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Aberdeen.  LirJ  reply  t"  Mr.  Sieveneon's  noie  lis,  119 
Aboliuoii — O'Coiiiitjlra  nddiess  oti,  condeiHiicd  3^;  at 
Paris  113;  progress  oii,  reprjrted  147,  144;  eoiiveriiioa  in 
New  Yorl<  196;  proceedings  of  meeting  192;  convention 
in  Vermont  240 

Academy,  military  nppropriation,  see  bill  293 

Accomplice?',  deci.'-ii'n  in  law  on  259 

Adams,  J,  Q. — Eulogy  on  honorable  Lewis  Willi;inis 
15;  meeting,  denunciation  against,  &.C.  Iti;  on  vote  of 
censure  of  Mr.  Giddings  63;  motinn  on  rules  of  house 
76;  on  resolutions  relative  to,  re[>oriins  to  iiouse  reiire- 
Bentatives  certain  documents  relative  to  Georgia  9;'); 
•peech  of,  uncivil  appropriations  149,  120,  1,2;  contitm- 
atioM  of  speech  131, 139;  letters  on  Fulton's  discoveries 
U9;  debate  with  Mr.  Wise  15S;  on  Mr.  Greenough 
etatittc  l^S;  resolution  by,  ior  information  on  quintuple 
treaty  and  Mr.  Casj'  corrcsfiondence  adop'cd  in  house 
repre.  254;  objects  to  appropriation  for  sale  of  slaves 
285;  advocates  claims  for  spoliations  in  o  certain  case  of 
3SG;  on  Tyler's  sanction  to  apportionment  bill  237;  an- 
nouncement of  Mr.  Haaiing'a  death  by  (6;  on  apportion- 
jncnt  message  ili:  resolutions  of  correspondence  with 
"Tcxaa  and  Mexico  319;  report  of,  on  apportionment  bill 
329,  332;  resolution  of  committee  on  apportionment  331; 
Bpeech  on  collection  of  duties  362;  resolution  of  enquiry 
relative  to  blacks  employed  in  a'rmy  and  navy  367;  re- 
marks on  army  bill  379;  on  president's  veto  383;  reads 
bis  report  on  veto  mes.sage  399;  report  adopied  399 

Address,  of  home  league  6,  7,  8.  9;  of  those  inToresied 
in  shoe  and  leather  business  to  people  of  Muss.  63 

Adjournment  75,205,237,  3J1,  395,  377;  le'olutiou 
adopied  ir.  house  repre.  '  3.80,  383,  397,  411,  412,  415 
Affjihanistan  113,111;  war  128;  narraiiveof  ris.' of  its 
Jate  sovereign  151;  parnculurafioiii  152;  prisoners  k.ndly 
treated  192-3;  sir  Robert  Sale  famis;j,  dan.atje  from 
eorthqiiake,  troops  discouraged,  letters  from  prisoneis,  in 
press  tor  ni'iney,  garrisoned  places  210;  loriy  first  regi- 
inent224,  290;  in'eihgence  from  402 

Africa — Atiempted  to  introduce  liorses  in  Liberia,  cut- 
ter launcbed.  Morus  multicaulis  introduced.  Portugese 
schooner  taken  by  native*',  capture  of  slaver  16;  arrival 
at  Sierre  Le'me  17;  project  of  Grrai  Britain  on  e;isiern 
coast  of  81;  Algiers  83;  qiiiniuple  treaty  on  suiqiression 
of  slave  trade  89;  rnlDiiizaiion  112;  tribe  submit  to  the 
French  at  Algiers  1 14;  AmistatI,  settlers  at  Hierre  Loone 
128;  Algiers  193;  slave  trade  203;  Howe's  Island  209;  IJr. 
Burrows  and  A.  Con'^taniine  retuin  from  Cape  f iiltnas, 
arrivals  in  Monovia.  intent  of  American  board  relative 
to  settlements  ill,  Mcndi  mission,  Catholic  mission,  an- 
niversary of  Liberiaii  conference,  collection  to  aid  niis- 
aionary  226,  second  Niger  cxpediiioii,  murder  by  British 
officer  in.  trade  dull,  en^agenieni,  capnre  "f  slaver  321; 
race  of  Pigmies  in  352;  M  )rocco  and  U.  Slates  354 

Agricultural  society — National  112,  160;  anniversary 
of  the,  of  England  elecled  320;  dinner  of  the,  of  United 
States  181;  honorary  members  of  Royal,  of  E'igland  3G0; 
report  on  39.21,397 

Alabama— Tariff  convention  80;  bill  m  le^'aid  to  five 
per  cent  fund  and  school  resetv.ition  233;  lull  passed  236; 
claim  of  bill  amended  a  id  p.isscil  398;  bank  .statemrnis 
323;  memorial  from  \Vi  tiinipka  praying  congress  to  call 
un  I'le  president  to  resign  hiw  olfice  34J 

Alliemirle  Sound,  coihiecing  with  Adantic  61 

Algiers  63.  114  193, 2  j9;.liT.ipioi!iona  general  Chama- 
ger'se,xpedilion25-<;  succi-s  ol  liie  Kr.Ticb  351 

Allen,  .Mr.  (of  Me.),  speech  on  lioundary  question  372 
Allegany  coal  112 

America.  Blackwood  on  82;  address  of  O'Connell  to 
Irishmen  i/<;  flag  of,  insulted    efore  Tangeirs  193 

America,  Central — file  of  papers   Irom  64;  curiosities 
from  175;  amiq:i,ne.<  176,  416;  e.x-pr  ..ijenl  ,\l.jra2in  in, 
claims  of  (jreai  llriiain    against    256;    admiral    sir   C. 
Adams  arrives,  rumor  on  seillement  ol  Ameiic  ui  cliiiniH, 
Lopca  reaigned,  Belgian  coloninadon  305;  general  Mur- 
phy 10  302 
American — sec  nnniwrsaries,  mannfaclurt^  320;  talent 
308;  credit  209;  vote  claims  of  220;  silk  301 
American  assoctalion  112 
Americnn   ciiiicns— mess.ago   and    report  relative    to 
elaiinrt  on  Mexico  2.?l;  bill  advocated  286,  pro{;res8  re- 
liorird2-)7;  ot  Sandwicli  Islands                            .      401) 
,\iniTici.ninie.u»ib--Kv-aysfioiiiRich  VVIiig231;  pc- 
t 

,  fair  400;  American  silk  3IM;  Ame- 
nd loi  piokcnon  of  222 
■"Amistad;  African:,  at  Saira  I.coiic             17,  128,  311 
Annivrranry— ol  siiimao's  fuend  aiwicly  176;  loreiitn 
evangelical,  Anii  Sl.ivsrv,  Trad,  Home  Ml^muii,  Female 
moral  reform  180;  New  Vu^k  col.mizati.m,  u;{ric.i|iiiral, 
temperance    lal;  land   nl  pilgriniH   in    Maryland  ih;  "I 
Aniericnn  Independeiicu  2S9 
Anibr?iciioco»l  31)8 
Atiii-8iavcry  cnivenlion,  at  Nantucket                    416 
Aiiti'imiies.  of  OnttuI  America  176;  discovery  of  Ro- 
man Villain  KiiMaml                                             256,416 
\opir.o:lii.M  :i.  il'.'itre  burnt  144 
Appl...M,Nalli  in  rep.  qualifies                                   251 
Aiip"m;mrnf>  bv  lilt!  pre.'-i  lent  18,  35,  51;  reeohilion 
relative  to  adapted  61;  reply  of  prcfident  T' i'-r 'o  ri>  .In- 


ion  relative  to  63,81,  93,  113,  141,  117,  l64,  VTl,  194,227, ,  vote  thereon  379;  further  ninendmenls,  vole  on,  pawage 
241,  272,  275,  322,  340,  355,  369,  403;  table  of  343   of,  .Mr.  Adams  on  A,  380;  report  ot  committee  of  con- 

Apportionment  bill  30;  reported  sen.  75, 76;  copy  100;    fere  nee  on,  reorganization  381;  debates  on,  approprianon 
considered  in  bo.  rep-  141,  142;  progress  143;  resolution 


oil  adopted  with  amendments  passed  ho.  rep-  159;  re- 
ported amended  188;  proceedings  on  205,  217;  debated 
218;  passage  of  senate,  vote  thereon  225;  question  on, 
concurring  in  amendment  233,  234,250;  engrossment  ot, 
vote  on  fixing  ratio  251;  debate  254;  progress  of  266,  269; 
concurred  in  370,  287,-  Mr.  Adatn.i  thereon  ibi  reso- 
lution of,  Mr.  Tyler  for  signing  the  190;  Mr-  Adams' 
rnoiion  to  refer  documents  containing  president's  reasons 
to  select  committee  303;  Mr  Adams' report  329,  330,432; 
reported  334;  vote  of  Pennsylvanm  on  342;  Vote  on  taking 
uj)  Mr.  Adams'  report  _  367 

Appropriations — Bill  in  house  representatives  15,  30; 
progress  46-7,  96;  civil  and  diplomatic  111;J.  Q,.  Adams' 
speech  on  119,  122;  debate  on  123, 127;  J.  Q.  Adams  on 
131,139,155.156;  Mr.  Campbell's  speech  on  168,  175; 
debated  133-9,  190;  senate  concur  191;  signed  '205 

On  navy  bill  190,  191;  referred  205;  debute  on  205,206, 
207;  reported  to  senate  218;  remonstrance  from  New 
Bedford  against  reducing  navy233;  debated  251,  268; 
passeil  as  amended  268;  proceedings  on  the  amendments 
in  ho.  rep.  270,  discussed  233,  284,  285;  received  in  se- 
nate and  referred  340;  committee  of  conference  349;  de- 
bate 350;  amendments  concurred  in,  referred  to  senate 
351;  finally  pa.56ed  353,  367;  signed  by  president  369; 
announced  379 

Aqueduct — largest  in  United  States  192;  Croton  256, 
2S3;  completion  and   descripiion  of  the  Croton  308.  309 
Aristocracy,  general  Fry's  definition  of  modern      416 
Arkansas — moditieation  of  presumption  law  aked  by 
75;  bank  items  80;  conditions  for  congress  in  394 

Armory,  at  Harper's  Ferry  81 

Army  bill  218,221-22-23  25;  debated  234  35-35-37-3S; 
bill  passed  239;  returned  as  amended,  and  referred  285; 
reported  297,  302;  passed  353;  reported  in  senate  365; 
report  of  committee  ofconJerence  committed  381;  debate 
on  limited  381;  senate  concur  393;  bill  signed  415 

Bill  fora  monument  to  N.  Hale  220 

Bill  making, for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  233;  con- 
curied  in,  engrossed  271;  tor  preservation  of  articles 
brought  by  exploring  expedition  268;  for  Indians  depart- 
mcni,  discussed  287;  referred  295;  reported. 207;  passed 
318;  for  foriificaiion  bill  336,369;  debaie  on,  terminated 
393;  bill  reporied  ili;  sialeineiit  relative  to  ih;  for  general 
objects  366;  passed  367;  contingent  engrossed  393;  re- 
pori  of  committee  of  conferrence4l2,  414;  concuried  i.i 
415;  for  western  marine  hoapiials  passed  398;  for  marine 
hospital  N.  C.  passed  415 

Arms  96,  1 12 

Army — Colonel  Worth's  movement  16;  Gen.  Wool's 
visit  of  inspection  35;  surrender  oi  Indians  capture  bv 
major  Plymptun,  general  orders,  promotions,  appoint- 
ments, casualties,  resignations  51;  deaths  62;  number 
eulisied,  per  diem  to  general  Scott  j6;  luoveineuts  of  SO; 
general  orders,  medical  board,  on  boaf'J  of  steamers, 
death  of  capluin  Simonton  85;  arrivals  at  New  Orleans 
93;  death  of  general  Fenwicii,  board  of  examinaiion, 
cad'  IS  at  West  Point,  two  companies  ordered  to  Ftirt 
Walcoii;  Hiilleck,  Tusienugee,  list  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed 1.1  skirmish  with  Indians  164;  general  orders,  commii- 
niuttiioii  from  war  nepartincnl  177;  for  trial  of  captain 
Howe  '2C'8;  prom  iiions  and  appoiniineiiis,  general  orders 
211;  g-cieral  orders  for  movementol  iro"ps227;  on  ex- 
penses of  223;  moveiiiem  of  troops  210;  regulations,  ge- 
neral orders,  inspector  general's  drparinient  241;  general 
orders,  deaths  of  gen.  Atkinson  and  Dr.  KIwes  275;  gene- 
ral orders,  arraugemeni  of  pdlitary  and  geographical 
departments  306;  colonel  Hitchcock's  letter  307;  promo- 
tions 322,-  promouons,  appointments,  resignations, deaths, 
general  orders  340;  lieutenant  Izard's  remains  removed 
to  St.  Augustine,  troops  at  Savannah,  officers  killed  and 
wounded  in  Florida  war  341;  emigrating  Indians  355; 
enquiring  number  of  blacks  em-ployed  in  367;  general 
orders,  regulation,  death  of  imijorj.  Clack  385;  colonel 
Cearnev's  head  quariers,  death  of  captain  J.  Green,  letter 
from  colonel  Worth,  order  No.  23,  hostilities  to  cease  with 
Indian^  &c.  403 

Army  bill— to  regulate  pay  of  oTicers  of  76;  reported 
in  United  States  senate  to  raise  two  new-  regiments  and 
hor-e  nr  ilfrv93;  fir  appropruni  nis,  tor  government  and 
regntaiioii  i.t  2o7;  fur  appropriations,  resumed  in  house 
represciitali\es2l8  19;  debaied  220  21-2i-23,  231  35  36; 
resolutions  to  clo.-e  debate  237;  appropriation  consideretl 
ih;  debated  "238;  passed  239;  nnuiided,  discussed  and 
passed  senate  269;  f.ir  reorganization  of,  in  senate  282; 
tor  rednctinnot,  2S3;  appropriation  bill  returned. amend- 
ed  repuriod  285;  reported  again  301;  tor  reorganization 
of,  ng;iln  n'poried  to  licnise,  amended,  rife  r.d  319;  1 
raise  new  regiment  and  to  organize  corps  of  artillery,  in 
scnale  3:13;  appropriation  bill  351;  debaie  on,  slopped,  bill 
passed  ho.  ri-[i.  353;  leported  in  peiuiie  365;  reorganiza- 
lion  bill  111  house  reprcseiitatiTea  367;  enquire  number 
of  blacks  emplnyt  d  in,  progress  if,  renrganizaiion  repori- 
ed, re-soluiion  to  ston  debated  thereon,  second  conimiiiee 
of  conlorericeon  36'*;  amended  and  report  concurred  in 
377;  of  iinpioprialioii  and  reorganizatiuii  reported  and 
con'eiiiicd  in.  by  senate  377;  nnue.in    nmendment  378; 


for,  limited  I'i;  Mr.  Adams  on  reorganization  331,  382, 
383;  Mr.  Marshall  on.  report  disagreed  to,  another  com- 
mittee ofconferrence333;  report  of  comniiiiee  of  confer- 
renceconcurr.'d  in.  by  senate,  by  house  represeniauves 
399;  enquiry  relative  to  resignation393;  the  appropriation 
bill  signed  *'* 

Army  worm,  in  Ohio  272 

Arndt,  Mr.  C.  C.  P.  a.ssociation  of  16 

Arsenal,  memorial  against  removal  of  76 

Arsenic,  mine  discovered  in  N.  Hampshire  416 

Artist,  fund  for  school  of,  at  Rome  192 

Ashburton,  Lord,  special  minister  to  United  States  33; 
arrival  at  Annapolis  81;  suite  of  ih;  see  tTcaiij. 

Ashes,  receipts  of.  oij  N.  York  canals  320 

Assassination,  of  late  gov,  of  Missouri  "iOS 

AikinsoTi,  brevet  brigadier  gen.,  death  of  27S 

Audubon,  1.  T.  compliment  to  ^-'■6 

Austinburg,  (Ohio),  petition  from  citizens  of,  for  divi- 
sion of  the  union  16 
Ausln'a,  disturbance  Jews  and  Christians               335 

B. 
JSallimore — naval  court  martial    ot    16;  petition   from 
jewellers  of  93;  encampment  at  177;  for  mayor  in  80,  96; 
encampmeni  at  205;  election,  petition  from  citizens  offer 
tariff  140;  commerce  of  224 

Banks — Mr.  Uunlap  16;  bill  extending  charter  of  Dis- 
trict banks  29;  the  notes  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Girard 
and  Penn  Township  refused,  Maryland  banks,  legisla- 
ture of  Virginia  on  48;  run  on  the  Pennsylvania,  meet- 
ing of  directors,  resolutions  adopted,  list  of  ruined  institu- 
tions, resumpnon  of  in  Delaware  64;  items  80;  Dayton 
ntiige.  Bank  of  Colnmbus  (Ga.)  suspends,  of  Illi- 
nois, liquidation  of  Atchafalaya,  discounts  in  Baltimore, 
effects  ot  resunipiion  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  96; 
of  District  142;  items  of  144;  Uiii  ed  Stales  160;  provision 
in  Kentucky  on  fraudulent  notes  173;  operations  of  the 
of  Paris  209;  enquiry  relative  to  frauds  of  the  Common- 
wealth, of  Boston,  220;  Leves  returns  from  Texas,  of  Il- 
linois to  resume  224;  convention  of  at  Lancaster,  of 
Louisville  resume,  of  Alabama  240;  attempts  of  the  of 
N  Orieans  to  resume,  fails  256;  U.  S.  offered  for  sale  272; 
of  Tennessee  to  resuine  S04;  iteTns  of  Tennessee,  Mis- 
souri, Illinois,  Indiana  and  Iowa,  statement  of  ihe  of  N. 
Orleans,  Virginia,  Bank  ol  America  designated  for  de- 
posit of  revenue  32P;  investigating  committee,  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  statements  of  various  323;  Dr.  Brock- 
eiiborough  on  332;  items  368,  400;  of  Indiana  ih; 

Bank  of  England,  items       6d,  113,  193,  224,  257,  416 
Bankrupt  applications  320;  in  Kentucky  336,  351 

Bankruptcy — on  report  on  30,  160,  334 

Bankrupt  law — petitions  on  46;  Tennesseans  on  75; 
applicants  96;  decision  i6;  pe'ition  for  repeal  of  213;  bill 
to  repeal  to  be  brought  in  ih;  Mr.  Benton's  proposition 
on  333;  leave  negatived  334;  bdl  declaring  inexpedi- 
ency to  include  corporations  within  provisions  of  taken 
up  319;  vole  thereon  351 

Barbacue,  at  Charleston  344 

Baron  De  Kalb,  bill  for  relief  of  reps,  of  228 

Barton,  Benj.  biography  of  358 

Biiihs,  at  Rome  368 

Battle,  of  Lexington  151;  between  Indians  336 

Baxley,  Dr.  H.  W.  professor  of  onatomy  W.  Un.  96 
/Je'^'um- steam  packet  100;  cotton  and  woollen  mo- 
iiafaciures  of  101;  conspiracy,  condemnation  of  culprits, 
king  and  queen  of  visit  Parts  114;  steamship  to  leave  for 
Ne^v  York,  price  ot  passa^  from,  indemnification  voted 
to  Antwerp  sufferers  146;  British  Queen  steamer  arrives 
at  New  York  209;  insurrection  quelled  ib;  indemnity  of 
223;  cominnnicaiion  from  to  France  on  indemnity  258; 
wages  for  labor  263;  indemniiy  276;  colonization  in  Cen- 
tral America,  journal  in  395;  steamer  arrived  353;  treaty 
of  commerce,  with  France  concluded  402 

Beinis.  N- decision  of  supreme  court  on  case  of        16 
Bequests  320 

Bcverlev.  Carter,  letter  to  Henry  Clay  from  101 

Black,  Mr  representative  froni  Georgia  15 

Bluckand  whiteslaves,  contrasted  97 

Bleniierhassetl.  Mrs.  Margaret — memorial  4.S;  death 
of '290;  bill  for  reported  393 

Hoggs,  ex-gov  of  .Missouri,  attempt  on  203,272 

Bolton,   William,   letters,  trial  uf  li 

Booksellers  and  publishers — memorial  for  duty  on  fo- 
reign books  251) 
Boots  and  sbtics,  sale  of  in  Boston                            33t 
Bocanegra,  J.  Maria  de  (Mexican  minister)  extract  of 
letter  from  313;  Ictier                                               326,327 
Buxton — memorial  for  fog  bell  at  140;  commonwealth 
bank  of  to  be  investigated  220;  commerce       224,384 
Bolts,   Mr.   representative   (of  Virginia)  resolution  of 
censure  offered  by  62;  modification  thereof  id;  yeas  and 
nays  on  63;  charges  against  President  Tyler  314;  speech 
on  revenue  bill  332 
Boundary  line— (of  Maine)  governor  of  Massachusetts 
on  3;  cnmiiiunication  from  Iowa  on  14,  31;  from  the  pre- 
sident relative  to  15;  bct«-ceii   Wisconson  otid  Mich,  ex- 
ecutive coininunicaium  on    between  United  States  and 
Te.\ns  00;    northeastern   110;  on    pacific   fclik-meiH  of 


INDEX. 


m 


north  eastern  115,  116;  conimunicalion  from  president 
on  Texian  122;  north  east  208;  resolution  relative  to  be- 
tween U.  States,  Mexico  and  Texas  219;  bill  relating  to 
the  of  Missouri  passed  335;  conclusion  of  question  on  the 
north  east  337;  of  Illinois  242;  between  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  353;  dinner  ill  celebration  ol  bettlenient  of 
the  N.  E.  355;  Mr.  Allen's  speech  in  reference  to  372, 
373;  bill  fixing  betweeii  Iowa  and  Missouri  passed  3SI 
Bounty  land — bill  directing  warrants  138,  365 

Branch  mints,  bill  to  abolish  9-* 

Brazil — aiarriage  of  emperor  of  25S 

Brokers,  laws  &c.  relative  to  320 

Brush,  rev.  G.  W.  sup.  public  instruction  in  Ken.  30-1 
Brush  makers,  niemorial  from  93 

Bullet  machine  336 

Bunker  Hill,  surv  ivors  of  the  battle  of  100;  monument 
43S,  334,  400;  on  344 

Burleson,  gen.  sketch  of  168 

BnrinHli  146 

Burr,  Aaron,  daughter  of  149 

Business,  of  commercial  cities  2S3;  amount  of  Ir.ins- 
acted  by  congres-i  305;  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  United  States  336 
Butler,  B.  F.  commanication  from  175 

C. 
Calico  printing,  improvement  in  311 

Canianches  and  other  Indians  384 

Camanche  peak,  description  of  149 

Campbell,  Mr.  (of  S.  C.)  on  civil  appro,  hill  163,  174 
Ca,ia(i/i— appointment  in  146;  steamers,  disputed  ter- 
ritory 147;  trade  160;  parliament  proroijued  192;  im. 
ports,  movement  of  troops  209;  improvements  256;  stea- 
mer Ciiippewa  322;  emigrulion  352,370;  patriots  416 
Canals— of  Ohio.  3j,  36;  Chesapeake  and  Oliio  52; 
petition  for  grant  of  land  to  linisli  the  Illinois  and  Mi- 
chigan 61,  64;  respecting  convention  of  the  Wabash  93; 
bill  /or  constructing  in  Wiskonsan  111;  of  New  York 
123;  memorial  in  case  of  damages  139;  navigation  of 
144;  memorial  for  surrender  of  stock  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Oho  156;  commerce  of  s'one  locks  224;  resolu- 
tion for  transfer  of  stock  of  United  Slates  in  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  233;  bill  reported  251;  lolls  272;  reso- 
lutions nf  tTeorgelown  and  Alexandria  on  transter  of 
slock  233;  fall  of  acqueduct  on  the  Erie  301;  steamboats 
on  320;  business  on,  of  N  York  322;  cost  of  ib;  bill  to 
transfer  stock  in  Clie.';apeake  and  Ohio  passed  the  se- 
nate 334;  substitute  for  bill  379;  tolls  on  the  New  York 
Si6;  Wabash  and  Erie  338;  report  favorable  to  a,  b^-- 
tween  Adantic  and  Pacific  416 

Cannon  balls,  144;  invented  by  W.  Beats  310 

Capital  punishment,  Gov.  of  Con.  for  ubohtion  of  165 
Captures,  during  war  of  1312  369 

CarpeLs,  felt  36 

Carr,  Mr.  (.American  consul)  treatment  of  194 

Carriages,  for  the  desert  363 

Carrier  pigeons,  speed  of  416 

Carlhugena.  (South  America,)  capture  and  destrueiion 
of  fleet  "t,  by  Lieut.  Do  Courcy  17 

Cass's,  G.;n.,  on  right  of  s  mrch  5 1  to  60;  protest  ol^ 
auainst  demanded  concurrence  ol  France  v>  treaty  ol 
search '229;  Mr.  Adams' calling  for  protest  and  corres- 
pondence 254;  President's  reply  271 
Catloit,  E.  J.,  cliiim  of  76;  resolation  adopted  ih 
Censure,  of  Mr.  Giddings,  vole  on                      62,  63 
Census,  of  Mexico  211;  classifioa;ion  of,  of  1840;  ap- 
porfionmont  of  representation                                       343 
Central  .'Vmerioa— papers  from  64;  U.  S.  sloop  of  war 
at,  Lopez  resigned,  Rivera  Pnz  succeedi  as  pl■e;^iden'; 
surrender  of  Gen.  Villasenur;  vessels  at                      275 
Chamber  of  commerce,  182, 137— se«  commerce. 
Channiiig,  Dr.  on  free  trade                                      ^ 
Character  at  stake                                                       3^5 
Chasm  in  the  pioiries                                                  370 
Chemung  co.  H.  York  petition  from  for  hii;h  court  of 
nations,  for  adjustment  of  disputes,  &c.                       4.S 
Cherokees,claim?  29;  subscribers  to  newspapers  64, 203 
Chicago,  supply  of  water  in                                     256 
China — quiet  of,  commercial  affairs  in  34;  division  ot 
British  forces  in,  muskets  and   truns  imported,  ransom 
money,  Chnsan  and  Ningpo  surrender  35;  capnire  of 
Tinghoe  49;  quiet  at  C.inton,  Keshen  restored  to  former 
tank,  forts  erecting,  British  troops  at  Chusati,  trading 
vessels  seized,  trench  envoy  to,  U.  S.  ships  to  sail  to  97; 
effects  of  sir  H.  PoitiiUier's  arrival  in,  gale,  troops  to  sail 
for,  French  envoy  to  114;  Junks  seizetl,  defence  of  Can- 
ton by,  emperor  incensed,  E'lglish   forces  near  Ningpo, 
steamer  burnt,  145;  guns  and  copper  of  shipped  lo  Cal- 
cutta, fire-arms  purchased  liy,  governors  of  unfortunate 
146;  British  ct^p  ure  three   towns  in,  firces  conceiitrat. 
ing  for  Pekin  193;  cities  and  forts  garrisoned  in,  subdu- 
ed bv  Briii-h,  Hang-Chow-poo  about  to  be  occupied  2I>9; 
sir  H.  Poiiinger's  circular,  sails  for  Hong  Kong,  trade 
opium  selling  fortification,  reinf  ircements  preparing  for 
210;  ports  declared  free  in.  Che  Keang  ask  British   to 
lake  possession  226,  dispute  bet,*'een  and  Siain,  batte- 
ries completed  290:    repulse    at    Ningpo,   attempts   of 
frustrated,  tmde  at  Cantm,  opium  sale,  sirH.  Poninger 
at  Macao  339,  355,   334;  fight  and  loss  by  ot  Ningpo, 
rumored  price  of  peace                                        .       2 10 
Choctaws,  bill  reported  on  articles  of  treaty  with      93 
Choctaw  academy,  communication  relative  to        207 
Circassians,  inro:idsof  into  Russia                            114 
Circulars  (official,)  on  tollecting  revenue         306.  319 
Civil  and  diplomatic  apnropriation    bdl— considered 
111;  Mr.  Adams  on  119.  127;  Mr.  Campbell  on   163   to 
174;  vote  on  amendment  17,5;  see  appruurialions. 

Claims— (of  American  chizens  on   Mexico,)   14;  re 

■olution  relative  to219;  remarks  on  constitutionality  of  id 

resolution  on  adopted  2-<3;   bill  on  of  certain  American 

citizens  advocated  by  Mr.  Adams  286 

CKiv,  H^nry— debate  on  resolutions  submitted  by  14: 


letter  resigning  scat  in  U.  S.  senate  16,  18,29;  speech  on 
resolutions  0.1  tariff  and  other  public  object?  39  to  45;  re- 
solutions considered  60;  in  U.  States  senate  61;  takes 
leave  of  U.  Stales  senate,  ball  given  by  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington 63:  vole  on  part  of  resolutions  submitted  bv,  re- 
ference of  otiiers  76;  letter  from  the  whigs  of  N.  Caro- 
lina 87;  speech  of  on  retiring  from  the  U.  States  senate 
91,  92;  answer  of  to  invitation  from  whigs  of  Alexandria 
101;  correspondence  with  Carter  Beverly  100,  101;  noni- 
inntion  of  for  presidency  ib,  123;  by  whigs  of  N.  York, 
154,  192;  fl?stival  held  in  honor  of  256;  meeting  of  friends 
of  in  Philadelphia  288;  speech  of  at  Lexington  festival 
290  to  294;  nominated  as  preseaidenliai  candidate  403 
Clerk  extra,  employ  270;  addiiional  JlW 

Cleveland,  trade  of  .,       338 

Clinr-h,  Gen.  D.  M.  inquiring  into  amount  paid  to  367 
Clothing,  memorial  of  ladies  of  New  Jersey  for  duties 
on  foreign  ready-made  '^ 

Coach  and  harness  manufactures,  petition  from  174 
Coal— of  Allegany  112;  proiecliun  on  asked  140;  a- 
mount  of  British  imported  into  U.  States  154;  export  ilu- 
ty  on  in  Great  Britain  304;  account  of  cmployineiit  of 
women  and  children  in  mines  311;  miners  320;  irad^of 
at  Picton  ti;  statistics  of  in  Virginia  342,  aathracit.i  368 
Collectors,  extract  relating  to  307 

Coleman,  Henry,  member  of  British  ogr'ltural  aoc.  320 
Colonial  trade  33;  colonial,  relations    122,  124;  Ame- 
rican and  British  trade  1^4 
Colonization,  African  112;  Belgium  in  Central    Ame 
rlca                                                                                   305 
Colonization  society— hall  of  house  of  rep.  asked  for 
use  of  anil  objection  made  46;  ineeting,  resolution,  cnm- 
millee96;  al  VVashinglon  160;  of  Louisiana                243 
Colored  population,  riot  in  Philadelphia  356;  enquiring 
as  to  number  in  army  and  navy                                     367 
Colt— submarine  baitery  invention  hy310;  resolutions 
relative  to  415;  exhibition  of  apparatus  of               ^  416 
Columbia,  S.  Carolina,  fire  at                            123,  144 
Columbus  Christopher,  portrait  of  jiresented   to  con- 
gress 236;  adopted  and  placed  in  library  331 
Combs  Franklin,  narrative  of  23 
Comet                                                                     96,  149 
Commerce— (see  trade)  tonnage    19,  2l);3navigation, 
contest  with  Great  Britain  for  colonial,  resolunons  rclii- 
tive  to  3S,  39;  effect  of  on  Troy,  N.  Y.  39;  letter  on  Bri- 
tish policy  53;  enquiry  as  to  coiinecting  Albemarle  Sound 
with  Atlantic  ocean  61;  convention  of  southern  planiers 
relative  to  71;  balance  of  estimated   129,  154;  report  to 
the   home    industry  conveniion    132;    memorial    from 
Charleston  on  mail    route  187;  of  Boston.  Baltimore,  of 
canals  221;  bill  reported  for  reciproc.ly  of  between  cer- 
tain British  ports  and  U.  States  237;  repoliition    relative 
to  lermination  of  treaties  of  ii. ;   Mr.  Cushing's  resolu- 
tion debated  relative  to  negotiations  between  I.'.  States 
and   Great   Britain    to  facilitate,   &.C.  239,   251;   report 
of  cnn.  h.  of  reps.  314;  bills  lor  protection  of  on  Luke 
Michigan  and  on  Lake  Erie   335;  report  of  comniiitet 
on  continued  345  to  343;  annual  safcment  on  343;  con- 
clusion of  report  of  commiilee  on  362  It)  365;  ol  Cuba 
392;   treaty  of  betweeii  France  and  Belgium              402 
Commerce  and  navigalion,  (annual  statement)  339, 
310;  in  senate                                                                  343 
Commissary  general,  bill  to  abolish  office  passed  333 
Compilaiion  of  U.  Stales  laws  authorised              333 
Compromise  act,  memorial  complaining  of  29,  remon- 
strance on  60;  complaints  against                                 250 
Congress- complaints  of  disorderly  conduct    95;  on 
reduolion  of  piiv  of  335;  hill  to  reduce  per  dicni  and 
mileage  rejected' 351;  secmid  reading  ti. 
Conical  ventilator.  Professor  Epsy's  99 
t'oimecticut- memorial  from  on  tai-ifi"45;  petiti.)ri  from 
Isaac  Barto  122;  renionstiance   against  annexation  of 
Texas  140;  legislature  meets  160;  W.  S.  Hollahird  cho- 
sen lieut.  governor,  oflicers,  governor's   message,  school 
fund  165;  J.  M.  Niles  elecied  United  States  senator,  le- 
gislature offer  10  mediate  for  Rhode  Island    173;  Jjer 
Tiiiiman  elected  judge  of  supreme  court  212;  bill  report- 
ed for  monument  over  N.  Hale  220;  refusal  to  suriendel 
Dorr,  legislative  proceedings  ihoreoti  225;  repeal  of  laws 
regulating  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  bill  for  abolishing  of 
imprisonment  for  debt  postponed,  bill  passed  lo  prohibit 
students  voting  legislature  adjournment  256;  bankrupt- 
cy in  320;  snrplus'in  tieasiiry  of,  annual  expenses  336; 
resoliitioosof  relative  to  dislribiition  and  bankrupt  law, 
and  West  Point  academy                                              348 
Conrad,  C.  M.  elected  United  States  senator  61 
Conveniion— on  tariffin  Pennsylvania  32;  whizstatp 
of  0:iio  32;  on  shoe  and  leather  business  37;  resolutions 
adopted  by  33;  of  southern  planters  71;  tariff  in  Alaba- 
ma 80;  national  home  industry  96;  whig  in  North  Caro- 
lina 112;  World's  conveniion  hold  privately  at  Paris  114; 
resolutions  of  whig  of  N.  Car.ot  friends  of  home  indus- 
try 117,  132;  abolitionists  at  N   York  176:  of  do.  in  Ver- 
mont, of  banks  in    Pennsylvania  240;  proceedings  of 
the  Van    Buren  in   North  Carolina  212;  sugar  iniorest 
called  in  Louisiana  243;  of  whigs  in  Georgia  259;  in 
Virginia  273;    whig    of    Alaine  304;  iioiice   of  one   in 
Miiryland  i6.;  whig  in  Vermont  3-22;  in  Maryland  403; 
aiiii-.slavcry                               ,     „,                .    .     *"' 
Constitution  of  U-  Slates— Mr.  Clay's  reaohiiiona  to 
amend  considered  29;  committee  78;  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions 93;  resolutions  referred                                          127 
Consuls— recogniiion  of  ihe  of    Mexico  16,  32,   176; 
ireatmetit  of  .America  i  at  Morocco  191;  recogiiiiion  ol 
Uru^uny  256;  T.  A.  Pinckney,  G.  Reaii,  334;  see  iltins 
in  -elaiion  to  under  hoa  1  of  national  affairs,  each  No. 

Contested  elections— bill  regulating  mode  of  taking 
tes'imony  in  cases  of  referred  in  U.  S  sena'e  373;  re- 
ported and  passed  381;  bill  discussed  in  house  411 
Copper  272;  beds  of  336 


Copyriglils — intern  111  inal.  s  led  committee  of  house 
of  rep  on  61;  re^oluiiori  on  adopted  111;  on  176;  coi** 
respondence  relative  to  183;  Lord  Palmorston's  project 
for  a  law  184;  memorial  presented  in  behalf  of  217; 
committee  of  judiciary  averse  to  change  of  law  233;  Mr. 
Walsh  on  388 

Corn  laws^Sir  Robert  Peel's  project  for  change  of  34; 
parliamentary  movement  43,  123,  208. 25l> 

Correspondence— communication  from  secreiary  of 
treasury  30;  between  Santa  Anna  and  J.  Hamilton  49, 
60,51;  growing  out  of  divisions  between  Mexicans  and 
Texians  66,  67;  on  trade  with  Germany  72,  73;  growing 
out  of  exposure  of  southwestern  frontier  88,  89;  belweeri 
H.  Clay  and  Carter  Beverly  101;  Sania  Anna  and  Hous- 
ton 115;  President  Tyler  and  G.iv.  of  Rliode  Island  116; 
between  whigs  of  Niiw  York,  and  II.  Clay  155;  relative 
to  copv-righi  law  133;  relative  to  Rhode  Island  affairs 
178,  179,  ISO;  growing  out  of  Mr.  Ewing's  letter  244, 
245,  246;  between  Mr.  Tyler  and  others  202;  on  tjiriffid. 
Coiion — cultivation  of  in  India  20;  market  of  in  Li- 
verpool 48;  memorial  to  congress  of  U.  S.  on  manufac- 
ture of  70,  71,  80;  in  India'lOO;  markets  of  Liverpool 
123;  seed  for  India  192;  report  on  crops  in  India  ib;  240; 
in  India  272;  on  cultivaiion  of  in  India  309,  360,  320; 
statistics  of  in  Virginia  342;  exports;  imports  and  prices 
of  352;  prices 358, 400;  Madras*;  416 

See  Cotton  in  chronicle  jjtige  of  each  number. 
Countervailing  duiirs  95 

Courts — decisions  of  the  Marylanil  16;  of  the  United 
States  supreme  on  Bemis'  ca>e  t';  bill  to  provide  fur  re- 
reports  in  tlic  supremo  of  U-  S.  29;  reported  bill  passed 
U.  S.  senate,  authoiising  spocial  session,  bill  to  enable 
selection  of  jurors  by  the  of  Pennsylvania  43,  46;  deci- 
sion on  marriage  contracts  in  Ireland  64;  decision  on 
h-inkruptcy  96;  decision  on  detaining  British  f'ngitives  in 
South  Carolina  99;  decisimi  on  Handy  case  in  Peniisyl- 
vaniu  148;  case  of  the  Holmes  reported  151;  decision  on 
bankruptcy  ICO;  cases  decided  in  259;  report  to  change 
uircui  of  U.  S.  in  several  southern  states  367;  hill  pas>e.l 
to  change  time  of  holding  in  western  New  York  ib;  lo 
establish  the  of  U.  Slates,  engrossed  297;  bill  chnnging 
time  of  holding  circuit  of  Untied  States  in  I'enneylvonia 
passed  3  IS 

Com  tot  nations  petition  for  a  45 

Cralia.  Hon.  S.  C— United  States  senate  156 

Creole — Lord  Brougham  on  case  of  slaves  of  33;  o|)iB- 
ions  on  in  hmse  of  lords  34;  on  case  of,  in  Washington 
48;  O'Connell's  opinion  on  49;  Mr.  Gidding's  rosoluiion 
relative  to  slaves  of  62;  withdrawal  thereof  ib.;  79;  cap- 
tives 112;  notice  <'f  case  in  Richmond  Inn.  Eng.       240 
Crittenden,  J.  J.  elected  U.  S.  senator  fiom  Ky.       33 
Crops,  96,  272,  283,  320,  363;  ^ee  crops,  chronicle  paffi 
of  each  number. 
Croton  acqueduci  266,  288;    compleied,  description 
3cl8,  Si)9 
Crown  window  gloss,  pelition  of  inanufaclurera     14U 
Cuba   32;  rrport  of  ne^ro  insurrection  176;    anjUii- 
cal  table  of  commerce,  navigalion  and  revenue  of     392 
Culbert,  Mr.  representative  of  Georgia  123 

Cumberland  road,  bill  inaking  npprnprio'ioiis        349 
Currency — report  of  committee  of  U.  Sraiefi  sena'r;  on 
the  9  to  14;  report  of  minority  nn  21  lo  29;  petitions  fr.vni 
New  York  in  favor  of  bill  oii  122;  Russian  150;  peution 
of  Pennsylvanians  for  creation  of  a  sound  297 

Custom-hon^e — a  resolution  relative  lo  investigation 
adopted  14;  bill  reported  lo  define  and  limit  compensa- 
tion of  olHcers  of  96;  bill  making  appropriations  for  re- 
pair of  at  Providence  lb.:  bill  regulating  compensaiion  of 
oflicers  of  110;  hill  reported  for  erecting  a  12*;  reeolniion 
calling  for  reports  of  commissioners  on  the  of  S.  York 
iiivesiigaiion  157;  communication  from  Piesideni  relati\« 
to  159;  on  prin  ing  the  reports  of'sclect  rcinnatfeG  on  the 
N.  York  191;  call  for  information  relative  lo  the  N.  York 
236;  adopted  237;  motion  to  print  presidrnt's  message,  re- 
ports, documents,  .tc.  relaiive  lo  the  N  York,  laid  on  the 
table  239;  memorial  from  Mr.  Poindex'er,  relative  to  af- 
fairs of  New  YoiU  251;  additional  report  on  New  York 
invesiigation  ordered  to  be  printed  351;  the  building  of 
New  York  finished,  cost  thereof  352;  memorial  from  of 
New  York  350;  call  for  information  lelanveto  the  use  of 
Savannah  46;  petiiion  for  repairs  ot  the  atCliarlesion  174 
Customs,  July  leceipts  for  at  New  York  403 

D. 
Dade's  massacre,  remains  removed  3.H 

Dancing  Rabbit  CreeK— ireatv  in  senate  93,  155;  bill 
relaiive  to  claims  debaied  140,  263,  269,281,  282,  348, 
319;  passed  363,398 

Davis,  J.  letter  from  on  home  industry  lO-J 

Dayton,  hon.  W.  L.,  United  States  senator  397 

Deane,  Silas — claims  discussed  250 

Deaths— Hon.  Lewis  Williams,  United  States  senator 
14.  15;  C.  C.  P.  Arndt  16;  J.  C.  Richardson  4.3;  in  the 
army  52,  64;  Condy  Raguel  6-t;  Captain  Simonton  85;  - 
Bishop  England  112,  Joseph  Lawrence  122;  bv  explo- 
sion of  ihe^Medora  123;  Dr.  Coo  well,  Burfoot,  N.  Yolk, 
duke  of  Norfolk  144;  Count  P.  di  Bjrgo,  Major  Leith 
146;  Gen.  Fenwick  147;  Cant.  J.  R.  Battce  160,  270; 
36'h  regiment  192;  in  Great  Britain  193;  in  France  ib; 
224;  ex-governor  Barbour.  Henry  S  luthard  256;  Ven- 
dovi  (Fej'pe  chief)  256;  J.  N  Morehead.  sir  Robert  Ker 
Porter  2.58;  in  exploring  squadron  261;  Brig.  Gen'l  At- 
kinson. Dr.  A.  W.  Elwes,  275;  W.  S.  Hastings  282; 
S.itnuel  L  Southard  233;  Mrs.  Blannerhasset  290;  Lis 
Casus  304;  in  Santa  Fe  expedition  311;  Gov.  Veazy  320; 
Judge  P.wter  323;  Sismoiidi  333;  Gciieral  Elpliinstone 
339;  in  United  States  army  during  Florida  wnr  351,  352; 
Duke  of  Orleans  353;  Mrs.  Fox  ib;  General  Z.  Rossell, 
Admiral  Baudin,  Cipt.  R.  Avery,  Judge  H.  Golly  334; 
Major  .L  Clark,  335,  4«';  J.  K.Smith,  R.  Ayer  400; 
Capt.  J.Gteen  403 


INDEX. 


principal  cities,  see  chronide  page  j 


dumber  of  dealhs 
9/  each  number, 

Debi— of  ciiy  of  New  Yurk  176;  of  Missouri  227;  of 
stales  SaS;  iRipriaonmeiit  for,  abolished  in  N.  York  322; 
of  Pennsylvania  16;  W.  Cost  Johnson  on  the  stale  414; 
of  five  European  powers  352 

DeCoursey,  lieut.  gallant  conduct  17 

De  Kalb  Baron,  bill  for  relief  of  heirs  of  228,  SaS 

ZJeZoioare— resumption  86;  history  259;  whig  conven- 
lion  and  nominations  336 

Denny,  Mr.  report  on  agriculture 

De  Russey,  inquiry  relative  to  contracts  93 

Dickens,  Charles— copy-right  law  183;  return  home 
240;  remarks  on  copy-riorht  389 

Dinner,  ia  celebraiion  of  settlement  of  boundary  355 

Diplomatic — see  appropriation  for  civil  List.  Lord 
Aberdeen's  reply  10  Mr.  Stevenson  118;  payment  lo  a"'ts 
349;  return  of  French  minister,  of  Chevalier  Adrian 
Martini;  litle  conferred  on  M.  A  de  Saligny  355 

Disaaterat  sea  48 

Discoveries— by  capt,  Ross  148;  of  islands  in  Pacific 
ocean  193;  of  copper  ore.  Ireland,  of  cave  near  Ovied) 
258:  bill  for  publication  of  the  exploring  expedition  26S; 
vegetable  ivory  304;  ancient  bridge  336 

Discriminaiing  duties,  memorial  of  Kentucky  102,  103 

Dialribuiion— see  public  lands— Y'lTumdi  oit   32;  mes- 
sage from  President  relating  75,  93;   legislaiure  of  New  ■  ■ 
Vork  for  repeal  of  122;  Mr.  Cous'  resolution  10  repeal  |  ^■^'S.^  '^"^  passed 


„  ,         , J       „    ,       ,  F^-         .  ;      Germony— trade  with  72, 73;  labor  263;  woollen  and 

felony,  JNew  York,  what  consiituies,  slave  112  ,  worsted  exports  337;  items  339;  Zoll  Verein  36S:  Ham- 

female  moral  reform  society,  anniversary  of  180  '  burg  225;  emigrants  352;  storm  355 

festival  32;  m  honor  of  H.  Clay  256  |      Great  Britain— Chinz,  India,  Araoy  taken,  the  iMada- 

^lax  mill,  largest  224   gascar,  Canton  ransom,  etiquette,  Lord  Ashburion,  Mr. 

fWa— resolutions  of  senate  16;  Col.  Worth  16;  pray- :  Everett,  stale  loans,  the   Niger,  parliament,  repudiation 
er  relative   to  slavery  in  refused  reception  47;  settlers' i  1;  christening  prince  of  Wales,  kings  of  Prussia  and  Bel- 
niovemenis,  l^ol.  Worth's  services  53;  compensation  ask-  jgium,  tory  power,  gales.  Lord  Ashburton  17;  steam,  na- 
ed  lor  property   destroyed    by   Indians  75;  Indians  87;  :  val  force  on  our  coast  32;  Lord  Ashburton  leaves  for  A- 
mumcation  from  governor  of,  resolution  for  protec-  !  merica,  parliament,  queen's  speech,  Melbourne  on  corn 
ol  95,  1.J8;  setilers  on  the  Si.  John's,  Indian  affairs    laws.  Brougham  on    Creole  case  and  corn  laws.  Peel's 


proviso  '415 

District  of  Columbia — bank  charters  29;  business  re- 
lating to  109,  236;  bill  resulaling  mesnie  process  258;  im- 
prisonmeni  for  debi  270;  memorial  of  Alexandrians  ib; 
bill  to  erect  insane  huspilal  in  318;  enqiiirv  relative  to 
Penn.  revenue  333;  bills  disposed  of  334,  343,  377;  po- 
lice bills  397, 4 13;  bill  relative  to  lottery  tickets  passed  41 1 
Divining  rod,  account  of  260 

Divorcing,  decision  of  Irish  court  64 

Domestic  interesis,  facts  affecting  215,  216,  217 

Dorr,  T.  W.— chosen  governor  of  suffrage  parly,  R 
Island  148;  proceedings  of  165,  165;  ai  New  York  179; 
proclaniaiion  180;  proceeding  and  departure  of  191,  195- 
refusal  of  Conneciicut  to  surrender,  reward  offered  for 
225;  position  269;  proclamaiion  277;  flight  of  16;  288,  368; 
requisition  fir  4U3 

Doiy,  J.  D. — relative  to  payment  to  222,  303 

Drawbacks — to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe  30;  Nevv 
York  339;  memorial  343 

Drummer  boy,  of  Lundy's  lane  100 

Duke  of  Orleans,  death  of  353,  359,  360 

Duties — increaiw  of  asked  on  iron,  woollens,  and  silks 
47;  inquiry  61,  102;  ad  valorem  109;  memorial  from  Bus- 
Ion  against  cash  234;  bill  laying  debated  251,  2.52,  253; 
leave  for  a  bill  296,  297;  exiracts  307;  on  collection  of 
$39;  Mr.  Adams'  speech  on  collection  of  362 

K. 

Eart'nquaki" — in   Affghanistan,  Hayti  210;  in    Arkan 
•as,  Indian  Ocean,  Hav'i,  Louisiana,  Porto   Rico    St 
Jttgo  de  Cuba  224;  in  Greece  225,  240;  fact  in  relation 
lo  '272;  ai  St.  Christopher  320;  at  Port  aii  Prince        352 
Eadoii,  T.  S.  iiiveiilion   122;  report  231;  second   297 
Eckford.  Henry,  reply  of  rep,  ol  233 

Education,  number  ol  schools  in  U  Stales  352 

Edwards,  Monroe,  trial  240;  verdict  256 

Egypt,  sugar  mills,  cotton  trade  339 

Eiecnoii— New  Hampshire  48;  mayor  of  Baltimore  80- 
■everni  96;  New  York  city  112;  Rhode  Island  116,  128; 
Mr.  Gjggin  on  repre.-eiiiative  167,  168;  in  Pennsylvania 
3P4;  Louisiana  320,  336;  in  various  states  353;  N.  Caro- 
ina  400;  of  congressmen  208;  IJoston  240;  W,ishiitg- 
ton  ,6 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President- Rhode  Is- 
land leginlaiure  urges  a  uniform  day  for  cliusing  the    15 
Ellis,  I'owliaiaii— defence  of  75;  exculpuiioii  115;  takes 
leave  of  Santa  Anna  210;  liberality  211 

Bllsler.  Fanny,  money  made  by  daneine  352 

Emigration— 10  America  113,176;  N.  York  192,224; 
Canada  258;  to  Canada,  nuurn  to  Europe  352;  British 
American  ajsociation  for  37U;  Lord  Stanlev's  bill  inllj. 
enciiia  ciioraciBr  of  272,  283,  336.  338,  -100 

Eiicampmeni— It  Reading  176, 177;  at  Baltimore  177 


3g3    lion  , _  __. 

US;  president's  letter  relating  to  174;  resolution  adijpled 
175;  bill  to  provide  for  armed  occupation  of  188;  debate 
on  president's  message  relative  to  191;  murders  208;  elec- 
tion 208;  call  for  correspondence  between  commanding 
general  and  sec.  of  war  220;  bill  for  occupation  233,  237, 
250;  stale  government  256;  occupation  bill  269;  appropri- 
ation to  Gen.  Watson  for  slaves,  objected  to  285;  pay- 
ment of  militia  301;  expenses  of  war  303;  item  322;  me- 
morial to  be  admitted  as  a  stale  333,  348,  378,  397;  bill 
for  adjustment  of  claims  for  properly  destroyed,  passed 
senate  34S;  bill  for  armed  occupation  of  passed  335;  land 
office  in  ib;  payment  of  military  services  in  tA;  emigrants 
to  336;  sums  paid  to  Indians  of  341;  bill  for  armed  occu- 
pation of  3G5.  366;  new  land  district  bill  passed  381;  re- 
lief of  militia  of  t6;  383;  military  claim  bill  passed  397;  bill 
I  providing  claims  for  loss  of  horses  rejected  398;  reconsi- 
-■-ired  and  passed  399 

Flnar,  for  prices,  inspections  and  items  respecting,  see 
the  Chronicle  page  of  each  number;  in  Michigan  224 

France — a  fighi,  attempt  to  hberaie  Abbe  de  Lamme- 
nais.  Gen.  de  Rumigny  2;  corvette  La  Brillianie  17; 
in  relation  lo  the  right  of  search,  items  34;  discus- 
sion of  Mr.  Cass's  protest,  sensation  on  hearing  of  the 
treaty  65;  M.  Guizo.'s  siaiemeni  66;  Algiers  S3;  righi  ol 
search  disi;ussed,  Guizot's  world  convention,  proposal  re- 
lative to  steam  vessels  114;  Napoleon  146;  public  opinion 
on,  debate,  fortification,  fiscal  census,  policy  towards 
Spain,  in  chamber  of  deputies  161;  war  in  Africa,  post 
*'  ^M'^"  '^2>  '■''''  '■°^''  report  163;  comments  of  press 
on  I  yler's  message,  marshals  193;  reduction  of  marshals, 
emancipation  returns,  bank  of  209;  rail  road  bill  in  ef- 
fects on  commerce  of  by  tariffs  of  U.  Slates  and  Spain, 
(Ireadful  railway  accident  225;  on  right  of  search  257; 
death  of  Las  Cases,  table  of  comparative  public  ex- 
penses from  commencement  of  ihe  17th  -century  241;  de- 
bate, financial,  Belgian  indemnity,  supplies  for  the  year, 
angry  feeling  towards  Uniied  Siales  on  increase  ol  du- 
ties'257,  258;  discussion  on  U.  S.  Iariff259;wa2e8  of  labor 
in  263;  on  establishing  line  of  steamers  between  and  U. 
S.  275.  285;  dissoluiion  of  chamber,  new  election  290; 
steamer  336;  colony  in  Pacific  16;  items  338;  resolution  re- 
lative to  steamer  351;  death  of  duke  of  Orleans  363;  elec- 
tion 354;  panics  335;  births,  deaths,  marriage,  population 
368,  384;   new  tarifT391;  sessions  opened,  regency,  re 


plan  approved  33;  Creole  case,  corn  law,  debate,  gale  34; 
debates  on  Creole  case,  Guizot  on,  O'Connell  on  right  of 
search  49;  national  debt  64;  increase  of  population  in  16; 
bank,  sir  R.  Peel's  corn  law  project  sustained,  disaffec- 
tion, pctin'on  of  chamber  of  commerce,  memorial,  ribbon 
conspiracy,  emigration,  slave  trade  treaty  65;  arrival  of 
Lord  Ashburton  minister  extraordinary  from,  Africa 
sleam.  treaty  of  search,  McLeodSl;  O'Connell'sadiireBs 
to  Irishmen  in  U.  S.  182;  English  operatives'  speech  97; 
army  suffer  in  East  Indies,  sir  R.  Peel's  financial  slale- 
ment,  tax  upon  incomes  proposed,  Lord  Aberdeen's  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Stevenson,  troops  ordered  to  India,  emigration 
to  America  steamer  exploded,  duke  of  Norfolk,  sir  G. 
Arthur,  C.  Wiley's  voyage,  naval  force  of,  launches,  ar- 
my budget,  negotiations  in  East  Indies,  treachery.  Gen. 
Elphinslone  taken  prisoner,  McNaughten  assassinated 
113;expendilureon  army  of,  number  of  officers,pay,  claim 
of  owner  of  Tigris  admitted  145;  Mr.  Peel  on  income  tax 
152,3,4,5;  relations  of  with  U.  Stales,  financial  measures, 
tarifi,  corn  law  bill  passes,  ministerial  majority,  discus- 
sion of  income  ta.x,  troubles  in  Ireland  161;  disturbance 
among  manufacturers  and  miners,  tariff,  items,  specula- 
tion in  slocks,  pageant,  items.  Peel's  reply  10  O'Connell 
193;  Washington  Irving  at,  items,  papacy,  cotton  expe- 
rimeiil,  American  credit  209;  forces  sail  for  India,  age  of 
Victoria,  election  frauds  225;  frontier  report  226;  steamer 
Rhadamanihus,  despatches  for  Lord  Ashburion,  Chi- 
nese war,  attempt  upon  queen's  life,  parliament,  tariff 
bill  passes,  income  lax  bill  passed,  exchange  257;  desire 
peace  with  U.  S.  258;  depression  of  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures 259;  wages  for  labor  263;  relations  of  wilk  U. 
S.  269;  distress,  Francis  sentenced.  Portuguese  treaties, 
riots  in  Ireland,  items  289;  tariff  bill  passes,  distress, 
Mexico  and  Texas,  boundary  question  290;  export  duly 
on  coal  304;  distress  increases,  income  and  tarifi'  bill 
pass,  treaties  with  Texas  ratified,  various  ilems,  Mr.  E- 
verett  al  Manchester,  Francis  reprieved,  anolheratiompl, 
woollen  and  worsteds  337;  Cabul,  American  minister, 
Atlantic  steaming  333;  treaty  U.  S.  and  353;  vote  on  la. 
riff  bill  and  other  bills,  revenue  duly  on  foreign  grain, 
protection  of  queen,  mourning,  riots  at  Burslem  353;  ex- 
cilenieni  355;  royal  agricultural  society  360;  society  for 
emigraiion  370;  memorial  for  repeal  corn  laws  334;  ex. 

1     .-  u   J      ..  ^  ,    •  .,"    ■- T  .-e....^^,  .s-    penditures  16;  features  for  tariff  390;  absiiaci  of  tariff  bill 

moval  ol   body  of   Orleans  to  Notre  Dame,  M.  Lalfiite  'S91;  expenditures  ofW.  Indies  400;  treaty   with  ratified 

and  Marshal  boult  402  ,  by  U.  S.  senate  401;  business  reviving,  bonded  corn  bill 

*  ranking  privilege,  extended  lo  ex-vice  presidents  75;    passed,  outbreaks  402;  bank  -116 

"— -orials  for  abolition  of  282;  bill  on  abuse  of  348  |     Items  relative  to  the   markets,  prices  of  American  sta- 

inan  of  c;)lor,  decishjn  ni  court,  as  to  259,        1 12  ;  pies,  cotton.  Hour,  tobacco  and  stocks,  bank  siaiBmeiits, 

trade.efteci  of  on  Troy  39;  Dr.  Ohanuing  on    48  I  &e.  will  be  usually  found  in  the  Chronicle  page  of  each 


Fr< 
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Fillmore,  Mr.  on  revenue  bill  246;  to  250;  ietler    36] 

Finance— Mr.  Preston',?    resolution   74,  75;  President 

fyler  on  76,  7-9;  loan  bill  93,  110;  sir  Robert  Peel's  plan 

for  in  G.  B.  1 13;  of  state  .if  New  York  336 

Fine,  on  refunding  to  Gen.  Jackson  60,  140 

Flics— in  New  Y"rk  96;  Columbia  S.Carolina   128 

144;  Apalachicola    144;  Hamburg  '225;  wood,  Genesee 

western  seminary,  Shetucket   cotton    mill  240;  subscrip- 

trm  lor  sufferers   by  253;   the  of  Hamburg  ib;  272;  at 


228 


3.V2 
96.  149 

iippiiint.  240 
at  MarinliBs 
iclio.sterGtiar- 
331 
241,  245,  '246 


803i  Troy  ib;  ai  U,iiivi 

England  Bishop,  duaili  of 

Engraving,  omni^rapii 

Enko's  comet 

Eapy  Professor,  inventions  '.'9,  279.  1 13; 

Everett,  .Mr.— plan  of  fi.ical  agency  35; 
terS37;  at  association  of  science  333;  ,\1 1, 
diaii  in  refemn'-o  to  371;  lio/ior  conferred 

Ewmg,  Mr,  correspondence  of 

Bxehanges—see  r.hroniclf  page  of  each  number. 

BxcheiiMcr,  Virmoni  on  the  plan  of  4;, 

IJxtit-ndi'iiri-s— .Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  on  rediirii.,n  ,,| 
II;  ri-'iolutioii  on  of  dipiomaiio  dopariincnl  47,  76;  re- 
quiring tabular  statement  from  secretary  of  navy  relaiive 
tj  sei  Vices  of  ofTjcurn  of  navy  95;  report  on  156;  relative 
to  on  r.ver  MisaisHippI,  col.'ral.-oti.  &c.,  bilU  10  reduce 
»«rious  200|  navy  peii.sion  limJ,  10  reducu  niiyy,  i.)  re- 
duce nriny.  und  payment  of  ijpenses  in  uolleciirig  ,|u. 
tiesJiO;  iiimiiry  into  of  Virginia  bouiiiy  land    869,271 

Expo'i-s  of  lonaouo  279,  '230 

(Cxputlttnn,  of  Prcaident'j  rtasona  fur  aiyning  ammr 
tio  iini-nt  bill  ,^90 

Kxiie.T-.*'^ — civil  and  dl|i|omalic.  see  "ppmpriatiunt  — 
cominunication  on  redui-tiou  ol  122,  166,  191;  kiier  on 
of  aimv  and  navy  2.'8,  229  2S-I 

bvplorini;  Miuadr.in— *ee  >i.iny,  expndiii.ni  mirj  S  miiIi 
■»a'2bl;  ap.'>ri|jrialio.i  for  kcrpi'it;  nriinlas  bisniihi  m 
b,  261;  f  ir  pilbiinlung  aucuuiu  uf '.269,  3J(,  411;  ap.-ci 
mnu  rolleciril  lli, 


Kf.seger  290;  destruction  by 
Fire  steamer,  petition  for  a  lesi  of 
First  coniiuroller,  J.  W.  .McCulloh  as 
Fiscal  agency,  Mr,  Evereli's  plan 
Fiscal  year,  bill  to  define  the 
Fisheries,  on  lakes 

Foreign  affairs — see  first  few  pages  of  each  nur, 
Foreign  and    American  anti-slavery  society. 


334 
I '22 
93 
35 
281,  398 
260 
be-. 

180 


America  ^_ 

Foreign  goods,  memorial   i.-nporlers'  and  dealen 
Foreign  iiiiercourse,  coniingeniexpeiises  190 

Fortifications,  report  111;  in  harbor  of  New  York  143- 
of  Paris  192;  near  Detroit  210;  debate  on  bill  for  398;  in 
relation  to  situation  and  expenditures  a9s 

Fieiglil,  carried  b>  American  vessels  20 

Fulioii,  Robert,  relief  of  lives  of  111;  correspondence 
relative  10  inventions  of  141J 

Furlough  bill,  ilebaied,  uineiideJ,  passed  377 

Furs,  duties  asked  on  1 10;  traders  in  256 

({. 
Oritoin— petition  for  port  of  en'ry  174 

Go.il.^ic  survci,  N.v.v  York  150;  Wiseonsan  Iowa 2-15 
(.eouraphiral  society,  inedal  370 

Geor^'iu— Mr.  Black  l5;cu.stom  house  46:  frontier  ex- 
P'«ure  93,  95;  Columbia  hank  96,  ,Mr.  Cuiliberi  122;  cor- 
respoiidonce  14-2;  outbreak  192;  gold  mines  224;  whig 
eonveiiiion  2.-)9;  correspondence.  Col.  Worth  ,1,;  candl- 
dnips  '233;  rail  road  344,  353 

Giiano,  manure  2'J4.'i33 

liiicKa,  C.  Ausinon  engineer  176  238 

l^iddin^'.i,  J.  R.  (of  Olii  ,)  letter  15;  withdrawn  Gi;  I,.,, 
ler,  vote  of  censure  on  63;  rosignaiioii  ib;  reelection  ol 
160.  175;  rcsoluiion  <)8i 

(Jiliner,  report  .if  on  veio  message  403j  to  411 

Girard  college,  invesiii/ation  ig 

Glaas,  proiecti.in  asked  29;  church  belli  of  144;  float- 
ing worka  272 
Grand  speculation                                                       350 
dmiral  Laiisfe  114;  envoy  IflS,  193;  of  com- 


merce 'jae;  Paltiarch  of 
Green. lueh'a  statue  of  Wa 
Gui/oi,  M.  porlr«i|..f272 


iiieion 


H. 

Habersham,  Mr.  speech  of  on  tariff  265 

Hale  Naihaii,  bill  lor  monument  to  220 

Halleck  Tusienu;;gee,  surrenders  164 

Hamburg,  loss  by  hre  '258;  contributions  to  289,  336  339 
Hamilton,  Gen.,  letter  to  president  ol  Mexico  67,  68 
Handy  Case,  decision  on  148 

Harlan,  Dr.  nouce  ol  on  Affghanistan  152 

Harpers'  ftrrjf- memorial  76;  armory  80;  memoritil 
95,  111;  civil  superintendaiice  37'J 

Harrison,  Gen  —letter  343;  debate  on  reading  Zanes- 
ville  letter  375,  376 

Hjssler,  Mr.,  report  011  weights  and  measures  109 
Hastings,  W.  S.— death  announced  282,  237 

i/uy(i— earthquake  210;  false  report  258;  procla.  321 
Healy,  Mr.  anisi  "203;  portrait  of  Guizot  "275 

Hemp— for  navy  29;  agent  of  45,   46;  Kentucky  on 
93;  favorable  report  110;  enquiry  233 

High  court  of  naiioiie,  petition  for  a  43 

History,  revoluii'inary  150;  of  Delaware  959,  260 
Hitchcock,  Lieut.  C.l.— resolution  366,  379,  381 

Hogan,  Sheridan— McLeod  case  13,  85,  96, 112 

H ofmes,  iriol  144;  case  reported  151;  sentence        192 
Home  industry,  74,  96,  102.  117;  coiivontion  of  at   N. 
York  132,  133,  134;  memorial  156, 174;  report  H2;  pro- 
teciicm  asked  182,  183,  250 

Home  League- address  of  5,  7,  8.  9;  mfetiii"  at  Now 
York  52;  in  Pennsylvania  80;  Uen.  Tailinadae,  J.  Da- 
vis  102,   112;  reporl  of  coiiimiileo   117,    118,  123— see 
home  industry. 
Home  missionary  society,  anniversary  of  180 

Home  valuation— on  itiip,.rted  goods  '206,  318 

Horseshoes,  niiiile  by  insclliiiery  336 

H'Wpitals— appropriaiions  lor  Marine,  011  iV8»iern  wa- 
ters 383;  pas.sed  393 
H.iwb's  Island,  set  lenient  of  9u9 
Hull  Isaac,  relief  of  122;  laid  on  lable  in  senate  313 
Hull,  Gen.  W..  roll  f  ol  represeniniivos  297 
Huiiiingi.in,  Mr.  err.ir  correuled,  on  vole  of           '233 

1. 
lee.  trade  16,  33J 

/«i;ioi»-r-asxq)i»inaiion  in  16;  lax  60,  819;  Stevenson 
-■ouniy  10  Wiskonaan  96;  land  siki  proleciioii  in  Ore- 
jon  183;  banks  t.i  resuni  1  224;  presitfcnl  on  receiver  of 
public  moneys  933;  increase  of  '243;  crops  256;  memo- 
nail',  lead  mines '>S2  297|  bank  3-20;  bankrupts  16;  iVtur- 
ni.ins.  Boniiett  312.  323.  356-7,  407;  wool  336;  bounda. 
ry  343;  lead  mine  bill  397 


INDEX. 


Imports — bill  to  regulate  payment  of  expenses  on  col- 1 
lection  duties  on  220;  bill  extending  time  for  laying  du- 
ties on  251;  debate  on  252,253,254;  debate  restricted 
303;  bill  passed  house;  in  senate  333,  395,  348,  379:  no- 
tice of  intention  to  introduce  another  bill  381,  397; 
bill  to  supply  defect  in  laws  relative  to  collection  of 
duties  on  414;  supplementary  bill  94;  on  of  tobacco  279, 
280,  281;  leave  asked  to  provide  system  of  home  valua- 
tion of  296;  bebafe  ib;  bill  365— see  tariff  revenue. 

Imprisonment  for  debt — bill  passed  270;    abolished  in 
Pennsylvania  222;  abolished  in  New  Jersey  and  Con- 
necticut 336,  352 
Income  tax,  remark  224 — see  Great  Britain. 
Indenmily— to  Maj.  Gen.  Jackson,  bill  45;  reported 
140;  debated  188;  negatived  204;  for,  for  slaves  on  bonrd 
the  Comet  and  Encomium  251 
India  F.ast—coUon  20,34;  Affghanistan  war  35;  mails 
80;  General  Sale,  attack  Cabooi;^  Candahar,  83;  captain 
Hearsy  84;  American  cultivators  97;  cotton  100;  British 
reginients  ordered  to,  items  1 13;  Jellalabad,  ladies  in  cap- 
tivity 114;  Dr.   Brydon's  statement,  treaty  115;  disturb- 
ances 146;  regiments  embarked    163;  cotton   seed  192; 
Lord  Ellenborough  governor  general  of  193;  seven  ships 
sail  for  225;  finances  226;  Ghuzni,  Khiber  pass,  items, 
290;  cotton  309,  310;  and  capt.    McKenzie   339;  cotton 
400;  army  of,  amount  demanded  for  Gen.  Elphinstone's 
remains  402;  Khiber  pass  403 
India  rubber,  pavement                                          203 
Indiana — legislature  adjourned  16;  state  bank  80;  bonds 
87;  Lake  co.  204;  bond  holders  remonstrate  323;  Wa- 
bash and  Krie  canal  388;  eleoiion  407;  bank              416 
Indians — claims  of  Cherokees  29;  Wiskonsan  resolu- 
tions 45;  Seneca  treaty  47;  council  of  many  tribes  48; 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  murders  in  Florida,  trailed  and  taken, 
murders  by  Sioux,  visit  to  Choctaws,  Creek  and  Chero- 
kees, grand  council  85;  Choctaw  treaty  93;    Micmacs 
112;  Senecas  116;  Florida  148;  council  i6;  Halleck  Tus- 
tenu^gee  conies  in,  skirmish  164;  Mr.  Harris  on  remo- 
val of  Winnebagoes  175;  murders  in  Florida  203;  Cher- 
okee, Chickasaw  and  others  220;  procifimation  224;  Se- 
necas 228;  Sioux   256;  appropriaiion   271,  287;  Chero- 
kees temperance  i6;  iiiquirv  on  John  Ro«s  283;  Natick 
tribe  288;  J.  Ross  318;  school  lands  for  333,  398;    battle 
336;  Seminoles  at  the  west   *,•    paid   the  of  Florida. 
341;  emigration  of  355;  Lieutenant  Col.  Hitchcock  466; 
report  considered  367;  treaty  of  Caniaiiches  and  others 
334;  treaty  with  VVyandots  411 
Indian  department,  appropriations  251;  bill     297   318 
Indies  VVe«(— 97;  earthquakes  in  210,  224;  British  ex- 
penditures for                                                                  400 
Ipdemnity — Brussels  146;  Beli^ium  2"38;  French  257, 
376;  Neapolitan  352 
Index,  proposed  enquiry  367 
Inexlinguishable  fire,  invention  75 
Infernal  machine,  invention                                   35i 
Insane  hospital,  in  Washington                                31i 
Insurrection,  leave  for  bill  to  suppress  204;  in  Cuba  176 
Internal  impiovenients,  of  New  York                     386 
International  copy-rights  238;  Mr.  Walsh  on          38-t 
/owoy^northeastern  boundary    14,   31;  enquiry   142; 
quakers  141;  Winnebagoes  175;  newspapers  192;  proc- 
lamation 224;  conetilution  227;  Dnvenpori  243;  geologi- 
cal survey  of  285;  payment  of  militia  303;  hanks  320; 
bill  reported  relative  to  lend  mines  of  333,  335;  boundary 
335;  |ire-empiion  378,  381;  Missouri  boundary  ib;  lead 
mine  bill                                                                          397 
Iron^profecti..'n  29;  memorial  ib;  45;  Virgin'a  meni')- 
rial  46;  petitions  61,  75,  93,  9j;  war  steamer  of  95,  111; 
bill  passed  it;  works  suspended  112;  memorials  on  in- 
terests of  293,  334;  statistics  of  in  Virginia                   342 
Irving,    Washiiigton^minister   to   Spain    leaves   84; 
at  levee  of  British  Queen  209;  fancy  baA  223;  extract  of 
letter  from                                                                        227 
Irwiu,  W.  W.  item                                                 398 

J. 
Jackson,  Gen.  —  Michigan  on  refunding  fine  15;  bill 
in  U.  S.  senate  45;  petition  IVoin  PnilaJelphiii  ib;  60;  re- 
port adverse  140;  debated  188;  one  amendment  nega- 
tived, aiioihsr  adopied,  bill  negatived  204;  leiier  read  in 
senate  212;  resolaiion  to  report  bill  for  repiyment  of  254; 
bill  reported  269;  letter,  on  Irish  repeal  310;  letter  325 
Jerusalem,  church  in  17 

.Tewellers,  m'-inorials  from  1.83,  218,  234 

Jewelry,  peiiiion  from  New  York  for  reduction  of  du- 
ties on  122;  from  Baltimore  93 
Jews — leorea  lor  e.-ipnlsion  of  reversed   in  Piedinofii 
253;  disiiirliance  between  christians  and  in  .Austria  3.j5 
Jo;inson,G.  enquiry  relative  to                                  271 
Juurnal, —priMiing  amendment  of  63  76;  deb,Tlelj2 
Judieiary-^President  Tyler  on   removal  ol    national 
<)ue3tijns  from  sla:e  courts  31;  bill  changing  time  of  hold- 
ing ceriaio  courts  175;  bill  passed  A;  bill  to  amend  sys- 
teiij  of  (J.  Siatea                                                             333 
393;  passed  3^9— spe  297,  398 
Junes,  selec;ion  ot",  bill  4.5;  passed                              46 

K 
Keilam,  B  H.,  gallantrv  of  331 

Kendall  Arnos,  lor  relief  against  decision  of  court  233 
Ke.ituf/.y— legisl.uurc  ad.ioured,  leiier  from  H.  Clay, 
resigning  seat  in  LI.  ,S.  senate,  candidates  for  vacancy' 
16;  new  county,  i.  J.  Criiienden  elected  U.  S.  senator 
32;  bill  (m  sale  of  lands  granted  to  45;  W.W  47:  relative 
to  hemp  93;  navigation  of  wp,s!orn  waters  i6;  on  amend- 
ment of  CMnsiliulion  of  D.  Stales  93;  on  re.^rriciions  on 
tobacco  122;  relative  to  IrauJulent  notes  176;  banks  of 
resume  24t);  supcrin'.eadoiit  of  public  instrueiion  30-1, 
323;  liaiikrupts  33u;  enoamp.neni  356;  elec'ion  334 
Kerr,  J.  L  ,  letter  4 

Ketohum,  Mr.  invention  311 

King,  S.  W.  ({Jovenur  of  R.  I  )  pr.jclamuii.in  99,  lie 


Labour,  wages  for  in  Europe  263,  335 

Lake  trade,  114;  fisheries  260 

Landing  of  Pilgrims  at  (St.  Mary's)  anniversary  181 
Land  bill,  repeal  of  asked  47,  76 

Land  office,  (Ohio)  discontinuame  85;  in  Florida  335 
Land  warrants,  military  bill  251,  303;  bill  rejected  411 
Laiimer  commander,  sentence  160 

Lawrence,  hon.  Joseph,  death  announced       122,  127 
Laws  of  United  Stales,  compiling  and    printing   333 
Lead  mines — memorial,  Illinois  232;  Wiskonsan  297; 
bill  reported  333;  passed  397 

Leather,  btisiness  convention  37;  address  64,  63 

Legal  decisions,  (see  cnurti*)  miscellaneous  259 

Leon,  M.  Z.  V  de,  minister  from  Mexico  Gt 

Letter— from  Franklin  Combs,  Santa  Fe  expedi- 
tion 2;  from  officer  of  the  Peacock,  her  loss  34; 
President  Tyler  declining  invitation  4;  from  Senators 
Kerr  and  Merrick,  Maryland  legislature  45;  Frank- 
Ud  Pierce  resigning  seat  in  U.  S.  senate  14;  Presi- 
dent Tyler  on  Northeastern  boundary  line  15;  J.  R. 
Giddings  to  editors  of  Intelligencer  15;  Henry  Clay 
resigning  U.  S.  senate  16;  from  Lieut.  Wilkes,  ex- 
ploring expedition  20;  President  Tyler  on  treasury 
communication  30,  on  removing  national  questions 
from  state  courts  31;  from  Santa  Anna,  J.  Hamilton 
and  B.  Bee  50;  from  President  Tyler,  on  resolution 
of  enquiry  as  to  applicants  for  and  appointments  to 
office  63;  from  J.  R'  Giddings  resigning  house  of 
reps,  ib,  from  T.  Falconer,  of  Santa  Fe  expedition 
66;  President  Houston  ib;  Mariano  Arista,  Gen'l 
Hamilton  67;  on  trade  with  Germany  72;  President 
Tyler  on  state  of  finances,  &.c.  76;  Mr.  Clay  to  whig 
convention  of  North  Carolina  S7,  8S;  from  Ameri- 
can cultivator  in  East  Indies  97;  catastrophe  of  the 
Missouri  98;  J.  Davis  on  home  industry  102;  Presi- 
dent Tyler  to  Gov.  King  on  state  grievances  and 
protection  of  R.  Island  116;  whigs  of  New  York 
and  H.  Clay  155;  President  Tyler  on  termination  of 
hostilities  174;  Mr.  Whipple  to  Gov.  King  of  R. 
Island  173;  from  President  to  R.  Island  committee 
179;  from  Gen.  Jackson  relative  to  fine  212;  Mr. 
Winthrop's  resigning  222;  Arthur  Middleton  with 
portrait  of  Columbus  236;  Mr.  Ewing  and  others 
244,  245,  246;  between  President  Tyler  and  others 
262;  J.  Tallmadge  on  tariff  262,  263;  President  Ty- 
ler in  reply  to  enquiry  on  Quintuple  treaty,  &c.  27i; 
on  line  of  steamers  with  France,  on  Guizot's  por- 
trait 275;  secretary  of  treasury  on  exports  and  im- 
ports of  tobocco  278,  281;  President  Tyler  to  friends 
in  Philadelphia  289;  extract  from  one  of  General 
Washing'on's  305;  secretary  of  iMexico  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  secretary  of  slate  305;  of  Col.  Hitchcock 
307;  Americans  cultivating  cotton  in  India  3J0;  Gen. 
Jackson  on  Irish  repeal  310;  J.  H.  Causten  to  na- 
tional institute,  D.  Webster  declining  invitation  to 
dinner  312;  Gen.  Jackson  in  self-defence  325;  Gen. 
Harrison's  348;  from  J.  Adams  357;  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Fillmore  361,  362;  J.  K.  Paulding's  instructions 
to  Capt.  Wilkes  385;  Brig.  Gen.  Worth  403 

Lvvy  D..  reports  on  eligibility  ot  47 

Levy,  oaplam  n? 

Lewis,  VV.  D  vinJication  475;  remrii  2i;i 

Lexington,  battle  of  1.">1 

Liberia,  iieiii  16,226 

Lighthouses,  bills  respecting  111,  2W 

Loan,  bill  for  extension  of  94;  adveriiseinent  f  ir  112; 
the  of  N.  Xork  256,  363 

Loan  bill — amendments  46;  extension  47;  discu.ssed 
61,  62,  76,  78,  79;  progress  93;  yeas  and  nays  94  li)9, 
UO,  126;  Mr.  Bolls  relaiive  to  415 

London,  size  of  336 

Loiieries,  legal  decision  in  Maryland    16;  bill  to  sup- 
press U.  C.  pa<.sed  411 
iouinmiiu— i>stiui|iiion  in  16;  on  Maine  boundary  and 
Creole  case  29;  Saii.e  Fe  prisoners  60;   election    of  U 
States  senator  m  Qi;  session  closed   96;    bill  lo  repori 
back  lands  110;  ea.mqiiake  224;  sigar  c.i.iveuiio.i  243; 
land  claim   bill   25t;  coloiiiziition   sicieiy  213;  election 
320,  312;  expeii.-e  ot  iniliiia  of,  in  Fi-mda  415 
Lumber,  in-  innrial  lor  duty  on  toreign                       213 
Lyic,  T.  letier  from  on  tolwcco  interest                    231 

M. 
Madisonian  the,  Mr.  Denton's  riKioliition  174,  175 

Mails,  of  fi.  India  30;  peti'ioiis  95,  137;  fro;n  Clmrl'-s- 
ton  to  Cuba  188;  plan  fir  Iraiisporiaiioii  ot  140,  313 

JlfoVie— M^.ssaehuseits  on  boundary  of  3;  Louisiana 
do.  29;  on  West  loilia  trade  75;  legislature  adj. lurn  80; 
eongressioiiai  disiricts  S5;  exposed  troniier  93,  95;  reso- 
lutions on  Bniish  resinco.nis.  on  colonial  trade,  lime  rif 
holding  presidential  eleciion  UO,  111;  exiia  se.'^sioii  123; 
pro.^la.iiaiion  117;  ni.sJa^'e  194;  conimis.  ,  208;  Judge 
Spragui-,  lelter  from  G.iv.  Dorr,  votes  on  resolutions, 
conventions  212;  petition  in  relaiioii  lo  wo  id,  spars,  &,r. 
from  Brit;-^h  p''.-»-ess;ons,  iiieiuorial  on  depressed  condi- 
lion  of  trade  220;  appjriioii.noiit  bills,  legislature  ad- 
journ 227;  for  settlement  "f  claims  of  for  nnlitary  i-ervice 
338;  whig  convention  3U4;  repiesentaiion  322;  Mr.  Al- 
len's speech  on  b  lundary  301,  373,  374 
Maison  K-.juge  ( Marquis)  President's  message  on 
claims  of  ■  297 
iMungu.n,  Mr.  president  of  U.  S  senate  218,  ib; 
Manul'.iciiires— mem  iiial  from  of  I'lic^burg  45;  shoe 
and  leather  63,  OJ;  ineuiorial  relative  to  cotion  70,71; 
bill,  report  of  commitiee  oJ  on  tariflT  103  lo  109;  minori- 
ty rep.j.t  175;  of  w.wlleii  r;tgs  .■J21;  stonpeJ  336 


Marine  corps,  bill   reported  increasing   140,  378;  col. 
Henderson's  le'teron  increase  of  190;  Ijill  engrossed  397 
Marine    hospitals,  approprialions  for  on  western  wa- 
ters passed  393;  North  Carolina  415 
Marine  rail  way,  memorial  140 
_  Marshall,  Mr.  remarks  on  president's  letter  relative  to 
finances,  &.c.                                                              76,  77 
Ma n/!and— letters  from  U.  S-  senators  4,  5,  6;  decision 
relative  to  lotteries,  bank   stock,  rail   road,  literary  and 
charitable  institutions,  taxation  16;  resolutions  on  naval 
defences,  slavery  proceedings  ib;  decision   of  U,  States 
supreme  court  in  Beniis'case  ib;  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  bill,  slavery,  adjournment  of  legislature  32,  52,  61; 
memorial   on   effect   of   compromise  act    76;    Medora 
sieaiiier  exploded  112;  anniversary  of  landing  at  Saint 
Mary's  176,  181,  182;    iransfer  of  canal  slock   251;  as- 
sessable prepeny,  paynienis  of   direct  tax  239;  Balti- 
more   and    Ohio  rail   road   308j    transfer  of  stock  in 
Chesapeake  and   Ohio  canal  passed   in  United    Stales 
senate  334;  politics   337;  payment,  whig  state  conven- 
tion, H.  Clay  nominated  for  president                         403 
Mav,  Lieut,  reprimanded                                           334 
McCtilloh,  J.  H   first  comptroller  93;  circular        306 
-McKennan.  T.  M.  T.  hon-  represeniative              222 
JVlcQuinn,  J.  on  slave  trade  101 
Massachusetts  —\nessase  on  Maine  boundary  3;  legis- 
lature prorogued  32;  sho'e  and  leaiher   business  conven- 
tion 37,  33;  their  address  6S;  life  boai.s   85;  military  ser- 
vices 295,  296;  bill  passed  297;  rail  roads   308,  334  343  ' 
act  to  refund  disbursements  of  during  late  war          351 
Medora  steamer,  explosion  of                              102,  128 
Memphis.  (Tennessee)  survey  415 
Mercantile  life,  failures  in  33s 
Merrick,  Mr.  senator,  letter  6 
Mesmerism,  remarks  00                                     213,214 
Message— of  Gov.  of  ;V[as^ac!iiisetla  on  Maine  boun- 
dary 34;  of  Gov.  of  N.  York  on  veto  on   129,  130,  131; 
of  Gov.  of  Rhode  Islan.-l    147.  143;  of  Gov.   of  Maine 
194;  ot  Gov.  Porier  of  Pennsylvania  242;  of  President 
vetoing     provisional   revenue    bill    273;    of   do.    sanc- 
tioning apporii,,nment  '231;  veto  of  1  he  tariff  871,  372, 
373;  troii  president  relative  to  trade  and  mails  between 
U.  Slates  and  Texas  95;  of  Gov.  Seward  relative  to  Va. 
slaves,  «Ssc.                                                                            1 17 
Methodists,  statistics  of                                               160 
j»/er/co— consul  16;  trade  wiih  Piitsburg  19;  prisoners 
43;  neiii  49;  correspondence  49.  50,  51;  prisoners,  charge 
d'affiiiis  51;  minister  64,  ireatment  of  in   captured  tra- 
ders, war  with  Texas  66,  67;  retreat  80j  Globe  on  San- 
ta Anna's  invasion  of  Texas  82;  McRna   on  prisoners 
111  83;  Mr.  Ellis  vindicated,  d.bts  lo  England,  Houston's 
letter  to  Santa  Anna,  his  reply,  items,  army.  |iresidency 
115,  144;  Anreriean  minisier,  prisoners,  guard   of,  fron- 
tier movemenis.  Melamoras.  Water  Witch  145;  Hous- 
ton's pii.clamalion,  invasion  of  Texas  163;  letter   from 
164;  Mr.  Ellis  returns,  specie  governmeni.  Gen.  Thomp- 
son in,  tax  law  210;  Sania  Anna,  liberality  of  Mr.  Ellis 
to  jirisoners,  census  of.  congress  for  framing  consiitution 
211;  boundary  line  219;  message  relmive   to  claims  on 
251;  calls  for  information    relaiive  to  report  of  eonimif- 
sioners,  also  as  10  claims  on  254;  Santa  Fe  prisoners  ic- 
leased,  Santa   Anna's   proclamaiion,    piodainnlion    of 
minister  of  war  2J^;  negotiations  with   273;  coii-iiiueiit 
congress   assemble,  various  items,  letter  from  .secretary 
of  suite  of  lo  seereiary  of  U.  S.  305;  eiiquirv  in    [J.   S 
.senate   us  to   c^irresnondencc    with    Texas '318;    letter 
from  iniiiisicrol  1//;  Mr.  Adaiii.s' resolution  adopted  319; 
release  of  Santa  Fe  prisoners,  Santa  Anna's  speech  321; 
cmiinnnicaiion;  relative  to  relaliona  with  326,  327,  328, 
333;  Gen.  Reis  ab'iiii  to  invade  Texas                         4'J3' 
Mexico  Gulf  of  on  defences  of  the                           190 
A/iV.7iiir„„_,esoluiioii3  on  Gen.  Jackson  fine  15;  boiir;- 
daiy  60,  139;  Oregon  156;  proclamation,  stale  lio.ids  l'J5; 
memorial,  lumber  213;  Hour,  lax,  sale  of  lands  224,  nro- 
lection  237;  rail  road  ir..ii  373;  emigranis                       333 
Mirlii_;aii  lake,  nroieciiim  of  commerce                   335 
Middleton,  Ariiiur,  likciie^s  of  Columbus        236  3  jl 
Mi.ls.'iipnie.i  and  nav.il  officers,  inquiry  as  to  anpoi-ii- 
inenls  191;  r.gisierol  exaniinaiioii                                304 
.Mil. -age,   report  61;  memorial  for  reduction  191;  vote.? 
on  3ol:  amendnieiits  365;  miuoriiy  report  367           414' 
Milit.iry,    two    new    cmipanies     horse  ariillery    93:. 
M>iine  oil   delenee.^  9.1;  I.Mning   tents  1 1 1;  invi'aiion  lo 
the  (It   Rhode  Island  li'J;  |.,vva  114;   hill   10  leduce  220;* 
.Mr  Cainplie!l'sre.5..|iinn,i  22>;  que.stion  233;  to  compleie 
issuing  ol    report  263;  eneampineiii  in  Kentucky  35G;  of 
rioriaa                                                                              3^7 

Miliinry  academy  213,  21.9,  301;  see  appropriations. 
Geugraiwiea;  di.pjrtniciils  in  3116 

Military  lan.i  w-'oiaiits  251 

Miliiary  po.-s,  r-pni  on  est.ihljshing chain  nf,  &c.  '2'22, 
Miliiaiy  service.,  claim  fjr2J7;  ,„il„ia  of  FLu'ida  3»i; 

'"i;-';',,    .  303 

Millentes  -jcm 

Mines,  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  -jy? 

Mo.ers,  bill  toesialilisii  corps  of  J3;^ 

Minis  er,  to  and  liom  .Me.\ico  61  81;  to  Spain  84 

Mints,  the  branch  34 

j'.//.«i.Mi>;)i— assuming  drills  of  61;  free  negroes   112; 

land  tides,  iidmission  of  Texas,  distiibuiion  law,  tariff',  in- 

deimi  y.  light  house,  bankrnnt  &c.  presented  to  U.  S 

.set!  lie   1511;  school  reservation  233;  233;  comnacts    236 

M'Msissippitrigair,  item  "  j-jy 

M  ssis.«!!pj)i  river,  f.\,  .   i-linr.s  o'ig 

b'lM««ri--Oregon  :       :  :-      .        ;i„t   of  land  174;  d.  bt 

226;  hank,  boundary  1 ;  il-nie  city  334 

Aii-sourisieaiii  lri:iii:r, -,,. ,.-(,, ,,,iie.  98,  197 
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MoiiumciH,  Uiicas  lOOj  Hale  220;  ihe  Bunker  Hill  288, 1  U.S.  ^eiv.iie  348— considered  350— anieiidmeiits  disposed 
344,  334   of  351,353 — lo  regulate  eiilisinicnis  in  amended  ai)d_en 
Movri-,  Mr.  C.  correspnndonce  of  262  j  grossed  365 — appropriation  bill  reported  in  senate  365 — 

M -rnions,  144.  159,  na,  221.272,   323;  charges   342;  j  proceeding  in  H.  R.  relative  to  366— report  of  com.  of 
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Murphy,  "en.  mission 

i1/u»i:u(— present  from  sultan 
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I>Jational  debt,  ofGreal  Britain  6i 

National  institute,  meeting  2i2;  Oiiizot  275;  J.  H. 
Causten  312;  bill  ineorporaiiny  318 

Naturalization  laws,  charge  3G5 

NaviiJaiion,  by  sieam  G.  Britain  17;  resnlulion  rcspec- 
tine  47;°Illinois  river  87;  bill  tor  iinprovin?,  of  western 
waters 93  126,  319;  of  lakes  221:  Danube  306;  report  of 
conim.  on  314  to  318, 315  to  348,  362  to  365;  of  Cuba   392 

Neapolitan  indemmiy,  paid  352 

New  HompsUire — candidates  16;  U.  S.  senator  16,  32, 
242  eleciiuns  4i.  64;  legislature,  councillors,  resolutions 
decimin"  to  disirici  the  slate  276;  military  claim  343;  re- 
quisiiion'torT.W.  Dorr  403,416 

New  Jeraev— difierencer<  settled,  imprisonment  for  debt 
abolished  321  memorial  75;  convention  192;  tariff  233, 
334-  Mr  b  luthard's  death  253:  VV.  L.  Dayton  U.  S.  se- 
nator 297;  Judge  Rossell  3^4 

New  I'urA— items  52  3,  61;  petitions  from  citizens  of 
aBain«t  anne.tiiiK  Texas  to  U.  Stales  61;  cordage  niemo- 
riil  75-  oeutions  for  congress  of  naiion-f  75;  distribution 
fi„  8ij;  direct  t.i.x,  G^v.  Seward,  Virjiinia  86:  home   in- 
dustry convention,  debt  of  city  96;  lesislaluie  adjourn, 
business  iiaiisacied,  slave  question   112.   ll(;LiOv.  ne- 
......-.,•=  ^indication  ol  executive  rights  117;  veio  message 

in"  129;  home   industry  convention  132-3-4;  no- 
iis^rejecieil  144;  foriihcations  143;  survey  of  153; 
Mr  Clay"l54;  loan  256;  items  320;  imprisomnent  for  debt 
nliolislied   322;  ad   vnlorem  duty  314;  courts  in  vi'esiern 
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d  369 — to  re-organize,  amended  and  engrossed 
senate  377 — on  reducing  pay  while  on  fitrlough  engros- 
sed lb — to  eslablish  schools  of  instruction  in  passetJ  378 — 
to  regulate  enlistments  in,  concerning  professor  ot  math- 
ematics, to  reorganize,  to  establish  school  for  instruction 
reported  in  H.  R.  393— provision  of  for  1842,403^on  pay 
of  persons  and  warrant  officers  reported  415— for  navy 
passed  ib 

Naval  pension  fund— bill  making  appropriations  for 
supply  of  deficiency  of  365— proviso  ofTered,  debated  and 
postponed  377 — passed  37.3 —  398 

Naval  court  martial — at  Baltimore  16— Capt.  Clack's 
trial  99— reassembled  at  Baltimore  147— Com.  Latimer's 
sentence  161— Lieut.  G.  Aaams  suspended  192— at  New 
York  or  various  322— officers  of  at  New  York  341— 
twenty-three  to  be  tried  by  342 — reprimand  of  midship- 
man May,  Lieut.  PincUncy  on  trial  384— Lieut.  Robinson 
acquitted,  R.  E.  Johnson's  acquittal  335— Lieut.'  Wilkes 
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—  African  coast — squadron  for  suppression  of  slave  trade 
52— Vandalia  sails  for  192— the  Fairfield  from  Algiers 
arrives  at  Gibraltar  356 
—Exploring  expedition— loss  of  Peacock  3,  20, 21— call 
for  correspondence  from  93 — informinion  of  150— bill 
for  publication  of  discoveries  liy  188,  233— return  ol  ship 
Clarendon  240— brig  Porpoise  and  the  Oregon  i6— items 

304 
— East  India  squadron — frigate  Constellation,  sloop  of 
war  Boston,  death  of  nndshipman  48— Conslcllation  and 
Boston,  Porpoise  and  Oregon  165 — Vincennes,  Columbia 
ib — Constitution  Singapore  to  Macao.Boston  for  Manilla 
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—  Mediterranean  squadron-  arrival  of  the  Fairfield  and 
Preble  at  Gibraltar  306— trigate  Brandy  wine  arrives  320 
ihe  Congress  to  sail  to  ib — sailed  322 
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_  n'"iit.s,  rail  road  3<6,  rail  road,  prison  siatisiics, 
canal  lolls'337;  R  .use's  point  ceded  to  416 

New  Yurk  i.iVy— items  96,  debt  of  176;  sciiouls  310;  ta- 
riff 334;  cus'oni  house  352;  loan  368;  insurance  reduced 
3S4;  July  collections  403 

Ni"er,  expedition  to  64,  176 

Aor(/>  Caruhiui — tenth  of  U.  S.  senator  14,  15;  whig 
convention  64. 1115  7;  resuinpiion  30,  143;  Van  Buren 
conveniion  242  3;  elecuon  331;  treasurer  of,  gold  iiiliie 
3^7;  marine  hospital  in  415 

North  Eas'ern  boundary — gov.  of  Ma.osachnseits  on  3; 
president's  letter  on  15;  resolutions  ot  Louisiana.  29;  sur 
veyors  coiniii.  110;  Lord  Ashburton  on  115,  147;  procla- 
mation ol  governor  of  Maine,  relative  to  it,-  Massacliu- 
6etts20-t;  (^)uiiiiissioners  on  assemble  at  Washington 
242  272,  2'jO;  conclusion  of  qnestion  on  3.37;  on  trea'y  in 
rela'tion  to  33.1;  Mr.  Allen's  speech  on  373  4;  ratification 
of  tieaiv  by  in  U.  S.  senate,  outline  of  treaty  401 

NulliHcaiion,  New  Hampshire  276 

Naval  affiiirs— wreck  of  the  Peacock  3.  4.20, 15;  court 
martial  in  lialiiinore  16;  the  Yorkiown  ib;  68;  hemp  for 
46;  promotions,  marine  corps,  appointments,  orders  32; 
resolutions  of  Marsdand  in  reference  to  61;  war  steamer 
73;  Missouri  ngroiind,  Mississippi  85;  debate  on  bill  i.ies- 
lablish  laws  for  &,c.  call  fur  cories|ioiidence  of  exploring 
expedition  93;  tabular  statement  of  names,  services  ii,c. 
of  officers  required  95;  the  Missouri's  loss,  steam  fri  ates 
ih\  iron  steamers  99;  Missouri  reaches  Washington  id; 
id'J*  steam  frigate,  Raritan,  Columbus,  dismissal  of  Capt. 
Clack,  Ciipi.^antzinger  in  iho  PeiMisylvania.  launch  of 
'I'ruxton  and  Soiners  116,  140;  Mr.  Woodbury  in  tela- 
tion'io  new  books  140;  obituary  of  Lieut.  Burden  117; 
notice  of  sccieinry's  plan  for  re-ori.'anizution  ol,llneo  ad- 
ditional grades.  Paixhon  gnna  165;  launch  of  Rariluii 
p.i«tponed  launch  of  Ciimberliind  and    Savannah  203; 
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;sip;ii  212;  recominpndai:on  to  re- 
re  es'iib  ishnicnt  220;  board  ofcx- 
len  227;  on  c  xpen^es  of  223;  Pro- 
[  report,  list  of  as.si.'itnnt  suriieo.is 
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apprupriation  hill  2^0,  367,  369, 
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hill  31'.l;  I'orls- 


tr  Montevideo,  Delaware,  Potomac,  Concord,  Marion, 
Decatur,  Enterprise  116 — the  Marion  from  Brazil,  ves- 
sels 211— Columbia  suds  322— Potomac  arrives  355— 
sloop  of  war  Boston  for  Manilla,  Concord  for  L^aguavra 
!6— on  establishing  schools  of  instruction  in  378 — snip 
St.  Louis,  the  Yorktown,  Cyanr,  sch.  Shark  also  at  Cal- 
lao.  Brazil  squadron  335— Columbia  for  Rio  403 

—West  India   and  home  squadron— steamer  Missouri 
32— the  Warren  52— Levant  *— Ontario,  Capt.  Nichol- 
son at  Charlctown  navv  yard  85— frigate  Columbia,  brig 
Truxion    99— Dolphin, 'Pennsylvania,    Vandalia.    Fal- 
mouth at  Norfolk  116— the    Warren    for  Norfolk  208— 
Dolphin  for  Peiisacola  i6— change  of  officers  in  the  War- 
ren, marine  drowned  306.  steam  frigate  Mississippi  for 
Mexico  322.  the  Macedonian  355,  the  Boxer  to|Trinidad 
de  Cuba  356,  Macedonian  arrives  334.  Columbus,  Poto- 
mac, Macedonian,  brig  Somers,ship  Falmouth,  sieLin  fri- 
gate Mib.iouri385,  Missouri  403 
Naval  force,  of  Great  Britain  113,  256,  306.  Paixhan 
guns  adop'ed  in  32'i,  war  steamer  in  Canada  ib 
O. 
O'Connell,  abolition   address     32;  on  right  of  search 
49;  .nddress  of  to  Irishmen  of  U.  S  82;  insult               258 
Oltio — petition  from  Austinsbnrg  for  amicable  division 
orunion  13;  whig  convention  16,  32;  report  of  hoard  of 
public  works  35;Gin.  Jackson  60;  duties  on  woollens  75; 
resumption  80;  land  office  discontinued  86;  E.  P.  Lang- 
don  87;  on  annexing  Texas  122, 141;  circuit  and  district 
courts  205;  whig  nomination  272;  army  worm,  state  scrip 
381.  e.xtra  session,  parlifa|organizing  3.37;  slate  loan,  trade 
of  Cleveland,  extra  session  333;  apportionment  bill  403; 
Iciolative  proceedings  404;  congressional uimricts  of,  ap- 
pr°aiaeiiiciit  law  405;  whigaddii3s«  405 
Oil,  items                                                              272,416 
Oinnigrnph  enaraving  35i 
Oieeun — applications  lor  extension  of  U.  S.  laws  to  75 
109,  122;  Missouri  for  settlement  of  140;    Michigan  foi 
mili'iary  occupation  ot  156;  narrative  of  discovery  of  184 
Illinois  peiition  for  grunts  of  land   &c.  in    188;  ex;)e^di^ 
tiou  to 
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ly  r.laine  lo  hl.ok'^  emphnodni  iV.;  Ii~l  i 
vesscl-i  iniptiired  by  in  war  of  1312  i/.;  reitnlations  3TM 
dnathoK',.  Matthews,  reprimand  ol  mldshipinan  May 
(peed  of  sieiimer  Missouri  3H1;  extract  from  I'lmldin;;' 
letter  of  inalruction»  335;  acts  reported  in  II.  R.  39-t;  con; 
Lavalette,  com.  Bnrroii.no  nn.re  n|.iir,ii.ic,.s.  120  cnn 
■hip.  trial  of  Lieut  Wilkes,  provision?  ..f  bill  lor  1812  103. 
Cob's  submarine  battery  416;  iinnnal  lepon  of  ex|iciidi- 
lures  of  uvcry  ship  in  service  required  ib\ 

Navy  bilb — authorising  construction  of  war  sirnniir 
47,  93;  authorising  ilepot  for  charts  and  insiruiii>'ntH  ol 
47-  firistablishineni  of  schools  47;  to  rcguluie  pnv  of  offi- 
cers 7U;  r.-port.-d  f.r  csiablr-hni.  iit  of  laws  and  rules  f.r 
governnieni  ol  93;  re|K>rlcd  nmlioriHog  cerlain  po-vers 
in  i-ccreuirv  of  navv  an'l  regiila'ng  |.|ili«'nienls  in  110— 
on  app  iiniing  biird  lor  prepara  ion  of  rules  n-id  regula- 
lions  191— debnled  207— r.'purte.l  in  II  R.  219— amend 
ed  anil  pies,  nied  .-^eiil  to  senate  318 — npiiropriatioii  bill 
H.  rep  190,  191— lebateil  203,206,  2:»7— renoried  in  '•n- 
null'  217— lisciisscd  230,  231  — iiniunded  and  pasned  'Jii"* 
bill  r.  p.a.e.l  for  tupplyiiiu  deficienriis  in  |icnsion  fund 
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PatroniiL'C,  of  press,  resolution  adopted 
Peace    Inuh  court  of  naiions  lor  promotion  of  46 
Peuclioreliarda  -lIC 

Peacock  the,  account  of  loss  of  3  4.  20,  21 

iVarl  huiions.  petition  from  manufacturers  of         K33 
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I'lel.  Mr.  speech  of 
I'mnftilcatiiu — legislature,  Girard  college,  Mr.  Donlap 
16;  resu'nptioii,   lanff  convention   32;  A.    H.  Reid  36; 
'I'exas  f?;  asscssmeni  43;  highway  in  61;  memorial  tor 
dniv  on  iron  nuked  75;  iieins  36;  legislaturn   adjournod 
96;  Hamiy  case  148;  legislature  meet   to  disirici  state, 
message  242;  time  of  bolJing  I!.  H.  western  circuit  court 
in  318;  imprisonineni  for  debt  ab.ilished  in  322;  Judge 
Pofier,  slate  debt,  reports  on  hank  frauds  323;  arrange- 
ment of  ilisru-is,  act    to  slay  execuiions.   ways   and 
means  312;  nut  in  Phihtdelpliia  356:  memorial  3<0,  381; 
oflicitil   n 'lilicaiion   to  slicrilfs  of  relative  to  upporiion. 
incnl  bill  334;  lailirmrin..ri.il  399,412 

i'en.'ioiH  —petition  for  47;  resolution  relative  to  334. 
366.  373,  399;  lull  to.  certain  widows  passed  397;  navy 
lull  .incnd«d  and  pan-  d  233.  3.W,  411 


Per  diem— for  reduction  of  45,  349,  366,  367;  vote  on 
331;  on  Gen.  Scott's  claim  for  52 

Petition,  prayer  for  right  of  46,  95 

Philadelphia,  resolutions  100;  riot  356 

Phonography,  discovery  415 

Pierce  Franklin,  letter  of  resignation  14 

Pigmies,  race  of  353 

Pittsburgh,  trade  of  with  Mexico  19;  petition  on  com- 
promise act  45;  powder  mills  100 
Poindexier,  Mr.  memorial                                          254 
Poinsett  Joel,  Guizot's  portrait                                   275 
Poland,  lands  to  emigrants  from  60 
Politics  of  ihe  day — meeting  in  J.  Q.  Adams'  district 
18;  invitation  to  Mr.  Clay  101;  from  the    Madisonian 
313  314,325;  letters  from  Messrs.  Wise  and  Fillmore 
361,  362;  New  York  336;  Maryland                            3S7 
Population,  of  Great   Britain  64;  of  France   36S;  of 
slates  in  proportion  to  their  territory                             369 
Pontoniers,  bill  relative  to                                           333 
Porter  Judge,  death  and  bioLTaphical  sketch            323 
Ponwat— items  66,   114,   146,  164,  225;  slove  trade 
176,  416 
Ptsiage,  on   letters  from  Europe  48;  on  with  Texas 
95;  bill  relative  to  348;  passed  349;  message  on          351 
Postmaster  general,  resolution  of  enquiry  of  47;  letter 
read  in  0.  States  senate  from                                        156 
Post  office— Now  York  memorial  75;  on  franking  75; 
communication  78;  legislature  of  New  York  on  reform 
of  laws  of                                                                        174 
Powder  mills,  at  Pittsburg                                         lOu 
Prairie,  chasm  in                                                        370 
Pre-emption,  bill  in  relation  to  in  loway  335,  37S;  rni- 
ners,  Wiskoosan  ib; 
Presidency — North  CaroUna  on  32;  Pennsylvania  on 
176;  meeting  on    in   Philadelphia  233;    Mr.   Calhoun, 
Gen.  Scott,  J.  Buchanan,  Van   Buren,  Clay,  Tyler  357; 
hig  convention  ol  Maryland                              224,403 
Prices,  at  Pittsburg  160,  352—366  items  chronicle  page 
of  each  number. 

Prisoners.  Mexican  258;  R.  Island  386,  337 

Process,  act  to  regulate  reported  351 

Proclamation — of  president  Houston  93;  of  governor 
of  Rhode  Island  99,  1 16;  of  gov.  of  Maine  147;  of  go- 
vernors of  R.  Island  and  Mic-nigan  195;  of  Dorr,  of  gov. 
King  277;  of  gov.  King  307;  by  president  Boyer  321 
Protection,  of  American  labor  and  products  asked  47; 
coasting  trade  resolution  ib;  memorial  relative  to  234,269 
Protest,  of  part  of  general  assembly  of  Virginia  86;  of 
General  Cass  against  French  concurrence  m  right  of 
search  229 

Providence,  (R.  I.)  custom  house  bill  122 

Prikssia,  letter  of  minister  from,  on  trade  72 

Public  debt,  ol  the  five  powers  352 

Public  lands— act  relating  to  considered  30,  45;  reso- 
lution relative  to  sate  of  Tennessee  adopted  46,  repeat 
of  bill  asked  47;  vote  on  Mr.  JIcRobert's  amendment 
relative  to  proceeds  of  61;  vote  on  passage  of  74,  76; 
resolution  of  enquiry  on  amount  of  sales  of  270;  bill  to 
confirm  claims  of  between  Rio  Hondo,  and  Sabine  ri- 
vers 333;  voles  on  section  in  relation  to  distribution  of 
proceeds  ol  in  tariff  bill  3.53;  Mr.  Benton  on  striking  out 
27th  sec.  in  relation  to  363;  proceeds  of  sale  ol  41^0 

Punishment,  ol  cerlain  crimes  6J 

Q. 

Quebec,  season  160;  Mr-  Renwick  384;  emigrants  400 
Quills,  memorials  from  dressers  of  29 

Quintuple  treaty — for  suppression  of  African  slave 
trade  89,  90,  91;  Mr.  Adams'  resolution  234;  president's 
replv  271 

Quixano,  sloops  of  war  dispatched  to  275 

R. 
Rail  road—orders  43,  64;  in  Europe  and  America  64; 
con^trnctiug  in  Pennsylvania  86;  New  York  and  Erie 
144;  report  on  in  France  163;  dreadful  accident,  vote 
ot  chamber  of  on  bill  for  225;  tlic  Baltimore  ond  Chi . 
opened  to  Hancock  227;  of  Sou'h  Carolina,  Canada 288; 
Vio'.oria  on  304;  progress  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  divi- 
dends, .Massachusetts,  Russian,  Austrian,  German,  &c. 
308;  mail  on  31S;  South  Cnrohnn,  Richmond  and  Fre- 
dericksburg, of  Georgia  344;  Ru.ssia  3.34;  items  368; 
duties  on  certain  iron  for  378;  New  York  and  Albany 
336;  the  Hudson  river  337;  items  of  416;  Maine,  memo- 
rial on  140;  memorial  from  Philad.  for  2SS;  J.  Heron  pe- 
titions for  extension  for  patent  on  improvement  of  ib; 
Re-apportionment,  Virginia  on  3  J;  item  SO 

Reciprocitv,  in  certain  cases,  bill  237 

Repeal  (Irl.h)  Gen.  Jackson  310 

liepori — on  currency  U.  S.  senate  9  to  13;  loss  of  ship 
Peacock  20;  of  ininoitly  on  currency  21  to  29;  board  of 
public  works.  Ohio   33,  45;  of  committee  of  mannfac- 
iiires  on  tariff"  103  to  109;  minority  on  tariff"  196  to  204; 
Sir.  .\damsoii  apportionment  329  to  332;  o(  coinmilleo 
on  commerce  and  navigation  314  lo  318;  345  to  348;  on 
agriculture  392  to  393;  of  ni'noritv  on  veto  message  407, 
403;  protcdl  and  counter  of  'I'.  W.  Gilmer      403  to  411 
Reporters,  resohitioiiB  for  employin(f  corps  of         218 
Kepreseniaiive  election.".  Mr.  Goggin  of  Va.  on      167 
Represenlation,  lahle  oi'  apportionment  of  343 

Requisition,  for  black  man  24u 

Remedial  jiistii*e — lull  for  extending  considered  140; 
considered  174,  175.  26<;  discussed  269.296,  297;  en- 
grossed 318;  passed  399;  debate  on  bill  in  house  of 
reps,  udopieii  415 

Removals,  from  office  160 

Rcsumpii'in,  in  varioin  stales  16;  N.  Jersey  on,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Maiyland  32;  of  Delaware  86 
Retrenchment — eomtniiiec  on    14;  rcpjrt  on    adopted 
15;  resolution    relative  to   messengers  ib;  30,  60;  bill  lo 
regulate  mileage  61,  74.  75;  item  '287;  hill  on              366 
Rc'rihuiire  jiHiieo                                                      149 
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Revenue— (see  tarifD  74;  Mr.  Allen's  resolution  and 
TWc  ihcreon  93,  ISO;  bill  reported  to  extend  existinc;  tar- 
iff bill,  August  333;  Mr.  Fillmore's  speech  on  bill  2J6  to 
S50;  bill  discussed  291  i  resolution  relative  to  adopted 
154;  »m«ndment8  reprinted  271;  alteration  eug|e3teH 
281;  debated  and  passed  232;  the  act  id;  debated  303; 
resolutions  to  restrict  debate  on  adopted  303;  official  cir- 
culars on  collecting  306)  bill  from  committee  of  ways 
and  means  237;  leave  to  introduce  bill  on  collection  of 
laid  on  table  313;  time  lor  closing  debated  on  tixed  319; 
collection  of  323;  Mr.  Botts  332;  bill  to  provide  in  sen. 
tind  referred  to  com  on  finance  iA;  bill  passed  house  of 
reps.  335;  bill  reported  in  senate  343;  report  on  tempo- 
rary bill  351;  bill  356,  363;  considered  ib;  debated  366; 
passed,  vetoed,  committee  to  report  thereon  369;  debat- 
ed on  U.  S.  senate  377)  position  of  bill  3S5;  of  Cuba  392; 
bill  to  increase  pay  of  officers  of  laid  on  table  397;  Mr. 
Johnson's  bill  on  raisins  399,  ib;  resolutions  relative  to 
bill,  vote  on,  alter  veto  i6;  item  400;  memorial  of  Bosto- 
nians  relative  to  411;  bill  discussed  lA;  bill  proposed  by 
Mr.  Evereti  412;  Mr.  Ingorsolls  ti;  debated  413;  debtite 
to  cease  414;  bill  passed  house  of  reps.  415;  tide  or  ift; 
features  of  bill  *^^ 

Revised  tariff,  reports  of  sec.  and  treasury  &c.  for  166 
Revolutionary  history  150;  reminiscences        357,  3j8 
Revolutionary  soldiers  352;  heroes   ib;  death  of  capt. 
Avery  384,  deaths  of  J  K.  Smith,  R.  Ayer  400 

Right  of  search— on  48;  O'Connell  on  49;  Guizot's 
remarks  growing  out  of  G.  Britain's  claim  ib;  Cass'  pam- 
phlet 6t  to  60;  on  mutual  73,  74;  defeated  in  chamber 
of  deputies  113;  Lord  Aberdeen's  reply  to  Mr.  Sleven- 
Bon's  note  118,119;  essay  on  published  128;  notice  of 
Mr.  Cu.hing's  letter  147;  France  on  162;  Gen.  Cass's 
protest  against  the  concurrence  of  France  in  freaty  ol 
229  to  231;  French  deputies  on  Guizoi's  position  2o7; 
Russia  on    193;  chamber  of  deputies,  remarks  "•  Lon- 

Ri'ois,  in  Ireland  289;  in  Philadelphia  356 

Riley  James,  minister  from  Texas  lo 

Rhode  Wnnd— resolutions  on  tariff  and  on  choice  of 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president  15,  29;  on  peo- 
ple's constitution  32;  rejection  of  constitution  80;  on  ra- 
tifying con.stitution,  ballots,  and  lists,  N.  Y.  Journal  of 
Com.  on  85;  for  revision  of  tariff  93;  custom  house  95; 
ferment  in  96;  proclamation  of  governor  of,  articles  (rom 
editor  in,  ticket  nominated  99;  resolutions  presented  111; 
Globe  on  112;  elections,  Gjv  King's  proclamation,  pre- 
sident Tyler's  letter  to  Gjv.  King  1 16;  correspondence 
on  required  of  pre-5idetu  Tvler  122;  suffrage  parly  elec- 
tions, legal  elections,  general  iiivilalioii  to  military  129; 
message  referred  ib;  iMr.  Alien's  resoluiioii,  vote  on  140, 
144;  special  session.  Governor's  messai;e  147,  slate  of 
affairs  in,  acts  passed,  procession  of  suffrage  party, 
houses  organiaed,  Tlioin  i.<  W.  Dorr  organized  govern 
or,  imugural  address,  repeal  of  Algerine  act  by,  consti 
tutionallegiBlature  of  assembled  148,  155,  156  160;  ar- 
rests in  ii;  revolutionary  legislature  of  assembled.  Gov. 
Dorr's  inaugural  address,  tiiember  arrested,  the  legisla- 
ture assembled,  Dorr's  i)roclamation,  voles  for  governor, 
Mr.  Clarke's  requisition,  arrest  of  D.  J.  Pearce,  war- 
rants issued,  legislature,  arrests,  resigmtions,  resolutions 
of  .-neeiing  ai  Providence  165;  Dorr  at  Washington, 
Connecticut  mediation,  prisoners  bailed  166;  resolutions 
from  in  l).  States  senate  174,  176;  statemeni  of  Messrs. 
Whipple  and  others    to  president,  Whipple's  letter  78; 

{)resident's  letter,  assembly  convene.  Gov-  King's  proc- 
amaiion.  Dorr  at  N.  York,  resolutions  ot  meeting  at 
Providence,  invitation  to  Dorr,  reply,  plot,  siatement,179; 
proclamation  of  Dorr  180;  memorial  sent  to  congress 
from  Phila.  183;  resolutions  in  U.  S.  senate  debated  ih\ 
items  of  revolutionists  192;  D  irr's  proclamation,  two  4 
pounders  taken,  attack  upon  arsenal  ihreaiened,  ciiizens 
protect  it.  Gov.  King  calls  to  arms,  council  order  P  irr 
to  be  taken,  despatches,  mayor  requires  friends  of  char- 
ter to  close  shops,  guard  placed.  Dorr  leaves,  Anthonv's 
house  surrounded,  pur.«uit  of  Dorr,  suffrage  men  dis- 
perse, resignation  handbills,  comments  of  various  papers 
on,  general  orders  194,  195;  Mr.  Tallmadge's  resolu- 
tions relative  to  affairs  of  20.5;  paper  controversy,  leiis- 
Ittture  212;  reward  offered  for  apprehension  of  Dirr, 
meeting  and  proceedings  of  his  pariizans,  Connecticut 
in  reference  to  his  surrender  225;  doings  of  suffrage  par- 
ty 256;  Judge  Story  on  treason,  assembly  meet.aitempt 
to  steal  field  pieces,  resigiiauon  of  suffrage  legislature, 
indications  of  D  irr'a  course,  gunpowder  stolen,  atleinpis 
to  steal  guns  259;  Mr.  Allen's  resoluiion  on,  taken  up  in 
U.  S.  senate  269;  governor  of  authorized  to  declare  mar- 
tial law,  new  constitution,  convenlion  to  be  held  in,  in- 
surgents near  Chepachut,  events  in  relation  thereto,  maj. 
gen.  McNeill  commands  state  forces.  Dorr  atCheparhet 
276;  Daitee  J.  Pearce  and  others,  proclamation  of  Gov. 
King,  banks  closed,  general  orders,  T.  W.  Dorr,  letter 
of  suffrage  party.  Dorr  fled,  Pawtncket,  Chepachet,  kil- 
led and  wounded  277;  prisoner.^,  search  for  arms,  depu- 
tation from  Gov.  Seward  to  273;  item  238;  proclamation 
for  day  of  public  ihanksgiving,  prisoners,  letter  from  R. 
A.  Hitchcock  307;  editorials  on  307,  308;  convenlion,  to 
be  elected,  governor's  address  385;  marliul  law  suspend- 
ed, New  York  sympaihisers,  number  of  prisoners  3p6; 
requisition  on  New  Hampshire  for  Dorr 

Robinson,  T.  F.  treasury  agent  to  Europe 

Roenne,  iPrussian   minister)  on  trade 

Ross,  eapl.  discoveriLS  by 

Ross  John,  investigation  as  to  payment 

Rouse's  Point,  ceded  to  New  York 

Roval  agricultural  socictv  (England)  dinner 


Russia — inroads  by  Circassians  114;  currency  of  149; 
letters  of  emperor  of  to  J.  Q.  Adams  on  iniMdiiction  of 
steam  vessels  into  149;  on  right  of  search  193;  compli- 
ment from  to  J.  F.  Audubon  256,  290;  rail  roads        354 
S. 
Sabbath  day,  law  decision  on  working  on  259;  memo- 
rial against  travelling  tS&c.  on  156 
Saddlers,  &c.  petitions  from                                        174 
Saltonstall,  Mr.  speech  of  on  tariff                            263 
Sandwich  Islanils,  Americans  in                               400 
Santa  Fe.  relative  to  prisoners  taken  60,  66,  192,  25S. 
272;  list  of  the  dead  of  311;  release  321 
Sappers,  miners  and  pontoniers,  bill  to  establish  corps 
of                                                                       109,111,333 
Savannah— custom  house  46 
Schools,  of  Cincinnan  87;  funds  of  in  Connecticut  165; 
election  of  commissioners,  N.  York  256;  number  in  U. 
S.356;  in  N.  York  city                                                   310 
School  lands,  bill  relative  to                                         336 
School  naval,  bill  for  establishment  of  74,  378           393 
School  reservations,  bill  relating  to  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  passed                                                    233,  236 
Scott,  m:ij.gen.  enquiry  as  to  pay  15;  resolution  cor- 
rected 16;  facts  52 
Sheep,  value  of  18;  frozen                                           272 
Ship  owners,  memorial  against  restriction  tariff      333 
Shoe  and  leather  dealers  37,  64;  address  by        63,  69 
Sea  wall,  at  St.  Augustine                                          183 
Secretary  of  war — on  expenditures  45;  enquiry  rela- 
lative  to  agents  employed  on  ordnance  business  and  gra- 
duates of  West  Point  95;  enquiry  relative  to  Georgia  95; 
communication  on    reducing  expenses  122;  correspon- 
dence with  gov.  of  Georgia  142;  report  on  improving  the 
Delta  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Hudson  159;  communi 
cation  relative  to  army  177;  relative  to  exhausted  appro- 
priations 190;  instructions  211;  remarks  237;  enquiry  re- 
lative to  removals  from  armories  &c.  282;  reply  283;  en- 
quiry as  to  number  and  condition  of  blacks  in  army  367; 
relative  to  payments  to  Jerh.  Hernantiez  and  Gen.  Clinch 
ib;  relation  to  lefusal  of  to  communicate  certain  papers 
379,  331,  883;  regulation  for  army  335;  enquiry  relative  to 
resignations                                                                      393 
Secretary  of  navy— *rror  in  cost  of  steamers  corrected, 
trial  of  Capt.   Bolton  15;  loss  of  U.  S.  ship  Peacock  20, 
21;  communication  45;  on  hemp  agent  it;  on  war  steam- 
er, on  officers  in  depariinent7o  78;  call  for  correspon- 
dence  with  exploring  expedition   93;  tabular  statement 
returned  from  relative  to   names  and  services  of  officers 
of  navy  95;  bill  authorising  regulations  110;  bill  authoris- 
ing steamships  110;  bill  to   ascertain  certain  longitudes 
190;  exhtiMStion  of  appropriations  ib;  on  navy  pensions 
222;  call  for  orders  issued  to  navy  yards  &c.  16;  commu- 
nication relative  to  Lake   steamer  &c.  239;  report   pre- 
vennng  explosion  of  steamers  282;  call  for  report  from 
285;  enquiiy  concerning  number  of  blacks  in   army  and 
navy  367;  letter  acquitting  R.  E.  Johnson  385;  requiring 
annual  statement  of  expenditures  of  every  vessel        415 
Secretary  of  treasury  (W.  Forward)— report  froni  31; 
statement  of  means  on  1st  March,  811  ih;  call  for  infor- 
mation   relative  to  fees  61;  com.  relative   to  finances  78; 
call  authorising  war  steamers  93;  enquiry  wheilier  repeal 
of  distribution  act  &c.  is  necessary  &c.  93;  land  aiirvevs 
public  lands  for  sale  &c.  110;  report  of  revised  tariff  166, 


175,  bill   accompanying  report   referred  190;  relative 
money   received    by   J.  D. 


403 

307 
72,  73 
148 
318,  233 
416 
360 
Rules,  amendment  of  61;' Mr  John  Q.  Adams  76; 
ote  .      .  234 

Rumsey  James,  pamphlet  on  steam  navigation       127 


Doty  &c.  222;  also  tabular 
staten'ients,  export  and  imports  of  tobacco  tfec.  ib;  273  to 
23I;  number  of  clerks,  salaries,  names  &c.  233;  relative 
to  p.iyments  on  public  land  sales  239;  enquiry  270;  au 
thorised  to  employ  clerk  ib;  call  for  geological  survey  of 
Iowa  and  Wisconsan  235;  enquiry  relative  to  unexpend- 
ed money  of  fiscal  uficers  287;  enquiry  relative  to  collec- 
tion of  duties  297;  circulars  to  collectors  306;  bill  relative 
M  Swariwout  333;  receipts,  first  half  year,  treasury  n.>ie3 
255;  report  of  payments  for  private  claims  from  1335  to 
1841  376;  communication  from  413 

.Secretary  o(  state — information  required  of  on  tobacco 
Ir.adc  143;  letter  to  govs,  of  Maine  and  MassachuseltG 
161;  on  Mexico  251,  278,  305;  relative  to  line  of  steamers 
275;  on  navigation  327-8  9;  copy  of  president  reasons  for 
signing  apportionment  bill  303.  dechning  invitation  312; 
treaty  relative  to  boundary  in  senate  369;  bill  in  requiring 
annual  statement  from  of  all  changes  111  foreign  taiiils 

379 
Scminoles  336 

Senators  of  LF.  S  whose  terms  expire  on  4th  of  March 
1343  369 

Senecas,  relative  to  late  treaty  47;  council  held  bv, 
new  treaty  116;  dispute  adjusted  223 

Sewanl,  cov.  message  vindicating  rights  &.C.  117;  de- 
nutation  to  R.  Island  273 
Siam-                                                                      115,  190 
Sickness,  statistics  of  416 
Silk,  in    United    Siates  304;  at  Sing  Sing  336;  machi- 
nery for  manufacture  in  Ohio  400 
Silver,  relative  to  93 
Sismondi  (historian)  death  of                                     338 
Slaves — proceedings  in  Maryland  relative  16,  32;  peti- 
tions for  New  York  on   abolition  of  in  Florida,  District 
of  Columbia  and  transportation  of  in  vessels  47;  O'Con- 
nell on  49;  Mr.  Giddings  resolutions  relative  to  Creole  62; 
O'Connel  to  Irishmen  of  U.  States  on  S3;  Quintuple  trea- 
ty to  prevent  89,  90,  91;  effect  of  on  population  370;  num- 
ber liberated  j6;Lord  Brougham  on  case  of  the  Creole  33; 
treaty  for   suppression  of  trade  65;  black  and  white,  on 
irade  of  101;  J.  Pierpont  on  102;  trade  in  Cuba  112;  N. 
York  on  112:  trial  by  jury  to  fugitivei<,  to  steal  declared 
criminal.  Gov.  S.-wurd's  message  1 17;  circular  on  trade 
in  distributed  1;  in    Africa  203;  Mr.  Adams'  resolution 
for  inforniaiion  relative  to  treaty  for  suppression  oft 
in  254;  relative  to  sale  of  of  Gen.  Watson 


Slavers— capture  of  the  Gabriella  16;  fight  with  64,  445 
clause  to  be  introduced  into  act  relative  to  capture  of  in 
Great  Britain  290;  capture  of  16,200,321 

.Slave  trade,  extent  ol  324;  parliament  in  reference  to 
PorluguePe  410 

Smithsonian  bequest  109;  bill  reported  111 

Soda,  memorials  for  import  of  free  251 

Soiiiliard,  Mr   letter  resigning  president  of  U.  S.  se- 
nate 218;  thanks  and  condolence    t6;  announcement  of 
death  of,  character,  resolutions    283;  funeral  of         287 
Soulh  America — battle  by  Bolivians,  president  of  Peru 
shot  17;  Cartha"enian  -leei  destroyed    16;  Bolivians  ad- 
vance on  Peru,  British  admiral  arrives  at  Callao,  British 
affairs  113;  specie.  New  Grenada,  constitutional  authori- 
ties, various  items,    Demarara,  Panama,  Buenos  Ayres, 
Moiitevitieo,   French   treaty,   relative   to  death  of    Dr, 
Francia.  Entre   Rios,  Peru   226;  massacres  in    Buenos 
Ayres  256;  Venezuela,  Guiana   241;  horrible  assassina- 
tions in  Buenos  Ayres  272;  state  of  Venezuela  354 
South   Carolina — agricultural   society  87;  decision  on 
British  fugitives  99;  Mr.  Campbell  of  on  appropriation 
bill  163  to   174;  A,  Middleton  236,  318;  rail  roads  barba- 
cue  at  Columbia  344;  steam  engines  manufactured     337 
Spain— yi.  Salvandy  2,  66;  conspiracy,  Espartero  97; 
arms  112;  armv  114,  116;  disturbances,  drought,  contra- 
band, items  193;  songs,  proposed  iariff241;  disturbances, 
manufactory  of  arms  closed  258)  queen  purch.ises  Mai- 
niaison  304;  army  at  north  dissolved  339;  vessels   forbid 
using  Spanish  flag,  army,  reserve  402 
Stage  coaches,  in  the  desert                                       304 
State  bonds,  governor  of  Michigan,  proclamation    19.5 
Slate  debts,  W.  C.  Johnson  on                            319,  414 
St  Louis — trade  96j  steamboats  at                            363 
Siaiislics,  of  temperance  64,  144;  Illinois  river  87;  Me- 
thodists  160;   Mexican   census  211;    facts    and   causes 
affecting  foreign  trade  and  domestic  interests  2I5-6-7;  ex- 
pentiilures  ol    France  241;  fire  in   Hamburg  258:  lake 
fisheries  260-1;    tobacco  279,  280-1;  of   coal  and   iron 
in  Virginia  342;ofbirihs.  deaths,  marriages  &c.in  Franco 
363;  of  temperance  in  iV.  York  384;  ol  state  prison  N.  Y. 
337;  of  .sickne.^s  416 
Statue  of  Wasliinglon,  removal  of  183 
St.  Domingo — earthquake  at                                     210 
Steamers,  Acadia  and   Unicorn  33;   explosion  48;  en- 
quiry relative  to  tor  defence  of  lakes  60;  report  relative  to 
75;  failure  of  West  India  line  of  81;  Missouri  aground, 
Mississippi  at    Wasliington  85;  on   Illinois  river  87;  bill 
for  building  93;  bill  passed  95,   HI;  catastrophe   to  Mis- 
souri 93;  packet  from  Biigium  100;  explosion  of  Medora, 
Georgia  burnt  *;  rcsulation  of  in  O.  Britain  112;  Tele- 
graph blown  up  113;  relative  to  invention  to  prevent  ex- 
plosions 122;  .Mi.esissippi   and  Missouri  127;  can.il   boat 
144;  items  i7i(Madagascar  burnt  145;  items  146, 151, 176; 
mail  from  South  Carolina  to  Cuba  188;  loss  of  a  193;  ex- 
plosion of  the  Douglas,  ship  Penelope  208;  Brinsh  Queen 
from  Belgium  209,Medina  collapses  240,256;  correspon- 
dence on  line  of  between  France  and  U.  S.  274;  reports 
on  331,  400;  experiment  of  invention  to  prevent  explosion 
232;  iron  304;  by  canal,  disasters  320;  Union  at  Chippewa 
323;  memorial  relative  to  334,   165;  loss  of  Teviot,  losses 
to  England  3B2;  to  Belgium  35S;  iron  ship  Great  Britain, 
French,  Black  Diamond,  line  of  iron  between  Hartford 
and  Philadelphia   368;  at  St.  Louis  ib;  frigate  Missouri 
335;  Great  Wesiern.  W.  I.  mail,  the  Bangor,  canal  pac- 
ket 403;  Lexington  ib;  bill  to  modify  act  to  prevent  acci- 
denls  by  414)  items  410 
Steam  excavator  156 
•Steam    navigation,   of  Great  Britain    17;   Ramsey's 
pamphlet  reprinted  127;  on  the  Danube                        3I3S 
Stevens'  war  sleamer  131 
St.  Lawrence,  navigation  of  128 
Stocks — see  Chronicle  page  of  each  number. 
Submarine  explosiim  batteiv  310 
Sugar,  memorials  for  duty  *^31;  produce  of  in  Venuont 
416;  convenlion  of  planters  176;  memorial                214-5 
Sumatra — regulation  relative  to  trade  146 
Sun,  the  face  of  the                                                     336 
Supreme  court,  bill  for  furnishing  reports              29,  45 
Si/ria — mission  houses  destroyei]  146;  insurrection  163; 
Turkey  and  Russian                                                      226 
Swartwoui,  Samuel,  peti'ion  of  sureties  45;  bill        333 
.Sweden- special  treaty  with  France  83;  opening  of  the 
Upsala  chest  164;  value  of  labor  in  263 
T. 
Tailors,  praying  for  duty  on  foreign  clothing  2,50 
'I'alcolt,  capt ,  report  relative  to  219 
Tallmadgp,  General  J,  home  industry  102;  tariff  262 
Tallmadge.  Mr— U.  S. senator,  on  presenting  memo- 
rial of  importers  for  tarifi'93;  resolulionsof  on  R,  Island 
affairs  "205 
Tariff— legislature  of  Rhode  Island  on  15,  29;  Savan- 
nah on  18;  Penn.  convention  on    32;  H.  Clay's  speech 
39;  peiiiions  from  Lebanon  for  45;  petitions  adverse  ih; 
memorials  from  Conncciicut  on  45;  petitions  relative  to 
47;  petition  ol  Vermonters  on  60;  Mr.  Huntingdon  on 
16;  hill  reported  63;  light  on  72,  74,  78;  convenlion  of  in 
Alabama  80;  published  bill  84,  93;  memorial  of  inipor- 
tors  ami  dealers  in  foreign  goods  93;  increase  of  asked, 
95.  96;  report  of  committee  of  manufactures  on    103  to 
1116;  bill  103,  109,  110;  prjceedincs  of  meeiing  in  Phil. 
Ill:  nieeiing.s  112,  140;  pedtion  of  Baltimoreaus  on  ili; 
156.  133;  report  on,  project  of  report  161;  report   of  re- 
vised 11)6,  167,   174;  printed  176,  176;  citizens   of  New 
York  ask  for  revision  188;  memorials  from  Penn.  ib;  bill 
referred  to  com.  of  ways  and  means  190;  report   of  mi- 
nority of  conimiitee  on  maniifnciiires  on  196  to  203;  ap- 
pendix thereto  -203;  petitions  205,  217.  213,  225,  233,  239; 
remonstrances  250;  memorials  for  i/)i  251;  bill   debated 
251,  253;  vote  on   passage  of  in  house  of  reps.  255;  let- 


INDEX. 


tpr  on  and  American  tabor  262;  Mr.  Saltonstall's  speech 
263,  264,  265;  Mr.  flambersham's  speech  265  to  26S;  Ihe 
the  provisional  bill  referred  268;  memorial  of  N.  York- 
ers relative  to  269;  debate  on  printing  tabular  statement 
of,  and  extra  copies  269;  bill  debated  27o,  371;  notice  of 
veto,  rreoideni's  veto  273,  2S7;  house  concur  in  senate's 
amendment  iSe,  287;  memorial  from  Pitisburg  296;  d: 
bale  on  veto  of  297  lo  302;  bill  rejected  303;  petition  of 
citizens  of  Richmond  for  of  discriminaring  duties  pre- 
sented to  house  of  reps,  ib;  discussed  304:  extract  from 
Boston  Advertiser  307;  from  Charleston  Mr-rcury  312; 
bill  considered  319:  collection  of  revenue  323;  abstract 
of  duties  on  which  the  vole  was  taken  324:  at  the  south 
336,  349;  vote  on  27tli  section  of  bill  353;  debated  in 
Henate  365;  progress  of  bill,  president's  veto,  referred 
369;  leqiniing  annual  statement  of  all  charges  of  foreign 
397;  Mr.  Adams'  report  on  veto  383,  385;  yeas  and  nays 
on  passage  of  bill  uf,  partv  vote  on,  vote'  according  to 
states,  vole  in  senate  on '389;  forei:,'n,  British  policy 
relative  ilt;  features  of  the  British  390:  abstract  of  Brit- 
ish and  French,  the  new,  of  France  391:  memorial  of 
Virginians  relative  to  397.  398;  memorial  399;  vote  on 
402:  resolution  of  com.  of  ways  and  means  rejected  412; 
features  of  bill  passed  415 

Tax— on  granting  right  of  lo  Illinois  in  certain  case  to 
tax  lands  60,  61:  petition  for  on  a,  goods  at  auction    295 
Taxation,  decision  in  Maryland  16:  Mr.  Peel  on     152 
Taylor,  N.  P.  233 

Telescope  of  ibe  Eari  of  Rosse  240 

Temperance  statistics  61,  144;  Cherokee  law  272; 
reform  336;  report  on  in  N.  York  384;  in  Te.\as  96,  192: 
reform  in  Boston  240 

Tenne.we— resumption  16;  resolution  on  sale  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  46;  on  annexation  of  Texas,  on  tobacco  and 
repeal  ot  bankrupt  law  47,  75;  bill  establishing  di.=trict 
curt  61;  passed  75;  without  senators  240;  banks  304, 
320;  purvey  of  Memphis 

Territories,  bills  relative  to  335 

Testimony,  to  legulate  taking  of  411,  412 

Texas — items  from  2;  minister  from  16,  32;  In 
on  annexation  of  45;  Beaver  co.  Penii.  opposed  to  an- 
nexation 47;  confidential  correspondence  with  Mexicans 
49;  on  boundary  line  60:  New  York  against  annexation 
61:  warlike  attitude  64:  sufferings  of  Santa  Fee  traders, 
proclamation,  letter  66:  address  of  Mariano  Aristo,  letter 
from  Gen.  Johnson  to  Gen  Hamilton,  and  reply  67:  re- 
treat of  Mexicans  80:  despatches,  Houston's  letter  on 
war  v%'ith  Mexico,enthusia9m,  items  from  82:  diplomatist 
from  to  Europe,  on  including  California  within  limits  of 
83;  communications  from  to  President  Tyler  95.  peti- 
tion against  annexation  of  96;  subscriptions  for  96;  ad- 
dress to  citizens  of  N.  Oricans  and  valley  of  Missis-sippi 
97:  leiier,  proclamation,  blockade  98;  Gen.  Houston's 
letter,  .Santa  Anna's  reply,  Metamoras,  Bexar  115;  boun- 
dary 122:  igainst  annexation  of  122,  144;  curiosities  145: 
extract  from  proclamation,  items  on  invasion  163,  176, 
192:  reselution  relative  to  boundary  line  of  219:  prepa- 
rations for  invading  Mexico 240;  crops.  J.  N.  Morehead, 
Bexar  unquiet,  French  colony  258,  ih;  enquiry  rela- 
tive to  correspondence  concerning  318,  319;  adopted  i6; 
Houston's  message,  naval  force  ready  for  service,  finan- 
ces, hatallion  of  D.  S.  volunteers  start  for  Corpus  Chris- 
li,  congress  organized  321:  conclusion  of  treaties  of  ami- 
ty and  commerce  with  Great  Britain  337:  ratification  of 
treaties  384,  385,  403 

Thompson,  Gen.  W.,  minister  to  Mexico  64,  210 
Thibet,  treaty  with  Chinese,  expediiion  to,  routed  146 
Thames  tunnel,  completed  304:  description  309 

Tobacco — resolutions  of  Tennessee  relative  to  47: 
miirkets  of  in  Liverpool  48,  96,  112;  Kentucky  on  re- 
strictions 122;  tabular  statement  of  exports  and  imports 
nf222,  276,279,  2S0,  281:  of  Maryland,  market  ol  224: 
inspections  256,  352:  crops  400;  demand  tor  416:  letter 
from  secretary  of  treasury  with  tables  shewing  exports 
and  imports  of  320.  Pricfs  ^c.  see  chronicle  page  of 
ettch  humber. 


'I'ocqucville,  Mr.  Alexis  De— of  French  Academy  of 
Science  2.59 

Tonnage— and  commerce  19:  of  British  shipping  96; 
bill  reported  to  alter  mode  of  admeasuring  of  251 

Trade — Pittsburg  with  Mexico  19;  remarks  on  policy 
of  fi.  Britain,  citizens  of  Lubec,  resolutions  relative  to 
38,  39;  Dosion  Atlas  on  policy  off!.  Britain,  Idler  on  .'53: 
on  treaty  for  suppression  of  in  slaves  65;  articles  on  71, 
72;  with  Germany  72,  73;  request  of  Texas  to  facilitate 
95;  of  St.  Louis  96;  slave  HH,  102;  balance  of  estima- 
ted 129:  on  Lakes  144:  regulation  of  in  Sumatra  146; 
ronl,  colonial  154,  176;  in  England  304:  extent  of  in 
•laveg  324 


Transportation — bill  to  prevent,  of  passengers  coast. 
wise  or  letters  in  foreign  vessels  111,  142,  400 

Travelling  4(;o 

Treason,  Judge  Story  on  259 

Treasury  ilep;irtmeni — bill  amendatory  of  aeis  p=iiip- 
hshing  13,  14:  Mr.  Allen's  res  .lutinn  deba'ed  45;  Mr. 
Preston  on  74:  resoluiions,  remarks  74.  76:  President 
Tyler's  letter  alluding  to  condiiion  of  76:  resolution  of 
inquiry  adopied  79:  J.  W.  McCulloh  first  comptroller 
93.  repoi;ts  of  secretary  of  on  tariff  166:  printed  175: 
comiiiunicalion  shewing  number  of  clerks,  names  and 
salaries  233:  Mr.  Woodbury's  resolution  of  enquiry  rela- 
tive to  money  borrowed  233:  circulars  to  collectors  306; 
receipts  for  six  mouths  355:  resolution  relative  to  365 
private  claims  since  1S35,  376:  vote  on  reimbursing  for 
monies  expended  in  extinguishing  Indians  titles  413, 414 
See  secretary  of  treasuiy. 

Treasury  agent,  to  Europe  307 

Treasury,  hill  to  define  fiscal  year  281 

Treasury  notes,  discount  of  in  Boston  80;  amount  of 
outstanding;  365 — see  chronicle  pages. 

Treaty— petition  relative  to  with  Seneca  Indians  47: 
European  54;  for  suppression  of  slave  trade  66: 
France  in  relation  to  66:  with  Wyandots  63:  Sweden's 
wiih  France  S3;  articles  of  the  quintuple  89,  90,  91:  ar- 
ticles of  witii  Choctaws  93:  Mr.  Linn's  resolution  to  give 
notice  to  British  government  fir  termination  of  for  joint 
occupancy  of  territory,  vote  atlinnative  110;  of  right  of 
search  debated  in  chamber  of  deputies  113:  of  Senecas 
116:  on  claims  for  the  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  140, 
268,393.  Seneca  Indians  228:  letter  on  facts  of  quintu- 
ple 271;  resolution  relative  to  Indian  331;  conclusion  of 
Texas  and  G.  Britain  337;  between  U.  States  and  G. 
Britain  303;  in  U.  S.  senate  369,  385;  with  Texas  ib.  U.  S. 
seriate  in  secret  session  on  397,  393:  with  Great  Britain 
ratified  by  401:  outlines  ib:  between  France  and  Bel- 
gium 402;  e.xecutive  session  of  .senate  on  411;  bill  repor- 
ted to  carry  into  effect  the  with  Wyandots  ib. 
Tunnel  304,  309,  384 
Turkey— items  97:  Divan,  Greek  minister  in,  Omer 
recalled,  Mount  Lebanon  governors  appointetj,  Izzet 
Mehemet  superceded  114:  reconciliation  of  with  Greece 
146:  envoy  from  Greece  to,  Syria,  163,  193:  Selim 
Bey  sailed  for  Beyrout,  remonstrance  of  Russia,  revolu- 
tion among  at  Nedsches  226;  Mehemet  Alii  offers  to  as- 
sist, Ibraham  Pacha,  extraordinary  council  on  Syrian 
affairs,  ferment  in  Wallachia  339;  position  of  European 
powers  towards  in  reference  to  Syria  354 
Tyler,  President-— letter  topjiitical  friends  of  Philadel- 
phia 4:  letters  accompanying  treasury  reports  31:  rep]y 
to  resolution  of  enquiry  as  to  applications  and  appoint- 
ments 63;  distribution  bill  message  75;  letter  on  condi- 
tion of  treasury  76;  message  relative  to  Texas  95:  let- 
ter from  to  Governer  of  R.  Island  116:  communication 
from  on  N.  Y.  custom-house  investigation  159;  letter  of 
on  terminating  hostilities  in  Florida  174,  175:  letter  from 
to  R.  Island  committee  179:  debate  on  liis  message  rela- 
tive to  termination  of  war  with  Florida  191;  message  in 
relation  to  conduct  of  receivers  of  pubhc  money  in  Illi- 
nois 233;  letter  from  262;  enquiry  relative  to  proceetJings 
of  case  of  citizens  aggrieved  in  Uruguay,  on  enquiry  re- 
lative to  copy  of  Quintuple  treaty  and  Lewis  Cass  271; 
veto  of  the  provisional  tariff  bill  273.  274;  letter  trans- 
mitiing  portrait  to  national  institute  275;  message  sane- 
honing  apportionment  bill  287;  letter  to  friends  tn  Phila. 
289;  reasons  for  signing  apportionment  bill  290;  message 
relative  to  adjustrnent  of  claim  297;  Mr.  Botis  against 
314:  communications  on  relations  between  Mexico  and 
U.  Stales  326,  333;  veto  of  tariff  bill  369;  veto  message 
371;  message  protesting  received  in  senate  378;  sig- 
natures to  naval  iippropriaiion  bill  379;  veto  message 
received  in  house  of  reps.  381;  message  from  declining 
to  conimunicafe  correspondence  relative  to  U.  States 
and  Mexico  411;  army  appropriation  bill  signed  415 
U. 
I'mbrella  manufacturers,  petition  from  174 
Uncas,  the  Moheu'an,  monument  100 
University  hall,  (Cambridge)  blown  up  304 
(j'pshur,  A.  P.  (see  secrelaiy  of  navy)  237 
Useful  arts,  bill  to.  promote  progress  of  333 
Uruguay,  outrage  227;  enquiry  relaiive  to               271 

Van  Buren,  Martin — at  Charieslon  16;  at  New  Or- 
leans 128;  Hermitage  160;  Cincinnati  256 
Van  Dieman's  land,  American  prisoners  at  30;  es- 
cape 288,352 
Van  Ness  Cornelius,  relative  to  payments  46 
Veazy,  Gov.  T.  W.,  death  of  380 
Vegetable  ivory  304 
Venezuela,  item  354 
Ventilator  conical,  for  ships  99;  description  I4S 


Vermont — on  exchequer  plan  45;  on  lariff  93:  Van 
Ruren  convention  203;  petition  from  wool  growers  of 
218.  334;  whig  meeting  and  nominaiions  322;  produce 
"I  sugar  in  416 

Ve  u— On  amending  constitution,  restricting  14,  29; 
on  Slate  printing  bill  New  York  129;  notice  of  the 
president's  on  the  provisional  revenue  bill  273,  274;  oa 
tariff  bill  287;  Mr.  Briggs  on  the  message  297;  Mr.  Til- 
linghast  on  299;  iWr.  Lane  on  300;  Mr.  Caruthers  301; 
debate  302;  resolution  amended  and  adopted  303;  con- 
sidered ib;  committee  appointed  to  report  on  369;  mes- 
sage of  President  Tyler  371;  received  and  read  in  house 
of  representatives  381;  Mr.  Adams  on  383;  report  on  399j 
adopted  ib;  vote  on  altering  constitution  ib;  report  of 
minority  on  407;  protest  and  counter  report  of  T.  W. 
Gilmer  408  to411;  debate  on  Adams'  resolution  412 
Virginia — on  re-apportionment  32,  80;  on  distribution 
act  32;  resumption  80;  protest  86;  new  counties,  legisla- 
tive acts  87;  elections  160,  176;  Mr.  Goggin  of  on  repre- 
sentative election  167;  legislature  192;  bounty  land  claim 
269.  285;  memorial  from  Richmond  for  increase  of  tar- 
iff 288.  303;  resolution  on  land  warrants  ib;  banks  320; 
statisiics  of  coal,  iron,  cotton,  freshet  342;  rail  roads  344; 
memorial  in  favor  of  free  trade  348;  remonstrating  a- 
gainst  tariff  ib;  rebellion,  position  of  E.  and  western, 
Lewisburg  convention  387;  petition  relative  to  tariff  397 
Visitation,  of  American  vessels  128 

W. 

Wabash  canal,  aid  asked  for  completion  of  93 

Wages  96:  in  Fiance,  Sweden,  England  263 

War  steamers— bill  authorising  93,   95;  passed  111; 

new  invention  for  151;  the  Penelope  208 

Washington,  G.,  extract  of  letter  on  signing  bills  with 

which  his  judgment  was  at  variance  405 

Watchmakers,  memorials  from  188,  213 

Watson,  Gen.  James,  bill  for  relief  of  2S5 

Weavers,  ball  for  benefit  of  258 

Webster,  D.  192 

Weeks  Aaron,  memorial  for  damage!  193 

Weights  and  measures,  report  on  109 

WesTeyan  methodists,  receipts  160 

Western  waters,  navigation  of  93 

West  Point,  enquiry  as  to  number  of  graduates  95; 

examination  256 

Wever  Caspar,  enquiry  relative  to  contract  333;  bill 

for  relief  of  397 

Wheat— market  of  G.  Britain  48,  114;  trade  176;  cropg 

192,  224,  240,  256,  320,  352, 368,  400, 416.    See  chronicle 

page  oj  each  number. 

Wheaton,  H.,  on  right  of  search  128;  member  of  aca- 
demy of  moral  institute  of  France  275 
Whig  convention  (of  N.  C.)                              112,117 
Whipple,  Mr.,  statement,  to  Governor  of  R.  I.        178 
Whistler.  Maj.,  invited  to  Russia  208;  sailed  272 
Wilcox,  Hon.  Leonard,  U.  Slates  senator  from  New 
Hampshire                                                           16,  29,  250 
Williams,  Hon.  Lewis,  death  of  announced       14.  15 
Wilkes  Charles,  (Com.  U.  S.  exploring  expedition)  re- 
port of  loss  of  Peacock  20;  extract  from  private  instruc- 
tion of  J.  K.  Paulding  to  385 
Wine,  depressed  condiiion  of  trade                          258 
Winnebagoes,  report  on  removal  of  175 
IVisionsan— resolutions  of  on  extinguishment  of  In- 
dian titles  and  removals  45;  boundary  line  of  60;  bill  to 
aid  in  erection  of  roads  and  canals  111;  resolution  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Dodge  191;  monies  received   by  J.  D.    Doty 
out  of  appropriations  for  erection  of  public  buildings  in 
222;  report  of  geological  survey  285;  memorial  from  mi- 
ners 297;  for  payment  for  erection  of  public  builtiings  in 
303;  bill  relative  to  lead  mines  333;  bill  granting  tract 
of  land  to  for  certain   purpose  335;  bill  granting  pre- 
emption right  ib:  lead   mine  bill  passed  397:  bill  for  re- 
lief of  certain  settlers  398;  emigration  to                     416 
Wise,  Mr.,  letter  from                                             361 
Wood,  comparative  strength  of  different  kinds       304 
Wooden  pavements                                                  400 
Wool— duty  asked  on  foreign  218.  224;  manufacture 
of  rags  tft.-  proceedings  of  convention  in  Vermont  334; 
in  Illinois  336,  384;  memorials  for  increaseof  duty  on  397 
WoHd's  convention,  private  meeting  of                   114 
Worth,  Col.  correspondence  Governor  of  Georgia  259 
Winthrop,  Mr.,  resignation                                        222 
Wyandots,  treaty  with  68 

Y. 
Yellow  fever  400,  416 

Yucatan,  items  96 

Z. 
Zull  Verein,  assembling  of  at  Berlin  3(3 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


The  packet  ship  North  America  arrived  at  New 
York  on  February  '2i,  from  Liverpool  on  January  8th. 
The  Hibcrnia  packet  arrived  on  the  2(3th  at  the  same 
port  having  left  Liverpool  on  January  13th.  On  the 
22d  inst.  the  British  steamer  Clyde,  Lieut.  Woodruff, 
R.  N.  commander,  arrived  at  Charleston,  from  Gra- 
nada, Nassau,  Savannah,  &c.  The  steamer  Dee  had 
arrived  at  Granada  with  Liverpool  dates  to  January 
16  which  the  Clyde  brought  on.  On  the  27th  the 
Clyde'  arrived  at  New  York  and  proceeded  on  the 
28th  to  Halifax  to  return  thence  via  New  York  and 
Charleston  to  Havana.  The  steamer  Caledonia,  which 
was  to  have  left  England  on  the  4th  February,  had 
not  arrived  at  Halifax  on  the  25th. 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Intelligence  of  the  taking  of  Amoy  had  reached 
London  on  the  6th  of  January,  and  was  published  ex- 
clusively in  the  Times  of  that  day.  With  it  came 
information  of  the  loss  of  the  Madagascar  steamship 
— a  very  brief  statement,  contained  in  a  letter  to  Jar- 
dine  Matheson  &  Co.  or  the  senior  naval  officer  at 
Hong-Kong.  Captain  Dicey,  of  the  Madagascar, 
Captain  Grattan,  of  the  royal  Irish,  ten  other  gentle- 
men, and  thirty  Lascars,  had  landed  from  the  wreck, 
and  were  believed  to  be  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chinese. 

The  letters  from  Amoy  say  that  the  British  got 
very  little  plunder — not  more  than  4,000  or  5,000 
dollars.  The  ships  were  to  sail  for  Ghusan  on  the 
Sth  of  September,  and  winter  there,  the  season  being 
being  too  far  advanced  for  further  operations  north- 
ward. 

The  queen  has  granted  a  portion  of  the  Canton 
ransom  to  the  troops  employed  in  the  attack  on  that 
city;  the  shares  of  colonels  will  be  ^900  each,  of 
lieutenant  colonels  £T20,  nf  majors  d£530,  of  captains 
.£216,  and  of  lieutenants  ^144.  Oiiicers  of  the  navy 
sharing  according  to  their  relative  rank,  with  tiiose 
of  the  army. 

The  advices  from  Affghanislan  were  unsatisfactory. 
The  Anglo-Indian  forces  in  that  region  had  been  de- 
feated in  a  battle  with  the  mountain  Ghilzies,  with  a 
Tery  considerable  loss  of  life. 

The  king  of  Burmah,  Tharawaddie,  had  arrived  at 
Rangoon,  attended  by  a  large  body  of  troops  and  a 
multitude  of  his  subjects.  Suspicion  had  existed  as 
to  the  motive  of  this  visit,  and  the  governor  general 
of  India  had  taken  care  to  assemble  a  considerable 
force  at  Rangoon,  with  several  steam  frigates;  but 
80  far  nothing  of  a  hostile  nature  had  transpired,  and 
the  better  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  Tharawaddie's 
object  was  only  to  amuse  himself  with  a  change  of 
scene. 

The  British  government  had  interposed  to  adjust 
the  quarrel  of  etiquette  between  France  and  Spain. 
The  Times  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  regent 
Espartero  had  not  the  right  side  in  this  quarrel. 

The  elections  in  the  Spanish  chamber  of  deputies 
had  resulted  in  a  complete  triumpti  for  the  ministry. 

Lord  Ashburton  was  to  embark  for  New  York,  on 
board  a  steam  frigate,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  Janua- 
ry. His  stay  in  the  United  States  was  expected  to 
be  very  brief. 

Air.  Everett  the  American  minister,  left  London 
on  the  5th  of  January  on  a  visit  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

The  various  committees  in  the  Fi-ench  chamber  of 
deputies  were  pushing  their  investigations,  prepara- 
tory to  the  drawing  up  of  the  address  in  answer  to 
the  king's  speech.  In  the  formation  nf  the  commit- 
tees the  ministerial  candidates,  almost  without  ex- 
ception, had  oeen  elected. 

Loans  lo  WthUrn  Stutts.     The  Morning  Post,  under 
its  "money  article,"  discusses  the  indebtedness  of  the 
American  states,  and  sets  forth  roundly  "that  the  de- 
Voi.  XU— Sio.   1. 


fection  of  Michigan,  Mississippi,  Illinois  and  Indiana 
is  the  ready  answer  to  any  proposition  for  giving  new 
credit  to  the  states." 

The  accounts  received  from  the  Niger  expedition 
continued  to  be  of  the  most  melancholy  character. 
The  mortality  and  disease  on  board  the  Albert  were 
so  great  that  little  hope  remained  of  her  attempt  to 
ascend  the  Niger  being  persevered  in,  and  the 
Wilberforce  had  returned,  abandoning  the  voyage 
up  the  Tchadda.  She  had  followed  the  Soudan  to 
Fernando  Po.  From  that  place  the  Soudan  had  been 
sent  to  follow  the  Albert,  and  render  assistance  in 
case  of  need. 

Letters  from  Constantinople  of  Dec.  16th  say  that 
the  porte  has  definitively  expressed  its  determination 
not  to  grant  the  firman  demanded  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government  for  the  establishment  of  a  Protes- 
tant church  at  Jerusalem. 

The  Hibernia  brought  out  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  passenger.-i,  most  of  whom  are  farmers  and 
their  families,  and  provided,  it  is  said,  with  means 
to  establish  themselves  comfortably  in  the  western 
world. 

Mr.  Johnson,  a  passenger  in  the  Clyde,  in  conver- 
sation with  the  harbor-master  at  Nassau,  understood 
that  the  sixteen  murderers,  who  were  on  board  the 
brig  Creole,  were  still  in  confinement  at  that  place 
waiting  the  decision  of  the  British  and  American  go- 
vernments, as  to  their  ultimate  disposal. 

The  United  States  gnvernment,  it  is  staled,  have 
decided  that  tliere  will  be  no  objections  lo  the  mail 
steamers  taking  passengers  from  and  to  the  various 
American  ports,  as  they  carry  no  goods,  or  merchan- 
dise, or  freight. 

[The  Courier  then  gives  a  number  of  extracts  from 
commercial  letters  showing  the  condition  of  the  cot- 
ton market,  from  which  we  copy  the  following.] 

"Lmrponl,  Jaiiuui-y  13.  Since  your  departure  on 
the  4th  instant,  or  cotton  market  has  presented  no 
particular  change.  The  demand  has  been  regular 
and  willingly  met  by  the  old  cottons  and  by  the 
recent  arrivals;  for  cotton  is  offered  as  landed,  and 
sold  at  the  best  price  it  will  bring;  and  to  day  1  have 
seen  new  Uplands  from  Charleston,  fully  good  fair, 
sold  at  5J,  which  the  importer  admitted  cost  him  63, 
to  6;.  We  are  now  receiving  accounts  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  United  States  being  likely  to  fall  short 
of  previous  calculations;  hut  I  entirely  disregard  any 
probable  diminution,  because  the  trade  in  this  coun- 
try is  much  depressed.  The  supply  of  cotton  will  be 
adequate  lo  what  may  be  required.  I  will  not  take 
any  risk  contingent  on  a  short  crop;  besides,  the  quali- 
ty is  represented  to  be  inferior,  which  enforces  the 
necessity  of  attending  strictly  to  the  Liverpool  de- 
finition of  fair  quality — good  qualities  may  maintain 
their  prices,  whilst  the  lower  will  be  interfered  with 
by  Surats,  of  which  the  stock  in  the  kingdom  is 
<f20,000.  275,000  are  known  to  be  shipped  for  this 
country,  and  will  be  here  during  the  next  three 
months." 

"Liverpool,  Janmry  15.  We  much  regret  that  the 
state  of  our  markets  is  so  unfavorable;  there  was  a 
fall  last  week  in  prices  of  new  American  cotton  of 
id.  per  pound,  and  the  market  is  still  drooping.  A 
sale  was  made  to-day  of  500  bales  which  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  lowest  ever  made,  except  some  in 
1829.  We  quote  Uplands,  ordinary  4J,  fair  51,  good 
63.  It  is  a  bad  sign  that,  notwithstanding  your  ac- 
counts from  your  side  of  the  inferior  quality  of  your 
crop,  the  prices  of  good  cotton  are  comparatively 
low,  as  this  is  generally  the  sign  of  a  bad  trade." 

Our  cotton  market  continues  very  dull.  Supplies 
of  wheat  are  not  very  extensive,  but  in  the  uncertain- 
ty existing  as  to  any  alteration  in  the  corn  laws,  mil- 
lers and  dealers  buy  only  for  pressing  wants,  and 
prices  are  again  rather  lower.  From  the  same  cause, 
flour  is  in  limited  demand,  and  prices  difficult  to 
quote:  probably  30s.  might  be  obtained  for  American 
in  bond,  were  holders  disposed  to  realize.  The 
present  duty  on  wheat  is  24s.  8d.  per  qr.  and  o  flour 
14s-  10s.  per  barrel.     Drugs  unaltered. 

The  arrival  of  the  overland  mail,  with  dates  from 
Canton  to  10th  October  caused  a  great  dullness  in 
our  lea  market,  and  prices  immediately  declined  id 
per  lb.  In  company's  Congou,  a  few  sales  were  made 
at  Is.  9:,d.  but  in  free  trade,  very  little  was  done. — 
On  the  "l3th  instant,  31, 100  packages  were  offered  at 
auction;  the  sales  opened  by  holders  giving  strong 
support,  when  prices  fully  received  the  decline  above 
noted,  and  they  closed  yesterday  at  an  advance  of  Jd. 


on  Congou  and  Twankay:  in  all,  11,600  were  sold. 
Congou  is  now  worth  Is.  lOid.  per  lb. 

London,  January  11.  3  per  cent,  consols  80^;  con- 
sols for  account,  885;  3  per  cent.  Reduced,  89 5  ,; 
3;,  cent.  Reduced,  99J  long  annuities  12  9-16  -r,  ex- 
chequer bills  2;d.  18  20  prem;  bank  stock,  1662  67  J, 
India  stock,  245  47. 

LATER. 

The  Roscius,  Capt.  Collins,  sailed  from  Liverpool 
the  15th,  and  the  Hendrick  Hudson,  Capt.  Morgan, 
from  Portsmouth,  the  19th  January.  Capt.  Morgan 
brings  papers  up  to  the  evening  of  the  17th,  four  days 
later  than  the  Hibernia. 

Captain  Morgan  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  ocean 
106  times,  and  in  all  that  time,  never  saw  such  bad 
weather  as  he  experienced  from  the  6th  to  14th  of 
February. 

The  king  of  Prussia's  present  to  his  godson,  the 
prince  of  Wales,  according  to  the  on  dils  in  the  first 
circles  at  Berlin  will  be  a  splendid  royal  mantle,  lin- 
ed with  ermine,  decorated  with  the  star  of  the  order 
of  the  black  eagle,  formed  of  brilliants  and  other 
jewels  of  the  first  water 

The  meeting  of  parliament  was  fixed  for  the  3rd 
of  February. 

Heavy  falls  of  snow  are  not  usual  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  London;  but  they  had  one  there  on  the  13th 
of  Januai-y,  which  lasted  six  or  seven  hours.  Out  of 
the  metropolis  the  snow  lay  ten  inches  deep,  and 
where  there  were  drifts  the  travelling  was  much  im- 
peded. 

The  Columbia,  which  reached  Liverpool  on  the 
1,5th,  carried  out  accounts  of  the  Creole  case,  with 
the  debate  in  the  senate  thereupon;  the  correspon- 
dence between  Governor  Yell,  (same  day  to  be  heard 
of,  says  Ihe  Times,  in  connexion  with  Imc  and  cry), 
and  Messrs.  Holford  &  Co.;  the  message  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Indiana,  with  the  repudiation  resolutions 
of  different  public  meetings  in  that  state,  all  of  which 
are  freely  commented  upon  in  the  Times  of  the  17th. 
The  article  winds  up  in  the  following  strain: 

Summary  work,  this,  with  creditors  and  public  of- 
ficers; but  the  piper  will  be  paid,  gentlemen,  and  if  the 
states  of  Mississippi,  Arkansas  and  Indiana,  are  not 
very  well  inclined  to  pay  him,  so  somebody  rather 
more  "innocent"  must.  'And  so  we  suppose,  when 
all  the  commercial  houses,  banks  and  individual  states 
of  America  have  become  bankrupt,  it  will  then  be 
the  turn  of  congress.  Meantime,  thii'gs  go  on  mer- 
rily enough;  Texas  shall  be  incorporated,  and  the  Flo- 
rida' Indians  subdued,  an.l  the  Canadian  barns  burnt, 
and  the  navy  increased,  and  England  fought  with;  and 
"who's  afraid?"  say  Messrs.  Upshur  and  Stevenson. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Madrid  are  of  the  night 
of  the  6th.  At  that  time,  M.  Salvandy  had  prepared 
and  fully  intended  to  set  out  on  the  following  day.— 
Communications  between  him  and  M.  Gonzalis  hav- 
ing led  to  nothing  satisfactory.  Could  M.  Salvandy 
have  waited  till  the  12th,  the  Spanish  government 
would  have  received  the  despatches  which  left  Paris 
on  the  5th,  and  in  which  Lord  Aberdeen  joins  Louis 
Phillippe  in  pressing  the  regent  to  yield.  But,  in  or- 
der to  act  upon  these,  they  must  send  couriers  after 
M.  Salvandy— this  is,  if  Espartero  yields. 

JSaymme,  Jan.  12.  Mr.  Salvandy  arrived  here  this 
morning  at  half  past  5  o'clock.  He  left  Victoria 
yesterday  morning, dined  at  Tolosa,  and  travelled  all 
ni"-ht.  On  arriving  at  the  hotel  de  commerce  he  felt 
so°exhausted  by  fatigue  and  indisposition,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  betake  himself  to  bed.  It  is  said  that 
he  starts  for  Paris  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. He  receives  the  visits  of  the  authorities,  &c.  at 
rather  a  late  hour  this  afternoon. 

Private  accounts  from  Constantinople,  dated  the 
27lh  ult.  state  that  M.  de  Bourquency,  the  French 
minister,  presented  his  credentials  to  the  sultan  on 
that  day.  His  excellency,  accompanied  by  Baron 
Billing,  the  attaches  of  the  legation,  and  the  ofheers 
of  the  brig  Bougainville,  and  the  two  steamers  Came- 
leon  and  Minos,  was  conducted  to  the  imperial  audi- 
ence with  the  usual  ceremony.  M.  de  Bourquency 
was  received  with  marks  of  the  highest  distinction 
by  the  sultan,  who  expressed  a  hope  that  the  friend- 
ship and  good  harmony  which  his  predecessors  had 
ever  studied  to  maintain  with  France  would  not  be 
disturbed  during  his  reign.  .     ,  r 

The  Austrial  admiral,  Baudiera,  was  to  leave  for 
Smvria  on  the  2Slh,  and  on  the  next  day  the  Cinie- 
leon  was  to  sail  for  Alexandria,  with  Baron  Billing, 
the  new  consul  generaUf  France  in  Egypt,  on  board. 
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Ali  elfendi  and  Aliif  effendi,  who  had  been  appoint- 
ed, the  first  minister  plenipotenviary  in  London,  and 
the  other  in  Vienna,  have  talien  leave  of  the  sullsn, 
and  were  to  set  out  after  the  Kuiirban  Buiram. 
FRANCE. 
The  National  contains  an  at'count  of  a  fight  be- 
tween two  regiments  of  tlie  garrison  of  Paris.  The 
combatants  were  about  2,000  in  number  and  were 
armed  mostiy  with  sabres,  but  some  witli  blud2;c<ins. 
Several  v.ere  severely  wounded  but  none  killed. — 
Some  four  hundred  students  attempted  a  demcnstra- 
tion  on  the  liberation  of  the  Abbe  de  Lammcnais. — 
They  marched  through  the  streets  with  shouts  of 
*Down  with  Guizot,'  'Down  with  the  peers, ^  'long 
live  Lammenais,'  but  were  soon  dispersed  by  the 
municipal  guard.  La  Presse  says  that  the  coolness 
which  had  arisen  between  France  and  Russia  was 
subsiding. 

M.  de  Bountneiff  had  arrived  at  Paris  from  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, charged  with  the  establishment  of  more 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  governments. — 
General  de  Rumigny,  who  was  sent  to  replace  Gen. 
Bugeaud  in  the  government  of  Algeria  was  soon  to 
return  as  the  latter  refused  to  return  unless  he  should 
receive  a  formal  order  to  that  effect  from  the  minis- 
ter of  war.  The  public  discussion  on  the  repfy  to 
the  king's  speech  was  not  to  commence  before  the 
22d. 

SPAI.\. 

Nothing  has  been  decided  as  to  the  quarrel  be- 
tween the  French  minister  and  the  Spanish  cabinet. 
M.  Salvandy  insists  on  presenting  his  credentials  to 
the  queen  instead  of  the  regent.  It  is  expected  he 
will  soon  address  his  ultimatum  to  the  government, 
and  set  out  for  Paris,  leaving  a  charge  d'aSairs  at 
Madrid. 

TEXAS. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  20th  ult.  ac- 
knowledges the  receipt  of  late  Galveston  papers, 
from  which  the  following  items  are  obtained: 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  5lli  inst.  The  Galves- 
ton Civilian  states  that  that  body,  after  having  ma- 
turely considered  the  subject,  deemed  it  unadvistible 
to  take  measures  for  the  invasion  of  Mexico  at  this 
time,  and  left  the  navy,  under  the  law  of  1840,  at  the 
disposition  of  the  president. 

Gen.  Hamilton's  proposition  was  declined,  and,  al- 
though his  mission  has  terminated,  no  report  of  his 
action  under  it  has  been  submitted.  Some  money 
was  obtained',  but  the  precise  amount,  or  upon  what 
terms,  have  never  been  made  public.  He  designs 
makmg  a  statement  through  the  public  prints. 

Twenty  thousand  dollars  have  been  placed  at  the 
disposition  of  the  executive  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier. 

The  bill  for  the  removal  of  the  scat  of  government 
was  lost  in  the  house  by  a  vote  of  23  yeas  to  16  nays 

Congress  had  passed  a  resolution  extending  the 
limits  of  Texas  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grandi 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  along  the  coast  fifteen  miles 
in  the  sea,  to  the  Oregon  territory,  so  as  to  includi 
the  Calil'ornias  in  the  territory  of  the  republic. 

Dr.  Ashbel  Smith  has  been  appointed  minister  to 
France;  W.  H.  Dangerfield,  secretary  ofthe  treasury 


distance  was  nearly  300  miles,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  rations  provided  for  the  troops  were  exhausted 
before  they  accomplished  a  third  of  the  road  to  San- 
ta Fe.  The  division  (hen  resorted  to  every  expedi- 
ent to  escape  starvation.  They  first  subsisted  upon 
such  ofthe  horses  as  had  broken  down,  and  wild  ber- 
ries which  were  occasionallv  met  with  in  the  prairies. 
When  these  resources  failed,  they  were  compelled  to 
live  upon  snakes,  horned  frogs  and  other  reptiles 
which  abound  ni  the  prairies  and  which  constituted 
their  principal  and  for  a  time,  their  only  food.  After 
marching  in  this  way  for  t«o  weeks  or  thereabouts, 
tlie  division  arrived  at  Gallmas.  From  this  place, 
Van  Ness,  Lev^is,  Howard  and  Fitzgerald,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Kendall,  were  sent  on  to  Santa  Fe,  to 
holil  an  interview  with  the  governor,  explain  the  pa- 
cific objects  of  the  expedition,  obtain  stores  for  the 
troops  and  permit  to  bring  the  merchandise  taken  out 
by  the  traders  within  tlie  province. 

Two  or  three  hours  after  these  gentlemen  left  the 
cainp  at  Gallinas,  a  note  was  received  from  Captain 
Lewis  to  the  effect  that  the  country  was  in'arms,  but 
that  they  would  proceed  on  their  journey  to  Santa 
Fe.  They  were,  however,  seized  shortly  afterwards, 
(as  Capt.  Lewis  stated)  bound  and  taken  out  to  be 
shot  but  that  their  lives  were  spared  through  the  in- 
tercession of  a  Mexican  officer,  who  took  them  to 
meet  governor  Armijo.  In  the  mean  while  the  go- 
vernor had  despatched  a  force  of  several  hundred 
men  to  intercept  the  Texians.  The  commander  of 
these  troops  held  several  interviews  with  the  com- 
missioners, and  endeavored  to  get  the  Texians  to  lay 
down  their  arms  by  assuring  them  of  the  friendly 
disposition  of  the  governor  and  the  inhabitants. 
This  the  Texians  would  not  do.  The  Mexican  offi- 
cers undertook  to  take  care  of  the  few  remaining 
horses  of  the  Texians,  and  supply  the  men  with  food 
in  order  to  allay  all  apprehensions  of  any  hostile  pur- 
pose. His  next  step  was  to  cross  the  Gallinas  with 
his  men,  with  the  avowed  object  of  ramping  the  two 
forces  together  as  further  proof  of  friendship.  This 
he  did,  but  as  he  drew  near  the  Texian  camp,  the 
disposition  of  his  lines  left  little  doubt  of  his  beli- 
gerent  intentions.  The  Texians  were  immediately 
got  under  arms.  About  this  time  also  another  party 
crossed  the  river,  and  forming  a  junction  with  the 
first,  banished  every  lingering  doubt  of  the  objects  of 
the  Mexicans,  and  an  engagement  was  on  the  eve  of 
taking  place  when  Capt.  Lewis  and  the  nephew  and 
confidential  secretary  ofthe  governor  made  their  ap- 
pearance. 

When  Lewis  and  the  governor's  nephew  came  up, 
a  parley  was  had  between  them  and  the  Texians,  the 
troops  upon  both  sides  maintaining  their  battle  array. 
Capt.  Lewis  represented  the  governor  as  willing  to 
receive  the  Texians  on  condition  thatihey  would  lay 
down  their  arms  in  conformity  with  a  law'of  Mexico, 
which  made  it  necessary  for  an  armed  force  entering 
the  province  to  give  up  their  weapons  before  reach- 
ing San  Miguel.  He  represented  himself,  and  tlie 
nephew  and  secretary  of  the  governor  as  empower- 
ed to  stipulate  for  the  surrender  of  the  implements 
of  war,  and  to  negotiate  for  the  safe  conduct  of  the 
troops  to  the  frontier  after  they  had   complied  with 


P.  Edmunds,  consul  at  New  Orleaas;  Henri  Castro,  "''^  stipulation.  The  governor  liad  empowered  the  ._ 
consul  general  to  France;  William  Kennedy,  consul  '^  ''''"<*  t''^  authorities  to  label  the  proiicrty  of  each 
general  to  Great  Britain.  '  :.,,i:.,;j...i   ,..  ,-._j.-     ..  ,    , 

The  new  exchequer  money  is  .selling  at  a  premium 
of  3  per  rent. 

The  bill  providing  for  funding  the  old  liabilics  of 
the  government  had  been  vetoed  by  the  president, 
and  his  veto  was  sustained  by  congress. 


S.\NTA  FE  PKISONIillS. 

NARRATIVE  OF  FRANKLIN  COMcI 
The    expedition    after   about    ten    weeks  march 


individual,  supply  food  for  the  march  home,  and  re 
turn  to  every  man  his  property.  The  reprcseiita- 
lions  were  confirmed  by  the  nephew  and  secretary  of 
governor  Armijo,  as  well  ashy  the  Mexican  officers, 
a  number  of  whom  had  joined  in  the  parley. 

The  commissioners  hesitating  to  confide  in  these 
representations.  Captain  Lewis' informed  him  that 
the  governor  with  a  well  appointed  troop  of  3,000 
moil,  was  within  twelve  hours  march,  and  if  the 
Texians  gained  the  battle,  they  would  soon  be  en- 
gaged with  a  more  formidable  "foe.  The  commission- 
yet  not  satisfied.  Captain  Lewis  pledged  his  ho- 


lir^n^z:-  S^l^iii:-"!^  r^i?-i  ;;:^  ^  .^  t;:;ir^,;  o;  se^t=™  w:l  - 


Palo  Dnio,  where  being  straightened  for  food 
having  previously  sent  their  guides  in  advanci 
delermined  to  despatch  about  a  third  of  the 
force,  and  two  of  the  com 


upon  his  Masonic  faith  (both  being  Masons)  to  every 
word  of  it. 

sof  the  division,  with- 


^ua)    upon   which  the  division  set  out  upon    Hs    and  eight  together,  wilh  hair  ropes  ami  Ihoi 
j:Zf:Z:\  "t^ri^lS^lJ-^lj;;:  *'="'^'-   '"'^i  alpy;3^""'l^h:'E:^n':=  then  ex.  l  waked   up  and  chained"  two  and  two  together,  and 
V.  ^niiia  re.     1  ne   the  accounU  thry  gave  of  the  1  eiians,  and  wo  wore  '  rived  there, the  doctor  was  asleep;  the  prisoners  wor» 


prevented  from  being  slaughtered  by  being  huddled 
together  in  a  small  yard  enclosed  by  a  mud  wall,  and 
defended  by  the  regular  troops.  In  tiiis  place  we  were 
kept  all  night,  lying  in  heaps,  one  upon  another,  and 
sutfering  the  most  intense  agony  from  the  closeness  of 
the  confinement  and  the  pressure  of  the  ropes  with 
which  we  were  bound,  and  in  lull  hearing  ol'  the  dis- 
putes in  the  council  called  by  the  govei-nor  to  deli- 
berate upon  our  destiny,  which  derided  about  day- 
break, by  a  single  vote,  that  we  should  not  be  shot  but 
inarched  off  for  Mexico. 

At  sun  rise  we  had  to  take  up  our  march  for  the 
city  of  Mexico,  about  2,UU0  miles  distant — the  sol- 
diers telling  us  that  we  were  going  to  the  mines. — 
Bound  six  and  eight  together,  we  were  forced  to  tra- 
vel, the  three  first  days  about  thirty  miles  each,  with- 
out food  and  even  denied  the  privilege  of  drinking 
when  we  were  wading  the  small  streams,  through 
which  we  were  marched.  \Ve  were  stripped  of  hat, 
shoes,  blankets  and  coats.  The  governor  himself 
took  from  m^  my  blanket  and  buffalo  robe,  cursing 
and  striking  the  prisoners  and  raving  like  a  madman; 
because  (as  we  heard)  his  wish  to  have  us  shot  had 
been  overruled  in  council.  I  was  obliged  to  give 
my  shirt,  in  the  extremity  of  my  distress,  fcr  a  lo^^ 
of  bread,  and  swapped  a  tolerably  good  pair  of  pan- 
toloons  for  a  ragged  pair  upon  receiving  a  mouthful 
or  two  to  eat  in  the  exchange.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  Rio  del  Norte  I  had  parted  with  every  thing  but 
my  tattered  trowsers,  vest  and  suspenders,  every 
thing  else  having  been  disposed  of  for  bread  or  rob- 
bed from  me  by  the  soldiers.  Nor  were  the  other 
prisoners  in  a  better  condition.  The  weather  was 
then  cold  and  we  were  nigh  perishing  in  our  naked- 
ness. 

After  a  few  days  march,  it  was  found,  impractica- 
ble for  us  to  get  on  with  any  speed  bound  together  in 
such  numbers.  We  were  then  tied  two  together, 
and  to  each  pair  there  was  a  rope  tied  about  the 
waist,' neck  or  arms,  and  fastened  to  the  pummel  of 
the  saildle  of  the  horses  on  which  the  guard  was 
mounted.  The  soldiers  would  occasionally  put  their 
horses  in  a  gallop  to  torture  those  fastened  to  them, 
and  whenever  any  of  us  fell  down  or  lag.:ed  behin^, 
we  were  dragged  upon  the  ground  and  beaten  with 
thongs,  sticks  or  whatever  else  was  at  hand. 

The  principal,  indeed  almost  all  the  food  we  re- 
ceived during  the  route  was  furnished  by  the  women, 
who  would  follow  us  in  large  numbers  for  miles, 
weeping  at  the  cruelties  to  which  we  were  subject- 
ed. They  would  not  be  allowed  sometimes  the  dis- 
charge of  their  offices  of  charily — the  soldiers  beat- 
ing them  off  and  reviling  them  with  obscene  and 
abusive  language.  We  were  marched,  at  times,  all 
night  and  all  day,  blinded  by  sand  and  parched  with 
thirst,  until  our  tongues  were  so  swollen  as  almost 
to  be  incapable  of  speaking. 

In  this  manner  we  were  hurried  on  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  which  we  reached  towards  the  close  of  De- 
cember. But  I  must  here  pause,  to  do  justice  to  one 
of  the  captains  of  the  Mexican  army,  who  had 
charge  of  us  for  about  five  days  of  the  journey,  who 
treated  us  with  kindness,  and  furnished  us  with  mo- 
ney out  of  his  own  pocket.  He  respected  us  as  pri- 
soners of  war,  and  1  lament  that  I  cannot  recall  his 
name.  He  was  the  only  officer  who  seemed  lo  re- 
gard us  as  human  beings  during  the  w  hole  of  our 
long  march.  The  foreigners  also  in  Chihuahua  and 
Zacatacas,  raised  a  contribution  for  us,  which  gave 
us  a  temporary  relief. 

After  we  were  taken  prisoners,  we  learned  tlmt 
Howland,  Rosenbery  and  Baker,  the  guides  we  took 
with  us  from  Texas,  and  who  had  been  sent  on  be- 
fore the  division  left  the  Palo  Duro,  had  been  taken 
and  shot — as  well  as  an  American  merchant,  named 
Rowland,  who  had  gone  their  security  when  they 
were  taken  up,  upon  tlie  iiilorination  of  one  Brig- 
nole,  a  deserter  iVom  the  expedition.  Of  these 
transactions  however,  1  can  only  speak  from  hearsay. 
.V  number  of  other  outrages  were  reported  to  have 
been  perpetrated  upon  American  citizens — no  doubt 
correctly  reported. 

When  we  arrived  at  Mexico,  we  were  coTcrcd 
with  fiilli  and  vermin'.  We  there  met  an  order  from 
Santa  Ana,  to  bo  chained  wilh  heavy  iron.  Vv'e  were 
lodged  in  the  Convent  Santiago,  about  two  miles 
from  the  palace;  confined  in  a  room  over  the  ceme- 
tery, and  the  elUuvia  from  the  dead  bodies  beneath 
was  otlcnsive  in  the  extreme. 

Upon  my  arrival,  1  wrote  to  our  minister  Mr.  Ellis, 
informing  him  of  my  situation,  and  of  being  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  stated  the  fact  of  my 
having  gone  with  the  expcditioD  only  as  a  guest  uf 
the  commissioners,  which  circumstance  was  corro- 
borated in  writing,  by  Messrs.  Cooke  and  Brenham, 
two  of  the  commissioners  then  prisoners  with  us. 

The  prisoners  were,  upon  the  order  of  Santa  Ana, 
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kept  in  the  public  square  for  some  time,  for  the  gra- 1  often  called  the  disputed  territory,  seems  to  require 
tification  of  the  rabble,  and  then  marched  back,  no  that  I  should  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject.  The 
one  daring  to  disturb  the  slumbers  of  the  tyrant.  I  northeastern  boundary  still  remains  unsettled.  Scve- 
was  not  then  put  in  chains,  in  consequence  of  my  ill-  ral  years  have  elapsed  in  the  tedious  process  of  ar- 
ncss.  Those  prisoners  who  were  able  to  do  so,  were  j  ranging  a  joint-commission  to  designate  the  line,  if 
subsequently  made  to  work  upon  the  streets  of  the  ,  they  can  agree,  and,.if  not,  to  have  the  matter  brought 
capital.  to  a  close  by  an  umpire;  but  my  belief  is  that  this  ar- 

About  three  weeks  after  we  reached  Mexico,  two  [  rangement  is  yet  incomplete 
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of  the  prisoners  made  their  escape.  This  incensed 
Santa  Ana  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  ordered  the 
whole  of  us,  the  lame  and  sick  included,  to  be  chain- 
ed, and  made  to  work  with  the  rest.  I  was  myself 
taken  out  of  bed  and  chained  with  a  heavy  log  chain 
about  my  ancles,  and  made  to  work  in  the  streets. 
This,  too,  after  I  had  been  demanded  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  by  our  minister,  Mr.  Ellis;  I  luas 
kept  in  chains  about  Iwo  loeeks,  and  ill  as  I  was,  com- 
pelled to  sleep  and  work  in  them,  having  thereby 
nearly  lost  my  hearing,  when  I  was  sent  for  by  Santa 
Ana. 

The  dictator  asked  me  a  variety  of  questions  about 


While  this  state  of  things  is  pending,  we  learn  from 
sources  which  seem  to  leave  no  doubt,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  has  appointed  a  special 
envoy  to  proceed  to  this  country  to  adjust  the  contro- 
versies which  exist.  The  northeastern  boundary  has 
been  a  leading  topic  of  dispute,  and  will  constitute  a 
principal  matter  for  diplomatic  discussion.  While 
this  unusual  movement  of  Great  Britain  seems  to  in- 
dicate a  serious  purpose  of  amicable  adjustment,  I 
cannot  persuade  myself  that  a  specia)  minister  is 
despatched  hither  to  arrange  the  remainingdetails  of 
a  joint  commission,  which  seem  to  require  no  extra- 
ordinary array  of  diplomatic  skill.     I  therefore  anti 


myself,  my  parents,  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and    eipate,  as  a  probable  event,  that  this  representative 


other  matters.  After  I  was  in  his  presence  about  15 
minutes,  the  chains  were  taken  off  me  by  a  black- 
smith; Santa  Ana  then  said,  that  in  consequence  of 
my  youth,  the  capacity  in  which  1  accompanied  the 
expedition,  and  my  being  the  son  of  a  general,  I  was 
at  liberty,  and  might  go  liome.  During  the  interview, 
Santa  Ana  did  not  once  mention  the  name  of  our  mi- 
nister, Mr.  Ellis,  as  having  demanded  me;  and  I  ga- 
thered from  what  I  heard  and  saw,  that  my  liberation 
could  not  be  traced  to  the  energy  of  our  representa- 
tive in  Mexico,  or  the  dread  of  the  dictator  of  the  re- 
sentment of  my  government. 

Before  my  release  I  ascertained  from  our  secretary 
of  legation  that  Mr.  Ellis  had  called  several  times 
upon  Santa  Ana,  but  was  refused  an  audience.  To 
my  enquiry  if  this  was  the  manner  in  which  the  re- 
presentative of  the  United  States  allowed  himself  to 
be  treated,  he  answered  there  was  no  help  for  it. — ■ 
Mr.  Ellis  subsequently  addressed  a  note  to  Santa  Ana, 
but  what  etfect  it  had  I  know  not;  it  can  be  imagined 
from  the  refusal  of  an  audience  upon  three  several 
occasions.  Whilst  I  was  in  prison  I  neither  saw  Mr. 
Ellis  nor  received  any  word  of  reply  to  my  letters  to 
him.  The  secretary  gave  for  an  excuse  for  this  neg- 
ligence, as  I  deemed,  it,  that  it  was  not  becoming  the 
dignity  of  a  minister  to  correspond  with  a  prisoner. 

After  my  release,  Mr.  Ellis  treated  me  with  atten- 
tion and  politeness,  and  I  have  to  thank  him  for  the 
loan  of  money  to  bring  me  home.  Whilst  sick  in  pri- 
son Mr.  Black  sent  me  bedding,  the  foreigners  sent 
me  some  necessaries,  and  Mr.  Lumsden  loaned  me 
some  money. 

Amongst  the  persons  who  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition was  one  Mr.  Faulkner,  a  British  subject,  who 
joined  it  with  Mr.  Kendall  and  myself  under  the  same 
circumstances,  except  that  he  did  not  have  a  pass- 
port, which  Mr.  Kendall  had  procured  before  he  left 
New  Orleans  from  the  Mexican  consulate  here.  Mr. 
Packenham,  the  British  minister,  informed  me  that 
Mr.  Faulkner  would  be  demanded  the  moment  he 
reached  the  city  at  whatever  hour  in  the  night  or  day 
that  event  would  take  place.  I  delivered  a  package 
to  the  British  consul  of  this  city,  Mr.  Crawford,  in 
ivhich  there  was  a  note  from  Mr.  Packenham,  stating 
that  orders  had  been  obtained  lor  Mr.  Faulkner's  im- 
mediate release,  although  he  had  not  reached  the 
city  of  Mexico  at  the  date  of  tlie  note. 

The  remainder  of  the  expedition,  under  General 
McLeod  was  expected  to  arrive  in  Mexico  two  days 
after  I  left  the  city.  I  heard  they  had  suffered  very 
much  from  bad  weather,  ill-treatment,  &,c.  &.C.;  and 
that  to  sum  up  their  troubles,  the  small  pox  had  made 
its  appearance  amongst  them,  and  they  reported  that 
about  fifty  had  already  perished,  or  had  been  left  on 
the  road,  through  its  ravages  and  the  cruelty  of  their 
captors". 

1  have  omitted  to  state  in  its  proper  place,  that  on 
my  release  the  dictator  ordered  his  state  coach  to 
convey  me  in  my  rags  to  look  at  the  city,  and  thence 
in  company  with  General  Barragan  to  the  office  of 
Mr.  Ellis.  Several  of  the  higher  Mexican  officers  in 
the  city — especially  Barragan — expressed  sympathy 
for  me,  and  treated  me  kindly. 

My  warmest  gratitude  is  due  to  the  American 
consul  at  Mexico,  (Mr.  Black),  lor  his  constant  kind- 
ness and  attention  to  me  while  sick  and  in  chains,  as 
\vell  as  after  my  release. 

FRANKLIN  COMBS. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Message  of  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of  the 
Maine  boundary: 

Council  chamber^  February  93, 1S42. 
To  the  senate  aiid  house  of  representatives, 

Gentlemen:  The  great  interest  which  the  com- 
monwealth has  in  that  portion  of  the  state  of  Maine 


of  Great  Britain  may  be  authorised  to  make  other 
proposals  of  settlement.  If,  however,  the  subject  be 
considered  with  attention,  it  is  obvious  that  it  must 
be  disposed  of  in  one  of  tv/o  ways.  First,  by  ascer- 
taining and  establishing  the  line  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  of  1783;  or,  second,  by  agreeing  upon  a 
conventional  boundary,  instead  of  that  described  by 
the  treaty.  This  commonwealth  has  repeatedly  de- 
clared her  solemn  and  deliberate  conviction  that  the 
pretensions  of  Great  Britain  do  not  tind  any  just  or 
plausible  support  from  the  treaty;  for  the  terms  of 
that  instrument  are  too  plain  to  be  misapprehended, 
and  afford  the  most  satisfactory  means  of  designating 
the  line.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  change  or  modify 
that  opinion,  and  yet  the  controversy  is  kept  open, 
and  aggravated  by  the  irritating  circumstances  which 
surround  it,  by  a  steady  refusal  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  acquiesce  in  what  seems  so  plain  a  matter 
to  us. 

This  being  the  state  of  things,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  manifest  dictate  of  wisdom  to  look  forward  to 
probabilities,  and  to  provide  for  the  support  of  our 
rights  and  interests  in  any  contingency  that  may  occur. 
We  have  sufficient  evidence  that  Great  Britain  deems 
the  possession  of  a  portion  of  the  territory  west  of 
the  treaty  line  of  the  greatest  importance  to  her,  to 
facilitate  intercourse  between  her  provinces;  we  feel 
also  as  if  she  could  not  resist  with  violence  the  de- 
monstrative proofs  contained  in  the  treaty  of  our 
right  to  the  territory.  She  has,  therefore,  in  carry- 
ing out  her  wishes,  manifestly  but  one  alternative: 
which  is,  to  enforce,  if  she  can  her  pretension  against 
right,  or  to  propose  a  conventional  boundary.  If 
she  takes  the  latter  coui'se,  it  must  be  founded  on 
an  equivalent  fur  any  concession  made  for  her  ac- 
commodation, and  that  equivalent  must  be  satisfac- 
tory to  Maine,  which  holds  the  right  of  state  juris- 
diction, and  one  moiety  of  the  soil;  to  Massachu- 
setts, which  holds  the  other  moiety  of  the  soil; 
and  to  the  United  States,  which  hold  the  power 
of  nogotiation  and  settlement;  for  we  can  acknow- 
ledge no  constitutional  right  to  transler  territory  and 
jurisdiction  without  the  assent  of  the  states  inte- 
rested. 

Should  questions  of  this  description  be  discussed 
or  listened  to  with  favor  by  the  United  States  and 
by  Maine,  the  interest  and  rights  of  the  common- 
wealth involved  in  the  issue  would  be  of  great  mag- 
nitude and  pressing  importance. 

Without  any  evidence  of  coming  events  beyond 
probability,!  have  thought  such  a  contingency  so 
likely  to  occur,  that  I  could  not  reconcile  it  with  my 
duty  to  leave  it  unprovided  for.  I  have  therefore 
brought  it  to  your  consideration,  not  because  I  doubt 
the  character  of  our  title  to  the  territory,  or  because 
I  would  invite  terms  of  compromise  which  would 
involve  a  voluntary  surrender  of  what  belongs  to  us, 
or  w-ould  imply  any  uncertainty  as  to  our  resolute 
determination  to  maintain  our  rights,  but  that  provi- 
sions may  be  made  for  making  laiown  the  sentiments 
of  the  commonwealth  in  case  terms  of  compromise 
shall  be  discussed  with  a  view  to  a  settlement. 

The  sentiments  of  Maine  and  the  United  States 
are  unknown  to  me,  except  as  disclosed  to  the  public; 
but  I  do  not  view  it  as  an  impossibility  that  terms 
may  be  proposed  which  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
both,  and  it  is  for  this  event  I  would  have  the  com- 
monwealth prepared,  that  she  may  assert  and  vindicate 
her  just  rights,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  whatever 
is  consistent  with  them  to  promote  an  amicable  ad- 
justment of  the  controversy.  Believing  the  present 
provisions  of  law  to  be  inadequate  for  this  purpose,  1 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  such 
further  legislation  as  shall  enable  the  commonwealth 
to  meet  any  emergency  v/hich  may  come,  in  which 
her  interests  as  a  state  raav  be  involved. 

J.  DAVIS. 


Letter  fro.m  an  officer  on  board  the  Peacock, 

COPIED  FROM  THE  BROOKLYN  StaU. 

October  30,  1841.     The  Peacock,  after  sailing  up- 
ards  of  sixty  thousand  miles,  arrived  off  Cape  Dis- 
appointment on  the  17th  of  July,  ultimo. 

At  an  early   hour  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth  she 

was  standing  in   for  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river 

As  we  approached  the  rugged  pine-covered  cape,  to 
the  northward  of  the  river,  it  was  apparent  that  a 
more  weatherly  position  must  be  gained  ere  the  pas- 
sage of  the  formidable  bar  could  with  prudence  be 
attempted.  The  wind  was  from  south  by  east.  We 
put  about  and  stood  offshore  during  the  performance 
of  divine  service,  Cspt.  Hudson,  as  usual,  officiating. 
It  was  near  half  past  11  A.  M.  when  we  again  went  , 
about  on  the  in-shore  tack.  The  wind  had  freshened 
to  a  moderate  breeze,  forcing  us  through  the  water 
at  an  agreeable  speed,  all  drawing  sails  being  set, 
from  royals  down.  Following  what  we  considered 
to  be  safe  directions  for  our  guidance,  we  were  not 
aware  of  our  error  until  we  were  rapidly  shoaling 
our  water,  and  the  helm  was  ordered  up.  The  yards 
were  squared,  and  we  stood  down  before  the  wind, 
with  a  line  of  surf  close  upon  our  starboard  beam, 
and  what  appeared  to  be  deep  water  on'the  starboard 
bow.  When  abreast  of  the  latter,  we  hauled  up  to 
the  north  and  east,  but  had  advanced  not  far  on  our 
new  course  when  the  kelson  touched  lightly,  and  the 
next  moment  struck  with  tremendous  violence. 

"Wear  and  stand  out,"  was  the  prompt  order  pass- 
ed from  captain  to  first  lieutenant.  But  it  was  too 
late!  Another  and  another  blow  threatened  to  throw 
our  masts  over  the  bows.  She  was  unmanageable 
and  drove  further  on.  "Clew  up  and  furl  every 
thing,"  "Send  down  top-gallant  and  royal  yards," 
"Get  up  yards  and  stays,"  "Out  first  cutter,"  - 
"Have  stream  anchor  and  hawsers  ready  for  running 
out,"  followed  in  quick  succession.  All  canvass  was 
clewed  up,  the  top  gallant  and  royal  yardmen  mount- 
ed to  the  topmast  rigging,  but  there  clung  for  their 
lives,  and  were  not  then  urged  aloft  to  their  most 
dangerous  task,  so  doubtful  did  it  appear  whether  the 
lender  poles  would  survive  from  shock  to  shock, 
swayed  as  they  were  to  and  frulike  whip  lashes. 

A  boat,  commanded  by  the  second  lieutenant,  was 
lowered  and  sent  out  to  sound,  each  of  her  crew  be- 
ing provided  with  an  India-rubber  life-preserver. 

The  yards  having  been  firmly  secured  and  the  ne- 
cessary purchase  gotten  up,  the  first  cutter  was  hoist- 
ed out  and  moored  by  strong  ropes  head  and  stern. 
Fears  were  justly  entertained  that  she  would  not  live 
alongside.  After  several  escapes,  she  was  carried 
forward  to  the  extreme  of  her  sternfast,  and  then 
turned  round,  and  driven  into  the  ship  with  such 
force  as  stove  in  all  her  bows.  The  wreck  was  se- 
cured with  all  the  perfection  of  seamen's  ingenuity, 
but  she  was  afterwards  broken  in  pieces,  and  her  use- 
less,lumber  thrown  overboard. 

Time  did  not  improve  our  prospects.  The  wind 
had  chopped  round  to  the  northwest,  and  freshened 
with  drizzling  rain  and  strong  symphjins  of  a  gale. — 
Our  launch  remained  the  only  boat  that  could  possi- 
bly carry  out  kedge  or  hawser,  but  the  sea  alongside 
had  become  such  that  it  would  have  been  insanity  to 
risk  her  to  the  first  cutter's  fate. 

Immediately  at'terwe  struck,  signal  had  been  made 
to  that  effect  to  the  schooner,  then  some  distance  to 
leeward  of  us.  She  was  now  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  breakers,  when  she  was  directed  by  telegraph  to 
stand  off  and  act  at  her  own  discretion. 

Anxious  eyes  were  turned  often  upon  the  boat  engag- 
ed in  sounding; but, though  in  iraminentdanger,shewas 
managed  by  skill  that  promised  to  secnre  her  safety. 

Betv,reen  four  and  six  P.  M.  we  had  driven  on  so 
far  as  to  bring  the  outer  breakers  with  the  ebb  tide  a 
hundred  yards  or  more  to  seaward  of  us.  Our 
thumping  became  consequently  for  a  time  less  vio- 
lent. The  top-gallant  and  royal  yaTds  and  masts 
were  sent  down,  with  every  thing  out  of  the  tops. — 
An  anchor  was  swung  out  by  the  seaward  ibreyard 
arm,  and  let  go  clear  of  the  ship.  The  pumps  were 
manned  and  worked  with  spirit,  and  it  was  generally 
supposed  with  success  in  relieving  a  leak  in  the  hold. 
The  tanks  were  started,  a  gang  of  men  set  to  work 
throwing  shot  overboard,  and  India  rubber  buoys  se- 
cured to  the  guns.  About  this  time  the  wind  lulled, 
and  the  sounding  boat  got  alongside  without  her  rud- 
der, and  was  safely  whipped  on  board. 

As  the  flood  tide  made,  our  troubles  were  renewed. 
A  lari'e  canoe  had  been  observed  pushing  out  towards 
the  slup  against  wind  and  sea,  but  a  dense  fog  came  on 
and  shut  her,  with  all  else  beyond  the  ship,  from  sight. 
The  ni^ht  set  in  dreary  and  dark  enough.  Rockets 
were  sent  up,  and  three  minute  guns  fired  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  Vincennos.  supposed  to  be  at  an- 
chor within  the  river. 
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After  eight  o'clock  the  ship  struck  with  a  violence 
r/hich  exceeded  all  that  had  happened  during  the 
day.  The  laniards  of  stoppers  ou  the  chain  were 
carried  au'ay;  new  ones  passed,  wliich  soon  followed 
the  old.  The  chain  itselfthen  parted.  Another  an- 
chor was  let  go,  which  brought  up  and  held  up.  Our 
position  liad  shifted  for  the  worse.  Great  fears  were 
now  excited  lest  the  masts  should  come  down  about 
our  ears  and  crush  all  on  deck.  They  would  have 
been  r\it  away  had  they  not  been  necessary  for  get- 
ting out  the  boats. 

The  rudder  was  carried  away  from  its  pintals,  and, 
after  chawing  and  grinding  the  stern  frame  fora  time, 
happily  left  us.  The  leak  in  the  hold  gained  fearful- 
ly, a"  heavy  sea  boarded  her  ou  the  spar  deck,  car- 
rying away  the  stancheons  of  the  larboard  waist  bul- 
warks and  pouring  water  down  the. hatches  by  hogs- 
heads. Gratings  and  tarpaulinss  were  put  over  holes 
knocked  through  the  bulwarks  that  were  not  injured 
by  the  sea,  and  the  berth  dock  scuttled.  The  hope 
of  seeing  another  sun  grew  dim  and  more  dim,  for 
spite  of  the  quick  clank  of  the  pinnps,  which  now 
tolled  the  pas'-age  of  each  weary  second,  the  water 
rose  and  gained  upon  us  steadily.  All  thought  of 
saving  the  ship  was  abandoned;  but  with  the  ap- 
proaching daylight  there  was  a  chance  of  saving 
many  lives  in  the  boats.  The  water  was  even  with 
and  over  the  tanks,  but  the  tide  was  failing  rapidly, 
and  it  lacked  but  another  hour  of  day. 

Never  did  more  grateful  light  dawn  upon  the  eyes 
of  distressed  mariners.  It  appeared  as  if  all  danger 
passed  away  with  the  darkness.  The  ship  lay  almost 
still,  left  by  the  tide,  closely  imbedded  in  the  shifting 
sands.  The  launch  and  other  boats  on  ;ieck  were 
hoisted  out;  the  charts  of  our  late  surveys,  the  ship's 
papers  and  chronometers  prepared  for  being  sent  on 
shore.  A  canoe  was  observed  taking  advantage  of 
the  unusual  smoothness  to  come  off  to  us.  She  was 
soon  alongsitle,  bringing  an  Indian  pilot  and  a  servant 
of  Captain  Wilkes.  The  latter  informed  us  that  the 
Vincennes  had  attempted  to  cross  the  bar  about  tW'o 
months  previous  to  our  arrival,  but  finding  it  impas- 
sable on  account  of  a  heavy  sea,  had  borne  away  for 
Puget's  sound,  where  she  had  since  lain  at  anchor  in 
Iv'asqually  harbor.  Mr.  Waldron  was  sick  at  Astoria, 
on  Columbia  river.  Captam  Wilkes  had  left  his  ser- 
vant to  attend  upon  him. 

The  Indian  pilot  could  only  be  of  assistance  to  us 
in  pointing  out  the  best  passage  through  the  inner 
breakers,  and  the  safest  landing  place  on  the  beach. 

The  scientifics,  doctors,  sick,  and  the  marines, 
were  sent  with  the  ship's  papers  in  the  first  detach- 
ment of  boats. 

The  distance  of  the  landing  was  great,  and  before 
the  boats  could  return,  the  flood  tide  set  in  with  its 
usual  attendant — a  heavy  sea.  Most  of  the  boats, 
however,  got  along  side,  and  took  of  a  second  load. 
I  was  ordered  Into  one  of  them.  We  pulled  through 
breakers  and  tide  up  to  Baker's  bay,  where,  in  a  quiet 
little  nook,  we  found  those  who  had  preceded  us, 
many  of  them  already  engaged  in  throwing  up  rude 
huts  of  bougiis  for  shelter  during  the  night.  Some 
Indians  of  the  Chinook  tribe  were  lounging  around, 
decked  out  in  tawdry  finery,  and  armed  with  musket, 
or  rifle,  and  scalping  knife.  They  appeared  friendly, 
but  a  good  look  out  was  required  to  prevent  their  de- 
predating upon  our  small  property. 

The  captain,  first  lieutenant,  boatswain,  carpenter, 
and  about  twenty  hands,  still  remained  on  board.  The 
boats  made  a  most  desperate  but  vain  effort  to  lake 
them  otf.  The  sea  had  gained  once  more  the  as- 
cendency, and  the  poor  old  bark  lay  again  at  the 
mercy  of  the  pitiless  waves.  It  was  in  truth  a  me- 
lancholy sight.  She  had  borne  us  so  long  and  well, 
yet  now  she  was  sinking  fast,  though  resisting,  with 
giant  strength,  to  the  last.  The  scene  of  the  past 
night  seemed  about  to  be  re-enacted,  with  a  more 
disastrous  finale. 

One  of  the  boats  was  thrown  over  and  over,  end 
for  end,  by  the  sea.  Her  crew  were  badly  bruised, 
and  one  of  the  men  had  his  hip-bone  broki  n,  but  all 
were  saved  IJy  a  second  boat,  which  happened  for- 
tunately to  be  near  at  the  moment.  In  another  boat 
the  bow-oarsman  was  thrown  out  over  the  stern, 
though  the  boat  was  not  upset. 

The  ship  was  watched  by  a  group  of  anxious  eyes 
from  a  lolly  cleared  spot  directly  over  Cape  Disap- 
pointment. One  by  one  the  masts  were  seen  to  fall. 
None  knew  who  of  the  gallant  spirits  remaining  ex- 
posed to  the  increasing  dangers  might  have  been 
swept  away  with  them.  The  hours  dragged  wearily 
on  until  the  ebbing  tide  again  permitted  the  boats  to 
put  forth.  They  reached  the  wreck,  though  the  sua 
ran  fearfully  high.  There  were  several  feet  of  wa- 
t'tr  on  the  berth  deck,  but,  protected  by  the  kind 
I'roMiUnee  in  whom  he  had  put  his  tru'l,  llie  reso- 
lale  c'i|jlaiii  stepped  safely  into  one  of  the  boats^(/ic 
last  vtitii  to  ijtiU  the  ship. 

His  arrival  on  the  beach  was  hailed  by  three  hear- 
ty cheers  and  many  heartfelt   congratulation!!,  well 


deserved  for  the  noble  examples  he  had  set  of  calm- 
ness and  determination  in  the  trying  hours  of  peril. 

The  night  passed  cheerily.  Though  many  a  poor 
fellow  boasted  neither  pea-jacket  nor  blanket  to  pro- 
tect his  body  against  the  heavy  dew,  yet  not  a  life  had 
been  lost,  nor  a  mortal  injury  received.  No  one 
could  be  sad. 

The  next  morning  saw  nothing  of  the  Peacock 
above  water  except  the  end  of  her  bowsprit  and  a 
long  splinter  from  the  slump  of  her  mizenmast. 

It  remains  only  furtlier  to  say  that  the- Peacock's 
crew  and  officers,  in  the  course  of  two  days  after  the 
shipwreck,  were  conveyed  in  boats  to  Astoria,  (now 
called  Fort  George),  one  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany's stations,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  ri- 
ver, some  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth;  that  at  this 
place  they  met  with  the  most  hospitable  treatment 
from  that  warm-hearted  Scottish  gentleman,  Mr. 
Birnie,  who  superintendsthc  establishment;  that  they 
erected  a  village  of  boughs  and  leaves  around  his 
house,  and  awaited  nearly  three  weeks  the  ;irrival  of 
the  Vincennes,  to  v.'hich  an  express  had  been  sent 
the  second  day  after  the  disaster. 

The  Vincennes  and  Porpoise  at  length  arrived,  the 
latter  sailing  up  the  river  and  taking  olf  the  wearied 
crew,  part  of  whom  were  shipped  on  board  the  Vin- 
cennes, and  proceeded  with  her  to  California,  from 
whence,  on  the  31st  of  October,  they  were  expected 
to  sail  homeward. 


A  LETTER   FHOM   PRESIDEXT   TVLER. 


The  annexed  letter,  read  at  a  celebration  of  the 
president's  particular  political  friends  in  Philadelphia 
on  the22d  instant,  appears  in  the  Philadelphia  pa- 
pers. The  Sentinel  says  that  the  letter,  when  read, 
met  the  hearty  approbation  of  the  company: 

fVashmgton,  Febnianj  19,  1842. 

Gentlejien:  It  would  atibrd  me  the  most  unquali- 
fied pleasure  could  1  avail  myself  of  your  polite  in- 
vitation to  be  present  with  you  on  the  anni-versary  of 
the  birth  of  the  most  illustrious  man  and  devoted 
patriot  who  has  ever  lived  "in  all  the  tide  of  lime;" 
but  this  is  denied  me  by  the  constant  pressure  of 
public  duty.  The  example  of  George  Washington, 
rendered  glorious  by  the  devotion  of  all  his  faculties, 
mental  and  physical,  to  the  good  of  his  country, 
stands  in  bold  contrast  with  those  whose  names  have 
found  a  place  in  history,  as  connected  with  great  ta- 
lents, directed  to  no  other  end  then  the  advancement 
of  their  own  petty  and  selfish  schemes  of  ambition. 
I  should  like,  in  the  company  of  "mv  friends,"  to  re- 
call the  recollection  of  his  praiseworthy  deeds;  to 
dwell  upon  the  incidents  of  his  useful  life;  to  repeat 
the  lessons  of  wisdom  and  truth  embodied  in  his  fare- 
well address;  and  to  take,  with  each  of  you,  the 
pledge  to  maintain  the  union  of  these  states  sacred 
and  inviolable,  as  the  most  acceptable  mode  of  doin"- 
honor  to  the  memory  of  the  father  of  his  country" 
and  discharging  the  high  debt  which  each  and  all  of 
us  owe  to  ourselves  and  to  our  posterity. 

For  the  kind  regard  which  you  exprees  for  me, 
accept  the  tribute  of  my  sincere  thanks.  Your  ap- 
proval of  my  past  political  course,  directed  as  it  has 
been  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty,  will  not 
fail  to  animate  me  in  all  that  remains  of  the  future. 
That  I  entered  upon  the  presidential  office  under  cir- 
cumstances of  great  embarrassment,  must  have  been 
obvious  to  all.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history, 
upon  the  happening  of  a  contingency  provided  for  "in 
the  constitution,  the  vice  president  succeeded  to  the 
presidency;  and,  by  a  dispensation  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, a  new  experiment  upon  our  institutions  is  in 
the  progress  of  trial. 

A  president,  elected  by  the  people,  comes  into  of- 
fice at  the  head  of  a  triumphant  party.  His  will  is, 
for  the  most  part,  the  law  which  goVerns  his  party. 
Ilesponsible,  under  the  cnnsliiution,  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  atT\iirs,  he  recommends  his  measures 
and  adopts  his  line  of  policy  with  every  assurance  of 
support.  Not  so,  however,  with  a  vice  president, 
who  succeeds  to  the  presidency  by  the  demise  of  the 
president.  His  name  has  mixed  but  little  with  the 
canvass,  and  has  been  selected  more  with  reference 
to  supposed  sectional  or  local  than  general  influence. 
He  has  no  party  at  his  heels  to  sustain  his  measures, 
or  to  aid  him  in  his  exertions  for  the  public  good. — 
Instead  of  licing  a  leader  he  must  be  a  follower  of  par- 
ty, and  he  is  rc(]uircd  either  to  be  n  piece  of  wax,  to 
be  moulded  into  any  shape  that  others  mav  please,  or 
denunciations  the  loudest  and  boMi-st  are  "in  store  for 
him.  Has  he  long  chcrlsh.-il  opini  ms  which  stand  in 
the  way  of  party  ineaNures,  whetlur  Ihose  measures 
be  good  or  bad,  wise,  or  the  opposite,  lliey  must  be 
surrendered.  Honor,  cnnscienee,  every  thing  esteem- 
ed .Tinong  men,  must  he  yielded  iS'  the  'hunders  break 
over  his  head,  and  threaten  annihilation.  It  is  a  lit 
occasion  for  llio  prevalence  of  faction,  and  the  re- 
liance of  one  thus  situated  can  alone  be  on  the  pa- 


triotism and  discernment  of  the  people.  Such,  I  frank- 
ly avow  is  my  steadfast  reliance,  and  every  eCf.jrt  of 
mind  and  body  compatible  with  the  pul  lie  institu- 
tions, shall  be  exerted  to  maintain  our  institutions 
under  this  new  and  hazardous  experiment. 

There  are  other  causes  of  great  trial  and  difficulty 
by  which  the  administration  is  surrounded — private 
and  public  credit  'prostrated — :induslry,  in  all  its  de- 
partments, paralyzed — a  treasury  deficient  in  its  sup- 
plies— a  currency  broken  up  and  disordered — and  our 
foreign  relations  perplexed  and  embarrassed.  Credit 
should  be  restored — industry  reanimated — a  sound 
currency  provided  through  the  direct  exercise  of  con- 
stitutional power,  and  the  public  peace  preserved,  if 
the  same  can  be  accomplished  without  a  surrender  of 
national  honor.  These  objects  will  claim  my  undi- 
vided attention,  and  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  des- 
pair of  their  accomplishment. 

I  tender  to  each  of  you,  gentlemen,  assurances  of 
my  high  respect.  JOHN  TYLER. 

To  Satmiel  Riisk,  James  L.  Tyson,  James  *Ur//enrt/,  T. 
S,  Smith,  and  others  of  the  committee. 

LETTER  FKOH  SEVATOR  KEKK. 


COMMUNIC.VTION  ADDRESSED  TO  ThOMAS  B.  W.  RAN- 
DALL, ESQ.  CHAIRMAN  OF  A  COM.MTTTEE  OF  THE 
HOUSE    OF    DELEGATES    OF    MaRYLAN'D,  &C. 

fVashinglon,  Jan.  24,  1842. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  14tli  instant,  di- 
rected to  myself  and  the  hon.  William  D.  Merrick, 
as  "senators  in  congress,"  was  duly  -eceived.  My 
first  impulse,  from  a  perusal  of  it,  [)rompted  me  to 
make  an  immediate  reply,  protesting,  unreservedly 
and  emphatically  against  the  measure  of  authority 
which  seemed  to  be  assumed  over  me  as  a  senator  of 
the  United  States;  and  yet  I  was  not  unwilling,  but 
desirous  rather,  to  atibrd  to  the  house  of  delegates  of 
Maryland  such  lights  on  the  novel  inquiry  proposed 
by  your  letter,  as  I  could  impart,  consistently  with 
the  grave  obligations,  resulting  from  my  oliicial  sta- 
tion and  the  rules  of  tlie  senate;  because,  for  myself, 
I  had  nothing  to  conceal,  and  I  desire,  at  all  times, 
when  I  lawfully  can,  to  render  a  faithtul  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  that  branch  of  the  national  legis- 
lature in  which,  through  the  favor  and  confidence  of 
the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  I  have  the  honor 
to  hold  a  seat.  But,  sir,  on  a  requisition  of  the 
house  of  delegates  so  entirely  unusual,  and,  I  may  add, 
wholly  without  a  precedent  in  the  history  of  the  in- 
tercdurse  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  of  the  union 
with  either  branch  of  congress,  I  felt  it  was  proper 
that  I  should  pause,  in  order  more  deliberately  to  de- 
ride what  sort  of  an  answer  might  best  comport  with 
my  duty  to  thatf»i(ire  coiistUuency  which  I  represent, 
and,  at  the  same  time  with  the  respect  I  bear  to- 
wards the  house  of  delegates,  by  whose  order  you 
have  addressed  us.  On  this  point,  I  soon  formed  a 
dispassionate  judgment,  and  will  endeavor  now  to 
pursue  the  course  which  that  has  indicated  to  me, 
pleased  to  be  conscious  that  1  cannot  do  amiss  if  my 
pen  be  guided  by  truth  and  thedictatcsof  a  just  inde- 
pendence. 

Before  I  offer  to  you  the  explanations  and  sugges- 
tions which  have  occurred  to  me  as  proper  to  be 
made,  in  order  to  satisfy,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power, 
the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  house  of  delegates 
of  Maryland,  whose  organ  you  are,  it  is  necessary 
and  proper  that  1  should  accurately  recite  the  com- 
munication which  we  had  the  favor  to  receive  from 
you,  and  the  special  inquiries  proposed.  You  write 
as  follows: 

^■.Innapolis,  Jan.  14,  1942. 

Gentlemen:  As  chairman  of  this  committee,  I  am 
instructed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  or- 
der, adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates  on  the  5lh  of 
Jan.  1842.  In  discharge  of  the  duty  devolving  upon 
them  by  this  order,  the  committee  deem  it  proper  to 
address  themselves  first  to  you,  and  to  reiiuest  you  to 
inform  the  house  of  delegates,  through  them,  for 
what  reasons  and  under  what  circumstances,  the 
claims  of  General  Towson,  your  illustrious  fellow 
citizen,  were  overlooked  by  the  senate,  when  they 
had  under  consideration  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  .Macomb,  and  confirmed  the  nomination  of 
General  Wool,  of  New  Yorkr"  "With  great  respect, 
yours,  &e. 

"THOMAS  I?.  W.  RANDAIJ,,  chamnan." 

You  append  to  this  Idler  what  is  doubtless  intend- 
ed as  a  literal  copy  of  this  order,  under  which  you 
act,  to  wit: 

"Ordered,  that  the  committee  already  raised  upon 
the  subject  of  presenting  a  sword  to  captain  John  A. 
Webster,  referred  to  by  the  governor  in  his  annual 
message,  be  instructed  further  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
ceedings ol' senator  Kirr  and  iMerrick  as  regards  the 
mattrrof  General  Towson's  memorial  ij  tiie  United 
States  senate,  when  a  nomination  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  hy  the  death  of  gen.  Alexander  Macomb 
was  before  that  body." 
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One  remark  is  abviously  suggested  upon  this  com- 
municaliun,  taken  as  a  whole;  that  the  inquirj  wliich 
you  make,  in  Ijehalf  of  your  committee,  from  my 
colleague  and  myself,  is  far  v.ide  of  the  apparent 
object  presented  by  the  order  under  which  you  have 
proceeded,  and,  instead  of  calhng  upon  us  to  aid  you 
in  gaining  a  knowledge  of  our  otvn  ''proceedings" 
upon  a  very  dilt'erent  matter — "general  Nathan  Tow- 
son's  memorial  to  the  United  States  senate,  when  a 
nomination  to  fdl  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  general  Alexander  Macomb  was  before  that 
body" — you  apply  yourselves  first  to  us,  "for  the 
reasons  and  the  circumstances  under  whicii  the 
claims  of  General  Towson,  were  overlooked  by  the 
senate"  on  the  occasion  of  their  confirmation  of  the 
nomination  of  Gen.  Wool.  For  the  one  purpose,  en- 
tirely personal  to  themselves,  the  senators  of  Mary- 
land might,  perhaps,  have  had  but  little  hesitation  in 
yielding  to  any  joint  request  of  the  two  legislative 
branches,  which  compose  the  general  assembly  of 
Maryland,  incases  wherein  no  constitutional  obstacle 
interposed,  as  it  regards  their  own  rights  and  indepen- 
dence, or  forbade  them  to  reveal  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate.  But,  for  a  disclosure  of  the  reasons,  opin- 
ions, or  arguments,  urged  by  senators  in  secret  ses- 
sion, they  could  find  no  warrant  or  excuse  but  in  a 
previous  resolution  of  the  body  for  the  publication  of 
them,  without  which  they  would  incur  punishment 
and  disgrace. 

This  serious  difficulty  could  not  surely  have  occur- 
red to  the  honorable  house  of  delegates,  when  passing 
the  order  under  v.hich  you  act,  and  must  have  been 
no  less  overlooked  by  the  committee  when  they  in- 
structed you  to  make  the  request  which  we  have  had 
the  honor  to  receive. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  each 
house  of  congress  is  invested  v/ith  a  power  to  deter- 
mine the  rules  of  its  proceedings;  and,  amongst  the 
rules  established  by  the  senate,  and  approved,  is  that 
which  keeps  secret  its  proceedings  on  executive  nomi- 
nations to  office  until  the  injunction  be  taken  off  by  a 
formal  vole,  and  any  exposure  of  information  or  re- 
marks touching  the  character  or  qualification  of  per- 
sons nominated,  is  expressly  forbidden. 

Seeing  uic,  therefore,  under  these  prohibitions  and 
restraints,  tlic  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland  will, 
I  trust,  excuse  me  from  a  compliance  with  their  re- 
quest, as  transmitted  by  you,  to  inform  them  of  the 
reasons  which  governed  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  or  were  urged  by  any  members  of  it,  when 
they  confirmed  the  nomination  of  General  Wool;  and 
they  will  be  disposed,  I  am  sure,  on  mature  reflec- 
tion, to  rid  me,  in  their  most  generous  thoughts,  of 
all  suspicion,  which  the  object  presented  by  their  or- 
der seems  necessarily  to  imply,  of  a  desire  to  conceal 
any  proceedings  on  the  part  of  Maryland  Senators, 
"as  regards  the  matter  of  General  Towson's  memo- 
rial," of  which  you  speak,  when  1  assure  that  hono- 
rable body  that,  whatever  may  have  occurred  upon 
any  such  memorial  before  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  of  its  committees,  yet  remains  con- 
fidential, under  its  rules,  and  that  if  thereupon  any 
proceedings  or  discussion  have  taken  place,  I  am 
precluded  at  present  from  unfokling  them.  Never- 
theless, sir,  such-  is  my  desire  to  manifest  my  re- 
spectful coLisideration  of  the  house  of  delegates,  who, 
in  their  appropriate  sphere  of  action,  represent  the 
people  of  JIaryland,  whom  I  serve,  in  mine,  and  to 
whom,  as  my  lawful  constituents,  I  will  ever  bow 
with  reverence.  1  will  not  withhold  my  knowledge 
of  "the  circumstances,"  so  far  as  I  am  at  liberty  to 
state  them,  under  which  the  Senate  confirmed  the" 
nomination  of  General  Wool,  of  New  Yorltj  as  a 
brigadier  general.  I  will  relate  them  as  succinctly 
as  possible,  lest  I  should  trouble  the  house  of  dele- 
gates with  a  too  tedious  detail  of  particulars,  with 
which,  as  public  men,  most  of  them  are  probably 
familiar;  for  they  consist  in  well  known  facts  and 
plain  constitutional  provisions,  to  which  all  who  de- 
sire it  may  readily  refer.  They  will  allbrd,  I  hum- 
bly hope, -to  the  members  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
the  means  of  an  ample  apology  to  their  own  imme- 
diate constituents  for  desisting  from  any  further  pro- 
secution of  a  fruitless  Resign  to  draw  from  the  senate 
of  the  United  Slates  their  reasons  for  having  over- 
looked the  pretensions  of  any  individual,  howsoever 
distinguished  or  wheresoever  born,  to  an  oftice  under 
the  general  government,  to  which  the  president,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  unquestionable  power  and  discre- 
tion, has  not  deemed  it  his  duty  to  nominate  him.  I 
am,  sir,  further  induced  to  go  through  this  brief  pro- 
cess for  the  purpo.'.e  of  disabusing  the  public  mind  of 
the  effect  ol  mlimations  and  doubtful  queries  about 
some  su;  posed  derilcction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Maryland  Senators,  which,  not  being  defined  or  spe- 
cially charged  against  them,  cannot  be  at  this  time 
more  effectually  dissipated. 

Upon  the  death  of  our  late  distinguished  and  lament- 
ed commander-in-chief,  Major  General  Macomb,  it 
was  very  soon  known  that  General  Winfield  Scott 


would  be  railed  to  succeed  him.  He  was  according- 
ly nominated  to  the  -ienate,  and  by  it  promptly  con- 
firmed. Upon  this  appointment  being  made,  it  de- 
volved on  the  president  to  choose  a  brigadier  for  the 
army.  General  Wool  being  then  a  colonel,  and  an 
inspector  general  in  active  service,  and  a  brigadier 
j  general  by  brevet,  was  nominated  by  the  president 
and  deliberately  confirmed  by  the  senate  to  fill  the 
vacant  post.  There  was,  at  this  time,  a  long  line  of 
colonels  in  the  service  alike  holding  the  brex^et  distinc- 
tion of  brigadier.  The  distinguished  Jesup  held  the 
rank  also  of  a  major  general  by  brevet.  Amongst 
these  ofiicers  of  tiie  army,  General  Atkinson  and 
General  Brady  were  senior  to  all  in  rank. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  rompare  or  treat  of  the  re- 
lative merits  or  qualifications  of  these  gallant  men, 
who  have  received  the  full  meed  of  honor  from  their 
grateful  country.  Genern!  Nathan  Towson,  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  was,  I  believe,  as  brave  a  soldier 
as  any  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  He  was 
repeatedly  distinguished  and  honored  during  his  ser- 
vice— as  others  of  his  compatriots  were — with  pro- 
motions by  brevet,  for  conduct  of  gallant  and  noble 
daring,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy;  and,  in  1834,  he 
was  breveted  as  a  brigadier  by  General  Jackson,  then 
president  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  period  of  the  late  appointment,  which  is  the 
subject  of  your  inquiry.  General  Towson,  holding 
the  office  of  paymaster  general,  at  Washington,  un- 
der the  immediate  eyes  of  the  president,  was  doubt- 
less among  those  to  whom  his  attention  was  drawn, 
when  making  choice  of  a  brigadier.  Upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  selection,  which  the  president  was  authorised 
to  pursue,  unrestrained  by  the  pretensions  of  mere 
seniority  in  commission,  it  was  as  fully  in  his  power, 
if  he  chose,  to  fix  his  choice  on  General  Towson,  as 
to  have  conferred  the  honor  on  General  Wool,  or  any 
other  of  the  distinguished  officers  of  the  army,  whe- 
ther in  the  line  or  slafl".  General  Towson  was  rank- 
ed at  least  by  Atkinson  and  Brady;  and  many  other 
officers  claimed  precedence  of  him,  under  their  view 
of  subsisting  rank  in  the  army.  It  may  be  proper  to 
state — that  which  1  derive  from  other  sources  than 
any  confidential  matter  in  the  senate — that  General 
Towson  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  an  error  or  omis- 
sion as  to  the  date  of  his  last  brevet,  which,  if  it 
could  have  been  corrected  by  some  competent  au- 
thority, he. thinks,  would  have  placed  him  in  rank 
before  General  Wool;  but.  if  that  could  have  been 
effected,  the  result  would  not  have  given  him  prece- 
dence of  General  Atkinson  and  General  Brady  and 
others.  Yet,  whatever  actual  relation  General  Tow- 
son bore  to  them  in  rank,  he  was  as  eligible  as  they, 
had  it  been  the  will  of  the  president  to  nominate  him 
to  the  vacant  place  of  a  brigadier;  and  the  power  of 
that  high  olficer  to  withdraw  or  alter  his  nomination, 
at  any  moment  before  its  confirmation,  would  never 
be  denied  by  the  senate.  I  speak  with  perfect  sin- 
cerity when  I  say,  that,  had  the  nomination  fallen  on 
that  gallant  son  of  my  own  native  state,  I  would 
have  cherished  with  satisfaction  the  opportunity  in 
my  hands  of  confirming  it  by  my  vote;  and  this  is  all 
1  think  that  the  occasion  calls  upon  me  to  say  on 
that  point. 

The  president  nominated  General  Wool,  not  on  ac- 
count o{  senim-itij — for  that  could  not  be  pretended — 
but  of  his  own  sound  discretion,  according  to  an  un- 
doubted authority  to  do  so,  under  the  constitution, 
military  usage  every  where,  and  the  express  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  army.  Those  rules  declare 
that  original  vacancies  shall  be  supplied  by  selection, 
or  free  choice,  and  accidental  vacancies  to  tlie  rank  of 
colonel  by  promotion,  according  to  seniaritij,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases;  but  appointments  to  Ihe  rank  of 
brigadieror  major  general  are  to  be  made  by  selection, 
independently  of  the  claims  of  seniority.  The  force 
of  the  reasons  for  such  provisions  is  well  understood 
even  in  the  militia  of  the  states. 

To  Ihe  president  belongs,  under  the  constitution, 
the  power  to  nominate  all  officers  of  the  United  States, 
civil  and  military,  and  to  the  senate  is  exclusively 
assijjned  the  authority  to  confirm  or  reject  his  nomi- 
nations. As  he  has  the  so/e  power  to  nominate,  the 
entire  responsibility,  for  the 'wisdom  and  integrity  of 
his  selectious  rests  upon  him.  The  senate,  as  an  in- 
dependent body,  has  a  right  to  examine  into  tlie  fit- 
ness of  the  candidate  nominated,  and  to  approve  or 
reject  him;  but  their  decision  should  be  fairly  regu- 
lated by  the  opinion  of  the  character  and  qualifica- 
tions of  the  individual  presented.  Should  the  senate 
at  any  time  adopt  the  principle  that,  whenever  a  ma- 
jority of  that  body  happens  to  prefer  another,  they 
will  reject  every  nomination  until  the  president  fall 
back  upon  their  favorite,  it  would  be  a  plain  usurpa- 
tion of  the  constitutional  prerogative  of  sole  nomina- 
tion, and  thus  the  whole  power  of  appointment  would 
be  rendered  nugatory.  If  this  right  of  the  president 
to  nominate  be  conceded,  and,  in  the  case  of  an  ap- 
pointment to  a  military  office  above  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel, he  be  not  bound  to  make  the  selection  accord- 


ing to  seniority  of  rank,  then  the  senators  must  rest 
theii- assent  or  di.sscnt  to  the  nomination  on  .the  cri- 
terion of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  in- 
dividuals actually  nominated.  They  may  reject  him; 
hut  neither  the  merit  nor  rank  of  any  othi;r  person 
can  confer  on  the  senate  a  power  to  appoint  that 
other  to  the  office  in  question,  since  the  president 
will  still  have  the  right  of  selection,  and  may  again 
and  again  nominate  agreeably  to  his  preference  and 
judgment. 

If,  in  the  case  of  the  nomination  of  General  Wool, 
Ihe  claims  of  his  admitted  seniors,  Atkinson  and  Bra- 
dy, were  passed  over,  it  is  irresistibly  to  be  inferred 
that  his  nomination  was  confirmed  upon  the  principle 
of  the  right  of  the  president  to  make  a  selection  of  a 
brigadier,  withijut  regard  to  rank,  and  from  the  ab- 
sence of  well  foundid  objections  to  the  character  and 
competency  of  the  uoniinee. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  stated  to  you  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  house  of  rieleL'atcs,  the  precise  circumstances,  in 
point  of  fact,  and  Ihe  constitutional  authority  under 
which  the  president  made  and  the  senate  confirmed 
the  nomination  of  Gen.  Wool,  so  far  as  I  am  at  liber- 
ty to  unfold  them,  and  as  I  understand  them.  Now, 
sir,  if  to  know  the  reasons  or  motives  which  actuated 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates  in  making  that  no- 
mination, or  the  several  members  of  the  senate  in 
confirming  it,  shall  be  still  desired  by  the  honorable 
house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  or  the  reasons  why 
the  former  did  not  nominate  to  that  vacant  place  in 
the  army  our  dislinguislied  fellow  citizen  General 
Towson,  I  think  I  have  offered  most  respectfully  for 
their  consideration  irrefragable  proof  that  no  reasona- 
ble expectation  can  be  entertained  that,  in  my  pecu- 
liar situation  as  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  I  can 
be  in  any  manner  further  instrumental  in  affording  to 
them  such  informjtion. 

Had  I  declined  making  to  you,  the  authorised  inter- 
preter of  the  wishes  of  the  house  of  delegates,  any 
answer,  and  poised  myself  upon  my  own  just  sense  of 
the  independence  of  the  srnate  of  the  United  States 
of  the  authority  v.hich  the  legislature  of  any  state 
may  assume  to'  cNercisf,  of  inquiring  into  its  pro- 
ceedings, I  might  have  been  deemed  fastidious  to- 
wards the  hono.rable  body  in  whose  name  you  have 
proceeded;  and  I  do  not  fear  that  by  any  such  degree 
of  compliance  as  that  to  which  I  have  limited  myself, 
I  shall  incur  the  imputation  of  having  in  the  least 
compromitted  the  dignity  of  that  important  branch 
of  the  national  government  to  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  belong,  and  which,  with  its  co-ordinate  legis- 
lative powers,  participates,  also,  in  the  high  execu- 
tive function  of  appointment  to  o(Bce. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  stated  with  freedom,  though  with 
great  deference,  what  I  thought  best  adapted  to" this 
peculiar  occasion  and  to  ray  own  fair  purposes;  and 
now  I  come  to  speak  briefly  of  that  pari  of  your  com- 
munication whicli  alone  concerns  the  Maryland  se- 
nators personally. 

If  the  inference  w  hich  1  draw  from  the  order  of 
the  house  of  delegates  itself  be  not  strained  by  an 
undue  sensibility  on  my  part,  to  the  slightest  impli- 
cation of  a  charge  against  me  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  my  honored  native  state,  it  may  be- 
hoove me  to  notice  it  with  some  special  attention,  I 
have  already  r<  marked  that,  in  the  ini]uiry  contain- 
ed in  vour  letter,  you  do  not  ask  of  us  to  give  to  the 
hou.s.e'of  delegate's  any  information  or  report  of  our 
own  "proceedings"  in  any  case  before  the  senate, 
except  in  so  far  as'  being  constituent  members  of 
that  body  we  are  embraced  in  its  general  designation: 
It  may  be,  sir,  that,  by  thus  calling  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  house  of  delegates  to  their  order,  I 
am  making  an  issue  not  intended  by  th'-m  to  be  rais- 
ed; but  it  was  impossible  for  me,  although  at  all 
limes  most  anxious  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  self- 
defence,  "to  blink  so  hard"  as  not  to  have  seen  in 
the  first  introduction  of  that  order  that  there  was  im- 
plied some  dissatisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Maryland  senators.  To  incur  the  just  censure  of 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  or  of  their 
representatives,  would  give  me  infinite  pain,  and  I 
am  therefore  ever  feelingly  alive  to  the  semblance  cf 
an  accusation  that  might'lead  to  such  a  consequence. 
The  franknesswhichbelongs  to  my  character  prompts 
me  on  all  occasions,  when  I  may  with  propriety  do 
so,  to  meet  openly  and  firnily,  and  to  remove  if  I 
can,  either  misapprehensions  or  misrepresentations 
of  ray  conduct.  I  might  confide  in  the  magnanimi- 
ty or  justice  of  the  honorable  house  of  delegates  of 
.Marvland,  if  a  serious  charge  of  any  sort  were  real- 
ly in'tended  to  be  alleged  against  me,  that  a  full  and 
certain  specification  of  it  would  have  been  made 
and  furnished  me,  so  that  I  might,  if  I  pleased,  plead 
to  the  jurisdiction,  or  confess  or  deny  the  impeach- 
ment. But  if  it  be  the  sure  though  undesigned  ef- 
fect of  their  order  to  "just  hint  a  fault ,"  and 

the  grave  proceeding  have  instantly  become  a  pro- 
lific topic  for  ambiguous   interpretations  and  malig- 
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rant  sunnises,  shall  the  intended  -viclims  of  popular  request  you  to  inform  the  house  of  delegates,  through 
displeasure  evade  or  rest  quietly  without  notice  of :  them,  for  what  reasons  and  under  what  circum- 
them,  when  a  breath  of  theirs  may  dispel  the  cloud?  stances  the  claims  of  General  Towson,  your  illus- 
A  pla'-.n,  bhmt  man,  as  I  am,  and  not  accustomed  to  ■  trious  fellow-citizen,  were  overlooked  by  the  senate, 
rest  quietly  under  the  injurious  operation  of  such  a  I  when  they  had  under  consideration  the  vacancy 
slate  of  thincis,  I  will  not  now  forbear  to  avail  my-  caused  by  the  death  of  Macomb,  and  confirmed  the 
self  of  the  fair  opportunity  which  is  presented  for  ,  nomination  of  General  Wool  of  New  York.  AVith 
renellinc  unfounded  and  unjust  insinuations;  nor  do  I   great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

.  r-.      .=  ,    ^'   ,/- .   <-_-i,:j :_  T.  B.  W.  RANDALL,  c/iairmnn. 

^'Ordered,  That  the   committee  already  raised  on 
the  subject  of  presenting  a  sword  to  Capt.  J.  A.  Web- 
ster, referred  to  by  the  governor  in  his  annual  mes- 
be   instructed   further  to  inquire  into  the  pro. 


think  that  any  ground  of  self  respect  forbids  me  in 
such  a  case,  to  speak  out.  I  conSdently  trust,  there- 
fore, that  in  taking  part  in  the  irregular  proceeding, 
■which  has  called  from  me  a  large  reply  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  h-norable  house  of  delegates,  I  shall 

be  pardoned  if  I  further  use  the  occasion  to  give  im-  |  ceedings  of  Senators  Kerr  and    Merrick,  as  to  the 
mediate  circulation  of  what  I  deem  a  necessary  and    matter  of  General   Nathan   Towson's    memorial  to 


proper  explanation  to  the  public,  for  my  own  sake. 
When  I  first  saw  the  order  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, a  copy  of  which  has  since  been  transmitted 
by  vou,  in  mV  solicitude  to  ascertain  its  object  so  far 
as  i't  might  be  interesting  to  myself,  as  none  was 
therein  defined,  I  used  some  endeavor  to  obtain  in- 
formation of  what  it  really  meant.  The  result  of 
my  enquiry  was,  that,  although  no  allegation  of  any 
improper  oificial  act  on  the  part  of  my  colleague  or 
myself  had  been  staled  before  the  liouse  of  dele- 
gates, yet  that,  in  the  political  circles  of  Annapolis 
it  had  been  suggested  as  the  basis  of  that  order,  that 
the  Maryland  senators,  on  the  occasion  of  confirm- 
ing the  appointment  of  General  Wool,  had  purpose- 
ly absenli  d  lliemselves  from  thdr  seals,  so  that  the  nomi- 
nation mip/!(  not  be  rejected!  This  is  the  mildest  form 
in  which  I  can  state  that  cross  imputation,  which  I 
learn  that  rumor  has  trumpeted  to  and  fro,  until  it 
has  become  rife  in  the  state. 

I  remember  well,  sir,  that,  during  the  "civil  dud- 
geon" in  the  party  canvass  of  October,  a  friend  of 
mine,  with  the  best  intentions,  sent  to  me  a  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  which  this 
malignant  surmise  was  embodied  as  a  direct  charge, 
in  language  which  my  seif-respect  will  not  allow  me 
to  repeat.  It  was  then  the  object  of  my  mefiablc 
contempt,  and  I  let  silence  speak  my  scorn.  I  thought 
it  had  fallen  stillborn  from  the  press.  But  if  it  be 
now  the  object  of  any  one  to  resuscitate  the  despi- 
cable ofispring  of  personal  malignity  and  party  ran- 
cor, and  he  shall  avow  such  a  charge,  I  cannot  ap- 
prehend that  one  individual  can  be  found  in  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  there  to  foster  so 
base,  so  low,  so  unjust  an  imputation;  or  that  any 
honorable  man,  vi'hether  political  friend  or  adversa- 
ry, who  ever  heard  of  my  humble  name  and  charac- 
ter will  hesitate  to  staud  forth  in  my  vindication, 
upon  the  hare  ground  of  my  reputation,  against  nak- 
ed falsehood.  None  but  one  who  is  conscious  of  his 
own  destitution  of  every  feeling  of  virtue  and  inde- 
pendence could  invent  the  slander;  and  he  who  would 
propagate  it,  without  proof  oreven  plausible  pretext, 
deserves  no  better  title  than  the  foul  disgrace  of  so- 
ciety. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  too  serious  to  utter  these  ex- 
pressions of  indignant  self-respect,  for  the  purpose  I 
have  declared,  since  1  know  well  how  easily  the  pur- 
est intentions  may  be  blackened  by  malice;  and  false 
insinuations,  if  suffered  to  pass  without  notice,  may 
be  worked  into  a  manufacture  of  public  opinion, 
producing  excitements  and  ill-blood,  dillicult  to  be 
allayed. 

Ibeg  you,  sir,  to  assure  the  house  of  delegates  of 
MarNlond  of  my  high  consideration;  and  I  remain, 
resnectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'^  ^'•'  JOHN  LEEDS  KERR. 

To  Thomas  B.  W.  Kandall,  esq.  chdnnan  nj  a  commit- 
tee of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  Sfc. 


The  honorable  house  will  hence  perceive  the  pain- 
ful necessity  they  have  placed  me  under  of  declin- 
ing to  have  any  connexion  with  the  proceedings  their 
committee  may  see  fit  to  institute  under  this  order, 
anxious  though  I  certainly  am  in  all  things  to  be  scru- 
pulously respectful  to  them,  and  much  as  explana- 
tions, which  under  other  circumstances  I  might  be 
enabled  to  make,  would  tend  to  disabuse  some  of  them 
and  others  of  my  valued  fellow  citizens,  of  unjust  and 
erroneous  impressions. 

With  the  highest  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D.  MERRICK. 


LE'ITEU  FUO.n  SKN.VrOK  MEllllICK. 


To  THE  UONOIUBLE,  THE    SPEAKER  OF    THE  HOUSE  OF 
DELEOATF.S  OF  MaKVLAND. 

Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  January  26,  li^43 
Sir:  Prompted  by  a  perfect  respect  for  the  hono- 
rable body  over  which  you  preside,  and  entcrlairung 
a  sincere  desire  on  all  occasions  to  conform  as  far  as 
po'sihic  to  their  just  expectations  and  wishes,  I  most 
respectfully  beg  leave  through  you,  to  invito  the  at- 
tention of  the  honorable  the  house  of  delegates,  to 
the  followmg  ropy  of  a  communication  made  to  me 
by  the  Hon.  Thomas  B.  W.  Randall,  as  chairman  of 
one  of  its  commiltces;  and  to  a  very  brief  statement 
of  the  considerations,  which  seem  to  prescribe  to  me, 
mv  duties  in  regard  to  that  communication. 
Ccpy  of  a  communication  flirccted  to  the  honoralile  John 
L.  Kerr  and  William  /).  Merrick. 

Mnapolis,  Junnary  14,  1842. 
"Genti.f.mf.n:  As  chaiiman  of  the  rommillee,  I 
am  instructed  to  call  your  attention  to  llic  following 
order  adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates,  on  the  .'ith 
of  .lanuary,  lH4l'.  In  the  discharge  of  the  duty  de- 
volving upon  tiiem  by  this  order,  the  committee  deem 
jl   proper  to  address  thomselvei  first  to  vou,  STid  to 


the  United  States  senate,  when  a  nomination  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Gen.  Alex- 
ander Macomb  was  before  that  body." 

By  the  letter  of  the  honorable  chairman,  I  am  re- 
quired **to  inform  the  house  of  delegates, .through 
them  [the  committee]  for  what  reasmis,  and  under 
wiiat  circumstances,  the  claims  of  General  Towson, 
your  [niy]  illustrious  fellow  citizen,  were  overlooked 
by  the  Semite,  when  they  had  under  consideration  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Macomb,  and  con- 
firmed the  nomination  of  Gen.  Wool,  of  New  York." 
I  am  unwilling  to  suppose  that  the  house  of  dele- 
gates of  Maryland  either  expected  or  designed  to 
authorize  this  call.  Had  that  honorable  body  desir- 
ed to  know  the  reasons  of  any  action  of  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  and  had  felt  themselves  authorized 
to  call  for  those  reasons,  they  would,  in  view  of  their 
own  high  dignity,  and  the  character  of  the  body 
whose  reasons  they  wished  to  investigate,  have  ad- 
dressed themselves  directly  to  the  senate  itself,  and 
not  to  one  of  its  humblest  members.  They  have 
usually,  I  believe,  heretofore  made  their  own  sena- 
tors the  organs  through  whom  they  have,  as  occasion 
seemed  to  require,  commtmicated  their  wishes  and 
opinions  to  the  senate;  and  though  there  is  no  prece- 
dent for  requiring  of  the  senate  their  7'«rso)i,'i  for  any 
act  they  may  have  performed,  I  still  must  suppose 
that,  had  the  house  of  delegates  designed  to  claim 
such  a  right,  they  would  have  asserted  it  boldly,  and 
in  the  usual  and  approved  form  of  a  legislative  re- 
solve; to  be  laid  directly  before  the  body  to  which  it 
was  addressed,  rather  than  in  the  mode  here  pursued 
by  the  honorable  chairman  of  their  committee.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  I  am  constrained  to  de- 
cline making  any  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  hon- 
orable chairman:  no  less  by  a  proper  regard  to  the 
dignity  both  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland 
and  of  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales,  than  by  the 
natural  impossibility  of  my  knowing  the  reasons 
which  may  have  governed  the  senate  in  it^  actions, 
otherwise  than  from  a  declaration  of  those  reasons 
by  the  senate  itself.  The  reasons  which  may  have 
governed  individual  members,  I  might  learn  to  some 
extent,  by  inquiring  of  them  individually,  but  the 
reasons  of  the  senate  can  be  known  only  from  the 
senate  itself,  and  I  am  yet  without  authority  to  ask 
for  a  formal  declaration  of  them. 

As  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  inquiries  in  the  ho- 
norable chairman's  letter,  I  beg  permission  simply 
to  remark,  that  I  have  yet  to  learn  tliat  the  name  of 
General  Towson  was  ever  before  the  senate  in  con^ 
nexion  with  "the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Macomb,"  and  now  filled  by  the  distinguished  Ge- 
neral VVinlield  Scott,  or  in  connexion  with  the  of- 
fice now  held  by  General  Wool  of  New  York;  and  if 
any  should  desire  to  know  the  reason  of  this,  I  must 
respectfully  refer  them  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  with  whom  resides  exclusively  the  nominating 
power 

Permit  me  now  a  word  in  reference  to  the  order 
which  the  honorable  chairman  informs  me  was  pass 
ed  by  the  house  of  delegates  on  the  5th  of  the  pre 
sent  month.  This  order  directs  an  inquiry  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  delegates  "into  tlio  proceed 
ings  of  senators  Kerr  and  Merrick,  as  regards  the 
matter  of  general  Nathan  Towson's  memorial  to  Ihi 
United  States  senate.  Sic.  &e."  Now,  with  all  pos- 
sible deference  for  the  honorable  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, 1  must  he  permitted  to  remark,  that  I  am  ut- 
terly unable  to  discover  whence  they  derive  the 
power  to  subject  a  member  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  to  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  their  com- 
mittees, particularly  for  proceedings  in  senate,  or 
what  authority  they  can  give  to  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate any  proceedings  had  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States, .when  sitting  with  closed  doors,  as  a  co- 
ordinate part  of  the  executive  government  of  this 
union.  The  members  of  the  senate,  like  members 
of  all  other  eonsiderative  assemblies,  are  subject 
for  all  their  acts  and  doings  in  senate  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  senate,  itself;  and  no  member,  however 
humble  as  an  individual,  can  consislenlly,  with  a 
becoming  respect  for  the  body,  recognise  or  volun- 
tarily submit  to  any  other,  short  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
pie. 


HOME    LEAGIB. 


COMMUNICATED  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

The  difficulties  prevailing  among  the  productive 
classes  in  the  United  States  since  1836,  and  the  still 
greater  difficulties  apprehended  after  the  final  reduc- 
tion of  duties  in  1842  have  excited  a  general  feeling 
of  anxiety  throughout  the  country  as  to  the  future. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  domestic  interests, 
held  in  New  York  last  October,  it  was  resolved  that 
a  Home  League  should  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  home  interests,  aloof  from  party  and  sec- 
tional bias,  and  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  set  forth  the'ir  views  in  an  address  to 
the  public.  In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the 
convention  they  submit  the  following 
ADDRESS. 
On  the  first  of  July  next  a  new  era  commences  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States.  Unless  some  mo- 
dification'shall  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, on  that  day  the  impost  system  of  the  United 
States  will  bo  placed  upon  a  basis  as  yet  untried  in 
this,  and,  as  we  believe,  in  any  other  civilived  coun- 
try. From  that  time  all  discriminating  duties  are  to 
be  abolished — the  protection  hitherto  extended  to 
the  manufacture  of  articles  essential  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  country  is  to  be  laid  aside — the  legisla- 
tion of  other  nations  adverse  to  our  national  inte- 
rests is  to  be  disregarded;  and  under  a  fixed  and  per- 
anent  dutv  of  20  per  cent,  the  navigation,  manu- 
factures, and  agriculture  of  the  United  States,  so  far 
as  they  are  affected  by  foreign  trade,  are  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  caprice  and  hostility  of  foreign  legisla- 
tion, and  to  be  regulated,  prohibited  or  encouraged, 
as  the  interests  of  other  governments  shall  prescribe. 
Hov/  far  such  a  departure  from  the  established  na- 
tional policy  of  the  United  Slates  is  justified  by  a 
recurrence  to  our  past  history,  or  by  sound  maxims 
of  government,  is  well  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  American  people  are  fully  aware  of  the  grasp- 
ing and  monopolizing  character  of  the  policy  adopt- 
ed by  the  nations  of  Europe  for  the  government  of 
this  continent.  That  knowledge  grows  out  of  their 
public  history.  It  is  identified  with  their  recollection 
of  the  councils  and  achievements  of  the  revolution, 
which  was  fn  itself  an  effort  to  emancipate  this  con- 
tinent from  the  shackles  of  the  colonial  and  com- 
mercial system  of  Europe.  So  far  as  related  to  the 
territory  of  the  United  Slates,  that  attempt  was  suc- 
cessful. 

The  establishment  of  our  independence  put  an  end_ 
to  all  direct  control  and  interference,  on  the  pari  of 
England,  with  the  industry  and  commerce  of  the  U. 
Slates. 

The  indirect  control  of  the  colonial  policy  was  as 
great  as  ever.  So  far  as  related  to  our  commerce 
with  the  territories  and  islands  adjacent  to  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  we  were  still  in  a  state  of  vassalage.  It  is 
true  that  we  could  trade  with  Europe,  and  we  had  an 
equal  voice  in  the  regulation  of  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the  colonial  possessions  of  Eu- 
ropean powers;  but  their  jealousy  forbade  all  inter- 
course which  was  was  not  exclusively  regulated  by 
them  for  the  interests  of  the  mother  countries,  and 
in  this  manner  the  United  States  was  isolated  and 
debarred  from  intercourse  with  all  neighboring  colo- 
nial possessions. 

The  southern  part  of  this  continent  was  in  pos- 
session of  Spain,  and  her  jealousy  excluded  all  trade 
with  those  colonics.  On  the  north,  England  exercis- 
ed a  similar  control,  and  with  the  same  hostility  to 
American  commerce.  The  vast  and  fertile  valley  of 
the  Ohio  was  denied  all  access  lo  the  ocean,  because 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  was  owned  by  Spain; 
and  the  equally  ex.teniive  and  fertile  shores  of  the 
great  lakes  were  subjected  to  the  same  ineouveni- 
encc,  because  the  St.  Lawrence  flowed  past  one  of 
those  military  outposts  with  which  the  commercial 
policy  and  grasping  ambition  of  England  have  encir- 
cled the  globe. 

Even  when  under  the  pressure  of  war  any  Europe- 
an power  opened  her  coloni:\l  ports  to  our  com- 
merce, it  has  been  deemed  an  iul'ringcment  of  the 
prinriples  of  the  colonial  system,  and  our  vessels 
hove  been  subject  to  capture  and  condemnation  lor 
participating  in  a  trade  which  was  stigmatized  a$  a 
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violation  of  the  European  law  of  nations.  Tlie  re- 
sources and  commerce  of  this  hemisphere  were 
deemed  the  property  of  Europe,  and  all  intercourse 
and  trade  among  its  inhabitants  were  to  be  wholly 
prohibited,  or  so  regul.ited  by  her  paternal  legisla- 
tion as  solely  to  promote  European  interests. 

Such  a  prohibition  was  an  arbitrary  exercise  of 
power,  injurious  to  the  interesfs  and  rights  not  only 
of  the  colonies,  but  of  the  United  States.  It  ivas^in 
contravention  of  the  natural  rights  of  the  inhaoil- 
ants  of  this  hemisphere,  and  would  justify  them  in 
resuming  those  riglils  by  force  whenever  their  in- 

'       *'  '  *  rpcnrt 


terests  would  permit  a  recourse  to  the  d 
of  nations. 

The  sagacious  statesmen  of  the  revolution  felt  that 
the  contest  was  not  yet  at  an  end.  The  victory  was 
only  p.artially  achieved.  The  bonds  of  colonial  vas- 
salage had  only  been  shaken  otl';  but  the  brolcon  bars 
and  shackle-bolts  still  lay  scattered  around,  encum- 
bering the  ground,  and  obstructing  our  path  to  pros- 
perity and  greatness.  A  system  of  policy  was  to  be 
adopted  which  should  secure  to  the  country  the  sub- 
stantial fruits  of  independence.  Among  the  first  ob- 
jects which  attracted  the  attention  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment was  the  shipping  interest;  and  a  lavf  was 
enacted  which,  by  a  discriminating  tonnage  duty, 
compensated  American  vessels  for  the  burdens  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  British  navigation   acts,  and 

enabled'  them  to  compete  upon  equal  footing  for  the  '  selves  to  commercial  and  manufacturing  pursuits  ex 
carrying  trade  between  the  tvro  countries. 

Measures  were  also  adopted  to  open  the  Mississip- 
pi to  the  trade  of  the  rich  territory  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  and  to  enable  its  productions  to  reach  the 


fabrics  began  to  make  their  appearance  among  our  which  the  opposition  was  carried  to  a  point  incon- 
e!!ports;  and  the  United  States,  which,  at  the  forma-  sistent  with  their  obligations  to  the  union,  its  oppo- 
tion  of  the  union,  exported  scarcely  any  thing  except  nents  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  congress  an  act 
agricultural  produce,  ami  was  dependent  upon  Eu- 1  providing  for  agradual  reduction  of  duties  until  1842, 
rope  for  nearly  all  manufactured  articles,  had  so  far  i  when  they  are  to  be  brought  down  to  20  per  cent,  on 
advanced  in  that  branch  of  industry  as  to  export  in  j  all  articles,  without  reference  to  any  of  those  views 
1823  jj3,352,000  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  inland  principles  which  have  influenced  statesmen  in 
1840  $10,614,000.  j  imposing  discriminating  duties.     From  the  gradual  . 

Of  these,  the  cotton  manufactures,  which  were  not  reduction  that  ha>  hitherto  taken  place,  our  mecha- 
enumeraled  among  our  exports  until  1826,  amounted  ,  nics  and  manufacturers  have  been  as  yet  prevented 
to  S3,.'J50,000,  and  those  of  iron  to  $1,101,000.  j  from  feeling  the  full  effects  of  unrestrained  cnmpeti- 

These  indications  of  increased  skill,  which  now  ap- 1  tion  with   European  labor.     The  great  barrier  has 


r  resort  pearcd  in  the  exports,  were  but  faint  evidences  of 
the  great  benefits  conferred  upon  the  country  by  the' 
establishment  of  uianufactu,>'es  at  home.  The  supply 
of  the  domestic  consumption  vastly  exceeded  in  im- 
portance the  amount  contributed  to  its  foreign  coifi- 
and  the  creation  of  a  home  market  for  its 


ocean  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans.  At  the  same  I  and  that  there  would  be  a  less  demand  for  their  pe- 
time,  steps  were  taken  to  obtain  a  fair  share  in  the  I  culiar  productions  abroad.  Influenced  by  this  sec- 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the  West  tional  feeling,  an  opposition  was  set  on  foot  against 
Indies',  oi-,  at  all  events,  to  put  an  end  to  the  mono-  |  the  established  policy  of  the  country,  and  after  a  ve- 
poly  of  that  business  which  the  British  government  hement  contest,  in  which  other  considerations,  which 
sought  to  secure  to  its  own  shipping.  This  was  ef- 1  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate,  besides  those 
fected  after  a  long  and  protracted  contest,  by  the  |  of  public  policy,  were  mingled,  the  opposition  so  far 
passage  of  laws  that  prohibited  all  trade  with  British  j  prevailed  as  to  materially  modify  the  commercial 
colonies  in  which  American  vessels  were  not  permit-  system  adopted  at  the  foi-mation  of  the  union. 
ted  to  participate.  The  effort  to  regulate  the  trade  between  the  Unit- 

Among  tne  chief  inconveniences  to  which  the  new  i  ed  States  and  the  British  West  Indies  vi-as  relinquish- 
republic  was  subjected  was  one  growing  out  of  the  :  ed  on  Ihe  part  of  this  government,  and  is  now  carried 


not  yet  been  thrown  down;  still  our  merchants  and 
mechanics  have  already  felt  the  evil  consequences  of 
government's  withdrawing  its  parental   care.     The 
reduction  of  duties  has  encouraged  excessive  impor- 
tations of  foreign  manufactures;  and  increased  the 
disorders  of  our  currency.     Extravagance  in  the  con- 
produce  gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  settlement  and  ]  sumption  of  foreign  luxuries  has  been  encouraged  in 
improvement   of  the  country.     The  rural  districts ;  the  same  degree  that  domestic  manufactures  have 
were  enriched  and  enlivened  by  the  establishment  of!  been  repressed.     Importations  have  been  increased, 
single  factories  on   the  streams  that  had,  till  then,  j  and  the  country  has  grown  poorer.     The  whole  ex- 
flowed  in  solitude  to  the  sea;  while  the  manufaetur- j  ports  of  brcad-stulls  from  the  United  States  in  1839 
ing  towns,  in   other  districts,  sprung  up  with  a  vigor,  scarcely  paid  for  one-third  of  the  silks  imported;  while 
aiid  strength  that,  in  fifteen  years,  have  made  them    the  exported  whalebone  and  oil,  the  produce  of  the 
worthy  rivals  of  the  great  manufacturing  towns  of  the  i  labor  of  our  hardy  mariners  who  are  engaged   in  the 
old  world.     It  seemed,  however,  that  the  prosperity    whale  fisheries,  did  not  pay  for  the  cigars  which  were 
of  those  portions  of  the  union  which  devoted  them-    imported  into  the  Cniled  States  the  same  year.*     A 

:?Ives  to  com 
cited  dissatisfaction  and  jealousy  among  the  planting 
interests.     An  opinion  began  to  prevail  that,  by  ob- 
taining our  supplies  from  domestic  industry,  the  .Ame- 
rican market  for  foreign  fabrics  would  be  curtailed. 


impost  systems  adopted  by  the  great  European  pow 
ers.  It  found  on  all  sides  an  interdiction,  which  pre- 
vented it  from  selling  in  their  markets  such  produc- 
tions as  it  found  itself  best  able  to  raise. 

With  the  view  of  encouraging  their  own  manufac- 
tures and  industry,  or  to  raise  the  means  of  maintain- 
ing the  vast  expenditure  of  their  governments,  they 
liad  imposed  duties  so  high  upon  importations  as  to 
almost  exclude  us  from  their  markets.  Against  the 
productions  of  this  country,  so  lately  in  the  hands  of 


under  the  sole  regulation  of  British  legislation. 
How  far  this  has  promoted  the  navigating  interest 


policy  which  produces  such  results  can  scarcely  fail 
to  end  in  general  distress  and  national  bankruptcy. 

Our  importers  and  shipping  merchants  also  com- 
plain of  the  disregard  of  their  interests.  The  ves- 
sels of  other  powers  are  supplanting  ours  in  the  trade 
between  this  and  the  South  American  states,  and 
four-fifths  of  the  importations  of  foreign  goods  in  this 
city  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  French  and  British 
agents. 

Had  this  occurred  in  a  competition  where  both 
parties  stood  upon  the  same  footing,  the  same  cause 
of  complaint  would  not  have  existed.  But  such  is 
not  the  case.  Tiie  terms  of  the  contest  are  unequal. 
On  one  side  there  is  freedom,  on  the  other  restric- 
tion. Our  ports  and  markets  are  open  to  other  na- 
tions, while  theirs  are  hermetically  sealed  to  all  ar- 
ticles which  may  come  into  competition  with  any 
branch  of  native  industry.  This  state  of  things  ought 
not  to  be  tolerated  by  any   independent  governn 


of  this  country  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,    least  of  all  by  one  whose  very  existence  grew  out  of 


while  both  governments  exercised  a  joint  control  over 
the  trade,  nine-tenlhs  of  the  commerce  was  carried 
on  in  American  vessels;  and  that  since  the  acts  of 
congress  regulating  the  intercourse  were  repealed, 
in  1830,  by  the  proclamation  of  the  president,  the 
British  navigator  has  so  far  gained  upon  the  Ameri- 
can as  to  divide  Ihe  trade  equally  with  him.*  In 
ereour 


colonial  thraldom,  and  still  obnoxious  to  the  Europe-!  fact,  the  intercourse  between  the  colonial  posses- 
an  prejudice  that  America  was  an  inferior  portion  of  j  sions  of  England  and  the  United  States  is  regulated 
the  globe,  created  and  cultivated  solely  for  their  nse,  [  solely  with  the  view  of  furnishing  employment  to 
these  impost  systems  bore  with  peculiar  force.  The  j  British  tonnage;  and  the  convenience  and  interests  of 
statesmen  of  the  old.  world  could  not  forget  that  until  j  thesegreat  portions  of  the  western  hemisphere,  which 
the  continental  congress  of  1776  had  broken  the  |  would  be  so  much  promoted  by  unrestrained  com- 
thraldoni,  not  a  hobnail  nor  a  yard  of  cloth  could  bo  I  merce,  are  set  aside  and  disregarded,  in  oi-der  to  aug- 
made  in  America  without  the  consent  of  European  ment  the  maritime  strength  of  Great  Britain.  The 
legislation;  and  England,  especially,  remembered  that  trade  with  the  West  Indies  is  coerced,  by  burdening 
her  laws  prohibited  any  manufacturing  in  the  colonics  the  direct  trade  with  heavy  duties,  into  an  indirect 
which  could  interfere  with  her  staples,  or  disturb  a  trade  through  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  in 
policy  that  doomed  the  colonists  to  the  cultivation  of  j  which  the  long  voyage,  or  that  between  those  pro- 


ihe  soil,  with  the  view  of  providing  a  market  for  her 
manufactures. 

It  was  in   the  face  of  this   system — this   general 
enmity — that   the   commercial    and    manufacturing 


nees  and  the'islands,  is  exclusively  confined  to  Bri- 
tish vessels 


successful  opposition  to  the  same  system  of  commer- 
cial monopoly.  Our  interests  as  well  as  our  honor 
require  that  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations 
should  be  placed  upon  terms  of  equality  and  recipro- 
city; that  it  shoulil  not  be  regulated  and  controlled 
solely  by  foreign  legislation.  This  was  the  commer- 
cial freedom  aimi  d  at  by  our  revolutionary  ancestors, 
and  we,  their  chii.lren,  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  with 
less. 

lu  applying  a  remedy,  practical  statesmen  will 
look  at  the  actual  state  of  trade  between  this  coun- 
try and  foreign  natiotis.  For  instance,  in  its  inter- 
course with  England,  a  power  enjoying  one-half  of 
our  whole  foreign  commerce,  it  meets  with  two  in- 
conveniences, rt  suiting  entirely  from  the  commercial 
legislation  of  that  government.  The  first  is  its  co- 
lonial poliry,  by  which  the  carrying  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the  colonies  is  practically  con- 
fined to  British  vessels.  To  these  pretensions  this 
country  should  offer  a  constant  resistance.  All  the 
the  territories  and  islands  owning  a  common  head,  or 


In  like  manner,  the  grain  trade  between  the  wes-   controlled  by  one  government,  other  nations  can  only 


rd  as  one  country  or  empire.  Such  is  the  cha- 
racter of  the  various  states  and  territories  represent- 
ed by  the  federal  government  at  Washington;  and 
such,  too,  we  ought  to  consider  the  various  islands, 


tern  states  and  England  is  monopolized  by  British  na- 
intere'sts  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  built  up;  I  vigation.  The  wheat  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
and  the  policy  adopted  was  that  of  reciprocity.  Wei  business  would  come  do'.vn  the  Erie  canal,  giving 
proclaimed  to  the  world  that  we  sought  free  trade,  |  employment  to  American  millers,  forwarders,  mer-  .        .  _ 

but  to  those  that  refused  it  we  would  extend  retalia- 1  chants  and  mariners,  is  forced,  by  heavy  discriminat- '  provinces,  and  colonies  controlled  by  the  imperial 
tion.  Our  statesmen  seemed  to  have  been  governed  ing  duties  imposed  upon  the  direct  importation,  into  1  government  at  London.  While  we  admit  the  right  of 
by  the  feeling  that  dictated  the  stern  and  stirring  !  the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  build  up  Kingston,!  all  nations  to  designate  the  ports  which  foreign  ves- 
motto  of  old  Massachusetts:  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  to  increase  the  overgrown  i  sels  are  permitted   to  enter,  we  must  also  regard  as 

_  1      J  I  \\     .  ,        ■  .  miriTip  nf  the  mistress  of  the  seas.  unfriendly  the  exercise  ol   that  right  in  a  manner 

E.vsP  pen,  placdam  sub  hbeitatc  qu,e,cm,  I  ma,  me  oHh^  nu^^ress  o^  l^^  J^^^^  ^^^^  .^^^^^^^^         .^,    .=^^„^^^  ^^  ,^<,„^,_  j^,^  '^         „f  ^t,^  ^^^. 

Discriminating  duties  were  imposed  upon  nnporta- ,  ^  J^"« ^^^^^^  nothing  to  a  tonnage  of  half  a  million   rying  trade  to  that  party. 


more  than  intimated  energetic  action.     The  flag  that  1  ■<^i'=n>'S  7"  "."  li,.':""  "  ^ '"'    After  a 
had  so  lately  appeared  among  those  of  independent   duties,  and   vMth  like  success.     Alter  a 


powers  swarmed  in  every  sea,  and  within  the  first 
half  century  of  our  national  existence  we  stand  se- 
cond only  to  Great  Britain  in  the  amount  of  our  com- 
mercial marine.  Yieldingto  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing for  her  West  India  islands  supplies  that  could 
only  be  drawn  from  the  United  Stales,  England  was 
obliged  to  permit  our  vessels  to  trade  with  the  colo- 
nies upon  terms  approaching  to  equality. 

The  exports  of  the  country,  which  in  1791  only 
amounted  to  §,19,000,000,  had  increased  in  1830  to 
$74,000,000,  and  in  1840  to  $133,000,000.  After  the 
modifications  of  the  tariff,  more  particularly  with  re- 
ference to  the  promotion  of  manufactures,  Aoaerican 
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laws  of  England,  regulating  our  intercourse  with 
her  colonies,  would  justify  us  in  confining  the  ad- 
mission of  her  vessels  to  the  ports  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, or  any  other  part  of  the  union,  which  should 
have  the  effect  of  diminishing  her  share  of  the  carry- 
ing trade. 

The   second,  and  indeed  chief  inconvenience,  to 
which  American  commerce  is  subjected  by  her  laws, 


Inipor'a.  Exports. 

n339— Silks      tf-23.033.nj0     Bread-stuffs        $3,545,006 
Ci^jars         1,027,000    Rice  2,460,000 

Whale  oil,  bone 
and  speriUQCeti 
candi«  863,000 
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g-nTV9  rut  of  the  general  principle  perTading  her 
c  .nmerciai  system,  by  v,-iiirh  she  5epU<^  to  secure  thn 
SI  ply  of  lier  own  consufnplicn  toiler  own  subjeci^. 
Her  leveiiue  /aws  all  a'.;D  to  secure  her  home  markei 
to  herself.  The  impoiiation  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  advantageously  produced  by  British  capital,  or 
British  industry,  is  either  prohibited  or  subjected  to 
heavy  duties,  which  operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  British 
producer. 

Practically,  these  laws  exclude  the  agricultural 
productions  of  the  whole  northern  and  western  states 
from  the  British  market,  or  compel  them  to  seek  ad- 
mission under  the  guise  of  colonial  produce,  and  with 
the  view  of  fostering  the  growth  of  her  commercial 
marine. 

Th'g  policy  of  excluding  bread-stuffs  from  the 
British  p^arkct  is  the  more  objectionable,  as  it  was 
adopted  at  a  time  which  would  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  specially  intended  to  operate  against 
the  United  States.  Before  their  separation  from  En- 
gland, the  duty  on  wlieat  imported  into  that  island 
was  merely  nominal.  But,  directly  after  the  forma- 
tion of  the  federal  government,  a  new  policy  was 
adopted  towards  this  country.  The  first  step  was  to 
exclude  American  vessels  from  the  colonial  trade. 
The  second,  to  impose  a  high  duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  bread-stuffs.  This  was  done  in  1791;  and  it 
maybe  safely  asserted  that  the  corn  Laws  of  Eng- 
land, which  form  so  great  an  obstacle  to  free  trade 
between  the  two  cations,  have  originated  as  much 
out  of  jealousy  of  this  country  as  out  of  a  regard  for 
her  landed  interests.  Their  effect  certainly  is  to  pre- 
"vent  tliose  states  which  depend  chiefly  upon  agricul- 
ture from  paying  for  their  importations  in  the  pro- 
ductions which  they  can  most  readily  raise;  and  to 
compel  thern  either  to  devote  their  industry  to  other 
employments  less  suitable  to  their  condition,  or  so  to 
reduce  the  price  of  their  produce  as  to  force  an  ad- 
mission into  the  foreign  market  in  spile  of  the  duty. 
Theoperation  is  injurious  to  the  grain-growing  states; 
and  any  injury  to  so  great  and  important  a  portion  of 
the  union  cannot  be  too  carefully  looked  into,  oor  too 
speedily  redressed. 

The  practical  remedy  adopted  at  an  early  period 
of  our  history  was,  by  discriminating  duties,  to  en- 
courage all  manufactures  esssential  to  our  national 
independence,  and  to  compensate  for  lihe  loss  of  a 
market  abroad  by  promoting  a  variety  of  employ- 
ments in  the  country,  and  thus  creating  a  market  at 
home. 

The  results  of  this  policy  are  manifest  to  all.  In- 
deed, it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  forcible  il- 
lustration of  the  advantages  of  this  policy  than  is  af- 
forded by  the  contrast  bet«-een  those  states  whose 
citizens  liave  adopted  a  variety  of  employments  and 
those  that  have  devoicd  themselves  to  agricultural 
pursuits  during  the  late  convulsions  of  the  commer- 
cial world.  While  the  planting  and  agricuHui'al 
states  have  been  (and  are  still)  in  the  greatest  distress 
from  the  low  price  of  their,  staples,  which  they  are 
obliged  to  sacrifice  to  pay  for  their  foreign  impurta- 
tions,  the  manufacturing  states,  more  independent  of 
supplies  from  abroad,  experienced  but  little  difficulty, 
and  no  actual  distress. 

The  question  now  to  be  decided  by  the  American 
people  is,  whether  this  policy  shall  be  given  up,  and 
the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  this  country  aban- 
doned by  a  government  which  was  established  chiefly 
for  their  protection,  to  the  care  and  guardianship  of 
foreign  legislation. 

The  argument  used  in  favor  of  the  abandonment 
of  this  policy  is,  that  it  conflicts  with  the  principles 
of  free  trade,  jf  these  advocates  of  free  trade  could 
show  that  those  powers  with  whom  we  had  commer- 
cial relations  practised  i^pon  that  theory  in  their  in- 
tercourse with  the  United  Slates,  there  might  he  some 
gromd  for  \nging  upon  this  country  an  a(lherencc  to 
its  maxims.  But  such  is  not  the  fact.  The  great  ma- 
ritime powers  of  the  world  have  surrounded  them- 
selves with  a  commercial  quarantine. 

England  takes  nothing  from  the  United  Slates  that 
she  can  produce  at  home,  and  France  is  equally  care- 
ful to  protect  her  own  subjects  from  American  com- 
petition. Our  trade  now  chiefly  consists  in  purchas- 
ing from  them  freely  all  that  we  require;  and  then 
the  productions  of  our  industry  arc  lurced  o(l  in  all 
markets  to  which  they  are  admitted,  in  order  lo  pro- 
vide the  means  of  discharging  the  ileht  incurred  to 
those  countries.  In  such  a  state  of  commercial  in- 
tcrccurse,  our  conformity  to  the  theory  of  free  trade 
is  but  exposing  our  interests,  without  defence,  to  the 
systematic  assault  of  open  enemies.  It  is  relying 
upon  the  pacific  principle  of  non-rcsjslnnce  as  a  sure 
protection  against  a  world  in  arms.  Under  such  a 
policy  our  citizens  are  influenced  or  cimtrolled  in 
the  direction  of  their  industry,  not  by  the  force  of 
natural  raus'-s,  but  by  legislation,  alien  in  its  charac- 
ter and  hostile  in  ils  views.  So  far  as  the  hope  of  a 
foreign  market  is  to  influence  them  in  the  choice  pf 


employments,  they  are  compelled  to  devote  them- 

5tivc=  lolhe  pr  duction  of  such  articles  as  can  find 
admission  ir  that  market. 

So  far  ?s  liiesft  laws  now  operate  upon  the  United 
Stales,  they  confine  their  citizens  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  even  such  productions  are  received 
only  in  a  raw  or  unmanufactured  state.  Nor  is  this 
the  worst  view  of  the  question.  The  grain-growing 
states,  whose  agricultural  productions  amount  to 
nearly  twice  as  much  as  those  of  the  planting  states, 
are  interdicted  from  sending  any  portion  of  the  re- 
sults of  their  industry  to  pay  for  their  consumption 
of  foreign  goods.  The  consequence  is,  a  forced  and 
unnatural  course  of  trade,  deeply  injurious  to  more 
than  three-fifths  of  the  union,  in  point  of  numbers, 
and  a  much  greater  proportion,  when  wealth  and  re- 
sources are  taken  into  consideration. 

To  compensate  them  for  the  loss  of  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, tlie  revenue  laws  have  co-operated  with  the 
laws  of  political  economy,  in  creating  a  .domestic 
market. 

Our  fellow  citizens  have  been  induced,  by  discri- 
minating duties,  to  adopt  other  employments;  and 
those  who  are  thus  drawn  from  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil  become  consumers  of  the  productions  of  those 
who  remain. 

For  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  since  the 
adoption  of  this  policy,  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity have  become  manufacturers  and  mechanics, 
and  agricultural  produce,  which  before  that  event 
was  too  low  to  compensate  the  farmer,  has  found  a 
market  at  home  at  good  prices. 

iS'or  has  this  advantage  been  counterbalanced  by  a 
corresponding  advance  in  the  imported  articles,  to 
the  manufacture  of  which  our  countrymen  have 
been  induced  to  apply  themselves.  Whether  it  has 
been  owing  to  domestic  competition,  as  asserted  by 
the  friends  of  domestic  industry,  or  to  other  causes, 
as  has  been  maintained  by  their  opponents,  it  is  cer- 
tainly true  that  the  chief  articles,  whose  production 
in  this  country  has  been  encouraged  by  discriminat- 
ing or  protecting  duties,  have  been  lower  in  the  U. 
States  since  the  adoption  of  the  protective  tarifl'. 
For  instance,  cotton  and  woollen  cloths,  bituminous 
coal,  have  all  fallen  considerably  in  price  since  1824; 
and  the  last  article  has  fallen  in  the  face  of  an  ad- 
vance in  England.  Indeed,  it  does  not  require  much 
sagacity  to  foresee  that  the  production  of  an  article 
here  must  operate  against  the  fore^n  manufacturer; 
nor  to  infer  that  if  the  United  States  had  imported 
from  Europe  all  the  articles  that  the  protective  sys- 
tem has  induced  us  to  produce  at  home,  they  would 
have  been  compelled  to  buy  them  at  greatly  enhanc- 
ed prices,  and  thatour'indebtedness  abroad  and  com- 
mercial distress  would  have  been  much  increased. 
In  fact,  it  may  be  advanced  as  an  axiom  in  political 
economy,  that  no  great  and  populous  country  can  be 
dependent  on  foreign  countries  for  either  of  the 
great  articles  of  national  consumption — food,  cloth- 
ing, or  fuel.  They  may  import  a  portion  of  any,  or 
all  of  them;  but  a  reliance  on  foreign  industry  for 
the  greater  part  of  these  chief  necessaries  for  man, 
imposes  a  restraint  on  the  growth  of  the  country, 
w  hioh  must  for  ever  prevent  it  from  taking  rank  in 
tlie  first  class  of  nations.  Since  the  United  States 
have  approximated  to  that  rank,  their  ability  to  sup- 
ply themselves  with  those  articles  has  greatly  in- 
creased under  the  encouragement  and  protection  of 
our  national  policy,  and  they  have  been  thus  enabled 
to  sustain  themselves  in  their  onward  career. 

For  inst.ince,  the  domestic  trade  in  anthracite 
coal  commenced  in  1825,  and  it  has  now  grown  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  one  million  of  tons  annual- 
ly; sufficient , to  employ  double  the  tonnage  employed 
in  t!:e  trade  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain 
in  transporting  it  to  the  United  States;  and  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  that  such  a  demand 
must  have  made  a  serious  impression  on  the  coaj 
market  in  England.-  Ourdcpcndence  on  foreign  ma- 
nufactories for  woollen  and  cotton  cloths,  has  also 
been  diminished.  In  18.10,  just  before  adequate  pro- 
tection was  given  to  the  woollen  manufacture.  Great 
Britain  exported  101,294  pieces  of  woollen  cloths  to 
the  United  Slates,  and  in  1840  this  exportation  had 
fallen  off  to  4G  945  pieces. 

In  the  article  of  cottons,  the  triumph  of  the  .Ame- 
rican manufacturer  is  still  more  complete.  In  1825, 
the  year  when  a  similar  degree  of  protection  was 
given  to  that  branch  of  industry,  so  much  of  the  do- 
mestic consumption  was  supplied  from  abroad  that  the 
importation  of  «hite  cottons  amounted  to  §3,32C,000, 
and  the  printed  cottons  to  <I,7,710,00U.  Since  then 
there  has  been  a  gradual  redui'tion,  and  last  year  the 
importation  of  white  cottons  amounted  to  but"917,l)U0 
dollars,  and  those  printed  to  §:),894.000.  We  have, 
ton,  become  competitors  in  this  arlicle  fiu'lhe  foreign 
market.  Our  exporlalioiisnf  ,-oltc.n  clcllis  of  Ame- 
rican manufailnre,  which  did  nut  lluii  appear  in  our 
list  of  exportations,  now  almost  c(inals  the  importa- 
tion, ^mounting  last  year  to  S3,5oU,UU0. 


Are  we  to  pause  in  this  career.'    Are  we  to  recede 

from  this  posiiion.-  .  Is  the  policy  which  hss  produeetl 
-such  results,  filied  onr  land  with  manufacturing  vil- 
lages and  towns,  and  brought  about  a  stale  of  pros- 
perity and- happiness  rarely  equalled  among  nations, 
to  be  totally  abandoned? 

An  abandonment  of  the  policy  would  bring  the  la- 
bor of  Europe  into  direct  competition  with  our  own, 
and  expose  us  to  all  the  fluctuation  and  occasional 
distress  to  which  the  manufacturing  population  of 
the  Old  World  is  subjected.  The  first  result  would 
be,  to  compel  the  American  operative  to  work  for 
the  same  wages  with  the  underfed  and  overworked 
laborer  of  Europe,  remunerated  for  his  unremitting 
toil  at  a  rate  hardly  sufficient  fur  a  scanty  support, 
and  sustained  in  adverse  seasons  by  a  pauper  allow- 
ance from  the  parish.  Such  is  the  natural  and  ine- 
vitable effect  of  unrestrained  competition.  This  he 
must  do  or  abandon  his  business.  But  to  what  em- 
ployment v^ould  he  resort?  The  same  competition 
and  the  same  fat£  would  attend  him  in  the  shop  of 
the  mechanic;  and  the  mechanics,  as  well  as  the 
manufacturers,  must  expect  to  be  brought  down  to 
the  same  wages  as  those  of  Europe,  or  to  adopt  some 
pursuit  where  they  will  not  be  exposed  to  European 
competition.  If  tliey  devote  themselves  to  agricul- 
ture, it  is  possible  that  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and 
the  low  price  of  land  might  enable  them  to  compete 
with  the  European  cultivator;  but  such  an  increase  of 
agricultural  produce  in  our  market  must  inevitably 
reduce  the  price  at  home,  until  they  shall  be  driven 
back  to  the  workshop  with  depressed  spirits,  and  at 
such  a  rate  of  wages  as  will  enable  the  American 
manufacturers  to  compete  with  the  European. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  lo  say  that  our  aajrieultural 
produce  can  be  sent  to  a  foreign  market.  This  can- 
not taie  place  until  its  price  is  so  low  that  it  becomes 
profitable  to  sell  it  abroad  in  the  face  of  an  onerous 
duty,  intended  to  be  prohibitory.  That  is,  until  the 
American  farmer  is  willing  to  pay  three  or  four  dol- 
lars per  barrel  on  flour  towards  the  support  of  a  fo- 
reign government,  in  order  to  have  the  privilege  of 
selling  it  at  the  current  price. 

The  policy  of  free  trade,  as  advocated  by  these  new 
teachers,  aims  at  a  reduction  of  wages  iti  the  United 
States;  or,  in  other  words,  to  place  the  American  and 
the  European  laborer  upon  the  footing  of  free  com- 
petition. Such  is  the  proposition,  and  no  reasoning 
can  avoid  the  conclusion  that  an  abandonment  of  the 
protective  tariff  would  produce  a  general  reduction 
of  wages  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  unimportant  whether  this  results  from  imme- 
diate compelilion  in  branches  of  manufactures  that 
continue  to  bo  carried  on,  or  from  a  relinquishment 
of  many  now  prosecuted,  and  the  devotion  of  the  la- 
bor and  capital  thus  released  to  the  prosecution  of 
those  which  would  be  still  kept  up,  except  that  the 
latter  mode  would  cause  gieater  confusion  and  dis- 
tress. It  is  undeniable  that  such  a  result  must  follow 
an  abandonment  of  our  long  established  national  poli- 
cy; and  the  immediate  consequence  of  any  great 
prostration  of  our  mechanical  pursuits,  resulting 
from  such  a  change,  would  be  to  render  the  country 
dependent  on  other  nations  for  essential  supplies, 
without  any  diminution  of  price,  except  for  the  short 
period  required  for  the  overtlirow  of  our  own  manu- 
factures. By  this  implicit  adherence  to  the  theory 
of  free  trade  on  our  part,  without  requiring  it  from 
others,  it  is  not  pretended  that  any  reduction  in 
prices  is  to  be  effected  except  by  a  reduction  of 
wages.  A  reduction  in  wages  is  the  ultimate  end  to 
be  accomplished.  This  is  the  great  oliject,  for  the 
athievement  of  which  our  factories  are  to  be  pros- 
trated and  our  workshops  shut  up. 

Are  the  people  of  the  United  States  desirous  of 
such  a  result.'  Upon  the  existing  rate  of  wages  in 
this  country  depends  much  of  the  peculiar  structure 
of  society.  It  is  owing  to  the  higher  compensation 
of  labor  that  the  mass  of  our  laboring  population  are 
enabled  to  educate  themselves,  and  to  maintain  their 
families  in  a  slate  of  comfort  and  happiness  unknown 
to  the  operatives  of  other  nations.  This  makes  theM 
a  free  and  independent  nation — not  merely  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  control,  but  in  their  individual  feel- 
ings and  habils  of  ilunking  and  acting.  To  this  they 
owe  that  stale  of  contenlment  and  tranquillity  which 
has  preserved  the  country  from  domestic  commo- 
tions, rebellions  and  civil  wars — that  conservative 
spirit  and  respect  for  the  law  which  has  proved  a 
more  eflicient  guardian  of  the  public  peace  than 
standing  armies  or  legions  of  military  police.  To  this 
thev  owe  the  enlightened  spirit  which,  in  spite  of  oc- 
casional outbreaks  of  party  feeling,  has  predominated 
in  our  public  councils,  and  guided  us  to  a  position 
among  the  powers  of  the  earth  that  makes  us  alike  an 
object  of  jealousy  and  dread  todespctir  governments, 
and  a  bea(^on  id'  hnpe  to  the  friends  oflilieral  institu- 
tions. Labor  here  is  honorable;  and  the  chief  men 
in  our  republic  are  all  indebted  for  their  rank,  and 
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the  respect  paid  them  by  Ihcir  countrymen,  to  the 

imremitliiig  iii(!(i5try  by  which   their  fortuiies  have 
been  built  up. 

Tl)e  iii^'hor  vale  of  compensation  givert  in  t'ije  U. 
States  to  laboi-,  ii?  the  chieft'auseof  atliacfMn  tolhe 
entel^rising  and  indnslrious  of  older  nations;  and  it 
has  made  this  country  the  asylum  not  merely  of  those 
oppressed  by  political  or  religious  intolerance,  but 
of  that  more  numerous  class,  who,  by  adverse  circum- 
stances and  the  iron  grasp  of  poverty,  are  prevented 
from  obtaining  an  honest  maintenance  in  Iheirnative 
land.  In  truth,  it  is  to  this  very  cause  that  we  owe 
nearly  all  that  distinguishes  us  from  other  countries; 
and  far,  far  distant  be  the  day  which  diminishes  the 
compensation  of  labor,  so  as  to  reduce  the  free  Ame- 
rican laborer  to  the  same  dependent  and  wretched 
condition  in  which  aristocratic  institutitmsand  unjust 
laws  have  placed  the  operatives  of  Europe. 

All  that  is  paid  by  the  properly  of  the  country  for 
the  protection  of  domestic  industry  and  the  reward 
of  American  labor  is  not  a  useless  espenditjjre.  It  is 
a  contribution  for  the  maintenance  of  our  republican 
in^titlltions;  an  expense  incurred  to  increase  the  me- 
chanical and  manufacturing  skill  of  the  country;  a 
tax  paid  for  the  support  and  education  of  tliat  class, 
which,  like  a  broad  foundation,  sustains  the  super- 
structure of  the  state;  and  he  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
friend  of  the  republic  who  advocates  a  policy  that 
will  curtail  the  wages  of  the  free  American  laborer, 
and  bring  him  down  to  a  level  with  the  overworked 
and  degraded  operative  of  the  old  world. 

On  this  point  we  take  issue  with  our  opponents, 
and  we  call  upon  all  Americans  who  are  zealous  for 
the  independence  and  prosperity  of  their  country  to 
aid  us  in  our  efforts;  to  collect  and  circulate  informa- 
tion upon  those  important  subjects,  until  public  opi- 
nion shall  exhibit  itself  in  a  hxed  resolve  to  protect 
and  cherish  American  interests.  Let  the  popular 
will  show  itself  determined  to  promote  those  views, 
which  were  deliberately  adopted  at  the  formation  of 
our  government  by  Washington,  Jefferson,  Hamilton, 
Madison,  and  the  other  patriots,  who  then  met  in  this 
city  to  put  in  operation  the  free  institutions  which 
their  wisilom  had  contrived  and  their  valor  had  es- 
tablished. To  the  people,  and  them  firstly  and  lastly, 
we  appeal  to  carry  out  this  policy,  and  by  their  en- 
lightened and  deliberate  determination  to  vindicate, 
through  their  chi  sen  agents,  their  commercial  inde- 
pendence and  the  rights  of  American  industry  against 
the  insidious  and  hostile  legislation  of  foreign  go- 
vernments. To  promote  domestic  interests,  the  home 
league  was  established,  without  reference  to  former 
parly  distinctions;  and  to  impress  upon  our  public  re- 
presentatives the  propriety  of  guarding  .and  promot- 
ing those  interests  our  efforts  will  be  directed.  The 
occasion  is  propitious  and  the  necessity  urgent,  and 
we  call  upon  ail  who  love  their  own  country  above 
all  others,  who  prefer  domestic  to  foreign  interests, 
to  unite  their  exertions  to  ours,  until  the  concentrat- 
ed efforts  of  the  advocates  and  friends  of  American 
interests  shall  be  crowned  with  complete  success,  and 
a  policy  truly  American  and  national  be  found  to  pre- 
vail in  every  department  of  our  government. 
.70SEPH  BLUNT, 
C.  C.  HAVEN, 
JOHN  TRAVERS, 
WM.  B.  KLVNEY, 
Mw  Ycrk,  1S42.  JAMES  TALLMADGE. 


Illy  quesli 


enced  much  financial  and  commercial  embarrass-  safe  keeping  and  di=.bui*se 
cut.  Bnt  at  no  p.;r::>d  has  it  been  so  suddenly  pre-  '  and  therebx ,  incidcntaliy 
pilatcd  from  an  apporentiy  hif.h  slate  of  prosperity  ;  ourreilcy,  and  equalizing 
to  the  lowest  pr;inl  of  depressirrn,  as  at  the  preseii't  ]  This  is  deemed  th-- rl^- 
lime.  The  committee  v/ill  not  attempt  an  ennmera-  '  meiit-  and  tl 
tion  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  disastrous  Uhall'itbe  done; 
result.  But  they  take  leave  to  say,  that  amongst 
them  an  inflated  and  deranged  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency is  the  most  prominent.  There  may  be  a  differ- 
of  opinion  as  to  how  this  inflation  and  disar- 
rangement have  been  produced.  All,  however,  will 
agree,  that  the  excess  in  trade  and  business  conse- 
quent upon  such  a  stale  of  things  is,  in  some  sort,  in- 
cident to  our  system  of  credit;  a  system  which  is  a 
characteristic  feature  of  our  free  institutions.  In  an 
attempt  to  correct  these  excesses,  the  committee 
would  wish  to  preserve  and  regulate,  but  not  destroy 
the  system  itself  The  efforts  which  have  heretofore 
been  made  to  correct  them,  have  alwovs  encountered 
one  grand  obstacle  in  the  difference  of  opinion  which 
has  prevailed  in  the  community  as  to  the  kind  of  cor- 
rective, and  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  appli- 
ed. This  has  led,  in  some  instances,  to  a  reorgani- 
zation, and  a  hostile  array  of  political  parties;  and  the 
great  question  of  regulating  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try has  formed  the  issue  upon  which,  for  some  years 
past,  the  most  violent  political  battles  have  been 
fought.  Experience  has  shown  that  in  such  contests 
the  business  of  the  country  must  always  be  derang- 
ed. And  the  greater  the  sincerity  with  which  the 
war  is  waged,  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  the  fier- 
cer will  be  the  conflict,  and  the  more  disastrous  the 
consequences,  as  long  as  the  great  matter  in  differ- 
ence remains  unsettled.  There  can  be  no  peace,  no 
prosperity,  until  it  be  Fettled.     Other  questions  upon 


ent  of  the  public  rp.veniie, 
lid  in  furnishing  a  iiDilbrm 
"le  exc.han;:;r-y. 

n  which   remains  is,  how 


Different  modes  have  been  proposed  and  tried. — 
They  are,  first,  a  bank  of  the  United  States:  second- 
ly, the  state  bank  deposite  system:  and,  thtrdly,  the 
sub-treasury. 

The  first,  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  is  at  this 
time  utterly  out  of  the  question.  The  history  of  the 
past  year  shows  that  a  charter  for  such  an  institution 
cannot  be  obtained,  however  desirable  it  may  be 
deemed  by  many;  and  the  state  of  the  times  demon- 
strates that,  if  obtained,  its  stock  could  not  be  taken 
up,  so  as  to  put  it  in  successful  operation. 

The  second,  the  state  bank  deposite  system,  was 
discarded  and  put  down  by  its  most  prominent  friends 
— those  who  were  foremost  in  establishing  it — before 
it  had  received  a  fair  trial,  as  others  of  its  advocates 
believe.  All,  however,  concur  in  saying  that  it  can- 
not be  re-established. 

The  third,  the  sub-treosury,  as  the  committee  be- 
lieve, was  signally  condemned  by  the  people;  and 
congress,  in  accordance  with  the  popular  will,  took 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  repeal  it. 

The  committee  cannot,  therefore,  anticipate  any 
stale  of  things  in  which  either  of  these  discarded  sys- 
tems can  for  a  long  titne,  if  ever,  be  revived.  Years 
may  elapse  before  those  who  have  the  strongest  pre- 
dilections for  eitiier  can  be  gratified;  and  perhaps 
that  time  will  never  arrive.  Be  that  as  it  may,  they 
are  each  of  them,  at  present,  far  enough  beyond  our 


which  political  parlies  divide  arc  comparatively  reach.  Why,  then,  shall  we  vainly  attempt  to  clutch 
harmless.  No  matter  how  violent  the  contest,  the  after  a  thing  which  constantly  eludes  our  grasp? — 
business  of  the  country  is  not  affected  by  it.  Amidst  1  Shall  we  permit  the  country  to  suffer  under  its  pre- 
the  excitement  of  the  public  mind,  the  country  pur-  |  sent  embarrassments  because  we  cannot  bring  to  its 
sues  its  onward  inarch  to  prosperity  .  nd'greatness. —  j  aid  our  favorite  mode  of  relief.'  And  more  especial- 
But  the  instant  the  question  of  currency  ijecomes  the  I  ly  shall  we  permit  this  when  that  mode  cannot  be 
issue,  it  is  felt,  like  an  electric  shock,  from  one  ex-  !  attained?  The  committee  think  not;  and  this  brings 
tremity  of  the  union  to  the  other.  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  a  fiscal  agent 

It  behooves,  then,  every  good  and  patriotic  citizen  I  recommended  by  the  president,  reported  on  by  the 
to  lend  his  aid  in  the  settlement  of  this  question.- I  ^^'^'-e'^y  °f  _^^t__he^y«^5"''J' =^"''  referred  to  them  by 
His  inquiry  should  be,  not   what  ought  to  be  done,   order  of  the  -—-"*<" 
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SENATE  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 

Monhay,  Eebru-vrt  21,  1842. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
report  from  the  treasury  and  so  much  of  the  presi- 
dent's message  as  relates  to  a  fiscal  agent,  delivered 
in  the  following  report,  v/hich  he  read  at  the  clerk's 
t,ible: 

Tl  e  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
"report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  communi- 
f  a'mg  a  plan  of  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  governnient," 
lespectl'ully  report: 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  that  consideration 
which  its  importance  demands,  and  now  present  to 
lh3  senate  some  of  the  views  which  have  bruuj;ht 
them  to  the  conclusion  to  which  they  have  arrived. 

1  h3  committee  do  not  intend  to  go  into  an  elabo- 
rate argument  in  favor  of  such  a  measure.  The  late 
peried  at  which  this  subject  was  referred  to  them, 
and  the  anxiety  of  the  public  mind  for  speedy  action 
on  it,  has  left  them  but  little  time,  amidst  their  other 
pressing  engagements,  to  prepare  an  extended  report. 
They,  thereibrc,  content  themselves  with  reporting  a 
bill  to  establish  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  ac- 
companied by  such  remarks  upon  its  leading  features 
aid  principles  as  seem  to  be  called  for  by  the  occa- 
sion. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  govern- 
ment under  which  we  live,  the  country  has  experi- 


but  what  can  be  done?  He  should  be  prepared  to  sur- 
render his  individual  opinions,  if  necessary,  in  order 
that  some  system  may  be  adopted  which  shall  promi>e 
stability  and  permanency  in  relation  to  this  all-ab- 
sorbing subject.  The  distresses  of  the  country  are 
beyond  much  furtherendurance.  The  people  through- 
out the  extent  of  this  broad  land  cry  aloud  for  relief. 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens  have 
proslr.ited  by  the  calamities  of  the  times  which 
have  overtaken  Ihcm.  They  have  been  suddenly  re- 
duced from  atfluence  to  want.  Their  property, 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  have 
been  ample  to  meet  all  engagements  and  leave  a 
competency  to  themselves  and  families,  has  been 
most  cruelly  sacrificed.  Others,  who  have  survived 
the  fearful  wreck  of  the  hopes  of  thousands,  are  still 
suffering  by  a  disordered  currency,  and  the  unregula- 
ted exchanges  beween  distant  points.  The  one  class 
looks  to  the  settlement  of  this  question  as  a  means  of 
once  more  engaging  in  a  suecessfnl  business;  the  other 
looks  to  it  as  a  means  of  profiUbly  carrying  on  the 
business  in  which  they  are  already  engaged.  All 
look  to  congress  for  that  relief  which  congress  alone 
has  the  power  to  grant. 

By  relief,  it  is  not  meant  that  congress  can  furnish 
means  to  cancel  the  indebtedness  into  which  the  com- 
munity lias  been  plunged;  but,  by  aiding  the  curren- 
cy and  exchanges  of  the  country,  it  may  enable  the 
people,  not  already  in  hopeless  despondency,  to  liqui- 
date their  own  debts.  With  such  aid,  the  productive 
industry  of  the  country  will,  in  due  lime,  wipe  out 
every  trace  of  distress  that  was  left  by  the  desolating 
fury  of  the  storm  which  has  S'.vept  over  the  land;  and 
our  great  object  sliould  now  be,  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  will  protect  us  from  its  ravages  m  future. 

The  ruinous  rates  of  exchange  result  essentially 
from  a  depreciated  paper  circulation.  If  the  curren- 
cy can  be  made  sound  and  uniform,  it  will,  of  itself, 
go  very  far,  and  with  the  faciliiies  which  the  general 
government  can  give,  will  effectually  regulate  the  ex- 
changes. 

The  great  evil  under  which  the  country  now  labors 
is  the  want  of  a  uniform  currency  and  an  equaliza- 
tion of  the  exchanges. 

Can  the  general  government  remedy  this  evil.' — 
This  government  must  have  some  mode  to  collect, 
keep  and  disburse  its  revenue.  This  involves  both 
the  question  of  currency  and  exchange:  1.  A  sound 
currency  to  receive  in  payment  of  public  dues.  2. — 
Exchange  to  transmit  to  distant  points  the  revenues 
of  the  government  in  payment  of  the  public  creditor. 

The  committee  propose,  then,  to  adopt  a  system, 
on  the  part  of  this  goverr.ment,  for  the  collection. 


The  prominent  objections.to  this  plan,  as  indicated 
by  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  senate  on  the  mo- 
tion for  reference,  are,  1.  The  patronage  and  power 
which  it  gives  to  the  executive;  2.  The  purchase  of 
bills  of  exchange;  3.  The  issue  of  treasury  notes  on 
the  credit  of  the  government.  Can  these  objections 
be  obviated  or  removed?  And,  if  they  can,  will  the 
system  be  efficient  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
intended?  The  committee  unhesitatingly  answer  both 
these  questions  in  the  affirmative,  and  proceed  brief- 
ly to  consider  the  objections. 

1.  .is  1o  executive  prt!ronage  and  poxcer. 

The  patronage  under  tliis  system  consists  in  ap- 
pointment to  office  and  the  power  in  the  removal 
from  office.  These  olijections  will  lie,  to  greater 
or  less  extent,  to  any  system  which  can  be  adopt- 
ed. But  the  committee  think,  under  the  modifica- 
tions proposed,  they  will  be  substantially  obvijted. — 
The  president,  with  the  advice  and  cjnsent  of  the 
peniite,  appoints  three  commissioners,  who  form  the 
bi,ord  of  exchequer.  These  commissioners  are  re 
movable  only  wilh  the  concurrence  of  the  senate 
aid  for  physical  inability,  incompetency,  or  neg- 
lect or  violation  of  duty.  They  are,  therefore,  in- 
dependent of  any  improper  executive  influence,  if 
any  should  be  attempted  to  be  exercised  over  them. 
The  number  of  agencies  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
board  of  exchequer;  but  to  be  limited  to  as  few  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  admit,  and  in  no 
case  to  exceed  two  in  any  state  or  territory.  The 
probability  is,  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
slates,  there  wmld  be  no  necessity  for  more  than 
one  agency  to  each,  and  in  many  instances  even  that 
might  Le  d.spcnscd  w.th;-  and  these  agencies  may  bo 
the  sound  specie  paying  banks  of  the  slates,  v/here 
it  would  n. It  be  desirable  fjr  the  agency  to  receive 
deposite-,  or  to  a  c^pt  or  se'l  bills  or  drafts  on  ac- 
count of  the  board  of  exchequer,  which  banks,  act- 
ing as  a^eiit-;,  are  piohibited  to  do.  In  all  these 
ca^es  there  would  be  no  officers  to  be  appointed,  and 
the  selection  of  the  specie  paying  hanks,  as  agents, 
would  be  made  by  the  board  of  exchequer,  who,  it 
has  been  already  shown,  are  independent  of  execu- 
tive influence.  Tiie  only  officers,  then,  to  be  apioint- 
ed,  would  be  at  the  agencies  established,  at  some  of 
the  m  St  important  commercial  points.  These  are 
to  be  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on 
the  rc(  ominmdation  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  and 
ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  appoints,  on  like  recom- 
mendation, such  inferior  officers  of  the  board  as  in 
the  judgment  of  the  board  the  transaction  of  its  busi- 
ness mav  require. 

Any  of  the  officers  of  the  agencies  may  be  remov- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  reconj- 
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mendation  of  the  board,  for  physical  inability,  or  in- 
compclencv.  or  neglect,  or  viojalioij  of  chity;  but  he 
must  state  liis  reasons,  for  the  removal  of  any  princi- 
pal oiTicer  of  any  agency,  in  his  general  annual  report 
of  the  transactions  of  the  exchequer. 

The  whole  extent  of  presidential  patronage,  under 
the  plan  of  the  committee,  is  in  truth  thus  reduced  to 
the  simple  vombiatinn  of  three  commissioners  of  the 
exchequer,  subject  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate;  the  appointment  and  removal  of  all  the  other 
officers  of  the  exchequer,  either  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment or  the  agencies,  being  virtually   vested 


3.  Jls  to  the  issue  of  trenstiry  notes  on  the  credit  of  the  j 


ed  from  treasury  notes,  which  are  issued  on  the  credit 

of  the  government,  not  fur  currency,  but  as  a  means 

From  the  view  taken  of  this  subject  by  the  com-  1  of  horrowing. 

miltce,  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  question  as  I      These  specie  notes  can,  in  no  sense  whatever,  be 

to  how  far  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  on   the  credit  1  obnoxious   to  an   objection    as  bills  rf  credit.     They 

of  the  government,  to  circulate  as  currency,  is  ob- ;  are  not  issued  on  the  credit  of  the  government^ut 

noxious    to   the   constitutional  objections  to  bills  of'  are  issued  on  specie  in  deposite  of  an   equal  amount 

cmlit.  !  for  their  redemption.     They  pass  by  delivery,  from 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  paper  should  ;  hand  to  hand,  as  a   currency,  and   the   possessor  of 

issue  on  the  credit  of  the  government  to  circulate  as  ,  such  a  note  holds  it  as  evidence  of  ownership  of  the 

currency.  amount  of  specie  which   it  represents,  and  to  the 

vernmeni  or  me  uKe.....c=,  uc,„=,   ,    ..o.....   ... ,      There  can  be  but  two  motives  for  the  issue  of  such  1  possession  of  which  he  is  entitled  at  any  moment,  on 

the  board   itselS  made  effectually  independent  of  the    paper.     1.  To  anticipate  the  revenue  to  meet  the  en-  ;  presentation  of  the  note  at  the  agency  where  issued. 


power  of  the  presidebt  by  the  tenure   of  office  now 
proposed. 

From  this  brief  view  of  the  appointing  and  remov- 
ing power,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  executive  patron- 
age, by  reason  of  the  appointment  to  office,  is  very 
little,  and  the  executive  power,  by  reason  of  the  re- 
moval from  office,  is  still  less. 

2.  ."(s  /o  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange-. 

To  this  feature  of  the  plan  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  the  committee  object:  1.  That  it  would  be 
exchanging  the  credit  of  the  government  for  the  re- 
sponsibility of  individuals,  and  consequently  expose 
the  government  to  great  hazard  and  eventual  loss: 
2.  That  it  might  be  used  for  political  purposes,  and 
for  party  favoritism:  3.  That  it  would  lead  to  tieli- 
tious  dealings  in  exchange,  without  any  real  business 
basis. 

The  evils  which  would  flow  from  all  these  sources 
need  not  be  enlarged  upon.  They  w^ill  at  once  strike 
the  mind  of  every  reflecting  man. 

But,  aside  from  these  objections,  there  are  others 
which  would  induce  the  committee  to  reject  this 
power  to  purchase  exchange.  To  exercise  it  dis- 
creetly and  safely,  three  things  are  necessary,  name- 
ly, individual  interest,  individual  sagacity,  and  indi- 
vidual vigilance;  interest,  to  secure  proper  attention; 
sagacity,  to  distinguish  real  from  fictitious  opera- 
tions; vigilance,  to  watch  over  the  transactions  from 
inception  to  maturity  and  payment:  These  qualities, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  be  combined  to 
the  desired  extent  in  a  public  officer,  however  faith- 
ful and  honest  he  may  be.  He  may  intend,  consci- 
cnciouslv,  to  discharge  his  duty;  but  in  business  ope- 
rations of  t'iis  description  he  cannot  discharge  it  as 
an  individual  would  transact  his  own  business.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  dangerous  to  give  this  power, 
without  incorporating  the  interests  of  individuals 
into  the  system  which  is  not  proposed  to  be  done. 

The  committee,  however,  propose  in  another  mode 
to  confer  substantially  the  same  benefits  without 
any  of  the  risks.  This  can  be  accomplished  by  au- 
thorising the  exchequer  aud  its  agencies  to  sell  and 
collect  bills  of  exchange.  In  this  there  is  no  possible 
hazard. 

1.  As  to  selling.  This  may  be  done,  either  by  one 
agency  drawing  a  bill  on  another,  on  payment  of  the 
amount  and  premium  in  specie,  or  by  accepting  the 
bill  payable  at  the  agency  where  drawn,  as  will  best 
comport  with  the  state  of  accounts  between  them, 
andbest  promote  the  interests  of  all  parties.  This 
will  answer  all  the  purposes  of  buying  or  discounting 
bills  of  exchange.  Buying  or  discounting  bills  on 
time  is,  in  other  words,  a  mode  of  anticipating  funds. 
The  legitimate  object  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is  not  to 
antici|)atc,  but  to  remit  funds.  These  funds  may  be 
remitted,  witliout  the  hazard,  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernment, of  the  purchase  of  the  bill,  and  at  the 
same  time  accommodate  equally  well  the  individual 
to  whom  they  belong.  For  example,  if  a  merchant 
ill  New  York  has  funds  in  Cincinnati,  for  which  he 
is  entitled  to  draw  at  sixty  days,  he  may  direct  his 
correspondent  there,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  to  de- 
posilc  the  amount  in  the  agency  at  that  place,  and 
send  him  a  bill  at  sight  on  the  agency  at  New  York, 
where  he  can  receive  the  amount  on  presentation  of 
the  bill.  In  the  mean  time,  if  he  wishes  to  anticipate 
his  funds,  he  can  get  his  note  done  at  one  of  the  local 
hanU^,  whose  business  it  is  to  discount,  and  rely  upon 
the  bill  of  his  correspondent  at  Cincinnati  to  meet  it 
at  maturity. 

2.  As  to  collecting,  the  committee  propose  to  au- 
thorise the  board  of  exchequer  and  its  agencies,  un- 
der regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  board,  to  re- 
ceive and  collect  such  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange  a 
may  be  deposited  with  them  for  that  purpose,  drawn 
on  any  place  where  an  oflice  of  the  exilicqucr  may 
be  established;  but  that  no  advance  or  payment  shall 
be  mnde  on  such  draft  or  bill  until  it  shall  have  been 
actually  enllected,  advice  received  of  such  collec- 
tion, when  the  proceeds  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  per- 
son entilled  to  receive  them,  after  deducting  reason- 
able charges  and  commission. 

The  facilities  alibrded  by  this  system  for  selling 
and  collecting  exchange  will  promote  the  interests 
of  the  whole  country  equally  well  with  the  power  to 
purchase  and  at  the  same  time  save  the  government 
from  the  possibility  of  loss  or  hazard. 


gements  of  the  government.     2.  To  aid  the  curren- ,  Until  that  time,  the  specie  remains  in  the  depository 

'  ....      '  of  the  government,  is  guarded   by  its  authority,  and 

the  holder  of  the  note  has  the  responsibility  of  the  go- 
vernment for  its  safe  custody. 

These  specie  notes,  issued  upon  the  public  rcvenne 
to  the  public  creditor  in  the  disbursements  of  the 
government,  and  upon  the  deposites  of  individuals, 
would  form  a  currency  of  the  most  perfect  charac- 
ter— a  currency  combining  all  the  conveniences  of 
paper  with  the'  value  of  coin.  They  would  every- 
where be  preferred  to  coin.  They  would  be  prefer- 
red by  the  public  creditor,  as  well  as  by  the  whole 
community,  because  every  one  would  know  that  the 
specie  was  resting  in  the  government  depository  for 
their  redemption,  and,  with  it,  the  guaranty  of  the 
government  for  its  safe-keeping. 

The  issue  of  such  a  paper,  equal  only  in  amount 
to  the  specie  held  for  its  redemption,  will  neither  in| 
crease  nor  diminish  the  currency.  Consequently, 
there  will  be  no  power  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  expand  or  contract  (he  currency — a  power 
which  the  committee  think  should  never  be  possessed 
or  exercised  by  the  government.  So  far,  therefore, 
as  its  action  is  concerned,  it  cannot  cause  a  scarcity 
or  abundance  of  money,  and  of  course  cannot  inju- 
riously affect  the  business  of  the  country.  There 
will  be  no  inflation  of  the  currency,  or  any  rise  or 
fall  in  the  prices  of  commodities,  through  its  instru- 
mentality. The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
government  are  so  nearly  equal  that  any  expansion 
or  contraction  will  be  regulated  by  the  business  from 
which  revenue  is  derived,  and  will  only  be  a  healthy 
action  of  the  system. 

Neither  would  the  specie  notes  of  a  low  denomi- 
nation, be  liable  to  tfie  objection  which  is  sometimes 
made  to  the  small  note  circulation  of  the  banks, 
namely,  that  of  driving  specie  out  of  the  country. 
On  the  contrary,  the  specie  would  remain  under  the 
safe  custody  of  the  government  for  their  redemption; 
and  whilst  these  notes  would  form  a  more  acti>c 
and  convenient  circulaling  medium  for  the  people 
than  the  specie  they  represent,  the  specie  would  re- 
main at  rest,  and  not  be  exposed  to  the  casualties  of 
circulation,  by  which  it  is  often  irrecoverably  lost  to 
the  world.  In  this  view  of  the  matter,  the  commit- 
tee see  no  objection  to  an  issue  of  specie  notes  of  a 
denomination  corresponding  to  the  small  note  circu- 
lation of  the  banks.  Being  free  from  all  possible 
risk,  and  in  no  w'ay  obnoxious  to  the  objections 
which  are  made  to  those  notes,  they  would  be  pecu- 
liarly acceptable  and  beneficial  to  that  most  useful 
and  respectable  class,  to  wit:  the  small  dealers  and 
day-laborers  throughout  the  country.  They  would 
feel  that  whilst  government  is  providing  a  currency 
of  undoubted  credit  and  safety  for  the  larger  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  community,  it  is  not  unmindful 
of  those  of  small   means  and  of  more  humble  occu- 


cy  of  the  country  by  this  additik.n  to  the  circulating 
medium. 

As  to  the  first,  the  committee  hold  it  wrong  in  prin- 
ple  for  the  government  to  anticipate  its  revenues  by 
this  means.  Its  tendency  would  be  to  excessive  is- 
sues, and  to  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  levy  adequate  duties  for  revenue.  Either 
result  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  derogatory  to 
our  national  character.  The  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try should  always  be  adequate  to  the  economical 
wants  of  the  government,  and  the  government  should 
never  have  occasion  to  anticipate  its  revenues.  But, 
if  an  emergency  should  h:ippen  when  its  means  are 
not  sufficient  to  meet  its  engagements,  it  may  get 
the  authority  of  congress,  as  has  often  been  done 
before,  to  issue  treasury  notes,  not  as  a  currency, 
but  as  a  means  of  borrowing;  treasury  notes,  bear- 
ing an  interest,  to  be  taken  as  an  investment  by 
capitalists,  and  not  as  a  circulating  medium  for  the 
people. 

As  to  the  second,  the  committee  do  not  perceive 
how  a  currency  issued  on  the  credit  of  the  govern- 
ment can  make  any  permanent  addition  to  the  circu- 
lating medium  beyond  the  business  wants  of  the 
country.  Such  a  currency,  if  it  could  be  put  in  cir- 
culation beyond  those  wants,  would  displace  and  send 
into  retirement  an  equal  amount  of  the  local  curren- 
cy. So  that  the  aggregate  amount  remaining  would 
be  the  same  as  before.  Any  benefit  to  be  derived  by 
this  better  currency  of  the  government,  if  perchance 
a  currency  issued  on  its  credit  should  eventually  be 
better,  would  not  compensate  for  the  violation  of  what 
the  committee  deem  a  great  and  fundamental  princi- 
ple, namely,  that  no  paper  should  issue  on  the  credit 
of  the  government  to  circulate  a*;  currency. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  proposes  to  issue 
^15.000,000  of  treasury  notes,  founded  on  a  specie 
basis  of  $5,000,000.  In  other  words,  to  issue  a  paper 
currency  convertible  into  specie  in  the  rates  of  three 
dollars  of  paper,  to  one  of  specie.  In  ordinary  bank- 
ing operations  this  is  deemed  a  perfectly  safe  ratio. 
In  truth,  the  circulation  of  most  banks  is  not  regu- 
lated by  the  specie  in  their  vaults.  Their  issues  are 
sometimes  in  proportion  to  capital,  and  sometimes  gra- 
duated by  discounts.  The  ratio,  however,  of  three 
to  one  has  always  been  deemed  safe  in  banking  ope- 
rations. But  would  it  be  a  safe  principle  for  the  go- 
vernment to  adopt  in  regard  to  any  paper  it  may  is- 
sue to  circulate  as  curreney.>  The  committee  think 
not.  The  officers  of  the  government  cannot  provide 
for  contingencies  and  emergencies  as  individuals,  or 
as  hanks  controlled  by  individuals,  can  do.  However 
faithful  and  honest  they  may  be,  and  however  consci- 
entiously they  may  int.end  to  discharge  their  duties, 
they  have  not  the  interest  nor  the  means  to  provide 
for  such  occasions. 


Individuals  interested  in,  and  concerned  in,  the  !  P^''""- 
managements  of  banks,  are  always  looking  out  and  I  Under  the  proposed  system,  there  is  to  be  nopow- 
providing  in  advance  for  any  sudden  demand  upon  !  er  of  discount,  m  any  shape  whatever.  That  must 
them  for  specie.  And  with  all  their  interest,  sagaci-  '  be  left  to  the  local  institutions.  To  them  it  more  ap- 
ty,  and  vigilance,  they, are  not  always  able  to  provide  '  propriately  belongs.  Those  institutions  would  feel 
against  a  suspension  of  specie  payments.  Will  the  j  the  salutary  iiinnen."cof  the  operations  of  the  ex- 
officers  of  government  be  any  better  able  to  provide  chequer,  in  the  frequent  settlement  of  balances,  and 
against  it'  There  might  be  a  sudden  and  unexpected  the  consequent  restraint  upon  overissues  and  exces- 
demand  which  would  drain  an  agency  at  once  of  its  I  sive  circulation.  Its  tendency  would  be  to  confine 
specie.  There  might  be  a  systematic  operation  and  their  discounts  to  business  instead  of  accommodation 
binatinn,  from  political  or  other  motives,  to  ae- 1  paper — the  only  safe  rule   in  fact  for  banking  opera- 


ulate  the  notes  of  an  agency,  and  to  present  them 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  for  redemption,  and  for 
the  express  purpose  of  compelling  it  to  siispend  spe- 
cie payments.  The  efiect  would  be  not  only  to  destroy 
the  credit  of  the  government,  but  to  disgrace  it  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world.  The  government  should  not  be  so 
exposed.  Its  credit  should  ahvays  be  beyond  any 
possible  contingency. 

The  committee,  therefore,  propose  that  no  paper 
shall  bo  issued  on  the  credit  of  the  government  to 
circulate  as  currency;  but  that  a  paper  may  he  issued 
for  that  purpose,  bassed  ttpon  specie  on  hand,  dvliar 
for  dnilar,  and  that  the  amount  of  such  paper  in  cir- 
culation shall  not  in  any  case,  nor  under  any  circum- 
slanccs,  exceed  the  amount  of  spoeio  holdcn  for  its 
redemption. 


tions.  Under  such  a  rule,  there  would  be  no  danger 
to  the  community  from  their  contractions  and  expan- 
sions. 

They  would  he  regulated  and  controlled  by  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country,  and  expand  and  contract  with 
it.  Their  circulation  would  be  increased  at  that  sea- 
son of  the  year  when  the  products  of  industry  are 
going  forward  to  market,  and  would  furnish  the 
means  of  getting  it  there;  and  it  would  contract 
.again  when  those  operations  have  been  performed, 
and  the  business  has  been  oonsummatod.  This 
would  be  a  sound  and  healthy  action  of  the  banking 
system,  and  would  be  much  promoted  by  the  practi- 
cal operations  of  the  exchequer. 

Would  this  system  furnish  a  iiiii/'miii  currency?  If 
by  a    uniform   currency  it  is    meant   that  the  general 


The  paper  thus  issued  is  called  specie  notes,  as  be-   government  shall   undertake  to  furnish  an  uinoutit  of 
jng  a  currency  bated  on  specie,  and  eontradistiiiguiih- 1  cuu'ency  adequate  to  the   wants  of  the  whole  ooun- 
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try,  the  committee  answer,  no.  It  neither  has  the 
power  nor  the  ability  to  do  «iO.  No  measure  whirh 
congress  can  adopt,  whctlier  it  be  in  the  shape  of  a 
national  bank  or  olliervvise,  can  siipplj-  an  hntsdred 
millions  or  more  of  currency  to  meet  the  existing;  or 
increasing  wants  of  the  community — wants  increas- 
ing by  the  rapid  increase  of  population  and  llie  con- 
sequent augmentation  of  the  products  of  domestic 
industry.  From  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  to 
the  present  time,  the  slates  have  furnished  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  this  currency,  and  they  will  con- 
tinue to  furnish  it.  Their  right  to  do  so  cannot  be 
superseded  by  any  action  on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
ment. All  that  congress  can  do,  is  to  infuse  into  the 
great  mass  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try a  currency  issued  under  its  authority,  and  of  such 
undoubted  credit,  that,  with  the  local  currency  of 
the  states,  when  restored  to  a  sound  condition,  shall 
together  form  a  uniform  currency  throughout  the 
country. 

The  currency  of  the  local  specie-paying  barks  in 
sound  condition  is  as  good  for  all  practical  purposes, 
■within  tlie  sphere  of  its  circulation,  as  any  currency 
which  this  government  can  issue.  But  such  a  circu- 
lation cannot  extend  beyond  that  sphere,  and  main- 
tain itself  alongside  of  such  a  currency  as  is  propos- 
ed to  be  issued  on  the  part  of  the  government.  The 
experience  and  observation  of  every  one  demon- 
strate that  a  local  currency,  however  sound,  cannot 
have  that  universal  credit  which  would  attach  to  a 
currency  of  the  general  government,  founded  on  a 
specie  basis,  and  carrying  with  it  the  responsibility  of 
the  government  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  specie 
which  it  represents.  Neither  would  a  local  currency, 
though  foimded  on  a  similar  basis,  possess  that  uni- 
versal credit.  And  perhaps  the  most  concise  reason 
which  can  be  given  is,  that  one  is  local  and  the  otiier; 
general.  To  the  genera!  government  the  people  of  i 
the  whole  country  look — to  the  state  government  the 
people  of  the  state  look.  The  credit  of  the  one,  so 
far  as  currency  is  concerned,  is  universal;  the  credit 
of  the  other  is  local. 

The  currency  of  the  New  York  hanks,  and  the  i 
currency  of  the  Kentucky  banks,  when  paying  spe- 
cie, is  as  good  for  all  practical  purposes,  within  their 
respective  spheres  of  circulation,  as  a  government  i 
currency.  The  same  may  be  said  of  any  other  dis- 
tant points.  All  that  is  wanting,  then,  to  make  a  uni- 
form currency  over  the  whole  union,  is  one  of  such 
undoubted  credit,  and  so  universally  known,  tliat  it 
will  be  as  good  in  New  York  as  in  Kentucky,  and  as 
good  in  Maine  as  in  Arkansas;  a  currency  which, 
for  travel  and  remittance,  will  enable  one  to  go  or 
send  from  one  of  these  spheres  of  local  circulation 
to  another.  This  the  proposed  government  currency 
would  do;  and  it  would  require  but  a  moderate 
amount,  compared  with  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
country.  This  amount  would  be  furnished:  I.  By 
the  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues,  in  specie 
notes  in  payment  to  the  public  creditor,  and  which 
would  be  preferred  by  him  to  coin:  2.  By  the  issue 
of  such  notes,  on  the  deposites  of  specie  by  indivi- 
duals, for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  general  circu- 
lation. The  greater  amount  of  these  specie  notes 
would  be  issued  from  the  agencies  at  the  great  com- 
mercial emporiums  of  the  country,  and  would  have 
a  universal  credit  throughout  the  union.  The  receipt 
and  disbursement  of  twenty-live  millions  of  public 
revenue,  annually,  would  keep  up  an  active  circula- 
tion of  an  amount  adequate  to  the  disbursement  of 
so  large  a  sum;  and  which  amount,  with  that  which 
would  be  issued  on  private  deposites,  and  in  connex- 
ion with  the  selling  and  collecting  of  exchange, 
would  be  fully  adequate,  with  a  sound  local  circula- 
tion, to  furnish  a  uniform  currency  throughout  the 
country. 

There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping  a  sufficient 
amount  in  circulation  to  ansv/er  all  the  purposes  for 
■which  they  are  intended.  .Mthougli  two-thiids  or 
three-filths  of  the  revenue  from  customs  is  col- 
lected in  the  city  of  New  York,  still  there  is  but  a 
comparatively  small  portion  of  it  disbursed  there. 
The  large  disbursements  of  the  government  are  made 
in  the  west,  for  Indian  treaties,  Indian  annuities,  for 
the  army,  for  military  roads,  fortifications  and  forts, 
for  the  improvement  of  lakes,  harbors,  and  the 
channels  of  rivers,  for  the  great  variety  of  expenses 
for  public  buildings,  internal  improvements,  and  the 
civil  administration  of  the  territories,  with  thou- 
sands of  other  disbursements  which  cannot  be  enu- 
merated. All  these  would  undoubtedly-  be  paid  in 
the  specie  notes  of  the  exchequer.  Aud,  although 
they  are  receivable  for  public  dues,  and  the  natural 
tendency  would  be  to  follow  the  course  of  trade  to 
the  Atlantic  cities,  still  there  would  be  counteracting 
causes  to  retain  them  there. 

A  large  amount  would  be  retained  for  land- office 
money;  and  the  smaller  denominations,  having  en- 
tered into  circulation  amongst  the  people,  would  be 
retained  in  circulation  by  the  reason  of    its  conve- 


nience and  undoubted  credit;  and  even  the  amount 
which  should  find  lis  way  to  the  Atlantic  cities  in 
payment  of  public  dues,  would  at  once  be  thrown 
back  upon  the  west,  in  payment  of  the  public  credi- 
tors. The  west  would  also  recieve  a  very  large 
amount  of  this  circulation  fron"!  the  emigrants  of 
New  England,  New  York,  Virginia,  and  other  At- 
lantic stales,  as  well  as  from  the  vast  influx  of  fo- 
reigners from  the  continent  of  Kurope.  All  would 
deposite  their  specie  in  the  Atlantic  agencies,  and 
take,  in  lieu  of  it,  the  specie  notes  of  the  exchequer. 
On  their  arrival  in  the  west,  they  would  pay  them 
into  the  land  offices,  instead  of  being  subjected  to 
the  expense  and  risk  of  carrying  specie,  or  any  lo- 
cal currency  on  which  they  might  be  compelled  to 
pay  a  large  discount  to  procure  specie.  They  would 
also  use  these  specie  notes  in  all  their  disbursements 
for  the  purchase  of  stock  and  for  the  improvement 
ol'  their  farms.  Again,  the  eastern  merchants  would 
send  these  specie  notes  to  pay  their  purchases  of  the 
products  of  the  west.  It  seems  to  the  comniiltee 
that  the  west  would  have  an  abundant  share  of  this 
government  currency,  and,  in  connexion  with  the 
benefits  which  it  would  derive  from  exchanges,  that 
its  interests  would  be  peculiarly  promoted  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  system. 

This  paper  circulation,  based  upon  specie,  dollar 
for  dollar,  will  not  add  to  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country.  The  committee  have  heretofore  shown 
that  it  ought  not  to  add  to  it.  But  it  has  many  ad- 
vantages over  specie:  amongst  those  advantages  are 
the  following; 

1.  It  will  be  the  means  of  drawing  forth  from  its 
hiding  places  specie  that  has  been  hoarded,  to  the 
estimated  amount  of  several  millions;  and  which,  in 
its  present  condition,  is  of  no  use  to  its  possessor  nor 
to  the  country.  The  lack  of  confidence  in  indivi- 
duals and  banks  as  safe  depositories;  which  caused 
this  retirement  of  specie,  will  yield  at  once  to  the 
unbounded  confidence  inspired  by  the  exchequer, 
where  specie  notes  are  issued  on  a  deposite  of  specie, 
and  the  safe  custody  of  the  deposite  is  guarantied  by 
the  government  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes. 

2.  In  the  ratio  of  the  increased  velocity  and  eco- 
nomy which  paper  afibrds  over  specie,  and  to  which 
may  be  added  the  high  credit  of  this  paper,  it  will 
impart  a  great  activily,  and  consequently  effective- 
ness to  the  circulating  medium. 

3.  The  local  banks  may  be  induced,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, to  substitute  this  paper  for  their  own. 

4.  It  will  prevent  the  depreciation  of  specie,  by 
abrasion,  whilst  in  circulation. 

5.  It  will  prevent  its  total  loss  to  the  country  and 
to  the  world  by  shipwreck  and  other  casualties. 

6.  It  will  afford  the  most  convenient,  safe  and 
valuable  currency  for  travel. 

7.  It  will  be  the  best  and  safest  remittance  by  mail, 
from  one  end  of  the  union  to  the  other,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  newspapers  and  periodicals,  and  other  things 
requiring  small  sums,  without  the  possibility  of  loss 
by  depreciation  to  those  who  receive  it. 

8.  it  will  tend  to  regulale  the  banks,  and,  by  a 
frequent  settling  of  balances,  to  bring  them  up  to  a 
sound  circulation. 

9.  It  will  do  much  towards  regulating  exchanges, 
by  means  of  its  favorable  action  on  the  local  cur- 
rency. 

In  the  view  which  the  committee  have  thus  far 
taken  of  the  plan  of  a  fiscal  agent  submitted  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  they  have  suggested  cer- 
tain important  modilications;  and  in  order  to  give  the 
senate  a  more  concise  and  connected  view  of  the 
system,  as  they  propose  to  modify  it,  they  submit  the 
following 

PLAN. 

I.  A  board  to  be  established  in  the  treasury  depart- 

ment at  the  scat  of  government,  to  be  call- 
ed the  exchequer  of  the'United  States.  The 
board  to  be  composed  of  three  commissioners, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  president,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate,  and  to  be  re- 
moved from  office  only  with  the  like  concur- 
rence of  the  senate,  and  for  physical  inability, 
incompetency,  neglect  or  violation  of  duty. — 
The  president  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the 
particular  reasons  of  the  proposed  removal. — 
For  like  causes  the  president  may  suspend  a 
commissioner  and  appoint  a  temporary  substi- 
tute, and  within  the  first  week  of  the  senate 
lay  before  that  body  the  reasons  of  such  sus- 
pension, and,  if  the  senate  concur,  the  com- 
missioner to  be  removed,  if  not,  to  be  restored. 

II.  The  board  of  exchequer  to  establish  agencies,  as 

it  may  deenr  necessary  and  expedient  for  the 
public  service,  limiting  the  number  to  as  few  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  admit,  and  in 
no  case  to  exceed  two  in  any  state  or  territory. 

III.  The  secretary  of  the  tieasury  to  appoint  the  in- 

ferior officers  of  the  board,  and  also  the  officers 
of  the  agencies,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 


board,  and  to  remove  them  for  physical  inabili- 
ty, incompetency,  neglect  or  violation  of  duty, 
on  like  recommendation. 

IV.  The  exchequer  and  its  officers  to  be  the  general 

agents  of  the  government  for  receiving,  safe- 
keeping and  disbursing  the  public   moneys. 

The  public  moneys  from  all  sources  received 
to  be  paid  into  the  exchequer  and  its  agencies. 

V.  The  exchequer  and   agencies  to  receive  on    de- 

posite gold  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  and  to  is- 
sue specie  notes  for  the  same,  fo  be  redeemed 
at  the  agency  where  issued.  Said  notes  to  be 
prepared  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  sign- 
ed by  the  treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the 
president  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  and  made 
payable  to  the  order  of  the  principal  agent,  and 
endorsed  by  him  when  issued  at  such  agency. 

VI.  The  exchequer  and  agencies,  on  the  deposite  of 

gold  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  to  draw  and  ac- 
cept bills  of  exchange,  and  to  receive  a  pre- 
mium not  exceeding  two  per  centum.  Also, 
to  collect  drafts  or  bills,  but  to  make  no  ad- 
vance or  payment  till  advised  of  the  collection, 
and  to  charge  a  reasonable  commission  for  col- 
lection and  exchange. 

VII.  All  specie  notes  issued,  either  in  payment  of  the 

public  creditor,  or  on  the  deposites  of  indivi- 
duals, never  to  exceed  the  actual  amount  of 
specie  on  hand  for  their  redemption,  dollar  for 
dollar. 

VIII.  Dues  to  the  United  States  to  be  paid  in  gold  or 
silver  coin,  in  specie  notes,  or  in  the  notes  of 
banks  immediately  convertible  into  specie  at 
the  place  where  received.  The  exchequer  and 
agencies  to  settle  weekly,  or  often'er,  the  ba- 
lances with  the  banks. 

IX.  The  exchequer  and  agencies  to  keep  separate  and 

distinct  sets  of  books;  to  enter  and  record  in  one 
set  all  transactions  respecting  the  collection, 
keeping,  and  disbursing  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  transmitting  the  public  money  from  place  to 
place,  for  the  service  of  the  government;  and  in 
another,  all  transactions  and  accounts  arising 
from  the  operations  in  exchange  and  other 
transactions  not  on  government  account, 

X.  The  exchequer  may  appoint  as  agent  any  specie 

paying  bank;  but  such  bank  is  not  authorised  to 
receive  private  deposites,  or  to  accept  or  sell 
bills  or  drafts,  on  account  of  the  exchequer. 

XI.  The  exchequer  and   agencies  to  act  as  commis-  ■ 

sioners  of  loans  and  pension  agents,  and  gene- 
rally 10  render  all  facilities  in  transferring  and 
disbursing  the  public  funds.  Full  and  exact 
accounts  of  the  board  and  agencies  to  be  fur- 
nished to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  he 
to  report  to  congress.  Necessary  rooms  and 
vaults  to  be  provided.  Sureties  to  be  taken, 
penalties  prescribed,  and  strict  examinations 
made. 
The  details  of  the  above  plan  are  fully  carried  out 
in  the  bill  which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  committee,  then,  propose  a  system  free  from 
all  risk,  and  of  perfect  safety;  a  system  in  which 
there  is  not  the  possibility  of  hazard  to  the  commu- 
nity, and  none  to  the  government  except  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  public  money.  This  is  a  risk  which  must 
always  be  incurred  on  the  part  of  the  government. 
It  is'  inseparable  from  any  system  which  can  be  pro- 
posed or  adopted.  If  it  be  supposed,  as  it  has  been 
by  many,  that  the  public  money  would  be  safer  in  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  or  under  llie  state  bank 
deposite  system,  the  committee  have  already  shown 
that  both  those  modes  of  keeping  it  are  utterly  out  of 
the  question.  They  therefore  adopt,  at  the  principal 
agencies,  the  only  one  left,  namely,  the  custody  of 
individuals  appointed  for  the  express  purpose  by  the 
government,  with  as  ample  sureties  and  under  such 
penalties  as  the  law  is  capable  of  providing. 

This  system  is  designed  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues, 
and,  through  its  operations,  to  furnish  a  uniform  cur- 
rency and  to  equalize  exchanges. 

The  committee  have  already  shown  in  what  way 
it  would  furnish  a  uniform  currency;  and  they  have 
no  doubt  that  the  specie  notes  which  would  be  put  in 
circulation  by  it,  would  in  amount  exceed  the  circu- 
lation of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
average  circulation  of  that  institution  during  the  ex- 
istence of  its  charter  was  about  ^11},UUU,0UU,  and  its 
average  amount  of  specie  on  hand  short  of  (),UUU,UOO 
dollars.  In  some  years  its  specie  equalled,  in  others, 
exceeded  its  circulation.  And  but  for  its  expansions, 
commencing  in  18^9,  and  continued  to  the  expiration 
of  its  charter,  its  average  circulation  v/ould  not  have 
much  exceeded  its  average  specie  on  hand.  It  can- 
not be  doubted,  then,  that  the  circulation  of  the  ex- 
chequer will  equal,  if  not  exceed,  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  And  if  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  furnished  a  uniform  currency,  then  the  exche- 
quer will  be  capable  of  doinj  the  same;  and  that,  too. 
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wi''i^-'t  TV  n'k  to  the  romm'.mity,  or  hazard  to  the 
• .-.  ;■;  .1!'  ;!.V-  i:over:iment. 

•jr.^-,  •■.  ..e  '  a'-coi]i.jlishc.i,  wil  do  m.'ii'h  tawarijs 
eqiiuiizi!;"^  eicclnnjes.  The  ruinous  rates  of  ex- 
changes hctvreen  remote  seclioiis  of  the  country  re- 
sull,  essentially,  from  the  depreciation  of  the  local 
currency. 

If  the  pnper  circulation  of  New  York  and  New 
Orleans  were  both  of  the  value  of  specie,  and  the 
balance  of  trade  between  the  two  places,  by  reason 
of  the  interchange  of  commodilics,  were  merely  no- 
minal, exchange  between  those  distant  points  would 
be  at  par.  But  if  the  balance  of  trade  were  in  favor 
of  New  York,  then  a  bill  drawn  at  New  Orleans  on 
N.  York  would  command  a  premium  equal  to  freight, 
insurance,  interest  and  other  necessary  charges  for 
remittiug  specie.  But  whilst  the  paper  circulation 
of  New  York,  by  reason  of  its  converlibility,  is  of 
the  value  of  specie,  and  that  of  New  Orleans  is  de- 
preciatc<l  because  of  the  suspension  of  its  banks,  a 
bill  drawn  at  the  latter  place  on  the  former,  and 
paid  for  in  depreciated  paper,  would  command  a 
premium  equal  to  the  cost  and  charges  of  remitting 
specie,  added  to  the  amount  of  the  depreciation  of 
the  local  paper  below  the  value  of  specie.  The  re- 
verse would  the  case,  under  these  circumstances, 
with  a  bill  drawn  in  New  York  on  New  Orleans.^ 
No  regular  business,  witnout  great  sacrifice,  can  sus- 
tain itself  under  such  a  ruinous  rate  of  exchange. — 
The  uniform  currency  which  will  be  furnished  by 
the  operations  of  the  exchequer  will  do  much  to- 
wards.curing  this  great  evil. 

But  there  is  another  feature  in  this  system  by  which 
the  exchanges  will  be  perfectly  accommodated;  which 
is,  the  power  to  sell  and  collect  exchange.  The 
committee  have  heretofore  adverted  to  this:  and,  on 
this  V.  hole  subject,  have  consulted  some  of  the  ablest, 
most  practical,  and  experienced  men;  and  their  own 
views  are  fully  confirmed  by  the  information  derived 
from  such  high  sources.  They  cannot,  in  any  way, 
so  well  illustrate  this  branch  of  it,  and  its  beneficial 
effects  on  the  sound  local  banlt-s,  together  with  other 
advantages,  as  by  briefly  embodying  the  following 
views  which  have  thus  been  communicated  to  them. 

A  hill  drawn  by  one  agency  on  another,  in  any  re- 
mote part  of  the  United  States,  will  be  as  good  as 
specie  within  the  commercial  sphere  of  the  emporium 
where  the  agency  is  located  at  which  payment  is  to 
be  made,  and  may  generally  be  negotiated  above  par 
by  any  holder  within  that  sphere,  and  at  a  rate  in 
some  measure  proportioned  to  his  disiance  from  its 
commercial  centre.  If,  for  instance,  a  merchant  in 
Cinciimali  wishes  to  remit  money  to  a  manufacturer 
in  C'iniicclicut,  a  bill  drawn  by  the  agency  in  Cin- 
cinnati, where  the  deposite  is  made,  on  the  agency  in 
New  York,  would  be  worth  a  half  percent,  more  than 
specie  to  the  payee. 

Exchanges  through  the  agencies  will  meet  all  the 
exigencies  of  the  markets.  It  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens that  New  Orleans  is  indebted  to  Ohio  lor  agri- 
cultural products;  Ohio  to  New  York  for  manulac- 
fured  goods,  domestic  or  imported;  and  New  York  to 
New  Orleans  for  cotton.  Every  well-formed  mer- 
chant in  those  several  sections  will  be  advised  of  the 
state  of  the  markets.  A  New  Orleans  merchant 
wishes  to  remit  to  Ohio.  He  depositus  his  specie  in 
the  agency  at  New  Orleans,  and  gets  the  same  office 
to  accept  his  own  bill  of  exchange  for  |J1,UI)U,  paya- 
ble 10  the  order  of  his  Ohio  correspondent,  and  trans- 
mits it  accordingly.  This  will  he  above  par  in  the 
Ohio  market,  because  it  is  a  good  remittance  for  New 
York,  where  bills  on  New  Orleans  command  a  pre- 
mium. It  is  bought  by  an  Ohio  merchant,  who  re- 
mits it  to  New  York  in  payment  for  goods;  and  from 
New  York  it  is  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  pay  for  cot- 
ton. Upon  its  arrival  it  is  presented  to  the  agency 
where  it  was  accepted,  and  the  specie  is  ready  lor  its 
redemption.  The  holder,  however,  not  willing  to  he 
burdened  with  the  specie,  will  g>'iKially  prclir  the 
specie  notes  of  the  agency.  Thus  this  >;  1,1)110  in  spe- 
cie, after  paying  a  small  premium  at  tin;  ajjency,  will 
have  paid  more  than  it.  amount  <n  two  remote  mar- 
kets; sent  a  sale  and  convenient  cuncncy  of  .ijl,U(lU 
into  the  ch  innels  of  commerce,  and  is  atill  at  rust  sus- 
taining this  amount  of  circulation. 

The  use  of  bills  of  exchange  will  not  be  superced- 
ed by  the  specie  notes  of  the  c\cheiiuer.  'J'he  for- 
mer have  always  been  preferred,  and  were  extensive- 
ly used  under  the  two  national  banks,  when  their  pa- 
!>cr,  in  sound  credit,  had  every  advantage  which  this 
will  p')sscss  of  being  made  such  a  substitute.  This 
proof  Iroin  experience  is  conclusive.  One  ground  if 
preference  which  has  always  been  appreciated  here 
and  III  lOuiope,  is,  that  bills  of  exchange  arc  more 
safe  than  hank  notes,  as  Ihcy  oH'er  no  teniplalion  to 
Dbbcry  or  enihezzlomcnl;  and  as  several  may  be 
s_-nt  1)1  the  same  tenor  and  date  by  dillerent  convey- 
ances, (in  which  case  no  loss  will  be  sustained  if  any 
one  arrives  in  safety),  the  risk  may  easily  he  reduced 
filiuosl  to  an  impossibility.     Tl"-'  pcrfcit  character  of 


'he-ip  bills  of  e^xchant^e.  from  Ihftr  undoubted  credit, 
'vill  reiK-ra'ly  give  them  a  preference  over  others, 
i'hcy  will  never  be  protested  for  the  want  of  funds 
"at  any  office  v/here  they  are  payable.  No  embarrass- 
ment can  result  from  the  necessity  of  transmitting 
specie  from  office  to  office.  The  occasions  are  very 
rare  (and  if  this  system  were  in  operation  they  would 
be  still  more  rare)  in  which  specie  needs  to  be  re- 
moved: as,  for  almost  every  purpose,  good  paper  is 
preferred.  The  paper  of  one  office  would  generally 
be  as  good  as  specie  in  most  others.  If  a  deposite 
were  made  in  New  York  to  meet  a  draft  on  the  office 
in  New  Orleans,  this  latter  office  would  prefer  the 
New  York  paper  to  coin  in  the  common  state  of  ex- 
changes. Wtien  the  system  has  been  some  time  in 
operation,  specie  will  have  found  its  proper  places  of 
repose,  and  movements  of  it  would  seldom  be  requir- 
ed. Should  an  apprehension  be  entertained  that  the 
retirement  of  specie  into  the  agencies  would  embar- 
rass the  banks,  it  will  be  dissipated  by  a  li,ttle  reflec- 
tion upon  the  operations  already  described.  Those 
olliccrs  are  bound  to  deliver,  at  the  time  of  deposite, 
an  amount  in  paper  equal  to  the  amount  received  in 
specie.  That  paper  will  take  the  place  of  the  specie 
which  it  represents,  and  the  same  portion  of  it  will 
be  deposited  by  merchants  and  others  who  keep  their 
accounts  in  banking  institutions  as  of  the  specie  for 
which  it  is  a  substitute.  As  it  will  be  a  light  and 
convenient  circulation,  it  will  mingle  more  with  the 
paper  of  banks  of  sound  credit  in  commercial  opera- 
tions, and  consequently  be  more  frequently  used  in 
making  payments  upon  discounted  notes  and  other 
indebtedness  to  moneyed  institutions,  than  specie 
now  is.  When  possessed  l)y  a  bank,  it  has  all  the 
value  of  specie.  If  means  are  vvanted  for  a  deposite 
in  an  agency,  this  paper  will  he  received  of  a  bank 
lor  that  purpose  as  readily  as  specie.  Should  gold 
and  silver  be  wanted  for  exportation,  or  any  other 
extraordinary  demand,  the  bank  which  possesses  this 
paper  has  the  certain  means  of  converting  it  at  plea- 
sure into  the  article  required.  Every  bill  of  exchange 
payable  at  these  offices  will,  at  its  maturity,  restore 
to  circulation,  either  in  specie  or  this  sound  paper, 
the  amount  deposited  for  its  procurement.  Indeed, 
it  is  difficult  to  foster  a  doubt  that,  in  regard  to  the 
means  of  redeeming  their  own  emissions,  the  banks 
will  possess  more  ample  resources  than  at  present. 
It  is  true  that  the  channels  of  commerce  will  be  par- 
tially filled  with  a  medium  of  sound  and  imperisha- 
ble credit,  which  will  stand  the  shock  of  every  possi- 
ble vicissitude  except  the  subversion  of  the  govern- 
ment. But  this  will  promote  the  strength  of  the 
banking  institutions  no  less  than  the  stability  of  the 
currency.  From  the  establishment  of  a  national  cor- 
poration with  a  large  specie  capital,  the  banks  were 
apprehensive  of  sustaining  injury  by  the  great  and 
sudden  withdrawment  of  the  precious  niflals  from 
their  possession.  But  the  agencies  can  produce  no 
such  embarrassment;  for  their  progress  will  be  too 
gradual  to  cause  any  convulsion,  and  the  immediate 
restoration  to  the  market  of  a  medium  of  equal 
amount  and  value  with  that  which  iswithdra\vn  will 
enable  those  institutions  at  any  time  to  command  the 
specie  which  they  require.  As  a  just  price  is  to  be 
paid  for  exchanges,  it  is  believed  that  all  the  expen- 
ses of  conducting  the  business  of  the  exchequer  and 
its  agencies  will  be  defrayed  from  that  source,  and 
probably  a  much  larger  sum  may  be  realized.  The 
losses  of  the  currency  by  fire,  shipwreck  and  other 
casualties,  as  shown  in  the  experience  of  banks, 
would  not  be  an  inconsiderable  item  of  gain.  A  small 
premium,  say  a  half  or  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  might 
reasonably  be  exacted  of  depositors,  if  hereafter 
deemed  necessary,  upon  notes  issued  in  exchange  for 
specie.  While  this  system  will  furnish  the  desired 
means  for  the  collecting,  safe-keeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  and  all  the  requisite  t'a- 
cilities  for  exchanges  between  different  sections  of 
the  country,  as  vfeU  as  create  a  sound  and  convenient 
currency,  it  is  exempt  from  the  objectionable  fea- 
tures of  other  modes  of  effecting,  in  part  or  in  whole, 
the  same  objects  heretofore  presented  for  consider;>- 
tion.  It  authorises  no  banks  or  other  corporations, 
no  discounts,  no  lending  on  credit  in  any  form  what- 
ever, no  expansion  of  the  currency  by  public  drafts 
or  otherwise,  no  paper  money  resiiiig  on  the  credit 
of  the  government  and  depending  on  accruing  reve- 
nues for  redem|ition.  It  confers  no  extent  of  execu- 
tive jiatronage  or  influence.  Noofliccrcan  be  either 
app  dnted  or  removed  by  the  president  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  senate,  and  only  for  certain  sjie- 
cified  causes.  It  confers  no  dis-retionary  powers  hy 
which  partialities  may  be  indulged  in  behalf  of  a  per- 
sonal or  political  favorite.  Whoever  presents  his 
specie  notes  or  bills  of  exchange  at  maturity  is  enti- 
tled to  his  specie,  and  whoever  presents  his  specie  is 
entitled  to  the  paper  which  he  selects.  The  rights 
of  every  applicant  are  defined  hy  law,  and  his  trans- 
iclions  at  the  agency  are  of  the  simplest  character. 
The  laws  of  trade,  and  not  any  superintending  board 


or  public  agent,  deride  the  amount  of  deposites,  bills 
of  exchange,  antl  paper  currencv.  The  wants  and 
means  of  individuals  composing  the  community  will 
best  regulate  the  proportions  of  paper  and  specie,  in 
the  absence  of  all  artificial  restraint  and  supervision 
of  the  government.  Another  important  consideration 
which  the.  committee  »(3ijld  add  to  these  views  is, 
that  whilst  the  operations  of  the  exchequer  would 
tend  to  promote  the  real  interests  of  ihe  sound  banks, 
it  would,  at  the  same  time,  tend  to  drive  into  liqui- 
dation the  unsound  ones.  Banking  capital,  which 
has  so  enormously  increased  within  a  few  years  past, 
would  be  reduced.  There  would,  eventually,  only 
enough  remain  to  answer  the  commercidl  and  other 
business  wants  of  the  country.  The  large  surplus  of 
capital  which  souihl  investment  in  banks  for  the  ex- 
orbitant profitsoftho.se  inslitiiticns,  under  an  inflated 
and  unnatural  state  of  the  currencv.  would  retire,  and 
perform  the  more  legitimate  office  of  permanent 
loans,  on  bond  and  mortgage,  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest of  the  community.  One  great  evil  which  the 
country  has  experienced  has  been  from  the  withdraw- 
al of  capital  from  the  farming  interest  to  invesl  it  in 
banking  operations.  That  interest,  from  the  very 
nature  of  their  business,  ought  not  to  be  driven  to 
bank  accommodations.  They  should  be  able  to  com- 
mand permanent  instead  of  temporary  loans.  Any 
system,  therefore,  which  should  aid  the  retirement 
of  the  surplus  banking  capital  would  greatly  benefit 
the  substantial  producing  classes  of  the  country. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
exchequer  will  furnish  a  luiiform  currency  and  ef- 
fectually equalize  exchanges.  It  has  no  discount- 
ing power,  like  that  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States:  a  power  which  was  the  principal  source  of 
all  the  difficulties  and  of  the  subsequent  disasters  of 
that  institution.  In  order  to  make  dividends,  it  was 
necessary  to  employ  its  enormous  capital  in  Ihe  shape 
of  discounts.  '  The  great  portion  of  those  discounts 
was  not  based  upon  legitimate  business  paper.  They 
were  long  loans,  stock  loans,  accommodation  loans, 
permanent  loans.  And  one  reason  for  this  was,  that, 
within  the  sphere  of  the  operations  of  the  bank, 
there  was  not  enou'^h  of  legitimate  business  paper  to 
employ  its  capital.  There  was,  therefore,  a  kind  of 
necessity  of  emploving  it  otherwise;  and  that  appa- 
rent necessity,  in  the  otherwise  disastrous  state  of 
the  times,  has  led  to  its  final  overthrow. 

The  exchequer  will  possess  all  the  benefits  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  without  its  attendant 
evils.  It  is  powerful  to  5o  good,  but  powerless  to 
do  harm.  The  immediate  effect  of  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  will  be,  once  more  to  restore  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country.  That  confidence  is  every- 
where impaired.  It  is  impaired  in  individuals;  it  is 
impaired  in  banks;  it  is  impaireil  in  our  state  go- 
vernments, and  even  sluiken  in  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  people  require  some  action  on  the  part 
of  congress  which  shall  restore  it.  That  can  only 
be  done  by  the  adoption  of  a  system  like  the  one 
proposed:  a  system  which,  in  its  leadini;  features,  is 
pcrl'ectly  unassaiUible.  It  will  lay  the  founda'ion  of 
public  confidence  so  broad  and  so  deep  that  it  cannot 
be  shaken.  That  confidence,  once  restored,  will  ex- 
tend itself  throughout  the  country,  and  peace  and 
plenty  will  follow  in  its  train. 

But,  if  any  suppose  this  system  will  not  accom- 
plish all  that  its  friends  anticipate,  it  will  certainly 
accomplish  much;  and  inasmuch  as  we  can  do  no- 
thing else,  and  we  know  there  is  no  possible  danger 
in  it,  why  should  we  hesitate  to  try  it.'  Wo  shall  at 
all  events  have  established  one  great  and  fundamen- 
tal principle — a  principle  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
this  currency  qiicstion,  namely,  that  it  is  the  right 
and  duty  of  this  government,  in  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  to 
aid  in  furnishing  a  uniform  currency  and  equalizing 
the  exchanges  of  the  country;  and  if,  in  the  .judg- 
ment of  any,  the  measure  docs  not  go  far  enough,  we 
shall  have  a  stork  on  which  we  can  engraft  hereafter 
such  further  provisions  as  shall  come  within  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress — within  the  great 
principles  which  have  been  laid  down — and  such  as 
shall  be  deemed  expedient  and  justified  by  public 
sentiment. 

The  system  can  bo  tried  without  risk,  and  duringa 
period  when  there  can  be  no  hope  of  adopting  ano- 
ther favorite  measure.  If,  on  trial,  it  shall  be  found 
to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended,  then 
the  necessity  of  a  national  bank  will  be  superceded, 
and  its  friends  will  have  no  reason  nor  desire  to 
virge  it.  If  it  should  not  answer  those  purposes, 
then  even  the  opponents  of  a  national  bank  may  be- 
come satisfied  that  such  an  institution  is  the  only  re- 
medy for  the  evils  of  a  deranged  and  disordered  cur- 
rency. Uiit  until  some  such  system  be  adopted,  it 
may  well  he  doubted  whether,  in  the  present  aspect 
and  past  experience  of  our  banking  institutions,  the 

Ecople  can  be  brought  into  the  support  of  a  national 
ank, 
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Shall  we,  then,  fold  our  arms,  and  deliberately  re- 
solve to  do  nothing?  Can  the  friends  of  a  national 
bank,  as  well  as  the  friends  of  the  sub-treasury, 
justify  themselves  to  their  constituents  or  the  coun- 
try in  such  a  course?-  These  are  questions  for  grave 
consideration.  Both  tliese  systems,  in  one  shape  and 
another,  have  been  discredited;  and  with  no  present 
prospect  of  either  of  them  beirig  re-established. 
What  then  remains  to  be  done?  The  people  expect 
and  require  action  at  our  hands.  The  committee 
present  the  e.Kchequer  plan,  free  from  the  objections 
■which  were  urged  against  it  on  its  original  introduc- 
tion— a  plan  which,  in  their  judgment,  unites  the 
benefits  without  the  evils  of  the  others;  and  ask  for 
it  that  consideration  which  it  is  so  justly  entitled  to 
receive. 

•  In  proposing  the  bill,  which  the  committee  now 
submit  to  the  senate,  an  attempt  has  been  made,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  consult  the  views  and  avoid  the 
objections  of  all  parlies,  as  disclosed  in  the  history 
and  discussions  of  the  several  plans  heretofore  sug- 
gested for  accomplishing  the  same  objects,  and  it  is 
submitted  in  the  hope  that  the  attempt  will  prove 
successful. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  which  accom- 
panied the  abov&  report: 

A    BILL    AMEND-\TORY    OF    THE    SCVERAL    ACTS    ESTAB- 
LISHIXG    THE    TREASURY    DEPARTMENT. 

.Be  it  emtctcd  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rqjresentutives 
of  the  United  states  of  Ameruia  in  congress  assembled, 
That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  created  and  es- 
tablished in  the  treasury  department  at  the  seat  of 
the  governmeiit  of  the  U.  Slates,  a  board  to  be  called 
the  exchequer  of  the  United  iSlates,  to  be  composed 
of  three  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sident, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
and  who  shall  be  removed  li-om  office  only  with  the 
like  concurrence  of  the  senate,  and  for  some  one  or 
more  of  the  following  causes,  to  wit:  physical  ina- 
bility, incompetency,  or  neglect,  or  violation  of  duty; 
and,  m  every  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie 
president  to  communicate  to  the. senate  the  particular 
reasons  of  the  proposed  removal;  but,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  senate,  the  president  may,  for  any  of  the 
aforesaid  causes,  suspend  any  of  tlie  said  coininis 
sioners,  and  appoint  a  temporary  substitute,  and 
within  the  first  week  of  the  ensuing  session  of  the 
senate,  he  shall  lay  before  that  body  the  reasons  of 
such  suspension,  and  if  the  senate  concur  with  him, 
the  commissioner  so  suspended  shall  be  removed, 
but  if  it  do  not  concur  with  liim,  the  said  commis- 
sioner shall  be  restored.  And  on  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  the  board,  one  of  the  three  commissioners 
shall,  by  the  members  tlicreot',  be  elected  president, 
who  shall  hold  his  odice  for  two  years,  when  a  new 
election  shall  be  made;  and  in  like  manner  a  new 
election  shall  take  place  afterwards,  at  the  end  of 
each  successive  period  of  two  years.  And  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall  have  authority  to  ap- 
point, on  the  recommendation  of  the  board,  all  such 
inferior  officers  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board, 
the  transaction  of  its  business  may  require,  the 
amount  of  their  respective  compensations,  till  fixed 
by  law,  to  be  determined  by  the  board,  who  may 
take  bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty 
for  such  sums,  and  in  such  manner,  as  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  shall  direct;  and  each  of  said  com- 
missioners shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 

dollars. 

Sec.  2.  ^nrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
board  of  exchequer  shall  have  power  to  establish 
agencies  or  oflices  in  such  of  the  cities  or  towns  of 
the  United  States  as  it  may  judge  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient for  the  public  service,  and  also  wherever 
congress  may  by  law  require  the  same  to  be  estab- 
lished, limiting  the  number  to  as  few  as  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  service  will  admit,  and  in  no  case  exceed- 
ing two  in  any  state  or  territory;  and  such  officers 
and  agents  as  may  by  the  board  of  exchequer  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  management  of  such  agen- 
cies, and  the  transaction  of  their  business,  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  board  of  exchequer;  and  the 
said  board  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  amount  of  the 
respective  compensations  of  such  ofiiccrs  till  the 
same  shall  be  determined  by  lav,',  and  to  provide  re- 
gulations for  the  government  of  such  agencies,  the 
transaction  of  their  business,  and  the  rendering  ac- 
counts of  all  their  proceedings.  And  in  such  regu- 
lations they  shall  so  assign  and  arrange  the  duties  of 
the  officers  of  the  said  agencies,  as  t.'iat  one  of  those 
officers  shall  be  a  check  and  control  upon  the  other, 
and  for  that  purpose  they  shall  require  that  the  ac- 
counts and  proceedings  of  each  shall  be  entered  in 
proper  hooks,  .^iid  any  of  the  oliicers  of  the  said 
agencies  may  be  removed  by  tlie  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  on  the  recommendation  of  said  board,  for 
physical  inability,  or  incompetency,  or  neglect,  or 
violation  of  duty;  but  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  state 


every  removal  of  any  principal  officer  of  any  agency, 
with  his  reasons  therefor,  in  his  general  annual  re- 
port of  the  transactions  of  the  exchequer. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  matted.  That  the  said  ex- 
chequer and  its  officers  shall  be  the  general  agenls 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  receiv- 
ing, safe-keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys, 
and  transferring  and  transmitting  the  same,  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and 
all  public  moneys  received,  from  whatever  sources, 
shall,  under  the  same  directions,  be  paid  into  the  said 
exchequer,  or  its  agencies,  and  the  principal  officers 
employed  in  such  agencies  shall  give  bond  to  the 
United  States,  for  such  amount  and  in  such  form  as 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  prescribe,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties.  And  the  said 
board  of  exchequer  and  its  several  agencies  shall 
pay  all  warrants,  drafts,  or  orders,  made  thereon  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  by  all  dis- 
bursing officers  and  agents  of  the  government  having, 
authority  to  make  such  drafts  or  orders.  And  every 
such  payment  shall  be  made,  at  the  option  of  the 
person  entitled  to  receive  it,  in  gold  and  silver  coin, 
or  in  specie  notes,  to  be  issued  in  such  form  as  is 
hereinafter  prescribed.  But  such  notes  shall  never 
exceed  the  actual  amount  of  specie  holden  for  their 
redemption. 

Sec.  4.  Jind  be  further  enacted.  That  the  said  ex- 
chequer and  its  officers  shall  perform  the  duties  of 
commissioners  of  loans,  in  receiving  subscription, 
transferring  stock,  and  paying  dividends  and  inlercst 
Ihereon,  under  the  directions  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury;  and  shall  render  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  all  necessary  facilities  for  transferring 
and  disbursing  the  public  funds  as  shall  be  required 
by  him;  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  pension 
agents  under  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  and  shall  render  and  perform  all  other 
duties  and  services  in  relation  to  the  collecting, 
keeping,  and  disbursing  of  the  public  funds,  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law  or  by  the  secretary  of  tlie  trea- 
sury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  exchequer  at  the  seat  of  government, 
and  its  several  agencies,  to  receive  on  private  depn- 
site  gold  or  silver  coin  or  bullion,  the  property  of  in- 
dividuals, to  be  held  as  in  other  cases  of  deposite 
made  by  individuals  for  convenience  and  security, 
and  to  issue  specie  notes  for  the  same  in  such  firm  as 
the  said  board  shall  prescribe,  which  notes  shall  al- 
ways be  redeemed  on  presentation  at  the  agency 
where  issued;  but  the  amount  so  deposited  shall  never 
exceed  in  the  whole  fifteen  million  of  dollars,  to  be 
distributed  by  the  board  among  its  several  agencies 
according  to  the  extent  of  their  business,  respective- 
ly; and  for  issuing  such  specie  notes  no  higher  premi- 
um shall  be  demanded  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  in- 
demnify against  the  hazard  of  loss,  and  remunerate 
for  the  safe  keeping  the  deposite,  and  in  no  instance 
to  exceed  the  one-half  of  one  per  cent.  But  specie 
notes  issued  by  the  board  and  its  several  agencies 
shall  be  redeemable  only  at  the  place  where  issued, 
unless  the  board  shall  see  cause  to  order  otherwise. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itfmther  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  specie  notes,  of  denouiina- 
tions  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  which  nolcs  shall  be  signed  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  countersigned  by 
the  president  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  and  made 
payable  to  the  order  of  the  principal  agent  at  each 
agency,  and  shall  be  by  him  endorsed  when  issued  at 
such  agency,  and  which  notes  shall  be  redeemable, 
and  shall  be  redeemed,  in  gold  and  silver,  on  demand, 
at  the  agency  where  issued.  And  specie  notes  in- 
tended to  be  issued  by  the  board  of  exchequer  at  the 
seat  of  government  shall  be  in-like  form,  and  shall 
be  payable  to  the  order  of  the  commissioners,  and 
shall  be  endorsed  by  some  one  of  theni  when  issued, 
and  shall  be  redeemable  and  redeemed  at  said  board, 
on  demand,  in  gold  and  silver;  and  exact  and  perfect 
lists  of  all  notes  so  signed  shall  be  kept  at  the  treasu- 
ry. And  all  specie  notes  issued  under  the  authority 
of  this  act  may,  when  redeemed,  be  reissued  by  the 
board  and  its  agencies  respectively. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  exchequer  at  the  seat  of  government, 
and  its  several  agencies,  on  the  deposite  of  gold  or 
silver  coin  or  bullion  as  a  payment  therefor,  to  draw- 
bills  of  exchange  made  payable  at  said  exchequer,  or 
any  agency  where  funds  are  provided  on  which  to 
draw,  and  also  to  accept  bills  of  exchange:  the 
amount  of  which  bills  and  acceptances  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  the  sum  so  deposited.  And  such  bills 
of  exchange  and  acceptances  shall  be  signed  and 
countersigned  in  such  manner  as  the  said  board  shall 
prescribe. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  on  each  bill 
of  exchange  or  acceptance,  the  exchequer  or  agency 
at  which  such  bill  or  acceptance  is  made  shall  be  en- 


titled to  receive  a  just  and  reasonable  premium,  not 
exceeding  the  fair  cost  of  remitting  specie  to  the 
place  of  payment,  and  in  no  case  to  exceed  two  per 
centum  on  the  amount  of  such  bill  or  acceptance. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  eimcted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  board  of  exchequer,  and  each  of 
its  agencies,  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by 
the  board,  to  receive  and  take  charge  of,  for  collec- 
tion, such  drafts  or  bills  of  exchange  as  may  be  de- 
posited with  them  for  that  purpose,  drawn  on  any 
place  where  an  office  of  the  exchequer  may  be  estab- 
lished; but  in  no  case  shall  any  advance  or  payment 
be  made  on  accoOnt  of  such  draft  or  bill,  until  it  shall 
hav'e  been  actually  collected,  and  advice  received  of 
such  collection,  whereupon  the  proceeds  shall  be 
paid  over  to  the  person  entitled  to  receive  tliem,  at 
the  office  where  the  said  draft  or  bill  was  originally 
deposited  for  transmission  and  collection,  deducting 
therefrom  such  reasonable  charges  and  coinniissioii 
as  may  have  been  agreed  upon,' which  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  — —  per  centum  on  the  amount  collect- 
ed. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  H  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  exchequer,  within  three 
months  after  its  first  organization,  to  establish  such 
by-laws  and  rules  of  proceeding  as  it  may  judge  ex- 
pedient and  proper  for  the  regulation  of  its  concerns 
and  the  government  of  its  agencies;  and  copies  of  all 
existing  by-laws  and  regulations  shall  be  laid  before 
congress  every  year,  at  its  annual  session. 

Sec.  U  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  is  authorised  from  time  to  time, 
on  the  application  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  to  fur- 
nish for  its  own  use,  and  that  of  its  several  agencies, 
a  suitable  amount  of  specie  notes,  to  be  used  in  the 
transaction  of  its  business;  but  the  amount  of  such 
notes  issued  cither  in  paynwnt  to  the  public  creditor 
or  on  the  deposites  of  individuals,  shall  never  exceed 
the  actual  amount  of  specie  on  hand  for  their  re- 
demption. And  all  dues  to  the  United  States,  or  any 
officer  or  department  thereof,  authorised  to  receive 
public  dues,  may  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  in 
specie  notes  issued  under  this  act,  or  in  the  notes  of 
banks  which  shall  be  iintDediately  convertible  into 
specie  at  the  place  where  received. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  board 
of  exchequer  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  each  of 
Its  agencies,  shall  settle  weekly,  or  oftener,  with  all 
banks  in  their  neighborhood  whose  paper  they  may 
have  received,  and  pay  or  collect,  as  the  case  may 
be,  all  balances  between  it  and  said  banks;  and  no  in- 
dividual shall  be  allowed,  at  any  time,  to  stand  as 
debtor  to  the  exchequer  or  any  of  its  agencies  in  ac- 
count. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of 
exchequer,  and  each  of  its  several  agencies,  at  all 
tunes  so  to  limit  its  issues  that  its  gold  and  silver  on 
hand  shall  be  equal,  dollar  for  dollar,  to  the  amount 
of  such  issues  outstanding. 

Sec.  1,3.  And  l:e  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board 
of  exchequer  and  its  several  agencies  shall  keep  se- 
parate and  distinct  sets  of  books,  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  and  recording,  in  one  set,  all  transactions 
respecting  the  collection,  keeping  and  disbursing  of 
I  the  public  revenne,  and  transmitting  the  public  mo- 
neys from  place  to  place,  for  the  service  of  govern- 
ment; and  in  another,  all  transactions  and  accounts 
arising  from  the  operations  in  exchange  hereinbefore 
authorised,  and  other  transactions  not  on  government 
account.  And  all  profits  accruing  from  such  opera- 
tions in  exchange  on  individual  account,  and  from 
private  deposites,  shall  be  applied,  iu  the  first  place, 
to  pay  all  salaries  and  compensations,  and  to  defray 
all  expenses  incurred  under  the  authority  of  this  act, 
and  the  residue  thereof  shall  be  placed  semi-annually 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  neces- 
sary rooms  and  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  and  for  the  transaction  of  the  business 
of  the  board  of  exchequer  and  its  agencies,  shall  be 
provided  by  the  treasury  department  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  in  the  custom  houses,  mint,  branch 
mints,  and  other  public  buildings  belonging  to  the  U. 
States,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  furnished  without 
detriment  to  the  public  service;  and  where  the  same 
cannot  be  so  furnished,  the  said  board  may  provide 
others. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  board  of  exchequer  to  appoint  as 
agent  for  the  board  any  specie  paying  bank  in  any 
stale,  in  cases  where  it  may  not  be  deemed  expedient 
to  establish  an  office  or  agency  of  the  said  board  as 
hereinbefore  provided;  but  such  bank  shall  not  be  au- 
thorised in  any  event  to  receive  deposites,  or  to  ac- 
cept or  :,ell  bills  or  drafts  on  account  of  the  board  of 
exchequer. 

Sec.  16.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  full  and 
erijict  .accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  bo.ird  and 
its  several  agencies  shall  be  furnished  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  as  often  as  he  may  prescribe;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  to  lay  ab 
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stracts  of  the  same  before  congress  at  the  commence-   no  forms  of  expression,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


ment  of  each  annual  session,  and  to  furnish  fnll  and 
parliciilar  accounts  and  statements  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  board  and  its  aj;cncies  when  required  by 
consress;  and  the  amount  of  specie  notes  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  every  quarter  shall,  so  soon  thereafter 
as  the  same  may  be  ascertained,  be  published  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  i7.  ^Svd  be  it  furilicr  enacted.  That  if  any 
member  of  the  exchequer  board,  or  any  officer  or 
clerk  employed  in  its  business  or  any  of  its  agencies, 
shall  convert  to  his  own  use,  in  any  way,  any  money 
or  security  deposited  with  or  belonging  to  the  said 
board  or  any  of  its  agencies,  or  belonging  to  the  U. 
States,  or   any    other  person  or  persons  dealing  or 


the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANKLIX  PIERCE. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Smithard,  president  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  iSlr.  King,  the  letter  was  ordered  to 
be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Pii^ce, 
in  relation  to  the  custom  house  investigation  was  ta- 
ken up  and  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jl/nng-ion,  as 
follows: 

'*And  particularly  any  order,  letter,  or  other  com- 
munication indicating  what  period  in  the  custom 
house  service  was  to  be  invesligaled;  whether  includ- 
ing both  the  late  and  present  administrations  of  that 
branch  of  the  public  service,   and  all  the  orders  on 


depositing   with   the  said  board  or  any  agency,  he  1  the  subject,  whether  any  order  or  communication,  or 


shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  on  conviction 
thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  a  term  not  less  than nor  more  than . 

years,  and  to  a  fine  equal  to  twice  the  sum  or  value 
of  the  property  embezzled. 

Sec.  18.  .iiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of- 
ficer or  member  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  or  any 
of  its  agencies  established  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  issue  any  specie  notes,  or  make,  ac- 
cept, or  deliver  any  draft  or  bill  of  exchange  with- 
out having  received  the  full  value  thereof  in  specie, 
and  caused  the  receipts  of  the  same  to  be  duly  enter- 
ed in  the  books  of  the  said  agency,  or  shall  be  guilty 
of  any  other  malpractice  by  which  any  responsibility 
of  the  said  agency,  or  of  the  board  of  exchequer,  or 
the  United  States,  shall  be  improperly  created  or  in- 
creased, he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  on 
conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  the  United  States 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  a 
term  of  imprisonment  not  less  than  one  year,  nor 
more  than  seven  years,  and  to  a  fine  equal  to  tlie 
amount  of  the  specie  note  so  issued,  or  of  the  bill  or 
draft  so  made,  accepted,  or  delivered,  or  to  the 
amount  of  the  responsibility  so  created  or  increased. 

Sec.  19.  .find  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  have  power,  at  his  discre- 
tion, by  himself  or  by  an  agent  duly  appointed  by 


other  intimation,  countermanding  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  present  administration  of  that  branch 
of  the  service,  or  in  any  way  giving  or  indicating  a 
direction  to  the  investigation  proposed,  has  been 
given  to  the  commissioners  or  any  of  them;  and,  if  so, 
to  furnish  the  senate  with  such  orders,'  correspon- 
dence, and  the  report,  and  also  all  letters  or  commu- 
nications from  said  commissioners,  or  any  one  or 
more  of  them,  to  the  president,  or  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  the  replies  and  orders  consequent 
thereupon  to  the  said  commissioners,  or  either  of 
them,  touching  or  in  regard  to  said  investigation,  or 
the  scope  of  it." 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  special  order  of  the 
day  being  the  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  by 
restricting  and  limiting  the  veto  power;  when 

Mr.  Catlwun  arose  and  gave  his  reasons  for  wish- 
ing to  continue  the  veto  power  where  it  was.  The 
senator  commenced  with  some  arguments  drawn 
from  the  character  of  the  government  and  its  pecu- 
liar organization,  in  which  he  considered  tlie  senate 
the  most  favored  of  the  constitution.  The  mere  po- 
pular power  of  the  government  was  discussed,  and 
contrasted  with  the  power  of  the  states,  and  all  for 
tile  purpose  of  slio^ving  the  conservative  character 
of  the  veto  power.  The  power  to  amend  the  con- 
stitution was  not  a  peculiar  power,  it  was  contended. 


him,  to  examine  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  ex-1 'I'here  were   but   two  ways    in    which  amendments 


chequer  and  its  agencies,  on  oath  or  affirmation, 
touching  all  matters  relating  to  the  exchequer  or  its 
agencies,  or  either  of  them;  which  said  oath  the  said 
secretary,  or  said  agent,  is  hereby  authorised  to  ad- 
minister. And  if  any  person  so  examined  shall  wil- 
fully make  any  false  statement,  or  wilfully  refuse  to 
disclose  or  declai'e  the  v\'hole  truth,  such  person  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and 
shall  sutfer  the  pains  and  penalties  thereof,  on  con- 
viction before  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same. 
And  the  sai<l  exchequer  and  agencies  shall,  at  all 
times,  be  open  to  examination  by  any  committee  ap- 
pointed by  congress,  or  either  liouse  thereof. 

Sec-  20.  .'Ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 


TAVEKTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

FEBnL-.\nT  24.  Tlie  death  ofthehon.  Leiris  Wil- 
liams having  been  announced  the  senate  adjourned. 

ErBRVAitv  25.  The  senators  attended  the  funeral 
of  the  hon.  Ltwia  Williams,  late  representative  from 
North  Carolina. 

Fi'.BRUARv  28.  The  president  announced  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  committee  on  rctrenrhment,  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  standing  committees  of  the  senate:  Mr. 
Mnrchend,  chairman,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr. 
JV/i/(fr,  Mr.  Spragiu. 

Also,  communicated  a  resolution  from  the  legisla- 
.  live  council  of  Iowa,  in  relation  to  the  preservation 
of  the  present  northern  lioundary  line,  as  established 
between  the  half-breed  Sac  and  Ftix  liulians. 

The  following  letter,  transmitted  by  the  lion. 
Franklin  Pierce  to  the  president  of  the  senate,  was 
then  read: 

Wuslnnglm,  Februarii  98,  1342. 

Sitt:  Having  informed  the  governor  of  N.  Hamp- 
shire that  on  this  day  my  seat  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  would  become  vacant  by  resignation,  1 
liave  thought  proper  to  communicate  the  fact  to  you 
and  the  senate. 

In  severing  the  relations  that  have  so  long  subsist- 
ed between  the  gentlcmert  with  whom  I  have  been 
associated,  my  feelings  of  pain  and  regret  will  read- 
ily he  appiir-i'atcd  by  those  who  know  that,  in  all  my 
intereoiUHc  during  tlie  time  I  h.ivc  been  a  member  of 
the  body,  no  unpleasant  occurrence  has  ever  taken 
place  to  disturb  for  a  moment  iny  agreeable  rclaliomt 
with  any  individual  senator. 

.    With  a  desire  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  you 
ajl,  for  which  now,  in  the  fullness  of  my  heart,  1  iind 


could  be  brought  about:  the  first,  when  the  propos 
tion  originated  in  tliis  or  the  other  branch  of  con- 
gress; and  the  second,  when  the  proposed  amendment 
originated  with  two-thirds  of  the  states.  The  nume- 
rical majority  had  no  force  with  the  veto  power. — 
Delaware  not  only  had  more  power  than  New'York, 
but  more  than  twice  tlie  power,  and  it  was  right  that 
it  was  so.  Ours  was  a  union,  not  a  nation — a  union 
of  states,  an  aggregate  of  nations.  The  majority  did 
not  control  this  nation.  The  senate  represented 
states  and  not  the  people.  In  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives numbers  alone  prevailed.  It  was  a  mischie- 
vous error  to  say  that  the  naked  will  of  the  majority 
was  the  controlling  power.  Mr.  C.  discussed  the 
question  at  length,-  lor  the  purpose  of  shov.'ing  the  ef- 
iects  of  changing  the  powers  upon  the  states  of  the 
union.  If  the  mere  numerical  power  was  to  prevail, 
if  the  voice  of  the  people  upon  a  mere  presidential 
question  was  to  prevail,  the  eflects  would  be  most 
disastrous.  He  would  not  have  the  popular  branch 
of  congress  the  sole  power,  because  it  would  be  de- 
spotic and  tyrannical;  nor  would  he  have  the  senate 
the  supreme  power,  because  that  v^ould  be  tyranni- 
cal also.  There  should  be  a  division  of  power  be- 
tween the  community  and  the  people.  There  should 
be,  as  there  was,  an  organic  arrangement,  and  this 
was  much  more  a  people's  government,  much  more 
a  democratic  government,  than  it  would  otherwise 
be.  If  it  were  otherwise,  it  would  be  more  a  govern- 
ment of  the  few  than  the  many.  Less  than  one-half 
of  the  people  wouldgovern  the  rest.  As  it  was,  all 
were  represented  in  this  branch  of  the  government. 
And  if  the  power  stopped  here,  or  if  the  executive 
had  no  power,  there  would  be  a  deadly  power  be- 
tween the  two  branches  of  congress.  The  election 
of  a  president  was  very  nearly  the  beau  ideal  of  an 
absolute  majority,  though  less  than  an  absolute  ma- 
jority could  electa  president.  If  the  president  exer- 
cised the  veto  power  it  broadened  the  basis  of  the 
union,  and  struck  a  new  chord  of  interest.  Beyond 
all  this  was  the  judiciary  power,  which  decided  upon 
the  eoiislilutiunality  of  laws,  and  thus  exercised  an 
absolute  veto  upon  the  laws  of  congress.  This  Mr. 
C.  regarded  as  the  true  and  the  proper  analysis  of  the 
government.  No  part  should  exercise  its  powers  at 
the  expense  of  another  part,  and  no  one  branch  of 
the  government  should  lord  it  over  another  branch. 
The  salvation  of  the  government,  and  the  only  way 
of  preventing  it  from  going  the  way  of  all  flesh,  was 
in  the  process  of  taking  the  will  of  the  people  by  the 
states.  This  was  a  distinctive  feature  in  our  govern- 
ment over  all  governments,  and  upon  it  must  be  based 
the  hope  of  its  permanency.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded 
to  atiswcr  some  of  the  arguments  of  senators  in  de- 
fence of  th«  proposed  amendment  of  the  conatituti-)n. 


'iih  Admitting  the  executive  power  to  be  as  great  as  bad 
been  alleged,  be  ivould  ask  if  the  resolutions  before 
the  senate  presented  the  proper  remedy  for  those 
grievances,  if  the  power  of  the  executive  was  as 
great  as  was  alleged,  he  would  ask  who  made  it  so 
great?  Was  it  not  congress,  who  passed  the  laws, 
that  origmated  the  pov/ers  that  placed  the  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  president'  W'ho  increased  the  army 
and  the  na\'y  but  congress?  The  patronage,  too, 
created  by  congress,  and  placed  in  the  h'ands  of  the 
executive,  was  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  con- 
gress: and  thus  the  power  of  the  executive  had  been 
increased. 

Mr.  Clay,  ^Mr.  Calhmm  having  closed),  under- 
standing that  other  senators  wished  to  address  the 
senate  upon  this  subject,  moved  that  the  subject  un- 
der consideration  be  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

And  on  motion  of  IVIr.  Seri^r, 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

March  1.  The  senate  proceeded  to  the  order  of 
the  day  being  the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Clajf 
on  the  15tb  ult.  and  Mr.  Clan  arose  and  spoke  in 
their  defence  for  about  two  hours  and  a  half,  and 
having  closed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  some  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
senator  from  Kentucky,  in  reference  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  government. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined  in  a  few  words;  when — 

Mr.  IVright  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  by  re- 
pealing the  act  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  states,  territories  and  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, on  the  ground  that  this  revenue  could  not 
be  taken  without  a  resort  to  taxation  to  that  amount; 
and  further  to  amend  by  abridging  the  duration  of 
the  long  sessions;  also  by  defining  the  mileage,  and 
diminishing  the  contingent  expenses,  and  especially 
those  incurred  for  stationery,  printing,  for  the  em- 
ployment of  clerks  to  committees,  and  tor  folding 
printed  matter  to  be  transmitted  through  the  mails. 
And  that  congress  is  also  called  upon  to  make  re- 
treneliment  in  the  judiciary  department  and  in  the 
diplomatic,  by  diminishing  appropriations  for  charges 
des  alfairs  at  Naples,  Bogota,  Carracas,  St.  Jago  and 
Lima;  to  reduce  the  compensation  of  the  agents  at 
Prussia  and  Brazil  to  that  of  resident  ministers,  and 
those  of  Austria  and  Mexico  to  that  of  charges  des 
affairs.  Restricting  the  franking  privilege  of  mem- 
bers to  letters  and  other  communications  in  writing, 
and  tliose  not  to  exceed  the  weight  of  ;  to  fur- 
ther limit  the  franking  privilege  by  deputy  postmas- 
ters, and  to  increase  and  regulate  the  weight,  the 
charges  to  be  made  on  books,  pamphlets  and  other 
printed  packages  transmitted  by  the  mails. 

Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  amendments  be  printed. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

And,  on  motion  of  iMr.  Wright,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

Mahcii  2.  The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ker oil  the  Sth  ult.  in  relation  to  inibrmation  from  the 
board  of  commissioners  for  settling  the  claims  of 
American  citizens  v.'ith  Mexico,  was  adopted. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day  be- 
ing the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay  on  the'lSth 
ult.  and  the  amendment  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Wright. 

I\lr.  Wrii^ht  entered  into  a  comparison  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  late  administration  with  those  of 
the  pi-escRl.  He  thought  it  impossible  to  form  as  yet 
any  correct  opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  or  not  of  20 
per  criit,  for  the  demands  of  the  treasury.  With  the 
land  proceeds,  estimated  at  g3, 000,000,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  sufficient  tax. 

Mr.  Benton,  The  lands  will  bring  five  millions  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  more  than 
$■3,000,000,  and  he  had  rather  it  would  be  less  than 
more.  This  would  give  us  if  the  imports  were  to  be 
$91,000,000,  between  twenty-one  and  twenty-two 
millions,  which  he  thought  quite  adequate  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  government.  He  would  prefer  that 
the  standard  should  bo  $20,000,000. 

Th:',  fourth  resolution  (relating  to  a  readjustment 
of  Iho  tariff  1  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  was  pass- 
ed over  to  comment  more  particularly  upon  the  lil'th 
resolution,  which  the  senator  from  New  York  consi- 
dered the  important  one  of  the  series.  This  resolu- 
tion related  to  the  provision  in  the  act  of  the  extra 
session  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
publii:  lands,  requiring  that  act  to  be  suspended  in  the 
contingency  of  the  necessity  of  raising  a  higher  duty 
than  2()  per  cent. 

The  importance  of  this  resolution  was  apparent 

upon  its  face.     It   required  an   imposition  of  taxes 

upon    the    people    in    order   to   distribute  the  lands 

the  stales.     The  distribution  policy  could  not 

be  sustained  in  any  eonstilutioiuil  sense. 

Mr.  W.  concluiiud    his    remarks   in    an   argument 
against  the  constilufionality  and  policy  of  the  distri- 
bution act,  and  on  motion 
The  senate  adjourned. 
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Thdrsday,  Feb.  24.  The  death  of  the  hon.  Lnrts 
WiUiariK,  of  North  Carolina,  was  announced  to  the 
house  by  Mi-,  Rctyner,  and  after  an  appropriate  eulogy 
from  himself  and  Mr.  ,'3diinis, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  25.  The  members  of  the  house  at- 
tended the  funeral  of  the  hon.  L.  Williams,  of  N. 
Carolina, 

Saturday,  Feb,  26.  The  house  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  re- 
port on  retrenchment,  and  the  previous  question  be- 
ing called  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Gordon^ 
to  continue  the  two  clerks  wliich  (he  resolution  had 
cut  off.  Mr.  G.  moditied  it  so  as  to  reduce  their  sa- 
laries from  >i;l,5U0  to  $1,200,  and  liy  yeas  20  noes 
144,  the  amendment  was  rejected.  The  resolution 
in  the  report  was  then  adopted  by  147  yeas  to  16 
noes. 

Mr.  TiUinghast,  on  leave  given,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Fsland  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tariff;  which,  on  his  motion,  were  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  manufactures  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  same  legislature,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  choice  of  electors  for  president  and  vice 
president,  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  mak- 
ing the  time  therefor  uniform  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Refei-red,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  John  Tyler,  jr.  esq, 
his  private  secretary. 

mishinston,  Februct)-y  26, 1S43. 
To  the  house  of  rcpreseiHadvcs: 

The  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  21st  instant  requesting  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  communicate  to  that  body,  "if  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  intej-erit,  the  state  of  the 
negotiation  between  tlie  United  States  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  north- 
eastern boundary  of  the  state  of  Maine;  and,  also, 
all  correspondence  on  that  subject  between  the  t\vo 
governments  not  hitherto  communicated,"  has  been 
transmitted  to  me.  Desirous  always  to  lay  before 
congress  and  the  public  every  thing  affecting  the 
state  of  the  country.-to  the  fullest  extent  consistent 
with  propriety  and  prudence,  1  have  to  inform  the 
house  of  representatives  that,  in  my  judgment,  no 
communication  could  be  made  by  me,  at  this  time, 
on  the  subject  of  its  resolution,  ivithout  detriment  or 
danger  to  the  public  interests.       JOHN  TYLER. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  correct- 
ing an  error  in  his  report  of  the  17th  instant,  of  the 
cost  of  the  war  steamers  Mississippi  and  Missouri. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmit- 
ting copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial 
for  the  trial  of  captain  William  Bol.ton,  and  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  upon  whose  re- 
port the  said  naval  court  martial  was  ordered.  Also, 
copies  of  all  despatches,  letters,  and  other  documents 
having  connexion  therewith;  which  letter  and  pro- 
ceedings were  laid  on  the  table. 

Monday,  Feb,  2S,  Mr,  M-Lellan,  of  N.  York,  of- 
fered a  resolution  of  inquiry  from  the  secretary  of 
war  as  to  whether  Maj,  Gen.  Scott  had  received  pay 
in  addition  to  his  regular  army  pay  for  bis  services 
in  1833,  in  removing  the  Cherokee  Indians,  &c.  The 
rules  were  suspended  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Campbell^  of  Tenn.  moved  an  amendment, 
"and  also  all  other  cases  of  extra  allowance  made  to 
officers  of  the  army." 

The  yeas  and  niys  on  the  amendment  werelhen 
called,  and  were  ayes  81,  noes  101,  The  vote  upon 
the  resolution  was  ayes  155.,  noes  23;  adopted. 

After  some  little  discussion,  in  wiiich  it  was  insist- 
ed, that  as  Gen,  Scott's  case  was  only  one  of  the 
many,  this  resolution  was  invidious,  it  was  reconsi- 
dered, and  another,  calling  for  general  information 
upon  this  point,  was  adopted.  Petitions  were  then 
called,  commencing  with.thc  territory  of  Iowa, 

[A  message  in  writing,  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident, by  the  hand  of  Mr.  J,  Tyler,  his  private  se- 
cretary,] 

Mr,  //on'nrii,  of  Michigan,  submitted  the  preamble 
and  joint  resolutions  of  the  Michigan  legislature, 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  act  to  "refund"  to 
General  .\ndie\v  Jackson  the  line  imposed  on  him  by 
judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans,  in  March,  1816,  for  a 
contempt  of  court.  They  were  on  his  motion  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr,  Gidd'mgs,  amongst  other  petitions,  presented 
one  from  upwards  of  eighty  citizens  of  Austinburg, 
Ohio,  (of  both  political  parties,  Mr,  S,  said),  pray- 
ing an  amicable  division  of  the  union  by  a  line  run- 
ning between  the  free  and  slave  states, 

Mr.  G,  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
eelect  conimittee,  with  instructions  to  report  ajainst 


the  prayer  of  the  said  petition,  and  to  assign  to  the 
petitinners  reasons  why  their  prayer  should  not  be 
granted, 

Mr,  Triplclt,  remarking  that  the  petition  was  dis- 
respectful to  the  house,  and  disrepeetful  to  the  man 
who  presented  it,  moved  that  it  be  not  received.  The 
previous  question  was  demanded. 

Mr.  Pendletnn  wished,  he  said,  to  have  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  the  house  whether  it  had  any 
authority  to  take  any  step  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
union  which  they  were  constituted  and  sworn  to  pro- 
tect and  defend?  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  previous 
question  would  not  be  sustained. 

The  sjifdfco-said  the  remarks  were  not  in  order. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
seconded. 

And  the  main  question,  "shall  the  petition  be  re- 
ceived.'" was  taken  and  decided  -in  the  negative,  as 
follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams.  .Arnold,  Barnnrd.  Brwk- 
was-,  Bionson,  Ch.ld.*,  Ghinenden,  J,  C,  Clark,  U.  D. 
Davis,  ,Tohn  G.  Flnyd,  Gales,  Giddinss  Gr.nnaer.  .lame?, 
Linn,  McKeon,  Maynard,  iHor^'an,  "B.=  nj.  Randall,  Sa!- 
tonstall.   Slade,   Sirniton,  Tillinsh.nst,  Wmthrop.— 'M. 

NAYS— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews.  Athcrt.n,  Baker, 
Barion,  BInir,  Boardman,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Bri^g.s 
Mihon  Brown,  Burke,  William  Bniler,  Wm.  O.  Bmler, 
Pnn-ick  C.  Cildvv,  II,  Juhn  Campbell,  VV„i.  B.  Camp- 
hell.  Thomas  .1.  Ca.nphelj,  Caruther=,  Carv,  Ca=ev, 
Chnpnian,  Clilli.rd,  Clinlon,  C.ics,  Mark  A,  Conper. 
Cowen,  Cn.s.s,  Cii-hniL',  Daniel,  GarrKi  Davis,  Dplicr- 
ry,  Di.an,  Doig,  Easnnan,  John  C.  Edward--,  Eyher;, 
Ferns,  Fillmore.  Chailis  A,  Floyd,  Gatnhle.  Gerry.  Got'- 
sin,  Patrick  G.  Goude,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gretil,  Gus- 
tine,  Habersham,  Harris,  ,Iohn  Hastinf's,  Hay.s,  llenry. 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hnnck,  Hnnsion,  Hunier,  C.  J,  In- 
aersoll,  Joseph  R,  Inirnsull,  ,Iame5  Irwin,  W,  W.  Ir- 
win, Cave  J'lhnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lnwi-li 
Robert  McCiflian,  .McKay,  Mnl'ory'.  Alfred  Mais'iall, 
ThoinnsF,  Marshall,  Samson  .Mason,  Maihiot,  Mai- 
locks,  Maxwell,  Medill,  Meriweihi  r,  Mnore,  Newliaid. 
Osborne,  Owsley,  Pendleion,  Piukens,  Phnner,  Pone, 
Rain.'ry,  Alexander  Randall.  Rartdolph,  Ravner,  Red- 
ini;.  R.duv.ay,  Riags.  Roosevelt,  W.  Russell,  James  M. 
Russell.  Saunders,  Shaw,  Sinionon,  Snyder,  Sieenro'l. 
John  T,  Smart,  Summers.  Taliaferro,  Ri.dnrd  W. 
'riioinpson,  Tonilinson,  Triplet!,  Turney,  Unienvood, 
Ward,  Wanen,  Washinaton,  Westbrook,  E.  D,  While, 
James  W,  Williams,  Chfislopher  H,  V/illiams,  Wise— 
116 

So  the  petition  was  not  received,* 


Mr,  Kennedxj,  of  Maryland,  offered  a  resnlntinn, 
setting  forth  that  all  such  petitions  should  hereafter 
be  deemed  offensive,  and  that  the  member  presenlin" 
them  should  be  liable  to  censure,  ° 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived, 

Mr.  Pendleton  asked  leave  to  offer  the  followinc 
resolution;  which  was  read  for  information: 

itefolccd,  'l\i-M  ihe  consniunon  was  "ordained  and 
estahlislied"  lo  torni  a  "perfect  union"  of  Ihcse  stales, 
and  that  contriess  not  only  has  no  auihoritv  lo  I'^ke  any 
"^  i"es  tor  the  dissolution  of  that  union  Which  it  wra 
ed  lo  defend  and  prolect,  but  that  it  is  the  |  a- 
luiy  of  every  department  of  this  government, 
I  ihe  people  of  these  states,  '■JndiL'iiantly  to 
'n  the  first  dawning  of  every  alieinpt  lo  alic- 
pornon  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  toen- 
.-^a'^red  ties  which   now   link  loijetlier  the  va- 


tilas  en 

and   of 
frown 
iiale  ar 
leeble  1 


Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him 
to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  IVinlhrop  moved  that  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ; which  motion,  by  ayes  75,noes53,  was  agreed 
to.     So  the  house  adjourned, 

Tcesday,  March  1,  The  house  having  met,  and 
the  journal  of  yesterday  being  read,  the  resolution 
amended  by  Mr,  Campbell,  was  corrected  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  dit 
port  to  this  Imu-e  all  rases  in  which  exira  i 
has  heriiofoie  heen  allowed  t 


ected  I 
nipens 
of  the 


To  the  editors  of  Ihe  National  Intelligencer. 

House  of  reprisei'tativea,  March  1.  1842, 

Messrs,  Gales  &  Se,itos:  I  feel  ihat  justice  lo  the 
signers  of  the  petition  which  I  liail  the  honor  of  piesciii- 
iiig  to  the  house  on  yesterday,  requires  that  the  reasons 
a,-;si^ned  in  said  petition  lor  praying  a  divisoii  of  the 
union  sliould  go  10  the  public  with  a  report  of  its  piesen- 
taiion,  1  was  unab!e,  in  the  niid.-^i  of  the  moions  and 
debates  that  arose  upon  it,  to  runiish  yourrepoiter  with  a 
copy  at  the  time,  I  now  send  it.  with  a  request  that  it 
may  be  inserted  in  your  pa|:er  of  to-morrow.  The  pe- 
tition was  comniutiicnied  to  nie  by  one  of  the  siiliseiib- 
ers,  a  man  ol'  repuiation  and  character,  in  a  kiter,  in 
which  he  says. 

"If  ijur  pentiona  are  to  be  treated  with  open  con- 
temptand  malignant  insult,  and  we  ourselves  held  I'p  lu 
the  world  as  incendiaries  and  fanatics — if  the  federal  go- 
vernment i.s  logo  on  year  alter  year  iiicrea  i'g  its  i  tl'  ris 
to  sustain  the  system  of  slavery,  by  the  aid  of  the  nio.iey, 
the  power  and  the  influence  of  the  nation  at  large — then 
we  ask,  and  ask  .sincerely  too,  f<ir  a  division.'' 

This  siiort  exirtict  I  attempted  lo  reix-at  to  the  h'7::?e; 
but  hein^  in.slanily  c.alled  to  order  by  a  slaveho.'Jing 
nieniber,  I  now  take  tliis  ineiliod  ol  placing  it  bcf  ire  the 
public.     With  great  respect,  your  obedient  .servan', 

J,  R.  GIDDINGS, 

To  the  fcnute  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
Stxites  in  congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Ausimburg,  A.=hlaliiila 
county,  Ohio,  respectfully  petiiion  that  you  w  ill  take  niea- 
sures  itnmediaiely  to  hrinsaliout  an  amicable  division  ol 
ihe.-e  United  Stales,  by  aTinc  running  between  the  slave 
and  the  free  slates.     Because, 

1st,  We  believe  that  the  action  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment has,  fur  the  last  thirty  years,  been  so  coniroied  by 
slaveholding  influence  in  oppotitiun  to  li.e  iiieiesisiif 
free  labor,  us  lo  raii-se  a  great  majority  of  the  political 
evil?  we  have  sufleied  during  the  time,  and  are  now  suf- 
fering, and  that  the  free  s'ates  can  never  enjoy  any 
thing  like  pcrmaneni  prosperity  until  slavery  be  abuli^hcd 
or  the  union  divided, 

2d.  Tosay  noihiiig  about  the  evils  res'i'lting  from  slave- 
holding  legislation,  we  di>  not  lii.e  lo  bear  the  ineApiessi- 
bl'i  disgrace,  (as  it  appetirs  to  us),  of  professing  to  the 
world  that  we  live  under  a  republican  form  of  goverii- 
inent,  while  nearly  ihree  iiiilliuns  of  the  inhabitants  are 
held  under  a  system  of  the  most  abject  slavery,  and  that 
ystem  supported  and  sustained  in  a  great  measure  by 
he  aciion  of  the  federal  government, 

3d.  We  are  encouraged  lo  this  movement  by  the  fre 
q  lent  ni.iniii;!.!  itions  made  by  that  portion  of  the  eonfedt- 
raey,  ('he  s.iuih),  I'roni  y.hicli  we  iiropose  lo  di-eoniieci 
ouiselves,  uf  a  disposiu on  on  their  {tart  to  do  the  same 
thing,  t.''oin  which  vvc  judge  ihe  measure  will  not  be  op- 
posed by  them*  and  from  its  evident  advantages  to  the 
nonh  iha'  it  will  not  be  opposed  by  them. 


een  allowed  to  other  offieers  i 
tor  service^  similar  to  those  rendered  by  General  .Scott 
tor  which  he  is  said  lo  have  received  extra  allowance- 
and  that  the  secretary  of  war  also  report  to  this  house  the' 
iiaiiiea  of  such  nliicers  of  the  war  deparimeni,  of  ihe 
ariny,  including  piiymasters  and  governors  of  territorii^s, 
who  have  received  exira  allowance;  the  nine  when  re- 
t  eived,  the  amount  of  the  extra  allowance  paid  to  eacli; 
the  service  for  winch  the  extra  allowance  was  claimed 
and  ihe  aiuh.irity  under  which  it  was  made.  ' 

Mr.  Pendleton  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  consider 
a  resolution  of  bis,  condemnatory  of  "dissolution  peti- 
tions;" upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered and  resulted  in  ayes  104,  noes  65 — not  two- 
thirds. 

Mr.  Siimmrrs  called  for  Ihe  orders  of  the  day,  but 

Mr.  Fillmore  suggested,  as  the  morning  hour  was 
nearly  up,  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  called  to  the  chair.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Davis,  that  the  secretary  of 
state  should  cause  the  laws  to  be  published  in  those 
papers  having  the  largest  circulation,  y.'as  taken  up, 
ruled  to  be  out  of  order  by  the  speaker,  modified  by 
Mr.  Diwis,  and  again  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Davis  appealed,  and  while  the  question  on  the 
appeal  was  still  pending,  Mr.  Boione  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  Carried  by  yeas  65,  noes  45.  The 
clictirmaii  reported  progress  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  2,  Mr,  Jl/,  „},  Cooper  intro- 
duced to  the  house  the  honorable  Mr,  Black,  repre- 
sentative elect  from  the  state  of  Georgia,  who  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat, 

Mr-  Fillmore  offered  a  resolution,  that  on  and  after 
Monday  next  the  daily  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the 
house  should  be  11  o'clock,  until  otherwise  ordered- 
this  resolution  was  passed,  ayes  123,  noes  22, 

Mr,  Talinferro  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row move  a  reconsideration  of  this  vote,  and  if  he 
failed  to  obtain  it,  he  should  then  move  that  the  vari- 
ous committees  be  discharged  from  their  duties. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  on  retrench- 
ment and  the  following  was  adopted: 

Uesolved,  'I  hat,  in  uiJditiuii  to  ijie  inessenL^er  now  ru- 
thori-ed  by  law  to  be  employed  by  the  clerk,  he  beamho. 
ristd  to  eniploj-e.l  twj  asMsiant  messengers  at  the  .same 
eomprnsanon  tillowed  to  the  other  mes.-enger.s  in  the 
service  of  the  house,  and  one  lahorer,in  iit  u  of  the  si.s 
me-scngersnow  employed  in  said  ollice. 

The  house  then  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Briggs  in  the  chair,  took  up  the  general  appropriation 
bill. 

The  question  upon  Mr.  Davis''  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair,  was  discussed  at  some  length, 
alter  which  the  vote  was  taken,  and  the  decision  of 
the  chair  was  reversed  by  67  to  56,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr,  DavU  was  declared  in  order. 

The  amendment  was  then  discussed,  and  in  course 
of  debate  was  modified  and  amended  until,  finally,  the 
last  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Morgan  went  to  repeal 
the  law  authorising  the  secretaty  of  state  to  publish 
the  laws  in  newspapers. 

The  committee  then  rose  without  taking  any  ac- 
tion-and  the  house,  after  ordering  the  various  amend- 
ttuMits  to  be  printed,  adjourned. 
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AiTJCi.  Tile  New  York  CuJimiercial  Advertiser  has 
jeciivtu  liiberia  papers  ta  Dec*.  17. 

Renewed  efTiria  were  made  lo  iniroduce  lioraes  at 
Liiien.i;  they  had  been  bronchi  t'r.nn  Sifrra  Leone,  and 
it  was  liopi-d  they  would  not  die  as  all  those  previously 
iinpjr:td  had  dmie. 

A  cutler  of  in  ions  was  to  be  launched  at  Monrovia 
on  ihe2U:hof  November. 

The  iuorus  inulncaiilis  has  been  successfully  intro- 
duced at  Monrovia;  also  llie  alligator  pear. 

It  was  reported  tliat  u  Portu=iuse  sciiooner.had  been 
taken  by  tiie  natives  at  Berrybee,  some  distance  below 
Cape  P.ilmas.  Some  of  ilie  crew  weie  killed.  A  small 
sharp  seiiooner  ran  into  New  Cess,  early  in  October, 
took  on  board  200  slaves,  and  tn  six  hours  was  otF.  The 
British  btig  S.iraeen  was  alter  her.  A  lull  and  particu- 
lar account  ot  me  capture  of  ihe  noted  slaver  Gjbnella, 
la  iiiveii.  She  was  lakeii  bv  lite  B^tl^h  brig  of  war 
Acorn.  The  brig  Water  Witch  was  still  actively  cn- 
{.'aijed;  within  two  years  she  has  captured  sixteen  sla- 
vers, and  liberated '2,300  sla\es.  The  ship  Saluda,  from 
NoriblK,  arrived  at  Monrovia  on  the  lOih  Decoinber, 
-after  a  passage  of  tifty-ihree  days, 

Co.vsuL.  The*president  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
co:jmsed  L  mis  t;.  Kirnous,  c  Misul  ot  the  republic  of 
-Me.xico  tor  ilie  port  of  New  York.  Sealed  March  2lI. 

Flouida.  The  senate  has  passed  resolutions  that  the 
legislature  was  never  invesed  with  auihurny  to  pledge 
the  fattli  of  the  tcrriiury  lo  raise  monby  tor  any  bank, 
rail  road,or  otiier  corpora'ion;  and  all  pledi^es  of  the 
public  faiih  so  granted,  and  laivs  made  to  su.stairi  tin  le- 
by  a  levy  of  taxes  on  ci.iizetis  are  null  and  void,  afj  iiuiio. 

i>ji«s  of  Fell.  9ih  and  12ih  inform  that  Col.  Worth  was 
scouimg  the  v\lijle  country. 

Ice.  Sales  of  the  exports  of  ice  from  the  vicinity  of 
Boston  are  estimated  by  the  Alias  at  SCOO.O.iO  anniiiilly. 
'I'nc  experiment  is  to  be  tried  of  brinyiiii;  cotton  Irom 
Bombay  in  exchange  for  it. 

Iijj.\ois.  The  hall  of  the  legislaiive  council  of  iliis 
stale  wiis  desecraied  by  an  atrocious  assaS'-inaiion  on  the 
llihul:.  An  altercation  took  place  beiv\ceti  t\\'o  uf  its 
members  a  Mr.  C.  C.  P.  Ariidt  and  ,1.  R.  Vineyard 
wHuch  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  turmer  by  a  pistol 
shot. 

Indiana.  The  legislature  has  adjourned  without  adopt- 
ing auequate  measures  lo  meet  the  liabiliiies  of  the  state- 

Kentucky.  The  legislature  were  to  adjourn  on  Ihe 
S^ib  Feb.  by  a  resolution  p.issed  both  houses. 

'■  Washingljn,  senate  (■luimber,  Feb  IS,  1S42. 
To  the  honorable  t/ie  general  u.isemUy  of  Kentacky: 

"Wiieii  1  last  haiJ  ihe  honor  of  my  appoiutineiH  as  one 
ot  the  Uiiiied  Slates  senators  fro.n  Ke.itucky,  I  miiiiiat- 
e(J,in  my  letter  of  acceptance,  the  probability  of  my  not 
serving  oui  ilie  whole  term  olsix  years.  In  consequence 
of  there  h.iving  been  two  exini  sessions  of  coiigre.ss,  I 
have  already  attended,  sini!e  itiat  appointment  as  many 
sessions  of  coii_;re^s,  as  ordinarily  happen  during  a  sena- 
torial term,  without estimiiling  my  services  at  the  present 

6F-SS10I1. 

"I  have  for  several  years  desired  to  retire  into  private 
Lie,  but  Inive  been  hitherio  prevented  from  exeeutiiig 
.my  wish  liy  eonsideiatioiis  ol  public  duty.  I  should  | 
.^ave  resiijiicd  my  seat  in, the  senate,  at  ihe  conin 


of  Lucas  and  others,  against  McBlair  and  Cook  (thi 
state  lottery  cominisfioner.=)  and  others,  that  the  act  of 
assembly  1839.  oliap'er  3l.  cnnfirnied  by  that  of  IS40, 
chanter  261,  (o((;//i/  uliohslies  tlie  ^tile  lotleru  system,  and 
prohibits  the  drawing  of  Sihemes  or  dealing  in  tickets  in  the 
state  lotteries  or  in  any  foreign  latlerie.:  whateoer.  The 
elfeei  of  the  coiistitiiiioinl  pruhJiition  being  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court  lo  repeal,  wiih  refeieoce  to  such  lotteiies,  the 
act  of  1831,  chapter  79,  under  which  alone  contracts  for 
suite  lotteries  or  licenses  to  vend  foreign  lottery  ticket: 
could  before  have  been  made.  In  this  dicision,  the  court 
are  said  to  have  been  unanimous. 

In  the  case  ot  the  same  appellants  vs.  the  stale  comi 
sioners,  involving  the  continuing  eX'S'ence  of  the  tc 
hall  loitenes,  the  eoint  (chief  justice  Buchanan  and  judge 
.'ircher  dis.seiiiiii!r)  decided  that  the  grant  for  these  lolte 
ries  was  also  at  an  end,  and  it  la  supposed  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  to  bee  nisidered  as  executed  altoge- 
ther. No  opinion  has  as  yet  been  tiled. 

The  lotteries  drawn  under  ilie  name  of  consolidated 
lotteries  (vvhicli  are  private  grants)  are  not  affected  by 
these  decision's,  and  will  ilieref  ire  coniiiiue  to  be  drawn 
under  the  auih  rity  of  the  stole  coniinissioners.  When 
these  private  grants  are  exhausted,  the  dnuviaig  of  lotte- 
ries, or  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  in  Maryland  will  cease 
to  be  lawful.  [Patriot  of  3d. 

It  is  decided  iliat  all  bank  stock  in  the  hands  ot  stock- 
holders, is  fable  to  taxation;  and  that  the  foreign  or  non- 
resident siockiiolder  is  liable  precisely  as  the  resident. 
The  levying  a  tax,  upon  the  siock,  however,  exempts  all 
bank  properly.  This  decision  is  applicable  to  all  banks 
included  in  the  act  of  1821,  and  those  subsequendy  char- 
tered. 

The  Susquehanna  rail  road,  it  is  decided,  by  its  char- 
ter enjoys  its  stock  and  properly  bodi  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion. 

The  property  of  the  Baltimore,  Wilmington  and  Phila- 
deljiliia  rail  road,  wilhin  the  slate  of  Maryland,  it  is  de- 
cided is  liable  to  laxaiiijii,  hut  the  stock  is  exempt. 

literary  and  •charitable  institu- 
b^)t  from  taxation.  [Sun. 


The    property  of  all 
lions,  it  is  decided  is  exi 


MJRVI..1.ND  Slaverv.  a  bill  modified  upon  the  basis 
of  the  propositions  ot  the  late  slaveholders  convention 
has  passed  the  house  of  delegates.  It  awaits  Ihe  action 
of  the  senate.  A  remonstrance  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
nuie,  March  2.  by  T.  F.  Bond,  jr.  G.  C.  M.  Ro- 
berts and  R.  Emory,  commiHec,  and  a  strong  meinorial 
from  Cenireville  has  been  laid  before  the  public,  hostile 
!s  provisions.  On  March  2d,  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
denominations  and  parties  assembled  in  Baltimore, 
George  Williams  esq.  presidino,  and  entercd-inio  resolu- 
tions protesting  against  its  enactment. 

Resoluiinns  submitted  by  Mr.  Dennis,  on  the  18th 
of  Fehrnarv,  1S42,  and  passed  bv  both  houses: 

lie.'^ohedby  the  general  assembly  af  Marifland,  That  in 
the  opinion  of  the  general  asseinl.ly,  the  navy  of  tlieU. 
States  is  the  light  iirm  ol  our  national  dctence,  and  that 
the  utmost  vigilance  of  our  national  governnient  ought  to 
be  exercised  lo  give  it  ihe  most  vigorous  efficiency. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  ibis  gei.eral  assem- 
bly, that  congress  should  at  its  present  session  make 
ad'-quaie  provision  for  a  more  rapid  increase  of  our  iia 
val  force. 

Resolved,  That  the  exposed  condition  of  the  Chesa 
peake  bay,  ought  to  invite  the  earnest  and  immediate  at 


leniion  irf  cong 

for  lis  complete  defenc 

proieciioii  of  ihc  inieii 


■jricnt  of  the  present  session,  but  |. 
of  which  was  thill  tile  general  assembly  did  not  meet 
until  iieara  ino:i:h  alter  congress,  during  which  time  the 
stale  wo. lid  not  have  been  fully  represented,  or  my  site- 
ce-saor  would  have  had  only  the  unceriain  title  of  an  exe- 


inve  ap,i 
••The  110 


.hen,  I  think,  that,  with- 
t  the  public  servfe,  and 
iv.iiu  iiiruis,  which  have 
111  ol  liie  largest  part  of 
If  the  Roman  veteran 
yearns  service,  I,  who 


sultered  luucii  by    tln^  occupaii. 

my  hie  in  the  public  councils. 

liiid  title  to  di-^charge  alter  tliii 

have  served   a.  nmcli  lo  .ger  period,  may  justly  claim 

mine. 

••1  beg  leave  ilierefme,  lo  tender  to  the  general  asscm- 
blv,  and  do  now  hereby  tender,  niv  resignation  ol  the 
ofKce  which  1  hold  of  sunaior,  in  ilie  senme  of  the  U. 
Slates,  fiom  the  suite  ol  Kentucky,  to  lake  eflici  on  the 
3lsi  day  ..f  .Mureli,  H12;  and  1  request  that  ilic  general 
assembly  will  appoint  my  siicces--or  to  take  his  seat  on 
lb. It  day.  1  have  ti.\ed  thai  day  lo  all  iw  me  an  oppMr 
luiiiiy  of  assisimg  iniiic  completion  of  some  measures 
which  have  oeen  originated  by 


bly 


"1  cmbrae 


r  to  be,  &■■ 


asioii  to  offer  to  ilic  general  assem- 

iloiiiul  and  g.alefiil  aclinowlodginelli  I.T 

id  disimguu-iied  proof-,  by  v^ll.ell  1  have 

of  its  wiiriii  attaclimeni,  and  g'eiierous 

iig  a  long  series  of  years.    1  have  the 

HCLAY.'^ 

Louisville  Journal  contains  n  Iciter  lioin  Frank- 

foii,  (v>.  under  dale  of  '24111  ult.  whicli.says: 

To-morrow  is  tei  ajiart  by  both  houses  for  the  election 

^of  IJoittd  iSraies  semitor.     ,'^otiu' l,,ur  or  live  candidates 

'nrc spoken  ol;  unijii)j  ifieiii   I  hue  heaiil  ihe  iiuinc'  of 

Undiu'wooil.  tJalliouii,  Ueii  ll.irdm,  Critiemlen,  and  gov. 

'  Meiuulfif.    li  is.  very  cerniiii  ilmt  a  siroiiff  ellbii  is  mak- 

iiiK  lo  (.efcii  .M'.  l-"riiteiide  1.  who  i,  looked  upon  us  be- 

i.iii  the  niosi  ttromiucni  caiiijiiiaiu. 

Lotteries.    We  learn  from  Annapolis,  that  ilic  couri 
of  uppeuls  of  Maryland,  decided  yesterday,  tn  itie  ouet 


•gene  system  of  measures 
iperiously  required  for  the 
oiilvof  Maryland,  but  of 
I  the  whole  luiioii.pariieiilarlvir!  involving  the  saletv  of 
I  the  national  cipHol,  «i;li  us  e„sily  public  building.s  its 
invilmilile  arehives,  and  more  than  all,  the  hunorand 
dignity  ot  the  niitlon. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quesied,  to  cause  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
be  sent  to  each  of  ihe  scnal/irs  and  representatives  of 
this  stale  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid 
before  the  two  housesof  coneress. 

Navy.  A  nnvnl  general  couri  martial  assembled  at 
Baliimoreon  March  1st.  composed  of  the  following  of- 
ficers, viz;  commodore  .1.  13.  Nicholson.  pre.«/Vie«/:  cap. 
turns  W.  C.  Bol  on,  D.  Turner,  F.  II.  Gi(-;ory.  .1.  Mc- 
Keever,  E.  A.  F.  Lavulleiie,  S.  K.  S.riiigli.mi.  memhers; 
Ch.  II.  Winder,  e.sq.  of  Baltimore,  jn.lae  adco'-ate.  Re- 
siGNATio.-JS  William  Ciaiiey,  ;»/,v.>V,/  ^?nidsht//man;  and 
Charles  Waivs,midshipnian.  Arrot.\TMt.\TS.  Robert D. 
Decker,  master'.^  mote,  Robert  Wiiiiaker.  hoatfwain. 
[Armil^N.Chron. 

United  Stales  ship  Yorkiown,  Cap  Alilick,  arrived  at 
Mazailan  Dec.  15,  from  Monterey. 

Niiw  UAJirsIiiRE.  There  arc  four  enndidales  for  go- 
vernor ot  this  siiiiu.  The  abolitionists  liave  oik;  the 
wings  another  viz:  Eno.s  Stevens;  ihe  ri -alar  Van  Bu- 
renites  another,  viz.  Henry  llnbliard;  and  the  conserva- 
tive Van  Bulenitesanoihcr  Richard  H.  White. 

Oun).  The  whig  convention  at  Columbus  on  the  22nd 
G.iv  Vance  presiiling  iioininateU  Thomas  Corwin  for 
governor  of  the  stale. 

Pex.vsvlvania.  a  proposition  is  before  the  legisla- 
line  ol  ihis  stale  to  adjourn  on  the  2id  inst.  and  assem- 
ble again  in  extta  session  on  the  lo.h  of  .tune.  I'tiis  is 
reiiiteiod  necessary  by  the  delay  of  congress  in  passing 
a  liillhxiiijj  the  rutin  of  reprcsciiiatioii  in  the  house  oT 
s.  iito'ive-.     'I'lie  l.g.slaue    will  have  to   mcei 


111.' 


A  leijishilivu  eulnmiitte  ore  linesiigatinp  into  the 
contormny  ul  the  enorinoua  expondiiurcs  lor  the  Giinrd 
colleiie,  to  the  will  of  ihc  testator. 


U.  S.  hank.  Mr.  Duiilap  late  president  of  this  bank, 
bas.as  was  Mr'Jaiidon,  also  been  released  from  respon- 
sibilitv  under  the  criminal  process,  for  which  he  had  been 
held  to  bail. 

Resumptio.v.  Tndinm  resnmptinn  said  to  he  merely 
noniiioii,  takes  eflect  oo  .Tune  l-^:h  next;  Tennessee  Jan. 
1st  1843;  Louisiana  on  Sep.  30di  next;  Onio  (yesterday) 
4di  .March.  lo  Pennsylvania  ihe  two  houses  having  tail- 
ed in  adopiiiig  anyjoiiii  measures  have  referred  the  sub- 
ject for  the  p.eseiii  lo  a  coininittee  of  conference.  Ma- 
ryland has  not  yet  fixed  a  day.  Virginia  awaits  the  ac- 
tion of  her  neighbors. 

James  Riley  minister  from  Texas  pissed  through 
Maysiille  Ky.  for  Washington  Feb.  25ih. 

Sci'REiME  CJITRT — Maryland  vs.  Pennsylvania.  The 
case  which  grew  out  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Nathan  Bemis, 
ot  Cecil  county,  M  iryland,  who  seized  in  defiance  of 
the  lo;al  l.iws  of  Poniisylviinia,  a  certain  runaway  slave 
ill  that  stale,  and  vvlio  was  then  demanded  bv  the  go- 
vernor of  Peniisylvaiiia  from  the  governor  or  Maryland, 
(Veazi),  was  decided  on  March  1st.  The  demand  of 
Ihe  governor  ol  Pennsylviinia  was  complied  with  by  the 
gOveriior  of  .Maryland,  so  fur  as  the  entry  of  a  recogni- 
zance went — and  pro  forma  proceedings  were  instilui- 
ed  t.»r  the  purpos,'  i.'t  biinging  the  case  before  the  su- 
pieine  court  of  the  Uniied  Stiites.  The  name  of  Mr. 
rrigg  was  iiiiroduced  as  one  of  the  sureties  of  Bemis. 

Edward  Prigg,  plainntl'  in  error,  vs.  The  common- 
weultii  of  Peiinsylvania.  )n  error  to  tlie  supreme  court 
of  ihe  stale  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Justice  Story  deliver- 
ed ihe  opinion  of  this  court,  declaring  iliat  the  act  of  the 
common ivcaltb  of  Penn.-ylvania,  upon  which  the  iiulici- 
ment  in  the  ease  is  touiided,  is  repiignuni  lo  the  coiisii- 
tuiioii  and  laws  ol  ihe  United  Stales,  and  void;  thiit  the 
judgnieiil  ol  ihe  said  supreme  com  t  ought  to  have  been 
tliat  Edward  Prigg  was  not  guilty,  direciing  that  juUg- 
nieiit  be  entered  here  that  said  Prigg  is  not  guihy  m 
manner  and  form  as  is  charged  against  him  in  the 
iiidictinent,  and  that  he  go  thereot  quit  without  day, 
and  remaiiding  Ins  cause  to  said  supreme  court,  that 
such  proceedings  may  be  had  therein  as  to  law  and  jus- 
tice shall  apperiain. 

A  member  of  the  bar  has  furnished  the  Intelligencer 
the  following  more  pariicular  siatenient. 
'J'he  points  decided  by  a  inojority  of  the  court  were — 
1st.  That  the  provision  in  the  consiiulion  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  relative  to  fugitive  slaves  executes  itself  so  far 
as  to  authorise  the  owner  or  his  a:;eni  lo  seize  ihe  fugitive 
In  any  state  of  the  union,  as  properiy;  and  that  no  siate 
law  is  consiiiutional  winch  inicrleres  with  such  right. 

■2d.  That  this  provision  also  nontemplates  legislation 
by  congress,  lo  make  Ihe  deliveryof  a  lugiuve  slave  more 
efecinal  agaiiisl  all  slate  or  other  inierleienee. 

3d.  That  congress  liavnig  leiiislaied,  such  legislation  is 
Ihe  supreme  law  of  the  land,  excluding  all  slate  legisla- 
tion upon  the  same  subjtci;  and  with  which  leoislaiion 
by  co.igress,  no  siuie  can  pa^s  any  law  to  qualify,  im- 
pede, or  control  the  remedy  given  by  the  act  of  congress. 
4ih.  The  power  of  legi.il, i lion  by  congress  isexejusivc; 
and  no  state  con  pass  any  law  to  carry  into  eH'eci  the 
coiisinuiioiial  provision  in  regard  lo  fugitive  slaves,  even 
though  congress  had  not  legislated  upon  the  subject. 

5ih.  That  the  p.'ints  thus  decided  are  in  no  manner 
intended  to  intirlere  with  the  police  power  of  the  stales 
to  lake  Op  runaway  slaves,  and  guard  against  their  mis- 
conduct or  depredations. 
This  opinion  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Jusiice  Story. 
The  chief  justice  and  ,Mr.  Jiisiicc  Daniel  concurred  in    . 
the  opinion  mat  me  Peiin.sylvania  law  was  unconstitii- 
lional  and  void,  and  ihiit  no  stale  could  pass  any  law  to 
impair  or  impede  ilie  right  of  ihe   owiurs  of'tugiiive 
slaves,  as  conferred  by  the  coiistiiuiion  and  secured  by 
the  act  ot  congress;  but  iliey  held   that  the  stales  were 
compdeiil  to  legislate  wiih  a  view  lo  etfectuale  the  re- 
medy given  by  ihe  act  of  congress. 

Mr.  Jusiice  iUticuii  also  concurred  as  lo  the  uncon- 
sliiutionaiity  ol  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature. 
He  was  of  the  opinion  that  congress,  in  this  piirucular 
ca,-e,  had  a  right  to  confer  the  power  wiih  which  siate  ' 
oHicers  were  clothed  by  the  act  nf  1793,  and  held  that 
the  suites  were  coiiipeieni  lo  punish  inlractions  of  that 
net  by  the  ow  ners  ol  fugitive  slaves;  as  wfieii,  for  exam, 
pie.  ill;  slave  was  seized  and  carried  away  without  pro- 
curing the  certibcaieol  ihejudges  or  justices  of  the  peace 
which  n  leiiunes. 

Mr.  Justice  Baldwin  wns  of  opinion  that  tile  consiiiu- 
tionid  provision  r.  q.iiied  no  lejjislaiion,  but  execuied  it- 
sell;  and  thai  tliereioiv  the  aei  ol  coiigicts  and  the  Pcnn- 
syivaioii  law  were  both  unconstiiuiioual. 

.Mr.  Ju.-iicr  lloynr  cuocOrrcd  with  ihe  majority,  and, 
recapiiulaiiiig  the  points  decided,  iiilimaicd  an  inieiinoii 
oftihi  g  his  opinion  ot  length. 

'I'lii^  case  was  bioughi  up  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
Uiiiied  Stales  under  the  25th  .«cetinn  of  ihe  judiciarv  act 
ol  17S9,  and  ilie  provision  of  a  special  act  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania legisiaiiiie,  being  ihe  result  ol  .i  iiegotiiiiioii  be- 
tween Maryland  and  that  siine,  conducted  by  J.  Mere- 
dith, nq.  oseomniis-ioiicr  ot  Maivlanil. 

'llie  case  was  argued  bv  Messrs.  Meredith  ami  Nelson 
forilie  .stale  of  Mai  viand,  and  bv  Mr.  7/„mWy  and  the 
attorney  general  ol  Pennsylvania  lor  dial  stale. 

TuE  HON.  Martin  Van  Buben  ex-piesidenl  of  tlie  U. 
S.  orr.ved  at  Charli-siou,  S.  Con  Feb.  '27. 


U.  S,  .StN-.Al..R.       M,1 

H.  hu-  Ijcen  appointc 
U.  Stiiles  senate,  too( 
signBiion  of  the  hon.  Franklin  Pierce. 


L-o-^riv,!  W:icox.ofOsrir'l.  \ 
by  Gov.  P.i^e  a  seiinior  i.,  the 
upy  .'.be_si-at   vacated  by  the  to- 
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FOKBIGN    ARTICI^ES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  ship  Tarolinta,  Smith,  from  Liverpool,  has  ar- 
rived, having   sailed  on  the  24th  January,  but  br.ngs 


with  a  downward  tendency. 

The  money  market  was  in  a  very  tinseUled  state, 
and  consols  had  been  on  the  decline. 

Corn  had  improved  considerably. 

The  young  Prince  of  Wales  was  to  be  christened 
on  the  25th,  and  great  preparations  were  making 
therefor.  Five  of  the  most  splendid  steamboats  in 
England  had  been  sent  to  the  continent  to  bring 
over  the  kings  of  Prussia  and  Belgium  to  attend 
the  christening.  They  arrived  in  England  on  the 
24th  ult. 

It  v/a.s  not  e.'cpected  that  the  lories  would  retain 
power  over  six  months. 

Heavy  gales  were  experienced  by  the  Tarolinta  on 
the  26th  and  27th  of  January. 

Liverpool  cottomnarket,  Jftmiary  15.  The  transac- 
tions this  week  in  cotton  have  been  rather  limited, 
and  the  market  generally  has  assumed  a  less  active 
appearance,  which,  together  with  a  more  eager  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  importers  to  sell,  prices  are 
scarcely  supported,  especially  for  the  better  qualities 
of  new  Uplands  and  Orleans,  which  in  several  in- 
stances have  been  sold  at  1-8  per  lb.  decline. 

Januai-y  2(J.  Our  cotton  market  is  very  dull,  and 
prices  arc  l-8d.  per  pound  lower  this   week.     There 


We  trust  that  It.  DeC.  will  meet  that  reward  to 
which  his  bravery,  in  this  instance,  so  well  entitles 
him. 

The  cause  of  the  fight  alluded  to  above,  was  that 
the  brig  Jane  &  Sarah,  whilst  lying  at  Sapote,  in  com- 
pany with  the  sloop  Little  William,  was,  on  the  6th 
ultimo,  boarded  by  gen.  Carmona's  squadron,  both 
vessels  plundered  to  a  large  amount  of  goods  and  spe- 
cie, crew  imprisoned  and  col.  Gregg  and  three  other 
passengers  of  the  Jane  and  Sarah  shot. 

[Bermuda  Royal  Gazette. 


OX  THE  STE.\M  N.IVIGATION  OF 
GREAT   BRITAIN. 


SOUTH  AMERICA. 

H.  B.  M.  schooner  Hornet,  at  Jamaica  from  Cha- 
gres,  brings  accounts  of  a  great  battle  between  the 
Bolivians  under  General  Bolivian,  and  the  Peruvians 
under  General  Gamara,  which  was  won  by  the  for- 
mer. 

The  battle,  it  is  said,  lasted  only  30  minutes,  yet 
there  were  killed,  wounded  or  taken  prisoners,  of 
the  Peruvians,  about  3,000  men,  out  of  an  army  of 
4.000;  while  the  loss  of  the-  Bolivians,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  was  only  150.  The  Bolivian  force  amount- 
ed to  7,000  men.  During  the  action,  the  president 
of  Peru,  Gen.  Gamarra,  was  shot. 

Gen.  Gamarra,  our  readers   may  remember,  had 

proceeded  to  Bolivia  to  suppress  a  movement  there  in    _ _ 

favor  of  Gen.  Santa  Cruz.  ^  ,,     ,  m  England  is  increasing  in  an  extraordinary  manner 

[Aco  iork.lmer.  ofMmch  10.        ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  communication   with  every  part  of  the 

The  French  brig  Marabout,  which  was  detained  by  „.orld.  On  March  20,  1840,  a  contract  was  entered 
the  British  corvette  Rose,  on  suspicion  of  being  about  i,^t„  between  the  government  and  Royal  Mail  Steam 
to  engage  in  the  slave  trade  was  declared  by  the  roy-  ^'avigation  company,  bv  which  the  latter  engaged  to 
al  tribunal  of  Cayenne  an  unlawful  prize,  and  the  organize  a  line  of  steam  packets  between  England 
captors  mulcted  in  damages  to  the  amount  of  250,000  ^nd  j^e  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  less  than  20  months  from 
francs.  the  signing  of  the  contract  the  running  of  these  ves- 

Advicesfrom  Valparaiso  to  the  30th  November,  sols  has  commenced, 
state  that  gen.  Gamarra,  president  of  Peru,  had  pen-  rpj^^  conditions  imposed  on  the  company  were  that 
etrated  into  the  republic  of  Bolivia,  in  order  to  sup-  ^^^^  should  build  14  large  steamers,  each  of  400  horse 
press  a  movement  there  in  favor  of  ex-president  pfmer,  and  capable  of  carrying  the  heavy  artillery 
Santa  Cruz.  Gen.  Bolivian,  the  acting  president  of  |-,^„  j^  uj,j,  ,^||  these  vesse'ls  were  to  be  completely 
Bolivia,  therefore  declared. war  against  Peru,  and,  r„„„d  in  every  respect.  From  the  time  the  company- 
according  to  the  last  accounts,  Gamarra  would  be  should  be  prepared  to  commence  the  running  of  these 
compelled  to  retire.  [JV".  F.  .4mmca;i.        vessels,  they  were   to  despatch,   at  equal  intervals, 

Carthiges-a.     H.  M.  B.   Pilot,  com.  Ramsey,    it   twice  in  a  month  a  steaujer  which  should  first  carry 
will  be  seen  by  our  shipping  list,  arrived  here  on  Fri-  I  ^'e  mail  to  the  island  of  Barbadqes,  and  from  thence 
day  last,  from  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes.     She  brought 
some  highly    interestin  '         '^--" 


from  Carthagena- 
less  than  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Cartha- 
genian  fleet  by  H.  M.  Brig.  Charybdis,  lieut.  M. 
DeCourcy,  commander.  We  cannot  find  that  the  Pi. 
lot  has  brought  a  single  newspaper  giving  the  parti- 
culars of  the  action;  we  therefore  are  compelled  to 
resort  to  oral  information,  though  we  have  no  doubt 
of  its  correctness.  The  particulars,  so  far  as  we  can 
ascertain,  are,  that  a  colonel  Gregg,  and  some  other 
British  subjects,  either  for  some  real  or  imaginary 
offence,  were  incarcerated  by  the  Carthagenian  gov- 
ernment. The  colonel  having  applied  to  the  British 
consul  resident  there,  lor  protection,  that  functionary 
interested  himself  on  his  behalf  but  his  intercession 
proving  unsuccessful,  he  communicated  the  particu 


is  a  little  more  doing  in  Sea   Islands,  and   prices  are    \^^^  ,g  ,|j,yt.  DeCourc'y,  of  H.  M.  B.  Charybdis,  then 
nominally  without  alteration,  at  id.  to  Id.jer  pound  ;  ^^^  4,,^  neighborhood;  Lt.  DeC.  despatched  an  officer 

with  a  letter  to    the  commodore  of  the  squadron,  at 


advance  on  the  last  public  sale  of  24lh  December. 
Brazils  and  Egyptains  remain  dull,  but  in  prices  no 
change  to  notice. 

LATER. 
The  ship  l'"utaw.  Captain  Rockctt,  arrived  at  New- 
York  on  Sunday  night  from  Liverpool,  whence  she 
sailed  January  25th.  She  confirms  all  that  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Tarolinta  said  about  the  repairing  and  re- 
fitting of  the  steam  ship  Caledonia,  and  that  she  was 
ready  for  sea  on  the  25th  of  January ,'aiid  was  adver- 
tised to  leave  on  that  d-ay. 

.  It  was  the  current  report  in  Liverpool,  that  Lord 
Ashburton  would  leave  England  in  the  Caledonia.— 
Cotton  had  declined,  and  was  expected  to  go  lower 
every  day. 

The  Eutaw  brings  139  steerage  passengers;  and  3 
pa.ssengers  died  on  the  passage,  from  some  malignant 
disease,  as  it  is  supposed. 

When  Captain  Rockctt  died,  there  were  over  30 
of  the  passengers  lying/langerously  sick  below;  and 
those  on  deck  looked  more  like  dying  than  living 
persons.  The  disease  that  has  att-ackcd  them,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  very  singular  one;  the  mate  says  that 
some  of  them  died  in  a  i<iw  minutes  after  they  were 
taken;  they  dropped  down  on  the  deck  and  died  di- 
rectly, without  any  premonitorv  symptoms. 

[.V.  y.  Herald. 
FRANCE. 
The  Frencli  corvette  La  BriUiante  arrived  at  Pen- 
sacola  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  lOtli  ult.  The  custo- 
mary civilities  were  interchanged  between  the  olli- 
cers  of  the  corvette,  the  U.  S.  naval  officers  on  the 
station  and  the  civil  authorities. 

Jirrivat  of  tlie  Jlmislad  Jifncans  at  Sierra  Leone.  Ac- 
counts have  been  received  at  Salem,  that  the  barque 
Gentleman,  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  in  January,  hav 
ing  on  hoard  the  Araistad- Africans.    ,        ,  ,      . 
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to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  the  company  were  bound 
to  take  measures  for  the  landing  and  receiving  mails 
at  all  the  different  points  at  which  they  were  to  touch, 
1  an  interval  of  not  exceeding  22  days  (except)  in 
ase  of  accident)  from  their  arrival  at  Barbadoes  to 
their  departure  from  Samana,  in  the  island  of  Hayti,. 
on  their  return  to  Europe. 

The  government,  on  its  part,  engaged  to  pay  to  the 
company  an  annual  sum  of  ^240,000,  payable,  in 
equal  proportions,  every  quarter. 

Not  twenty  months  have  elapsed  since  this  con- 
tract was  signed  and  already  eight  of  those  stupen- 
dous vessels,  ready  for  sea,  have  assembled  at  South- 
ampton, which  is  to  be  their  point  cT  departure. 
These  vessels  are  said  to  be  magnificent;  and  in  the 
trial  to  which  they  have  been  submitted  have  shown 
their  amazing  powers,  none  of  them  performing 
less  than  twelve  knots  an  hour,  and  one  of  them,  the 
Clyde,  15.  The  remaining  six  vessels  will  be  at 
Southampton  by  the  15th  January.  One  of  these 
fine  vessels  started  last  week  for  her  voyage,  and 
will  be  the  first  vessel  that  has  made  the  run  be- 
tween Europe  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  steam 
power  alone.     Others  will  follow  in  regular  succes- 

This  activity  does  honor  to  the  directors  of  the 
company;  but  it  is  not  only  to  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica that  the  English  direct  their  attention.  In  the 
other  hemisphere  they  evince  no  less  strenuous  efforts 
to  unite  their  Indian  possessions  with  England  by 
means  of  rapid  and  regular  communications.  The  port 
ofBombay  has  become  one  of  the  most  important  points 
of  the  globe  for  steam  navigation.  Her  steamers  re- 
gularly ply  to  the  mouths  of  the  Indus,  the  Persian 
Gulf,  the  Red  Sea,  and  Suez,  where  they  every 
month  transport  the  correspondence  from  India, 
China  and  the  Indian  .Archipelago,  carrying  back  in 
exchange  the  correspondence  of  Europe  with  Asia. 
The  last  courier  which  came  by  that  route  was  the 
bearer  of  no  less  than  50,000  letters  for  Europe. — 
This  is  not  all.  The  presidencies  of  Calcutta  and 
Madras  would  also  have  their  communication  with 
the  mother  country,  without  being  compelled  to 
make  use   of  the  Bombay  line;  and  have,  therefore, 


anchor  in  the  port  demanding  the  release  of  col.  Gregg 

and  the  other   British  subjects.     This  letter,  because 

it  was  not  w  ritten  in  Spanish,  was  treated  with  con- 
tempt, and  the  bearer  with  much  hauteur.     On  the 

officer's  return  to  the  Charybdis,  and  reporting  these 

circumstances  to  his  commander,  lieut.  DcC.  imme- 
diately entered  the  port,    and  when  proceeding  to  an 

anchorage,  he  was    fired  into   by  the   commodore's 

vessel — a  corvette — and  the  forestay  of  the  Charybd' 

shot  away.     Lt.  DeCourcy  then   took  up  a  posilioi 

and  however  desperate  such  a  proceeding  may  have 

appeared   on  his  part,   in  so  small  vessel,   against  so 

apparently  overwhelming  a  force,  he  did  not  overrate 

the  bravery  of  his  little   band,   for  after  a  short  fight 

the  corviitte  surrendered — the  commodore  and  twen- 
ty-five of  his  men  having  been    killed.     A  brig  and 

three  schooners,    that  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 

corvette,  were  attacked  in  turn  by  the  Charybdis;  in 

five  minutes  after  the  C.  brought  her  guns  to  bearon 

the  brig,  she  was  sunk,  and  the  schooners  soon  after 

surrendered  ! 

The  Charybdis,  carries  but  3  guns,  one  long  one 
amidships,  and  two  earronailes,  and  her  fuJI  comple- 
ment of  officers  and  men  is  but  fifty-five. 

Whatever  offence  the  Carthagenian  government 
had  received  from  colonel  Gregg,  (who  it  appears  '  established  a  separate  line  of  steamers,  which,  from 
was  shot  immediately  after  lieut.  Courcy's  appliea-  ;  January,  will  run  to  Suez,  touching  at  Ceylon,  Mad- 
tion  for  his  release  was  made)  and  the  other  British  )  ras  and  Calcutta  to  take  and  carry  passengers  from 
subjects  whom  they  had  imprisoned,  and  however  in-  ]  and  to  those  difierent  ports.  Four  steamers,  of  500 
foriiial  the  consul's  proceedings  may  prove  to  have  1  horse  power  each  are  already  ready  for  this  service, 
been  nothin'r  could  justify  the  contempt  offered  to  In  the  meantime  every  exerlionis  making  at  Bengal 
lieut  DeCourcy 's  application,  by  the  commodore,  |  for  the  extension  of  steam  navigation  on  the  magnifi- 
who  poor  man,  paid  dearly  for  his  temerity.  We  ;  cent  river  Ganges;  in  a  short  time  the  voyage  from 
are  told  that  lieut.  DeCourcy  intends  to  remain  at  Calcutta  to  Benares,  which  cost  the  unfortunate  Jac- 
Carthaeena,  with  hi*  prizes  li)I  he  hears  from  the  ad-j  iquement  so  much  labor  and  time,  will  be  performed 
miral  on  the  subject  of  their  capture,  fcc. ■.■■r,  ,  :  as.casily  as  the  voyage  from  Pans  to  Havre. 
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Steam  navigation  will  shortly  establish  rcpular 
communication  between  the  different  points  of  the 
magnificent  empire  which  the  genius  of  England  has 
founded  in  the  South  sea.  A  •steamer  has  already 
commenced  running  between  Sydney,  Port  Philip 
and  Van  Dienien's  Land.  It  is  announced  that  other 
Tessels  will  scon  arrive  to  form  a  rapid  communica- 
tion with  all  those  points  by  which  England  has  at- 
tached the  great  continents  of  New  Holland,  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  Norfolk  Islands,  and  the  island  of 
New  Zealand.  It  is  talked  of,  and  it  is  an  idea  which 
will  be  eventually  realised,  of  establishing  a  regular 
line  of  steam  packets  between  Sydney  and  Ceylon,  or 
Calcutta— that  is  to  say,  to  place  New  Holland  at  a 
distance  of  from  70  to  80  days'  run  from  Europe, 
■whilst  hitherto  the  voyage  from  the  coast  of  Europe 
to  that  antipodean  continent  has  seldom  been  less 
than  from  five  to  six  months. 

When  we  witness  such  marvellous  results  as  these 
of  the  genius  of  England,  we  cannot  avoid  making 
pamful  reflections  as  to  our  own  country.  Where 
are  our  transatlantic  steam  vessels!  When  will  they 
be  ready  to  commence  their  voyages?  Arc  the  great 
sacrifices  offered  by  the  government  in  promotion  of 
this  affair  to  be  for  ever  without  result?  It  is  scarce- 
ly credible,  that  the  gratuitous  gift  of  steamers,  and 
the  formal  promise  of  an  allowance  of  more  than  a 
million  of  francs  annually,  has  not  yet  induced  the 
people  of  Havre,  our  first  port,  and  within  fifty  lea- 
gues of  the  capital  to  form  a  company  for  the  service 
of  the  line  to  New  York.  [Journal  des  Debates. 


MISCELI-VNEOt'S 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BT  AND  WITH  THE  .ADVICE  AND  CO^JSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Joseph  G.  Cogswell,  of  New  York,  to  be  secreta- 
ry to  the  legation  of  the  United  Slates  at  Madrid. 

Archibald  Randall,  judge  of  the  L'nited  Statee  for 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  Hunter,  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  (re-appointed.) 

George  J.  S.Walker,  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  Alabama,  in  the  place  of 
George  W.  Gayle,  whose  commission  has  expired. 

ANOTHER  McLEOD  CASE. 

Considerable  excitement  prevailed  among  our  citi- 
zens yesterday,  in  consequence  of  the  arrest  of  J. 
Sheridan  Hogan,  one  of  her  majesty's  Canadian  sub- 
jects, on  suspicion  of  having  been  one  of  the  party 
who  were  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline. 
Hogan  passed  through  this  place,  a  few  days  since, 
on  his  way  to  Rochester,  and  on  his  return  last  .Mon- 
day, information  having  been  received  that  he  was 
engaged  in  the  Schlosser  outrage,  he  was  arrested,  at 
a  late  hour  in  the  night,  and  committed  to  jail  for 
examination.  Yesterday  afternoon  he  was  brought 
up  before  Justice  Leonard,  with  Lot  Clark  and  H. 
Gardner,  esqs.  for  counsel,  district  attorney  Wood 
acting  for  the  people — the  court  room  being  crowd- 
ed almost  to  suflbcation  with  anxious  spectators.  A 
motion  to  discharge  the  prisoner,  on  the  ground  of 
informality  in  the  warrant  of  arrest,  was  ably  argu- 
ed till  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon,  when,  the  legali- 
ty of  the  warrant  being  sustained,  the  court  adjourn- 
ed till  to-day  ot  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Before  the  examination  was  resumed  this  morning, 
the  prisoner  was  taken  out  of  the  h;inds  of  the  ma- 
gistrate, and  carried  bejore  judge  Rmisum,  [a  slate 
judge,]  by  whom  he  was  set  free,  on  the  ground  of  in- 
svfftciency  of  the  warrant  nf  arrest,  notwithstanding 
there  was  sutficienl  evidence,  as  we  are  informed  on 
the  best  of  authority,  to  have  detained  him  for  trial, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  defect  in  the  warrant. 

[^"iagara  (Lockpori)  Courier  of  3d  insl. 

TARIFF. 

The  Savannah  Georgian  holds  this  language — Pro- 
(ec(io)i.  A  state  of  feeling  is  growing  up  in  the  south 
upon  this  subject,  very  ditrererit  from  that  existing 
ten  years  ago.  It  is  natural  that  it  should  be  so,  when 
it  is  but  too  evident  that  our  interests  lead  us  to  such 
a  change.  Free  trade  with  all  its  beauties  has  brought 
■with  It  few  or  no  benefits,  but  rather  a  train  of  ca- 
lamities, and  we  find  the  whole  south  laboring  under 
a  complete  prostration  of  prosperity.  We  do  not 
hesitate  now  to  say  that  the  cause  may  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  we  do  not  live  sufficiently  within  our- 
selves. Wc  do  not  encourage  home  manufacturers,  and 
therefore  task  all  our  energies,  and  Iheiii  in  vain,  to 
pay  for  those  things  of  which  the  main  part  could  be 
produced  amongst  ourselves. 

Labor  is  misapplied;  we  produce  more  of  our  sta- 
ple than  is  wanted,  and  we  have  not  yet  learned  to 
distribute  our  force  upon  those  objecls  which  would 
prove  most  iirofilable.  To  enable  us  to  do  this,  it  is 
necessary  to  erect  some  barrier  to  keep  foreign  com- 
petition from  interfering  with  ns  and   raodering  our 


efforts  fruitless  by  driving  us  from  our  own  markets. 
7"/iis  mtist  be  by  protection..  We  shall  then  produce, 
and  manufacture  and  consume  ourown  products,  and 
not  be  thrown  entirely  into  idleness  by  tlie  great  glut 
of  any  one  article,  as  is  now  the  case.  Cotton  is  a 
drug,  and  at  a  low  price,  and  till  we  can  turn  our 
hands  to  something  else,  we  must  continue  to  lan- 
guish. Even  this  article  requires  a  protection,  and 
our  assertion  last  summer,  that  with  the  reduction  of 
the  duty  by  the  compromise  act  to  90  per  cent,  the 
East  Indies  would  meet  us  in  our  own  market,  is 
nearer  being  realized  than  we  expected. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Washington  cor- 
respondent of  the  Charleston  Courier,  is  the  proof, 
and  must  wake  up  the  south  to  her  peculiar  position. 
•'We  learn  that  large  orders  have  been  sent  I^rom  Bos- 
ton and  Salem  to  the  East  Indies  for  cotton,  during  the 
last  month!  The  increasing  products  of  cotton  in  the 
British  East  Indies  will  soon  attract  tlio  itiention  of 
our  southern  producers,  and  a  tariff  of  protection 
must  be  resorted  to  by  them." 

We  suspect  there  may  be  some  doubts  as  to  those 


Secretaries — Col.  Wm.  Davis,  of  Plymouth;  Joseph 
Pratt,  esq.  of  Carver. 

It  was  then  voted  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  report  resolutions  for  the 
consideration  of  the  meeting;  and  hon.  Q.  W.  Wes- 
ton of  Uiixbury,  Col.  William  Davis,  of  Plymouth, 
William  James,  esq.  of  Scituate,  Dr.  Winslow  War- 
ren, of  Plymouth,  and  Amasa  Holmes,  esq.  of  Ply- 
mouth, were  appointed.  The  committee  subsequent- 
ly reported,  by  Col.  Davis,  the  following: 

Whereas,  the  right  of  petitioning  government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  is  expressly  guaranteed  in  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  is  one  which 
should  ever  be  held  sacred  and  inviolate  by  a  free 
people; 

.ind  ichmas,  it  is  declared  in  '!;c  Declaration  of 
Independency  fho'._  V.-^,enever  any  form  of  govern- 
P'tnl  uecomes  destructive  of  the  great  ends  for  which 
it  was  instituted,  '-it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  al- 
ter or  abolish  it,  and  institute  a  new  government; 

And  whereas,  it  is  provided  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  that  congress  shall  have  the  power 


orders  while  cotton   is  so  low  at  home,   but  the  least    of  proposing  amendments  to  the  constitution 


advance  in  owr  prices,  we  are  certain  would  ■brin;,, 
large  imports  from  abroad,  if  in  July  next  the  com- 
promise act  goes  into  operation  and  reduces  the  duty 
to  20  per  cent.,  instead  of  three  cents  per  pound. 

SHEEP— THEIR  VALUE. 
We  copy  the  following  article  from  the  Western 
Shepherd,  a  pamphlet  from  the  pen  of  George  Flow- 
er, esq.  a  native  of  England,  but  who  has  resided  in 
the  west  for  the  last  20  years.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  citizens  now  living  in  the  great  west. 
When  he  came  to  this  country  many  years  ago  he 
brought  letters  to  President  Jefferson  and  resided 
with  him  for  some  time,  and  from  that  time  to  this, 
has  associated  with  the  most  intellectual  men  in  the 
republic.     Hear  what  he  says,  upon    the  raisini 


Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to 
ask  congress  to  dissolve  the  union  of  these  states,  and 
that  our  venerable  representative,  John  Qnincy .'idana, 
in  presenting  to  congress  a  petition  for  this  purpose 
from  Haverhill,  in  this  state,  has  proved  his  unyield- 
ing devotion  to  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  government — the  right  of  the  people  to  be  heard 
by  their  representatives — and  that  his  bold,  noble  and 
triumphant  defence  of  that  right,  amid  insult,  abuse, 
and  obloquy,  has  given  him  new  claims  to  the  grati- 
tude and  support  of  his  constituents. 

Resolved,  That  fierce  denunciations  of  Mr.  .Woiiisfor 
presenting  the  petition  from  Haverhill,  come  with  ill 
grace  from  those  who  have  repeatedly  and  habitually 
threatened  the  dissolution  of  the  union;  and  that  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  treason  at  the  north,  and 
wool,  to  the  people  of  Illinois,  of  which  state  he  is  j  not  at  the  south,  "to  calculate  its  value." 
an  inhabitant.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  Resolved,  That  the  successive  rules  adopted  by  con- 
whole  of  our  western  states  and  territories.  gress,  denying  the  right  of  petition,  commonly  called 
[Phil.  Sentinel.  gag-laws,  are  palpable  violations  of  the  constitution, 
"Wool  has  enriched  every  people  that  have  grown  and  most  dangerous  in  their  tendency;  and  that  the 
it;  and  the  nations  that  have  established  and  protect-  |  thanks  of  the  people  are  due  to  Mr.  Jdams  for  the 
ed  the  manufacture  of  wool,  have  increased,  in  |  earnestness  and  vigor  with  which  he  has  uniform- 
wealth  and  power,  beyond  all  others.  In  18.11  the  j  ly  protested  against  these  outrages  upon  their  inalieii- 
art  of  weaving  woollen  cloth  was  brought  from  Flan-    able  rights. 

dei-s  into  England,  by  John  Kemp,  to  whom  the  king  Resolved,  That  we  are  ardently  and  devotedly  at- 
[Edward]  granted  his  protection,  and  at  the  same 'tached  to  the  union;  and  that,  in  our  deliberate  opi- 
time  invited  over  fullers  and  dyers.  The  great  and  I  nion,  the  unwise  course  pursued  by  the  south  in  de- 
brilliant  victories,  so  conspicuous  in  the  reign  of  the  ;  nying  the  right  of  petition,  suppressing  the  liberty  of 
third  Edward,  achieved  by  an  enormous  sacrifice  of  speech  and  the  press,  violating  the  privileges  of  the 
human  life,  and  waste  of  national  treasure,  and  ap-  '  post  office,  illegally  seizing  and  imprisoning  northern 
plauded  by  shouts  of  glory,  were  productive  of  trif-  |  citizens,  and  in  other  aggressions  of  a  similar  na- 
ling  results  compared  with  those  which  followed  the  :  ture,  has  done  more  to  alienate  the  different  sections 
introduction  of  the  woollen  manufactory  &y  a  small  of  the  country,  to  strengthen  the  ranks  of  abolition- 
number  of  humble  Flemings.  This  single  art,  wise-  i  ism,  and  to  excite  the  fears  of  the  north  as  to  tlie  in- 
ly fostered  by  the  government,  has  carried  Great  i  fluences  of  their  peculiar  institutions,  than  all  other 
Britain  to  the  highest  pitch  of  wealth  and  power. —  !  causes  combined. 

The  woollen  fabrics  are  the  great  staples  of  her  com-  j  Resolved,  That  we  have  no  disposition  to  interfere 
merce,  which  she  exchanges,  to  such  great  advan- 1  with  southern  institutions,  but  seek  only  to  be  pro- 
tage,  for  the  raw  material  of  other  countries.  By  j  tected  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  the  un- 
the  perfection  and  extent  of  this  art,  alone,  she  ,  ion  and  of  our  rights  under  the  constitution;  and 
places  all  nations  under  tribute.  The  French  have  [  that  experience  fully  shows  that  the  security  of  every 
acquired  great  wealth  by  the  growth  and  manufac- I  citizen  in  these  rights  and  privileges  is' the  only 
ture  of  wool.  Genoa  and  Venice  were  long  enrich-  course  that  can  preserve  the  quiet  and  hai'mony  of  the 
ed  by   its  manufacture.     The  expenses  of  the  royal   country. 

family  of  Spain  were  long  sustained  by  the  revenue  Resolved,  That  the  north  has  nothing  to  hope  from 
aflbrded  by  their  fine  woolled  flocks.  Shall  this  cer-  continued  concessions  to  the  demands  of  the  south; 
tain  and  almost  universal  source  of  wealth  be  longer  that  we  heartily  approve  Uic  stand  taken  in  congress 
glected  by  us?     What   are    our  capacities  for  the    by  .Mr.  .Jdums  in  defence  of  northern    interests  and 


growth  of  wool?  What  our  situation  for  its  manu- 
facture? The  peculiar  wealth  of  Illinois  is  found  in 
her  prairie  lands — full  fifteen  millions  of  acres,  is 
already  cleared  of  timber  and  covered  with  rich  and 
succulent  grass.  Every  acre  of  this  land  would  if 
timbered,  cost  at  least  ten  dollars  to  clear  it.  This 
grand  expanse  which,  in  timbered  states,*must  be 
purchased  at  the  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil 


rights;  and  that,  in  all  constitutional  efforts  which  he 
may  make  to  protect  those  rights  and  interests,  we 
pledge  him  here,  on  the  Rock  of  Plymouth,  our  sym- 
palhy  and  support. 

An  animated  and  interesting  debate  upon  the  reso- 
lutions ensued,  in  which  many  participated.  At  one 
o'clock  the  convention  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at 
two  P.  M.  at  the  first  church,  where  the  debate  was 


lions  of  dollars  worth  of  labor,  is,  with  us,  by  nature,  resumed.  It  was  then  voted  that  the  question  upon 
prepared  for  tillage,  and  clothed  with  grass,  inviting  j  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  be  taken  separate- 
flocks  and  herds.  A  great  portion  of  these  prairies  ly  on  each  resolution,  and  Uiey  were  tiiiaiiimuiis?!/ 
are  dry  and  undulating;  well  suileil  fur  sheep.  \  adopted. 

Voted,  That  these  proceedings  be  transmitted  to 


.MEETING  IN  MR.  ADA.MS'  DISTRICT. 

A  very  large  meeting  of  the  people  of  Mr.  Adams' 
district  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall  in  Plymouth.— 
The  house  was  filled  to  overflowing.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  Col.  John  B.  Tliomas,  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Hon.  Isaac  L.  //r(/;;-c,  of  Plymouth,  hon.  Gersham  B. 
U'cslon,  of  Diixbnry,  and  Mr.  Etenzar  Sherman,  of 
Carver,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a  list 
of  oflicers  for  the  meeting.  The  committee  reported 
aa  follows: 

For  president— Hon.  Selh  Sprugue,  of  Duxbiiry. 

Vice  presidents— Ur.  James  Th.Uchcr,  of  Plymouth; 
Col.  John  Thomas,  of  Kingston;  Dr.  Jhnariah  'Preston, 
of  Plymouth. 


Mr.  .Idams  and  the  other  members  of  the  .Massachu- 
■selts  delegation  in  Congress,  and  be  otfered  lor  pub- 
lication in  the  papers  of  this  district. 

SETH  SPRAGUE,  Prcndenl. 

James  Thatcher,  i 

John  Thomas,     ,    >  Vice-Presidents. 

A.  Preston,  i 

William  Davis,  )  «.„..,(.,,■:„ 

,  .1  '  >  Secretaries. 

Joseph  Pkatt,    i 

[note.] 

The  venerable  appearance  of  the  president  and 
vice  presidents  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the 
occasion.  Tlio  president,  whose  head  is  silvered 
with  the  frosts  of  more  than  eighty  winters,  is  a.  ve- 
teran public  servant,  whose  voice  is  ever  heard  with 
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respect.  Of  the  vice  presidents,  Dr.  Thatcher  has 
just  completed  his  88lh  year,  and  both  he  and  Dr. 
Preston  were  in  active  service  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  Ool.  Thomas,  of  Kingston,  is  a  son  of  the 
Gen.  Thomas  who  figured  so  largely  in  the  fortifica- 
tion of  Dorcliester  heights;  and  in  the  early  part  of 
our  revolution  Gen.  T.  died  in  Canada.  The  selec- 
tion of  these  veterans  was  peculiarly  appropriate  on 
the  occasion  of  sustaining  their  venerable  rcpresen- 
lative. — Old  Colony  J\l€mm-ial. 

TRADE  OF  PITTSBURG  WITH  MEXICO. 

Our  readers  are  perhaps  not  generally  aware  of 
the  extent  and  character  of  the  commercial  transac-  j 
tions  which  are  carried  on  between  the  manufac- 1 
turers  of  our  own  city  and  the  Mexican  traders,  and 
more  particularly  those  of  Santa  Fe.  Within  a  few 
days,  Messrs.  Otero,  Armego  and  Perea,  Santa  Fe, 
traders,  have  been  in  Pittsburg  receiving  and  paying 
for  articles  which  tliey  had  ordered  some  time  pre- 
vious. We  saw  at  the  saddle  and  harness  manufac- 
tory of  Mr.  R.  H.  Harlly,  on  Wood  street,  forty  I 
packages  containing  sets  of  harness  for  one  hundred  ' 
and  seventy-two  mules,  all  belonging  to  these  Mexi-! 
can  gentlemen,  and  Messrs.  Cyrus  Townsend  &  Co., 
of  St.  Clair  street,  have  furnished  and  delivered  to 
them  twenty-six  large  w.agons,  suitable  for  the  trade  , 
in  which  they  are  engaged.  The  whole  of  these  [ 
goods  were  paid  for  in  gold  upon  delivery,  and  the, 
sum  of  specie  thus  thrown  into  circulation  among; 
us,  must  amount  to  upwards  of  $5,000, — no  inconsi-! 
dcrable  item  in  these  hard  times.  These  articles  are 
shipped  from  this  port  by  steamboats  to  Fort  Inde-l 
pendence,  where  the  mules  and  other  property  be- : 
longing  to  these  traders  are  at  present  stationed; — -J 
there,  all  things  are  put  into  travelling  trim,  and  then 
"ho  for  the  desert!"  A  passage  of  from  50  to  70 
days,  according  to  the  weather  and  the  state  of  the 
roads,  brings  them  to  Santa  Fe,  where  the  articles  of  j 
trade  transported  by  their  caravans,  are  disposed  of,' 
also  as  is  a  portion  of  tlieir  wagons,  harness,  &c., 
and  then  the  caravan  starts  out  upon  a  return  trip. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  few  moments  conversa- 
tion with  one  of  these  Spanish  gentlemen  on  yester- 
day morning,  and  were  somewhat  struck  with  some 
of  his  remarks.  He  said  first,  that  the  caravans  were 
always  larger  when  they  departed,  and  took  away 
more  goods  than  upon  their  return  they  brought  with 
them;  they  brought  specie  to  make  up  the  balance. 
Our  readers  will  see  at  a  glance  that  a  trade  of  this 
character  mist  be  profitable  to  the  United  States. — 
Again,  manufactured  articles,  such  as  those  which 
we  have  mentioned  above,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  these  gentlemen,  can  be  contracted  for  at  a  chea- 
per rate  in  Pittsburg  than  in  any  other  place  in  the 
United  States.  In  New  York  and  other  cities  they 
have  made  inquiries,  and  that  this  is  actually  the 
case,  the  fact  that  they  made  their  contracts  in  Pitts- 
burg, proves. 

Of  the  extent  of  the  caravans  which  pass  from 
this  country  to  Santa  Fe,  our  readers  can  form  an 
idea  when  they  learn  that  one  of  these  traders  has 
at  the  present  time  one  hundred  and  eighty  mules 
belonging  to  himself,  stationed  at  Fort  Independence. 
In  their  passage  through  the  desert  they  are  obliged 
to  take  with  them  all  kinds  of  tools  and  stock  neces- 
sary for  making  repairs,  as  a  large  part  of  the  region 
through  which  they  pass  is  entirely  unsettled. 

We  consider  this  trade  a  matter  of  which  our  iron 
city  may  justly  be  proud.  She  challenges  compari- 
son as  to  the  quality  of  the  articles  which  she  manu- 
factures, and  the  enterprizing  character  of  her  busi- 
ness men  scatters  them  far  and  wide  throughout  the 
the  whole  country.  Such  extensive  manufacturing 
establishments  as  those  of  Messrs.  Townsend  &  Co., 
and  Mr.  Hartley,  are  what  gives  our  city  abroad  the 
character  to  which  she  is  justly  entitled,  of  the  Bir- 
mingham of  America.  [Pittsburg  Chronicle. 

FLORIDA. 

By  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Col.  W.  S.  Harney,  from  Pilatka,  we  have 
intelligence  from  the  seat  of  war  up  to  the  26th 
ultimo. 

Seven  companies  of  the  3d  artillery,  under  Major 
Childs,  arrived  at  New  Smyrna  on  the  16th  ultimo, 
and  left  for  Pilatka  on  the  2-3d  ultimo,  in  three  divi- 
sions— Captain  Vinton,  with  companies  "A"  and 
"B,"  in  boats,  via  Tomoka  and  St.  Augustine;  Ma- 
jor Childs,  with  companies  "E,"  "F,"  and  "I,"  by 
the  land  route,  via  Volusia;  and  lieutenant  Tomp- 
kins, companies  "K"  and  "H,"  via  Fort  Kinsbury, 
(near  Fort  Mellon.) 

A  portion  of  Lieutenant  Tompkins'  command  ar- 
rived at  Fort  Mellon  on  the  morning  of  the  24th. 
No  Indian  signs  had  been  discovered  east  of  the  St. 
.Tolm's.  The  Indian  guide  attempted  t6  cfllSike  his 
escape,  and  had  been  shot.  Major  Childs  was  ac- 
companied by  Dr.  Russell,  and  Captain  Vinton  by 
aEsi<itant  surgeon  Simmons. 


One  of  the  Indians  who  recently  came  in  at  Fort 
Mellon  led  the  troops  of  that  garrison  a  wild  gose 
chase  to  the  forks  of  the  Withlacoochie,  upon  gain- 
ing which  he  suddenly  disappeared  amid  the  friendly 
shades  of  the  palmetto,  and,  like  Bunyan's  pilgrim, 
was  "seen  no  more!" 

Major  Plympton  is  still  operating  with  the  2d  in- 
fantry, in  the  hammocks  east  of  the  St.  John's. 
Lieutenant  Murray,  of  the  2d  infantry,  who,  for  six 
days  previous,  had  been  scouting  on  the  St.  .Tohn's, 
in  open  boats,  touched  at  Fort  Mellon  on  the  23d  in- 
stant. Halleck  Tustenuggee,  it  was  thought,  had 
crossed  the  river,  and  was  in  the  scrub  country  bor- 
dering the  Ocklawaha. 

A  company  of  dragoons,  under  Captain  Kerr,  and 
also  one  of  infantry,  had  been  ordered  froni  the 
Caloosahatchee,  and  were  expected  daily  at  Fort 
Mellon,  from  whence  they  were  to  proceed  by  land 
to  Pilatka.  The  3d  artillery  were  fast  concentrat- 
ing at  Pilatka,  preparatory  to  a  final  removal  from 
the  swamps  of  Florida. 

We  received  by  the  Colonel  Harney,  the  St.  .\u- 
gusline  News  and  the  Herald  of  Friday  and  Satur- 
day last.  From  the  former  we  extract  the  follow- 
ing paragraplis: 

"intelligence  has  been  received  here  from  Tampa 
Bay  stating  that  Allgator  had  brought  in  Billy  Bow- 
legs  and  20  warriors,  with  their  families,  amounting 
in  all  to  sixty-one.  This  is  indeed  cheering  intelli- 
gence; and  if  Alligator  succeeds  in  bringing  in  a 
few  more  such  'squads,'  there  will  soon  be  an  end  to 
the  war. 

"Two  companies  of  the  8th  infantry  have  arrived 
at  Fort  Pierce,  and  will  be  actively  employed  in 
scouting  the  country  in  that  vicinity.  Col.  Worth 
has  and  will  keep  the  troops  under  his  commarjd 
constantly  on  the  alert,  endeavoring  to  close  this 
long  protracted  war. 

"The  steamer  William  Gaston  left  here  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  for  New  Smyrna,  with  pack-horses  and 
mules  for  several  companies  3d  artillery  now  scour- 
ing the  country  east  of  the  St.  John's,  previous  to 
their  departure  from  Florida. 

"The  Gaston  returned  yesterday  evening  from 
New  Smyrna,  with  a  detachment  of  3d  artillery,  un- 
der the  command  of  Lieutenant  Fish. 

"Company  'A,'  8lh  infantry.  Captain  Gwynne,  ar- 
rived in  town  on  Monday  last,  and  have  taken  quar- 
ters at  St.  Francis's  Barracks." 


COMMERCE  AND  TONNAGE. 


Report  of  the  Boston  Cfi.vmber  of  Commerce,  on 

THE    present     commercial     ARRANGEMENTS     WITH 

Great  Britain. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1841,  the  chamber  of 
commerce  of  this  city  received  a  communication 
from  the  hon.  John  Ruggles,  then  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  commerce  in  the  United  Slates  senate, 
requesting  information  respecting  the  operation  of 
the  existing  commercial  arrangements  with  Great 
Britain.  This  commimication  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  chamber,  and  the  following  report  was 
thereupon  prepared,  adopted  by  the  board,  forward- 
ed to  Mr.  Ruggles,  and  reported  to  the  senate. 

As  the  same  commercial  arrangements  exist  at  the 
present  time,  the  information  is  just  as  valuable  now 
as  it  was  at  the  time  the  report  was  prepared.     It  is 
even  more   important  now,  as  the  whole  country  is 
wide  awake  to  the  protection  of  its  domestic  proper- 
ty and  industry.  [Boston  ,9ltas. 
At   a   special    meeting  of  the  "Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce,"  a  letler  from  the  hon.  John  Ruggles, 
of  the  United  States  senate,  respecting  the  present 
commercial  arrangements  with  Great  Britain,  was 
laid  before  it.     The  subject  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  their  report  is  as  follows:. 
The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  commercial  arrangements  with 
Great  Britain,  have  attended  to  that  subject,  and  re- 
spectfully state  their  views  v.'ith  regard  to  it. 

They  think  that  it  will  be  found  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests of  our  country;  that  its  tendency  is  to  foster 
British  navigation  at  the  expense  of  our  own;  and 
that,  in  effect,  it  has  done  this  to  a  deplorable  extent. 
The  arrangement  allows  the  imposition,  without 
limitation,  of  duties  on  our  produce  imported  into  the 
British  colonies  from  the  United  States,  and  that  they 
may  vary  in  different  colonies;  that,  when  imported 
into  any  colony,  such  goods  may  be  naturalized,  or 
considered  as  productions  of  that  colony,  and  trans- 
ported to  any  other  free  of  duty;  that  goods  may  be 
transported  from  one  colony  or  province  to  another, 
only  by  British  vessels;  that  American  vessels  may 
bring  to  tlie  colonies  or  provinces  nothing  but  the 
products  of  the  United  Slates. 

To  avail  herself  of  the  advantages  which  such  an 
arrangeraent  offered,  England  immediately  imposed 


heavy,  and,  In  some  instances,  prohibitory  duties  on 
our  products  when  imported  into  the  West  Indies 
from  the  United  States,  and  admitted  the  same  arti- 
cles freeof  duty  when  imported  circuitously  through 
the  provinces. 

Such  are  the  benefits  to  British  navigation  from 
the  arrangement,  that,  as  your  committee  are  in- 
formed, Americans  have  become  owners  of  British 
vessels  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  in  order  to 
avail  themselves  of  them. 

Before  adducing  the  statistical  facts  which  your 
committee  think  abundantly  support  their  assertion, 
they  will  state  some  of  the  modes  in  which  the  ar- 
rangement is  now  made  subservient  to  the  interests 
of  British  shipowners. 

Articles  of  our  produce,  to  a  very  large  amount, 
are  daily  ordered  to  be  shipped  to  the  British  pro- 
vinces; they  are  sent  in  British  vessels,  nominally 
landed  and  naturalized,  and  sent  directly  to  the  West 
Indian  colonies;  the  vicinity  of  a  number  of  ports  in 
the  provinces  where  this  can  be  eftected,  (within  two 
days'  sail  from  Boston),  renders  this  almost  equiva- 
lent to  a  direct  voyage  from  our  ports  to  the  West 
Indies;  and  it  is  one  in  which  American  vessels  can- 
not participate;  As  may  readily  be  supposed,  every 
facility  is  given  in  such  ports  of  naturalization. 

There  is  another  mode,  in  which  the  arrangement 
favors  British  shipping,  deserving  of  particular  at- 
tention. Bi-ilish  vessels  proceed  to  our  southern 
ports:  if  freights  to  Europe  be  obtained,  they  take 
them;  if  not,  they  take  a  cargo  of  yellow  pine  lum- 
ber, return  to  the  provinces,  naturalize  the  cargo, 
and  carry  it  to  England.  The  duty  on  this  article 
thus  carried,  is  so  much'  less  than  on  its  direct  im- 
portation from  the  United  Slates,  as  entirely  to  pre- 
clude its  being  carried  in  American  vessels.  This  is 
done  to  a  considerable  extent:  and  your  committee 
suggest,  that,  if  such  a  discrimination  of  duty,  on  an 
article  notoriously  not  produced  in  the  British  pro- 
vinces, be  consistent  with  the  existing  arrangement, 
they  can  see  no  reason  why  a  similar  duty  may  not 
be  applied  to  our  other  staples,  so  as  to  throw  the 
whole  carrying  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  into  the  hands  of  our  commercial  com- 
petitors. 

Again,  with  regard  to  flour:  this  article  is  admitted 
into  the  provinces,  from  the  United  States,  free  of 
duty.  The  amount  thus  imported  by  sea  is  immense, 
but  insignificant  in  comparison  with  that  carried  into 
the  provinces  over  the  frontiers.  The  duty,  in  Eng- 
land, on  fiour  from  the  provinces,  is  five  shillings  per 
quarter  for  the  highest  ratf,  and  may  be  as  low  as 
sixpence  per  quarter.  On  Iho  same  article,  import- 
ed directly  from  the  United  States,  the  duty  ranges 
from  a  shilling  per  quarter  to  twenty-five  shillings 
and  eightpence;  the  rate  of  duty  depends  on  the 
price  in  England,  and  is  usually  about  twenty  shill- 
ings per  quarter,  or  four  times  greater  than  the  duty 
on  flour  from  the  provinces.  Here  is  a  vast  field  for 
the  employment  of  British  vessels,  to  the  exclusion 
of  our  own,  in  the  transportation  of  our  own  pro- 
ducts. 

There  is  another  mode  in  which  the  arrangement 
favors  British  shipping,  in  the  creation  of  what  has 
been  called  the  triangular  voyage.  Formerly,  Brit- 
ish vessels  engaged  in  the  colonial  trade  -went  to  the 
colonie-.  in  ballast,  or  but  partially  laden;  they  often 
remained  there  a  long  time  for  the  preparation  of 
their  cargoes,  w-ith  which  they  returned  to  England. 
Now,  they  take  full  freights  to  the  United  States: 
thence,  full  or  partial  freights  to  the  West  Indies; 
and  thence,  full  freights  to  England.  Or,  they  pro- 
ceed wilh  freights  from  England  to  the  West  Indies; 
whence,  in  a  few  days,  they  arrive  at  our  southern 
ports,  where  they  obtain  full  freights  for  Europe. 
British  vessels  thus  employed  have  a  decided  advan-^ 
tage  over  us,  even  in  the  direct  freights  to  and  from 
our  own  ports. 

The  gradual  extinction  of  our  direct  trade  with 
the  British  West  Indies  seems  an  inevitable  result  of 
the  arrangement;  the  discrimination  of  duties  on  ar- 
ticles imported  there  directly  from  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  circuitously 
through  the  provinces,  will  eventually  turn  the  whole 
course  of  trade  in  that  direclion.  The  duty  on  flour 
from  the  United  States  is  five  shillings;  and  on  beef 
and  pork,  more  than  twenty  shillings  per  barrel;  on 
lumber,  it  is  twenty-eight  shillings;  and  on  shingles, 
more  than  three  dollars  per  thousand.  All  these  ar- 
ticles from  the  provinces  are  admitted  free  of  this 
duty;  of  course,  most  of  them  are  imported  circui- 
tously. And  not  only  so;  but  the  first  freight  to  the 
provinces,  from  the  United  States,  is  in  British  ves- 
sels, in  consequence  of  the  facilities  enjoyed  by  them 
at  the  ports  of  naturalization  for  transportation  to 
Ihe  West  Indies.  In  1824,  1825,  anfl  1826,  the  Ame- 
rican  tonnuge  which  entered  our  ports,  direct  from 
the  British  West  Indies,  was  292,700  tons;  in  1837, 
1838,  and  1038,  it  had  diminishe-d  to  135r800  tons. 
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If  such  be  the  state  of  our  direct  trade,  we  hare 
rot  much  to  console  us  in  the  comparative  increase 
of  British  tonnage  and  our  Qwn,  in  the  whole  of  the 
colonial  and  provincial  trad)\  The  British  tonnage 
cleared  from  our  ports  for  the  colonies  and  provinces 
in  1824,  1825,  and  1826,  was  51,800  tons;  the  Ame- 
rican tonnage  was  477,100  tons.  In  1837,  1838,  and 
]839,  the  clearance  of  British  tonnage,  as  above,  was 
1,235,580  tons,  and  of  American  but  1,126,000  tons; 
the  increase  of  British  tonnage  in  our  ports,  during 
this  whole  period,  being  about  ten  times  greater  than 
that  of  our  own. 

In  addition  to  our  own  vicious  legislation,  our  com- 
petitors have  other  advantages  over  us.  The  ex- 
pense of  building  vessels  in  the  provinces  is  less,  by 
about  one»third,  than  that  of  building  ours;  and  they 
are  likewise  manned  and  equipped  more  cheaply.  It 
is  true,  that  from  their  manifest  inferiority,  they  do 
not  command  the  same  rates  of  iVeights  as  our  own, 
but  their  influence  is  powerful  for  evil  against  us. 

As  the  source  whence  the  navy,  our  right  arm  in 
foreign  contest — must  draw  its  whole  strength,  it  has 
ever  been  our  avowed  policy  to  encourage  our  navi- 
gation: its  importance  may  well  entille  it  not  merely 
to  a  fair  field,  but  to  especial  favor.  Even  a  fair  field 
is  now  denied  tons.  Many  and  great  advantages  are, 
by  this  arrangement,  given  to  our  most  active  compe- 
titors; and  tlie  annexed  table,  jtrepared  from  official 
returns,  shows  to  want  a  fearful  extent  they  have 
availed  themselves  of  them. 
Tabu  of  ^'linerican  and  BntUh  tonnage  cleared  froni  the 

several  ports  of  the  United  States,  for  foreign  ports, 

from  1824  to  1839,  inclusive. 

Year.  ^Sincrican  tonnage.  British  tonnage. 

1824  919,300  69,300 

1825  960,000  '  61,900 

1826  953,000  65,700 

1827  980,500  94,800 

1828  897,400  105,600 
.  1829                    944,800  87,800 

1830  971,800  89,800 

1831  972,500  211,300 

1832  974,900  284,900 

1833  1,142,200  377,200 

1834  1,134,000  458,200 

1835  1,400,500  523,400 

1836  1,315,500  538,900' 

1837  1,266,600  536,400 

1838  1,408,800  536,900 

1839  1,477,000  491,500 
The  sudden  and  great  increase  of  British  tonnage 

subsequently  to  1830,  when  the  arrangement  went 
into  operation,  cannot  fail  to  be  remarked.  In  six 
years,  from  1824  to  1830,  its  increase  was  less  than 
twenty  per  cent;  in  the  ensuing  six  years,  from  1830 
to  1836,  it  was  six  hundred  per  cent.  The  whole 
increase  of  .-Vmerican  tonnage  engaged  in  foreign 
trade  from  1824  to  1839  has  been  but  fifty-two  per 
cent,  whilst  that  of  British  tonnage,  in  our  own  ports, 
has  been  more  than  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  per 
cent,  in  the  same  period. 

Your  committee  deemed  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  tlie  freights  of  American  vessels  in  the  foreign 
trade,  now  so  jeoparded,  not  irrelevant  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  appointed,  they  aecordnig- 
ly  submit  such  a  one,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
amount  of  these  freights,  earned  by  067,200  tons  of 
shipping  thus  engaged,  is  more  than  thirty-eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually;  and,  moreover,  that  there 
are  1,418,000  tons  of  American  shipping  engaged  in 
in  the  coastwise  trade,  whose  earnings  must  very 
much  exceed  that  amount, 

W.  J.  LORING, 
WILLIAM  WAllD, 
PHILO  S.  SHELTON, 
NATHAN  RICE,  committee. 

Boston,  February  9,  1841. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  "Boston  Cliambcr  of 
Commerce,^'  February  9,  1841,  the  above  report  was 
submitted;  and  thereupon  it  was  voted  that  it  be  ac- 
cepted, and  forwarded  to  tlie  hon.  John  Ruggles,  with 
a  request  that  he  would  lay  it  befoTc  the  senate  of 
the  United  Slates. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records. 
Attest:  G.  M.  THACHKR, 

secretary,  B.  C.  C. 

Estimate  of  amowit  of  freight  earned  by  Jlmerican  vessels. 

The  cotton  freights  are  assumed  as  the  basis  of  cal- 
culation. From  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  their 
vicinity,  1,500  pounds  per  registered  ton  is  a  low 
average  of  the  quantity  which  freighting  vessels 
will  carry.  From  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
the  quantity  is  considerably  less;  but  the  amount 
exported  thence  is  much  smaller.  The  average  of 
the  i>holc  foreign  cotton  freights  from  southern 
ports  may  be  safely  stated  at  1,400  pounds  per  re- 
gistered ton.  The  average  rate  of  freight  may  be 
stated  at  three"  farthings,  or  one  and  a  half  <  ent, 
per  pound.     The  American  tonnage  which  cleared 


for  foreign  countries  in  1839,  was  1,478,000  tons. 
On  the  above  basis,  their  outward  freights  would 
have  been,  with  primage,  a  fraction  over  ft22  per 
registered  ton,  or  §33,255,000 

The  freights  of  tobacco,  rice  and  other 
exports  from  the  south,  are  graduated 
by  that  of  cotton.  Southern  exports 
produce  a  large  part  of  our  freights; 
and  in  so  far  as  they  are  in  question, 
the  above  estimate  is  but  little  liable 
to  error.  But  this  rate  is  too  high 
for  our  foreign  freights  from  the  nortTi- 
ern  and  middle  states.  It  may  be  re- 
marked, however,  that,  as  it  is  calcu- 
lated on  the  registered  tonnage,  and 
as  our  vessels  usually  carry  filly  per 
cent.. more  than  this,  it  is,  in  fact,  less 
tlian  fifteen  dollars  per  ton  of  goods 
actually  carried.  But  this,  also,  is  too 
high  an  estimate  for  the  average  of 
these  freights,  including,  as  they  do, 
those  to  the  provinces  and  to  the 
West  Indies.  The  large  deduction 
of  one-third  of  the  ir/ifl/e  above  estimated 
amount  of  outward  freight  from  the 
United  States  would  probably  reduce 
the  estimate  for  the  whole  of  the  fo- 
reign freights  from  the  northern  and 
middle  states  to  less  than  eight  dollars 
per  ton,  and  would  seem  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  an  over-estimate. 
Deduct,  then,  one-third  11,085,000 


$22,170,000 
Add  homeward  freights,  estimated  at 
six  dollars  per  ton  of  carrying  capa- 
city 13,.302,000 


35,472,000 
In  this  are  included  tlie  freights  from 
Europe,  South  America,  and  the  East 
Indies,  ranging  from  ten  dollars  to 
twenty-five  dollars  per  ton,  and  form- 
ing a  large  part  of  the  whole. 
Add  the  freights  earned  by  American 
vessels  not  included  in  the  above  es- 
timate; such  as  those  from  Cuba,  the 
West  Indies,  South  America,  and 
the  East  Indies,  to  Europe,  and  from 
Europe  to  those  places;  from  port  to 
port  in  Europe,  and  from  port  to 
port  in  the  East  Indies  and  else- 
where. The  rales  for  these  are  ge- 
nerally double  of  that  we  have  as- 
sumed, and  the  aggregate  amount  is 
very  great.  A  small  part  of  this  may 
be  considered  as  included  in  the 
above  estimate  for  the  whole  out- 
ward clearance,  as  vessels  to  Cuba 
and  the  East  Indies  do  not  usually 
carry  full  cargoes;  but,  allowing  for 
this,  the  amountto  be  added  from  this 
source  cannot  be  overestimated  at 
Making  the  amount  of  freight  earned 
by  American  vessels  in  tlie  foreign 
trade  only,  per  annum,  •  $38,072,000 

The  tonnage  producing  this  vast  amount  is  deno- 
minated "registered  tonnage;"  in  1839,  it  amounted 
to  834,000  tons.  Of  this  whole  amount,  however,  a 
large  part  is  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade;  a  very 
large  number  of  registered  vessels  arc  ptrmauently 
thus  engaged  in  the  regular  lines  to  and  from  the  i 
southern  ports.  Perhaps  nearly  as  many  more  are  j 
transiently  employed  in  freighting  in  the  same  man-, 
ner.  It  would  not,  probably,  be  too  high  an  estimate  ] 
to  state  the  average  amount  of  registertd  tonnage  | 
thus  engaged  at  one-fiflh  of  the  whole  amount  or 
166,800  tons,  leaving  the  amount  of  tonnage  engaged  I 
in  the  foreign  trade  at  667,200  Ions.  The  enrolled  ' 
and  licensed  tonnage  is  1,202,000  tons;  adding  to  I 
this  the  106,800  tons  above  mentioned,  we  have! 
1,428,800  tons  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  We! 
have  estimated  the  annual  earnings  of  667,200  tons' 
engaged  in  the  foricgn  trade  at  more  than  thirty-  | 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  i 
the  earnings  of  more  than  double  of  that  amount  of  j 
tonnage  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  must  much ! 
exceed  that  sum. 


2,600,000 


very  great  neglect  and  mismanagement  on  almost 
every  point  connected  with  their  operations.  It  would 
seem  as  if  the  directors  of  the  East  India  Company 
had  thought  it  was  quite  enough  to  send  them  to  In- 
dia, and  that  all  further  care  about  them  was  quite 
unnecessary;  for,  on  their  arrival  in  that  country,  they 
found  that  no  direction  respecting  them  had  been 
given;  and  they  were  absolutely  losing  their  time  for 
Iwo  or  three  months,  until  instructions  could  be  re- 
ceived from  the  government.  Then  instead  of  letting 
them  survey  the  country,  and  choose  the  situation 
and  soil  which  appeared  best  adapted  to  the  culture 
of  cotton,  when  instructions  were  received,  they 
were  taken  at  once  to  Broach,  and  there  placed  under 
the  direction  of  a  gentleman  who  felt  no  interest  in 
the  matter,  but  who  took  upon  him  to  choose  soil  and 
situation  for  them.  He  allotted  them  what  was  con- 
sidered very  good  cotton  land — that  is,  land  of  a 
strong  and  tenacious  quality,  exceedingly  well  adapt- 
ed for  the  growth  of  the  native  cotton,  but  which 
former  experiments  had  shown  to  be  very  unfavora- 
ble to  the  American  plant,  which  has  a  large  tap 
root,  and  thrives  as  badly  in  the  stiff  black  soil  in 
which  the  native  cotton  is  grown,  as  carrots  would 
thrive  in  a  stiff  clay  in  this  country.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  their  crop  of  upland  cotton  has  failed,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  small  patch  which  they  had 
planted  on  a  piece  of  light  sandy  soil,  which  the  tap 
roots  of  the  cotton  were  able  to  penetrate,  and  on 
which  the  plants  were  exceedingly  luxuriant,  and 
covered  with  large  pods  of  cotton.  From  the  strong 
black  soil,  it  was  not  supposed  that  they  would  be 
able  to  pick  a  pound  per  acre  of  good  cotton.  So  far, 
therefore,  the  cultivation  of  -American  cotton  in  Up- 
per India  has  made  no  progress;  nor  do  we  imagine 
that  it  is  very  likely  to  do  so  hereafter.  From  all  we 
have  read  upon  the  subject  of  Indian  cotton  cultiva- 
tion, it  seems  to  us  that  the  best  chance  of  success  is 
to  be  found  in  a  careful  and  discriminating  growth  of 
native  varieties,  and  a  careful  gathering  and  cleaning 
of  the  produce.  This  was  one  of  the  objects  towards 
which  the  attention  of  the  .American  planters  was  to 
be  directed;  but,  hitherto,  we  find  very  little  has  been 
done.  At  the  date  of  the  latest  advices  from  Broach 
(the  24th  of  November),  they  were  putting  up  a  gin- 
house  for  ginning  native  cotton;  but,  owing  to  the 
great  number  of  obstacles  necessarily  experienced  in 
such  a  country  as  India,  they  made  very  slow  pro- 
gress with  their  work;  and  it  was  feared  that  the 
growing  crop  would  be  entirely  over  before  their 
gins  were  ready.  Up  to  the  date  mentioned,  no  sat- 
isfactory experiments  had  been  made  as  to  the  capa- 
bility of  the  native  cotton  to  stand  ginning.  Some 
trials  were  about  to  be  made  with  a  hand-gin,  which, 
one  would  suppose  ought  to  have  been  the  first  step 
taken,  before  incurring  a  large  expense  in  erecting 
machinery,  which  may  prove  useless.  On  the  whole, 
we  fear  the  prospect  of  receiving  any  large  supply  of 
superior  cotton  from  India  is  not  at  present  very  flat- 
tering. In  order  to  overcome  the  difficulties  present- 
ed by  the  habits  of  the  people,  and  by  other  causes, 
great  energy  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the 
agents  of  the  Indian  government,  entrusted  with  the 
control  of  the  experiments  is  absolutely  necessary; 
and  those  qualities  cannot  be  expected  from  parties 
who  do  not  feel  a  strong  interest  in  their  success. — 
Hitherto,  we  believe,  the  government  agents  have 
lent  but  a  cold  and  indilferent  aid  to  the  experiments; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  to  be  feared,  that,  unless  the  mat- 
ter should  be  put  into  other  hands,  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  chance  of  any  good  result  from  ex- 
periments from  which  so  much  was  expected. 


CULTIVATION  OF  COTTON  IN  INDIA. 


From  the  Mmclirster  (England)  Guardian. 
Since  the  publication  of  the  letter  on  this  subject, 
addressed  by  the  lioinhay  Chamber  of  Conimcrco  to 
the  Indian  govurnnient,  we  have  learnt,  through  the 
medium  of  letters  received  by  the  last  overland  mail 
that  the  elforls  of  the  American  planters  who  went 
to  the  westerly  side  of  India  have  so  far  entirelv 
failed.  Indeed,  so  far  ns  we  can  learn,  there  has  been 


REPOKT  OF  THE  LOSS  OF  THE  V.   S. 
SHIP  PEACOCK. 

OFFICIAL. 
U.  S.  ship  Vincenucs,  bay  of  San  Francisco. 

Upper  California,  October  31,  1841. 
To  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  navy: 

Sir:  I  have  now  to  report,  what  I  have  expected 
long  since  might  occur  to  one  of  us,  from  the  dange- 
rous nature  of  the  service  committed  to  the  squad- 
ron under  my  command,  the  loss  of  the  U.  States 
ship  Peacock  on  the  18lh  of  July,  on  the  bar  of  the 
Columbia  river,  in  attempting  to  enter  it,  agreeably 
to  my  orders  to  Captain  Hudson,  in  pursuance  of  in- 
structions from  the  department. 

The  Peacock,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in 
my  letter  dated  November  10,  1840,  was  oi-dered  to 
leave  Oahu  on  the  2d  December  last,  and  after  an 
arduous  and  dangerous  cruise  of  228  days  (of  which 
only  22  were  passed  in  port)  to  the  Phicnix,  Samoar, 
Ellicc,  and  Kingsmill  groups  of  islands,  as  far  to  the 
westward  as  the  Piscadorcs,  thence  northerly  through 
a  range  of  shoals  and  islands  (heretofore  said  to  ex- 
ist) to  the  Sandwich  islands,  where,  after  taking 
on  board  a  supply  of  water  and  provisions,  she  pro- 
ceeded for  Columbia  river,  off  which  she  arrived  on 
the  17th  of  July,  the  day  previous  to  the  accident. 
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Captain  Hudson  was  furnished  by  mc  with  direc- 
tions for  entering  the  Columbia,  which  I  obtained  of 

Captain  of  the    ship  ,  at  Oahn,  who  had 

just  arrived  tliere  from  the  Columbia,  and  I  was  as- 
sured they  could  be  depended  on.  A  recent  chart 
also  accompanied  the  directions,  which  was  consi- 
dered correct. 

I  was  gratified  in  being  able  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion, and  furnished  copies  to  each  of  the  vessels  of 
the  squadron,  placing  much  confidence  in  them,  hav- 
ing been  unable  to  obtain  any  information  which 
could  be  relied  on,  to  enable  us  to  encounter  the  dif- 
ficulties and  well  known  dangers  which  exist  there. 
These  directions  were  apparently  drawn  up  with 
care,  altiiough  there  existed  in  my  mind  some  doubt, 
from  their  giving  only  magnelic  bearings,  generally  of 
little  value,  and  particularly  so  in  this  case,  as  my 
experience,  from  a  recent  survey  of  the  bar,  has 
since  proved. 

To  these,  must  be  imputed  the  loss  of  the  Peacock, 
which  Captaui  Hudson  implicitly  followed  and  held 
in  his  hand  at  the  time  he  made  the  attempt  to  cross 
the  bar,  as  appears  by  his  report  hereafter  copied.  I 
am  well  satisfied  that  such  was  the  case,  from  the 
fact  of  Captain  Varney,  master  of  the  American  brig 
Thomas  Perkins,  having  run  over  the  same  part  of 
the  sands  in  following  the  same  directions,  copies  of 
which  he  obtained  irom  me  at  Oahu;  but  drawing 
only  9  feet  of  water,  he  entered  without  accident. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Captain  Hudson's  re- 
port to  me  of  the  loss  of  the  ship: 

"On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  July,  we  obtained 
soundings  in  190  fathoms  off  the  Columbia  river,  af- 
ter which  we  had  light  and  baffling  winds  from  S.  by 
E.  to  S.  W.  made  (Jape  Disappointment  same  after- 
noon, and  through  the  night  had  light  airs  and  calms, 
accompanied  with  a  dense  fog.  On  the  morning  of 
the  181h,  between  7  and  8,  the  fog  cleared  off,  and 
we  had  a  light  breeze  from  the  southward  and  east- 
ward with  pleasant  weather.  Cape  Disappointment 
in  sight  ahead,  distant  9  miles.  Until  meridian  we 
had  light  southerly  breezes.  At  9,  got  a  cast  of  the 
lead  and  found  40  fathoms  water;  at  10,  15  obtained 
soundings  in  14 -fathoms,  and  wore  ship  off  shore. 
At  11  wore  again  and  stood  in.  At  meridian  the 
wind  came  out  moderately  from  the  southward  and 
eastward;  and  weather  a  little  cloudy.  Soon  after 
meridian,  being  off  the  entrance  tlirough  the  reef, 
called  all  hands  to  work  the  ship  into  port — had  a 
lieutenant  looking  out  on  the  foretopsail  yard,  and 
myself  on  the  forecastle,  and  occasionally  in  the 
fore-rigging — stood  in,  according  to  my  directions, 
through  ttie  channel  or  passage,  until  we  brought 
Cape  Disappointment  to  bear  N.  E.  1-4  E.  by  com- 
pass, and  was  leading  up  to  it  to  bring  Cheenook 
point  to  boar  E.  N.  E.  when  we  discovered  the  sea 
breaking  ahead  of  us.  Believing  myself  rather  too 
far  to  tlie  southward,  wore  ship,  and  run  a  short  dis- 
tance until  clear  of  the  breakers,  and  where  the  pass- 
age appeared  smooth  and  clear  of  break,  both  irom 
below  and  aloft,  when  we  again  stood  in,  and  in  less 
than  5  minutes  the  ship  touched.  The  helm  :was 
immediately  put  a  lee,  and  every  effort  made  to  bring 
her  by  the  wind.aud  haul  off,  but  tinunp  after  thump, 
and  the  heave  of  the  sea,  forced  her  on  end,  and 
rendered  her  unmanageable;  every  sail  was  immedi- 
ately furled.  Stream-cable  and  anchor  got  ready 
for  running  out;  1st  cutter  hoisted  out,  launch  ready, 
and  Lieut.  Knmions  sent  to  sound  in  variousdirec- 
tions  about  the  ship  in  one  of  the  waist-boats.  The 
wind  had  now  got  to  the  N.  and  W.  and  was  gradu- 
ally increasing,  accompanied  with  haze  and  fog,  and 
the  ebb  tide  meeting  the  ocean  swell,  producing,  in 
a  few  moments,  a  dangerous  combing  sea,  which 
stove  the  1st  cutler,  (with  2  careful  hands  in  her, 
and  moored  with  lines  to  play  her  from  the  fore  and 
aft  parts  of  the  ship)  and  rendered  her  perfectly  use- 
less. It  was  with  great  difficulty  and  hazard  Lieut. 
Emmons  got  alongside  after  sounding,  and  his  boat 
taken  on  board. 

"The  ship  was  now  lifting  and  striking  heavily, 
and  the  sea  had  been  too  furious  toventure  the  launch 
over  the  side  to  meet  a  like  fate  with  the  cutter;  in- 
deed, no  boat  could  have  lived  about  the  ship.  Had 
the  pumps  rigged,  sent  the  royal  and  top  gallant 
yards,  masts  and  rigging  on  deck,  and  every  thing  of 
weight  out  of  the  tops,  to  save  our  lower  masts  from 
switching  over  the  side.  Finding  that  the  ship  was 
now  making  water  fast,  divided  the  watches  in  gangs 
at  the  pumps,  and  kept  them  going  from  that  time 
until  the  boats  left  the  ship.  Had  the  guns  buoyed 
for  heaving  overboard;  got  a  pendant  tackle  on  the 
foreyard  arm,  and  swung  the  larboard  bower  clearof 
her  bottom,  as  she  was  now  quartering  to  the  sea, 
her  afterbody  lifting  with  every  surge,  coming  down 
heavily,  and  the  ship  with  all  forging  on  end. 

1  was  in  hopes,  by  this  process,  to  bring  her  head 
to  sea,  and  have  her  strike  fore  and  aft  on  her  keel; 
our  iron  tiller  now  broke  off  some  six  or  eight  inches 
from  the   rudder    head;  rudder-braces    and  pintals 


gone,  and  the  rudder  thrashing  about  violently  with 
every  sea,  unable  to  escape  through  the  rudder-port, 
and  acting,  when  its  head  brought  upon  the  bottom, 
as  a  lever  or  pry  upon  the  transom  and  stern  frame, 
until  it  finally  ground  its  way  out;  commenced  heav- 
ing out  shot  over  the  stern,  starting  the  water  in  the 
hold,  &c.  As  1  anticipated,  the  sea  hove  her  stern 
around,  and  the  force  of  her  striking  was  sensibly 
diminished. 

"At  low  water  we  had  but  nine  feet  of  water  un- 
der the  main  cliains,  and  the  larboard  bower  nearly 
ahead  of  the  ship,  with  45  fathoms  of  chain  out.  We 
had  the  stoppers  and  lanyards  several  times  carried 
away  by  the  heave  of  the  sea.  At  8,  45  P.  M.  part- 
ed the  chain,  when  the  ship  was  again  hove  nearly 
broadside  to  the  sea,  and  striking  very  heavily;  the 
starboard  anchor  was  now  let  go,  and  the  chain 
checked  gradually,  while  the  sea  was  heaving  her  aft 
body  round;  in  this  process  she  made  some  very  heavy 
thumps,  and  when  she  had  got  a  head  to  the  sea,  we 
had  twentv-five  fathoms  of  cham  out  ahead,  and  the 
ship  again'  striking  fore  and  aft  on  her  keel  which 
sonsibiy  lessened  the  force  of  the  shocks  to  which 
she  was  exposed. 

"At  11.  30  P.  M.  it  was  high  water;  sea  somewhat 
abated,  ship  still  striking,  and  occasionally  with  a 
very  heavy  thump.  As  the  ebb  tide  made,  let  go  the 
stream  anchor  from  the  stern  tolceep  her  from  being 
thrown  broadside  to  the  sea,  anticipating,  as  the  tide 
runs  out  with  great  force,  we  should  again  be  subject 
to  the  heavv  combing  sea.  At  1,  A.  M.,  the  sea  was 
rapidly  increasing,  and  at  2,  ship  striking  very  heavi- 
ly, the  seas  occasionally  combing  in  over  the  larboard 
bulwarks  and  flooded  the  spar-deck.  The  water  was 
now  knee  deep  on  the  gun-deck,  although  the  pumps 
had  been  kept  incessantly  going,  and  the  water  was 
gaining  so  favt  on  us  as  to  be  over  the  shot  lockers  in 
the  hold;  knocked  off  the  lower  ceiling  boards  uf  the 
spar-deck  bulwarks  to  free  the  deck  of  water,  and 
tarpaulined  the  hatchways.  The  ship  at  this  time 
striking  so  heavily  that  1  had  little  hopes  of  her  hold- 
ing together  till  daylight,  and  should  have  cut  away 
the  masts  to  ease  her,  but  that  would  have  left  us 
without  th-  means  of  getting  out  our  boats  should  the 
occasion  offer.  At  7,  A.  M.,  of  the  19th,  the  first 
opportunity  that  occurred  when  a  boat  could  be  ven- 
tured over  the  side  or  reach  the  shore,  Lieut.  Perry 
was  despatched  with  the  charts,  papers,  and  every 
thing  connected  with  the  surveys  of  the  present  cruise, 
and  purser  Speiden  with  his  books  and  accounts. — 
Had  the  launch  and  three  boats  hoisted  out,  some 
trifling  provisions  put  in  the  former,  and  all  the  boats 
of  the^ship  successively  filled  with  the  crew,  officers 
and  scientific  gentlemen;  the  marines  only  taking 
their  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  no  one  allowed  to 
take  any  clothing  but  what  they  stood  in,  to  prevent 
the  lumbering  and  swamping  of  the  boats.  Three  or 
four  of  the  boats  succeeded  in  making  a  second  trip, 
after  w+ich  it  became  impossible  from  the  violence 
of  the  sea  and  the  force  of  the  current  for  a  boat  to 
get  off  or  live  any  where  near  the  ship. 

"The  crews  and  officers  in  charge  of  the  boats  de- 
serve all  praise  for  their  perseverance  in  again  endea- 
voring to  rescue  us  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives, 
(we  were  painful  wilnesses  at  the  time  of  one  of  the 
boats  being  swamped  and  capsized  in  the  attempt,) 
and  they  only  gave  up  the  effort  and  returned  to  the 
shore,  when  we  run  our  ensign  union  upon  tlie  stump 
of  the  mizen  mast. 

"After  the  boats  left  us  in  the  morning  we  had 
been  compelled,  from  the  dreadful  rolling  and  thump- 
ing of  the  ship,  the  water  having  reached  about  eit;h- 
teen  inches  above  the  berth-deck,  to  cut  away  the 
masts,  hoping  she  would  hold  together  long  enough 
to  save  those  of  us  who  remained  on  board,  although 
such  hope  was  any  thing  but  flattering. 

"The  boats  again  came  off  between  4  and  5  in  the 
afternoon,  but  could  not  venture  near  the  ship  until 
just  before  sunset,  when  Ihe  remaining  men,  the 
boatswain,  captain,  purser's  steward,  and  lieutenant 
Walker,  were  released  from  peril,  and  soon  after 
dark,  after  a  pull  of  ab.out  four  miles,  reached  the 
encampment  of  our  companions  in  misfortune  at  Ba- 
ker's bay,  where  we  found  brush  huts  erected,  llres 
burning,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  methodist  mission, 
Messrs.  Frost  and  Kone,  and  Mr.  Birnie,  agent  of  the 
hon.  Hudson  Bay  Co.,  from  Fort  George,  with  provi- 
sions for  our  relief  All  that  have  been  saved  from 
the  ship  are  the  charts  made  during  the  cruise,  the 
work  of  the  surveys,  some  few  journals  of  the  scien- 
tific gentlemen  and  oflicers,  with  the  purser's  books 
and  accounts,  the  chronometers,  and  all  the  boats, 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  cutter. 

"I  feel  thankful  to  a  merciful  Providence  that  all 
hands  have  been  saved,  although  they  have  lost  every 
thing  but  what  they  stood  in. 

"Through  the  night  on  which  we  landed,  it  was 
still  and  calm,  and'l  had  hoped  the  ship  might  hold 
together  until  morning  and  we  should  yet  obtain 
something  from  her.     All  the  boats  were  despatched 


soon  after  daylight  for  that  purpose,  but  the  spar-deck 
and  most  of  her  upper  works  were  strewn  to  the 
winds  and  the  waves,  and  all  that  was  to  be  seen  of 
the  poor  Peacock,  that  had  carried  us  safely  through 
so  many  hazards  for  the  last  three  years,  was  the  cap 
of  her  bowsprit,  and  very  soon  after,  that  disap- 
peared. 

"I  cannot  suft'i:iently  express  my  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  ofiicers  and  men,  on  this  painful 
occasion.  They  have  continued  to  the  last  strictly 
to  perlbrm  their  duties  and  carry  out  my  orders,  and  I 
feel  great  pleasure  in  recommending  them,  through 
you  as  commander  of  the  expedition,  to  the  honora- 
ble the  secretary  of  the  navy." 

W.  L.   HUDSON." 

On  learning  the  loss  of  the  Peacock,  I  called  for 
reports  relative  to  theisome  from  all  the  ward-room 
officers,  which  concur  in  the  above  statement  of  facts, 
and  bear  testimony  of  the  coolness,  presence  of  mind, 
unremitted  exertion  and  noble  example  evinced  by 
the  commander,  to  whose  efforts  are  to  be  attributed 
the  safety  of  all  his  oflicers  and  crew,  and  of  the  or- 
der and  promptitude  with  which  every  thing  was  ex- 
ecuted, and  the  discipline  that  prevailed  throughout 
the  whole  event;  so  much  so,  that  in  the  language  of 
one,  it  appeared  as  if  the  ordinary  duties  were  being 
carried  on,  and  that  few  were  aware  of  their  perilous 
situation. 

Captain  Hudsnn  was  the  last  person  to  leave  the 
wreck,  and  on  his  landing  at  Baker's  bay,  he  was  re- 
ceived with  three  liearty  cheers  from  his'pfiicers  and 
crew. 

Although  the  expedition  has  met  with  the  loss  of 
the  ship,  yet  1  am  happy  to  say  that  all  the  charts, 
notes  of  survey,  and  journals  of  her  late  arduous  and 
interesting  cruise  have  been  preserved;  and  I  feel 
well  satisfied  that,  although  the  ship  has  been  wreck- 
ed, if  any  exertions  couid  have  succeeded  in  saving 
her,  theirs  would  have  done  so;  and  that  the  conduct 
of  her  commandiT,  officers  and  crew  on  this  occasion 
will  redound  to  tli£  credit  of  the  service  in  which 
they  were  engaged., 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully  your 
obedient  servant, 

CHAllLES  WILKES,  Com.  U.  S.  Exploring  Exp. 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  DAVIS  OF  KENTUCKY. 
Report    to    Tiif.    house    of    representatives,  by 
Mr.  D.ivis,  or  Kevtuckt,  one  of  tue  committee 

ON    THE  EXCHEQUER  PLAN,  NON-CONCURRING  IN  THE 
REPORT    OF    THE    MAJORITT- 

[Or(l£red  to  be  jiriiiled  nloug  wirt  the  majwity^s  report.] 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee to  which  vias  referred  the  report  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  accompanied  by  the  draught  of  a 
hill  "amendatory'  of  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
treasury  department,"  begs  leave  to  report:  That  he 
has  given  an  attentive  consideration  to  this  measure, 
and  will  now  proceed  to  state  some  of  his  reflections 
upon  its  general  structure;  and  then,  in  order,  upon 
its  commercial,  fiscal  and  political  aspects  and  ten- 
dencies. In  presenting  his  summary,  he  will  regard 
this  project,  not  as  a  device  created  and  intended  to 
endure  but  for  the  day,  but  what  it  professes  to  be,  a 
system  of  permanent  policy;  and  he  will  endeavor  to 
trace  its  operations  and  results,  not  merely  for  tho 
present,  but  for  the  indefinite  future. 

He  will  premise  that  his  attention  was  strongly  ar- 
rested by  this  preliminary  reason  of  the  report,  urging 
upon  congress  the  measure: 

"The  people  have  a  right  to  require  that  what  is 
to  be  done  should  be  done  without  further  delay,  in 
order  that  thev  might  accommodate  themselves  to  the 
policy  of  the  'government,  whatever  that  policy  may- 
be," iic. 

This  language,  from  an  executive  department  to 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  upon  an 
important  subject  of  legislation,  struck  the  under- 
signed as  being  inappropriate  and  arrogant.  He 
thouglit  it  was  unquestionably  due  to  the  people  that 
both  the  executive  and  congress  should,  in  the  first 
instance,  and  as  a  paramount  duty,  consult  "the  in- 
dustry and  business,"  the  interests  and  the  wishes, 
of  the  people,  and  make  their  official  action  confor- 
mable; and  that  the  executive  and  its  departments 
would  be  quite  as  well  employed  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties,  as  in  framing  for  congress  a  hypothe- 
tical reproof. 

Neither  was  he  inattentive  to  the  fact  that  the  re- 
port admits  this  measure  to  be  an  experiment,  and 
one,  too, Which  may  probably  fail  in  producing  a 
most  important  result,  lor  wh(ch  it  was  in  part  pro- 
jected.   The  draughtsman  tells  us: 

"It  is  not  intended  to  say  that  the  proposed  measure 
will  of  itself  be  able  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
freat  evil  of  excessive  bank  issues,  or  that  govern- 
ment may  not  be  obliged  hereafter  to  adopt  other 
measures.  Ou  the  contrary,  u  already  suggested,  it 
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i»  apprehended  that  these  evils  may  yet  imperatively  I  of  clothing  the  commissioners  and  inferior  officers 
call  for  other  remedies."  viith  some  seeming  independence,  by  an  enumeration 

It  strncl;  the  undersigned  as  surpassingly  strange  of  the  causes  for  which  they  may  be  removed;  but  a 
that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet  should  slight  examination  will  demonstrate  that  tliis  promise 
have  stood  for  years  before  the  country,  expressing   is  altogether  illusory. 

their  perfect  confidence,  in  the  strongest  language,  ISlany  jurists  maintain  that  the  president  is  invest- 
that  there  was  another  measure,  uell  knncn  and  long  j  ed,  by  the  constitution,  with  a  general,  unrestricted 
tried,  which  would  answer  the  country  in  every  of  its  I  power  to  remove  all  ofBcers  whose  tenure  is  not  de- 
present  exigencies,  and  that  they  should  have  given    dared  by  that  instrument  to  be  during  good  behavi 


their  concurrence  to  a  complicated  experiment,  »  hich 
they  admit  will  have  but  partial  success,  and  against 
every  principle  of  which  some  of  them  were  com- 
mitted by  positions  as  forcible  as  human  reason  can 
assume.  What  "other  remedies"  are  intended  to  be 
brought  forward  by  these  patriot  .statesmen,  to  eke 
out  the  confessed  defects  of  this  one,  they  have 
not  informed  us.  Some  time  since  they  declared 
themselves  emphatically  against  any  more  experi- 
ments: now,  they  are  for  an  untried  and  unknown  se- 
ries of  them. 

The  bill  from  the  treasury  proposes  to  create  "a 
board  to  be  called  the  exchequer  of  the  U.  States," 
to  be  composed  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
treasurer,  and  three  commissioners  to  be  appomted 
by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate;  and  it  empowers  the  board  of  exche- 
quer to  establish  agencies  of  officers  in  such  of  the 
cities  or  towns  of  the  states  and  territories  of  the 
United  States  as  it  may  judge  expedient,  not  exceed- 
ing two  in  any  state  or  territory,  and  also  where  con- 
gress may  by  law  require  the  same  to  be  establish- 
ed. Such  officers  and  agents  as  may,  by  the  board 
of  exchequer,  be  thought  necessary  lor  the  manage- 
ment of  such  agencies  and  the  transaction  of  their 
business,  shall  be  appoinlcd  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  board  of  ex- 
chequer. The  commissioners  of  the  board  to  be  re- 
movable by  the  president,  ai:d  the  officers  of  the 
agencies  by  the  secretary,  for  enumerated  causes. 
No  agency  established  in  a  state  is,  contrary  to  any 
law  which  such  stat«  may  enact,  to  receive  any  other 
deposites  than  those  of  the  United  States,  or  make 
or  sell  drafts,  or  purchase  bills,  other  than  such  as 
shall  be  necessary  in  the  collection,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  funds;  and  in  any  state 
where  it  may  not  be  deemed  expedient  to  establish 
an  office  or  agency  of  the  said  board,  it  may  select 
any  specie-paying  banlc  to  perlorni  the  functions  of 
an  agency,  except  to  i-eceive  deposites,  or  to  pur- 
chase or  sell  bills  or  drafts,  on  account  of  the  board 
«f  exchequer.  Such  is  the  general  skeleton  of  the 
•ystem. 

In  this  country,  where  all  have  an  equal  and  per- 
fect right  to  take  part  in  public  aliairs,  the  mass  of 
the  people  always  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  he, 
separated  into  antagonist  political  parties.  The  prcsi- 
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nd,  if  this  be  true,  congress  cannot  circuras 
its  exercise.  But  admit  that  the  legislative  authority 
can  regulate  and  limit  this  power  of  removal,  and 
can  do  it  indefinitely.  If  the  purpose  of  elevating 
these  officers,  from  a  slavisli  subordination  to  the  ar- 
bitrary will  of  the  president,  to  the  exercise  of  their 
own  free  discretion  and  judgment,  was  in  good  faith 
entertained  by  the  administration  which  proposes 
this  measure,  why  was  not  the  concurrence  of  the  se- 
nate, at  least,  made  preliminary  to  their  eviction 
from  office.'  But  in  the  case  of  the  commissioners, 
the  power  of  removal  is  given  to  the  president  alone; 
and  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  conferred 
the  power  of  removing  the  officers  of  the  agencies — 
each  being  required  to  communicate  to  the  senate 
iiis  reasons,  in  every  case,  for  its  exercise.  Here  is 
an  apparent  ^division  of  this  power,  but  in  truth  the 
whole  is  concentrated  m  the  president,  since  the  se- 
cretary is  his  organ — a  man  holding  place  and  exer- 
cising power  merely  by  his  sutferance.  But,  not- 
withstanding reasons  for  removals  are  to  be  given, 
yet  before,  and  indeed  whetlierany  ever  be  rendered 
or  not,  the  expulsion  from  office,  and  perhaps  of  the 
most  capable  and  faithful  men,  is  completed,  and  too, 


limits  to  retain  that  faculty.  The  fourth  state  deems 
it  impolitic  or  unconstitutional  for  the  agency  to 
transact  any  of  this  business,  except  to  make  sale  of 
exchequer  drafts;  vvhilst  the  fil'tli  repudiates  those 
powers  wholly.  Where  would  he  the  symmetry  and 
concord  of  such  a  system.'  Would  this  not  present  a 
state  of  things  anomalous,  dangerous,  and  unconstitu- 
tional? A  most  important  law  of  congress  is,  for 
years,  in  the  continuous  process  of  execution;  then 
one  state  legislature  repeals  one  part  of  it,  a  second  a 
different  part,  and  so  their  various  and  discrepant  ac- 
tion proceeds.  After  a  while,  succeeding  legislatures 
repeal  or  modify  the  acts  of  their  predecessors,  and 
thus  restore,  in  whole  or  part,  the  law  of  congress. 
What  a  monstrous  conception  is  the  principle  that 
would  lead  to  such  a  state  of  things!  Except  in  those 
cases  where  the  concurrence  of  the  state  is  expressly 
required  by  the  federal  constitution,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  derive  all  their  authority  from  congress; 
and  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  any  degree  of  efficacy  can 
be  imparted,  any  ground  of  controversy  can  be  re- 
moved, or  any  doubts  cleared  up,  by  auxiliary  slate 
■legislation,  much  less  by  a  forbearance  of  such  legis- 
lation. If  the  converse  were  true,  what  an  incong- 
ruous system  of  government  we  should  have?  A 
central  legislature  and  twenty-six  separate  legisla- 
tui-es,  having  a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  each  an 
independent  and  often  conflicting  action;  and  the  mu- 
tual legislation  of  congress  and  of  one  or  more  of  the 
states,  creating  a  governmental  power,  and  render- 
ing that  constitutional  and  valid  inter  partes,  which 
was  before  unconstituticynal  and  void.  A  most  irregu- 
lar and  absurd  mode  of  amending   the   constitution 


probably,  by  the  oppressive  and  corrupt  will  of  the  |  this!  But,  to  sustain  our  position,  v/e  will  quote  an 
president  or  his  secretary.  What  sort  of  restriction  |  authority  who,  for  deep  learning  as  a  constitutional 
is  this  upon  the  abuse  of  power?  The  secretary  of '  lawyer,  ability  and  soundness  as  a  statesman,  truth 
the  treasury  was  entrusted,  by  law,  with  a  discretion  |  and  force  in  the  presentation  of  principles,  and  per- 
emove  the  public  deposites  from  the  late  bank  of  ,  spicuity  and  power  of  ai^ument.ition,  has  heretofore 


the  United  States  for  cause.  The  then  president  re- 
quired the  incumbent  to  make  the  removal- btitbeing 
a  virtuous  and  independent  man,  and  knowing  that 
the  law  had  placed  him  under  the  guidance  of  his 
own  judgment  and  his  own  sense  of  duty,  he  refu«ed 
obedience,  because,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  no  suf- 
ficient reason  for  the  removal.  He  was  ejected  from 
his  office  by  the  president,  and  one  more  supple  was 
selected  and  inducted  into  it,  to  do  the  deed.  By 
this  chosen  agent  an  act  of  the  most  flagitious  injus- 
tice and  tyranny  vias  perpetrated;  and  ye  this  secre- 
tary stood  forth  before  the  congress  with  his  reasons; 
but  Ihcy  were  .such  as  beseemed  him  and  the  occa- 
sion. What  sort  of  panoply  is  to  be  thrown  around 
the  officers  of  this  exchequer  board,  to  protect  them 
against  the  aggressions  of  a  partisan  and  proscribing 
president  and  secretar;?  They  are  to  be  removable 
only  "for  physical  inability,  incompetency,  or  neglect 
"  "  '  " "  What 


dent'  for  the  time  js  .Generally  the  head  of  one  of  them; 'or  violation  of  ri.-jty."  What  is  incompetency?  What 
and 'if,  from  accident  or  inadvertence,  a  man.who  isneglector  violation  of  duty?  \  ague  enough,  and 
docs  occupy  such  posilion  should  be  elevated  to  the   all  to  be   made  specihc  by  the  in/;  of  the  president. 


docs  occupy  such  posi- 

presidency,  he  will  desecrate  his  station  by  bestow- 
ing office  and  emolument  with  a  view  to  build  up  a 
party  for  himself  In  the  one  case,  executive  a',,- 
pointments  would  be  made  to  enlarge  and  sccu;-e  the 
continuance  of  personal  power:  in  the  other,  that  of 
partv.  in  both,  qualifications,  lionesty  and  fidelity 
to  the  country,  are  subordinate  considerations,  which 
■would  be  generally  overlooked  for  partisan  efficiency, 
and  an  unreflecting,  blind  obedience  to  the-mandates 
of  party.  U  is  reasonably  certain  that,  in  filling  this 
cornmission,  ihe  president  would  choose  men,  not  for 
their  experience  and  skill  in  the  management  of 
ercat  fiscal  and  monetary  concerns,  not  for  unbend- 
ing integrity,  devotion  to  the  public  weal,  not  lor  any 
peculiar  fitness  for  the  place,  but  would  be  governed 
by  to  him,  the  important  considerations,  of  personal 
and  party  adhesion,  of  a  disposition  to  justify  indis- 
criminately the  course  of  his  administration,  and  of 
ability  to  contribute  to  the  augmentation  of  his  clique 
and  power.  Adventurers,  ever  ready  to  prefer  place 
and  emolument  to  principle  and  the  public  weal, 
would  be  clotlied  with  the  most  extensive  and  com- 
plicated powers  ever  yet  created  by  statutory  au- 
thority; and  for  the  proper  fulfilment  of  which,  they 
would  stand  disqualified  by  all  their  previous -studies, 
pursuits,  habits,  and  associations.  When  was  a  pro- 
fessed politician  ever  given  the  immediate  control 
and  management  of  large  and  intricate  money  eori- 
ccrus,  that  blunders,  loss  or  defalcation  did  not  ensue? 
All  liic  inferior  officers  are  to  be  made  by  the  crea- 
tures of  the  president,  men  who  hold  their  official 
existence  but  by  the  breath  of  his  nostrils,  and  of 
approved  fealty  to  hini.  He  and  his  confidential 
advisers  would  overloiik  and  direct  these  appoint- 
ments; and  they  would  be  made  upon  the  unsafe, 
the  mischievous  principles  of   party   tactics.  '   The 
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subordinate  agents  would  affiliate  well  with  the  com- 
missioners of  the  "exchequer  board;"  but  less  intel- 
ligence and  greater  profligacy  would  indicate  that 
they  were  in  the  descending  scale  of  trust  and  autho- 
rity 


It  it  true  that,  iu  tliii  scheme,  there  is  »  >how 


Jusi  iuch  terms  were  used,  at  the  time,  to  justify  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  banic.  To  be  so 
honest  and  patriotic  as  to  expose  the  malversations 
of  his  associates  in  the  promotion  of  party  purposes, 
would  assuredly  be  incompetency;  not  to  prostitute 
oflicial  influence  for  the  same  end,  would  be  a  neg- 
lect of  duty;  and  its  grossest  violation  would  be,  any 
act,  or  even  expression,  against  the  wickedness  and 
tyranny  of  party  rule.  Yet,  under  the  general  and 
loose  law  laid  down  to  define  executive  discretion, 
many  other  pretexts  might  be  assigned  for  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  most  faithful  and  able  officers,  when  such 
were  the  true  motives. 

But,  in  the  arrangement  of  this  measure,  one  of  its 
most  important  features  is  theeslablishmentof  agon 
cies  of  the  board  in  the  states,  with  the  power  not 
only  to  transact  the  appropriate  business  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  but  also  to  receive  private  deposites,  to 
give  certificates  therefor,  to  purchase  domestic  bills 
of  exchange,  and  to  sell  drafts  upon  the  board  or  any 
of  its  agencies.  These'  latter  functions,  which  per- 
tain peculiarly  to  ordinary  banking,  are  to  be  in  ac- 
tive and  complete  operation,  under  the  authority  of 
the  proposed  bill  when  it  shall  have  been  passed  by 
congress,  until  any  state  in  which  an  agency  may 
have  been  established  shall,  by  its  law,  lay  an  inter- 
dict upon  such  agency.  So  soon  as  the  supervisory 
power  of  the  stale,  thus  to  be  put  into  action,  and  ac- 
knowledged to  be  paramount,  is  applied,  those  bank- 
ing transactions  cease  wholly;  unless,  indeed,  they 
may  in  (ior(  be  permitted  to  continue  by  the  puissant 
slate  Ugistatim.  One  legislature  may  only  prohibit 
the  issuing  of  certificates  for  private  deposites,  on  the 
ground  of  unwillingness  to  tolerate  this  mode  of  mak- 
ing a  currency.  Another  will  forbid  deposites  by  in- 
dividuals, in  order  to  prevent  them  from  being  min- 
gled in  the  same  operations  with  the  public  money 
A  third  is  largely  a  creditor  slate,  and  thinking  the 
purchase  of  domestic  bills  by  the  cxcheqner  would 
add  to  the  facilities  of  her  citizens  in  collecting  their 
distaut  debts,  she  will  permit  the  agencies  within  her 


been  generally  held  to  have  no  superior.  We  mean 
the  present  secretai-y  cf  state.  When  the  bill  to  re- 
charter  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  was  before 
congress,  Mr.  Moore  moved  an  amendment:  "first, 
that  no  branch  should  be  established  in  any  state 
without  Ihe  assent  of  the  state;  and,  second,  that  any 
branch  shall  be  liable  to  taxation  in  the  state,  as  the 
state  banks  are,  or  in  proportion  as  other  property  is 
taxed."  Mr.  Webster  strenuously  and  triumphantly 
resisted  the  adoption  by  the  senate  of  this  amend- 
ment; and,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  he  said 
most  justly: 

"For  my  own  part,  I  look  upon  the  two  parts  of  the 
amendment  as  substantially  of  the  same  character. 
Each,  in  my  opinion,  confers  a  power  upon  the 
states  to  expel  the  bank  at  their  pleasure;  in  other 
words,  entirely  to  defeat  the  operations,  and  destroy 
the  capacity   for  usefulness  of  the  whole  bank." — 

The  constitution  gives  to  congress  the  right  to  lay 
duties  and  imposts,  and  it  prohibits  the  exercise  of 
any  such  power  by  the  states."  "But  will  any  man 
say  that  congress  could  now  authorise  the  states  to 
lay  and  collect  imposts,  under  any  restrictions  or  li- 
mitations whatever?  No  one  will  pretend  it.  That 
would  be  to  make  a  new  partition  of  power  between 
this  government  and  the  state  governments.  i\Ir.  Ma- 
has  very  correctly  observed  that  the  consent  of 
the  slates  cannot  confer  a  new  power  vpon  congress,  ex- 
cept in  those  cases  specially  provided  in  the  constitu- 
tion. This  is  very  true;  and  it  is  equally  true  that 
the  stales  cannot  oblain  a  ticw  power  by  tlie  consent  of 
coiigi-MS."  "These  reasons,  sir,  lead  me  to  think  that 
if,  for  purposes  connected  with  the  beneficent  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  we  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  continue  this  corporation,  we  are  not  at  li- 
berty to  repeal  any  protection  or  any  immunity  with 
which  the  constitution  surrounds  it.  W>  cnniiof  give 
a  law  of  the  Vniltd  Slates  less  than  its  constituUoiuU  ef- 
fect. The  constitution  says  that  every  such  law  pass- 
ed in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  shall  be  jjnra- 
nioiirtf  (0  any  slate  law.  We  cannot  enact  that  it  shall 
not  be  so;  for  that  would  be  to  repeal,  so  far,  the 
constitution." 

According  to  these  principles,  so  clearly  and  truly 
stated  by  Mr.  Webster,  if  congress  have  authority  to 
establish  the  agencies,  not  only  their  existence,  but 
every  power  and  attribute  with  which  they  may  be 
clothed,  arc  derived  exclusively  from  that  source; 
and  we  cannot  empower  any  state  legislature  to  re- 
peal, suppress,  or  limit  any  of  the  functions  of  the 
agency,  because  this  "would  be  to  make  a  new  par- 
tition of  power  between  this  government  and  the 
state  governments"  and  would  be  "to  repeal  so  far 
the  constitution."  Is  it  not  strange  that  the  provi- 
sion under  consideration  should  come  hero  with  sii«/» 
santliona  us  it  has,  and  yet  expressly  recognise  the 
power  of  any  state  legislature  to  modify  and  partial- 
ly annul  a  constitutional  institution  created  by  con- 
gress, so  as  to  arrest  forever  some  of  its  most  im- 
portant capacities  whilst  they  are  in  full  operation? 
This  would  be  a  bold  and  fearful  innovation — the 
first  great  move  to  reduce  the  government  to  the  old 
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articles  of  confederation,  but  not  the  last.  In  the 
conclusion  of  this  short  but  powerful  speech  on  what 
was  presented  as  a  twofold  amendment,  but  men^- 
bers  being  in  substance  one  and  identical,  and  in- 
volving the  power  of  congress  to  establish  a  bank 
within  a  stale,  and  so  treated  by  Mr.  Webster,  he 
says: 

"We  seem  to  be  making  the  last  struggle  for  the 
authority  of  congress  to  interfere  at  all  with  the  ac- 
tual currency  of  the  country.  I  shall  never  agree  to 
surrender  that  authority;  I  would  as  soon  yield  up 
the  coinage  power  itself;  nor  do  I  think  there  would 
be  a  much  greater  danger,  nor  a  much  clearer  de- 
parture from  constitutional  principle,  in  consentmg 
to  such  surrender,  than  in  acquiescing  in  what  is  now 
proposed." 

Let  congress  pass  the  section  now  animadverted 
upon,  and  in  form,  at  least,  this  momentous  surrender 
■will  have  been  fully  made.  That  it  would  have  prac- 
tical effect,  practically  at  least,  cannot  be  doubted. 
It  is  not  a  matter  entitled  to  mtich  consideration, 
but  still  it  is  a  palpable  fact  that  these  capacities 
of  the  agencies  of  the  exchequer  to  receive  indivi- 
dual deposites,  and  to  issue  certiiicates  therefor, 
and  to  sell  checks  and  buy  bills,  is  in  direct  conflic- 
tion  with  the  doctrines  of  both  the  veto  messages  of 
the  president  at  tlie  last  session  of  congress.  In 
each  of  those  papers  he  says  his  opinion  has  uni- 
formly been  proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise 
*'of  the  power  of  congress  to  create  a  national  bank 
to  operate  per  se  over  the  union."  And  now,  after 
long  and  solemn  deliberation,  it  is  proposed  by  him, 
with  the  concurrence  o(  his  "cotislitutional  tidvisers," 
to  create  a  government  bank  possessing  those  or- 
dinary banking  powers,  with  the  additional  one  of 
issuing  a  paper  circulation,  to  be  exercised  by  the 
principal  bank  and  its  agencies,  and  operating  in 
full  efficacy  per  se  all  over  the  imion.  A  recognition 
of  the  preposterous  principle  that  the  power  of  a 
state  legislature  to  repeal  a  law  of  congress  may  or 
may  not,  by  its  option,  be  made  practically  to  operate 
on  this  measure,  does  not  in  any  degree  affect  the 
position  assumed.  This  power  of  repeal  may  never 
be  exercised;  it  will  not  be  attempted  until  the  exche- 
quer board,  with  its  agencies,  has  gone  into  effect; 
and  as,  during  the  intervening  period,  there  would  be 
no  legislation  but  that  of  congress  upon  the  subject, 
and  the  system  \\'ould  nevertheless  be  in  complete 
operation,  it  results  necessarily  that  it  must  operate 
per  se.  The  president  thus  yields  that  all  the  essen- 
tial powers  and  functions  which  have  everbeen  claim- 
ed for  a  national  bank  may  be  enforced  by  act  of  con- 
gress. 

Although  the  executive  has  heretofore  put  forth 
the  notion  that  a  banking  corporation  may  be  char- 
tered by  congress  and  become  operative  in  a  state  by 
its  concurring  legislation,  and  until  then  that  its  func- 
tions would  be  suspended  like  the  coffin  of  Mahomet, 
it  would  probably  not  be  just  to  some  members  of  his 
cabinet  to  attribute  any  such  opinion  to  them.  Neith- 
er would  we  be  altogether  authorized  in  assuming 
that  he  and  his  ^^co7istitiUional  advisers^^  were  of  opin- 
ion thai  this  fallacy  might  be  presumed,  and  would 
thus  be  in  potential  operation  in  relation  to  this  mea- 
sure until  the  state  legislatures  should  have  passed 
laws  repealing  the  act  of  congress.  Such  a  presump- 
tion would  violate  all  the  probabilities  of  such  a  vari- 
ous state  of  the  case,  arrayed  by  the  president  in  his 
first  veto  message,  to  impugn,  what  he  alleged  to  be, 
its  recognition  against  truth  in  relation  to  another 
measure,  that  a  becoming  respect  for  his  cmisistency 
would  force  us  to  reject  all  thought  that  he  relied  upon 
any  such  aid  to  perfect  the  "lame  and  impotent" 
authority  of  congress. 

But  there  is  a  prohibition  to  purchase  bills  of  ex- 
change, drawn  and  payable  in  the  same  state  or  ter- 
ritory, and  also  unless  the  places  of  drawing  and  pay- 
ment should  be  —  miles  apart.  This  struck  tlie  un- 
dersigned as  calculated  to  subserve  no  wise  purpose, 
but  as  being  singular  and  unreasonable,  if  not  whim- 
sical. The  drawer  of  a  bill  might  reside  in  the  city 
of  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  and  the  payer  in  Buf- 
falo or  Pittsburg;  and  yet  bills  between  those  points 
might  aid  commerce  among  the  states  as  much  as  any 
such  paper  of  the  same  amount  between  persons  of 
different  states,  and  living — miles  apart.  The  idea 
of  excluding  the  purchase  of  all  bills,  except  what 
will  contribute  to  the  assistance  of  national  com- 
merce, and  then  to  identify  them,  by  prescribing 
miles  and  furlongs  to  be  between  the  drawer  and  pay- 
er, though  original,  is  certainly  entitled  to  very  little 
respect.  What  is  to  be  this  distance  that  shall  give 
national  character  to  a  bill  of  exchar>ge,  and  which 
shall  entitle  the  holder  to  have  his  paper  discounted 
in  this  "national  monopoly  of  brokerage?"  Shall  the 
same  rule  be  adopted  for  all  the  States,  for  Delaware 
and  Virginia,  for  Rhode  Island  and  N.  York:  Unless 
it  should  be  made  so  low  as,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  whole  device,  to  be  ludicrous,  it  would  prevent 
this  means  of  exchange  not  only  between  important 


commercial  points  in   the  same  state,  but  between 
those  of  contiguous  states. 

In  this  connexion  may  be  considered  the  authority 
of  the  board  to  appoint  any  specie-paying  bank  to 
perform  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  goverment 
and  the  treasury,  in  any  state  in  which  it  may  be 
deemed  inexpedient  to  establish  an  agency.  The 
board  may  change  these  banks  at  pleasure.  It  will 
be  the  interest  of  the  state  banks  to  have  the  govern- 
ment deposiles,  and  there 'will  be  keen  competition 
for  them.  The  prostitution  of  their  business  and  in- 
fluence to  promote  the  projects  and  interests  of  the 
faction  which  may  happen  to  have  the  possession  of 
the  government,  vvill  be  the  price  which  will  be  re- 
quired, and  which  will  be  paid  for  these  deposites. — 
Recent  experience  has  taught  this  truth.  This  in- 
dication of  state  banks,  too,  for  such  purposes,  is,  in 
part,  an  exercise  of  the  power  to  create  such  an  agent 
in  the  states  without  their  consent.  It  would  only 
differ  in  mode  from  the  case  where  the  agent  should 
be  incorporated  by  a  law  of  congress;  but  both  would, 
in  its  way,  be  a  creation  of  an  agency  by  federal  au- 
thority, and  that  ought  to  be  preferred  which  would 
allow  to  congress  exclusive  jurisdiction.  But  the 
point  of  view  most  generally  interesting,  in  which 
this  measure  presents  itself,  is,  the  influence  which 
it  is  expected  to  exert  over  matters  connected  with 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country,  and  especi- 
ally the  currency.  The  proper  office  of  currency  is 
not  to  create  or  even  to  excite  business  by  the  arti- 
ficial stimulus  of  redundancy.  Instead  of  operating 
as  a  cause,  it  ought  to  be  merely  an  agent  of  com- 
merce, the  healthy  condition  of  which  will  only  al- 
low such  increase  of  the  circulating  medium  as  shall  i 
correspond  with  its  natural  growth  and  development. 
-Steadiness  in  the  value  and  in  the  quantum  of  cur- 
rency, subject  to  this  modification,  is  essential  to  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  any  country.  In  (he  United 
States  the  increase  of  population  is  about  four  per 
cent,  per  annum  in  every  period  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  the  natural  and  permanent  growth  of  all  business 
and  commerce  may  be  assumed  to  be  at  about  the 
same  or  a  less  rate.*  There  were  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1811,  eighty-nine  banks  in  existence,  with 
§52,001,601  of  capital,  <i,28,in0,000  of  circulation, 
and  $15,400,000  of  specie,  and  our  population  was 
then  about  7,529,406.  In  1816  there  were  240  banks, 
with  a  captital  of  §89,822,422,  having  a  circulation 
of  §68,000,000,  and  §19,000,000  of  specie.  The  re- 
gular and  proper  increase  of  bank  circulation  for  the 
intervening  period  of  five  years,  upon  the  principle 
assumed,  would  have  been  $5,620,000;  but  it  was  in 
fact  the  enormous  amount  of  «,39,900,000,  being  an  in- 
crease of  above  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  per  cent, 
upon  the  whole  amount.  This  vast  accession  to  the 
paper  medium  followed  immediately  the  expiration 
of  the  charter  of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
In  1810  the  second  bank  was  chartered^  and  in  1890, 
though  the  banks  had  increased  to  308,  and  their  ca- 
pital to  §137,110,611,  their  circulation  had  fallen 
back  to  the  sum  of  §44,863,344,  and  yet  their  specie 
had  been  augmented  §820,240.  If  events  had  been 
left  to  their  natural  course,  the  increased  business  of 
the  country  would  have  brought  up  the  bank  issues 
in  1820  to  §37,216,000,  and  the  restrictive  and  salu- 
tary influence  of  the  United  States  bank  co-operating 
with  the  inevitable  reaction,  would  have  reduced 
them  to  within  a  few  millions  of  that  amount.  In 
1830  the  banks  numbered  3.SU,  with  a  capital  of 
§145,192,268,  having  a  circulation  of  §01,323,889, 
and  §22,114,917  of  specie.  It  has  been  shown  that 
the  proper  quantum  of  this  circulation  in  1820,  in  or- 
der to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  business,  was 
§37,216,000,  and  the  augmentation  upon  that  amount 
up  to  the  year  18.30,  would  have  produced  the  sum 
of  §52,102,400  instead  of  §01,323,839,  as  the  amount 
of  this  medium  demanded  by  the  then  wants  of  the 
country.  Such  is  the  proneness  of  the  paper  system 
to  excess  in  our  country,  where  ther^are  so  many 
separate  and  independent  authorities  emitting  this 
currency,  that  the  influence  of  the  U.  States  banks, 
in  its  most  successful  operation,  could  not  prevent 
some  degree  of  plethora  in  it.  Yet  from  these  facts 
it  may  be  fairly  deduced,  that,  under  the  auspices  of 
a  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  business  and  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country  were  in  a  sound  state 
in  the  year  1811;  that,  in  consequence  of  that  insti- 
tution being  permitted  to  go  out  of  existence,  they 
became  exceedingly  disordered  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  five  years;  that,  at  the  end  of  this  period, 
another  bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorporated, 
and  brought  back  the  currency  and  trade  of  the  coun- 
try to  a  sound  and  healthy  state,  which,  under  the 
same  safe  control,  continued  for  ten  years  longer  in 
as  great  a  degree  perhaps  as  is  attainable.  Then 
commenced  the  implacable  and  exterminating  war 


*The  increase  of  the  i-.vpori  and  import  trnde  may  form 
a  lictter  cri:erii>n<  and  this  does  noi  exceed  2  per  cent-  per 
annum.  Indeed,  the  increase  of  business  generally  re- 
quires but  litllo  more  th-in  increased  uciiiity  of  circulation. 


which  that  extraordinary  man  (President  Jackson) 
waged  against  this  institution.  It  soon  became  ap- 
parent that  his  all-powerful  popularity,  and  his  ob- 
durate spirit  of  hostility  to  the  bank  would  triumph, 
and  that  it  must  fall.  It  was  then  it  began  to  lose  its 
potency  in  regulating  the  monetary  concerns  of  the 
country,  and  the  consequences  resulting  from  the  ex- 
piration and  non-renewal  of  its  charter  in  fact  com- 
menced. The  state  legislatures  were  stimulated  by 
the  party  then  in  power  to  incorporate  more  banks, 
and  those  institutions  to  an  enormous  expansion  of 
their  business.  In  1337  the  number  of  state  banks 
had  run  up  to  six  hundred  and  thirty-four,  their  capi- 
tal to  §290,772,091,  their  circulation  to  §149,185,890, 
their  specie  to  §37,915,340,  and  their  loans  and  dis- 
counts from  §200,451,214  in  1830,  to  §525,115,702; 
when  the  natural  and  safe  increase  of  business  would 
have  required  an  addition  to  the  circulation  of  only 
§20,840,960,  making  an  aggregate  of  §72,943,300,  or 
less  than  fifty  per  ceiit.  of  its  actual  amount.  'I'he 
total  bank  accommodations  at  the  same  time  should 
have  been  hut  §280,031,699.  It  is  thus  shown  that 
in  the  year  1837  the  redundance  of  bank  circulation 
amounted  to  §76,242,530;  and  of  bank  accommoda- 
tion to  §244,484,1113.  Is  it  strange  that  all  interests, 
all  business,  all  prices  became 'bloated  and  unreal  ex- 
citements; that  a  wild  and  uncalculating  spirit  of 
speculation  seized  upon  the  whole  country,  and  bore 
it  with  resistless  force  towards  general  ruin?  This 
incalculable  amount  of  mischief  was  all  produced  by 
the  series  of  hostile  acts  of  an  infuriated  and  resist- 
less executive  against  the  United  States  bank,  and  its 
ultimate  overthrow  by  him,  aided  by  the  concur- 
rence of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government;  by 
the  destructive  spirit  of  rivalry  and  thirst  for  its  bu- 
siness and  popularity  to  which  the  state  banks  were 
stimulated  by  the  same  powers;  and  by  the  deep  in- 
undation of  their  paper  with  which  they  were  requir- 
ed to  flood  the  coimtry,  as  one  item  in  the  price  they 
were  to  pay  for  the  public  deposites.  It  was  thus 
the  state  banks  were  corrupted  by  the  government, 
to  the  violation  of  all  the  principles  of  pruilent  bank- 
ing, that  the  country  might  be  excited  to  a  seeming 
but  most  delusive  increase  of  prosperity,  in  order  to 
keep  the  people  passive  until  the  consummation  of 
the  destruction  of  the  best  moneyed  institution,  which 
ever  blessed  any  country.  Natural  reaction  and  bit- 
ter experience  have  caused  the  commencement  of  a 
slow,  but  most  painful  reform.  Nevertheless,  on  the 
8th  day  of  January,  1840,  there  wore  in  circulation 
§106,908,5572  of  paper;  and  the  bank  accommoda- 
tion then  amounted  to  §462,890,523:  when  the  re- 
gular growth  of  business  would  have  required  but 
§72,943,300  of  circulation,  and  §280,634,099  of  ac- 
commodation— being  an  excess  in  the  first  of  about 
fifty,  and  the  second  of  sixty-five  per  cent.  Since 
that  time,  some  of  the  banks  have  contracted,  and 
others  have  expanded;  so  that  the  existing  state  of 
things  is  probably  atiout  as  it  then  was.  These  facts 
may  be  safely  assumed  to  exist;  that  there  is  a  large 
redundance  in  the  paper  medium  and  in  bank  accom- 
modation; that  the  banks,  in  about  three-fourths  of 
the  states,  have  suspended  specie  payments,  many 
having  but  small  metallic  basis,  and  but  few  an  ade- 
quate one;  that  llieircirculalion  is  greatly  fluctuating 
and  deeply  vitious,  being  in  some  instances  at  a  dis- 
count of  fifty  per  cent,  or  more,  and  ranging  general- 
ly between  five  and  twenty;  that  all  these  disturbing 
causes  have  acted  with  disastrous  effect  upon  the 
productive  industry  and  general  consumption  of  the 
entire  country;  that  all  business  is  ,j)aralyzed,  confi- 
dence is  lost,  labor  is  without  its  proper  reward,  and 
men  know  not  what  calculations  to  make  for  the  fu- 
ture. The  remedy  for  these  great  evils  is  not  alto- 
n-ether  with  the  government;  but  it  might  and  ought 
to  contribute  largely  toward  it — to  the  reclamation 
of  the  countrv,  without  violent  change,  but  gra- 
dually to  a  stale  of  health  and  prosperity.  Let  us 
examine  the  aptitudes  of  the  exchequer  board  and 
its  agencies  fur  this  great  work. 

It  proposes  to  receive  upon  deposite  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver bullion  of  individuals,  and  to  issue  to  the  deposi- 
tor a  certificate,  for  which  one-half  per  cent,  may  bo 
charged.  It  is  to  issue  treasury  notes  not  exceeding 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  unless  a  greater  amount 
should  be  authorised  by  law,  which  shall  be  redeem- 
ed on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver,  at  the  place  of  issue, 
and  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  governmentdues. 
There  is  also  a  provision  that  the  board  and  each 
agency  shall,  at  all  times,  so  limit  their  issues  that  the 
gold  and  silver  on  hand  shall  be  equal  to  one-third 
the  amount  of  such  issues  outstanding;  that  they  may 
draw  drafts  upon  each  other,  and  sell  them  for  a  pre- 
mium hot  exceeding  two  per  cent.;  and,  finally,  that 
they  may  purchase  at  the  same  rate  domestic  bills 
without  any  limitation  as  to  amount. 

Suppose  the  exchequer  board  should  go  into  opera- 
tion, and  so  far  succeed  that  the  circulation  which  it 
might  emit  would  be  of  par  value,  which  is  by  no 
means  conceded,  what  aecommodation  and  relief 
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■would  it  afford  to  the  country  generally?  The  dis- 
bursements of  the  government,  and  the  receipts  of  the 
public  revenue  at  a  few  of  our  great  importing  cities, 
would  concentrate  along  the  seaboard  a  large  amount 
of  these  treasury  notes.  Boston,  New  York  and  Phi- 
ladelphia beingour  principal  marts  of  foreign  goods, 
from  whence  every  part  of  the  union  receives  supplies, 
the  large  balances  that  are  perpetually  accruing  in 
favor  of  those  cities  would  be,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent discharged  in  this  medium.  These  causes  would 
enable  a  few  points  to  engross  the  whole  issues  of  the 
exchequer  board,  and  leave  the  rest  of  the  country 
without  any  benefit  from  them  as  a  circulating  me- 
dium. Mr.  Webster  presents  this  view  with  great 
clearness,  in  a  speech  in  which  he  resisted  the  estab- 
lishment of  sucli  a  project,  when  suggested  by  Mr. 
Calhoun.     Hear  him: 

"If  his  plan  could  prevail,  he  would  have  the  duties 
Collected  either  in  specie  or  in  a  government  paper 
to  be  issued  from  the  treasury,  He  would  reject  all 
bank  notes  whatever.  If  the  gentleman,  sir,  fears 
centralization,  I  am  astonished  that  he  docs  not  «ec 
centralization  in  all  its  terrors  m  this  very  proposition 
of  his  own.  Pray  allow  me  to  ask,  sir,  where  will 
the  government  paper,  in  the  course  of  its  issue  and 
circulation,  naturally  centre?  To  what  point  will  it 
tend?  Certainly,  most  certainly,  to  the  greatest 
points  of  collection  and  expenditure:  to  the  very  heart 
of  the  metropolitan  city,  wherever  that  city  may  be. 
This  is  as  inevitable  as  the  fall  of  water,  or  tlie  re- 
sults of  attraction.  If  two-thirdsof  the  duties  be  col- 
lected in  New  York,  it  will  follow  of  course  that 
two-thirds  of  any  gove)^^nu:nt  paper,  received  for  du- 
ties will  be  there  received;  and  it  will  be  more  va- 
luable there  than  elsewhere." 

The  spirit  of  prophecy  could  not  have  spoken  with 
more  truth.  Ever  since  the  first  emission  of  treasury 
notes,  in  1S37,  to  the  present  time,  their  flow  to  New 
York  has  been  caused  by  laws  as  steady  and  resistless 
as  those  which  regulate  the  gulf  stream:  and  so  true 
is  this  fact  that,  at  this  moment,  there  is  hardly  any 
delay  between  their  issue  and  appearance  at  the  cus- 
tom-house in  that  city.  This  circulation  is  so  exclu- 
sively of  a  custom-house  nature  that,  I  have  under- 
stood, a  treasury  note  is  never  seen  in  circulation  in 
the  interior  states.  If  the  representatives  of  a  few 
districts  in  which  large  sums  of  public  money  are 
expended,  or  into  which  heavy  importations  of  dutia- 
ble articles  are  made,  were  so  unenlightened  or  unpa- 
triotic as  to  be  guided  solely  by  the  consideration 
of  dollars  and  cents  for  the  benefit  of  their  immediate 
constituents,  they  might  give  their,  support  to  this 
measure.  But  it  has  transcendentiy  more  important 
bearings.  Its  safety  as  a  depository  of  the  revenues, 
its  political  tendencies,  its  results  in  enlarging  the 
scope  and  increasing  the  vigor  and  danger  of  execu- 
tive influence,  in  corrupting  the  government  in  all  its 
branches  and  the  public  morals,  in  sapping  our  insti- 
tutions and  endangering  public  liberty,  ought  to  be 
looked  to,  and  well  looked  to,  before  any  person 
pledges  himself  to  this  important  measure. 

But  there  is  yet  another  reason,  of  greater  force, 
■why  these  treasury  notes,  even  if  they  should  main- 
tain par  value,  would  give  no  general  relief  as  a  cur- 
rency. In  three-fourths  of  the  stales  the  circulation 
is  considerably  below  par;  and  when  two  media  arc 
put  in  circulation  together,  the  one  of  par  value 
and  the  other  under,  and  yet  greaUy  the  larger,  the 
latter  will  certainly  displace  the  former.  Mr.  Web- 
ster thus  puts  tljis  principle  in  an  unanswerable  point 
of  view: 

"The  evil  is  not  to  be  remedied  by  introducing  a 
new  paper  circulation;  there  could  be  no  such  thing, 
he  showed  by  a  variety  of  illustrations,  as  two  media 
in  circulation,  the  one  credited  and  the  other  discre- 
dited. The  result  is,  that  the  sound  coin  disappears, 
is  hoarded  up,  because  more  valuable  than  that  of 
the  same  nominal  value,  which  was  in  general  circu- 
lation." 

So  long  as  the  treasury  notes  continued  to  be  of 
the  greater  value,  the  larger  circulation  of  the  stale 
banks  v/ould  inevitably  exclude  them.  That  they 
would  be  hoarded,  and  bought  and  sold  as  merchan- 
dise, is  proved  by  all  cxpcriunce-. 

Another  established  truth  in  banking  and  currency 
is,  that  no  paper  medium  can  he  kept  at  par  value 
unless  it  be  rcdeeiuable  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  holder.     Mr.  Webster  says: 

"Whenever  bank  notes  arc  not  convertible  into, 
gold  and  silver  .it  the  will  of  the  holder,  they  become 
of  less  value  than  gold  and  silver.  All  experiments 
upon  this  subject  have  come  to  the  same  result.  The 
depreciation  may  not  he  sensibly  perceived  the  first 
day  or  the  first  week  it  takes  place.  It  will  first  be 
discerned  in  what  is  called  the  rise  of  specie;  it  will  '  re 
next  be  seen  in  the  increased  price  of  all  cornmodi 


It  must  he  able  not  only  to  pass  in  payments  and  re- 1 
ceipts  among  individuals  of  the  same  society  and  na- 
tion, but  to  adjust  and  discharge  the  balance  of  ex- 
changes between  different  nations.  The  precious 
metals  alone  can  answer  these  purposes.  They  alone, 
therefore,  are  money,  and  whatever  else  is  to  perform 
the  office  of  money,  must  be  their  representative  and 
capable  of  being  turned  into  them  at  will." 

Let  us  examine  whether  these  treasury  notes  will 
be  able  to  maintain  this  all-important  quality  of  be- 
ing always  convertible  into  gold  and  silver.  That  is 
the  foundation  upon  which  the  architects  of  this 
structure  profess  to  build;  to  which  they  are  pledged 
by  the  past  and  the  present,  and  without  the  assump- 
tion of  which  they  would  not  dare  to  hold  up  this 
measure  to  Iho  .'\mcrican  people.  Unless,  then,  they 
can  establish  a  reasonable  confidence  that  this  indis- 
pensable property  of  a  good  currency  will  be  secured, 
Ihey  must  consider  their  project  as  exploded,  inde- 
pendent of  any  judgment  which  might  be  passed  upon 
it  by  reason  of  its  other  features.  ' 

For  some  years  past,  the  average  surplus  or  actual 
amount  of  money  in  the  treasury  has  been  less  than 
two  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  the  present  time  there 
is  a  large  deficit.  The  secretary  informs  us,  in  his 
annual  report,  that  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  it  will 
be  minus  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars.  But, 
thougli  the  sources  of  revenue  are  now  insufficient, 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  congress  to  make  them  suffi- 
cient. This  will  probably  be  done:  but  so  great  arc 
the  just  and  proper  demands  of  the  public  service, 
that  any  scale  of  duties  which  will  probably  be  adopt- 
ed will  not  afford  a  larger  average  surplus  than  one 
million  of  dollars.  So  far  as  the  revenues  are  to  fur- 
nish capital  for  this  government  bank,  that  sum  then 
would  be  the  available  means,  the  basis  of  the  fifteen 
millions,  or  less  amount  of  its  paper  issues.  To  give 
the  macliineagood  amount  of  momentum  at  the  start, 
this  million  of  dollars  would  be  collected  and  furnished 
by  the  government  receivers  in  gold  or  silver.  Well, 
in  the  present  bruised  and  degraded  condition  of  the 
public  credit,  how  long  would  it  take  brokers  and 
others  to  rush  to  the  exchequer  board  and  to  sweep 
the  whole  stock  of  its  specie  ?  It  is  indisputable  that 
the  supplies  of  the  treasury  would  not  furnish  a  suffi- 
cient metallic  basis,  on  which  this  treasury  bank 
could  be  planted,  with  the  prospect  of  a  single  day's 
security;  and  well  was  the  sagacious  mind  that  fram- 
ed the  bill  convinced  of  this  truth.  There  is  a  sec- 
tion which  authorizes  the  board  to  issue  certificates 
of  a  stock  of  the  United  Slates  for  five  millions  of 
dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num; and  to  sell  and  transfer  these  certificates  for 
whatever  they  may  bring,  be  it  much  or  little,  in  gold 
or  silver  coin  or  bullion,  whenever  this  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  exchequer 
board.  A  *ase  of  probable  and  urgent  emergency 
must  have  been  expected,  otherwise  some  limit  would 
have  been  prescribed  to  the  discount  upon  the  sale  of 
this  stock,  at  a  time  when  nobody  will  touch  a  loan 
slock  carrying  six  per  cent,  interest.  It  would  have 
been  more  ingenious,  loo,  that  the  creation  of  this 
public  debt  should  have  been  predicated  upon  the  ne- 
cessity to  comnunce  the  operations  of  the  exchequer 
board:  for  that  was  the  certain  need  which  this  con- 
tingent power  was  intended  to  serve;  and,  without  its 
exercise,  it  was  known  that  the  lliing  would  never  be 
quickened  into  life.  Well,  by  means  of  the  surplus 
revenue  and  the  sale  of  this  loan  stock,  the  govern- 
ment bank  is  enabled  to  commence  business  with  five 
or  six  millions  of  specie;  and,  as  it  is  required  to  have 
but  one  dollar  of  specie  in  vault  for  three  of  circula- 
tion, fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  treasury  notes  would 
be  at  once  issued.  If  business  were  always  to  flow 
along  smoothly  in  its  usual  channels,  that  proportion 
betv.cen  the  basis  and  circulation  of  a  bank  might  be 
sufficient.  But  the  great  expansion  of  the  paper  sys- 
tem, the  accelerated  speed  of  commercial  intercourse 
among  natiolis,  and  the  heavy  balances  against  us  in 
the  foreign  trade  since  the  great  reduction  in  our 
tarilf  of  duties,  have  increased  the  frequency,  the 
suddenness,  and  the  greatness  of  commercial  revul- 
sions in  this  country.  From  the  operation  of  these 
causes,  the  experience  of  the  last  twenty  years  has 
amply  demonstrated  that  this  stock  of  specie  is  not 
enough  to  fortify  private  bunks  against  the  severe  and 
unforeseen  shocks  to  which  they  are  exposed  by  gen- 
eral disorders  and  disruptions  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business  and  commerce.  This  truth  will  be  found 
upon  trial  to  liave  an  application  much  more  rigni'- 
ous  to  this  institution  than  to  ordinary  banks:  because 
it  will  be  less  able  to  command  certainly  and  prompt- 
ly its  resources,  and  will  be  subjected  to  greater  los- 
ses. To  no  inconsiderable  extent  will  these  resoiir- 
be  absorbed  hy  loans  and  advancements  to  the 
I'rnment.      The  plundering  and  purloining  of  the 


tics.  The  c.iiculaling  medium  of  a  commercial  coin-  odirei-i  of  the  board  and  some  forty  agencies  will  be 
muoity  niii«l  be  that  winch  is  the  eiiculaling  incdin;ii  '  niwdicr  Inrge  item.  If  the  funds  of  llie  banks,  owned 
of  other  commercial  coinniMnities,  or  mini  iic  rapa-  by  private  stockholders  and  guarded  by  the  keen  vigi- 
bie  of  being  converted  into  tint  medium  without  loss.  !  lance  and  daily  supervision  of  individual  interest,  are 


so  frequently  stolen  by  those  entrusted  with  its  cus- 
tody as  to  have  become  a  common  occurrence,  bow 
much  more  precarious  and  unsafe  will  be  the  interests 
and  money  of  the  government,  looked  to,  as  they  gen- 
erally are,  even  by  its  most  faithful  agents,  with  care- 
lessness and  indolence.  A  heavy  loss  will  likewise 
most  certainly  ensue  from  the  making  of  bad  debts. 
This  consequence  cannot  be  excluded  wholly  from 
the  transactions  of  banks,  or  even  individuals,  by  any 
attainable  knowledge  of  thfe  condition  of  their  cus- 
tomers, or  the  exercise  of  any  degree  of  vigilance. 
Even  when  debts  are  good  in  their  inception,  it  re- 
quires a  constant  attention,  inquiry,  and  scrutiny  to 
keep  them  so,  far  beyond  any  thing  to  be  experienced 
or  even  hoped  of  public  agents,  whose  interests  are 
in  no  degree  affected  by  the  security  or  the  loss  of 
such  debts.  In  this  treasury  bank  the  amount  of  this 
class  of  losses  would  doubtless  be  very  large. 

But  the  political  managers  of  the  exchequer  board 
would  make  loans  by  discounting  bills  of  exchange, 
one  form  of  bounty  to  party  recruits,  and  of  reward 
for  political  service.  'Jhriflless  and  unprincipled 
men  would  get  their  hands  deep  into  the  vaults  of  the 
exchequer;  and  the  only  return  which  Ihey  would 
often  make,  would  be,  to  give  a  zealous  and  unscru- 
pulous support  to  the  niling  political  faction.  These 
household  troops  would  be  an  important  element  in 
adjusting  the  balance  of  political  power,  and  they 
vwtUd  be  paid.  There  would  seldom  be  any  means  in 
the  government  bank  to  accommodate  a  political  op- 
ponent, often  none  for  the  honest  trader  in  aid  of  use- 
ful traffic,  but  always  something  for  pov.'erful  politi- 
cal allies  and  efficient  partisans.  Though  bills  are 
limited  to  thirty  days  after  dale,  and  to  thirty  days 
after  sight,  there  is  no  prohibition  of  red^a^ving;  and 
this  process  would  be  continued  indefinitely,  as  indi- 
vidual convenience  and  party  policy  should  require, 
to  cover  up  such  Iransaclions.  Heavy  sums  would 
thus  be  suspended,  rendered  unavailaijie  to  assist  in 
any  mode  the  refleniption  of  treasury  notes  by  gold 
and  silver,  and  a  large  proportion  would  ultimately 
settle  down  into  a  dead  loss. 

There  are  other  causes  that  would  tend  to  make  it 
impossible  fur  the  exchequer  long  to  continue  specie 
payments.  The  stale  of  the  foreign  trade  and  the 
exchanges  would  cause,  at  times,  a  heavy  shipment 
of  specie;  and  of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  the  great 
emporium,  would  this  be  principally  required.  She 
would,  as  has  been  .shown,  from  causes  before  enu- 
merated, have  aggregated  the  principal  amount  of 
these  treasury  notes.  As  they  are  only  payable  at 
the  place  where  issued,  and  their  tendency  to  accu- 
mulate at  that  city  would  be  well  known,  no  great 
amount  would  be  issued  there.  Yet  ihey  would  be 
in  the  hands  of  her  large  importing  merchants,  who 
would  be  preparing  to  make  heavy  remittances  of  the 
metals,  and  they  would  constitute  the  principal  means 
to  raise  the  necessary  supply.  They  could  not  be 
there  converted  into  gold  and  silver,  and,  from  the 
inevitable  law  of  currency,  would  sink  below  par. — 
j  Being  mostly  payable  at  other  places,  the  only  means 
of  cashing  them  would  be  in  the  money  market, 
where  they  would  appear  in  such  masses  as  to  cause 
considerable  depreciation.  If  the  emergency  of  the 
holders  should  admit  of  a  few  day's  delay,  the  issues 
of  the  agencies  most  rapidly  accessible  would  be 
gathered  together  and  returned  upon  them.  Suppose 
one  of  these  agencies,  having  in  hand  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  specie,  had  issued  a  million  and 
a  half  of  treasury  notes — it  is  a  reasonable  calcula- 
tion that  half  the  amount  would  have  accumulated  at 
New  York.  By  Mr.  Webster's  argument,  as  t\>'o- 
tliirds  of  the  revenue  are  paid  at  this  port,  that  pro- 
portion of  the  treasury  notes  would  concentrate  there. 
When  there  is  a  great  demand  in  this  city  for  the 
precious  metals,  messengers  would  be  despalched  to 
that  agency  with  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  of  its  paper.  And  what,  then,  becomes  of  the 
obligation  always  to  redeem  this  paper  in  gold  and 
silver?  What  would  be  the  assurance  of  the  holders 
of  the  other  half  that  they  could  at  will  convert  it 
into  coin,  when  they  could  present  it  nowhere  else 
for  that  purpose? 

Again:  suppose  the  hill  should  pass,  the  treasury 
hank  will  go  into  operali-in  under  the  benumbing  in- 
fluence of  a  general  distrust  of  it,  and  when  the  cre- 
dit of  the  government  is  so  low  that  treasury  notes 
hearing  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  arc  at  a  discount  of 
from  1  lo  2  per  cent.,  and  its  stock  carrying  6  per 
cent,  per  annum  interest  is  refused  in  all  our  money 
markets.  It  will  be  impossible  for  the  holders  of 
these  treasury  notes  to  have  confidence  in  them;  and 
in  their  mistrust  Ihey  will  scrutinize  this  act  of  or- 
ganization. They  will  learn  that  when  they  present 
this  p.aper  for  redemption,  and  fail  to  get  gold  and 
silver  for  it,  they  will  have  no  right  o(  suit  against 
the  government  or  the  government  hank;  and  so  far 
from  being  enlillcci  to  It)  or  12  per  cent,  damages,  as 
against  most  banks  of  recent  charier,  they  will  not 
liare  ngaihsf  this  the  claim  that  would  exist  against 
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all  others  for  legal  interest.  They  would  nscerlain 
that  all  the  remedy  which  Ihey  would  have  would  be 
to  petition  the  tardy  justice  of  congress  for  a  re- 
dress of  grievances.  They  woidd  regard  the  whole 
affair  as  a  novel  and  doubtful  experiment;  and,  be 
assured,  they  would  make  hasle  to  convert  their 
treasury  notes  into  gold  and  silver. 

It  is  thus  proved  that  tlie  exchequer  board  v.'ould 
be  subjected  to  greater  losses,  that  it  would  have  a 
less  ready  and  available  command  of  its  means,  and 
that  it  would  be  exposed  to  larger,  more  sudden,  and 
more  constant  demands  for  specie,  than  ordinary 
banks.  Unless,  then,  it  had  extraordinary  capacities 
for  replenishing  its  stores  of  specie,  it  v/ould  be  im- 
possible for  it  to  continue  the  redemption  of  its  pa- 
per. It  could  not  count  upon  more  than  a  million  of 
dollars  average  from  the  public  revenues;  and  the 
only  other  resources  which  are  given  it,  is  the  power 
to  sell  its  own  drafts,  and  to  purchase  domestic  bills, 
the  general  mode  of  supply  in  ordinary  banking.  It 
is  not  only  endowed  with  these  the  most  valuable  and 
distinctive  powers  of  banking,  but  it  may  locate 
branches  all  over  the  Union;  it  has  a  fixed  and  also 
a  contingent  capital;  it  receives  public  and  private 
deposites,  and  banks  upon  them;  it  issues  a  circula- 
tion, and  conducts  all  its  operations  for  profit;  and 
yet  the  secretary  asserts,  ami  reiterates  the  assertion, 
that  it  is  no  bank.  It  would  be  a  bank,  because  it 
would  have  all  the  functions  and  attributes  of  a  bank; 
and  it  would  be  a  government  baidc,  because  the  go- 
vernment would  furnish  its  capital,  and  manage  and 
direct  its  concerns.  It  would  probably  be  as  well 
named  by  being  called  the  banking  department  of  the 
government;  and,  however  unseemly,  one  of  the 
principal  operations  of  government  would  be  bank 
ing.  Its  first  transactions  in  buying  and  selling  ex 
changes  would  probably  be  successful,  but  the  radi- 
cal and  inherent  vices  pervading  its  whole  structure 
■would  soon  produce  depreciation  in  its  paper, 
there  is  no  principle  in  banking  better  established 
tlian  that  a  bank  iclicse  paper  is  drpixcbilcd  cannot  com- 
viand  or  succesfj'tilhj  conduct  the  operations  of  exchange. 
These  transfers  must  be  made  in  gold  or  silver  or 
their  equivalent;  and  no  degree  of  probability  that 
the  draft  will  be  met  with  such  funds  can  suffice. 
The  purchaser  of  the  draft  will  be  required  to  pay  a 
premium  for  it  in  that  medium,  and  for  him  there 
must  be  the  positive  certainly.  The  continuous  pos- 
session of  a  sufficient  slock  of  this  only  universal 
medium  will  be  indispensable  to  enable  the  govern 


treasury  notes  of  small  denominations,  down  even  as 
low  as  twenty  dollars,  not  bearing  interest,  and  re- 
deemable at  no  fixed  period;  they  are  to  be  received 
"n  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  government,  but  are 
not  to  be  otherwise  paid  until,  at  some  indefinite 
time,  there  shall  be  a  certain  surplus  in  the  treasury 
beyond  what  the  secretary  may  think  it  requires. 
Now,  sir,  this  is  plain,  authentic,  statutable  paper 
money;  it  is  exactly  a  new  issue  of  old  contincnlal. 
If  the  genius  of  the  old  confederation  were  now  to 
rise  up  in  the  midst  of  us,  he  could  not  furnish  us 
from  the  abundant  stores  of  his  recollection  with  a 
more  perfect  model  of  paper  money.  It  carries  no 
interest;  it  has  fixed  no  time  of  payment;  it  is  to  cir- 
culate as  currency,  and  it  is  to  circulate  on  the  cre- 
dit of  the  government,  with  no  fixed  period  of  re- 
demption! If  this  be  not  paper  money,  sir,  pray 
what  is  it'     And,  sir,  who  expected  this?" 

Jty,  sir,  iclio  cxpecled  this?  The  treasury  notes  to  be 
issued  by  the  exchequer  bank  upon  their  face  will  be 
redeemable  on  demand;  but  this  promise  will  be  found 
to  be  illusive  and  false,  and  therefore  these  notes  will 
bo  less  honest  than  those  of  1837.  Both  are  in  essence 
continental  paper  money,  modified  by  the  greater  re- 
sources and  the  different  government  of  the  country. 
What,  then,  could  an  institution,  emitting  such  paper, 
effect  to  purify  the  currency,  to  bring  back  the  coun- 
try slowly,  but  certainly  from  the  excessess  of  a 
greatly  redundant  and  spuri'>us  circulation,  to  aid  in 
the  general  resumption  by  the  banks  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  to  check  their  future  aberrations,  to  faci 


cia!  oaths,  and  are  subject  to  a  daily  visitation,  ren- 
dered astute  by  personal  interest;  and  yet  the  fre- 
quency and  magnitude  of  their  depredations  upon 
the  treasures  committed  to  tlieir  charge,  is  frightful, 
and  threatens,  more  than  all  other  causes,  a  total 
overthrow  of  the  banking  system.  The  great  desi- 
deratum in  connexion  with  the  custody  of  the  public 
money  so  as  to  ensure  its  safety,  is  to  put  it  in  a  situ- 
tion  and  condition  that  partisan  political  officers, 
whose  duty  is  to  disburse,  shall  not  have  daily  and 
hourly  access  to  it.  If  it  were  possible  for  human 
ingenuity  to  form  a  device  wliich  would  inflexibly 
restrict  their  approach  to  it  to  the  purposes  of  legal 
expenditure,  so  far  as  they  are  implicated  its  safety 
would  be  assured;  but  this  is  unattainable,  and  the 
nearest  approximation  is  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  in  Danks.  This  throws  around  it  every  guard 
which  the  exchequer  board  can  possibly  afibrd;  and 
in  addition  the  much  more  reliable  ones  of  all  the 
means  of  the  bank,  all  the  instinctive  and  habitual 
watchfulness  of  those  whose  fortunes  are  deeply  ad- 
ventured in  it,  and  yet  another,  of  more  value  than 
all,  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  largest  portion  of 
its  capital.  The  bills  receivable  perpetually  absorb 
much  the  largest  amount  of  the  means  of  banks,  and 
place  them  beyond  the  present  depredation  of  its  offi- 
cers. 

The  history  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
confirms  the  truth  of  this  reasoning.  Between  1787 
and  1791  the  public  revenue  was  principally  kept  in 
nd  disbursed    by  means  of  state  banks.     From   the 


lilate  and  cheapen  exchanges,  to  assure  to  labor  and  latter  period  until  1811,  the  first  Bank  of  the  United 
industry  a  reasonable  reward,  to  lure  back  a  general, !  States  performed  those  offices,  as  did  the  state  banks 
wholesome,  and  regenerating  confidence?  Nothing,  |  again  until  1816.  After  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
absolutely  nothing.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  ag- ;  the  United  States,  these  duties  were  devolved  upon 
gravate  existing  evils.  Its  projectors  profess  strong- '  and  were  mainly  performed  by  it,  until  the  re- 
ly that  it  would  greatly  benefit  the  people  and  the  moval  of  the  deposites;  then  reverted  again  to  the 
country;  but  it  would  certainly  complicate  the  ills  state  banks,  and  so  have  continued  to  the  present 
of  both,  and  "enure"  to  the  benefit  of  nobody  but  time,  even  through  the  sliort  period  of  the  existence 
the  spoilsmen  in  office  and  their  followers.  Let  of  the  sub-treasury;  the  sub-treasurers,  availing  thcm- 
U5  enforce  this  view  by  an  appeal  to  the  great  autho-  selves  of  their  superior  security,  took  the  responsibili- 
rity  with  which  we  have  fortified  several  positions  ty  of  depositing  with  them  the  public  money.  The 
hereinbefore  assumed,  as  we  shall  some  others  that  state  banks  have  thus  been  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
arc  to  follow:  j  government  for  fifteen  years;  and   the   two  United 

"If,  sir,  we  were  in  a  temper  to  learn  wisdom  from  States  banks  for  thirty-seven  years.  Tlirough  the 
experience,  the  history  of  most  of  the  banks  upon  the  whole  of  both  those  periods  the  banks  have  had  the 
continent  of  Europe  might  teach  us  the  futility  of  all  custody  and  disbursement  of  upwards  of  $900,000,000 
tliese  contrivances.  These  were,  like  this  before  us,  of  the  public  money,  with  a  loss  to  the  government 
established  for  the  purposes  of  finance,  not  for  pur-  of  only  upwards  of  jjl,000,000,  every  cent  of  which 
poses  of  commerce.     The  same  fortune  has  happen-   occurred  with  the  slate  banks;  yes  the  tv/o  banks  of 


inent  bank  to  enter  the  bill  market.     A  man  desirous  ;  ed  to  them  all.  Their  credit  has  sunk.  Their  respee-    the  United   States  have  kept  and  disbursed  more  than 


to  sell  a  bill  to  aid  him  in  a  real  business  transaction 
■would  want  par  funds — nothing  of  less  value  would 
answer  his  purpose;  and  he  would  dispose  of  his  pa- 
per where  tliey  were  to  be  had,  and  nowhere  else. 
He  would  never  consent  to  have  his  bill  discounted 
in  depreciated  funds,  and  to  meet  it  in  par.  Those 
■who  make  accommodation  paper,  and  whose  object 
is  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  this  form,  might  apply  to  the 
exchequer  board;  but  such  customers,  instead  of  in- 
creasing their  supplies. of  gold  and  silver,  would  cer- 
tainly produce  further  depletion.  The  real  safe  and 
profitable  business  In  exchanges  would  be  done  by 
other  banks,  or  by  individuals  whose  good  credit  and 
ample  jiieans  were  known,  whilst  many  of  the  cus- 
tomers of  the  exchequer  would  want  the  disposition, 
and  very  many  the  ability  (o  be  punctual,  which  is  the 
soul  of  banking. 

From  this  review,  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  the 
exchequer  board,  instead  of  having  extraordinany, 
and  superior  means  of  regenerating  its  gold  and  sil- 
ver, would  in  this  respect  be  far  from  an  equality 
with  other  banks,  notwithstanding  the  greater  and 
more  frequent  drains  to  which  it  would  be  subjected. 
The  conclusion,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  utterly 
impracticable  for  it  to  maintain  specie  payments  is 
doubly  enforced.  The  redemption  of  its  paper  al- 
■ivays  and  perpetually  in  gold  and  silver,  being 
essential  end  to  be  acliievcd  by  its  particular  organi 
lion  and  capacities,  if  this  fails,  its  friends  and  even 
projectors  dare  not  but  concede  that  it  ought  to  be 
rejected.  Without  that  indispensably  property  its  cir- 
culation would  be  based  only  upon  the  credit  of  the 
government  and  its  receivability  in  payment  of  all 
public  debts.  And  what  a  severe  and  just  judgment 
of  condemnation  has  Mr.  Webster  passed  upon  such 
paper! 

At  the  extra  session  of  congress  in  1837,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  proposed  to  congress  to  au- 
thorize the  issue  of  ten  millions  of  treasury  notes, 
•  bearing  no  interest,  to  be  receivable  in  discharge  of 
government  dues,  and  to  be  redeemed  by  the  public 
revenue.  So  far  as  security  and  redeemability  were 
involved,  that  paper  was  certainly  as  satisfactory  as 
any  which  the  exchequer  board  would  issue.  What 
said  that  clear-sighted  statesman  of  the  treasury 
notes,  then  for  the  first  time  ofl'ered  to  the  country  to 
perform  the  offices  of  money?  . 

"But  now,  sir,  what  sort  of  notes  does  the  secre- 
tary propose  to   issue.'    He  proposes,  sir,  to   issue 


live  governments  go  to  them  for  money  when  they  {,700,000,000  of  the  public  treasure,  without  the  loss 
cangetit  nowhere  else,  and  the  banks  can  relieve  their  of  the  first  farthing  to  the  country!  How  is  the  state 
wants  only  by  new  issues  of  their  own  paper.  As  of  the  rase  where  government  officers  have  had  the 
this  is  not  redeemed,  the  invariable  consequence  of  actual  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  mo 
depreciation  follows."  "Such  are  the  banks  of  Pe-  ney?  In  the  process  of  expenditure,  large  sums  have 
tersburgh,  Copenhagen,  Vienna  and  o'her  cities  of  been  ordered  from  the  vaults  of  the  banks  into  the 
Europe;  and  while  the  paper  of  those  government  hands  of  disbursing  agents,  and  to  a  considerable  ex- 
banks  has  been  depressed,  that  of  other  banks  exist-  tent  were  permitted  to  remain  in  bank  until  checked 
ing  in  their  neighborhood,  unconnected  with  the  go-  for  by  the  pay  officer  in  favor  of  the  government  cre- 
vernment  and  conducting  their  business  on  the  basis  ditor.  But  in  numerous  instances,  where  banks  could 
of  commercial  credit,  has  retained  a  value  equiva- '  not  be  conveniently  used,  and  from  other  causes,  the 
lent  to  that  of  coin."  "Paper  already  depreciated  disbursing  officer  has  had  the  actual  keeping  of  the 
will  necessarily  he  sunk  lower  when  ano'her  flood  of  money,  and  has  paid  it  out  by  his  own  hand.  What 
deprei-iatcd  paper  is  forced  into  circulation."  "In  sums  have  been  disbursed  in  this  mode  cannot  be  as- 
regard  to  the  plan  of  this  proposed  bank,"  (that  of  j  certaincd;  but  it  is  presumed  100,000,000  would  boa 
1815),"  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  consent  to  no  bank  |  large  estimate.  And  what  has  been  the  amount  of 
which  to  alt  intents  and  purposes  was  not  a  specie  ^  thedefalcations  of  these  officers?  More  than  §5,000,000 
paying  bank."  |  Also  from  the  commencement  of  the  government,  the 

Any  other  at  this  time  would  certainly  cause  con- 1  revenue  was  necessarily  in  the  hands  of  the  collecting 
■fusion  to  be  "worse  confounded."  |  officers  between  the  time  of  Us  collection  and  its  dis- 

But  another  of  the  main  purposes  of  this  exche-  bursement  or  deposite  in  bank;  and,  m  the  course  of 
quer  bank  is  the  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse-  this  short  transit,  Oiese  collectors  have  purloined  up- 
ment  of  the  public  money.  The  safety  of  the  go-  wards  of  $4,000,000.  Here  are  $9,000,000  of  public 
vernment  funds  is  the  most  important  consideration  money  thus  lost,  notwithstanding  the  "honesty  and  in- 
conncctod  with  their  custody;  and  Ihc  present  scheme  tegrity"  of  these  officers,  and  their  "bonds  with  good 
nroDOses  to  assure  this  mainly  by  the  "honesty  and  security."  Suppose  there  had  been  no  employment 
integrity"  of  public  officers,  and  by  "bonds  with  re-  whatever  of  banks  in  any  connexion  ■lyith  the  puhhc 
sponsible  sureties"  to  be  executed  by  them.  This  revenue;  that  its  aggrega  e  amount  of  $1,300,000,000 
is  precisely  that  assurance,  which  all  experience  has  '  and  upwards  had  been  wholly  m  the  actual  custody 
proved  to  be  insufficient.  Turn  to  the  record  of  the  I  of  government  officers  until  its  final  disbursement- 
collectors  of  customs  and  excises,  and  to  the  receiv- i  they,  all  the  while  exposed  to  the  most  seductive, 
ers  in  the  land  offices  amj  also  to  the  treasurers  and!  the  most  potent  of  all  lemptations— access  at  will  to 
other  custodiers  of  publlir,' money  in  the  states— men  1  large  sums  of  monej— and  who  can  conjecture  what 
supposed  to  possess  honesty  and  integrity,  and  many 


of"  them  no  doubt  truly,  when  they  were  first  brought 
into  contact  with  temptation,  all  taking  oaths  of  offi- 
cial fidelity  and- executing  bonds  with  responsible 
sureties.  In  what  a  large  number  of  instances  have 
this  honesty  and  integrity  been  found  too  weak  for 
the  allurements  of  avarice  and  profligacy:  these  offi- 
cial oaths  become  felonious  peijuries,  and  these  re- 
sponsible sureties  hopeless  insolvents.  The  loss  of 
public  treasure  that  ensued  can  only  be  told  b'y  the 
figures  of  many  millions.  Look  to  bank  officers, 
men  chosen  for  their  places  not  mainly  nor  at  all  be- 
cause of  a  particulaV  political  fealty,  but  selected  by 
persons  deeply  interested  and  upon  intimate  know- 
ledge for  honesty,  fidelity,  good  habits  and  business 
capacity.     These  men,  too,  give  bonds  and  take  ofii- 


would  have  been  the  number  and  extent  of  Iheir  de- 
falcations? The  history  of  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  in  confirmation  of  long  experience,  that 
banks  owned  by  individuals  are  the  safest  of  all  de- 
positories of  money.  No  prudent  business  man 
would  pass  over  a  bank  of  good  credit  to  make  his 
deposites  in  the  exchequer  and  the  government  will 
act  wisely  if  it  will  pause  and  learn,  not  only  of  in- 
dividual sagacity,  but  of  its  own  experience.  Those 
who  have  money  will  have  two  objects  in  making  a 
deposite — the  security  and  the  command  at  will  of 
their  funds.  Unless  the  depository  gives  the  most 
satisfactory  assurance  of  bolli,  the  deposite  will  not 
be  made.  So  far  from  offering  this  pledge,  the  ex-  . 
chequer  holds  out  any  thing  else  to  flie  capitalisl. 
When  he  misht  want  his  money  for  investment,  he 
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would  often  find  that  it  had  run  through  this  great  ful  parent  of  the  disorders  of  the  government  gene- 
ireaourv  sieve  IC  he  should  still  be  in  doubt  whe- .  rallv,  and  especially  of  tne  most  portentous  one,  that 
thc-or'nol  to  maUe  the  deposits,  the  charge  upon  '  all  its  i"unetionaries,  witJi  few  exceptions,  totally  neg- 
Mm  uf  half  per  cent  wiuld '.pccdilv  resolve  it.  Nor  iect  and  disregard  olhcial  dulies,  and  abuse  station 
wouM  the  ple,lL-ed  faith  of  the  gov'ernment  for  the  '  and  influence,  bj  giving  themselves  up  to  president- 
amount  of  deposite  remove  his  difficulties;  for  lie  making.  The  course  of  this  triumphant  and  revolu- 
would  not  be  "so  soft"  as  not  to  understand  that  when  tionizing  power  is  onward.  It  was  the  opinion  ot 
his  money  should  be  purloined  by  the  officers  of ,  some  members  of  the  convention,  and  so  argued  by 
the  excliequer,  or  appropriated  in  any  other  way,  that  I  many  statesmen  of  the  day,  that  the  executive  was 
it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  get  con-  the  weaker  department,  and  was  exposed  to  be  as- 
eress  to  appropriate  its  amount  to  him  from  the  pub-  saulted  and  reduced  by  congress.  But  usurpation  is 
lie  treasury.  '  marching  on  in  a  contrary  direction;  and  that  equili- 

The  proposed  measure  makes  another  innovation  i  brium  established  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution, 


that  would  doubtless  be  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion. It  has  a  clause  which  declares,  "that  dues  to 
any  officer  of  the  United  States  may  be  paid  in  gold 
and  silver  coin,  in  treasury  notes  issued  under  this 
act,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks,"  &c.  The  pay  or  sala- 
Ty  of  an  officer  when  due  is  a  debt  of  the  U.  States, 
and  as  such  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  congress 
to  make  payment  of  it.  What  is  payment'  It  is  the 
discharge  of  a  debt,  by  deliveriug  to  the  creditor  the 
amount  in  money,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  and  nothing 
else  in  payment.  The  term  "to  pay  the  debts,"  was 
at  the  lime  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and 
now  is,  definite,  precise  and  well  understood.  "To 
levy  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises," 
were  not  phrases  of  more  certainty.  There  is  no  dis- 
crimination between  the  obligation  and  mode  by 
which  the  government  and  individuals  are  to  pay 
debts.  If  an  officer,  being  a  creditor  of  the  govern- 
ment, may  be  satisfied  by  treasury  notes  at  their  pre- 
sent value,  so  may  he  be  when  they  are  at  a  discount 
of  fifty  per  cent.  The  government  may  constrain 
him  to  take  wild  lands  or  any  other  thing  which  is 
property  in  this  sort  of  payment.  What  would  be 
thought  of  an  individual  who  would  attempt  to  dis- 
charge his  debts  in  this  paper,  when  it  has  depreciat- 
ed fifty  per  cent,  or  any  other  rate,  or  in,  horses,  cat- 
tle, &c.  Public  debts  may  be  discharged  by  these 
notes,  or  by  any  other  commodity  when  accepted  by 
the  creditor;  but  it  is  his  option  to  receive  or  reject 
this  accord  and  satisfaction,  just  as  between  indivi- 
duals; and  this  is  now  proposed  to  be  taken  from  the 
government  ofiicer.  It  is  different  in  relation  to  the 
receipt  of  revenue  and  taxes.  It  never  was  the  uni- 
versal practice  of  nations  to  collect  them  exclusively 
in  gold  or  silver.  They  have  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent been  received  in  kind  from  the  earliest  period  of 
civilization  to  the  present  time;  and  long  belore,  con- 
temporaneous witli,  and  ever  since  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  bank  paper  has  been  very  extensive- 
ly a  medium  of  their  payment.  In  this  country, 
where  the  government  is  constituted  and  exists  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  exclusively,  they  ought  to 
be  received  in  any  currency  that  would  most  com- 
port with  their  general  convenience  and  permanent 
interests.  But  the  political  influences,  immediate 
and  remote,  of  the  proposed  measure,  present  the 
most  important  considerations  connected  witli  it. — 
For  some  years  the  course  of  events  has  been  to 
wealicn  the  power  and  efficiency  of  the  legislative 
and  to  strengthen  the  executive  department  of  the 
government.  The  veto  power  has  had  a  practical 
scope  and  operation  never  contemplated  by  the  fra- 
mers of  the  constitution,  and  which  threatens  to  in- 
terrupt materially  the  apportionment  of  the  legisla- 
tive powers  to  the  two  houses  of  congress.  By  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  tlie  influence  of 
the  president  received  an  unforeseen  accession  in  the 
great  enlargement  of  executive  appointments,  with- 
out any  corresponding  increase  to  congress.  The 
powers  of  congress  have  not  been  thereby  added  to, 
but  diffused  and  probably  weakened. 

It  was  never  intended  by  the  sages  who  founded 
our  government  that  all  officers,  except  judges, 
should  hold  their  places  at  the  will  of  the  president 
alone.  Nor  does  the  constitution  convey  any  sucli 
principle.  This  heretical  power  was  conferred  by 
little  more  than  a  majority  of  congress,  when  the 
great  man  who  stands  at  tiie  head  of  the  human  race 
was  president,  upon  reasons  of  supposed  convenience 
and  expediency,  and  not  of  constitutional  law.  Th 
lights  of  subsequent  experience  prove  that  this  is  an 
unhealthy  excrescence  upon  our  body  politic,  that 
threatens  more  seriously  its  dissolution  than  all  other 
causes.  It  makes  the  president  the  fountain  of  honor, 
and  the  dispenser  of  large  masses  of  public  money 
It  enables  him  to  give  and  to  willidraw  the  support, 
and,  consequently,  to  command  the  will  and  the  con- 
sent of  the  numerous  and  increasing  army  of  oflicc- 
holders,  diU'used,  yet  connected,  over  the  whole  of 
thai  body,  like  the  nerves  and  the  muscles  of  the  hu- 
man system.  It  is  the  great  talisman  of  his  potent 
inlluence  over  party,  and  over  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress and  all  their  proceedings.  It  has  often  hereto- 
fore reduced  the  house,  where  the  great  popular 
principle  of  our  institutions  was  intended  to  act  in 
healthy  vigor  and  perfect  independence,  to  be  the 
passive  regfslry  uf  exccutiv*  edicts.     It  is  tbc  fruit- 


nd  upon  which  they  balanced  our  complicated  sys- 
tem, has  been  greatly  disadjusted  by  executive  en- 
croachment. This  is  in  accordance  with  all  history, 
and  with  the  natural  order  of  things.  A  legislative 
power,  divided  among  a  numerous  body  of  men  ne- 
cessarily of  variant,  if  not  of  repellant  and  conflict- 
ing counsels,  never  has  and  never  will  be  able  to  sub- 
vert free  systems  of  government.  It  is  a  sole  execu- 
tive, with  his  unlhwarted,  secret,  rapid  ind  energetic 
decision  and  action,  dispensing  all  the  offices,  and 
commanding  the  military  force  of  the  country,  grown 
insolent  in  the  strength  of  his  power,  and  goaded  on 
by  vaulting  ambition,  who  attacks  and  overtlirows  po- 
pular liberty.  Even  under  our  jealously-guarded 
system,  such  is  the  proncness  of  the  executive  power 
to  augmentation,  that  it  has  become  all-prevalent. — 
The  influence  of  each  contest  for  it  pervades  every 
national  and  state  election.  All  tlie  legislation  of 
congress,  and  a  good  portion  of  that  of  every  state,  is 
prostituted  to  it.  It  merges  all  parties,  it  controls 
every  appointment  to  office,  not  only  in  the  general 
government,  but  in  all  the  states  and  territories,  even 
to  the  most  insignificant.  It  dilfuses  itself  over  the 
whole  union,  it  enters  every  family,  it  sunders  the 
nearest  kindred,  it  interrupts  all  the  employments  of 
life,  it  mars  the  public  peace,  and  keeps  the  whole 
fabric  of  society  heaving  in  perpetual  commotion. — 
Even  in  time  of  profound  peace  it  may  be  wielded  by 
a  feeble  man,  who  may  reach  it  without  popularity 
or  a  party,  and  he  will  have  an  undue  influence  in 
congress  and  in  the  country.  But,  in  the  change  of 
events,  there  comes  a  protracted  and  exhausting  war, 
in  which  all  the  military  power  and  all  the  resources 
of  the  union  have  been  put  in  requisition,  and  confid- 
ed to  the  president.  During  the  doubtful  conflict 
every  hope  is  suspended  upon  his  vigor,  efficiency  and 
fidelity.  He  is  equal  to  the  trial,  and  he  points  the 
march  of  our  armies  to  conquest  and  to  glory.  As 
the  bloody  tide  of  war  recedes  from  our  shores  the 
soul  of  the  nation  warms  and  opens  to  him,  and  its 
gratitude  and  blessings  gush  forth.  He  is  in  the  me- 
ridian of  life,  possessed  of  unbounded  popularity,  of 
sagacity  and  genius.  The  country  is  exhausted  from 
its  mighty  exertions;  the  army  is  numerous  and  un- 
paid, inured  to  victory  and  to  discipline,  and  obedient 
to  his  command.  If  such  a  president  were  covetous 
of  a  crown,  give  him  the  added  powers  which 
measure  would  confer  upon  our  executive,  and  he 
would  speedily  overthrow  liberty,  and  erect  a  throne 
upon  the  crumbling  ruins  of  the  constitution 

In  supportof  the  petition  that  this  government  bank 
would  add  in  an  alarming  degree  to  the  power  of  the 
president,  let  us  again  recur  to  that  great  authority 
who  has  not  yet  failed  us.  In  Ins  speech  on  Presi- 
dent Jackson ^s  veto  message,  JVlr.  Webster  says: 

"It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  banks  are 
safest  under  private  management,  and  that  g-orein- 
iiifiil  banks  are  the  most  dangerous  of  all  institutions. 
The  whole  drift  of  the  message  is  to  reverse  the  set- 
tled judgment  of  all  the  civilized  world,  and  set  up 
goveiiiment  banks,  independent  of  private  interesfand 
private  control.  Every  bank  must  have  some  stock- 
holders, unless  it  be  such  a  bank  as  the  president  has 
recommended,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  seems  not 
likely  to  find  much  concurrence  of  others' opinisns," 
&c. 

On  another  occasion  he  remarked: 
"Again,  I  have  heard  it  said  that,  although  there 
may  be  a  bank  hereafter,  yet  it  must  be  a  bank  in 
w  hich  the  government,  that  is  the  executive,  shall 
have  direct  participation  and  control.  I  need  hardly 
say,  for  one,  1  .shall  not  cahsent  to  any  such  project 
fur  extending  executive  influence.  1  shall  not  agree 
to  make  a  very  bad  bank  for  the  sake  of  making  a  very 
dangerous  govmnncnt.  In  short,  sir,  I  reject  and  re- 
pudiate all  these  new  principles.  1  shall  set  my  face 
against  all  banks  but  a  specie  paying  bank,  a  hard 
money  bank,  a  well  regulated  and  well  constituted 
bank,  established  on  principles  safe  to  the  govern- 
ment and  safe  to  the  people.  Jf\ee  cannot  have  such  a 
baukf  the  next  best  thing  will  be  to  have  none.  Gen- 
tlemen may  set  their  hearts  at  rest,  sir,  about  all  these 
new  projects.  The  country  is  too  wise — jt  has  al- 
ready had  too  much  taste  of  Qxperiitunts  to  counte- 
nance any  one  of  them.  If  there  be  not  a  sound 
bank,  a  safe  bank,  a  bank  independent  of  executive  con- 
trol, tliere  will,  for  the  present  at  lr:ist,  be  no  bank  al 


all.  Again,  we  have  already  had  distinct  intimations 
that  paper  might  be  issued  on  the  foundation  of  the 
revenue.  The  Inasimj  '/the  Uniled  Slates  it  intended 
to  becnme  the  bank  if  the  United  Slates,  ayid  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  intended  to  be  the  great  national  banker. 
Sir,  to  say  nothing  of  the  crudity  of  such  a  notion,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  make  one  observation  upon  it. — 
We  have  heretofore  heard  much  of  the  danger  of 
consolidation,  and  of  the  great  and  veil  founded  fear  of 
the  union  of  alt  jtov^ers  in  this  goremmenl.  Now,  sir, 
when  we  shall  be  brought  to  the  state  of  things  in 
which  all  the  circulating  paper  of  the  countn'  shall 
be  issued  directly  by  the  treasury  department,  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  execulive,v/e  shall  have  con- 
solidation with  a  witness." 

On  another  occasion  Mr.  Webster  observed: 
"In  the  first  message  of  the  president  (Jackson)  it 
was  said  that  a  national  bank  was  perfectly  constitu- 
tional, but  that  it  should  be  differently  constituted; 
that  it  should  be  founded  on  government  credit  and 
government  revenue.  This  would  have  been  an  ad- 
Inislralion  bank,  and  eventually,  through  the  presi- 
dent's officer,  (the  secretary  of  the  treasury,)  the  presi- 
denVs  bank." 

These  cogent  and  conclusive  objections  to  the  pro- 
ject that  was  then  shadowed  forth  acquired  additional 
point  and  force  in  their  application  to  the  "monster" 
now  formed  and  organized  under  the  name  of  the 
"exchequer  board." 

The  report  of  the  secretary  says:  "nor  is  the  plan 
justly  liable  to  the  objection,  that  it  creates  a  union 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  by  giving  to  the  execu- 
tive the  custody  or  control  of  the  public  money.  Far 
otherwise.  The  president  cannot  touch  a  dollar  of 
the  public  money  by  his  own  authority,  nor  change 
its  custody."  "Whoever  shall  come  to  the  exche- 
quer for  money,  must  show  the  law  of  congress  un- 
der which  he  comes;  and  no  payment  can  be  made 
but  in  compliance  v.-ith  such  law.  Until  appropria- 
tions are  made  by  law,  the  president  will  have  no 
more  authority  than  any  other  individual  in  the  coun- 
try to  take  a  farthing  from  the  exchequer."  So  far 
as  all  this  is  true,  would  it  not  have  been  equally  so, 
if  that  government  bank,  to  which  Mr.  Webster  so 
frequently  objected,  with  such  an  implacable  spirit, 
had  been  established.'  Was  it  not  true  under  the 
operation  of  the  sub-treasury?  Was  it  not  true,  when 
General  Jackson  forced  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States.' 
And  notwithstanding  these  checks,  which  the  report 
assumes  to  be  so  sufficient,  was  not  the  government 
money  as  much  under  the  control  of  General  Jack- 
son, as  though  the  law  had  assigned  to  the  president 
himself  its  custody.'  Then,  as  under  the  system  now 
proposed,  it  had  other  keepers,  but  the  president  keeps 
the  keepers.  He  makes  and  unmakes  them  according 
to  his  own  sovereign  pleasure.  And  yet  this  candul 
report  tells  us  that  the  president  cannot  "change  the 
custody"  of  the  public  treasure.  There  is  safety 
only  in  having  some  power  between  the  president 
and  the  public  money,  which  he  cannot  blast  with 
his  breath  and  reproduce  in  a  form  to  do  his  bidding, 
as  though  it  was  inanimate  machinery.  A  baiiK 
owned  by  individuals  principally,  and  knowing  no 
control  but  a  direction  chosen  by  them,  is  the  only 
defence  which  can  be  thrown  up  against  the  strong 
and  ever-acting  proclivity  of  the  executive  to  seize 
upon  the  national  treasure,  to  unite  the  purse  and  the 
sword,  unless,  indeed,  the  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment should  be  brought  back  to  the  true  principle  of 
.the  constitution,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  senate 
Should  be  held  to  be  as  necessary  to  unmake,  as  it  is 
to  make  all  officers  of  the  government. 

But  what  was  Mr.  Webster's  opinions  of  the  abili- 
ty of  the  president  to  "change  the  custody"  of  the 
public  money  under  the  power  assumed  by  president 
Jackson.'  Let  him  speak  for  himself  "The  act  of 
removing  the  deposites,  which  I  now  consider  as  the 
president's  act,  and  which  his  friends  on  this  floor 
defend  as  his  act,  took  the  national  purse  from  be- 
neath the  security  and  guardianship  of  the  law,  and 
disposed  of  its  contents,  in  parcels,  in  such  places  of 
deposite  as  he  chose  to  select.  At  this  very  moment 
every  dollar  of  the  public  treasure  is  subject,  so  far 
as  respects  its  custody  and  safe  keeping,  to  his  unltmit* 
ed  control."  Would  not  such  be  the  state  of  the  case 
under  the  exchequer  board.'  It  is  true,  the  president 
could  not  change  the  place  of  custody,  but  he  could 
change  those  who  held  this  custody,  and  with  the 
moon,  if  he  chose;  and  that  comprehends  the  whole 
substance  of  the  matter.  The  secretary's  report  is, 
no  analysis,  no  examination  of  this  measure.  It  is  a 
smooth,  specious,  delusive  summing  up  of  benefits  to 
result  from  it,  not  warranted  by  its  general  arrange- 
ment and  powers,  its  details  and  machinery.  Its 
purpose  is  to  lubricate  Ihc  bill,  and  then  present  it  to 
congress  and  the  country. 

The  project  may  be  characterized  as  a  compound 
of  General  Jackson's  government  bank,  of  the  state 
bank  deposite  system,  and  of  tlie  sub-treasury  with- 
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■out  the  specie  clause.  Witlj  the  exception  of  pro- 
-Ttdirijc  a  currency  for  llic  Rovoriinitirl  diiierent  froHi 
.that  of  tlie  people,  it  is  justly  obnoxious  to  the  ag- 
gregate objections  that  were  made  to  each  of  those 
systems.  The  extent  to  wliicli  its  sub-treasury  or- 
ganization would  increase  the  iuflucnce  of  the  exe- 
cutive, is  comprehensively  and  powerlully  presented 
by  Mr.  Webster  in  his  speech  against  the  sub-trea- 
sury. He  ,eays:  "In  the  first  place,  sir,  I  have  sug- 
gested the  complete  union  which  it  would  form,  if  it 
■were  in  itself  practicable,  between  the  political  and 
money  power.  The  whole  commerce  of  the  country, 
indeed,  under  such  a  state  of  law,  would  be  little 
more  than  a  sort  of  incident  to  treasury  operations — 
rather  a  collateral  emanation  of  the  system,  than  a  sub- 
stantial and  important  branch  of  the  public  interest." 

The  exchequer  board  would  never  be  able,  by  the 
profits  of  its  business,  to  pay  ils  expenses  and  its 
losses.  It  would  abstract  largely  from  the  revenue 
■in  providing  suitable  buildings,  paying  salaries  to 
numerous  officers,  large  contingencies,  &c.,  when 
our  meagre  sources  of  supply  are  not  sufficient  for 
the  pressing  and  important  demands  of  the  public 
service.  It  would  add,  certaiijy,  betv/een  one  and 
two  hundred  appointments  to  the  patronage  of  the 
president.  These  officers  would  be  scattered  widely 
over  the  confederacy.  They  would  exercise  an  in- 
fluence over  the  business  and  fortunes  of  a  great 
many  men  around  their  respective  localities.  Having 
the  power  to  furnish  or  to  withhold  money  at  plea- 
sure, they  would  acquire  a  large  personal  and  otiicial 
influence,  all  which  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the 
president,  the  party  chief,  and  still  further  swell  his 
overshadowing  influence. 

This  examination  of  the  project  has  been  predi- 
cated upon  the  belief  that  it  would  have  but  a  par- 
tial and  temporary  success.  But  suppose  it  should 
realize  the  expectation  of  its  friends  in  furnishing  a 
a  sound  and  general  currency,  in  cheapening  and 
successfully  doing  the  business  of  exchange,  how 
much  greater  and  how  indefinitely  would  it  add  to 
the  strength  of  the  executive  arm!  Then  that  gigan- 
tic monster  of  a  treasury  bank,  limned  by  the  strong 
pencil  of  the  secretary  of  state,  puissant  in  its  facul- 
ty for  mischief,  absorbing  and  centralizing  in  all  its 
tendencies,  and  controlled  by  the  will  of  the  presi- 
dent of  a  faction,  will  have  fixed  its  death-fangs  deep 
in  the  body  politic.  It  will  commence  business  upon 
the  surplus  in  the  treasury  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
five  million  loan.  It  is  allowed  to  receive  private 
deposites  in  gold  and  silver  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  and  may  issue  paper,  including 
the  certificates  of  deposite,  to  three  times  the  amount 
of  its  specie  in  vault — which  may  amount  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  a  currency  of  forty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, or  about  four  times  the  average  circulation  of 
the  United  State  bank.  It  may  sell  its  own  drafts 
and  purchase  bills  without  limit.  In  the  year  1832, 
the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  transacted  this 
description  of  business  to  an  amount  exceeding 
g260,UU0,000,  although  about  half  ils  means  were 
employed  in  the  discount  of  local  promissory  notes. 
If  the  bright  dreams  of  the  report  should  not  prove 
to  be  "stuff,"  the  revenues  and  credit  of  the  United 
States,  the  reccivability  of  its  paper  in  payment  of 
all  government  dues,  the  large  individual  deposites 
of  specie,  and  the  copious  perennial  supplies  of  buy- 
ing and  selling  bills  and  drafts,  all  concentrated  to 
the  doing  of  exchanges,  would  make  the  capabilities 
of  the  exchequer  equal  to  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  annually.  Having  no  ends  of  individual  in-« 
terest  to  subserve,  and  being  managed  by  venal  poli- 
ticians for  party  aggrandizement  exclusively,  it 
would  put  down  the  cost  of  exchange  to  the  point 
where  profit  would  cease,  and  would  thus  crush  all 
competition  and  secure  a  monopoly.  It  would  not 
allow  the  state  banks  to  thwart  the  objects  and  gene- 
ral course  of  its  administration;  and,  where  it  was 
important,  these  institutions  would  be  coerced  to 
bend  and  to  co-operate.  With  its  great  resources 
and  its  ability  to  concentrate  them  rapidly  at  any 
point,  it  would  collect  the  paper,  run  upon,  and  over- 
whelm all  state  banks  at  will;  and  they  would  do  bu- 
siness and  e.xist  only  by  its  sufferance.  We  would 
be  brought  to  that  state  of  things  in  which  all  the 
circulating  paper  of  the  country  would  be  issued  or 
regulated  "by  the  treasury  department,  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  executive;"  and  we  would 
"have  consolidation  with  a  witness."  With  this 
mighty  engine,  any  political  party  would  be  able  to 
perpetuate  power  in  its  own  hands,  to  appropriate 
the  government  and  all  its  offices-  and  emoluments, 
all  its  lucrative  jobs  and  contracts  to  itself,  and  to 
lay  upon  its  adversaries  the  heavy  hand  of  a  practi- 
cal despotism. 

But  whether  the  exchequer  failed  from  the  com- 
mencement, or  had  a  short-lived  success,  it  would  be 
essentially  a  government  paper  system  based  upon 
the  public  revenue  and  the  public  credit,  but  mainly 
upon  tlie  latter.     It  would,  sooner  or  later,  ruu  tho 


unvarying  course  of  all  those  that  have  preceded  it; 
it  would  be  puslied  to  its  iiUnost  tension,  and  its  total  , 
overthrow  witli  wide-.spread  evil  and  ruin  would  en-  i 
sue.  Exigencies  would  arise  when  the  revenues' 
would  not  meet  the  wants  of  the  public  service  and 
of  the  party.  The  increase  or  imposition  of  taxes  is  ' 
generally  attended  with  more  or  less  of  popular  re- 
vulsion; and  the  creation  of  a  public  debt,  by  bor-  ! 
rowing,  is  always  odious.  In  this  free  country  there  ' 
will  be  a  perpetual  succession  of  antagonist  political  [ 
parties,  active,  vigilant,  relentless;  and  often  so  near-  I 
ly  balanced  that  .small  causes  will  give  the  one  or  the 
other  the  preponderance.  The  levy  of  taxes,  or  the 
demonstration  of  a  public  debt  by  the  ordinary  mode 
of  borrowing,  might  be  fatal  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
party  in  power.  But  now  comes  to  their  aid  the  ex- 
chequer bank,  and  the  expedient  of  issuing  treasury 
notes — to  stamp  blank  paper  with  a  particular  im- 
press and  it  becomes  money.  This  obviates  the  ne- 
cessity of  taxation;  it  creates  no  public  debt,  or,  if  it 
does,  it  veils  it  well.  It  fumishes  ample  means  to 
conduct  the  government  upon  a  scale  of  magnificent 
expenditures,  and  to  reward  by  large  salaries  and  fat 
jobs  the  votaries  of  party — its  free  companions,  its 
Swiss.  Above  all,  it  enables  those  who  wield  the 
truncheon  to  hold  on  to  it.  Magic  power!  hov/ 
resistless  are  its  seductions!  The  appetite  which  this 
spurious  paper  feeds  become  morbid,  and  increases 
until  it  has  infected  the  whole  country.  Things  be- 
come artificially,  but  powerfully  excited.  All  prices 
run  up;  the  mechanic  arts  and  productive  industry 
are  neglected;  a  spirit  of  wild  speculation  seizes 
upon  every  condition  in  life,  and  the  prospects  of  sud- 
den wealth  dazzles  and  bewilders  every  imagination. 
A  delirium  is  upon  the  nation,  and  still  the  cry  is  for 
more  money.  The  smoking  crevices  soon  tell  that 
the  volcano  is  smouldering  beneath,  and  anon  its  ter- 
rific explosions  shake  the  whole  land,  and  spread 
over  it  ruin,  misery,  and  desolation. 

Such  have  been  the  course  and  effects  of  a  go- 
vernment paper  system  in  other  countries.  A  regent 
of  France  granted  to  John  Law  and  his  brother,  hank- 
ing powers,  and  soon  after  their  establishment  was 
merged  in  the  Royal  Bank.  It  was  sustained  by  all 
the  revenues  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  produce  of  the 
mint,  the  crown  lands,  a  monopoly  of'a  great  portion 
of  the  foreign  trade,  and  was  amalgamated  with  the 
Mississippi  company.  It  was  an  institution  similar 
in  many  respects  to  the  one  now  proposed.  It  suc- 
ceeded for  a  time,  and  did  an  immense  business.  Its 
stock  was  sought  with  insatiable  avidity  by  all,  from 
the  menial  to  the  royal  duke;  and  it  appreciated  from 
five  hundred  to  ten  thousand  livers  per  share.  It 
went  on  emitting  its  masses  of  paper  until  the  bloat- 
ed bubble  could  distend  no  more;  and  it  burst,  after 
having  revolutionized  a  large  portion  of  the  properly 
and  individual  condition  of  France. 

Afterwards,  and  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XV,  the 
revenues  of  the  kingdom  were  found  to  be  insnfficienl 
to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  large  debt  left  by  the 
long  and  exhausting  wars  of  his  immediate  predeces- 
sor, and  at  the  same  time  pay  the  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment and  of  one  of  the  most  licentious  and  ex- 
pensive courts  that  ever  had  existence.  His  minister, 
the  light  Maurepas,  shrunk  from  the  responsibility 
of  proposing  a  tax  upon  the  privileged  orders,  who 
owned  a  great  portion  of  the  property  in  France;  and 
the  deficit  went  on  increasing.  Colbert,  his  succes- 
sor, recommended  retrenchment  and  the  imposition 
of  additional  taxes,  so  as  to  establish  an  equilibrium 
between  the  public  receipts  and  expenditures;  and  he 
was  dismissed  from  office.  Neckar  commenced  his 
career  by  borrowing,  and  soon  closed  it,  like  Colbert, 
by  recommending  to  the  king  taxation  upon  the  pri- 
vileged orders.  The  evil  contined  to  grow;  and  ele- 
gant, the  plausible  and  the  persuasive  Calonne  was 
made  comptroller  general  to  cure  it.  He  continued 
the  system  of  borrowing,  and  called  to  his  aid  its 
common  adjunct  the  papcraystem.  It  had  the  usual 
temporary  and  deceitful  success,  but  at  a  monstrous 
cost.  When  all  on  the  surface  was  smooth,  and  his 
financiering  was  apparently  completely  successful, 
and  the  court  was  rejoicing  in  the  triumphs  of  his 
seemingly  matchless  genius,  and  his  inexhaustible 
resources  for  producing  revenue,  it  is  said  that  I^l.  de 
Calonne  was  paying,  daily,  one  million  of  francs,  to 
sustain  the  credit  of  his  stocks  and  his  paper  system. 
His  administration  hastened  and  aggravated  the  ine- 
vitable catastrophe.  It  was  thus  that  the  love  of 
place  and  the  pusillanimity  of  ministers,  the  repug- 
nance of  the  people  to  taxation,  and  the  beguiling 
vices  of  the  stockjobbing  and  government  paper  sys- 
tem, accelerated  the  first  scene  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, the  assembly  of  the  notables,  and  contributed 
largely  to  its  subsequent  horrible  excesses.  No  na- 
tion can  long  have  credit,  or  escape  internal  con- 
vulsions, where  it  makes  borrowing  and  the  issue  of 
government  paper  the  substitute  for  taxation  in  rais- 
ing the  necessary  supplies  to  conduct  its  affairs.  The 
inevitable  tendency  of  this   policy  to  run  into  tlie 


greatest  extreme  in  times  of  difficulty  is  maked  with 
a  distinctness  which  no  mind  can  mistake  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  assignats  of  the  national  assembly  Four 
hundred  rniliions  of  francs  were  first  ordered  to  be 
issued,  and  the  system  went  careering  on,  until  the 
amount  was  f  )rty-five  thousand  miilions-^one  hun- 
dred times  the  proper  currency  of  France.  What 
mind  can  grasp  the  amount  of  wrong,  fraud,  vice 
disodec  and  calamity  caused  by  such  a  vast  amount 
of  spurious  circulation,  maintained  by  the  horrible 
energy  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  the  guillo-- 
tine  dripping  with  the  gore  of  those  who  refused  it! 
Even  these  at  length  lost  comparatively  their  tei> 
rors,  and  the  loathed  assignats  came  to  be  more 
dreaded. 

But  we  have  some  chapters  on  this  subject  in  our 
own  history,  which  are  full  of  admonition.  Previous 
to  the  revolution  there  was  not  a  colony,  except 
Nova  Scotia,  which  had  not  plunged  into  the  ex- 
cesses and  felt  the  blighting  influences  of  an  irre- 
deemable and  depreciated  government  paper.  Not- 
witstandinglhe  fewness  of  their  numbers,  their  limit- 
ed wants,  and  the  untempting  circumstances  of  their 
condition  contrasted  with  ours,  to  avoid  the  burdens 
and  responsibilities  of  taxation  they  postponed  the 
evil  day;  but  they  could  not  escape  it  always,  and  it 
came  upon  them  with  long  suspended  and  collected 
wrath.  We  all  know  the  history  of  "the  Continental 
money."  It  bore  upon  its  face  solemn  promises'of 
redemption,  which  in  various  forms  were  renewed 
by  the  continental  congress;  but  after  the  issues  had 
swollen  to  three  hundred  millions,  all  that  was  in 
circulation  fell  dead  upon  the  hands  of  its  holders. 
Though  the  greatness  and  duration  of  the  exigencies 
of  the  colonies  might  have  constrained  congress, 
sooner  or  later,  to  this  expedient,  and  though  It  is 
sanctified  by  the  recollections  of  the  need  it  answer- 
ed in  achieving  our  independence,  yet  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  system  had  its  origin  in  the  repug- 
nance of  the  people  to  taxation.  In  time  of  peace, 
with  a  capaoily  to  bear  taxation,  without  any  dis- 
tress, to  five  times  the  necessary  amount  of  revenue,  it 
would  be  impolitic  and  culpable  in  the  highest  de- 
gree to  adopt  any  measure  thatcould  have  a  tendency 
to  such  a  state  of  things. 

There  are  other  provisions  in  the  bill  which  are 
objectionable;  and  that  one  which  permits  the  presi- 
dent, by  the  secretary  of  'the  treasury,  to  create  as 
many  offices  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
exchequer  as  the  board  may  think  necessary,  and 
their  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the  board,  are  not 
only  liable  to  gross  abuse,  but  in  their  nature  are  al- 
together improper. 

The  undersigned  has  stated  the  evils  which  in  his 
judgment,  will  flow  from  this  measure.  He  does  not 
pretend  that,  upon  the  commencement,  they  would 
spring  forth  full  grown,  like  Minerva  from  the  brain 
of  Jupiter.  Such  is  not  the  history  or  nature  of  po- 
litical abuses  and  usurp.ations.  If  these  enemies  to 
the  rights  to  man  and  to  popular  institutions  were  al- 
ways to  make  their  first  appearance  in  their  naked 
atrocity,  in  their  matured  powers  of  mischief,  with 
an  aspect  gloating  for  scenes  of  injustice,  oppression, 
confusion  and  blood,  an  alarmed  and  exasperated 
people  would  rise  in  their  irrepre;sible  energy  and 
power  and  strangle  them  at  once.  Their  approaches 
are  silent,  slow  and  stealthy;  and  because  they  are 
so,  are  too  often  fatally  successful.  They  begin  with 
infancy,  and  by  imperceptible  growth  familiarize 
their  victims  with  the  unfolding  monster;  and  we  are 
awakened  to  the  dread  reality  not  until  struggling  in 
its  death  embrace.  The  deluded  people  are  amused 
in  the  meantime  with  palliatives,  with  treasury  notes, 
and  similar  devices.  A  change  in  popular  sentiment 
ensues.  Some  begin  to  give  in  from  the  ignoble  mo- 
tive of  immediate  pecuniary  advantage;  some  from 
indolence  or  timidity  will  not  look  ahead  to  the 
threatening  consequences;  some  are  beguiled  by  the 
defection  of  those  who  have  been  long  arrayed  with 
themselves  in  making  resistance  to  other  measures  of 
the  sames,  and  think  there  can  be  no  danger  where 
their  great  and  admired  give  a  support;  others,  of  a 
hardy  and  adventurous  spirit,  mount  the  wave  that  is 
rolling  on  events,  to  be  wafted  whither  it  will;  while 
many,  wearied  out  with  the  protracted  struggle,  fold 
their  arms  and  quiescently  bow  to  whatever  comes. 
Things  still  move  on  to  their  commission:  in  due 
season,  a  daring  and  superior  spirit  strikes,  and  the 
country  sinks  into  the  repose  of  political  servitude 
and  moral  degradation. 

Since  the  undersigned  condemns  so  generally  and 
so  decidedly  this  executive  measure,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected of  him  to  propose  a  substitute.  This  he  does 
not  do,  and  he  begs  leave  to  offer  a  few  reasons  m 
exjdanation.  He  feels  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
practicability  of  a  moneyed  institution,  owned  partly 
by  the  government,  but  principally  by  individuals, 
and  to  be  managed  by  its  owners,  answering  everv 
purpose  of  currency,  exchange,  and  deposite,  exact- 
ing not  a  single   power  but  what  is  embodied  in  ths 
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bill  to  establish  the  exchequer  board;  but  without  I  rence  of  which  had  been  its  steady  course  of  policy 
any  of  its  insecurity,  proneness  to  abuse,  and  to  fail-  1;d  prcvent-a  great  expansion  of  bank  credits.- 
iire  in  the  avowed  objects  of  its  creation,  and  without    Though  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  circumstanced 


the  corruption  and  danger?  with  which  it  is  fiaujht 
But  it  is  matter  of  history,  that  at  the  last  session  of 
congress  the  bill  "to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States"  was  framed  and 
proposed  at  the  instance  of  the  president,  and  its 
powers  were  assigned  and  limited  by  his  directions, 
and  yet  he  vetoed  this  emanation  from  himself,  and 
left  the  country  with  all  its  atilicting  disorders  upon 
it.  He  IS  surrounded  by  "constitutional  advisers," 
some  of  whom  have  given  up  the  most  essential  prin- 
ciples in  the  constitution  of  an  agency  to  answer  such 
important  ends  for  which  they,  in  common  with  the 
undersigned,  have  so  long  contended,  and  have  es- 
poused those  which  are  exactly  antagonistical.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  president  still 
occupies  on  this  subject  the  position  wtiich  he  held 
at  the  extra  session.  Under  this  state  of  the  case,  I 
can  but  ileclare  that  1  have  no  confidence  whatever 
that  any  bill  which  I  might  frame  would  be  approved 
bv  the  executive. 

But  for  this  discouraging  difficulty  the  undersigned 
would  present  a  measure,  modelled  mainly  upon  the 
charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  en- 
vironed by  importantadditional  provisions  and  guards, 
suggested  by  subsequent  experience.  I  would  en- 
deavor to  enforce  it,  by  recurring  to  the  history  of 
the  banks,  embracing  two   periods  of  twenty   years 

each to   the  vast  amounts  which  they  had  kept  and 

disbursed  for  the  government,  and  to  the  immense 
sums  which  they  have  supplied  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  probably  to 
more  than  8,000  millions  of  dollars,  and  yet  without 
loss  to  government  or  to  individuals — to  the  unparal- 
leled soundness  of  the  currency,  and  the  facility  and 
cheapness  of  exchange — to  the  sedated  and  steady 
condition  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  the  total 
absence  of  habile  suspensions;  and  to  the  healthy  and 
prosperous  condition  of  the  country  during  the  periods 
of  their  existence,  and  all  produced,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, by  their  restraining,  regulating  and  beneficent 
influence.  I  would  draw  a  parallel  between  the  ti 
and  evils  intervening  the  two  banks  of  the  United 
States  and  those  at  present  existing,  and  would  prove 
them  to  be  generally  and  minutely  similar.  I  would 
argue  that  the  same  cause  which  was  adequate  to  the 
reformation  then,  could  not  now  fail.  1  would  urge 
the  propriety  of  trusting  to  experience  this  important 
crisis,  rather  than  to  theory  and  experiment;  and,  in 
the  language  of  Mr.  Webster,  on  a  similar  occasion, 
I  would  solemnly  warn  the  government  against  try- 
ing "any  new  experiments  on  the  property,  the  em- 
ployment, and  happiness  of  the  whole  people."  I 
would  quote,  likewise,  this  testimony  from  the  presi- 
dent's first  veto  message,  when  he  speaks  of  a  change, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  in  the  course  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  late  bank,  in  appropriating  its  means 
largely  to  dealing  in  exchanges:  "The  currency  of 
the  country  became  sound,  and  the  negotiations  in 
exchanges  were  carried  to  the  lowest  possible  rates. 
Thecirculation  was  increased  to  more  than  22,0011,000 
dollars,  and  the  notes  of  tlie  bank  were  regarded  as 
equal  to  specie  all  over  the  country."  And  this  at  a 
time  when  the  annual  accommodation  of  the  bank 
was  about  $40,000,000.  I  would  say  this  is  precise- 
ly what  the  country  now  wants, and  it  wants  nothing 
beside. 

If  it  were  objected  that  the  bank,  for  the  last  two 
years  of  its  existence,  exceeded  the  limits  of  practi- 
cal banking,  the  undersigned  would  answer,  that  even 
then  it  was  iiractically  in  a  good  degree  subjected  to 
a  repeal  of  its  charter.  The  government  had  violat- 
ed faith  with  it,  and  impaired  its  efficiency,  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  deposites.  Instead  of  up- 
holding its  credit,  and  cherishing  it  as  an  institution 
performing  the  important  duties  of  fiscal  agent,  doing 
the  hiisini'--s  of  exchange  for  the  country  at  "the  low- 
est pnssible  r;ites,"  and  being  the  only  device  that  had 
ever  bci-ri  able  to  assure  to  it  a  sound  paper  currency, 
and  one  in  which  the  United  States  was  a  large  stock- 
holder, the  government  waged  against  it  a  long  and 
unrelenting  war.  Yet,  such  was  the  soundness  of  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  based,  and  the  ability 
and  rectitude  of  its  management,  that  neither  its 
credit  nor  security  was  jeoparded  by  the  unceasing 
assaults  of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  and  all- 
.powcrful  men  that  ever  filled  the  presidential  chair, 
backed  ami  sustained  by  one  of  the  strongest  political 
parties  that  ever  had  existence  in  this  country.  A 
parallel  to  the  atrocity,  vigor,  and  perseverance  of 
the  attack,  on  the  side  of  a  government,  and  of  tri- 
umphant, self-sustaining  credit  and  safety  on  the  part 
of  a  moneyed  institution,  is  not  to  be  found  in  all  iiis- 
tory.  The  unharmed  condition  of  the  bank,  through- 
out all  the  fury  of  this  contest,  is  its  most  perfect  vin- 
dication. The  guvcrninenl  at  length  succeeded  in  re 
producing  a  state  of  things  which  it  was  a  main  end 
of  the  creation  of  the  bank  lu  euireel,  and  the  rcc 


as  It  then  was,  could  not  entirely  prevent  this  great 
mischief,  or  keep  herself  free  from  its  effects,  still  she 
held  it  in  check,  and  warded  off  its  highest  access 
from  the  country,  until  after  tlie  last  moment  of  her 
existence.  If  the  appalling  fate  of  the  institution 
which  comprehended  the  private  corporators  of  the 
late  bank  of  the  United  States,  under  a  charter  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  should  bo  adduced  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  incorporation  of  another  bank  by 
congress,  I  would  answer  that  the  legitimate  influ- 
ence of  this  argument  was  powerfully  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question.  That  was  merely  a  state  bank, 
and  as  peculiarly  so  as  any  other  institution  incorpo- 
led  by  stale  authority.  It,  with  hundreds  of  other 
stale  banks,  has  departed  from  correct  and  safe  bank- 
ing principles,  and  the  chief  design  and  office  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  to  prevent  and 
correct  such  aberrations.  It  was  no  more  a  bank  of 
the  United  States  than  the  government  of  Pennsylva- 
nia would  be  the  government  of  the  U.  States,  if  the 
federal  constitution  should  come  to  an  end,  and  the 
legislature  or  people  of  that  state  should  give  their 
government  the  name  of  "the  government  of  the 
United  States."  That  bank  was  not  the  fiscal  agent 
of  the  government.  It  was  not  collecting,  keeping, 
and  paying  out  the  government  funds  alt  over  the 
union.  It  had  not  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
an  associated  partner,  owning  a  fifth  of  its  capital 
slock,  and  as  a  standing  depositor  beside  to  the 
amount  of  millions.  Its  paper  was  not  everywhere 
receivable  in  payment  of  twenty  or  tliirty  millions  of 
annual  public  dues,  and  its  credit  daily  upheld  by  the 
government.  It  was  from  its  commencement  pro- 
scribed, warred  upon,  and  discredited  by  the  govern- 
ment. Its  history  may  be  referred  to  for  proof  of  the 
possible  impropriety  of  a  continuation  of  the  same 
corporators  and  management  of  one  United  States 
bank  under  a  second  charter;  but,  in  every  aspect,  it 
adds  to  the  immense  mass  of  testimony  in  favor  of 
such  an  institution. 

With  the  statesman  from  whom  I  have  already 
quoted,  I  concur  in  what  he  said  on  a  similar  occasion 
of  a  former  president,  that  "it  does  not  become  any 
man,  in  a  government  like  this,  to  stand  proudly  on 
his'own  opinion  against  the  whole  country.  Public 
opinion  will  have  its  way  in  the  house  of  legislation 
and  elsewhere.  The  people  are  sovereign,  and  what- 
ever they  determine  to  obtain  must  be  yielded  to  them. 
This  is  my  belief,  and  this  is  my  hope.  I  am  for  a 
bank  as  a  measure  of  expediency,  and,  under  present 
circumstances,  a  measure  of  necessity.  I  yield  to  no 
newfangled  opinions,  to  no  fantastical  experiments. 
I  go  for  safety  of  property,  for  the  protection  of  in- 
dustry, for  the  purity  of  the  currency.  And,  for  the 
preservation  of  all  these  great  ends,  I  am  for  a  bank." 
The  majority  of  tlie  committee,  however,  have 
changed  radically  the  measure,  as  it  was  framed  by 
the  executive  and  "his  constitutional  advisers;"  and 
the  undersigned  will  proceed  to  present  the  substance 
of  his  amendments  and  modifications.  The  commis- 
sioners of  the  board  are  reduced  to  one,  and  the  num- 
ber of  agencies  to  two;  the  amount  of  individual  de- 
posites to  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  charge  of  a 
half  per  cent,  upon  the  depositor  is  struck  out.  ■  The 
issues  of  the  exchequer  are  to  consist  exclusively  of 
certificates  of  deposite,  and  are  to  be  given  for  indi- 
vidual deposites,  for  the  amount  of  bullion  with  the 
mints  for  coinage,  and  for  the  sums  due  to  such  gov- 
ernment creditors  as  may  choose  to  receive  them;  not 
exceeding  ten  millions  of  dollars;  but  the  aggregate 
amount  is  to  be  limited  to  the  amount  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver actually  held  by  the  exchequer  and  the  mints. — 
It  is  permitted  to  sell  drafts  upon  the  principal  board 
and  the  agencies,  and  to  purchase  bills  of  exchange 
for  the  transfer  of  public  funds  fur  government  pur- 
poses; the  officers,  except  the  clerks,  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  and  their  salaries  are  fixed  by 
law.  Those  provisions  constitute  essential  change; 
and,  whilst  they  remove  much  of  objection  to  the 
scheme,  they,  in  an  equal  and  probably  a  greater  de- 
gree, render  it  inefficient  for  any  practical  good.  Cut 
down  as  it  is,  if  itshoKld  have  success  commensurate 
with  its  present  design,  it  would  be  a  government 
bank;  though  much  less  formidable  and  noxious  than 
as  it  came  from  the  executive  lalioratory.  Yet  it 
would  be  subject  to  great  and  manifold  objections.— 
It  would  withdraw  from  circulation  twenty-five  mil 
lions  of  dollars  of  specie — a  sum  greater  than  what 
was  held  by  all  the  banks  of  the  nation  in  the  palm- 
iest days  of  its  prosperity — and  give,  as  a  substitute, 
a  Icssuinonnt  of  certificates  of  deposite,  with  a  porta- 
ble paper  currency  for  the  more  cumbrous  metall 
one,  as  the  only  promise  of  good.  The  loss  resulting 
from  the  friction  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  its  circu 
laCion  would  be  more  than  balanced  hy  the  destruc- 
tiuii  of  a  large  amount  of  these  cerlilicates,  which 


would  be  a  burden  falling  wholly  upon  a  few  individ- 
uals whose  property  they  then  might  happen  to  be. 
In  accumulating  a  stock  of  specie  something  like 
equal  to  the  aggregate  amount  in  the  vaults  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  United  States,  the  exchequer  board  must 
necessarily  abstract  it  princip.  Hy  from  these  banks, 
and  thus  sweep  away  the  basis  of  their  large  circula- 
tion that  would  still  remriin.  There  would  necessari- 
ly he  a  considerable  but  ever-changing  amount  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  public  collectors,  or  in  transit 
between  them  and  theagencies  of  the  exchequer;  and 
in  giving  certificates  of  deposite,  as  one  agency  could 
"  e  no'knowledge  of  the  present  existing  condition 
of  the  others,  its  issues  would  inevitably  have  to  be 
limited  to  the  amount  of  its  gold  and  silver.  The 
exchequer  and  its  agencies  could  not  keep  their  is- 
sues of  certificates  perpetually  and  at  all  times  up  to 
the  amount  of  their  specie,  since  they  would  be  so 
frequently  receiving  it,  and  often  in  small  sums;  and 
time  would  be  required  to  strike  the  balance,  to  ena- 
ble the  officers  to  steer  clear  of  felony  by  not  exceed- 
ing that  limit.  These  results  would  then  certainly 
ensue:  the  circulatiop  furnished  by  the  exchequer,  in 
the  form  of  certificates,  would  be  considerably  less 
than  the  amount  of  the  gold  and  silver  held  by  it  on 
deposite  and  in  the  hands  of  public  receivers;  it  would 
reduce  and  break  down  the  circulation  of  the  banks, 
by  returning  upon  them  a  large  amount  of  their  pa- 
per, and  by  abstracting  their  principal  stock  of  spe- 
cie; and,  after  rendering  their  remaining  circulation 
worihless,  it  would  hold  in  its  vaults  the  principal 
amount  of  all  the  gold  and  silver  in  the  country, 
whilst  the  paper  emitted  by  it  would  have  centered 
and  aggregated  at  a  few  points  where  the  public  rev- 
enue is  collected  and  disbursed.  Instead  of  operating 
as  a  beneficent  measure  of  general  relief,  it  would 
subject  almost  the  whole  union  to  a  sort  of  procrus- 
tean  operation.  All  transactions  of  barter  and  sale, 
"all  payments  would  be  forced,  and  rigorously  held  to 
a  scale  of  circulation  less  than  the  actual  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  coin.  Millions  upon  millions  of  debts, 
created  during  the  existence  of  a  system  of  inflated 
bank  credits,  would  have  to  be  paid  in  a  medium  many 
fold  more  valuable  tlian  the  one  in  existence  at  th© 
time  of  their  creation,  and  which  alone  was  contem- 
plated for  the  discharge  of  such  obligations.  In  a 
few  years  the  country  would  be  forced  through  muta- 
tions, which,  if  practicable  at  all,  would  require  half 
a  century  safely  to  be  effected.  But,  happily,  this 
measure,  if  adopted,  could  not  have  the  success  to 
produce  these  tremendous  consequences;  and  which 
It  certainly  would  produce  if  that  success  was  appro- 
priate and  equal  to  its  scope  and  design.  There 
would  be  no  private  deposites,  or  the  amount  would 
be  so  inconsiderable  as  to  produce  no  important  re- 
sult. The  average  surplus  revenue  has  yet  to  be 
created,  and  when  it  is  provided  for,  it  would  be 
found  to  relieve,  slightly  indeed,  the  paucity  in  which 
the  exchequer  would  be  left  hy  individual  depositors. 
But  it  would  leave  still  another  resource — it  could 
sell  its  drafts.  A  government  bank  without  capital, 
and  without  resources  to  create  one,  offiring  to  sell 
its  bills«to  traders,  to  astute,  sagacious  men  of  busi- 
ness, and  tlie  success  of  whose  operations  depends 
upon  the  most  exact  punctuality  in  having  their  pa- 
per honored — the  thought  is  preposterous.  Besides, 
the  exchequer  would  have  funds  but  at  ten  points  in 
the  Ifniled  States;  and  the  demand  for  exchange 
would  be  almost  wholly  upon  three  of  them — Boston, 
Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  principally  the  lat- 
ter place.  It  would  be  nearly  literally  true,  that  the 
exchequer  would  have  the  option  of  drawing  drafts 
but  upon  a  single  point,  and  generally  would  have 
there  next  to  no  funds  to  meet  them,  in  consequence 
of  the  supply  from  the  customs  being  constantly  ab- 
sorbed by  the  expenses  of  the  government. 

The  undersigned,  from  this  reasoning,  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that,  in  practical  operation,  the  exchequer 
board,  as  modelled  by  the  committee,  would  be  sim- 
ply a  depository  of  the  public  revenue,  a  mere  sub- 
treasury,  with  "the  specie  clause"  scarcely  excluded, 
as  it  allows  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks  to  be 
paid  in  discharge  of  the  public  dues  only  when  they 
are  convertible  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  place  ir/irrc 
received.  It  is  a  sub-treasury  more  expansive  and 
more  liable  to  abuse  than  the  one  which  the  Ameri- 
can people  have  so  signally  condemned,  and  to  the 
repcnl  of  which  the  present  executive  stands  pledged 
by  his  recognition  that  it  was  one  of  the  cardinal 
questions  in  the  last  presidential  election;  and  he  has 
solemnly  conformed  his  official  action  to  that  judg- 
ment of  this  great  tribunal  by  approving  the  bill  for 
its  repeal.  It  would  he  powerless  to  elfect  any  thing 
to  restrain  excessive  issues  of  banks,  to  purify  their 
present  spurious  circulation,  to  aid  them  in  a  return 
to  specie  payments,  or  to  coerce  them  to  that  duty, 
beyond  the  mere  treasury  operation  of  excluding  Irom 
the  public  receipts  all  notes  that  are  not  convertible 
into  gold  and  silver.  So  far  as  it  would  furnish  cir- 
culation, il  would  exclude  a  better  onej  it  would  en- 
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large  considerably  executive  patronage  and  govern- 
ment expenses.  It  can  do  nothing  to  facilitate  and 
cheapen  exchanges,  to  aid  commerce,  to  restore  gen- 
eral confidence,  to  bring  back  to  the  country  its  lost 
prosperity.  Wherefore,  the  undersigned  recom- 
mends to  the  house  to  reject  wholly  and  in  detail  this 
scheme,  both  in  tlie  form  in  which  it  came  from  the 
executive,  and  in  the  less  imposing  one  into  which  it 
has  been  moulded  by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
He  concurs  fully  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr. 
Webster  on  a  similar  occasion,  "it  is  better  to  do 
nothing  than  to  do  mischief." 

GARRETT  DAVIS. 
February  16,  1842. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE.   ■ 

March  3.  Mr.  Miller  presented  a  memorial  of 
154  females  of  Rahway,  New  Jersey,  employed  in 
the  clothing  business,  praying  increase  of  duties  on 
foreign  ready  made  clothmg. 

Mr.  Buchaiutti  presented  four  memorials  from  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  protection  for  the  iron  interest. 

Mr.  Wliile  one  from  same  state  for  window  glass. 

Mr.  Simmons  presented  resolutions  of  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff. 

Mr.  BaiTOW  presented  resolutions  of  Louisiana  in 
■  relation  to  the  Elaine  boundary  and  Creole  case. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz:  the  resolntions 
offered  by  Mr.  Clny  on  the  15th  ult.  and  the  resolu- 
tions otfered  by  Mr.  ff  ng/i(  as  substitute  therefor, 
viz: 

Resolved  Thnt  it  is  the  duly  of  the  general  govern- 
ment for  conduciing  its  adniinisiraiion,  to  provide  an 
adequate  revenue  wiiliin  liie  >ear  lo  meet  the  cutrent 
expenses  of  tlie  year;  and  that  any  expedient,  eitlier  by 
loan  or  bj'  treasury  notes,  \o  supply,  in  time  uf  peace,  a 
deficiency  ot  revenue,  especially  during  succe?sive  years, 
is  unwise,  and  tnusi  lead  to  pernicious  consequences. 

2.  Resnlvtd,  Thai  siicU  an  iidequate  revenue  cannot 
be  obljtined  wiihout  restoring  to  [lie  national  treasury 
the  revenue  from  the  public  lands,' or  the  iinuosiiinn  ui 
high  ta.\es  upon  all  foreign  impnris,  including  riie  ordina- 
ry necessaries  of  lite,  thus  making  llie  lax  onerous  lo  the 
whole  people,  hccause  of  those  necessaries  the  whole 
people  arc  cunsuineip. 

3.  Resolved,  there/ore^  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled 
"an  act  to  aipropiioie  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  p.-e-einjiiion  rights,"  approved 
on  the  fourth  day  ol  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-one,  as  apprupriaios  those  proceeds  to  the  statts 
and  territories,  and  to  the  Disirict  ul  Culuinhia,  ought  to 
be  repealed,  lieeauj^e  it  is  now  apparent  thtii  this  porti.jti 
of  theptihltc  reveiuis  cannot  he  taken  fioiii  the  national  | 
treasury  wiihoul  creating  the  iiis:ant  necessity  for  increas- 
ed loans,  or  additional  taxatiun,  or  holh,  to'  an  amount 
eufiicteni  to  supply  the  derieiency  thus  produced. 

4.  Resulved,  That  in  the  ailjuiimeiu  of  a  tariff  to  raise 
an  amount  of  revenue  such  us  may  be  required,  over 
and  above  the  means  to  be  derived  from  ihe  sales  uf  the 
public  land.',  which  amount  slnnild  be  always  equal  lo. 
the  current  exjiendiiures  of  the  goveriinieni,  economi- 
cally and  properly  adininisieied,  and  to  the  gradual  but 
certain  extinguishment  of  any  existing  debt,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  ai:t  ol  2d  M.irch,  1S33,  entitled  "an  act  to 
modify  the  act  of  the  fouiteeeuiii  of  July,  one  ihousaiid 
eight  hundred  and  ihiiiy-two,  and  all  other  acts  imposing 
duiies  on  imports,''  coinnioiily  called  ihe  compromise  act, 
ought  to  be  adhered  to,  as  the  general  basis  of  such  ad- 
justment. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  provisions  in  the  act  of  the  extra 
Eession  fur  the  distrihotion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  I'equirir.g  the  operation  of  dial  act  to  be  suspended 
in  the  contingency  of  a  higiier  laic  of  duty  ilian  twenty 

{lercent.  presents  the  ground  upon  which  only  congress 
las  assented  to  the  disirihuiion  of  the  land  revenue  lo 
the  states  ,  and  when  it  shall  appear  that  the  distribution 
cannot  lake  place  consistenily  wiih  the  terms  of  thai  pro- 
vision, it  will  appear  that  a  state  of  things  exists  under 
which  congress  did  not  intend  it  should  take  place  at  all. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  governirient  at  all 
times,  but  more  especially  in  a  season  such  as  now  ex- 
ists, of  general  enitiarrassineiit  and  pecmiiarv  distress,  to 
abolish  ail  useless  iiisiiiutions  and  offices,  tu  curtail  all 
unnectssary  exjienses,  and  to  practise  rigid  economy. 

7.  ResoUed  Uterffoie.  That  congress  is  called  upon  to 
retret.ch  its  cxpetisef — by  abridging  the  duranon  of  the 
long  sessions;  by  regulating  and  more  clearly  defining  ihe 
mileage  of  the  ineniliere;  and  by  diiniiiishing  the  cuntin- 
geni  expenses,  and.cN^pecially  those  incurred  for  statione- 
ry, for  pririling:,  for  the  employment  of  clerks  for  coin- 
millees,  and  (or  folding  printed  matter  to  be  iransniiiied 
Ihrough  llie  mails.  And  that  congress  is  also  called 
upon,  to  make  lelrenehnierils  in  the  following  depart- 
ments of  the  public  service,  viz:  To  diminish  the  expen- 
ses of  the  judiciary  departmeni;  to  bring  the  diplomatic 
relations  of  U:c  United  "States  wiiliin  narrow  limiis.  by 
disconiinaing  appropriations  for  charges  d'affairs  at  Na- 
ples, Bogota,  Caraccas,  Si.  Jago,  and  Lima;  to  diminish 
the  expenses  of  lureign  tnieicourse  by  reducing  ihe  ap- 
propriaiions  for  dipluinaiic  representatives  for  Prussia 
and  Brazil  lo  the  compensation  anached  lo  the  grade  of 
ministers  rtsideni,  and  for  those  of  Austria  and  Mexico 


lo  the  compensnlion  attached  to  the  grade  nf  charges 
d'alTairs;  to  restricting  the  franking  privilege  of  members 
of  congress  lo  leltrrsand  oiher  rnminunications  in  writ- 

i  igonly,  and  those  not  to  exceed  the  weight  of ;  to 

further  limit  and  more  clearly  define  the  frnnliing  privi- 
leges of  depiitv  postmasters;  and  to  increase  and  regulate, 
ai  cording  to  the  weigh',  the  charges  to  be  made  upon 
books,  pamphlets,  and  other  printed  packages  transmit- 
ted through  the  mails 

Mr.  Smitk,  of  Indiana,  addressed  the  senate  at 
large,  commenting  also  upon  Mr.  WriglU's  speech, 
and  at  4  o'clock  concluded. 

And  the  senate  adjoured. 

March  4.  A  resolution  was  adopted  calling  on 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  for  information  as  to  what 
steps  had  been  taken,  in  compliance  with  a  joint  re- 
solution of  the  last  session,  in  relation  to  the  pur- 
chase of  American  water-rotted  hemp  for  the  use 
of  the  navy. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  tlie  discussion  of  the 
resolution  restricting  the  veto  power;  and 

Mr.  .Ben"if7i  rose  and  delivered  his  views,  at  great 
length,  in  favor  of  a  wholesome  restraint  of  the  veto 
power.  When  the  further  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

March  7.  Mr.  froodbury  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  hon.  Leonard  Wilcox,  appointed  by  the 
governor  of  New  Hampshire  a  senator  of  the  U. 
States  in  the  place  of  the  hon.  F.  Pierce,  resigned. 

Mr.  Jnicox  was  then  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  senate. 

Mr.  Wriglil  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Clinton  county,  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  any  law  to  permit  the  importation  ol 
railroad  iron,  or  iron  for  steamboats,  free  of  duty, 
and  praying  that  all  iron  may  be  subject  to  a  duty  of 
thirty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of 
New  Jersey,  asking  that  the  duly  on  foreign  iron 
may  be  restored  to  what  it  was  in  1839. 

Mr.  Cloy  presented  a  memorial  from  a  great  num- 
ber of  ladies  of  Rahway,  New  Jersey,  who,  he  said, 
judging  from  their  autographs,  were  very  beautiful 
indeed.  These  ladies,  inasmuch  as  a  further  reduc- 
tion of  duty  on  foreign  ready-made  clothing  would 
render  their  employment  unprofitable,  and,  having 
no  other  means  by  which  to  support  themselves  and 
their  families,  earnestly  and  respectfully  pray  that 
congress  will  enact  such  laws  as  will  secure  them 
from  foreign  competition.  He  believed  that  articles 
of  ready-made  clothing  h.id  been  objects  of  protec- 
tion from  the  commencement  of  the  government 
down  to  the  present  time,  and  that,  too,  separate  and 
distinct  from  any  system,  and  he  hoped  that  he  would 
be  allowed  to  say  that,  whatever  diversity  of  opinion 
there  may  exist  as  to  the  protection  of  the  7iien  of 
the  country,  there  would  be  no  diversity  of  opinion 
whatever  as  to  the  protection  of  the  ladies;  and  he 
presumed  that  he  might  here  rely  on  the  chivalry  of 
South  Carolina  lo  rush  forward  and  protect  their  fair 
countrywomen  from  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  Cnllioun  remarked  that  during  the  operation 
of  the  tariff  act  of  1828,  he  dined  in  the  company  of 
General  Patterson  and  a  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina; and  that  they  entered  into  conversation  on 
the  effects  of  the  tariff,  and  especially  as  to  ready- 
made  clothing.  General  Patterson  said  that  when 
he  visited  Quebec,  during  the  preceding  summer,  he 
purchased  a  suit  of  clothes,  and,  on  his  return  to 
Philadelphia  he  ascertained  that  the  difference  in 
the  prices  between  the  two  cities,  paid  the  whole 
expense  of  the  trip.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  then  observed  that  he  went  from  Charles- 
ton to  Quebec,  and  while  there  he  purchased  two 
suits,  and  the  difference  belwecn  the  Charleston 
price  and  the  amount  paid,  defrayed  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  his  trip.  Now,  if  gentlemen  were  not  able 
to  make  clothes  cheaper,  they  were  not  able  to  buy 
them. 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that  he  had  merely  made  an 
appeal  to  the  heart  of  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  he  was  sure  that  twenty-five  years  ago  it 
would  not  have  been  made  in  vain. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Hunting- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania,  relating  to  the  iron  inte- 
rest; and  this  subject  he  recommended  to  the  senate 
generally,  but  particularly  lo  the  senators  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  in  presenting  memorials  from  iron 
manufacturers  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  that  the  duty 
on  iron  may  be  restored  to  what  it  was  in  1839,  said 
he  thought  that  the  senator  from  Kentucky  was  un- 
kind when  he  (Mr.  Clay)  presented  the  petition  of  so 
many  ladies,  and  gave  him  (Mr.  Buchaium)  the  iron 
manufacturers  and  recommended  them  to  his  parti- 
cular care. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  feel  that  he  had  inflicted  any  in- 
jury upon  the   senator  from  Pennsylvania.     He  had 


recommended  to  him  the  petition  of  the  iron  manu- 
facturers because  they  happened  to  be  men  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  the  reason  why  he  had  not  recommend- 
ed the  memorial  of  the  ladies  was,  that  the  senator 
had  lived  for  fifty-five  years  and  upwards  without 
having  taken  any  lady  under  his  protection. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that,  old  as  the  senator  himself 
was,  he  wished  to  take  all  the  ladies  under  his  pro- 
tection. 

Mr.  B.  then  presented  a  memorial  from  Lancaster, 
Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of  the 
compromise  act,  and  asking  for  a  general  protection 
of  domestic  manufactures;  also,  a  memorial  from  the 
repairers  and  dressers  of  raw  quills,  asking  that  the 
duty  may  be  removed  from  the  same,  but  retained  on 
the  finished  imported  article. 

.Mr.  Simmons  presented  a  memorial  from  paper 
manufactures,  asking  for  protection;  also,  resolutions 
of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  on  the  subject  of  a 
uniform  mode  of  electing  the  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  fixing  the  same  day 
for  that  purpose  throughout  the  union. 

Mr.  Serier  submitted  a  joint  resolution,  authorising 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  senate,  to  appoint  three  commission- 
ers, to  hold  their  office  for  six  months,  to  adjudicate 
the  claitns  of  the  Cherokees  residing  east  of  the  Mis- 
sisippi  river,  and  ascertain  and  pay  to  each  claimant 
the  amount  justly  due  him  out  of  such  money  as  has 
been  set  aside  for  that  purpose,  and  as  yet  unexpend- 
ed, under  the  treaty  of  1835  and  '36. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Tallmailge  said  that  as  there  were  several  spe- 
cial orders  which  had  precedence  of  the  exchequer 
bill,  he  would  take  this  occasion  to  move  that  its 
consideration  be  postponed  until  this  day  two  weeks 
— fhe  aist  instant;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  operation 
of  a  portion  of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  revive  and 
extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia." 

Mr.  .Illen  addressed  the  senate,  contending  that  the 
banks  had  violated  their  charters. 

Mr.  Bayard  replied. 

Mr.  Jlllen  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative— yeas  14,  nays  22. 

Mr.  Jlllen  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  senate  whe- 
ther the  banks  in  the  District,  or'eilhcrof  them,  have 
violated  their  charters,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  in 
any  manner  sought  to  avoid  any  requirements  or  con- 
ditions in  the  act  to  revive  and  extend  their  charters, 
approved  August  25,  1841.  And  especially  to  in- 
quire whether  they,  or  either  of  them,  have  issued 
and  acted  on  a  certain  circular  letter,  (which  was 
read  by  Ihe  clerk).  He  then  continued  his  remarks 
upon  the  subject  of  banking  corporations:  and,  when 
he  concluded. 

Blr.  Kerr  obtained  the  floor,  and  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

March  8,  1812.  After  the  presentation  of  some 
executive  communications,  and  the  reports  from  com- 
mittees, the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  from  the  house  in  re- 
lation to  the  banks  of  this  District,  the  question  pend- 
ing being  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions, &c. 

The  bill  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
Kerr  and  Bayard  in  its  favor,  and  by  Messrs.  WriglU, 
Buchanan,  Benton,  Calhotni,  Woodbury,  and  others, 
against  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit, and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  18,  nays  25. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Benton  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  inquire,  by  resolu- 
tion, whether  the  banks  had  not  forfeited  their  char-, 
ters  since  the  1st  March. 

This  proposition  was  voted  down  by  the  same  vote 
as  the  first — 18  yeas,  25  nays. 

The  bill  was  then  so  amended  as  to  provide  that 
the  extension  of  privilege,  instead  of  being  for  a  spe- 
cific time,  depend  on  the  resumption  of  the  banks  at 
Richmond  and  Baltimore,  and  then  the  bill  v/as  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  and 
after  a  brief  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

March  9.  Mr.  Berrien,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  District  banks  was  taken 
up  for  its  third  reading;  when  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— .Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard.  Choate, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Hunhngton,  Mangum, 
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Premiss,  Simmons,  i 
Tallmadge,  Wood- 


Miller,  Morehpnd,  Phelps,   Fori 
Sniiili.  ol  Iiid.  Southard,  Sprag 

^'■NA7s-Messrs.  Allen.  Benlon,  Bnchanan.  Calhoun,  I  Maine       .         . 
Fulton    Kn.ff  Linn,  McRobert=,  Sevier,  Sniiili,  of  Con-  j  New  Hampshire, 
neciiciit   Siur^eon  Tnppan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Williams,  j  Massaehiisetts,  . 
WooHbnry,  Wri-ht,  Ymine— IS.  j  Rhode  Island, 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the  act   Connecticut,     . 
entitled  "an  act  to  appropriate   the   proceeds  of  the  ^  Vermont, 
sales  of  tlie  public   lands  and   to  grant  pre-emption    New  York, 
rights,"  approved  September  4,  1841.  New  Jersey, 

Mr.  McRobcrts  moved  an  amendment,  doing  away    Pennsylvania,   . 
with  all  the  restrictions  to  the  pre-emption   clause,    Delaware,     . 
and  supDorted  his  amendment  in  a  speech  which  oc- j  Maryland, 
ciipied  the  time  of  the  senate  until  long  after  the  hour   Virginia, 
for  the  special  order.  I  North  Carolina, 

After  which  the  senate  went  into  executive  session,    gouth  Carolina, 


and  remained  therein  until  half  past  five  o'clock  P. 
M.;  and  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TutiRsD.iY,  M.iRCH  .3.     A  resolution  was  adopted 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Borone  granting  the  use  of  the  hall 

to   the  Congressional   Total   Abstinence  society   on 

Monday  next. 

The  report  on  retrenchment  was  then  taken  up  and 
after  progress  therein,  the  general  appropriation  bill 
■was  considered  again  in  committee  of  the  whole  and 
after  further  progress  and  discussion  respecting  the 
printing  of  the  U.  States  laws,  the  committee  arose 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  M.^rcii  4.  The  report  of  the  committee 
ou  retrenchment  was  farther  prosecuted,  and  several 
of  its  resolutions  discussed  and  adopted,  until  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Briggs  its  farther  consideration  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Barnard  offered  a  resolution  authorising  the 
clerk  of  the  house  to  inquire  into  the  cost,  practica- 
bility, &.C.  &.C.  of  having  the  desk  of  members  re- 
moved from  the  body  of  the  hall,  and  of  placing 
others  outside  the  bar,  where  members  may  write. 
But  objection  being  made,  it  was,  for  the  time  with- 
drawn. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair,  and  commenced 
the  consideration  of  private  business,  which  occupied 
the  sessiofi,  until  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  5.  Mr.  Taliafeiro  moved  the 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  determining  that  the  house 
should,  after  this  week,  meet  at  11,  instead  of  12 
o'clock.  Mr.  T.  staled  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  committees  to  do  business  if  the  house  meet  at  an 
early  hour. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  who  had  moved  to  change  the  hour, 
stated  that  the  condition  of  the  public  business  re- 
quired more  time  for  legislation.  He  stated  that  he 
had  received  a  communication  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, stating  that  the  fund  of  the  quarter  master's 
department  wa3  entirely  exhausted.  The  same  was 
true  of  the  navy  and  all  the  departments.  The  house 
had  nassed  but  one  appropriation  bill,  and  not  one 
tweiftieth  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  had  been 
considered.  Congress  had  been  in  session  three 
months,  and  nothing  had  been  done  m  regard  to  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  Barnard,  of  New  York,  replied,  and  thought 
the  best  mode  of  reform  would  be  to  remove  the 
desks  from  the  floor  of  the  house.  That  would 
save  more  time  and  result  in  more  good  than  any 
thing  else.  By  meeting  at  eleven  o'clock  when  so 
much  of  the  public  business  was  done  in  the  commit- 
tee rooms  and  at  the  departments,  nothing  would  be 
gained. 

An  effort  was  then  made  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table,  and  subsequently  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  which  was  sustained,  ayes  90,  noes  89.  So 
the  house  subsequently  agreed  to  meet  at  12  o'clock 
for  the  remainder  of  the  month,  and  at  11  o'clock  on 
and  after  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

The  report  and  resolutions  of  the  retrenchment 
committee  were  then  again  taken  up  and   after  their 
farther  consideration. 
The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  7.  Uon.  Joseph  L.  Wftifc,  of  In- 
diana, who  was  up  to  this  day  detained  at  his  distant 
home  by  indiijiiosition,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 
On  leave  given,  Mr.  Everett  laid  on  the  table,  with 
a  view  to  have  printed,  an  amendment  to  the  appor- 
tionment bill  heretofore  reported  from  the  s-jlect 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Everett  was  chairman; 
■which  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out  (the  ratio  of) 
68,000,  and  insert  50,391,  constituting  a  house  of  30," 
members,  under  which  the  present  representation  o 
no  state  will  be  decreased;)  and  (with  a  view  to  test 
the  senseof  the  committee  between  a  low  and  a  high 
ratio)  Mr.  E.  gave  notice  that  he  will  hereafter  mo 
to  amend  the  auiendmciit  bi/  striking  out  iU.'J'Ji  and 
inserting  70,6dO,  (constituting  a  house  of  217  mem- 
bers.) 


Georgia, 

Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois,     . 

Missouri, 

Arkansas, 

Michigan, 


50,391 


70,639 


9    48.274 

7 

7,033 

5    32,619 

4 

1,854 

14 

32,225 

10 

30,899 

2 

8,046 

1 

38,148 

6 

7,652 

4 

27,288 

5 

39,993 

4 

9,228 

48 

12,151 

34 

25,799 

7 

19,306 

5 

19,636 

34 

10,713 

24 

27,687 

1 

26,652 

1 

6,363 

K 

.30,996 

() 

10,044 

21 

1,991 

15 

2 

13 

9 

9 

18,972 

9 

10,064 

6 

39,503 

11 

24,713 

8 

13,574 

9 

35,824 

6 

65,263 

5 

45,612 

4 

14,847 

5 

33,075 

4 

2,310 

15 

121 

10 

49,186 

14 

1,451 

10 

126 

3(1 

7,736 

21 

35,186 

IS 

30,782 

9 

49,745 

9 

22,.532 

6 

51,971 

7 

7,265 

5 

7,006 

1 

39, 2o; 

1 

18,920 

4 

10,703 

3 

227 

305 

539,718 

217 

570,816 

10.70 

8.08 

The  amendment  and  table  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Shields,  of  Alabama,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  ihe  secretary  of  ihe  navv  bo  requested 

cause  nn  examination  to  be  made  oT  the  inveniion  of 
Thnni.'is  S.  Easton  for  the  pn-ventinn  of  sieam-boiler 

.  losions,  and  ihe  results  of  said  examination  to  be  re- 
ported to  this  house.  \\  Ml  such  observations  as  may  seem 
to  him  to  be  pioper  touching  th*'  effrcacy  of  said  invention 
o  its  adaptation  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  purposes 
nlnndcd. 

The  resolution  was  modified,  so  as  to  insert  the 
words  "together  with  any  other  invention  submitted 
to  him,"  and  then  referred  to  the  select  committee 
heretofore  appointed  on  the  subject  of  steamboat  na- 
vigation. 

Mr.  Gilmer,  from  the  select  committee  on  retrench- 

?nt,  appointed  under  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
June  17,  1781,  presented  a  report  with  the  following 
resolution: 

lie-olvrd.  That  the  selecl  commiilce  on  retrenchment 
iiave  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  house,  and 
powor  tn  sen  I  ^or  and  examine  pcr'sons  and  papers. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  debate  or  di- 
vision, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  further  consid 
ration  of  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the  committee 
on  retrenchment  and  after  progress  therein 

Wr.  IF.  C.  J()/i7ison  (objection  being  made)  moved 
that  the  rules  of  the  house  be  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Rpsolvcd,  That  the  donrUeeimr  he  directed  to  remove 
the  de.'ks  on  the  floor  of  the  hall  at  the  earliest  praciica* 
hie  moment. 

The  question  on  the  motion  was  then  taken  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  74,  nays  93. 

The  house  then,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill,  but  on  the  first  division  being  called,  there 
being  no  quorum  present,  the  committee  rose,  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  S.  The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  retrenchment  report  and  after  pro- 
gress therein,  the  orders  of  the  day  were  called  for 
and  reports  from  committees  received. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  reported  back  the  senate  bill  al- 
lowing drawbacks  on  goods  transported  in  the  origi- 
nal boxes,  packages,  &c.  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe, 
with  an  amendment  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  the  following: 

Be  it  enacted,  &,■<:■  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise entered  for  the  benefit  of  a  drawback  of 
duties  may  hereafter  be  exported  in  the  original 
casks,  cases,  chests,  boxes,  trunks,  or  other  pack- 
ages, by  sea  or  otherwise,  in  American  vessels  of  not 
less  than  thirty  tons  burden,  either  from  the  district 
where  they  were  originally  entered  or  from  any  other 
district,  to  any  foreign  dominions,  whether  immedi- 
ately adjoining  the  United  States  or  not;  said  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  when  notshipped  coastwise, 
under  the  present  law,  may  be  transported  by  land, 
or  partly  by  land  and  partly  by  water,  to  another  dis- 
trict, fur  exportation,  under  such  rules,  rcjulations, 
and  restrictions  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  secrrtary  of  the  treasury;  and  all  laws 
inconsistent  with  this  act  ore  hereby  repealed. 


Mr.  C.  in  making  this  report,  remarked  that  it  was 
proper  to  say,  that,  notwithstanding  the  committee, 
under  a  conviction  of  the  great  importance  of  this 
subject  both  to  our  foreign  freights  and  to  our  inter- 
nal cai-rying  trade  with  .Mexico  and  the  British  North 
American  colonies,  had  concurred  in  the  report,  some 
gentlemen  on  the  committee  had  reserved  to  them- 
selves Ihe  liberty  of  modifying  the  provisions  of  the 
hill,  if  subsequent  reflection  and  information  should 
suggest  any  desirable  amendments.  Mr.  C.  in  consi- 
deration of  the  importance  of  the  bill,  moved  that 
1,000  extra  copies  of  the  bill,  amendment  and  report 
be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JWaxiuell,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, to  which  was  referred  sundry  petitions  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  act  passed  at  the 
last  (extra)  session  ofcongress  establishing  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy,  with  instructions  "to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  amend  the 
xisting  bankrupt  law  so  as  to  include  all  asso- 
ciations and  corporate  bodies  issuing  notes  or  bills 
irculation  as  money,  and  such  other  amendments 
as  said  committee  may  deem  necessary,"  report,  in 
part — 

That  it  is  not  expedient  to  amend  the  existing 
bankrupt  law  so  as  to  include  associations  and  cor- 
porate bodies  issuing  notes  or  bills  for  circulation  as 
money. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  called  for  but  the 
morning  hour  having  expired— the  rules  of  the 
house  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gordon,  suspended  in 
order  to  receive  reports  from  committees  giving  rise 
to  no  debate. 

When  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  was  called; 
Mr.  Iloxene  rose  and  said  that  he  desired  to  put  an  in- 
quiry to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  in  relation 
to  a  matter  now  pending  before  them.  He  desired 
to  inquire  when  a  report  might  be  expected  from  the 
committee  on  the  petition  some  time  since  referred  to 
them  on  the  subject  of  American  prisoners  confined 
in  Van  Dieman's  Land. 

Objection  being  made,  the  inquiry  was  not  enter- 
tained. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  JJ7-ijj,'!,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair),  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year  1842 
and  after  progress  therein  the  committee  rose,  and 
reported  progress. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following  com- 
munication. 

Washington,  March  8,  1842. 
To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  invite  your  attention  to 
the  accompanying  communication  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  in  relation  to  the  probable  de- 
mands which  will  be  made  upon  the  treasury  for  the 
present  quarter.  It  will  bo  seen  that,  without  arrest- 
ing the  requisitions  which  will  he  made  by  the  war 
and  navy  departments  for  the  months  of  March,  .\pril, 
and  May,  there  will  be  an  unprovided  for  deficit 
of  upwards  of  three  millions. 

I  cannot  bring  myself,  however,  to  believe  that  it 
will  enter  into  the  view  of  any  department  of  the 
government  to  arrest  works  of  defence  now  in  pro- 
gress of  completion,  or  vessels  under  construction  or 
preparation  for  sea.  Having  due  regard  to  the  un- 
settled condition  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  the  ex- 
posed situation  of  our  inland  and  maritime  frontier,  I 
should  feel  myself  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, if  I  could  hesitate  in  urging  upon  cong-ess  all 
necessary  appropriations  for  placing  it  in  an  attitude 
of  strength  and  security.  Such  recommendation, 
however,  has  heretofore  been  made,  in  full  reliance 
as  well  on  congress  as  on  the  well  known  patriotism 
of  the  people,  their  high  sense  of  national  honor,  and 
their  determination  to  defend  our  soil  from  the  possi- 
bility, however  remote,  of  a  hostile  invasion. 

The  diminution  in  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
great  diminution  of  duties  under  what  is  commonly 
called  the  compromise  act,  necessarily  involves  the 
treasury  in  embarrassments,  which  have  boen  for 
some  years  palliated  by  the  tempor<iry  expedient  of. 
issuing  treasury  notes — an  expedient  which,  afford- 
ing no  permanent  relief,  has  imposed  upon  congress, 
from  time  to  time,  the  necessity  of  replacing  the  old 
by  a  new  issue.  The  amount  outstanding  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1S40,  varies  in  no  great  degree  from  the 
amount  ■which  will  be  outstanding  on  the  first  of 
January  next;  while  in  the  interim  tlie  new  issues 
are  rendered  equivalent  to  the  redemption  of  the  old, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  leave  au  augmented 
pressure  on  the  finances  by  the  accumulation  of  inte- 
rest. 

The  contemplated  revision  of  the  tariff'  of  duties 
mav.  and  doubtless  will,  lead  in  the  end  to  a  relief 
of  the  treasury  from  these  cou*l-iutly  recurring  em- 
barrassments: but  it  must  be  obvious  that  time  will  be 
necessary  to  realize  the  full  anticipations  of  financial 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  12.  1842— CONGRESS. 


81 


benefit  from  any  modification  of  the  tariff  laws.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  submit  tq  congress  the  su2;gestions 
made  by  the  secretary,  and  invite  its  prompt  and 
speedy  action.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Treasnrii  department,  March,  7,  1842. 
To  the  President  of  Ike  United  Stales: 

Sir:  The  duty  devolved  by  the  conslitution  upon 
the  president  of  the  United  States  "to  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed"  renders  it  proper 
that  you  should  be  advised  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  trea't'.iry,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  claims  upon 
I*  aS  of  the  means  for  their  discharge,  in  order  that 
you  may  decide  upon  the  expediency  of  laying  be- 
fore congress  the  necessity  of  further  provisions  for 
meeting  the  public  obligations. 

The  aggregate  of  demands  upon  the  treasury,  dur- 
ing the  present  and  the  two  succeeding  months,  is 
estimated,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  which  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit,  at  §9,574,040. 
The  immediate  means  within  the  command  of  the 
treasurer  for  meeting  these  expenditures  were,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  month,  including  the 
unexpended  power  to  issue  treasury  notes,  under  the 
act  of  31st  January  last,  about  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Of  tills  sum,  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  are 
in  the  land  offices.  A  portion  of  this  amount  has 
been  paid  for  land  since  the  first  of  January  last,  and 
is  required  by  law  to  be  paid  over  to  the  several 
states.  The  greater  portion  of  it  is  held  at  points 
not  convenient  for  ordinary  disbursements. 

The  nett  revenue  from  customs  during  the  present 
and  two  succeeding  months  is  estimated  at  3,250,000 
dollars.  But,  after  adding  this  amount  to  the  means 
now  at  the  command  of  the  treasury,  there  will  still 
remain  a  deficit  to  be  provided  for  of  upwards  of 
three  millions  for  the  service  of  the  same  period. 

In  submitting  to  congress  the  annual  report  of  the 
department  on  the  finances,  it  was  suggested  that  an 
authority  to  issue  treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of 
five  millions,  with  such  an  extension  of  the  term  of 
the  loan  remaining  to  be  disposed  of  as  would  ren- 
der it  negotiable,  would,  with  the  revenue  from  im- 
ports, enable  the  department  to  meet  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  present  year.  At  the  same  time,  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  was  urged  as  an  indispensable 
means  of  sustaining  public  credit. 

You  arc  aware  that,  while  the  report  on  the  finan- 
ces was  in  the  course  of  preparation,  the  plan  of  a 
fiscal  agent  or  exchequer,  since  submitted  to  con- 
gress, was  under  your  consideration.  No  doubt  was 
entertained  that,  in  the  event  of  its  adoption  by  con- 
gress, it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  any  further 
provision  for  redeeming  the  treasury  notes  required 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  and  payable  in 
the  next.  The  faculty  of  expanding  the  issue  of  ex- 
chequer hills  to  a  given  extent  was  expected  to  af- 
ford facilities  that  would  remove  all  apprehension  of 
embarrassment,  while  the  issue  of  its  maximum  of 
$15,000,000,  resting  on  $5,000,000  of  specie,  and 
$5,000,000  of  government  stock,  to  be  held  in  re- 
serve to  meet  any  contingencies  of  such  issue,  and 
aided  by  the  daily  accruing  revenue,  was  regarded 
as  placing  such  issue  on  a  foundation  perfectly  sure 
and  stable. 

Should  this  provision,  however,  not  be  adopted  by 
congress  then  it  is  obvious  tliat  the  whole  amount  of 
the  treasury  notes  authorized  by  the  late  act  of  con- 
gress will  become  a  burden  upon  the  revenue  of  1843, 
■without  any  adequate  provision  for  relief.  And,  in 
Tiew  of  this  state  of  things,  it  becomes  a  question  of 
grave  importance,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  recommend  an  increase  of  the  loan  to  an  amount 
sufficient  to  absorb  the  treasury  notes  that  will  be 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  to  be  appli- 
cable in  the  mean  time  to  the  redemption  of  such  as 
may  be  offered  for  that  purpose.  But  whether  this, 
shall  be  done  or  not,  it  is  obvious  that  the  existing 
itate  of  the  treasury  calls  for  the  immediate  inter- 
/ention  of  congress  to  save  the  good  faith  of  the 
;overnment.  And  no  effectual  expedient  for  this 
lurpose  is  perceived,  but  that  of  enlarging  the  term 
X  so  much  of  the  loan  as  remains  to  be  negotiated 
0  a  period  of  at  least  twelve  years,*and  securing  the 
layment  of  principal  and  interest  by  pledging  a  dis- 
inct  source  of  revenue  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  taken  leave  to  place  the  accompanying 
tatement  before  you,  that  you  may  decide  whether 
ny,  and,  if  any,  what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted 
ly  the  executive  under  the  circumstances  therein  ex- 

Iibited.     It  would  be  wholly  superfluous  to  add  any 
uggestion  in  regard  to  the  paramount  importance  of 
jQaintaining  the  fidelity  of  the  government  to  all  its 
en  Is. 

W.  FORWARD,  secretanj  of  the  treasury, 
tatement  of  means  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  March, 
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ash  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer  by  the 
latest  returns  to  this  date,  with  the  several  deposi- 


tories and  collectors, 
Subject  to  drafts  in   land  offic 
latest  returns. 


3,   by 


<if23^,943  03 
178,311  20 


$416,260  23 
Amount  of  treasury  notes  authorised  by 
act  of  31st  of  January   last,  which 
may  be  issued  on  1st  of  March  2,653,093  30 


Total  of  immediate  resources,  $3,069,353  53 

Esti'ed  rev.  from  cust.  dur'g  March,  1.250,000  00 

"                          "                  April,  L000,000  00 

"                        "                 May,  1,000,000  00 


Means  of  the  current  three  months,  $6,319,353  53 

Probable  demand  during  the  current 
three  months: 

The  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  in 
March,  1841,  at  6  per  cent,  was 
about  $1,200,000.  Estimating  that 
two-thirds  of  these  have  been  already 
redeemed  through  the  custom  houses 
and  land  offices,  there  remains  to  be 
paid  during  the  month  of  March  $400,000  00 

The  secretary  of  war  estimates  his  re- 
quisitions in  March  at  822,692  00 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  estimates  his 

requisitions  in  March  at  900,000  00 

No  salaries  having  been  paid  by  the 
treasury  since  the  ISth  of  January  on 
account  of  the  civil  list,  and  the  quar- 
terly payment  of  interest  on  public 
debt  becoming  due  on  the  1st  of 
April,  the  payment  on  account  of 
civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and 
miscellaneous  and  legislative  expen- 
ditures, should  the  usual  appropria- 
tion bill  pass  in  the  course  of  March, 
may  be  estimated  at  1,275,000  00 

$3,737,692  00 

The  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  at 
6  per  ct.  during  the  month  of  April, 
1841,  was  about  $850,000.  Estimat- 
ing that  one-half  had  been  redeemed 
through  the  custom  houses  and  laud 
offices,  and  the  other  half  held  for  in- 
vestment, there  will  remain  to  be 
paid  in  April  $425,000 

The  secretary  of  war  estimates 
his  requisitions  in  April  at     906,128 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  es- 
timates his  requisitions  in 
April  at  724,000 

The  civil  list,  foreign  inter- 
course, &  miscellaneous  and 
legislative,  will  require  about  500,000 


The  amount  of  treasury  notes  at  6  per 
cent,  issued  in  May,  1841,  was  about 
$1,280,000. 

Estimating,  as  above,  that  one- 
half  have  already  been  re- 
deemed, there,  will  be  re- 
quired in  May  for  this  item  $640,000 

The  secretary  of  war  estimates 

his  requisitions  for  May  at  1,491,220 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  es- 
timates his  requisitions  for 
May  at  650,000 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse, 
and  miscellaneous  and  legis- 
lative, will  require  about        500,000 


-$2,555,128  00 


Total  estimated  expenditures  for  the 


current  three  months 


$9,574,040  00 


Deficiency  of  estimated  means  3,254,686  47 

The  reading  of  the  communication  having  been 
concluded — Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  concurred  in  the 
views  expressed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in 
regard  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  action  in  rela- 
tion to  the  finances;  but  he  considered  it  due  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  to  state  that  they  had 
not  hitherto  acted  on  the  subject  of  a  permanent  re- 
venue, because  they  had,  thus  far,  been  waiting  for 
an  expected  projet  from  the  secretary  on  that  sub- 
ject. The  present  communication  proposed  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  of  the  loan  already  authorised, 
for  which  there  was  at  this  time  a  bill  pending  be- 
fore the  house,  and  for  the  passage  of  which  Mr.  F. 
felt  great  anxiety.  The  message  further  contemplat- 
ed an  increase  of  the  amount  of  the  loan.  On  this 
point  he  was  not  at  present  prepared  to  express  any 
opinion.  It  must  be  with  the  utmost  possible  re- 
luctance that  he  ever  could  yield  his  assent  either  to 
an  increase  of  the  existing  loan  or  to  any  new  emis- 
sion of  treasury  notes.  (Cries  of  "No!  no!")  The 
only  proper  course  for  congress  to  pursue  was  to 


provide.  Without  delay,  an  adequate  and  permanent 
revenue  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  country  fLoud 
cries  of  "certainly;  that's  it.") 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  refer  the  communication  to  the 
committee  of  wavs  and  means. 

Mr.Jl/eA'ecni  said  he  was  not  surprised  at  the  tenor 
of  the  communication  just  read,  it  was  what  he  had 
been  expecting  for  some  time.  The  government  was 
now,  at  length,  brought  up  to  the  question  how  it  was 
to  get  along?  and  with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  con- 
gress was  disposed  to  employ  the  means  it  did  pos- 
sess, he  would  move  to  refer  the  communication  to  a 
committee  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  repeal- 
ing the  law  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  states. 

Mr.  Omhing  suggested  the  propriety  of  postponing 
any  final  disposition  of  the  communication  until  to- 
morrow, suffering  it  meanwhile  to  be  printed,  which 
was  agreed  to  Ijy  general  consent. 

A  second  communication  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  then  read  as  follows: 

IVashington,  March  8,  1842. 
To  the  house  of  rejrresenlatives: 

In  my  message  of  the  7th  December  I  suggested  to 
congress  the  propriety,  and,  in  some  degree,  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  proper  provisions  by" law,  within 
the  pale  of  the  constitution,  for  the  removal,  at  their 
commencement,  and  at  the  option  of  the  party,  of  all 
such  cases  as  might  arise  in  slate  courts  involving 
national  questions,  or  questions  touching  the  faithful 
observance  and  discharge  of  the  international  obli- 
gations of  the  United  States,  from  such  state  tribunal 
to  the  federal  judiciary.  I  am  urged  to  repeat,  at 
this  time,  this  recommendation,  by  the  receipt  of  in- 
telligence, upon  which  I  can  rely,  tliat  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain,  residing  in  Upper  Canada,  has  been 
arrested  upon  a  charge  of  connexion  with  the  expe- 
dition fitted  out  by  the  Canadian  authorities  by  which 
the  "Caroline"  was  destroyed,  and  will,  in  all  proba- 
I  hility,  be  subjected  to  trial  in  the  state  courts  of  New 
I  York.  It  is  doubtful  whether,  in  this  state  of  things, 
should  his  discharge  be  demanded  by  the  British  go- 
vernment, this  government  is  invested  with  any  con- 
trol over  the  subject  until  the  case  shall  have  reach- 
ed the  court  of  final  resort  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  been  decided  in  that  court.  And  although  sucli 
delay  ought  not,  in  a  national  point  of  view,"to  give 
cause  of  umbrage  to  Great  Brilain,  yet  the  prompt 
and  instant  rendering  of  justice  to  foreign  nations 
should  be  placed  among  our  highest  duties.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  in  consideration  of  what  properly  becomes 
the  United  States,  and  in  anticipation  of  any  demand 
from  a  foreign  government  for  the  discharge  of  one 
of  its  subjects,  forego  the  duty  of  repeating  my  re- 
commendation to  congress  for  the  immediate  adoption 
of  some  suitable  legislative  provision  on  this  subject. 
JOHN  TYLER. 

Mr.  Barnard  (chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary)  said  that  it  would  be  recollected  by  the 
members  of  the  house  that  the  general  subject  refer- 
red to  in  the  message  had  been  for  some  time  before 
the  judiciary  committee,  who  had  reported  a  bill  in^ 
relation  to  it;  and  Mr.  B.  should  have  been  very  glad 
to  have  seen  a  moment  when  he  could,  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success,  have  asked  the  house  to  take  up  that 
bill  out  of  its  order  and  act  upon  it.  He  had  been 
aware,  some  time  since,  from  information  in  posses- 
sion ol^the  executive  department  of  the  government 
that  there  was  hazard  of  the  occurrence  of  just  such 
an  event  as  was  now  mentioned  in  the  message:  he 
had  apprehended  that  such  a  case  would  arise  but  he 
liad  seen  no  moment  in  which  he  could  ask  the  house 
to  take  up  the  bill  which  the  committee  had  reported: 
he  knew  well  that  whenever  itdid  come  up  it  must  ex- 
cite debate,  and  that  very  great  differences  of  opinion 
might  be  expected  to  exist  in  regard  to  it. 

He  moved  the  message  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  to  which 
the  bill  he  had  just  alluded  to  had  been  referred;  but 
afterwards  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cmhing,  moved 
that  the  committee  of  the  whole  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  that  it  together  with 
the  present  communication  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  hou.se  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
more, the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
•whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass. 
in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diploma- 
tic expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year  1842. 

The  pending  question  was  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday;  being  a  proposition  to  amend  the  bill  by 
requiring  the  printing  of  the  departments  to  be  done 
by  contract,  and  after  several  hours  discussion  there- 
on the  committee  rose. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication 
from  the  executive  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  boundary  thereof.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  territories.     Adjourned- 
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British  military  and  naval" iorce  in  our  neighbob- 
UOCD.  The  Brilish  miluarv  Iorce  in  our  irameiliaie 
neighborhoud  commsis,  acconling  to  ihe  .irmy  lisiol  Jan. 
181a,  of  27  regiments,  distributed  ns  lollows: 

In  Canada.  Isi  Djagooii  Guards;  7ih  Hussars;  Ure- 
nadier  Guards;  Coldsimiig  Guards,;^  Roval  ^J"'>i^^']^ 
Rifle  Regiment;  and  ihe  Isi,  i4ili,23d,  43d,  56ih,67ili, 
68:li,  70ih,  7  lili,  74ih,  83d,  85ih,  remmerits  of  fool. 

In  Nom  Sscotia.  Stii,  30th  and  76. h  re-jimenis  ol  to  )t, 
and  a  corns  of  artillery.  .        .    rr    . 

In  New  Brunswick.    36!h  and  ()7th  regiment  of  toot. 

Bermwla.  Two  regmienls  of  loot,  and  a  corps  ot 
ariMlery  and  ensineers.  .■       j     ,  a, 

There  is  a  Royal  Veteran  battalion  stationed  at  bl. 
Johns,  Newfoundland,  and  the  64ih  regiment  of  toot, 
no  designation  staled.  .  ... 

In  addition  to  this  formidable  force  in  ourneighbnr- 
liood,  ilicie  are  9  regiments  of  foot  in  the  Wesi  India 
islands.  ,     »,     ,     , 

The  British  naval  force  on  the  Ts  orth  American  sta- 
tion consists  of  the  following  vessels: 

llluslrious,  72guns;  Magnificent,  72;  Winchester,  50; 
Pique,  3i;;Cleonatia,26;  Vestal  26;  Spartan,  26;  Niaga- 
ra, 20;  Tweed,  20;  Romnev,  20;  Comus,  18;  Electra,  lb; 
Racehorse,  18;  Rover,  IS;"  Pilot,  16;  Racer,  IC;  Vicior, 
16;  Sappho,  16;  Hornet,  6;  Pickle,  2;  Lark,  4;  Charybdis, 
3-  Fair  Rosamond,  2;  Blazer,  [steamer,]  1;  FireHv,  do. 
2- Flanier,  do.  6;  Gleaner,  do.  2;  llecU.  do.  1;  Hydra, 
do  4;  Tartarus,  do.  2;  Magera,  do.  2;  Spiihre,  do.  2. 
Total  number  of  guns,  543.-  {N.  1 .  Lxpress. 

Consdl.  The  president  has  recognised  Luis  E.  Har- 
gous  as  Mexican  Consul  .""or  the  port  of  New  York. 

Cuba.  We  learn  from  a  gentleman  who  came  pas- 
senger in  the  packet  ship  Hellespont  from  Havana,  that 
the^ilficulty  between  the  governor  ol  Culia  and  the  Bn- 
ti-^h  steamer  Fvrth  was  uotliiiig  very  serious,  and  had 
been  all  settled.  Things  were  said  to  be  very  quiet  in 
Havana,  and  no  news  trom  the  .lamaica  wai- — we  begin 
to  think  that  also  a  false  alarm.         [CIturleslon  Merc. 

Pen.vsvlvania  tariff  conve.vtion.  The  state  con- 
vention of  coal  and  iron  men  adjourned  on  the  23d  Feb. 
to  meet  aga:n  at  Ilarrishurg  "u  I3;h  April.  Resolutions 
were  adopted  breaihing  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  pro- 
tection of  liome  industry.  A  stale  central  commiiice 
was  announced  and  county  committees  recommended 
to  he  organised.  The  following  was  unanimously 
adopted: 

Hciohed,  That  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  engaged 
in  manuf.icturing  agricultural,  mining,  mechanical  and 
internal  commercial  pursuits,  he  rcquesied  lo  assemble 
in  convention  in  Harrisburg,  on  the  second  Wednesday. 
the  ilnrieenth  day  of  April  "next,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing measures  l<»  secure  all  necessary  encouragement  of 
do'nestic  labor,  enterprise  and  capital,  and  thus  promote 
the  welfare  of  all  classes  of  society. 

O'Connell's  abolition  address  i.s  condemned  and 
believed  lo  be  a  base  fabricaiion,  by  a  meeting  of  Irish- 
men at  Potisville,  Pa. 

Kentuckv.  a  new  county  has  been  created  by  legis- 
lative act  out  ot  parts  ot  Lincoln  and  Mercer  by  the 
name  of  Boyle.  con«iy  seat,  Danville. 

On  the  3d  March,  the  legislature  adjourned  s'ne  Ac. 
On  the  25:.h  February,  they  (iroceeded  by  joint  ballot  to 
elect  a  senator  to  till  the  vacancy  occasinned  by  the  re- 
signaiion  of  Henry  Clay.  .luhn  J.  Crittenden  was 
elected  wiihout  opposition,  reviving  91  votes  of  the 
house  and  29  ol  the  senate.  Tlio  Connnonwcalth  saj-s 
that  ''The  jiridc  of  the  slate  seemed  to  have  been  awak- 
ened, and  some  of  the  leading  members  oi'  the  demo- 
cratic party  sustained  the  nomination  with  a  zeal  wor- 
thy of  patriots  and  unapproachable  by  mere  pariizans. 
"VVe  allude  pariicularly  to  the  course  of  Col.  Johnson  ol 
Scott,  and  Mr.  Nutiallof  Henry.  The  latter  gcnile- 
man  expressed  the  wish  that  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  imgh'  be  wiihrlrawn  in  order  that  it  might  go  forth 
to  Ihe  world  that  Mr.  Crittenden  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  his  native  state.'' 

Maryland.     Clicsupcake  and  Ohio  canal.    The   bill 

firoviiliiig  for  the  completion  of  this  work  to  Cuinber- 
and  after  being  rejeuied  in  the  house  on  the  7th,  by  a 
vote  of  3fi  to  31  was  re  considered  and  passed  mi 
the  I3ih,  by  40  yeas  lo  34  nays.  On  ihe  Uih  it  passed  the 
senate  after  receiving  ail  amendmeni.On  the  lOihit  gain 
passed  the  house  wiih  additional  amendments,  and 
was  relumed  to  the  senate,  and  lliere  rejected.  The  se- 
nate has  rejected  the  bill  for  taxing  salaries,  and  a  law 
has  been  passed  empowering  the  chancellor,  and  coun- 
ty courts  acting  as  courts  of  equity,  to  grant  divgrces  in 
certain  cases  which  are  defined  in  the  law.  Fur  this 
reason  the  senate  has  r<  fused  to  grant  any  of  the  appli- 
cations now  bcf-u-'  iliciii. 

Xlavenj.     'I'he   bill   b  i."i  il  upon  the  proposition  of  the 
late  sittveholdrrs'  coiiveitiion   in  relaiion  to  the  colored 
population  was  rejected  in   ihe  senate  on  the  ISih  iiisi. 
77ic  legislature  udjoiirned  smr  die  on  the  lOih. 

Massaciicsetts      The  legislature  of  Ma.ssachtisetis, 
ngri-eably  to  the  wish  of  both  branches  and  with  ihe  ad- 
vice and  consent  ot  the  council,  was  prorogued  bv  Gov. 
the  3d   March,  iiiiiil  ihe   fir.-l  Wednesday  In 
•  ncxl,when  it  will  re-assemble  for  the  purpose 


Naval.     The  U.  S.  ship  Falmouth,  commander  Mc- 1  the  4.h  day  of  April  next— the  .anniversary  of  the  de 
Intosh,  sailed  from  Norfolk  on  ilie  8th,  on  a  crui.=e.  The    of-  the  laineined   Harnson-lor  tlio  purpose  of  u   ■  ■ 
U.  S.   ship  John   Adams  lies  ofl"  Bost.m,  ready  lor  sea,  |  ttonally 
ill  sail  the  first  fjir  wind  f     " 


Da 

«<'l';fmb,  _  _ ,.,.. 

of  diktricting  the  state  for  the  choice  ol  members  nf 

gresa  under  the  new  apporiiumicnt.  vi'hich  it  is  cxpecied 
will  before  iliut  time  have  been  made  by  congress. 


S.   frigate  Columbia  sailed  fr 
cruise  along  ilie  cuasi. 

The  steamer  Missouri,  says  the  Army  and  .Navy, 
Chronicle, has  been  ordered  round  to  Noifoik,  as  soon  as 
her  equipments  shall  have  been  compleied.  Upon  her 
arrival,  she  and  her  sister  steamer,  ihc  Mi.wissippi,  v.ill 
make  a  trial  of  their  speed  and  othc-r  qualilies  in  ihe 
Chesapeake  bay.  It  is  not  improbable  that  they  may 
as  far  as  ,^nnapoli.«,  lo  allow  members  ot  con- 
gress an  opportunity  to  examine  these  modern  engines 
of  naval  warfare. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  John  .\dams.  Cap:.  Conover, 
sailed  from  Boston  on  tlie  8th,  for  the  Brazil  station.  She 
relieves  the  Marion.  Capt.  Beit. 

The  U.  S  schooner  Grampus,  G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  lieut 
com.  was  spoken  on  the  23d,  lat.  33  51,  Ion.  77  23,  by 
the  sell.  Oberon,  arrived  at  Charleston. 

New  HAiursHiRE.  On  the  8ih  insl.  the  state  election 
took  place.     Returns  are  nut  j'et  received. 

New  York  and  MASSAcnusETTS.  A  rail  road  frsiival 
took  place  at  Springfield,  Mass.  on  the  4ih  March,  at 
which  were  present  The  executive  and  legislaiive  ofiiecrs 
of  the  two  states.  Gov.  Seward  and  Gov.  Davis,  both 
delivered  addresses  on  the  occasion,  and  in  the  evening 
they  respectively  returned  to  Albany  and  Boston. 

New  Jersey.  The  legislature  have  settled  on  just  and 
httnorable  principles,  the  difrerence  between  the  treasurer 
of  the  state  and  ihe  oliicers  of  the  New  Jersey  rail  road 
company,  by  ptjsiponing  the  [jayment  of  the  lax  on  the 
road  five  years  from  the  completion  of  the  work,  which 
will  be  in  1914.  agreeably  to  the  construction  placed  on  the 
charter  by  the  company.  The  question  was  conceded  to  be 
involved  in  doubt  fr'un  the  ambiguity  of  language;  but  the 
doubt  has  been  resolved  on  equiiable  and  liberal  princi- 
ples— honorable  to  the  stale  and  protective  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  capitalists  who  have  invested  properly  in 
New  Jersey.  [N.  Y.  Amer. 

Imprisonment  for  deht.  Some  days  ago  the  council 
passed  a  bill,  virtually  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 
except  in  cases  of  fraud.  Yesierday  the  bill  was  debat- 
ed wiih  warmth  in  the  house,  and,  as  we  hear  by  a  pas- 
senger from  Trenton,  passed,  with  some  amendments 
not  inttrfering  with  the  general  principle.  It  is  no  longer 
doubtful,  therefore,  that  N.  Jer.?ey  will  cease,  to  be  a  pri- 
son-house for  creditors  in  other  stales. 

Ohio  whus  state  convention.     The  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopt-  d  by  the  convention  which  assembled  at 
Dayton  on  the  22. id  uli.  for  the  purpose  of  nomina 
go\ernor. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  approve  the  principles 
contained  in  the  public  messages  of  the  present  governor 
of  the  Slate,  and  recognise  in  his  adminisiraiion  an  hnn- 

t,  fearless,  and  patriotic  efi^ut  to  sustain  and  advance 
the  true  interest  and  prosperiiy  of  ihe  slate.  We  there- 
fore hail  his  acceptance  of  a  renomiiiation  as  a  subject  of 
joytoallirue  whigs,  and  the  sure  harbinger  of  a  glori- 
ous triumph  of  the  people  over  faction  and  partisan  mis- 

Resohed,  That  Ihe  people  have  a  rishl  to  demand  of  the 
national  government  Ihe  regulition  of  the  national  currency 
under  Ihe  constitution;  that  the  power  of  the  states  over 
the  question  is  necessarily  liniiied;-aiid  that  the  regulation 
of  commerce  between  ilie  slates,  which  is  dependent  on 
the  power  ot  congress,  can  only  be  legiiimately  accom- 
plished by  the  creation  of  a  currency  and  medium  of  ex- 
change whose  value  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  union. 
Resolced,  That  labor  is  the  true  source  of  national 
wealth,  and  that  all  measures  of  governmental  pobcy 
should  aim  to  ensure  labor  its  adequate  reward. 

Resolved,  Tiiai  ihe  larifT  laws  now  in  operation  are 
insufBcient  for  this  purpose;  and  that  a  tariff'  which  will 
protect  our  manufacturers  from  ihe  ruinnus  compeiition 
ol  the  labor  of  Europe,  and  open  to  agriculiure  a  home 
market  for  iissiiriilns  products,  is  imperatively  demand- 
ed by  every  interest  of  the  people  of  the  stale  of  Ohio. 

Resolved,  That,  in  fixing  ihe  larifTof  duties  on  ihe  im- 
portation of  foreign  goods  merely  for  the  purpose  of  rev- 
enue, due  discrimination  should  be  made  between  such 
articles  as  we  can  and  such  as  we  cannot  produce  or  maii- 
iifaciure,  so  as  to  give  adequate  encouragement  to  our 
own  industry  and  enterprise. 

Resolved,  That  an  expression  from  whig  brethren  in 
our  .«isier  slates,  on  the  expediency  of  holding  a  national 
conveniioi,  in  reference  lo  the  next  presidency,  be  invit 
ed  ilirough  the  medium  of  the  whig  pres 

Resolved,  That  this  conven 

Icmnly  reaffirm  those  principl 
and  reform  under  "  hich  we  r: 
ble  campaign  of  1840;  and  iha 
to  rest  until"tho3e  principles  < 
out"  whieh  were  ihc  pohiical  c 
rison,  and  of  every  true-hearted  whig. 

Resolved,  Thai  Jos  Ridgway,  jr.,  Sumuel  Z.  Selizer, 
John  A.  Lazell,  John  Greenwood,  Lewis  HoyI,  A.  F. 
Perry,  and  C.  H.  Wing,  be  and  are  hereby  appoinied  a 
Slate  central  commiuec,  with  |)owcr  to  till  vacancies. 

Pre-sidencv.  The  correspondent  of  ihe  New  "V^ork 
C.iurier  and  Enquirer,  writes  thus  from  Washington 
March  7,  1812. 

'■Dear  Sir:  An  Imporlont  political  movement  is  about 
liemg  made  in  North  Carolina,  which  will  prohablv  be 
only  ihe  first  of  a  scries  of  similar  dcm.mstralions  lo  be 
made  in  every  state  of  the  Union.  A  conveniioi  ol  the 
whigs  of  Ihn  old  north  slate,  will  be  held  at  Raltijjh  on 


Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky,  as  the 
Rio  Janeiro.'  The  V.  I  candidate  tor  the  presidency  m  1S14,  and  lo  lake.inlo 
Boston  on    Friday,  to    consideration  the  subject  ot  tlie  vice-presidency,  with  a 


deliberately  and  so- 
;  and  tlocirine^  of  policy 
lied  in  liio  evcr-memora- 
it  is  our  firm  purpose  not 
govprnmcntare  carried 
ed  of  tile  lamented  Har- 


,.^,.  .„  . ., nd  acn.ni  on  that  point." 

Some  demonstrations  in  favor  of  J.  C.  Caliiouu  have 
appeared  in  the  south  west. 

Reslmption.  The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  passeJ_ 
a  bill  on  ihe  5th  lost,  providing  for  the  resuniption  of 
specie  payineuts  by  the  banks  of  that  siate  on  liie  .a;h 
August  next.  In  Pennsylvania,  tiie  joint  eoniimiice  of 
Ihe  two  houses  having  reported  on  the  5;h  a  b.W  tor  mi- 
mediaie  rcsuoipuon,  it  parsed  the  senate  by  a  vote  ol  a. 
to  11  on  tlie  7th,  and  the  house  by  66  to  19,  on  the  next 
dav.  In  Maryland,  on  itie  3d  msi.  a  cominunicauon  w.is 
laid  bel'oie  the  legisuuurc  Irom  ilie  banks  ul  Bulomore 
inlorming  that  iliey  had  unannn.iusly  resolved  to  resume 
on  the  1st  August'.  On  the  4,li  a  coinmiiiee  ot  cinzens 
from  Baliimore  visiied  the  seat  of  government.  On  the 
•Sih  ihe  bill  reported  by  a  joint  cominittee  ol  conleience 
of  the  two  houses  passed  the  house  wiih  amendmenis  by 
a  vote  of  56  lo  14,  and  on  ihe  next  day  the  senate  by  a 
vote  of  14  10  4.  The  bill  iirovides  for  resuniption  on  the 
1st  of  May  next,  and  authorises  die  immediate  issue  ot 
small  notes  until  the  1st  ot  November. 

Rhode  Island.  In  reply  to  a  request  made  by  certain 
cinzens  of  PioviJence  to  llie  judges  of  ihe  supieme  ju- 
dicial court  of  Rhode  Island  lor  their  opinion  ujioii  Ihe 
Icgdliiy  of  what  is  called  the  "people's  consiiiunon,'' 
iaieiy  voied  upon  by  a  large  portion  ot  the  peojile  ol  that 
stale,  the  juugcs  say:  "that  the  convention  winch  lonn- 
ed  the '|ieop!u'sconstiiuiiun' assembled  wiihout  lu'i;  that 
in  forming  it  ihey  proceeded  without  law;  tliat  the  voics 
given  in  favor  ol'  it  v\  ere  given  m  luiuut  law,  and  how- 
ever strong  an  expression  ot  public  opinion  they  may 
present,  that  said  cjnsiituiion,  instead  ot  being  tiie  para- 
mount law  of  the  land,  is  of  no  binding  force  whaievcr; 
thai  ubedience  lo  11  will  form  no  jus:ilica;ion  or  excuse 
for  any  act  done  in  pursuance  of  ii;  and  that  any  at- 
tempt to  carry  it  inui  etficl  by  forcj  will  be  treason 
against  the  siaie  of  Rhode  Island,  if  not  against,  the 
Umted  Stales.'' 

Tariff.    The  friends  of  American  industry  are  niar- 
shallmglor  the  convention  whicli  is  to  assemble  at  New 
York  on  the  5ih  April  next.     Delegations  are  being  se- 
lected in  every  diieeiion.    The  iron  and  coal  interest  will 
meet  again  at  Uarrisbnrg  on  the  13:h  April.    The  vari- 
ous counties  of  ihe  suite  of  Pennsylvania  are  bcstirring_ 
themselves.     A  meeting  "to  express  the  senlimenis  of  • 
the  people  of  Vermont  on  the  duiy  of  congress  m  relation  i 
lotlie  inieresisof  llie  producing  classes"  was  called  lor 
the  10, h  of  ihe  present  month.     The  shoe  and  leathci:  i  .   _ 
lerest  met  in  convention  at  Boston  on  the  2. id,  adopted 
resolutions  and  appoinied   a  coniiniltce  to  proceed   to  ' 
Washington. 

Texas.    Galveston  dates  to  the  24;h  ultimo,  have  been 
received  at  New  Cleans  by  the  steam  packet  N.  York. 
Tne  Picayune  states  that  among  the  passengers  in 
N.  York  were  gen.  Jas.  Hainilion  and  col.  Uangerfield,, 
the  Texan  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  son  of  Mr.  Baker  and  the  son  ol  Mr.  Soles,  eiti-|- 
zens  of  Travis  county,  residing  on  Onion  creek,  eight 
nules  from  .-^.tistin,  were  killed  by  Indians  on  the  2d  ul: 

The  Mexican  prize  schooner  Progre3.sor.  capiured  by 
Ihe  Texan  commodore  Moore,  of!"  Vera  Cruz,  lias  arriv- 
ed  al  Galvesion. 

ViRGi.MA.  Re-apportlonmcnt.  The  important  subject 
so  sirenuously  demanded  by  tlic  western  cuiiniics  of  ihe' 
siaie  of  re-apportioning  the  representation  in  both  housis 
of  the  general  assembly  engaged  the  discussion  of  the 
house  for  several  days.  The  majority  uf  ihe  committee 
on  ihc  subjeci  had  reporieil  in  lavor  of  a  rcapporiion- 
iiieiu  on  Ihe  basis  of  ihe  qLialdicd  voters;  the  iinn.irity  oil 
the  other  hand  were  in  tavor  of  die  coiniiincd  basis  u^ 
while  inhabilants  and  taxes  and  that  the  present  repre- 
sentation was  so  nearly  upon  this  ratio  ihat  it  was  uiine- 
cessaiy  lo  disturb  it.  .  *' 

The  discussion  called  out  some  sirong  speeches  oh 
boih  sides.  Messrs.  Brown  of  Piesmn,  Jackson,  Mor-, 
gan,  Dorinan,  ^onih  ol  Kanawha,  and  Harrison  r-f  .Mcj. 
nongalia,  supported  the  prop.isiiion  of  ihe  majoriiv  ol 
the  eoinmiiice;  and  on  the  other  side,  Messis.  ':A;oit  ol 
Faui|uier,  Cruielifield,  Keen  and  Ycrbv,  argued  in  favoi 
of  ihc  niniority  report.  On  the  9,h,  Mr.  Yerby  moved 
an  iudefiniic  posiponemcnt  of  the  whole  subject — which 
atier  some  debate,  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  63  to  56: 

The  bill  for  taking  llie  sense  of  the  people  on  the  cal 
lied  up,  and   on  moii 


olac 

Mr.  Scott,  was  iiid.  finitely  postponed  by  a  vole  oi  C6  ii 

67. 

Upon  that  vote  being  announced,  Mr.  Dorinan  rose  t( 
ofl'er  a  protest  against  these  proceedings  of  thi 
Mr.  Scott  of  Fauquier  objected  to   ceiiain  pans  of  tb 
proicst — and  Mr.  Dorinan      '  '  '         '      ' 
of  modifying  il. 

Distribution  act.  After 
jcci  of  iho  late  dislributio 
offered  by  Mr.    Ui 


iihdrew  ii,  fur  I'hc  piirpos' 
iich  dis 


ssion  on  the  sub 
let  ol  congress,  a  rcsol 
t  the  treasurer  of  ihe  com 
Idi  should  aci  at  once  as  the  ageni  lo  receive  ih 
w.is  passed  on  ihe  8:h  insl.  by  a  vole  of  68  to  .II 
iriied  to  Ihe  senate  on  the  9ih  an  amendment  I 
lopicd,  ayes  10,  noes  14,  insirncting  the  senatoi 
ess  10  oppose  tin-  repeal  of  that  provision  of  ih 
i.Mi  a.-i  which  Inni  s  ihe  dillies  to  20  jier  cciil.- 
long  disciissioo  lb,'  res-oluiioa  as  amended  w» 
•cicd  by  a  vote  of 'JO  to  10.  ,j 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER 


Fifth  series. — No.  3. — Vol.  XII.] 


BAI.TIMORK,  5I.\KCH    19,  1842. 


[Vol.  LXU.— Whole  No.  1,590. 


THE    PAST THE    PUtlSENT mil    THE    FUTURE. 


PRINTED    AND    ITIiUSHED,    EVERY    SATURDiT,    BT   JEREMIAH    HUGHES,    EDITOR    AKD    PROPRIETOR,    AT    FIVE    DOLLARS    PER   ANNUM,    PAYABLE    IN    ADVANCE. 


CONTKIVTS  OF  NO.  3,  VOL.  12. 

Foreign  articles. 

Natio.nal  affairs — Mr.  Evereti'a  plan  for  a  fiscal 
agency. 

States  of  the  union. 

Trade  and  commerce.    , 

Speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  on  his  proposed  resoliiiions  in 
relation  to  commercial   policv,  tariff  and  relrenchmenl. 

Congressio.val  proceedings. 

CBSOiMCLE. 

fC|=AoENTs.  C.  W.  James  and  Th.  F.  Easton 
are  the  only  agents  now  authorised  to  collect  for 
A*iJes'  National  Register,  in  the  slates  and  territories 
north  and  west  of,  and  including  Ohio. 


FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

The  arrival  of  the  British  steamer  Acadia  at  Bos- 
ton, via  Halifax,  from  Liverpool,  at  length  relieved 
the  anxiety  which  was  felt  for  the  safety  of  the- Ca- 
ledonia. The  remarkable  good  arrangement  or  good 
fortune,  of  both,  which  led  to  the  meeting  of  the 
steamers  Jicadia  and  Unicom,\x\  its  result  relieves  the 
anxiety  of  thousands  in  both  hemispheres. 

The  Halifax  Morning  Post  of  the  3d  inst.  says: — 
"Never  did  the  peal  of  cannon  burst  more  gratefully 
on  our  ear,  when,  last  evening  it  announced  to  us  the 
arrival  of  a  steamship  from  England,  waking  thou- 
sands from  their  slumbers,  and  thrilling  thousands  of 
anxious  hearts  with  the  tidings  that  the  missing 
steamer  had  escaped  the  fury  of  the  mighty  deep! 

A  few  minutes  before  midnight  we  heard  guns 
pealing  down  the  harbor,  and  soon  after  rockets  were 
seen  flying  into  the  air  from  the  neighborhood  of 
George's  Island. 

I  will  be  recollected  that  the  Unieorn  sailed  down 
the  harbor  on  her  way  to  England,  at  half  past  four 
o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon.  About  an  hour  after 
dark,  not  far  from  Sambro,  a  light  was  discovered 
bearing  up  tpward  her;  for,  as  the  Unicorn  carried 
blue  lights,  she  was  distinctly  seen  by  the  other, 
which,  when  hailed,  proved  to  be  the  Acadia.  By 
the  least  chance  in  the  world  the  ships  would  have 
passed,  and  the  tidings  that  would  thus  have  been 
carried  home  by  the  Unicorn  would  have  given  rise 
to  much  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  Acadia. 

As  it  is  the  Acadia  will  make  the  most  rapid  out- 
ward and  homeward  trip  ever  performed  across  the 
Atlantic  by  any  steamer;  as  we  understand  she  will 
sail  to-day  for  England,  and  will  thus  no  doubt  carry 
home  the  news  of  her  own  arrival  here." 

A  passenger  who  came  out  in  the  Acadia  to  Hali- 
fax writes  from  thence: 

We  left  Liverpool  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of 
February,  in  the  Caledonia,  with  every  prospect  of  a 
fine  passage; — but  the  fair  prospects  soon  changed  to 
head  wind  and  severe  weather,  which  we  encounter- 
ed until  the  llth,  Vi-hen  we  ascertained  that  we  had 
.  received  a  severe  injury  to  our  rudder,  and  were 
compelled  to  put  back  for  the  nearest  port-shaving 
repaired  the  rudder  sufficiently  by  lashing  it  with 
iron  bands  and  chains  to  enable  us  to  do  so.  Fortu- 
nately for  us  there  was  little  or  no  change  of  wind, 
and  the  weather  moderated  a  little,  so  that  we  reach- 
ed Cork  harbor,  Ireland,  about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  of 
the  15th.  After  sufficient  repairs  we  left  the  follow, 
ing  day  for  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  17th. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  agents 
n  Liverpool  lor  their  promptness  in  fitting  out  the 
Acadia.  We  again  left  Liverpool  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
on  the  I9th,  in  great  hopes  of  having  better  weather 
and  more  favorable  winds;  but  we  have  encountered 
head  winds,  or  nearly  so,  most  of  the  passage,  and 
some  very  severe  weather.  On  the  3d,  latitude  46.21, 
longitude  43.56,  saw  some  large  fields  of  ice,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  4th  passed  a  small  iceberg  not  more 
than  two  or  three  times  the  length  of  the  ship  from 
us.  Last  evening,  about  9  o'clock,  we  met  the  Uni- 
corn, going  to  Liverpool  with  the  mails,  who  imme- 
diately returned  to  this  place  with  us. 

The  Acadia  left  Liverpool  on  the  19th  February. 
London  papers  of  the  18th  are  received. 

Lord  Ashburton,  the  special  minister  sailed  from 
Portsmouth  on  the  16lh  Feb.  in  the  Warspite  for  this 
country. 
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The  Britannia  steamer  reached  Liverpool  on  the 
15th  Feb.  in  11  days. 

Lord  Morpeth  has  lost  his  election  for  parliament 
in  the  city  of  Dublin,  having  received  3,435  votes, 
while  his  tory  (Opponent,  W.  H.  Gregory,  received 
3,825.     Gregory's  majority,  390. 

London,   Feb.    17.    'The  rejection  of  lord   John 

Russell's  resolution  by  the  large  majority  of  123  may 

be  considered  equivalent  to  the  adoption  of  sir  Robt. 

Peel's  proposed  corn  law  in  the  house  of  commons. 

[Times. 

BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

The  king  of  Prussia  attended  her  majesty  on  the 
opening  of  parliament. 

The  British  parliament  was  opened  on   the  3d  of 
February,  by  the  queen  in  person,  and  delivered  the 
following  speech: 
My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

J  cannot  meet  you  in  parliament  assembled  without 
making  a  public  acknowledgement  of  my  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  on  account  of  the  birth  of  the  Prince 
my  son — an  event  which  has  completed  the  measure 
of  my  domestic  happiness,  and  has  been  hailed  with 
every  demonstration  of  affectionate  attachment  to  my 
person  and  government  by  my  faithful  and  loyal  peo- 
ple. 

I  am  confident  that  you  will  participate  in  the  sat- 
isfaction which  I  have  derived  from  the  presence  in 
this  country,  of  my  good  brother  and'ally  the  king  of 
Prussia,  who  at  my  request  undertook  in  person  the 
office  of  sponsor  at  the  christening  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

I  receive  from  all  princes  and  states  the  continued 
assurances  of  their  earnest  desire  to  maintain  the 
most  friendly  relations  with  this  country. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I  inform  you  that  I 
have  concluded  with  the  emperor  of  Austria,  the  king 
of  the  French,  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  a  treaty  for  the  effectual  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  v/hich,  when  the  ratification  shall 
have  been  exchanged,  will  be  communicated  to  par- 
liament. 

There  shall  also  be  laid  before  you  a  treaty  which 
I  have  concluded  with  the  same  powers,  together  with 
the  sultan,  having  for  its  object  the  security  of  the 
Turkish  empire,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  general 
tranquillity. 

"The  restoration  of  my  diplomatic  and  friendly  inr 
tercourse  with  the  court  of  Teheran  has'been'follow- 
ed  by  the  completion  of  a  commercial  treaty  with 
the  king  of  Persia,  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid 
before  you. 

"I  am  engaged  in  negotiations  with  several  powers, 
which,  I  trust,  by  leading  to  conventions  founded  on 
the  just  principle  of  mutual  advantage,  may  extend 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country. 

"I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  announce  to  you  the 
re-establishment  of  peaceful  relations  with  the  go- 
vernment of  China. 

The  uniform  success  which  has  attended  the  hos- 
tile operations  against  that  power,  and  my  confidence 
in  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  my  naval  and  military 
forces,  encourage  the  hope  on  ipy  part  that  our  dit- 
ferences  with  the  government  of  China  will  be 
brought  to  an  early  termination,  and  our  commercial 
relations  wilifr  that  country  placed  on  a  satisfactory 
basis. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons. 

The  estimates  of  the  year  have  been  prepared,  and 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

"I  rely,  with  entire  confidence,  on  your  disposition, 
while  you  enforce  the  principles  of  wise  economy,  to 
make  that   provision  for  the  service  of  the  country 
which  the  public  exigencies  require. 
"*lfi/  lords  and  gentlemen — 

■'I  recommend  to  your  immediate  attention  the 
state  of  tlie  finances  and  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
country. 

"You  will  have  seen  with  regret  that,  for  several 
years  past,  the  annual  income  has  been  inadequate  to 
bear  the  public  charges;  and  I  feel  confident  that, 
fully  sensible  of  the  evil  which  must  result  from  a 
continued  deficiency  of  this  nature  during  peace,  you 
will  carefully  consider  the  best  means  of  averting  it. 

"I  recommend  also  to  your  consideration  the  state 
of  the  laws  which  affect  the  importation  of  corn  and 
of  other  articles,  the  produce  of  foreign  countries. 

"Measures  will  be  submitted  for  your  considera- 
tion for  the  amendment  of  the  lav  ofbanlTjjfitcy,  and 


for  the  improvement  of  the  jurisdiction  exercised  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  courts  in  England  and  Wales. 

It  will  also  be  desirable  that  you  should  consider 
with  a  view  to  their  revision  the  laws' v/hich  regulate 
the  registration  of  electors  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament. 

"1  have  observed  with  deep  regret  the  continued 
distress  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  the  country. 
The  sufferings  and  privations  which  have  resulted 
from  it  have  been  borne  with  exemplary  patience 
and  fortitude. 

"I  feel  assured  that  your  deliberations  on  the  vari- 
ous important  matters  which  will  occupy  your  atten- 
tion will  be  directed  by  a  comprehensive  regard  for 
the  interests  and  permanent  welfare  of  all  classes  of 
my  subjects,  and  I  fervently  pray  that  they  may  tend 
in  their  result  to  improve  the  national  resources,  and 
to  encourage  the  industry  and  promote  llie  happiness 
of  my  people." 

It  will  be  oljserved  tliat  the  speech  makes  no  direct 
mention  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  her  majesty  with- 
drew from  the  house,  and  retired  amid  the  cheers  of 
the  assembled  thousands  to  Buckingham  palace. 

Lord  Melbourne  followed;  he  cleverly  but  courte- 
ously twitted  the  party  now  in  power  with  the  as- 
surances they  now  expressed  that  the  state  of  the 
country  was  by  no  means  hopeless,  congratulated 
them  on  finding  that  affairs  were  in  a  much  less  de- 
plorable condition  than  they  had  represented  when 
out  of  power.  As  to  the  corn  laws,  he  assured  them 
that  the  idea  of  retaining  the  sliding  scale  was  ab- 
surd— that  it  must  be  abandoned. 

Lord  Brflugham  said  that  the  only  way  to  deal  with 
the  corn  laws  was  to  repeal  them  absolutely.  Of  the 
case  of  the  Creole  he  said  that  the  slaves  demanded 
by  the  United  States  could  not  be  given  up. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham  saidijihis  opinions  on  the 
corn  lav/s  had  undergone  no  change.  A  measure  had 
been  proposed  by  the  present  cabinet  wliich  he  could 
not  support,  and  he  had  consequently  retired  from 
the  ministry.  He  should  be  compelled  to  oppose  that 
measure,  but  on  all  other  questions  the  government 
might  rely  on  his  cordial  support.  The  address  n'S3 
then  agreed  to. 

London,  Feb.  10.  The  most  correct  description  of 
the  feeling  produced  in  commercial  circles,  by  the 
new  sliding  scale  proposed  last  night  by  Robert  Peel, 
is  that  of  general  disappointment.  The  funds,  which 
are  the  truest  indices  of  public  feeling  in  the  mone- 
tary world,  have  shown  no  sympathy  with  the  cabi- 
net measure.  It  is  not  considered  by  moderate  men 
of  any  political  section  as  sufficient  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion, or  to  contain  within  itself  such  elements  of  use- 
ful change  as  can  entitle  it  to  their  support. 

The  public  mind  was  worked  up  by  seven  months 
of  suspense  to  look  for  something  great  and  import- 
ant. It  was  expected  that,  as  the  premier  had  taken 
so  much  time  to  prepare  his  measures,  they  would  be 
found  in  the  end  well  worthy  of  all  the  suffering 
which  the  people  had  endured  in  the  long  interval  of 
their  preparation.  These  anticipations  were  increas- 
ed, and  the  hopes  of  the  country  were  still  further 
raised,  by  the  liberal  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  and  by  the  solemn  tone  in 
which  the  preraier  subsequently  expressed  himself 
with  rega:d  to  the  present  position  of  public  affairs. 
WheUv  after  all  this  suspense  and  distress,  official 
my&tery  and  pompous  allusion  to  benefits  to  come, 
the  great,  and  first  public  grievance  has  been  met  by 
a  pitiful  contrivance  to  maintain  a  high  fluctuating 
duty,  ranging  from  20s.  to  10s.  per  quarter  when  the 
average  price  at  home  is  under  62s.  per  quarter,  the 
feeling  of  disappointment  has  been  proportionally 
great;  and  the  general  opinion  is,  that  the  country  has 
been  shamefully  trifled  with. 

London,  Feb.  17.  The  rejection  of  lord  John  Rus- 
sell's resolution  by  the  large  majority  of  123  may  be 
considered  equivalent  to  the  adoption  of  sir  Robert 
Peel's  proposed  corn  law  in  the  house  of  comniops. 
It  is  a  vote  which  does  not  commit  any  individual 
who  concurred  in  it  to  a  preference  for  the  princi- 
ple of  a  sliding  scale  over  that  of  a  fixed  duty;  it  of- 
fers no  impediment  to  the  future  progress  of  legisla- 
tion on  this  question.  It  signifies  nothing  more  than 
this— that  the  house  of  commons  prefers  sir  Robert 
Peel's  plan  to  the  present  law,  and  is  not  disposed  to 
convict  it  before  trial  of  perpetuating  all  the  evils  of 
the  exJstiog  syst^mi  that  at  aU  events  it  does  u<A 
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recot;'  i'C  the  wisdom  of  refusing  to  move  for- 
wsrds  because  the  first  step  will  not  finish  ihe  jour- 
ney. [Times. 

Jn  the  commons  lord  John  Russell,  in  reference  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  trusted  that  ail  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  countries  would  be  settled 
amicably,  whether  that  could  be  settled  by  a  special 
mission  or  not,  was  a  matter  on  which  he  would  not 
'express  any  opinion.  Sir  Robert  Peel  said  that  a 
person  had  been  sent  out  there  to  endeavor  to  termi- 
nate existing  difierences,  by  means  other  than  those 
■which  had  been  hitherto  adopted.  Such  a  determi- 
nation would  be  for  the  interests  of  humanity  and  ci- 
vilization, and  it  was  felt  that  the  person  who  went 
thither  for  that  purpose  should  be  a  person  of  such 
consideration  as  to  have  held  a  seat  in  her  majesty's 
councils.  The  ambassador  who  had  gone  had  agreed 
to  do  so  entirely  from  a  sense  of  public  duty,  and 
considering  his  relations  with  the  United  States,  and 
the  respect  attached  to  his  name  m  that  country,  he 
was  convinced  that  a  more  welcome  messenger  could 
not  be  selected. 

THE  CREOLE  CASE. 

The  affair  of  the  Creole  was  referred  to  in  both 
houses. 

Lord  Brougham  said  "that  it  was  impossible  that 
any  rupture  with  the  United  States  could  arise  out 
of  that  affair.  The  only  treaty  by  which  England  or 
America  could  claim  any  refugees,  either  from  the 
other,  related  exclusively  to  murderers,  forgers  and 
fraudulent  bankrupts;  and  even  that  treaty  had  ex- 
pired. There  was  no  international  law  by  which 
they  conld  claim,  or  we  give  up,  the  parties  who  had 
taken  possession  of  the  Creole;  and  those  persons 
must  stand  or  fall  by  our  laws  only." 

In  thehouse  of  lords,  February  14,  Lord  Brougham, 
pursuant  to  notice,  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  their  lordships  the  case  of  the  Creole,  by  moving 
for  copies  of  any  correspondence  upon  the  subject. 
He  had,  he  said,  considered  the  subject  since  he  had 
first  named  the  matter  in  that  house,  and  the  result 
of  the  consideration  was  a  confirmation  of  the  opinion 
he  had  formerly  given.  He  was  of  opinion  that  even 
for  the  mere  purposes  of  good  neighborhood  there 
ought  to  be  a  law  amongst  nations  giving  the  power 
to  each  of  surrendering  criminals  seeking  refuge  af- 
ter condemnation  in  other  countries.  There  was, 
however,  no  such  law  in  existence,  and  no  power  on 
the  part  of  this  country  to  comply  with  any  such  de- 
mand. 

The  e=;.j  of  Aberdeen  said  that  some  communi- 
cations had   taken  place  upon  this  subject  with  the 

vernmc"'  °^  America,  but  he  hoped  the  noble  lord 
would  not'press  for  them,  if  he  informed  hira  of  the 
course  which  the  government  intended  to  pursue. 
After  receiving  all  the  legal  assistance  tbey  deemed  : 
requisite  the  government  was  satisfied  that,  by  the 
law  of  this  country,  there  was  no  authority  to  bring 
the  persons  who  had  escaped  in  the  Creole  to  trial 
for  mutiny  or  murder,  or  even  to  detain  them  in 
custody.  "instructioiM  had  accordingly  been  sent  out 
for  their  liberation,  unless  it  should  appear  that  there 
was  any  colonial  law  undej  which  they  could  be 
brought  to  trial.  He  was  not,  however,  aware  of 
the  existence  of  any  such  law. 

Lord  Denman  said  he  believed  that  the  whole  of 
•Vestminster  hall  were  unanimous  that  the  law  of 
England  furnished  no  means  of  delivering  up  the  per- 
sons who  had  escaped  in  the  Creole.  The  noble  lord 
iiuoted  the  opinions  of  lord  Coke,  and  in  late  years, 
of  sir  C.  Wetherell,  to  the  same  effect,  and  said  that 
it  would  be,  indeed,  desirable  if  there  were  au  inter- 
national law  giving  a  power  to  surrender  criminals; 
but  sucli  a  law  could  only  rest  upon  the  presumption 
that  the  laws  of  all  nations  were  reasonable,  and  he 
feared  the  nefarious  traffic  in  slaves  would  stand 
very  much  in  the  way  of  any  such  arrangement. 

Lord  Campbell  said  he  should  not  have  spoken  on 
the  subject,  but  that  an  opinion  had  been  attributed 
to  him  contrary  to  that  just  expressed  by  the  lord 
chief  justice,  which  opinion  he  had  never  given.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  American  government  had 
no  power  to  demand  that  those  men  should  be  given 
up,  and  that,  if  such  a  demand  were  made,  there 
was  no  nower  by  the  municipal  law  of  England  to 


vas  no  power  by  the  municipal  law  of  England 
comply  with  it. 

Lord   Cottenham  and   the   lord  Chancellor  gave 


CORN  LAW. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  brought  forward  his  project  for  a 
change  in  the  corn  laws,  on  the  9th.    It  is  substantial- 
ly embraced  in  the  following,  schedule. 
VVhenever  the  average  pric»of  wheat,  made  up  and 

published  in  the  manner  required  by  law,  shall  be 


for  every  quarter — 


Under  51s. 


Proposed 
Sliding 
Scale, 
datyshall  ) 

be  for    \  20  6 
every  qr.  ) 

19  0 


Preseent 
Sliding 
Scale. 

36  8 


5Is  and  under  51s.        '    '       19  0  35  8 

523  and  under  533  )        '  34  8 

53s  and  under  54s  W8  0  33  8 

54s  and  under  553  S  32  8 

.555  and  under  563  17  0  31  8 

56s  and  under  57s  16  0  30  8 

573  and  under  589  15  0  29  8 

58s  and  under  593  14  0  28  8 

.S9s  and  under  60s  13  0  27  8 

60s  and  under  61s  12  0  ■  26  8 

61s  and  under  623  11  0  25  8 

62s  and  under  633  10  9  24  8 

63s  and  und«r  643  9  0  23  8 

64s  and  under  65s  8  0  22  8 

655  and  under  66s  7  0  21  8 

66s  and  under  67s )  )  20  8 

67s  and  under  68s  S  6  0  S  18  8 

68s  and  under  69s  )  )  16  8 

695  and  under  703  5  0  13  8 

7Us  and  under  71s  4  0  10  8 

7  Is  and  under  723  3  0  6  8 

72s  and  under  733  2  0  2  8 

733  and  upwards  10  10 

Sir  RoberPeel  admitted  that  he  did  not  anticipate 
from  this  measure  any  material  and  immediate  rel' 
to  the  existing  distress.     He  did   not  attribute  that 
distress  to  the  corn  laws.  He  ascribed  it  to  a  variety 
of  other  causes,  temporary  in  their  nature. 

Sir  Robert  defended  his  proposition  at  great  length, 
but  as  it  seems  to  us,  with  no  great  feeling  of  confi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Cobden  avowed  hostility  at  the  outset.  He 
denounced  the  proposition  as  an  insult  to  a  suffering 
people, 

February  11.  Lord  John  Russell  gave  notice  of 
dis!^ent  to  the  principle  of  llie  sliding  scale,  on  which 
he  siiould  take  the  sense  of  the  house. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  answer  to  a  question,  intimat- 
ed that  he  did  not  think  it  proper  or  judicious  to 
continue  the  prohibition  against  importing  salt  and 
fresh  taeat,  cattle,  swine,  &c. 

The  Bri;ish  ministers  had  declined  advising  the 
queen  to  grant  a  pardon  to  the  Chartist  prisoners. 
Frost,  Willi;im5and  Jones. 

A  terrible  gale  was  experienced  in  England  and 
the  neighboring  waters  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  26th. 
Accounts  had  reached  Lloyd's  of  the  loss  of  23  ves- 
sels on  that  dreadful  night,  besides  which  it  was 
feared  that  othtTS  have  foundered.  Many  lives  we-e 
lost.  Damage  was  done  to  vessels  in  VVaterford, 
(Ireland)  harbor  to  the  amount  of  ^£12,000.  We  do 
not  discover  the  names  of  any  American,  among  the 
vessels  lost. 

FRANCE. 

The  advices  from  Paris  are  to  the  16th  of  Februa- 
ry inclusive. 

The  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
— conceding  the  right  of  search — had  not  been  rati- 
fied by  France.  The  London  papers  admit  that  con- 
cession is  against  the  declared  opinion  of  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies  and  the  nation,  but  endeavored  to 
console  themselves  with  the  assurance  that  some 
slight  modifications  of  the  treaty  wilffccure  the  de- 
sired ratification. 

The  attitude  of  France  upon  this  subject  is  of 
great  interest  to  the  United  States.  The  following 
is  the  British  account  of  the  attitude  of  the  question. 

London,  Ftb.  18.  We  announce  with  deep  regret, 
on  the  authority  of  a  communieation  received  from 
Paris,  by  express,  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
between   the   five    great    powers  of  Europe,  for  the 


suppression  of  the  slave   trade,  which,  according  to 
;  the  previous  arrangement,  was   to  have  been  accom- 
Bimilar  oprnions",  and  lord    Brougham  said    tliat°tlie  1  pli*'ied  on   Saturday  or  Monday  next,  will  be  delay- 
same  view  was  likewise  taken   by  lord  Wynford  and  1  ed,  if  not  prevented,  by  the  French  government, 
lord  Abinger.  Of  the  sincerity  and    good    faith    with  which  the 

Lord  Brougham  then  withdrew  his   motion,  and   French  government  concluded  this  imnortant  treaty 
tJieir  lordships  adjourned.  there  cannot   be  any  doubt.     It  was  the  result  of  a 

It  will  bo  perceived  that  all  the  law  authorities  i  proposal  originating  with  France,  in  conjunction 
--and  public  men  of  all  sides  in  the  house  of  lords,  j  with  Great  Britain,  and  France  and  Great  Britain 
.  agreed  that  there  wa»  no  authority  to  surrender  the  equally  rejoiced  in  the  accession  of  the  other  pow- 
^  fugitives,  nor  hold  in  custody  the  alleged  mutineers;  j  crs.  To  congratulate  each  other  on  the  general 
•  '■  and  lord  Aberdeen  distinctly  slated  that  orders  had  concurrence  of  Europe  in  a  humane  and  benevolent 
>  been  sent  to  Nassau  to  set  at  liberty  those  of  the  ,  suggestion,  which  had  emanated  from  them  con- 
■ -Creole's  revolted  slaves  who  had  been  detained  iu  jointly,  seemed,  indeed,  to  be  all  that  remained  for 
custody.  lEngland  and  France  to  do. 


It  is  the  more  to  be  lamented  that  M.  Guizot 
shoiild  have  suffered  himself  to  he  ovcrbirne  by  the 
radical  opposition  in  Ihe  chamber  of  deputies,  and 
by  the  outcry  which  democratic  orators  have  endea- 
vored to  excite  throughout  France,  that  the  most  re- 
cent proceedings  of  the  chamber  demonstrate  the 
comparative  weakness  of  this  party,  and  the  para- 
mount strength  of  the  French  government,  a  strength 
to  be  shaken  only  by  that  government  placing  itself 
in  the  wrong. 

The  French  papers  and  our  Paris  papers  of  Wed- 
nesday announce  a  division  of  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties on  the  preceding  night,  in  which  the  government 
achieved  a  signal  triumph  over  the  opposition  on  the 
motion  of  M.  Diieos,  to  entitle  some  classes  of  pro- 
fessional men,  chiefly  distinguished  by  their  anti-mo 
narchieal  principles,  to  vote  in  the  electoral  colleges. 

This  occurrence  might  have  been  hailed  with  sa- 
tisfaction in  any  circumstances.  At  the  present  mo- 
ment it  is  peculiarly  suspicious.  It  may  be  expect- 
ed to  impart  to  the  existing  administration  of  France 
that  confidence  in  its  own  stability,  the  absence  of 
which  could  alone  cause  or  justify  any  hesitation  to 
perform  a  duty  which  the  French  government  owes, 
no  less  to  its  own  dignity  and  honor,  than  to  Europe 
and  to  Africa. 

M.  Guizot,  feeling  himself  compelled  to  refuse, 
for  the  present,  to  join,  without  reserve,  in  the  name 
of  France,  in  ratifying  the  treaty  in  the  precise  terms 
in  which  it  has  been  concluded,  proposed  certain 
modifications.  In  these  modifications  Lord  Aber- 
deen has  declined  to  acquiesce,  being  of  opinion, 
that,  as  a  British  minister,  he  ought  not  to  admit  the 
necessity  of  any  guarantee  for  the  disinterestedness 
and  probity  of  Great  Britain  in  respect  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  these  having  been  already 
proved  by  sacrifices  and  efforts  in  that  cause,  to 
which  neither  France  nor  any  other  country  can 
produce  a  parallel. 

It  is  certain,  indeed,  that  upon  this  subject  the  con- 
duct of  France  and  that  of  Great  Britain  are  in 
striking  contrast.  France,  relieved  from  the  neces- 
sity of  encouraging  the  sugar  culture  in  her  colonies, 
and  even  adopting,  in  furtherance  of  the  interests  of 
the  domestic  cultivators  of  the  beet-root,  the  policy 
of  positive  discouragement  to  the  culture  of  the  cane, 
has  never  drawn  sixpence  from  her  national  purse 
to  relieve  the  distress  of  her  slave  subjects,  although, 
at  a  very  small  expense,  she  might  have  diffused 
much  happiness  in  her  colonies,  with  an  increase  of 
security  to  the  favored  department  of  her  domestic 
agriculture. 

Concerning  markets  we  can  only  say  that  there  is 
little  encouraging  in  the  accounts. 

Paris  papers  of  16th  February,  say:  the  debate 
in  the  chamber  of  deputies  on  M.  Ducos'  proposition 
for  electoral  reform  terminated  in  an  unexpected 
manner  on  Tuesday  evening;  the  ministry,  instead 
of  being  left  in  a  minority  which  was  on  every  side 
expected,  gaining  a  triumphant  majority  of  41  votes. 
The  numbers  were  as  follows: 

For  the  motion, 193 

Against 234 

Majority  for  ministers 41 

This  triumph  was  owing  altogether  to  the  bi-illiant 
speech  with  which  M.  Guizot  wound  up  the  debate, 
and  counteracted  the  combined  attacks  of  Messrs. 
Dufaur,  Passy,  and  Lamartine.  M.  Guizot  has  add- 
ed immensely  to  his  reputation  as  an  orator  and 
statesman  by  his  speech,  and  his  position  as  chief 
minister  of  the  crown,  seems  now  by  common  con- 
sent assured  to  him  for  a  long  period. 

The  opposition  calculated  on  a  majority,  and  even 
the  ministerial  ranks  admitted  the  certainty  of  a  de- 
feat, and  such  would  have  been  the  result  of  any 
other  man,  but  M.  Guizot  had  the  management  of  the 
chambers;  and  he  contrived  so  to  work  on  the  fears 
of  tlie  moderate  conservatives,  and  to  infuse  vigor 
into  the  minds  of  his  friends,  that  he  changed  the 
whole  temper  of  the  house,  and  secured  a  substan- 
tial majority. 

EAST  INDIES. 

Cantox.  By  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Venice,  at 
Now  York,  advices  have  been  receive<l  from  Can- 
ton to  the  18th  November.  The  Canton  Press  of  the 
25th  says:  "Every  thing  remains  quiet  at  Canton, 
Ningpo,  Chinhn,  and  Chusan."  The  following  let- 
ter, however,  will  give  the  best  information  of  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs  in  that  quarter: 

Macao,  ^'ovcmber  18,  1341. 

Since  my  last  of  the  17th  of  October  our  com- 
mercial affairs  have  not  undergone  any  change  for 
the  better.  The  last  news  from  the  north  confirms 
the  anticipations  which  were  entertained  of  the 
movements  of  the  English  in  that  quarter.  .\nd  at  the" 
latest  dales  no  overtures  had  been  made  to  the  pleni- 
potentiary from  either  the  imperial  or  provincial  go- 
vernments, and  it  is  now  a  matter  of  speculation 
what  course  the  amperor  will  pursue. 
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The  British  forces  in  the  north  are  divided  be- 
tween Amoy,  Chusan,  Ningpo,  and  Chinhaithey  have 
not  500  men  for  each,  and  cannot  pursue  their  de- 
predations further,  without  abandoning  their  pre- 
sent conquests,  or  receiving  large  reinforcements. 
Notwithstanding  the  official  notifications  of  the 
plenipotentiary  of  an  immediate  resumption  of  hos- 
tilities in  the  province  in  the  event  of  any  warlike 
preparations  being  made,  the  Chinese  are  again  ac- 
tively engaged  in  preparing  for  defence.  Large  for- 
tifications of  granite  are  being  built  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  helow  Canton,  and  where  a  frigate  could 
pass  last  spring,  an  artificial  bar  of  stone  has  been 
constructed,  at  an  immense  expense,  which  effectual- 
ly impedes  the  navigation  except  for  boats  of  light 
draught. 

Some  heavy  guns  and  large  quantities  of  muskets 
have  been  imported  within  six  mouths,  and  sold  to 
them  at  high  prices,  and  the  truce  which  was  agreed 
upon  violated  in  several  points;  but  there  seems  no 
reason  for  supposing  that  the  Mandarins  have  any 
intention  of  commencing  offensive  operations. 

It  is  believed  by  many  that  sir  Henry  Pottinger 
will  be  down  here  m  December;  and  as  he  stands 
pledged  to  resume  hostilities  if  he  comes,  there  is 
but  little  doubt  another  attack  on  Canton  will  be 
made,  and  the  city  occupied  by  the  British  forces. 

The  Hong  merchants,  who  paid  six  millions  ran- 
som money  for  the  city  last  May,  and  who,  by  order 
of  the  emperor,  are  required  to  refund  the  remain- 
ing four  which  were  paid  by  government,  were  call- 
ed upon  ten  days  ago  to  contribute  a  million  of  taels 
towards  paying  for  the  defences  now  in  progress; 
and,  not  daring  to  refuse,  $1,000,000  was  immedi- 
ately made  up  and  paid.  As  no  reasonable  amount 
of  wealth  can  stand  the  extortion  these  poor  wretch- 
es are  subject  to,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  within 
a  year  the  whole  of  them  were  to  fail,  except  Hon- 
qua,  who  within  six  months  has  suffered  to  the  ex- 
tent of  more  than  $2,000,000,  but  it  is  supposed  he 
has  some  26  or  28  millions  left. 

From  the  east.  The  overland  mail  from  India 
arrived  at  London  on  the  7th  of  February.  Dates 
from  China  November  14,  Calcutta  December  22, 
and  Bombay  January  1. 

The  forces  in  China  were  still  going  on  in  their 
career  of  conquest.  The  expedition  sailed  from 
Amoy  on  the  1st  of  September — retook  Chusan, 
without  opposition,  on  the  the  1st  of  November,  and 
Ningpo  surrendered  immediately  afterwards. 

^ffghanislan.  A  succession  of  disasters  has  at- 
tended the  progress  of  the  Anglo-Indian  attempt  to 
subjugate  the  country;  almost  the  whole  population 
finally  rose  up  in  arms;  a  new  sovereign  has  been 
proclaimed  by  the  people,  in  the  room  of  the  profli- 
gate and  feeble  Shah  Soojah;  and  the  utmost  efforts 
of  the  Anglo-Indian  troops  to  quell  the  insurrection 
have  proved  unavailing. 


NATIONAL   AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Cons  tits. 

John  F.  Mullowny,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  em- 
pire of  Morocco. 

Samuel  Haight,  of  New  York,  for  the  port  of 
Antwerp,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  H.  Barker,  re- 
signed. 

F.  M.  Dimond,  of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  port  of 
Vera  Cruz,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Poiney  resigned. 

John  E.  Wood,  of  North  Carohna,  for  the  island 
of  Martinique. 

Thomas  Carlile,  of  New  York,  for  the  port  of  San 
Francisco,  in  California. 

William  R.  Hayes,  of  Vermont,  for  the  island  of 
Barbadoes. 

John  B.  Williams,  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  in  New  Zealand,  in  the  place  of  James  R. 
Clenden,  resigned. 

Thomas  H.  Blount  reappointed  collector  of  the 
customs  at  Washington,  N.  Carolina. 

Robert  Digges  reappointed  surveyor  of  the  reve- 
nue at  Nanjemoy,  Maryland. 

Richard  VV.  Greene  to  be  attorney  for  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  reappointed. 

MR.  EVERETT'S  PLAN— FISCAL  AGENCY. 

tloiise  of  representatives,  March  14,  1842. 
Committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state 
of  the  utiion. 

1.  The  treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  hold  his 
ofiice  during  good  behavior,  but  removable  on  the 
address  of  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  housn  of  re- 
presentatives. 

2.  The  treasurer  to  receive,  keep  and  disburse  the 
,  revenue  through  the  agency,  without  cl;arg«  to  th« 

United  States. 


3.  The  treasurer  to  be  the  comptroller  of  the  agen-  ness  for  navigation,  as  early  as  the  first  of  July  next, 
cj;  all  its  effects  to  be  held  by  him  in  trust;  and  its   and  in  time  for  early  fall  business. 

contracts  to  he  made  and  enfored  in  his  name,  as       The  present  conditio'.:,  and  progress  of  the  several 
comptroller  of  the  agency.  works,  placed  in  ciiargc  of  the  board,  are  given  in 

4.  The   United   States,  through  the   ti'easurer,  to   detail  under  the  appropriate  head  of  each. 

have  a  lien  on  all  the  effects  of  the  agency,  for  all  its  ,      Qhio  Canal.     The  navigation  on  this'canal  has 
debts  due  to  the  United  States.  been  steadily  pursued,  with  but  the  single  interrup- 

5  The  agency  to  be  ba^ed  on  a  capital  of  30,(^00000  tion  of  a  few  days,  near  the  close  of  April,  occasioS- 
dollars;  one-third  tobesubscribcd  by  the  United  btates  ed  by  a  breach  in  the  bank  of  the  canal,  near  Roscoe 
in  six  per  cent,  governinent  stock,  and  the  residue  by  ]t  was  opened  for  navigation,  throughout  its  extent, 
individuals,  m  specie,  by  instalments,  withm  three  about  the  20th  of  April,  and  was  not  closed  by  ice 
years,  to  commence  operation  when  one-third  is  until  near  the  20th  of  December. 
P"!-    ml  ■    ■_  ju       ,        J    ^j.         I      The  line  of  packets,  which  commenced  running  the 

6.  The  agency  to  be  managed  by  a  board  of  diree-  ,  fi^t  of  May,  continued  to  run  throughout  the  season, 
tors,  one-third  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate,  ,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  trip 

the  residue  by  the  individual  stockholders.  |     Causes,  beyond  the  control  of  the  board,  or  their 

7.  The  board  of  directors  to  establish  oSices  at :  agents,  have  produced,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
suehplacesasthetreasurershalldeemnecessary  and;  completion  of  this  canal,  a  decrease,  or  falling  off, 
proper,  for  the  receipt,  safe-keeping,  or  disbursement  ;„  the  amount  of  tolls  collected,  compared  with  the 
of  the  revenue;  and  to  appoint  the  managers  of  such  |  previous  year.  These  causes  are,  it  is  believed,  easily 
offices,  and   all  other  necessary  agents  and  servants,  |  discovered,  and  as  readily  accounted  for 

and  fix  the  rate  of  their  compensation.  j      A  partial   failure  of  the  wheat  crop,  especially  in 

8.  The  dealings  of  the  agency  to  be  limited—         I  the   southern   half  of  the  state,  may   be  assigned  as 
I.  To  the  receipt,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement ,  one  of  the  princi^joi  causes.     The  very  great  reduc- 

°^iV'*rr.'^^''^""®'      .  ,  ,  •  J         I ''°"   '"  "■*  prices  of  transportation  to  the  eastern 

Ju  !r     P"''f ';'S8'.fa'«.  Jind^^receipt  on  depo-  ;  cities,  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans,  may  be  assigned 
...  as  another  cause,  inducing,  as  it  did  the  past  season, 


site,  of  bullion  and  foreign  and  domestic  coins. 

lil.  To  the  sale  of  its  bills  of  exchange. 

IV.  To  the  purchase  of  domestic  and  inland  bills 
of  exchange,  founded  on  business  transactions,  at 
sight,  or  having  not  more  than  ninety  days  to  run, 
payable  at  any  of  its  offices  other  than  at  the  one 
where  purchased.  The  maximum  rates  of  discount 
and  premiums  on  bills  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

9.  The  agency  to  be  authorized  to  issue  bills  of 
circulation  for  specie  deposited,  and  to  twice  the 
amount  of  the  specie  paid  in  by  the  individual  stock- 
holders: provided,  that  the  amount  of  its  bills  of  cir- 
culation shall  not  exceed  twice  the  amount  of  its 
specie  on  hand. 

10.  Its  bills  of  circulation,  wherever  payable,  to 
be  receivable  at  all  its  offices  for  government  debts, 
and  for  debts  due  the  agency. 

11.  Holders  of  bills  of  circulation,  wherever  pay- 
able, to  the  amount  of  $1,000,  to  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, at  any  office  where  presented,  a  non-assi,^na- 
ble  certificate,  bearing  interest  at  four  per  cent., 
payable  in  one  year  at  the  office  where  issued,  or,  at 
the  election  of  the  holder,  at  any  other  office  at  three 
per  cent. 

12.  All  profits  over  seven  percent,  to  be  passed  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

13.  The  treasurer  and  the  stockholders  at  all  times 
to  be  entitled  to  the  inspection  of  all  the  accounts, 
records,  books,  and  papers  of  the  agency. 

14.  The  board  of  directors  to  make  monthly  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the  agency,  to  be  by  him 
annually  laid  before  congress. 

15.  The  act  establishing  the  agency  to  b^repeala- 
ble  at  the  pleasure  of  congress;  but  if  repealed 
within  twenty  years  the  United  States  to  refund  to 
the  private  stockholders  all  profits  over  six  per  cent, 
on  the  government  stock  received  by  or  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  or  on  hand,  and  to  secure 
to  them  their  just  share  of  the  effects  of  the  agency. 

THE  ARMY. 
General  Wool,  who  has  been  on  a  y'isSt  of  inspec- 
tion to  Fort  Monroe,  and   the   Rip  Raps,  arrived  in 
town  yesterday.  [Mirfolk  BeaconyMarch  11. 


STATES   OF    THE   UNION. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Special  election.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
returns  that  the  hon.  Almon  H.  Read  has  been  elect- 
ed to  congress  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  tlie  hon.  Davis  Dimock,  jr. 

Read,  4,480;  Kingsbury,  9,595;  Hamlin,  212;  Hor- 
ton,  163.     Read's  majority  1,885.  [Keystone. 

OHIO. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  board  of  pub- 
lic   WORKS. 

Columbus,  January  8,  1842. 
To  the  honorable  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio: 

The  board  of  public  works,  in  submitting  their  an- 
nual report  have  the  gratification  of  stating,  that  the 
Muskingum  improvement,  and  Walhonding  canal, 
are  now  completed;  that  there  remains  to  be  done 

ly  one  fourth  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  work  on 
eleven  miles,  to  complete  the  Hocking  canal;  that 
comparatively  little  remains  to  be  done  to  complete 
that  portion  of  the  extension  of  the  Miami  canal, 
now  under  contract,  and  which  includes  the  whole 
work,  except  thirty-three  miles  of  the  north  end;  and 
that,  with  moderate  exertions,  the  whole  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  eanal  can  be  completed,  ud  in  readi- 


1840. 

1841. 

2,155,407 

1,564,421 

505,461 

441,425 

23,017 

29,794 

10,783,514    15,164,747 


the  shipping  of  wheat,  flour,  pork,  and  numerous 
other  articles  of  produce,  from  Circleville,  Chillioo- 
the,  and  the  ports  south,  by  the  southern  route,  in- 
stead of  the  northern,  by  the  way  of  Cleveland;  in 
which  cases,  tolls  were  collected  only  on  from  50  to 
70  miles  of  the  eanal,  instead  of  230  to  270  miles, 
had  the  northren  route  been  preferred.  For  the 
same  causes,  much  of  the  produce  of  the  Muskin- 
gum Valley  sought  a  southern  route,  and,  conse- 
quently, was  not  transported  any  distance  on  the  Ohio 
canal. 

The  decreased  quantity  of  New  York  salt,  brought 
into  the  state,  has  also  had  some  effect  on  the  amount 
of  tolls  collected. 

The  foregoing  causes,  as  well  as  many  others  that 
might  be  enumerated,  would  have  operated  more  se- 
verely in  the  reduction  of  revenue,  had  not  the  quan- 
tity of  merchandize  been  very  much  increased,  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  following  comparative  statement  of  the  ship- 
ments and  receipts  of  merchandize.  New  York  salt, 
and  the  principal  articles  of  produce,  at  the  termina- 
tions of  this  canal,  are  taken  from  the  collector's  re- 
turns, for  the  last  two  years;  and,  are  here  given,  as  a 
more  full  explanation  of  the  foregoing: 

Cleveland. 
Received — 
Bushels  of  wheat, 
Barrrels  of  flour, 

"  "  pork. 

Shipped — 

Pounds  of  merchandize. 
Barrels  of  New  York  salt, 

Portsmouth 
Received — 
Barrels  of  flour, 

"        "  pork, 

"        "  New  York  salt, 

Walhonding  canal.  This  work  is  now  comple 
ted,  and  will  be  in  readiness  for  early  spring  naviga- 
tion. 

This  canal  is  25  miles  long,  extending  from  the 
Ohio  canal,  at  Roscoe,  up  the  valley  of  the  Wal- 
hondiug  river,  to  the  junction  of  the  Vernon  and 
Mohican,  1!)J  miles;  thence  up  the  valley  of  the  Mo- 
hican, 33  miles,  where  it  enters  the  pool  of  a  dam 
constructed  across  the  Mohican;  thence  there  is 
slack  water,  1^  miles. 

Six  miles  above  Roscoe,  the  eanal  crosses  from 
the  right  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Walhonding,  in  the 
pool  of  a  dam,  which  affords  the  means  of  crossing 
the  river,  and  a  supply  of  water  for  feeding  the  ca- 
nal to  Roscoe.  This  dam  is  305  feet  long,  and  41 
feet  high,  above  the  surface  of  low  water.  The  foun- 
dation, for  about  one-half  th^.  distance  across  the 
stream,  is  solid  rock,  and  the  remaining  portion  is 
composed  of  successive  layers  of  trees  with  the  tops 
up  stream.  Three  string  pieces  of  square  timber, 
are  then  placed  across  the  stream,  bolted  securely  to 
the  rock  and  tree  foundation;  and  on  these  are  plac- 
ed a  continuous  course  or  layer  of  square  timber,  se- 
curely bolted  to  the  string  pieces,  forming  an  apron 
for  the  dam;  and  on  this  apron,  is  constructed  a  crib 
of  square  timber,  twelve  feet  wide,  tied  together  by 
cro.ss  timbers  once  in  ten  feet,  filled  with  stone,  and 
covered  with  four  inch  plank,  forming  the  breast  or 
tumble  of  the  dam.  The  ends  of  the  dam  are  se- 
cured by  cribs  of  timber  filled  with  stone,  in  lieu  of 
stone  abutments.  At  the  termination  of  the  canal 
on  the  Mohican,  the  dam  is  276  feet  long,  and  4  feet 
7  inches  high,  above  low  waterjand  constructed  siini. 
lar  to  the  one  across  the  Walhonding.    TUis  dam 


77,254 


34,134 

7,827 
12,380 


59,993 


62,447 

25,144 

1,440 
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affords  the  means  of  slackvvater  navigation,  U  miles 
V.boTC  the  tur-'aination  of  &■:.  cinal  In  'Jie  vinnf,?  ■<> 
Tioci.estei',  and.a  sufply  oi'  water  fi'i-  ipeiliTi:  *hc 
cana!  to  ihe  "point  of  crsi'^'v.vz  the  Wnftondirg,  17^ 
niileabclow.  The  W:>1  ?. -crct  i:)  llih  cam!,  U  8G 
feet  10  inches,  wliich  is  overcome  by  11  lift  locks  of 
cut  stone  masonry.  There  is  :'!so  a  guard  lock  near 
the  point  of  introducing  the  water  from  the  pool  of 
each  dam,  to  guard  against  the  inHux  of  water  in 
time  of  floods,  and  at  svch  times,  to  serve  as  a  lift 
lock. 

For  the  purpose  of  passing  the  small  streams  un- 
der the  canal,  seventeen  cut  stone  culverts  have  been 
constructed,  besides  three  wood  culverts  to  serve  as 
land  drains.  There  are  also,  eleven  road  bridges 
Tvith  a  wood  superstructure  of  fifty  feet  span,  rest- 
ing on  hammer  dressed  stone  abutments. 

In  the  construction  of  the  masonry  on  this  canal, 
such  improvements  have  been  made,  as  experience 
in  the  construction  and  supermtendence  of  the  Ohio 
canal  had  suggested. 

The  immediate  valley  of  the  Walhonding,  through 
which  this  canal  passes,  though  generally  extensive, 
is  bounded  in  many  places,  by  high,  rocky,  and  pre- 
cipitous blutfs,  and  from  the  serpentine  course  of  the 
stream,  it  became  necessary,  either  to  cross  it  very 
often,  or  construct  the  canal  in  its  bed,  where  a  wash 
bank  presented  itself.  The  latter  alternative  was 
adopted,  and  five  and  one-half  miles  of  the  towing 
path  embankment,  have  been  constructed  entirely  in 
the  bed  of  the  stream,  with  a  protection  wall  of  stone 
on  the  outside,  to  guard  against  abrasion  from  water 
and  ice  during  floods. 

The  other  portions  of  the  line,  are  located  along 
alluvial  bottom  lands,  forming  a  canal  of  cheap  con- 
struction, and  one  that  will   be  easily  kept  in  repair. 

Subsequently  to  the  commencement  of  this  canal, 
laws  have  been  passed,  authorising  the  board,  under 
certain  restrictions,  to  construct  branches  of  this 
work  to  extend  up  the  valley  of  the  Vernon  river,  to 
Mount  Vernon,  in  Knox  county,  a  distance  of  21 
miles;  up  the  valley  of  Mohican,  to  Loiidonvill,  in 
Richland  county,  a  distance  of  23i  miles;  and  up 
the  valley  of  Killbuck,  to  Millersburg,  in  Holmes 
county,  a  distance  of  25  miles. 

The  Walhonding  caoal  of  itself,  will  not  produce 
a  large  amount  of  revenue,  except  from  the  water 
power,  until  at  least  one  of  these  branches  is  con- 
structed; but  it  is  believed,  that  when  the  system,  of 
which  this  canal  forms  a  part,  or  the  main  branch, 
shall  be  completed,  it  will  be  a  work  of  very  consi- 
derable importance. 

HocKiKG  CANAL.  Forty-four  miles  of  this  canal, 
extending  from  Carroll,  on  the  Ohio  canal,  to  Mon- 
day creek,  four  miles  below  Nelsonville,  are  com- 
pleted and  navigable.  Of  the  remaining  eleven 
^^,''"•3,  extending  to  the  town  of  Athens,  the  southern 
termina,".'""  °'^  ^^'^  canal,  three-fourths  of  the  work 
is  already  pcrf''^'"^*^»  several  of  the  sections  being 
entirely  finished,  and  others  nearly  done. 

This  canal  appears  to  be  permanently  constructed, 
BS  since  the  Introduction  of  water,  more  than  a  year 
since,  not  a  single  breacJ)  has  occurred  on  that  por- 
tion constructed  by  the  state.  ,,     ,,, 

The  work  of  increasing  the  width  and  depth  of  the 
Lancaster  side  cut  summit  having  been  very  much 
retarded,  during  the  winter,  by  a  succession  of  wet 
weather,  it  was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing the  canal  for  spring  navigation.  On  the  10th  of 
July  the  water  was  again  withdrawn  from  this  sum- 
mit, and  the  remainder  of  the  work  completed  so  as 
to  introduce  the  water  for  navigation,  about  the  15th 
of  September. 

Muskingum  improvement.  The  unfinished  con- 
dition in  which  many  of  the  dams  on  this  improve- 
ment were  left  at  the  close  of  last  year,  necessarily 
subjected  them  to  damages  from  the  successive 
floods  of  the  winter  and  spring.  Two  of  these 
dams  were  very  seriously  injured  and  many  of  the 
others,  more  or  less  damaged. 

To  repair  and  complete  these  dams  necessarily 
caused  much  delay,  as  the  work  was  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  but  little  could  be  effectually  done  until 
the  river  approached  the  low  water  point.  Nearly 
all  the  dams  have  been  more  or  less  repaired;  and  in 
making  these  repairs,  such  additional  security  has 
been  extended  to  them  by  increasing  Ihe  gravelling 
above,  and  placing  bru«h,  stone,  and  other  protec- 
tions below,  as  the  action  of  the  floods  indicated  as 
necessary. 

This  work  is  now  completed,  and  steamboats  of 
the  ordinary  size,  running  in  the  "upper  trade,"  on 
the  Ohio  river,  pass  from  Marietta  to  the  pool  of 
the  dam,  above  Zanesville. 

The  improvement  of  the  Muskingum  river  ex- 
tends from  the  side  cut  at  Dresden,  which  connects 
it  with  the  Ohio  canal,  to  -Marietta,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  where  it  connects  with  the  Ohio  river. 
The  distance  from  Dresden  to  Marietta,  by  way  of 
tl:^  improvement,  i>  91  miles.    The  descent  is  123^ 


feet,  which  is  overcome  by  11  dams  with  12  lift 
Lfi-l:s.  These  locks  arebuih  of  (Mi!  stone"  ma'onry, 
.ind  with  the  exception  bf*1hc  loA-  brt.\fcen  Dresden" 
r.nd  Zanesville,  are  each  175  feat  ioug  in  the  chnm-' 
hi':;  anil  3G  fecL  wide. 

There  are  nn  Ihe  canals,  or  side  cuts  of  this  im- 
provement, 5  draw  bridges  and  one  stationary  bridge; 
two  at  Zanesville;  one  at  Taylorsville;  one  at  Mc- 
Connelsvillc,  and  two  at  Lowell.  There  hiis,  also, 
been  constructed,  to  I'acilitate  the  use  of  the  water, 
11  culverts  or  sluices;  one  at  Zanesville;  two  at  Tay- 
lorsville; two  atMcConnelsvills;  two  at  Windsor;  one 
at  Beverly;  one  at  Lowell,  one  at  Devol's,  and  one 
at  Marietta. 

Water  power  has  already  been  leased  on  this  im- 
provement capable  of  propelling  30  run  of  stone, 
and  wliich  will  yield  an  annual  rent  of  S}6,000.  Ap- 
plications are  at  present  before  the  board  for  an 
equal  quantity,  to  be  acted  upon  during  the  session. 

If  this  improvement  shall  be  made  to  stand  the 
effects  of  the  floods  without  serious  damages,  (which 
the  board  believe  can  be  effected),  it  will  be  a  very 
important  work,  and  one  that  will  not  only  afford 
very  great  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  the  ex- 
ports and  imports  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
valley,  but  incalculable  benefits,  from  the  extensive 
water  power  created  by  it,  which,  at  no  distant  day, 
must  make  this  valley  one  of  the  most  important 
manufacturing  districts  in  the  union. 

-Miami  canal.  This  work,  which  now  includes 
that  of  the  Warren  county  canal,  was  made  ready 
for  navigation  during  the  latter  part  of  February. 
The  business  upon  it  opened  with  its  ordinary  activi- 
ty, and  continued  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  when 
it  became  necessary  to  draw  off  the  water  for  the 
purpose  of  rebuilding  a  lock  and  some  water  guages, 
which  had  become  so  much  dilapidated  as  to  be  un- 
safe. The  lock,  which  was  among  the  first  con- 
structed, was  built  of  the  free  stone,  quarried  on  the 
Ohio  river,  about  one  hundred  miiesfrom  Cincinnati. 
Experience  has  shown  that  this  material  is  unfit  for 
works  intended  to  be  permanent.  The  lock  has 
been  rebuilt  in  a  superior  style  of  workmanship,  of 
excellent  limestone,  procured  from  the  quarries  near 
Dayton.  Six  water  guages  have  also  been  rebuilt 
of  the  same  material;  and  these  works  may  now  be 
considered  permanent. 

The  pond  drains  in  Butler  county,  the  construction 
of  which  was  authorised  by  a  law  of  the  legislature, 
were  completed  in  November  last.  These  drains 
have  been  constructed,  partly  by  the  state,  and  part- 
ly by  the  county,  in  the  proportion  of  one-lhird  by 
the  former,  and  two-thirds  by  the  latter.  These 
works  will  open  a  large  amount  of  land  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  effect  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  a 
large  portion  of  Butler  county,  which  has  hitherto 
been  extremely  unhealthy.  The  total  cost  of  the 
work,  to  the  state,  has  been  §7,100;  which  has  been 
charged  in  the  account  of  the  Miami  canal. 

MiAMi  CANAL  EXTENSION.  All  the  work  upon  this 
canal  thathas  been  placed  under  contract,  is  now  so 
nearly  completed,  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  sections,  it  might  be  prepared  for  navigation  as 
early  as  the  first  of  August  next. 

The  "extension  of  the  Miami  canal"  is  that  part 
of  the  Miami  canal  which  extends  from  Dayton  to 
its  intersection  with  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
about  eight  miles  west  of  Defiance.  The  distance 
from  Dayton  to  the  junction,  is  about  113  miles,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Sidney  feeder,  which  is  fourteen 
miles  in  length. 

That  portion  of  the  line  extending  from  the  "deep 
cut"  to  the  junction,  about  thirty-three  miles  in 
length,  is  all  that  now  remains  to  be  put  under  con- 
tract. This  section  consists  of  light  work,  and  can 
be  constructed  very  cheapljT.  There  are  no  very 
heavy  or  expensive  jobs  upon  it;  and  when  this  shall 
have  been  completed,  the  communication  between 
the  Ohio  river,  at  Cincinnati,  and  J..ake  Erie,  will  be 
perfected  in  a  manner  which  will  have  an  impor- 
tant bearing  upon  the  interests  of  the  whole  west- 
ern portion  of  the  state. 

Wabash  and  Erie  Canal.  This  work,  since  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  board,  has  been  pnjsecuted 
with  as  much  industry  as  the  situation  and. different 
kinds  of  work  in  progress  would  permit. 

Seventy  miles  6f  different  portions  of  the  line  are 
finished,  leaving  about  twenty  miles  to  be  completed. 

From  Manhattan,  the  easiern  termination  of  the 
canal,  to  the  head  of  the  Rapids,  a  distance  of  thirty- 
one  miles,  the  earth  work  and  culverts  are  complet- 
ed, and  all  of  the  locks  on  the  main  line,  consisting 
of  eight  lift  and  one  guard  lock,  arc  nearly  so,  and 
will  be  finished  at  the  opening  of  navigation. 

The  two  locks  on  the  Toledo  sidr-cot,  and  five  on 
the  Maumce  side-cut,  are  also  finished,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Uie  gales,  which  will  be  completed  this 
winter. 

The  out-let  lock  on  the  Maumce  side-cut  will  be 
finished   next  May,  aod  the  aqueduct  across  Swan 


creek,  which   completes  the   canal   communication 

v.ith  Jlanhattsn,  will  not  be  finished  hefc^:-etl.e  inonth 
of  July  next.  It  may,  tiieret'ore,  be  con fidenlly  ex- 
pected iliat  the  connexion  b.3iween  the  canal  aiid 
M:!U'Ut:c  river  ivili  b-:;  compie"!ed  and  ready  for  navi- 
gation, at  Toledo,  in  Ihe  month  of  April;  at  Maumec 
city  in  the  month  of  May;  and  at  Manhattan,  not  un- 
til the  month  of  July  next. 

The  water  has  been  let  in,  and  the  canal  used  for 
the  purposes  of  navigation,  the  past  season,  from  the 
head  of  the  Rapids  to  Mauniee  city,  a  distance  of 
eighteen  miles;  and  during  the  present  month,  it  is 
expected,  the  water  will  be  let  into  the  canal  from 
Maumee  city  to  the  head  of  the  locks  at  Toledo,  an 
additional  distance  of  nine  miles- 

From  the  head  of  the  Rapids  to  the  foot  of  Flat 
Rock,  a  distance  oftwenty-two  miles,  there  are  three 
locks  and  six  culverts  unfinished.  They  are  in  diffe- 
rent stages  of  progress — some  nearly  completed, 
others  partially  so;  and  it  will  take  until  the  month 
of  July  next  to  prepare  this  portion  of  the  canal  for 
navigation.  The  reason  why  the  work  on  this  por- 
tion of  the  canal  is  not  in  as  forward  a  slate  as  the 
balance  of  the  line,  is  on  account  of  the  delay  in  pro- 
curing stone  for  the  masonry.  This  unavoidable  de- 
lay in  procuring  stone  has  prevented  its  completion 
early  next  spring. 

From  the  foot  of  Flat  Rock  to  the  Indiana  state 
line,  a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles,  the  canal  can  be 
completed  for  navigation  by  the  first  of  May  next. — 
There  is  no  difficult  or  important  work  on  this  por- 
tion of  the  line,  which  will  prevent  its  being  used  for 
navigation  at  that  time. 

On  the  six  miles  of  canal  adjoining  the  Indiana 
line,  the  water  was  let  in  last  June;  and  since  that 
time,  it  has,  in  connexion  with  the  Indiana  canal, 
been  used  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  making,  at 
this  time,  thirty-three  miles  of  canal  prepared  for 
use. 

At  the  opening  of  navigation  next  spring,  and  until 
the  completion  of  the  whole  line  in  July,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Indiana  can,  v/ithout  much  difficulty,  avail 
themselves  of  that  portion  of  this  canal  which  will  be 
in  operation,  and  of  that  portion  of  the  Maumee  river 
between  the  head  of  the  Rapids  and  foot  of  Flat 
Rock,  which  is  at  all  times  of  sufficientdepth  to  float 
a  canal  boat,  to  ship  their  produce  to  an  eastern 
market.  For  the  purpose  of  having  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  canal,  I'roni  the  state  line  to  De- 
fiance, it  was  a  part  of  the  original  plan  of  this  im- 
provement to  construct  a  reservoir.  During  the  last 
summer,  contracts  were  let  for  constructing  this  re- 
servoir of  about  twenty-five  hundred  acres  in  area. 
It  is  located  six  miles  on  this  side  of  the  state  line, 
and  adjoining  the  canal.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
reservoir  was  §170,000;  but  the  contracts  for  con- 
structing the  same,  have  been  let  for  the  sum  of 
$156,000.  This  work  is  now  progressing,  and  will 
be  completed  the  ensuing  summer. 

With  the  necessary  means  provided  for  completing 
this  canal,  it  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  its 
whole  length  may  be  prepared  for  navigation  in  the 
month  of  July  :next;  which  will  open  a  canal  com- 
munication, in  connexion  with  the  Indiana  canal,  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  miles. 

Western  reserve  and  Mau.mee  road.  That  por- 
tion of  the  road  from  Perrysburg  to  Lower  Sandus- 
ky, a  distance  of  thirty-one  miles,  is  mostly  comple- 
ted. The  metal  is  placed  on  the  road  the  whole  dis- 
tance, with  the  exception  of  two  miles,  which  lacks 
the  second  coat,  and  which  will  be  completed  the 
ensuing  spring.  Before  this  portion  of  the  road  is 
fully  completed,  it  will  require  the  construction  of 
two  bridges — one  across  the  Portage  river,  and  the 
other  across  the  Sandusky  river — which  lalter  bridge 
is  in  progress  of  construction;  and  in  order  to  com- 
plete these  bridges,  is  may  require  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 

The  whole  length  of  this  road,  from  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve  to  the  Mau- 
mee river,  is  forty-five  miles.  Thirty-one  miles  lie 
between  the  Maumee  and  the  Sandusky  rivers,  and 
fourteen  miles  between  the  Sandusky  river  and  the 
eastern  termination  of  the  road. 

By  the  act  of  March  14lh,  18.38,  this  road  was 
adopted  as  one  of  the  public  works  of  the  state,  and 
the  board  of  public  werks  were  directed  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  thoroughly  drained  and  graded,  and  to 
take  all  the  proper  steps  to  make  a  firm  and  durable 
McAdamized  road.  They  were  also  directed  to  com- 
mence at  the  Maumee  river,  and  to  proceed  thence 
towards  the  Sandusky  river,  and  constuct  a  good 
McAdmizcd  road. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  above  men- 
tiuned  act,  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  between  the  -Maumce  and  Sandusky 
rivers,  (a  distance  of  thirty-one  miles),  was  made, 
which  amounted  as  above,  to  $238,000.  The  work  on 
this  portion  of  the  road  is  nearly  complete,  and  will 
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be  done  within  the  original  estimate.  Eight  miles  of 
T/orst  portion  of  the  fourteen  miles  of  the  road  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Sandusky  river,  have  been  graded 
and  drained,  and  did  means  permit,  should  be  co- 
vered with  stone.  No  estimates  have  been  made  fo 
continuing  the  McAdamizing  of  this  road  east  of  the 
Sandusky  river,  and  it  is  submitted,  whether  at  pre- 
sent, this  work  shall  be  further  prosecuted. 

National  road.  The  receipts  of  tolls  upon  this 
road  have  increased  considerably  during  the  year 
ending  November  15,  1841,  above  those  of  the  for- 
mer year,  and  the  repairs  have  been  of  such  a  cha- 
racter, as  render  its  condition  much  better  than  it 
has  been  for  many  years  previous. 

In  compliance  with  the  law,  the  number  of  super 
intendents  was  reduced  to  one,  on  the  tifteenth  of 
May  last.  Several  important  improvements  have 
been  adopted  in  the  system  of  repairs,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  condition  of  the  road  will  be  so  much 
improved  during  the  present  year,  as  thereafter  to 
justify  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  tolls. 

Roads  and  canals.  Uibana,  Troy  mid  Greeyiville 
road,  Tliere  has  been  paid  on  this  work  during  the 
year  ending  November  15, 1841,  by  T.  G.  Bates,  act- 
ing commissioner.  812,702  50. 

CtJicinna(i.  and  tVhitcwater  catuil.  There  has  been 
paid  on  this  canal  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  15, 
1841,  by  T.  G.  Bates,  acting  commissioner,  $50,000. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret,  that  the  board  are  com- 
pelled to  announce  to  the  legislature,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  a  notice  from  the  board  of  fund  commis- 
sioners to  the  effect,  that  funds  could  not  be  obtained 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  under  the  authority 
conferred  by  the  existing  laws,  it  became  their  duty 
to  notify  the  contractors  upon  the  extension  of  the 
Miami  and  the  Hocking  canals,  of  the  fact,  and  to 
take  measures  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  work. 

On  the  extension  of  the  Miami  canal,  as  is  siiown 
by  this  report,  there  has  already  been  expended  a 
sum  nearly  equal  to  $9,000,000.  There  is  now  due 
to  the  contractors,  including  the  money  retained  to 
insure  the  faithful  performance  of  their  contracts, 
about  "5300,000,  which  must  be  paid  promptly  even  if 
the  work  shall  be  discontinued.  It  will  be  safe  to 
say,  that  the  damage  which  will  be  caused  to  the 
state  by  a  suspension  of  only  two  years'  duration, 
will  amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  whole 
work.  The  board  do  not  present  this  as  an  idle  esti- 
mate intended  to  deceive  or  alarm  the  legislature;  it 
is  the  result  of  earnest  deliberation  and  honest  con- 
viction. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  money  by  ordinary 
means,  has  become  so  great,  that  it  is  presumed  that 
some  other  mode  will  have  to  be  resorted  to  for  the 
completion  of  our  present  works.  If  the  selling  of 
state  stocks,  or  the  making  of  temporary  loans,  bas- 
ed upon  anticipated  sales,  shall  be  found  impractica- 
ble, some  oilier  plan  should  be  adopted.  There  is  one 
among  the  many  that  have  been  suggested,  which,  io 
the  opinion  of  the  board,  is  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  legislature.  The  lands  granted  by  con- 
gress to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal,  may  be  put  in  market  at  a  fair  valuation, 
and,  it  is  confidently  believed,  that  if  they  are  pro- 
perly managed,  they  will  produce  a  sum  sufficient  to 
complete  both  those  works.  But  as  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  lands  will  sell  so  rapidly  as  to  ena- 
ble the  board  to  complete  the  works  within  a  reasona- 
ble time,  it  will  become  necessary  to  anticipate  the 
sales,  by  an  issue,  from  time  to  time,  as  it  may  be- 
come necessary,  of  bonds  or  scrip,  bearing  interest, 
and  payable  periodically.  These  bonds  may  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  for  the  lands,  and,  as  the  amount 
will  be  limited,  it  is  thought  that  their  credit  will  be 
sufficient,  without  making  them  receivable  at  the' 
treasury  in  payment  for  other  slate  dues. 

The  board  are  also  of  opinion,  that  if  all  other 
means  should  fail,  that  part  of  the  line  not  under 
contract  may  be  let,  simply  by  giving  notice  that  the 
contractors  will  receive  their  pay  in  ordinary  state 
bonds  at  par.  It  is  believed  that  the  work  would  be 
taken  by  individuals  upon  fair  terms,  who  would  ne- 
gotiate the  bonds  upon  their  own  account,  and  there- 
by release  the  state  from  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
further  negotiation,  except  for  that  part  of  the  work 
now  under  contract. 

These  matters  are  presented  for  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature  with  the  greatest  diffidence.  The 
members  of  the  board  are  not  attached  to  any  parti- 
cular plan  of  operations.  They  firmly  believe,  how- 
ever, that  a  suspension  of  the  works  at  this  time^ 
would  operate  most  injuriously  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  state.  They  would,  however,  gladly  execute 
their  duties  in  any  form  tlie  legislature  may  point  out, 
and  they,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  whole 
matter  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body. 
Signed  W1LLL\M  RAYEN, 

LEANDER  RANSOM, 
TIMOTHY  G.  BATES, 
RODOLPHUS  DICKINSON. 
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The  followivg  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  amounts  re- 
ceived by  the  collectors  on  the  Ohio  and  Miami  canals, 
for  tollSf  fines  and  icater  rents;  the  amount  paid  to  col- 
lectors and  inspectors  for  their  services,  since  December 
1,  1826,  and  the  amount  paid  to  engineers  and  super' 
intendents,  and  for  making  repairs  since  December  1, 
1828,  for  each  year. 
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Received     ti.r 
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MISSISSIPPI. 
Repudiation.  The  Vicksburg  Whig  of  the  22d 
has  the  following — From  the  legislative  proceedings 
in  another  column,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  house  of 
representatives  on  Friday  night  last  solemnly  repu- 
diated the  Union  bank  bonds!  The  time  was  well 
chosen!  Friday  is  ominous — it  is  hangman^s  day  the 
world  over,  and  Friday  night  was  a  fitting  time  for 
such  a  deed  of  infamy  and  villany.  It  was  well  that 
the  foul  deed  was  perpetrated  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness. Night  was  the  proper  time  for  such  a  deed  of 
outlawry.  The  light  of  day  would  have  grown  pale, 
and  the  sun  have  refused  to  shine  on  such  a  scene  of 
unmitigated  rascality.  [J^.  0.  Com.  Bulletin, 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  convention  which  has  been  held  In  Rhode  Is- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  proposed  con- 
stitution provious  to  submitting  it  to  the  final  vote  of 
the  people,  adjourned  on  the  19th  February.  It  will 
be  submitted  to  the  people  on  the  21st,  22d  and  23d 
of  March. 

It  is  intended  to  take  effect  (if  adopted)  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  May  next.  All  white  male  citizens 
of  the  United  States  may  become  voters  under  it  by 
residing  in  the  state  two  years  and  in  the  town  where 
their  vote  is  offered  six  months.  No  persons  caa 
vote  on  a  question  of  taxation  unless  he  is  taxed 
8150. 

The  general  Assembly  will  hold  its  session  as 
usual.  They  cannot  incur  a  public  debt  exceeding 
$50,000  without  the  consent  of  the  people.  The 
'louse  will  consist  of  seventy-seven  and  the  senate 
of  nineteen  members.  The  governor  is  to  be  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  of  which  the  lieut.  go- 
vernor is  a  member.  The  senate  may  also  have  a 
president  pro  tern. 

The  judiciary  system  continues  as  at  present.  And 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  courthold  their  seats  until 
a  majority  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  by  a 
joint  resolution,  declare  them  vacant. 

[Jonr.  Com, 


SHOE  AND  LEATHER  BUSINESS. 


Until  1333,  when  the  canal  was  finished,  repairs  were 
charged  as  construction. 
tThis  :. mount  inrludis  lu'ls  refunded. 


The  convention  of  those  interested  in  the  shoe  and 
leather  business  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  assem- 
bled at  Boston  on  March  2.  Amasa  Walker  of  Bos- 
ton was  chosen  president  and  a  business  committee 
was  appointed,  to  draft  resolutions  for  their  conside- 
ration.    The  Atlas  says: 

Mr.  Walker,  upon  taking  the  chair,  addressed  the 
convention  in  a  brief  but  pertinent  speech.  His  re- 
marks were  well  timed  and  appropriate.  He  refer- 
red, in  commencement,  to  the  general  object  of  the 
convention.  He  stated  that  its  principal  purpose  was 
to  take  into  consideration  the  effects  of  the  tariff  upon 
the  articles  of  their  manufacture,  and  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  applying  to  congress  for  relief,  and 
what  would  be  the  best  course  to  pursue  in  reference 
to  its  action  upon  duties  affecting  their  business. — 
This  convention  was  the  first  of  the  kind  that  had 
ever  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  upon 
the  wants  and  interests  of  this  the  largest  manufac- 
ing  interest  in  the  largest  manufacturing  state  in  the 
union.  He  congratulated  the  convention  on  the 
largeness  of  the  numbers  already  present,  as  afford-  • 
ing  a  most  gratifying  indication  of  the  interest  that 
at  length  awakened  among  those  interested  in 
this  business.  In  evidence  of  the  importance  of  this 
branch  of  our  manufactures  to  the  state,  Mr.  Walker 
itioned  the  fact — a  fact  received  with  astonish- 
ment, when  first  entertained  a  few  years  since — that 
no  less  than  40,000  persons  were  engaged  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  leather  in  Massachusetts,  more  than  a 
third  of  all  the  manufacturers  in  the  state.  The  value 
of  their  products  had  been  ascertained  to  exceed 
eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  more  than  a 
third  was  pure  labor,  so  that  from  six  to  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  actual  wealth  was  derived  to  the 
state  every  year  from  its  manufactures  of  leather. 

Mr.  Walker  referred,  in  passing,  to  the  intelli- 
gence, the  equality  between  manufacturer  and  opera- 
tive, the  large  proportion  of  freeholders  among  them, 
the  comfort,  neatness,  and  general  air  of  respectabili- 
ty which  pervaded  every  shoe  making  village  in  New 
England,  and  other  equally  important  features, 
which  combine  to  render  this  whole  class  of  manu- 
facturers one  of  the  utmost  importance  and  conside- 
ration. 

It  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  other  in- 
terests of  Massachusetts,  that  the  manufacture  of 
leather  should  be  protected  and  fostered.  It  was  the 
greatest  source  of  trade  that  existed,  and  did  more 
to  attract  hither  the  southern  and  western  trader 
than  any  other. 

The  existing  state  of  the  tariff  rendered  it  necessa- 
ry, as  a  means  of  self-preservation,  that  they  should 
ap|ieal  to  congress  for  protection  against  a  ruinous 
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competition  witli  foreign  labor.  They  did  not  ask 
that  a  tax  should  be  laid  for  the  benefit  of  a  few.  Bj 
no  means.  They  did  not  ask  for  any  more  duties  on 
imports  than  were  necessary  for  the  wants  of  govern- 
ment. But  they  did  ask  that  Ihoy  should  be  so  laid, 
that,  while  they  supplied  the  necessary  wants  of  go- 
vernment, they  should  also  protect  the  American 
shoe  maker. 

Mr.  Walker  also  hoped,  that  as  this  was  the  first 
business  convention  of  the  kind  ever  assembled,  it 
■would  not  dissolve  without  considering  the  subject  of 
credit,  by  which  all  engaged  in  the  business  were  so 
sensibly  affected.  He  concluded  by  thanking  the 
convention  for  the  honor  tliey  had  conferred  upon 
him. 

Mr.  E.  Hussey,  of  Lynn,  from  the  business  com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  if  the  nations  of  the  earth  had 
acted  in  accordance  with  the  true  interests  of  man — 
had  been  moved  by  the  impulses  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity— guided  by  the  same  wise  policy,  and  governed 
by  the  same  laws — the  result  would  have  been  a  sys- 
tem of  fi-ee  trade  throughout  the  world,  as  the  best 
means  of  promoting  the  happiness  of  the  great  family 
of  man. 

2.  Resolved,  That  whereas  Great  Britain,  the  ac- 
knowledged mistress  of  the  commercial  world,  has, 
by  her  selfish  restrictive  policy,  diverted  commerce 
from  its  natural  channel,  and  attempted  to  guide  the 
wealth  into  her  own  coffers,  we  are  driven,  as  an  act 
of  self-preservation,  to  protect  ourselves  against  that 
system  of  monopoly  which  aims  a  deadly  blow,  alike, 
at  our  industry  and  our  independence. 

3.  Therefore  resolved.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
nation  that  would  render  its  existence  jierinnnent,  to 
cherish  and  protect  its  industry  as  the  only  sure 
source  of  loeuUli,  happiness  and  independence. 

4.  Resolved,  That  while  the  productions  of  Ameri- 
can machinery  may  successfully  compete  with  the 
productions  of  any  other  country,  the  productions  of 
American  labor  (unless  guarded  by  wholesome  legis- 
lation) must  fall  beneath  the  shock  of  European 
competition. 

5.  Resolved,  That  as  the  revenue  of  the  country 
must  be  raised  by  impost  duties,  jiisfice  demands  that  a 
discrimination  be  made  that  shall  check  the  importa- 
tion of  those  articles  which  aim  at  the  overthrow  of 
industry,  prosjieiity,  and  pur  independence. 

6.  Resolved,  That  as  the  manufacture  of  boots, 
shoes  and  leather  is  almost  exclusively  labor,  the 
manufacturers  of  these  articles  have  a  right  to  claim 
(if  not  demand)  of  congress  that  protection  which 
shall  enable  them  to  perform  their  relations,  both  so- 
cial and  political,  with  comfort  to  themselves  and  ho- 
nor to  their  country. 

7.  Resolved,  That  a  »peci/u)  duty  is  the  only  guaran- 
tee against  the  many  frauds  and  impositions  which 
are  practised  upon  the  community  by  varied  invoices 
and  false  valuations. 

8.  Resolved,  That  if  congress  adheres  to  the  sys- 
tem of  horizontal  duties,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  a  fixed  valuation  be  established  upon  each  pair 
of  boots  and  shoes  that  may  be  imported,  that  shall 
produce  the  same  results  as  a  specific  duty. 

9.  Resolved,  That  a  duty  about  equal  to  that  which 
existed  up  to  1835,  is  alike  demanded  by  the  inte- 
rests of  the  north,  south  and  west;  that  with  abound 
currency  we  may  check  that  over  importation  which 
is  draining  our  country  of  specie,  and  thus  destroy- 
ing the  basis  of  our  business  transactions. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  interests  of  the  north  and 
the  south,  the  agriculturist  and  the  manufacturer, 
are  nearly  blended,  that  that  which  promotes  the 
prosperity  of  the  one  must  advance  the  interest  of 
the  other. 

11.  Therefore,  resolved.  That  the  40,000  shoemak- 
ers of  the  old  bay  state  are  ready  to  raise  their 
voices  to  the  last,  and  cast  in  their  all  against  any 
measure  that  shall  have  a  tendency  to  give  to  the 
monopolist  of  Europe  the  profits  of  our  industry,  or 
drain  our  country  of  that  specie  which  is  the  basis 
of  our  commercial  prosperity. 

12.  Furthermore,  resolved,  That  we  will  join  with 
our  brethren  of  the  other  slates  in  any  honorable 
measure  that  shall  have  a  tendency  to  secure  to  us, 
upon  boots,  shoes  and  leather,  a  rate  of  duties  that 
■will  enable  us  to  compete  with  foreign  manufac- 
tures, and  give  to  the  laborer  his  just  reward. 

13.  Resolved,  That  we  believe  these  U.  States,  <io 
possess,  within  themselves,  all  the  essentials  of  national 
supply. 

14.  Resolved,  That  loe  beHcve  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  citizen  of  these  United  Slates,  who  regards  the 
true  interests  of  his  country,  to  encourage  our  own 
trade  and  manufactures  in  preference  to  foreign  pro- 
ducts. 

15.  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  convention 
do  practically  manil'vst  the  sincerity  of  their  zeal  for 
American  manufactures,  by  risvlmng  to  wear  nothing 
but  Uie -  prodju-t^  of  ^Imcriean  t»irfii.«(ri/,  until   otherna- 


tions  consent  to  receive  our  own  products,  on  that  re- 
ciprocity of  trade  which  we  ojferihem. 

16.  Resolved,  That  we  believe  it  to  be  the  true  in- 
terest of  all  the  producing  classes  of  these  United 
Slates,  loho  wish  to  possess  themselves  of  the  means 
of  comfort  without  dependence  on  foreign  markets, 
to  abstain  from  using  any  article  they  can  possibly  do 
without,  especially  those  which  come  from  Great 
Britain  or  any  other  country  which  does  not  cot^ent  to 
receive  the  products  of  these  United  States,  in  fair 
exchange  for  articles  imported  for  the  necessary  con- 
sumption of  the  .^incriooii  people. 

All  the  resolutions  were  discussed  and  adopted  ex- 
cept the  11th,  which  was  modified  so  as  to  strike  out 
the  clauses  including  the  words  last  and  all,  and  the 
15th  and  16th  which  "were  rejected. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  attend  the  na- 
tional tariff  convention  to  be  held  at  New  York  in 
April  next,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed to  compose  a  committee,  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington v/ith  the  memorial:  Amasa  Walker,  of  Bos- 
ton; Ebenezer  Husey,  of  Lynn,  and  Lewis  Allen,  of 
Danvors. 

The  appointment  of  a  person  in  each  of  the  shoe 
towns  of  the  state  to  collect  statistics,  was  perform- 
ed by  nomination  of  the  convention  at  large.  At  20 
minutes  before  10  o'clock,  the  convention  adjourned 
sine  die. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


Whilst  repeating  from  time  to  time  our  firm  per- 
suasions that  neither  the  government  nor  the  people 
of  England  were  disposed  to  commence  an  actual 
war  with  this  country  for  any  or  all  of  the  objects 
in  dispute  between  the  two  countries,  we  have  inva- 
riably repeated  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  it 
was  necessary  for  our  government  and  the  people  of 
this  country  to  arm  for  a  strife  of  a  scarce  lesss  se- 
rious character  than  actual  hostilities — and  to  guard 
forthwith  every  avenue  in  support  of  our  fair  shore 
of  the  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE  of  the  world,  or  the 
deliberate  measures  which  the  British  government 
in  conjunction  with  her  capitalists  and  merchants 
were  steadily  pursuing  and  carrying  out  in  every 
possible  direction  over  the  whole  face  of  the  earth, 
would  soon  result  in  a  monopoly  which  would  prove 
disastrous  beyond  measure  to  every  competitor  that 
they  may  find  in  their  way  and  most  of  all  ruinous 
to  this  enterprizing  republican  people,  whom  they 
have  cause  to  consider  as  their  most  formidable  ri- 
vals for  commerce.  As  a  proof  of  the  extent  to 
which  the  ramifications  of  their  immense  scheme 
for  monopolizing  the  transportation  of  mails  and 
passengers  as  well  as  of  goods  and  merchandise,  al- 
ready look,  we  have  now  before  us  propositions 
made  (and  advocated  by  some  of  our  own  citizens, 
we  blush  to  say)  for  their  line  of  14  new  steamers, 
which  are  just  coming  on  to  our  coast  and  its  neigh- 
boring Archipelago  anifw/iic/t  are  constructed  express- 
ly for  the  contingency  of  a  war  tcith  Jnm-ica,  and  com- 
manded by  officers  of  the  royal  navy  and  who  of  course 
will  soon  make  themselves  acquainted  with  every 
harbor  and  sounding  of  our  waters,  these  steamers 
propose,  to  carry  on  the  coasting  communication  for 
us  from  port  to  port,  convey  passengers,  and  trans- 
port the  mails!! 

COLONIAL  TRADE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Lubec,held  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  resolutions  and  defraying  a  peti- 
tion to  be  forwarded  to  our  representatives  in  con- 
gress, the  following  petition  and  resolutions  prepared 
by  Jabez  Mowry,  Joseph  Sumner,  Andrew  Ring, 
John  C.  Talbot  and  S.  L.  Hovey,  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

To  the  honorable  the  senate,  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Slates  in  congress  assem- 
bled: 

The  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  slate  of  Maine, 
beg  leave,  respeclfully,  to  call  the  attention  of  con- 
gress to  the  total  want  of  reciprocity  in  the  present 
intercourse  between  her  Britannic  majesty's  West 
India  and  N.  American  colonies,  and  the  U.  Stales. 
By  the  act  of  congress  of  May,  29th,  1830,  it  was 
provided  that  whenever  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  receive  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  will  open  the  ports  of 
hor  North  American  colonies  to  the  vessels  of  the 
United  Statcp  on  such  terms,  that  on  entering  said 


colonial  ports,  the  vessels  of  said  states  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  no  higher  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost,  or 
charges  of  any  other  description  than  would  be  im- 
posed on  British  vessels,  or  their  cargoes  arriving  in 
said  colonial  possessions  from  the  United  States — 
that  then,  in  such  case,  the  president  may  issue  his 
proclamation  declaring  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
open  to  British  vessels  coming  from  said  colonial 
possessions,  and  their  cargo,  on  the  same  reciprocal 
terms. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  A.  D.  1830,  the  president 
of  the  U.  States  having  received  such  satisfactory 
evidence,  issued  his  proclamation,  declaring  the  ports 
of  the  United  Slates  open  to  Brilish  vessels,  and  that 
the  "navigation  acts"  of  1818,  1820  and  1828,  were 
absolutely  repealed. 

Your  petitioners  are  bound  to  believe  that  such 
pledges  were  made,  by  the  British  government  to  the 
president,  as  satisfied  him  that  the  ports  of  the  colo- 
nies would  in  good  faith  be  opened  to  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  But,  to  this  day,  those  parts  have 
not  been  opened.  A  part,  only,  of  the  colonial  ports^ 
have  been  opened.  Those  where  return  cargoes  can 
be  obtained  for  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  still  re- 
main closed — while  not  a  creek,  river,  bay  or  inlet 
in  ihe  United  States,  is  closed  to  British  vessels.  Be- 
sides, it  is  not  true  that  at  the  colonial  free  ports,  the 
vessels  of  the  Uniled  Stales  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
as  British  vessels.  They  are  subject  to  many  vexa- 
tions and  onerous  charges,  that  are  not  exacted  of 
British  vessels,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  return 
cargoes,  it  is  scarcely  a  privilege  to  be  permitted  to 
enter  their  ports  at  all. 

By  the  act  of  May  29th,  1830,  sec.  1.  the  presi- 
dent is  authorised  to  issue  his  proclamation  repeal- 
ing the'acts  of  1818,  1820  and  1823,  on  certain  con- 
ditions, viz:  where  vessels  of  the  Uniled  States  may 
import  into  said  colonial  possessions,  from  the  United 
States  any  article  or  articles  which  could  be  im- 
ported in  British  vessels  into  the  said  possessions 
from  the  United  States."  Can  this  be  done?  So 
far  from  it,  that  the  whole  class  of  foreign  goods 
arc  prohibited  in  American,  and  allowed  in  British 
vessels. 

The  trade   in   plaster  of  paris,  is  of  vast  impor- 
tance to  the  United  Slates.     Maine,  with  scarcely  a 
thirtieth  part  of  the  population,  owns  one-eighth  of  the 
tonnage  of  the  United  States.     To  her,  this  trade,  is 
of  great  value.     The  plaster  is  dug  from  the  earth  in 
the  provinces;  and  nearly  200,000  tons  annually  ex- 
ported into  the  United  States,  giving  employment  to 
a  vast  amount  of  tonnage  that  was  heretofore  mostly' 
enjoyed  by  our  vessels;  but  is  now  for  the  most  part, 
and  will  soon  be  wholly,  monopolized  by  Brilish  ves-'n 
sels.     Plaster,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity* 
brought  by  land  to  the  wharves  in  Windsor,  is  taken-J 
by  British  vessels  from  the  quarries,  and  carried  di— ' 
rectly  to  the  United  States.     To  these  quarries,  our 
vessels  are  not  admitted.     The  same  may  be  said  of 
the  grindstone  trade. 

Time  can  never  sanction  wrong.  The  opening  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  was  obtained  by  fraud, 
by  a  promise  of  reciprocity  from  Great  Britain, 
which  she  has  not  granted,  and  ne%er  will  grant. 
Her  encroachments  will  continue  as  long  as  our  en- 
durance. We  pray  therefore,  that  this  subject  may 
receive  the  immediate  action  of  congress — that  the 
effect  of  the  proclamation  of  1830  be  done  away,  and 
the  "navigation  acts"  of  1818,  1820  and  1828,  be  re- 
vived. 

February,  1842. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas,  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  haf 
solemnly  secured  to  the  people  of  these  United 
States,  "the  right  at  all  times  peaceably  to  assemble 
and  petition  the  government  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances"— 

Jlnd  wltereas,  The  people  of  the  United  States  are 
at  this  lime  suffering  under  a  daily  increasing  burden 
of  grievances,  which  they  consider  it  the  duty,  and 
in  the  power  of  congress,  in  a  great  measure  to  al- 
leviate, among  which  grievances  may  be  enumerated, 
Ihe  military  occupation  of  our  territory  by  a  foreign 
nation — the  unsettlement  of  our  north  eastern  boun- 
dary line,  once  fairly  agreed  upon,  and  marked  out 
by  the  eternal  highlands — a  reciprocity  of  trade  with 
the  Brilish  colonies,  which  is  no  reciprocity,  but 
which  opens  all  American  ports  to  British  naviga- 
tion, and  virtually  excludes  all  American  vessels 
from  British  ports;  which  builds  up  and  enriches  a 
foreign  power  within  sight  of  us,  and  makes  a  grea- 
ter distinction  in  appearance,  business  and  wealth, 
between  the  colonies  and  the  stales  immediately  bor- 
dering on  them,  than  was  over  intended  by  the  God 
of  nature,  when  he  gave  to  each  the  same  natural 
facilities.  A  bankrupt  treasury  and  no  currency,  and 
many  other  mutters  deeply  affecting  the  interests  of 
our  country,  well  known  to  your  honorable  body, 
and  which  by  petition  and  otherwise  have  been  fre- 
quently urged  upon  your  consideration — 
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Thtrefm-t  resolred,  That  we  consider  it  our  duty, 
and  the  duty  of  the  people  generally,  earnestly,  de- 
cidedly, and  respectfully  to  urge  upon  their  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  the  necessity  of  their  comply- 
ing with  the  advice  given  by  Jeiferson  in  his  account 
of  the  congress  of  1783,  of  ^'their  laying  their  sliout- 
ders  to  lite  great  points,  knoicing  that  the  little  ones  icill 
follow  of  tlnmselves.''^ 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  our  present  arrange- 
ment with  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  the  colonial 
trade,  as  wholly  destitute  of  reciprocity,  highly  in- 
jurious to  our  whole  country,  and  one  which  tends 
to  build  up  the  British  colonies  at  the  expense  of  our 
own  industry,  and  that  we  will  petition  congress  to 
■do  away  with  said  arrangement. 

Resohed,  That  we  hereby  call  upon  the  people  of 
our  whole  country  to  unite  with  us  and  by  petition, 
memorials  or  in  whatever  manner  may  seem  best,  to 
call  the  immediate  attention  of  congress  to  the  trans- 
action of  the  important  business  which  the  constitu- 
tion implicitly  and  the  people  directly  require  of 
them. 

_  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary  and  published 
in  the  Eastport  Sentinel,  Portland  Advertiser,  East- 
ern Argus  and  Kennebec  Journal. 

JOSEPH  SUMNER,  chairman. 

C.  L.  Ri.VG,  secretary. 

EFFECT  OF  "FREE  TRADE"  ON  OUR  CITY. 

The  reduction  of  the  duties  on  foreign  iron  has 
already  produced  a  disastrous  effect  upon  the  Ame- 
rican iron  manufacture.  From  seventy  to  eighty 
hands  have  recently  been  discharged  from  the  Troy 
Iron  and  Nail  works  in  this  city,  and  the  whole 
works  will  be  suspended  in  June  next  should  the  final 
reduction  of  duties  under  the  compromise  act  then 
be  suffered  to  take  place.  The  total  amount  of  dis- 
bui"sements  at  the  Troy  Iron  and   Nail  works  is,  in 

firosperons  times,  at  least  §500,000  per  annum.  A 
arge  portion  of  which  goes  into  the  pockets  of  the 
laboring  man,  the  farmer,  the  sailor,  the  teamster, 
and  other  members  of  the  industrial  classes.  On  the 
same  stream  with  the  Troy  works  are  those  of  the 
Albany  Co.  whose  annual  disbursements  are  also 
very  large.  The  same  cause  which  affects  the  Troy 
Co.  will  also  atiect  them,  and  then  we  shall  have  in 
the  course  of  three  months,  unless  congress  take 
speedy  measures  to  prevent  it,  more  than  cij/if /uiii- 
dred  of  the  inhabitants  of  one  ward  of  our  city  to- 
tally destitute  of  employment!  Nor  is  this  all.  Many 
of  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  iron  works,  de- 
rive their  whole  support  from  the  market  afforded 
there  for  their  products.  They  also  will  be  serious- 
ly injured  by  their  suspension.  Several  vessels  and 
many  saiioi's  are  now  also  constantly  employed  in 
transporting  coal,  iron  and  other  articles  to  and  from 
the  works.  And  they  too  will  be  deprived  of  their 
present  means  of  support.  Thus  by  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  operations  of  two  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments in  this  city,  more  probably  than  one  thou- 
sand persons,  resident  in  this  county,  will  be  depriv- 
ed of  their  livelihood,  besides  hundred?  of  others  in 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  the  North- 
ern section  of  our  own  state. 

And  if  this  disastrous  effect  will  be  produced  by 
the  suspension  of  two  establishments  only,  what 
will  be  the  condition  of  our  city,  when  nearly  every 
other  manufactui'ing  establishment  within  its  limits 
as  well  as  those  in  its  vicinity,  shall  be  obliged  to 
suspend  also.'  And  that  such  will  be  the  etleot  of 
the  reduction  of  duties  under  the  compromise  act, 
who  can  doubt?  [Troy  Whig. 
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UPON  HIS  RESOLUTIONS  CONCERING  THE 
TARIFF  AND  OTHER  GREAT  OBJECTS 
OF  PUBLIC  POLITY. 

IN    SENATE MARCH   1. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 

-Mr.  Clay  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  nearly  as 
follows:  Mr.  President:  The  resolutions  which  have 
just  been  read,  and  which  are  to  form  the  subject  of 
the  present  discussion,  are  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, involving  interests  of  the  highest  character, 
and  a  system  of  policy  which,  in  my  opinion,  lies  at 
the  bottom  of  any  restoration  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.  In  discussing  them,  I  would  address 
myself  to  you  in  the  language  of  plainness,  of  sober- 
ness, and  trutli.  I  did  not  come  here  as  if  I  were  en- 
tering a  garden  full  of  flowers  and  of  the  richest 
shrubbery,  to  cull  the  tea-roses,  the  japonicas,  the 
jasmines  and  woodbines,  and  weave  them  into  a  gar- 
land of  the  gayest  colors,  that  by  the  beauty  of  their 
assortment  and  by  their  fragrance  I  may  gratify  fair 
ladies.  Nor  is  it  my  wish — it  is  far,  far  from  my 
wish — to  revive  any  subjects  of  a  party  character, 
or  which  might  be  calculated  to  reiww  the  animosi- 


ties which  unhappily  have  hitherto  prevailed  be- 
tween the  two  great  political  parties  in  the  country. 
My  course  is  far  different  from  this:  it  is  to  speak  to 
you  of  the  sad  condition  of  our  country — to  point 
out  not  the  remote  and  original,  but  the  proximate, 
the  immediate  causes  which  have  produced  and  are 
likely  to  continue  our  distresses,  and  to  suggest  a  re- 
medy. If  any  one,  in  or  out  of  the  senate,  has  ima- 
gined it  to  be  my  intention,  on  this  occasion,  to  in- 
dulge in  any  ambitious  display  of  language,  to  at- 
tempt any  rhetorical  flights,  or  to  deal  in  any  other 
figures  than  figures  of  arithmetic,  he  will  find  him- 
self greatly  disappointed.  The  farmer,  if  he  is  a 
judicious  man,  does  not  begin  to  plough  till  he  has 
first  laid  off  his  laud,  and  marked  it  off  at  proper  dis- 
tances by  planting  stakes  by  which  his  ploughmen 
are  to  be  guided  in  their  movements;  and  the  plough- 
man accordingly  fixes  his  eye  upon  the  stake  oppo- 
site to  the  end  of  the  destined  furrow,  and  then  en- 
deavors to  reach  it  by  a  straight  and  direct  furrow. 
These  resolutions  are  my  stakes. 

But,  before  I  proceed  to  examine  them,  let  me  first 
meet  and  obviate  certain  objections,  which,  as  I  un- 
derstand, have  been  or  may  be  urged  against  them 
generally.  I  learn  that  it  is  said  of  these  resolutions 
that  they  present  only  general  propositions,  and  that, 
instead  of  this,  I  should  at  once  have  introduced  sepa- 
rate bills,  and  entered  into  detail  and  shown  in  what 
manner  I  propose  to  accomplish  the  objects  which  the 
resolutions  propose.  Let  me  here  say,  in  reply,  that 
the  ancient  principles  and  mode  of  legislation  which 
has  ever  prevailed  from  the  foundation  of  this  gov- 
ernment, has  been  to  fix  first  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciples which  are  lo  guide  us,  and  then  to  carry  out 
these  principles  by  detailed  legislation.  Such  has 
ever  been  the  course  pursued,  not  only  in  the  coun- 
try from  which  we  derive  our  legislative  institutions, 
but  in  our  own.  The  memorable  resolution  offered 
in  the  British  house  of  commons  by  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Dunning  is  no  doubt  familiar  to  the  mind  of 
every  one — that  ''the  power  of  the  crown  (and  it  is 
equally  true  of  our  own  chief  magistrate)  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished." 
When  I  was  a  member  of  another  legislative  body, 
which  meets  in  the  opposite  extremity  of  this  capi- 
tol,  it  was  the  course,  in  reference  to  the  great  ques- 
tions of  internal  improvement  and  other  leading 
measures  of  public  policy,  lo  propose  specific  reso- 
lutions going  to  mark  out  the  principles  of  action 
which  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  then  to  carry  out 
these  principles  by  subsequent  enactments.  Another 
objection  is  urged,  as  I  Understand,  against  one  of 
these  resolutions,  which  is  this:  that  by  the  constitu- 
tion no  bill  for  raising  revenue  can  orignate  any 
where  but  in  the  house  of  representatives.  It  is  true 
that  we  cannot  originate  such  a  bill;  but,  undoubted- 
ly, in  contemplating  the  condition  of  the  public  af- 
fairs, and  in  the  right  consideration  of  all  questions 
touching  the  amount  of  the  revenue  and  the  mode  in 
which  it  shall  be  raised,  and  involving  the  great 
questions  of  expenditure  and  retrenchment,  and  how 
far  the  expenses  of  the  government  may  safely  and 
properly  be  diminished,  it  is  perfectly  legitimate  for 
us  to  deliberate  and  to  act  as  duty  may  demand. 
There  can  be  no  question  but  that,  during  the  present 
session  of  congress,  a  bill  of  revenue  will  be  sent  to 
us  from  the  other  house;  and  if,  when  it  comes,  we 
shall  first  have  gone  through  with  a  consideration  of 
the  general  subject,  fixing  the  principles  of  policy 
proper  lo  be  pursued  in  relation  to  it,  it  will  greatly 
economise  the  time  of  the  senate  and  proportionably 
save  a  large  amount  of  the  public  money. 

Perhaps  no  better  mode  can  be  pursued  of  discuss- 
ing the  resolutions  I  have  had  the  honor  to  present, 
than  to  take  them  up  in  the  order  of  their  arrange- 
ment, as  I  presented  them  to  the  senate,  after  much 
deliberate  consideration. 

The  first  resolution  declares — 

"That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  general  government, 
for  conducting  its  administration,  to  provide  an  ade- 
quate revenue  within  the  year  to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  year;  and  that  any  expedient,  either 
by  loan  or  treasury  notes,  to  supply,  in  time  of  peace, 
a  deficiency  of  i-evenue,  especially  during  successive 
years,  is  unwise,  and  must  lead  to  pernicious  conse- 
quences." 

I  have  heard  it  asserted  that  this  resolution  is  but 
a  truism.  If  so,  I  regret  to  say  that  it  is  one  from 
which  governments  too  often  depart,  and  from  which 
this  government  especially  has  departed  during  the 
last  five  years.  Has  an  adequate  revenue  been  pro- 
v:ided  within  each  of  those  years  to  meet  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  those  same  years?  No;  far  other- 
wise. 

In  1837,  at  the  called  session,  instead  of  imposing 
the  requisite  amount  of  taxes  on  the  free  articles,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  act, 
what  was  the  resort  of  the  administration?  To  trea- 
sury notes.  And  the  same  expedient  of  treasury 
notes  was  ever  since  adopted,  from  year  to  year,  to 


supply  the  deficit  accruing.  And,  of  necessitv,  this 
policy  cast  upon  the  administration  succeeding  an 
unascertained  unliquidated  debt,  inducing  a  tempora- 
ry necessity  on  that  administration  to  have  resort  to 
the  same  means  of  supply. 

I  do  not  advert  to  these  facts  with  any  purpose  of 
crimination  or  recrimination.  Far  from  it.  For  we 
have  reached  that  state  of  the  public  affairs  when 
the  country  lies  bleeding  at  every  pore,  and  when, 
as  I  earnestly  hope  and  trust,  we  shall,  by  commo^l 
consent,  dispense  with  our  party  prejudices,  and 
agree  to  look  at  any  measure  proposed  for  the  public 
relief  as  patriots  and  statesmen.  I  say,  then,  that 
during  the  four  years  of  tlie  administration  of  Mr." 
Van  Buren,  there  was  an  excess  of  expenditure  over 
the  income  of  the  government  to  the  amount  of  bfe- ' 
tween  seven  and  eight  millions  of  dollars;  and  I  say 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  that  administration,  the  mo- 
ment they  found  this  deficit  to  exist  in  the  revenue, 
to  have  resorted  to  the  adequate  remedy  by  laying 
the  requisite  amount  of  taxes  on  the  free  articles  to 
meet  and  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

I  shall  say  nothing  more  on  the  first  resolution,  be- 
cause I  do  hope  that,  whatever  the  previous  practice 
of  this  government  may  have  been,  there  is  no  sena- 
tor here  who  will  hesitate  to  concur  in  the  truth  of 
the  general  propositions  it  contains. 

The  next  three  resolutions  all  relate  to  the  same 
general  subjects — subjects  which  I  consider  much 
the  most  important  of  any  here  set  forth;  and  I  shall, 
for  that  reason,  consider  them  together. 

The  second  resolution  asserts — 

"That  such  an  adequate  revenue  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed by  duties  on  foreign  imports  without  adopting  a 
higher  rate  than  twenty  per  cent.,  as  provided  for  in 
the  compromise  act,  which,  at  the  time  of  its  pas- 
sage, was  supposed  and  assumed  as  a  rate  that  would 
supply  a  sufficient  revenue  for  an  economical  admin- 
istration of  the  government." 

The  third  resolution  concludes — 

"That  the  rate  of  duties  on  foreign  imports  ought 
to  be  augmented  beyond  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cent, 
so  as  to  produce  a  nett  revenue  of  twenty-six  mil- 
lions of  dollars — twenty-two  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  government,  two  for  the  payment  of  th'e 
existing  debt,  and  two  millions  as  a  reserved  fund 
for  contingencies." 

The  fourth  resolution  asserts— 

"That,  in  the  adjustment  of  a  tariff  to  raise  an 
amount  of  twenty-six  millions  of  revenue,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  compromise  act  generally, should  be  ad- 
hered to;  and  that  especially  a  maximum  rate  of  ad 
valorem  duties  should  be  established,  from  which 
there  ought  to  be  as  little  departure  as  possible." 

The  first  question  which  these  resolutions  suggest 
is  this:  what  should  be  the  amount  of  the  annual  ex- 
penditures of  this  government?  Now,  on  this  point, 
I  shall  not  attempt,  what  is  impossible,  to  be  exact 
and  precise  in  stating  what  that  may  be.  We  can 
only  moke  an  approximation.  No  man,  in  his  pri 
vate  affairs,  can  say,  or  pretends  to  say,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  precisely  what  shall  be  the 
amount  of  his  expenses  during  the  year:  that  must 
depend  on  many  unforeseen  contingencies,  which 
cannot  with  any  precision  be  calculated  beforehand: 
all  that  can  be  done  is  to  make  an  approximation  to 
what  ought  to  be  or  what  may  be  the  amount.  Be- 
fore I  consider  that  question,  allow  me  to  correct, 
here,  an  assertion  made  first  by  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  and  subsequently  by 
the  senator  from  Missouri  near  me,  (Mr.  Linn,)  and 
I  believe  by  one  or  two  other  gentlemen,  viz.  that 
the  whig  party,  when  out  of  power,  asserted  that,  if 
trusted  with  the  helm,  they  would  administer  this  gov- 
ernment at  an  amount  of  expenditure  not  exceeding 
$1'3,000,000.  I  hope,  if  such  an  assertion  was  actu- 
ally made  by  either  or  all  of  these  gentleman,  that  it 
will  never  be  repeated  again  without  resorting  to 
proof  to  sustain  it.  I  know  of  no  such  position  ever 
taken  by  the  whig  party,  or  by  any  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  whig  party.  Sure  I  am  that  the  party 
generally  pledged  itself  to  no  such  reduction  of  the 
public  expenses — none. 

And  I  again  say  that  I  trust,  before  such  an  assei<- 
tion  is  repeated,  the  proofs  will  be  adduced.  For  ia 
this  case,  as  in  others,  that  which  is  asserted  and  re- 
iterated co.nos  at  last  to  be  believed.  The  whig 
party  did  promise  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  I 
trust  will  perform  their  promise.  I  deny  (in  Do 
oflensive  sense)  that  the  whig  party  ever  promised  to 
reduce  the  expenditures  of  this  government  to  thir- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  No;  but  this  was  what 
they  said:  during  the  four  years  of  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  the  average  amount  of  the  public 
expenditure  was  but  thirteen  millions,  and  you  oharg 
ed  that  administration  with  outrageous  extravagance, 
and  came  yourselves  into  power  on  promises  to  re- 
duce the  annual  expenditure;  but,  having  obtained 
power,  instead  of  reducing  the  public  expenses,  you 
carikd  ihem  up  to  the  astonishing  amount  of  n»ar 
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forty  millions.  But,  while  the  whIgs  never  asserted 
that  they  would  administer  the  government  with 
thirteen  millions,  our  opponents,  our  respected  op- 
ponents, after  having  been  three  years  in  power,  in- 
stead of  bringing  the  expenses  below  the  standard  of 
Mr.  Adams's  administration,  declared  that  fifteen 
millions  was  the  amount  at  which  the  expenditures 
should  be  fixed.  This  was  the  ground  taken  by  Mr. 
McLane,  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  treasury. 
I  have  his  report  before  me;  but  as  the  fact,  I  pre- 
sume, will  not  be  denied,  I  forbear  to  read  from  it. 
He  suggests,  as  the  fit  amount  to  be  raised  by  the 
tariff  he  had  proposed,  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  as  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I  hope  now  I  have  shown  that  the  whig  party,  be- 
fore they  obtained  power,  never  were  pledged  to 
bringdown  the  public  expenses  either  to  thirteen  or 
to  fifteen  millions.  They  were  pledged,  I  admit,  to 
retrench  unnecessary  expenditures,  and  to  make  a 
reasonable  deduction  whenever  it  could  properly  be 
made  consistently  with  the  public  service:  that  pro- 
cess, as  I  understand,  is  now  going  on  in  both  houses, 
and  I  trust  the  fruits  will  be  seen  before  the  end  of 
the  present  session. 

Unpledged,  therefore,  as  the  whig  party  was,  as  to 
any  specific  amount,  the  question  recurs,  at  what 
sum  can  the  expenses  of  the  government  be  now 
fixed? 

I  repeat  that  the  exact  amount  is  difiicult  to  be  as- 
certained. I  have  stated  it  in  the  resolution  I  now 
oCTer  at  twenty-tico  millimis;  and  I  shall  soon  show 
how  1  have  arrived  at  the  amount.  But,  before  I 
do  that,  allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate 
to  the  expenditures  of  the  preceding  administration; 
for,  in  attempting  to  fix  a  ■sum  for  the  future,  I  know 
of  no  course  but  to  look  back  upon  the  experience  of 
the  past,  and  then  to  endeavor  to  deduce  from  it  the 
probable  amount  of  future  expenditure.  What,  then, 
were  the  expenditures  of  the  four  years  of  the  past 
administration? 

In  18,"i7  the  amount  was  .     $37,265,037  15 

In  1838  it  was         .         .         ■       39,455,438  35 

In  1839 37,614,936  15 

In  1840 28,226,533  81 


Makmg  an  aggregate  of  $142,561,945  46 

"Which  gives  us  an  average  pr.  yr.  of  §35,640,486  38. 

The  sum  I  have  proposed  is  only  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, which  deducted  from  Ihirty-five  as  above, 
leaves  a  reduction  of  $13,640,000 — being  a  sum 
greater  than  the  whole  average  expenditure  of  ihe 
extravagant  and  profligate  administration  of  Mr. 
Adams,  which  they  told  us  was  so  enormous  that  it 
must  be  reduced  by  a  great  "retrenchment  and  re- 
form." 

I  am  not  here  going  to  inquire  into  the  items  which 
composed  the  large  expenditures  of  the  four  years 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration.  1  know  what 
has  been  said,  and  will  again  be  said,  on  that  subject 

Ihat  there  were  many  items  of  extra  expenditure 

which  may  never  occur  again.  Be  it  so;  but  do  we 
not  know  that  every  administration  lias  its  extras 
and  that  these  may  be  expected  to  arise  and  will  and 
must  arise  under  every  administration  beneath  the 
sun?  But  take  this  also  into  vitw  in  looking  at  the 
expenses  of  that  administration;  ihat  less  was  ex- 
pended on  the  national  defence— less  in  the  construc- 
tion or  repair  of  fortifications— less  for  the  navy,  and 
less  for  other  means  of  repelling  a  foreign  attack, 
than,  perhaps,  o"ught  to  have  been  expended.  At 
present  we  are  all  animated  with  a  common  zeal  and 
determination  on  the  subject  of  defence;  all  feel  the 
necessity  of  some  adequate  plan  of  defence,  as  well 
upon  the  ocean  as  the  land,  and  especially  of  putting 
our  navy  and  our  fortifications  in  a  better  state  to  de- 
fend the  honor  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  nation. 
We  feel  this  necessity,  although  we  all  trust  that  the 
calamity  of  a  war  may  be  averted.  This  calls  for  a 
greater  amount  of  money  for  these  purposes  than 
was  appropriated  under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  adminis- 
tration; beside  which,  in  the  progress  of  affairs,  un- 
foreseen exigencies  may  arise,  and  do  constantly  oc- 
cur, calling  fur  other  appropriations  needed,  which 
no  man  can  anticipate.  Kvery  ministry  in  every  go- 
government— every  ad  ministration  of  our  own  govern- 
ment, has  its  extraordinaries  and  its  contingencies; 
and  it  is  no  apology  for  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administra- 
tion to  say  that  the  circumstanct-s  v^'llich  occasioned 
its  expenditures  were  extraordinary  and  peculiar. 
Making  all  the  allowances  which  its  warmest  friends 
can  ask  for  the  expenses  of  the  inglorious  war  in 
Florida — a  contest  which  has  profusely  wasted  not 
only  the  resources  of  the  treasury,  but  the  best  blood 
of  the  nation — making  the  am|.|cst  allowance  for  this 
and  for  all  other  extras  whatever,  Ihe  sum  expended 
by  the  last  administration  still  remains  to  be  lar<  far 
beyond  what  is  proposed  in  these  rcsolulioiis  assulli- 
cient  fur  the  present,  and  for  years  to  come.  It  mtisl, 
in  carder,  be  conceded  that  this  is  a  very  great  dimi- 


nution of  the  national  expenditure;  and  such,  if  no- 
thing else  were  done,  would  redeem  the  pledge  of  the 
whig  party. 

But  let  us  now  consider  the  subject  in  another 
light.  Thirteen  millions  was  the  average  annual 
amount  of  expenditure  under  Mr.  Adams'  adminis- 
tration, which  terminated  thirteen  years  ago.  I 
should  be  authorised,  therefore,  to  take  the  com- 
mencement of  his  administration  in  1825,  being  a 
period  of  seventeen  years,  in  making  a  comparison 
of  the  progressive  increase  of  the  national  expendi- 
tures; or,  at  all  events,  adding  one-half  of  Mr. 
Adams'  term,  to  take  the  period  as  running  fifteen 
years  back;  but  I  shall  not  avail  myself  of  this  per- 
fectly fair  calculation;  and  I  will  therefore  say,  that 
at  the  end  of  thirteen  years,  from  the  time  when  the 
expenditures  were  thirteen  millions,  I  propose  that 
they  be  raised  to  twenty-two  millions.  And  is  this 
an  extraordinary  increase  for  such  a  period,  in  a  coun- 
try of  such  rapid  increase  and  developement  as  this 
is?  What  has  occurred  during  this  lapse  of,  time?  The 
army  has  been  doubled,  or  nearly  so;  it  has  increas- 
ed from  a  little  over  6,000  men  to  12,000.  We  have 
built  six,  eight,  or  ten  ships  of  the  line,  (I  do  not  re- 
collect the  precise  number);  two  or  three  new  states 
have  been  added  to  the  union;  and  two  periodical 
enumerations  have  been  made  of  the  national  popu- 
lation; besides  which  there  have  been,  and  yet  are  to 
be,  vast  expenditures  on  works  of  fortification  and 
national  defence.  Now  when  we  look  at  the  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  members  in  both  houses  of 
congress,  and  consider  the  necessary  and  inevitable 
progress  and  growth  of  the  nation,  is  it,  I  ask,  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  at  the  end  of  a  period  of  thirteen 
years  our  expenditures  should  increase  from  thirteen 
to  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars?  If  we  take  the  pe- 
riod at  seventeen  years,  (as  we  fairly  may),  or  at  but 
fifteen  years,  the  increase  of  expenses  will  be  found 
not  to  go  beyond  the  proportional  increase  of  our  popu- 
lation wilhin'the  same  period.  That  increase  is  found 
to  be  about  four  per  cent  annually;  and  the  increase 
of  government  expenditures,  at  the  rate  above  stated, 
will  not  exceed  that.  This  is  independent  of  any 
augmentation  of  the  army  or  navy,  of  the  addition 
of  new  states  and  territories,  or  the  enlargement  of 
the  numbers  in  congress.  Taking  the  addition,  at 
the  end  of  thirteen  years,  to  be  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars, it  will  give  an  annual  average  increase  of  about 
$700,000.  And  I  think  that  the  government  of  no 
people,  young,  free,  and  growing  as  is  this  nation, 
can,  under  circumstances  like  ours,  be  justly  charged 
with  rashness,  recklessness,  or  extravagance,  if  its 
expenses  increase  but  at  the  rate  of  $700,000  per 
annnum.  If  our  posterity,  after  their  numbers  shall 
have  swelled  to  one  hundred  millions,  shall  find 
that  their  expenses  have  augmented  in  no  greater 
ratio  than  this,  they  will  have  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint of  the  profuseness  or  extravagance  of  their  go- 
vernment. 

But  it  should  be  recollected  that  while  I  have  fixed 
the  rate  of  expenditure  at  the  sum  I  have  mentioned, 
viz:  twenty-two  millions,  this  docs  not  preclude 
further  reductions,  if  they  sliall  be  found  practica- 
ble, after  existing  abuses  have  been  explored  and 
all  useless  or  unnecessary  expenditures  have  been 
lopped  off. 

The  honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  has  favored  us,  on  more  occasions  than 
one,  v/itli  an  account  of  the  reforms  he  effected  when 
at  the  head  of  the  war  department  of  this  govern- 
ment; and  no  man,  certainly,  can  be  less  disposed 
than  I  am  to  deprive  him  of  a  single  feather  which 
he  thinks  he  put  in  his  cap  by  that  operation.  But 
what  does  he  tell  us  was  his  experience  in  this  busi- 
ness of  retrenchment'  He  tells  us  what  we  all  know 
to  be  true — what  every  father,  every  householder, 
especially  finds  to  be  true  in  his  own  case— that  it  is 
much  easier  to  plunge  into  extravagance  than  to  re- 
duce expenses;  and  it  is  pre-eminently  true  of  a  na- 
tion. Every  nation  finds  it  tar  easier  to  rush  into  an 
extravagant  expenditure  of  the  money  entrusted  to 
its  public  agents  than  to  bring  down  the  public  ex- 
penditures from  a  profuse  and  reckless  to  an  econo- 
mical standard.  All  useful  and  salutary  reforms  must 
be  made  with  care  and  circumspection.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  admits  that  the  reforms 
he  accomplished  took  him  four  years' to  bring  about. 
It  was  not  till  after  four  years  of  constant  exertion 
that  he  was  enabled  to  establish  a  system  of  just  ac- 
countability, and  to  bring  down  the  expenses  of  Ihe 
army  to  that  average  per  man,  to  which  they  were 
at  length  reduced.  And  now,  with  all  his  personal 
knowledge  of  the  difficulties  of  such  a  task,  was  it 
kind  in  him,  v,as  it  kind  or  fair  in  his  associates,  to 
taunt  us,  as  they  have  done, by  already  asking, "where 
are  the  reforms  you  promised  to  accomplish  yhen 
you  were  out  of  power?" 

[Mr.  C'.tLuccN  hcri;.  rose  to  explain,  and  obverv- 
ed  that  what  he  had  again  and  again  said  on  the 
subject  of  reforms  was   no  more   than   this  that  it 


was  time  the  promised  reforms  should  begin,  it  was 
time  they  should  begin ;  and  that  was  all  he  now 
asked.] 

Very  well;  if  that  is  all  he  asks,  the  gentleman 
will  not  be  disappointed.  We  could  not  begin  at  the 
extra  session;  it  could  not  then  reasonably  be  expect- 
ed of  us;  for  what  is  the  duty  of  a  nev/  administra- 
tion when  it  first  comes  into  the  possession  of  power? 
Its  immediate  and  pressing  care  is  to  carry  on  the 
government;  to  become  acquainted  vrith  the  ma- 
chine; to  look  how  it  acts  in  various  parts,  and  to 
take  care  that  it  shall  not  work  injuriously  to  the 
public  interest.  They  cannot,  at  once,  look  back  at 
the  past  abuses;  it  is  not  practicable  to  do  so;  it  must 
have  time  to  look  into  the  pi.^eonholes  of  the  various 
bureaux,  to  find  out  what  has  been  done,  and  what 
is  doing.  Its  first  great  duty  is  keep  the  machine  of 
government  in  regular  motion.  It  could  not  there- 
fore, be  expected  that  congress  would  go  into  a 
thorough  process  of  reform  at  the  extra  session.  Its 
peculiar  object  then  was  to  adopt  measures  of  imme- 
diate and  indispensable  relief  to  the  people  and  to 
the  government.  Besides  which,  the  subsequent  mis- 
fortunes of  the  whig  party  were  well  known.  Pre- 
sident Harrison  occupied  the  chair  of  state  but  for  a 
single  month;  and  the  members  of  his  cabinet  left  it 
under  circumstances  which,  let  me  here  say,  do  them 
the  highest  honor.  I  do  not  enter  upon  the  inquiry 
whether  the  state  of  things  which  they  supposed  to  ex- 
istdid  actuallyexistornot;  but, believing  it  toexist,as 
they  did,  their  resignation  presents  one  of  themostsig- 
nal  examples  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  honors  and  emolu- 
ments of  high  station,  at  great  expense  and  personal 
inconvenience,  and  of  noble  adherence  to  honor  and 
good  faith,  which  the  history  of  any  country  can 
show.  But  I  may  justly  claim,  not  only  on  behalf  of 
the  retiring  secretaries,  but  for  the  whole  whig  party, 
a  stern  adherence  to  principle,  in  utter  disregard  of 
the  spoils  doctrine,  and  of  all  those  baser  motives 
and  considerations  which  address  themselves  to  some 
men  with  so  great  a  power.  I  say,  then,  that  the 
late  extra  session  was  no  time  to  achieve  a  great  and 
extensive  and  difficult  reform  throughout  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government:  a  process  like  that  can  be 
attempted  only  during  a  regular  session  of  congress; 
and  do  not  gentlemen  know  that  it  is  now  in  progress, 
by  the  faithful  hands  to  which  it  has  here  and  else- 
where in  congress  been  committed?  and  that  an  extra- 
ordinary committee  has  been  raised  in  this  body,  in- 
somuch that  to  effect  it  the  senate  has  somewhat  shot 
from  its  usual  and  appropriate  orbit  by  establishing  a 
standing  committee  of  retrenclimeuL'  If  the  honor- 
able senator  from  South  Carolina  took  four  years  to 
bring  down  the  expenses  of  the  war  department, 
when  under  his  own  immediate  superintendence,  I 
may  surely,  with  confidence,  make  my  appeal  to  his 
sense  of  justice  and  liberality  to  allow  us  at  least 
two  years  before  he  reproaches  us  with  a  failure  in  a 
work  so  much  more  extensive. 

I  will  now  say  that,  in  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
fixing  the  annual  average  expenditure  of  this  govern- 
ment at  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars,  from  this 
time  and  for  some  years  to  come,  it  is  not  my  purpose 
to  preclude  any  further  reductions  of  expense  by  the 
dis.niissal  of  useless  officers,  the  abolition  of  useless 
institutions,  and  the  reduction  of  unnecessary  or  ex- 
travagant expenditures.  No  man  is  more  desirous 
than  I  am  of  seeing  this  government  administered  at 
the  smallest  possible  expense  consistent  with  the  du- 
ties entrusted  to  us  in  the  management  of  our  public 
interests  both  at  home  and  abroad.  None  will  re- 
joice more  if  it  shall  be  found  practicable  to  reduce 
our  expenses  to  eighteen,  to  fitteen,  or  even  to  thir- 
teen millions.  None,  I  repeat  it,  will  rejoice  in  such 
a  triumph  of  economy  more  heartily  tlian  I.  None, 
none. 

But  now  allow  me  to  proceed  to  slate  by  what 
process  I  have  reached  the  sum  of  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, as  proposed  in  the  resolution  I  have  offered. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  presented  to  us 
estimates  for  the  current  year,  independent  of  per- 
manent expenses  of  a  million  and  a  half,  amounting 
to  about  twenty-four  and  a  half  millions,  which  may 
be  stated  under  the  following  heads,  viz: 
For  the  civil  list,  foreign  intercoui-se 

and  miscellaneous,  $4,000,987  85 

For  the  war  deparment,  including  all 

branches,  11,717,791  27 

Naval  service,  8,705,579  83 


$24,424,358  95 
And  here  let  me  say  a  single  word  in  defence  of 
the  army.  The  department  of  war  comes  to  us  with 
estimates  for  the  sum  of  $11,717,792  27;  and  those 
who  look  only  on  the  surface  of  things  may  suppose 
that  this  sum  is  extraordinarily  large;  but  there  are 
many  items  in  that  sum.  1  have  before  me  a  state- 
ment going  to  show  that  of  that  sum  only  lour  mil- 
lions are  asked  for  the  military  service  proper — a 
sum  less  than  is  demanded  for  the  naval  service  pro. 
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per,  and  only  double  the  amount  at  which  it  stood 
when  llie  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
left  the  department.  The  sum  was  then  about 
§2,000,000;  it  is  now  not  quite  §4,000,000;  while, 
during  (he  same  period,  the  army  has  been  nearly 
doubled,  besides  the  raising  of  mounted  regiments, 
the  most  expensive  for  that  very  reason  of  any  in  the 
service.  I  think  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, if  he  looks  into  the  subject  in  detail,  will  find 
that  the  cost  of  the  army  is  not  at  this  hour  greater, 
per  man,  than  it  was  when  under  his  own  per 
sonal  administration.  So  I  am  informed;  and  that, 
although  the  pay  has  been  raised  a  dollar  a  month, 
which  has  very  largely  augmented  the  expenditure. 

The  executive  branch  of  the  government  has  sent 
in  estimates  amounting,  in  all,  to  twenty-four  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year,  which,  with  the  million  and  a  half  of  perma- 
nent expenditure,  makes  twenty-six  millions.  How 
much  is  to  be  added  to  that  amount  for  appropriations 
not  yet  estimated,  which  may  be  made  during  the 
session  by  congress,  to  meet  honest  claims,  and  for 
other  objects  of  a  public  nature?  I  remember  one 
item  proposed  by  my  friend  near  me  (Mr.  Mangum) 
for  a  quarter  of  a  million  for  the  building  of  a  steam- 
ship, an  item  not  included  in  the  estimates,  but  for 
which  the  senate  has  already  appropriated:  besides 
which  there  are  various  other  items  which  have  pass- 
ed or  will  pass  during  the  present  session.  When  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury,  he  made,  in  his  communica- 
tions to  congress,  constant  complaints  of  this  very 
practice.  He  well  remembers  that  he  was  ever  com- 
plaining that  the  expenditures  of  govermient  were 
swelled  far  beyond  the  executive  estimates,  by  ap- 
propriations made  by  congress  not  estimated  lor  by 
the  departments.  I  have  calculated  that  we  shall  add 
to  the  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  estimated  for 
the  executive  departments,  or  permanently  required, 
at  least  one  million  and  a  half,  which  would  raise 
the  sum  for  this  year  to  twenty-seven  millions  and  a 
half. 

■  How  then  do  I  propose  to  bring  this  down  to  twen- 
ty-two millions?  I  have,  I  own,  some  fears  that  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  et!'ect  it-,  but  I  hope  that  wc  shall 
so  far  reduce  the  estimates  and  prevent  unnecessary 
appropriations  that  the  total  expenditures  shall  not 
exceed  that  amount.  The  mode  in  which  1  propose 
to  reach  such  a  result  is  this:  I  suppose  we  may  ef- 
fect a  reduction  of  the  civil  list  to  the  amount  of  half 
a  million.  That  general  head  includes,  among  other 
things,  the  expenses  of  the  two  houses,  and,  as  1  have 
heard,  the  other  house  has  already  introduced  are- 
port  which,  if  adopted,  will  cut  down  those  expenses 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  though  1  think  that 
they  should  be^reduced  much  more.  1  estimate,  then, 
three  and  a  half  millions  for  the  civil  list  instead  of 
four  millions;  then  I  estimate  nine  millions  for  the 
war  department  instead  of  §11,717,000.  In  a  conver- 
sation which  1  have  lately  held  with  the  chairman  of 
the  military  committee  of  this  body,  he  expressed  the 
apprehension  that  it  could  not  be  reduced  below  ten 
millions,  but  I  hope  it  may  be  cut  down  to  nine.  As 
to  the  naval  service,  the  estimates  of  the  department 
for  that  branch  of  the  service  amouut  to  §8,707,500; 
an  amount  I  think  far  too  high,  and  indeed  quite  ex- 
travagant. I  was  greatly  astonished  at  learning  the 
amount  was  so  large.  Still  I  know  that  the  navy  is 
the  favorite  of  all,  and  justly:  it  is  the  boast  of  the 
nation,  and  our  great  resource  and  chief  dependence 
in  the  contingency  of  a  war:  no  man  thinks,  for  a  mo- 
ment, of  crippling  or  disabling  this  rigiit  arm  of  our 
defence.  But  I  have  supposed  that  without  injury  the 
appropriation  asked  for  might  be  reduced  from 
8,707,500  to  §6,500,000.  This  would  put  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  naval  on  a  footing  with  that  in  the  milita- 
ry appropriation,  and  still  leave  a  greater  appropria- 
tion than  usual  to  that  department.  The  reduction 
to  six  millions  and  a  half  is  as  large  as  I  think  will 
be  practicable,  if  we  are  to  provide  for  proposed  ex- 
periments in  the  application  of  steam,  and  are,  be- 
sides, to  add  largely  to  the  marine  corps. 

How,  then,  will  the  totalof  our  expenditures  stand? 
We  shall  have — 

For  the  civil  and   diplomatic  expenses 

of  the  government  §3,500,000 

For  the  military  service  9,000,000 

For  the  naval  service.  6,500,000 

For  permanent  appropriations  1,500,000 

For  appropriations  not  included  in  the 
estimates  1,500,000 


Making  an  aggregate  of        §32,000,000 

To  this  amount  I  suppose   and  hope  our  expenses 

may  be  reduced,  until,  on  due  investigation,  it  shall 

be  discovered  that   still   further   reductions  may  be 

effected. 

Well,  then,  having  fixed  the  amount  at  twenty-two 
millions  for  the  ordinary  current  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, I  have  supposed  it  necessary  and  proper  to  add 


two  millions  more  to  make  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  existing  national  debt,  which  is,  in  the  ev(!nt 
of  the  loan  being  taken  up,  seventeen  milliions. — 
And  then  I  go  on  to  add  two  millions  more  as  a  re- 
served fund,  to  meet  contingencies:  so  that,  should 
there  be  a  temporary  rise  of  the  expenditures  beyond 
twenty-two  millions,  or  any  sudden  emergency  should 
occur  which  could  not  be  anticipated  or  calculated 
on,  there  may  be  the  requisite  means  in  the  treasury 
to  meet  it.  Nor  has  there  been  a  single  secretary  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury  since  the  days  of  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, including  the  respectable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  opposite,  (iMr.  WoorBURv),  who  has  not 
held  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  reserved  fund 
is  highly  expedient  and  proper  for  contingencies. — 
Thus  I  propose  that  twenty-two  millions  shall  be  ap- 
propriated for  ordinary  expenses,  two  millions  more 
to  provide  for  the  public  debt,  and  other  two  millions 
a  reserved  fund  to  meet  contingencies;  making  in* all 
twenty-six  millions. 

The  next  inquiry  which  presents  itself  is,  how  this 
amount  ought  to  be  raised?  There  are  two  modes  of 
estimating  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  foreign 
imports,  and  either  of  them  presents  only  ground  for 
a  conjectural  result;  but  so  fluctuating  is  the  course 
of  commerce,  that  every  one  must  see  it  to  be  impos- 
sible to  estimate,  with  precision,  the  exact  amount 
of  what  it  will  yield.  In  forming  my  estimate  I  have 
taken  the  amount  of  exports  as  presenting  the  best 
basis  of  calculation.  But  here  let  me  add,  that  at  the 
treasury  they  have  taken  the  imports  as  the  basis; 
and  I  fam  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that,  I  under- 
stand, on  comparing  the  results  arrived  at,  although 
the  calculations  were  made  without  concert,  those  of 
the  secretary  turn  out  to  be  very  nearly,  if  not  ex- 
actly, the  same  with  those  to  which  I  have  been  con- 
ducted. I  will  here  state  why  it  is  I  have  taken  the 
exports  as  the  ground  of  my  calculations,  adding 
thereto  fifteen  per  cent,  for  pi-otlts.  The  exports  are 
one  means  of  making  foreign  purchases.  Their 
value  is  ascertained  at  the  ports  of  exportation,  un- 
der the  act  of  18:^0,  and  the  returns  generally  present 
the  same  value.  The  price  of  cotton,  as  an  example, 
at  home,  is  always  regulated  by  the  price  in  the  Li- 
verpool market.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  by  taking 
the  value  of  any  commodity  at  the  place  of  its  ex- 
port, you  reach  its  true  value:  for,  if  the  price  rea- 
lized abroad  be  sometimes  above  anil  sometimes  be- 
low that  amount,  the  excess  and  deficiency  will  pro- 
bably neutralize  each  other.  This  is  the  fairest  mode 
for  another  reason:  If  in  any  one  year  more  foreign 
goods  shall  be  purchased  than  the  exportslof  that  year 
would  pay  for,  a  credit  is  created  abroad  which 
must  be  extinguished  by  the  exports  of  some  suc- 
ceeding year. 

[Mr.  BucinNAV  here  inquired  if  any  deduction  had 
been  made  by  Mr.  Cl.\y  from  the  exports,  to  pay  the 
interest,  &c.  on  American  debt  held  abroad.  Mr.  C. 
replied  that  the  senator  would  presently  see  that  he 
had]. 

1  think  the  senate  will  agree  with  me,  in  assuming 
that  the  exports  form  a  more  correct  and  reliable 
standard  of  estimation  than  the  imports;  however 
that  may  be,  the  accidental  coincidence  between  the 
results  arrived  at  in  either  mode  fortifies  and  proves 
the  calculation  itself  to  have  been  founded  in  correct 
principles.  I'hose  results,  as  shown  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  are  now,  I  believe,  in  the  house;  and 
I  regretted  that  I  could  not  examine  them  before  I 
rose  to  address  the  senate. 

I  will  now  show  you  that  the  exports  from  1836  to 
1841,  inclusive,  a  perixjd  of  six  years,  amount  to 
§621,004,125,  being  an  average  annual  amount  of 
§103,500,687.  That  I  take  as  presenting  a  safe 
ground  of  calculations  for  the  future.  To  this  I 
propsse  to  add  fifteen  per  cent,  for  profits — in  which 
I  do  but  follow  Mr.  Ewixc,  the  late  secretary,  in  his 
report  at  the  extra  session.  It  is  certainly  a  great 
profit,  (I  include  of  course  all  expenses  and  charges 
of  every  kind),  and  with  this  addition,  the  annual 
amount  will  be  §118,958,187,  say  119  millions.  De- 
ducting, for  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  Ameri- 
can debt  abroad,  ten  millions  per  annum,  it  will 
leave  a  nett  amount  of  109  millions.  There  can  be 
no  dispute  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a  deduction: 
the  debt  exists:  it  must  be  provided  for;  and  my  fear 
is  that  this  amount  will  prove  too  small  to  meet  it. 
I  think  that  much  more  may  probably  be  needed; 
but  certainly  none  can  object  to  the  reserve  of  ten 
millions.  We  thus  get,  as  I  said,  a  nett  balance 
from  our  annual  exports,  including  profits,  of  109 
millions. 

Of  this  amount  of  importation  how  much  is  now 
free  from  duty?  The  free  goods,  including  tea  and 
coffee,  amount  to  30  millions;  from  which  aniount  I 
deduct  for  tea  and  coifue,  assuming  that  they  will  be 
subjected  to  moderate  duties,  12  millions,  leaving 
the  amount  of  free  articles  at  18  millions:  deduct 
this  from  109  millions,  the  amount  of  exports,  and  it 


will  leave  a  balance  of  91  millions,  which  maybe 
assumed  as  the  amount  of  dutiable  articles  for  some 
years  to  come. 

How,  then,  cut  of  these  90  or  91  millions  ofdutia- 
ble  goods  are  we  to  raise  a  revenue  of  26  millions 
No  man,  I  presume,  will  rise  here  in  his  place  and 
say  that  we  are  to  rely  cither  on  direct  or  internal 
taxes.  Who  has  the  temerity  to  meet  the  waves  of 
popular  indignation  which  will  flow  round  and  bury 
him,  whoever  he  may  be,  that  should  propose,  in 
time  of  peace,  to  raise  a  revenue  by  direct  taxation? 
Yet  this  is  the  only  resource  to  fly  to,  save  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  on  which  I  shall  speak 
presently,  and  which  I  can  convince  any  man  is  not  to 
be  thought  of  You  are,  therefore,  to  draw  this 
amount  of  26  millions  from  the  91  millions  of  dutia- 
ble articles  imported;  and,  to  reach  that  sum,  at 
what  rate  per  cent,  must  you  go? 

I  shall  here  say  nothing,  or  but  a  word  or  two,  on 
the  subject  of  home  valuation — a  subject  which  a 
friend  has  care  of,  (Mr.  Simmons),  than  whom  none 
is  more  competent  to  its  full  elucidation.  He  thinks, 
as  I  understand,  that  there  can  be  devised  a  satisfac- 
tory system  of  such  valuation,  and  1  heartily  wish 
him  success  in  the  attempt.  I  will  only  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  if  we  raise  but  ten  millions,  without 
any  reference  whatever  to  protection,  without  refe- 
rence to  any  thing  but  to  mere  honesty,  however 
small  the  amount  may  be,  we  should  ourselves  as- 
sess the  value  of  the  goods  on  which  we  lay  the  du- 
ty, and  not  leave  the  value  to  be  fixed  by  foreigners. 
As  things  now  stand,  we  lay  the  duty,  but  foreign- 
ers fix  the  value  of  the  goods.  Give  me  but  the 
power  of  fixing  the  value  of  the  goods,  and  I  care 
little,  in  comparison,  what  may  be  the  rate  of  duty 
you  impose.  It  is  evident  that  on  the  ad  valorem 
principle  it  is  the  foreigner  who  virtually  fixes  the 
actual  amount  of  the  duty  paid.  It  is  the  foreigner 
who,  by  fixing  that  value,  virtually  legislates  for 
us;  and  that  in  a  case  where  his  interest  is  directly 
opposed  to  that  of  our  revenue.  I  say,  therefore, 
that  independent  of  all  considerations  of  protection, 
independent  of  all  ends  or  motives  but  the  preven- 
tion of  those  infamous  frauds  which  have  been  the 
disgrace  of  our  custom  house — frauds  in  which  the 
foreigner,  with  his  double  and  triple  and  quadruple 
invoices,  ready  to  be  produced  as  circumstances 
may  require,  fixes  the  value  of  the  merchandise  tax- 
ed—every consideration  of  national  dignity,  justice, 
and  independence  demands  the  substitution  of  home 
valuation  in  the  place  of  foreign.  What  effect  such 
a  change  may  have  in  the  augmentation  of  the  re- 
venue I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  because  I  do  not 
know  the  amount:  I  think  the  rate  may  beset  down 
at  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  percent,  in  addition  to 
the  foreign  value  of  imports.  I  do  not  speak  with 
great  confidence.  If  the  rate  is  twenly-five  per 
then  it  would  add  only  five  per  cent,  to  the  rate  of 
twenty  per  cent,  established  by  the  compromise  act. 
Of  course,  if  I  he  home  be  substituted  for  the  foreign 
valuation,  the  augmentation  of  duties  bcyoud  twenty 
per  cent,  will  be  less  by  that  home  valuation,  what- 
ever it  may  be.  Without,  however,  entering  into 
the  question  of  home  valuation,  and  leaving  that 
subject  to  be  arranged  hereafter,  f  shall  treat  the 
subject  as  if  the  present  system  of  foreign  valua- 
tion is  to  continue. 

1  then  return  to  the  inquiry  on  an  importation 
amounting  to  ninety-one  millions,  hov/  much  duty 
must  be  imposed  in  order  to  raise  a  nett  revenue  of 
twenty-six  millions?  The  question  docs  not  admit 
of  perfect  accuracy;  the  utmost  that  can  be  reached 
is  a  reasonable  approximation.  Suppose  every  one 
of  the  imported  articles  to  he  subject  to  a  duty  of 
thirty  per  cent,  then  the  gross  revenue  will  amount 
to  §27,300,000.  Deducting  the  expenses  of  collec- 
tion, which  may  be- stated  at  §1,600,000,  will  give 
§25,700,000,  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  less 
than  the  proposed  amount  of  twenty-six  millions. 

But  I  might  as  well  take  this  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain a  subject  which  is  not.well  understood.  It  has 
been  supposed,  when  I  propose  to  fix  a  rale  of  ad 
valorem  duty  as  the  maximum  to  be  allowed,  that 
mj  meaning  is.  that  all  articles,  of  every  description, 
are  to  be  carried  up  to  that  point,  and  fixed  at  that 
rate,  as  on  a  sort  of  bed  of  Procrustes.  But  that  is 
not  my  idea.  No  doubt  certain  articles  ought  to  go 
up  to  the  maximum — I  mean  those  of  prime  neces- 
sity belonging  to  the  class  of  protected  articles. 
There  are  others,  such  as  jewelry  and  watches,  and 
some  others  of  small  bulk  and  great  comparative 
value,  and  therefore  easily  smuggled,  and  presenting 
a  great  temptation  to  the  evasion  of  duty,  which 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  less  rate.  There  should, 
therefore,  be  a  discrimination  allowed  under  the 
maxinium  rate  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  re- 
spective circumstances  of  each  particular  interest 
concerned.  Since  it  will  require  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent,  on  all  articles  to  give  the  amount  of  twen- 
ty-five million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
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since  some  of  them  will  not  bear  so  high  a  duty  as 
thirty  ppr  cent,  it  follows  that  less  than  that  rate 
■will  certainly  not  answer  the  necessary  demands  of 
the  government,  and  it  may  in  some  particular  cases 
require  a  rate  somewhat  higher  than  that  in  order  to 
to  raise  the  proposed  sum  of  twenty-six  millions. 
But  as  the  reserved  fund  of  two  millions  for  contin- 
gencies will  not  require  an  annual  revenue  for  that 
purpose,  should  the  amount  of  duties  levied  be  less 
than  twenty-six  millions,  or  even  between  twenty- 
four  and  twenty-five  millions,  the  reserved  fund  may 
be  made  up  by  accumulation,  during  successive 
years,  and  still  leave  an  amount  sulficient  to  meet  an 
annual  expenditure  of  twenty-two  millions  and  tw.) 
millions  fir  the  public  debt. 

I  now  approach  the  consideration  of  a  very  im- 
portant branch  of  the  subject  in  its  connexion  with 
the  compromise  act. 

■  I  shall  not  here  attempt  to  go  again  into  the  histo- 
ry of  that  act.  I  will  only  say  that,  at  the  time  of 
its  passage,  it  was  thought  right  that  the  country 
should  make  a  fair  experiment  of  its  effect;  and  that, 
as  the  law  itself  met  the  approbation  of  all  parts  of 
the  country,  its  provisions  ought  not  lightly  to  be  de- 
parted from;  that  the  principles  of  the  act  should 
be  observed  in  good  faith;  and  that,  if  it  be  necessa- 
ry to  raise  the  duties  higher  than  twenty  per  cent., 
•we  ought  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the  comprOT 
mise,  then,  as  far  as  it  should  be  possible  to  do.  I 
I  have  been  animated,  in  the  propositions  ]  now  offer 
to  the  senate,  by  the  same  desire  that  prompted  me, 
whenever  the  act  has  been  assailed  by  its  opponents, 
to  stand  by  it  and  defend  it. 

But  it  is  necessary  now  to  consider  what  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  compromise  act  really  are. 

I.  The  first  principle  is,  that  there  should  be  a  fix- 
ed rate  of  ad  valorem  duty,  and  discriminations  be- 
low it. 

II.  That  the  excess  of  duty  beyond  twenty  per 
cent,  should,  by  a  gradual  process,  commencing  on 
the  31st  December,  1833,  be  reduced,  so  that  by  the 
30th  June,  1842,  it  should  be  brought  down  to  twen- 
ty per  cent. 

III.  That,  after  that  day,  such  duties  should  be  laid 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  might  be 
necessary  for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
government;  consequently  excluding  all  resort  to  in- 
ternal taxation,  or  to  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands.  For,  contemporaneously  with  the  pendency 
of  the  compromise  act,  a  bill  was  pending  for  the 
distribution  of  those  proceeds. 

IV.  That,  after  the  30th  June,  1842,  all  duties 
should  be  paid  in  ready  money,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  credits. 

V.  That,  after  the  same  day,  the  assessnijent  of 
the  value  of  all  imports  should  be  made  at  home  and 
pot  abroad. 

VI.  That,  after  the  same  day,  a  list  of  articles 
specified  and  enumerated  in  the  act,  should  be  admit- 
ted free  of  duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufactur- 
ing interest. 

These  are  the  principles,  and  all  the  principles,  of 
the  compromise  act.  An  impression  has  been  taken 
up  most  erroneously  that  the  rate  of  duty  was  never 
to  exceed  twenty  per  cent.  There  is  no  such  limi- 
tation in  the  act.  I  admit  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  act,  a  hope  was  entertained  that  a  rate 
of  duty  not  exceeding  twenty  percent,  would  supply 
an  adequate  revenue  toan  economical  administration 
of  the  government.  Then  we  were  threatened  with 
that  overflow  of  revenue  with  which  the  treasury 
was  subsequently  inmidated;  and  the  difficulty  was  to 
find  articles  which  should  be  liberated  from  duty  and 
thrown  into  the  free  class.  Hence,  wines,  silks  and 
other  luxuries  were  rendered  free.  But  the  act,  and 
no  part  of  the  act,  when  fairly  interpreted,  limits 
congress  to  the  iron  rule  of  adhering  forever,  and  un- 
der all  circumstances,  to  a  fixed  and  unalterable  rate 
of  twenty  per  cent.  duty.  The  first  section  is  in  the 
following  words: 

"Be  it  eimctcd,  S(c.  That, from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  im- 
posed on  foreign  imports  by  the  act  of  the  fourteenth 
day  of  July,  one  ihousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  entitled  'an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several 
acts  im|  ojiiig  duties  on  imports,' or  by  any  other  act, 
shall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on  the  value  thereof, 
one-tenth  part  of  such  excess  shall  be  deducted;  from 
and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-live,  and  another  tenth 
part  thereof  shall  be  deducted;  from  and  after  the 
ihirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  another  tenth  part  thereof  shall 
be  deducted;  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  another  tenth  part  thereof  shall  be  deducted; 
and  from  and  alter  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  one  half 
of  the  residue  of  such  excess  shall  be  deducted;  and 


from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  |  Again:  What  has  been  the  fact  from  Ihe  origin  of 
eight  hundred  and  forty-two, the  other  half  thereof]  the  government  until  now?  The  articles  from  which 
shall  be  deducted.''  the  greatest  amount  of  revenue  has  been  drawn,  such 

The  provision  of  that  section  is  nothing  more  nor  as  woollens,  linens,  silks,  cottons,  worsteds,  and  a 
less  than  the  existing  duties  should  be,  by  the  30th  ,  few  others,  have  all  been  taxed  on  the  ad  valorem 
June,  1842,  brought  down  to  twenty  percent.  What  principle,  and  there  has  been  no  difiicnlty  in  the  ope- 
then?  Were  they  ahvays  to  remain  at  that  rate.'  The  ration.  I  believe,  upon  the  whole,  that  it  is  the  best 
section  does  not  so  declare.  Not  only  is  this  not  ex-  mode.  I  believe  that  if  we  adopt  a  fixed  rate  ad  va- 
pected,  and  was  not  so  understood,  but  directly  the!  lorein^  wherever  it  can  be  done,  the  revenue  will  be 


s  asserted,  and  was  so  understood,  if  the 
exigencies  of  the  treasury  required  a  higher  rate  to 
provide  the  revenue  necessary  to  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  government.  The  third  section, 
which  embodies  most  of  the  great  principles  of  the 
act,  is  in  these  words: 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enatted,  That  until  the 
thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two,  the  duties  imposed  by  existing  laws, 
as  modified  by  this  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to 
be  collected.  And,  from  and  after  the  day  last  afore- 
said, all  duties  upon  imports  shall  be  collected  in 
ready  money;  and  all  credits  now  allowed  by  law,  in 
the  payment  of  duties,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
abolished;  and  such  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  such  revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to 
omical  administration  of  the  government;  and, 
from  and  after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  the  duties  re- 
quired to  be  paid  by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
handiso,  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  value  thereof  at 
the  port  where  the  same  shall  be  entered,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law." 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  language?  Can  any 
thing  be  more  explicit  or  less  liable  to  misconcep- 
tion? It  contains  two  obligations.  The  first  is,  that 
there  shall  be  an  economical  administration  of  the 
government:  no  waste,  no  extravagance,  no  squander- 
ing of  the  public  money.  I  admit  this  obligation,  in 
its  fullest  force,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  and'  I 
trust  that  my  friends,  with  or  without  my  aid,  will 
fulfil  it,  in  letter  and  spirit,  with  the  most  perfect 
fulfill.  But  the  second  obligation  is  no  less  binding 
and  imperative;  and  that  is,  that  such  duties  shall  be 
laid  as  may  be  necessary  to  raise  such  revenue  as  is 
requisite  to  an  economical  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  source  of  revenue  is  defined  and 
prescribed— the  foreign  imports,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  sources.  The  amount,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  could  not  be  specified;  but  whatever  it  may 
be,  be  it  large  or  small,  allowing  us  to  come  below, 
or  requiring  that  we  should  go  beyond  twenty  per 
cent,  that  amount  is  to  be  raised. 

I  contend,  therefore,  with  entire  confidence,  that 
it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the 
compromise  act  to  impose  duties  to  any  amount  what- 
ever, thirty,  forty  or  more  per  cent,  subject  to  the 
single  condition  of  an  economical  administration  of 
the  government. 

What  are  the  other  principles  of  the  act?  First, 
there  is  the  principle  that  a  fixed  ad  valorem  duty 
shall  prevail  and  be  in  force  at  all  times.  For  one, 
I  am  willing  to  abide  by  that  principle.  There  are 
certain  vague  notions  afloat  as  to  the  utility  and  ne- 
cessity of  specific  duties  and  discriminations  which  I 
am  persuaded  arise  from  a  want  of  a  right  under- 
standing of  the  subject.  We  have  had  the  ad  valo- 
rem principle  practically  in  force  ever  since  the  com- 
promise act  was  passed;  aud  there  has  been  no  diffi- 
culty in  administering  the  duties  of  the  treasury  on 
that  principle. 

It  was  necessary  first  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
goods,  and  then  to  impose  the  duty  upon  them;  and, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  act  to  this  day,  the 
ad  valorem  principle  has  been  substantially  in  opera- 
tion. Compare  the  difference  between  specific  and 
the  ad  valorem  system  of  duties,  and  I  maintain  that 
the  latter  is  justly  entitled  to  the  preference.  The  one 
principle  declares  that  the  duty  shall  be  paid  upon 
the  real  value  of  the  article  taxed;  the  specific  prin 
ciple  imposes  an  equal  duty  on  articles  greatly  une- 
qual in  value.  Colfee,  fur  example,  (and  it  is  an  ar- 
ticle which  always  suggests  itself  to  my  thoughts),  is 
one  of  the  articles  on  which  a  specific  duty  has  been 
levied.  Now,  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the 
Mocha  coffee  is  worth  at  least  twice  as  much  as  the 
coffee  of  St.  Domingo  or  Cuba,  yet  both  pay  the 
same  duty.  The  tax  has  no  respect  to  the  value, 
but  is  arbitrarily  levied  on  all  articles  of  a  specifii 
kind  alike,  however  various  and  unequal  may  he  thei 
values.  1  say  that,  in  theory,  and  according  to  every 
sound  priuciplc  of  justice,  the  ad  valorem  mode  of 
taxation  is  entitled  to  the  preference.  There  is,  I 
.idmit,  one  objection  to  it:  as  the  value  of  an  article 
is  a  matter  subject  to  opinion,  and  as  opinions  will 
ry,  cither  honesly  or   fraudulently,   there 


ubjected  to  fewer  frauds  than  the  injustice  and 
frauds  incident  to  specific  duties.  One  of  the  most 
prolific  sources  of  the  violation  of  our  revenue  laws 
has  been,  as  every  body  knows,  the  effort  to  get  in 
goods  of  a  finer  quality  and  higher  value  admitted 
under  the  lower  rale  of  duty  required  for  those  of  a 
lower  value.  The  honorable  gentlemen  from  New 
Hampshire  (IVlr.  Wooddukt)  and  the  honorable  se- 
natorfrom  N.  Y.  (Mr.  Wright)  both  well  know  this. 
But  if  the  duty  was  laid  ad  valorem  there  could  be  no 
motive  for  such  an  effort,  and  the  fraud,  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  would  have  no  place.  In  E:igland,  as  all 
who  have  read  the  able  report  made  by  Mr.  Hume, 
a  Scottish  member  in  the  house  of  commons,  must 
perceive,  they  seem  to  be  giving  up  specific  duties, 
and  the  tendency  in  the  public  mind  appears  to  be, 
instead  of  having  a  variety  of  specific  duties  and  a 
variety  of  ad  valorem  duties,  to  have  one  permanent 
fixed  rate  of  duty  for  all  articles.  I  am  willing,  I 
repeat,  to  adhere  to  this  great  principle  as  laid  down 
in  the  compromise  act.  If  there  be  those  who  sup- 
pose that,  under  the  specific  form  of  duty,  a  higher 
degree  of  protection  can  be  secured  than  under  the 
other  mode,  I  would  observe  that  the  actual  measure 
of  protection  does  not  depend  upon  the /onn  but  on 
the  nmoimt  of  the  duty  which  is  levied  on  the  foreign 
rival  article. 

Assuming  that  we  are  to  adhere  to  this  principle, 
then  every  one  of  the  leading  principles  of  the  same 
act  can  be  adhered  to  and  carried  fully  out;  for  I 
again  assert  that  the  idea  that  duties  are  always  to 
remain  at  precisely  twenty  per  cent,  and  never  to 
vary  from  that  point,  be  the  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment what  they  may,  does  not  belong  to  the  language 
of  the  act,  nor  is  it  required  by  any  one  of  its  provi- 
sions. 

The  next  resolution  I  have  proposed  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  senate  is  this: 

"Resolved,  That  the  provision  in  the  act  of  the  ex- 
tra session  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  requiring  the  operation  of  that  act  to  be 
suspended  in  the  contingency  of  a  higher  rate  of  duty 
than  twenty  per  cent,  ought  to  be  repealed. " 

Now,  according  to  the  calculations  I  have  made, 
the  repeal  of  the  clause  in  question  and  the  recall  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  from  the 
states,  even  if  made,  will  not  dispense  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  great  increase  in  the  existing  rate  of  taxa- 
tion. I  have  shown  that  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent, 
will  not  be  too  much  to  furnish  the  requisite  amount 
of  revenue  for  a  just  and  economical  administration 
of  the  government.  And  how  much  of  that  rate  will 
be  reduced  should  you  add  to  the  revenue  from  im- 
ports the  million  and  a  half  (which  was  the  amount 
realized  the  last  year)  derived  from  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic domain?  It  will  be  but  the  difference  between  30 
and  about  28;.  Fur,  since  30  per  cent,  yields  a  re- 
venue of  twenty-six  millions,  one  per  cent,  will  bring 
about  §900,000;  and  every  million  of  dollars  derived 
from  lands  will  reduce  your  taxation  on  imports  only 
§900,000;  if  you  get  a  million  and  a  half  from  the 
lands,  it  will  reduce  the  taxes  only  from  30  to  28^ 
per  cent-;  or  if  you  get  three  millions,  as  some  gen- 
tlemen insist  will  be  the  case,  then  you  will  save 
taxes  in  the  amount  of  the  difference  between  30  per 
cent,  and  about  27  per  cent.  This  will  be  the  whole 
extent  of  benefit  derived  from  this  land  fund,  which 
some  senators  have  supposed  would  be  so  abundant 
as  to  relieve  us  from  all  necessity  of  additional  taxa- 
tion at  all.  I  put  it,  then,  to  every  senator,  no  mat- 
ter whether  he  was  opposed  to  the  laud  bill  or  not, 
whether  he  is  willing,  for  the  sake  of  this  trifling  dif- 
ference, between  30  and  28j  per  cent,  or  between  30 
and  27  per  cent,  to  disturb  a  great  momentous  and 
perplexing  subject  of  our  national  policy,  which  is 
now  settled,  and  thereby  show  such  an  example  of  in- 
stability in  legislation  as  will  be  exhibited  by  the  fact 
of  unsettling  so  great  a  question  within  less  than  eight 
months  after  it  had  been  fixed,  on  the  most  mature 
consideration?  If  gentlemen  can  make  more  out  of 
the  land  fund  than  1  have  here  stated  it  likely  to  yield, 
1  shall  he  glad  to  hear  on  what  ground  they  rest  their 
calculations.  1  say  that  all  the  diflercnce  it  will  pro- 
duce in  the  amount  of  our  increased  taxation  is  the 
difference  between  30  and  2S)  or  between  30  and  27 


some  difficulty  in  preventing  frauds.  But,  with  the  |  per  cent.  Will  you,  I  repeat  the  question,  when  it 
home  valuation  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Ilhodc  is  absolutely  and  confessedly  necessary  that  more 
Island,  (Mr.  Simmon's),  th(^  ad  valorem  system  can  he  1  revenue  shall  be  raised,  and  the  mode  in  which  it 
adopted  with  all  practicable  safety,  and  will  be  liable  I  may  be  done  is  liaui;lit  wilii  "o  in. my  and  so  great 
to  those  chances  only  of  fraud  which  are  iiieviliibic  i  benefits  to  Ihecounliy,  :is  1  shall  prcsL-iitly  show,  will 
under  any  and  every  system.  )  you  disturb  a  great  and  .vexed  national  _qijoftion.f5r.. 
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the  sake  of  eking  out  in  so  trifling  a  degree  tlie 
amount  to  be  raised?  But  let  us  look  at  the  suhject 
in  another  view.  The  resources  on  which  govern- 
ment should  depend  for  paying  the  public  creditor 
and  maintaining  inviolate  the  national  faith  and  cre- 
dit, ought  to  be  such  as  to  admit  of  some  certain  es- 
timate and  calculation.  But  what  possible  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  a  fund  so  fluctuating  and  variable 
as  that  which  is  derivable  from  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.'  We  have  seen  it  rise  to  the  extraordinary 
height  of  twenty-six  millions  in  one  year,  and  in  less 
than  six  years  afterwards  fall  down  to  the  low  amount 
of  one  million  and  a  half! 

The  next  resolution  affirms  a  proposition  which  I 
hope  will  receive  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  se- 
nate.    It  is  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  government,  at  all 
times,  but  more  especially  in  a  season  such  as  now 
exists,  of  general  embarrassment  and  pecuniary  dis- 
tress, to  abolish  all  useless  mstitutions  and  offices,  to 
curtail  all  unnecessary  expenses,  and  to  practise  rigid 
economy." 
'     And  the  seventh  resolution  declares — • 

"That  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress  ought  to  be  greatly  reduced;  and  the 
mileage  of  members  of  congress  ought  to  be  regulat- 
ed and  more  clearly  defined." 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that  the  process  of  retrench- 
ment of  the  public  expenses  and  reform  of  existing 
abuses  ought  to  begin  in  an  especial  manner  here, 
with  ourselves,  in  congress  itself,  where  is  found  one 
of  the  most  extravagant  of  all  the  branches  of  the 
government.  We  should  begin  at  home,  and  encou- 
rage the  work  of  retrenchment  by  our  own  example. 
I  have  before  me  a  document  which  exhibits  the 
gradual  progress  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress  from  1820  to  1840,  embracing 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  divided  into  terms  four 
years  apart,  and  it  shows  that  the  amount  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  has  advanced  from  §86,000  which  it  was 
in  1824,  to  )5191,000  in  1828,  a  rate  of  increase  not 
greater  than  was  proper  considering  the  progress  of 
the  country;  to  $165,000  in  1832;  to  $263,000  in  1836, 
and  in  1840  it  amounted,  under  an  administration 
which  charged  that  in  1824  with  extravagance,  to 
the  enormous  sum  of  $384,333!  I  am  really  sorry, 
for  the  credit  of  congress,  to  be  obliged  to  read  a 
statement  exhibiting  such  shameful,  such  profligate 
waste.  And  allow  me  here  to  say,  without  any  in- 
tention of  being  unkind  to  those  able  and  competent 
officers,  the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  the  clerk*  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  (not  the  present  clerk), 
that  they  ought  to  bear  a  share  of  the  responsibility 
for  the  great  and  sudden  growth  of  this  expenditure. 
How  did  it  arise?  The  clerk  presents  his  estimate  of 
the  sum  that  will  be  necessary,  and  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  being  busily  occupied  in  matters  of 
greater  moment,  take  it  without  sufficient  examina- 
tion, and  insert  it  at  once  in  the  appropriation  bill. 
But  I  insist  that  it  should  be  cut  down  to  a  sum  of 
which  members  of  congress  may  with  some  decency 
speak  to  their  constituents.  A  salutary  reform  has 
been  commenced  in  tlie  house  of  representatives, 
which  ought  to  be  followed  up  here.  They  have  al- 
ready stricken  $100,000  from  the  contingent  fund  for 
both  houses;  but  they  should  go  much  lower.  I  hope 
there  will  be  another  item  of  retrenchment,  in  fixing 
a  reasonable  maximum  amount  to  be  allowed  for  sta- 
tionery furnished  to  the  members  of  congress.  If 
this  shall  be  adopted,  much  will  have  been  done,  for 
this  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  congression- 
al extravagance.  1  am  told  that  the  stationery  fur- 
nished during  the  25th  congress  averages  more  than 
$100  per  head  to  each  member.  Can  any  man  be- 
lieve that  any  such  amount  as  this  can  be  necessary? 
Is  it  not  an  instance  of  profligate  waste  and  profusion? 

My  nest  resolution  is  directed  to  the  expenses  of 
the  judicial  department  of  the  government: 

"Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  judicial  de- 
partment have,  of  late  years,  been  greatly  increased, 
and  ought  to  be  diminished." 

In  this  department,  also,  there  has  been  a  vast  aug- 
mentation of  the  expenses,  and  such  an  one  as  calls 
for  a  thorough  investigation.  7'he  amount  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  judicial  department  has  sprung 
up  from  $209,000,  which  it  was  in  1824,  to  $471,000, 
at  which  it  stood  for  the  year  1840.  Can  any  man 
believe  that  this  has  ail  been  fairly  done?  that  that 
department  actually  requires  the  expenditure  every 
jear  of  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars?  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  district  judges  and  the  marshals,  who 
have  great  control  of  the  expenditure  of  the  iund, 
and  the  clerks,  ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  this 
enormous  increase.  Without  any  intention  to  in- 
dulge in  any   invidious  distinctions,  I  think  I  could 


*I'  is  liiitjusiice  tu  those  officers  to  say  thai  the  niosi 
exiravagaiu  increa-'^e  in  the  conlincrent  expenses  of  con- 
gress is  in  the  article  of  printi'ig.  Sir  which  they  are  not 
reaponsibie- 
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name  a  district  in  which  great  abuses  prevail,  and 
the  expenditures  are  four  or  five  times  greater  than 
they  are  in  any  other  district  throughout  the  country. 
I  hope  this  whole  matter  will  be  thoroughly  investi- 
gated and  that  some  necessary  restraints  will  be  im- 
posed upon  this  branch  of  the  public  service.  I  am 
truly  sorry  that  in  a  branch  of  the  government 
which,  for  its  purity  and  uprightness,  has  ever  been 
distinguished,  and  which  so  well  merils  the  ad  miration 
of  the  whole  country,  there  should  have  occured  so 
discreditable  an  increase  in  the  expenses  of  its  prac- 
tical administration. 

The  next  resolution  asserts — 

"That  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  powers  have  been  unnecessarily 
extended  during  the  last  twelve  years,  and  ought  to 
be  reduced." 

I  will  not  dwell  long  on  this  subject.  I  must  re- 
mark, however,  that  since  the  days  of  Mr.  Adams' 
administration  the  number  of  foreign  ministers  of  the 
first  grade  has  nearly  doubled,  and  that  of  ministers 
of  the  second  grade  has  nearly  tripled.  Why,  we 
have  ministers  abroad  who  are  seeking  for  the  go- 
vernments to  which  they  are  accredited,  and  the  go- 
vernments are  not  to  be  found!  We  have  ministers 
at  Constantinople  and  Vienna — and  for  what'  We 
have  an  unreciprocated  mission  to  Naples — and  for 
what'  There  was  at  the  last  session  an  attempt  to 
abolish  this  appointment,  but  it  unfortunately  failed. 
One  would  think  that  in  such  a  one-sided,  unrecipro- 
cated diplomacy,  if  a  regard  to  economy  did  not 
prompt  us  to  discontinue  the  relation,  national  pride 
would.  In  like  manner,  we  might  look  round  the 
coasts  of  Europe  and  of  this  continent,  and  find  mis- 
sion after  mission  which  there  seems  to  be  no  earthly 
utility  in  retaining.     But  I  forbear. 

On  the  subject  of  mileage,  I  hope  there  may  be  an 
effort  to  equalize  it  justly,  and  render  it  uniform,  and 
that  the  same  allowance  will  be  made  for  the  same 
distance  travelled,  whether  by  land,  by  water,  or  by 
steam  route,  or  whether  the  distance  be  ascertained 
by  horizontal  or  surface  measurement.  I  think  the 
former  the  best  mode,  because  it  limits  us  to  a  single 
and  simple  inquiry,  and  leaves  no  open  door  for  abuses. 
I  hope,  therefore  that  we  shall  adopt  it. 

The  next  resolution  of  the  series  reads  thus: 

"Resolved,  That  the  franking  priviledge  ought  to 
be  further  restricted,  the  abusive  uses  of  it  restrained 
and  punished,  the  postage  on  letters  reduced,  the 
mode  of  estimating  distances  more  clearly  defined  and 
prescribed,  and  a  small  addition  to  postage  made  on 
books,  pamphlets  and  packages  transmitted  by  the 
mail,  to  be  graduated  and  increased  according  to  their 
respective  weights." 

The  franking  privilege  has  been  most  direfully 
abused.  We  have  already  reached  a  point  of  abuse, 
not  to  say  corruption,  though  the  government  has 
been  in  operation  but  about  fifty  years,  which  it  has 
taken  Great  Britain  centuries  to  attain.  Blank  en- 
velopes, I  have  heard  it  said,  ready  franked,  have 
been  enclosed  to  individuals  at  a  distance,  who 
openly  boasted  that  their  correspondence  is  free  of 
charge.  The  limitation  as  to  weight  is  now  extend- 
ed, I  believe,  to  two  ounces.  But  what  of  that  if  a 
man  may  send  under  his  frank  a  thousand  of  these 
two-ounce  packages?  The  limitation  should  be  to  the 
total  weight  included  in  any  single  mail,  whether  the 
packages  be  few  or  many.  The  report  of  the  post- 
master general,  at  a  former  session,  states  the  as- 
tounding fact,  that,  of  the  whole  amount  transported 
in  the  mails,  ninetij-ftveper  cent,  goes  free  of  all  duty, 
and  letters  of  business  and  private  correspondence 
have  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  v/hole.  It  is  mon- 
strous, and  calls  loudly  for  some  provision  to  equa- 
lize the  charge.  The  present  postage  on  letters  is 
enormously  high  in  proportion  to  the  other  business 
of  the  country.  If  you  will  refuse  to  carry  those 
packages,  which  are  now  transmitted  by  mail,  simply 
because,  in  that  mode,  they  can  travel  free  of  cost, 
you  will  greatly  relieve  the  business  interests  of  the 
country,  which  now  bear  nearly  the  whole  burden 
for  all  the  rest.  This  it  is  your  duly  to  do.  Let  us 
throw,  at  least,  a  fair  portion  of  the  burden  on  those 
who  receive,  at  present,  the  whole  of  the  benefit. 
Again.  The  law  is  very  loose  and  uncertain  as  to 
the  estimation  of  distances.  Since  the  introduction 
of  steam-travel,  the  distance  travelled  has,  in  many 
cases,  been  increased,  while  the  lime  consumed  has 
been  shortened.  Take,  as  an  illustration,  a  case  near 
at  hand.  The  nearest  distance  from  here  tu  Fre- 
derick  city,  in  Maryland,  is  forty-four  miles;  but  if 
you  go  hence  to  the  depot  on  the  Baltimore  road,  and 
thence  take  the  train  to  Frederick,  you  arrive  sooner, 
but  the  distance  is  increased  to  one  hundred  miles. 
Now,  as  letters  are  charged  according  to  the  miles 
travelled,  1  hold  it  very  wrong  to  subject  a  letter  to 
this  more  than  double  charge  in  consequence  of  adopt- 
ing a  longer  route  in  distance,  though  a  shorter  in 
time.  Such  cases  ought  to  be  provided  against  by 
specific  rulas. 
J,-!' 'iil  u!    :-if  .  .i<,<ii;5«yoSj  T 


1  come  now  to  the  last  resolution  offered;  which  is 
as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  the  trea-  " 
sury,  of  war,  and  of  the  navy  departments,  and  the  .! 
postmaster  general,  be  severally  directed,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  to  report  what  offices  can  be  abolished, 
and  what  retrenchments  of  public  expenditure  can  be 
made,  without  public  detriment,  in  the  respective 
branches  of  the  public  service  under  their  charge." 

We  all  know  that,  if  the  heads  of  departinenta  •• 
will  not  go  to  work  with  us  honestly  and  faithfully,  : 
in  truth  and  sincerity,  congress,  thus  unaided,  can 
effect  comparatively  but  little.  I  hope  they  will  en- 
ter with  us  on  this  good  work  of  retrenchment  and 
reform.  I  shall  be  the  last  to  express  in  advance  any 
distrust  of  their  upright  intentions  in  this  respect 
The  only  thing  that  alarms  me  is,  that  two  of  these  > 
departments  have  come  to  us  asking  for  appropria-  ' 
tions  far  beyond  any  that  have  heretofore  been  de- 
manded in  lime  of  peace,  and  that  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  fact  of  an  empty  treasury.  But  I  still 
hope,  when  they  shall  see  congress  heartily,  in  ear- 
nest, engaged  in  retrenching  useless  expenditure,  and 
reducing  estimates  that  cannot  be  complied  with,  that 
they  will  boldly  bring  out  to  view  all  abuses  which 
exist  in  their  several  spheres  of  action,  and  let  us 
apply  the  pruning-knife  so  as  to  reduce  the  national 
expenditure  within  .some  proper  and  reasonable 
amount.  At  all  events,  Ihcy  are,  of  course,  most  fa- 
miliar with  the  details  of  the  subject  as  it  relates  to 
their  several  branches  of  the  administration.  Among 
other  items  there  are  several  useless  mints  which 
only  operate  to  waste  the  public  money.  A  friend, 
occupied  in  investigating  this  subject,  lias  told  me  that 
the  mint  in  N.  Orleans  has  already  cost  the  country 
half  a  million  of  dollars  for  getting  ready  to  coin  bul- 
lion not  ye»dag  out  of  the  mine! 

[Mr.  Berrien   here  spoke   across  something  not 
heard  by  the  reporter  in  relation  to  the  mint  at  Dah- 
lonega,  which  excited  much  mirth  in  the  neighboring  • 
part  of  the  chamber.]  ' 

While  every  piece  of  coin  made  by  these  useless 
establishments  could  just  as  well  be  coined  by  the 
central  mini  at  Philadelphia. 

And  now,  having  gone  through  with  all  the  details 
of  this  series  of  resolutions,  which  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  notice,  allow  me,  in  drawing  to  a  conclusion 
of  these  remarks,  to  present  some  of  the  advantages 
which  it  appears  to  me  should  urge  us  to  adopt  the 
system  of  financial  arrangement  contemplated  in  the 
resolutions. 

And  first.  The  government  will,  in  this  way,  se- 
cure to  itself  an  adequate  amount  of  revenue,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  depend  on  temporary  and  disre- 
putable expedients,  and  thus  preserve  the  public  cre- 
dit unsullied — which  I  deem  a  great  advantage  of  the 
plan.  Credit  is  of  incalculable  value,  whether  to  a 
nation  or  an  individual.  England,  proud  England, 
a  country  with  which  we  may  one  day  again  come 
in  conflicl — though  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  I 
cannot  perceive  at  present  the  least  "speck  of  war" 
in  the  political  horizon — owes  hergreatness,  hervast- 
ness  of  power,  pervading  the  habitable  globe,  mainly 
to  her  strict  and  uniform  attention  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  national  credit. 

2.  The  next  thing  recommended  is  retrenchment 
in  the  national  expenditure,  and  greater  economy  in 
the  administration  of  the  government.  And  do  we 
not  owe  it  to  this  bleeding  country,  to  ourselves,  and 
the  unparalleled  condition  of  the  time,  to  exhibit 
to  the  world  a  fixed,  resolute,  and  patriotic  purpose 
to  reduce  the  public  expenditure  to  an  economical 
standard? 

3.  But  a  much  more  important  advantage  than 
either  of  those  I  have  yet  adverted  to  is  to  be  found 
in  the  check  which  the  adoption  of  this  plan  will  im- 
pose on  the  efflux  of  the  precious  metals  from  this 
country  to  foreign  countries.  I  shall  not  now  go  into 
the  causes  by  which  the  country  has  been  brought 
down  from  the  elevated  condition  of  prosperity  it 
once  enjoyed  to  its  present  state  of  general  embar- 
rassment and  distress.  I  think  that  those  causes  are 
as  distinctly  in  my  understanding  and  memory  as  any 
subjects  were  ever  impressed  there;  but  I  have  no 
desire  to  go  into  a  discussion  which  can  only  revive 
the  remembrance  of  unpleasant  topics.  My  purpose, 
my  fixed  purpose  on  this  occasion,  has  been  to  ap- 
peal to  all  gentlemen  on  all  political  sides  of  this 
chamber  to  come  out  and  make  a  sacrifice  of  all 
lesser  diffei'cnces  in  a  patriotic,  generous,  and  gene- 
ral effort  for  the  relief  of  their  country.  I  shall  not 
open  these  bleeding  wounds  which  have,  in  too  many 
instances,  been  inflicted  by  brothers'  hands — espe- 
cially will  I  not  do  so  at  this  time,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion. I  shall  look  merely  at  facts  as  they  are.  Ishall 
not  ask  what  have  been  the  remote  causes  of  the  de- 
pression and  wretchedness  of  our  once  glorious  and 
liappy  country.  I  will  turn  my  view  only  on  causes 
which  are  proximate,  indisputable,  and  immediately 
before  us. 
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One  great,  if  not  sole,  cause  is  to  be  found  in  tlie 
withdrawal  of  coin  from  tile  country  to  pay  debts  ac- 
crued or  accruing  abroad  for  foreign  imports,  or 
debts  contracted  during  former  periods  of  prosperi- 
ty, and  still  hanging  over  the  country.  How  this 
withdrawal  operates  in  practice  is  not  difficult  to  be 
understood.  The  bank?  of  the  country,  when  they 
are  in  a  sound  state,  act  upon  this  coin  as  the  basis 
of  their  circulation  and  discounts;  the  withdrawal  of 
it  not  only  obliges  the  banks  to  withhold  discounts 
and  accommodations,  but  to  draw  in  what  is  due 
from  their  det)tors,  at  the  precise  time  when  they, 
sharing  in  the  general  stricture,  are  least  able  to 
meet  the  calls.  Property  Is  then  thrown  into  the 
market  to  raise  means  to  comply  with  those  demands, 
depression  ensues,  and,  as  is  invariably  the  case 
when  there  is  a  downward  tendency  in  its  value,  it 
falls  belov/  its  real  worth.  But  the  foreign  demand 
for  specie  to  pay  commercial  and  other  public  debt 
operates  directly  upon  the  precious  metals  them- 
selves, which  are  gathered  up  by  bankers  and  bro- 
kers and  others,  obtained  from  these  depositories, 
and  thence  exported.  Thus  this  foreign  demand  has 
a  double  operation,  one  upon  the  banks,  and  through 
them  upon  the  community,  and  the  other  upon  the 
coin  of  the  country.  Gentlemen,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  utterly  deceive  themselves  in  attributing  to 
the  banking  institutions  all  the  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try. T)oubtless  the  erroneous  and  fraudulent  admin- 
istration of  some  of  them  has  occasioned  much  local 
and  individual  distress.  But  this  would  be  tempora- 
ry and  limited,  whilst  the  other  cause — the  continu- 
ed efflux  of  specie  from  the  country — if  not  arrested, 
would  perpetuate  the  distress.  Could  you  annihilate 
every  bank  in  the  Union,  and  burn  every  bank  note, 
and  substitute  in  their  place  a  circulation  of  nothing 
but  the  precious  metals,  as  long  as  such  a  tariti'  con- 
tinues as  now  exists,  two  years  v\'ould  not  elapse  till 
you  would  find  the  imperative  necessity  of  some 
paper  medium  for  conducting  the  domestic  ex- 
changes. 

I  announce  only  an  historical  truth  when  I  declare, 
that  during  and  ever  since  our  colonial  existence, 
necessity  has  given  rise  to  the  existence  of  a  paper 
circulation  of  some  form  in  every  colony  on  this  con- 
tinent; and  there  was  a  perpetual  struggle  between 
the  crown  and  royal  governors  on  one  hand,  and  the 
colonial  legislatures  on  the  other,  on  this  very  sub- 
ject of  paper  money.  No;  if  you  haito-morrow  a 
circulation  consisting  of  nothing  but  the  precious 
metals,  they  would  leave  you  as  the  morning  dew 
leaves  the  fields,  a[id  you  would  be  left  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  devising  a  mode  to  fill  thechasm  produced 
by  their  absence. 

I  am  ready  to  make  one  concession  to  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side.  I  admit  that,  if  the  circula- 
tion were  in  coin  alone,  the  thermometer  of  our 
monetary  fluctuations  would  not  rise  as  high  or  fall 
as  low  as  when  the  circulation  is  of  a  mixed  charac- 
ter, consisting  partly  of  coin  and  partly  of  paper. 
But  then  the  fluctuations  themselves,  within  a  more 
circumsribed  range,  would  be  quite  as  numerous,  and 
they  will  and  must  exist  so  long  as  such  a  taritf  re- 
mains as  forces  the  precious  metals  abroad.  1  again 
repeat  the  assertion  that,  could  you  annihilate  to- 
morrow every  bank  in  the  country,  the  very  same 
description  of  embarrassment,  if  not  in  the  same 
degree,  would  still  be  found  which  now  pervades  our 
country. 

What,  then,  is  to  be  done  to  check  this  foreign 
drain.'  We  have  tried  free  trade.  We  have  had  the 
principles  of  free  trade  operating  on  more  than  half 
the  total  amount  of  our  comforts  for  the  greater  part 
of  nine  years  past.  That  v.  ill  not  do,  we  see.  Do 
let  me  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  senate  the 
period  when  the  protective  system  was  thoughtabout 
to  be  permatiently  established.  What  was  the  great 
argument  then  urged  against  its  establishment'  It 
was  this:  that,  if  duties  were  laid  directly  for  pro- 
tection, then  we  must  resort  to  direct  taxation  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  government — every  body  must 
make  up  their  minds  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation. 
Look  at  the  debate  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
1824,  and  you  will  find  that  that  was  the  point  on 
which  the  great  stress  was  laid.  Well,  it  turned 
out  as  the  friends  of  protection  told  you  it  would. 
We  said  that  such  would  not  be  the  elfcct.  True,  it 
would  diminish  importation,  as  it  did;  but  the  aug- 
mented amount  of  taxes  would  more  then  compen- 
sate for  the  reduced  amount  of  goods.  This  we  told 
you,  and  wo  were  right. 

How  has  free  trade  operated  on  other  great  inter- 
ests? 1  well  remember  that,  ten  years  ago,  one  of 
the  most  gifted  of  the  sons  of  South  Carolina,  (iVlr. 
Hayne,)  after  drawing  a  most  vivid  and  frightful  pic- 
lure  of  the  condition  of  the  South — of  fields  aban- 
doned— houses  dilapidated — overseers  becoming  mas- 
ters, and  masters  overseers — general  stagnation  and 
approaching  ruin — a  picture  which,  I  confess,  filled 
ino  with  disinay— cried  out  to  us,  abolish  your  tariff — 


reduce  your  revenue  to  the  standard  of  an  economi- 
cal government — and  once  more  the  fields  of  South 
Carolina  will  smile  with  beauty — her  enibarrasS' 
menls  will  vanish — commerce  will  return  to  her  har- 
bors, labor  to  her  plantations;  augmented  prices  for 
her  staples,  and  contentment  and  prosperity  and  uni- 
versal happiness  to  her  oppressed  people.  Well,  we 
did  reduce  the  tariff,  and,  after  nine  years  of  pro- 
tection, we  have  had  nine  years  of  a  descending  tariff 
and  of  free  trade.  Nino  years  (from  1S24  to  1833,) 
we  had  the  protective  policy  of  a  high  tariff;  and 
nine  years  (from  1833  to  1S42)  we  have  had  the  full 
operation  of  free  trade  on  more  than  a  moiety  of  the 
whole  amount  of  our  imports,  and  a  descending  tariff 
on  the  residue.  And  what  is  the  condition  of  South 
Carolina  at  this  day?  Has  she  regained  her  lost  pros- 
perity? has  she  recovered  from  the  desolation  and 
ruin  so  confidently  imputed  to  the  existence  of  a 
high  tariff?  I  believe  if  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  could  be  interrogated  here,  and  would  re- 
spond in  candor,  unbiassed  by  the  delusions  engen- 
dered by  a  favorite  but  delusive  theory,  he  .would 
tell  us  that  she  has  not  experienced  the  promised 
prosperity  which  was  dwelt  upon  with  so  much  elo- 
quence by  his  fellow  citizen.  How  is  it  in  regard  to 
the  great  staple  of  the  south?  how  stand  the  prices  of 
cotton  during  these  nine  years  of  the  descending  tariff 
and  the  prevalence  of  free  trade?  How  do  these 
years  compare  with  the  nine  years  of  protection  and 
high  tariff?  Has  the  price  of  cotton  increased,  as 
we  were  told  it  would,  by  the  talented  South  Caro- 
linian? It  has  happened  that  during  the  nine  tariff 
years  the  average  price  of  cotton  was  from  1324  to 
1833  higher  than  during  the  nine  years  of  descend- 
ing tariff  and  free  trade;  and  at  the  instant  1  am 
speaking,  I  understandthatcotton  issellingat  a  lower 
rate  than  has  been  realized  since  the  war  with 
Great  Britain.  ]  know  with  what  tenacity  theorists 
adhere  to  a  favorite  theory,  and  search  out  for  ima- 
ginary causes  of  results  before  their  eyes  and  deny 
the  true.  I  am  not  going  into  the  land  of  abstrac- 
tions and  of  metaphysics.  There  are  two  great, 
leading,  incontestable  facts,  which  gentlemen  must 
admit:  first,  that  a  high  tariff  did  not  put  down  the 
prices  of  staple  commodities;  and,  second,  that  a  low 
tariff  and  free  trade  have  not  been  able  to  save  them 
from  depression.  These  are  the  facts:  let  casuists 
and  theorists,  and  the  advocates  of  a  one-sided  para- 
lytic free  trade,  in  which  we  turn  our  sound  side  to 
the  world,  and  our  blighted  and  paralyzed  and  dead 
side  toward  our  own  people,  make  of  them  what 
they  can.  At  the  very  moment  that  England  is  push- 
ing the  resources  of  Asia,  cultivating  the  fields  of 
India,  and  even  contemplating  the  subsidizing  of  Af- 
rica, for  the  supply  of  her  factories  with  cotton,  and 
when  the  importations  from  India  have  swelled  from 
200,000  bales  to  580,000,  we  are  told  that  there  are 
to  be  no  restrictions  on  free  trade. 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,  and  let  me  entreat 
that  I  may  not  be  misrepresented.  1  am  not  advo- 
cating the  revival  of  a  high  protective  tariff.  I  am 
for  abiding  by  the  principles  of  the  compromise  act; 
1  am  fordoing  what  no  southern  nian  of  a  fair  or  can- 
did mind  has  ever  yet  denied — giving  to  the  country 
a  revenue  which  may  provide  for  the  economical 
wants  of  the  government,  and  at  the  same  time  give 
an  incidental  protection  to  our  home  industry.  If 
there  be  here  a  single  gentleman  who  will  deny  the 
fairness  and  propriety  of  this,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see 
and  hear  who  he  is. 

This  check  on  the  flow  of  specie  abroad,  to  pay 
ither  a  commercial  or  a  public  debt,  will  operate  by 
the  imposition  of  duties  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment— will  keep  the  precious  metals  at  home  to 
a  much  greater  extent  than  is  now  possible.  I  hope 
that  we  shall  learn  to  live  within  our  own  means,  and 
not  remain  so  dependent  as  we  now  are  on  the  mere 
good  pleasure  and  domestic  policy  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. We  go  for  revenue — for  an  amount  of  reve- 
nue a  ,'equate  to  an  economical  administration  of  the 
government.  We  can  get  such  revenue  nowhere  else 
than  from  a  taritf  on  importations.  No  man  in  his 
senses  will  propose  a  resort  to  direct  or  internal 
taxes.  And  this  arrangement  of  the  tariff,  while  it 
answers  this  end,  will  at  the  same  time  operate  as  a. 
check  on  the  elflux  of  the  precious  metals,  and  retain 
what  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  exchange  and 
circulation. 

The  fourth  advantage  attending  the  adoption  of  the 
system  proposed  will  be,  that  the  slates  will  be  left 
in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the  land  fund  secur-! 
ed  to  them  by  the  art  of  the  last  session,  and  which  ' 
was  intended  to  aid  them  in  the  embarrassments  un-1 
der  which  some  of  them  are  now  laboring.  I 

And  the  last  is  that  to  which  1  have  already  ad- 
verted, vi//.  that  It  will  afford,  indirectly,  protection 
to  the  interests  of  .American  industry.  And  the  most 
bitter  and  persevering  opponent  to  the  protective  po- 
licy I  ever  met  with,  has  never  denied  that  it  is  both 
the  right  and   tiie  duty  of  government  so  to  lay  the 


taxes  necessary  to  the  public  service  as  to  afford  in- 
cidental protection  to  our  own  home  industry. 

But  it  is  said  that,  by  the  adoption  of  one  fixed  ar- 
bitrary maximum  of  ad  valorem  duty,  we  shall  not 
derive  that  measure  of  protection  which  is  expected; 
and  I  admit  that  there  may  be  certain  articles,  the 
product  of  the  mechanic  arts — such,  for  example,  as 
shoes,  hats  and  ready  made  clothing,  and  sugar,  iron 
and  paper — some  or  all  of  which  may  not  derive  the 
protection  which  they  need  under  the  plan  I  propose. 
On  that  subject  I  can  only  say,  what  I  said  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  compromise  act,  if  some 
few  articles  shall  not  prove  to  be  sutKciently  protect- 
ed beneath  the  established  maximum  fate,  I  should 
hope  that,  in  the  spirit  of  harmony  and  compromise, 
additional  duties,  above  that  rate,  sufficient  to  afford 
reasonable  protection  to  those  few  articles,  by  gene- 
ral consent,  would  be  imposed.  I  am  not,  at  present, 
prepared  to  say  whether  the  rule  I  have  suggested 
will  afford  adequate  protection  to  these  particular  in- 
terests or  not;  1  fear  it  may  not.  But  if  the  subject 
shall  be  looked  at  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  without 
party  bias  or  local  influences,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  few  articles  alluded  to  are  so  distributed  or  are 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  furnish  the  grounds  of  a  friend- 
ly adjustment.  The  interests  of  the  sugar  of  the 
south  may  then  be  set  against  the  iron  of  the  centre 
and  the  productions  of  the  mechanic  arts,  which,  al- 
though prevailing  everywhere,  are  most  concentrated 
at  the  north.  With  respect  to  these,  v/ilnout  refer- 
ence to  any  general  system  of  protection,  they  have 
been  at  all  times  protected.  And  who  that  has  a 
heart,  or  the  sympathies  of  a  man,  can  say  or  feel 
that  our  hatters,  tailoi's  and  shoemakers,  should  not 
be  protected  against  the  rival  productions  of  other 
countries?  Who  would  say  that  the  shoemaker,  who 
makes  the  shoes  of  his  wife — his  ow^n  wife,  according 
to  the  proverb,  being  the  last  woman  in  the  parish 
that  is  supplied  with  hers — shall  not  be  protected? — 
That  the  tailor,  who  furnishes  him  with  a  new  coat, 
or  the  hatter,  that  makes  him  a  new  hat,  to  go  to 
church,  to  attend  a  wedding  or  christening,  or  to 
visit  his  neighbor,  shall  not  be  adequately  protected? 

Then  there  is  the  essential  article  of  iron — that  is 
a  great  central  interest.  Whether  it  will  require  a 
higher  degree  of  protection  than  it  will  derive  from 
such  a  system  as  1  have  sketched,  I  have  not  sufficient 
information  to  decide;  but  this  I  am  prepared  to  say, 
that  question  willbewith  the  representatives  of  those 
states  which  are  chiefly  interested,  and,  if  their  iron 
is  not  sufficiently  protected,  they  must  take  the  mat- 
ter up  and  make  out  their  ease  to  be  an  exception  to 
the  general  arrangement.  When  1  speak  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  these  states,  I  mean  their  entire  dele- 
gation, without  regard  to  political  denominations  or 
distinctions.  They  must  look  into  the  matter,  and  if 
they  take  it  up  and  bring  forward  their  propositions, 
and  make  out  a  clear  case  of  exception  to  the  general 
rule,  I  shall  be  an  humble  follower  of  their  lead,  but 
I  will  not  myself  take  the  lead  in  any  such  ease.  If 
these  states  want  certain  interests  protected,  they 
must  send  delegates  here  who  are  prepared  to  protect 
them.  Such  a  state  cannot  reasonably  expect  sena- 
tors from  other  states,  having  no  direct,  local,  or  par- 
ticular concern  in  such  interests,  to  force  on  her  the 
protection  of  her  own  interests  against  her  own  will, 
as  that  will  is  officially  expressed  by  her  representa- 
tives in  congress.  1  again  say,  I  am  ready  to  follow, 
but  I  will  not  lead. 

With  me,  from  the  first  moment  I  conceived  the 
idea  of  creating,  at  home,  a  protection  for  the  pro- 
duction of  whatever  is  needed  to  supply  the  wants  of 
man,  up  to  this  moment,  it  has  always  been  purely  a 
question  of  expediency.  I  never  could  comprehend 
the  constitutional  objection  which  to  some  gentlemen 
seems  so  extremely  obvious.  I  could  comprehend, 
to  be  sure,  what  these  gentlemen  mean  to  argue,  but 
1  never  had  the  least  belief  in  the  constitutional  ob- 
jection which  slept  from  1788,  (or,  rather,  which  re- 
verses the  doctrine  of  1780,)  till  it  suddenly  waked 
up  in  1820.  Then,  for  the  first  time  since  the  exist- 
ence of  the  constitution,  was  the  doctrine  advanced 
that  we  could  not  legitimately  afford  any  protection 
to  our  own  home  industry  against  foreign  and  adverse 
industry.  1  say  that  with  me  it  always  was  a  ques- 
tion of  expediency  only.  If  the  nation  does  not 
want  protection  I  certainly  never  would  vote  to  force 
it  upon  the  nation:  but,  viewing  it  as  a  question  of 
expediency  wholly,  I  have  not  hesitated  heretofore, 
on  the  broad  and  comprehensive  ground  of  expedi- 
ency, to  give  my  assent  to  all  suitable  measures  pro- 
posed with  a  view  to  that  end. 

The  senate  will  perceive  that  I  have  forborne  to  go 
into  detail,  especially  in  regard  to  the  urgency  of  re- 
form and  retrenchment,  with  one  or  two  exceptions. 
I  have  presented  to  it  a  system  of  ludicy  embodied  in 
these  resolutions  containing  those  grciit  principles  iu 
which  1  believe  that  the  interest,  prosperity,  and 
happiness  of  the  country  are  deeply  involved — prin- 
ciples  the   adoption   of  which  alone  can   place   the 
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finances  of  the  government  upon  a  respectable  foot- 
ing, and  free  us  iVom  a  condition  of  servile  depend- 
ence on  the  lc;;i.siation  of  foreign  nations.  I  liave 
persuaded  mjfeit"  that  t!:e  system  now  hrau^ht  for- 
ward will  bs  mt  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  of  patriot- 
ism, and  in  llic  hope  that  whatever  maj  have  been 
the  dift'erences  in  the  senate  in  days  past,  we  have 
now  reached  a  period  in  wliich  we  forget  our  preju- 
dices and  agree  to  bury  our  transient  animosities 
deep  at  the  loot  of  the  altar  of  our  common  country, 
and  come  togetlier  as  an  assemblage  of  friends  and 
brothers  and  compatriots  met  in  common  consultation 
to  devise  the  best  mode  of  relieving  the  public  dis- 
tress. It  is  in  this  spirit  that  1  have  brought  forward 
my  proposed  plan;  and  I  trust  in  God — invoking  as  I 
humbly  do  the  aid  and  blessing  of  his  Providence — 
that  the  senators,  on  all  sides  of  the  chamber,  will 
lay  aside  all  party  feelings,  and  more  especially  that 
habitual  suspicion  to  which  we  are  all  more  or  less 
prone,  (and  from  which  I  profess  not  to  be  exempted 
more  than  other  men),  that  impels  us  to  reject  with- 
out examination,  and  to  distrust  whatever  proceeds 
from  a  quarter  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  opposing. 
Let  us  lay  aside  prejudice:  let  us  look  at  the  distresses 
of  our  country,  and  these  alone.  I  trust  that  in  this 
spirit  we  shall  examine  these  resolutions,  and  decide 
upon  them  according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  con- 
sciences, and  in  a  pure  and  patriotic  regard  to  the 
■welfare  of  our  country. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH   CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

IVIarcii  10.  The  pnsidtnt  of  the  senate  laid  be- 
fore the  body  a  communication  from  the  navy  de- 
partment, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  calling  for  the  number  of  appointments  made 
by  that  department  since  4th  March,  1841. 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  showing  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  military  establishment  for  the  year 
1841. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Wiskonsan, 
asking  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title,  and  the 
removal  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced,  on  leave,  a  bill  to  indemnify 
Major  General  Jackson  for  losses  sustained  by  him 
in  the  discharge  of  his  ofEcia!  duty. 

This  bill  having  been  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title,  Mr.  Linn  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee 
on  claims. 

Mr.  Graham  suggested  that  the  appropriate  refer- 
ence would  be  the  judiciary  committee. 

The  question  was  taken  on  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee of  claims;  and  the  vote  stood  for  the  reference 
12,  against  it  16. 

Mr.  Linn  then  yielded  the  point,  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to  grant 
preemption  rights,"  approved  September  4,  1841; 
■when  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
McRoberls,  who  yesterday  addressed  the  senate  at 
length  upon  the  proposed  amendments.  Mr.  J\Ic- 
Roberts  had  attacked  the  propositions  in  the  land  bill 
which  Mr.  Smilh  showed  by  the  record  were  moved 
and  sustained,  not  by  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, but  by  its  opponents,  and  having  closed,  the  bill 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  pro&eded  to  the  discussion  of  the 
special  order,  being  the  retrenchment  and  tariff  reso- 
lutions; when  IMr.  Woodbury,  rose  and  addressed  the 
senate  at  considerable  length,  affirming  part  of  the 
resolutions,  and  denying  the  validity  of  others;  and 
contending  that  it  was  nrst  necessary  to  have  all  the 
reports  on  retrenchment  before  fixing  the  sum  on 
which  the  government  was  to  be  administered. 

Mr.  Simmons  rose  to  reply,  but  the  hour  being  late 
the  subject  was  postponed. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tidtmndge,  the  senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

March  11.     The  president  laid  before  the  body  a 

communication  from  the  navy  department,  in  com- 

'  pliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  stating 

'  that  a  suitable  agent  had  been  selected  to  procure 

■    American  water-rotted  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  navy, 

and  suggesting  further  legislation  on  the  subject. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

Mr.  Wright,  {vom  the  sureties  |of  Samuel  Swart- 
■wout,  late  collector  of  New  York,  asking  to  be  al- 
"    lowed  to  compromise  with  the  government. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
dalphia,  asking  government  to  refund  the  amount  of 
the  fine  imposed  on  Major  General  Jackson.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  took  great  pleasure  in  presenting  the  me- 
morial to  the  body. 


Also,  from  manufacturers  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Gomnlainjng  of  the  effects  of  the  o.ompramise 
aC,  and  iiiiiirKing  the  present  evils  to  that  act,  and 
askiiig  that  protection  may  be  extended  to  home  in- 
dustry. 

Also,  two  other  memorials,  asking  for  protection 
on  mannractures. 

Mr.  Bcn-icn,  from  the  committee  on  the  judioiary, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  furnishing  of  full 
reports  of  the  supreme  court. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  retrenchment  and  tariff 
resolutions,  &,c.  when  Mr.  Simmons  rose  and  address- 
ed (he  senate  at  great  length,  chiefly  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Messrs.  Wright  and  Woodiury  of  a  pre- 
vious day.  In  the  course  of  his  observations,  he  al- 
luded to  the  necessity  that  existed  to  protect  the 
home  industry  of  the  country,  maintaining  that  as  that 
was  done,  so  would  the  prosperity  of  the  country  be 
enhanced,  and  after  some  incidental  remarks  from 
Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Woodbury,  the  senate  went  into 
executive  session,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  14.  Mr.  Clay  presented  the  following 
memorial  from  Mrs.  Margaret  Blennerhassett,  the 
wido^v  of  Mr.  Herman  Blennerhassett,  who  some 
years  since  lived  on  an  island  in  the  Ohio  river  bear- 
ing his  name,  and  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
connected  with  the  famous  enterprise  of  Col.  Burr, 
m  1805  or  1806.  This  lady,  whom  he  saw  with  her 
husband  in  180.5  as  they  passed  through  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  was  at  that  time  the  most  beautiful  and 
accomplished  of  her  sex.  She  was  an  Irish  lady, 
and,  besides  her  personal  merits,  had  the  advantage 
of  being  connected  with  the  Emmetts  of  Ireland. 
Her  husband  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and  emi- 
nence, and,  from  his  natural  disposition,  was  wholly 
unfit  for  the  transactions  with  which  he  was  charged 
in  connection  with  Col.  Burr.  Mr.  Blennerhassett 
and  family  were  broken  up  and  driven  from  their 
home;  and  the  island,  which  had  been  beautified  and 
adorned  by  them,  he  (Mr.  Clay)  saw,  for  the  first 
time,  in  the  spring  of  1807,  which  then  exhibited 
some  remains  of  beauty,  ornamental  grounds,  and 
gravelled  walks,  shrubbery,  and  flowers;  and  the 
house  and  every  thing  around  it  betokened  taste  and 
elegance,  but  at  the  same  time  bore  testimony  of  di- 
lapidation. It  appeared,  according  to  the  petition, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  charge  of  a  connection  of 
Blennerhassett  with  Burr,  a  military  force  of  from 
50  to  100  men  took  possession  of  the  island;  and  it 
was  proved  by  the  testimony  of  Morgan  Neville  and 
William  Robinson,  who  were  young  men  of  good 
character,  and  whom  Col.  Burr  induced  to  engage 
in  his  enterprise,  that  the  soldiery  seized  all  the 
stores  which  had  been  laid  up  for  the  family,  and 
also  injured  the  island  to  a  very  great  extent.  This 
lady,  the  petitioner,  was  in  extreme  indigence,  and 
had'  come  from  Ireland  lately  and  was  now  residing 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  she  was  supported 
by  the  charity  of  her  countrymen.  She  had  a  son, 
but  he  was  wholly  helpless,  and  was  incapable  of 
rendering  her  any  assistance.  She  bad  foreborne  to 
present  this  claim  because  of  the  prejudice  she  sup- 
posed to  exist  against  her  husband,  who  died  several 
years  since  in  a  foreign  land.  She  had  now  come 
forward  and  brought  her  claim,  which  was  founded 
on  the  depredations  committed  upon  her  property  on 
the  island.  For  these  injuries  she  was  entitled  to 
the  redress  of  the  government;  and  the  only  difficul- 
ty would  be  as  to  the  amount  to  which  she  should  be 
indemnified.  After  the  delay  which  had  occurred, 
and  the  injury  inflicted,  and  taking  into  view  the 
condition  of  the  petitioner,  he  hoped  that  his  friends 
who  had  the  charge  of  claims  would  take  up  this 
case,  and,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  do  ample  jus- 
tice to  this  suffering  lady. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  proceedingsof  a  large 
and  respectable  meeting,  without  distinction  of  party, 
held  in  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  they  state 
that  a  remedy  for  the  existing  evils  consists,  not  so 
much  in  the  establishment  of  a  board  of  exchequer,  a 
national  bank,  an  independent  treasury,  or  the  com 
pulsion  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  as  in  a  judi- 
cious tariff. 

Also,  two  petitions  from  Pennsylvania,  asking  pro- 
tection for  the  iron  interest,  and  a  petition  from  the 
county  of  York,  in  the  same  state,  adverse  to  the 
compromise  act,  and  praying  for  a  revision  of  the 
tariff;  also,  two  memorials  from  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  asking  congress  to  refund  the  fine 
imposed  upon  General  Jackson  in  1815  by  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Louisiana.  The  memorialists  observe 
that  "the  shadows  of  the  grave  are  fast  gathering 
their  curtains  around  him;  yet  ere  they  shall  hide 
him  from  the  view  of  the  country  for  which  he  so 
generously  risked  all  that  was  dear  to  him  in  life,  we 
would  most  earnestly  call  on  you  to  remove  the  stain 
from  the  bright  escutcheon  of  his  glorious  fame. 
Let  not  its  painful  remembrance  sadden  the  last  mo- 


ments of  the  departing  patriot,  or  throw  its  blight  on 
the  Innrels  won  by  his  devoted  heroism.  Shall  the 
venerable  head  whose  locks  have  been  whitened  in 
the  storm  thai  periled  his  country's  safety,  sink  into 
the  cold  tomb  ere  your  records  declare  him  innocent 
of  snot  or  stain — whose  n^me,  like  that  of  our  first 
political  savior,  will  he  held  as  a  talisman  to  our  la 
test  posterity?  Forbid  it,  American  honor — forbid  it, 
American  gratitude." 

Mr.  TuUmadge,  from  citizens  of  Vermont,  asking 
congress  to  adopt  the  exchequer  plan  with  such  mo- 
difications as  they  may  think  proper  to  make.  The 
memorialists  represent  themselves  as  belonging  to 
both  parties  which  now  divide  the  country,  and  some 
of  them  state  that  they  have  heretofore  voted  for  a 
national  bank,  and  others  that  they  have  advocated 
the  independent  treasury;  and  they  pray  that,  as  a 
measure  of  relief  to  the  country,  congress  will  adopt 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

Also,  from  Chemung  county,  New  York,  praying 
congress  to  take  suitable  measures  for  the  establish- 
ment either  of  ahighcourtof  nations  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  all  national  disputes  without  a  resort  to  the 
sword,  or  that  the  government  will,  in  all  its  treaties 
with  other  nations,  secure  the  insertion  of  an  article 
to  accomplish  this  peaceful  object. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  a  memorial  from  Henry 
county,  Indiana,  remonstrating  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  Onondaga,  New  York,  praying 
congress  to  pass  a  law  to  reduce  the  per  diem  of  mem- 
bers of  congress  to  five  dollars. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  minor  business  the 
senate  adjourned. 

March  15.  A  number  of  reports  were  presented 
from  committees — principally  on  private  claims. 

Mr.  Huntington  presented  four  memorials  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Connecticut,  all  very  numerously  and 
respectably  signed  by  persons  in  all  the  various  occu- 
pations in  life,  asking  that  such  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  be  made  as  will  secure  to  all  the  branches  of 
American  industry  adequate  protection. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Allen  on  the  17th 
January  last,  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury for  information  and  his  opinion  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  recalling  to  the  aid  of  the  treasury  the  money 
directed  under  the  distribution  act  to  be  distributed 
to  the  states — was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  A.  addressed 
the  senate  thereon  until  the  special  order  of  the  day 
was  announced,  when  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resoiutions  proposed  by  Mr. 
Clay  relating  to  retrenchment,  the  tariff,  &c. 

Mr.  Miller  rose  and  delivered  his  views  at  very  con- 
siderable length  in  lavor  of  all  the  leading  points  of 
tile  resolutions. 

The  following  house  bills  were  then  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  judge  of  the  district  court 
for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania  to  hold  a  spe- 
cial session,  and  the  bill  to  enable  the  U.  States  courts 
of  Pennsylvania  to  select  jurors. 

Tlie  bill  from  the  house,  entitled  "an  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  selling  the  lands  granted  to  the  Kentucky 
incorporated  asylum  for  tiie  deaf  and  dumb,"  was 
read  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  16.  After  the  presentation  of  some  peti- 
tions in  favor  of  protection  to  the  iron  interest,  and 
one  or.  two  reports  on  private  cases,  the  senate  took 
up  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Snow  and  Thank- 
ful Reynolds  and  ordered  them  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Calhoun  occupied  the  floor  on  the  retrench- 
ment and  tariff  resolutions  until  near  four  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

T.iuKSDAV,  March  10.  Mr.  Fillmm-e,  of  N.  Y., 
moved  that  the  house  be  resolved  into  committee  of 
the  whole  for  tlie  purpose  of  considering  the  question 
which  has  now  been  pending  in  the  house  for  five 
weeks  past.  No  opposition  was  made,  and  Mr.  Biiggs, 
of  Massachusetts,  resumed  the  chair  in  committee. 

Mr.  Gentry,  of  Tennessee,  ■was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
Mr.  G.  was  in  favor  of  the  reforms  which  had  been 
proposed.  The  whigs  were  pledged  to  them,  and  he 
wished  to  see  them  enforced.  He  thought  that  if  the 
house  waited  for  the  action  of  the  executive  in  these 
matters,  they  would  wait  in  vain.  He  was  not  only 
for  talking  about  abuses,  but  for  having  them  correct- 
ed. Mr.  G.  said  he  was  for  having  all  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  stricken  from,  the  bill.  He  would 
then  consent  that  the  bill  should  pass,  and  he  would 
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then  have  the  continsent  expenses  referred  to  the 
commiUee  of  Ihe  whole,  and  there  debated. 

Mr.  n'i«  said  he  would  consent  to  have  all  these 
matters  referred  to  a  select  committee  for  investiga- 
tion. 

jVIr.  Gentry  was  gratified  at  tliis,  and  was  proceed- 
ing to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Vf'ise,  when  the 
chair  called  the  member  from  Tennessee  to  order  for 
irrelevancy. 

Mr.  Cmliing,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  favor  of 
bringing  the  committee  to  some  result  in  reference  to 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
say  any  thing  which  would  prolong  the  debate.  He 
wished  that  the  house  might  be  brought  to  a  vote 
upon  the  bill.  He  wanted  a  vote.  He  would  com- 
promise with  gentlemen,  and  if  they  think  proper  to 
divide  the  contingencies  from  the  salaries  and  to 
make  tv/o  bills  of  the  one  under  consideration,  he  had 
no  objection.  The  question  under  consideration  was 
not  who  were  the  peculiar  friends  and  peculiar  ene- 
mies of  the  executive,  but  whether  congress  would 
or  would  not  execute  its  trust  to  the  United  States. — 
It  was  complained  here  that  the  president  had  a  press 
of  which  he  should  be  dispossessed,  and  yet  congress 
had  its  printer  and  its  press,  and  no  one  thought  of 
dispossessing  congress  of  them. 

Mr.  biddings  concurred  with  gentlemen  that  a  vast 
saving  might  be  made  in  these  contingencies,  and  he 
was  ready  to  co-operate  heart  and  hand  in  this  object. 
His  object  in  addressing  the  committee  was  to  call 
attention  to  some  small  items  charged  in  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  state  department  during  the  last 
congress.  At  the  183d  page  of  the  blue  book,  under 
the  head  of  "Miscellaneous,"  the  state  departmsnt 
had  charged  to  the  general  fund  of  government  two 
or  three  times  for  pay  for  advertising  compensation 
for  slaves.  He  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  if  he  could  explain 
this  item.  | 

Mr.  Giddings  said  that  on  having  his  attention  [ 
drawn  to  this  item,  he  had  called  at  the  state  depart-  [ 
ment,  and  made  inquiry  about  it,  where  he  had  been  i 
informed  that  it  was  for  advertisements  giving  notice  | 
to  owners  of  slaves  on  board  the  Comet  and  Encomi- 
um that  the  compensation  for  them  had  been  received  , 
from  the  British  Government  at  the  state  department.  1 
Mr.  G.  charged  this  appropriation  as  being  a  viola-  : 
tron  of  the  fundamental  spirit  of  the.  constitution  it-  j 
self,  as  understood  at  the  time  of  its  adoption  by  I 
the  different  states  in  the  formation  of  this  federal  I 
government.  And,  for  the  purpose  of  making  him- 
self understood,  it  became  necessary  to  look  back  at 
the  circumstances  of  the  different  states  at  the  time 
of  the  formation  of  the  constitution — at  how  the  dif- 
ferent states  stood  in  relation  to  each  other,  and  what 
were  the  different  views  entertained  on  the  subject  of 
slavery.  He  briefly  glanced  at  the  measures  that  had 
tlien  been  taken  by  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Vermont,  severally,  in  relation  to  the 
emancipation  of  their  slaves.  He  held  that  to  take 
the  funds  of  the  nation  to  appropriate,  in  any  respect, 
to  aid  in  the  recapture  of  fugitive  slaves  is  unconsti- 
tutional; and  he  assigned  as  his  reasons  that  this  sub- 
ject was  never  delegated  by  the  several  states  to  the 
general  government.  The  several  states  of  this  union 
had  never  consented  to  grant  any  power  to  the  fede- 
ral government  by  which  it  was  to  maintain,  support, 
or  abolish  slavery  in  any  state — by  which  it  was  to 
support  it  by  the  appropriation  of  one  dollar.  He 
was  proceeding  to  illustrate  this  position  by  refer- 
ence to  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  when — 
Mr.  Tiiplett  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
Some  discussion  on  points  of  order  and  confusion 
ensuing,  Mr.  G.  brought  his  remarks  to  a  conclusion; 
ho  said  his  object  was  to  perform  a  duty  which  had 
been  conferred  on  him  by  ten  thousand  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates,  who  had  sent  petitions  to  him 
solemnly  remonstrating  against  this  violation  of  their 
rights.  His  constituents  most  solemnly  protested 
against  taxation  of  this  kind.  They  had  sent  their 
petitions  here  against  it,  and,  while  this  house  refus- 
ed to  receive  them,  or  to  hear  their  representative, 
he  had  now  discharged  his  duty  to  them.  He  was 
mistaken  in  the  Lex  Pariiamenlaria  which  governed 
this  house.  He  had  supposed  that  they  who  were 
solemnly  called  here  under  oath  to  give  their  voles 
might  assign  their  reasons  for  the  unconstitutionality 
of  measures.  Inasmuch  as  he  was  mistaken  in  it, 
and,  as  he  had  discharged  his  duly  in  attempting  to 
present  the  views  of  the  petitioners  and  his  own,  pro- 
testing against  this  decision,  he  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Wise  now  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  Mr. 
Carullirrs  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  15th 
item  and  the  proviso  annexed  thereto. 

Mr.  Eiirir/t  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from 
S35,000  to  JliJ.SUO.  Decided  allirmatively  68  to  «(i. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Carullurs  was  then  decided,  tj7 
yeas  to  54  nays. 

Ho  the  whole  clause  appropriating  for  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  slate  department  was  stricken  out. 


A  motion  was  now  made  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Frid.w  March  11.  Mr.  If  isc  asked  leave  to  offer 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for  infor- 
mation: 

liesoleed.  That  a  select  cnmmiuee  be  appointed,  whose 
duly  il  shall  he  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expe- 
diency and  propriety  of  separatins;  die  patronage  of  the 
government  from  the  private  and  political  press  of  the 
country,  and  upon  ihe  best  and  most  efficient  and  eco- 
nomical mode  of  effeciin!?  that  oitject. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  re- 
ceived, and,  without  division  or  debate,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  committee  was  order- 
ed to  consist  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Ingersolt  introduced  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
hill  lo  provide  for  the  selection  and  return  of  juries  for 
the  courts  of  the  United  Slates  in  any  of  the  stales 
wliere  they  have  not  been  able  to  conforiu  the  designa- 
lion  and  empannellins  in  aubsiance  to  the  local  laws 
and  u.sages 

And,  without  debate  or  division,  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Briggs,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  government  for  the  year  1842.  And  the  follow- 
ing item  being  under  consideration: 

"No.  17.  For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  including  fuel,  labor,  oil,  and  repairs, 
$.3,350"— 

The  same  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Carutliers,  and  in 
pursuance  of  notice  to  that  effect  given  yesterday  by 
him  in   relation  to  all  contingent  items,  stricken  out. 

"Item  No.  IS.  For  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  $6,000,"  was  passed  over  without  amend- 
ment. 

"Item  No.  19.  For  compensation  lo  clerks  and 
messengers  in  his  office,  §20,000." 

Mr.  McKenn  moved  lo  amend  it  by  striking  out  the 
sum  of  "20,000,"  and  inserting"$14,000."  Mr.  Ar- 
nold submitted  that  the  question  simply  was,  whether 
we  should  pay  the  clerks  what  was  due  them.  The 
question  being  taken,  Mr.  McKeon's  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  following  items  were  passed  over  without 
debate: 

"No.  20.  For  the  salary  of  the  first  comptroller 
and  Ihe  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messengers 
in  his  oflice,  $22,600." 

"No.  21.  For  the  salary  of  the  second  comptroller 
and  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messengers 
in  his  office,  $15,250." 

The  following  item  being  under  consideration: 

"No.  22.  For  the  salary  of  the  first  auditor  and 
(he  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messengers  in 
his  office,  $18,900"— 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  that  it  be  stricken  out. 

Debating  and  discussion  thereupon  ensued  until  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed progress,  and  the  house  adjourned 

Saturday  March  12.  Mr.  FiUi 
reported   from   the  committee 
amendments  to  the  loan  bill,  which  (without  be 
read)  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

T  "  

the  motion  lo  print  the   report  (in  part) 

former  day  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  dc' 


suspended  on  the  last  petition  day;)  and  they  were 
presented  by  a  :iumber  of  membei-s:  amongst  which, 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson  presented  five  petitions  praying  the 
suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  la\»,  and 
offered  a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  lo  report  a  bill  suspending  the  operation 
thereof  until  the  4th  of  March,  1843. 

On  this  the  previous  question  was  called  but  not 
sustained.     It  lies  over  for  debate. 

Mr.  Tumey  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reponini-  a  bill 
authorising  the  legislalure  of  Tennessee  to  sell  the  lands 
set  apart  for  ihe  use  of  schools  in  said  .state. 

Mr.  Sprigg  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be,  and 
ihev  ore  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  brinaineiii  a  bill  to  allow  of  advances  beiny  made 
from  the  treasury  to  such  persons  as  may  contrnct  with 
the  navy  deportment  to  supply  ihe  department  with  wa- 
ler-rolted  hemp  for  nnvti]  pirposes, 

Mr.  Andrews  asked  leave  lo  offer  a  resolution 
granting  the  use  of  the  hall  on  Wednesday  evening 
to  the  colonization  society.     Mr.  Snyder  objected. 

Mr.  Tripldt  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreijn  affairs  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  inquire  and  lepori  to 
this  house  if  Cornelius  P  Van  Ness,  formerly  minister 
to  Spain  from  the  United  States,  has  or  has  not  received 
a  largi^r  amount  of  money  than  he  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive liy  law,  and  what  steps,  if  any,  are  necessary  to 
rpcover  back  the  monev  so  improperly  paid.  And  ihat 
the  leiiers  of  the  hon.  Richard  Hawes  "f  1st  and  30ih 
March,  1841,  and  the  reply  of  .said  C.  P.  Van  Ness,  be 
referred  to  the  said  comniiitee. 

Mr.  Habersham,  on  leave  given,  introduced  a  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted,  calling  for  information 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a  custom  house  in  the  city 
of  Savannah,  Georgia,  authorized  in  1820. 

Mr.  Campbell,  on  leave  given,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowin.g  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  comniiuee  on  eleciions  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
fjr  iiiiirurmitv  in  elections  fur  represeniaiives  of  congress 
by  the  esiahlisliment  of  the  district  system  throughout 
die  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Sfuiirf,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a  convention  of  ironmasters  of  Virginia,  held  in 
Lexington,  Virginia,  in  June,  1841,  and  the  memo- 
rial of  a  committee  of  that  body,  praying  an  increase 
of  duties  on  iron  imported  from  foreign  countries. 
Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed.  Mr. 
C.  J.  Ingersotl  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  92,  nays  68. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  offered  llie  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  lie  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
jiidicinry  to  consider  the  expediency  of  authorising  by 
law  a  ■--pecinl  session  of  the  district  court  of  the  eastern 
di,-lrici  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Barnard  presented  a  petition  from  33  citizens 
of  Williamsburg,  King's  county.  New  York,  which, 
he  slated,  from  the  appearance  of  the  signatures,  he 


,,  1  ■  could  not  doubt  was  signed  by  persons  of  respecta- 

Umore,  on  leave  given  j  ^j,.      ^„j  e,juea,ion.     The  autographs  would  com- 
of  ways  and  means, :  p^,.^-'  f^^-^rably  with  those   attached   to  the  declara- 
tion of  independence.     He  was  sorry  Ihal  such  sig- 

„.  ,  ,  ,,  I       1     •         .     I    I  natures  had  been  set  to  the  prayer  contained  in  this 

T.  he  sjyeaker  announced  the  regular   business  to  be  i  ng.;.:,,,, 

emotion  lo  print  the    report  (in  part)  made  on  a  j  "  *  r     \.    ■  .       n- 

,„rmer  day  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  de-       The  petitioners  set  forth,  in  a  very  intelligent  man- 

claring  it  inexpedient  to  amend  the  bankrupt  law  so  as    ncr,  a  variety  of  grievances   as  wrongs  suffered  by 

lo  include  associations  and  corporations  issuing  notes  ,  "ie.  north  for  a  long  series   of  yeai-s,  al  the  hands  of 

or  bills  for  circulation  as  money.  this  house  and  of  this  government,  which  they  spe- 

Mr.  Roosevelt  was  entitled  to  the  floor.  He  wasicify;  among  them  particularly  the  wrong  done  by 
understood  to  express  his  desire  that  the  arrange- '  "le  adoption  of  the  rule  of  the  house,  and  by  which 
mciit  entered  into  yesterday  between  the  gentleman  "le  sacred  right  of  petition  has  been  sacrificed, 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Giddings)  and  the  chairman  of  the  |  The  prayer  of  the  petition  is  in  the  alternative:  1st. 
committee  of  ways  and  means  (.Mr.  Fillmore)  should  i  That  the  wrongs  recited  by  them  may  be  redressed, 
be  carried  out.  And,  that  be  might  not  appear  lo  and  especially  that  in  regard  to  the  right  of  petition; 
act  in  bad  faith  as  to  that  arrangement,  he  would  or,  2d.  That  congress  would  take  measures  for  a 
cheerfully  waive  his  right  to  the  floor  for  the  morn- '  peaceable  dissolution  of  the  union, 
ing  hour  of  this  day.  Mr.  B.  asked  that  the  petition  should  be  referred 

Whereupon  the  bouse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GitUlings,  j  lo  a  si  led  committee,  wilh  instructions  to  report  to 
and  by  common  consent,  passed  to  the  special  orders  I  the  bouse  a  resolution  lo  the  effect  that  the  house 
of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of  private  bills. ,  ought  not  to  consider,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
After  which  on  motion,  the  house  adjourned.  1  promptly  rejecting,  any  proposition  which  looks  to 

MiiNDAV,  March  14.  Mr.  Barnard,  from  the  com- 1  the  dissolution  of  the  union  of  these  states,  with  rea- 
mittee   on  the  judiciary,  reported  a  bill  lo  provide,  sons  therefor. 

for  the  selection  and  return  of  jurors  for  the  courts  !  Also,  lo  report  a  resolution  lo  rescind  the  rule  of 
of  the  United  States  where  they  have  not  been  able  ^  this  house  which  forbids  the  petitions  on  certain  sub- 
to  conform  the  designation  and  empannelling  in  sub-  |  jecls  named  therein  lo  be  received  by  Ihe  house,  or 
sUince  to  the  local  laws  and  usage.  j  entertained  in  any  way  whatever. 

This  bill  after  undergoing  the  usual  routine  of  half  Also,  lo  report  to  this  house  what  further grie van- 
dozen  previous  questions  and  calls  of  yeas  and  nays,  I  ccs,  within  the  cognizance  and  power  of  this  house 
was  brought  to  a  final  question  and  passed.  (  or  of  congress,  in  whatever  quarter  originating,  and 

Mr.Mallory  asked  leave  lo  make  a  report  from  the  by  whatever  motive  or  interest  the  same  may  have 
conimillee  on  naval  affairs.     Objected  lo.  |  been  prompted,  which  have  a  tendency  "lo  aiienate 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  in  any  portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfee- 
tbe  order  of  the  slates,  (commencing  where  it  v/ii  ,  ble  the  aacrod  ties  which  now  link  together  the  vari- 
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OU9  parts,"  and  tliat  the  committee  report  what  action, 
if  any,  of  this  house,  or  congress,  is  necessary  on  the 
S'libject  of  any  such  grievances. 

iWr.  Wise  raised  the  question  of  reception,  and 
moved  to  lay  tl'.e  question  on  the  table;  but  withdrew 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Briggs  signified  his  intention  to  debate  the 
subject;  and,  after  some  conversation  on  points  of 
order,  in  which  Messrs.  /.  Cnmpbtll,  Wise,  Morgan, 
h.  W.  Andrews,  Gordon,  Arnold,  Rayner  and  the  spea- 
ker participated,  the  question  of  reception  was  laid 
over  for  debate. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  CkilJs,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Pittsford, 
New  York,  in  favor  of  a  tarifi';  from  Penfield,  from 
Rush,  N.  Y.  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  town  of  Monroe,  asking 
the  reri»al  of  the  law  of  1838  pensioning  widows  of 
revolutionary  soldiers. 

Also,  from  inhabitants  of  Wayne,  county,  N.  York, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Pultneyville, 
on  Lake  Ontario. 

The  petition  of  567  citizens  of  Wyoming  county 
and  other  parts  of  Western  New  York,  against 
enforcing  the  late  amended  treaty  with  the  Seneca 
Indians. 

By  Mr.  Maynard,  the  petition  of  James  P.  AUaine 
and  159  otiiers  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  protecting 
American  labor  and  products. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  the  petitions  were  from  a 
very  large  number  of  females,  who  stated  that  they 
had  heretofore  supported  themselves  (and  the  fami- 
lies of  such  of  them  as  had  any)  by  making  clothing; 
hut  that,  in  consequence  of  the  valuation  of  duties 
under  the  compromise  act,  ready  made  clothing  was 
extensively  imported,  and  they  were  thrown  out  of 
employment  and  deprived  of  support;  and  they  there- 
fore pay  for  protection,  and  gravely  ask  congress 
speedily  to  determine  whether.our  tailor  shops  in  fu- 
ture are  to  be  at  home  or  in  Europe.  Mr.  R.  moved 
the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Russell  presented  the  petition  of  103  other 
citizens  of  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania;  also  three 
petitions  from  tliesame  county. 

Also,  one  of  John  Patterson  and  56  other  citizens 
of  same  county,  of  a  similar  tenor. 

And  one  from  Henry  Walter  and  141  others,  citi- 
zens of  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  of  similar 
tenor. 

■Mr.  R.  said  the  memorialists  represent  generally 
the  evils  felt  throughout  the  country  in  the  want  of 
employment  and  encouragement  of  industry,  and  the 
difliculties  arising  from  the  disastrous  condition  of 
the  currency;  attributing  those  evils  mainly  to  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  congress  commonly  called 
the  compromise  act,  and  anticipating  more  destruc- 
tive consequences  if  the  operation  of  that  act  be  not 
arrested.  They  particularly  refer  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  state 
their  firm  conviction  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
sustain  the  domestic  fabric  against  the  foreign  com- 
petition which  it  must  necessarily  encounter  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to.  They  appre- 
hend material  injury  before  the  aid  of  congress  can 
be  extended  to  them. 

The  memorialists  pray  that  congress  "may  take  the 
whole  subject  into  their  immediate  consideration, 
and  establish  a  new  taritf,  embracing  the  principle 
of  discriminating  duties,  for  the  encouragement  and 
protection  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  with  a 
view  to  secure  to  our  country  the  balance  of  trade. 

By  Mr.  Bidtack:  sundry  petitions  from  numerous 
citizens  of  Northern  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  the 
levying  of  such  discriminating  duties  upon  all  arti- 
cles of  import  as  v/ill  secure  adequate  protection  to 
American  industry. 

Also,  petitions  from  citizens  of  Columbia  county, 
Penns)  Ivania,  for  the  re-adjustment  of  the  tariff, 
■with  a  view  to  the  continuance  of  the  important  in- 
terest of  the  manufacture  of  iron.  ' 

By  Mr.  Henry:  the  petition  of  108  citizens  of 
Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  woollen  goods  and  silks,  and  all 
other  articles  that  are  manufactured  in  the  U.  States. 

A  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Beaver 
county,  remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Genesee  county. 
New  York,  praying  that  congress  will  publish  a 
statement  giving  a  comparative  view  of  duties  im- 
posed by  foreign  governments  upon  products  of  this 
country  exported,  and  upon  goods  from  foreign 
countries  imported. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  New  York  city, 
asking  protection  against  the  reductions  of  the  com- 
promise act  without  re-exportation  of  the  goods  on 
hand. 

He  also  presented  three  other  petitions  from  the 
same  source,  one  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 


Florida,  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  one  to 
prevent  the  transportation  of  slaves  by  vessels;  all  of 
which  coming  under  the  21st  rule,  were  refused  to 
be  received. 

Mr.  fV.  W.  Irwin  presented  the  following,  viz: 

Memorial  of  Samuel  P.  Darlington  and  divers 
other  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  iron,  nails, 
&c.  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  setting  forth  the  injurious 
effects  upon  the  American  manufacturer  of  the  late 
revenue  law  and  of  the  compromise  act,  in  chang- 
ing the  duty  on  imported  steel  from  a  specific  to  an 
ad  valorem  rate,  and  praying  a  restoration  of  the  old 
established  specific  rale  of  $1  50  per  112  pounds. 

Memorial  of  Rush  &,  Muhlenburg  and  diver  other 
manufacturers  and  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Memorial  of  Messrs.  Bakewell  &  Co.  and  divers 
other  manufacturers  of  window  glass  and  flint  glass, 
and  other  individuals  interested  in  such  manufacture, 
citizens  of  the  city  and  state  aforesaid,  representing 
the  injurious  consequences  to  that  branch  of  indus- 
try from  the  ultimate  operation  of  the  compromise 
act,  and  praying  congress  to  avert  such  consequences 
by  fixing  a  specific  duty  on  window  glass,  to  be  not 
less  in  amount  than  the  actual  duty  was  previous  to 
the  reduction  of  the  31st  December,  1S41. 

Six  memorials  very  numerously  signed  by  the  far- 
mers, laboring  men,  merchants,  manufacturers,  me 
chanics,  artisans,  &c.  of  Alleghany  county,  in  said 
commonweallli,  praying  congress  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  compromise  act,  and  to  establish  a  new 
tariff  embracing  the  principles  of  discriminating  du- 
ties for  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  domes- 
tic manufactures  and  home  industry;  and  praying 
further  that  said  tariff  be  formed  with  a  view  to  se- 
cure to  our  country  the  balance  of  trade. 

By  Mr.  Morgan:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Cayu- 
ga county.  New  York,  asking  for  a  reduction  of  pay 
of  members  to  three  dollars  per  day  after  the  1st  of 
May.  Of  the  same,  praying  for  a  congress  of  na- 
tions to  settle  national  disputes.  Of  William  O. 
Duvall  and  others,  asking  congress  to  assume  the 
state  debt  of  Mississippi,  and  to  eject  that  state  from 
the  union.  Mr.  M.  in  presenting  the  petition  asking 
congress  to  reduce  the  pay  of  members  to  ^3  per 
day,  observed,  that  the  petition  was  signed  by  many 
of  his  most  respectable  constituents,  without  refe- 
rence to  party.  The  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  di- 
rected declined  presenting  it.  Mr.  M.  coincided 
with  the  views  of  the  petitioners,  and  believing  that 
the  sessions  of  congress,  now  unnecessarily  long, 
would  be  materially  shortened  by  granting  the  pray- 
er of  the  petitioners,  he  moved  its  reference  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  re- 
ducing the  pay  of  members  to  three  dollars  per  day 
after  the  1st  of  May. 

By  Mr.  W.  B.  Campbell:  a  series  of  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tobacco  interest,  which  had  been  pre- 
sented on  a  former  day  by  one  of  his  colleagues  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  He  said  he  would  not  move 
that  they  again  be  printed,  but  he  would  make  such  a 
motion  as  would  conform  in  some  degree  to  the  views 
of  the  legislature.  Every  effort  to  reduce  the  du- 
ties on  tobacco  in  foreign  countries,  by  negotiation, 
has  heretofore  failed,  and  it  is  now  more  than  proba- 
ble that  nothing  will  be  done  on  that  subject  by  trea- 
ty until  this  government  shall  resort  to  a  system  of 
countervailing  duties,  as  pointed  out  by  the  legisla- 
ture in  their  resolutions.  The  committee  on  manu- 
factures have  the  whole  subject  of  the  tariff  and  the 
propriety  of  an  increase  of  duties  on  imports  now 
under  consideration.  He  would  therefore  move  that 
these  resolutions  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Tennes- 
see, inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  the  immediate 
admission  of  Texas  into  the  union  of  the  U.  States 
of  America,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  //.  Wil- 
liams, were  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee, 
instructing  her  senators,  when  she  shall  have  any, 
and  requesting  her  representatives  in  congress,  to 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and.be  printed.  And  the 
house  adjourned. 

ToESDAv,  March  15.  Mr.  Stanly,  on  leave,  offer- 
ed the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  postniasler  general  of  ihe  Uniied 
Slates  be  direded  tu  inform  iliis  house  whecher,  in  his 
opinion,  any  fiiriher  provision  by  law  is  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  post  office  deparlnieut  from  loss  arising  from 
the  transmission  (»f  letiera  by  private  persons  coastwise 
from  one  part  of  the  Uniied  States  to  another. 

Resolved,  That  the  ^e(:reIary  ofihe  treasury  he  direct- 
ed to  inform  this  house  whether,  in  his  opinion,  any  fur- 
ther provision  hy  law  he  necessary  to  secure  the  Ameri- 
can-owned sliips  and  vessels  the  coasting  trade  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  also  the  conveyance  of  passengers 
from  one  port  thereof  to  another. 

Mr.  Botta  said  that  he  bad  in  bis  drawer  a  resolu- 


tion connected  with  this  subject,  which  was  not  em- 
braced in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanly,)  and  whicli  he  would  be  glad 
should  be  passed  upon  now.  The  resolution  was 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  commiltee  on  the  judiciary  he  in- 
structed lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  su  amendin" 
the  navigation  laws  as  lo  prevent  interference  orcompe" 
tition  on  the  part  of  foreiijn  steamers  with  the  revenue 
laws  of -the  Uniied  Slates,  by  the  transmission  of  letters 
from  one  port  of  the  United  Stales  to  another. 

And,  without  debate  or  divison,  the  question  was 
taken  simultaneously  on  all  the  resolutions,  and  they 
were  adopted. 

The  bill  "to  extend  the  time  for  selling  the  lands 
granted  to  the  incorporated  Kentucky  asylum  for 
teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb,"  was  passed. 

Mr.  Mallm-y,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  following  bills,  which  were  severally 
read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  committed: 

A  bill  to  authorise  the  construction  of  a  war 
steamer  for  harbor  defence,  accompanied  by  a  report 
in  writing. 

A  bill  to  authorise  the  construction  of  a  depot  for 
charts  and  instruments  for  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  a  report  in  writing. 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said  that  on  the  27th  day  of 
August  last  a  resolution  from  the  committee  on  for- 
eign affairs  had  been  adopted,  instructing  that  com- 
mittee to  Inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  reducing 
the  expenditures  of  the  diplomatic  department  of  the 
government,  by  reducing  the  number  of  ministers 
and  diplomatic  agents  abroad.  No  report  has  been 
made  at  that  session,  and  he  now  moved  that  the  re- 
solution be  again  referred  to  that  committee. 

A  long  time  was  spent  in  contesting  this  move- 
ment, which  Mr.  Cusliing  opposed,  on  sundry  points 
of  order, — but  the  resolulion  was  ultimately  adopted 
by  nearly  a  unanimous  vote. 

A  report  confirming  the  deed  of-  D.  Levy,  was 
made  by  Mr.  Barton,  from  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee on  elections,  and  a  counter  report,  by  Mr. 
liulsled,  from,  as  he  signified,  also  a  majority  of  the 
same  committee,  declaring  Mr.  Levy  to  be  an  a-lien, 
and  therefore,  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  dek-o-ate  in 
that  house. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  in  which  considerable 
progress  was  this  day  made.  The  details  are  entire- 
ly too  voluminous  for  our  space.  The  house  then 
adjourned. 

Wednesd.it,  M.iRCH  16.  Mr.  Halsted,  of  N.  J. 
from  the  committee  on  elections,  asked  for  the  ac- 
tion upon  the  report  of  the  committee  declaring 
that  Joshua  Lowell  was  entitled  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Maine,  took  issue  with  the  report. 
He  showed  that  Mr.  Lowell's  majority  was  less  than 
twenty-one,  and  that  twenty-three  of  the  votes  were 
illegally  returned. 

The  house  did  not  concur  with  him,  and  sustained 
the  previous  question  which  was  moved.  The  re- 
port was  then  adopted  and  Mr.  Lowell  placed  secure 
in  his  seat  by  a  vote  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  in  consideration  of  the  exhausted 
condition  of  the  treasury,  felt  called  upon  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  move 
that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  proposing  an  extension  of  the  time 
for  subscribing  to  the  unsubscribed  portion  of  the 
loan  authorised  at  the  extra  session  of  con-Tess. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  hou^e  re- 
fused (two-thirds  being  required)  118  to  69,  to  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr,  Briggs,  of 
.Mass.,  called  for  action  upon  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill. 

iMr.  Fillmore  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
loan  bill.  The  chairman  decided  that  the  motion 
was  not  in  order.  An  appeal  was  taken,  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  reversed. 

The  loan  bill  sometime  since  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  was  then  read.  A  ques- 
tion of  time  arose  as  soon  as  the  bill  was  taken  up 
in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  fifteen  years  instead  of  twelve 
years,  as  recommended  by  the  president  and  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  McKeon,  of  New  York,  advocated  a  repeal  of 
the  land  bill  of  the  extra  session  of  congress.  He 
was,  for  relieving  the  government  conditionally. 

Mr.  Smitli,  of  Va.  was  for  extending  the  time  for 
three  years,  and  increasing  the  rate  of  interest.  He 
would  not  consent  to  have  the  time  run  on  for  14  or 
15  years. 

Mr.  Adams,  sustained  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  and 
gave  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Smii/rs  and  Mr.  IHse's  motions  were  rejected. 
After  some  further  discussion  the  committee  rose 
and  the  house  adjourned. 
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'"  !?5-!;cs.  After  Rti  eNft:iorciinarv  (Miir-e  of  legis'u'iou, 
tile  givtrnmewt  of  Peiinsylv.i.iiu  a;  leiigih  passal  a  law 
r.  qi'inii;  tile  I).iiik5  of  ihat  siiue  to  resume  specie  pay 
nuMits  lurthwitli.  The  latp-i  information  from  thatsiaic 
h,ii.vever  renilera  it  extreinelv  uncertain  how  far  the 
law  will  or  ca.i  be  comp!i<d  wiih.  'I'lic  Son  says: 
"Alth  .iigh  !t  «-as  expiciei-i  that  tli.;  banks  of  Pennsylva- 
nia would  co.'.ifily  inimeiliaK  li-  wiili  the  law  of  the  stale, 
on  Monday,  yet  we  pencive  by  our  Philadelphia  ex- 
chansres  that  not  a  single  bank  in  Phikidelphia  or  else- 
where paid  specie.  Some  of  ihe  banks  designed  contest- 
ing I  he  law.''  r     11  • 

The  Girard  bank  has  made  an  assignment  ot  all  its 
ert'Cts. 

On  the  lOih  tlie  banks  of  Pliiladelphia  refused  to  take 
the  notes  of  Penn  To.vnship  hank,  vvhiah  constituted  a 
large  p.  riioii  of  the  currency  of  ihe  ciiy.  This  produc- 
ed an  iininediale  run  upo  I  ihat  hank,  which  afier  sus- 
taining lor  some  hoars,  at  length  compelled  the  directors 
to  cloie  their  doors. 

The  distress  in  the  business  community  is  represented 
to  be  hevond  any  ihing  ever  known  in  the  ciiy.  M<mei/ 
is  not  lohc  had  eccnal  four  per  cent,  per  month.  Many 
heavy  failures  are  announced. 

The  banks  of  Maryland  appear  to  be  malfiiig  every 
disposition  to  comply  with  the  law  of  the  state  requiring 
thein  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the  1st  of  May. 
They  now  pav  specie  in  some  cases,  and  it  is  believed 
Will  be  able  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  the  law. 

The  Icgislatuie  of  Virginia  have  not  yet  finally  decided 
upon  the  provisions  ol  the  lasv  which  they  iiave  long 
been  debaiing,  requiring  the  banks  of  that  state  to  re- 
Bume.  .\  motion  to  suhstiiute  the  1st  June  for  the 
1st  .November  as  the  period,  was  lost  in  the  honse  by  a 
tic  Vole  on  'I'uesday  last.  A  molion  to  substitute  the  1st 
May,  was  negatived,  ayes  51  nays  61. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  r^il  koad  orders  are  now 
down  to  tifiy  cents  in  ihe  dollar.  The  city  councils  have 
di.-cided  not  to  receive  tliem  any  longer  in  payment  of 
taxes  or  ciiy  debts. 

Dr.  Chan.m.vs  on  free  trade.  "Allow  me  to  say  a 
word  to  the  merchants  of  our  country  on  another  sub- 
ject. The  time  is  come  when  I  hey  are  particularly  call- 
ed <o  take  yet  more  generous  views  of  their  vocation,  and 
to  give  commerce  a  universality  as  yet  uiiknovi-n.  I 
refer  to  the  juster  principles  which  are  gaining  L-round  on 
the  subject  of  free  trade,  and  to  the  grovving  disposition 
of  nations  to  promote  it.  Free  trade!  this  is  the  plain 
duty  and  plain  interest  of  the  human  i-ace.  To  level  all  bar- 
•riers  to  free  e.xchange;  to  cut  up  the  system  of  restric- 
tion root  and  branch;  to  open  every  port  on  earth  to  every 
product,  this  is  the  office  of  enlighiened  humanity.— 
To  ihis  a  free  naiion  should  especially  pledge  itself — 
Freedom  of  the  seas;  freedom  of  harbors;  an  iiiiercourf.- 
of  naiions  free  as  the  winds;  this  is  not  a  dream  ol  phi- 
lanthropists; we  are  lending  towards  itand  let  us  hasten 
ii.  Under  a  wiser  and  more  Christian  civilization,  we 
shall  look  back  on  our  present  rest  rid  ions  as  we  do  on  the 
swaddling  bands  by  whicii,in  darker  limes,  the  human 
body  was  compressed.  The  growing  freedom  of  trade 
is  another  and  glorious  illustration  of  the  tendency  of  our 
aoe  to  universality." 

Cotton  mar'cet — Liverpool,  Feb.  IS.  The  market 
has  been  very  dull  and  heavy  ihrouiihout  the  week;  the 
trade  have  been  almost  the  only  purchasers,  and. though, 
no  decided  decline  can  be  quoied  in  either  American  or 
Sural  descriptions,  the  tendency  bus  been  ihrou  lioiii  in 
favor  of  the  buyer,  with  a  great  abundance  of  coiion  of- 
fering. The  imports  this  week  amount  to  37,051  bags, 
and  the  sales,  including  5J0  American  taken  on  specu- 
laiion,  and  100  American,  60  .Maraiiham.  and  lOU  Su- 
ral for  export,  to  19,630  bags,  including  350  .Sea  l.sland 
Georgia,  lOJd  lo  16d:  20  stained  do.  7;  4,G50  Upland  do. 
A'-.A  lo6Jd;  1,1-iO  Alabama  and  Mobile,  5d  to  5,^d:  8  101) 
Nov.'  Orleans,  A\\  to  TJd;  T'lO  Pernnnibucn,  6J  1  to  7^d; 
360  Bahia  and  Macola,  6J  to  7-td;  uSO  Maranham,  S'd 
to  7d. 

Corn  laws.  The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
in  s|ieaking  of  iiarliamentnry  movement,  says:  ''In  ad. 
dition  10  the  great  corn  law  qufsiioii,  ihe  minijiers  have 
proposed  rcsoluiions  in  regard  to  tlie  colonial  customs 
dulies,  similar  lo  those  brought  forward  last  winter  by  the 
former  adminisiration.  These,  it  is  believed,  will  afFord 
considerable  relief  to  the  West  Indies  and  North  Ame- 
rican colonics.  'J'he  admission  ol  grain  and  Hour  into 
these  colonies,  at  a  duty  of  three  shillings  on  iho  quarier 
of  wheat,  and  tivo  shillings  on  the  barrel  of  flour,  is 
looked  upon  as  an  iinporlaiit  auxiliary  to  the  modifica- 
tions of  ilie  corn  laws,  and  an  op.ninii  for  the  ndinission 
of  flour  into  Kngland  Irom  the  United  States,  ihrouyh 
Canada,  at  a  fixed  rale  of  duty.'' 

Creole  case.  A  cabinet  meeting,  we  learn,  was  held 
at  VVashingion.  on  Monday,  lo  lake  into  conaideraiiori 
the  iiiiporl:!  01  ilespalches  received  at  the  state  deparlnicnl, 
triinsiniited  tioin  our  minisicr  in  England,  by  ihe  Aca- 
dia. The  c'xcciiiive.  it  is  said,  will  not  recede  from  ihe 
gland  taken  in  the  Creole  case.  [LxHger. 

Disaster  at  sea.  The  Sailor's  Magazine  contains 
the  following  list  of  ressels  known  .to  have  bren  wreck- 
ed at  sea  during  the  past  vcar.  .'Miuiii  650  lives  have 
been  lo;.!,  and  nearly  $15,001)000  worth  of  property. 
Of  Iho  whole  imml-er  91  were  Knizlish  vessels:  ships.  6d; 
barks,  47;  lirigs,  130;  schoonir.-,  216;  sloops,  51;  aleani- 
boatei,  5;  unknown,  40. — Total,  5j7. 


Er.ECTlo.v.  The  New  Hampshire  state  election  has 
resiihed  decidedly  in  fnvr.r  of  the  Van  Buren  party;  par- 
;:-  ■    ■  ::   ,  y.i.     iMi'^  N.   ii.  Pai.iot  loUS 

;    -  .,..■  ebcied  50  far  as   heard  from; 

,„:.  LI..,  Ob;  ,,  ,  .  rj  ,ir  ,,s,  53;  wliigs,  47:  no.choic.-,  16: 
aim  raiiic.il  lu.j.irnv,  3i.  liarion  is  beuren  in  tiieRock- 
ingiiain  councillor  district  by  a  large  majority. 

Indian  Cocxcil.  A  letter  from  a  Mr.  Phariss,  clerk 
of  li.irry  county  coint,  Missouri,  stales  that  he  has  iiifor- 
iiiarion  from  an  iilelUgeul  Deluitare  Indian,  ihai  a  great 
Indian  council  to  consist  of  chiefs  and  head  men  oT  the 
Senunoles,  Clioctaws,  Cliicasaws,  Creeks,  Senecas, 
Quavvpaws,  Osages,  Shawnees.  Caws,  Pawnees,  Sioux, 
Sacs,  Foxes,  Peankeshaws,  Poiawatamies,  Wyandols, 
&.C.  (fee.  &c.;  are  to  assemble  in  luw  moons  from  that 
time  f,16th  February),  \\\ grand conftderary  at  the  instance 
of  (he  Cherokees — of  which  Ross  is  the  talaiiied  head 
mtin,  and  who  has  recently  returned  from  Washing- 
ton. It  is  supposed,  that  the  itstensibie  object  is  to  op- 
pose any  further  emigration  of  the  whites  west,  to  pre- 
vent Ihe  erection  of  any  more  forts  in  iheir  country, 
and  never  more  to  part  with  nnoiher  loot  of  llieir  land, 
either  by  force  ortreaty,  ai  the  peril  of  their  lives  and  the 
toial  extiiiciion  of  iheir  race.  The  Delaware  informs  our 
correspondent  that  by  this  confederacy  ihe  Indian  tribes 
will  be  enabled  to  bring  a  force  of  40,0U0  warriors  into 
the  field. 

Mexico.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  3d  inst. 
coniains  accounts  from  Mexico  brought  by  the  schooner 
Virginia  Anioinelie.  from  Tarnpico.  We  see  no  men- 
tion made  of  the  Texan  prisoners.  The  papers  assert 
that  liie  treaty  proposed  by  Yucjtan  is  entirely  inadmis- 
sible, and  that  Mexico  will  never  agree  to  any  such 
leriiis  wiih  one  of  its  stales.  I'he  Tampico  Sun  is  par- 
ticularly severe  upon  the  Louisiana  legislature  and  the 
U.  S.  government  generally,  for  ihe  interesi  manifested 
in  behalf  of  the  Santa  Fe  prisijners.     I'hey  say. — 

"The  Mexican  government  will  respond  to  such  out- 
rageous demands  in  a  way  consistent  with  the  honor  of 
Ilie  republic.  For  our  own  parr,  vve  hope  the  supreme 
chief  of  the  naiion,  who  has  so  fully  realized  the  desires 
of  the  whole  people,  v/ill  give  to  the  people  of  tlie  United 
Slates  an  evidence  of  firmness,  spurning  so  insulting  a 
dema  nd.  We  do  not  presume  i  hat  in  case  of  war,  IVIex- 
ico  will  be  able  to  inaiuiain  so  unequal  a  struggle;  but  it 
would  be  far  more  honorable  to  be  buried  under  the 
ruins  of  our  country  ilian  to  submit  to  the  insolent  pre- 
tensions of  our  perverse  neighbors.  Let  ihe  result  of  a 
conflict  be  what, it  may,  however  disastrous,  it  will  be 
much  more  tolerable  than  to  suffer  the  insolent  pride  of 
these  modern  Carthagenians — these  defenders  of  slavery 
--tliese  worshippers  of  the  silver  god — and  who  desire  to 
impose  laws  upon  a  people  who  more  deserve  to  be  free 
dian  a  whole  world  ui An-jlo  Americans.'' 

Naval.  The  frigate  Constellation,  commodore  Kear- 
ney, and  eloop  of  war  Boston,  commander  Long,  were 
at  Singapore  on  the  23d  of  Nov.  J.  C.  Richardson,  of 
Louisville,  a  midshipman,  died  on  board  the  Constella- 
tion, of  fever,  on  the  29ih  ol  Sept. 

Pen.nsvlvania  Assessment-  From  the  report  of  the 
auditor  general  to  the  legislature  on  the  1st  March,  1842, 
The  assessed  value  of  real  estate  caitle,  horses.  &-c.  as- 
sessed forcoiiiily  purposes  is  $361,401,494 
The  assessed  value  of  olfices,  posts  of  pro- 
fit, trades,  professions  21,495,463 
The   assessed    value   of  mortgages,  debts, 

slocks,  watches,  &.c.  44,337,391 

Whole  amount  of  slate  tax  asse.=sed  in  fall 

of  ISU  531,582 

Nine  counties  having  a  population  of  3)0,245  are   not 

included  in  the  summary  as  their  assessments  had  not 

been  returned. 

The  assessed  value  of  real  estate  of  Philadelphia  city 
was  S7S,31d474:  of  oflices,  trades  &c.  12,476,643;  of 
nii'rtgages,  stocks  &c.  13,969,011;  stale  tax  in  fall  ol 
1841,  8132,292.  The  ossessed  value  of  real  estate  of 
PhiiaJelphia county  was  &50,516.335;  of  trades,  occupa- 
tions (fee.  3,025,3:15;  ol  debts  mortgages,  slocks  (fee. 
5,363,152,  state  tax  in  fall  of  1341,  $71,287. 

Prince  de  Joinville  was  promoted,  by  a  royal  ordi- 
nance of  22J  January,  to  the  rank  of  Rear  Admiral. 

Right  of  search.  The  liealy  among  the  five  great 
p,iwers  of  Europe,  loiiching  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  is  one  of  great  imporiance  to  this  country 
ill  Ihe  present  aspect  of  onr  affairs.  And  the  recent  re- 
fusal of  France  to  confirm  all  of  its  provisions,  gives  ad- 
ditional consequence  to  the  siibjeci.  The  subjoined  let- 
ter to  ihe  editor  of  the  U,  Slates  Gazette,  doled  Paris, 
Jan.27ih  is  from  a  gcnlleinan  long  and  successfully  con- 
necied  with  the  diplomatic  nfl'airsof  tiie  country  abroad, 
a  close  observer  ol  men  and  things: 

M]l  dear  Chandhrt  Yoa  were  doubtless  ns  unpre- 
pared as  niy.self  lor  the  joint  irenly  of  tlie  five  great 
Eiiropeun  powers  for  the  suppression  of  Ihe  slave  trade, 
by  the  concession  of  the  niiiiual  right  of  search.  Eng- 
lish ambition,  concealed  under  the  disguise  of  philan- 
ihroi>liy,  is  ot  the  botloni  of  this  business.  The  object 
of  (ileal  Biiiiiin  has  been  lo  iiiler)iolale  the  right  of 
search  iiilo  the  law  of  nuiions,  under  the  sanction  ot  the 
united  niithoiiiyol  ihosc  European  [lowers,  who  lake 
upon  ihemsilves  lo  make  and  mierprci  European  pub- 
lic law  Her  r.  nl  objecls,  os  well  im  ihe  means  wliic-h 
she  has  intended  lo  piil  into  priu;liue  for  their  ulniiii- 
nienl,  have  been  concealed  from  the  associule  parlies  to 
this  irenly.  Her  primary  aim  has  been  to  legalize  her 
Sovereignly  of  the  seas,  nnd  then  to  force  the  minor 
powers,  the  U.iiicd  States  ainon^;  ilie  rest,  to  te8|>cci  tins 


new  amhoriiy  for  her  insolence  and  boundless  ambition 
for  niariiin;e  f»>w  er.     Happily  we  have  here  an  able  and 

•''       •    '  .-;i.r.     As -0  ^:;  as  ht  V.  r.E  iiiioriiK-u  L-f  Ihe 

lo  -.i'.r  I-  iriM  I,  oiioisiry,  ;iiid  through  iIih',  and  oiiicr  ch.iii- 
iitis  ol  iiioofciice,  he  nas  awaken.ed  rmnce  to  a  (/ruper 
and  excited  tecling  of  the  danger  to  the  principlesand 
interests  which  she  has  hiiherto  defended, contained  in 
this  iiislruineiit,  to  which  she  \vas  about  to  give  her  final 
.■^anciion.  I  have  my  doubis  whether  the  ireaty  will  be 
raiiiied;  but  after  the  iireipretaitun  given  to  it  by  iho 
minister  of  foreign  aifairs,  evidently  the  result  of  his  in- 
terviews with  General  Cass,  it  will  be  powerless  in  the 
hands  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  way  she  intended  lo  ap- 
ply it  against  us,  and  other  secondary  maritime  powers- 
M.Guizol  said,  in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  that  an  at- 
tempt to  apply  the  treaty  to  us,  or  to  oiher  powers  who 
were  not  parlies  to  it,  would  be  a-justifiable  cause  of 
war.  Now  had  the  treaty  been  ratified  without  this 
commentary  from  th:s  liigh  source.  Gieai  Biitain 
would  have  msisied,  that  lu  make  the  treaty  cffectiiul,  it 
must  apply  10  all  Hags;  and  that  ihe  only  object  in  gel- 
ling the  united  signatures  of  the  five  powers,  was  lo  es- 
labhsh  the  right  of  search  as  the  law  of  naiions,  in  the 
paramount  interest  of  humanily.  But  the  declaration  of 
the  French  nimisier,  and  the  universal  hostility  of  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  and  of  the  press,  to  the  ireaty, 
have  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  the  niaiier.  The  in- 
strument is  now  a  nullity  in  ihe  bands  of  its  negotiators. 
The  ieelnig  of  France  must  be  the  feeling  all  over  the 
couiinent;  and  England  insiead  of  having  made  aiio- 
liier,  and  the  longest  step  ol  all,  to  universal  power  and 
doniinaiioii,  holds  in  her  hand  an  unmeaning  document, 
abandoned,  on  the  instant,  by  the  allies  whose  moral 
force  she  had  counted  on  lo  enable  her  to  carry  oui  her 
monstrous  purposes.  General  Cass  has  hastily  prepared 
a  pamphiei  seiiinii  forth  ihe  true  import  and  dangers  of 
this  treaty.  It  will  be  read  by  every  statesman  in  Eu- 
rope, and  added  lo  the  general's  personal  infl..ence  here, 
will  elfeciually  turn  the  lattles  on  England.  'I'lie  coun- 
try owes  the  general  inul;h  for  his  reasonable  and  effec- 
tual influence  with  this  government. 

Steamboat  explosion  and  loss  of  life.  We  learn 
from  the  Mobile  papers.  Unit  on  the  1st  insl.  the  steam- 
boat Nordi  Star,  burst  her  boilers,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  and  some  sixteen  persons  were 
inslanianeously  killed. 

The  GRAMPUS-  A  letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the 
U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  hence,  14ih  ult.  stales  that  the 
she  look  the  gale  the  16ih,  which  continued  vvidi  gitat 
violence  tor  nearly  three  days,  tiie  deck  niost  of  the  li.iie 
so  flooded,  that  the  port  holes  barely  afforded  a  sufficient 
outlet  lor  the  water,  threw  ovel board  the  two  bow  guns, 
lost  stern  boat,  and  had  the  quarter  boat  stove,  (.fee. 

[Boston  Mercantde  Aduci  User. 

Tobacco  market,  Liverpool,  Fth.  18.  Tobacco  con- 
tinues in  good  general  demand,  and  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  month  the  sales  amount  to  754  hhds. 
comprising  426  Virginia  leaf,  and  99  stemmed,  109  Ken- 
tucky leaf  and  120  sienimed,  of  those  226j  hhds.  were 
taken  tor  export,  214  for  Ireland,  13  for  Scotland,  80  on 
Speculation,  and  the  rctnainder  on  221  hhds.  by  ihe  trade. 
Price  ot  ihe  belter  qualiiies  of  ihe  Virginian  leaf  have 
advanced  about  3d.  per  lb.,  and  the  market  generally  19 
firmer. 

The  mail  brought  by  the  steamship  Unicorn,  v\'ns  the 
largest  that  ever  arrived  in  the  United  Slates.  The  num- 
ber of  leiie;"s  was  about  40.000,  and  there  were  40  bags 
of  newspaper.":.  The  postage  on  the  letters  for  New 
York  aoioiinted  10  about  $3,000;  Philadelphia,  «650, 
Baltimore,  S200;  Albany  (city  or  distribulion)  S5U0. 

Wheat  Mari^et.  Liverpool,  Feb.  13.  A  very  limited 
trade  111  free  wheal  lo-day,  at  n  decline  of  Id.  to  2u.  per 
70  lbs.  with  a  disposition  to  press  sales.  Nothing  pass- 
ing in  the  bonded  market  except  a  parcel  of  U.  Slates 
sweet  flour  which  changed  hands  at  27s.  per  barrel. — 
Free  Hour  3o:d  in  retail  at  36s.  10  36s.  6J  per  barrel. — 
Oais  Mere  Id  per  bushel  lo.^er. 

FJ>.  18.  Since  our'first  report  this  week  and  up  to  this 
dale,  business  in  any  free  article  of  the  trade  appears  to 
be  literally  suspended.  At  ibis  day's  market  likewise 
unaccou. liable  dullness  pervaded  every  branch  of  the 
corn  trude,  and  rendered  prices  of  all  sons  oj  Grain 
scarcely  more  than  nominal.  Of  wheais,  however,  the 
tew  reiiiii  sales  elfected  were  at  a  decline  of  2d  to  3d  per 
60  lbs.  and  outs  niigiil  have  been  purchased  01  lull  Id 
per  45  lbs.  below  tne  rates  lasi  noted.  Oaimeal,  in  the 
absence  of  country  buyers,  receded  6  i  per  240  los.  Flour 
was  lukenolf  very  sparingly,  and  uliliough  piiine  brands, 
duty  paid,  are  not  pleniilul,  there  was  a  disposition  to  sell 
ow  riiilier  lower  leriiis.  Until  the  ques.ion  ot  ilie  corn 
laws,  now  before  parliament,  is  decided,  we  look  for  ve- 
ry little  if  any  improvement  incur  demand. 

Liwdon,  Fch.  IS.  We  have  to  nolo  large  ornvals  of 
Englisii  barli  y  nnd  foreign  wheats,  but  the  supplies  of 
other  grain,  iilihough  only  moderate,  are  more  than  siif- 
cieni  for  the  present  demand.  Every  article  is  most  de- 
pres.sed,  buyers  contiiniing  10  exercise  iho  greiifest  cau- 
tion in  ihcir  purchases,  and  reducing  iheir  slocks  10  the 
lowesi  point.  In  the  absence  of  demand,  we  continue 
our  previous  qiioiaiioiis.  but  less  money  must  have  been 
taken  to  lorcr  sale.s  ofeiihi-r  wheal,  barley  or  oats 

Qtwt'ttiiin.i — ,\inericiin  Iloiir,  {rrt*  3.5a38s.  in  bond 
29u33.,  Uniied  Stales  «  heal,  free  58»64s. 

London  averuite  prices  of  groin  lor  i  e  week  endinz 
Feb.  13.— VVheni,2  406  qrs.  CO...  Id.;  barley,  6,328  qis. 
3O9.  3d.  oats,  22.S27  qrs.  20s.  6d.;  rye,  78  qrs.  383.  Gd.; 
beans,  1,250 qrc.  33:.  Id.;  jeas,  Oil  qi^.  S4s.  1. 
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Foreign  news  continued. 

Masife-to  of  Gen.  Santa  Ann*  and  invasion  of 
Texas. 

Natio.val  affairs — exec,  uppoinlment?,  ariiiy,  nnvy. 

States  of  tue  union — iiieeung  at  NY.  on  tlio  state 
of  the  coiinlry. 

Trade  and  com.merce. 

Kiuht  of  .scARcn — Gen.  Cass'  pampliet. 

Co\GRESSIO\AT.     PROCEEDINGS. 

?rt=AGENTs.  C.  W.  James  and  Tii.  F.  E.^ston 
are  the  only  agents  now  authorised  to  collect  for 
^"des'  J^'ulicnal  Regisler.  in  the  slates  and  territories 
north  and  west  of,  and  including  Ohio. 


FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


The  ship  Delhi  at  New  York  on  20th  inst.  from 
Macao  on  99th  November,  brings  nine  days  later  in- 
formation from  China,  but  nothing  important,  Ningo 
Chusan,  &c.  are  in  quiet  possession  of  the  British. 

In  a  circular,  of  '.id  October,  of  Sir  Henry  Pottin- 
ger,  in  announcing  the  capture  of  Tinghae,  (the  capi- 
tal of  the  Chusan  group)  says:  "Under  no  circum 
stances  will  Tinghae  be  given  up,  until  the  whole 
demands  of  England  are  not  only  complied  ivitfi,  but 
carried  into  full  etfect." 

Since  the  Acadia,  with  London  dates  to  the  IStli 
Feb.  there  has  been  no  later  arrival  froin  Europe. — 
The  debate  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  Creole  case  as 
reported  in  our  last  toolc  place  on  the  14th  February. 
The  decision  of  the  French  chambers  against  the  ra- 
tification of  the  quintuple  treaty  as  expressed  in  the 
debate  on  the  reply  to  the  kings  speech,  was  made  in 
consonance  with  the  general  voice  of  the  nation  on 
the  24th  January.  The  debate  on  the  subject  of  the 
•address  was  brought  to  a  close  on  the  29th.  The 
pamphlet  from  iVlr.  Cass  appeared  on  the  1st  Febru- 
ary. The  treaty  had  been  signed  in  London  on  the 
20th  December  and  its  ratification  was  expected  in 
London  on  the  20th  February.  The  information  of 
its  non  ratification  in  its  precise  terms  by  the  French 
ministry  and  their  proposition  for  modifications 
reached  London  on  the  ISth  February.  Public  opi- 
nion in  France  though  already  awakened  seems  to 
have  been  more  decidedly  drawn  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  by  the  position  maintained  by 
the  United  Stales  as  expressed  in  the  president's 
last  annual  message  and  in  the  diplomatic  correspon- 
dence of  Mr.  Slevension  with  Lords  Palmerston  and 
Aberdeen  which  accompanied  it.  The  Times,  minis- 
terial paper,  of  the  0th  January,  remarked.that  "the 
five  powers  which  signed  the  late  treaty  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  will  not  allow  themselves 
to  be  thwarted  in  the  execution  of  their  engagements 
by  the  capricious  resistance  of  the  cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington. .\  single  war  with  Gi:eat  Britain  she  (the 
United  States)  has  already  tried;  a  war  on  her  part 
with  all  Europe,  will  be  a  novelty!"  The  same  jour- 
nal  on  the  14th  February  says: 

"There  is  no  one  law  which  Is  faster  gaining 
ground  in  Europe  than  the  right  of  every  country  to 
command  the  military  services  of  its  native  born  in 
its  defence.  This  law  has  become  sacred  in  France, 
Germany  and  Spain — more  sacred  in  proportion  as 
each  country  progresses  in  strength,  civilization  and 
freedom.  It  is  a  law,  of  wliich  the  American  states 
will  fully  feel  the  necessity  one  day,  though  it  be  to 
their  interest  to  elface  it  at  present.  At  all  events, 
it  is  not  only  England's  interest,  Imt  her  right,  to  in- 
.sist  on  this  universal  law.  And  in  so  doing,  England 
cannot  but  have  the  support  of  all  European-nations. 
General  Cass  may  still  regard  the  principle  of  a  man's 
allegiance  to  his  country  to  be  a  mere  "feudal  no- 
tion." Let  him  ask  his  French  friends,  who  cer- 
tainly have  got  rid  of  feudal  notions,  whether  they 
consider  this  to  be  one  or  not." 

As  for  France,  its  press  and  public  voice  has  al- 
ready replied  to  the  Times,  and  the  treaty  still  re- 
mains unratified.  In  the  discussion  in  the  chamber 
of  deputies,  M.  Guizot  said  with  emphasis: 

"England  claims,  in  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  a  right  of  impressment;  England  maintains 
that,  where,  for  any  reason  v/hatever,  she  has  the 
right  to  examine  any  Americajj  ship,  she  has  tlie 
right  to  seek  for  English  deserters,  to  take  them  and 
send  thern  to  England.  She  does  not  claim  the  right 
to  enter  the  American  vessels  iciih  tkis  special  object. 
No,  she  does  not  go  so  far;  but  she  contends  that 
wkenerer  she  enters  an  .imerican  ship,  for  ami  purpose 
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ic/wlercr,  site  can  exercise  the  right  of  impressment  upon 
all  the  English  sailors  she  may  find  on  board.  Here 
is  the  great  motive  of  the  energetic  resistance  of  the 
Americans  to  the  English  right  of  entry,  under  what- 
ever form  and'under  whatever  pretext  it  is  present- 
ed, and  in  my  opinion  tlie  .^hnerieans  are  right.  If  the 
English  claimed  to  come  to  scel^ English  sailors  on 
board  French  vessels,  certainly  we  should  resist  like 
the  Americans." 

The   Irish   orator,  novr  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin, 
would  seem  to  be  "on  the  fence"  upon  the  subject. 
O'CONNELL  ON  THE  RIGHT  OF  SEARCH. 

FROM  X  SPEECH    RECENTLY  DELIVERED  IN  DUBLIN. 

He  saw,  he  thought  it  was  in  the  Frfcmnii's  .lour- 
nal  of  Tuesday  last,  a  letter  from  an  American,  then 
in  London,  who  attacked  him  for  having  entered  on 
a  discussion  of  the  "right  of  search"  question  then 
pending  between  England  and  America.  ■  He  did  him 
(the  lord  mayor)  great  injustice  for  he  had  not  said 
one  word  on  the  subject.  He  was  free  to  declare 
his  opinion,  as  he  had'alreadydone  before,  of  slavery 
and  its  horrors,  and  therefore  he  valued  the  Ameri- 
can sympathy  thus  given  the  mors  highly.  He  was 
ready  to  declare  that  no  man  of  any  color,  cast,  or 

j  creed,  should  be  a  slave,  and  while  he  had  increased 
in  affection  to  America,  it  did  not  diminish  his  dis- 
like of  slavery  wherever  it  existed  (loud  cheers.) — 
He  valued  their  sympathy,  because  they  all  knew  he 
was  a  decided  enemy  of  slavery  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe;  and  with' regard  to  the  question  of  the 
right  of  search,  he  was  convinced  it  was  one  which 
would  have  been  easily  settled  (hear,hear).  The  Ame- 
ricans unquestionably  had  a  right  to  resist  any  search 
made  on  their  own  ships,  but  they  had  no  right  to 
make  or  suffer  that  flag  to  be  made  the  cloak  for  a 
committal  of  piracy  on  the  high  seas,  or  to  carry  on 
a  traflic  in  the  odious  system  of  slavery  (hear,  hear). 
The  difliculty  existed  in  distinguishing  between  the 
real  and  fictitious  flag,  but  he  thought  that  if  a  mix- 
ed tribunal,  half  .\mericans  and  half  British,  were 
formed,  they  would  be  able  to  decide  what  ship  sail- 
ed under  the  real  American  flag,  and  adjudge  the 
parties  entitled  to  compensation  (liear,  hear).  The 
Americans  had  no  right  to  permit  piracy,  or  a  traffic 
in  slavery  to  be  carried  on  under  their  own  flag;  they 
had  no  right  to  give  parties  engaged  in  that  piracy  a 
fiotitions  protection,  and  they  don't  want  to  do  it;  but 

I  why,  he  would  ask,  were  they  so  very  stringent  in 
their  refusal  to  allow  any  meddling  with  vessels  sail- 
ing under  their  flag.' 

Oh,  England  ought  to  read  a  lesson  from  the  cir- 
cumstance! In  the  last  war  she  acted  with  the  most 
atrocious  barbarity  towards  the  American  vessels. — 
She  trampled  their  flag  under  foot — insisted  on  the 
right  of  search — insisted  on  the  rigiit  of  British  sub- 
jects to  go  on  board  American  vessels,  and  act  as 
they  thought  proper.  England  was  then  in  the  inso- 
lence of  her  power — she  c'ommitled  the  grossest  out- 
rages on  the  rights  of  the  American  people;  tliose 
outrages  irritated  and  provoked  them  in  the  highest 
degree,  and  that  irritation  continued  to  the  present 
hour  (loud  cries  of  hear,  hear).  Oh!  England  ought 
to  recollect  that  while  she  had  the  power — that 
while  it  was  safe  to  insult,  she  did  so;  but  a  day  of 
retribution  may  come  (cheers).  She  who  insulted 
America  in  the"  plenitude  of  her  power — in  the  zenith 
of  her  prosperity — is  now  willing,  and  noton'y  will- 
ing, but  imploring  of  America  not  to  have  recourse 
to  hostilities — nay,  she  is  sending  one  of  her  million- 
aires to  beg  and  entreat  not  to  push  their  undoubted 
right  of  self-protection  farther  than  was  absolutely 
necessary  (cheers  and  laughter).  The  insolence  of 
toryism  was  frightful  to  contemplate,  and  he,  for  one, 
should  most  heartily  wish  to  sec  it  checked  (loud 
cries  of  hear,  hear).  The  rule  witli  the  tories  of 
England  was,  that  as  long  as  they  could  oppress,  to 
continue  to  do  so,  but  to  shrink  from  it  when  they 
find  it  cannot  be  done  with  safety  (hear).  That  was 
a  lesson  which  the  tories  had  given  for  many  years: 
but  English  insolence  at  present,  with  its  "baited 
breath"  drawn,  and  making  her  humble  obeisance, 
was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sending  out  Lord 
Ashburton  to  interfere  with  the  Americans,  and  to 
request  that  they  would  not  be  too  violent  in  their 
assertion  of  a  right  (a  laugh). 

He  (the  lord  mayor)  assured  the  Americans,  that 
as  far  as  the  protection  of  American  property  went 
they  had  the  sympathy  of  Ireland;  but  as  far  as  the 
olave  Sra^c-was  conconnwl,- >t  li'"lHio'}'^'"i''j' '"'^r™. 


bation  (hear,  hear  and  cheers).  They  had  no  com"" 
promise  to  make  with  those  who  were  engaged  in 
that  nefarious  traflic.  They  respected  American  in- 
dependence, but  they  abominated  the  system  of  deal- 
ing in  human  beings  as  a  matter  of  trade,  and  could 
not  endure  tlie  thought  without  horror  of  a  child  be- 
ing torn"  from  its  parents,  or  a  wife  from  her  hus- 
band, to  be  thrown  into  filthy  dungeons,  with  the 
chance  of  being  drov,'ned,  or  poisoned  by  the  bad  air 
of  the  horrible  prison  in  which  tlicy  were  too  often 
unfortunately  confined,  and  the  bad  provisions  which 
they  receive  (liear,  hear).  He  regretted  that  the 
tralfic  in  humau  beings  should  be  continued;  but  he 
was  not  very  sorry  at  seeing  the  chartered  insolence 
of  England  put  down  (bear,  hear  and  cheers).  The 
matter  would,  of  course,  be  compromised;  they  could 
not  go  to  war;  and  as  far  as  right  was  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, they  should,  as  he  had  already  observed, 
obtain  the  sympathy  of  the  Irish  people.  But  as 
regarded  the  question  of  slavery,  it  met  with 
their  most  decided  reprobation.  lie  (the  lord  may- 
or) felt  it  his  duty  to  make  these  express  declara- 
tions, now  that  the  expression  of  America  had  kind- 
led towards  Ireland,  and  lest  that, might  be  held  out 
as  a  reason  to  calumniate  those  who  had  already 
taken  a  strong  part  on  the  question  of  slavery  (hear, 
hear).  Every  one  knew  that  his  opinion  on  that 
question  was  unaltered  and  unmoved;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  could  not  regret  to  see  the  just  regard  which 
was  meted  out  to  England  for  her  by-gone  insolence, 
particularly  to  Ireland,  and  the  degradation  which 
that  state  of  things  brought  upon  the  tory  faction, 
(cheers). 

TEXAS  AND  MEXICO. 
From  the  .Vfti!  Orleans  Pirnijune,  of  Alarch  10. 

The  following  is  translated  from  the  "Diario  del 
Gobierno  de  la  Republica  Mexicana,"  the  oQicial 
organ  of  the  present  administration  of  Mexico: 

Mexico,  February  20,  1842. 

The  two  following  letters  have  been  recently  re- 
ceived by  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  repub- 
lic—the one  from  James  Hamilton,  general,  of  the 
United  States,  and  agent  of  Texas,  and  the  other 
from  Mr.  Bernard  E.  Bee,  Texian  chief,  holding 
property  in  the  United  States.  We  give  also  in  se- 
quence the  answer  of  each  of  these,  which  his  ex- 
cellency has  vouchsafed  to  communicate,  in  order 
that  our  readers  and  the  entire  republic  may  learn 
how  far  presumption  and  audacity  have  carried  away 
the  usurpers  of  our  territory;  since,'already  by  alter- 
nate threats  and  promises,  they  attempt  to  drive  us 
Mexicans  to  a  renunciation  of  our  rights,  and  to 
the  abandonment  of  a  territory  which  they  have 
seized  upon  like  bandits,  at  a  lime  when  our  domes- 
tic disturbances  unfortunately  disabled  us  from  de- 
fending our  frontiers.  But  the  accompanying  an- 
swers'will  sufficiently  inform  them  what  they  are  to 
expect  from  Mexico,  and  must  persuade  them  that 
tliev  will  never  obtain  tranquil  possession  of  that 
which  never  belonged  to  them,  and  is  still  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Blexican  nation. 

We  may  add  to  what  the  worthy  chief  of  our  re- 
public has  so  patriotically  expressed,  that,  if  the  pre- 
sent generation,  by  some  fatality,  be  unable  to  re- 
conquerthe  territory,  our  sons  or  our  grajidsons  will 
accomplish  this  victory;  for  nations  have  a  long  life, 
and  those  who  know  their  power  and  their  rights 
will  never  submit  to  dishonor  and  infamy. 

JVni!  Orleayis,  December  27,  1841. 

MosTESTEEMEn  SIR:  The  prcscnt  position  of  Mexi- 
co requires  wisdom  and  firmness.  You  possess  both 
these  qualities  in  a  high  degree,  and  will  exercise 
them  for  the  benefit  of  your  country;  therefore  am 
(clad  to  see  you  tit  the  head  of  Mexican  affairs. 
The  expedition  of  Santa  Fc  affords  you  an  opportu- 
nity to  discuss  again  the  question  of  Texas — a  diffi- 
cult question,  which  should  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as 
possible.  Affairs  cannot  remain  in  their  present  po- 
sition. It  is  necessary  to  make  choice  between 
peace  and  war.  You  are  fully  aware  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  former,  and  of  the  evils 
which  must  result  from  the  latter.  Never  will  you 
be  able  to  conquer  Texas,  except  (to  use  your  own 
expression)  in  defiance  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  laws  of  nations.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  will  march  upon  Texas — they 
are  familiar  with  fire-arms,  and  their  aim  certain.. 
Thousands  of  them  will  pass  the  Sabine  as  soon  as 
they  hear  that  Texas  is  invaded;  the  knot  should, 
th'-n,  be  at  once  cu(,  as  I  told  general  Victoria  a'tthe 


50 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  20.  1842— FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


interview  vvhicti  I  had  with  him  nt  Vera  Cruz.  I  do 
not  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  of  j-our  determina- 
tion, when  I  reflect  upon  the  knowledge  of  tlie  facis 
which  you  possess,  and  the  experience  you  have  ac- 
quired during  your  voyage  through  a  part  of  the  U. 
States.  My  principal  object  in  addressing  to  you 
this  letter  is,  to  speak  of  Uie  prisoners  taken  in  the 
expedition  to  Santa  Fe.  I  firmly  believe  that  you 
have  ordered  them  to  be  well  treated,  and  1  have 
given  public  assurance  that  such  would  be  your 
course  in  the  matter.  Would  not  the  present  be  a 
good  opportunity  to  submit  the  whole  question  of 
Texas  to  the  decision  of  your  governraenL'  If  you 
think  that  the  mediation  of  the  United  .States  or  of 
England  would  exercise  a  beneficial  influence,  you 
may  rely  upon  its  being  tendered,  as  soon  as  you 
will  communicate  to  me  (contidt'ntially)  your  ideas 
upon  this  measure.  Please  ansv.'cr  me  as  soon  as 
possible  J  recommend  the  prisoners  to  your  care. 
I  entertain  friendly  relaticns  Avilh  many  of  them. 
The  object  of  tlie  Santa  Fe  expedition  was  never 
made  known  tome  at  Washington;  and  I  know  of  it 
only  what  appeared  in  the  public  prints.  I  remain, 
sir.  v/ith  great  respect,  £ic.  P.ER?«.\RD  E.  BEE. 
7'u  his  excellency  Gen.  Santa  ^'hi:ia, 

jircsident  c>f  the  republic  cf  .Mexico. 

A.VSWER. 

Pulacc  of  the  general  '^orcniineiH  of  .^Mexico, 
Febmarij  fi,  1849. 

Mv  TEAR  sir;  I  have  received  with  pleasure  your 
letter  of  the  27th  of  last  Oecember,  written  from 
New  Orleans;  because  I  renicmliered  the  noble  and 
generous  actions  which  your  kindness  exerted  in  my 
behalf  during  my  slay  in  Texas,  and  my  voyage  to 
the  United  States.  1  would  rejoice  were  fate  to  grant 
me  an  opportunity  of  recipr.-cating  in  person  the  kind 
attentions  which  you  manifested  to  me,  like  a  gen- 
tleman who  esteems  properly  the  respect  due  to 
great  misfortune  suffered  for  a  noble  cause.  Would 
to  God  that  our  relations  could  be  enclosed  within 
these  limits,  that  I  might  manifest  to  you,  without  re- 
striction or  embarrassment,  my  just  gratitude. 

But  in  th^e  letter  to  which  1  refer,  you  lay  not  be- 
fore General  .Santa  Anna,  but  before  the  president  of 
the  great  Mexican  republic,  the  question  of  Texas, 
ungrateful  in  its  recollections,  important  in  its  re- 
sults, and  worthy  of  fixing  the  entire  attention  of  the 
man  who  presides  over  the  destinies  of  a  great  na- 
tion. Too  surely  to  give  it  the  cousideration  to  which 
its  gravity  entitles  it,  both  wisdom  and  decision  are 
eminently  necessary;  and  you,  who  generously  grant 
me  the  one  and  the  other,  likewise  know  that  I  fully 
appreciate  how  important  to  Mexico  is  the  preserva- 
tion of  Texas,  and  how  weighty  are  the  consequences 
which  would  result  from  the  abandonment  of  our 
rights  to  this  territory,  actuated  by  an  infamous  and 
reprehensible  cowardice. 

The  expedition  to  Santa  Fe  recently  vanquished  by 
a  generous  ettbrt  of  that  city,  has  brought  confij:Qi 
tion  to  the  suspicions  and  fears  which  I  had  long 
since  conceived  of  the  ambitious  designs  entertained 
by  the  usurpers  of  the  Mexican  territory..  Hardly 
had  they  commenced  to  enjoy  the  traquiUity  and  rest 
granted  to  them  by  an  imbecile  and  careless  admin- 
istration, which  neglected  to  put  into  action  the  ele- 
ments of  pov.'er  abounding  in  the  Mexican  republic, 
than  they  had  passed  beyond  their  first  limits  and 
converted  themselves  into  conquerors  of  territories 
never  included  under  the  name  of  Texas.  This  act, 
as  unjust  as  it  is  scandalous,  has  confirmed  the  an- 
cient conviction  that  tlie  separation  of  Texas,  the 
creation  there  of  an  independent  government,  and 
the  abandonment  of  Mexico,  would  occasion  our 
ruin  and  disgrace,  and  make  to  disappear  from  the 
surface  of  the  country  which  we  have  conquered 
i^'itli  our  valor  and  our  blocd,  the  valiant  race  ivho 
so  foolishly  thinks  itself  vilified  and  degraded.  Mis- 
hap may  overtake  a. people  ignorant  of  its  destines; 
but  the  nation  who  foresees  the  entire  extent  of  her 
danger,  with  the  consciousness  of  her  rights,  her  dig- 
nity and  her  resources,  is  enabled  to  resist  misfortune 
or  retard  her  overthrow  by  the  exercise  cf  her  en- 
ergies and  her  constancy.  Such  is  the  use  of  deci- 
sion; and  you  may  rely  upon  finding  that  of  the  Mex- 
icans unanimous  to  defend  their  honor,  and  1  will  ex- 
haust the  energies  of  my  soul  to  give  new  proofs  that 
the  glorious  standard  of  my  country  shall  not  be  out- 
raged unavenged. 

'J'o  the  tiimuHuons  (tnmultuaria)  population  of  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  with  v/hich  you  permit 
yourself  to  threaten  me,  we  will  oppose  the  popula- 
tion of  our  valleys  and  our  mountains,  of  our  towns 
and  our  large  cities;  that  is,  an  aggregate  population 
of  eight  millions  of  inhabitants,  who  form  a  nation 
by  so  many  titles  respectable.  1  am  astounded  that 
you  should  announce  to  me  so  openly  (sin  cmboz) 
the  hostility  of  a  people  friendly  to  Mexico,  and  bound 
to  us  by  relations  whose  intiniaej  would  iV'rhid  such 
aggressions.  The  civilized  world  will  not  learn 
wilh.out  scandal  that  the   inhabitanis  of  the  Uiiilcd 


States,  infringing  their  own  laws  and  violating  the 
most  sacred  international  rights,  support  for  a  second 
time  a  usurpation  which  they  have  commenced  and 
constantly  supported,  abusing  and  mocking  the  gene- 
rosity with  which  the  Mexicans  bestowed  upon  their 
countrymen  rich  and  coveted  lands,  and  invited  them 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their  institutions.  Jf  Mexico 
should  receive  such  hostility  from  those  who  call 
the'mselves  her  friends,  she  will  treat  them  as  ene- 
mies in  the  field  of  battle.  She  will  repel  force  by 
force,  and  she  will  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the  uni- 
verse upon  such  an  aggression,  as  unjust  as  it  would 
be  violent. 

Like  every  philanthropic  man,  I  appreciate  the 
blessings  of  peace,  and  I  admit  that  war  has  its  dis- 
asters, its  vicissitudes,  and  its  dangers;  but  a  peace, 
bought  at  the  e^ense  of  the  dignity  of  a  nation,  is 
an  inadmissible  peace,  and  to  it  we  must  prefer  war, 
which  may  save  our  honor,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sults it  may  entail  upon  us.  1  fully  annr?ciate  the 
problematic  condition  of  Texas;  and  I  have  before 
me  the  entire  series  of  its  consequences.  I  believe 
war  to  be  necessary.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  measure  in- 
dispensable to  the  salvation  of  Mexico,  and  that 
her  government  will  not  faithfully  perform  her  du- 
ties, if  she  does  not  strain  her  resources  to  the  ut- 
most  boldly  to  enforce  a  full  confession  of  her  jus- 
tice. 

You  have  yourself  seen  that  an  unexpected  and 
surprising  freak  of  fortune  alone  prevented  the  total 
ruin  of  the  remains  of  the  Texian  army,  which  had 
already  lost  the  greater  part  of  the  territory  depend- 
ing upon  its  defence.  Still  greater  efforts  than  those 
attempted  at  that  period  can  still  be  made,  and  shall 
be,  for  J  have  the  will  and  the  power  sufficient,  which 
God  and  the  Mexican  people  have  given  me,  to  es- 
tablish solidly  the  honor  of  the  nation  I  govern. 

If  the  mediation  of  the  governments  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  Slales  had  for  its  object  any  rea 
sonable  adjustment  in  which  were  not  compromised 
the  incontestable  rights  of  the  nation  to  a  territory 
usurped  under  the  name  of  an  independent  nation,  I 
would  not  refuse  to  admit  it,  as  well  on  account  of 
my  respect  for  these  governments,  as  from  a  due 
consideration  of  the  interests  of  humanity;  but  if  this 
principle  is  to  be  brought  into  question,  we  Mexicans 
prefer  the  toils  of  war,  satisfied  that  we  have  not 
provoked  it;  and  we  will  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  social  world  to  support  the  justice  of 
our  cause  by  a  triumph  which  we  will  not  pervert  to 
the  oppression  and  extermination  of  Texas. 

The  prisoners  from  Santa  Fe  have  been  treated  ac- 
cording to  the  usages  in  cases  of  prisoners  of  war 
for,  as  such,  humanity  requires  us  to  consider  them 
without,  however,  disregarding  prudent  measures  of 
security.  I  have  ordered  the  youths.  Van  Ness  and 
Combs,  to  be  placed  in  absolute  liberty,  through  con- 
sideration for  the  respectable  families  in  the  United 
States  to  which  they  belong,  and  to  give  testimon_ 
that  the  Mexican  government  knows  how  to  temper 
the  severity  of  its  justice  by  measures  of  leniency 
and  commiseration. 

From  Mr.  Samuel  Houston,  from  yourself,  and 
from  two  or  three  more  Texians,  I  have  received 
many  kind  attentions.  So  far  as  my  delicate  duti 
as  chief  of  the  nation  will  permit  me,  I  shall  be  most 
happy,  as  a  private  individual,  gratefully  to  repay 
thein  in  whatever  inisfortune  inconstant  fate  may 
prepare  for  them.  You,  sir,  are  fully  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  extent  of  my  obligations;  you  know  my  per- 
sonal character,  andl  flatter  myself  you  v.'ill  accept 
the  sincere  protestations  with  which  I  repeat  myself 
your  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

J\Ir.  Barnard  E.  Bee. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Januarij  ]3(/i,  1842,  on  board  the  steamer  Forth,  on  its 
voyage  betioeen  Havana  and  Mio  Orleans,  from  Eng- 
land. 

[Conjuknliul.} 
"To  his  excellency  general  Santa  .'\iina,  president  of 

the  Mexican  republic. 

"Sir:  Although  1  am  a  citizen  of  the  U.  States, 
the  government  of  Texas  has  commissioned  me  to 
obtain  the  recognition  of  its  independence,  bv  the  Eu- 
ropean powers,  and  to  transact  certain  fiscal  opcra- 
li-iMs,  for  whose  successful  terminalion  I  am  nov.-  re- 
turning to  Te.xas,  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  its  go- 
vern nient, 

"1  am  induced  to  take  this  step,  not  from  any  fear 
that  Jlexico  should  break  hostilities  with  the  govern- 
ment or  people  of  Texas.  I  take  the  liberty  of  pro- 
posing to  your  excellency,  (if  you  think  it  consistent 
with  the  honor  and  interests  of  Mexico)  that  a  trea- 
ty of  peace  and  limitation  should  be  entered  into, 
Willi  Texas,  upon  llu-  b;isis  ,,(  an  ind'-mnilirathm 
of  five  millions  ol  duliars,  which  ]  can  'piace  in 
London,  for  this  object,  within  three  weeks  after 
receipt  of    the   a-rcement,   together  with  two  hun- 


dred thousand  dollars,  which  will  be  secretly  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  agents  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. 

"If  your  excellency  desires  peace  at  this  price, 
address  to  me  your  answer  at  New  Orleans,  under 
cover  of  the  English  consul,  by  return  of  the  stea- 
mer. 

"1  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  consideration,  your 
very  obedient  servant, 

'    (Signed)  "J.  IIAlMILTON." 

"  To  his  excellency  general  Santa  Anna.^'' 

"Your  excellency  may  address  your  letter  to  gen. 
James  Hamilton — I  have  written  with  great  haste  in 
order  not  to  lose  the  present  opportunity. 

"Your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness,  if  you 
answer  this  letter,  to  do  it  in'English  in  order  to  avoid 
the  translation  of  a  confidential  letter,  in  v.hich cha- 
racter I  will  consider  your  answer." 

[ANSWER.] 

"Pa/flce  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  February  18.'/i, 
1842.     M:  J.  Hamilton. 

Mt  dear  sir:  Mr.  Packenham,  minister  of  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  placed  in  my  hands  in  due  time,  your 
letter  of  the  18th  of  last  January,  which  iiad  reached  ■ 
him  by  the  steamer  Forth,  and  I  at  present  acknow- 
ledge its  receipt  after  the  delay  required  by  the  grave 
matter  on  which  it  treats. 

"A  letter  written  without  previous  acquaintance 
with  me,  either  official  or  personal,  by  a  man  whose 
very  acts  stamp  him  an  enemy  of  my  country,  could 
not  fail  to  surprise  me,  and  the  more  so,  from  tire 
want  of  tact  and  delicacy  with  which  certain  propo- 
sitions are  addressed  to  one,  who  knows  how  much 
is  due  to  his  eminent  position,  and  to  his  own  dignity 
and  honor.  You  have  placed  me,  sir,  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  being  very  explicit  and  severe,  because  I 
cannot  consent  that  you  and  the  partisans  of  your 
caust,  should  deceive  themselves  concerningthe  final 
resolution  of  Mexico  in  the  question  of  Texas,  nor 
can  I  omit  the  expression  of  the  profound  di.sgust 
which  you  have  excited  in  me,  by  so  rudely  coming 
forward,  to  propose  to  me,  the  sale  of  7'exas,  and  the 
acquisition  of  an  infamy. 

"You  commence  by  acknowledging  yourself  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  agent 
of  Texas,  for  the  recognition  of  its  independence,  by 
the  European  powers,  and  for  the  well  known  and 
unfortunate  negotiations  for  loans.  I  do  not  con- 
ceive how  you  can  preserve  the  title  of  citizen  of  a 
nation  at  peace,  harmony  and  friendship  with  Mexi- 
co, v/hile  at  the  same  time,  you  endeavor  to  do  her 
all  the  harm  in  your  power,  and  to  cut  off  from  her  a 
part  of  its  territory,  by  means  which  you  have  em- 
ployed with  such  singular  activity.  This  species  of 
impudence  with  w'hieh  you  represent  yourself  as  t\ 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  excites  vivid  recollec- 
tions that  your  countrymen  first  commenced  the  war; 
introduced  disorder  into  Texas  and  still  maintain 
it,  in  scandalous  violation  of  the  treaties  which 
should,  in  good  faith,  unite  the  two  nations.  But  leav- 
ing this  examination  to  the  criticism  of  the  civilized 
world,  which  is  ignorant  neither  of  the  origin,  nor 
the  tendencies  of  the  usurpation  of  Texas,  I  v.'ill 
quickly  show  you,  that  you  are  mistaken,  and  that 
too  greatly,  in  supposing  Mexico  deficient  either 
in  .strength  or  the  will  to  maintain  her  inconteslible 
rights. 

"We  have  fully  weighed  the  actual  and  the  possi- 
ble value  of  the  territory  of  Texas,  the  advantage 
accruing  to  Mexico  by  retaining  it  in  possession,  and 
still  more  by  the  precarious  situation  to  which  she 
would  find  herself  reduced,  were  she  to  permit  a  co- 
lossus to  arise  within  her  own  limits,  always  ready 
to  advance,  and  covetous  to  obtain  new  acquisitions 
by  the  trite  title  of  theft  and  usurpation;  but  even 
w-ere  the  soil  of  Texas  a  mere  desert  of  sand,  unpro- 
ductive save  of  thorns  to  wound  the  foot  of  the  tra- 
veller, this  plain,  useless,  sterile  and  unproductive, 
should  be  defended  with  energy  and  constancy,  un- 
der the  conviction  that  the  possession  of  a  right  im- 
poses upon  a  nation  the  necessity  of  never  abandon- 
ing  it  with  shame  and  disgface  to  her  name.  If  you 
are  acquainted  with  the  statistics  of  Mexico,  you 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  its  population  and  its  wealth, 
and  if  you  have  read  history,  you  will  remember  that 
the  i-.u'.e  which  now  peoples  the  American  continent, 
is  the  same  which  on  so  many  memorable  occasions, 
has  given  signal  proof,  not  only  of  constancy,  but 
even  of  obstinacy  in  the  defence  of  their  lands, 
their  hearths  and  their  national  individuality. 

"Eleven  years  of  a  bloody  and  mortal  strife,  to 
conquer  our  independence,  will  serve  perpetually  to 
prove  that  strong  passions  agitate  our  hearts,  and 
nerve  our  arms  in  a  great  crisis;  and  this  very  pro- 
longed series  of  civil  wars,  has  formed  here  a  popu- 
lation as  warlike  as  they  are  patient,  and  eminently 
capable  of  action  under  all  the  sliinulants  of  glory 
when  controlled  by  a  government  which  respects  it- 
self, and  enforces  respect  for  the  people,  whose  wel- 
fare is  confided  to  it.     You  must  clearly  remember. 
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that  in  the  beginning  of  1836,  Texas  i*ound  itself 
subjugated,  and  thai  only  a  freak  of  fortune,  the  un- 
expected conduct  of  the  general  who  succeeded  me 
in  the  command,  withdrawing  improperly  the  Mexi- 
can army,  and  other  causes  which,  even  at  present, 
appear  incomprehensible,  annulled  the  immense  and 
definite  results  of  the  rapid  succession  of  victories 
gained  by  this  same  army  under  my  orders  and  direc- 
tion. Greater  and  more  powerful  efforts  than  those 
can  still  he  made;  and,  sir,  you  must  not  doubt  that 
they  will  be  made,  for  v.'ith  the  knowledge  of  my  du- 
ties, I  unite  a  consciousness  of  the  power  and  the  re- 
sources at  my  control.  One  of  the  most  grave  and  ve- 
hement charges  preferred  by  the,  nation  against  the 
government  which  iias  just  disappeared  from  office, 
■was  the  apathy  and  criminal  neglect  with  wiiich  it 
conducted  the  affairs  of  Texas,  and  I  am  not  the  man 
Who  will  incur  so  just  a  reproach,  or  will  sanction 
-  by  silence,  or  inactivity,  one  of  the  most  scandalous 
robberies  of  the  present  century. 

«  "Feeling  as  I  do,  all  the  merit  and  importance  of 
Texas,  all  the  basis  of  my  country ^s  rights,  and  the 
imponderable  results  of  their  renunciation,  I  can  ne- 
ver contribute  to  the  raeognition  of  her  fatal  inde- 
pendence; I  will  say  more,  never  will  1  permit  any 
one  to  dare  do  that  which  the  nation  will  not  sanc- 
tion, and  he,  whoever  he  may  be,  sliall  be  considered 
and  published  as  a  traitor  to  the  rights,  the  name  and 
the  glory  of  Mexico. 

"Your  proposals  of  five  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
renunciation  of  Texas,  is  a  miscalculation,  and  an  I 
act  of  audacity;  permit  me  sir,  to  add  to  you,  that 
your  ofler  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
secret  agents  of  the  goverrunent  of  Mexico,  is  an 
insult  and  infamy  unworthy  of  a  gentleman. 

"Perhaps  you  have  ventured  upon  this  imprudence, 
yielding  to  the  illusion  that  my  return  to  power  gave 
some  probability  to  the  hope  of  an  arrangement  fa- 
vorable to  Texas;  if  such  v/as  your  opinion,  you, 
like  many  others,  have  been  deceived,  for  I  have 
changed  neither  my  convictions,  nor  my  resolutions, 
nor  am  1  bound  by  any  pledge  or  promise  whatever, 
that  could  give  plausibility  to  so  unjust  a  suspicion. 
•  I  promised  in  Texas,  beneath  the  rifles  of  the 
tumultuary  soldiers,  who  surrounded  me,  that  I 
would  procure  a  hearing  for  their  commissioners 
from  my  government,  and  would  exercise  my  in- 
fluence to  prevent  for  the  time  being  a  fatal  strug- 
gle: and  this  promise,  whose  object  was  to  se- 
cure, without  molestation,  the  retreat  which  the 
Mexican  army  had  already  commeni'cd,  and  which  I 
learned  with  the  greatest  sorrow  from  Gen.  Wall, 
naturally  remained  without  effect,  from  my  sad 
condition  as  prisoner;  because  the  aggressions  of 
the  Texians  removed  even  the  possibility  of  light- 
ening the  evils  of  war,  and  because  they  failed  them- 
selves, in  their  promises;  they  annulled  the  resolu- 
tions of  him  whom  they  called  their  cabinet;  they 
caused  me  violently  to  disembark  from  the  schooner 
Invincible;  and  abandoned  me  to  the  excited  pas- 
sions of  one  hundred  and  thirty  recruits  just  arrived 
from  New  Orleans.  I  was  exposed  to  the  gaze  aiid 
insults  of  this  undisciplined  soldiery;  many  of  the 
prisoners  of  Goliad,  who  were  among  the  most  ex- 
cited, were  immediately  charged  with  my  custody; 
projects  to  murder  me  in  some  barbarous  manger 
succeeded  one  to  another.  I  was  handcuffed  to  an 
iron  bar  for  n)ore  than  iiftv-uays,  and  on  the  30th  June 
I  wajs  ordered  to  march  out  to  be  shot,  on  the  same 
spot  where  Fanning  and  his  men  were  executed;  this 
wicked  plan  was  frustrated,  thanks  to  the  kind  offi- 
ces of  Stephen  Austin.  Now,  that  you  atniounce  to 
me  your  intention  of  proceeding  to  Texas  you  may, 
in  the  theatre  itself,  of  my  suffering,  verifv  substan- 
tially and  minutely  the  cruel, unworthy  and  inhuman 
treatment,  of  which  I  became  the  butt,  after  the  no- 
minal agreements  of  the  14th  of  May.  In  those  I 
did  not  compromise  myself,  nor  could  I  more  than  as 
a  private  individual,  to  make  representations  to'my 
government;  but  even  this  weak  and  isolated  agree- 
ment lost  its  validity  so  soon  as  they  commenced  to 
treat  mo  as  in  former  days  it  was  customary  to  treat 
slaves,  in  the  regions  of  Barbary.     1  send  with  this 


sensible  men.  Ever  will  I  strive  to  reward  them, 
under  all  possible  contingencies.  I  will  publish  their 
deeds  to  their  honor  and  praise;  for  such  acts  invari- 
ably secure  the  sympathy  and  admiration  of  the 
whole  human  family.  But  even  these  considerations 
cannot  bind  me  down  to  lukewarmness  in  the  affairs 
of  the  great  nation  which  I  govern;  more  particular- 
ly when  they  involve  her  major  interests.  The  Mexi- 
can army  has  again  taken  a  position  of  offence,  and 
she  will  not  vary  her  attitude  till  she  plauts  her 
eagle  standard  on  the  banks  of  the  Sabine. 

"Circumstances  with  which  I  suppose  you  are  well 
acquainted,  have  contributed  to  maintain  the  affairs 
of  Texas  in  statu  quo;  and  the  last  Mexican  adminis- 
tration did  neither  what  it  could  or  should  have  done 
to  molest,  at  least,  those  whom  their  apathy  and 
carelessness  convinced  of  their  definite  safety.  Then 
followed  an  appearance  of  prosperity,  which  deceiv- 
ed the  speculators  of  some  nations,  and  even  their 
governments;  hut  time  has  removed  these  deceits, 
and  things  appear  now  as  they  actually  exist,  una- 
dorned by  the  prismatic  colors  of  novelty.  You 
have  just  returned  from  a  circuit  of  Europe,  a-id  I 
refer  to  yo\irself  for  confirmation  of  those  truths. 

"In  a  different  point  of  view,  the  question  of  Texas 
involves  another  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
cause  of  humanity — that  of  slavery.  Mexico,  who 
has  given  the  noble  and  illustrious  example  of  re- 
nouncing the  increase  of  her  wealth,  and  even  I 
the   cultivation  of  her  fields,  thnt  she   may   not  see  ! 


were  in  the  St.  Lazarus  Charity  hospital.  Mr.  K. 
was  laboring  under  the  measels.  Eighty-two  of 
them  were  at  Pucbla  working  on  the  roads.  The 
only  Americans  released  were  Combs  and  Van  ffess 
and  that  as  a  favor  to  their  connexions  in  the  United' 
States.  The  proof  that  Mr.  Kendall  had  a  passport, 
is  strong,  notwithstanding  the  denial  by  the  Mexican 
consul.  (Register. 
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APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Surveyors    general. 

Silas  Reed,  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

Valentine  P.  Conway  for  Florida. 

Solomon    Clarke  reappointed   receiver  of   public 
moneys  at  Pontotoc,  Mississippi, 

Elias  H.  Haines  reappointed  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  district  of  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

David  V.  Culley  reappointed  register  of  the  land 
ofiice  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
Postmarters. 

.John  Larimer  Graham,  city  of  New  York. 

.Tustus  McKinstry,  Hudson,  New  York. 


THE  ARMY. 
FtoniDA.     By  an  officer  just  arrived  in  town,  says 
them  fattened  with  the  sweat,  the  blood  and  the  tears  !  the  Savannah  Republi:',an  of  the  10th  inst.  we  learn 


that  .Is-sijn-ocK,  with  his  whole  party,  consisting  of 
21  v/airiors  and  57  women  and  children  have  come 
in  and  surrendered  to  Major  Bcllciuip.  This  is  very 
agreeable  information. 

The  St.  Augustine  News  says:  We  have  the  grati- 
fying intelligence  that  that  worthy  and  indefatigable 
officer.  Major  Plympton,  has  succeeded  in  capturing 
the  notorious  chief  Short  Grass,  together  with  his 
son-in-law  and  their  families.  Tliey  were  captured 
near  Dunn's  Lake. 


of  the  African  race,  will  not  retroccJe  in  this  course; 
and  her  efforts  to  recover  a  usurped  territory  will  be 
blessed  by  all  those  who  sincerely  esteem  the  natu- 
ral and  imprescriptible  rights  of  the  human  species. 

"Texas  might  yet  find  great  advantage  by  cover- 
ing hereelf  anew  with  the  Mexican  flag.  You,  sir, 
who  possess  the  talents  of  a  statesman,  think  seri- 
ously of  this  step,  which  is  applauded  by  philosophy; 
and  if  by  its  triumph  you  should  be  convinced,  you 
may  rely  U|)on  the  facilities  which  I  offer  you,  and 
the  friendly  consideration  of  your  obedient  servant. 
Signed,    ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA." 

The  reply  to  the  above  letter,  from  Gon.  Hamilton, 
dated  Charleston,  S.  C.  March  91,  184:2,  appears  in 
the  Mercury  of  the  32d.  Information  from  New 
Orleans  of  the  16th,  shows  that  the  Mexican  army 
has  invaded  the  republic  and  San.\ntonio  had  fallen. 
Gen.  Houston  has  called  his  countrymen  to  arms. 
[See  Chronicle  page.] 

MuhHe,  Mnreh  1-3. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  has  issued  an  extra, 
containing  the  latest  iiev/s  from  Mexico,  brought  by 
Mr.  Lumsden,  the  editor  of  that  print.  There  has  also 
been  an  arrival  at  New  Orleans  v/ith  later  dates. 

Santa  Anna  has  issued  an  order,  forbidding  the  pay- 
ment of  all  debts  by  the  national  treasury,  except 
the  English  claim,  and  v.-hat  is  called  the  tobacco 
fund.  Foreign  functionaries,  so  far  as  their  nations 
are  interested  in  this  matter,  have  protested,  and 
Santa  Anna  has  re'quested  the  ministers  resident  to 
furnish  him  with  phins  for  filling  his  treasury.  The 
expenses  of  the  government  are  24  millions,  and  the  I  promoted 

annual  receipts  6.     Besides,  the  president  has  stop-,      ],t   lieutenant  Henrv.  Swartwout,  to  be   capta 
ped  the  payment  of  interest  on  all  debts  at  home  and    si^t  January,  1843,  vice  Belknap,  promoted, 
abroad,  amounting   to   some  20   millions.     The  go-       2.1  lieutenant  Stephen  D.  nobhins,to  hoist  1 
vernment  bonds  scarcely  bring  30  per  cent,  of  their  "  -.._      . 

value. 

Nearly  all  the  cabinet  have  resigned.  The  loss  of 
Gen.  Tornell  is  a  blow  to  Santa  Anna.  Gen.  Valen- 
cia has  b^en  removed  on  the  pretence  of  his  being 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy.  It  was  feared  that  he 
would  be  shot. 


GENERAL    ORDERS,    NO.    13. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj.  generaVs  office, 

Wailiingtoii,  March  17,  1842. 
Promotion.s  and  appointments  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate,  since  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1842: 

I.  promotions — fcco^id  regiment  of  artillery. 
1st  lieut.  John  C.  Casey,  to  be  eaplain  4th  Janua- 
ry, 1842,  vice  Zantzinger,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Lucius  Pitkin,  to  be  1st  lieut.  4th  Janua- 
ry, 1842,  vice,  Casey,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d   lieut.   Samuel   S.    Anderson,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  4th  January,  1842,  vice  Pitkin,  promoted. 
Fourth  regitne.nt   of  artillery. 
2d  lieut.  Joshua  H.^Bates,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  Jan- 
uary, 1842,  vice  Thomas,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Robert  S.  Garnett,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  January,  1842,  vice  Bates,  promoted. 
Tliird  regiment  of  infifitry. 
Major  Ethan  A.  Hitchcock,  of  the  8th  infantry,  to 
be  lieutenant  colonel,  31st  January,  1842,  vice  Vose 


■  Santa  Anna  has  appointed  Joachim  Velasquez  de 
Leon,  colonel  of  engineers,  charge  dc'affairs  of  Mex- 
ico nt  Washington  city.  The  colonel  was  one  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  who  had  the  examination  of 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Mexico. 

Mr.  .McRae,  bearer  of  d'^espatches  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
has  returned.  The  N.  O.  Advertiser  says  of  his 
mission,  it  appears  that  Santa  Anna  refuses  to  surren- 

,  ,,      ■  ,  "        ^.  , .■  -     -   - ■■■■   der  Mr.  Kendall,  on  the  ground  of  his  being  an  ene- 

Jetter  the  protest  which,  on  the  9th  of  the  same  my,  and  an  abetter  of  the  Texians,  whom  ho  pleases 
June,  1  directed,  in  the  port  of  Velasco,  to  Mr.  Da-  to  regard  as  invaders  of  the  Mexican  territory.  It 
vid  G.  Burnet,  who  then  aeled  as  president  of  these  would  appear,  further,  that  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ken- 
called  republic;  read  it,  sir,  without  prejudice  and  dall's  having  a  passport,  and  of  its  destruction  by 
in  cool  blood,  and  confess,  that  to  the  very  enemies    the  Mexican   authorities,  was  met  bv  the  statement 

who  were  so  anxious  for  my  death,  1  openly  threw      " ...         .   .    •■        _ 

the  accusation  of  infidelity  and  inconsistency;  and  I 
proved  to  them  that  my  pledges  had  been  annulled 
entirely  by  their  own  fault. 

"Messrs.  E.  Austin  and  Samuel  Houston  saved  mv 


tenant,  31st  Januarv,  1842,  vice  Swartwoqt,  promot- 
ed. 

Brevet  2d  lientenant  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  to  be  .2d 
lieut.  31st  January,  1842,  vice  Dobbins,  promoted. 
Fourth  7-egimsnt  cf  infantry. 
Lieutenant  colonel   Josiah  H.  Vose,  of  the  .3d  in- 
fantry, to  be  colonel,  31st  January,  1842,  vice  Cum- 
mings,  deceased. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 
1st  lieutenant  W.  S.  Ketchum,  to  be  captain,  10th 
February,  1842,  vice  Hutter,  negatived  by  the  senate. 
2d  lieutenant  Benjamin  C.  Edes,  to  be"  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 10th   February,  1842,  vice  Ketchum  promoted. 
Brevet  2d  lieutenant   Anderson    D.  Nelson,  to  he 
2d  lieut.  10th  February,  1842,  vice  Edes,  promoted. 
Eighth.  're:iimriit  nf  infantry. 
Brevet  ni.ijor  W.  G.   Belknap,  captain  of  the  3d 
infantry,  to  be  major,  31st  January,  1842,  vice  Hitch- 
cock, promoted. 

II    appointments — pay  department. 
David  Hunter,  to  be  paymaster,  14Ui  March,  1842, 
of  the  Mexican  consul  at  New  Orleans,  that  he  had  i  vice  Rector,  deceased, 
not  granted  Mr.  Kendall  one.  .  Fifth  regiment  of  infantry.    . 

Mr.  Lumsden  had  full  intercourse  with  Mr.  Ken-!      Anthony   Drane,  formerly  a  1st  lieutenant  in  the 

dall  for  a  part  of  the  ti:iiK,  but  at  last  was  forbidden    5th    regiment  of  infantry,  to  be    captain  in  the  same 

niicate  with  him.     No  communication  was'j  regiment,  to  rank  from  31st  October,  1336,  and  take 


•  u         .k- j —J—--'  ■■"  "-  "  ■^^  f^^^iuta  lu  I  perniuieu  wiin  any  oi  tne  prisoners,  alter  tlie  ::iUth  01    place  in  tl 

them;  they  made  me  an  object  of  their  compassion  i  February.     Those  of    them    who  were   detained  in    tin  Scott. 

and  most  gentlemanly    commiseration.     Mr.  Hous- ,  the  city  of  Mexico,  huddled  together  every  nisiht  in  1    "  III.  cnsualiies— resignations. 

ton  di.stingu.shed  himseif  by  obtaining  for  me  my  li-   St.   James  church,  and  with   chains  on  their  limbs,  j      1st   lieutenant  George   C.   Thomas,  4th  artillery 

berty,  without   requiring  from   me  any  retribution.  I  were  forced  to   work  in  ihe  streets,  and  sewers  dur-  j  31st  Januarv,  1942.  ^ 

JJow  great  are  my  obligations  for  this  act.  Ever  will '  ing  the  day.     Thev  kept  their  health  well.     Among  I      2d  lieuteiianf  Robert  D.  Stephen,  3d  infantrv,  20th 

I  be  grateful  for  actions  so  worthy  of  Christians  and    the  sick  were  Mr.  Kendal  and  Dr.  Whitaker.    Th4   Fehruarv,  1S«. 
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Denlhs. 

Colonel  Alexander  Cummings,  4tli  infantry,  at  N. 
York,  31sl  January,  1842. 

Brevet  major  R.  A.  Zantzin=;er,  2(3  artillery,  at 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  4th  January,  1842. 

Brevet  major  Delafayette  Wilrox,  5th  infantry,  at 
Pilatka,  Florida,  3d  January,  1842. 

IV.  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  join 
their  proper  regiments,  companies,  and  stations  with- 
out delay:  those  on  detached  service, or  acting  under 
special  orders  and  instructions,  will  report  by  letter 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  their  respective  regi- 
ments.    By  command  of  Jlaj.  Gen.  Scott: 

R.  JOfiES,  mljutant  general. 

THE  NAVY. 

We  understand  that  the  secietary  of  the  navy  has 
ordered  three  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  "Home 
Squadron"  to  be  despatched  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  as 
far  as  it  may  be  carried  on  in  American  vessels,  and 
to  prevent  the  "right  of  search,"  on  our  vessels,  by 
the  British,  or  any  other  cruizers.  We  regard  this 
as  a  judicious  measure,  and  would  be  glad  to  see 
the  force  still  increased,  by  the  addition  of  two  or 
three  of  the  gun  brigs,  now  being  built,  and  we 
would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
make  the  coast  of  Africa  a  regulur  naval  station,  and 
add  to  the  force  one  of  the  sea  steamers  lately  built, 
as  the  "flag  ship" — a  regular  supply  of  coai  might 
te  kept  up  for  her  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  two 
transports,  or  store  ships,  of  five  or  sis  huodrcd  tons 
each.  [^«''-  P"t- 

Promotions. 

Passed  midshipman  George  W.  Chapman,  to  be  a 
lieutenant,  from  the  8th  Sept.  1841. 

Passed  midshipman  William  V.  iMcArthur,  to  be  a 
lieutenant,  from  the  8th  Sept.  1841. 

Passed  assistant  surgeon  Ninian  Pinkney,  to  be  a 
surgeon  from  27  Oct.  1841. 

Jl/m-int  corpf. 

Major  and  bvt.  It.  col.   Samuel  JMiller,  to  be  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  Oct.    6,  1841,  -vice    Waiuwright,  de- 
Captain   John   Harris,  to  be  major,  Oct.   6,  1S41, 
rice  Miller.-proniotcd. 

First  lieutenant  Alvin  Edsou,  to  be  captain,  Oct. 
6,  1841,  vice  Harris,  promoted. 

Second    lieutenant  Edward    Floyd    West,  to  be  a 
first  lieutenant,  Oct.  6,  1841,  virt  Edson  promoted. 
tflppointmrnts. 

John  D.  Simms,  jr.  to  be  a  second  lieutenant  in 
the  marine  corps  from  the  7lli  Oct.  1841. 

J.  Vincent  Browne,  to  be  navy  agent  for  the  port 
of  Boston,  for  four  years  from  the  2Uth  Sept.  1841. 

ORDERS. 

jilarch  7 Lieut.   S.   F.  Hazard,  leave   6  mo's,  with 

permission  to  visit  island  of  Cuba. 
Chaplain  VV.  G.  Jackson,  leave   until  Sept. 
I,    1842,  then  to  report  to   commander  of 
iVTedilerraneau  squadron  for  duty. 
March  8— Lieut.  C.  W.  Morris,  depot  of  charts,  &c. 
Mid.   F.  A.  Parker,  receiving  ship,  Nor- 
folk. 
March  10 — Lieut.  John   Carroll,  schr.  Boxer,  N.  Y. 
Lieut.  C.  B.  Poindexter,  det'd  from  schr. 
Boxer, 
March  11 — Lieut.  W.CIiandler,  steamer  Mississippi, 
Norfolk. 

Mid.  H.  K.  Davenport,  rec.  vessel  Phila. 
Mid.  C.  W.  Hays,        do.  do. 

All  officers  who  have  been  in  command  of  or  at- 
tached to  navy  yards  and  shore  stations,  for  tlirqe 
years  or  more,  have  been  nolitied  that  they  will  be 
relieved. 

March  12 — Preparatory  orders  have  been  issued 
to  the  following  named  officers  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  subsequent  orders: 

Captain  W.  A.  Spencer,  command  of  the  Colum- 
bus 74. 

Capiain  E.  II.  Shubrick,  command  ot  frigate  Con- 
stitution. 

Captain  P.  F.  Voorhees,  command  of  frigate  Con- 
gi.(.ss.  [.Jriii!;  nnd  Aiiri;  Clironiclc. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  (rVimii,  Charles  L.  Wil- 
liamson, commander,  arrived  at  I'ensucola,  on  the 
1st,  from  Norfolk. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Lrvanl,  Andrew  Fit/.hugh, 
commander,  arrived  there  on  the3d,  from  the  Bay  of 
Honduras. 

RECRUITING  SERVICE.  The  number  of  re- 
cruits enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  army,  from  the  first  of 
October,  1840,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1841,  was 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

THE  ALLOWANCE  OF  A  PKR  D1E:\1  to  Ge- 
neral Scott,  as  commissioner  for  the  removal  of  the 
Cherokecs,  has,  as  our  readers  know,  been  recently 
made  a  matter  of  inquiry  in  tho  house  of  representa- 


tives. The  answer  to  the  call  for  information  has 
disappointed  any  unfriendly  motives,  if  such  there 
were,  for  the  call.  This  answer,  with  the  documents, 
as  printed  by  the  house,  is  now  before  us,  and  the  re- 
sult is  shortly  this — for  in  the  crowded  state  of  our 
columns,  we  have  not  room  for  the  documents:  On 
the  11th  April,  1838,  President  Van  Buren,  under  his 
own  sign  manual,  constituted  him  "a  commissioner" 
to  regulate  the  emigration^or  vary  tlie  propositions  of 
the  treaty  by  which  the  emigration  was  stipulated. 
The  commission  runs  thus:  "For  these  purposes,  and 
to  meet  the  contingency  referred  to,  yon  are  hereby 
appointed  a  commissioner,  and  authorised  to  conclude 
an  arrangement  of  the  nature  herein  described  with 
the  said  Indians,  subject  to  the  approbation  or  rejec- 
tion of  the  senate." 

Having  executed  his  duty,  and  being  in  Ohio  on 
other  duty,  in  December,  1838,  General  Scott  wrote 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  asking  that  the  amount  of 
the  usual  allowance  to  a  commis=;ioner  of  §8  per 
rfifiit,  should  be  placed  to  his  credit,  gs  he  would 
have  occasion  for  the  money;  and  aware  both  from 
his  own  experience  and  the  practice  in  respect  of; 
others,  that  the  uniform  practice  was  to  make  such  j 
compensation,  he  sent  no  voucher,  but  a  simple  , 
statement  of  the  time  he  was  employed  as  commis- 
sioner. I 

Mr.-  Poinsett,  the  secretary  of  war,  referred  the  ac- 
count to  the  commissioner  of  Indian  aQairs,  who, 
under  date  of  121h  December,  1833,  reports  that  it 
is  inadmissablc — 1st,  because  there  is  no  appoint- 
ment on  record  of  General  Scott  as  commissioner; 
and  second,  because,  as  he  appeared  to  be  only  act- 
ing in  his  capacity  as  a  military  officer,  the  law  of 
March  3d,  183.'i,  forbade  any  extra  allowance.  In  this 
view,  Mr.  Attorney  General  Grundy  concurred,  and 
for  the  reasons  staled  by  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs. 

These  reasons  were  at  once  set  aside  by  the  pro- 
duction of  the  original  commission,  signed  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  but  of  which  it  seemed  no  record  had 
been  kept  in  the  proper  department. 

But  the  pride  of  consistency  would  not  permit  the 
attorney  general  Grundy  to  change  his  opinion,  and 
he  still  in'sisted  that  the  law  of  March,  183.5,  forbade 
any  allowance.  So  i\Ir.  Poinsett,  in  February,  1839, 
asked  Mr.  Senator  Wright  to  insert  an  item  in  the 
estimates  to  cover  the  sum  due  to  Gen.  Scott — say- 
ing in  his  letter  to  Mr.  VV.  "General  Srott  is  richly 
entitled  to  this  compensation  for  his  valuable  and 
important  services,  and  I  beg  leave  earnestly  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  use  your  endeavors  to  have 
inserted  in  the  appropriation  bill  an  item  to  that 
effect." 

Mr.  Wright  demurred,  because  of  the  la-,»  of  1835, 
unless  there  were  a  contract  previously  made.  IVir. 
Poinsett  replies  on  1st  .March  there  was  no  such 
cont-act,  but  that  by  the  usage  of  the  war  otTice, 
prior  to  1835,  he  would,  as  commissioner,  have  been 
entitled  to  the  per  diem,  but  that  law  being  construed 
to  extend  to  the  case,  the  department  was  compelled 
to  ask  the  allowance  from  congress. 

The  session  closing  on  the  4th  March,  nothing  was 
done  in  the  matter.  - 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  having, 
in  January,  1841,  in  the  case  of  J\2ims  vs.  the  U}iitcd 
Stales,  decided  that  the  restriction  in  the  act  of 
March,  1835,  applied  only  to  the  appropriations 
made  at  that  session  of  congress,  even  Mr.  Grundy's 
last  objections  could  no  longer  be  deemed  tenable — • 
and  accordingly.  Gen.  Scott  prepared  to  present  his 
claim  anew;  but,  owing  to  having  mislaid  the  origi- 
nal commission  from  Mr.  Van  Buren,  if  was  not 
done  till  after  Mr.  Bell  had  resigned  his  office  as  se- 
cretary of  war.  As  soon  as  it  was  presented,  with, 
the  original  commission,  and  the  transcript  of  the 
decision  in  the  case  Minis,  all  difficulty  was  cteared 
away,  and'  the  case  v.'as  allowed,  and  the  money  paid, 
in  conformity  with  the  standing  usage  of  the  war  de- 
partment. [^V.  F.  Americtin. 

STATES   OF    THE    UNION. 


MARYLAND. 
The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cwai..  The  unfor- 
tunate disagreement  between  the  two  houses  of  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  amendments 
to  the  hill  for  completing  this  stupendous  work  to 
the  coal  and  iron  regions  of  Allegany  county,  v.hieh 
alone  can  bring  the  work  into  profitable  operation, 
will  liave  the  inevitable  effect  of  suspending  all  ope- 
rations for  the  year,  and  leave  the  unfinished  work 
to  certain  dilapidation,  tho  contracts  subject  to  ex- 
pensive litigation,  and  the  state  saddled  with  the  in- 
terest accruing  upon  seven  millions  of  dollars  invest- 
ed in  the  undertaking, — and  this  is  the  more  to  he 
regretted,  because  the  bill  contemplated  no  new  de- 
mand upon  the  treasury,  arrangements  having  been 
ncgoliatcd  by  which  it  is  understood  thai  capitalists, 


contractors  and  engineers  would  undertake  to  finish 
the  work  to  the  mines,  provided  the  slate  would  agree 
to  postpone  its  preference  to  the  proceeds  of  the  ca- 
nal until  the  claims  for  advances  now  required  to 
complete  it,  shall  be  satisfied.  We  think  the  defeat 
of  the  bill  may  be  fairly  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  a 
full  view  of  the  real  position  of  affairs,  and  to  the 
bustle  which  the  closing  of 'a  session  of  a  legislasure 
always  produces  when  important  matters  remain 
postponed  to  the  last  moment.  So  disastrous  are 
likely  to  be  the  consequences  of  the  delay  of  the 
work,  especially  to  the  upper  counties  of  the  state, 
that  large  meetings  are  convened  and  calls  are  mak- 
ing upon  the  Governor  to  convene  an  extra  session 
of  the  legislature  with  a  view  of  adopting  a  measure 
that  would  not  only  divert  the  catastrophe, — but 
bring  to  our  aid  the  vast  resources  that  are  now  al- 
most within  our  grasp. 

NEW  YORK. 

Meetixg  at  the  exchange.  Pursuant  to  the  call 
published  in  the  morning  papers,  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  persons  assembled  in  the  large  room  in  the 
Exchange  yesterday  afternoon,  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  urging  upon  our  representatives  in  con- 
gress the  necessity  of  prompt  and  decisive  action 
upon  the  great  questions  of  interest  and  importance 
to  the  whole  country. 

The  meeting  was  organised  by  the  appointment  of 
the  following  officers: 

BENJAMIN  STRONG,  chairman. 
rice-Presidenls. 
Axsox  G.  Phelps,  Henry  Wvckoff, 

N.  T.  Hubbard,  .     Wm.  Churchill, 

Henry  Siydam,  John  Thomas. 

Hiram  Ketcham, 

Secretaries. 
ScHPTLER  Livingston,         Wm.  B.  Dean. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Hugh  Maxwell  an  I 
Hiram  Ketcham,  esqs.;  but  want  of  space  compels 
us  to  omit  any  further  mention  of  the  proceedings, 
except  to  say  that  the.  annexed  resolutions  read  by 
Mr.  Maxwell,  were  -unanimously  adopted;  and  on 
motion  of  Gen.  Tallmadge,  a  copy  was  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  thi^ 
state,  as  being  equally  amenable  to  public  censure 
with  congress. 

Whereas,  the  present  condition  of  our  country  as 
exemplified  in  the  general  derangement  and  depre- 
ciation of  .the  currency;  in  the  deep  distrust  and  dif- 
ficulty which  prevail  in  the  business  community;  in 
the  consequent  depression  and  distress  of  nearly  all 
the  industrious  classes;  in  the  continued  fall  of  pub- 
lic and  corporate  securities — and  in  the  deplorably 
dishonored  credit,  not  only  of  state  governments,  but 
also  of  thai  of  the  federal  Union— loudly  appeals  to 
the  patriotism,  pride  and  intelligence  of  Americans 
as  a  selfvgoverned  people. 

.Ind  ichereris,  the  condition  of  our  country  is  ren- 
dered yet  more  urgent  by  the  ominous  cloud  \vhich 
impends  over  our  foreign  relations,  and  by  which  our 
domestic  embarrassments  may  speedily  become  ag- 
gravated into  frightful  obstacles  to  our  national  se- 
curity and  honor. 

Therefore,  we,  the  merchants,  tradei-s,  and  other 
citizens  of  New  York,  here  assembled,  with  a  solemn 
sense  of  the  momentous  interests  and  considerations, 
involved  in  the  present  crisis,  and  of  the  duty  which 
devolves  upon  us  as  citizens  of  the  common  metro- 
polis of  the  republic,  have 

Resolved,  That  a  crisis  lias  manifestly  arrived  in 
which  the  indulgence  of  mere  parly  feelings,  and 
the  achievement  of  mere  parly  purposes,  can  afford 
no  remedy  for  the  imminent  evils,  under  which  llie 
country  labors;  but  having  probably  superinduced 
them  arc  calculated  to  enhance  and  prolon:;  Iheni. 

Resnlved,  Th.at  such  objects,  ever  ignoble  in  com- 
parison with  the  prosperity,  happiness  and  dignity  of 
the  whole  people,  are,  at  the  present  juncture,  espe- 
cially unworthy  of  the  high  functions  of  our  national 
legislators;  and  in  open  conflict  wilh  the  interests, 
opinions  and  wishes,  of  the  people  whom  they  repre- 
sent. 

Rcsolred,  That  as  republican  citizens,  and  as  mem- 
bers of  both  the  great  polilica!  parlies,  lAccting  here 
upon  the  common  ground  of  the  commonwcahh, 
without  compromising  our  distinctive  political  opin- 
ions upon  other  questions,  we  cordially  unile  in  dc- 
pi-ecafing  all  factious  opposition  to  tlit  administra- 
tion of  our  government  in  the  hands  of  those  to 
whom  the  people  under  the  constitution  have  com- 
mitted it,  as  unjust  and  degrading  in  itself-^as  eul- 
culaled  to  embarrass  the  necessary  operations  of  Ihe 
government — retard  the  fulfilment  of  its  legiliinnto 
obligations,  and  impair  its  timely  vigor  and  useful- 
ness, at  a  period  of  great  public  emergency,  when 
the  expectation  of  mMlions  is  concentrated  upon  liic 
wisdom  and  successor  Its  policy. 

Resolved,  That  the  proposition  emanating  from  that 
administralioi),  now   pending   before  congress,  and 
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recently  favorably  reported  on  by  cammittees  of  the 
house  of  representatives  and  the  senate,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  government  exchequer,  recognising 
as  it  does,  both  the  power  and  duty  of  the  federal 
government,  to  provide  a  sound  currency  for  the  peo- 
ple, is  entitled  to  the  candid  consideration  of  all  who 
appreciate  the  importance  of  a  sound  national  cur- 
rency to  the  present  wants  and  future  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

Resolved,  That  viewing  the  financial  condition  of 
the  country  in  relation  to  the  proper  dignity  and  effi- 
ciency of  our  republican  government,  we  consider 
"our  congress  now  assembled,  to  be  under  the  solemn 
responsibility  of  promptly  imposing  such  duties  upon 
imports  as  shall  not  only  put  an  end  to  tlie  miserable 
and  expensive. policy  of  borrowing  from  year  to  year 
for  ordinary  expenditures,  but  also  provide  means 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  such  a  debt  as  present 
exigencies  may  compel  us  to  contract  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  the  country  in  a  state  of  self-protec- 
tion and  defence  favorable  to  the  fair  adjustment  of 
existing  difficulties  with. foreign  pov/crs. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  the  duty  of  congress  to 
give  this  indispensable  measure  their  first  and  high- 
est consideration — suQ'ering  it  neither  to  be  restrict- 
ed by  false  principles  of  economy,  which  the  future 
ever  shows  lo  be  the  most  improvident,  nor  deterred 
by  frivoloas  and  humiliating  controversy;  and  fur- 
ther, that  any  attempt,  wheresoever  it  may  originate, 
or  whatever  purpose  designed  to  postpone  the  great 
currency  question  to  future  sessions  and  to  mingle 
such  momentous  questions  of  national  security  and 
honor  with  future  political  struggles,  v.'ill  receive,  as 
it  will  deserve,  the  unqualified  reprobation  and  uni- 
versal indignation  of  the  people.  .\nd  finall}^  we 
invoke  the  spirit  of  forhearance,  of  concession  and 
of  patriotism  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of 
congress,  and  to  secure  such  results  as  will  strength- 
en the  bonds  of  union,  restore  quiet  to  our  harrassed 
and  suffering  people,  and  set  at  work  those  elements 
which,  unrestrained  by  factious  designs,  would  re- 
store our  beloved  country  to  its  former  prosperity. 
[JV.  y.  Courier,  March  19. 

LEGisL.iTrKE.  Both  houses  have  agreed  to  a  re- 
solution to  close  the  session  on  the  11th  April. 

The  court  for  the  correctiojj  of  errors  con- 
vened at  Alhany  yesterday,  at  12  o'clock.  Present, 
the  chancellor,  and  26  senators.  The  chancellor 
moved  that  the  court  hold  a  special  session  at  the 
Capitol  on  the  4th  of  June,  to  consider  writs  of  error. 
IVlr.  Peck  moved  to  insert  "City  Hall  in  New  York," 
in  the  place  of  "the  capitoi  in  Albany,"  which 
amendment  was  adopted  alter  debate  by  a  vote  of  18 
to  19.  The  court  then  adjourned  till  the  first  Tues- 
day of  April.  [.ilbany  .irgus. 
FLORIDA. 

FloriiUi,  February  98,  1849. 

Twenty-three  settlers,  with  their  baggage  and 
slaves,  and  one  with  his  femily,  have  crossed  the 
Withiacoochee  on  their  way  to  the  Jlnnukliliga  ham- 
inock  to  open  a  settlement.  More  are  to  follow,  some 
probably  to  Clear  Water  harbor,  west  of  Tampa, 
where  Fort  Harrison  was  located.  This  is  the  first 
time  a  settler  has  advanced  south  of  the  now  noted 
Withiacoochee  since  the  fall  of  1835,  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  This  is  planting  a  settlement  in 
the  ancient  and  once  formidable  stronghold  of  the 
Seminole.  These  men  go  prepared  to  encounter 
straggling  Indians  and  to  occupy  the  country,  as  the 
pioneers  of  this  nation  have  always  done,  with  the 
plough  in  one  hand  and  the  rifle  in  the  other.  A 
blockhouse  is  to  be  built  for  them  by  the  troops  at 
such  a  point  as  they  may  select  in  the  hammock, 
and  that  will  form  a  rallying  point  for  their  opera- 
tions. They  go  with  tlieir  eyes  open,  and  know  that 
this  enterprise  is  one  which  will  place  them  in  the 
neighborhood  of  some  of  the  Indians,  but  they  are 
aware  that  if  nothing  is  risked  nothing  will  be  gain- 
ed in  such  a  country. 

This  is  an  important  movement.  It  is  a  beginning 
of  therfnd.  They  go  to  a  point  within  striking  dis- 
tance of  the  once  redoubtable  Wahoo  and  Cove  of 
the  Withiacoochee,  with  the  favorite  haunts  of  the 
Honosapa  near  them  on  the  gulf  side. 

Such  an  arnted  occupation  and  settlement  is  a  har- 
binger of  good.  It  is  truly  pleasant  lo  see  the  appa- 
ratus of  the  pioneer  advancing  to  subject  to  the  use 
of  civilization  those  fertile  hammocks,  blessed  with 
a  climate  so  mild  and  attractive.  The  \vestern  coast 
on  or  near  the  gulf  possesses  a  blander  climate  than 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  territory.  The  sea  breezes 
from  the  ocean  on  the  Atlantic  coast  are  much  ruder 
and  colder  than  on  tlie  western  side,  where  the  east 
winds  from  otf  the  Atlantic  are  tempered  by  passage 
over  land,  and  the  gulf  breezes  are  never  as  raw  as 
those  from  the  broad  ocean.  These  regions  must,  at 
some  future  day,  become  a  place  of  resort  to  those 
afflicted  with, pulmonary  complaints. 

[Savannah  Repubficnn. 


Col.  Worth.  The  legislature  of  Florida  have 
passed  resolutions  expressive  of  their  gratitude  for 
the  services  which  Col.  W.  J.  Worth  has  rendered 
that  territory  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  mililary 
forces  in  that  quarter.  They  speak  in  a  manner 
highly  complimentary  of  the  skill  and  ability  with 
which  he  has  conducted  the  military  operations  en- 
trusted to  his  charge,  and  state  that  ha  has  been  in- 
strumental in  ridding  the  territory  of  nearly  seven 
hundred  of  her  murderous  foes. 


T  R  A  I>  E    AND   COMMERCE. 


BRITISH  POLICY. 
From  the  Boston  villus,  of  March   15. 

Sh.ill  Americ.4  ever  be  truly  indepe.vdent.' 

"Never,"  said  the  eloquent  Marshall,  so  long  as  our 
own  labor  and  our  own  industry  are  left  unprotect- 
ed— never,  so  long  as  the  darling  object  of  our  own 
government  to  dash  down  the  enterprise  of  those  it 
should  protect  and  foster."  The  truth  of  this  is  most 
painfully  brought  home  to  the  heart  of  every  Ameri- 
can bosom,  that  pulsates  with  true  American  feel- 
ings, by  the  present  disa.strous  condition  of  his  coun- 
try, and  its  gloomy  prospects  for  the  future,  render- 
ed" even  more  gloomy  by  the  iutellrgence  just  receiv- 
ed from  Europe.  W'hife  our  own  congress,  wilh  the 
most  shameful  and  culpable  indltference  to  its  duties, 
is  wasting  most  precious  lime  in  pitiful  and  con- 
temptible squabbling  about  paltry  questions  of  reform 
ill  reducing  the  salaries  of  clerks  and  door  keepers, 
and  is  looking  idly  on  while  our  spscie,  the  very  life- 
blood  of  the  country,  is  steadily  and  rapidly  with- 
drawn from  the  country,  and  nothing  is  left  to  supply 
its  place,  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  preparing  to  strike  still  deeper  blows 
and  the  very  means  of  our  existence.  We  have 
already  spoken  of  the  defeat  of  the  motion  of  Lord 
John  Russell,  for  a  fixed  duty  on  foreign  corn,  by  a 
majority  so  overwhelming,  as  to  leave  no  hope  that 
the  present  parliament  will  do  any  thing,  in  the  least 
degree  calculated  to  open  a  market  there  for  Ameri- 
can wheat.  While  the  criminal  negligence  of  our 
own  national  legislature  is  permitting  our  country  to 
be  inundated  with  the  products  of  Great  Britain, 
draining  us  of  our  specie,  and  leaving  us  no  perma- 
nent or  enduring  substitute,  our  ov/n  wheat  fields  are 
doomed  to  lie  idle  and  unproductive,  and  our  wheat 
to  decay  in  our  store  houses, for  the  want  of  a  market. 

Nor  is  this  all.  Not  only  does  England  refuse  to 
open  a  market  for  our  wheat,  our  flour  and  other 
provisions,  but  the  Enulish  ministry  Hwe,  ,\ctbal- 
i.r  introduced  a  bill,  with  the  certainty  of  its 

PASSAGE,  TO  LAY  A  HEAVY  TAX  UPON  WHEAT,  FLOUR 
AND  ALL  OTHER  PROVISIONS  IMPORTED  INTO  CaNADa! — • 

So  that,  not  only  are  we  to  be  shut  out  from  all  pros- 
pect of  a  market  in  England,  but  we  are  to  be  depriv- 
ed of  that  which  we  already  enjoy  in  Canada.  Some 
idea  of  the  value  of  this  market  to  the  United  States, 
may  be  drawn  from  the  following  table,  showing  the 
amount  of  exports  into  Canada  of  some  of  the  more 
important  articles  upon  which  it  is  proposed  in  the 
bill  of  Mr.  Gladstone  to  lay  a  heavy  duty,  taken  from 
the  commerce  and  navigation  table  of  congross  for 
1340.  The  amount  for'l841  cannot  be  ascertained, 
but  they  are  estimated  as  more  than  three  times  as 
much. 

Beef,  3,777  bbls. 

Hides,  74,749 

Horned  cattle,  3,430 

Pork  38,863  bbls. 

Hams  138,611  lbs. 

Lard,'  109,771  lbs. 

Hogs,  4,066 

Butter,  303,951  lbs. 

Cheese,  145,786  lbs. 

Wheat  1,066,604  bushels. 

Flour, '  439,356  lbs. 

Indian  corn,  130,747  bushels. 

Meal,  rye  and  Indian  oats  )       gg  jgg  i^jj,^ 
and  other  grain,  ^  ' 

Total  value  of  exports,  $4,996,405. 

This  market  is  principally  improved  by  the  states 
of  Ohio,  New  York,  Michigan,  lUinocs,  and  Indiana, 
and  besides  the  indirect  advantage  derived  from  it 
by  our  shipping  on  the  lakes,  yielded  a  direct  in- 
come to  the  country  the  last  year,  of  upwards  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  in  specie  and  Us  full  etiuivalents! — 
This  market  we  are  soon  to  lose.  The  market  for 
cotton  will  go  next,  and  where  we  are  then  to.  look 
for  any  thing  to  pay  for  the  flood  gates  of  foreign 
importations  which  are  to  be  let  loose  upon  us,  heaven 
only  knows.  The  whole  nation  seems  drifting  fast 
dov/n  the  current  to  certain  beggary  and  destruction,^ 
unless  congress  shall  at  once  come  up  to  the  work  of 
salvation  in  the  true  spirit  of  patriotism.  Nothing 
now  can  save  us  from  impending  ruin  but  such  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  as  shall  put  an  immediate  stop  to 
the  excessive  importation  of  goods,  such  as  we  can 
produce  at  horse.    Let  us  never  import  that  which 


we  can"  belter  afford  to  make,  and  let  congress  see 
that  foreign  raanufaeturers  do  not  compel  us  to  take 
them,  by  Ibrcing  their  goods  upon  us,  whether  we 
will  or  no.  It  is  a  startling  and  most  alarming  fact, 
that  has  recently  been  brought  to  light,  that  of  the 
importations  into  the  port  of  New  York,  during  the 
last  year,  no  less  than  eighth-three  per  centum  has  been 
done  on  account  of  foreigners!  Congress  only  can  stop 
this  by  SPECIFIC  DUTIES!  Ad  valorem  duties 
arc  good  for  nothing.  They  are  more  than  useless. 
They  invite  fraud! 

And  not  only  n>ust  congress  protect  Americans  from 
being  thus  virtually  robbed  and  pillaged  by  fraudulent 
foreigners,  but  they  should  legislate  with  the  view  of 
forcing  open,  by  retaliatory  duties,  the  ports  which 
are  now  hermetically  sealed,  to  our  pork,  tobacco, 
flour,  wheat,  Stc.  and  which  soon  will  be  to  our  cot- 
ton. 

As  to  the  bill  introduced  in  behalf  of  the  British 
ministry  in  the  house  of  commons  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, one  of  the  ministry,  entitled  a  bill  to  re- 
gulate colonial  customs'  duties,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  passage,  from  the 
fact  that  it  was  sirongly  supported  by  the  leaders  of 
both  parties— .Mr.  Gi'adstone,  Sir  Charles  Douglass, 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley,  on  the  part  of 
the  ministry,  and  Lord  John  Russell,  and  Mr.  La- 
bouchere,  both  members  of  the  former  ministry,  on 
the  part  of  the  opposition. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  Gladstone  said: 
1  "The  principal  exemptions  he  proposed  to  remove 
were  those  of  grain  and  wheat  flour,  and  salt  meat 
provisions.  He  b.dieved  that  it  was  the  general  de- 
sire of  the  people  of  Canada,  that  a  tax  should  be 
imposed  upon  all  provisions  coming  in  from  America, 
especially  those  kinds  already  mentioned.  The  theory 
of  the  law  was  to  give  an  advantage  to  Canadian  pro- 
duce in  the  British  market.  A  distinction  should  bo 
made  in  favor  of  the  Canadian  farmer." 

Again: 

"He  would,  thf-refore,  propose  a  duty  of  9s.  a  bbl, 
upon  fish  dried  or  salted,  33.  upon  pickled  fish,  upon 
butter  8s.  per  cwt.  upon  cheese  5s.  per  cwt.  &c.  He 
v/ould  not  propose  more  than  3s.  a  quarter  upon  wheat 
coming  from  the  luiited  States.  This  would  be  done 
principally  in  reference  to  the  fact  that  Canada  had 
already  sent  considerable quantitiesof  grain  and  flour 
to  other  parts  of  tlie  empire,  and  she  was  likely  to 
send  much  greater  supplies  when  her  capabilities 
were  developed." 

It  will  undoubtedly  be  passed  to  a  law,  and  the 
wheat,  flour,  pork,  butter,  cheese,  &c.  which  finds  a 
market,  to  the  amount  often  millions,  will  be  left  a 
drug  upon  the  hands  of  our  western  farmers.  When 
will  the  nation  fully  realize  the  necessity  of  protec- 
tion, nay,  of  sell"  preservation?  How  milch  longer 
will  southern  cupidity  and  short-sightedneess  compel 
us  to  remain  colonial  vassals  lo  England.- 

OUR  COM.MERCE.  The  following  letter  is  from 
a  most  respectable  and  creditable  source.  The  state- 
ment which  it  contains,  as  our  readers  will  see,  are 
of  great  public  importance  at  the  present  moment. 

Dear  sir:  Believing  that  any  information  relating 
to  the  commerce  of  our  country  will  be  acceptable' 
to  you,  the  undersigned,  a  mercantile  firm  of  Savan- 
nah, interested  in  vessels  that  are  employed  in  the 
freighting  business,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  ask  your 
attention  to  the  enclosed  price  current,  containing  a 
list  of  vessels  al  the  port  of  Savannah,  on  the  95tli  ' 
ultimo,  by  reference  to  which  you  will  observe  that 
the  aggregate  of  tonnage  there  registered  and  en- 
rolled was  at  that  time  18,389  tons—  Tons. 
Of  which  were  English,  14,928 
American,  3,196 
French,  965 

Total, 
To  niit:  14  English  ships, 

9  American  ships, 
19  English  barques, 
1  American  barque, 
1  French  barque, 
1  English  brig, 
9  American  brigs,  employed 
principally  in  coastwise 
freighting  3,178 

Total,  18,389 

The  amount  of  English  tonnage  at  other  southern 
ports  is  also  usually  large,  and  has  been  for  some 
time  constantly  increasing.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many 
judicious  persons  acquainted  with  the  subject,  that 
nearly  if  not  quite  one-half  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the 
United  States.will  be  exported  in  British  and  other 
foreign  vessels. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty,  sir,  of  inviting  your  at- 
tention to  this  subject,  because  we  deem  it  of  great 
importance  to  our  commercial  interests,  as  the  pre- 
|sent  state  of  things  is  in  our  judgment  the  principal 
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obstacle  to  the  success  of  American  freip;hting  ves- 
sels, the  business  of  whicii  at  the  present  time  is  la- 
boring under  very  great  depression,  arising,  as  we 
tliink,  in  a  great  degree  from  the  large  number  of 
foreign  vessels  that  are  allowed  to  compete  on  equal 
terms  with  our  own.  [J\'ai.  Intel. 


THE  KIGilT  fIF  gI5A3JCII. 


The  ratification  by  five  of  the  principal  powers  of 
Europe,  of  a  treatt,  the  stipulations  of  which  have 
been  concocted  mainly  by  the  British  government, 
and  probably  with  especial  view  to  the  position  of 
the  United  Slates  as  one  of  her  most  formidable  ri- 

vals  for  trade,  cell, merce,  and  enterprise,   and  the   "■""{'■y.;"^  %half,  is  pregnant  with   lessens  for  : 
. '  ,         people  mterested   in  the  freedom  of  the  seas.     S 


great  public  code.     Great  Britain  professes  to  push 
this  point,  in  order  to  destroy  the  yet  existinj^  relics 
of  that  trade.     We  do  not  question  her  motive^;  that 
is  no  part  of  our  purpose.     But  in  all  general  discus- 
sions, we  must  take  human  nature,  as  it  is,  with  the 
good   and   the  bad  blended  together;  and  we  may, 
without  offence,  fairly  follow  out  the   application  of 
&  principle,  and  seek  its  consequences   to  tlie  parties. 
.And  we  are  at  'liberty,  without  violating  any  of  the 
courtesies  of  a  liberal  controversy,  to  assume,  that 
neither  can  be  inditi'crent  to  its  beaming  upon  their 
interests,  whatever  motive  of  general    benevolence 
may  have  led   to  the  difference.     Great  Britain  is 
eminently  a   maritime  and  commercial  nation,  and 
the   historv  of  her  naval   progress,  during  the   last 
......  ■       -       -      all 

She 


hesitations  of  the   French  government  at   our  last  Uas  marched  steadily  on  to  her  object.     Naval  supe 
dales  to  ratify  that  treaty,  renders  the  topic  at  this!  riority  she  has  acquired,  and  naval  supremacy  she 


moment  of  the  most  serious  import.  The  moment 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  were  announced,  the 
French  press,  almost  without  exception,  denounced 
the  measure,  and  the  spirited  speeches  which  were 
delivered  in  the  chamber  of  depntiis,  adverse  to  the 
ratification,  induced  the  ministry  themselves  to  offer 
a  modification  of  the  provisions  of  tlie  treaty,  with- 
out which  it  is  certain  that  they  will  not  venture  to 
ratify  it.  It  was  on  the  1st  of  February  that  a 
pamphlet  was  issued  at  Paris,  atlributcd  to  the 
pen  of  our  vigilant  and  talented  minister  at  the- 
French  court.  Gov.  Cass,  which,  places  the  ques- 
tion in  so  striking  a  light,  that  we  do  not  hesitate  to 


seeks.  We  soy  this  in  a  spirit  of  truth,  not  of  of- 
fence. Human  ambition  is  every  where  in  some 
form  or  other,  in  ceaseless  action;  and  upon  sea  and 
land,  the  history  of  the  past  is  but  the  warning  of  the 
future;  and  nations  will  strive,  as  they  have  striven 
for  power.  It  is  impossible,  that  the  intelligent  go- 
vernment and  people  of  Great  Britain  should  shut 
their  eygs  lo  the  effect  of  this  claim  of  a  right  of 
search  upon  their  interests,  whatever  motives  of  phi- 
lanthropy may  have  led  to  its  first  suggestion.  To 
their  flag  it  will  give  the  virtual  supremacy  of  the 
seas.  We  say  virtual  supremacy,  because  it  would 
be  found  in  practice,  that  ninely-nine  times  out  of  a 
hundred,  it  would  be  her  cruisers  which  would 
search  the  vessels  of  other  nations. 


During  twenty-five  years  the   British  government 
,    ,       ,  .         ,  ,       .  ,     ,  ,  ,     I  ''as   urged  the  government  of  the  United    States  to 

exclude  other  matter  in  order  to  furnish  the  pamphlet  consent  to  this  measure.  The  application  has  been 
entire  in  this  number  to  the  readers  of  the  Register,  steadily  repelled,  and  pertinaciously  repeated.  In 
It  was  translated  and  widely  circulated   in  French,!  ?*"= '"*^"''»"=  ^''t'^'i^s  have  ^"'^^   formed,  at  various 

-,      .,,  ,  »*,.••     r.  ,,    intervals,  between  Great  Britain  and  some  other  na- 

and  will  command  great  attention  m  Europe  as  well   ,•„„   „„.  kivi,-  .     i     ■  u.     " -"""^  "■"=' "•> 

=  ^  \  lions,  establishing  a  mutual  right  of  sear,"h,  and  re- 


as  in  America 

For  the   remarks  of  a  British   ministerial  paper 
relative  to  the  treaty,  see  our  foreign  head. 


gulating  the  principles  upon  which  it  shall    be  exer- 
'  ciscd.     Withirra   short  time,  five   of  the   European 
j  powers,  two  of  which   have  few   vessels   upon  the 
T,.       „    .        u-     .    <•  41,     -D  ■»■  u  .•  •      ocean,  and  probably  not  one  on   the  coast  of  Africa, 

The  ulterior  object  of  the  British   government  m    ^^^.^  reciprocallv  inade  themselves  parties  to  a  simil 
pressing  the  provisions  of  this  treaty  upon  the  prin-   lar  convention.     Great  Britain,   says   the    London 
cipal   powers   of  Europe  may  be  unfriendly  to  the  I  journal,  "The  Times"  has  managed   by  great  exer- 
United  States,  but  we  have  no  idea  that  they  will  «('  'i."""  '"  accomplish  this  object.  "We  do  not  judge, 
..  ,,  ,.,.  ij  u  ,    .,        .  j 'f  tlie  expression   is  rightly  chosen.     It   is  ccrlainly 

prwrafcompromit  the  peace  of  tne  world  by  attempt- j^^ry  significant.  And  now,  this  principle  of  the 
ing  to  carry  out  its  provisions  as  their  ministerial  right  of^  search,  in  a  time  of  peace,  heretofore  never 
papers    intimate.     The  United   States  must  be  left    cjainied  as  ajuestion  of  right,  and  so.  solemnly  d 


free  to  adopt  such  a  course  in  the  case,  as  her  inte- 
rests, weighed  in  a  large  and  liberal  scale  shall  indi- 
cate. A  treaty  was  ratified  by  several  of  the  European 
powers  long  since,  containing  somewhat  similar  pro- 
visions, and  one  for  the  same  purpose  was  submitted 
by  the  then  president  of  the  U.  S.  to  the  senate  for  rati- 
fication by  this  government,  but  was  by  that  body  re- 
jected. The  rejection  did  not  disturb  the  harmony 
esisting  between  the  two  continents  for  one  moment. 
England  will  try  many  a  diplomatic  measure  before 
she  will  sacrifice  the  profit  she  derives  from  the 
United  States  as  a  customer,  for  the  sake  of  the  right 
of  search  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  As  to  the  right  of 
impi'cssment  on  the  deck  of  an  American  vessel,  she 
knows  full  well  we  hope,  that  all  argument  was  ex- 
hausted tliirty  years  ago  upon  that  topic.  Whenever 
Great  Britain  shall  decide  to  have  a  war  with  this 
country,  she  has  only  to  attempt  again  to  exercise  that 
"right."  There  is  no  division  of  parties — no  sec- 
tional differences, — no  tv.o  opinions  amongst  Ameri- 
cans, on  that  subject. 

THE    CASS    PA.MPHLET; 

AS  MELISHEI)  IN"  FRANCE. 

fin  exiuninalion  of  tke  question,  noiv  in  discussion,  be- 
hoeen  tin  •hiiericaii  miJ  Biilifli  goj'cniments,  conctrn- 
ing  tlic  right  of  itmcU.     By  mi  ^Imerican.     ■ 
"When  we  doubted,  we  took  the  Iriok." 

London  Times,  January,  1840. 
The  right  of  maritime  search,  now  in  discussion 
between  the  British  and  Americiin  governments,  is  n 
grave  question,  piuctically  interesting  tuall  nations, 
io  whom  the  freedom  of  the  sea  is  dear;  if  not  in  its 
application  to  the  subject,  which  has  been  the  cause 
or  the  pretext  of  its  assertion,  at  any  rate,  from  Ihe 
consequences  to  which  its  use  or  abuse  may  lead. 
Its  connection  wilh  the  African  slave  trade  is  but 
incidental,  and  the  nature  of  this  traffic  which  no 
where  finds  advocates,  cannot  adect  the  nature  of 
this  question:  nor  the  right  of  a  stale  nor  of  a  com- 
bination of  states  to  make  an  interpolation  into  the 
law  of  nations,  whirh  shall   hecunii-  a  part  of  that 


cided  by  the  English  admiralty  judge.  Lord  Stowell, 
but  sought  as  a  conventional  arrangement,  for  the 
first  time,  since  the  last  general  war  in  Europe,  and 
established  by  treaties  with  several  pov.'crs,  as  a 
matter  to  be  regulated  by  Uiemsclves,  is  claimed  by 
Great  Britain  to  be  a  part  of  Ihe  lav/s  of  nations, 
which  she  has  both  the  right  and  the  will  to  carry 
into  efii:-ct,  as  a  sort  of  custos  morum  for  all  the  ma- 
ritime powers  of  the  world.  ".\11  our  government 
contends  fen',"  says  the  Times  "is  the  mere  right  to 
act  as  constables  in  hoarding  suspicious  ships,  bear- 
ing the  .\merican  flag."  And  who  made  England 
the  great  prefect  of  police  of  the  ocean,  searching 
and  seizing  at  pleasure?  And  the  United  States,  who 
have  so  long  been  asked  to  yield  this  point  bv  con- 
vention, are  now  told  that  it  is  established  without 
them,  and  in  spite  of  them;  and  the  great  ministerial 
English  journal,  "The  Timcs,^'  in  a  leading  article  of 
its  number  of  January  5,  1842,  after  this  interpola- 
tion into  the  law  of  nations,  says,  that  the  European 
pov.'ers,  parties  to  the  last  treaty,  will  not  brook  to 
be  thwarted  by  any  ordinary  resliveness.  It  thus 
significantly  concludes.  "A  single  war  with  Great 
Britain  (she  the  United  States)  has  already  tried,  a 
war  on  her  part  with  all  Europe  will  be  a  novelty." 

There  is  certainly  no  want  of  frankness  here. 
While  the  special  ambassador.  Lord  Ashburton,goes 
out,  with  the  professed  objects  of  peace  and  concili- 
tion,  we  arc  told  in  effect  by  this  leading  journal, 
that  the  UnitiJ  Slates  have  but  one  course  to  adopt, 
in  order  to  avoid  a  war  with  the  European  world; 
and  that  is,  submission  to  the  demand  of  EngUnd. 
There  are  powers,  parties  to  the  late  treaty  upon 
this  subject,  which  we  shall  not  believe  will  make 
themseUes  parties  to  a  war  with  the  United  States, 
until  we  actually  hear  the  sound  of  their  guns.  Does 
the  "Times"  speak  by  permission,  or  by  command, 
or  by -neither?  Is  this  declaration  a  prophecy,  as 
well  as  threat? 

As  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  is  a 
qucstii-n  which  meets  jio  opposition  in  the  United 
States.  The  American  govi-rnmcnt,  if  not  the  first, 
was  among  Ihe  first  to  give  the  example  to  the  world 
of  a  legal  prohibilion  of  this  traffic.  As  early  as 
March  yx!,  1794,  they  commenced  their  legislative 
measures  for  its  repression,  and  in  subsequent  laws, 
passed    inih    May,    ICOO.    28th    February,  ISO.l.  2d 


March,  1807,  20th  April,  1818,  and  3d  March,  1,S19, 
they  extended  and  enforced  the  provisions  and  penal- 
ties upon  this  subject,  and  rendered  liable  to  heavy 
fines,  and  among  other  punishmenls,  to  an  imprison- 
ment of  seven  years,  those  who  should  be  engaged 
in  this  nefarious  pursuit.  Theirarmed  cruisers  have 
permanent  instructions  to  examine  all  the  American 
merchant  vessels  they  meet,  and  which  they  have 
reason  to  suspect:  and  their  tribunals  enforce  these 
repressive  laws  with  as  much  proni])titude  and  im- 
partiality, as  those  of  France  or  England  enforce 
similar  laws.  That  violations  may  occasionally  oc- 
cur, and  that  the  American  flag  may  be  sometimes 
abused,  we  feel  no  disposition  to  deny.  Not  by  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  for 
that  traffic  is  unknown,  and  would  be  impossible. 
AVe  may  venture  to  assert,  that  not  a  slave  has  been 
imported  into  the  United  Slates  for  thirty  years.  We 
would  not  be  guilty  of  deception  upon  this  subject, 
and  if  there  is  a  single  exception  to  this  statement, 
we  have  never  learned  it.  If  American  interests  are 
connected  with  this  traffic,  it  is  in  the  transportation 
of  slaves  to  Brazil  or  to  the  Spanish  colonies.  But 
even  this  is  much  rarer  than  is  supposed,  and  what 
has  given  occasion  to  the  imputation  of  its  frequent 
occurrence  is  the  fact,  that  the  sharp  Baltimore 
schooners,  well  known  for  their  speed,  are  often  sold 
to  the  Spanish  and  Porluguese  merchants,  and  are  ■ 
then  fitted  out  for  the  slave  trade.  Everyipractical 
sailor  knows  them  at  once,  and  as  they  are  American 
built,  they  are  snpposetl  to  be  American  property, 
when  in  truth  their  natiorial.  character  is  changed. 
But  any  candid  intelligent  man  will  at  once  see  and 
acknowledge,  that  in  a  scandalous  traffic  like  this  in 
human  beings,  condemned  by  the  public  opinion  and 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  watched  per- 
petually by  one  of  their  squadrons  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  revolting  to  humanity,  afflicting  lo  all  Chris- 
tians, and  reprobated  by  the  civilized  \vorld,  the  pe- 
cuniary interests  of  a  few  degraded  men,  who  co- 
vertly pursue  it.  by  associating  their  capital  with  the 
regular  slave  dealer  of  other  nations,  would  not 
weigh  as  the  small  dust  of  the  balance  with  the 
American  government,  in  any  consideration,  con- 
nected with  this  matter.  This  miserable  motive  has 
been  hinted  at,  rather  than  distinctly  charged,  by 
some  of  the  English  journals.  We  shall  not  descend 
to  refute-the  charge.  No  administration  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  giving  the  least  just  grounds  for  such  an 
imputation,  could  resist  the  public  indignation.  No, 
it  is  not  African  slavery,  the  United  Stales  wish  to 
encourage.  It  is,  as  we  shall  see,  by  and  by,  Ame- 
rican slavery,  the  slavery  of  American  sailors,  they 
seek  to  prevent. 

But  after  all,  a  crusade  of  benevolence  cannot  bo 
carried  on  against  any  nation,  because  its  lav.'s  are 
sometimes  violated  and  its  flag  abused.  If  its  gov- 
ernment connives  at  such  measures,  then  indeed  it  is 
justly  liable  to  the  reproach  of  Christendom.  But 
against  the  United  States  there  is  no  pretence  for 
such  an  imputation,  and  the  question  now  under  dis- 
cussion must  be  judged,  independently  of  these  ac- 
cidental evasions,  whicli  are  common  to  all  nations 
and  to  all  codes. 

As  to  a  right  of  search  in  time  of  peace,  no  one 
pretends  it  has  heretofore  existed.  The  well  known 
English  admiralty  judge,  sir  William  Scott,  after- 
wards lord  Stowell,  whose  disposition  to  enlai-ge,  ra- 
ther than  to  restrain  the  maritime  pretensions  of  Eng- 
land, no  one.  who  knows  the  course  of  his  decisions 
during  the  last  general  war,  will  doubt,  expressly 
decided,  that  such  a  right  was  unknown  to  the  law 
of  nations.  This  decision,  in  the  case  of  a  French 
vessel,  seized  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  absolutely 
puis  down  all  this  pretension  in  the  most  authorita- 
tive manner. 

"No  nation  can  exercise  a  right  of  visitation  and 
search  upon  the  common  and  unappropriated  parts 
of  tiie  ocean,  except  upon  the  belligerent  claim.  No 
nation  has  the  right  to  force  their  way,  for  the  libc- 
ration  of  Africa,  by  trampling  upon  the  indepen- 
dence of  other  states,  on  the  pretence  of  an  en^nciit 
good,  by  means  that  are  unlawful,  or  to  press  for- 
ward to  a  great  principle,  by  breaking  through  other 
great  principles,  which  stand  in  their  way." 

But  it  may  be  asked,  as  the  object,  for  which  this 
measure  is  now  demanded,  is  just,  wliy  does  not  the 
.American  government  assent  to  the  propositions, 
whicli  have  been  made.  Is  this  reciprocal  power 
more  injurious  or  less  honorable  lo  the  U.  States, 
than  to  other  nations  who  adinitted  its  obligation? 
The  question  is  a  fair  one,  and  ought  to  be  fairly 
met.  If  this  cannot  he  done,  we  shall  not  deny,  that 
the  motives  of  the  United  States  may  be  fairly  sus- 
pected, and  their  conduct  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
Christendom. 

In  thft  first  place,  we  would  remark,  that  there  is 
a  natural  indisposition  in  the  human  mind  to  yield  lo 
applications,  which  arc  accompanied  with  threatsof 
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the  consequences.  The  Rentitnent  is  common  to  na- 
tions, ds  w^ll  as  to  inilividuals,  and  In  fact  forms 
part  of.  the  dia;nity  of  human  nature.  English  perti- 
nacity in  demanding  has  been  mtt  by  Anvorican  perti- 
nacity in  resislinj^:  and  now,  when  the  United  States 
are  summoned  to  give  tiieir  adhesion  to  a  new  prin- 
ciple of  public  law,  against  which  they  have  uni- 
formly protested,  since  its  first  promulgation,  and  are 
told  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  that  the  course  of  the  Eng- 
lish government  is  taken,  and  that  this  claim  will  be 
enforced,  with  the  taunt  that,  "it  is  for  the  Ameri- 
can government  to  determine,  what  may  be  due  to 
a  just  regard  for  the  national  dignity  and  national 
honor,"  no  generous  people  can  fail  to  find  in  the 
present  position  that  just  resistance  to  dictation, 
without  which  there  can  neither  be  self-respect  at 
home,  nor  honorable  estimation  abroad. 

But  besides,  where  would  end  this  doctrine  of  in- 
terpolation.'' Who  can  tell  the  extent  to  which  it 
may  be  pushed,  or  the  purposes,  to  which  it  may  be 
applied.  It  is  by  progressive  steps,  that  many  a  pre- 
tension, hostile  to  the  best  dictates  of  reason  and 
humanity,  has  urged  its  way  to  recognition,  and  taken 
its  place  in  the  code  of  maritime  law.  Belligerent 
powers  are  always  ready  to  break  down  the  feeble 
barriers,  with  which  public  opinion  has  endeavored 
to  protect  the  rights  of  peaceful  traffic,  and  in  the 
"Times"  of  the  eighth  instant,  this  process  is  de- 
scribed and  defended  with  equal  frankness  and  cool- 
ness. The  lessons  of  the  past  arc  tost  upon  him, 
who  does  not  read  in  this  avov.'al,  the  contemplated 
transformations,  which  the  great  maritime  code  is 
destined  to  undergo.  An  act  of  violence  of  yester- 
day, so  pronounced  by  the  duke  of  Wellington  and 
lord  Stowcll,  becomes  the  doctrine  of  to-day,  and  to 
morrow  finds  itself  firmly  established,  to  be  defend- 
ed by  jurists,  enforced  by  cannon,  and  applied  by 
courts  of  admiralty. 

"And  the  same  kincl  of  general  proscription,  since 
attempted  by  Napoleon  against  ourselves,  has  equal- 
ly failed  to  gain  admittance  into  the  international 
code.  In  all  this,  history,  justice  and  expediency 
have  alternately  triumphed,  biti  eodi  step  Itas  been  the 
result  of  a  dru^i^lc' {the  italics  here  and  elsewhere  are 
our  own),  such  as  is  now  pending  between  ourselves 
and  the  United  States.  Lnii:  has  to  ivorlc  iis  cicnu'ay." 
Significant  words  those,  and  as  true  as  they  are  sig- 
nificant. When  force  more  and  more  usurps  the 
place  of  justice,  law  works  its  own  lomj,  and  it  goes 
on  bearing  down  before  it  the  doctrine  of  jurists,  the 
decisions  of  judges  and  the  rights  of  the  world. 

But  apart  from  these  general  considerations,  ap- 
plicable to  all  changes  in  the  maritime  code  of  na- 
tions, there  are  cogent  reasons,  why  the  U.  States 
should  refuse  their  assent  to  this  measure,  some  of 
which  are  common  to  them  and  to  all  other  states, 
which  do  not  seek  to  exercise  the  police  of  the  seas, 
or  as  the  Times  says  to  be  the  co^istabte  of  the  ocean, 
and  others,  which  are  proper  to  them  only,  arising 
out  of  the  peculiar  relation,  which  a  community  of 
language,  manners  and  institutions,  exerts  between 
them  and  England. 

Looking  to  this  right  of  search,  as  a  measure  af- 
fecting the  commerce  of  the  ocean,  it  is  arbitrary, 
vexatious,  and  not  otjly  liable,  but  necessarily  liable 
to  serious  abuse. 

It  is  arbitrary,  because  it  constitutes  a  naval  offi- 
cer, whatever  may  be  his  rank,  the  judge  to  decide 
upon  serious  questions,  and  upon  grave  interests.  It 
permits  a  foreigner,  under  the  pretence  of  settling 
the  national  character  of  a  vessel,  and  the  objects  of 
her  cruize,  to  indulge  his  antipathies  or  his  love  of 
gain,  by  seizing  the  ship  and  cargo,  and  imprisoning 
the  crew,  and  by  sendmg  them  to  a  distant  port  for 
examination;  and  all  this  without  any  practical  re- 
dress against  the  wrong  doer. 

It  is  vexatious,  because  all  who  know  any  thing  of 
the  course  of  boarding  ships  and  boarding  ofiicers, 
under  similarcircumstances,  know,  thatthe  search  is 
pursued  with  little  regard  to  justice  or  forbearance. 
There  is  power  on  one  side,  and  weakness  on  the 
other.  The  American  vessels,  during  the  long  pe- 
riod of  lawless  domination,  which  the  belligerent 
powers  exercised  over  the  high  seas  for  many  years, 
at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  at  the  conlmence- 
raent  of  the  present,  were  too  often  the  victims  of  a 
similar  search,  instigated  frequently  by  cupidity,  and 
conducted  in  the  most  injurious  and  ollensive  man- 
ner, to  leave  any  doubts  respecting  the  course  which 
would  be  taken,  should  this  claim  be  recognized.  In 
this  condemnation,  we  speak  now  of  what  is  history. 
'Wc  stop  not  to  examine  the  value  of  the  preten- 
sions by  which  these  aggressions  were  sought  to  be 
justified;  that  the  antagonist  party  had  commenced 
this  work  of  violence;  nor  the  truth  of  the  charges, 
thus  respectively  preferred. 

And  'the  vessels  of  France,  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  Hanse  towns,  have  already  had  a  fore- 
taste of  what  will  occur,  when  a  few  years  more 
shall   have   consecrated  the  present  doctrine,  as  an 


acknowledged  principle  of  international  law.  The 
crews  will  be  para.led  and  examined,  perhaps  by  a 
young  midshipman,  and  tliis  offensive  operation  vi'ill  ■ 
he  rendered  more  oli'onsive,  by  that  kind  of  inso-  j 
ience,  which  is  every  where  tlie  sure  accompani- 1 
ment  of  unchecked  responsibility.  This  tendency  to  j 
abuse  cannot  be  better  described,  than  it  has  been  by 
the  London  Sun,  and  as  its  views,  upon  this  question,  i 
are  more  authoritative  than  ours,  wo  shall  quote 
them.  It  says,  that  arbitrary  habits  "areengender- j 
ed  and  rnaintained  in  our  naval  officers  by  the  mode 
employed  to  procure  men  for  the  fleet,  and  those 
hnbirs  make  them  treat  foreign  vessels  in  an  arbitra-  | 
ry  manner."  So  far  as  respects  the  treatment  of 
merchant  vessels,  this  is  true  to  the  letter.  And  once  j 
establish  this  right  of  search,,  and  the  scenes  of  vio- . 
Ience,  which  chequered  the  ocean  for  twenty  years,  1 
will  again  be  renewed.  The  hatches  will  bo  broken  j 
open,  the  cargo  overhauled,  property  dilapidated,  and 
many  articles  will  be  taken,  as  ttieyhave  been  taken, 
without  permission  and  without  compensation.  This 
has  often  happened,  and  is  an  abuse,  inseparable 
from  such  proceedings.  Prohibited  and  deplored, 
no  doubt,  by  all  honorable  officers  of  a  boarding 
ship  but,  where  miglit  makes  right,  easily  effected, 
and  not  easily  detected  and  punished. 

The  annals  of  Amerioan  voyages  abound  with  si- 
milar incidents,  which  occurred  during  those  stormy 
periods.  And  the  complaints  were  not  confined  to 
the  conduct  of  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  though 
one  from  the  number  of  its  cruisers,  if  for  no  other 
cause,  was  much  more  injurious  to  the  American 
commerce  than  the  other. 

We  speak  of  all  this  as  an  historian,  but  we  speak 
of  it  as  an  historian  holding  up  the  past  as  a  warn- 
ing, and  predicting  that  the  future  will  bring  with  it 
the  same  conseqi^iences,  if  the  same  causes  are  put  in 
operation.  The  Journal  the  "Scotsman"  is  perfect- 
ly correct  in  its  appreciation  of  the  American  feel- 
ing, when  it  says,  "Wc  have  little  doubt,  that  the  ar- 
rogant and  indefensible  right  of  search,  claimed  by 
Great  Britain  in  the  last  war,  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
Ihe  stubborn  hostility  of  the  Americans  to  the  rea- 
sonable propositions  of  our  government." 

But  again,  this  clMm  is  liable  to  serious  abuse,  be- 
cause there  are  strong  temptations,  both  national  and 
individual,  to  pervert  the  professed  objects  of  the 
search  into  others,  which,  though  not  avowed,  arc 
apparent;  and  because  the  remedy  is  distant, -ex- 
pensive, and  doubtful. 

The  commerce  of  Africa  is  already  important, 
and  is  becoming  more  so  every  day.  The  very  sup- 
pression of  the  trade  in  human  beings  will  tend  ob- 
viously to  turn  industry  and  capital  into  other  branch- 
es of  e.mplnyment.  England  is  now  exploring  the 
interior  of  that  great  continent,  and  with  her  inter- 
course with  the  native  tribes,  and  preparing  of  new 
means  of  communication,  who  can  doubt,  but  that 
English  cruizers,  stationed  upon  that  distant  coast, 
with  an  unlimited  right  of  search,  and  discretionary 
authority  to  take  possession  of  all  vessels  frequent- 
ing those  seas,  will  seriously  interrupt  the  trade  of 
other  nations,  by  sending  in  their  vessels  for  trial 
under  very  slight  pretences,  and  in  fact  under  no 
real  pretences  whatever.  For  we  must  not  lose 
sight  of  one  of  the  most  important  elements  in  all 
this  controversy;  which  is,  that  the  mere  appearance 
of  a  merchant  ship  in  those  regions  is  ipso  faclo  sus- 
picious. This  is  the  very  groundwork  of  the  Eng- 
lish pretension;  the  right  as  her  government  now 
contends,  to  ascertain  by  actual  examinalinn,  the 
true  character  of  every  vessel  foutid  in  "certain  la- 
titudes," which  are  assumed  to  be  suspicious;  as  the 
quarantine  regulations  presuppose  many  regions  to 
be  always  pestiferous.  Under  these  circumstances, 
a  boarding  oliicer,  stimulated  by  that  reward  which  a 
successful  capture  always  brings  with  it,  and  by  a 
determination,  which  may  not  be  uncharitably  charg- 
ed to  him,  of  favoring  the  traileof  his  own  country, 
and  of  discouraging  that  of  another,  will  readily  be- 
lieve  or  affect  to  believe,  not  that  there  is  just 
ground  to  suspect  the  destination  of  a  vessel,  that 
her  very  appearance  upon  his  cruizing  ground  fur- 
nishes, agreeably  to  these  new  institutes;  but  that 
the  redeeming  circumstances  about  her  are  not  suf- 
ficient to  establish  that  her  cruise  is  a  lawful  one,  c 
that  she  is  entitled  to  the  national  character  sh 
claims;  and  that  she  must  he  sent  to  a  court  of  adm 
raltv,  to  one  of  those  great  Maelstroms  which  swal- 
lowed up  so  many  American  ships,  during  that  pe- 
riod when  there  was  no  right  upon  the  ocean  but  thi 
right  of  force.  The  vexation  and  interruption  of 
voyages,  the  result  of  this  system,  are  easily  under- 
stood. 

A  trade,  carried  on  under  such  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstjnces,  cannot  contend  with  the  trade  of  a  fa- 
vored nation,-and  who  may  be  harsh  or  lenient,  as 
her  prejudices  or  interests  may  dictate.  It  must  be 
abandoned,  as  some  of  the  Paris  journals  of  the  8th 
inst.  announce  that  the  French  vessel  the  "Sophie" 


has  just  changed  her  destination,  rather  than  sub- 
ject herself  to  (lie  vexations  which  .another  French 
ship,  the  "Marabout"  had  experienced  from  the 
English  cruizers  upon  the  coast  of  Brazil.  As  to 
the  indignity  to  which  this  proceeding  will  expose 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  merchant  ships,  that 
must  be  Icft^to  every  nation  to  appreciate  for  itself. 
It  is  not  probable  that  the  pretention  will  be  r,vider- 
ed  less  offensive  by  the  mode  of  its  execution. 

But  beyond  all  these  objects,  applicable  in  com- 
mon to  every  miritime  nation,  there  is  another,  far 
more  powerful  in  its  operation,  and  which,  from  the 
peculiar  relation  of  language,  n^amers  and  institu- 
tions that  exist  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  renders  this-  measure,  not  only  obnoxious, 
but  to  the  last  degree  unacceptable  to  the  people. 
We  would  not  impvtc  unworthy  motives  to  a  great 
and  intelligent  people,  and  Great  Britain  has  done 
enough  to  command  for  herself  her  full  share  of  the 
admiration  of  the  world.  But  we  must  take  human 
nature  as  we  find  it,  and  the  code  of  political  ethics  is 
a  loose  system,  v.here  there  is  much,  both  of  good  and 
evil.  Amidst  many  gradual  meliorations  in  the  con- 
titution  of  England,  she  has  adhered  with  wonderful 
tenacity  to  certain  pretensions,  arising  out  of  feudal 
ons,  and  among  others,  to  one,  by  which  she 
claims,  that  every  person  born  under  her  government 
is  forever  a  British  subject,  and  that  if  he  is  by  condir 
tion  a  seaman,  he  is  liable  to  be  taken,  wherever  he 
can  be  found,  and  forcibly  compelled  to  serve  an  un- 
limited period  on  b  rird  her  vessels  of  war.  This  is 
not  a  conscription,  which  operates  equally  upon  all, 
subjecting  ail  to  tiu-  same  chance,  and  requiring  their 
services,  upon  established  conditions,  and  for  fixed 
periods.  However,  so  far  as  this  is  a  municipal  re- 
gulation, other  natiuus  have  no  concern  with  its  jus- 
tice or  policy,  except  as  a  subject  of  general  specula 
tion.  But  unfortunately  for  the  duration  of  harmony 
between  the  I'nit>-d  States  and  Great  Britain,  thi's 
pretension  is  a  subject  of  fearful  importance.  The 
British  government  claims  the  right  of  impressing 
seamen  on  board  the  merchant  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  and  once,  as  is  well  known,  they  exercised 
this  right  on  board  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  after  an 
action  in  profound  peace,  when  the  American  ship 
v.-as  compelled  to  yield  to  superior  force.  The  con- 
duct of  the  commander  was  however  disavowed,  but 
his  zeal  was  rewarded  by  promotion. 

It  is  now  a  matter  of  history,  that  for  many  years, 
the  British  armed  ships  boarded  the  American  ves- 
sels, wherever  they  found  them  upon  the  ocean,  and 
seized  their  crews,  incorporating  them  with  their 
own,  and  compelling  them  to  fight  the  battles  of  afo-  • 
reign  power;  first  against  France,  and  ultimately, 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  which  these 
aggressions  gave  rise,  to  fi.glit  against  theirown coun- 
try. In  theory,  indeed,  the  British  government  did 
not  arrogate  to  itself  the  right  to  impress  American 
citizens,  unless  tliose  citizens  had  been  born  British 
subjects.  In  that  ca.ic  the  new  character,  with  which 
they  were  invested,  gave  them  no  protection  against 
this  pretension.  But  in  its  practical  operation,  tho 
power  was  exercised  with  a  general  disregard  of  the 
character  of  the  ,\merican  crews,  the  boarding  offi- 
cer being  the  final  judge,  and  the  cruizer  being  al- 
mo,st  alvt-ays  in  want  of  able  seamen.  A  midship- 
man entered  an  American  vessel  with  absolute  pow- 
er, mustered  the  crew,  declared  that  such  and  such 
persons  were  British  subjects,  seized  tliem,  and  trans- 
ported them  to  his  own  ship,  to  be  released  by  death, 
or  by  a  general  peace. 

Vain  were  the  protestations  of  these  -unhappy  vic- 
tims of  lawless  aggression;  vain  the  opposition  of  the 
captain;  vain  the  proofs,  furnished  by  the  papers. 
His  Britannic  majesty's  ships  wanteil  seamen,  and 
seamen  Ihey  took.  During  many  years,  a  warm  di- 
plomatic correspondence  was  carried  on  between  the 
two  governments,  but  the  argument  being  exhausted, 
and  the  abuse  continued,  an  appeal  v/as  finally  made 
to  arms. 

The  British  government  said,  our  seamen  seek  pro- 
tection in  the  United  States,  and  enter  into  their  ma- 
rine, and  thus  escape  from  the  duties  they  owe  to 
their  own  country.  We  have  a  right  to  their  servi- 
ces and  we  have  also  a  right  to  take  them  wherever 
we  can  find  them  in  merchant  ships  on  the  high 
seas,  having  first  entered  these  ships  for  anotherpur- 
jose. 

To  this,  the  American  government  ansv/ered,  we 
deny  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance.  Our 
country 'is  open,  and  if  foreigners  come  here,  after  a 
certain  number  of  years,  and  compliance  with  cer- 
tain established  formalities,  they  may  be  invested 
with  the  character  of  American  citizens,  and  then 
it  is  our  duty  to  protect  them.  You  adopt  the  same 
principle,  and  follow  the  same  practice;  you  natu- 
ralize by  special  acts  of  parliament;  you  naturalize 
all  persons,  who  reside  a  certain  number  of  years  in 
your  colonies;  and  you  nituralize  all  seamen,  who 
have  served  a  short  term  in  your  navy.     At  this  too- 
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menttbe  covernors  of  some  of  your  colonies  are  com- 
pelling emigrants  from  tbe  United  States  to  bear  arms 
against  us. 

\\'e  have  just  turnetl  to  M'CuUocli's  Dictionary  of 
commerce  to  ascertain  how  far  the  American  go- 
vernment were  borne  out  in  their  assertion,  respect- 
ing the  naturalization  of  foreign  seamen  by  the  Bri- 
tish law,  anil  there  we  find  page  1011,  that  among 
other  means  of  naturalization,  a  foreigner  who  has 
"served  on  board  her  majesty's  ships  of  war,  in  time 
of  war  for  the  space  of  three  years,  becomes  a  Bri- 
tish seamen."  "But  his  majesty  may,  by  proclama- 
tion during  war,  declare  that  foreigners,  who  have 
served  lu-n  years  in  the  royal  navy  during  such  war, 
shall  be  deemed  as  British  seamen." 

The  act  of  congress,  respecting  the  employment 
of  seamen  in  the  American  service,  provides  that  no 
person  shall  be  employed  in  the  public  or  private 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  is  not  a  native  or 
naturalized  citizen.  Another  act  on  the  subject  of 
naturalization  provides,  that  "no  person  can  become 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  siiall  not,  for  the 
continual  term  of  five  years  next  preceding  his  ad- 
mission, have  resided  within  the  United  States,  with- 
out being  at  any  time  during  the  said  five  years,  out 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  States."  In  the  one 
country  a  foreigner  can  enter  into  the  marine  service 
without  the  probation  of  a  moment;  and  after  serv- 
ing three  years,  he  becomes  ipso  facto  a  British  sea- 
man. Into  the  marine  service  of  the  otiier,  no  one 
but  a  native  tan  enter,  till  he  shall  have  actually 
lived  five  years  in  the  country,  v.'ithout  departing 
from  it. 

In  the  whole  history  of  human  inconsistencies,  few 
chapters  can  be  found  more  striking  than  this. 

But  the  United  States  were  anxious  to  avoid  a  war 
■with  Great  Britain.  'They  were  v/illing  to  concede 
much  to  avert  this  extremity.  They  exhausted  the 
catalogue  of  arguments  and  of  otters.  Thus  speaks 
the  president  of  tlie  United  States  in  his  message  of 
June  13,  1812,  recomaiending  w«r:  "This  practice," 
tliat  of  impressment,  "is  so  far  from  affecting  Bri- 
tish subjects  alone  that  under  pretence  of  searching 
for  these,  thousands  of  American  citizens,  under  the 
safe  guard  of  public  law,  and  of  their  natural  flag, 
have  been  torn  from  their  country,  and  from  every 
thing  dear  to  them,  have  been  dragged  on  board  the 
ships  of  war  of  a  foreign  nation,  and  exposed  under 
the  severities  of  their  discipline,  to  be  exiled  to  the 
most  distant  and  deadly  regions,  to  risk  their  lives  in 
the  bal.tles  of  their  oppressors,  and  lo  be  the  melan- 
choly instruments  of  talcing  av.'ay  the  lives  of  their 
own  brethren." 

Against  this  ci7ing  enormity,  which  Great  Britain 
■would  be  so  prompt  to  avenge  if  committed  against 
herself,  the  United  States  have  in  vain  exhausted 
remonstrances  and  expostulations;  and  that  no  doubt 
might  be  wanting  of  their  conciliatory  disposition, 
and  no  pretext  !eft  for  a  continuance  of  the  prac- 
tice, the  British  government  was  formally  assured  of 
the  readiness  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement,  such  as  could  not  be  rejected,  if  tlic 
recovery  of  the  British  subject  were  the  real  and 
sole  object.  The  communication  nasscd  witliout  ef- 
fect." 

We  return  to  the  point  maintained  by  the  Ame- 
rican government  in  the  correspondence,  to  which 
■we  have  referred.  Independently,  said  they,  of  these 
obvious  considerations  (the  same  we  have  alreadv 
presented)  there  is  another  which  covers  the  whole 
question.  Your  right  by  yoiu'  own  coufession,  is  not 
an  absolute  one.  .  It  yields  to  our  right  of  sovereign- 
ty. You  do  not  claim  to  come  upon  our  soil,  and  there 
to  seize  your  sailors.  Where  do  you  lind  the  right 
to  seize  Ihera  in  our  ships  covered  by  our  flag,  wliich 
is  exclusive  of  your  jurisdiction  except  in  certain 
prescribed  cases  in  time  of  war,  as  the  territory  of 
the  United  States.'  If  yon  suffer  jour  citizens  to  es- 
cape, and  to  come  imder  our  sovereignty,  your  claim 
to  their  services  must  yield  lo  our  superior  claim  to 
national  immunity.  Like,  many  other  rights  or  pre- 
tensions in  society,  if  this  cannot  be  exercised  with- 
out violating  the  privileges  of  another  party,  it  must 
be  abandoned. 

The  British  jurists  of  that  day,  who  administered, 
and  often  made  the  maritime  law,  were  endowed 
with  sufficient  subtlety  to  discover  new  principles 
to  suit  new  circumstances,  and  her  statesmen  had 
suificienl  firmness  to  adopt  and  maintain  them.  But 
we  doubt,  if  in  the  whole  progress  of  that  warfare, 
between  orders  in  council  aiid  imperial  decrees' 
which  so  long  vexed  ne\ilral  commerce,  and  outra'Td 
the  common  senso  of  mankind,  a  bolder  invasion  (vas 
made  into  the  regions  of  maritnne  nielaphysies,  than 
in  the  promulgation  of  that  doctrine,  which  was  to 
reconcile  the  exercise  of  this  right  of  impressment, 
with  those  principles  of  public  law,  that  had  been  so 
long  and  to"  clearly  established  to  be  directly  con- 
troverted. Who  was  the  discoverer  of  this,  till  then 
lerra  incognita  we  know  not;  but  ile  revelation  was 


announced  by  great  authority  and  from  a  high  place. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  a  declaration  of  the  prince  regent 
of  Great  Britain,  dated  July  9,  1813,  made  in  an- 
swer to  the  manifesto  of  the  American  government, 
recapitulating  the  causes -vyhich  had  driven  the  United 
States  to  war.  And  it  is  there  gravely  maintained 
that  "his  royal  highness  can  never  admit,  that  in  the 
exercise  of  the  undoubted  and  hitherto  undisputed 
right  of  searching  neutral  merchant  vessels  in  time 
of  war  (alluding  to  the  ordinary  right  of  search,  re- 
cognised by  the  law  of  nations)  the  impressment  of 
British  seamen,  when  found  therein,  can  be  deemed 
any  violation  of  a  neutral  flag.  Neither  can  he 
(the  prince  regent)  admit,  that  the  taking  such  sea- 
rnen  from  on  board  such  vessels  can  be  considered 
by  any  neutral  state,  as  a  hostile  measure,  or  a  justi- 
fiable cause  of  war." 

And  thus  speaks  the  executive  of  England.  The 
right  to  ENTER  an  American  ship  for  the  purpose  of 
impressment  is  clearly  disclaimed;  but  having  entered 
for  a  lawful  purpose,  then  the  boarding  officer  has 
Ihe  right  to  take  any  British  subjects  he  may  find; 
that  is  to  say,  to  seize  every  American  sailor,  and 
place  him  upon  the  deck  of  a  British  cruiser.  We 
shall  not  go  back  to  the  history  of  the  monstrous 
abuses,  to  which  this  pretension  gave  birth,  and  which 
drove  the  United  States  to  war.  Tiiey  would  Have 
become  a  by-word  among  nations,  had  they  tamely 
submitted  to  see  their  seamen  dragged  into  this  worst 
of  slavery.  But  it  is  well,  wit^  regard  to  the  future, 
to  investigate  the  claims  of  the  past.  A  seaman,  on 
board  an  American  ship,  is  protected  by  his  national 
flag.  No  British  officer  can  enter,  for  the  purpose  of 
tearing  him  from  this  natural  asylum.  But  having 
entered  for  one  object  he  may  execute  another.  Cer- 
tain belligerent  rights  are  given  to  him,  and  he  may 
board  all  vessels  upon  the  great  highway  of  nations, 
in  order  to  enforce  them.  And  having  done,  or  af- 
fected to  do  this,  he  may  then  turn  round,  and  per- 
vert his  right  of  entry  to  a  tolally  different  object. 
He  may  violate  thesovereigntyof  the  neutral  power, 
by  giving  eft'ect,  not  to  the  code  of  international  law, 
but  to  the  mere  municipal  regulations  of  his  own 
country;  and  under  the  most  arbitrary  and  oft'ensivej 
circumstances.  No.  all  this  is  but  "the  sophistry  of  j 
power,  determined  to  attain  its  object,  and  seeking  to 
justify  itself.  There  is  no  such  right  of  conversion. 
No  just  claim  to  demand  one  thing,  and  do  another. 
The  whole  pretension  shocks  the  common  sense  of 
the  world. 

Argument  would  be  lost  in  its  refutation.  The 
analogy  of  the  English  law  would  lead  the  British 
government  to  a  far  difte rent  conclusion.  In  l-^ngland, 
if  a  person  has  a  right  of  entry  for  one  purpose,  and 
perverts  it  to  another,  he  rendershimself  a  tresspasser 
AH  INITIO.  He  finds  no  convertible  justification,  by 
^vhich  his  real  object  may  be  attained,  while  he  covers 
himself  with  a  professed  one. 

According  to  this  right  of  conversion,  when  the 
British  forces  entered  the  state  of  New  York  to  burn 
the  "Caroline,"  having  got  within  the  American  ter- 
ritory, for  what  they  contended  to  be  a  lawful  pur- 
pose, they  might  have  then  violated  the  national  so- 
vereignty at  pleasure,  and  seized  all  the  persons  they 
found,  who  had  been  born  British  subjects,  and  trans- 
ported them  into  Canada.  And  why  not  have  seized 
their  American  debtors,  if  they  had  any,  or  done  any 
other  act,  which  they  might  lawfully  do  at  home,  as 
they  claim  lo  enforce  their  municipal  laws  upon  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States.  This  claim  can  only 
be  supported  upon  the  ground  that  these  laws  ride 
OVER  those  of  the  United  States,  wherever  British 
power  plants  itself; '  even  for  the  shortest  period  and 
fiir  whatever  purpose. 

But  another  liigli  uulliorihj,  the.  Times,  has  recently 
laid  down  the  same  doctrine,  more  distinctly  indeed, 
and  quite  fa-  crt//i«(/)'rt,  showing  how  rapidly  these  ma- 
ritime pretensions  gather  strength  from  time  and  use. 
We  cannot,  at  this  moment,  refer  to  the  number, 
which  contains  this  dictum,  but  it  must  have  been 
that  of  the  6th  or  7th  of  January  and  will  be  found  in 
Galignani's  Messenger  of  lOlh  January,  extracted 
from  the  London  Journal.  After  laying  down  Uie 
j'ight  of  search  for  enemy's  property  and  articles  con- 
traband of  war,  the  Times  continues,  "It  is  also,  we 
believe,  confessed,  that,  if  in  the  course  of  search, 
we  find  the  goods  and  persons  of  our  enemies,  such 
goods  and  person:*  may  be  made  lawful  prizes  and 
prisoners;  the  law  however  being  punctilious  (!) 
enough  to  require  in  the  former  instance,  that  the 
captors  shall  pay  freight  lo  the  neutral  carriers,  of 
whoso  cargo  they  possess  themselves.  Now  during 
our  wars  with  Krani'e,  we  exercised  this  uncontested 
and  iricontcslahle  right  against  America  and  all  Ihe 
rest  of  the  world;  with  this  not  very  unnatural  corol- 
lary (!)  that  as  wc  might  take  the  persons  of  the 
king's  enemies  (a  right  given  by  the  law  of  nations) 
we  might  take  ihe  persons  of  the  king's  subjects,  who 
had  deserted  their  duty  (meaning  thereby  all  speak- 
ing the  English  language)  and  were  serving  in  foreign 


ships," (a  right  totally  unknown  to,  and  unrecognised 
by  the  law  of  nations.)  We  shall  continue  our  quo- 
tations from  the  Times,  because  nothing  we  could 
say,  would  more  forcibly  describe  the  intolerable 
abuses  of  this  pretension,  and  because,  from  the  po- 
sition and  character  of  that  journal  we  have  the  best 
assurance,  that  those  abuses  are  not  exaggerated. 

"In  the  practical  enforcement,  however,  of  this 
right  or  wrong,  for  on  that  point  it  is  not  now  neces- 
sary to  pronounce,  the  searching  party  being,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  the  strongest,  and,  moreover 
ordinarity  speaking,  persons  ofsujnmary  hubits,  were  apt 
to  be  somewhat  arbitrary  in  their  judgments  of  who 
was  American  and  who  was  English:  "when  they 
doubted  they  took  the  trick"  at  least  so  thought  and 
said  the  Americans,  and  any  one  may  remember,  that 
once  taken  and  lodged  in  an  English  man  of  war,  by 
right  or  by  wrong,  it  was  not  a  very  easy  matter  to 
gel  out  of  it:  and  accordingly  the  American  had  to 
stay,  with  just  as  good  a  chance  of  being  cut  otf  by  a 
French  cannon  ball,  before  he  could  get  his  right 
again,  as  any  of  his  English  fellow  sailors."  We 
pardon  the  frivolity  of  manner,  with  which  this  grave 
subject  is  treated,  in  consideration  of  the  frankness 
of  the  journal,  in  the  open  avowal  of  principle,  which 
cannot  fail  to  excite  general  reprobation,  now  the 
unnatural  excitement  of  a  long  and  bitter  war  has 
passed  away. 

A  nation,  which  should  lamely  submit  to  such  pre- 
tensions would  merit,  as  surely  ;s  it  would  receive, 
the  contumely  of  the  world. 

The  Times  adds,  "that  this  dispute  (of  impress- 
ment) now  sleeps,  though  it  will  have  to  he  revived, 
at  latest  on  the  next  occasion,  when  we  find  ourselves 
invested  by  a  war  with  the  right,  of  which  it  is  the 
consequence;  and  indeed  it  might  be  raised  upon  the 
contemplated  treaty,  giving  a  mutual  right  of  search 
for  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade,  unless  provided 
for,  as  it  easily  might  and  probably  would  be,  by  spe- 
cial articles." 

But  here  is  the  true  key  to  much  of  the  reluctance 
of  the  American  government  to  become  a  party  to  any 
arrangement,  which  shall  add  to  the  pategory  of  the 
right  of  search;  whether  it  is  likewise  the  key  to  per- 
tinacity, with  which  the  British  government  presses 
this  matter,  we  do  not  presume  to  judge.  Until  now 
tbe  right  of  search  has  been  a  belligerent  right,  be- 
longing only  to  a  state  of  war .     Here  is  the  firet 

formal  claim  to  exercise  it  in  time  of  peace.  Im- 
pressment is  a  municipal  right,  depending,  say  the 
English  jurists,  upon  the  mutual  relation  of  allegiance 
and  protection,  and  the  duties  which  these  recipro- 
cally create.  Ordinarily  it  is  exercised  in  time  of 
war  only,  hut  the  government  might  authorise  its  ex- 
ercise at  all  times,  as  the  conscription  is  operativeras 
well  in  peace  as  war.  And  surely  many  cases  may 
occur,  where  its  exercise  might  be  necessary  to  man 
a  fleet,  before  hostilities  were  actually  declared,  but 
while  they  were  considered  impending.  Lender  such 
cireiimstances,  this  new  right  of  search,  bringing  a 
British  boarding  officer  legally  on  board  an  Ameri- 
can ship,  for  a  defined  object,  would  enable  him  very 
conveniently,  after  satisfying  himself  she  neither 
sought  nor  contained  slaves,  to  seize  her  crew  and 
reduce  them  to  a  worse  than  African  bondage;  be- 
cause to  all  their  other  miseries  might  be  added  the 
obligation  to  fight  against  the  flag  of  their  own  coun- 
try. 

The  "Scotsman"  is  not  less  frankthanthe  "Times;" 
"the  object  of  one"  says  Ihe  former  journal,  alluding  : 
to  the  right  of  search  as  heretofore  practised  "was  to  ' 
discover   British   sailors   in   .\meriean   vessels,   and 
practically  gave  onr  naval  officers  a  power  to  impress 
seamen  from  the  ships  of  another  state." 

So,  having  already  maintained,  under  various  vicis- 
situdes, the  right  to  seize  American  sailors  in  time 
of  war,  as  a  consequence  of  her  belligerent  right  of 
scorch,  if  the  present  pretension  is  established,  (ireat 
Britain  can  then  seize  them  in  time  of  peace,  as  a 
consequence  of  her  pacific  right  of  search,  called 
Visitation,  and  thus  the  marine  of  the  United  Slates 
will  bo  an  inexhaustible  fountain,  whence  in  peace 
and  war  she  can  seek  her  force. 

But  it  may  be  said,  and  indeed  the  suggestion  as 
we  have  seen,  is  in  the  "Times,"  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  American  government  lo  frame  a  con- 
vention, which  shall  exclude  this  process  of  impress- 
ment, and  therefore  the  fear  of  its  occurrence  ought 
not  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  check  to  an  odious 
traffic.  To  this  suggestion  the  answer  is  easy.  The 
United  States  can  enter  into  no  stipulation,  which 
can  be  tortured  into  a  recognition  of  this  doctrine  of- 
impressment.  They  cannot  provide  for  its  restric- 
tion nor  regulation.  They  can  only  accept  a  general 
declaration  from  the  British  governmont,  that  their 
fl:ig  shall  protect  their  seamen,  at  all  times  and  under 
all  circumstances;  and  there  is  little  reason  to  hope, 
that  tho  counsels  of  justice  will  so  far  prevail  over 
those  of  interest,  as  lo  lead  to  such  a  me:isurc. 

Were  it  however  adopted  by  the  Britislj,  govern- 
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ment,  as  the  regulatinn  of  its  futlire  conduct,  it  would 
be  hailed  in  the  United  States  as  the  harbinger  of  a 
brighter  day,  as  the  cause  and  the  precursor  of  an  in- 
definite peace,  between  two  nations,  having  so  many 
reasons  for  union,  and  so  few  for  separation. 

In  such  an  event,  there  would  be  little  hazard  in 
predicting,  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  might 
soon  be  made,  by  which  the  fullest  co-operation  of 
the  United  States  would  be  obtained  towards  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade.  The  great  difiicully  be- 
ing removed,  a  mutual  spirit  of  conciliation  would 
soon  do  the  rest.  But  till  then,  the  United  Slates 
cannot,  in  any  arrangement  giving  reciprocally  the 
right  of  search,  with  a  professed  view  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  admit  a  stipulation,  that  the 
doctrine  of  constructive  entrance  should  not  apply, 
and  that  their  seamen  should  be  safe  from  seizure. 
Such  a  stipulation  would  soon  be  construed  into  an 
admission  of  this  claim,  under  other  circumstances, 
and  to  this  the  American  government  and  people  will 
never  submit.  With  them  it  is  a  question  of  life  and 
death.  They  went  to  war  to  oppose  it,  thirty  years 
ago,  when  comparatively  young  and  weak.  And 
now,  after  having  advanced  in  all  the  elements  of 
power,  with  a  rapidity  unknown  in  human  history, 
they  will  not  be  found  wanting  to  their  duties  and 
honor  in  the  day  of  trial.  An  American,  at  home  or 
in  Europe,  may  safely  predict,  that  the  first  man  im- 
pressed from  a  ship  of  his  country,  and  detained, 
with  an  avowal  of  the  right,  by  order  of  the  British 
government,  will  be  the  signal  of  war.  A  war  too, 
which  will  be  long,  bitter  and  accompanied,  it  may 
be,  with  many  vicissitudes.  For  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  po\ver  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  to  the  gallantry  of  her  Heets  and 
armies.  But  twice  the  republic  lias  come  out  hono- 
rably from  a  similar  contest,  and  with  a  just  cause, 
she  would  again  hope  for  success.  At  any  rate,  she 
would  try. 

In  the  preceding  discussion,  we  have  spoken  gene- 
rally of  the  right  of  search,  without  being  led  aside 
by  any  distinction,  founded  upon  the  purposes,  real 
or  avowed,  of  those  who  exercise  it.  We  have  done 
so,  because  so  far  as  regards  the  most  obnoxious  con- 
sequences to  the  United  States,  the  liability  of  their 
seamen  to  impressmen,t,  it  is  obvious,  and  so  indeed 
says  the  Times,  that  the  exercise  of  this  pretension, 
though  not  forming  a  just  cause  of  entry,  yet  being 
its  necessary  result,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial,  in  its 
practical  operation,  whether  the  naval  judge,  "clothed 
Avith  brief  authority"  but  deciding  summarily  upon 
human  liberty,  boards  the  peaceful  trader  to  ascer- 
tain her  national  character,  or  to  inquire  the  objects 
of  her  voyage.  But  besides  this  fundamental  objec- 
tion, it  is  evident,  that  no -vessel  can  be  liable  to  exa- 
mination without  some  hindi-ance.  That  in  all  such 
cases,  there  may  be  gross  abuses,  and  that  in  many, 
these  abuses  will  occur.  The  boarding  officer  will 
judge  if  her  papers  are  regular,  or  if  they  are  simu- 
lated; and  if  the  accidents  of  tlie  voyage  and  the  na- 
ture and  appearance  of  the  cargo  and  equipment 
confirm  these  papers,  or  render  them  suspicious. 
Here  is  latitude  enough  for  arbitrary  vexation,  and 
foi'l  interruptions,  which  may  drive  an  otherwise 
profitable  commerce  into  less  troubled  channels.  And 
these  considerations  are  abundantly  powerful  to  jus- 
tify the  United  States  in  refusing  their  consent,  both 
to  the  conventional  arrangement  proposed  for  the 
right  of  search,  to  ascertain  tlie  object  of  the  voyage, 
and  to  the  new  doctrine  now  first  promulgated,  of  a 
right  of  search  to  ascertain  if  the  proofs  of  the  vessel's 
nationality  are  sufficient  to  justify  her  title  to  the  flag 
she  bears. 

We  cannot  better  describe  the  little  difference,  in 
its  practical  operation,  which  would  be  found  between 
the  right  of  search  to  ascertain  the  object  of  her  voy- 
age, tiian  we  find  it  done  to  our  hands  in  the  London' 
So.v.  One  may  be  called  a  search  and  the  other  a 
visit,  both  will  be  found  equally  vexatious  visitaliciu. 
The  passage  of  the  Sun  is  striking  and  we  shall, 
quote  it: 

"The  Americans  may  very  properly  object  to  our 
right  of  search,  and  may  still  have  a  great  inclination 
to  suppress  the  slave  trade;  but  of  the  two  evils,  we 
have  no  doubt,  but  the  Americans  would  prefer  the 
eternal  existence  of  the  slave  trade,  to  allowing  their 
ships  to  be  overhauled  by  our  men-of-war.  If  they 
sanction  the  examination,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
ascertaining  if  a  vessel  bearing  the  American  Hag  is 
bmutfide  an  American  vessel,  they  sanction  a  rigid 
examination  of  the  vessel  herself.  The  papers  may 
"be  simulated.  How  is  that  to  be  proved'  By  exa- 
mining the  crews;  by  ascertaining  that  the  cargo  of 
the  vessel  corresponds  to  the  manifest;  by  tracing' her 
route  in  the  log  book;  in  short  by  subjecting  her  to  a 
complete  search.  If  that  be  not  done,  papers  v/ill  be 
at  onco  produced  to  correspond  to  the  flag,  and 
merely  to  prove  that  they  do  not  correspond,  will  be 
of  no  use  whatever.  The  Americans  are  well  aware 
of  the  insults  and  injuries  they  would  subject  them- 


selves to,  by  admitting  this  claim  to  visit  their  ships; 
and  the  Morning  Chronicle  does  them  egregious  in- 
justice, when  it  represents  their  resistance  to  that 
claim  as  grounded  in  unrighteousness." 

The  correspondence  with  the  British  secretaries 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  just  published  by  the 
American  government,  comes  marvelously  in  sup- 
port of  the  remarks  of  the  Sun,  though  received  since 
those  remarks  were  written.  It  gives  to  them  almost 
the  chapter  of  prftphecy.  The  search  of  five  Ameri- 
can vessels  is  complained  of  by  the  American  minis- 
ter, the  Douglas,  the  lago,  the  Hero,  the  Mary  and 
Susan.  And  in  four  of  these  cases,  serious  complaints 
are  also  made,  that  the  crews  were  treated  with  in- 
dignity, and  the  cargoes  overhauled  and  injured,  and 
various  articles  taken  away.  As  Lord  Palnierston  in 
his  answer  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  gives  a  summary  of  the 
complaints  of  that  gentleman,  in  the  case  of  onif  of 
these  vessels,  we  shall  quote  the  passage,  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  practical  effect  of  this  new  claim,  not 
having,  unfortunately,  Mr.  Stevenson's  letter  on  this 
subject  within  reach.  And  we  embrace  with  plea- 
sure this  opportunity  of  tendering  our  thanks  ta  that 
able  American  representative,  for  the  spirit,  ability 
and  dignity,  witli  which  he  maintained  the  rights  of 
his  country,  during  the  arduous  correspondence  he 
carried  on  with  Lord  Palmerston  and  Lord  Aber- 
deen. 

But  to  the  summary:  "In  these  two  communica- 
tions from  Mr.  Stevenson,"  says  Lord  Palmerston, 
"it  is  staled  that  on  the  21st  of  October,  1836,  Lieut. 
Seagram  boarded  the  Douglas,  while  she  was  pursu- 
ing her  voyage.^on  the  coast  of  Africa,  examined  the 
ship's  papers  and  the  passengers'  passports",  broke 
ojjen  the  hatches,  hauled  down  the  American  Sag, 
and  seized  the  vessel  as  a  slaver;  that  he  kept  pos- 
ion  of  lier  eight  days,  namely,  from  the  21st  of 
October  to  the  29th  of  the  same  month;  that  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Douglas  became  ill  from  expo- 
sure to  the  sun,  and  that  in  consequence  three  of  them 
died,  and  the  Captain  is  yet  in  ill  health."  It  appears 
by  another  letter  from  Lord  Palmerston,  that  the 
boarding  crew  was  charged  with  consuming  the  stores 
and  provisions  of  the  Douglas. 

And  in  a  third  letter  from  Lord  Palmerston,  which 
relates  to  the  iVIary,  the  character  of  the  occurrences 
on  board,  may  be  judged  by  this  remark,  proceedings 
which,  in  Mr.  Stevenson's  opinion,-  seem  to  want 
nothing  to  give  them  the  character  of  a  most  flagrant 
and  daring  outrage,  and  very  little,  if  any  thing  to 
sink  them  into  an  act  of  open  and  direct  piracy." 

Lord  Palmerston  then  proceeds,  to  justify  or  deny 
all  these  charges,  and  there  they  sleep  the  sleep  of 
death. 

As  to  the  ill-treatment  of  the  crews,  and  the  free 
use  of  the  provisions  and  stores  of  the  vessels,  and 
frequently  the  substraction  of  more  valuable  articles, 
(in  one  of  these  cases  money,  a  chronometer  and  a 
watch  are  stated  to  have  disappeared),  all  this  is  but 
an  old  story  in  the  history  of  vessels,  boarding  and 
boarded  as  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  observe. 
How  indeed  can  it  be  otherwise  in  the  constitution 
of  human  nature,  and  in  the  position  of  the  parties.^ 
There  is  no  check  for  the  present,  no  responsibility 
for  the  future.  The  most  rigorous  discipline  and  the 
best  disposition  could  not  prevent  abuse,  where  a 
party  of  sailors  enter  the  vessel  of  another  nation,  in 
fact  as  masters;  parade  the  crew,  examine  the  papers, 
break  up  the  hatches,  overhaul  the  cargo,  and  feel 
themselves  at  free  quarters,  almost  in  an  enemy's 
country.  And  when  the  disposition  of  the  officers  is 
bad,  and  the  discipline  lax,  all  these  evils  are  fear- 
fully augmented.  In  the  catalogue  of  naval  wrongs, 
endured  by  the  United  States,  during  the  long  period 
of  belligerent  oppression,  to  which  we  have  referred, 
the  injuries  and  abuses  inflicted  by  boarding  vessels 
figure  in  the  first  rank.  What  will  they  be  hereafter, 
when  this  doctrine  of  universal  search,  under  the 
guise  of  an  inquiry  into  the  nationality  of  vessels, 
becomes  con>ecrated«by  time  and  usage,  and  is  exer- 
cised, as  well  in  peace  as  in  war.' 

But  after  all,  what  is  this  distinction,  which  Lord 
Palmerston  and  Lord  Aberdeen  have  discovered,  and 
which  is  now  to  give  British  officers  the  right,  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  to  enter  and  search  American 
ships?  We  are  distinctly  told  by  both  these  statesmen, 
in  their  correspondence  with  the  American  minister, 
that  they  do  not  assert  this  claim  of  search  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  objects  of  a  voyage,  and  to 
seize  the  vessel,  if  found  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 
Both  admit  in  terras,  that  her  American  character 
being  once  established,  her  cargo,  whether  men  or 
merchandise,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  armed  cruiser; 
and  that  she  must  be  permitted  to  prosecute  her 
voyage,  however  nefarious  her  object  may  be.  But 
both  equally  contend,  that  the  flag  at  the  mast  head, 
or  the  piece  of  bunting,  as  Lord  Palmerston  rather 
contemptuously  styles  this  emblem  of  sovereignly, 
furnishes  no  evidence  of  national  character,  and  shall 
fturnish  no  protection  against  the  entrance  of  British 


force.  .That  they  have  a  right  to  board  all  vessels 
upon  the  ocean,  examine  their  papers,  and  satisfy 
themselves  respecting  their  nationality.  Lord  Aber- 
deen, consoles  the  government  of  the  United  States 
by  the  assurance,  that  their  vessels  are  not  entered 
as  THEIR  vessels.  "Nor  is  it  as  American,  that  such 
vessels  are  ever  visited."  Poor  consolation  this  If 
Tom  is  knocked  down  in  the  street,  it  is  liltte  com- 
fo.i'  to  him  to  be  told,  I  did  not  knock  you  down  as 
Tom,  I  knocked  you  down  as  Jack.  The  answer  to 
all  such  pretensions  is  very  simple,  and  cannot  have 
escaped  the  sagacity  of  the  British  statesmen,  who 
have  resorted  to  this  strange  process  of  justification 
You  commit  the  act  at  your  own  hazard.  If  you 
enter  a  ship  or  knock  down  a  man,  believing  that  the 
ship  or  man  is  not  what  appearances  indicate  and 
your  suspicions  being  correct,  if  the  law,  interna- 
tional in  one  case,  national  in  the  other,  gives  you 
the  right  to  use  this  violence,  then  you  may  "avow  the 
act,  and  justify  it.  But  if  you  err  in  these  premises 
you  are  responsible  for  Ihe  consequences.  ' 

The  municipal  law  of  every  country  is  filled  with 
illustrations  of  this  principle.  It  is  common  sense 
applied  to  the  affairs  of  men  in  their  social  relalioBs' 
as  members  of  an  organized  community.  Applied  to 
the  affairs  of  nations,  in  their  commercial  intercourse 
with  one  another,  upon  the  ocean,  it  is  the  same 
common  sense,  then  called  public  law.  If  a  father 
or  master  meet  his  son  or  servant,  he  has  a  right  to 
examine  him,  to  ascertain  if  he  is  violatini-  Ins  or- 
ders.    This  we  may  call  the  visitation  of  persons 

The  rigbt  cannot  be  denied.  Now,  the  son  or  servant 
may  disguise  himself,  and  assume  the  appearance  and 
dcfss  of  the  son  or  servant  of  a  neighbor,  it  may  be 
his  livery.  But  does  this  possibility  of  abuse  give  to 
the  superior  the  right  to  stop  in  the  street  all  persons 
he  may  choose  to  suspect,  with  or  without  cause  to 
he  his  son  or  servant?  and  not  even  violating  the  liws 
of  the  country,  but  his  own  domestic  law?  Certainly 
not.  If  he  examine  forcibly,  he  does  so  at  his  peril 
Borne  out  by  the  result,  he  is  but  in  the  exercise  of 
his  right.  Deceived,  he  is  a  trespasser,  and  respon- 
sible for  his  conduct. 

We  consider  it  unnecessary  to  pursue  these  illus- 
trations, further.  It  would  be  but  a  work  of  superero- 
gation. 

What  then  is  the  process,  by  which  this  new  prin- 
ciple is  attempted  to  be  justified  and  maintained'— 
Lord  P.almerston  thus  lays  down  the  doctrine,  which 
is  henceforth  to  become  a  part  of  the  maritime  laiv: 
The  United  States  flag  or  bunting,  as  his  lordship 
calls  it,'shall  exempt  no  vessel,  (whether  American 
or  not),  from  search  except  "when  that  vessel  is  pro- 
vided with  papers,  entitling  her  to  wear  that  fla"- 
and  proving  her  to  he  United  States  property,  ami 
navigated  according  to  law."  And  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  if  she  is  entitled  to  the  flag  she  bears,  and  if 
she  is  sailing  according  to  law,  a  ri"-ht  to  enter  is 
claimed  for  every  British  cruiser  intcrevery  Ameri- 
can vessel,  wherever  they  may  m.eet.  And  this  right 
of  entry  is  called  not  a  search,  but  a  visit. 

Lord  Palmerston,  it  will  be  remarked,  lays  down 
as  a  part  of  the  principle,  that  the  vessel  must  be 
sailing  according  to  law, -that  is,  for  a  purpose  not 
prohibited  by  law,  and  Lord  Aberdeen  who  shows 
more  regard  for  bunting  than  Lord  Palmerston,  con- 
cludes, that,  "doubtless  the  flag  is  prima,  f.icie  evi- 
dence of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel."  A  strange 
designation  this,  by  the  by,  for  a  national  pavilio'ii, 
and  we  had  almost  said  a  profane  one,  to  be  applied 
by  an  English  statesman,  the  minister  of  a'country, 
whose  METEOR  FL.iG  is  associated  with  so  many  ■Glo- 
rious recollections,  and  apostrophised  in  so  much 
glorious  poetry.  And  after  all,  this  emblem  of  so- 
vereignty and  accompaniment  of  victory  is  but  a 
piece  of  bunting!  Alas!  for  the  prestige  of  great 
names,  when  reduced  to  this  matter  of  fact  standard! 

It  will  not  be  denied,  that  this  is  the  first  solemn 
occasion  upon  which  this  pretension  has  been  put 
forth  to  the  world.  No  elementary  writer  has  ad- 
vanced it;  no  jurist  has  asserted  it;  no  judge  has  ruled 
it.  The  universal  exemption  of  all  vessels  in  time 
of  peace,  from  "search  or  visitation,"  the  very  words, 
as  we  liave  seen,  of  Lord  Stowell,  has  heretofore 
been  an  uncontested  and  ineontestible  principle  of 
the  law  of  nations;  and  he  added  the  authority  of  his 
decision  to  the  opinion  of  his  predecessors,  the  com- 
mentators Upon  the  great  code  of  maritime  law. — 
When  therefore  the  two  British  sta'esmen,  who  have 
assumed,  or  upon  whom  has  fallen,  tlie  task  of  inter- 
polating this  new  principle  into  that  code,  or  as  the 
Turks  would  express  it,  who  are  working  the  way 
for  the  new  law,  undertake  to  justify  this  pretension, 
by  argument,  preparatory  to  its  being  maintained  by 
force,  we  may  fairly  call  upon  them  to  establish  their 
position  by  undeniable  proofs,  or  by  the  clearest  il- 
lustrations. The  burthen  of  discussion  is  cast  upon 
them  while  the  nations  of  the  earth,  at  the  same  lime 
judges  and  parties,  are  watching  the  progress  of  Ihe 
controversy,  anxious,  it  may  be,  to  see,  if  this  new 
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6TEP,  as  the  "Times"  may  well  term  it,  is  to  be  at- 

tenJed  wilh  a  new  Strugile.  and  if  both  are  to  be 
gained,  as  so  ni.iriy  bave  been  i;aiii.i.i  bcfaie  Ihem. 

in  carefully  analysing  the  corresponijence,  the  ar- 
guments in  support  of  this  claim  may  be  briefly  sflm- 
med  up  in  these.  Without  it  flags  may  be  sometimes 
abused.  Without  it,  En2;lish  cruisers  may  sometimes 
be  prevented  from  boarding  their  own  vessels,  and 
thus  the  municipal  lawsof  Eugland  may  be  violated. 
Without  it,  the  treaty  stipulations  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade  cannot  be  so  well  executed,  as 
with  it.  And  the  traditions  of  the  British  navy,  and 
Lord  Aberdeen  believes,  of  other  navies,  are  in  favor 
of  its  assertion.  This  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  de- 
fence of  this  measure. 

As  to  what  may  be  termed  the  quarter  deck  law, 
we  shall  dismiss  it  witti  a  very  cursory  examination. 
Mr.  Stevenson  calls  in  question  the  exactitude  of  the 
fact,  at  any  rate  to  the  extent  to  which  it  must  reach, 
in  order  to  support  such  a  claim  as  this.  That  ves- 
sels may  have  been  overhauled  and  entered  in  lime 
of  peace,  under  peculiar  circumstances,  we  do  not 
doubt.  But  it  is  evident,  that  this  practice  has  never 
prevailed  in  any  considerable  degree,  most  certainly 
not  sufficiently  so,  to  render  it  authoritative,  as  other- 
wise it  would  have  given  rise  to  examination  and 
consideration  among  the  elementary  writers,  and  to 
discussion  among  the  governments,  which,  from 
time  to  time,  must  have  been  affected  by  it.  No 
trace  of  this  appears,  and  the  conclusion  isincvila- 
ble,that  its  use  has  never  been  established,  nor  its 
abuse  sufliciently  prevalent  nor  serious,  to  render  it 
the  subject  of  diplomatic  intervention.  If  Great 
Britain  had,  as  she  has  not,  in  the  exercise  of  her 
naval  strength,  pushed  this  usage  beyond  the  point 
we  have  indicated,  certainly  it  would  be  with  a  had 
grace,  she  could  claim  that  her  own  violence  should 
be  written  down  in  the  law  of  nations,  and  consti- 
tute the  rule  for  their  future  government.  We  go 
farther:  vessels  will  no  doubt  be  hereafter  spoken 
and  entered,  and  no  one  will  complain,  because  no 
indignity  will  be  intended,  nor  will  any  injury  be 
done.  Strictly  speaking,  a  trespass  may  be  commit- 
ted, but  the  matter  will  pass  off,  without  exciting  the 
least  sensation,  either  among  the  parties  or  their  go- 
vern.iients.  How  different  this  is,  from  a  claim  to 
enter  and  search  all  ships,  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
places,  we  leave  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind  to 
judge.  We  say  in  all  places,  because,  though  one- 
half  only  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  is  tabooed  (as  the 
south  sea  islanders  express  it)  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, yet  the  same  power,  which  has  laid  this  inter- 
dict upon  a  part  of  one  of  the  mightiest  works  of 
God,  may  extend  it  as  soon  as  its  interests  dictate, 
from  pole  to  pole,  and  from  east  to  west.  If  lluit  is 
not  already  done,  it  is  not,  that  the  principle  is  not 
sufliciently  elastic  to  cover  such  a  space,  but  only 
that  the  time  of  harvest  has  not  yet  come.  We  are 
aware  of  our  offence  against  the  canons  of  criticism 
in  the  metaphor,  but  we  may  be  pardoned  the  tres- 
pass, in  consequence  of  the  force  of  the  illustration. 
With  respect  to  the  abuse,  to  which  this  claim  of 
immunity,  made  by  the  United  States  for  their  ves- 
sels, may  be  liable,  it  is  not  difficult  to  show  how 
greatly  it  has  been  exaggerated.  This  seems  to  be 
the  favorite  argument  of  lord  Palmerston,  and  is  re- 
peated, under  a  somewhat  difit'rent  view,  by  lord 
Aberdeen.  Both  these  statesmen  appear  to  think, 
that  the  United  States  claim  a  perfect  immunity  lor 
all  vessels  bearing  their  flag,  and  as  an  illustration  of 
the  absurdity  of  such  a  pretension,  lord  Aberdeen 
asks  Mr.  Stevenson,  if  he  supposes  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  would  permit  "British  vessels  and 
British  capital  to  carry  on,  before  .the  eyesof  Bri- 
tish otF.cers,  this  detestable  trafiic,  etc.  by  hoisting 
the  American  flag.''' 

This  conclusion  is  no  corollary  from  the  prejiiises 
laid  down  by  the  United  States.  They  advance  no 
such  pretension.  It  is  the  immunity  of  their  own 
bona  fide  vessels  they  seek  to  secure.  They  do  not 
deny  to  the  cruisers  of  all  the  powers  of  the  earlli, 
the  right  to  enter  and  search  the  vessels  of  their  own 
country,  and  of  every  other  country  which  mny  con- 
cede the  privilege;  though  the  flag  of  the  U.  States 
may  fly  at  all  their  mast  heads.  But  they  do  deny 
the  right  nf  any  such  cruisers  to  search  their  ves- 
sels, and  here  lies  the  nonx  of  the  whole  matter. 
Certainly,  if  a  British  or  French  frigate  encounters 
a  vessel  at  sea,  which  is  most  assuredly  a  British  or 
French  vessel,  endeavoring  to  conceal  her  nationali- 
ty, under  the  American  flag,  such  frigate  is  justified 
in  bonriling  hor,  and  in  disposing  of  her  as  ihc  laws 
of  the  country  may  provide.  But  this  is  done  at  the 
risk  of  the  boarding  ship.  If  the  result  proves  that 
the  suspicion  was  well  founded,  then  the  command- 
ing oflicer  will  be  scatheless.  Ho  will  have  done 
his  duty  to  his  own  government,  and  no  injury  to 
another.  But  if  he  has  sulli-'red  himself  to  be  de- 
ceived, then  he  has   violated  the  rights  of  a  foreign 


power,  and  his  sovereign  mtist  be  responsible  for  the 
consequences.  He  may  still  have  done  his  duty  to 
hisovw  icovernmcnt.  That  will  depend  upon  the 
stnngth  of  the  evidence  upon  which  he  acted.  But 
he  has  committed  an  injury  against  another,  and  for 
that  injury,  atonement  may  be  demanded.  But  here 
we  come  to  the  practical  operation  of  these  general 
principles,  and  it  is  that  branch  of  the  subject  alone, 
which  is  worthy  serious  consideration. 

The  two  British  statesmen  attempt^o  support  their 
position  by  pushing  principles  to  their  extreme.  This 
may  do  in  the  schools,  but  its  place  i3;not  in  active 
life,  and  least  of  all  in  the  afl'airs  of  nations.  A  Bri- 
tish officer  meets  a  vessel  bearing  an  American  flag, 
but  which  he  has  the  strongest  reasons  to  suspect  to 
be  British,  and  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  He  boards 
her,  conducts  himself  with  perfect  propriety,  ascer- 
tains his  error,  and  retires,  without  any  injury.  He 
is  a  trespasser,  but  no  government  would  ever  think 
of  complaining  in  such  a  case.  A  perpetual  right  to 
stop,  to  search  and  to  seize,  is  one  thing.  'A  casual 
act  of  trespass,  conceded  to  be  such,  excused  by  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  and  immediately  acknowledg- 
ed and  atoned  for,  is  another.  The  latter  maybe  par- 
doned. The  former  is  intolerable.  The  command- 
er of  the  boarding  vessel  is  precisely  in  the  condi- 
tion of  a  sheriff's  officer,  who,  with  a  writ  against  A. 
arrests  B.  Now,  on  a  trial  in  an  action  of  trespass, 
which  B  might  institute  for  tliis  assault  and  battery, 
what  would  be  the  measure  of  damages  which  an 
intelligent  jury  .would  apply  to  the  ease?  They 
would  adopt  precisely  the  same  rule  we  have  already 
laid  down  in  the  case  of  the  commander.  If  the 
officer  had  strong  reasons  to  mistake  the  identify  of 
B.  and  tosuppose  he  was  A,  and  if  he  had  conducted 
himself  with  perfect  propriety,  and  had  really  com- 
mitted no  injury,  he  would  be  dismissed  with  nomi- 
nal damages — damages  which,  while  they  asserted 
the  great  principle  of  liberty,  would  yet  be  perfectly 
valueless  in  their  amount,  leaving  the  ill-advised 
complainant  to  pay  the  costs. 

Such  is  the  illustration  of  our  maritime  subject. 
In  this  manner  the  principle  is  saved,  and  flagrant 
abuses  prevented.  And  why  the  naked  principle  is 
incalculably  valuable  to  the  United  States,  is  ob- 
vious. Upon  it  turns  the  claim  of  impressment. 
The  exercise  of  that  claim,  as  we  have  seen,  is  the 
consequence  of  a  legal  right  to  enter.  So  long  as 
this  entry  is  illegal,  so  long  the  American  seamen 
are,  by  British  confession,  safe  from  British  power. 
We  may  illustrate  this  principle  still  farther,  and  it 
is  well  to  do  so,  because  lord  Aberdeen  pushes  the 
immunity,  even  to  the  protection  of  piracy,  and 
some  of  the  English  journals  have  expressed  "a  very 
patriotic  fear  of  that  result.  Let  us  examine  the 
master.  The  cruiser  of  a  civilised  power  approach- 
es a  region  where  a  pirate  is  known  to  have  recently 
been  committing  depredations.  His  appearance  is 
described  and  he  is  anxiously  watched.  A  vessel 
with  the  Bag  of  the  United  States  heaves  in  sight, 
and  she  bears  a  great  resemblance  to  the  corsair. 
She  is  entered,  and  the  mistake  is  discovered.  Tlie 
act  would  be  pardoned;  and  especially,  as  the  crime 
is  proscribed  by  the  law  of  nations,  a"  law  which  all 
powers  should  support  and  enforce;  and  it  would  not 
be  difScult  to  suppose  a  case,  v/hether  the  public 
ship  of  a  nation  might  be  attacked,  and  under  such 
strong  presumption  of  her  being  a  pirate,  as  to  ex- 
cuse, though  not  to  justify,  the  aggression. 

When  piracy  was  prevalent  in  the  West  Indies, 
some  years  since,  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  Ameri- 
can squadron  employed  in  its  suppression,  were  of- 
ten disguised  to  deceive  the  pirates.  If  one  of  them 
had  been  mistaken  by  a  French  or  British  frigate  for 
a  piratical  cruiser,  she  would  have  been  attacked; 
but  the  matter  would  have  been  amicably  arranged, 
as  was  the  controversy  respecting  the  action  between 
the  American  frigate  the  "President"  and  the  Bri- 
tish sloop  of  war  the  "Little  Bell,"  which  occurred 
in  profound  peace,  but  was  the  r»sult  of  mutual  mis- 
understanding. Now,  lord  Palmerston  and  lord 
Aberdeen  do  not  claim  the  right,  in  time  of  peace, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  search  a  vessel  of  war, 
in  order  to  ascertain  her  nationalitv.  Here  the  bunt- 
ing rides  inviolate.  But  does  it  foflow,  that  because 
a  pirate  hoists  the  flag  of  a  Christain  power,  and  as- 
sumes the  appearance  of  one  of  her  armed  ships,  he 
is  therefore  beyond  the  reach  of  his  pursuers?  Or 
that  all  the  French  vessels  of  war  upon  the  ocean 
may  bo  seandied  by  a  British  ship,  because  the  lat- 
ter chooses  to  suspect  they  are  pirates?  Such  pre- 
tensions would  be  absurd.  The  public  vessel  is  in- 
violable in  .principle,  by  universal  fonsent,  as  the 
private  vessel  was,  till  this  pretension  arose.  The 
immunity  of  the  one  has  not  prevented  the  suppres- 
sion of  piracy,  nor  would  the  immunity  of  the  other 
prevent  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  Neither 
ought  to  be  forcibly  entered  by  a  foreign  power;  but 
if  their  guise  is  assumed,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  I 
deceive  tho  honest   cruiser,  circumstances  might  oc- 


cur to  justify  him  in  attacking  the  one,  and  entering 
the  other. 

But  pursuing  the  analogy,  and  pushing  the  princi- 
ple, as  Lord  Palmerston  pushes  it,  it  is  evident,  that 
if  the  pos.<ible  abuse  of  their  flag,  for  tlie  purpose 
among  other  things,  of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade, 
is  a  pr»of,  that  the  merchs'U  vessels  of  the  United 
States  may  be  stopped  and  searched;  then  their  arm- 
ed ships  may  be  also  stoppeo  and  searched,  or  every 
corsair,  who  may  in  like  manner  hoist  their  flag,  may 
roam  the  ocean  untouched.  We  leave  the  dilemma 
where  the  arsumcnt  originated.  V/ith  our  views, 
there  is  no  difiiculty.  These,  we  have  sufficiently 
explained. 

Piracy  has  been  put  down,  without  any  violation 
of  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  or  of  the  independence  of 
nations.  The  slave  trade  may  be  put  down  also, 
with  tlie  same  sacred  regard  to  those  great  princi- 
ples. If  occasional  trespasses  are  committed,  in  at- 
taining the  one  object  or  the  other,  let  these  be  judg- 
ed, as  they  ari=e.  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof.  Let  violence  not  be'encouraged  and  shield- 
ed in  advance,  and  one  of  the  best  works  of  man,  the 
code  of  opinion,  by  which  the  strong  is  restrained, 
and  the  weak  protected  upon  the  ocean,  be  broken 
up,  and  its  fragments  scattered  to  the  wind. 

We  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  this  princi- 
ple, as  the  British  statesmen  lay  it  down,  and  more 
particularly  in  its  application  to  the  slave  trade.  We 
have  seen  that  Lord  Palmerston,  who  certainly  ex- 
presses himself  less  guardedly  than  Lord  Aberdeen, 
qualifies  his  general  postiilatum,  concerning  the 
search  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  by  this  li- 
mitation, that  there  must  be  circumstances  justifying 
the  suspicion,  that  they  are  not  American  property, 
and  that  their  voyag.-s  are  illegal.  Lord  Aberdeen 
goes  farther.  He  claims  no  right  of  search  "except 
under  the  most  grave  suspicions  and  well  founded 
doubts  of  the  genuineness  of  its  (the  vessel's)  charac- 
ter." And  he  too  requires,  that  the  object  of  the 
vessel  should  be  "illegal." 

The  most  grave  suspicions  and  well  founded  doubts 
of  v/hat.  Lord  Aberdeen?  Of  violating  your  munici- 
pal laws?  If  that  proposition  is  meant  and  can  be 
maintained,  then  England  is  much  nearer  universal 
domination  upon  the  ocean;  than  the  most  jealous 
observer  of  her  maritime  "steps"  has  ventured  even 
to  insinuate.  She  has  only,  by  statutary  provision,  to 
declare,  as  she  already  declares  in  principle,  that  the 
employment  of  her  native  born  subjects  in  the  Ame- 
rican marine,  military  or  commercial,  is  illegal;  and 
she  can  then  enter  the  ships  of  the  United  States, 
and  seize  their  crews,  without  resorting  to  the  soph- 
ism, (we  speak  as  a  logician,  not  offensively),  which 
actually  casts  an  air  of  ridicule  upon  this  grave  ques- 
tion, and  by  which  the  true  object  is  attained,  under 
a  pretended  one. 

She  has  only  to  declare  piratical  the  transportation 
of  the  mcrrliandise  of  France,  as  she  has  declared 
piratical  the  slave  trade  and  then  every  French  ship 
sailing  the  ocean,  every  other  one,  indeed,  may  be 
stopped  and  searched,  to  ascertain  if  they  carry  the 
wines  of  Bordeaux,  the  silks  of  Lyons,  or  the  rich 
and  elegant  manufactured  articles  of  Paris.  From 
such  a  search,  to  seizure  and  condemnation  is  but 
another  sTEr;  and  the  tri-colored  bunting  of  France, 
and  the  strijed  bunting  of  the  American  union, 
might  disappear  from  the  face  of  the  seas. 

Let  no  man  say,  that  such  things  will  not  happen. 
Upon  this  subject  wo  can  no  more  assert  what  is  pro- 
bable, than  we  can  predict  what  will  happen.-  No 
STEP  in  this  onv.-ard  progress  can  be  more  irrcconci- 
leable  witli  common  right  and  common  sense,  than 
v.'as  the  paper  blockade  of  half  Europe,  without  even 
the  pretence,  that  this  interdict  was  supported  by  an 
armed  vessel,  if  it  were  hut  a  gun  boat,  to  watch  one 
hundredth  part  of  the  coast,  thus  pronounced  to  be 
hermetically  closed. 

But  what  constitutes  this  illegality,  we  are  no- 
where distinctly  told.  Indeed,  the  whole  reasoning 
of  Lord  Aberdeen,  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
is  marked  with  a  confusion,  cerlainly  not  the  char- 
acteristic of  that  accomplished  statesman,  but  the  re- 
sult of  the  position  Tie  felt  it  his  duty  to  take.  He 
says  in  one  part  of  his  despatch,  "that,  the  present 
happy  concurrence  of  the  states  of  Christendom  (Qu. 
some  of  the  states  of  Europe!)  in  this  great  object, 
not  merely  justifies,  but  renders  indispensable  the 
right  now  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  British  go- 
vernment." This,  it  will  be  observed,  was  written 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  between  five  of 
the  European  powers,  upon  this  subject,  and  there- 
fore has  relation  only  to  the  previous  isolated  trea- 
ties; though  thai  circumstance  in  our  view,  whatever 
it  may  do  in  that  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  changes  nothing 
in  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  this  controversy.  That 
nil  the  powers  of  Christendom  have  not  conceded  this 
right  of  search,  will  not  be  disputed;  for  we  suppose 
the  United  States  may  fairly  claim  to  belong  to  that 
great  brotherhood  of  nations.  Is  it  possible  that  Lord 


Aberdeen  means  all  that  his  words 
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Will  he  openly  ass.,.e  the  principle,  th^  t^^c^t   rl:^^::^^;:;'^::'''^^^^!^:^:-':" 
currcnce  of  some  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  great  or    forious,  unjus,if,"l;,ranr::;.ht^e;crrwhe  e'    o  be' 
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small,  in  a  measure,  even  whe 

fically  confined  to  themselves 

/flc^o,  changes  the   law  of  nations 

principles  of  the  new  measure!     If  some  fiitu 
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currence  of  some  of  the  states  of  Christendom  in  the:       a    .    .i,      .  , 

great  object"  had  not  only  legalized,  but  had  render-  I  .  °,  ,■  ^'?!"^  °'  slavery  itself,  it  were  idle  to 
ed  the  process,  by  which  their  decree  was  to  bo  en-  ■  f ?"j  "  x  .,"'  '^^  ^  "^"^  common  consent  of  man- 
forced,  not  merely  ju.<tifiable,  but  indispensable'— i,j  ,* ''^'^''■'' ^""''^  *'"=  earliest  ages  of  the 
This  is  no  reasoning  for  the  nineteenth  centurv   and'^  j    '""         '^'''^   '**   proliably   no  nation,  ancient  or 


ng  lor  the  nineteenth  centurv,  and  '  '    j 
we  can  no  longer  occupy  ourselves  with  it.  l  modern,  amon 

If  the  right  of  search  is   here   placed,  as  we  see, 


hom  it  has  not  been  kno 
some,  it  has  been  abolished,  and  where   it 


By 

yet  sur 


upon  the  obliiration  created  by  the  partial  treaties  for  I  I'u^^'-^™  P*^  '^^  condition  has  been  ameliorated, 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  there  are  passa^-es  '  ,V^  certainly  true  of  the  United  States.  A  gene- 
in  the  despatches  of  both  Lord  Palmerston  and  Lord  I     ■  °'sP°5''ion  's  gaining  ground  to  improve  the  situ- 


Aberdcen,  where  it  is  placed  upon  the  municipal  la., 
of  England.  These  are  to  be  found,  where  Lord 
Aberdeen  invokes  the  necessity  of  examining  Ame- 
rican ships,  to  ascertain,  if  they  are  not  "British 
ships  with  British  capital,"  carrying  on  a  traffic 
"which  the  law  (the  municipal  law  of  England),  has 
declared  to  be  piracy."  And  Lord  Palmerston  says, 
that  without  this  right  of  searching  American  ves- 
sels, "even  the'  laws  of  England  might  be  set  at  defi- 
ance by  her  own  subjects."  And  so  they  may  be 
evaded  in  a  thousand  ways,  and  have  been  evaded  by 
means  furnished  by  ships  both  English  and  foreign. 
And  why  confine  this  claim  of  search  to  the  evasion 
of  the  laws,  respecting  the  slave  trade?  Why  not 
extend  it  to.  all  cases,  which  may  happen,  and  stop 
and  seize  upon  the  ocean  all  vessels,  suspected  or 
pretended  to  be  suspected,  of  aiding  in  such  evasioni 
And  why  should  not  a  French  cruiser  overhaul  and 
search  any  merchantman,  foreign  as  well  as  French, 
which,  it  may  be  pretended,  has  on  board  a  young 
•conscript,  6ecing  from  the  conscription.'  This  branch 
of  the  discussion  has  already  extended  too  far.  We 
do  not. believe  it  is  necessary  for  any  intelligent  rea- 
der, that  we  should  farther  push  the'refutation  of  the 
pretension,  that  a  British  boarding  cr 
any  American  ship  she  meets  with    a 


efiect  to  the  British  laws.  That  time  may  come,  "and  M^''3^'^''°n>  "t"'  murder,  and  ruin  into  a  peaceful 
perhaps  will  come,  if  this  step  isgained.  But  before  "^f^^^uni'-V.  to  P"sh  on  the  accomplishment  of  ihi 
then,  many  strange  events  may  come  to  pass.  '       -      " 

-But  it  will  be  seen  also,  that  this  illegality  which 
we  are  in  search  of,  is  created,  not  only  by  treaty 
slipulalions  and  municipal  laws,  but  by  the  laws  of 
nations.  To  the  last  authority,  the  United  States 
avow  their  entire  submission,  and  what  that  ordains, 
they  will  cheerfully  obey.  Lord  Aberdeen  says,  that 
the  fraudulent  abuse  ol  the  American  Hag  "eonsti 
tutes  that  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion,  which  the 
law  of  nations  requires  in  such  a  case."  Let  Lord 
Aberdeen  put  his  finger  upon  that  part  of  the  law, 
which  applies  to  "such  a  case,"  and  all  opposition  to 
the  pretensions  of  his  country  is  at  an  end.  But  it  is 
the  fair  provision,  which  is  demanded,  and  not  a  sub- 
stitute, created  by  a  false  analogy.  This  doctrine  is 
not  to  be  supported  by  transferring  to  this  subject 
principles  and  practices  applicable  only  to  a  state  of 
war,  and  to  acts,  which  are  then  "illegal,"  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  mankind. 


But  after  all,  supposing  the  law  to  be  laid  down, 
that  American  vessels  may  be  searched,  because 
their  voyages  may  be  sometimes  "illegal,"  what  are 
the  circumstances  which  justify  the  exercise  of  this 
measure,  agreeably  to  the  British  doctrine.  We  re- 
peat the  rule,  as  stated  by  Lord  Aberdeen.  No  ves- 
sel bearing  the  American  flag  ought  to  he  visited  by 
a  British  cruiser,  except  "under  the  most  grave  sus- 
picions, and  well  founded  doubts  of  the  genuineness 
of  its  character."  Wiiat  is  the  practical  application 
of  this  rule?  Why,  American  vessels  are  visited  in 
the  language  of  Lord  Aberdeen  "in  certain  latitudes 
and  for  a  particular  object."  That  is  to  say  their 
very  appearance  in  "certain  latitudes"  is  a  "grave 
suspicion,"  and  thence  follows  the  entry,  the  deten- 
tion, the  search,  and  it  may  be,  the  seizure!  If  this 
is  not  reversing  the  natural  order  of  things,  and  cast- 
ing the  burden  of  proof  upon  the  injured  party,  we 
confess  our  Inability  to  understand  the  subject. — 
This  amounts  to  a  complete  blockade  of  the  southern 
ocean,  from  Rio  Janeiro  to  the  Bight  of  Benin.  How 
long  it  may  continue  and  hov/  much  further  it  may 
extend,  we  leave  to  history  to  tell. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  the  communications  of 
both  the  British  secretaries  of  state  for  foreign  af- 
fairs to  consider  the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy. 
This  point  eslablisl  ed  and  ail  opposition  to  this  claim 
of  search,  in  case  of  bona  Jide  suspicions,  would 
cease.  Lord  Palmerston  speaks  of  "slave  trading 
pirates"  and  Lord  Aberdeen  of  "piratical  advan- 
tages." 
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<?)ish  parliament  voted  the  sb.^lition  of  the  skv« 
tr.rli;  hut  when  sn.ne  of  ll,„  sreate-^t  ...n:,iesf  i„  Hn- 

hv",ll"'"'',  ""^"  ?"  "''"""'■^■-  T''"-"-'  'O^tesmen, 
by  then-  votes,  not  only  pronounced  th'?  slave  trade 
to  be  legal  and  expedient,  but  moral  also,  so'  faf'  as 
that  consideration  formed,  at  that  time  a  moiive  of 
legislative  action.  That  it  is  illegal,  by  the  great 
coce  ot  piibl:c  law,  no  statesman,  nor  publicist  nor 
well  informed  man  willseriously  contend.  Thanks 
to  the  advancing  opinions  of  the  age,  its  atrocity  is 
g;enerally  acknowledged,  and  the  obligation  of  Chris- 
tian states  to  extirpate  it,  almost  every v/here  felt 
and  obeyed.  But  it  is  not  permitted,  in  order  to  at- 
tain a  great  good,  to  commit  a  great  evil.  In  order 
to  break  up  this  traffic,  to  break  down  the  barrier 
which  centuries  have  been  rearing,  and  by  which 
the  weak  are  everywhere  protected  against  the  strong, 
the  peaceful  against  the  warlike.  The  law  of  na- 
tions is  but  general  opinion,  illustrated  by  able  ju- 
rists, and  sanctified  by  time,  and  by  universal  acqui- 
escence. Touch  it  rudely,  and  the  whole  fabric  will 
disappear,  leaving  the  nations  of  the  world,  in  their 
mutual  relations,  as  they  existed  in  the  most  barba- 
rous ages. 

Most  wisely  and  most  impresssively  therefore,  did 
Lord  Stowell  say,  "No  nation  has  the  right  to  force 
their  way,  for  the  liberation  of  Africa,  by  trampling 
upon  the  independence  of  other  states,  on  the  pre- 
tence of  an  eminent  good,  by  means  that  are  unlaw- 
lul:  or  to  press  forward  to  a  great  principle,  by  break- 
ing through  other  great  principles  which  stood  in  their 
way." 

Words  of  deep  wisdom  and  solemn  warning;  and 
lamentable  is  it,  that  their  observation  has  scarcely 
outlived  the  able  and  venerable  judge,  by  whom 
they  were  pronounced.  And  above  all  it  is  to  be  de- 
plored that  the  first  public  practical  disavowal  of 
these  sentiments  should  come  from  a  country  whose 
law  they  were  ruled  to  be. 

We  have  already  adverted  to  the  opinion  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  in  conniSction  with  that  of  lord 
Stowell.  This  we  did  from  memory,  but  at  the  mo- 
ment of  writing  this  part  of  ou.-  remarks,  we  have 
been  enabled  to  refer  to  a  debate  in  the  house  of 
lords  10th  July,  1839,  where  his  sentiments  are  fully 
disclosed.  With  that  spirit  of  frankness  and  saga- 
city, which  are  not  the  least  eminent,  among  the 
qualities  of  that  eminent  man,  he  predicted  the'issue 
object.  But  after  having  visited  the  three  quarters  ',";!;'';!;  l'?,l^''"'''?^^^^'f'^■  "«.  ^'>i''.  "'»'« 
of  the  old  continent,  v.e  say   before  God   and  the   ^!?Tv,' ,2"  "'"'^  ''  lawful  to  detain  any  ves- 


ation  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  society.  This  is 
felt  in  the  southern  stales  of  the  American  confede- 
racy, as  well  as  elsewhere,  and  he  who  should  judge 
of  the  treatment  of  the  slaves  in  that  region,  by  their 
treatment  in  the  West  India  colonies,  would  do  the 
southern  planter  egregious  injustice.  Tlie  best  proof 
of  this  assertion  is  the  fact,  disclosed  by  the  statisti- 
cal tables,  published  by  the  American  government, 
that  in  some  of  the  slave  states,  the  slaves  increase 
faster  than  llie  white  population;  and  another  fact 
not  less  significative,  is  the  rate  of  their  natural  aug- 
mentation. This  is  found  to  be  between  25  and  30 
per  cent,  in  each  decennial  period.  A  very  respect- 
able countryman  now  here,  in  whose  statement  we 
place  full  confidence,  has  just  informed  us  he  has 
examined  the  subject,  and  finds,  though  there  are 
more  than  fourteen  million  of  free  white  persons  in  ' 
the  United  States,  and  but  two  millions  and  a  half 
slaves,  yet  the  number  in  the  latter  class,  over 
one  hundred  years  of  age,  is  almost  double  that  in  the 
former. 

We  are  no  slaveholder.  We  never  have  been.  We 
never  shall  be.     We  deprecate  its  existence  in  prin- 
ciple, and  pray  for  its  abolition  every   where,  where 
may  enter  |  "^'^  can  be  efl'eeted  justly,  and  peaceably  and  easily 
low    to  give    '""f  both  parties.     But  we  would  not  carry   fire  and 


say 
world,  that  we  have  seen  far  more,  and  more  friglit 
ful  misery,  since  we  landed  in  Europe,  and  we  have 
not  visited  Ireland  yet,  than  we  have  ever  seen  among 
this  class  of  people  in  the  United  States.  Whatever 
may  be  said,  there  is  much  of  the  patriarchal  rela- 
tion between  the  southern  planter  and  the  slave. 
And  as  to  the  physical  distress,  which  is  seen  m  Eu- 
rope, resulting  from  a  want  of  food  and  from  expo- 
sure to  a  rigorous  winter,  without  adequate  clothing, 
we  believe  it  to  be  so  rare,  as  not  to  form  a  just  ele- 
ment in  the  consideration  of  this  matter.  But  the 
subject  of  the  emancipation  of  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  human  beings,  living  among  another  popula- 
tion, of  different  race  and  color,  and  with  different 
habits  and  feelings,  is  one  of  the  gravest  questions 
which  can  be  submitU'd  to  society  to  solve.  It  can 
be  safely  left  only  to  those  who  are  to  be  so  serious- 
ly affecled  by  it;  and  there  it  is  left  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  tlie  United  States.  It  is  a.matter  with  which 
the  general  government  has  no  concern. 

And  so  with  respect  to  the  slave  trade.  It  iso 
traffic  which  can  be  traced  back  to  the  time  of  Jacob, 
whose  son  was  sold  into  Egypt;  and  down,  in  some 
form  or  otlier,  during  the  successive  ages,  which  have 
intervened,  to  the  last  century,  when  by  treaty  ar- 
rangements with  Spain,  England  obtained,  as  a 
great  commercial  favor,  the  privilege  of  supplying 
the  Spanish  colonies  with  slaves,*  and  to  the  present, 
when  after  many  years  of  bitter  opposition,  the  En- 


*rhe  first  ariicle  of  ilie  ireiUv  of  .Madrid  of  26  March, 
1713,  is  ihiis  conceived,  "whereas  the  assi.-ijto,  which 
wasi  irnied  witli  iheC'ijnpany  Roynl  of  Guinea  eslabhsh- 
ed  in  Frai.ce  lo  lilrni-h  ne^.'-o  shivcs  for  iho  West  Indies 
has  expired  and  die  Queen  of  Great  Britain  wishina  to 
enter  inio  iliis  commerce,  aiui  in  her  name  the  Enslish 
company,  &e. 

tin  looking  over  Clarks'in's  lli-tory  of  the  ahnlrion  of 
tlie  slave  trade  we  fi  id.  that  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Pitt  was 
divided  upon  ihis  subject,  niid  ihe  sincerity  of  ihat  di.s- 
tinguished  man  in  the  support  of  it  was  generally  doubt- 
ed. And  Clarksou  states  thru  fi-om  the  known  sentiments 
of  the  king,  the  veto  uf  the  bill  was  feared. 

Anions  the  opponents  we  find  the  dake  oT  Clarence. 
(iiftcfwards  William  the  Fourth),  wlio  called  the  suppoi- 
lersuf  Ihe  hill,  fanatics  i.iul  livpociites.  Lords  Thurlow. 
Rodney,  ShefiielJ,  Elduii,  S.iiiu  Vincent,  Liverpool,  Sid- 
mouth,  (who  was  Mr.  .Addington),  Haw!isburv  (who 
was  Mr.  Jenkinsou),  I\lr.  Dundas,  Colonel  Taileton, 
Major  Scoit,  &.C. 


I  sel  whatever,  on  suspicion,  on  the  high  seas',  and 
demand  their  papers;  and  the  persons  exercising 
such  authority  were  moreover  indemnified  for  all 
the  consequences.  Was  it  intended,  that  tile  vessels 
of  any  power  in  Europe  might  be  searched,  and  af- 
terwards allowed  to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  whe- 
ther we  had  treaties  with  those  powers  or  not''  Such 
a  law  would  be  a  perfect  novelty  in  the  legislation 
of  this  country,  and  the  house  ought  to  well  pause 
before  they  adopted  it." 

Again,  on  the  15th  August,  the  duke  remarked, 
"it  was  well  known,  that  with  the  United  States  we 
had  no  convention;  there  were  indeed  engagements, 
made  by  diplomatic  notes,  but  nothing  went  to  show 
the  least  dispositio.i  on  their  part  to  permit  the  right 
of  detention  and  the  search  of  papers;  and  if  there 
was  one  point  more  to  be  avoided  than  another,  it 
was  that  relating  to  the  visitation  of  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  Union.  He  warned  government  not  to  pro- 
ceed, but  rather  to  issue  an  order  in  council  of  a 
declaration  of  war." 

We  quote  the  remarks  of  lord  Brougham  because 
they  are  equally  honorable  to  himself,  to  truth,  and 
to  the  American  government.  "It  could  not  be  dis- 
guised, tliat  we  v/ere  peculiarly  situated,  with  respect 
to  the  United  States;  because  we  had  not  effected 
any  treaty,  conferring  such  right  of  search.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  United  States,  at 
the  very  earliest  period  they  were  enabled  to  do  so 
by  the  federal  union,  had  adopted  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade,  and  were  in  fact  the  first  to  make  it 
piracy  for  any  one  of  its  subjects  to  carry  it  on.  The 
government  of  the  United  States  was  not  so  strong 
as  a  monarchical  government,  nor  had  it  such  direct 
and  powerful  means  of  controlling  its  subjects." 
And  he  remarks  with  respect  to  the  slave  trade,  "but 
the  people  might  not  after  all  be  answerable  for  the 
purposes,  to  which  they  were  devoted;  not  more  so, 
certainly,  than  an  English  ship  builder,  who  sold  ves- 
sels, constructed  in  his  yard,  which  were  afterwards 
despatched  to  the  coast  of  Africa." 

We  shall  not  add  a  word  to  the  authority  of  thijse 
high  names.  Their  decisions  need  no  commentary 
from  us. 

Keeping  in  view  the  preceding  course  of  discus- 
sion, it  is  obvious,  that  upon  the  principles  heretofore 
received  among  mankind,  if  the  United  States  should 
peremptorily  refuse  all  co-operation,  in  any  effort  to 


6(» 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  26,  1842— CONGRESS. 


put  iloivn  llie  slave  trade,  Diey  would  be  responsible 
only  to  the  public  opinion  of  nations,  and  to  Him  by 
whom  nations^rise  and  fall.  It  would  be  but  the  con- 
sequence, says  the  London  Sun,  "of  our  former  pro- 
ceedings, which  have  made  it  impossible  for  the 
Americans  to  admit  this  claim.  By  committing  in- 
justice on  our  own  people,  we  have  bred  up  our  offi- 
cers in  arbitrary  habits,  which  have  made  them  arbi- 
trary to  other  nations,  and  the  consequences  debar 
England  from  following  out  her  humane  wishes  to 
suppress  the  slave  trade." 

But  the  United  States  refuse  no  such  co-operation. 
They  have  interdicted,  as  we  have  seen,  this  trade 
to  their  citizens,  and  have  provided  examplary  pun- 
ishments for  the  transgressors.  They  have,  for  ma- 
ny years,  kept  a  squadron  upon  the  coast  of  Africa, 
to  aid  in  its  suppression, and  tliey  are  now  making  ar- 
rangements for  its  augmentation.  We  do  not  alFect 
to  deny,  that  a  general  right  of  search  would  assist 
the  objects  which  all  the  Christian  powers  are  seek- 
ing to  attain.  It  would  be  an  additional  means  of 
detection.  But  such  a  right  is  not  at  all  indispensa- 
ble to  success.  Much  has  already  been  done,  and 
the  work  is  going  on  now.  It  would  be  greatly  pro-  |  sugar, 
moted,  if  the  markets  in  countries  to  which  slaves  |  shall  be  1 
are  yet  transported,  were  closed  to  this  traffic.  If 
these  unhappy  victims  of  lawless  violence  could  not 
be  sold,  they  would  not  be  bought.  Let  a  general 
effort  be  made  with  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and 
Brazilian  governments,  to  induce  them  to  act  vigo- 
rously in    this  matter,  by  judicious  municipal   regu 


eastand  west  in  o'le  com  mm  calaiiily,  in  order  to 
attain,  in  its  own  way,  an  object  which  must  come, 
and  that  speedily.'  There  are  significant  signs 
abroad,  that  this  is  but  the  commencement  of  a  system 
destined  to  a  wide  extension.  Already  the  project 
has  been  publicly  discussed  in  England,  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  slavery,  by  p\itting  a  stop  to  the 
sale  of  its  products.  Tt  has  been  supported  in  the 
journals,  and  advocated,  we  believe,  in  parliament. 
The  scheme  has  not  yet  ripened  into  a  plan.  But 
benevolence  is  sometimes  shrewd  as  well  as  active, 
and  the  proposition  so  far,  is  merely  to  interdict  the 
sale  of  these  products  in  England;  yet  who  can  tell 
how  soon  the  question  may  enter,  in  an  improved 
form,  into  the  maritime  code  of  nations.'  It  would 
be  but  another  step,  and  although  it  might  be  accom- 
panied by  another  struggle,  leading  to  universal  war, 
what  cares  the  philanthropist  for  this?  Law  would 
work  its  own  way.  Slavery  is  wrong,  as  well  as 
the  slave  trade.  We  cannot  enter  upon  tlie  territo- 
ry of  anotiier  nation  to  suppress  it.  But  ^ve  will 
seize  its  products  upon  the  ocean.  They  shall  be- 
come contraband  of  peace.  No  cotton,  rice,  coffee, 
ohacco,  not  the  product  of  free  labor 
ful  friegbt.  And  thus  the  object  being 
just,  the  means  must  be  just  also. 

But  here  we  drop  the  discussion, leaving  every  re- 
flecting man  to  draw  his  own  conclusions.  Most  sin- 
cerely do  we  hope  that  lord  Ashburton  carries  out,  to 
the  American  government,- some  modified  proposi- 
tion it  can  accept.     But  we  freely  confess,  looking  to 


lations,  faithfully  executed;  and  a  powerful  means  of  j  ihe  pretensions   of   both    parties,  and    knowing'th 

feelings  of  our  countrymen,  that  we  do  not  see  upon 
what  middle  ground  they  can  meet.  Our  fears  are 
stronger  than  our  hopes;  and  sad  will  be  the  day 
when  two  such  nations  go  to  war.  Even  if  England 
were  clearly  right,  as  in    our   opinion  she  is  clearly 


ill  be  put  in  motion,  without  "breakiuL 
down  the  great  principles,  which  now  stand  in  its 
way." 

That  the  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  may  be 
rendered  successful,  without  the  adoption  of  this  ob- 
noxious measure,  is  evident,  from  a  suggestion  in  a 
London  journal,  which,  with  just  feeling,  seeks  to 


The  hill  declaring  the  assent  of  congress  to  the 
state  of  Illinois  to  impose  a  tax  upon  all  lands  here- 
tofore sold  by  the  United  St9tes  in  that  state  from  and 
after  the  time  of  such  sale  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  McRoberts  rose  to  explain  the  object.  A  large 
portion  of  the  lands  in  the  state  still  remain  unsold, 
and  the  five  years'  limitation  reserved  a  very  large 
amount  of  property  from  taxation.  The  whole  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  make  the  lands  hereafter  sold  liable 
to  taxation,  in  order  to  aid  the  state  in  paying  her 
taxes,  which  at  present  were  very  high,  and  very  one- 
rous to  the  people  of  that  state. 

Mr.  Wliite  did  not  regard  this  subje";!  as  one  in 
which  Illinois  was  alone  interestetl.  The  United 
States  was  certainly  a  parly  ij)  it,  in  a  pecuniary 
pomt  of  view,  at  Teast.  The  compact  had  extended 
to  all  save  two  states — Michigan  and  Arkansas.  And 
he  thought  these  states  were  not  gainers  by  leaving 
out  the  clause.  He  was  opposed  to  all  partial  proceed- 
ings; and,  besides,  he  could  see  no  good  reason  forde- 
parti^ng  from  the  wholesome  usage  of  the  compact  in 
the  present  case. 

Mr.  King  thought  the  senate  ought  to  yield  in  this 
matter.  Illinois  was  anxious  to  have  the  lands  here- 
after sold  taxed,  in  order  that  it  might  help  to  relieve 
her  from  the  onerous  burden  of  taxation  under  which 
she  labored.  With  regard  to  Alabama,  she  cared 
little  about  the  matter,  as  there  was  not  any  great 
quantity  of  her  land  left  unsold. 

Mr.  Clay  reminded  the  senate  that  the  time  was 
come  to  take  up  the  special  order,  and  the  bill  was 
then  passed  over  informally. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  resolutions  submitted 
by  Mr.  Clay,  which  relate  to  retrenchment,  tariff, 
&.C.;  when 

Mr.  Evans  rose  and  concluded  his  argument  com- 


wrong,  she  might  forbear  much,  without  any  imputa-  menced  yesterday.     He  spoke  to  a  late  hour,  chiefly 

.  tion  upon  her  honor.     She  has  won   her  way  to  dis-  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cnrtoim,  in  which  he  denied  all  the 

avert  the   impending  consequences  of  this  claim  of  j  tinction  by  a  thousand  feats  in   arms,  and  what  is  her  positions  laid  down  by  that  senator  as  to  the  increase 

search.     This  journal  proposes,  that  an  officer  of  the    better  title  to   renown;  by  countless   feats  in  peace,  of  trade  as  the  duties  diminished.     On  llie  cr-ntrary, 

British  and  American  navies  shall    reciprocally  sail  [  Triumphs  of  genius,  of  skill,  of  industry  and  of  en-  he  maintained  that  the  reverse   was    the   fact.     Mr. 


in  one  of  the  cruisers  of  the  respective  nations, 
that  such  oflicer  shall  exercise  the  right  of  search  in 
the  vessels  of  his  own  country,  thus  ascertaining 
their  character  and  objects,  and  seizing  them  when 
guilty,  without  any  violation  of  the  rights  of  sover- 
eignty. Wc  do  not  stop  to  examine  this  proposition, 
we  merely  alluded  to  it,  to  show  that  in  a  spirit  of 
accommodation,  means  may  be  found  to  reconcile  all 
avowed  objects,  with  national  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence. Such  a  plan  would  possess  one  advantage. 
It  would  be  truly  reciprocal,  whereas  the  proflered 
power  to  search  is  but  the  mockery  of  reciprucily 
towards  the  United  States  whose  ins'itulions  will 
never  permit  impressment,  as  a  means  of  manning 
their  navy.  While,  therefore,  the  British  officer  en- 
ters to  search  and  impress,  and  the  American  officer 
enters  to  search,  the  inequality  is  too  glaring  to  need 
illustration. 

But  after  all,  what  kind  of  phiianthrophy  is  that 
■which  seeks,  not  merely  to  put  down  the  African 
slave  trade,  but  to  put  it  down  by  the  employment  of 
means  among  many,  and  which  means,  if  persisted 
in,  as  threatened,  will  as  surely  involve  two  great 
nations  in  war,  as  to-morrow's  sun  will  rise  upon 
toth?  And  who  can  tell  the  issue  of  such  a  war,  not 
merely  to  the  parties  themselves;  that  we'  shall  not 
touch,  but  to  the  civilized  world.'  Who  can  tell  the 
questions  of  maritime  right,  which  will  rise  during 
its  progress,  and  of  maritime  wrongs  which  will  be 
inflicted?  Who  can  tell  how  soon  its  sphere  will  be 
enlarged  and  the  oppressions  of  Africa  be  lost  sight 
of,  in  the  struggles  of  Europe  and  America? 

It  is  strange  indeed,  but  so  it  is,  that  one  of  the 
modes  proposed  for  the  liberation  of  the  negro,  from 
the  traffic  of  his  (lesh  and  blood,  will  necessarily  lead 
to  the  bondage  of  the  American  seamen  where  his 
llesh  and  blood  are  not  indeed  sold,  but  where  they 
arc  taken  without  price,  and  may  be  swept  away  by 
the  cannon  of  his  own  country.  "When  they  doubl- 
ed, they  took  the  trick."  Words  which'oll  Ameri- 
cans should  grave  upon  their  hearts.  Wc  may  safely 
appeal  to  any  generous  Englishman  and  Frenchman, 
and  ask  what  would  be  their  sensations  if  told,  "yes, 
■we  do  seize  your  citizens,  we  will  seize  them;  when 
we  doubt  we  take  the  trick."  Let  each  answer  for 
liimsclf;  and  that  answer  will  disclose  the  feelings  of 
the  Americans;  for  this  trick  is  a  man,  an  American 
citizen.  By  and  by,  after  law  shall  have  worked  its 
way  far  enough,  the  trick  may  become  a  French  citi- 
zen; and  what  sort  of  a  struggle  will  come  when  (hat 
itep  is  taken.     . 

But  should  the  United  Stales  yield  to  this  claim, 
■what  sccurily  is  there  for  them,  or  for  nations  like 
them,  intirested  in  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  tlnitit 
would  not  be  followed  bv'  another  and  another  pre- 
tension, till  the  Uritish  ffag  rude  triumidiantly  over 
the  watci-H  of  the  earth?  How  far  is  to  be  pushed 
this  crusavie  of  benevolence,  which  would  involve 


terprise,  which  have  gained  her  a  name  that  the  I  E.  was  very  impressive  towards  the  clo.se  of  his 
proudest  may  envy,  and  that  few  can  hope  (o  equal,  j  speech,  wherein  he  invoked  gentlemen  to  lay  aside 
She  has   given  birth  to  an    empire  in  the    west;  an  ]  all  party  bias,  and  make  the   necessary   sacrifices  to 


empire  whose  extent  and  duration  it  passes  human 
sagacity  even  to  conjecture.  There  are  planted  her 
laws,  her  language,  her  manners,  her  institutions.  A 
thousand  lies  of  interest  unite  these  kindred  people 
Let  England  cherish  this  as  her  most  glorious  work. 
But  let  her  recollect,  too,  that  a  spirit,  equal  to  her 
own,  animates  the  republic,  and  though  she  may  bi 
crushed,  she  will  not  be  dishonored. 


T  \V  E  N  T  y-S  E  V  E  N  T  II    C  O  K  G  R  E  f 
SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

M.iRcii  17.  Mr.  Prentiss  presented  a  memorial 
from  <!itizens  of  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  praying 
congress  to  enter  at  once  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff 
Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a  remonstrance  from  citizens 
of  Lebanon,  county,  Pennsylvania,  against  the  com- 
promise act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodiridge. 

Hesolicd,  That  ihe  secretary  of  iho  navy  be  reqiiesied 
lo  report  to  liie  senate  whether  any  measures  have  been 
taken,  and,  if  any.  what  me.nsuies,  f  ir  the  constriictiim 
of  ii  war  bleaincr  for  the  dcfenre  of  the  Upper  Lakes. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Clay,  proposing  an  augmentation 
of  the  duty  on  imports,  and  a  diminution  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  government. 

Mr.  Evatis  addressed  the  senate  for  more  than  two 
hours,  and  replied  at  length  lo  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
jyoo(U}ury,  delivered  several  days  since. 

The  senate  then  went  into  a  executive  session,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  the  doors  were  opened, 
and  it  adjourned. 

M.\Rcii  18.  The  president  of  the  senate  submitted 
a  communication  from  the  legislative  assembly  of 
Wiskonsan,  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  between 
that  territory  and  the  state  of  Michigan.  This  paper 
saysthe  only  true  line  is  the  middle  oi' Lake  Michigan, 
and  protests  against  any  other. 

The  following  bills  were  then  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed;  viz:  a  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  "an  act  supplementary  to  act  entitled  'an 
acl  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,'"  approved  March  lOlli, 
1838,  and  a  bill  relative  to  the  act  entitled  "an  act 
granting  land  to  certain  exiles  from  Poland,"  approv- 
ed .Tune  30,  1834. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
remove  the  office  of  surveyor  general  and  lo  change 
the  location  of  the  land  ofhco  in  Grecnhurg  distriA, 
in  the  state  of  Louisiana — and  it  was  ordercl  to  a' 
third  reading. 


lieve  the  country  from  its  present  embarrassments, 
and  the  treasury  from  its  crippled  state. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  a  few  minutes  as  to  the  po- 
sition he  had  assumed  being  based  on  Hazzard's  Ta- 
bles. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

March  21.  Several  memorials  were  presented 
from  difl'erent  counties  of  the  states  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff'. 

There  were  also  presented  resolutions  from  the  le- 
gislature of  Louisiana,  in  relation  to  the  detention 
and  treatment  of  American  citizens  in  Mexico,  taken 
in  the  expedition  to  Santa  Pe. 

Mr.  Barrom  expressed  his  wish  as  a  senator  that 
the  request  embodied  in  them  would  be  attended  to 
by  the  proper  department  of  the  government.  In  re- 
ference to  Santa  Anna,  the  dictator,  at  Mexico,  he 
said  he  could  not  speak  of  him  here  as  he  felt.  ]f  he 
did  so,  he  should  be  compelled    to  indulge  in  the  use 

of  language   not  suitable  to  the  lime  or  lihe  place. 

He  expressed  great  sympathy  for  the  American  citi- 
zens in  confinement  at  Mexico,  and  for  Mr.  Kendall, 
of  New  Orleans,  in  particular,  whom  he  knew,  and 
regarded  as  mosttinjuslly  treated. 

The  president  of  the  senate  laid  before  the  senate 
an  executive  communication  in  reference  lo  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Texas. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tappun  presented  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
legislature  of  Ohio,  asking  congress  to  refund  the 
fine  imposed  on  General  Jaclfson  in  181.5,  at  New 
Orleans.  Mr.  T.  took  occasion  to  give  a  history  of 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  matter,  af- 
ter which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mv.  liunlingdon  occupied  the  floor  for  some  time 
on  the  reticnuhment  and  tarifl' resolutions,  speaking 
chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cai/ioiiii's  remarks  of  a  prior 
day.  Ho  advocated  with  zeal  and  earnestness  the 
protection  of  the  home  industry  of  the  country. 

It  was  contended  by  him  that  free  trade  as  now 
practiced  and  as  propo.ned  to  be  re-estublished  was 
all  upon  one  side.  It  proposed  to  open  our  ports  to 
all  other  nations  and  to  allow  them  to  shut  their  ports 
against  us.  Wc  were  to  receive  every  thing  free  and 
to  pay  for  every  thing  sent  abroad.  Great  Britain 
talked  the  most  loudly  and  eloquently  in  reference  to 
free  trade,  and  was  the  very  last  power  in  the  world 
lo  practice  its  own  precepts.  The  efli-ct  of  recipro- 
cal treaties  was  also  commented  upon.  Reciprocity, 
like  free  trade,  with  lis  had  all  been  on  one  side.— 
The  treaties  were  referred  to  and  the  effects  of  them 
as  seen  in  the  increase  of  British  vessels  at  our  ports. 
The  tariff  policy  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Prussia 
and  Russia  were  considered  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
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ing  how  little  respect  these  nation's  had  for  the  doc- 
trine of  free  trade.  It  was  repudiated  by  them  as 
detrimental  to  the  national  policy  of  the  several  go- 
vernments. The  doctrine  of  protection  was  next 
considered  and  ably  defended.  It  was  discussed  as  a 
matter  of  right  under  the  constitution  and  as  a  mat- 
ter of  duty  upon  the  government. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session,  and 
spent  some  time  therein  prior  to  adjournment. 

March  99.  A  petition  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Young  for  a  grant  of  land  to  complete  tlie  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal.  Several  memorials  from  Penn- 
sylvania by  Mr.  Buchanan,  praying  protection  of  the 
iron  interest,  and  one  by  Mr.  Wrighl  from  N.  York, 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  being  the  resolutions 
of  Mr.  C/«i/,  on  the  tariff,  retrenchment,  &.c.  was 
then  called  for,  it  being  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  Clat)  announced  his  being  quite  indisposed  to- 
day and  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  pass 
informally  over  the  subject  and  expressed  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  address  the  senate  to-morrow.  His 
suggestion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McRobtrts  then  rose  and  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
having  been  on  his  motion  taken  up,  addressed  the 
senate  in  faver  of  his  amendment  thereto.  After 
concluding,  the  question  was  taken,  and  his  amend- 
ment adopted  by  a  vote  of  21  to  19.  Alter  the  adop- 
tion of  other  amendments  and  the  transaction  of  mi- 
nor business,  the  senate  adjourned. 


fi-anking   privilege;   which,  without  being  read,  was 
laid  on  the  tabic  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillnm-e,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts  in  the  chair), 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  "for  the 
extension  of  the  loan  of  1841,  and  for  an  addition  of 
five  millions  of  doUai^s  thereto."  After  several 
hours  djscussion  thereon,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  18.  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, introduced  to  the  house  his  colleague,  tlie  hon. 
Almon  H.  Read,  member  elect  from  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, (vice  hon.  Davis  Dimock,  jr.  deceased), 
who  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Tlwmpson,  of  Mississippi,  rose  and  said  that  he 
observed  in  the  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  the  follow- 
ing notice: 

"Mr.  Morgan  presented  the  petition  of  William  O. 
Duvall  and  others,  asking  congress  to  assume  the 
state  debt  of  Mississippi,  and  to  eject  that  state  from 
the  union." 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  was  in  his  seat  at  the  time  the 
petition  was  presented,  and  thought  that  he  had 
heard  something  of  its  purport;  but,  on  asking  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Gu'iii;,  who  sat  near  him,  he  (Mr. 
G.)  had  said  that  he  understood  the  purport  of  the 
petition  to  be  for  the  emigration  of  the  Indians  be- 
yond the  Mississippi  river.  He  (Mr.  T.)  had  since 
looked  at  the  petition,  and  he  found  that  it  contained 

a  gross  and  palpable  falsehood 

Mr.  Everett  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
Mr.  Morgan  hoped  tiiat  the  gentleman  would  be 
permitted   to   explain.      And,   no     objection   being 
made — 

Mr.  T/iomjjsmi  proceeded.  Yesterday  he  had  ad- 1 
dressed  a  note  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  ] 
tfverhe  had'failen  from  Ins  horseTnd  warunabTeTo  I  fa""S  ^°  'V™  "'=»' 'l"  inlended  to  bring  the  naalterl 
attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  made  a  re-  ''^'^"^'^  ^^^^  ''°""<'-  "«  (°""'^'  '"  P™."?^""?  "''^"i  "."^ 
quest  by  note  to  a  friend  to  take  the  chair  of  the  P^^'"™' ='"°''i"  *^!;°'",.^h«,  ^^°i'""'^;^'^"3.'=' ""'=""■ 
speaker.  He  did  so,  and  no  objection  was  made.  "'5  »  P'''''y<=;  f"""  ,the  dissolution  of  the  union,  or  the  | 
Mr.  King  remarked  that  he  knew  the  case  was  not '  f^'^lP*'""  "f  abolition  petitions.  He  saw  no  motion  j 
without  precedent,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  a  simi-  i  H  *'"'  S.'-""<=man  from  New  York  of  the  presentation 
lar  occurrence  had  "ever  taken  place  in  the  senate.  I  9^  =^  P«""°".f°'' '^^<^f  ^°'"\'™  °[ '^"^  union;  and  his - 
The   morning   business  tiien  proceeded    in  the  usual  i  fi"-^' ;:"Pr'='^^;°V'''''    ''f!"^  the   gentleman   had 

way,  comn.enciijg  with  the  reception  of  reports  and  :  practised  a  fraud  upon  the  house.  On  inquiry,  how- 
memorials  ever,  he  found  that  there  was  another  petition  proba- 

Mr.  Ma-rick,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  resolu-^-ly  included  in  the  one  for  a  dissolution  of  the  union, 
tions  adopted  b^  the  general  aUembly  of  the  state  of  ^  After  he  had  written  the  note  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  upon  the  subject  of  the  navy,  and  the  ne-  N<=w  York  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  he  intend- 
cessity  of  lending  additional  aid  for  uL  protection,  h'l""  ,'''.^'-fPf<;'  t"  the  state  of  Mississippi;  that  he  | 
and  in  reference  to  the  exposed  condition  of  the  ! ''.''^  "°'  '"'<=."'^ '°/"<'"J'^'= ''.'' ^'''^^'^'r'''^  °' ^'''^  P<=V" 
Chesapeake  bay.  They  were  read  on  motion,  and  j  !™'  "'"■  ^o  insult  or  show  disrespect  in  any  degree  to 
referred  to  the  committtee  on  naval  atfairs.  ^'^f  members   from   that  state.     He  (Mr.  T.)   could 

I  not  see  under  what  obligation   the  gentleman  irom 
The  bill    declaring   the   assent  of  congress  to  the  |  j^g^  York  could  feel  when  he  stated  that  he  present- 
state  of  Illinois  lo  impose  a  tax  upon  all  lands  here-  Lj  j^e  petition  under  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  eonstitu- 
tofore  sold  by  the   United  States  in  that  state,  from    g^ts. 

and  after  the  time  of  such  sale,  was  debated  briefly,  jy{^  Morgan  said  that  he  had  presented  the  petition 
favored  by  Messrs.  Koiing-,  iio6fr/s,  Beiitoi,  and  iJii-1  „  j^onj^y^  no  objection  having  at  the  time  been 
c/Miinn;  and  opposed  by  Mr.    >f /life,  of  Indiana,  upon    made  to    ft,   the   gentleman    from    Mississippi,  (Mr, 


March  23.  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  took  the  chair 
at  twelve  o'clock.  He  remarked  to  the  senate  that 
he  did  so  at  the  request  of  the  presiding  officer,  who 
had  sent  him  a  note  so  that  elfect. 

Mr.  Claij  s  id  that  the  case  Avas  not  jvithout  pre- 
cedent.    When  speaker  of  the  house  of  reprcsenla- 


the  ground  that  it  would  prove  more  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  Illinois  than  serviceable.  It  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  by  a  vote  of  23  to  15. 

The  presiding  officer  then  called  for  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  being  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Clay. 


Thompson),  as  he  had  stated,  not  having  understood 
what  its  nature  was.  He  (Mr.  M.)  had  himself  mov- 
ed that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table;  supposing 
that,  by  the  very  fact  of  submitting  that  motion,  he 
would  "be  understood  as  not  endorsing  the   prayer  of 


Mr.    Clay  occupied   the    floor   from  one  until  after   the  petition 

four  o'clock,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  re-  [      The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  did  not  understand 

plied  in  detail  to  the  arguments  of  the   opponents  of  ^  under  what  obligation  it  was  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  pro- 

the  measure,  touching  incidentally  on   retrenchment,    sented  the  petition.     Of  that  obligation   ho   himself 

revenue,  and  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  i  was  to  be  the  judge.     He  had  presented  the  petition 

public  lands,  and  concluded  by  an  appeal  to  senators    because  he  felt  bound  as  a  representative  on  this^oor 

to    throw  aside  all  party  prejudices  and  party  bias,    to  present  a  petition  forwarded  to  him  for  that  pur- 

and  unite  in    one   groat  effort   lo  restore  a  bleeding    pose;  but  not   concurring  in  the  prayer  of  it,  believ- 

country  to  its    wonted    prosperity.     The  senate  ad-    ing  that  congress  had   no  power  to  act — that  it  had 

journcd.  '  no  power  either   to   assume   the    repudiated  debt  of 

^  '  Mississippi,  or  to  eject  that  state  from  the  union — he 

„.',^7^„TT,,-,  I  had  moved  to  lav  the  petition  on  the  table.     He  had 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  |  ^^^J^j^^  yesterday,  in  a  private  conversation  with  the 

Thcrsday,  March  17.     The  s;)ca/«r  announced  the  j  gentleman    from  Mississippi,  that  in  presenting  that 
following  select  committees:  petition  he  had    no   intention  of  giving  personal  of- 

On  internatio7wi  copyright.     Messrs.   Kennedy,  of    fence  to  him.     The  relations  which  existed  between 


himself  and  that  gentleman  would  prevent  him  (M 
'.  M.)  from  doing  any  thing  of  an  unkind  or  offensive 
1  character.  He  merely  presented  the  petition  because 
'  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  a  constituent  of  his  to 
I  do  so,  however  much  he  might  differ  as  to  its  object. 
'  The  house  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  th' 


Maryland,  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts,  Broekway 
of  Connecticut,  McKcon,  of  New  York,  and  Shields, 
of  Alabama. 

Onllie  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Lawrenccville,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  relation  to  making  Fikc  street  a  public  high- 
way. Messrs.  W.  W.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  Hen- 
ry, of   Pennsylvania,  J.   R.   Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylva-    ,r    ,  ■    .u      i    ■  ^      j 

nia    C.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  and   Bidlaek,   of   union  (Mr.  Ifurd,  .of  New  York  in  the  chair)  and  re- 
Pennsvlvania  sumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for'the  extension 

On  classifying  clerks  in  piMic  cfflccs  and  their sala-' o{  the  loan  of  1841,  and  for  the  addition  of  five  mil- 
ries  Richard'W.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  Owsley,  lion  dollars  thereto.  After  discussing  for  several 
of  Kentucky,  and  J.  T.  Mason,  of  Maryland.  ,  hours,  the  committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Mr    Gil.ne-   from  the  select  committee  on  general        S.wurday,  March  19.     After   the  transaction  of 


(Mr.  JFnrrf,  of  New  York,'in  the  chair),  and  resumed 
the  consideration    of  the    bill  "for  the  extension  of  ' 
tlie^loan  of  1841,  and  for  an  addition  of  five  millions 
ol  dollars  thereto." 

After  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  committee  rose 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Mokdat,  March  21.  Mr.  JV/cC^d^rm,  of  N.  York, 
presented  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  information  as  to  the  amount  of  lees 
returned  into  the  treasury  by  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney  and  marshal  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  M.  Broicn,  of  Tennessee,  reported  a  bill  from 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  establishing  a  dis- 
trict court  in  West  Tennessee.  The  bill  v^-as  passed 
without  opposition,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Stanly  was 
then  taken  up  and  by  a  vote  of  105  to  98,  was  adopt- 
ed. 

"Resolved,  That  the  127th  rule,  (edition  May  31, 
1841),  of  the  house  be  amended  in  the  following  par- 
ticular: after  the  words  'committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union'  add  the  following:  'The  house 
may  at  any  time,  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  present,  suspend  the  rules  arid  orders  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  discharge  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union  from  the  consideration  of  any  bill  referred  to 
it,  after  acting,  without  debate,  on  all  amendments 
pending  and  that  may.  be  offered.'  " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gl-een, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  duties  upon  wines,  silks,  linens,  and 
luxuries,  generally,  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  governments  receiving  tobacco  produced  in  the 
United  States,  and  imposing  heavy  duties  thereon, 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  from  and  after  the  — 
day  of — ,  1842,  with  an  additional  increase  of  twen- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem  annually,  until  said  go- 
vernments reduce  the  duties  on  tobacco  produced  in 
the  United  Stales,  and  received  into  their  ports,  to 
the  same  scale  of  duties  levied  upon  such  articles 
aforesaid  received  into  the  ports  of  the  U.  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  connecting 
the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound  with  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  by  ■cutting  a  canal  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rayner, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  at  as  ear- 
ly a  period  as  possible,  a  list  of  all  appointments  to 
office  that  have  been  made  since  the  4th  day  of  April 
last,  eitlier  by  the  executive  or  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, the  names  of  the  appointees,  the  states  in 
which  they  were  born,  and  the  state  in  which  they 
resided  at  the  time  of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  ^^ndrews,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution, 
which  underwent  various  modifications,  and  finally 
read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  house  of  representatives 
the  names  of  such  of  the  members,  if  any,  of  the  26th 
and  27th  congress,  who  have  been  applicants  for  of- 
fice, and  for  what  offices,  distinguishing  between 
lliose  who  have  applied  in  person  and  those  whose 
applications  were  made  by  friends,  whether  in  per- 
son or  in  writing. 

The  modifications  as  to  members  of  the  26th  con- 
gress was  made  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mallm-y. 
(accepted  by  Mr.  Jlndreios.)  The  modification  as  to 
the  heads  of  department  was  made  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Bolts,  (accepted  by  Mr.  A.) 

And  the  modification  as  to  the  designation  of  the 
office  was  made,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cave  John- 
son, (accepted  by  Mr.  A.) 

Mr.  Snyder  suggested  that  the  resolution  should  be 
so  raodified  as  to  call  for  modification  as  to  the  fact 
whether  the  president  slept  in  a  highpost  bed-stead 
or  not.     This  modification  was  not  accepted. 

The  main  question  was  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
the  resolution  as  modiiicd,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Medill  offered  a  resolution  declaring  it  a  dis- 
respect to  the  house  for  any  member  thereof  to  pre- 
sent a  resolution  for  a  dissolution  of  the  union,  and 
asked  the  previous  question.  And  on  that  motion  the 
vote  stood:  ayes  70,  noes  76.  So  there  w'as  no  second 
to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Mains  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  speaker  answered  that,  there  being  no  second 
to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  the  resolu- 
tion would  lie  over  for  debate. 

Mr.  Giddings  said  he  had  a  series  of  resolutions 
upon  a  sutiject  which  had  called  forth  some  interest 
in  the  other  end  of  the  capitol  and  in  the  nation. — 
He  desired  to  lay  them  before  the  country,  and  would 
call  them  up  for  action  at  the  next  opportunity. 
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The  resolutions  were  read  as  follows: 

Hesolrtd,  That  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution  each  of  the  several  slates  composfng  this 
union  exercised  full  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
tlie  subject  of  slavery  within  its  own  territory,  and 
possessed  full  power  to  continue  or  abolish  it  at  plea- 
•  ure. 

Resohed,  That  by  adopting  the  constitution  no  part 
of  the  aforesaid  powers  were  delegated  to  the  federal 
government,  but  were  reserved  by  and  still  pertain- 
to  each  of  the  several  states. 

Resolved,  That,  by  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article 
of  the  constitution,  each  of  the  several  states  surren- 
dered to  the  federal  government  all  jurisdiction  over 
the  subjects  of  commerce  and  navigation  upon  the 
high  seas. 

Resolved,  That  slavery  being  an  abridgment  of  the 
natural  rights  of  man,  can  exist  only  by  force  of  po- 
sit'we  municipal  lam,  and  is  necessarily  confined  to  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  power  creating  it. 

Resolved,  That  when  a  ship  belonging  to  the  citi- 
zens of  an'v  state  of  this  union  leaves  the  waters  and 
territorv  of  such  stale,  and  enters  upon  the  high  seas, 
the  persons  on  board  cease  to  be  subject  to  the  slave 
laws  of  such  state,  and  thenceforth  are  governed  m 
their  relations  to  each  other  by,  and  are  amenable 
to,  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Re>.olved,  That  when  the  brig  Creole,  on  her  late 
passaa;e  for  New  Orleans,  left  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion o1'  Virginia,  the  slave  laws  of  that  state  ceased 
to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  of  said  brig,  and 
such  persons  became  amenable  only  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  on  board  said  ship,  in 
resuming  their  natural  rights  of  personal  liberty, 
violated  no  law  of  the  United  States,  incurred  no  le- 
gal penalty,  and  are  justly  liable  to  no  punishment. 

Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  regain  possession  of 
or  to  re-enslave  said  persons  are  unauthorised  by  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  and  are  in- 
compatible with  our  national  honor. 

Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  exert  our  national 
inlluence  in  favor  of  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  or  to 
place  this  nation  in  the  attitude  of  maintaining 
"commerce  in  human  beings,"  arc  subversive  of  the 
rights  and  injurious  to  the  feelings  and  the  interests 
of  the  free  states,  are  unauthorised  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  prejudicial  to  our  national  character. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  the  previous  question  on  them. 
Mr.  EvcrcU  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table.  Mr.  E's 
motion  was  rejected,  yeas  52,  nays  125.  And  the 
question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the  previous 
i|uestiun,  .Mr.  Holmes  rose  and  proceeded  to  remark 
that  there  were  certain  topics  like  certain  places, 
"fools  rushed  in  where  angels  feared  to  tread."  The 
upeakrr  reminded  the  gentleman  that  the  previous 
question  had  been  dematided. 

Mr.  ./Idams  (addressing  the  speaker)  said  he  took  it 
for  granted  that  if  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed, a  separate  question  could  be  taken  on  each  reso- 
lution. The  speaker  said  yes;  so  far  as  the  proposi- 
tions were  capable  of  division.  Mr.  Mams  said  that 
he  believed  he  should  vote  for  some  of  the  resolutions, 
and  not  for  others. 

The  previous  question  having  been  seconded,  the 
main  question  was  ordered,  but  some  discussion,  con- 
fusion and  excitement  ensuing,  ftlr.  Giddings  with- 
drew his  resolutions. 

Mr.  Bolls  then  rose  and  asked  leave  (the  state  of 
Virginia  having  some  time  since  been  called  for  re- 
soliilions,  and  Mr.  B.  not  therefore  having  the  right 
to  present  a  resolution  at  this  time)  to  otfer  a  resolu- 
tiout — remarking  that  as  he  intended  to  move  Ih.e  pre- 
vious question  upon  its  adoption,  he  would  refrain 
from  making  any  remarks. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information  as  follows; 

Whereas  the  hon.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  the  mem- 
ber from  the  sixteenth  congressional  district  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  has  this  day  presented  to  this  house  a 
scries  of  resolutions  touching  the  most  important  in- 
terests connected  witli  a  large  portion  of  the  union, 
now  a  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain  of  the  most  delicate  nature, 
the  result  of  v/hieh  may  eventually  involve  those  na- 
tions and  perhaps  the  whole  civilized  world  in  war; 
and  wliereas  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  and  par- 
ticularly the  duty  of  every  selected  agent  and  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  should  discountenance  all  ef- 
forts to  create  excitement,  dissatisfaction,  and  divi- 
sion among  the  people  of  the  United  States  at  such  a 
time  and  under  such  circumstances,  which  is  the  only 
tllect  to  be  accomplished  hy  the  introduction  of  sen- 
timents before  the  legislative  body  of  the  country 
hostile  to  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  high  functiona- 
ry having  charge  of  this  important  and  delicate  trust; 
and  whereas  mutiny  and  murder  ai-e  therein  justified 
and  approved  in  terms  shocking  to  all  sense  of  law, 
order,  and  humanity;  therefore  j 

Resolved,  That  this  house  hold  the  conduct  of  tliej 
said  member  as  altogether  unwarranted  and  unwar- 1 


rantable,  and  deserving  the  severe  condemnation  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  of  this  body  in  parti- 
cular. 

Objection  being  made,  .Mr.  Salts  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
offer  the  resolution,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  128,  nays  63.  So  (two-thirds 
not  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

The  call  for  resolutions  resting  still  with  the  state 
of  Ohio,  .Mr.  IVellcr  rose  in  his  place  and  offered  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Bolts,  as  his  own.  And  the  resolu- 
tion having  been  again  read,  Mr.  Welhr  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Holmes  desired  to  be  informed  whether,  if  the 
call  for  the  previous  question  was  sustained,  it  would 
preclude  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  GiddingsJ 
from  offering  his  defence? 

The  speaker  said  that,  if  the  previous  question  was 
ordered,  it  would  be  the  right  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  raise  a  question  of  privilege,  and  to  be  heard 
in  his  own  defence,  as  the  resolution  involved  the 
character  and  privileges  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Giddings  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether,  if 
the  previous  question  was  sustained,  he  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  defend  himself? 

The  speaker.  If  the  previous  question  is  sustained, 
the  rule  of  the  house  would  require  that  the  vote  on 
the  resolution  be  immediately  taken. 

Mr.  Giddings.  Would  it  not  be  a  privileged  ques- 
tion? 

The  speaker.  In  the  opinion  of  the  chair,  the  gen- 
tleman would  have  the  right,  if  he  desires  it,  to  be 
heard  7ww  in  his  defence. 

Mr.  Giddings  said  he  would  ask  of  the  house  to  fix 
a  time  for  the  consideration  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Bolls  hoped  the  house  would  allow  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  defend  himself  if  he  wished. 

Mr.  Giddings  wished  the  house  to  fix  such  a  time 
as  they  thought  proper.   He  would  say  two  weeks- 

The  speaker.    Does  the  gentleman  propose  any  time? 

Mr.  Giddings  said  he  would  move  to  postpone  the 
subject  till  a  week  from  Thursday  next. 

This  motion,  and  various  incidental  points  of  order 
arising  therefrom,  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Hopkins, 
Wi^e,  Warren,  Habersham,  .i.  V.  Broivn,  Arnold  and 
Shields. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  Had  not 
the  previous  question  been  moved  by  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  and  was  it  not  now  pending? 

Mr.  Fillmore  stated  his  point  of  order,  that  although 
a  member  on  trial  might  have  the  privilege  of  being 
heard  in  his  own  defence,  yet,  after  the  previous 
question  was  moved,  no  other  member  has  a  right  to 
speak  until  the  previous  question  is  decided. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  previous  question 
could  not  now  be  entertained,  for  this  reason,  that 
the  gentleman  arraigned  here  asked  a  postponem: 
of  his  trial,  and  were  the  previous  question  entertain- 
ed by  the  chair  and  demanded  b}'  the  house,  it  would 
deny  the  member  that  privilege. 

Mr.  Fillmore  appealed  from  that  decision. 

The  appeal  together  with  incidental  points  of  order, 
was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  JVise,  Pope,  Kennedy, 
of  Maryland,  Giddings,  Rayner,  Smilk,  of  Virginia, 
and  Fillmore.  Mr.  Ilopkiits  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  appeal;  And  there  was  a  second.  And 
the  main  question  (being  on  the  appeal)  was  order- 
ed to  be  now  taken. 

And,  pending  the  main  question,  the  house,  on  mo- 
tion*of  Mr.  Turmrj,  at  a  late  hour  adjourned. 

TuEsD-\T,  March  93.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  resumed.  The  speaker  had  decided 
that  the  previous  question  could  not  now  be  entertain- 
ed, from  which  decision  Mr.  Fillmore  had  appealed. 
And  the  question  was  now  o.t  his  appeal.  The  ques- 
tion "shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  house?"  was  then  taken  and  by  yeas 
64,  nays  118,  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

.^nd"  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  Mr.  Giddings  rose  and  addressed 
the  chair. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentlemen  was  not  in  order. — 
Mr.  Jidanus  moved  a  call  of  the  house.  The  speaker 
said  "it  is  not  debateable  sir."  And  the  main  ques- 
tion was  now  ordered  to  be  taken  by  yeas  95,  nays  91. 

Mr.  IVeller  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  his  colleague  (Mr.  Giddings)  to 
be  heard  in  his  defence.  The  speaker  ruled  it  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Tripletl  moved  a  suspension  of  all  the  rules 
right  or  wrong  that  a  motion  made  by  him  that  Mr. 
Giddings  be   now  heard   in  his  defence  might  he  put. 

The  qicnfar  again  decided  that  motion  to  be  out  of 
order.  Mr.  TripUll  appealed  from  tlial  decision.— 
Mr.  Mams  made  a  lew  rcnr.irks.  Mr.  Brown  desired 
that  Mr.  Giddiiiga  should  be  heard  by  general  con- 
sent.    Objection   was   madp.    The   deci<inn  of  the' 


speaker  on  Mr.  TripleWs  appeal  was  then  decided  to 
stand  as  .the  judgment  of  theliouse  by  yeas  127,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  Sluart,  of  Virginia,  having  moved  to  reconsi- 
der the  vote  by  which  the  house  had  ordered  the 
main  question  to  be  now  put,  the  chair  ruled  the  mo- 
tion out  of  order  and  the  house  sustained  the  chair 
without  a  division. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, Mr.  Mams  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  by  yeas  70,  nays  125.  Mr. 
Adams^  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Stanly  said  he  had  understood  that  nobody  ob- 
jected to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Giddings) 
making  his  defence  if  he  chose.  There  was  objec- 
tion made  to  the  gentleman's  asking,  as  a  matter  of 
favor,  to  do  so;  but  no  man  would  object  if  the  gen- 
tleman claimed  it  as  a  right.  He  wished  it  to  be  un- 
derstood (hat  there  was  not  a  dissenting  voice  to  th;it. 
The  gentleman  had  a  right  to  defend  himself,  and  to 
go  oil  undisturbed  in  his  defence,  if  he  chose. 

Mr.  Bolls  desired  to  be  informed  by  the  speaker 
whether,  by  unanimous  consent,  he  could  be  allowed 
to  modify  the  resolution? 

[The  preamble  and  re  solution,  the  reader  will  bear 
in  mind,  were  originally  offered  by  Mr.  Bolls,  but  the 
house  refusing  to  suspeiiil  the  rules  to  receive  them, 
Mr.  IVeller,  the  state  of  Ohio  being  called  for  resolu- 
tions, offered  the  same  proposition  as  his  own.] 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wise  objected.  His  votes  had  been  recorded 
on  the  proposition  as  it  now  stood. 

[Under  the  modification  which  Mr.  B.  intended  to 
have  offered,  if  permitted,  the  preamble,  and  resolu- 
tion would  have  read  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  hon.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  the  mem- 
ber from  the  sixteenth  congressional  district  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  has  this  day  presented  to  the  house  a 
series  of  resolutions  touching  the  most  important  in- 
terests connected  with  a  large  portion  of  the  union, 
now  a  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  U.  States 
and  G.  Britain  of  the  most  delicate  nature,  the  result 
of  which  may  eventually  involve  those  nations  and 
perhaps  the  whole  civilized  world  in  war:  And  where- 
as it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  and  particu- 
larly the  duly  of  every  selected  agent  and  represen- 
tative of  the  people,  to  discountenance  all  efforts  to 
create  excitement,  dissatisfaction,  and  division  among 
the  people  of  the  United  States  at  such  a  time  and 
under  such  circumstances:  And  whereas  mutiny  and 
murder  are  in  the  said  series  of  resolutions  justified 
and  approved  in  terms  shocking  to  all  sense  of  law, 
order,  and  humanity,  the  tendency  of  all  which  re- 
quires from  this  house  an  immediate  and  unequivocal 
expression  of  its  sentiments:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  tliis  house  dissents  from  and  empha- 
tically condemns  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
said  resolutions,  which  favorably  prejudge  and  e.x- 
cuse  an  act  of  unquestionable  homicide;  justify  and 
defend,  without  a  denial  of  the  alleged  facts,  parlies 
charged  with  cold-blooded  and  deliberate  murder; 
instigate  by  a  pledge  of  legislative  protection  and  in- 
demnity, crimes  which  may  involve  a  large  portion 
of  our  common  country  in  rapine  and  massacre,  and 
ti.e  whole  of  it  in  tumult,  affliction  and  disgrace; 
wantonly  interfere  with  the  legitimate  praceedings 
of  another  branch  of  tlie  government  and  its  guar- 
dianship of  the  nation's  rights  and  honor;  and  invite 
to  treasonable  leagues  those  who  may  be  disposed  to 
levy  war  against  the  United  States,  holding  out  pro- 
mises of  adhering  to  their  enemies,  and  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  hold  the  conduct  of  the 
said  member  as  altogether  unwarranted  and  unwar- 
rantable, and  deserving  the  severe  condemnation  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  of  this  body  in  parti- 
cular.] 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  Carolina,  said  that  he  would 
move,  by  consent  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Giddings),  be  heard  in  his  defence. 

The  speiijier.  The  motion  cannot  now  be  enter- 
tained. 

Mr.  Pendleton  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting; 
and,  after  assigning  his  reasons,  he  withdrew  tlie 
motion. 

Mr.  Giddings  then  rose  and  said.  I  stand  before 
file  house  in  a  peculiar  situation — Mr.  .V.  .1.  Cooper 
objected  to  Mr.  G's  proceeding;  but,  at  the  request 
of  his  colleagues,  Mr.  C.  withdrew  his  objections. 
But  Mr.  Giddings  did  not  resume  the  floor. 

[The  following  note  was  addressed  to  the  reporter 
by  Mr.  Giddings: 

To  the  reporter  of  the  Intelligcnctr: 
When  I  rose  so  oficn  during  the  confusion  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  this  day,  and  was  so  often 
called  to  order,  the  last  limo  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Geo. 
I  had  written,  and  desired  to  li.ive  slated  to  the  house, 
what  follows: 
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And  the  question  recurring  on  the  preamble,  it  was 

also  adopted  by  a  vote  of  yeas  119,  nays  66. 

[The    names  of  Messrs.  Colquct,  Floyd,   ForiixWce, 

Gerry,  Pluinmer  and  pollers  v;ho  voted /iir  the  resolu- 
tion, are  not  included  in   the  vote  for  the  preamble, 

and  Mr.  Puj^e  H'ho  voted  against  the  resolutiqn,  voted 
for  the  preamble.    Mr.  TUlingtiast  whose  name  is  not 

recorded  on  the  question  of  the  resolution  voted 
against  the  preamble,  and  Messrs.  Jlllen,  Pendleton 
and  lioosecell  who  voted  negatively  on  the  resolution 
are  not  recorded  on  the  question  of  the  preamble, 
with  those  exceptions  the  yeas  and  na)s  were  similar 
on  both  questiuns.] 

Before  the  vote  was  announced  Mr.  W.  W.  Incin 
inquired  of  the  speaker  whether  the  rule  did  not  re- 
quire every  member  who  was  in  his  seat  to  vote.^ — 
The  speaher  replied  in  the  alfirmative.  Mr.  Irutin 
then  designated  Mr.  Wuse  as  being  in  his  seat  and 
not  having  voted.  Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  refused 
to  vote,  and,  if  the  house  would  listen  to  him,  he 
would  state  his  reasons.  Objection  was  made,  and 
the  matter  v/ent  no  further. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  ot  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 
Mr.  Barnard  rose  and  inquired  of  the  .speaker  if  it 
was  in  order  f..)r  him  to.  oU'cr  a  protest  against  tiie 
proceedings  of  the  bouse  just  had  in  relation  to  the 
censure  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  with  a  request 
that  the  protest  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  !'peakn-  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  FiUmorc),  must  first  bo  de- 
cided. 

Mr.  Goods,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  house  do  now 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  rejected 


Mr.  Stanly.  Include  the  resolutions  which  the  said 
Joshua  R.  Giddings  offered  to  the  house,  aud  I  will 
vote  for  20,000  copies.  Mr.  Everett.  I  accept  the 
modification.  Mr.  Mams.  Fifty  thousand  copies.— 
Mr.  Bolts.  I  shall  Jiot  vote  for  the  expenditure  of 
tlie  public  money  for  any  such  purpose.  Mr.  Smider. 
Neither  shall  I. 

The  motion   of  Mr.  Everett  to  suspend   the   rules 

o.ibe>,  I  „,as  j),^n  decided  in  the  negative  by  veas  58,  nays  107. 

In  the  tonrse  of  the  detjate  on  another  motion  to 

am.end  the  journal  made  by  Mr.  Ire//cr,  Mr.  Noptdm 

„ ^,,    '''"ing  inquired   of  l\Ir.   Goode  whether  he   Mr.  G. 

I,  Hi.h.r-  i  ti^d  not  gone  to  Mr.  Giddings  and  advised  him  not  to 
Hay?,  Holmes,   Hopk  ns,  I  speak: 

.  Charles  .1.  Insiersull,  I  Mr.  Gocide  was  understood  to  replv,  that  he  had 
gone  to  his  colleague,  and  asked  him  whether  he 
trniiW  get  up  and  speak  here,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
house,  and  on  such  terms  as  it  mightdictatc;  whether 
he  teould  answer  just  so  much  as'the  house  chose  he 
should,  and  no  more;  whether  he  would  speak  just  so 
much  as  the  house  would  permit  him  to  speak,  and 
no  more.'  Mr.  Giddings  had  promptly  replied  that  be 
did  not  intend  to  do  any  such  thing;  that  he  stood 
^  upon  his  ri^/i(;  that  he  claimed  that  right,  and  would 
b  ThniLp-  I  not  abandon  it.  He  (Mr.  Gonde),  app>-oved  of  the 
'course  of  liis  colleague,  and  should  have  regarded 
him  as  a  dishonorable  man  if  he  had  pursued  anv 
other  course.  He,  (Mr.  Giddings),  had  acted  the 
part  of  an  honorable  man;  he  had  resigned  his  seat. 
There  was  yet  some  spirit  remaining  in  the  stale  of 
Ohio.  [A  voice.  That's  a  fart.]  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
here  understood  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  (Mr.  Goode),  what  he  meant  to  be  understood 
by  the  use  of  the  word,  "terms?"  Mr.  Goode  said  he 
understood  precisely  such  terras  as  you  would  give 
to  a  culprit,  to  a  man  condemned  to  death,  with  a 
halter  round  his  neck,  brought  to  the  gallows,  and 
there  permitted  to  make  confession;  terms  repulsive 
to  every  principle  of  liberty  and  independence;. terms 
which  the  honor  that  attached  to  a  man  holding  a 
seat  here  as  the  representative  of  freemen,  forbade 
him  to  accept;  terms  by  which  a  man  is  screwed  in 

the  vice Mr.  Rnyner  objected   to  this  discussion. 

And  Mr.  R.  desired  to  be  informed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Goode),  whetlier  his  "col  league,  (Mr. 
Giddings),  if  he  went  home  and  returned,  (as  the 
gentleman  had  stated  the  fact  of  a  resignation  having 
taken  place),  intended  to  charge  this  government 
with  double  mileage?  Mr.  Goode  said  that  for  an  an- 
swer to  the  question  he  would  refer  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rmjncr)  to  some  of  the 
retrenchment  committtee  of  the  hou.se. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  //.  fVilUams  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  laid  upon  the  tabic  by  yeas  87,  nays  .53. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
letter: 

Wasltington  city,  March  22,  1842. 
Sir:  I  hereby  resign  my  otiice  of  representative  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  Slates  from  the  sixteenth 
congressional   district   of   Ohio.      With    great    re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GIDDINGS. 
//mi.  John  White,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jldajns,  the  speaker  was  autho- 
rised to  inform  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Ohio  of 
ihe  vacancy  thus  created. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wi.te,  and  by  general  con- 
sent, the  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Washington,  March  23,  1S42. 
To  the  house  of  rqtrcsentatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tive-o  on  the  16th  instant,  in  the  following  words,  viz: 
"Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  | 
and  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  be  request 
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If  it  were  consistent  with  the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  executive  department,  it  would  afford  me  creat 
pleasure  to  furnish  in  this,  as  in  all  cases  in  whTcii 
proper  information  is  demanded,  a  ready  compliance 
with  .the  wishes  of  the  house  of  representatives.  But 
since,  in  my  view,  general  cansiderations  of  policv 
anri  propriety,  as  well  as  a  proper  defence  of  thi 
rights  and  safeguards  of  the  executive  department 
require  oi  me  as  the  chief  magistrate,  to  refuse  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  me  to  urge,  for  the  consideration  of  the  house 
o.  representatives,  my  reasons  for  declining  to  give 
the  desired  intormation. 

All  appointments  to  office  made  bv  a  president  be- 
come, from  the  date  of  their  iiomin"ation  to  the  se- 
nate, ofheial  acts,  which  are  matter  of  record,  and 
are  at  the  proper  time  made  known  to  the  house  of 
representatives  and  to  the  country.  But  applications 
for  office,  or  letters  respecting  appointments,  or  con- 
versations held  with  individuals  on  such  subjects,  are 
not  official  proceedings,  and  cannot  by  any  means  be 
made  to  partake  of  the  character  of  official  pr.icced- 
ings,  unless,  after  the  nomination  of  such  person  so 
writing  or  conversing,  the  president  shall  think  pro- 
per to  lay  such  correspondence  or  such  conversations 
before  the  senate.  Applications  for  office  are  in  their 
very  nature  confidential;  and,  if  the  reasons  assigned 
lor  such  applications,  or  the  names  of  the  applicants 
were  communicated,  not  only  would  such  implied 
conhdence  be  wantonly  violated,  but,  in  addition,  it 
IS  quitf?  obvious  that  a  mass  of  vague,  incoherent  and 
personal  matter  would  be  made  public  at  a  vast  con- 
sumption of  time,  money,  and  trouble,  without  ar- 
complishing,  or  tending  in  any  manner  to  accomplish 
as  It  appears  to  me,  any  useful  object  connected  with 
a  sound  and  constitutional  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment in  any  of  its  branches. 

But  there  is  a  consideration  of  a  still  more  effective 
and  lofty  character,  which  is  with  me  entirely  deci- 
sive of  the  correctness  of  the  view  that  I  have  taken 
of  this  question.  While  I  shall  ever  evince  the 
greatest  readiness  to  communicate  to  the  house  of 
epresentatives  all  proper  information  which  the 
lOuse  shall  deem  necessary  to  a  due  discharge  of  its 
onstitiitional  obligations  and  functions,  vet  it  be- 
comes me,  in  defence  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  to  protect  the  executive  depart- 
ment from  all  encroachment  on  its  powers,  rights, 
and  duties.  In  my  judgment,  a  compliance  with  the 
resolution  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  would 
be  a  surrender  of  duties  and  powers  which  the  con- 
stitution has  conferred  exclusively  on  the  executive; 
and,  therefore,  such  compliance  cannot  be  made  by 
me,  nor  by  the  heads  of  departments  by  my  direc- 
tion. The  a  ppointing  power,  so  far  as  it  is  bestowed 
on  the  president  by  the  constitution,  is  conferred 
without  reserve  or  qualification.  The  reason  for  the 
appointment,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  appoint- 
ment, rest  with  him  alone.  I  cannot  perceive  anv 
where  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  any 
right  conferred  on  the  house  of  representatives  to 
hear  the  reasons  which  an  applicant  may  urge  for  an 
appointment  to  office  under  the  executive  depart- 
ment, or  any  duty  resting  upon  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  which  it  may  become  responsible  for 
any  such  appointment. 

Any  assumption  or  misapprehension  on  the  part  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  its  duties  and  powers 
in  respect  to  appointments,  by  which  it  encroaches 
on  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment, is,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  reaches,  danger- 
ous, impolitic,  and  unconstitutional. 

For  these  reasons,  so  perfectly  convincing  to  my 
mind,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  repeat,  in' conclu- 
sion, that  I  cannot  comply  with  the  request  contained 
in  tiie  above  resolution.  JOHN  TYLER. 

The  message  having  been  read,  Mr.  Fillmore  rose 
and  said  that  ^s  the  gentleman  who  offered  the  reso- 
lution was  not  now  present,  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  move 
that  tlie  message  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  speaker  said  that  he  had  received  the  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  of  a  large  meeting  held  at  New 
York  on  the  condition  of  the  country,  but  objection 
being  made  they  were  not  received  by  the  house. 

The  house  then  on   motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  enter- 
ed ill  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  loan  bill,  and  after  some  discussion  thereupon 
as  discovered  that  there  was  not  a  quoniin,  upon 
ch  Jhe  committee  rose,  and  the  house  then  being 


ed  to  communicate  to  the  house  of  representatives   without  a  quorum,  after  some  vain  proceedings  ad- 


fhe    house   then,  proceeded   in  committee   of  the  |  the  names  of  such  of  the  members   (if  any)   of  the  '  journcd. 
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Cektral  America.  A  file  of  papers  published  at 
Nicaragua,  have  reached  us  to  the  middle  of  Janua- 
ry last.  They  are  interesting  as  the  first  signs  of  in- 
creasing civilization  in  that  quarter  of  the  new  world, 
and  among  other  otficial  documents,  they  contain  a 
long  report  from  a  colonel  Manuel  Quijano,  the  ad- 
ministrator of  the  customs  at  the  port  of  San  Juan, 
who  it  v.ill  be  recollected  was  carried  olf  from  that 
port  by  Colonel  Macdonald,  the  governor  of  the  Bri- 
tish settlement  of  Honduras,  in  a  sloop  of  war.-— 
Quijano  gives  a  very  different  account  of  tlie  affair 
from  that  which  appeared  in  the  Balize  papers.  He 
ascribes  to  the  British  governor  the  intention  of  en- 
croaching on  the  rights  of  the  state,  under  the  pre- 
text of  maintaining  the  sovereignly  of  the  king  of 
the  Mosquito  Shore,  whom  he  represents  as  a  brutal, 
ignorant  Indian;  and  further  he  shows  that  the 
Spanish  government  had  never  recognised  his  au- 
thority, but  had  always  considered  his  pretended  ter- 
ritory within  their  jurisdiction. 

[.-V.  Y.  Courier,  ISlli. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  orders  are  at  50 
per  cent,  discount. 

Bank  items.  We  announced  in  our  last,  the  fai- 
lure at  Philadelphia  of  the  Penn  Township  bank  and 
the  assignment  made  of  the  Girard  bank.  The  other 
banks  were  heavily  run  upon  on  the  17th,  and  the 
Mechanics  and  Manufactvuers  bank  had  to  close  its 
doors.  A  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  several 
banks  took  place  that  day  at  which  it  was: 

"Resolred,  That,  on  and  after  to-morrow,  the  ISth 
instant,  the  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, assenting  (o  this  resolution,  will  receive,  on  de- 
posite  and  in  payment  of  debts,  specie  or  the  notes  of 
specie  paying-  banks;  also,  that  they  will  pay  out  at 
their  counters  specie  or  their  own  notes  c^Lclusively 
to  all  persons  entitled  to  demand  the  same." 

There  were  eleven  banks,  including  the  German- 
town,  represented,  being  all  which  have  not  failed, 
and  nine  agreed  to  the  resolution,  viz:  the  Philadel- 
phia, Commercial,  North  America,  Farmers  and  JMe- 
chanics',  Southv.-ark,  Northern  Liberties,  Western, 
Kensington,  and  Germantovvn.  The  other  banks  re- 
presented were  "Relief  banks,"  and  did  not  vote. — 
These  two  are  the  Moyamensing  and  the  Manufac- 
turers and  Mechanics',  which  stated  they  were  mak- 
ing arrangements  to  resume  speedily. 

This  measure  if  persisted  in,  will  either  bring  up 
their  currency  to  a  specie  standard,  or  strand  those 
establishments  that  fail  to  maintain  it. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  ruined  institutions  of 
that  city,  so  far: 

United  Slates  bank  jJ35,000,000  capital 

Girard  5.000,000     do. 

Pennsylvania  2,500,000    do. 

Schuylkill  .  1,000,000    do. 

Penn  Township  aSO.OOO     do. 

Mechanics'  and  Manufacturers         1,400,006     do. 


§45,150,000     do. 

To  the  above  w^  have  now  to  add  the  JMoyainciising 
bank — we  know  not  the  amount  of  its  capital. 

The  notes  of  those  closed  banks  are  at  discounts 
varying  from  15  to  60  per  cent. 

Resumption  in  Delaware.  The  following  banks  re- 
sumed specie  payments  on  all  their  liabilities  on 
Monday  last: 

Bank  of  Delaware  at  Wilmington,  Farmers'  bank 
of  Delaware  do..  Union  bank  of  Delaware  do.,  Wil- 
mington and  Brandywine  bank  do.  The  Salem  bank 
and  other  banks  of  West  Jersey  also  resumed  that 
day.  The  Mechanics'  bank  of  Burlington,  (N.  J.) 
has  made  arrangements  with  the  Bank  of  North 
America,  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  redemption  of  its 
notes. 

British  national  debt.  The  parliamentary  pa- 
pers show  that  the  unredeemed  capital  of  the  funded 
debt  of  Great  Britain  was — 

On  the  5lh  orjaiiiiary,  1828         i777,47G;892 
5th  of  January,  1S31  757,58G,S)96 

5lh  of  January,  1841        ,766,371,725    ' 
Canals.     Great  Britain   now  contains  180  canals, 
the  aggregate   length  of  which  is  2,682  miles;  they 
have  cost  over  thirty  million  pound  sterlings. 

Water  was  let  into  the  tide  water  canal  on  the 
14th  inst. 

Cherokee  Indians.  The  editor  of  the  Van  Baren 
(Ark.)  Intelligencer  acknowledges  the  reception  of  a 
iiumlier  of  subscribers  from  members  of  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  of  Indians,  and,  what  is  still  better,  they 
sent  the  cash. 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  during  the  last 
■week  in  Philadelphia  was  115,  of  which  38  were  un- 
der (wo  years  and  19  were  colored  pctsons. 


Divorcing  by  wholesale.  An  English  paper  says 
that  a  decision  has  just  been  given  in  the  court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  Ireland,  which  will  carry  alarm  into 
many  a  family.  All  marriages  in  Ireland,  celebrated 
by  Presbyterians,  are  declared  invalid.  The  Presby- 
terians in  Ulster  amount  to  upwards  of  600,000,  and, 
we  understand,  nothing  was  more  common  than  the 
celebration  of  marriages  between  Presbyterians  and 
the  members  of  other'communities,  by  Presbyterian 
ministers. 

Exchanges  upon  England,  in  Baltimore  are  quoted 
at  from  7  to  85.  On  New  York  and  Boston  J  per 
cent  premium,  on  Fliiladelphia  3  a  3^  and  on  Rich- 
mond 6i  a  7  per  cent  discount. 

Faihtres.  Business  men  of  the  largest  class  are 
yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  times  in  every  direc- 
tion. Messrs.  Shelton  and  Brothers,  Boston  failed 
last  week  for  500,000.  Three  houses  in  N.  York  also 
have  failed  for  over  §2,000,000. 

The  Hartford  (Conn.)  Review  states,  thit  within 
a  very  short  time  there  have  been  eight'  or  ten  fai- 
lures of  the  most  respectable  business  houses  in  that 
city,  men  whom  every  body  thought  good. 

First  comptroller.  It  appears  that  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Stuart  of  Maryland,  as  first  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  21  to  15. 

A  Fight  with  a  slaver.  The  New  York  He- 
rald says;  "We  have  just  received  the  particulars  of 
a  fight  which  took  place  off  Havana,  between  a 
slaver  and  a  British  brig  of  war  in  the  latter  part  of 
last  month. 

The  slaver  was  full  of  slaves  and  heavily  armed 
She  beat  off  the  brig  of  war  after  a  short  fight.  The 
Solway,  one  of  the  West  India  mail  steamers  of  the 
size  of  the  Clyde,  fired  np  on  perceiving  the  engage- 
ment, with  the  intention  of*  going  to  the  assistance  of 
the  brig,  but  relinquisneo  her  object  on  seeing  the 
brig  decline  coming  to  close  quarters  with  the  bold 
slaver.  So  a  steam  ship  and  brig  of  war  were  freight 
ened  off  by  a  single  slaver! 

We  believe  we  are  acquainted  with  this  formida- 
ble slave  We  believe  her  to  have  been  at  one 
time  the  barque  Isaac  Ellis,  of  this  port.  We  know 
she  was  sold  for  a  slaver;  mounted  with  six  twelve 
pounders,  and  a  long  Tom.  And  it  is  our  impres- 
sion that  she  is  owned  by  the  captain  and  owner  of 
the  Clara,  which  was  brought  into  this  port  by  H. 
B.  M.  Buzzard,  in  the  summer  of  1838.  He  escaped 
then,  and  vowed  vengeance  against  the  British." 

Minister  to  and  froji  Mexico.  General  Wadclij 
Thompson  left  Greenville,  S.  C.  on  the  9th  instant, 
for  the  city  of  Mexico.  J\l.  Z.  Velasquez  de  Leon  has 
been  named  charge  d'afiairs  by  Santa  Anna  to  Wash 
ington.  He  was  one  of  the  board  of  commission- 
ers for  the  settlement  of  American  and  Mexican 
claims. 

North  Carolina.  A  whig  cotivention  is  soon  to 
assemble  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  candidate 
for  governor.  It  is  said  that  Henry  Clay,  of  Ky 
will  also  be  nominated  by  the  same  convention  for 
the  presidency,  and  John  Davis,  of  Mass.  for  the  vice 
presidency. 

New  Hampshire  election.  The  returns  below 
embrace  all  but  about  a  dozen  small  towns,  which 
would  not  swell  the  aggregate  more  than  three  or 
four  hundred  votes.  Hubbard's  plurality,  will  ex- 
ceed five  thousand,  affer  making  a  liberal  allowance 
for  scattering  votes  not  returned— and  that  is  large 
enough.  The  aggregate  below  is  made  to  conform 
to  the-  account  of  the  Patriot,  which  is,  no  doubt, 
mainly  correct,  although  we  find  the  returns  from 
some  towns  vary  slightly  from  those  received  at  this 
oflict-  [Jf.  H.  Statesman. 

•Iggregate. 

Hnh'd.  Siev's  Whi'e.  Hnii.  S.ai 

Rockingham  3,872  1,223  1,645  272     11 

Strafford  1,909  1,240  179  333     12 

Belknap  .           1,639  746  443  136     25 

<'arioll  1,669  653  67  88     12 

Merrimack  3,597  1,108  1.329  224     18 

Hillsborough  4,476  2,449  337  522      8 

Cheshire  2,064  1,550  785  356     18 

Sullivan  2,042  1,013  244  338       8 

firaftou  4,048  2,087  586  341   125 

Coos  1,285  236  178  20       1 

26,63112,305     5,793  2,G.'>0  237 
Hubbard's   prurality   over   all  others  togulhcr    is 
5,646. 

PiiriJLATiON.  The  average  increase  of  population 
in  Great  Britain  for  the  last  len  years,  has  been 
230,000  per  annum.  The  average  "increase  of  tlie 
United  Slates  during  the  same  years,  was  421,000 
per  annum,  or  33  per  ccni.  for  the  ten  years. 


Rail  roads.  In  a  work  upon  rail  roads  published 
by  M.  Mcruell,  engineer,  we  perceive  that  the  ex  ; 
tent  of  these  roads,  on  the  1st  Jan.  1842,  comprises 
in  Europe  and  America,  6,116  leagues  or  26,265  ki- 
lometres, distributed  in  the  following  proportion  for 
each  country,  viz:  France  215  leagues,  124  only  in 
operation.  Belsium  137',  England  900,  Prussia  and 
Germany  1,270"^  Austria' 410,  Russia  1,684,  United 
States  of  America  2,000. 

Condt  RAGijET.born  in  Philadelphia  in  1784,  son 
of  Paul  Claudius  Ragiiet,  an  esteemed  and  distin- 
guished citizen,  who  has  held  various  offices  under 
the  government  of  his  native  state  and  of  the  U.  S. 
and  lately  president  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of 
his  native  city,  and  a  valuable  contributor  to  the  lite- 
rary periodicals  of  the  day,  died  on  21st  inst.  after 
an  illness  of  some  weeks. 

Stocks  continue  to  decline.  In  the  N.  York  pa] 
pers  of  last  Saturday  the  quotations  are; — N.  York 
sixes  of  1862,  79;  Ohio  sixes  60;  Illinios  sixes  18;; 
Indiana  fives  19;  Delaware  and  Hudson  canaPgO. 

Specie.  §40,000  arrived  at  N.  Orleans  on  the  4th 
inst.  from  Tampico. 

United  States  Senator.  The  legislature  of 
Louisiana  on  March  11th,  elected  Charles  M.  Con- 
rad, (Whig)  as  U.Statcs  senator  for  the  unexpired 
portion  of  the  lion.  A.  Mouton's  term.  The  vote 
stood,  for  Conrad  thirty-five,  for  all  others  twenty- 
eight. 

Texas.  A"ch-  Orleans,  March  16.  The  steam  pack- 
et ship  New  York  from  Galveston,  brings  important 
intelligence.  The  Mexicans  estimated  from  8  to 
15,000  in  number  have  invaded  Texas  at  several 
points.  San  Antonio  surrendered  to  them  on  I\Iarch 
5th.  The  Texians  v/ere  concentrating  on  Victoria, 
Gonzales,  and  Austin,  at  which  places  desperate  re- 
sistance will  he  made.  On  10th  March,  Gen.  Hous- 
ton from  Galveston,  issued  a  proclamation  calling 
his  countrymen  to  arms.  On  the  13lh,  he  left  for 
the  seat  of  war — Gen.  Vasquez  with  1,200  men  com- 
manded the  invaders  at  San  Antonio.  His  is  the 
vanguard;  "victory  or  death  and  no  surrender"  is  the 
Texan  watchword  and  all  are  arming  for  action. 

Temperance  statistics.  The  following  state- 
ments show  the  amount  of  duty  paid  on  the  entire 
quantity  of  wine  and  Spirits,  domestic  made  spirits 
and  malt  in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  during 
the  years  1838,  39  and  40.  - 

1838.  1839.  1840. 

England,     ^-ll.IOS.SlS*   ^10,968,510    ^11,026,400 
Ireland,  2,223,480  2,255,817  2,321,849 

Scotland,        2,022,058  1,852,306         1,417,046 

ifl5,348,856    ^£15,076,633    .£14,765,295 
In  Ireland  the  diminution  in  the  two  last  years  has 
been  i'477,000 — being  very  near  one-third  of  the  total 
amount  in  that  country!     Father  Mathews  is  a  prac- 
tical economist. 

It  is  stated  that  the  pope  wears  the  medal  of  the 
Cork  Total  Abstinence  society,  and  is  a  teetotaller. 

The  Niger  expedition.  The  Liverpool  Courier 
of  a  late  date  says:  "It  is  with  feelings  of  no  ordina- 
ry concern — feelings  which  we  are  sure  will  be  par. 
ticipated  in  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  " 
land — that  we  have  to  communicate  the  melanchol 
tidings  of  the  total  abandonment,  under  circumstai 
ces  of  the  most  disastrous  character,  of  the  Ni^ 
ex]icdition.  The  lady  Combermcre  arrived  yesti 
day  at  this  port,  from  Africa,  having  sailed  fi 
Bonny  on  the  19(h  of  October,  and  from  Ctarenci 
Fernando  Po,  on  Ihc  26lli.  Captain  Jlidgoly  reporl 
that  the  vessels  forming  the  expedition  hud  relurnei 
to  the  latter  port;  that  all  the  commanders  and  mosf 
of  the  crews  had  died;  and  that  all  furUier  attempts 
to  explore  the  Niger  had,  of  course,  been  given  up, 
T!ie  steamships  Albert  and  Soudan  were  left  at  Cla- 
rence, with  all  hands  sick.  Caplain  Bird  Allen,  R, 
N.  died  at  Clarence  on. the  25lh  October." 

The  shoe  and  leather  dealers.  The  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  late  convention  in  Massachu' 
setts  have  published  an  address  to  the  people  of  that 
state.     It  closes  as  follows: 

"Our  cause  is  the  cause  of  .\merican  labor.  Let 
this  be  our  motto,  this  our  leading  idea,— the  polar 
star  of  our  enterprise.  It  is  not  for  capitalisis  or 
corporations,  for  of  the  latter  in  that  branch  of  bu-j 
siness  rcnresented  by  the  undersigned,  wc  have  nons 
that  we  ask  favor  or  protection.  It  is  for  the  ope- 
ratives of  our  land;  for  the  hard-working  men  and 
hard-working  women,  who  get  their  bread  bv  tlis 
sweat  of  their  brows,  that  we  demand  such  legisla- 
tion as  IS  dictated  alike  by  justice,  humanitv"  and 
pntriolisni." 
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ChR  INICLE. 


Irf'AGENTS.  C.  W.  Ja.mes  and  Th.  F.  Easton 
are  the  only  agents  now  authorised  to  collect  for 
J^iles^  Mtlional  Registir.  in  the  slates  and  territories 
north  and  west  of,  and  including  Ohio. 


FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


The  British  steamer  Columbia  left  Liverpool  on 
the  4lh  ult.  for  Boston,  via  Halifax.  She  experienced 
severe  gales  and  heavy  weather.  On  the  18th  a  shaft 
broke,  which  obliged  her  to  use  sails  instead  of  her 
engines  until  the  24th  on  entering  the  port  of  Halifax 
when  her  starboard  engine  was  brought  into  use  in 
aid  of  her  sails.  The  Unicorn  immediately  left  Ha- 
lifax with  the  letters  and  59  of  the  passengers;  she 
brought,  amongst  them  Mr.  Cunard,  for  Boston,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  26th. 

London  dates  are  to  the  3d  and  Liverpool  to  the 
4th  ult.  Nothing  material  in  the  political  line,  nor 
anythingencouraging  in  the  commercial  line.  Money 
■was  accumulating  on  hand,  and  the  Bank  of  England 
was  seeking  six  months  paper  at  4  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. Their  circulation  was  ^17,402,000  on  the  1st 
February,  being  an  increase  of  =£770,000  since  Feb- 
ruary 1841.  The  country  banks  circulation  had  di- 
minished over  one  million  in  the  same  period.  The 
bullion  on  hand  is  over  >f5,000,000,  and  from  the 
state  of  exchanges,  the  amount  must  increase  largely 
during  the  spring.  Trade  in  the  mean  lime  is  ex- 
ceedingly dull  and  safe  paper  of  course  is  scarce. 
Plenty  of  money  was  to  be  had  on  deposite  of  English 
stocks  at  3  per  cent.  The  flow  of  specie  into  the 
country  is  secured  by  their  vigilant  eye  to  protecting 
their  own  industry  and  insuring  adequate  prices  for 
their  own  products.  Sir  Robert  Peel's  corn  law  pro- 
ject was  sustained  by  a  large  ministerial  majority. 
Mr.  Villier's  amendment  was  voted  down  bv  a  majo-  [ 
rity  of  303  votes.  '  j 

Cotton  had  declined  l-8d  per  pound  and  freely  of- 
fered at  that  reduction.  I 

Flour  is  28  to  30s.  per  barrel  and  nominal  at  that. 

Tobacco  had  declined  1-4  per  pound  and  without 
purchasers. 

In  American  slocks  the  only  actual  transactions 
■were  sales  of  $100,000  Pennsylvania  fives  at  47  1  2  a 
48  and  a  small  amount  at  50,  aiid  $100,000  Ohio  sixes, 
ol  1850,  at  CO.  We  annex  the  quotations  of  the  3d, 
of  the  principal  American  securities: 

New  York  fites  72;  Pennsylvania  fives  47  1-2  a  50; 
Ohio  sixes  60;  Indiana  and  Illinois  sterling  bonds  25; 
Louisiana  fives  60;  Maryland  sterling  bonds  55;  U. 
S.  bank  20s. 

From  India  the  news  was  rather  gloomy  for  the 
British.  Nothing  later  from  China  than  we  have 
received  direct  from  thence.  A  large  armament  is 
fitting  out  from  England  for  that  direction,  which 
gives  activity  in  branches  for  army  and  navy  sup- 
plies. 

The  course  of  the  ministry  had  given  great  disaf- 
feetion  in  the  interior.  Numerous  meetings  were 
held — strong  resolutions  adopted,  and  in  some  places 
Sir  P,.obert  Peel  had  been  burnt  in  effigy. 

The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Liver- 
pool had  addressed  a  petition  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons in  which  they  represent — "That  the  whole 
amount  of  imports  from  the  United  Stales  in  Great 
Britain  is  paid  for  by  exports,  the  chief  value  of 
which  is  derived  from  the  labor,  industry  and  skill  of 
our  fellow  countrymen. 

That  experience  has  shown  that  the  only  limit  to 
the  demand  for  our  manufactures  in  the  U.  States  is 
their  ability  to  pay  for  them  in  the  productions  of 
their  soil. 

That  sound  policy  requires  that  every  possible  fa- 
cility should  be  given  to  such  important  customers, 
by  which  the  produce  of  their  country  may  be  ex- 
changed for  the  industry  of  our  own. 

That  the  United   States  of  America  labor  under 
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great  disadvantages,  as  compared  with  the  neighbor- | 
ing  countries  of  Europe,  in  respect  to  the  trade  in  ' 
wheal  and  flour,  occasioned  by  the  working  of  the 
sliding  duties,  which  operates  to  the  prejudice  of 
every  country  in  proportion  to  its  distance,  and  that 
she  is  not,  in  fact,  but  only  nominally,  placed  on  the 
footing  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

That  a  moderate  fixed  duty  on  wheat  and  flour 
■would  materially  benefit  the  trade  between  the  two 
countries,  and  le'ad  to  an  extension  of  the  exports  of 
our  industry. 

That  the  domestic  manufactures  of  the  United 
States  have  greatly  increased  during  the  last  few 
years,  which  we,  in  great  part,  attributed  to  our  own 
restrictive  policy. 

That  the  whole  subject  of  the  tariff  is  on  the  eve 
of  being  taken  up  and  discussed  in  congress,  when  it 
is  to  be  feared  that,  unless  we  relax  our  system,  re- 
taliatory measures  may  be  adopted. 

That  the  present  time,  when  a  measure  is  under 
the  consideration  of  your  honorable  house  for  an  al- 
teration in  the  corn  laws,  is  most  favorable  for  the 
introduction  of  such  modifications  as  may  tend  to  in- 
crease our  trade  with  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  by  the  enactment  of  which  the  double  purpose 
may  be  effected  of  conciliating  their  friendly  feel- 
ings and  advaning  the  interests  of  our  commerce  and 
manufactures. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  your  honorable 
house  will  substitute  a  fixed  duty  for  the  sliding  scale, 
as  most  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  commerce  gene- 
rally, and  especially  as  respects  the  trade  with  the 
United  States  of  America;  but  that,  in  any  event, 
such  a  measure  may  be  devised,  either  by  extending 
the  time  for  t.nking  the  averages,  or  by  allowing  a 
longer  period,  during  which  the  duty  shall  be  charg- 
ed on  the  shipments  from  America  or  otherwise,  as 
may  place  the  trade  with  that  country  on  as  favora- 
ble a  footing  as  that  with  more  neighboring  coun- 
tries." 

There  is  terrible  work  in  Ireland.  A  tremendous 
ribbon  conspiracy  has  been  discovered. 

On  the  2d  March  all  sir  Robert  Peel's  resolutions 
for  the  regulation  of  his  ne'w  scale  of  duties  on  the 
importation  of  wheat,  oats  aud  barley,  were  adopted, 
and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  in  accordance. 
Emip-atimi  to  Jimmca.  It  is  mentioned  in  the 
Edinburgh  Guardian  that  vast  numbers  of  destitute 
people  are  seeking  the  opportunity  to  emigrate  to 
this  country.  So  great  are  their  privations  at  Stock 
port  that  some  are  even  going  to  the  continent.  The 
mass  of  those  persons  are  described  as  "the  flower  of 
our  [the  British]  mechanics,  men  in  the  prime  of  life, 
full  of  energy  and  the  knowledge  of  their  respective 
professions." 

IN  the  house  of  lords,  Feb.  21. 
Treaty  fm-  the  suppresiion  ef  tJie  slave  trade. 

The  earl  of  Aberdeen  said  ihat,  laying  on  the  table 
a  treaty,  signed  by  the  representatives  of  the  five 
great  powers  of  Europe,  for  the  more  effectual  abo- 
lition of  the  slave  trade,  he  regretted  to  have  to  in- 
form the  house  that  the  French  ratification  of  this 
treaty  had  not  been  executed  with  that  of  other  pow- 
ers. Nor  was  he  enabled  to  inform  the  house  the 
precise  time  at  which  the  ratification  by  that  power 
might  be  expected.  Their  lordships  might  be  aware 
of  the  causes  which  had  produced  this  decision  on 
the  part  of  the  French  government,  and  which  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  French  had  thought  furnish- 
ed reasons  sufficient  to  justify  the  suspension  of  this 
ratification.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  first  duty  to  abstain 
from  saying  or  doing  any  thing  which  could  possibly 
increase  the  difficulties  which  existed,  or  throw  any 
additional  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  satisfactory  ter- 
mination of  this  business. 

The  protocol,  at  the  desire  of  the  French  power, 
(as  we  understood  the  noble  earl),  still  remained  open 
and  its  execution  by  that  power  might  yet  be  looked 
for.  He  might  as  well  explain  to  the  house  the  situ- 
ation in  which  the  other  powers  would  be  left  by  the 
course  which  had  been  taken.  The  treaties  with 
France  of  1831  and  1833  remained  in  full  force  and 
effect.  Indeed,  the  treaty  at  present  under  conside- 
ration was  originated  on  that  of  1833,  which  bound 
England  and  France  to  propose  to  the  other  great 
powers  to  accede  to  the  treaty  into  which  they  had 
entered,  and  it  was  principally  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing the  perfect  union  of  the  five  great  powers  that 
the  present  treaty  was  undertaken,  and  not  with  a 
view  to  the   introduction  of  any  new  terms;  for  in 


the  treaty,  with  only  one  exception,  scarely  any  de- 
viation had  been  made  from  that  already  existing. 

By  the  treaty  of  1831  a  mutual  right  of  search  was 
fully  recognised,  and  by  that  of  1833  the  equipment 
articles  furnished  sufiicient  ground  of  capture,  and 
afforded  prima  facie  evidence  of  guilt.  The  only  ad- 
dition made  by  the  new  treaty  was  an  extension  of 
the  latitudes  within  which  the  former  treaties  were 
to  apply,  and  although  this  treaty  should  not  be  in 
force  with  regard  fo  France,  these  former  treaties 
would  remain  in  full  operation  within  the  restrictive 
space  to  which  they  referred.  He  need 'not  more 
particularly  allude  to  the  causes  which  had  operated 
with  the  French  government,  but  he  might  say  that 
they  were  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  suppose 
that  affairs  would  long  remain  as  they  now  stood,  and 
he  might  express  a  confident  hope  that  the  treaty 
would  be  shortly  ratified  by  that  power. 

Lord  Brougham  said  that  he,  ■\vith  the  rest  of  the 
people  of  this  great  country,  had  heard  with  the 
deepest  regret  the  announcement,  which  had  been 
now  repeated  by  the  noble  earl,  of  the  temporary 
postponement,  as  he  sincerely  hoped  it  would  be, 
of  the  ratification  of  this  important  treaty.  He, 
like  the  noble  earl,  would  carefully  abstain  from 
saying  one  word  which  might  have  a  tendency  to  in- 
crease any  of  the  obstacles  which  existed  toward  a 
consummation  which  all  the  parties  were  most  anx- 
ous  to  secure. 

But  he  would  take  leave  to  add  to  what  the  noble 
Earl  had  said  that,  if  in  any  quarter  whatever  there 
prevailed  a  suspicion  that  there  lurked  beneath  the 
ardent  and  universal  desire  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  of  all  classes  and  of  all  descriptions,  to  see 
this  important  treaty  ratified,  and  its  provisions  hon- 
estly and  faithfully  fulfilled — to  see  the  infernal  slave 
tiaflic  effectually  put  down — any  sinister  motive,  or 
fancy,  or  imagination,  that  thereby  or  therethrough 
might  be  secured  any  extension  of  any  maritime 
right,  or  of  any  general  right  of  search,  or  might  be 
fortified  any  claim  or  desire  to  increase  the  maritime 
power  of  this  country,  or  to  accomplish  any  object 
or  farther  any  view  whatever,  except  the  prevention 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  there  never  entered  into 
the  mind  of  man  a  more  complete  or  absolute  delu- 
sion. 

He  would  venture  to  say  that  in  no  quarter — neither 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  nor  of  those  opposed 
to  the  government,  nor  in  any  branch  of  either,  nor 
in  the  mind  of  any  one  man  in  the  whole  of  this  em- 
pire— had  there  ever  existed  any  idea  whatever,  as 
connected  with  this  subject,  save  and  except  that  of 
securing  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade,  and  that 
the  right  of  search  was  connected  with  any  subject 
or  consideration,  except  that,  never  entered  into  the 
mind  of  any  human  being  of  the  twenty-five  millions 
who  inliabited  the  British  empire.     [Hear,  hear.] 

Sir  Robert  Peel  made  a  statement  similar  to  Lord 
Aberdeen's,  in  laying  the  treaty  on  the  table  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Viscount  Palmerston  hoped  that  the  ratification  of 
this  treaty  by  France  would  not  be  delayed.  The 
refusal  to  ratify  a  treaty,  concluded  by  an  ambassa, 
dor  in  conformity  with  his  instructions,  was  contrary 
to  the  usual  practice  of  governments. 
FRANCE. 
A  letter  from  the  correspondent  of  the  Times,  da- 
ted at  Paris,  Feb.  20,  says  that  a  council  of  ministers 
was  to  be  held  that  day  at  the  Chateau  of  the  Tuile- 
ries,  under  the  presidency  of  the  king,  at  which  the 
protest  of  the  .4merican  minister  against  the  ratifica- 
tion would  be  discussed, 

A  great  sensation  was  created  in  the  French  capi- 
tal on  Wednesday  morning,  by  the  announcement  of 
the  London  papers  that  the  slave  treaty  had  been 
ratified  without  the  participation  of  France.  At  first 
the  intelligence  was  not  believed,  because  the  Presse, 
ministerial  journal,  declared  that  the  ratification  had 
not  taken  place;  but  when  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  both  houses  of  parliament  were  m-ade  known, 
alF doubts  were  set  at  rest,  and  the  public  began  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  affair.  The  funds  fell  nearly 
half  per  cent,  and  people  seem  to  consider  that  the 
situation  of  France  was  nearly  similar  to  that  of  1840, 
when  the  great  powers  had  concluded  a  treaty  with- 
out her.  The  word  isolemenl  was  again  heard  at 
every  side,  and  a  great  soreness  was  manifested  by 
all  who  discussed  the  question. 

The  Paris  papers  of  Friday  are  much  taken  up 
with  the  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 
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They  conlriid  tl.ai  Ent-'uinij  l.us  been  muf  li  l.j  .crcd 
in  lier  disunity  by  the  adrnitness  of  llie  French  gov- 
ernment ui  r'ejiutlialing  a  treaiy  to  which  she  woa  a 
par'r.  Some  of  them  (tl-.e  'Notional.'  for  example) 
as5<-rt,  however,  that  M.  Guizot  was  resolved  on 
ratifving  the  treaty  when  freed  from  the  control  of 
the  present  chamber,  with  which  object,  at  his  re- 
quest, the  protocol  had  been  left  open. 

Much  excitement  prevailed  respecting  the  issue  ot 
ihc  debate  on  the  quintuple  treaty  for  the  suppression 
'  of  the  slave  trade,  which  Mangliin  brought  on  in  the 
■Chamber  of  Deputies  on  Monday.  M.  Guizot,  in 
reply,  said  that  "the  crown  had  made  known  to  its 
■  ambassador  in  London,  that  it  could  not  ratify  the 
treaty,  and  that  it  could  not  take  any  engagement  lor 
the  future.  The  French  ambassador  bad  been  au- 
thorised to  negotiate  for  modifications  in  the  treaty, 
and  the  powers  had  declared  that  the  treaty  would 
remain  open  for  the  future  signature  of  France, 
without  any  fixed  term.  This  was  the  plain  and 
simple  state  of  the  affair. 

A  rumor  is  current  that  the  French  government 
has  discovered  a  new  and  formidable  plot  agamst 
the  lives  of  the  king  of  the  French  and  his  family, 
and  that,  in  consequence,  there  were  extraordinary 
precautions  to  guard  the  Tuileries  and  various  en- 
trances thereto.  The  army  will,  it  is  said,  be  im- 
mediately strengthened   by  the  enlistment  of  5,000 

men.     .  .,/.!, 

A  marriage  between  the  Princess  Imperial  of  lius- 
sia  and  the  Duke  de  Bordeaux  has  been  finally  de- 
termined on  by  the  ex-royal  family  of  France  and 
the  Emperor  Nicholas.  This  alliance  is  said  to  be 
the  main  cause  of  the  bad  understanding  which  at 
present  subsists  between  the  courts  of  the  Tuilleries 
•  and  St.  Petersburgh. 
.'  SPAIN. 

Many  of  the  Carlist  chiefs  were  on  the  frontier, 
and  active  measures  were  on  foot  to  put  down  an 
anticipated  insurrection,  and  the  Regent,  it  was  un- 
derstood, would  be  fully  prepared  to  maintain  his 
government.  Further  than  this  there  is  no  news  of 
moment. 

PORTUGAL. 
A   party  in  favor  of  Don  Pedro's   charter  fully 
succeeded  in  their  movement.     Ministers  endeavor- 
ed in  vain  to  suppress  the  outbreak,  and  then  resign- 
ed.    A   chartist  cabinet  was   formed,  the  Duke  of 
Terceira  having  been  summoned  by  the  Queen. 
TEXAS  AND  MEXICO. 
Thomas  Falconer,  the   Englishman  who   accom- 
panied the  expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  and  who  was  li- 
berated on  the  demand  of  Mr.  Packenham  the  Bri- 
tish minister  at  Mexico,  writes  the  following  letter 
published  in  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  11th. 

SiR_Mr.  Kendall  joined  the  expedition  at  Austin 
as  a  guest.  He  was  not  enrolled  and  was  not  subject 
to  any  military  orders.  He  also  had  a  passport,  which 
he  frequently  produced  upon  the  route,  which  au- 
thorised him  to  enter  Mexico  and  Santa  Fe.  This 
passport  he  obtained  at  New  Orleans  and  it  was 
signed  by  the  Mexican  consul  in  that  city.  He  was 
w?th  the  party,  consisting  of  five,  which  was  not 
captured.  The  reason  of  his  being  with  this  party 
was,  that  Colonel  Cooke  anticipated  difficulties,  and 
knowing  that  he  had  a. passport,  thought  that  it  would 
enable  iiim  to  remove  from  the  scene  of  any  hostili- 
ties that  might  occur.  At  the  time  of  his  capture  Mr. 
Kendall  had  certainly  not  exhibited  any  hostile  in- 
"  tentions,  by  any  act  that  he  had  previously  done.  He 
was  on  his  road  to  Santa  Fe,  and  when  he  reached 
that  place,  if  he  had  been  permitted  to  proceed  so 
far,  might  have,  and  probably  would  have  conformed 
to  the  lav/  of  Mexico  by  presenting  his  passport  to 
the  local  Mexican  authorities. 

When  Mr.  Kendall  was  captured,  bis  companions 
exhibited  a  while  flag  and  were  assured  that  they 
would  not  be  made  prisoners.  This  assurance  was 
not  fulfilled.  They  were  made  prisoners,  and  Mr. 
Kendall's  passport  was  taken  from  him.  He  was 
entitled  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  Colonel  Cooke, 
or,  upon  the  authority  of  his  passport  to  have  left 
his  companions  and  to  have  pursued  his  journey  to 
Santii  Fe,  without  interruption.  If  he  was  with  a 
hostile  party,  he  had  a  right  to  return — if  not — to 
proceed.  His  fate,  if  he  returned,  might  ultimately 
have  been  that  of  the  party  with  Cooke,  hut  the  pos- 
sibility, that  a  man  who  tiears  a  flag  of  truce,  may 
subsequently  be  shot  in  battle,  is  no  justification  for 
killing  him  when  having  the  Hag  in  his  hand.  Among 
Indians  such  an  emblem  of  peace  is  respected.  But 
lit  all  events,  it  is  a  criminal  act,  first  to  profess  a 
respect  for  it,  and  then  to  violate  the  protection 
which  it  was  recognized  to  aflbrd. 

The  secret  instructions  of  the  commissioners  who 
accompanied  the  expedition,  and  who,  it  is  stated, 
w'cre  to  treat  v.ith  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico, 
upon  matters  of  trade,  were  not  seen  by  Mr.  Kendall 
or  ktiowa  lo  him.    Their  character  could  not  have 


b-en  i.iui  ij-ated  fr'-i-i  -lie  prcH-nce  of  the  miiifai-y. 
The  military  force  was  not  larger  than  v/as  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  goods  of  the  merchants  from  i 
the  attacks  of  Indians;  nor  larger,  I  believe,  than  the 
military  force  which  accompanied  the  early  Missouri  | 
expeditions  to  Santa  Fe. 

The  parly  with  whom  Mr.  Kendall  travelled,  as  a 
,  prisoner,  left  San  Miguel  upon  October  Hth.  He 
j  had  been  detained  at  San  Miguel  for  nearly  a  month 
previously.  On  the  evening  of  the  53d  he  reached  J 
Valeira.  The  next  morning  a  man  by  the  name  of  j 
Ernest,  died  from  exhaustion.  He  had  sutfered  much  j 
from  the  long  marches  of  the  previous,  days.  His 
ears  were  cut  off'  to  be  presented  by  our  captain  to 
his  superior  officer  as  evidence  that  the  man  had  not 
escaped,  and  this  barbarous  proceeding  occurred  in 
every  instance,  on  the  road,  either  of  natural  death,  I 
or  of  murder. 

About  a  mile  from  Valencia,  a  Texan  volunteer  of 
the  name  of  McAlister  was  shot.  It  is  said,  that  his 
sister  married  a  son  of  the  late  chief  justice  Marshal. 
He  was  lame,  and  unable  from  fatigue  an'd  exhaus- 
tion to  walk  at  the  same  pace  as  most  of  the  other 
men.  Captain  Demasio  Salazar,  who  had  the  cliarge 
ol'the  party,  called  Mr.  G.  Van  Ness  to  him  and  di- 
rected him  to  go  to  the  rear  and  to  inform  all  who 
were  behind,  that  if  they  did  not  immediately  over- 
take the  other  prisoners,  he  would  order  them  to  be 
shot,  and  that  a  sergeant  and  four  men  had  been 
ordered  to  the  rear,  for  this  purpose.  When  Mr.  G. 
Van  Ness  was  in  the  act  of  complying  and  had  not 
completed  the  whole  order,  the  sergeant  and  his  men 
came  up.  The  sergeant  asked  McAlister  "why  he 
did  not  go  faster?"  He  replied  "that  he  was  not  able, 
for  his  feet  were  very  sore."  He  was  almost  instantly 
shot  through  the  head.  His  ears  were  cut  oil",  his 
blanket  and  his  pantaloons  taken  from  him  and  his 
body  left  on  the  road. 

Upon  the  30th  of  October  we  reached  Hay  Cristo- 
val.  At  night  there  was  a  severe  snow  storm.  None 
of  us  had  more  than  one  blanket,  and  in  the  morning 
there  was  more  than  two  inches  of  snow  upon  us. 
Mere  commenced  what  is  called  the  march  of  the 
Grand  Jornada.  It  is  so  called,  from  there  being  no 
water  the  whole  distance  and  the  dilBeulty  with 
which  it  is  performed.  We  moved  off  at  noon  of  the 
31st  and  our  march  continued  the  whole  night. — 
There  was  a  halt  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
morning,  when  the  march  again  commenced  and  was 
continued  throughout  the  day,  and  with  the  exception 
of  about  tliree  hours,  throughout  the  whole  night, 
and  until  about  10  o'clock  the  next  morning.  During 
the  whole  time  no  provisions  or  water  were  given  to 
the  men.  It  was  about  7  o'clock  of  the  last  night, 
that  Golphin,  amerchant,  was  shot.  He  had  long 
been  sick  and  had  been  carried  on  the  sick  wagon, 
as  it  was  called,  nearly  the  whole  distance  from  the 
River  O.aintufue  to  San  Miguel,  that  is,  from  Sep- 
tember 18  to  October  12.  He  continued  sick  and  in- 
firm until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  obtained  per- 
mission of  one  of  the  iMexican  soldiers  to  ride,  and 
was  in  the  act  of  taking  elf  his  shirt  to  pay  for  tins 
favor,  when  some  soldiers  came  up.  One  of  them 
(ired  at  and  wounded  him.  He  ran  some  yards,  cry- 
ing out  to  have  his  life  spared,  when  another  soldier 
shot  him  dead. 


Griffith  was  killed  the  same  night  wtth  Golphin. 
He  had  been  permitted  to  ride  in  the  wagon  during 
the  day,  upon  account  of  sickness.  His  brains  were 
knocked  out  by  a  soldier,  but  we  do  not  know  v.-hat 
occurred  previous  to  his  being  killed. 

Gates  was  another  sick  soldier.  He  caught  cold 
soon  after  leaving  San  Miguel,  which  was  folloued 
by  a  very  severe  inflammation  of  the  lungs  A  few 
minutes  hefoi-e  his  death,  a  soldier  presented  at  him 
a  rnusket,  and  snapped  it  in  his  face,  laughing  at  the 
painful  eff'ect  it  produced.  His  body  was  thrown 
into  the  bushes.  Tliere  was  another  man  of  the 
name  of  Gates  with  us,  a  Cornishman,  who  is  alive. 
These  were  the  horrible  scenes  that  were  accom- 
panied with  a  loss  of  life;  but  there  were  other  scenes 
connected  with  this  march,  of  a  longer  duration,  and 
of  the  most  painful  kind.  For  many  days  no  food 
was  distributed,  and  on  some  d.iys  only  two  heads  of 
corn  were  given  to  each  man.  Such  articles  of  dress 
as  the  men  could  with  decency  spare,  they  exchanged 
upon  the  road  for  subsistence.  The  cold  was  so  great 
that  the  loss  of  what  they  parted  with,  added  to  their 
sufferings.  General  Armigo,  the  governor  of  New 
Mexico,  had,  at  the  llio  Galena,  caused  them  to  be 
stripped  of  their  coals  and  waistcoats,  and  their  se- 
cond blankets  to  be  taken  from  them.  They  had  not, 
tliererorc,  sufficient  clothing  to  protect  Ihcm  from 
the  severity  of  the  weather.  Their  shoes  were  worn 
out;  their  feet  were  blisturcd;  they  were  exhausted 
by  fatigue;  many  were  almost  naked;  those  not  broken 
down  were  under  the  apprehension  of  being  killed; 
and  in  this  lame,  miserable  and  suffering  condition 
they  reached  Santiago.  Myself  and  some  I'ew  others 
were  not  deprived  of  our  cuats;  we  had  good  shoes, 


and  we  had  better  fortune  th.ih  manV  in  having  saved 
the  means  which  prevented  the  necessity  of  parting 
with  cur  clothing.     Fours,  very  truly, 

THOMAS  FALCONEH. 
Mexico,  Fcbriiaay  10,  1842. 

pREsiPENT  Houston's 
Prodamalion—to  the  cilizens  of  Texas. 
My    coiTNTRYMEX:    Ruuiours  have  been    brought 
from   the  southwestern  frontier  of  invasion.     Parti- 
culars have  not  been   furnished   to  the  executive. — 
The  facts  are  sufficient  to  justify  immediate   prepa- 
i  ration   for  defensive  war.     All  who  are  subject   to 
military  duty  are  commanded  to  he  in  readiness  to 
repair  equipped  to  the  scene  of  action,  at  the  call  of 
the  authorities  of  the  country.     It   is    ordered  that 
the  colonel  of  each  county,  for  the  present,  lay  off  the     , 
I  county  into  company  beats,  and  direct  the  election 
of  captains  and  subalterns,  and  arrange  the  members 
of  each  company  in  three  classes,  agreeably  to  the 
class  in  which  they  may  draw.     When  drafts  may 
take  place,  the  colonels  of  the  different  counties  shall 
.ve  authority  and  power  to  accept  efficient  substi- 
tutes into  service. 

Each  man  will  be  required  in  the  event  of  a  call, 
by  the  president,  to  report  himself,  furnished  with 
good  arms,  eight  days  provision,  and  one  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition,  and  prepared  foe  three  months 
service  from  the  time  when  they  may  report  at  the 
head  quarters  of  the  army. 

In  the  event  of  a  formidable  invasion,  it  is  need- 
less to  appeal  to  the  patriotism  an  .  valor  of  Texians. 
They  have  won  liberty  and  independence  by  their 
undaunted  heroism— they  have  e.njoyed  the  blessings 
of  freedom— they  ar6  proud  of  their  national  eliar- 

If  invasion  should  press  upon  us,  we  are  required 
by  every  sacred  obligation  to  family,  friends  and 
country,' to  repel  our  invaders  witli  discomfiture  and 
dismay.  If  war  should  come  upon  us,  we  will  make 
it  our  business.  We  will  be  authorised  to^  meet  and 
pursue  our  enemies  with  vengeance.  They  have 
forgotten  the  generosity  with  which  they  were  treat- 
ed when  thev  were  placed  at  the  footstool  ol  Texian 
mercy!  Tliey  were  saved  when  even  humanity 
would  have  justified  retributive  vengeance!  Should 
Mexico  again  disregard  the  principles  of  civilized 
and  honorable  warfare,  they  shall  feel  that  avenging 
arm  that  shall  take  of  them  full  recompense  lor  op- 
pression and  cruelty!  Texians  can  and  will  be  free! 
They  would  prefer  death  to  degradation,  or  the  loss 
of  their  independence.  SAM.  HOUSTON. 

Gahesloii,  .March  10,  1842. 

LETTER    OF    PRESIDENT    HoDSTOM. 

Galveston,  March  11,  1842. 
To  P.  Edmmicts,  Consul  at  .N'tiu  Orleans. 

Sir:  It  is  probable  that  you  will  find  in  New  Or- 
leans and  other  parts  of  the  United  States  groat  ex- 
citement arising  out  of  the  late  movements  of  Mexi- 
co against  Texas.  If  any  should  be  anxious  to  vol- 
unteer in  rendering  assistance  to  our  republic,  itwill 
be  your  duty  to  have  it  made  known,  and  it  niiy 
sliovld  emigrate  it  will  be  required  for  each  emigrant 
to  bring  with  hira  a  good  rille  or  musket,  with  a  car- 
touch  box,  or  shot  pouch  and  powder  horn,  with  at 
least  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition,  a  good 
knapsack  and  six  months  clothing,  and  enter  service 
for  six  months  subject  to  the  laws  of  Texas.  They 
must  be  lauded,  for  the  present,  at  some  point  west 
of  the  Brasos,  with  eight  days  provision.  No  num- 
ber less  than  fifty  six  in  companies  v.'ell  organised 
will  be  received,  and  on  lauding,  each  commandant 
will  report  to  the  secretary  of  war  for  orders. 

We  can  bring  into  the  field  at  least  ten  thousand 
men,  and  in  case  of  emergency  wc  could  raise  nfteen 
thousand.  .  »»    »»     • 

The  war  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  No  Mexi- 
can force  can  long  sustain  itself  in  Texas. 

The  indignation  of  Texians  will  not  tolerate  the 
pollution  of  their  soil  by  the  footsteps  of  their  ser- 
vile invaders.  ,     .  ., 

Mexico  has  made  the  war  and  has  provoked  the 
indi"natii.n  of  all  those  who  have  regarded  he'r  san- 
guiiui ry  cruelty  aud  matchless  perfidy, since  the  Ala- 
mo v,-as  first  besieged. 

Let  Mexico  look  out  for  the  recompense  of  her 
iniquities. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  HOUSTON,  President. 
The  citizens  of  Galveston  representing  the  feel- 
ings of  their  common  country  have  deputed  Messrs. 
Watrous,  Megginson  and  Jones,  lo  communicate 
with  their  friends  hero,  and  to  devise  such  measures 
as  may  be  found  practicable.  These  genllctnen  will 
■  address  their  views  lo  the  conimunily  ol  New  Or- 
i  leans  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the 
papers  of  the  city. 

1  Emigrants  who  wish  to  remove  lo  Texas  at  this 
time  must  come  thus  prepared,  as  none  otlirr  tcovldbe 
of  use  to  the  djjenct  of  the  counlnj,  nor  will  they  be 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  2.  1842— FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


67 


recpived.  There  is  a  great*3r  scarcity  of  arms  and 
muniti'-iiis  of  war  than  of  men  in  Texas.  Were  men 
to  come  In  great  numbers  1o  the  country  without  he- 
ins;  in  a  condition  to  act  efliciently,  and  well  provid- 
ed, it  would  only  encumber  the  coxtnlry,  wUhmil  any  other 
effect  than  to  destroy  the  substance  of  those  \oho  ivould  be 
necessa)-y  to  sustain  and  defend  the  nation. 
MARIANO  ARISTA, 
Genera!  of  division,  commnnder-in-chief  of  the  northern 
army  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

TO  THE   INHABITANTS   OF  THE    DEPARTMENT  OF  TEXAS. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  address  you,  so  as  you  should 
commence  to  examine  into  the  situation  of  tlie  coun- 
try in  which  you  hold  properties,  some  legally  and 
others  by  circumstances. 

The  Mexican  nation  will  never  consent  to  the  se- 
paration of  that  territory;  the  civil  wars  in  which 
she  has  been  engaged  constantly  have  heen  the  cause 
of  your  precarious  position,  and  gave  an  opportunity 
for  revolutionary  men  to  compel  you  to  constitute 
yourself  as  an  independent  nation. 

The  departments  composing  the  nation  of  which 
Texas  is  an  indisputable  property,  will  never  ac- 
knowledge you  as  such.  I  therefore  solemnly  de- 
clare, in  the  name  of  the  nation  and  the  supreme 
government,  that  she  is  determined  to  recover  her 
rights  through  the  only  means  left  to  her,  viz:  ;ier- 
snasion  or  war. 

Time  has  elapsed  since  I  have  been  in  command 
of  the  army  which  defends  this  frontier;  and  my  con- 
duct, no  doubt,  makes  it  known  that  the  war  which 
has  been  and  shall  be  carried  on  is  that  permitted 
among  civilized  men;  that  noble  war  which  humani- 
ty and  philosophy  have  ntodified,  to  distinguish  it 
from  that  which  was  carried  on  by  the  barbarians  of 
the  middle  age. 

Hostilities  will  be  directed,  not  against  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Texas,  but  only  against  those  who  sus- 
tain and  fight  to  maintain  that  nationality,  that  inde- 
pendence which  my  country  will  never  admit.  No 
one  need  fear;  every  honest  and  industrious  citizen 
who  will  submit  and  obey  the  legitimate  Mexican 
authorities  may  be  perfectly  at  ease.  He  that  re- 
mains such,  and  does  not  take  up  arms  against  the 
Mexican  troops,  shall  and  will  be  respected,  his  pro- 
perty guarantied  and  defended,  his  person  protected, 
without  being  molested  in  the  least. 

inhabitants  of  Texas!  reflect  and  consider  your  in- 
terests— examine  how  colossal  and  impracticable  is 
the  enterprise  which  you  have  been  led  into  by  those 
who  govern  you.  See  the  inconvenience,  calculate 
the  elements  you  have,  and  you  will  see  clearly  your 
sure  ruin,  if  you  continue  in  the  actual  state  of 
things. 

Texas,  lying  between  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, an  industrious  nation,  in  a  rapid  progression,  and 
Mexico,  that  will  never  permit  your  emancipation, 
you  shall  have  to  compete  on  one  side  with  the  agri- 
culture and  industry  of  a  country  abounding  in  ele- 
ments to  sell  cheaper  in  the  markets:  and,  on  the 
other  side,  the  difliculties  of  a  war  that  Mexico  can- 
not forbear  making  against  you  until  she  recovers 
her  rights. 

How  can  you  imagine  to  progress  thus'  In  what 
manner  can  you  secure  your  tranquillity,  without 
which  no  enterprise  can  be  carried  through,  and 
your  hearts  can  enjoy  no  peace.' 

If  your  produce  is  sent  to  the  United  States  mar- 
ket, it  is  certain  that  you  cannot  compete  with  those 
who  carry  on  an  immense  trade  in  that  country  free 
of  charges,  without  any  risk,  and  respected  by  the 
other  nations.  If  sent  to  Europe,  still  it  must  come 
under  the  same  level  of  prices  at  which  the  United 
States  aft'ord  to  sell.  And  are  these  advantages  on 
a  level  with  the  risks  that  arc  suffered  in  Texas  from 
the  Indian  hostilities,  from  excessive  contributions, 
and  from  the  certainty  of  hostilities  which  Mexico 
will  direct  against  you,  and  desirous  to  recover  her 
property.'  How  can  you  imagine  to  establish  your- 
selves, and  progress  over  such  a  heap  of  difficulties.' 
What  you  can  gain  will  be  the  ruin  of  your  for- 
tunes— see  your  sons  cruelly  murdered  by  the  savage, 
your  fellow-citizens  a  prey  to  the  insalubrity  of  those 
countries,  and  in  danger  of  losing  a  property  whicli 
is  disputed  by  a  powerful  nation,  with  unquestiona- 
ble rights,  and  who  will  sooner  or  later  reduce  to  her 
obedience  that  department.  Many  have  believed 
that  they  couid  obtain  by  force  the  acknowledgment 
of  Texas  from  the  Mexicans;  but  those  v.'ho  so  think 
do  not  really  know  the  elements  of  wealth  and  pow- 
er of  the  republic;  and  they  calculate  that  there  will 
always  be  a  concourse  of  circumstances  such  as 
those  which  occasioned  the  retreat  of  the  army  in 
1836.  Men  of  sense  must  know  that  what  is  ima- 
gined by  those  is  quite  impossible. 

The  true  interest  of  these  who  live  in  Texas  is 
their  union  with  the  Mexican  republic,  acknowledg- 
ing the  national  government. 

By  these  means  you  might  remove  at  onee  the 
taxes  which  plague  you;  the  disquietude  and  uneasi- ' 


ness  attending  the  war  that  is  preparing;  and  would 
have  a  mark"t  where  to  expi-nd  your  produce,  with 
which  you  could  make  large  fortunes  in  a  few  years. 
The  cotton  exported  by  Texian  farmers  sells  in 
New  Orleans  at  11  cents  per  pound,  and  this  is  the 
highest  price  it  brings.  Most  certainly  they  could 
sell  it  quickly  in  the  harbors  of  the  republic  for  9.S 
cents  per  pound,  having  no  duty  to  pay.  Being  mem- 
bers of  the  Mexican  nation,  the  fruits  of  national 
industry  are  free  of  duties. 

The  progress  of  Texas  as  a  department  would  be 
BO  rapid  that  it  would  make  the  happiness  of  her  in- 
habitants. Enjoying  the  protection  of  a  government 
acknowledged  by  all  nations,  they  would  not  be  un- 
der the  obligation  of  supporting  either  army  or  navy. 
The  general  government  would  provide  for  her  de- 
fence with  regard  to  the  savage  tribes,  and  they  only 
should  occupy  themselves  in  their  own  business  and 
welfare. 

At  present,  the  fears  which  in  1835  influenced  in 
Texas  for  the  revolution  do  not  exist.  A  free  con- 
gress, elected  with  popularity,  is  about  meeting,  and 
will  give  a  liberal  constitution,  that  will  rule  this  na- 
tion, full  of  elements  of  wealth,  and  with  all  the 
probabilities  of  being  soon  one  of  the  most  powerful 
on  the  globe. 

Texas  can  obtain  considerable  benefits  by  reject- 
ing the  flattering  ideas  of  being  an  independent  na- 
tion— that  luxury  which  of  itself  is  nothing — ap- 
pointing her  deputies,  dismissing  that  revolutionary 
government,  and  coming  to  serve  her  part  in  the  re- 
generation of  the  republic,  to  derive  jnany  advan- 
tages, owing  to  her  distance,  class  of  population,  and 
circumstances. 

Inhabitants  of  Texas!  meditate  well;  see  what 
suits  you  best,  and  decide  whether  you  contemn  all 
blessings,  to  select  all  evil,  for  only  the  pride  and 
fancy  of  appearing  as  an  independent  nation. 

My  conciliatory  character  is  well  known.  The 
enlightened  century  we  live  in,  and  its  progress,  re- 
quire that  men  should  be  guided  by  conviction.  The 
force  of  arms  only  offers  lamentable  results;  but  rea- 
son, that  sublime  gift  that  the  Omnipotent  gave  to 
human  beings,  allows  triumphs,  without  mourning 
for  the  loss  of  useful  hands  or  shedding  of  blood. 

These  are  the  sentiments  which  my  heart  deeply 
cherishes,  and  which  are  without  doubt  engraved  on 
the  noble  souls  of  the  Mexicans,  showing  to  you  the 
policy  of  the  present  cabinet,  who,  at  the  same  time 
that  she  tenders  the  olive  of  peace  and  concord  with 
one  hand,  shall  direct  with  the  other  the  sword  of 
justice  against  the  obstinate. 

I  request  the  honest  and  frugal  men  of  Texas— 
those  'ifho  own  properly,  and  those  who  love  their 
wives  and  children,  to  meditate  seriously,  and  to  de- 
cide their  fate  by  an  unanimous  act,  reproving  actual- 
ly that  government,  changing  for  a  future  positive 
happiness  that  despair  and  sadness  which  their  situa- 
tion affords  to  the  view. 

I  have  deemed  it  convenient  to  address  you  thus, 
and  offer  you  to  pursue  a  noble  and  magnanimous 
conduct  towards  the  docile  inhabitants,  as  well  as  an 
energetic  and  constant  one  towards  those  who  wiil 
not  understand  reason.  MARIANO  ARISTA. 

Head-quarters,  at  Monterey,  January  9,  184i2. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gen.   A.  S.  Johnson,  of 
the  Texian  army  to  Gen.  Hamilton,  dated 

Galveston,  March  11,  1842. 
"Your  apprehension  of  the  dangers  which  menac- 
ed this  country  and  which  we  discussed  on  our  route 
to  Austin  was  well  grounded,  as  I  believed  at  that 
time.  Our  country  is  now  invaded  by  a  numerous, 
well  organized  and  well  appointed  army  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Arista.  His  advance  is  rapid, 
and  thus  far  without  opposition.  On  the  5th  he  en- 
tered the  town  of  San  Antonio,  and  on  the  7th  they 
took  possession  of  the  town  of  Victoria.  This  indi- 
cates the  movement  of  tv.'o  columns,  I  presume  to  be 
united  before  they  reach  the  Colorado,  if  so,  it  is  a 
very  judicious  arrangement. 

The  war,  after  great  preparation  on  the  part  of  the 
ene.Tiy,  is  upon  us,  without  the  slightest  effort  hav- 
ing been  made  by  us.  Our  people  are  however  turn- 
ing out  well  and  hastening  westward,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  concentrating  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  not- 
v/ithstanding  every  advantage  has  been  given,  we 
rely  upon  the  energy  and  courage  of  our  people  to 
achieve  most  brilliant  results. 

I  sliall  leave  Here  to-morrow  to  join  our  army,  and 
shall  take  great  pleasure  in  communicating  events  as 
they  transpire. 

With  the   hope  that  your  numerous  friends  may 
again  have  the  pleasure  of  greeting  your  arrival  on 
our  shores,  I  beg  leave  to  tender  you  my  sincere  re- 
gards. A.  SIDNEY  JOHNSON. 
Gen.  James  Hamilton. 

We  sincerely  regret  to  add  that  among  the  prison- 
ers taken  at  San  Antonio,  were  Mr.  Jno.D.  Morris, 
son  of  the  late  Richard  M.orris,  of  Hanover,  and  Mr. 
Hancock  Chevallie,  formerly  of  Kichmond.   This  in- 


formation, which  is  obtained  from  private  letters,  has 
occasioned  much  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, among  their  numerous  friends. 

Letter  of  General    Hamilton. 
Charleston,  South  Carolina  March  21,  1842. 
To  his  excellency  Don  .inlonio  Lopez  de    Santa  Jlnna, 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 
Sir:  Although  I  have  not  had  the  honor  to  receive 
in  manuscript  the  letter  which    you   have  addressed 
me  Ihrouih  the  Gazettes  of  Mexico,  under  date  of 
the  ISlli  February,  I  feel  too  sensibly  this  distinction 
not  to  make  my  acknowledgements   through  a  simi- 
lar medium. 

However  gross  the  violation  of  confidence  of 
which  your  excellency  has  been  guilty  in  publishing 
a  letter  marked  confidential,  (which  seal  you  have 
yourself  recognized)  I  will  take  no  exception  to  your 
employing  the  occasion  of  vaunting  your  own  hones- 
ty and  catering  for  a  popularity  of  which  you  may 
stand  greatly  in  need. 

When  i  offered  you  an  indemnity  of  five  millions 
of  dollars  for  a  pacification  and  boundarv  between 
the  republics  of  Texas  and  Mexico,  I  aete'd  under  a 
commission  which  v/as  unrevoked  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  former,  and  under  which  I  had  negotiat- 
ed a  treaty  of  mediation  with  the  government  of  her 
Britannic  majesty  providing  for  the  payment  of  this 
sum  for  the  same  objects.  The  supplementary  offer 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  contingencies 
and  secret  service  were  to  defray  the  cost  of  running 
the  boundary  line,  the  expenses  of  the  respective  le- 
gations, and  for  secret  service.  You  are  too  disci- 
plined a  veteran  in  the  politics  of  your  own  country 
not  to  know  the  necessity  and  value  of  this  last  item. 
Yet  you  have  thought  proper,  it  appears,  to  pay 
yourself  the  compliment  of  supposing  that  I  design- 
ed that  this  money  should  be  insinuated  as  a  bribe  to 
yourself.  I  assure  your  excellency  that  I  am  too 
well  aware  of  the  spotless  integrity  of  Don  Antonio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  president  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  to  have  hazarded  such  an  experiment  on  the 
virgin  purity  of  your  excellency's  honor. 

If  your  excellency  can  percieve  "impudence  and 
audacity"  in  a  friendly  offer  of  peace,  and  a  pledge  of 
my  exertions  to  induce  a  gallant  people  to  pay  five 
millions  of  dollars  for  a  realm  which  they  had  already 
won  by  every  title  which  a  just  revolution  and  a 
victorious  sword  could  confer,  I  am  quite  content  to 
suffer  under  the  reproach  of  having  less  modesty 
than  yourself. 

After  thus  discorteously  disposing  of  myself,  your 
excellency  is  pleased  to  lavish  upon  tlie  people,  to 
whose  mercy  and  magnanimity  you  owe  your  life, 
the  grossest  abuse,  in  the  course  of  which  you  say 
that  there  never  was  a  more  scandalous  robbery  than 
the  forcible  possession  of  the  territory  of  Texas  by 
its  present  settlers.  Have  you  forgotten,  sir,  the 
charter  and  guarantees  under  the  faith  of  which 
Stephen  Austin  brought  his  colony  into  Texas, 
which,  in  life,  liberty  and  properly,  were  so  scanda- 
lously violated  by  your  own  government,  and  this  too 
towards  a  man  who  resembled  in  the  purity  of  his 
life,  and  in  the  wisdom  and  moderation  of  his  char- 
acter the  venerated  founder  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. These  colonies  of  the  Anglo-American  race 
were  introduced  to  protect  your  own  Mexican  set- 
tlements from  the  hordes  of  Commanche  Indians, 
from  whom,  in  spite  of  their  vaunted  bravery,  your 
troops  had  so  ingloriously  fled. 

Are  you  not  aware  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
revolution  of  Texas  was  your  own  usurpation.  Your 
tyrannical  overthrow  of  the  constitution  of  1823,  and 
with  it  the  federative  system  of  which,  as  an  integ- 
ral portion  of  the  state  of  Coahuila,  Texas,  was  a 
member.'  Have  you  forgotten  that,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  central  despotism  on  the  ruins  of  this  sys- 
tem you  furnished  to  the  citizens  of  Texas  a  stron- 
ger justification  for  revolution  than  is  to  be  found  in 
the  causes  which  led  to  the  resistance  of  the  thir- 
teen North  American  colonies  to  the  injustice  of 
their  parent  state.'  After  invrting  the  infant  Her- 
cules into  your  country,  you  attempted  perfidiously  to 
stifle  him  in  his  cradle,  and  you  have  reaped  the  full 
harvest  of  the  consequences. 

You  say,  that  when  you  commenced  your  memo- 
rable campaign,  in  1830,  it  was  illustrated  by  a  series 
of  victories  until  the  occurrence  of  what  you  are 
pleased  to  term  the  unfortunate  "accident"  of  San 
Jacinto.  Your  victories,  sir,  if  history  is  not  a  grea-> 
ter  novelist  than  the  most  authentic  of  your  bulle- 
tins, consisted  in  your  beleaguering,  with  a  well.ap. 
pointed  army  of  three  thousand  men,  a  post  defend-. 
ed  by  some  one  hundred,  who  kept  your  entire  force 
for  several  days  at  bay  and  the  capture  of  which 
found  every  man  gloriously  slaughtered  at  his  post, 
and  in  the  still  more  gallant  achievement  of  murder 
ing  in  cold  blood  five  hundred  brave  men  under  the 
unfortunate  Fanning,  who  had  laid  down  their  arras 
to  a  force  of  six  times  their  number  under  the  faith 
of  a  capitulation  which  even  a  horde  of  calmuc  Tar« 
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tais  woiiiJ  have  icspcctcd.  At  San  Jacinto  joii  were 
defeated  by  the  "accident,"  of  your  liaving  more 
than  two  men  to  one  of  the  band  who  were  led  by 
the  benefactor  to  whom  you  owe  your  life,  and  by 
the  still  more  marvellous  "accident"  of  his  having 
killed,  in  your  ranks,  more  than  his  whole  force,  and 
captured  an  amount  of  prisoners  that  outnumbered 
the  victors.  These,  your  excellency  must  admit  are 
such  remarkable  accidents  that  neither  Marshall 
Saxe  m  his  reveries,  nor  the  great  Conde  in  his  stra- 
tegy has  made  the  slightest  provision  for  their  occur- 
rence. 
"  Your  excellency,  not  content  with  affording  me 
the  instructive  history  of  your  campaigns,  has  been 
pleased  to  touch  a  chord  which  you  knew  well  would 
vibrate  most  sensitively  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  when  you  are  pleased  to  announce  that  one  of 
the  objects  of  your  meditated  crusade  against  Texas 
is  to  extirpate  domestic  slavery!  Before  you  com- 
mence your  march  for  this  purpose,  had  you  not  bet- 
ter emancipate  the  miserable  victims  of  compulsory 
labor  in  your  own  country,who  are  slaves  in  every  thing 
but  in  the  terms  of  nominal  bondage,  and  who  would 
be  in  a  condition  of  qualified  freedom,  if  they  had 
half  the  temporal  comforts  of  the  blacks  of  Texas? 
Do  you  suppose,  that  when  debauched  by  power  and 
are  riding  roughshod  over  the  miserable  victims  of 
your  own  ambition  and  cupidity,  you  can  hoodwink 
and  deceive  any  others  than   the  victims  of  fanati- 

-  cism  who  frequent  Exeter  Hall,  to  be  plucked  by  tax 

-  gatherers  more  cormorant  than  your  own  excisemen 
•,  at  home.  The  flimsy  expedient  to  gain  popular  fa- 
.;  Tor  is  really  unworthy  of  the  good  sense  of  one  of 
■■  your  disciplined  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  comes 

-  with  a  truly  seasonable  grace  from  a  man  of  your 
1  known  regard,  to  the  value  of  human  life  and  liberty. 
<  If  your  letter,  sir,  is  commenced  in  the  purple 
<■  light  of  the  aurora  borealis,  it  concludes  in  thunder, 
*  darkness  and  defiance.  Texas,  with  her  ^00,000  in- 
«■  habitants,  if  she  has  even  so  many,  is  threatened  with 

the  very  extremity  of  the  vengeanceof  eight  millions 
'  of  the  most  gallant  people  under  the  sun.  I  take  no 
exception  to  your  arrogating  for  your  subjects,  even 
the  title  of  the  vanquishers  of  the  conquerors  of  the 
world,  or  your  disputing  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
celestial  empire  the  largest  possible  manufacture  of 
bombast.  All  that  I  have  to  say  is,  that  you  had 
better  make  another  experimental  campaign,  and 
perhaps  the  "accitiriif  '  may  this  time  turn  the  other 
way.  I  can  assure  you,  that  although  Texas  begins, 
in  her  successful  industry  to  blossom  like  the  rose, 
you  will  find  that  you  have  a  more  stumpy  road  to 
travel  than  even  during  your  last  visit,  however 
much  that  visit  may  have  been  illustrated  by  a  series 
of  brilliant  victories! 

But  laying  badinage  aside,  let  me  in  conclusion 
say  one  word  to  your  excellency,  in  sober  earnest. 
You  are  pleased  to  say  that  "Tex.is  will  find  great 
advantage   in   covering   herself  with   the  Mexican 

fia<r" and   that   I  "who   possess   the   talents   of  a 

statesman"  must  think  seriously  of  this  step."  I 
thank  you,  sir,  for  the  compliment  to  myself.  If  I 
could  lay  any  claim  to  the  forecast  of  prophets  who 
are  so  likely  nevertheless  to  be  at  fault,  1  would,  in 
reply,  venture  to  give  you  counsel — and  that  is,  to 
make' peace  with  Texas  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
The  policy  which  I  have  recommended  hitherto  to- 
wards your  country  has  been  pacific,  as  every  public 
man  in  'I'exas  well  knows.  For  three  years  1  have 
strenuously  opposed  an  invasion  of  your  territory. — 
My  treaties  in  Europe  have  looked  to  a  guarantee  of 
the  integrity  of  your  soil  under  the  faith  of  a  public 
compact  by  which  the  respective  boundaries  between 
the  two  countries  might  be  clearly  ascertained.  1 
deem  this  most  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
country  that  I  represented,  and  the  cause  of  human- 
ity— 1  desired  that  your  people  might  be  left  free  to 
.  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  you  to  make  every 
imaginable  experiment  in  the  amelioration  of  their 
moral  condition.  I  am  sure  the.  people  of  Texas 
would  have  been  content  that  you  should  have  taken 
a  constitution  out  of  "every  pigeon-hole  of  the  cabi- 
net of  the  Abbe  Sieyes,"  from  the-'dry  acidulous  me- 
taphysics" of  the  German  theorists,  down  to  the  self 
regulating  political  ethics  of  Robert  Owen.  For  1 
knew  that,  to  establish  her  own  institutions  and  de- 
velopc  her  resources,  all  that  Texas  wanted  was  a 
little  breathing  time.  Elbow  room  she  has  enough. 
But  you  sccin  to  have  willed  it  riilferently,  and  to 
Rave  decided  that  your  young  neighbor  shall  fulfil 
her  destiny  some  filly  years  sooner  than  she  other- 
wise would  have  done.  In  response  to  this  determi- 
nation on  your  part,  I  believe  there  is  but  one  sehti- 
raent  in  the  country  which  I  have  so  recently  left, 
and  that  is  embodied  in  the  brief  declaration,  "6c  it 
so?"  I  moreover  believe  that  the  only  feeling  of  ap- 
prehension which  is  felt  at  your  resolve,  (and  I  men- 
tion this  to  you  as  a  secret,  in  the  most  friendly  con- 
fidence) w,  /I'sl  you  muij  twt  come  yourself,  at  tlic.  hmit  nf 
your  invincibles.     Although   the    Texians,   like   the 


Ficfbylcrian  parson,  "have  lid  couiagf  1'  brcitl  of," 
yet  I  am  sure  they  will  give  you  a  cordial  reception 
in  consideration  of  those  unrequited  claims  to  their 
gratitude  which  you  ha.ve  left  so  largely  in  arrear 
since  your  last  visit. 

As  to  the  humble  individual  who  addresses  you, 
although  entitled  to  the  honors  of  citizenship  in 
Texas,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  speak  of  my 
position.  Would  to  God  you  had  accepted  the  olive 
branch  wliich,  as  her  public  minister,  I  offered  you, 
in  both  the  spirit  of  peace  and  friendship,  and  that 
you  had  humanely  attempted  to  staunch  the  wounds 
of  your  own  country,  bleeding  at  every  pore.  You 
have,  however,  disdained  this  offer,  in  terms  of  the 
highest  personal  indignity  to  myself,  and  public  af- 
front to  the  country.  You  accuse  me  of  the  impu- 
dence of  having  offered  you  silver- — I  will  not  be  guil- 
ty of  the  gasconade  of  offering  you  steel.  But  when 
you  do  come,  I  hope  I  may  hear  the  neighing  of  your 
war  steed  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Bravo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  due 
consideration,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, J.  HAMILTON. 


NATIONAL    AFFAIKS. 


THE  LAND  DISTRIBUTION  ACT.  The  re- 
commendation contained  in  the  President's  message 
to  congress,  which  will  be  found  under  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  house  of  representatives  in  this  number 
of  the  Register,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
public  lands,  which  in  accordance  with  his  message 
at  the  extra  session,  had  been  directed  to  be  distri- 
buted to  the  several  states,  should  now  be  retained 
in  the  treasury  instead  of  carrying  out  the  law  direct- 
ing its  distribution,  has  incidentally  been  acted  upon 
by  both  houses,  since  the  reception  of  the  message. 
Their  decisions  are  against  disturbing  the  provisisions 
of  the  distribution  act. 

The  question  in  relation  to  it  in  the  senate  was 
tested  by  the  amendment  offerred  by  Mr.  Rives,  to 
Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  on  revenue  and  retrench- 
ment, in  which  amendment  the  change  now  proposed 
by  the  president  was  embodied.  The  amendment 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  21  to  22.  See  Ihe  senate  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  the  house  the  question  was  tested  by  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  the  loan  bill,  which 
had  been  under  debate  for  a  long  time.  The  amend- 
ment went  to  suspend  the  operations  of  the  distribu- 
tion bill, — and  was  negatived  by  a  m  jority  of  twenty 
seven  votes — a  larger  majority  than  that  by  which 
that  house  passed  the  distribution  act  at  the  ex- 
tra session. 

NEW  TARIFF.  Mr.  Saltonstall  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  reported  a  bill  regulat- 
ing duties  upon  imports  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives on  the  31st  ultimo,  accompanied  by  a  report 
which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HENRY  CLAY.  The  talented  and  patriotic  states- 
man who  has  for  so  many  years  served  his  country 
in  the  legislative  councils,  on  Thursday  last  the  31st 
inst.  took  a  most  impressive  and  affecting  leave  of 
the  U.  S.  Senate.  The  hall,  galleries,  and  every 
avenue  to  the  apartment  were  literally  crammed  to 
witness  the  imposing  scene.  It  was  worthy  of  a  re- 
publican Senate.  We  have  not  room  for  any  of  the 
particulars  in  this  number.  Mr.  Crittenden  .was 
introduced  and  qualified  as  successor  to  Mr.  Clay  in 
the  Senate,  from  Kentucky. 

BALL  TO  HENRY  CLAY.  A  meeting  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  members  of  con- 
gress, and  others,  took  place  by  public  invitation  at 
the  Washington  Assembly  room  on  the  21st  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  a  public 
hall  to  be  given  to  the  distinguished  senator  from 
KcntuoUy,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from 
the  councils  of  his  country.  Gen.  R.  C.  }f'eightman 
presided,  and/.  H.  Bradley  officiated  as  secretary. — 
Tuesday  evening  the  12th  of  April,  the  anniversary 


of  his  birlfi,  was  fixed  upon  for  the  ecoasion,  and 
fifty-two  managers,  twenty-six  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens,  and  twenty-six  on  the  part  of  congress, 
were  appointed,  viz: 

0-n  the  part  of  ihe  senate. 

Messrs.  Evans,  Miller,  Kerr,  Archer,  Mangum, 
Henderson,  Barrow,  White. 

On  the  part  of  the  house  of7-epresenfatires. 

JMessrs.  Fessenden,  Winthorp,  Tillinghast,  Board- 
man,  Morgan,  Aycrigg,  Cooper,  Rodnev,  Sollers, 
Bolts,  Rayner,  Wm.  B~iitler,  Thns.  Butle'r  King,  J. 
L.  Williams,  Stokely,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  J.  T. 
Stuart. 

On  the  part  of  citizens. 

Seaton,  Bacon,  Bradley,  Buckingham,  Force,  Farn- 
ham,  France,  Henshaw,  Hyatt,  Jones,  B.  O.  Tayloe, 
Weighman,  Ashby,  Clarke,  Graham,  Hall,  Haliday, 
Hellen,  Hill,  Jones,  Key,  Lenox,  May,  Patterson, 
Wallach. 

A  TREATY  WITH  THE  WAYANDOT  IN- 
DIANS. We  learn  by  a  letter  from  Col.  John  John- 
ston, United  States  commissioner,  published  in  the 
Ohio  State  Journal,  that  on  the  9th  instant,  he  con- 
cluded at  LIpper  Sandusky,  (Ohio),  a  treaty  of  ces- 
sion and  emigration  with  the  chiefs  and  councillors 
of  the  Wyandot  nation  of  Indians;  by  which  the 
chiefs  arc  to  remove  their  people  to  the  south- 
west of  Missouri  in  1843,  at  their  own  cost,  and 
without  the  usual  agency  on  the  part  of  government 
of  superintendents,  conductors,  teamsters,  &c — ithe 
Indians  furnishing  their  own  transportation  and  sub- 
sistance  on  the  journeys  and  finding  themselves  pro- 
visions at  their  new  home.  By  this  treaty  the  Wy- 
andots  cede  to  the  United  States,  without  any  reser- 
vation, all  their  land,  consisting  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  sections,  said  to  be  amongst  the  best 
in  Ohio,  and  much  of  it  in  a  state  of  cultivation. 


SHOE  .\ND  LEATHER   BtSIiVESS. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

Fellow  Citizens:  The  undersigned,  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  convention  of  Shoe  and  leather 
dealers  and  operatives,  held  in  Boston  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1842,  ask  leave  respectfully  to  address  you  in 
relation  to  those  important  changes  which  are  about 
to  take  place  in  the  tariff  of  the  United  States;  and 
to  present  before  you  such  considerations  as  they 
deem  important  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  es- 
pecially to  those  who  acquire  a  livelihood  by  their 
industry  in  any  of  the  various  manufactures  of  the 
country. 

On  the  8th  of  July  next,  the  compromise  act  will 
be  consummated,  and  all  previous  duties  abolished, 
except  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  percent,  on  all 
articles  thereafter  imported;  certain  specified  articles 
being  admitted  free. 

This  will  bring  us  to  a  new  and  interesting  epoch 
in  our  national  history,  and  create  such  a  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  people  as  we  have  never 
yet  experienced.  Our  labor  must  then,  for  the  first 
time  since  we  have  become  a  manufacturing  people, 
be  brought  into  direct  competition  with  the  labor  of 
Europe,  with  a  duty  in  its  favor  of  only  twenty  per 
cent,  a  duty  altogether  inadequate  to  afford  that  pro- 
tection, which  is  essential  to  the  existence  of  many 
branches  of  industry,  that  have  been  successfully 
established  during  the  last  twenty-five  years;  a  pe- 
riod within  which,  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  the 
condition  of  our  country  has  greatly  changed. 

New  England,  which  before  the  war  of  1B12  was 
principally  engaged  in  agriculture  and  commerce, 
has  now  becouic  essentially  a  manufacturing  com- 
munity. Her  manufactures  are  her  great  interest. 
Destroy  them,  and  her  wealth,  her  prosperity,  and 
her  power  are  greatly  crippled.  This  is  especially 
true  of  Massaehusetls,  whose  population  engaged  in 
this  department  of  labor  amounted  in  1S37  to  117,000; 
and  if  wc  should  include  those  indirectly  concerned 
in,  and  supported  by,  manufacturing  labor,  the  num- 
ber would  jirobably  be  trebled. 

The  question,  then,  of  the  protection  which  is  to 
be  alforded  to  our  manufacturing  iudustry,  is  one  of 
immense  importance;  more  so  by  far  than  is  general- 
ly supposed  even  by  ourselves. 

A  wrong  impression  has  been  made,  and  a  conse- 
quent wrong  opinion  is  prevalent  in  the  public  mind 
in  relation  to  the  true  question  at  issue.  Owing  to 
the  great  activity  and  inOuence  of  those  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  the  exer- 
tions which  they  have  always  made  when  the  tariff 
has  been  a  matter  of  discussion,  their  interests  have 
been  so  much  more  prominently  brought  before  con- 
gress, that  a  common  feeling  has  been  created,  that 
they  only  had  any  great  stake  in  the  matter,  and  were 
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alone  desirous  of  protection.  But  this  is  not  true. 
They  arc  not  even  the  majority  of  interest.  Far  from 
it.  In  Massachusetts  in  JS37,  the  amount  of  cotton 
and  woollen  fabrics  was  but  $27,000,000,  being  less 
than  one-third  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  commonweallh,  and  employing  but  about 
one  fourth  part  of  all  the  persons  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures within  the  state. 

This  erroneous  opinion  has  operated  unfavorably 
in  congress,  and  induced  among  its  members  a  belief 
that  all  the  clamor  for  protection  arose  from  the  rich 
manufacturing  corporations.  It  has  operated  unfa- 
Torably  among  the  people,  by  leading  them  to  suppose 
that  they  had  no  great  interest  in  tlie  question  ex- 
cept as  indirectly  connected  with  those  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  or  v.'ool.  Hence,  thou- 
sands have  been  inditl'erent  on  a  question  really 
of  more  vital  importance  to  themselves  than  to  those 
interested  in  the  branches  of  industry  before  refer- 
red to. 

The  manufacturers  of  shoes  and  leather,  whose 
products  in  this  state  in  1837  amounted  to  18,000,000 
dollars,  also  those  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
straw,  a  trade  which  amounted  at  the  time  mention- 
ed to  §2,000,000,  are  far  more  deeply  interested  than 
those  whose  products  are  aided  by  machinery  and 
large  fixed  capitals.  Those  branches,  and  they  are 
numerous  in  the  commonwealth,  which  are  carried 
on  almost  exclusively  by  manual  labor,  will  feel  most 
severely  the  effects  of  foreign  competition. 

To  such,  and  they  are  the  majority  of  the  whole 
within  the  stale,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent  will  prove  entirely  insufficient;  and  many  of  them, 
under  this  duty  only  on  foreign  labor,  must  be  nearly 
annihilated. 

This  is  no  fiction.  The  consequences,  then,  may 
be  easily  foreseen.  A  great  part  of  onr  industry 
must  be  changed.  Absolute  starvation  we  need  not 
fear.  Our  country  is  loo  extended,  land  too  cheap 
and  too  productive,  to  permit  us  to  anticipate  any 
such  alternative;  but  a  change  of  employment,  and 
a  change  of  residence,  must  with  a  considerable 
part  of  our  population  take  place,  and  thousands  of 
our  citizens  must  seek  on  the  prairies  of  the  west, 
that  food  and  sustenance  which  they  could  no  lon- 
ger find  in  the  beautiful  villages  of  New  England, 
by  the  firesides  of  home,  by  the  graves  of  their  fa- 
thers. 

The  result  of  this  operation  will  be  equally  disas- 
trous upon  the  west.  The  home  market,  the  only 
one  on  which  it  can  rely,  will  be  then  mainly  de- 
stroyed; while  the  additional  number  of  persons  who 
will  be  compelled  to  engage  in  agriculture,  will  as 
a  matter  of  course  so  increase  the  quantity  of  pro- 
duce, as  to  greatly  reduce  its  value;  indeed,  so  much 
so  as  almost  to  make  it  worthless  as  an  article  of 
sale. 

Fellow  citizens,  we  are  all  interested.  No  mat 
ter  what  our  situation  or  our  calling;  the  change  will 
"come  home  to  our  business  and  bosoms."  Never 
was  there  a  greater  identity  of  interests  than  in  this 
matter.  All  alike  will  share  in  the  common  calami- 
ty. Our  metropolis,  now  united  by  rail  road  to  the 
great  west,  will  feel  it  in  the  falling  off  of  that 
mighty  trade,  which,  in  a  successful  condition  of  ma- 
nufacfuring  industry,  she  would  be  destined  to  enjoy. 
Our  farmers,  deprived  of  their  home  market,  and 
compelled  to  compete  in  the  foreign  markets,  (if 
they  could  find  such),  with  the  great  staples  of  the 
fertile  west,  would  find  their  property  depreciated, 
their  exertions  paralyzed,  their  industry  unreward- 
ed. 

There  is  one  class,  however,  on  which  the  weight 
of  this  calamity  will  fall  with  peculiar  severity. 
That  class  is  the  women  of  our  country  who  get  their 
living,  as  many  hundreds  of  thousands  now  do  with 
great  comfort  and  respectability,  by  the  work  of  their 
own  hands.  This  large  and  interesting  class,  here- 
tofore not  overpaid  for  their  services,  must  not  only 
experience  a  great  falling  oif  in  price,  but  in  many 
instances,  an  absolute  annihilation  of  demand  for 
their  labor.  They  cannot  subsist,  if  compelled  to 
work  in  competition  with  tlie  laboring  females  of 
Europe,  who  receive  from  four  to  six  cents  per  day 
for  their  services. 

Men,  when  driven  from  one  employment, may  seek 
it  in  another;  and  if  work  cannot  be  had  at  home, 
they  may  go  abroad.  If  it  cannot  be  obtained  on  the 
land,  it  may  be  found  on  the  sea.  But  it  is  not  so 
with  women.  They  are  far  more  dependent  and 
helplessj  and  when  thrown  out  of  employ,  are  in- 
volved in  inevitable  distress  and  suffering.  There 
are  in  this  commonwealth,  as  officially  ascertained, 
about  40,000  women  employed  in  different  manufac- 
tures; 15,000  of  whom  are  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  shoes.  How  great  then  must  be  the  whole 
number  employed  in  the  United  States;  and  what  an 
amount  of  privation  and  suffering  must  be  involved 
in  the  turning  out  of  employ,  or  in  employing  at  lialf 


price,  this  immense  number  of  industrious  women! 
:  Humanity  recoils  at  the  contemplation  of  such 
scenes;  and  yet  come  they  must,  and  come  they  will. 
!  unless  congress,  m  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  justice, 
[shall  discriminate  in  favor  of  their  industry  in  the 
[duties  laid  for  the  support  of  government.  Were 
there  no  other  motive  than  that  arising  from  this 
[view  of  the  subject,  it  would  alone  he  suflicientto 
justify  the  most  vigorous  exertions.  Wc  are  aware, 
fellow  citizens,  that  there  are  some  amongst  us  who 
are  incredulous  as  to  the  nature  of  foreign  competi- 
tion, and  the  kind  of  labor  with  which  we  shall  be 
called  to  contend;  we  ask  your  indulgence,  there- 
fore, while  we  present  a  few  facts  and  considerations 
in  regard  to  that  subject. 

The  condition  of  a  great  part  of  the  laboring  po- 
pulation of  Europe,  and  particularly  of  England,  is 
little  better  than  that  of  serfs,  for,  although  predial 
slavery  has  been  long  abolished  in  form,  it  still  ex- 
ists, so  far  as  practical  effects  are  concerned. 

The  system  of  British  slavery  is,  in  fact,  the  most 
ingenious,  and  the  most  effective  that  the  world  has 
ever  witnessed,  inasmuch  as  it  is  better  calculated  to 
rob  the  laborer  of  the  fruits  of  his  toil  than  that  of 
any  other  nation  on  earth.  It  is  a  system  that  has 
all  the  advantages  and  fevv  of  the  disadvantages  of 
the  chattel  system.  It  gives  a  nominal  freedom;  it 
imposes  on  every  individual  the  necessity  of  self- 
preservation;  it  holds  out  before  him  the  hope 
(though  a  delusive  one)  of  bettering  his  condition;  it 
stimulates  him  to  efforts  which  the  slave,  who  is  the 
property  of  his  master,  can  never  be  made  to  put 
forth,  while  it  robs  him  of  every  farthing  of  his 
hardearned  pittance,  and  gives  him  only  the  bare 
means,  (and,  oftentimes,  not  even  that)  of  sustaining 
his  animal  existence! 

We  make  this  comparison  between  British  and 
American  slavery,  only  so  far  as  relates  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  former  in  securing  a  greater  amount  of 
toil  from  the  laborer,  and  at  the  same  time  depriving 
him  of  his  just  reward.  In  any  other  point  of  view 
we  institute  no  comparison  whatever,  and  we  desire 
that  we  may  not  be  understood  to  say  Ihal  the  former 
has  all  the  enormity  of  the  latter. 

Another  remarkable  feature  of  British  labor  is, 
that  to  some  extent  it  is  literally  p.vcper  labor.  The 
present  pauper  tax  of  England  is  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum.  Much  of  this  has  been, 
and  some  of  it  now  is,  paid  to  laborers  who  are  en- 
gaged in  various  branches  of  industry,  and  do  not 
receive  enough  of  their  employers  to  give  them  sub- 
sistence. 

This  immense  sum  operates  as  a  fund  for  the  re- 
duction of  Ihe  price  of  labor,  and  of  that  labor  too, 
be  it  recollected,  with  which  the  people  ofthiscoun- 
try  must  now  contend,  hand  to  hand,  unless  protect- 
ed by  national  legislation. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  position  we  quote  some 
facts  from  an  English  publication  on  the  subject  of 
pauperism  now  before  us. 

"In  Burwash,  in  East  Sussex,  on  one  occasion,  the 
surplus  laborers  were  put  up  at  auction,  and  hired  as 
low  as  2d.  to  3d.  per  day;  the  rest  of  their  mainte- 
nance heingpaid  by  the  parish,'''' 

"At  Dedington,  during  the  severe  winter  months, 
about  sixty  men  apply  every  morning  to  the  over- 
seer, [of  the  poor]  for  work  or  pay.  He  ranges 
them  in  a  shed  in  a  yard,  and  if  a  farmer  or  any  one 
else  wants  a  man  he  sends  lo  the  yard  for  one,  and 
pays  half  the  day's  wages,  and  the  rest  is  paid  by  the 
parish.'" 

A  volume  of  facts  like  these  might  be  adduced, 
but  we  trust  these  alone  are  sufficient  to  sustain  the 
assertion  we  have  made. 

Such,  fellow-citizens,  is  the  labor  with  which  we 
must  compete;  and  such  the  position  in  which  we 
are  placed.  We  think  we  can  appeal,  therefore,  to 
yourselves,  whether  the  cause  we  advocate  is  not 
emphatically  the  cause  of  the  whole  people.  It  has, 
indeed,  no  party  limits.  Every  man,  conservative  or 
radical,  whig  or  democrat,  is  alike  interested;  and  if 
he  truly  understands  the  subject,  and  possesses  the 
least  share  of  patriotism  or  philanthropy,  must  labor 
and  strive,  irrespective  of  all  mere  party  consideia- 
tions,  for  its  advancement. 

In  behalf  then,  of  those  whom  we  represent,  we 
disclaim  all  sinister  motives  and  party  feelings,  and 
call  upon  all  our  fellow-citizens  to  arise  as  one  man, 
speak  out  in  Ihe  language  of  independent  freemen, 
and  demand  that  just  discrimination  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  duties,  which,  while  it  will  not  increase  the 
public  burdens  a  dollar,  shall  protect  those  branches 
of  industry,  which  have  grown  up  under  past  govern- 
mental legislation. 

Lei  it  be  recollected,  fellow  citizens,  that  wc  do 
not  advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  protection. 
We  do  nol  ask  that  one  portion  of  the  country  should 
be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  another;  but  we  do  ask 
that  those  duties  required  to  raise  a  revenue  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  national  government,  adminislcr- 


ed  icilh  the  most  scrapnlons  regard  to  €C07imny,  shall  be 
placed  on  those  articles,  which  would  come  in  com- 
petition with  our  own  manufactures  already  estab- 
lished.    Is  there  aught  unreasonable  in  this? 

Is  any  injustice  done  lo  the  man,  for  instance,  who 
in  consequence  of  this  discrimination  pays  ten  cents 
per  pair  more  for  his  shoes,  and  ten  cents  less  per 
pound  for  his  lea,  than  he  would  under  a  horizontal 
tariff?  We  repeat  the  inquiry,  where  is  the  injus- 
tice or  wrong?  And  if  it  be  not  wrong,  why  should 
congress  refuse  to  make  this  discrimination?  Why 
should  the  south,  or  the  west,  or  any  other  section  of 
the  Union  object  to  such  a  measure? 

"That  any  reason  can  be  shown 
Which  reason  would  not  blush  to  own." 

The  great  necessity  of  the  protection  we  ask  is, 
we  think,  not  only  obvious,  from  what  v/e  have  shown 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  foreign  labor  with 
which  we  must  compete,  but  from  a  great  variety  of 
other  facts  which  present  themselves  before  us  in  re- 
gard lo  that  interest  represented  by  the  undersigned. 

That  without  such  legislation  as  we  ask  all  the 
finer  description  of  shoes  and  boots  will  be  imported 
from  France,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  already 
since  the  progressive  reduction  of  duties  under  the 
compromise  act,  the  importation  of  boots  and  shoes 
has  increased  w'ith  surprising  rapidity. 

As  an  instance,  we  would  state  that  an  individual 
in  Boston,  who  in  1835,  sold  but  three  liundred  dol- 
lars worth  of  French  boots,  during  the  last  year  im- 
ported and  sold  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  that  article  alone. 

The  last  vessel  thai  arrived  in  the  port  of  Boston 
from  France,  contained  about  five  thous'and  pairs  of 
Paris  boots  and  shoes. 

Our  heavy  work,  our  thick  shoes,  brogans  and 
boots  will  be  superceded  by  foreign  importations. 
Already  have  orders  been  sent  out  lo  Germany  for 
such  goods  for  the  fall  trade  as  have  heretofore  been 
manufactured  in  Danvers  and  Grafton,  Holliston, 
Brookfield,  and  other  towns  in  this  commonwealth. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  low  prices  of  labor  in  Ger- 
many, we  would  here  state  that  two  workmen  from 
that  country  are  now  employed  in  Boston  at  ten  dol- 
lars per  week,  who  when  at  home  could  obtain  but  a 
dollar  and  a  half  per  week,  and  board  themselves. 

But  what  is  true  of  our  department  of  labor  is 
equally  true  of  nearly  all  other  branches  of  manu- 
facturers' industry  which  are  carried  on  mostly  by 
hand. 

Carriages,  harnesses,  hats,  straw  bonnets,  jewelry, 
glass,  paper,  cabinet  ware,  cutlery,  and  a  variety  of 
smaller  articles  now  advantageously  manufactured 
within  our  stale,  are  equally  at  the  mercy  of  the 
foreign  laborer;  and  we  therefore  earnestly  call  on 
all  of  those  engaged  in  these  trades  to  bestir  them- 
selves at  once,  and  forward  their  petitions  and  memo- 
rials to  congress,  and  so  far  as  they  are  -able,  to  send 
on  to  Washington  some  practical  men  lo  represent 
their  interests.  Such  information  as  would  be  thus 
afforded  is  greatly  needed  in  congress,  and  is  most 
earnestly  desired  by  those  in  that  body  who  are 
friendly  lo  the  preservation  of  American  industry. 

Fellow  citizens:  having  made  known  to  congress 
our  situation,  let  us  declare  distinctly  and  unani- 
mously that  we  wish  for  specific  duties  upon  the  arti- 
cles which  are  manufactured.  Let  us  not  for  a  mo- 
ment listen  to  any  proposal  for  an  ad  valorem  duty, 
either  on  home  or  foreign  valuation.  All  experi- 
ence shows  that  such  a  duty  is  never  a  protection. 
So  great  facilities  always  have  existed,  and  always 
will  exist,  for  evading  the  duties  by  fraudulent  in- 
voices, and  false  estmiates,  that  there  never  can  be 
any  fair  protection  aftbrded,  either  to  the  honest  im- 
porter, or  lo  the  domestic  manufacturer,  but  by  a 
regular  specific  duly.  In  this  let  us  all  agree;  for 
this  let  us  all  strive,  and  with  united  action,  and  sim- 
ultaneous effort  we  may  assuredly  hope  for  that  jus- 
tice which  we  ask  and  deserve. 

Our  cause  is  one.  It  is  the  cause  of  ./Imerican  la- 
bor. Let  Ihis  be  our  motto,  this  our  leading  idea, — 
the  polar  star  of  our  enterprise.  It  is  not  for  capi- 
talists, or  corporations;  for  of  the  latter,  in  that 
branch  of  business  represented  by  the  undersigned, 
we  have  none  that  we  ask  favor  or  protection.  It  is 
for  the  cperalives  of  our  land;  for  the  hard-working 
men  and  hard-ttwrking  iconien,  who  gel  their  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brows,  that  we  demand  such  le- 
gislation as  is  dictated  alike  by  justice,  humanity 
and  patriotism. 

By  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  convention. 
AMASA  WALKER,  Boston, 
SAMUEL  WOOD,  Grafton, 
TYLER  BACHELLOR,  N.  Brookfield, 
H.  B.  ALDEN,  Randolph, 
.TOSIAH  BREED,  Lynn, 
S.  P.  FOWLER,  Danvers, 
GEO.  K   MONTGOMERY,  Haverhill, 
NYMPHAS  PRATT,  Shrewsbury, 
J.  W.  WARREN,  Brimficld, 
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NATHANIEL  SHAW,  "Wejmotuh, 
STEPHEN  DRIVER,  Salem. 
THOMAS  PUTTILLOW,  Braintree, 
ELIAS  PUTNAM,  Danvers, 
GEORGE  HOOD,  Lynn, 
LEONARD  WHITTIER,  Haverhill. 
WM.  B.  SPOONER,  Boston, 
ABIJAH  THOMPSON,  Woburn. 

Committee. 


COTTON     MASVFACXrRE. 


MEMORL\L. 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  refrestnttttives  in  congress  as- 
sembled. 
The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Boston  and  the  vici- 
nity, interested  in  the  cotton  manufacture,  in  con- 
templation of  the  proposed  revision  of  the  ta- 
riff, feel  it  equally  a  matter  of  duty  to  themselves 
and  to  the  country,  to  present  to  you  such  vieivs 
and  facts  in   relation  to  this  important  interest,  as  j  tish  imitations  made  from  Bengal  cotton,  which  could 


the  value  of  at  least  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and 
employing  a  capital  of  twenty-five  millions.  There 
is  no  manufacture  whatever  requiring  a  combination 
of  so  much  mechanical  and  chemical  skill  as  this. 
Its  introduction  has  been  attended  with  much  labor 
and  difficulty,  with  the  outlay  of  very  lieavy  expenses; 
but  the  object  lias  been  accomplished,  and  we  can 
challenge  a  comparison  iu  this  fabric,  in  designs  and 
colors,  with  the  most  beautiful  productions  of  France 
or  England. 

The  foregoing  analysis  will  have  shown  that 
the  question  of  a  protective  tariff  bears  very  dif- 
ferently on  different  branches  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture. 

The  coarser  fabrics,  with  which  we  supply  foreign 
nations  at  the  rate  of  about  three  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum  in  free  competition  with  the  British,  it  is 
quite  obvious,  are  very  little,  if  in  any  way,  affected 
by  any  tariff  whatever.  The  only  effect  of  opening 
our  ports  to  this  description  of  goods  at  a  very  low 
duty,  or  no  duty  at  all,  would  be  the  influx  of  \h 


their  observation  and  experience  have  brought  home 
to  them. 

The  cotton  manufacture,  as  an  important  branch 
of  American  industry,  takes  date  from  the  year  1816, 
under  the  specific  or  minimum  duty  of  that  year,  and 
the  introduction  of  the  power  loom— those  two  im- 
portant events  having  been  in  fact  contemporaneous. 
Its  rapid  extension  has  been  vi'ithout  parallel  in  the 
whole  history  of  commei-ce.  It  reached  tlie  con- 
sumption of  100,000  bales  in  1825,  and  now  amounts 
to  300,000  bales,  or  120  millions  of  pounds.  To  es- 
timate its  importance  in  quantity,  it  is  not  only  ne- 
cessary to  observe  that  the  present  consumption  is 
equal  to  the  whole  export  of  the  United  States  up  to 
the  year  1820,  or  the  whole  consumption  of  Ameri- 
can cotton  in  Great  Britain  up  to  the  same  period — 
and  exceeds  our  export  to  France  previous  to  the 
Year  1840.  There  are  some  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  the  introduction  and  progress  of  this  manu- 
facture, which  are  entitled  to  notice  in  their  connex- 
ion with  the  interest  of  the  cotton-growing  states. 
The  article  first  produced  in  any  quantity  was  a  no- 
velty in  commerce.  A  fabric  stouter  and  heavier 
than  any  thing  heretofore  in  use,  was  produced  and 
became  a  favorite  article  of  consumption  from  its 
first  introduction.  It  soon  became  an  article  of  ex- 
port to  different  parts  of  the  world,  which  has  con- 
tinued to  increase  up  to  the  present  time.  In  this 
way,  it  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  British  manu- 
facturers, and  became  an  object  of  imitation,  and 
these  imitations,  under  the  name  of  domestics,  now 
constiiute  a  very  large  branch  of  trade,  with  tliispe- 
culiaritv. 

The  British  arc  enabled   to  use  a  cheaper  material 

the  "rowth  of  India,  mixed  with  a  small  proportion 

of  Amlirican  cotton— by  which  tliey  furnish  an  arti- 
cle very  similar  in  appoarnce,  at  a  lower  price,  but 
essentially  inferior  in  textire  and  durability. 

This  superiority  in  quality  has  been  so  far  appre- 
ciated in  foreign  countries,  as  to  cause  a  regular  in- 
crease in  our  exports  of  this  description  of  goods,  as 
will  appear  on  reference  to  the  annual  commercial 
tables.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  British 
inferior  imitations  find  a  sale  in  greater  quantities  in 
the  same  markets.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
identical  article  of  this  manufacture,  which  sold  at 
thirty  cents  in  1816,  is  now  selling  at  seven  and  a  half 
cents  the  square  yard.     The  articles  of  cotton  sail 


of  course  be  sold  at  a  lower  price,  but  would  prove 
to  the  consumer  intrinsically  dearer  than  our  own 
manufacture  from  American  cotton. 

So  far  as  relates  to  the  finer  qualities  of  plain  cot- 
tons, a  very  moderate  square  yard  duty  will  protect 
the  manufactures  now  in  existence.  It  is  in  refe- 
rence to  the  article  of  printed  ealicoes  and  other  fancy 
goods,  that  the  question  of  the  tariff  assumes  its  chief 
importance.  The  minimum  duty  on  dyed  or  printed 
cottons  under  the  acts  of  1828  and  1832  was  S',  cents 
the  square  yard,  under  which  the  manufacture  has 
attained  its  present  importance;  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  it  would  have  been  carried  still  further, 
but  for  the  act  of  March,  1833,  by  which  this  protec- 
tion has  been  gradually  reduced,  and  for  the  uncer- 
tainty what  may  be  our  legislation  for  the  future. 

A  specific  duty  of  six  cents  the  square  yard  would 
probably  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  low-er  branches 
of  this  manufacture,  embracing  the  larger  portion  of 
it,  and  in  whicli  competition  has  carried  down  prices 
to  the  lowest  average  rate  of  profit  in  other  branches 
of  business.  But  it  becomes  a  question  of  general  ex- 
pediency, whether  policy  does  not  require  such  pro- 
tection as  shall  secure  the  production  of  the  more  ex- 
pensive and  beautiful  of  these  fabrics  in  this  country 
The  means  and  facilities  exist. 

But  in  this  description  of  goods  more  than  most 
others,  the  application  of  capital  to  it  will  depend  on 
the  rate  of  protection.  The  actual  expenses  of  print- 
ing calicoes  varies  very  little  between  this  country 
and  Europe;  it  is,  however,  something  in  their  favor. 
But  in  the  supply  of  articles  of  fancy,  where  so  much 
depends  on  taste,  and  where  so  great  an  outlay  of  ca- 
pital is  necessary  for  its  gratification,  it  will  hardly 
be  undertaken  without  a  reasonable  assurance  of 
having  the  market  without  the  interference  of  foreign 
importation,  which  in  articles  of  this  kind,  which  do 
not  admit  of  being  held  over  from  season  to  season, 
might  prove  wholly  ruinous.  We  would  not  sug- 
gest carrying  this  principle  to  an  extreme,  but  we 
are  warranted  from  the  experience  of  the  past  in  be- 
lieving that  a  specific  duty  of  ten  cents  the  square 
yard  would  almost  immediately  furnish  an  abundant 
supply  of  the  higher  classes  of  prints,  at  rates  quite 
as  cheap  as  they  can  be  import-  d. 

The  point,  however,  which  we  would  respectfully 
urge  upon  congress  is,  that  the  duty,  whatever  its 
rate,  should  be  specific,  either  in  the  form  of  one 
fixed  duty  on-the  square  yard  on  all  cotton  manufac- 
tures, only  discriminating  between  those  which  are, 
and  those  which  are,  not,  dyed  or  printed;  or  as  in 
the  existing  law,  under  the  form  of  a  minimum,  with 
an  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  goods  costing  over  a  speci- 
fied rate. 

The  first  mode  has  the  advantage  of  simplicity,  and 
is  much  more  equal  in  its  operation  than  would  be 
supposed,  without  an  accurate  examination  into  the 
facts  of  the  case.  The  difference  in  value  between 
fine  and  coarse  goods  bei-ig  by  the  yard  not  very 
great,  the  additional  labor  applied  to  the  former  be- 
ing in  a  great  measure  compensated  by  the  less  quan- 
tity of  stock  they  contain.  Thus  the  superficial  value 
of  stout  negro  cloth  or  drilling,  will  be  found  about 
equal  to  that  of  the  fine  shirtings  or  printing  cloths. 
Should  this  mode  be  adopted,  and  such  a  duly  be  im- 
posed as  considerations  of  revenue  alone  would  dic- 
tate, it  would  allurd  a  very  ample  protection  to  the 
,  .  .      existing   manufacture,  without   being   liable    to    the 

tion  ol  the  country  is  supplied  by  our  own   manufac- !  char,;e  of  imposing  a  burthen  on  any  portion  of  the 
ture,  with  the  exception  of  light  muslins.  |  community  whatever.     For  we  assert  and  challenge 

The  branch  of  ■manufacture,  however,  most  impor-  j  inquiry  into  the  fact,  that  for  all  the  common  pur- 
lant  and  interesting  in  its  character  at  the  present  poses  of  life,  our  present  manufactures  of  cotton  arc 
time,  in  its  connexion  with  the  tariff,  is,  unquestion-  intrinsically  as  cheap,  or  cheaper,  than  they  can  be 
ably,  that  of  printed  calicoes.  This  manufacture  furnished  from  any  part  of  the  world, 
was  commenced  about  the  year  1325,  and  so  rapid  j  The  only  result  of  any  arrangement  of  the  tariff 
has  been  its  progress,  that,  from  the  most  accurate  which  should,  in  fart,  have  the  effect  to  bring  into 
calculation,  according  to  the  annexed  tabic,  it  now  the  country  any  additional  importation  of  this  dcscrip- 
amount*  to  full  150  luiUioiiB  of  yards  per  annum-- of  lion  of  manufactures,  would  be  the  introduction  of 


duck,  negro  cottons,  and  cotton  drilling,  now  articles 
of  very  large  consumption,  are  also  wholly  of  Ame- 
rican origin,  being  entirely  unknown  in  commerce 
until  their  production  in  this  country.  It  is  believed 
that  this  coarser  description  of  cottons  can  be  manu- 
factured in  this  country  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than 
they  can  be  made  in  England /i-oi/i  the  same  quantiltj  of 
cotton — the  difference  in  value  of  the  raw  material 
in  the  two  countries,  estimated  at  fully  two  cents 
the  pound,  with  some  advantage  in  the  use  of  water 
power,  being  more  than  sufficient  to  balance  the  ad- 
vantage of  greater  cheapness  in  the  price  of  labor  in 
England. 

It  is  probable  that  something  more  than  one  half  the 
antity  of  cotton  manufactured  in  theLJnited  States 


quantit 


nd  kindred  de- 


is  employed  in  making  the  forcgoin 
scriptions  of  goods. 

Another  important  branch  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture is  the   finer  description   of  shirtings   and   other 
ite  goods,  of  which  very  nearly  the  whole  consunip- 


fabrics  made  from  the  inferior  cotton  of  India,  in- 
stead of  our  own,  or,  in  the  case  of  printed  cali- 
coes, the  introduction  of  a  more  flimsy  fabric,  with 
false  and  fugitive  colors,  offering  a  temptation  of 
cheapness  to  the  unskilful,  butsubstituting  articles  in- 
trinsically dearer  to  the  consumer  than  our  own  ma- 
nufacture. 

This  view  of  the  subject,  to  be  fully  appreciated, 
would  require  an  examination  into  practical  results, 
to  which  we  would  earnestly  invite  your  attention. 

By  official  returns  from  the  treasury  department, 
it  appears  that  the  average  of  the  last  four  years 
gives  21,852,618  as  the  number  of  square  yards  of 
dyed  or  printed  goods  imported,  costing,  not  exceed- 
ing the  present  minimum  of  thirty-five  cents  the 
square  yard,  as  the  actual  cost  of  this  description  of 
goods,  and  leaving  the  amount  of  1,589,509  dollars, 
or  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole  quantity  imported, 
as  costing  over  thirty-five  cents  the  square  yard. 
Suppose  that  considerations  of  revenue  should  estab- 
lish 30  per  cent,  on  the  cost  as  the  proper  rate  of  duty, 
and  the  principle  be  adopted  of  one  specific  rate  of 
duty,  the  foregoing  data  show  that  a  duty  of  about 
eight  cents  the  square  yard  would  be  the  rale  to  give 
that  average  result. 

It  may  be  observed  that  there  are  no  objects  of 
importation  which  can  more  properly  be  denominated 
luxuries,  and  on  that  ground,  subject  to  a  high  rate 
of  duly,  than  the  finer  class  of  fanciful  prints,  which 
are  now  imported,  neither  is  there  any  article  in 
which  there  is  more  liability  to  frauds  on  the  revenue, 
under  an  ad  valorem  duty. 

The  importation  of  white  cottons  is  now  very 
small;  the  average  of  the  last  four  years  being 
1,415,893  dollars  in  value,  of  which  six  millions  of 
square  yards  cost,  on  the  average,  seventeen  cents, 
leaving  something  less  than  .400,000  dollars  costing 
over  thirty  cents  the  square  yard.  Considerations  of 
mere  revenue  would  fix  a  uniform  square  yard  duty 
at  five  or  six  cents  at  least.  If  it  is  thought  expedient . 
to  encouragethe  manufacture  of  muslins,  astill  higher  j 
duty  would  be  proper. 

We  cannot  urge  upon  congress  too  earnestly  our 
conviction,   that  whether   in   reference    to    revenue 
alone,   or  the  protection  of  our  interests,  the  duty 
should  be  specific,  either  in  one  fixed  duty  per  square  ^ 
yard,  or  in  the  form  of  a  minimum,  under  which  the  ■; 
manufacture  has  risen  to  its  present  importance.  We  - 
would  prefer  the  lowest  possible  minimum  duty,  to  a 
simple  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,   ad  valorem.     The 
skill  requisite  to  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  value 
of  printed  cottons,  presents  an   insuperable  obstacle 
to  a  home  valuation,  at  our  numerous  ports  of  entry,  . 
on  any  principle  approaching  equality,  and  no  article  .. 
affords  greater  facility  for  frauds,  under  any  ad  valo-  ' 
rem  duty. 

Without  going  into  a  general  consideration  of  the 
principles  in  support  of  tne  system  of  so  adjusting 
the  duties  on  imposts  as  to  favor  the  industry  of  our 
own  country,  we  cannot  refrain  from  calling  your  at- 
tention to  the  signal  triumph  of  these  principles,  and 
the  general  advantages  which  the  country  derives  , 
from  them,  when  applied,  as  in  the  case  of  the  cot-  . 
ton  manufacture,  under  circumstances  of  the  most  '. 
favorable  character.  The  raw  material  was  the  pro-  ' 
duction  of  our  own  country.  The  improvements  in 
its  manufacture,  one  of  the  proudest  triumphs  of  hu- 
man art,  required  the  outlay  of  great  capital  in  the 
necessary  machinery,  for  propelling  which  our 
streams  of  water  furnished  a  power  unappreciated, 
if  not  unknown.  The  tariffs  of  1816  and  of  1823 
were  successively  enacted,  giving  the  most  ample 
protection  to  the  manufacture.  What  has  been  the 
result.'  The  facts  already  stated,  the  application  of 
capital  to  this  manufacture  with  a  power  and  rapidi- 
dity  without  any  precedent.  The  calling  into  action 
a  mass  of  human  labor  previously  dormant  and  inac- 
tive, and  all  this  with  a  constant  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  commodities  produced,  and  an  extension 
of  the  application  of  this  one  great  staple  to  new 
products  and  uses.  Will  any  political  economists 
pretend  these  effects  would  have  followed  without  the 
stimulus  of  a  protective  tariff?  No.  It  was  the  assu- 
rance of  the  home  market,  which  gave  confidence  to 
capitalists,  and  has  thus  produced  that  competition 
which  has  reduced  prices  and  profits  to  the  lowest 
possible  points. 

It  is  true  that  all  branches  of  cotton  manufacture 
are  at  present  in  a  slate  of  miserable  depression.  Not- 
withstanding the  low  prices  of  the  raw  material,  our 
stocks  have  accumulated  to  a  most  inconvenient  de- 
gree, and,  without  the  slightest  hope  of  profit,  threa- 
ten us  with  heavy  loss.  We  attribute  this  depression, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  the  deranged  state  of  the  cur- 
rency throughout  so  great  a  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  glutted  state  of  foreign  markets,  arising 
out  of  over-production,  and  over-trade  in  this  branch 
of  manufactures  in  England.  But  it  is  not  to  be  con- 
cealed that  the  late  reductions  of  the  tariff,  with  the 
consequent  heavy  importations,  and  the  uncertainty 
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which  hangs  over  the  proceeding'  of  congress  on  t,hat 
question,  acid  very  much  to  the  gloom  and  apprehen- 
sions which  now  attach  to  this  interest.  It  would 
seem  to  be  no  time  to  try  new  experiments  with  this 
great  interest,  when  the  whole  or  principal  effect  of 
so  cutting  down  the  tariff  as  to  increase  the  imports 
of  cotton  manuiacturss,  would  be  to  substitute  the 
foreign  in  the  place  of  our  own  better  staple.  That 
such  a  policy  should  bo  sustained  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  cotton  growing  states,  at  the  very  moment 
when  G.Britain  is  straining  every  nerve  to  supply  her- 
self with  this  staple  from  herown  dominions,  and  with 
great  apparent  success,  would  imply  such  a  self-sacri- 
ficing devotion  to  abstract  theories  as  is,  we  believe, 
without  example  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

In  conclusion,  we  confidently  rely  on  the  wisdom 
of  congress  in  the  proposed  arrangement  of  the  tariff 
to  protect  the  interest  of  both  planter  and  manufac- 
turer from  the  injury  which  would  result  to  both  from 
a  derangement  of  the  system,  which  so  advantageous- 
ly to  them,  and  to  the  whole  country,  has  grown  up 
under  our  previous  legislation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Consumption  of  cotton  in  the  United  States,  not  in- 
cluding any  manufactured  west  of  Virginia  or  south 
of  the  Potomac,  except  in  Pittsburg  and  Richmond 
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This  statement  was  corrected  in  January,  1842. 

101,300  pieces  of  30  yards  per  week  each, 

is,  per  annum,  158,028,000 

150,000,000  of  yards  at  an  average  of  11 


~p 

_G 

to        >-*  M 

^  cLg 

n. 

5^5 

£g? 

O 

-:,  fc  a. 

o  - 

•y 

W 

-Q^ 

B  to  tC  ^  QV  --  ^ 


Treasury  depart:neiil,  Regisler's  office,  Dec.  1841. 

Note.  The  year  1841  cannot  be  given,  as  some 
principal  returns  are  yet  outstanding. 

The  foregoing  table  gives  for  the  average  of  the 
last  four  years  whole  import  of  dyed,  printed  and  co- 
lored cottons,  §6,049,433;  costing,  not  exceeding  35 
cents  the  square  yard,  §4,459,924;  number  of  square 
yards,  21,852,618;  at  an  average  cost  of  20  41-100 
cents  per  square  yard;  leaving  of  those  costing  over  35 
cents  the  square  yard  the  annual  value  of  §1,.589, 509; 
but  the  yards  not  being  given,  no  average  of  the  cost 
can  be  made.  Whole  import  of  wliite  cottons, 
§1,415,893;  costing,  notexceedin*  30  cents  the  square 
yard,  §1,034,422;  number  of  square  yards,  6,001,302; 
at  an  average  cost  of  17  2-100  cents  the  square  yard; 
leaving  of  those  costing  over  30  cents  the  square 
yard,  the  annual  value  of  §381,491,  of  which  the 
average  cost  cannot  be  given. 

N.  B.  The  foregoing  tables  embrace  the  gross 
imports,  without  any  reference  to  the  goods  exported. 
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At  a  convention  of  southern  planters,  held  at  Mo- 
bile, a  few  weeks  since,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
best  method  of  improving  the  cotton  interest,  it  was 
agreed,  unanimously,  that  cotton  could  not  be  afford- 
ed at  Mobile  at  a  less  price  tlian  8  cents  a  pound — 
that  they  could  hope  to  send  cotton  to  England  no 
longer  than  until  that  country  could  supply  itself 
froni  India,  and  that  there  w^as  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  day  was  close  at  hand.  They  also 
agreed,  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote,  only  three  vot- 
ing in  the  negative,  thai  Ihe  best  rcay  to  benefit  the  cot- 
ton groicers  teas  to  lay  datits  upon  all  imported  manufac- 
tures, in  order  to  secure  a  home  market,  the  only  sure 
market!     And  they  were  right. 

The  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Patriot  has  recently  con- 
tained a  series  of  articles  upon  the  subject  of  domes- 
tic industry,  in  which  the  ground  has  been  taken, 
and  most  ably  urged,  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of 
South  Carolina  to  abandon,  in  part,  the  raising  t»f 
cotton,  and  to  turn  Us  atteniion  to  nrnnufactuiing. 


The  Milledgville  Recorder  has  been  taking  strong 
grounds  in  favor  of  home  industry,  and  has  urged 
with  striking  ability  for  the  past  month,  the  necessity 
of  the  state  of  Georgia  buying  loss  and  manufactur- 
ing more  for  itself  A  recent  number  contains  an 
article  recommending  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
bagging  out  of  the  rav/  article.  We  take  from  it  the 
following  extracts: 

"There  is  cotton  enough  now  in  the  south  to  em- 
ploy all  the  cards  and  wheels  in  the  United  States  for 
100  years  to  come;  and  perhaps  there  is  enough  in 
the  world  to  last  the  whole  at  least  half  a  genera- 
tion, if  it  has  to  be  spun  on  the  common  wheel  by 
hand;  and  yet  we  hear  people  boasting  of  the  won- 
j  derful  economy  they  have  fallen  upon  to  destroy 
I  themselves.  Let  me  ask  the  cotton  planter  in  mar- 
ket, muttering  as  he  does,  that  he  can  only  get  six 
I  cents  for  his  cotton,  how  much  cotton  he  has  on  him- 
I  self  in  his  present  dress;  and  if  he  shall  find  he  has 
!  only  a  few  ounces  cotton  and  pounds  of  other  arti- 
cles for  his  clothing,  what  right  he  has  to  complain 
of  low  prices.'  Can  the  manufacturer  afford  to  lay 
out  capital  in  machinery,  then  employ  laborers,  then 
buy  the  raw  cotton,  then  spin  it  and  lay  the  yarn  by 
him  to  look  at?  This  cannot  be  done  for  a  longtime 
by  the  strongest  companies  that  can  be  formed;  and 
yet  all  this  is  coming  to  pass.  The  farmer  goes  to 
the  factory  to  sell  his  load  of  cotton:  the  manufactu- 
rer enquires  what  part  of  it  he  will  take  in  yarn  and 
cloth,  and  receives  for  answer  that  he  makes  his  ne- 
gro cloth  at  home,  and  for  himself  and  sons  he  buys 
linen  and  broadcloth,  and  for  his  wife  and  daughters 
he  buys  silks.  Can  any  man  be  so  weak  and  silly  as 
to  suppose  trade  can  go  on  any  other  way  than  sup- 
ply and  demand  running  together.-  If  there  be  such 
an  one,  he  is  mistaken.  Cotton  planters:  if  you 
would  expect  the  consumption  of  your  cotton  bales, 
you  must  encourage  the  manufactories,  or  all  will  go 
down  together;  be  you  sure  of  this. 

Let  the  country  rally  around  those  establishments 
that  go  to  advance  the  general  prosperity,  and  stand 
up  manfully;  and  my  word  for  it  in  three  years  you 
will  see  the  south  all  sound,  healthy  and  blooming  in 
prosperity — bagging  made  from  an  article  not  fit  for 
exportation,  thereby  saving  so  much  specie  funds  at 
home,  to  make  a  solid  foundation  on  which  to  build  a 
sound  and  safe  currency.  Let  me  beg  our  farmers 
not  to  stand  folding  their  arms  crying  a  little  more 
sleep  and  a  little  more  slumber;  for  if  you  do,  your 
poverty  will  come  upon  you  as  an  armed  man.  Nov? 
is  the  time  to  encourage  the  factories.  Let  us  see 
that  we  are  all  alive  and  moving  once  more  in  a  souiid 
and  prosperous  direction,  and  Heaven  will  smile,  and 
all  shall  bloom  again  fresh  and  sweet  as  ever.  The 
song  of  mirth  and  healthy  rejoicing  shall  be  heard  on 
every  hill  top,  and  the  plains  shall  be  loaded  with  the 
abundant  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  from  a  thousand 
glad  and  thankful  hearts  shall  daily  offering  be  made 
to  that  Being  who  fills  the  heavens  v/ith  his  glory,  and 
the  earth  with  his  goodness. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas  has  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  letter  from  an  intelligent  Ameri- 
can in  Paris: 

Paris,  ^tk  January,  1842. 

You  speak  of  a  probable"  change,  during  this  ses- 
sion of  congress,  in  your  tariff— and  1  hope  it  will  be 
such  an  one  as  will,  better  than  the  present,  answer 
the  ends  which  our  legislators  have  in  view,  when 
fixing  the  rale  of  duties  on  importations.  The  pre- 
sent tariff  is  eminently  calculated  to  make  bankrupts 
or  rascals  of  every  American  importer — and,  if  con- 
tinued as  it  now  is,  I  doubt  not  both  of  these  results 
will  be  painfully  manifest. 

We  have  this  season  had  submitted  to  us,  samples 
of  goods  entered  by  a  French  house  in  New  York  at 
2,50  per  aune,  which  we  are  sending  to  our  custo- 
mers at  6,.50;  and  you  will  readily  perceive  that  the 
honest  importer  pays  15  cents  per  aune  more  duty  on 
the  article,  than  the  one  who  has  no  regard  for  the 
laws  of  the  country,  or  respect  for  the  solemnity  of 
an  oath.  This  difference  is  in  favor,  too,  of  men 
who  have  no  interest  in  the  country — and,  for  the 
most  part,  such  as  are  without  commercial  estab- 
lishments—men who  speculate  upon  the  inefficiency 
of  our  laws — and  who  are  amply  remunerated 
through  the  incapability  of  some  of  the  appraisers, 
and  the  connivance  of  others. 

I  cannot  understand  how  Americans  can  suffer 
such  a  state  of  things,  and  why  the  merchants  do 
not,  en  masse,  protest  against  it.  Vv'ith  such  a  tariff 
as  could  be  enforced,  1  doubt  not  that  the  home 
manufacturer  would  be  better  protected  if  the  rates 
•were  much  reduced — and,  by  the  same  operation,  the 
revenue  would  be  augmented — while,  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  the  country  would  gain  immensely, 
and  the  native  population  be  put  upon  a  footing 
equally  as  favorable  as  the  foreign. 

1  think  the  cause  calls  upon  your  efforts  for  reme- 
dy— and,  while  New  England  is  imploring  congress 


•J2 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  2,  1842— TRADE  WITH  GERMANY. 


for  protection  of  its  manufacturing  interests,  let  her 
also  exert  herself  in  behalf  of  public  morality.  The 
American  houses,  tliis  season,  have  done  but  a  very 
moderate  business — and  if  affairs  were  left  to  them 
alone,  the  country  would  not,  year  after  year,  be 
flooded  and  embarrassed  with  foreign  importations. 

Foreign  liouses  are  doing  all  the  profitable  busi- 
ness, and  will  not  eventually  fail  to  monopolise  it — 
and  already  a  stranger  visiting  New  York  would, 
from  reading  the  signs  in  the  business  part  of  the 
city,  sooner  imagine  he  was  in  France  or  Germany, 
than  in  his  own  country. 

Americans  know,  better  than  foreigners  can  know, 
the  wants  of  their  country,  and  have  quite  as  much 
facility  of  purchasing  their  goods  abroad,  and  more 
for  disposing  of  them  at  home — but  unless  they  can 
learn  to  cheat  their  own  government  out  of  its  reve- 
nue, as  well  as  those  who  are  not  in  a  position  de- 
manding the  respect  due  to  laws,  they  will  be  un- 
successful. 

An  American  is  disgraced  forever,  and  ruined,  by 
a  discovered  custom  house  fraud — while  a  French- 
man may  continue  in  the  country,  under  such  an  im- 
putation, as  much  respected  as  he  was  before — and 
has  only  to  change  the  name  of  a  firm  to  enable  him 
to  be  forgotten  even  by  the  customhouse. 

THE  TARIFF— LIGHT  BREAKING. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas  says:  We  re- 
joice to  learn  from  Washington,  that  the  committee 
on  manufactures  are  actively  engaged  in  maturing  a 
tariff  bill,  which  will  be  presented  to  the  house  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days.  We  are  not  a  little  pleased  to 
observe  that  the  great  change  which  the  public  mind 
is  fast  undergoing  upon  the  subject  is  not  without  its 
effects  upon  the  minds  of  members  of  congress. — 
Even  southern  men  feel  very  differently  now  from 
what  they  did  a  few  months  ago.  The  light  which 
has  been  breaking  in  from  the  east,  has  not  been  with- 
out its  effects  in  opening  their  eyes.  The  correspon- 
dent of  the  Philadelphia  North  American  writes,  that 
''memorials  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  and 
of  extending  protection  to  home  industry,  continue 
to  come  in.  The  manufacturers  appear  to  be  alive 
to  the  disastrous  consequences  to  them,  attendant 
upon  a  further  reduction  of  the  tariff.  There  can  be 
but  little  doubt  that  from  the  diminished  imports,  con- 
gress win  be  compelled  to  lay  a  higher  rale  of  duty, 
than  was  probably  at  first  contemplated,  in  order  to 
equalize  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  govern- 
ment." 

On  Monday  last,  Mr.  W.  O.  Butler,  a  loco  foco 
from  Kentucky,  preseiited  a  strong  memorial  from 
that  stale,  urging  congress  to  pass  a  retaliatmg  tariff, 
laying  high  duties  upon  the  manufactured  goods  of 
those  countries  which  have  heavy  duties  upon  Ame- 
rican tobacco.  He  was  soon  after  followed  by  a  si- 
milar move  from  Virginiii  herself.  Hon.  Alexander 
H.  H.  Stuart,  viho,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  most 
liberal  and  high  minded  members,  not  only  from 
Virginia,  but  from  any  part  of  the  country,  presented 
a  memorial  from  certain  citizensof  Virginia  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  on  act,  laying  duties  on  imported  iron.  Mr.  Stu- 
art moved  to  have  this  petition  referred  and  printed. 
This  produced  not  a  little  fluttering  among  the  anti- 
discrimination men,  who  met  its  rtccptim  with  the 
same  factious  and  unprincipled  opposition,  which  has 
characterised  all  their  movements  this  session.  But 
they  were  voted  down  by  a  vote  of  92  to  68!  and  the 
petition  was  received  and  referred.  Virginia  knows 
that  she  has  coal  and  iron  as  well  as  Pennsylvania, 
and  will  prtttectand  maintain  those  coHcre/ions  against 
any  anti-tariff  abslractionisls. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Pennsylvanians  poured  in  a 
torrent  of  petitions  in  favor  of  discriminating  duti  s. 

Much  as  we  rejoice  to  see  these  indications  in  con- 
gress, we  are  not  in  the  least  surprised  at  it.  when 
■we  remember  the  indications  of  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  A  correspondent 
of  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  writing  from  Mobile, 
under  date  of  the  5t)i  inst.  says: 

"A  I'reat  change  is  going  forward  here,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  the  south  generally,  on  the  subject  of  protec- 
tion to  home  industry  in  all  its  various  branches. — 
We  are  becoming  more  Jlmnkmi,  and  less  local  and 
selfish  in  our  views  of  general  policy.  We  now  see 
that  we  have  too  long  followed  the  visionary  theories 
of  Calhoun,  McDuffie,  and  others,  which  though 
they  look  well  on  paper,  supported  as  they  are  by 
the  plausible  and  sophistical  arguments  of  those  able 
gentlemen  and  their  worshippers,  do  not  answer  in 
practice.  I-et  me  be,  however,  fairly  under.stood. — 
The  south  is  not  in  favor  of  such  a  taritf  as  will  only 
protect  particular  branches  of  industry,  or  benefit 
particular  localities,  but  one  which,  while  it  protects 
every  American  product,  will  recognise  the  principle 
of  strict  reciprocity  in  trade,  and  retaliation,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  done  without  increasing  the  revenues  be- 
yond the  wants  of  the  government." 


The  Middlebury  (Vt.)  Free  Press,  contains  a  call 
for  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  American  industry,  in 
the  county  of  Addison,  at  the  court  house  in  Middle- 
bury,  on  Thursday,  the  y4th  inst.  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
to  express  their  views  as  to  the  duty  of  congress  to 
afford  protection  to  the  great  interests  of  all  the  pro- 
ducing classes  of  the  country,  against  the  competi- 
tion and  restrictive  legislation  of  foreign  nations. 
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LETTER  FROM   THE   PRUSSIAN  MINISTER. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Jenifer  has  done  me  the  honor  to 
ask  for  my  views  in  relation  to  the  system  of  reci- 
procity existing  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Hanse  Towns,  and  to  the  general  bearing  of  that 
system  on  the  interest  of  the  two  countries,  if  not  in- 
compatible with  my  official  position. 

1  can  have  no  objection  to  state  to  the  hon.  Mr. 
Jenifer  my  private  opinion  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Meir's  letter  to  Mr.  Jenifer  of  24lh  January, 
1838,  shows  clearly,  I  think,  that  the  tobacco  planters 
have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  reciprocity  system, 
by  which,  on  the  contrary,  their  interests  are  even 
promoted. 

Mr.  Meir  says:  "The  increased  demand,  the  di- 
minished expenses  of  transportation,  and  placing  the 
terms  of  sale  and  shipping  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  plant- 
er, constitute  the  three  strong  points  of  benefit  the 
planter  derives  from  the  treaty  of  reciprocity  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Hanse  Towns." 

To  these  arguments  I  beg  leave  to  add  the  follow- 
ing remarks: 

The  fact  of  the  tonnage  of  the  Hanse  Towns,  and, 
more  especially,  that  of  Bremen,  in  the  carrying 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hanse 
Towns,  having  within  the  last  twenty  years  materi- 
ally increased,  cannot  be  denied;  but  it  is  an  entire 
mistake  to  suppose  that  this  is  mainly  owing  to  the 
system  of  reciprocity. 

We  perceive  the  same  change  in  almost  all  the 
European  maritime  countries.  A  state  of  universal 
peace,  which  has  withdrawn  from  the  ship  owners 
of  the  United  States  all  those  advantages  which,  as 
neutrals,  they  so  long  enjoyed,  and  a  general  spirit 
of  improvement  in  the  commercial  policy  of  Euro- 
pean nations,  producing  an  increase  of  enterprise  in 
their  merchants  and  ship  owners,  are  the  natural 
causes  of  this  change;  and,  as  regards  the  great  in- 
crease of  Bremen  tonnage  in  the  carrying  trade  be- 
tween that  city  and  the  United  States,  I  have  men- 
tioned, in  my  letter  to  the  hon.  Mr.  Jenifer  of  April 
9,  1839,  the  chief  cause  to  be  the  emigration  of  Ger- 
mans, who,  owing  to  a  wise  system  of  protection 
against  imposition  they  enjoy  in  the  city  of  Bremen, 
and  to  the  greater  confidence  they  have  in  Bremen 
vessels,  prefer  embarking  at  that  port  and  in  those 
vessels.  This,  indeed,  was  the  leading  cause  of  the 
tobacco  trade  taking  its  direction  to  Bremen,  for  it 
enabled  Bremen  ship  owners  to  carry  tobacco  to 
Germany  at  a  much  lower  freight  than  the  rates,  by 
.  other  vessels,  to  other  ports.  The  Bremen  mer- 
chants who  have  embarked  in  this  business,  are  sat- 
isfied with  the  mere  freight,  without  looking  for  fur- 
ther profit;  whilst,  if  the  tobacco  were  consigned  to 
Germany,  the  commission  would  inrrease  the  cost 
at  least  half  a  cent  per  pound,  and  American  ship- 
pers would  only  buy  at  prices  leaving  a  fair  profit. — 
The  tobacco  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Germany  having  once  taken  this  direction,  another 
efi'ectof  it  has  been  a  decrease  of  50  percent,  in  the 
freight  for  carrying  goods  from  Germany  to  the  U. 
States.  German  goods  are  now  often  shipped  to  the 
United  States  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  create 
funds  with  which  to  buy  tobacco;  these  goods  are  fre- 
quently sold  at  cost,  the  ship  owner  having  no  other 
object  in  view  than  to  earn  the  freight;  he  expects  no 
profit  either  on  the  inward  or  the  outward  cargo;  so 
that  the  present  state  of  things  is  equally  beneficial 
to  the  producer  (planter)  and  to  the  consumer. 
I  Any  legislative  provision  excluding  Bremen  ves- 
'  sels  from  the  tobacco  trade,  or  imposing  restrictions 
upon  them,  would  only  be  in  favor  of  ."American  ship 
owners  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  planter.  Last 
year,  for  instance,  the  freight  from  New  Orleans  to 
England  and  France,  on  Kentucky  tobacco,  was 
from  80  to  100  shillings  per  hogsliead,  owing  lo  a 
;  want  of  competition  by  foreign  vessels  excluded  by 
the  navigation  acts  of  those  countries,  whilst  the 
freight  from  Baltimore  to  Germany  and  Holland  was 
only  40  shillings  per  hogshead.  Moreover,  disturb- 
,  ing  the  tobacco  trade  of  Bremen  would  be  a  very 
dangerous  experiment.  That  city  has  imported  an- 
nually about  30,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco  and  stems 
from  the  United  States,  and  has  thus  become  the 
great  uiart  for  these  commodities  in  Germany;  so 
much  so.  that  even  Austria  and  France  have  made 
I  purchases  'there.  This  is  the  consequence,  not  of 
any  artificial  system,  but  of  natural  cause?,  combin- 


ed with  th«  great  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  Ger- 
man merchants;  and  if  this  state  of  things  should  be 
disturbed  by  legislative  interference,  as  e.  g.  by  cre- 
ating a  monopoly  in  favor  of  American  ship  ownei-s, 
the  tobacco  trade  might  be  materially  injured,  and 
the  United  Slates  might  find  it  difficult  to  secure  an- 
other equally   favorable  market  for  their  tobacco. 

*  *  *  I  beg  leave  on  this  occasion  to  present 
another  remark,  which,  although  unconnected  with 
the  present  examination  of  the  policy  of  continuing 
the  present  reciprocity  system,  may  yet  be  of  interest 
to  the  hon.  Mr.  Jenifer. 

The  tobacco  planters  are  in  hopes  that  if  Ihe  re- 
strictions on  American  tobacco  in  Europe  are  dimin- 
ished, more  tobacco  will  be  raised  in  the  United 
States,  and  higher  prices  will  be  obtained.  Now 
suppose  the  first  to  be  the  case,  will  the  second  ex- 
pectation also  be  realized?  This  appears  questiona- 
ble. In  Venezuela,  when  under  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, the  cultivation  of  tobacco  was  a  kind  of  mono- 
poly confined  to  circumscribed  limits.  Varinas  to- 
bacco sold  at  ^1  and  §1  50  per  lb.  The  opening  of 
the  trade  has  trebled  the  production  within  a  few. 
years,  but  prices  have  declined  in  an  inverse  propor- 
tion, and  the  same  article  is  selling  now  at  about  20 
cents  per  lb.  Here  we  have  an  instance  of  increased 
production,  having  materially  reduced  the  price,  a 
result  which  the  American  tobacco  planter  can  cer- 
tainly not  feel  anxious  to  bring  about. 

It  has  been  urged  against  a  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent treaties  with  the  Hanse  Towns  that  true  reci- 
procity supposed  equal  advantages,  which  could 
not  be  expected  from  the  intercourse  between  a 
country  of  vast  extent  like  the  United  States,  with 
;  16,000,000  of  inhabitants  and  with  numerous  sea- 
I  ports,  and  a  country  of  small  extent  like  the  Hanse 
I  Towns,  with  200,000  inhabitants  and  three  seaports 
{  only,  the  advantage  thus  being  altogether  on  the  side 
I  of  the  smaller,  and  the  disadvantage  on  the  side  of  the 
larger  country. 

Without  inquiring  into  the  accuracy  of  this  reason- 
ing, I  have  only  to  observe,  that  in  weighing  the  re- 
j  ciprocal  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  system  of 
reciprocity  from  the  Hanse  Towns,  it  is  entirely 
erroneous  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  Hanse 
i  Towns  only,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  United  States 
j  on  the  other.  The  former  have  no  isolated  cxist- 
ence;  they  form  part  of  the  great  German  confede- 
racy, of  which  they  are  only  the  outports,  and  thus, 
I  in  drawing  the  above  comparison,  in  order  to  arrive 
I  at  a  fair  result,  the  whole  of  Germany  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  not  merely  the  Hanse 
Towns.  To  separate  the  interest  of  the  latter  from 
the  rest  of  Germany  would  be  the  same  .is  to  sepa- 
rate the  interest  of  one  or  two  of  the  .Xmerican  sea- 
ports from  that  of  the  rest  of  the  union;  the  ports  on 
I  the  Baltic  and  the  North  sea  are  the  outports  of  Ger- 
\  many,  as  New  Orleans,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  N. 
j  York,  &.C.  are  the  outports  of  the  United  States;  and 
I  whatever  the  political  system  of  those  different  states 
may  be,  whether  that  of  a  confederacy  of  stales,  or 
that  of  a  federal  government,  they  form  but  one  na- 
tion; the  name  of  ^Imcricaiis  and  Germans  embraces 
them  all;  they  are  bound  together  by  the  natural  ties 
of  a  common  language  and  of  congenial  habits,  and 
their  cmnmon  interest  forms  their  strongest  bond  of 
union.  All  the  thirty  nine  sovereign  German  States, 
Austria,  Prussia,  Bavaria,  Saxony,  Hanover,  Wur- 
temburg,  Baden,  Hessen,  Brunswick,  &c.  &c.  the 
tfiree  republics  of  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  Liibec  in- 
cluded, with  a  population  of^  40,000,000  inhabitants, 
(those  countries  not  included  which,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  about  26,000,000,  are  governed  by  German 
Princes,  though  not  belonging  to  the  German  confe- 
deracy), form  a  political  conftderacy,  the  object  of 
which  is  the  preservation  of  the  external  and  inter- 
nal security  of  Germany,  and  the  independence  and 
inviolability  of  the  confederated  states.* 

The  Federative  Diet  has  also  the  power  to  regu- 
late the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  diffe- 
rent states;  but  not  having  exercised  that  power,  al- 
most all  the  German  states,  with  the  exception  of 
.\ustria,  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Oldenburg,  Alccklen- 
burg,  Holstein,  and  the  Hanse  Towns,  have  formed 
a  customs-union,  the  principal  object  of  which  was 
to  remove  the  Douanes,  or  custom  houses,  which  be- 
fore encircled  each  of  those  different  states,  to  the 
common  external  frontier,  where  the  duties  are  now- 
levied  for  account  of  all  the  different  governments 
constituting  the  union,  and  afterwards  distributed 
among  them  in  the  ratio  of  population  of  each  state, 
so  that  the  intercourse  between  and  within  those 
slates  is  entirely  free,  and,  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  they  may  be  considered  as  forming  but  one 
large  flourishing  country  with  26,000,000  of  inliabi- 
tan'ts  on  an  area,  of  8,088  German  (geographical) 
square  miles. 


Whcaton's  loieinanoniil  Law,  page  ?6. 
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The  seaports  forming  the  German  confederacy  are 
those  of  the  Baltic  and  the  North  sea.  Only  the 
smaller  part  of  the  trade  of  Germany  with  foreign 
countries  is  carried  on  through  the  former  ports, 
owing  to  their  less  favorable  natural  position  com- 
bined with  other  causes. 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  imports  and  exports 
into  and  from  Germany  find  their  way  through  the 
German  ports  of  the  Hanse  Towns  of  Holstein,  Han- 
over and  Oldenburg,  and  through  the  foreign  ports 
of  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  Antwerp,  and  Havre. 
It  is  the  interest  of  the  interior  of  Germany  to  find 
as  many  outlets  as  possible  for  her  products  and  ma- 
nufactures; the  greater  the  competition  among  the 
different  seaports,  the  more  favorable  will  be  the 
terms  for  sending  the  products  of  German  industry 
and  agriculture  abroad,  and  for.  supplying  the  v/ants 
from  foreign  sources.  Germany  is,  therefore,  by  no 
means  desirous  to  create  monopolies  or  undue  advan- 
tages in  favor  of  any  one  of  the  ditferent  seaports. 
She  is  anxious  that  the  natural  course  of  trade  should 
be  preserved,  unobstructed  by  artificial  impediments; 
and  here  the  interest  of  the  United  States  seems 
but  to  correspond  with  hers,  as  they  also  must  wish 
to  create  the  most  comprehensive  demand  for  their 
products,  and  to  obtain  German  goods  as  cheap  as 
possible. 

There  can  be  no  objection  that  those  sections  of 
Germany  which,  from  their  natural  location  near  the 
Rhine  anil  its  tributaries,  find  it  most  profitable  and 
convenient  to  send  their  exports  and  to  receive  their 
imports  through  the  ports  of  France,  Holland,  and 
Belgium  (Havre,  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam  and  Ant- 
werp) should  follow  this  course;  but  a  glance  at  the 
map  will  show  that  the  natural  position  of  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  Germany  on  the  Elbe  and  Weserand 
their  tributaries,  is  such  as  to  render  it  more  advan- 
tageous and  convenient  to  forward  and  receive  goods 
through  the  German  ports  of  the  North  sea,  and 
more  especially  through  Bremen  and  Hamburg.  The 
Hanse  Towns  are  therefore  emphatically  the  out- 
ports  of  Germany;  they  represent  no  isolated  inte- 
rest; they  are  the  representatives  of  the  commerce  of 
Germany  with  the  transatlantic  countries;  their 
mercantile  houses  are  intimately  connected  with  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  establishments  of  the 
interior  of  Germany;  they  have  a  common  interest, 
they  frequently  form  partnerships,  or  they  are  in  one 
■way  or  other  interested  in  enterprises  undertaken  for 
common  account;  they  study  the  wants  of  foreign 
nations  by  sendirg  agents  and  establishing  factories 
among  them,  and  while  they  try  to  adapt  German 
industry  to  the  wants  and  to  the  taste  of  those  na- 
tions, they  also  purchase  such  rare  products  from 
them  as  they  know  to  be  most  wanted  in  Germany, 
and  thus  contribute  to  increase  both  the  consumption 
of  German  goods  abroad  and  foreign  products  at 
home,  making  the  one  the  necessar>  condition  of  the 
other.  Every  thing  affecting  the  interest  of  the 
Hanse  Towns  affects  that  of  Germany,  and  a  nation 
that  grants  favors  to  or  inflicts  injuries  upon  the 
Hanse  Towns,  thereby  favors  or  injures  Germany  at 
the  same  lime — the  interest  of  the  one  cannot  be 
separated  from  that  of  the  other;  and  consequently  a 
nation  anxious  to  promote  her  commercial  inter- 
course with  Germany  must  abstain  from  all  mea- 
sures that  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  Hanse  Towns. 
It  is  evidently  this  consideration  which  has  induced 
foreign  nations  to  conclude  treaties  of  reciprocity 
with  the  Hanse  Towns,  looking  upon  them  not  as 
small  isolated  republics,  but  as  the  natural  mediators 
and  representatives  of  German  commerce.  If  the 
United  States  were  to  embarrass  the  intercourse 
with  the  Hanse  Towns,  the  consequences  would  be 
that  some  other  country,  Holland  for  instance,  would 
be  benefitted  by  it,  at  the  expense  of  both  Germany 
and  the  United  States;  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  what 
possible  inducement  the  United  States  could  have  to 
adopt  such  a  policy.  On  the  contrary,  a  wise  policy 
seems  to  dictate  to  both  Germany  and  the  U.  States 
rather  to  strengthen  than  to  weaken  their  recipro- 
cal commercial  relations.  They  are  both  countries 
of  great  extent  and  vast  resources  with  a  numerous 
population. 

Germany  requires  large  quantities  of  colonial  pro- 
duce;! no  other  European  country  manufactures 
cheaper  than  Germany, {  and,  above  all,  both  Germa- 
ny and  the  United  States  are  unrestricted  by  any  con- 
sideration of  colonial  polinj^  Germany  has  no  reasons 
to  grant  advantages  to  other  colonial  products  in  pre- 
ference to  those  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Hanse 
Towns  being  emphatically  commercial  towns,  and 


bound  to  the  rest  of  Germany  by  the  same  ties  of 
political  anil  material  interests,  can  have  no  other 
policy  than  that  of  facilitating,  as  much  as  is  within 
their  power,  the  intercourse  between  the  interior  of 
Germany  and  the  United  States.  Not  so  with  other 
countries,  if  the  system  of  reciprocity  with  the  Hanse 
Towns  were  to  be  abandoned,  and  if  the  trade  be- 
tween Germany  and  the  United  States  should  be 
forced  through  other  channels.  Holland  has  her  co- 
lonies; sugar,  coffee,  tea,  indigo,  rice,  tobacco,  and 
cotton  can  be  produced  much  cheaper  in  Java  and 
Sumatra,  than  in  America  and  the  West  Indies,  and, 
judging  from  the  almost  miraculous  increase  of  the 
production  of  these  articles  within  the  last  years,  it 
would  appear  that  those  colonies  have  the  means  of 
producing  any  quantity  they  can  dispose  of  Holland 
is  making  every  exertion,  by  a  system  of  bounties 
'  and  other  encouragements,  to  supply  the  continent  of 
I  Europe  with  her  colonial  products  to  the  exclusion 
I  of  those  of  American  and  the  West  Indies,  and  noth- 
I  ing  would  be  more  opportune  for  her  than  if  the  U. 
j  States  themselves  would  aid  her  in  this  policy  by 
j  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  interchange  o"f 
j  produce  with  Germany;  she  would  certainly  do  no- 
1  thing  to  facilitate  the  importation  from  the  United 
States  of  articles  also  produced  in  her  own  colonies, 
neither  would  American  vessels  participate  in  the 
carrying  trade,  the  intercourse  with  her  East  India 
possessions,  being  almost  closed  to  other  nations  by 
discriminating  export  duties,  which  compel  the  U. 
States  to  draw  their  supplies  of  .Java  coffee  from 
Holland,  and  at  an  increased  cost,  by  double  freights 
and  other  charges.  The  same  is  the  case  with  re- 
gard to  the  exportation  of  German  goods;  all  those 
countries  through  which  they  might  be  exported  to 
the  United  States  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Hanse 
Towns,  viz;  Holland,  Belgium,  and  France,  are  like- 
wise manufacturing  countries,  and  they  would  cer- 
tainly not  facilitate  the  transit  of  German  manufac- 
tures coming  into  competition  with  their  own,  thus 
enhancing  the  price  to  the  injury  of  the  American 
consumer. 

What  inducement,  then,  can  the  United  States 
have  to  abantion  the  system  of  reciprocity  now  exist- 
ing between  Ihem  and  the  Hanse  Towns.'  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  interest  of  their  producer  (planter)  as 
well  as  that  of  .the  consumer  would  suffer  by  it,  and 
it  is  at  least  very  questionable  v/hether  American 
ship  owners  would  be  benefitted  by  it,  as  the  Hanse 
Towns  would  no  doubt  also  levy  discriminating  du- 
ties on  American  vessels.  Besides,  in  order  to  ren- 
der a  system  of  discriminating  duties  levied  in  favor 
of  American  vessels  effective,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  abandon  the  whole  system  of  reciprocity  with  all 
the  countries  on  the  north  sea;  with  Denmark,  with 
Hanover,  (with  which  the  United  States  have  just 
concluded  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  for  twelve  years,) 
and  with  Oldenburg,  as  otherwise  the  object  of  the 
United  States  would  be  defeated  by  the  ships  of 
those  countries  being  substituted  for  those  of  the 
Hanse  Towns. §  It  would  indeed  present  a  strange 
spectacle  to  the  world  if  .\mcric,ins,  so  famous  all 
over  the  world  for  their  skill  in  building  and  navigat- 
ing ves,sels,  and  for  their  spirit  of  enterprise,  would 
ask  for  protection  upon  the  ground  that  they  could 
not  compete  with  German  vessels.  The  amount  of 
German  tonnage  has  increased,  not  from  any  artifi- 
cial cause,  but  on  account  of  the  great  enterprise 
and  activity  of  the  German  merchants.  They  have 
opened  new  and  extended  their  former  relations  with 
transatlantic  countries  from  whence  large  quantities 
of  produce  used  formerly  to  be  imported  indirectly 
by  way  of  England  and  France.  They  have  eman- 
cipated Germany  from  her  former  dependency  on 
those  two  countries  for  a  supply  of  colonial  produce. 
The  time  is  not  so  far  distant  when  England  was  the 
great  entre-pot  of  tobacco,  to  which  the  continent  of 
Europe  had  to  resort,  and  the  planter  and  consumer 
are  certainly  benefitted  in  an  equal  degree  by  the 
saving  of  expense  through  the  present  direct  trade. 
The  cost  of  building  ships  and  of  fitting  them  out  has 
of  late  increased  in  Bremen;  wages  have  risen  from 
eight  and  nine  to  twelve  rix  dollars  per  month,  and 
ship  provisions  have  in  several  instances  been  .sent 
from  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans  to  Bremen,  so  that 
whatever  advantage  Bremen  may  have  had  in  this 
respect  does  now  no  longer  exist.     The  blow  intend- 


ed for  the  Hanse  Towns  would  probably  fall  heavier 
upon  the  interior  of  Germany  than  upon  the  former, 
as  it  would  at  all  events  raise  the  freight,  which  the 
German  manufacturer  and  consumer  would  have  to 
pay  whilst  the  enterprising  Bremen  ship  owners,  if 
I  compelled  to  abandon  their  present  pursuits,  would 
try  to  find  other  means  of  employing  their  vessels,  as 
e.  g.,  by  turning  their  attention  to  the  whale  fisllery 
more  than  they  have  hitherto  had  inducement  to  do, 
by  which  they  would  seriously  interfere  with  the 
American  ship  owner. 

j  Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  a  question 
of  grave  consideration  for  the  German  custom-house 
union,  whether  they  will  renew  the  treaty  of  recip- 
rocity with  the  United  States  as  long  as  no  guaranty 
is  given  for  the  continuance  of  the  present  recipro- 
:  city  system  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hanse 
j  Towns;  for  the  United  States  would  have  it  at  any 
j  time  in  their  power  to  render  the  treaty  nugatory  by 
levying  discriminating  duties  upon  vessels  of'  the 
Hanse  Towns,  the  natural  carriers  of  German  goods, 
lit  ought  to  be  considered  that,  in  case  the  customs 
i  union  should  be  forced  into  a  system  of  discriminat- 
ing duties,  it  would  be  easy  to  distinguish  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  United  States,  such  as  cotton,  rice,  to- 
bacco, &c.,  from  similar  products  of  other  countries, 
whilst  it  would  be  difficult  to  recognise  German 
manufactures  as  such,  when  imported  from  Holland, 
Belgium,  France,  &c. 
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tEuterprising  iiianiiliicuners  of  New  England  are 
now  trying  lo  compete  wiih  the  Briii.sh  in  selling  in  Ger- 
many cutlon  goods,  and  more  especially  twist,  m  whicli 
shape  American  cotton  ischitflj-  inipoi'ed  ilieie. 

t  Ameiicaiis  have  laiely  gone  to  Germany  with  sam- 
ples of  haidware,  cutlery,  pnper,  &c.,  which  can  be 
nianufiiciLued  just  as  good  and  much  cheaper  there 
than  eUewhere.  ■      - 


^  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest 
111  Prussia  if  Ihe-recpiocity  si  stem  with  ihe  countries  on 
the  north  sea  were  tube  abandoned,  as  the  p  iris  of  Priis- 
sii  would  then  become  the  ports  of  iinporiation  and  e.i- 
p.irlation,  and,  as  even  Prussian  vessels  could  then  be 
more  pofitabie  employed  in  the  carrying  trade  between 
the  Uniieri  States  and  ihe  Hanse  Towns.  This  is  so 
narrow-minded  a  policy  that  an  enliiihiend  government 
like  that  uf  Prussia  would  never  lend  ii.s  aid  lo  it,  and 
besides,  what  benefit  would  liie  rest  of  ihe  custom-house 
union  derive  fiom  Prussian  jinrts,  and  Prussian  ves-els 
monopolizing  the  irade  with  ihe  Uniied  Sales,  could  so 
uiinainral  a  stale  of  things  be  brought  about  by  artificial 
means? 
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THE   MUTUAL  RIGHT  OF  SEARCH. 
From  the  Boston  .ililvertiser  of  March  26. 

General  Cass,  in  his  pamphlet  lately  published  at 
Paris,  says,  that  "during  twenty-five  years,  the  Bri- 
tish government  has  urged  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  to  consent"  to  an  agreement  for  the  mutual 
search  of  the  vessels  of  'the  two  nations,  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  other;  "and  that  Ike  application  has 
been  sleadily  repelled  and  pertinaciouslij  repeated." 

This  remark,  we  tljink,  is  of  a  character  to  give 
an  erroneous  impression  of  the  history  of  the  nego- 
ciations  between  the  two  governments,  on  this  sub- 
ject. Negociations  for  the  abolition  of  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade  were  begun  between  them,  as 
early  as  the  making  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  It  was 
stipulated  in  that  treaty,  that  both  parties  should 
use  their  best  endeavors  for  the  accomplishment  of 
that  object;  and  for  several  years  subsequent  to  that 
date,  eflbi'ts  were  made,  not  by  Great  Britain  alone, 
but  by  both  parties,  to  establish  a  concert  between 
them  in  measures  for  carrying  the  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  into  effect. 

In  the  year  1820  congress  passed' a  law  making  it 
piracy  in  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  slave  trade,  as  part  of  a  crew  of  either 
a  foreign  or  American  vessel,  and  subjecting  him,  on 
conviction  thereof,  to  the  punishment  of  death;  and 
in  1S23  the  house  of  representatives,  by  a  vote  of 
131  to  9,  passed  a  resolution,  requesting  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America 
^for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  by  Ihe  consent  of  the  civilized  world." 

A  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  part  of  the  president's  mes- 
sage relating  to  the  slave  trade,  said  in  their  report, 
that  "the  United  States  having  led  the  way,  owe  it 
to  themselves  to  give  their  influence  and  cordial  co- 
operation to  any  measure  that  will  accomplish  the 
great  and  good  purpose,"  [that  of  effacing  the  crime 
of  kidnapping  the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  one 
country,  and  chaining  them  to  slavery  in  another] 
but  this  happy  result,  experience  has  demonstrated, 
cannot  be  realised  by  any  system^  except  a  concession  by 
the  maritime  ponders  to  each  other^s  ships  of  war,  of  a 
qualified  right  of  search.''^ 

In  April,  1822,  anothercommitteeof  the  houseofre- 
presentatives,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  laws  for  the  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  were 
executed,  and  if  defects  existed  in  those  laws,  to  sug- 
gest remedies,  discussed  the  project  of  a  treaty  sti- 
pulation for  a  concession  of  the  mutual  right  of 
search.  They  suggest  limitations  and  regulations 
under  which  such  concession  might  in  their  opinion 
be  safely  made,  and  they  conclude  by  saying,  "your 
committee  cannot  doubt  that  the  people  of  America 
have  the  intelligence  to  distinguish  between  the  right 
of  searching  a  neutral  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of 
war,  claimed  by  some  belligerents,  and  that  mutual, 
restricted,  and  peaceful  concession,  by  treaty,  sug- 
gested by  your  committee,  and  which  is  demanded  in 
the  name  of  suffering  humavity.^^ 

In  compliance  with,  these  and  many  other  expres- 
sions of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  American  people, 
the  American  minister  in  London,  during  the  admin 
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istratjon  of  Mr.  Monroe,  was  specially  inslructeil  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation  forllie  object  here  specified- 
A  convention  was  conclnded  and  sls^ned  at  London, 
March  13,  1834,  bv  Mr.  Rusli  on  the  part  of  the  U. 
States,  and  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  Mr.  Stratford  Can- 
ning on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  it  was 
stipulated,  under  various  restrictions,  and  regula- 
tions "for  the  prevention  of  abuses,  that  the  com- 
manders and  commissioned  officers  of  each  of  the 
two  high  contracting  parties,  duly  authorised,  under 
the  regulations  and  instructions  of  their  respective 
governments,  to  cruise  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  of 
America  and  of  the  West  Indies,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade,  should  he  empowered  under  the 
conditions  and  limitations  specified,  to  detain,  cap- 
ture and  deliver  over  for  trial  and  adjudication,  by 
some  competent  tribunal  of  whichever  of  the  two 
countries  it  should  be  found  on  examination  to  he- 
long,  any  ship  or  vessel  concerned  in  the  illicit  traffic 
of  slaves,  and  carrymg  the  flag  of  the  other,  or  own- 
ed by  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  except  when  in  presence  of  a  sliip  of 
war  of  its  own  nation.  It  was  provided  tiiat  vessels 
so  captured,  should  be  tried  by  tribunals  ofthe  coun- 
try to  which  the  vessels  should  belong,  and  there 
were  various  other  provisions  to  the  extent  of  eleven 
articles. 

This  convention  was  submitted  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  Stales — was  strongly  recommended  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  was  ratified  by  the  senate  by  a  vole 
of  29  to  13.  This  ratification  however  was  made  on 
the  condition  of  certain  alterations  in  it  being  made, 
one  of  which  the  British  government  refused  to  ac- 
cede to. 

The  alterations  proposed  by  the  senate  did  not 
affect  the  main  principle  of  the  treaty,  but  one  of 
them  was  regarded  by  the  British  government  as  de- 
priving it  of  the  character  of  eqna!  reciprocity,  viz., 
striking  out  the  word  "America,"  by  which  the 
right  of  searching  vessels  suspected  of  slave  trad- 
ing, on  the  coast  of  America,  was  prohibiting,  while 
it  was  permitted  on  the  coasts  of  the  West  Indies. 
The  removal  of  this  right  as  to  the  coast  of  Ameri- 
ca, Mr.  Canning,  the  British  secretary,  said,  and  its 
continuance  as  to  the  West  Indies,  appeared  to  im- 
ply the  existence  on  one  side,  and  not  on  the  otlier,  of 
a  just  ground,  either  of  suspicion  of  misconduct,  or 
for  apprehension  of  an  abuse  of  authority.  He  pro- 
posed to  sign  a  new  treaty,  adopting  all  other  amend- 
ments, but  retaining  the  words  "of  America;"  but 
this  not  being  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  our  govern- 
ment, tlie  project  fell  thorugh,  and  we  are  not  aware 
that  any  renewal  of  it  has  been  proposed  by  Great 
Britain  from  that  time  to  this.  It  was  alluded  to  by 
Lord  Aberdeen  in  his  late  letter  to  .Mr.  Stevenson, 
but  he  said  expressly  that  he  was  not  instructed  to 
propose  a  renewal  of  it.  We  would  ask  Gen.  Cass, 
therefore,  whether  he  is  strictly  correct  in  saying 
that  the  application  of  the  British  government  to 
ours,  for  their  consent  to  the  right  of  search  has  been 
either  "steadily  repelled,"  or  "pertinaciously  re- 
peated" during  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

Among  the  29  senators  who  voted  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  with  the  amendment,  were 
Messrs.  Barbour  and  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Benton  and 
Barton  of  Missouri,  Lloyd  and  Mi"lls  of  Massachu- 
setts, Rufus  King  of  Xew  York,  and  Hayne  of  3. 
Carolina.  A  majority  ofthe  senate  were  in  favor  of 
every  part  of  the  treaty,  but  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  being  required  to  sanction  every  part,  the  vote 
on  the  question  shall  the  words  "of  America"  stand 
a  part  of  the  treaty,  was  lost,  ayes  23  nays  20.  Un- 
der present  circumstances  it  is  deserving'of  inquiry, 
whether  the  public  sentiment  would  not  sustain  a 
renewal  of  this  proposition. 
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SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

March  94.  Mr.  Gro/wm  took  the  chair,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  president  of  the  senate,  whose  continued 
indisposiliuii  prevented  his  attendance. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented j^nd  appropriately  referred:  hj  Mr.  filargeon, 
from  Cadwalladcr  Evans,  of  Pittsburg,  stating  that 
lie  had  been  engaged  for  some  yeais  in  perfecling  a 
safety  valve,  which  he  says  has  been  accomplished, 
and  asking  that  it  may  be  adopted  by  the  I'nited 
Slates.  By  Mr.  Btwhanan,  several  memorials  in  re- 
lation to  the  protection  of  home  industry,  and  asking 
a  revision  of  the  tarilf.  By  Mr.  Mrricic,  from  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  asking  a  revision  of  the  tarill'. 

IMr.  Mmiguin,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
estahlishment  of  a  naval  school. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dagby. 

licsaliHil,  That  the  committee  on  niililary  afiairs  he 
instructed  to  inipjire  into  the  expeclienrv  of  creeling 
fortifications  on  the  east  side  of  Uiuiph'in  island  for 
the  pruteclion  of  Uio  harbor  of  the  city  of  Mobile. 


Mr.  Preston  rose  and  remarked  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  resolution  which  he  begged  leave  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  senate.  It  would  lie  over 
until  to-morrow,  at  which  time  he  should  call  it  up. 
Its  object  was  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  the  body  with 
regard  to  the  present  condition  of  the  treasury.  He 
had  been  necessarily  so  much  detained  from  his  seat 
of  late  by  ill  health  that  he  had  not  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  what  was  thought  in  the  senate; 
but  for  his  own  part,  he  would  say  ttiat  his  heart  had 
been  oppressed  and  absolutely  sickened  with  the  ac- 
counts of  distress  said  to  prevail  in  all  parts  ofthe 
country,  to  say  nothing  of  the  embarrassed,  the  dis- 
honored state  ofthe  treasury.  In  submitting  the  re- 
solution he  was  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  a 
sincere  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  congress  to  the 
absolute  necessity  of  some  combined  concerted  ac- 
tion for  the  relief  of  the  country.  It  was  not  his  de- 
sire to  charge  this  or  that  party,  or  this  or  that  policy, 
with  being  the  cause  of  the  present  state  of  distress; 
his  mind  was  too  full  of  grief  to  admit  of  an,y  room 
for  bitterness  or  reproach.  He  would  himself  read 
the  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  actual  condition  of  the  credit 
and  the  finances  of  the  country  require  the  most 
prompt  and  decisive  legislation  on  the  part  of  con- 
gress; and  to  this  end  a  loan  should  be  authorised  for 
an  amount  sufBcient  for  the  present  exigencies,  and 
on  terms  which  will  ensure  its  success. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  there  was  a  bill  on  its 
third  reading,  which  lie  presumed  the' senator  from 
Illinois  {Mr.  Jlc Roberts)  was  anxious  to  have  disposed 
of.  He  alluded  to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"an  act  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,"  ap- 
proved September  4,  1841.  The  bill  was  taken  up, 
and,  after  having  been  read,  on  the  question  "shall 
this  bill  pass.'" 

Mr.  Smith,  arose  and  in  a  short  speech  opposed  its 
passage;  after  which  the  question  being  taken  it  was 
passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YE..\S— Messrs.  /Mien,  Bagl-y,  Pcnion,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun.  Fuho,.,  Heuder.'on,  Kn-,  Linn,  McRuhe  ts 
Porter,  Sevier,  Siiiilh.  of  ConMeciiciit,  Siura-..n.  T..1I 
m  idi;e,  Tappan.  Waluer,  While.  Wilco.<  Williams, 
Woodb'irv,  \Vno\u,  Yoiinij— 23, 

N.\YS— .Me  srs  Archpr,  C-irrow,  Bales,  B-rrien. 
Clioate,  Clay,  Clnyton.  Evans,  Graham.  HuniingtoT,. 
M^inHum,  Merrick,  .Miller,  Morchead.  Phelp.s,  Pre-., 
liss,  Preston,  Rives,  Sinilh,  of  Iiidana,  Woodhrid-f— 20, 

Mr.  Rives  rose  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  re- 
solutions ofthe  senator  from  Kentucky,  (.Mr.  Clay). 
He  expressed  himself  as  pleased  with  the  remarks  of 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston)  in  re- 
lation to  the  necessity  that  existed  for  some  prompt 
and  energetic  measures  on  the  part  of  congress  to  re- 
lieve the  treasury  from  its  present  embarrassments. 
I  Mr.  R.  spoke  at  considerable  length  on  the  present 
condition  of  the  country,  and  the  absolute  necessity 
that  existed  for  something  to  be  done,  and  that 
promptly.  The  revenue  ofthe  country  was  not  now 
equal  to  meet  one-half  of  the  present  expenditure. 
Twice  had  they  been  called  on  to  supply  amounts  of 
some  two  or  three  millions  to  meet  quarterly  deficits; 
and  how  had  these  deficits  been  supplied,'  By  the  is- 
sue of  treasury  notes,  which,  in  some  instances,  had 
been  protested  for  non-payment.  He  understood  that 
treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
had  been  sold  in  this  very  city  at  a  discount  of  from 
three  to  four  per  cent.  And  a  proposition  was  already 
before  the  country  to  put  bonds  in  the  market  for 
whatever  they  wouhl  bring.  Such  a  state  of  things, 
he  said,  was  utterly  incompatible  with  the  honor  of 
the  country  at  any  time,  and  more  particularly  when 
certain  questions  at  issue  might  terminate  in  a  war 
with  one  of  the  most  powerful  maritime  nations  on 
earlh.  He  was  no  alarmist,  and  deprecated  war  as 
much  as  any  man  could  do,  but  it  would  be  idle  to 
say  there  was  not  danger  at  least.  He  hoped  for  the 
best,  but  he  still  thought  it  prudent  at  least  to  be  pre- 
pared for  any  contingency.  It  had  been  justly  said 
by  a  secretary  of  the  Ireas'ury  that  public  credit  was 
the  main  pillar  of  piililic  safety.  The  public  debt 
had  gone  on  with  such  sweeping  velocity  that  it  was 
now  something  between  fifteen  and  twenty  millions 
of  dollars;  and  what  was  the  means  for  its  extinguish- 
ment,' He  knew  of  but  one — and  that  was  to  pledge 
the  real  estate.  No  other  resource  was  left  them  but 
to  suspend  the  distribution  law,  and  to  pledge  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the  public  debt.  In 
his  opinion  public  credit  would  then  be  redeemed 
and  theiiotes  rise  above  par.  It  was  the  only  alter- 
native left  them — the  credit  of  the  nation  was  of  vital 
iinporlancc — if  that  was  sutiercd  to  go  down,  the  cre- 
dit of  the  states  would  still  further  descend,  and  the 
credit  of  individuals  would  be  bound  up  in  the  same 
destiny.  He  considered,  therefore,  that  they  were 
called  on  by  a  proper  regard  for  the-  national  honor 
to  provide  for  the  public  debt.  Willi  regard  to  the 
states,  he  thought  there  could  be  no  disappointment, 
as  they  understood  that  when  the  rcvoiiuc  required 


was  to  reach  beyond  twenty  percent,  the  law  should 
be  no  longer  in  force.  IMr.  R.  continued  his  re- 
marks, glancing  incidentally  at  the  compromise,  and 
the  necessity  for  forbearance  and  harmony,  to  so 
arrange  a  tariff  as  that  it  should  not  trench  on  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  conflicting  interests.  He 
)iad  no  sectional  feeling  on  the  suljject,  but  desired 

'  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all,  and  not  make 
one  a  slavish  tributary  to  the  other.  He  expressed 
the  opinion  that  with  the  public  lands  25  per  cent, 
would  be  sufficient.  The  amendments  which  Mr.  R. 
desired  to  propose  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  read  as  follows: 

i      Strike  out  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  resolutions  of  JVIr. 

!  Clriy,  and  insert — 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  present  embarrassed  con- 
dition of  the  national  finances,  and  at  a  moment  of 
critical  uncertainty  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  it  is  of  paramount  importance  to  the  inter- 
ests ofthe  whole  union  that  the  general  government 
should  have  the  aid  of  all  the  sources  of  revenue  with 

i  which  it  has  been  heretofore  endowed,  for  the  main- 
i  tenance  of  the  public  credit  and  the  elTiciency  of  the 
1  public  service. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
1  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states  hav- 
j  ing,  by  the  terms  of  the  lav/  which  enacted  it,  been 
I  made  expressly  dependent  on  the  continued  limita- 
j  tion  of  the  duties  on  foreign  imports  to  a  rate  not  ex- 
I  ceeding  20  per  cent,  as  provided  for  by  the  compro- 
mise act,  and  it  beiiig  now  apparent  that  the  rate  of 
duty  on  foreign  imports  will  not  produce  revenue 
enough  for  the  wants  of  the  government  without  the 
aid  of  the  said  fund,  the  principles  and  conditions  on 
which  the  distribution  lav/  was  enacted,  as  well  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  require  that  its 
operation  for  the  present  be  suspended. 

3.  Resolved,  therefore.  That  so  much  of  the  act  en- 
titled "an  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic hnds  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,"  approved 
4th  September,  1841,  as  appropriates  those  proceeds 
to  the  states  and  territories  and  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, ought  to  be  suspended  until  the  national  debt 
already  contracttd,  or  v/-hich  may  be  contracted, 
shall  have  been  paid;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the 
said  proceeds  be  set  apart  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  gradual  extin- 
guishment of  the  principal  of  such  debt. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  any  new  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  imports  which  may  become 
necessary,  the  principles  and  provisions  of  the  2d 
March,  1833,  should  be  adhered  to  and  maintained  as 
far  as  practicable,  consistently  with  the  necessary  de- 
mands of  the  government  economically  administered, 
and  with  equal  justice  due  to  every  interest  and  por- 
tion of  the  country. 

Mr.  Preston  here  rose  and  also  addressed  the  se- 
nate at  some  length.  He  had  also  prepared  amend- 
ments. In  the  first  resolution  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  he  fully  concurred,  but  did  not  in  the  se- 
cond and  third,  which  he  should  move  to  strike  out, 
and  also  the  fifth.  He  was  not  then  prepared  to  af- 
firm or  deny  what  would  be  requisite.  It  would  be 
some  months  yet  before  the  subject  could  be  brought 
practically  before  them,  to  be  acted  on  definitely;  he 
might  say  not  until  an  advanced  period  of  June. — 
Meantime,  every  possible  information  could  be  had 
of  which  they  might  avail  themselves.  Whatever 
was  strictly  necessary,  let  it  be  imposed.  If  20  would 
not  do,  let  25;  or  if  that  would  not  do,  let  33;.  But, 
whatever  was  necessary,  in  God's  name  Jet  it  be 
done,  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  present  wretch- 
ed and  degrading  system. 

Mr.  P.  sent  lii^  proposition  to  the  chair,  which  was 
read  as  follows: 

"Strikeout  second  and  third  resolutions  and  insert: 
That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  instructed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  whether,  in  his  opinion, 
the  rate  of  duties  imposed  by  the  compromise  act 
will  afford  suflicient  revefnie  for  the  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  government.  And  that  he  also 
communicate  to  the  senate  what  rate  of  duties,  in  his 
opinion,  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  with  his 
reasons  for  such  opinion. 

"Strike  out  fourth   resolution  (amount  of  twenty 
millions)  and  insert  after  the  word  revenue  'adequate  > 
to  the  wants  of  the  government.' 

"Strike  out  fifth  resolution." 

Mr.  Ctitij  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply,  but  was  so 
hoarse  as  to  be  scarcely  audible.  He  was  understood 
to  say,  in  elfect,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  last  year  had  not  been  more  than  a  million 
and  a  half,  and  would  be  probably  less  for  the  pres- 
ent. And  this  pledge,  which  was  to  do  so  much, 
would  not  even  pay  the  interest  on  Ihc  public  debt. 
He  said  that  the  credit  of  the  country  had  been  im- 
paired by  the   doctrines  which  had   been  so  lavishly 

ui'd  forth  in  and  out  of  congress.  He  thought  that 
the  shock  that  nould  be  given  from  the  instability  of 
legislation  by  a  repeal  of  the  land  bUl  would  impair 
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public  credit  more  than  it  would  do  !!;ood.  His  own 
opinion  was  that  if  a  proper  and  suitable  tariff  was 
laid,  that  would  be  the  best  pledge  that  could  be  giv- 
en. The  great  difficulty  was  the  pressure  on  domes- 
tic capital.  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  reply  in  detail  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Preslnn.  He  said  he 
should  leave  them  very  soon,  and  he  would  be  glad 
if  the  senate  would  adopt  the  first  and  last  of  his  pro- 
positions, the  only  two  he  believed  which  had  escap- 
ed criticism  and  objection,  and  that  the  others  be  laid 
over  til!  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Rircs  would  say  a  word  only  in  reply  to  the 
senator  from  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  opinion 
advanced  that  capitalists  would  see  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  land,  would  not  pay  the  interest.  He 
thought  that  capitalists  would  not  look  to  a  single 
year,  but  take  the  average,  which  bad  been  at  least 
three  millions.  Again,  there  could  be  no  shock  given 
by  the  instability  of  legislation,  because  he  did  not 
propose  fo  repeal  the  bill,  but  merely  to  suspend  it 
until  the  debt  was  paid. 

Mr.  Ifright  ssLtdhe  objected  to  the  first  resolution 
.'jecause  it  would  conflict  with  the  amendment  which 
he  had  offered,  proposing  to  strike  it  out;  but  to  the 
last  he  had  no  objection. 

The  latter  resolution,  which  calls  on  the  depart- 
ments to  report  what  expenses  can  be  reduced,  &c. 
was  adopted,  and  the  others  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beiiien  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  from  the  house  relating  to  the  holding  of  a  court 
in  Jacksonville,  in  the  district  of  West  Tennessee; 
and  after  some  few  remarks  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  over  to  Mon- 
day, on  the  ground  that  the  committees  might  have 
time  lor  maturing  the  business  before  them.  The 
motion  having  been  adopted,  the  senate  adjourned. 

M.\RCH  28.  The  dialr  laid  before  the  senate  a 
communication  from  the  navy  department,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  17th  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  war  steamer  to  be  built  for  the  defence  of 
Lake  Erie. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  i4th,  asking  what  officers 
can  be  dispensed  with,  &c.  The  secretary  answers 
promptly  that  no  officer  can  be  dispensed  with;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  additional  labor  will  be  requir- 
ed to  give  due  efficiency  to  the  department. 

Memorials  and  petitions  were  presented  and  ap- 
propriately referred:  on  the  following  subjects;  pro- 
ceedings of  citizens  of  Windsor  county,  Vermont; 
in  favor  of  rev  ision  of  the  tariff;  manufacturers  of 
window  glass  of  New  Jersey;  citizens  of  Passaic 
county,  New  Jersey,  for  protection  of  domestic  la- 
bor, &.C.;  ropemakers  of  New  York  for  protec- 
tion of  American  cordage;  proceedings  in  Maine  re- 
specting West  India  trade,  in  Arkansas  for  modifica- 
tion of  pre-emption  laws;  from  residents  on  Oregon 
river  asking  extension  of  U.  States  laws  over  Oregon 
territory;  from  citizens  nf  Missouri  for  the  same; 
from  Oswego  coi  nty,  N.  Y.  asking  measures  for  a 
congress  of  nations  to  settle  national  disputes  without 
a  resort  to  arms;  f  om  the  chimber  of  commerce  of 
New  York  for  a  ch;  nge  in  Ih ;  post  office  laws,  which 
will  make  the  govern. .icut  near  its  own  burden  of  the 
postage,  and  that  the  letter  and  newspaper  mails 
may  be  carried  in  separate  conveyances,  and  com- 
plaining of  the  tax  the  mercantile  interest  is  subject- 
ed to;  from  citizens  of  Florida  for  compensation  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  Indians;  from  citizens  of 
Ohio  for  increase  of  duties  on  woollens. 

Mr.  Tappan  in  presenting  the  last  took  occasion  to 
say  that,  in  his  judgment,  there  was  no  protection  re- 
quired beyond  the  20  per  cent,  of  the  compromise 
act;  that  all  the  evils  of  which  the  manufacturers 
complained  resulted  from  the  slate  of  currency, 
which,  if  uniform  and  stable,  would  do  more  for  their 
interest  than  additional  duties. 

Mr.  Young  presented  the  papers  of  Uriah  Brown, 
of  Schuyler  county,  Illinois,  relative  to  his  invention 
of  an  inextinguishable  fire,  in  liquid  form,  which  he 
prays  may  be  patronized  by  government  in  connexion 
with  the  system  about  to  be  adopted  for  the  coast  and 
harbor  defence  of  the  country.  Mr.  Y.  said  that  the 
invention  of  Mr.  Brown  had  been  examined  with 
great  scrutiny  by  some  of  the  most  scientific  gentle- 
men in  the  country,  and  the  practicability  and  utility 
of  his  plan  fully  recognised  and  admitted.  It  has 
been  proposed  at  the  present  session,  by  the  honora- 
ble committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  build,  by  way  of 
experiment,  an  iron  war  steamer,  for  coast  and  har- 
bor defence,  which  shall  be  impregnable  against  shot 
and  shells  of  every  description,  and  consequently  in- 
vincible, no  matter  by  what  degree  of  force  opposed. 
I  also  understand  that  a  sort  of  secret  examination 
has  been  made  of  laie  (perhaps  by  a  committee  of 
the  other  house)  of  a  newly-invented  shell,  said  to  be 
filled  with  comiiustible  material  of  a  peculiar  cha- 
racter, which  may  be  thrown  to  a  great  distance,  and 


with  the  most  destructive  effects,  when  directed 
against  an  enemy.  Rumor,  Mr.  President,  has  said 
that  this  newly  invented  shell  may  be  handled  with 
the  greatest  safety;  and  that  it  is  so  constructed  as 
not  to  explode  until  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  ob- 
ject intended  to  be  destroyed,  when  its  effects  are 
terribly  destructive;  so  much  so,  that  a  single  shot, 
if  well  directed,  may  sink  a  man-of-v/ar  of  the  largest 
class  in  the  British  navy.  Now,  sir,  the  inflammable 
and  inextinguishable  properties  of  the  liquid  fire  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Brown  having  been  fully  tested,  and 
its  practicability  and  utility  sustained  by  the  concur- 
rent testimony  of  scientific  gentlemen  and  practical 
engineers,  why  not  adopt  it  also,  with  other  experi- 
ments ascertained  to  be  practicable  in  the  national 
defence.'  Suppose  this  iron  war  steamer  shall,  upon 
trial,  come  up  to  the  expectation  of  its  friends,  or, 
in  other  words,  prove  to  be  invulnerable;  suppose  a 
description  of  guns  or  mortars  shall  be  used  upon  it, 
suitable  for  the  discharge  of  tliese  newly-invented 
shells,  and  steam  batteries  at  the  same  time  employ- 
ed to  discharge  the  liquid  fire  of  Mr.  Brown's  inven- 
tion, and  what  might  not  be  accomplished  by  this 
terrible  combination  of  destructiveness  in  a  time  of 
war  with  the  most  powerful  enemy?  Why,  sir,  whole 
fleets,  it  would  seem,  might  be  destroyed,  if  it  were 
practicable  to  bring  them  in  conflict  with  such  a  stea- 
mer, accoutred  with  such  an  armament.  Every  prin- 
ciple of  political  economy,  therefore,  would  seem  not 
only  to  justify,  but  absolutely  to  recommend,  the  pa- 
tronage of  Mr.  Brov/n's  invention  at  this  time  by  the 
government,  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  means, 
when  reduced  to  practice,  of  coast  and  harbor  de- 
fence. 

Mr.  King  said  he  desired  to  ofier  a  resolution.  It 
was  known  that  the  occurrences  which  had  lately 
taken  place  in  a  certain  quarterrendered  it  necessa- 
ry, or  at  all  events  desirable,  that  they  should  have 
all  the  information  possible  to  be  obtained,  in  order 
that  congress  might  know  what  steps  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  take  in  the  premises.  Another  object  he 
had  in  view  was  to  show  that  the  Mexican  minister, 
who  had  been  denounced  throughout  tl.e  country  as 
negligent  of  the  great  trusts  reposed  in  him,  could  be 
justified.  He  had  no  doubt,  when  the  resolution  was 
answered,  that  it  v.ould  be  found  that  individual  had 
been  most  unjustly  assailed,  and  that  his  conduct 
would  be  found  such  as  would  meet  with  universal 
approbation  rather  tiian  condemnation. 
The  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows; 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate,  if  not  in 
his  opinion  incompatible  with  the  public  interest, 
copies  of  the  correspondence  which  may  have  taken 
place  between  this  government  and  its  diplomatic 
agents  and  the  government  of  Mexico  not  previously 
communicated;  and  also  copies  of  such  instructions 
as  may  have  been  given  to  our  diplomatic  represen- 
tative at  Mexico. 

Mr.  Preston  said  that  no  doubt  the  affairs  between 
this  country  and  Mexico  called  for  some  speedy  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  congress.  The  resolution  in  ques- 
tion met  his  entire  approbation,  as  did  the  object  it 
contemplated.  He  did  not  generally  regard  asser- 
tions made  in  newspapers;  but  if  they  spoke  truth  in 
this  case,  then  the  minister  had  justly  subjected  him- 
self to  animadversion.  If  he  had  been  all  this  time 
in  Mexico,  without  obtaining  a  reply  to  his  demand 
for  the  American  prisoners,  when  the  British  agent 
had  every  liberty  allowed  and  request  granted — if 
he  had  remained  there,  and  suffered  his  govern- 
ment to  be  insulted  in  his  person,  then  he  should  be 
severely  censured,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had 
done  his  duty,  it  was  due  to  him  that  he  should  be  ex- 
culpated. Mr.  F.  spoke  of  Texas  having  been  re- 
cognised and  received  into  the  great  family  of  na- 
tions, commercial  and  other  treaties  made  with  her, 
and  hence  it  was  right  and  proper  that  treatment  ol 
her  prisoners  should  be  in  conformity  with  the  law 
of  nations.  He  would  remark,  however,  that  des- 
patches had  been  received  from  Mexico  within  the 
last  three  or  four  days,  which  had  been  brought  by  a 
private  express  in  the  incredible  short  period  of  twen- 
ty-one dajs.  These  despatches  would  require  to  be 
read  and  examined,  and  abstracts  made  Irom  them, 
prior  to  any  definite  action.  He  would  suggest  to 
his  honorable  friend  whether  a  sudden  call  might 
not  put  the  department  to  inconvenience,  or  change 
its  action.'  He  would  therefore  submit  whether  it 
had  not  better  lie  over  at  least  until  to-morrow? 
Mr.  King  had  no  objection  to  that  course. 
Mr.  Sevier  congratulated  the  country  that  it  was  at 
last  arriving  at  something  like  national  respect.  He 
wished  the  whole  matter,  however,  might  not  end  in 
words,  but  be  followed  up  by  corresponding  action. 
It  seemed  strange  to  him  that  they  should  have  be- 
come suddenly  sensitive  where  a  petty  jiower  was 
concerned,  while  m  another  case,  where  our  citizens 
had  been  murdered  on  our  ov/u  soil  and  their  proper- 
ty destroyed,' and  where  tiiat  same  power  had  held  a 


portion  of  our  territory  for  half  a  century,  they  were 

content  with  slow  and  silent  negotiation a  power, 

too,  that  did  not  permit  our  citizens  to  go  coastwise 
with  their  property  without  being  robbed  of  it.  Look 
to  our  people  sent  to  Van  DieiTian's  land!  In  place 
of  any  war  talk  on  this  head,  there  had  been  some 
three  or  four  memorials  on  their  tables  humbly  be- 
seeching that  congress  would  ask  Queen  Victoria  lo 
liberate  our  citizens  from  chains  and  degradation.  If 
the  prisoners  have  been  demanded  by  our  minister  in 
Mexico  he  has  done  his  duty,  and  he  prophecied  that 
when  the  correspondence  came  the  minister  would 
be  found  to  have  obeyed  his  instructions  to  the  letter. 
If  the  citizens  had  been  demanded  and  refused,  he 
(Mr.  S.)  hoped  the  subject  would  be  followed  up  by 
something  besides  words,  and  in  a  proper  manner, 
not  only  as  regarded  Mexico,  but  other  powers.  He 
was  sick  and  tired  of  being  told  about  negntiaiion, 
and  never  wished  to  hear  anything  more  about  it. 

Mr.  Preston  then  moved  to  take  up  the  following  re- 
solulion,  submitted  by  him  on  the  24th  instant: 

'■'■Resolred,  That  the  actual  condition  of  the  credit 
and  finances  of  the  country  require  the  most  prompt 
and  decisive  legislation  on  the  part  of  congress;  and 
to  this  end  a  loan  should  be  authorised  for  an  amount 
sufficient  for  the  present  exigencies,  and  on  terms 
which  will  ensure  its  success." 

Mr.  I,!n?i  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  all  af- 
ter the  word  congress,  and  inserting  the  following: 

1st.  To  sustain  that  depreciation  and  declining 
credit  by  a  solemn  and  irrevocable  pledge  of  its  im- 
mense public  domain  for  its  support,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  its  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  redemption  of  the 
principal  of  any  public  debt  contracted,  or  to  be  con- 
tracted, in  any  form  whatever. 

2d.  To  restore  the  just  relation  between  the  pub- 
lic revenue  and  public  expenditure,  so  as  to  limit  the 
necessity  for  a  resort  to  credit  at  all,  within  the  near- 
est possible  bounds  consistent  with  the  public  safety 
and  public  honor. 

Here  a  long  and  animated  discussion  ensued,  that 
lasted  until  five  o'clock,  in  which  Messrs.  Preston, 
Linn,  Barrow,  *^Uen  and  Mangum  severally  partici- 
pated; after  which  the  senate  went  into  executive 
session,  and,  after  a  few  minutes  spent  therein,  ad- 
journed. 

March  29.  Mr.  Graham  of  N.  C.  took  the  chair, 
the  president  being  sfill  indisposed. 

The  presiaent  pro.  tern,  laid  before  the  senate  the 
message  of  the  president  relating  to  the  distribution 
bill.  The  message  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JiJerrick  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  who  represent  that 
the  twenty  per  cent,  charge  under  the  compromise 
act,  has  the  effect  to  destroy  the  iron  manufactures 
of  the  county,  and  ask  for  an  increase  of  duty  in  or- 
der to  protect  the  labor  of  the  country.  Mr.  A'en- pre- 
sented a  similar  memorial  from  fifty  or  sixty  of  the 
citizens  of  the  same  county. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of 
Sparta,  in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  remonstrating 
against  any  interference  with  the  bankrupt  law.  Also, 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron,  in  which  they  ask  for  the 
restoration  of  the  duty  on  iron. 

Mr.  Mei-rick,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  post 
offices  and  post  roads,  reported  a  joint  resolution  ex- 
tending the  use  of  the  franking  privilege  to  es-vice 
presidents  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tappan  reported  a  bill  to  apportion  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  under  the  sixth  census.  Mr. 
Tappan  saw  no  reason  why  the  subject  should  not  be 
acted  upon  at  once,  and  by  the  senate  preceding  the 
house. 

Mr.  King  asked  for  action  upon  the  re-solution 
calling  for  the  official  correspondence  between  the 
agents  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  and 
Mexico. 

Mr.  Walker  made  a  brief  defence  of  the  charac- 
ter of  Powh:ittan  Ellis,  late  minister  at  Mexico,  for 
the  purpose  of  vindicating  him  from  the  charges 
whicli  had  been  preferred  against  him.  The  corres- 
pondence would  acquit  Mr.  Ellis  of  all  blame.  No 
objections  were  made,  and  the  resolution  was  read 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  King  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would  ask 
for  action  upon  his  resolution,  fixing  upon  a  day  of 
adjournment. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  in  relation  to 
retrenchment,  tariff,  ecohomical  administration  of  the 
government,  &c.  Mr.  Wright  having  withdrawn  his 
amendment,  the  question  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment oli'erred  by  Mr.  Rives,  in  relation  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  law'distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  stales  until  the  public  debt,  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  was  satisfied.  This  motion  led  lo 
a  protracted   debate,  in  which  Messrs.    Clay,  Rives, 
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King,  Berrien,  .ircher,  Preston,  Huntington,  Walker, 
and  others  participated;  when,  on  moli"n  of  Mr. 
Smitk,  of  Indiana,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  execntive  business,  and,  after  a  short  time 
■passed  therein,  adjourned. 

M.iRCH  30.  A  memorial  from  the  Harpers'  Fer- 
ry association  against  being  subjected  to  a  military 
instead  of  a  civil  superintendant  as  heretofore — and  a 
memorial  from  citizens  of  North  Carolina  against 
removing  the  arsenal  from  Fayetteville,  in  tliat  state, 
were  presented  and  referred.  ; 

The  bill  lixing  the  apportionment  of  representa-  : 
tion  according  to  the  sixth  census,  was  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  i 
resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Clay;  and,  after  a  protrac- 
ed  but  animated  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Bales,  Clay, 
Rives,  Mangum;  Walker,  fVoodiunj,  Calhoun,  Wright 
and  Preston  participated,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  adoption  of  Mr.  iJitics's  amendment,  and  decided 
in  the  negative  as  follows:  I 

YE  A.S— Me.-isrs.  Archer,  Allen.  Bagbv.  Benton.  Cal-  i 
houn,  Ful:.>n,  King,  Lijin,  McRuberts,  Fresion,  Rivts,  , 
Sevi.-r,  Sniilh  of  Conneclicul,  Sturgenn,  Tapp;.n,WaJk- 
ex.  Wil.ov,  Williams,  Woodbnrv,  VViiiht,  Younc— 21   ' 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Cntes,  Berrien,  ClinaicS  i 
Clay,  Clayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Hnnlincton.  Kerr,  Man-  • 
gnm,  Meriick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porier.  Pren- 
tiss, Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  While, 
Wnodhridee— 22^ 

Some  further  debate  ensued  between  Messrs.  Man- 
gum,  Preston,  King,  Callioun  and  Clay.  After  which 
the  first  and  sixth  resolutions  were  adopted;  the  se- 
cond, third,  fourth  and  fifth  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance;  and  the  remainder  to  the  appro- 
priate committees — retrenchment,  judiciary,  foreign 
relations,  iiost  othce,  &c. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 

HOUSEljF^EPRESENfATlVES. 

Thursday,  March  24.  A  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Everett  to  amend  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  reject- 
ed. Mr.  Goode  made  an  effort  also  to  amend  it.  Mr. 
Weller,  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Mass.  and  Mr.  Howard,  of 
Michigan,  spoke  on  the  subject  and  it  was  finally 
passed  by. 

Mr.  Bolts  asked  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
resolution  offered  by  him  yesterday  and  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  offer  it;  and  asked  the  years  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion, which  were  ordered.  The  resolution  was  as 
follows; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  expendi- 
tures be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  a 
claim  formerly  presented  to  congress  by  Charles  J. 
Catlett,  of  Virginia,  which  by  a  law  passed  on  the 
2d  July,  1836,  "the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
treasury  department  were  authorised  and  directed  to 
settle  upon  the  principles  of  the  ;^cts  of  congress  of 
the  9th  of  April,  1816,  and  3d  of  March,  1817,"  whe- 
ther said  claim  has  been  settled,  and  what  amount 
paid;  whether  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury 
department  allowed  said  claim  on  principles  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  above  referred  to,  or  whether  it 
was  done  upon  the  authority  or  order  of  the  acting 
president  of  the  United  States;  and  if  settled  upon  the 
principles  authorised  by  law,  why  such  settlement 
was  not  made  at  an  earlier  period;  and  if  upon  such 
order  of  the  acting  president,  under  what  law  or  by 
■what  authority  he  directed  the  payment  of  such 
claim,  and  whether  such  claim  was  first  refused  to 
be  paid  on  such  order,  and  by  what  authority  and  un- 
der what  circumstances  the  said  accounting  officers 
ultimately  allowed  it;  and  to  what  fund  such  pay- 
ment was  charged;  and  to  report  any  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances deemed  pertinent  connected  with  the  set- 
tlement of  said  claim. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative: 
yeas  77,  nays  77.  So  (two-thirds  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative),  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Mississippi,  asked  leave  to  ulTer 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  all  information 
in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the  citizens  of  the  U. 
States  who  were  captured  at  Santa  Fe  and  arc  now 
prisoners  in  Mexico;  what  has  been  done  by  our  min- 
ister to  the  government  of  Mexico  for  their  release; 
and  what  answer,  if  any,  has  been  received  by  hira 
from  the  Mexican  authorities. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this  par- 
ticular resolution;  but  if  the  house  gave  way  to  one 
they  must  to  another.  Mr.  Stanly  said  that  ho  had 
an  objinticin  to  this  particular  resolution  at  this  par- 
ticular time.     So  the  resolution  was  not  received. 

Mr.  .Idains  rose  and  asked  leave  to  olfer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,    That    the    following    be    added    lo    the 


rules  and  orders  for  the  conduct  of  business  of  this 
house: 

Whenever  any  member  of  the  house  shall  offer  a 
resolution  of  censure  upon  any  other  member,  neither 
the  previous  nueslion  nor  any  other  rule  of  the  house 
shall  be  construed  or  operate  to  deprive  the  member 
accused  of  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 

Mr.  .fidams  then  rose,  (objection  having  by  made 
by  Mr.  Steenrod),  and  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
By  yeas  99  nays  97,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  af-  , 
firmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended.  | 

Mr.  Meriwether,  from  the  committee  on  public  ex- j 
penditures,  reported  the  following  bill:  A  bill  to  re- 
gulate the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy.  j 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  Iwuse  of  representatives  | 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  \ 
That  no  payment  shall  be  made  to  any  officer  of  the 
army  or  navy,  by  way  of  pay  or  emoluments,  who  | 
may  have  been  or  shall  be  restored  to  rank,  for  the 
time  they  may  have  been  or  shall  be  out  of  service.  | 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  no  olficei;  of  the  | 
army  or  navy  shall  receive  any  other  compensation  [ 
than  the  pay  or  emoluments  of  the  office  which  he  ; 
holds,  notwithstanding  he  may  perform  the  duties  of 
any  other  office  or  appointment. 

The  bill  having  been  read  by  its  title,  Mr.  Meriwe- 
Ihtr  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  that  it  be 
printed.  Mr.  Adams  desired  to  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Meriwether),  if  the  commit- 
tee on  public  expenditures  had  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  reducing  the  army  of  the  U. 
States.'  Mr.  Stanly.  The  committe  had  no  such 
subject  before  them.  Mr.  Adams.  Did  not  the  com- 
mittee consider  themselves  authourised  to  enter  into 
the  iuvestigation.'  Mr.  Stanly.  Not  without  the  re- 
ference of  it  by  the  house. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  and,  with  the  ac- 
companying report,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  pending  question  was  one  of  order.  Mr.  Wise\ 
rose  to  argue  in  favor  of  the  motion  that  the  amend- 
ment made  by  himself  to  repeal  the  land  bill  was  in 
order,  and  so  decided  by  the  chairman.  The  propo- 
sition was  debated  until"  nearly  4  o'clock  by  Messrs. 
Wise,  Carulbers,  Colquitt  and  Cooper,  all  in  favor  of 
the  decision  of  the  chair  except  Mr.  Caruther.  The 
vote  being  taken,  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  re- 
versed by  94  to  71. 

After  further  progress  and  speeches  from  Mr.  Fill- 
more and  Mr.  Wise  the  committee  rose  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  March  25.  Mr.  Calvary  Montis  asked 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
read  for  information: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  constitutional  right  of  every 
American  citizen  to  enjoy  and  express  an  opinion, 
either  by  word,  resolution,  or  petition,  on  all  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  administration  of  our  go- 
vernment; and  if  arraigned  before  any  of  the  tribunals 
of  the  country  for  an  alleged  abuse  of  such  right,  the 
constitution  and  spirit  of  the  government  guaranties 
to  him  the  right  of  being  heard  in  his  own  defence 
before  he  is  tried,  condemned  and  punished. 

Resolved  further,  That  whatever  may  be  our  indi- 
vidual opinions  of  the  doclrins  contained  in  certain 
resolutions  submitted  to  this  house  on  Monday  last 
by  the  hon.  Mr.  Gii/rfiiig-s,  of  Ohio,  we  believe  that 
the  resolution  subsequently  passed  by  the  house,  cen- 
suring said  Giddings  without  permitting  him  to  be 
heard  in  his  own  defence,  except  as  a  matter  of  spe- 
cial grace  and  favor,  denying  him  that  right  which  is 
conceded  to  the  vilest  malefactor,  was  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  his  constitutional  rights  as  an  individual,  and 
and  especially  as  the  representative  of  a  free  people, 
and  deserves  the  just  condemnation  of  every  Ameri- 
can citizen. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  and  Mr.  Hopkins  rose  and  ob- 
jected. Mr.  MoiTis  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tions, and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion, 
which  was  refused.  And  the  question  being  taken, 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  resolntion  oti'erred  yesterday  by  Mr.  BoUs  on 
the  case  of  Charles  J.  Catlett,  of  Va.  having  been 
modified  by  him  so  as  to  omit  the  word  "acting"  be- 
fore the  word  "president"  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Fillmore  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  urgent  ne- 
cessities of  the  treasury,  from  and  after  two  o'clock 
on  Wednesday  next,  all  debate  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  upon  house  hill  No. 
39  shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proceed  to 
vole  upon  the  amendments  then  pending,  or  that  may 
be  ofliirred,  and  then  report  said  bill,  together  with 
such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  to  the  house,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
sooner  reported  to  the  house. 

The  yeas  and  iniys  being  oiilercd  Ihe  rcsoliitinn 
was  carried,  yeas  114  noes  76. 


The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Ward,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair),  and  took  up 
the  loan  bill. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  addressed  the  commtttce  at  length,  in  stat- 
ing the  question  before  the  committee,  upon  its  mag- 
nitude and  importance,  and  afterwards  in  reply  lo 
!\Ir.  Wise,  who  yesterday  had  charged  those  whom 
he  chose  to  call  the  enemies  of  the  president,  with 
the  delay  which  had  been  occasioned  here.  While 
in  his  argument,  the  speaker  took  the  chair  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  a  communication  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  U.  Stales,  which  was  read  as  follows: 
To  the  senate  antl  home  of  representatives  of  tlie  U.  S.       . 

Notwithstanding  the  urgency  with  which  I  have  on  '^ 
more  Ihan  one  occasion  felt  it  my  duty  to  press  upon  ■• 
congress  the  necessity  of  providing  the  government 
w  ith  the  means  of  discharging  its  debts  and  main- 
taining inviolate  the  public  faith,  the  increasing  em- 
barrassments of  the  treasury  impose  upon  me  the  in-  ,^ 
dispensable  obligation  of  again  inviting  your  most|,i 
serious  attention  lo  the  condition  of  the  finances. —  . 
Fortunately  for  myself,  in  thus  bringing  this  im-  , 
porlant  subject  to  your  view,  for  a  deliberate  and 
comprehensive  examination  of  it  iu  all  its  bearings, 
and,  I  trust  1  may  add,  for  a  final  adjustment  of  it,  to  the 
common  advantage  of  Ihe  whole  union,  I  am  per- 
mitted to  approach  it  with  perfect  freedom  and  can- 
dor. As  few  of  the  burdens  for  which  provision  is 
now  required  to  be  made  have  been  brought  upon  the 
country  during  my  short  administration  of  its  affairs, 
1  have  neither  motive  nor  wish  to  make  them  a  matter 
of  crimination  against  any  of  my  predecessors.  I  am  „ 
disposed  to  regard,  as  I  am  bound  to  treat  them,  lu  ,i 
facts,  which  cannot  now  be  undone,  and  as  deeply  in- 
teresting to  us  all,  and  equally  imposing  upon  all  the. rj 
most  solemn  duties;  and  the  only  use  I  would  make 
of  the  errors  of  the  past  is,  by  a  careful  examinatioa 
of  their  causes  and  character,  to  avoid  if  possible  the 
repetition  of  them  in  future.  The  condition  of  the 
country,  indeed,  is  such  as  may  well  arrest  the  con- 
flict of  parties.  The  conviction  seems  at  length  to 
have  made  its  way  to  the  minds  of  all,  that  the  dis- 
proportion between  the  public  responsibilities  and 
the  means  provided  for  meeting  them  is  no  casual  or 
transient  evil.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  one  which,  for 
some  years  to  come,  notwithstanding  a  resort  to  all 
reasonable  retrenchments,  and  the  constant  progress 
of  the  country  in  population  and  productive  power, 
must  continue  to  increase  under  existing  laws,  unless 
we  consent  lo  give  up  or  impair  all  our  defences  in 
war  and  peace.  But  this  is  a  thought  which,  I  am 
persuaded,  no  patriotic  mind  would  for  a  moment 
entertain.  Without  affecting  an  alarm  which  I  do 
not  feel  in  regard  lo  our  foreign  relations,  it  may 
safely  be  affirmed  that  they  are  in  a  state  too  critical 
and  involve  too  many  momentous  issues  to  permit  us 
to  neglect  in  the  least,  much  less  to  abandon  entirely, 
those  means  of  asserting  our  rights,  without  which 
negotiation  is  without  dignity  and  peace  w  ithout  se 
curity. 

In  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  sub- 
mitted to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  it  is  estimated  that,  after'exhausting  all 
the  probable  resources  of  the  vear,  there  will  remain 
a  deficit  of  about  §14,0Un.0UU.  With  a  view  partly 
lo  a  pcrmanant  system  of  revenue,  and  partly  to  im- 
mediate relief  from  actual  embarrassment,  that  of- 
ficer recommended,  together  with  a  plan  for  estab- 
lishing a  government  exchequer,  some  expedients  ot 
a  niore  temporary  character,  viz.  the  issuing  of  trea- 
sury notes,  and  the  extension  of  the  time  for  which 
the  loan  authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session  should  be  taken.  Congress  accordingly 
provided  for  an  issue  of  trcasurv  notes  to  the  amount 
of  $.5,0110,000,  but  subject  to  tli'e  condition  that  they 
should  not  be  paid  away  below  par. 

No  measure  connected  with  the  last  of  the  two  ol)- 
jccts  above  mentioned  was  introduced  until  recently 
into  the  house  of  representatives.  Should  the  loan 
bill  now  pending  before  that  body  pass  into  a  law, 
f<U'  its  present  amount,  there  would  still 
deficit  of  S2,.'300,000.  It  requires  no  arg 
show  that  such  a  condition  of  the  treasury  i 
patible  not  only  with  a  high  slate  of  public  credit, 
but  with  any  thing  approaching  to  efficieucy  in  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs. 

It  must  bi  obvious,  even  to  the  most  inexpe- 
rienced minds,  that,  to  say  nothing  of  any  particular 
exigency,  actual  or  imminent,  there  should  be  at  all 
times  in  the  treasury  of  a  great  nation,  with  a  view 
to  contingencies  of  ordinary  occurrence,  a  surplus  at  ■ 
least  equal  in  amount  to  the  above  deficiency.  But; 
that  deficiency,  serious  as  it  would  be  in  itself,  will,; 
1  am  compelled  to  say,  rather  be  increased  than  di-' 
minished,  without  the  adoption  of  measures  adequate' 
lo  correct  the  evils  at  once.  The  stagnation  of  trade'. 
and  business,  in  some  degree  incident  to  the  derange-' 
iiieiit  of  the  national  finances,  and  the  state  of  Ihe 
revenue  laws,  holds  out  but  liltle  prospect  of  rcliefi 
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ill  tlip  ordinary  I'cmrsc  of  thiiijs  fQi-  some  time  K 
coine. 

Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  deeply  impressed 
"wilh  tlie  necessity  of  meeting  tiie  crisis  with  a  vigor 
and  decision  wliich  it  imperatively  demands  at  the 
hands  of  all  entrusted  with  the  conduct  of  public 
affairs.  Tiie  gravity  of  the  evil  calls  for  a  remedy 
proportioned  to  it.  No  slight  palliatives  or  occasional 
expedients  will  give  the  country  the  relief  it  needs. 
Such  measures,  on  the  contrary,  will,  in  the  end,  as 
is  now  manifest  to  all,  too  surely  multiply  its  em- 
barrassments. Relying,  as  I  am  bound  to  do,  on  the 
rerepsentativesof  apeople  rendered  illustrious  among 
nations  by  having  paid  off'  its  wliole  public  debt,  1 
shall  not  shrink  from  the  responsibility  imposed  upon 
me  by  the  constitution  of  pointing  out  such  mea- 
sures as  will  ill  my  opinion  ensure  adequate  relief. 
I  am  the  more  encouraged  to  recommend  the  course 
which  necessity  exacts  by  the  confidence  which  I 
have  in  its  complete  success.  The  resources  of  the 
country,  in  every  thing  that  constitutes  the  wealth 
and  strength  of  nations,  are  so  abundant — the  spirit 
of  a  most  industrious,  enterprising,  and  intelligent 
people  is  so  energetic  and  elastic,  that  the  govern- 
ment will  he  without  the  'shadow  of  excuse  for  its  de- 
linquency, if  the  difficulties  whicli  now  embarrass  it 
be  not  speedily  and  effectually  removed. 

From  present  indications,  it  is  hardly  doubtful  that 
congress  will  find  it  necessary  to  lay  additional  du- 
ties on  imports,  in  order  to  meet  the  ordinary  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  government.  In  the  exercise 
of  a  sound  discrimination,  tiaving  reference  tn  reve- 
nue, but  at  the  same  time  necessarily  aftbrding  inci- 
dental protection  to  manufacturing  industry,  it  seems 
equally  probable  that  duties  on  some  articles  of  im- 
portation will  have  to  be  advanced  above  20  per  cent. 
In  performing  this  important  work  of  revising  the 
tariff  duties,  which  in  the  present  emergency  would 
seem  to  be  indispensable,  1  cannot  too  strongly  re- 
commend the  cultivation  of  a  spirit  of  mutual  har- 
mony and  concession,  to  which  the  government  itself 
owes  its  origin,  and  without  the  continued  exercise 
of  which  jarring  and  discord  would  universally  pre- 
vail. 

An  additional  reason  for  the  increase  of  duties  in 
some  instances  beyond  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  will 
exist  in  fulfilling  the  recommendations  already  made, 
and  now  repeated,  of  making  adequate  appropria- 
tions for  the  defences  of  the  country. 

By  the  express  provision  of  the  act  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  tlie  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  states,  its  operation  is  ipso  facto  to  cease  so  soon 
as  the  rate  of  the  duties  shall  exceed  the  limits  pre- 
scribed in  the  act. 

In  recommending  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  states  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session 
of  congress,  such  distribution  was  urged  by  argu- 
ments and  considerations  which-appeared  to  me  then, 
and  appear  to  me  now,  of  great  weight,  and  was 
placed  on  the  condition  that  it  should  not  render  ne- 
cessary any  departure  from  the  act  of  1833.  It  is 
with  sincere  regret  that  I  now  perceive  the  necessity 
of  departing  from  that  act;  because  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  expectations  justly  entertained  by  some  of 
the  states  will  be  disappointed,  by  any  occasion 
which  shall  withhold  from  them  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands.  But  the  condition  was  plainly  expressed  in 
the  message,  and  was  inserted  in  terms  equally  plain 
in  the  law  itself;  and  am.idst  the  embarrassments 
which  surround  the  country  on  all  sides  and  beset 
both  the  general  and  the  state  governments,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  object  first  and  highest  in  impor- 
tance is  to  establish  the  credit  of  this  government, 
and  to  place  it  on  durable  feundations,  and  thus  af- 
ford the  most  effectual  support  to  the  credit  of  the 
states,  equal  at  least  to  vvliat  it  would  receive  from  a 
direct  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands. 

When  the  distribution  law  was  passed  there  was 
reason  to  anticipate  that  there  soon  would  be  a  real 
surplus  to  distribute.  On  that  assumption  it  was,  in 
my  opinion,  a  wise,  a  just,  and  a  beneficent  measure. 
But  to  continue  it  in  force  while  there  is  no  such  sur- 
plus to  distribute,  and  when  it  is  manifestly  necessa- 
ry not  only  to  increase  the  duties,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  borrow  money  in  order  to  liquidate  the  pub- 
lic debt  and  disembarrass  the  public  treasury,  would 
cause  it  to  be  regarded  as  an  unwise  alienation  of  the 
best  security  of  the  public  creditor,  which  would 
with  difficulty  be  excused,  and  could  not  be  justified. 

Causes  of  no  ordinary  character  have  recently  de- 
pressed American  credit  in  the  stock  market  of  the 
world  to  a  degree  quite  unprecedented,  t  need 
scarcely  mention  the  condition  of  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  some  of  the  states,  the  vast  amount  of  fo- 
reign debt  contracted  during  a  period  of  wild  specu 
lation  by  corporations  and  individuals,  and,  above  all 
the  doctrine  of  repudiation  of  contracts  solemnh 
entered  into  by  stales,  which,  although  as  yet  appli 


cd  only  under  cirr;im  =  ;nncrs  of  a  peciilior  chnrarter, 
and  generally  rebuked  with  severity  by  the  moral 
sense  of  the  community,  is  yet  so  very  licentious, 
and  in  a  government  depending  wholly  on  opinion  so 
very  alarming,  that  the  impres'sion  made  by  it  to  our 
disadvantage  as  a  people,  is  any  thing  but  surpris- 
ing. Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  imperatively 
due  from  us  to  the  people  whom  we  represent,  that, 
when  we  go  into  the  money  market  to  contract  a 
loan,  we  should  tender  such  securities  as  to  cause  the 
money-lender  as  well  at  home  as  abroad  to  feel  that 
the  most  propitious  opportunity  is  afforded  him  of  in- 
vesting profitably  and  judiciously  his  capital.  A 
government  which  has  paid  off'  the  debts  of  two 
wars,  waged  with  the  most  powerful  nation  of  mo- 
dern times,  should  not  be  brought  to  the  necessity  of 
chaffering  for  terms  in  the  money  market.  Under 
such  circumstances  as  I  have  adverted  to,  our  ob- 
ject should  be  to  produce  with  the  capitalists  a  feel- 
ing of  entire  confidence,  by  a  tender  of  that  sort  of 
security  which  in  all  times  past  has  been  esteemed 
sufficient,  and  which  for  the  small  amount  of  our 
proposed  indebtedness  will  unhesitatingly  be  regard- 
ed as  amply  adequate.  While  a  pledge  of  all  the 
revenues  amount  to  no  more  than  is  implied  in  every 
instance  when  the  government  contracts  a  debt,  and 
although  it  ought  in  ordinary  circumstances  to  be 
entirely  satisfactory,  yet  in  times  like  these  the  capi- 
talist would  feel  better  satisfied  with  the  pledge  of  a 
specific  fund,  ample  in  magnitude  to  the  payment  of 
his  interest  and  ultimate  reimbursement  of  his  prin- 
cipal. Such  is  the  character  of  the  land  fund.  The 
most  vigilant  money-dealer  will  readily  perceive 
that  not  only  will  his  interest  be  secure  on  such  a 
pledge,  but  that  a  debt  of  $18,000,000  or  $20,000,000 
would,  by  the  surplus  of  sales  over  and  above  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  be  extingushed  within  any 
reasonable  time  fixed  for  its  resumption.  To  re- 
lieve the  treasury  from  its  embarrassments,  and  to 
aid  in  meeting  its  requisitions  until  time  is  allowed 
for  any  new  tariff  of  duties  to  become  available,  it 
would  seem  to  be  necessary  to  fund  a  debt  approach- 
ing to  $18,000,000;  and,  in  order  to  place  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  loan  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  I  sub- 
mit to  congress  whether  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  should  not  be  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be  authorised,  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sales,  to  purchase  the  stock,  when  it 
can  be  procured  on  such  terms  as  will  render  it  be- 
neficial in  that  way  to  extinguish  the  debt  and  pre- 
vent the  accumulation  of  such  surplus  while  its  dis- 
tribution is  suspended. 

No  one  can  doubt  that  were  the  federal  treasury 
now  as  prosperous  as  it  was  ten  years  ago,  and  its 
fiscal  operations  conducted  by  an  efficient  agency  of 
its  own,  co-extensive  with  the  union,  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  states,  and  corporations  in  them,  would 
produce,  even  if  they  continued  as  they  are,  (were 
that  possible),  effects  far  less  disastrous  than  those 
now  experienced.  It  is  the  disorder  here,  at  the 
heart  and  centre  of  the  system,  that  paralyzes  and 
deranges  every  part  of  it.  Who  does  not  know  the 
permanent  importance,  not  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment alone,  but  to  every  state  and  every  individual 
within  its  jurisdiction,  even  in  their  most  indepen- 
dent and  isolated  individual  pursuits,  in  the  preser- 
vation of  a  sound  state  of  public  opinion  and  a  judi- 
cious administration  here?  The  sympathy  is  instan- 
taneous and  universal.  To  attempt  to  remedy  the 
evil  of  the  deranged  credit  and  currency  of  the 
states  while  the  disease  is  allowed  to  rage  in  the 
vitals  of  this  government  would  be  a  hopeless  under- 
taking. 

It  is  the  full  conviction  of  this  truth  which  em- 
boldens me  most  earnestly  to  recommend  to  your 
early  and  serious  consideration  the  measures  now 
submitted  to  your  better  judgment,  as  well  as  those 
to  which  your  attention  has  been  already  invited. 
The  first  great  want  of  the  country,  that  without  an- 
swering which  all  attempts  at  bettering  the  present 
condition  of  things  will  prove  fruitless,  is  a  com- 
plete restoration  of  the  credit  and  finances  of  the 
federal  government.  The  source  and  foundation  of 
all  credit  is  in  the  confidence  which  the  government 
inspires;  and  just  in  proportion  as  that  confidence 
shall  be  shaken  or  diminished,  will  be  the  distrust 
among  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  the  de- 
rangement and  demoralization  in  every  branch  of 
business  and  all  the  interests  of  the  country.  Keep 
up  the  standard  of  good  faith  and  punctuality  in  tiie 
operations  of  the  general  government,  and  all  par- 
tial irregularities  and  disorders  will  be  rectified  by 
the  inffuence  of  its  example;  but  suffer  that  standard 
to  be  debased  or  disturbed,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
foresee  to  what  a  degree  of  degradation  and  confu- 
sion all  financial  interests,  public  and  private,  may 
sink.  In  such  a  country  as  this,  the  representatives 
of  the  people  have  only  to  will  it,  and  the  public 
credit  will  be  as  high  as  it  ever  was. 


5iy  own  views  of  the  mca^arcs '■.Tlc-ilai.',''!  lo  effect 
this  great  and  desirable  object  1  i.ove  thus  frar.kiy 
expressed  to  congress,  under  circumstances  which 
give  to  the  entire  subject  a  peculiar  and  solemn  inte- 
rest. The  executive  can  do  no  more.  If  the  cre- 
dit of  the  country  be  exposed  to  question;  if  the 
public  defences  be  broken  down  or  weakened;  if  the 
whole  administration  of  public  affairs  be  embarrass- 
ed for  vN'ant  of  the  necessary  means  for  conducting 
them  with  vigor  and  effect,  I  trust  that  this  depart- 
ment of  the  government  will  be  found  to  have  done 
all  that  was  in  its  power  to  avert  such  evils,  and 
will  be  acquitted  of  all  just  blame  on  account  of 
tliem.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  25,  1842. 

And  the  reading  having  been  concluded — 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed.  When  I  sat  down  I  had 
been  endeavoring  to  explain  the  difficulty  experienc- 
ed by  this  house  in  ascertaining  what  the  executive 
opinions  really  were.  I  had  spoken  of  the  veto  mes- 
sage, and  of  the  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  form  of 
a  bill  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  president.  We 
thought  that  through  the  members  of  his  cabinet  we 
had  at  length  discovered  what  it  was  that  would 
aeet  his  views;  but  the  opinions  of  the  cabinet  have 
ince  been  repudiated  and  their  statements  contra- 
dicted by  the  friends  of  the  president.  And  as  to 
that  subject,  in  what  attitude  do  we  now  stand.'  The 
executive  has  been  called  upon  for  the  plan  of  such 
a  fiscal  agent  of  the  government  as  would  meet  his 
views  of  expediency  and  constitutionality.  His  secre- 
tary has  made  us  a  report;  that  report  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  composed  of  the  pecu- 
liar friends  of  the  president,  and  they  have  reported 
to  us  a  measure  essentially  different  from  the  one  re- 
commended by  the  secretary.  On  their  report  to 
this  house  no  action  has  as  yet  been  had  or  sought, 
or  pressed  in  any  way  upon  the  house  by  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  (Mr.  Cushing)  at  the  head  of  that 
select  committee.  No  effort  whatever,  so  far  as  I 
recollect,  has  been  since  made  by  them  to  remove 
the  delay  of  which  such  loud  complaint  is  made. — 
How,  then,  do  we  stand  "up  to  this  present  writing."' 

But  now,  the  aspect  of  things  seems  to  have  chan- 
ged— the  oracle  has  spoken  at  last — there  is  a  voice 
heard  from  the  very  innermost  recesses  of  the  tem- 
ple— not  now  through  priests  or  attendant  ministers 
— it  is  a  voice  from  Apollo  himself.  Yes,  the  god, 
the  god  himself,  at  last,  has  spoken.  But,  I  ask, 
what,  up  to  this  hour,  has  been  our  position  in  rela- 
tion to  the  charges  I  have  referred  to,  both  in  and 
out  of  this  house.-'  Yesterday  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  was  openly  repudiated  by  the 
friend  and  organ  of  the  president  here,  and  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  openly  charged  with  bring- 
ing it  into  the  house  with  the  express  view  of  dis- 
gracing the  executive  and  his  administration.  Well, 
on  the  most  important  of  all  subjects  which  in  the 
present  attitude  of  our  affaire  can  be  submitted  for 
the  action  of  the  legislature,  that  same  secretary  re- 
ports one  plan,  and'thcse  same  peculiar  friends  of  the 
president  propose  quite  another.  They  do  not  act, 
or  call  for  action.  The  house  has  vainly  endeavored 
to  ascertain  what  it  is  they  do  want:  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  here  we  are,  hungup  between  the  fiscal 
plan  reported  by  a  responsible  officer  of  the  cabinet, 
and  a  different  fiscal  plan  submitted  by  the  friends  of 
the  president  on  this  floor.  Was  a  legislative  body 
ever  so  treated  before  on  the  face  of  the  earth?  As 
matters  now  stand,  with  two  recommendations,  both 
apparently  issuing  from  the  executive,  the  president 
is  at  perfect  liberty  to  disclaim  both;  he  is  responsi- 
ble for  neither!  So  that,  if  we  pass  cither  plan,  and 
he  afterward  chooses  to  veto  our  bill,  we  shall  be 
charged  with  thwarting  the  executive  and  resisting 
all  his  measures — with  not  taking  the  unbuttered 
bread  he  __ofrered  us,  because  we  did  not,  in  truth, 
know  at  which  of  the  two  baits  we  were  to  nibble! 
[Laughter].  Does  his  hand  hold  either?  Who  knows? 
and  how  is  his  oracular  will  to  be  ascertained?  If 
crying  injustice  was  ever  done  to  a  body  of  men  in 
the  world,  these  charges  against  us  of  factious  oppo- 
sition and  personal  enmity  to  the  president  are  tlio 
crudest  and  most  unfounded  examples  of  it. 

On  one  branch  of  our  public  affairs,  the  or.\cle  I 
say  has  spoken  at  last — and  at  a  very  proper  time — 
just  in  the  middle  of  a  subject  like  that  before  us — 
and  when  the  house  has  just  disposed  of  tlie  leading 
question  involved  in  it.  Ay,  while  we  are  engaged 
on  a  measure  of  finance,  the  peculiar  friend  of  the 
president  brings  us  in  an  amendment  to  repeal  the 
land  bill,  and  his  amendment  is  voted  down.  What 
next?  On  the  very  next  day  we  are  told  by  the  pre- 
sident that  we  must  do  this  very  thing.  Why  is  this? 
If  we  are  indeed  bound  as  a  congress  to  follow  in  all 
things  the  v/ill  of  the  executive,  why  was  the  ex- 
pression of  that  will  withheld  till  we  have  chosen  a 
course  of  our  own  directly  the  reverse,  and  then  sud- 
denly brought   forward    that   we    tnay    be   whipped 


78 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  2,  1842— CONGRESS. 


boik,  nnci  the  servile  chain  of  unqnesli'-.niiis  subser- 
viency is  bound  on  our  free  Jinibs'  Yes — and  insult 
is  added.  We  must  not  oniy  submit  to  wear  a  chain, 
but  »'e  must  hold  it  up  to  public  view,  and  clank  our 
fetters  that  all  the  world  may  hear!— so  that  there 
shall  remain  no  doubt  on  any  man's  mind  that,  on 
the  greatest  measure  ever  submitted,  the  national  le- 
gislature is  perfectly  and  absolutely  subservient  to 
the  president's  revealed  good  pleasure. 

To  what  does  all  this  lead?  Why  all  this  obscuri- 
ty, this  uncertainty,  thrown  over  the  wishes  of  the 
president  for  a  time,  till  we  have  received  and  acted 
on  the  recommendations  of  his  secretary,  and  then 
those  recommendations  are  here  openly  repudiated 
by  one  of  his  peculiar  friends,  and  weight  after 
weight  thrown  on  its  progress  through  the  house, 
andthen,  as  soon  as  we  have  acted,  are  we  thus  re- 
buked.' Could  any  thing  have  been  more  artfully 
designed  to  make  the  legislature  unpopular,  and  pre- 
sent a  majority  of  its  measures  openly  disgraced,  de- 
graded, shamed,  before  the  eyes  of  the  people.' 

He  has  spoken!  Yes,  and  what  has  he  said.'  It 
behoves  us  to  listen,  and  to  give  a  true  interpretation 
to  his  words,  if  such  a  thing  be  possible.  What  has 
he  said?  He  has  told  us  that  an  act,  passed  under 
his  own  express  recommendation, distributing  among 
the  states  the  avails  of  the  public  lands,  must  be  re- 
pealed. That,  because  we  lie  under  a  debt  of  seven- 
teen millions,  there  is  no  other  resource  to  escape 
from  our  embarrassments  but  by  taking  this  back 
from  the  states.  While  possessed  of  the  whole  re- 
venue power  with  which  the  constitution  has  clothed 
us,  and  of  v/hich  it  has  in  the  same  breath  divested 
the  slates,  we  have  no  other  earthly  means  to  sus- 
tain American  credit  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  than 
to  take  away  from  the  states  the  lands  which  are 
their  own,  and  which  by  a  lardy  act  of  justice  we 
have  just  restored  to  them.  Yes,  the  self-same  na- 
tion, who,  with  a  population  of  but  three  millions, 
with  its  commerce  broken  up — without  a  govern- 
ment— poor,  naked,  without  allies,  save  its  own  in- 
domitable courage  and  heaven  to  smile  upon  it — 
contracted  a  debt  of  a  hundred  millions,  and  funded  it: 
who  had  a  body  of  land  surrendered  to  the  union  of 
its  states,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  a  fund  from 
which  the  debts  of  the  states  were  to  be  paid  and  its 
credit  restored,  and  which  paid  that  debt:  a  nation 
which,  twenty-five  years  after,  contracted,  at  the  call 
of  the  national  honor,  another  debt  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  millions,  and  paid  that  too:  this  name  nation, 
now  laboring  under  the  enormous,  the  crushing  debt, 
of  seventeen  millions — after  .shuliling  off  all  action  in 
promotnig  internal  improvements,  and  shifting  that 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  states — this  nation  has 
now  no  means  to  raise  enough  revenue  to  pay  off 
these  seventeen  millions,  expended  as  they  have,  in 
part,  been  for  national  objects,  which  are  the  very 
sinews  of  our  defence!  No.  With  all  our  legiti- 
mate and  most  prolitable  sources  of  revenue  un- 
touched,  we  cannot  raise  these  seventeen  millions 
hut  must  snatch  from  the  mouths  of  the  states  the 
residuum  of  that  recently  restored  inheritance  which 
they  permitted  us  to  enjoy  long  after  the  original  ob- 
jects of  the  grant  had  been  more  than  fulfilled.  And 
we  are  called  to  do  this  by  a  state  rights  president! 
And  if  we  do  not  comply,  we  are  then  to  be  de- 
nounced as  acting  from  factious  principles  and  a  de- 
sire and  design  to  "head  Captain  Tyler."  And  the 
friends  of  the  president  e.\peet  to  be  able  to  bolster 
him  up,  and  get  a  party  to  place  him  a  second,  or 
rather  for  the  first,  time  in  the  chair  of  state,  by  dis- 
gracing and  degrading  congress. 

Another  of  our  great  and  leading  measures  was 
the  land  bill;  and  just  as  the  indebted  states  arc  ex- 
pecting a  rich  blessing  in  their  slate  of  embarrass- 
ment from  its  beneficent  provisions,  we  are  called 
upon  to  undo  our  own  work  and  nullify  our  own  fa- 
vorite measures.  What  are  the  advantages  which 
that  measure  would  secure,  but  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  forego?  J  hold  in  my  hand  a  docu- 
ment in  which  those  advantages  are  so  admirably  set 
forth,  that  1  may  be  pardoned  for  quoting  its  elo- 
quent language  and  employing  it  in  place  of  my  own. 
It  is  a  speech  delivered,  if  I  mistake  not,  at  a  plarc, 
somewhere  in  Virginia,  called  Louisa,  and  in  it  we 
are  told  that  old  Virginia,  who  ceded  to  her  sister 
states  a  territory  far  greater  than  the  extent  of  her 
own  boundaries,  is,  through  the  precious  blessings  of 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  to  be  at  length  remunoralcd  for 
her  generous  magnanimity. 

[iVIr.  M.  here  quoted  pretty  largely  from  a  speech 
of  Mr.  rCiw,  in  which  he  speaks  in  very  exalted 
terms  of  the  land  bill  and  its  author.  The  reading 
elicited  many  smiles.] 

This  was  in  '39  the  Virginia  doctrine — the  whig  Vir- 
ginia doctrine;  at  least  if  wc  "may  receive  as  autho- 
rity the  words  of  one  who  was  at  that  time  himself 
good  evidence  of  what  a  Virginia  whig  meant.  Uiit 
now,  so  strangely  have  the  doctrines  of  old  Virginia 


— ay,  of  old  uhi:;  Vir?;inia — ^-hTiijpJ.  Ihat   here  ivc  (■.".nle:!ded    that  lliey    were    proper     and    designed 

see  a    Virginia    whig   standing  up   on  this  flour  and  to  preserve  tlie    honor  and  faith  of  the  nation.     JVlr. 

preaching  to  us  that  of  all   the  whig  measures,  this  W.  also  defended  the  president,  and  said  much  of  the 

land  bill,  which  he  says  is  really  no  whig  measure  at  necessity  of  legislative  control,  and  of  the  propriety 

all,  is  the  most  execrable  and  abominable!     Surely,  of  overcoming  executive  power  whenever  it  should 

surely,  the  gentleman  who  has  for  days  together  been  be   enforced.     The  land   bill   was   debated  at  some 

thunderingforthanathemasagainstthismeasure, could  length.     The   repeal  of  the   distribution  act  was  fa- 

never  in  his  extensive  reading  on  constitutional  law,  vored  for  the   purpose  of  appropriating  the  proceeds 

have  met  with  this  document:  never  could   he  have  to  the  extinguishment  of  the   public  debt.     Our  fo- 

conceived,  surely,  such  doctrines  as  are  here  avowed  reign   relations   were   also   discussed,  together  with 

were  ever  held  in  old  Virginia  by  whigs— ay,  and  by  I  many  other  subjects  relevant  to   the   matter  under 


a  Tyler  whig!  [Laughter.]  Does  the  eloquent  gen- 
tleman from  Accomae  recollect  this  language!  Does 
he  ask  who  could  have  been  so  recreant  to  the  doc- 
trines of  '98.  If  he  does  then  I  shall  have  occasion, 
once  more,  to  say  to  him  as  I  did  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, in  the  words  of  Nathan  to  David,  "Thou  art  the 

But  how  does  all  this  happen?  how  is  it  to  be  ex- 
plained? These  charges,  from  the  quarter  and  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  urged,  become 
matters  of  mighty  moment.  Has  the  state  of  things, 
and  have  the  principles  in  which  we  came  into  pow- 
er changed?  Have  the  relations  of  this  land  chang- 
ed? Has  the.  whig  party  changed?  Has  the  great 
man  who  is  the  author  of  this  land  bill  changed?  No: 
not  at  all.  And  are  we  then  to  be  charged  with 
having  abandoned  the  true  faith  from  our  hostility 
towards  a  particular  mail?  Ah,  sir!  if  we  had  chang- 
ed our  ground;  ah,  sir!  if  we  had  been  found  de. 
nouneing  publicly,  and  per  sf,  the  president  of  the 
United  States;  and  if  we,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
extra  session,  had  denounced  him  and  all  he  did,  and 
Ihen  had  abandoned  our  whole  course,  the  charges 
made  might  rest  with  more  justice  upon  us.  But 
when  we  stand  upon  the  same  high  impregnable 
ground  on  v^liich  we  ever  stood;  when  we  say  the 
same  things  and  hold  the  same  principles  which  we 
said  and  which  we  held  during  our  twelve  years'  ex- 
ile from  office  and  from  all  the  public  honors  of  our 
country,  are  they  who,  with  whatever  views,  have 
gone  over  to  our  adversaries,  to  taunt  us  here  as 
changelings,  and  with  acting  from  love  or  hatred  of 
particular  individuals? 

Mr.  Fiihnnre  rose  and  inquired  of  the  speaker 
whether  there  was  any  project  for  a  tariff  accompa- 
nying the  communication? 
The  speaker  said  no;  all  had  been  read. 
The  printing  was  ordered,  when  Ihe  speaker  of  the 
house  again  called  Mr.  frmifofNew  York,  to  the 
chair,  and  the  debate  ou  the  loan  bill  was  resumed. 
Mr.  Miirshull  resumed  his  argument  where  he  had 
closed  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States.  He  contended 
that  in  all  the  action  of  congress,  in  all  the  debates 
of  congress,  in  all  the  delays  in  congress,  the  pecu- 
liar friends  of  the  president  had  been  especial  and 
prominent  actors.  They  were  responsible  for  de- 
lay, and  had  done  much  to  embarrass  the  action  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Marshall  Sfokc  until  between  three  and  four, 
and  Mr.  Wise  rejoined  after  which  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  26.  The  speaker  announced 
the  following  members  to  compose  the  committee 
heretofore  ordered  to  be  appointed  on  Mr.  Under- 
wood's resolution  to  amend  the  constitution:  Messrs. 
Underwood,  Cinhing,  J.  P.  Kennedy,  Rayner,  Jf.  C. 
Johnson,  Pickens,  and  Shields, 

The  speaker  presented  several  executive  commu- 
nications in  answer  to  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
house.  One  was  from  the  (leasury  department,  ex- 
plaining a  former  communication  in  relation  to  the 
finances  of  the  government.  It  explains  the  rea- 
son of  an  important  error  by  which  the  government 
was  reprrsenlcd  to  be  a  million  and  a  half  in  better 
condition  that  it  really  is.  The  error  occurred  in 
supposing  that  an  amountof  treasury  notesof  March, 
April  and  May,  1841,  bearing  2,  ,5  and  G  per  cent.' 
interest  to  have  been  redeemed,  when  they  were  still 
out.  It  was  an  error  of  one  of  the  clerks  into  which 
the  secretary  was  led  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment. 
The  important  error  has  been  discovered  sufficiently 
early  to  allow  its  correction.  A  report  was>also  re- 
ceived from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  another 
from  the  post  olfice  department  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution asking  for  information  as  to  the  transmission 
of  letters  between  the  Atlantic  cities  by  foreign 
steamers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  loan  bill.  Mr.  ff'urd, 
of  N.  York,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Il'isc,  went  into  a  defence  of  himself  from  the 
charge  preferred  against  him  by  the  chairman  of  the 
rommiilee  of  ways  and  means.  He  denied  that  he 
had   done 


ideration. 

After  Mr.  Wise  had  closed,  the  committee  rose. 
Rlr.  jVorgan  offered  a  resolution  that  hereafter  no 
member  should  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  one 
hour,  nor  more  than  once  on  the  same  bill. 

Objections  were  made,  and  Mr.  Weller  moved  an 
adjournment,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  28.  The  house  having  met,  Jlr. 
^Morgan  moved  to  refer  the  consideration  of  his  re- 
solution on  the  one  hour  rule  to  to-mcrrow,  as  gentle- 
men wished  to  offer  amendments  to  it.  His  motion 
was  adopted.  After  the  reception  of  petitions  chiefly 
in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  commi  tee  of  the  whole  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  ioan  bill. 

Mr.  Gentry  addressed  the  committee.  He  re- 
marked that  as  to  the  expediency  of  passing  a  bill  to 
authorise  a  loan  every  politician  of  every  party  en- 
tertained but  one  opinion:  but  as  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Wuse,  if  he  could  suppose  that  it 
meant  nothing  more  than  it  expressed  on  its  face  he 
would  regard  it  as  absurd  and  rediculous;  but  he 
would  not  do  the  mover  the  injustice  to  believe  this. 
He  believed  it  had  been  offered  as  a  peg  on  which 
to  hang  a  speech  and  nmch  had  been  said  of  a  parti- 
san character,  which  consisted  in  an  attack  on  the 
majority  and  impunging  the  honor  and  character  of 
the  house.  There  was  a  fixed  purpose  on  the  part 
of  the  friends  of  the  president  to  derogate  from  the 
character  of  the  house  in  the  public  estimation.  Mr. 
G.  then  alluded  to  the  late  meeting  at  N.  York  city, 
professing  to  be  of  all  persons  and  parties  and  de- 
nounced it  as  having  been  got  up  for  the  especial 
aid  of  the  president.  He  would  like  to  know  if 
either  Mr.  Ketchum  or  ]\Ir.  Maxwell  conspicuous  at 
that  meeting  were  applicants  for  office.  Mr.  G.  re- 
pelled the  insinuation  held  forth  by  them  that  the 
course  of  the  majority  in  congress  had  been  adopted 
as  a  means  of  securing  the  future  election  of  Henry 
Clay  to  the  presidency.  If  it  were  true,  then  con- 
gress would  merit  all  the  denunciations  and  indig- 
nant feelings  that  had  been  endeavored  to  be  excit- 
ed against  them.  The  whigs  had  preserved  their 
consistency  to  their  principles  but  the  two  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  and  Indiana,  had  voted  with  the 
opposition  on  the  revenue  and  loan  bills  at  Ihe  extra 
session.  Now  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
proclaimed  ex  cathedra,  as  the  executive  organ,  tlnit 
congress  must  move,  and  move  immediately,  and 
move  only  in  one  way,  viz:  into  the  open  arms  of 
John  Tyler,  who  was  inviting  every  thing,  black, 
white,  or  gray,  Turk  or  infidel,  who  would  go  for 
making  him  president,  and    denounced    as   the  only 

alternative  that  congress  must  be  d -d,  all  he  had 

to  say  was,  that  if  the  case  were  really  so,  he  for  one 
would  prefer  an  honorable  political  dantiiation  to 
the  utter  and  open  sacrifice  of  every  principle  for 
which  whigs  had  put  on  their  armor  and  fought  and 
triumphed.  As  to  the  exchequer  project.Mr.  G. 
held  it  to  be  in  direct  conflict  with  all  the  creeds 
heretofore  sworn  to  by  the  president.  The  presi- 
dent might  well  enough  be  » illing  to  take  on  him- 
self all  the  responsibility  could  such  a  measure  pass: 
for  no  sooner  would  it  become  a  law  than  he  would 
be  a  more  absolute  monarch  than  the  emperor  of 
Russia. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  tauntingly  told 
Mr.  G.  and  his  friends  that  they  were  between  two 
batteries,  and  could  not  escape:  that  they  must  take 
what  was  thus  proposed  for  them,  or  go  down.  Well, 
Mr.  G.  preferred  to  plant  himself  dii  the  platform 
of  sound  whig  principles,  and  take  the  shot  from 
bolh  quarters,  rather  than  basely  and  tamely  yield  to 
executive  dictation. 

The  gentleman  previously  to  the  commencement  { 
of  the  call.d  session,  had  been   personally  alienated  I 
from  a  distinguished  man  at  the  other  end  of  the  ca- ? 
pilol;  he   had    thrown  himself  into    Ihe    breach,  and  ■ 
done  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  measures  which  had 
been  proposed  at  the  called  session,  predicting  that 
that   session   would   have  a   disastrous  termination. 
The  gentleman  was  at  that  time  opposed  to  granting 
the  country  any   relief,  unless  it  proceeded   from  his 
own   man;  but  finding   that  he  had  been  eompletely 
foiled  ill  all  his  attempts  to  thwart  the  remedial  me: 


had  done  anything  to  embarrass  or  delay  the  pro-  sures  of  the  party  he  had  abandoned,  ho  threw  hi.n- 
eeedings  of  the  house,  and  threw  the  responsibility  self  upon  the  executive,  imd  made  him  the  iiistru- 
on  others.  He  defended  also  the  amendments  which  mcnt  of  gratifying  the  viniliclivc  passions  thai  Ham  ' 
lie  Had  submitted  to  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  |  cd  within  his  bosom;  and  he  had  contiimed  to  us* 
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him  for  the  same  end  from  that  cay  (o  llii«.  Mr.  G. 
acciuiUeti  the  gcnlleiniin,  reatlily,  iVoiii  all  mercena- 
ry motives  in  liis  political  course.  No,  it  was  not 
from  desire  of  pecuniary  ^ain;  it  'was  to  slake  the 
thirst  of  the  burning  passions  of  his  nature  by  glut- 
ting his  vcngecinoe  on  the  subject  of  this  hate;  and 
for  such  an  end  he  resolved  to  make  a  tool  of  a  weak 
imbecile  president;  and  loo  well  had  he  succeeded; 
too  well  ibr  the  honor  of  the  president,  for  his  own 
character,  and  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  his 
country.-  The  gentleman  bad  vililied  the  whig  party 
as  the  subservi:?nt  followers  of  a  great  political  lead- 
er in  another  part  of  the  capital.  And  suppose  it 
were  true  that  the  party  did  follow  the  lead  of  that 
distinguished  individual.  If  liiey  had  a  leader,  must 
it  not  have  been  he?  And  could  not  a  parly,  united 
in  principles  and  action,  follow  the  lead  of  such  a 
man  as  honorable  and  independent  patriots?  Must 
they  necessarily  be  subservient,  cringing,  sycoplian- 
tic  slaves?  What  would  the  gentleman  have  had 
Ihem  do?  What  conceivable  course  could  they  have 
pursued  to  secure  that  genlleman^s  very  distinguish- 
ed approbation?  When  the  president's  message  ap- 
prized them  that  there  was  a  deficit  in  the  treasury, 
that  the  currency  was  deranged,  business  prostrate, 
and  the  country  in  a  state  of  general  embarrassment 
and  distress,  what  would  the  gentleman  have  had 
them  do  for  the  general  good?  Adjourn  and  go  home. 
But  the  obstinate  whigs  would  not  do  that.  They 
brought  forward  bills  to  relieve  the  government  and 
the  countr}' — a  loan  bill,  and  a  reveuue  bill;  and,  as 
soon  as  they  were  brought  into  the  house,  the  gen- 
tleman encounttred  them  witli  his  fiercest  opposi- 
tion; and  even  when  there  was  a  bill  to  efleci  a  re- 
gulation of  the  currency  and  to  furnish  a  circulat- 
ing medium,  although  the  gentleman  was  the  pledg- 
ed advocate  of  the  measure  proposed,  because  it  did 
not  proceed  from  his  man,  he  opposed  ttiis  too;  and, 
vihen  he  could  not  succeed,  he  tlew  to  the  president 
at  thai  evil  hour  when  he  was  vacillating  between 
the  trumpet  call  of  patriotism  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  dark  muttcrings  of  a  vile  and  selfish  ambition  on 
the  other.  By  that  overpowering  boldness,  that  dar- 
ing courage  which  fears  nothing  and  stops  at  nothing, 
he  obtained  the  mastery  over  his  feeble  mind,  and 
thus  forced  the  country  into  a  state  of  things  which, 
according  to  his  own  declaration,  "postponed  all 
hope  of  relief  for  twenty  years."  And  what  must 
the  majority  in  congress  do  now  in  order  to  secure 
the  approbation  of  the  gentleman?  Crouch  dov/n  at 
the  footstool  of  executive  mercy,  bare  their  backs, 
receive  merited  chastisement  for  not  having  sooner 
complied  with  his  mandates;  and,  having  been  well 
whipped,  turn  round  and  sing  hosannas  to  the  man 
whose  blows  had  cut  them  to  the  bone,  and  humbly 
assure  him  of  the  perfect  meekness  and  submission 
with  which  they  were  ready  to  run  any  way,  go  any 
length,  do  or  suffer  any  thing,  to  merit  the  smiles  of 
so  able  and  so  august  a  master,  and  recompense  his 
fostering  indulgence.  No,  nothing  was  now  left  for 
them  to  accomplish  but  to  preserve  the  country  and 
protect  its  honor.  To  relieve,  it  was,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, beyond  their  power.  He  trusted  they 
should  do  all  that  it  became  patriotic  whigs  to  do, 
and  if  they  must  fall  that  they  should  fall  with  the 
flag  of  their  country  proudly  waving  over  them.  Mr. 
G.  then  referred  to  Mr.  Ifise^s  former  votes  again.st 
all  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
forcibly  contrasted  it  with  his  present  urgency  on  the 
majority  to  make  appropriation  after  appropriation. 
Twenty  millions  were  estimated,  and  the  country 
must  be  made  to  believe  that  president  Tyler  was 
most  anxious  to  provide  for  the  public  safely  but  the 
whigs  would  not  lei  him.  After  Mr.  Gentry  had 
concluded 

Mr.  Rayner  arose  and  defended  the  whigs  and  as- 
sailed th'e  course  of  Mr.  Tyler.  He  also  expressed 
'  his  unwillingness  lo  so  far  benefit  Mr.  Tyler  as  to 
enter  into  a  war  on  the  Creole  case.  He  did  not  re- 
gard it  as  a  justifiable  cause. 

Mr.  Lane  then  spoke  on  the  same  side  and  de- 
Dounced  Mr.  Tyler's  course,  after  which  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Black  hoped  that  the  following  resolution  be 
read  for  information:  And  the  resolution  was  read  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  house,  if  in  his 
opinion  it  he  compatible  with  the  public  interests,  all 
information  in  his  possession  on  the  subject  of  the 
Creole,  including  as  well  the  evidence  of  the  facts  as 
the  official  correspondence  relating  thereto. 

.Mr.  Slanly  objected,  and  renewed  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  the  house  adjourned. 

TuESD.iY,  M.vncu  39.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Black 
for  suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
offer  a  resolution  for  int'ormation  on  the  Creole  case, 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coojjtr  (Mr.  Black  being  ab- 
sent) postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Fillmore  offered  the  following  resolution: 


Whereas  it  is  piMviJed  by  the  act  of  cc;:-|-;\-!S  '-to 
establish  the  treasury  dupiirlmcnl,"  approved  Sep- 
tember the  2d,  1789,  "that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  digest  and  prepare  phins 
for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the  reve- 
nue and  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit,  &.c.  to- 
make  report  and  give  information  lo  either  branch  of 
the  legislature  in  person  or  in  writing  (as  may  be  re- 
quired) respecting  all  matters  referred  to  him  by  the 
senate  or  house  of  representatives,  or  which  shall 
appertain  to  his  office,  and  generally  to  perform  all 
such  services  relative  to  the  finances  as  he  shall  be 
directed  to  perform." 

And  whereas  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his 
annual  communication,  December  20th,  1841,  (Ho. 
Doc.  No.  18,)  slates  that  the  accruing  revenue  is  in- 
sufficient to  meet  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  and  de- 
clares that  "the  state  of  the  national  affairs,  the  dis- 
position of  the_  government,  in  which  it  is  believed 
the  people  fully  participate,  to  put  the  country  into  a 
respectable  stale  of  defence,  and  especially  to  sup- 
port and  strengthen  the  mililary  marine,  all  appear  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  such  increase  nf  duties  on  articles 
carefully  selected  as,  while  the  amount  shall  not  bear 
on  individuals,  by  limiting  their  customary  enjoy- 
ments, nor  oppress  nor  derange  the  general  business 
of  the  country,  shall  yet  supply  the  treasury,  not  ex- 
travagantly or  excessively,  but  yet  reasonably  and 
justly,  for  all  the  great  purposes  of  national  defence." 
And  whereas  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
by  their  chairman,  addressed,  on  the  26th  I'ebruary, 
1842,  an  official  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry in  the  following  words: 

'■^Committee  room  of  ^vnys  and  means,  Feb.  26,  1342. 
"Sir:  1  am  instructed  by  the  commiltte  of  ways 
and  means  to  request  you  lo  communicate  to  them 
any  plan  which  you  may  have  for  raising  the  neces- 
sary amount  of  revenue  for  defraying  tile  expenses 
of  government  by  an  increase  of  duties  on  importa- 
tions, or  by  auction  duties  on  goods  imported,  or 
otherwise;  also,  any  plan  or  view  which  you  may 
have  on  the  subject  of  home  valuation,  cash  duties, 
a  warehousing  system,  or  any  other  matters  inciden- 
tally connected  with  these  subjects,  and  especially 
any  information  which  can  be  afforded  by  your  de- 
partment as  lo  the  particular  articles  imported  which 
will  best  bear  an  increase  of  duty,  and  the  amount 
of  such  increase. 

"As  the  committee  are  now  ready  to  take  this  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  they  would  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive your  views  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
"Respectfully,  yours, 
"MILLARD  FILLMORE,  chairman,  S,-c. 
"Hon.  Walter  Foncard,  secretary  of  the  treasury." 
And  whereas  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
have  received  no   reply  to  the  communication  thus 
made;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quired lo  communicate  to  this  house  the  plans,  viev.s, 
information,  and  matters  called  for  in  the  letter 
above  mentioned  from  the  chairman  of  the  oommil- 
tee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Custiing  had  no  objection  to  a  call  for  infor- 
mation, but  moved  to  strike  out  the  preamble  as  lie 
did  not  consider  it  a  courteous  or  just  mode  of  in- 
troducing the  subject.  Mr.  Fillmore  said  if  the  pre- 
amble were  struck  out,  the  information  of  the  etibrts 
made  by  the  committee  would  not  be  indicated.  Mr. 
J]ndrews  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Steenrod 
moved  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table.  His  mo- 
tion was  negatived.  Mr.  Cushlng  raised  a  point  of 
order.     It  was  overruled. 

And  the  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
The  house  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  resolv- 
ed Itself  into  commitlee  of  the  whole,  antf  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  loan  bill.  The  question  be- 
ing on  the  amendment  otVered  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  the 
amendment  ottered  by  Mr.  Fillmore. 

Mr.  Colquit  alluded  lo  the  discordant  materials  of 
which  the  whig  party  had  been  composed,  and  said 
that  its  elements  were  falling  apart  because  a  mino- 
rity of  it  would  not  yield  to  a  majority.  Would 
whigs  forget  they  had  refused  to  publish  their  creed. 
If  the  "acting  president"  as  he  had  been  called,  had 
been  called  upon  at  Harrisburg  for  his  political  creed 
he  would  then  have  been  told,  "never  mind,  you  are 
against  a  bank,  but  mum  is  the  word."  And  now, 
because  he  adhered  to  the  principles  of  his  youth,  he 
was  denounced.  On  this  question  of  bank  the  whig 
party  had  been  all  things  to  all  men.  They  had  no 
principles  to  bind  them  together.  What  were  their 
so  called  "glorious  principles  of  1840?"  He  would 
like  some  organ  to  publish  them.  In  his  judgment 
congress  ought  not  to  pass  this  loan  bill  without  a 
permanent  fund  lo  meet  the  debt.  The  distribution 
law  ought  lo  be  repealed.  Do  that  and  he  would 
!  uphold  the  loan  bill.  The  pretext  of  this  loan  was 
'  to  make  room  for  a  high  protective  tariff,  and  in  the 
!  present  condition  of  the  country  a  high  tariff  would 
diminish  the  revenue. 


nn  <}•■ 


pielure  (li  the  present  finae- 
ciai  liisiivss.  Our  government  had  the  public  eredi- 
lor  lliundering  at  its  doors,  asking  it  to  pay  100  cents 
on  the  dollar  for  its  promises,  for  which  in  the  mar- 
ket no  man  would  pay  more  than  95  cents.  He  said 
ith  sorrow,  it  was  a  lamentable  state  of  things. 
Mr.  McK.  would  ask  if  the  charge  in  the  presidents 
last  message  which  stated  these  evils  have  not  re- 
sulted from  the  present  administration,  was  true? 
What  was  the  slate  of  the  treasury  on  the  4lh  March 
last?  Mr.  McK.  then  entered  into  a  financial  ex- 
pose of  the  treasury  at  and  since  that  period,  and 
asked  if  the  present  deficiencies  were  justly  chargea- 
ble to  tlie  last  administration.  Relief  v/ould  not 
come  by  raising  the  tariff.  Repeal  of  the  distribu- 
tion law  would,  however,  tend  to  the  restoration  of 
the  country. 

What  was  the  remedy  which  he  would  recommend, 
he  had  asked.  He  would  tell.  The  state  of  New 
York  had  come  up  to  direct  taxation,  and  its  credit 
was  better  in  Wall  street  than  that  of  any  other  state, 
and  he  prophecied  that,  before  ninety  days,  the  stocks 
of  that  state  would  be  at  par.  He  referred  to  these 
things  to  show — and  he  spoke  only  for  himself — that 
we  could  get  through  these  difficulties  and  come  out 
ith  iiying  colors.  Could  we  get  the  money  by  this 
loan  abroad?  He  had  been  credibly  informed  that 
while  the  stocks  of  Spain,  which  he  believed  had  not 
paid  any  interest  for  twenty  years,  were  selling  m 
market  in  London,  ours  would  not  sell  at  all.  Was 
there  any  probability  that  we  could  get  par  for  the 
U.  Slates  stocks,  when  Ohio  stocks  were  sold  for 
fifty  cents,  and  New  York  city  slocks  at  ninety-seven 
or  ninety-eight.  In  addition  to  this  was  the  alarm- 
ing condition  of  our  foreign  affairs.  He  was  no  be- 
liever in  Lord  Ashburton's  mission;  it  would  end  in 
nothing.  It  was  necessary  to  approach  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism.  He  looked 
on  the  present  bill  as  one  which  would  check  the 
march  of  liberal  principles.  Every  cent  they  added 
to  the  burden  of  the  people  of  the<:ountry  was  a  check 
on  liberal  principles. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  said  he  felt  a  particular 
desire,  in  consequence  of  allegations  made  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor  of  the  deep  indebtedness  of  this 
government  of  the  present  administration,  to  recur 
lo  the  facts;  and,  by  reference  to  various  documents, 
proceeded  to  estimate  the  amount  of  debt  left  by  the 
administration  of  .Mr.  Van  Buren,  by  means,  of  com- 
paring the  aggregate  expenditure  of  government  dur- 
ing that  administration  with  the  income  for  the  time. 
The  former  he  placed  at  $115,614,000,  and  the  latter 
at  110,737,000,  showing  an  amount  of  indebtedness 
left  by  that  administration  of  about  $4,877,000;  and 
this  he  considered  a  mode  of  compulation  that  could 
not  be  disputed. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  charge  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stanly),  that  the 
appropiations  during  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration 
had  exceeded  the  estimates,  and  proceeded  to  argue 
at  some  length,  by  reference  to  doicuments,  the  falsi- 
ty of  this  charge.  He  also  referred  to  Mr.  Ewing's 
report,  and  to  the  report  made  to  the  senate  this  ses- 
sion from  the  treasury  department,  to  show  the  amount 
of  public  debt  at  the  commencement  of  this  adminis- 
tration; from  ail  which  he  concluded  that  lliat  amount 
was  but  little  more  than  four  millions. 

He  then,  examined  the  matter  of  conducting  the 
finances  adopted  by  the  present  administration, 
charging  the  whig  parly  which  abandonment  of  their 
principles,  disregard  of  their  professions  of  economy, 
and,  while  the  revenue  was  constantly  decreasing, 
with  an  increase  of  expenditures  overthe  latterycars 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  &c.  &o. 

Mr.  Smith  having  concluded  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  house  a.Ijourned. 

Wednesday,  M.4rcii  30.  The  discussion  on  the 
loan  bill  was  resumed  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  ^Ilherton  addressed  the  committee  at  consider- 
able length,  in  vindication  of  reserving  the  proceeds 
of  ihe  public  lands  instead  of  distributing  them;  and 
against  the  rule  of  proceeding  under  which  the  ques- 
tion on  the  hill  was  precipitated. 

The  hour  of  two  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  chair- 
man announced  that  under  the  order  of  I  he  25th  inst. 
the  committee  were  now  to  proceed  to  vote  upon  the 
amendments  that  were  pending. 

.Mr.  IVise  modified  his  amendment  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Jlr.  Sprigg — and  the  question  was  taken  on 
adopting  the  amendment — ayes  6J,  nays  90. 

A  great  variety  of  propositions,  slighlly  varying 
from  the  original  one  offered  by  Mr.  li'ise,  were  now 
successively  moved  by  other  members  and  negatived 
by  like  majorities.  Many  other  amendments  to  other 
portions  of  the  bill  we're  proposed,  and  also  voted 
down. 

The  previous  question  was  finally  called  by  Mr. 
IVm.  Cost  Johnson,  before  takiug,  which  the  house  ad- 
journed. 
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Alabama  tariff  conven-tion  At  a  convention 
of  the  southern  planters,  held  at  Mobile  Alahama  to 
°Q  take  into  con^deration  the  best  method  of  .m prov- 
ing the  cotton  interests,  ilwf  ^S^ed  unanimously 
thit  cotton  could  not  be  afforded  at  Mobile  at  a  less 
price  than  eight  cents  a  pound-that  they  could  hope 
to  send  cotton  to  England  no  longer  than  unt'  "!'''• 
country  could  supply  itself  from  India  and  that  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  day  was  close 
at  hand  They  also  agreed,  by  a  nearly  unanimous 
vote  only  three  voting  in  the  negative,  1/ml  llu  best 
■wmi  \o  benefit  the  cotton  growers  xccis  to  lay  duties  upon 
all  imported  immufMtures,  in  order  to  secure  a  home 
,.  m,irket,  the  only  sure  market!  They  also  proposed 
holding  a  convention  of  all  the  planters  of  that  slate, 
at  Tuscaloosa,  for  the  same  purpose. 

[Lynch.  Virginian. 

Armort  at  Harpers'  Ferrv.  The  citizens  at 
this  place  have  protested  against  the  military  super- 
inteiidance  substituted  more  than  a  year  ago  for  the 
civil  superintendency  and  more  than  200  workmen 
visited  Washington  city,  on  March  24  to  lay  their  grie- 
vances before  the  proper  authorities. 

Armv  movement.  The  president,  .says  the  Madi- 
sonian,  has  directed  the  movement  of  eight  hundred 
infantrv  and  of  nearly  four  hundred  dragoons  to  the 


■    savs    "F'-w  nmsons   now  receive  Arkansas   o. -i  pi  i  ce..i,  -i. -.i.  .■   j-v-  -«. 

'     ■•  '   '■""■"  RrooeIsl.sd.     The  constitution  of  the  legal  con- 

vention in  this  stale  has  been  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 


ixinlc  paper  ex'-ept  at 'a  discount  of  one-half." 

In  review  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  that 
state  which  appears  in  the  same  paper,  over  the  sig- 
nature of  R.  C.  Bijrd,  strongly  urges  the  whole  ot 
the  banks  of  the  state  to  go  into  a  state  of  liquida- 
tion. He  says,  "It  is  not  right  to  disguise  the  true_ 
condition  of  our  banks;  and  I  assert,  without  fear  ol 
successful  contradiction,  that  not  a  suspended  bank 
in  the  state  is  able  to  pav  her  interest  and  resume 
the  payment  of  specie  on  her  notes,  or  iciU  be  m  the 
next  five  years  to  come,  if  ever.  Count  a  1  tlieir  specie, 
their  bills  receivable,  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  bank- 
in-^  houses,  &c.,  and  you  will  find,  (taking  all  to  be 
mSney),  that  the  stale  has  made  nothing,  or  but  a 
very  small  amount,  bv  her  banking  operations.  But 
deduct  the  bad,  and  iialf  the  doubtful  debts,  and  she 
will  be  S150,000  minus.  To  arrive  at  this  delecta- 
ble state  of  bank  prosperity,  has  required  four  years 
only  with  a  specie  capital  to  begin  on  of  $1,500,000. 
What  are  our  prospects  for  the  next  four  years,  with 
neither  specie,  nor  credit  at  home  nor  abroad,  if  we 
must  still  bank.-" 

We    understand    that  Mr. 


Providence  county,     2,570 


Newport 
Kent 
Bristol 
Washington 


1.459 
784 
683 

1,181 

6,677 


Against. 

5>43 
516 
838 
238 
813 

7,748 
6,677 

1,071 


Majority  against. 
The  Providence  Journal  says:  That  the  people 
were  told  that  by  voting  down  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion the  "people's  constitution"  would  become  the 
paramount  law;  they  will  now  see  what  truth  there 
is  in  the  predictions"  and  promises  of  their  leaders. — 
A  majority  of  the  people  of  this  state  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  two  years  resident  in  the  state, 
have  rejected  a  constitution  which  provided  a  liberal 
extension  of  suffrage.  It  now  remains  to  be  decided 
what  reforms  are  necessary    in   the  present  govern- 


Indiana   State    Bank.      ■■-     .  .. 

Merrill  the  president  of  the  bank,  is  now  visiting  |  „hat  reforms  are  necessary  in  me  presem  s^'J' 
the  different  branches  in  the  slate,  ascertaining  their  jment,  and  in  what  way  they  can  be  best  earned  le- 
situation  and  preparing  them  for  resumption.  It  is  |  gaily  into  effect.  In  the  meantime,'iwe  fall  back  Ujpon 
said  he  is  also  taking  up  all  the  Indiana  bank  bills  he  j  the  old  charter,  wliich  has  carried  the  state  safely 
o  tne    can   find    either  with    brokers  or  business    men,  and  i  through  worse  trials  than  those  which  now  threaten 

iniaiitij  ».."  "'  .---J  :;"   r,„j    uivpr      This!  ravine  for  them  with    Kentucky  or   southern  funds.  ]  jt.     The  general  assembly  will  meet  in  this  city  next 

vacinityof  rorlTowsonon    he  Red    |'\'='^     \^;' ;  ft -,,,,3*' been  stated  to  us   that  our   banks  are  paying  .Monday, 
reinforcement  to  the  t™0P^_?l^^^dy_.n  ^>^^t,  J^-/^^^^  {  ^_,^^.^  ^„„  „„  ,„,.,„  ,^^,  [^,  the  accommodation  of  \     ^J  ^^^^ 


the  con  est  and  from  crossing  the  boundary  between  i  be  httle  or  nothing  m  '=''^'="^„\3.^^,T  ^  "''.^^^^''P'  preventatives  a  report  which  states  that  the  commit- 
U3  and  Texas   on  any   pretext  whatever:  and  he   is  !  Indiana  treasury  notes.  [B,oolvMe  (la.)  Aner.      \  V^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^.^^^  ^^  ^_^^.^^,^   ^,,j  ^^^^|.^,, 

especially  charged  to  afford  adequate  protection  and  |  pf,.i.TON.  A  well  written  article  upon  the  subject  :  consideration:  and  believing  the  distribution  law  to 
security  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier.  It  is  be-  j^f  ^),g  ^.^jton  trade  will  be  found  under  the  national  |  be  unjust,  improper  and  unconstitutional,  that  it 
lieved  that  the  force  under  his  command  will  be  am-   [jg^j  j„  (^,jg  number.  !  ought  to  be  repealed;  with   a  single  exception,  the 

pie  for  these  purposes,  controlled  as  they  will  be  by  j      ^  number  of  the  cotton  factories  in  and  around  '  committee  were  unanimous  in  its  conclusions  and  po- 
an  otlicer  of  acknowledged  ability,  experience  and    Philadelphia  have  stopped— and  others  are  expected   sitions." 
discretion."     Gen    Gaines  has  left  Washington  for    ^^  j„  ,„.  |      ^_^^    ^^^^^^    ^^^^       ^^^  ^^   ^^^    ,^j.^ 

the  southwestern  frontier.  ^,,g  Liverpool  Albion  of  the  28th  February,  says:   steamer  from  Calcutta  to  Suez,  with  its  results,  is 

The  brig  Char  es  Wirgman  arrived   at   New   Or- ;  1    ^^.^  ^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  23    gg    ^^^  steamer  iromoa  , 

leans  on  the  9'V:4'rIndT— 1es  o?the  efb  ^egi-  P'ies,  nearly  wholly  from  the  United  States,  4U,8L6  ^^  .'eTimefc^ItpTed  was  exactly  a  month,  stS^ping 
the  f"   °«;'"S  °5'=,^Pf^'^,^.°'JP^t^^  .  bales.     The  large  supplies  of  cotton  pouring  in,  and         ^j  j         Cejlo.i   Aden,  and   Suez;  that  the  whole 

ment  United  Slates  infantry ,  on  their  way  to  jener     ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  _^^j.^.^^,  .^  j,^^  j^_^^^,^j  (.^^  manufactured    di.i^,,^^  is^bout  4  900  miles,  and  that  the  rate  of  go- 
son  barracks,  Mo.  ,     -r    ,        „  1  products,  induce  the  consumers  to  continue  a  cau-    ;„„  ^vera^-ed  190  miles  aday.     Her  stoppages  on  tlie 
Wm.   Hoffman,   major   6th    inlantry;  I..    jJq,,^  pgij^Y  ;„  purchasing  cotton,  and  we  have,  con-    ^.^^^^  caused  a  loss  of  six  days.     The  letters  brought 

,'e  been  delivered  in  London  in  forty 
cijj.ii  uaia  .,„„■  Calcutta,  which,  it  seems,  w;^as  the 

t   o^  ii»,,t»n     '""""■■' --   --    ;-      -    ,,       exact  time  consumed  in  the  instance  of  the  Novem- 

V       r^^nl    '"'^l'   so  li't'e    encouragement   from   consumers,  the    ber  mail  from  England  to  Calcutta  in  the  delivery  of 

'---  - --"--'  -    v  -.-        f    „„   v,„°;iprpd  ind  ■ ''"'''"''  ''"^P""'':  '^"'^  J^'  °"\^  '"  ".'^'°"'  quail  ;es  of  ^^^  ^^^^         .^^^  ^j.  ^^^  governisent  express,  the  ge- 

Dies  A,  H  and  K,  consisting  ol  one   hunderert  ana   American  can  we  note  any  depreciation,  and    that  is   ^^^^^^  delivery  being  of  course  some  days  later;  and 

nintlv-OIlG  inen.  ««i..  *^<Unnr-)^-.iit/^C<int>./ai'rlithnnnn\'nprnniinH."  .  ■..      -%  .1        ,1  ■* ^-j:—  :>4k»*tUn 

The  SI.  Louis  Republican  of  the  12th  inslant.  an- 


nat,  do.  R.  F.  Ernst,  bv't.  2d  lieutenant,  do 


nounces  the  arrival  at  Jefferson  barracks  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  troop,  from  Cedar  Keys,  East  Flo- 
rida. They  are  a  part  of  the  6th  regiment  of  infan- 
try who  have  been  in  service  in  the  swamps  of  Flo- 
ridi  for  four  years.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
officers:  ,.         ,  „  , 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Loomis,  commanding;  James  Jiel- 
ger,  adjutant;  lieut.  J.  B.  S.  Todd,  ass'l.  com.  sub.; 
captain  Jacob  Brown,  company  E.;  captain  J.  D. 
Soari'ht  and  Lieut.  Gurnctt,  [company  F.;  captain 
Wm. '"Hoffman  and  lieut.  E.  H.  Fitzgerald,  company 
D  ■  Lieuls.  Monroe  and  Wetmore  company  E;  lieuts. 
L  'c.  Easton,  J.  R.  Emory  and  J.  D.  Nelson,  com- 
pany B.  Staff  officers  attached  to  the  command;  capt. 
E.  A.  Ogden,  assistant  quarter  master;  T.  C.  Madison 
ass't  surgeon^ 

Bank  items.  Notes  of  tlie  United  States  Bank  of 
Fa.  are  65  per  cent,  discount  in  Philadelphia,  those  of 
the  Gerrard  Bank  45  a  50;  the  other  broken  banks 
of  that  city  20  lo  30.  "Relief  nolcs,"  as  they  are 
called,  that  is  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Pennsylva- 
nia issued  under  contract  with  and  founded  upon  the 
credit  of  the  slate,  are  20  to  25  per  cent,  below  par, 
and  yet  it  is  staled  that  the  stale  goverement  is  still 
issuing  them!  . 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  have  passed  a  bill  re- 
lative to  resumption,  by  the  hanks,  which  is  to  lake 
place  on  the  1st  November  next.  It  authorises  the 
banks  lo  continue  their  issues  of  notes  below  five_ 
dollars  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  of 
their  capitals,  until  January  next,  but  Ihcy  are  to  be 
redeemable  in  specie  on  demand. 

North  Carolina  adopts  the  same  period  fixed  lor 
resumption.  ,.    .  ,. 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette  complains  that  the  re- 
sumption law  of  the  state  of  Ohio  as  yet  put-i  no 
coin  fn  circulation.  Their  own  notes  have  duap- 
pearcd  and  their  currency  now  consists  of  Indiania 
rioles.  "Distress  is  almost  universal"  says  the  Ga- 
zette. 


,n,  and  we  nave,  con-    ^.^^.te  caused  a  h 
drooping  market  this    by  this  vessel  ha 
have   been    operating    ^^^  ^^^^  ,.^„^ 
be  wondered  at  that   ^  =^^,  ^,-^^  ^^„^, 
from   consumers,  the    ^^^  ,^^,|  ^^^^  j, 
in  the  low  qualities  of  ^^^  ^^^^         .^^^ 
.reciation,  and    tlia    is   „eral  delivery  b 
only  to  the  client  of  one-eighth  penny  per  pound.         ^^^^^e  it  is  inferred  by  those  interested  in  it  that  the 
March  1.     This  week  has  opened  auspiciously  for    "comprehensive   scheme,"  when  fully  matured,  will 
business.     The  trade  speculators  and  exporters  have    beat  the  route  by  way  of  Bombay.     Whether  or  not 
taken  5,000  bales,  principally  American  descriptions,    this  may  prove   to   be   the  case,  the  experiment  is 
at  fiillv  Fridav's  rates.  The  market  has  closed  firmer    in^tlv  n"matter  of  zreat  interest. 


laiten  j,uuu  uaicB,  pi  iin.-ipaiij  ...n,...  .vu..  ^..-.j^. -i-v. .,....,     ^...^    ,,.«,   ^..^.v.    ...    ^-     — . 

at  fully  Friday's  rates.  The  market  has  closed  firmer  justly  amatter  of  great  interest. 

"':;;ii:/.2°""TS^'amount  to  3,000  bales,  2,710  j  , /ex^.s-retreat  of  the  Mex.<...s    A  l^a.ter  fr^^ 
American,  4id.  to  6,d.  I  M-"-    ^'"^^   charge  d'affaires  of  the   United  State 


received  5,156 
dates,  Col.    Sma 
1,846  *-otcs 
number  of  vote 
October  election. 


ana  \.ren.  juniisiun,  wuii  -;,juu  uitn  v,i.i. 

,  .J    General  Houston  has  issued  a  proclamation  that  — 

J  ,uit=.  There  were  two  whig  candi-  shall  never  cease  until  Mexico  acknowledges  the 
nail  received  3,190,  and  Gen.  Leakin  jexian  independence.  The  actual  strength  of  the 
Hillcn's  majority  over  both  120;  total  \  invaders  is  unknown. 

tes  10,192,  being  4,429  less  than  atlhe  1      -jbg  H„n.  Ashbel  Smith,  charge  d'affaires  from 
ciouei-  ciuciion.  Texas  to  the  courts  of  St.  James  and  St.  Cloud,  ac- 

FiKES.  On  the  ]3th  February  the  greater  part  of  fompnuied  by  George  K.Fenlom,  Esq  serrctarv  of 
the  town  of  Uzarl,  in  Honduras  vvas  reduced  to  ashes.  K-gation  have  arrived  m  Baltimore,  and  will  sail  for 
An  extensive  conflagration  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  I-ngland  by  the  first  opportunity, 
occurred  on  the  night  of  the  15lh  inst.  properly  valu-  The  New  Orleans  Beo  says  that  Mr.  Spencer,  son 
ed  at  $100,001)  was  consumed;  the  St.  Charles,  New  1  of  the  secretary  of  war,  arrived  in  New  Orleans  on 
Orlcuiis  theatre  was  laid  in  ashes  on  the  13th  inst.  i  the  2l5t,  with  despatches  for  president  Houston,  of 
and  the  Jefferson  college  near  that  city  wa§  destroy-  Texas,  and  left  the  same  evening  in  the  steamship 
ed  also  by  fire  on  the  6th  inst.  total  loss  $150,000.—  |  New  York  for  Galveston.  The  Beo  regards  it  .is 
Other  destructive  fires  occurred  on  tlie  15th  and  16th  somewhat  curious  that  .Mr.  Spencer  applied  to  the 
in  the  2iid  and  3d  municipalities  of  New  Orleans.        Moxiean  Consul  at  New  Orleans  for  a  passport  lo 

travel   throuch  Texas.     The   Bee  says — the  Consul 


Hoy 
of  th 


system. 


Leacte.  a  large  meeting  of  the  citizens 
ehuylldll  company  convened  at  Poltsville  on 
1  i^!^(.  15.  F.  Pomeroy,  presiding  and  adopted 
ble  and  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  protective 


Maix'e.     The  legislature  has  adjourned  sine  die. 

Red  river  haft.  The  steamboat  S.  Western, 
arrived  at  Fulton  on  the  20tli,  having  passed  through 
the  raft  which  has  hitherto  interrupted  the  naviga- 
tion of  Red  Riv*.  A  keel  boat  arrived  also  on 
same  day  with  30  families  from  Kentucky,  bound  to 
t'le  t^ross  Timbers,  Texas. 


i..uai>...i  v/u.,ou.  ...  * —  „ -  .-.    -  passpo 

travel  through  Texas.  The  Bee  says — the  Consul 
refused  to  give  him  one;  but  countersigned  his  cre- 
dentials received  from  the  U.  States  government. 

Virginia.  The  legislature  after  a  session  of  110 
days  and  passing  224  acts  besides  some  resolutions 
adjourned  on  the  26lli.  Before  adjourning  Mr.  Arm- 
strong xjf  Harrison  submitted  a  protest  in  the  name  o( 
the  western  members  and  signed  by  .50  of  them, 
against  the  action  of  the  house  on  the  question  of  re- 
apporlionmenl.  It  was  read  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Yerby  laid  on  the  table. 

The  banks  of  the  stale  are  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  1st  November. 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

ArrIV.AL  of  the  BRITISH  MINISTER  EXTRAORDINA- 
RY TO  THE  United  States.  The  British  frigate  War- 
spite,  commander.  Sir  John  Hay,  arrived  in  the  An- 
napolis roads  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  bearing  Lord 
Ashburton,  charged  with  a  special  mission  involving 
mailers  of  the  highest  importance  to  America,  to  Bri- 
tain and  to  the  world. 

His  lordship  was  saluted  by  the  frigate  upon  quit- 
ting, and  by  the  Annapolis  artillery  company  upon 
his  landing, — the  flag  of  the  Union  waving  graceful- 
ly from  the  stale  house  spire.  He  took  passage  the 
same  evening  by  the  rail  road  cars,  and  in  two  hours, 
reached  the  residence  which  awaited  bis  arri- 
val at  Washington.  The  next  day,  Tuesday  the 
5th,  he  was  in  due  form  introduced  to  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  presented  his  official  let- 
ters from  the  Queen. 

The  gentlemen  composing  his  suite  are  understood 
to  be  Mr.  Mildmay,  from  the  foreign  office,  Mr. 
Bruce,  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  and  Mr.  Step- 
pings,  as  private  secretary. 

After  his  presentation  to  the  president,  lord  Ash- 
burton proceeded  to  Ihe  capitol,  and  visited  the  two 
houses  of  congress. 

ENGLAND. 

Project  on  Eastern  Coast  of  Africa..  The 
New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  has  an  article  ex- . 
traded  from  the  London  Herald,  which  after  lament- 
ing the  failure  of  their  Niger  expedition,  and  the  de- 
feat of  their  commercial  projects  by  its  channel  for 
the  present,  suggests  the  expediency  of  trying  the 
eastern  coast,  and  alludes  to  llie  sultan  of  Muscat 
and  the  island  of  Zanzibar,  where  England  as  well 
as  America  has  a  resident  at  his  court.  The  .sultan, 
it  calls  a  prince  of  considerable  power  and  high  com- 
parative intelligence,  full  of  ambitious  views,  v,  ho 
nas  converted  this  fine  island  into  a  depot  for  the 
commerce  of  eastern  Africa.  This  commerce,  it 
says,  he  offered  as  a  free  gift  to  England,  when,  at 
her  instigation,  he  abolished  the  external  slave  trade 
of  his  dominions;  but,  unfortunately  for  English  inte- 
rests, the  government  of  Bombay,  through  which  the 
intercourse  with  him  was  conducted,  neglected  his 
proffer,  and  thwarted  his  projects;  the  Americans 
sought  his  friendship,  negotiated  with  him  a  most 
favorable  treaty,  and  down  to  within  the  last  twelve 
months  enjoyed  trading  advantages  which  nearly 
amounted  to  a  monopoly  of  the  commerce  of  his  do- 
minions, and  American  domestics  superceded  the  pre- 
viously existing  demand  for  British  fabrics.  The  He- 
rald then  continues: 

"To  remedy  this  state  of  things.  Captain  Cogan,an 
able  servant  of  the  East  India  company,  negotiated 
a  commercial  treaty  with  the  sultan,  which  ought  to 
have  deprived  the  Americans  of  all  advantages;  but 
practically  the  fact  is  otherwise,  and,  through  the  ma- 
chinations of  the  Jlinericanresident,  the  treaty  is  violat- 
ed to  the  injury  of  the  British  settlers.  The  subject 
of  these  violations  has,  however,  been  referred  to  the 
government  of  Bombay,  and  through  its  skillful  in- 
tervention, the  friendship  of  the  sultan  for  England 
will  we  trust,  be  soon  reanimated.  The  occasional 
visit  of  a  war  steamer  of  the  Indian  government  to 
Zanzibar,  Mombasa,  and  the  other  ports  of  the  ad- 
jacent coast,  to  the  various  harbors  of  the  Madagas- 
car, in  which  island  French  influence  is  now  in  the 
ascendant,  and  among  the  Comorro  Islands,  would 
doubtless  inspire  the  people  of  these  seas  with  those 
high  notions  of  the  British  power,  which  of  late  years 
seem  to  have  been  greatly  shaken." 

This  extract,  the  Commercial   considers  to  be  full 
of  momentous  and  important  meaning.     "Done  into 
plain  English,  it  says — The   Americans,  by  superior 
V»i.  XII— Sia.  6, 


sagacity  and  enterprise,  have  advantageously  estab- 
lished themselves  in  the  sultan's  dominions — we  must 
drive  them  out.  We  have  tried  to  do  so  by  a  treaty, 
but  as*this  plan  is  not  successful,  we  must  set  the 
war-dogs  of  the  East  India  government  in  motion. 
The  sultan  will  not  break  faith  with  the  Americans — 
we  must  see,  what  effect  the  presence  of  war  steamers 
will  have  upon  him.  He  must  break  up  the  trade  of 
the  Americans  with  his  subjects,  or  we  must  batter 
his  capital  with  bombs  and  cannon  balls,  as  we  did 
Canton  and  Beyrout." 

The  Salem  Register  says  "the  American  resident 
alluded  to  in  the  English  extract,  must  mean  Ihe 
American  consul  at  Zanzibar,  R.  P.  Waters,  esq.  of 
this  city.  That  he  will  faithfully  attend  to  the  inte- 
rests of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter,  we  have  no 
doubt;  nor  have  we  any  reason  to  suppose  that  our 
government  will  neglect  the  protection  of  our  im- 
portant and  valuable  trade  to  the  sultan's  dominions. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  this  trade  is  carried  on  by  Salem 
merchants,  and  we  hope  they  will  keep  a  watchful 
eye  on  the  British  movements  in  that  region,  and  see 
that  proper  representations  arc  made  to  the  Ameri- 
can government,  if  it  is  ever  unmindful  of  any  inju- 
rious tendency  which  English  policy  may  have  on 
our  commercial  relations  with  the  sultan." 

British  steam  packets.  The  Unicorn  left  Bos- 
ton on  April  2d  for  Halifax,  with  the  English  mail 
for  the  Columbia.  The  latter  steamer,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  breaking  of  a  shaft  in  her  outward 
passage,  which  cannot  be  repaired  at  Halifax,  will 
return  to  Liverpool  under  sail,  and  will  probably  not 
make  a  very  short  passage.  Some  of  the  passengers 
who  had  intended  going  in  her  will  take  passage  in 
the  packet  from  New  York.  The  Trent  left  London 
for  the  West  Indies,  on  Feb.  27th.  The  Solway  ar- 
rived at  Havana  on  the  16th  March,  in  8  days  from 
Vera  Cruz,  via  New  Orleans.  The  Tweed  left  Porto 
Bello  on  the  8th  Feb.  for  Kingston,  on  the  12th  en- 
countered strong  northeast  gales,  exhausted  her  fuel, 
and  put  back  for  Porto  Bello  where  she  arrived  on 
the  24th,  and  was  to  sail  agam  on  27th  for  Kings- 
Ion.  The  Dee  left  Porto  Cabello  on  27th  Feb.  and 
afterwards  went  ashore  on  Turks  Island.  The  Med- 
way  which  left  Porto  Cabello  a  few  days  after, 
had  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  by  the  8th  March.  A  let- 
ter at  Boston  from  St.  Thomas,  dated  on  8th  ult.  says 

"The  great  advantages  anticipated  by  us  in  the 
establishment  of  the  British  West  India  royal  steam 
company  line,  we  are  afraid,  will  not  be  realized. 
The  boats  have  got  into  sad  confusion,  and  there  is 
no  making  any  thing  of  them.  Some  passengers  for 
Jamaica  were  carried  to  Turks  Island,  and  after 
waiting  there  twenty  days,  were  returned  to  this 
place.  Such  is  the  confusion  they  have  got  into;  in 
fact,  Mr.  McQueen's  plan  is  not  practicable." 
Treaty  of  search. 

The  London  papers  of  the  19th  February,  had  al- 
ready announced  that  the  treaty  would  be  signed  on 
the  following  day,  and  when  this  announcement 
reached  Paris,  the  Press,  one  of  the  ministerial  or- 
gans spoke  thus: 

"The  English  journals  deceive  themselves;  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  is  not  only  suspended,  it  is 
refused.  It  will  be  no  more  ratified  in  six  months 
than  now.  They  deceive  themselves,  when  they  an- 
nounce that  Ihe  treaty,  in  case  of  the  persistance  of 
France  in  her  refusal,  will  be  ratified  and  executed 
by  the  other  powers.  This  would  be  a  very  grave  con- 
dition of  things,  and  would,  in  fact  almost  necessari- 
ly give  rise  to  a  maritime  coalition  between  the  U. 
States,  France,  and  other  powers,  a  coalition  before 
which  England  herself  will  recede.  The  truth  is, 
England  will  consent  to  modify  the  treaty  in  the 
clauses,  which  have  justly  wounded  the  feeling  of 
national  dignity  in  France,  or  she  will  content  her- 
self, until  some  new  arrangement,  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  1S33,  which  unfortunately  are  irrevocable 
for  the  present." 

On  the  21st  February,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  laid 
before  the  house  of  lords  the  treaty  ratified  by  Rus- 
sia Austria  and  Prussia.  The  Press  of  Paris  on  re- 
ceiving this  information  remarked: 

"The  news  of  the  ratification  certainly  does  not 
merit  all  the  noise  that  has  been  made  about  it. 
What  has  taken  place,  is  entirely  just,  what  every 
one  ought  to  have  foreseen,  and  nothing  more  nor 
less.  Now  there  are  two  alternatives;  either  Ihe 
droposed   modifications   will   be   accepted   and    the 


treaty  will  then  have  lost  the  objectionable  features 
of  its  first  form;  or  they  will  not  be  accepted,  and 
Ihe  treaty  will  remain  as  it  is,  and  France  will  then 
withdraw  definitively  from  the  negotiation,  and  the 
dispositions  of  the  treaty  will  be  without  her  parti- 
cipation. 

The  London  Times  of  Ihe  19th,  in  announcing  on 
the  authority  of  its  Paris  correspondent,  the  non- 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  has  the  following  article: 

"Our  correspondent  communicates,  in  addition,  a 
fact  which,  if  any  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the 
candor  and  loyaule  of  the  French  government,  would 
bear  a  suspicious  appearance.  He  slates  that  a  let- 
ter, in  the  nature  of  a  protest,  against  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  by  France,  had  been  presented  to 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  (M.  Guizot)  by  Gen. 
Cass. 

"The  American  minister  in  Paris,  Gen.  Cass,  says 
our  correspondent,  slates  in  that  document,  that  it 
"being  indisputable  that  under  color  of  the  treaty  in 
question,  England  would  pretend  to  a  right  to  board 
and  search  American  vessels,  and  that  as  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  formerly  declared 
if  such  pretext  be  permitted,  war  would  necessarily 
follow  any  such  outrage.  That  in  such  case  all  the 
parties  to  such  treaty  would  be  regarded  by  Ameri- 
ca as  participating  lo  the  guilt  of  the  power  which 
should  actually  thus  assail  American  independence. 
That  he  (General  Cass,)  therefore,  called  upon  the 
French  government  to  pause  ere  it  committed  itself 
to  a  treaty  whence  might  result  a  war  between 
France  and  the  United  Slates. 

"That  which  would,  but  for  our  trust  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  French  government  in  this  transaction, 
appear  suspicious  is,  that  having  already  been  inform- 
ed that  the  French  government  would  not  ratify  the 
treaty,  here  comes  opportunely  a  representation 
which  that  government  might  use  as  an  excuse  for 
pausing  (as  Gen.  Cass  recommends)  ere  it  ratifies  a 
treaty  from  which,  as  the  American  minister  pre- 
dicts, might  flow  all  the  evils  of  war.  The  main  facts 
are,  however,  all  that  we  can  fairly  deal  with  at 
present,  and  these  are,  that  within  three  days  of  the 
expiration  of  the  two  months  allowed  for  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  the  French  government,  a  party 
to  it,  had  not  yet  ratified  it,  and  that  the  American 
minister  in  Paris  protests  against  its  ratification. 
With  the  American  minister's  proceeding  we  find  no 
fault.  He  acts,  we  suppose,  on  the  view  taken  of 
the  matter  by  himself  and  his  government,  but  the 
French  ministry  will,  by  their  refusal  to  ratify  a 
treaty  to  which  France  is  a  parly,  commit  an  error 
which  we  sincerely  pray  may  not  lead  lo  unpleasant 
results." 

A  letter  from  the  correspondent  of  the  Times,  dat- 
ed at  Paris,  Feb.  20,  says  that  a  council  of  ministers 
was  to  be  held  that  day  at  the  Chateau  of  the  Tuile- 
ries,  under  the  presidency  of  the  king,  at  which  the 
protest  of  the  American  minister  against  the  ratifi. 
cation  would  be  discussed. 

A  writer  in  the  Pennsylvanian  of  April  2,  says  of 
Mr.  Cass'  pamphlet :  "Did  the  king  wish  him  to 
write  it?  If  so,  he  did  well.  'If  not,  whatever  his 
praiseworthy  ardor  as  an  American  citizen,  it  is  not 
so  clear  that  he  did  well  as  a  foreign  minister  at  the 
French  court.  He  is  accredited  to  the  king,  not  the 
chamber  of  deputies.  The  executive  and  legisla- 
tive branches  of  the  French  government  being  at 
variance,  if  they  were  in  reality  so,  was  it  for  the 
representative  of  a  foreign  power  to  intervene,  for- 
mally or  informally?  What  should  we  say  of  Mr, 
Fox,  if  he  acted  in  this  way  at  Washington  in  a 
case  analogous?  From  as  much  as  passed  in  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  we  are  authorised  in  inferring,  that 
the  French  ambassador  in  London  signed  the  slave- 
trade  treaty  with  the  other  four  powers,  in  full  con- 
formity with  his  instructions  from  the  French  court; 
yet  this  is  the  treaty  against  which  Gen.  Cass'  pam- 
phlet is  levelled.  The  doctrines  of  the  pamphlet  I 
cordially  acquiesce  in,  but  wish  he  could  have  had  a 
better  text  for  his  able  commentary,  than  a  flippant 
article  in  the  London  Times. 

The  end  of  all  his  greatness.  The  following 
marriage  notice  appears  in  the  Canada  papers.  It  re- 
fers to  an  individual,  whose  name  was  recently 
echoed  from  every  quarter  of  our  country,  and  upon 
whose  fate  seemed  to  depend  the  peace  of  both  hem- 
ispheres of  this  world.  Alexander  steps  from  a  cold, 
comfortless  prison  to  the  arms  of  a  wife.  The  new 
acquisition,  it  is  presumed  will  be  more  satisfactory 
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than  all   the  notoriety  that  he  ever  gained  by  the  ex- 
ploit that  he  never  performed. 

Married  at  Stamford,  Upper  Canada,  March  13, 
by  the  rev.  W.  Learning,  Alexander  McLeod,  esq. 
to  Helen  Norman,  eldest  daughterof  Capt.  Morrison, 
of  Stamford. 

From  an  artir.le  in  a  late  number  of  Blackwood's 
Magazine:  "The  existence  of  the  United  States 
■would  be  of  use,  if  it  were  only  to  make  the  world 
sick  of  republicanism.  There  never  was  a  more 
shorking  evidence  of  the  absurdity  of  e^specting  a 
rabble,  to  be  rational,  honest  or  moderate;  or  the  go- 
vernment chosen  by  that  rabble,  to  be  anything  but 
their  tools.  But  If  they  kept  their  follies  to  them- 
selves, they  might  be  suffered  to  call  names,  waste 
their  lives  in  election  squabbles,  exhaust  the  public 
resources  in  worthless  speculation,  and  sv/alluw  gin 
and  bad  politics  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  But  the 
evil  of  republics  never  keeps  itself  within  n;-.tivc 
bounds,  it  is  always  boiling  over  on  its  neightors. 
A  field  of  thistles  is  not  more  obnoxious  to  the  honest 
farmer,  who  sees  their  seeds  floating  over  his  fence 
at  every  gust,  and  preparing  vexation  for  his  harvest, 
hour  by  hour. 

America  is  now  a  land  of  sympathizers — tender 
phrase!  A  nest  of  cut-throats  starts  up  in  Canada. — 
All  is  sympathy  for  them  at  the  other  side  of  the  St, 
Lawrence.  A  horde  of  ruffians  starts  up  in  Ireland, 
roaring  for  the  repeal  of  the  union,  which  every  man 
of  common  sense  must  know  to  be  only  preliminary 
to  the  separation  of  the  empire,  and  scenes  of  unpa- 
ralleled bloodshed  and  misery,  if  not  the  signal  for  an 
universal  war.  America  instantly  exhibits  her  .sym- 
pathies.    "We  are  at  peace  with  hei',  we  have  offered 

no  provocation,  she  is  bound  to  us  by  solemn  treaties,  |  mella  was  summoned  by  her  to  form  a  ministry 
— but  what  are  all  those  things  to  a  "free  and  en-  i  The  first  measure  of  the  new  cabinet  was  the  cause 
lightened  people.^"  All  these  gatherings  of  rabble  [  for  its  overthrow.  This  was  the  removal  of  the 
orators  pour  out,  in  her  public  places,  the  most  furi-  duke  of  Terceira  from  this  military  command,  to 
ous  declamations  against  our  country.  But  does  her  '  make  place  for  count  Bonfiim,  and  a  national  guard 
government  ever  interfere;  does  she  ever  protest  from  the  people  was  then  about  to  be  organized, 
against  these  violences;  do  any  of  her  public  organs  '  when  the  troops  of  the  line  declared  for  the  charter 
point  out  to  these  brawling  incendiaries  the  injustice, ;  of  IS'^6.  The  ministry  immediately  resigned,  the 
the  faithlessness,  and  the  atrocity  of  their  uproar.' —  queen  summoned  to  her  aid  the  duke  of  Terceira, 
No.  A  republican  government  is  always  a  govern-  and  on  the  10th  the  charter  was  proclaimed  by  her 
ment  of  tools,  and  the  government  leaves  the  miicliief  as  the  law  of  the  land  and  in  its  virtue  the  cortes 
to  take  its  way."  j  convoked  for  the   10th  June.     The  prime   mover  of 

In  connection  with  the  above,  it  will  be  proper  to;  this  insurrection  commencing  at  Oporto,  Casta  Ca- 
see  the  following  language  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of ,  bral  will  probablv  be  appointed  minister  of  the  in- 
Dublin:  j  terior.     The  charter  of  '26  diBV-rs  from  that  of  '38  in 

.liklnss  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  their  countrymen  and  ,  several  important  respects.     It  re-creates  the  here- 

coimtrywomen  in -Imerica.  .  j  ditary  peerage  which  had  been  done   away   with  by 

Dear  FEiENDs:  You  are  at  a  great  distance  from  the  latter.  It  also  reconfers  upon  the  monarch  the 
your  native  land!  A  wide  expanse  of  water  sepa-  power  of  appointing  the  chief  of  the  army  and  navy, 
rates  you  from  the  beloved  country  of  your  birth — ^  of  commanding  in  person  and  admits  the  absolute 
from  us  and  from  the  kindred  whom  you  love,  and  veto.  It  is  therefore  a  retrocession  from  the  late 
who  love  you,  and  pray  for  your  happiness  and  pros- ,  more  liberal  constitution  and  has  created  considera- 
perity  in  the  land  of  your  adoption.  [  ble  sensation  in  the  neighboring  kingdom  of  Spain. 

V.'e  regard    America  with   feelings  of  admiration;  1  TEXAS, 

we  do  nut  look  upon  her  as  a  strange  land  nor  upon ;  Despatches.  In  refeienr^'to  some  statements  in 
her  people  as  aliens  from  our  aflections.  The  power :  the  New  Orleans  papers,  we  are  authorised  and  re- 
of  steam  has  brought  lis  nearer  together;  it  will  m-  quested  to  declare  that  no  despatches  have  been  sent 
crease  the  intercourse  between  us,  so  that  the  char- '  by  this  government  to  President  Houston,  and  that 
acter  of  the  Irish  people  and  the  American  people,  n"o  son  of  the  secretary  of  war  has  been  emploved 
must  m  future  be  acted  upon  by  the  leelmgs  and  dis-   to  co„,,(.y  3„y  d^sp3,(,hes  to  any    person   or  olficer. 


You  will  not  witness  the  horrors  of  slavery  ^n  all 
the  states  of  America.  Thirteen  of  them -^re  free 
and  thirteen  of  them  are  slave  states.  But  injjll,  the 
pro-slavery  feeling,  though  rapidly  decreasing,  is 
still  strong.  Do  not  unite  with  it;  on  the  contrary, 
oppose  it  by  all  the  peaceable  means  in  your  power. 
Join  with  the  abolitionists  every  where!  They  are 
the  only  consistent  advocates  of  liberty.  Tell  every 
man  that  you  don't  understand  liberty  for  the  white 
man  and  slavery  for  the  black  man;  that  you  are  fop 
liberty  for  all,  of  everj  color,  creed  and  country. 

The  American  citizen  proudly  points  to  the  Na- 
tional Declaration  of  Independence,  which  declares 
"that  all  mankind  are  born  free  and  equal,"  and  are 
alike  entitled  to  "life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit oThap- 
piness."  Aid  him  to  carry  out  this  nobfe  declara- 
tion by  obtaining  freedom  for  the  slave. 

Irishmen  and  Irishwomen!  Treat  the  colored  people 
ns  !/otH- equals — as  BRETHREN.  By  all  your  memo- 
ries of  Ireland  continue  to  love  liberty — hate  slavery 
— cling  to  the  abolitionist:^;  and  in  America  you  will 
do  honor  to  the  name  of  Ireland. 

Signed  by  DANIEL  O'CONi^ELL, 

THEOBALD  MATTHEW, 
R.  R.  MADDEN, 
ami  60,000  other  Irishtnen.^^ 
PORTUGAL. 

The  revolution  accomplished  in  Portugal  is  in  favor 
of  the  charter  of  Don  Pedro.  On  the  7lh  March  the 
queen  Donna  filaria  after  a  fruitless  elTurt  of  coali- 
tion between  the  constitutional  party  under  the  duke 
of  Palmella  and  the  democratic  under  Sa  rie  Bandei- 
ra,  remained  without  a  ministry;  this  coalition  was 
however  shortly  afterwards  effected,  and  M.  de   Pal- 


positions  of  each 


or  to  render  any  other  service  whatever  for  the  go- 


The  object  of  this  address  is  to  call  your  attention    vernment  or  any  of  its  departmenti 


to  slavery  in  America,  that  foul  blot  upon  the  noble 
institutions  and  the  fair  fame  of  your  adopted  conn-  [ 
try.  But  for  this  one  stain,  America  would  indeed ; 
be  a  land  worthy  of  your  adoption,  but  she  wiil  never 


[Mtt.  Int.  of  ilh. 
Santa  Anna.     The  Globe  makes  the  following  re- 
lation respecting  the  dictator  of  iMexieo. 

"It  is  singular  that  Santa   Anna  should    again   in- 


be  the  glorious  country  that  her  free  constitution  de- 1  ^gje  Texas.  His  views  of  his  duty  to  Mexico  have 
signed  her  to  be,  so  long  as  her  soil  IS  polluted  by  the  j  ,|,_,jergone  a  great  change  since  he  was  in  Wash- 
foot-print  of  a  single  slave.  ington,  or    the    opinions  he    expressed    here    were 

Slavery  IS  the  most  tremendous  invasion  of  the  na-Lje     I    imbued  with   dissimulation.     We   were  pre- 
.,  ..„„,,„„..i,i„  „..i„.  „f  .,,an,  and  of  .some  of  the !  gg^t  „t  his  private  interview  with  General   .lackscn. 


tural  unalienable  rights  of 


noblest  gift.s  of  God,  "life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  I  (ivir.  Forsvth  acting  as  the  interpreter  between 
happiness"  What  a  spectacle  does  America  presenl,  them),  whe'n  Santa  Anna  declared  that  there  must 
to  the  people  of  the   earth?     A  land   of  professing  |  be  an   everlasting  separation   between    Mexico  and 


Christian  Republicans,  uniting  their  energies  for  the 
oppression  and  degradation  of  three  millions  of  inno- 
cent human  beings,  the  children  of  our  common  fath- 
er, who  suffer  the  most  grievous  wrongs  and  the  ut- 
most degradation,  for  no  crime  of  their  ancestors  or 
their  own!  Slavery  is  a  sin  against  God  and  man. 
All  who  are  not  for  it,  are  against  it.  None  can  bo 
neutral.  We  entreat  you  to  take  the  part  of  justice, 
religion  and  liberty. 

It  is  in  vain  that  American  citizens  attempt  to  con- 
ceal their  otun  and  their  country^s  degrndatimi  under  this 


separation  between  Mexico  and 
Texas.  He  spoke  of  the  character  of  the  two  peo- 
ple, and  their  respective  positions,  as  rendering  this 
inevitable,  and  their  recent  rupture  as  one  that  could 
never  be  healed.  We  remember  the  figure  with 
which  he  illustrated  this  part  of  his  eloquent  conver- 
sation. He  said  that  Texas  was  then  to  Mexico  a 
broken  limb,  so  utterly  incapable  of  a  sound  reunion, 
that  amputation  was  indispensable,  to  preserve  Mex- 
ico itself. 

V.'ith  the  greatest  apparent  frankness,  however,  he 
told  General  Jackson,  that,  under  the  circumstances 


«'i(/ieriiig-  curse;  America  is  cui-scd  by  slavery!  We  in  which  he  returned  to  Mexico,  he  could  not  act 
CALL  UPON  YOU  TO  UNITE  WITH  THE  ABOLITIONISTS,  efliciciitly  to  accomplish  what  was  so  desirable;  that 
and  never  cease  your  ellbrts  until  perfect  liberty  is'  to  advocate,  in  the  prejudiced  state  of  feeling  in 
granted  to  every  one  of  her  inhabitants,  the  black  j  Mexico,  the  independence  of  Texas,  would  be  look- 
man  as  well  as  the  white  man:  We  are  all  children  ^  ed  upon  in  him  as  treason,  purchased  by  the  gift  of 
of  the  same  gracious  God,  all  equally  entitled  to  life,  his  life;  and  that  to  exert  his  influence  immediately 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  for  that  object,  would  only  serve  to  cover  him  with 

We  are  told  that  you  possess  great  poicfr  both  dishonor,  and  deprive  him  of  all  power  to  accomplish 
moral  and  jmlUicnl  in  America.  We  entreat  you  to  I  what,  at  the  proper  time,  in  another  state  of  public 
exercise  thatpou-cr  and  that  influence  for  the  salte  of  i  feeling,  he  would  most  eagerly  contribute  to  effect. 
buipanilj',  I  From  his  letters  now,  it  would  seem  that  all  this  was 

ytoiijii»-t«. 


hypocrisy — and  that  he  nourished  nothing  but  feelings 
of  revenge  for  his  humiliation,  without  one  grateful 
recollection  of  the  magnanimity  which  restored  him 
to  life,  liberty,  and  power." 

New  Orleans  papers  of  the  23d,  contained  Gal- 
veston advices  to  the  20th  ult. 

The  Galveston  Advertiser  of  the  19th  March,  con- 
tained the  following  letter. 
To  J\Ir.  H.  Stuart,  or  Mr.  Gail  Borden: 

Ci'.y  of  Houston,  \lth  March,  1842. 
Dear  Siir?  The  news  of  express  from  Austin,  up 
to  the  13th  inst.  is  that  the  enemy  have  evacuated 
San  Antonio,  after  having  plundered  the  place.  They 
were  laden  down  with  baggage,  and  march  slowly. 
Col.  Hays  isharrassing  them  on  their  march.  Thsy 
only  march  about  eight  miles  every  day.  The  troops 
from  Austin  and  those  on  the  frontier  are  marching 
to  overtake  and  beat  them. 

War  shall  now  be  waged  against  Mexico,  nor  will 
we  lay  our  arms  aside  until  we  have  secured  the  re-  = 
cognition  of  our  independence.  Until  then  I  will  never 
rest  sat'sfied,  nor  will  the  people  of  Texas.  We   in- 
voke the  god  of  armies.         Your  friends, 
Mr.  H.  Stuart.  HOUSTON. 

The  Galveston  Civilian,  in  publishing  the  forego- 
ing letter  says — No  circumstance  which  has  trans- 
pired of  late  has  given  more  pleasure  to  our  citizens 
than  the  announcement  of  the  president  of  hi*  deter- 
mination to  prosecute  a  war  of  retaliation  upon  Mex- 
ico, and  force  her  to  an  acknowledijement  of  our  in- 
dependence. With  the  forces  we  have  now  in  the 
field,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  get  a  foothold  in 
the  territory  of  the  enemy,  around  which  other 
forces  can  be  drawn.  It  is,  we  believe,  the  plan  of 
the  executive  to  take  possession  of  some  point  upon 
the  coast,  to  which  troops  from  abroad  can  be  ship- 
ped without  the  delay  and  fatigue  of  marching 
through  our  territory.  Our  fleet  has  and  will  keep 
complete  possession  of  the  gulf,  and  while  both  men 
and  supplies  can  be  shipped  with  safety  to  our  army, 
the  enemy  may  be  prevented  from  obtaining  sup- 
plies of  any  kind  from  abroad.  Our  people  have 
once  more  taken  up  the  line  of  march  towards  the 
setting  sun,  and  the  stock  from  which  they  are  de- 
scended was  never  known  to  turn  back  from  a  land 
:  towards  which  they  had  once  set  their  faces. 

From  the  Gnlreston  .idverliser. 
I  The  general  enthusiasm  of  the  community  has 
been  so  great  that  it  has  extended  even  to  the  fair 
sex,  and  several  of  the  good  ladies  of  our  city  have 
been  industriously  engaged  for  the  last  few  days  in 
moulding  bullets  and  making  cartridges  for  the  use 
I  of  the  army.  There  has  been  contributed  within 
two  weeks  past,  by  the  citizens  of  Galveston,  about 
twelve  thousand  dollars  in  provisions,  munitions  of 
nvar  and  money.  The  steamer  Lafiitte  and  two  other 
j  vessels  armed  and  equipped  have  proceeded  down 
'the  coast.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  and  does  credit 
to  the  liberality  of  our  citizens,  that  the  large  amounts 
contributed  in  this  city  have  been  entirely  volunta- 
ry— nothing  approaching  to  the  odious  practice  of 
impressment  has  been  attempted  to  be  practised 
among  us — all  has  been  a  spontaneous  free  will  offer- 
ing on  the  altar  of  patriotism.  If  this  is  a  specimen 
of^  the  spirit  of  liberality  which  pervades  the  whole 
republic — and  we  believe  it  is — the  Mexicans  have 
good  cause  to  quake  with  fear  at  the  prospect  of  a 
combat  with  such  a  people. 

Correspondence  of  the  .Vcic  Orleans  Eulletin.  Galves- 
ton, Much  18,  1842. 
We  do  no  think  the  present  difficulties  will  greatly 
lessen  the  crop  of  the  current  year.  Most  of  the 
labor  in  the  country  is  performed  by  slaves,  and  these 
will  remain  at  home  at  work.  The  new  Presbyte- 
rian church  in  this  city  will  be  permanently  opened 
for  the  first  time,  next  Sabbath,  when  a  sermon  will 
be  preached  by  the  rev.  Isaac  Henderson.  We  have 
a  lecture  from  an  agent  of  the  Washington  Total  .Ab- 
stinence society  to  night. 

Much  doubt  existed  as  to  the  number  of  the  Mex- 
ican forces.  One  letter  says  14,000  and  another 
only  1,000.  The  Texian  forces  at  Seguin  were  stated 
to  be  140  strong,  which  was  increasing.  It  was  their 
intention  to  march  upon  San  Antonio  as  soon  as  they 
collected  300  men. 

General  A.  Somerville  is  in  command  of  the  Tex- 
ian army.  The  papers  do  not  seem  to  fear  any  dan- 
ger. 

General  Biirleston  had  marched  for  Austin  with 
350  men,  and  Col.  Moore  was  on  his  way  with  500. 
.\\\  the  women  and  children  in  that  neighborhood 
were  removing  down  the  Colorado.  4,200  men  had 
mustered  on  the  Gnadalope. 

There  were  between  1,200  and  1,300  Texi.ans  at 
Gonzales,  and  300  near  Victoria,  about  the  10th  inst. 
but  these  are  probably  by  this  time  reinforced  to 800 
or  1,000. 

News  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  2d  instant  had  'beea 
received.  Tlio  invasion  of  Texas  was  talked  of  there 
as  a  thing  contemplated,  and  for  which  preparntions 
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■were  making,  but  notliing  was  said  of  an  immediale 
attempt.  No  troops  for  the  purpose  were  at  Vera 
Cruz,  though  there  were  fifteen  hundred  men  in  the 
castle.  When  full  manned  it  requires  3,000.  It  was 
reported  at  Vera  Cruz  that  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  soldiers  were  assembling  at  the  capital,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  down  Yucatan  and 
Texas. 

Commodore  Moore  was  off  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
18th  ult.  and  though  the  signal  "an  enemy  in  sight" 
■was  hoisted  at  the  castle,  he  came  and  went  undis- 
turbed. 

The  brig  of  war  Wharton,  the  Zavala,  steamer 
Laffitte,  and  schooner  Washington  were  being  fitted 
out  for  sea. 

Mr.  Chevallie,  Morris,  Van  Ness,  and  Dunn  had 
not  been  captured  as  had  been  reported.  A  New 
Orleans  paper  says:  We  have  before  us  an  official 
letter  of  President  Houston,  from  which  we  make  a 
few  extracts,  evolvingniore  distinctly  the  objects  now 
in  contemplation. 

"If  troops  should  be  raised  in  - — — ,  (we  leave 
this  blank  to  be  filled  by  the  imagination  of  our  rea- 
ders.— Eds.)  at  the  call  of  this  government,  prepared 
for  conquest,  they  may  rely  upon  the  fact,  that  they 
■will  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  Texian  banner 
to  cross  the  Rio  Grande,  and  pursue  conquest  to  the 
Walls  of  Mexico!"  Another  extract  will  perhaps 
open  up  visions  of  romance  to  ardent  minds,  so  be- 
■wilcliing  in  their  character  that  v.'e  cannot  refrain 
from  inserting  it.  It  is  in  these  words:  "The  re- 
compense tendered  to  our  friends  will  be  the  proper- 
ty captured  by  them  upon  the  most  exalted  and  chi- 
valric  principles  of  honorable  warfare  and  the  soil 
tfhicli  tliey  cojujuer — glory,  victory  and  imperishable 
fame!  Mexico  has  invaded  our  country,  and  her  dic- 
tator has  declared  that  the  .Snglo  Saxon  race  shall  how 
to  the  witl  of  a  despot!''^ 

The  New  Orleans  Bee,  of  2.5th  ult,  says,  the  arri- 
rival  of  the  steamboat  Colonel  Woods,  from  Galves- 
ton, whence  she  was  despatched  on  the  ydd,  brings 
the  confirmation  of  the  invasion  of  Texas  by  an  over- 
■whelming  Mexican  force.     It  appears  that  the   re- 
treat of  the  Mexicans  from  San  Antonio,  was  a  do- 
vice  to  allure  the  Texian  troops,  assembled  in  haste, 
to  go  in  pursuit,  before  they  were   fully  drilled  and 
disciplined.     Shortly  after   the    steamship    Neptune 
left  Galveston,  (which  vessel  reported  the  retreat  of 
the   Mexicans   from    San  Antonio)  an  express  ar- 
rived bringing  intelligence  of  the  advance  of  9,000' 
men  on  the  ftiatamoras  road  towards  Victoria,  and 
reporting  12,000  additional  troops  on  the  upper  road, 
marching  upon  San  Antonio.     The  forces  which  re- 
cently captured    San    Antonio,  constituted    the   van- 
guard of  the  12,000,  under  the  command  ofVasquez. 
The  impression  is  that  the  Texian  army  of  1,500  men, 
I    under  liurleson,  will  follow  the  retreat  of  the   van- 
[    guard,  until  brought  within  the   power  of  the   main 
army.     Upon  the   receipt  of  this   news,  which   was 
i    brou;2,ht  to  Matagorda  from  different  directions,  ren- 
I    dering  its  truth  indisputable,  the  committee   of  vigi- 
\    lance  in  Galveston  despatched   a  pilot   boat  to  this 
1    city,  and  a  few  hours  afterwards  the  steamer  Colu- 
j    nel  Woods.     The   pdot    boat  has   not   yet   reached 
I'    New  Orleans.     The  Colonel  Woods  met  with  favor- 
jl   able  weather,  and  came  to  our  levee   in  about  fifty 

hours. 
(       The  Galveston  Advertiser  of  the  22d  instant,  con- 
(   tains  an   address  "to  the  friends  of   Texas  in  the 
United   Ttates,"  asking   for  prompt  assistance.     It 
;   says  now  that  the  spirit  of  our  people  has  been  rous- 
'   ed  v.e  predict  not  where  they  will  be  willing  to  stop. 
1    Crossing  the  Rio  Grande  they  will  bend  their  foot- 
steps towards  the  capital  of  Mexico,  and  we  shall  be 
;    greatly  surprised  if  before  their  onward    march    is 
fully    checked'  they  shall  not  have  planted   the   Tree 
of  civil  and  religions  liberty  in  the  midst  of  the  city 
of  Palaces,  and  a  branch  of  this  noble  tree  shall  and 
will  yet  extend  its  fostering  shade  over  the  present 
residence  of  the   supreme   dictator.     We    therefore 
cordially  invite  to  our  aid  all   who  desire   to   be  in- 
strumental in  the  hands  of  Divine  Providence  in  ex- 
tending the   blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
over  one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the   globe.     We 
invite  all  who  are  desirous    to  aid   in   breaking  the 
chains  of  papal  superstition  and  bigotry,  and  opening 
the  door  for  the  introduction  of  Protestant  Chrlstian- 
ty  into  a  long  benighted  portion  of  the  earth,  to  rally 
around  our  standard;  for  we  wish  the   lone  star  of 
Texas  and  the  star   of  Bethlehem  to  travel   in  uni- 
son m  their  westward  march;  wherever  the  one  shall 
be  stationed,  we  trust  the  ottier  will  be  found  close  by 
its  side. 

The  Macon  Telegraph  (Georgia),  remarks  thus: 
"Tne  course  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  is 
clear.  They  cannot  and  ought  not  to  interfere  in  the 
miller.  The  quarrel  is  between  the  people  of  Mex- 
ico and  those  of  Texas,  and  let  them  settle  it  m  their 
oun  way.  The  people  of  the  southern  states  espe- 
cially, should  not  interfere.     While  complaining  as 


we  have  a  right  to  ''n,  of  the  interference  of  others 
in  our  internal  affairs,  let  us  not  be  guilty  of  the 
same  thing  ourselves.  Besides  the  manifest  injustice 
to  Mexico,  what  do  we  gain  by  taking  part  with 
Texas?  Cannot  the  south  see  the  error  it  has  alrea- 
dy committed,  and  the  great  injury  it  will  do  itself 
by  interfering  farther.'  The  south  sees  already  a 
powerful  rival  in  the  production  of  her  great  staple 
built  up;  and  should  Texas  succeed,  she  will  not  only 
compete  with  it  in  the  production  of  cotton,  but 
drain  ofi"  most  of  the  negroes  and  wealth  from  the 
old  cotton  growing  states.  We  profess,  though  we 
have  no  sympathy  for  Mexico,  we  fee!  little  for  Texas. 
If  they  can  work  out  their  own  salvation,  well  and 
good:  if  not,  lef  them  bide  the  result.  Charity  should 
begin  at  home.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
are  already  too  much  embarrassed,  besides  being 
threatened  with  still  greater  evils,  to  think  of  extend- 
ing aid  to  foreigners.  The  people  of  Texas  have  no 
claims  upon  us — on  the  contrary,  we  have  hca\'y 
claims  upon  many  of  them,  who  have  run  their  pro- 
perty from  these  parts  to  avoid  paying  their  debts,  and 
should  they  lose  it  in  the  scuffle,  it  will  be  no  more 
than  a  just  retribution." 

Honorable  Ashbel  Smith,  charge  d'affairs  from  the 
government  of  Texas  to  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  Mr.  George  K.  Teulson,  secretary  of  legation, 
arrived  at  Washington  on  the  41h  inst. 

Meetings  in  sympathy  of  the  Texas  cause  have 
been  held  during  the  past  three  weeks  at  New  Or- 
leans, Mobile,  iSavannah,  Augusta,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  contributions  to  the  amount  of  $1,000 
made  at  Augusta,  Ga.  and  a  company  of  armed  emi- 
grants 70  in  number  left  Mobile  on  24th  ult.  "on 
an  exploring  expedition"  for  that  country.  Two  or 
three  hundred  left  New  Orleans  on  27th  for  the  same 
destination.  The  abolition  sentiments  of  Santa  Anna 
expressed  in  his  late  letter  to  Gen.  Hamilton  have  in- 
creased the  feelings  of  hostility  against  him  at  the 
south.  The  Savannah  Republican  of  iMarch  31,  says: 

"Mr.  G.  B.  Lamar  requests  us  to  say  that  he  can- 
not complain  of  the  use  made  of  his  name,  in  his  ab- 
sence, by  the  friends  of  Texas,  at  their  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening,  because  he  once  engaged  ardently 
in  their  cause,  and  they  were  not  advised  of  any 
change  of  his  opinion  on  that  subject.  Time,  reflec- 
tion, and  a  more  enlightened  conscience,  convince 
him,  however,  that  any  interference  with  the  war  in 
Texas  by  citizens  of  one  of  the  United  States  is  a 
violation  of  the  laws  of  our  own  country,  inconsistent 
with  our  own  interests,  and  the  doctrines  we  hold  of 
like  conduct  of  others  towards  us:  and  he  must,  there- 
fore, in  justice  to  himself,  not  only  decline  the  ap- 
pointment of  treasurer,  hut  refuse  to  contribute  to 
the  cause  in  any  way  whatever." 

Mr.  McRea  on  his  return  to  Washington  from  his 
Mexican  mission,  ■nTites  a  letter  dated  at  Montgome- 
ry, Ala.  March  19,  to  the  editor  of  the  Fayetteville 
North  Carolinian,  in  which  he  details  the  condition 
of  the  Santa  Fe  prisoners  and  says  that  the  small  pox 
had  been  raging  among  them  yet  "most  had  recover- 
ed and  all  have  been  tolerably  provided  for."  They 
were  employed  at  cleaning  the  streets  in  the  cities 
where  they  were  distributed.  Santa  Anna's  military 
strength  he  sets  down  at  90,000  men  and  "his  will  is 
absolute  law." 

The  Caddo  Gazette  of  12th  ult.  recounts  the  death 
of  col.  Robert  Potter,  formerly  member  of  the  United 
States  congress  from  North  Carolina,  and  lately  se- 
nator of  Texas.  A  dispute  arose  between  him  with 
a  hitherto  intimate  friend  of  the  name  of  Rose  con- 
cerning some  land  claimed  by  Potter,  on  which  was 
residing  the  widow  of  Rose's  deceased  brother.  He 
was  beset  in  his  house  by  a  gang  of  rufiians  under 
Rose.  He  sprang  from  his  couch,  seized  his  gun, 
and;  in  his  night  clothes,  rushed  from  the  house.  For 
about  two  hundred  yards  his  speed  seemed  to  defy 
his  pursuers,  but,  getting  entangled  in  a  thicket,  he 
was  captured.  Rose  told  him  him  that  he  intended 
to  act  a  generous  part  and  give  him  a  chance  for  his 
life.  He  then  told  Potter  he  might  run,  and  he  should 
not  be  interrupted  till  he  reached  a  certain  distance. 
Potter  started  at  the  word  of  command,  and  before  a 
gun  was  fired  he  had  reached  the  lake.  His  first  im- 
pulse was  tojump  in  the  waterand  divefor  it,  which 
he  did.  Rose  was  close  behind  him,  and  formed  his 
men  on  the  bank  ready  to  shoot  him  as  he  rose.  In 
a  few  seconds  he  came  up  to  breathe;  and  scarce  had 
his  head  reached  the  surface  of  the  water  when  it 
was  completely  riddled  with  the  shot  of  their  guns, 
and  he  sunk  to  rise  no  more." 

This  is  but  another  of  those  frightful  and  lawless 
scenes  so  frequently  enacted  in  that  section,  where 
also  a  few  weeks  ago,  Mr.  Alston  the  assassin  of 
Gen.  Read  of  Tallahassee,  Florida,  killed  a  man  na- 
med Steuart,  but  was  himself  also  killed  from  the  ren- 
contre. 

Texas  axo  Cai-ifohxia.  We  have  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  statement  which  we  and  most  of  our 
contemporaries  have  copied  from  the  Louisiana  pa- 


pers, that,  by  a  resolution  of  her  congress,  Texas  had 
declared  an  extension  of  her  limits  so  as  to  include 
California,  is  incorrect.  Such  a  resolution  was,  we 
understand,  introduced  by  a  Member  of  the  Texian 
congress,  but  was  never  acted  upon,  or  even  taken 
up  for  the  purpose.  JVaJ.  Intel. 

SWEDEN. 

The  session  of  the  Storthing  of  Norway  was  open- 
ed at  Christiana  on  the  11th  instant,  with  the  usual 
formalities,  and  the  governor  of  the  kingdom  deli- 
vered a  speech  in  the  king's  name.  In  this  document 
his  majesty  congratulated  the  Storthing  on  the  satis- 
factory condition  of  the  country  and  its  steady 
advance  in  the  way  of  improvement.  The  king  ex- 
pressed his  warm  wish  that  the  two  sister  kingdoms 
of  Sweden  and  Norway  should  ever  advance  toge- 
ther in  prosperity,  and  he  assured  the  members  that 
the  relations  of  the  monarchy  with  all  foreign  pow- 
ers were  very  satisfactory.  The  State  Gazette  of 
Stockholm  remarks  that,  during  the  discussion  in  the 
French  chamber  of  deputies  on  the  treaty  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  M.  Guizot  errone- 
ously included  Sweden  among  the  powers  which  had 
acceded  to  the  treaty  of  1833.  "The  Swedish  go- 
vernment, says  this  paper,  'which  had  made  a  simi- 
lar treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  1824,  did  not  accede 
to  the  treaty  of  1834  and  1835,  concluded  between 
the  great  powers;  but  on  the  21st  May,  1836,  con- 
cluded a  special  treaty  with  France."' 

[Corres.  of  Mil.  Int. 
ALGIERS. 

The  French  have  finally  expelled  Abdel  Kader 
from  their  dominions  in  Africa.  Fort  Fafroua,  two 
days  journey  south  of  Tlemcen,  his  last  hold,  was 
destroyed  on  the  9th  February.  General  Bugeaud 
then  returned  to  Tlemcen  to  organize  its  government. 
Mohamed  el  Cheik  a  friend  of  the  French  has  be- 
come the  native  ruler  in  place  of  Abdel  Kader  and 
tlie  latter  had  fled  to  the  district  of  Ouschda  in  Mo- 
rocco. 

IVl.  Guizot  has  hitherto  alluded  to  a  conversation 
held  with  lord  Aberdeen  by  the  French  ambassador 
in  which  the  former  had  formally  declared  his  ao- 
ceptance  of  the  de  facto  state  of  affairs  in  Africa 
and  that  he  would  no  farther  concern  himself  about 
the  promises  of  evacuation  made  by  Charles  X.  On 
March  1st,  Mr.  Shell  in  the  house  of  commons  hav- 
ing interrogated  sir  R.  Peel  on  the  subject,  the  latter 
replied  "that  he  is  authorised  to  declare  that  my  no- 
ble friend  lord  Aberdeen  has  not  admitted  the  entire 
correctness  of  the  version  given  to  that  conversation. 
lie  does  not  admit  that  he  has  said  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  occupation  of  Algiers  by  France. 
His  observaiion  was  simply,  that  he  had  no  remarks 
to  make  on  the  subject. 

The  London  Herald  says: 

"We  regret  to  learn  that  the  indiscreet  revelations 
of  M.  Guizot  in  the  chamber  of  deputies  upon  the 
language  he  pretends  to  have  been  held  by  lord  Aber- 
deen v.'ith  the  French  ambassador  to  our  court,  have 
already  become  a  grave  subject  of  embarrassment 
and  that  communications  but  little  satisfactory  have 
been  exchanged  between  the  two  governments.  The 
noble  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  dissents  from  the 
interpretation  of  his  language  publicly  given  by  M. 
Guizot;  and  this  statesman  has  replied  to  the  British 
explanation  by  a  formal  note  in  which  he  recounts 
the  words  used  and  maintains  the  justice  of  his  de- 
ductions from  them. 

INDIA.    - 

The  news  from  Affghanisfan  extends  to  the  15th 
of  December.  The  position  of  General  Sale  in  the 
midst  of  the  insurrection  was  still  very  critical.  Col. 
McLaren,  sent  to  deliver  him,  had  failed.  A  fresh 
attack  of  the  insurgents  against  the  Engiish  had  been 
successful. 

,A.ccounts  from  the  city  of  Cabool  of  the  8th  of  De- 
cember represent  the  state  of  affairs  there  to  be  much 
worse  than  they  were  before;  provisions  were  becom- 
ing scarce,  and  the  enemy  more  daring  every  day. 

They  had  closely  invested  the  entrenched  camp  at 
Seca-Sung,  and,  it  is  said,  had  made  overtures  of  sur- 
render to  the  envoy,  the  conditions  of  which  were, 
that  he  should  deliver  Shah  Soojah  over  to  the  AfF- 
ghans,  and  leave  the  country  with  our  troops.  Major 
general  Pollock  had  received  orders  to  proceed  to 
Ferozepoor,  and  thence  to  Peishwar,  to  assume  the 
command  of  a  force  assembling  at  that  point,  to  con 
sist  of  10,000  men,  and  the  object  to  relieve  the 
troops  in  Affghanistan. 

CANDAHAa.  We  have  letters  from  Candahar  to 
the  3d  December.  All  was  quiet  then  at  that  place 
The  principal  intelligence  which  our  correspondent 
forwards  to  us  relates  to  the  return  of  Col.  McLa- 
ren's brigade,  news  of  which  had  just  reached  Canda- 
har. The  brigade  had  found  it  impossible  to  over- 
come the  dilGculties  in  its  way,  and  was  therefore  ob 
liged  to  abandon  the  undertaking,  and  fall  back  again 
on  Candahar,  leaving  a  wing  of  one  of  the  regiments 
at  Khelat-i-Gailzee  to  strengthen  that  post. 
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Oude,  December  4.  Confusion  and  anarchy  are  of- 
ten talked  of,  but  I  may  well  say  they  exist  lo  the 
verv  letter  of  the  words  in  this  devoted  country.— 
The  whole  kingdom  is  up  in  arms;  the  Chuckladars 
are  ^laushtering  the  Ryots  on  one  siue,  and  the  Pha- 
loodars  are,  on  the  other  hand,  murderins  the  king  s 
troops  whenever  they  set  the  advantage.  The  Cnuclt- 
ladars  of  SuUanpore  had  received  as  great  a  hckmg 
as  ever  a  merciless  tyrant  could  have  deserved,  from 
theRaiah  ofPhaloodarofBudivan,aplacenotthree  _, 

m.Wom  the  British  cantonment  of  SuUanpore.-   chigan   vice  Cyrus  Love 
Eoberts'slst   regiment  was  engaged   in  this  bloody  I      Re«n..r      Isaac   Pr.ekett,  for    he   land   office   at 
conalct  with  the  rest  of  Nujjeehs,  and  it  is  reported  ,  EdwardsviUe,  lUmois.     Reappointed. 

that  this  once  invincible  regiment  was  now  obliged  to  .  

take  to  its  heelsunder  the  command  ofCaptain  Hear-  ]      MINISTER  TO  SP.\1N.  Washington  Irving,  our 
sy    who  gallantly,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  showed  the    jjji^Ijjj,^  to  Spain,  took    passage  in  the    packet  ship 
use  of  his  scrappers.  They  pursued  the  king's  troops    independence,  which  sailed  on  the  7th  of  April,  for 
for  two  miles.     Captain  Hearsy  suffered  a  loss  ot  au   Liverpool, 
men    in    killed    and    wounded;  amongst  the  former. 


J^iivat  officer.    Moses  Richardson,  district  of  Provi- 1  kept,  under  the  direction  of  the   commander  of  the 

deuce,  R.  I.  vice  Samuel  Brown.  post,  in  which  will   be  duly   entered — the  number  of 

John  Lester,  appraiser  of  merchandise   at  Haiti- |  each  mounted  gun,  its  calibre,  weight,  names  of  foun- 


more,  Maryland,  vice  Lydc  Good 

Benjamin  T.  Fendall,  surveyor  of  the  revenue  at 
Alexandria,  vice  James  McGuire. 

Surveyors.  Samuel  D.  Turner,  Beverly,  Massa- 
chusetts, vice  Aaron  Foster. 

Benj'.  Wormstead,  Marblehead,  jeappointed. 

Land  officer.     Samuel  De.iter,  receiver,  Ionia,  Mi- 


Lieut.  Spry,  nephew  to  Dr.  Spry,  of  Calcutta,  and  a 
Mr.  Nesbit. 

NATIONAL    AFFAIKS. 


THE  TARIFF  BILL,  as  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures  by  Mr.  S.^ltovstall  has  just 
been   published.     It  proposes,  1st,  a  general  ad   va- 


MINISTER  TO  MEXICO.  Gen.  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, the  newly  appointed  minister  to  Mexico,  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  via  Mobile,  on  the  24th  ult,  and  is 
to  embark  thence  for  Vera  Cruz. 


,fi(Vft.  generaV: 


THE  ARMY. 

ES'EBAL  ORDEKS. 

Jice.  Washington,  March  2fi,  1842. 


der  and  inspector,  and  other  marks;  the  description  of 
its  carriage  and  date  of  reception  at  the  post;  where 
from  and  the  greatest  field  of  fire  of  the  gun,  in  its  po- 
sition. 

Every  commander  of  a  fort  or  other  fixed  battery, 
will,  before  entering  on  artillery  practice,  carefully 
reconnoitre  and  cause  to  be  sketched  for  his  record- 
book,  the  water  channels  with  their  soundings,  and 
other  approaches  to  the  work.  Buoys  or  marks  will 
be  placed  at  tthe  extreme  and  intermediate  ranges 
of  the  guns,  and  these  marks  be  numerically  noted  on 
the  sketch.  A  buoy  at  every  five  hundred  yards  may 
suffice. 

At  the  time  of  practice,  a  distinct  and  careful  note 
will  be  made  for  the  record-book  of  every  shot  or 
shell  that  may  be  thrown,  designating  the  guns  fired 
by  their  numbers,  charges  of  powder  used,  the  times 
of  flight  of  shots  and  shells,  the  ranges  and  rico- 
chets, and  the  positions  of  guns  in  respect  to  the  ho- 
rizontal and  vertical  lines. 

The  time  of  flight  of  a  shell  may  be  noted  with 
suflicient  accuracy  by  a  stop-walch,  or  by  counting 
the  heals — (previously  ascertaining  their  value),  of 
other  watches,  and  the  range  may  sometimes  be  com- 
puted by  the   time  of  flight.     Other  modes  of  ascer- 


been   puDiisneo.     ii  piopusc»,  1=..,  a  t.'="'-°'-"    •-        .^.j  ..  gc,..,,.. .  „^...,  .,,.,......„,.,...„,...-,,  ..,..       ;,:_j_^-,|,„   .„_„„    ...ill  readilv   occur  to  officers  of 

■   .       r.i,-  .     „„„„„„»   fn- ■■ocpnnp   niirnnsps-        The  sixth  regiment  of  infantry,  now   at  Jeflerson    taming   me   range    niu  reaaiiy    occur  10  ooicers  oi 
lorem  dutv  of  thirty  per  cent,  tor  revenue  purposes,  &  .   j   1         u    .u  *    sr  enre 

luicm  uuij  w.  "      J  K  ,     .       -  ...         r  barracks.  Will   proceed  without  delay,   by  the   most ,'"-"""- •=• 

Qd,  specific   discriminating  duties  for  protection  of  expeditious  route,  to  Fort  Towson       - 


our  manufacturing  interests,  in  some  cases  conside.c- 
bly  over  thirty,  and  in  others  as  of  raw  materials,  &c. 
under  thirty  per  cent.  In  other  respects  the  compro- 
mise act  is  adhered  to. 

Tea  and  coffee  are  on  the  "free"  list  in  the  bill. 

The  senate  committee  on  manufactures  is  said  to 
have  nearly  completed  their  tariff'  bill.  It  is  on  a 
different  plan  from  that  of  the  house,  and  regulates  a 
home  valuation  of  imports.  It  is  stated  to  be  no  less 
favorable  to  American  labor  than  the  house  bill. 

We  hardly  allow  ourselves  to  doubt  that  one  or 
the  other,  or  perhaps  a  portion  of  each  of  those  pro- 
jects will  ultimately  be  adopted  by  congress,  and  the 
foundation  thereby  be  firmly  laid  of  rene.wed  na- 
tional FROSPERiTV— firmly  persuaded  as  we  are  that 


When  charged  shells  with  fuzes  are  thrown,  the 
of  the  first  dragoons  will  be  detached  from  Fort  Lea-  '  time  of  bursting  will  be  noted.  If  they  are  intended 
venworLh,  with  orders  to  proceed,  without  loss  of  to  fall  on  land,  only  a  blowing  charge  will  be  given 
time,  tT  Fort  Gibson.  The  colonel  and  lieutenant  tn  the  shells  so  that  they  may  be  picked  up  for  fur- 
colone],  commanding   the    regiments,  will  report  to   ther  use. 

Brigadier  general   Taylor,  commanding  the   second  j      On  filling  from  the  barrel,  the  proof  range  of  pow- 
military  department.  1  der  will  be  marked  on  the  cartridges. 

The  company  of  the  first  regiment  of  infantry,  now  j  The  general  objects  of  this  practice  are — to  give 
at  Jefferson  barracks,  will  take  post  at  Fort  Leaven-  ]  to  officers  and  men  the  ready  and  effective  use  of  bat- 
worth,  teries;  to  preserve  on  record  the  more  important  re- 

The  officers   in   command    are  charged  with  the   suits  for  the  benefit  of  the  same,  or  future  comman 


prompt  execution  of  this  order. 

R.  JONES,  MjH  Gen. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

^idyt.  generaVs  office,  Washington,  March  29,1849. 
The  following  order,  received  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  is  published  for  the  government  of  the  army:    tj^p  gf 

War  deparlmenl,  March  28,  1842.      I  s|,ell5   &c 
I.  As  a  portion  of  the  country  along  the  western  ' 


I  ders,  and  to  ascertain  the  efficiency  of  guns  and  car- 
riages. 

Commanders  of  field  artillery  will  also  keep  regis- 
ters of  their  practice,  so  that  not  a  shot  or  shell  shall 
be  thrown  in  the  army,  for   instruction,  without  dis- 
tinct objects,  such  as   range,  accuracy  of  aim,  num- 
hets,  time  of   bursting,  in    the  case  of 


the  distress  which  has  been  accumulating&r  the  last  borders  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  may  become  the  •  .  ^/'  f  """'^■•y,  there  will  be  annually,  hree  pe- 
;  l,rs  has  been  mainly  owin-  to  a  departure  from  !  theatre  of  active  military  operations,  and  as  it  is  de-  1'°'^'  of  PJ'.f '"^e  in  firlnK:-.V''./«"^  f "''  October, 
ten  years  has  been  mainly  owin    to     aepar  ure  iron,  ,  y    1     ^■^^^^^' ^^  .^^^^,^„    for  the   latitude  of  Washington  and  south;  and  May, 


the  true  interests  of  the  people  of  this  country  in  aban-  ^  ^^^^_,j  ^^  ^^^  ^^j^j^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  government  in  rela- 
doning  a  good  tariff"and  thereby  prostrating  the  prices  ,  ,io„  to  those  operations,  in  the  same  manner  as  with 
of  the  LtBOR  of  our  people.     Labor  is  the  first  ingre- 
dient in  the  wealth  of  a  nation — and  is  protected  by 
every  wise  government. 


The  subject  is  at  length  awakening  the  long  dor- 


July,  and  September,  north  of  that  latitude. 

Every  company,  with  a  field  battery,  will  be  al- 
lowed for  annual  practice.  200  blank  cartridges,  and 
a  third  of  that  number  of  shots  or  shells.  Compa- 
nies, with   fixed  batteries,  will  be   allowed  100  car- 


the  peninsula  of  Florida,  the  president   directs  that 

Brig.  General  Taylor,  now  having  charge  of  military 

department  No.  2,     assume  the  command  of  all  the    ...  ,        ,^,  ,  ,     _        ,    ,  ,    ,,      mi  . 

troops  that  now   are  or  hereafter  may  be  ordered  to   '/I'^fes  ,eacji,  w.th^^seventy-five  shots   or  shells.  This 


that  department,  and   th.at  he  adopt  all  proper  mea-  I  ammunition   will  be   expended    in    nearly  equal  dis 


niant  attention  of  thoseVho  have  endured  the  down-    sures  ti  preserv;  the  neutral  relations  of  th'e  United    ^1;^;^-  in    tl^e  tj.ree    monUis   designated   and    if  t^ 

J  ..   rsf  Amoriran   interests      Mcelin^s  of  I  States,  and  to  affbrd  protection  and  security  to  the    "^ompanyoe  mounted,  eithl  Dlanlc  cartric1.es   wilioe 

ward  progress  of  American   interests.     Meetings  of  1  j._.^,^^jj_,      j.j^  ^^. j,,  „^^^„i^,„  ^  ^i.^^l  correspondence    ^"""■^''  ^°''  '''"^^  "^  ">^  "'^er  months  in  the  year. 
the  laboring  people  are  convening  in  every  direction,  j  ,^■^^^^  general  head  quarters   at  Washington,  whence  '•      As   practice  in  gunnery  is  a    heavy  expense  to  go- 
with  a  view  ofpressing  prompt  and  effective  measures  ,  he  will  receive  his  orders,  and  where  only  he  will  be    vernment,  and  yet  indispensable  to  the  instruction  of 
bv  consress  to  avert  the  still  impending  provisions  of   responsible.     Copies  of  his  reports  will,  as  usual,  be    both   officers  and   men,  commanders    of    companies 
I  .'■      .„.,«■  .t,oi  mnst  o-o  infonnerafinnnn  ihp    transmitted  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  western  divi-   and  their  immediate  superiors,  are  charged  with  the 

the  existmgtariff^  that  must  go  into  operation  on  the   ^.^^  ^  |  strict  execution  of  the  foregoing  details;  and  all  offi- 

II.  The  president  directs  that  hereafter  all  officers  eers  authorised  to  make  tours  of  inspection  will  re- 
of  every  branch  of  the  service,  assigned  to  duty  in  the  P"''t  through  the  prescribed  channels,  on  such  execu- 
second  military  department, shall  only  be  relieved  or    tion. 

he  transferred  through  the  orders  of  the  general  or  |  To  determine  accuracy  of  aim,  in  firing  shots  and 
other  oHicer  commanding  the  troops  in  that  depart-  shells,  butts  or  targets  will  he  sought  for  or  fixed, 
ment;  and  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  withdraw  any  Where  no  natural  butt  presents  itself,  targets  will 
officer  of  the  staff  from  duty  there,  the  requisite  in-  ;  be  erected.  A  form  for  floating  targets  will  be  sent 
structions  will  be  given  through  the  adjutant  gener- 1  to  the  commanders  of  the  several  forts.  By  com 
al's  office.  mand  of  Major  General  Scott 

III.  Officers  of  the  general  staff,  serving  in  the  se-  ~ 
cond  military  department,  will  report  to,  and  receive 

assigned  to  the  com- 


1st  July  next,  if  it  remains  unrepealed. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 


BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SEN'ATE. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  jr.  to  be  secretary  of  the  le- 
gation of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  in  the  place 
of  Joseph  G.  Cogswell,  declined. 

James  W.  McCulloh,  of  Maryland,  comptroller  of 
the  treasury. 

James  II.  Weakly,  surveyor  general  for  Alabama, 
reappointed. 

Consuls.  James  Hagerty,  for  the  port  of  Liverpool.  |  instructions   from,  the 

Alexander  Powell,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  port  of  mand  of  that  department 
Rio  de  Janeiro.     [Removed  since.]  --    - 

Thomas  M.  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  of  the  United 
States  for  the  port  of  Matanzas. 

Marshal.  Benjamin  Patteson,  of  the  United  States 
for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama,  from  the  8lh  of 
May,  1842,  when  his  present  commission  v/ill  expire. 

CUSTOM  HOl'SE     OFFICERS. 

Collectors.  Edward  Hopkins,  district  of  Brunswick, 
Georgia,  vice  A.  W.  Willey. 

Leavitt  Thaxter,  district  of  Edgartown,  Mass.  vice 
John  P.  Norton. 

James  Gregory,  district  of  Marblehead,  Mass.  vice 
Peter  Dixey. 

James  E.  Gibblc,  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  reap- 
pointed. 

Hirain  Nourse,  Apalachicola,  Florida,  vice  Ga- 
briel J.  Floyd. 

B.  H.  Crockett,  Vienna,  Maryland,  vice  Charles 
Leary. 


IV.  The  relations  existingbetween  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  western  geographical  division,  in 
connexion  with  the  exposure  of  that  city  to  attacks 
from  abroad,  render  it  proper  to  place  it  in  charge  of 
the  general  commanding  that  division.  The  presi- 
dent, therefore,  directs  that  so  much  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana  as  lies  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  shall  in 
future  be  incorporated  with  and  form  a  part  of  the 
western  division. 

By  order:  J.  C.  SPENCER. 

R.  Jo.VES,  adjutant  general. 

GENERAL    ORDERS,    NO  21. 

JJcad  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  general's  office, 

WaMnglon,  Jipril  1,  1S42. 

At  all  posts  with  fixed  batteries,  the  position  of 
every  gun  mounted  or  to  be  mounted,  will  have  its 
number,  and  this  number  be  placed  on  the  gun  when 
in  position. 

For  every  such  work  a  post-book  of  record  will  be 


n\en\hers. 


R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

A  medical  board  has  been  ordered  to  convene  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  2d  of  May  next  for  the  exami- 
nation of  assistant  surgeons  for  promotion  and  of 
candidates  for  appointment  in  the  medical  stafl'of  the 
army.     The  board  is  composed  of 

Surgeon  T.  G.  Moiver,  president. 
Surgeon  H.  A.  Stinnecke,  ) 
Ass.  surg.  J.  M.  Clyler,    J 

The  steamboat  Galena  left  this  port  yesterday,  for 
Fort  Crawford,  (Prairie  duChien),  having  on  board 
company  C.  Gtli  infantry  under  command  of  captain 
La  Motle.  Lieutenant"  Terrett,  and  Dr.  M'Cormick 
were  also  passengers.         [St.  Louis  Era,  March  23. 

The  steamer  Meteor  at  Jefferson  barracks  on  Sa- 
turday last,  from  New  Orleans,  landed  maj.  Hoff"- 
man.  Dr.  McCormick,,  copt.  Anderson,  capt.  Cady, 
capt.  Duw,  lieut.  Hondrickson,  lieu'.  .4rinistead, 
lieiit.  Bacon,  lieut.  Ernst,  lieut.  Flint,  and  lieut.  Foot 
with  350  of  the  6th  regt.  U.  S.  infantry,  just  from 
Florida.  [St.  Louis  Era  March  21. 
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Died  at  Fort  Wayne,  (Cherokee  nation),  on  the 
February  last,  capt.  Isaac  P.  Simonlon,  of  the  first 
regiment  of  the  United  States  dragoons,  aged  about 
36  years.  Capt.  S.  was  a  graduate  of  tlie  military 
academy  at  West  Point.  He  entered  the  a-'my  in 
1837,  and  from  that  time  until  the  peroid  of  is  death 
had  been'  on  constant  duty  either  with  his  regiment 
or  in  removing  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Ge- 
nerous and  open  hearted,  he  was  universally  esteem- 
ed by  his  brother  officers,  by  whom  his  memory  will 
ever  be  held  in  affectionate  remembrance. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  States  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  lieut.  Rad- 
ford, arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  27th  ult.  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  out  the  hon.  Waddy  Thompson,  our 
new  minister  to  Mexico. 

Captain  J.  B.  Nicholson  is  to  take  command  of  the 
Charlestown  navy  yard  station.  He  is  at  present 
president  of  the  court  martial  in  session  at  Balti- 
more. 

The  steam  frigates  Missouri  and  Mississippi, 
left  New  York  at  S  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
1st  inst.  for  Washington.  On  the  4th  inst.  the  Mis- 
sissippi arrived  at  Washington — but  the  Missouri, 
with  a  pilot  on  board,  deviated  from  the  channel  of 
the  Potomac  and  grounded  opposite  to  Port  Tobacco, 
almost  60  miles  below  the  city.  Every  effort  was  im- 
mediately made  to  get  her  off,  by  backing  her  engines 
and  taking  the  guns  and  other  weighty  articles  aft. 
Lieut.  John  F.  Borden  was  sent  out  in  charge  of  a 
boat's  crew, with  an  anchor,  for  the  purpose  of  heaving 
the  vessel  off;  when  by  some  means  the  boat  was 
unfortunately  swamped,  and  this  meritorious  officer 
and  fifteen  men  perished,  while  in  tl  e  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duty.  The  Madisonian  says:  So 
far  as  the  facts  of  the  case  have  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  department,  every  precaution  usual  in 
such  cases  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  officers 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  attach  blame  to  them  for 
this  deplorable  accident.  Of  course,  however,  the 
subject  will  be  fully  investigated  in  the  proper  man- 
ner. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence,  the 
Mississippi,  which  had  arrived  on  Monday,  was  de- 
spatched to  render  aid  if  necessary.  It  was  expect- 
ed tliat  the  Missouri  would  be  got  off  at  the  next 
high  tide. 

NORTHERN  FRONTIER.  J.  Sheridan  Ho- 
GAN.  A  late  northern  paper  informs  us  that  "this 
confessed  participant  in  the  Caroline  affair  has  made 
a  speech  at  Hamilton,  C.  and  written  a  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Rochester  Evening  Post  in  explanation 
of  his  recent  arrest  at  Lockport.  He  denies  having 
left  through  any  fear  of  consequences,  and  says  he 
did  so  'at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  those  persons 
who  thought  the  ends  of  justice  would  be  much  bet- 
ter answered  if  he  were  not  prosecuted  at  all.'  He 
claims  the  right  'as  a  British  subject  to  traverse  the 
universe,  and  to  plead  my  country  as  a  passport;'  and 
says  'I  sliatl  do  so,  as  far  as  the  Uttiled  iStates  are  coii- 
cniied,  u-hentver  1  think  proper.^^ 

We  liave  since  learned  that  on  the  31st  ult.  having 
again  entered  the  state  he  was  again  arrested  in  Ro- 
chester, N.  York.  His  examination  commenced  the 
next  day  at  the  courthouse  before  the  police  justice. 

INDIANS.  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  The  Bur- 
lington (I.  T.)  Gazetle  says:  We  understand  that  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Sax  and  Fox  nation  of  In- 
dians liave  made  application  to  the  war  department 
at  Washington  to  be  permitted  to  visit  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, with  tlie  view  of  concluding  a  treaty  for 
the  cession  of  a  portion  of  the  country  at  present 
owned  by  them,  to  the  general  government.  A  gen- 
tleman well  advised  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Indians, 
and  direct  from  their  country,  assures  us  that  they 
are  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  sella  portion  of 
their  lands,  say  one-half.  They  begin  to  perceive 
the  necessity  of  such  a  step.  The  traders  have  ceas- 
ed crediting  them,  except  for  articles  of  the  most 
urgent  necessity;  and  they  have  been  given  to  under 
stand  that  this  course  will  be  persisted  in  until  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  large  amount  already  due  is 
paid  up.  Should  the  policy  of  removing  the  Indians 
to  the  country  designated  in  gov.  Doty's  Sioux  trea- 
ty be  abandoned,  as  it  doubtless  will  be,  and  the  go 
vernment  agree  to  treat  for  a  given  portion  of  their 
lands — say,  as  before,  one-half — leaving  them  the 
other  half  to  fall  back  upon,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  effort  would  be  attended  with  suc- 
cess. Our  territory  has  a  deep  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  therefore  wc  hope  the  request  of  the  Indians 
will  be  granted,  although  aware  that  of  late  years 
such  visits  have  encountered  the  disapprobation  of 
the  war  and  Indian  departments.  The  expenses  of  a 
deputation  properly  limited  would  not  exceed  those 
attendant  on  a  treaty  with  commissioners  in  the  In- 
dian country. 


Horrors  of  Indian  warfare.  The  N.  Y.  Com- 
mercial publishes  the^  following  letter.  The  occur- 
rences alluded  to  we  have  before  noticed. 

Fort  mate,  E.  F.  March  16,  1842. 

About  the  24th  of  last  month  a  party  of  the  red 
devils  attacked  a  Mr.  Tillis's  family,  in  his  absence, 
about  thirty  miles  from  this  fort,  shot  his  wife  down 
in  the  yard,  stabbed  a  young  lady,  shot  an  arrow  into 
each  of  his  children,  and,  after  plundering  the  house 
retired. 

As  soon  as  news  was  brought  me  I  repaired  to  the 
spot,  with  what  force  I  could  muster,  for  a  portion 
of  my  command  was  scouring  the  hammocks  west 
of  the  Suwanee  river,  and  found  the  mother  and  one 
child  dead;  a  little  boy,  of  six  years  old  shot  through 
with  an  arrow,  but  alive;  a  little  girl,  of  about  seven, 
with  an  arrow  sticking  from  her  back;  a  poor  little 
boy,  two  and  a  half  years  old,  with  one  slicking 
from  his  left  breast,  and  the  young  lady  stabbed 
twice,  once  on  each  side,  nearly  under  the  arm,  and 
apparently  with  a  butcher  knife,  plunged  up  to  the 
handle. 

I  had  taken  our  surgeon  along.  The  last  little  boy 
died  under  the  operation  of  extracting  the  arrow; 
the  little  girl  died  the  next  day.  The  arrow  was  ex- 
tracted, but  the  barbed  iron  remained  immovably 
fixed  in  the  back  bone. 

A  little  babe,  three  weeks  old,  had  been  overlook- 
ed by  the  savages.  Just  imagine  all  these  in  one 
house,  and  fancy  my  feelings  in  seeing  them  suffer. 
I  can  see  and  assist  at  cutting  men  up,  but  not  little 
innocent  children;  for  a  time  1  felt  like  a  woman. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  I  think  that  the  young  lady 
and  the  hoy,  the  arrow  from  whose  body  was  pulled 
through,  will  recover.  All  the  rest  are  dead  who 
were  injured. 

Again,  (since)  a  woman,  near  the  natural  bridge, 
when  stooping  down  to  dip  water,  had  an  arrow  shot 
by  an  Indian  about  fifteen  paces  off,  through  her 
frock  and  out  through  her  bonnet.  She  fled  lor  her 
life  and  escaped. 

Again,  four  days  after  the  first  occurrence,  an  old 
lady,  named  Ogsby,  sent  her  son  to  grind  som.e  meal: 
he  fell  in  with  another  young  man,  and  seeing 
smoke  proceed  from  the  direction  of  his  mother's, 
they  proceeded  in  that  direction,  and  saw  the  yard 
full  of  Indians,  and  the  house  on  fire,  and  after 
alarming  the  neighborhood,  and  going  to  the  spot, 
the  old  lady's  bones  were  found  among  the  embers, 
and  the  Indians  gone.  This  was  about  fifty  miles 
from  this  port. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  by  a  rapid  movement, 
the  dragoons  crossing  at  Fort  Fanning,  these  Indians 
were  trailed  to  their  camp,  within  about  two  miles 
of  old  Fort  Baker,  and  seven  of  their  wives  and 
children  taken.  The  Indian  warriors,  authors  of 
this  tragedy,  were  fired  upon,  and  one  of  them  shot 
down;  but,  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  they 
finally  escaped  in  a  state  of  nudity. 

Murder  of  white  men  by  Sioux  Indians.  The 
Burlington,  (I.  T.)  Gazette,  of  the  19th,  says — in- 
telligence of  the  murder  of  two  of  our  citizens — L. 
W.  Babbitt  and  Washington  Jones— by  the  Sioux 
Indians,  and  of  the  wounding  of  another  person 
named  Buckhalter,  was  brought  to  this  place,  a  day 
or  two  ago,  by  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Indian  boundary  line.  They  left  this 
place  about  the  close  of  last  fall,  for  the  Sac  and 
Fox  country,  with  the  view  of  trading  and  traffick- 
ing with  the  Indians— having,  as  we  are  informed, 
procured  permission  so  to  do  from  proper  authority 
previous  to  starting.  Their  object  was  not  to  estab- 
lish a  regular  trading  house;  but,  by  traversing  the 
country,  to  purchase  from  the  Indians,  on  the  most 
favorable  terms,  their  furs  and  peltries.  Nothing 
was  heard  of  them  until  about  a  month  ago,  when  a 
vague  rumor  of  their  murder  by  the  Indians  obtain- 
ed currency;  but  as  the  story  could  not  be  satisfacto- 
rily traced,  but  little  credence  was  given  to  it.  The 
intelligence  now  brought  comes  almost  directly  from 
Buckhalter,  who  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  English 
river.  The  informant  of  the  gentleman  who  com- 
municated it  to  our  citizens,  had  it  from  B.  The 
whites  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  Sioux,  and 
Babbitt  and  Jones  instantly  killed.  Buckhalter  was 
wounded,  but  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape. 
These  are  all  the  particulars  we  have  learned.  Whe- 
ther the  occurrence  took  place  in  the  Sac  and  Fox 
or  Sioux  country,  we  are  unable  to  say.  The  unfor- 
tunate men  may  possibly  have  penetrated  entirely 
through  the  former  and  into  the  latter;  or,  what  is 
more  probable,  they  may  have  encountered  the  Sioux 
out  of  their  country  on  one  of  their  frequent  preda- 
tory excursions. 

From  the  Van  Buren  (Ark.)  Intelligencer.  The  rev. 
R.  R.  Roberts,  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  the  rev.  E.  R.  Ames,  corresponding  se- 
cretary of  the  Missionary  society  of  the  same  church, 


are  now  on  a  visit  to  the  Choctaw,  Creek  and  Cheor- 
kee  countries.  The  latter  spent  the  last  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  in  our  town,  while  the  former  waited 
for  him  at  Fort  Smith.  Mr.  A.  occupied  our  pulpit 
in  two  discourses  on  Sabbath  day,  and  had  crowded 
audiences,  all  of  whom  listened  to  his  superior  logic, 
his  commanding  eloquence,  and  convincing  discours- 
es, with  the  most  deferential  respect.  The  object  of 
bishop  Roberts  and  Mr.  Ames,  in  visiting  the  Indian 
country,  is  to  consult  the  Indians  on  the  propriety  of 
establishing  manual  labor  schools  among  them — 
schools  for  the  promotion  of  letters,  and  learning  the 
boys  agriculture,  or  some  useful  art,  as  the  parents 
shall  direct.  This  society  has  also  made  considera- 
ble progress  among  the  tribes  north  of  us,  lying  par- 
ticularly on  the  Kanzas  river.  They  have  a  school 
only  two  miles  from  the  Missouri  line,  at  which 
Shawnees,  Potawatamies,  Kickapoos,  a  few  Osages, 
and  some  others,  are  being  taught  with  great  suc- 
cess. The  society  has  already  expended  exceeding 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  in  the  erection  of  buildings, 
and  have  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  scholars  at 
their  school. 

The  Arkansas  Intelligencer  of  the  11th  ultimo, 
published  in  the  town  of  Van  Buren,  in  copying  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Phariss,  relative  to  contemplated  grand 
council  of  the  western  tribes  of  Indians  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  into  a  confederation,  treats  it  as 
a  ridiculous  story  having  no  foundation  whatever  in 
truth. 

LAND  OFFICE.  Public  notice  has  been  given  of 
the  discontinuance  of  the  land  office  at  Bueyrus,  Ohio, 
and  the  remaing  lands  in  that  land  district  are  sub- 
ject to  sale  at  Lima  iu  the  same  state. 


STATES  OF    THE    VJilOJi, 


MAINE. 
The  legislalure  at  their  late  session,  divided  the 
state  into  eight  congressional  districts,  on  condition 
that  an  apportionment  law  shall  be  passed  by  con- 
gress, allowing  to  Maine  eight  members,  but  if  the 
number  assigned  to  the  state  should  be  more  or  less 
than  eight,  the  governor  is  required  to  issue  his  prn_ 
clamation,  announcing  the  fact,  and  calling  on  the 
electors  to  choose  the  assigned  number  of  representa- 
tives in  congress  by  a  general  ticket. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Life  boats.  The  Atlas  says,  "almost  every  temjt- 
est  that  occurs  upon  our  coast,  demonstrates  the  wis- 
dom and  philanthropy  of  the  course  pursued  by  our 
legislature,  aided  by  the  humane  society,  in  estab- 
lishing life  boats  at  the  most  exposed  points,  along 
the  line  of  our  coast.  By  a  resolve  of  the  legislature, 
[passed  March  17,  1841,  an  appropriation  was  made, 
I  for  three  additional  life  boats,  one  of  which  was 
I  placed  at  Chatham,  in  Oclober  last — one  at  Race 
j  Point,  and  the  third  at  Nantucket — and  by  the  active 
[exertions  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  humane 
I  society,  and  a  contribution  from  the  funds  of  that 
society,  a  fourth  boat  was  also  procured,  and  placed 
at  Plymouth." 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

In  the  legislature  on  the  30th  ult.  the  two  houses 
joined  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  report  on  the 
votes  of  the  people  on  the  question  of  ratifying  the 
constitution.  They  reported  that  the  whole  number 
of  votes  given  was  16,902 

To  reject,        ....    8,689 
To  approve,  .         .         .        8,013 

Majority 676 

The  ballots  and  lists  were  ordered  to  be  preserved 
in  the  secretary's  office. 

The  N.  Y.  Jouanal  of  Commerce  remarks  "that  the 
eonstitutution  thus  rejected  is  a  different  thing  from 
that  which  is  called  the  free  suffrage  constitution, 
which  was  the  result  of  a  popular  movement,  and 
sustained  by  most  of  those  who  opposed  the  constitu- 
tion thus  rejected.  This  free  suffrage  party  now 
claim  that  their  own  constitution  is  in  tbrco — it  hav- 
ing been  approved,  as  they  say,  by  a  majority  of  all 
the  male  inhabitants  in  the  state  above  the  age  of  21 
years.  The  other  party  contend  that  the  proceed- 
ings in  regard  to  the  free  suffrage  constitution  are 
utterly  invalid,  have  been  begun,  continued  and  com- 
pleted, not  only  without  the  concurrence  of  the  stat* 
authorities,  but  in  despite  of  them;  and  that  conse- 
quently the  old  charter  remains  in  force,  and  will 
continue  to  be  in  force,  until  a  new  constitution  is 
adopted  under  the  sanction  of  the  existing  govern- 
ment. The  legislature  are  now  in  session,  and  their 
course  in  reference  to  this  matter  is  regarded  with 
considerable  interest. 
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There  was  a  convention  held  some  time  since  by 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  this  state,  ic!(/icii(  legal  ati- 
thorihj,  who  proceeded  to  form  the  project  of  a  new 
constitution  for  the  government  of  the  state,  which 
was  published,  and  under  the  provisions  of  which  the 
people  were  to  assemble  tiiis  sprinp:  in  their  respec- 
tive towns,  elect  their  otlicers  and  organize  a  new 
government.  There  was  also  a  project  for  a  new 
constitution,  formed  by  legal  authority,  and  which 
■was  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  ultimate  deci- 
sion thereon.  Those  who  had  participated  in  the 
former  project  joined  those  who  are  opposed  to  any 
change,  and  the  popular  vote  derided  against  this 
new  constitution.  The  lec;islature  deeming  all  un- 
authorized proceedings  to  destro}'  an  existing  govern- 
ment of  very  dangerous  tendency,  at  its  late  session, 
passed  a  law  making  these  meetings  illegal  and  void, 
and  any  person  who  shall  act  as  moderator,  warden, 
or  clerk  of  such  pretended  town  or  ward  meeting, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  pun- 
ished by  indictment  with  a  fine  not  exceeding  $1,0U0, 
nor  lesss  than  Ji500,  and  be  imprisoned  for  the  term 
of  six  months.  Any  person  who  shall  under  any 
pretended  constitution  of  government  of  the  stale, 
assume  to  exercise  any  of  the  legislative,  executive 
or  ministerial  functions  of  the  offices  of  goven 
senators,  representatives,  &c.,  or  sltali  assemble  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  such  functions,  such  acts 
shall  be  deemed  an  usurpation  of  the  sovereign  po 
er  of  the  slate,  and  are  declared  treason,  and  such 
person  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  during  life 
as  is  now  by  law  prescribed. 

This  law  is  exceedingly  unpopular  with  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  old  constitution  and  demonstrations  ap- 
pear towards  carrying  out  their  own  project  of  lay- 
ing hold  of  the  government,  in  consequence  of 
which  governor  Kmg  has  issued  his  proclamation, 
warning  and  admonishing  all  persons  from  participat- 
ing in  the  unlawful  enterprise  of  certain  residents  of 
the  state,  "who  are  conspiring  and  confederating 
to  usurp  the  government  thereof,  are  deceiving  and 
seducing  honest  and  well-meaning  citizens,  under  va- 
rious pretences  to  engage  in  said  criminal  enterprise, 
contrary  to  tlie  laws  in  such  cases  made  and  pro- 
vided," and  admonishing  them  to  cease  all  further 
proceedings  therein,  as  they  will  answer  the  contra- 
ry at  their  peril.  All  judges  and  other  magistrates, 
are  enjoined  to  be  vigilant  and  firm  in  detecting  and 
bringing  to  condign  punishment  all  persons  engaged 
in  such  enterprises;  and  the  support  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  the  slate  is.  invoked  to  aid  and  support  the 
civil  authority  in  its  exertions  to  suppress  all  unlaw- 
f\il  combinations,  and  mainlam  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  the  slate. 

The  adjutant  general,  Elisha  Dyer,  jr.  by  com- 
mand of  the  governor  has  also  issued  his  order  for 
the  military  throughout  the  state  to  assemble  forth- 
with and  be  in  readiness,  at  30  minutes'  warning, 
armed  and  equipped  to  obey  such  orders  as  may  be 
received  from  the  commander-in-chief.  We  appre- 
hend the  factious  spirits  of  Rhode  Island  will  now 
begin  to  see  that  their  governor  is  in  earnest  and  will 
spare  him  the  necessity  of  any  further  proceedings. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  legislature  has  passed  a  law  to  provide  for 
paying  the  debt  and  preserving  the  credit  of  the  state, 
by  imposing  a  direct  tax,  and  indefinitely  postponing 
all  the  works  of  internal  improvement.  Gov.  Se- 
ward, in  a  message  to  the  legislature,  informs  Ihem 
that  these  measures  are  contrary  to  the  policy  which 
he  has,  on  all  proper  occasions,  recommended,  but 
as  the  question  is  of  a  nature  pgrcly  legislative,  and 
as  the  measures  proposed  are  represented  by  the  fis- 
cal administration  to  be  urgently  necessary,  although 
he  dissents  from  these  opinions,  he  does  not  consider 
it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  to  at- 
tempt to  control  the  deliberate  action  of  the  legisla- 
ture under  the  circumstances,  and  he  has  given  his 
assent  to  the  bill. 

New  Youk  and  Virgixia  covTROvEnsY.  In  the 
legislature  on  the  3l3t  ult.  the  following  proceedings 
took  place: 

Mr.  Dickinson  called  for  the  consideration  of  his 
resolution  mstructing  the  judiciary  commillee  to  re- 
port relative  to  the  matters  in  issue  in  tlie  controver- 
sy between  the  states  of  New  York  and  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  D.  inquired  if  this  motion  was 
debatcable? 

The  chair,  (Mr.  Paige),  decided  that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Dickinson  appealed  from  this  decision  and 
proceeded  to  argue  in  favor  of  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Strong  said  the  judiciary  committee  had  been 
frequently  called  upon  to  report  relative  to  llie  mat- 
ters in  controversy  betwectu  this  state,  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina.  He  had  before  told  the  senator  from 
the  sixth,  (Mr.  Dickinson),  that  the  committee  would 
report  on  this  subject  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
legislature.  But  a  recent  decision'of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  had   rclicvrd    the    com- 


mittee from  what  would  otherwise  have  been  an  ad- 
ditional burden.  That  decision  was  that  all  laws  of 
states  regulating  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves  under 
the  requisitions  of  the  constitution,  were  unconstitu- 
tional and  void. 

If  that  decision  be  precisely  what  common  noto- 
riety says  it  is,  then,  whatever  may  be  our  individual 
opinions,  we  are  bound  by  it.  Tlje  committee  were 
only  waiting  to  obtain  authentic  and  official  informa- 
tion of  the  full  extent  of  this  decision,  when  they 
could  report.  But  whether  official  information  was 
or  was  not  received,  he  could  inform  the  senator, 
that  as  soon  as  sufficient  to  form  the  basis  of  legisla- 
tion, was  received,  the  committee  would  report  in 
favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  law  extending  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  to  fugitive  slaves. 

Mr.  Root  said  the  senator  undoubtedly  put  forward 
this  view  of  the  case  as  a  reason  why  the  committee 
should  not  report  upon  this  question.  But  he,  (Mr. 
R.)  thought  that  if  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  would  take  another  view,  he  would  be 
satisfied  that  there  was  a  necessity  of  a  report,  not- 
withstanding the  alleged  decision  of  the  U.  States 
supreme  court. 

The  decision  of  that  court  is,  as  he  understood  it, 
that  the  making  of  statute  laws,  relative  to  the  man- 
ner of  making  demands  for  runaway  slaves,  and  pre- 
scribing the  subsequent  action  thereon,  belongs  to 
congress.  But  he  would  ask  the  honorable  senator 
10  take  this  view  of  the  case; — when  claimants  for 
fugitive  slaves  come  into  our  stale  courts,  has  not  the 
legislature  of  the  stale  the  right  to  regulate  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding  in  those  courts.'  It  has  been  a 
question  whether  congress  could  confer  United  Slates 
jurisdiction  upon  state  courts,  but  it  has  never  vet 
been  doubted  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  enforce  its  laws  in  the  slate  courts.  It  can- 
not be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  state. 

If  the  legislature  of. this  state,  for  instance,  see  fit 
to  tell  the  judges  of  our  slate  courts  that  they  shall 
not  take  cognizance  of  United  States  causes,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  they  would  undoubtedly  be  bound  to  obey. 
If  we  tcU  them  they  mni/  take  such  jurisdiction,  then, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  it  must  be  exercised  in  con- 
formity with  our  laws.  If  parties  interested  are  not 
satisfied  with  our  courts,  let  them  go  to  the  United 
Slates  courts  for  their  redress.  If  they  voluntarily 
choose  to  appeal  to  our  state  courts,  they  must  take 
them  as  they  are. 

The  supreme  court  had  never  decided  that  we 
could  not  regulate  the  practice  of  our  courts.  They 
never  could  make  such  a  decision.  If  they  ever 
should,  he,  (Mr.  H.)  was  prepared  to  meet  any  se- 
nator upon  that  ground,  and  demon.strate  the  correct- 
ness of  his,  (Mr.  R's)  position.  If  we  would  pass 
laws  to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  United  Slates' 
courts  within  our  borders,  in  relation  to  causes  arising 
under  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
then  undoubtedly  such  laws  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional ai.d  void.  But  the  United  Stales  supreme 
court  could  never  interfere  with  our  state  local  laws 
to  regulate  our  owp  local  affairs. 

Mr.  I'urman  thought  the  senator,  (Mr.  Strong) 
would  find  that  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  would  not  bear  him  out  in  recom- 
mending a  repeal  of  tlie  law  giving  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury  to  fugitive  slaves.  That  decision  was  on  an 
entirely  different  case.  Mr.  F.  here  recited  and  com- 
mented upon  the  points  involved  in  the  ease  which 
had  recently  been  decided  upon  by  the  supreme 
court.  To  be  sure,  in  giving  that  decision,  the  judges 
went  further  and   gave  it  as  their  opinion   that   all 


MESSAGE    FROM    THE    GOVERNOR. 

Executive  chamber,  .March  29(fc,  1342. 
To  the  assembly:  The  chief  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  "an  act  lo  provide  for  paying  the  debt  and 
preserving  the  credit  of  the  state,"  arelhe  imposition 
of  a  lax  and  an  indefinite  suspension  of  all  the  works 
of  internal  improvement.  These  important-measures 
are  contrary  to  the  policy  which  I  have  on  all  pro- 
per occasions  recommended,  and  to  which,  with  the 
most  respectful  deference  to  the  legislature,  I  am 
obliged  by  convictions  of  public  duty  to  adhere.  But 
the  question  is  of  a  nature  purely  legislative,  and  the 
measures  proposed  have  not  only  the  approbation  of 
the  fiscal  administration,  (from  which  the  executive 
is  constitutionally  separated)  but  are  represented  by 
that  administration  to  be  absolutely  and  urgently  ne- 
cessary. Although  dissenting  from  these  opinions, 
yet  believing  that  the  executive  could  not  consistent- 
ly with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  attempt  to  con- 
trol the  deliberate  action  of  the  legislature  in  regard 
lo  such  measures  under  such  circumstances,  I  have 
given  my  assent  to  the  bill,  and  it  has  become  a  law. 
WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Judge  or  court  of  common-  pleas.  James  Camp- 
bell, esq.  has  been  appointed  by  the  governor  and 
senate  of  Pennsylvania,  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  in  place  of  judge  Randall. 

Rail  road  from  PIarrisburg  to  Pinegrove.  The 
Harrisburg  papers  express  much  gratification  at  the 
passage  of  an  .  el  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  to  construct  a 
rail  road  from  Harrisburg  to  Pine  Grove,  in  the 
Swatara  coal  region.  It  is  a  very  important  work, 
and  must  confer  great  advantages  on  Harrisburg,  as 
well  as  on  the  extensive  coal  region  which  will  thus 
be  connected  with  canal  navigation  at  the  former 
place.  The  Telegraph  sajs:  The  Harrisburg  and 
Pinegrove  rail  road  has  the  privilege  of  connecting 
with  any  other  improvements,  in  Schuylkill  county, 
which  is  a  great  addition  to  the  value  of  the  charter. 
The  Swatara  region  will  soon  have  facilities  for  min- 
ing annually  at  least  a  quarter  million  of  tons,  and  in 
a  few  yeass  will  afford  as  large  a  tonnage  as  Ihe  great 
coal  region  located  around  the  borough  of  Potlsville. 
Wilh  these  evident  prospective  advantages,  we  have 
no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  this  a  most  excellent  in- 
vestment, and  hope  soon  to  see  the  stock  taken  and 
operations  commenced. 

DELAWA  RE. 

The  Wilmington,  (Delaware),  Gazette,  after  no- 
ticing the  ease  with  which  the  banks  of  that  state 
had  resumed  specie  payment,  says;  "The  ability  and 
credit  of  our  moneyed  institutions  have  not  been  im- 
paired or  destroyed  by  the  intermeddling  of  headlong 
and  ignorant  legislatures.  Without  making  preten- 
sions to  vast  abilities  and  profound  sagacity,  the  men 
who  make  our  laws  and  protect  the  interests  of  the 
state  have  proved  themselves  gifted  wilh  a  v/isdom 
that  has  led  them  forth  in  a  path  of  safely,  economy 
and  prosperity.  For  a  stale,  in  these  times  of  de- 
pression and  embarrassment,  to  be  not  only  out  of 
debt,  but  to  have  a  half  a  million  of  dollars  surplus, 
is  something  to  boast  of;  and  we  do  feel  a  pride  when 
we  consider  the  safe  and  unbuidened  condition  of 
Delaicare.'' 


tale   laws  interfering   with   the   laws  of  congress,    presented   the  following   protest 

vere-  unconstitutional    and    void.     But    that  was    a  

mere  obiter  dictum  of  the  judges.     No  case  was  be- 
fore them  which  required  them  to  gi 
cision. 


;  any  such  de- 

They  have  not  decided  that  if  a  slave  is  reclaimed 
m  the  state  of  New  York,  and  should  sue  out  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  that  he  would  not  be  entitled  to 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  to  determine  the /acts  of  the 
ease.  They  could  never  have  made  such  a  decision 
as  that.  He  appreheiidedcd  Ihe  judiciary  committee 
would  find  that  the  decision  would  not  hear  them  out 
in  the  conslruclion  which  they  had  put  upon  it.  Mr. 
F.  concluded  with  giving  some  reasons  why  in  his 
opinion,  the  decision  of  the  chair,  in  this  instance, 
should  not  stand. 

Sir.  P'oster  briefly  supported  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  when  the  same  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Dickinson's  motion  now  to  consider  his  resolu- 
tion was  negatived  by  a  like  vote.  Mr.  D.  then 
moved  to  discharge  the  committee  from  Ibis  subject, 
and  to  refer  the  same  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
Mr.  D.  inquired  if  this  motion  was  dehaleable.'  The 
hair  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Dickinson  then 
proceeded  to  address  the  senate  at  length  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  aid  was  followed  on.  the  same  side  by 
Mc^srs.  Root  and  Hard.  Mr.  Strong  moved  to  lay  this 
molion  on  the  lahlo,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


VIRGINIA. 

A   few  moments   before  the  late   adjournment  of 

-  Virginia  legislature,  Mr.  Armstrong  of  Harrison, 
hich  after  being 
d,  was  on  Mr.  Yerby's  motion  and  with  Mr.  A's 
consent  laid  upon  the  table. 

"The  undersigned,  members  ftf  the  present  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Virginia,  for  themselves,  and  on  be- 
half of  their  constituents,  enter,. and  record  their  so- 
lemn protest,  against  the  refusal  of  this  general  as- 
sembly, to  execute  the  authority  contained  in  the 
fifth  section  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  which 
prescribes,  that  Ihe  general  assembly,  ajlerthc  year  1S41, 
and  at  intervals  thcrca/ler  of  not  less  than  ten  years, 
shall  hare  authority,  tu-o-thirds  of  each  house  concurring, 
lo  make  re-aiiiiortionmcnts  oj  delegates  and  senators 
thrcughoul  the  commonwealth.  So  that  the  number  of  dele- 
gates shall  not  nt  any  lime  exceed  16i),  nor  of  senators, 
3ti."  We  also  I'RciTEsT  against  the  refusal,  to  pass 
a  law,  providing  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people 
upon  calling  a  convention  to  amend  the  constitution 
of  the  state.  Thus  deliberately,  and  solemnly  deny- 
ing, in  the  only  two  forms  in  which  the  inequality  of 
representation  throughoutthe  state  can  becorreeted, 
and  refusing  to  the  people  the  only  means  of  redress- 
ing grievances  violative  of  equal  rights,  of  equal 
freedom,  and  of  those  sacred  principles  unanimously 
ainrmcd  by  our  fathers  in  June,  1776,  and  re-affirui- 
cd  by  the  people  of  Virginia  in  convei.lion  assem- 
bled, in  January,  1830. 

We.  therefore,  cherishing   as   wc  do   our  love  of 
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country — "that' all  men  are  hy  nature  equally  free  and  .  uU.  that  the  talented  and  indefatigable  advocate  of 
indcpeiuknt" — "that  all  pmoer  is  vested  in,  and  conse- '.  iha  common  school  sjstem,  Elam  P.  Langdom,  esq. 
queiilly  derleed  from  the  jieople" — and,  believing  as  we  ,  has  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  board  of  trustees. 


do,  that  all  of  these  fundamental  principles,  which 
are  embodied  in  our  declaration  of  rights,  are  gross- 
ly violated  by  the  existing  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentation, v/e  avail  ourselvesof  the  only  present  right, 
that  of  spreading  upon  the  legislative  journal,  this 
our  protest.     [Signed  by  50  western  members.] 

At  the  late  session,  a  new  county,  Marion,  was 
created  out  of  parts  of  Monongalia  and  Harrison, 
county  seat  to  be  at  Middleton;  another  called  Car- 
roll was  created  out  of  part  of  the  county  of  Gray 


which  he  has  filled  for  a  number  of  years  with  dis- 
tinguished ability  and  usefulness.  In  his  address  to 
the  board  upon  the  occasion  he  says,  that  engage- 
ments of  both  a  public  and  private  nature  render  the 
stfp  indispensable;  and  adds; 

"The  pleasure  which  I  have  enjoyed  in  the  har- 
monious deliberations  and  actions  of  the  board,^ — in 
the  teachers'  meetings — -in  the  exercises  of  the 
school  room,  and  in  the  continued  evidences  of 
friendship  and  confidence   that  I  have  realised  from 


son,  county  seat  to  be  at  Hillsville;  another  to  be  I  trustees,  teachers,  and  pupils,  will  ever  be  re- 
called Wayne,  out  of  part  of  Cabell  county,  county  membered  as  constituting  some  of  the  highest  en- 
seat  on  the  Twelve  Pole'River  at  v^.  Trout's.     Acts' joyments  of    my   life.     And    though  I  shall  cease  to 


■were  also  passed  authorising  the  degree  of  graduate 
of  the  institute  to  be  conferred  on  the  cadets  of  the 
military  school  at  Lexington;  annexing  part  of  the 
county  of  Pulaski  to  Montgomery  county;  ceding  the 
land  on  which  Fort  Nelson  was  erecteil  and  ten  acres 


;t  with  you,  as  a  member  of  the  board,  my  inte- 
rest in  the  cause  of  general  education  will  not, 
thereby,  in  the  least,  be  abated. 

Our  systems  of  public  instruction  should,  by  com- 
mon  consent,  be    placed   on  elevated  ground.     The 


on  Hog  island  in  Northampton  county  to  the  general  i  labors  in    these    fields  of  benevolence  will  be  as  en- 
vernment;    appropriating    §1,500   to   the   military  ;  Juring   as   our  race,  and    every  friend    to   the  cause 


school  at  Lexington  and  requiring  the  state's  cadets 
to  act  as  teaohers  for  two  years  in  some  one  of  the 
schools  of  the  state  after  finishing  their  course;  au- 
thorising the  treasurer  of  the  state  to  issue  certifi- 
cates of  stork  to  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  co. 
to  amount  of  $250,000,  irredeemable  for  20  years, 
and  to  be  applied  in  redemption,  of  its  bonds  guaran- 
teed by  the  state  and  pledged  to  the  house  of  Morri- 
son Sons  &  Co.  of  London,  or  any  other  of  said  bonds 
hypothecated  in  Holland.  Act  183  suspends  until 
ihe  1st  of  November  next,  so  much  of  any  act  as 
subjects  the  banks  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  damages  and 
fifteen  per  cent,  interest  for  non-payment  of  specie; 
and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  legislature  so  much  of  any 
act  as  prohibits  the  banks  from  issuing  notes  for  a  less 
denomination  than  $20,  and  from  receiving  the  bank 
notes  of  foreign  banks  of  a  less  denomination  than 
$10;  and  prohibits  the  banks  from  putting  in  circula- 
tion the  notes  of  any  h^nk,  fm-ei^n  or  domestic,  of  a  less 
denomination  than  $5;  but  the  banks  may  themselves 
issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  and  two  dol- 
lars, not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  on  theii'  whole  ca- 
pital, until  the  1st  of  January  next,  the  said  notes  to 
be  payable  in  specie  on  demand  whenever  presented 
at  the  bank  or  branch  where  issued,  and  on  failure 
they  pre  liable  to  a  penalty  of  25  per  cent,  damages, 
recoverable  by  warrant  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
Requires  the  banks  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  Novem- 
ber next  to  resume  spec4e   payments,  but   exempt 


f  he  will,  do  something  to  help  them  forward 
and  render  them  more  light  and  etficacious.  In  our 
schools,  should  be  inculcated  upon  the  minds  of  the 
young,  the  pure  and  moral  precepts  of  the  bible; 
"those  excellent  precepts  which  teach  us  to  do  to 
others  as  We  would  that  others  should  do  to  us.  A 
strict  adherence  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  and  to 
those  priiiciples  of  freedom  which  are  based  in  the 
legal  security  of  our  rights,  cannot  be  too  often  nor 
too  strongly  cherished. 

I  shall  ever  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  our  schools,  and  I  rejoice  in  the  elforts  which 
have  been  made,  and  those  that  are  now  making,  to 
elevate  the  character  and  to  improve  the  qualifica- 
tions of  our  teachers;  and  dwell  with  pleasure  upon 
the  eti'ects  which  their  labors  are  producing  upon  the 
physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  culture  of  our 
youth,  and  what  they  are  destined  to  produce,  with 
their  growth  and  future  advanceuieut  upon  societyat 
large. 

The  board  have  published  the  following  testimonial: 
Council  ckamber,  school  department, 

Cincmnati,  Mdrcli  Ulh,  1S42. 
Whereas  it  is  deemed  right  and  proper  that  all  ac- 
tions truly  meritorious,  whether  such  acts  emanate 
from  associations,  councils,or  individuals,  should  be 
acknowledged.  And  whereas  as  members  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  visiters  of  common  schools  we 
feel  that  our  acts  should  speak    the  language  of  our 


them  from  paying  specie  for  any  note  held  by  or  due  :  j^gg,,^^  j^  separating  officially  from  members  of  our 
to  any  other  bank  or  incorporated  company  with ,  ^j^rd,  whoso  long  tried  and  faithful  services  have 
banking  powers  which  does  not  redeem  its  own  notes   jjgg„  pre-eminent,' as  promoters  of  the  true  lute 


and  pay  its  deposites  in  specie. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


of  the  cause  of  universal  education,  and  the  present 
being  as   we  believe  a  proper  time  thus  to  manifest 
our  convictions  of  the   correctness  of  our  views  oq 
'fiinniversary  oration  of  the  state  agricultural  society  of  jj^j^  point,  therefore 

SoiUh  Carolina,  by  gen.  James  Hammond.  It  has  j  Sesolvc'd,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
scarcely  ever  fallen  to  our  lot  to  peruse  an  anniver-  [  (j^^^j  ^^  returned  to  El.vm  P.  Langdon,  esq.  for  the 
sary  discourse,  before  an  agricultural  society,  with  ,  fajthfu]^  untiring,  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he 
more  unalloyed  satisfaction  than  the  one  whose  title  '  performed  the  many  onerous  duties  devolving  upon 
we  have  transcribed  above.  It  is  replete  with  valu-  j|,e  presiding  olficer  of  the  board,  which  station  he  so 
able  information,  and  pervaded  by  a  spirit  of  patrio-  i  ^^^^  ^^j  faitlifully  filled,  and  unwillingly  abandoned 
tism  that  seeks  to  improve  and  elevate  the  agricul-  j^  ^^^^^  ^l,e  paramount  calls  of  other  public  and  pri- 
ture  of  the  state.     The   author   appears  to  be  fully    y^te  duties. 

impressed  with  the  necessity  of  changing  our  existing!  Jlesolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing 
objects  of  culture  in  South  Carolina,  and  introducing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  presented  to  Mr.  Lang- 
that  diversity  in   the  application  of  labor  and  capital    l^^^_ 

to  agriculture  and  other  pursuits,  which  will  be  at-,      g    order  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  visiters, 
tended  by    more  profitable  results   than  the  present  JOSEPH  BONS ALL,  president  pro  tern. 

scheme  of  cultivation.  We  are  glad  to  find  so  iiitel- ,  attest  Charles  Satterly,  city  clerk. 
ligent  a  coadjutor  in  a  line  of  argument  we  have  re- 
cently opened  on  this  subject,  and  to  discover  that 
coincidence  of  opinion  which  strengthens  our  own  de- 
liberate impressions  as  to  the  overruling  necessity  for 
a  change. 

Gen.  Hammond    has   convincingly  shown,   what 
must  have  been  perceived  by  all  thinking  and  observ- 
ing men,  that  South  Carolina,  with   a  large  part  of;     =    =  ,i-   „„    i  ,  ,j„„j    Kr,r,H=    fnr    f->'>'\ 
/-•         •               t                I,  ,    ,.,;ti,  „  r,„,n%  „r,,Rt   .it ;  Among  them   are   three   hundred   bonds   lor  J^.i4j 
Georgia,  cannot  grow  cotton  with  a  living  proht,  at             a                    v,„„„j   <■„„„   7ai    m   i  nnn      tIip 
4U                        ■        r  Q     „  <„  „  t  „„  tho  Sionintln-i     stcriug  each,  numbered   trom    701    to  1,UUU.      ine 

6  cents  per  pound-in  other  words  that  cotton  yield-  1  ^^"^/^f  "'^^^  f'  ,  L  jl^.  ,  ^nrnlace  Th h 
ins  8  cents  per  pound  in  South  Carolina  will  produce  ,  «h.ld,  but  were  not  made  payable  at  any  Pl^«^-  ^h' 
a  clear  profit  of  only  $61  per  hand,  whileonthe  more  ,  .nlormahty  was  complained  of  and  a  new  set  of 
productive  lands  of  the  west,  it  will  yield  from  <;110  !  bonds  made  and  committed  to  the  Moras  Canal  com- 
to  $140  per  hand.     The  subject  is  in  short  viewed  ml  Pa"J.  to  transmit  and  exchange. 

all  its  aspects  and  relations,  and  the  style  of  the  ad-  Instead  of  going  to  their  proper  dettmation,  how- 
dress  is  no  less  worthy  of  commendation  than  the  ever,  these  new  bonds  were  sold  in  our  market.  A 
matter.  It  affords  no  less  satisfaction  to  know  that  a  third  set  was  subsequently  made,— the  exchange  was 
citizen  possessing  such  sound  and  enlarged  views  of  ettiicted,  and  Ihe  informal  bonds  returned  to  this  mar- 
the  true  sources  of  wealth,  has  been  selected  by  his  I  ket,  where  some  of  them  were  afterwards  sold;  but 
friends  as  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  chair.  we  believe  in  such  a  way  that  the  state  docs  notob- 
[Charleston  Patriot.  ject  to  receive  them.  It  is  important  that  the  num- 
bers of  all  the  rejected  bonds  should  be  published. 
Perhaps  the  fund  commissioner  of  Indiana,  who  we 
believe  is  now  here,  will  favor  us  with  a  list. 

[.V.  Y.  Jour.  Com 


INDIANA. 
BoN-Ds.  We  understand  that  of  the  bonds  issued 
by  the  state  of  Indiana,  there  are  numbers  amount- 
ing to  over  four  millions  of  dollars  which  the  state 
at  present  refuses  to  receive  in  payment  of  dues,  al 
leging  that   no   value   was  ever   received  for  them 


ClNCIN.V.Vl 

publication 


OHIO. 
SCHOOLS.     We  regret  to  observe  by  a 
n   the    CiiicMiti<i(i   C/iroiiicif  of  the  19th 


ILLINOIS. 

Navigation  of  the  Illinois  river.  We  have 
been  favored  with  the  following  statement  of  the 
number  of  trips  made  by  boats  on  the  Illinois  river 
during  1840  and  1841.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark 
that  in  1833,  there  were  but  three  boats  running  on  this 
river,  viz:  the  Exchange,  Utility,  and  Peoria. 

[Ulinoin. 

Memorandum  of  steamboats  on  the  Illinois  river 
with  the  number  of  trips  made  by  each,  A.  D.  1840. 

Ice  left  on  the  17th  of  February,  and  navigation 
commenced  for  the  season. 

The  follo'iving  comprises  the  names  of  Ihe  vessels, 
and  the  number  of  trips  performed  by  eaeh  during 

nh  month. 

February — Home,  23  trips;  Gipsev,  25;  Frontier, 
9;  Illinois,"9;  Robert  Emmet,  5;  Tennessee,  24;  Sel- 
ma,  1;  St.  Louis,  2;  Merrimack,  1;  Fayette,  27. 

March — Eagle,  5  trips;  George  Collier,  1;  Prairie, 
1;  Ottowa,  4;  Troubadour,  24;  Manchester,  6;  Alton, 
1;  Madison,  3;  Toledo,  1;  Keokuck,  1;  St.  Peters, 
10;  Winchester  1;  Reporter,  1. 

April — .\thenian,  1  trip;  Flora,  7;  Empire  1;  Gor- 
man, 3;  Jim  Brown,  2;  Montgomery,  2;  Fulton,  1; 
Peoria,  2;  Davy  Crockett,  2;  Pilot,  1. 

May — John  Shaw,  1  trip;  Ion,  2;  Valley  Forge,  1; 
Mississippi,  2. 

June — Detroit,  19  trips;  Massachusetts,  1. 

July — Victor,    14    do.     Lilly,  1. 

September — Pavilion,  10  trips. 

November — Richmond,  1    do.;  Mermaid,  2. 

List  of  steamboats  on  the  Illinois  river  in  the  year 
1841.  Ice  went  out  22d  of  February;  boats  com- 
menced running  on  the  27th. 

February — Victor,  8  trips;  Pavilion. 

March — Troubadour,  20  trips;  Tennessee  21;  Wm. 
Paris,  4;  Gipsey,  3;  Marmion,  1;  Fayette,  16;  La- 
salle,  23;  Embassy,  3;  Detroit,  13;  JPeru,  2;  John 
Mills,  2;  Albany,  1;  Demoine,  10;  Girard,  3;  Maid 
of  Kentucky,  2- 

April — ^lon,  2  trips;  Constellation,  1;  Gen.  Mor- 
gaj,  1;  Lehigh,  1;  Glaucus,  17;  St.  Louis,  2;  Boreas, 
2;  Farmer,  1;  Messenger,  1;  Osceola,  2;  Davy  Crock- 
ett, 1;  Moravian,  2. 

.April — -Maine,  1  trip;  Nonpareil  1;  Gov.  Roman, 
1;  Sandusky,  1. 

May— Norfolk,  1  trip;  Tartar,  1. 

June — Frontier,  1  trip;  Leander,  1;  Indian  Queen, 
1;  Shawnee,  1;  Omega,  6;  President,  1;  Sarah  Ann  5. 

July — Ripple,  10  trips;  Exact,  11;  Warsaw,  2; 
Zephyr,  1. 

September — Osage,  5  trips;  Mungo  Park,  6. 

October — Nick  of  the  Woods,  3  trips;  Orphan 
Boy,  1;  Juniata,  1. 

November — Gondola,  2  trips;  Mary  Tompkins,  3; 
Loyal  Hanna,  4;  Tide,  1. 

December — Osage  Valley,  1  trip;  Ohio,  1;  Pearl,  2. 

River  closed  26th  December. 

During  the  low  stage  of  water  in  August  last, there 
were  very  few  steam  boats  on  the  river,  and  large 
quantities  of  wheat,  and  other  produce,  were  carried 
down  on  flat  and  keel  boats.  A.  B.  S. 

FLORIDA. 

A  St.  Augustine  paper  of  26th  March  contained  a 
letter  dated  at  Camp  Call,  on  Pease  Creek  E.  F-.  of 
17th,  as  follows: 

Sir — Twenty-six  Indians  have  come  in  to-day  with 
a  command  composed  of  Capt.  Ker's  company,  9d 
dragoons,  and  Capt.  Montgomery's  company,  8th  in- 
fantry, returned  from  a  four  days  scot.  The  Indians 
were  induced  to  come  in  at  the  solicitations  of  Alli- 
gator and  Hoiartoochee. 

POLITICS. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  CLAY. 

The  following  reply  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Clay 

to  an   invitation  given   him  by  the  whigs  of  Wake 

county,  North  Carolina,   to  attend   the  convention 

which  was  to  assemble  at  Raleigh,  on  the  4th  April. 

Washington,  March  21,  1342. ., 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  obliging  letter,  transmitting  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  whigs  of  Wake  county,  in  con- 
formity to  which  you  have  invited  me  to  attend  the 
convention  of  the  whigs,  which  is  to' be  held  on  the 
4th  of  April  at  Raleigh.  ^■ 

Having  long  entertained  an  anxious  desire  to  visit 
North  Carolina,  I  have  delayed  answering'  your  let- 
ter under  the  hope  that  I  should  find  no  circum- 
stances or  considerations  opposed  to  my  enjoying  the 
o-ratification  which  such  a  visit,  at  this  time,  would 
afford.  But  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  say,  without 
adverting  to  other  reasons,  that  the  pressure  of  oc- 
cupations, incident  to  the  final  termination  of  my 
service  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  deprives 
me  of  the  satisfaction  of  accepting  your  invitation, 
and  obliges  me  to  postpone  a  visit  which  I  h ipe  God 
will  spare  me  to  make  hereafter. 
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I  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  fine  spirit  which  prevails 
in  North  Carolina,  and  that  the  great  wliig  party  of, 
that  state  is  about  to  assemble  in  convention  for  the  '. 
purpose  of  deliberating  on  the  present  difficult  and 
delicate  posture  of  public  affairs.  Our  country, 
brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin  by  a  long  mal-adminis-  j 
tration  of  its  general  government,  the  sad  effects  of 
■which  pervade  every  section  of  the  Union,  and  are  | 
painfully  visible  in  every  leading  interest,  had  reason  ( 
to  hope,  after  the  glorious  issue  of  the  ever-memo- 
rable struggle  of  1840,  that  misrule  would  cease,  and  j 
measures,  founded  m  wisdom  and  experience,  would 
be  adopted  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  I  j 
need  not  say  how  cruelly,  in  some  important  re-' 
spects,  all  have  been  disappointed.  Our  actual  con- 
dition may  be  described  in  a  few  words.  Instead  of  j 
mutual  confidence  between  the  acting  president  and 
congress,  there  is  mutual  distrust.  Instead  of  his 
throwing  himself  upon  the  principles  and  the  party 
that  elevated  him,  he  makes  war  upon  both.  Instead 
of  harmony  and  co  operation,  there  is  discord  and 
opposition.  A  president  without  a  party,  and  par- 
ties without  a  president!  A  president  denouncing 
his  friends  and  courting  his  political  opponents,  who, 
in  their  turn,  without  entertaining  for  him  the  least 
respect  or  confidence,  give  him  flattery  and  praise 
enough  just  to  deceive  and  delude  him.  A  presi- 
dent who,  affecting  to  soar  in  an  atmosphere  above 
that  of  all  parties,  and  to  place  himself  upon  the 
broad  and  patriotic  foundation  of  the  whole  nation, 
is  vainly  seeking,  by  a  culpable  administration  of  the 
patronage  of  the  government,  to  create  a  third  party! 

This,  gentlemen,  is  a  faithful  picture  of  the  pre- 
sent posture  of  our  national  councils.  There  may 
be  those  who  will  think  that  it  would  be  most  pru- 
.  dent  not  to  exhibit  it  to  the  gaze  of  the  world.  But 
I  believe  that  public  virtue  and  the  public  interests 
are  always  better  subserved  by  promulging  rather 
than  concealing  the  truth.  And,  accustomed  as  I 
have  been  to  its  language  throughout  my  whole  life, 
I  trust  that  ihe  precious  privilege  of  fearlessly  utter- 
ing it  will  abide  with  me  during  the  short  remnant  of 
my  days.  • 

The  existing  state  of  things  is  anomalous  and  em- 
barrassing. But  genuine  patriotism  takes  counsel 
only  from  its  duty  and  its  devotion.  Unappalled  by 
difficulties,  whatever  may  be  their  magnitude,  it  re- 
doubles its  resolution  and  its  courage  as  they  increase 
and  multiply,  and  finally  triumphs  over  all  obstacles 
which  lie  in  the  way  of  the  honor,  the  prosperity,  or 
the  happiness  of  the  country. 

The  whig  party,  by  a  faithful  adherence  to  its 
principles  at  the  hazard  of  being  proscribed  by  those 
whom  it  advanced  to  high  power,  and  the  members 
of  the  late  cabinet,  by  a  voluntary  surrender  of  ex- 
alted stations,  which  they  believed  they  could  no  lon- 
ger hold  without  dishonor  and  disgrace,  have  demon- 
strated to  the  whole  world  that  with  them  the  love  of 
country  is  paramount  to  the  love  of  office.  I  am  sure 
that,  in  the  good  old  north  state,  in  which  the  first 
Declaration  of  American  Independence  was  made, 
there  will  be  a  cordial  response  to  this  sentiment. 

Gentlemen,  let  us  persevere  in  this  upright  course. 
I  go  into  retirement,  but  I  shall  not  be  there  an  idle 
or  indifferent  spectator,  without  sympathy  or  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  the  Union.  I  only  pass  from 
one  sphere  of  action,  where  it  is  doubtful  whether, 
in  the  actual  condition  of  the  public  councils,  I 
could  render  any  public  service  proportionate  to  the 
private  sacrifices  I  should  certainly  make,  to  another, 
although  more  circumscribed  sphere,  in  which  I  shall 
still  find  duties  to  perform  towards  our  common 
country. 

1  request  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  whigsof  Wake 
county,  to  accept  my  profound  and  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments for  the  honor  done  me  by  the  invitation  to 
attend  your  convention,  and  by  the  friendly  senti- 
ments with  which  its  transmission  was  accompanied. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant,  H.  CLAY. 

To  Messrs.  Richard  Ilitus.  S,c. 


SOUTH  WESTERN  FRONTIER. 


The  Little  Rock  (Arkansas)  Gazette  of  the  2nd 
March,  published  a  communication  from  Edward 
Cross,  representative  in  congress  from  thai  state,  en- 
closing a  correspondence  between  himself  and  the 
secretary  of  war  in  relation  to  an  increase  of  force 
on  (hat  frontier.  Judge  Cross'  letter  to  the  secreta- 
ry bears  date,  "house  representatives,  January  31st, 
1842.  The  reply  of  the  secretary  is  dated  February 
9  and  enclosed  his  [the  secretary's]  letter  written 
to  the  governor  of  Arkansas.  The  secretary  informs 
Judge  Cross  that  "it  will  not  be  practicable  at  pre- 
sent without  neglecting  other  frontiers  or  without  an 
increase  of  the  army  to  give  a  larger  force  to  the 
west  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  Judge  Cross  in  pub- 
litbins  '*'"  '*'-'®'' '"  ^^^  secretary,  the  secretary's  re 


ply  to  him,  and  also  his  reply  to  Governor  Yell,  takes 
occasion  to  say  that  at  the  time  he  addressed  his  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Spencer  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  call 
made  by  Governor  Yell,  and  had  just  heard  of  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Long  and  the  assault  upon  Col.  Mc- 
Clelland. 

Executive  depart.  Little  Rock,  .irk's,  lOth  Jan.  1842. 
To  the  honorable  secretary  of  mar.  Sir:  I  have  just 
been  informed  of  an  unprovoked  murder  in  the  Che- 
rokee nation,  of  a  citizen  of  Arkansas,  by  the  name 
of  George  Long,  o*"  Madison  county,  by  a  Cherokee 
by  the  name  of  Moses  Alberty,  jr. 

I  have  made  a  demand  of  Gov.  Butler,  Cherokee 
agent,  for  his  apprehension  and  delivery  to  the  United 
States  marshal,  for  trial. 

I  have  already  issued  an  order  to  themajorgencra! 
of  the  1st  D.  A.  M.  to  organize  and  hold  in  readiness  a 
regiment  of  volunteers,  to  aid  in  carrying  into  effect 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  numerous  outrages  committed  by  the  Indians 
on  our  frontier,  have  been  roused  by  the  weakness 
of  our  military  posts.  They  make  their  boast,  that 
they  will  be  protected  and  shielded  by  the  general  i 
government,  and  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  , 
that  we  are  too  weak  and  /imid  to  protect  our  citizens.  ■ 
You  must  be  aware,  that  I  am  desirous  for  peace  and 
harmony  with  our  red  neighbors,  but  at  the  same 
time,  I  can  assure  you,  that  it  will  not  be  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  such  indignities  as  have  been  of  late  offered  to 
the  citizens  of  Arkansas. 

I  am  determined,  in  future,  that,  if  your  govern- 
ment is  too  weak  and  inefficient  to  afford  us  protection, 
we  can  and  will  protect  ourselves,  let  the  consequen- 
ces be  what  they  may.  The  state  of  Arkansas  has 
repeatedly  appealed  (for  a  sufficient  force  upon  the 
frontier  to  keep  the  Indians  in  subjection)  to  the 
general  government;  but  all  in  vain.  If  we  must, 
we  are  able,  and  will  protect  ourselves.  Yours, 
A.  YELL. 
Department  of  war,  January  31,  1S42. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  lOlh  instant  is  received. 
It  is  presumed  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  or- 
dering into  service  the  regiment  of  volunteers  which 
you  have  directed  to  be  organized  and  held  in  readi- 
ness, "to  aid,"  as  you  say,  "in  carrying  into  effect  the 
laws  of  the  United  States."  If  any  great  degree  of 
excitement  prevails  in  the  region  from  which  such 
volunteers  may  be  collected,  there  is  danger  that  their 
presence  in  the  field  may  produce  still  greater  irrita- 
tion, and  bring  on  an  Indian  war,  by  means  of  those 
depredations  and  retaliatory  acts,  which,  under  such 
circumstances,  it  is  so  difficult  to  prevent.  Persuad- 
ed that  there  is  an  ample  force,  consisting  of  the 
regular  troops  of  the  United  States,  in  and  about  the 
Cherokee  settlements,  not  only  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  but  to  repress  effectually  any 
hostile  acts  by  those  or  any  other  Indians,  and  to 
afford  r^'otection  to  the  inhabitants,  I  have  to  express 
to  y(  u  the  opinion  of  the  president,  that  no  volunteers 
or  mill  la  should  be  called  into  service,  until  autho- 
rised by  express  directions  from  this  office,  or  from 
the  officer  commanding  the  department.  There  are 
three  companies  of  dragoons  in  and  about  the  Chero- 
kee country,  viz:  one  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  two  at 
Fort  Wayne.  There  is  also,  a  company  of  the  4th 
infantry  at  Fort  Smith,  one  at  Fort  Towson,  and  one 
at  Fort  Jesup.  There  must  also  be  five  companies 
of  dragoons  now  upon  tlie  river,  whose  direction  was 
to  Forts  Jesup  and  Towson.  Gen.  Taylor,  or  lieut. 
col.  Mason,  was  in  command  of  the  department,  and 
the  vigilance  of  either  may  be  relied  upon,  to  adopt 
the  most  effectual  measures,  which  the  case  may  re- 
quire; and  if  any  volunteer  force  had  been  deemed  ne- 
cesssary,  prompt  application  for  it  would  have  been 
made  to  your  excellency. 

The  preceding  enumeration  of  the  force  placed 
upon  the  frontier  of  Arkansas,  for  the  protection  of 
its  inhabitants,  it  is  hoped  will  be  a  satisfactory  an- 
sv/er  to  your  excellency's  complaint  against  the  gene- 
ral government,  for  any  supposed  deficiency  in  that 
respect.  It  is  not  perceived  how  any  amount  of  mi- 
litary force  can  prevent  brawls  and  quarrels  between 
individual  citizens  and  Indians,  any  more  than  be- 
tween those  who  are  citizens;  nor  how  it  could  pre- 
vent the  commission  of  crimes  by  individuals.  These 
are  to  be  expected,  and  their  prosecution  must  be  left 
to  the  ordinary  operations  of  civil  government.  When 
there  is  any  appearance  of  a  combination  of  any 
number  of  Indians,  for  hostile  purposes,  the  military 
force  may  with  propriety  be  expected  to  be  in  readi- 
ness, and  with  sufficient  means  to  prevent  or  punish 
aggressions. 

The  department  has  no  information  of  the  indig- 
nities offered  to  your  citizens,  to  which  you  allude, 
and  I  am  therefore  unable  to  say  whether  they  were 
of  such  a  character  as  required  the  intervention  of 
the  military  force  of  the  United  Stales,  to  prevent 
or  redress  them.  Indeed,  our  information  is  quite 
different:  it  represents  the  Indians,  and  particularly 
the   Cherokecs,  as  being  quiet   and   peaceable,  and 


wholly  unprepared  for  any  hostile  movement.  And  if 
the  intelligence  given  by  the  newspapers  in  your  state, 
can  be  relied  on,  that  the  Cherokee  charged  with  the 
murder  of  which  you  complain,  has  been  delivered  up 
by  his  nation,  voluntarily  and  previous  to  any  demand, 
to  the  civil  authorities  for  trial,  it  proves  not  only  the 
peaceable  disposition  of  those  Indians,  but  how  un- 
founded was  the  alarm  which  seems  to  have  existed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 
His  exc'y  Jl.  Yell,  gov.  of  .irks. 
Executive  depart.  Little  Rock,  Jlrk's,  25th  Feb.   1842. 
To   John   C.    Spe7xcer:     Sir:  I    acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  31st  January,  on  the  subject 
of  Ihe  western  frontier.     I  have  scarcely  patience  to 
reply  to  that  coownunication,  without  betraying  too 
much  of  the  sii//e  ami  manner  of  your  own;  self-respect 
forbids  that. 

I  can  view  your  communication  in  no  other  light 
than  as  an  intimation  to  the  authorities  of  this  state, 
that  her  protection  is  to  depend  upon  the  slow  and 
tardii  movements  of  the  federal  government,  and,  with- 
out its  jrace  and  merci/,  we  are  to  suffer,  without  a  mur- 
mur or  complaint,  all  the  indignities  and  insults  that 
may  be  offered  to  the  citizens  of  this  state,  by  the  sa- 
vages on  our  borders. 

If  that  is  the  tenure  by  which  the  lives  and  proper- 
ty of  our  citizens  are  secured,  we  are  in  no  better  con- 
dition than  the  people  of  Florida. 

The  executive  of  this  state,  however,  does  not  yield 
the  power  and  authority  incident  to  a  sovereign  state, 
to  protect  themjielves,  whenever  the  federal  authorities 
shall  /iTi(  or  refuse  to  do  so;  and,  in  future,  I  shall 
know  to  what  ar^n  to  look  for  protection  and  redress. 
In  the  exercise  of  that  discretion,  I  shall  hold  myself 
responsible  to  my  constituents  and  my  country. 

I  am,  &.C.  A.  YELL. 

On  the  29th  of  March  the  Louisiana  and  Arkansas 
delegations  addressed  the  secretary  of  war  a  letter 
in  respect  to  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  strength 
of  the  S.  W.  Army  as  the  Mexicans  had  invaded 
Texas,  and  might  be  disposed  to  excite  the  Indians, 
and  thereby  endanger  our  own  citizens. 

To  this  the  secretary  replied  on  March  31st,  stat- 
ing the  re-inforcements  he  had  ordered  thither,  and 
saying  that  they  "added  to  the  troops  now  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Gen.  Taylor,  will  give  him  a  force  of  not 
far  from  2,000.  The  orders  were  despatched  on  the 
26th  inst.  by  a  second  lieutenant,  as  an  express,  and 
also  by  mail.  It  is  believed  that  this  force  will  be 
entirely  adequate  to  the  object  specified  in  your  let- 
ter. It  is  hoped,  however,  that  we  shall  be  enabled 
very  soon  to  spare  some  of  the  troops  now  in  Flori- 
da; and,  if  so,  a  detachment  from  that  quarter  will 
be  put  in  motion  for  the  southwestern  frontier.  This 
will  be  done  for  greater  caution. 

The  manner  of  accomplishing  the  object  stated  in 
the  instructions  to  Gen.  Taylor  is  left  to  him,  believ- 
ing that  his  great  experience  and  ability  and  his  local 
knowledge  would  enable  him  to  make  better  arrange- 
ments than  any  that  could  he  directed  from  this  de- 
partment.    Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 
Hon.  John  Moore,  John  B.  Dawson,  Edward  lVkite,and 

Edward  Cross,  House  of  Representatives. 
Instructions   to  Gen.   T.^ylor,  enclosed  in  the 

ABOVE. 

irnr  Department,  March  26,  IS42, 
Sir:  Your  letter  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  ar- 
my, dated  the  4th  inst.  has  been  laid  before  me.  The 
nature  and  extent  of  the  excitement  among  the  Cher- 
okees  is  unknown  to  this  department,  except  so  far 
as  communicated  by  you,  no  report  from  the  Indian 
agent  on  the  subject  having  been  received. 

By  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  New  Echota, 
the  United  States  have  agreed  "to  protect  the  Cher- 
okee nation  from  domestic  strife."  This  obligation 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  officers  of  the  government  to 
fulfil  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  The  mode  and 
manner  of  performing  this  duty  must  of  course  de- 
pend on  the  circurastances  of  the  case,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  means  of  accomplishing  it.  A  small 
military  force  might  be  so  inadequate  to  contend 
with  a  large  number  of  excited  Indians  as  only  to 
aggravate  the  evil  and  expose  itself  to  certain  de- 
struction if  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  employ  it. 
On  the  other  band,  the  contention  may  be  confined 
to  comparatively  few  persons,  and  a  timely  interpo- 
sition might  check  its  further  progress.  At  this  dis- 
tance from  the  scene  of  action,  and  in  the  absence 
of  definite  information  of  the  cause,  extent,  or  pro- 
bable duration  of  the  excitement,  it  is  impossible  to 
give  specific  instructions.  Under  the  views  herein 
expressed  we  must  rely  on  your  sound  judgment  and 
known  discretion  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  re- 
store peace  and  quiet  among  the  Cherokees,  and  to 
prevent  violence.consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
preservation  of  your  command,  and  the  probable 
consequeuces  of  employing  it.  You  will  nt  all  event* 
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communicate  with  the  leaders  of  the  different  pat- 
ties, and  endeavor  by  persuasive  means  to  induce 
them  to  refrain  from  hostile  acts  against  each  other; 
and,  if  such  means  fail,  intimate  to  them  the  displea- 
sure of  the  president  at  such  conduct — the  probabili- 
ty that  their  annuities  will  be  held,  their  claims  upon 
the  country  disref!;arded,  and  the  general  disastrous 
consequences  that  may  ensue  to  their  whole  nation 
if  it  becomes  necessary  to  subdue  them  by  force.  If, 
notwithstanding  all  your  efforts,  they  should  com- 
mence the  work  of  destroying  each  other,  you 
should,  if  possible,  secure  the  guilty  and  detain  them 
in  custody,  until  the  contest  shall  cease  or  until  you 
receive  further  directions.  It  is  not  perceived  how 
the  United  States  can  in  any  other  way  fulfil  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  treaty. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  6th  regiment 
of  infantry,  which  is  now  at  Jefferson  bar- 
racks, to  move  to  Fort  Townson,  and  report 
to  you.  The  present  force  of  the  regiment  is 
pro'bably  .....      800 

One  company  of  the  1st  regiment  of  infan- 
try is  ordered  from  Jefferson  barracks  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  force    -  -  -  -        75 

Five  companies  of  dragoons  are  ordered 
from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Towson,  360 

1,235 

Your  present  force  is — 

Dragoons  at  Fort  Towson,    -        .     184 

Do.  Fort  Jesup,        -        -     132 

Do.  Fort  Gibson,      -        -       71 

Infantry  at  do.      -        -        -     140 

Dragoons  at  Fort  Wayne,  142 

669 

Force  at  your  disposal,  -  2,004 

We  leave  one  company  of  dragoons  and  one  of  in- 
fantry at  Fort  Leavenworth,  under  the  impression 
that  at  least  that  force  will  be  necessary  there,  but 
this  of  course,  subject  to  your  direction.  These 
forces  are  placed  under  your  command  for  the  dou- 
ble purpose  of  preserving  peace  among  the  Chero- 
kees  and  of  preventing  the  Indians  within  our  juris- 
diction from  crossing  into  Texas.  On  the  latter 
subject  special  instructions  are  sent  herewith. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 
Biig.  Gen.  Z.  Taylor^  Fori  Gibson,  western  territory. 

FURTHER    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter  fi'om  tlie  secretary  of  war. 

War  department,  ^priH,  1842. 
Gentlemen:  I  perceive  from  the  publication,  in 
the  Intelligencer  to-day,  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween you  and  this  department,  that  a  letter  of  in- 
structions to  Gen.  Taylor,  of  the  same  date  with  that 
sent  you,  but  more  connected  with  the  subject  of 
your  inquiry,  was  not  transmitted.  I  now  send  a 
copy  of  it,  and  am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  J.  C.  SPENCER. 

Hon.  John  Moore,  J.  B.  Datoson,  E.  D.  tVkite,  and  Ed- 
ward Cross,  members  of  the  House  of  Be}yrese}Uatives. 
Letter  of  instri'ctions  to  Gen.  Taylor. 

Will-  Department.  March  26,  1842. 
Sm:  Information  having  reached  here  of  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  the 
charge  d'affaires  of  the  government  of  the  latter 
country  has  communicated  to  the  president  his  ap- 
prehensions that  the  American  Indians  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  boundary  line  between  us  and  Texas  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  probable  absence  of  the  male 
population  in  that  quarter  for  the  purpose  of  resist- 
ing their  invaders,  to  make  incursions  and  commit 
acts  of  hostility  and  violence  upon  the  defenceless 
inhabitants.  Sincerely  anxious  to  prevent  such  oc- 
currences by  all  the  means  within  his  power,  I  am 
directed  by  the  president  to  apprize  you  of  these  ap- 
prehensions, and  to  direct  you  to  exercise  your  ut- 
most vigilance  in  preventing  any  Indians  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  or  under  our  protection,  from 
crossing  into  Texas  on  any  pretext  whatever,  during 
the  continuance  of  hostilities  in  that  country.  You 
will  warn  the  Indians  against  any  such  movement, 
and  announce  to  them  the  severe  displeasure  of  the 
president  against  all  who  shall  lake  any  part  in  the 
contest,  and  particularly  against  those  who  shall  com- 
mit any  acts  of  violence  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Texas;  and  you  will  assure  them  of  every  effort  be- 
ing made  to  bring  them  to  condign  punishment. 

You  are  authorised  to  detain  any  Indians  you  may 
find  violating  these  directions,  and  return  them  to 
their  country,  or  keep  them  in  such  positions  as  to 
defeat  their  designs.  If  the  other  objects  entrusted 
to  your  charge  will  permit,  you  will  station  any  force 
you  can  spare  at  the  points  that  will  enable  it  most 
effectually  to  deter  any  Indians  from  crossing  into 
Texas.  Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 
J.  C.  SPENCER. 
Blip.  G«ii.  Z.  Taylor,  Fort  Gibson,  western  territory. 
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THE  QUINTUPLE  TREATY. 
SIGNED  AT  London,  Dece.mber  20,  1841. 

Art.  1.  Their  majesties  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  king  of  Prussia, 
and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  engage  to  pro- 
hibit all  trade  in  slaves,  either  by  their  respective 
subjects,  or  under  their  respective  flags,  or  by  means 
of  capital  belonging  to  their  respective  subjects,  and 
to  declare  such  tralhc  piracy.  Their  majesties  fur- 
ther declare,  that  any  vessel  which  may  attempt  to 
carry  on  the  slave  trade  shall,  by  the  fact  alone,  lose 
all  right  to  the  protection  of  their  flag. 

Art.  II.  In  order  more  completely  to  accomplish 
the  object  of  the  present  treaty,  the  high  contracting 
parties  agree  by  common  consent,  that  those  of  their 
ships  of  war  which  shall  be  provided  with  special 
warrants  and  orders,  prepared  according  to  the  forms 
of  the  annex  A  of  the  present  treaty,  may  search 
every  merchant  vessel  belonging  to  any  one  of  the 
high  contracting  parlies  which  shall,  on  reasonable 
grounds,  be  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  the  traffic 
in  slaves,  or  of  having  been  fitted  out  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  of  having  been  engaged  in  the  traffic  during 
the  voyage  in  which  she  shall  have  been  met  with  by 
the  said  cruisers;  and  that  such  cruisers  may  detain, 
and  send,  or  carry  away  such  vessels  in  order  that 
they  may  be  brought  to  trial  in  the  manner  hereafter 
agreed  upon. 

Nevertheless,  the  abovementioned  right  of  search- 
ing the  merchant  vessels  of  any  one  or  the  other  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  shall  be  exercised  only  j 
by  ships  of  war  whose  commanders  shall  have  the 
rank  of  captain  or  that  of  lieutenant  in  the  royal  or 
imperial  navy,  unless  the  command  shall,  by  reason 
of  death  or  otherwise,  have  devolved  upon  an  officer 
of  inferior  rank.  The  commander  of  such  ship  of 
war  shall  be  furnished  with  warrants  according  to 
the  form  annexed  to  the  present  treaty,  under  let- 
ter A.  j 

The  said  mutual  right  of  search  shall  not  be  exer- 
cised within  the  Mediterranean  sea.  Moreover,  the 
space  within  which  the  exercise  of  the  said  right 
shall  be  confined  shall  be  bounded,  on  the  north,  by 
the  32d  parallel  of  north  latitude:  on  the  west,  by 
the  eastern  coast  of  America,  from  the  point  where 
the  32d  parallel  of  north  latitude  strikes  that  coast, 
down  to  the  45th  parallel  of  south  latitude:  on  the  . 
south,  by  the  45th  parallel  of  south  latitude,  from  | 
the  point  where  that  parallel  strikes  the  eastern  coast 
of  America  to  the  80th  degree  of  longitude  east  from 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich:  and  on  the  east,  by  the 
same  degree  of  longitude,  from  the  point  where  it  is 
intersected  by  the  45th  parallel  of  south  latitude  up 
to  the  coast  of  India.  ] 

Art.  III.  Each  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
which  may  choose  to  employ  cruisers  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  and  to  exercise  the  mu- 
tual right  of  search,  reserves  to  itself  to  fix,  accord- 
ing to  Its  own  convenience,  the  number  of  the  ships 
of  war  which  shall  be  employed  on  the  service  sti- 
pulated in  the  second  article  of  the  present  treaty,  as 
well  as  the  stations  on  which  the  said  ships  shall , 
cruise. 

The  names  of  the  ships  appointed  for  this  purpose,  i 
and  those  of  their  commanders,  shall  be  communi-  i 
cated  by  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties  to  the  i 
others;  and  they  shall  reciprocally  apprise  each  oth-  j 
er  every  time  that  a  cruiser  shall  be  placed  on  a  sta-  j 
lion,  or  shall  be  recalled  thence,  in  order  that  the  | 
necessary  warrants  may  be  delivered  by  the  govern-: 
ments  authorising  the  search,  and  returned  to  those 
governments  by  the  government  which  has  received 
them,  when  those  warrants  shall  no  longer  be  neces- 1 
sary  for  the  execution  of  the  present  treaty.  I 

Art.  IV.  Immediately  after  the  government  which 
employs  the  cruisers  shall  have  notified  to  the  gov- 
ernment which  is  to  authorize  the  search  the  number  j 
and  the  names  of  the  cruisers  which  it  intends  to  I 
employ,  the  warrants  authorising  the  search  shall  be  i 
made  out  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  the  pre- 
sent treaty,  under  letter  A,  and  shall  be  delivered  by 
the  government  which  authorises  the  search  to  the 
government  which  employs  Ihe  cruiser.  j 

In  no  case  shall  the  mutual  right  of  search  be  ex- 
ercised upon  the  ships  of  war  of  the  high  contracting 
parties. 

The  high  contracting  parties  shall  agree  upon  a 
particular  signal,  to  be  used  exclusively  by  those 
cruisers  which  shall  be  invested  with  the  right  of 
search. 

Art.  V.  The  cruisers  of  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties authorised  to  exercise  the  right  of  search  and 
detention  in  execution  of  the  pneseat  treaty  shall 
conform  themselves  strictly  to  the  instructions  an- 
nexed to  the  said  treaty,  under  letter  B,  in  all  that 
relates  to  the  formalities  of  the  search  and  of  the  de- 


tention, as  well  as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken,  in 
order  that  the  vessels  suspected  of  having  been  em- 
ployed in  the  traffic  may  be  delivered  over  to  the 
competent  tribunals. 

The  high  contracting  parties  reserve  to  themselves 
the  right  of  making  in  these  instructions  by  common 
consent,  such  alterations  as  circumstances  may  ren- 
der necessary. 

The  cruisers  of  the  high  contracting  parties  shall 
mutually  afford  to  each  other  assistance  in  all  cases 
when  it  may  be  useful  that  they  should  act  in  con- 
cert. 

Art.  VI.  Whenever  a  merchant  vessel,  sailing  un- 
der the  flag  of  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties, 
shall  have  been  detained  by  a  cruiser  of  the  other, 
duly  authorised  to  that  effect,  conformably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  treaty,  such  merchant  vessel, 
as  well  as  the  master,  the  crew,  the  cargo,  and  the 
slaves  who  may  be  on  board,  shall  be  brought  into 
such  place  as  the  high  contracting  parties  shall  have 
respectively  designated  for  that  purpose,  and  they 
shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  authorities  appointed 
with  that  view  by  the  government  within  whose  pos- 
sessions such  place  is  situated,  in  order  that  proceed- 
ings may  be  had  with  respect  to  them  before  the 
competent  tribunals  in  the  manner  hereafter  spe- 
cified. 

When  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  shall  not 
think  fit  to  undertake  himself  the  bringing  in  and 
the  delivery  up  of  the  detained  vessel,  he  shall  in- 
trust that  duty  to  an  officer  of  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
in  the  royal  or  imperial  navy,  or  at  least  to  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  at  the  time  be  third  in  authority  on 
board  the  detaining  ship. 

Art.  VII.  If  the  commander  of  a  cruiser  of  one 
of  the  high  contracting  parties  should  have  reason 
to  suspect  that  a  merchant  vessel  sailing  under  the 
convoy  of,  or  in  company  with,  a  ship  of  war  of  one 
of  the  other  contracting  parties,  has  been  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade,  or  has  been  fitted  out  for  that 
trade,  he  shall  make  known  his  suspicions  to  the 
commander  of  the  ship  of  war,  who  shall  proceed 
alone  to  search  the  suspected  vessel;  and  in  case  the 
last  mentioned  commander  should  ascertain  that  the 
suspicion  is  well  founded,  he  shall  cause  the  vessel 
as  well  as  the  master,  the  crew,  the  cargo,  and  the 
slaves  who  may  be  on  board,  to  be  taken  into  a  port 
belonging  to  the  nation  of  the  detained  vessel,  to  be 
there  proceeded  against  before  the  competent  tribu- 
nals, in  the  manner  hereafter  directed. 

Art.  VIII.  As  soon  as  a  merchant  vessel  detain- 
ed, and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  shall  arrive  at  the 
port  to  which  she  is  to  be  carried  in  conformity  with 
annex  B,  to  the  present  treaty,  the  commander  of 
the  cruiser  which  shall  have  detained  her,  or  the  of- 
ficer appointed  to  bring  her  in,  shall  deliver  to  the 
authorities  appointed  for  that  purpose  a  copy,  signed 
by  himself,  of  all  the  lists,  declarations,  and  other 
documents  specified  in  the  instructions  annexed  to 
the  present  treaty,  under  letter  B;  and  the  said  au- 
thorities shall  proceed,  in  consequence,  to  the  search 
of  the  detained  vessel,  and  of  her  cargo,  as  also  to 
an  inspection  of  her  crew,  and  of  the  slaves  who 
may  be  on  board,  after  having  previously  given  no- 
tice of  the  time  of  such  search  and  inspection  to 
the  commander  of  the  cruiser,  or  to  the  officer  who 
shall  have  brought  in  the  vessel,  in  order  that  he,  or 
some  person  whom  he  may  appoint  to  represent  him 
may  be  present  thereat. 

A  minute  of  these  proceedings  shall  be  drawn  up 
in  duplicate,  which  shall  be  signed  Ly  the  persons 
who  shall  have  talien  part  in,  or  who  shall  have  been 
present  at,  the  same;  and  one  of  these  documents 
shall  he  delivered  to  the  commander  of  the  cruiser 
or  to  tlie  officer  appointed  by  him  to  bring  in  the  de- 
tained vessel. 

Art.  IX.  Every  merchant  vessel  of  any  one  or 
other  of  the  five  nations,  which  shall  be  searched 
and  detained  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
sent treaty,  shall,  unless  proof  be  given  to  the  con- 
trary, be  deemed  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  or  to  have  been  fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  if  in 
the  fitting,  in  the  equipment,  or  on  board  the  said 
vessel  during  the  voyage  in  which  she  was  detained, 
there  shall  be  found  to  have  been  one  of  the  articles 
hereafter  specified,  that  is  to  say — 

1.  Hatches  with  open  gratings,  instead  of  the  close 
hatches  which  are  used  in  merchant  vessels. 

2.  Divisions  or  bulk-heads,  in  the  hold  or  on  deck, 
in  greater  number  than  are  necessary  for  vessels  en- 
gaged in  lawful  trade. 

3.  Spare  plank  fitted  for  being  laid  down  as  a  se- 
cond.or  slave-deck. 

4.  Shackles,  bolts  or  handcuffs. 

5.  A  larger  quantity  of  water,  in  casks  or  in  tanks, 
than  is  requisito  fur  the  consumption  of  the  crew  of 
such  merchant  vessel. 

6.  An  extraordinary  number  of  water  casks,  or  of 
other  receptacles  for  holding  liquid,  unless  the  mas- 
ter shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the custom-houaa 
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at  the  place  from  which  he  cleared  outwards,  stat-  out  sufhcient  cause  of  suspicion;  or  that  the  search 
ing  that  sufficient  security  had  been  given  by  the  |  and  detention  were  attended  with  abuse  or  vexation, 
owners  of  such  vessel  that  such  extra  number  of ;  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  or  the  officer  who 
casks  or  of  other  receptacles  should  only  be  used  to  i shall  have  boarded  the  said  vessel orthe  officers  who 
hold  palm-oil  or  for  other  purposes  of  lawful  com- ! shall  have  been  intrusted  with  bringing  her  in,  and 
merce.  I  under    whose    authority,  according  to    the  nature  of 

7.  A  greater  quantity  of  mess-tuhs  or  kids  than  I  the  case,  the  abuse  or  vexation  shall  have  occurred, 
are  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  such  mer-  shall  be  liable  in  costs  and  damajes  to  the  masters 
chant  vessel.  land  the  owners  of  tlie  vessel  and  of  the  cargo. 

8.  A  boiler,  or  other  cooking  apparatus,  of  an  unu-  These  costs  and  damages  may  be  awarded  by  the 
sual  size,  and  larger,  or  capable  of  being  made  lar- I  tribunal  before  which  tiie  proceedings  against  the 
ger,  than  requisite   for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  such  ]  detained  vessel,  her    master,  crew,  and   cargo,  shall 


have  been  instituted^  and  the  government  of  the 
country  to  which  the  officer  who  shall  have  given  oc- 
casion for  such  award  shall  belong  shall  pay  the 
amount  of  the  said  costs  and  damages  within  the 
period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  sentence, 
when  the  sentence  shall  have  been  pronounced  by  a 
tribunal  sitting  in  Europe;  and  within  the  period  of 
one  year  when  the  trial  shall  have  taken  place  out  of 
forming  a  part !  Europe. 

I      Art.  XIV.  When  in  the  search  or  detention  of  a 


merchant  vessel;  or  more  than  bne  boiler,  or  ollie 
cookmg  a|)paratus,  of  the  ordmary  size. 

9.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  rice,  of  the  flour 
of  Brazil  manioc,  or  cassada.  commonly  called  fari- 
na, or  of  maize,  or  of  Indian  corn,  or  of  any  other 
article  of  food  whatever,  beyond  the  probable  wants 
of  the  crew;  unless  each  quantity  of  rice,  farina, 
maize,  Indian  corn,  or  any  other  article  of  food, 
siiould  be  entered  on  the  manifest, 
of  the  trading  cargo  of  the  vessel 

10.  A  quantity  of  mats  or  matting  greater  than  is  I  merchant    vessel    effected    in    virtue  of   the  present 
necessary  for  the  use  of  such  merchant  vessel,  unless  j  treaty  any  abuse  or  vexation  shall  have  been  corn- 


such  mats  or  Tnatting  be  entered  on  the  manifest  as 
forming  part  of  the  cargo. 

If  It  is  established  that  one  or  more  of  the  articles 
above  specified  are  on  board,  or  have  been  on  board 
during  the  voyage  in  which  the  vessel  was  captured, 
that  fact  shall  be  considered  as  prima  fuch  evidence 


mitted,  and  when  the  vessel  shall  not  have  been  de- 
livered over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  her  own  nation, 
the  master  shall  make  a  declaration  upon  oath  of 
the  abuses  or  vexations  of  which  he  shall  have  to 
complain,  as  well  as  of  the  costs  and  damages  to 
which  he  shall  lay  claim;  and  such  deelaration  shall 


that  the  vessel  was  employed  in  the  traffic;  she  shall  be  made  by  him  before  the  competent  authorities  of 
in  consequence  be  condemned,  and  declared  lawful  ■  the  first  port  of  his  own  country  at  which  he  shall  ar- 
prize,  imiess  the  master  or  the  owners  shall  furnish  ■  rive,  or  before  the  consular  agent  of  his  own  nation 
clear  and  incontrovertible  evidence,  proving  to  the  |  at  a  foreign  port,  if  the  vessel  shall  in  the  first  in- 
sati'faclion  of  the  tribunal  that  at  the  time  of  her  ^  stance  touch  at  a  foreign  port  where  there  is  such 
detention  or  capture  the  vessel  was   employed  in  a    an  agent. 

lawful  underlaliing;  and  that  such  of  the  different  ■  This  declaration  shall  be  verified  by  means  of  an 
articles  above  specified  as  were  found  on  board  at  examination  upon  oath  of  the  principal  persons 
the  time  of  detention,  or  which  might  have  been  |  amongst  the  crew  or  the  passengers  who  shall  have 
embarked  during  the  voyage  on  which  she  was  en-  j  witnessed  the  search  or  detention;  and  a  formal  state- 
gaged  when  she  was  captured,  were  indispensable  ;  ment of  the  whole  shall  be  drawn  up,  two  copies 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  lawful  object  of  her  j  whereof  shall  be  delivered  to  the  master,  who  shall 
voyage.  forward    one  of  them  to  his  government,  in  support 

Art.  X.  Proceedings  shall  be  immediately  taken  |  of  his  claim  for  costs  and  damages, 
against  the  vessel  detained,  as  above  stated,  her  mas-  i  It  is  understood,  that  if  any  circumstance  beyond 
ter,  her  crew,  and  her  cargo,  before  the  competent  control  shall  prevent  the  master  from  making  his  de- 
tribunals  of  the  country,  to  which  she  belongs;  and  elaration,  it  may  he  made  by  the  owner  of  the  ves- 
they  shall  be  tried  and  adjudged  according  to  the  es-  sel,  or  by  any  other  person  interested  in  the  equip- 
tablished  forms  and  laws  in  force  in  that  country;  ment  or  in  the  lading  of  the  vessel, 
and  if  it  results  from  the  proceedings  that  the  said  ,  On  a  copy  of  the  formal  statement  above  mention- 
vessel  was  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  fitted  out  ^  ed  being  officially  transmitted  to  it,  the  government 
for  that  traffic,  the  vessel,  her  fittings,  and  her  cargo  I  of  the  country  to  which  the  officer  to  whom  the 
of  merchandise,  shall  be  confiscated:  and  the  master,  !  abuses  or  vexations  shall' be  imputed  shall  belong, 
the  crew,  and  their  accomplices,  shall  be  dealt  with  ,  shall  forthwith  institute  an  inquiry;  and  if  the  validi- 
conformably  to  the    laws  by  which    they  shall  have    ty  of  the  complaint  shall   he    ascertained,  that   go- 


been  tried 

In  case  of  confiscation,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  aforesaid  vessel  shall,  within  the  space  of  six 
months,  reckoning  from  the  date  of  the  sale,  be  plac- 
ed at  the  disposal  of  the  government  of  the  country 
to  which   the  ship  which  made  the  capture  belongs. 


vernment  shall  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  master  or  the 
owner,  or  to  any  other  person  interested  in  the  equip- 
ment or  lading  of  the  molested  vessel,  the  amount  of 
costs  and  damages  which  shall  be  due  to  him. 

Art.  XV.  The  high  contracting  parties  engage  re- 
,      ,     ,  -,        ,    .  ,         ,  -      .u  .,     .  -     I  eiprocally  to  communicate  to  each  other,  when  ask- 

in  order  to  be  employed   m  conformity  with  the  laws  j  pj  to  do  so,  and  without  expense,  copies  of  the  pro- 
of that  country.  .^  ,.      ceedings  instituted,  and  of  the    judgments  given;  re- 


Art.  XI.  If  any  one  of  the  articles  specified  'njiaiiygtov 
article  IX  of  the  pi'esent  treaty  is  foimd  on  board  a  ^^le  orov 
merchant  vessel,  or  if  it  is  proved  to  have  been  on 
board  of  her  during  the  voyage  in  which  she  was 
captured,  no  compensatir»n  for  losses,  damages,  or 
expenses,  consequent  upon  the  detention  of  such  ves- 
sel, shall  in  any  case  be  granted,  either  to  the  mas- 
ter, or  to  the  owner,  or  to  any  other  person  interest- 
ed in  the  equipment  or  in  the  lading,  even  though  a 
sentence  of  condemnation  should  not  have  been  pro- 
nounced against  the  vessel,  as  a  consequence  of  her 
detention. 

Art.  XII.  In  all  cases  in  wliich  a  vessel  shall  have 
been  detained  in  conformity  with  the  present  treaty, 
as  having  been  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  fitted 
out  for  that  traffic,  and  shall,  in  consequence,  have 
been  tried  and  confiscated,  the  government  of  the 
cruiser  which  shall  have  made  the  capture,  or  the 
government  whose  tribunal  shall  have  condemned 
the  vessel,  may  purchase  the  condemned  vessel  for 
the  service  of  its  royal  navy,  at  the  price  fixed  by  a 
competent  person,  selected  for  that  purpose  by  the 
said  tribunal.  The  government  whose  cruiser  shall 
have  made  the  capture  shall  have  a  riglit  of  prefe- 
rence in  the  purchase  of  the  vessel.  But  if  the  con- 
demned vessel  should  not  be  purchased  in  the  man- 
ner above  pointed  out,  she  shall  be  wholly  broken  up 
immediately  after  the  sentence  of  confiscation,  and 
sold  in  separate  portions  after  having  been  broken  up. 

Art.  XIH.  When  by  the  sentence  of  the  compe- 
tent tribunal  it  shall  have  been  ascertained  that  a 
merchant  vessel  detained  in  virtue  of  the  present 
treaty  was  not  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  adid  was 
not  fitted  out  for  tinit  traffic,  she  shall  he  restored  to 
the  lawful  owner  or  owners.  And  if,  in  the  course 
of  the  proceedings,  it  shall  have  been  proved  that  the 
vessel  was  searched  and  detained   illegally,  or  with- 


jud 
Is  searched  or  detained  in  execution  of 
of  this  treaty. 

Art.  XVI.  The  high  contracting  parties  agree  to 
insure  the  immediate  freedom  of  all  the  slaves  who 
shall  be  found  on  board  vessels  detained  and  con- 
demned in  virtue  of  the  stipulations  of  the  present 
treaty. 

Art.  XVII.  The  high  contracting  parties  agree  to 
invite  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  which  have 
not  yet  concluded  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade  to  accede  to  the  present  treaty. 

Art.  XVIII.  The  acts  or  instruments  annexed  to 
the  present  treaty,  and  which  it  is  mutually  agreed  to 
consider  as  forming  an  integral  part  thereof,  are  the 
following: 

A.  Forms  of  warrants  of  authorization,  and  of 
orders  for  the  guidance  of  the  cruisers  of  each  na- 
tion, in  the  searches  and  detentions  to  be  made  in 
virtue  of  the  present  treaty. 

B.  Instructions  for  the  cruisers  of  the  naval  forces 
employed  in  virtue  of  the  present  treaty,  or  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade. 

Art.  XIX.  The  present  treaty,  consisting  of  19 
articles,  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  there- 
of shall  be  exchanged  at  London  at  the  expiration 
of  two  months  from  this  date,  or  sooner  if  possible. 
In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentia- 
ries have  signed  the  present  treaty,  in  English  and 
French,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  the  sealof  their 
arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  20th  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1841. 

ABKIIDKEX. 

ICOLLEK. 

ST.  AUI.AIRE. 

SGULEINITZ. 

BRUNOW. 


^Innei — Imlnidiom  to  Cruisos. 
1.  AVhenever  a  merchant  vessel  belonging  to,  or 
bearing  the  flag  of,  any  one  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  shall  be  visited  by  a  cruiser  of  any  one  of 
the  other  high  contracting  parties,  the  officer  com- 
manding the  cruiser  shall,  before  he  proceeds  to  visit 
the  said  vessel,  exhibit  to  the  master  of  such  vessel 
the  special  order  which  confers  upon  him  by  excep- 
tion the  right  to  visit  her;  aid  he  shall  deliver  to 
such  master  a  certificate,  signed  by  himself,  specify- 
ing his  rank  in  the  navy  of  his  eouutry,  and  the  name 
of  the  sbip  which  he  commauds,  and  declaring  that 
the  only  object  of  his  visit  is  to  ascertain  whether  the 
vessel  is  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  is  fitted  out 
for  the  purpose  of  such  traffic,  or  has  been  engaged 
in  that  traffic  during  the  voyage,  in  which  she  has 
been  met  with  by  said  cruizer.  When  the  visit  is 
made  by  an  officer  of  the  cruiser  other  tlian  her  com- 
mander, such  officer  shall  not  be  under  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  the  navy;  unless  he  be  the  officer  who 
IS  second  in  command  of  the  ship  by  which  the 
visit  is  made;  and  in  this  case,  such  officer  shall  ex- 
hibit to  the  master  of  the  merchant  vessel  a  copy 
of  the  special  orders  above  mentioned,  signed  by  the 
commander  of  the  cruiser,  and  shall  likewise  deliver 
to  such  master  a  certificate  signed  by  himself,  speci- 
fying the  rank  which  he  holds  in  the  navy  of  his 
country,  the  name  of  the  commander  under  whose 
orders  he  is  acting,  the  name  of  the  cruiser  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  the  object  of  his  visit  as  herinbefore 
recited. 

If  it  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  visit  that  the  ship's 
papers  are  regular,  and  her  proceedings  lawful,  the 
officershall  certify  upon  the  log-book  of  the  vessel  that 
the  visit  took  place  in  virtue  of  the  special  orders 
above  mentioned;  and  when  these  formalities  shall 
have  been  completed  the  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to 
continue  her  course. 

2.  If,  in  consequence  of  the  visit,  the  officer  com- 
manding the  cruiser  sliall  be  of  opinion  that  there 
are  sufficient  grounds  for  believing  that  t!ie  vessel  is 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  has  been  fitted  out  for 
that  traffic,  or  has  been  engaged  in  that  traffic  during 
the  voyage  in  which  she  is  met  with  by  the  cruiser; 
and  if  he  shall  in  coiiseqwence  determine  to  detain 
her,  and  to  have  her  delivered  up  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  compete;,!  authorities,  he  shall  forlhuilh  cause 
a  list  to  be  made  out,  in  duplicate,  of  all  the  papers 
found  on  board,  and  he  shall  sign  this  list  and  tlie 
duplicate,  adding,  after  his  own  name,  his  rank  in 
the  navy,  and  the  name  of  the  vessel  under  his  com- 
mand. 

He  shall,  in  like  manner,  make  out  and  sign,  in  du- 
plicate, a  declaration,  stating  the  place  and  time  of 
the  detention,  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  that  of  her 
master,  the  names  of  the  persons  composing  her  crew, 
and  the  number  and  condition  of  the  slaves  found  on 
board. 

This  deelaration  shall  further  contain  an  exact  de- 
scription of  the  state  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo. 

3.  The  commander  of  the  cruiser  shall,  without 
delay,  carry  or  send  the  detained  vessel,  with  her 
master,  crew,  passengers,  cargo  and  slaves  found  on 
board,  to  one  of  the  ports  hereinafter  specified,  in 
order  that  pi-oceedings  may  be  instituted  in  regard  to 
them,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country  under 
whose  flag  the  vessel  is  sailing;  and  he  shall  deliver 
the  same  to  the  competent  authorities,  or  to  the  per- 
sons whosliall  have  been  specially  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  government  to  whom  such  port  shall 
belong. 

4.  No  person  whatever  Shall  be  taken  out  of  the 
detained  vessel;  nor  shall  any  part  of  her  cargo,  nor 
any  of  the  slaves  found  on  board,  be  rcmovecl  from 
her,  until  after  such  vessel  shall  liave  been  delivered 
over  to  the  authorities  of  her  own  nation,  unless  the 
removal  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  crew,  or  of  the 
slaves  found  on  hoard,  shall  be  deemed  necessary, 
either  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives,  or  from 
any  other  consideration  of  humanity,  or  for  the  safety 
of  the  persons  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  vessel  after  her  detention.  In  any  such  case, 
the  commander  of  the  cruiser,  or  the  olficer  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  the  detained  vessel,  shall  make  a 
declaration  of  such  removal,  in  wiiich  he  shall  speci- 
fy the  reasons  for  the  same;  and  the  masters,  sailors, 
passengers  or  slaves  so  removed,  shall  be  carried  to 
the  same  port  as  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  and  they 
shall  be  received  in  the  same  manner  a.s  the  vessel, 
agreeably  to  the  regulations  hereinafter  set  forth. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing'  in  this  paragraph 
shall  be  understood  as  applying  to  slaves  found  on 
b^^Jrd  of  Austrian,  Prussian  or  Russian  vessels;  but 
such  slaves  shall  not  be  disposed  of  as  is  specified  in 
the  following  paragraphs. 

i.  All  Austrian  vessels  which  !>hall  be  detained  on 
the  stations  of  America,  or  .\frica,  by  the  cruisers  of 
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the  other  contraclinp;  parties,  shall  be  carried  and 
delivered  up  to  the  Austrian  jurisdiction  at  Trieste. 

But  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such 
Austrian  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  the  ves- 
sel shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  deposite  the 
slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  would  have  been 
taken  for  adjudication  if  she  had  been  sailinp;  under 
the  English  or  French  flag.  The  vessel  shall  after- 
wards be  sent  on,  and  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Austrian  jurisdiction  at  Trieste-,  as  above  stipulated. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
■western  coast  of  Africa  by  cruisers  of  the  other  con- 
tracting parties  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up  to 
the  French  jurisdiction  at  Goree. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up 
to  the  French  jurisdiction  at  the  Isle  of  Bourbon. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
coast  of  America,  to  the  southward  of  the  10th  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up 
to  the  French  jurisdiction  at  Cayenne. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  in  the 
AVest  Indies,  or  on  the  coast  of  America  tolhe  north- 
ward of  the  10th  degree  of  n6rth  latitude,  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  other  contracting  parties,  shall  be 
carried  and  delivered  up  to  the  French  jurisdiction 
at  Martinique. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up 
to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  Bathurst  on  the  river 
Gambia. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up 
to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
coast  of  America  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other  con- 
tracting parties  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up  to 
the  British  jurisdiction  at  the  colony  of  Demerara,  or 
at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica,  according  as  the  com- 
mander of  the  cruiser  may  think  most  convenient. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  in  the 
West  Indies  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other  contracting 
parties  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up  to  the  Brit- 
ish jurisdiction  at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica. 

All  Prussian  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
Stations  of  America  or  Africa,  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  deliver- 
ed up  to  the  Prussian  jurisdiction  at  Stettin. 

But  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such 
Prussian  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  tlie  ves- 
sel shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  deposite  the 
slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  would  have  been  ta- 
ken for  adjudication  if  she  had  been  sailing  under 
the  English  or  French  flag.  The  vessel  shall  after- 
wards be  sent  on,  and  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Prussian  jurisdiction   at  Stettin  as  above  stipulated. 

All  Russian  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on  the 
stations  of  America  or  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  contracting  parties  shall  be  carried  and  deliver- 
ed up  to  the  Russian  jnrisdiclion  at  Constadt  or  at 
Revel,  acording  as  the  season  of  the  year  may  allow 
the  one  or  the  other  of  those  ports  to  be  reached. 

But  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such  Rus- 
sian vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  the  vessel 
shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  deposit  the  slaves 
at  that  port  to  which  she  would  have  been  taken  for 
adjudication  if  she  had  been  sailing  under  the  English 
or  French  flag.  The  vessel  shall  afterwards  be  sent 
on,  and  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Russian  jurisdic- 
tion at  Constadt,  or  at  Revel,  as  above  stipulated. 

6.  As  soon  as  a  merchant  vessel,  which  shall  have 
been  detained  as  aforesaid  shall  arrive  at  one  of  the 
ports  or  places  above  mentioned,  the  commander  of 
the  cruiser,  or  the  officer  appointed  to  bring  in  such 
detained  vessel,  shall  forthwith  deliver  to  the  autho- 
rities duly  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  govern- 
ment within  whose  territory  such  port  or  place  shall 
be,  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  together  with  the  mas- 
ter, crew,  passengers,  and  slaves  found  on  board,  and 
also  the  papers  which  shall  have  been  seized  on  board 
the  vessel,  and  one  of  the  duplicate  lists  of  the  said 
papers,  retaining  tlie  other  in  his  own  possession. 
Such  officer  shall  at  the  same  time  deliver  to  the 
said  authorities  one  of  the  original  declarations,  as 
liereinhefore  specified,  adding  thereto  a  statement  of 
any  changes  which  may  have  taken  place  from  the 
time  of  the  detention  of  the  vessel  to  that  of  the  de- 
livery, as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  any  re- 
movals which  may  have  taken'  place,  as  above  pro- 
Tided  for. 

In  delivering  over  these  several  documents  the  of- 
ficer shall  make,  in  writing  and  on  oath,  an  attesta- 
tion of  the  truth. 

7.  If  the  commander  of  a  cruiser  of  one  of  the  high 
coDtracting  parties,  who  shall  be  duly  furnished  with 


the  aforesaid  special  instructions,  shall  have  reason 
to  suspect  that  a  merchant  vessel  sailing  under  con- 
voy of,  or  in  company  with,  a  ship  of  war  of  any  one 
of  the  other  contracting  parties,  is  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  or  has  been  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of 
that  traffic,  or  has  been  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  slaves 
during  the  voyage  in  which- she  is  met  with  by  the 
said  cruiser,  he  shall  confine  himself  to  communicat- 
ing his  suspicions  to  the  commander  of  the  ship  of 
war;  and  he  shall  leave  it  to  the  latter  to  proceed 
alone  to  visit  the  suspected  vessel,  and  to  deliver  her 
up  to  the  jurisdiction  of  her  own  country,  if  there  be 
cause  for  doing  so. 

8.  By  Article  IV.  of  the  treaty,  it  is  stipulated, 
that  in  no  case  shall  the  mutual  right  of  visit  he  ex- 
ercised upon  ships  of  war  of  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties. 

It  is  agreed  that  this  exception  shall  apply  equally 
to  vessels  of  the  Russian-American  company,  which, 
being  commanded  by  officers  of  tlie  imperial  navy, 
are  authorised  by  the  imperial  government  to' carry 
a  flag  which  distinguishes  them  from  the  merchant 
navy,  and  are  armed  and  equipped  similarly  to  trans- 
ports of  war. 

It  is  further  understood  that  the  said  vessels  shall 
be  furnished  with  a  Russian  patent,  which  shall  prove 
their  origin  and  destination.  The  form  of  this  patent, 
shall  be  drawn  up  by  common  consent.  It  is  agreed 
that  this  patent,  when  issued  by  the  competent  au- 
thority in  Russia,  shall  be  countersigned  at  St.  Pe- 
tei'sburgh  by  the  consulates  of  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

9.  In  the  3d  clause  of  article  9  of  the  treaty  it  is 
stipulated  that,  failing  proof  to  the  contrary,  a  vessel 
shall  be  presumed  to  be  engaged  in  the  slave  trade 
If  there  be  found  on  board  spare  plank  fitted  for  be- 
ing laid  down  as  a  second  or  slave  deck. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  abuse  v/hich  might  arise 
from  an  arbitrary  interpretation  of  this  clause,  it  is 
especially  recommended  to  the  cruisers  not  to  alio 


h 
sion. 


to  .\iistrian,  Prussian  or  Russian  vessels  employed  in  | 
the  timber  trade,  whose  manifests  shall  prove  that 
the  planks  and  joists  which  they  have,  or  h 
on  board  are,  or  were,  a  part  of  their  cargo  ' 

Therefore,  in  order  not  harrass  lawful  co 
cruisers  are  expressly  enjoined  only  to  act  upon  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  3d  clause   of  article  9, 
when  there  shall  be  on  board  the  vessel  visited  spare 
plank  evidently  destined  to  form  a  slave-deck. 

The  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed,  in 
conformity  with  the  18th  article  of  the  treaty  signed 
by  them  this  da),  that  these  instructions  shall  be  an- 
nexed to  the  treaty  signed  this  day  between  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia  and  Russia,  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  shall  be 
considered  as  an  integral  part  of  that  treaty. 

In  v/itness  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
high  contracting  parties  have  signed  this  annex,  and 
have  thereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  30th  day  of  December,  in  the 
vear  of  our  Lord  1841.  ABERDEEN, 

ROLLER, 
ST.  AULAIRE, 
SCHLEINITZ, 
BRUNOW. 


that  motion    I   trust   I  shall   be  pardoned   if  I   avail 
myself  of  the  occasion  to  make  a  few   observatiors 
are  suggested  to  my  mind  by  the  present  occa- 

!■  entered  the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  De 
cember,  1806.  I  regarded  that  body  then,  and  still 
contemplate  it,  as  a  body  which  may  compare  with- 
outdisadvantage,with  any  legislative assembly,'either 
of  ancient  or  modern  times,  whether  I  look  to 
its  dignity,  the  extent  and  importance  of  its  powers 
or  the  ability  by  which  its  individual  members  have 
been  distinguished,  or  its  constitution.  If  compared 
in  any  of  these  respects  with  the  senates  either  of 
France  of  England,  that  of  the  United  States  will 
sustain  no  derogation.  With  respect  to  the  mode  of 
its  constitution,  of  those  bodies  I  may  observe  that 
in  the  house  of  peers  in  England,  with  the  exceptions 
hut  of  Ireland  and  Scotland — and  in  that  of  France 
with  no  exception  whatever— the  members  hold  their 
places  under  no  delegated  authority,  hut  derive  Ihem 
from  the  grant  of  the  crown,  transniittted  by  de- 
scent, or  expressed  in  new  patents  of  nobility;  while 
here  H-e  have  the  proud  title  of  representatives  of  so- 
vereign states,  of  distinct  and  independent  common- 
wealths. 

If  we  look  again  at  the  powers  exercised  by  the 
senates  of  France  and  England,  and  by  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  we  shall  find  that  the  a^-regate  of 
power  is  much  greater  here.  In  all  the^members 
possess  the  legislative  power.  In  the  foreign  senates 
as  in  this,  the  judicial  power  is  invested,  although 
there  it  exists  in  a  larger  degree  than  here.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  that  vast,  undefined,  and  undefinable 
power  involved  in  the  right  to  co-operate  with  the 
executive  in  the  formation  and  ratification  of  treaties 
is  enjoyed  in  all  its  magnitude  and  weight  by  this 
body,  while  if  is  possessed  by  neither  of  theirs:  be- 
sides which,  there  is  another  of  very  great  practical 
importance— that  of  sharing  with  "the  executive 
ch  in  distributing  the  vast  patronage  of  this  go- 
ment.     In   both    these   latter  respects,  we  stand 
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March  31.  After  several  reports  from  commit- 
tees on  private  claims,  and  ordering  two  or  three  pri- 
vate bills  to  be  engrossed — Mr.  Clay  said  that,  before 
proceeding  to  make  the  motion  for  which  he  had 
risen,  he  begged  leave  to  submit,  on  the  only  occa- 
sion afforded  him,  an  observation  or  two  on  a  different 
subject.  It  would  be  remembered  that  lie  had  ofler- 
ed,  on  a  former  day,  some  resolutions  going  to  pro- 
pose certain  amendments  in  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Stales:  they  had  undergone  some  discussion, 
and  he  had  been  desirous  of  obtaining  an  expression 
of  the  sense  of  the  senate  upon  their  adoption;  but 
owing  to  the  infirm  state  of  his  health,  to  the  pressure 
of  business  in  the  senate,  and  especially  to  the  ab- 
sence at  this  moment  of  several  of  his  friends,  he 
had  concluded  this  to  be  unnecessary;  nor  should  he 
deem  himself  called  upon  to  reply  lo  the  arguments 
of  such  gentlemen  as  had  considered  it  their  duty  to 
oppose  the  resolutions.  He  should  commit  the  sub- 
ject, therefore,  to  the  hands  of  the  senate,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  their  judgment  should  dictate:  concluding 
what  he  liad  to  say  in  relation  to  them  with  the  re- 
mark, that  the  convictions  he  had  before  entertained 
in  regard  to  the  several  amendments,  he  still  delibe- 
rately held,  after  all  that  he  had  heard  upon  the  sub- 
jects of  them. 

And  no.w,  said  Mr.  C.  allow  me  to  announce,  for- 
mally and  officially,  my  retirement  from  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  present  the  last  motion  I 
shall  ever  make  iu  this  body.     But,  before  I  make 


have  had,  i  °"  Srounds  different  from  the  house  of  peers  either 
for  trade.  I  ""^  ^"S'^'"^  Of  ^'■^"'^e.  And  then  as  to  the  dignity 
ammerce  I  ""''  'iecor'im  "f  its  proceedings,  and  ordinarily  as 
to  the  ability  of  its  members,  I  can  with  great 
truth  declare  that,  during  the  whole  long  period  of 
my  knowledge  of  this  senate  it  can,  without  arro- 
gance or  presumption,  sustain  no  disadvantageous 
comparison  with  any  public  body  in  ancient  or'  mo- 
dern times. 

Full  of  attraction,  however,  as  a  seat  in  this  se- 
nate is,  sufficient  as  it  is  to  fill  the  aspirations  of  the 
most  ambitious  heart,  I  have  long  determined  to 
forego  it,  and  to  seek  that  repose  which  can  be  en- 
joyed only  in  the  shades  of  private  life,  and  amid  the 
calm  pleasures  which  belong  to  that  beloved  word 
"home."  * 

It  was  my  purpose  to  terminate  my  connexion  with 
this  body  in  November,  1S40,  after  the  memorable 
and  glorious  political  struggle  which  distinguished 
that  year:  but  I  learned,  soon  after,  what  indeed  I 
had  for  some  time  anticipated  from  the  result  of  my 
own  reflections,  that  an  extra  session  of  congress 
would  be  called;  and  I  felt  desirous  to  co-operate 
with  my  political  and  personal  friends  in  restoring, 
if  it  could  be  effected,  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
by  the  best  measures  which  their  united  counsels 
might  be  able  to  devise;  and  I  therefore  attended  the 
extra  session.  It  was  called,  as  all  know,  by  the 
lamented  Harrison;  but  his  death  and  the  consequent 
accession  of  his  successor  produced  an  entirely  new 
aspect  of  public  aflairs.  Had  he  lived,  I  have  not 
one  particle  of  doubt  that  every  important  measure 
for  which  the  country  had  hoped  with  so  confident 
an  expectation  would  have  been  consummated  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  executive  branch  of  government. 
And  here  allow  me  to  say,  only,  in  regard  to  that  so 
much  reproached  extra  session  of  congress,  that  I 
believe  if  any  of  those  who,  through  the  influence  of 
party  spirit  or  the  bias  of  political  prejudice,  have 
fondly  censured  the  measures  then  adopted,  will  look 
at  them  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  of  justice,  their  con- 
clusion, and  that  of  the  country  generally,  will  he  that 
if  there  exists  any  just  ground  of  complaint,  it  is  to 
be  found  not  in  what  was  done,  but  in  what  was  left 
unfinished. 

Had  President  Harrison  lived,  and  the  measures 
devised  at  that  session  been  fully  carried  out,  it  was 
my  intention  then  to  have  resigned  mv  seat.  But, 
the  hope  (I  feared  it  might  prove  a  vaiii  hope)  that 
at  the  regular  session  the  measures  which  we  had 
left  undone  might  even  then  be  perfected,  or  the 
same  object  attained  in  an  equivalent  form,  induced 
me  to  postpone  the  determination;  and  events  which 
arose  after  the  extra  session,  resulting  from  the  fai- 
lure of  those  measures  which  had  been  proposed  at 
that  session,  and  which  appeared  to  throw  on  ourpo- 
litical  friends  a  temporary  show  of  defeat,  confirmed 
ine  in  the  resolution  to  attend  the  present  session  also, 
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and,  whether  in  prosperity  or  adversity,  to  share  the 
fortune  of  my  friends.  But  I  resolved  at  the  same 
time  to  retire  as  soon  as  I  could  do  so  with  propriety 
and  decency. 

From  1806,  the  period  of  my  entry  on  this  noble 
theatre,  with  short  intervals,  to  the  present  time,  1 
have  been  engaged  in  the  public  councils,  at  home 
or  abroad.  Of  the  nature  or  the  value  of  the  services 
rendered  during  that  long  and  arduous  period  of  my 
life  it  does  not  become  me  to  speak;  history,  if  she 
deisns  to  notice  me,  and  posterity,  if  the  recollec- 
tion of  my  humble  actions  shall  be  transmitted  to 
posterity,  are  the  best,  the  truest,  and  the  most  im- 
partial judges.  When  death  has  closed  the  scene, 
their  sentences  will  be  pronounced,  and  to  that  I  ap- 
peal and  refer  myself.  My  acts  and  public  conduct 
are  a  fair  subject  for  the  criticism  and  judgment  of 
my  fellow  men;  hut  the  private  motives  by  which 
they  have  been  prompted  are  known  only  to  the 
great  Searcher  of  the  human  heart  and  to  myself; 
and  I  trust  1  may  be  pardoned  for  repealing  a  decla- 
tion  made  some  tliirteen  years  ago,  that,  whatever 
errors — and  doubtless  there  have  been  many— may 
be  discovered  in  a  review  of  my  public  service  to 
the  country,  I  can  with  unshaken  confidence,  appeal 
to  that  divine  arbiter  for  the  truth  of  the  declaration 
that  I  have  been  influenced  by  no  impure  purpose,  no 
personal  motive — have  sought  no  personal  aggran- 
dizement; but  that  in  all  my  public  acts  I  have  had  a 
sole  and  single  eye,  and  a  warm  and  devoted  heart, 
directed  and  dedicated  to  what  in  my  best  judgment 
I  believed  to  be  the  true  interests  of  my  country. 

During  that  long  period,  however,  I  have  not  es- 
caped the  fate  of  other  public  men,  nor  failed  to  in- 
cur censure  and  detraction  of  the  bitterest,  most  un- 
relenting, and  most  malignant  character;  and  though 
not  always  insensible  to  the  pain  it  was  meant  to  in- 
flict, I  have  borne  it  in  general  with  composure,  and 
■without  disturbance  here,  [pointing  to  his  breast,] 
•waiting  as  I  have  done,  in  perfect  and  undoubting 
confidence,  for  the  ultimate  triumph  of  justice  and 
of  truth,  and  in  the  entire  persuasion  that  time  w^ould, 
in  the  end,  settle  all  things  as  they  should  be,  and 
that  whatever  wrong  or  injustice  I  might  experience 
at  the  hands  of  man,  He  to  whom  all  hearts  are  open 
3nd  fully  known,  would  in  the  end,  by  the  inscru- 
table dispensations  of  His  providence,  rectify  all  er- 
ror, redress  all  wrong,  and  cause  ample  justice  to  be 
done. 

Butl  have  not  meanwhile  been  unsustained.  Every- 
where throughout  the  extent  of  this  great  continent 
T  have  cordial,  warmhearted,  and  devoted  friends, 
who  have  known  me  and  justly  appreciated  my  mo- 
lives.  To  them,  if  language  were  susceptible  of 
fully  CNpressing  my  acknowledgments,  1  would  now 
offer  them  as  all  the  return  I  have  now  to  make  for 
their  genuine,  disinterested,  and  persevering  fidelity 
and  devoted  attachment.  But  if  I  fail  in  suitable 
language  to  express  my  gratitude  to  them  for  all  the 
kindness  they  have  shown  me — what  shall  I  say — 
what  can  I  say  at  all  commensurate  with  those  feel- 
ings of  gratitude  which  I  owe  to  the  state  whose  hum- 
ble representative  and  servant  I  have  been  in  this 
chamber?  [Here  Mr.  C's  feelings  appeared  to  over 
power  him.  and  he  proceeded  with  deep  sensibility 
and  with  difficult  utterance.] 

I  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  the  slate  of  Kentucky 
now  nearly  forty-five  years  ago;  I  went  as  an  orphan 
who  had  not  yet  attained  the  age  of  majority — who 
had  never  recognised  a  father's  smile  nor  felt  his 
caresses— poor — pennyless — without  the  favor  of  Ihe 
great — with  an  imperfect  and  inadequate  education, 
limited  to  the  ordinary  business  and  common  pur- 
suits of  life;  but  scarce  had  I  set  my  foot  upon  her 
generous  soil  when  I  was  seized  and  embraced  with 
parental  fondness,  caressed  as  though  [  had  been  a 
favorite  child,  and  patronised  with  liberal  and  un- 
bounded munificence.  From  that  period  the  highest 
honors  of  the  state  have  been  freely  bestowed  upon 
me;  and  afterwards,  in  the  darkest  hour  of  calumny 
and  detraction,  when  I  seemed  to  be  forsaken  by  all 
the  rest  of  the  world,  she  threw  her  broad  and  im- 
penetrable shield  around  me,  and,  bearing  me  up 
aloft  in  her  courageous  arms,  repelled  the  poisoned 
shafts  that  were  aimed  at  my  destruction,  and  vindi- 
cated my  good  name  from  every  false  and  unfounded 
assault. 

But  the  ingenuity  of  my  assailants  is  never  ex- 
hausted, and  it  seems  1  have  subjected  myself  to  a 
new  epithet;  which  I  do  not  know  whether  it  should 
be  taken  in  lionor  or  derogation:  I  am  held  up  to  the 
country  as  a  "dictator."  A  dictator!  The  idea  of  a 
dictatorship  is  drawn  from  Roman  institutions;  and 
at  the  time  the  office  was  created  the  person  who  j 
wielded  the  tremendous  weight  of  authority  it  confer-  j 
red  concentrated  in  hia  own  person  an  absolute  pow- 
er over  the  lives  and  properly  of  all  his  fellow-citi- , 
zens;  he  could  raise  armies;  he  could  build  and  in  in  I 
navies;  ho  could  levy  taxes  at  will,  and  raise  any 
amount  of  revenue  he  might  choose  to  demand;  and 


life  and  death  rested  on  his  fiat.  If  I  had  been  a  dic- 
tator, as  I  am  said  to  have  been,  where  is  the  power 
with  which  I  was  clothed.'  Had  I  any  armyr  any 
navy?  any  revenue?  any  patronage?  in  a  word,  any 
power  whatever?  If  I  had  been  a  dictator,  I  think 
that  even  those  who  have  the  most  freely  applied  to 
me  the  appellation  must  be  compelled  to  make  two 
admissions:  first,  that  my  dictatorship  has  been  dis- 
tinguished by  no  cruel  executions,  stained  by  no 
blond,  nor  soiled  by  any  act  of  dishonor;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  I  think  they  must  own  (though  1  do  not 
exactly  know  what  date  my  commission  of  dictator 
bears — I  imagine,  however,  it  must  havecoramenced 
with  the  extra  session)  that  if  I  did  usurp  the  power 
of  a  dictator — I  at  least  voluntarily  surrendered  it 
within  a  shorter  period  than  was  allotted  for  the  du- 
ration of  the  dictatorship  of  the  Roman  common- 
wealth. 

If  to  have  sought,  at  the  extra  session  and  at  the 
present,  by  the  co-operation  of  my  friends,  to  carry 
out  the  great  measures  intended  by  the  popular  ma- 
jority of  1840,  and  to  have  desired  that  they  should 
all  have  been  adopted  and  executed;  if  to  have  anxi- 
ously desired  to  see  a  disordered  currency  regulated 
and  restored,  and  irregular  exchanges  equalized  and 
adjusted;  if  to  have  labored  to  replenish  the  empty 
coffers  of  Ihe  treasury  by  suitable  duties;  if  to  have 
endeavored  to  extend  relief  to  the  unfortunate  bank- 
rupts of  the  country,  who  had  been  ruined  in  a  great 
measure  by  the  erroneoi  s  policy,  as  we  believed,  of 
this  government;  if  to  s(ek  to  limit, circumscribe,  and 
restrain  executive  authority;  if  to  retrench  unneces- 
sary expenditure  and  abolish  useless  offices  and  insti- 
tutions; if,  whilst  the  public  honor  is  preserved  un- 
tarnished by  supplying  a  revenue  adequate  to  meet 
the  national  engagements,  incidental  protection  can 
be  afforded  to  the  national  industry;  if  to  entertain  an 
ardent  solicitude  to  redeem  every  pledge  and  execute 
every  promise  fairly  made  by  my  political  friends 
with  a  view  to  the  acquisition  of  power  from  the 
hands  of  an  honest  and  confiding  people;  if  these  ob- 
jects constitute  a  man  a  dictator,  why,  then,  I  sup- 
pose I  must  be  content  to  bear,  although  I  still  only 
share  with  my  friends,  the  odium  or  the  honor  of  the 
epithet,  as  it  may  be  considered  on  the  one  hand  or 
the  other. 

That  my  nature  is  warm,  my  temper  ardent,  my 
disposition,  especially  in  relation  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, enthusiastic,  I  am  fully  ready  to  own;  and  those 
who  suppose  ihat  I  have  been  assuming  the  dictator- 
ship have  only  mistaken  for  arrogance  or  assumption 
that  fervent  ardor  and  devotion  which  is  natural  to 
my  constitution,  and  which  I  may  have  displayed 
with  too  little  regard  to  cold,  calculating  and  cauti- 
ous prudence,  in  sustaining  and  zealously  supporting 
important  national  measures  of  policy  which  I  have 
presented  and  proposed. 

During  a  long  and  arduous  career  of  service  in  the 
public  councils  of  my  country,  especially  during  the 
ja.st  eleven  years  1  have  held  a  seat  in  the  senate, 
from  the  same  ardor  and  enthusiasm  of  character,  I 
have  no  doubt,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  and  in  an  ho- 
nest endeavor  to  maintain  my  opinions  against  adverse 
opinions  equally  honestly  entertained,  as  to  the  best 
course  to  be  adopted  for  the  public  welfare,  I  may 
have  often  inadvertently  or  unintentionally,  in  mo- 
ments of  excited  debate,  made  use  of  language  that 
has  been  offensive,  and  susceptible  of  injurious  inter- 
pretation towards  my  brother  senators.  If  there  be 
any  here  who  retain  wounded  feelings  of  injury  or 
dissatisfaction  produced  on  such  occasions,  I  beg  to 
assure  them  that  I  now  offer  the  amplest  apology  for 
any  departure  on  my  pari  from  the  established  rules 
of  parliamentary  decorum  and  courtesy.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  assure  the  senators,  one  and  all,  with-  ' 
out  exception  and  without  reserve,  that  I  retire  from  ' 
this  senate  chamber  without  carrying  with  me  a  sin- 
gle feeling  of  resentment  or  dissatisfaction  to  the  se-  | 
nate  or  to  any  one  of  its  members.  i 

I  go  from  this  place  under  the  hope  that  we  shall,  I 
mutually,  consign  to  perpetual  oblivion  whatever 
personal  collisions  may  at  any  time  unfortunately 
have  occurred  between  us;  and  that  our  recollections 
shall  dwell  in  future  only  on  those  conflicts  of  mind 
with  mind,  those  intellectual  struggles,  those  noble 
exhibitions  of  the  powers  of  logic,  argument  and  elo- 
quence, honorable  to  the  senate  and  to  the  country, 
in  which  each  has  sought  and  contended  for  what  he 
deemed  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  one  common 
object,  the  greatest  interest  and  the  most  happiness 
of  our  beloved  country.  To  these  thrilling  and  de- 
lightful scenes  it  will  be  my  pleasure  and  my  pride 
to  look  back  in  my  retirement. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  make  the  mo- 
tion which  it  was  my  object  lo  submit  when  I  rose  to 
address  you.  I  present  the  credentials  of  my  friend 
and  successor.  If  any  void  has  been  created  by  my 
own  withdrawal  from  the  senate,  it  will  be  filled  to 
overfl.wing  by  hiin;  whose  urbanity,  whose  gallant 
and  gentlemanly  bearing,  whose  steady  adherence  to 


principle,  and  whose  rare  and  accomplished  powers 
in  debate,  are  known  already  in  advance  to  the  whole 
senate  and  to  the  country.  I  move  that  his  creden- 
tials be  received,  and  that  the  oath  of  office  be  now 
administered  to  him. 

In  retiring,  as  I  am  about  to  do,  forever,  from  the 
senate,  suffer  me  lo  express  my  heartfelt  wishes  that 
all  the  great  and  patriotic  objects  for  which  it  was 
constituted  by  Ihe  wise  framers  of  our  constitution 
may  be  fulfilled;  that  the  high  destiny  designed  for  it 
may  be  fully  answered;  and  that  its  deliberations, 
now  and  hereafter,  may  eventuate  in  restoring  the 
prosperity  of  our  beloved  country,  in  maintaining  its 
rights  and  honor  abroad,  and  in  securing  and  uphold- 
ing its  interests  at  home.  I  retire,  I  know  it.  at  a  pe- 
riod of  infinite  distress  and  embarrassment.  I  wish 
I  could  take  my  leave  of  you  under  more  favorable 
auspices;  but,  without  meaning  at  this  time  to  say 
whether  on  any  or  on  whom  reproaches  for  the  sad 
condition  of  the  country  shall  fall,  I  appeal  to  the  se- 

[  nate  and  to  the  world  to  bear  testimony  to  my  earn- 

I  est  and  anxious  exertions   to  avert   it,  and  that  no 

I  blame  can  justly  rest  at  my  door. 

May  the  blessing  of  heaven    rest  upon  the  whole 

I  senate  and  each  member  of  it,  and  may  the  labors  of 
every  one  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation  and  the 
advancement  of  his  own  fame  and  renown.  And 
when  you  shall  retire  to  the  bosom  of  your  constitu- 

■  cuts,  may  you  meet  that  most  cheering  and   gratify- 

,  ing  of  all  human  rewards — their  cordial  greeting  of 

;  "well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

i  And  now,  Messrs.  President  and  senators,  I  bid 
you  all  a  long,  a  lasting  and  a  friendly  farewell.* 

*Speaking  of  his  farewell  the  correspondent  of  the 
United  Stales  Gazette  says: 

"The  meeting  of  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun  after 
the  former  retired  from  the  senate,  shows  that  politi- 
cal strife,  though  it  may  for  a  while  deaden  the  finer 
feelings  of  the  heart,  cannot  destroy  them,  especially 
in  those  hearls  that  beat  with  generous  and  manly 
sensibilities.  As  Mr.  Clay  was  passing  towards  the 
door  to  leave  the  senate  chamber,  Mr.  Calhoun  met 
him — they  had  not  spoken  to  each  other  for  five 
years;  but  they  now  simultaneously  extended  their 
hands,  and  rushed  into  each  other's  arms;  neither 
spoke,  but  both  wept.  At  length  JNIr.  Clay  said,  on 
parting,  "give  my  best  regards  to  Mrs.  Calhoun." 
How  much  more  noble  was  this  reconciliation  and 
parting,  than  if  they  had  separated  looking  defiance 
at  each  other!  They  had  almost  spent  their  lives  to- 
gether in  congress,  and  at  various  times  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  animated  by  patriotism  and  emulous  only 
of  serving  the  country.  Time  had  passed  over  both, 
and  the  young  had  become  old.  One  was  about  to 
retire,  and  both  must  ere  long  "sleep  the  sleep  that 
hath  no  waking."  The  retirement  of  the  one  would 
leave  the  other  with  no  companion  or  rival  of  his 
younger  days,  and  it  told  him  emphatically  that  he 
loo  must  soon  follow.  Thoughts  like  these  soften 
the  heart  not  wholly  indurated,  and  cause  the  foun- 
tain of  generous  feeling  to  gush  forth — it  came,  and 
the  two  distinguished  rivals  and  antagonists  under  the 
influence  of  these  sympathies  were  drawn  together. 
Would  that  they  had  never  been  separated.  You 
will  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  that  Mr.  Clay  drew 
tears  from  Colonel  Benton  during  his  farewell  ad- 
dress; yet  I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  of  it." 

The  National  Intelligencer  gives  the  following  ac- 
count: 

"Yesterday,  in  conformity  to  his  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, some  lime  ago  transmitted  to  the  legislature  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Clay,  after  a  continuous  service  of 
nearly  thirty-six  years  in  the  public  councils,  laid 
down  his  senatorial  office  and  withdrew  from  that 
body  into  private  life.  Previously  to  retiring,  Mr. 
Clay  made  use  of  the  occasion  of  presenting  the  cre- 
dentials of  his  appointed  successor  to  address  lo  the 
senate  some  valedictory  remarks,  in  ivhich  he  touch- 
ed briefly  and  successively  on  the  high  constitutional 
attributes  and  character  of  the  senate,  on  his  long 
service  in  that  and  other  departments  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, on  the  state  of  public  alfairs,  with  some  refe- 
rences personal  to  himself.  This  address,  delivered 
with  unusual  earnestness  and  depth  of  intonation  was 
received  by  the  senate  and  an  immense  concourse  of 
of  auditors  with  deep  silence  and  the  most  profound 
attention.  As  it  was  an  event  and  a  moment  calcu- 
lated to  fill  the  veteran  statesman  wilh  emotion,  it 
was  one  which  imparted  a  sympathetic  interest  to 
the  public:  and,  in  the  expectation  and  hope  of  hear- 
ing again,  and  for  the  last  time,  the  manly  tones  of 
that  voice  which  had  so  often  thrilled  every  heart 
with  delight  and  admiration,  the  chamber  and  galle- 
ries of  the  senate  were  early  filled  with  an  eager  and 
anxious  auditory  of  both  sexes.  Seldom  have  the 
anticipations  of  any  assemblage  in  the  capitol  been 
more  richly  realized,  or  their  sensibilities  more  pro- 
foundly excited.  The  scene  was  indeed  most  im- 
pressive, and  will  never  he  forgotten  by  any  of  the 
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Mr.  Critlcnden  was  then  duly  qualified  and  took 
his  seal;  when  Mr.  Prestnnrose  and  said:  VVhal  had 
just  taken  place  was  an  epoch  in  Iheir  legislative  his- 
tory, and  from  the  feeling  which  was  evinced,  he 
plainly  saw  that  there  was  iiille  disposition  to  attend 
to  business.  He  would  therefore  move  that  the  se- 
nate adjourn;  which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

Atril  1.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

JVIr.  Smilk,  of  Indiana,  proceedings  of  a  convention 
of  delegates,  cunvened  at  Washington,  in  that  state, 
on  the  lith  of  last  month,  from  counties  directly  in- 
terested in  Ihe  completion  of  that  portion  of  the  Wa- 
bash canal  which  lies  between  Terre  Haute,  on  the 
Wabash  river,  and  Evansville,  on  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  the  state,  after  expending  large 
sums  of  money  on  her  public  works,  had  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  them,  at  least  for  the  present. — 
The  legislature,  at  the  late  session,  had  authorised 
companies  to  take  any  of  the  unfinished  works  upon 
advantageous  terms.  Under  this  law  the  convention 
anticipates  the  completion  of  that  portion  of  the 
works  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  he  hoped  that 
their  laudable  exertions  might  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. The  convention  had  memorialized  congress 
for  aid  in  the  matter  by  a  grant  or  subscription  of 
land  (the  latter  being  authorised  by  the  state  law)  to 
the  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  the  proceedings  and  memorial 
were  referred. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  the  memorial  St.c.  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  Vermont,  on  the  subject  of 
the  tariff,  and  the  necessity  ol  further  protection,  by 
discriminating  duties. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  a  gentleman  who  deals  largely 
with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  stating  that  in  the  bars 
of  silver  received,  there  is  a  considerablealloy  of  gold, 
and  that  the  expense  of  separating  it  averages  about 
two  per  cent,  at  the  United  Slates  mints;  and  says 
that  if  that  charge  were  removed  there  would  be 
large  importations  of  bullion. 

Mr.  Sintinons,  from  citizens  of  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island,  asking  a  revision  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Kerr,  from  citizens  of  Maryland,  asking  that 
the  duty  on  iron,  after  June  next,  may  he  restored  to 
what  it  was  in  1839. 

Mr.  Miinguin,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  board  to 
prepare  rules  and  laws  for  the  government  of  the  na- 
vy. Mr.  M.  said  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  acted 
on  at  once,  as  it  involved  no  expense  to  the  govern- 
ment. There  was,  it  was  true  a  large  book  of  rules, 
compiled  by  officers  of  the  highest  grade,  which  had 
given  satisfaction  to  themselves,  but  the  greatest  dis- 
satisfaction to  the  others.  The  present  bill  repre- 
sented five  grades,  thus  affording  all  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard.  The  bill  originally  framed  at  the 
department  gave  all  the  officers  ei^ht  dollars  a  day, 
which  the  committee  thought  was  a  species  of,  he 
would  not  say  peculation,  but  of  high  extravagance. 
The  committee  thought,  as  the  board  was  to  be  as- 
sembled for  their  benefit  and  that  of  the  navy,  that 
they  should  have  their  mileage  allowed  to  and. from 
the  city  of  Washington.  The  only  other  expense 
would  be  for  printing  the  rules  after  they  were  pre- 
pared, and  for  clerk  hire,  for  which  they  proposed  to 
allow  five  dollars  per  day. 

Mr.  ,8tlen  said  this  was  the  first  time  this  subject 
had  been  called  to  his  mind,  and  his  impressions  were 
against  the  measure.  He  tiiought  it  calculated  to  lead 
to  factions  among  the  officers.  Different  grades 
would  be  brought  together,  each  anxious  to  sustain 
its  own  peculiar  interest.  This  whole  subject  be- 
longed to  the  executive,  or  more  properly  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  who,  from  his  station,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  duty  than  any 
other  person  could  be.  He  would  therefore  move  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  concurred  entirely  with  the  senator 
from  Ohio.  From  what  experience  he  had  on  such 
matters,  he  would  undertake  to  say  that  it  would  be 
an  utter  failure.  Let  the  new  organization  be  made, 
and  the  secretary  first  draw  up  the  laws  himself.  It 
was  what  he  (Mr.  C.)  did  when  at  the  head  of  ano- 
ther department  of  the  government.  Arrange  the 
bureaus,  and  then  lay  the  matter  before  congress. 


thousand  individuals  who  witnessed  it.  At  one  mo- 
ment, when  the  orator  approached  the  theme  of  his 
gratitude  to  the  noble  state  which  had  so  long  honor- 
ed and  cherished  him,  when  his  utterance  was  chok- 
ed, and  his  voice  failed,  and  he  paused  to  wipe  the 
tears  from  his  eyes,  we  believe  there  were  few  other 
eyes  present  which  remained  dry.  We  refer  our 
readers  to  another  part  of  our  paper  for  a  report  of 
Mr.  Clay's  address.  They  may  there  read  what  he 
said,  but  the  feeling  with  which  it  was  uttered  and 
the  solemn  impress  of  the  scene  cannot  be  conveyed 
to  the  reader  by  any  report  of  it. 


Mr.  Jl/rmj-iim  contended  that  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment had  not  lime,  and,  if  he  had,  he  was  wholly 
incompetent.  Ho  meant  no  reflection;  hut  no  man 
not  ronver^ianl  with  such  affairs  could  he  supposed  to 
be  able  to  draught  notes  and  regulations  for  a  service 
the  details  of  which  he  could  not  be  supposed  lo  have 
a  proper  knowledge  of.  The  other  rules  had  been 
drawn  up,  he  had  before  stated,  by  the  higher  grade 
of  officers,  and  were  not  suited  to  the  more  subaltern 
grades. 

Mr.  Woodbury  said  the  laws  of  the  navy  which  had 
been  draughted  before  were  still  in  force,  and  that 
some  of  them  were  not  exactly  applicable  to  all  ca- 
ses, yet,  in  the  main,  were  very  proper.  The  whole 
might  be  revised,  and  what  was  objectionable  taken 
away,  and  what  was  required  could  be  added.  In 
1833  or  1834  the  rules  had  been  revised  and  amended 
by  the  oflicers  of  the  higher  grades,  it  was  true;  but 
then  it  was  from  their  own  experience  and  consulta- 
tion with  the  officers  of  lower  grades,  and  they  had 
sought  to  make  them  as  acceptable  as  possible,  con- 
sistent with  the  interests  of  the  navy.  These  rules 
had  been  matured  with  great  trouble  and  submitted 
to  congress,  but  had  never  yet  been  acted  on.  The 
idea  of  bringing  the  grades  together  to  establish  rules 
would  fail.  It  would  be  reversing  the  order  of  things. 
The  court  establishes  rules  for  the  bar,  and  not  the 
bar  for  the  court. 

Mr.  Cottoimsaid  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that 
he  ever  opposed  any  bill  emanating  from  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs,  as  it  was  a  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice in  which  he  feit  deeply  interested.  He  was  as 
confident,  however,  as  that  he  then  addressed  them, 
that  this  whole  matter  would  end  in  expense  and 
trouble,  and  at  last  be  a  total  failure.  This  business 
should  emanate  from  the  head  of  the  department, 
who,  man  of  mind  as  he  was,  could  find  ample  time 
to  draw  up  his  rules  and  arrangements.  They  all 
knew  that  Bonaparte  found  time,  in  the  bustle  and 
turmoil  of  battle,  to  organize  and  arrange  matters, 
and  certainly  it  might  be  done  now,  when  there  was 
nothing  serious  to  distract  attention.  The  secretary 
should  retain  this  whole  matter  in  his  own  hands. 

Mr.  C.  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ^Uen  moved  to  take  up  a  resolution  submitted 
by  him  some  time  since  asking  for  the  opinion  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  whether  the  revenue  would 
be  sufficient  for  the  administration  of  the  government 
without  the  proceeds  from  the  public  lands,  &c.  &c., 
to  which  an  amendment  had  been  proposed  by  Mr. 
Rives. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  this  motion, 
there  appeared  for  it  17,  against  it  18. 

Mr.  Kerr  called  up  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
yesterday  calling  for  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
inquiry  held  upon  Col.  De  Russey,  in  relation  to  con- 
tracts made  fitr  the  delivering  of  the  stone'at  the  Rip 
Raps.  Mr.  King  suggested  that  the  complaint  in  re- 
lation to  Col.  Ue  Russy  should  be  sent  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  A'err  said  it  was  im- 
possible to  obtain  the  proceedings.  He  had  used 
every  endeavor  to  do  so  before  making  the  present 
call,  but  without  efiect.  With  all  due  deference  to 
the  senator  he  did  not  think  the  pjesident  of  the  U. 
States  the  proper  officer  to  apply  to.  That  high  func- 
tionary was  represented  by  the  secretary  of  war,  to 
whom  application  had  been  made,  and  who  would 
cheerfully  have  furnished  it  but  for  the  rule  he  had 
alluded  to.  There  was  no  other  way  in  which  the 
citizens  could  obtain  the  redress  they  desired.  As 
their  representative  he  had  sought  the  information  at 
the  proper  place,  and  was  not  disposed  to  kneel 
down  to  the  presielent,  and  ask  that  he  would  permit 
the  secretary  to  be  allowed  to  furnish  what  these  ci- 
tizens had  the  right  to  demand  through  their  repre- 
sentative. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  senate  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein  the  doors  were  again 
opened.  [In  this  session  the  nomination  of  J.  W. 
McCulloh,  esq.  of  Baltimore,  as  first  comptroller  of 
the  treasury,  was  concurred  in  by  a  large  vote]. 

The  loan  bill  was  received  from  the  house, 
read  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  a  resolution,  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  for  all  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  navy  department  and  the  exploring  expe- 
dition. And  then  the  senate  adjourned  over  to  Mon- 
day. 

April  4.  Various  memorials  were  presented 
praying  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 
country,  exaction  of  duties  on  goods  sold  on  foreign 
account  &c. 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  report- 
ed the  bill  from  the  house  to  extend  the  time  of  the 
loan  of  the  late  session,  and  to  add  five  millions  there- 


!u'  ,  ^J":/"'  ?'''  "^"'  ^^  ""'""'''  "°'  ""o^e  to  take  up 
Ihe  bill  then,  butgave  notice  thathe  should  call  it  up 
to-morrow.  ^ 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and,  after  sitting  until  a  late 
hour,  adjourned. 

April  5.  Mr.  Moreluad  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  Kentucky  in  relation  to  Ihe  culiHre 
of  hemp,  and  asking  to  have  an  agency  established 
in  that  state  for  the  inspection  of  American  water 
rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  Berrien  presented  a  communication  from  the 
executive  of  Georgia  in  relation  to  the  exposed  con- 
dition of  that  frontier. 

RJr.  Preston  from  the  military  committee  reported 
a  bill  to  raise  two  new  regiments,  one  artillery 
one  of  infantry,  and  also  companies  of  horse  artillery! 

Mr.  Mnngum  from  the  naval  committee  reported  a 
bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  build 
certain  war  steamers. 

Mr.  Morehead  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
14th  and  19th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit 
Creek  made  in  1830  with  the  Choctaws.  Made  the 
special  order  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Mien  moved  to  consider  a  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  17th  ult.  calling  upon  the  secretarv  of 
the  treasury  to  inform  the  senate  whether  the  "go- 
vernment can  in  his  opinion  be  carried  on  without 
a  repeal  of  the  distribution  act,  or  an  increase  of 
tariff,  or  imposition  of  direct  taxes,  or  borrowing 
in  form  of  loan  or  treasury  notes,  and  if  not,  which 

of  these  alternatives  will  be  the  most  economical 

taxes,  loan  or  recall  of  that  revenue.  Mr.  Rives  oa 
the  21st  had  moved  the  following  as  an  amendment 
to  it.  "Strike  out  after  the  word  resolved,  and  in- 
sert the  following:  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  report  to  the  senate,  by  what  means 
adequate  provision  can  best  be  made  for  meeting  the 
necessary  expenditures  of  the  government,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country;  submitting  his  plans 
therefor  in  detail,  with  estimates  of  the  probable  pro- 
duct of  each  source  of  supply  proposed;  and,  also,  to 
what  extent  retrenchments  in  the  various  branches 
of  the  public  expenditure  are  likely  to  arise  from  the 
cessation  or  diminution  of  charges  on  the  treasury 
now  existing,  or  may  be  further  effected,  by  a  wise 
economy,  adapted  alike  lo  the  wants  and  resources 
of  the  government." 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  were  as 
follows: 

YE  '\S— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batps.  Bayard  Ber- 
ren,  Clmate,  Clayion,  Cuthbert.  Evans.  Graham  Hunt- 
iii^tun,  Maimuni.  Merrick,  Mdler,  Morehead,  Phelps 
Porter,  Preriiis.s.  Presioii.  Rives,  Simmons,  Smiih,  of  Iiid' 
SoMihonl,  THJImadge.  While— 25. 

NAYS— M.'ssrs.  Allen.  Baoby.  Buchanan,  Calhoun 
Fultun,  Kina,  Linn,  McRoberls,  Sevier,  Smiih.  of  Conn 
Snirgeou,  Tiippan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wilcox,  Wood- 
burv,  Wri  di'.  Younff — 18. 

And  then  the  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  loan  bill;  when  Mr. 
Evans  rose  and  expressed  at  great  length  the  object 
of  the  bill,  and  Ihe  necessity  that  existed  for  some 
prompt  and  speedy  action. 

Mr.  IVriglit  rose  to  reply;  and  had  spoken  some 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when  he  gave  way,  a^-ainst 
his  own  inclination,  to  a  suggestion  to  adjourn,  the 
hour  being  late.     And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  6.  Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
of  inquiry  on  the  case  of  Colonel  De  Russy  were  laid 
before  the  senate;  also,  a  memorial  for  protection  of 
iron  interest,  others  from  brush  makers;  against  an- 
nexation of  Texas;  resdlutions  of  Kentucky  legisla- 
ture asking  their  representatives  to  procure  a  law 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  great  western 
waters;  also  resolutions  of  same  state  in  favor  of  so 
amending  the  constitution  as  to  prohibit  an  election 
of  president  for  two  consecutive  terms,  and  when 
his  chair  is  vacated  that  the  vice  president  shall  be  in- 
eligible for  the  next  term,  to  restrict  the  appointment 
of  members  of  congress,  and  modification  of  veto 
power,  &c.  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  resolutions 
of  Maine  legislature  on  the  exposed  condition  of  its 
frontier,  and  for  repeal  of  the  distribution  law.  Mr. 
Merrick  presented  a  petition  from  jewelers  of  Balti- 
more in  favor  of  low  duties  on  jewelry  in  order  to 
prevent  their  business  being  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
smugglers. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a  memorial  of  the  impor- 
ters and  dealers  in  foreign  goods  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  praying  that  congress  will  impose  such  a  tariff 
of  duties  on  imports  as  will  sustain  and  encourage  our 
home  products  and  industry,  and  as  the  only  means 
of  adequately  regulating  the  business  and  currency  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  T.  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  be  the 
organ  for  presenting  this  memorial.  It  in  some  sort 
formed  a  now  era  in  the  history  of  the  political  eco- 
nomy of  the  country.  It  shows  therevolulion  which 
is  going  on  in  the  public  mind  m  regard  to  the  pro- 
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domestic  industry.     By   uomestK-  in 


the  branch  mi:Hs.     The  bill  was  read  twice  by  its  ti- 


:;:;s;;;'h;d>d   ;;t"me;n-^:manufect„res   of  the    tie,  and,  with  the  accompanyi^  report,  was  referred 
conntr'y  exclusively,   but  every  kind   of  labor,   and    to 
every    branch    of  industry.     This    memorial    com 
from  those,  many  of  whom,  perhaps  most  ol  who. 


;YrV";.'cTusiv'ely7but  every  kind   of  labor,   and  ,  to  the   committee^  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
ntry  exclusively,^     ■  ^t  ^^    „„,„„r-,^l    r-nmes    union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

nm   i      The  house  then  resumed,  in  committee,  the  consi- 
those,  many  o.-^  iToleT^T^ZTc^.l-e^^rTs: '  delation  of  the  loan  bill.     Mr.  FiU.nor.^s  amendment, 
have  h"f  »f»;«  been  °ppo  ed  to  a  Protect  ,    ^^^^^^^^^        ^^^    ^^^.^^^  ^^^^^.^^  moved  last  evening 

and    in    favor   ol  what  nas  oeeu  so   iii.>|jmj  r„(,^,„M    nf  Marvland     were   the   questions 

free  trade-that  is,  a  trade  free  from  any  sort  of  reel-   ty^Mr^^"'™»«;  of  ^^^'^'j^^'^'^'JJ ^^,^,,^\„i  184 

P''^7'^'  ■  V=R   constitute  nearly   all  of  the    members  answered  to  their  names.     The  call  being 

These    memorialist   constitute  n^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  responded,  when  the   call 

principal  dealers  in  fo^e^S"  S^od,  in  the  c  ty  o^^^  ^^_  ^  ^^^^  ,^.  ;,ded.  Mr.  Carulkers,  of  Tennessee,  made 
York.     Mr    r.  said  he  ^''"W    m  no       y  K^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  withdraw  the  previous 

in"Lt^tt'hchalomped  the  memorial  from  quesiron  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr  Fillmore  Mr 
hf  h^hK  rcsDertabirc3n"ittce  by  whom  it  was  Joft,iso,i  declined,  and  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
the   h'ghb  respectable  comnuuce     y  fol- j  fi/;„i«-e  as  a  substitute   for  the   4th  section  was  re- 

trans.nitted  to  him.     Mr.  1 .  ri,au  uie   jei  !  i„,„^  hv  ov„=  07    noes  P<).     The  veas  and  nays  were 

lows: 
'Thi 


Sec.  2.  .Ind  be  it  further  ennded,  That  so  much  of 
said  loan  ns  miv  be'obtained  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  shall  be  made  reimbursable,  and  shall  be  agreed 
upon  and  determined  at  the  time  of  issuiug  said  stock, 
either  at  the  will  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  af- 
ter six  months'  notice,  or  at  any  time  not  exceeding 
twenty  years  from  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

Sec.  3.  Aid  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  certificate 
hereafter  to  be  issued  for  said  loan  may,  when  requir- 
ed, be  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  so  that  the  stock  may  be 
transferable  by  delivery  of  the  certificate,  instead  of 
being  assignable  on  the  books  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  4.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  proviso 
to  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  is  hereby  repeal- 
ed; and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  cause  the  stock,  hereafter  to  be  issued,  to 
hich  he  can  ob- 


ijected  byayes97,  noes99.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  i ^^ 

nndersiffned     a  committee    of    merchants,    then  called  upon  the  second  section  which  makes  the  L^  ^i^^^j  „f  at  Ihe  highest  price  ■ 
v,.v.  the  honor  to  transmit  to  vou,  as  our  represen- 1  stock  reimburseable  after  six   months  notice  at  any  L^^^  for  the  same,  on   its  bemg  advertised  a  reasona- 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  loyou,  _d  ^    .__■  L.  ...    !  .: •  exceeding  20  years  from  the  first  of  January  L,    fime  for  proposals;  but  no  stock  whatever  shall 


tative 


ar,  except  upon,  and  in  pursuance  of. 


in   the  Senate  of  the   United    Slates,  the  ac-  i  tune  n„. ,  --  ^  ...  a 

romn.n v^n^  Lmorial  from  Hhe  importers  and  deal-    next.     This  amendment  was  agreed  to   by  yeas  and  ,  ^^  ^^jj  ^dow  pa ,  -.  --,  .  ^ 

e^in  foreign -00^1.   the  city  of  nIw  York,'  with  a    nays,  103  to  90.     The  next  amendment  was  .that  of,  ;;;„  advertisement  and  by  virtue  thereof. 

req  IS    thary-ou  will  present  the   same  to  the   consi-    Mr.  £r.re//,  that  ''-bonds  should   run    or  20  ye^^^^^^^        g^^   _^  _^,^,  ,^  U  furOur  enacted.  That  the  moneys 

deration  of  the  Senate.  Agreed  to  without  a  division.      1  he   other  amena   ]  ^,^,^1       f^o.^  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 

-'We  beg  leave  to  state  that  this  memorial  is  sign-    nienls,  without  opposition,  were  also  agreed  to.  |  ^.^.^^'^^^^  b^  imported  into  the  United  Slates,  or  so 

ed  bv  nearly  all  the  principal  dealers  in  dry  goods,  [  The  question  returned  upon  the  engrossment  of  the  ,  ^^^^^^,1^  thereof  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  payment,  from 
hardware,  and  crockery  in  our  city,  without  regard  bill.  And  by  yeas  103  to  nays  87  the  bill  was  order- 1  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  of  the  interest,  and  to  the  ultimate  re- 
to  ordinary  political  distinctions,  but  as  expressing  gj  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  Mr.  ffm.  C.  |  ^gmption  of  the  principal  of  said  stock,  be,  and  the 
our  opinions  as  American  merchants  and  citizens;  johmon  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Ljjj_ii.  ^^^  ^g^^^y,  pledged  for  the  payment  and  re- 
and  we  earnestly  urge  upon   you  that  the  paralysis    committee  on  ways  and  means  with  certain  instruc-    j^.^  ,  -    -  ■    ■  -      •     ■      ■         ■     -j- 

which'  has  seized  upon  all  branches  of  industry,  ,io,is  but  after  some  debate  withdrew  his  motion  and 
crushin- the  credit  of  institutions  as  well  as  indivi- ,  ,„oved  lo  reconsider  the  vole  by  which  the  amend- 
duals  renders  prompt  and  energetic  action  by  con-  ^gnt  ofl"ered  by  Mr.  Fillmore  had  been  rejected, 
gress 'imperative."  1  The  vote   for  engrossment   for  a  third  reading  was 

Mr  T  said  he  fully  agreed  wilh  the  memorialists  then  reconsidered  by  yeas  102  to  nays  79.  Mv.  Moore, 
that  without  such  a  tarift"  as  thev  prayed  for,  there  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  reconsider  Jlr.  Fi«more's 
could  be  no  adequate  regulation"of  the  currency  of  proposed  amendment,  which  was  as  follows,  viz: 
the  country.  No  system,  said  he,  which  congress  can  "Strike  out  all  after  the  word 'Ihat,' in  the  first 
adopt  whether  it  be  a  national  bank  or  a  national  )ine,  and  insert  'the  proviso  to  the  second  section  of 
exchequer  can,  of  itself,  give  a  uniform  currency  or  the  said  act  is  hereby  repealed;  and  the  secretary  of 
regulate  the  exchanges  of  the  country.  We  must  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  the  stock 
first  have  such  a  tariff  on  imports  as  will  give  ample  hereafter  to  be  issued  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  highest 
revenue  for  the  economical  Avants  of  the  govern-  p^ice  which  he  can  obtain  for  the  same,  on  its  being 
ment  and  by  proper  discriminations  give  adequate  advertised  a  reasonable  time  for  proposals;  but  no 
protection'  to  the  labor  of  the  country.  This  being  ^tock  whatever  shall  be  sold  below  par,  except  upon 
done  Mr.  T.  believed  the  exchequer  plan  now  be-  ^„^  ,„  pursuance  of  a  specific  advertisement  and  by 
fore  the  senate  would  answer  the  purposes  for  which    virtue  thereof.' " 

it  was  intended.  And  that  wilh  these  two  measures,  j  And  by  yeas  101  nays  90  the  vote  to  reject 
wilh  such  other  legislation  as  is  expected  from  con-  n  was  reconsidered.  And  the  vote  was  then  taken 
gress  public  confidence  would  be  once  more  restor-  to  adopt  it,  and  by  veas  99,  nays  97,  the  amendment 
Id  and  the  country  would  again  be  on  the  high  road  was  agreed  to.  And  then  the  main  question  on  the 
to'prosperity  In  what  he  had  remarked,  Mr.  T.  passage  of  the  bill  was  taken  and  decided  as  follows: 
said  he  did  not  enter  into  the  question  whether  a  na-  y  KAc-Mrssrs.  Adams,  .A.(l.-ii,  L;nidaffW.  Anirews, 
tion^l  bank,  in  connection  with  such  a  tarifi-  as  this  S.  J.  Andrews  Aniokl,  Aycrige.  Baker  B.rnaid  Uar- 
memorial  a.ked  for,  would  not  best  subserve  the  ,o„,  Bmlseje  l^^"'-  B""'^^  ■  ".  fc  f;"t^  ,t,„''.l''-'^j 
great  inlercsts  of  the  country;  but,  as  a  practical  way,  B^''  r,  •  •  B"  ".  VV  Ihan  Bu  le  "j^  ''^-  ;  ^ 
^an,  a  national  bank  being  out  of  tlie   question,  he    C-npbel^^C  d,  s  C^  ue     e„^,  O  ChrL^Jn^ 


meant  to  say,  he  believed  that  such  a  tarilf;  with 'the  C--^  ,^^^';it|^:^,S^'i^:::f:„;^„^'¥^;n;,f^;<rc^;::^;  i^nl 
exchequerplanbeforethesenale,  would  give  there-  ^_^^>j;^  ^,  q  ^^.|_.^  G,;,„^,h.  Grr,-„,  llahtrslmm,  llnil, 
lief  so  universally  desired.  .  ,  I  Wilhani  S.  lU-iiii;:*.  Hci.r,',  Hopkns,  Hov.ard.  Hudson, 

Mr  T  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  referred  .j,,^j,pi|  r.  [,,,.,.rs'.ll.  James  Inin,  VVilliain  W  Irwin, 
to  the  committee  on  manufuclures,  and  that  it  be  ;  j,,n,es,  w.  C  J  .hn=oi,  I-n  i<-  D  J.  :es.  J.  P.  Kennedy, 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate.  I  Lane.  Liwr.'nc,..  M^illorv,  S,  :\lMsn!,,  M^rh.oi.  M 

'^    ■  -  •   ■       -  /■-... fo  and  bills  from  com-    Max.vt   , 

e.  Pi 
iR;;nda!l, 


After  receiving  a  few  reports  and  bills  from  com-;  Max. veil,   Maynard,  M  .ore    Mor -an,  ■'^I'iitow,  Oi 
Alter  receiving  a  le    ^    p    ^^^^   ^^^^^  ^.^^  ^^^   Mr.    O.l.orne.  Panncnter,   Pendleion,  P„pe,  Powell,  Pr 


mittees,  the  senate  look  up  ■     .   .    r       '  n„„;  ,„, 

Weight  concluded  his  remarks  chiefly  against  its  fea-|  lienj  m. 
turcs  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Emm.  "^'•J\'    ■, 

Mr.  iriWfcer  then  addressed  the  senate  and  moved;  [^'^'" 
an  amendment  so  as  to  pledge  the  public  lands  for  | -j^ "f  , ,  ,  , > 
the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pub-   |j,|„|,.,si,  ' 
lie  debt. I  RtMis,-elar 


Raiida 


.  Rn, 


R 

Ki.-.-pli,  .lamt-s  M.  Riis^fll,  Sal- 

.  ,      :■  .in.SI.dr.  TrunKinSniiili.  Sol- 

■/  ',r  n.  n.8,u:iri.Smniuei-s 

.1   I,::  l:    ;  .  ,o,;--o:,,  R.  \V.  Thompson,  Til- 

PoliMh!,   'I'onilinsoii,  TiiplHit,  Tri:inbiiil,  V.:n 

VVainn,  VV;i«!:in  ton,  E.  D.  White,  Tii- s 


Mr. 


SmiCi,  of  Indiana,  replied  to  him  and  address-    \v.  Williams,  Chrisioiiher  H. Williams,  Wmthorp,  Wis. 


ed  the  senate  at  length  .  .         ,  „ 

Mr.  .illen  replied  to  him  at  some  length  and  Mr. 
Bfi-rieii,  of  Geo.  moved  the  senate  proceed  to  e.xecu- 
live  business;  and  after  some  time  passed  therein,  the 
senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuuRSD.iv,  March  31.  Mr.  Sultonstall,  on  leave 
given  reported  from  the  committee  on  manufactures 
a  bill'of  the  following  title:  "a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  'an  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  July  1832,  and  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports,'  approved  March  2d,  1833."  Which  said 
bill  was  accompanied  by  a  report.  The  bill  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S.  was  com 
milted,  with  the  accompanying  report,  to  the  com- 
miltee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sul- 
tonstall, 5,000  extra  copies  of  the  bill,  report,  and  ac- 
companying documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  Habersham  gave  notice  that  a  minority  of  the 
cominitteo  on  manufactures  proposed  lo  submit 
counter  report  as  soon  as  possible.  On  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  .iaron  V.  liroxen,  it  was  ordered  that 
Ihn  counter  report  (when  made)  should  take  the  same 
Jirection  in  all  respects  as  the  report  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  GiYcii,  by  general  consent,  leporled  from  the 
committee  on    public  expenditures  a  bill  to  abolish 


York,  A.  Y'>unfi— 105. 

N  AYS— .\le.-.srs.  Aningion,  .Aihenon,  Bcesnn,  Blncl<. 
Boyu,  Brews'er,  A.  V.  Brown,  Milion  Brown,  C.  Brown, 
Bmke.  Wm.  O.  Builer.  G.  W.  G.illwell,  P.  G  Ciild- 
»ell,  Win.  B.  C-inipliell,  C..niilifi-.sCarv,  Cn«ey,  Chap 
man,  CliffMd.  Clii.lo:i,  Coirs.  Colquiil,  MaiU  A.  Coopt-r, 
Cross,  DinitI,  Dawson,  Doil'.  E.si,,aii,  John  C.  Ed- 
wards EvertU,  Ferris,  ForiKiiicf,  Gnmrin.  W.O.  Goodc, 
Gordon,  Gri.ham.  G  viii,  Hnrns,  John  HasiiiiL's,  Havs, 
Hohoes,  Houck,  Hiihanl,  Hmiier.  C.  J.  Inu'crsoll,  Ji,.'k, 
Cave  Johns. :i,  Keiui,.  Aniliow  Keiitiedv,  Li-"!',  Lii- 
il,.field,  A.  McClellan.  R.  McClellan,  McKav,  McKenn, 
.Vlnichiind.  Mailiews,  Miller  Newhard  Owslev.  Pickens, 
Read.  Rediim.  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheit,  Ri<.''5.  Ro- 
'n-is.  Roo.scvelt,  Siinford,  Siiundeis,  Shiehls,  Williain 
Soiiih,  Snyder,  SpriL'g.  Siecnrod,  J.  T.  Soiarl,  Sointi  r, 
Jacob  Thompsor,,  Tiirnev.  Under  vood.  Ward.  WVIIci-, 
Wrs'hrook,  Joseph  L.  While,  James  W.  Williams, 
Wood— 86 

So  the  bill  was  passed  in  the  following  form: 
A  BILL  for  the  extension  of  the  loan  of  eighteen 

hundred  and  forty-one,  and  for  an  addition  of  five 

millions  dollars  thereto. 

Be  it  enacted,  S,-c.  That  the  time  limited  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act  of  congress,  entitled  "an  act  autho- 
rising a  loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve  millions 
of  dollars,"  approved  .Inly  twenty-first,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-one,  for  oblaining  said  loan,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  ii  hereby,  extended  for  one  year  from 
the  passage  of  this  act. 


and  by  virtue  of  this  act  and  the  said  ad  of  July  21, 
JS41,  hereby  amended,  and  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  said,  and  redeem 
the  same  when  due,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  that 
object,  to  be  first  applied  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  such  payments  and  redemption. 

Sec.  6.  .^iiii  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  report  to 
congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
the  amount  of  money  borrowed  under  this  act  and 
the  act  hereby  amended,  and  of  whom  and  upon  what 
terms  it  shall  have  been  obtained,  with  an  abstract 
or  brief  statement  of  all  the  proposals  submitted  for 
the  same,  distinguishing  between  those  accepted  and 
Miose  rejected;  and  a  detailed  statement  of  the  ex- 
pense of  making  such  loans. 

Sec.  7.  .iiiii  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  act,  not  hereby  modified  or  chang- 
ed, shall  be  and  remain  in  force,  and  apply  lo  this 

Sec.  8.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  is  hereby  authorised  to  borrow 
an  additional  sum,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  it',  in  his  opinion,  the  exigencies 
of  the  government  may  require-the  same;  which  ad- 
ditional loan  shall  be  made  within  the  time  and  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  as  modified  by 
this. 

Sec.  9.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  treasury- 
notes  heretofore  issued  under  the  act  entitled  "an  act 
to  authorise  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,"  approved 
the  twelfth  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirtv-seven,  and  the  acts  subsequent  thereto,  and  now 
outsiaiiding  and  unredeemed,  or  which  may  hereaf- 
ter be  issued  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  same,  shall, 
if  due  and  unpaid  before  the  fifth  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  bear  interest  at  the' 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  that  day;  and 
when  they  may  become  due  hereafter,  or  may  have 
beco.ne  due  since  the  said  fifth  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-two,  shall  bear  interest  from  the 
day  of  their  becoming  due,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum,  until  they' shall  be  respectively  redeemed: 
Provided,  That  such" interest  shall  cease  at  the  expi- 
ration of  sixty-days'  notice,  to  be  given  at  any  time 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  one  or  more  of 
the  principal  papers  published  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, of  a  readiness  to  redeem  the  same.  And  the 
said  interest  shall  be  payable  semi-annually  at  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  days  of  Ja- 
nuary and  July  in  every  year. 

The  title  of  the  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Fillmore 
moved  an  amendment  thereto,  the  precise  words  of 
which  could  not  be  ascertained  from  the  journal. 
Mr.  ir.  B.  Cainjibell  movcA  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  as  lo  make  the  title  read,  "to  authorise  the  hawk- 
ing and  peddling  of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States." 
Mr.  ir.  C.~Ar)/iii,ioii  moved  the  previous  question.  And 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  (as  proposed  by 
Mr.  Camjibell)  was  rejected.  And  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Fillmore  was  agreed  to.  And,  thus  amended, 
the  lille  of  the  bill  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  WriioW  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had 
been  passed,  and  demanded  the  previous  question. 
And  the  main  question  (being on  the  reconsideration) 
was  ordered,  and  being  taken,  the  vote  was  not  re- 
considered. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
message:  '   '  " ' 
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gton,  March  30,  1842. 
To  the  hou^F.  of  rrpresf-nlnHvex  of  the  Umtcd  Stales: 

I  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  two  ex- 
trarts  from  a  note  of  tlie  charge  d'affaires  of  the  re- 
public of  Texas,  accredited  to  this  government,  to  the 
department  of  slate;  one  sugcjestino;  in  behalf  of  his 
government  snrh  modifications  of  "the  existing  laws 
of  the  Uniled  Slates  as  will  impart  greater  facility  to 
tlie  trade  between  the  two  countries,  particularly  to 
that  which  passes  across  their  frontier;  and  theothei 


Mr.  Black  asked  leave  to  offer  tbi 
lution,  which  was  read: 


folio 


wing  reso-  !  services  the  extra  allowances  have  been  i 


nde:  fifth. 


Rfso/i-fi;,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  by!  ga-red    in    the    civil    service    r,f,^"-!i'    "  !"   ''"''=''""; 
e  speaker  to  take  into  consideration  the  insuffirien-    L^ln"  .-1  J^llJ^Vlt."!  ""=  'i.epartmenl,_  and 


the  speaker  to  take  into  consideration  the  insuffirien" 
cy  of  protection  afforded  to  the  people  of  the  state  of 
Georgia  and  their  properly  by  the  United  Slates 
troops  stationed  upon  the  line  dividing  said  state  from 
the  territory  of  Florida;  also  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  outrages  said  to  have  been  committed  by  said 
troops  on  the  persons  and  property  of  the  people  of 


expressing  a  desire  for  some  regulation  on   the  part    said  state,  and  to  report  the  same  to  th 


of  this  government  by  means  of  which  the  communi- 
cation by  post  between  the  United  States  and  Texas 
niay  be  improved. 

As  the  wishes  of  the  Texian  government  in  relation 
to  those  subjects  can  only  be  gratified  by  means  of 
laws  to  be  passed  by  congress,  they  are  accordingly 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  two  houses. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

The  message  and  the  extracts  of  the  note  having 
been  read  and  disposed  of   The  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  .April  1.     Mr.  Itooserelt,   from  the  com- 
millee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  define  and 
stom 


said  committee  are  instructed  to  mqu 
pediency  and  propriety  of  autbori  " 


into  the 
the  governor 


compensation  of  every  description  allowed  each  of 
them. 


The  resolution  was  adopted.  After  which  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr  W'-«e  the  house  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr 
Thompson,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair.)  And  on  mcition 
of  Mr.  Wise,  the  committee  took  up  the  bill  fnm  the 
senate  appropriating  §950,000  for  the  construction  of 
an  iron  war  steamer  for  coast  defence,  the  builder  to 

■c.i       :,       rr^'       •' .       '", ■.=   — - '-■"^'■■"'  1  °*  ^°'''- ^'^-  ^'^^'^"5  of  N.  Y.  and  the  steamer  to  be 

of  the  state  of  Georgia  to  employ  such  a  militia  force  bomb  and  shell  proof.  Mr.  Wise  remarked  that  the 
as  will  be  sufticieiit  to  protect  the  people  of  Georgia  bill  bad  passed  the  senate  by  an  unanimou  vote  Tht 
resident  near  the  Florida  line  from  Indianincursion,  bill  had  been  well  considered  and  di^^ested  in  both 
and  to  authorise  said  services  to  be  paid  for  out  of  honses-the  committee  on  naval  affair's  of  the  hoiise 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriat-  having  reported  a  bill  precisely  similar.  He  asked 
ed:  and  to  report  as  early  as  practicable  by  bill  or  that  the  question  might  be  taken,  and  that  the  com- 
oinerwise.  ,    ,    .,  .,  n>i«ee  should  at  once  resume  the  consideration  of  the 

Objection  being  made  to  its  present  consideration    general  appropriation  bill 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole        No  amendment  having  been    offered,  the  bill   was 
on    he  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,    laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  house 


limit  the  compensation'  of"  custom  house  officers.—   ["tlie  chair,)  and  resumed   the  consideration  of  the  '      .Mr.  FiUinore  theh  called  for  action  uoon  the  e-cner- 
The  bill   having  been   read  twice,  Mr.  Koosct£((  ob- [  °.'"  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diploma- ,  al  appropriation  bill. 

There  was  no  opposition,  and  the  committee  began 
where  the  debate  left  off  yesterday,  the  pending  item 
being  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  the  Georgia  judges. 
The  house  went  on  in  the  debate  until  half  pasl  2, 
and  found  itself  without  a  quorum.  The  next  hour 
was  devoted  to  a  call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Jindrnos  moved  a  call  of  the  house;  117  an- 
swered and  absentees  being  called,  132  appeared  to 
be  present.     The  doors  being  closed  136  were  pres- 


served  that  its  object  was  to  correct  a  judicial  inter-    ''"  o^penses  of  government  for  the  year  1842- 
pretation  of  the  existing   laws,  under  wbirh   an  of-        After  progress  therein  the  committee  became  wilh- 
ficer  whose  annual  compensation  might  be  limited  to  |?"'  ^  quorum  and  thereupon  rose  and  the  house  ad- 
five  thousand  dollars  would,  if  removed  ten  days  after  journed. 

the  commencement  of  the  year,  retain  the  whole  sa-  I  Wedxesdat,  April  6.  Mr.  Black  asked  leave  at 
lary  of  the  year,  if,  in  that  short  interval,  he  had  been  this  time,  to  offer  the  same  resolution  which  'he 
so  fortunate  as  to  receive  fees  to  that  amount.  The  ,  had  unsuccessfully  endeavored  to  present  yesterday, 
same  dillicully  also  applied  to  causes  of  death  or  re-  and  to  have  certain  testimony  in  relation  thereto 
signalion.     As  the  evil,  he  said,  was  manifest  and   read: 

pressing,  he  \vould  suggest  the  expediency  of  order- 1      Objection  being  made,  he  moved   a  suspension  of '  ^"'-     The  sergeant  at  arms  tiren  brought  up  26  niera 
ing  the  bill  immediately  to  its  third  reading.  !  tlie  rules,  in  order  to  consider  it,  and  the  motion  was   ^'^^^  under  process;  a  few  gave  valid  excuses  for  ab 


sence. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
sent  on  the  call  of  tli.e  house: 

Messrs.  Arrington.  Babcock,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bid- 


nbers  ab- 


Mr.  Winlh-^rp  said  that  the  bill  had  been  reported  '  negatived 
under  a  resolution  offered  by  himself;  that  it  was  de-  !      ^^'^-  ^Van-en  asked  leave   to  offer  the  following  re- 
signed to  put  a  stop  to  a  very  gross  abuse,  of  wliiob.   solution,  which  was  read  for  information: 

he  might  nifer  many  illustrations;  but  that  he  would!      Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  .  ,   -    , , 

content  himself  with  uniting  with  his  friend  from  ,'" ''*'P°'""o 'he  house  of  representatives  all  the  cor- ^'a<=.'«^  Black,  Blair,  Botts,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster, 
New  York,  of  opposite  politics,  {Mr.  Roosevelt),  in  respondence  between  the  governor  of  Georgia  and '^^'''SS*^'  Brockway,  A.  V.  Brown,  J.  BVown,  Burke, 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  house  would  act  upon  ]^^  (lepartment  of  war  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  '  Burnell,  Wm.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  J. 
it  without  further  debate  or  delay.  I '"  relation  to  Indian  depredations  in    Georgia,  near    Campbell,  Gary,  Chittenden,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Clin- 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  ; '^'^  Florida  line;  and  also  the  complaints  niade,  and  '<"'.'  Cowen,  Cravens,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence.  i  evidence  submitted,  of  depredations  on  the  citizens  of  Doig,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles   A.Floyd,  Fornance, 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Lcry,  of  Florida,  presented  Georgia  and  their  property  by  the  United  States  A.  L.  Foster,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates, 
certain  communications  from  the  governor  of  Florida  '"""OP^; '^"•J  "'hal  course  has  been  adopted  (if  any)  to  Gentry,  Gerry,  P.  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Gustine, 
in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  that  territory,  and  in  con-  Prevent  in  future  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  theci-i  Habersham,*  Hall,  Harris,  William  S.  Hastings,  J. 
nexion   Ihercwitli,  ofl'ered  the  following  resolution,  i ''^^"*  by  the  United  States  troops.  |. Hastings,  Hays,   Henry,  Holmes,  Houston,  Hubard, 

which  was  adoptedj  And  that  the  letter  of  the   governor  of  Georgia,  !  Hunter,  James  Irvin,  James,  Cave  John.son,  John  W. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  I  '*!'"'  '■^^  accompanying  docume'nts,  asking  the  Geor- '  J'^nes,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  J.  P.  Kennedy,*  King, 
instructed  to  report  to  this  house  such  measures  as -S'^ '^"'egation  to  have  an  appropriation  made  for  the  Lawrence,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  McKay,  Mc- 
may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  protection  of  payment  of  the  troops  ordered  out  by  the  governor,  :  Keoii,  Mallory,  Alfred  Marshall  Maynard,  Medill, 
the  people  of  FloVida  against  Indian  aggressions,  and  '  "^'"'  ^^^  Florida  line,  in  Georgia,  to  protect  the  citi- ,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Morris,  Oliver,  Patridge,  Pick- 
for  the  more  speedy  termination  of  the  Seminole  hos- i^ens  against  Indian  incursions,  be  referred  to  the  i  f^"^-  Plumer,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Reding, 
tilities  in  said  territory.  I  committee  on  military  affiurs,  with  instructions  to  ex-    Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rogers,  William  Russell,  Saun- 

After  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and  the  i  ^"''"e '"'o 'he  expediency  of  making  the  appropria- 1  <^'""^'  Shaw,  Shields,  Sim(jnton,  Slade,  Sellers,  A. 
presentation   of  many  memorials,  among  them,  one  !  ''""^  asked,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  |  H.  H.  Stuart,  Sumter,  Tomlinson,  Turney,  Van  Bu- 

for  a  civil  instead  of  military  superintendancy  at  i  The  rules  were  then  suspended  by  a  vote  of  130  ''.'^"'  "Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson,  James  W.  Wil- 
Harpers  Ferry,  increase  of  duty  on  iron,  increase  of  i '°  21  in  order  to  consider  it.     Mr.  Mams  argued  that ,  ''^"Y' 

tariff,  reduction  of  congressional  mileage,  improve-  I  'he  two  resolutions  were  totally  difierent  and  founded  i  V"'  'ollowing  members  were  excused  on  account 
ment  cf  mail  transportation,  countervailing  duties,  °"  '^''aHy  different  principles  and  put  together  were'"'"  sickness,  indispensable  absence,  or  other  reasons 
complaints  of  disorderly  conduct  of  the  house,  from  I  "'E    identical    resolution  offered  by  Mr.   Black.     He  , ''eemed  sufficient  by  the  house: 

Bethany,  Elba  and  Wyoming  m  N.  York,  and  against  i  understood  the  tact  of  the  gentleman    from   Georgia        Messrs.  Bidlack,  Botts,  Bowne,  Brockway,  Burke, 

■        -        ■■  -   (Mr.  W.)  and  though  willing  to  support  the  first   he  I -^urnell,  Charles    A.Floyd,   A.  L.  Foster,  Houston, 

was  opposed  to  the  second  resolution.     Mr.    Warner  ■  James,  John  W.    Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,    Lawrence, 

modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  insert  "required"  in- 


impairment  of  the  right  of  petition,  annexation  of 
Texas,  &.c.  &c.  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  .4pRiL  2.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast 
a  bill  appropriating  5,1,000  for  repair  of  the  custom 
house  at  Providence,  R.  I.  was  reported  and  passed. 

Many  private  bills  were  then  acted  upon,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  4.  Mr.  Fessendcn,  of  Maine,  on 
leave  given,  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  from 
the  legislature  of  that  state  on  the  subject  of  military 
defences.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
•whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Thompsnn,  of 
Indiana,  in  the  chair).  Mr.  Cii.f/imj  moved  that  the 
committee  nov/  take  up  house  bill  No.  206,  entitled 
"A  bill  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  establishing 
the  treasury  department."  The  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year  1842, 
(which  said  bill  had  been  heretofore  laid  aside,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  loan  bill),  and  after  pro- 
gress therein,  there  being  no  quorum,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  5.  Mr.  Catlionn  submitted  a  re- 
solution asking  information  of  the  secretary  of  war 
of  the  names  of  all  agents,  commissioners  or  boards 
of  officers  who  have  been  sent  to  Europe  since  1825 
on  ordinance  busine.ss,  statement  of  their  expenses 
and  the  authority  for  their  appointment;  also,  the 
number  of  graduates  at  West  Point  since  1812  and 
how  many  thereof  have  continued  in  service  or  have 
resigned. 


stead  of  "requested"  and  than  stated   the   dilferen' 
of  his  proposition  from  that  of  Mr.  Black. 

Mr.  .idums  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  words: 

And  that  the  letter  of  the  governor  of  Georgia, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  asking  the  Geor 
gia  delegatioT  to  have  an  appropriation  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  troops  ordered  out  by  the  governor, 
near  the  Florida  line,  in  Georgia,  to  protect  the  citi- 
zens against  Indian  incursions,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  military  affairs,  with  instructions  to 
examine  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  appropri- 
ations asked,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  A.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken  were:  yeas  117, 
nays  51.  So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  And  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Ym-ke  under  direction  of  the  committee  on  ex- 
penditures offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  instructed  to  cause  a  tabular  statement 
to  be  prepared  for  the  use  of  congress,  showing,  first, 
the  names  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States  who  have  been  in  actual  ser- 
vice during  the  five  years  preceding  the  date  of  this 
resolution;  second,  what  time  each  officer  has  been 
in  actual  service  during  that  period;  third,  what  offi- 
cers have  been  absent,  on  leave  or  otherwise,  during 
the  said  period  of  five  years,  and  the  cause  of  the 
absence,  and  how  long  they  have  been  absent  respec- 
tively; fourth,  the  compensation,  regular  and  extra, 
allowed,  to  the   officers   of  the   navy,  and  for  what 


Mallory,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Oliver,  Plumer,  Ram- 
sey, Randolph,  Rencher,  Slade,  Ward,  James  W. 
Williams. 

The  following  members  were   excused  loilh  fine: 

Messrs.  Arrington,  Beeson,  Black,  Aaron  V.Brown, 
William  Butler,  Gary,  Cowen,  Cravens,  Cushing, 
Dawson,  Gates,  Gerry,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger, 
Harris,  John  Hastings,  Holmes,  Hubard,  James  Ir- 
vin, John  P.  Kennedy,  Littlefield,  McKeon,  Medill, 
Pickens,  Redding,  Shields.  Turney,  Watterson. 

Mr.  Andrcios,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  all  such  members  of  the  house  as 
have  not  appeared  in  pursuance  of  the  call  of  the 
house,  and  given  satisfactory  excuses,  shall  be  fined 
the  amoiwit  of  fees  of  the  sergeant-at-arnis,  subject 
to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  the  same  on  ap- 
pearing hereafter  and  making  such  excuse  as  shall 
be  deemed  satisfactory  to  the  house.  Which,  by  yeas 
80  noes  53,  was  adopted.  After.ncar  three  hours  be- 
ing spent  on  the  call,  the  house  adjourned. 


*.Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  stated  that  his  absence  was 
but  casual  being  at  the  time  of  the  call  detained  a 
short  time  in  another  part  of  the  building  by  some 
of  his  constituent?.  Mr.  Andreios  of  Ky.  moved  that 
his  excuse  be  admitte  :,  as  he  was  one  of  the  most 
punctual  and  regular  m-,mbers,  but  the  house  refus- 
ed to  excuse  him. 

Mr.  Hnbersliam  of  Ga.  at  the  time,  was  engaged  in 
drawing  up  a  counter  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff;  he  being  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
manufactures. 
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Arms.  The  Monongahela  steamer  left  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  0.1  the  4th  with  17  thirtj-two  pounders,  for  New 
Orleans. 

Bank  Items.  The  Dayton  Bank,  Ohio,  notifies 
that  15  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  their  stock  will 
be  repaid  to  the  stockholders  on  the  11th  April. 
It  was  a  sound  specie  paying  bank,  but  the  laws  of 
the  stale  iTiduced  the  directors  to  relinquish  business. 

T.':e  old  Bank  of  ColuDtins,  Georgia,  after  a  long 
struggle,  and  exhausting  every  means  in  trying  to  hold 
on  to  specie  payments,  was  obliged,  on  the  31st  ult. 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  other  institutions  of  the 
place,  and  gave  in. 

"T/ie  State  banks  of  Illinois,''''  says  the  St.  Louis  Re- 
publican of  28lh  March  "has  consented  to  allow  the 
drawers  of  exchange  on  New  Orleans,  to  pay  them 
here  in  state  bank  paper  at  par  with  ten  per  cent, 
damages  added.  This  will  greatly  facilitate  the  cur- 
tailment of  their  circulation." 

The  Jitchafalaya  bank  of  New  Orleans  has  gone  into 
a  state  of  liquidation.  lis  notes  as  well  as  those  of 
the  Orleans  and  exchange  have  gone  up  to  50a60  dis- 
count in  N.  Orleans. 

Virginia  bank  notes  are  at  85  discount  in  Balti- 
more. Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  orders  42  dis- 
count. 

The  resumption  of  specie  payments  at  Philadel- 
phia ana  Baltimore  had  the  immediate  effect  of  turn- 
ing exchanges  upon  New  York  in  their  favor,  and 
specie  to  the  amount  of  over  half  a  million  was 
transferred  from  the  New  York  to  the  Philadelphia 
banks,  leavmg  a  large  balance  still  in  favor  of  the 
latter. 

Bankrupt  Applications.  The  number  of  appli- 
cants in  both  the  districts  of  New  York,  says  the 
Journal  of  Commerce,  is  1,755;  in  New  England 
2,194;  in  the  middle  states  and  District  of  Columbia 
1,953;  in  Alabama  181;  Illinois  132;  in  all  the  other 
states  321.     Total  so  far  4,781. 

Bax'krupt  Decisions.  It  has  been  decided  by 
Judge  Heath,  of  the  United  States  district  court  of 
this  state,  and  also  by  Judge  Gilchrist,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, that  a  debtor  who  has  filed  his  petition  for  a 
decree  of  bankruptcy,  is  privileged  from  arrest  under 
a  writ  of  capias  satisfaciendum,  issuing  out  of  the 
state  court  subsequently  to  the  date  of  his  petition  and 
before  the  decree  of  bankruptcy. 

Colonization.  An  adjourned  meeting  of  citizens 
and  strangers  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  society,  was  held  at  Washiagton  on 
the  16th  ult.  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  presiding.  The 
object  of  the  meeting  was.  explained  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  society,  Mr.  Gurley,  who  concluded  by 
otTering  a  series  of  resolutions  which  were  adopted, 
the  last  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  now  appointed  to 
confer  with  gentlemen  in  congress  who  may  regard 
favorably  the  object  of  the  American  Colonization 
society,  and  especially  to  make  arrangements  for  a 
public  meeting  or  convention  of  the  friends  of  this 
society,  not  only  of  this  District,  but  other  regions 
of  the  country,  to  be  held  in  this  city  at  such  time  as 
the  committee  may  judge  best,  in  order  to  adopt  the 
best  measures  to  awaken  the  mind  of  the  nation  to 
a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  cause,  and  suggest 
the  best  means  of  prosecuting  it  with  energy  ade- 
quale  to  its  importance  and  to  full  and  complete 
success. 

The  follov/ing  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  said 
committee,  viz:  E.  Whittlesey,  G.  W.  P.  Curtis,  H. 
L.  Ellsworth,  Thos.  Sewall,  Waller  Jones,  Washing- 
Ion.  Rev.  Mr.  McVean,  Georgetown.  Hugh  Smith, 
.^leiandria. 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  in  New  York 
last  week,  was  182  of  which  64  were  under  two 
years  of  age.     Five  were  of  the  small-pox. 

Elections.  The  Connecticut  election  has  result- 
ed in  favor  of  the  Van  Buren  party.  The  particulars 
not  yet  received. 

The  municipal  eleolion  at  Mobile,  Ala.  has  also 
resulled  in  favor  of  that  party. 

Tl.»  New  Bedford  election  has  resulted  in  favor  of 
the  whigs;  last  year  it  was  V.  B. 

Enke's  Comet,  after  an  absence  of  four  years,  is 
now  again  within  range  of  good  telescopes,  and  ap- 
proaching the  sun.  It  will  pass  its  perihelion  on  the 
lath  Mist,  and  be  then  within  33  millions  of  miles  of 
that  luminary.  It  re-appeared  at  the  time  and  in 
the  preci'c  place  in  the  celestial  hemisphere  that  the 
calculations  had  assigned. 

Exchanges.  Bills  on  London,  continue  to  decline 
in  New  York,  owing  to  the  srarcily  of  money.     On 


6th  they  were  at  51  to  6'.  On  France,  5f.  40a45. 
Exchanges  on  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
ivere  quoted  at  par  or  4  premium.  On  Richmond  9 
per  cent,  discount;  Raleigh  6;  Charleston  2;  Augusta 
3;  Macon  15;  Mobile  25;  New  Orleans  7;  St.  Louis 
16a20;  Louisville  5;  Cincinnati  6J;  Nashville  20.  U. 
States  treasury  notes,  2a2i  discount. 

Ex-president  Van  Buren,  his  son,  major  Van 
Buren,  and  ex-secretary  Paulding,  reached  Colum- 
bia, S.  C.  on  the  28th  ult.  and  left  on  the  30th  for  N. 
Orleans,  through  Georgia  and  Alabama. 

Felted  Carpets.  The  new  carpet  mentioned  in 
the  long  descriptions  of  the  recent  royal  christening, 
as  having  been  laid  for  the  occasion  in  St.  George's 
chapel,  was  the  invention  of  H.  A.  Wells,  esq.  an 
American.  It  is  a  new  patent  felted  carpet,  which 
is  made  without  spinning  or  weaving.  The  order 
was  given  for  one  thousand  yards  for  the  floor  of  the 
chapel  and  for  the  state  apartments  of  the  castle. — 
In  precisely  nine  days  from  the  date  the  order  was 
given,  one  thousand  yards  were  at  the  castle-  and  on 
the  floor.  The  carpets  were  much  admired  and  gave 
universal  satisfaction.  The  most  brilliant  and  beau- 
tiful colors  are  printed  from  blocks  of  every  possible 
variety,  and  it  is  said  these  carpets  can  be  sold  by  the 
retailer  at  about  three  shillings  sterling  per  yard,  and 
afford  a  remunerating  profit  to  the  manufacturer  and 
wholesale  dealer.  These  patent  felted  carpets  ap- 
pear likely  to  supercede  the  more  expensive  carpets 
now  in  general  use.  [English  paper. 

The  Crops  of  wheat  and  rye  are  represented  to 
look  very  promising  for  this  period  of  the  year,  in 
every  direction  of  the  union  from  which  we  have  seen 
them  noticed. 

Fires.  On  the  1st  inst.  forty  or  fifty  houses  were 
destroyed  by  a  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  princi- 
pally on  Chrystie,  Broome,  Delancy  and  Forsyth 
streets.  The  firemen  were  distracted  by  fires  occur- 
ring in  three  different  parts  of  the  city  at  the  same 
time. — The  cotton  factory  of  the  United  Manufactur- 
ing company  at  Pottowamut,  R.  I.  Insured  to  the 
amount  of  ^24,500. 

The  National  Home  Industry  Convention  met 
in  New  York,  on  Tuesday  last.  Delegates  were  in 
attendance  from  Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Michigan  and  Il- 
linois. The  convention  was  organized  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  gen.  James  Tallmage,  of  New  York, 
president,  and  a  number  of  vice  presidents. 

The  New  York  City  Collector.  Thomas  Lloyd, 
late  collector  of  the  city  revenue,  has  absconded, 
carrying  with  him  about  §30,000  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

The  debt  of  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  1st  of 
January  last,  was  $13,341,117  15,  which  requires 
annually  a  payment  of  j,fi98,000  interest.  The  taxa- 
ble property  in  that  cilv  was  valued  at  last  year  a 
$251,194,928  00.  The'interest  on  the  city  debt  re 
quires  a  tax  of  over  27J  cents  on  each  §100  of  the 
said  property. 

Illinois  on  the  wing.  The  people  of  Stevenson 
county,  by  a  vote  of  509  to  1,  have  decided  in  favor 
of  attaching  the  northern  part  of  Illinois  to  Wisconsin. 

LorisiANA.  The  legislature  closed  their  session 
on  the  26th  ult. 

HoGAN,  after  an  examination  before  justice  War- 
ren, at  Rochester  on  the  4th  inst.  was  re-committed 
Dr.  A.  McKenzie  was  one  of  the  witnesses  against 
him. 

The  Rochester  Democrat  of  the  4th  contains  the 
examination  of  witnesses  before  the  police  justice, 
Warner,  as  to  the  agency  of  the  prisoner  in  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Caroline.  A  Dr.  Alex.  McKenzie  testi- 
fied directly  that  Hogan  had.  on  several  occasions, 
related  to  him  the  occurrences  of  the  attack,  as  hav- 
ing himself  been  a  party  in  it.  The  prisoner  was 
recommitted — with  instructions  to  the  jailor  to  pro- 
vide him  with  as  good  accommodations  as  were  in 
his  power. 

Pennsylvania.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the 
5th  to  meet  again  on  the  9lh  of  June.  The  bill  lay- 
ing a  tax  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  state  was  left 
amongst  the  unfinished  business. 

Paixhan  r.uNs.  Commodore  Chauncey  and  Major 
Wade,  have  been  engaged  in  inspecting  thirty  of 
these  guns,  lately  cast  at  Alger's  foundry,  south  Bos- 
ton. They  will  soon  be  proved  at  the  South  Boston 
Point,  to  which  place  a  number  of  them  are  already 
conveyed,  and  a  heavy  cannonading  may  be  expect- 
ed. The  guns  are  about  nine  feet  in  lenglh,  weigh 
7,200  pounds  each,  calibre  eight  inches,  and  throw  a 
solid  shot  of  sixty-eight  pounds. 


Rhode  Island  is  quite  in  a  ferment.  The  cause 
is  briefly  noticed  under  the  head  of  "States  of  the 
Union."  A  letter  received  from  Providence  says,  if 
a  single  person  acting  under  the  new  constitution  is 
imprisoned,  "we  shall  open  the  prison  doors  forth- 
with. We  have  two  thousand  men,  at  least,  pledged 
to  defend,  at  all  hazards,  the  lives,  persons  and  pro- 
perties of  our  candidates.  Two  thousand  men  in 
Smithfield  and  Cumberland  are  ready  for  every 
emergency." 

Strawberries  were  in  the  N.  Orleans  and  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  markets,  at  the  latest  dates  from  thence. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  Trade.  Four  steamboats  left  this 
port  for  New  Orleans  a  few  days  since,  with  1,900 
tons  of  produce  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  is  awaking  to  the  cause  with  great 
spirit. 

The  tariff.  We  reserved  room  for  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  manufactures  accompanying  their 
bill  before  the  house  of  representatives  to  the  last 
hour,  but  have  not  yet  been  furnished  with  a  copy. 

It  is  understood  that  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee are  preparing  a  counter  report  and  bill. 

A  very  large  meeting  convened  on  Thursday  even- 
ing at  the  Exchange,  Baltimore,  and  unanimously 
adopted  spirited  resolutions  advocating  the  protec- 
tive system. 

Tehper.ance  cause.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
Washington  temperance  society  was  creating  quite  a 
sensation  in  Texas,  just  before  the  invasion  took 
place. 

The  labours  of  the  Baltimore  temperance  mission- 
aries have  been  crowned  with  signal  success  in  Ken- 
tucky— Messrs.  Vickers  and  Brown  have  administer- 
ed the  total  abstinence  pledge  to  12,350  persons. 
There  are  now  30,000  teetotallers  in  that  state. 

Tonnage  op  Britrish  shipping.  From  state 
ments  laid  before  parliament  of  the  number  and  ton- 
nage of  British  vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  at 
the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  two  last 
years,  we  ascertain  the  following  results: 

Yeiirs  ending  Jnn  5, 
1841.  1842. 

Nunber  of  vessels  entered  22,752         21,858 

Tonnage  of  do.  4,105,207     3,982,129 

Number  cleared  outwards,  19,710         20,861 

Tonnage  of        do.  3,392,626     3,543,465 

Coast'ing  vessels. 
Number  of  vessels  entered,  133,269        130,402 

Tonnage  of  do.  10,666,056  10,876.650 

Number  cleared  outwards  146,127        143,877 

Tonnage  of        do.  11,417,991   11,750,152 

Gross  receipts  of  customs  du- 
ties, ,^23,584,404  23,736,135 
Drawbacks  and  allowances  312,556       300,865 
Net  recepts  of  customs  duties  =f23,271,848  23,435,270 

Tobacco.  The  low  rate  of  exchange  has  not  pre- 
vented prices  of  Maryland  from  improving  somewhat. 
Shippers  are  enquiring  for  the  article.  Inspections 
at  Ballimore  last  week  consisted  of  703  lihds.  Mary- 
land, 143  Ohio  and  25  Kentucky.  Prices  for  inferior 
Maryland  <(3  to  $4;  middling  to  good  §4  50  to  §6  50; 
good  §7a§8;  fine  §8al2. 

Texas.  At  Augusta,  Geo.  about  §4.000  were 
promptly  subscribed  towards  aiding  the  invaded 
Texians. 

Wages.  It  is  stated  in  a  recent  London  paper, 
that  the  competition  in  what  is  technically  called 
slop  loork,  is  carried  to  such  a  tremendous  extent  at 
the  cast  end  of  that  vast  metropolis,  as  to  be  ruinous 
to  the  numerous  and  industrious  class  of  women  who 
maintain  themselves  by  the  needle.  A  few  years 
ago  shirt  making  was  reduced  to  three  shillings  a 
dozen,  yielding  then  a  miserable  siibsistance;  but 
from  that  price  it  is  said  to  have  become  gradually 
lessened,  till  many  of  the  Jew  employei's  and  sellers 
pay  but  nine  pence  a  dozen,  or  three  farthings  a  shirt! 

Washington  medical  university  of  Maryland. 
Dr.  Dunbar  having  resigned,  Dr.  Hekry  Willis 
Baxley  late  professor  in  the  University  of  Maryland 
has  been  appointed  to  the  anatomical  chair. 

Yucatan.  The  following  intelligence  from  Yuca- 
tan, we  find  in  the  New  York  Herald,  said  to  have 
been  received  via  New  Orleans. 

"It  appears  by  our  advices  from  Campeachy, 
which  are  to  the  3d  ult.  that  the  treaty,  which  Yuca- 
tan agreed  to  abide  by  with  Mexico,  has  been  refus- 
ed by  the  latter  government,  and  Yucatan  has  there- 
fore bristled  up  and  joined  Texas  in  the  war  upoo 
Mexico.  Commodore  Moore  sailed  from  Campea- 
chy on  the  2d  ult.  and  the  Yucataneos  were  fitting 
out  their  vessels  with  despatch  for  a  cruise  against 
the  Mexicans." 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Black  and  White  slates.      The   foliowini 
tract  from  a  speech  made  by  on  English  operative,  at 
a  chartist  meeting,  is  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  the 
degraded  condition  of  the  masses  in  England: 

"I  was  six  years  in  the  West  Indies,  between  St. 
Thomas  and  Barbadoes,  and  saw  how  the  slaves  ale 
and  drank;  and  I  do  standing  here,  soy,  so  help  me 
God,  I  would  rather  be  a  slave  in  the  plantations,  than 
be  as  I  now  am.  The  men  there  have  an  interest  in 
them  as  their  property,  and  that  they  should  be  able 
to  do  work;  and  five  Englishmen  would  do  as  much 
work  as  twenty  of  their  negroes.  I  am  a  slave  to 
the  classes  above  me.  I  work  hard  and  cannot  get 
food  for  myself  and  children,  and  I  have  no  one  to 
own  me  or  care  for  me.  Every  one  with  whom  I 
deal  is  endeavoring  to  take  all  he  can  from  me;  they 
have  all  a  hand  in  cheating  and  swindling  me  out  of 
my  rights  and  not  in  paying  and  feeding  me;  and  I 
therefore  lie  down  on  my  pillow  with  an  empty  sto- 
mach, I  am  therefore  whipped  in  the  belly,  while  the 
black  slaves  was  eating  and  drinking  of  the  best. 
SPAIN. 
The  project  of  a  counter  revolution  in  Spain  is  de- 
nouncer' by  the  press  in  England,  France  and  Spain. 
The  Sentinel  of  the  Pyrenees  states  that  "great 
pvents  are  being  prepared  for  the  spring  in  the  penin- 
sula; a  vast  conspiracy  is  plotting  against  Spanish 
liberty;  the  Carlists  and  Christines  have  formed  an 
alliance.  Don  Carlos  has  named  Villareal  to  the 
.  command  of  the  Basque  provinces  and  they  were  to 
be  excited  with  the  cry  of  the  fiuros  while  tlie  mo- 
derados  would  take  the  mask  of  republicans  and 
agitate  Catalonia  Valencia  and  Andalusia.  Cabrera 
was  at  Paris,  gen.  Jaureguy  (el  pastor)  at  Bayonne. 
It  is  rumored  also  that  Don  Carlos  himself  disavows 
the  acts  of  his  adherents  in  his  name.  Espartero 
meanwhile  is  preparing  to  meet  the  occasion. 
JAMAICA. 
Files  ofthe  Kingston  Journal  to  the  Ilth  of  March 
inclusive  are  received. 

The  paper  to  that  date  contains  late  advices  from 
Central  America  which  show  that  tlie  seizure  of  Don 
Manuel  Quijano,  at  San  Juan  del  Norte,  by  order  of 
Colonel  JVlacdonald  (of  which  we  published  accounts 
some  time  ago)  has  been  taken  up  with  great  spirit 
by  the  government  of  Guatemala — or  rather  by  Gen 
Carrera,  who  seems  to  be  still  the  ruler  over  that 
government. 

A  correspondence  took  place  between  Carrera  (the 
governor  of  the  state  assenting  to  his  proposition)  and 
Mr.  Hall,  the  British    '  .        ,.  . 


had  surrendered,  perfectly  resigned  to  exile  himself. 
The  constitutional  authorities  had  been  reinstated  in 
Santa  Martha — two  of  the  most  revolutionary  feder- 
alists, Dr.  Level  de  Gpda  and  Gen.  Carrabano,  hav- 
ing previously  departed  for  Curacoa. 

A  detachment  of  the  .West  India  (colored)  regi- 
ment had  left  Tobago  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of 
Demarara;  part  of  which,  it  is  stated,  was  under  or- 
ders to  march  into  the  interior,  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  Venezuclians,  who  dispute  the  territori- 
al limits  of  British  Guiana  as  laid  dov?n  by  British 
authorities. 

Capt.  Ci-others,  of  the   schooner   O'Kelley,  from 
Baltimore,  at  Kingston,  had  been  washed  overboard 
during  a  gale  in  the  gulf  of  Florida. 
TURKEY. 

The  Protestant  bishop  of  Palcbtine,  Dr.  Alexan- 
der, arrived  at  Jerusalem  on  the  21st  Jan.  last.  On 
the  Hid  colonel  Rose,  Dr.  Alexander,  and  a  large 
party,  inspected  the  intended  site  of  the  new  church. 
It  will  be  built  upon  the  most  elevated  part  of  the 
eitv;  the  body  of  the  church  will  be  Gothic,  and  the 
towers   in   the  style  of  Mosque   minarets;  which  ac 


Zilta  Bundkcund  Sumcapoorc,  October  1,  1841. 
That  you  may  understand  the  position  of  my  af- 
fairs, I  must  make  an  explanation  of  the  tenure  by 
which  landed  property  is  held  in  this  country.  The- 
British  government  claims  the  proprietorship  of  the 
whole  soil,  which  is  divided  into  villages.  A  body 
of  land  is  allotted  to  each  village,  and  considered  as  . 
belonging  to  it.  On  this  the  government  fixes  a  rent 
for  a  term  of  years  to  such  of  the  most  responsible 
men  of  the  place  as  are  desirous  of  hiring  it.  These 
men  do  not  cultivate  ail  the  lands,  but  rent  them  out 
again  to  the  poorer  classes  at  an  increased  rate.  So 
long  as  the  rent  is  paid  punctually,  the  lessees  cannot 
be  ejected  from  the  property;  but  under  the  present 
government  they  manage  so  badly,  that  they  are  sel- 
dom able  or  willing  to  pay  their  rents  for  a  succes- 
sion of  years.  When  this  happens,  the  villages  are 
put  up  at  auction  and  sold  for  the  amount  of  the  go- 
vernment dues.  Under  the  native  princes  the  thing 
was  managed  differently;  for  when  they  refused  to 
pay  up,  he  only  marched  his  troops  down  upon  them, 
killed  a  few,  and  theu  the  rent  was  always  forth- 
coming. It  may  seem  strange,  but  so  it  is,  the  vil- 
lages  were   more  prosperous   under  that  system  of 


^„rds  admirably  both  with  the  church  itself  and  with  j  government  than  at  present,  probably  owing  to  other 

the  other  public  edifices  of  the   city,  for  Gothic  and      '  ■  -.^-:.- ,i,„   u„:„v,  ...u 

Saracenic  are  the  twin  daughters  of  the  Byzantine 
style.  The  stone  necessary  for.  the  edifices  will  be 
procured  from  the  Mount  of  Olives.  On  the  23d 
the  bishop  preached  his  introductory  sermon,  choos- 
ing for  his  text  Isaiah,  chapter  65,  and  verse  15: 
"Whereas  thou  (alluding  to  Jerusalem  and  the 
Jews)  has  been  forsaken  and  hated,  so  that  no  man 
went  through  thee,  I  will  make  thee  an  eternal  ex- 
cellency, a  joy  of  many  generations."'     The  tenden 


ireuhistances.  For  instance,  the  Rajah  who  own- 
ed the  village  where  I  am  now  living,  collected  a 
revenue  from  it  of  22,000  rupees,  ($12,000)  and  now 
it  only  pays  4,000  (§2,000)  and  that  with  the  great- 
est difficulty.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  person 
who  purchases  at  these  auction  sales  by  government, 
will  meet  with  opposition  and  all  kinds  of  annoy- 
ance, especially  if  he  is  a  white  man;  for  all  their 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  are  sold  with'the  village. 

^^ ^    ^    _  ^ This  creates  heart-burnings  and  discontent,  especial- 

cv'of'the  riihl  revrprelate's  discourse  was  to  show  1  ly  where  the  purchaser  is  a  foreigner  and  a  stranger 
that  althou°»h  Jerusalem  had  endured,  and  liiight:  to  their  feelings  and  habits;  at  least  I  have  found  it 
still  endure  much  suefering  in  the  fulfilment  of  in-  so  in  my  case,  for  I  have  had  to  fight  my  way  inch 
spired  prophecy,  nevertheless  brighter  days  were  at  by  inch  with  them,  and  so  far  with  success;  lor  in- 
hanCi"  stead  of  the    collections   being   smaller,  as   was  ex- 

The  Smyrna  correspondent  of  the  Malta  Times  pected  by  the  government,  it  has  increased  8,000 
writes  on  the  9lh  instant:  "We  have  news  from  Bey-  j  rupees.  I  fear,  however,  that  they  will  not  be  able 
rout  to  the  25lh  and  from  Rhodes  to  the  29lh  ult.  I  to  pay  the  whole,  for  there  has  been  almost  a  total 
From  the  former  place  letters  slate  that  the  Seras-  j  failure  of  the  crops  of  all  descriptions  this  season, 
kier  pacha  had  appointed  Osman  pacha  governor  ge-  j  a,.,.|ycd  at  this  place  in  May,  and  employed  my- 
neral  of  the  mountain,  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  ,  ggjf  j;,  looking  at  the  lands  until  the  planting  season 
Maronites,  who  wanted  a  chief  of  their  own  sect.  s|,oui,i  arrive,  which,  this  season,  was  unusually  late. 
The   Druses,  on   the   contrary,  preferred   a  Turkish  •         •  ■      ■         .       .  r, 

governor,  and  even,  it  is  said,  expressed  a  willing- 
ness to  embrace  Islamisin  rather  than  submit  to  the 
Maronites. 

CHINA. 

The  ship  Hannibal,  Captain  Scott,  arrived  on  the 

8th  from  Canton.     There  are  received  by  her  papers 


The  farming  months  are  June,  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, and  the  periodical  ram  ceased  a  month  he- 
fore  the  usual  time,  so  that  we  had  but  two  months 
rain,  which  is  not  sufficient  to  bring  the  crop  to  that 
slate  of  forwardness  requisite  for  standing  thedry 
weather.     For  the  East  India  company  I  have  done 

^. > - .,     --.r-   but   little   this  year,  owing  to  their  not  having  fur- 

an'dVet'tcrrto''thc  nth  December. '  Mr.  Edwards,' the  i  nished   the  requisite  working   cattle,  all  work  here 


forms 

Canton,  though 
around  that  city  and  endeavoring  to  render  the  ap- 
proach to  it  by  water  impracticable  by  sinking  large 
quantities  of  stone. 

We  learn,  however,  one  important  fact  by  this  ar- 
rival, and  that  is,  that  the  emperor  of  China  had  re- 
stored Keshcn  (who  was  at  Canton  when  the  English 
attacked  it)  to  his  former  rank,  and  directed  him  to 
proceed  to  Ningpo  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
with  the  British  plcnipotenliary. 

The  British  forces  were  in  winter  quarters  at  Chu- 
san,  and  were  not  expected  to  make  any  further 
movement  for  some  time. 

About  seven   Chinese   trading  vessels   had   been 


--    _-.  _ ice  consul  at  Guatemala.— :  seized  by  the  British  ships  in  the  vicinity  of  Canton, 

Carrera  objected  to  the  explanations  which  Mr.  Hall  j  taken  to  Hong  Kong,  the  British  settlement,  and 
ottered,  and  Mr.  Hall  in  reply  regrets  that  he  could  |  condemned  as  fawful  prizes.  Their  cargoes  wore  of 
not  make  them  more  satisfactory,  promising  to  send  '  Utile  value  exceptone,  on  board  of  which  $1,400  were 
copies  of  the  correspondence  to  London.  I  found. 

The  accounts  from  Belize  were  to  the  19th  of  Jan-  I  The  French  ship  of  war  L'Erigone,  46,  Captain 
uary.  In  consequence  of  some  disagreement  between  Ceville,  arrived  at  Macao  on  the  7th  December  from 
the  executive  (Col.  Macdonald)  and  the  legislature,  I  Manilla.  On  board  of  her  the  papers  say  is  col.  Du- 
the  latter  had  resolved  to  suspend  the  business  until '  bois  de  Jansigny,  envoy  from  the  king  of  the  French 
the  decision  of  sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  the  governor  of  i  to  the  court  of  I'ekin. 

Jamaica,  could  be  obtained;  an  appeal  having  been  ]  The  U.  S.  ships  Constellalion  and  Boston  were  at 
made  to  him.  The  dispute  seems  to  be  altogether  of:  Singapore  on  the  20th  Nov.  and  would  sail  for  China 
a  political  character — the  legislature  contending  for,  about  a  month  afterwards, 
more  liberal  institutions  than  the  superintendent  is        .  INDIA 


illing  to  allow 

British  ships  of  war,  arrived  at  Jamaica  from  New 
Grenada,  have  brought  intelligence  of  the  complete 

restoration  of  tranquillity  in  that  republic.    Carmona    perusal  on  more  accounts  than  one: 
V«..  XII— Sie.  7 


The  following  interesting  letter  from  one  of  the 
American  cultivators  who  went  to  India  from  the  in- 
terior of  this   slate   with  capt.   Baylcs,  is  worthy  of 


the  natives,  about  200  acres,  which,  until  a  few  days, 
promised  me  150  heavy  bales.  It  was  as  full  of 
bolls,  squares,  and  blossoms  as  it  could  stick;  but 
now  'it  has  commenced  feeling  the  premature  drought 
to  which  I  referred,  and  is  shedding  badly. 

[Savannah  Republican. 
TEXAS. 

TO    THE    CITIZENS    OF    NEW    ORLEANS    AND    VALLEY    OF 
MISSISSIPPI. 

The  fate  of  Texas  is  at  this  moment  suspended  on 
the  issue  of  the  conflict  waging  on  the  plains  of  the 
Colorado.  The  forces  of  ruthless  and  perfidious 
Mexico,  are  suddenly  precipitated  on  the  country  in 
numbers  to  render  certain  the  repetition  of  the  scenes 
of  1836,  with  aggravated  horrors.  The  people 
though  taken  by  surprise,  are  rallying  en  masse  with 
enthusiasm  unexampled  to  the  rescue.  They  are 
fully  resolved  not  again  to  lay  down  their  arms  until 
they  extort  the  acknowledgement  of  their  indepen- 
dence in  the  heart  of  the  Mexican  capital.  From 
the  unprepared  state  of  the  country  every  one  ex- 
pects to  encounter  much  of  di-stress  and  privation;  but 
they  court  the  conflict,  meeting  it  witii  spirits  elate 
and  buoyant,  looking  with  cheerful  confidence  to  the 
ultimate  result. 

Encouraged  by  the  recent  manifestations  of  sym- 
pathy for  their  cause,  by  the  citizens  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  by  the  abhorrence  expressed  by  the  le- 
gislature of  Louisiana,  of  the  gross  violation  of  all 
the  rights  of  humanity  and  usages  of  civilized  war- 
fare in  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  of  Santa  Fe, 


OS 


NILHS'  NATIONAi.  IIEGISTKR— APRIL  16,  'S42— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


the  people  of  Texas  look  with  much  of  hope  to 
the  Fpirit  of  chivalry  and  liberality  in  (he  Valley  of 
the  Mississippi  for  assistance  h:  their  present  exi- 
gency. 

The  undersigned  have  been  tliL-rcfore  deputed  by 
the  committee  of  vigilance  of  iLe  city  of  C4alveston, 
represenling  as  thcy'believe  the  leoUngs  of  the  wiiole 
people  of  Texas,  to  repair  to  tnis  place  and  make 
known  speedilv  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  to 
ask  such  contributions  of  useful  materials  as  that  con- 
dition demands,  and  as  may  be  convenient  for  their 
friends  to  appropriate. 

We  publish  forthwitb  the  letter  of  our  instructions 
and  appointment,  which  will  explain  the  objects  of 
our  visit,  and  shall  be  most  happy  to  confer  prompt- 
ly and  freely  v.ith  any  of  tlie  rriend&  of  Texas  in 
furtherance  to  those  objects. 

LEVI  JOKES, 

JOS.  C.  MEGGINSOX. 

JVeiii  Orleans,  \Gth  March,  1S43- 

Gen.  Houstom  and  S.'.n'ta  An-va.  A  letter  from 
Gen.  Houston's  to  the  Mexican  president  occupies  se- 
veral columns  of  llie  Galvestcr,  Gazette.  After  reca- 
pitulating the  acts  of  enormity  committed  by  Santa 
Anna  and  contrasting  them  with  the  clemency  expe- 
rienced by  him  fromlhe  Texian  authorities,  General 
Houston  remarks: 

"You  tauntingly  invite  "Texas  to  cover  herself 
anew  with  the  Mexican  flag."  You  certainly  intend 
this  as  mockery;  you  denied  us  the  enjoyment  of 
laws,  under  wliich  v/e  came  to  the  country;  her  flag 
was  never  raised  in  our  behalf — nor  lias  it  tieen  seen 
in  Texas,  unless  when  displayed  in  an  attempt  at  our 
subjugation.  We  know  your  ienily,  we  know  your 
.  mercy,  we  are  ready  again  to  test  your  power.  You 
have  threatened  to  plant  your  banner  on  the  banks 
of  the  Sabine — is  this  done  to  intimidate  us.'  it  is 
done  to  alarm  ns!  Or  do  you  deem  it  the  most  suc- 
cessful mode  of  conquest!  If  the  latter,  it  may  do  to 
amuse  the  people  surrounding  you;  if  to  alarm  us,  it 
may  do  to  amuse  those  conversant  with  the  history 
of  your  last  campaign;  if  to  intimidate  us,  the  threat 
is  idle.  We  have^desired  peace.  Y'ou  have  annoyed 
our  frontiei-.  You  have  harrassed  cur  citizens.  You 
have  incarcerated  our  traders,  after  your  commis- 
sioners had  been  kindly  received  and  your  citizens 
allowed  llie  privileges  of  commerce  in  Texas,  v/itli* 
oi:t  molestation. 

You  continue  aggression.  Y'ou  will  not  accord  us 
peace.  IVe  will  have  it.  You  threatened  to  conquer 
Texas — we  will  war  with  Mexico.  Your  preten- 
sions with  ours  you  have  referred  to  the  social  v.'orld 
and  to  the  God  of  battles. — we  refer  our  cause  to  the 
same  tribunals.  The  issue  involves  the  fate  of  na- 
tions— destiny  must  determine — its  course  is  only 
known  to  the  tribunal  of  Heaven.  If  experience  of 
the  past  will  authorise  speculations  of  the  future, 
the  attitude  of  Mexico  is  more  "problematical"  than 
that  of  Texas. 

In  tl-.e  war  which  will  be  conducted  by  Texas 
against  Mexico,  our  incentives  will  not  be  a  love  of 
conquest — it  will  be  to  disarm  tyranny  of  its  power. 
We  will  make  no  war  upon  Mexicans  or  their  reli- 
gion— our  etibrts  shall  be  made  in  behalf  of  the  li- 
berties of  the  people,  and  directed  against  the  autho- 
rities of  the  country,  and  against  your  principles  Sir. 
We  will  exalt  the  condition  of  the  people  to  repre- 
sentative freedom — they  shall  choose  their  own  ru- 
lers— they  shall  possess  their  property  in  peace,  and 
it  shall  not  be  taken  from  them  to  support  an  armed 
soldiery  for  the  purpose  of  oppression.  With  these 
principles  we  will  march  across  tiie  Kio  Grande;  and 
Mr,  believe  me,  ere  the  banner  of  Mexico  shall  tri- 
umphantly float  on  the  banks  of ''the  Sabine,  the 
Texian  standard  of  the  Lone  Star,  borne  by  the  .\n- 
glo-Sa.ton  race,  shall  display  its  bright  fold*  in  liber- 
ty's triumph  on  the  Isthmus  of  Darien.  With  the 
most  appropriate  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
present  my  salutations,  SAM.  HOUSTON. 

By  the  president  of  the  republic  cf  Texas. 
A  PROCLAMATION   OF   BLOCKADE. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come:  Know 
ye,  that  l,Sain.  Houston,  president  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 
navy — By  virtue  of  my  authority  and  the  power  vest- 
ed in  me  by  law,  and  for  the  purpose  of  more  cfl'ec- 
tually  prosecuting  the  war  in  which  Texas  is  now 
engaged  with  Mexico — do  hereby  order,  decree,  and 
proclaim  that  all  the  ports  of  the  republic  of  ilc.\iuo, 
on  its  eastern  coast,  from  Tobasco,  in  the  state  of 
Tohasco,  to  Matamoros,  in  the  state  of  Tamaulipas, 
including  those  ports,  and  comprising  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  and  the  Brazos  Santiago, 
and  also  all  the  inlets,  estuaries  and  passes  on  the 
saiil  eastern  coast  of  Mexico — and,  from  and  after 
the  dale  of  tliis  proclamation,  in  a  state  of  actual  and 
nbsuluto  bliickade,  by  the  armed  vessels  of  this  nation. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  order,  decree 
and  proclamation  into  complete  eflect,  an  armed 
naval  force  now  is,  and  will  be  conthiucd  to  be  kept 


at  or  Dear  the  said  ports,  inlets,  and  passes  of  the 
eastern  coast  of  Mexico,  entirely  sufiicient  to  enforce 
this  decree. 

For  any  breach  or  effort  at  breach  of  this  blockade,, 
the  offending  vessel  and  cargo  will  be  liable  to  con- 
fiscation, and  the  officers  and  marines  of  such  vessel 
will  be  subject  to  the  penalties  attached  to  a  breach 
of  blockade. 

This  decree  shall  take  effect'as  to  vessels  sailing 
from  New  Orleans,  within  three  days  after  its  publi- 
cation in  that  city,  and  within  five  days  as  to  any  neu- 
tral port  within  (he  Gulf  of  Mexico — within  twenly 
days  as  to  any  port  in  the  United  States,  north  of  the 
Gulf  Mexico — and  in  forty-five  days  as  to  vessels  from 
any  ports  in  Europe. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my 
hand  and  the  great  seal  of  this  republic,  at  the 
[l.  s.]  city  of  Houston,  this  Iwenly-siN  day  of  Marrh 
in  the  year  cf  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forfy-twn,  and  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  republic  the  scventli. 
(Signed)  SAM.  HOUSTON. 

By  llie  president. 

%3iiSiin  Jvncs,  secretary  t:f  state. 

NATIOMAl.    AFFAIliS. 


APPOINTMENTS. BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE- 

Samuel  Prentiss,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont,  in  the 
place  of  Elijah  Paine,,  resigned. 

John  S.  Maxwell,  of  New  York,  secretary  of  the 
legation  of  the  United  States  to  Russia,  in  the  place 
of  John  L.  Motley,  resigned. 

William  A.  Butler,  of  New  York,  c/nsul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  city  of  Granadi,  in  Centra! 
America. 

Charles  Dewey,  of  Indiana,  to  be  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  In- 
diana, in  the  place  of  Jesse  L.  Holman,  deceased. 

William  .^rmislead,  of  .Alabama,  to  be  marshal  of 
the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  Alaba- 
ma, in  the  place  of  Robert  L.  Crawford,  resigned. 


THE  ARMY'. 

Nearly  two  hundred  United  States  soldiers  arriv- 
ed at  New  Orleans  on  the  4th,  in  the  packet  sliip 
-Mississippi,  on  their  way  to  Jell'erson  barracks,  Mis- 
souri. 


THE  NAVY. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  written  by  a  distinguished  oflicer  at- 
tached to  the  Missouri,  descriptive  of  the  sad  catas- 
trophe v.hich  lately  bofel  his  comrades; 

United  Stales  Steam  fns^ale  Missoxm, 

Potomac  river  JipriCi,  1842. 

Messrs.  Editors — It  is  with  feelings  lacerated 
with  tiie  keenest  sorrow  that  I  will  herein  make  an 
attempt  to  give  you  an  account  of  a  lu-art-i ending 
scene  that  I  have  this  day  witnessed  fi.im  the  ilLcic 
of  this  ship,  iuvoWing  the  loss  of  a  noble-hearted, 
generous,  and  high-minded  messmate  and  friend, 
lieut.  Borden,  and  fifteen  of  this  ship's  crew.  Yes- 
terday, (Sunday),  we  made  Cape  Henry,  and  took  on 
board  a  pilot  to  run  us  into  the  Chesapeake,  who 
gave  us  to  understand  that  he  conld  not  pilot  us 
more  than  half  way  on  our  course  towards  Washing- 
ton, as  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  Potomac 
river,  but  at  (he  same  time  assured  our  captain  that 
his  father  had  been  a  branch  pilot  on  the"  Potomac 
since  the  last  war.  In  consequence  of  this  state- 
ment the  ship  was  safely  brought  to  anchor  last 
evening  about  ten  o'clock,  in  twenty  fjthoins  water 
just  alter  she  had  entered  the  last  named  river.  The 
pilot  went  on  shore,  and  returned  this  morning  at 
daylight,  with  his  father,  wiio  iuimcdiately  got  the 
ship  under  weigh,  and  ran  her  on  her  course  with  a 
press  of  steam  that  carried  her  through  the  water  at 
the  rale  of  ten  knots  an  hour,  until  about  11  o'clock 
A.  M.  w  hen  he  ran  her  high  up,  with  her  bows  almost 
out  if  water,  i  n  nil  oyster  bed.  Every  elli.rl  was  made 
on  the  instant  to  back  her  off,  but  witiiout  success, 
and  then  commenced  the  work  of  lightening  her  for» 
ward.  The  heavy  Paixhan  guns  were  transported 
from  the  forecastle  aft  to  the  main  transom,  the 
water  in  the  lorehold  started  and  the  provisions 
broke  out  and  sent  to  the  alter  part  of  the  berth 
deck;  the  bowers  of  one  of  the  waist  anchors  let 
go;  the  boats  were  hoisted  out,  and  immediate  pre- 
parations made  for  carrying  out  astern  the  larboard 
waist  anchor,  with  a  sufliciency  of  chain  cable  to 
heave  her  oil',  .\ci-ordingly,  the  ancJior  was  weigh- 
ed between  the  launch  and  lifeboat,  and  the  ihaiii 
coiled  away  in  the  b  itlom  of  the  launch,  under  the 
superintendence  of  lieutenant  IJor. un,  midalupnian 
Renshaw,  and  (he  boastwain. 


After  they  had  gone  about  two  hundred  yards 
astern  of  the  ship,  and  while  paying  out  the  chain  in 
twenty  fathoms  water,  preparatory  to  letting  go  the 
anchor,  the  heavy  chain  cable  began  to  run  out  with 
such  tremendous  force  that  it  carried  the  gunwale  of 
the  launch  under  water.  All  hands  instantly  sprung 
for  the  life  boat,  but  she  being  lashed  to  the  launch, 
was  likewise  carried  down  by  the  combined  weight 
of  the  anchor  and  men;  and,  in  a  moment,  about 
twenty-five  officers  and  seamen  were  struggling,  and 
many  vainly  struggling,  for  their  lives.  Happy  was 
it  for  those  who  were  carried  down  by  the  massive 
chain,  and  who  did  not  rise  again  to  caleh  one  last 
and  agonizing  look  at  the  bright  heavens  and  the 
coming  aid,  wliich  despair  whispered  could  not  reach 
them  in  time  to  save  them  from  sinking  beneath  the 
wave  which  must  roll  o'er  them  until  that  water 
shall  give  up  its  dead.  Im;nediately  every  boat  from 
the  sliip  was  rushing  to  the  rescue,  but  unfortunate- 
ly could  not  reach  the  drowning  men  until  many  had 
sunk  to  rise  no  more. 

Commander  Mackenzie,  with  his  boat's  crew,  re- 
scued midshipman  Renshaw  and  three  men;  but  poor 
B.irden,  the  noble,  warm-hearted,  deariy-luved  I'licnd 
of  all  wtfo  knew  him,  was  not  a  strong  swimmer, 
and  ere  the  boat  could  come  up  withhiin,  he  threw 
his  arms  ov3r  his  head,  and  sunk  to  rise  in  life  no 
more. 

A  general  gloom  pervades  the  ship,  fore  and  aft. 
When  it  was  known  beyond  a  doubt  that  Borden  was 
drowned,  there  was  not  a  dry  eye  among  his  friends 
and  associates,  messmates  and  brother  officers  as- 
sembled on  the  quarter-deck.  However  cfeeply  we 
may  deplore  the  loss  of  so  many  valuable  and  excel- 
lent men  besides  him,  yet  still  they  were  as  strang- 
ers to  us,  and  it  did  not  come  so  intimately  home  to 
our  feelings.  But,  indeed  it  was  a  dreadful  scene, 
and  one  that  will  never  be  efl'aced  from  my  mind's 
eye,  as  1  stood  on  the  taffrail  and  saw  a  number  of 
our  strongest  men  struggling  m  their  dying  agony, 
bubbling  the  water  from,  their  lips,  and  throwing 
aloft  their  arms  forsuocor.ere  they  sunk  beneath  the 
relentless  wave  forever. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  lost  in 
this  late  unfortunate  aifair  from  the  boat  of  the  Jlis- 
souri.  Lieut.  John  F.  Borden;  junior  masters,  Peter 
Hanson,  Iram  Lord,  seamen;  T.  Willis,  Jus.  Web- 
ster, John  Murphy.  B.  Dimmock,  Jas.  White,  Chas. 
Gibbs,  F.  A.  Gill,  Joseph  Nicholls,  James  May, 
Simon  Spero,  R.  Eliricks;  C.  Simpson,  E.  Fellows, 
colored  ward-room  boys. 

The  Mississippi  \kd  Missouri  steam  frioates. 
Contrary  to  the  impression  produced  at  the  moment 
of  the  departure  of  these  tine  vessels  from  our  har- 
bor last  week,  it  seems  from  the  annexed  letter  that 
die  Mississippi  proved  the  faster  vessel. 

Chesapeake  bay,  Sanday  aj'ltmoon,  .'Ipril  3,  1S43. 

To  tlie  editor  of  the  A'ttc  i'or/c  ,imcrican:  We  left 
New  York  on  Friday  morning,  the  Missi.ssippi  lead- 
ing the  Missouri  down  the  bay,  until  near  the  black 
buoy,  when  she  came  alongside  and  stopped  to  get 
sand.  We  stood  on  over  the  bar.  VVIkmi  the  Mis- 
souri came  out,  she  signalized  eleven  inciies  steam, 
twenty-five  inches  vacuum.  We  had  eleven  inches 
steam,  twenty-eight  inches  vacuum.  As  soon  as  our 
half-stroke,  which  had  broken,  was  repaired,  we  ran 
up  alongside,  ahead,  stopped,  turned  roinid,  and  led 
the  Missouri  every  way  during  the  trip. 

About  4  P.  M.  Saturday,  eapt.  Newton  signalized 
for  us  to  proceed,  as  his  exhaust  pi|K-  li.id  failed. 
We  ran  on,  carrying  from  9  to  10  inches  of  steam, 
2ti  inches  vacuum.  We  are  now  leading  the  Mis- 
souri under  steam  alone,  while  she  is  steaming  and. 
carrying  all  her  fore  and  aft  sails,  fore-sail,  and  I'oro- 
top-sail. 

The  Mississippi  is  not  to  be  beat  by  any  sea  steam- 
er, if  properly  sparred  and  rigged.  Had  not  the 
Missouri  lieen  in  company,  we  could  have  reached 
the  Chesapeake  early  on  Saturday  afternoon,  not- 
withstanding a  stitr  southwester  all  day  and  night;  at 
noon  we  were  running  12;  miles  per  log  an  hour, 
with  10  inches  steam,  '2^  vacuum,  making;  large  six- 
teen revolutions. 

P.  S.  Sunday,  4tli  2  P.  M.  W'e  are  running  12 
miles  per  ground  log,  and  by  the  pilot's  mark.s  irom 
light  boat  to.  light  boat,  L!;.  The  Alissouri  from  10 
to  12  miles  astcr;i. 

Commodore  James  Barron  has  been  ordered  to  the 
command  of  the  United  Stales  naval  a-jluinnear 
Philadelphia,  vice  commodore  James  Uiddio,  detach- 
ed. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says:  The  U.  S.  frigate  Con- 
titulioii  is  lining  for  sea  with  all  possible  desjialch, 
and  it  is  said  she'  could  be  sent  o  »ea  m  a  fortnight 
if  lar  oiriuers  and  crew  were  on  board.  The  crew 
miglit  s.H.n  be  supplied,  as  we  learn  ili.il  there  are 
4UU  men  .ma  h.^ys  on  board  the  i'l-niis)  !\  aula.  It  is 
rumored  that  capl.  Edward  11.  Shubrick  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  command. 
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Tlie  sloop  of  war  Falmoulh,  M'Inlosh,  arrived 
from  a  cruise  on  tiie  roast. 

Tlie  Vandalia,  destined  for  the  coastof  Africa,  has 
left  the  navy  yard  and  anchored  off  tlie  navy  hospital. 

It  appears  that  in  the  late  trip  from  New  Yoric  to 
the  Potomac,  the  war  steamer  JMississippi  proved  lier- 
self  a  mucli  faster  boat  than  her  consort,  the  Mis- 
souri. The  engine  and  apparatus  of  the  former  was 
constructed  after  the  model  of  British  steamers.  The 
Missouri's  American  models. 

Irov  steamer.  The  bill  authorising  1!ic  construc- 
tion of  an  iron  steamer  by  Mr.  Robert  J.  Stevens,  of 
New  York,  passed  both  houses  of  congress  with  great 
unanimity  last  week.  A  report  made  by  the  naval 
committee  thus  speaks  of  this  vessel: 

The  steamer  is  to  be  shot  and  shell  proof;  the  en- 
gine and  propelling  apparatus  are  to  be  so  placed  as 
that  the  latter  shall  be  submerged,  and  the  whole  en- 
gine out  of  the  way  of  shot  from  the  vessel  of  an  en- 
emy. Her  guns  to  he  large  and  to  be  adapted  to  both 
shot  and  shell,  and  her  burden  not  less  than  l.oUO 
tons.  Mr.  Stevens'  vessel,  says  the  report,  will  pos- 
sess many  advantages  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to 
detail.  Some  of  them,  however,  will  be  briefly  ad- 
verted to.  She  will  scarcely  present  a  vulnerable 
point  to  the  lire  of  the  enemy,  while  those  construct-_ 
ed  on  the  old  method  have  a  large  surface  exposed. 
The  hull  being  low,  will  render  it  dilhcult  to  hit  her; 
whereas  the  lofty  sides  of  a  seventy-four  will  make 
her  a  fair  mark.  Being  able  to  approach  within 
point  blank  shot,  she  can  fire  shells  and  grape  shot 
into  the  large  port  holes  of  her  antagonist,  with  ter- 
rific effect.  The  thinness  of  her  bulwarks  (only  4;, 
inches  thick)  will  make  a  very  small  opening  for  the 
gun  necessary,  and  this  is  to  be  effectually  protected 
by  a  drop  curtain  of  the  same  material  as  the  sides 
of  the  ship;  so  that,  in  truth,  her  men  will  be  harJIy 
exposed  to  danger.  She  will  combine  nearly  all  (he 
advantages  of  a  ship  and  battery,  being  a  kind  of 
floating  iron  fort,  and  having  no  vital  points  exposed, 
such  as  spars,  sails,  &.c.  She  will  be  free  from  acci- 
dents, then,  which  oftentimes  render  a  vessel  unma- 
nageable. Hollow  shot  or  shell  will  burst  in  pieces 
against  the  walls  of  this  steamer,  which,  if  made  of 
wood,  they  would  penetrate,  doing  as  much  damage 
as  round  shot,  and,  if  they  exploded,  mucli  more. 

The  Court  Martial  which  has  been  in  session 
for  some  time  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  engaged  in 
trying  Capt.  Clack,  have  concluded  his  case  and  for- 
warded tlieir  decision  to  the  department.  The  re- 
sult lias  not  yet  transpired. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Columbia,  Capt.  Parker  anchor- 
ed in  Hampton  Roads  on  the  12th  inst.  from  a  cruise 
of39  days,  all  well.  On  the  7th  spoke  the  U.S. 
schooner  Dolphin  off  the  Capes,  all  well. 

The  brig  Truxton  was  to  be  launched  from  the 
navy  yard  at  Portsmouth  on  the  l4lh  inst. 

7'lie  Missouri,  T.  T.  Newton,  commander,  lately 
aground  off  Fort  Tobacco  on  the  Potomac,  has  been 
g"t  off  and  reached  Greenleaf  Point  Wasliington  city 
en  the  13th,  witli  the  steamer  Mississippi,  W.  D. 
Salter,  commander. 

ST.4TES   OF    THE    I'iVION. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

BY    HIS    EXCELLENCY    SAMDEL    WARD    KING, 

Gouernoj",  aipUdn  general,   and  coiuinatidei--in-cJiief  of 
the  state  of  Rhode  hland  and  Providence  Plantations. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  sundry  persons,  citizens  of  this  state,  or 
residents  within  the  same,  are  conspiring  and  confe- 
derating to  usurp  the  government  thereof — are  de- 
ceiving and  seducing  honest  and  well-meaning  citi- 
zen'^, under  various  pretences,  to  engage  in  said  cri- 
minal enterprise,  contrary  to  the  laws  in  such  cases 
made  and  provided. 

^Itid  wkererts  the  general  assembly  of  our  said 
state,  at  the  session  liolden  on  the  fourtii  Monday  of 
March  last,  passed  and  enacted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

'•Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  issue  his  proclamation  to  the  good  people 
of  tills  state,  exhorting  tliem  to  give  no  aid  or  coun- 
tenance to  those  who,  in  violation  of  the  lav/,  may 
attempt  to_^ct  up  a  government  in  opposition  to  the  ex- 
isting government  of  thisstate,  and  calling  upon  them 
to  support  the  constituted  authorities  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  peace,  and  in  the  execution  of 
those  laws  on  which  tlie  security  of  all  depends." 

I  do,  therefore,  issue  this  my  proclamation,  warn- 
ing and  admonishing  all  faithful  citizens  who  have 
been  led,  without  due  knowledge  or  consideration,  to 
participate  in  the  said  unlawful  enterprise,  to  witii- 
draw  from  the  same  without  delay;  and  requiring 
also  all  whomsoever,  engaged  or  concerned  in  the 
sauie,  to  cease  ail  further  proceedings  therein,  as  they 
will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril.     .\nd  I  here- 


by enjoin  and  require  all  judges,  justices  of  the 
peace,  sheriffs,  deputy  sheriffs,  and  constables,  and 
all  military  officers,  within  their  respective  depart- 
ments, and  according  to  their  several  functions,  to 
be  vigilant  and  firm  in  detecting  and  bringing  to  con- 
dign punishment  all  persons  engaged  or  concerned  in 
such  enterprise. 

And,  furthermore,  I  do  hereby  exhort  all  the  good 
people  of  this  slate,  that  they  give  no  countenance  to 
said  unlawful- enterprise,  but  that  they  do  by  their 
advice  and  example,  aid  and  support  the  civil  autho- 
rity in  its  exertions  to  suppress  all  unlawful  com- 
binations, and  maintain  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
state. 

in  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  sea!  of 
said  state  to  be. affixed  to  these  presents,  and 
have  signed  the  same  with  my  hand.  Given 
[l.  s.]  at  the  city  of  Providence  on  the  fourth  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tliousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the 
sixty-sixth. 

SAMUEL  WARD  KING. 

By  his  excellency's  command: 

Ile.ni-y  Brown,  secretary  of  fitate- 

The  annexed  article  from  the  Providence  Journal 
will  shov/  what  is  the  issue  in  Rhode  Island,  and  on 
which  side  is  the  right. 

The  Right.— To  Editors  Mroad. 

From  the  tone  of  many  of  the  papers  in  other 
states,  it  is  presumed  the  true  question  at  issue  in 
Rhode  Island,  between  the  government  of  the  state 
and  a  portion  of  the  people  on  one  hand,  and  anoth- 
er portion  of  the  people  on  the  other  liand,  is  not 
clearly  and  distinctly  understood.  The  papers  to 
which  we  allude,  treat  the  matter  as  though  the  pre- 
sent existing  controversy  was  between  those  who 
demand  an  extension  of  suffrage,  and  a  written  con- 
stitution, and  those  who  oppose  both,  and  determine 
to  maintain  the  old  charter  forin  of  government 
through  all  time,  and  at  all  hazards.  Such  is  not  the 
case. 

The  very  men  who  opposed  the  party  which  wage 
war  against  the  government — the  very  men  who 
stood  by  the  government  for  its  support — liave  just 
voted  for  a  conslitution  which,  had  it  been  adopted, 
would  have  extended  the  right  of  suffrage  to  every 
native  born  citizen  of  the  United  States,  resident  in 
this  state  for  two  years,  and  being  twenty -one  years 
of  age  and  upwards;  and  that,  even  without  so  much 
as  a  tax's  qualitication.  Had  the  other  party  accept- 
ed that  constitution,  which  the  arislocrals,  as  its 
friends  are  so  significantly  called  by  others,  laboured 
so  earnestly  and  zealously  to  have  done,  it  would,  at 
the  approaching  election,  have  thrown  the  entire  po- 
litical and  civil  power  of  the  stale,  and  the  city  of 
Providence,  at  once  into  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
rejected  it.  And  why  was  it  rejected?  It  was  a  con- 
stitution prepared  and  given  out  by  a  convention  du- 
ly called  under  the  sanction  of  the  legal  authorities 
of  the  state.  It  conceded  more  than  the  advocates 
of  an  extended  suffrage  had  ever  demanded.  Not 
only  so,  but  the  convention  that  framed  it  had  been 
called,  though  not  formed,  before  tlie  call  had  gone 
out  for  the,  so  called,  people's  convention.  To 
contravene  the  doings  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
to  render  nugatory  the  doings  of  the  legal  conven- 
tion, the  call  lor  the  people's  convention  was  issued 
after  the  call  for  the  other,  and  the  delegates  to  it 
chosen  before  tiie  election  of  delegates  to  the  other. 
And  the  people's  constitution  was  given  out,  and 
pretendedly  adopted,  before  the  legal  convention  had 
closed  its  labors,  and  before  it  was  known,  or  would 
be  known,  what  the  result  of  those  labors  would  be. 

The  true  issue  bctv/een  tiie  parties  is,  not  whether 
the  non-freeholder  shall  or  shall  not  have  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  That  he  shall,  has  already  been  de- 
cided by  the  vote  on  the  constitution;  because  those 
who  voted  against  the  constitution,  and  those  who 
voted  for  it.  are  alike  in  favor  of  an  extended  suf- 
frage; and  the  measure  v.'iU  be  carried  out:  The 
true  reason  why  the  late  proposed  conslitution  was 
rejected  is,  not  the  demerits  of  the  instrument  itself, 
but  the  fact  of  its  not  being  the  offspring  of  tlie  party 
that  rejected  it;  for  they  have  frequently  avowed 
that  they  would  vote  against  it,  even  were  it  v>'ord 
for  word  like  tiiat  they  had  already  sanctioned.  This 
declaration,  and  the  principle  it  contains  is  well 
known  to  have  pervaded  the  body  of  our  opponents 
at  large,  sets  the  matter  in  its  true  light  They  will 
abide  by  no  constitution,  but  one  of  their  own  crea- 
tion, unless  compelled  by  circumstances  beyond  their 
control.  And,  while  (he  government  of  the  state, 
and  the  voters  under  the  laws  of  the  state,  have  held 
out  the  offer  of  concession  on  legal  grounds,  the  op- 
posing party  have  spurned  those  conditions,  laughed 
at  the  laws,  treated  the  proposed  concession  with 
scorn  and  contempt,  planted  themselves  firmly  on  re- 
volutionary ground,  boldly  declared  that  they  will 
accept  no  compromise,  and    that,  by  physical  force, 


if  necessary  to  their  object,  they  will  overthrow  the 
existing  government,  and  erect  their  own  on  its 
ruins.  This  is  the  true  state  of  the  case  as  it  actu- 
ally exists;  and  it  docs  appear  extraordinary  if  peo- 
ple in  other  states  are  acquainted  with  the  facts,  that 
they  shouhl,  for  a  moment,  deem  it  expedient  or  right 
to  encourage  a  spirit  that  not  only  spurns  the  re- 
straints of  existing  laws,  but  seeks  to  rend,  and  tram- 
gle  on  the  social  bonds  which  constitute  the  only 
ground  of  law  and  safety  to  any  community. 

ONE  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Wo  sec  'oy  the  Providence  Journal,  from  which 
the  above  article  is  taken,  that  a  ticket  lias  been  no- 
minated composed  of  leading  politicians  of  both 
sides,  to  be  voted  for  at  the  election  next  Wednes- 
day.    The  following  are  tlie  names: 

For  Governor. — Samuel  Ward   King,  of  Johnston. 

For  Lieuknant  Governor. — Nathaniel  Bullock,  of 
Bristol. 

For  Senators. — James  Fenner,  of  Providence:  Eli- 
sha  Mathewson,  of  Scituate;  Hezekiah  liosworth,of 
Warren;  Elisiia  R.  Potter,  of  South  Kingstown; 
Jeffrey  Davis,  of  Xoith  Kingstown,  Thomas  T. 
Hazard,  of  W.  Greenwich;  Sessions  Mowry,  of 
Sniithfield;  David  Durfee,  of  Tiverton;  Elisha  Har- 
ris, of  Coventry;  Edward  W.  Lawton,  of  Newport. 

.ttlorncy  General. — Albert  C.  Greene. 

Secretary  of  State. — Henry  Bowen. 

General  Treasurer. — Stephen  Cahoone. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  following  decision  has  just  been  made  at 
Charleston,  (S.  C.)  before  the  Recorder's  court: 

"Early  in  February  last,  the  crew  (twenty-tv/o  in 
number)  of  the  British  ship  .inn  Halt,  J.  F.  L.  Or- 
ritl,  master,  after  examination,  were  committed  to 
the  jail  of  this  city,  by  B.  C.  Pressley,  esq.  magis- 
trate, at  the  instance  of  the  British  Consul,  on  a 
charge  of  mutiny- on  the  high  seas,  they  having  seiz- 
ed and  confined  the  master  with  nand-cuffs  and  a 
straight  jacket,  on  the  allegation  of  his  intoxication 
or  insanity.  On  the  clearance  of  the  .ftm  Hall  for 
Liverpool,  on  the  IStli  ult.,  the  master  made  oath  be- 
fore a  magistrate  that  he  considered  his  own  life  and 
the  safety  of  the  ship  would  be  endangered,  if  he 
should  attempt  to  carry  home,  in  any  way,  whether 
at  large  or  under  restraint,  ten  of  the  crew,  who 
were  therefore  left  behind  in  jail;  the  British  Con- 
sul intending  to  keep  them  in  prison,  to  await  in- 
structions from  the  British  secretary  of  state,  as  to 
the  steps  to  be  taken  in  order  to  bring  tiiem  to  trial. 
Last  week,  these  seamen  were  brought  before  the 
Hon.  Jacob  Axson,  recorder  of  the  city,  on  habeas 
corpus,  to  obtain  their  discharge;  and,  yesteaday,  his 
honor  delivered  his  opinion,  discharging  the  prison- 
ers, on  the  ground  that  in  the  eibsence  of  any  treaty 
slijfulation  to  that  effect  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain,  tliere  was  no  authority  to  arrest  or  detain  tliem 
as  fugitives  from  justice.  Tiie  case  for  the  prisoners 
i\as  conducted  by  James  H.  Elliott  and  William  J. 
Grayson,  Jr.,esqs.  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul 
was  represented  by  James  M.  Walker,  esq. 

a  I  S  f  E  L  L  A  N  E  O  I'  e. 


From  tlie  Richmond  Enquirer,  ji/iril  12. 

Mr.  Espy  has  just  returned  from  Norfolk,  which 
he  was  requested  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
visit,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  practice  one  of 
his  simple  yet  useful  inventions.  It  is  intended  to 
clear  the  sh'ips  of  the  United  States  from  their  foul 
air.  The  result  is  stated  in  the  following  expose. — 
We  are  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  making  it 
public; 

JSspy's  Conical  VentUatm: 

This  is  a  contrivance  which -effects  the  follor/ing 
highly  important  purposes:  It  prevents  all  chimneys 
from  smoking,  which  smote  only  when  the  wind 
blows.  It  draws  out  all  the  foul  air  from  the  hold  of 
ships,  when  the  wind  blows,  even  to  the  amount  of 
several  hundred  thousand  gallons  an  hour,  when 
there  is  a  fresh  breeze.  It  ventilates  hospitals,  coal 
mines,  and  all  places  subject  to  foul  air,  and  keeps 
tiiem  entirely  pure.  It  increases  the  draft  of  loco- 
motives and  steamboats,  especially  with  a  head  wind. 
It  has  lately  been  put  on  one  of  the  chimneys  of  the 
U.  S.  senate  chamber,  and  it  appears  when  all  the 
other  chimneys  puff  dov\'n  the  smoke  and  ashes  into 
the  cliamber,  as  they  do  sometimes  when  the  wind 
blows,  the  one  furnished  with  the  ventilator  produces 
a  draft  upv/ard,  stronger  as  the  wind  increases  ia 
force. 

When  put  on  the  ship  of  war,  the  Pennsylvania  at 
Norfolk,  it  drew  up  balls  of  cotton  from  the  hold  and 
passed  them  through  a  canvass  bag  2  feet  in  diameter 
and  3IJ  feet  long  to  the  deck  in  5  seconds,  thus  prov- 
ing that  the  whole  of  the  air  in  the  ship  would,  with 
a  fresh  breeze,  be  changed  many  times  a  day.  We 
have  seen  a  certificate  of  the  commodore  of  the  sta- 
tion, Shubrick,  speaking  of  the  -'great  importance  of 
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thi3  discovery  to  ships  of  war  in  preserving  the  tim- 
bers from  decay,  and  the  crews  from  disease. 

Mr.  Espy  also  invented  a  means  for  cxtractmg  lou 
air  from  sliips  and  mines,  and  in  lime  of  c^alm;  and  i 
was  found  that  even  a  stronger  current  of  air  could 
be  made  to  run  up  the  canvass  ba2;hy  the  power  ol  a 
single  man,  than  existed  in  the  former  case  with  a 
breeze,  such  a  current  as  would  carry  up  silk  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  even  hats.  V/e  have  not  seen  a  de- 
scription of  this  machine,  but  we  understand  it  will 
cost  oiilv  a  few  dollars.  We  have  seen  a  letter  from 
Capt.  Skinner  of  the  Pennsylvania,  to  Mr.  tspy, 
written  after  the  Conical  Ventilator  had  proved  itselt 


Ak  uovr  in  a  powDEi;  MILL.  There  are  com- 
paratively few,  even  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pittsburgh, 
who  have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  and  varie- 
ty of  the  various  manufactures  which  are  earned  on 
amongst  us.  In  pursuance  of  a  determination  to  do 
what  we  could  to  render  these  belter  known,  we  paid 
a  visit  the  other  dav,  by  way  of  commencement, 
to  the  Gunpowder  manufactory  of  Mr.  Andrew 
Watson,  and  the  following  is  a  faint  account  of  what 
we  saw.  .       i   J  41, 

The  Pittsburgh  powder  mills  are  situated  on  the 
north  bank  of  tlie  Mononguhela,  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  city.     For  the  purpose  of  lessen- 


disasters  attaining  explosion,  the  buildings 
1  each  of  the  many 
subject  before  it  is 


successa,]  in  time  of  a  freeze,  staUns^oJVJr.^E|W,|  iiigtl;<^ ——^-'-  iVMassaehu;etts,thirteen  in  New  HampslMre>iir 


account  of  the  manufacture,  but  we  trust  sufficient 
has  been  said  to  give  our  readers  some  notion  of  it. 
We  were  struck  in  our  walks  through  this  manufac- 
tory with  the  few  workmen  employed,  when  compar- 
ed with  the  extent  of  the  works  and  the  amount  pro- 
duced. Steam  is  the  never  trying  agent,  man  but  the 
guiding  spirit.  Mr.  Watson,  the  intelligent  proprie- 
tor has  our  best  thanks  for  his  patient  explanations, 
and  our  best  wishes  for  the  success  which  his  skill, 
ina:enuitv  and  enterprise  so  eminently  deserve. 

[PUIS.  Jlin. 

SURVIVORS  OF   BUNKER  HILL  BATTLE. 
Thirty-five  are  now  known;  of  whom   twelve  reside 


the  immense  additional  advantai,^  ...-  '  ,  .   ,  I -'  "     ,  •  v  .u     ~    i„-i„i  i= 

.1  -e  \  r^  ,.-«.. 1^1  rrt.3b/>  1  rnntriv'incp   wluch    nroccsses  to  wtiicn  mc  maieriai  is 

would  EeZ  nil    efficnt'fdrawng out  the  foul  air   Lned  out  in  the  form  with   which  the  world   is  but 
rtleofc'   ms^.     Th^^^^^^  familiar,  is   performed  in  a  separate   building. 

Commodore  Shubriek.     As   soon    as   the  want  was   These  buildings  are  of  stone,  and  are  conncctea  toge- 
kiiown,  Mr.  Espy  was  ready  to  supply  if,  the  machine,  ther  by  a  railway.  , 

was  accordingly  made,  and  proved  to  be  triumphant-       jj^i  jq  begin  at  the  beginning.     Good   gunpowder, 
Ij  successful.  I  such  as  Mr.  Watson  makes,  requires  good  charcoal. 


New  York,  three  in  Vermont,  two  in  Maine,  and  one 
in  Connecticut.  The  oldest  is  Jolm  Slade  of  Brook- 
field,  Vt.  96,  and  the  youngest  Ebenczer  Spanlding, 
uf  Dover,  Maine,  83.  {'rroxj  V/liig. 

UXCAS  THE  MOHEOAN.  There  is  a  spot  on 
theljanksof  the  Yantic,  near  the  junction  of  that 
beautiful  river  with  the  Shctuekct,  where  their  unil- 


CoTTON  IN  Ikdi-.  Justly  ai.pvchcnsive  of  the  ef- 
fect upon  public  opinion  in  the  south,  of  the  recent 
statements,  in  reference  to  tlie  rapid  increase  of  the 
amount  of  cotton  grown  in  the  East  Indies,  an  etlort 
is  now  making  to  show  that,  o.ving  to  disadvantages 
of  soil  and  climafe,  it  can  never  be  cultivated  m  suf- 
ficient quantities  to  drive  the  American  cotton  from 
the  England  market.  And  this  nurely  speculative  be- 
lief—founded  as  it  is  on  the  failure  ol  a  single  crop, 
which  may  occur  here  as  well  as  tljere— is  to  be 
used  as  an  argument  to  influence  our  commercial 
policy  towards  Great  Britain, 
her  energetic  efforts  to  produce 
that  if  she  does  nul  rvin  us,  it  u-ilt 

thrown  insimnomtablevh^icul'M.  , 

not  because  she  does  ncldesirc  tlu  a      irj'ii  I.Mtm  ij  tiua  ^  "■»'o  ^    t, ,     .. 
object.     But  is  it  true  that  the  American  cotton  plan- 
ter has  nothing  to  dread  from  East  India  competr 
tion?     Let  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 


ore  also  on  the  premises  plantations  of  sycamore  for 
hoop  poles,  which  yield  about  5,000  per  year,  per 
quarter  acre.  From  the. plantations  we  went  to  the 
steam  engine.  And  liere  the  dread  of  fire  which  ha- 
bit has  made  a  second  nature  to  the  powder  maker. 


tribes.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  that 
"ever  lay  out  doors,"  and  in  the  year  1333,  the  citi- 
zens of  Norwich  determined  upon  erecting  a  monu- 
ment over  the  grave  of  the  gallant  Mohcgan  in  com- 
mcmmoration,  not  only  of  his  good  deeds,  but  as  a 


has  suggested  a  number  of  ingenious  contrivances  to  j  lasting  memento  ol  the  race  to  wliicU  he  oelongea 
prevent'its  coming  into  contact  with  the  "villainous  j  The  corner  stone  of  the  monument  was  laid  in  due 
saltpetre  "  I  fom^  and  with  appropriate  ceremonies  by  Gen.  Cass 

The  smoke  from  the  fires  under  the  boilers  is  con-   during  the  visit  of  Gen.  Jackson  to  this  place  in  the 
vcved  under  Kro,'^,dson^e  300  feet,  and  then  by  a   year  above  mentioned.     The  corner  stone,  however 
eh  mneyeO  feet  high  it  is  carried  off,  at  a   supposed  U"rmountecl    by   V'i"'^  ,''^1' 1  f ,1"'  'i  '  t?  s  ^ 
"-"."'.■;  ""         T„  :iirs,.tlv,  ih,.  nnnnsitedirpclion    the    much  all  that /ms' been  laid  from  that  time  to   this  — 
has  ^hown,by'sa«d,umee  ^ndn^  a^^^^  ,,^^  ,        ,  ,„,,,  ,H,      i,y 

team  '"^1,  Ltant  from   the   place   of;  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand  within  a  year  ortwo 

,,  „„.|  Uie  last  Processes-^ch  ^,-,^J,^^^^,^er  un- ,  pas^  and^  w<,  a^  „,„  be  completed 

atla"ched  to  it,  each  30  inches  in  diameter,  and  2-2  feet  I  the  ensuing  season. 
S  inches  long,  and  consumes  about  45  bushels  of  coil  | 
per  day. 


01  Ion   for  herself, 

,'  ,,'i:     dulnrc  /ins   to  the  engine,   whic 


past,  and  we  are  gratified  to  learn  through  the  "Nor- 
■"■"■■'  '  will  be  complete-' 

[*V.  Y.  Courier. 

APPORTIONMENT   BILL.      The   following 


much  less  cost.     I  can  lure  live  nu.i   Here  lor   wnai :  soon  as  nis  arrangements  lor  uiu.  pu,po,e  ....  u.  »-    ^^^^  ^^_  every  sixty-eight  thousand    persons  in  each 

would  be  paid  iu  Georgia  for  a  M-.leen  year  old  boy, ;  fected.  computed  according  to  the   rule  prescribed  hy 

and  as  maiuj  day  lahurers  as  I n-anl  at  fire  cents  a  day,  ■       v\'e   followed  the  charcoal  into  the  "compounding!    ^^  constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  sav: 

ndfind  theiii'.elveB,  and  rent  only  costs  y.^  35  an  acre,    house."     Here  after  having  been  crushed  between    jyj^.^g  ^    r^^  g,  ^^^^  Hampshire  4,  [51  Massachu- 

'  ■  '"'  --'A,.  _.J >■ •■     -1,  [6] 


and"  aggravated  by  the  embarrassments  of  the  na- j  done  to  condense  the  powder  into  a  solid  subs  ance, 
^irniaUrcasury  and  the  derangement  of  the  currency.  The  cakes  or  slabs  are  then  taken  to  another  bu.ld- 
and  demand  instant  measures  of  relief  and  corree-   >nK  «nd  passed  through   a  pair  of  coarsely  grooved 

.      "^""" '"  I  rollers,  which  break  it  up  into  small  lumps.     Ihis 

^'°Resolved,  That  the  grave,  complicated,  and  in- 1  is  the  first  process  of  "graining."  These  lumps 
creas°ng  causes  of  diseonte;it  wilJi  Great  Britain,  »>■«  then  placed  on  shelves  m  a  room  heated  hy 
?™tively  demand  on  the  part  of  the  executive  '  seam  lor  the  purpose  of  being  partially  died  wl  en 
™e  wisest  caution,  and  tho  adaption  by  congress  of,  t  icy  are  again  passed  through  various  roller^  unt  1 
such   measures  as  will  place  the  country  in  a  proper!   he   "='*"-"l   "S7'»"   >s   obtained,      irom     ho   rol- 

,,-(   i"  nf  delEnce  1  Icrs  the  gunpowder,  as  it  may  now  be  termed,  passes 


ccssari 
vernme 
rend 

of  prominent  and  primary  importance.  |      rj.^^  remainder  is  placed  in  barrels,  about  350  lbs. 

Resolved,  That  the  ratio  of  rcprcijcntation  should :  |n  each,  which  are  made  rapidly  to  revolve  for  tlie 

be  established  by  congress  at  the  earlist  moment  con- 1  purpose  of  "glazing"  it.     But  one  operation  now  re- 

sistent  with   attention  to  more   important  and  press-   mains,  and  that  is  the  final  drving,  which  is  clh-ctcd 


ing  interests. 

Jlesolvrd,  That  this  meeting  has  observed  with  gra- 
tification that  ihc  representatives  from  this  city  have 
kept  aloof  from  the  discussion  of  those  irritating 
questions  so  alien  to  the  true  interests  of  the  country. 


ill  the  manner  wc  lijive  before  described.     It 


Ih. 


STf..\M 


KET  FROM  BEI.CilllM.       AboUt  six  mOUlllS 

membercil,  the   Belgian  authorities 


taken  to  the  packing  house,  and  from  that  lo  the  "ma-    ago,  it  may  he   rememOerc.  ,  inc   j»-  g.a    ••■;■,■"'■  ."^ 

gazine,"  which  is  a  lire  proof  building  at  a  long  dis-   purchased  the  steam  packet    i-"'";'' ';i''\':  V  '"J,  " 

tunee  from  tho  rest  of  the  works.  between  the  ports  of  ^^"V^^'.^.tloi   nLe  -^^^^d  will 

We  cannot  in  a  newspaper  article  eive  a  minute '  steamer  is  now  lying  at  the  former  place  ana  w. 


inif^wiUiout  Vegard'irp'o'iit'ical  p'ariies'l  was  held"at    "a  mixing  barrel,"  which  is"  made  to  revolve 36  times  j  K,,,;t,',cky  lo;  [13]  Ohio  23,  [19]  Indiano  10,  [7]  Illi^ 
Phi'ladclphia  on  the  5th  inst.  at  which  it  was  per  muuite.  j  „ois  7_  ^^^   Missouri  5,  [2]  Arkansas  1,   [1]  Michi- 

Resolced,  That  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  meeting       From  the  mixing  barrel  it  is  taken   to  the  "mill-l  gan  3,  [1.] 
that  the  subjects  of  debate  which    have   engrossed  a  |  house"  where  4  large  rollers  of  cast  iron   weigiiing]      We^lave  placed  in  brackets  the  number  of  rcprc- 
lar"e  portion  of  the  time  and  attention  of  congress, '  250  lbs.  each,  of  the  shape  of  millstones,  placed  on '  seutatives  in  each  state  allowed  by  the  existing  law. 

are'not  of  a  character  to  advance  the  bests  interests  ;  end,  chase  each  other  round  a  cast  iron  circle  weigh- 1  

of  the  nation.  |  '"S  TO.OOOlbs.     Under  these  rollers  it  is  crushed  for|      ,pj_j£  DRUMMER  BOY  OF  LUNDY'S  LANE. 

"  ■   :  frontier 

imentary 
rclat-. 
toccurred 
the  lialt'l'eof  Lundy's  Lane  in  the  last  war:  III 
the  very  midst  of  the  battle  his  attention  was  arrest- 
ed by  observing  at  a  little  distance  where  a  whole 
company  of  rillemen  had  just  been  cut  down  by  the 
terrible  fire  of  the  enemy,  three  drummer  hoys  quai-- 
relling  for  a  single  drum,  all  that  was  left  to  them. 
Soon  the  two  stronger  ones  went  to  "fisticuffs," 
while  the  third  quietly  folded  his  arms,  awaiting  the 
issue  of  the  contest.  M  thai  moment  a  cannon  ball 
struck  the  boys,  and  killed  them  both.  With  one 
bound  the  little  fellow  caught  the  drum  from  be- 
tween them  and  with  a  shout  of  triumph,  and  a  loud 
"tattoo,"  dashed  forward  to  the  tliickcst  of  the 
fi^ht."  Said  the  general,  "1  so  admired  the  little 
soldier  that  1  rode  alter   him  and  inquired  his  name,' 

which  was ,  and  directed  him  lo  find  mo  at  the 

close  of  the  battle,  but  1  never  saw  him  afterwards. 
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out  any  example  in  this  or  any  other  country,  in  this 
or  nny  other  age.  Never  did  any  legislative  body  as- 
semble with  a  majority  more  disposed  to  perform  its 
whole  duty  towards  the  country  than  the  present 

ress;  but  it  has  been  thwarted  and  cirrumvented,  \  tioiVt'o  Afr 


commence  her  trips  the  present  spring.  The  follow- 
ina;  brief  sketch  of  the  views  and  proceedings  of  the 
Beijian  t;ovcr|iment  in  the  matter,  which  we  find  in 
the  Boston  Post,  may  not  be  uninstructive: 

It  appears,  that  prior  to  the  separation  of  Holland 
and  Belgiiurii,  the  woollen, and  cotton  manufacturers 
of  the  latter  country  were  exceedingly  prosperous, 
the  principal  market  being  found  in  the  Dutch  pro- 
vinces of  the  united  kingdom.  The  Belgic  revolu- 
tion vvas  loudly  welcomed  in  England,  and  public 
sympathy  was  carefully  fostered  by  the  English  min- 
istry; not  from  motives  of  philanthropy,  as  the  Bel- 
gians do  not  now  hesitate  to  declare,  but  in  accord- 
ance with  the  cunning  policy  of  a  government  which 
has  always  some  fine  plea  at  its  command  to  conceal 
its  under  current  of  self  aggrandizement.  .M  any 
rate  such  has  been  the  result  with  respect  to  Bel- 
gium, her  home  market  of  Holland  having  been 
since  almost  exclusively  supplied  with  tiie  woollens 
and  cottons  of  England.  The  consequence  has  Ijeen 
that  Belgium  manufactures  have  gradualiy  wilted 
away.  Two  years  after  the  revolution,  the  cotton 
manufactiire  employed  122,000  men,  at  an  annual 
production  of  eighty-four  millioii  of  francs — in  1840, 
only  50,000  men  were  employed  m  this  branch,  and 
the   annual  value  of  their  labor  had  fallen  to  forly 

mJ/Zioii  of  francs.     The  mean  annual  exports  of  Bel-   -         -      ■=        ,.■.■•  f-  u.i       u 

gium  for  the  last  seven  vears,  amount    to    only  9.59    dependence  and  the  pal"0  'sm  which  they  ha^e  uni- 
millions,  while  the  imporlalions  have  averaged  1212    formly  displayed,  amidst  all  the  surrounding  tempta- 


.\VE    TUA»E. 


From  the  IJiiff,ilo  .hhertiser,  .March  29. 
The  author  of  the  present  British  schemes,  in  rela- 
,T  •.  ■  I  ,  ■  u  V  ,  "On  to  Africa,  is  Mr.  James  iMcQtjiN,  of  London,  who, 
hen  it  should  have  met  with  nothing  but  cordial  ^^  f^^  years  shiL'c,  published  the  whole,  in  a  volume 
co-operation  and  support.  And  it  so  happens  that  of  ^  ^,,g  geography  of  Africa.  By  this  work  the 
all  the  members  composing  the  body,  no  one  was  ho- 1  3|,f|,o|.  g|,„„.j  il,athe  has  been  engaged  upon  this 
nored  with  a  larger  share  of  executive  enmily  than  1  ,u],j^(.j  fo^  „^q^,.,  ||,an  twenty  years,  i'he  measures 
have  been;  for  no  other  reason  than  that!  preferred  ,|^j^  j^g  recommends,  and  the"  plans  that  he  forms 
to  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  just  wishes  of  the  peo-  .^j.^,  jj^g  j.3„,g  ,,,  i^^^^  subsequently  adopted  by  the 
pie  rather  than  conform  to  the  caprices  of  a  weak,  British  governnHuit,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Bu.xtos. 
vaccinating,  and  faithless  chief  magistrate.  Under  rj.^^  author  makes  no  appeals  to  philanthropy— no 
such  circumstances,  I  perceived  no  adequate  motive  pretensions  to  humanity,  but  goes  boldly  and  direct- 
to  restrain  me  from  executing  ray  Ion",  cherished  ]y  fur  augmentation  of  empire,  and  of  wealth!  Ho 
wish  to  retire  into  private  lite.  Indeed,!  found  con-  ^,  .^  England  "must  put  down  the  African  foreign 
solation  in  the  hope,  that  ray  absence  from  the  public  r^^.f.  ,y,^,  n  sj.^,.,.  ir^jg^  „,.  jj  ,„iUpia  dairn  England 
councils  may  remove  one  obstruction  with  the  exe-  '■-.-•  ... 
cntive  in  concurring  in  measures  of  public  relief, 
wliich  may  be  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  congress. 

I  have  always  regretted  the  existence  of  the  ano- 
maly, by  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  are  de- 
prived of  any  practical  voice  in  the  affairs  of  the  na-  ^^p^j  source  of'  strength — the  sheet  anchor  of  Great 


that  is,  redtirc  h 
It    will,  and  sp. 

■  :o  the  rank  vf 
■dilv  too,    erubl 

and  destroy  uU   her 

great  colonial  ia 
til  the  British  ni 

«T.-./s."  Again 
iu,try,  he  says 

addres-ing  himself 
'■Colonies,  my  lord, 

more  especially 

'rvpical  colonieSy 

ever  have  been  the 

whose  seat  of  government  it  is.     K  is  a  priva-    jj^.j^^jj,^  ;„   jlic   hour  of   the   greatest  dange 


d  of  tlr 


tion  for  which  I  trust  some  adequate  remedy  will  be  

ultimately  found.     In  the  mean  time,  Itake  pleasure    jiVitain,  in  fa 
in   hearing  testimony  to  the  manly  character,  the  in 


The 


nillions.     Belgic  ni; 
low  ebb,  as  indicated  by  these  statistics,  no 


^t  a  j  tions 


an  they 


I  hope  my  apology  for  not  accepting  your  kind  in- 


for  various  reasons  be  introduced  into  the  European  [  vitalion  will  be  received    in  the  same  friendly  spi;  it 
markets,     (n  this  difficulty,  the  Belgic  ministry  turn 


jc  of  the  Iropieal  world,  gave  G. 

ommand  of  tlie  trade  of  the  civi- 
lized world,  nn:.'iri7/i  it,  the  supremacy  of  the  v.'orld." 
So  much  for  the  motive  which  prompts  "British  ac- 
li.-n,"  in  this  matter:  and  now  for  the  plan  of  ac- 
CMmplishment.  I  quote  again:  "Granting  that  the 
navigation  of  tlip  Niger  was  interrupted  at  Broussa, 
bv  reason  of  rapi  Is  or  rocks  rising  amiu-t  the  stream; 


cd  their  attention  to  America  as   early  as  1S38 
opened    negotiations  with  several    port 


in  which  it  is  ofii.-red;  and  I  fervently  wish  that  the  '  ^;-||  ^j,^  i.|,o„  ir,;,tihe  river  can  be  navigatcn  in  safe- 
rospcrity  of  Alexandria  may  revive  and  augment,  i  .^jYom  Bnaisfi  upwards,  and  from  Broussa  down- 


and  that"  its  inhabitants  may  enjoy  all  possible  hap- 1 


the  establishment  of  a  line  of  steam  packets  between  j  pmess. 
llic  two  countries,  and  even  succeeded  in        '  ' 


ards.     Therefore,  on  this  commanding  spot  let  the 
British  standard  be    firmly  planted,  and  no  power  in 


I  he  two  countries,  and  even  succeeded  m  making  se- i  '^''"•/  I"'"-'  }"."'  h-""""— ■>  —  J^j„-':„  ,„u:„i,  I 
veral  contracts,  which,  however,  were  successively  thanks  for  the  friendly  and  respectful  mode  in  which 
broken.  At  length  the- ministry  made  a  contract!  you  have  communicated  the  wishes  of  those  whom 
with   Lc  Jeimc  and   others  of  Antwerp,  to  run   the  ;  JO"  represent  and  your  own 


two  boats,  the  President  and  the   British  Queen,  the 


I  am,  with  the'higliest  respect,  your  friend   and 
H.CLAY. 


ministry  agreeing  to  purchase  the  steamers  on  their    obedient  servant,  m  !.-„„':„   n.,c=';,, 

account.     The  President  having  been  lost,  the  Bri-:  Messrs.  Francis  L.  Smith,  Lewis  McKenzeCassiu 


tisli  Queen  alone  was  purchased  for  §70,000  on  the 
28lh  April,  1341.  The  Belgic  ministry  has  tlone  it- 
self much  honor  by  its  energy  and  perseverance  in 
endeavoring  to  make  a  market  for  the  manufactures 

of  the  country.     It  considers  that  the  British  Queen 

will  have  the  advantage  on  account  of  her  size,  over  i      De.\r  Sir:  On  m/relurn  here  yesterday,  I  rece 


And,  I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept  my  sincere  [  ^frjea  could  tear  it  up.  A  trifling  land  carriage 
ic-i  _.j_ "'would  then  give  the  nation  nearly  all  the  advanta- 
ges of  an  open  navigation,  and,  by  such  a  natural 
barrier,  ^lince  (A;  .Viger  cnmidelely  under  her  control." 
This  done,  says  our  author,  and  "Central  Africa,  to 
future    ages,  will  remain   a  grateful    and  obedient  de- 

,  ri    A     pendency  of  this   empire.      The  extent  of   country 

F.  Lee,  Wm.  H.  Fov.'le,  Robert  H.   Miller,  G.  A.    ^jj^j  population  which  would  be  dependent  upon  a  set- 
Alexander,  Leonard  Marbiiry,  Chas.  T.  Stuart,  fie.  I  (|g,)|p„"t  on   the  Niger,  is  prodigious,  and  -dltogcther 

j  unequalled.      The    extent   comprises   a   country   of 

.MR.  CLAY.     A  letter  from  Carter  Beverly,  esq. 
dated  Fredericksburg,  Va.  April  2,  1842,  says: 


the  Great  Western  as  a  merchandise  carrier,  and  it 

fears  no  other  rivalry,  as  the  Cunard  boats  are  strict-   Mijdiesex,  and  feel  glad 

ly  prohibited  from  carrying  heavy  freight.  From  the    (io„  j  then  made  to  you,  was  well  received  and  kind- 
tenor  of  the    former   negotiations,  we  imagin     "    ' 
the  rates  of  freight  a 


nearly  40°  of  loi.gitude,  and  through  the  greater  part 

of  this  extent,  of  20°  of   latitude — a  space   almost 

equal  to  Europe.     Where  the  conlluence  of  the  Bahr 

ed   vour'e'pKMo'my  lelter''orFeIru'a';y-'ia"stVfrom|  Kullawith  the  Niger  takes  place  is  the  spot  to  erect 

^     sex   and  feel  glad  to  find  that  the  communica-    the  capital  of  oar  great  .'IJr.can  eslMishnent      A  e.ty 

'  *=  'bu'Mlhere,  und^r  the  proteelmgicingsoj  Great  Bnlam, 


Id   ere  long,  become  the  capital  of  Africa.  Fifty 


;otiations,  we  imagine  that   ,,.  acknowledged  I  ■''■'""'<'.  "''^  '""=■  "*''^°™"  '"^  "''P"^'  "'  T'^^'  '^J"^ 

passage  money  will  be  less:   ^  jt  is  assureilly  a  matter  of  high  sofisfaction  to  me,  |  millions  of    people,  yea,   even    a    greater  number, 
English,  or  of  the  proposed  ,  ^  believe   that   I   discharged    tlie  obligation,  which    would  be  dependciit  on  it  " 


than  thoss  either  of  the  Jiiniiiiaii,  ui    vi  hit-  ui-jl/i^jii-w  i  t^.  nniipve.   in:it   i    aisciiarireu    mc  uunti^i-i'-'ii,  tvuilh!  ..  ^^.^  --  ~-r-  ,    ,  ■  -       i  cr    .    ^ 

French  boats,     if  so,  Antwerp  is  well  fitted,  by  her   feelinnndd'tty  dictated, ^n  doing  the  justice  I  de-        Mr.   McQci.v  shows  what  his  plan  may  effect,  for 
natural  situation   and  bv  the  continuous  line  of  rail ;  gi^^ed    of  eftaJing  the  indignity  cast   upon  you    by    British  power,  by  showing  how   such   power  lias  be- 
road.of  which  she   is  the    terminus,  to    obtain  pas-   'he  unfortunate,  and  to  me  mihappy,  Fayetteville  let- 1  fore  been    augmented^     I  quote  his  words:  "Li.fold 
sengers  and    freight  from  central    and  western  Eu-^ter   that  was,  and  has  been,  so   much  the  subject  of  Uie   raapof  tjii 
rope.     The  enterprise  will  commence  at   an  unfavo- j  j^jury  to  you' in  the  public  mind.     It  is  now,  1  trust,    "     ■  "    '     ■ 
rable  time,  as  far  as  the  condition  of  this   country  is  [  put  entirely  forest  in  the 
concerned,  but  we  trust  it  may  be  successful.     We    candid    men,  of  whatever   political   persuasion;  for 


rid:  v.'e   command  the   Ganges. 
!  Fortified  at  Bombay,  the  Indus  is  our  own.     Posses- 
iii'ndTof  airhonornble  ami  ■  ed  of  the  islands   in  the   mouth  of  the  Persian  Gulf, 
ommand   the  outlets  of  Persia 


nd  the  mouths 


are    not   informed    respecting  "the   revenue  laws  of  ^'Iref;   none  can  or  will   henceforward,  presume  to  :  of  the  Euphrate^,  and  consequently  of  countries  the 
Belgium,  and  are  of  course  ignorant  whether  Amc- ;  countenance  the  miserable  slander  that  went  forth.in  1  cradle  of^  the  human  race.__  \V_e  ^eommaud^at  tlie 


lion  to  the  public,  against  you.    The  j  Cape  of  Good    Hope      Gibraltar  and  Malta  belong 
produce."   But  at  aSy  rate,  the  difficulty  can  be  noj  e,7ti"rrrevocatiou  of  it  given  by  me,  ought  to  over-[  hig  to  ,us,^we   control^ the_^Med.terr^-nean.^^^^^^^^ 


rica  can  pay  for  Belgic  manufactures  with 

"   '         a 
greater  than  that  with  England 


!  that  commun 
entire  revoca 
whelm  the  auth' 


■of  it  with  utter  shame  and  morti-'  plant  the  British  standard  on  the   island  of  Socotora 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 


INVITATION  TO   MR.  CLAY. 

In  reply  to  an  invitation  from  the  whigs  of  Alexan- 
dria, D.  C.  Mr.  Clay  returned  the  following  answer: 
-Kns/tiiig-fOTi,  ls(  .Ipril,  1842. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  friendly  note,  addressed  to  me  at  the 
instance  of  the  whigs  of  Alexandria,  inviting  me  to 
visit  that  city,  accept  the  welcome,  and  partake  the 
hospitality  which  they  are  good  enough  to  tender, 
prior  to  my  departure  from  this  city.  I  feel  greatly 
obliged  by  this  manifestation  of  their  kindness,  and  I 
should  be  extremely  happy  if  I  could  accept  the  in- 
vitation; but  the  preparation  for  my  return  home,  my 
engagements  here,  and  the  necessity  which  I  feel  to 
repair  rny  health,  and  recruit  my  strength  will  not 
allow  me  to  enjoy  that  satisfaction. 

1  request  the  whigs  of  Alexandria  to  accept  my 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  approbation  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  express  of  my  public  ser- 
vice.    With  them,  I  deeply  regret  the  present  unfor- 


Soi  r^d  if?  h^d  an;  ri  htt;  ^7:=  in  his  I  l-u,.n  ^^l^j^^^^^^'^^'^  ^^^'  ^ 

"ossiWe!Lsu-lh    an  unfounded,  unpro'voked  attack  ,  wants,  arc  uuLrour^ntrol.     It  is  in  our  power.  No- 

•Tli:^nl":^t^o^r1JJ;^'^*Z:-andthis  my  re- 1 '' A^Xf  ^;?raet>om  our  author  will   show  the 

,dv   a  ecaLlatecUo  benefit  you  in  the  ptiblic  mind,!  bearing  that   this  African  movement  is  mtended  to 

Lv^sen    1  o?l    to  the  Richmond  Whig  and   Inde-    have  upon  the  U    States  and  their  intcress.  I  quote: 

J     t  r  V,  ■     f  I  ".Africa,    thriughout   all  her  borders,  but  espscial- 


iiendent  for  publication.  ,  .u      i   i7„  „f    ti 

I  reiterate  expressions  of  health  and  happiness  to  ;  ly  near  the  delta  of    tl 

you,  and  remain,  dear  sir,  most 
obedient  servant,  CAIlTIi 

To  honoruhle  Henry  Clay. 


Niger,  produces  cotton  in 
os\''Ve's'pectaifly7your  !  a''bundance,  and  of  the  finest  quality-  It  is  the  light- 
TER  BE\'ERLEY"  I  est  of  all  ki:ids  of  cultivation,  aftords  the  speediest 
'  return,  and  requires  less  capital  to  carry  it  on  than 
almost  any  other  tropical  produce.  It  is  consequent- 
ly the  most  proper  description  of  produce  with 
which  to   commence  cultivation  in   Airica, --•'■' '- 


Cow.)  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  H.  Clay,  to  Carter  Beve>;l,y 

'  Wiisldn''ton.  February,  17,1842 --     -  •   .       .   .u       i       ,  i-  u 

Dear  Sm:  I  have  receiv'ed  your  favor  of  thc^Sth  .  hardly  necessary  to^point  out^^the^advantage^s  winch 


id  it  is 
hich 
The 


sort  to  your  Fayetteville  letter,  to  revive  my 
lection  "of   the    particulars  of    your   agency    in 


turcrs  are  thus  almost  wholly  dependent 


rtheless,  I  am  thankful  iorlu.  justice  your  let- 1  on  J'--  _^-_^':i^«PP^^!;«-   ^^  "t^^^^ 
S3  done  me,  which  i: 
ng  always  under  a  p 
had  been  under  more  favorable  auspices.     Long  as  |  own  rectitude,  the   letter 


tumite  state  of  our^pubii^afiUii^,  a.  honie  and  abroad, ,  ter  has  done  me,  which  ^^^^^^^^^  ^  my  '  ^V?:^^:^?^?:::.^^— y'and  t  ST^ 

r  was   not  necessary  to  tl  e  '  England  are  exposed  to  the  danger  ol  being— at  the 


and  should  have  been  most  happy  if  my  retirement  i  Resting  alway 

had  been  under  more  favorable  auspices.     Long  as  j  own  rectitude,  me  ^^""^"'".'r'L^ju;;;-' „;;/!,;  i '^^^^^^^^  states-stripped  of  gold,  from  the 

hasbeenmyeonlinuaneemthepuoliecouncis  andjtranquill.tyofmjown   b^^^^^^^^^  P  command  of   the    money   market  whicli 

great  as  the  sacrihces  of  my  remaining  would  have    others  not  conv  need  of  the  calumny  o'  ">""'«      ,  ,       -         ^^        ■        ^     these  states.     This  is 

been,  they  should  have  been  cheerfully  submitted  to,  |  the  object,  I   sha  1  avail   myself  of  your  authority, ,  sud,  a  ;^'j"^^j,;;;:/^:j;[°"j, ^'         ^^j,^  j,^  ^^.j^.^^^  ,^  ^^. 
!f  I  believed  they  would  have  been  attended  v;ith  any  I  and  publish  your  letter.  ,.  ^ 

-       '  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r«r(pr  Beverleii,  esq.  H,  CLAY. 


public  benefit.     But  the  existing  relations,  between  i 
the  legislative  and  executive  departments, are  with-. 


vhicli  this  great  ( 
eh  for  our  aulln 


ntry  ought  not  to  endure." 
plans,  and  their  intended 


loa 
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conse'quences.  That  these  plans  are  the  plans  of  the 
British  government,  is  proved  by  the  adoption  of 
them,  by  that  government,  and  the  offer  which  was 
actually  made  to  Mr.  SIcQcik,  their  author,  by  the 
British  government,  to  take  upon  himgelf  the  office 
of  conducting  the  expedition,  for  the  carrying  out 
of  these  plans!  And  what  are  they?  Why  to  put 
down  the  foreign  slave  trade,  or  it  will  put  England 
down;  and  to  build  cities  anil  raise  cotton  in  Central 
Africa,  to  make,  thereby,  Africa  an  "obedient  de- 
pendency'' of  England!     Yes,  "obedient;" 

"A  rote.  I'V  :'ny  oil  er  name,  W''iiIJ  smeil  a?  sweet." 

You  remark  that  Africa,  you  think,  under  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain,  would  be  infinitely  better 
off  than  she  now  is.  Possibly  this  is  so;  but  we  may 
form  the  best  opinion  of  such  a  contingent,  perhaps, 
bj  reference  to  British  India,  where,  for  a  period 
lonjier  than  ^re  have  been  a  nation,  the  policy  now 
about  to  be  introduced  into  interior  Africa,  has,  in 
the  hands  of  British  authorities,  borne  sway.  I  quote 
from  the  rev,  J.  Pierpont: 

"The  sanguinary  wars  by  whicli  Great  Britain  has 
subjugated  the  hundred  millions  of  India,  and  the 
stern  despotism  with  which  she  rules  and  starve 
them,  that  her  merchant  princes  may  roll  in  splendor 
and  lap  themselves  in  voluptuousness,  have  a  voice 
which  the  whole  thickness  of  the  globe  cannot  keep 
out  of  our  ears.  "A  more  beautiful  country,"  says  a 
brother  clergyman,*  recently  of  this  city,  [Boston^ 
'than  that  from  Cuddalone  to  Tanjore,  (in  Madras), 
cannot  possibly  be  imagined.  The  dense  population 
and  rich  soil  give  their  energies  to  each  other,  and 
produce  a  scene  of  surpassing  loveliness.  But  the 
taxes  and  other  causes  keep  down  the  laborers  to  a 
state  below  that  of  our  southern  slaves.'  'Turn  your 
eyes  backwards,'  says  a  speaker  of  their  own,f  but 
little  more  than  a  year  since,  'turn  your  eyes  back- 
W'ard  upon  the  scenes  of  last  year.  Go  with  me  into 
the  northwest  provinces  of  the  Bengal  presidency 
and  1  will  show  you  the  bleaching  skeletons  of  ftvi 
hundred  tiiou^i-nd  human  beings,  who  perished  of 
liunger,  in  the  space  of  a  few  short  months.  Yes; 
died  of  hunger  in  what  has  been  justly  called  the 
granary  of  the  world.  The  air,  for  miles,  was  poi- 
soned with  the  effluvia  from  the  putrefying  bodies  of 
the  dead.  The  rivers  were  choked  with  the  corpses 
thrown  into  their  channels.  Wotliers  cast  their  little 
ones  beneath  the  rolling  waves,  because  they  would 
not  see  them  draw  their  last  gasp,  and  feel  them  stif- 
fen in  their  arras.  Jackallsand  vultures  approached 
»ik1  fattened  upon  the  bodies  of  men,  women  and 
children,  before  life  was  extinct.  Madness,  disease 
and  despair  stalked  abroad,  and  no  human  power 
present  to  arrest  their  progress.  And  this  occurred 
in  British  India,  in  Ike  reign  of  ridona  cite  first!  Nor 
was  the  event  extraordinary  or  unforeseen.  Far  from 
it.  1835  witnessed  a  famine  in  the  northern  provin- 
ces: 1833  belield  one  in  the  eastern:  IS'22  sav,"  one  in 
the  Deccan,  They  have  continued  to  increase,  in 
frequency  ar.d  extent,  under  our  sway,  for  more  than 
half  a  century. 

"Under  the  administration  of  Lord  Clive,  a  fa- 
mine, in  the  Bengal  provinces,  swept  off  (/iree  mi/- 
Jioiis;  and  at  that  time  the  British  speculators,  in  In- 
dia, had  their  granaries  filled,  to  repletion,  with 
corn.  Horrid  monopoly  of  the  necessaries  of  life! 
Three  millions  died,  while  there  was  luod  enough, 
and  to  spare,  lucked  up  in  the  storeliDtiscs  together. 
To  add  to  the  horror  with  which  he  had  been  called 
upon  to  regard  the  laic  dreadful  fiiminc  [to  wit,  the 
one  in  the  reign  of  Victoria  the  first],  we  are  made 
acijuaiutcd,  Ijy  the  returns  of  the  custom  house,  with 
the  fact  that  as  much  grain  was  exported,  from  the 
lower  parts  of  Bengal,  that  year,  as  would  have  fed 

the  half  million   who  perished,  for  a  whole  year. 

Yes,  this  awiul  oppression,  and  these  desolating  fa- 
mines must  go  on,  that  England  may  extort  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  every  year,  from  her  hun- 
dred millions  of  Hindoos;  and  poppies  must  grow, 
instead  of  wheat,  that,  at  her  cannon's  mouth,  she 
may  force  h..  r  opium  upon  the  three  hundred  millions 
of  the  Chinese,  while  some  one  solitary  .Marshman, 
perhaps,  is  translating  the  Bible  of  the  C'hristians,  to 
bring  these  countless  millions  to  accept  the  religion 
of  a  nation  liiat  stands  ready,  at  this  moment,  tode- 
stroy  one  half  of  Iheni,  by  war,  that  it  may  destroy 
the  other  half  by  poison." 

Having  shown  the  real  objects  of  England,  in  her 
ullenipts  upon  Africa,  to  be  what  1  previously  stated 
thcni;  and  having  also,  by  comparison,  exhibited  the 
miserable  condition  in  which  philanthropy  may  ere 
long  expect  to  find  that  doomed  eouiiti  v,  through  the 
carrying  out  of  those  ohj,rls,  and  shown  it,  too,  by 
the  Uiouths  ^'l  British  ujinesses,  m\  picMut  object  is 
thus  fully  attained,  and  therefore  1  here  dismiss  the 
siihject.  K.  \V.  HASKINS. 

•Tlierev   B.  Ilidcohn. 

tSte  'I'hcnipson's  lectures,  at  Manchester,  Englnnd. 


H  O  .^5  H    I  Rf  D  t'  S  T  R  Y. 


From  the  A'eio  York  Express. 

The  meeting  of  the  league  was  as  usual  well  at- 
tended. General  James  Tallmadge  in  the  chair. 

After  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  the  chairman 
in  a  brief  manner  expressed  his  gratification  at  the 
general  aspect  of  affairs  in  relation  to  this  associa- 
tion. Communications,  he  said,  were  pouring  in 
upon  them  from  all  quarters,  speaking  in  the  highest 
terms  of  approbation  of  the  principles  of  reciprocity 
advocated  by  the  Home  League.  Several  interesting 
extracts  from  newspapers  from  various  parts  of  the 
country,  were  then  read  by  the  secretary.  After 
which  General  Tallmadge  again  addressed  the  meet- 
ing at  some  length,  and  adverted  parlicularly  to  the 
various  schemes  of  finance  which  had  been  proposed 
for  regulating  the  currency  of  the  country.  He  said 
he  scouted  them  all.  No  bank  was  worthy  of  sup- 
port unless  it  was  so  conducted  as  to  produce  its 
own  existence.  We  must  first  make  the  country 
healthy  by  protecting  its  industry,  and  then  we  shall 
have  a  healthy  currency.  He  who  earns  more  than 
he  spends  will  at  all  times  have  something  in  his 
pocket. 

He  would  here  remark,  that  every  article  of  pos- 
sible manufacture  in  any  country,  could  be  manufac- 
tured in  America.  In  illustration,  he  exhibited  a 
specimen  of  roll  sulphur,  which  he  observed  was 
lately  manufactured  in  this  city.  By  this,  he  said, 
it  might  be  seen,  that  should -gunpowiler  be  required, 
we  siiould  not  have  to  go  abroad  for  it. 

And  whilst  on  the  subject  of  sulphur,  he  would 
slate  that  the  amount  of  money  paid  for  sulphur 
which  was  imported  from  foreign  countries  during 
the  last  year,  was  §1U1,164. 

Words,  he  said,  have  different  meanings  with  peo- 
ple who  speak  the  same  language.  The  words,  poor 
and  laborer,  as  applied  in  Europe,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  this  country.  You  must  go  into  your  alms 
houses  here  to  look  for  (hat  classVhich  in  Europe 
are  denominated  poor.  In  Italy  the  poor  live  like 
swine,  perfectly  destitute,  uncare'd  for  and  totally  iin- 
proiecled.  He  went  on  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
condition  of  several  of  the  European  nations,  whom 
he  described  as  being  ground  down  to  the  dust  and 
clad  in  the  coarsest  material.  There  was  no  fable, 
he  said,  in  what  was  called  poverty  in  England. 

Let  the  poor  of  this  country,  who  are  chained  to 
the  car  of  prejudice,  and  who  in  many  instances 
sulfer  themselves  to  be  made  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  the  designing  men,  to  bring  oppression  upon 
the  country,  reflect,  let  them  turn  to  the  returns  of 
the  British  house  of  parliament  and  learn  the  prices 
of  labor  in  England,  which  was  from  six  pence  to  a 
shilling  a  day  and  find  themselves.  These  were  facts 
woi'thy  of  deep  consideration. 

There  was  a  time,  he  said,  when  we  had  advanta- 
ges vrhich  enabled  us  to  compete  with  foreign  trade 
and  f'oreign  commerce. 

But  time  is,  when  by  the  facilities  of  crossing  the 
Atlantic,  the  low  price  of  labor  in  Europe,  and  the 
advantages  given  to  foreign  commerce,  that  unless 
something  is  speedily  done  the  very  bread  is  to  be 
taken  from  the  mouths  of  our  laboring  men.  In  u 
state  of  free  trade  we  to  be  sure  were  enabled  to 
purchase  a  coat  for,  say,  jj]5,  but  if  we  are  to  earn 
money  to  pay  for  it  at  a  shilling  a  day  new  coats 
would  be  rare  inde-id.  Among  the  many  letters 
which  had  been  received,  he  said  he  would  only  oc- 
cupy the  time  of  the  meeting  by  reading  the  follow- 
ing from  Governor  Davis,  of  Massachu.setts. 

TO   GENERAL  J.4MES  TAI.LIMADGE,  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE, 
NF.IV    YORK. 

fVure.'Ster,  M.irek  21,  1842. 

Mt  DEAR  sin — Yours  of  the  8th  reached  me  oiilv 
a  few  days  ago,  and  I  immediately  made  known  your 
views  in  Boston.  lam  heartily  reji^iced  to  see  the 
spirit  of  the  country  rousing  up.  When  i  saw  with 
what  tranquility  we  were  descending  towards  the 
verge  of  Mr.  Clay's  compromise  act,  1  began  to  think 
nothing  but  the  distress  of  long  experience  could  re- 
call the  sense  of  the  people;  and  it  is  that  which 
has  electrified  them  at  this  early  day.  An  empty 
treasury,  and  competition  with  the  starved  labor  of 
Europe,  will  wake  our  country  ever  up,  and  put] 
litem  upon  the  inquiry.  I 

There  is  no  doubt  a  tendency  to  over  production  ' 
of  manufactures  in  the  old  continent,  and  they  must 
balance  better  between  them  and  foLid.  England  is 
in  a  sad  condition,  having  a  vast  surplus  population 
with  vast  encouragements  for  manufacturing,  while 
her  markets  abroad  have  been  diminished  by  a  great 
iniTcase  of  the  same  industry  elsewhere.  She  mo- 
nopolizes her  immense  colonial  trade,  but  it  happens 
Uiat  none  of  her  Atlantic  colonies  arc  producers  of 


o-dinary  food,  and  hence  her  system  presses  he:ivi!y 
upon  her  population  on  this  point,  and  I  see  no  hope 
of  present  relief  If,  however,  she  can  obtain  raw 
cotton  from  India,  and  supply  in  return  her  manu- 
factured goods,  her  system  will  acquire  a  new  im- 
pulse, for  she  will  have  a  hundred  millions  to  pro- 
vide for. 

Our  condition  is  exactly  the  opposite;  agriculture 
here  predominates,  and  our  policy  should  be  to  en- 
courage other  pursuits  to  maintain  agriculture,  and 
this  we  may  do  till  wc  reach  a  point  of  excess^— 
which  will  not  be  in  our  day. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  see  other  parts  of 
the  country  moving,  and  especially  New  York,  for  it 
is  the  business  of  the  agricultural  states  to  move  and 
to  support  a  division  of  labor,  for  this  is  the  only 
process  by  which  they  can  sustain  themselves.  To 
talk  of  protection  to  manufactures,  under  the  idea 
that  they  are  reaping  special  benefiLs,  is  idle.  The 
policy  goes  greatly  beyond  the  purpose  of  aiding  a 
particular  class  of  persons,  for  the  inquiry  is,  shall 
we  in  substance  be  all  farmers,  or  shall  we  divide 
into  various  employments  that  our  wants  may  be  sup- 
plied? If  the  farmers  feel  no  need  of  this  division, 
then  let  us  give  it  up,  for  the  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics can  live  as  well  by  the  land  as  they.  I  have 
always  thought  protection  to  manufactures  was  an 
unfortunate  misnomer,  for  it  is  faborof  all  sorts  that 
we  aim  to  sustain  and  support — as  much  one  class 
as  another — and  let  us  hold  firmly  to  that.  W^c  go 
for  the  great  interests  of  labor,  and  if  we  can  take 
care  of  that,  there  is  nothing  to  fear,  for  the  eoimtry 
will  be  prosperous  and  happy.  Let  us  then  under 
no  name  lose  sight  of  our  object,  or  of  our  identity. 
We  aim  at  free,  prosperous  labor;  while  free  trade 
aims  at  cheap  goods,  made  cheap  by  cheap  labor. 
In  the  eye  of  free  trade,  the  suffering,  starvation, 
and  utter  neglect  of  the  laborers,  as  well  as  their 
moral  and  intellectual  degradation,  are  nothing.  A 
cent  a  yard  in  calico  outweighs  all  these  mighty 
matters,  and  thus  avarice  is  left  to  triumph  over  hu- 
manity and  morality.  England  asks  for  free  trade 
just  to  the  extent  that  she  wants  the  markets  of  other 
countries,  and  no  i"urther.  Her  position  is  the  oppo- 
site of  onr.s;  her  surplus  is  goods,  while  ours  is  pro- 
duce. She  wants  vent  for  these  goods  in  our  mar- 
kets, but  takes  care  that  our  food  shall  not  interfere 
with  her  agriculture. 

The  United  States  are  in  a  deplorable  condition. 
No  currency — no  confidence — and  every  thing  de- 
pressed, dark  and  gloomy.  The  treasury  is  empty 
and  the  finances  distracted,  but  it  is  all  working  out 
one  great  problem, — and  that  is  that  we  must  take 
care  of  ourselves  by  festering  our  industry.  Opinion 
is  rapidly  turning  to  this  as  the  great  remedial  mea- 
sure which  is  to  dispel  the  cloud-;  which  have  gath- 
ered around  us,  and  give  iis  the  bright  sunshine 
again.  God  speed  your  eflorts.  I  write  in  great 
haste,  and  remain  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 
J.  DAVIS. 


DiSt'KIHI?iAT!.\G  Dl'TIES. 


Fromtke  Mitioital  IiUelligcncer. 

The  following  very  interesting  memorial  has  just 
been  addressed  by  Mr.  Triplefl^  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives in  congress  from  the  state  of  Kentucky,  to 
the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  on 
manufactures. 

To  the  honoriible  the  ehairman  inul  meitibirs  of  the  (om- 
m'Utee  on  me^nuftclures. 

The  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislatuac  of  Ken- 
tucky, requesting  the  members  of  congress  from 
that  state  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  cause  such 
legislation  on  the  part  of  congress  as  would  relieve 
lobocco  produced  in  the  United  States  from  the 
heavy  duties  and  monopolios  with  which  it  is  bur- 
dened by  most  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  must  be  my 
excuse  for  addressing  you  this  memorial. 

To  protect  American  commerce  and  the  products 
of  American  industry  from  foreign  prohibitions,  du- 
ties, and  regulations,  by  countervailing  duties,  all 
other  means  having  failed  to  accomplish  that  object, 
is,  1  believe,  a  duty  now  enjoined  as  well  by  the  in- 
terests as  the  honor  of  our  country.  Previous  to  the 
formation  of  the  present  constitution,  the  impossibi- 
lity of  the  several  states,  while  acting  each  for  itself, 
protecting  their  commerce  and  the  products  of  their 
industry,  when  shipped  to  foreign  ports,  Irom  the 
prohibitions,  burdensome  duties,  and  oppressive  re- 
gulations imposed  on  them  by  foreign  nations,  waa 
felt  and  acknowledged  by  all  as  one  of  the  greatest 
evils  arising  from  the  then  existing  slate  of  things; 
and  a  strong  anxiety  to  have  this  evil  corrected  a 
known  to  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  inducements 
to  tli«  formation  of  the  constitution,  and,  beyond  all 
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question,  was  one  of  the  rlacl"  argunienTs  t!r;;ed  i'ur 
its  adoption-  by  the  states.  No  wcl!-ii)fiirinc;d  ma.n 
will  contend  that  the  coiistifulion  would  ever  Iiave 
been  accepted  by  the  people,  if  it  had  not  contained 
the  clause  by  which  the  power  and  the  correlative 
duty  of  regulatina;  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
^vas  taken  from  the  several  states  and  bestowed  on 
conp;ress,  as  one  of  the  departments  of  the  federal 
government. 

Althouo;h  the  oppressions  on  our  commerce  from 
these  prohibitions,  duties,  and  regulations,  of  nearly 
every  nation  in  Europe,  have  been  continued  ever 
since  the  constitution  granted  the  power  and  impos- 
ed the  duty  on  eona:ress  of  regulating  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  yet,  up  to  this  time,  that  duty 
remains  undischarged;  and  each  foreign  nation,  with- 
out any  regard  to  reciprocity  or  equality  of  duties, 
has  been  permitted  to  take  coutisel  wholly  from  its 
avarice,  without  any  regard  to  justice,  until  they 
have  ceased"  to  fear  that  our  government  will  seek 
redress  by  the  only  means  in  its  power  to  enforce  it. 

The  result  of  this  abandonment  of  its  duty  by  con- 
gress, and  leaving  commerce  to  take  care  of  itself, 
aided  by  such  assistance  as  the  executive  depart- 
ment has  been  able  to  give  it,  by  exercising  the 
equivocal  power  of  regulating  our  commerce  with 
foreign  tiations  by  treaty  stipulations,  has  been  such 
as  was  naturally  to  be  expected;  and  we  find  that 
these  exactions  have  increased,  until,  at  this  time, 
the  following  facts  exist; 

The  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  shipped  to  the  various  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, amounting  aimually  to  about  ninety  millions  of 
dollars,  pays  an  average  tax  over  one  htinderd  per 
cent,  while  the  productiotis  of  all  European  nations, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  amounting  annually 
to  about  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  pay  an  ave- 
rage tax  of  duty  of  less  than  twenty  per  cent.  In 
other  words,  from  ti-.e  productions  oi"  the  laborofthe 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  whicli  those  who 
own  the  soil  and  perform  the  labor  of  producing  and 
transporting  the  produce  to  market  receive  ninety 
mdlions  of  dollars,  foreign  nations,  by  means  of  du- 
ties levied  in  different  ways,  receive  ninety-eight  rail- 
lions  of  dollars. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  agriculturists 
of  the  United  States  have  not  prospered  in  propor- 
tion to  their  industry,  when  they  do  not  receive  one- 
lialf  the  benefit  of  their  own  labor.  With  a  genial 
climate,  a  rich  soil,  and  industry  and  economy  on  the 
part  of  our  planters  and  farmers  surpassed  by  none 
in  the  world,  their  aggregate  prosperity  and  wealth  is 
far  less  than  that  of  the  owners  of  the  soil  in  Great 
Britain,  France,  Germany,  or  any  other  nation  in 
Europe,  exercising  the  same  skill  and  industry  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  earth. 

It  is  the  duty  of  their  representatives  in  congress 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  from  whence  this  etiect 
springs,  and  apply  the  remedy,  if  one  can  be  found 
within  their  power.  I  have  endeavored  to  find  out 
this  cause,  and  sincerely  believe  it  princ-ipally,  if  nut 
wholly,  proceeds  from  the  fact  that  our  farmers  and 
lilanters  are  not  perinilted  to  trade  vi'ilh  the  subjects 
of  foreign  nations  on  equal  terms;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  or  their  agents  are  compelled  to  give 
more  iluni  one-hulj  of  the  produce  of  their  farms  and 
plantations,  or,  what  is  the  same  tiling  to  them,  mure 
than  one-half  the  money  it  would  sell  for,  to  obtain 
the  privilege  of  importing  and  selling  the  remainder 
in  Europe,  while  the  citizens  of  European  nations 
give  less  than  one-f.flh  of  the  produce  ol'  their  labor 
for  the  privilege  of  importing  and  selling  the  remain- 
der in  the  U;!Ued  States.  In  figures  the  matter  stauds 
thus: 

•The  products  of  Atnerican  industry 


sell  in  Euripc,  after  ded.icting  freight 
and  charges,  excejit  duties,  round 
numbers,  for  $204.-500,000 

Of  which  we  receive  91,000,000 


And  lose  in  paying  duties  §113,500,000 

The  products  of  European  industry  sell 
in  the  United  Stales,  after  deducting 
freight  and  other  charges,  except  du- 
ties, for  ^90,000,000 

Of  B^hich  the  Europeans  receive  73,000,000 


*From  the  want  of  specific  returns  as  to  places  of 
shipment  of  some  unimportant  articles  of  importa- 
tion, and  want  of  agreement  in  home  and  foreign  re- 
turns as  to  value  of  some  articles  of  exportation,  the 
above  calculation  is  not  stated  as  absolutely  accurate. 
It  was  made  as  to  exportations,  by  the  American 
custom  house  returns  of  articles,  tlieir  value  and  des- 
tination, and  calculating  the  duties  levied  on  them  in 
Great  Britain,  ilussia,  France,  Austria  and  Prussia, 
from  the  laritf  of  their  duties  furnished  me  by 
the  state  department;  and,  as-  they  are  the  nations 
with  whom  we  have  the  greateet  trade,  they  are 
hereto  annexed,  marked  No.  1.  And  the  amount 
levied  on  tobacco,  in  France,  by  their  indirect  sys- 
tem, was  calcnluted  from  the  years  1839  and  1840, 
according  to  the  data  given  in  house  document  No. 
195,  1st  session  26th  congress,  hereto  annexed,  mark- 
ed No.  2,  and  tables  extracted  from  the  returns  of 
IS39  and  1840,  made  with  much  care  and  labor,  also 
annexed,  Kos.  3  and  4;  the  object  being  to  show,  at 
one  glance,  the  immense  inequality  between  the  du- 
ties as  levied  on  our  exports  by  the  dilferent  nations 
of  Europe,  the  amount  of  our  importations  from  them 
severally,  and  the  amwmtand  percent,  imported  free 


And  lose  in  paying  duties  317,000,000 

Sho'wing  the  average  amount  of  duties,  levied  by 
the  nations  of  Europe  on  our  exportations  to  them, 
to  be  upwards  of  six  and  a  half  times  as  great  as 
the  average  amount  of  our  duties  !e\ied  on  their  ex- 
portations to  the  U'lited  .Slates. 

But,  great  and  unjust  as  this  inequality  is  on  the 
total  amount  of  exportations  from  the  United  r^latc^, 
it  becomes  still  more  stai'tling  in  itsni/HV-i  r  '  - 
tice  when  examined  as  to  a  particular  • 
sta.;ile,  to  a  great  extent,  of  several  p-ui.  1.  i  , 
Unmanufactured  tohaeeo  pays,  in  Great  11:  tUii;i,---iu.c 
the  15th  May,  1840,  aduty  of  75  cents  per  pound,  or 
upwards  of  1,250  per  cent,  valuing  the  po.ind  of  to- 
bacco at  6  cents;  in  Austria,  within  a  fraction  of  60 
cents  per  pound,  or  one  thousand  per  cent.;  in  Prus- 
sia, 39i  cents  per  poi^;id,  or  upwards  of  five  hundred 
per  cent.;  and  France  levies,  by  her  Re^'ic.  or  indi- 
rect dutv,  about  ono  dollai-  per  pound,  or  1,666|  per 
cent. 

From   the  best  calculation  I  could  make,  which  is 
too  voluminous  to  go  into  this  communication,  the 
different  nations  enumerated  in  table  No.  3.  exclud- 
ing Russia,  Prussia,  and  Portugal,  for  which    I  have 
not  completed  the  calculations  for  want  of  time — 
On  this  anrount  of  average  annual  value 
of   tobacco  shipped  from   the   United 
States,  for  the  years  1339  and  1840,  to 
wit,  on  -,  -  -  -    g9,225,145 

There  is  levied  by  the  other  European  na- 
tions an  annual  tax  of  -  -    32,463,540 

Showing  the  amount  for  which  American 
tobacco  sells   in  Europe,  exclusive  of 
freight  and  other  charges,  except  du- 
ties, to  be        -  -  -  $41,6S8,6S5 
of  which   foreign  governments    retain    upwards   of 
three-fourths,  and  the  tobacco  planters  receive    less 
than  one-lourth. 

After  this  plain  statement  of  facts,  is  it  to  be  won- 
ckred  at  that  the  tobacco  growing  states  have  in- 
creased in  population  and  wealth  less  than  any  other 
of  the  agricultural  states  of  the  Union,  and  that  the 
agriculturists  of  the  whole  Union,  considering  the 
productiveness  of  the  soil,  capital,  i.iiluslrj,  skill, 
and  economy  used,  have  increa-rd  lu  pr  -,■ -r,ty  less 
than  eitiier  the  mer.'antile  or  manulai'iuiing  portions 
of  their  fellow-citizens?  No  individual  or  commu- 
nity can  prosper  unless  they  get  at  least  a  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  benefit  of  their  own  labor. 

1  cannot  persuade  myself  there  is  an  American 
statesman  who  will  not  acknowledge  that  a  correc- 
tive must  be  found  for  this  evil;  and  before  they  can, 
v/ith  propriety,  object  to  the  remedy  now  proposed, 
it  is  their  duty  to  propose  one  equally  or  more  likuU 
to  prove  eifi  ueht.  Enti'eaty,  protests,  and  attempts 
at  negotiation,  urged  with  a  zeal  and  ability  by  our 
government  at  home,  and  our  ministers  abroad,equal 
to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  for  fitly  years,  have 
failed;  and  there  is  no  other  remedy  but  countervail- 
ing duties. 

In  the  words  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  report  which 
which  he  made  to  congress  on  the  16th  of  Uecember, 
1793,  on  the  subject  of  commercial  privileges  and 
restrictions,  "should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our 
wishes,  suppose  it  may  better  find  iUs  advantage  by 
Continuing  its  system  of  prohibitions,  duties,  and 
regulations,  ft  behooves  us  to  protect  our  citizens, 
their  commerce  and  navigation,  by  counter  prohibi- 
tions, duties  and  regulations,  also.  Free  commerce 
and  navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  exchange  for 
restriction  and  vexations;  nor  are  they  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  relaxation  of  thein." 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  an  additional  duty  of  ten 
per  cent,  with  a  prospective  annual  increase  of  five 
percent,  on  such  articles  as  might  be  selected  by 
the  committee,  when  imported  from  nations  of  whose 
prohibitions  and  duties  we  have  cause  to  complain, 
with  a  proviso  that  such  additional  duties  should 
eease  v/ith  a  cessation  of  the  regulations  and  duties 
of  v/hich  we  complain,  would  speedily  bring  the  re- 
lief yve  desire.  Kespectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 
PHILIP  TKIPLETT. 
W((shms:lon,  March  28,  1842. 
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of  duty  from  each  nation — to  show  the  extent  of  our 
capacity  to  operate  on  the  interest  of  each  nation  by 
countervailing  duties. 


REPOilT  OF   Tl-!F.  COMAllTTEE  ON    MANU- 
FACTURES. 
Mr.  SALT0NST.1LL,  from  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, made  the  following  report  on  the  31st  of 
March: 
The  covimittie  onmtmvfiKtnrcs,  to  whom,  loas  referred  "so 
much  of  the  presuknVs  message  with  the  accoinpaniiing 
documents,  os  relates  to  dlscHminating  duties  and  d-j~ 
vicstic  mani^fidures,^''  aTidatso  a  great  iiumher  of  peti- 
tions, meninriaU,  and  resoluticms,  on  tlie  same  subject, 
and  upon  the  tarl^'  and  its  recisioii,  have  considered  the 
subject  referred  to  them: 

The  committee  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned 
them,  under  a  dee;)  sense  of  ttie  importance  and  the 
delicate  nature  of  the  subject  referred  to  them.  They 
are  aware  that  it  is  connected  with  all  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country,  commercial,  agricultural,  and 
inaiinfacturing,  arid  they  have  given  it  that  conside- 
iMtinn  which  its  v.ist  importance  demands. 

From  the  course  of  debate  on  the  question  of  com- 
mitment, and  from  the  nature  of  the  subject  referred 
to  them,  they  inferred  that  the  preparation  of  a  re- 
venue bill  and  the  revision  of  the  tariff  were  com- 
mitted to  them.  The  question  of  di'scrimination  in 
the  assessment  of  diiiies  involves,  necessarily,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  ni.mner  in  which  they  shall  be  ad- 
justed, and,  indeel,  the  whole  question  of  raising  a 
revenue  by  duties  on  imports. 

The  first  question  with  the  committee  was,  how 
they  should  proceed.  For  the  purpose  of  judicious 
discrimination,  it  was  obvious  that  information  was 
wanted  as  to  all  the  great  interests  to  be  affected  by 
tlie  tariff,  and  particularly  as  to  those  great  and  in- 
teresting manufacturing  interests  v^'hich  have  sprung 
up  and  prospered  in  our  country,  and  are  now  so 
connected  with,  and  have  such  an  influence  upon  all 
other  branclics  of  industry.  Two  modes  of  obtain- 
ing the  necessary  information  presented  themselves 
to  the  committee:  by  a  correspondence,  and  by  re- 
ceiving oral  or  written  statements  from  such  persons 
as  might  appear  before  them  for  the  purpose,  or  by 
summoning  witnesses,  practical  and  intelligent  men, 
to  give  evidence.  They  preferred  the  latter  mode, 
supposing  that  it  v/ou)d  be  the  most  acceptable  to 
the  house,  and  would  give  greater  weight  and  autho- 
rity to  their  report,  and  to  the  result  to  which  they 
might  come.  They  therefore,  on  the  6th  of  Janua- 
ry, olfered  a  resolution  to  the  house,  "that  the  com- 
mittee be  authorisi^d  to  send  for  witnesses,  and  take 
testimony  on  the  subject  of  the  present  tariff  laws, 
their  operation  uoon  the  interests  of  the  country, 
and  the  aUerati  :i'i  -.vhich  those  interests  may  re- 
quire." On  the  ;Oth  day  of  February  this  was  "oi^ 
dcred  to  lie  on  tiie  table." 

The  c:immitleo  had,  before  that  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the'  d-_!ay  of  that  resolution,  determined 
to  receive  writ'tcu  statements,  and  hear  such  persons 
as  niiiht  appear  before  them,  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing intormation  upon  the  subjects  under  their  consi- 
de"-ation;  and  l!i.-y  have  the  satisfaction  to  state  that 
they  have  collertt'd  a  great  body  of  statistical  and 
other  infurmali  ui,  from  persons  whose  means  of 
kno-.vledge,  and  v.hose  accuracy  cannot  be  question- 
ed, and  whiih  Ij.is  enabled  them  to  proceed  to  the 
discharge  of  tlieir  duty,  with  reasonable  confidence 
in  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

They  have,h  jwever, suffered  much  inconvenience 
and  delay  from  the  rejection  of  their  request  for 
leave  to  suinmni  witnesses;  and  their  information  on 
some  subjects  is  Ic-ss  full  and  satisfactory  than  it 
would  have  lir  m,  h;id  their  request  been  granted. 
It  is  possible,  a  ^^11,  thai  they  have  made  some  inis- 
tajjcs  m  the  arrangement  of  duties,  which  would 
otiierv.  ise  have  been  avoided;  and  they  have  nodouht 
that  an  autharity  to  summon  witnesses  would  have 
enabled  them  to  have  reported  a  bill  at  an  earlier 
day.  The  committee  o&ec  no  apology  for  the  time 
they  have  found  it  necessary  to  occupy.  It  has  been 
unavoidable. 

The  first  and  great  object  in  the  framing  of  an  act, 
by  which  duties  are  to  be  laid  on  imported  articles, 
is  t!ie  provisi  in  of  an  adequate  and  fully  sufficient 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  government. 

All  agree  in  the  necessity  of  this.  Revenue  must 
be  raised;  and  our  only  source  of  revenue,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  is  the  imposition  of  duties  upon 
imported  goods,  'i'lie  state  of  the  treasury  and  the 
condition  of  our  public  credit  imperiously  demand 
the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  eongre-ss.  The 
chai-a.ter  of  our  government,  and  that  it  may  be  en- 
abled to  support  our  great  institutious  with  proper 
efli^iency,  requires  a  revenue  which  shall  put  an  end 
to  tiie  practice  of  bo?rowiug  from  time  to  time  for 
ordinary  expenditures,  and  shall  also  provide  the 
means  for  the  early  payment  of  the  existing  debt, 
and  for  strengthening  and  increasing  the  navy,  and 
putting  the  country  in  a  suitable  state  of  defence.    A 
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people,  who  have  voluntarily  and  cheerfully  impos- 
ed on  themselves  taxes  which  have  enabled  them  to 
discharge  the  enormous  debts  of  the  revolutionary 
and  the  subsequent  war,  will  not  suffer  a  debt  of 
§17,000,000  or  $13,000,000  to  remainlong  uncan- 
called. 

The  first  question  is,  what  will  be  the  probable 
amount  of  the  annual  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment' On  this  point  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  cer- 
tainty, the  power  of  appropriation  being  in  congress. 
The  estimate  of  expenditures  can  only  be  made  for 
such  as  are  required  under  existing  laws,  and  as 
arise  under  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  appears,  by  the  house  document,  number 
31  of  the  late  session,  that  the  average  ordinary  ex- 
penditures for  the  years  1837,  1838,  1S39,  and  1840, 
was  nearly  |.28,000,000. 

By  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  session,  it  appears -that  the  ex- 
penditures in  1841  (including  an  estimate  for  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year)  were  ^26,504,174,  in  which  is 
included  part  of  the  appropriations  made  for  the  na- 
val and  military  service  at  the  last  session, and  which 
the  situation  of  the  country,  in  the  opinion  of  con- 
gress, demanded. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  presented  esti- 
mates for  the  current  year,  which,  together  with 
appropriations  made  by  existing  laws,  amount  to 
$26,000,000.  In  the  same  report  he  states  that,  un- 
der the  present  revenue  laws,  there  would  be  a  defi- 
cit at  the  end  of  the  year  of  about  $14,000,000. 
Whether  the  expenditures  will  fall  within  the  esti- 
mated amount,  cannot  be  determined.  Professions 
of  a  desire  "for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
irovernment"  are  made  on  all  sides,  and,  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt,  with  sincerity.  Slill,  what  reduc- 
tion can  or  v/ill  be  made  is  uncertain.  The  ordinary 
expenditures  of  a  nation,  rapidly  increasing  in  popu- 
lation and  in  the  extent  of  its  settlements,  cannot  be 
expected  to  decrease,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  be 
likely  to  increase,  though  not  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  population.  Contingencies  will,  no  doubt, 
arise  hereafter,  as  they  heretofore  have,  calling  for 
appropriations,  sometimes  heavy,  which  were  not 
anticipated.  The  Florida  war,  in  which  such  vast 
amounts  have  been  swallowed  up,  must  still  be  car- 
ried on,  though  with  diminished  expense.  And  who 
■will  be  willing  to  withhold  the  appropriations  neces- 
sary for  our  naval  and  military  establishments,  and 
for  the  completion  of  works  which  have  been  long 
in  progress,  and  for  which  vast  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended.' 

Provision  must  also  be  made  for  that  portion  of  the 
loan  which  will  Call  due  in  little  more  than  twoyears, 
and  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  treasury  notes, 
and  upon  the  additional  loan  which  m\ist  be  made — 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  of  his  predecessors,  there  should  at  all  times  be 
in  the  treasury  from  one  to  two  millions,  if  we  would 
sustain  our  public  credit,  which  should  be  sacredly 
kept  from  the  slightest  possible  hazard,  and  would 
provide  for  an  efficient  administration  of  our  public 
affairs.  The  people  of  the  United  States  desire  an 
economical  administration  of  their  government;  but 
they  desire,  infinitely  more,  that  ample  revenues 
shall  be  provided,  such  as  will  enable  their  govern- 
ment to  meet  all  necessary  expenditures,  to  fulfil 
promptly  all  its  engagements,  and  to  maintain  that 
position  amongst  the  nations  to  which  we  are  enti- 
tled. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  system  of  revenue 
ou-'ht  to  be  provided  wiiich  will  be  permanent — 
which  will  continue  in  its  main  provisions  for  a  series 
of  years,  as  fluctuations  and  frequent  changes  are 
equally  embarrassing  to  the  government  and  to  the 
community.  It  is  repeated,  the  precise  amount  re- 
quired is  uncertain;  but.  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, a  smaller  sum  than  26,000,000  dollars  or 
iJ27,000,000  will  not  suflicc  for  the  ordinary  expen- 
ditures, including  payments  on  account  of  the  public 
debt. 

The  next  question  for  consideration  is,  what  will 
be  the  probable  amount  of  dutiable  imports?  By  a 
statement  from  the  treasury  (annexed  herelo)  exhi- 
biting the  value  of  merchandise  imported  annually, 
from  1834  to  1840,  included,  after  deducting  the  re- 
exportations, it  appears  that  the  average  amount, 
■which  would  have  been  subject  to  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent,  and  upwards,  under  the  act  of  the  Ilth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1841  was  Cdrawhack  on  refined  sugar,  &c., 
deducted)  about  <jn4,000,000,  on  which  the  estimated 
amount  of  duly,  at  30  per  cent,  is  526,526,352,  and  the 
estimated  duty  on  articles  paying  less  than  20  per 
cent  duty  is  jj'l20,000.  The  average  value  of  mer- 
chandise free  of  duty,  under  tlie  same  act,  was 
^19,986,260,  as  appears  by  an  annexed  table.  The 
fluctuations  in  those  years  wore  very  great;  the 
amount  in  1836  was  <J  135,537,888,  more  than  double 
that  of  1840,  which  was  $66,467,575,  and  nearly  dou- 
ble the  importation  of  IKW,  $69,9.38,63. 


There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  impor- 
tations of  this  and  of  two  subsequent  years  will  fall 
below  the  average  of  the  last  seven.  The  depressed 
price  of  cotton  and  all  our  principal  articles  of  pro- 
duce, the  derangement  and  state  of  the  currency, 
state  and  individual  indebtedness  abroad,  and  the 
general  stagnation  of  business,  must  have  the  effect 
to  lessen  importations.  A  large  amount  of  exports 
must  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon 
our  European  debt — probably  from  seven  to  ten  mil- 
lions; which  debt  itself  went  to  swell  the  amount  of 
imports.  A  larg^er  proportion  of  the  debt  was  pro- 
bably incurred  in  1836  than  in  any  other  year,  and 
our  imports  in  that  year  reached  the  enormous 
amount  of  $189,980,053.  (House  document,  num- 
ber 3,  26th  congress,9d  session.) 

The  next  interesting  and  important  Inqury  is,  how 
tlie  necessary  revenue  shall  be  raised,  whether  alte- 
rations in  the  tariff  laws  are  necessary,  and  in  what 
manner  the  system  shall  be  adjusted.  This  leads  us 
to  the  consideration  of  the  existing  laws,  a,nd  parti- 
cularly of  tlie  act  of  March  2,  1833.  It  has  become 
a  fact  beyond  question,  that  the  revenue  derivedfrom 
duties  on  importations,  on  the  scale  at  which  they 
are  now  established,  are  wholly  insufficient  to  meet 
the  necessary  expenditures.  This  is  distinctly  stated 
in  the  two  last  financial  reports.  The  treasury  esti- 
mate of  the  sum  arising  from  duties  accruing  and 
payable  in  1842,  supposing  the  compromise  act  (so 
called)  to  go  into  full  operation,  is  only  $15,000,000. 

What,  then,  is  to  be  done?  What  but  to  revise  the 
laws  concerning  duties?  In  other  words,  what  but  a 
revision  of  the  tariff? 

As  the  last  reduction  of  duties  under  that  law  will 
take  effect  from  and  after  the  30th  of  June  next,  by 
the  terms  of  the  act,  "all  duties  upon  imports  shall 
be  collected  in  ready  money,  and  all  credits  shall 
be  abolished,  and  such  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  may  be  necessary 
to  an  economical  administration  of  tlie  government; 
and  the  duties  required  to  be  paid  by  law  shall  be  as- 
sessed upon  the  value  thereof  at  the  port  where  they 
shall  be  entered,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law." 

It  is  therefore  extremely  doubtful  whether  any  du- 
ties can  be  collected  after  that  time,  unless  some  le- 
gal provision  on  the  subject  shall  first  be  made.  The 
great  provisions  of  that  act  are,  that  duties  shall  be 
collected  in  ready  money;  that  they  shall  be  assessed 
1  on  the  value  of  the  goods  in  the  port  where  they  shall 
be  entered,  instead  of  the  foreign  value,  and  that  du- 
ties shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  neces- 
sary revenue. 

By  that  act,  the  duties  accruing  under  the  act  of 
July  14,  18.32,  shall  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem; but  there  is  nothing  in  the  act  to  limit  the  du- 
ties to  that  amount;  on  the  contrary,  it  provides  for  the 
laying  of  such  duties  as  shall  be  necessary  for  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  the  government.  This  con- 
struction of  the  act  is  perfectly  clear  to  the  commit- 
tee; and  they  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enlarge  upon 
it.  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  congress,  in  1833,  and 
it  could  not  have  been  their  intention,  to  prescribe 
and  limit  the  rate  of  duties,  and,  of  course,  the  amount 
of  revenue,  for  this  great  and  growing  nation,  for  all 
time  to  come. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  that  act  was  made,  and  they  have 
been  disposed  to  carry  ont  its  provisions  as  far  as 
they  could,  consistently  with  the  interests  of  the  go- 
vernment and  the  security  and  preservation  of  great 
interests  which  have  grown  up  under  the  policy  of 
our  laws.  They  consider  the  requisition  of  cash  du- 
ties as  an  important  and  salutary  provision,  as  it  will 
not  only  secure  to  the  government  the  payment  of 
duties,  but  have  a  tendency  to  check  excessive  im- 
portations, by  abolishing  that  system  of  credit  which 
has  continued  from  the  beginning  of  the  government, 
which  was  necessary  and  convenient  in  the  infan- 
cy of  our  commerce,  but  which  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary. 

An  important  question  has  arisen,  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  warehousing  system,  in  con- 
nexion with  cash  duties.  The  subject  has  before 
been  brought  to  the  consideration  of  congress.  In 
1838,  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce  peti- 
tioned for  its  introduction,  and  a  bill  was  reported 
for  that  purpose.  The  experience  of  other  commer- 
cial countries,  particularly  of  England,  has  shown  its 
effects  to  have  been  good,  preventing  in  some  degree 
the'  extension  of  credits,  securing  to  the  revenue 
certainty  and  punctuality  of  payment,  and  encour- 
aging foreign  trade,  by  enabling  those  concerned  in 
it  to  find  in  the  warehouses  every  article  necessary 
to  make  up  assorted  cargoes,  and  allowing  importers 
to  choose  their  own  time,  within  reasonable  limits, 
for  sales  at  home  or  shipments  abroad.  The  neces- 
sity of  immediate  payment  of  duties  in  ready  money 
would,  in  some  cases,  oblige  importers  to  force  their 
goods  on    (he   market   unseafonably,  and   at  a  sacri- 


fice. It  would  promote  the  interests  of  large  capitalists 
only,  and  would,  at  times,  be  inconvenient  even  to 
them. 

The  committee  have  received  information  from  in- 
telligent and  experienced  merehanis  in  our  principal 
cities,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect, who  concur  in  opinion  that  a  warehousing  sys- 
tem ought  to  accompany  cash  paiimenls,  and  that  it  is 
generally  expected.  The  importers  of  tea  have  al- 
ways had  the^ccommodation  of  such  a  system,  when- 
ever that  article  was  subject  to  a  duty. 

The  opinion  of  t|ie  committee  is  favorable  to  the 
introduction  of  a  well  regulated  warehousing  system 
in  connexion  with  cash  payments;  but  they,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  think  it  advisable  that  there  should 
be  a  separate  bill  for  that  purpose,  as  it  must  con- 
tain many  details  which  can  only  be  obtained  from 
practical  men.  They  therefore  consider  this  as  a  re- 
port, so  far  in  part,  that,  unless  the  subject  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  commerce,  they  may  report 
a  bill  hereafter. 

Another,  deemed  at  the  time  as  one  of  the  most 
important  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  is 
that  which  provides  that,  after  June,  all  duties  .shall 
be  assessed  on  a  home  valuation.  This  was  a  great 
change,  as  the  foreign  cost  or  value  has,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  certain  charges,  been  the  basis  for  the  cal- 
culation of  ad  valorem  duties.  But  as  observed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  "undervaluations 
abroad,  frauds  real  or  supposed  in  invoices,  and  the 
unjust  advantages  which  were  believed  to  exist  in 
the  hands  of  foreign  manufacturers,  who  had  become 
themselves  the  importers  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  man- 
ufactured goods  from  Europe,  led  congress  to  look  to  a 
home  valuation  for  security,  as  well  to  the  American 
importing  merchant  as  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  pro- 
ducers of  similar  articles  in  the  United  States."  It  is 
manifest,  on  referring  to  the  debates  on  the  compro- 
mise act,  that  it  was  considered  as  a  provision  >  f 
great  importance  to  our  manufacturers  and  regular 
importers. 

IJnder  these  circumstances,  the  committee  have 
given  the  most  full  consideration  to  the  subject,  and 
have  inquired  whether  that  provision  of  the  act  can 
be  carried  out  strictly  and  literally;  and,  if  not, 
whether  an  equitable  substitute  can  be  provided  for 
it.  They  have  received  statements  from  merchants 
and  other  practical  men  of  the  greatest  experience, 
from  every  part  of  our  country,  and  they  all  concur 
I  in  opinion,  decidedly,  that  a  home  valuation  of  goods, 
in  the  port  where  they  shall  be  entered,  is  impracti- 
I  cable,  and  this  for  obvious  reasons.  It  would  require 
]  a  vast  increase  of  officers.  There  would  be  no  equa- 
lity or  uniformity  in  the  valuations  in  different  ports, 
I  nor  indeed  in  the  same  port.  There  would  be  the 
j  strongest  temptations  to  fraud,  however  rigid  might 
!be  the  regulations  or  perfect  the  machinery.  But  it 
j  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  on  this  point  Can  a  sub- 
jstitute  be  provided  which  shall  have  a  uniform  ope- 
I  ration  in  different  ports,  and  which  will  be  an  equit- 
able basis  for  the  assessment  of  duties?  This  question 
has  received  the  attention  of  the  committee.  They 
I  have  endeavored  to  devise  one,  or  to  learn  from  other 
[sources,  some  mode  by  which  such  a  valuation  may 
be  made. 

The  substitute  for  a  literal  home  valuation  which 
has  been  most  frequently  suggested  is  the  addition  of 
a  certain  per  centage  to  the  foreign  cost* — as  to  how 
much,  the  witnesses  vary — some  placing  it  at  25,  and 
othei'S  as  high  as  40  or  50  per  cent  according  to  their 
views  of  the  intention  of  the  law,  and  whether  the 
duty  itself  should  enter  into  the  value.  To  this 
mode  there  are  obvious  objections.  It  would  be  ex- 
tremely unequal  on  dilferont  articles,  as  the  charges 
of  importations  differ  essentially;  and,  besides,  one 
great,  perhaps  the  greatest,  object  expected  from  a 
home  valuation  [the  prevention  of  fraud]  would  be 
defeated,  as  the  ■assessment  of  duties  would  real- 
ly be  based  on  the  foreign  cost,  or  value,  as  hereto- 
fore. 

Another  suggestion  was,  to  authorise  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  to  ascertain  the  average  value  of 
goods  at  New  York,  or  at  two  or  three  dilicM'ent  ports, 
for  one  or  more  years,  from  their  sales,  and  to  estab- 
lish that  as  thCciistom  house  valuation.  This,though 
not  inipracticahle,  would  confer  a  responsibility  of  a 
lenislalivc  character,  on  a  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
which  he  could  not  desire,  and  the  expediency  of 
which  may  well  be  doubted. 

Another  system  of  homo  valuation  has  been  pro- 
posed; which  is,  to  fix  the  value  of  dutiable  articles, 
or  the  most  important  of  them,  in  the  act.  This,  it 
is  understood,  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  a 
committee  in  the  senate.  Should  they  succeed  in  their 
efforts,  and  such  a  valuation  be  established,  the  bill 
now  reported  may  be  made  to  conform  to  it  without 
difficulty. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  have 
reported  a  bill  imposing  duties,  in  part  ad  valorem  and 
ill  part  .vjifri/ic,  making  just  and  necessary  discrimina- 
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tions  in  the  rate,,  without  any  change  in  the  mode  of 
valuation;  but  with  additional  provisions  for  preven- 
tion of  frauds  and  under  valuations.  If  the  rnisin; 
the  necessary  revenue  were  the  only  ohject,  their 
task  would  have  been  comparatively  easy;  but  a  far 
more  dirticult  question  arose — the  manner  in  which 
it  shall  be  raised,  whether  by  a  uniform  and  horizon- 
tal or  by  a  varying  and  discriminating  rate  of  duties, 
as  regard  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  condition  ofgrent 
interests  in  our  country  might  require.  They  fully 
accord  with  the  president,  in  the  opinion  expressed 
in  that  part  of  his  message  referred  to  them:  "In 
imposing  duties,  however,  for  the  purposes  of  reve- 
nue, a  right  to  discriminate  as  to  the  articles  on  which 
the  duty  shall  be  laid,  as  well  as  the  amount,  neces- 
sarily and  properly  exists;  otherwise  the  government 
would  be  placed  in  the  condition  of  having  to  levy 
the  same  duties  upon  all  articles,  the  productive,  as 
well  as  the  unproductive.  The  slightest  duty  upon 
some  might  have  the  effect  of  causing  their  importa- 
tion to  cease;  whereas,  others,  entering  extensively 
into  the  consumption  of  the  country,  might  bear  the 
heaviest,  without  any  sensible  diminution  in  tlie 
amount  imported.  So  also  the  government  may  be 
justified  in  so  discriminating,  by  reference  to  other 
considerations  of  domestic  policy  connected  v/ith 
our  manufactures.  So  long  as  the  duties  shall  be 
laid  with  distinct  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  trea- 
sury, no  well-founded  objection  can  exist  against 
them."  j 

The  president  has  here  expressed  opinions  in  ac- 
cordance with  those  of  his  predecessors,  who  have  all 
recommended  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
either  as  an  important  source  of  national  wealth,  or, 
to  render  us  independent  of  foreign  nations  for  our 
necessary  supplies  in  the  event  of  war.  I 

The  impost  system  of  the  United  States  has  been 
from  the  first  act  in  1739,  and  more  especially  since 
1816,  so  intimately  connected  with  the  growth  and 
protection  of  American  capital  and  labor,  as  to  have 
raised  up  great  national  interests,  which  have  become 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and 
the  destruction  of  which  would  spread  calamity  over 
its  whole  extent.  They  have  grown  up-  under  our 
system  of  laws,  they  are  connected  with  all  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  nation;  and  all  must  agree  that 
they  cannot  be  disregarded  in  any  new  adjustment  of 
th&  revenue  system,  without  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences. 

It  is  impossible  to  legislate  on  this  subject  without 
affecting  these  interests,  and  all  other  great  interests, 
for  good  or  for  evil,  such  is  the  necessary  connexion 
between  the  regulation  of  duties  and  all  the  great  de- 
partments of  industry.  No  one,  it  is  presumed,  would 
desire  any  change  in  our  policy  which  would  materi- 
ally injure,  much  less  destroy,  these  great  interests, 
spread  over  the  nation;  in  which  our  citizens  have 
embarked  capital  to  a  vast  amount,  relying  on  the 
faith  of  the  government  that  congress  would  hereaf- 
ter, as  they  have  hitherto,  so  adjust  the  tariff  of  du- 
ties and  "regulate  our  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions" as  to  foster  and  encourage  our  own  industry. 

The  committee  have  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of 
this  duty  with  a  thorough  conviction  and  under  the 
deepest  impression  that  all  interests  of  the  people,  in 
every  portion  of  the  country,  and  that  all  the  people 
of  the  country,  in  every  section  of  it,  are  alike  enti- 
tled to  equal  notice  and  regard,  by  its  legislators;  and 
that  in  framing  laws  which  are  to  operate  on  all  the 
people,  even  prejudices  should  not  be  entirely  over- 
looked, when  disregard  of  them  might  weaken  the 
attachment  of  any  portion  of  the  people,  or  any  sec- 
tion of  tiie  country  to  our  inestimable  union. 

The  result  of  their  inquiries  is,  the  necessity  of  dis- 
crimination in  the  imposition  of  duties.  They  tielieve, 
in  the  first  place,  that  discrimination  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  revenue,  which  is  the  great  and  pri- 
mary ohject  in  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff.  Tliey 
believe,  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  "that  it 
cannot  be  regarded  as  wise,  by  any  portion  of  tlie 
country,  as  a  permanent  system  of  policy,  to  augment 
the  amount  of  revenue,  when  further  exigencies  re- 
quire such  augmentation,  by  raising  duties  on  all  ar- 
ticles, including  those  of  absolute  necessity,  to  the  full 
extent  of  20  per  cent,  (or  to  any  other  particular 
rate),  and  preserving  that  liniit,  at  the  same  time,  as 
a  fixed  barrier  against  higher  duties  on  any  article 
whatever." 

It  is  obvious  that,  if  the  duty  be  raised  above  a  ve- 
ry moderate  rate  on  articles  of  small  bulk  and  great 
Taliie,  the  object  will  be  defeated.  They  will  be 
smuggled,  and  wholly  escape  the  duty;  and  it  is 
equally  obvious  that  other  articles  will  bear  a  higher 
than  the  ordinary  rate  of  duty,  and  thus  yield  a  grea- 
ter revenue. 

But  this  is  flot  all.  The  committee  have  come  to 
a  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  discriminating  duties, 
from  other  reasons  also,  such  as  must  commend  them- 
selves to  every  patriotic  citizen.  They  believe  that 
discrimination  in  the  assessment  of  duties  is  necessa- 


ry to  the  prosperity  of  every  branch  of  industry,  and 
I  is  essential,  not  only  to  the  prosperity  hut  to  the  very 
I  existence  of  some  of  our  most  important  manufactur- 
ing and  mechanical  interests — such  as  have  been  pro- 
tected and  fostered  by  the  policy  of  our  laws,  such  as 
j  are  most  essentially  and  extensively  connected  with 
I  the  labor  and  industry  of  our  country  in  all  its  bran- 
iches,  and  some  of  which  have  hitherto  been  consider- 
ed as  of  the  highest  importance  as  national  interests. 
Believing  this,  they  could  not  fail  to  recommend  a 
bill  based  on  principles,  which,  in  their  opinion,  are 
necessary  to  the  very  existence  of  such  interests. — 
;  They  do  not  propose  to  raise  more  revenue  than  is 
necessary  for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
government,  but  they  do  propose  to  do  this  in  such  a 
j  manner  that  while,  in  their  opinion,  it  will  not  bear 
unequally  and  oppressively  on  any  part  of  the  com- 
munity, but,  on  the  contrary,- will  render  the  whole 
nation  more  prosperous  in  peace,  and  belter  prepared 
for  war,  it  will  extend  its  protecting  shield  over  the 
labor  and  industry  of  tlie  country.  Their  object  has 
been  to  assess  duties  on  imported  articles  in  su(di  a 
manner  that,  while  a  sufficient  revenue  will  they  hope 
be  provided,  the  act  shall  afford  reasonable  encour- 
agement to  our  own  producers  of  the  same  articles, 
and  shall  slimiilate  their  enterprise  and  reward  their 
industry,  by  so  far  securing  to  them  our  own  markets 
that  they  may,  at  least,  enter  them  in  fair  competi- 
tion with  foreign  producers.  They  have  especially 
considered  the  condition  and  wants  of  those  branches 
of  industry  whose  products  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  result  of  labor,  as  the  chief  cause  oflheditTercnce 
in  the  cost  of  producing  manufactured  articles  here 
and  in  Europe  is  the  difference  in  the  wages  or  value 
of  labor.  But,  in  discriminating  in  the  rate  of  duties, 
they  have  not  disregarded  the  interests  of  the  reve- 
nue; on  the  contrary,  they  believe  that  more  revenue 
will  be  collected  by  the  present  bill  than  would  he 
received  under  a  lower  rate  of  duty,  especially  if  the 
duty  waS(H(  I'rt/oi-Lm;  and  they  have  not  made  any  du- 
ty which  will  he  prohibitory,  unless  the  market  is 
now  wholly  supplied  by  our  own  citizens,  under  the 
operation  of  existing  or  former  laws. 

The  provision  of  the  compromise  act  which  re- 
quires that,  after  June  next,  all  duties  shall  be  ml  va- 
lorem, was,  as  observed  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  his  report,  "a  great  change  in  the  system  of 
imposts,  as  it  has  been  heretofore  regarded  as  the  dic- 
tate of  prudence  and  the  teaching  of  long  experience, 
that,  for  the  prevention  of  fVauds  and  the  security  of 
the  revenue,  duties  ought,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  be 
made,  not  ad  valorem,  but  specific."  The  committee 
are  slill  of  this  opinion,  and  in  this  they  are  confirm- | 
ed  by  the  opinions  of  many  intelligent  merchants  and 
manufacturers,  who  all  concur  in  the  belief  thai  spe-  I 
ciRc  duties  allbrd  the  best  security  against  frauds, 
from  which  the  government  and  our  own  importing  j 
merchants  and  manufacturers  have  suffered  so  severe- 
ly. They  have  therefore  retained  specific  duties; 
some  amount  to  more  and  some  to  less  than  thirty 
percent,  ad  valorem.  In  the  aggregate,  much  more 
revenue  will,  in  their  opinion,  be  received,  tlian 
would  be  by  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  cent, 
or  indeed  any  other  uniform  ad  valorem  duty.  Much 
the  largest  part  of  the  revenue  has  heretofore  been 
raised  from  specific  duties,  as  it  appears  from  a  ta- 
ble of  tfie  same  in  the  appendix.  I 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  provides:  | 

1.  A  general  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  cent, 
with  few  exceptions,  where  the  duty  is  on  that  priu- 
cipTe. 

2.  A  discrimination  is  made,  for  the  security  of 
such  interests  as  cannot  be  preserved  without  it,  as 
well  as  for  revenue,  by  specilic  duties  on  valuations, 
bringing  the  duties  in  some  instances  below  and  in  1 
some  above  the  rate  of  the  general  ad  valorem  duty, 
and  fixing  the  duty  at  as  low  a  rate  as  is  consistent 
with  the  security  of  those  objects.  I 

3-  As  a  general  priiici|)le,  the  duty  on  the  articles  ! 
subject  to  such  discriminalion  is  made  at  the  rate  it' 
was  in  1840,  after  tlie  deduction  of  four-tenths  of  the 
excess  over  twenty  per  cent,  under  the  act  of  March 
2,  IS33.  Many  departments  of  industry  were  able  to  ' 
continue  in  successful  operation  under  this  reduction,  \ 
which  cannot  sustain  the  great  reduction  of  January  i 
last,  and  which  would  be  ovenvhelmed  under  thej 
full  operation  of  that  act.  i 

The  arrangement  of  duties  in  such  manner  that, ' 
while  they  would  yield  a  sufficient  revenue,  they 
v/ould  promote  the  productive  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, especially  as  applied  to  our  infant  manufactures, 
has  been  considered  as  the  established  policy  of  the 
government.  In  that  part  of  the  country  which  is 
commercial  and  navigating,  and  which  had  been  op- 
posed to  the  tariff  acts  of  181G  and  1824,  many  with- 
drew a  portion  of  their  capitals  from  commerce,  and 
applied  them  to  manufactures.  They  had  confidence 
in  the  government,  that  the  system,  deliberately  set- 
tled, would  not  be  abandoned.  It  has  proved  to  be  a 
wise  policy.     Its  effects  have  exceeded  the  hopes  and 


edictions  of  its  most  ardent  friends.  In.leed,  among 
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predictions  of  its 
all  the  wonders  i 

in  wealth  and  power,  nothing  is  more  wonderful— ft 
may  be  almost  said,  more  miraculous—than  the  his- 
tory of  our  manufactures  Capital  has  been  applied 
to  manufantiirrs,  through  our  extended  countrv  — 
The  genius  of  the  people  has  been  stimulated  to  the 
greatest  and  most  diversified  exertion.  The  manu- 
facture of  iron,  wool,  cotton,  glass,  paper,  cutlery 
and  an  almost  infinite  variety  of  articles,  has  sprung 
up,  furnishing  cmplovment  to  vast  masses  of  people 

The  reward  to  those  who  have  boldly  adventured 
in  these  new  pursuits,  so  full  of  blessings  to  the  coun- 
try, has  not  been  equal  to  their  enterprise.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  committee  shows  that  many  of  the 
principal  branches  of  manufacture  are  in  a  state  of 
great  depression,  owing  to  the  deranged  state  of  the 
currency,  to  over  produclion  at  home  and  abroad  to 
the  influx  of  goods  sent  hereby  foreign  manufactuVes 
and  dealers,  and  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  congress,  and  what  will  be  the  future  policy 
of  the  government. 

The  committee  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  in- 
quire into  the  condition  of  particular  branches  of  in- 
dustry; to  consider  the  legislation  of  other  nations  on 
the  same  subjects,  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  production 
in  foreign  countries  and  at  home,  and  to  collect  such 
facts  as  would  enable  them  to  determine  in  each  case 
what  amount  of  duties  ought  to  be  laid,  and  in  what 
■]i  ..The  result  of  their  inquiry  and  examination 
IS  a  belief  that  an  uniform  ml  rcilorcm  duty  of  30  per 
cent,  whilst  it  would  be  insufficient  for  th"e  purposes 
of  revenue,  would  bringdown  many  of  our  great  me- 
chanic interests,  and  annihilate  branches  of  manufac 
Inrejn  which  large  capitals  have  been  invested.  From 
the  evidence  furnished  to  them,  and  all  the  examina- 
tion they  have  been  able  to  make,  they  are  satisfied 
that,  unless  specific  and  discriminatingduties  are  laid 
some  of  the  greatest,  most  extensive,  and.  in  a  na- 
tional point  of  view,  most  important  interests,  and 
some  which  a  wise  national  policy  has  heretofore  en- 
couraged—as  the  manufacture  of  paper,  leather, 
glass,  and  particularly  of  woollens,  cordage  and  iron' 
as  being  of  national  importance — cannot  be  sustained! 

The  community  is  hardly  aware  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  some  of  those  manufactures,  whose  pros- 
perity, nay,  whose  very  existence,  depends  on  a  pro- 
per adjustment  of  the  tariff,  of  the  capital  invested 
the  number  of  persons  connected  with  them,  and  of 
their  connexion  with  the  agricultural  and  navigatin" 
interests  of  the  country.  The  committee  wilfrefer 
to  some  of  those,  the  statistics  of  which  have  been 
furnished  to  them.  Among  these  is  the  manufacture 
of  paper,  which  has  been  greatly  extended, and  which 
has  furnished  our  market  with  the  article  at  a  price 
greatly  reduced. 

It  appears  by  a  statement  annexed,  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  paper  manufacturers,  that  there  are  six 
hundred  paper  mills  in  the  United  States,  emoloyin"- 
a  capital  of  ^IG, 000,1)00,  and  manufacturing  nearly  to 
that  amount  annually;  giving  support  to  more  than 
50,000  persons.  Under  the  protective  policy  of  our 
laws,  home  competition  alone  has  reduced  the  price 
of  paper  nearly  one  half.  About  170,000,000  pounds 
of  rags  and  other  materials  are  annually  used  more 
than  150,000,000  of  which,  of  the  value  of' about 
$5,000,000,  are  collected  in  this  country,  and  which 
could  not  be  applied  to  any  other  useful  purpo.se,  and 
is  tlierefore  a  saving  or  produclion  of  wealth  to  that 
amount.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  under  an 
a,l  valorem  duty  of  30  per  cent,  this  business  could 
not  be  sustained.  The  country  would  be  flooded 
with  the  product  of  the  cheap  labor  of  France,  Ger- 
many and  Italy. 

The  cotton  manufacture  is  perhaps  as  well  estab- 
lished as  any  important  manufacturing  interest  in  the 
country;  and  yet  even  this  has  a  vital  interest  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  tariff.  It  cannot  be  considered  as 
secure  from  foreign  competition,  not  even  in  coarse 
cottons,  under  a  mere  ad  valorem  duty.  A  very  in- 
teresting and  able  memorial,  from  citizens  of  Boston 
and  its  vieinily,  containing  a  history  of  that  manu- 
facture in  the  United  States,  and  a  statement  of  its- 
present  condition,  particularly  of  the  cotton  printing 
establishments,  is  annexed.  They  say:  "The  cotton 
manufacture,  as  an  important  branch  of  American 
industry,  takes  the  date  from  the  year  1816.  Its 
rapid  CTdcnsion  has  been  without  parallel  in  the 
whole  history  of  commerce.  It  reached  the  consump- 
tion of  100,000  bales  in  1-325,  and  now  amounts  to 
300,000  bales,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
pounds.  The  present  consumption  is  equal  to  the 
whole  export  of  the  United  States  up  to  the  year 
1820,  or  the  whole  consumption  of  American  cotton 
in  Great  Britain  up  to  the  same  period,  and  exceeds 
our  exports  to  France  previous  to  the  year  184U. 

There  are  some  circumstances  connected  with  the 
intruduction  and  progress  of  this  manufacture  which 
are  entitled  to  notice,  in  their  connexion  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  cotton  growing  states,     The  article  first 
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lOt 

i^.Mi-f      A  i'abric,  sloxitev  and  heaMer  i.ian  any  uuu 
hlret  .lore  n  ..e.Vas  nrod.Ke<!  o.k!  hec-,>.r,.>  a  vavor,ie 

S;        BntJl?mam.f3cU.rers.  and.became  an  ob- 
tenionoi  imitalions,  under   the 

i^me^of  .don^'stics   now   consli.ute   a   very   larg 


■  _  - — ^ ^— — — — '- ^ — ■  r    f     ■  n*     tihli'iin^ei'tsin  connf\!on  with  them, 

question,  add  very  n.ueh  to' the  gloom  and  apprehen-  ^;;;:™/;;;,;';;'i^-;j,,„e;;:.d:  '  Th>y  w-_,nldbe.aerifi<;ed 
,ior,s  ,vl„rh  now  attn.-i>  to  th,s  >nte.e-=  ,,         ,    j;/a,-,,„;,le  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  rent.     The 

The  sta'emrnt  of  these  rj^n-'-'i-'-' ••^'' '\f";^'..X  rnteVinthc  bill  reported  are-on  wool,  the  value  of 
by  other  cv,d.-nee,  which  show,,  also,  '^at  ad  -alo  ^^'^^  '"  ,  „  .^^^J^  g-  ht  p^nts,  four  cents  a  pound 
rem  duties  would  fill  our  markets  with  coarse  co.ton    """f'  ,.^,^         ,ent.  ad  valorem;  Tind  on  n.anu- 

goods.  made  from  E  -st  Indm  cotton.  „,  ,  ,i,h-    faHurcs  of" wool  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem      In  their 

'  Edward  Gray.  esq.  propri-'or  of  a  l^;--;'- "'^^'^^^  opin  un  "hese  interests,  could  not  be  sustan,ed  under 
ment  at  Ellicott's  mills,  Maryland,  and  on'  "f  the  o^'^"';';^,^^  ^^  ,1,,,^.  They  were  not  able  to  report 
oldest- cotton  mantifacturer^  in  the  !  n.l.^l     -.^     -.a."  3„,„titute  for  an   ad  valorem  duty  on  woollens, 

-e"o/.d=i>W,-now   c^nsUtu.   a   very   large    -;,--   ^  ^^r°.- It t^f    ^i,  -   --^ll^^  ^^y^^lm  tl,l!;L:r?nS^ 

the  growth  of  lnd.a  m,xe^.Uh^^smal.  P;^  ^_^^^^^1  ^^  ^,_^^^  ^„^,„„    ,„  im^;cm  of  h,s^goods,^^^>eh  es^    ^^^  t^:^Xr'^^  1^  '^'^ 

Until  within  two  or  three  yeai-s,;he    j^'^';^^;,;,'";^;  ^^^i,(  ij^   „,her  Than  a  savage  state,  or 


^-rr'^tJoniirwhich^  they^^^dslj^a.  article  ,  of^t^cotto,,,: 

::s:i"inrer;,:r^xt;!^\n..durab.^ 

of'ihls  m^m^f^uL:^"^  sild  lH'^Sot^^" '"  ^^IG,  |  short  s^ple;  hut  lately,  m   cnseqnence  of  ,mp.ove_  ,.         ,   .__...„„  .„„.„..  „,  .h.s 


able  to 


iron      Very   interesting  statistics  of  this 


t  ,n.ed  li'nder  moderate  dut'^ies,  others  require  the  se- 
has  been  its  progress,  ina.  ........  — •—   _^         of  1  coirse  cottons,  made  orin.li;.  cotton.  ,,..-em  '  curitv  of  higher  rates  of  duties.     Tliisgrcat  interest  is 

ant  as  a  sonrne  of  wealth  ^"J-''^^;,"  ;„;.,,.  of  our   the  valuation  of  plain  goods  snou  d  b«  J'l'°"   f ^^'^'i'^;  I    ,    .,  the  amount  paid  for  labor,  and  the  great  va  le 
vhich  furnishes  support  to  so  "\«">  '  '™  ^^"'^    ?    ^,„    fo,  the  colored  25  cents;  th,.,  wilh  a  duty   of  .0   per    pi  )  i.^  ^  ^^^.^^^1  i,,^^,^,..     Qi-es  of  this 

population,  specihe  ''".^>f.%"«  '"^'X^'tb^^c^tl  ey    cent  would  answer,  and  make   the  duty  ^^'f ' '' ««^  '^Jl^'of  the  greatest  richness  and  finest  qnalUy,  are 
'opinion  of  the   memorialists.     On  this  ^"''.'-  =  •^'"^^^^^,340.     The  valuations  and  rate  of  duty  suggested  •  meUJ,  m^u^__b^^^^.^^_^^^  ^^^^  ^^^_^j_.^__^^,^ 
express  themselves  with  great  ^^fength^  ^->^*  proposed  in  the  bill  reported. 

"The   point,   however,  which   we  would  respect  |  oyumi    ^   l,^„,|„„„,,   „f  Fi,hkill.  wfll  kn. 


'  metal   of  the  greatesi  ricnneaa  u.n.  ..:...^.  ^..^...j,-- 
,  -       -  -  i  (bend  in  every  section  of  the  country-many  ot  them 

express  memseivea  v,....  5..  -  r"";?'",„„„iH  resnert- 1  bv  him  are  proposed  m  ine  on.   .c,....  ..-(i-  midst  of  forests,  or  surrounded  by  inexhaustiDie 

i.The  point,  however,  which  we  ^"'fj^^^.V,      Peter  H.  SclencU,  of  Fi^ldciU  '-'''"'"  "'°"' i  fi",  of  eoa    near    ivei-s,  or  canals,  or  railroads, 

fully    urge  upon  congress  is.    ha       «  f«7^;^'^f;^„^^    ^f'Z   most   experienced   manufacturers,    confirm    ;  fi^.  1^  '^,\X'e"  made  at  vast  expense,  to  furnish  fa- 
,t,  rate,  should  be  specihc,  either  >     tl'e  form  ot  one    01  ^^^^„^   '^^  „■,,!  be  seen  by  referring  to  his  ^  ^  •■^^Vfor  transportation.     It  would  be  easy  to  sho« 

Bxed  duty  on  the  square  yar.l  on  all  f"'  on      anulac       '  ^^^^^^^^^     g.,,^-,!^,  statements    were    also    f''  ''f  ■,  f  J,"  ,  P,  interest,  on  aceountofitsconnex.oi 


fixed  duty  on  tnc  square  J**- '  ^  [y^Q^Q  which  are    tcs'imony  annexed 

:d':Srd:?:;i^  So^.  costmg  over  a  specified  j  t>;;.;-elaUon  tj.  tha.  g^at  inU^s^    cotton 


'"The  consequence  of  a,l  vnlnrem.  duties,  they  thiiVk 
would  be  the  introduction  of  goods  mane  l.'om  Ihj 
I,?  for  cotton  of  India  instead  of  o-r  o-,n.  Iney 
repeat  tli.'ir  conviction  of  the  necessity  that  the  duly 
should  in  some  mode  be  specific. 


—  an  interest  not  of  mere  local  impo.ta 

,1  rii'   ■111  co-.-trn;  colLon  mills  are  e.-labiislie. 
„  .o'.'ilh  a--  well  as  the  nnrth.     Tlie  wli..lc  o.m 

,, ,tj.   is   i„  some  wiy  interested  m  i!s  nrospcntj 

planters,  who  furnish  the  ra 


■  mate 


c  mode  oe  speciuL-.  pi.a. .,,-.■■,  ■■•■-  ■-  .  . 

,t  nrgeiippn  congre.  too  earnest^ourl  find  -^^-^"^^f;-^;:'"^ 


veil  a; 


ill  we  not  give  full 


cii'itie«  for  transportation.  It  would  be  easy  to  showr 
that  it  is  a  national  interest,  on  """""'"f 'J^'="""''^'°" 
with  a-riru!ture,  comm'orce  and  llie  arts.  In  New 
Jersey  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  states 
th-  pr.  sperity  of  this  manufacture  is  essential  to  that 
of^lhe  state  Whatever  sho.jid  se. iously  atfect  an  in- 
toi  ---t  like  this  would  be  a  national  calamity.  If  sus- 
I  ,  ,.d  mkI  encouraged,  by  security  a.gainst  imindation 
fr,  n  t;,e  products  of  the  depressed  labor  of  Lngland, 
and  a-iinst  the  vacillating  policy  of  our  own  govern- 
'"^''ment'there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  country 
"''''  '     -11   at  no  very  distant  period,  be  supplied  with  ma- 


n  home  vahKUion,  :u  "'u  liunv^-v^x  -  t--- .■   ;  '    ^ 

",!^j  principle,  approaching  eq,,alitv-;an_d  no^art^lej 


<.rds'^;^f^?srr^;;:^s:un^r;^^Va:o-iwi,i..,he,. 
-^^^•;:^;ut  going  in-^.^n-> -s;™b:!^Vf;!r±J^;; 


convSionr  that' w!;;ther"i^'^eference  to    reveiine   ;^^  J  J;;;;;^^;;^„i,'^:S'o;;;io;;  of  m^^'o^tlie  great^s^  i  '^^^'^^  °1  "r^lleh'they' ca^T  be  b^ugM  to  our  mar- 
alone,   or  the  protection   of  0111    >'™' "'';„'";„     ..^  ■  Unowlcd-e  and  experience,  and  who,  relying  on  what ,  ^       ^^^  country. 

of  printed  c.ttons  presents  an  '"^"P'"''^,^''^  ">  ^^^^^^       '  IV.'    ,,.1;.^  .n   imported  colU.ns  as  to  secure  to  our    "»; ^''l' "'"  °      ,,   hemp  and  cordage,  an  importer 
■   ation,  at  our  numerous  port=  of  e_,,,_rj ,  a.  ^  t,,,  ^   .Jl.^^^^^^^  ^^^^  P^^^^^  advantage  of  our  own  raarke  ,   ^    f.^"^' ^;^'y^^^^^^^^^^  ^^of  Russian  cordage  for  less 

ired  by  persevering  labor, skill,    could  a.io.u.u  hemn.     The  reason  is 

.„  ™„ ,,  - w...  '.«M  !.•  I-  <"  "»!»•  i;  z  £S"  «"rl:S,nioiriiu„i.  **.. 

- ,    ,,  ,.  „„  '.;;;°'™i";,T,™,..  »n»,«.d  ,.ah  ..o»i, in «.  1."  »'"  r:;;"r.";"'p  is"  .;K5.°.£ 

zT.J^t;''xf^s:^J^s^;Bs^^  •'-*"- 

machinery,  for  propelling  which,  our  streams  of  wa-  ■  '■^■•<'  "^  °"f  f  ^  ''L  uq^,  ,|o().  to  which  should   be 

olrpndv  staled— the  atipca  ion  of  capital  to  tins  ma-    J  no  annu.ii  i"..u" 
SSft^e   wUh  a  po'w'^er  and  rapidity    without  any    mill,ony,fjK.un  s^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

precedent;   the  «allinS  i"'o  action  a  mass  of  human        fh^^^^^^^^^  ,,^^  ^^^  „,.  j^.^^ 

abor  previously  dormant  and  inactive;  a' d  "U  ll^sl  [01  ncr  leg^^^^^^  1         cent,  ad  valo- 

With  a  constant  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  com- ,  "^^^J^"'/?"  jhe  aH  of  1330,  the  same  specific  duty, 
tnodities  produced,  and  an  '^-^^^"^^f'^V^'Z I  and'fcu-    'p'"  c  nt  ad  valoreln.     Surely  this  interest 
tion  of  this  one  great  staple  to  new  P'°<^"<-'=' ^"''  ^"^^  i^' „^t';,^i,n  to  tiie  consideration  of  congress.- 
"^^hlv  state  that  "all  the  branches  of  t^c  cotton    Woo,  ^ij^a^  maj^rial^  of  ^a^^in^^ 
manufacture  are  now  in  a  state  of  m  serable  dePres-     u.nal  point  of  v^^vbmcc  ,,1^„„,^.^,(  „„  „,„ 

"on  We  attribute  this  depression,  in  a  great  mea-  last  war  « I'"'  »o  ',•<"„.'  which  were  ..bl.iined 
sure  to  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency  ^"^"^:^'^"']'Z!^ ^^^  bVill  i  c.  inm.-r-.e,  an:!  furnish- 
out  so  great  a  part  of  the  United  ^'".^':.  ",f ,,"','! ^^01,;  a  h^  mo  enormous  pri'-es,  it  has  been  a 
glutted  state  of  foreign  markets  arising  out  of  o y  .  cd  o  y  s^,  "t  •„,  our  national  pdiey  to  render  our 
production  .Kl  over  t,.d,,,ylusl™,^ 

which  hjn,.;sovertlie  proceedings  of  congriiss  en  tnai '  encoui.i^eo  „  t, 


cents  on  untarred  and  four  cents  on  tarred  cordage— 
which  ra"es  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  re- 

''' ShouldVn  equal'^^  vahn-em  duly  be  laid  on  the  raw 
m'Uerial  and  on  refined  sugar,  every  sugar  refinery 
„:  'st  P  as  appears  hy  interesting  statement  an- 
^„ved  The  cVnital  invested  in  Ibis  business  is  im- 
mimst  1  is  p^tected  by  the  policy  of  France, 
Sreat'nr  tain,  and  other  nations.  Great  Bntam  a  - 
^vfa  bouit;  in  .its  exportation.  Other  interests 
mlht  be  referred  to,  for  the  purpose  of  sliowmg  he 
"eressily  of  discrimination  for  revenue,  and  for  the 
oreservation  of  important  branches  ol  industry  and 
';  s  1  .e  tments,  as  in  the  manufactures  of  glass 
white  nnd  other  leads,  salt,  coal,  (the  neress  ty  of 
V„MW,.r  which  Ins  beeii  strongly  represented  Irnm 
^^•^n  ^  ^^"uilu- 70,00d,000^p^un,ls  of  whicd>  are 
amiTially  produced  m  Louisiana;  but  it  cannot  be  ne- 

I'^BnUhe  necessity  of  discriminating  and  ^P^^if'^  d;'- 
;.,..-.^.., .    ,       ,  ,1   .;.  „„t  confined  to  lar.ge  manulacturingcstabiish- 

Ihe   mo.st  enormous  pri'cs,  it  has  been  a   tu :.   s  noi-  ma.-hincry, and  employing  large 

obj..'ct  in  our  national  pdiey  to  render  ""■:  '"'•!^;'':"'^''X    stated.     They  are  essential,  also, 

alcd  I  country  incicponilent  of  foreign  nations  for  ailurlcs  of  |  capjt^als  ..s^is  ou.n^^^   interests,  carried  on  wholly  by 
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are  nmK:ns 


aer  a  sv? 


labor.     Anion;;;  the  most  innportant  of  Ihc^e   is  the    s 

leather  and  shoe  business,  an   intrresting  ,'ici-oi!t:t  of 

which  lias  been  fiirnishert  by  a  rlelesntion  appoinled  by 

a  convention  of  "nine  hundred  dealers,  raaniifoetiirers, 

and  opera!  ivts.holden  in  Boston,  on  the  2d  of  Mareh." 

They  state  iliat  the   leather  and  slioe  businpss  is  llie 

largest  manufaetiiring  interest   in  Ihe  country,  pro-    ,•„<;,  .„  „„„v,  „„,„,„„„„  „,:,i,  ti,  ,,        •     ..    - 

dncing  commodities  to   the    amonnt   of  more   than   i    '/°i  commerce  w,th  them  as  they  ,n  their 

$50,000.(100  annually,  and  giving  emplovment  to  not   fo^^d    fir  on    e'x'rnl^'of  freet'd  ""f™  1  '"/""" 

less  than  100,000  persons.     They  refer  to  (he  .stal"  ■  ■      •   "^^P'^  of  free  trader     Knglanrt  .m- 


pid   advances  in  maiiufa 

gorons  r  *trictip,i«. 

Until   the  European   nations    clianne  Ih 

there  can  be  no  really  free  tirade   fur    (he 

Should  v,e  only  adopt  lliis  policy,  free   tr; 

only  on  one  side,  and  that  not  ours.     We  : 


theii 


'ir  nolicv, 
V.  States, 
de  niil  be 
ha!)  enjnv 


Jlassachiisetts  alone.  They  state  that, 
reduction  of  duties  nnder  the  compromis 
portations  of  bools  and  shoes  have  greatly  increased, 
and  especially  since  the  last  reduction.  The  relative 
cost  of  boots  and  shoes  in  Paris  ami  Boston  is  as  65 
cents  to  one  dollar,  and  in  Germany  the  price  is  still 
less. 


poses  prohibitory  duties  on  all  articles  slie  can  raise 
or  manufacture.  This  is  her  settled  policy.  Should 
an  insufficient  I arilf,  with  her  vast  surpluses  poured 
in  upon  us,  break  diivn  our  establishmenls,  and  vv 
again  import  our  cotton,  woo! 
factui-cd  goods,  what  would 

them?     With  what  could  we  pay  her.'     She  will  not 

IS   per-   take  from  us  our  wheat  and  corn,  unless  her  popula- 

ion   is  in  a  starving  condition,  because  they  will  in- 


tics  of  Massachusetts,  carefully  collected  for  the  year 
1837,  by  sworn  assessors  in  each  town,  which  show 
that  that  state  alone  manufactures  leather,  boots, 
and  shoes,  to  the  value  of  #18,000,000  annually,  em- 
ploying not  less  than  40,000  persons. 

At    least  40   per  cent,  of  their  products   is   from 
manual   labor,  a   large  proportion  of  whi 
formed  by  females,  15,000  of  whom  are  employed  in    J: 

iring   the    terfere  M(i(h   her  own  agricultural    interests.     The 

™.L'i""    P'"'"'""^''  of  ouf  fisheries  and  our  forests  will  find  no 

admission   there,  because  she    must   encourage  her 


broad  ar.ns  through  onr  vast  interior.  Wo  call 
It  •■oasting  trade.  It  is  a  great  commercial  and  navi- 
gating interest  Uissnchaa  internal  commerce  as 
W'as  never  before  enjoyed  by  any  nation— now  em- 
ploying an  immense  tonnage,  and  many  lar^'c  ships 
like  Ihose  between  Boston  and  iVcw  York  and  N'ev,f 
Orleans— voyages  equal  in  length  and  of  equal  im- 
portance to  those  across  the  Atlantic. 


own  fisheries  and   her  colonial    timber  trade.     She 

will  take  a  few  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  but 

charged  with  a  duty  and   excise  of  ten  times  its  ori- 

un,,i  /, !,„.',  ,„„N  ,1    ,    ,u      v.-       u  r      ■        I  ginal  cost,  and    thus  yielding  a    twelfth    iiart  of  her 

„.  „^  ,h^       '^      -^     1  '    '''   be   specific,  >s  a  i  Revenue  from   imports.     Sue  will  not  t.,)  c  from  us 

point  that  we  would  press,  as  one   of  the  •r-n.^t^^t .  .  .      .   .   r 

importance,  both    as  regards   the  protectio 

manufacture,  and  the  revenue  which  th 

proposes  to  raise.     It  should  be  specific,  to  pre 


-i^'-'""'  '=  »!  revenue  (rom  imports.  She  will  not  t.i'ic  from  us 
the  greatest  i  a.,y  article  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
,'"!.'  °   ,""'' !  °f  ^^'^  country,  except  our  cotton,  which  has  become 

at  protection  |  essential  to  her  cotton  manufactures — that  branch  of 


the  frauds  and  impositions  which  are  practised  on  the 
country." 

Who  would  hazard  by  the  mode  of  levying  diitiei, 
or  by  adhering  to  a  fixed  rate  of  ad  valorem  duty,  an 
interest  of  such  vast  magnitude,  and  which  furnishes 
employment  to  so  many  persons?  Who  would  wish 
to  see  our  mechanics  driven  from  their  occupations, 
and  our  flourishing  villages,  where  this  bnsincss  is 
carried  on,  falling  into  decay,  because  the  oppress- 
ed workmen  of  Europe  can  furnish  these  articles 
cheaper? 

All  the  great  interests  of  the  country  are  now  in  i  P^"""- "'"  ";'"^="'.''-''''";S 'i"'"'e  "f  our  own  produce."  We 
-every  branch  of  lately  noticed  the  startling  fact,  that  four-fifths 


her  industry  which  is  now  essential  to  her  national 
wealth  and  jiower — and  she  is  straining  every  nerve 
to  become  independent  of  foreign  nations  for  this. 

A  departure  from  that  policy  under  which  duties 
on  imports  have  been  so  arranged  as  to  encourage 
domestic  industry,  it  is  feared,  would  be  most  disas- 
trous. Foreign  nations  would  flood  this  country  with 
their  productions,  and  destroy  our  manufactures,  by 
depriving  them  of  the  home  market.  The  operation 
of  it  would  be  like  that  of  our  reciproca!  treaties,  as 
they  are  called,  under  which  we  have    lost    a    great 


Besides,  our  tariffs  of  discriminating  duties  have 
never  dealt  out  favors  with  a  partial  hand.  All  have 
been  considered  with   equal    favor,  as  the  claims  of 

estaDiisnmems   ano  .vr  ,?}^  '"'"  ^'^"'''-     ^'"'  "^=''*'  ^""^  "^^'"'  fisheries  have 
es  dDiisnmems,  ana  we  [  hgen  protected  by  a   prohibitory  duty  on    forei.Tn  oil 

st'^reVeive  i';:,  "n  f";   I"'  f  '--1  dut/on  fi'sh.     Our'coast'ing  trade 'is"co°n! 

sue  receive  in  rei.i.n  toi  fin,,,]  exclusively  to  our  own  vessels.  Foreign  wheat 
and  other  agricultural  products  are  charged  with  a 
duty,  in  almost  all  cn'.es  prohibitory;  and^  the  <-reat 
southern  staple  has  hitherto  been  protected  by  a"pro- 
hibitory  duty. 

_  That  most  numerous  and  important  class the  a"-- 

riculturists— have  the  greatest  interest  in  the  prol- 
perity  of  manufacturing  and  mechanical  labour.  A 
change  of  policy  which  should  break  these  down, 
would  deprive  them  of  their  best  markets.  Wherever 
manufacturing  establishments  are  located,  villages 
spring  up  around  Ihem;  their  effects  are  immediate- 
ly seen  in  the  increased  value  of  land  in  (he  vicinity. 
Perlrtps  it  would  not  be  extravagant  to  slate  that  Ihe 
establishment  of  manufactures  had  added  an  amount 
to  the  agricultural  wealth  of  tlie  country  equal  to 
the  capital  employed  in  manufactures.  Few  are 
aware  of  the  extent  of  demand  for  agricultural  )>ro- 
duce,  for  the  supply  of  a  single  manufacturing  estab- 
lishment. An  interesting  statement  on  this  "subject 
is  annexed  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Sc/henck. 


an  extremely  depressed  condition — ev 
industry  is  paralyzed.  How  is  it  that,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  with  a  country  abounding  in  natural 
resources,  with  an  active  and  enterprising  popula- 
tion, increasing  w'ithout  a  parallel  in  the  history  of 
the  human  race,  and  rolling  on  towards  the  western 
ocean,  settling  as  rich  lands  as  the  sun  shines  up  m, 
and  when  Providence  has  blessed  us  with  fruitful 
seasons,  with  all  the  means  and  facilities  of  success- 
ful enterprise;  how  is  it  that,  blessed  by  heaven  be- 
yond any  other  people  who  ever  existed,  the  voice 
of  complaint  should  come  up  from  every  part  of  the 
land. 

There  are  several  causes  for  the  present  depres- 
sion of  property  and  genera!  slagiiation  of  business, 
one  of  which  will  be  admitted  to  be  the  large  amount 
of  our  importations  over  the  amount  of  exports. 
This  depresses  our  home  industry,  and  draws  from 
the  country  annually  large  balances  in  specie,  crip- 
pling our  banks,  and  depriving  them  of  the  power  to 
grant  the  necessary  facilities.  The  same  causes  pro- 
duced (he  exhaustion  of  our  resources  and.  the  em- 
barrassment which  were  the  principal  cause  ol'  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution.  As  stated  in  the  very 
able  petition  from  Windsor  countv,  Vermont,  "from 
1783  to  1789,  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  old  states  was 
perfectly  free  to  the  whole  world.  The  result  was. 
that  Great  Britain  filled  every  section  of  our  coun- 
try with  her  manufactures  of  wool,  cotton,  linen, lea- 
ther, iron,  glass,  and  all  other  articles  used  here,  and 
in  four  years  she  swept  from  (he  counlry  every  dol- 
lar and  every  piece  of  gold,"  &c. 

In  the  last  term  of  Gen.  Jackson's  administration 
the  imports  exceeded  the  exports  each  year,  making 
an  excess  of  $129,691,397. 

The  excess  of  imports  during  the  three  first  years 
of  Mr.  Van  Biiron's  administration  was  nearly  se- 
Tenty  millions.  In  1840,  for  the  first  time  for  ten 
years,  there  was  an  excess  of  exports.  In  1841  the 
imports  exceeded  the  exports  about  three  millions. 

A  tariff  of  duties  which,  while  it  will  supply  (he 
necessary  revenue,  will  check  excessive  importa- 
tifins,  and  prevent  the  flow  of  specie  abroad  for  the 
payment  of  large  balances,  will  do  much  to  restore 
the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Revenue  is  necessary; 
it  must  be  raised  from  duties  on  in-.poi-ts;  and,  "if 
these  are  wisely  arranged,  they  will  encourage  do- 
mestic industry,  and  improve  and  Increase  our  circu- 
lating medium,  so  essential  to  the  restoration  of 
prosperity. 

And  why  should  we  not  rely  more  upon  ourselves 
and  on  our  policy?  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  policy 
of  other  nations  to  induce  us  to'lead  the  way  in  fret- 
trade?  Free  trade!  Where  shall  we  go  to  find  an 
example  for  it?  All  the  great  nations  of  Europe  arc 
protect  ng  their  own  industry,  and  encouraging  their 
own  manufactures,  to  an  extent  before  unknown. 
France,  Prussia,  the  German   statjs,  and   even  Pius- 


of  all  the  tonnage  entering  one  of  our  southern  port 
is  foreign.  We  are  now  suffering  an  inundation  of 
foreign  goods,  arising  from  the  over-stocks  and  the 
reduced  rate  of  labor  in  Europe.  This  we  inay  al- 
ways be  subject  to,  at  times,  under  any  tariff  which 
may  be  passed;  but  the  lower  the  duties,  the  more 
frequently  it  will  occur. 

It  is  hardly  neccs'niy  to  rrniark,  that  raising  the 
duty  on  an  article  d  >?s  n,!  iicce-iarily  raise  the  cost 
of  it  to  the  consu;nf  r  in  an  cqial  degree.  It  has 
been  said  thLit  duties  on  articles  not  produced  in  our 
country  are  added  to  the  price,  and  the  consumer 
pays  it;  but  that,  when  they  are  laid  on  articles  pro- 
duced -at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  the  foreign  produ- 
cer pays  it,  to  keep  the  market.  Our  own  expe- 
rience shows  that  in  some  cases  an  increase  of 
duties,  whether  on  articles  produced  here  or  not, 
does  not  increase  the  price  at  all.  Whether  it 
does  or  not,  depends  on  many  circumstances,  and 
particularly  the  supply  at  home  and  in  the  producing 
counlry.  The  amoiint  of  duty  is  but  one  element  in 
fixing  the  price.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  ex- 
pectation of  our  laying  a  duty  on  coffee,  at  the  last 
session,  lessened  its  price  in  Brazil;  and  that,  had  a 
duty  been  laid  on  tea  and  coffee,  it  would  nut  have 
enhanced  the  price  of  those  articles  to  the  amount 
of  the  lax.  There  is  now  ad  over-supply  of  almost 
all  articles,  so  that  in  many  cases  a  moderate  in- 
crease of  duty  v/ill  not  alFect  their  price.  As  to  ma- 
nufa>^tured  articles,  the  evidence  before  the  commit- 
tee proves  that,  when  duties  have  been  highest  on 
articles  which  can  be  advantageously  manufactured 
here,  the  reduction  of  priees  has  been  greatest,  as  in 
coarse  cottons,  nails,  &c,  owing  to  the  home  compe- 
tition caused  hy  the  security  of  the  market. 

Those  opposed  to  discriminating  duties,  with  a  re- 
ferenoe.  to  the  preservation  of  particular  interests, 
however  important,  object,  that  the  system  takes  the 
public  for  the  benefit  of  one  class,  or  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few.  Is  it  su?  Every  otlier  great 
branch  of  business  has  a  direct  interest  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  inanu!"acturiiig  and  mechanic  arts.  The 
commercial  interest  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
manufacturing;  the  exports  oi' manufactured  articles 
having  become  an  important  item  in  the  whole 
amount  of  exports.  That  luUional  policy  which  en- 
courages enterprise,  which  [U'otects  every  branch  of        .   .         r,,  ..,         ^,1        :,  . — l". 

industry,  and  v;h,ch  developes  the   resouiTes  and  in-   "P"!'""  ?f 'he committee,  w,U  socurethese  objects- 


Suppose  we  should  now  depart  from  the  policy, 
heretofore  pursued,  of  so  adjusting  the  tariff  as  to 
favor  the  industry  of  our  own  country,  universal  em- 
barrassment and  confusion  would  ensue.  The  whole 
machine,  which  has  worked  so  well,  wotild  be 
thrown  into  disorder.  There  are  now,  by  the  census 
800,000  operatives,  all  busily  engaged  in  the  thou- 
sand different  pursuits  which  stimulate  industry  and 
enterprise,  and  keep  society  in  motion,  by  the  migh- 
ty principle  of  division  of  lalior.  What  are  they" to 
do?  The  larger  portion  of  them  must  become  agri- 
culturists. That  occupation  would  become  over- 
stocked. The  great  stimulus  to  exertion — the  vici- 
nity of  good  markets,  scattered  over  the  land — would 
cease.  Things  would  have  a  tendency  to  sink  down- 
wards, to  a  dull,  uniform  level,  instead  of  being  all 
life,  and  activity,  and  enterprise. 

Labor,  in  its  countless  forms,  divided  and  subdivid- 
ed in  its  multifarious  pursuits,  stimulated,  encour- 
aged, protected,  is  the  iife-giving  principle  of  modern 
improvement.  This  it  is  which  has  worked  out  the 
unspeakable  difference  bet-veen  ancient  and  modern 
nations.  England  has  led  the  way.  It  hE^e'cvated 
her  to  her  present  emia.-.ncc  among  the  nRions.  Jt 
enabled  her  to  maintain  herself  triumphantly  against 
all  Europe.  Suppose  a  blast  had  come  over  her  in- 
dustry, in  its  various  forms,  and  particularly  her  ma- 
nufacturing capacity,  she  would  have  fallen,  power- 
less. The  continental  nations,  who  had  heretofore 
been  dependent  on  England  for  manufactured  arti- 
cles, have  wisely  determined  to  be  no  longer  depen- 
dent, on  foreign  nations  for  what  they  can  furnish 
by  their  own  industry,  and  have  taken  advanlage  of 
this    blessed    period    of  peace  to  develope  and  ciilti- 

te  their  own  resources.  And  wiiat  is  (he  conse- 
quence? We  see  (hem  rapidly  advancing  in  the  great 
of  manufacture,  the"  pcoducis  of  tlieir  skill 
and  industry  finding  tlu-i,-  -.voy  to  the  markets  of  other 
In  other  words,  each  nation  is  taking  care 
of  itself,  which  is  the  greatest  security  for  the  pros- 
perity of  all.  They  are  legislating  for  themselves, 
imposing  duties,  making  commercial  regulations,  with 

lew  to  the  promotion  of  their  own  industry,  their 
own  national  interests.  Why  should  not  tills  go- 
vernment use  the  power  it  possesses,  in  this  compe- 
tition of  nations?  Why  shiuldnotwe  legislate /ijr 
oursf/rcs,  not  by  excessive  duties,  which  would  defeat 
the  revenue,  and  check  commercial  enterprise,  but  by 
so  adjusting  the  tariff,  that,  while  it  will  raise  a  suffi- 
cient revenue,  it  will  -tiniulate  and  encourage  every 
branch  of  industry'  If  this  be  ilone,  labor  will  find 
its  own  reward.  The  rates  of  the  duties  reported 
in  the    bill  are  fixed  at  the  lowest  rates  which,  in  the 


creases  the  productions  of  the  country,  must  increase 
our  commercial  prosperity.  Manufactures  are  also 
of  immense  importance  to  the  coasting  trade.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  we  have  not  the  statistics  of  tiiis 
vast  business,  exceeding  in  amount  our  foreign  com- 
merce; carrying  exchanges  and  the  products  of  our 
soil,  and  our  niaiiniaeiering  antl  mechanical  skill  and 


labor,   from   port   to  port  along   our  tw 
miles  of  coast,  and  up  our  nobie  rivers 


too  low,  in  the  apprehension  ofsome  of  the  cotnmittee, 
for  the  wants  ot  the  government. 

A  well  regulated  tariff,  on  a  scale  sufficient  for  the 
wants  of  this  government,  is  the  only  efTectual  reme- 
dy for  the  evils  the  government  and  the  people  are 
now  suU'ering.  It  will  inspire  confidence  throughout 
country.     It  will  again  set  every   wheel  in  mo- 


■  thousand  '  (ion.     It  will  improve  and  enlarge  tli 
spreailing'  Vi'ill  send  out  its  life  giving  influe'nee  to  the  esl 


It 


108 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  Ifi.  1842-REPORT  ON  THE  TARIFF. 


(„  „r  tl.P  .iniin   ind  "ive  vi«-or  and   activity  to  the  ,  headi;  and  upon  the  amount  so  intr.idi.ced  into  their 
v\oevsr  it  wtll'at  on  ffnn'l  nothing  ilse  will)    consumption,  costing  in   the   United   States  less  than 

e'tore  public    credit.     The    people  of  this    country    ^e™"  ^^"'"J'' °f  ^'^''^'■^' »  T!""'  ,'^v  t'ofe'r  thir 
•^~    '    f  r  .  r    .  ,  ^   ^, exacted  in  Europe,  amounting  annually  to  over  inir- 


pub,.^   —    ,      . 

Icnoiv  that  our  resources  are  abundant.  Let  them 
but  see  that  congress  has  provided  a  proper  revenue, 
and  has  done  it  in  such  a  manner  as  at  the  same  time 
to  encourage  and  protect  their  own  productive  indus- 
try in  all  its  branches,  whether  it  relates  to  com- 
merce, agriculture,  manufactures,  or  the  mechanic 
arts,  throughout  the  broad  extent  of  our  land,  and  the 
credit  of  government  will  command  at  once  all  the 
aid  it  may  need. 

The  bill  provides  for  a  duly  on  sales  at  auction. 
This  will  yield  somothins  to  the  revenue;  but  the 
I'l-eat  obj'-ct  is  to  check  the  floodin;  of  our  markets 
?/ith  goods,  the  surplus  and  often  the   refuse  of  fo-         ^q,,  "i^i^t  „„  the  part  of  any  nation   that  pu 

reign  manufactures,  sent  here  on  foreign  account,  to  ^ "^       ..-',.  .  ^.. 

bo  sold  at  once  for  what  they  will  bring,  to  the  great 
injury  of  our  own  importers  and  manufacturers, 
w'ith  orders  to  remit  the  proceeds  in  specie  immedi- 
ately. This  evil  has  long  been  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint, and  a  duty  on  auction  sales  has  heretofoi-e 
been  recommended  as  a  remedy.     In    18.32,  Mr.  .Mc- 

Lane,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  sent  a  draught  of  a  j  and  several  tables  on  this 
bill  to  the  house  for  that  purpose.    In  the  opinion  of;  nexed 


ty-five  millions  of  dollars.  Withoin  adverting  to  any 
other  articles,  these  instances  have  been  deijmed  so 
striking  as  to  call  for  some  notice-in  our  legislation, 
in  the  hope  that  foreign  governments  may  be  thereby 
induced  to  reflect  upon  the  propriety  of  some  change 
in  the  policy  which  is  so  manifestly  destitute  of  reei- 
procitv;  or,  if  this  is  hopeless,  then  in  tlie  belief 
that  some  additional  duties  for  revenue  upon  the  pro- 
ductions of  those  countries  are  required  by  every 
principle  of  necessary  policy,  to  guard  oui-selves 
against  unfavorable  balances  to  a  ruinous  extent;  and 
that  they  can,  in  no  respect,  constitute  a  just  ground 
of  complaint  on  the  part  o: 

such  a  policy,  to  the  extent  of  imposing  upon  our 
productions,  sent  to  them  in  payment,  burdens  thus 
inordinately  beyond  any  burden  or  rate  iff  duty  im- 
posed by  this  government  on  the  productions  we  pur- 
'ch-ase  of  them.  ,j 

A   statement   from    the   honorable    Mr.    Triplett 
portant  subject  are  an- 


many  persons  who  have  testified  to  the  committee,  or 
commuiiicatcd  v.-iththem  in  writing,  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance. 

One  of  the  principal  importers  of  New  York 
says:  "An  auction  duty  would  check  the  excessive 
importations  and  consignments  of  old  stocks  of  foreign 
goods,  which  are  sold  here  at  the  best  price  they  will 
command,  at  auction,  the  proceeds  being  remitted  in 
specie,  and  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  bu- 
siness of  the  community." 

Mr.  Schenck  says:  "It  is  the  surplus  of  the  foreign 
manufactures,  thrown  suddenly  into  our  market,  and 
disposed  of  at  auction  that  does  the  greatest  injury 
to  our  cotton  and  other  manufactures." 

Some  new  provisions  are  also   made  for  the  pre- 


The  committee  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

TARIFF  BILL. 
A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled   "an  act  to 
modify  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and   all   other 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  approved  March 
two,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representnth'es 
of  the  United  States  of  .imtrica  in  congress  assembled. 
That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next, 
in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  imposed   by  law  on  the  im- 
portation of  the  articles  hereinafter  provided,  for  there 


vention  and  punishment  of  frauds,  which  have  been  i  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid,  the  following  du- 
practised  to  a  great  extent,  by  which  the  government  I  ties,  that  is  to  say; 

has  lost  a  vast  amount  of  revenue.  An  authority  is  j  First.  On  all  articles  which  are  now  chargeable 
iriven  to  tlie  collector,  in  certain  cases,  to  take  the  1  ,vith  a  duty  amounting  to  twenty  per  centum  ad  va- 
nount  of  duties  in  the  goods  themselves,  vvhichitis   lorem",  or  more,  whether  the  same  be  now  specific 


believed  will  have  a  powerful  elfeot  in  checking  fra- 
duient  attempts. 

Smuggling  and  other  frauds  are  also  made  indicta- 
ble offences,  punishable  not  only  by  fine,  but  by  im- 
prisonment. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  a  prospective  pro- 
vision in  the  bill,  for  an  increase  of  the  rate  of  duties 
above  the  average  rate  on  certain  articles,  which, 
being  produced  in  foreign  countries,  come  i 
tition  with  similar  articles  produced  in  ourunn, 
with  a  view  to  countervailing  the  prohibitory  or  ex- 
orbitant duties  imposed  by  those  countries  upon  arti- 
cles of  our  production.  Resolutions  on  this  subject, 
from  tim  legislatures  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
were  before  "the  committee,  and  they"  deemed  it  to  be 


cr  ad  valorem,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem, except  on  such  articles  as  are  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for  or  excepted. 

Second.     On  iron  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  rolling,  seventeen  dollars  per 


luc  whereof  at  the  place  of  exportation  shall  ex- 
ceed eight  cents,  four  cents  per  pound,  and  twenty- 
six  per  centum  ad  valorem;  on  ready-made  clothing, 
all  milled  and  fulled  cloth  known  by  the  name  of 
plaids,  kerseys,  or  Kendall  cottons,  of  which  wo«l 
shall  be  the  only  material,  merino  shawls  made  of 
wool,  and  upon  all  other  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of 
which  wool  is  a  component  part,  subject  by  any  for- 
mer act  to  a  duly  of  fifty  per  centum,  a  duty  of  forty 
per  centum;  on  Brussels,  Wilton,  and  treble  ingrain- 
ed carpeting  fifty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  on  all 
other  ingrained  and  Venetian  carpeting,  thirty  cents 
per  square  yard;  and  on  flannels,  bookings  and  baizes, 
fourteen  cents  per  square  yard. 

Fourth.  O.T  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  or  of  which 
cotton  is  a  comp.onent  part,  thirty  par  centum  ad  va- 
lorem, excepting  cotton  twist,  yarn,  and  thread, 
which  shall  remain  at  the  rate  of  duty  fixed  by  the 
"act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  of  the  twenty-second  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty  four:  .hid  provided, 
That  ail  manufactures  of  cotton,  or  of  which  cotton 
is  a  component  pari,  not  dyed,  colored,  printed,  or 
stained,  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty  cents  the 
square  yard,  shall  be  valued  at  twenty  cents  the 
square  yard,  and,  if  dyed,  colored,  printed,  or  stained, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty- 
five  cents  the  square  yard,  shall  be  valued  at  twenty- 
five  cents  the  square  yard;  on  cotton  bagging,  three 
cents  the  square  yard;  on  all  stamped,  printed,  or 
painted  floor-eloths",  thirty-five  cents  the  square  yard; 
and  onoil-clothsof  all  kinds,  other  than  that  usually 
denominated  patent-floor  cloth,  ten  cenU  the  square 
yard. 

Fifth.  On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  by  ten 
inches  in  size,  two  dollars  and  fory  cents  per  hun- 
dred square  feet;  above  eight  by  ten,  and  not  above 
ten  by  twelve  inches  in  seize,  two  dollars  and_ thirty- 
seven  cents  per  hundred  square  feel;  and  if  above 
ten  by  twelve  inches,  two  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents 
per  hundred  square  feet;  on  all  apothecaries'  vials 
and  bottles,  exceeding  the  capacity  of  six,  and  not 
exceeding  the  capacity  of  sixteen  ounces  each,  one 
dollar  and  seventy  cents  the  gross;  and  on  all  not  ex- 
ceeding the  capacity  of  six  ounces,  one  dollar  and 
twenty  cents  the  gross;  on  black  and  green  glass  bot- 
tles, exceeding  the  capacity  of  one  quart,  one  dollar 
and  sixty  cents  per  gross;  exceeding  the  capacity  of 
one  quart,  two  dollars  per  gross;  and  on  demijohns, 
not  exceeding,  the  capacity  of  half  a  gallon,  twenty 
cents;  over  a  half  a  gallon,  and  not  exceeding  two 
gallons,  thirty  cents;  and  over  two  gallons,  fifty  cents 


rolling,  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton;  on  iron  in  pigs, 
eight  dollars  per  ton;  on  glazed  castings,  sad  irons, 
?["?' !  halters  and  tailors'  irons,  two  cents  and  a  half  per 
pound;  on  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied, one  cent  and  a  quarter  per  pound;  on  all  other 
castings  of  iron,  not  otherv/ise  specified,  one  cent  per 
pound;  Provided,  That  all  castings,  or  vessels  of  cast 
iron,  not  in  the  rough  as  from  the  mould,  or  having 
any  addition  of  wrought  iron  attached,  shall  be 
it   in  this   form  to  the  cons^idera-'    |^^       ,  ^.j,^  jf^^  ^^^^  ^^,g  ^^  j^,j^  as  articles  manu- 

tion  of  the  house.     This  provision  is  general,  found- If  ^^ought  iron,  if  that  shall  amo'unt  to  more  than 

ed  upon  the  broadest   principle  of  reciprocity;  it  sc- 1  j^^  ^.     ^^  ^35^  ■         ^^  ,.„^„j  i,.^„  or  braziers'  rods, 

lects  no  single  country  lor  Its  peculiar  object,  but   is  i    -    ■ 

intended  to  embrace,  indiscriminately,  all  whose  re- 


ton;  on  bar  and  bolt  iron,  made  wholly  or  in  pari  by  \  each;  on  all  wares  of  cut  glass  not  specified,  three 


of  three-sixteentlis  to  ten-sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  di- 

-,  ,  ameter,  inclusive,  and  faetured  on  nail  or  spike  rods, 

lations  of  commerce,  intercourse,  and  mutual  wants  j  ^^^  ^^.^^^^  ^,,j  ^  ,^^„.  p^^.   pj,^,,j.  „,j  ^^j,  pi^j^^^  ^y^^^ 

rolled,  or  hammered,  for  band  iron,  scroll  iron,  or 
casement  rods,  two  cents  per  pound;  on  wrought 
nails  of  iron,  four  cents,  and  on  cut  nails,  three  cents 
per  pound;  on  iron  .spikes,  and  on  mill  cranks  and 
mill  irons,  of  wrought  iron,  three  cents  per  pound; 
on  anvils,  anchors,  blacksmith's  hammers  and  sledges, 
two  cents  per  pound;  on  iron  cables  or  chains,  or 
parts  thereof,  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  pari,  two 
cents  and  a  half  per  pound;  on  all  scrap  and  old  iron 

ma- 
nufactured, eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  ton;  on 
scythes,  four  dollars  per  dozen;  on  screws  weighing 
over  twenty-four  pounds,  four  cents  per  pound  when 
made  of  wrought  iron,  and  three  cents  per  pound 
when  made  of  cast  iron;  on  iron  or  steel  wire,  not 
not  exceeding  number  fourteen,  three  cents  -and  a 
half  per  pound;  exceeding  number  fourteen,  six 
cents  per  pound;  on  wood  screws  made  of  iron, 
nts  per  pound;  and  when  made  of  brass 
thirty  cents  per  pound;  on  old  and  scrap  lead,  one 
cent  and  a  half  per  pound;  on  pig,  bar,  and  sheet 
lead,  two  cents  and  a  half  per  pound;  and  on  lead 
pipes,  three  cents  per  pound;  on  copper  rods  and  bolts, 
and  copper  nails  and  spikes,  four  cents  per  pound;  on 
hammered  brass  kettles,  thirty-five  pur  centum.  Pro- 
vided, That  no  maniifacUireil  articles  shall  hereafter 
pay  a  less  rate  of  duty,  when  imported,  than  is  charg- 
ed on  the  material  constituting  its  greatest  weight  or 
chief  value;  whichever  is  chargeable  with  the  highest 
rate  of  duty. 

Third.  On  woollen  yarn,  four  cants  per  pound,  and 
thirty  per  coatum:  on  wool  unnanufactiircd,  Ih  ;  va- 


and  consumption,  place  them  in  a  condition  to  reci- 
procate the  terms  of  a  mutually  profitable  inter- 
change of  commodities.  It  invites  those  countries 
to  such  action  as  will  enable  the  people  of  each,  in- 
cluding our  own,  to  pay  their  own  abundant  and  de- 
sirable" productions  for  what  they  find  it  necessary  or 
desirable  to  consume  of  the  productions  of  the  oilier. 
At  present,  to  the  very  great  disadvantage  of  the 
people  of  our  own  country,  this  is  not  the  case  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  those  great   staple   productions  of   j|,.^^  1,^^^  ^^^^  i„  ^,^1,,^,  ^.^.  ^„j  f^.  ^^j   -  ^^  i^, 

our  agriculture,  gram  and   tobacco.     Although   our  ■■ 

cotton  is,  at  present,  received  abroad  under  slight 
duties,  because  it  is  as  yet  essential,  as  raw  material, 
to  the  fostered  manufacturers  of  Europe,  it  i-.  well 
known  that  prohibitory  legislation  hasconcurred,  with 
oilier  causes,  effectually  lo  exclude  our  grain.  But 
it  is,  perhaps,  not  so  generally  known,  that  in  many 
of  the  countries  whose  productions  enter  most  large- 
ly into  our  consumption,  the  tobacco,  with  wliich  we  j  f,'J,g)' 
might  in  some  instances  more  than  pay  for  them,  is 
subjected,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  such  enormous 
duties  or  charges,  by  govermcnt,  as  lo  deprive  us,  to 
a  very  great  extent,  of  that  fair  advantage,  as  well 
as  greatly  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  agricultural 
capital  invested  in  this  branch  of  our  national  indus- 
Iry.  Thus  it  is  thai  in  sixteen  countries  of  Europe, 
in  which,  if  any  thing  like  reciprocity  of  terms  were 
observed,  over  four  hundred  thousand  hogsheads  of 
American  tobacco,  worlh,  before  shipinenl,  about 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  would  probably  be  con- 
suuK-d,  the  enormous  burdens  imposed  upon  the  arti- 
cle by  tlie  governments  of  those  countries  limit  the 
inlroduclj  in  of  il  To  less  Ihan  ninely   thousand  hogs- 


cents  per  pound  and  thirty-one  per  centum  ad 
valorem;  on  all  other  articles  of  glass  not  specified, 
two  cents  per  pouni  and  thirteen  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem. 

Sixth.  On  brown  sugar  and  syrup  of  sugar  cane, 
in  casks,  two  cents  per  pound;  on  white  clayed  sugar, 
two  cents  and  a  half  per  pound;  and  on  sugar  candy, 
loaf,  lump,  and  all  other  refined  sugar,  six  cents  per 
pound;  on  molasses,  five  cents  per  gallon;  on  wheat 
flour,  fifty  cents  per  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds; 
on  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel;  on  oats  and 
on  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel;  on  unmanufactured 
hemp,  forty  dollars  per  ton;  on  cheese,  seven  cents 
per  pound;  on  tallow  candles,  four  cents  per  pound; 
on  lard,  saltpetre  refined,  and  on  oil  of  vitriol,  two 
cents  per  pound;  on  beef  and  pork  two  cents,  on 
bacon  three  cents,  and  on  butter  five  cents  per  pound; 
on  cigars,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem;  on  all  man- 
ufactures of  tobacco,  other  than  snuff  and  cigars, 
eight  cents  per  pound;  on  whiting  and  dry  ochre,  one 
cent  per  pound;  on  ochre  ground  in  oil,  one  cent 
and  a  half  per  pound;  on  red  and  white  lead,  li- 
tlierage  and  sugar  o(  lead,  three  cents  per  pound; 
on  alum  two  dollars  and  on  copperas  one  dollar 
and  thirty  cents,  per  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds. 

Seventh.  On  salt,  eight  cents  per  bushel;  on  coal, 
one  dollar  and  sixty  cents  per  ton;  on  foreign-caught 
fish,  dried  or  smoked,  one  dollar  per  one  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds;  on  mackerel,  0113  dollar  and  fil'ty 
cents  per  barrel;  on  salmon,  two  dollars  per  barrel; 
and  on  all  other  pickled  fish  one  dollar  per  barrel;  on 
spermaceti,  whale,  or  other  fish  oil  of  foreign  fishing, 
olive  oil,  linseed  oil,  and  rapeseed  oil,  twenty  cents 
per  gallon,  and  on  castor  oil  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  per  gallon;  on  tarred  cordage  four  cents  per 
pound,  and  on  untarred  cordage  five  cents  per  pound; 
on  corks  nine  cents  per  pound,  and  on  chocolate  four 
cents  per  pound:  jirorideil,  That  any  person  exporting 
in  American  vessels  any  cordage  manufaetured  in  the 
United  Slates,  entirely  of  Manilla  grass  imported  af- 
ter the  thirly-firsl  of  June  next,  in  yVinerican  vessels, 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  paid,  by  way  of  drawback,  an 
amount  cq  lal  to  the  duty  paid  on  the  grass  used  in 
the  manufaclure  uf  the  cordage  exported,  the  same 
to  be  paid  by  the  collector  of  the  port  from  whence 
the  said  cord.ige  is  exported. 
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Eighth.  On  paper  and  books  the  following  duties, 
that  is  to  say:  on  banknote,  post  of  all  kinds,  note, 
letter,  and  tissue  paper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound;  on 
antiquarian,  copper-plate,  copying,  drawing,  fools- 
cap, iniperia!,  lilliographic,  medium,  and  all  otl:crs 
not  specified,  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  pound;  ou 
blotting,  cartridge,  gloss,  printing,  sand,  and  staincrs' 
paper,  eight  cents  per  pound;  on  binders'  boards,  box 
boards,  mill  boards,  sheathing  and  wrapping  paper, 
three  cents  per  pound,  on  all  books  printed  previous 
to  the  year  eighteen  hundred,  four  cents  per  volume; 
books  printed  since  eighteen  hundred,  in  Latin, 
Greek,  and  all  other  languages  other  than  English, 
when  bound  fifteen  cents,  and  when  unbound  thirteen 
cents  per  pound;  on  books  printed  in  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  on  blank  books,  when  bound,  thirty  cents, 
and  when  unbound,  twenty-six  cents  per  pound;  on 
paper  hangings,  thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem; 
and  on  playing  cards,  ten  cents  per  pack. 
■  iVinWi.  On  spirits  manufactured  from  grain  or 
other  materials,  for  first  proof  fifty-seven  cents,  for 
second  proof  sixty  cents,  for  third  proof  sixty-three 
cents,  for  fourth  proof  sixty-seven  cents,  for  fifth 
proof  seventy-five  cents,  and  for  all  above  fifth  proof 
ninety  cents  per  gallon;  on  fiiadeira  wine,  fifty  cents 
per  gallon,  on  Sherry  wine,  thirty  cents  per  gallon; 
on  the  wines  of  Sicily,  ten  cents  per  gallon;  on  red 
wines  of  France,  fepain  and  Austria,  in  casks,  six 
cents  per  gallon;  on  all  other  wines  of  France,  Spain, 
Austria,  Germany,  and  the  Meditcrancan,  In  casks, 
eight  cents  per  gallon;  on  French  wines  in  bottles 
and  cases,  thii;ty-five  cents  per  gallon,  on  wines  of  all 
other  countries  in  casks,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and 
in  bottles  fifty  cents  per  gallon,  on  vinegai',  five  cents 
per  gallon. 

Tenth.  On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  known  as 
piece  goods,  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  per  pound, 
and  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem;  and  on  all  other 
manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  a  component 
part,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  thirty  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  escejiting  sewing  silk,  which  shall  be 
forty  per  centum,  and  silk  hats  one  dollar  each;  on 
shoes  for  men, -thirty  cents  per  pair;  on  shoes  or  slip- 
pers for  women,  made  of  silk,  ])er  pair,  twenty-five 
cents;  on  shoes  or  slippers  for  v.'onien,  made  of  pru- 
nella, stuff,  nankeen,  leather,  or  other  material, 
twenty  cents  per  pair;  on  shoes  or  slippers  for  chil- 
dren, twelve  cents  per  pair;  on  men's  boots  and  boo-  I 
tees,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  pair,  when 
partially  manufactured,  one  dollar  a  pair;  on  women's 
boots  and  bootees  fifty  cents  a  pair,  and  when  parti- 
ally manufactured  forty  cents  a  pair;  on  calfskins 
four  dollars;  on  morocco  skins  three  dollars;  on  kid 
skins  two  dollars,  and  on  sheep  skins  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  dozen,  and  on  sole  and  bend 
leather  eight  cents  perpound:  jirovidul.  That  all  skins 
split  or  partially  manufactured  skins,  shall  pay 
the  same  rate  of  duty  as  leather:  on  India  rubber 
shoes,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  India  rubber, 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Eleventh.  On  the  following  articles  there  shall  be 
a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  that  is  to 
say:  on  silver  plated  and  on  brass  wire,  cap  or  bon- 
net v/ire  covered  with  silk  or  other  material,  sail 
duck;  shear,  cast  and  German  steel;  wood,  thread 
laces,  precious  stones  not  set,  jewelry,  watches  and 
parts  thereof,  and  ground  plaster  of  Paris;  and  fifteen 
per  centum  on  cocoa  and  leaf  or  manufactured  to- 
bacco. 

Sec  2.  Jliid  he  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  j 
hundred  and  forty-three,  there  shall  be  paid  ten  per  ; 
centum  ad  Valorem,  in  addition  to  all  other  duties,  on  j 
the  following  articles,  that  is  to  say,  on  woollen 
cloths  and  cassimeres;  on  all  manufactures  of  cotton  ■ 
which  are  dyed,  colored,  printed,  or  stgined;  on  laces, 
bleached  and  unbleached  linen;  worsted  stuff  goods; 
manufactures  of  silk  and  worsted,  and  of  leather;  on 
spirits  distilled  from  grain  or  other  materials;  on 
hemp  and  cordage;  and  on  the  various  wines  of 
France,  Austria  and  Germany:  ProrWtrf,  That  when- 
ever it  shall  be  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  that  the  tobacco, 
grain  and  flour,  of  the  United  States,  are  admitted 
into  the  several  ports  belonging  to  any  foreign  state 
or  kingdom,  producing  or  manufacturing  any  of  the 
articles  embraced  in  this  section,  at  a  duty  not  ex- 
ceeding the  highest  rate  of  duty  chargeable  on  any 
of  them,  and  that  any  American  citizen  may  export 
the  tobacco,  grain  and  flour  of  the  United  States  di- 
rectly therefrom  to  any  port  or  place  of  any  foreign 
state  or  kingdom,  and  there  dispose  of  them  upon  as 
good  terms  as  any  citizen  or  subject  of  said  slate  or 
kingdom,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  so 
far  as  any  regulation  of  government  may  affect  the 
same,  then  the  said  additional  duly  often  per  centum 
shall  be  remitted,  so  far  as  it  regards  such  of  the  said 
articles  as  are  of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  such 
state  or  kiugdoin  as  shall  admit  the  tobacco,  grain 
and  flour,  as  aforesaid.  ; 


Sec.  3.  .Ind  lie  it  further  ennrled,  That,  from  and 
after  tho  said  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  ad  va- 
lorem rates  of  duty  on  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dise, shaU  be  estimated  in  the  following  manner:  to 
the  actual  cost,  if  the  same  shall  have  been  actually 
purchased,  or  the  actual  value,  if  the  same  shall  have 
been  procured  otherwise  than  by  purchase,  at  the 
time  and  place  when  and  where  purchased,  or  other- 
wise procured,  or  to  the  appraised  value,  if  apprais- 
ed, shall  be  added  all  charges  except  insurance. 

Sec  4.  Jiiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  at 
any  time  hereafter,  to  convert  any  ad  valorem  duty 
into  its  equivalent  specific  duty,  according  to  the  ge- 
neral custom  house  valuation  of  the  preceding  year, 
of  which  conversion  he  shall  give  due  notice:  Provi- 
ded, That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prevent  or  affect  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands,  as  provided  for  by  the  act  appro- 
ved the  fourth  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-one,  any  thing  in  said  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sec  .5.  *8nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  when  any  goods, 
wares,  or  meixhandise  imported  froni  abroad,  and 
subject  to  duty  upon  importation,  shall,  within  six 
months  after  importation,  be  sold  by  way  of  auction, 
within  any  collection  district  of  the  United  States, 
there  shall  be  levied,  colieeled,  and  paid,  as  a  duty, 
and  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  thesuin  of  three 
dollars  for  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  purchase 
money  or  price  of  the  whole  so  sold;  which  duty 
shall,  however,  be  chargeable  only  upon  one  auction 
sale  of  the  same  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  af- 
ter such  importation  thereof;  and  ail  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  that  shall  be  sold  at  the  price  or 
on  the  terms  determined  by  sale  at  auction,  of  a  sam- 
ple or  samples,  or  portion  thereof,  to  determine  tlie 
price  or.  terms  of  sale  of  the  residue,  or  of  any  por- 
tion thereof,  .shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  sold 
by  way  of  auction  within  the  meaning  and  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act.  The  amount  of  the  duty  afore- 
said upon  every  such  sale,  shall  he  paid  within  five 
days  after  such  sale  to  the  collector  of  the  di'rtrict, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  by  the  auctioneer  or 
person  officiating,  and  so  selling  by  way  of  auction, 
who  is  hereby  authorised  to  retain  said  amount  out 
of  the  purch.ase  money  or  proceeds  of  such  sale,  be- 
ing three  per  centum  on  the  whole  amount  of  such 
proceeds,  to  meet  or  re-imburse  to  him  such  pay- 
ment; and  the  several  collectors  are  hereby  autho- 
rised and  required  to  demand,  collect,  and  receive 
the  said  duty  in  every  such  ease,  and  to  take  all  ne- 
cessary and  proper  measures,  in  the  law  or  other- 
wise, to  recover  and  receive  the  same;  and  in  all 
suits  and  controversies  for  the  recovery  of  such  duty, 
or  upon  any  bond,  or  for  any  penally  herein  prescrib- 
ed in  relation  to  such  sales,  the  burden  of  proof  shall 
be  upon  the  person  defending  against  the  same,  to 
shov/  that  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  in  ques- 
tion were  last  imported  more  than  six  months  before 
the  sale  in  question,  or  that  the  said  duty  had  already 
been  duly  paid  or  secured  upon  an  auction  sale  there- 
of since  their  last  importation:  provided,  hoicever, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  auction 
sales  made  by  an  officer  of  the  law,  or  by  his  com- 
mand, in  and  for  the  execution  of  legal  process,  nor 
to  sales  made  pursuant  to  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  state,  for  the  collection  of  any  tax 
or  duty. 

Slc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  before  sell- 
ing, as  aforesaid,  byway  of  auction,  any  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  subject  to  the  duty  prescrib- 
ed in  the  next  preceding  section,  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  selling  shall  either  pay  the  said  duty,  or  give 
bond  or  bonds  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  who  is 
hereby  authorised  and  required  to  receive  the  same, 
in  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  nor  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  col- 
lector, having  reference  to  the  amount  of  sales  in- 
tended, and  of  the  duties  thereon,  with  sufficient 
surety  or  sureties,  to  receive  the  payment  of  said  du- 
ty; which  bond  or  bonds  may  be  made  applicable  to 
any  one  such  sale  specified  therein,  or  to  all  such 
sales  that  may  be  made  by  such  person  or  persons 
giving  the  same,  within  a  time  not  exceeding  one 
year  from  the  date  thereof  specified  therein,  and 
shall  be  conditioned  for  the  rendering  of  a  full  and 
true  account  of  the  articles  sold,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  the  said  duty  thereon,  to  the 
said  collector  for  the  United  States,  within  five  days 
after  each  and  every  such  sale;  and  every  person, 
other  than  as  excepted  in  the  proviso  at  the  end  of 
the  next  preceding  section,  who  shall  so  as  aforesaid, 
sell,  by  way  of  auction,  any  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  chargeable  with  the  said  duty,  accord- 
ing to  the  proviso  of  the  next  preceding  section, shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  siim  equal  to  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cles so  sold,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  or 
by  information  in  any  proper  court,  one  half  thereof 


to  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  any  per- 
son who  shall  first  sue  or  inform  and  prosecute  there- 
for: pror»/«i,  however,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  alter  any  state  or  mu- 
nicipal law  or  regulation  in  relation  to  sales  at  atic- 
tion. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  all  arti- 
ticles  imported  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next 
where  the  same  shall  be  appraised  at  a  higher  rate 
than  they  are  invoiced,  double  duty  shall  he  paid  on 
the  excess  of  said  appraisement  above  the  invoice: 
provided,  that  the  person  claiming  such  goods  may 
within  three  days  appeal  from  such  appraisement,, 
and  notify  the  collector  thereof;  whereupon  the  said'' 
claimant  and  the  collector  shall  each  choose  one 
competent  and  disinterested  person  to  re-appraise 
said  goods,  which  two  persons  shall  fairlv  appraise 
said  goods,  and,  in  case  of  disagreement,  sliall  choose 
an  umpire  to  decide  between  them,  and  such  ap- 
praisement shall  be  final  and  conclusive;  and  if  it  he 
no  higher  than  the  invoice,  the  regular  dutv  only  shall 
be  charged;  and  if  above  that,  then  treble  "the  amount 
of  duty  on  the  excess  above  the  invoice. 

Sicc  8.  .find  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several 
collectors  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised,  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  when- 
ever they  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  protect  and  se- 
cure tlie  revenue  of  the  United  .States,  and  the  same 
IS  practicable,  to  take  the  amount  of  duties  chargea- 
ble on  any  article  hearing  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  du- 
ty, in  the  article  itself  according  to  the  nroportion  or 
rate  per  centum  of  the  duty  on  said  'arlicles;  and 
such  goods  so  taken,  the  collector  shall  cause  to  be 
sold  at  public  auction  within  twenty  days  from  the 
time  of  taking  the  same,  and  place  the  proceeds 
arising  from  such  sale  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  pay  over  the  excess,  if  any,  to  the  owner 
thereof:  provided,  that  the  collector  or' appraiser  shall 
not  be  allowed  any  fees  or  commissions  for  taking 
and  disposing  of  said  goods,  and  paying  the  proceeds 
thereof  into  the  treasury,  other  than  are  nov/  allow- 
ed by  law. 

Sec  9.  ./Ind  be  it  farther  enaeled.  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  knowingly  and  wilfullv,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  smuggle  or 
clandestinely  introduce  into  the  United  States  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  subject  to  duty  by  law, 
and  v/hich  should  have  been  invoiced,  without  pay- 
ing or  accounting  for  the  duty,  or  shall  make  out,  or 
pass,  or  attempt  to  pass,  through  the  custom-house, 
any  false,  forged,  or  fraudulent  invoice,  every  such 
person,  his,  her,  or  their  aidersand  abettors,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  or  imprisonment,  or 
both;  the  fine  not  to  exceed  five  thousand  dollars,  nor 
the  imprisonment  two  years. 

T  VV  K  N  T  V-S  K  V  E  NT  H    CONGRESS, 
SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

April  7.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  an  additional 
clerk  was  allowed  for  the  servrcr  of  the  committees 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  and  on  naval  affairs. 

The  resolution  submitted  a  kw  days  since  by  Mr. 
Linn  for  calling  for  any  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Oregon  territory  was  taken  up,  and  Mr. 
Preston  having  stated  that  he  had  information  that 
the  call  was  unnecessary,  it  was  on  his  motion  laid 
upon  the  table. 

After  the  reception  of  memorials  the  loan  bill  was 
taken  up.  Mr.  Eoans  suggested  an  amendment.  Mr. 
Buchanan  addressed  the  senate  in  favor  of  Mr.  IVeil- 
ker's  amendment.  Mr.  Rives  followed  also  in  its 
favor,  but  would  vote  for  the  bill  whether  the  amend- 
ment passed  or  not.  Mr.  Simmons  replied  to  Mr. 
KiiiM,  and  contended  if  the  land  fund  were  taken 
from  the  states,  a  most  onerous  direct  tax  would 
have  to  be  resorted  to  by  them.  The  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

April  8.  A  report  from  Mr.  Hassler  on  the  pro- 
gress made  in  arranging  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures  was  presented. 

Memorials  were  presented  on  various  tariff  sub- 
jects, and  on  preventing  British  steamers  transport- 
ing passengers  and  letters  co.  stwise. 

So  much  of  the  president's  message  as  relates  to 
ad  valorem  duties,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simmons, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Praton  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  corps  of 
sappers,  miners  and  pontoniers. 

At  the  same  time  he  gave  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  invest  the  proceeds  of 
the  Smithsonian  bequest  for  the  establishment  of  an 
institution  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  in  the  city 
of  Washington. 

Also,  a  bill  to  incorporate  in  the  Di^lrift  of  Co- 
lumbia the  national  institution  for  the  promotion  of 
science. 
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Tho  senate  tlien  proceeded  to  the  consideratinn  of 
the  special  order  being  tlic  loan  bill.  Mr.  Smith,  of 
ConiieoticiU,  was  to  have  occupied  the  floor,  but  be- 
iiiST  absent  from  indisposition,  Mr.  Critlenden  rose 
and  addressed  tlie  senate  at  great  lenirih,  chiefly  in 
reply  to  Mr.  fiirf.?,  and  against  the  amendment  of 
Jir.  WtiUitr.  Mr.  .IrcUer  also  addressed  the  senate 
at  some  length,  and  araued  aj^ainst  subjecting  the 
bill  to  further  delay  iiy  the  amendment  which  the 
house  had  twice  voted  down.  Mr.  Buchanan  spoke 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  .ircher  and  Criltemkii.  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden rejoined. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  other  senators, 
the  si'nate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business,  and  afterwards  adjourned. 

April  9.  The  presitlcnt  uf  the  senate  laid  before 
the  body  a  message  from  the  president  of  (he  United 
States,  covering  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  board  of 
commissioners  appointed  to  explore  and  survey  the 
bfMiiirliiry  line  between  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  and 
the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  together  with  a  re- 
port thereon. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  covering  a  communication  from  the  general 
land  ofFice,  showing  what  quantity  of  puldic  lands 
was  surveyed  and  prepared  for  the  market  at  and 
after  the  '4th  day  of  March,  1841,  and  not  brought 
into  market  during  that  year;  and  the  reasons  why 
they  were  not  olfered  for  sale  during  said  year;  and 
als.)  vi'hat  quaiifity  of  public  lands  has  been  otTered 
for  sale  to  be  brought  into  market  during  the  present 
year;  also,  what  quantity  of  public  lands  is  now  pre- 
pared for  market  and  not  offered  for  sale;  and  also 
wiiat  quantity  of  public  lands  is  expected  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  be  prepared  for  sale  during  the  present 
year. 

Tiie  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  loan  bill;  the  question  pending  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Wa/A'er,  pledging  the  proceeds  of 
tiic  L-ales  of  (he  public  iands,  distinctly,  separately, 
and  inviolably,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
tho  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  stock  hereto- 
fore issued  under  the  loan  lav/  of  last  session  and  the 
slock  proposed  to  be  issued. 

Mr.  Wvodbiiry  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
great  lenglh  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  He  took 
The  grounil  that  unless  the  proceeds  of  the  publii 
lands  were  restored,  and  the  present  expenditures  of 
tiie  government  retrenched,  they  would  have  to  re^ 
sort  to  a  direct  tax  for  its  support.  Mr.  Preston 
then  rose  and  spoke  until  late,  tracing  the  causes  oC 
the  present  embarrassments  under  which  the  country 
labored  to  the  party,  that  had  so  lately  gone  out  of 
power  and  left  its  successor  without  a  dollar  to  carry 
on  the  government.  Although  opposed  to  the  dis 
tribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  yet  he 
coidd  not  sustain  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from 
Mississippi,  arid  jeopard  the  bill  by  sending  it  back 
to  the  other  branch,  in  the  face  of  the  vote  so  lately 
given  there  on  that  very  subject.  Mr.  H'ocdburii 
made  a  brief  rejoinder. 

Mr.  Young  obtained  the  floor  and  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  amendment — intimating  that  the  object  of 
loans  was  to  supply  the  treasury  that  the  proceeds  of 
tlic  lands  might  be  retained  by  the  slates. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Walker's 
amend. nL-nt,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

VUA.:i— M  ss,s.  M.en.  Li..;;by,  be, nun,  BiK-hanan, 
Cd;KMj:i.rid'..ii,  Ki.-u;,  Linn.  M,  llohcts,  Rivc.«.  Suiiili, 
ol  Cuinuciicui,  SiiMtrc"'!,  Tapp.ui.  Waluer,  VVilc./x, 
Wiiiia  U-.  \Vni;iibMrv,"\Vrm!ii,  Y.)n;i:'-19. 

N,VYo-Me  srs  Arcl..T,  I' ,„,i,s ,  |:  ;■•  -,  Hiv^rd,  B,  r- 
rieil.  Chor,.,.,Claylo,;   Ev:,  .  .i;    ,  :         i;,     .:,       .   ,ilnn. 

lihrri,,:,.    Min-an,    IVli-rri  I.,   '!  i,,  ,,    '.I  .     ■ I.  i',,,  In-, 

}\,h,T.  P,rUK,.  Sinn.n.s  .-  ,:■:,  ,  i  l  ,1  :,  .:i  S.,::i.,,rd, 
Sipnr.'ur.  ■['   li  «n:\jf    Whi;e     \V  r„l',r,l  .,— -io. 

Mr.  Evans  then  moved  an  adjornmont;  v/hich  mo- 
tion being  carried,  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  11.  The  loan  bill  was  taken  up,  and  Mr. 
Vtnlon  m  n-ed  to  amend  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Evans  some  days  since,  so  as  to  strike  out  thit 
part  which  aduiitted  of  the  stock  being  sold  below 
par.  Mr.  B.  sustained  his  amendment  in  a  brief 
spe'cch,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  King  and  Mr. 
V'^rtiJ;^  on  the  same  side. 

Altera  short  reply  from  iJi-mis,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  proposition  id'  Mr.  Benton,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows; 

VliA.-;  -M  S..I.S.    Al iinjby.   n.^n'ou.   Buihannn. 

C:dh.,un  l'u!i..u,  Kin-,  Lii,,,,  Mcll„l„ri.s  .^cvier,  rinrih 
ofi'oii.  Sinii,n.m,  r,pp,,n,  W'alkLi-,  Wilco.'i,  VVouJburi. 
Wri '':!■,  y  ■mm:;— l;i 

N.\ 'I'.S— MISSIS.  Aieher,  Rari-ow,  liaies,  B.rrieri, 
r,li(,;,t.',  c:;u>..i,  Criiiendi-n.  Evans.  fJruhani,  Header 

s Ilniiiiuiton,  Manijuni,  M.T.ick,  Mdier,    M  .rei.en.!. 

IV.rlrr.   Pits Uives,   Si.iim..,is.    S.ullli.  of    l,,diinu., 

S 'in-  t.  S  ,.ii"i\,.,  r„l  iii-ul.M..  Wliiir.  W.i.iilha  i..,.— "25 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Eoani  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Bnit.'if.'y.-n  moved  tosliikc  out  the  .'Id  section, 
•vli.-h  prou.i.-.  ili-.,;  Ihi-  slock  iiijy  br  Ir.iiisferrdble 
by  llie  delivtry  of  the  ceitilitatu,  iiiblead  of  beiiii; 
made  assignable  on  the  books  of  tho  treasury. 


This  motion  prevailed.  The  qucstifin  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stood  fur  the  motion,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Biuhanan, 
Calhoun,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mt'Roberts.  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Crittenden,  Evans,  Graham,  Man^'um,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons.  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White— 19. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  tlic  senate  at 
some  length;  after  which  tlie  amendments  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  hon.  Samuel  Pren- 
tiss, of  Vermont,  resigning  liis  seat  in  the  senate  of 
the  U.  States;  after  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  12.-  Mr.  Berrien  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary  asked  to  have  a  substitute  in  place 
of  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont,  on  the  same  coaimittee 
and  who  had  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Phelps  presented  the  proceedings  of  various 
tariff  meetings  held  in  the  state  of  Vermont  and  re- 
solutions from  its  legislature  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Sprague  presented  resolutions  of  the  state  of 
Pihode  lsia:id  on  the  subject  of  the  public  treasure 
and  of  foreign  relations,  calling  upon  all  parties  to 
unite  for  the  relief  of  their  common  country. 

■  Mr.  C'/a!//on  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
given  yesterday,  by  which  the  loan  bill  was  ordered 
to  an  engrossment.  Mr.  C.  said  the  object  of  his  mo- 
lion  svas  to  get  at  another,  and  that  was  to  move  a 
reconsideration  by  which  the  vote  was  yesterday 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  striking  out  the  third  sec- 
lion  of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  reconsidered  by  a  vote 
of  22  to  18.  The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon 
tlie  third  section  was  then  put,  and  the  vole  reconsi- 
dered by  a  decided  vote.  Before  the  vote  was  taken, 
Mr.  Clayton  stated  that  he  moved  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote,  not  because  he  had  chaiiged  his  opinions 
at  all,  for  he  had  not  done  so.  Several  gentleman, 
however,  were  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken,  and 
it  was  alleged  not  to  be  a  true  expression  of  opinion. 
.He  was  willing  that  other  senators  should  vote  upon 
the  amendment.  He  had  not  changed  any  of  hii 
opinions,  and  should  vote  as  before. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  stated  the  effect  of  re-con- 
sideration would  be  to  accomplish  that  which  the  se- 
tt Jtor  in  hi.5  judgmsnt  thjujhi  out  not  to  be  brougbi 
about. 

Mr.  Ci«y(ort  said  he  was  responsible  for  his  votes 
and  his  opinions.  If  he  chose  to  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  a  vote,  it  was  his  own  business.  His  opinions, 
as  he  had  before  stated,  were  his  own  opinions.  Hi 
was  opposed  to  the  third  section,  had  voted  against 
it,  and  should  do  so  again.  He  should  vote  against 
reconsideration.  The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  re- 
considering tlie  vote  respecting  the  third  section;  and 
the  result  was,  yeas  25,  na}  s  20. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment,  Mr. 
Evans  said  that  the  section  to  the  bill  which  it  was 
now  proposed  to  strike  out  was  much  more  important 
Ihan  he  had  supposed  it  was.  He  had  not  learned 
until  last  night  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  con- 
sidered the  section  most  important,  and  that  it  would 
atfect  very  materially  the  negotiation  of  the  loan.  It 
would  atfect  the  terms  of  the  negotiation,  and  alfect 
the  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  that  none  but  speculators  in 
loans  desired  the  loan  in  the  form  in  which  it  would 
be  placed  by  retaining  the  third  section.  The  yeas 
and  nays  on  striking  out  were  then  ordered  and  the 
result  was  as  follows: 

YE.AS— .Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Ideudersun,  King,  Linn, 
Mclloberts,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con.;  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodburv,  Wright, 
Voung— 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Uhoate,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Graham,  Kerr,  Manguui, 
Merrick,  Miller,  .\ioreliead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  bid-;  S.iuthard,  Sprague, 
Talimadge,  White,  Woodbrulge— 24. 

The  vote  having  been  aimuuuced,  the  bill  a  se- 
cond time  had  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Scricr  objected  to  the  third  reading,  but  was 
persuaded  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Clayton  then,  in  a  few  .fords,  announced  his 


pressed  by  those  who  had  preceded  him  upon  that 
side  of  the  senate. 

He  wished  to  comment  generally  upon  the  finan- 
cial poliey  of  the  government,  and  particularly  as  it 
was  administered  by  the  present  administration.  Mr. 
Calhoun  then  contended  at  length  that  the  credit  of 
the  government  had  been  impaired  by  the  whig  ad- 
ministration- The  causes  rested,  he  endeavored  to 
show,  not  with  those  who  had  been,  but  with  those 
who  were  in  power.  Mr.  C.  also  commented  upon 
the  tariff  and  the  bank  questions,  contending  that  a 
bank  would  get  a  taritf,  and  a  tariff  a  bank.  The 
one  would  get  the  other.  He  also  descanted  upon 
the  subject  of  expenditure  and  income. 

Mr.  Mangum  followed  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Linn,  after  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  13.  The  following  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred: 

By  Mr.  .Miller,  from  citizens  of  Salem  county,  N. 
Jersey,  asking  additional  duties  on  imported  undress- 
ed fcrs. 

Also,  from  P.  S.  Minor,  asking  that  the  patent  law 
may  be  repealed  so  far  as  relates  to  patent  medicines. 

By  Mr.  Kerr,  from  John  H.  Pennington,  who 
states  that  he  has  discovered  a  machine  for  navigat- 
ing the  air,  which  he  conceives  will  be  useful  in 
time  of  war  for  the  purposes  of  reconnoiteringor  of 
conveying  infirmation.  The  memorialist  asks  the 
the  aid  of  government  to  enable  him  to  construct  a 
machine- 
By  Mr.  Witlitims,  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Maine,  in  relation  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  G. 
Britain  on  the  colonial  trade. 

Also,  from  the  same  source,  in  relation  to  such 
change  of  the  time  of  holding  the  election  l"or  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  as  will 
avoid  the  frauds  and  evils  of  the  present  system. 

Mr.  W.  thought  the  subject  well  worthythe  atten- 
tion of  the  senate,  and  that  the  pas-sage  of  a  law  such 
as  was  designed  by  the  legislature  would  put  a  stop 
to  the  evils  complained  of. 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on  finance  report- 
ed a  bill  regulating  the  currrency  of  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coin  in  the  United  Slates. 

Also,  the  bill  regulating  the  compensation  of  cer- 
tain custom-house  officers,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  ./teiiio^iin,  of  N.  C.  reported  a  bill  in  pursuance 
of  notice,  w  hioh  authorises  the  secretary  of  the  na- 
vy to  regulate  with  reference  to  climate  and  service 
the  rations  of  our  navy.  Also,  a  bill  to  regulate  en- 
listments in  the  naval  service. 

Mr.  Barrow,  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill  to  revive 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  inhabitants  of 
the  state  of  Louisiana  to  enter  the  back  lands. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Linn  to  give  to  the  British 
government  the  required  notice  for  the  termination 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  that  go- 
vernment, for  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  territory, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr-  L'.nn  addressed  the  senate  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
solution, and  contended  that  whatever  title  had  been 
derived  from  the  British  government  in  relation  to 
the  territory  could  not  be  controverted  by  the  Bri- 
tish government.  Whatever  claim  she  had  to  this 
district  of  territory  was  only  from  the  weakness  of 
the  Spanish  government  at  the  convention  of  Noolka 
Sound.  The  investigation  which  he  had  made  upon 
this  subject  clearly  showed  our  title  to  be.indisputa- 
ble.  Mr.  Gallatin  was  appointed  a  commissioner 
on  the  part  of  this  government  for  the  settlement  of 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  two  governments. — 
The  proposition  of  Great  Britain  had  it  been  acced- 
ed to,  would  have  deprived  us  of  fertile  fields,  deep 
waters  and  safe  harbors.  Mr.  Linn  occupied  the 
time  of  llie  senate  until  the  expiration  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  when  the  orders  of  the  day  were  called 
for — and  the  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
loan  hill. 

iVlr.  Gro/mm  advocated  the  bill,  contending  that 
the  exigency  of  the  treasury  should  ensure  prompt 
and  speedy  action  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Berrien  follov/cd,  replying  at  length  to  the  ob- 
jections urged  against  the  bill  on  the  other  side. 

The  debate  was  further  cmitinued  by  Messrs.  Mtn- 
guni,  Sevier,  Crittenden,  Linn,  King,  and  Walker; 
when  there  were  cries  of  "adjourn,  or  question." 

The  q  lestion  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  aHirmalive,  as  follows: 
YE.-\S — Messrs.   Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 


intention  to  vote  against  the  bill,  lie  gave  his  rea- |  Choate,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson, 
sons,  which  were  tliat  he  could  not  support  the  bill,  I  Huntington,  Kerr,  Maiigum,  Merriik,  Miller,  .More- 
because  it  had  obnoxious  provisions  in  relation  to  the  j  head,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons, 
increase  of  llie  loan,  to  which  he  objucteil,  and  the  |  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tallmadge, 
terms  in  relation  to  the  redemption  of  treasury  noles,  I  White,  Woodbridge — 2t>. 

to  which  he  was  also  opposed.  N.WS— Messrs.   Allen,  Bagby,    Benton,  Buclian- 

The  yeas   and   nays  wore    then  ordered  upon  the  !  an,    Calhoun,   Clayton,  Fulton,   Iving,   Linn,  Meilo- 
final    pass.ige  of  file   lull,  when  .Mr,  L'.i//iiyu)i  rose  la    iKu'ls.^Sevier,  Srniih,  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walk- 
miike  a  spc-eli.      He  sai-l    he  -.h.nii.l  ^  ,_i  nothing  in    er,  Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wriglil,  Young— 18. 
rciereiicc  to  the  provisions  uf  llie  bill  now  upon  ils  I      A  few   minutes  before  sis  o'clock,  the  senate  ad- 
tinal  pasaoge.     All  uf  his  opinions  had  been  fully  ex-  Journed. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tfii/RSDAT,  April  7.  Mr.  T/ioin;)fon,  of  Keniudcy, 
made  a  favorable  report  on  an  agency  for  inspection 
of  water-rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersnlt  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
tariff  meclins;  held  in  Pliiladelphia. 

Mr.  Ktnnedij^  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers or  letters  coastwise  by  /oreign  ships  or  vessels. 
The  bill,  having;  been  read  twice,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKeon,  on  leave  given,  iiitrcduced  the  follow- 
ing resolntion,  which  v/as  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  (if  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest)  all  correspon- 
dence between  this  government  and  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  an  international  law 
of  copy-right. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
tlie  whole  on  I  he  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Thompson, 
of  Indiana,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  ^danis  called  the  attention  of  the  commiitee 
to  the  fact  that  the  bill  providing  for  the  construction 
of  an  iron  warsteamer  for  harbor  defence,  which  had 
been  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  house,  had  not 
yet  been  reported.  For  the  expedition  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  house,  and  particularly  of  this  bill,  ( vviiioh 
was  one  of  pressmg  emergency,)  he  would  suggest 
that  the  comniitiee  rise  and  report  the  bill — then  to 
return  into  committee  for  the  purpose  of  resuming 
the  consideration  of  tiie  general  appropriati'.^n  bill. 
After  a  brief  conversation  the  suggestion  was  acced- 
ed to.  And  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  said 
bill  without  amrndment  to  the  house. 

The  commitlee  again  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  nuiking  appri-priations  for  tlie  civil 
and  diplonialic  e.'ipcnscs  of  the  government  for  the 
year  1842.  And  after  progress  therein  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Frid.\y,  Aprij.  8.  Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  house 
would  indulge  him  in  talcing  up,  with  a  view  to  its 
final  passage,  the  bill  reported  yesterday  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
providing  for  the  construction  (for  harbor  defeiice)  of 
an  iron  warsteamer. 

Mr.  ff'ise  said  that  every  gentleman  of  informa- 
tion knew  that  the  extent  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
States  was  greater  than  tliatof  any  other  country,  on 
the  lakes,  the  Atlantic,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  And 
any  gentleman  who  would  read  the  report  of  the  naval 
committee  would  see  that  the  present  naval  f  irce  of 
Great  Briiain,  in  actual  commission.  \vas  2GG  shiiis. 
She  had  on  the  coasts  of  North  America  and  of  tiie 
West  India  islands  (next  door  to  us)  eigiit  stLamcrij 
of  war,  besides  her  commercial  steamers,  whicii  were 
so  constructed  as  to  be'  capable  of  being  converted 
into  steamers  of  war.  It  was  absolutely  necessary, 
then,  that  we  should  speedily  look  to  the  means  of  our 
coast  and  harbor  defence. 

The  plan  for  this  steamer  had  been  submitted  liy 
one  of  the  most  enterprising,  scientilic,  and  best-in- 
formed engineers  in  this  or  any  other  country.     He 
proposed  (at  least  he  would  try  an  experiment  which 
a  board   officers   of  the  army   and  navy  conceived 
would   be  triumphantly  successful)  to  give  us  a  boat 
of  unsurpassed  velocity,  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
(  struction  of  her  submerged  propellers;  and  a  boat  that 
should  be  invulnerable  by  any  known  means  of  war- 
fare.    Mr.  \V.  then  very   briefly  explained  the  con- 
structicm  of  the  sides  of  the  vessij,  the  contemplated 
,;  superiority  of  her  machinery,  the  nature  of  her  pro- 
(  pcllers,  the  superior  character  of  the  shot  she  was  to 
l|  use,  &.C.;  all  v/hich,  he  said,  would   furnish   us  with 
:,  the  best  means  yet  discovered  of  defending  our  coast, 
!  which  was  now  immineniJy  hazarded  and  threatened 
by  the  English  power.     And  Mr.  W.  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Gwin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the 
:  following  proviso: 

Prcvidiil,  That  tlie  amount  agreed  to  be  paid  to 
^  said  Stephens  by  the  government  shall  not  exceed 
;  the  amount  for  which  competent  contractors  will 
I  agree  to  build  llie  same. 

Mr.  G.  stated  that  his  reasons  fur  offering  the 
.amendmei.t  was,  that  he  had  received  information 
from  one  of  the  largest  ship  builders  in  the  city  of 
.New  York  that  he  would  build  vessels  equal  to  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  for,  he  believed,  5451), OUU,  [ 
which  was  JIOO.UUO  less  per  vessel  than  the  actual  i 
:COst  of  these  ships  He  wished  this  vessel  built  by  ) 
contract  that  competition  may  be  invited,  and  the  • 
governinent  get  it  Ijuilt  at  the  least  possible  cost. 
]  [The  information  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Giciii,  is  con-  ; 
itained  in  the  fnllnv/ing  extract  of  a  letter  from  Ivobert  j 
Si-hujler  esq.:  "Sliips  built  like  the  Missouri,  so  far 
jas  [  am  m!  ir^iieil  as  u,  lu.Tconstni.-tion,  ^j475,00  I;  like 
the  Mississippi,  s4do,UUU — all  to  be  ready  for  crews, 
and  with  trials  to  tiie  ordinary  extent."]  i 


The  speaker  said  that  the  bill  was  on  its  passage, 
and  .the  amendment  could  only  be  introduced  by 
general  consent.     Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  FTist  (in  reply  to  Mr.  Gioiji's  remark)  said  he 
presumed  that  there  were  no  contractors  in  New 
York  that  would  undertake  to  build  such  a  ship  as 
Mr.  Stephens  proposed  for  any  thing  like  tliat  cost — 
for,  in  the  first  place,  they  would  not  know  how  to 
begin,  not  being  acquainted  with  the  principle  of  the 
construction. 

Mr.  Bronhun  inquired  of  Mr.  JVisc  what  the  ship 
would  cost.= 

Mr.  (rise  said  there  v/as  a. limit  to  the  cost  in  the 
bill  itself.  Some  gentlemen  supposed  that  this  sliip 
would  cost  as  niu-'li  as  Ihe  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
both  hnil  rri-U  Tiiese  !ivo  ships  h:<d  cost,  in  round 
sums,  eii-vcn  hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  Ihissliipshould  notcnst  more  than  o.'iO, (100 
dollars,  including  (Mr.  W.  was  understood  to  say) 
armament  and  every  tiling  else. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  a  vote  of  129  to  31. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Milton  Brown,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Charles  Brown  in  relation  to  sta- 
tionery expenditure. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  government  for  the  year  l'S42. 
And  after  progress  therein  the  committee  rose  and 

The  house  adjourded. 

S.\ToriD.\Y,  App.lL  9.  The  house  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Thnmpson,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,)  and  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
ibr  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1842.  And  after  progress  therein, 
the  commitlee  rose  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

MoxD.VT,  April  11.  Mr.  CUfford,  presented  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Maine  in  refe- 
rence to  the  British  colonial  trade.  Mr.  TiUingkast 
presented  tlie  resohitions  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Fi7/;nore  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
commiitee  cif  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 
.\gre''d  to.  The  r,peakti-  called  ^Ir.  Thompson,  of  In- 
diana, to  (he  chair,  and  the  debate  proceeded. 

The  amendment  pending  was  in  relation  to  light 
houses,  ibr  supplying  which  to  the  extent  of  2,652 
lamps,  wiih  oil,  tube  glasses,  wicks,  bulfskins,  whit- 
ing, and  colton  cloths,  transportation  and  keeping 
apparatus  in  order.  This  is  proposed  in  addilion  to 
repairs,  salaries,  &c. 

Mr.  Prnfflt  pointed  out  m  detail  the  extent  of  the 
enormous  abuses  which  existed  in  the  light  house 
system  of  the  country,  implicating  some  of  the  light 
house  keepers  of  the  most  criminal  offences,  and  spoke 
for  two  hours  upon  the  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  proposed  for  "repairs,  &c.  pointed 
out  a  mass  of  important  facts  connected  with  the 
abuses  of  the  system,  and  '.vas  listened  to  with  gener.il 
attention.  Having  closed,  he  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sprt^f;  renewed  the  motion  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ffiltiain-^,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  briefly,  and 
mad  a  some  remarks  upon  the  wre;:kers,  and  spoke  in 
severity  against  the  harpies  of  the  coast  who  hover 
around  the  wrecks  seeking  whom  and  what  they  may 
devour. 

Mr.  Cwihing  made  some  few  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  light  house  system,  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
which  harl  boon  made  in  opposition  to  the  system  by 
other  incinbers. 

Mr.  ViUnnrc  appealed  to  the  committee,  between 
three  and  four  o'clock,  to  lake  a  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion. The  subject  had  been  before  the  commitlee 
the  whole  day,  and  at  least  he  hoped  that  those  who 
were  in  f^v-ir  of  the  system  would  debate  it  nomnre. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Sprigg's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a 
count.  Mr.  FiUmnre  ottered  an  amendment,  and  the 
committee  rose  and 

The  huise  adjourned. 

TuEsD.iY,  April  12.  V.e  J!  n-ird,  of  Michigan, 
presented  a  resolution  a-'iing  fir  iiie  appointment  of 
a  select  committee  to  iii.pii.e  as  u  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie. 
Objections  were  made  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
luli'^n.  .\  suspension  was  moved  and  lost,  two-thirds 
being  necessary. 

A  report  was  presented  from  the  military  commit- 
tee adverse  to  the  pp.tition  of  citizens  of  Baltimore 
for  the  use  of  the  tents  belonging  to  the  government 
in  the  military  encampment  to  be  held  at  Baltimore 
in  ?ilay  next. 

A  report  from  the  same  commitlee  in  answer  to  a 
memorial  from  the  persons  employed  in  the  Harper's 
Ferry  armory,  i'lie  r<.^pv»rt  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  jn'mted. 

From  the  same  committee,  a  bill  for  the  erection 


of  certain  forliiication.s;  for  the  repairof  old  fortifica-  . 
tions,  and  for  certain  military  surveys. 

Also,  a  bill  from  the  same  committee,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  corps  of  sappers  and  miners. 

Fri'm  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  a  bill  to 
aid  the  maUingof  roads  and  canals  in  the  territorv  of 
Wisconsin.  '' 

From  t!ic  cclmmittee  on  claims,  a  bill  for  tha  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton. 

From  the  committee  on  the  Smithsonian. bequest,  a 
bill  to  estalflLih  an  institution  for  the  diffusion  of  use- 
ful kno'.vledge  among  men. 

Also,  to  bedisciiargcd  from  the  petition  of  Richard 
Rush,  asking  pay  for  services.  The  committee  were 
di.^ehaigcil,  and  the  memorial  referred  tO'the  com- 
mittee oil  claims. 

T'lio  1:1  .rniiig  business  was  in  the  end  gone  through 
with,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  of  IVeiv  York, 
the  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  union. 

Tlie  general  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  and 
the  pending  amendment  was  that  of  iMr.  Fillmore,  in 
reference  to  the  light  house  system.  Mr.  Filbw-re 
moved  that  the  collectors  should  not  receive  extra 
pay  as' superintendents  of  light  houses,  if  the  com- 
pensation amounted  to  more  than  §1,000.  The 
amendment,  after  debate,  prevailed.  The  next 
amendment  wasa  prop  iscd  appropriation  of  jilOO.OOO 
for  a  light  house  on  D-laware  bay,  which,  after  de- 
bate, was  lost— ayes  (il,  noes  66. 

The  committee  then  arose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wedn'esday,  April  1.3.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that 
the  hoii-e  resolve  itself  i, do  commiitee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union  in  order  to  take  up  the  ge- 
neral appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Wcllera!  Ohio,  moved  a  call  of  the  house  for 
the  reason  that  so  few  members  were  present. 

Mr.  SUmlij  of  N.  C.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
there  appeared  about  130  members  in  their  seats,  44 
in  favor  of  a  call,  and  u6,  in  opposition. 

Mr.  Fillmore  renewed  his  motion  to  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  but  yielded  to  a  rnolion  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  iVt)Ui?(/j/  of  Maryland,  who  wished  to  pre- 
iseut  a  joint  resolution  authorising  those  having  charge 
of  the  government  tents  to  loan  one  thousand  of  them, 
or  as  many  as  should  be  wanted  to  the  military  en- 
campment to  be  held  in  Baltimore  next  month.  Ob- 
jections were  made  to  lii;;  caption  of  the  resolution, 
and  a  motion  snbmitleil  by  .Mr.  K.  to  suspend  the 
rules.  The  vote  was  taken  by  tellers;  but  no  quorum 
was  found.  The  motion  was  renewed,  and  the  yeas 
!  and  nays  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  a  quorum 
'within  the  bar.  The  vote  upon  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  was  84  to  66,  not  two-thirds,  and  the  rules 
could  not  be  suspended. 

<      Mr.  Fillmore  a  third  time  renewed  his  motion  to  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  it  prevailed.     Mr. 
T/iamyjimi  of  Indiana,  to.ik  the  chair. 
1      When  t!ie  oommitteK  rose  last  evening,  the  follow- 
ing item  h;id  been  read: 

"No.  218.  For  salaries  of  the  ministers  of  the 
U:iited  St.ites  to  Great  Briiain,  France,  Russia,  Prus- 
sia, Austria,  Spain,  Mexico  and  Brazil,  seventy-two 
thousand  djllais." 

i  And  Mr.  ^Iditms  had  proposed  to  send  to  the  clerk's 
table,  to  be  read,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
seltiiig  Ibrt'i  tiiat  it  did  not  appear  to  be  wise  or  poli- 
ti'',  under  present  cireinustances,  to  remit  any  of  the 
diplo:n:ilic  missions  lor  w  iiich,  at  the  comtnehcement 
of  the  present  session,  estimates  had  been  sent  in. 
The  letter  was  read.  Mr.  .'V.  spoke  a  fesv  sen- 
tences in  further  explanation  of  the  course  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  aifairs,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred a  resolution,  directing  that  coininittee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency- of  reducing  the  item  of 
(liplomatic  missions.  But  so  much  noise  and  confu- 
sion prevailed,  that  heafiiig  for  a  full  hour  was  ren- 
dered almost  impossible.  Mr.  A.  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  committee  proposed  hereafter  to  make  a 
general  report  on  the  resolution;  but  that  the  eo:n- 
initteo  Irad  come  to  the  general  conclusion  that  at  pre- 
sent it  was  not  in  their  power  to  propose  any  reduc- 
tions in  the  diplomatic  missions. 

I  ftlr. /-inrt  moved  to  amend  the  item  by  striking 
out  so  much  thereof  as  related  to  the  mission  to 
,  Mexico. 

A  long  debate  followed,  directed  partially  to  the 
necessity  of  the  maintenance  of  a  full  diplomatic 
mission  near  the  government  of  Mexico,  b.it  mainly 
(though  incidentally)  to  the  policy  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

The  debate  was  participated  by  iMessrs.  Linn,  Pick- 
ens, Rerj,tolds,  Fillmore,  Cusldng,  Jones,  ol  Mii.  Slade 
and  iriae. 

When  Mr.  ff'ise  had  concluded,  the  chairman  gave 
the  fluor  to  Mr.  lialler,  of  South  (Jaridina,  who  yield- 
ed to  a  motion  (ilie  hour  being  late)  that  the  comniil- 
lee  rise. 

VVhitdi  motion  provading,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  progress,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Akms.  The  CmUUano  of  Mndrid  mentions  that 
Espat-tero  has  ordered  Ihi'cc  batteries  of  mountain 
artillery  to  bo  got  ready  for  service  in  tlie  island  of 
Cuba.     The  cannon  are  to  be  cast  at  Havana. 

Allegany  Co.vl.  A  foretaste  of  what  is  to  be  en- 
joyed by  us  on  the  completion  of  the  Chesapealte  and 
Ohio  canal  to  the  coal  region  at  Cumberland  has 
been  administered  this  week  by  the  arrival  hither  of 
a  fleet  of  boats  laden  with  the  black  diamonds  of 
the  Alleghany.  Fifteen  boats  freighted  with  over 
17,00U  bushels  nf  coal  are  already  arrived  and  there 
are  many  more  to  follow.  This  coal  we  understand 
to  have  been  contracted  for  by  the  government,  and 
presume  for  the  service  of  the  United  States  war 
steamers,  the   Missouri  and    Mississippi. 

[Georgetown  Mmcale. 

"The  American  Aesoclition,"  formed  with  the 
purpose  of  "wearing  domestic  products  alone,"  says 
a  Bjston  paper  of  the  3J,  "is  receiving  the  favora- 
ble attention  of  many  of  our  citizens  and  gaining 
ground  rapnlly." 

Afp.icav  colonization,  a  convention  of  the 
friends  of  African  colonization  is  to  be  held  in  the 
eity  of  Washington  on  the  4th  May  nest.  All  who 
feel  interested  in  the  cause  are  invited  to  attend. 

Hekrt  Clay.  A  dinner  was  given  to  this  distin- 
guished statesman  last  week,  by  members  of  con- 
gress, and  on  the  evening  of  the  liith,  the  public  ball 
given  tu  him  by  members  of  congress  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Washington,  jointly,  on  his  quitting  the  capi- 
tal, came  oil',  and  was  truly  a  splendid  affair.  Public 
meetings  are  called  in  various  directions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expressing  undiminished  confidence  and  re- 
gai-a  for  Mr.  Clay. 

The  Creole  captives.  A  Nassau  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Commercial,  under  date  of  the 
30lh  ult.  writes;  "The  steamboat  Tay  has  just  ar- 
rived with  English  mails  from  Havana.  The  slaves 
which  have  been  confined  for  murder  and  mutiny  on 
board  the  brig  Creole,  will  now  be  liberated,  as  1  am 
told  the  order  for  that  purpose  has  arrived." 

Bishop  E.vgland  is  710  more!  The  distinguished 
Catholic  prelate  of  South  Carolina  died  at  Charles- 
ton on  the  1  Ith  inst.  in  the  5Gth  year  of  his  age. 

Elections.  The  city  of  New  York  charter  elec- 
tion took  place  on  the  l:ith  inst.  A  riot  occurred 
between  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  Irish  in  the  6lh 
ward,  in  v.'hich  the  celebrated  Tammany  Spartan 
Band  afterwards  took  part.  At  least  ten  thousand 
people  were  assembled  and  the  fighting  lasted  for 
some  hours.  At  6  o'clock  the  Irish  obtained  com- 
piele  possession  of  Center  street  and  allowed  no  one 
to  pass.  The  residence  of  the  Catholic  bishop 
Hughes,  as  well  as  a  number  of  other  houses  sutfer- 
ed.  The  police  secured  about  3U  prisoners  but  the 
military  had  at  length  to  be  resorted  to. 

The  Van  Bureii  candidate,  Morris,  is  re-elected 
mayor  by  a  majority  in  the  neighborhood  of  2,000, 
but  the  whigs  carried  nine  if  not  ten  of  the  seventeen 
wards  and  elected  eighteen  or  twenty  of  the  34  al- 
dermen.and  assistants. 

In  Albany  the  V.  B.  mayor  is  elected.  And  a  ma- 
jority of  the  wards  gave  V.  B.  majorities. 

In  Brooklyn,  Smith,  the  whig  mayor  is  beaten  by 
Miirphy  2U0"  votes — the  common  council  11  V.  B.  to 
7  Whigs. 

The  New  Jersey  City  and  town  election  took  place 
on  the  11th  inst.  'I'he  whig  ticket  was  elected 
throughout  in  Newark,  Wm.  Wight,  mayor,  A.  Hal- 
sey,  recorder. 

Col.  John  Schmerle  has  been  elected  mayor  of 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Gen.  Lambert  has  been  re-elected  mayor  of  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

John  Anderson,  (V.  B.)  is  elected  mayor  of  Port- 
land, Me.,  by  a  majority  of  75  votes.  The  recorder 
and  three  of  the  five  aldermen  of  the  same  party  are 
elected;  the  council,  equally  divided. 

The  city  election  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.  also  resulted 
in  favor  of  the  V.  B.  party. 

D.  Prieur,  the  V.  B.  candidate,  has  been  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by  a  majority  of 
2.59  votes.  At  the  presidential  election  tlie  whig 
majority  was  about  1,000. 

ExciiAVGEs.  Bills  on  London  in  New  York  Ga7; 
on  France  .5f.40a45i  New  York  on  Boston,  Philadel- 
phia and  lialtmuire  par,  Richmond,  Va.  8,;  Raleigh 
5-,;  •  ■harleslon  1  .;  Macon  15;  Savannah  2^;  Mobile 
ai;  Aew  Orleans  7;  St.  Luuis  lGd20;  Louisville  j, 
Cincinnati  8;  Nashville  20. 


Flour.  The  Baltimore  inspections  of  last  week 
consisted  of  4,155  barrels.  Sales  were  effected  for 
upwards  of  3,000  bbls.  at  prices  ranging  from  $5  50 
to  g5  621.     This  week  <t5  75  is  demanded. 

Green  peas  were  sold  in  the  Norfolk  market  on 
the  9th  April. 

Iron  works  suspended.  The  Troy  Whig  says 
the  extensive  iron  works  in  that  city  have  both  sus- 
pended operations  for  the  present,  nor  will  they  be 
again  started  until  an  adequate  protective  tariff  shall 
be  imposed  upon  foreign  iron.  The  New  York  Ex- 
press truly  remarks  that  eiglit  hundred  human  beings 
seeking  work  in  such  times  as  these  is  indeed  "the 
saddest  sight  under  the  sun." 

Loan.  The  New  York  canal  commissioners  ad- 
vertise for  one  million  of  dollars  at  7  per  cent. 

Managerie — Carter,  the  celebrated  lion-tamer, 
arrived  at  Now  York  on  the  2d,  in  the  packet  ship 
Montreal,  with  his  train. 

MiCMAc  Indians.  A  deputation  from  this  tribe 
of  natives,  consisting  of  Joseph  J\IaUi  Ilkobeilh,  a  prin- 
cipal chief  and  captains,  Fi-ancis  Labobe,  and  Peler 
Basket,  landed  at  Annapolis  on  the  5th  from  on  board 
the  Warspite,  British  frigate,  and  on  the  7lh  proceed- 
ed by  the  rail  road  towards  New  Brunsv/ick.  They 
had  been  to  England  to  treat  with  Queen  Victoria, 
with  a  view  of  exchanging  their  hunting  pursuits  for 
those  of  agriculture.  They  spoke  and  wrote  Eng- 
lish, and  expressed  themselves  gratified  with  their 
inter*iew  with  the  Queen.  Their  homes  are  upon 
the  St.  John's  river,  New  Brunswick. 

Discharge  of  Hogan.  We  learn  from  the  Ro- 
chester Democrat,  that  Hogan  has  been  discharged 
for  v/ant  of  sufficient  evidence  to  commit  him  for 
trial.  The  Democrat  laughs  at  the  idea  of  his  be- 
ing concerned  in  the  Caroline  affair,  and  speaks  of 
him  as  "an  exquisite  jackanapes,  who  would  never 
be  engaged  in  any  expedition  that  would  throw  his 
hair  out  of  a  curl." 

The  RochesterDaily  Advertiser,  ol" Saturday,  says: 
"Hogan  left  yesterday,  in  the  Gore,  for  Canada,  hale  j 
and  hearty." 

Rhode  Island.  The  Globe  says:  "we  have  it  from  I 
very  good  authority  that  the  president's  cabinet  coun-  ' 
cil  have  held  a  consultation  on  the  Rhode  Island  1 
controversy,  and  resolved  to  support  the  corporators  1 
under  the  charter,  as  the  sovereign  power  of  the  ! 
state,  and  to  employ  the  power  of  the  federal  admi-  ! 
nistration  to  put  down  the  constitution  established  by  1 
the  people.  How  the  national  executive  is  to  inter-  i 
fere,  we  have  not  learned;  but  doubtless  the  great 
expounder  of  the  constitution,  who  undertook  to 
make  way  with  the  rights  of  New  York  in  the  Mc- 
Leod  case,  will  devise  some  mode  of  helping  the 
.Rhode  island  aristocracy  to  usurp  the  state's  rights." 

Free  negroes  in  Mississippi.  By  an  act  which  j 
was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Mississippi  le- 
gislature, every  justice  in  the  state  is  authorised,  at 
the  request  of  a  free-holder,  to  cause  every  free  ne- 
gro to  give  security  in  the  sum  of  one  Imndred  dol- 
lars for  his  good  behavior,  or  to  commit  him  to  jail, 
and  after  public  notice,  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
shall  sell  him.  Every  free  negro  is  forbidden  to  en- 
ter the  state;  and  if  one  such  is  found  having  emi- 
grated into  the  state  under  any  pretence  whate\er, 
any  white  citizen  may  cause  him  to  be  punished  by 
the  sheriff,  with  thirty-nine  lashes;  and  if  he  does 
not  immediately  thereafter  remove,  he  is  to  be  sold. 
Any  white  person  who  brings  a  free  negro  into  the 
state  is  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding,  for  the  first  of- 
fence, five  hundred,  and  for  tlie  second,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

North  Carolina.  A  convention  of  the  whigs  of 
the  state  vvas  held  at  Raleigh  on  the  4th  inst.  and 
Gov.  J.  M.  Morehead  re-nominated  as  candidate  for 
the  next  gubernatorial  election,  and  Henry  Clay  for 
the  next  presidency  of  the  U.  States.  Louis  D.  Hen- 
ry is  the  Van  Buren  candidate  for  governorand  the 
election  comes  off  in  August  next. 

National  agricultural  society.  A  meeting  for 
the  choice  of  oflicers  will  be  held  at  Washington  on 
4th  May  next. 

Seamboat  explosion.  The  first  serious  explosion 
that  has  occurred  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
for  more  than  twenly  years,  took  place  in  Baltimore 
harbor  on  the  14th  inst.  on  hoard  the  new  steamer 
Medura,  built  for  the  Norfolk  line.  She  was  just 
starting  to  try  her  works.  About  forty  bodies  have 
been  recovered,  dead  or  seriously  injured.  The  ves- 
sel having  sunk,  the  extent  of  the  awful  calamity  is 
yet  unknown.  The  mayor  with  his  police,  and  one 
Hundred  employed  hands  are  now  occupied  in  endea- 
voring to  recover  the  bodies,  &c. 


The  Georgia,  from  Ouachita,  with  450  bales  of  cot- 
ton, was  burnt  on  the  28th  ult.  whilst  entering  New 
Orleans  harbor — no  lives,  but  vessel  and  cargo  lost. 
Having  to  run  in  amongst  the  fiat  boats,  150  cattle 
and  a  number  of  hogs  were  also  burnt. 

j  The  New  York  legislature  adjourned  on  the 
13th  inst.  to  meet  again  on  the  16th  August,  having 
passed  323  acts,  amongst  which  were,  acts  to  extend 
the  charters  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  and  the  New 
York  and  Albany  rail  road  companies — to  chatter 
the  Goshen  and  Albany  rail  road  company;  to  pro- 
vide for  prompt  redemption  of  the  notes  of  insol- 
vent banks;  the  mill  tax  bill,  and  suspension  of  pub- 
lic works;  the  general  election  bill:  repealing  the 
'  registry  law.  The  celebrated  New  York  school  bill, 
;  advocated  by  Bishop  Hughes  and  the  catholic  party, 
j  as  introduced  by  Mr.  Maclay,  and  amended  by 
!  Messrs.  Foster  and  Hunter,  passed  the  senate  at  12 
o'clock  at  night  of  the  8th.  Every  whig  voted 
j  against  it.  The  house  on  the  nest  day  concurred  in 
I  the  amendments,  and  the  governor  signed  it.  The 
resolutions  instructing  the  representatives  in  con- 
gress to  vote  to  refund  Judge  Hall's  fine  on  General 
Jackson,  passed  on  the  last  night  of  the  session. 

Steamers.  Each  British  steam  frigate,  says  a 
London  paper  of  3d  March,  is  in  future  to  have  a 
lieutenant  and  30  marines  on  board.  The  small 
steamers,  are  to  have  a  corporal  and  9  privates. 

Slave  trade  in  Cuba.  The  Charleston  S.  C. 
Patriot  gives  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  dat- 
ed Havana,  March  23d:  "The  slave  trade,  may  now 
be  considered  as  entirely  at  an  end.  Very  strict  or- 
ders have  been  issued  by  our  government  to  the  dif- 
ferent "Capitanos  de  Partido"  to  report  and  seize 
every  cargo  which  may  be  landed  on  the  coast;  and 
about  three  weeks  ago  a  Portuguese  schooner  was 
brought  in  by  a  Spanish  brig-of-war. 

Slave  question.  A  resolution  passed  the  New 
York  legislature  prior  to  their  adjournment,  declar- 
ing that  stealing  a  slave  in  Virginia  is  a  felony  in  that 
state,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Stocks.  Prices  continue  down.  New  York  53'' 
78;,  Illinois  6's  16al8;  Indiana  5's  19;  Pennsylvania 
5's'39;  Philadelphia  5's  95;  Ohio  sixes  6I1. 

Tariff  meetings.  A  meeting  of  citizens  of  Wheel- 
ing, Virginia,  in  favor  of  a  tariff  was  held  on  the 
12th  inst.  On  the  same  day  one  at  Ann  Arbor  Mi- 
chigan. At  Ulica,  N.  Y'ork,  on  the  1st  inst.  At 
Cortlandville,  Cortland  C.  same  stale  on  22d  ult. 

The  Pottsville  Journal  mentions  that  the  duty  just 
proposed  in  congress  on  coal  ^1  per  ton,  is  insufficient. 
Nothing  short  of  $2  per  ton.  will  bring  out  the  im- 
mense deposites  of  our  mountains. 

The  Pennsylvania  newspapers  contain  a  call  for 
state  convention  of  the  friends  of  "Home  Industry," 
to  be  held  at  Harrisburg  on  the  second  Wednesday 
[13th  day]  of  April  inst.  The  call  is  signed  by  the 
stale  committee  on  the  subject. 

The  delegates  appointed  by  the  different  wards  of 
Baltimore  city  met  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  at  Un- 
ion Hall.  James  Harwood  was  chosen  president, 
and  Robt.  Howard,  and  Beale  H.  Richardson  vice 
presidents.  A  home  league  was  recommended  to  be 
formed  and  the  president  requested  in  behalf  of  the 
convention  to  call  upon  the  people  of  the  state  to  as- 
semble in  their  various  election  districts  to  forward 
the  cause  and  memorialize  congress. 

Tobacco.  Although  coming  in  rapidly,  continues 
to  maintain  our  last  quotations  and  for  fairest  quali- 
ties -some  advance  has  been  submitted  to.  The  in- 
spections of  the  last  week  m  Baltimore  consisted  of 
952hhds.  Maryland,  191  Ohio,  189  Kentucky;  total 
1,329  hhds.  The  farmers  of  that  part  of  Alabama 
and  Georgia  known  by  the  name  of  the  Cherokee 
country,  it  is  stated  are  about  to  cultivate  tobacco 
extensively  instead  of  cotton.  Seven  hogsheads  from 
Floyd  county,  Geo.  head  waters  of  the  Coosa  river, 
v.'ere  sold  a  few  days  since  at  Mobile  at  5^'a5c.  by  Mr. 
S.  Robinson.     The  quality  equal  to    Virginin  seconds. 

Weather.  Whilst  we  have  had  so  mild  a  win- 
ter in  this  direction,  it  would  seem  that  they  have 
had  the  reverse  in  other  directions.  A  letter  from 
Rome  represents  that  a  greater  quantity  of  snow  has 
fallen  this  year  in  Italy  than  has  ever  been  remem- 
bered. Several  deep  valleys  arc  filled  up,  and 
although  a  sirocco  had  been  blowing  for  several 
days,  its  heat  was  not  sufficient  to  melt  the  frozen 
mass.  Diligences,  though  drawn  by  sixteen  horses 
and  eight  o.xen,  had  great  difficulty  in  making  their 
way  through  it. 

WiiisKEv  is  quoted  now  at  16  cents  per  gallon  in 
the  Baltimore  market,  and  13  cents  at  Cincinnati. 
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FpEECH  or  Mr.  Ad.ims — in  house  of  representatives  on 
April  14  ill  reply  to  Mr.  Ingersoll  on  the  subject  of  mis- 
sion ta  Mexico, 

Congressional  proceedings. 

Chronicle. 


FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Great  Western  left  Bristol  on  April  9d  and 
arrived  at  New  York  on  the  17th.  She  brings  sixty- 
five  passengers;  among  whom.  Captain  Wright,  has 
despatches  for  Lord  Ashburton;  Mr.  Hillard,  from 
the  American  minister  in  London;  Mr.  De  Vereigne, 
for  the  French  minister  at  \Vashington;  and  Mr. 
Moulton  from  the  American  minister  at  Paris. 

The  most  important  intelligence  is  the  reverse 
suffered  by  the  British  army  in  AfTghanistan  and 
not  from  the  numerical  loss  as  much  as  from  the 
political  influence  that  it  may  have  with  their  drj- 
minions  in  the  east.  Previous  to  their  sway  over 
that  country  it  had  been  the  chief  theatre  of  the  con- 
tending influence  of  Britain  and   Russia,  in  Asia. 

Dost  Mahommed  its  dethroned  monarch  is  still  their 
prisoner  and  his  son  is  said  to  be  the  assassin  of  sir 
Wm.  McNaghten. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  brought  forward  his  financial 
statement  and  project  in  the  house  of  commons  on 
11th  March.  Its  boldness  took  the  house  by  surprise. 
He  proposes  the  last  and  most  productive  but  yet 
most  unpopular  source  of  revenue  and  what  has 
heretofore  been  exclusively  deemed  a  war  tax,  a  tax 
upon  incomes.  Connected  with  this  scheme  is  a  new 
tariff' reducing  the  duties  on  somejmports  and  laying 
a  duty  upon  certain  exports.  'TW'estimates  for  the 
year  ending  5th  April  1843  are  as  follows: 
Expenditure  .£50,820,000 

Income  48,350,000 

Deficiency  .^2,570,000 

New  taxes, 
Great  Britain — an  income  tax 
Ireland  (equalized  stamp  and 

spirittluties:)  absentees  to  be 

taxed  upon  "property  in  Ire- 
land, as  residenlsiii  G.  Britain 
Export  duty  on  coals 

Total  new  taxes    4,310,000 


3,700,000 


410,000 
200,000 


Surplus  d£l,740,000 

Of  this  surplus,  about  ^L900,000  is  to  be  devoted 
to  a  reduction  of  a  variety  of  duties  in  a  sweeping  re- 
vision of  the  tarifl";  all  prohibition  being  removed, 
and  raw  material  being  lightly  taxed.  The  remain- 
der will  go  to  meet  additional  expenses  which  may 
occur  in  China,  India,  Affghanistan  and  Canada.  Sir 
Robert  enforced  his  project  by  a  long  address  and 
concluded  v.'ith  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  house  to 
support  untarnished  the  name  which  the  people  liave 
inherited  from  their  forefathers,  and  which  they  have 
maintained  in  this  century  for  twenty-five  years  of 
■war  and  twenty-five  of  peace.  He  then  moved  his 
first  resolution.  Lord  Brougham  takes  ground  against 
him. 

'  The  London  Times  of  the  30th  March  first  publish- 
ed the  reply  of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Stevenson's 
Parthian  despatch  and  remarks  that  though  "the  Unit- 
ed States  government  has  prudently  abstained  from 
publishing  it,  it  has  been  privately  circulated  among 
members  of  congress." 

Several  regiments  are  ordered  to  India;  among 
them  the  10th,  7&th,  29th,  84th  and  86th  each  1,000 
strong.  Tlie  25th  proceeds  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  following  corps  are  to  be  brought  home 
from  North  America,  namely,  the  foot  guards,  the 
56th,  67th,  69th  and  70th  regiments.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Derinzy  has  received  orders  to  augment  that 
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fine  corps  the  86th  royal  regiment,  to  1,000  strong, 
and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  India 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Emigration  to  America.  The  New  York  line  of 
packet  ship  Gladiator  carries  out  150  passengers  in 
the  steerage,  who  intend  to  settle  in  various  parts  of 
the  Urfited -States  and  Canada,  and  20  cabin  pas- 
sengers. The  passengers  in  the  steerage  are  princi- 
pally agriculturists  frow  the  home  countries;  the  ca- 
bin passengers  are  chiefly  mechanics  and  others  upon 
business.  The  Mediator  will  take  out  250  emigrants 
to  New  York. 

The  Telegraph  steamer,  running  between  Glasgow 
and  Greenock,  competing  with  a  railway,  exploded 
on  91st  March,  killing  19  and  wounding  30  persons. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  died  on  the  15th  of  March. 
He  was  born  in  1765.  He  was  the  first  Roman  Ca- 
tholic peer  that  took  hisseat  after  the  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, yet  though  a  Roman  Catholic,  he  had  within 
his  gift  24  livings  of  tlie  church  of  England. 

Bank  of  England.  An  account  showing  the  quar- 
terly average  of  the  weekly  liabilities  and  assets  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  from  the  4th  of  January,  1842, 
to  the  20th  of  March,  1842,  both  inclusive — 

Liabilities.  Jlssets. 

Circulation,  ^£16,9.52,000  Securities,  ^22,586,090 
Deposites,  8,657,000  Bullion,  6,125,090 

=£25,609,000  ^28,711,000 

Sir  George  Arthur  has  been  appointed  governor  of 
Bombay  by  the  court  of  directors  assembled  at  the 
East  India  House  on  the  29th  ultimo. 

In  respect  to  the  mission  of  Mr.  R.  Crichton  Wiley 
to  America,  who  was  represented  as  an  agent  for  en- 
forcing the  payments  of  American  stocks  held  by 
British  subjects,  the  Spectator  has  this  paragraph — 
"Some  error  appears  to  exist  about  the  object  of  Mr. 
R.  Crichton  Wiley's  voyage  to  New  York.  That 
gentleman  has  recently  sailed  in  the  Columbia,  not, 
as  is  generally  believed,  as  general  agent  for  enforc- 
ing the  claims  of  the  English  holders  of  American 
securities,  but  as  the  agent  of  the  English  bondhold- 
ers of  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company,  to 
watch  the  sale  of  the  canal,  which  will  be  put  up  to 
auction  in  New  York  in  consequence  of  the  fore- 
closure of  the  mortgage  of  $750,000,  held  by  sorne 
Dutch  capitalists  upon  "the  canal.  The  English  hold- 
ers have  no  chance  of  payment,  except  by  purchas- 
ing the  canal,  and  carrying  it  on  for  their  own  be- 
nefit." 

The  earl  of  Munster,  eldest  son  of  the  late  king 
William,  committed  suicide  with  a  pistol  on  the.20th 
ultimo,  at  his  house  in  Belgrave  square.  Verdict, 
mental  derangement.  He  was  the  son  of  Mrs.  Jordan, 
an  actress  celebrated  in  her  day. 

The  naval  force  of  Great  Britain,  the  largest  in  the 
world,  consists  of  590  ships-of-war,  carrying  from 
1  to  120  guns  each,  of  ditl'erent  calibres,  which  are 
eitlier  in  ordinary  or  commission.  Of  this  immense 
flotilla,  105  are  armed  steam  vessels,  constructed  on 
the  most  scientific  and  approved  principles,  for  active 
sea  service.  To  man  this  extensive  fleet  in  time  of 
peace  there  are  23,000  able  bodied  seamen,  2,000 
lads,  and  14,000  royal  marines.  This  number  will, 
however,  be  gradually  augmented,  as  the  vessels  or- 
dered to  be  put  into  commission  for  China,  &c.  are 
to  have  their  full  complement  of  able  seamen. 

It  is  expected  there  will  be  three  launches  of  ves- 
sels this  season  on  the  Thames— the  Worcester,  50 
guns, building  at  Deptford;  Chichester,  50  guns,  build- 
ing at  Woolwich;  and  another  smaller  vessel  at  the 
latter  dock  yard. 

Levi  H.  Hardinge  on  the  7lh  March  presented  the 
army  budget  which  proposed  an  effective  force  of 
122,568  men,  exclusive  of  militia  and  forces  in  India 
and  China. 

Later.  The  royal  mail  steamer  Britannia  lolt  Li- 
verpool on  April  5  and  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  20th. 

"The  news  from  India  is  to  the  end  of  January,  ac- 
cording to  which  it  appears,  that  after  the  death  of 
sir  William  McNaugbtc:i,negotiations  were  resumed 
by  Major  Pottinger,  and  a  convention  agreed  on  for 
the  evacuation  by  the  British  forces  of  Jellabad, 
GhuXni,  Cabool,  and  Candahar;  that  in  pursuance 
thereof,  the  troops,  to  the  number  of  10,000,  set  out, 
and  were,  in  a  treacherous  defiance  of  the  treaty,  all 
massacreed.  Two  or  three  natives  aloneescaped. — 
Gen.  Sale  has  refused  to  surrender  Jellabad,  and  is 
prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence.  Gen.  Elphinstone 
is  not  dead,  although  wounded.     He  is  a  prisoner  in 


the  hands  of  Ukbar  Khan.  Nothing  important  from 
China.  The  earl  of  Elgin  is  appointed  governor  of 
Jamaica. 

FRANCE. 

Chamber  of  Deputies.  The  treaty  on  the  right 
of  search  became  again  the  subject  of  discussion  on 
February  98.  M.  Mauguin  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  Guizot  had  com- 
promised his  credit  and  influence  by  having  signed  it, 
and  cited  as  suitable  for  his  imitation  the  examples 
of  Berthold  minister  of  Holland,  and  the  duke  of 
Broglie  minister  of  France  in  1831,  who  had  when  in 
a  minority  of  the  chambers  withdrawn  from  their  of- 
fices. He  alluded  to  the  treaty  of  15th  July,  1840, 
as  a  warning  for  France  not  to  be  again  duped,  a 
treaty  said  he  which  was  designed  to  abase  France, 
deceive  Russia,  and  give  Syria  to  England.  The 
minister  expected  to  obtain  at  the  coming  elections 
a  ministerial  majority  sulficient  to  ensure  its  ratifica- 
tion when  modified.  He  did  not  believe  either  that 
any  modifications  would  be  made  or  that  a  majority 
would  be  obtained  to  effect  its  ratification.  M.  Guizot 
in  reply  slated  that  France  had  proposed  modifica- 
tions, no  precise  date  had  been  fixed  for  the  conclu- 
sion of  further  negotiations,  and  that  France  was  not 
isolated  from  Europe.  The  crown  seeks  modifica- 
tions, which  may  satisfy  as  much  as  honor  shall  per- 
mit or  demand,  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
chamber.  The  negotiations  are  pursued  in  the  de- 
sire of  not  abandoning  the  great  cause  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  treaty  and  of  satisfying  the  exigencies 
of  the  country,  and  the  government  seeks  both  the 
dignity  of  the  flag  and  the  activity  of  commerce. — 
The  progress  of  the  negotiations  required  him  to  say 
no  more.  M.  Mauguin  reiterated  his  opinion  that 
modifications  would  not  be  accorded.  M.  Joly  be- 
lieved that  England  had  wished  to  associate  France 
with  her  in  the  design  of  searching  American  vessels 
and  thereby  to  place  her  in  a  hostile  attitude  against 
America,  and  contrasted  the  philanthropy  of  England 
for  the  blacks  with  her  treatment  of  the  white  slaves 
of  the  East  Indies  and  of  the  paupers  of  Ireland.  M. 
Berryer  alluded  to  the  exemption  of  the  Russo-Ame- 
rican  vessels  in  a  clause  of  the  treaty,  as  a  proof  of 
its  being  particularly  designed  for  the  benefit  of  Eng- 
land; and  the  attempt  of  England  in  the  project  of 
arraying  the  great  European  powers  in  compact  so  as 
to  awe  America  by  moral  coercion  and  intimidate 
her  is  regarded  as  a  signal  failure. 

x4s  soon  as  the  denial  of  sir  Robert  Peel  made  in 
the  house  of  commons  on  March  1st,  and  reiterated 
by  Lord  Aberdeen  on  the  7th,  of  the  correctness  of 
the  tenor  of  the  conversation  that  M.  Guizot  had  re- 
ferred to  in  the  chambers  as  having  been  held  be- 
tween the  French  ambassador  and  the  English  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs,  in  which  he  expressed  the  wil- 
lingness of  England  to  accept  of  the  French  sove- 
reignty over  Algiers,  became  known  in  France,  the 
highest  indignation  was  expressed.  In  the  chamber 
of  deputies  on  March  10,  the  minister  was  called 
upon  for  explanations.  M.  Guizot  stated  that  what 
had  occurred  was  this.  In  a  conversation  with  the 
French  ambassador.  Lord  Aberdeen  of  his  own  ac- 
cord said  that  in  1830  he  had  protested  and  made  in- 
cessant objections  to  our  dominion  in  Algiers.  He 
then  added  that  he  does  not  now  resume  that  position, 
that  ten  years  had  now  elapsed,  that  it  was  a  thing 
passed  and  accomplished.  Difference  of  terms  little 
effects  me;  the  conversation  was  not  invited,  and  the 
conquest  was  recognised  as  having  become  by  time  a 
thing  perfected.  I  was  one  of  the  first,  gentlemen, 
ten  years  ago,  that  said  in  this  tribune,  "France  has 
conquered  Algiers,  France  will  guard  her  conquest." 
What  I  said  ten  years  ago,  I  repeat  to-day. 

The  duke  of  Nemours,  whose  duchess  is  just  about 
becoming  a  mother,  has  set  out  for  Algiers,  and  as 
Bugeaud  has  finished  the  war  there,  it  is  surmised 
that  a  vice-royalty  is  about  to  be  established  or  that 
France  is  about  to  organize  some  civil  adminis- 
tration for  its  government  as  a  permanent  portion 
of  her  empire.  England  has  the  same  consul  at 
Algiers  who  was  there  previous  to  the  French  con- 
quest and  who  has  been  there  ever  since  and  conse- 
quently has  not  officially  recognised  by  the  agency  of 
any  new  officer,  the  sway  of  France,  and  the  two  go- 
vernments seem  not  to  understand  each  other  on  this 
point  with  harmony. 

The  second  abolition  or  world's  convention  which 
was  to  have  assembled  in  Paris  on  the  7th  March, 
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under  the  auspices  of  M.  Guizot  had  been  interdicted 
by  the  government,  from  the  fear  of  its  possibly  in- 
fecting the  excitable  Parisians  with  revolutionary  and 
destructive  sentiments.  A  private  meeting  however 
was  held,  at  which  Messrs.  Sturge  and  Scohle  distin- 
guished themselves  and  the  members  of  both  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  societies  were  entertained  by  Gui- 
zot, Isambert  and  Lamartine.  Karrot  and  the  duke 
de  Broglie  are  more  moderate  members  of  the  French 
society.  It  is  rumored  that  the  government  is  resolv- 
ed to  effect  tile  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the 
West  India  colonies  and  awaits  only  the  determina- 
tion of  the  mode  time  and  amount  of  indemnity  to  the 
planters. 

The  proposed  reduction  of  the  duties  on  sugar  is 
postponed  till  next  year,  the  beet  crop  being  already 
sown.     The  outports  were  very  angry  at  this  delay. 

A  report  from  the  minister  of  marine  proposes  to 
increase  the  present  number  of  steam  vessels  of  war 
■which  is  40,  to  70. 

SPAIN. 

Madrid,  22(i  uU.  The  sittings  in  both  chambers 
offered  little  or  no  interest.  The  alarm  created  by 
the  Christino-Carlist  conspiracy,  seemed  to  be  fast 
subsiding.  It  was  reported  tiiat  the  government  has 
disbanded  the  array  of  the  north,  which  was  formed 
subsequently  to  the  events  of  \a^t  October. 

PORTUGAL. 
^  Lisbon,  March  21.  The  recent  ministerial  crisis 
'  had  terminated  in  the  queen  agreeing  to  the  demands 
of  the  minister  in  favor  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Oporto 
movement.  On  tlie  16th  inst.  her  majesty  gave  birth 
to  an  infant  prince. 

RUSSIA. 

From  St.  Petersburg,  accounts  of  the  5th  March 
represent  the  Circassians  as  having  made  inroails 
"  during  the  miid  winter,  beyond  the  Kuban  and  Cau- 
casus; 8,000  of  the  mountaineers,  in  t.hc  beginning 
of  January,  advanced  200  versts  into  the  Russian  ter- 
ritory, surprised  and  plundered  Kilijas,  a  fortress  in 
the  tjaucasian  provinces. 

BELGIUM 

There  had  been  a  conspiracy  at  Brussels  against 
the  government.  Vandcrmeer,  Vandermisscn,  Van- 
lathem  and  Verpract,  were  condemned  to  die. 

The  king  and  queen  of  the  Belgians  have  arrived 
in  Paris.  They  left  Brussels  oh  Tuesday  morning  by 
the  rail  road  for  Mons,  at  two  o'clock  they  passed 
through  "Valenciennes,  where  their  carriage  was 
near  being  upset  in  the  Market  square.  A  portion 
of  the  royal  family  had  gone  to  meet  them  to  Com- 
piegne. 

ALGIERS. 

The  great  tribe  of  Beni  Hamerhas  given  in  its  sub- 
mission to  the  French,  and  their  ally  Sidi  Moham- 
raed  had  intercepted  several  convoys  designed  for 
Abdel  Kader,  who  is  within  the  Moorish  limits  and 
has  lost  all  influence  with  his  former  adherents. 
TURKEY. 

Constantinople,  March  7.  The  Divan  had  several 
extraordinary  councils  towards  the  close  of  Februa- 
ry, on  the  receipt  of  despatches  from  Syria,  The  re- 
solutions of  the  assembly  were  not  known,  but  it  was 
said  that  the  communications  subsequently  made  by 
the  grand  Vizier  to  the  different  legations,  were  of  a 
most  satisfactory  nature.  M.  Mavrocordato,  minis- 
ter of  the  Greek  government  to  the  Ottoman  porte, 
had  arrived  at  Constantinople. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  of  the  27th  ult.  confirms 
our  previous  accounts  from  Constantinople  ofthe  re- 
call of' Omar  pasha  and  the  appointment  of  two  na- 
tive princes  to  the  government  of  Mount  Lebanon 
who  are  to  be  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Mus- 
tapha  pasha,  who  was  definitively  named  Seraskierof 
Syria.  The  same  journal  adds,  imder  date  Constan- 
tinople, that  it  had  been  resolved  in  the  Seraglio  to 
■  ipercede  Izzet  Mehemet  in  the  post  of  grand  vizier. 
He  had,  it  appears,  discontented  the  great  dignitaries 
ofthe  empire,  by  his  financial  reform,  and  indisposed 
the  ambassadors  by  his  haughty  and  cavalier  man- 
ners. The  sultan  had  at  first  cast  his  eyes  on  Kho- 
srew  pasha  i'or  iiis  successor,  but  the  latter  being 
avowedly  devoted  to  Russia,  it  was  considered  that 
his  elevation  to  that  oi!ice  might  gave  umbrage  to 
some  of  llie  European  powers,  and  the  idea  ^vas 
abandoned. 

GREECE. 

Private  correspondence  from  Athens,  Greece,  of 
the  loth  instant,  states  that  warlilte  preparations 
wore  still  making  in  Greece,  and  that  all  the  dispo- 
sable forces  were  being  marched  to  the  frontiers, 
along  Avhlch  the  Turks  were  said  to  be  collecting 
their  troops.  French  and  Russian  agents  were  be- 
lieved to  be  actively  laboring  to  embroil  the  two 
countries,  and  it  was  even  feared  that  actual  hosti- 
lities would  commence  in  the  spring.  Rear-admiral 
Lausse  anchored  in  Balamis  liay'cm  the  iltli,  vvitli 
luur  French  sljipa  of  the  line  and  tivo  frigates.  I 

CHINA. 


cutta,  to  the  13th  December.  Up  to  thp  23d  Novem-  j 
her,  the  latest  date  from  Chnsan,  the  plenipotentiary 
and  the  admiral  were  bolli  at  Tingliae,  and  no  move- 
ment had  been  made  on  Ilang-choo-foo.  The  Bom- 
bay Overland  Courier  of  February  Ist,  slated  that 
dates  from  China  to  the  17th  Decenibcr,  sis  days 
later  than  our  present  accounts,  had  been  received 
at  Calcutta,  where  it  was  rumored  Canton  had  been 
again  attacked  by  the  English  forces.  The  arrival 
of  sir  Henry  Pottinger  in  H.  M.  S.  Cruiser,  had,  it 
was  thought,  determined  the  attack,  inasmuch  as  the 
plenipotentiary  had  expressed  great  dissatisfaction  at 
the  conduct  of  major  general  Burrcll  and  Captain 
Nias,.in  command  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  at  Hong 
Kong,  in  remaining  passive  spectators  of  tiic  infringe- 
ment of  the  truce  by  the  Chinese,  who  were  busily 
engaged  in  repairing  tlieir  fortifications.  Positive 
orders,  it  seems,  were  given  that  an  advance  should 
be  made  upon  Canton  in  the  event  of  the  Chinese  un- 
dertaking to  place  one  stone  upon  another;  which, 
however,  were  not  enforced  by  those  officers.  The 
arrival  of  sir  Henry  Pottinger,  was  no  doubt,  imme- 
diately followed  by  a  renewal  of  hostilities. 

The  steamer  Medusa,  for  whose  safety  serious  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained,  arrived  at;  Singapore 
early  in  January,  having,  when  -within  30  miles  of 
Macao,  met  witji  a  severe  northerly  gale  which  blew 
1  er  off  the  coast.  Her  safe  arrival  gave  great  satis- 
faction. Her  consort  the -Ariadne  steamer,  reached 
JMacao  m  safety,  having  been  picked  up  at  sea,  and 
towed  to  port  by  a  sailing  vessel. 

The  Courier  contains  the  full  particulars  ofthe 
disasters  which  had  befallen  the  British  troops  in 
Affghanistan,  though  there  is  nothing  known  certain- 
ly, l^eyond  the  accounts  published.  The  British  au- 
thorities in  Cabul,  it  appears,  have  been  obliged  to  re- 
sort to  the  use  of  French-in  their  official  correspon- 
dence, as  the  natives  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
translations  of  all  intercepted  documents  written  in 
English,  by  Cleans  of  some  native  youths  educated  at 
the  Delhi  college. 

Government  have  taken  up  seventeen  ships  at  Cal 
cutta  and  Madras,  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  to 
China.  Among  the  forces  v,'as  a  troop  of  horse  ar- 
tillery. The  troops  were  only  to  take  30  horses,  but 
were  provided  with  spare  harness  for  what  cattie  they 
could  catch.  The  whole  was  to  sail  about  the  first 
week  in  March. 

The  London  Spectator  referring  to  the  pretended 
French  envoy  to  China,  of  whom  our  last  direct  ac- 
counts made  mention,  characterises  him  as  an  "itine- 
rant diplomatic  agent  travelling  in  the  east  on  behalf 
of  the  French  government.  His  name  is  givei 
colonel  Dubois  ds  Jansipiy.  On  arriving  at  Macao  in 
the  French  frigate  Erigone  he  gave  himself  out  as  en- 
voy to  the  court  of  Pekin  but  in  reality  he  was  em- 
ployed as  an  observer  merely." 
INDIA. 

Affghanistan.  The  British  troops  have  been 
cooped  up  on  points  in  this  country  distant  from  each 
other.  Candahar,  Ghuzni  and  Cabul,  each  has  its 
garrison;  but  the  snows,  and  the  vigilant  cavalry  of 
the  Atfghans,  cut  off  communications,  and  columns 
of  relief  sent  from  Bombay  have  failed,  and  been 
broken  up,  or  turned  back.  The  chief  command, 
was  at  Cabul — amounting  to  5,300  men;  of  which 
however,  it  would  seem  there  was  only  one  European 
regiment,  the  44lh;  the  rest  being  Sepoys,  or  native 
troops.  Tliis  force,  decoyed  by  a  pretended  capitu- 
lation from  its  stronghold  at  Cabul,  while  oa  the 
march  to  Jellalabad,  was  cut  off. 

The  whole  truth  we  shall  be  long  without  know 
ing,  for  the  overland  mail  does  uot  reach  England  till 
about  the  Cth  of  each  month.  , 

Meantime  of  the  massacre  of  sir  Wm.  McNagh 
ten,  governor  of  Bombay — that  of  sir  Alexander 
Burnes  was  previously  known — of  the  death  of  se- 
veral gallant  officers,  and  of  the  extreme  jeopaidy 
of  the  wives  of  some  of  the  Europeans,  there  is  no 
doubt. 

Between  the  12th  and  23th  Oct.  the  force  under 
sir  Robert  Sale,  while  on  their  march  through  the 
Khoord  Cabool  pass  to  Kindamuck,  lost  capt.  Wynd- 
ham  and  Woodburn,  and  maj.  gen.  Sale,  and  many 
others  were  wounded.  Between  the  3d  ;ind  25th  of 
December,  beseiged  at  Cabul,  they  lost  sir  Alexan- 
der Burnes,  political  resident,  colonels  Oliver  and 
Mackrell,  capts.  Swayne,  Robinson,  Maule,  Mack- 
intosh, Laing,  Walker,  and  Westmacott.  Their  des- 
titution and  want  of  provisions  and  felief  then  com- 
pelled them  to  enter  into  negotiations.  Three  regi- 
ments marching  imdcr  the  command  of  col.  McLa- 
rin  from  Candahar  for  their  relief  were  stopped  by 
the  snows  west  of  Ghuzni,  and  compelled  to  return. 
On  the  25th  November,  Mahomed  llkhbar  Klian,son 
of  the  deposed  Dost  Mahomed  who  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Bengal  go'-'crnnient  at  Laharaiipoor,  joined 
the  iiisurgciils.  The  terms  proposed  hy  them  on  the 
9th  December,  to  the  beseiged  were,  that  they  should 


Intelligence  had  been  received  from  CJiitia  at  Cal-  '  surrender  their  arms  and  evacuate  the  country.  The 


arried  officers  and  their  wives  to  be  retained  as 
hostages,  and  returned  to  us  only  w-hen  we  had  got 
beyond  the  Peshawur,  and  Dost  Mahomed  been  re- 
ed to  them.  The  envoy's  answer  to  this  was, 
that  ''death  was  preferable  to  dishonor,  that  we 
trusted  to  the  God  of  Battles,  and  that  in  his  name 
c  defied  them  to  come  on.*''  There  is  once  more  a 
blank  of  three  weeks'  duration  in  our  information. 
The  fighting  appears  to  have  continued  with  little 
intermission.  On  the  13th  of  December  a  severe 
action  is  said  to  have  occurred.  On  the  23d  again  a 
bloody  conflict  took  place,  where  we  were  worsted, 
and  suffiired  very  severely.  Further  treaties  seem 
to  have  followed  this,  as  we  find  reference  made  in 
the  despatch  ofthe  2Sth,  to  terms  which  had  before 
this  been  discussed.  On  Christmas  day  the  envoy, 
attended  by  capts.  CoiX)lly,  Lawrence,  "Trevor,  and 
McKcnzie,  having  gone  out,  apparently  at  tlie  re- 
quest of  the  insurgent  chiefs,  to  discuss  the  terms  of 
capitulation,  an  angry  interview  ensued.  It  appears 
probable  that  the  same  insolent  terms  previously  re- 
jected by  the  envoy  had  been  pressed  upon  him  in 
manner  more  intolerably  offensive  than  those  former- 
ly employed.  He  appears  to  have  treated  them  with 
scorn;  high  words  ensued,  when  sir  Wm.  McNagh- 
ten  was  shot  dead  on  the  spot,  it  is  believed  by  the 
hand  of  Ukhbar  Khan.  Capt.  Trevor,  having  drawn 
his  sword  and  rushed  on  the  murderer,  was  immdi- 
alely  cut  to  pieces,  and  tiiere  is  too  much  reason  to 
fear  that  at  least  two  of  the  remaining  three  officers 
have  also  perished.  The  charge  of  the  mission  now 
devolved  on  Major  KIdred  Pottinger;  the  much  co- 
veted envoyship,  with  a  salary  superior  to  the  in- 
come of  the  governors  of  Madras  or  Bombay,  with 
an  amount  of  power  scarcely  exceeded  by  the  gov- 
ernor general  of  India,  fell  to  the  lot  of  a  lieutenant 
of  the  Bombay  artillery — major  only  by  brevet — a 
circumstance  telling  fearfully  of  the  slaughter  of  our 
politicals.     Nor  did  it  lapse  into  unworthy  hands. 

They  were  now  to  retreat  through  an  uninterrupt- 
ed series  of  90  miles  of  passes,  the  most  difficult, 
perhaps,  in  the  world,  to  fall  back  on  the  post  of 
Jellalabad,  at  that  time  but  a  shade  better  off  than 
themselves,  and  whose  next  point  of  retreat  was 
through  tlie  Khybur  pass  to  Peshav.'ur,  still  103  miles 
in  their  rear.  The  terms  actually  proposed  by  the 
insurgents,  if  correctly  reported  to  us,  indicate  how 
conscious  they  were  that  we  were  utterly  at  their 
mercy.  Private  letters  of  the  23lh  announce  that 
the  garrison  had  not  at  that  time  Icil,  but  were  about 
to  move  immediately.  This  is  the  last  authentic 
date  we  possess.  The  native  rumors,  which  usually 
by  several  days  anticipate  the  arrival  of  regular  in- 
telligence, state  that  the  force  has  quitted,  and  been 
in  a  great  measure  destroyed. 

Other  accounts  mention  that  they  have  obtained 
fresh  supplies,  and  can  stand  out  a  month  longer. 
The  latter  unfortunately,  is  improbable.  In  a  month 
from  the  28lh  December,  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
Bengal  brigade  to  reach  them  were  the  passes  clear 
of  snow.  Their  only  eiiance  lies  in  tliis.  How  fear- 
ful has  been  the  havoc  during  tliese  miserable  v;'ars 
among  the  very  flower  of  the  intellectual  men  of  our 
service!  Eight  political  agents  have  perished  vio- 
lently amongst  those  whose  affairs  they  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  arrange.  Young  Edward  Conolly,  brother 
of  the  traveller,  was  shot  through  the  head  by  the 
side  of  sir  Robert  Sale,  29lh  Sept.  1840;  Dr.  Lord 
fell  at  Purwan  Durrah,  Nov.  2;  Rattray,  his  succes- 
sor, and  Dr.  Grant,  his  assistant  and  friend,  were 
killed  in  Kohistan  on  the  outbreak  of  the  present  in- 
surrection; sir  William  McNaghten,  sir  Alexander 
Burnes,  capt.  John  Conolly  (not  the  traveller,  he  is 
at  Khiva,)  capt.  Broadfoot,  and  lieut.  Burnes,  have 
become  victims  at  Cabool, 

The  melancholy  fact  of  the  death  of  A.  Burnes,  is 
confirmed  by  a  manifesto  in  the  Persian  language, 
which  had  been  addressed  by  the  khans  of  Cabool  to 
some  of  the  snboi-dinate  chiefs.  In  tliis  document 
they  proclaim  that  early  in  the  morning  of  the  third 
Tuesday  of  the  blessed  month  Pvamazan,  (corres- 
ponding with  the  2nd  Nov.  last,)  they,  with  other 
brave  lieroes,  "striving  like  lions,"  carried  by  storm 
the  house  of  Sikunder  Burnes,  rushing  from  an  am- 
bush right  and  left,  and  put  Imnto  the  sword,  togeth- 
er with  some  other  Feringccs  of  consideration,  and 
nearly  5U0  battalion  men.  Thus,  five  native  regi- 
ments are,  cut  to  pieces.  The  ladies  of  the  envoy 
anil  the  oificei-s,  sixteen  in  number,  luive  been  carri- 
ed into  captivity.  Sir  W'm.  McNaghtan,  our  envoy 
has  been  treacherously  assassinated  by  a  son  of  Dost 
Mahomed,  his  head  cut  oil',  paraded  through  the 
streets  on  a  pole,  and  stuck  in  derision  on  the  walls 
of  Cabool  by  tho  infuriated  insurgents. 

Ten  tliuusand  troops  were  to  leave  Europe  for 
India. 

The  worst  can  be  no  longer  doubted  of  the  unhap- 
py troops  at  Cabool.  Accounts  have  been  received 
which  can  be  implicitly  relied  upon,  and  from  which 
the  following  is  an  extract: 
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*'On  tlie  11th  of  January,  Dr.  Bryden  staggered 
into  Jellnlabad,  wounded  and  confused  from  suffer- 
ing and  fatigue.  He  relates  (liat  our  people  quitted 
Cabool,  under  the  convention  agreed  to  by  Major  Pot- 
linger,  on  the  5th  inst.  Tlie  cantonment  was  imme- 
diately occupied  by  the  Atfghans,  and  the  English 
were  almost  instantly  attacked.  The  march  became 
and  continued  a  constant  fight. 

"At  the  Khoord  Cabool  pass,  about  ten  miles  fro 
Cabool,  the  ladies  were  sent  back,  under  an  escort  of 
some  of    Ukbar    Khan's   people,  who   promised  to 
protect  them. 

"At  Tezeen,  Gen.  Elphinstone  and  Col.  Shelton, 
were  made  prisoners.  The  native  troops  became  dis- 
organized and  scattered.  At  Jagdaluk  four  hundred 
of  her  majesty's  44th,  who  had  before  kept  well  to- 
gether, became  disorganized  also,  broke  and  scat- 
tered. 

"Beyond  this  the  doctor  knows  nothing,  having 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  preserved  his  own  life. 
He  gives  the  names  of  seven  officers  whom  he  knows 
to  have  fallen.  Brigadier  Anguetil,  Major  Ewart, 
and  Lieut.  Stuart  are  among  them. 

"Some  stragglers  may  have  escaped,  but  there  is 
little  hope  that  the  main  body  have  been  anything 
but  annihilated. 

"We  gave  up  six  hostages  before  leaving  the  can- 
tonment— Webb,  Walsh,  Conolly,  and  three  others, 
chosen,  I  suppose,  by  lot.  There  is  more  hope,  per- 
haps, for  the  women  than  for  any  one  else." 

General  Elphinstone  (the  report  of  whose  death 
must  have  been  erroneous)  and  Col.  Shelton  were 
taken  prisoners.  Something  like  a  treaty,  not  very 
reputable  to  us,  preceded  the  march  of  the  troops. 

Mocha.  The  Endymion  frigate  has  received  or- 
ders to  visit  the  Shereef  of  Mocha,  who,  it  appears, 
has  been  guilty  of  some  misdeeds,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  brought  to  his  senses  by  a  few  rounds  of  the 
frigate's  broadside. 

SOUTH  AJvlERICA. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  has  received  dates  from 
Peru  and  Bolivia  to  the  6lh  of  February.  The  Boli- 
vians continue  to  advance  into  the  centre  of  Peru, 
though  the  Bolivian  general  has  declared  his  desire 
to  treat  with  Peru  upon  terms  of  peace.  The  semi- 
harbarian,  Rosas,  threatens  to  enter  Chili  at  the  head 
of  an  army  of  8,000  men. 

The  British  admiral,  Thomas,  has  just  arrived  at 
Callao,  in  the  Dublin, .and  it  is  said,  has  positive  or- 
ders to  demand  the  immediate  payment  of  §190,000 
for  claims  of  British  subjects.  Mr.  Wilson,  (the 
British  charge  d'affaires  for  Peru),  has  arrived  at  Pa- 
nama on  his  way  to  England,  having  demanded  his 
passport,  on  account  of  several  attempts  to  assassi- 
nate him,  in  which  some  of  the  high  authorities  of 
Peru  are  supposed  to  be  connected. 

MEXICO  AND  TEXAS. 

A  letter  from  Brantz  Mayer,  secretary  of  United 
Slates  legation,  to  the  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Bee, 
dated  at  Mexico  March  1 1,  exculpates  the  American 
minister,  Mr.  Ellis,  from  the  imputation  of  a  want  of 
interest  and  activity  in  relieving  the  misf  irtunes  of 
such  American  citizens  as  were  captured  with  the 
Texan  Santa  Fe  invaders.  Another  letter  states  the 
amount  of  the  Mexican  debt  to  England  at  60,000,000. 
dollars.  The  supposition  of  any  intrigues  of  Mv. 
Paokenham  or  British  capitalists  to  effect  the  con- 
quest of  Texas  would  conflict  v.'itli  tiie  inferences  to 
be  drawn  from  General  Hamilton's  letter  to  Santa 
Anna  suggesting  a  proposed  arbitration  by  England. 

The  letter  of  General  Houston  to  Santa  Anna  pub- 
lished in  the  last  number  of  the  Register  bears  dale 
at  the  "Executive  department,  city  of  Houston,  21st 
March,  1S43.  Gen.  H.  thus  states  the  circumstances 
which  impel  him  to  make  this  public  issue  with  the 
president  of  Mexico: 

"in  reference  to  your  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Bee  and  General  Hamilton,  I  have  no  remark  to  of- 
fer in  relation  to  communications  which  those  gen- 
tlemen assumed  the  individual  responsibility  of  mak- 
ing to  you. 

"The  very  nature  of  the  correspondence  manifests 
•the  fact  that  it  was  not  done  under  the  sanction  of 
this  government,  but  rests  solely  upon  their  aclious 
as  individuals.  Had  your  response  regarded  them  in 
the  light  in  which  they  were  presented  to  you,  it 
would  have  superceded  the  necessity  of  any  notice 
from  me.  But  as  you  have  thought  proper  to  laud 
jny  conduct  as  an  individual,  and  refer  to  transac- 
tions connected  with  this  country,  with  which  1  had 
officially  identity,  and  which  I  also  at  this  time  possess; 
and  as  you  have  taken  the  liberty,  to  an  unwarranta- 
ble extent,  to  animadvert  upon  circumstances  con- 
nected with  Texas  as  a  nation,  I  feel  myself  impelled 
hy  a  sense  of  duty  to  refute  a  portion  of  the  calum- 
nies which  you  have  presented  to  the  world  under 
the  sanction  of  your  official  averment." 

Ttie  follow'ing  is  the  letter  of  Gen.  Santa  Anna, 
addressed  to  Gen.  Houston  in  1836,  and  appended  to 
the  publication  of  Gen.  H. 


[c0^fFIDENTIAL.] 

Orazhttba,  JVoy.  5,  1836. 
Tohh  excellency  Gen.  Sam.  Jlouslon: 

Respected  sir:  Through  the  midiun;  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  act  as  your  commissioners,  and  by 
my  verbal  expressions  on  the  2d  instant,  I  have 
informed  you  of  the  importance  I  attach  to  my  visit 
to  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  the  best 
and  most  efficient  means  hy  which  the  Texian  ques- 
tion can  at  once  be  settled;  and  as  day  after  day 
passes  by  without  any  arrangement  being  made, 
when  it  is.  of  the  highest  importance  that  something 
definite  should  be  done,  I  beg  leave  to  request  of  you, 
who  are  so  much  "interested  in  the  welfare  of  this 
country,  that  you  would  press  that  point  to  a  speedy 
decision,  making  use  in  the  discussion  of  it,  if  you 
think  proper,  of  the  following  facts  and  observations. 

The  convention  agreed  upon  on  the  14fh  of  May 
had  for  its  fundainental  principle  that  Texas  should 
form  itself  into  an  mdependent  nationythat  its  right 
to  possession  should  be  made  manifest  by  means  of 
the  recognition  of  Its  independence,  which  it  was 
my  intention  to  endeavor  to  obtain  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico.  This  principle  is  now  totally 
changed  by  the  declaration  just  made  by  the  people 
of  Texas  of  their  intention  to  annex  themselves  to 
the  United  States  of  the  north,  which  fact,  in  my 
opinion,  from  the  moment  that  this  pretension  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Texas  is  admitted,  reduces  the 
question  to  a  very  simple  point,  because  it  will  he 
hereafter  for  the  cabinet  of  Washington  to  adjust 
that  negotiation,  and  with  which  the  government  of 
Mexico  will  certainly  not  ref'use  to  enter  into  the 
necessary  explanations,  and  agree  upon  some  mutual 
and  definitive  arrangement.  VVithout  loss  of  time, 
and  with  the  view  of  obtaining  so  important  an  ob- 
ject, by  which  all  interests  v/iU  be  thus  conciliated, 
is  what  I  propose  to  do  in  my  conference  with  the 
cabinet  at  Washington. 

Convinced  as  1  am  that  Texas  will  never  re- 
unite itself  again  with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  I 
feel  desirous  that  my  country  should  derive  all  the 
advantages  she  can  yet  obtain,  and  avoid  tlie  sacrifi- 
ces she  would  undoubtedly  sustain,  by  a  rash  at- 
tempt to  recover  a  country  from  which  she  has  de- 
rived no  real  benefits,  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  hea- 
vy burdens.  It  is  thus  that  the  Texian  question  is 
now  reduced  to  this  simple  point  for  consideration: 
The  seltlement  of  the  honndmij  line  (los  limites)  6c- 
hceen  the  Uniled  Sfides  nnii  Mexico — which,  as  you 
well  know,  has  been  pending  for  several  years,  and 
which,  by  being  properly  argued  and  discussed  over 
at  Washington,  could  be  easily  fixed  either  by  the 
river  Nueces,  the  llio  Grande,  or  some  other  point 
of  demarcation;  thus  avoiding  much  unpleasant 
strife,  which,  in  the  end,  might  retard  the  subject- 
matter  in  question,  or  disturb  the  amicable  relations 
of  two  friendiy  nations. 

Here,  therefore,  you  have  the  substance  of  the 
plain,  certain,  and  prompt  manner  by  which  this  im- 
portant subject  can  at  once  be  adjusted;  and  it  being 
the  interest  of  all,  it  is  necessary,  Iherctbre,  tliat 
you  should  facilitate  my  immediate  departure  for 
Washington. 

Although  my  journey  will  not  be  direct  to  Vera 
Cruz,  according  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
secret  treaty,  yet  this  witl  not  be  found  strange, 
when  the  motives  W'liich  compel  me  first  to  proceed 
to  Washington  are  so  well  known.  If  laai  permit- 
led  to  repair  to  that  city,  I  should  be  much  pleased 
to  do  so  in  company  with  Messrs.  Hockley,  Palton 
and  Bee,  whom  you  can  commission  to  that  elll-ct,  if 
these  gentlemen  will  meet  your  approbalion. 

I  close  this  by  repeating  to  you,  what  I  have  al- 
ready said  in  writing  and  by  words,  that,  as  my  name 
is  now  known  to  the  world,  I  shall  never  permit  it 
to  be  sullied  by  an  unworthy  action  of  mine;  that, 
gratitude  being  char.ncteristic  with  me,  consequently 
you  shall  never  have  cause  to  regret  or  to  repent 
what  you  have  done.  To  you  (A.  V.)  I  ovve  my  ex- 
istence, and  many  other  friendly  acts  which  will  re- 
main engraved  in  my  heart,  a:id  for  all  of  which  it 
will  be  my  special  duty  to  endeavor  to  make  a  wor- 
thy and  a  quick  relurn. 

Tliat  your  health   may   long  be  preserved  is  the 
wish  of  your  sincere  friend  and  servant,  Q.  B.  3.  M. 
ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

P.  S. — If  you  have  no  use  for  the  letter  addressed 
to  me  by  Gen.  Jackson,  please  return  it  to  nie  by 
Major  Wm.  Patton.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

New  Orleans  Bulletin  details  information  from 
Matamoras  to  April,  3d  and  says;  we  learn  from  Cap- 
tain M.  there  had  been  nothing  heard  of  a  war  with 
Texas,  nor  had  any  troops  marched  from  the  sea- 
board. The  force  at  Matamoras  was  estimated  at 
800  to  1,000  men.  There  were  said  to  be  about  400 
at  Monterey;  and  at  Tampicosome  2  or  3,000.  Our 
informant  think^i,  but  little  v/ould  be  made  in  the  way 
of  plunder,  should  the  Texians  capture  Matamoras. 
He  says  the  local  merchants  arc  all.  foreigners,  from 


different  parts  of  Europe  and  the  United  States,  and 
does  not  believe  there  is  a  single  Mexican  resident 
possessing  property  worth  taking.  The  Courier 
ilirult  ^°"°"''"S  '^™">  Monterey  papers  to  the 
A  letter  from  General  Rafael  Vasquez,  comman- 
der ot  the  expedition  to  Bexar,  and  dated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  March  11th,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  his  retreat,  which  was  efllscled  without  hin- 
drance or  molestation  on  the  part  of  the  Texians 
He  adds,  that  on  arrival  near  Great  River,  so  ex- 
hausted were  the  horses  of  his  men,  that  had  they 
been  attacked,  not  more  than  forty  of  them  would 
have  been  able  to  join  in  the  charge.  A  letter  from 
Pedro  de  Ampudia  relates  how  he  captured  Goliad 
with  only  120  men.  The  Monterey  editor  says,  these 
operations  are  only  some  little  preludes  to  what  will 
follow.  By  the  bye,  General  Vasquez,  say.s  that  the 
Texians  were  2G0  strong  at  Bexar,  before  they  aban- 
doned the  place.  A  letter  from  General  Arista, 
after  expressing  his  satisfaction  that  no  outrage  on 
the  rights  of  individuals  or  property,  had  attended 
the  occupation  of  Bexar  by  the  Mexican  troops,  re- 
peats the  assurance  that  the  promises  hefd  out  in'  his 
proclamation  of  the  9lh  of  January,  will  be  strictly 
fulfilled. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  6th  instant  says  that  Cam- 
peachy  papers  of  the  loth  ult,  contain  a  statement  of 
the  force  of  the  Mexican   army.     The  actual  force 

on  foot  and  mounted  was  upwards  of  40,000  men 

some  of  them  not  thoroughly  disciplined,  but  they  were 
under  a  rigid  course  of  drilling.  The  army  was  then 
stationed  thus:— 3,600  in  Xalapa;  1,,5U0  in  Perote; 
!,000  in  Puebla;  500  in  Vera  Cruiz;  1,200  in  Ulua; 
J2,000  in  the  capital,  and  the  remainder  at  various 
points.  No  mention  is  made  of  a  probable  movement 
of  this  aroiy  upon  Texas;  and,  indeed,  it  is  believed 
few  of  them  cau  safely  be  spared  from  their  present 
locations. 

The  Campeaehy  papers  also  state  that  a  great 
struggle  is  preparing  for  the  next  presidency,  the 
candidates  beuig  Santa  Anna,  Valencia  and  Pare- 
des,  and  with  every  probability  that  the  former  will 
succeed. 

_'he  New  Orleans  Bee  in  publishing  Mr.  Mayer's 
letter,  remarks  that,  "the  discrepancies  in  the  state- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Mayer  and  young  Combs  are 
easily  accounted  for,  without  disparaging  the  credi- 
bility of  either.  It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Mayer 
assumes  that  young  Combs  was  liberated  through  the 
interference  of  Mr.  Ellis.  This  supposition  is  nega- 
tived by  Santa  Anna,  in  his  letters  to  General  Ham- 
ilton and  Colonel  Bee,  in  which  he  states,  that  both 
Combs  and  Van  Ness  were  set  at  large  in  conse- 
quence of  their  youth  and  the  respectability  of  their 
relations.  Mr.  Mayer  is  in  all  probability  correct 
in  his  opinion;  in  that  ease,  Santa  Anna's  auda- 
cious disavowal  of  the  real  motives  for  his  release  or 
those  gentlemen,  is  an  additional  argument  for  spee- 
dy and  active  measures  on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
ment to  vindicate  its  character  and  respectability 
abroad. 

These  documents  are  received  by  way  of  Havana,  to 
which  they  were  taken  by  the  Royal  Mail  steamship 
Solway. 


N.4TIONAL   AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

BY  AXD  WITH  THE  ADVICE  .VND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Collector.':  of  the  customs.  Robert  Mitchell,  at  Pen- 
.acola,  Florida.     Reappointed. 

William  Nelson,  at  Yorktown,  Va.     Reappointed. 

Land  office.  John  B.  Clark,  register,  Fayette, 
Missouri,  vice  Hampton  L.  Boon  whose  commission 
has  expired. 

Consul.  Jean  Jacques  Aversenc  is  recognised  aa 
consul  for  France  at  the  port  of  Mobile,  Alabama. 


THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  BOUNDARY. 

We  have  repeatedly  expressed  our  conviction  that  the 
mission  of  Lord  Ashburton  is  conciiiatory,  and  sincere 
in  its  professions  of  pacific  design.  In  that  case,  his 
instructions  on  the  boundary  difficulty  must,  as  we 
suppose,  embrace  ceitain  concessions,  which  will  in- 
ite  and  warrant  a  corresponding  temper  and  terms 
on  our  part. 

We  quoted  a  few  days  since  a  rumor  from  an 
eastern  paper  purporting  that  a  special  session  of  the 
legislature  would  be  called  during  the  season,  for 
some  new  action  on  this  subject.  Information  has 
since  reached  us,  from  another  quarter,  that  Gov. 
Fairfield  will  be  requested  by  the  national  executive  to 
take  this  step.  The  authority  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment will  he  necessarily  required  to  initiate  and 
to  sanction  those  measures  which  may  he  appropriate 
to  the  expected  contingency. 

llie  people  of  this  state,  of  all  parties,  will  not 
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.  hesitate  to  sii'-tain  the  governor  and  the  legislature  in 
such  line  of  conduct,  discreetly  pursued  as  the  sup- 
posed tenor  of  negotiation  at  Washington  may  require. 
Conciliation  from  the  other  side  demands  forbearance 
and  liberality  on  our  part.  Maine  has  abundantly 
shewn  her  resolution  in  opposing  the  exclusive  claims 
of  the  British  government  heretofore  insisted  on,  and 
now,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  pacific  negotiation 
on  fair  and  equal  terras,  will  save  the  point  of  honor 
for  both  parties,  and  end  a  strife  which  has  long  har- 
rassed  both  nations. 

A  special  session  of  the  legislature  will  be  attended 
with  some  incovenience  and  cost,  but  there  is  ground 
to  hope  for  results  which  will  be  amply  remunerating. 

We  do  not  understand  that  particulars  of  Lord  Ash- 
burton's  instructions  have  transpired.  Our  remarks 
on  that  point  are  much  in  the  way  of  inference.  Go- 
vernor Fairfield  will  doubtless  be  advised  how  far 
those  instructions  may  warrant  special  consideration 
by  this  state,  and  if  our  inferences  shall  prove  correct, 
we  think  the  governor  should  be  sustained,  generally, 
in  taking  the  necessary  steps  in  the  case. 

[Portland  .Qdverliser. 

The  Boundart  Scrvev.  It  appears  from  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Webster,  communicated  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  8th  uistant,  that  the  eastern 
boundary  line  of  the  United  States  from  the  source 
of  the  St.  Croix  river,  has  been  run  and  marked  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  a 
point  four  miles  north  of  the  river  St.  John;  and  that 
this  point  is  supposed  to  be  sixty  miles  from  the  in- 
tersection of  this  line  with  the  highlands,  by  which 
the  northwest  angle  of  New  Brunswick  is  formed. 
A  great  object  of  the  survey  is  to  ascertain  where 
the  angle  is,  and  this  cannot  be  ascertained  until  this 
line  is  carried  to  its  termination  in  Ihq  highlands. 
The  report  of  the  last  year's  survey  has  just  been 
laid  before  congress.  The  estimate  of  expense  for 
completing  the  survey,  and  for  completing  the  maps 
pf  the  surveys  already  made,  is  !J66,301.    [Bost.  Mv. 

THE  NAVY. 

U.  S.  BRIG  Dolphin.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  of 
Thursday  says:  The  United  States  brig  Dolphin, 
lieut.  com.  McKcon,  (of  tlje  home  squadron),  arriv- 
ed here  yesterday  afternoon,  and  anchored  off  the 
Naval  Hospital. 

There  are  at  present  lying  at  that  anchorage,  the 
Pennsylvania,  ship  of  the  line.  Captain  Skinner,  bear- 
ing the  flag  of  Com.  Shiibrick;  sloops  of  war  Vandalia, 
Com.  Ramsay,  bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa;  Falmouth, 
Com.  Mcintosh,  of  th?  home  squadron;  and  brig  Dol- 
phin, mentioned  above. 

The  New  York  Courier  says:  "the  steam  frigate 
now  being  built  in  Philadelphia,  under  the  direction 
of  capt.  R.  F.  Stockton,  we  learn  will  be  in  her  des- 
tined element  in  October  next.  We  make  a  predic- 
tion: It  is,  that  this  steamer  will  outruVi  any  steamer 
now  afloat;  whether  American  or  European.  There 
are  many  reasons  why  this  should  be  so.  Among 
these,  is  the  onward  progress  of  all  things,  whether 
these  relate  to  the  sciences  or  the  arts — but  these 
elements  are  of  little  avail,  unless  they  are  in  hands 
that  are  skilful,  governed  by  heads  that  know  how 
to  combine  and  control  them.  Jl'e  know  Captain 
Stockton.  lie  is  no  half  way  man  in  any  thing.  We 
look,  and  the  public  look,  with  great  interest,  to  the 
result  of  his  powers  in  the  construction,  &c.  of  this 
ship.  We  learn  moreover  that  she  will  carry  a  war 
messenger,  in  the  shape  of  a  gun,  that  will  discharge 
a  three  hundred  pound  shot  icith  mathematical  certainty. 
The  gallant  captain  ha3  our  best  wishes,  as  we  are 
sure  he  has  of  the  whole  country." 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette-  announces  much 
activity  at  the  navy  yard  at  lliat  place;  the  Raritan 
frigate  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  120  car- 
penters and  caulkers  employed  about  her,  and  the 
whole  number  of  men  employed  on  her  being  about 
45t).  The  keel  of  one  of  the  six  hundred  tons  steam- 
ers, ordered  by  congress  was  ready  to  be  laid  down. 

The  ship  of  line  Columbus  is  now  in  the  dry  dock 
at  Cliarlestown  undergoing  repairs.  The  frigateCuin- 
berland  at  the  same  yard  will  be  ready  for  launching 
in  a  month  or  two.  She  is  of  the  largest  class,  about 
],700  tons,  and  will  carry  a  heavy  armament.  A  brig 
of  war  250  tons  at  the  same  yard  v<ill  be  ready  for 
launching  in  the  course  of  a  Ifew  weeks. 

Buenos  .lyres,  Feb.  5.  The  American  squadron  on 
the  Brazil  and  La  Plate  station  anchored  off  I\lonte 
Video  on  the  30lh  ult.  It  is  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing vessels:  Delaware,  !)2  guns,  capt.  Charles  S.  Mc- 
Cauley,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  commodore 
Charles  Morris.  Potomac,  ."iG  guns,  capt.  Geo.  W. 
Storer.  Concord,  24  guns,  commodore  Wm.  Buc- 
rnm.  Marion,  16  guns,  commander  Wm.  J.  licit. 
Occj'.tnr,  IG  '^uns,  commander  Henry  W.  Oidcn. 
Enter;  rise,  12  guns,  commander  L.  M.  Goldslio- 
rougii.  We  understand  that  commodore  Morris  is 
shortly  expected  to  visit  our  harbor,  with  most  of 
the  smaller  vessels  of  his  squadron. 


The  Madisonian  announces  the  official  dismissal  of 
capt.  Clack,  from  the  naval  service  of  the  U.  States. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  states  that  capt.  John  Paul 
Zantzinger  has  been  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Pennsylvania,  flag  ship  of  com.  Shu- 
brick,  vice  capt.  Charles  Skinner,  detached,  to  take 
effect  on  the  first  of  May. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Truxton,  was  launched  at  Norfolk 
on  Saturday. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Somers,  a  beautiful  vessel  of  150 
tons,  and  of  twelve  guns,  was  launched  at  the  navy 
yard  at  Brooklyn,  on  Saturday. 

The  brig  Bainbridge,  of  the  same  size  and  model, 
is  ready  for  launching  at  the  Charlestown  navy  yard, 
and  is  only  waiting  orders  from  the  department. 

SENECA  INDIANS.  Indian  council — new 
theatt.  On  Saturday  last  a  council  was  held  at  the 
council  house  on  the  Buffalo  Creek  Reservation, 
which  promises  to  be  followed  by  important  results. 
The  council  was  called  at  the  instance  of  the  Friends, 
and  was  attended  by  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  de- 
legations from  that  body,  and  by  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
all  tlie  chiefs  on  the  Tonawanda,  Buffalo  Creek  and 
Cattaraugus  Reservations.  The  Friends  v/ith  cha- 
racteristic philanthropy  are  aiming  to  effect  a  com- 
promise between  the  supporters  and  opponents  of  the 
late  treaty,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  so  much 
heated  discussion,  and  for  that  purpose  they  submit- 
ted to  the  Indians  the  following  propositions,  which, 
it  is  said,  are  agreeable  to  the  Ogden  company:  To 
annul  the  late  treaty  and  make  a  new  one  by  whicli 
the  Indians  on  the  Tonawanda  and  Buffalo  Creek  Re- 
servations shall  give  up  those  lands,  and  all  be  con- 
centrated on  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation.  This  last 
named  reservation,  enibracing  some  fii'ty  odd  thou- 
sand acres,  is  sufliciently  large  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  all  the  red  men,  and  the  Friends  believe  if 
they  can  there  be  collected,  and  be  brought  under 
proper  educational  and  moral  supervision,  their  con- 
dition can  be  vastly  improved.  The  propositions 
have  very  generally  been  favorably  entertained  by 
the  Indians,  and  strong  hopes  are  cherished  that  all 
the  unhappy  ditficuities  which  have  existed  for  the 
past  few  years  will  be  amicably  and  finally  settled. 
Of  course  whatever  arrangement  may  be  made  must 
receive  the  governmental  sanction  to  give  it  validity, 
but  no  opposition,  we  presume,  will  be  experienced 
in  that  quarter.  [Buffalo  Jide. 


TAXES   OF    THE    UIVIOIV. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 
The  Election  of  the"*'peopIe'5  constitution  party" 
went  ofi'on  Monday  16th,  quite  peaceably.  In  Pro- 
vidence 2,154  votes  were  cast.  The  legal  election 
took  place  on  Wednesday.  The  N.  York  American 
presumes  tlie  force  of  public  opinion  in  other  states, 
and  the  proper  and  decisive  manifestation  of  his 
views  by  the  president,  will  prevent. any  serious  op- 
position to  the  organization  of  the  stale  government, 
to  be  determined  by  the  latter  election. 

BY    HIS    EXCELLENCY    SAMUEL    WARD    KING, 

Governoi\  captain  generat,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
slate  of  Rhode  Island  and  Promdvnce  plantiUions. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  1  have  this  day  received  from  his  excel- 
lency JOHN  TYLER,  president  of  the  United  States, 
a  communication  touchini^  the  political  atfairs  of  this 
state,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  1  do  there- 
fore issue  this  my  proclamation,  to  make  known  the 
same  to  the  good  people  of  this  state,  that  they  may 
take  heed  thereof,  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  said  state  to  be  allixed  to  these  presents, 
and  have  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
[l.  s.]  Given  at  the  city  of  Providence,  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  sixty-sixth. 

SAMUEL  WARD  KING. 
By  Ills  excellency's  command: 

Henry  Bowen,  secretary  of  state. 


To  hu  excellency  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island: 

Sir:  Your  letter  dated  the  4th  inst.  was  handed  mo 
on  Friday  by  Mr.  Whipple,  who,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Potter,  called  upon  mo  on  Sa- 
turday, and  placed  me,  both  verbally  and  by  writing, 
in  [)Ossession  of  tho  prominent  facts  which  have  led 
to  the  present  unhappy  condition  of  things  in  Rhode 
Island — a  sT.ite  of  tilings  which  every  lover  of  peace 
and  good  order  must  deplore.  1  shall  notadvcnture  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  upon  those  questions  of  do- 
mestic policy   which  seem  to  have  given  rise  to  the 


unfortunate  controversies  between  a  portion  of  the 
citizens  and  the  existing  government  of  the  state. 
They  are  questions  of  municipal  regulation,  the  ad- 
justment of  which  belongs  exclusively  to  the  people 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  with  which  this  government  can 
have  nothing  to  do.  For  the  regulation  of  my  con- 
duct, in  any  interposition  which  1  may  be  called  upon 
to  make,  between  the  government  of  a  state  and  any 
portion  of  its  citizens  who  may  assail  it  with  domes- 
tic violence,  or  may  be  in  actual  insurrection  against 
it,  I  can  only  look  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  plainly  declare  the  obligations 
of  the  executive  department,  and  leave  it  no  alterna- 
tive as  to  the  course  it  shall  pur,sue. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  it  is  provided  that  the 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  this 
union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall 
protect  each  of  them  against  invasion;  and  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  legislature,  or  executive,  (when  the 
legislature  cannot  be  convened),  against  domestic  vio- 
lence. And  by  the  act  of  congress  approved  on  the 
26th  February,  1795,  it  is  declared,  that,  in  case  of 
an  insurrection  in  any  state  against  the  government 
thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  upon  application  of  the  legislature  of 
such  slate,  or  of  the  executive,  (when  the  legislature 
cannot  be  convened,)  to  call  forth  such  numberof  the 
militia  of  any  other  state  or  states  as  may  be  applied 
for,  as  he  may  Judge  sulficient  to  suppress  such  insur- 
rection. By  the  3d  section  of  the  same  act  it  is  pro- 
vided that  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  in  tlie  judg- 
ment of  the  president  to  use  the  military  force  here- 
by directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  president  shall 
forthwith,  by  proclamation,  command  such  insurgents 
to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective 
abodes  within  a  reasonable  time. 

By  the  act  of  March  3, 1807,  it  is  provided  "that  in 
all  cases  of  insurrection  or  obstruction  to  the  laws  of 
either  of  the  United  States  or  any  individual  state  or 
territory,  where  it  is  lawful  for  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  sueh  insurrection,  or  of  causing  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  hiui 
to  employ  for  the  same  purposes  such  part  of  the 
land  or  naval  force  of  the  United  States  as  shall  bo 
judged  necessary,  having  first  observed  all  the  prere- 
quisites of  the  law  in  that  respect." 

This  is  the  first  occasion,  so  far  as  the  government 
of  a  state  and  its  people  are  concerned,  on  which  it 
has  become  necessary  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of 
exercising  these  high  and  most  important  constitu- 
tional and  legal  functions.  By  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  above  recited  acts  of  congress,  your  ex- 
cellency will  not  fail  to  see  that  no  power  is  vested 
in  the  executive  of  the  United  States  to  anticipate  in- 
surrectionary movements  against  the  government  of 
Rhode  Island,  so  as  to  sanction  the  interposition  of 
the  military  authority,  but  that  there  must  be  an  ac- 
tual insurrection,  manifested  by  lawless  assemblage 
of  the  people  or  otherwise,  to  whom  a  proclamation 
may  be  addressed,  and  who  may  be  required  to  be- 
take themselves  to  their  respective  abodes.  1  have, 
however,  to  assure  your  excellency  that  should  the 
time  arrive — and  my  fervent  prayer  is  that  it  may 
never  come — when  an  insurrection  shall  exist  against  ^ 
the  government  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  requsition 
shall  be  made  upon  the  executive  of  the  United  States 
to  furnish  that  protection  which  is  guarantied  to  each 
state  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  I  siiall  not  he 
found  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  aduty  which, 
while  it  would  be  the  most  painful,  is  at  the  same 
time  the  most  imperative.  I  have  also  to  say  that  in 
such  a  contingency,  the  executive  could  not  look  into 
real  or  supposed  defects  of  the  existing  government, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  .some  other  plan  of  go- 
vernment proposed  for  adoption  was  better  suited  to 
the  wants  and  more  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  any  portion  of  her  citizens.  To  throw  the  execu- 
tive power  of  this  government  into  any  such  contro- 
versy, would  be  to  make  the  president  the  armed  ar- 
bitrator between  the  people  of  the  dill'erent  states 
and  their  constituted  authorities,  and  might  lead  to 
an  usurped  power,  dangerous  alike  to  the  stability  of 
the  state  governments  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
It  will  be  my  duty,  on  the  contrary,  to  respect  the 
requisitions  of  that  government  which  has  been  re- 
cognised as  the  existing  government  of  the  state 
through  all  time  past,  until  I  shall  bo  advised  in  re- 
gular manner  that  it  has  been  altered  and  abolished, 
another  substituted  in  its  place,  by  legal  and  peacea- 
ble proceedings,  adopted  and  pursued  by  the  autho- 
rities and  people  ot  the  state.  Nor  can  I  readily 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  any  such  contingency 
will  arise  as  shall  render  the  interference  of  this  go- 
vernment at  all  necessary.  The  people  of  the  state 
of  KlioJe  Island  have  been  too  long  distinguished  for 
their  love  of  order  and  of  regular  government,  to  ruali 
into  revolution  in  order  to  obtain  a  redress  of  grie- 
vances, real  or  supposed,  which  a  government  under 
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which  their  fathnrs  lived  in  peace  v/ould  not  in  due 
season  redress.  No  portion  of  her  people  will  bo 
willing  to  drench  her  fair  fields  with  the  blood  of 
Iheir  own  brethren,  in  order  to  obtain  a  redress  of 
grievances  which  their  constituted  authorities  cannot 
for  any  length  of  time  resist,  if  properly  appealed  to 
by  the  popular  voice.  None  of  them  will  be  willing 
to  set  an  example,  in  the  bosom  of  this  union,  of  such 
frightful  disorder,  such  needless  convulsions  of  so- 
ciety, such  danger  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and 
likely  to  bring  so  much  discredit  on  the  character  of 
popular  governments.  My  reliance  on  the  virtue, 
intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  her  citizens  is  great 
and  abiding,  and  I  will  not  doubt  but  that  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  will  prevail  over  rash  councils,  that  all 
actual  grievances  will  be  promptly  redressed  by  the 
existing  government,  and  that  another  bright  exam- 
ple will  be  added  to  the  many  already  prevailing 
among  the  North  American  republics,  of  change 
without  revolution,  and  a  redress  of  grievances  with- 
out force  or  violence. 

I  tender  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  high 
respect  and  consideration.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  Jipril  11,  1842. 

NEW  YORK. 

On  11th  April,  two  days  previous  to  the  adjourn- 
ment Mr.  Strong  of  the  senate  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  law  granting  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  to  fu- 
gitive slaves.  Mr.  Strong  moved  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading.  He  said  that  while  ISew  York  would  never 
submit  to  any  invasion  of  the  rights  of  her  cilizcns, 
on  the  part  of  any  other  state,  she  was  willing  to 
bow  submissively  to  the  decision  of  the  highest  tri- 
bunal in  the  country,  for  that  was  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land. 

Mr.  Dixon  said  if  the  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  went  to  the  extent  which  newspaper  reports 
would  seem  to  indicate,  he  did  dot  know  but  what 
we  were  bound  to  pass  this  bill.  So  far  as  the  mere 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  was  con- 
cerned, he  could  not  say  but  what  the  majority  of  the 
committee  were  correct.  But  he  could  not  give  his 
assent  to  the  preamble  which  prefaced  the  bill.  He 
hoped  that,  at  least,  would  be  stricken  out. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading  by  a 
vote  of  ayes  19,  hoes  9 — several  senators  saying  that 
they  would  vote  to  order  it  to  a  third  reading,  but 
would  not  vote  for  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  Strong  then  submitted  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion declaring  that  stealing  a  slave,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  is  a  crime  within  the  meaning  of 
the  constitution,  and  directing  that  copies  of  this 
preamble  and  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  execu- 
tive of  Virginia.     Adopted  by  a  vote  of  16  to  14. 

The  same  was  passed  by  the  house  on  the  same 
day  and  express  opinions  adverse  to  the  positions  as- 
sumed by  the  governor,  in  the  controversy  witii  the 
executive  of  Virginia,  in  relation  to  a  demand  of  the 
latter  for  the  delivery  of  certain  persons  claimed  as 
fugitives  froili  justice.  The  legislature  assert,  in  op- 
position to  Gov.  Seward,  that  the  stealing  of  a  slave, 
within  the  jurisdiction  and  against  the  laws  of  Virgi- 
nia, is  a  ."felony  or  other  crime,"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Governor  Seward  thus  properly  and  manfully  vin- 
dicates both  his  excutive  rights  and  the  rights  of  hu- 
man nature.  [J^.  Y.  Amer. 

MESSAGE    FROM    THE    OOVERNOK. 

Executive  chamber,  April  12,  1842. 

TO    THE    LEGISLATURE. 

1  received  last  evening  a  preamble  and  resolution 
in  which  the  legislature,  after  reciting  my  refusal  to 
surrender  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac 
Gansey  as  fugitives  from  justice,  and  furtlier  reciting 
that  I  had  assigned  as  the  reason  for  that  refusal, 
that  stealing  a  slave  within  the  jurisdiction  and 
against  the  laws  of  Virginia  was  not  a  crime  within 
the  meaning  of  that  part  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  whicli  relates  to  the  demand  and  sur- 
render of  fugitives  from  justice,  has  expressed  an 
opinion  adverse  to  the  construction  of  that  instru- 
ment which  I  had  thus  adopted.  The  subject  to 
which  the  resolution  refers  is  exclusively  one  of  ex- 
ecutive responsibility,  the  duties  of  this  department 
in  regard  to  the  demand  and  surrender  of  fugitives 
from  justice  being  prescribed,  not  by  the  constitution 
or  any  laws  of  the  state,  but  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  only 
rightful  but  it  has  always  =eeraed  to  me  to  be  proper 
for  the  legislature  to  express  its  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  way  of  advice,  and  such  en  expression  is  more 
proper  when  the  adherence  of  this  department  to  its 
decision  has,  with  other  causes,  resulted  in  unconsti- 
tutional aggression  and  retaliatory  acts  by  Virginia 
and  South  Carolina. 

Grateful,  therefore,  to  the  legislature  for  the  ad- 
vice which  has  thus  been  received,  1  have  considered 
it  with  the  most  respectful  deference  to  their  wisdom, 
and  with  an  anxious  desire  for  harmony   and  agree- 


ment upon  a  question  in  which  the  rights,  interests 
and  honor  of  this  state  are  deeply  involved.  Alter 
thus  considering  the  subject,  without  the  benefit, 
however,  of  any  of  the  arguments  which  have  brought 
the  legislature  to  a  different  conclusion,  I  remain  of 
opinion,  (hat  beings  possessed  of  the  physical,  moral 
and  intellectual  faculties  common  to  the  human  race 
cannot,  by  the  force  of  any  constitution  or  laws,  be 
goods  or  chattels,  or  a  thing;  and  that  nothing  but 
goods,  chattels,  and  things  can  be  the  subject  of  lar- 
ceny, stealing  or  theft.  The  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  so  far  from  controverting  truths  whicl 
seem  to  me  so  obvious,  acknowledges  them  by  care- 
fully treating  persons  held  in  involuntary  servitude 
or  bondage,  not  as  property  but  as  men,  while  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  expounding  what  to  any 
mind  may  seem  obscure  in  the  constitution,  declares 
that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  the  in- 
alienable right  to  enjoy  life  and  liberty,  and  to  pursue 
the  v/ay  to  human  happiness.  In  view  of  the  crisis  at 
which  our  relations  with  other  states  have  arrived, 
and  of  the  close  of  the  legislative  session,  it  seems 
my  duty  to  make  no  delay  in  submitting  these  views 
to  the  legislature. 

1  am  requested  by  that  body  to  communicate  the 
preamble  and  resolution  to  the  executive  of  Virgi- 
nia. The  constitution  of  this  state  declares  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  expedite  all 
measures  which  shall  be  resolved  upon  by  the  legis- 
lature, and  to  take  care  that  the  laws  are  faithfully 
executed.  But  the  legislature  cannot  effectually 
resolve  upon  any  measure,  or  impose  a  duty  on  the 
executive,  except  by  bills  passed  by  both  houses 
and  becoming  laws  by  the  executive  approval  or  by 
a  constitutional  majority  notwithstanding  his  objec- 
tions. 

In  proper  cases  I  cheerfully  comply  with  the  re- 
quests of  the  senate  and  assembly — but  I  cannot  do 
so  when  a  request  conflicts  with  constitutional  duties. 
I  oould  not  transmit  the  resolution  in  the  present  case 
without  silently  acquiescing  therein,  and  thus  waiv- 
ing a  decision  to  which  I  adhere,  or  without  accom- 
panying the  communication  to  Virginia  with  a  pro- 
test of  my  dissent.  The  former  course  would  be  a 
plain,  palpable  dereliction  of  constitutional  duty. 
The  proceeding,  if  the  latter  alternative  were  adopt- 
ed, would  not  tend  to  enhance  the  respect  in  which 
this  stale  is  held  by  her  sister  states  and  by  the  civi- 
lized world. 

Cherished  principles  of  civil  liberty  forbid  me 
equally  from  recognising  such  a  natural  inequality 
among  men  as  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  seems 
to  me  to  assume,  and  from  contributing  in  any  way 
to  perpetuate  the  inequalities  of  political  condition, 
from  \\hich  results  a  large  portion  of  the  evils  of  hu- 
man life. 

The  senate  and  assembly  v.^ill  therefore  excuse  me 
from  assuming  the  duty  which  an  assent  to  their  re- 
quest would  impose,  and  will,  if  it  be  proper,  select 
some  other  organ  of  communication  with  the  execu- 
tive authority  ofonr  sister  commonwealth. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Resolutions,  as  adopted  at  the  North  Carolina  Whig 
Convention,  held  at  Raleigh,  the  4th  and  5th  inst. 

Resolved,  By  the  whigs  of  North  Carolina,  in  con- 
vention assembled,  that  the  death  of  WILLI.^M 
HENRY  HARRISON  was  an  event  deeply  to  be 
lamented  by  every  friend  of  his  country — and  that 
subsequent  events  have  taught  us  to  regard  it  as  the 
greatest  calamity  which  has  befallen  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  great  whig  principles  for  whiej-i 
the  contest  of  1840  was  waged  and  won,  aro  as  dear 
to  us  now  as  then;  and  that  neither  '.he  desertion  and 
treachery  of  supposed  friends,  nor  the  taunts  and 
opposition  of  open  3'Ivcrsaries,  shall  depress  the 
energy  or  cool  the  ardor  of  our  efforts  to  promote 
and  perpetuate  those  principles  as  the  best  safeguard 
of  our  country,  and  the  best  inheritance  of  our  chil- 
dren. 

Aiid  whereas,  John  Tyler,  the  present  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  was  nominated  by  the  National 
Whig  Convention,  which  met  al  Harrisburg  in  De- 
cember, 1839,  as  the  whig  candidate  for  the  office  of 
vice  president,  and  accepted  the  said  nomination,  and 
was,  by  the  exertions  and  support  of  the  whigs  of  the 
United  States,  elected  to  that  office: 

Resolved,  That  when  by  the  death  of  Wm.  Henry 
Harrison,  he  succeeded  to  the  first  magistracy,  he 
was  bound  by  every  consideration  affecting  the  in- 
tegrity of  man,  to  carry  out  in  his  administration 
the  great  principles  of  the  party  by  which  he  was 
elected. 

.i>ul  whereas,  the  said  John  Tyler,  instead  of  thus 
discharging  the  duties  of  the  high  office  so  devolved 
upon  him,  has  renounced  the  principles  and  aban- 
doned the  party  which  brought  him  into  power; 
whilst  by  adopting  the  measures  and  wooing  the  sup- 
I  port  of  a  party,  lately  the  object  of  his  declared  op- 


position and  distrust,  and  by  scarce  disguised  profli- 
gacy m  the  application  of  the  patronage  of  th-  "-ov- 
ernment,  he  has  attempted,  and  is  attempting,  with 
utter  disregard  ol  dignity  and  duty,  to  buy  up'a  par- 
ty, and  thus  secure  to  himself  a  re-election:  there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  disavows  all  politi- 
cal connection  with,  and  support  of,  the  said  .Tohn 
Tyler;  approves  the  proceedings  and  address  of  the 
whig  members  of  congress  at  the  close  of  the  late 
extra  session,  and  holds  the  whig  party  discharged 
from  all  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  public  af- 
fairs, whilst  controlled  by  the  present  administra- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  HENRY  CLAY,  of  Kentucky,  by 
eminent  abilities,  extensive  knowledge,  sound  judg- 
ment, liberal  and  patriotic  views,  and  by  long,  ardu- 
ous and  unsparing  devotion  to  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, has  entitled  himself  to  the  undivided  confidence 
and  support  of  the  people  of  the  United  States — and 
that  he  possesses  the  first  place  in  the  affections  of 
the  whole  whig  party  of  this  state:  and  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention,  for  themselves  and 
the  whigs  of  North  Carolina,  do  propose  and  nomi- 
nate the  said  HENRY  CLAY  for  the  next  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  do  pledge  themselves  to 
give  the  nomination  a  hearty  and  persevering  sup- 
port. 

And  this  convetilion  does  earnestly  and  respectful- 
ly urge  the  whig  party  of  the  Union  to  unite  with 
their  brethren  of  North  Carolina  in  this  nomination, 
and  its  steady  and  constant  efforts  to  promote  .its 
success. 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  official  conduct  of  JOHiV 
M.  MOREHEAD,  in  his  present  exalted  station, 
meets  the  hearty  approval  of  this  convention,and  that 
the  whig  party  of  the  state,  relying  with  entire  con- 
fidence upon  his  integrity,  intelligence,  impartiality, 
diligence  and  economy,  in  administering  the  affairs 
of  the  state,  do,  with  one  heart  and  one  voice,  desire 
his  re-election:  and  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention,  jp  oehalf  of  them- 
selves and  their  constituem.-^  do  hereby  nominate 
hihi  for  re-election  m  August  next. 

HOME    INDUSTRY. 


CONVENTION  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF  HOME 
INDUSTRY. 

The  committee  appointed  to  state  the  influence  which 

protection  to  home  labor  and   a  reciprocal  trade 

with  foreign  nations  has  upon  the  general  interests 

of  the  country,  respectfully  report: 

The  subject  is  full  of  interest,  and  presents  con- 
clusions in  favor  of  protection  and  reciprocal  com- 
merce, too  numerous  to  be  given  with  the  brevity 
desirable  on  this  occasion.  The  committee  will 
therefore  confine  themselves  to  a  few  points,  which 
they  think  have  a  new  bearing  on  the  subject,  and 
such  others  as,  from  their  irresistible  force,  cannot 
be  omitted. 

Labor  is  the  life  of  the  commonwealth;  capital 
the  product.  Prostrate  or  neglect  the  former,  and 
every  fibre  of  the  community  becomes  a  sufferer. 
The  social  compact  which  invests  government  with 
the  power,  parted  with  by  individuals,  to  protc*  jfig 
interests  of  the  state,  implies  security  '^  j|,g  motive 
principle  of  the  whole,  to  wit.  '^j^bor,' physical  and 
intettectuat.  The  nattott 'itinds  highest  in  moral  and 
physical  greatnc.'v-^  which  gives  the  highest  rates  of 
wages_  and  ^|jj.  largest  returns  for  labor.  It  ap- 
piT^lcnes  nearest  to  an  equal  and  mutual  dependence 
which  is  the  most  elevated  state  of  national  inde- 
pendence of  vvhich  society  is  capable.  It  is  equally 
removed  from  the  wretchedness  of  pauperism  and 
the  oppression  of  the  overgrown  capitalist.  Such  has 
heretofore  bijen  the  situation  of  our  favored  nation. 

As  the  choice  in  the  pursuits  of  labor  rests  with 
individiialSj  the  measure  of  protection  to  each  branch 
thereof  is  vested  in  the  government, — with  that  Go- 
vernment which  the  people  can  make  or  unmake. 
Wise  or  successful  legislation  cannot  always  be  ex- 
pected of  those  entrusted  with  government ;  but 
fidelity  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  people  should  be 
demanded.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  nation 
now  wills,  that  protection,  ample  and  permanent, 
should  be  given  to  American  labor  in  all  its  branches. 
And  why? 

Because,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  reasons,  it 
involves  protection  to  our  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing interests,  and  secures,  by  a  reciprocal  com- 
merce, at  home  and  abroad,  the  possession  of  a  free 
trade,  based  oii  reciprocity  of  equivalents.  None 
other  shoulu  a  free  people  tolerate. 

Is  it  asked,  what  is  meant  by  protection  to  labour,? 
It  is  occupation — secure,  productive,  steady,  and  un- 
shackled— free  from  foreign  aggression,  sectional  fa- 
voritism, and  vacillating  party  compromises;  occu- 
pation, that  tends  to  satisfy  individual  preference,  if 
in  connexion  with  national  advantage,  but  not  other- 
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voice  for  protection  to  ^^merican  labor;  and  to  this 
motto  we  are  sure  that  every  star  in  our  national 
banner,  will  lend  its  radiance,  and  the  eagle  which 
sustains  it  will  carry  victory  on  its  wings — that  vic- 
tory which  is  peace — peace  with  protection  and  not 
war  without  it.  Let  it  no  longer  be  said  that  in  this 
country,  foreigners  and  smugglers  are  alone  protect- 
ed; and  that  we  are  ready  enough  to  resist  a  right  of 
search  and  trespass  on  our  property,  on  slaves  on  the 
ocean;  whilst  our  harbors  and  liome  markets,  and 
even  our  pockets,  are  searclied  by  adventurers  from 
every  foreign  country  on  earth.  No  such  abuse  do 
we  find  tolerated  by  any  European  government,  and 
our  citizens  need  no  such  exotic  patronage;  but  they 
are  becoming  tired  of  being  fleeced  and  shorn  oftheir 
fair  proportion  oftheir  own  trade  and  ask  legislative 
enaciraculs  to  protect  them.  Will  congress  not  lis- 
ten to  them.^ 

The  advocates  of  free  trade,  falsely  so  called,  and 
of  low  wages,  where  high  rates  would  give  larger 
products  (o  labor  and  capital,  seem  not  to  know 
where  their  dehisive  theories  would  land  theto.  How 
low  would  they  have  wages  reduced  in  the  country? 
To  the  almost  starving  prices  in  Europe,  or  the  still 
lower  pittance  meted  out  in  the  Oriental  countries? 
How  near  to  nothing  would  they  reduce  their  com- 
pensation for'a  day's  work  of  an  American  freeman? 
To  nothing  or  the  next  thing  to  it?  Their  theory  in- 
fallibly leads  them  to  this,  and  free  trade  is  just 
about  as  consistent.  It  is  Utopian — a  gull  trap  for 
the  unwary,  and  a  fraud  on  common  sense. 

But  there  are  those,  who  cannot  be  persuaded  that 
the  protective  policy  will  be  a  good  one,  because  it 
produces  such  striking  instances  of  want  and  wretch- 
edness in  England.  A  moment's  consideration  ought 
to  convince  them,  that  these  apprehensions  are 
groundless.  A  monopoly  of  land  holders  in  Great 
Britain,  whose  small  insular  territory  allows  of  their 
being  protected  by  aristocratic  influence  and  corrupt 
moneyed  interference  in  elections,  causes  a  depres- 
sion in  tile  rales  of  wages,  permanently  unfavorable 
to  the  humble  laborer.  There  he  is  oppressed,  and 
we  fear  is  likely  to  be  so.  Even  a  repeal  of  the  corn 
laws,  it  is  feared,  will  not  now  give  him  ample  em- 
ployment. It  is  too  late.  The  number  of  operatives 
is  too  large  to  be  maintained  by  an  overgrown  manu- 
facturing system,  which  has  lost  its  advantage  by  a 
cupidity,  that  has  turned  customers  into  rivals.  The 
evils  England  has  to  contend  with,  maybe  mitigated, 
but  cannot  be  cured,  without  a  new  formation  of  the 
elements  of  its  social  cc«npact.  Our  own  unrivalled 
advantages,  in  point  of  time  and  position,  must  inevi- 
tably place  us,  ere  long,  far  above  her  highest  point 
of  numerical  or  physical  strength.  Our  territory  is 
almost  boundless.  Open  eompetition  will  prevent 
monopolies  either  by  land  holders  or  capitalists.  The 
laboring  classes  in  all  departments,  if  protected 
against  foreign  fraud  and  interference,  will  have  am- 
ple occupation  and  demand  for  what  they  produce, 
and  a  paralysis,  such  as  now  exists  and  which  ought 
never  to  have  existed,  will  probably  not  occur  again 
in  many  years.  It  is  true,  that  a  people  may  become 
bankrupt  in  principle,  before  they  are  in  resources, 
but  this  insanity  cannot  long  continue;  and  when 
once  our  credit  is  restored,  ttiere  may  be  danger  of 
our  running  again  into  debt  to  foreigners,  to  be  again 
crippled  in  our  finances,  as  wo  are  at  this  moment. 
But  with  proper  protection  to  cur  industry  at  home 
and  due  encouragement  to  a  reciprocal  commerce,  to 
enable  us  to  exchange  our  surplus  products,  for  such 
necessities  or  comforts  as  v/e  may  require,  the  evils 
of  overtrading  abroad  will  be  limited;  and  with  a  well 
_^  -'ilated  mixed  currency  for  exchanges,  on  a  secure 
sis  and  the   aid   of  a   revenue,  collected 

levcrv  where  in  >,'"^''  °'' ''^  equivalent,  the  prosperity 

once  afl-ord  them  profit  and  employment?    Low  niur-   ^f  J„\,^"[;„t,.y   ^T.^noi  ^^   questioned,  nor  need  any 


wise.  With  the  government,  as  has  been  stated, 
rests  the  choice  of  discriminating  what  is  most  wor- 
thy of  protection;  and,  unless  the  people  choose  to 
throw  away  their  strength  for  that  vassalage  to  par- 
ty which  prefers  the  husks  to  the  golden  grain,  the 
right  of  suffrage  must  decide  which  occupations  have 
most  votes. 

Political  collusion,  or  party  log  rolling,  as  it  is 
called,  may  defeat  the  true  interests  of  the  country 
for  a  time,  and  this  crime  deserves  at  the  hands  of 
.congress  the  punishment  of  treason  to  tlie  state;  but 
'if  there  is  not  virtue  or  suffering  enough  among  the 
people  to  correct  this  abuse,  the  commonv/ealth 
must  remain  a  cripple.  We  think,  however,  there 
is  both,  and  that  this  convention  is  a  prognostic  of 
unewed  health  in  the  body  politic, 

The  measure  of  protection  to  each  interest  seems 
difficult,  but,  if  it  is  adequate  to  all,  the  difficulty 
vanishes.  The  fear  of  giving  too  much  protection — 
and  the  preference  of  a  low,  back-sliding,  sinister 
scale  of  duty,  tending  downward,  until  it  is  no  pro- 
tection whatsoever,  lias  been  the  fruitful  source  of 
our  embarrassments.  Sectional  jealousy  and  meaner 
envy  have  influenced  some,  but  a  popular  delusion 
has  been  the  principal  cause  of  our  present  predica- 
ment. AVe  now,  however,  perceive  light  dawning 
again  in  that  quarter  from  whence  first  beamed  the 
protecting  policy  of  the  country,  and  the  stars  which 
have  irradiated  her  long  night  of  error,  already  are 
becoming  pale  at  the  return  of  day.  The  South  is 
awakened  at  her  own  sense  of  danger;  and  roused 
from  her  magnetic  sleep,  she  now  discovers  that  she 
most  of  all  perhaps  needs  protection  in  no  stinted 
measure. 

To  protect  home  interests,  however,  is  no  longer  a 
question  of  policy  in  any  part  of  the  country.  It  is 
necessary. 

Protection  is  due  to  all  branches  of  industry— the 
planting  and  agricultural  states,  as  well  as  to  our 
commerce,  navigation  and  fisheries;  but  in  an  espe- 
cial n..2'^'''^''' '"  manufacturers,  artisans,  and  meclia- 
nics'  n"ot  merely  i'ecause  they  support  a  high  rate  of 
wages,  but  the  former  iZ"''"  '^rge  capitals  invested, 
and,  in  connection  with  both  tnC  Jitter,  are  constant- 
ly introducing  the  arts,  sources  of  We«i'h  and  inde- 
pendence to  the  country.  They  more  than  pjy  for 
all  the  fostering  care  they  get  from  government,  not 
merely  by  inventions,  new  improvements,  consump- 
tion of  home  products,  employment  of  female  indus- 
try, and  encouragement  to  commerce,  but  in  the  di- 
rect cheapening  of  the  cost  of  every  thing  they 
manufacture.  The  sequence  which  produces  this  is 
a  known  matter  of  fact,  and  has  the  brevity  of  a  syl- 
logism to  exemplify  it.  Protection — home  com- 
petition, AND  REDUCTION  IN  TRICE.    ThcSC  foUoW  OUC 

another  as  faithfully  as  the  shadow  the  sun.  The 
reduction  in  price,  too,  where  protection  is  ample,  VfiW 
go  to  the  lowest  extent  that  will  sustain  the  manu- 
facturer, which  must  depend  on  the  cost  of  the  raw 
materials  and  price  of  labor;  but  deprive  him  of  pro- 
tection, and  you  muzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the 
corn;  you  give  our  children's  bread  to  the  dogs,  and 
ask  alms  of  foreign  countries  rather  than  be  rich  and 
independent  within  ourselves. 

■^'it  our  manufacturers  and  laboring  artizans  will 
X..  '^-^  content  without  protective  aid.      Har  is 

jipt  now  I—  They  know  it.     And  yet,  friends 

protection  to  them.  ■■'  arts  as  they  are,  is  it  to  be 

of  peace  am}  the  pcncyu.  '-"tion   by  the  govern- 

Bupposed  'llrat  if  denied   protv,.  i,|.|>ad  ^f  their 

ment,  and  not  permilted  to  eat  the  -        ■  ~ve  been 
honest  industry  and  enterprize  v/hich  they  n., 
accustomed  to  earn,  that  they  will  not  foment  Vu^ 
causes  of  war,  so  rife  at  this   moment,    and   bring 
about  that  forced  state  of  protection  which  would  at  |  metal. ic 


murings  of  this  policy  are  already  heard  from  di: 
charged  workmen  and  want-appalling  laborers.  Is 
not  this  feeling  a  natural  one,  and  full  of  apprehen- 
sion to  the  reflecting?  Ample  protection  to  their  in- 
terests is  absolute  protection  to  that  of  all  others; 
and  yet  how  lingering,  slow  and  reluctant  are  mea- 
sures of  relief  talked  of,  as  if  our  legislators  were 
conferring  a  boon  on  a  set  of  pensioners!  How  long 
the  talking  is  to  continue  is  a  matter  of  deep  appre- 
hension to  thousands,  but  congress  cannot  adjourn 
without  settling  the  principles  of  a  tarift'  for  revenue 
ns  well  as  protection.  It  is  a  grave  business,  one  in 
which  the  millions  represented  by  us  in  this  conven- 
tion, as  well  as  those  who  arc  not  represented  here, 
have  a  deep  interest;  and  it  should  be  attended  to. 

No  party,  no  secret  sectional  conclave,  is  here  met, 
to  agitate  treasonable  or  unconstitutional  influence 
upon  the  government,  or  any  part  of  our  beloved 
country;  but  delegates  from  all  parties,  and  all  the 
broad  interests  of  the  nation,  come  together  openly, 
and  with  patriotic  motives,  to  devise  measures  of  re- 
lief to  our  sulfcring  constituents.  Relief  must  come 
to  the  hearth  of  every  family,  and  the  bosom  of  eve- 
ry American  throughout  the  land;  relief  from  want 
Bud  the  dread  of  want  every  where.     Wo  ask  with 


doubt  exist,  that  its  glorious  :'estiny  will  be  accom- 
plished.    All  which  is  respectfully  J.'ibmitted. 

C.  C.  HAVl^.N, 

S.  EARL  HOWARD, 


Com:,?""- 
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DIPLOMATIC. 
LORD   Aberdeen's   reclt   to  the  note  of  mr.  ste- 

VENSON. 

Pi-om  the  London  Times,  March  30 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  reply  addressed  by 
the   earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett,  the  successor 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  as  American  minister  in  this  coun- 
try. 

"The  undersigned.  &.c.  has  the  honor  of  address- 
ing to  Mr.  Everett,  &c.  the  observations  which  he 
feels  called  upon  to  make  in  answer  to  the  note  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  dated  on  the  21st  of  t)ctober 


this  country,  the  undersigned  has  looked  with  some 
anxiety  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Everett,  in  order  that 
he  might  be  enabled  to  renew  his  diplomatic  inler- 
couse  with  an  accredited  representative  of  the  re- 
public. Had  the  undersigned  entertained  no  other 
purpose  than  to  controvert  the  ai'guments  of  Mr. 
Stevenson,  or  to  fortify  his  own,  in  treating  of  the 
matter  vvhich  has  formed  the  subject  of  their  cor- 
respondence, he  would  have  experienced  little  impa- 
tience; but  as  it  is  his  desire  to  clear  up  doubt  and  to 
remove  misapprehensions,  he  feels  that  he  cannot 
too  early  avail  himself  of  the  presence  of  Mr.  Eve- 
rett of  his  post  to  bring  to  his  knowledge  the  true 
stale  of  the  question  at  issue. 

"The  undersigned  agrees  with  Jlr.  Stevenson  in 
the  importance  of  arriving  at  a  clear  understanding 
of  the  matter  really  in  dispute.  This  ought  to  be 
the  first  objoct  in  the  difference  of  states  as  well  as 
of  individuals;  and,  happily,  it  is  often  the  first  step 
to  the  reconciliation  of  the  parties.  In  the  present 
case  this  understanding  is  doubly  essential,  because 
a  continuance  of  mistake  and  error  may  be  produc- 
tive of  the  most  serious  consequences. 

"Mr.  Stevenson  persists  in  contending,  that  the 
British  government  assert  a  right  v/hich  is  equivalent 
to  the  claim  of  scarciung  American  vessels  in  time  of 
peace.  In  prool  of  this,  Mr.  Stevenson  refers  to  a 
passage  in  a  former  note  of  viscount  Palmerston,  ad- 
dressed to  himself,  against  which  he  strongly  pro- 
tests, and  the  doctrine  contained  in  which  he  says 
that  the  undersigned  is  understood  to  affirm. 

"Now,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  undersigned 
to  inquire  into  the  precise  import  and  force  of  the  ex- 
pressions of  Viscount  Palmerston.  These  might 
have  been  easily  explained  to  Mr.  Stevenson  by  their 
author  at  the  time  they  were  written;  but  the  under- 
signed must  request  that  his  doctrines  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  those  of  the  government  of  which  he  is  the 
organ,  may  be  judged  of  exclusively  from  his  own 
declarations. 

"The  undersigned  again  renounces,  as  he  has  al- 
ready done,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  any  right  on 
the  part  of  the  British  government  to  seach  Ameri- 
can vessels  in  time  of  peace.  The  right  of  search, 
except  when  specially  conceded  by  treaty,  is  a  pure- 
ly belligerent  right,  and  can  have  no  existence  on 
the  high  seas  during  peace.  The  undersigned  ap- 
prehends, however,  that  the  right  of  search  is  not 
confined  to  the  verification  of  the  nationality  of  the 
vessel,  but  also  extends  to  the  object  of  the  voyage 
and  the  nature  of  the  cargo.  The  sole  purpose  of 
the  British  cruizers  is  to  ascertain  whether  the 
vessels  they  meet  wilh  are  really  American 
or  not.  The  right  asserted  has,  in  truth,  no  re- 
semblance to  the  right  of  search,  either  in  principle 
or  in  practice.  It  is  simply  a  right  to  satisfy  the  par- 
ty who  has  a  legitimate  right  in  knowing  the  truth 
that  the  vessel  actually  is  what  her  colors  announce. 
This  right  we  concede  as  freely  as  we  exercise.  The 
British  cruisers  are  not  instructed  to  detain  Ameri- 
can vessels  under  any  circumstances  whatever;  on 
the  contrary,  they  are  ordered  to  abstain  from  all  in- 
terfei-ence  with  them,  be  they  slavers  or  otherwise. 
But  where  reasonable  suspicion  exists  that  the  .Ame- 
rican ftag  has  been  abused  for  the  purpose  of  covei^ 
iiig  the  vessel  of  another  nation,  it  would  appear 
scarcely  credible  had  it  not  been  made  manifest  by 
the  repeated  protestations  of  their  representative, 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  which  has 
stigmatized  and  abolished  the  trade  itself,  should  ob- 
ject to  the  adoption  of  such  means  as  are  indispensa- 
bly necessary  for  ascertaining  the  truth. 

"The  undersigned  had!  contended  in  his  former 
note  that  the  legitimate  inference  iVoni  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  Stevenson  would  practically  extend  even  to 
the  sanction  of  piracy,  when  the  persons  engaged  in 
it  should  think  fit  to  shelter  themselves  under  the 
flag  of  the  United  States.  .Mr.  Stevenson  observes 
that  this  is  a  misapprehcnsicn  on  the  part  of  the  un- 
dersigned; and  he  declares  that  in  denying  the  right 
ot  ii;tcrfering  wilh  vessels  under  the  .\merican  flag 
he  intoncieo  '"  limit  hi.s  objection  to  vessels  kono  fide 
American  and  nv!  to  those  belonging  to  nations  who 
might  fraudulently  ha-vC  assumed  the  flag  of  the  U. 
States.  But  it  appears  to  the  lindersiijncd  that  his 
former  statement  is  by  no  moans  satisfactorily  con- 
troverted by  the  declaration  of  Mr.  aievenson.  How 
is  this  bona  fdcs  to  be  proved?  ftlust  not  Mr.  Ste* 
venson  either  be  prepared  to  maintain  that  the  flag 
alone  is  sufiicient  evidence  of  the  nationality  of  the 
vessel,  which,  in  the  face  of  his  own  repeated  ad- 
missions, he, cannot  do,  or  must  he  not  confess  that 
the  application  of  his  arguments  would  really  af- 
ford protection  to  every  lawless  and  piratical  enter- 
prise? 

The  undersigned   had    al!;o   expressed  his  belief 


"As  that  communication  only  reached  the  hands  of ,         -  ,, 

the  undersigned  on  the  day  after  the  departure  of ,  that  the  practice  was  genorul  of  ascortaming,  by 
Mr.  Stevenson  from  London,  on  his  return  to  Ame- i  visit,  the  character  of  any  vessel  on  the  high  seas 
rica,  and  as  there  ha.s  since  been  no  minister  or  against  wliicb  tliere  should  exist  reasonable  groumt 
charge  d'affaires  from  the   United  States  resident  in' of  suspicion.      Mr.   Stevenson  denies  this,  and  he 
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asljs  what  other  nation  than  Great  Britain  hnscver 
asserted  or  atleiiiptcd  to  exernise  such  a  riglit?  In 
answer  to  this  question,  the  undersigned  can  at  once 
refer  to  the  avowed  and  constant  practice  of  the  U. 
States,  whose  cruisers,  especially  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  by  the  admission  of  their  public  journals, 
are  notoriously  in  the  habit  of  examining  all  sus- 
picious vessels,  whether  sailing  under  the  English 
flog  or  any  other.  In  whose  eyes  are  these  vessels 
suspicious?  Doubtless  hi  tliose  of  the  command.crs 
of  the  American  cruisers.  But,  in  truth,  this  right  is 
quite  as  important  to  the  United  Stales  as  to  Great 
Britain;  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  how  the  maritime 
intercourse  of  mankind  could  be  safely  carried  on 
without  such  a  check. 

"It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  remind  Mr.  Eve- 
rett that  the  right  thus  claimed  by  Great  Britain  is 
not  exercised  for  any  selfish  purpose.  It  is  asserted 
in  the  interest  of  humanity,  and  in  mitigation  of  the 
sufferings  of  our  fellow-men.  The  object  has  met 
v/ith  the  concurrence  of  tlie  whole  civilized  world, 
including  the  United  States  of  America,  and  itought 
to- receive  universal  assistance  and  support. 

"The  luulersigned  cannot  abstain  here  from  refer- 
ring to  the  conduct  of  an  honorable  and  zealous  offi- 
cer commanding  the  naval  force  of  the  U.  States  on 
the  coast  of  Afi-ica,  who,  relying  on  the  sincere  de- 
sire of  his  government  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  sensible  of  the  abuse  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  entered  into  an  engagement  on  the  11th 
of  iVIarch,  184U,  with  the  officer  in  command  of 
her  majesty's  cruisei-s,  on  the  same  station,  by  which 
they  mutually  requested  each  other,  and  agreed  to 
detain  ail  vessels  under  American  colors  employed 
in  the  traffic.  If  foimd  to  be  American  property, 
such  vessels  were  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  com- 
mander of  any  American  cruiser  on  the  station:  or 
if  belonging  to  other  nations,  they  were  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  Ireaties  contracted  by  her  ma- 
jesty with  the  respective  states.  The  undersigned 
believes,  and,  indeed,  after  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Stevenson  he  regrets  to  be  unable  to  doubt,  that  the 
conduct  of  this  gallant  officer,  however  natural,  and 
laudable  in  its  object,  has  been  disavowed  by  his  go- 
vernment. 

"It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  at  pre- 
sent to  advocate  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  mu- 
tual right  of  search,  as  conceded  and  regulated  by 
treaty;  or  to  weigh  the  reasons  on  account  of  which 
this  proposal  has  been  rejected  by  the  government  of 
the  United  Stales.  He  took  occasion  in  former  note 
to  observe,  that  concessions  sanctioned  by  Great 
Britain  and  France  were  not  likely  to  be  incompati- 
ble with  the  dignity  and  independence  of  any  other 
state  which  should  be  disposed  to  follow  their  exam- 
ple. But  the  undersigned  begs  now  to  inform  Mr. 
Everett  that  he  has  this  day  concluded  a  )oint  trea- 
ty with  France,  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  by 
which  the  mutual  right  of  search,  within  certain  la- 
titudes, is  fully  established  for  ever.  This  is,  in 
truth,  a  holy  alliance,  in  which  the  undersigned 
would  have  rejoiced  to  see  the  United  States  assume 
their  proper  place,  among  the  Great  Powers  of  Chris- 
tendom foremost  in  power,  wealth,  and  civilization, 
and  connected  together  in  the  cause  of  mercy  and 
justice. 

"It  is  undoubtedly  sure  that  this  right  may  be 
abused,  like  every  other  which  is  delegated  to  many 
and  diffiirent  hands.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  be  ex- 
ercised wantonly  and  vexatioufly:  and,  should  this 
be  the  case,  it  would  not  only  call  for  remonstrance, 
but  would  justify  resentment.  This,  however,  is 
in  the  highest  degree  improbable,  and  if,  in  spite  of 
the  utmost  caution,  an  error  should  be  committed, 
and  any  American  vessel  should  suffer  loss  or  injury, 
it  would  be  followed  by  prompt  and  ample  repara- 
tion. The  undersigned  begs  to  repeat  that  with 
American  vessels,  whatever  be  their  destination, 
British  cruisers  have  no  pretention  m  any  manner  to 
ii;terfere.  Such  vessels  must  be  permitted,  if  en- 
gaged in  it,  to  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  this  unhallowed 
trade;  but  the  British  government  will  never  endure 
that  the  fraudulent  use  of  the  American  flag  shall 
extend  the  iniquity  to  other  nations,  by  whom  it  is 
abhorred,  and  who  have  entered  into  solemn  treaties 
with  this  country  for  its  entire  suppression. 

"In  order  to  prove  to  Mr.  Everett  the  anxiety  of 
of  her  majesty's  government  to  prevent  all  reasona- 
ble ground  of  complaint,  the  undersigned  believes 
that  he  cannot  do  better  than  to  communicate  to  him 
the  substance  of  those  instructions  under  whicii  the 
British  cruisers  act  in  relation  to  American  vessels 
when  employed  on  this  service. 

"If,  from  the  intelligence  v.'hich  tlie  officer  com- 
manding l^er  majesty's  cruiser  may  have  received,  or 
from  the  nianceuvres  of  the  vessel,  or  from  other 
surficieiit  cause,  he  shall  have  reason  to  believe,  that 
although  bearing  the  American  flag,  the  vessel  does 
not  belong  to  the  United  States,  he  is  ordered,  if  the 
stale  of  the  wind  and  weather  shall  admit  of  it,  to 


go  ahead  of  the  suspected  vessel,  after  communicat- 
ing lus  intention  by  hailing,  and  to  drop  a  boat  on 
hoard  of  her  to  ascertain  her  nationality,  without 
detaining  her  if  she  shall  prove  to  be  really  an  Ame- 
rican vessel.  But  should  this  mode  of  visiting  the 
vessel  be  impracticable,  he  is  to  require  her  to  be 
brought  to  for  this  purpose.  The  officer  who  boards 
the  vessel  is  merely  to  satisfy  himself  of  her  nation- 
ality, by  her  papers  or  other  proofs,  and,  should  she 
really  be  an  American  vessel,  ho  v/ill  immediately 
quit  her,  ofl'ering,  with  the  consent  of  her  command- 
er, to  note  on  her  papers  the  cause  of  suspecting  her 
nationality,  and  the  number  of  minutes  slie  was  de- 
tained (if  detained  at  all)  for  the  object  in  question. 
All  the  particulars  are  to  he  immediately  entered  in 
the  logbook  of  the  cruiser,  and  a  full  statement  of 
Ihem  is  to  be  sent  by  the  first  opportunitv  direct  to 
England. 

"These  are  the  precautions  taken  by  her  majesty's 
government  against  the  occurrence  of  abuse  in  the 
performance  of  this  service;  and  they  are  ready  to 
adopt  any  others  which  they  may  think  more  eifee- 
tuai  for  the  purpose,  and  which  shall  at  the  same 
time  be  consistent  v/ith  the  attainment  of  the  main 
object  in  view. 

"Mr.  Stevenson  has  said  that  he  had  no  wish  to 
exempt  the  fraudtilent  use  of  the  American  flag  from 
detection,  and  this  being  the  case,  the  undersigned  is 
unwilling  to  believe  that  a  government  like  that  of 
the  United  States,  professing  the  same  objects,  and 
animated  by  the  same  motives  as  Great  Britain,' 
should  seriously  oppose  themselves  to  every  possible 
mode  by  which  their  own  desire  could  be  really  ac- 
complished. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  ADAMS— April  14,  1842. 

Mr.  Adams.  My  only  difficulty  is  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman's  speech  as  to  have  any  bearing  at  all  upon 
the  gentleman's  moliun.     [A  laugh.] 

The  gentleman  talked  with  great  eloquence  and 
great  ingenuity  in  favor  of  pushing  this  country  into 
a  war,  under  the  mask  of  a  very  great  solicitude  for 
peace.  He  has  drained  the  whole  world  of  argu- 
ment to  prove  to  this  house  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
war,  we  can  burn  London,  and  to  establish  the  prin- 
ciple that  there  exists  no  such  thing  as  the  right  of 
search  in  time  of  war.  Now,  the  two  parts  of  the 
gentleman's  argument  do  not  seem  to  me  to  agree 
together.  If  we  do  go  to  war — in  favor  of  which 
the  gentleman  has  brought  forward  the  attractive  ar- 
guments that  a  war  will  pay  all  our  state  debts  to 
England,  and  enable  us  to  burn  the  city  of  London, 
and  establish  the  doctrine  that  there  exists  no  right 
of  search  in  time  of  war — it.  seems  to  me  that  The 
thing  most  essential  to  us  of  all  others  will  be  this 
very  right  of  search.  How  does  the  gentleman  ex 
pact  we  are  to  burn  London,  without  we  have  the  right 
of  searching  neutral  vessels  at  sea?  I  ask  him,  and 
I  ask  this  house,  if  this  very  right  will  not  be  the 
most  powerful  of  all  the  means  we  can  employ 
against  Great  Britain?  And  whether,  though  it  mav 
not  enable  us  to  succeed  in  burning  London,  it  will 
not  enable  us  to  avail  of  the  bravery  of  our  noble 
tars  to  meet  upon  the  ocean  and  to  capture  that  pro- 
perty of  our  enemy  v/hich  they  will  otherwise  pro- 
tect, by  using  the  flag  of  every  'neutral  nation  under 
heaven?  To  take  away  this  right  would  at  once 
throw  a  shield  over  the  entire  mass  of  British  com- 
merce, which  would  all  continue  to  be  carried  on  in 
perfect  safety  from  any  injury  by  us. 

What  bearing  the  arguments  of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman could  possibly  have  on  the  question  of  our  re- 
taining a  full  minister  at  the  courts  of  Austria  and 
Peussia,  I  am  totally  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  But  1 
do  see  that,  under  color  of  this  motion,  he  has  un- 
dertaken to  instruct  the  new  British  minister  how  he 
may,  with  the  greatest  possible  facility,  settle  all  the 
questions  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  and  gain  for 
himself  an  earldom.  And  how,  pray,  is  he  to  do  it? 
Why,  by  simply  yielding  every  thing  on  every  point 
in  di.spute.  This,  I  confess,  seems  to  me  to  be  at 
least  a  very  unusual  basis  of  negotiation. 

[Mr.  I.»jGERsoLL.  I  did  not  say  any  thing  like 
that.] 

If  the  gentleman  did  not  in  substance  say  that,  1 
must  very  greatly  have  misunderstood  him. 

[Mr.  Ingersoll.     I  said  no  such  thing.] 

The  gentleman  assumes  that  there  are  five  points 
in  controversy,  and  he-says  that  on  every  one  of  them 
Great  Britain  is  the  aggressor,  and  that  the  only  way 
to  settle  tliein  is  for  her  to  agree  to  submit  to  every 
thing  v,-e  demand.  He  included  even  the  case  of  the 
Creole. 

[Mr.  Ingersoll.  What  I  said  was  that  the  main 
questions  in  dispute  are  not  difficult  of  settlement; 
that  I  thought  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  settling 
the  question  of  the  Creole;  and  on  that  point  I  should 


ratlier  have  supposed  that  I  was  entitled  to  some  lit- 
tle lorbearanee  from  the  gentleman  for  my  forbear- 
ance. I  said  furt!:er,  that  the  Caroline  ease  could 
be  settled  without  ranch  difficulty;  and,  after  what 
the  gentleman  said  last  summer  on  that  case  I  think 
I  am  still  more  entitled  to  the  credit  of  forbearance. 
I  said,  too,  that  I  did  not  know  much  about  the  Ore-^ 
gon  question,  but  believed,  from  what  I  did  know- 
that  that  question  could  be  adjusted  without  difficul' 
ty.  And  I  said,  lastly,  that  the  demand  for  the  exer- 
cise of  a  right  of  search  must  be  abandoned.] 

Mr.  Adams.  Well,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  again 
had  his  say:  he  now  takes  back  what  I  understood 
him  to  advance,  which  was,  that  on  all  the  five  points 
in  dispute  Great  Britain  was  the  aggressor,  and  that 
it  was  our  duty  to  yield  nothing.  I  appeal  not  to  the 
gentleman,  but  to  the  conscience  of  every  member 
of  this  committee,  and  to  their  common  sense,  to  de- 
cide whether  that  was  not  what  the  gentleman  did 
say.  If  he  chooses  now  to  recant  it  all,  let  him  do  it. 

[Mr.  Ingersoll.  1  do  not  choose  to  recant  any 
thing.  Although,  as  usual,  the  gentleman  chooses  to 
indulge  his  passion,  and  play  the  termagant  when- 
ever any  thing  is  said  which  does  not  happen  to  suit 
his  own  senile  notions.] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  For  a  rebuker  of  a  little 
transient  intemperance  of  feeling,  I  think  the  gentle- 
man himself  seems  a  little  excited.  [A  laugh.]  The 
gentleman  is  mistaken  if  he  thinks  I  was  actuated  in 
what  I  said  by  any  feeling  unfriendly  to  him.  That 
what  I  said,  and  that  what  I  shall  yet  say,  is  "senile" 
I  admit;  for  I  am  much  older  than,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  am  very  conscious  of  the  infir:nities 
which  that  advanced  age  has  brought  upon  me.  I 
refer  it  to  the  gentleman's  conscience  to  decide  whe- 
ther such  allusions  are  made  in  a  moderate  and  a 
kind  temper,  or  are  very  likely  to  restore  good  feel- 
ing if  it  has  for  a  moment  been  lost.  I  say  again,  and 
I  appeal  not  to  the  gentleman,  but  to  the  conscience 
of  all  who  hear  me  il  it  is  not  so,  that  the  gentle- 
man said  that  on  every  one  of  the  five  points  in  con- 
troversy Great  Britain  was  the  aggressor;  and  whe- 
ther his  advice  to  the  British  negotiator,  in  order  to 
gain  an  earldom,  was  to  yield  up  every  point;  and 
that  we  ought  not  to  concede  one  title  on  any  one  of 
the  points.  And  now  the  gentleman  says  he  does  not 
choose  to  recant.  There  was  perhaps  one  slio-ht 
qualification  in  the  Creole  case.  Then  I  think  the 
gentleman  added,  in  his  usual  mode  [here  Mr.  Adams 
imitated  very  closely  the  tones  of  Mr.  I.vgersoll's 
voice, and  his  pecidiar  manner  while  quotina:  Ijjs  lan- 
guage.    In  the  laugh  produced  bj'  inis,  the  closing 

words  were  lost  to  the  reporter  save  this "as  wc 

say."]  Thus  far  I  am  willing  to  admit  his  explana 
tion.  I  was  happy  to  hear  that  the  gentleman  in 
the  midst  of  his  supererogatory  display  of  valor  did 
seem  to  feel  that  this  was  rather  a  tender  place,  and 
that  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  get  over  it  as  soon 
as  he  could.  He  certainly  did  add,  in  a  lower  and  a 
somewhat  subdued  tone,  "as  we  say." 

The  gentleman  has  gone  through  such  a  range  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  the  condition  of  the 
world,  and  has  altogether  made  us  a  discourse  quite 
equal  to  "the  admirable  Criehton,"  who  made 
speeches  off  hand  on  all  sorts  of  subjects  that  were 
proposed  to  him,  that  really  I  feel  myself  unprepar- 
ed to  -Bieet  him  on  a  great  many  of  the  points  he 
made:  for  indeed  I  can  find  not  a  point  in  all  his 
speech  which  bears  at  all  upon  his  own  motion. 
What  has  the  question  about  burning  London  or 
burning  New  Yo^'k  to  do  with  our  sending  a  full 
minister  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  or  Berlin?  But'X 
do  say  that  the  whole  'course  of  his  argument  seem- 
ed to  me,  under  a  profession  of  giving  to  us  and  to 
the  British  envoy  a  perfect  solution  of  all  the  dispu- 
ted questions  between  this  country  and  England,  to 
be  aimed,  throughout,  at  driving  us  into  a  v^ar,  and 
preventing  the  present  administration  from  settling 
our  controversy  with  Great  Britain.  What  was  the 
tenor  of  his  argument' 

He  began  by  saying  that  he  was  for  peace — for 
universal  peace.  Then  followed  a  most  learned  dis- 
sertation to  prove  that  it  was  an  entire  mistake  to 
suppose  that  we  are  not  now  prepared  for  war,  and 
to  demonstrate  that  a  nation  which  goes  into  a  war 
unprepared  will  infallibly  conquer;  that  it  must  bo 
so,  that  every  unarmed  and  unprepared  nation  al- 
vi-ays  had  conquered  its  armed  opposers.  No;  we 
are  not  unprepared  for  war;  not  at  all,  because  we 
have  insight  of  the  windows  of  this  eopitol  two  ar- 
med steamers;  one  of  them,  as  I  am  informed,  near- 
ly disabled,  so  that  she  will  need  in  a  great  measure 
to  be  rebuilt.  So  that,  in  case  of  immediate  hostili- 
jes,  we  have  one  entire  steamer,  and  with  that  we 
H-e  to  burn  London;  and  though  the  gentleman  rea- 
lily  admitted  that  it  was  possible,  nay,  very  proba- 
ble, that  New  Ifork  would  be  burned  too,  yet  as  Lon- 
don was  two  or  three  times  as  large,  we  should  have 
a  great  balance  of  burning  on  our  side.  Yes;  we 
were  to  conquer  Great  Britain  and  burn  London, and 
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that  it  would  be  a  very  cheap  price  for  all  this  to 
have  the  city  of  New  Yorif  burnt  in  turn,  or  burnt 
first.     And  this  was  an  argument  for  peace. 

What  else  did  the  gentleman  say?  (and  what  did 
he  not  say?)  He  made  a  creat  argument  in  relation 
to  the  right  of  search.  Oh  that— that  was  a  point 
never  to  he  surrendered.  Never!  No  right  of  search 
existed,  not  even  in  time  of  war,  and  none  in  time 
of  peace.  Well,  I  do  agree  with  the  gentleman, 
partially,  on  that  one  point,  so  far  as  to  believe  that 
there  is  no  need  of  our  coming  to  an  issue  with 
Great  Britain  on  that  point — and  we  have  not  as  yet. 
After  reading,  as  I  have  done,  and  carefully  examin- 
ing, the  papers  put  forth  on  both  sides,  I  asked  my- 
self, what  is  the  question  between  us?  and  I  have 
heard  men  of  the  very  first  intelligence  say  that  they 
found  themselves  in  t)ie  very  same  situation.  The 
gentleman  was  guilty  of  a  total  misrepresentation  of 
the  demand  of  Great  Britain  in  the  matter.  She  has 
never  claimed  the  right  to  search  American  vessels, 
no  such  thing;  on  the  contrary,  she  has  explicitly 
disclaimed  any  such  pretension,  and  that  to  the 
whole  extent  we  can  possibly  demand.  What  is  it 
we  do  demand?  Not  that  Great  Britam  should  dis- 
claim the  right  to  search  American  vessels,  but  we 
deny  to  her  the  right  to  visit  and  to  board  pirates 
who  hoist  the  American  flag;  yes,  and  to  search  Bri- 
tish vessels,  too,  that  have  been  declared  to  be  pi- 
rates by  the  laws  of  nations — pirates  by  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain — pirates  by  the  laws  of  the  U.  States. 
Now,  it  happens  that  behind  all  this  exceeding  great 
zeal  against  the  right  of  search  is  a  question  which 
the  gentleman  took  care  not  to  bring  into  view— and 
that  is,  the  support  and  perj)etuation  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  That  is  the  real  question  between  the 
ministers  of  America  and  Great  Britain — whether! 
slave  traders,  pirates,  by  merely  hoisting  the  Ameri-  i 
can  flag,  shall  be  saved  from  capture.  [ 

i  say  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an  exemption  from  | 
the  right  of  search  by  the  laws  of  nations:  and  I 
challenge  aii.3  defy  fte  gentleman  to  produce  the  i 
proof.  "The  right,  in  time  of  war,  we  never  have  j 
denied.  Nay,  we  have  ourselves  exercised  the  right:  | 
and  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  have  sustain- 1 
ed  us  in  doing  so:  and  we  should  have  a  bad  chance  | 
indeed  with  Great  Britain  were  it  otherwise.  What 
is  the  right  of  search  in  time  of  peace?  And  how  [ 
has  congress,  and  how  has  the  American  govern- 
ment, felt  on  that  subject'  In  1817,  when  I  was 
abO'Jl!  to  return  from  England  to  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Wilberforcc,  then  a  member  of  the  British  par- 
liament, very  celebrated  for  his  long  and  persever-  [ 
ing  exertions  to  suppress  the  African  slave  trade, ! 
wrote  me  a  note  requesting  an  interview.  I  acceded  | 
promptly  to  his  request:  and  in  conversation  he  stat- 
ed to  me  that  the  British  government  had  found  that,  I 
without  a  mutual  right  of  search  between  this  coun- 
try and  that  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  carry  through  the  system  she  had  formed 
in  connexion  with  the  United  States  for  the  suppres-  j 
sion  of  that  infamous  traffic.  I  had  then  just  signed  i 
■with  my  own  hand  a  treaty  declaring  "the  traffic  in 
slaves"  (not  "the  African  slave  trade")  "unjust  and 
inhuman,"  and  in  which  both  nations  engaged  to  do  | 
aJ!  in  their  power  to  suppress  it.  Mr.  Wilberforce  I 
inquired  of  me  whether  1  thought  that  a  proposal  for 
a  mutual,  restricted,  qualified  right  of  search,  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  American  government' 

I  had  at  that  moment  a  feeling  to  the  full  as  strong 
against  the  right  of  search,  as  it  had  then  been  ex- 
ercised by  British  cruisers,  as  ever  the  gentleman  I 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ingersoll)  had  in  all  his  life,  j 
I  had  been  myself  somewhat  involved  in  the  ques- | 
tion  as  a  public  man.  It  constituted  one  of  the 
grounds'  of  my  unfortunate  difference  from  those 
with  whom  I  had  long  been  politically  associated; ! 
and  it  was  for  the  exertions  I  had  made  against  the  j 
admission  of  that  right  that  I  forfeited  my  place  in  I 
the  other  end  of  the  capitol;  and,  which  was  infi-  | 
nilely  more  painful  to  pe,  for  this  I  had  differed  I 
with  men  long  dear  to  me,  and  to  whom  I  had  also 
been  dear,  insomuch  that  for  a  time  it  interrupted 
all  friendly  relations  between  us.  The  first  thing  I 
said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  was:  "No;  you 
may  as  well  save  yourselves  the  trouble  of  making 
any  proposals  on  that  subject;  my  countrymen,  I  am 
Tery  sure,  neverwill  asscntto  any  such  arrangement." 
He  then  entered  into  an  argument,  the  full  force  of 
which  I  felt,  when  I  said  to  him:  "You  may,  if  you 
think  proper,  make  the  proposal;  but  I  think  some 
other  mode  of  getting  over  the  difficulty  must  bo  re- 
sorted to;  for  the  prejudices  of  my  country  are  so 
immovably  strong  on  that  point  that'l  do  not  believe 
they  ever  will  assent."  I  returned  home,  and  held 
the  situation  of  secretary  of  state  under  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  was  the  medium 
through  which  the  proposals  of  the  British  govern- 
ment was  afterwards  made.  1  resisted  and  opposed 
it  in  the  cabinet  with  all  my  power,  and,  thougli  not 
a  slaveholder  myself,  I  had  to   resist  the  slavehold- 


ing  members  of  the  cabinet,  as  well  as  Mr.  Monroe 
himself,  for  they  were  all  inclined  to  concede  the 
right.  I  maintained  my  ground  as  long  as  1  could; 
for  there  was  at  that  time  a  strong  inclination  in 
congress  also  to  assent  to  the  proposal.  Not  a  ses- 
sion passed  but  there  was  a  proposition  to  request 
the  president  to  negotiate  for  concession  of  this  right 
of  search.  I  resisted  it  to  the  utmost;  and  in  pri- 
vate company  words  passed  between  myself  and  a 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia  of  so  warm  a 
kind,  that  he  thought  it  proper  to  allude  to  them  in  a 
letter  to  his  constituents,  in  which  he  opposed  my 
election  to  the  presidency;  and  one  of  the  grounds 
taken  against  me  at  that  election  was,  that  I  was  a 
determined  enemy  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade;  and  an  elaborate  argument  was  made  in  sup- 
port of  that  charge,  in  which  reference  was  had  to 
my  votes  on  this  question  of  a  qualified  right  of 
search.  I  state  this  that  I  may  set  myself  right  on 
this  subject.  A  gentleman  who  was  at  that  time  the 
leader  of  one  of  the  parties  in  tliis  house  had  endea- 
vored, from  year  to  year,  to  prevail  with  the  house 
to  require  of  the  president  a  concession  of  the  right 
asked:  1  name  him  to  honor  him;  forhe  was  one  of 
the  most  talented,  laborious,  eloquent,  and  useful 
men  upon  this  floor.  I  allude  to  Charles  Fenton 
Mercer,  of  Virgmia.  Session  after  session  he  brought 
forward  his  resolution;  and  he  continued  to  press  it 
until,  finally,  in  1833,  he  brought  the  house,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  to  vote  their  assent  to  it;  and,  strange  to 
say,  there  were  but  nine  votes  against  it.  The  same 
thing  took  place  in  the  other  house;  the  joint  resolu- 
tion went  to  the  president,  and  he,  accordingly,  en- 
tered into  the  negotiation.  It  was  utterly  against  my 
judgment  and  wishes;  but  I  was  obliged  to  submit, 
and  I  prepared  the  requisite  despatches  to  Mr.  Rush, 
then  our  minister  at  the  court  of  London.  When 
he  made  his  proposal  to  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Canning's 
reply  was,  "Draw  up  your  convention,  and  I  will 
sign  it."  Mr.  Rush  did' so;  and  Mr.  Canning,  with- 
out the  slightest  alteration  whatever,  without  vary- 
ing the  dot  of  an  i,  or  the  crossing  of  a  t,  did  affix  to 
it  his  signature;  thus  assenting  to  our  own  terms,  in 
our  own  language.  The  convention  came  back  here 
for  ratification;  but,  in  the  mean  while,  another 
spirit  came  over  the  feelings  of  this  house  as  well  as 
of  tile  senate;  a  party  had  been  formed  against  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Monroe;  the  course  of  the 
administration  was  no  longer  favored,  and  the  house 
came  out  in  opposition  to  a  convention  drawn  in  con- 
formity to  its  own  previous  views.  In  the  senate, ' 
however,  all  that  could  be  got  was  the  modification 
of  one  article.  The  senate  ratified  the  treaty,  giving 
the  right  of  search,  in  the  fullest  manner,  to  Great! 
Britain,  with  the  exception,  I  think,  of  one  article, 
which  extended  the  right  to  the  coast  of  the  United 
States;  that  was  rejected.  I 

[Mr.  Ingersoll.  There  were  three  articles  nega- 1 
tived;  the  second  article  was  rejected,  and  some! 
words  altered  in  the  third]. 

1  cannot  say  as  to  a  word  or  two,  and  I  am  willing ' 
to  take  the  gentleman's  statement  as  correct.  Of  one! 
thing  I  am  sure;  no  exception  was  taken  to  the  right  f 
of  search;  that  was  conceded  fully.  In  consequence 
of  these  alterations,  further  negotiation  became  ne-' 
eessary,  and,  finally,  the  treaty  was  not  ratified.  But, 
as  to  the  right  of  search,  in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul, 
I  say  it  was  conceded  by  all  the  authorities  of  this 
nation.  I  sa>  this,  because  I  am  not  now  for  conced- 
ing it.  I  hope  the  negotiations  now  about  to  take 
place  may  be  carried  on  without  any  such  conces- 
sion. There  has  been  blustering  and  bullying  far 
more  than  in  my  opinion  was  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  no  issue  has  yet  been  come  to,  and  far  less 
have  we  come  to  war  about  it. 

In  this  very  pamphlet,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  spoken  with  so  much  honor,  (and  I 
shall  treat  it  with  honor,  too,  as  having  proceeded 
from  a  public  minister  of  the  United  Stales  at  one  of 
the  most  important  courts  of  Europe),  there  is  a  pro- 
position made  which  I  do  not  say  we  ought  to  con- 
cede. As  a  political  question,  involving  the  peace  of 
two  great  countries,  and  the  suppression  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  (for  which  I  could  bring  myself  to 
almost  any  concession),  it  might  have  strong  claims 
to  consideration;  but,  as  a  politician,  as  a  statesman, 
as  a  negotiator,  I  doubt  if  this  expedient  of  General 
Cass  he  not  even  more  objectionable  than  the  right 
of  search  itself. 

The  proposal  is  that  the  cruising  vessels  of  either 
nation  should  have  on  board  a  naval  officer  (a  lieu- 
tenant I  suppose)  belonging  to  the  other,  and  that  he 
shall  make  the  requisite  search  in  person.  This  is 
held  forth  by  way  of  compromise  between  the  two 
parlies,  and  as  a  mode  of  avoiding  the  difficulties 
which  emb:irrass  the  question.  I  will  not  say  that  if 
the  negotiation  shall  concentrate  on  this,  as  the  only 
practicable  expedient,  it  should  be  rejected;  but  I  wiil 
say  this:  If  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  or  Ihe  ! 
senate,  or  this  house  shall  be  so  pressed  as  to  concede 


that,  very  little  ground  will  be  left  them  for  refusing 
the  right  of  search  as  heretofore  proposed. 

But  as  to  this  question  itself  of  the  right  of  search, 
when  before  was  the  question  made  a  matter  of  such 
infinite  importance?  When,  in  the  history  of  this  na- 
tion, was  the  pretension  raised  that  no  such  right  ex- 
isted on  the  high  seas?  I  will  ask  the  clerk  to  read 
the  54th  section,  I  think  it  is,  of  the  collection  law  of 
the  United  States,  passed,  I  believe,  in  1798  or  '99. 

[While  the  clerk  was  searching  for  the  act  refer- 
red to — 

Mr.  Ingersoll  stated  that  although  there  was  a 
majority  in  the  senate  for  the  ratification  of  the  trea- 
ty which  Mr.  A.  had  referred  to,  there  had  been  a 
large  minority  opposed  to  it  throughout. 

Mr.  Stanlt  and  Mr.  I.  had  here  some  passes, 
which  were  very  much  enjoyed,  as  it  seemed,  by  the 
members  around  them,  but  which  were  unfortunate- 
ly lost  to  the  reporter,  who  loves  genuine  wit  as  well 
as  any  man]. 

■    The  law  was  at  length  found,  and  the  section  read 
at  the  clerk's  table;  and  Mr.  Adams  proceeded. 

The  point,  said  Mr.  A.  for  which  I  have  cited  thiy 
act  is,  that  it  is  here  assumed  that  upon  the  high  seas, 
at  four  leagues  distance  from  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  you  possess  and  may  freely  exercise  the  right 
of  search.  This  is  assumed  in  your  revenue  law; 
and,  either  by  your  revenue  cutlers  or  your  vessels 
of  war,  you  may  search  any  vessel  of  any  nation  ap- 
proaching within  four  leagues  of  your  coast.  Look 
to  your  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  you  find  the  same  thing.  You  exercise  that  right 
now.  If  a  British  vessel  freighted  with  slaves  should 
come  to-morrow  within  four  leagues  of  any  point  of 
the  coast,  your  vessels  may  search  her,  and  bring  her 
in  for  adjudication;  and  all  the  slaves  on  board  of  her 
would,  on  their  coming  on  shore,  at  once  be  free. — 
Now,  if  this  be  so,  what  becomes  of  the  doctrine  that 
upon  the  high  seas  the  right  of  search  does  not  exist 
to  all?  If,  indeed,  the  question  should  he  whether  the 
right  should  not  be  refused  to  be  extended  beyond 
the  distance  of  four  leagues,  and  such  an  article 
should  be  inserted  in  the  convention,  it  would  be  ef- 
fective, and  no  objection  whatever  could  be  made  to 
it.  Give  Great  Britain  this  right  of  search  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  what  would 
become  of  the  question  about  the  "rights  of  nations?" 
The  position  is  false.  No  such  right  exists  between 
nations,  that  they  shall  be  exempted  from  the  right 
of  search  in  time  of  peace.  The  only  authority  for 
such  a  position  is  a  declaration  of  sir  William  Scott, 
in  the  ease  of  a  French  vessel  called  the  Louis;  but 
even  that  solitary  declaration  was  made  hypotheti- 
caily  and  extrajudicially;  it  wasa  mere  dictum  of  that 
distinguished  man,  and  not  delivered  in  a  case  which 
he  was  called  to  decide:  while,  at  the  same  time, 
there  is  another  declaration  of  sir  William  Grant,  an 
authority  fully  equal  to  that  of  sir  William  Scott,  di- 
rectly to  the  contrary.  And  this  is  the  gentleman's 
authority  from  the  law  of  nations. 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  say,  in  reference  to  the 
decisions  of  sir  William  Scott,  that  in  cases  where 
the  West  India  slaves  are  concerned  his  decisions  in 
regard  to  the  right  of  search  are  very  different  from 
those  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  making  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  French  revolution.  He  was  then  a  per- 
fect scourge  to  our  merchants.  He  extended  his  con- 
struction of  the  law  even  to  vessels  under  convoy. — 
But,  as  soon  as  the  peace  took  place,  and  the  West 
India  planters'  interest  was  concerned,  his  decisions 
were  very  greatly  clianged.  I  say  this  with  no  pur- 
pose of  reflecting  on  tlie  memory  of  that  able  and  up- 
right judge:  a  man  with  whom  I  formerly  had  the 
happiness  to  be  personally  acquainted,  as  I  had  with 
his  father  before  him.  He  was  a  highly  amiable  man 
in  private  life,  and  in  conversation  one  of  the  most 
charming  of  companions.  Yet,  truth  demands  from 
me  the  declai-ation,  that,  while  all  were  revolted  by 
his  decisions  on  the  bench  during  the  war,  I  have  my- 
self been  quite  as  much  so  by  those  made  since  the 
war  in  cases  of  West  India  slaves.  In  some  cases  he 
has  gone  even  beyond  Ihe  severity  of  the  laws  of  our 
own  southern  states;  for  in  one  case  he  decided  that 
a  slave  who  had  once  become  free  by  having  landed 
in  England,  if  he  returned  to  his  former  master  re- 
turned at  the  same  time  to  his  bondage  as  a  slave — 
which  is  a  step  further  than  the  slaveholders  of  our 
country  have  ever  yet  gone.  All  his  decisions,  how- 
ever, have  since  been  annulled — nullified  ("I  do  not 
like  Ihe  word,  but  it  is  here  appropriate)  by  the  uni- 
versal emancipation  proclaimed  by  Creat  Britain  in 
all  her  West  India  colonies.  The  decision  of  sir 
William  Scott  is,  therefore,  no  authority:  and  I  say 
that  there  exists  none  other  for  the  gentleman's  posi- 
tion about  the  law  of  nations.  Yet,  in  all  the  discus- 
sions I  have  seen  npon  the  subject,  this  opinion  in  Iho 
case  of  the  Louis  is  the  eternal  burden  of  the  song; 
while  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  of  the  opposite  opi- 
nion of  sir  William  Grant,  a  judicial  authority  of  at 
least  as  much  weight. 
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Whot  have  T  brouGiht  this  question  before  the  com- 
mittee for  in  tiiis  form?  And  why  have  I  quoted  the 
revenue  law?  To  show  that  there  is  no  ground  what- 
ever for  this  attempt  to  blow  up  a  flame  about  the 
right  of  search;  for  declaring  that  this  is  a  question  ne- 
ver, never  to  be  given  up,  and  to  make  it  the  burden 
of  a  jiacific  irnr  speech.     [A  laugh]. 

I  do  apprehend  that  the  noble  negotiator,  to  whose 
character  and  merits  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia has  paid  a  just  and  very  honorable  tribute,  and 
who  to  me  is  an  acquaintance  of  nearly  half  a  centu- 
ry's standing,  whom  1  formerly  knew  asayoung  man 
of  distinguished  ability  then  scarcely  of  age,  as  I  had 
known  his  father  with  whom  I  was  on  the  most 
friendly  footing — I  apprehend,  I  say,  that  the  British 
minister  will  not  take  his  instructions  from  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  If  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  that  gentleman  is  the  only  mode  of 
settling  the  delicate  and  diflicult  questions  subsisting 
between  the  twcgovernmenls,!  think  he  will  not  take  I 
it.  If,  indeed,  I  could  believe  that  the  only  alterna- 
tive between  taking  this  advice  to  acknowledge  at 
once  that  his  country  has  been  the  aggressor  on  every  j 
one  of  the  disputed  points,  and  yield  every  thing  that  ^ 
is  demanded  on  every  one  of  these  questions,  and  a  | 
desolating  bloody  war,  however  light  such  a  war  may 
appear  in  the  gentleman's  eyes,  (which  he  protests  it' 
does  not,  but  which  all  his  arguments  show  that  it; 
does),  why  then  I  should  despair  and  go  home  and  ' 
.die,  if  I  could.  For  the  gentleman  may  make  as  light 
of  it  as  he  pleases,  this  is  no  light  question  with  me. 
Should  the  resort  eventually  he  to  war,  I  certainly  | 
have  as  little  personal  interest  in  it  as  any  human  he-  i 
ing,  for  my  career,  at  all  events,  must  soon  close;  ■ 
■whatever  calamities  may  grow  out  of  it  either  to  this 
country  or  to  other  countries,  (and  I  have  learned  to 
feel  that  all  my  sympathies  ought  not  to  be  absorbed 
in  one,  however  dear),  I  can  have  no  interest  in 
them,  Ipoking  to  myself  alone.  To  be  sure,  as  to  that 
amiable  little  process  of  the  burning  of  London  and 
New  York,  what  interest  other  gentlemen  may  feel 
in  it  I  cannot  pretend  to  say — and  there  is  matiy  a 
man  in  this  house  who  has  a  far  deeper  interest  in  it 
than  I  have  or  can  have;  but  this  I  will  say,  if  there 
is  a  man  in  this  house  who  could  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  with  that  cold  indifference  which 
animated  his  entire  speech,  (if  indiHcrence  can  be 
said  to  animate  any  thing),  put  the  case  of  the  burn- 
ing of  the  city  of  London  as  a  revenge  for  the  previ- 
ous burning  of  the  city  of  New  York,  without  feeling 
a  thrill  of  horror,  I  should  wish  to  have  little  further 
intercourse  with  that  man.  The  burning  of  London! 
and  the  hope  of  that  is  to  be  a  motive  for  our  assum- 
ing such  an  attitude  and  pursuing  such  a  course  as 
must  infallibly  bring  us  into  a  war!  Would  it  much 
comfort  the  three  hundred  thousand  men,  women  and 
children  who  would  be  turned  homeless  in  the  world 
by  the  burning  of  New  York  to  know  that  London, 
■with  a  population  four  times  as  great,  was  to  burn  j 
too.'  A  tiend  could  hardly  bring  his  mind  to  contem- 
plate such  a  thought  without  horror.  Would  it  be 
nothing  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  nothing  to 
the  civilized  world,  nothing  to  the  human  race,  that 
two  such  cities  were  swept  from  the  face  of  the 
earth?  Yet  the  gentleman  very  coolly  spoke  of  such 
consummation  as  by  no  means  impossible  or  impro- ' 
bable — he  admitted  that,  in  the  event  of  a  v/ar,  this 
might  be  one  of  the  results.  j 

[Mr.  Ingehsoll.  What  I  said  was,  that  a  distin- 
guished naval  officer  had  assured  me  that  it  would  be 
just  as  easy  for  to  burn  London  as  for  the  British  to 
burn  New  York.] 

Well:  and  that  was  stated  as  an  argument  why  we 
ought  to  take  such  a  stand  with  Great  Britain  as 
■would  bring  us  into  war  with  her.  1  suppose  the  na- 
val officer  who  said  this  v.'as  himself  eager  for  the  dis- 
tinction of  such  a  deed — and  distinguished  he  assured- 
ly would  be. 

[Mr.  Ingehsoll.  Yes,  he  was;  and  he  declared 
that  he  would  do  it.] 

Mr.  A.  resumed.  I  remember  that  one  of  our  most 
celebrated  naval  officers  once  gave  this  toast:  "our 
country;  may  she  be  always  right;  but,  whether  right 
or  wrong,  may  she  always  be  successful."  This 
might  be  a  very  good  to-ast  for  an  officer  of  the  navy. 
Military  men,  I  admit,  are  not  bound  to  enter  into 
the  moral  questions  which  may  arise  between  nations; 
by  their  commissions  they  are  bound  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  their  country  is  in  the  right,  when  those 
departments  of  their  government  to  whom  the  right 
of  judging  is  consigned  have  so  determined.  The 
question  of  right  and  wrong  in  war  is  a  question  for 
such  an  assembly  as  this,  not  for  the  deck  of  a  man- 
of-war.  I  do  not  therefore  disapprove  of  the  toast 
as  one  to  be  taken  by  a  naval  officer;  but,  as  a  mo- 
ral question,  to  be  decided  by  a  vote  in  this  house 
within  two  months'  time  from  this  day,  I  never 
would  adopt  the  sentiment.  I  would  rather  say, 
"our  country:  may  she  always  be  successful;  but, 
whether  successful  or  not,  may  she  always  be  in  the 


right."  Th'St  is  the  sentiment  which  I  think  every  I 
man  should  bring  home  to  his  heart  on  questions  so  I 
weighty  and  so  delicate  as  those  involved  in  our  pre- 
sent relations  with  Great  Britain,  if  war  we  must 
have,  oh  let  us  have  it  for  the  right;  and  let  us  not 
expect  the  God  of  battles  to  give  success  when  we 
are  in  the  wrong. 

I  hope  that  the   idea  of  our  defenceless  state,  of 
which  the  gentleman  seemed  to   make  so  light,  as 
being   of  little    consequence,  and    as   presenting   no 
obstacle  to  our  going  to  war,  because,  if  the  British 
burn  New  York  we  can  burn  London,  will    be  very 
differently  viewed    by    this   house,    and    that   argu- 
ments of  such  a  description  will  have  no  weight  here. 
Still  less  ought  another  argument  which  that  gen- 
tleman presented  to  our  consideration.     He  said  that 
in  reference  to  the  threats  by  Great  Britain  to  raise 
the  flag  of  emancipation  in  our  southern  states,  that, 
too,  was  a  thing  to  be  made  liilit  of,  because  Great  j 
Britain  herself  was  in  a  condition  so  precarious  that  [ 
her  own  people  were  as  likely  to  overturn  her  govern^: 
ment  as  it  was  to  injure  us  at  the  south.  [ 

I  will  not  meet  the  gentleman  on  that  question.  I  [ 
believe  that  Groat  Britain,  like  all  the  other  powers  j 
of  Europe,  and  more  especially  France,  (to  whom 
we  are  advised  to  look  as  our  chief  reliance),  is  in  a 
most  precarious  situation.  I  believe  that  they  are 
all  in  danger  of  a  tremendous  revolution;  and  none 
so  much  as  that  very  France.  I  must  say  here  (and  i 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  very  acceptable  to  | 
this  house)  that  if  it  he  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  j 
Pennsylvania  intimates,  that  the  interference  of  our  ! 
minister  in  France,  by  the  publication  of  the  pamph- 
let on  which  he  bestowed  so  high  praise,  was  the  oc- 
casion of  the  refusal  by  France  to  ratify  the  quintu- 
ple treaty,  I  do  not  hold  that  proceeding  in  as  much 
admiration  as  the  gentleman  does;  it  comes  too  near 
success  in  doing  wrong.  Her  minister  had  signed  that 
treaty,  and  the  refusal  (o  ratify  it  was  not  based  in 
the  refusal  by  France  of  the  right  of  search,  for  that 
right  she  had  already  granted  tjy  other  and  indepen- 
dent treaties  now  in  force.  She  is  bound  already 
on  that  subject.  And  I  say  that,  for  the  sake  of  the 
moral  principles  which  govern  the  intercourse  and 
conduct  of  nations,  France  owes  an  explanation  to 
the  world  of  her  refusal  to  ratify  that  treaty.  If  it 
be  true  that  General  Ca^s  has  effected  this  result,  I, 
for  one,  do  not  thank  him  for  it.  Not  only  because 
he  has  persuaded  France  to  break  her  faith  and  put 
herself  in  the  wrong  in  the  future  controversies 
which  may  arise  between  her  and  the  other  parties 
to  that  treaty,  but  also  because  it  looks  like  an 
intermeddling  with  the  political  affairs  of  Europe: 
it  has  the  aspect  of  engaging  us  in  entangling  al- 
liances with  foreign  nations,  the  very  evil  again.st 
which  the  venerable  Washington  and  the  venerable 
Jefferson  both  so  emphatically  warned  their  country- 
men. 

In  Washington's  Farewell  Address  (a  paper  which 
had  lately  been  read  in  that  hall,  and  which  ought 
always  to  be  read  and  heard  with  the  deepest  reve- 
rence) there  is  a  paragraph  expressly  devoted  to  that 
subject.  And  Mr.  Jefferson  made  it  a  sort  of  politi- 
cal motto,  to  have  "peace,  friendship,  and  commer- 
cial relations  with  all  nations,  but  entangling  alli- 
ances with  none."  Such  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
United  States  from  that  time  to  this.  And  I  must 
say  that  the  pamphlet  which  v/as  put  forth  by  our 
minister  (of  which  he  did  me  the  honor  to  send  me 
a  copy,  and  which  I  have  read  with  the  most  pro- 
found attention)  has  suggested  to  me  the  question  as 
to  the  prudence  and  expediency  of  thus  making  us 
in  any  sort  parties  to  the  wars  which  are  ahead. 
And  I  here  ask  this  house  and  the  country  to  believe 
that  if  the  refusal  of  France  to  ratify  the  quintuple 
treaty  shall  be  persevered  in,  which  I  can  scarcely 
believe  possible),  that  the  right  of  search  has  not 
any  part  in  the  wars  which  may  follow,  and  in  which 
we  are  in  some  danger  of  becoming  entangled.  That, 
I  say,  will  form  no  part  in  such  wars.  It  is  no  ques- 
tion between  France  and  the  four  powers.  France 
has  conceded  it.  It  is  her  bad  faith  m  refusing  the 
ratification  that  is  more  likely  than  any  thing  else  to 
embroil  her  v/ith  those  powers,  just  as  it  happened 
in  what  was  called  the  Syrian  question.  She  was 
then  on  the  very  verge  of  a  war,  when  she  found, 
before  she  was  aware  of  it,  that  the  fleets  and  arms 
of  Great  Britain  had  settled  the  question  for  her;  and 
she  then,  for  the  first  time,  gave  back  and  signed  the 
league. 

And  what  will  be  our  condition  if,  in  consequence 
of  the  intrigues  of  our  minister,  we  are  involved  in 
a  European  war  on  the  hollow  pretence  of  this  right 
of  search?  There  is  in  the  French  house  of  depu- 
ties, which  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  says 
was  influenced  by  General  Cass  in  its  refusal  to  rati- 
fy, an  interest  whose  constant  aim  is  to  overthrow 
the  dynasty  of  Louis  Philippe,  and  destroy  every 
remnant  of  it:  a  parly  who  are  much  more  bitterly 
opposed  to  him  than  any  portion  of  either  house  of 


congress  is  opposed  either  In  Martin  Van  Buren  or 
to  Ji))m  Tyler.  They  would  anniliilalc  his  family, 
root  and  branch,  and  forever  abolish  the  monarchi- 
cal pov/er  he  holds.  I  will  not  enter  upon  the  ques- 
tionby  whalauthority  Louis  Philippe  holds  his  throne: 
it  is  not  a  question  for  tliis  place  or  for  this  time:  but 
I  will  say  that  France  and  her  representative  body 
have  that  question  clutched  between  the  parties 
which  there  prevail;  and  that,  in  this  coming  war 
which  it  seems  this  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Cass  is  to  kin- 
dle up,  I  would  not  give  a  picayune  for  his  cjown. 
And  this  is  the  state  of  things  in  which  we  are  invit- 
ed to  go  to  war  with  France  for  our  ally! 

[Mr.  In'gersoll.  The  vote  in  the  chamber  was 
nearly  unanimous.] 

Very  well;  that  makes  no  difference.  I  am  show- 
ing that  what  the  party  which  refuses  the  ratification 
are  after  is  not  the  rigtit  of  search.  They  may  throv/^ 
dust  in  the  Mr.  Cass's  eyes,  and  make  liim  believe 
that  it  is;  but  that  is  not  the  question,  I  repeat,  be- 
tween France  and  the  allies;  nor  was  it  the  question 
in  the  chamber  of  deputies.  The  gentleman  says 
the  vote  was  nearly  unanimous;  but  we  know  what 
that  often  means,  viz:  that  nobody  votes  against  a 
thing.  But  there  was  no  uppel  nominal,  (as  they 
call  it),  no  polling  of  the  chamber.  M.  Guizot  saw 
the  flame  that  was  spreading,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
politic  to  oppose  it.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
vote,  be  assured  that  France  never  will  go  to  war  on 
the  question  of  the  right  of  search.  And  suppose 
we  have  her  assistance,  pray  for  what  avail  v/ill  it 
be  to  us  in  a  naval  war  with  Great  Britain,  when 
France  herself  will  be  torn  to  pieces  with  the  armies 
of  Russia  and  Prussia  marching  on  Paris?  When 
she  refused  the  other  league,  she  found  herself  in 
such  circumstances  of  danger  that  she  thought  it 
necessary  to  expend  i  do  not  knovy  how  many  mil- 
lions of  francs  in  throwing  a  wall  around  Paris.  And 
now,  if  she  does  not  ratif^y  this  quintuple  treaty,  she 
may  find  herself  in  the  like  case — they  may  have  to 
put  Paris  within  walls  again,  (just  as  if  that  could 
save  them).  What  good  could  she  do  with  her  (fifty) 
steamers,  I  believe,  and  our  one,  against  the  hundred 
owned  by  Great  Britain?  One  against  a  hundred — op 
say  two.  Well,  that  is  two  per  cent.— rather  worse 
than  even  tlie  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
[A  laugh.] 

The  gentleman  has  made  a  speech  to  incite  us  to 
war  with  England,  because  we  may  count  upon  the 
aid  of  France!  And  what  good  can  France  do  us 
with  such  a  burning  mountain  in  the  midst  of  her 
own  territory?  Threatened  as  she  is  every  hour  with 
a  renewal  of  the  scenes  of  her  revolution,  when  the 
Chouaas,  as  they  were  called,  went  roaming  and 
ranging  through  the  country  burning  and  slaying — 
I'ifling  churches  and  breaking  open  nunneries,  and 
tying  the  nuns  and  friars  to  drown  them,  calling  it 
"republican  marriages;"  butchering  prisoners  in  cold 
blood,  and  keeping  the  guillotine  in  play  till  the  ken- 
nels literally  ran  down  with  the  blood  of  those  whom 
they  called  aristocrats — their  nobles  and  men  of  pro- 
perty. The  sort  of  liberty  there  enjoyed  was  a  jail 
delivery  of  prisoners  to  a  mob  who  surrounded  the 
prison  doors,  and  as  the  victims  were  set  free  clove 
them  down  in  the  street.  That  is  history;  and  it  will 
be  history  again  if  the  very  danger  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  sees  should  be  realized.  And 
what  sort  of  an  ally  is  this  for  the  United  States  in  a 
war  against  England? 

What  I  say  is  of  necessity  desultory.  It  must  be 
so:  I  was  taken  entirely  b'y  surprise.  The  gentleman's 
motion  and  his  speech  were  alike  unexpected  by  me. 
,  I  had  other  topics  which  I  intended  to  touch;  but  I 
have  had  no  time  to  methodise.  [Cries  of  "go  on — 
I  go  on." 

I  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  talks  about  war 
between  us  and  Great  Britain  as  a  very  light  thing, 
and  then  gives  us  all  his  good  advice  in  order  to  pre- 
vent its  occurrence.  And  next,  for  the  instruction 
of  the  noble  negotiator  who  has  visited  our  shores, 
he  tells  him  how  certain  it  is  that  she  must  he  beaten 
because  we  are  unarmed — such  must  be  the  conse- 
quence: it  always  has  been.  Unarmed  nations  always 
have  beaten  those  that  were  armed.  It  is  natural  they 
should.  Really,  this  is  a  discovery — not  in  natural 
history,  but  in  the  history  of  war. 

If  we  are  to  have  a  war,  I  hope  that  the  negotia- 
tor ^vill  not  take  the  gentleman's  advice  so  far  as  to 
become  alarmed,  and  give  the  advice  to  his  govern- 
ment which  the  belief  of  such  positions  might  lead 
to.  I  hope  he  will  not  give  that  importance  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania — to 
whose  remarks  I  always  attach  great  importance — 
and  hope  that  the  nation  will  weigh  them  well,  and 
make  up  their  minds  as  to  the  necessity  of  prepara- 
tion. I  hope  that  lie  will  think  that  the  honorahiB 
gentleman  has  been  indulging  his  tine  i.Tiagiuation  a 
tittle;  that  he  lias  been  displaying  his  ingenuity;  that 
he  has  been  speaking  for  the  admiration  of  this  house; 
or,  if  you  please  has  been  making  a  speech  for  Bun- 
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senons  in   tliis  Vaiai;  ami    that,   on    Iho    whole,    ho    not  by  siirr 
will  conclude  to  go  on  with   the   neijutiation  ja,t  as    tlie  pracii 


ns  any  thing  to  any  b;icly.     It 
of  John    Bull   to  eniio'i.'it;  'Sols  or  cow- 


;r  the  soeechhacTnever  been  made.  [Roars  ol' laugh-  ards;"  the  titles  he  bestows  may  possibly  be  fancies 
"  ,  '  ;  of  lli3  brain,  nnworthy  the  notice  of  a  philosopher; 
But  suppose  that  tiie  negotiator,  seeing  the  speech  but,  such  as  they  are,  they  are  not  to  be  won  by  sur- 
in  the  napers,  and  very  possibly  in  pamphlets,  and  renderins.  There  is  one  name  in  British  history 
bccominn-  avvare  of  its  deep  impression  on  this  house  connected  with  surrendering,  and  it  is  that  of  Byng; 
and  this  r.ouiit'-y  should  conclude  that  war  is  proba-  ;  and  I  think  myself  ihat  the  chance  of  sharing  the  fate 
blv  to  take  place',  and  should  write  home  to  his  go- ;  of  Byng  is  much  more  likely  to  be  the  fate  of  him 
■vernment  givin"  them  an  account  of  the  gentleman's;  who  surrenders  all  his  country's  dei '-   "--"■" 


than-  the 


for  the  commit- 

^,  the  committee 

ccordingly  and   the   hour  being  late  tlie  house 

iriied.     On   motion  the  following  day  Friday, 

Mr.  .fldnins  concluded  his  reply    to  Mess;s.  Ir.gcrsoU 

and  Ifise.]  ' 
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speech:  [renewed  laughter,]  and   commending   it  to  :  possession  of  an  earldom, 
their  meditations.     We  have  had  on3  experiment  of  I      [Here  Mr.  A.  yielded  to  a  motion 
the  effect  such  a  document  may  produce  in  England.  ]  tee's  rising,  which    motion  prevailinj 
There  was,  I  believe,  a  certain  report  from   a  mem- 1  ros. 
ber  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  quite   as  i  adj 
warlike  as  the  gentleman's  speech,  and   made,  too, 
under   the   same    professsion    of  a  great   desire    for 
peace.     Well,  sir,  that   report,  through  the  agency, 
I  suppose,  of  the  British   minister  here,  went  home 
to  his  government,  and  when  it  got  to  London  it  pro- 
duced a  sort  of  combustion  of  London — not    that  it 
actually  burnt  the  city  down,  as  the  gentleman's  war- 
like  fr'iend   is  to  do,  but  it  set  the  city  in  a  flame. 
And  what  was  the  effect  of  it.'    Why,  sir,  our  min- 
ister wrote  forthwith    to  the   valiant  commander  of 
our  squadron  in   the   Rlediterranean   to  lose  no  time 
in   getting   nearer   home.     [Loud    laughter.]     Take 
my  wordlfor  it,  if  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, or  any  thing  else,  sliail  get  us  into  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  constituents  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman and  of  other  gentlemen  who  represent  our  great 
commercial  capitalists  on   this   floor  will   wish  they 
could  call  to  the  two  hundred  millions'  worth  of  their 
floating  commercial  marine  to  get  nearer  home,  too; 
but  it  will  be  tlie»  too  late. 

There  is  one  consideration  which  ougnt  to  operate 
on  this  house,  especially  on  those  who  here  repre- 
sent the  commercial  and  navigating  interests  of  this 
country;  and  that  is,  the  difference  between  the  con- 
stitutions of  England  and  this  country  in  relation  to 
the  declaration  5f  war.  If  we  go  to  war  witli  Great 
Britain,  we  must  do  it  by  act  of  congress.  Thouglv 
our  ministers  and  our  executive  officers  may  utter 
threatening  words,  yet,  thanks  be  to  God,  they  have 
not  the  power  to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of  war 
at  their  pleasure,  whether  it  will  or  no.  Should  the 
president  and  his  cabinet  think  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Imcersoll),  or  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  still  the  peo- 
ple have  reason  to  bless  themselves  that  the  power 
is  not  lodged  with  that  department  of  their  go- 
vernment. Meantime,  we  cannot  commit  any  act 
of  hostility  until  war  has  been  regularly  declared. 

But  how  is  it  with  Great  Britain?  This  very  en- 
voy has  only  to  write  home,  a  Idler  of  five  lines, 
saying,  "I  ucrceive  that  the  spirit  of  this  people  is 
for  war,"  and  another  order,  exprcsseu  in  five  Imcs 
more,  directing  all  naval  commanders  to  take  every 
American  vessel  they  find  afloat,  and  straightway  our 
ships  will  be  carried,  without  further  delay  or  cere- 
mony, into  British  ports,  there  to  be— not  condemn- 
ed, but  kept  uudor  sequestration;  not  condscated, 
but  just  kept  snug  to  abide  the  result  of  this  cegoti- 

[Mr.  S.VYDER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  hope  he  will 
write  such  a  letter.]  ■ 

And  then,  if  we  do  (as  the  gentleman  holds  out  to 
our  hopes)  confiscate  tlie  two  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  of  our  slate  debt,  the  British  will  have  some- 
thing to  compensate  them  for  the  loss. 

Am  I  drawing  a  fanciful  picture.'  The  gentleman 
well  knows  that  it  is  a  practical  and  sober  account  of 
iust  what  has  heretofore  taken  place.  That  is  the 
way  in  which"  Great  Britain  always  begins  a  war. 
Let  any  one  look  to  the  past  history  of  her  proceed- 
ings, to  the  war' of  1793,  for  mstancc.  What  was 
the  'complaint  of  France  against  her  at  that  day.' 
That  her  fleets  sv/ept  the  ocean  before  she  had  made 
any  declaration  of  war.  War  is  not  there  proclaim- 
ed by  an  act  of  parliament.  No;  an  order  in  council 
to  her  commanders,  naval  or  military,  is  all  that  is  re- 
nuisitc.  Are  the  gentleman's  constituents  prepared 
for  this? 

[Mr.  Snyder.     '-Yes,  yes."]  ,     ,      .      .     , 

Is  this  one  of  the  advantages  we  shall  enjoy  in  the 
desired  war  with  England,  that  the  first  notice  wo 
shall  have  of  it  is  the  capture  of  our  commerce  in 
every  sea?  . 

1  am  v/ell  aware  that  it  is  a  very  easy  thing  for 
one  to  get  up  here,  and  cry  in  loud  and  boastful  tones, 
"uerisii  commerce,  perish  credit;"  perish  every  thing, 
but  keep  the  nation's  honor  untarnished!  "yield  no- 
thing, make  no  concession!"  And  if  the  minister  of 
Great  Britain  is  then  to  yield  every  thing,  why  that 
is  the  way  to  get  an  earldom!     An  earldom!     Is  that 


SENATE. 

April  14.     Mr.  Burrow  presented  the  credentials 

of  the  hon.  Charles  Al.  Conrad,  senator  elect  from  the 

state  of  Louisiana  in  place  of  .dUxander  Jiloutnn  re- 

led.     Mr.  C.  was  then  duly  qualified  and  took  his 

seat. 

The  president  of  the  senate  laid  before  the  body  a 
communication  from  the  president  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  February  2,  on  the  Texas  boun- 
dary, and  of  24th  July  last,  on  the  subject  of  our 
commercial  regulations  with  Austria. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  citizens  of  Pike 
county,  Illinois,  praying  to  have  the  fire  steamer  of 
Uriah  Brown,  of  Ilushville  tested. 

A  resolution  introduced  some  d^ys  since  by  Mr. 
IVoodbuni,  and  predicated  on  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  in  relation  to  our  colonial 
relations,  and  instructing  the  committee  on  com- 
merce to  inquire  into  the  arrangements  of  foreign 
governments,  and  whether  their  spirit  is  adhered  to, 
and  if  not  what  measures  are  necessary  to  ensure  re- 
ciprocity, was  taken  up. 

Mr.  V/oodbury  addressed  the  senate  and  argued 
that  under  a  system  of  free  trade,  the  increase  of 
tonnage  and  freight  had  been  great  beyond  all  exam- 
ple, while  in  corresponding  years  of  high  tarilT  they 
had  fallen  olf. 

Mr.  Errms  replied,  intimating- his  intention  to  go  at 
length  hereafter  into  the  calculations  and  data  fur- 
nished by  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  riiiiilington  contended  that  the  colonial  regu- 
lations had  been  made  to  act  mosi  injuriously  to 
American  interests.  Practical  men  had  felt  it  and 
shewn  it,  men  who  understood  the  subject. 

Mr.  Simmons  also  replied  to  Mr.  Woodbury,  znd  af- 
ter further  discussion  by  Messrs.  WoodOitry.  Sitninons 
Olid  Huntington,  the  resolutioa  was  for  the  present 
laid  oil  the  table. 

After  the  transaction  of  executive  business,  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

April  15.  Mr.  Culkbcrl,  of  Georgia,  appeared  iu 
his  seat. 

The  president  laid  before  the  senate  a  communica- 
tion from  the  war  department  in  relation  to  what  ex- 
penses can  be  reduced,  in  which  he  refers  to  his  re- 
port at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Sinif/i,  of  Connecticut,  presented  a  petition 
from  Isaac  Barto,  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell, 
to  be  placed  on  the  invalid  pension  list.  Mr.  S.  com- 
mented on  the  riileof  the  department,  which  made  it 
necessary  to  have  the  evidence  of  an  olTieer  in  cases 
of  wounds,  as  an  arbitrary  and  unjust  rule.  How 
were  thes'e  soldiers  in  many  cases  to  obtain  the  testi- 
mony required?for  by  another  rule,  no  less  arbitrary, 
they  never  could  raise  above  ^varrant  oHicers,  bo 
their  merits  what  they  might.  They  could  avail 
themselves  of  no  testimony  save  from  an  oflicer  with 
an  epaiilei  and  educated  at  West  Point. 

Petitions  from  Now  York  in  favor  of  the  currency 
bill  as  modified  by  the  senate,  and  aist.  for  a  reduc- 
tion on  jewelry  were  presented. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sagby, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  in- 
structed to  select  some  suitable  person  or  persons, 
whose  scientific  knowledge  on  such  subjects  may 
render  him  or  them  competent  to  the  performance 
of  such  duty,  to  examine  the  recent  invention  of 
Thomas  S  lOaston  to  prevent  the  explosion  of  steam 
boilers,  and  tu  report  the  results  of  the  examination 
to  the  senate  with  the  least  practicable  delay. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  capt.  Isaac  Hull,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  pass,:d. 


The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  over 
the  territory  of  Oregon;  when  Mr.  Linn  rose  and 
closed  the  remarks  v/bich  he  had  commenced  on  the 
preceding  day. 

On  motion,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

April  IS.  Mr.  Morcliead  presented  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  re- 
lating to  the  restrictions  imposed  on  tobacco  by  fo- 
reign nations,  and  recommending  countervailing  du- 
ties. 

Mr.  Mien  submitted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
president  for  ofiicial  correspondence  between  him 
and  either  of  the  contending  parties  of  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives announcing  the  death  of  the  hon.  Joseph 
Lawrence,  of  Pennsylvania;  when  .Mr.  Buchanan  rose 
and  said:  It  has  become  my  painful  duty,  the  second 
time  since  the  co.mmencement  of  the  present  session 
of  congress,  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  senate, 
as  a  token  of  respect  for  tlie  memory  of  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation.  Jcseph  Lawrence  de- 
parted this  life,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  yesterday 
morning,  at  a  little  after  11  o'clock,  in  the  .')4  year 
of  his  age.  Of  him  it  may  be  emphatically  said,  that 
he  died  as  he  lived,  at  peace  with  God  and  man. 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  no  common  man.  His  intellect 
was  of  a  high  order,  and  bis  mind  was  stored  with 
useful  and  practical  knowledge.  Although  he  did 
not  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  liberal  education,  he 
had  in  a  great  degree  supplied  this  deficiency  by  his 
own  industry  and  reflection.  His  fellow  citizens  at 
an  early  period  of  his  life,  became  sensible  of  his 
worth,  and  he  served  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  in  the  legislature  of  his  na- 
tive state.  During  four  sessions  of  this  period,  IhC  was 
elevated,  by  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  fellow 
members,  to  the  distinguished  station  of  speaker  of 
the  house.  He  was  afterwards  transferred  by  the 
same  constituents  to  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
during  the  19th  and  20th  congress.  At  a  subsequent 
period  he  was  elected  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania treasurer  of  the  state,  and  during  one  year  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  responsible  office  entirely 
to  the  public  satisfaction.  He  was  finally  elected  to 
the  present  congress,  where  he  was  destined  to  close 
his  earthly  career. 

Mr.  Lniortiice  was  not  a  frequent  debater,  but  when 
he  chose  to  speak  his  efforts  were  always  marked  by 
good  sense,  sound  argument  and  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  his  subject;  and  he  always  commanded  the 
attention  of  his  audience.  Whilst  he  maintained 
his  own  opinions  firmly,  his  heart  was  the  seat  of 
kindness  and  benevolence,  and  therefore  he  was  al- 
ways tolerant  of  the  opinions  of  others.  He  discharg- 
ed all  the  relative  duties  of  life  in  a  most  exemplary 
manner.  He  was  a  most  affectionate  husband,  a 
father  and  devoted  friend. 

He  was  a  practical  farmer  all  his  days,  and  never 
pursued  any  other  occupation.  In  this  most  useful 
and  honorable  employment,  calculated  above  all 
others  to  inspire  the  mind  with  elevated  and  ennobl- 
ing thoughts,  he  early  ascended  from  the  works  of 
nature  by  which  he  was  surrounded  to  nature's  God. 
He  was  a  sincere  and  devoted  but  tolerant  Christian, 
and  he  was  not  deserted  in  the  last  hour  of  his  exist- 
ence by  that  Being  m  whom  he  had  confided.  He 
met  his  fate  with  calmness  and  resignation,  and  pass- 
ed through  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  his  Redeemer.  In  contemplat- 
ing such  a  life  and  such  a  death,  well  may  each  of 
us  exclaim,  with  the  worldly-minded  prophet  of  old, 
"Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
last  end  be  like  his." 

The  usual  resolutions  were  then  adopted.  And 
the  senate  adjourned. 

April  19.  The  senators  attended  the  funeral  of 
the  hon.  Joseph  Lawrence,  late  representative  from 
Pennsylvania. 

April  20.  Petitions  were  presented,  from  Perry 
county,  Ohio,  against  annexation  of  Texas,  various 
petitions  .''or  increase  of  duties  on  iron,  leather,  hats, 
caps,  shoes,  ready  made  clothing,  &c. 

Mr.  IVrighl,  of  New  York,  presented  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that  state  requesting 
their  representatives  and  senators  to  vote  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  distribution  act. 

Mr.  llunlington,  of  (Connecticut,  reported  a  bill  for 
erection  of  a  custom  house  at  Providence,  R.  Island. 

Mr.  .llUn's  resolution  for  executive  and  Rhode 
Island  correspondence,  was  taken  up  and  Mr.  Sim- 
mons preferring  it  to  lay  over  until  to-morrow,  its 
consideration  was  accordingly  deferred. 

After  further  minor  proceeding's,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      ■         history  of  Gen.  W.  Tiiom 

■Wednesday,  ArniL  13.  The  house  bein?  in  com-  inH'MliiPCfl  thf  prcpr.^itioM  to  rpfojnisc  Texus  nnd 
mittee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  rcalcing  apprnpria-  he  doubted  not  one  of  the  frviits  of  his  miss, nn  wr,ii!(l 
tions  for  diplomatic  expenses,  and  Mr.  Linn,  of  New  ^^  a  renewal  of  the  proposition  for  its  annexation. 
York,  having  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  as  re- i  Mr-  L- noticed  the  claims  of  our  citizens  3a;ainst 
lated  to  Mexico.  I  Mexico,  and  expressed  the  conviction    that,  if  ever 

Mr.  Limi'said  that  as  earlv  as  1790,  being  the  2d  I  settled  at  all,  it  would  be  by  their  relinquishment, 
session  of  the  1st  congress,  the  incidental  authority  j  either  for  a  Mexican  recognition  of  Texan  indepeii- 
of  the  legislature  over  our  foreign  intercourse  was  idence  or  for  the  direct  cession  of  its  territory  to  the 
exercised  by  an  act  limiting  the  appropriation  for  its  jl''-    States.     To  prevent  the  evils  that  would   ensue 

service,  and  requiring  a  specific  account  of  its  ex- 1  f™!"  this,  this  mission  in  his  judgment  ought  not  to  more  to  do  than  any  other  minister.  There  were  the 
pendituVe.  The  power  of  this  branch  over  foreign  be  allowed.  Mr.  L.  next  deprecated  all  interference  ,  Creole  Oregon  and  other  affairs,  of  which  he  was  now 
intercourse  is  rather  incidental  than  express.  It  had  I  or  sympathy  for  Texas  on  the  grounds  of  good  faith  '  prevented  from  speaking,  which  he  had  to  settle,  and 
been  exercised  from  1790  to  the  present  time  in  the    towards  Mexico  and  its  inevitable  tendency  to  in-   he  ought   to  have    more    pay.     He  would  vote  to  in- 


n,  to  show  that  he  had  he  would  send  two  or  three  ministers  if  it  wou'd  ef- 
frct  t!:p  annexation  of  Tcxr.s  or  tiie  ic-i;e:'  ■■{  our 
inrn  who  V,  ere  -.vorkin'.'-  as  shives  in  ti.Pu-  .-.treeti,  but 
lhc_"liist  thing  was  to  kno.v  h  )'a'  thej  -■■•t  there,  and 
v.'liPlher  if  ihey  were  caught  in  bad  company  we 
could  do  more  than  s:ivethem  our  sympnthies.  Our 
worthy  friend  from  N.  York,  (Mr.  Li;ni)  seemed  to 
think  that  our  agents  were  abroad  chiefly  for  dollars 
and  cents.  Mr.  R.  considered  that  a  small  matter 
to  what  war  was.     The    ambassador  to  En:;land  had 


same  form  by  this  house  through  its  power  of  grant- 
ing or  withholding  supplies.  Until  1S13,  these 
appropriations  (excepting  on  an  occasional  special 
commission)  were  always  general,  and  it  was  left  to 
executive  discretion  to  determine  the  magnitude  and 
character  of  the  respective  missions.  Since  that  pe- 
riod congress  has  adopted  a  more  specific  form,  and 
has  required  a  particularization  of  the  agents  em- 
ployed, their  destination  and  expenses.  He  premised 
this  to  show  that  a  share  of  the  responsibility  of  our 
foreign  intercourse  rests  with  this  branch  of  congress. 
Economy  and  public  utility,  I  am  satified  from  exa- 
mination, require  a  reduction  of  its  whole  syste 


olve  us  in  a  war.  crease    his  salary,  and  some  others  might  be  cut  off 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that  the  gentleman  from  New  j  entirely. 
York  [Mr.  Linn]  had  assigned  as  reasons  for  object-  M""-  F'Umore  said  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
ing to  this  mission  that  it'had  for  its  object  the  an- 'mittee  on  foreign  affairs  (.Mr.  .Mims)  who  was  his 
nexation  of  Texas,  a  point  of  deep  interest  for  this  (Mr-  F's)  Mentor  and  he  thought  should  be  iheMen- 
countrv,  and  which  was  felt  throughout  the  civilized  j  tor  of  the  house  m  reference  to  foreign  relations  had 
world."    ']\he  gentleman  had  put  our  foreign  missions    corresponded  with    the   secretary  of  state  and  had 


on  the  basis  of  commercial  importance.  Mr.  P. 
considered  that  in  political  relations  no  country  was 
at  present  more  to  be  considered  than  Mexico. 
When  we  icok  to  our  political  relations  with  her  we 
must  be  impressed  with  the  vast  importance  of  that 
mission.     It  was  said  that  important  movements  had 


&o.,  beneficial  innovations  might  and  should  be  made  I  taken  place  there  with  regard  to  California;  Great 
in  letting  down  the  grades,  reducing  expenses,  and  |  Britain  had  her  eye  on  California,  He  would  put  it 
in  some  cases  defining  their  powers.  To  this  end  i  to  the  gentleman  of  New  York,  if  the  city  of  New 
v/as  introduced  at  the  last  session  by  the  gentleman  York  itself  was  not  more  interested  in  this  mission 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Jlilams]  a  resolution  inquir- i  therefore,  ihiin  any  portion  of  the  Union.  If  it  was 
ing  into  the  expediency  of  such  reduction,  and  I  re-  I  true  that  Great  Britain  had  made  large  advances  to 
gret  we  have  no  report  from  the  committee  to  which    the   imbecile  po-,ver  of  Spain,  and   the  final  league 


it  was  referred.  We  have  some  seven  envoys  and 
charges  in  the  north  and  south  American  republics, 
whereas,  by  retaining  the  consuls,  three  are  all  that 
can  possibly  be  needed,  one  at  Mexico,  and  one  at 
some  point  on  the  Pacific,and  one  on  the  Atlantic  side. 
The  commercial  importance  of  Mexico  to  us  is  not 
very  great.  The  sum  of  the  annual  imports  from 
and  exports  thereto  by  last  returns  are  $6, 690, .342, 
compare  this  with  that  of  some  countries  where  we 
have  onlv  a  consul  or  other  similar  agent.  The  sum 
total  to'and  from  the  Hanse  Towns  is  ^6,719,952, 
China  §7,650,79.5,  Cuba  $16,145,992,  and  British 
American  colonies  =J8, 101,017.  As  far  as  commer- 
cial  insignificance  admits  of  objections  to  Mexico. 


was  to  be  the  possession  of  Cuba,  was  it  not 
ter  of  vital  importance  to  have  a  first  rate  mission  to 
Spain  also,  to  inform  us  of  those  matters.  Mr.  P. 
felt  pity  and  contempt  for  that  narrow  economy  that 
would  strike  at  the  great  interests  of  our  country, 
and  would  put  this  mission  on  the  narrow  and  con- 
temptible grounds  of  local  interest.  Mr.  P.  next 
eulogised  the  efforts  of  Texas,  and  asked  if  we  could 
see  the  "bone  of  our  bone,  flesh  of  our  fiesb,"  breth- 
ren from  our  very  hearthstones,  cloven  down  in 
blood  and  murder  by  our  sides,  with  indifference? 
We  must  first  tear  from  the  heart  every  emotion, 
every  sentiment,  every  lie  that  can  bind  man  to  his 
fellow  man.     Mr.  P.  did  not  believe  it  was   any  part 


the  same  objections  might  be  opposed  to  a  mission  to  |  of  the  mission  to  procure  the  annexation  of  Tex-as; 
Brazil,  Russia  and  Prussia.  Brazil,  because  an  "em- 
pire" is  honored  at  an  useless  expense  with  a  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary,  while  China,  who  would  not  re- 
ceive a  minis'ter  if  we  sent  one,  is  successfully  dis- 
posed of  by  a  consular  agency.  If  Spanish,  Portu- 
guese, Danish  dominions,  and  Netherlands,  Sweden, 
Norv/ay,  Sardinia,  and  the  Sicilies,  are  communicat- 
ed with  through  a  charge,  whence  the  necessity  of  a 
plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  Brazil,  Russia  or  Prussia. 
Mexico,  since'Spain  has  acknowledged  her  indepen- 
dence derives  her  supplies,  with  exceptions  of  a  few 


the  suggestion  was  nev/"  to  him,  but  if  it  were  true, 
it  would  be  no  reason  with  him  for  reducing  or  strik- 
ing out  this  mission.  This  is  no  time  for  such  a  thing, 
when  our  own  citizens  were  wearing  chains  in  Mex- 
ico, and  forced  to  walk  its  streets  in  ignominious 
bondage.  ^Phe  resources  of  this  republic  should  be 
pledged  to  avenge  the  wrongs  and  vindicate  the 
rights  of  its  humblest  citizen.  Mr.  P.  hoped  yet  to 
see  the  day  when  the  lone  star  of  Texas  would  add 
new  lustre  to  the  constellation  that  blazes  on  our 
own    banner.     Tlie  cost  of  our  whole    foreign  rel 


American  articles,  directly  from  Spain  and  her  West  [  tions  amounted  to  something  under  g30,000.  He 
India  colonies.  Pier  eagerness  to  carry  on  her  com- j  agreed  that  alterations  might  be  admitted,  partieu- 
raerce  with  us  is  induced  from  a  regard  for  her  own  ]  larly  in  respect  to  Austria,  but  he  was  willing  to  do 
revenues.  They  have  several  times  insisted  upon  j  as  our  ancestors  had  done,  leave  the  subject  to  the 
even  the  confiscation  of  our  vessels  and  cargoes  for  department  that  had  charge  of  it.  We  ought  to  in- 
the  most  insignificant  transgression  of  mere  forms,  i  crease  the  grade  of  the  mission  to  China  at  this  parti- 
and  for  breaches  of  law,  enacted  if  enacted  at  ail,  be-  j  cular  juncture,  and  as  to  opposition  to  the  mission  to 
tween  the  time  of  their  sailing  hence,  and  arriving  1  Mexico,  because  it  might  lead  to  the  annexation  of 
there.  These  hard  dollars  which  are  made  to  jingle  j  Texas,  he  trampled  upon  the  feelings  dictating  it 
so  musically  in  the  ears  of  our  agents  in  periodical  i  with  scorn  and  contempt. 

conveyance  from  Mexico  to  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz  remarked  that  he  and  his  people  were 

are  destined  not  for  the  U.  States,  but  for  Cuba  and  1  J         ^^  honorable  terms  or  else  they  pre- 

Europe,  for  governments,  whose  commerce  is  more  ,         i  reasonable   man  wanted  a  war;  be- 


important  to  them  than  is  ours,  and  who,  unlike  the 
U.  States,  keep  her  honest  and  compel  her  lopre- 
serve  her  faith  either  by  negotiation  or  by  floating 
batteries.  The  most  that  our  commerce  can  possi- 
bly require  with  her  is  a  mere  charge  or  a  consul. 
But  I  have  objections  of  another  character  that  out- 
weigh all  others  to  granting  this  appropriation, 
refer  to  our  political  relations  and  the  adjustment  of 
our  claims  upon  her  and  our  relations  with  Texas. 
Recent  events  have  satisfied  me  that  new  and  serious 


cause,  we  had  all  we  could  desire  without  it;  even 
we  could  alter  our  government  if  necessary  without 
it,  as  they  were  now  doing  in  Rhode  Island.  There 
was  no  necessity  of  a  v.'ar  with  Great  Britain  or  any 
other  nation  but  we  must  be  mindful  of  our  honor 
r !  and  character  or  we  were  bound  to  go  to  war  with 
France  or  any  other  nation.  His  constituents  want- 
ed the  northern  country  for  their  Yankee  friends  to 
cut  pine  trees  if  they  wished  and  if  it  had  been  in 
,    ,  ,     ,  .  ,  I-  ,    ,  the  western  country  they  would  have   had  it  long  be- 

atlempls  are  to  be  maoe  to  promote  and  accomplish  (.^^^  ^^.^  because  they  would  have  settled  on  it. 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  tins  Lnion.  One  ol  its  r^.^  ^.1  There  were  two  kinds  of  right;  a  special 
pnncipal  instruments  is  to  be  found  m  the  enarac.er  ,  '^^^^^■'  ■■^^^  ^q^j^^  we  did  not  go  so  much  for  in 
of  our  present  minister,  and  as  no  higher  interests  {,,,5  coimtrj?  [a  laugh;]  but  the  God  of  nature's  right 
can  be  involved  than  the  political  considerations,^^  ^^^^  gentkmairfrom  Alabama  (Mr.  Lnois)  had 
which  belong  to  this  mission,  1  tee  it  my  duty  to  ad-  ^^,|^j  j^^,^.^^  ^._,,,^j  ^^^  ^^^j^j,  Th„e  was  no  man 
Tert  to  them  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Whoever  ,  ^^  ,^^^^^  ^.,^^  ^^^^^^j  ^^  ^^^  jh„  .^^^^^h  of  our 
would  trace  the  progress  of  the  Texian  revo  u  ion  ^^  ^^^,^.      ^^,,^,^_ 

from  us  inception  to  the  present  time,  the  legislation  1      Jl,        ,    .   '^  „    ,  „  .,  .        ,     % 

of  several  of  the  states  and  of  congress,  the  men  who  I,  The  chairman  called  the  gentleman  to  order  lor 
produced  the  revolution,  and  connect  it  ail  with  the   irrelevancy. 

present  position  of  that  country,  would  conclude  that  I  Mr.  R.  said  it  was  his  duty  to  speak  of  this  be- 
the  difBoultiss  heretofore  existing  between  ours  and  cause  the  subject  of  foreign  relations  was  up.  He 
the  Mexican  government  had  reference  only  to  the  would  go  even  to  raise  the  salary  of  our  minister  at 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  that  the  efforts  to  efliset  it  London  because  he  had  more  to  do  than  any  person 
were  to  be  renewed  with  all  its  attendant  moral  and  '  on  earth.  [Laugh.]  Plis  constituents  wanted  Te.x- 
polilical  evils,     Mr.  L.  referred  to  the  representative  ■  as  in  with  them  if  they  were  willing  themselves  and 


stated  that  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  notwith- 
standing their  anxious  desire  to  reduce  them,  not  to 
recommend  any  reduction  at  the  present  time.  Mr. 
F.  would  be  unv.'illing  to  do  any  tiling  to  cuntenance 
any  steps  to'.vards  the  annexation  of  Texas  but  the 
fear  of  such  a  result  v/ould  not  justify  the  with- 
drawal of  our  minister.  He  hoped  his  colleague 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Citahnig-  argued  as  unreasonable  and  fallacious 
the  assumption  by  Mr.  LiiMi  of  the  tables  of  i.nports 
and  exports  as  determining  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
spective missions  and  instanced  the  Hanse  towns 
that  he  had  alluded  to,  as  the  entrepot  of  the  German 
confederation  and  that  our  immense  exports  to  them 
were  not  consumed  by  thcirown  population.  In  re- 
spect to  our  relations  with-  Mexico,  he  said  though 
the  U.  States  might  justly  have  pursued  the  course 
of  France  and  have  battered  down  the  castle  of 
Ulloa  they  had  adopted  a  more  pacific  policy  in  kind- 
ness and  good  will  to  that  couutry  and  had  acquiosed 
in  settling  by  negotiation  and  indemnification.  Un- 
der that  treaty,  commissioners  were  appointed,  sup- 
posed to  be  a  part  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  but  no  soon- 
er had  they  arrived  at  Washington  than  they  set  up 
the  pretensions  of  diplomatic  agents.  Thedillicu!- 
ties  relative  to  this  convention  were  now  to  be  set- 
tled, and  others  on  the  construction  of  the  treaty  for 
indemnity,  and  whether  the  U.  States  is  to  enforce 
the   payment  of  the  §2,000,000  reported  by  the  con-  , 

ention  to  be  due  her,  and  whether  the  unliquidated 
claims  are  to  be  the  subject  of  a  nev/  convention. 
But  in  addition  anolher  question  not  less  serious  was 
how  that  treaty  is  to  be  executed;  whether  Mexico 
will  pay  the  §2,000,000  already  due  and,  if  not,  and 
Santa  Anna  pursuing  the  same  course  as  w^iili  other 
ms  shall  choose  to  repudiate  this  debt  what 
course  the  U.  States  is  to  take.  It  pleased  the  gen- 
tleman to  slide  over  and  keep  out  of  view  this  im- 
e  mass  of  questions,,  which  creates  an  indis- 
pensable necessity  for  a  minister  at  Mexico.  Be- 
sides this  and  if  there  were  no  otlier  question,  the 
fact  that  an  American  citizen  was  at  this  hour  in 
bondsman's  chains  treated  as  a  felon  was  ample 
cause  to  send  a  person  to  demand  redress.  Would 
to  God  that  the  people  of  this  country  and  the  mem- 
bers of  tliis  house  would  feel  that  it  is  enough  that  a 
citizen  of  the  U.  States  is  hold  in  bondage  in  a  fo- 
reign country,  by  every  maxim  of  patriotism  and 
honor  to  arouse  them  to  guard  thelifeof  our  citizens 
as  the  Pioman  republic  felt  it  her  duty  to  maintain 
the  honor  and  protect  the  lives  of  her  citizens.  The 
gentleman  professed  to  believe  that  the  appointment 
of  Gen.  Thompson  originated  in  the  purpose  of  an- 
nexing Texas  to  the  union  and  he  professed  to  be- 
lieve this.  Had  he  any  evidence,  any  knov/lege  of 
it.  The  gentleman  had  said  the  annexation  would 
be  aquesti:>n  of  war.  If  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  followed 
the  train  of  reasoning,  it  was  not  a  question  of  war 
v/ith  Mexico  but  with  Great  Britain.  That  was  to 
say,  if  there  should  happen  to  be  an  extension  of  the 
bounds  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  was  to 
make  war  with  us,  and  we  were  to  be  deterred  from 
our  interests  through  the  apprehension  that  Great 
Britain  might  frown  on  us.  lie  would  not  say  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  not  sincere  in 
entertaining  this  apprehension,  birt  he  would  say 
that  he  thought  it  was  an  apprehension  that  disho- 
nored and  degraded  the  house  of  representatives. 
Did  Great  Britain  ask  our  permission  to  add  a  mil- 
lion of  souls  to  her  possessions  every  year;  to  go  to 
China  and  seize  and  massacre  unoffending  thousands 
of  the  people  of  China,  not  only  in  outrage  of  the 
rights  of  tne  people  of  China,  but  of  those  commer- 
cial nations  v/hose  intercourse  with  China  is  thus  in- 
terrupted? Not  at  all.  And  were  we  to  be  told  (hat 
we  are  not  to  judge  of  our  relations  and  foreign  po- 
licy, but  to  ask  whether  the  earl  of  Aberdeen  might 
shrug  his  shoulders?  The  gentleman  had  ailuded  to 
some  proffer  of    Ferdinand   VI!  for  the   cession  of 
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C^-.ta  to  the  Tlnit^rl  State?,  which  England  prevent- 
ed. He  (Mr.  C.)  remembsre.i  many  years  a»o  read- 
in;  with  sentiments  of  ad.aiiration  a  nie.ssage  of 
James  Monroe,  and  a  passage  of  that  message  writ- 
ten, he  believed  by  an  honorable  member  of  this 
house,  in  which  the  powers  of  Europe,  one  and  all, 
were  told  that  the  United  States  would  not  look  on 
with  tranquillity  it  any  power  of  Europe  undertook 
to  acquire  Cuba  from  Spain.  It  was  the  monarchs 
of  Europe  who  were  told  that  we  would  not  bear 
with  patience  that  another  king  should  be  introduc- 
ed on  the  continent  of  America.  The  gentleman 
had  wholly  misrepresented  the  fact.  It  was  the  U. 
States  that  prevented  the  introduction  of  another 
monarch  into  this  continent. 

Messrs.  Linn  and  Cusliitig  briefly  explained  as  to 
historical  facts. 

Mr.  Cushmg  said  the  thing  that  happened  was, 
that  overtures  were  made  from  the  subjects  of  Spain 
residing  in  Cuba.  What  their  authority  was,  how 
they  received  it  from  the  people  of  Cuba,  was  im- 
material to  the  main  paint.  He  doubterl  not  that 
overtures  were  made  from  inhabitants  of  Cuba,  and 
they  might  be  again;  for  now  there  was  danger  that 
England  would  place  her  grasping  hand  on  Cuba, 
and  the  people  of  Cuba  might  again  make  these  over- 
tures. 

Mr.  /.  D.  Jom^,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  had  lis- 
tened to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Linn)  with  very  great  surprise.  When 
the  member  made  the  motion  to  strike  nut  the  appro- 
priation for  a  mission  to  Mexico  Mr.  J.  expected  in 
advance  of  his  speech  to  hear  his  reasons  based  upon 
the  insulting  language  of  its  "upstart  tyrant"  (as  he 
had  been  appropriately  styled  in  the  other  wing  of 
the  capitol)  in  reference  to  our  people  and  govern- 
ment. He  supposed,  that,  and  the  imprisonment  of 
our  fellow  citizens  would  be  his  causes  for  stopping 
all  diplomatic  intercourse.  Imagine  my  surprise  un 
hearing  him  base  his  motion  on  his  belief  that  the 
purpose  of  sending  him  was  to  annex  Texas.  The 
gentleman  did  not  explain  to  us  the  modus  operandi  of 
this  new  fangled  arrangertent.  When  he  resumes  I 
hope  he  will  favor  us  with  his  explanation.  Mr.  J. 
then  remonstrated  and  protested  against  the  course 
of  remark  of  Mr.  Linn  against  Texas  and  said  he 
knew  no  such  place  as  the  "revolted  province  of 
Texas."  He  had  heard  of  the  "slate"  of  Texas  as  a 
part  of  the  Mexican  confederacy.  Mr.  J.  then  briefly 
recapitulated  its  history  and  stated  that  her  indepen- 
dence had  been  recognized  by  the  U.  States,  France, 
Great  Britain,  Belgium  and  Holland. 

Mr.  Linn  asked  if  Mexico  had  ever  recognised  her 
independence  and  if  not  if  she  were  not  to  be  consi- 
dered as  in  a  state  of  revolt. 

Mr.  Jones.  No  sir;  but  nevertheless  is  Texas  not 
de  facto  and  dejurc  sovereign  and  independent'  Were 
we  not  so,  although  Great  Britain  had  not  recognised 
us,  from  the  day\hat  we  declared  this  conntry  inde- 
pendent. Texas  has  for  6  years  maintained  her  in- 
dependence and  enjoyed  it  in  triumph.  Mr.  J.  con- 
tinued in  a  strain  of  panegyric  on  the  deeds  and  pros- 
pects of  Texas  and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Slade  arose;  though  aware  of  the  impatience 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill  he  should  not  now  go 
into  its  dsieussion  as  fully  as  he  desired;  he  would 
render,  however,  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr,  Linn)  for  having  brought  the  ques- 
tion of  this  Mexiran  mission  to  the  notice  of  the 
committee  and  of  the  country;  and  though  Mr.  S. 
could  not  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  he  had  made, 
he  rejoiced  that  it  had  been  made  since  it  opened 
the  subject  for  debate.  He  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  gentleman  had,  from  motives  of  delicacy, 
confined  himself  to  a  general  outline  of  his  argu- 
ment, and  had  not  filled  it  out  more  in  detail; 
if  the  gentleman  supposed  he  should,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  escape  censure  in  certain  quarters  by  such  a 
course,  he  would  find  himself  entirely  mistaken.  It 
was  due  to  himself,  due  to  the  house,  and  especially 
due  to  the  country,  that  the  subject  should  be  more 
fully  gone  into,  that  the  community  might  be  roused 
from  the  stupor  which  seemed  to  prevail  in  regard  to 
this  whole  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this 
union. 

Mr.  S.  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  full  minister  to  Mexico  in  preference  to  a 
charge,  not  only  on  account  of  the  direct  relations 
iwhich  subsisted  betwet  n  us  and  that  country,  but 
also  of  the  collateral  bearings  of  the  subject.  But, 
while  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  mission,  he 
did  object  to  the  individual  who  had  been  appointed 
to  fill  it,  and  he  thought  there  were  sufiieient  reasons 
why  he  ought  not  to  receive  his  outfit  and  salary; 
at  all  events  the  committee  had  a  right  to  discuss  that 
question.  The  individual  ought,  in  point  of  talents 
and  coolness,  to  be  second  to  no  man  upon  earth. 
Mr.  S.  then  expatiated  upon  his  objecti(ms  to  the  se- 
U'Clion  oft't-Mcral  W.  Thompson  and  thuught  his  ac- 


tivity in  favor  of  Texas  when  a  representative  would  I 
rendiT  hi.u  not  as  ae.-^eptable  to  the  Mexican  govern-  i 
inent  as  an  individual  less  committed  to  that  cause, 
and  that  his  temper,  however  high  his  talents,  unfitted 
him  for  it.  Gentlemen  in  the  south  did  not  appre- 
ciate the  feelings  which  pervaded  the  country  in  re- j 
ference  to  this  Texian  question.  Throughout  more  ! 
than  half  tiie  states  of  this  union,  it  was  watched  j 
with  the  utmost  jealousj,  and  excited  the  deepest 
feeling,  because  it  was  well  known  that  anxious  ef- | 
forts  had  lonir  been  going  on  lo  eifect  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  it  was  as  perfect-  I 
ly  understood  that  the  entering  wedge  to  the  accom- 
plisliment  of  such  a  design  was  never  applied  in  the 
open  li:;ht  of  day.  but  secretly,  and,  for  ought  that 
appeared  upon  the  surface,  that  wedge  might  not 
only  be  entered,  but  driven  up  past  all  hope  of  re- 
traction before  the  fact  was  known  to  all.  And  there 
were  those  in  this  union  who  looked  the  more  sharp- 
ly at  all  such  measures  from  their  apprehension  as  to 
the  connexion  between  the  annexation  of  Texas  and 
the  extension  of  slavery.  Mr.  S.  referred  to'the  vast 
number  of  petitions  which  they  had  sent  up  against  i 
the  annexation.  That  number  was  not  so  great  now,  | 
because  an  impression  had  begun  to  prevail  that  the  i 
danger  was  now  over.  But  Mr.  S.  could  assure  them 
they  were  entirely  mistaken.  It  was  not  over;  very  [ 
far  from  it,  and  he  again  thanked  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Linn),  for  rousing  the  attention  of 
the  country  to  the  subject.  He  should  take  for  grant-  [ 
ed,  what  he  had  no  doubt  was  true,  that  there  was  \ 
not  a  majority  of  that  house  in  favor  of  annexation,  j 
and  that  the  ardent  appeals  of  the  gentleman  from  ; 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens)  would  not  be  respond- 
ed lo.  It  was  in  vain  that  gentleman  sought  to  rouse  ] 
the  feeling  of  the  nation  by  calling  up  the  battles  of  [ 
j  Jacinto  or  the  Alamo.  The  American  people  never; 
could  be  drawn  into  any  such  measure  as  the  an- j 
nexalion  of  Texas:  it  would  be  utter  ruin  to  the 
union  of  the  states.  Mr.  S.  would  not  give  the  snap 
of  his  fingers  for  this  union  from  the  day  such  a  mea- 
sure was  effected.  It  would  bo  dissolved  ipso  facto 
from  that  moment.  He  was  a  friend  to  the  union; 
1  he  desired  to  see  it  preserved,  and  therefore  he  de- 
!  precated  a  scheme  that  must  dissolve  it. 

[A  voice.  "How  are  you  going  to  dissolve  it." 
[  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  readily  tell  gentlemen  how  it 
!  might  be  done;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  go  further  into 
I  that  subject;  he  desired  to  make  a  short  speech  and 
resume  his  seat.  If  he  could  show  that  the  sending 
of  the  present  minister  had  a  direct  bearing  on  such  a 
result,  then  he  should  feel  himself  grounded  in  tlie 
opposition  he  had  made. 

To  procure  an  annexation,  the  assent  of  Mexico 
must  first  be  got,  a  quit  claim  must  be  obtained;  and 
that  Mexico  had  more  than  a  mere  paper  title,  the  re- 
cent correspondence  of  gen.  Santa  Anna  with  Gen. 
Hamilton  showed.  The  Florida  treaty  was  made 
and  the  bargain  consummated  before  the  people  knew 
or  understood  any  thing  of  the  matter.  So  probably 
it  would  be  with- Texas. 

The  next  step  was  that  Texws  should  rush  into  the 
armsofthe  United  States.  Their  legislature  had  for- 
merly passed  a  resolntion  to  that  effect. 
[A  voice:  Yes;  but  they  repealed  it  again]. 
True;  and  they  could  pass  it  again,  too;  the  same 
motives  still  operated.  On  the  part  of  a  certain  class 
in  this  country  this  was  a  cherished  purpose.  And 
why.'  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  enter  on  the  answer 
to  that  question,  because  in  doing  so  he  should  be  ob- 
liged to  go  over  ground  very  unacceptable  to  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  house,  and  once  commenced,  the 
argument  would  carry  him  on  beyond  the  bodily 
strength  he  now  had  to  sustam  it.  He  would  only 
say,  in  general  terms,  that  he  believed  it  arose  from 
a  desire  to  extend  and  to  perpetuate  slavery. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  at  the  formation  of  the  constitu- 
tion the  general  expectation  was  than  in  less  than  95 
years  slavery  would  be  abolished,  but  instead  of  that 
it  had  increased  threefold.  It  begun  with  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana  which  was  a  deeper  wound  on  the 
constitution  than  any  other  event  that  has  ever  hap- 
pened. 

.Mr.  S.  could  show,  did  time  permit,  how  slavery 
had  governed  this  landjhow  it  had  chosen  our  presi- 
dents for  a  succession  of  forty  years,  while  there  had, 
since  the  foundation  of  the  government,  been  a  pre- 
sident in  the  chair  from  the  free  states  but  for  twelve 
years  and  one  month.  And  of  these,  one  never 
would  have  been  president  had  he  not  been  "a  north- 
ern man  with  southern  principles."  A  review  of  the 
individuals  who  had  filled  the  speaker's  chair  of  this 
house  would  show  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Sailers,  of  Maryland,  here  interposed,  and 
called  Mr.  S.  to  order  for  irrelevancy. 

After  .several  motions  that  he  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed and  much  sensation,  a  motion  by  Mr.  Ifiss  that 
he  be  allowed  to  proceeti  iu  order,  was  put  and  car- 


Mr.  Stnde  then  resumed.  Five  out  of  six  of  those 
who  had  filled  the  mission  to  Mexico  had  been  gen- 
tlemen of  the  s'outhern  states.  Mr.  S.  next  repelled 
the  taunt  of  Mr.  Ciishing  of  his  being  actuated  by  a 
dread  of  British  interference,  but  Mr.  S.  thought  we 
should  avoid  being  needlessly  embroiled  v;ith  thatgo- 
vernment.  If  the  British  government  stood  pledged 
to  aid  Mexico  under  certain  contingencies  which  the 
gentleman  from  S.  C.  had  alluded  to  as  a  fact,  that 
of  itself  was  sufficient  to  put  a  prudent  statesman  on 
his  guard.  The  moment  gentlemen  shewed  their 
hands  in  the  design  of  annexing  Texas  they  would 
find  a  spirit  of  opposition  they  little  dreamed  of.  Let 
us  repudiate  such  a  union  and  pronounce  it  to  the 
world  utterly  impracticable.  We  may  then  expect 
Mexico  to  open  its  ears  to  our  claims.  A  proclama- 
tion of  neutrality  was  made  in  relation  to  Canada. — 
Why  should  it  not  also  be  made  in  respect  to  Texas. 
We  owed  such  to  ourselves  and  tlie  peace  of  the 
world.  Let  us  maintain  the  open  ground  of  neutral- 
ity and  peace,  and  doing  this  the  question  had  no  con- 
nection with  abolitionism  whatever. 

Mr.  Wise  next  addressed  the  chair.  He  said  as  the 
question  had  been  opened,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  his  con- 
stituents and  the  country  to  take  a  part  in  it.  He 
should,  in  a  manner  perfectly  calm  and  dispassionate, 
address  a  few  words  to  that  class  to  which  the  gen- 
tlemen from  N.  York  (Mr.  Linn)  and  Vermont  (Mr. 
Slade)  belonged. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  moved  to  strike 
from  this  bill  the  item  for  the  salary  of  a  minister  to 
Mexico,  and  this  just  at  the  moment  when  the  New 
Orleans  papers  had  announced  to  the  world  his  im- 
mediate departure  as  minister  to  a  government  to- 
ward which  we  stood  in  the  mostdelicate  and  impor- 
tant relations — relations  to  be  settled  by  the  negotia- 
tions he  was  to  conduct!  Yes,  and  whilst,  for  all  Mr. 
W.  knew,  there  might  be  ten  or  a  dozen  of  our  own 
native  citizens  in  the  mines  of  Mexico,  wearing  the 
chains  of  a  degrading  bondage,  although  at  the  very 
first  hint  from  the  British  minister  a  British  citizen 
taken  in  company,  side  by  side,  with  the  very  men  of 
ours  whom  they  had  manacled  and  set  to  clean  the 
streets,  was  promptly  released.  Yet  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would  have  our  fellow  citizens  still 
wear  their  fetters,  and  still  endure  their  public  de- 
gradation; and  v/hy.'  Because,  forsooth,  it  had  been 
the  ulterior  object  of  the  president  and  of  a  certain 
party  in  this  country  to  annex  Texas  to  the  union! — 
Our  citizens  had  claims  on  that  government  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  or  thirteen  millions,  and  yet  we 
must  not  send  a  minister  to  demand  the  property  or 
protect  the  freedom  of  our  citizens  in  Mexico. 

The  tyrant  of  Mexico  was  now  at  war  with  Texas, 
and  had  threatened  that  he  would  invade  her  territo- 
ry, and  "never  stop  till  he  had  driven  slavery  beyond 
the  Sabine;"  and  the  gentleman  would  let  him  let 
loose  his  servile  horde  on  the  citizens  of  Louisiana, 
yet  send  no  minister  to  remonstrate  or  to  threaten 
him. 

[Mr.  Slade  here  explained.  He  had  not  been  op- 
posed to  our  having  a  minister  at  the  court  of  Mexi- 
co; but  only  to  the  individual  selected  to  occupy  that 
post]. 

Mr.  friic  said  he  could  forgive  the  gentleman,  be- 
cause he  knew  not  the  consequences  that  might  flow 
from  the  doctrines  that  he  was  accustomed  to  ad- 
vance. These  gentlemen  would  not  send  a  minister 
to  prevent  the  invasion  even  of  the  United  States, 
lest  by  possibility  it  might  lead  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas. 

[Mr.  Linn  explained,  insisting  that  he  had  not  op- 
posed the  mission,  but  had  conceded  that  there  might 
be  sufficient  grounds  for  it.  He  had  moved  to  with- 
hold the  salary  at  present,  because  he  believed  that 
the  whole  movement  had  originated  in  a  design  to 
annex  Texas  to  the  union.  Being,  however,  well 
satisfied  that  the  committee  would  not  consent  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation,  he  was  willing  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

(Loud  cries  of  "no,  no.") 

Mr.  Wise.  No,  the  gentleman  shall  not  withdraw 
it  now. 

Mr.  Wise  resumed,  and  repeated  what  he  had  be- 
fore said  as  to  the  possibility  that  the  Mexican  arms 
might  drive  back  the  slaves  of  Texas  beyond  the 
Sabine  upon  Louisiana  and  Arkansas.  The  English 
papers  openly  advanced  the  doctrine  that  it  was  the 
aim  and  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  make  what  she 
was  pleased  to  denominate  the  insolvent  nations  pay 
their  debts  to  her  by  the  cession  of  territory.  Thus 
Spain  must  surrender  Cuba,  and  Mexico  must  sur- 
render Texas  and  California.  He  referred  to  the 
British  command  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the 
possibility  of  her  rendering  that  sea  a  mure  clausum 
to  the  people  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  And 
it  was  a  part  of  the  same  policy  that  she  should  keep 
increasing  the  debt  of  Mexico,  by  alTordiiig  loher 
the  means  of  invading  Texas  and  the  U.  States,  and 
thus  iillimately  force  her  to  give  up  California.  The 
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gentleman  had  stated  that  it  was  the  design  of  the 
president  to  accomplish  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
if  possible.  Mr.  W.  demanded  on  what  proof  he 
made  that  asserlion? 

Mr.  Liim.     Does  the  gentleman  deny  it? 

Mf.  IVisc.  I  have  no  authority  to  deny  it  or  to 
admit  it. 

Mr.  Linn.  Do  you  make  the  issue,  and  I  will  give 
you  the  proof,  &c. 

Mr.  Il'ise  said  that,  though  he  did  not  know  any 
thing  of  the  matter,  he  might  for  the  argument's  sake 
deny  it,  and,  if  he  sliould  do  so,  could  the  gentleman 
produce  any  proof  of  iL>  What  was  the  authority 
on  which  the  house  was  asked  to  helieve  it?  The 
gentleman's  mere  ipse  dixit.  What  did  he  know  of 
the  opinions  or  purposes  of  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
States?  His  assertion  must  go  for  nothing.  But 
suppose  the  president  should  be  desirous  of  such  an 
issue,  what  then?  Mr.  W.  knew  no  more  of  the 
fact  than  the  gentleman,  but  he  earnestly  hoped  and 
trusted  that  the  president  was  as  desirous  as  he  was 
represented  to  be.  But  IVtr.  W.  was  prepared  to 
shew,  and  from  the  highest  authority,  not  what  was 
the  opinion  of  a  slaveholder,  but  of  an  individual 
DOW  on  this  floor,  but  who  occupied  the  presidential 
chair  at  the  time  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr. 
Slade)  was  a  clerk  in  the  department  of  state.  He 
would  show  that  that  individual  had  ofi'ered  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  for  the  addition  of  that  territory  to 
the  United  States.  Here  Mr.  W.  quoted  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Clny,  then  secretary  of  state, 
to  Mr.  Poinsett,  then  our  minister  at  Mexico,  dated 
March  16, 1825.  Speaking  of  the  boundary  between 
us  and  Texas,  the  letter  said: 

"Some  difficulties  may  possibly  hereafter  arise  be- 
tween the  two  countries  from  the  line  thus  agreed 
on,  against  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  guard,  if 
practicable;  and,  as  the  government  of  Mexico  may 
be  supposed  not  to  have  any  disinclination  to  the 
fixation  of  a  new  line  v.'hich  would  prevent  those 
difficulties,  the  president  wishes  you  to  sound  it  on 
that  subject,  and  to  avail  yourself  of  a  favorable 
disposition,  if  you  should  find  it,  to  effect  tliatob-  ] 
ject.  The  line  of  the  Sabine  approaches  our  great 
western  mart  nearer  than  could  he  wished.  Per-  ' 
haps  the  Mexican  government  may  not  be  unwilling 
to  establish  that  of  the  Rio  Brassos  de  Dios,  or  the 
Rio  Colorado,  or  the  Snow  Mountains,  or  the  Rio  ! 
del  Norte,  in  lieu  of  it.  By  the  agreed  line,  por- 
tions of  both  the  Red  river  and  branches  of  the  Ar- 
kan^as  are  thrown  on  the  Mexican  side,  and  the  na-  ' 
vigation  of  both  those  rivers,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ; 
Sabine,  is  made  common  to  the  respective  inhabi- 
tants of  the  two  couiitries,  &e. 

In  a  subsequent  letter,  dated  March  15,  1827,  the 
same  officer  opened  the  subject  more  fully  to  our  mi- 
nister in  Mexico,  as  follows: 

"The  great  extent  and  facility  which  appears  to 
have  attended  the  procurement  of  grants  from  the 
government  of  the  United  Mexican  states,  for  large 
tracts  of  country  to*citizens  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  province  of  Texas,  authorise  the  belief  tliat  but 
little  value  is  placed  upon  the  possession  of  the  pro- 
vince by  that  government.  These  grants  seem  to 
have  been  made  without  any  sort  of  equivalent,  judg- 
ing according  to  our  opinions  of  the  value  of  land. 
They  have  been  made  to,  and  a'pparently  in  contem- 
plation of  being  settled  by,  citizens  from  the  United 
States.  These  emigrants  will  carry  with  them  our 
principles  of  lav/,  liberty,  and  religion;  and  however 
■  much  it  may  be  hoped  they  might  be  disposed  to 
amalgamate  with  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Mexico, 
so  far  as  political  freedom  is  concerned,  it  would  be 
almost  too  much  to  expect  that  all  collisions  would 
be  avoided  on  other  subjects.  Already  some  of 
these  collisions  have  manifested  themselves,  and 
others,  in  the  progress  of  time,  may  be  anticipated 
with  confidence.  These  collisions  may  insensibly 
enlist  the  sympathies  and  feelings  of  the  two  re- 
publics and  lead  to  misunderstandings. 

"The  fixation  of  a  line  of  boundary  of  the  United 
States  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  should  be  such  as  to 
secure  not  merely  certainty  and  apparent  safety  m 
the  respective  limits  of  the  two  countries,  but  the 
consciousness  of  freedom  from  all  danger  of  attack 
on  either  side,  and  the  removal  of  all  motives  for 
such  attack.  That  .of  the  Sabine  brings  Mexico 
nearer  our  great  western  commercial  capital  than  is 
desirable;  and  although  we  now  are,  and  for  a  long 
time  may  remain,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  justice 
and  moderation  of  our  neighbor,  still  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  both  parties  that  neither  should  feel  that  he 
is  in  any  condition  of  exposure  on  the  remote  con- 
tingency of  an  alteration  in  existing  friendly  senti- 
ments. 

"Impressed  with  these  views,  the  president  has 
thought  the  present  might  be  an  auspicious  period 
lor  urgiiig  a  negotiation,  at  Mexico,  to  seille  the 
boundary  between  the  territories  of  the  two  repub- 
lics.    The  success  of  the  negotiation  will  probably 


he  promoted  by  throwing  into  it  other  motives  than 
tlian  (hose  which  strictly  belong  to  the  subject  itself. 
If  we  could  obtain  such  a  boundary  as  we  desire, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  might  be  dis- 
posed to  pay  a  reasonable  pecuniary  consideration. 
The  boundary  which  we  prefer  is  that  which,  begin- 
ning at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  in  the  sea, 
shall  ascend  that  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Puerco,  thence  ascending  this  river  to  its  source,  and 
from  its  source,  by  a  line  due  north,  to  strike  the 
Arkansas,  thence  following  the  course  of  the  south- 
ern bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  in  latitude 
42  degress  north,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  of  lati- 
tude to  the  south  sea.  The  boundary  thus  described 
would,  according  to  the  United  States  Tanner'smap, 
published  in  tlie  United  States,  leave  Santa  Fe  with- 
in the  limits  of  Mexico,  and  the  whole  of  Red  river 
or  Rio  Roxo  and  the  Arkansas,  as  far  up  as  it  is  pro- 
bably navigable,  within  the  limits  assigned  to  the  U. 
States.  If  that  boundary  be  unattainable,  we  would, 
as  the  next  most  desirable,  agree  to  tlint  of  the  Co- 
lorado, beginning  at  its  mouth,  in  the  bay  of  Bernar- 
do, and  ascending  the  river  to  its  source,  and  thence 
by  a  line  due  north  to  the  Arkansas,  and  thence,  as 
above  traced,  to  the  south  sea.  This  latter  bounda- 
ry would  probably  also  give  us  the  whole  of  the  lied 
river,  would  throw  us  somewhat  further  from  San- 
ta Fe,  but  it  would  strike  Arkansas  possibly  at  a  na- 
vigable point.  To  obtain  the  first  described  bounda- 
ry, the  president  authorises  you  to  oB'er  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Mexico  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars.  If  you  find  it  impracticable  to  pro- 
cure that  line,  you  are  then  authorised  to  offer,  for 
the  above  line  of  the  Colorado,  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  If  either  of  the  above  offers 
should  be  accepted,  you  may  stipulate  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  money,  as  you  may  happen  to 
agree,  within  any  period  not  less  than  three  months 
after  the  exchange  at  (he  city  of  Washington  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

"Should  you  be  able  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  it  should  contain  a  stipulation  for 
the  mutual  right  of  navigation  of  the  Rio  del  Norte 
or  the  Colorado,  as  the  one  or  the  other  of  them  may 
be  agreed  on,  and  for  the  exercise  of  a  comftion  ju- 
risdiction over  the  river  itself.  The  treaty  may  also 
provide  for  the  confirmation  of  all  bona  fide  grants 
for  lands  made  prior  to  its  date,  with  the  conditions  of 
which  there  shall  have  been  a  compliance;  and  it 
may  contain  a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  Loui- 
siana and  Florida  treaties,  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  inhabitants  into  the  union,  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution,  anil  for  their  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
property,  and  religion. 

"There  should  also  be  a  provision  made  for  the  de- 
livery of  the  country  to  the  United  Slates  simultan- 
eously, as  as  nearly  so  as  practicable,  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  consideration.  We  should  be  satisfied 
with  a  surrender  of  possession  at  that  time,  as  far  as 
the  river  line  extends,  (the  Del  Norte  or  the  Colora- 
do), and  to  receive  the  residue  as  soon  as  the  line  to 
the  Arkansas  can  be  traced,  which  the  treaty  ought 
to  provide  should  be  done  without  unnecessary  de- 
lay, and,  at  all  events,  before  a  future  day  to  be  spe- 
cified." 

Here,  then,  was  proof  that  a  former  president  of 
the  United  States  not  only  wanted  more  territory 
added,  but  was  willing  to  pay  a  million  of  dollars^ if 
it  extended  to  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  half  that  sum 
if  it  went  no  further  than  the  Colorado,  .^nd  it 
showed  further  that  he  was  not  only  for  the  purchase 
to  the  territory,  but  for  the  admitting  its  inhabitants 
into  the  union.  This  was  authentic  information,  in- 
formation on  which  the  gentleman  might  rely  with 
much  more  certainty  than  on  any  vague  report  about 
the  existing  chief  magistrate.  This  w'as  a  line  of 
policy  which  Mr.  W.  had  approved  and  applauded 
at  the  time  and  which  he  still  applauded  and  approv- 
ed, if,  as  was  said,  it  was  the  policy  of  Mr.  Tyler. 
There  was  now  no  money  to  be  paid  for  the  territo- 
ry, and  it  was  occupied  by  a  sovereign  power  which 
had  authority  to  transfer  it.  If  the  annexation  had 
been  wise  and  peaceable,  and  practicable  and  desira- 
ble in  1827,  it  was  not  less  so  in  1842.  It  was  fair 
to  presume  that  the  same  motives  still  continued  to 
operate  on  those  who  sought  the  same  thing. 

And  why  should  not  Texas  be  united  to  this  union? 
What  would  the  effect  of  such  an  event  be?  To  ex- 
tend slavery?  Not  at  all.  Slavery  existed  in  Texas 
to  just  the  same  extent  now  as  it  would  were  Texas 
a  part  of  the  United  States.  The  only  difference 
would  be  to  bring  it  under  our  own  jurisdiction.  It 
was  now  in  a  foreign  state,  where  we  could  exert  no 
influence  over  it  to  mitigate  its  severity  or  restrain 
its  abuse.  Was  it  in  the  spirit  of  philanthropy  that 
gciillemen  opposed  it?  In  the  spirit  of  Christian 
missijnari.-5?  Mr.  W.  thuuglit  it  was  lield  among 
them  that  to  benefit  the  heathen  you  must  be  among 
them.  Christianity  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  their 


minds;  and  so,  if  these  philanthropic  gentlemen  want- 
ed to  mitigate  those  evils  of  slavery  over  which  they 
made  such  doleful  lamentation,  let  them  bring  it  with- 
in our  reach  and  jurisdiction. 

Could  they  multiply  their  petitions  ten  thousand 
fold,  would  they  reach  slavery  in  a  foreign  state?  If 
the  spirit  of  emancipation  was  to  go  forth,  like  an 
angel,  from  the  north  toward  the  south,  strikin"  off 
manacles  and  drying  up  tears,  (Mr.  W.  now  spoke  as 
one  of  themselves),  why  not  bring  the  slavery  of 
Texas  also  within  its  range?  Why  leave  that  one 
dark  spot  untouched?  Did  they  not  perceive  that,  as 
long  as  Texas  remained  in  a  separate  state,  it  would 
be  an  asylum  for  slavery? 

But  possibly  they  v/ould  evade  the  force  of  this 
argument  by  looking  to  England  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  of  Texas:  if  so,  they  utterly  mistook  the  mo- 
tives and  the  means  of  England.  She  had  in  the  re- 
public of  Texas  a  rival  to  the  United  States  in  the 
production  of  cotton,  and  as  long  as  she  wished  to  re- 
tain her  as  such,  she  would  keep  up  the  slave  labor 
in  Texas  against  the  slave  labor  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  W.  scouted  the  idea  of  England  being  sincerely 
engaged  in  the  work  of  emancipation,  referred  to 
the  late  detection  of  a  conspiracy  between  British 
cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  the  slave  dealers, 
and  also  to  her  undeviatlng  course  of  oppression  in 
India,  as  proofs  to  the  contrary.  If  gentlemen  wish- 
ed to  keep  Texas  as  a  foreign  state  in  juxtaposition 
with  our  southwestern  border,  that  she  might  be  a 
mart  for  contraband  dealers  in  cotton  for  the  benefit 
of  England,  and  to  the  injury  of  the  southern  states — 
if  that  was  their  plan — then  it  was  the  surest  way 
that  could  be  taken  to  rivet  upon  her  the  chains  of 
slavery  forever.  No:  if  they  were  really  sincere  in 
their  professed  desires  to  see  slavery  abolished,  their 
true  and  only  course  was  to  annex  Texas  to  the 
United  States.  [A  laugh  in  eertaiii  portions  of  the 
house.] 

Mr.  W.  next  expatiated  on  the  possible  effects  of 
the  war  between  Texas  and  Mexico  and  on  the 
sympathies  of  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Valley 
for  their  Texian  brethren.  But  once  set  before  them 
the  conquest  of  the  rich  Mexican  provinces,  and  you 
might  as  well  attempt  to  stop  the  wind.  This  go- 
vernment might  send  its  troops  to  the  frontier  to 
turn  them  back,  and  they  would  run  over  them  like 
a  heard  of  buffalo.  Or  did  gentlemen  intend  to  put 
forth  the  odious,  exploded,  detestable  doctrine  of  "no 
expatriation?"  The  western  people  would  mock  at 
such  a  barrier;  I  hey  would  come  armed  to  the  fron- 
tier, and  who  should  stop  them  from  crossing  the 
line  and  going  where  they  pleased?  Let  the  work 
once  begin,  and  Mr.  W.  did  not  know  that  this  house 
would  hold  him  very  long.  Let  Texas  give  him 
but  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  he  would  undertake 
to  pay  every  American  claimant  against  Mexico 
fourfold  his  demand.  He  would  fix  our  boundary, 
not  where  Mr.  .Idaim  had  tried  to  fix  it,  at  the  Rio 
del  Norte,  but  far,  far  beyond;  ay,  and  he  v/ould  soon 
fix  California  v/here  all  the  power  of  Great  Britain 
should  never  be  able  to  reach  it.  Slavery  should 
pour  itself  abroad  without  restraint,  and  find  no  li- 
mit but  the  southern  ocean.  The  Camanches  should 
no  longer  hold  the  richest  mines  of  Mexico;  but 
every  golden  image  which  had  received  the  profana- 
tion of  a  false-worship  should  soon  be  melted  down, 
not  into  Spanish  milled  dollars,  indeed,  but  into 
good  American  eagles.  [Laughter,  mixed  with  some 
exclamations.]  Yes;  then  should  more  hard  money 
flow  into  the  United  States  than  any  exchequer  or 
sub-treasury  could  ever  circulate.  He  would  cause 
as  much  gold  to  cross  the  Piio  del  Norte  as  the  mules 
of  Mexico  could  carry;  ay,  and  make  a  better  use  of 
it,  too,  than  any  lazy  bigotted  priesthood  under  heaven. 
[A  general  laugh.] 

.Mr.  VV.  next  alluded  to  the  blockade  of  the  coast 
of  Great  Britain  in  1814  by  the  privateer  Captain 
Boyle,  to  Houston's  Mexican  blockade,  to  Alamo, 
and  to  his  future  feats.  Nor  could  all  the  vaunted 
power  of  England  stop  the  chivalry  of  the  west  till 
they  had  planted  the  Texian  star  on  the  walls  of  the 
city  of  Montezuma.  Nothing  could  keep  these 
booted  loafers  from  rushing  on  till  they  kicked  the 
Spanish  priests  out  of  the  temples  they  profaned. 
Gentlemen  might  be  horror-stricken  at  this. 

[A  voice:  "Oh  no,  sir,  not  at  all;  we  are  quite 
calm."] 

Mr.  W.  then  entered  into  calculations  to  prove  his 
correctness,  &e.  fie.  finally  saidthat  he  wanted  no  war 
with  Mexico;  he  went  for  sending  a  minister  to  pre- 
serve peace;  but,  unless  she  treated  our  citizens  on  an 
equal  footing  with  those  of  England,  he  was  for  war, 
and  cared  not  how  soon. 

It  was  said  that  this  would  marry  us  to  a  war  with 
England.  This  had  been  too  well  answered  by  his 
friend  (.Mr.  Cashing)  already;  but  for  his  own  part, 
if  he  was, to  choose  a  war  with  any  power,  the  pros- 
pect of  a  war  with  England  was  the  very  thing  he 
should  desire.     If  he  were  to  pick  out  a  war  to  suit 
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ith  EiK'land.     Here  i      He  knew  nothing  of  the  instructions  given  to  the 
'  ^  '   ■  ter   to  Mexico,  but  hoped  tliey  ivere  of 


his  taste,  it  would  be  a                             ,  . 

^L   a   "foc'-nan   worthy  of  our  steel."     He  would  present  mm                                            •.•,,.,      .  ,■ 

Tp'-e  Mexico  to  Texas  L.I  the  people  of  the  Valley:  such  a  character  as  to  require  m.med.alely  the  deli 

he    couid  soon  dispose  of  her.  Let  a  war  come;  w.th  very  of  all  our  citizens   now  conhned  in   Mex.co- 

v.2,ce  the  United  Stales  and  Te:?as,on  thcone  side,  that  they  were  positive  and   peremptory;  and  if  the 

in^l  EnslandHinOaexUo  on  the  other;  he  would  ask  ,  demand  is  not  complied  w'lh,  that  thenextnegotia- 

iinthinR  better.  ....     ,1,    tt  ■,  a 

Mr.  W.  then  insisted  that  a  majority  in  the  United 
States  were  in  favor  of  the  annexat 


might  be  one  of  our  squadrons  com 
,nandcd  by  one  of  our  gallant  navy  officers;  he  would 
I  of  Texas,  and  !  wish  to  see  them  otf  Vera  Crcz,  and  he  would  trust 
ij  •  ,u,  =„^mo,i  n''Mninp  ind  Nantucket  if ,  to  their  honor  to  effect  the  release  of  our  people 
t"w  e"  rravo  Te  gl  nd'Tettmg  possession  of ,  which  negotiation  had  failed  to  do.  He  knew  noth- 
Canfornia  Our  policy  was  peace  but  to  threaten  us  !  ing  of  the  president's  opinions,  whether  or  not  they 
with  the  growl  of  the  "British  lion  was  the  very  way  |  we 


^ in  favor  of  the  annexation  to  Texas;  if  so,  and 

I  if  he  could  accomplish  the  object,  he  should  regard 


'°  ^^'co^S^^^ow  rose  and  the  house  adjourned.  !  him  worthy  of_  tlie  _highest  Ju^or^^  1^  ''^^J^^^Z 


Thcrsdav,  April   14.     A  message  was   rece 
from   the  senate  announcing  the  passage  of  certain 
bills,  among  which  was  the  loan   bill  with  amend- 

This  amendment  was  concurred  In  by  the  house. 


,,„j  I  Florida  wa's  obtained  from  Spain,  Santa  Anna  would 
be  very  glad  to  dispose  of  Texas,  and  this  govern- 
ment might  purchase  her  on  the  same  terms. 

With  respect  to  the  invasion  by  the  Mexicans  and 
the  subjugation  of  Texas,  the  greater  probability  was 


and  the  bill  awaits  the  president's  signature  to  be-   that  Texas,  with  her  single   star,  would  marcli  to 
ana   inc  urn  .iw<in=  1  o  Mexico  itself;  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  iiot  far  dis- 

tant when  they  might  hear  the  pleasing  intelligence 
that  that  single  star,  the  emblem  of  liberty,  is  flying 
in  triumph  over  Mexico. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  now  taken  his 
seat.  He  had  observed  that  the  gentleman  was  a 
man  who  was  not  often  excited,  but  when  bent  on 
this  object  of  mischief,  when  engaged  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  appeared  uppermost  in  his  feelings, 
would  indulge  in  intemperance  and  violence  towards 
p'iVted.and  the  subject  postponed  for  a  week.  |  that  portion    of  the  country,   which  he  appeared  to 

Mr.  inrtn  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  legisla-    |iate  with  a  holy  hatred.    What  might  have  been  the 
tiii-e  of  Pennsylvania,  instructing  their  senators,  and  |  relationship  of  that  gentleman  with  tlie  present  min 

requesting  their  representatives' to  urge  an  appropri- 1  istcr  to  Mexico  he  did   not  know.     Jh-   "■-n- 

ation  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio,  so  as  to  en- 1  had  taken  '  '   "    ' 


Mr.  CiisAijiff,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs reported  the  following  resolution: 

RcFok-ed,  That  the  President  ofthe  United  States 
be  avid  he'hereby  is  requested  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  British  government  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  permanent,  equitable,  and  just  conven- 
tional arrangement  of  the  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  colonies  in  America 

The  resolution   and  report   were   ordered   to  be 


sure  a  regular  atid   permanent  steamboat  navigati 
on  it  while  free  from  ice,  and  to  oppose  the  construc- 
ti(,'n  of  a  bridge  over  it  at  any  point. 

The  house  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  diplomatic  ex- 
po iditures,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  to  strikeout 
the  appropriation  for  a  mission  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  IVire  arose  and  vindicated  the  fitness  of  Gen. 
Thomnson  for  the  mission,  which  had  been  assailed 
by  Mr.  Slack.  From  intercourse  he  knew  the  char- 
acter of  Gen.  T.  than  whom  he  had  never  known  a 
more  bland  and  kind  hearted  man.  He  was  accom- 
plished in  his  manners  as  a  gentleman,  and  in  his  ad- 
dress was  more  distinguished  for  the  suaniter  than 
the  forlUer.  The  gentleman  of  Vermont,  neither  had 
ever  been  his  associate  or  knew  him  sufficiently  well 
to  be  a  judge  of  his  personal  temper,  but  had  felt 
the  spenr  and  lance  of  that  gent'enian  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Bailer,  of  S.  C.  said  he  had  listened  with  as- 
tonishment at  the  proposition,  coming  from  the  quar- 
ter it  did.  He  thought  it  exhibited,  in  adjusting 
questions  between  this  and  foreign  governments,  an 
ill-tempered  feeling.  If  there  was  ever  a  time  when 
every  member  of  this  house,  from  whatever  section 
he  came,  should  forget  his  sectional  feelings,  when 
the  honor  of  the  country  was  concerned,  this  was 
the  time  v/hen  it  should  be  done;  but  this  proposi- 
tion exhibited  that  there  were  strong  sectional  feel- 
ings uppermost  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  and  an 
ill-temper  towards  the  south. 

This  was  the  time  when  a  representative  of  this 
country  should  be  at  Mexico  to  v/atch  the  course  of 
events,  and  report  them  truly  and  faithfully.  At  this 
time,  when  its  petty  tyrant  was  marching  to  invade 
Texas,  aided  by  British  gold  and  British  influence,  the 
proposition  waste  withdraw  our  minister!  Whatever 
might  be  the  sympathies  of  a  certain  class  of  gentle- 
men here  and  elsewhere,  v.diethcr  they  might  or 
might  not  be  enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  tyrant  of 
Mexico,  his  feelings  wei'o  enlisted  in  behalf  of  that 
gallant  people  of  Texas  who,  by  their  sufferings, 
their  hardships,  and  their  bravery,  had  entitled  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  the  civilized  world. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  founded  his  be- 
lief only  on  the  delusive  and  ill-natured  feelings  that 
governed  him  on  all  occasions. 

His  object  in  rising  was  mainly  to  reply  to  some 
remarks  in  vindication  of  his  predecessor   from  an 


:entleman 
easion  in  his  absence  to  say  that,  from 
his  want  of  temper,  he  was  unfit  to  represent  us  at 
Mexico.  If  the  gentleman  had  received  from  this 
oHieer  a  private  injury,  it  would  have  been  much 
more  becoming  in  him  to  have  repelled  the  insult'at 
the  time  than  at  this  distant  period. 

Mr.  Slade  was  understood  to  say  he  had  no  recol- 
tion  of  having  received  insult  or  assaults  of  a  per- 
sonal character  on  this  floor  from  Ihe  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  the  present  minister. 

Mr.  Butler  said  he.  regretted  tliat  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  had  seen  fit  thus  wantonly  to  assail 
this  gentleman  in  his  absence. 

Mr.  J.  C.  lagersoU  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  reducing  the  sums  of  appropriation  for  the 
missions  to  Austria  and  Prussia  one-half. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersnll  said,  when  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman, who  had  so  conspicuous  a  position  as  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  hur- 
ried a  bill  of  this  sort  through,  when  every  body 
knew,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Hal- 
stcd)  had  proved  by  records  published  a  few  days  ago 
in  the  Intelligencer,  that  this  house  was  already  in 
advance  in  its  business  of  former  congresses  at  this 
period  of  the  session — when  the  gentleman  said  he 
hoped  there  would  he  but  little  debate,  he  (Mr.  I) 
said,  in  the  face  of  the  country — and  that  was  the 
principal  reason  why  he  had  risen — that  it  was  bet- 
ter that  the  appropriations  for'  the  army  and  navy 
should  be  delayed  than  there  should  be  any  suppres- 
sion of  what  any  and  every  representative  chose  to 
say  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  tiie  state  of  the 
union.  The  committee  of  the  whole  was  the  great 
(Iljfence  of  the  American  public,  an^infinitely  stron- 
ger defence  than  the  whole  army  and  navy.  Mr.  I. 
further  referred  to  the  wide  range  of  discussion  pro- 
per to  be  taken  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  said 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  given  to  every  indivi- 
dual to  express  his  local  and  particular  as  well  as 
his  national  views,  and  tliat  the  abridgment  of  this 
liberty  was  the  great  reason  why  this  house  was  dai- 
ly sinking  in  puijlic  estimation,  when  the  other  legis- 
lative body,  with  no  bettor  sense  of  propriety  and 
decorum,  was  rising  every  day  in  good  will.  He  in- 
tended in  his  remarks,  to  observe  the  rules  of  order, 
and  appealed  to  the  chairman  to  restrain  him  if  he 
should  transgress  them. 

The  house  would  recollect  (he  was  understood  lo 


assault  on  his  rliaracter  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver-  :  say)  that  at  the  last  session  he  had  moved  to  reduce 
mont,  (Mr.  Slude.)  He  was  sorry  that  the  gentle- !  the  diplomatic  establishment,  conceiving  as  ho  did 
man  was  not  in  his  scat.  The  gentleman  was  a  cool  '  that  wo  had  too  much  of  it  in  the  dillerent  parU  of 
and  calculating  man,  who  approached  a  subject  with  !  the  world.  Our  diplomatic  agencies  were  cumbrous, 
rare  and  caution.  He  regretted  that  on  this  oeca- !  were  overdone.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  letter  ad- 
sinn  he  had  felt  it  his  duly  to  have  so  far  forgot  what '  dressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
was  due  to  an  American  citizen  as  to  have  taken  the  •  alTairs,  (Mr.  .9dams,)  the  secretary  of  slate  had  sug- 
advanlage  of  his  position  to  have  assailed  an  absent  'gestcd  whether  the  business  could  not  be  better  done 
gentleman.  JMagnanimity  would  appear  to  have  re-  by  a  dili'erent  arrangement,  consulships  insteail  of 
quired  from  him  that  ho  should  have  made  an  open  !  missions.  He  (Mr.  I.)  conceived  that  a  consul  would 
attack,  aboveboard,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  gen-  he  sufficient  at  Vienna  and  Berlin,  where  we  now 
tlcnian  who  might  thus  have  insulted  him.  He  saw  had  full  ministers.and  al.Naples  and  Sardinia,  where 
till-  gi-u!lcir.n!i  vtrv  se!'li-.n  excilcrl,  hut  on  every  oc-  we  had  unrequited  charges,  lie  conceived  that  the 
ension  in  which  opportunity  presented  itself  he  in-  j  whole  system  might  be  reduced  lo  the  republican 
dulged  in  most  violent,  ill-tempered  abuse  of  the  standard, 
oulh  and  her  institutions.  |     There  was  a  view  of  this  subject  which  was  never 


taken;  that  was,  that  precisely  as  we  export  foreign 
ministers  do  we  import  them.  It  was  the  imported 
foreign  minister, to  whom  we  paid  nothing,  by  whom 
we  suffered  vastly  more  than  by  those  we  export, 
v/hom  we  pay.  Our  foreign  ministers  cost  us  but 
little  more  than  ^80,000;  but  what  did  the  foreign 
ministers  cost  us  here?  They  had  revolutionized 
this  country.  The  gold-spoon  influence  which  came 
from  that  quarter  infected  every  body  here:  no  man 
could  escape  it,  neither  presidents,  secretary,  nor  all 
the  rest.  He  thought  that  the  change  that  "had  been 
made  in  this  respect  should  be  deprecated,  both  in 
its  eSects  on  the  public  and  private  man,  on  the 
statesman  and  the  citizens  of  the  republic.  These 
foreign  missions  were  therefore  injurious,  not  only 
because  they  cost  us  so  much  money,  and  add  so 
much  to  the  presidential  patronage  in  theunnecessa- 
rv  numbers  sent  abroad,  hut  infinitely  more  in  those 
they  bring  back  on  us.  The  gravest  question  in  the 
world  was  now  in  negotiation  in  this  city,  which  in- 
volved at  once  the  question  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade,  in  which  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  the 
deputies  of  France,  and  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  were  all  agitated  at  this  moment;  and  now  it 
came  to  be  connected  with  the  immense  question  of 
the  right  of  search.  He  was  about  to  say  that  the 
representatives  of  foreign  courts  here,  whose  access 
to  our  own  executive  was  perfectly  familiar,  exer- 
cised a  great  influence.  He  did  not  speak  of  the  pre- 
sident now  in  the  chair,  but  might  not  the  day  come 
when  these  foreign  ministers,  from  this  personal  in- 
fluence with  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
might  have  a  most  vital  bearing  on  pending  negotia- 
tions? This  was  the  motive  to  him  of  doubting  the 
propriety  of  extending  our  foreign  intercourse,  which 
brings  back  on  us  a  correlative  foreign  influence  of 
this  kind. 

Our  foreign  ministers  should  be  men  of  talents. — 
Our  minister  in  England,  (Mr.  Stevenson),  in  a  se- 
ries of  excellent  letters  to  the  late  British  minister, 
and  our  minister  in  Paris,  (Mr.  Cass),  in  an  able 
pamphlet,  which  had  commanded  much  admiration 
in  Europe,  by  sounding  the  tocsin  on  Ihe  subject  of 
the  right  of  search,  had  saved  the  infliction  of  the 
most  dangerous  and  insupportable  maritime  tyranny 
which  could  be  imposed  on  us.  Mark  the  immense 
effect  of  General  Cass's  interposition  on  this  subject- 
The  French  minister,  of  the  highest  and  purest  cha- 
racter and  integrity, and,  as  he  understood,  a  decided 
abolitionist,  with  the  whole  support  of  the  throne, 
had  been  defeated  in  the  chamber  of  deputies.  We 
were  saved  the  infliction  of  marine  tyranny,  which 
entitled  itself  to  visit,  to  search,  to  capture,  and  send 
in  for  condemnation,  under  frivolous  pretexts,  every 
vessel  in  our  coasting  trade.  From  this  we  have 
been  saved  by  the  happy  and  honorable  interposition 
of  our  foreign  minister  abroad,  as  he  supposed,  with- 
out specific  instructions.  Our  ministers  to  England 
and  France,  (Mr.  1.  was  understood  to  say),  although 
they  rnight  have  had  no  specific  instructions  from  the 
present  executive,  could  look  into  the  journal  of 
their  missions,  and  see  the  laconic  and  noble  corres- 
pondence of  the  late  secretary  of  state — a  man  who 
had  lately  gone  to  his  great  account — a  man  who,  in 
his  long  life,  was  never  guilty  of  a  mean,  dishonest, 
or  unworthy  act — a  great  man.  There  was  then  be- 
fore them  a  law  laid  down,  from  which  it  was  not 
for  them  to  depart,  and  they  were  sufficiently  inform- 
ed to  take  the  stand  they  did,  which  saved  us  and  the 
world  from  this  marine  infliction. 

With  reference  to  these  developments  obroad,  and 
with  reference  to  the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  founded  on  the  commu- 
nication from  the  executive  department,  he  was  not 
prepared  at  this  moment  to  act  fiastily  or  undcviat- 
ingly  on  any  notions  he  might  have,  lie  was  not 
disposed  to  push  matters  to  extremity,  in  the  face  of 
what  they  were  told  here  by  the  gentleman  who 
moved  the  resolution  on  tliis  subject,  and  when  the 
gentleman's  opinion  was  corroborated  by  the  report 
from  the  department  of  state;  and  while  he  hod  moved 
this  amendment,  it  was  fur  an  opportunity  to  give  his 
views  on  the  subject,  and  not  from  any  hope  or  wi5h 
that  the  anirndmcnt  should  prevail.  Ho  trusted,  bo- 
fore  he  left  this  stage,  he  should  have  some  opportu- 
nity, when  the  subject  was  under  consideration,  of 
incorporating  some  propositions  into  our  regulations 
on  the  subject. 

Our  foreign  ministers  were  the  cheap  substitute 
for  war;  according  to  the  constitution  the  cheap  sub- 
stitute for  misunderstanding  with  foreign  nations, 
which  they  prevent. 

He  desired  to  add,  in  connection  with  the  subject, 
a  very  few  words  on  what  he  conceived  to  be  one  of 
the  most  misunderstood  interests  in  the  country, — 
There  had  come  among  us  lately  an  envoy  extraordi- 
nary from  Great  Britain;  a  gentleman  whom  he  hod 
the  honor  to  know  personally  a  groat  many  years 
ago,  and  who,  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  say,  as 
far  as  his  personal  inclinations  and  personal  temper 
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were  ooiicenicf],  lie  wos  sure  came  to  us  in  a 
peaceful  spirit,  because  he  was  sure  that  was  Ills  na- 
ture; and  he  took  great  pleasure  in  saying  it,  as  tliis 
gentleman  had  been  the  subject  of  some  animadver- 
sion in  the  newspapers,  that  he  never  would  be  con- 
victed of  any  dishonorable  charp;e,  and  that  in  all  h 


that  it  might  lie  heard,  and  be  not  altogether  with- 
out some  use.  He  saw  no  di(5culty  at  all  in  settling 
the  Maine  boundary  question;  nothing  insuperable  in 
the  Caroline  case,  or  the  Creole  case,  or  the  question 
of  the  Oregon  country.  He  saw  no  difficulty  it  set- 
tling all  these  questions,  excepting  one  and  that  could 


intercourse  with  Americans,  at  all  times,  throughout  |  be  settled  in  one  day  if  Lord  Asliburton  were  to 


a  long  life,  he  had  been  a  candid,  liberal 
ous  man.  What  instructions  this  minister  had,  be 
knew  nothing  about;  but  in  his  (Mr.  I's)  apprehen- 
sion, he  could  win  his  way  at  least  without  any  difli- 
culty  by  taking  one  course,  and  that  he  would  take 
the  liberty  publicly  to  suggest. 

It  was  a  remarkable  fact,  not  often  adverted  to, 
that  on  the  five  great  points  of  controversy  between 
the  United  Siatesand  GreatBritain,she  was  in  every 
one  of  them  an  egregious  aggressor.  On  the  Maine 
question  she  took  our  soil;  in  the  Caroline  affair  she 
invaded  it  with  force  and  arms;  in  Oregon  she  dis- 
possessed  us  of  our  territory;  in  the  Creole  case  she  j  h^j  i„tended 
took  what  we  hold,  and  she  had  acknowledged  to  be    ( 


s  to  this  question  of  search  and  visitation.  "I  finil 
the  country  so  much  against  me,  I  must,  as  a  matter 
of  necessity,  give  it  up." 

He  challenged  opposition  to  the  opinion  he  assert- 
ed that  there  was  no  right  of  search  in  time  of  war, 
much  less,  and  it  was   monstrous  for  Great  Britain 
to  come  to  us   and   talk  of  our  yielding  it  in   time 
of  peace.     It  was  merely  an  exnrcise  of  brute  force. 
He  believed  in  the  thirty  treaties  he  had  examined 
within    the    last  two  hundred    years;    (general    and 
prolonged  laughter,  in   which  Mr.    I.  participated); 
that  he  was  on   old    man;  but  he 
say    that  he  had    examined    the 
hundred    years,  which,    as 


he  acknov.Medged 
had  intended  to 
I  treaty    made    for 


°l'Z:!^:':^:^:^t^i^^l1^^  i  -"  -  «-  -  ^f  nature,  vindicated  Uiat  there  was 


to  the  new,  with  exploded  pretentions,  demanding 
that  we  should  submit  not  only  our  vast  commerce  in 
all  the  seas  of  the  ocean,  but  our  coasting  trade  to 
the  visitation  and  search  of  those  who  say  tliat  all 
they  desire  is  to  be  constables  of  Ihe  ocean. 

He  was  a  man  of  peace,  and  he  hoped  we  should 
have  no  war;  but  he  conceived  that  the  evils  of  war 
were  altogether  exaggerated.  He  was  not  insensi- 
ble to  the  evils  of  war;  but  he  wished  the  British 
minister  here  to  understand  that  he  might  depend 
upon  it  (and  he  said  it  with  t!ie  voice  of  friendship) 
that  war  would  not  do  us  as  much  harm  as  his  coun- 
try. In  the  first,  place,  if  we  choose  to  apply  the 
principles  of  war,  it  paid  all  the  stales'  debts  at  once 
—$200,000,000  debts  would  be  settled— [laughter]— 
or,  at  all  events  it  suspended  the  interest  on  the  ca- 
pital during  the  war.  In  the  next  place,  when  they 
talked  of  the  want  of  preparation,  he  had  hardly  pa- 
tience to  sit  still  and  hear  it.  We  were  prepared  be- 
yond the  preparation  for  either  of  the  former  v.'ars; 
in  the  first  place  in  having  a  sufncient  population,  in 
the  capacity  of  clothing  that  populati.jn,  and  in  hav- 
ing all  the  materials  of  war  greatly  superior  to  the 
materials  of  any  other  nation  in  the  world.  There 
was  nothing  in  any  navy  in  the  world  to  be  compar- 
ed to  the  two  vessels  now  arrived  almost  within  the 
sound  of  his  voice.  There  were  none  in  tlio  British 
or  French  navy  at  all  comparable  with  these  vessels; 
so  he  was  informed  by  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  that 
these  ships  were  superior  to  any  thing  in  the  world 
All  our  lakes  and  rivers  were  covered  with  trans 
porting  steamboats,  which  he  was  informed  could 
readily  be  made  efficient  for  harbor  defence. 

On  this  subject  of  preparation,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  we  were  under  a  lamentable  delusion.  He 
should  be  sorry  if  v.e  were  better  prepared,  because 
we  must  always  compromise;  we  live  in  a  republican 
country,  our  republicanism  by  the  existence  of  an 
armed  government;  and  he  would  rather  take  this  na- 
tion as  It  is,  than  the  most  completely  armed  nation 
of  the  world.  Give  him,  if  we  go  to  war,  that  moral 
nation  in  v,liom  the  principles  of  liberty,  indepen- 
dence and  defiance  exist,  in  preference  to  all  the 
armed  power  on  earth.  It  was  a  monsirous  humbug 
to  talk  of  the  British  going  into  New  York  and  burn- 
ing it.  He  had  been  told  by  the  first  officer  in  the 
American  navy  that  it  was  just  as  easy  to  burn  Lon- 
don as  New  York,  and  that  be  would  answer  for  it, 
if  they  burned  New  York,  give  liim  a  little  opportu- 
nity and  he  would  burn  London  too.     [Laughter]. 

They  talked  of  a  servile  insurrection,  of  setting 
the  slaves  of  the  south  on  us,  and  dismembering  the 
union.  Were  they  to  be  talking  in  this  way,  when 
they  knew  that  Ireland,  India,  and  Canada,  hung  by 
a  thread?  andinsteadof  dismembering  us,  we  had  only 
to  let  loose  what  their  own  brilliant  Canning  called 
the  spirit  of  freedom,  and  they  would  fall  to  pieces 
like  the  banking  system  of  the  United  States?  [A 
laugh.]  He  did  not  wish  to  see  Great  Britain  other- 
wise than  Great  Britain,  except  when  she  made  ag- 
gressions on  our  own  country.  He  wished  to  tell 
her  (he  was  understood  to  say)  when  he  talked  of 
dismembering  us,  that  we  were  in  a  state  of  perfect 
union,  and  he  hoped  that  this  mission  now  pending 
here  Vr-ould  terminate  by  this  administration  taking 
its  position  and  saying,  "we  are  for  peace.  We  do 
not  want  to  fight.  Do  not  make  it  for  our  interests; 
we  cannot  yield  to  your  demands;  if  we  should,  the 
senate  would  overrule  us;  congress  would  defeat  our 
purpose;  the  people  would  (urn  against  us;  in  this 
popular  country,  concessions    you   require 


no  right  of  search,  and  that  this  demand  was  a  mon 
strosity. 

The  greatest  question  in  the  world,  which  now 
agitated  all  Christendom  nearly,  was  this  mixed  ques- 
tion of  the  slave  trade  and  this  right  of  visitation  and 
search;  and  if  ever  deserted  by  France,  as  we  are  by 
R-ussia  and  the  other  powers,  hov/  noble  and  glorioii 


One  of  the  first  articles  in  the  pamphlet  is  the 
statement  of  Gen.  Horalio  Gales  as  to  the  manner 
m  which  Mr.  Rumsey's  boat  ascendi^l  the  Potomac, 
against  the  current,  in  December,  1787.  And  the 
last  article  is  a  copy  of  parts  of  a  letter  written  by 
Rumsey  to  Gen.  Washington,  in  178.5,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  invention. 

The  house  knows  that  there  is  a  bill  now  pending, 
reported  by  the  select  commitlee,  proposing  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  heirs  of  Rumsey.  ThCconlenls  of 
this  pamphlet  will  exhibit  evidence  of  the  facts  upon 
which  that  bill  is  based. 

I  am,  moreover,  anxious,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  redeem 
the  character,  the  services,  and  the  memory  of  James 
Rumsey  from  oblivion.  I  think  the  nation  should  at 
least  cherish  his  memory  with  gratitude,  if  his  heirs 
are  not  to  receive  a  substantial  token  of  the  estimate 
placed  on  their  ancestor's  services  to  mankind  by  a 
liberal  grant  of  lands.  Mr.  U.  moved  that  the  pam- 
phlet be  reprinted  by  order  of  the  house.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed  without  objection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cusliln^,  the  various  resolutions 
which  had  been  presented  during  the  present  session 
on  the  subject  of  amendments  to  the  constitulion  of 
the  United  States,  were  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee heretofore  raised  on  that  subject. 

The  house  then  resumed  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  civil  and  diplomatic 


would  be  our  posiiion,  how   imposing  our  attitude,  j  fPP™l'",^.''°"'' ''j^^,  ^''^  amendment^fisred_ thereto 
standing  alone  to  uphold  freedom   by  sea,  as  our  ex-    *'"  ^^"    '"""'    ""''  ''"   ''"'■"'""  ■'     ""*  -"'-—•' 

ample  had  given  it  to  much  of  the  world  ashore?  It 
would  be  for  the  United  Slates  to  stand  up  in  a  peace- 
able attitude  and  say,  we  do  not  mean  to  go  to  war, 
unless  you  coerce  us;  we  do  not  mean  to  strike  princi- 
ples, which  are  the  true  American  principles.  He 
trusted  the  British  minister  would  be  successful  in  his 
mission,  if  a  mission  of  conciliation  and  peace;  that  he 
would  setile  every  point  in  controversy,  and  return  to 
an  earldom.  Lord  Ashburton  had  iir.'l's  best  wishes 
for  such  a  triumph.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
ea.=y  for  him  to  succeed  in  his  mission,  provided  he 
took  the  proper  course;  and  if  ho  should,  before  they 
adjourned  tn  go  to  their  homes,  he  conceived  that  al- 
most every  dilficully  would  be  settled.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  their  settlement  by  the  application  of  a 
little  good  sense. 


by  Mr.  Linn,  and  its  farther  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  IngerscU. 

.Mr.  .Idams  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks. 
Mr.  CampbtU,  of  S.  C:  addressed   the   committee, 
and  having  concluded,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Satcrd.'.t,  April  16.  The  house  resumed  in  com- 
mitlee of  the  whole  the  bill  for  diplomatic  appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  Slade  desired  to  make  explanations,  and  after 
a  few  remarks  concluded. 

Mr.  BoU^  arose  and  addressed  the  committee. 
Mr.  Linn  withdrew  bis  -proposed  amendment,  and 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  IiigrraoU  to  Mr.  Litmus  amend- 
ment was  wilhdrawn,  Iherefore,  with  it^ 

The  committee   then    passed    on    to    the   sequent 
litems  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  various 
„    J.J  1  ,,  ,.    ,      ,.„  objects,  and  finally  rose  and   reported  the  bill  to  the 

So  did  he  conceive  there  was  little  difficulty  in  \hoU^  v/ith  its  several  amendments.  Having  dis- 
sett  ing  our  domestic  afiairs.  He  thought  if  they  let '  mussed  it  for  some  time,  Ihe  house  adjourned, 
the  tariff  alone  for  two  or  three  months  more  it  would  |  Mo.vd.vy,  April  18.  Mr.  Innn,  of  Pa.  arose  and 
settle  Itself.  He  lelt  as  tranquil  on  that  as  on  the  announced  the  death  of  his  colleague,  the  honorable 
ques^tion  oi  our  foreign  relations.  With  regard  to  [  j,  ,,  !,,„„„„,  and  having  delivered  an  eulogy,  of- 
';,.''_.^'1''„''''5"?.".°''.'^"'  exchequer   project,   there    fercd  at  the  request  of  his  coUeagues,  resolutions  of 

condolence   and  respect  to  his  memory  which  were 


also  the  restoration  of  specie  payments  all  over  the 
country  was  settling  the  question;  and  if  they  would 
take  care  and  talk  in  committee  of  the  whole  for  a 
month  or  two  all  these  things  would  settle  them- 
selves better  than  they  could  do  it.  As  he  had  been 
charged  with  being  non-committal,  he  begged  leave 
to  speak  without  reserve;  and  suggest  a  ground  on 
which  they  might  all  meet  in  harmony  on  the  cur- 
rency question;  and  he  saw  nothing  but  party  feelings 
to  prevent  it.  Pie  was  not  wedded  to  the  sub-trea- 
sury. It  was  not  a  tine  qua  non  with  him.  He  was 
ready  to  vole  for  any  measure  which  embraced  its 
principle  without  its  machinery.  So,  also,  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  he  toolc  to  be  out  of  the  question 
for  the  present.  All  must  yield.  Let  them  fall  back 
on  the  act  of  1789,  an  act  of  Washinglon's  adminis- 
tration. There  was  an  act  which,  wilh  a  litde  addi- 
tion to  suit  the  circumstances  of  rhe  times,  would  be 
all  that  was  necessary.  He  desired  nothing  more.  He 
conceived  that  there  was  no  great  difficulty  in  arrang- 
ing our  aifairs  abroad  or  at  home. 

Mr.  ^(lams  arose  and  addressed  the  committee. 
[See  page  119]  and  having  concluded  the  committee 
rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Frid-IY,  April  15.  Mr.  Undcnnood  rose  and  said 
that  he  held  in  his  hand  an  old,  tattered,  and  worn 
pamphlet,  which  had  been  printed  before  this  gov- 
ernment was  formed.  Its  author  was  James  Rum- 
sey, and  its  subject  steamboat  navigation.  Those 
who  were  here  when  Edward  Rumsey,  the  nephew 
of  James,  made  on  this  floor  a  speech  of  unsurpass- 
ed eloquence  on  the  subject  of  his  uncle's  claims  to 
originality  as  the  first  human  being  who  ever    appli- 


adopted,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  19.  The  members  attended  the 
funeral  of  the  hon.  Joseph  Laiorence,  from  the  house 
to  the  national  cemetery. 

Wedxesday,  April  20.  The  house  proceeded  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  civil  and -diploma- 
tic expenses,  and  after  a  protracted  discussion  of 
various  points  of  order,  and  having  struck  out  m 
general  the  appropriations  for  contingent  expenses, 
and  the  indefinite  sum  of  $100,000  for  the  judiciary, 
and  passed  an  amendment  limiting  the  receipts  of 
the  district  attorney  and  clerk  of  the  United  States 
district  court  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  an  engrossment  and  finally 
pa.ssed. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  arose  and  stated  that  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war  of  3d  March,  gave  information 
that  the  appropriations  for  the  quarter-master's  and 
commissary  gener3l',''f  departments  were  exhausted, 
and  moved  therefore,  to  go  into  committee,  which 
being  agreed  to,  he  then  moved  to  take  up  the  army 
bill.     Negatived  78  to  72. 

Mr.  Citshing  moied  that  the  committee  take  up  the 
exchequer  bill      Rejected. 

Mr.  Jlcditl,  of  Pa.  moved  to  take  up  the  apportion- 
ment bill.  This  motion  was  assented  to,  and  after 
discussion,  the  representalive  number  of  58,000,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Sleum-l,  of  Illinois,  was  agreed  to  be 
substitnted  for  the  number  of  70,000,  as  proposed  by 
filr.  Everett. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  speaker  laid    before  the  house  a  communica- 


ed  the  power  of  steam   in    jn-opelling  a  boat,  might   tion  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated  A.pril  16, 
recollect   his   statement,  that,  when  a   boy,  ho    had    informing  that  the  sleam  frigates  SlLssouri  and    Mis- 
seen  a  pamphlet  containing  many  evidences  of  the  |  sissippi,  were  at  anchor  off  "Greenleaf  point,  having 
nature  and  date  of  his  uncle's  experiments  upon  the  j  been  ordered  here  that  members   of  congress,  if  so 
Potomac,  and  which  pamplet  had  unfortunately  been  I  inclined,    might    have    an   opportunity    to   examine 
lost.     Sir,  (continued   Mr.  U.)  the  pamphlet  I  now  j  these  specimens  of  American  naval  architecture,  and 
hold  in  my  hand  is  the  same  which  he  alluded  to.     I    inviting  lliem  on  Tuesday  next,  the  19th  inst.  to  visit 
tremely  unpopular."     We  had  the  sympathies  of  all    procured  it  day  before  yesterday  from   Mr.  Bliss,  of  said   vessels.     The  time  having  passed,  the  speaker 
France,  Prussia,  Russia,   Sweden,   Denmark,  every  ^  Nev,'  York,  to  whom  1  was  introduced  by  a  mc-mber  !  informed  that   the  secretary  proposed   that    the  visit 
---'---        ■■       ■     •■  "    -      13  too.     [La^igh-j  (Jlr.  J.  C.  C7.!,-A)  fi-cm   that  slate.     Jlr.'  Bliss,  who  |  should    be  made   on  any  other  clay  agreeable  to  the 

many  years  since  was  engaged  in  steamboat  expcri-  ;  house,     .\fter  some  conversation,  it  was  resolved  to 
spirit  of  peace;    raents  in  the  west,  obtained  the  pamphlet   from  Dr.  j  visit  them  on  Saturday  23d  at  12  m. 
lie  trusted' Edward  Rumsey,  deceased,  the  brother  of  James.      I     The  house  then  adjourned. 


maritime   nation  in  the  world, 
ler.] 

He  had  said   these  things 
he  had  no  hostile  temper  or  disposition. 
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Amist\d  Africans.  They  arrived  at  Sierre  Leone 
on  January  15,  50  days  from  New  York,  and  were 
well  received  by  Dr.  Ferguson  the  heut  governor. 
On  January  30th,  sir  George  Macdonald,  the  new  , 
governor  arrived.  Their  implements  of  civilization  ] 
were  allowed  to  be  landed  duty  free.They  found  there  : 
many  of  their  Mendi  countrymen  and  liberated  Al- 
ricans  of  69  diflbrent  tribes,  of  whom  the  Mendians 
were  the  most  numerous.  The  conduct  ot  Linque  [ 
and  the  rest  (with  the  exception  of  the  girls,  and  , 
some  of  the  men  and  lads), -had  not  been  so  good  as 
the  missionaries  had  hoped,  particularly  in  not  ab-| 
staining  from  their  old  licentious  habits,  blill,  the 
missionaries  were  full  of  hope,  anxiously  lesirous  of 
securing  some  retreat  where  good  regulations  miglit 
be  observed.  The  Mendians  were  highly  pleased  in 
continuing  their  school  instruction.  Several  slave 
ships  had  been  sent  in  and  condemned. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  accompanied  by  Mr.  P.aclding, 
arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  Uth  inst.  A  deputa- 
tion of  gentlemen  met  him  at  the  lake.  Mr.  Prieur, 
the  mayor  elect,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  and  the 
citizens  generally,  bade  him  welcome  to  New  Or- 
leans. He  will  proceed  thence  to  visit  Mr.  Clay  at 
Ashland,  says  the  Mobile  Register,  and  gen.  Jackson 
at  the  Hermitage. 

Mr.  Clav  left  Washington  on  the  91st  on  his  re- 
turn to  his  home  in  the  west. 

Explosion  of  the  Medora.    After  the  disaslrous 
explosion  of  the   engine  of  this   steamboat  at  Balti- 
more on  April  17,  100  hands  were  employed  by  the 
civil    authorities    in    extricating   from  their  watery 
graves,  the  bodies  of  the  unfortunate  individuals  who 
were  involved  in  its  wreck.  On  Wednesday  the  20th 
the  last  bodv  who  was  known  to  have  been  aboard 
and  missing,'Mr.   Francis  McAlear,  was   extricated. 
On  Saturday,  theaOlh,  a   coroner's  inquest  was  held 
over  the  body  of  3.  R.  Boon  for  the  purpose  of  eli- 
citing  such    information    as  might   tend  to  elucidate 
the  mystery  of   the  catastrophe.     John   Watchman 
the  builder  of  the  engine  testified  that  the  boiler  had 
been  tested  previously  to  the  extent  of  27  and  31  in- 
ches, that   previously    to  the    arrival  of    Mr.  Moale 
who   had   directed  the  trial  of  the  boat  he  ordered 
the  engineer  to  close  the  damper  and  keep  the  steam 
down  until  he  should  arrive.     He  went  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes afterwards  to  the  guage  which  indicated  10  in- 
ches of    steam— tried   to    lift   the    safety    valve  but 
could  not.     This  excited  his  fears,  and  after  exami- 
ning  the  rope    attached   to   the  lever  of   the  safety 
valve,  to  see  if  it  was  on  the  pully,  he  walked  away. 
Still  he  was   haunted   with  a  fear   that  all  was  not 
right,  and   about  the  time  that   Mr.  Moale  came  on 
board,  he  went  to  the  boiler,  in  which  he  found  plen- 
ty of  water.     He  tried  the  third  cock  of  the  boiler 
which   ejected  water — he  then  tried  the  cock  above; 
did   not  like  its  appearance;  cried   out  to  Ferguson, 
and  asked  him  how  much    steam  he  had  on;  the  an- 
swer v/as  22   inches;  did  not  look   at  the  guage  him- 
self.    While  farther  engaged  aft  in  the  duties  of  his 
office,  the  explosion  took  place.     He  would  not  have 
feared  50   inclies  of  steam,  fears  some  foolish  ambi- 
tion  was  prevalent.     The  expansion  of  rarcfication 
of  steam  is  so  sudden  that  it  is  possible  that  27  or  30 
inches  was  generated   in  less  than  five  minutes;  no 
man  can  calculate  with  anything  approaching  to  pre- 
cision, the  rapidity  with  which  steam  becomes  rarefi- 
ed.    Some    on  board  must  have   tampered  with  the 
safety-valve,  placed  an  additional  weight  on  its  le- 
ver, or  in  some  other  way  obstructed  its  free  use. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  was  slightly  injured  informed  one 
of  his  workmen  on  Saturday  morning  that  he  was 
standing  looking  at  the  guage,  when  he  saw  it  sud- 
denly run  up  to  the  deck.  He  instantly  betook  him- 
self to  llight,  but  was  arrested  in  his  course  by  the 
explosion,  which  took  place  immediately  after. 

Gideon  Brown,  builder  of  the  boiler,  affirmed. 
Ten  minutes  previous  to  backing  out,  there  was  ap- 
parently very  little  steam  on;  left  the  vicinity  of  the 
engine  live  minutes  before  the  explosion,  because  he 
thought  too  many  persons  were  engaged  in  that  quar- 
ter, in  firing,  Stc. — he  did  not  suspect  any  accident, 
but  was  of  opinion  that  too  many  were  there.  Tri- 
ed the  state  of  the  water  just  before  leaving  the  boi- 
ler, and  was  sure  there  was  no  deficiency.  When 
the  boiler  was  first  tried  on  Saturday  previous,  there 
was  a  much  greater  pressure  on. 

Capt.  James  Chaytor  at  the  time  of  the  accident 
was  standing  on  board  of  his  own  boat.  As  he  saw 
the  Medora  backing  out  from  the  wharf,  singular 
misgivings  seemed  to  cross  his  mind,  on  account  of 
the  slilhnjss  wliich  prevailed  on  board  the  Medora, 
She  had  n.it  blown  olf  much  steam,  and  he  was  sud- 
denly impressed  with  a  belief  that  it  was  strange. 
The  steam  escaped  from  the  boiler  pipe  very  slow- 


ly He  voluntarily  turned  to  those  near  liim,  and 
retreating,  he  exhorted  them  to  follow.  He  was 
suddenly  thrown  down  upon  deck,  and  when  he  re- 
covered from  the  shock,  he  saw  a  man,  whom  he  af- 
terwards learned  was  Mr.  Edward  Speddy,  a  ship- 
joiner,  lying  beside  him,  most  horribly  mutilated. 
Several  other  witnesses  were  examined. 
rcrdict.  The  jury  of  inquest  in  the  case  of  the 
death  of  John  R.  Boon,  having  summoned  many 
witnesses  who  were  on  board  the  steamboat  Medora 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion  of  her  boiler,  and  hav- 
ing ascertained  that  the  deceased  was  on  board  ol  ^ 
said  steamboat  after  she  was  hauled  out  of  dock;  and 
I  havin"  examined  also  those  who  assisted  in  taking 
him  Sut  of  the  waler,  have  agreed  that  he  came  to 
his  death  by  injuries  sustained  by  the  explosion,  and 
from  the  evidence  before  them,  are  of  opinion  that 
I  the  accident  was  occasioned  by  raising  the  steam 
1  too  high,  and  greatly  above  the  guage  intended  to  be 
'  used  in  the  ordinary  use  of  said  machinery  on  board 
of  said  steamboat.  Whether  this  was  owing  to  care- 
lessness or  to  tampering  with  the  safety  valve,  the 
jury  cannot  undertake  to  say. 

On  the   19th  instant,  Joseph  Cragg  testified   that 
"about  ten  minutes  previous  to  the  explosion,  I  went 
forward    to  speak  to  Mr.  Furguson,   the  chief  engi- 
neer, and  requested  him   not  to  start  the  engine  until  j 
after  the  return  of  a  person  who  had  gone  on  shore. 
I  remarked  to  Mr,  Ferguson  that  I  thought  the  weight  j 
of  the    safety  valve  was   too  light;  Ferguson  stated  , 
that  it  had  been   pushed  in  toward  the  valve,  and  re-  ; 
quested  me  to  open    the  door  and  push   it  out  to  its 
proper  place,  which  I  did;  1  then    went  aft   to  see  if 
my  friend  who  had  left  the  boat,  had  returned,  wait- 
ed there  until  I  discovered  him  on   board,  and  imme- 
diately informed  Mr.  Ferguson  that  he  was  on  board. 
As  I  had  nothing  then  to  "attend  to,  the  engine  being 
altogether  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Ram- 
say, I  walked  slowly  to  the  forward  part  of  the  boat 
and' examined  the  water  in  the  boiler,  and  found  wa- 
ter flush  in   the  three  lower  cocks,  and  steam  in  the 
fourth;  as  I  walked  slowly  aft  again  taking  a  glance 
at  the  steam  guage,  1  found  there  was  near  as   I  can 
recollect,  about  twenty-two   inches  of  steam,  by  the 
shewing  of  the  guage,  being  about  two  inches  more 
than  when  Mr.  Ferguson  requested  me  to  remove  the 
weight;  I  here  stopped  a  minute  or  so  to  wipe  my 
hands,  having  got  some  paint  on   them  from  off  the 
door,  whilst  opening  it  to  remove  the  weight.     In 
about  two  minutes  the  explosion  took  place,  when  I 
knew  no  more  until  I  found  myself  at  the  bottom  of 
the  water  in  the  basin;  when  I  came  up  I  found  my- 
self under  the  wood  and  lumber  from  the  wreck;  got 
clear  of  the  wreck  and  then  got  on  the  lumber  until 
a  boat  came  along  and  took  me  to  the  shore."     Also 
positively  denies  any  agreement  having   been   made  , 
between  Ferguson,  Ramsay  and  himself,  and  testifies 
he  had  not  spoken  to  Ramsay  during  or  previous  to  | 
his  removing  the  weight  of  safety  valve.     Did  not  j 
put  any  additional  weight  on  the  safety  valve,  and  ^ 
cannot  imagine  any  cause  for  the  explosion.     A.  G. 
Ramsay  on  the   19th  testified  before  justice  A.  H.  j 
Pennington,  that   Mr.   Cragg  and  deponent    had   no 
conversation    during   the   evening,  nor  had  any  ar- 1 
rangementor  understanding  been  made  between  Fer- 
guson, Cragg  or  himself,  as  is  reported  in  the  papers 
of  the  19th  of  April,  nor  does  he  know  any  thing 
about  the  changing  of  the  weights  on  the  lever  as 
therein  stated  or  of  any  additional  weight  having 
been  added. 

List  of  the  dead.  John  C.  Moale,  William  Moale, 
Joseph  Leeonipte,  captain  John  Vickers,  Edmund 
Young,  Benjamin  French,  John  R.  Boon,  John  Burns, 
Uichard  Linthicum,  Robert  Doyle,  George  Enley, 
John  Harper,  John  Haley,  Andrew  F.  Henderson, 
John  Boston,  William  Lewis,  George  Gcddes,  S.  W. 
Hackney,  James  W.  Lavcrs,  James  Mitchell,  John 
Kemp,  John  Yeager,  Jackson  Reeder,  John  Speddy, 
Duncan  Ferguson,  Francis  McAlear — 26. 

List  nfimmukd.  Captain  Sutton,  Joseph  Cragg, 
John  Mitchell,  R.  H.  Middleton,  John  Henderson, 
Albert  Ramsay,  Zichariah  Nichols,  Alex.  Spavin, 
Samuel  Glenn,  Wesley  Culley,  John  Kaylor,  James 
Wilson,  William  Robe"rts,  Lawrence  Reigar,  James 
Clark,  Thomas  Hilditch,  David  Frazier,  Palricjc  Col- 
lins, Francis  Beayt, Stripple,  James  Crawford, 

George  Reynolds,  George  Hoofnagle,  Sam'l  Smith, 
George  Hyde,  Henry  Snvder,  George  Claisy,  Wm. 
Binion,  Isaiah  Wagner,  Louis  Wagner,  (brothers,) 
Daniel  Stevens,  Martin  llickley,  James  Montgome- 
ry, Henry  Lightner,  William  Allen,  and  two  sons. 
Capt.  ColTee,  steamboat  Georgia,  (slightly.)  Mak- 
ing in  all  38  wounded. 

Summanj.  Dead  26,  wounded  38,  uninjured  J  5. 
Making  in  all,  as  on  board  79 


I  Fire.  At  Columbia,  S.  C.  on  the  morning  of  th« 
13th  twenty-nine  stores  and  dwellings  were  entirely 
destroyed,  loss  estimated  at  $200,000;  about  one  half 
insured  at  the  Augusta  and  Charleston  insurance  of- 
fices. 


Elections.  Robt.  H.  Morris  (V.  B.)  received  for 
nuivor  of  N.  York  20,6.33  votes,  J.  P,  Phoenix  (whig) 
18,755,  T.  F.  Field  (abolition)  136,  James  Monroe 
12.     Total  39,546.  Morris  over  Phoenix  1,878. 


Home  League.  The  convention  of  the  friends  of 
American  industry  which  assembled  at  New  York  on 
April  5th,  organized  themselves  on  that  day,  deter- 
mined the  appointment  of  committees  on  26  several 
branches  of  interest  and  adopted  various  resolu- 
tions on  the  6lh,  received  reports  from  several  of 
them  on  the  7th,  which  are  not  yet  published,  receiv- 
ed others  on  the  8th,  and  after  voting  that  there  be 
a  national  convention  of  the  home  lyceum  at  New 
York  in  October  next  during  the  fair  of  the  Ame- 
rican Institute,  adjourned  sine  die.  The  report 
of  one  of  its  committees  will  be  found  on  page  117. 
There  were  1,100  delegates  and  near  400  present  each  , 
day. 

The  N.  York  Canals  were  to  be  open  for  naviga- 
tion on  April  20. 

Florida.  The  troops  under  Gen.  Worth  are  ac- 
tively engaged.  On  the  15th  inst.  the  Withlaeoochee 
Cove  and  Walioo  Swamp  were  to  be  thoroughly  ex- 
amined. 

Right  of  Search.  An  essay  from  the  pen  of 
Henry  Wheaton,  L.  L.  D.  minister  of  the  U.  States 
at  the  court  of  Berlin,  entitled  "enquiry  into  the  vali- 
dity of  the  British  claim  to  the  right  of  visitation  and 
search  of  American  vessels  suspected  to  be  engaged 
in  the  African  slave  trade,  has  just  been  published 
from  the  Philadelphia  press. 

'  VisiT.iTioN  OF  American  vessels.  We  learn,  says 
the  Salem  Gazette,  that  Capt.  Conway,  of  the  brig 
Mermaid,  which  arrived  yesterday  at  this  port,  last 
from  Rio  Grande,  was  boarded  twice  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  from  H.  B.  M.  brig  Brisk.  He  was  treated, 
on  both  occasions,  with  great  civility  by  the  board- 
ino-  officer,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  search  his 
velsel.  The  officer  v/ould  not  even  enter  the  cabin, 
without  a  particular  invitation. 

Liverpool  cotton  markets,  Jlpril  10th.  The  de- 
mand  for  cotton  continues  limited.  American  com- 
mon declined  id.  per  lb.  from  last  weeks,  the  better 
maintain  full  prices.  April  4th,  market  without 
change.  Sales  amounted  to  4,000  bales.  April  5. 
Extremely  dull.  Surats  declined  id.  The  sales  of 
the  week  were  18,940,  including  1,200  .\merican 
taken  on  speculation,  and  600  American  and  450 
East  India  for  exportation,  leaving  only  17,800  taken 
for  consuniption  by  the  trade.  The  feeling  altogether 
in  the  trade  is  one  of  great  depression. 
1  Tea.  The  trade  has  been  dull.  Congou  has  given 
!  way  id.  young  hyson  and  gunpowder  Id.  per  lb. 
i  Have  had  farther  arrivals  from  China  but  the  stock 
1  is  still  much  below  what  it  was  this  time  last  year; 
i  being  27,800,000  lbs.  against  33,400,000  lbs.  Con- 
'  gou  souchong,  twanUay  and  hyson  is  less  in  propor- 
tion of  stock  on  hand;  but  imperial  and  gunpowder 
'  shows  an  increase.  The  imports  of  tea  this  year 
have  been  6,420,000  lbs.  to  the  same  period  last  year 
there  was  only  3,860,000  lbs. 

Corn  nwrkct,  .tpril  4.  The  week's  imports  of 
British  grain,  flour  and  oatmeal,  are  of  moderate 
amount.  From  abroad  we  have  received  10,314  quar- 
ters of  wheat,  1,000  quarters  of  beans,  and  3,865  bar- 
rels of  flour.  The  rates  of  duty  have  advanced  Is.  per 
quarter  on  wheat.  Is.  6d.  per  qr.  on  barley  and  peas, 
and  7d.  per  barrel  on  flour. 

Maine.  The  Portland  Argus  says:  "It  is  now 
pretty  generally  understood  in  this  quarter  that  Mr. 
Webster  has  written  to  Governor  Fairfield,  request- 
ing him  to  call  forthwith  an  extra  session  of  the  le- 
gislature, for  the  purpose  of  appointing  commission- 
ers to  treat  with  Lord  Ashburlon  and  the  general  go- 
vernment, on  the  northeastern  boundary  question.  It 
is  also  understood  that  Gov.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts, 
has  been  written  to  on  the  same  subject,  and  for  the 
same  purpose," 

Marvland.  A  celebration  at  the  site  of  the  anci- 
ent city  of  St.  Mary's  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  of  Maryland  in  1634,  having  been  proposed 
by  the  Philodemic  society  of  Georgetown  college, 
will  take  place  on  the  10th  of  May.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  citizens  of  the  lower  counties 
I  for  the  co-operation  of  those  of  other  parts  of  the 
state. 

St.  Lawrence.  The  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence at  Montreal  was  opened  on  April  8th. 

The  Afpgiian  war.  Up  to  1839,  this  war  had 
cost  the  British  government  §60,000,000.  Sinco 
then,  it  has  cost  $15,000,000  every  year. 


NATIONAL  REGISTER, 


Fifth  series 

—No.  9.— Vol.  XTI.] 

BALTIMORE,  APRIL   30,  1843. 

[Vol.  LXII.— Whole  No.  1,596. 

THE 

PAST THE    PRESENT FOR    THE    PUTUKE. 

PRINTED 

AKD    PHKLISHED,    EVERY    SATURDAY,    BY   JE 

REMIAH    HUGHES,    EDITOR    AND    PROPRIETOR,    AT    FIVE   DOLLARS    PER 

ANNUM,    PAYABLE    IN    ADVANCE. 

■  -- 

COIVTENTS    OFNO.   9,  VOL.  12. 

CcMMERCE. 

PPEECH  OF  Mr.  Abboit  Lawrence. 

Proceedings  of  iiqaii-:  industry  co.nvention  at  N.  Y 

Speech  of  Mr.  Ao.iMS 

Congressional  proceedi.vgs. 

Chro.mcle. 


COMMERCE. 


TRADE  AND  COiU^IERCE.  We  observed 
some  time  since  in  relation  to  trade  and  commerce, 
that  it  was  by  aggregate  results  of  a  series  of  years, 
that  any  thing  like  a  just  estimate  of  the  effects  of 
a  course  of  policy  could  be  ascertained.  V»'e  pro- 
duced upon  that  occasion  a  statement  of  the  compa- 
rative imports  and  ejtftorts  of  the  United  States  for 
each  year  of  the  last  half  century,  and  argued 
that  the  inevitable  effect  of  buying  so  much  more,  as 
had  become  our  practice  since  the  reduction  of  our 
tariff,  than  what  we  sold  to  others  v/ould  pay  for, 
had  entailed  upon  us  the  most  of  the  financial  diffi- 
culties under  which  we  are  now  groaning,  and  that 
if  the  policy  by  v.'hich  this  result  is  produced,  is 
persisted  in,  absolute  and  increasing  impovcrish- 
Bient  would  be  the  consequence.  The  position  then 
assumed  was,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  goveni- 
tnent, — and  the  policy  oC  every  wise  government,  to 
prevent  by  timely  legislation,  a  habitual  excess  of 
importations,  over  what  their  exportations  v^  ill  pay 
for,  and  allowing  a  reasonable  profit  to  the  exporter. 
As  a  striking  contrast  to  the  tables  there  exhibited, 
we  now  give  below  a  table  of  the  comparative  va- 
lue of  imports  and  exports  from  Great  Britain,  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  from  which  we  may  learn  hov.' 
it  happens  that  she  is  able  to  monopolize  so  much  of 
the  trading  world  to  herself  and  yet  to  sustain  a  con- 
dition which  seems  indeed  as  if  it  v/ere  predicated 
upon  the  fallacy,  that  "a  national  debt  is  a  national 
blessing."  Whilst  we  are  startled  at  a  debt  of  se- 
venteen millions,  Britain  flourishes  under  a  debt  of 
four  thousand  millions!!!  The  secret  may  be  un- 
ravelled by  comparing  the  results  of  comparative  im- 
ports and  exports.  In  the  last  twenty  years,  the 
imports  of  the  United  States  have  exceeded  her  ex 
ports  by  the  sum  of  §241,000,000;  [two  hundred 
and  forty-one  millions  of  dollars,  see  table  p. 
226,  vol.  60;]  whilst  within  the  same  period  the  «- 
ports  from  Great  Britain  have  exceeded  her  imports 
by  the  sum  of  iioo  thousand  seven  kundred  mid  twentij' 
six  iiiiUioiis  of  dollars! 
Years.  Official  value  of  the  ex-  Value  of  imports  of 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  Gi'eat  Britain. 

.£31,515,233 

29,769,122 
29,582,376 
34,591,264 
30.050,551 
42,660,954 
36,174,330 
43,489,340 
43,536,187 
46,245,241 
49,713,889 
44,536,741 
45,952,551 
49,362,811 
48,911,545 
57,023,863 
55,733,419 
53,324,874 
61,263,320 
62,004,000 


judgment  in  relation  to  the  national  policy  which  is  | 
about  to  be  deliberated  upon  in  the  national  legisla- 
ture. And  as  that  legislature  seems  to  be  so  organ- 
ized as  to  await  for  light  from  public  sentiment,  it  is 
all  important  that  the  public  mind  should  become  so 
informed  as  to  prompt  from  rational  data,  the  course 
they  would  have  their  representatives  to  pursue. 
Then  "give  the.  people  light" — and  at  this  moment 
more  especially,  give  them  light  upon  the  topics  in- 
volved in  sustaining  American  interests  and  Ameri- 
can industry,  in  order  that  congress  may  be  sufficient- 
ly illuminated  by  the  reflection  from  that  light,  to 
distinguish  their  path  of  duty  beyond  mistake.  Dif- 
fuse the  facts  with  which  these  themes  are  replete, 
broadcast  over  the  whole  land,  and  we  shall  soon  see 
the  fruits  they  will  produce. 


STATES   OF    THE    UNION. 


1831 

if47,345,3n 

1822 

50,796,771 

1823 

52,770,216 

1334 

51,755,035 

1835 

.  58,213,548 

1826 

55,608,327 

1827 

50,399,3.57 

1838 

61,085,445 

1839 

61,948,383 

1830 

69,691,301 

1831 

71,439,004 

1832 

76,071,591 

1833 

79,833,092 

1834 

85,393,536 

1835 

91,174,455 

1836 

97,631,548 

1837 

97,267,814 

1838 

85,535,538 

1839 

105,170,940 

1840 

110,193,716 

i£l,4.59,301,595  ^891,302,509 

Here  is  a  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  Great  Bri- 
tain of  567,998,996  pounds  sterling,or  ^,2,726,395,130. 

"THE  PROTECTOR,"  a  semi-monthly  publica- 
tion, "devoted  to  the  coal,  iron,  manufacturing,  and 
agricultural  interests  of  Pennsylvania,"  edited  by 
Henry  K.  Strong,  Harrisburg,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  first  and  second  numbers,  will  be  an  invalua- 
ble auxiliary  to  a  good  cause.  There  are  compara- 
tively, few  persons  that  have  attended  sufficiently  to 
the  posture  of  the  coal  and  iron  trade,  to  form  any 
thing  like  a  true  estimate  of  its  real  importance,  or 
of  the  vast  interests  v.-hich  are  at  stake,  in  sustain- 
ing them.  These  sixty-four  pages  contain  a  variety 
of  autheDlic  statements  that  ought  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  man  who  would  wish  to  form  a  correct 
Vol.  XU— Sio.  9. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Affairs  in  this  state  continue  very  unsettled.  Re- 
volution is  seriously  threatened. 

On  Monday  the  i9th  instant,  the  "suffrage"  parly 
proceeded  to  hold  elections  for  an  entire  set  of  offi- 
cers that  they  design  shall  eject  the  officers  under 
the  established  constitution.  Those  that  were  op- 
posed to  their  proceedings  of  course  would  not  so  far 
countenance  them  as  to  attend  the  polls.  The  num- 
ber of  votes  polled  upon  the  occasion,  was  about  six 
thousand.  VVe  have  not  yet  received  the  acoijratc 
returns. 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  the  same  party 
some  time  since  between  the  old  constitution  and 
their  project  for  a  new  one,  the  votes  were  for  the 
old  charter  7,910  for  their  new  one  12,787.  There 
being  but  slight  legal  authority  to  preserve  the  forms 
or  restrict  the  extent  to  which  the  privilege  of  suf- 
frage was  exercised  in  these  cases,  it  is  probable 
that  the  number  of  votes  taken  was  increased  on  that 
account.  At  the  vote  taken  under  legal  authority 
on  the  23d  and  23d  i\!arch,  when  the  constitution 
that  had  been  framed  under  authority  of  law,  was 
submitted  for  the  decision  of  the  people  of  the  state, 
the  vote  for  the  now  constitution  was  staled  to  be 
6,077,  against  it  7,743. 

The  legislative  committee  on  the  subject  reported 
the  official  majority  against  it  to  be  670. 

On  Wednesday  the  21st  instant,  the  elections 
under  the  legal  constitution  took  place.  Upwards  of 
7,000  votes  were  polled.  The  friends  of  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  we  })resume  refrained  from  attend- 
ing the  polls.  There  were  two  tickets  however  voted 
for.  The  one  headed  by  the  name  of  General  Car- 
penter received  2,400  votes.  Gen.  C.  was  considered 
as  friendly  to  the  provisions  of  the  nev/  constitution, 
but  had  positively  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
used  on  their  ticket. 

Mean  time  however  there  were  strong  indications 
that  the  new  constitution  party  designed  at  all  haz- 
zards  to  assume  the  government.  The  following  ap- 
peared iu  the  Providence  Express,  the  organ  of  the 
party,  on  the  23d  inst. 

General  invitation  to- the  military.  The  con- 
stitutional state  committee  hereby  respectfully  invite 
the  chartered  companies,  the  militia  companies,  and 
the  volunteer  companies,  who  are  infavor  of  the  peo- 
ple's cause  and  constitution,  to  give  their  attendance, 
as  an  escort,  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  May,  when 
the  general  assembly,  under  the  people's  constitution, 
will  hold  their  first  session  in  Providence.  The  com- 
panies from  the  country  are  requested  to  be  on  the 
I  ground  at  an  early  hour. 
For  the  committee,  BENJ.  ARNOLD,  Jr. 

Chairman,  pro  tcm. 

Providence,  April  21s(,  1842. 

Governor  King,  having  by  proclamation,  publish- 
ed the  reply  of  president  Tyler  to  his  application  to 
the  U.  S.  government  on  the  subject,  (which  will  be 
found  in  the  last  number  of  the  Register,)  and  find- 
ing that  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  state  were 
nevertheless  thri;atened,  by  proclamation  convened 
the  legislature,  which  assembled  aecordingly  at  Pro- 
vidence on  Monday  last,  the  25th  inst.  The  message 
of  the  governor  recited  the  proceedings  which  had 
taken  place  during  the  recess,  the  application  he  had 
made  to  the  president,  and  the  partial  effect  which 
the  reply  had  produced;  refers  to  the  perverted  con- 
struction giver:  to  the  letter  of  the  president  by  the 
party  who  were  .seeking  to  usurp  the  government  of 
the  state,  to  their  open  declarations  of  a  determina- 


tion to  carry  out  their  project,  and  to  their  attempts 
to  array  with  themselves  "the  lawless  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  all  the  surrounding  members  of  the  Union," 
and  to  their  holding  daily  and  nightly  meetings  of  arm- 
ed bands  of  men  for  the  purpose  of  "perfecting  them 
in  military  discipline  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  over- 
throwing the  government  of  the  state.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  convene 
the  legislature,  and  submit  to  them  the  propriety  of 
adopting  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
property,  the  organization  of  an  effective  force,  and 
the  appointment  of  a  board  of  council,  to  advise  the 
executive  during  the  exigency. 

The  message  was  referred,  and  next  day  the  com- 
mittee reported  resolutions  in  accordance  with  the 
governor's  recommendations. 

NEW  YORK. 

veto  on  the  state  printing  bill. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Executive  chamber,  jjpril  7,  1S42. 
To  the  nasembUi: 

I  rclniii  Willi  olijeclions  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  piovide  for  tlie  [lublic  jirinting." 

I'lie  provision  which  ileclaii'S  that  certain  state 
officers  may  iniikt^  contracts  for  the  execution  of  le- 
gislative piiiitiii!:,  at  p.iccsat  f-'astten  percent,  morn 
lavor.ible  than  tli"se  now  paid,  and  for  periods  not 
exceeding  oik?  year,  not  being  iinperalive,  might 
prove  iiifctf'f'crnal. 

The  sections  which  authorise  Ihe  principal  execu- 
tive and  adininisiriitive  officers  to  contract  for  the 
printing  required  in'  the  several  depnrlmenis,  pre- 
.srribi'  no  diiralion  lo  such  conlracis,  and  therefore 
rtould  permit  those  officers  to  grant  monopolies,  and 
bring  bick  ancifni  abuses. 

Formerly,  although  Ihe  printer  to  the  sliite  was  re- 
moviible  by  law,  his  official  term  was  indefinite.  Tne 
error  was  correcled  in  1840,  by  limiting  thr;  term  to 
fniiryeais.     The  present  bill  would  again  make  the 

The  bill  [iroposc'S  In  remove  an  officer  whose  term 
is  Only  about  half  expired.  This  proceeding,  is  in 
the  loriu  of  a  law,  and  yet  in  ils  nature,  and  in  Ihe 
spirit  of  the  ronstiliilion,  an  executive,  r.ither  than  a 
legislative  act.  My  agency  in  such  a  case  must  con- 
form to  Ihe  general  jirinciples  observed  in  exercising 
similar  powers  ic.*idiiig  in  the  executive  d-partment 
alone,  or  shared  by  thai  dep.irlinent  wilh  the  senate. 
Alllioiigh  Ihe  governor  or  the  governor  and  senate, 
may  at  pleasine.  nod  without  assigning  causes,  re- 
muVe  most  of  the  civil  officers  not  judicial  or  elcciive, 
before  the  expira'inn  of  Ihfir  legal  terni?,  yet  that 
power,  instead  of  being  arbitrarily  or  cainiciously 
eX'Tcised,  is  only  put  forth  when  there  are  jusi  com- 
plaints of  official  incomppfency  or  delinquency. — 
There  is  no  such  com|)lainl  against  the  piinter  to  the 
stale.  The  confiilence  repo.-ed  in  him  lias  not  been 
disappoinled,  and  he  his  performed  his  dnlies,  so  far 
as  I  am  informed,  dilisrenily,  discreetly  and  faillifully. 

II  il  be  necessary  to  revise  Ihe  tariff  ol  printing,  as 
Ihe  bill  would  seem  to  imply,  has  such  a  proposition 
b^ell  made  lo  ihe  incnmbenl!  Relying  upon  t!ie  pub- 
lic filth,  he  has  necessarily  invested  a  capilal  of 
thirty  Ihonsaiid  dollars  in  procuring  ll'.e  inalerials 
necessary  to  execute  the  iinblic  printing;  and  it  is 
dp|iarent"  that  under  such  circnin^tances  iie  could  bet- 
ter afford  to  submit  lo  just  and  necessary  raoiiilica- 
tions,  than  fo  have  so  extensivie  a  business  smiiienly 
arrested,  and  inateii-ih  required  only  for  Ihe  public 
service  left  unemployed  and  useless.  Grant  that  the 
incumbent,  reposing  upon  his  contract,  would  not 
submit  loa  jiisl  le vision,  wliicli  evidently  i?  not  known 
and  which  iny  knouleilge  of  that  officer  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  believe:  must  we  then  slrike  down  a  party 
whose  inteiest  is  opposed  fo  our  OA/n  because  we 
have  armed  him  with  a  legal  defence  against  our  de- 

If  one  parly  to  a  contract  coiilil  upon  any  conside- 
ration  rescind  it,  for  his  own  advaniage.  justice  and 
equity,  nevertheless,  would  oblige  hun  lo  indemnify 
Ihe  other  for  the  injury  he  must  sustain.  Yet  I  find 
no  pretence  of  sucl'i  indeinnily  in  the  present  case.— 
The  laws  of  morality  and  justice,  and  the  principles 
of  equity  recognize  no  distiiiclion  between  stales  and 
individuals.  If  we  can  without  indemiiily  lo  the 
other  contracting  parly  abrogate,  or  rescind,  or  in 
,iiiy  manner  violate  one  contract,  we  can  all  others. 
Ifvve  claim  an  exemplion  fiom  the  obligation  ofcon- 
tiucls,  that  claim  ought  to  be  known  and  avowed.-— 
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i.bro-'a'ifig  a  contract  wlii-ii  i-^.iu  i'lH  l'"^''' 
diierJiii"  others  to  be  mailn  which  coiilil  he  ot  no 
more  s..'cre.l  oblisniion.  Of  what  use  would  be  the 
new  conlract,!  if  we  violate  the  cnnli.icl  into  which 
we  have  ciilered  wilh  the  stale  printer  because  it  re- 
late? only  10  mechanical  business,  VNho  can  rielerniine 
the  point  where  Ihe  principle  sliail  end;  How  sh.ill 
we  oblis,'e  the  cilizens  ol'  the  st=ile  to  peilorm  their 
contrscts.  il  the  stale  denies  her  own  obli^3lioMs? 

D--cicle  such  questions  as  we  may,  tlie  no  less  grave 
and  important  i.^quiry  yet  remains:  Have  we  ihe 
power  to  abrogate,  lo  roscind,  or  even  lo  violatp  the 
contract?  I  speak  not  ol  |diysical  force,  but  ol  law- 
ful, njjhllul  power  derived  under  the  constitution, 
froin  the  source  of  all  power,  the  people.  All  le^'is- 
lalive  power  not  so  derived  is  a  perversion  orrit:hilul 
authority,  and  is  mere  usurpation.  The  act  nasseil 
January  1.3lh,  1840,  declares  that  •■Thurlow  Weed  is 
Iiereby  a]ipointed  printer  lo  Ihe  state,"  lor  and  durinp; 
the  lerin  of  lour  years,  and  shall  perform  all  the  dulies 
and  render  all  Ihe  services  enioined  or  required  by 
law."  Afiain  the  act  ilerUres  that  "Ihe  printer  to 
the  .stale  shall  hold  his  offi.-e  for  Ihe  term  of  lour 
years;"  and,  ajaiii,  that  "Ihe  secretary  of  stale  anil 
comptroller  are  heieby  authorized  lo  enter  into  a  con- 
tract wilh  the  printer  lo  Ihe  state  appoiultd  by  tins 
act,  for  the  public  piinting  durins;  tlie  term  ol  ins  ap- 
poinlinent;  and  lh,it  the  conlracl  thus  I"  be  mad- 
shall  be  r-ported  lo  the  h-islature.  Tlie  prii.ler 
subscribed  Ihe  olficialoalh,  Ihe  coniract  was  i-xeciited 
and  reported  to  Ihe  lesishiluie,  the  responsibilities  ol 
the  office  devolved  upon  hiui,  and  the  olfiie,  ils  rights 
ami  imuiunilies  by  the  combin-d  force  ol  the  law  and 
the  contract  vested  in  hiin  ahsoliileiy  and  iudeledsibl> 
except  by  Ins  own  consent  or  d.-laiilt.  The  consli- 
tiiiion  of  the  United  SLites,  adopiing  an  iminuiabl.- 
principle  ol  juslice,  whirh  would  be  ol  equal  obli;;,)- 
ti(m  even  widiout  Ihat  high  sanction,  declares  tlia! 
'■no  state  shall  pass  any  laws  impairing  the  obii^alion 
ol  contracts."  The  supreme  court  of  ihe  Uniled 
Stales  ill  the  case  of  Fl'Icher  and  Veck,  decided  Ihat 
when  a  state  law  was  in  ils  nature  a  contract  and  an 
absolute  rinht  had  vested  uinier  il.a  repeal  of  ilie  l.uv 
was  void  and  could  notalterl  those  rights,  nor  impair 
the  title  so  acq  lire.l,  even  ,dliir.iijh  the  oiigii.al  law 
WIS  piocured  by  fraud  and  connplion;  thai  a  Kr;int 
from  a  slate  wv.s  as  much  prolecUd  by  the  constilii- 
tiouol  the  Uniled  Stales,  as  a  grant  lioin  one  iiidivi 
dual  lo  anolhei;  that  an  e-Kecuiory  contract  was  as 
much  protected  as  one  Ihat  was  executed;  and  thai  a 
sovereign  slate  was  as  much  inhibiled  from  iinpaiiing 
ils  oAii"conlract  orcontiacts  to  which  it  was  a  party, 
as  fioui  impairing  the  obligation  of  contiacts  between 
individuals.  In  another  case  where  New  Jersey  had 
declared  bv  law  in  1758,  that  cerlain  lands  thereafter 
to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  Indians  should  not  be 
subj.-ci  to  anv  lax,  and  in  130-1,  directf  il  a  lax  to  be 
IfVied  on  the'laiid  which  had  thus  been  purchased, 
the  same  tiigh  tribunal  rleclared  that  Ihe  act  of  175S 
was  equivalent  to  an  inviolable  contract,  and  adjudg- 
ed the  law  of  1604  a  breach  ol  Ihat  contrad,  and 
therefore  void  and  of  no  eifect.  In  Ihe  Daitmoulli 
college  case,  the  same  roiirl  d.'cland  that  all  incorpo- 
real h.-i  edilameiils.  as  immunilies,  offi:cs  and/«;nt7iises 
were  rights  valuable  in  law,  am!  whenever  ihey  were 
the  subject  of  grant  or  contract  Ihey  were  as  much 
wilhiii  ilie  prolection  of  the  const iliil  ion  of  Ihe  Uniled 
Slates  as  ;;  gralil  of  laiiil.  In  a  more  recent  case  Ihal 
final  authoriiy  upon  all  consliliitional  questions  de. 
clared  Ihat  the  objections  to  a  law  on  ihe  ground  ol 
its  impairing  Ihe  o'bligaliou  of  a  contract  "could  ru-ver 
depend  upon  Ihe  extent  of  the  change  which  the  law 
would  elfeci;"  Ihat  any  deviation  or  any  new  condi- 
tion, or  any  dispeii?a!ion  of  a  condiiion,  hov\'ever  mi 
nule  or  immaterial  ils  etr.-ct  upon  Ihe  coiiiract.  or 
uiion  any  part  or  parcel  of  it,  impairs  ils  obligation. 
I'hepriuciple  ol  these  d-cisions  is  Ihat  alllioiigh  as 
far  as  general  legislation  is  concerned,  one  legislaliiie 
may  rescinil  what  another  has  done,  yet  when  au  act 
has  been  doire  rinder  a  law  which  is  in  ils  na'ure  a 
contiact,  a  succeeding  legislature  cannot  recall  it. 
The  pre.ieni  is  in  ihe  conlrol  of  the  legishituie,  arnl 
it  may  act  lor  Hie  future,  but  Ihe  past  cannot  heaU'ecl- 
ed  even  by  ahsolule  power.  In  such  cases  lire  laws 
of  the  Slates,  like  those  ol  an  ancient  empire,  change 
not. 

The  bill  before  me  not  only  proposes  lo  deprive 
the  piinlir  lo  the  slate  of  lights  and  immnnilres  vest 
eil  in  tiiui  by  the  contract,  but  lo  remove  him  Iroirr 
tile  olfice  guararileeil  by  a  contract  invesleil  wilh  all 
the  ar.tiorily  ami  soleinnilies  thai  sovereign  puwe- 
can  biS  ow.  A  legishilrve  act  more  ihreclly  calcula 
*"■'  '■■  '  npair  the  o'hitgalion  of  thai  coiiliac\  llian  Ih' 
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bill  bi  f  rre  ine,  which  would  annihilale  both  Ihe  law 
and  Ihe  corrtract,  carinol  b.-  coiireived.  Whal  juslj- 
ficalion  llu  u  corild  I,  who  am  under  an  obligation  to 
support  the  coiistitiilioii  of  the  Uniled  Slate.s  as  Ihiis 
expound  d,  fiml  for  approving  and  (giving  elfect  to 
Fuch  a  l-iw  ;  No  answer  lo  this  quesrion  suggests 
ilseli,  except  Ihat  the  legislature  reserved  a  light  to 


repeal  Ihe  Iiw.  Such  a  repeal  it  was  prud-nlly  fnn'- 
see-n  iijiglil  become  necessary  or  nseliil,  if  the  priuter- 
lo  Ihe  slate  should  neglecl  or  refuse  In  perlorm  ils 
important  ilulies.  But  inasmuch  as  a  povver  reserv- 
ed for  srrch  occasions  ir,ighl  be  perverted  atid  exer- 
cised capriciously  or  unjusllv,  the  logislalirre  thought 
at  the  same  litne  to  secure  the  incumbent  bv  a  con 
tract  lo  last,  not  during  Ihe  pleasure  of  the  legislature 
or  until  ihe  law  should  be  repealed,  biit  during  Ihe 
teriir  of  his  appcurrtmeiil — a  conlracl  lo  which  the 
cnuslituliou  of  Ihe  Uniled  States  woul.l  inslanlly  al- 
laeh,  and  which  iherelbre  would  be  bevoiid  Ihe  reach 
ol  even  legislative  (rower.  This  obviously  legal 
elfect  of  the  irarisaction  was  underslood  and  desigrred 
by  Ihe  legislature;  for  when  Ihe  act  of  1341)  "was 
rirrder  consideralion  in  Ihe  assembly,  a  motion  to 
amend  the  same  by  an  additiorial  provision  iir  these 
words,  "lire  legislature  may  at  any  time  alter,  moilify 
or  repeal  this  act;  the  eiiect  of  srrch  repeal  shall  he 
construed  so  as  to  put  an  end  lo  any  contract  niade 
under  the  saoie,"  was  lost  by  a  vole  ol  55  lofi9.  So 
also  in  the  si'nate  a  niolion  was  mad"  lo  amend  llw 
section  containing  the  reser-valion  of  repeal,  bv  add- 
ing the  words  "arrd  modify  or  rescind  any  contracl 
entered  into  under  Ihe  same  upon  such  terms  as  shall 
he  just  ami  equitable,"  and  was  rejecied,  eight  mem 
hers  voting  for  and  eighteen  against  Ihe  same. 

Such  also  worrld  seem  lo  be  the  s-iise  of  the  pre- 
sent legislature,  lor  Ihe  bill  btlore  me  avoids  alliidiu^ 
in  any  way  lo  ihe  contract,  Iroin  which  I  inter-  ihai 
whatever  uray  be  done  with  ihe  law  ol  1840,  tin- 
contract  is  underslood  lo  be  wiiliin  the  cusludv  of  Ihe 
conslllulioii.  and  b-yorirl  Ihe  re.iclr  olihe  legr'slalur. 
11  coulii  iioi  be  donhud  th;it  if  the  lull  expliciily  de- 
clare il  that  Ihe  coiilnict  was  Ih^ieliv  ahiogaled,  il 
would  he  a  palpable  ami  impolenl  alteiup:  toiuliirige 
Ihe  coushlutiorr  ol  the  Uirited  Stales.  J3iil  Ihe  etiecl 
ol  the  bill  is  ihe  same  widioul  such  a  declaialiuri,  lor 
Hie  h-gislatrrre  cjrrnoi  do  imlireclly  whal  it  could  not 
■openly  and  avowedly  accomplish. 

I  am  well  aware  that  if  Ihe  bill  should  become  a 
law,  Ihe  public  officers  might  sutler  il  (o  have  elhcl. 
because  the  legislature  ol  II, is  slate  has  nol  provuleil. 
ami  Hie  congress  of  Ihe  Uniltd  Stales  is  by  an  ammd 
nieut  of  the  conslrlntion  prohibiteil  trorngivriig  lo  the 
injured  paily  an  appeal  lo  the  courts  of  juslice.  Bui 
Hurl  consrdeiatrou.  so  lar  from  being  an  .irguinent  tor 
commiiling  the  wrong,  is  Ihe  iiio.-t  conclusive  reason 
agairrst  it. 

The  specious  argument  thus  n'?lieed  ilid  nol  escape 
Ihe  c.msideiation  ol  chiel  justice  Marshall,  who  well 
observed  ihal  '-tile  consiiiulion  of  lire  Uniled  Slal.  s. 
as  adopted,  gave  the  leder.il  cuuits  jurisdiction  in 
srrils  bioughl  hy  individuals  agaill,^I  Sijlcs.  A  stale, 
which  violated  its  ow  n  conlracl  was  (/;?«  sm-able  in 
lire  courts  of  lire  Urdted  Slates  lor  ihal  violation. 
W^ould  il  have  been  a  ilelVnce  in  such  a  suit  lo  saj 
th-at  such  a  slale  had  passed  a  hnv  absolving  ils  II 
irom  the  contract?  It  is  scarcely  lo  be  conceive.; 
ihat  such  a  defence  could  be  sef  up — and  yet  it  a 
jiate  IS  neither  reslraiired  by  Ihe  general  principles 
otour  polilical  insliirrlions,  nor  by  the  words  of  Ihe 
couEtrliition.  Irom  infringing  iheobligahoii  ol  its  o.vn 
conlracl,  such  a  defence  would  b--  virliil.  This  lea 
luie  is  no  longer  found  in  Ihe  consiiiulion;  but  il 
aiils  in  Ihe  cousliuclion  ol  Ihose  wilh  which  it  was 
origiirally  associali'd." 

What,  then,  is  my  arilhoiitv  for  interposing  ohjec 
lions  10  a  bill  impairing  Ihe  obligalioir  ol  a  conliaci  ? 
1  find  il  thus  expressed  irr  aji  adjiidica'iou  pronoun- 
ced by  ihe  same  learned  and  honor'ed  Jurist : — 

■'Whatever  respect  luighl  have  been  fell  lor  lire 
slale  sovereigrrlies,  il  is  nol  lo  be  disgrns.  d  that  Ihe 
Iramers  ol  lire  consiituliOn  viewed,  wilh  some  appre- 
hensions, the  violent  acts  which  mrglil  grow  out  of 
Ihe  leelings  of  Ihe  moment;  and  Ihat  the  people  of 
the  Uniieil  Stales,  in  adopiirrg  Ihat  inslrrrmeht,  havi' 
rnanilesled  a  delerminaliorr  to  shield  Ihemseive's  and 
their  properly  from  the  ellecis  ol  Ihosc  sudden  and 
strong  passions  lo  which  men  are  exposed.  Tlie 
resiriclions  on  the  legislative  power  of  the  slates  aie 
obviously  liriii.iled  in  lliis  seiilimenl;  ami  Ihe  consii- 
iulion of  Ihe  United  States  coiiluins  what  may  be 
deemid  a  bill  ol  rights  for  Ihe  peojile  of  each  slale." 

Someofoiir  conslilulional  nghls  lis  ciliz-ns  are 
prolecled  by  Ihe  cuuils  of  justice.  U,il  it  is  when 
such  rights  are  invadeil  by  ihe  slate,  anil  she  at  Ihe 
same  tiuie  closes  her  conns  oljusliee  against  us,  ihal 
Ihe  obligations  of  the  law  making  power  are  doubly 

impeialive d  Ihal  we  leel  and  kno  ^  Ihe  value  anil 

imporlauce  ol  the  oalli  which  binds  Ihal  iiower  lo  (he 
consliiniiim. 

In  apphiiiga  cnnslitulional  reslrirlion  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  1  'c.rnnot  permit  even  an  appiehensiun  erf 
error  lo  inlrude,since  I  here  could  be  d.mger  only  in  ap- 
provirrg  lire  bill,  while  it  can  i.ev  .-r  b  ■  otherwise  than 
safe  lo  be  just  and  lorbeaiing  in  Ihe  exercise  of  pow- 
er, lo  abide  by  ihe  laws  and  cenlracls  of  Ihe  stale, 
ami  preserve  her  faith  Irom  dishonor  and  r.'pioach. 
WlLLIAftl   H.  SliWARU. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  ABBOTT  LAWi^EXCE. 
At  the  convention  of  the  shoe  and  leather  dealers, 
recently  held  at  Boston,  Mr.  Abbott  Lawrekce, 
was  invited  to  attend,  as  an  unwavering  friend  and 
advocate  of  American  industry.  When  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  while  the  productions  of  American 
machinery  may  successfully  compete  with  the  prc?- 
ductions  of  any  other  country,  the  productions  of 
American  labor  (unless  guarded  by  wholesome  legis- 
lation,) must  fall  beneath  the  shock  of  European 
competition. 

Mr.  Lawpence  rose,  and  greeted  by  unanimous 
plaudits  from  the  audience,  said — 

Mr.  President:  I  appear  before  you  without  hav- 
ing had  time  for  the  slightest  preparation  to  make  a 
speech  on  this  occasion,  having  received  your  invi- 
tation to  take  a  seal  in  the  convention  but  a  few 
minutes  before  1  entered  the  house.  I  should  most 
certainly  have  declined  the  invitation  with  vi-hieh 
you  honored  me,  had  I  anticipated  being  called  out 
to  take  part  in  your  deliberations.  You,  .Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  many  others  present,  know  that  I  am  a 
man  of  deeds  rather  than  words — a  plain  business 
man,  and  not  addieled  to  public  speaking.  As  it  is 
the  pleasure  of  tiie  convention  that  I  should  say 
something  upon  the  resolution  under  discussion,  I 
will  proceed  to  do  so,  and  like  my  able  and  distin- 
guislied  friend  who  preceded  me,  on  the  most  trifling 
intimation  given  that  I  am  taking  up  too  muoii  of 
your  precious  time,  1  will  at  once  bring  my  remarks 
to  a  close. 

It  gladdens  my  heart,  Mr.  President,  lo  see  before 
me  so  large  and  respectable  a  representation  of  the 
40,000  persons  engaged   in   the  manufactiire  of  lea- 
ther   in   l!iis  commonw'ealth;  a   branch    of  industry 
very  much  underrated,  being  in  reality  among  the 
most  important,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  sale  lo  say 
ihe  largest  mechanical   and   manufacturing  interest 
in  amount  in  the  country.     I  rc)oiec  to  see  the  peo-  t 
pie  are  awake   to  their  true  interests,  and  that  they  "*■ 
iiave  sent  you  here  to  consult  and   deliberate  upon  5 
the  best  manner  of  procuring  security  now  and  here- 
after to  the  laborers  in  this  branch  of  business.     I  j 
look  at  this  convention,  assembled  without  distinc-  j 
tion  of  party,  as  "the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day,"  and  j 
I  hail  it  witli  joy  as  Ihe  commencement  of  a  general  1 
movement  of  the  people  in  all  the  states,  favorable  j 
to  the  protection  of  our  labor;  hoping  that  a  strong  J 
expression  of  public  opinion  may  produce  the  adop-  1 
linn  of  a  system   of  measures    by  our  government, 
which  not  only  the  people  hut  the  government  itself 
requires.     The  remedy  for  the  evils,  under  which  we 
now  sulfer,  is  in  your  own  hands.     You  are  the  so- 
vereigns, and  can  make  and  unmake  our  rulers;  it  is 
at  the  ballot  box  that  the  question  of  protecting  our 
labor  is  to  be  settled.     The   great  majority  of  the" 
people  of  this  country  are  working  men,   laborers 
upon  the   soil,   or   in  some  one  of  the  mechanical 
trades;  and  when  they,  in  the  consciousness  of  theit 
integrity  and  worth,  rise  and  assert  their  rights  byW 
sound  arguments,  you   may  be  certain  they  will  he 
heard  and  respected  by  Ihe  congress  of  the  United 
States. 

I  ask  you,  fellow-citizens,  to  look  for  a  moment  to 
the  condiiion  of  our  country.  Have  we  ever  seen 
any  thing  like  it,  in  time  of  peace  before?  or  even 
since  we  existed  as  a  nation?.  In  two-thirds  of  the 
states  we  have  a  paper  currency  not  convertible  into 
coin — without  a  standard  of  value.  The  credit  of 
several  of  the  states  gone,  and  their  stocks  selling 
for  one-fifth  their  par  value.  The  treasury  of  Hie 
United  States  empty,  and  its  credit  distrusted,  so  that 
treasury  notes  are  at  a  discount,  and  government 
loans  cannot  be  negotiated.  The  general  govern- 
ment cannot  pay  its  debts.  Some  of  the  slates  can- 
not pay.  Banks  do  not  pay,  and  is  it  surprising  that 
individuals  do  not  pay? 

Mr.  President,  the   great  business  of  this  great 
country  is  paralyzed;  every  branch  of  industry  is  al- 
most at  a  statid-slill,  and  this  too  in  a  country  bless- 
ed v\ith  every  thing  man  can  desire,  wilh  all  the  ele-  j 
ments   of   prosperity    in    it;    and   this  sull'ering    is.) 
brought  upon   Ihe  people  by  Ihe  want  of, a  very  mo-  : 
deraic  amount  of  honest  and  wise  legislation,  | 

The  nation,  several  of  Ihe  states,  and  individuals,; 
arc  bankrupt.  Strange  as  it  ma>  appear  in  this  pos-  | 
turc  of  our  affairs,  it  is  proposed  lo  depart  from  th» 
uniform  policy  by  which  wc  have  been  governed 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  try  thr 
experiment  of  low  and  uniform  duties  upon  impor' 
ed  merchandize.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  cxperi 
ingupon  the  labor  of  Ihe  country.  It  is  a  mcrf  crpi 
rlimtU  upon  Ihe  iudorer,  and  a  UtUe  experience  will  ' 
SilGcient  lo  prove  my  as.serlion.  Wo  want  ml  moi 
foreign  merchandize  at  present.     We  have  alrcar 
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quite  too  much,  more  than  we  can  pay  for.  We  ittv- 
port  too  miick  and  manitfitcture  too  little.  "The  wliole 
question  is  in  a  nut  sheli,"  anil  can  be  seen  at  a 
glance:  onr  distress  arises  chiefly  from  the  surplus 
of  foreis;n  products,  forced  upon  upon  us  in  many  in- 
stances by  foreigners,  under  the  compromise  act  and 
ad  valorem  duties.  Who  are  the  men  in  our  country 
that  feel  most  sensibly  the  etfects  of  the  fluctuations 
in  the  ctuTCncy,  excessive  importations,  and  revul- 
sions in  business?  Is  it  the  merchant,  the  farmer, 
the  professional  man,  or  the  mechanic?  All  men  and 
all  interests  are  more  or  less  affected  by  these 
changes;  but,  sir,  it  is  the  hard-working,  frugal,  in- 
dustrious mechanic  who  is  the  greatest  sufferer,  and 
in  no  one  branch  of  mechanical  labor  does  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times  cause  greater  embarrassment  than 
among  those  engaged  m  the  manufacture  of  leather; 
for  it  is  produced  in  large  amounts  for  export  to  oth- 
er parts  of  onr  Union,  and  when  a  link  in  the  chain 
receives  a  blow,  it  vibrates  to  either  end  with  a  force 
that  is  felt  severely  by  all.  The  annual  product  of 
leather,  when  manufactured,  in  all  its  branches,  has 
been  estimated  at  §50,000,000,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  this  enormous  amount  is  made  up  of  boots 
and  shoes;  and  shall  this  vast  interest  be  suffered  to 
perish  for  the  want  of  a  moderate  protection  from 
the  general  government'  Shall  it  be  sacrificed  upon 
the  altar  of  an  ubslraction,  called  free  trade !  No,  sir, 
it  requires  protection,  and  must  have  it.  You  have 
a  right  to  call  upon  congress  to  protect  your  labor 
against  the  distressed  and  miserable  pauper  labor  of 
Europe.  We  should  have  a  protection  that  will  se- 
cure the  journeyman  and  the  apprentice,  as  well  as 
the  master-worUman.  It  is  the  laborer  who  requires 
the  fostering  arm  of  government. 

I  have  already  said,  that  the  great  source  of  our 
trouble  is,  that  we  import  toomuch  and  manufacture 
too  little.  Why,  sir,  our  imports  for  the  last  ten 
years  have  far  exceeded  our  exports.  We  have  run 
up  a  debt  in  Europe,  the  amount  of  which  is  truly 
frightful.  The  amount  of  state,  city,  bank,  and  oth- 
er corporation  stocks  held  abroad,  which  we  have 
sold  and  pledged  amounts  to  two  iiukdred  millions 
OF  DOLLARS.  Bcsidcs  this  principal  sum,  we  pay  Cor 
should  do  so,)  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  every  month 
for  interest.  Yes,  sir,  more  than  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  goes  every  week  to  Europe  to  pay  our 
interest  on  this  debt.  Nov/,  1  ask,  what  we  have  to 
show  for  this  two  hundred  millions  of  debt,  created 
in  the  last  ten  years,  under  the  compromise  act  of 
low  duties  and  no  dulies  at  all  on  one-half  nf  all  our 
imports?  W'/ii/,  tre  hate  had  a  p-eal  (imoiinl  of  clmnt- 
pa^-ne  and  French  ribbons,  and  a  little  railroad  irow. 
I  confess  that  the  recklessness  with  which  our  public 
affairs  have  been  managed  in  this  department  of  our 
7iational  economy,  is  absolutely  appalling.  Our  coun- 
try literally  mortgaged,  not  at  home,  but  abroad,  for 

TWO  HUNDRED     MILLION'S     OF     DOLLARS,  for  wllich  We 

bave  received  the  surplusses  of  the  manufactures  of 
every  country  in  Europe,  to  the  permanent  injury  of 
our  farmers,  mechanics,  merchants,  manufacturers; 
in  fact,  of  every  individual,  v,'hatever  his  occupation 
or  condition  may  be. 

Many  persons  have  regretted  our  loss  of  credit 
abroad;  for  one,  J  cannot  agree  with  them,  at  the 
risk  of  being  denounced  as  a  political  heretic.  I  re- 
joice that  we  cannot  borrov.'  a  dollar.  My  only  re- 
gret is,  that  we  have  been  able  to  borrow  as  large  an 
amount,  much  of  which  I  fear  will  never  be  paid,  to 
the  disgrace  of  these  who  have  borrowed  the  money. 
It  would  have  been  a  great  blessing  to  us  all,  if  our 
credit  had  failed  us  abroad  many  years  ago.  If  we 
had  drawn  the  coin  for  the  loans  instead  of  broad- 
cloths and  calicoes,  French  boots  and  shoes,  &c.  &c. 
our  debt  now  would  have  been  but  a  small  amount. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  comes  up  at  once,  when 
we  look  at  the  condition  of  the  counlrv,  what  can  be 
done  to  restore  our  lost  prosperity,  and  raise  the  fail- 
ing credit  of  the  country?  The  first  measure,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  that  should  have  occupied  (he  at- 
tention of  congress  last  December,  was  to  have  made 
ample  provision,  by  the  adoption  of  the  tariff  of  dulies 
upon  imports,  to  meet  all  tlie  necessary  expenses  of 
the  government,  and  provide  a  sinking  fund  to  pay 
off  the  national  debt.  If  this  had  been  done,  confi- 
dence would  have  been  restored,  and  you  would  not 
witness  the  scenes  of  trouble  that  present  themselves 
at  the  present  time.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that 
the  condition  of  affairs  at  Washington  is  not  flattering, 
and  that  many  things  are  doing  that  should  not  be 
done,  and  a  great  many  loft  undone  which  it  "is  their 
duty  to  do." 

I  do  not  speak  as  a  politician.  I  wish  nothing  from 
the  people  but  their  good  will,  and  nothing  from  the 
executive  and  congress  but  wise  legislation,  such  as 
will  restore  to  the  whole  country  a  fair  reward  for 
the  industry  of  tlie  people. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  not  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
fix  upon  a  plan  to  achieve  the  great  objects  we  all 
have  in  view.     A  sound  currency  can  only  be  based 


on  a  sound  tariff;  give  us  the  latter,  and  we  can  af- 
terwards establish  the  ftfrmer.  I  am  very  clear  in 
the  opinion,  that  we  can  never  maintain  a  sound  cur- 
rency throughout  the  United  States,  if  we  are  to 
transfer  our  workshops  to  England,  France  and  Ger- 
;  many.  We  can  never  be  prosperous  in  this  country, 
i  and  maintain  a  uniform  standard  of  value,  without 
!  protecting  the  laborer  in  his  employment.  Our 
i  wealth,  our  resources,  everything  we  possess  and  en- 
joy, is  founded  on  labor;  hence  it  must  be  cherished, 
:  and  never  suffered  to  languish  from  foreign  compe- 
tition. 

i  I  do  not  desire,  Mr.  President,  to  raise  one  dollar 
;  more  revenue  than  may  be  required  for  the  necessary 
and  economical  wants  of  the  government.  Looking 
back  to  the  expenditures  of  the  government,  and  for- 
j  ward  to  the  condition  of  our  defences  upon  the  sea- 
j  board,  our  Indian  relations  upon  our  borders  and  fron- 
,  tiers,  together  with  the  positive  wants  of  the  navy 
;  and  army — I  have  estimated  the  expenditures  at  Ihir- 
I  (;/  milliam  annunily  for  tlie  next  five  years,  and  shall 
j  set  aside  two  millions  anmudly  to  create  a  sinking  fund 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt.  The 
amount  then  "to  be  raised  is  thirty-two  millions  of 
'  dollars.  I  estimate  the  whole  amount  of  imports  at 
[  one  hundred  and  ten  millions,  on  an  average,  for  five 
'  years;  the  two  first  years  will  fall  short  of  that 
;  amount,  the  three  last  will  probably  exceed  the  esti- 
I  mate.  Of  this  one  hundred  and  ten  millions,  I  de- 
duct from  three  to  five  millions  of  coin,  and  fifteen 
I  millions  of  articles,  which  should  be  free  of  duty, 
leaving  about  ninety  millions  upon  which  duties 
should  be  assessed.  We  have  then  ninety  millions 
upon  which  we  can  assess  thirty-two  million?  annu- 
ally, which  would  give  about  thirty-throe  and  a  third 
percent. 

1  The  difficulty  now  arises,  how  shall  the  duties  be 
j  assessed?  shall  it  be  a  horizontal  duty  of  thirty-three 
I  and  one-third  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  every  thing? 
or  shall  we  adopt  the  principle  of  discriminalion  and 
specific  duties?  From  considerable  experience  in 
these  matters,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  ex- 
pediency, nay  the  necessity,  of  adopting  the  latter. 
Discrimination  was  adoped  in  the  first  tariff  estab- 
lished, and  should  not,  must  not  now  be  abandoned. 
Specific  duties  are  far  more  safe  and  convenient,  in 
most  cases,  than  the  ad  valorem  system.  ^  All  prac- 
tical merchants  agree  in  regard  to  the  utility  of  spe- 
cific duties.  Our  own  experience  should  not  be  lost 
upon  us.  The  revenue,  I  am  confidenl,  would  be 
much  larger  under  e'pecific  duties,  equal  to  twenty 
five  per  cent,  than  ad  valorem  duties  of  thirty-five 
per  cent.  The  effect  of  ad  valorem  duties  haa  been 
to  place  the  foreign  importations  of  the  country  in 
the  hands  of  foreigners,  a  great  proportion  of  the  ad 
valorem  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  are 
brought  to  us  by  British  subjects,  and  nine-tenths  of 
all  the  ad  valorem  merchandise  imported  into  New 
York  from  France  is  imported  by  Frenchmen.  So  it 
is  with  ad  valorem  German  goods.  I  deem  it  essen- 
tial that  there  should  be  a  specific  duty  upon  boots 
and  shoes.  Under  the  tarifl'  of  1833,  you  had  a  spe- 
cific duty  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  pair  on 
boots,  and  thirty  ceirts  on  shoes.  Now  there  have 
been  under  the  reduction  of  the  compromise  act, 
large  quantities  of  French  and  German  boots  import- 
ed; the  best  French  boots  cost  four  dollars,  and  the 
German  three  dollars;  under  an  ad  valorem  duty, 
you  will  find  these  boots  invoiced  from  France  at 
three  dollars,  and  perhaps  at  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  and  from  Germany  at  two  dollars.  A  duty  of 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  would  not  give 
you  the  protection  that  would  enable  you  to  pay  the 
laborer  any  thing  like  the  wages  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  receiving;  of  course  if  his  wages  are  ma- 
terially reduced,  he  and  his  family  must  he  deprived 
of  many  of  the  comforts  they  have  usually  enjoyed. 
Besides,  you  degrade  the  character  of  our  now  inde- 
pendent laboring  people,  when  you  reduce  the  wages 
of  labor  so  low' as  not  to  allow  them  the  means  of 
educating  their  children,  and  clothing  them  decent- 
ly, that  they  may  attend  public  worship  and  the  Sun- 
day school  on  the  Sabbath.  We  should  exert  all  our 
efforts  to  elevate,  and  not  depress  the  laboring  clas- 
ses. We  live  under  a  popular  government,  founded, 
on  public  opinion,  and  it  is  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  we  are  to  look  for  its  stability  and  perma- 
nency. 

Sir,  lam  for  universal  education.  I  have  no  fear 
of  the  people  learning  and  knowing  too  much.  Our 
goveriimsnt  cannot,  will  not  stand,  but  with  an  intel- 
ligent and  moral  population.  Shall  we  compare  and 
place  in  the  same  scale  the  free,  intellectual,  indus- 
trious mechanics  and  working  men  of  our  country, 
with  those  half-paid,  half-starved,  parish-fed  people 
of  Europe?  No,  sir,  my  indignation  is  excited  when 
I  hear  it  said  that  the  reason  why  we  cannot  compete 
with  the  cid  countries  in  manufactures  and  the  me- 
chanic arts,  is  because  our  labor  is  too  high — we  must 
bring  down  the   labor,  it  is  said,  to   the    European 


standard,  and  then  we  shall  go  on  very  well.  Sir,  I 
do  not  desire  to  compete  with  foreign  labor.  I  hope 
never  to  see  the  time  when  labor  can  be  obtained  at 
the  price  it  is  now  in  Great  Britain.  A  fair  hand- 
loom  weaver  obtains  but  from  §1  75  to  $9  per  week. 
Farmers  may  be  hired  for  30  to  25  cents  per  day,  and 
most  kinds  of  mechanics  in  proportion;  paid,  of 
course,  according  to  the  skill  and  employments.— 
Most  articles  of  subsistence,  too,  you  must  remember, 
are  double  the  price  they  are  with  us.  Upon  the 
continent  of  Europe  labor  is  still  lower.  Can  we, 
shall  we  throw  open  our  great  country  to  the  produc- 
tions of  all  the  world,  and  maintain  free  trade,  which 
is  ail  on  one  side?  Not  a  country  in  Europe  will  take 
an  article  from  this  country,  that  they  are  not  obliged 
to  receive  either  for  revenue  or  their  manufactures. 
Cotton  they  cannot  at  present  do  without,  although  an 
effort  is  making,  and  I  fear  a  successful  one,  by  Great 
Britain,  to  supply  herself  with  the  common  qualities 
from  India.  Tobacco  is  taken  for  revenue  with  a 
■duty  from  3  to  800  per  cent.  Flour,  pork,  beef,  in 
:  short  all  our  great  staples,  with  the  exception  of  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  rice,  are  prohibited,  and  every  arti- 
j  cle  that  competes  in  the  slightest  degree  with  their 
I  own  labor.  And  yet  they  have  the  assurance  in  Eng- 
j  land  to  write  books  and  pamphlets,  and  to  make 
speeches,  and  send  out  reports  from  the  British  house 
j  of  commons  upon  the  sublimated  beauties  of  fiee 
j  trade.  We  have  seen  their  plans  from  the  time  of 
Mr.  Huskisson,  and  have  had  an  abundance  of  theo- 
ries up  to  the  last  report  of  Mr.  Hume — and  it  has  all 
j  ended  in  promises.  Not  a  step  has  been  taken  to 
ameliorate  the  restrictive  system  of  Great  Britain — 
nor  do  1  believe  that  there  is  any  prospect  of  a  change 
that  will  be  of  the  smallest  benefit  to  us.  The  corn 
laws,  it  has  been  often  said,  for  the  last  fifteen  yeare, 
would  be  repealed.  Has  it  been  done?  No.  Nor 
will  they  be  repealed,  or  modified,  so  as  to  admit  fo- 
reign corn,  without  the  price  reaches  about  §3  per 
bushel  with  the  duty.  I  am  tired  with  this  everlast- 
ing speculation  upon  free  trade.  It  means  nothing. 
It  is  ideal,  a  mere  phantom,  and  not  to  be  entertained 
by  practical  men.  It  is  a  transeendenlal,  Utopian 
doctrine^  that  has  no  practical  result.  My  friends, 
we  have  in  this  country  but  one  course  to  pursue, 
and  that  is  to  look  to  our  own  country,  and  to  the 
special  care  of  our  own  labor — let  us  protect  it~.and 
wiih  the  protection  that  a  paternal  government  is 
bound  to- extend  to  this  all-important  interest,  I  have 
no  fears  for  the  prosperity  of  our  glorious  republic. 
I  have  very  much  at  heart  the  success  of  this  ques- 
tion, which  is  soon,  I  think,  to  agitate  the  whole  na- 
tion— and  I  feel  its  importance  to  such  an  extent, 
that  I  sincerely  believe  that  nothing  now  will  save 
the  country  from  almost  fatal  bankruptcy  but  a  tarifl', 
embracing  the  principle  of  discrimination  and  speci- 
fic duties — and  unwilling  as  I  always  have  been  to 
appear  in  public,  I  am  ready  to  spend  and  be  spent 
in  this  cause,  which  I  believe  to  be  that  of  the  coun- 
try's best  good — and  v/ould  willingly,  if  it  should  be 
found  necessary,  buckle  on  the  armor,  and  canvass 
our  good  old  Bay  Slate  from  the  shores  of  Cape  Cod 
to  the  hills  of  Berkshire.  I  am  encouraged,  however, 
in  looking  to  the  future,  from  the  fact  that  there  are 
indications  that  the  people  are  taking  this  matter  into 
their  own  hands.  J  was  highly  gratified  to  learn  a 
few  days  ago — after  an  eclipse  of  five  and  twenty 
years — that  a  bright  spot  could  be  seen  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  an  influential  gentleman,  long  in 
the  public  service,  who  has  of  late  been  devoting 
himself  to  agriculture,  and  ediling  a  most  excellent 
agricullural  paper,  has  changed  ground,  and  has  well 
urged  that  the  best  way  to  encourage  agriculture,  is 
to  f,ive  its  products  a  home  market,  by  protecting 
home  manufactures.  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  too  are  di^cus5ing  the  question  with  spirit  and 
ability.  I  hope  that  a  strong  expression  of  public 
opinion  will  produce  the  result  we  so  much  wish. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  admonished  by  the  clock  (hat 
I  have  already  consumed  too  much  of  your  valuable 
time,  and  will  only  add  that  I  welcome  the  members 
of  this  convention  to  our  city  on  my  own  account, and 
feel  assured  that  I  may  include  our  whole  population, 
who  I  am  certain  entertain  the  same  sentiments  that 
you  and  1  do,  upon  the  important  question  which  has 
brought  you  together. 

I  cannot  but  express  the  hope  that  a  national  con- 
ention  maybe  held,  composed  of  representatives  of 
the  workmen  of  our  country — and  let  them  com© 
together  without  party  feeling.  My  friends,  it  is 
time  to  discard  our  political  party  bickerings.  There 
is  a  crisis  in  our  afi'airs,  which  "demands  of  us  this 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  patriotism.  Let  us  know 
no  other  party  than  that  of  one  for  our  country,  with- 
out reference  to  party  leaders.  Of  what  consequence 
is  it  to  you  or  me,  who  administers  the  government, 
provided  it  be  well  administered?  For  myself,  I  shall 
go  for  the  country,  and  care  not  who  may  be  the 
chief  executive  of  the  nation,  if  he  be  honest,  capa- 
ble, and  faithful  to  the  constitution. 
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From  the  Mw  York  Trihum. 

Jvl.'W  York,  Tiiesihy,  .Ipri'  5. 

The  convention  assemWec!  in  the  Broadwny  Taber- 
nacle at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  It  wai?  called  to  order  by 
Joseph  Btiiiit,  CFq.  of  New  York,  on  v/hose  moii'jn 
Henry  S/ww,  esq.  of  Massachusetts,  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  L.  D.  Chapin,  of  this  city,  was  chosen  se- 
cretary. After  a  few  remarks  from  the  chairman, 
on  motion,  the  states  were  called  in  order,  and  dele- 
gates from  Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Michigan  and  Illi- 
nois, were  found  to  be  present. 

On  motion,  delegates  from  each  state  were  re- 
quested to  nominate  two  of  their  number  to  form  a 
committee  to  report  officers  for  the  permanent  orga- 
nization of  the  convention. 

The  general  committee  on  organization  now  re- 
tired to  select  suitable  persons  to  be  proposed  as  of- 
ficers for  this  convention.  During  its  absence  the 
convention  was  briefly  addressed  by  Mr.  J.  Arnold, 
of  New  Bedford,  in  exposition  of  the  character,  im- 
portance and  relations  of  the  .4imerican  whale  fishery. 

Mr.  Drinker,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  refutation  of 
the  common  mistake,  that  this  convention  had  met 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  protection  especially  to 
manufactures.  Its  objects  are  broad  as  the  wiiole 
range  of  American  industry — agricultural,  mechani- 
cal and  commercial.  The  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  country  are  now  less  in  need  of  protection 
than  the  agricultural  and  others;  and  it  is  for  the  be- 
nefit q{  all  that  this  convention  has  assembled. 

The  memorial  to  congress  of  the  ship  owners  of 
N.  Bedford  and  others  engaged  in  tlje  whale  fishery 
was  read  to  the  convention  by  Dr.  Fisher.  It  asks 
for  efficient  protection  of  our  home  industry  as  es- 
sential to  the  well  being  of  the  whole  interest. — 
Whale  oil,  it  urges,  is  in  great  part  consumed  in  our 
manufactories  and  mechanical  processes;  let  th.ese  be 
prostrated  by  the  want  of  protection,  and  that  busi- 
ness would  be  transferred  to  Europe,  in  whose  ports 
our  oil  is  met  by  prohibitory,  or  nearly  prohibitory, 
duties,  to  favor  their  own  whalers.  By  such  duties, 
and  corresponding  bounties,  France  has  firmly  estab- 
lished and  England  largely  extended  her  fisheries;  at 
this  moment,  the  business  is  largely  increasing  in  the 
British  colonies,  from  which  agents  are  constantly  in 
onr  ports  offering  templing  in  ucemcnts  to  our  ex-  1 
periened  whalers  lo  engage  in  their  service.  Tiie 
■\vhaling  iiiterests  asks,  therefore — not  duties  on  fo- 
^  reign  oils,  but  duties  on  foreign  products  generally 
imposed  with  a  primary  view  to  the  protection  of 
our  home  industry  generally,  thus  preserving  the 
only  attainable  market  for  our  oils  and  preserving 
the  whaling  interest  by  sustaining  the  general  industry 
and  prcsperily  of  tl.e  country. 

Mr.  .T.  Blunt,  of  New  York,  followed  in  support  of 
the  general  positions  of  this  memorial,  in  review  of 
the  policy  of  our  government  through  former  years, 
and  in  illustration  of  the  necessity  of  protection  to 
the  mechanics,  farmers  and  laborers  generally  of  lliis 
country.  He  showed  that  not  merely  the  pauper  la- 
bor of  Europe,  but  the  still  cheaper  labor  of  the  East 
Indies,  will  be  brought  in  direct  competition  with  our 
own;  that  not  merely  boots  from  Paris;  but  boots  from 
Manilla  are  now  selling  in  New  York,  at  a  lov/cr  price 
than  they  can  be  made  by  the  American  shoemaker 
while  he  supports  in  comfort  and  educates  his  faniiiy. 

Mr.  J.  Arnold,  of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts, 
stated  many  facts  bearing  upon  the  interests  of  Ame- 
rican labor.  Among  thorn  was  the  observation  of 
Mr.  Adan,  a  gentleman  who  has  spent  many  years 
in  India,  and  who  is  entirely  confident  that  much  of 
the  soil  of  that  country  is  as  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  cotton  as  any  in  tlie  world,  and  that,  so  cheap  is 
labor  there,  it  may  he  abundantly  produced  at  two 
cents  11  pound.  He  said  that  the  manufacturers  of 
Massachusetts  were  generally  disposed  to  let  things 
take  their  course,  believing  that  they  can  sland  free 

trade  quite  as  well  and  as  long  as  other  interests 

Let  them  be  destroyed,  if  necessary,  and  then  it  will 
be  no  longer  possible  to  excite  the  prejudices  of  the 
ignorant  against  protcctioji  by  clamor  against  manu- 
facturing lilntiopiily  and   (ir'r.tocrurij. 

Mr.  Asaph  Bice,  of  Alassjrlj'usetts,  a  venerable 
patriot  of  four  score,  confirmed  the  statements  pre- 
viously made  by  Mr.  Uiunt,  of  the  distress  and  em- 
barrassment which  pervaded  this  counlry  prior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  cousiitulion  for  the  want 
of  cflicient  protection  to  home  industry.  He  iivcd  in 
those  times,  he  shared  in  Aose  distresses,  and  knew 
how  they  wore  caused  and  how  remedied.  Ue  thrill, 
ingiy  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  the  whole  people 
to  unite  in  such  measures  as  are  now  eininontly  ne- 
cessary to  restore  the  country  to  prospei'ity  and  inde- 
pendence. 

Uov.  J.  O.  Choules,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  behalf 


of  the  agriri\ltural  interest,  of  which  ho  appears  as  a 
representative.  He  stated  from  personal  knowledge 
that  the  farmers  generally  are  awaking  to  a  just  and 
strong  interest  in  the  cause  of  protection,  as  essential 
to  their  welfare  and  that  of  the  whole  country.  He 
expressed  the  sanguine  hope  that  the  feeling  which 
animated,  and  the  sentiments  expressed  by  this  con- 
ventiim  would  be  warmly  responded  to  by  the  whole 
country. 

The  committee  on  organization  now  reported  the 
following  list  of  officers,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  the  officers  appointed  accordingly,  viz: 

For  president  J  Qe]i.  James  Tall:*i.\dge,  of  N.  York. 

Vice  presidents,  gen.  Robertson  Hull,  of  Vermont; 
hon.  Henry  Shaw,  of  Massachusctis;  Stamford  Nev,*- 
ell,  of  Rhode  Island;  Thomas  H.  Brace,  of  Cnnnec- 
ticut;  Stephen  Warren,  of  New  York;  hon.  Mahlon 
Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey;  hon.  George  rlf)ward,  of 
Maryland:  Robert  E.  Little,  of  Illinois;  A.  J.  White, 
of  Michigan:  Robert  McKay,  of  Delaware. 

Sscretariis,  L.  D.  Chapin,  of  New  York;  Stephen 
Conger,  of  New  Jersey;  H.  D.  Maxwell,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; William  O.  Bartlett,  of  Massacliusetts. 

General  Tallmadge,  on  taking  the  chair,  returned 
his  thanks  to  the  convention  for  the  honor  conferred 
on  him,  and  appealed  to  the  convention  to  keep  all 
its  objects  and  proceedings  entirely  ^ree  from  ail 
party  political  purposes  and  feelings.  Me  proceeded 
to  take  a  rapid  review  of  the  organization  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Home  League,  the  reasons  which  had 
rendered  necessary  the  call  of  this  convention,  and 
the  present  deplorable  condition  of  the  country,  eco- 
nomical and  moral.  General  T.  proceeded  to  show 
that  the  commercial  and  navigating  interests  of  this 
country  have  always  claimed  and  received  ample 
protection  from  the  government;  amounting  to  abso- 
lute prohibition  in  the  case  of  our  coasting  trade. 

General  T.  showed  thattliis  question  of  protection 
to  our  labor  became  more  and  more  important  to  us 
every  year,  as  our  relations  with  Europe  were  ren- 
dered more  intimate  by  the  reduction  of  the  distance 
across  the  ocean  gradually  from  six  months  to  ten 
days.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  from  undeniable 
statistics  that  the  price  of  manual  labor  throughout 
continental  Europe  ranges  from  sirt  cents  to  twenty- 
five  cents  per  day,  rarely  exceeding  sixteen  to  eigh- 
teen cents.  He  showed  that  the  wages'  of  the  olFicers 
anil  crew  of  a  Swedish  ship  is  less  than  that  of  the 
captain  of  a  similar  American  ship — that  the  com- 
mon sailor  here  receives  far  more  than  the  Swedish 
captain.  All  through  Europe  the  laborer  is  depress- 
ed to  the  verge  of  starvation,  and  plunged  in  misery 
and  degradation.  How  then  can  we  hope  to  pro- 
duce and  carry,  at  as  low  a  rate  as  can  be  done  with 
this  depressed,  unrewarded  labor. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  a  committee  of  ten  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  business  for  the  convention.  The 
following  persons  ivere  appointed: 

Massachusetts,  James  Grinnell;  Vermont,  Martin 
Chittenden;  New  York,  Colonel  Norton;  Connecticut, 
Philip  Riplsy;  Rhode  Inland,  Alexander  Hodges;  N. 
Jersey,  gen.  A.  Goochvin;  Pennsylvania,  hon.  Har- 
mar  Deuney;  Delaware,  J.  W.  Thompson;  Michigan, 
Dr.  J.  H.  While;  Kentucky'  Mr.  Banks. 

On  motion  of  prof.  J.  J.  Mapes,  of  N.  Y.  this  com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  nominate  other  committees 
to  present  to  the  convention  statistics  and  general  in- 
formation concerning  conimcrcc,  agricitlture,  manu- 
factures and  the  other  various  tonics  which  will  be- 
come matters  of  discussion. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  prepare  rules 
for  the  government  of  the  convention;  after  which  the 
I  meeting  adjourned  till  9  o'cPk  Wednesday  morning. 
Second  day,  Wednesday,  Jipril  6. 

The  convention  reassembled  at  9  o'clock.  Several 
additional  delegates  were  present.  Hon.  Harniar 
I  Denny,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  committee  on  bu- 
1  siuess  proper  to  be  submitted  to  the  couvention  re- 
j  ported  in  part  as  follows: 

j  liesoliMl,  That  the  following  committees  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  on  the  several  subjects 
relerreil  to  tiiem,  viz: 

I  1.  On  the  subject  of  agriculture,  as  affected  by  the 
legislation  of  other  countries,  and  the  protection  of 
American  labor.  3.  On  iron  and  coal  and  tlie  manu- 
factures of  iron.  3.  Op  paper  and  the  manufacture 
Ihereof.  4.  On  salt  and  the  fisheries.  ."..  On  mineral 
productio)is  of  the  United  Stales  other  than  iron  and 
the  manufactures  thereof.  6.  On  wool  and  woollen 
goods.  7.  On  cotton  and  silk  manufactures.  8.' On 
glass  and  earthen  ware.  9.  On  ready  made  clothing. 
10.  On  leather  and  manufactures  of  leather.  11.  On 
flax,  lie.".i|),  and  the  manufactures  thereof.  10.  On 
sugar  and  sugar  refining.  13.  Ou  bouucls,  hats  and 
the  manufactures  of  straw,  palm  leaf,  Sic.  14.  On 
soap  and  candle;!.  15.  On  brushes,  bellows  and  combs. 
It).  On  bultons  and  pins.  17.  On  mechanic  arts  not 
enumerated.  IS.  On  thegciieral  i:iterest  ofmauufac- 
tures,  the  labor  of  the  counlry  and  Iho  necessity  of 
protection.     19.  On   the  influence  which  protection 


v.'ill  have  on  the  general  interests  of  the  country. 
:?0.  To  memorialize  congress,  requesting  that  in  mo- 
ditying  the  tariff,  a  preamble  be  adopted,  similar  to 
that  of  1789.  21.  On  the  relations  of  protection  to 
the  currency.  92.  On  the  subject  of  jewelry.  23.  On 
finance  and  the  expenses  of  the  convention.  24.  On 
resolutions.  25.  On  duties  on  foreign  goods  sold  at 
auction.     26.  On  the  sale  of  foreign  goods  by  auction. 

G.  M.  Tibbetts.  of  Troy,  was  chosen  vice  presi- 
dent instead  of  Stephen  Warren,  necessarily  absent 
henceforth. 

Hon.  H.  Denny,  from  the  committee  on  resolutions, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Rrschcd,  That  the  depressed  state  of  the  Agri- 
cultural, manufacturing  and  commercial  inlerests  of 
the  whole  country  calls  loudly  for  the  interposition  of 
the  general  government,  the  only  power  which  can 
constitutionally  adopt  and  carry  out  measures,  nov,' 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  commercial  arrangements  and 
protective  legislation  of  foreign  governments,  and  the 
strenuous  eltbrts  of  foreigners  to  obtain  the  control 
of  the  American  market  imperatively  demand  that 
the  shield  of  protection  should  be  thrown  over  the 
.American  laborer,  no  matter  in  what  department  of 
industry  be  may  be  occupied. 

3.  liesnh^cd,  That  in  the  present  embarrassed  con- 
dition of  the  national  treasury  and  I  he  finances  of  se- 
veral of  the  states,  prompt  and  efficient  measures  by 
congress  for  the  adequate  protection  of  the  industry 
of  the  country,  giving  to  it  life  vigor  and  renewed 
activity,  will  be  among  the  best  means  of  preserving 
the  National  credit  and  restoring  to  a  sniind  condition 
and  proper  level  that  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Resolved,  That  based  as  our  country  is  on  the 
intelligence  of  the  whole  community,  the  permanence 
of  our  free  institutions  imperiously  demands  that  the 
labor  of  the  country  be  constantly,  steadily,  and  effi- 
ciently protected — that  our  laboring  classes,  on  whom 
the  chief  responsibility  of  maintaining  them  rests, 
may  not  be  reduced  to  the  degraded  and  starving 
condition  of  the  laboring  classes  throughout  the  rest 
of  the  world. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  present  condition  of  our  fo- 
reign commerce,  more  than  half  which  is  in  the  hands 
of  foreigners,  whose  interest  it  is  to  take  advantage 
of  the  revenue  as  far  as  they  can  without  detection, 
requires  tiiat  such  restrictions  should  be  framed  as 
will  protect  our  revenue  from  frauds  and  our  mer- 
chants from  unfair  and  dishonest  co:npetition.  To 
accomplish  which  object,  specific  duties  wherever 
practicable  offer  the  surest  prospect  of  success. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  principles  of  the  compromise 
act,  which  enjoin  the  collection  of  the  revenues  in 
cash  by  such  as  are  sufficient  for  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  tlie  government,  are  just,  and  ought 
not  to  be  abandoned,  but  nothing  in  that  act  which 
lends  to  limit  ample  protection  to  our  domestic  in- 
dustry or  prevent  the  encouragement  of  American 
commerce  on  honest  and  fair  principles,  should  be 
considered  as  deserving  a  moment's  discussion  in  con- 
gress, but  on  the  contrary  should  receive  immediate 
reprobiilion. 

7.  Resolved,  That  a  ware-housing  system  for  the 
bonding  of  goods  on  American  account  exclusively 
may  be  judicious,  but  a  general  bonding  system  giving 
similar  advantages  to  importers  of  goods  on  foreign 
account  would  be  an  evasion  of  the  cash  duty  system 
and  an  injury  to  American  commerce  and  home  in- 
dustry.    [Referred  to  committee  on  commerce.] 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the 
friends  of  American  industry  throughout  the  states, 
the  more  effectually  to  encourage  and  protect  home 
products  and  domestic  manufactures,  that  individuals 
as  well  as  families  and  communilies,  should  pledge 
themselves  to  the  consumption  and  wear,  as  far  as 
practicable,  of  American  goods,  and  the  products  of 
th.eir  own  soil,  labor  and  skill,  in  preference  to  those 
of  foreign  importalion,  especially  of  those  countries 
which  refuse  reciprocal  commercial  relations. 

Aflcrsomc  desultory  discussion  by  IMcssrs  J.  Blunt, 
A.  Stewart,  Swan,  Crolius,  Shaw  and  others,  with 
regard  to  the  proper  order  of  business,  during  which 
it  svas  decided  that  resolutions  eliciting  debate  pro- 
posed by  members  should  bo  submitted  to  the  busi- 
ness committee,  and  the  several  committees  Nvere 
authorized  to  withdraw  and  sit  during  the  .sessions 
of  the  convenlion,  the  resolutions  above  cited  were 
declared  in  order. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  called  up,  and  pro- 
fessor J.  J.  Mapes  :iddresscd  the  couvention.  Ho 
spoke  of  the  doctrine  advanced  that  a  tnritf  should  bo 
laid  merely  fur  revenue,  and  shov/ed  that  no  horizon- 
tal duty  which  could  bo  laid  would  be  sufficient  to 
raise  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions.  He  stated  the 
total  amount  of  manufactures  in  the  counlry  at 
$1,795,000,1)00.  Pennsylvania  alone  has  an  iron  trade 
lif  *,22,000,0U0,  and  a  very  slight  change  in  the  duty 
would  protect  that  well-organized  interest,  while  any 
system  of  hortzontal  duties  would  entirely  shut  it  out. 
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We  had  heard  much,  he  said,  of  free  trade — but  he 
had  never  been  able  to  ascertain  its  meaning;.  He 
■went  on  to  examine  the  effect  of  a  protective  tai'ilf 
on  consnmers,  and  shov.'eii,  that  by  the  infhience  of  a 
duty  on  tlie  single  article  of  nails,  they  had  been  re- 
duced innricefrom  10c.  toSc.perpound.  Paper,  too, 
liad  been  reduced  one-half.  At  present  201,000,000 
])ounds  of  the  raw  material  were  eonsunied;  and  of 
this  150,000,000  were  of  home  production.  If  the 
horizontal  duty  were  laid,  tiiis  would  be  entirely  lost 
— and,  as  cur  rags  cannot  be  carried  to  atiy  foreign 
port,  a  net  amount  of  §5,000,000,  which  with  a  duly 
is  saved — would  be  lost.  He  spoke  also  of  the  in- 
fluence of  protection  on  iron  founiiries.  At  the  close 
of  tiie  last  v/ar,  an  iron  pot  was  the  hij^hest  achieve- 
ment of  American  foundries;  but  he  showed  that  l)y 
improvements  that  had  been  made  upon  the  casting; 
of  iron  in  thi.s  country  we  were  able  greatly  to  excel 
(he  English  in  (his  branch  of  industry. 

He  next  alluded  to  the  effect  of  a  di.scriminaling 
lariH'  on  aiiriculture.  The  amount  of  aericultural 
productions  in  this  country  he  stated  at  1,252,635,233 
dollars.  He  stated  the  amounts  exported  to  sis 
principal  ports;  and  showed  that  if  a  horizontal  du- 
ty should  be  adopted,  England  v/ould  enjoy  all  this 
trade,  of  which  we  should  be  tliereby  deprived. : 
With  relation  to  the  mercantile  interest,  he  said  that 
282,639  tons  of  shipping — more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  naval  force — were  employed  in  this  trade, 
pie  then  passed  to  some  of  the  ar4umcnts  used  by 
those  opposed  to  a  protective  tariff.  So  far  as  the 
raw  material  of  paper  was  concerned,  he  showed 
that  the  six  cotton-growing  states  received  the  pro- 
tection, and  not  the  north.  And  as  much  more  of 
this  article  was  consumed  at  the  north  than  at  the  ■ 
south,  the  north  paid  by  far  the  most  of  the  duty — 
the  benefit  of  which,  moreover,  went  to  the  south,  j 
He  showed  the  same  fact  with  regard  to  sugar — and  j 
upon  this  article  he  said  they  stood  to  the  north  with  ! 
reference  to  protection  as  284  to  11.  Flint  glass, 
brushes,  and  other  articles,  were  cited,  as  showing  the 
same  tlinig. 

He  cited  the  difSculties  attending  the  system  of 
home  valuation.  Its  chief  objection  was  that  when- 
ever we  had  a  prostration  of  mercantile  affairs  e\ery 
importer  would  say,  that  that  ^vas  the  lime  for  impor- 
tation— whereas  wi;en  the  articles  were  really  needed 
no  one  would  dare  to  import  them.  He  reminded  the 
convention  that  all  the  papers  to  be  sent.to  Washing- 
ton should  be  comprised  of  slalislics. 

Mr.  Alvan  Stewart  next  addressed  the  convention 
in  a  series  of  most  eloquent  and  forcible  remarks. 

The  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

The  lifth  resolution  v.'as  laid  on  the  table. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  then  called  up;  and  some 
member  having  made  reference  to  the  compromise 
act  and  to  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Clay  with  expressions 
of  dissatisfaction  against  the  latter. 

Mr.  Shaw  objected  to  its  arraignment  of  the  last 
great  friend  of  American  industry,  and  to  the  intro- 
duction into  this  convention  of  subjects  so  foreign 
and  so  destructive  to  the  objects  it  proposes.  He 
cared  not  what  was  said  elsewhere  of  them,  but  be 
protested  against  their  introduction  here.  He  said 
he  should  be  recreant  to  the  principles  he  had  pro- 
fessed for  the  best  half  of  his  life,  if  he  suffered  here 
or  any  where  the  name  of  Henry  Clay  to  be  men- 
tioned as  hostile  to  American  industry  or  American 
interests.     (Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  C.  Hawes  said  that  the  drawer  of  that  re- 
solution never  once  thought  of  Mr.  Clay.  He  had 
the  very  highest  respect — he  challenged  any  one  to 
go  beyond  him  in  respect  for  that  staunch  friend  of 
American  industry,  (cheers.)  The  chairiuan  sug- 
gested that  the  introduction  of  any  name  must  be 
considered  out  of  order — as  special  eulogy  entitles 
to  special  censure  from  those  who  chose — and  this 
was  no  the  purpose  of  this  convention,  (cheers.)  Mr. 
Haven  insisted  that  the  intention  of  the  drawer  of 
the  resolution  should  be  understood. 

The  president  said  that  in  accordance  with  what 
he  believed  to  be  the  wish  of  the  convention,  he 
should  shut  out  such  reference  to  individuals  here- 
after. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  heard  a  name  dear  to  him 
associated  with  a  name  he  could  not  respect:  and  his 
remarks  had  been  made  with  reference  to  that  vio- 
lation of  the  rule  adopted  by  the  chair.  He  believ- 
ed the  sixth  resolution  would  be  read,  if  passed, 
with  pain,  by  the  members  in  their  cooler  moments. 
He  objected  to  the  use  of  the  word  "reprobation"  in 
it, — as  applied  to  those  men  who  had  perilled  every 
thing  in  our  cause,  and  justified  his  objection  at 
some  length.  He  moYed  that  this  resolution  lay  on 
the  table. 

Hon.  Harmar  Denny  supported  the  motion.  He 
had  the  licit  reason  to  know  that  the  distinguished 
man  alluded  to  had  been  actuated  by  the  best  of  mo- 
tivift   in   the   introduction  of   the  cgiiipromise   act. 


Thus  much  he  felt  bound    to  say,  more  he  could  not, 
lest  he  should  violate  the  rule  of  the  chair. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  eightli  was  read  and  its  adoplion  moved. 

Mr.  Reed  said  he  liked  (he  language  of  this  reso- 
lution. If  he  understood- the  subject  at  all,;jr&fec- 
tion  was  but  anntlier  name  for  in(k;!endr.nce.  Some 
connected  it  v/ith  tlie  idea  of  revenue;  but  he  did 
not  so  regard  it.  This  was  the  essential  question  for 
which -cur  fathers  fought,  and  he  was  glad  to  find  it 
now  met  so  boldly  at  this  convention.  When  right- 
ly understood,  protection  'would  not  be  hampered 
with  either  revenue,  or  distribution,  or  any  thing  else: 
the  motto  would  be  protection  for  the  sake  of  ]-)ro- 
tection;  and  protection  for  the  sake  of  independence. 

Several  Ejentlemen  insisted  that  this  resolution  was 
foreign  to  the  purposes  of  this  convention,  and  that 
its  pledge  would  not  be  observed  if  adopted. 

Mr.  Asaph  Rice,  from  Massachusetts,  said  he  was 
glad  the  resolution  had  been  introduced,  because  it 
carried  him  back  to  the  days  when,  in  the  spirit  of 
patriotism,  he  aided  his  fathers  by  the  adoption  and 
practice  of  a  similar  resolution,  in  securing  tiie  li- 
berties of  the  country.  But  he  hoped  it  would  not 
pass,  because  he  feared  it  would  be  violated  before 
the  members  left  the  city. 

Mr.  Fisher  explained  that  the  resolution  merely 
embodied  a  recommendation,  and  not  a  pledge. 

After  some  further  deliberation,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  business  committee  reported  the  following  re- 
solution, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  protection  to  the  labor  and  capital 
of  this  country,  and  the  acquisition  of  reciprocal  be- 
nefits from  foreign  commerce,  shoa'd  be  provided  for 
by  laws  of  congress  rather  than  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions. 

~The  convention  then  adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Third  dny,  TkurMlay,  ,6[prill. 

The  convention  having  been  called  to  order  by 
the  president,  and  the  minutes  of  yesterday  read  by 
the  secretary,  the  reports  of  committees  were  de- 
clared in  order. 

The  committee  on  business  reported  that  a  com- 
mittee on  the  b'lok  trade,  be  appointed.  Agreed  to 
and  Messrs.  R.  Lockwood,  L.  D.  Chapin,  James 
Van  Nordcn  and  T.  B.  Walker,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Mapes,  from  the  committee  on  sugar  re- 
fining, reported  at  length  on  that  subject,  showing  by 
statistics  that  the  business  of  sugar  refining  will  be 
entirely  destroyed  if  a  horizontal  tariff  is  imposed,  j 
and  urging  the  necessity  of  a  discrimination  in  favor  i 
of  domestic  refined  sugar.  The  report  was  accept- 
ed and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  ,T.  Blunt  from  the  committee  on  that  subject,  | 
reported  a  memorial  to  congress,  praying  the  adop-  i 
tion  of  a   preamble  to  the  tariff  law  about  to  be  en- ' 
acted  similar  to  that  of  the  first  tariff  act  under  the 
federal  constitution  in  1789;  ("  fr/im'as  it  is  necessa- 
ry for  the  support  of  government,  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  tiie    United  States,  and   the  prolccihn  of  do- 
neslk  numnfitdures,  that  duties    be    laid   on    foreign 
goods,"   &c.)     The  report   forcibly  recites  the  facts 
in  regard  to  the  preceding  condition  of  the  country, 
and  to  this   action,  in  which  Washington,  Madison, 
Hamilton,  Franklin,  and    their  compatriots   concur- 
red, and  asks   that  this  same  preamtle  of  1789  be  in- 
corporated in  the  new  act. 

Mr.  S.  Oakley,  from  the  committee  on  iron,  coal, 
and  manufactures  of  iron,  reported  that  the  subject 
couimitled  to  them  had  been  divided  into  three  parts, 
and  referred  to  three  sub-committees,  v.-hich  would 
report  severally.  Mr.  D.  O.  Kellogg  of  Troy,  read 
the  prefatory  report,  embracing  general  considera- 
tions, showing  the  importance  of  the  iron  trade  to 
the  independence  of  the  country,  the  comfort  and 
wealth  of  the  people,  and  the  progress  of  civiliza- 
tion and  the  arts.    . 

Mr.  S.  Oaklev  then  reported  at  length  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  production  of  iron,  including  nails,  trac- 
ing the  history  and  progress  of  the  trade  in  this 
country,  down"to  the  present  time.  The  report  states 
that  the  business  has  been  but  indifferently  profitable 
through  the  last  fourteen  years,  and  that  it  must  be 
entirely  abandoned  cast  of  the  Alleghanies  if  the 
duty  is  reduced  to  a  horizontal  standard,  as  provided 
by  existing  laws.  The  difficulty  has  arisen  from  the 
greater  cheapness  of  fuel  as  well  as  abundance  of 
capital  in  England,  where  the  Mineral  coal  used  in 
smelting,  costs  but  «,!  per  ton,  while  the  charcoal 
used  in  this  country  costs  ten  times  as  much.  But 
new  processes  and  improvements,  the  establishment 
of  works  where  iron  ore  and  eoal  beds  are  found  in 
close  proximity,  and  especially  a  new  discovery  of  a 
mode  of  making  bar  iron  with  anthracite  alone,  is 
fast  reducing  the  cost  of  making  iron,  so  that  it  can 
now  be  produced  nearly  as  cheap  here  as  it  could  in 
England  fifteen  years  ago.  But  the  English  cost  has 
also  been  reduced;  and  the  committee  believe  that  a 


duty  of  twenty-five  dollars  a  ton  on  bar  iron  will  now 
Butfice,  instead  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  dollars  le- 
vied in  182S;  and  of  eight  dollars  on  pig  iron,  (in- 
stead of  twelve  in  182S)  will  be  adequate  to  sustain 
the  business.  With  such  a  duty,  the  committee  are 
confident  that  the  cost  of  producing  iron  can  be 
steadily  reduced  year  after  year,  as  it  has  hitherto 
been,  until  it  shall  be  as  low  here  as  in  any  part  of 
the  v,'orld. 

The  number  of  persons  dependent  on  the  iron  bu- 
siness for  subsistence  is  now  over  tvr-o  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand;  the  wages  paid  them  annually  over 
eighteen  millions  of  dollars;  the  amount  of  agricul- 
tural productions  consumed  by  them  about  eleven 
millions  per  annum.  The  total  annual  product  of 
iron  is  about  twenty-two  millions;  capital  employed 
about  twenty-two  millions;  including  mines  and 
woodlands,  thirty  millions.  This  capita!  will  be  al- 
most wholly  des'troyed  by  a  horizontal  tariff. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Fisher,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported on  coal.  The  amount  of  anthracite  coal 
produced  in  1340  was  SC3,000  tons;  of  bituminous 
27,000,000  bushels.  (28  to  a  ton);  total  value  (at  ^^5 
per  ton)  over  $8,000,000.  Pfumber  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  producing  it  is  23,000;  including  their  fa- 
milies, 90,000;  their  annual  consumption  of  agricul- 
tural productions  over  4i4,500,000.  Coal  abounds 
throughout  our  middle,  western  and  south-westera 
states;  but  its  vast  stores  can  only  be  developed  by 
adequate  protection  to  the  mining  of  iron,  &c.  We  do 
not  need  a  pound  of  iron  or  a  bushel  of  coal  from 
abroad;  wc  have  an  abundance  at  home,  and  with  a 
steady  policy  of  protection,  it  can  be  produced  amply 
and  cheaply. 

The  only  direct  competition  with  our  coals  is  from 
lYova  Scotia.  Ourcoal  is  generallysituated  ahundred. 
miles  more  from  (ide-water;  not  so  that  of  Pictou 
which  can  thus  be  thrown  into  us  cheaper  than  our 
own  products.  Why  should  we  build  up  the  British 
colonies  at  our  own  expense,  and  render  them  for- 
midable and  ourselves  defenceless  in  case  of  a  war.' 
The  committee  recommend  a  specific  duty  of  six 
cents  a  bushel  on  imported  coal,  believing  that  such 
du(y  will  not  add  materially  to  the  cost,  while  it 
will  give  the  whole  domestic  market  1,0  our  own  pro- 
ducers. 

Mr.  Winslow,  of  Troy,  reported  on  nails,  showing 
(hat  the  cost  to  our  people  had  been  greatly  reduced 
by  protection,  and  that  under  the  tariff  of  1828  the 
price  of  nails  had  been  reduced  from  10  cents  per 
pound  to  4,  cents  per  pound,  and  the  duly  now  asked 
for  is  3  cents  per  pound,  40  per  cent  below  the  rate 
of  duty  of  1828. 

Mr.  P.  Ripl^,  of  Conn,  reported  on  hardware  and 
manufactures  of  iron.  He  gave  the  statistics  of  the 
trade;  men  employed  27  000;  capital  employed 
<i27,000, 000;  dependent  tliereon  114,000;  consumption 
of  food  ft7,000,000  per  annum;  for  clothing  §2,000,000: 
house  rent  $1,000,000. 

The  amount  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  wood- 
screws  alone  (a  new  branch)  is  about  $1,000,000, 
which  now  stands  nearly  idle,  for  want  of  due  pro- 
tection. The  whole  rate  of  duty  on  iron  manufac- 
tures is  estimated  by  the  committee  at  thirty  per 
cent,  imposed  specifically,  so  as  to  obviate  frauds  on 
the  revenue.  Sheet  iron  has  never  been  produced  in 
New  England,  but  she  does  not  object  to  paying  a 
duly  on  it  for  the  encouragement  of  its  production  at 
the  south. 

The  present  tariff  is  very  blindly  and  injuriously- 
adjusted.  Many  articles  of  iron  manufacture  (bed 
screws,  hinges,  &c.  &.C.)  are  now  taxed  much  less 
than  the  material  from  which  they  are  made,- and 
some  of  them  so  raiieh  cheaper  that  the  manufactured 
article  can  be  sold  here  cheaper  than  the  raw  material. 
Trie  committee  recommend  that  these  articles  be 
charged  with  the  same  duty  as  is  imposed  on  the  ma- 
terials, and  twenty  per  cent,  added  for  the  protection 
of  the  manufacture.  The  committee  states  that  do- 
mestic cut  natls  are  now  sold  here  at  a  lower  rate 
than  the  duty  (five  cents)  charged  on  the  foreign  arti- 
cle. Such  will  be  the  effect  of  a  fair,  steady  protec- 
tion to  iron  manufactures  generally. 

Mr.  Shaw,  from  the  committee  on  woollen  goods, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  had  under  conside- 
ration the  now  tariff  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Saltonstall, 
which,  in  principle  and  genera!  provisions,  it  hearti- 
ly approves.  It  excepts,  however,  the  provision  of 
thirty  per  cent,  on  "woollen  manufactures  not  enu- 
merated," as  opening  a  wide  door  for  fraud  and  eva- 
sion. It  objects  also  to  the  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  home  valuation.  It  recommends,  therefore, 
instead,  a  specific  duty  on  "woollen  goods  not  enu- 
merated," of  seventy-five  cents  the  square  yard.  It 
also  objects  to  the  eas^admission  of  cheap  foreign 
wool  as  interfering  with  the  American  wool  grower, 
opening  a  door  to  frauds,  and  not  necessary  to 
our  manufactures.  The  committee  recommend  spe- 
fic  duties,  based  upon  roinimums  and  a  home  valua- 
tion. 
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The  com 
country  a 
50,000.000 

il  50  000;  with  their  families  200,000 
productinns  consumed  by  them  $8,750,000  per  an- 
num: cost  of  wool  (36  cents  per  lb.)  $17,500,000; 
persons  employed  because  of  the  manufacture  ol 
■wool,  160,000;  their  annual  consumption  of  agricul- 
tural products  $22,000,000.  Capital  invested  m  the 
woollen  manufacture,  $25,000,000.  Agricultural 
capital  employed  in  producing  the  wool  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  manufacture  thereof,  $200,000.  The 
farming  interest  in  the  production  of  the  wool- 
len manufacture  is  ciglU  times  that  of  the  manufac- 
tures. ,  .  , 

Mr.  Drinker,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
on  auctions  reported  strongly  in  favor^of  imposing  a 
duly  on  the  sales  of  foreigQ  goods  by  auction,  show- 
ing'that  such  sales  are  almost  entirely  on  foreign  ac- 
counts, and  are  destructive  to  the  American  impor- 
ter and  trader.  We  cannot  find  room  for  even  a  sy- 
nopsis of  this  report,  which  traced  these  auction 
sales  through  all  their  ramifications  connected  with 
excessive  importations,  inflated  credit,  &.c.  The 
committee  recommend  a  duty  of  not  less  than 
Jive  per  cent,  on  all  sales  of  foreign  goods  by  auc- 
tion. 

A  member  proposed  a  recommitment,  with  a  view 
to  the  modification  of  the  rate  of  three  per  cent.  Af- 
ter some  discussion,  the  motion  to  recommit  was 
carried.  ,  ,   , 

A  member  objected  that  he  had  understood  the  re- 
port to  reflect  on  the  character  of  foreigners  who 
sought  our  shores  as  emigrants,  which  he  trusted  was 
not  sanctioned. 

Mr.  Howard  explained,  that  the  distinction  m  the 
report  between  foreign  emigrants  who  came  here  to 
be  naturalized,  and  made  a  part  of  us,  and  those  fo- 
reigners who  came  here  only  to  enrich  themselves 
by  the  sale  of  their  goods,  was  a  very  broad  and  pal- 
pable one.  We  welcome  the  emigrant  as  a  brother, 
■while  the  mere  trafiicker  who  comes  to  drain  us  of 
our  specie  and  impoverish  us,  is  rightly  regarded  as 
an  enemy  to  our  well  being. 

Mr.  Fisher,  from  the  committee  on  business,  re- 
ported that  a  committee  on  philosophical  and  astro- 
nomical instruments  be  raised— which  was  agreed  to, 
and  a  committee  appointed. 

Mr.  Greely,  from  the  committee  on  the  general 
interests  of  manufactures  of  American  labor,  and 
the  necessity  of  protection,  made  a  report,  defending 
the  principle,  and  setting  forth  the  s,eneral  grounds 
of  protection;  which  -was  adopted. 

Upon  the  question  of  adopting  this  report,  Mr.  J. 
Crane  of  Schenectady  addressed  the  convention  v/ith 
much  animation  and  humor,  in  general  advocacy  of 
the  policy  of  encouraging  and  preferring  American 
products, in  our  individual  as  well  as  geueral  capacity. 
Thfe  business  committee  reported  a  resolution  re- 
quiring the  several  committees  to  appoint  one  mem- 
ber of  each  to  act  as  a  general  committee  of  arrange- 
ment, revision  and  publication;  and  to  proceed  to 
Washington  to  submit  the  facts  and  statistics  embo- 
died in  their  several  reports  to  congress.  Agreed  to. 
Mr.  C.  C.  Haven,  from  the  committee  on  the  ettect 
of  protection  to  the  public  interest,  made  a  report.  °' 
It  was  adopted. 

A  motion  was  made  to  raise  a  fund  by  assessment 
of  ftS  each  on  the  members  of  the  convention  to  pay 
the  expense  of  publishing  its  reports  and  statistics. 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  of  Del.  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  business  committee  pro- 
posing a   preference  for  American  products  in  our 


duty  of  fl.1,50  per  pair  on  boots,  and  of  30  to  50 


cents  tiie  pair  on  shoe 

The  committee  on  agriculture  was  not  yet  ready 
to  report. 

The  committee  on  commerce  reported  a  constant 


any  part  of 

those  subjects.  The  house  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  present  composition  of  that  committee,  and  with 
certain  circumstances  relating  to  the  history  of  that 
matter.     1  refer  to  them   only  to  say  that,  since  the 


ase  of  foreign  tonnage  as  the  consequence  of  ^  present  composition  of  that  body,  no  committee  of 
the  reciprocal  treaties,  whrle  there  has  not  been  a  this  or  nf  the  other  house,  at  any  congress  since  the 
corresponding  increase  of  our  native  tonnage  em-  formalmn  of  the  government,  could  have  proeee^ded 
ployed  in  foreign  commerce  ""  "'"'  '    "'"     "*  '         -» »-o^  ■>" 


In  conclusion,  the  committee  recommend, 
1st.  That  our  government  terminate  the  recipro. 
cal  treaties,  so  called,  with  foreign  countries,  as 
speedily  as  it  can  be  done  with  good  faith,  except 
such  as  are  limited  to  the  direct  trade,  and  in  which 
we  have  equal  privileges. 

2d.  That  la-ws  should  be  adopted,  giving  advan- 
tages to  our  vessels  when  it  can  be  done  consistently 
■with  our  treaties  with  other  nations,  by  imposing  ad- 
ditional duties  on  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels. 
The  committee  on  commerce  and  currency  report- 
ed in  substance  that  the  existing  derangements  of  the 
currency  are  mainly  owing  to  the  adoption  of  free 
trade  doctrines,  and  that  a  remedy  can  be  found  in 
protection. 

The  committee  on  cotton  and  silk  reported  that 
the  protection  heretofore  given  to  the  cotton  manu- 
facture has  proved  greatly  advantageous,  but  that 
the  approaching  ■withdrawal  of  it  by  the  terms  of 
the  compromise  act,  threatens  fearful  mischiefs. 

By  the  terms  of  that  act,  all  protection  will  be 
withdrawn  from  this  important  interest,  and  this  is 
greatly  aggravated  by  coming  upon  us  at  a  time 
when  the  markets  of  Europe, gorged  with  Iheir  over 
productions,  are  throwing  upon  our  shores  an  im- 
mense amount  of  their  surplus  products,  which  are 
thrown  into  auctions,  and  sold  frequently  for  less 
than  half  their  original  cost.  The  effect  of  this  has 
been  the  stoppage  of  a  portion  of  our  factories,  the 
entire  loss  of  profits  of  a  large  portion,  and  a  fear- 
ful apprehension  of  the  entire  prostration  of  this  im- 
portant branch  of  American  industry.  Asa  remedy 
for  the  evils  felt  and  apprehended,  the  committee 
recommend  a  duty  of  not  less  than  six  cents  per 
square  yard  upon  all  uncolored  cotton  goods,  and 
seven  and  a  half  cents  upon  all  colored  or  printed 
goods. 

Reports  on  the  fisheries,  on  straw  bonnets,  on  rea- 
dy made  clothing,  on  glass  and  earthen  ware,  and  on 
mechanic  arts  not  enumerated,  were  presented  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  publication,  without 
reading. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  the  president,  the  secre- 
tary stated,  that  the  credentials  of  eleven  hundred 
delegates  had  been  received,  but  only  about  400  had 
attended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Massachusetts,  it 
was  recommended  that  the  friends  of  home  industry 
throughout  the  country  hold  mass  meeting!?  for  the 
purpose  of  furthering  its  object. 

It  was  voted,  that  there   be  a  national  convention 
home   lyceum   in   this  city  in  October  next, 
during  the  fair  of  the  American  institute. 

On  motion,  the  convention  then  adjourned  siiu'  die. 
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SPEECH  OF  MU.  ADAMS— April  15,  1849. 
Mr.   Adams,  who   was  entitled   tcr  the   floor  from 
Thursday,  rose  and  addressed  the  eouimittee  nearly 
as  follows: 

When  the  committee  rose  yesterday,  I  was  endea- 
voring, as  much  as  lay  in  my  power,  to  make  a  reply 
to  the  very   extraordinary,  and,  to  me,  most  unex- 
pected and  sudden  introduction  into  this  house  of  no 
less  a  question,  in  substance,  than  that  of  peace  and 
war  between   this  country   and    Great  Britain,  and 
that  on  so  slender  a  peg  as  a  motion  to  reduce  the  full 
Reports   from  committees  being  in  order,  one  on  |  ministers  to  the   court  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  to- the 
ns  and  billions  was  read,  showing  the  extent  of  the   rank  of  charges.     The  preceding  day  had  been  occu- 
manufacture  in  this  country,  &c.     The  capital  em-   pied,  in  a  manner  equally  sudden,  with  the  conside- 


individual  action,  was  taken  up,  advocated  by  Dr.  T. 
Mr.  J.  P-  Simpson,  Crolius,  and  others,  and  adopted. 

The  thanks  of  the  convention  were  tendered  to 
Messrs.  Boardman  &  Hart,  and  D.  Felt,  for  presents 
of  ink-stands,  paper-weights,  and  stationery. 

The  convention  adjourned  to  Friday  morning  at 
10  o'clock  at  the  same  place. 

Fourtli  day,  Friday,  April  8. 
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of  thirty  per  cent  will  be  an  adequate  protection.        I  mittee  on  loreign  allairs  1  had   hoped    that  the  only 

In  the  manufacture  of  pins  from  eighty  to  one  hun-!  duty  1  should  be  called  to  discharge  in  relation  to 
drcd  persons  are  employed,  with  a  capital  of  from  these  diplomatic  appropriations  was  to  sustain  the  es- 
*75  000  to  SIOO.OOO.  Annual  value  of  pins  made  timates  received  from  the  department  of  stale,  and  to 
liod  000.      \  high  specific  duty  is  recommended.        |  answer  Ihe  resolution  of  this  house  inquiring  whether 

The  committee  on  shoes  and  leather  reported  that  the  expenses  of  our  diplomatic  relations  might  not  be 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent  affords  no  protection.  Coarse  lessened  by  the  reduction  of  our  missions  to  Europe 
and  cheap  shoes  and  boots  have  recently  been  im-  and  to  South  America.  But  in  that  expectation  1 
ported  to  some  extent,  and  orders  to  a  large  amount  have  been  very  painfully  and  unexpectedly  disap- 
have  gone  out  to   Germany.     Great  quantities  of  pointed. 


n  the  discharge  of  its  duties  with  more  perfect  har- 
mony. No  question  has  agitated  its  deliberations  so 
as  to"  divide  its  opinion  on  any  important  point;  and 
having  been  charged  by  them  with  the  duty  of  sup- 
porting the  necessity  of  the  expenditures  estimated 
for  by'the  department— because,  after  full  considera- 
tion, the  committee  all  saw  that  there  was  no  occa- 
sion to  alter  the  existing  number  or  grade  of  our  mis- 
sions abroad — I  did  hope  that  having  done  that,  my 
whole  duty  would  have  been  discharged.  I  say  this, 
because,  appearing  as  1  do  in  some  sort  officially,  as 
far  as  these  appropriations  are  concerned,  and  hav- 
ing been  suddenly  called,  both  yesterday  and  now,  to 
enter  on  the  discussion  of  topics  totally  different,  and 
topics  which  have  not  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  what  I 
said  yesterday,  and  what  I  may  have  occasion  to  say 
to-day,  is  not  spoken  by  virtue  of  any  instructions 
from 'the  committee,  but  solely  in  my  individual  ca- 
pacity as  the  representative  of  one  of  Ihe  congres- 
sional districts  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates.  I 
speak  on  my  own  personal  responsibility,  and  with- 
out the  concurrence,  so  far  as  I  know,  of  any  other 
member  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

And  here  1  must  be  permitted  to  notify  the  house 
that,  if  I  should  manifest  a  want  of  due  preparation 
for  the  discussion  of  these  great  and  all-important  to- 
pics before  this  committee;  if  I  shall  exhibit  a  defici- 
ency of  means  and  of  power  to  do  justice  to  the 
cause  I  support — by  which,  I  mean,  the  cause  of  the 
peace  of  the  country  and  of  the  world — I  can  only 
express  my  hope  that  other  members  of  this  commit- 
tee, better  informed  and  better  qualified  to  meet,  as 
they  wiUhave  to  meet,  in  the  discussion,  some  of  the 
ablest  members  of  this  body,  will  take  the  duty  upon 
them  and  discharge  it  in  a  more  worthy  manner. — 
My  remarks  must,  of  necessity,  be  very  desultory, 
and  in  a  great  degree  destitute  of  order  and  arrange- 
ment, from  the  entire  want  of  time  for  suitable  pre] 
paiation. 

But  it  is,  I  say,  a  question  of  peace  and  war  which 
has  suddenly  been  sprung  upon  this  house,  from  two 
distinct  and  totally  diS'erent  quarters  of  the  house, 
apparently,  but  which  are  united  by  ties  which,  pei^ 
haps,  it  will  require  considerable  time  to  solve  and 
unfold  in  the  face  of  the  world.  I  must  take  them 
as  1  find  them,  united  in  one  great  object,  which  is  to 
involve  us  in  a  war  both  with  Great  Britain  and 
Mexico,  with  the  ultimate  purpose  of  preserving  and 
perpetuating  the  institution  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade.  This  is  the  object  of  war  with  Mexico,  as  re- 
commended to  us  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Wise).  This  is  the  object  of  war  with  Great 
Britain  as  recommended  to  us  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ingersoi.l).  In  this  they  are 
perfectly  united;  and  there  is  danger  to  the  country 
of  an  immediate  war  at  once,  with  these  two  powers, 
which  must  probably  involve  in  it  a  war  of  the  whole 
civilized  portion  of  ihe  human  race.  This  is  the  ob- 
ject which  they  have  united  with  all  their  forces  to 
recommend. 

Now,  I  must  say  that,"all  unexpected  as  it  has  been 
to  me,  and  unprepared  as  I  ani  to  discuss  the  subject 
in  the  manner  it  deserves,  I  am  not  sorry,  I  do  not 
regret  in  the  slightest  degree,  that  this  subject  has 
been  brought  before  the  house.  If  I  have  any  regret 
upon  the  subject,  it  is  that  it  was  not  brought  here 
before;  that  the  house  has  heretofore  suppressed  all 
debate  on  the  general  subject,  or  at  least  on  a  great 
part  of  it,  when  it  might  have  been  discussed  under 
circumstances  so  much  more  favorable,  at  a  moment 
when  there  was  no  negotiation  pending  on  any  sub- 
ject between  Great  Britain  and  the  Ihiited  States  - 
within  hearing  of  my  voice.  1  should  have  been 
much  more  delighted  to  have  gone  into  the  discussion 
before  any  of  those  delicate  complexities  were  in  the 
way  to  restrain  the  course  of  argument,  which  1  dare 
not  now  enter  upon,  and  which  yet  belong  essentially 
to  the  subject. 

It  is  a  question  of  peace  and  war,  immediate  and 
present;  the  danger  of  war  is  at  the  doors;  and  here, 
if  any  man  dares  to  raise  his  voice  against  going  to 
war,  he  is  immediately  charged  with  being  a  Dritvli 
partisan — an  E}\g  i.v/i  orator.  This  is  not  a  moment 
in  which  imputations  of  that  kind  are  likely  to  be  re- 
ceived with  indiflerence,  more  especially  when  nego- 
tiations arc  in  actual  progress.  I  should  have  been 
much  more  gratified  to  have  discussed  the  subject  at 
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tlic  comraencement  of  the  session,  or  even  before 
that.  But  I  must  taUe  it  as  it  comes;  and,  spealcinfc 
as  I  do  as  tlie  representative  of  a  single  dislrict,  I 
must  say  wliat  is  necessary  to  be  said,  though  it 
sliould  be  imputed  to  English  fceiini;  or  any  other,  in 
<]uarters  from  wtiich  I  may  be  sure  there  never  vvilj 
come  the  imputation  of  a  good  purpose  to  any  thing 
I  can  say. 

When  the  committee  rose  last  evening,  1  was  en- 
deavoring to  answer  some  of  the  arguments  for  v/ar 
made  amidst  professions  of  the  most  pacific  spirit  by 
the  gentlemen  (the  more  recent  of  the  two)  who  liave 
recommended  to  us  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  And 
wliat  were  the  points  of  his  argument'  ].  That  a 
war  would  extinguish  two  hundred  millions  of  our 
debt  to  England.  2.  That  it  would  enable  us  to  burn 
London.  And,  3.  That  because  vre  were  totally  un- 
prepared, therefore,  this  was  the  proper  nioment  for 
beginning  it.  In  the  course  of  that  argument  he 
brought  into  view,  I  think,  five  points  of  conlroversy 
with  England.  Now,  if  I  recollect  right,  there  is  in 
the  city  of  New  York  a  somewhat  distinguished  place 
called  "the  Fife  Points,"  [laughter]  and  really,  if  I 
were  to  judge  of  the  character  of  the  gentleman's 
speech  from  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  1  should  have 
thought  that  precisely  the  place  it  must  have  come 
fruiiv.  [Great  laughter].  The  gentleman,  1  believe, . 
represents  a  district  in  which  there  are  some  places 
somewhat  like  the  celebrated  Five  Points  in  the  city 
of  New  York. 

[iMr.  In'geksoll  liere  asked  leave  to  explain. 

The  Ch.iie.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts yield  the  floor.' 

Mr.  Ada5I5.  Oil  yes;  the  gentleman  may  explain 
as  much  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  I.VGEK50LL  here  spoke  earnestly  for  some  mi- 
nutes, but  in  a  spot  and  in  a  position  which  brought 
his  back  to  the  reporter,  and  rendered  it  impossible 
to  hear  much  of  what  he  said.  He  was  understood 
to  say  tliat  the  gentleman  from  Alassachuselts  had 
thought  proper  to  make  the  most  indecent  allusions 
to  his  person  by  connecting  it  with  the  number  of 
places  which,  for  aught  he  knew,  the  gentleman  miglit 
be  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  himself;  but  he  knew 
that  in  this  hall,  dressed  in  a  black  gown  and  mount- 
ed on  a  cushion,  the  gentleman  had  had  the  indecen- 
cy to  speak  of  the  English  nation  in  terms  which  de- 
served to  fix  upon  him  universal  execration.  Mr.  I. 
also  alluded  to  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  A.  while  a 
public  minister  of  peace  at  Ghent,  in  which  he  had 
spoken  of  his  own  country  in  terms  like  these;  "with 
three  frigates  for  a  navy,  and  five  regiments  for  an 
'.  army,  what  can  we  expect  but  defeat  and  disgrace?" 
These  were  his  expressions  while  his  country's  ac- 
credited minister  to  conclude  peace  v/ith  Great  Bri- 
,    tain]. 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  This  is  undoubtedly  ex- 
tremely apposite  to  the  question  whether  our  minis- 
ters to  Austria  and  Prussia  shall  be  exchanged  for 
charges.  Well,  sir;  the  ger.tleman,  in  llie  great! 
mildness  and  calmness  of  his  temper, which  is  never' 
to  be  rutiled  by  any  thing,  thought  proper  to  allude 
to  certain  eireumslanees  in  my  past  life.  I  shall  not 
reply  to  his  remarks,  because  1  hope  to  have  a  bet- 
ter use  for  my  time.  I  meant  no  unkindness  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  when  1  spoke  of  his  speech 
and  observed  that  it  might  have  proceeded  from  a 
place  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  moral  and  peacea- 
ble in  its  habits,  and  as  respectable  in  its  inhabitants, 
as  the  district  which  the  gentleman  himself  repre- 
sents—a district  to  which  I  made  no  unfriendly  or 
disrespectful  allusion,  and  in  which  I  have  no  doubt! 
there  reside  as  many  warm-hearted  patriots,  as  ma- 
ny virtuous  and  upright  citizens,  as  are  to  be  found 
about  the  Five  Points  in  New  York.  [Loud  laugh- 
ter.] I  said  that  the  speech  was  such  a  one  as 
might  have  proceeded  either  from  the  Five  Points, 
or  from  the  honorable  gentleman's  district.  If  he 
chooses  to  receive  this  as  a  reflection  either  upon  the 
Five  Points  or  his  own  district,  that  is  his  all'air;  qui 
capititle  JUcil.  The  gentleiuari,  at  any  rate,  1  consi- 
der as  reprcsentir.g  a  portion  of  that  democracy 
which,  in  a  letter  from  governor  Clement  C.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  is  said  to  be  the  natural  ally  of  the  "pecu- 
liar institutions"  of  the  south.  Of  that  democracy 
I  have  no  doubt  a  very  large  portion  is  to  he  found 
both  at  the  Five  Poujts  and  in  the  gentleman's  dis- 
trict. And  the  gentleman  is  the  representative,  not 
of  that  party  which,  in  tiie  v\-ar  of  our  revol'ution, 
would  have  made  the  gentleman  a  combatant  on  the 
sideof  Great  Britain;  not  of  that  portion  of  the 
community  wiiieh  he  would  have  represented  at  the 
time  heaven  and  earth  were  moved  to  prevent  his 
confirmation  as  district  attorney  m  the  other  house 
of  congress,  (by  whom  he  was  nominated  to  that 
oflice  he  knows;)  not  of  those  by  whom  the  strong- 
est tariff  paper  w  as  sent  here  that  I  ever  saw  in  my 
life;  not  of  those  whom  he  represented  when  he  was 
ji  candidate  for  the  appointment  of  director  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates; — 


[Mr.  Ingersoll  here  calling  on  Mr.  Adams  for  an 
explanation,  Mr.  A.  replied,  "1  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man in  private  whenever  he  pleases."] 

Not  of  that  portion  of  them  whom  he  represented 
when  Gen.  Jackson  turned  him  neck  and  heels  out 
of  the  same  office  of  district  attorney,  and  which 
act  he  generously  rewarded  by  declaring  that  Gen. 
.Tackson  was  "every  inch  a  president."  No.  sir; 
many  changes  have  come  over  the  dream  of  that 
honorable  gentleman. 

[Here  Mr.  Lvgersoll  asked  for  the  floor  to  ex- 
plain.] 

Mr.  Adams.  I  am  tired  of  yielding  him  the  floor. 
I  take  this  house  to  witness  that  1  did  not  begin  this 
examination  into  past  history;  and  if  it  does  not  meet 
the  feelings  of  the  gentleman,  he  has  himself  to  thank 
for  it. 

[Mr.  Ik-gersoll.     It  suits  me  perfectly.] 

Now  he  is  the  representative  of  the  war  party  in 
this  country — the  pure  democracy  of  the  third  con- 
gressional district  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

But,  to  turn  from  this  subject  to  what,  perhaps, 
more  properly  belongs  to  the  discussion,  and  advert 
ing  to  the  powerful  argument  made  by  the  gentle- 
man yesterday,  in  which  he  made  such  an  exulting, 
such  a  triumphant  use  of  a  pamphlet  put  forth  by 
our  minister  to  France,  and  pronounced  such  lofty 
encomiums  on  the  correspondence  of  our  late  minis- 
ter to  the  court  of  St.  James,  which  was  let  off  like 
a  Parthian  shaft,  when  he  was  just  about  to  fly — a 
shatt  which  he  let  ofl'  just  after  he  had  given  his  ad- 
monition to  our  commander  that  if  was  time  to  get 
nearer  home;  the  courage  and  spirit  of  which  the 
lionorable  gentleman  so  warmly  admired,  though 
darted  at  the  British  minister  at  the  very  moment  he 
who  sent  it  was  on  the  point  of  departure  to  get  out 
of  harm's  way  himself.  In  commenting  on  the 
pamphlet  of  Gen.  Cass,  (of  whom  I  shall  always 
speak  with  due  respect  and  honor,)  I  said  that  the 
very  fact  for  which  the  gentleman  so  much  admired 
it  excited  any  thing  but  admiration  in  me;  because  I 
considered  it  as  an  interference  with  the  internal  af- 
fairs of  France,  undercolor  of  sounding  the  tocsin  of 
alarm  against  a  concession  of  the  right  of  search:  I 
said  it  was,  in  fact,  a  tocsin  against  the  crown  of 
Louis  Philippe,  and  that,  if  its  effect  should  be  to 
prodnce  a  war  between  France  and  the  other  four 
powers  who  had  signed  the  quintuple  treaty,  under 
the  false  pretence  of  objecting  to  the  right  of  search, 
we  should  find  ourselves  totally  deceived;  for  that 
the  right  of  search  was  not  at  all  involved  in  the  re- 
fusal of  the  chamber  of  deputies  to  assent  to  the  ra- 
tification of  that  treaty. 

I  has  so  happened  that  this  very  morning  i  have 
seen  a  letter  directly  from  France,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  that  very  debate,  from  which  I  will  now 
read,  in  order  to  show  the  correctness  of  the  posi- 
tions I  took,  that  the  right  of  search  was  not  the 
ground  of  the  decision,  that  being  not  a  question  be- 
tween France  and  the  four  powers,  but  that  It  was  a 
movement  hostile  to  the  reigning  dynasty  of  France. 
The  letter  begins  thus: 

"Piira,  Junnanj  30,  1842. 

"Louis  Philippe  continues  his  unrelenting  hostili- 
ty to  the  press.  It  made  him  what  he  is.  Piiiyal 
gratitude  shows  itself  by  persecuting  it.  Charles 
the  tenth  wanted  to  gag  the  press,and  lost  his  throne; 
let  us  see  if  L'uiis  Philippe  will  be  more  fortunate 
in  the  long  run." 

Does  not  this  passage  expressly  show  what  is  the 
present   condition    of   that  dynasty,    at   the  head  of 
which   stands  Louis  Philippe? — the  danger  by  which 
he   is    surrounded — the    immense  mass  of  prejudice 
and  passion  which  is  accumulated  against  him?  Does 
it  not  show  what  confidence  is  to  be  reposed  in  laws 
and  treaties   proceeding   from   such  a   source?  and 
j  what  sort  of  an    inducement  it  is  for  us  to  go  to  war 
j  with  England   that   we  shall  have  a  power  like  this 
I  for  our  ally?    The  letter  then  proceeds  to  relate  the 
j  fact  that  a  certain  ofircer  in  the  National  Guards  had 
been  dismissed  for  certain  reflections  on  the  govern- 
I  ment  published  by  him  in   a  newspaper,  and  of  his 
I  re-election   by  his   own  company  in  defiance  of  this 
'act   of  the   government,  and    presents  this   fact  in 
j  proof  of  the  great  unpopularity  of  Louis   Philippe. 
The  letter  goes  on  to  say  that  "Thiers,  in  the  debate 
I  on  the  address,  has  been  speaking  all  manner  of  hard 
1  things  against  England."    This   Thiers  is  the  demc- 
crat  whose   great   object    is   the  overthrow  of    the 
throne  of  Louis   Phiilippe   to   open   the  way  to  the 
introduction  of    a  democratic  form  of  government. 
This  was  the  man  who  was  forgoing  to  war  with  the 
four  powers  on  the  Syrian  questioi-i,  in  consequence 
of  which   he   lost   his   place.     This   man,  it  seems, 
had  been  speaking  all  manner  of  harsh  things  against 
England.     Had    the  twogentlemen  from  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Virginia  been  studying  in  the  same  schoo.? 
This  seems  a  pretty  good  account  of  one  of   these 
speeches.     And  here  1  will  take  the  occasion  to  say, 
that  speaking  all  manner  of  hard  things   against  any 


foreign  nation  is  po  very  good  instrument  of  negotia- 
tion foi-  peace.  Ifwe  doubt  this, let  us  only  for  a  mo- 
ment bring  the  case  to  ourselves.  Should  we,  if  a 
British  minister  should  come  to  this  country  and 
openly  say  all  manner  of  hard  things  against  us,  con- 
sider that  as  a  very  proper  mode  to  aid"  him  in  a  suc- 
cessful negotiation  with  this  government?  It  may  be 
said  that  we  have  given  no  occasion  for  hard  things 
to  he  spoken  of  us,  and  I  hope  it  is  true  that  we  have 
given  as  little  occasion  as  others.  But  if  we  are  to 
lake  our  own  opinion  of  each  other,  as  a  just  stand- 
ard of  judgment — if  we  are  to  be  guided,  for  in- 
stance, by  what  one-half  of  this  house  says  of  the 
other  half,  (and  in  this  I  have  no  reference  to  par- 
ticular parties),  we  connot  complain  should  very 
hard  things  indeed  be  said  of  us.  In  this  present 
debate,  frequent  mention  has  been  made  of  the  head 
of  the  Mexican  government;  and  he  has  been  called 
on  this  floor  little  else  than  a  merciless  tyrant,  an 
upstart,  a  usurper,  and  the  like.  This  may  be  a 
very  good  means  to  adopt,  if  the  object  is  to  go  to 
war  with  Mexico;  but  i  should  scarcely  consider  it  a 
likely  mode  of  preserving  amicable  relations  with 
that  power. 

And  here  I  beg  that  I  may  not  be  misunderstood 
nor  represented  as  making  a  Santa  Anna  speech, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  he,  and  I  do  not  know 
but  that  it  may  also  be  said  that  General  Santa  Anna 
knows  the  proper  means  to  propitiate  members  of 
this  house.  General  Hamilton,  at  least,  thought 
that  there  were  certain  means  of  propitiating  him, 
whi"h,  when  tried,  did  not  prove  aseffective  as  he  had 
anticipated.  I  profess  no  special  regard  for  Gene- 
ral Santa  Anna.  He  may,  for  "ought  I  knov/,  be  a 
merciless  tyrant.  I  certainly  do  not  much  approve 
of  some  of  liis  exploits  in  war,  and  still  less  his  ne- 
gotiations here  at  the  White  House  some  four  or 
five  years  ago.  I  v/ish  I  could  know  more  of  what 
passed  in  that  negotiation,  and  I  should  be  very  glad 
if  this  house  would  call  for  the  correspondence 
which  took  place  between  a  late  president  of  the  U. 
States  and-  General  Santa  Anna  when  h.c  was  here. 
That  there  was  a  negotiation  of  some  kind  has  not 
only  been  acknowledged  by  Santa  Anna  himself, 
but  a  letter  of  President  Houston  to  him  has  caused 
me  still  more  to  wish  to  know  what  its  nature  was. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  the  true  relations  of  this  coun- 
try either  with  Texas  or  with  Mexico  can  be  rightly 
understood  without  this:  and  yet  if  I  were  to  ofier  a 
resolution  calling  for  that  information,  some  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  or  Alabama  would  instantly 
start  up  and  object,  when  it  must  lie  over  under  the 
rule,  and  would  descend  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capu- 
lets.  Could  I  have  an  assurance  Uiat  no  such  result 
would  follow,  I  promise  you  I  would  offer  such  a  re- 
solution at  once. 

But  to  return.  The  Monsieur  Theirs  said  all  man- 
ner of  hard  things  against  England,  and,  if  he  can 
get  France  into  a  war,  he  is  himself  to  be  the  minis- 
ter of  Louis  Philippe.  Then  what  will  happen  to 
France  no  man  knows, and  sorryl  am  to  say  that  what 
will  probably  happen- to  this  country,  if  she  shall  be 
allied  to  France,  I  cannot  look  upon  with  satisfac- 
tion as  a  "member  of  the  peace  party." 

The  letter  then  goes  on  to  say  of  the  discourse  of 
M.  Thiers.  "His '^harangue  excited  great  interest, 
not  from  its  eloquence  or  v/isdom,  but  because  it  is 
believed  that  it  spoke- the  sentiments  of  the  war  par- 
tv,  vhich.  is  headed  by  lite  duke  of  Orleaiis." 

This  opens  up  to  us  a  view  of  the  real  source  of 
the  present  parties  in  France.  This  duke  of  Orleans, 
as  the  eldest  son  of  the  king,  is  the  presumptive  heir 
of  the  cro.vn.  He  is  head  of  the  war  party  in  the 
nation,  as  Mons.  Theirs  is  in  the  house  of  deputies. 
He  wants  war,  and  what  he  wants  it  for  I  stated  yes- 
terday. There  are  intestine  divisions  in  that  coun- 
try. Here  we  see  the  heir  of  the  crown  conspiring 
against  his  father,  probably  thinking,  as  his  grand- 
falher  did  before  him,  that,  instead  of  conducting 
him  to  the  guillotine,  it  will  bring  him  to  the  crown. 
In  war  he  anticipates  the  opportunity  of  displaying 
his  talents  as  a  military  commander,  of  fighting  bat- 
tles and  winning  fields,  and  by  military  renown,  se- 
curin''  his  passage  to  the  throne: 

"The  quintuple  slave  trade  treaty  was  attacked  by 
Theirs  ana  tlien  an  amendment  was  moved.  The 
royal  speech  contained  this  paragraph:  '1  am  endea- 
voring, at  the  same  time,  by  negotiations  prudently 
conducted,  to  extend  our  commercial  relations,  and 
to  open  new  markets  for  the  productions  of  our  soil 
and  of  our  arts.'" 

"The  address  echoed  this  sentence,  and  M.  Bil- 
lault  Drcpused,  as  an  amendment,  the  following : 
'The  prudence  of  the  government  is  a  guaranty  that 
in  the  arrangements  relative  to  the  repress  ion  of  a 
culpable  Iraiho,  our  cabinet  wiU  carefully  protect 
the  lei.-ilimat?  uitcrests  of  our  maritime  commerce 
and  l/ie  covfjikte  i.nda^tndc'u-^  of  oi.rjmg-  affmn:t  «« 
fireigii  t^i&K^ts.'' " 


136 


NILES'  national  register— APRIL  SO,  1842— CIVIL  APPROPRIATIOiNS. 


That  is  the  amendment  in  wliich  is  couched  the  i  the  world;  and  I   hope  that  my  name  will  appear 
Is  there  any  thinj 


effect  of  Gov.  Cass's  pamphlet 

there  about  Ihe  risht  of  search?  Not  a  word.  How 
could  there  be?  France  is  already  committed.  She 
is  bound  to  Great  Britain  to  admit  the  right— bound 
by  express  treaty  stipulations,  and  has  been  for  ten 
years  past.  The  amendment  could  not  even  glance 
at  what  was  its  real  object,  viz:  to  induce  France  to 
break  her  faith.  No;  but  this  was  the  mask  which 
was  held  up  there  and  is  held  up  here  for  going  to 
■war.     The  letter  proceeds: 

"It  was  finally  arranged  that  the  amendment 
should  run  thus:  'The  chamber  hoped  that  the  gov- 
ernment, in  still  concurring  in  measures  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  would  still  know  how  to 
preserve  from  injury  the  interests  of  French  com- 
merce and  the  independence  of  our  flag.'  " 

This  is  still  more  guarded,  still  more  remote  from 
the  question  of  the  right  of  search. 

'■Remember,"  says  the  writer,  "to  understand  the 
animus  of  this  amendment,  that  the  new  European 
treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  mutual- 
ly grants  the  right  of  search  at  sea." 

The  animus  of  the  amendment,  its  true  intent,  is 
so  little  apparent  that  it  must  be  pointed  out. 

"Theirs  argued  that  the  English  cruisers  on  the 
Guinea  coast  are  kept  there  chiefly  for  the  sake  of 
disturbing  the  French  trade,  that  the  prevention  of 
the  slave  trade  was  inhuman" — 

Yes,  that  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade  was  in- 
human. There  is  Theirs's  argument,  openly  advanc- 
ed in  the  face  of  the  world.  Here  is  the  animtis,  m- 
deed!  Here  the  cat  is  let  out  of  the  bag.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution,  its  true  intent,  is  to  preserve 
and  perpetuate  the  slave  trade;  and  now,  let  this 
country  reflect  what  are  the  principles  really  involv- 
ed in  all  this  blustering  about  the  right  of  search. 
The  object  at  the  bottom  of  it  all  is  the  restoration 
and  preservation  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
gives  his  reasons: 

"As  it  sometimes  led  to  v/hole  cargoes  of  slaves 
being  cast  into  the  sea  to  prevent  capture,  and  that 
the  treaty  of  1833  (made  when  himself  was  minis- 
ter of  commerce!)  was  illegal,  as  it  confiscated  all 
vessels  which  were  proved  to  carry  slaves." 
There  is  ihe  argument  of  Mr.  Theirs. 


against  the  Mexican  government  to  the  amount  of 
ten  or  twelve  millions;  2d.  That  some  ten  or  twelve 
of  our  citizens  had  been  treated  with  great  severity 
and  suffered  disgrace  and  abuse  from  the  Mexican 
government,  having  been  made  slaves  and  compelled 
to  work  at  cleansing  the  streets;  that  these  citizens 
were  detained  in  servitude,  while  one  British  subject 
has  been  promptly  released  on  the  first  demand  of 
the  British  minister  there;  and  3d.  That  a  war  with 
Mexico  would  accomplish  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  union.  The  gentleman  was  in  favor  of  war, 
not  merely  for  the  abstract  purpose  of  annexing 
Texas  to  the  union,  but  he  was  for  war  by  peremp- 
torily prohibiting  Santa  Anna  from  invading  Texas. 
I  will  take  up  these  reasons  in  order. 

And  first,  as  to  going  to  war  for  the  obtaining  of 
these  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  being  the 
claims  of  our  own  citizens  on  Mexico.  This  seems 
a  very  extraordinary  reason  when,  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  astate 
of  war  at  once  extinguishes  all  national  debts.  If 
we  go  to  war  with  Mexico  her  debts  to  our  citizens 
will  be  spunged  at  once,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  gen- 


among  those." 

[The  word  I  have  italicised  was  taken  to  reflect 
on  the  United  States.] 

The  word  italicised  is  the  word  "all" — "when  all 
nations  shall  have  taken  this  engagement,  the  crime 
of  the  slave  trade  will  disappear."  This  was  consi- 
dered as  glancing  at  the  United  States,  as  the  only 
civilized  nation  that  now  resisted  the  right  of  search 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  He  hints 
that  we  stand  alone  among  the  community  of  na- 
tions; but  says  that  when  we,  with  the  rest,  shall 
concur  m  granting  the  right,  then  slavery  will  dis- 
appear. 

Now,  I  entreat  the  members  of  this  committee  to 
remember  that  I  am  not  for  conceding  the  right  of 
search.  1  repeat  it.  I  cannot  consent  to  it  even  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  because  I  believe 
that  other  expedients  can  be  formed  to  accom- 
plish that  object  without  this  resort;  and  because,  in 
the  correspondence  of  the  British  minister  with  Mr. 
Stevenson,  I  see  no  demand  for  such  concession.    On 

the   contrary,  the  right  to  search  our  ships   is  ex-    __   -,      =.  .  .        -, 

pressly  disclaimed  by  Great  Britain.  We  may,  in-  tleman  from  Pennsylvania  be  true.  He  did,  to  be 
deed,  be  called  upon  to  aid  her  in  the  suppression  of ;  sure,  qualify  the  position  by  saying  that  war  would 
the  slave  trade  by  the  services  of  a  part  of  our  naval !  at  least  suspend  Ihe  payment  of  interest.  If  so, 
force,  but  this  we  can  do  without  conceding  the  right  j  then  it  would  equally  suspend  interest  in  the  case  of 
of  search.  Mexico.     The  arguments  of  the  two  war  gentlemen 

"What  he  also  said  will  be  read  with  great  inte-  happened  to  cross  each  other,  though  they  are  di- 
rest in  America.  Here  we  have  M.  Guizot  decided- ]  rected  to  the  same  end.  One  of  theni  will  havens 
ly  vindicating  England  and  condemning  the  United  '  go  to  war  with  Mexico  to  recover  twelve  millions  of 
States  by  implication.  I  give  the  very  words.  M.;  dollars;  the  other  would  have  us  to  go  to  war  with 
Guizot  said:  'I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  induce  ,  England  to  wipe  out  a  deblof  two  hundred  millions, 
the  United  Slates  to  become  a  parly  to  the  convcn-  !  I  will  not  compare  the  arguments  of  the  two  gentle- 
tion,  for  my  success  would  do  honor  to  my  country,  ;  men  together,  but  will  say  in  rcgaad  to  the  doctrine 
and  render  a  great  service  to  humanity;  but  God  forbid  ,  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  it  hasquite 
that  the  slightest  constraint  should  be  used  in  order  too  much  of  repudiation  in  it  for  my  creed.  I  do 
to  compel  any  nation  to  become  a  party  to  the  trea-  ,  not  think  that  a  war  with  England  would  extinguish 
Helty.  The  United  States  are  free,  and  will  remain  these  two  hundred  millions,  but  that,  on  the  contra- 
free.  0)1  the  day  when  they  shall  have  acceded  to  the  ry,  Great  Britain  would  be  likely  to  say  to  us,  we 
convention,  the:i  will  have  performed  a  noble  work,  for  !  will  go  to  war  to  recover  the  money  you  owe  us. 
they  will  have  accomplished  the  abolition  of  the  ;  That  is  one  of  the  questions  which  wc  must  settle  if 
trade  in  the  whole  v/orld;  but  do  not  let  it  be  involv-  '  we  go  to  war,  but  which  we  might  otherwise,  at 
cd  in  this  question.  That  will  remain  as  it  was.  least,  for  a  time,  stave  off.  But,  if  we  go  to  war. 
The  slave  trade  has  no  connexion  v.'ith  the  question  wliat  must  be  the  effect  of  the  peace  that  follows? 
of  the  freedom  of  the  seas;  for,  like  piracy,  this  We  must  pay  our  two  hundred  millions,  with  the  in- 
M.  Biilai'.lt  strongly  denounced  the  English  claim  traffic  is  excluded  from  all  common  right.  It  has  terest.  As  to  our  debt  from  Mexico,  I  believe  the 
to  'the  right  of  search.'  They  have  claimed  it,  as  ]  been  assimilated  also  to  the  recognised  right  which  ]  way  to  recover  it  is  not  to  go  to  war  for  it;  for  war, 
an  attribute  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas,  for  more  |  exists  in  the  case  of  the  contraband  of  war.  Are  besides  failing  to  recover  the  money,  will  occasion 
than  a  century.  In  war  it  was  natural  they  should  ,  you  willing  that  the  traffic  in  human  flesh  should  be  us  the  loss  of  ten  times  the  amount  in  other  ways, 
push  it;  in  peace,  he  contended,  England  had  claim-  ■  treated  with  the  rigor  which,  in  the  case  of  the  con-  \  ^g  jq  ^^.^^  producing  a  suspension  of  interest  on  a 
edit  under  the  pretext  of  philanthropy.  In  1830,  j  traband  trade  of  war,  is  admitted  by  all  the  world?  „„tional  debt,  let  the  gentleman  look  back  a  little  to 
this  same  'right  of  search'  had  been  conceded  by  j  And  does  his  exceptions  to  the  great  principle  of  the  ||,g  wars  of  France.  In  1793  France  was  at  wac 
France,  and  insisted  on  ever  since  by  England.  How-  freedom  of  the  seas  affect  that  principle?  No,  gentle-  ^^.jii,  almost  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  she 
ever,  America  did  not  concede  the  point,  and  Eng-  [  men;  on  the  contrary,  the  principle  is  rendered  more  immediately  confiscated  all  her  debts  to  them.  But 
land  was  using  the  anti-slave  trade  treaty  as  a  cloak  j  sacred  by  the  exception.'  v/hat  happened  thirty  years  after,  when  the  rc-action 

to  carry  this  point.  The  freedom  of  the  seas  was  i  "The  implication  is — that  America  must  be  charg- j  j3n,g)  The  allies  took  Paris,  and  in  the  settlement 
involved  in  this  question.  France  might  concede  it,  |  ed  with  inhumanity  vntil  you  accede  to  the  anti-slave  i  ^vhich  then  took  place  they  compelled  France  to  pay 
but  he  anticipated  that  before  long  the  United  States   trade  convention."  j  all  her   debts,  with  full  interest  on  the  whole  period 

"The  amendment  was  carried — ministers  choosing  I  during  which  payment  had  been  suspended.  That 
to  adopt  it,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  defeat  on  the  j  ,,,3,  (he  consequence  to  France  of  going  to  war  to 
original  motion."  I  extinguish  debts.     And  if  we  go  to   war  with  Great 

There:  there  is  the  explanation  of  unanimity,  or  \  jjritain  to-morrow,  she  will  make  us,  as  one  of  the 
approach  to  unanimity,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  I  conditions  of  peace,  pay  our  whole  debt  of  2U0  mil- 
Pennsylvania  made  or  attempted  to  make  so  muchljigng  with  interest.  And  v.hat shall  we  gain?  Spend 
yesterday.  j  millions  upon  millions  every  year  as  long'  as  the  war 

But  now,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  intrude  on  the  atten-  i  continues;  and  unless  it  is  greatly  successful,  have  to 
tion  of  this  committee  a  single  moment  longer  than  !  pay  our  debt  at  last,  principal  and  interest.  This 
is  necessary,  I  will  pass  over  the  rest  of  what  I  might  1  wo'uld  depend  on  the  chances  of  war,  or  the  issue  of 
say  on  this  subject,  and  recur  in  a  few  observations  battle.  And  as  our  contests  would  be  chiefly  on  the 
to  "the  other  war  trumpet  which  we  have  heard  with-  ocean,  we  must  first  obtain  a  superiority  on  the  seas 
in  the  last  two  days.  before  we   can  put  her  down  and  vanquish  her;  and 

They  unite  in  one  purpose,  though,  they  seem  to  '  this  to  save  ourselves  from  the  payment  of  ;)00  mil- 
he  pursuing  it  by  different  means.  The  gentleman  '  lions  justly  due  from  our  citizens  to  hers!  _ 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  confining  his  observations  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  Missis- 
to  our  relations  with  Mexico,  also  urges  us  to  war  j  sippi  in  defence  of  the  repudiation  of  debts  by  the 
with  the  same  professions  of  a  disposition  for  peace  1  legislature  of  that  state:  an  operation,  the  justice  of 
as  were  so  often  repealed  by  the  gentleman  from  [  which  one  of  her  representatives  here^(Mr.  Thojip- 
Pennsylvania  in  regard  to  Great  Britain.  He  does 
not  immediately  connect  the  questions  of  war  with 
Mexico  and  war  with  Great  Britain,  but  apparently 
knows  and  feels  that  they  are  in  substance  and  in 
fact  but  one  and  the  same  question;  and  that,  so  sure- 
ly as  we  rush  into  a  war  with  Mexico,  we  shall 
shortly  find  ourselves  in  a  war  with  England.  The 
gentleman  appeared  entirely  conscious  of  that,  and 
1  hope  that  no  member  of  this  committee  will  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  have  a 
warwith  Mexico,  without,  at  the  same  time,  going 
to  war  with  Great  Britain.  On  that  subject  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  the  minister  from  England  has  no 
instructions.  That  is  not  one  of  the  five  points  on 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tells  us  our 
controversy  with  England  rests,  anil  the  surrender- 
ing of  which  is  to  open  to  that  minister  so  easy  a 
road  to  an  earldom.  The  war  with  Mexico  is  lobe 
produced  by  different  means  and  for  dili'erent  pur- 
poses. I  think  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  his 
speech  rested  the  question  of  the  war  with  Mexico 
on  three  grounds:  Isl.  That  our  citizens  had  claims 


■would  dispute  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas  with  Eng- 
land in  every  quarter  of  the  globe." 

If  claiming  the  right  of  search  under  the  pretext 
of  philanthropy  is  a  proof  of  hypocrisy,  we  were 
ourselves  the  first  to  give  it,  for  wc  were  once  zeal- 
ous in  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade;  but  now  wo 
have  done  away  with  all  that.  As  the  French  ana- 
tomist says,  in  one  of  Moliere's  plays,  "The  heart 
used  to  be  on  the  left  side,  but  now  we  have  changed 
all  that,  and  the  heart  is  on  the  right  side."  Yes,  I 
hope  we  shall  ever  maintain  the  freedom  of  the  seas. 
1  adhere  to  that,  as  I  ever  did.  It  is  a  part  of  the 
freedom  of  the  land;  it  is  a  part  of  the  .great  ques- 
tion of  human  liberty.  1  admit  that  the  claim  of 
England  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas  is  an  evil  to 
be  resisted  by  all  the  other  nations  of  the  earth. 
Our  contest  is  for  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  not  for 
the  sovereignty  of  the  seas. 

"M.  Guizot  made  an  important  reply.  M.  Jacques 
Lefebvre's  amendment  (the  second  one  aViove)  was  a 
censure  on  the  slave  trade  treaty  of  1S41,  and  v,-as 
meant  to  oppose  any  extension  of  treaties  of  1831 
and  1833.  The  minister  defended  all  the  treaties, 
and  said  what  those  of  1831  and  1833,  had  done  was 
to  consid-r  human  flesh  as  contraband  of  war.'" 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  that  the 
determination  of  the  chamber  was  nearly  unanimous, 
on  which  I  yesterday  remarked  that  this  unanimity 
is  often  only  apparent,  and  a  vote  is  sometimes  re- 
corded as  unanimous  when  there  is  perhaps  not  even 
a  majority  in  its  favor.     But  what  says  M.  Guizot? 

"'l^hey  did  nothing  more  and  nothing  less;  they  as- 
similated the  crime  of  the  slave  trade  to  that  of  con- 
traband of  war.  The  sea  remained  free  as  before; 
there  was  only  one  more  crime  added  to  the  code  of 
nations,  and  there  were  nations  which  in  common 
wished  to  repress  this  crime.  And  on  the  day  in 
which  all  nations  shall  have  taken  this  engagement, 
the  crime  of  slave  trade  will  disappear;  on  that  day 
the  men  who  have  pursued  that  noble  aim  through 
political  storms  and  party  battles,  will  be  honored  in 


]  endeavored  to  explain  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
house  and  the  country.  The  letter  of  the  governor 
gives  an  account  of  the  motives  of  the  people  of 
Mississippi  for  repudiating:  and  the  governor  in  that  J 
letter  says  that  he  expects  the  subject  will  be  made 
a  matter  of  negotiation  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  and  thinks  it  will  present  a 
very- delicate  question. 

[Mr.  TiioMrsoN  here  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
the  floor  for  an  explanation,  but  what  he  said  could 
not  be  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  ApAMs.  I  say  that  it  is  true:  I  have  myself 
seen  the  letter,  and  read  it. 

Mr.  TiioMrsoN.  There  must  be  some  mistake; 
because  no  part  of  the  debts  (and  I  have  examined 
and  traced  them  all)  is  due  to  the  people  of  England. 

Mr.  Adams.  Ispeakofa  letter  which  has  been 
published  in  all  the  papers  of  the  country;  it  is  sign- 
ed with  the  name  of  governor  McNutt,  and  never 
has  been  contradicted  so  far  as  I  know.  He  says 
that  he  expects  the  matter  will  be  the  subject  of  ne- 
gotiation; and  adds  that  a  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
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pie  of  Mississippi  would  sooner  go  to  war  than  yield 
to  tiie  payment  of  the  debt.  1  cannot  take  the  as- 
sertion of  the  gentleman  that  there  is  a  mistake  as 
sufficient  evidence  against  a  document  which  1  have 
seen  in  various  papers,  uncontradicted. 

[Mr.  Thompson  here  repeated  his  explanation. 
The  governor  could  not  have  expected  that  debts 
would  he  made  the  subject  of  negotiation  with  Eng- 
land, not  one  dollar  of  which  was  owing  to  any  Bri- 
tish subject.] 

Mr.  Ao-iMs.  Well;  it  is  possible  the  letter  does 
not  name  the  foreign  power  with  whom  the  negotia- 
tion is  to  be  held.  He  says  that  he  expects  it  to  be- 
come a  subject  of  negotiation.  I  will  not  under- 
take to  say  that  he  actually  names  Great  Britain, 
nor  is  it  material;  the  principle  is  there;  the  people 
would  rather  go  to  war  than  consent  to  pay  their 
debts.  1  shall  not  enter  on  tlie  subject  of  the  pro- 
priety or  expediency  of  the  legislature  of  Mississip- 
pi repudiating  their  state  debt;  but  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
both  made  this  a  question,  in  their  arguments  for 
war.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  we  must 
go  to  war  with  Mexico  to  recover  the  ten  or  twelve 
millions  due  by  her,  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 


and  I  hold  it  scandalous  for  any  gentleman  in  this 
house  to  assume  to  speak  of  any  other  as  dreading  a 
fellow  member  upon  this  floor.  I  know  nothing  of 
such  dread.  I  speak  of  the  ministerto  Mexico,  as  I 
would  speak  of  him  if  he  were  here,  and  as  [  am  in 
the  habit  of  speaking  on  all  occasions.  It  does  not 
befit  my  spirit,  and  I  hope  it  never  will  befit  the  spi- 
rit of  any  of  those  representing  that  part  of  the  conn- 


Houston  does  not  do  it  he  himself  is  ready  to  go  and 
plant  his  standard  on  the  lofty  summit  of  that  city. 
[A  laugh]. 

Well,  sir,  tliis  same  president  of  Texas  has  dene 
another  thing.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  likely  to 
bring  us  into  difficulty  with  him,  for  really  the  symp- 
toms among  us  are  such  that  it  seems  ho  will  be  al- 
lowed to  do  any  thing.  He  has  proclaimed  a  block- 
ade of  the  ports  of  Mexico.  Now,  a  blockade  must ;  try  from  which  I  come,  to  meet  any'  man  here  under 
have  the  effect  of  cutting  off  our  trade  with  those  '  a  spirit  of  slavish  inferiority.  I  hold  in  disgust  every 
ports.  Not  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  can  approach  :  thing  like  the  assumption  of  superiority,  or  the  exac- 
the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  but  she  will  be  stopped  and  ;  tion  of  personal  deference  in  a  body  like  this.  I  meet 
turned  back,  to  the  total  derangement  of  her  voyage  '  gentlemen  here  in  open  debate,  and  Ispeak  my  mind, 
and  the  probable  ruin  of  her  owner,  and  that  under  sometimes  perhaps  too  strongly,  instigated  it  may  be 
this  paper  blockade.  The  two  states  are  at  war;  and  ,  by  a  momentary  feeling  of  "irritation,  which  soon 
the  most  recent  act  of  hostility  is  this  expedition  passes  over,  and  which  I  am  afterwards  the  first  to 
against  Santa  Fe  with  a  view  to  conquer  and  attach  regret;  but  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  never 
it  to  the  territory  of  Texas.  From  our  own  valley  '  seen  me  flinch  from  meeting  him  on  a  footing  of  per- 
of  the  Mississippi,  on  whoso  valiant  and  enterprising  feet  equality,  or  any  other  member  of  this  house,  past 
sons  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  pronounced  so  high    or  present. 

a  panegyric,  and  whose  high-souled  patriotism  is  so  \  But  there  is  one  observation  which  T  feel  called 
strongly  stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  robbing  priests  upon  to  make  at  this  time,  and  which  I  make  most 
and  pillaging  churches,  [a  laugh],  ten  or  twelve  per-  unwillingly;  and  that  is,  that  heretofore,  when  our 
sons,  in  the  ardor  of  their  disinterested  zeal  for  liber-  present  minister  to  Mexico  was  a  member  of  this 
ty,  joined  thisTexian  expedition  against  apart  of  the  house,  and  also  very  recently,  within  but  four  days 
sylvania  tells  us  that  if  we  wifl  only  go  to  war  with  I  dominions  of  Mexico;  but  fortune  did  not  smile  upon  past,  it  has  happened  that  members  from  two  sec- 
England  we  shall  at  one  dash  spunge  our  whole  debt  the  enterprise.  I  have  heard  of  no  very  valiant  ex-  tions  of  this  Union  are  not  permitted  to  stand  on  the 
of  two  hundred  millions.  Now,  in  reference  to  mo-  |  ploits  achieved  by  their  arms;  but,  on  the  contrary,  same  footing  whenever  what  are  called  the  rights  of 
ral  principles,  1  must  say  that  I  prefer  the  doctrine  of  1  the  moment  they  came  in  actual  contact  with  the  the  south  are  involved.  I  refer  more  particularly  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  had  rather,  if  I  |  Mexican  authorities,  weak  as  they  are,  they  laid  the  case  of  my  friend  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Slade,) 
must  go  to  war,  do  it  to  recover  a  just  debt,  than  to  j  down  their  arms  and  became  prisoners  of  war  at  dis-  who  rose  here  and  proceeded  to  speak  most  perfec't- 
spunge  a  debt  justly  due.  1  make  a  deep  distinction  jcretion.  They  were  treated  as  Mexico  treats  her  ly  in  order,  if  any  such  thing  as  order  does  exist,  but 
between  the  moral  principle  of  the  gentleman  from  j  prisoners  of  war.  I  do  not  undertake  to  justify  that  was  arrested  for  touching  upon  what  are  called  the 
Virginia  and  the  moral  principle  (if  moral  it  can  be  j  course  of  treatment;  but  I  will  say,  thatif  our  minis-  peculiar  institutions  of  the  southern  states,  and  was 
called)  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  I  speak  |ter  to  Mexico  has  received  instructions  imperatively  compelled,  by  a  decision  of  the  chair,  to  take  his 
of  it  as  a  matter  of  fact.     Both  gentlemen  make  mo-  I  to  demand  their  release,  and,  if  that  shall  be  refused,    seat. 

lives  for  war  out  of  the  debts  due  to  us  or  from  us.  to  come  immediately  home,  what  will  be  the  conse-  i  At  witnessing  that  decision  I  was  greatly  afflieled. 
But  I  am  now  replying  more  particularly  to  the  ar- 1  quences.'  I  hope  the  consequences  will  be  to  save  to  ^  for  I  had  been  so  much  entertained  and  so  much  in- 
gument  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia.  1  am  not  ■  the  treasury  a  little  of  his  salary  as  minister:  any  !  structed  too  by  the  remarks  of  my  friend,  that  1  felt 
willing  to  go  to  VI' a r  for  the  recovery  of  the  ten  or  other  consequence  than  this  I  earnestly  deprecate. —  j  persuaded,  had  he  been  permitted  to  proceed,  he 
the  twelve  millions  of  dollars  due  us  by  Mexico.  I  ,  If,  however,  he  does  come  back,  I  confess  I  shall  not ,  would  have  continued  to  enlighten  us  by  remarks 
think  it  not  justifiable  to  do  so;  and,  if  I  am  in  fa- !  regret  it;  for,  even  al'ter  the  high  eulogium  bestowed  ;  strictly  to  the  purpose.  Yet  within  half  an  hour  af- 
vor  of  relainmg  a  full  minister  at  that  court,  it  is  '  upon  his  character  and  qualifications  by  the  gentle-  I  terwards  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise,) 
precisely  for  the  reason  that  I  am  for  conducting  a  '  man  from  Virginia,  if  my  opinion  were  asked.I  should  |  rose  and  almost  immediately  broached  the  same  sub- 
pacific  negotiation  for  that  debt,  and  not  for  going  to  still  say  that  I  prefer  that  some  other  individual  .jeet  of  slavery,  and  v.'as  permitted,  without  let  or 
war  to  recover  it.  I  am  therefore  for  a  pacific  mis-  should  occupy  the  post.  1  say  nothing  in  opposition  i  interruption,  to  pursue  the  whole  range  of  argument 
sion  to  Mexico.  I  am  for  staving  off"  as  long  as  pos-  to  the  eloquent  panegyric  pronounced  upon  the  indi-  !  he  chose  to  adopt  in  regard  to  it.  (And  for  savinc 
sible  the  final  right  of  the  government  of  the  United  vidual:  my  reasons  are,  that,  upon  the  questions  in  j  this  I  do  not  know  but  I  may  be  arrested  and  order 
States  to  assume  a   threatening  tone  in  order  to  re-    controversy    between    Mexico   and  this  country,  1      '  ' 

cover  this  debt.  That  time,  1  think,  has  not  arrived,  know  that  his  views  are  such  as  will  not  be  very 
When  it  shall  arrive,  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  a  likely  to  perpetuate  a  state  of  peace  between  the  two 
special  mission,  but  for  raising  money,  a  thousand  countries,  or  very  advantageous  to  the  union  of  these 
fold  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  debt,  in  or-  states  as  now  constituted.  On  a  subject  collateral  to, 
der  to  obtain  right  and  justice.  Going  to  war  with  if  not  identical  with,  that  union,  I  have  had  some  ex- 
Mexico,  even  though  it  should  present  to  us  the  perience  of  the  sentiments  entertained  by  him,  by  the 
tempting  advantage  of  robbing  churches  and  priests,  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  by  another  gentleman 
would  not  be  my  mode  for  recovering  our  debt.  I  from  Maryland,  who  I  do  not  now  see  in  his  place, 
do  not  think  it  the  proper  remedy,  and  that  is  one  of  (supposed  to  be  Mr.  W.  O.  Johnson),  who  fastened 
the  reasons  why  I  am  for  retaining  the  full  mission.  ;  upon  this  house  that  execrable aist rule,  which  is  fast 
There  is  a  second  reason  given  by  the  gentleman  driving  this  union  to  its  dissolution.  I  say  this  with- 
from  Virginia  in  favor  of  war.  He  reminds  us,  with  out  hesitation.  A  rule  which  has  created  more  dis- 
great  warmth,  that  there  are  some  ten  or  twelve  citi-  sension  and  more  ill  blood  than  all  other  measures 
zens  of  the  United  States  now  prisoners  in  the  city  of  adopted  in  this  house,  and  which  is  leading  a  large 
;reots  of  that '  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  to  approximat» 


Mexico,  and  dragging  chains  aboutthe  streets  oi  L.iji,   ■ ;     ,        •■  ■'^     ,  '      j''  ■  ^         ^ 

city;  that  a  British  subject  taken  with  them  has  been  towards  the  opinion  that  even  an  open  dissolution  of 
liberated  while  they  are  kept  in  bondage.  Now,  if  I  the  union  would  be  belter  than  the  state  of  things  in 
am  correctly  informed,  one  American  citizen,  a  son  :  "'liich  we  now  live.  As  to  the  talents  of  the  gentle- 
of  General  Combs,  has  been  liberated  on  the  appli-  i  man  in  debate  I,  too,  have  known  him  on  this  fl.oor; 
cation  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  who  was  and,  perhaps,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  say 
as  fairly  a  subject  of  imprisonment  as  the  British  sub-  \  of  me,  as  he  said  of  my  excellent  friend  from  ^  er 
ject  of  whom  the  genlleman  speaks.  I  certainly  have  I  m™t,  that  I,  also,  have  greatre^son  to  appreciate  the 
no  objections  to  our  minister's  making  such  represen-  !  gallant  "alf  of  his  friend  Irnm  South  Carolina.  S:r, 
tations  as  he  can  in  favor  of  the  release  of  citizens  of  i  his  fnend  threatened  me  with  the  penitentiary  once 
the  United  States,  although  taken  in  actual  war '—[''oars  of  laughter];  that  is  the  greate^st  exploit  of 
,n-,incf  VTo^-ir^  in  os=np:.jtlon    with    Tcxir.n    fnrces:  ;  his  valor  that  I  am  acquainted  With.     1  have  met  hira 

in  this  house,  and  from  what  I  have  witnessed  here  I 


against  Mexico  in  association   with   Tesian   forces; 

but  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  to  war  to  obtain  their  ,,,,..  ■    ■        ,u 

liberation.     I  must  first  be  permitted  to  ask,  how  is  j  ^!:'°_"J,'iS'Yf  '}Jl!",l„°P"','°'i^^l[  l!^l.  [ 

it  that  these  men  happen  to  be  in  the  streets  of  Mexi-  ' '" 

CO?     Is  it  not  because  they  formed  part  of  an  expedi- 

tion,  got  up  in  Texas  against  the  Mexican  city  of     „J'™Jf]„',/,P°^ 

Santa  Fe?     Were  they  not  taken ^ngi'miie  ie/fo,  actu- 


ore  than  a  match  for  him;  and  I  v/ould 

ce  if  he  were  here.     Whether  or  not 

of  his  lance  I  leave   posterity 


ally  engaged  in  a  war  which  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with,  to  which  the  United  States  were  no  party?  In 
all  this  great  pity  and  sympathy  for  American  citi- 
zens, made  to  travel  hundreds  of  miles  barefoot  and 
in  chains,  the  question  "how  came  they  there?"  seems 
never  to  be  asked.  And  yet,  so  far  as  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  nation  for  their  recovery  is  concerned, 
that  is  the  very  first  question  to  be  asked.  It  was  a 
regular  warlike  expedition,  got  up  by  the  president 
of  the  republic  of  Texas  for  conquest  within  the 
Mexican  territory,  the  object  being,  no  doubt,  to  se- 
cure to  Texas  the  possession  of  the  sources  of  the  E.io 
del  Norte,  for  Santa  Fe  is  situated  at  the  source  of 
that  river.  The  state  of  Texas  has  never  explicitly 
declared  her  boundaries,  so  that  they  are  not  exactly 
known;  but,  whatever  they  are,  they  are  no  bounds  to 
them,  for  President  Houston  has  declared  that  he 
means  to  transcend  them,  and  to  push  on  into  Mexi- 
co; and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  tells  us  that  if 


d  the  world  to  say.  At  the  same  time,  I  disclaim 
all  feelings  of  unkindness  toward  the  gentleman  in 
question.  I  must  say  that  in  the  private  and  indivi- 
dual relations  of  society   there   is  not  a  man  in  this 

house  with  whom  I  have  had  a  more  friendly  inter-    „^i  j„  ^u^  <,„„  territory,  but  on  a  foreign  territory." 
course  during  the  whole  timeorhiscontinuance^here,|jn  ,i,at  case  these  men,  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister, 

""^      ere  not  brought  to  this  city  of  Washington,  to  tra- 


ed  to  take  my  seat,  and  not  to  "touch  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery."  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  sub- 
mit to  that  inequality  any  longer.  I  have  witnessed 
it  too  long,  and  in  a  great  variety  of  forms;  but  I 
have  always  resisted  it,  and  I  hope  that  a  sufficient 
number  will  here  be  found  resolved  to  submit  to  it 
no  longer,  but  determined  to  maintain  their  rights 
upon  this  iloor;  and  that,  if  put  down  here  by  the 
force  of  numbers,  they  will  make  their  appeal  to 
the  justice  of  the  nation. 

I  must  ask  pardon  of  the  house  for  the  desultory 
character  of  these  remarks.  It  was  said  by  one  of 
the  principal  speakers  of  ancient  times,  as  an  apo- 
logy for  having  detained  a  public  assembly  by  a  long 
speech,  that  he  "had  not  had  time  to  make  it  shor- 
ter." I  may  say  the  same  thing  now.  If  f  had  had 
the  requisite  time  for  preparation,  I  should  have  en- 
deavored to  condense  and  methodise  what  I  had  to 
say;  but  as  such  is  not  the  fact,  Tmust  be  permitted 
to  hope  that  the  house  will  bear  with  me. 

The  second  reason  in  favor  of  war,  put  forth  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  say,  is  no  reason  at 
I  am  willing  that  our  minister  st 
odest,  sober  solicitation  to  the  government  of 
Mexico,  for  the  release  of  such  of  our  citizens  as 
were  taken  in  the  act  of  marching  to  invade  the 
Mexican  territory  under  the  standard  of  Texas.  But, 
I  would  not  make  it  a  ground  of  war  with  Mexico, 
if  her  government  should  reply,  "Your  citizens 
thought  proper  to  join  themselves  with  the  forces  of 
Texas,  and  have  exposed  themselves  to  even  worse 
treatment  than  they  have  received."  And,  if  they 
did  say  so,  they  might  refer  to  the  case  of  two  Brit- 
ish subjects  by  the  names  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambris- 
ter, who  ance  interfered  in  a  certain  war  between 
the  United   States  and  Seminole  Indians,  carried  on 


even  within  three  days  after  he  had  threatened  me 
with  the  penitentiary.     [A  laugh]. 

I  beg  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  distinctly  to  un- 
derstand that  if  he  means  to  apply  the  remarks  he 
made  as  to  his  friend,  our  present  minister  to  Mexi- 
co, being  so  very  terrific  a  champion  in  this  house,  I 
have  never  felt  any  of  the  dread  which  the  gentleman 
thinks  he  was  calculated  to  inspire.  I  met  him  on 
his  station  here.  I  never  was  afraid  to  meet  him. — 
I  appreciated  and  respected  his  talents,  and  I  have 
sometimes  lamented  the  influence  he  exerted  in  the 
house.  Ihave  often  differed  from  him,  but  he  never 
assumed  the  airs  of  that  superiority  which  here  seems 
to  be  claimed  for  him  by  his  friend  from  Virginia; 


verse  our  streets  in  chains;  they  were  not  exposed 
to  the  severity  of  travelling  barefoot  for  hundreds  of 
miles.  No,  a  course  much  more  summary  was  ob- 
served in  their  case;  they  were  tried  by  a  court  mar- 
tial, and  one  of  them  being  a  young  man,  scarcely 
of  age,  the  court  were  disposed  to  let  the  prisoners 
off  with  a  punishment  comparatively  mild,  and  the 
court  so  found;  but  what  did  Gen.  Jackson  do?  He 
struck  his  pen  across  that  line  in  the  finding  of  the 
court,  and  they  were  both  hung  up.  I  never  com- 
plained of  that  decision  of  General  Jackson,  though 
there  v/ere  many  others  who  did.  I  did  not,  indeed, 
specifically  defend  or  support  the  act,  in  itself  con- 
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pidercd,  hut  as  a  national  question  between  us  and 
Snoiii,  and  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  whose 
subjects  they  were.  The  ground  I  took  by  the  or- 
der of  my  sovernment,  not  so  much  to  justify  the 
arts  as  to  put  off  the  ground  of  elaini  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, was,  that  these  individuals  had  intermeddled  in 
a  war  thev  had  nothinc;  to  do  with;  in  a  war  not  be- 
tween us  and  Great  Briiain,  but  between  us  and  cer- 
tain Indian  tribes,  and  that  if  they  choose  thus  to 
expose  themselves  they  must  abide  tlje  conseciuences. 
It  was  a  question  of  the  same  character  as  that  on 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  go  to  war.  I  did  sustain, 
as  a  question  of  national  law,  the  right  of  General 
.Jackson  to  treat  them  as  he  did:  and  the  minister  of 
Great  Britain  at  that  time,  lord  Castlereagh,  told 
o\ir  minister,  .Mr.  Rush,  that  they  had  concluded  to 
pass  it  over,  after  many  anxious  consultations  held 
by  the  British  privy  council.  But,  he  said,  if  I  had 
hilt  lifted  my  finger,  you  would  have  had  to  answer 
that  act  of  Gen.  Jackson  by  war.  In  that  case  there 
was  quite  as  much  to  be  said  for  Great  Brilai.T  had 
she  taken  up  the  quarrel  for  the  hanging  of  these 
two  British  subjects  as  for  us  if  we  should  go  to  war 
for  the  ten  or  twelve  citizens  of  the  United  States 
taken  in  the  expedition  to  Santa  Fe.  I  say  again, 
if  Ihe  government  has  ordered  our  minister  to  Mexi- 
co peremptorily  to  demand  the  release  of  the  Ame- 
rican citizens  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  in 
case  of  refusal  to  come  home,  as  a  signal  of  the  pur- 
))ose  of  this  country  to  pursue  the  demand  by  a  re- 
sort to  war,  they  have  gone  beyond  what  is  right, 
and,  as  I  believe,  have  gone  beyond  their  power. 

I  say,  furtlier,  that,  in  my  judgment,  we  have 
adopted  too  menacing  a  tone  in  our  negotiations  with 
that  power.  I  speak  not,  of  course,  with  certainty, 
for  I  do  not  positively  know;  but  I  do  say,  if  our 
minister  has  been  ordered  to  return  on  the  condition 
I  have  stated,  the  government  have  transcended  their 
power;  and  1  say,  further,  that  the  executive  de- 
partment is  not  authorised  to  threaten  any  foreign 
nation  with  war,  because  they  have  no  power  to 
proclaim  war,  and  because  that  power  is  among  the 
most  precious  pon-ers  held  by  this  and  the  other 
bouse  of  congress,  v;ho,  under  the  constitution,  are 
made  the  trustees  of  the  war  power  of  the  nation — 
the  most  solemn  trust  that  can  be  committed  to  hu- 
man hands.  It  becomes  this  house  to  vindicate  its 
own  authoritv,  and  to  let  the  executive  department 
know  that  it  is  not  for  them  to  threaten  foreign  gov- 
ernments with  war.  If  a  war  is  coming,  and  especi- 
ally if  there  is  immediate  danger  of  its  occurrence, 
and  if  the  executive  is  apprised  of  the  fact,  it  is  his 
duty  to  inform  congress,  and  especially  this  house, 
of  such  a  state  of  things,  and  refer  to  them  the  ter- 
rific question  of  authorising  war — a  question  involv- 
ing, whenever  it  comes,  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and 
the  happiness  of  millions.  If  instructions  of  the 
kind  I  have  mentioned  have  been  given;  I  shall  much 
rc;ret  it,  though  I  shall  not  be  displeased  that  the 
present  minister  shall  return. 

1  come  now  to  the  third  ground  for  war  urged  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  And  I  hope  I  do  not 
misrepresent  him  when  1  say  that  I  understood  him 
to  affirm  that  if  he  had  the  power  he  would  prohibit 
the  invasion  of  Texas  hy  Mexico,  and  if  Mexico 
would  not  submit  to  such  a  requirement,  and  should 
persist  in  her  invasion,  he  v/ould  go  to  war.  The 
gentleman  slated,  as  a  ground  for  war,  that  Santa 
Anna  had  avowed  his  determination  '-lo  drive  slave- 
ry hevond  Ihe  Sabine."  That  was  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  most  apprehended — that  slavery 
would  be  abolished  in  Texas— that  we  should  have 
neighbors  at  our  door  not  contaminated  by  that  ac- 
cursed plague  spot.  He  would  have  war  with  Mexi- 
co sooner  ihan  slavery  should  be  driven  back  to  the 
United  States,  whence  it  came!  If  that  is  to  he  the 
avowed  opinion  of  this  committee,  in  God's  name 
let  my  constituents  know  it;  let  the  constituents  of 
all  the  free  states  in  the  Union  know  it^the  sooner 
it  is  proclaimed  upon  the  housetops  the  better.  The 
house  is  to  go  to  war  with  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of 
annexing  Texas  to  this  Union.  Yes;  and  the  gen- 
tleman produced,  as  a  triumphant  authority  (not  in- 
deed in  his  eyes,  for  be  has  not  been  in  ^le  habit  of 
regarding  the  source  of  it  with  much  respect,  but 
still  as  good  authority)  a  document  from  a  former 
ailiuinistration,  intended  by  him  lo  justify  the  exist- 
ing executive  in  proclaiming  that  he  was  resolved  to 
do  all  in  his  power  for  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
Yes,  a  predectjssor  of  the  present  incumbent,  even 
myself,  for  v,'ant  of  better  authority,  was  referred 
to,  and  alleged  to  have  entertained  the  same  feeling, 
the  same  disposition  for  the  acquisition  of  the  ter- 
ritory. 

The  gentleman  was  so  good  as  lo  send  me  two  let- 
ters written  hy  a  distinguished  gentleman  now  in  my 
e>e,  then  secretary  of  state,  to  our  minister  at  the 
cnut  of  Mexico.  1  have  not  hud  time  tu  read  them 
over.  [X  voice:  "The  extracts  are  given  in  the  In- 
tcUigoncer."]      From   those  letters   the  gentleman 


caused  certain  extracts  to  be  read,  with  a  view  lo 
prove  that  in  1825  and  again  in  18d7  insi  ructions  had 
been  given  to  propose  to  the  Mexican  government  a 
cession  of  the  territory  of  Texas  to  the  Rio  del 
Norte,  and  a  sum  of  money  was  to  be  offered  in  con- 
sideration. I  thank  him  for  citing  this  paper;  it  is  a 
correct  document.  I  had  myself,  in  the  negotiation 
of  our  treaty  with  Spain,  labored  lo  get  the  Rio  del 
Norte  as  our  boundary,  and  1  adhered  to  the  demand 
till  Mr.  Monroe  and  all  his  cabinet  directed  me  to 
forego  it,  and  to  assent  to  take  the  Sabine. 

And  now  I  repeat  what  I  have  said  before,  that 
before  the  treaty  was  signed  it  was  carried  by  me,  at 
the  command  of  Mr.  Monroe,  to  Gen.  Jackson,  who, 
after  examining  it  with  the  map  in  his  hand,  approv- 
ed of  the  Sabine  as  the  boundary.  That  fact  was 
contested,  with  the  usual  candor  of  the  organ  of  the 
administration,  and  it  was  declared  that  a  member 
of  the  house  went  to  Gen.  Jackson,  in  person,  and 
he  recollected  nothing  of  the  matter.  I  then  sent 
for  the  document  in  which  the  fact  was  put  down  in 
writing  at  the  lime,  and  though  it  was  not  published 
in  the  papers,  it  was  sent  to  Mr.  Van  Burei^  for  his 
inspection,  and  after  looking  at  it  he  became  satisfi- 
ed that  it  was  true.  Perhaps  this  is  not  a  material 
fact;  I  used  it  as  an  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  show  that  I  did  not  originally  negotiate 
the  treaty  with  the  present  boundary  of  the  Sabine. 
I  maintained  ray  demand  for  the  Rio  del  Norte  till 
Mr.  Monroe  and  his  cabinet  overruled  me  and  as- 
sented to  the  Sabine.  But  at  that  time  Texas  was 
a  wilderness  with  no  population,  or  at  least  no  Ame- 
rican population.  1  do  not  believe  there  were  5,0U0 
people  in  the  whole  territory,  and  they  were  Span- 
isii  subjects.  In  the  course  of  negotiation,  and  after 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  had  been  concluded,  the  first 
American  project  for  the  settlement  of  the  country 
was  brought  into  being.  I  received  a  very  long  let-  j 
ter  from  Moses  Austin,  I  think  his  name  w'as  Moses, 
(father  of  Stephen  Austin,)  stating  that  his  object ! 
was  to  make  a  settlement  in  the  wilderness.  He  , 
was  a  sort  of  a  Boon;  and  he  proposed  to  collect  in  , 
the  midst  of  New  England  as  large  a  colony  as  he 
could,  and  with  them  to  go  into  Texas  and  settle  the  ' 
country.  That  was  the  state  of  things  under  which 
I  was  in  favor  of  annexation. 

When  my  proposition  was  made  to  the  Mexican  I 
government  in  1S25,  slavery  had  been  abolished  in  i 
that  territory.  There  was  not  a  slave  there,  nor 
was  there  the  least  reason  to  expect  there  v/onld 
be.  Tliere  existed,  therefore,  no  reason  why  I 
should  be  averse  to  the  annexation  of  this  new  re-  ] 
gion  to  the  territoiy  of  the  Union.  Had  it  been  an-  I 
nexed,  it  would  have  been  settled  by  freemen.  I ; 
should  certainly  have  had  no  objection  lo  that,  nor  , 
do  I  know  that  I  should  object  now,  if  it  were 
brought  within  the  scope  of  possibility.  I  should  ■ 
not  indeed  desire  it,  because  1  think  we  have  quite 
enough  territory  already.  We  have  certainly  as  ' 
much  as  we  can  manage.  But  even  as  territory,  it  | 
is  not  desirable.  I  should  not  wish  it  to  form  a  part 
of  the  Union,  even  if  it  were  settled  with  freemen, 
and  were  a  free  slate,  as  T  would  have  wished  it  in 
1825  or  1827.  Slavery  was  then  abolished,  and  if 
Texas  had  come  into  the  Union,  there  would  have 
been  no  power  in  the  United  States  to  restore  it. 
Does  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  think  that  he- 
cause,  under  such  circumstances,  I  wished  to  see 
the  annexation  at  that  time,  that  this  is  an  argument 
either  to  show  the  expediency  of  its  annexation  now, 
or  any  inconsistency  in  me  because  I  am  now  utter- 
ly opposed  to  it.  I 

Mr.  Wise  here  asked  liberty  to  explain,  and  Mr.  \ 
Adams  having  yielded  the  floor,  Mr.  Wise  said,  I ' 
rise  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

Mr.  Adams.  No,  sir:  no  questions.  Explain,  if 
you  please.  | 

Mr.  Wise.  I  wish  to  ask  him  if  he  did  not  in-' 
struct  our  minister  to  protest  against  the  abolilionof 
slavery  in  Mexico.  \ 

Mr.  Adams.     (With  vehemence.)     No,  sir!  never!  , 

Mr.  Wise.  Not  while  the  gentleman  was  prcsi-  j 
dent? 

JNlr.  Adams.     No,  sir!  never! 

Mr.  Wise.     It  is  so  charged. 

Mr.  Adams.  As  to  charges,  I  hope  the  gentleman  I 
does  not  expect  me  lo  answer  them.  I  never  have 
protested  against  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Mexico  j 
or  any  wliere  else.  I  have  said  that  I  was  not  pre- 
pared at  this  time  to  vote  for  abolishing  slavery  in  ! 
the  District  of  Columliia,  and  I  have  offended  num- 
bers of  my  constituents  by  repeating  that  declaration,  I 
but  that  is  a  different  thing.  But  even  if  I  could  | 
have  protested  against  the  abolition  of  slavery  alter  j 
il  had  been  instiluteil,  still  if  my  voice  could  be  heard  , 
either  here  or  in  Tcsas,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  ', 
civilized  uv  Ihe  sava;e  world,  I  would  have  protest-  | 
cd  from  the  botlain  of  my  soul  against  its  restora- j 
lion,  and  that  is  the  insurmountable  reason  why  1 1 
never  will  consent  lo  the  annexation  of  Texas  to ! 


these  United  Stales.  I  would  not  take  the  territory 
if  it  were  ten  thousand  times  more  valuable  than  it 
is,  sullied  as  it  is  with  the  crime  of  slavery  restored. 
The  people  of  Texas  have  not  the  apology  which, 
with  whatever  force,  is  plead  by  many  of  those  in 
our  southern  states,  that  the  slavery  which  now  in- 
fests them  was  a  vice,  a  crime,  a  misfortune,  a  dis- 
ease inflicted  npon  them  by  Hie  parentstate,  and  that 
that  is  the  reason  v.hy  they  must  support  it  now.  I 
must  say,  that  in  my  heart,  if  not  in  my  mind,  that 
is  the  strongest  argument  they  ever  have  adduced  in 
support  of  it:  but  Texas  has  no  such  defence  to  set 
up:  slavery  was  not  bequeathed  to  them  from  a  sel- 
fish and  cruel  stepmother,  as  almost  all  the  liberal 
men  of  Virginia  used  to  say  of  it  in  their  common- 
wealth not  many  years  ago,  and  as  some  among  them 
still  say.  If  there  can  be  an  apology  for  this  plague 
spot,  I  say  again  that  the  people  of  Texas  have  none 
to  plead,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  Texas  never  shall, 
with  my  consent,  or.  as  1  hope  with  the  consent  of 
my  constituents,  or  of  any  portion  of  the  free  people 
of  the  United  States,  become  an  integral  part  of  this 
union. 

There  is  another  reason — a  reason  I  admit  vastly 
inferior  to  the  other,  but  still  it  is  a  reason.  Texas 
has  acceded  to  the  right  of  search:  she  is  bound  by 
treaty  to  that  effect.  If  you  take  her  as  a  part  of 
ourselves,  you  take  her  with  her  treaties,  and  then 
we  shall  be  bound  to  cede  the  right  of  search  to 
Great  Britain.  I  say  that  this  is  a  reason  of  infinite- 
ly less  importance;  yet  so  like  am  I  to  a  drowning 
man  who  clfngs  even  to  straws,  that  1  will  not  con- 
sent to  the  annexation  on  that  account.  And  now 
the  gentleman  may  go  lo  the  organ  here  of  I  know 
not  what  party;  and  insert  an  article  accusing  mo  of 
having  made  ''English  argument."  Let  him  go  as  soon 
as  he  pleases,  I  know  it  will  be  said  I  have  made  a 
British  speech. 

Most  joyfully  indeed  would  I  compound  with  the 
gentlemen  from  the  southern  portion  of  t!ie  union,  if 
by  our  joint  efforts  we  could  prevail  on  Texas  to 
abolish  slavery  again,  of  which  indeed,  there  seems 
some  faint  gleam  of  hope  in  the  published  corres- 
pondence between  General  Hamilton,  the  Texian 
envoy,  and  Lord  Palmerston.  I  would  compound 
never  to  take  Texas,  or,  if  they  will  agree  that  sla- 
very shall  be  abolished  there,  I  will  agree  to  take  her. 
Bui  no,  never,  while  breath  is  in  my  body,  will  I  con- 
sent to  the  annexation  of  any  foreign  state  which  is 
burdened  with  the  curse  of  slavery. 

What  I  am  now  to  say,  I  say  with  great  reluctance 
and  with  great  pain.  I  am  well  av.'are  that  it  is 
touching  upon  a  sore  place,  and  I  would  gladly  get 
over  it  if  I  could.  It  has  been  my.  effort,  as  far  as 
was  .in  my  power,  to  avoid  any  allusion  whatever  to 
that  question  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  tells 
us  that  the  most  lamblike  disposition  in  the  south 
never  can  approach  without  anger  and  indignation. 
Sir,  that  is  my  sorrow.  I  admit  that  the  fact  is  so. 
Wecannot  touch  thatsubject  without  raising  through- 
out the  whole  south  a  mass  of  violence  and  passion, 
with  which  one  might  as  well  reason  as  with  a  hur- 
ricane. That  I  know  is  Ihe  fact  in  the  south,  and 
that  is  the  fact  in  this  house.  And  it  is  the  reason 
why  members  coming  from  a  free  stale  are  silenced 
as  soon  as  they  rise  on  this  floor;  v.hy  they  are  pro- 
nounced out  of  order;  made  to  sit  down;  and,  if  they 
proceed,  are  censured  and  expelled.  But,  in  behalf 
of  the  south  and  of  southern  institutions,  a  man  may 
get  up  in  this  house  and  expatiale  for  weeks  toge- 
ther. On  this  point  I  do  complain,  and  I  must  say, 
I  have  been  rather  disappointed  that  I  have  not  been 
put  down  already  as  speaking  out  of  order.  What 
1  say  is  involuntary,  because  the  subject  has  been 
brought  into  the  house  from  another  quarter,  as  the 
gentleman  himself  admits.  I  would  leave  that  insli-  < 
tulion  lo  the  ex<dusive  consideration  and  management 
of  the  states  more  peculiarly  interested  in  it  just  as 
long  as  they  can  keep  it  within  their  bounds.  So  far 
I  admit  that  congress  has  no  power  to  meddle  with 
it.  As  long  as  they  do  not  step  out  of  their  own 
bounds,  and  do  not  put  the  question  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  whose  peace,  welfare,  and  happi- 
ness are  all  at  stake,  so  long  I  will  agree  to  leave 
them  to  themselves.  But  when  a  niciiiber  from  a 
free  state  brings  forward  certain  resolutions,  for 
which,  instead  of  reasoning  to  disprove  his  positions, 
you  vote  a  censure  upon  him,  and  that  without  hear- 
ing, it  is  quite  another  aftair.  At  the  time  this  was 
done  I  said  that,  as  far  as  1  could  understand  the  re- 
solutions proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Gt(Wtnifs),  there  were  some  of  thcni  for  which  I  was 
ready  lo  vole,  and  some  which  I  must  vote  against; 
and  I  will  tell  this  house,  my  constituents,  and  Ihe 
world  of  mankind,  that  the  resolution  against  which 
I  would  have  voted  wi's  that  in  which  he  declares 
that  what  are  called  the  slave  states  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  cnnsuitalion  on  Ihe  subject  of  slavery. 
For  that  resolution  1  never  would  vole,  because  1  be- 
lieve that  it  is  not  just,  and  does  not  contain  consti- 
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tutional  doctrine.  I  believe  tliat  so  long  as  the  slave  i 
stales  are  able  to  sustain  their  institutions  vvilhout 
going  at)road  or  calling  upon  other  parts  of  the  union 
to  aid  them  or  act  on  the  subject,  so  long  I  will  con-  j 
sent  never  to  interfere.  I  have  said  this,  and  I  re- 
peat; but  if  they  come  to  the  free  states  and  say  to 
them  you  must  help  us  to  keep  down  our  slaves,  you 
must  aid  us  in  an  insurrection  and  a  civil  war,  then 
I  say  that  with  the  call  comes  a  full  and  plenary 
pouer  to  this  house  and  to  the  senate  over  the  whole 
subject.  It  is  a  war  power.  I  say  it  is  a  war  power, 
and  wiien  your  country  is  actually  in  war,  whether 
it  be  a  war  of  invasion  or  a  war  of  insurrection,  con- 
gress has  power  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  must  carry 
it  on  according  to  the  laws  of  war;  and  by  the  laws  of 
war  an  invaded  country  has  all  its  laws  and  municipal 
institutions  swept  by  the  board,  and  martial  law  lakes 
the  place  of  them.  • 

This  power  in  congress  has,  perhaps,  never  been 
called  into  exercise  under  the  present  constitution 
of  the  United  States.  But  when  the  laws  of  war 
are  in  force,  what,  1  ask,  is  one  of  those  laws?  It  i-, 
this:  that  when  a  country  is  invaded,  and  the  two 
hostile  armies  are  set  in  martial  array,  the  comman- 
ders of  both  armies  have  power  to  emancipate  all  the 
slaves  in  the  invaded  teri'itory.  Nor  is  this  a  mere 
theoretic  statement.  The  history  of  South  America 
shows  that  the  doctrine  has  been  carried  into  practi- 
cal execution  within  the  last  thirty  years.  Slavery 
■was  abolished  in  Colombia,  first,  by  the  Spanish  Ge- 
neral Morillo,  and,  secondly,  by  the  American  Gene- 
ral Bolivar.  It  was  abolished  "by  virtue  of  a  military 
command  given  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  its  abo- 
lition continues  to  be  law  to  this  day.  It  was  abo- 
lished by  the  laws  of  war,  and  not  by  municipal  en- 
actments; the  power  was  exercised  by  military  com- 
manders, under  instructions,  of  course,  from  their 
respective  governments.  And  here  I  recur  again  to', 
the  example  of  General  Jackson.  What  are  you 
now  about  in  congress.'  You  are  about  passing  a  grant 
to  refund  to  General  Jackson  the  amount  of  a  cer- 
tain fine  imposed  upon  him  by  a  judge  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  Louisiana.  You  are  going  to  refund 
him  the  money,  with  interest;  and  this  you  are  go- 
ing to  do  because  the  imposition  of  the  line  was  un- 
just. And  why  was  it  unjust.'  Because  Gen.  Jack- 
son Avas  acting  under  the  laws  of  war,  and  because 
the  moment  you  place  a  military  comra.ander  in  a 
district  which  is  the  theatre  of  war  the  laws  of  war 
apply  to  that  district.  I  have  a  correspondence  be- 
tween General  Jackson  and  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia during  the  Seminole  campaign,  in  which  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  addressing  Governor  Rabun,  asserted 
the  principle  Ihat  he,  as  governor  of  a  state  within 
his  (General  J's)  military  divison,  had  no  right  to 
give  a  military  order  while  he  (Gen.  Jackson)  was 
in  the  field.  The  then  governor  of  Georgia  (and  I 
do  not  know  but  what  it  killed  the  poor  man,  for  he 
died  soon  after)  did  contest  the  power  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son. He  said  all  he  could  for  state  rights,  [a  laugh,] 
but  Andrew  Jackson  had  given  an  order,  and  that  or- 
der was  carried  into  ell<3Ct,  while  the  order  of  the  go- 
vernor was  suppressed. 

[Mr.  Warren,  of  Georgia,  here  asked  leave  to 
make  a  stateineiit  in  explanation,  and  the  floor  hav- 
ing been  yielded  to  him  for  that  purpose  by  Mr. 
Adams,  he  proceeded  to  give  a  history  of  the  facts  of 
the  case  to  which  Mr.  A.  had  just  alluded,  but  ow- 
ing to  his  position  at  a  distance  from  the  reporter, 
he  was  imperfectly  heard.* 


Mr.   Adams  resumed.     I  am  glad  to  hear  the  ex- 
planation, and  I  am  entirely  willing  to  concede  what- 
ever of  merit  is  due  to  the  governor  of  Georgia  for 
resisting  what  he  conceived  to  be   military  tyranny. 
Bull  am   afraid,  nevertheless,  whatever  may   have 
been  the  success  of  governor  Rabun  in  this  contest. 
General   Jackson   had  the  right  of  the   question.     I 
might  furnish  a  thousand  proofs  to  show  that  the  pre- 
tensions of  gentlemen  to  the  sanctity  of  their  muni- 
cipal institutions  under  a  state  of  actual  invasion  and 
of  actual    war,  whether  servile,  civil,  or  foreign,  is 
wholly  unfounded,  and   that  the  laws  of   war  do,  in  : 
all  such  cases,  take  precedence.     I  lay  this  down  as 
the  law  of  nations.     1  say  that  the  military  authori-  j 
ty  takes  for  the  time  the  place  of  all  municipal  insti- 1 
tutions,  and   of  slavery  among  the  rest;    and   that, 
under  that  state  of  things,  so  far  from   its  being  true  j 
that  the  states  where   slavery  exists  have  the  exclu- 
sive management  of  the  subject,  not  only  the  presi-  I 
dent  of  the  United  States  but  the  commander  of  the  j 
army  has  power  to  order  the  universal  emancipation 
of  the  slaves.     I  have  given  here   more  in  detail  a 
principle  which  I  have  asserted  on  this  floor  before 
now,  and  of  which  I    have  no  more    doubt  than  tliat 
you,  sir,  occupy  that  chair.     I  give  it  in  its  develop- 
ment, in  order  that  any  gentleman  from    any  part  of 
the  union  may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  deny  the  truth  . 
of  the  position,  and  may  maintain  his  denial;  not  by 
indignation,  not  by  passion   aud   fury,  but  by  sound 
and    sober  reasoning  from   the  laws  of    nations  and 
the    laws  of  war.     And  if  my    position   can  be   an- 
swered   and    refuted,  I  shall    receive  the  refutation  , 
with   pleasure;  I  shall  be   glad    to  listen  to  reason, 
aside,  as  I  say,  from  indignation  and  passion.     And 
if,  by  the    force  of  reasoning,  my   understanding  can 
be  convinced,  I  here  pledge  myself  to  recant  what  I  , 
have  asserted.  i 

Let  my  position  be  answered;  let  me  be  told,  let 
my  constituents  be  told,  the  people  of  my  state  be 
told — a  state  whose  soil  tolerates  not  the  foot  of  a 
slave — that  they  are  bound  by  the  constitution  to  a 
long  and  toilsome  march  under  burning  summersuns 
and  a  deadly  southern  clime  for  the  suppression  of 
a  servile  war;  that  they  are  hound  to  leave  their  bo- 
dies to  rot  upon  the  lands  of  Carolina — to  leave  their 
wives  widows  and  their  children  orphans;  that  those 
who  cannot  march  are  bound  to  pour  out  their  trea- 
sures while  their  sons  or  brothers  are  pouring  out 
their  blood  to  suppress  a  servile,  combined  with  a 
civil  or  a  foreign  war,  and  yet  that  there  exists  no 
power  beyond  the  limits  of  the  --lave  state  where 
such  war  is  raging  to  emancipate  the  slaves.  I  say, 
let  this  be  proved — I  am  open  to  conviction,  but  till 
that  conviction  comes,  I  put  it  forth  not  as  a  dictate 
of  feeling,  but  as  a  settled  maxim  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, that  in  such  a  case  the  military  supercedes  the 
civil  power;  and  on  this  account  1  should  have  been, 
obliged  to  vote,  as  I  have  said,  against  one  of  the 
resolutions  of  my  excellent  friend  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
GiDDiNGs),  or  should  at  least  have  required  that  it  be 
amended  in  conformity  with  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 


*  Cwnmunicaticyn  to  the  editors  of  tlie  J^''(ttionat  In- 
telligencer dated  Ifashing ton,  ^jwil  18,  from  Mr.  War- 
ren— I  said  in  substance  that,  having  been  connected 
with  the  military  expedition  ordered  by  gov.  Rabun, 
which  occasioned  the  correspondence  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  referred,  and 
although  a  mere  youth,  commissioned  in  that  expe- 
dition, I  could  not  willingly  remain  silent,  hearing 
the  verson  of  that  correspondence  given  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  No  order  of  Gov.  Ra- 
bun was  ever  suppressed  by  Gen.  Jackson;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  order  of  Gen.  Jackson  arresting 
the  commanding  officer  of  that  expedition  (captain 
Obed  Wright)  was  suppressed  by  the  judiciary  of 
Georgia. 

Sir,  after  General  Jaekson,  with  his  army,  had  ar- 
rived in  Florida,  Indian  incursions  on  the  frontier  of 
Georgia  and  the  massacre  and  plunder  of  our  citi- 
zens were  common,  and  the  depredators  were  fol- 
lowed ill  a  direction  to  Oponee  and  Pheleme  towns, 
west  of  Flint  river.  Gov.  Rabun  ordered  a  milita- 
ry expedition,  giving  the  command  to  capt.  Wright, 
directing  the  destruction  of  these  towns.  And,  in 
April,  1S18,  a  pilot  employed  by  capt.  Wright  took 
him  to  the  Chehaw  town.  It  was  destroyed.  The 
troops  were  disbanded,  and  capt.  Wright,  on  his  way 
home,  and  making  some  stay  in  the  village  of  my 
residence,  was  overtaken  by  Gen.  Jackson's  arrest- 
ing officer,  major  John  M.  Davis,  of  the  U.  S.  army. 


Major  Davis  called  upon  me,  and  in  great  confidence 
disclosed  his  business,  and  inquired  for  capt.  Wright, 
to  whom  in  a  few  minutes  I  introduced  him,  and  who 
submitted  to  the  order  for  arrest,  and  went  with  ma- 
jor Davis,  in  the  execution  of  the  order,  until  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  by  the  inferior  court  of 
Baldwin  county  against  major  Davis,  and  captain 
Wright  discharged  from  his  custody.  Gov.  Rabun 
then  ordered  capt.  Wright  to  be  arrested  for  breach 
of  orders,  in  not  destroying  the  two  towns  ordered, 
and  for  destroying  a  town  not  ordered.  Capt.  Wright 
was  allov/ed  his  liberty  on  parole  of  honor,  and  af- 
terwards left  the  counlry. 

No  order  given  by  General  Jackson  in  relation  to 
the  matter  was  ever  carried  into  effect,  nor  v/asany 
order  given  by  gov.  Rabun  ever  suppressed.  Gov. 
Rabun,  so  far  from  yielding  any  right  assumed, 
maintained  and  executed  every  order  given,  and  died 
not  of  this  correspondence,  but  of  disease  incident 
to  the  climate  in  which  he  lived. 

1  have,  gentlemen,  prepared  this  statement,  made 
by  me  in  substance,  for  your  paper,  because  I  am 
unwilling  that  any  impression  should  exist  any  where 
that  any  governor  of  Georgia,  and  especially  gov. 
Rabun,  had  allowed  an  order  given  by  him  to  be 
suppressed  by  the  dictation  of  any  military  com- 
mander. I  have  to  say  Ihat  no  instance  can  be 
found  in  the  history  of  Georgia  and  the  federal  govern- 
ment where  Georgia  has  allowed  any  officer  of  the 
federal  government,  either  judicial,  executive,  or 
military,  either  with  or  without  force,  to  suppress  an 
order  made  by  her  governor;  and  I  trust  1  may  not 
live  to  see  such  suppression  etfected. 

No  blame  can  attach  to  your  reporters  for  not 
hearing  my  remarks,  but  I  nevertheless  desire  they 
should  appear  in  jour  paper.     lam,  yours,  &c. 

LOTT  WARREN. 


In  the  mean  time,  this  is  a  reason  v/ith  me  for  not 
desiring  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union,  be- 
cause, if  we  go  to  war  for  that  annexation,  1  enter- 
tain serious  apprehensions  that  this  will  become  a 
practical  question.  If  we  shall  go  to  war  with  Mexi- 
co, and,  which  necessarily  follows,  go  to  war  with 
Great  Britain,  to  annex  Texas  to  (his  union,  the  day 
is  not  remote  when,  in  one  of  the  slave  states,  an  in- 
vading army  from  abroad  may  be  combined  with  an 
insurrection  of  the  slaves  and  with  a  civil  war,  and 
the  danger  still  further  heightened  by  an  irruption  of 
that  Avhoie  body  of  Indians  whom  you  have  accumu- 
lated and  compressed  together  as  if  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  organizing  them  for  a  hostile  movement 
upon  our  frontier.  I  put  this  possibility  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  southern  states  as  presenting  a 
most  serious  andpainfiil  consideration  to  my  mind. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  makes  very  light  of 
this.  He  talks  to  us  about  the  star  of  Texas,  which 
he  calls  the  "lone  star  of  liberty."  Liberty  and 
Texas!  The  star  of  liberty  illumined  by  tlie  radi- 
ance of  slavery  restored!  Yes,  that  is  the  star  which 
is  to  lead  us  on  to  victory.  So,  I  suppose,  if  war 
shall  come,  we  shall  not  only  acquire  this  solitary 
brilliant  star  of  Texas,  but  we  shall  have  all  Mexico, 
added  to  the  United  States.  Sir,  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  will  scarcely  slop  our  victorious  arrss, 
and  I  really  wonder  the  gentleman  did  not  carry  us 
on  to  Cape  Horn.  [A  laugh.]  The  gentleman  iti 
his  dreams,  (shall  I  call  them?)  told  us  that  president 
Houston  was  to  plant  this  same  lone  star  of  Texas 
on  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  that,  if  pre- 
sident Houston  did  not  do  it,  the  gentleman  himself 
would.  [Loud  laughter.]  And  he  means,  in  Ihis 
heroic  enterprise,  to  lead  on  the  brave  spirits  of 
thousands  from  the  great  valley  of  the  Iiisssissippi, 
inspirited  by  the  hope  of  robbing  churches  and 
priests!  So  it  is  to  be  a  religious  as  well  as  civil  ex- 
pedition— a  sort  of  crusade,  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  likely  far  to  transcend  the  exploits 
of  Tamerlane  and  Ghengis-  Khan.  The  gentleman 
is  soon  to  plant  the  lone  star  of  Texas  and  slavery 
on  the  walls  of  Mexico;  and  then  what  is  to  become 
of  the  liberties  of  these  United  States?  [A  laugh.] 
Is  it  conformable  to  the  history  of  the  world  that 
the  leader  of  such  an  army  after  conquests  not 
reaching  to  one-tenth  the  extent  of  those  which  the 
gentleman  will  achieve,  should  remain  content  with 
the  station  of  an  humble  private  citizen?  No.  No. 
The  experience  of  all  mankind  has  given  us  warn- 
ing that  if  that  is  to  be  the  course  of  our  public  af- 
fairs, and  such  are  to  be  the  brilliant  fortunes  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  our  liberties  will  stand  as 
little  chance  in  after  times  as  those  of  those  mil- 
lions of  the  people  of  Mexico  after  he  shall  have 
conquered  them. 

But  I  am  inclined  to  consider  all  this  rather  as 
approaching  lo  what  is  sometimes  called  rodomon- 
tade, than  a  thing  in  the  serious  contemplation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia:  and  I  look  forward  to  the 
I  lime  when,  in  the  records  of  history,  the  gentleman's 
jname  shall  be  placed  side  by  side,  not  with  llie 
natnes  of  Ghengis  Jvhan  or  Tamerlane,  but  with  that 
of  a  still  more  glorious  conqueror  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  Thumb.  [Roars  of  laughter,  long  and 
loud.] 

i  But  it  is  growing  late:  and  as  the  time  has  been 
fixed  when  this  debate  is  to  close,  and  as  the  time 
1  have  already  occupied  bears  upon  my  conscience, 
I  will  close  by  rejiealing  mv  request  Ihat  the  house 
I  will  pardon  the  imperfect  and  desultory  manner  in 
I  which  I  have  endeavored  to  furnish  some  reply  to 
I  the  war  trumpets  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia 
I  and  Pennsylvania.  I  will  now  yield  the  floor  to 
some  other  member  who  may  desire  to  occu  py  it. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  followed  iMr. 
Adams,  in  a  speech  of  nearly  an-hour's  length. 


TWENTY-SEVEXTH    CONGRESS, 
SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

April  21.  Mr.  }J'oodbridge  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Aaron  Wrecks  praying  damages  for  having 
been  interrupted,  while  engaged  in  opening  a  ship 
canal  to  connect  the  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  by 
the  United  States  garrison  who  turned  out  against 
him  and  his  workmen,  with  fixed  bayonets,  as  soon 
as  he  commenced  his  operations.  As  the  memorial 
may  involve  the  subject  of  state  sovereignty  and  the 
rights  of  individuals,  he  moved  its  reference  to  the 
committee  on  claims.  Agreed  to.  It  appears  the 
slate  of  Michigan  had  undertaken  this  work,  after  in 
vain  seeking  the  aid  of  congress. 

Mr.  Kerr  presented  three  letters  from  a  gentle- 
man of  Port  Deposite,  Maryland,  in  relation  to  Itna- 
cutture,  which  were  referred  to  the  agricultural  com- 
mittee. 
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''  Mr.  Tallmnrlge  presented  from  the  New  York  and 
Albaiiv  rail  rolid  company  a  plan  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mails  and  munitions  of  war. 

The  senate  went  into  executive  business,  and  after 
some  time  thereat,  the  doors  were  reopened  and  the 
general  appropiation  bill  was  tal<en  up,  read  twice, 
and  referred  (o  the  finance  commiltee. 

On  motion  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  29.  At  the  request  of  the  president,  who 
was  indisposed,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  occupied  the 
chair. 

The  chair  presented  a  memorial  from  the  autho- 
rities of  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  a  marine  rail- 
way in  that  city. 

Tariff  memorials  were  presented. 

Mr.  JV/niiyiMii  of  the  naval  committee,  reported  a 
bil 
for 


Mr  Linn  would  suggest  that,  as  the  bill  was  a  ge- 
neral one,  that  notice' be  now  given  to  take  it  lip  at 
an  early  day. 

Mr.  Mingum  said  he  would  yield  to  the  suggestion 
of  his  friend  from  Jlissouri,  and  gave  notice  tliat  he 
would  call  up  the  hill  on  Thursday  next,  together 
with  that  to  authmise  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
contract  for  the  building  of  certain  steam  vessels. 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  to  proceed  to  the  special  or- 
der, which  motion  prevailing,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of 
claims  arising  under  the  141h  and  19th  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  concluded  in  Sep- 
tember, 1830. 

The  bill  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs, 
Semer,  if'alker,  Henderson,  J\Joreliend,  Phelps,  Liim  and 


corps. 

Mr.  i?e?T!'fii  of  the  judiciary  committee  reported 
adversely  to  the  bill  to  remit  the  line  imposed  upon 
gen.  Jackson  by  the  United  States  district  court  of 
Louisiana  in  1815.  The  grounds  taken  by  the  report 
arc  that  the  request  was  not  made  by  gen.  Jackson, 
nor  by  any  personal  friend  of  his;  nor  has  the  com- 
mittee any  evidence  of  the  causes  and  circumstances 
of  Ihe  imposition  of  the  fine. 

Mr.  .Wen  called  up  his  resolution  in  relation  to 
Rhode  Island  and  executive  correspondence. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  discussion  on 
what  he  considered  a  delicate  and  grave  subject. 

Mr.  Jillen  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  P's 
motion,  and  they  stood  as  follows: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bauliy.  Barrow,  Biite.s,  Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Clinaie,  Glavion,  Conrnd.  C.'it:enden, 
Guiliberi.  Eva.'S.  Grahiim,  Hunington,  Kiii2,  MaiiLnnn, 
Miller,  Phelps  Porter,  Presioii,  Siumions,  .'smith,  ot  liid. 
Soailiartl,Tnllinadge-24.    ^  „     ^  ,r  ,,       I 

NAVP— Messrs.   Allen.  Benton.   Buchannn,  liillon,| 
II   McRobcri.s,  Siiiiih  of  Con.  Stur-  '■ 


sies  bet^^'een  states  and  citizens  of  stales  and  foreign 
states,  &c.     Reasons   were  found  in  the  Federalist. 

Mr.  Chonte  continued  the  discussion,  and  offered 
an  amendment  which  was  adopted.  Mr.  C.  then 
proposed  another  amendment.  Mr.  Criltendtn  op- 
posed it. 

.Mr.  BiiWinTirm,  desiring  to  reply  to  Mr.  Berrien, 
moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  till  Fri- 
day and  his  motion  was  agreed  to;  after  which, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

April  27.  Mr.  Ckcotc  withdrew  the  petition  for  a 
fog  bell  at  Boston;  in  order  to  have  it  presented  in 
the  house. 

Mr.  ./men,  of  Ohio,  asked  the  senate  to  take  up  the' 
resolution  first  submitted  by  hira  to  the  senate  on 
Monday  of  last  week,  and  calling  upon  the  president 
of  the  United  States  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  controversy  in  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Jllen  was 
going  on  to  give  the  reasons  why  the  resolution 
should  be  taken  up.  He  slated  that  it  was  apparent 
that  there  was  danger  of  collision.  It  was  known  to 
be  a  fact  that  the  president  had  interfered  in  some 
measure,  and  congress  being  in  session,  it  was  proper 
to  know  olFioially  what  had  been  done. 

Mr.  Pi-Mfoii  raised  a  point  of  order,  and  insisted 
that  the  motion  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  Mien  said  that  he  had  but  a  word  or  two  more 
to  say  upon  the.subject. 

Mr.  Preston  was  reluctant  to  insist  on  his  point  of 
order,  but  as  the  subject  was  of  a  peculiar  character, 
he  insisted  that  it  should  be  enforced. 

Mr.  Jlrcher  expressed  a  wish  that  the  resolution 
should  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  equally  or  more  anxious  to  enter 


deration  provides  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  under 
this  treaty  by  the  revisions  of  the  coninlission,  and  it 
was  finally  on  motion,  recommitted  to  the  committee 
on  Indian'affairs.     At  4  o'clock, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

April  26.     The   -president  of  the  senate  took  the 
chair  again  this  morning  at  12  o'clock.     Continuir 
indisposed,  however,  and  not  remaining  long  in  the 
chair,  Mr.  Bayard  presided  for  must  of  the  da 

Mr.  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  memo- 
rial for  a  fog  bell  at  Boston  to  be  rung  by  Ihe  action 
of  the  tides. 

Mr.  //iir.(i.)ig-toii,of  Connecticut,  presented  a  memo- 
rial remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of  Texas. ,  ,,    .     ,    ^        ■        -      ,    lu    ,!,„  „!,„;„ 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Wcodbary,  presented  yester- 1  mto  a  debate,  hut  was  overruled  by  the  chair 
day,  calling  upon  the  secretary   of  the  ,  treasury  for        Mr.  Mien  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays.     The  vote 


informatioh   in   relation  to  the  new  books  opened  on  :  was  then  announced  as  follows: 
the  4th  of  March,  1841,  was  read  and  adopted  witli-i      \  EAS--M  ssrs.    .-Vten,  Ai< 

'  CiiMHMiii.  r  ulion.  Men 


out  oppositio 

Reports  from  the  standing  committees  were  pre-  j 
sented,  but  all  were  of  a  private  nature. 

Numerous  memorials  and  petitions  in  favor  of  ta-| 


^" '  \v  !(■  >v '\Vii>'lir    Yoiin'r 13  i      i^umerous  memorials  anu  pciiuuM3  m  javui   ui  '•*- |  rnd.  Cull 

Mr'sfi  ritii's  bill  to  extend  remedial  justice  in  the    riff  and  protection  of  American  industry  were  pre-  |  M:,'„gum,  Plielps,  Porter,  Pn 

United  States  was  then  called  up  and  passed  over.       |  sented.     Petitions  for  protection  of  American   iron  ;  Ind  ana.  Siuasue,  While.  Woodln 
The  senate  proceeded  to  executive  business,  and  ,  wire,  iron,  &c. 


„.»,...,    .„.   .,, ,    , .  .  ,    „      .  .        n,      T>  1   t    t  *      uuL, .,...,  ,.^^.^.  ..^v....- to  the  domestic  industry  of  the 

from  various  sections,  chiefly  Pennsylvania  and  Ma- ,  and   foreign  governments.      Mr.  B.  argued   first  to  ^  protection;  praying  also  for  a  sys- 

ryland.  •'^''"^^  t^^'  t'"^  interference  of  tne  United  States  with   ^^^  J  countervailing  duties  in  relation  to  those  na- 

Mr.  Linn  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Mis- 1  lVt'!.??r:'f^7„?r.%™oT  il  e  bi'lT  nlu  n-JosI  ex?c  sive   ^'°"-  '^at  had  excluded  our  products;  and  also  pray- 

t  oi  uie  mil  in  us  mosi  cxilusivb   ^^^  j.^^  ^^^|^  discriminations  on  American  tonnage  as 
:ht  be  found  necessary.     This  memorial,  Mr.  K. 


^ „  , from  citizens  of  Mis-  |  state  courts,  was 

souri  praying  settlement  and   military  occupation  of   He  stated  the  elfect  ,         ..  . 

'  "  and  obnoxious  forms,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  and 


Oregon  territory. 

Mr.  A'iii"-  presented  the  resolutions  of  a  meeting  of 
citizens  of"  Lowndes  county,  Alabama,  demanding 
settlement  of  the  questions  in  dispute  with  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  Woodlniry  said  that  he  had  a  resolution  to  offer, 
in  relation  to  the  new  (loo/cs,  predicated  upon  a  circu- 
lar issued  respecting  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
accounts.  He  would  send  the  resolution  and  let  it 
be  read,  and  it  could  then  lay  over  until  to-morrow. 
Mr.  W.  then  sent  to  the  chair  the  following: 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
to  the  senatti  the  exient  to  which  new  books  have 
been  opened  in  his  department  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1841,  for  keeping  the  public  accounts  separately  from 
that  date,  and  a  copy  of  the  orders  given  and  circu- 
lars issued  in  relation  thereto,  or  in  respect  to  the 
returns  by  disbursing  officers  of  their  expenditures 
since  said  date,  or  on  demands  accruing  since,  and  of 


authority  to  show  that  this  was  done,  and  qi 
laws  to  show  to  what  exient.  In  reference  to  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  public  peace,  the  inquiry  was 
whether  a  subject  in  which  all  the  states  were  inte- 
rested should  be  left  to  one  state,  itself  an  interested 
party.  Was  one  state  to  endanger  the  peace  of  all 
the  states,  or  was  the  case  at  issue  to  be  submitted 
to  a  tribunal  where  all  were-interested.'  Under  the 
laws  of  '89  in  the  case  of  Coman  vei-sus  the  state  of 
Virginia,  and  under  the  same  law,  Wooster  versus 


the  state  of  Georgia,  it  was  decided  that  the  federal  j  hy  citizens  of  Baltimore  without  distinction  to  partv. 
courts  had  the  power  of  correction  over  the  state  I  He  (Mr.  M.)  was  authorised  in  saying  that  although 
courts.     Both  of  Ihe  cases  were  criminal  cases,  and    there  were  the  names  of  some  members  of  the  demo- 


wise  to  have  been  the  amount  of  expenditures  since 
4th  March,  1841,  to  the  4th  March,  1842,  and  those 
in  the  year  previous,  set  out  separately,  not  only  in 
the  aggregate,  but  under  the  general  heads  of  civil, 
military  and  naval.  Also,  that  he  state  the  amount 
of  demands  accruing  from  the  4th  of  March,  1811, 
to  the  41  h  March,  1842,  if  in  his  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Man^un  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners  to 
draught  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  organi- 
zation of  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  M. 
thought  it  would  lake  very  lew  moments  to  dispose 
of  the  bill. 


by  treaty  or  otherwise,  interference  was  proper  and 
necessary.  It  was  no  violation  of  stale  sovereignty, 
as  had  been  stated,  thus  to  interfere  with  the  juris- 
diction which  affected  in  the  most  important  matter 
the  peace  of  the  country.  Mr.  B.  quoted  at  length 
from  authorities  to  show  that  the  proceeding.^  of  state 
courts  could  be  stayed.  The  opinion  of  chief  justice 
Jay  in  the  case  of  Chisholin,  in  which  ten  grants  of 
power  are  enumerated,  ami  where  all  cases  are 
named  under  the  constitution,  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  Slates,  under  treaties,  at  all  atlecting 
ambassadors,  and  subjects  of  foreign  nations,  to  all 
cases  of  :'.dmiraltj  and  jurisdiction,  to  all  controver- 


Biffliy,  Buchanan, 
Linn,  M -Rol'.erls,  Sevier, 
Piniih,  I't  Conncciioiit,  Siuriro'i,  Tappan,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
ams.  WoiMburv,  \Vii;!i!,  Yoinifr— IS. 
NAYS— Me  pi's  B:irinw,  Bates,  liinard.  Cl^iyfon.  Con- 
i  rnd,  Cmhhcri,  Evans,  Grah.nm,  Huntington.  Kerr,  King, 
■       -  -  :!imHioiis.  Smith,  of 

d-H— 20. 
ivir.  JlUen  gave  notice  Ihat  to  morrow  morning  he 
"fter  some  time  passed  therein,  adjourned   over  to  1      Mr.  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  as  chairman  of  the  judi-;  should  ask  the  senate  to  bring  up  the  resolution 
otter  some  time  passcu   mei      ,      j  ^.^^^  committee,  asked  for  the  consideration  of  the ;      After  transacting  the  general   business   of  their 

Apr^l  25  Mr  Smith  of  Indiana,  presented  a  pe- '  bill  for  the  extension  of  remedial  justice,  and  ex- !  calendar,  and  debating  the  bill  for  the  legal  repre- 
tit^n  from  Mess  ;.  Shiner,  Motter  and  Campbell,  of  I  plained  and  defended  it  at  length.  After  the  bill  was  scntalives  of  Nathan  Prior,  deceased,  bei,.g  a  claini 
Whee  i™      Va     manufactirers   of    crown    window    read,  !  growing  out  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek 

glass  who  state  thai   nine  different  companies  who        Mr.  Berrien  said  the  bill  proposed  to  extend  the    treaty,  the  senate  adjourned. 

have  at  various  periods  undertaken   its   manufacture  i  writ  of  Aniens  corjuis  to  cases  where  it  did  not  now  i  i„  M_Hi,j ■ 

in  the  United  States  have  sunk  for  want  of  protedion  ;  apply.     The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  now  applied  gene-  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

underforeign  competition  and  theirs  alone  remains,    rally  to  but  two  cases;  where  a  party  is  miprisoned  j      Tj^„^sj,^,.    April  21.     Mr.  A-(»ne,!y,  of  Maryland, 
Referred  to  committee  on  manufactures.  under  authority  of  the  United  States   or  imprisoned   _,^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^.^^^^  ^^  ^l^j^  ^.^^^  ,^      ^^^.^j  ^  p^tijj„„ 

Petition  from  Schuylkill  country,  for  protection  for  ,  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  the  Lnited  htates.  J  he  bnl  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^.  ^^  Baltimore,  signed  by  nine  thousand 
coal  (asking  a  duly  of  7  cents  per  bushel;)  others  for  made  a  third  case,and  authorised  interference  in  two  ^^^  ni„ety-four  eilitizens  of  "that  place  without  re- 
iron;  ready  made  clothing;  numerous  petitions  for  a  cases  those  arising  under  laws  of  the  United  btatj-.s,  ^  ^^  ^  pvaving  such  an  adjnstmeut  of  the 
tariff;    for  speedy   protection,  &c.   were  presented  ^nd  those  arising  from  treaties  between  the  Upstates     11^^^^^^  ....        ... 


„.,„„...,„... „..^  .„.....,,.-.  ...- r-.r-.-  --  o  -  -  -  mjojht  be  found  necessary.  J  nis  memorial,  ivir.  n.. 
confronting  the  objections  which  had  been  oi  which  ^^»  understood  to  say,  had  been  brought  from  the 
might  be  submitted  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He ,.  ^^  B^ni-^o.-e  u'y\  committee  of  twenty-eight 
contended  that  under  the  judicial  enactments  of  1789  I  -^jj^^g,,,  jj  ,^.^5  s^g  yards  in  length.  Mr.  K.  mov- 
the  United  States  court  had  power  to  conlrol  civil  |^  ^j^^,  ^^  ^^^^_,|^  ^^  j,^^^^^,^^,.;^,  ^-^  ,.^|^jg^,  j„j„„,es- 
cases  to  a  certain  extent  in  state  courts.  He  quoted  i„j„st,.v  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
and  quoted    _._  ,,.  _  ^...J    _.  ., _    ,, , ,,„,,  ,,„„.,  „.,•„. 


on  the  state  of  the  union,  (to  whom  had  been  refer- 
red the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Saltinslall  from  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures.)  Agreed  to.  And  that  so 
much  as  related  to  countervailing  duties  and  to  the 
tonnage  on  American  shipping  be  refei-rcd  to  the 
committee  on  commerce.     Agreed  to. 

And  Mr.  K.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed. 

Mr.  John  T.  Mason  said  that  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Kennedy)  had  stated  that  this  memorial  was  signed 


cratic  parly  attached  to  the  memorial,  yet  that  the 
number  of  them  was  incor.siderahie. 

Mr.  Kennedy.  Very  well,  I  am  very  happy  to  hear 
it.  The  memorial  is  signed  by  upwards  of  nine 
thousand  citizens  of  Baltimore.  I  am  happy  to  hear 
that  they  are  all  good  whigs  or  nearly  so.  [Laughter, 
and  cries  of  "good  good."] 

[J\'ole  to  the  reporter.  In  reply  to  this  remark  of 
-Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Mism  requests  the  reporter  to 
state  that  he  understands  that  a  great  number  of  the 
names  attached  to  the  memorial  were  the  names  of 
those  who  do  not  reside  in  Baltimore,  but  that  they 
were  gathered  from  travellers  at  the  rail  road  and 
steamboat  offices  in  the  city.] 

Mr.  Everett  was. understood  to  say  that,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  .Uii>,m)  had  thought 
proper  to  give  a  political  character  to  this  memorial, 
he  (Mr.  E.)  would  move  that  the  names  be  printed. 
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e  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on    Board -nnii  51^000;  Ri':;E;s,  50.159 
iLion,  by   ay&s  70,  iioes  qj 


A  motio 
the  lahk; 
agreed  to. 

So  the  motion  to  print  was  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  MedUt,  presented  the  resolutions  of  citizens  of 
Hosking  valley,  his  constituents  in  Oliio,  in  relation 
to  controversies  to  Great  Britain,  against  her  occu- 
pation of  northeast  territory  in  contravention  of  the 
plain  and  specilic  treaty  of  1783,  asserting  the  Ore- 
gon boundary  as  established  witii  Spain  a*  42°  and 
with  Russia  at  54°  40'  north  latitude,  the  inviolacy 
of  American  citizens,  resistance  to  the  right  of  search 
against  any  power  on  earth,  abhorrence  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  satisfaction  for  the  Caroline  outra 


t,  Pendle- 
lu;i,  ■.Jliiiio.i,  and  Ke.iini;-,  oO,UOO;  \'an  Jiuren  a:id  Cal- 
houn, 45,U00;  R.  D.  Davis  and  R.  McClellan,  30.000. 

All  the  numbers  having  been  proposed,  (either  viva 
voce  by  gentlemen  in  their  seats,  or  by  sending  billets 
to  the  clerk's  table) — 

They  were  reported  by  the  clerk  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Uiuhnoood,  read  a  statement  showing  what 
would  be  the  eflcct  of  the  adoption  of  the  number  pro- 
posed by  himself.  It  would  leave  four  states  with 
one  member  each;  seven  states  with  two  members; 
three  states  with  three  members;  four  states  with  four 


^c„  w«..>-  ..„„^  .,„..a,ut..,u..  .u.  Li.o  ^^utuj..  o  „ui,..  u  mbers;  fourstates  with  five  members;  beside  which 

fui'firment  orftTr.' WebsVer's  d"ema^ri'n"hiriette'rs°t'o  I  ^''1'"',^  ^'''°"'''  ^^'"'  ^'S'"'  Pennsylvania  twelve,  and 
Mr.  Fox  of  date  April  24,  18-lJ,  adherence  to  the  !  ^- ^^V""'''''"'';'"'-  It  would  leave  a  smaller  fractmn, 
general  governraeDt  in  maintaining  the  riglits  and  j '""' "'*°  ,'9^  ?""='"""?'''"  P^Po^'^'^' ^iJ*'"^  °"^-  ^r, 
honor  of  the  nation  however  differing  from  it  on  I  f^'  ="'S"«''  '" ''»™'"  of  having  a  house  of  limited  num- 
points  of  domestic  policy  and  to  place  fortifications  :  ,  ^'■^'  ^^  ']\°'^°  favorable  to  cool  and  intelligent  legis- 
and  navy  in  best  state  for  defence.     Objection  being    '^'■'°" 


made,  the  resolutions  were  not  received 

Mr.  Everett  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
portionment bill.     No  objection  being  made,  Mr. 
~  Allen,  of  Maine,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

When  the  committee  adjourned  last  evening  the 
state  of  the  question  was  as  follows: 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois,  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Everett,  fixing  the  ratio  at  70,680  had 
been  stricken  out,  and  58,000  had  been  inserted. 

Mr.  Ciifiking  having  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
insert  50,301,  by  striking  out  58,000,  the  ckciirmun  de- 
cided the  amendment  of  iMr.  Cusk'wg  to  be  out  of  or- 
der. 

And  stated  the  pending  question  to  be  on  striking 
out  68,000,  [the  number  in  the  original  bill,]  and  in- 
serting 58,000." 

Mr.  J.  T.  Mason,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  the 
committee  that  tlie  ratio  of  representation  should  be 
reduced  from  68,000,  as  contemplated,  to  62,000. 

Mr.  Tilllngkast.  of  Rhode  Island,  v/as  opposed  to 
the  number  niiuied,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  de- 
prive his  state  of  a  representative.  He  thought  300 
or  280  meinbrrs  were  just  as  competent  to  do  busi- 
ness as  the  present  number. 

Mr.  Ttiuinpson,  of  Indiana,  was  in  favor  of  a  larger 
number  and  named  100,000.  The  efiect  would  be 
to  reduce  the  number  of  representatives  to  140,  and 
this  would  re.->tore  order  in  the  house,  and  be  econo- 
mical also. 

Mr,  Brcivn,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in  favor  of  such 
a  number  as  wouki  give  as  uiany  representatives  as 
we  now  had,  and  no  more.  Mr.  jj.  thought  the  prin- 
ciple of  Mr.  Thmnjison  if  carried  out  would  reduce 
the  control  of  the  house  to  a  few  and  if  carried  fully  out 
would  bring  it  down  to  one,  and  that  one  perhaps 
himself.  He  made  no  professions  of  being  disinte- 
rested; ami  thought  if  the  nuir.uer  v/ere  small  it 
likely  consist  of  lawyers;  and  few  farmers  would 
ever  be  tliere.  He  proposed  a  measure  originally 
proposed  by  Mr.  Ilr'i^gs  that  every  member  should 
propose  the  number  he  thought  best  and  that  tile  vote 
be  taken  on  each  number  so  proposed  beginning  at 
the  higiie^t. 

Mr.  Tiiompson  contended  tliat  Mr.  Bmon  was  for 
a  talliiug  number,  while  he  himself  was  for  a  busi- 
ness number.  Mr.  B.  was  incessantly  talking  while 
he  seldom  obtruded  himself  on  the  house. 

Mr.  liotls  was  in  favor  of  the  mode  suggested  by 
Mr.  B)\'gs  and  Mr.  JJroivn,sov  arriving  at  the  number. 

The  jiouse  then  struck  out  the  number  68,000  m 
the  original  bill,  and  it  was  lelt  blank. 

Motions  were  then  received  by  the  chair  for  filling 
the  blank,  whereupon  the  follov.'ing  numbers  were 
proposed; 

By  Mr.  Underwood,  141,000;  R.  W.  Thompson, 
114,00i);  Watterson,  105,000;  Turney,  102,000;  Mor- 
gan, 100,000;  Chapman, '.I (,000:  Rogers,  92,000;  C. 
Johnson,  90,000;  Warren,  80,tJ00;  James  Russell, 
78,365;  Ridgway,  75,500;  Saunders,  74,500;  Jacob 
Thompson,  74,100;  J.  Irvin,  74,000;  Gamble,  McKay 
and  .VJathiot,  7;J,000;  E.  U.  White,  71,000;  Gilmer, 
Wise  and  Stokely,  70,630;  Lewis,  63,906;  Khett  and 
W.  Butler,  66,000;  C.  Brown,  baniel,  and  P.  C. 
Caldwell,  65,500;  Habersliam,  63,500;  Snyder,  63,000; 
Blair,  62,500;  W.  Smith,  62,279;  Randolph,  62,172; 
Powell,  A.  iMarshall,  Halstcd  and  Hopkins,  62,000; 
Houston,  61,167;  Uean,  60,778;  Linn,  J.  Brown,  and 
Read,  60,700;  J.  Cooper  and  John  C.  Clark,  60,500; 
J.  C.  Edwards,  60,000;  Pieynolds,  59,506;  Graham, 
59,241;  Balls,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  and  \Vm.  W.  Irwiu, 
58,900;  Everett,  58,250;  Caruthers  and  A.  V.  Brown, 
58,152;  Arnold,  58,000;  Colquit  and  Gordon,  57,831; 
Riggs.  57,830;  lluuard,  57,5U0;  Moore,  57,000;  East- 
man, 56,914,  Aiherton,  56,746;  M.  A.  Cooper,  56,200; 
Green,  54,500;  VV.U.  Bailer,  54,378;  Owsley,  54,265; 
Tillinghast  and  J.  P.  Kennedy,  54,000;  Shields  and 
Pearce,  53,999;  Fornance,  53,800;    Stratton,  53,000: 


Sanford,  52,285;   Howard   52,100;  Holmes,   51,300;  I  body. 


He  believed  that  less  than  half  the  present 
number  of  representatives  would  do  more  business, 
and  do  it  better  than  the  existing  number.  He  de- 
precated any  large  increase  of  members,  as  (eliding 
toward  a  mob  government,  by  confusion,  crowing 
like  cocks,  braying  like  asses,  shufiling  with  feet, 
coughing,  and  other  similar  expedients  now  pursued 
in  the  house  of  commons  in  England.  If  this  was 
what  gentlemen  really  desired,  then  let  them  take 
the  lowest  average  that  had  been  proposed. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  in  favor  of  a  numerous  house  of 
representatives,  and  founded  his  arguments  for  it,  as 
he  said,  on  the  constitution.  If  it  had  been  the  in- 
tention of  the  Cramers  of  that  instrument  to  separate 
tiie  powers  of  government  into  three  distinct  depart- 
ments, independent  of  each  other,  then  the  experi- 
ment had,  in  practice,  signally  failed.  The  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature  was  in  lact  the  goveriiinent, 
and  all  attempts  of  the  executive,  and  of  the  other 
branch,  to  counterbalance  it  had  proved  unavailing. 
Such  being  the  ca.se,  it  was  important  to  guard  it 
against  corruption;  and  nothing  tended  more  to  this 
result  than  enlarging  its  number.  He  referred  in  il- 
lustration, to  the  days  of  general  Jackson,  when  the 
will  of  one  man  had  wielded  the  po\ver  of  the  na- 
tion; and  cited  the  course  pursued  by  the  elder 
Adams  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts, 
when  he  had  proposed  a  very  numerous  popular  le- 
gislature as  the  best  safeguard  to  liberty. 

Mr.  Pnjie  said  he  had  once  been  in  favor  of  a  di- 
minished number  of  representatives,  as  a  means  of 
avoiding  the  confusion  and  delay  which  now  too 
much  prevailed;  but,  on  further  reiiection,  and  after 
more  experience,  he  had  come  to  the  belief  that  for 
the  preservation  of  liberty  the  lai'ger  the  number  of 
representatives  of  tlie  people  the  better.  He  refer- 
red, in  support  of  a  numerous  delegation,  to  the 
course  of  General  Washington,  who  had  proposed, 
-  Jn  convention,  to  make  the  restriction  in  the  con- 
UHBtitution  as  low  as  30,000.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
many  of  the  greatest  of  the  Virginia  statesmen  that 
as  you  increased  the  number  of  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives in  the  legislature,  you  increased  the  actual 
power  of  th"  people.  Mr.  P.  advocated  a  compara- 
tively small  congressional  district,  as  better  enabling 
the  representative  to  have  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  his  constituents,  and  rendering  him  more  inde- 
pendent of  the  misrepresentations  of  a  party  press. 
It  would  be  harder  to  prostrate  an  honest  man  in  a 
smaller  than  in  a  very  large  district.  The  power  nf 
wealth,  too,  would  be  less  felt.  He  believed  a  house 
with  five  hiuidred  members  would  preserve  more 
order  in  its  proceedings,  and  would  have  a  smaller 
number  of  debaters,  than  one  of  the  present  size. 

ilr.  Davis,  of  New  York,  very  warmly  opposed 
the  number  no'.v  under  consideration,  and  contended 
for  a  small  average  and  a  numerous  house  of  the 
people.  As  to  the  objection  from  increased  expense, 
he  had  a  ready  mode  of  meeting  that:  whicli  w  as,  to 
reduce  thepc/i/iemof  members  to  ij,4,  and  abolish  tlicir 
franking  privilege.  He  avowed  il  as  his  earnest  de- 
sire to  get  more  of  the  people  into  the  house  and 
fewer  gentlemen.  He  recognised  no  such  class  in 
the  community;  he  wanted  to  see  the  hard-handed 
mechanics  and  farmers  on  that  fljor.  He,  too,  be- 
lieved a  house  of  five  hundred  members  would  be 
more  orderly  and  would  do  business  more  expedi- 
tiously. The  necessity  of  such  a  man's  making  a 
speech  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of  his  constituents 
\vould  in  such  a  house  be  superceded — the  niembers 
would  be  acting  voting  men,  not  talking  men.  Mr. 
D.  wanted  to  change  the  tone  of  manners  and  feel- 
ings in  this  metropolis.  He  felt  himself  a  stranger 
here,  and  wa:itcd  an  almosphcre  round  him  more 
congenial  to  those  he  represented.  The  house  ought 
to  be  a  living,  acting  emanation  from  the  people,  and 
should  be  composed  of  materials  of  the  same  sort 
with  thera.  He  would  gladly  see  its  numbers  doubl- 
ed. As  it  was  nov/,  he  never  had  seen  more  disor- 
der and  less  decorum  and  efficiensy  in  any  legislative 


Mr.  Urideniwod  further  advocated  the  amendment 
j  he  had  proposed,  and  argued  against  the  principle  of 
jihc  gentleman  who  had  opposed  it,  and  had  contend- 
ed for  a  numerous  representation.  From  1789  to  tho 
'  present  time  the  members  of  the  house  had  increas- 
ed from  69  to  242.  Our  population  was  now  seven- 
teen millions.  It  was  doubling  itself  every  twenty- 
five  years,  and  figures  would  show  that,  in  twenty- 
five  years  more,  we  should  at  that  rate  have  thirty- 
four  millions,  and  then  again  sixty-eight  millions; 
[and  in  twenty-five  years  further,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  millions;  all  within  the  period  of  a  single 
life  time.  Now,  if  gentlemen  proceeded  on  the 
ground  that,  in  order  to  the  safety  of  liberty,  we 
j  must  have  a  representative  for  every  fifty  thousand 
I  people,  in  seventy-five  years  from  th'is  lime  our  house 
of  represenlatives  would  number  tv^'0  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty  members. 

[A  voice,  "How  long  would  it  take  to  call  the 
yeas  and  nays.'"] 

I  Could  this  be  necessary  to  the  security  of  the  peo- 
ple's rights.'  Mr.  U.  passed  a^high  enlogium  on  Mr. 
Pope,  but  put  it  to  that  gentleman's  candor  to  say 
whether  his  own  principle  did  not  need  some  restric- 
tion.' 

Mr.  U.  reminded  gentlemen  that  this  was  not  a  lo- 
cal municipal  govern.ment,  but  one  formed  chiefly 
with  an  aspect  to  our  foreign  relations:  in  such  a  go- 
'  vernmcnt  identity  of  feeling  with  the  people  was  the 
main  thing  to  be  preserved;  and  this  could  bo  secured 
whether  the  number  of  representatives  was  larger  or 
smaller.  One  gentleman  had  urged  that  large  num- 
bers in  a  large  district  would  be  more  susceptible  to 
the  influence  of  wealth;  another  had  insisted  that 
multiplying  the  members  of  the  house  was  the  way 
to  prevent  its  being  bought  up  by  the  executive.  The 
arguments  of  gentlemen  cut  each  others  throats.  To 
;  enlarge  the  congressional  districts  would  raise  the 
character  of  the  representative:  it  would  break  the 
power  of  mere  shake  hands  and  grog  shop  influence, 
and  would  require  more  weight  of  character  to  se- 
cure a  man's  election.  As  to  greatly  enlightening 
the  people  by  personal  intercourse,  but  little  could 
be  done;  ifthey  were  to  be  enlightened,  it  must  be  by 
circulars.  [.4  voice.  "But  how  if  they  can't  read.'"] 
Then  it  would  be  of  little  use  for  a  member  of 
congress  to  go  through  the  district  as  a  schoolmaster 
teaching  his  people  to  read  and  write.    [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  U.  concluded  by  dwelling  on  the  influence  of 
his  plan  in  elevating  the  smaller  states  on  the  floor, 
and  giving  them  also  more  weight  in  a  presidential 
election. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  differed  toto  calo  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  on  his  right,  (Mr.  Pope),  and 
insisted  that  the  history  of  this  government  did  not 
show  that  a  less  numerous  body  was  more  easily 
corrupted  than  a  larger.  The  senate,  a  less  nume- 
rous body  than  the  house,  was  the  chief  check  upon 
the  executive,  both  on  the  score  of  appointments  and 
also  in  the  treaty  making  power.  If  he  attempted 
to  buy  any  it  v/ould  be  them;  yet  the  constitution  had 
given  but  two  senalors  even  to  a  slate  containing 
j  two  millions  and  a  half  of  people.  There  had  never 
I  but  a  single  instance  of  attempted  direct  bribery  been 
I  proved,  and  in  that  the  attempt  was  not  made  upon 
the  senate  but  in  that  house. 

[Mr.  ,S'/jrig;g  interposed,  and  referred  to  an  usurpa- 
tion by  the  senate,  in  1837,  of  the  powers  and  prero- 
gatives of  the  house  in  originating  money  bills.] 

Mr.  Wise  insisted  that  this  made  in  favor  of  his 
side  of  the  argument,  for  all  originating  of  money 
bills  by  this  house  must  cease  if  its  numbers  were 
greatly  augmented.  Money  bills  had  now  to  be  cor- 
rected and  patched  by  the  senate,  arid  if  the  mem- 
bers were  multiplied,  they  would  be  still  more  im- 
perfect and  defective.  In  a  large  house,  the  oppor- 
tunity to  bribe  was  easier  than  in  a  small;  for  it  must 
act  under  leaders,  and  it  was  only  to  bribe  the  lead- 
ers and  the  executive  co':ld  secure  the  control  of  the 
body.  Mr.  W.  extended  similar  reasoning  to  all  po- 
pidar  meetings;  spoke  of  his  experience  in  such  as- 
semblies; and  gave  an  edifying  account  of  the  machi- 
nery used  on  such  occasions;  the  preparation  of  re- 
solutions cut  and  dried  beforehand;  the  designation 
and  training  of  speakers;  the  supplying  them  with 
points  of  argument,  &.C.  and  the  carrying  of  the  re- 
sult by  a  huzza.  It  might  bo  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry 
vvlio  huzzaed,  but  il  was  the  leaders  who  were  to  be 
bribed:  the  people  could  not  be. 

Genllemen  seemed  to  have  had  the  British  house 
of  commons  before  their  eyes;  just  as  ifthey  were  a 
representation  of  the  people  of  England.  It  was  no 
such  thing;  it  was  a  representation  of  the  ministry  in 
power,  or  soon  to  come  into  power.  The  members, 
a  large  majority  of  them,  were  absent  most  of  the 
time,  and  were  sent  for  when  their  voles  were  want- 
ed. This  was  the  natural  result  of  a  very  numerous 
legislative  body.  A  house  so  constituted  would  ne- 
cessarily throw  the  whole  power  of  the  government 
into  the  hands  of  the  senate  and  the  executive.     In 
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the  Inst  war  the  house  had  contnined  a  little  over  a 
hiindreri  members;  and  even  then  it  had  at  or.e  tiife 
sat  three  weeks,  vvithoiit  a  recess,  before  it  could  get 
a  question.  Had  it  consisted  of  three  hundred  men, 
what  would  have  become  of  the  conntrj?  The  capitol 
miiihl  have  been  battered  down  before  the  house  of 
representatives  could  have  voted  a  man  or  a  dollar  to 
defend  it.  As  to  the  argument  for  reducing  the  pay 
of  members,  it  was  an  argument  to  the  aristocrarv — 
its  tendency  was  to  fill  the  house  only  with  tliem; 
poor  men  could  not  afford  to  come  here.  If  the  gen- 
tleman was  so  anxious  to  see  butchers  and  bakers  in 
the  house,  he  took  the  wrong  course  to  bring  them 
into  il.  AVhy,  a  man  could  not,  as  it  was,  bear  the 
expense  of  a  foreign  mission  unless  he  had  a  fortune; 
and  so  it  v\-ould  be  in  this  house;  unless  he  was  willing 
to  break  himself,  break  his  friends,  and  ruin  his  wife 
and  children.  Besides,  the  constitution  required  one- 
half  the  total  nnmber  of  the  house  to  constitute  a 
quorum,  (in  tlie  house  of  commons  forty  men  were 
sufficient),  and  how  much  of  the  time  had  ihe  pre- 
sent bouse  contained  over  one  hundred  and  sixty 
members?  What  would  a  house  do  with  double  its 
number.'  There  would  be  an  eternal  call  of  the 
house;  and  each  call  would  consume  hours.  Parlia- 
ment was  the  local  as  well  as  the  general  legislature; 
the  only  legislature;  but  here  we  had  twenty-four  lo- 
cal legislatures;  hence  neighborhood  representation 
•was  not  called  for.  A  local  legislature  ouglit  to  be 
large;  a  national  need  not  be.  The  present  number 
of  the  house  just  steered  between  the  benefits  of 
both  plans;  while  it  never  was  led,  it  was  always 
misled.  Never,  since  Mr.  W.  had  held  a  iSeat  here, 
had  it  been  so  inefficient  a  body  as  it  was  at  this  mo- 
ment. The  deterioration  had  been  constant,  as  well 
in  the  despatch  of  business  as  in  tiie  manner  and  the 
matter  of  its  debates.  All  owing,  as  he  believed,  to 
its  overgrown  size. 

Mr.  Sprigs;  was  very  animated  and  very  indignant 
in  his  comnients  on  the  derogatory  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  the  present  character  and  standing  of  the 
house  with  which  Mr.  Whe  had  concluded.  He 
considered  it  a  part  of  a. conspiracy  by  "base  lick- 
spittle fellows"  to  "slang  whang  the  house,"  with  a 
view  to  degrade  it  in  the  public  estimation.  He  re- 
ferred especially  to  a  communication  in  the  nev/s- 
papers  from  a  naval  officer,  who  had  afterwards 
come  crav\'ling  on  his  knees  to  ask  the  pardon  of 
congress.  He  was  ashamed  this  low  slang  should  be 
countenanced  by  members  on  the  floor.  The  gentle- 
man had  said  this  house  liad  been  deteriorating  ever 
since  he  bad  been  in  it,  and  signified  somelhing  about 
leaving  it.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  do  so; 
then  perhaps  the  house  would  grow  better.  God 
knew  there  was  no  one  man  in  it  whose  absence 
■would  so  highly  improve  it. 

As-  to  what  had  been  said  by  a  colleague  of  his, 
(Mr.  Uii(kiii;ood),  about  shake-liands  and  dram-drink- 
ing influence,  he  thought  a  man  who  would  shake  a 
•  good  fellow  by  the  hand,  ^nd  drink  a  glass  of  v^ine 
■with  him  in  friendship,  much  better  than  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Temperance  Society,  or  the 
Congressional  Temperance  Society  either.  [Laugh.] 
It  was  an  insult  to  the  liouse  to  base  nn  argu- 
ment before  it  on  the  hypothesis  Ihal  its  members 
could  be  bought  up.  What  had  drinking  a  glass  of 
good  whiskey  with  a  man's  consliluenls  to  do  with 
cheating  thein  and  deceiving  them?  Yet  this  was  his 
colleague's  argument.  If  it  h-ad  come  from  some 
feliowalong  on  the  northeast  coast  he  should  not  so 
much  liave  minded  it;  but  to  come  from  a  colleague 
of /lis.'  The  house  of  lords  were  greater  gentlemen 
than  the  house  of  commons!  and  so  senators  were 
decenter  men  (ban  we!  He  denied  tliat  it  was  the 
Benate  that  was  a  check  upon  the  executive.  No:  it 
was  this  house  that  was  his  check;  and  never  had  a 
set  of  fellows  shown  themselves  more  obstreperous 
to  an  executive  than  this  congress  had  to  John  Ty- 
ler. [Laugliter.]  His  colleague  seemed  to  think 
that  if  he  could  but  represent  141,00U  people  he 
■would  be  a  much  greater  man  than  he  is  now — per- 
haps almost,  or  quite,  equal  to  a  senator.  Great 
God!  (exclaimed  Mr.  S.)  a'n't  you  contenl?  If  Mr. 
S.  did  not  think  himself  fully  equal  to  any  senator 
breathing  he  would  straight  walk  out  of  that  hall. 
Ho  spoke  in  complimentary  terms  of  the  present  and 
late  senators  from  his  stale,  and  congratulated  him- 
self that  he  had  heartily  voted  for  them  both,  and 
against  his  clleagiie. 

Air.  Ututcrwncd  hero  observed  that  he  never  had 
been  a  caiidiilatc:  Ills  name  had  been  run  without 
Ills  knowledge  or  consent. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Underwood  proposing  Hl.UOU  was  rejected 
without  a  count,  and  also  ever)  number  was  reji:cled 
successively  down  to  GU,5U0,  which  last  was  adopled 
by  a  vote  t>(  Ii2  to  dO. 

'Ihe  ■'uniii.illce  therefore  agreed  to  fill  tlie  blank 
of  tlie  hill  with  the  represciilative  number  of  6U,.'>U0 
■End  then  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


Friday  Apiiil  S9.  Mr.  B'^lh  arose  to  a  point  of 
order.  He  found  the  following  in  the  journal  of  the 
house. 

"Under  the  order  of  the  house  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
Mr.  Patrick  G.  Goode  laid  on  the  clerk's  table  reso- 
lutions adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Ashtabula,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  the  11th  of 
April  instant,  approving  the  conduct  of  Joshua  R. 
Giddings,  late  a  member  of  the  house  from  the  state 
of  Ohio,  in  introducing  certain  resolutions  into  the 
house  on  the  21st  of  March  last;  also  strongly  dis- 
approving the  course  pursued  by  the  house  on  the  22d 
of  the  same  month  towards  Mr.  Giddings  in  conse- 
quence of  the  introduction  of  his  said  resolution; 
which  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table." 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  no  such  resolutions  had  been 
presented  to  the  house;  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Gnode)  had  yesterday  laid  those  resolutions  on 
the  table;  they  were  not  presented  to  the  house.  He 
moved  that  that  passsage  be  stricken  out  from  the 
journal.  . 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  journal  in  express  terras 
states,  not  that  they  were  presented,  but  that  they 
were  laid  on  the  table  under  the  order  of  the  house 
of  the  Sfllh  ult.  After  much  warm  discussion 
in  which  Mr.  Bolls  and  Mr.  Gonde  partook  the 
speaker  explained  that  under  the  20th  rule,  which 
provided  that  the  speaker  should  "call  for  petitions 
from  Ihe  members  of  each  state,"  &c.  although  the 
single  words  "petitions"  was  used,  yet  the  unifo 
practice  of  the  house  had  been  to  receive  not  only 
petitions,  but  resolutions  of  legislatures  and  resolu- 
tions of  primary  assemblies  of  the  people;  and  un 
the  general  authority  given  to  the  speaker  under  the 
order  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  .Idams),  the  speaker  had  been 
governed  by  what  had  been  the  practice  of  the  house 
hitherto,  and  had  acted  on  resolutions  of  legislator 
and  of  primary  as-semblages  of  the  people  as  well  as 
on  petitions.  This,  the  speaker  had  thought,  he  was 
bound  to  do. 

Mr.  Bolts  considered  the  introduction  thus  of  those 
resolutions  censuring  the  house  as  a  violation  of  th 
rule  adopted  on  motion  of  Mr.  .^liUuiis,  which  was 
confined  expressly  to  petitions.  Did  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  rise  in  his  place  openly  and  above  board, 
and  ask  that  these  resolutions  might  be  entered  on 
the  journal?  No.  He  had  presented  them  at  the 
clerk's  table  without  the  knowledge  of  a  single  mem- 
ber. It  was  due  at  least  from  the  soulliern  members 
if  not  from  Ihe  northern,  to  protect  this  body  from 
defamatory  proceedings,  and  he  was  about  to  m 
the  expulsion  of  that  man  who  holds  a  seat  by  ci 
tesy  in  this  house  [pointing  to  a  reporter  forthe  Eman- 
cipator and  Free  .4merican)  and  who  employed  him- 
self in  defaming  one  portion  of  the  members  as 
dough  faces  and  slaves.  He  received  that  paper  re. 
gularly,  he  know  not  how.  lie  lioped  meiwier! 
enough  would  be  found  to  strike  this  passage  fron 
the  journal,  and  then  expel  those  who  came  here  but 
to  defame  and  slander.  Mr.  Bolts  knew  not  of  the 
presentation  of  these  proceedings  until  after  they 
were  laid  on  the  clerk's  table.  He  did  not  think  they 
had  got  there  precisely  as  they  ought,  and  having 
taken  them  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  enquired 
whether  he  intended  to  follow  them  up  with  any  sub- 
stantive proposition,  he  had  told  him  he  did  not. 

Mr.  Goode  said  iie  had  presented  the  resolutions 
under  the  rule  adopted  by  the  house,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  avoiding  the  knowledge  of  any  member  of 
this  house,  nor  was  it  W'ithout  th.e  knowledge  of 
members  at  the  time  he  presented  them  of  what  the 
resolutions  were.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Bolts)  had  misunderstood  him,  in  supposing 
that  he  had  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  pursue  the 
.subject  further.  His  object  was  to  present  the  reso- 
tions.  He  had  placed  them  on  the  table,  where  they 
would  have  all  the  privileges  of  resolutions  present- 
ed by  any  member  of  this  house.  Tlie  resolutions 
had  got  upon  the  table  fairly  under  the  rule  of  the 
house,  and  in  the  only  manner  in  which  it  could  be 
done.  He  utterly  repelled  any  thing  like  a  charge 
imputing  to  him  any  intention  of  putting  these  reso- 
lutions on  the  table  in  a  surreptitious  manner.  The 
member  from  Ohio  did  not  intend  to  do  so.  Because 
he  held  his  scat  in  an  unobtrusive  manner,  he  did  not 
wish  gentlemen  to  suppose  it  was  because  be  did  not 
mean  to  assert  his  rights  and  privileges.  He  wished 
to  injure  the  feelings  of  no  man,  but  there  were 
principles  and  sentiments  dear  to  the  house  which 
never  could  he  trampled  on  without  a  proper  reply 
and  repulsion. 

Mr.  .Irnold  said  lie  thought  this  debate  strictly  un- 
necessary. This  attempt  of  gentlemen  to  make 
capital  out  of  the  proceedings  of  this  house  in  the 
case  of  Joshua  II.  Giddings,  in  his  opinion,  was  a 
despicable  atl^iir,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  It  showed 
that  gentlemen  were  hard  run  to  produce  materials 
of  excitement,     Mr.  Joshua  R.  Giddings  expressed 


his  opinions,  and  the  house  expressed  theirs.  And 
therefore,  Mr.  Giddings  flew  all  into  a  flutter  and 
went  home.  Had  they  not  a  right  to  express  their 
opinion  as  well  as  Mr.  Giddings?  The  attempt  was 
made  to  make  Mr.  Giddings  a  martyr.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  barefaced  attempts  to  defraud  the  pec- 
|)le  that  he  had  seen  in  the  whole  country.  He  mov- 
ed the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Goode,  of  Ohio,  said  that  he  would  take  the 
motion  to  strike  out,  if  that  should  prevail,  as  a  de- 
cisive negative,  and  would  not  offer  the  resolutions 
again  for  the  present. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Botls,  to  strike  it  out,  was  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  alBrmative,  yeas  98,  nays 
75.  So  the  said  portion  of  the  journal  was  struck 
out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coiren,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Medill,  of 
Ohio,  in  the  chair,  for  the  consideration  of  private 
business,  after  the  transaction  of  which,  the  commit- 
tee rose. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  house  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  war  department  and  governor  of 
Georgia,  since  4th  March,  1841,  in  relation  to  Indian 
depredations.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jl'nrrcn,  certain 
portions  thereof  were  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs  with  instructions  to  report  on  the 
propriety  of  making  the  appropriation  therein  asked 
for. 

Mr.  Do(lje,  of  Iowa,  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  of  American  citizens  murdered 
on  the  "neutral  grounds,"  in  Iowa,  &c.  and  what 
military  protection  is  offered  to  its  western  frontiers. 

The  house  haying  determined  their  visit  to  the 
steam  ships  on  to-morrow  adjourned  over  to  Monday 
next. 

Monday,  April  25.  The  committee  of  claims,  on 
motion  of  the  chairman,  were  allowed  to  sit  while 
tlie  house  of  representatives  were  in  session. 

Mr.  Stanly,  of  N.  C.  asked  the  house  to  take  up 
the  bill  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  reported 
April  7,  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  entitled  "an  act  to  prevent 
the  transportation  of  passengers  or  letters  coastwise 
by  foreign  steamers." 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New 
York,  moved  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  be  dis- 
ciiarged  frpm  the  consideration  of  the  act. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  were  discharged. 

Mr.  Prrffit  thought  that  the  bill  contained  princi- 
ples which  were  wrong.  There  were,  he  thought, 
too  many  restrictions  in  the  bill.  He  had  not  had 
time  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  Fillmore  slated  that  when  the  bill  was  first  re- 
ported he  had  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  passing  il. 
He  had,  hov/cver,  examined  the  subject,  and  believ- 
ed that  it  should  pass.  The  enactments  of  foreign 
nations  prohibited  the  transportation  of  goods  in  fo- 
reign vessels  and  passengers  also.  In  this  country  a 
law  had  been  long  in  force  which  applied  to  goods, 
and  none  had  been  passed  in  reference  to  passengers, 
because  until  recently  none  was  necessary. 

Mr.  dishing,  of  Mass.  made  a  brief  explanation  in 
regard  to  foreign  practices  and  law,  and  favored  the 
passage  of  the  act. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  re-commitment 
of  the  bill.  He  regretted  that  the  committee  had 
been  discharged.  There  were  provisions  in  the  bill 
for  which  he  would  not  vote. 

Mr.  Proffil  spoke  briefly  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass.  moved  that  it  be  postponed. 

Mr.  lihetl,  of  S.  C.  named  Thursday  next,  which 
motion,  after  a  brief  consideration,  prevailed. 

]\Ir.  ifndeitt^ood,  of  Ky.  moved  to  take  up  the  Dis- 
trict bank  bill.  He  thought  the  house  should  vote 
upon  the  bill  at  one  day  or  another. 

Mr.  Ererelt,  of  Vermont,  moved  that  the  house  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  fixing 
upon  the  ratio  of  representation  under  the  last  cen- 
sus.    The  motion  prevailed  by  a  large  vote. 

The  committee  on  Thursday  last  had  agreed  upon 
60,500  as  the  ratio  of  representation. 

Mr.  Underwood,  of  Ky.  moved  an  amendment  so  a« 
to  make  the  ratio  of  representation  58,000.  Olijec- 
lions  were  made,  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 
Mr.  i'ndeneood  wished  to  explain  the  injustice  done 
by  the  ratio  adopted  by  the  committee.  In  order  to 
do  this,  he  proposed  to  move  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  submitted  that  motion  to  the  committee,  upoii 
which  a  speech  was  in  order.  Mr.  f/iirfrn.-nrnf  ap- 
pealed to  the  representatives  of  the  large  stales  not 
to  adopt  a  ratio  of  representation  which  would  be 
unjust  to  the  weaker  states  of  the  union.  Mr.  U. 
having  finished, 

Mr.  .^llierton,  of  New  Hampshire  moved  to  amend 
by.striking  out  all  after  the  word  "every"  in  si."ttll 
line  and  inserting  53,999.  Mr.  A.  sustained  his  pro- 
position in  an  argument  of  some  length,  urging  iO 
propriety  and  justice. 
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Mr.  R^ynaldF  argv.ed  fit  some  Ien;^th  in  favorofsixch 
a  ratio  as  woiilJ  epalile  the  stale  of  lilinoisto  swap  a 
fraction  of  fi(;y-t\vo  thousand  for  a  member;  and 
spoke  strongly"  on  the  propriety  of  districting  the 
states  throuj^hout  the  union. 

Mr.  Brig^s  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  53.939,  and  inserting  50,179. 

Mr.  JlOurlon  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  read 
53,875. 

Mr.  Jiriggs  had  submitted  this  amendment,  he  said, 
with  a  view  to  try  the  senseof  the  committee  on  one 
point,  which  was  this:  The  ratio  proposed  by  him 
was  the  larji'est  ratio  whicii  would  leave  every  state 
in  possession  of  its  present  number  of  representa- 
tives. Mr.  B.  then  glanced  briefly  at  some  general 
considerations  which  would  influence  his  mind  in  vo- 
ting for  the  ratio  he  had  designated,  though  his  own 
preference  was  for  the  number  as  it  now  stood  in  the 
bill,  [i.  e.  60,5U0j. 

Mr.  Slokely  spoke  mainly  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Briggs.  Mr.  S.  was  in  favor  of 
keeping  the  house  down  to  the  present  number,  and, 
as  the  country  increased,  of  increasing  the  ratio  of 
representation  and  the  area  represented. 

Mr.  Win.  C.  Jnlinsnn  deprecated  the  introduction 
of  party  considerations  into  this  debate,  and  urged 
the  settlement  of  the  question  purely  on  its  own 
merits,  fie  replied  to  the  argtuuenls  of  Mr.  Stokcly^ 
and  other  gentlemen,  in  fiivor  of  a  large  ratio,  and 
advocated  an  increase  of  representation  as  best 
adapted  to  diminish  the  executive  power,  to  the  cor- 
rect expressit^n  of  the  popular  will,  and  as  in  con- 
formity lo  the  settled  policy  heretofore  pursued,  as 
demanded  by  the  augmentation  of  the  population 
and  extension  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
The  present  number  of  the  house  of  representatives 
was  less  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  electors 
than  that  of  any  legislative  body  in  the  world.  He 
should  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Mierton,)  and  if  this 
failed,  would  vote  for  any  smaller  number  down  to 
50,000,  as  calculated  to  distribute  equally  the  frac- 
tions among  the  different  states. 

Mr.  T/icm;  M?i,  of  Kentucky,  advocated  a  large 
ratio,  and  replied  to  the  argument  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Maryland  (.Mr.  lym.  C.  Johmon)  and  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  ..ilherton.)  If  the  members  of  the 
house  were  tiie  representatives  of  the  people  and  re- 
flected the  popular  will,  that  will  would  as  truly  be 
represented  by  few  as  by  many.  He  referred  to  the 
composiiion  of  the  house  of  commons  and  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies,  and  to  the  scenes  of  confusion  and 
disorder  v/itnessed  there  among  their  large  numbers, 
and  argued  that  where  the  number  was  so  increased 
the  purposes  of  deliberation  and  reason  were  lost,  as 
also  the  concentration  of  purpose  and  unity  of  action 
which  were  necessary  to  clear  and  sound  legislation. 
He  also  contended  that  the  fewer  the  members  of 
the  house  the  higher  would  be  their  character,  the 
more  liberal  and  enlarged  their  views,  the  greater 
their  individual  responsibility,  and  the  less  their  lia- 
bility to  be  swerved  by  executive  influence. 

If  a  large  number  were  elected,  they  were  with- 
drawn from  the  state  service,  and  a  greater  number 
of  political  aspirants  set  in  motion.  He  referred  to 
the  argument  against  a  reduction  of  the  members  of 
the  old  states,  contending  that  no  inequality  would 
in  this  manner  be  created,  as  they  preserved  their 
comparative  strength  and  relative  proportion.  He 
also  argued  that  the  consideration  of  economy  should 
not  be  overlooked,  as  an  argument  for  the  reduction 
of  the  representation. 

JNIr.  TiUwglicist  said  the  subject  resolved  itself  into 
two  simple  propositions;  one,  to  reduce  the  number 
of  the  house  on  the  principle,  in  consideration  of  the 
convenience  and  despatch  of  business  and  the  ease 
and  quietness  of  deliberation,  that  it  would  be  safer 
to  trust  the  legislation  of  the  country  to  a  select  bo- 
dy moie  similar  in  its  composition  to  the  Senate;  and 
the  other,  to  observe  the  democratic  principle  of  re- 
presentation (as  sjyled  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  Mr.  .illkerion)  up  to  the  point  of  retain- 
ing the  present  representation  of  each  state.  The 
house  had  decided,  as  to  the  first,  that  the  number 
was  not  to  be  reduced,  and  by  the  number  adopted 
it  had  been  increased.  He  was  for  taking  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Briggs)  for  the  purpose  of  cttecting  the  latter  ohjeet, 
which  only  remained  for  their  execution. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  laid  down  the  following 
propositions  as  axioms,  viz:  that  the  unrepresented 
fractions  in  the  whole  Union  should  be  small;  that 
the  fractions  of  each  section  of  the  Union  should  be 
small;  that  the  average  fractions  from  the  dilfercnt 
sections  should  be  nearly  the  same;  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  states  having  very  large  fractions  should  be 
very  few.  He  referred  to  and  based  his  argument 
on  a  calculation  made  by  professor  McKay  of  Frank- 
lin college,  Georgia,  embracing  the  different  ratios 
between  70,000  and  55,000,  and  thence  advocated  as 


possessing  all  the  above  mentioned  requisites  the  ra- 
tio of  56,200,  into  an  examination  of  the  results  of 
which  to  the  difiisrent  sections  of  the  Union,  and  to 
the  individual  states  he  entered.  Mr.  C  gave  way 
to  a  motion  by 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise.  Which  motion  prevailing,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Fillmm'e,  on  leave  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing upon  the  secretary  of  state  for  a  copy  of  the 
tariff'  lately  proposed  in  Great  Britain  with  reduc- 
tions thereof  to  American  denominations,  &c.,  and 
on  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday  April  26.  The  house  went  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  Mr.  ii!/ni  of  Maine  was  called 
to  the  chair  and  the  apportionment  bill  was  taken 
up. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Cooper  of  Geor- 
gia, Mr.  fVhile  of  Indiana,  Mr".  Bidlack  and  Cooper  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Everett,  Mr.  Citrii- 
thers,  Mr.  Duris,  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Bowne,  and  the 
question  on  the  amendment  inserting  50,179  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Briggs  was  taken  and  by  yeas  70, 
nays  72,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  recurring  to  Mr.  Atherlon^s  amend- 
ment, as  thus  amended, 

Mr.  Everett  moved  an  amendment,  which  was  as 
follows: 

"That  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  the  house  of 
representatives  shall  consist  of  members  elected  ac- 
cording to  the  ratio  that  shall  in  the  respective  states 
nearest  approximate  to  the  ratio  of  one  represenla- 

tive  for  every person  in  each  state,  computed 

according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Slates." 

Mr.  E.  said  he  had  left  the  number  in  the  resolu- 
tion blank,  in  order  to  present  the  principle  simply  to 
the  house.  If  it  approved  Ihe  principle,  the  number 
could  easily  be  arranged  afterward.  He  considered 
it  as  the  only  principle  which  was,  practically,  con- 
stitutional; the  only  principle  which  carried  out  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  constitution  on  the  subject 
of  congressional  representation.  It  represented  the 
representation  of  fractions,  in  a  v/ay  conformable  to 
the  constitution.  A  perfect  proportion  of  represen- 
tation to  actual  population  was  confessedly  imprac- 
ticable; if  it  could  be  obtained,  that  would  be  con-, 
stitutional,  and  no  other;  but  as  this  was  obviously 
impo.ssible,  then  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the 
constitution  we  must  approach  as  near  it  as  practica- 
ble. 

Mr.  Wise,  Brown  and  Johnson  opposed  it.  They 
considered  that  fractions  should  not  be  represented. 
It  had  never  been  the  custom.  The  opinion  and  veto 
of  Washington  were  against  it. 

The  question  being  then  put,  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Ererelt  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

Mr.  Alherton^  amendment  as  amended  by  Mr. 
Briggs  (inserting  .50,179)  was  then  corrected  by  a  vote 
of  ayes  90,  noes  59. 

Mr.  Halsled  then  said  that  he  had  been  instructed 
by  the  committee  on  elections  to  report  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  which  he  sent  to  the  chair,  and 
which  related  to  the  manner  of  holding  the  elec- 
tions m  the  several  states  for  representatives  in  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Murton  argued  to  show  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Underwood  took  the  ground  that  the  amend- 
ment was  not  in  order  because  it  proposed  to  con- 
gress to  do  that  which  it  had  no  constitutional  power 
to  do,  viz:  direct  the  state  legislatures  how  to  act  in 
the  matter  of  state  elections  to  congress. 

Mr.  Halsled  replied,  and  quoted  the  constitu- 
tion, which  declares  that  congress  has  power  to  ap- 
point the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  state 
elections. 

Mr.  Coiqu!/ denied  the  constitutionality  of  such  a 
law  as  the  amendment  proposed,  and  inquired  if  a 
state  should  refuse  to  obey,  how  it  was  going  to  be 
enforced?  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  consent  to 
withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mi-.  Halsled  said  he  could  not  do  so,  having  been 
ordered  to  move  it. 

Mr.  Colquil  then  said  he  should  move  as  an  amend- 
ment that  the  state  of  Georgia  be  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  the  law.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  Carolina,  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  contended  that  in  this,  llie  popular  branch 
of  the  legislature,  the  true  principle  of  the  constitu- 
tion was,  that  minorities  as  well  as  majorities  should 
be  represented;  but  where  the  general  ticket  system 
prevailed  the  voice  of  the  minorily  was  suppressed. 
Mr.  C.  desired  to  preserve  the  iufl.ience  of  th?  small 
states.  Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and  Alabama  now 
elected  by  general  ticket;  and  the  consequence  was, 
that,  they  had  a  stronger  voice  than  the  largest  states 
who  went  on  the  district  plan:  while  New  Jersey,  in 
such  a  case,  made  her  voice  tell  as  six,  the  voice  of 


New  York,  numerous  as  was  her  delegation,  told  but 
as  two.  The  large  states,  feeling  this,  would  soon 
resort  to  the  plan  of  a  general  ticket,  and  then  what 
became  of  the  influence  of  the  small  stalps.=  Thr-v 
must  he  lost  and  swallowed  up.  Should  N.  York" 
for  example,  resort  to  that  system,  though  her  po- 
pulation might  be  so  equally  divided  that  one  parly 
exceeded  the  other  but  by  a  single  man,  the  prepon- 
derance of  that  one  man  would  give  to  the  state  for- 
ty votes  on  that  floor  in  favor  of  his  side  of  the  ques- 
tion: a  power  equal  to  one-sixth  of  all  the  rest  of 
the  union.  On  all  the  question:!  peculiar  to  southern 
interests,  the  northern  states,  owjng  to  Ihe  district 
system,  were  now  divided,  while  the  southern  voted 
in  solid  phalanx:  hut  let  the  general  ticket  prevail, 
and  they  would  overv/helm  the  snulh.  He  had  once 
doubted  the  constitutionality  of  the  amendment,  but, 
on  fuller  examination,  his  doubts  had  been  removed;  ' 
the  constitutional  objection  v.'as  wholly  technical. 

Mr.  TiUhighast  thought  the  objection  urged  by  Mr. 
Underirood  strong,  and  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  seemed  to  feel  ils  force.  The  conslitution 
reserved  to  the  states  the  right  to  regulate  Ihe  time, 
place,  and  manner  of  stale  elections  just  as  they 
pleased,  until  congress  should  take  up  the  subjec't 
and  act  upon  it:  congress  had  not  yet  done  this:  and 
till  then,  it  had  no  right  to  direct  Ihe  states  how  to 
act  in  the  matter.  The  amendmentdid  not  legislate, 
but  called  on  the  states  to  legislats,  which  was  quite 
another  thing. 

Mr.  Cninblc  had  no  doubt  that  congress  had  power 
to  district  the  stales:  but  the  language  of  Ihe  consti- 
tution was  merely  permissive,  not  obligatory.  Con- 
gress could  act,  if  it  pleased,  upon  the  whole  sub- 
ject: but  it  could  not  direct  a  stale  hew  to  act. 
Should  the  amendment,  prevail,  it  would  only  be  ad- 
visory in  its  effect;  the  states  might  complyornot, 
but  when  congress  acted  authoritatively,  it  superced- 
ed Ihe  state  action.  Mr.  G.  had  always  been  in  fa- 
vor of  Ihe  district  plan,  though  in  Georgia  there  had 
been  nearly  an  equal  division  of  opinion  on  that 
subject.  The  general  ticket  plan  disabled  the  con- 
stituents from  personally  knowing  their  representa- 
tives: they  were  forced,  from  necessity,  to  resort  to 
caucus  arrangements.  In  one  case,  where  a  man 
had  died  just  on  the  verge  of  an  election,  the  dead 
man  ran  very  actively  and  beat  his  living  competi- 
tors.    [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Campbell  here  moved  a  modification  of  the 
amendoient  which  Mr.  H.  expressed  his  willingness 
to  accept. 

Mr.  Fillmore  next  addressed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sluntij  moved  the  committee  rise,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  27.  Mr.  Graham,  of  North 
Carolina,  introduced  to  the  house  the  hon.  Jlnderson 
Mitchell,  (member  elect  from  the  state  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, vice  Lewis  JVillinms,  deceased),  who  was 
qualified  and  took  his  scat. 

The  house  resumed  in  committee  the  consideration 
of  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  Halsled  from  the  committee  on  elections  had 
offered  an  amendment,  that  each  state  should  be  dis- 
tricted by  its  legislature  and  each  district  should 
elect  its  own  representation  and  had  accepted  as  an 
amendment  to  it  a  proposition  from  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
S.  C. 

Mr.  Underwood  otfered  an  amendment  proposing 
that  senators  in  congress  shall  be  elected  by  Ihe  se- 
veral state  legislatures,  the  two  houses  voting  by 
joint  ballot,  in  which  each  member,  senator  or  repre- 
sentative, shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  Mr.  U.  said 
he  believed  this  would  remedy  the  difficulty  now  ex- 
isting in  Tennessee. 

The  subject  of  districts  and  general  tickets  in  each 
state  was  then  discussed  by  Messrs.  Slaniij,  Arnold, 
Colqoit,  Davis,  Floyd  and  Kennedy. 

Mr.  Kennedy  contended  that  the  4th  section  of  the 
constitution  under  which  the  power  was  claimed  did 
not  confer  upon  congress  the  power  to  district  the 
states;  and  that  had  it  been  the  intention  of  the  fra- 
nicrs  of  the  constitution  to  give  such  a  power,  it 
would  have  been  given  in  a  few  simple  words  such  as 
would  admit  of  no  cavil.  Mr.  K.  also  argued  against 
the  inexpediency  of  Ihe  exercise  ol  that  power,  even 
if  the  constitutional  difficulty  were  out  of  the  way, 
and  gave  way  to  a  motion  by 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose 
and   reported. 

Mr.  TiipleU,  on  leave  given,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  .secretary  of  stale  furnish  to  this 
house,  in  addition  lo  the  information  required  to  be 
furnished  by  the  resolution  of  the  25lh  instant,  an  ab- 
stract of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  kingdom  of 
France  on  the  subject  of  the  importation  of  tobacco 
into  France,  commonly  called  the  regie. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 
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Aeol.t.ok  movement.  ThL.  ammal  abohfon  con- 
vention is  to  meet  at  New  YorU  on  tl,e  llth  of  May. 
The  Boston  Liberator  avows  tliat  one  of  tlie  purposes 
of  the  association  now  is,  to  adopt  the  mej;^"";^'?^ 
repeal  of  the  union  of  the  states  and  that  this  project 
will  be  deliberated  at  the  meeting. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Bxj  and  with  the 
a^:Z^-^n.e.n  of  the  senate  Abraham  True  na- 
val  officer  for  the  districtof  Salem  and  Beverly, 
Massachusetts,  vice  John  Swasey,  whose  commis- 
sion has  expired. 

The  44th  British  regiment.  This  re.pment 
which  has  been  annihilated  by  the  Affghans  formed 
part  of  Gen.  Packenham's  army  at  the  battle  ot  JN. 
Orleans:  it  was  then  under  Col.  Mullens,  and  was 
dis-raced  there  for  not  bringing  up  the  /oscmes  m 
time;  and  to  this  circumstance,  the  disasters  ot  that 
fatal  day  were  attributed.  The  regiment  then  lost 
their  colors,  and  were  sent  to  India  to  regain  them; 
there  they  formed  a  portion  of  the  iorce  under  Ge- 
neral Keane  that  in  1839,  invaded  Atlghanistan,  de- 
nosed  Dost  Mohammed,  took  him  prisoner  and  plac- 
ed upon  his  throne theirally  and  his  competitor  ohah 
Soojah. 

B«K  ITEMS.  The  bank  of  the  s'tate  of  N.  Caro- 
lina, and  the  bank  of  Cape  Fearrc  tu  resume  specie 
payments  on  the  3d  May.  ,        ,  ■         j 

The  governor  of  Georgia  is  said  to  have  issued  a 
scire  facms  against  the  Hawkinsville  bank— which 
"■oes  into  liquidation  of  course. 

There  has  been  an  examination  into  the  concerns 
of  the  Girard  bank  at  Philadelphia,  which  deve- 
lones  gross  mismanagement  of  the  concern,  fhe 
entire  capital  which  was  increased  from  1^  to  5  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  is  said  to  have  been  sunk! 


The  number  of  inlerments  reported  by  the  city  in- 
spcrtor  of  >;ew  York,  during  the  year  1841,  inrlud- 
in-4  584  still  born,  was  9,115,  being  5-20  more  than  in 
1840;  4,8.50  were  males  and  4,264  females.  ^  Ihcre 
were  1,471)  of  them  occasioned  by  consumption,  and 
605  by  inflamation  of  the  lungs. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk,  whose  death  in  England  is 
reported  by  the  last  arrival  from  that  counlry,  was  a 
Catholic,  premier,  duke  and  earl,  hereditary  ear 
marshal,  and  the  first  Catholic  peer  who  took  his  seat 
in  the  house  of  lords  after  the  passage  of  the  eman- 
cipation act. 

E.vcAMPMENTs.  GoTcrnoF  Porter  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  suite  will  visit  the  encampment  near  Baltimore  m 
May  next,  by  invitation  ofthegovernor  of  Maryland. 
He  designs  returning  to  Philadelphia  on  the  19th, 
and  on  the  day  following  visits  Camp  Koscmsco  near 
I  Pleading. 

Fires.  At  Columbia,  S.  C.  on  the  19th  inst.  the 
most  beautiful,  valuable  and  business  part  of  the  town 
was  laid  in  ashes,  besides  a  number  of  out  buildings 
and  much  other  property.  A.  S.  Johnson,  Col.  Pem- 
bcrton,  Mrs.  Myers,  A.  Alexander,  are  amongst  the 
severest  sufferers.  Total  loss  estimated  at  $900,000. 
The  theatre  at  .^palachicola  was  burnt  down  on 
the  15th  inst.  with  several  adjoining  buildings,— loss 
estimated  at  §15,000. 

Flour.  4,481  bbls.  and  46  half  bbls.  were  in- 
spected the  week  ending  191h  in  Baltimore.  Store 
price  41,5  62;  wagon  price  $,5  50;  city  mills,  1,000  bis. 
sold  for  exportation  at  $5  75;  Susquehanna  |5  57— 
The  supply  in  this  market  is  quite  light  and  prices 
firm. 

Glass  church  bells,  are  among  modern  wonders. 
i  One  has  just  been  cast  in  Sweden,  its  diameter  is  six 
'  feet  and  its  tune  is  said  to  be  finer  than  any  metal 
I  bell 


I  ran  coast.  An  English  frigate  which  was  laying  in 
rort  knew  her  destination,  and  determmed  to  cap- 
lure'her  Tliey  met  a  few  miles  outside  the  harbor; 
the  fri-ato  sent  her  boat  to  board  the  American  ship; 
the  officer  in  command  was  told  to  keep  off  or  they 
would  fire  into  him;  the  boat  kept  on  when  the  Yan- 
kee let  loose  a  gun  upon  him.  'Ihe  commander  ot 
John  Bull  frigate  then  hailed  that  he  would  hre  into 
Aim  if  he  did  not  heave  to.  "Fire  and  be  d— d 
was  the  reply,  accompanied  by  a  broadsiue  from  the 
well  trained  guns  of  the  Yankee,  which  carried  away 
'  the  fore  and  the  main  yards  of  the  frigate.  The  fel- 
low crowded  all  sail  and  was  out  of  the  range  ot  the 
»-ale's  guns  before  he  well  knew  what  was  the 
ma'tter  wltli  him.  I  saw  the  frigate  afterwards;  her 
main  was  down,  and  they  were  in  the  act  of  send- 
in"-  down  the  fore,  which  I  could  see  had  been  very 
mSch  damaged.  The  Englishman  declares  that  he 
will  have  the  ship  if  he  loses  his  own  vessel  in  .he 
undertaki 


C«N0N  BALLS.  During  last  week  fo^rtwo 
pound  balls,  weighing  102,906  lbs.  reached  Fair- j 
mount  locks  from  the  anthracite  furnace,  Mount 
Carbon,  part  of  a  contract  to  be  supplied  to  the  U. 
States  government. 

Canal  xavication.  The  New  York  canals  were 
opened  on  the  2Ulh  inst.  . 

Rochester.  Flour  trade— canal.  Lp  to  six  o  clock 
last  eveninsr  there  had  been  106  clearances  on  the 
canal  frcmlbe  office  in  this  city.  The  amount  of 
Hour  shipped  for  New  York  market,  up  to  tlie  same 
lime  was  9,847  barrels;  being  3,794  for  the  first  day, 
and  6,053  for  the  second,  or  for  yesterday. 

BuMness  opens  pretty  fair.  The  packets  are  ply- 
in"  east  and  west— also  south  on  the  Genesee  canal. 
Business  bv  the  lake  is  more  brislc  than  usual  at  tins 
season  of  the  year.  [Rochester  Dally  Adv. 

CovNECTicfT.  The  ofScial  returns  of  the  election 
for  governor,  in  Connecticut,  give  tlio  following  re- 

^"cdevcland,  (V.  Buren,)  25,564;  Ellsworth,  (whig) 
23  700;  Gillette,  (abolitionist,)  1,319;  Loomis,  (con- 
servative,) 612;  scattering  58.  Aggregate  of  all  the 
votes  except.  Cleveland's,  25,689.  Cleveland's  vote, 
95,564.     Wantof  electing,  125.  ,,_,.. 

There  being  no  choice  by  the  people,  the  election 
of  course  goes  to  the  legislature,  who  will,  no  doubt, 
decide  in  favor  of  Cleveland. 

The  vote  fur  lieutenant  governor  stands  as  follows: 
for  Holabird,  (V.  B.)  25,491;  Booth,  (whig),  23,690; 
Y'ale  (abolitionist,)  1,150;  Gillson,  (cons.)  56/; 
scattering,  282.  Holabird  lacks  199  voles  of  an 
election. 

Cotton.  Liverpool,  BJarch  28.  The  market  is 
quiet,  sales  amount  to  17,870  bales,  of  which  1,800 
of  American  on  speculation  and  750  Am.  and  50 
Surat  for  export.  The  qnanlity  of  the  cotton  by  the 
consumers  this  year  is  estimated  at  233,000  bales 
against  245,000  bales  in  1841;  but  the  greatest  dis- 
parity is  in  the  speculative  operations,  which,  since 
the  1st  of  January,  sum  up  to  only  22,000  bales, 
whilst  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  they 
were  113,000  hales.  Fair  .American  cotton  ranges 
to-day  at5id.  to  %\  a  year  ago  it  was  nt  7d.  to  1-d. 

Deaths.  During  the  last  week — in  Philadelphia, 
132,  of  which  61  were  under  two  years  of  age,  20  by 
consumption.  In  Baltimore  50,  of  which  90  were 
under  two  years  of  age,  12  were  free  colm-ed,  and  3 
slaves.  At  New  Orleans  in  the  weekending  the 9th 
inst.  52  deaths,  of  which  25  were  children,  39  wore 
■    while,  and  13  colored  persons. 

Doctor  Conwell,  premier  Catholic  bishop  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  died  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
22d  inst.  in  the  94th  year  of  his  ago,  and  2ad  year  of 
his  preaching  as  bishop. 

Col.  Diwson  Burfoot,  for  many  years  state  treasu- 
rer of  Virginia,  died  at  his  re»idennc  in  Chesterfield 
county,  on  12th,  in  the  GOtli  ycur  of  liia  age. 


Holmes,  indicted  for  murder  in  the  second  degree, 
for  having  aided  in  throwing  passengers  overboard 
from  the  ill  fated  ship  William  Brown,  in  the  year 
1841  in  order  to  save  the  survivors,  has  been  found 
guiUy,  after  u  long  trial  before  the  U.  S.  district 
court  for  Pennsylvania.  ] 

Mexico  and  Texas.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  of 
191  h  states  that  a  letter  from  a  commercial  house 
from  Vera  Cruz  of  April  7th,  speaks  of  rumor  pre- 
vailing there  and  generally  credited  that  Santa  Anna 
was  negotiating  a"  loan  of  §7,000,000,  with  the  Bri- 
tish government  on  a  pledge  of  the  peninsula  of  Cali- 
fornia. It  is  to  be  hoped  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  already  threatened  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  that  it  is  not  true.  The  United 
States  feel  already  enough  of  the  encroachments  of 
that  power  upon  every  border  of  her  frontier.  | 

Mormons.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  Mormons,  in-  ; 
eluding  men  women  and  children,  on  the  12th  inst. 
reached  St.  Louis,  Mo.  in  the  Louisa  from  New  Or-  , 
leans.  They  were  on  their  way  from  England  to 
Nauvoo,  Joe  Smith's  new  city,  in  "the  promised  i 
land."  I 

New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road  Company,  have  • 
made  an  assignment  of  their  property.  j 

T  The  'Lake  Trade  opens  eariy  this  season.  The 
Buffalo  Economist  of  the  19th  of  April,  says— Our 
docks  presented  a  lively  scene  this  morning.  The 
Cleveland  and  Constitution  were  up  for  Detroit,  flags  ^ 

flving steam  up — runners  in  abundance— and  oppo-  j 

si'tion  of  the  strongest  kind— fair  to  Cleveland  §9,  to 
Detroit  §3.  The  little  Red  Jacket  liaunling  in  all 
the  glory  of  paint  and  varnish,  started  for  Erie,  and 
the  Waterloo  for  the  Falls.  All  was  life  and  anima- 
tion. We  counted  upwards  of  twenty  canal  boats 
nearly  or  quite  loaded,  and  ready  for  doparlure. 

The  Oswego  Palladium,  of  April  20,  says— Sixty- 
one  steam  and  sail  vessels  have  cleared  from  this 
port  during  the  past  week,  39  of  v/hich  were  for  the 
iippcr  lake,  via  the  Welland  canal. 

The  canal  opened  thisday,  andalargcfleetof  boats 
have  cleared  forthe  Hudson, laden  with  lumber,flour, 
&.C.  The  packets  have  commenced  their  regular  trips 
between  this  and  Syracuse. 

The  Detroit  Aiivcrtiser  of  the,  19th  states  that 
42,646  barrels  of  flour  two-thirds  of  which  was  des- 
tined for  Montreal.  Most  of  the  flour  on  the  upper 
lakes  is  also  taking  that  direction  to  England 


Steam  Canal  Boat.  The  steam  canal  boat.Black 
Hawk  started  this  morning  tor  Lockport.  1  his  boat 
is  propelled  by  a  paddle  wheel  fixed  at  the  stern;  and 
from  all  appearance  will  undoubtedly  answer  the  pur- 
pose, there  being  scarcely  any  more  swell  occasioned, 
than  the  usual  manner  of  towing  by  horses. 

Buffalo  Economist,  April  22. 

Stocks.  There  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
stock  market,  indicating  we  hope,  the  approach  of 
better  times.  Pennsylvania  fives  sold  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  93J  at  45,  being  an  advance  of  $10  in  less 
than  ten  days.  New  York  fives  of  1S58  sold  at  New 
York  on  the  25th  at  90;  Illinois  bank  bonds  at  40; 
Illinois  bonds  19a20;  Indiana  bonds  22a23;  Ohio  sixes 
71. 

Rhode  Isi.axb.  The  General  Assembly  which 
convened  on  Monday  last  in  called  session,  adjourn- 
ed sine  die  on  Tuesday.  The  laws  are  to  be  main- 
tained at  all  hazards.  An  act  authorising  the  raising 
of  volunteer  police  companies  was  passed;  and  a 
proposition  oflijred  by  the  speaker  for  the  call  of  a 
stale  convention  rejected,  by  a  vote  of  45  to  19. 


Quakers.  The  Iowa  legislature  has  refused  to  ex- 
empt this  religious  denomination  from  performing  mi- 
litary duty. 

A  Slaver.  A  fight.  The  Philadelpliia  correspon- 
dent of  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  gives  the  following  ex- 
tract from  a  private  letler. 

Rin  <le  Janeiro,  Feb.  13,  1842. 
"A  few  days  since,  a  large  ship  (a  slaverl  sailed 
I  from  this  port  under  American  colors,  for  tno  .\fri- 


Steamboat  items.  The  steamboat  John  Jdills, 
undergoing  repairs  at  Fulton,  Ohio,  took  fire  and 
burnt  up  last  week.  „,  .     ,» 

The  boilers  of  the  Telegraph,  burst  on  the  91st  ult. 
just  after  leaving  Glasgow,  Scotland,  eighteen  per- 
sons were  killed,  and  many  wounded. 

The  steam  ship  Doe,  reached  New  York  on  the 
23d,  in  three  days  from  Halifax. 
i     The  Great  Western  was  to  leave  N.  York  on  the 
98lh  inst.  and  the  Britannia,  on  the  1st  May. 

The  Caledonia  was  to  have  left   England  on  the 

19th  instant.  . 

I     The  Belgian  steamer  British  Queen,  is  to  leave 

1  Antwerp  for  New  York,  on  the  4lh  May,  July,  and 

!  September,  and  touch  at  Southampton,  Eug.  on  the 

7th   .May  and  10th  July  and  September,  and  leave 

1  New  York  on  return   the  7tli  June,  lOtf  August  and 

10th  October.     Passage  out  §70,  exclusive  of  meals. 

I      [This  year  there  will  be  thirty-five  steamboats  on 

I  the  Rhine.     The  travel    upon   that  beautiful  river, 

•flowing  upon   one  of   the  loveliest   and   most   pic- 

i  turesque  sections   of  Europe,  is   increasing   beyond 

'  all  estimate.     In  1827,  the  number  of  passengers  by 

the  Cologne  steamers  was  less  than  19,009.    In  1839, 

Ihe  number   hod  increased   to  487,000;  in   1840,  to 

636,000,  ann  in  1841,  to  750,000.] 

Travelling  goes  ahead.  Senator  Woodbury 
made  the  trip  from  Boston  to  Washington  a  few  ilays 
since,  ill  thirty-six  hours.  New  Orleans  papers  of  the 
18th  inst.  were  received  at  Washington  on  the  25tli 
by  mail. 

I  Nominations  rejected,  by  wholesale.  From 
the  Albany  Evening  Journal  we  learn,  that  during 
the  recent  session  of  the  legislHture  of  Nev/  York, 
four  hundred  and  ciglily  nominations  made  by  the  go- 
vernor were  rejected  by  the  senate,  and  two  hundred 
'and  fiflij-lti-o  laid  on  the  tabl«,  which  is  regarded  as 
equivalent  to  rejection. 

!  Te.mperance  statistics.  From  a  circular  recent- 
i  ly  published  by  the  New  York  temperance  society,  it 
'  appears  that  within  the  last  ten  years,  166,897  persons 
have  enrolled  themselves  as  members,  of  which  num- 
ber about  107,000  have  signed  the  total  abstinence 
I  pledge.  Licensed  liquor  shops  have  decreased  in  the 
ratio  of  63  percent,  the  manufacture  and  importatioQ 
of  intoxicating  drinks,  67  per  cent,  pauperism  about 
33  per  cent,  and  indictment  for  crime  has  been  re- 
duced about  75  per  cent. 


Queen  Victora  is  again  said  to  be  in  "nn  inffi'fsl- 
,.,ig  situation.''^  There  is  likely  to  be  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  successors  to  the  throne. 

Whe.vt.  Good  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  com- 
mands ^1  20  to  Jl  26  in  the  Baltimore  market. 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


MEXICO  AND  TEXAS. 

Tlie  British  mail  steamer  Medway  touched  off  Sa- 
vannah and  Chaleston  on  the  26th  Ajiril,  on  her  way 
to  New  Yorlt.     She  left  Havana  on  the  aist  ult. 

The  R.  M.  S.  packet  Solway  arrived  at  Havanna 
on  the  20lh  inst.  from  Vera  Cruz,  bringing  intelli- 
gence up  to  the  16lh  of  April. 

Santa  Ana  had  given  order.s  to  reinforce  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa,  owing  it  was  supposed,  to  the 
presence  of  the  American  ships  of  war.  Gen.  W. 
Thompson,  our  minister,  had  arrivqd  at  Vera  Cniz. 
The  general  slate  of  affairs  there  was  very  bad,  and 
although  no  certain  intelligence  can  be  given,  it  was 
feared  that  some  misunderstanding  would  arise  with 
the  U.  S.  government. 

Mr.  Svmms.a  passenger  in  tlie  Medway,  left  Vera 
Cruz  on'the  4th  April.  He  met  at  Jalapa,  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod,  who  went  out  passenger  in  one  of  the  above 
vessels.  Mr.  McLeod  was  on  his  way  to  Castle  Pe- 
rote,  where  his  brother  and  fifty-one  others  belonging 
to  the  Santa  Fe  expedition  were  confined.  One  hun- 
dred of  the  unfortunate  captives  were  confined  in  the 
Mexican  capital,  and  some  seventy  of  them  in  the 
city  Puebla. 

■^V\Uj«H,  the  Texans  first  arrived  in  Mexico,  their 
i^Vc()hdilMia5*v.as  most  distressiiig,  and  thcj  were  almost 
^•jlh  a  slate  m  nudity.  They  were  at  first  compelled  to 
labor  about  five  days  in  irons;  since  Avhich  their  suf- 
ferings have  been  lessened,  the  most  serious  inconve- 
nience being  that  of  sleeping  in  narrow  and  uncom.. 
fortable  cells  at  night.  Considerable  sums  had  been 
subscribed  for  the  aid  of  the  captives.  Some  Mexi- 
can gentlemen  had  made  up  a  contribution  of  about 
^500  for  them,  and  two  gentlemen  from  Boston,  one 
of  them,  a  Mr.  Talhot,  had  given  eight  doubloons 
each.  Mr.  Symms  had  seen  all  the  prisoners  and 
conversed  with  many  of  them.  Mr.  Kendall  was 
confined  entirely  apart  from  the  others. 

The  object  of  raising  the  military  force  in  Mexico 
is  said  to  be  in  order  to  bring  under  subjection  the 
local  government  of  Yucatan,  after  which  it  was 
thouglit  they  would  be  directed  against  Texas.  The 
appointment  of  Genera!  Thompson  as  minister  to 
Mexico,  had  given  great  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Dorsey  bearer  of  despatches  from  the  U.  S. 
government  to  Gen.  Thompson,  our  minister  at 
Mexico,  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  22d  April, 
and  was  to  leave  for  Mexico  on  the  25th. 

Cajipeaciiy.  The  schooner  Litchfield,  at  New 
Orleans  from  Campeachy,  brings  the  intelligence 
that  one  of  the  Santa  Fe  prisoners  had  escaped  from 
Mexico  and  reached  Tobasco,  where  he  was  receiv- 
ed on  board  the  Texan  war  schooner  San  Antonio. 
The  arrival  of  the  commissioners  from  Santa  Ana, 
empowered  to  settle  the  differences  between  Mexico 
and  Yucatan,  was  daily  expected.  But  as  it  was  be- 
lieved the  mission  would  accomplish  nothing,  active 
preparations  were  making  by  the  Yucatanosfor  war. 
A  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  belonging  to  the  West  India 
squadron  touched  at  Campeachy  on  the  9th  April, 
bound  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Yucatan  Bulletin  of  the  5th  contains  a  decree 
of  the  governor  relative  to  a  co-operation  of  the  na- 
vies of  Yucatan  and  Texas,  prohibiting,  however, 
hostile  operations  against  Matamoras. 

The  "Litchfield"  brought  eighteen  cases  of  anti- 
quities and  specimens  of  natural  history,  from  Yuca- 
tan. 

The  United  States  frigate  Macedonian  and  sloop 
of  war  Levant  had  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz. 

Ancient  American  curiosities.     Eighteen  boxes 
containing  statues  and  blocksof  stone, gathered  among 
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the  ruins  in  the  peninsula  of  Yucatan,  were  brought 
to  New  Orleans  on  board  of  the  schooner  Litchfield, 
from  Campeachy,  on  the  21st  ult.  These  are  some 
of  the  fruits  of  Stevens'  trials. 

Tne  steamer  Neptune  arrived  in  Nev/  Orleans  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  April,  from  Texas.  Every 
thing  there  was  pretty  much  in  xinlu  quo.  From  the 
frontiers,  no  alarms  had  come  ol"  late.  One  of  the 
Galveston  editors  cautions  the  wolf  hunters  from  the 
United  States,  that  thcv  will  find  in  Texas  little  more 
than  sympathy.  The  Texians  are  in  want  of  money, 
nor  have  they  more  provisions  than  what  they  can 
eat  themselves.  Another  editor  ridicules  the  idea 
that  England  was  the  promoter  or  backer  of  the  hos- 
tile demonstrations  of  Mexico  towards  Texas.  Pre- 
sident Houston  has  caused  to  be  published  a  long  ad- 
dress to  the  people  of  Texas.  He  talks  of  carrying 
on  the  war,  but  intimates  that  it  will  require  time  to 
organize  and  discipline  the  volunteers,  and  procure 
munitions,  provisions,  &c.  He  says  that  the  orders 
issued  by  him  to  the  Texan  forces  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bexar  were  were  not  obeyed  in  consequence  of  the 
confusion  and  insubordination  which  were  prevalent 
among  the  different  bands. 

A  prize  schooner  called  the  Dos  Amigos  had  ar- 
arrivcd  at  Galveston. 

The  New  York  Courier  says,  letters  received  here 
from  Mexico,  state  that  it  was  understood  there  that 
the  captain  general  of  the  island  of  Cuba  has  order- 
ed a  Spanish  frigate  and  sloopof  war  to  the  Mexican 
coast,  with  instructions  to  protect  the  merchant  ves- 
sels of  Spain  against  the  paper  blockade  lately  pro- 
claimed by  Texas;  and  it  is  added  that  the  Spanish 
captains  have  orders  to  sink  any  Texan  cruiser  which 
i  may  dare  to  capture  a  Spanish  vessel. 

Later  advices  have  been  received  at  Nev/  Orleans 
I  from  the  republic  of  Texas.  The  papers  contain  a 
long  letter  from  President  Houston,  in  which  the  ne- 
'  cessity  for  an  invasion  of  Mexico  is  urged,  but  sug 
:  gesting  a  procrastination  of  that  \neasure  until  the 
i  meeting  of  congress  and  the  troops  are  thoroughly 
'  disciplined,  and  recommending  an  enrolment  of  the 
militia. 

[  Some  general  rumors  of  movements  upon  the  Mex- 
ican frontier  are  mentioned  in  the  papers.  The  vo- 
!  lunteers  under  GencrarBurleson  had  refused  to  obey 
I  the  orders  of  General  Somerville,  who  had  been  or- 
!  dered  by  the  president  to  take  command  of  the  forces, 
v.'hich  had  created  some  confusion  and  led  to  the  fai- 
lure of  the  expedition  which  it  v/as  expected  would 
cross  the  Rio  Grande. 
I  There  are  many  indication?  of  a  determination  to 
invade  Texas,  but  when,  is  uncertain.  A  letter  from 
'  Matamoras,  dated  17th  April,  says:  "Santa  Anna 
I  is  much  dissatisfied  with  Gen.  Arista,  and  disapproves 
I  of  the  late  demonstration  against  Bexar.  He  has 
!  sent  orders  to  General  Wall  to  go  immediately  to 
Monterey,  and  assume  command  of  the  bridge 
placed  uiider  Vasquez  fop  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tier. 

"The  garrison  at  Matamoras  is  daily  reinforced. 
It  is  now  1,2U0  strong,  and  will  in  a  few  days  muster 
2,000  men.  This  force,  aided  by  the  artillery  in  the 
place,  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  beat  back  the  medi- 
tated assault  of  the  Texan  army." 

The  schooner  Water  Witch  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans on  the  27th  ult.  says  the  Picayune,  from  Mata- 
moras, which  place  she  left  on  the  19th.  Capt.  Ar- 
noux  informs  us  that  a  rumor  was  cur.'-ent  there  to 
the  effect  that  a  body  of  Texians  were  encamped 
150  miles  above  the  city— that  1,000  Lepan  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  acting  i"n  concert  with  the  Texians, 
were  in  the  neighborhood,  and  killed  several  Mexi- 
cans. The  greatest  alarm  prevailed  in  Matamoras 
— the  inhabitants  being  apprehensive  thattheir  troops 
could  not  maintain  the  town  in  opposition  to  so  large 
a  force. 

Col.  Kinney  and  two  other  Texian  renegades  had 
arrived  at  Matamoras.  The  colonel  staled  that  he 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  a  party  of  Texians,  who 
pursued  him  as  far  as  Laguna.  Col.  K.  had  been 
sent  for  by  Arista. 

The  Water  ^Vitch  was  chased  on  the  22d  by  a 
schooner,  which  proved  to  be  the  Wm.  Peiin,  from 
Mobile,  bound  for  Texas,  with  a  large  number  of 
volunteers.  The  W.  hoisted  her  flag,  which  had  the 
effect  of  causing  a  cessation  of  the  pursuit. 

Yucatan.  By  the  schooner  Edwin,  arrived  from 
Campeachy   yesterday,  (says   the  Picayune  of   the 


2Sth  ult.)  we  received  a  letter  from  a  correspondent 
there.  He  seems  to  think  that  Yucatan  will  be  re- 
united to  Mexico,  and  says  the  impression  prevails 
there  amongt  the  persons  best  acquainted  with  the 
plans  and  designs  of  Santa  Anna,  that  he  is  prepar- 
ed to  risk  a  war  with  the  country  rather  than  com- 
ply with  the  demands  of  our  minister.  This  latter 
conjecture  we  regard  as  rather  an  improbable  one. 
Two  Texan  men  of  war  touched  at  Campeachy  and 
left  for  Sisal  to  meet  commodore  Moore. 


FOREIGN  EXTRACTS. 

GREAT  BRITAIN— The  Army.  .The  estimates 
of  all  (made  previous  to  the  late  disasters  in  Cabul) 
exhibit  a  gross  expenditure  of  ^15,000,000,  for  1842- 
43,  being  only  df  125,000  more  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  rank  and  file  v/hich  it  is  proposed  to  maintain 
for  the  service  of  the  united  kingdoms  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  (exclusive  of  the  troops  employed 
in  the  East  Indies,)  for  the  ensuing  year  is  95.628. 
The  number  employed  in  the  East  Indies,  and  paid 
by  the  East  India  company,  is  26,910;  so  that  the 
total  amount  of  force  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be 
]22,.596  men.  This  number  will  be  composed  of 
108,086  rank  and  file,  5,803  officers,  and  8,674  non- 
commissioned  officers.  There  is  an  addition  to  the 
force  for  this  year  as  compared  with  last  year  of 
1,447  men.  There  are  50  battalions  of  infantry 
abroad,  in  addition  to  23  iriNew  South  \Vales,in  India 
and  in  China.  The  total  number  is  103,  leaving  on- 
ly 25  at  home.  Whe.T  the  revolution  in  Canada 
broke  out  in  1837,  there  were  only  nine  battalions, 
4,500  strong,  in  North  America,  and  now  19  are 
there,  exclusive  of  two  battalions  of  guards,  and  the 
royal  Canadian  regiment,  1,000  strong.  The  total 
amount  of  the  charge  for  95,628  men  is  estimated  at 
^3,531,575,  being  an  increase,  compared  with  last 
year,  of  upwards"  of  ^70,000. 

Of  that  portion  at  home,  there  are  three  colonels 
who  receive  ^£1,800  each.  The  colonels  of  th^  re- 
giments in  service  receive  =£900  each.  The  pay  of 
a  private  horse  guards  is  Is.  Hid;  in  the  foot  guards 
Is.  Id.  Other  regiments  of  cavalry  receive  Is.  3d, 
and  other  regiments  of  infantry  Is. 

The  iNladisonian  says:  "we  hear  that  the  British 
government  has  acceded  to  the  justice  of  the  claim 
preferred  by  the  United  Stales  government  on  behalf 
of  the  owners  of  the  brig  Tigris,  for  the  capture  and 
detention  of  that  vessel  on  the  coast  of  Africa." 

CHI.VA.  The  overland  mail  reached  London  on 
April  4.  The  latest  intelligence  tVom  China  is  to  the 
17th  of  January.  The  British  expedition  there  ap- 
pears to  be  wailing  for  the  reinforcements  from  Eng- 
land and  India.  Nevertheless,  a  sort  of  hybrid  war- 
fare was  carried  on.  The  British  naval  commander 
at  Hong  Kong  was  continuing  the  seizure  of  the 
Chinese  junks.  The  Chinese  at  Canton  were  busy 
in  making  the  defences  of  that  river  as  effective  as 
possible.  They  had  three  Dutch  engineers,  for  which 
they  sent  a  junk  to  Java  some  months  ago.  It  is  not 
stated  if  those  engineers  belong  to  the  Duch  army, 
although  it  is  presumed  they  do.  Their  names  are 
Van  Scholte,  Van  Braam,  and  Van  Sehroek. 

The  Chinese  emperor  is  represented  as  incensed 
and  alarmed  with  the  proceedings  of  the  foreigners. 
Some  of  the  reports  from  his  lieutenants  in  the  pro- 
vinces he  had  read  "with  fast  falling  tears."  Great 
preparations  are  stated  to  be  made  in  the  province  of 
Pekin,  which  is  under  his  own  imperial  jurisdiction, 
to  resist  the  invaders,  who  are  expected  there. 

Large  forces  were  collected  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Ningpo,  and  as  sir  Hugh  Gough  thought  more 
troops  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  that  position, 
the  admiral  despatched  a  ship  to  take  about  800 
Europeans  from  Hong  Kong.  Her  majesty's  ship 
Cornwallis  had  proceeded  from  Hong  Kong  to  join 
the  expedition.     The  Clio  had  arrived  at  Macao. 

In  Amoy  on  the  2d  of  January,  and  at  Chiisan  on 
the  24th  of  December,  the  dates  of  the  latest  letters, 
all  was  quiet. 

The  steamer  Madagascar  has  been  destroyed  by 
fire;. the  crew,  having  taken  to  the  boats,  landed  on 
the  Chinese  coast  and  have  been  saved  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  Hong  merchants. 

There  is  not  much  chance  of  the  shipments  of  tea 
falling  off  as  long  as  the  port  remains  open;  we  have 
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sent  home  nineteen  millions  since  July  last,  and  be- 
fore February  wo  shall  get  off  five  or  six  more.  This 
is  a  small  supply  compared  willi  former  years,  but 
there  is  still  a  sufficient  quantity  in  Canton  to  bring 
up  the  report  to  the  average  export.  It  only  re- 
mains, therefore  to  see  -.vhat  the  operations  of  the 
forces  are  likely  to  be  in  the  neighborhood;  but  no 
one  expects  a  renewal  of  the  blockade  with  such 
men  in  the  neighborhood  of  Canton  as  major  general 
Burr,  captain  Nias,  and  Mr.  Deputy  Superintendant 
of  Trade,  Johnston. 

There  appeared  to  be  no  prospect  of  obtaining  the 
ransom  money  demanded  for  Ningpo,  and  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  place  was  talked  of.  A  great  number 
of  Chinese  guns  and  copper  had  been  shipped  thence 
to  Calcutta. 

The  Chinese  have  managed  to  obtain  the  guns  of 
the  French  frigate  Magicienne,  which  was  some 
time  since  wrecked  in  the  Pallawau,  and  they  have 
ei^gerly  purchased  large  quantities  of  fire-arms,  im- 
ported at  Macao  for  their  use.  An  edict  has  been 
published  by  the  Portuguese  government,  prohibit- 
ing the  import  of  guns  or  warlike  stores,  and  declar- 
ing the  trade  in  tliem  to  be  contraband. 

The  crew  of  the  Madagascar  steamer,  who  were 
captured  by  the  Chinese  on  tlie  destruction  of  that 
vessel  by  fire,  have  been  brought  down  lo  Macao 
and  released.  The  Chinese  appeared  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  Americans,  which 
was  the  account  they  had  given  of  themselves.  They 
had  not  been  badly  treated. 

The  present  war  seems  to  be  most  fatal  to  all  go- 
vernors of  the  provinces  that  have  yet  been.pttack- 
ed.  Tang  Ting  chin,  governor  of  Canton  during 
our  imprisonment  there,  after  being  permitted  when 
unseated  by  Linn  to  hold  the  government  of  Fokeen 
for  a  while,  bewails  the  losses  of  his  country  and  his 
own  in  exile  at  Ele,  whither  Lin,  his  successor  in 
Canton,  likewise  accompanied  him  in  disgrace.  The 
active  talents  of  that  minister,  and  his  influence  have 
however  caused  his  recal,  and  with  the  rank  of  vice- 
roy, the  troublesome  and  responsible  duty  of  con- 
taming  the  Yellow  river  within  its  banks,  has  been 
entrusted  to  him.  Keshen,  viceroy  of  Pechelee  and 
high  imperial  commissioner,  after  having  been  drag- 
ged in  chains  from  the  southern  to  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  empire,  and  lost  an  immense  fortune, 
has  been  condemned  to  death;  but  if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve reports  now  current,  has  been  pardoned,  and  is 
on  his  way  to  Chekeang,  again  to  try  what  negotia- 
tions may  do,  although  we  suppose  he  will  find  the 
present  plenipotentiary  not  so  easy  to  manage  as  the 
last,  and  much  of  liis  diplomatic  talent  is  therefore 
likely  to  be  expended  in  vain. 

Elepoo,  governor  of  Bhekeang,  has,  as  will  be 
seen  from  an  edict  published,  been  condemned 
to  banishment  at  Ele,  for  having  permitted  the 
barbarians  to  leave  Chusan  alive  early  this  year. 
But  the  most  tragical  fate  of  all  has  befallen  his 
successor  in  office,  Yukeen,  already  known  to  our 
readers  from  translations  of  several  of  his  reports 
and  proclamations,  to  have  been  a  most  uncompro- 
mising enemy  to  the  English.  The  unhappy  man, 
finding  all  his  efforts  to  repel  the  English  atChinhae 
of  no  avail,  and  no  doubt  vexed  and  humiliated  at 
finding  his  performance  fa' 1  so  far  short  of  his  pro- 
mines,  attempted  to  drown  himself,  but  was  saved  by 
some  uf  his  soldiers,  who  tied  witli  him  first  to  Ning. 
po,  and  then  continued  the  fliglit  on  foot  to  beyond 
lliB  town  of  Yu-yaou,  where  Yii-keen  expired.  His 
body  was  conveyed  to  Hang-chow-foo,  where  it  re- 
ceived all  the  honor  and  ceremonial  due  to  the  rank 
he  held. 

Already,  therefore,  have  five  viceroys  cither  been 
lent  to  banishment  or  lost  their  lives. 

[  Clinton  Press  of'  December  ith. 

A  strenuous  attempt  was  made,  on  behalf  of  the 
opium  merchants  in  China,  to  obtain  an  expression 
of  the  house  of  commons  in  favor  of  their  claim  to 
the  Canton  ransom  money,  by  way  of  compensation; 
but  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  gava  them 
to  understand  that  the  money  would  be  appro- 
priated 10  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  that  they 
must  wait  for  their  compensation  until  it  could  be 
got  from  the  Chinese  themselves. 

Nepaul,  Thibet,  Seikhs,  and  Biirmaii.  The 
Seikh  expedition  into  Thibet  has  been  routed,  and 
its  leader,  Zovaviur  Singh,  slain.  A  treaty  resem- 
bling that  of  the  Cabul  generals,  was  made  with  the 
Chinese,  who  took  the  arms  from  the  Seikhs,  and 
then  allowed  them  to  die  of  cold  and  starvation.  A 
number  of  men,  under  a  leader  named  Buste«  Ram, 
ellected  their  escape  through  the  Bayansee  Pass,  so 
as  to  reach  Almorah.  The  leader  and  130  men  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  the  protection  of  the  British  au- 
thorities there,  and  have  been  since  sent  on  to  Loo- 
d;jnah.  Forty  of  them  remained  in  the  hospital, 
r^  umbers  have  perished. 

The  expedition  of  'J'harawaddie  to  Rangoon  has 
ailed,  and  he  and  his  court  have  left  that  place.  His 


troops  have  lost  3,000  men  by  their  works  there,  and 
they  are  disappointed,  for  all  their  great  hopes  have 
failed.  The  king  of  Siam  is  described  as  much 
alarmed  lest  Tharawaddie  should  obtain  arms  and 
ammunition  from  the  English  in  order  to  attack  his 
dominions. 

The  Nepaulese  seem  occupied  with  their  own  af- 
fairs. The  winter  season  is  not  one  of  alarm  or  excite- 
mentthore.  The  oldkingof  Oude  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  resigning  the  throne,  but  he  has  been  dis 
suaded  by  his  chief  minister  from  effecting  his  pur- 
pose.    Some  confusion   is  expected  in  that  country. 

INDL\.  Some  serious  disturbances  had  broken 
out  among  the  Madras  regiments  at  Secunderabad, 
in  consequence  of  the  discontinuance  of  certain  al- 
lowances, but  the  mutiny  was  put  down,  and  many 
of  the  soldiers  arrested.  India  generally  continued 
tranquil. 

Lord  Auckland  has  made  preparations  for  his  voy- 
age to  Europe  on  board  the  Hungerford,  a  trader 
from  Calcutta. 

West  coast  of  Sum.vtra.  The  Batavia  authori- 
ties have  passed  a  regulation,  to  take  effect  from  the 
1st  of  January,  1842,  relative  to  the  right  of  trade 
to  some  of  the  recently  acquired  Dutch  possessions  on 
the  west  coast  of  Sumatra,  by  which  the  ports  of  Sin- 
kol  and  Baroos  are  to  be  opened  to  general  commerce 
and  transit  trade,  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as 
the  port  of  Tappanooly.  Tapoos,  and  all  ports  be- 
tween Sinkol  and  Tappanooly,  to  be  closed  against 
general  commerce  and  transit  trade,  so  as  to  be  ac- 
cessible only  to  native  vessels  belonging  to  that  coast 
sailing  under  annual  passes. 

FRANCE.  Items.  Gen.  Burlen,  minister  of  war 
at  Brussels  blew  out  his  brains  15th  Feb. 

Count  Pozzo  di  Borgo,  died  lately  in  the  78th  year 
of  his  age. 

Major  gen.  sir  George  Leith  died  on  Feb.  1st  at 
London  aged  76. 

Mr.  Walsli  in  one  of  his  lale  letters  announces 
that  the  French  public  are  to  be  favored  with  much 
new  book  matter,  relative  to  the  emperor  Napoleon. 
A  diplomatic  history  of  him  is  about  to  appear  from 
the  pen  of  General  Pelet,  superintendant  of  the  ar- 
chives in  the  department  of  war.  M.  de  Cormenin 
has  placed  the  emperor  among  his  book  of  orators; 
and  he  is  again  to  be  brought  out  as  a  theological  ora- 
cle, in  an  octavo  entitled  the  opinion  of  Napoleon  on 
the  Divinity  oj  Christ.  This  purports  to  be  *'ideas 
collected  from  his  lips  at  St.  Helena,  by  Count  de 
Montholon,"  and  is  published  by  Chevalier  de  Beau- 
terne,  who  promises  several  more  of  the  same  origin 
and  subject  matter.  Mr.  Walsh  regards  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  "ideas"  very  doubtful,  says  the  author 
affords  no  positive  warrant  for  the  use  of  Montho- 
lon's  name,  and  thinks  that  the  book  looks  like  a  spe- 
culation of  modest  assurance. 

The  Co3sar  at  St.  Helena  undertakes  to  prove  wilh 
apparent  fervor  the  existence  of  a  God,  the  Divinity 
of  Christ  and  the  superiority  of  the  Catholic  over  the 
Protestant  creed,  system  and  discipline.  He  savs  "I 
know  man  well — "Christ  could  not  have  been  a  mere 
man."  General  Bertrand  professed  a  hesitating  athe- 
ism, Napoleon  rebuked  him,  adding  that  he  would 
not  have  promoted  him  in  the  army  if  he  had  known 
his  skcptic.mood!  Tlie  appendix  to  the  book  is  a  re- 
ligious biography  of  the  emperor,  seeming  to  prove 
that  all  his  family  were  pious.  As  Mr.  Walsh  says, 
he  hardly  earned  that  epithet  for  himself  while  in 
prosperity;  but  it  is  quite  natural  that  in  exile,  after 
liis  sweeping  reverses,  he  should  have  thought  and 
talked  seriously  of  religion.  Among  the  words  put 
into  the  mouth  of  Najioieon  are  these:  "The  Empe- 
ror Alexander  and  myself  conceived  the  idea  of  uni- 
ting all  christian  sects."  This  idea,  if  it  ever  exist- 
ed, was  more  probably  lost  in  the  ambitious  aspira- 
tions for  universal  empire  while  his  star  was  in  the 
ascendant;  it  may  however  have  appeared  very 
brightly  to  his  imagination  at  Si.  Helena. 

[Richmond  Compiler. 

SP.\IN.  The  political  circles  of  the  capital  con- 
tinued, on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  be  much  occupied  with 
the  declaration  of  sir  Robert  Peel,  that  a  commercial 
treaty  was  negociating  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain.  The  Catalonian  deputies  were  determined, 
it  appears,  to  desert  their  seats  in  the  cortcs,  should 
the  least  commercial  concession  be  made  to  England. 
They  insist,  in  the  name  of  their  constituents, on  the 
protecting  duty  not  being  reduced  below  40  per  cent. 

POllTUGAL.  Lisbon,  March  23(/i.  The  queen 
has  issued  a  decree  for  the  re  embodying  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  according  to  the  altered  plan  of  organ- 
ization established  for  it  in  the  early  part  of  1841. 

TURKEY.  Letters  from  Constantinople  of  the 
9th  ultima  stale  that  a  recoticilialion  was  on  the  poini 
of  taking  place  between  Turkey  and  Greece,  and 
that  both  powers  had  consented  to  withdraw  the 
troops  stationed  on  their  respective  frontiers.       Ali 


Effendi,  the  new  ambas.sador  of  the  porte  to  England, 
was  to  leave  in  a  few  days  for  London. 

BELGIUM.  Sletan  pai:I.el.  The  steam  ship  Bri- 
tish Queen  is  to  leave  .'\ntwerp  for  >"ew  York  May 
7th,  and  to  call  at  Southampton  for  passengers.  The 
Belgian  government  has  given  notice  that  their  ob- 
ject in  purchasing  this  vessel  is  to  facilitate  the  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries,  and  they  have 
therefore  established  low  rates  of  fare.  The  corres- 
pondent of  the  Sun  gives  the  following  particulars: 

The  price  of  a  cabin  passage  is  to  be  twenty  gui- 
neas from  Southampton,  but  this  only  includes  beds, 
bedding  and  linen.  All  provisions  will  be  served  on 
board,  on  the  principle  of  a  first  rate  continental  ho- 
tel, at  fixed  prices.  The  charge  for  breakfast  or  tea 
will  be  eighteen  pence  sterling — and  for  dinner  three 
shillings — wines  and  spirits  will  he  supplied  by  the 
steward  at  the  usual  rates.  It  will  be  seen  that  ma- 
ny passengers  will  gain  by  this  novel  arrangement, 
for  those  who  are  unaccustomed  to  sea  voyages,  be- 
ing sea  sick  for  several  days,  will  not  require  break- 
fasts and  dinners,  and  those  who  can  enjoy  every 
meal,  the  whole  cost  of  passage  and  living,  will  find 
j  their  bills  quite  moderate.  1  think  the  proprietors  of 
the  steamer  will  lose  by  this  arrangement,  and  the 
passengers  will  gain.  The  British^Queen  is  com- 
manded and  officered  by  Englishmen,  and  her  engi- 
neers and  firemen  have  served  in  all  her  former  voy- 
ages. Lieut.  i\l.  Jl.  Keane  is  commander.  The 
steamer  w  ill  make  only  three  voyages  to  New  York 
during  the  season. 

The  price  of  a  passage  in  the  steerage  is  five  gui- 
neas, for  which  water  and  fuel  only  are  found,  and 
at  this  price  the  owners  of  the  vessel  make  more  mo- 
ney, when  they  have  a  large  number  of  passengers, 
than  by  freight  at  present  prices. 

We  believe  that  some  of  oiir  American  merchants 
are  interested  in  the  following  notice,  which  we  find 
in  the  London  Sun  of  March  28. 

The  Belgian  chamber  of  deputies  has  voted  a  sum 
of  8,000,000  of  francs,  payable  in  Belgian  three  per 
cent,  stock  at  par,  as  an  indemnification  to  the  own- 
ers of  merchandise  destroyed  in  the  entrepot  of  Ant- 
werp by  the  bombardment  of  1831. 

PALESTINE  AND  SYRIA.  The  new  Protestant 
bishop  of  Jerusalem  had  had  his  life  much  endanger- 
ed by  the  throwing  of  stones,  in  the  fierce  broils  that 
the  Christian  sects  were  carrying  on  against  each 
other,  to  the  great  edification  of  Mahometans  and 
Jews. 

The  Emir  Bechir  had  been  sent  under  guard  to 
Constantinople,  which  caused  a  good  deal  of  ex,cite- 
ment  at  BeyrQut.  Omar  pasha  had  been  formally 
invested  with  the  pelisseof  the  government  of  Mount 
Lebanon.  Bishop  Basilius,  who  made  such  a  gallant 
defence  of  Kahle  against  the  Druses,  and  Abou  Sum- 
ri.  another  courageous  Christian,  had  been  appointed 
governors  of  petty  districts,  while  the  Druse  chief- 
tains had  been  continued  in  authority.  Omar  pasha 
was  thereby  doing  all  he  could  to  heal  existing  feuds, 
and  apparently  with  good  success. 

The  Druses,  in  Syria,  believing  that  the  British 
agent  was  conducting  himself  towards  them  wilh 
great  treachery,  stormed  the  English  and  .\merioan 
missions,  plundered  their  contents,  destroyed  the  es- 
tablishments, burnt  all  the  books  and  manuscripts, 
and  finally  ejected  the  reverend  gentlemen  from  the 
country. 

CANAD.\.  The  governor  general  of  Canada  has 
made  the  following  appointments: 

The  honorable  sir  James  Stuart,  Bart  to  be  depu- 
ty governor  within  that  part  of  the  province  here- 
tofore Lower  Canada,  and  to  be  president  of  the 
provincial  court  of  appeals  for  the  aforesaid  part  of 
Canada. 

The  honorable  Edward  Bowen,  to  be  president 
of  the  said  court  in  all  cases  of  appeal  from  tl«3 
court  of  king's  bench,  for  the  districts  of  Montreal, 
Three  Rivers  or  St.  Francis,  wherein  the  honora-' 
ble  sir  James  Stuart,  Bart,  may  be  disqualified  from 
sitting. 

The  honorable  Jean  Roch  Rolland  to  be  president 
of  the  said  court,  in  all  cases  of  appeal  from  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  for  the  district  of  Qtiebec, 
wherein  the  hon.  sir  James  Stuart,  Bart,  may  be  dis- 
qualified from  sitting. 

The  hon.  Edward  Bowen,  Jean  Rocli  Rolland, 
John  Stewart,  Andrew  William  Cochran,  Hugues 
Heney,  George  Peinberlon  and  Louis  Panel,  to  be 
members  of  her  majesty's  executive  council  fur  the 
province  of  Canada. 

There  was  a  snow  storm  at  Quebec  on  the  14th 
ult,  which  lasted  nearly  all  day. 

The  last  accounts  from  Bermuda  slate  that  the  En- 
glish are  fortifying  the  Islands  strongly.  A  company 
ofsapjiers  and  miners  have  arrived  lately  for  the  pur- 
pose of  |)rusec'iling  llie  work  of  fortifying,  cxoavat- 
ing  and  lunnelling,  the  advantagesof  doing  which  are 
surprisingly  great  in  the  .soft  free  stone,  of  which  ttie 
islands  arc  composed. 
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In  a  short  time  government  will  order  the  Hali- 
fax and  Boston  line  of  royal  mail  steamers  to  run 
weeklj.  The  expense  of  the  additional  boats  has 
already  been  included  in  the  post  office  financial  ac- 
count, and  the  company  will  be  ready  to  place  two 
new  and  superior  boats  on  the  route  between  Liver- 
pool and  Boston,  whenever  they  are  required  so  to  do. 
This  arrangement  will  be  of  great  advantage  both 
to  this  country  and  our  own.  In  cose  of  a  war  be- 
tween England  and  the  United  States,  (and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  no  such  sad  event  will  ever  happen), 
it  is  supposed  that  these  steamers  would  continue 
to  carry  the  mails  between  the  two  countries  as  at 
present. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  the  lines  from  Liverpool 
and  London  carry  to  New  York  a  very  large  number 
of  passengers  in  the  steerage. 

The  disputed  territory.  The  lieutenant  govern- 
or of  New  Brunswick,  sir  W.  M.  G.  Coiehrooke,  has 
issued  his  proclamation,  stating  that  it  has  been  an 
nounced  to  him  that  large  quantities  of  timber  have 
been  cut  upon  the  disputed  territory  within  the  last 
year,  in  violationof  the  prohibition  announced  in  for 
mer  proclamations,  and  publicly  announcing  to  all 
perso^s  concerned,  that  if  any  of  the  said  timber  shall 
be  brought  into  the  river  St.  John  it  will  be  liable  to 
seizure.  [Boston  Adv. 


NATIONAL    AFFAIKS 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Consuls.  John  H.  Peebles,  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
Campeachy,  in  Mexico,  in  the  place  of  P.  A  Carnes, 
resigned. 

O.  S.  Morse,  of  Virginia,  for  St.  John's  Porto 
Rico,  in  the  place  of  John  O.  Bradford,  resigned. 

Joseph  \V.  Hale,  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  Island 
of  St.  Thomas. 

Edivard  S.  Sayres  has  been  recognised  as  consul 
of  Brazil  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

The  president  has  recognised  Antonio  Jose  Gouvea, 
as  Portuguese  vice  consul  at  New  Orleans,  for  the 
state  of  Louisiana. 

District  judge  of  the  state  of  Indiana.  Elisha  Hun- 
tington, vice  Jesse  Q.  Hohuan,  deceased. 

William  H.  H.  Scott,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  vice,  Henry  Harrison,  resigned. 

Richard  Biddle  Butler,  military  storekeeper  at  the 
Allegany  arsenal,  near  Pittsburg,  Pa.  vice  his  father 
James  M.  Butler,  deceased. 

Jv'arnl  officer.  D.  S.  Carr,  re-appointed  at  Balti- 
more, Md. 

THE  ARMY. 

The  following  letter  announces  the  death  of  a  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  officer,  who  has  done  his  coun- 
try service  upon  its  battle  fields,  and  borne  to  his 
grave  the  wounds  he  received  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier: 
"Legation  of  the  U.  States,  Paris,  mh  March,  1842. 

"Sir:  It  is  with  regret  I  announce  to  you  that  I 
have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Marseilles,  who  informs  me  that 
Gen.  Fenwick  died  at  that  place  on  the  lOlli  instant. 

The  general  left  here  a  short  time  since  in  tolera- 
ble good  health,  desirous  of  seeking  a  milder  climate. 
I  understand  he  took  cold  on  tiie  journey,  and  after 
his  arrival  at  Marseilles  was  struck  witli  apoplexy, 
wliich  left  him  some  days  in  a  lingering  condition, 
but  wliich  eventually  was  fatal  to  him.  He  retained 
his  faculties  to  the  last,  although  he  lost  the  power  of 
speech.  I  am,  '_sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  '  LEWIS  CASS, 

"Hon.  J.   C.  Spencer,  secretary  of  war,  IVasliington.^^ 

We  learn  from  the  Madisonian  that  the  following 
named  gentlemen  have  been  invited  by  the  secretary 
of  war  to  attend  the  annual  examination  of  the  ca- 
dets of  the  military  academy,  to  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  in  June  next: 

Thomas  A.  Deblois  esq.  of  Maine. 

James  J.  Austin,  esq.  of  Massachusetts. 

General  E.  P.  Walton,  esq.  of  Vermont. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Potter,  D.  D.  of  New  York. 

Prof.  Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  of  Pennsylvania. 

George  P.  McCullock,  esq.  of  New  Jersey. 

General  George  H.  Steuart,  of  Maryland. 

Colonel  Josiah  VV.  Ware,  of  Virginia. 

General  Alexander  Mackrae,  of  North  Carolina. 

Richard  W.  Habersham,  esq.  of  Georgia. 

Dr.  Churchill  J.  Blackburn,  of  Kentucky. 

General  Robert  B.  McAlfee,  do. 

W.  S.  T.  Dennison,  esq.  of  Ohio. 

John  G.  Floyd,  esq.  of  Indiana. 

H'in.  A.  S.  Brown,  of  Mississippi. 

Dr.  Benjamin  VV.  Maclin,  of  Alabama. 

Frederick  VV.  Curtenius,  esq.  Michigan. 

Dr.  Frederick  Hall,  District  of  Columbia. 

Captain  Beverly  Kennon,  United  States  navy. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert,  United  States  army. 


Captain  P.  A.  Salt,  do.        do. 

The  cadet  appointments  for  this  year  have  been 
made.  The  next  selections  will  be  made  in  Februa- 
ry or  March,  1843. 

Two  companies  of  artillery,  consisting  of  170  men, 
have  been  ordered  from  Fort  Columbus,  in  N.  York 
harbor,  to  occupy  Fort  Walcott,  which  had  not  been 
garrisoned,  and  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the 
public  prctperty  there  and  at  Fort  Adams  near  New- 
port. To  replace  them  two  companies  of  170  men 
have  been  ordered  to  Fort  Columbus  from  Fort  Mon- 
roe, Old  Point  Com'fort.  [Madisonian. 

THE  NAVY. 

Lieut.  T.  P.  Borden.  The  remains  of  this  ill-fa- 
ted officer  were  recovered,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
the  24th  Inst,  were  taken  from  on  board  the  Missouri 
frigate  accompanied  by  eleven  barges  from  thai 
steamer  and  the  steamer  Mississippi,  with  colors  half 
mast  and  the  white  clad  oarsmen  pulling  minute 
strokes  till  they  reached  the  Magazine  stairs  on  the 
Anacosta,  where,  having  disembarked,  a  procession 
was  formed,  joined  by  Capt.  Keyman  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  navy  yard,  and  proceeded  to  the  Congres- 
sional burying  ground,  where  they  were  finally  depo- 
sited with  military  honors. 

The  naval  general  court  martial,  of  which  com- 
modore Nicholson  is  President,  reassembled  at  Bal- 
timore on  May  4th.  Captain  U.  P.  Levy,  who  had 
previously  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  be  dismissed 
the  service  by  said  court,  appeared  before  the  court 
for  a  re-hearing  in  his  case,  agreeably  to  instructions 
from  the  navy  department,  and  his  case  is  now  in 
course  of  investigation. 

RIGHT  OF  SEARCH.  Mr.  Cushing  of  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs  had  addressed  a  letter  in 
French  to  the  editor  of  the  Courier  des  Flats  Unis,at 
New  York,  which  has  been  published,  in  which  ho 
refers  to  the  British  act  of  parliament  of  24lh  Aug. 
1839,  one  of  her  municipal  regulations,  as  being  the 
sole  authority  by  which  she  pretends  to  arrogate  to 
herself  the  power  of  seizing,  detaining,  diverting 
from  their  destination,  and  putting  upon  trial,  every 
merchantment,  their  petty  officers  may  think  proper 
to  suspect  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  He 
indicates  the  stand  of  his  own  country,  and  expresses 
the  preference  a  "thousand  times  for  war,  rather 
than  submit  to  the  pretensions  of  England,"  to 
extend  her  municipal  regulations  over  American 
vessels. 
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MAINE. 

BT    TIIE    GOVERNOR A    PROgjLAMATION 

Deeming  the  present  posture  of  the  question  relat- 
ing to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  this  state  and 
the  matters  connected  therewith,  to  form  one  of 
those  "extraordinary  occasions"  contemplated  in  the 
constitution  for  convening  the  legislature,  I  do,  by 
these  presents,  appoint  Wednesday,  the  eiglifeenlh 
day  of  May  next,  f  .r  their  meeting,  at  the  state  house 
in  Augusta,  hereby  requiring  the  respective  senators 
and  representatives  then  and  there  to  assemble  in 
legislature,  in  order  to  receive  such  communications 
as  may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to  consult  and  de- 
termine on  such  measures  as  they  may  consider  will 
best  promote  the  welfare  of  this  state  and  nation. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
tate  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  signed  the  same  with 
my  hand. 

Done  at  Augusta,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,  and  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 
By  the  governor: 
Philip  C.  Johnson,  secretary  of  state. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
The  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  met  in  special  ses- 
m   in  Providence  on  the  25th  ult.     The  governor 
communicated  the  following  message: 

TO    THE    TWO    HOUSES    OF  THE    GENERAL    ASSEMBLY. 

Gentlemen  ofttie  senate  and  house  of  representatit^es: 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  after  the  measures  then  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  declaring  the  laws  of  this  st^te,  and  mak- 
ing known  to  the  people  their  duties  to  tlie  govern- 
ment, 1  hoped  that  no  further  action  on  your  part 
dd  be  necessary.  Under  the  resolution  then  pass- 
ed, authorising  me  to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  my 
opinion  were  necessary,  in  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture, to  execute  the  laws  and  preserve  the  state 
against  domestic  violence;  and  desirous,  if  possible, 
to  avoid  all  hostile  collision  between  our  citizens,  1 
sent  the  hon.  John  B.  Francis,  John  Whipple  and 


Elisha  R.  Potter,  esqrs.  to  Washington,  with  a  view 
of  laying  the  whole  matter  before  the  president  of 
the  United  States;  believing  that  his  opinion  ex- 
pressed as  It  would  be,  with  the  concurrence  of  his 
cabinet,  would  be  sufficient  to  undeceive  those  who 
had  been  falsely  taught,  that  the  so  called  people's 
constitution,  when,  by  its  own  terms,  it  went  into 
operation,  became  the  paramount  law  of  the  state 
Through  them  I  communicated  to  the  president  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  Rhode  Island,  and  received 
from  him  the  accompanying  letter,  already  made 
known  to  you  and  the  people  of  the  state  generally 
by  my  proclamation.  Employing  as  this  communica- 
tion does,  the  mildest  language,  and  vet  upon  the 
matter  in  question  expressing  the  most  decided  opin- 
ion, It  was  hailed  by  the  supporters  of  government 
in  Rhode  Island,  as  calculated  to  disarm  all  opposi- 
tion to  our  laws  and  existing  authorities  in  the  man- 
ner least  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  those  who  have 
been  most  actively  hostile  to  Ihem:  And  I  am  happy 
to  add,  that  in  some  portions  of  the  state  its  etiect 
has  been  all  that  could  have  been  expected  from  it  lu 
other  portions  of  the  state,  and  especially  in  the  ci!y 
of  Providence,  I  regret  to  say,  that  a  different  spirit 
has  prevailed;  and  the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary 
movement  have  industriously  circulated  among  their 
followers,  the  most  perverted  construction  of  its  con- 
tents, as  if  favorable  to  Iheir  cause;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  with  strange  inconsistency,  they  have  repre 
sented  abroad  that  the  president  is  hostile  to  the 
rights  of  the  people,  in  order  to  excite  that  bad 
sympathy  against  the  government  of  this  state  and 
the  United  States,  which  is  intended  to  array  with 
them,  against  tlie  supporters  of  both,  the  lawless  of 
the  inhabitants  of  all  the  surrounding  members  of 
tlie  union.  In  pursuance  of  their  lon^  settled  inten- 
tion to  usurp  the  government  of  Rhode  Island  a 
large  number  of  our  people  have  met  m  unlawful  as- 
semblages for  the  purpose  of  holding  their  pretended 
election  of  town,  county  and  state  officers,  and  persist 
m  their  resolution  to  organise  their  pretended  govern- 
mentou  the  IstTuesday  of  May  ensuingat  Providence. 
Relying,  as  their  leaders  now  almost  openly  profess' 
upon  the  physical  force  of  the  revolutionists,  and  of 
their  sympathizers  abroad,  rather  than  upon  consti- 
tutional right,  they  are  daily  and  nightly  assembling 
in  various  parts  of  the  cit>  of  Providence,  and  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  bands  of  armed  men  and 
perfecting  them  in  military  discipline,  with  the  avow- 
ed purpose  of  overthrowing  the  government  of  this 
state.  I  especially  ask  your  attention  to  the  notice 
lately  published  by  their  state  convention,  in  the 
organ  of  this  new  party  in  our  state  and  country,  call- 
ing upon  the  chartered  companies  of  this  state,  some 
of  which  are  known  to  be  in  their  interest,  and  the 
volunteer  companies  which  have  been  formed,  to  as- 
sist in  the  escort  of  their  pretended  state  officers  on 
the  aforementioned  day  of  the  organization  of  the 
usurping  government. 

This  is  but  another  step  in  the  unprincipled  plan 
marked  out  for  them  by  their  leaders  in  the  spirit  of 
all  revolution— "that,  without  looking  forward  to 
the  ultimate  result  of  their  doings,  they  should  do 
the  thing  next  in  order  well,  and  let  the  occasion 
prompt  that  which  is  next  to  be  done."  The  danger 
to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  state  from  th's 
new  feature  in  the  plan  of  their  now  desperate  lead- 
rs  is  too  imminent  to  he  longer  overlooked.  At  the 
.ime  of  your  last  adjournment  it  was  well  hoped  that 
although  they  had  despised  all  authority,  executive' 
legislative  and  judicial,  known  and  heretofore  re- 
spected in  this  state,  they  would,  as  some  of  their 
resolutions  imported,  if  the  opinion  of  the  president 
,  was  against  them,  no  longer  persist  in  a  course  de- 
Istructive  of  goverument  here,  and  of  all  republican 
government  in  this  country.  His  letter,  coming  with 
the  full  concurrence  of  ttie  present  cabinet,  known 
to  embrace  the  highest  talent  and  constitutional 
knowledge  in  the  country,  so  far  from  producing  the 
desired  and  expected  efiect,  has  been  quoted  to  the 
ignorant  as  sanctioning  all  their  measures,  and  with 
some  of  those  who  could  not  be  so  deceived  has 
been  used  to  raise  a  new  issue  between  them' and 
the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  which  it  would 
seem,  that  some  are  hardy  enough  to  wish  to  decide 
by  force.  In  this  new  aspect  of  our  afl'airs,  I  have 
thought  it  to  be  my  duty  to  convene  you  in  special  ses- 
sion, under  the  power  vested  in  me'  by  law,  that  you 
might  decide  for  yourselves  what  measures  are  pro- 
per to  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  the  state.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  while  it  guarantees  to 
every  stale  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment, makes  imperative  upon  the  general  go- 
vernment the  protection  of  each,  on  application  of 
the  legislature,  or  of  the  executive  when  the  legisla- 
ture cannot  be  convened,  against  domestic  violence I 

am  fully  aware  of  the  extreme  delicacy  which  you 
must  feel  in  inviting,  against  even  the  most  violent 
and  unprincipled  of  your  fellow  citizens,  the  aid  of 
the  national  executive,  and  have  endeavored,  as  far 
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as  was  deemed  expedient,  through  the  committee 
heretofore  sent,  to  avert  so  hard  a  necessity.  When,  i 
however,  many  are  of  opinion  Ihjt  the  case  contem- 
plated by  tlie  constitution  for  such  interference  has  ar- 
rived, and  believe  that  a  traitorous  combination  al- 
ready exists  to  an  alarming  extc-nt  here,  and  is  ex.-  , 
lending  itself  abroad  through  sympathies  always  rea-  j 
dy  to  raise  against  law  in  favor  df  general  license,  1 
can  no  longer  take  upon  myself  tho  responsibility  of  i 
delayins  such  action  upon  tiiis  subject  as  you  may 
deem  advisable,  and  have  felt  compelled  to  give  you 
the  opportunity  to  consider  and  ilecide  a  question  of, 
so  much  importance  to  the  stale. 

I  would  also  suggest  to  you  the  expediency  of  ap- 
pointing and  providing  for  a  board  of  counsellors  to  | 
advise  with  me  to  the  executive  measures  proper  to 
be  taken  in  this  emergency,  consisting  of  gentlemen 
from  different  parts  of  the  state. 

Other  measures  with  regard  to  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  public  property,  and  the  organi- 
za'ion  of  such  an  armed  force  as  may  be  necessary 
for  these  and  other  purposes,  will  naturally  suggest 
themselves  to  you.  And  to  tjiese  subjects  I  most 
earnestly  invite  your  atlcntion. 

In  conclusion,  I  pray  God  ll;at  he  may  strengthen 
and  enlighten  you  in  the  performance  of  your  duties, 
and  enable  you  to  pursue  such  a  course  in  the  pre- 
sent crisis  of  our  affairs  as  may  preserve  for  us  and 
our  posterity  the  great  boon  of  American  constitu- 
tional liberty,  gained  for  us  by  our  fathers,  and  now  i 
threatened  to  be  wrested  from  us  bv  lawless  violence.  ■ 
SAMUEL  W.  KING. 

To-morrow  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  usurp  the 
government  of  lliis  stale.  A  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple have  adopted  a  constitution  against  law,  and  a 
minority  of  this  minority,  headed  by  a  few  dema- 
gogues, have  set  themselves  up  in  opposilion  to  the 
government  of  the  state  and  of  the  Uniled'Stales.  If 
there  are  any  whom  the  voice  of  sober  remonstance 
can  reach,  we  would  again  warn  them  to  pause.  If 
they  come  here  to  enl'orce  the  "people's  constitu- 
tion," as  it  is  called,  they  must  come  prepared  to 
take  the  fearful  consequences  of  so  rash  a  step.  If 
such  of  them  as  are  elected  to  the  spurious  general 
assembly  take  their  seats  and  attempt  to  exercise 
any  functions  of  government,  they  will  be  guilty  of 
treason;  and  we  speak  advisedly  when  we  say,  that 
the  governtnent  is  determined  to  enforce  the  law,  j 
and  that  it  will  be  backed  up,  if  necessary,  by  the 
whole  pov.'er  of  tlie  general  government. 

"Of  the  mode  and  the  precise  time  which  will  be 
selected  by  the  government  to  vindicate  the  laws,  we  1 
of  course  are  not  informed.  It  is  enough  for  us,  | 
and  for  all  good  citizens  to  know,  that  the  laws  will  I 
be  vindicated.  We  trust  implicitly  in  the  men  who  j 
have  been  chosen  to  execule  them,  and  to  whose  ■ 
counsels  the  safety  and  the  honor  of  the  state  are 
entrusted.  We  look  to  them  with  confidence  for  a 
degree  of  firmness  and  resolution  which  will  juslfy 
the  expectation  every  where  entertained  of  Ihcni. 
We  look  to  them  for  such  action  as  shall  effectually 
put  down  this  attempt  of  mob  law,  and  give  security 
and  stability  to  the  government. 

[Pnvidmce  Jaurnal  of  .May  2. 

The  governor  having  transmitted  his  message  on 
Monday,  April  2.5,  the  general  assembly  continued  in 
session  from  that  day  to  Wednesday.  A  series  of 
resolutions  proposed  on  Tuesday  raorning  were  adopt- 
ed in  the  evening,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  2nd 
which  contemplated  the  organization  of  a  military 
force,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  in  consequence  of 
its  being  so  much  on  the  basis  of  a  standing  army  as 
to  be  considered  incompatible  with  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Jackson,  speaker  of  the 
house  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  authorising  the 
calling  of  another  convention  to  be  'chosen  in  June 
and  to  meet  in  .August,  to  form  a  new  constitution  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  all;  the  voters  to  be  residents  of 
the  state  one  year  and  taxable  on  property  to  >J150. 
It  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  newly  elected 
general  assembly  were  to  meet  the  next  week,  and 
also  that  it  would  be  as  if  acting  from  menace  and 
compulsion.  They  were  indefinitely  postponed  by  a 
vole  of  45  to  12. 

After  passing  an  act  for  the  more  efficient  organi- 
zation of  several  volunteer  militia  companies — and 
doubling  the  number  of  one  of  the  Providence  com- 
panies from  one  to  two  hundred, — the  assembly  ad- 
journed sine  die  on  Wednesday. 

On  Tuesday,  May  3d,  at  12  o'clock,  the  individuals 
elected  by  the  revolutionary,  or  sulfragc,  or  people's 
constitution  party  as  governor,  lieutenant  governor, 
secretary  of  stale  and  memljcrs  of  general  assembly 
formed  in  procession,  escorted  by  a  large  mass  num- 
bering it  is  said  near  2,000  people,  of  whom  467  had 
guns  and  127  awords,  and  54  on  horscb  ck  iiiiarnu-d, 
and  entered  a  building  intended  lor  a  fuuiidry,  but 
unfinished  as   yet,  and  that  had  been  prepared  as  a 


place  for  their  organization  at  Providence.  TvTr. 
Diitee  J.  Pearce,  of  Newport,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pe- 
rez Simmons,  of  Providence,  took  the  chair.  The 
credentials  of  the  members  elect  were  tlien  present- 
ed to  Mr.  John  S.  Harris,  who  had  at  a  preparatory 
meeting  been  elected  clerk  pro.  tem.  Sixty-five 
members  answered  to  the  roll  call.  The  representa- 
tives occupied  the  body  of  the  building;  the  senate 
and  executive  a  platform  at  the  v.'est  end.  Welc<ime 
B.  Sales,  of  Smithfiehl,  was  appointed  speaker,  and 
addressed  the  house  in  reference  to  the  honor  con- 
ferred on  him  and  the  great  duty  they  had  to  perform; 
the  eyes  of  15  millions  of  freemen,  said  he,  were 
upon  them.  Both  houses  having  been  organized,  a 
committee  was  appointed  and  waited  upon  their  go- 
vernor, Thomas  W.  Dorr,  who  in  a  short  time  pre- 
sented himself  and  delivered  his  inaugural  address. 
In  it,  he  recounts  the  history  of  the  Rhode  Island  go- 
vernment and  refers  to  the  opinions  ol  eminent  Ju- 
rists to  show  that  the  right  exists  in  the,  people  to 
change,  alter,  or  repeal  its  constitution,  at  whatever 
time,  and  in  whatever  manner  it  thinks  proper.  He 
then  shows  them,  under  the  charter  there  is  no  mode 
prescribed  for  amending  the  form  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

In  the  afternoon,  they  passed  an  act  repealing  what 
they  call  the  Algerine  act,  and  directed  tliesherifl"to 
have  the  court  house  at  Providence  ready  for  their 
reception  next  day. 

On  May  4th,  Wednesday,  the  old  and  regular  con- 
stitutional legislature  assembled  at  the  state  house  at 
Newport. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


feet  in  height,  perfectly  covered  with  eternal  snow; 
the  glaciers  that  descended  from  near  the  mountain 
summits  projected  many  miles  into  the  ocea'':,  and 
presented  a  perpendicular  face  of  lofty  cliiis." — 
They  could  not  reach  the  main  land,  but  landed  on 
an  island,  which  they  found  to  consist  of  volcanic 
rocks.  On  the  29lh  January,  in  latitude  77;,  longi- 
tuile  169  E.  they  discovered  "a  magnificent  volcano, 
emitting  smoke  and  ilame  in  splendid  profusion"  and 
named  it  Mount  Erehus. 

An  extinct  one  was  named  after  theolher  vessel. 
Mount  Terror,  At  the  distance  of  less  than  half  a 
mile  from  the  ice  cliffs  which  barred  their  progress 
southward,  they  had  soundings  with  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  fathoms.  Tljese  cliifs  no  doubt  reached 
the  bottom,  and  including  the  150  feet  above  water, 
must  have  had  a  elevation  of  2.000  feel  or  therea- 
bout. The  observations  on  the  dip  and  declination 
induced  them  to  place  the  South  Magnetic  Pole  in 
latitude  76  and  east  longitude  153;  and  they  consider- 
ed its  position  as  well  ascertained  as  if  they  had 
reached  it,  though  their  nearest  approach  to  it,  v/as 
a  point  160  miles  from  it,  on  the  east  coast  of  V'icto- 
ria  Land.  The  pole  is  probably  within  that  region, 
though  this  cannot  be  positively  affirmed,  as  its 
western  boundary  is  unknown.  The  highest  latitude 
they  reached  was  78-4.  They  were  therefore  only 
12  degrees  from  the  pole,  and  about  4  degrees  nearer 
to  it  than  Captain  Weddel,  the  most  successful  of 
their  predecessors.  [Scotsiiwn. 

GENERAL  INDIAN  COUNCIL.  The  Little 
Rock  Gazette  says  that  there  is  to  be  a  general 
council  of  the  most  imporlani  of  the  civilized  tribes 


The  Haxdy  Case.  At  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday  |  of  Indians  held  at  the  Creek  council  ground,  some 
last.  Judge  Barton  delivered  a  written  opinion  re- j  time  in  May  next.— [  the  5th  instant  was  the 
fusing  to  compel  George  Sharswood,  esq.  to  produce  :  time  named.]  This  council  has  been  called  by  ge- 
the  papers  in  his  possession  as  chairman  of  the  legis-|  ncral  Roily  Mcintosh,  principal  chief  of  the  Creek 
lative  committee.  I  nation.'     General   Blclntosh    has  sent  written  inviti- 

fhe  attorney  general  protested  against  the  right  of,  tions  to  general  Taylor,  capt.  Armstrong  and  gov. 
the  committee  to  shelter  the  parlies  charged,  by  re-  Butler,  and  other  Indian  a.gents,  and  also  to  some 
fusing  to  produce  the  evidence  to  implicate  them,  and  !  distinguished  gentlemen  of  Arkansas,  soliciting  their 
said  he  had  no  other  evidence  to  oifcr.  He  asked  that  attendance,  as  well  as  that  of  some  of  the  best  men 
the  defendants  might  he  held  to  answer  on  their  own  '  of  the  several  tribes  wiihin  their  respective  agen- 
recognizances  at  a  future  day,  when  the  letters  could  cies. 
be  procured.  1      Andrew   M.   Vann,  acting  principal  chief  of  the 

The   defendants,  through  their  counsel,  decided-   Cherokees,  has  deputed  a  delegalion  of  sixteen  men, 
ly  objected  to  giving  any  bail  or  recognizances  what-j  selected  from  alj  parties,  to  attend  the  council. 
''^^''-  I      The   agents  have  entire   confidence  in   tlie  pacific 

Finahy,  Judge  Barton  gave  as  his  nltimate  opinion  character  of  the  proposed  assemblage.  Several 
that  the  prosecution  must  be  dismissed  for  want  of  gooj   objects,  it  is   thought,  may  be   produced  by  a 

j.^.^^^j^  ^^^^.^^^^     One  of   them,  it  is   said,  is  to  make 


evidence. 


ome  .permanent  arrangement  for  the  recovery  of 
stolen  property,  and  another  for  the  apprehension  of 
fugitives  from  jusiice  which  would  be  very  benefi- 


FLORIDA. 
One  hundred   and  sixty  settlers  ascended    the  St. 
John's  on   12th  April   for  the   hammock  lands,  near  j  cial  to  all  the  tribes. 

fort  .Mellon.     The  scout  from  Ft.  Pierce  returned  on  

9th  inst.  had  destroyed  a  field  of  corn  16  miles  south }  jjR.  ESPY.  Prediction  axd  invextiok.  From 
west.  ^  Scout  lelt  again  on  14th  under  capts.  Wright;  the  Richmond  Enquirer  May  3. 

and  Worth.  Col.  Harney,  absent  from  ill  health  re-  j  Dear  sir:  •  Since  I  leit  you,  I  have  learned  that 
turned  to  Augusline  from  Indian  Key  on  13th.  The;  ||ie  firemen  in  our  two  steam  ships  sniier  intolerably 
Savannah  Georgian,  says,  "Halleck  Tustenugge,  as  from  heat,  and  I  no  sooner  knew  of  their  sufferings, 
we  expecled,  has  been  overhauled  by  the  troops  in  ,  than  a  method  of  relieving  them  occurred  to  me;  and 
the  vicinity  of  the  Okce-hum-kce.  Three  successive!  j  am  now  having  a  machine  made,  which,  with  the 
brushes  were  had  with  this  warrior  about  the  20!h  [  po^er  of  a  single  man,  will  throw  down  not  less  then 
inst.  Our  accounts  differ  some  as  to  the  particulars,  three  hundred  barrel.s  of  fresh  air  into  the  very  place 
One  letter  says, 'one   Indian   killed,  one  taken    pri-    where  the  firemen  stand. 

soner,  and  much  blood-letting,'  thereby  indicating  The  same  machine  will  throw  down  into  a  mine, 
others  wounded.  Another  letter  soys,  '001.  Worth  !  ]_5jjo  feet  deep,  a  similar  quantity  of  fresh  air,  and 
was  with  the  troops  m  person.  Sergeant  Cooper  of  |  keep  the  workmen  from  sutrering  and  disease  in  oar 
the  ad  dragoons,  (capt.  Kerr's  company)  and  one  |  deepest  mines— so  that  the  foul  air  may  either  be  ex- 
soldier  were  killed,  and  several  others  wounded,  peiled  by  forcing  d.nvn  fresh  air  to  take  its  place,  or 
Halleck  has  retired  over  the  Ocklawaha,  and  will  jt  may  be  drawn  out  by  inverting  the  operation  of  the 
doubtless  secrete  himself,  if  possible,  about  the  St.  sa,„e  instrument.  The  chief  expense  will  ho  a  can- 
john's.     The   whole   force   is  in   pursuit  of  him  as    vass   bag,  reaching  from  the  surface   of  the  earth  to 


it  can  move,  through   hammock  and  tangled 
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CAPT.  ROSS'  DISCOVERIES.  Extracts  from 
Capt.  Ross'  despatches  liavc  been  published  in  a  par- 
liamentary paper.  From  the  map  wliich  accompa- 
nies the  paper,  we  gain  a  more  distinct  idea  of  his 
track  than  previous  articles  afforded.  South  Victoria 
land,  which  lie  discovered,  extends  in  latitude  from 
70j  south  to  79;  how  much  farther  is  unknown;  and 
in  longitude  its  eastern  coast  lies  between  163  and 
171. 

Its  position  is  directly  south  from  New  Zealand, 
and  at  the  distance  of  1,500  geographical  miles.  The 
length  of  the  part  seen  was  fully  500  miles.  It  was 
girt  with  a  border  of  ice  many  miles  in  breadth, 
which  rendered  it  inaccessible.  The  passage  south- 
ward was  closed  at  latitude  78  by  a  barrier  of  ice 
150  feel  high,  which  was  traced  for  300  miles  cast 
Irom  Victoria  Land.  Icebergs  were  encounlered  in 
nuniliers  after  they  passed  the  parallel  of  63,  and 
pack  ice  at  66. 

The  land  "rose  in  lofty  peaks  from  9,000  to  12,000 


the  bottom  of  the  mine — a  bagof  ab -.ut  ten  or  twelve 
inches  in  diameter,  or  even  less.  It  is  probable,  the 
instrument  will  be  put  on  the  hall  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  where  il.s  efficien- 
cy v/ill  be  known  to  persons  from  every  part  of  our 
country. 

It  is  entirely  clear  here;  but  there  is  a  great  storm 
of  rain  raging,  fouror  five  hundred  miles  to  the  north, 
which  will  raise  the  rivers  there  very  high.  It  is 
now  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  while  I  write  this. 

If  any  gentleman  wish  to  communicate  with  incon 
the  subject,  let  him  direct  to  the  navy  department, 
care  of  J.  P.  Espv,  Wasliington  city.  1  remain,  very 
respectfully,  youl-s,  J.  P.  ESPY. 

Mr.  John  Tyler  has  ordered  that  my  Conical  Ven- 
tilator shall  be  put  on  every   chimney   on  the  presi- 
dent's house,  not  only  to   cure   smokcy   chimnics  in   < 
winter,  but  to  ventilate  the  rooms  in  summer. 

FORTIFICATIONS  IN  NEW  YORK  HAR- 
BOR. One  hundred  and  forty  guns  have  been  mount- 
ed on  Governor'sJsland,  and  2li  more  will  be  added 
ill  a  few  days;  and  in  the  courec  of  a  m.nilli  400  24's 
30  s  and  42'3  tcillho  mounted  at  the  dillerent  forts  in 
the  harbor.  [Courier. 
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^AUGHTEil  OF  AARON  BrjRK.  Another  ex- 
traortlinary  (iealh-bed  concession  was  lately  made 
cuncerning  the  fate  of  lUrs.  Alston,  Col.  Burr's 
(laughter.  Slio  left  Cliarleslon  for  A'ew  Vork  some 
30  vears  H'fo  in  a  brig,  which  was  never  heard  from. 
A  (Tying  sailor  in  Maine  years  after  confessed  thai  he 
was  one  of  the  crew,  who  murdered  the  passengers 
for  their  money.  Another  sailor  subsequently  died 
in  Mobile  and  made  a  similar  confession.  The  New 
Orfeans  papers  of  the  2d  now  report  a  third  confes- 
sion of  a  similar  nature,  that  of  a  sailor  who  recent- 
ly died  in  Texas.  This  man  died  in  great  distress  of 
mind.  He  said  Mrs.  Alston  was  the  last  one  put 
overboard.  Her  image,  he  said,  was  always  before 
him,  and  he  could  not  die  without  confessing  the 
horrid  deed.  The  closing  scene  of  his  life  v.'as  hor- 
rible in  the  extreme.  He  raved  with  madness,  ex- 
claiming "There! — there  she  is  now! — I  see  her 
standing  before  me! — away  away!" 

THE  COMANCHE  PEAK.  This  curious  emi- 
nence IS  situated  near  the  Brazos,  on  the  west  side; 
and  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  N.  N.  W. 
from  the  Great  Falls,  and  near  four  hundred  from 
the  mouth  of  that  stream.  Its  summit,  as  near  as 
could  be  judged  from  occular  observation,  is  about 
two  thousand  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  river. 
Its  sides  are  very  precipitous,  and  in  many  places 
projecting — there  being  only  one  or  two  places  at 
which  it  "can  be  ascended.  On  almost  every  side  it 
presents  a  front  of  rugged  crags,  and  frighlful  pre- 
cipices. Little  or  no  vegetation  is  to  be  found  in  its 
immediate  vicinity,  excepting  dwarf  cedars  and 
brambles,  which  grow  upon  its  brov/  and  sides;  and 
a  coarse  rank  species  of  grass,  upon  its  summit.  It 
is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  at  a  distance,  presents  the 
appearance  of  thereof  of  an  extensive  barn.  Us  en- 
tire length  is  about  one  mile,  and  its  width  varies 
from  a  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  yards.  Notwith- 
standing its  brow  and  sides  present  so  sterile  and 
rugged  an  appearance,  its  summit  is  but  little  bro- 
ken, and  is  susceptible  of  being  cultivated  to  advan- 
tage. In  order  to  render  this  romantic  spot  a  fit 
abiding  place  for  that  wild  and  adventurous  race  of 
people  (the  Comanche)  who  once  resided  in  its  vici- 
nity, and  made  its  bleak  summit  a  kind  of  observato- 
ry, nature  has  provided  a  large  and  beautiful  spring 
of  the  clearest  and  purest  water,  immediately  at  its 
base.  This  spring  is  about  sixty  feet  in  circumfe- 
rence; and  is  the  only  fresh  water  in  the  summer 
season,  wilhin  12  miles  of  the  Peak,  the  water  of  the 
Brazos  being  salt,  and  consequently  totally  unfit  to 
drink. 

One  of  the  most  wild,  grand  and  varied  vTews  in 
Texas,  and  perhaps  in  America,  can  be  obtained 
from  this  prodigious  observatory.  As  far  as  the 
power  of  vision  can  extend,  the  eye  rests  upon  some 
object  of  admiration.  Mountains,  and  lesser  mounds 
of  earth,  of  various  heights,  shapes,  dimensions,  and 
colors,  form  t,lie  most  prominent,  though  not  the 
most  beautiful  feature  in  the  landscape.  The  gran- 
deur and  sternness  of  the  mountain  scenery,  is  most 
enehantingly  blended,  with  extensive  valleys,  whose 
tranquil  bosoms  are  variegated  and  perfumed  with 
flowers  of  every  hue  and  odor. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  Indian  trails  that  lead 
to  the  Peak,  (which  are  worn  to  a  great  depth  in  the 
earth)  this  mountain  must  have  been  used  as  an  ob- 
servatory by  the  red  man  for  hundreds  of  years.  Ma- 
ny a  toil  worn  warrior  has  watched  with  sleepless 
eye  for  the  distant  war-fire  of  his  subtle  foe,  from 
the  high  uplifted  and  tempest-beaten  summit  of  the 
Comanche  Peak.  [The  Ttxan. 

ASCENT  OF  MONT  BLANC.  We  are  indebt- 
ed to  a  correspondent  for  the  following  interesting 
information  as  to  those  who  have  ascended  this  cele- 
brated Peak. 

"Having  read  the  admirable  narrative  of  Jacques 
Balmat's  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc,  recently  published 
in  your  paper,  1  thought  some  of  your  readers  might 
be  curious  to  learn  who  have  followed  his  footsteps, 
and  exalted  themselves,  ad  coelum,  with  few  excep- 
tions, for  all  the  suifieienl  satisfaction  of  saying,  'i 
have  stood  upon  the  summit  of  the  highest  mountain 
in  Europe." 

1786,  Aug.  8,  Jaques  Balmat  and  Dr.  Paocard,  Sa- 
voyards. 
nS7,  Aug.  3,  Mons.  De  Saupure  and  son,        Swi.ss. 
17tf7,  Aug.  9,  Col.  Beaufoy,  England. 

1768,  Aug.  5,  i\lr.  Woodley,  England. 

lti&2,  Aug.  10,  Baron  Doorthese,    Mons.    Fonieret, 

Courland  and  Lausanne. 
1812,  Sept.  10,  Mons.  Kodatz,  Hamburg. 

1818,  Aug.  5,  Count  iMatezeschi,  Poland. 
1U19,    "     13,  Capt.  Undrel,  R.  N.                 p:ngland. 

1819,  "     19,  Reusalaer,N.Y.&.  Howard, Balt.U.S. 
18^a,    "     18,  Mr.  F.  Chissold,  R.  N.  England. 


1823,  Sept.  4,  Mr.  .Jackson, 

182,5,  Aug.  26,  Dr.  E.  Clark  and  W.  Hawse,       " 

18:J7,  July  5,  C.  Fellows  and  capt.  Sherwill,      ■' 

1827,  Aug.  9,  John  Aukljo,  Scotland. 

1830,     "     3,  capt.  Bootle  Wilkenham,        England. 

1834,  Sept.  17,  Dr.  Martin  Barry, 

18;i4,  Oct.  9,  Count  de  Tilly,  France. 

1836,  Aug.  15,  Alfred  Waddingtons,  England. 

1837,  ""20,  Mons.   Iledrenger,  Sweden,  Mr.  Pied- 
well  and  H.  M.  Atkins,  England. 

1838,  Aug.  20,  a  French  countess  reached  the  sum- 
mit. 

"Curiosity,  the  almost  universal  assertion  of  tra- 
vellers having  made  the  ascent,  and  surprise  at  the 
small  number  of  successful  attempts,  compared  with 
the  failures,  induced  us  to  copy  the  above  from  the 
Register  kept  by  the  Sydnio  of  Chamouny,  with 
whom  each  perso"n  intending  to  ascend  the  mountain 
is  required  to  enrol  his  name,  and  from  whom,  if 
successful,  on  the  testi.uony  of  the  guides  given  un- 
der oath,  he  receives  a  certificate,  and  his  name  is 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  village.  Sept.  1839, 
we  were  assured  by  the  Syndic,  that  no  other  per 
sons  than  those  whose  names  are  included  had  reach- 
ed the  sumaiit,  the  guides  of  course  excepted;  many 
and  repeated  are  the  attempts  each  summer,  and 
bitter  the  disappointment.  American  loafers  and 
London  cocknies  have  been  known  to  wait  months, 
for  a  favorable  ojjportuuity  till  hope  deferred  made 
the  heart  sick  and  the  head  reckless  and  desperate. 
The  guides  then  receive  the  extreme  unction,  bid 
adieu  to  their  friends,  and  the  painful  march  is  com- 
menced oidy  to  be  ended  by  broken  arms,  legs,  loss 
of  sight  or  life.  About  one  in  a  hundred  succeeds. 
For  our  own  part  we  felt  little  inclination  for  an  un- 
dertaking, which  involved  so  much  difficulty  and 
danger,  though  neither  corporosity,  old-age,  or  lazi- 
ness, precluded  the  possibility  of  success.  To  walk 
the  precipice's  edge,  the  steep,  misty,  slippery  path 
of  the  chamois  had  no  more  charms  for  us  than  the  ice 
or  snow  for  a  bed,  and  a  bit  of  granite  for  a  pillow,  in 
regions  of  eternal  frost.  To  go  alone  was  impossi- 
ble, and  we  conceived  we  had  no  right  to  hire  men 
to  expose  their  lives  to  gratify  our  curiosity;  wt  eon- 
tented  ourselves  to  see,  and  try  to  feel  the  terrific 
environment  of  this  valley,  to  mark  the  desolate 
path,  to  listen  to  the  thunder  roar  of  the  avalanche, 
and  to  visit  the  "garden  floating  on  a  sea  of  ice 
whose  flowers  are  warmed  into  life  and  blossom,  by 
the  diamond  glacier  that  surrounds  thein." 

[Cinciimali  Clnonicle. 

ROBERT  FULTON.  [For  proceedings  in  hotis? 
of  representatives  in  relation  to  a  pamphlet  written 
by  James  Rumsey  and  his  trial  of  a  steamboat  on  the 
Potomac  in  1787  with  references  to  his  invention  as 
early  as  1735,  immediately  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  American  revolution  and  before  the  organization 
of  our  present  government,  see  page  127.] 
From  Ihe  V.  S.  Guzdte, 

We  observe  by  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, that  a  bill  has  been  reported  for  the 
relief  of  the  children  of  Robert  Fulton. 

As  naiives  of  Pennsylvania,  we  feel  proud  of  his 
name  and  his  fame.  Lancaster  county  in  this  state 
was  his  birth  place,  and  without  friends  and  without 
funds,  by  the  aid  of  his  own  splendid  genius,  he  be- 
came a  benefactor  of  mankind,  and  left  an  imperish- 
able renown.  The  late  emperor  Alexander  was  so 
well  satisfied  of  his  great  merits,  that  in  the  midst  of 
his  wars  in  Germany,  with  Napoleon,  he  found  time 
to  issue  a  decree,  granting  to  Fulton,  the  exclusive 
nnvigation  of  the  waters  of  Russia,  for  15  years.  But 
alas,  he  died  before  this  munificent  grant  could  be 
carried  into  eflect. 

We  annex  a  copy  of  the  Imperial  decree,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Adams'  letter  communicating  it: 
,  Letter  of  the  honorable  John  Quincy  Adams,  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  at  St.  Petersburgh,  transmitting 
a  copy  of  ihe  decree  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  grant- 
ing to  Fulton,  as  the  original  inventor,  the  exclusive 
steam  navigation  of  the  waters  of  Russia  for  fifteen 
years. 

St.  Petcrsiurg,  Feb.  18,  1814. 

Sie:  With  the  enclosed  duplicates  of  my  letters  to 
you,  of  31st  December  and  29th  January,  and  of  the 
translation  of  the  imperial  rescript  sent  me  by  count 
Romauzoff,  I  now  traVismit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note 
which  I  have,  since  the  dates  of  those  letters,  re- 
ceived from  the  minister  of  the  interior,  Kosodaw- 
lew,  with  a  copy  of  the  emperor's  rescript  in  the  ori- 
ginal Russian.  The  note  from  the  miuist'er  of  the 
Ulterior  is  also  in  Russian,  but  with  an  English  trans- 
lation annexed,  of  which  that  which  I  now  send  you 
is  a  copy.  Though  it  conlains  nothing  more  than 
what  the  minister  had  verbally  said  to  me,  as  1  in- 
formed you  in  my  last  letter,  it  may  be  gratify- 
ing to  you  to  have  it  from  him  in  writing;  for  which 
reason    it   is   enclosed.     As  the  term  of  the  privi- 


lege has  already  commenced,  it  is  secured  to  you  as 
etfeetualjy  as  it  will  be  even  by  the  delivery  of  the 
patent. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  sir,  your  humble  and  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Robert  FuUmi,  esq.  JVeu)  York. 
Copy  of  a  decree-  of  UU  imptrial  majesly,  the  emperor  of 

Russia. 

Fryburgh,  Dec.  10,  1813. 
J\Ir.  Ihe  Minister  of  the  Interior: 

Mr.  Robert  Fulton,  a  citizen  of  the  stale  of  New- 
York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  having  in- 
vented a  species  of  boat,  of  a  particular  kind,  that  is 
moved  by  steam,  has  solicited  the  privilege  of  con- 
structing boats  of  this  discription  here,  not  only  for 
the  navigation  between  St.  Petersburgh  and  Cronstadt, 
but  also  upon  the  whole  navigable  waters  of  Russia. 
Considering  the  advantages  that  may  result  from 
such  an  invention,  upon  the  condition  and  extension 
of  the  national  industry, 

1  order  that  there  may  be  delivered  to  him  or  his 
agent,  a  like  privilege,  conformable  to  the  principles 
of  our  manifesto  of  "the  17th  June,  1S12,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  form  tliat  v.e  have  presented  to  the  coun- 
cil of  state.  The  terms  of  the  privilege  must  be 
fixed  at  fifteen  years,  to  count  from  the  day  of  this 
date,  ill  order  that  the  term  of  the  decree,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distance  he  resides  from  here,  it  may 
be  more  convenient  for  him  to  take  measures  for 
the  execution  of  his  enterprise.  In  granting  this 
decree,  it  is  declared,  that  in  no  ease  shall  he  be 
allowed  to  charge  a  greater  price,  whether  for  goods 
or  passengers  eillior  to  the  crown  or  individuals, 
than  that  establislied  either  by  the  Ukase  or  the  laws 
for  common  transportation.  In  case  .Mr.  Fulton 
himself,  or  those  having  charge  of  Ihe  execution  of 
this  enterprise,  should  not.  succeed  in  the  course  of 
the  three  first  years,  in  putting  in  use  in  Russia  one 
or  more  steamboats,  the  privilege  hereby  granted  to 
him  shall  be  null  and  void.  For  this  privilege  he  will 
be  required  to  pay  1,500  rubles,  fixed  by  the  aforesaid 
decree.  "      '  ALEXANDER, 

Copy  conformably  to  the  original. 

(Signed)  KOSODAWLEW. 

Minister  rf  tlic  Interior. 

RETRIBUTIVE  JUSTICE  OF  THE  INDIAN. 
An  event  took  place  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  last  week, 
which  stro'igly  marks  the  savage  character.  Two 
Indians  of  the  Winnebago  nation  quarrelled,  upon 
which  one  stabbed  the  other  to  the  heart;  he  attempt- 
ed to  escape,  biit  was  overtaken,  brought  back,  and 
placed  upon  the  body  of  the  dead  Indian,  by  the  rela- 
tives of  the  latter.  Several  gentlemen  interfered  in 
behalf  of  the  captive,  and  requested  that  he  might  ba 
allowed  to  go,  because  he  was  not  so  much  in  fault 
as  the  other.  They  were  answered  that,  if  "white- 
men"  wouhl  pay  fifteen  dollars  to  the  mother  of  the 
deceased,  he  mie;ht  go,  otherwise  he  must  die.  This 
condition  not  being  complied  with,  he  was  doomed. 
During  this  negotiation  the  savage  sat  upon  the  body 
of  his  foe,  smoking  his  pipe,  perfectly  indifferent  as 
to  the  issue,  and  when  told  he  must  die,  he  deliber- 
ately removed  his  pipe,  giving  the  usual  "ugh!"  His 
executioner  then  steppeil  behind  him,  and  with  a  sin- 
o-le  blow  of  the  hatchet  severed  the  right  arm  at  the 
shoulder;  upon  this  the  Indian  resumed  his  pipe  and 
be"an  to  smoke  as  if  nothing  had  happened;  in  a 
short  time  the  executioner,  with  a  blow,  severed  the 
left  arm.  The  Indian  still  retained  his  upright  posi- 
tion; not  a  muscle  of  his  face  changed.  A  third  blow 
across  the  small  of  his  back  brought  him  to  the 
ground.  Even  then  his  countenance  wore  the  same 
cold,  serene  and  stoic  expression.  He  was,  hov/- 
ever  soon  cut  to  pieces  by  the  relatives  of  the  dead 
man.  The  savage  made  almost  superhuman  elibrts 
to  escape,  but  the  moment  his  pursuers  touched  him, 
he  surrendered  and  walked  back,  and  seated  himself 
upon  the  dead  body,  without  once  attempting  to  es- 
cape. This  was  an  instance  of  Indian  retribution  and 
savage  fortitude.  [Dubuque  {Iowa)  Express. 

ENCKE'S  COMET.  This  interesting  body,  which 
visited  our  sphere  in  1838,  has  again  become  visible. 
I  had  a  fine  view  of  it  through  Clark's  telescope.  It 
could  be  distinctly  seen  even  in  the  Finder,  (or  small 
tatached  telescope),  and  therefore  may  have  been  pre- 
viously observed  by  others,  although  aided  by  instru- 
ments less  powerful  than  ours.  Its  figure  is  nearly- 
round,  and  its  brightness  exceeds  that  of  1838,  the 
light  being  more  dense  towards  the  central  parts,  and 
the  margin  better  defined.  Indeed,  immersed  as  it 
is  in  the  evening  twilight,  it  is  far  more  conspicu- 
ous than  1  anticipated.  Through  the  kindness  of  my 
friend,  S.  C.  V/alker,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  I  received 
a  newspaper  containing  an  ephemeris,  (giving  a  few 
of  the  computed  places  of  the  comet  for  the  present 
period),  copied  from  the  London  Philosophical  Jour- 
nal. The  evenings  of  the  26th  and  37tli  proved  un- 
favorable for  observation;  but  last  evening,  an  hour 
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after  sunset,  the  comet  was  readily  found,  being  in- 
deed so  near  the  place  assigned  to  it  in  the  epheme- 
ris,  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  point  "the  telescope 
to  that  part  of  the  heavens  and  the  beautiful  object 
at  once  presented  itself.  Jls  position  is  a  little  south 
of  the  head  of  Aries.  At  7h.  4^ 
degree  and  a  half  south  of  Gain, 


great  injustice  has  been  done  to  our  officers  in  the 
recent  accounts  of  Ross'  discoveries,  by  the  conceal- 
ment of  the  fact  that  he  was  c;uided  to  the  point 
where  those  discoveries  commenced,  by  the  charts 
of  Commodore   Wilkes.     Ross,  therefore,  bears   to 

it  was  about  a  ',  him  about  the  relation  that  Vespucci  bore  to  Colum- 

^Srietis,  near  the    bus." 


star  Iota,  marked  :205  on  the'  .'\3tr0n0mical  Society's 
Catalogue. 

Next  to  Halley's  comet  this  body  is  regarded  by 
astronomers  33  the  most  interesting  member  of  the 
Bolar  system;  and  from  the  frequency  of  its  returns, 
it  has  already  led  to  very  important  results,  and  it 
will,  it  is  believed,  lead  to  many  more,  as  its  future 
motions  are  studied  and  observed. 

DENISON  OLMSTED. 

Yale  College,  March  29//i. 

RUSSIAN  CURRENCY.  The  following  is  an  ex- 
tract from  a  lecture  recently  delivered  in  New  York 
by  Mr.  Cambreling,  on  R-ussia. 

"Russia  had  her  funding  system  and  paper  cur- 
rency. Her  debt,  funded  and  unfunded,  amounts  to 
three  or  four  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  varying 
with  ttie  amount  of  her  paper  or  imperial  bank  note 
eurrency,  wliich  is  constantly  fluctuating  in  value  as 
well  as  amount.  Her  revenue  and  expenditure  each 
appears  to  be  about  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
But  the  financial  reports  of  that  government  present 
only  a  very  limited  view  of  its  vast  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, as  the  crown  is  a  great  manufacturer  in 
every  branch — miner  of  every  description — an  ex- 
tensive banker — a  large  agriculturist  and  eminent 
merchant.  It  is  from  these  sources,  besides  provin- 
cial exactions  of  labor  or  commodities — none  of 
which  are  embraced  in  their  financial  reports — that 
Russia  draws  her  supplies  from  her  armies,  fleets 
and  governmepts.  He  referred  to  its  ancient  origin 
as  the  only  apology  for  it,  and  described  the  mis- 
chievous tendency  of  such  an  xmwarrantable  inter- 
ference of  government  with  the  trade  and  industry 
of  Russia, 

"Catharine  II.  established  her  bank  of  Assinat  in 
1768.  The  iirst  issue  was  forty  millions  of  paper 
roubles,  redeemable  in  'current  money,'  by  which 
she  meant  copper;  but  the  value  of  the  paper  rouble 
was  about  equal  to  the  silver  rouble,  and  continued 
so  for  about  twenty  years.  In  1797  another  issue  of 
sixty  millions  was  made,  and  the  paper  rouble  be- 
gan to  depreciate.  The  faith  of  the  crown  was 
pledged  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  one  hundred 
millions  should  never  be  exceeded;  but  in  three  years, 
(1790),  the  faith  of  the  crown  was  violated,  and 
continued  to  be  violated  in  each  succeeding  year  for 
twenty  years,  till  1810,  when  this  bank  note  currency 
amounted  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  millions 
of  roubles.  The  faith  and  wealth  of  the  crown  were 
then  pledged  for  their  redemption.  With  these  suc- 
cessive issues  they  had  declined  in  value,  and  in  1811 
one  silver  rouble  was  equal  to  four  in  paper.  The 
present  emperor  has  endeavored  to  raise  their  rela- 
tive value  by  ukase.  The  last  was  issued  on  the  1st 
of  July,  1839;  since  when,  one  silver  rouble  is  ex- 
changed fur  three  and  a  half  in  paper;  but  as  the 
prices  of  every  thing  have  been  fixed  in  the  paper 
rouble,  at  the  rate  of  four  for  one  in  silver,  for  thirty 
years  past,  the  practical  effect  of  these  imperial  de- 
crees is  to  levy  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  consumer. 
"Catharine's  Loan  Bank  was  established  in  1786. 
"Tlic  Imperial  bank  of  Commerce  was  established 
in  1818,  by  the  Lniperor  Alexander.  That  bank  has 
branches  in  the  ditt'erent  cities  in  the  empire — dis- 
count bills  of  exchange — makes  advances  on  mer- 
chandise— allows  four  per  cent,  on  deposites,  and 
charges  six — and  since  the  1st  January,  1840,  re- 
ceives deposites  in  exchange  for  a  new  description 
of  bank  notes  of  various  denominations,  small  and 
large,  equivalent  to  the  silver  rouble.  lu  the  first 
quarter  after  that  authority  was  given,  about  ten 
millions  were  issued. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION.  The  Washington 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser gives  the  following  information:  "For  fafther 
news,  1  have  to  tell  you  that  despatches  were  receiv- 
ed over  land,  a  fortnight  since,  from  the  exploring 
expedition.  The  contents  have  not  been  suHered  to 
transpire,  but  there  arc  persons  now  in  Washington 
who  have  conversed  with  the  officers  of  the  expedi- 
tion since  they  left  Columbia  Kiver.  It  has  dropped 
from  them  that  the  researches  and  surveys  made  on 
the  northwest  coast  ale  of  such  value  as  will  more 
than  compensate  the  nation  for  the  whole  cost  of  the 
expedition.  It  is  guessed  that  this  refers  to  the  light 
which  will  be  thus  thrown  upon  our  title  to  the  whole 
northwest  coast,  from  the  northern  limits  of  Mexico 
to  the  soulhfi'ii  bounds  of  the  Russian  claim,  tarejt 
immediat".  value  will  therefore  be  added  to  the  more 
barren  glory  of  taking  Irom  the  Tcira  .iiislralis  its  epi- 
thet of  iiifo^iiifu.     By  the  way,  it  has  been  said  that 


The  same  writer  suggests  that  Captain  Wilkes 
ought  to  be  promoted,  and  remarks  that  for  discove- 
ries of  far  less  importance  than  he  has  made,  Russia 
elevated  Krusenstiern,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
to  that  of  admiral. 

OTIS'  STEAM  EXCAVATOR.  We  paid  a  fly- 
ing visit  on  Saturday  last  to  Otis'  steam  excavator, 
in  Brooklyn,  where  it  is  at  work  digging  down  the 
hill  formerly  known  as  "Fort  Green,"  and  filling  up 
the  shallow  inlet  and  quagmire  entitled  "the  Walla- 
bout,"  or  so  much  of  it  as  lies  above  the  old  road  to 
Flushing.  The  "Geologist"  is  surely  a  great  curio- 
sity. He  walks  right  into  a  mountain  as  though  it 
were  a  place  of  hot  cakes,  and  dips  it  up  a  cart  load 
at  a  sliovelfull,  as  fast  as  you  please.  He  cuts  right 
and  left  a  path  some  six  rods  wide  through  the  hill, 

and  then  takes  a  new  swath.  He  is  locomotive,  and  '  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  signed  on 
advances  by  his  own  steam-power,  whenever  the  j  the  4th  of  July  by  the  members,  whose  names  are 
earth  has  receded  before  him,  grades  and  stakes  down  1  there  inserted;  but  the  fact  is  not  so,  for  no  person 
for  himself,  and  only  requires  one  man  to  tend  shovel  signed  it  on  that  day  nor  for  many  days  after,  and 
and  another  to  look  after  the  fire  and  engine,  though    among   the   names   subscribed,  one  was  against   it, 


house  door,  in  his  bcots  and  spurs,  as  the  members 
were  asssembling;  after  a  friendly  salutation  (with- 
out a  word  on  the  business)  we  went  into  the  hall  of 
congress  together,  and  found  we  were  among  the 
latest;  proceedings  immediately  commenced,  and 
after  a  few  minutes  the  great  question  was  put;  when 
the  vote  for  Delaware  was  called,  your  uncle  arose 
and  said;  "As  I  believe  the  voice  of  my  constituents 
and  of  all  sensible  and  honest  men  is  in  favor  of  in- 
dependence, and  my  own  judgment  concurs  with 
them,  I  vote  for  independence;"  or  in  words  to  the 
same  etTect.  The  state  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  4lh 
of  July  (there  being  only  five  members  present, 
jMessrs.  Dickinson  and  Morris,  who  had  in  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  voted  against  independence  were 
absent)  voted  for  it;  three  to  two,  Messrs.  Willing 
and  Humphries  in  the  negative.  Unanimity  in  the 
thirteen  slates,  an  all  important  point  on  so  great 
an  occasion,  was  thus  obtained;  tlie  dissention  of  a 
single  state  might  have  produced  very  dangerous 
consequences. 

Now,  that  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  will  tell  you  some 
truths,  not  generally  known.  In  the  printed  public 
journal  of  congress  for  1776,  vol.  2,  it  would  appea 


one  or  two  others  are  generally  employed  to  smooth 
the  track  before  him,  &.c.  besides  tending  the  carts, 
which  approach  to  be  filled  on  one  rail-track  and  go 
offloaded  by  another. 

If  he  comes  to  a  stone  weighing  only  a  ton  or  such 
a  matter,  the  geologist  "makes  no  bones"  of  it,  but 
pitches  it  into  the  cart  like  a  peck  of  gravel.  If  he 
comes  to  a  stone  weighing  some  four  or  five  tons,  he 
takes  him  up  more  carefully  and  lays  him  out  the 
other  side  of  his  path.  All  this  is  effected  by  an  im- 
mense shovel  with  a  sliding  bottom,  at  the  end  of  an 
immense  and  complicated  arm,  worked  by  much  in- 
genious and  novel  machinery. 

The   inventor  is  now  dead;    the  company  spent 


Mr.  Read,  and  seven  were  not  in  congress  on  that 
day,  namely,  Messrs.  Morris,  Rush,  Clymer,  Smith, 
Taylor  and  Ross  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Thornton 
of  New  Hamphshire;  nor  were  the  six  gentleman 
last  named  at  that  time  members;  the  five  for  Penn- 
sylvania were  appointed  delegates  by  the  convention 
of  that  state  on  the  20th  July,  and  Mr.  Thornton  en- 
tered congress  for  the  first  time  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember following:  when  the  names  of  Henry  Wisner 
of  New  York,  and  Thomas  McKean  of  Delaware 
are  not  printed  as  subscribers,  tho'  both  were  pre- 
sent and  voted  for  independence. 

Here  false  colors  are   certainly  hung  out;  there  is 
culpability  somewhere.     What  I  can  offer  as  an  apo- 


thirty  thousand  dollars  upon  the  invention  before  the  ]  logy  or  explanation  is,  that  on  the  4th  of  July  1776, 
first  machine  was  made,  and  much  more  afterward,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  ordered  to  be 
The  patent  (which  is  now  secured  throughout  Eu-j  engrossed  on  parchment  and  then  to  be  signed,  and  I 
rope),  is  probably  worth  a  million  of  dollars.  An  ;  have  been  told,  that  a  resolve  had  passed  a  few  days 
"excavator"  complete  costs  about  §,6,000,  and  will  ]  after  and  was  entered  on  the  secret  journal,  that  no 
dig  and  load  a  1,000  cubic  yards  of  earth  per  day —  |  person  should  have  a  seat  in  congress,  during  that  year, 
equal  to  the  labor  of  150  men — cares  nothing  for  i  until  he    should  have  signed  the    Declaration,  in  or- 


culd  or  heat,  rain  or  fair  weather,  but  goes  ahead  and 
minds  its  own  business  through  all. 

The  excavation  is  about  a  mile  from  the  Fulton 
Ferry  (where  carriages  are  abundant),  and  we  re- 
commend those  who  have  leisure  and  rational  curio- 
sity to  look  over,  and  see  this  modern  Hercules  at 
his  labors.  Such  a  chance  for  those  interested  in 
geology  has  rarely  been  afforded.  Fort  Green  was 
entirely  a  marine  deposite,  and  nearly  every  variety 
of  rock  has  been  disclosed  by  the  excavation — includ- 
ing large  masses  from  Westchester,  Connecticut,  and 
regiohs  far  more  distant.  Under  fifty  feet  of  solid 
earth  are  found  boulders  and  pebbles  which  must 
have  been  subjected  to  the  action  of  waves  and  cur- 
rents for  hundreds  if  not  thousandsTif  years,  and  thus 
have  been  worn  round  and  smooth  as  lap-stones. 
Pretty  extensive  geological  cabinets  may  be  made 
up  here  with  hardly  a  touch  of  the  hammer.  Who 
will  neglect  the  opportunity  to  see  a  machine  which 
is  to  work  a  revolution  in  rail  road,  canal  and  all  ex- 
tensive excavation  whatever.'  [JV".  Y.  Tribune. 

REVOLUTIONARY  HISTORY.  We  have  been 
allowed  to  publish  the  following  letter  from  the  late 
Thomas  McKean  to  C.  A.  Rodney. 

fVilmingion  (Del.)  Journal. 
Pliitaddiikia,  ^vg.  22ii,  1813. 

DE.tR  sir:  Your  favor  of  the  22d  last  month,  with 
a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  congress  at  New  York 
in  October,  1765,  printed  in  the  Baltimore  Register, 
came  safe  to  hand.  Not  having  heard  of  this  publi- 
cation, I  had  the  proceedings  of  that  body  (not  the 
whole/  reprinted  here  about  2  months  ago,  from  a 
copy  I  found  in  the  1st  volume  of  "American 
Tracts"  (contained  in  four  volumes  octavo)  edited 
by  J.  Almon  of  London,  in  1767.  Such  an  impor- 
tant iransactiou  should  not  be  unknown  to  the  future 
historian. 

I  recollect  what  passed  in  congress  in  the  begin- 
ning of  July  1776  respecting  independence;  it  was 
not  as  you  have  conceived.  On  Monday  the  1st  of 
the  July  the  question  was  taken  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  when  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  (repre- 
sented by  seven  gentlemen  then  present)  voted 
against  it;  Delaware,  (having  then  only  two  repre- 
sentatives present)  was  divided:  all  the  other  states 
voted  in  favor  of  it.  Whereupon,  without  delay,  1 
sent  an  express  (at  my  private  expense)  for  your  ho- 
nored uncle,  Caisar  Rodney,  esquire,  the  remaining 
member    for    Deleware,  whom    I   met  at  the  state 


der,  (as  I  have  been  given  to  understand)  to  prev 
traitors  or  spies  from  worming  themselves  amongst 
us.  I  was  not  in  congress  after  the  4th,  for  some 
months,  having  marched  with  my  regiment  of  asso- 
ciatorsof  this  city,  as  colonel,  to  support  General 
Washington  until  a  flying  camp  of  ten  thousand 
men  was  completed.  When  the  associators  were 
discharged  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  took  my  seat 
in  congress,  and  then  signed  the  declaration  on 
parchment.  Two  days  after  I  went  to  New  Castle, 
joined  the  convention  for  forming  a  constitution  for 
the  future  government  of  the  stale  of  Delaware 
(having  been  elected  a  member  for  New  Castle 
county)  which  1  wrote  in  a  tavern,  without  a  book 
or  any  assistance. 

Y'ou  may  rely  on  the  accuracy  of  the  foregoing  re- 
lation. It  is  full  time  to  print  and  publish  the  secret 
journal  of  congress  during  the  revolution. 

I  have  thus  answered  your  request,  and  trust  it 
may  reform  errors.  Accept,  dear  sir,  my  best  wish- 
es for  your  happiness.  THOS.  McKEAN. 

Cmsur  Jiiigustus  Rodneij,  esq. 

GEOLOGIC  SURVEY  OF  NEW  YORK.  Dur- 
ing the  recent  session,  an  account  of  the  progress  of 
the  survey  was  laid  before  the  legislature.  The  law 
authorising  the  survey  was  passed  in  1836,  and  ap- 
propriated Ji26,0U0  annually,  for  four  years,  within 
which  time  it  was  thought  the  survey  might  be  com- 
pleted. The  different  departments  were  committed 
to  the  following  persons,  with  the  annual  allowau- 
ces  annexed: 

Botany,  John  Torrey,  N.  Y.  $2,300;  mineralogy, 
Lewis  C.  Beck,  N.  Y.  5;2,550;  zoology,  James  G.  De 
Kay,  fi3.6U0;  palajont'ology,  Tim.  C.  Conrad,  Pa. 
^1,800;  geology,  1st  dis.  Win.  M.  Mather,  Ohio, 
>^2,600;  geology,  2d  dis.  Ebenczer  Simmons,  Albany, 
J,2,60U;  geology,  3d  dis.  Lardner  Vanuxein,  }J2,6U0j 
geology,  4lh  dis.  James  Hall,  .Albany,  §2,600. 

The  survey  was  closed  on  the  1st  of  January  last. 
Eight  suites  have  been  collected,  one  of  wliich,~con- 
taining  20,000  specimens,  is  to  be  retained  by  the 
state,  and  the  others  arc  to  be  distributed  among  the 
various  literary  institutions.  Drawings  of  2,000 
animals,  native  in  the  state,  have  been  prepared  by 
Dr.  De  Kay;  as  many  of  indigenous  plants,  by  Dr. 
Torrey;  more  than  1,000  of  organic  remains,  by  Dr. 
Conrad;  and  each  of  the  five  other  persons  has  pre- 
pared maps,  views,  and  sections,  necessary  to  exhi- 
bit very  fully  the  formation  of  the  territory  he  liaa 
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examined.  The  expense  of  the  field  survey  con- 
tinued for  five  years  and  a  half,  amounted  to  li)I,67() 
dollars.  The  Viniil  reports  will  consist  of  eisht  vo- 
lumes of  409  pajes  each,  exclusive  of  illustrations. 

MR.  STEVENS'  WAR  STEAMER.  Mr.  Ste- 
vens has  invented  a  new  species  of  shell  for  the  use 
of  his  vessel.  These  shells  are  hermetically  seal- 
ed, and  are  effectually  secured  from  accidental  ex- 
plosion, either  from  fire  or  from  violent  concussion; 
they  are  perfectly  safe  also,  from  injury  by  submer- 
sion in  water.  They  are  so  constructed  as  to  ex- 
plode after  having  penetrated  the  object  against 
which  they  are  discharged;  and  being  elongated, 
contain  three  times  as  much  powder  as  the  common 
shell  of  the  same  calibre;  they  do  not  require  the 
use  of  mortars,  but  may  be  fired  from  guns  of  the 
ordinary  kind.  fllr.  Stevens  states  that  out  of  twen- 
ty of  these  shells  v/hich  were  discharged  into  tim- 
bers, or  into  banks  of  sand,  nineteen  exploded  in  the 
manner  anticipated,  rendering  their  action  suliicient- 
iy  certain,  evincing  the  possession  of  properties  not 
possessed  by  any  other  shell,  and  producing  effects 
which  were  actually  tremendous.  The  following  is 
an  account  of  an  experiment  made  by  Mr.  Stevens, 
under  the  directions  of  the  government,  to  test  the 
qualities  of  these  shells. 

A  target  of  white  oak  was  constructed  in  the 
strongest  manner,  by  one  of  the  best  ship  builders; 
it  measured  five  feet  in  thickness,  and  the  tnnbers 
were  secured  together  by  iron  screw  bolts  passing 
entirely  through  the  whole.  This  target  was  perfo- 
rated by  the  explosion  of  a  single  shell,  a  hole  being 
made  in  it  through  which  a  horse  might  have  passed. 
Seven  timbers  of  white  oak,  each  measuring  12  by 
16  inches,  were  torn  into  shreds,  and  shattered  to  a 
great  distance. 

The  plan  v/hioh  we  have  thus  sketched  from  the 
statements  of  the  inventor  for  constructing  and  arm- 
ing this  new  species  of  vessel,  has  been  matured, 
with  most  of  its  details,  for  many  years.  The  pre- 
sent was  thought  to  be  a  favorable  period  for  its 
practical  adoption;  and  in  this  belief  congress  has 
concurred.  The  necessary  appropriation  for  con- 
structing the  vessel  with  promptness  has  been  made, 
and  we  may  expect  soon  to  hear  that  she  is  afloat. 
[Baltimm-e  .Imerican. 

BATTLE  OF  LEXINGTON.  We  learn  from 
the  Bunker  Hill  Aurora,  that  the  67th  anniversary  of 
the  Battle  of  Lexington  was  celebrated  by  a  public 
ball  in  that  town  on  Friday  evening  last.  Tlie  19th 
of  April,  1775,  was  a  day  of  fearful  interest — appear- 
ing at  that  lime,  to  many,  to  be  almost  a  day  of  doom! 
But  it  was  the  breaking  of  day-light!  the  dawning  of 
liberty,  whose  glorious  sunshine  we  have  since  en- 
joyed. The  Aurora  states,  that  there  was  one  elder- 
ly iady — a  much  interested  spectator  of  the  passing 
scenes — in  the  company,  who  deserves  an  especial 
..  notice.  It  is  not  for  her  agility  in  dancing,  however, 
or  any  other  fashionable  qualities  or  qualifications, 
that  she  deserves  this  notice.  She  is  one  of  those  in- 
teresting memorials  of  a  by-gone  age — one  of  the  re- 
verenced remnants  of  our  revolutionary  /icing-  histo- 
ry— it  was  Miss  Clarke — the  daughter  of  rev.  Dr. 
Clarke,  the  rebel  who  gave  protection  and  shelter  to 

the  proscribed  rebels,  HANCOCK  and  ADAMS . 

Miss  Clarke  is  now  sevenly-eight  years  of  age,  and  her 
recollection  of  the  events  of  the  opening  of  the  revo- 
lution, is  as  perfect  as  ever.  She  was  eleven  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  re- 
members the  intense  anxiety  and  excitement  of  that 
occasion  perfectly  well.  Hancock  and  Adams,  who 
had  been  denounced  in  the  royal  proclamation,  had 
been  secreted  for  a  fortnight  m  her  fatlier's  house, 
coming  there  from  Concord,  where  they  were  attend- 
ing to  the  public  business,  e.'ery  night.  The  mother 
ofiMiss  Clarke  has  been  dead  over  fifty  years,  and 
her  father  about  thirty  years.  She  has  a  sister  living 
at  West  Cambridge,  and  a  younger  sister  at  home. 

THE  HOLMES  CASE. 
Reported  for  the  United  Stales   Gazette. 

■  United  Slates,  i  In    the    United  Stafes  cir- 

vs.  >cnit    court,   brlore    juilses 

Alpxander  W.  Holmes.  J       BaldvMu  and  Randall. 

Tins  case  vvlijcli  has  excited  so  much  inierest  on 
hot.,  sides  ol  the  ocp;iri,  was  brougtit  to  a  close  upon 
last  Friday,  ami  tbe  jiiiy,  on  Satu'.djy  iiioiiiing,  not 
haviiij;  been  alile  to  agr«e  uiiiil  then,  returned  Willi  a 
verdict  ot  "guilty, "  A  verdict,  wliicli  was  diliereiii 
Irom  the  expeclalions  ot  rnjiiy;  except  those  v^  h.> 
heard  the  charge  ol  tlie  able  judse  wI.q  prcMdes  in 
this  tribunal,  a.id  wlio  considered  the  question  as 
piiiely  one  of  law,  and  thought  the  delendanl  had  not 
made  out  the  case  of  jnevitable  necessity  which 
could,  III  lavt,  e,',tablisli  his  only  excuse. 

The  evidence,  allhougli  in  some  points  contradic- 
tory, was  iu  the  main  to  this  elfect.  That  on  the 
12th  day  of  March,  1841,  the  ship  William  Brown 


left  the  port  ofLiverpodI  lor  Philailelphia,  and  under 
th>-  innst  lavornble  auspices,  and  so  they  continued 
niilil'thp  ill  (a!ed  19lh  of  April,  at  niglit,  witliin  abcHit 
i»o  hiindnd  and  fifty  miles  IVoin  Ni'wdiundhiiid, 
when  the  ship  struck,  as  was  supposed,  an  island  ol 
ice,  which  stove  ill  her  bows,  and  in  an  hour  or  so 
she  sunk.  Tlie  captain,  not  at  first  aware  of  the  full 
extent  of  the  ca'aslioplip,  ordered,  as  sopii  as  he  he- 
came  a)iprised  of  it,  the  boats  to  be  preparpd  with  all 
alacrity;  thn  passengers,  as  nia-ny  as  can,  crowd  into 
llie  lon>;  boat;  no  restriciion  is  placeil;  the  boats  push 
olfliom  the  si  ip,  and  in  llie  course  of  an  hour -lie 
sinks,  head  foremost,  vvilli  tliiity  one  unfortunate, 
men,  women  and  children,  who  remained  on  board 
and  was  seen  no  more.  Such  is  the  power  of  the 
vortex,  that  not  even  a  lloatiiis  cask,  or  timber, 
suiinslothe  surface  as  a  token  of  the  sad  disaster. 
Forty  two,  inclnding  the  sailors,  are  in  the  lorifj  boat; 
the  captain,  with  eight  of  his  crew  and  passengers, 
having  entered  ttie  jolly  boat,  they  remain  all  ihat 
iiiiiht  together,  and  on  the  next  morning. separ.ite,  to 
make  the  best  ol'iheir  way  to  land.  Those  in  the 
long  boat  are  compelled  to  use  every  vigilance  dur- 
ing this  Tuesday  in  baling;  they  are  constantly 
baling,  while  the  sailors  endeavoi  to  row  and  steer 
theboat.  A  melancholy  silence  prevail^;  nothing  is 
said,  every  one  seeming  to  anticipate  that  awful  hint 
wtncli  the  mate,  who  commands  the  long  boat,  felt 
it  his  duty  to  intimate  to  the  captain  at  parting,  tliat 
he  (the  inale)  saw  no  alternalive  but  to  cast  lots 
who  should  go  over.  Ttie  sea  is  calm,  and  the  rain 
is  violeni;  the  beat  leak?  Iroin  below,  and  the  rain 
falls  from  dbove.  On  Tuesday  night,  the  wind  fresh- 
ens; now  commences  the  scene  of  liorioi;  one  or  two 
waves  dash  into  the  boat.  The  extremity,  according 
to  the  witnesses  for  the  defence  was  great — was  in- 
evitable, though  those  (or  the  jiroseciition  diil  not 
believe  it  so  imminent.  But  the  fads  sworn  to  hy 
those  tor  the  delence,  were  unequivocal— that  th'e 
boat  war)  sinking,  that  siicii  was  tlie  alarm,  and  that 
the  gumvaie  was  within  two  inches  of  the  water;  none 
ol  the  wiliiesses  lor  the  prosecution  swear  lo  this — but 
tiiey  never  opposed  the  I'act.  The  boat  is  lighted, 
and  water  is  bailed  on';  on  the  morning  two  others 
are  thiowii  over,  but  it  does  not  appear  by  whom, 
nor  is  the  testimony  at  all  clear  or  satisfactory  on 
this  point — some  swearing  it  was  one  indivdiial,  some 
aiioilier. 

How  far  the  witnesses  on  either  side  permitted 
any  leeliij;;3  of  favor  or  dislike  to  operate,  lifs  con- 
cealed within  their  own  breasts, and  will  not  be  reveal 
ell  until  the  last  day;  certain  it  is  there  is  tio  feeling 
heart  hut  will  m  ike  all  proper  allowance  for  those 
whotcstilied  a.;aiiist  llie  defendant,  wlien  it  is  re- 
meiiibered  that  the  deaie>t  ties  of  blood  were  siinder- 
ed  on  t!iat  fearlul  night,  though,  as  the  defendant 
uiainlained,  on  the  score  of  sad  necessity,  and  in 
preser\aiion  oi  all  those  who  were  eventually  saved. 

The  c.ise  was  warmly  argued  on  both  sides. — the 
prosecntiou  contending  that  no  case  ot  inevitable  ne- 
cessity had  been  made  out — Ihat  the  law  applied  to 
those  cjses  inucli  more  extreme  than  this.  The  defence 
alled^ed  that  they  had  fully  established  a  case  of 
inevitable  necessity,  and  there  was  evpry  presump- 
tion to  believe  that  if  they  had  not  resorted  to  the 
inelancholv  alternative,  tliey  would  all  have  inevita- 
bly perish'ed. 

Heie  the  case  rested,  when  the  judge  charged  the 
jiiiy  th.it  the  obligation  of  the  caplaiii  and  crew  to 
carry  the  passengers  safe,  extended  even  to  a  case  of 
imminent  jieiil,  arid  they  were  bound  lo  saciifice 
their  own  lives,  if  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of 
the  rest. 

Counsel  for  the  United  States— William  M.  .Mere- 
dith,  George  M.  Dallas,  and  Oliver  Hopkinson,  Es- 
quires. 

For  Holmes— David  Paul  Brown,  Isaac  Hazle- 
huist,  and   Edward  Armstrong,  Enquires. 


AFFGHANISTAN. 


From  Blaclcwood's  Magazine. 
The  affairs  of  Affghanistan  have  elicited  so  much 
interest,  that  a  slight  narrative  of  the  rise  of  its  late 
sovereign  may  serve  to  clear  up  some  of  the  narra- 
tives on  the  subject.  A  portion  of  the  troops  of  Na- 
dir Shah,  in  his  invasion  of  India,  about  a  century 
since,  were  Affghans — ,a  race  of  barbarians,  inhabit- 
ing a  country  whose  Alpine  temperature  in  winter, 
and  whose  fertility  in  summer,  rendered  them  one  of 
the  most  vigorous  and  athletic  races  of  northern  In- 
dia. Nadir,  though  a  brilliant  soldier,  was  a  tyrant, 
and  therefore  hated;  but,  on  his  return  to  Persia  he 
became  a  sot,  and  was  easily  circumvented  by  a  court 
cabal.  Poison  and  the  dagger  are  the  eastern  bill  of 
rights.  A  considracy  was  formed  against  him,  and 
he  was  stabbed  while  lying  in  his  tent,  probably 
drunk.  A  period  of  general  convulsion  followed,  in 
which  his  auxiliary  troops  fought  each  other,  or  dis- 
persed to  their  own  homes.     In  the  general  disrup- 


tion, the  principal  officer  of  the  Affghans,  Ahmed 
Shah,  seized  a  convoy  of  treasure  belonging  to  Na- 
dir, returned  with  his  barbarians  to  his  mountains, 
drove  all  opposition  before  him,  and  giving  himself 
the  title  of  the  "Pearl  of  the  Age"  (Dooree  Doora- 
nee)  became  monarch  of  AfTghanistan. 

Ahmed  had  begun  life  as  a  robber  on  a  large  scale, 
and  he  continued  his  trade  on  an  increasing  one,  as 
long  as  he  lived.  He  must  have  been  a  formidable 
neighbor,  for  he  made  four  invasions  of  India;  fell 
heavily  on  the  decaying  house  of  Aurungzebe,  and 
robbed  and  massacred  without  mercy  whenever  he 
conquered.  At  length  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  pro- 
fligacy, plunder  and  toil  in  tbe  pursuit  of  both, 
brought  the  founder  of  the  AfTghan  throne  to  his 
grave.  He  died  in  177.3,  about  twenty  years  after 
Clive  had  laid  the  foundations  of  the  British  Indian 
empire,  by  the  battle  of  Plassey. 

In  the  east  the  conqueror  is  ahvays  succeeded  by  a 
coward — and  the  founder  of  a  kingdom  by  a  fool;  but 
the  kingdom  sometimes  escapes  the  natural  fall  of 
the  dynasty.  Timour  Shah,  the  son  of  Ahmed,  was 
an  indolent  voluptuary;  but  the  kingdom  survived 
him,  though  he  reigned  about  as  long  as  his  active 
and  clever  father. 

On  his  death  four  of  his  crowd  of  rival  sons  were 
rivals  for  the  throne.  Humaioon,  the  eldest,  at- 
tempted to  proclaim  himself  king  at  Candahar,  but 
was  attacked  by  the  army  of  Shah  Zemaun,  his  bro- 
ther, who  had  seized  on  C'abul,  and  assumed  the 
throne,  and  by  that  brother  had  his  eyes  put  out,  and 
was  thus  rendered,  in  the  Indian  style,  incapable  of 
empire.  India  is  the  land  of  conspiracy,  and  a  con- 
spiracy was  now  formed  against  Zemaun,  or  his  vi- 
zier, or  both.  The  conspirators  were  seized,  and 
had  their  heads  cut  off*.  But  they  had  been  power- 
ful chieftains — their  clans  vowed  revenge.  Mah- 
moud,  a  third  brother,  put  himself  at  their  head,  left 
Herat,  of  which  he  had  been  governor,  and  seized 
Candahar.  All  these  affairs  were  bloody,  but  tho- 
roughly Indian.  Zemaun,  who  had  been  preparing 
for  an  excursion  of  robbery  to  Hindostan,  now  stop- 
ped on  his  march,  and  hastens  back  to  crush  the  re- 
bellion; but  his  troops,  cither  tired  of  him,  or  cor- 
rupted by  his  brother,  no  sooner  saw   Mahmoud's 

lines,  than  one  half  of  them  marched  over  to  him 

The  vizier  and  the  monarch  had  only  to  turn  their 
horses'  heads  and  fly.  They  escaped  to  one  of  the 
mountain  tribes,  but  Mahmoud's  gold  followed  them 
there.  They  were  both  delivered  up;  Zemaun,  by  a 
retribiitary  fate,  was  blinded,  and  the  vizier,  more 
fortunate,  was  put  to  death.  But  in  this  furious  fa- 
mily, there  was  a  fourth  brother,  Shoojah,  who  had 
been  left  in  charge  of  Zemaun's  principal  jewels  at 
Peshawur.  An  insurrection — how  raised  is  among 
the  secrets  of  Gabul  diplomacy — suddenly  burst  round 
Mahmoud  in  tbe  midst  of  a  life  of  revelry;  he  was  de- 
throned, and  the  jewel  keeper  placed  in  his  room 

Shoojah  was  nov.-  king. 

But  the  AfTghan  tiirone  was  again  to  be  beset  by 
insurrection.  Mahmoud  escaped  from  his  prison, 
and  Shoojah  was  forced  to  leave  his  harem,  raise  aa 
army,  and  pursue  him.  He  had,  at  the  same  time, 
an  army  fighting  in  Cashmere.  The  horizon  now 
began  to  grow  cloudy  on  all  sides.  His  Affghanerian 
army  was  attacked  and  ruined  in  a  single  battle;  the 
next  intelligence  was  that  Mahmoud's  general,  Fut- 
teh  Khan,  a  chieftain  of  great  bravery  and  remarka- 
ble talent,  had  taken  Candahar;  this  was  about  1810. 
Shall  Shoojah  tlien  advanced  to  meet  the  rebels,  with 
a  powerful  army;  but  he  was  beaten  in  two  pitched 
battles,  and  forced  to  fly  to  the  Punjaub,  the  territo- 
ry of  Runjeet  Sing. 

Mahmoud  was  monarch  once  more,  and,  like  a  sa- 
vage, forgetting  what  he  owed  to  the  talents  and 
bravery  of  his  vizier,  Fulteh  Khan,  or,  probably  jea- 
lous of  ills  popularity,  he  blinded  him,  and  shortly 
after  put  him  to  death.  This  act  of  atrocity  produc- 
ed the  consequences  which  it  deserved;  the  brothers 
of  the  vizier  flew  to  arms. 

Dost  Mohammed  Khan,  one  of  them,  who  has 
since  f^ured  so  largely  in  the  history  of  this  dis- 
tracted country,  made  himself  master  of  Cabul. — 
Two  others  seized  Candahar,  Cashmere  and  the  rest 
of  the  dominions. 

Shatr-Shoojah,  under  the  protection  of  Runjeet 
Sing,  was  still  unlucky:  he  was  plundered  of  his 
jewels.  The  "Lion  of  the  Punjaub"  starved  the  fu- 
gitive prince,  until  he  gave  up  especially  the  famous 
diamond  named  "the  Mountain  of  the  Light;"  and, 
at  length,  Runjeet  having  no  more  to  get  from  him, 
Shah  Shoojah,  and  his  family,  were  suftered  lo  make 
their  way  to  the  British  territory  in  1814. 

The  origin  of  the  war  with  Dost  Mohammed  is 
still  involved  in  some  obscurity.  The  Persian  attack 
on  Herat,  openly  directed  by  a  Russian  general,  na- 
turally excited  suspicion  of  the  loose  fidelity  of  the 
Affghan  king.  It  was  unquestionable  that  he  had 
commenced  a  correspondence  with  Russia,  under 
pretence  of  protecting  himself  against  the  aggressions 
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of  Runjeet  Sing.  The  British  governor  genera!,  un- 
accountably forgetting  the  absolute  fickleness  of  the 
l;;irbarian  character,  and  the  notorious  facility  with 
"which  it  is  swayed  by  money,  is  said  to  have  refused 
advancing  a  subsidy  "of  =£300,000,  which  the  "Dost" 
(prince)  declared  to  be  really  necessary  to  his  throne; 
and  a  march  across  India  and  a  war  were  preferred, 
which  have  already  cost,  on  a  general  calculation, 
about  twenty  times  the  subsidy,  or  seven  millions 
sterling,  and  may  cost  an  unlimited  sum  before  quiet 
is  restored.  But  the  gallantry  of  the  British  troops 
shone  conspicuously  in  this  brief,  but  dangerous  cam- 
paign. 

From  the  .V.  1'.  Express. 

As  early  as  1836  Persia,  under  the  supposed  influ- 
ence of  Russia,  commenced  the  design  of  extending 
her  monarc'iiy  southward  by  the  annexation  of  Afl- 
ghanistp.'n,  which  she  followed  up  by  marching 
against  Herat.  Mr.  Ellis,  the  English  resident  at 
Teheran,  wrote  to  Lord  Palmerslon  that  this  step 
brought  the  influence  of  the  Russians  "to  the  thres- 
hold" of  the  East  India  possessions,  and  as  the  iiiliu- 
ence  of  the  British  minister  at  the  sourt  of  Sliah  rapid- 
ly declined,  and  the  siege  of  Herat  was  undertaken, 
much  alarm  was  felt  by  the  ministry.  Russian  emis- 
saries in  the  meantime  were  travelling  about  the 
country,  exploring  the  passes,  and  actually  assisting 
in  the  Persian  armies.  It  is  said  that  Col.  Harlan, 
an  American,  who  has  been  much  at  Washington 
during  the  past  winter,  was  sought  out  by  the  Rus- 
sians while  residing  at  the  court  of  Runjeet  Sing,  and 
received  their  particular  attention.  At  this  critical 
moment.  Dost  Mohammed,  who  governed  at  Cabul 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  emperor  of  Russia  asking 
him  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  Affghan  country 
and  to  extend  his  favorable  notice  to  himself.  He 
received  a  prompt  and  friendly  answer,  with  assu- 
rances, as  the  English  assert,  of  aid  and  assistance 
against  Runjeet  Sing,  himself  the  ally  of  England! 
It  is  also  asserted  as  a  matter  of  history,  that  a  trea- 
ty was  signed  between  the  Shah  of  Persia  and  the 
Sidars  or  head  of  the  Affghan  tribes,  guaranteed  by 
Count  Simonish,  resident  at  the  Persian  capital,  by 
which  the  Russian  influence  over  the  conflicting  in- 
terests of  Central  Asia  was  secured.  The  British 
government  forthwith  remonstrated  at  this  proce- 
dure, when  Count  Nesselrode  disavowed  the  inten- 
tions which  were  attributed  to  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. Lord  Palmerston  accepted  these  disavow- 
als as  satisfactory  in  1S38.  The  seige  of  Herat  was 
discontinued,  the  Persians  retreated  and  all  seemed 
quiet.  These  circumstances  preceded  the  English 
invasion  of  Affghanistan  and  the  advance  of  the  lius- 
sian  army  under  General  Perowsky  upon  Khiva  in 
1839-40. 

The  army  under  sir  John  Keane  marched  on  Feb. 
24,  1839,  lor  the  Bolan  pass,  was  soon  joined  by 
Shah  Soojah, entered  the  pass,  found  the  weather  bit- 
terly cold  in  the  middle  of  March,  but  afterwards 
milder  on  reaching  the  valley  of  Shawl  about  the 
end  ol'  that  month.  In  the  month  of  April  pressing 
onward  to  the  valleys,  the  Iherinometcr  ranged  gene- 
rally at  100;  they  first  occupied  Canriahar,  stormed 
Ghuzni  on  the  23d  June,  and  in  a  left  days  alter 
marched  from  that  city  to  put  the  Shah  in  possession 
of  Cabul,  which  he  accordingly  entered  with  Ihcm 
in  all  the  pompof  a  conqueror.  DoslMahomcd  was 
now  beaten,  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Calcutta, 
wJicr£  lie  subsequently  became  a  lion  of  attraction. 
His  second  son,  Ahkbar  Khan  had  to  fly  to  Bochari. 
Tranquillity  appeared  then  to  prevail  under  the  sway 
of  the  nevi'  Hiunareh,and  sir  J.  Keane  returned  to  Bom- 
liav;  and  affairs  continued  to  be  represented  as  favo- 
ratjle  and  peaceable  by  the  British  agents  until  in 
October  1842,  the  signs  of  discontent  and  revolt  man- 
ifested tliemselves.  The  British  had  been  com- 
pletely deceived.  Far  from  their  resources  their 
condition  became  precarious,  and  a  retreat  was  in 
part  commenced.  Sir  Robert  Sale  with  his  brigade, 
set  out,  reached  the  Khoord  Cabul  pass,  there  re- 
pelled on  the  9th  October,  the  fiist  open  attack,  and 
reached  Jellalabad  in  safety.  Here  he  found  all  com- 
munication with  Cabul  cut  ofl',  and  hin)sclf  beset  by 
15,000  insurgents.  At  Cabul,  the  troops  which  re- 
mained soon  found  themselves  engaged.  On  the 
ni"ht  of  Nc>-ember  1st,  the  revolt  there  broke  out: 
sir  Alexander  Burnes  ( brother  of  the  celebrated  tra- 
veller now  at  Khiva,  and  political  resident,)  and  his 
brother  capt.  Broadfool  were  killed.  Shah  Sonjah 
■who  occupied  the  citadel  was  immediately  besieged, 
and  also  the  encampment  of  sir  Win.  H.  MoNagh- 
ten,  the  next  British  envoy  and  political  chief,  and 
gen.  Elpliinslone,  commander  of  the  army.  The 
latter  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  provisions  and 
munitions,  was  in  favor  of  securing  a  retreat  by  ne- 
gotiation. Sir  W.  11.  McNaghten  was  opposed  to 
il.  Movements  of  succor  from  general  Jvott  com- 
manding the  British  at  Candaliar  inclined  the  insur- 
gents to  listen  to  terms,  and  iMcMaghten  hearing  that 
po  Old  was  to  be  expected  froD)  Sale  at  Jellalabad, 


or  from  Peshawar,  and  that  gen.  Nott  had  been  com- 
pelled eventually  to  return  to  Candahar,  at  last  gave 
in  his  reluctant  consent  and  several  fruitless  negotia- 
tions commenced.  On  Dec.  22i\,  the  envoy  was  as- 
sassinated with  several  of  his  suite,  and  yet  their 
dire  situation  compelled  gen.  Elphinstone  to  renew 
negotiation  v/ith  Ahkbar.  Major  Fottinger  became 
the  successor  of  McNaghten.  A  convention  was 
then  concluded  by  which  six  hostages,  besides  fe- 
males were  left  in  the  hands  of  Ahkbar,  and  the 
British  stipulated  to  evacuate  every  military  post  in 
the  country.  On  January  5th,  they  left  the  encamp- 
ment for  Jellalabad,  but  their  route  especially 
through  the  Khoord  Cabul  became  a  succession  of 
disastrous  massacres.  Some  of  the  officei-s  and  la- 
dies were  made  prisoners;  more  were  killed.  At 
Jugdulluk  or  Fezeen,  gen.  Elphinstone  and  brigadier 
Skelton,  also  became  prisoners.  The  former  immedi- 
ately wrote  to  and  succeeded  in  informing  his  succes- 
sor, brigadier  Anquetil,  that  treachery  was  meditat- 
ed, and  advised  him  to  march  that  night.  T'he  latter 
marched  and  was  killed.  The  army  became  disor- 
ganized. The  Sepoys  were  unaccustomed  to  so  cold 
a  climate,  and  the  whole  force  5,000  soldiers,  and 
G,000  camp  followers  became  victims  to  the  sword, 
cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue.  Some  few  stragglers  on- 
ly, staggered  into  Jellalabad  on  the  ]8th  and  a  few 
days  after,  confused  from  suffering  and  fatigue. 
Among  the  insurgents  was  Sufter  Jung,  youngest  and 
favorite  son  of  Sha,h  Soojah.  On  1  Uh  January  in 
pursuance  of  the  convention  the  Affghans  summon- 
ed gen.  Sale  at  Jellalabad.  The  latter  disregarded 
the  stipulation  and  resolved  to  hold  out. 

(From  the  Bombay  Times,  March  1.) 

The  Cabool  tragedy  is  ever;  the  struggle  has  been 
a  fearful  one,  but  it  is  passed.  The  cup  of  atfliction 
has  been  filled  to  the  brim,  and  the  waters  of  bitter- 
ness contained  in  it,  have  been  drained  to  the  dregs. 
'I'he  soldiers,  who  for  two  months  so  gallantly  endur- 
ed the  attacks  of  overwhelming  numbers,  amidst 
cold,  hunger  and  fatigue,  have  now  no  more  suffer- 
ings or  humiliations  to  endure.  Of  the  army  which 
on  the  Istof  November  mustered  from  12  to  16,000, 
camp  followers  included,  some  two  or  three  hundred 
only  survice  in  captivity.  Not  ten  men  in  all  have 
as  yet  escaped  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
{From  the  London  Morning  Post  of  Jljiril  4.) 

The  only  offset  that  we  have  to  the  unfortunate 
events  above  recounted,  is,  that  Atta  Mahomed  and 
Sufter  Jung,  with  a  force  of  about  tix  thousand  men 
were  defeated  on  the  12th  January,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Candahar,  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
maj.  gen,  Nott.  Official  accounts  have  not  yet  been 
received.  The  result  of  this  engagement  has  pro- 
duced a  favorable  effect  in  Affghanistan.  By  the  latest 
accounts  from  Ghuzneewe  learn  that  the  insurgents 
were  in  possession  of  the  town,  but  that  the  garrison 
under  col.  Palmer  were  in  safety  in  the  citadel,  hav- 
ing a  plentiful  supply  of  ammunition  and  provisions. 

The  following  extract  from  a  private  letter  con- 
tains the  names  of  a  list  of  those  who  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Affaghans,  It  is,  liov.'ever,  to  be  ob- 
served that  capt.  Souter,  of  the  34th,  is  reported  to 
have  been  killed  when  attempting  to  make  his  escape 
from  a  fort  near  Jellalab.ad. 

The  officers  and  ladies  who  are  believed  to  have 
escaped  massacre,  but  are  prisoners  in  Mahomed  Sha 
Khan's  Fort  at  Logman,  are  first  (the  cause  of  all 
our  disgrace,)  Elphinstone,  Shelton,  44th,  Lawrence, 
11th  Cavalry;  Troup,  48th;  Mackenzie,  Madras  ar- 
my; Anderson,  59th;  Boyd,  65;  Waller  artillery;  Pot- 
finger,  envoy;  Mein,  Eyre,  artillery;  ladies  Sale  and 
McNaghten,  Mrs.  Anderson,  Mrs.  Trevor,  and  six 
children,  Mrs.  Waller,  Mrs.  Mainwaring  and  one  in- 
fant, Mrs.  Boyd  and  1  child,  Mrs.  Eyre,  do.  and  Mrs. 
Sturt;  Hostages  at  Cabul,  are  Conolly  20th,  Walsh 
and  Webb,  Madras  army,  Airey,  Butls,  Drummond 
3d  cavalry,  VVarburton,  artillery;  remained  at  Cabool 
with  the  sick,  Drs.  Berwick  aud  Campbell.  In  con- 
finement with  some  chiefs,  Griffiths,  37lh;  Souter 
44th,  and  Steer,  37th;  with  eight  Europeans  44th 
foot. 

It  is  feared,  and  too  truly,  that  not  another  oflicer 
is  saved.  The  corps  which  have  been  annihilated 
are  the  44th  foot,  5th  light  cavalry  (two  squadrons,) 
5th,  37tli,  54th  infantry,  with  a  Iruop  of  horse  artil- 
lery, and  all  the  colors,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  Sepoys  chiefly  killed  by  intense  cold.  Hands 
and  feet  swelled  to  an  intense  size,  and  rendered 
them  incapable  of  moving.  God  help  the  poor  fel- 
lows, and  may  such  another  calamity  never  befal  us. 
The  following  may  be  considered  a  correct  memo- 
randum of  the  number  of  oflieers  who  have  fallen: 

Artillery,  4;  U.  M.  44th  foot,  24;  5th  light  caval- 
ry, U;  5th  infantry,  13;  37th,  11;  54th,  12;  dill'erent 
departments,  20. 

Col,  Wild  madf  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  force 
the  Khjbur  pass  with  lour  natiie  regiments.  The 
atiair  apjiears  to  have  been  badly  planned.  It  was 
attended  with  tlic  loss  of  about  one  hundred  and  fif- 


ty men.  Sickness  is  also  very  prevalent  in  the  colo- 
nel's camp.  By  the  last  accounts  there  were  600 
men  in  the  hospital.  Major  Gen."Pollock's  brigade 
must  long  ere  this  have  formed  a  junction  with  that 
under  col.  Wild.  The  forcier  consists,  besides  regi- 
ments, of  her  majesty's  9th  foot,  and  a  detachment 
of  European  artillery.  It  is,  however,  very  much 
doubled  whether  the  major  general  will  atlempt  an 
advance  on  Jellalabad  until  he  is  joined  by  her  ma- 
jesty's 3d  dragoons  and  3Ist  foot,  who  with  several 
native  corps,  and  a  detachment  of  horse  artillery  are 
now  moving  to  the  frontier. 

The  last  letters  received  from  Jellalabad  state  that 
the  troops  are  in  high  spirits  and  have  collected  suf- 
ficient provisions  to  enable  them  to  hold  out  until  the 
1st  of  April. 

The  massacre  of  the  Cabool  force  has  aroused  the 
energies  of  the  supreme  government.  A  manifesto 
has  been  issued  by  tlie  governor  general,  calculated 
to  allay  the  fears  of  well  disposed  natives  and  to 
check  insubordination  on  the  part  of  the  disaffected. 
With  reference  to  tlie  loss  of  Cabool,  his  lordship 
declares  that,  he  ^'regurds  this  partial  reverse  only  as  a 
iicio  occasion  for  displaying  the  stability  and  vigor  of 
the  British  power,  and  the  admirable  spirit  and  valor 
of  the  British  Indian  army,"  Orders  have  been  is- 
sued for  augmenting  the  army  by  adding  a  tenth  com- 
pany to  each  native  regiment  or  regiment  of  the  line 
at  the  establishment  of  the  three  presidencies.  Other 
measures  have  also  been  taken  which  will  make  the 
entire  augmentation  amount  to  about  30,000  men. 

The  Affghan  merchants,  who  are  generally  well 
informed,  speak  plainly  and  openly  as  to  the  ulterior 
intentions  of  their  countrymen.  They  are  perfectly 
aware  of  our  ability,  and  have  little  doubt  as  to  our 
intention  of  throwing  an  overwhelming  force  into 
their  country.  They  say  that  they  are  aware  that 
they  have  no  chance  with  our  artillery.  But  they 
liave  sworn  on  the  Koran,  from  Cabool  to  Herat, 
that  the  Halad  Kaffir  shall  not  hold  a  footing  in  the 
country.  1  hey  are  determined  to  close  their  passes 
every  where  against  us.  They  knov.',  and  so  do  we, 
that  it  would  be  easier  to  carry  artillery  to  the  top 
of  Mount  Blanc  than  to  move  baggage  through  the 
70  or  80  miles  of  Bolan,  or  of  Khyber  pass,  if  pro- 
perly obstructed.  They  have  resolved,  if  we  shall 
penetrate  beyond  the  mountains,  to  drive  their  fl.icks 
and  herds  before  them.  They  say  that  they  arc  aware 
our  artillery  will  mow  them  down  in  thousands,  but 
that  there  are  tens  of  thousands  more  to  take  the 
places  of  the  fallen.  Our  reserve  and  our  supplies 
are  500  miles  from  the  places  where  we  require 
them;  with  the  Affghans,  both  are  at  hand. 
(From  the  Mio  York  Herald.) 

We  understand  that  it  was  a  natural  yankee  who 
had  taught  Ihe  Affghans  to  resist  the  British  power 
in  India  so  long,  and  who  left  the  seeds  of  diploma- 
cy and  discipline  with  them,  that  recently  burst  forth 
so  successfully  at  Cabool.  His  name  is  Dr.  Harlan, 
a  native  of  Philadelphia.  Harlan  was  found  occu- 
pying a  high  rank  in  the  Affghan  army  when  Cabool 
was  first  taken  by  the  English.  He  was  a  general 
oflicer  and  aid-de-camp,  &c.  &e.  of  Dost  Mahonimed, 
(Emir,)  Ameer  of  Cabul,  remained  several  months 
in  Cabul  subsequent  to  the  flight  of  the  Ameer,  in 
unrestrained  intercourse  with  the  oflieers  of  the  Bri- 
tish army,  and  had  several  interviews  with  sir  W. 
H.  McNaghten  and  sir  Alexander  Burnes,  A  stipu- 
lation in  the  treaty  between  the  British  government, 
and  Shah  Soojah  Ul  Moolh,  prohibited  the  latter 
from  entertaining  foreigners,  and  mentioned  express- 
ly "Americans,"  Towards  the  close  of  1841,  his 
arrival  at  Paris  was  said  to  have  created  some  sen- 
sation, and  he  is  reported  to  have  been  introduced  to 
M.  Thiers,  then  prime  minister,  Louis  Philippe,  and 
count  Pahlen,  the  Russian  ambassador.  He  has 
been  absent  from  his  native  country  some  tuenty 
years,  having  gone  to  India  in  the  capacity  of  sur- 
geon, and  is  represented  to  be  now  engaged  in  v.rit- 
uig  a  book  on  the  subject  of  his  tour. 


UltlTISIl  INCCUIE  TAX. 


MR.  PEEL'S  SPEECH. 
The  late  chancellor  of  the  excheqiwr,  he  said, had 
calculated  the  probable  revenue  for  the  year  ending 
April  1812  at  48.310, OOOi,  and  the  probable  expendi- 
ture at  50,735,000;,-  and  that  calculation  had  proved 
to  be  very  nearly  accurate;  the  actual  result  being 
only  160,000i.  below  the  estimate  of  revenue,  and  a 
little,  he  knew  not  precisely,  how  much,  below  that 
estimate  of  expendilure.  For  the  year  ending  April 
1843,  the  estimated  revenue  would  be  48,350,000,  the 
estimated  cxpenditure50,819,000,  and  the  consequent 
deficiency  of  2,469,000/.  A  farther  probable  outlay 
must  be  provided  lor  in  respect  of  the  «ar  in  China. 
Something  must  be  made  good  for  Australia,  and 
something  in  Canada;  and  a  considerable  addition 
must  be  made  to  the  army  estimates  on  account  of 
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the  war  in  Aflfhanistan.  The  Snanros  of  India,  tnn,  j 
required  aUetiUon.  If  Indian  credit  v^cre  shidif-n,  j 
the  credit  cifEiiijland  would  be  att'eclcd;3iid  ihe  pre-! 
sent  stale  of  Indian  finance  was  net  a  consulalory ' 
one.  lie  feared  tliat  the  dclirit  lliereupon  in  the  two] 
jears  ending  next  Mav  would  not  he  less  tlian  4.700,- 
000(.  How,  then,  were  iliese  deficiencies  at  home 
and  in  India  to  be  met.'  Should  we  persevere  in  the  [ 
system  of  the  last  five  years,  the  system  ol'  loans  and 
exchequer  bills,  the  system  of  permanent  addition  to 
our  tl«i)t?  Was  there  a  prospect  of  any  considerable 
reduction  in  expenditure.'  or  was  the  present  defici- 
ency an  occasional  one.'  No;  it  had  been  proceeding 
for  the  last  six  years.  [ 

In  such  circumstances,  he  could  not  resort  to  the 
miserable  expedient  of  continued  loans.  When  the: 
post  otlice  revenue  was  abandoned,  asurrcnder  which 
he  had  dissuaded,  the  parliament  which  gave  it  up  j 
engaged  to  grant  some  other  supply  in  its  stead. — 
Sliould  he,  then,  impose  a  tax  on  articles  of  consump-  | 
lion,  on  the  necessaries  of  life'  He  cop.Id  not  eon-  ' 
sent  to  place  burdens  upon  the  laboring  classes;  and 
if  the  house  attempted  tfial,  recent  experience  proved 
that  Ihcy  would  be  defeated.  The  late  government 
had  proposed  an  additional  per  centage  of  .^  per  cent, 
on  the  customs  and  excise,  and  of  10  percent,  on  the 
assessed  taxes.  In  last  year,  the  additional  per  cen- 
tage on  the  customs  and  excise,  instead  of  pi-oducing 
•£5  on  each  ^100,  had  produced  but  about  lUs;  but 
the  per  centage  on  the  assessed  taxes  had  produced 
considerable  more  than  the  estimated  result  of  ^10 
for  each  ci^lOO;  a  new  survey,  however,  having  been 
made  for  the  purpose  of  the  increased  assessment. — 
These  facts  proved  that  the  country  had  arrived  at 
the  limit  of  taxation  on  articles  of  consumption.  All 
these  resources,  then,  being  set  aside,  should  he  re- I 
vive  old  taxes.'  Should  he  go  back  to  the  post  office?  - 
At  present,  the  new  packet  expenses  being  added, 
th.1  post  oflice  produced  no  revenue  at  all,  but  rather 
occasioricd  a  charge;  but  he  did  not  think  the  recent 
reduction  had  yet  had  a  sufficient  trial  to  justify  as 
yet  an  increase  upon  postage.  Should  he  revive  the 
taxes  upon  salt,  upon  leather,  or  upon  wool.'  Upon 
the  faith  of  their  abolition  various  contracts  had  been 
entered  into,  and  salt  particularly  had  been  applied 
to  a  variety  of  new  purposes.  I 

Should  ho  resort  to  locomotion  for  the  purpose  of 
taxation?  He  was  reluctant  to  tax  the  means  of 
translerring  from  place  to  place  the  labor  of  those 
whose  labor  was  their  only  capital.  Gas  light  would 
fall  wilhm  the  same  analogy  and  ought  to  retain  the 
same  exemption.  After  ridiculing  the  various  sug- 
gestions of  people  who  were  constantly  sending  him 
projects  for  taxes  on  piano  fortes  or  umbrellas,  ac- 
companied with  claims  of  very  large  per  eentages  on 
the  proceeds  he  came  to  the  question  raised  by  the 
late  government,  how  far  it  might  be  possible  to  ob- 
tain increased  revenue  from  diminished  taxation;  a 
resource  v^hich  the  fullest  consideration  had  satisfied 
him  was  wholly  inadequate  to  the  immediate  eiuer- 
gency.  That  a  nation's  revenue  was  eventually  in- 
creased by  diminished  taxation,  might  he  quite  true; 
but^tlie  first  effect  was  always  a  fall  of  that  revenue, 
and  a  long  interval  was  found  necessary  to  restore  i 
that  amount.  This  principle  was  illustrated  by  Vvfhat 
had  happened  with  respect  to  wine,  tobacco,  eofiee,  j 
hemp,  rum,  sugar  and  other  articles.  A  mere  reiluc- 
tion  of  duties,  therefore,  would  not  suffice  to  meet 
the  present  exigencies;  and  he  would  now  state  what 
w  as  the  measure  which,  under  a  deep  conviction  of 
its  necessity,  he  was  prepared  to  propose;  and  which 
he  was  persuaded  would  benefit  the  country,  not  only 
in  her  pecuniary  interests,  but  in  her  security  and  her 
character. 

He  would  propose,  for  a  period  to  be  limited,  an 
income  tax,  of  not  more  than  7d.  in  the  pound,  or 
about  3  per  cent,  from  which  he  would  exempt  all  in- 
comes under  <£loO,  and  in  which  he  ^vould  include 
not  oiijy  landed  but  lunded  property,  whether  in  the 
hands  of  British  subjects  or  foreigners.  lie  estimat- 
ed the  assessable  yearly  value  ot  the  land  at  io9,- 
4UU,000;  of  houses  at"  i'25.000,U(lU;  of  tithes,  shares 
in  rail  roads  and  mines,  and  other  similar  property, 
at  i68,400,000;  total  <i7-',800,000.  From  this  he 
would  deduct  one-fourth  lor  the  exemption  which  he 
proposed  to  give  to  all  incomes  under  .^'150,  and  then 
the  tax  th'js  far  would  give  him  .£l,tiOU,UOO.  'the 
occit/jie'rs  of  land  (assessed  at  half  their  rent)  would 
yield  ci']2U,0U0.  Next  came  funded  property.  The 
dividend  paid  in  1841  was  ^2y,4tlU,0U0,  Ironi  wliicii 
he  would  deduct  .il,OUO,UUO,  in  respect  of  the  savings 
banks;  but  he  must  add,  upon  bank,  foreign  and  other 
stocks,  <i'l,500,UUU,  making  a  total  of  almost  ^30,- 
000, UOU,  from  which  he  would  deduct  one-fourth  lor 
the  incomes  under  i'150  a  year;  and  then  the  pro- 
ceeds of  bis  tax  would  be  ^■G'I(),UOO.  He  now  arriv- 
ed at  the  income  of  trades  and  professions,  a  part  ol 
the  subject  attended  wiili  greatdifficulty;  the  pruduce 
he  expected  from  this  source  was  ^tl, 250, UOU.  From 
the   income   of  public  olhces   he   calculated    upon 


i£1.50.000.  The  total  view  would  he  .i".S, 77]. 000.— 
With  resp"cl  to  the  duration  of  this  impost,  the  view 
of  government  was  that  it  might  probably  require  to 
be  contirmed  for  five.  yeavs;nnie5s  there  «liou  Id  be  such 
a  revival  of  cominercial  pi'osperity,  from  the  oliipr 
measures  which  he  was  about  to  propose,  as  might 
induce  parliament  to  take  the  opportunity  of  revising 
the  subject;  but  he  would,  in  the  first  instance,  pro- 
pose a  continuance  for  three  years  only. 

In  case  of  war,  he  should  deem  it  reasonable  that 
Ireland  should  bear  her  proportion  of  this  tax;  but 
during  peace,  and  for  a  limited  period, and  in  Ihe  ab- 
sence of  all  machinery  m  Ireland  for  collection,  he 
should  prefer  to  raise  a  quota  of  that  country  by 
other  means.  He  thought  he  could  do  so,  consisfent- 
ently  with  the  act  of  union,  by  two  modes;  the  first  of 
which  would  be  a  duty  of  Is.  per  gallon  upon  spirits. 
This  approach  to  the  equalization  of  the  spirit  duty 
in  the  three  kingdoms  would,  on  certain  fiscal  grounds 
which  he  explained,  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  na- 
tion at  large,  and  to  Ireland  in  particular.  Fora  long 
while  the  temperance  pledge  in  the  country  had 
been  very  efl'eclual,  but  the  consumption  of  spirits 
had  been  again  upon  the  increase.  He  calculated,  I 
from  thi.5  source  to  receive  .fSSO.OOO.  The  other 
source  to  which  he  looked  in  Ireland  was  the  equali- 
lization  of  the  stamp  duty  with  that  of  England;  from  I 
which  he  expected  to  obtain  ^100,000.  In  Great 
Britain,  however,  as  well  as  in  lieland,  he  proposed 
to  reduce  the  stamps  upon  the  chartered  parties  and 
bills  of  lading.  With  lespect  to  regular  absentees; 
from  Ireland,  having  no  call  of  public  duty  to  fix 
them  in  England,  he  proposed  to  require  from  them  ; 
the  payment  of  the  same  property  tax  which  would  I 
be  required  from  other  residents  in  this  island.  | 

Another  resource  would  be  a  tax  of  4s.  upon  coal ! 
exported  in  British  vessels  from  this  country;  a  fair 
impost  when  it  was  considered  that  the  article  thus 
carried  abroad  was  a  most  important  material  of  our  i 
own  iiiduiiiy,  and  a  great  assistance  to  that  of  rival  ' 
nations.  The  lax  is  already  imposed  on  coal  export-  1 
ed  in  foreign  ves.iels,  but  the  vessels  of  many  coun- 
tries claim  exemption  on  the  ground  of  reciprocity 
treaties;  it  will  now  be  levied  on  all  alike.  Such  a 
tax  would  probably  yield  an  income  of  200,000/.  and  j 
would  operate,  unlike  most  other  taxes,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  native  industry. 

The  aggregate  revenue  then,  from  all  these  sour- ' 
ces,  would  be  i4,380,000;  constituting  a  considera- 
ble surplus,  after  covering  the  deficiency  on  the  votes 
of  annual  expenditure,  ibis  surplus  he  proposed  to 
apply  in  relaxing  the  commercial  tariff.  He  had 
Considered  on  each  of  the  numerous  articles  included,  : 
the  proportion  between  the  price  and  the  duty.  His  ; 
main  principle  had  been  the  removal  of  prohibition, 
and  reduction  in  the  duties  upon  raw  materials,  which 
should  not  in  scarcely  any  case  exceed  5  per  cent. 
He  would  also  considerably  diminish  theduties  upon 
articles  partially  manufactured,  the  higliest  being  12 
per  centum;  and  even  upon  complete  ijianufaetUres, 
he  contemplated  that  the  niaxiuium  should  not  in  ge- 
neral exceed  20  per  cent.  He  now  laid  upon  the  table 
this  amended  scale  of  duties,  which  had  been  distri- 
buted into  twenty  diti'erent  heads;  for  it  was  all  pre- 
pared. It  would  be  found  that  in  about  750  articles 
there  had  been  an  ahateuienl  of  duly  recommended; 
and  that  on  about  450  the  duly  had  been  untouched. 
Treatie.s  were  now  pending  wilh  various  nations,  in 
which  several  of  these  articles  were  the  subjects  of. 
discussion;  and  such  articles  of  course  could  not  be  ' 
included  in  the  present  reductions.  ■  ! 

The  total  diminution  of  revenue  occasioned  by  all  i 
the  reductions  would  probably  not  be  more  than  about 
i£270,000.  On  sugar  he  regretted  to  say,  the  present ; 
ministers  could  not  otter  any  reduction,  they  could  not  j 
consent  to  let  in  the  sugars  of  Brazil  and  Cuba  wilh-  ! 
out  some  securities  upon  the  subject  nf  slavery  in 
those  countries;  and  tiicy  thouglit  ibat  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  British  sugar  without  a  corrcspoi.ding  reduc- 
tion upon  foreign  sugars,  would  be  merely  to  give  to 
the  British  planters  a  monopoly  price,  without  ad- 
vantage to  the  British  consumers.  The  present  pros- 
pects as  to  the  supply  of  British  sugar,  were  of  a 
highly  satisfactory  character.  With  respect  to  col- 
fee,  of  which  the  consumption  had  latterly  decreas- 
ed, lie  wou.d  recommend  a  great  reduction  of  duty, 
bringing  down  the  rate  per  pound  to  4d.  upon  British, 
and  bd.  upon  foreign  coilee.  The  loss  of  revenue, 
alter  some  allowance  for  increase  of  oonsumplion, 
would  probably  be=£171.000.  On  the  subject  of  tim- 
ber, his  measure  would  be  the  reverse  of  that  which 
was  brought  forward  by  the  late  ministry:  he  would 
advise  a  great  reduction  otduty,  which  would  benefit 
all  classes,  from  the  agriculturist  to  the  shipbuilder; 
but  he  would  interpose  protection  to  the  iiileresle  of 
the  Canadas,  which  he  would  treat  as  an  integral  part 
of  this  island,  by  admitting  their  timber  at  a  duty  lit- 
tle more  than  nominal. 

Accordingly,  while  he  would  lower  the  duty  on 
foreign  limber  to  SSs.  a  load,  he  would  let  in  Uie 


timber  of  Canada  at  a  duty  of  is.  The  loss  on  the'^c 
reduction-,  in  the  limhcr  duty  he  estimated  at 
'£600.000.  There  were  yet  two  other  reductions 
which  he  had  to  proprsc — one  upon  ili.-  export  of 
certain  Pit^.^h  iT.:,ni,,a(l,.res,  on  «h„.h  In-  pr.-noscd 
altogether  to  ivinil  Ihe  duly;  the  other  u|;rn  sta-e 
coaches,  the  duty  upon  w  hich,  in  point  of  justice  as 
between  them  and  rnilway  carriages,  he  proposed  con- 
siderably to  diminish,  the  two  heads  of  rcdurtinn 
would  produce  a  less  of  ^70,000.  On  the  whole, 
these  reductions,  in  addition  to  Ihe  excess  of  expen- 
diture, v\'ould  increase  Ihe  deficit  to  somewhat  more 
than  i'3,700.000;  hut  the  estimated  produce  of  the 
newly  proposed  sources  of  income  would  not  only 
cover  this,  but  leave  more  than  half  a  million 
sterling  applicable  to  the  contingencies  of  our  distant : 
wars. 

Sir  Robert  concluded  his  speech  by  the  foiiowing 
appeal.  j 

"I  have  proposed  with  the  full  weight  and  antho-J 
rity  of  Ihe  government,  that  which  I  beiicvc  to  bci 
conducive  to  the  public  welfare,  and  I  now  confidel 
to  you  the  duly  which  pc  pcrly  devolves  upon  vou; 
that  of  maturely  considering  and  fi.'^ally  dccidinpr 
upon  the  adoption  or  the  rejection  of  that  which  i 
have  proposed.  (Cheers.)  We  live  in  an  imporlanll 
period  in  the  annals  of  human  events.  There  ma\J 
be  a  natural  tcr.deu'-y  to  overrate  the  magnitude  of 
the  crisis  which  we  witness,  or  to  incroase  the  inrv- 
portancc  of  those  occurrences  with  whii-h  we  a'fe 
encompassed;  but  it  is  impossible  to  deny  tha',  t>,e 
period  in  which  our  lot  and  the  lot  of  oiir  ffithers 
have  been  cast — that  period  which  has  elapsf  (i  sines 
the  first  outbreak  of  the  French  revolution — is  one 
of  the  most  memorable  periods  in  the  histciy  of  the 
world;  and  the  course  which  we  pursued  diiring  that 
period  will  attract  for  age?  to  come,  the  cijntempla- 
tion,  anrl  I  lni.it  the  ndinii'.ilion  of  ooslerifyj.  (Loud 
cheering.)  It  may  he  divi.^cd  intoV.vo  perilods  of  al- 
most equal  impMrtancc.  Fi:'st,  twenty-five!  jears  of 
continued  conflict,  the  most  mi'mentous  thalt  ever  en- 
gaged the  energies  of  a  nation;  and  nex  1,  twenty- 
five  years  of  profound  European  peace,  purchased 
by  the  sacrifices  which  we  made  for  yearsi  in  main- 
taining the  contest  that  preceded  it.     "(Che  crs.) 

There  will  yet  be  a  time  when  those  '  counUess 
millions  who  will  spring  from  our  loin  i,  and  who 
wiii  occupy  other  parts  of  Ihe  globe — wiin  laws  and 
institutions  analogous  to  ours — speakinfi-  the  same 
language  in  which  we  convey  our  though.ts  and  feel- 
ings— the  time,  I  say,  will  come  when  those  count- 
less millions  will  view  with  pride  and  admiration  the 
example  of  constancy  and  fortitude  which  this  coun- 
try will  have  shov/n,  in  addith)n  to  our  glorious 
achievements  by  sea  and  land  to  uphold  the  public 
interests,  and  which  enabled  us  by  the  example  we 
set  lo  other  countries,  ultimately  to  insure  the  deli- 
verance of  Europe.  (Tremendous  cheoring.)  Our 
conduct  will  be  in  contrast  with  that  r,r  those  who 
preceded  us.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  am  no  jv  ad.lressing 
you  after  tH'enty-five  years  of  peace — 1  am  now  ex- 
hibiting to  yon  ihe  financial  dilficuities  and  embar- 
rassments under  which  we  labor,  in  the  confident 
hope  and  belief  that  you  vv'ill,  in  following  the  ex- 
ample of  those  who  preceded  you,  look  your  diffi- 
culties  in  the  face,  and  not  refuse  to  make  any  sacri- 
fice that  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing the  evils  of  those  financial  embarrasi'ments,  and 
to  sustain  the  honor  and  interests,  and  mainlain  the 
faith  of  the  country.  (Loud  applause.)  You  will 
remember  that  this  is  no  casual  or  no  adventitious 
occasion— you  will  hear  in  mind  that  there  are  indi- 
cations amongst  all  the  ujiper  classes  of  society  of 
increased  prosperity  and  wealth;  and  that,  concur- 
rently wilh  these  indications,  there  exists  a  mightv 
evil  that  has  been  growing  for  years,  and  uiiaii  joii 
are  called  upon  now  lo  reniedv.  (Hear,  hear.)  If 
you  are  possessed  of  that  Ibrtil'ude  and  constancy  cT 
which  you  have  been  set  the  example,  you  v.-ill  not 
consent  u  ith  folded  arms  lo  allow  the  annual  growth 
of  this  mighty  evil;  you  wi!!  not  reconcile  it  lo  you- 
consciences  to  hope  for  relief  from  a  diminution  of 
taxation;  and  you  will  not  allow  this  evil  to  attain 
such  gigantic  strength  that  it  will  not  be  in  your 
power  to  arrest  its  progress.  (Cheers.)  If,  however, 
you  do  not  adopt  a  proper  course— if  you  permit  the 
e\il  lo  continue— you  must  expect  a  severe  hut  a 
just  judgment  from  the  rcllecting  retrospecl  of  pc:s- 
terity.  Your  conduct  will  be  placed  in  contrast  .with 
the  conduct  of  your  fathers  under  difficulties  less 
pressing.  They  will  tell  of  the  muliny  of  the  Nore, 
and  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  of  foreign  disas- 
ter:., against  which  this  country  had  to  ci.ntend;  and 
they  will  tell  of  the  buoyant  spirit  and  vigorous  en- 
ergy with  which  your  fathers  pcrniitled  »°ith  leadi- 
ness.and  applause  a  property  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  to 
be  borne  by  the  people  of  this  country.  (Immense 
cheering.)  Cull  believe  that  you  will  not  subject 
yourselves  to  such  a  contrast.  My  firm  conviction 
ili,  that  you  will  feel   the  absolute  necessity  of  pre- 
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serving  inviolate  the  public  credit— that  you  v.-iil 
not  throw  away  the  means  of  reducing  by  leiisiation 
the  burden  of  the  public  debt.  (Cheers")  My  coti- 
fidenl  hope  and  belief  is,  that  v.ljen  1  devolve  upon 
you  that  responsibility,  you  wiU  prove  yourselves 
worthy  of  your  mission — of  the  mission  and  func- 
tions of  the  representatives  of  a  mighty  people — and 
that  you  will  not  tarnish  the  name  which  it  is  your 
duty  to  cherish  as  your  glorious  inheritance — that 
you  will  not  impair  the  character  for  fortitude  and 


good    faith,  which,  in  proportion   as   the 


Sir  R.  Peel  said  he  had  stated  generally  he  could  i  the  operation  of  the  tax  can   only  be  justified  upon 
not  lead   the  house   to  expect  any  miDortant  altera- I  the  supposition  that  their  owners  are  wholly  unable 

to  pay  It. 


tion  in    tlie  tariS'.     Various  trades   were,   however, 
anxious  to  slate  their  views    to  the  government,  and 
ications  were  still  going  on.     It  was 
houhl  have  an  oppop 


those  c 

desirable  that  the  government 

tiinity  of  hearing  an  explanation  of  the  views  oMhe 

dilferent  parties  before  rcprinling  the  tarilF,  which 

would  be  dane  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible.     He 

would  undertake  to  say,  that  all  the  parties,  or  the 


pire  of  I  greater  portion  of  then 


opinion  supercedes  and  predominates  over  the  em  j  the  government,  would  be  heard  bv  Monday 
pire  of  physical  lorce,  constitutes  for  every  people,  |  and  on  that  day  he  would  lay  the  amended  ta"i 
but  above  all  for  the  people  of  England,  (I  speak  of  the  table  of  the  house.  Though  he  nrooosed  to 


who  asked  interviews  with 

ay  next; 

tariff  on 

Though  he  proposed  to  make 

modifications  in  details,  the  general  principle  would 


be  adhered  to 

The  house  then  on  sir  Robert's  motion  proceeded 
to  the  resolutions  on  finance  and  commerce,  introdu- 
ced by  him  previous  to  the   recess,  and  immediately 


reputation  and  character,)  the  main  instrument,  by 
■vyhich  a  powerful  people  can  repel  hostile  aggres- 
sion, and  maintain  extended  empire.  (Great  cheer- 
ing-) 

Lord  John  Russel  welcomed  the  liberal  principles  _  .„..._ 

'Df  the  measure;  but  hinted  that  the  duties  on  sugar  ]  adopted  thefirst,  second,  and  Ihh-d 
would  be  better  than  on  timber.  A  few  other  ex- ]  In  the  house  of  peers,  previously  to  their,' ad  journ- 
oeptions  were  taken;  but  the  discussion  of  so  impor-  :  ment  to  meet  again  on  the  7th  April,  lord  Brougham 
tant  a  measure  was  deferred  for  farther  considera-  introduced  a  sort  of  manifesto  against  the  income 
lion.  The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  house  [  lax,  in  a  seYies  of  resolutions,  but  the  lords  could 
resumed,  the  committee  to  sit  again  on  the  I81I1,  on  ;  not  be  moved  even  to  speak  upon  them  Onlv  the 
^vhich  day  Its  discussion  was  resumed,  and  coniinu-[  earl  of  Ripon  replied,  very  briefly,  to  the  speech 
d  at  great  length  from  night  to  night  until  the  23d  |  with  which  lord  Brougham  supported  them   and  all 


Ttfarch,  when  its  opponents  succeeded 
•overuiilil   after  the  recess 

spite  of  tiie  premier's  most  strenuous  efforts"  lo"have 
llie  sense  of  the  house  taken  upon  it  before  the  ad- 
journ [.lent. 

The  house  again  met  on  the  4lh  April,  on  which 
day,  Ml.  R.  Currie  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
right  hoi  1.  baronet  (sir  R.  Peel,)  in  reference  to  his 


9.  That  while  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  bear 
those  burdens  which  are  necessary  for  supporting 
the  credit  of  the  country  and  maintaining  the  seen-: 
rity  of  its  widely  extended  dominions,  it  is  equa  ly  the 
duty  of  parliament  to  afford  them  every  procurable' 
relief,  by  enforcmgthe  most  rigorous  economy  in  all 
the  departments  of  public  service  bv  discouraging 
all  proceedings  which  may  endanger  the  continuance 
of  peace,  and  by  adopting  whatever  me.isures  may 
best  conduce  to  the  improvement  of  our  commer- 
cial resources;  and  that  it  it  is  in  an  especial  manner 
incumbent  without  any  delay  to  remove  any  income 
tax,  whatever  be  imposed,  as  soon  as  it  shall  appear 
that  the  ordinary  branches  of  the  revenue  have  re- 
covered from  their  temporary  depression." 

There  remains,  Iherelbre,  no  doubt,  that  Great 
Britain  wiil  respond  to  the  voice  of  her  premier 
with  the  alacrity  for  further  submission  to  taxation 
that  belongs  to  her  character. 


COSl.tiEHCE. 


THE  COAL  TRADE.     The  following  will  show 


succeeded  in  throwing  it :  he  said  was  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  adopt  a  I  'he  amount  of  British  coal  imported  into  the  United 
ol  the  easier  holidays,  m  1  series  of  assertions  which  might  place  the  house  in  f™"!  i^~i  'o  1830,  inclusive,  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds, 
.,.„ „„«•„„.,.■  ,.u-...    the   predicament  of  being  ob:iged  to  reject  sir  Ro-     '■'      '"  '        ""     " 

bert's  bill  should  it  pass  the  commons.     He  moved 

the   previous    question,  and   it  v/as  carried    almost 

unanimously.     The  resolutions  of    lord   Brougham 

were  as  follows: 

"L  That  a  direct  tax  upon  income  ought  never  to 


proposed  Imaneial  and  commercial  alterations.  He  j  be  resorted  to  unless  in  some  great  emergency  of 
begged  t,  .  say,  that  he  asked  the  question  from  no  1  public  affairs,  when  an  extraordinary  expenditure 
L''!.->;A"°!!'''''^a''''^^™P,'^'^T?"';^..V''''-^  become   unavoidable  for  a  time,  or   in    some 

pressure  upon  the  finances  of  the  country  v/hich  can 
be  sustained  by  no  other  means. 


obtained  from  the  otiicial  documents  at  Washington, 
and  the  amount  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  sent  from 
the  mines  to  the  cities  on  tide  water. 


regulate  I  he  course  he  should  feel  it  his  duty'to  pur 
sue,  on  tl.  e  house  going  into  committee  to  consider 
them,  v."  ben  the  right  lion,  baronet  brought  forward 
his  financi  al  proposition,  he  staled  in  the  most  expli- 
cit maiine:r  that  it  was  his  intention  to  stand  or  tall 
by  its  reje  ction  or  adoption.  The  question  he  wish- 
ed to  ask  v/as,  whether  the  right  hon.  baronet's  de- 
claration ;  ipplied  to  the  main  principles  of  the  tariff, 
in  the  sam  t  force  as  it  applied  to  the  imposition  of 
an  inconie-.'.as.'  Of  course  he  did  not  mean  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  baronet  to  pledge  himself  to  all  the 
details  of  th  e  tariff;  for  it  was  quite  evident  that  sub- 
sequent info  rmation  and  consideration  might  induce 
the  governm.ent  to  make  alteration  in  the  details;  but 
what  he  wa:ited  to  know  was  whether  the  right  hon. 
baronet  mea  nt  to  uphold  the  main  principles  of  the 
tariff:— name. 'y,  the  reduction  of  duty  on  articles  of 
general  con  sumption,  and  especially  on  food  and 
catlle,  with  the  same  firmness  and  determination  as 
the  right  hon  .  baronet  intended  to  uphold  the  princi- 
ples of  his  p.  -oposed  tax  on  income.' 

Sir  R.  Pee  1  stated  in  reply,  that  he  certainly  had 
said,  as  the  h.on.  gentleman  represented,  that  the  go- 
Ternment  in  bringing  forward  so  important  a  mea- 
sure as  the  f  roposed  income  tax,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  country  from  its  financial  embariass- 
ments,  brought  it  forward  as  a  government  measure, 
and  on  the  \, hole  responsibility  of  the  government! 
When  it  was  considered  that  the  proposal  of  the  in- 
come-tax wiis  to  become  the  foundation  of  the  finan- 
cial and  cummercial  policy  of  the  government,  he 
felt  It  to  be  evident  that  the  measure  was  of  such 
importance  that  its  lailure  must  decide  the  fate  of 
the  government.  He  was  sure  hon.  gentlemen  would 
not  take  advantage  of  this  declaration,  and  aiiply  it 
rigidly  to  every  detail.  He  spoke  of  the  income 
tax  as  the  foundation  of  the  financial  and  commer- 
cial policy  of  the  country;  and  he  said  that  wilh  re- 
spect to  the  details,  in  the  mode  of  collection,  for  iii- 
slance,  there  were  modifications  which  he  intended 
to  piojiose.  With  respect  to  the  tarilf,  there  were 
of  necessity  many  persons  whose  interests  were  af- 
fected by  It;  and  he  must  reserve  to  himself  the  pow- 
er of  coinmuuicatiiig  with  them,  and  making  such 
niodihtatioiis  in  the  details  as  might  appear  desira- 
ble. He  had  brought  forward  tliese  measures,  finan- 
cial and  commercial,  as  a  whole,  and  with  the  sin- 
cere desire  and  intention  to  do  justice  as  far  as  pos- 
sible between  the  producing  and  commercial  classes 
of  the  community.  Subsequent  relleetion  had  con- 
firmed hini  in  the  opinion,  that  thougli  the  t.iriff  af- 
leclcd  many  interests,  yd  that,  on  the  whole,  the  ar- 
rangements he  had  proposed  were  just,  and  it  was 
his  inlcnlmn,  with  rclerencc  to  tiio  general  principle 
of  the  measure,  to  uphold  them. 

Lord  .1.  Russell,  s.iid,  that  an  amended  edition  of 
the  tarill,  having  errors  of  the  press  correcicd,  and 
containing  many  alterations,  which  on  consideration 
might  be  deemed  advibable,'liad  been  promised  to  be 
ready  on  the  meeting  of  the  house.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  this  auiended  edition  was  now  ready, 
or  whether  it  would  be  soon  prepared? 


2.  That  such  a  tax  ought  on  no  account  to  form 
part  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  stale,  but  to 
cease  with  the  necessity  which  alone  could  justify 
its  imposition — inasmuch  as,  besides-all  the  other  ob- 
jections to  which  it  is  liable,  its  inquisitorial  opera- 
tion being  equally  vexatious,  whatever  sums  are  levi- 
ed, the  facility  of  increasing  its  amount,  according 
to  the  real  or  supposed  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, oilers  a  constant  temptation  to  extravagance 
on  the  part  of  the  government — removing  the  most 
effectual  check  upon  improvident  expenditure,  and 
dipensing  with  the  necessity  of  seeking  a  revenue  in 
retrenchment. 

3.  That  although  the  actual  deficiency  in  the  re- 
venue to  meet  the  expenditure,  amounting  to  about 
seven  millions  and  a  half  in  fiveje-ars,  and  the  esti- 
mated deficiency  for  the  next  year,  amounling  to 
above  two  millions  and  a  half,  besides  probable  de- 
mands arising  from  the  state  of  aiTaii-s  in  the  east, 
may  render  the  temporary  recourse  to  an  income 
tax  necessary,  after  an  attempt  to  increase  by  one- 
twentieth  the  duties  of  excise  and  customs  had  end- 
ed m  obtaining  a  two-hundrelh  part  only, — thereby 
proving  the  impossibility  of  drawing  any  farther  re- 
venue from  increased  taxes  on  consumption,  w-hile 
the  relief  which  may  justly  be  expected  to  com- 
merce and  to  finance  from  lowering  Itiose  taxes  can- 
not be  made  immediately  available, — yet  it  behooves 
the  pariiament,  as  faithful  guardians  of  the  people's 
rights  and  interests,  to  take  care  that  during  the  tem- 
porary existence  of  this  tax,  its  pressure  shall  be 
distributed  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  make  it  most 
easily,  most  patiently  be  borne. 

4.  That,  with  this  view,  it  is  first  of  all  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  people  that  there  shall  be  no  invidious 
exemptions,  but  that  the  higliest  personages  in  the 
state  shall  be  permitted  to  have  their  due  share  of  !}. 
burden  which  absolute  necessity  alone  could  war- 
rant the  parliament  to  impose. 

5.  That  with  the  same  view,  it  is  expedient  to 
make  a  distinction  between  income  arising  from 
capital  of  every  description  and  income  arising  from 
labor  merely;  levying  a  smaller  proportion  of  the 
latter  income  than  the  former. 

6.  That  with  the  same  view,  it  is  expedient  to 
make  a  distinction  between  income  possessed  by  per- 
.sons  who  have  only  an  interest  in  the  same  for  their 
lives,  or  for'  some  lesser  terms,  and  income  possess- 
ed by  persons  who  have  an  interest  in  the  capital 
from  whence  the  income  arises;  levying  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  latter  income  than  of  tlie  former. 

7.  That  with  the  same  view,  it  is  expedient  to 
imiku  no  distiiiction  in  favor  of  persons  in  the  civil 
service  of  the  slate  or  of  persons  receiving  pensions 
from  the  stale. 

y.  That  it  is  neither  consistent  with  justice  nor 
with  sound  policy,  to  levy  a  greater  proportion  of 
la.x  upon  larger  incomes  than  upon  smaller;  and  that 
an  exemption  of  even  tlie   smallest  incomes  from 


Years.             Pennsijlmnin  coal. 

Bntkh  coal. 

-1S21                         1,073 

22,122 

1822                        2,240 

34,523 

1823                       5,823 

30,433 

1824                       9,541 

27,223 

1825                     34,893 

25,645 

1826                       48,047 

35,605 

1827                     63,434 

40,257 

1828                     77,516 

32,302 

1829                   112,083 

45,393 

1830                     174,737 

58,136 

1831                    K6,820 

36,509 

1832                   363,871 

72,978 

1833                   487,748 

92,432 

]8-'i4                   377,633 

71,626 

1835                   560,758 

49,969 

1836                   682,423 

108,432 

1837                   881,476 

153,450 

1838                   739,293 

129,083 

1839                   Si  7,659 

181,551 

1841)                     865,414 

162,867 

1841                  1,015,214 

200,000 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  under  the  present  duly  a 

large  amount  of  money  is  annually 

sent  out  of  the 

country  to  purchase  British  coal. 

[Protector. 

AMERICAN    AND   BRITISH    COLONIAL 
TRADE. 

The  resolution  which  was  offered  in  the  house  of 
representatives  on  April  14lh,  by  Mr.  Cmliing  from 
the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  U.  States 
and  the  British  colonics,  was  accompanied  by  a  re- 
port of  some  length  selling  forth  the  inequalities  of 
the  present  arrangement,  their  injustice  to  our  ship- 
ping interest,  and  the  rapid,  increase  of  the  British 
compared  with  American  tonnage  since  182S;  and 
also  an  appendix  containing  documents  of  commer- 
cial arrangements  and  negotiations  between  the  two 
governments  from  the  period  of  the  establishment  of 
our  own.  The  following  paragraphs  form  the  con- 
clusion of  the  report. 

"In  fine,  upon  a  deliberate  examination  of  the 
whole  matter,  the  comiiiillee  lay  down  these  propo- 
sitions as  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  arrived: 

1st.  That  it  is  the  policy  and  the  desire  of  the  V. 
States  to  observe,  in  the  regulation  of  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  U'liited  Slates  and  other 
countries,  principles  of  equity,  reciprocity,  fair  com- 
petition, and  natural  advantage  to  both  parties. 

2d.  That  the  existing  arrangements  regulating  the 
commerce  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Bri- 
tish colonies  in  the  West  Indies  and  on  the  continent 
of  .'\mcrica,  are  unequal,  unjust,  and  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

3d.  That  so  long  as  Great  Biilaiu  persists  to  ap- 
ply to  the  vessels  and  productions  of  the  V.  Stales 
peculiar  regulations  of  commerce,  other  than  such 
as  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  U.  Stales  and 
the  British'lerritorics  in  Europe,  it  is  the  rightof  the 
United  Stales,  and  the  necessary  consequence,  to  ap- 
ply peculiar  rcgulallons  of  commerce  to  British  ves- 
sels and  their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of  the  U.  States, 
entered  from  or  proceeding  to  the  British  colonies  in 
America. 

4lh.  That  the  conlimicd  imposition  by  Great  Bri- 
tain of  discriminating  duties  upon  the  productions  of 
the  United  States  imported  into  the  British  colonies 
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in  America  in  vessels  of  tlie  United  Slate?,  will 
justify  the  imposition  by  the  United  States  of  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  tlic  productions  of  the  Bri- 
tisli  colonies  in  America  imported  into  the  United 
Stales  in  vessels  of  Great  Britain  or  her  cnlonies. 

Sth.  That  the  continued  proliibilion  to  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  by  Great  Britain  of  the  indi- 
rect voyage  between  tlie  United  States,  the  British 
colonies  in  America,  and  the  British  territories  in 
Europe,  or  between  the  United  States  and  one  and 
another  British  colony  in  America,  will  justify  the. 
prohibition  by  the  United  States  oi^  such  voyage  to 
the  vessels  of  Great  Britain  or  her  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica. 

6lh.  Tliat  if  Great  Britain  see  fit  to  adopt  and  pur- 
sue a  system  of  prohibition  and  restrictions  as  against 
the  United  States,  it  behooves  the  United  Stjtes  to 
protect  our  citizens,  their  commerce  and  navigation, 
by  counter  prohibitions,  duties,  and  regulations,  and 
to  decline  to  give  free  commerce  and  navigation  in 
exchange  for  restrictions  and  vexations. 

7th.  But  that  before  having  recourse  to  measures 
of  legislative  restriction  as  the  certain  means  of  ef- 
fectually guarding  and  securing  the  rights  of  the  U. 
States  in  our  coinmerce  with  the  British  colonies,  it 
is  due  to  national  comity  to  recur,  for  that  purpose, 
to  friendly  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  And  in 
conformity  with  these  conclusions,  they  submit  the 
following  resolution,  the  adoption  of  which  they  re- 
commend to  the  house: 

Mesotved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  Slates,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  British  government  for  the  purpose  of 
eft'ectmg  a  permanent,  equitable,  and  just  conven- 
tional arrangement  of  the  commerce  between  the 
United  Slates  and  the  British  colonies  in  America. 


WHIGS  OF  NKW  YORK  ANU  ]>IK.  CLAV, 


From  the  Albany  Evening  Journal, 
LETTER  OF  THE  WHIG  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE  TO  THE  HOiN. 

HENRY  CLAY. 
To  the  lion.  Henry   Clay,  sennlor  in  congress  from  the 
state  of  Kentucky. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  members  of  the  senate  and 
assembly  of  the  stale  of  New  York,  have  heard  with 
deep  concern  that  you  have  resolved  to  retire  on  this 
day  from  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

From  the  year  1806,  when  you  first  entered  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  until  this  time,  more 
than  half  the  period  allotted  to  human  life,  you  have, 
■with  one  or  two  short  intervals,  been  constantly  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  your  country. 

During  that  long  period  of  our  eventful  history,  no 
important  measure  which  has  contributed  to  the 
prosperity  or  to  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  recollected 
which,  if  not  originated  by  you,  has  not,  at  least,  re- 
ceived your  cordial  and  eloquent  support. 

The  course  of  your  policy  has  in  all  things  been 
eminently  American.  Jn  peace  and  war,  as  a  sena- 
tor, an  ambassador,  ihe  head  of  the  department  of 
state,  you  have  secured  for  your  country  abroad  the 
respect  of  her  sister  nations,  while  at  home  you  liave 
protected  our  seamen  and  our  ships,  and  extended 
our  commerce,  fostered  our  home  industry,  and  sus- 
tained domestic  manufactures,  and  completed  our 
emancipation  from  colonial  dependence. 

True  to  your  principles,  true  to  your  friends,  and, 
above  all,  true  .to  your  country,  it  has  been  your  rare 
felicity  to  be  a  cherished  leader  among  your  polilical 
friends,  and  the  foremost  champion  of  their  princi- 
ples, and  at  the  same  time  to  enjoy  the  respect  and 
possess  the  generous  confidence  ol  all  your  fellov^-citi- 
zens  of  every  political  denomination. 

It  is  not  within  the  compass  of  our  design  to  dwell 
upon  the  numerous  monuments  of  your  wisdom  and 
your  patriotism — they  live  in  the  history  of  the  re- 
public. The  evidences,  too,  of  your  expanded  plii- 
lanthropy  and  devotion  to  human  liberty,  are  a  part 
of  the  records  of  grateful  nations.  But  there  is  one 
great  measure  which  more  than  any  other  lias  occu- 
pied your  care,  and  to  v.'hich  we  may  be  permitted 
particularly  to  allude,  as  demanding  in  an  especial 
manner  the  thanks  of  your  fellow-citizens — we  mean 

THE    PROTECTION    OF    HOME    INDUSTRY. 

This  vital  policy  was  adopted  by  you  at  the  com- 
mencement of  your  polilical  life  in  the  legislative 
halls  of  Kentucky.  It  was  the  subject  of  your  first 
effort,  and  constituted  your  first  triumph  on  entering 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  ISUU;  you  re-esta- 
blished it  after  the  return  of  peace  in  ISIG,  and  was 
its  successful  defender  in  the  great  debates  of  1320, 
1824  and  1832. 

At  no  period  of  your  life  have  you  wavered  or  fal- 
tered in  the  support  of  this  policy,  and  your  solemn 
farewell  counsels  have  now  sanctioned,  with  the 
weight  of  thirty-five  years'  experience,  the  great 
measure  which  your  ardent  patriotism  embraced  at 


the  commencement  of  your  career.  If  the  protec- 
tion given  has  not  been  always  adequate  to  the  object, 
it  is  because  it  has  not  been  such  as  you  proposed 
and  advocated. 

We  owe  it  to  you,  sir,  to  bear  our  testimony  that 
while  on  the  one  hand  the  deficiency  in  tlieexisling 
laws  on  the  subject  are  attributable  to  no  fault  or  re- 
missness on  your  part,  on  the  other,  the  imperfect  de- 
gree of  protection  we  have  received,  and  which  is  in 
a  great  measure  owing  to  your  early,  continued,  and 
constant  efforts,  has  added  many  millions  to  tlie  wealth 
and  many  hundred  thousands  to  the  population  of  our 
country — has  stripped  war  of  its  greatest  dangers  and 
sorest  calamilies,  by  rendering  us  independent  of  fo- 
reign supplies,  either  of  food  or  raiment,  or  the  wea- 
pons of  our  defence,  and  has  given  new  charms  to 
peace  by  bringing  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
life  within  the  enjoyment  of  all. 

It  is  for  these  great  national  services  that  we  ile- 
sire  to  tender  yon  our  thanks.  We  speak  in  our 
own  names,  but  we  believe  we  speak  Ihe  sentiments 
of  those  whom  in  other  things  we  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  when  we  acknowledge  the  vast  debt  of 
gratitude  which  we  owe  you;  when  we  declare  our 
solemn  conviction  that  through  your  whole  political 
life,  you  have  been  governed  by  the  loftiest  patriotism 
and  the  most  unsullied  integrity;  and  when,  finally, 
we  assure  you  that  we  follow  you  in  your  retirement 
with  our  prayers  to  Him  who  has  hitherto  been  the 
guardian  of  our  republic  that  health  and  strength 
may  be  prolonged  tu  you  for  many  years,  to  witness 
the  success  of  the  great  measures  you  have  labored 
to  establish,  and  to  enjoy  the  proud  consciousness  of 
having  been  the  benefactor  ^' your  beloved  country. 

L.  Bradish,  Erastns  Root,  Samuel  Works,  A.  B. 
Uickinson,  Alvali  Hunt,  E.  Rhoades,  Buthuel  Peck, 
Geo.  A.  Simmons,  Joseph  Tuekt-r,  Elbridge  G.  Bald- 
win, Francis  O.  Pralt,  William  Jones,  Austin  Peirce, 
John  W.  Brownson,  Robinson  Smiley,  E.  F.  Warren, 
James  McKie,  jr.  H.  K.  Higgins,  Horace  Hunt,  Lo- 
renzo Dana.  Eleazer  Baldwin,  George  S.  Stone, 
Gardner  Arnold,  Joseph  C.  Shellon,  Robert  C.  Nicho- 
las, Gideon  Hard,  Nehemiah  Flatt,  Abrain  Dixon, 
G.  Furman,  J.  G.  Hopkins,  Morris  Franklin,  Staats 
Green,  Chester  Bradley,  Frederick  Starr,  Squire  S. 
Case,  Bela  H.  Colgrove,  Albert  Smith,  W.  A.  Bird, 
Thos.  T.  Flagler,  R.  P.  Johnson,  Oren  Stimson,  D. 
S.  Wright,  Jesse  Jones,  James  DitFendorf,  Thomas 
R.  Powell,  P.  M.  Dox,  Robert  Harpur. 

Jllbuny,  March  31,  1843. 


MR.   CLAV  S    ANSWER. 

Washington,  Jlpril  15,  1842. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  by  the  hands  of  the 
hoD.  N.  P.  Tallm.idge  the  communication  which  you 
did  the  honor  to  transmit  to  him  for  me  on  the  31st 
ultimo,  and  1  have  perused  it  with  lively  and  grateful 
sensibility.  Such  a  testimony,  proceeding  from  a 
source  highly  distinguished  and  respected,  presenled 
at  the  close  of  iny  public  life,  will  be  cherished  by 
me  in  my  retirement  with  the  highest  satisfaction, 
and  will  add  great  strength  to  the  consciousness  1  feel 
that,  in  all  the  public  stations  to  which  I  have  been 
called,  I  have  honestly  labored  faithfully  to  perform 
my  whole  duty  to  the  public. 

In  Ihe  brief'  but  tiattcring  review  which  yon  have 
taken  of  my  public 'career  you  have  justly  conceived 
the  motives  of  my  conduct.  Willi  respect  to  the 
measures  themselves,  to  Ihe  adoption  of  which  I  may 
have  contributed,  1  will  not  undertake  to  pronounce 
any  decisive  judgment.  Of  their  influence  upon  the 
interests,  the  honor,  and  the  character  of  the  nation, 
the  present  generation,  and  posterity,  if  a  recollec- 
tion of  my  agency  in  maturing  them  shall  survive 
me,  are  and  will  be  the  most  competent  and  impartial 
judges  of  them  and  of  me.  But  you  have  truly  attri- 
buted to  me  a  genuine  American  spirit  in  whatever 
concern  1  have  had  in  public  allairs,  aiid  especially 
in  reference  to  a  great  syslem  of  national  policy. 

Divided  as  mankind  are,  e\cr  have  been,  and  will 
contimied  to  be,  into  distinct  nations,  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  each,  whilst  it  deals  justly  and  liberally  to- 
wards others,  constantly  and  sedulously  to  advance, 
protect,  and  maintain  its  own  separate  interests.  To 
attempt  to  iegisfate  for  them,  or  to  expect  or  permit 
them  to  legislate  for  us,  would  be  alike  vain  and  im- 
proper. 

It  was  a  view  of  this  condition  of  the  world,  and 
instructed  by  lessons  of  experience  drawn  from  its 
history,  and  the  practice  of  other  nations,  that  early 
led  me  to  a  conclusion  in  favor  of  the  protection  o. 
the  domestic  industry  of  our  own  country.  My  con- 
victions have  acquired  addilioiial  strength  from  every 
reflection  1  coulu  give  the  subject,  and  from  both  pjsl 
and  present  expirience  m  the  United  States.  Free 
trade  is  a  beautilul  vision,  existing  only  in  the  ima- 
gination of  philosophers  and  theorists,  and  practically 
repudiated  by  all  nations.  An  indispensable  condi- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  it  by  any  one  nation  is  its 
adoption  by  all.      But,  instead  of  regulating  their 


trade  according  to  that  theorv,  wc  everywhere  be- 
hold reslriftinns,  burdens,  and  prohibitions;  and  those 
nations  which  make  Ihe  nearest  approximation  to  it 
are  in  the  least  prosperous  state.  Dnrins  the  last 
nine  years,  about  one-half  of  our  iniporls  liiive  been 
admitted  free  of  duly;  and,  as  to  the  other  moiety,  a 
descending  scale  of  duties  has  been  in  progress,  which 
is  now  rapidly  bringing  them  down.  If  there  were 
any  reality  in  the  boastful  promises  of  the  partisans 
of  free  trade,  our  country  ought  at  this  moment  to  be 
in  the  enjoyment  of  an  enviable  prosperity.  But  di- 
rectly the  reverse  is  its  melancholy  condition.  Ne- 
ver were  the  products  of  agriculture  selling  at  more 
discouraging  prices;  and  Ihe  great  southern  staple  of 
cotton,  which  was  to  have  been  so  highly  benefitted 
by  a  rediirlion  of  duties,  is  now  sold  at  a  price  less 
than  it  has  commanded  at  any  time  since  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Nothing  can  be  more  erroneous  tlian  to  suppose 
the  existence  of  any  real  incompatibility  between  tiie 
interests  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufac- 
tures. A  conflict  between  them  would  be  just  as  un- 
natural and  absurd  as  between  the  members  of  Ihe 
human  body.  Each  prospers  most  when  a|l  of  them 
flourish,  Agricullnre  requires  but  little  protection, 
because  its  position  secures  it  against  much  foreign 
competition;  or,  rather,  protection  to  commerce  and 
manufactures  is  the  best  form  of  affording  protection 
to  agriculture. 

Without  a  diversity  in  the  occupations  of  society, 
if  all  are  engaged  in  one  common  pursuit,  there  can 
be  no  subjects  produced  for  mutual  domestic  ex- 
changes, and  consequently  no  home  market,  by  far 
the  best,  most  steady,  in  war  and  peace,  and  most 
valuable  of  all  markets. 

We  shall  not,  I  fear,  rise  from  our  embarrassed 
condition  until  we  produce,  within  our  own  country, 
more  of  the  supplies  necessary  to  consumption,  and 
depend  less  upon  foreign  countries.  Until  that  object 
is  accomplished,  we  shall  be  constantly  exposed  to 
an  exhausting  drain  of  the  precious  metals,  and  to 
sudden  alterations  of  delusive  prosperity  and  real  ad- 
versity. One  of  the  obvious  modes  of  accomplishing 
that  object  is  the  regulation  of  our  foreign  trade  by 
means  of  a  properly  adjusted  tariff,  stimulating  pro- 
duction at  home  and  diminishing  importations  from 
abroad.  And  all  experience  has  shown  that,  on 
whatever  object  our  manufacturing  industry  has  been 
successfully  employed,  its  price  to  the  consumer  has 
been  almost  invariably  reduced.  This  is  the  neces- 
sary effect  of  ihe  taw  of  competition. 

The  question  is  sometimes  asked,  how  the  manu- 
facturer can  be  benefitted  by  an  increase  of  duties  if 
the  effect  be  to  reduce  prices?  The  answer  is,  that 
he  is  benefitted  by  obtaining  possession  of  a  greater 
extent  of  home  market,  and  by  the  greater  steadiness 
which  prevails  in  it;  whilst  the  foreign  producer,  in 
order  to  share  any  part  of  that  market,  is  obliged 
first  to  submit  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  his  com- 
modity equivalent  to  the  duty,  and  his  commodity  is 
finally  excluded  from  the  market  by  the  operation  of 
the  principle  of  domestic  competition. 

Fortunately  for  the  harmony  of  the  different  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  without  the  danger  of  reviving  to- 
pics which  formerly  agitated  and  exasperated  parties, 
the  actual  wants  of  the  treasury  now  require  a  tariff 
which,  while  it  supplies  a  necessary  revenue,  may  be 
so  arranged  as  to  afford  incidentai  protection  to-'ina- 
nufactures  without  any  materiaf  departure  from  the 
principles  of  the  compromise  act.  The  opponents 
of  the  protective  policy  have  never  controverted  Ihe 
right  of  government  to  give  such  incidental  protec- 
tion; and  Ihe  friends  of  that  policy,  looking  to  the 
substance  rather  than  the  name  of  things,  1  should 
think,  ought  to  be  content  if  their  object  is  attained, 
whether  it  be  made  in  the  form  of  a  revenue  tariff  or 
a  protective  tariff. 

I  request  your  acceptance,  gentlemen,  of  my  re- 
speetful  and  cordiaf  acknowledgments  for  the  friend- 
ly sentiments  towards  me  contained  in  your  commu- 
nication, and  for  your  kind  wishes  for  my  health  and 
prosperity  in  reticement.  And  I  unite  my  prayers 
with  yours  to  the  Great  Author  of  our  being  for  his 
blessings  upon  you,  upon  our  country,  and  upon   all. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  faithfully  your 
friend  and  obedient  servant,  H.  CljAlf. 

To  iMcssrs.  L.  Bradish,  Erastus  Root,  ifc. 


TWENTY-SEVEKTH    C  O  i\  G  iw 
SECOND  SESSION. 


s'a. 


SENATE. 

April  28.  Mr.  Alien  moved  to  take  up  his  reso- 
lution ill  relation  to  allairs  of  Rhi.de  Island.  His 
motion  wa..  rejected.     Yeas  S,  nays  2S. 

The  senile  then  proceed  to  the  ap|.'ropriation  hill 
and  after  farther  pngress  therein  and  adupttng  se- 
veral amendments  proposed  by  the  cominiitee  on 
finance  proceeded  to  executive  business;  alter  the 
transaction  of  which,  they  adjourned. 
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ArniL  29.     Mr.    Walker  pre--!  .■■■.  ■    i. --];':, ■■      ^ 

tliB  ?l;ila  of  Mississipjii,  iirgiii-.      ■  '     '   ■ 

land  lilies  under  the  treaty  nf  i>  -  i 

others  in  relnMon  In  cortr>'"rr'  ■    .  ,u.;:,, 

of  land  distribution  law,  ai;.!!!;-:  a  j.r  .1  Mi  i . ,;  tariff, 
inileninity  for  loss  of  school  -ti-lii.n  ii:  tin-  ( 'hicUasaw 
Cessions,  for  ligiit  house  at  St.  Josephs,  and  amend- 
ment of  the  hankr:ipt  law. 

iMr.  Miingitm.  from  tlie  comniittee  on  printing  re- 
porrrd  a_;a^l^■t  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  eonrt 
mariKii  on  tlic  case  of  Col.  De  Rnssy.  Mr.  Rives 
hoped  Ihe  senate  would  not  concur.  Tlie  trLi;}Sac- 
tion  had  been  complained  of  as  an  e.v  parte  proceed- 
ing. Mr.  .Well  remarked  thalthuse  who  complained 
and  desired  copies  of  the  proceedings  had  not  been 
consulted  and  had  given  no  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  jV/a?j^(oii  said  it  had  been  the  uniform 
practice  not  to  print  pro(  eedings  where  the  |>arties 
had  been  acquitted.  The  report  was  then  concur- 
red ill. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  lo  the  consideration  of 
the  hill  making  appropriations  for  support  of  govern- 
ment. An  amendment  was  adopted  increasing  the 
appropriation  for  the  Boston  custom  house  tu  lot), 000 
dollars,  by  a  vote  of  Si)  to  1'2,  and  after  farther 
progress  with  the  bill,  at  5  o'clock  the  senate  ad- 
jouined. 

A  PHIL  30.  i\lr.  Flulps  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  hun.jrable  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  senator  appoint- 
ed in  the  place  of  the  honorable  Samuci  Preutiss  re- 
signed. 

iVir.  Buciiaimn  presented  a  pciition  from  citizens  of 
Noril.aiapton  county,  praying  protection  by  proMii>t 
odjuslmeiil  of  Ihe  tariti;  also  a  petition,  fivm  VVasii- 
ingtun,  feniisyivania,  against  post  travelling  and  post 
otliv-ts  being  opened  on  the  Sabbath. 

Sir.  Linn  picsented  a  petiiion  from  citizens  of  Mi- 
chigan praying  a  niiiitai-y  occupation  of  the  Oregon 
territory  and  its  formation  into  a  territorial  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  .illcn  made  another  ineffectual  effort  to  get  at 
the  executive  and  Khode  Island  correspondeiice. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  (as  in  comniilifcj  1  j 
the  c.jusideralion  of  the  bill  for  civil  and  (lip,...iialic 
ex|H-nsL'S,  and  after  farther  progress  llicrcKi,  '.>\-nt 
iatj  exccutne  session,  and  alter  short  time  passed 
thereat,  adji  ;  na  d. 

Mav  !-'.  fiir.  Tiilhnadge  presented  a  memorial  in 
favor  of  home  industry. 

Mr.  Btnton  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wickliffe,  the 
postaiaster  general,  in  reference  to  a  post  masler  at 
St.  Louis.  '1  he  origin  of  this  matter  was  the  ap- 
pointmet  of  a  new  post  master, at  St.  Louis.  it 
seems  that  Mr.  i>tii/oii,  had  copied  pajters  before  the 
striate  in  exteulive  session,  and  Iransini.led  them  to 
St.  Louis  for  publication.  They  appeared  in  a  public 
paper,  v/hen  iilr.  Wickliffe  called  upon  Mr.  licnlcn 
for  information  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  let- 
ters v;ere  transmitted.  Mr.  Wicklilfe  was  answered 
in  public.  Mr.  H.  stated  boldly  that  he  copied  tlie 
letters  himself,  sent  them  to  St.  Louis,  and  procured 
their  pubiicaiion. 

Mr.  .'llUn,  of  Ohio,  called  up  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  Uiree  vi'eeks  since  calling  upon  the  president 
01  the  United  States  for  information  in  relation  to  the 
Rhode  Island  dillieulties.  Mr.  Mkn  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  upon  the  motion 
to  take  it  from  the  table.  The  pre  iilini  of  the  senate, 
ordered  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion. 

jMr.  JUUn  rose  to  speak  alter  the  secretary  of  the 
senate  cajled  his  name.  He  was  about  lo  give  his 
reasons  for  taking  up  the  resolution,  and  said  tiiat  he 
liad  learned  impin-tant  facts  within  thirty-st.v  hours 
past.  'I'liey  would,  in  his  opinion,  affect  most  seri- 
ously the  interests  of  the  counlry. 

Mr.  allien  was  going  on,  when  he  was  called  to  or- 
der by  the  senator  Irom  South  Carolina  UMr.  I'rcstmij. 

A  point  of  order  was  raised,  which  occupied  a  long 
time  and  prevented  the  consideration  of  all  public 
husine.-.s  lor  the  remainder  of  the  day.  It  was  parli- 
cipjled  in  by  iMussrs.  lienton,  Vutiiomi,  il'ouilljiinj, 
Mii^/i/,  iiaxjanl  King,  of  Alabama,  .Ulcn,  of  Ohio, 
and  others.  The  chair  was  sustained  in  its  dec isnin 
by  a  full  vote.  The  question  recurred  upon  taking 
up  the  resolution,  and  the  yeas  and  nays'^were  order- 
ed.    'I'lie  result  was  as  follows: 

VliA.:)— :Vi.-<,- s.  .\lleii.  Bcn'...:i,  Cauhann  i,  Fukon, 
ICiii;-,  Liiin,  iMcUoherl,-,  Small,  ul  ("on.  Siiirg-Nii,  Ta|i- 
nni.Wae,..-:,  \Villuni^  VVo.idomv,  Wri-hi,  ^  ouu.i,'— 13. 

N.iVS— .VL.S..I8.  Arch.r,  li.iui.y,  iianow,  Lliues,  li,:y. 
aid.  Cailioi.n,  Chuaie,  Ciavion,  Conrad  Cimciidi'u,  C,-t; 
i.t  Vi.  Cninueil,  Kni.MS.  Oruliam,  limitiuijton,  M.;i-rieU, 
Milii  !■,  lUo.elu-iid,  Toner,  Pnsua,  Rive.s,  .^immuiw, 
SiiiU'i,  ol  lid.  Southard,  Spraf'^e,  Tul.niaJjje,  Whi.e, 
\Vo..iihnui;r--Ji. 

And  so  iiio  senate  refused  to  take  up  the  resolution. 

The  order  of  business  was  next  a  matter  of  brief 
conlroversy. 

The  cliair  was  about  to  propose  the  third  reading 
of  bills  upon  the  speaker's  table. 


"  ' '.  rr/ii/c  said  as  it  was  too  late  to-d.'>y  to  act  upon 

■  ■  ■-]  .'iiiu  diplomatic  bill,  he  v/aukl  move  an  exe- 
'■  -ossiciii.  Ilie  motion  ];revaijpd  by  a  larg^- 
..;,.;.  ill) — the  galleries  were  cleared — and  the  rc- 
maiiidir  of  the  day  given  to  the  consideration  of  no- 
minations. 

And  the  serrate  adjourned. 

May  3.  Mr.  Meerick  addressed  the  senale  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Bmlon's  remarks  yesterday,  in  reply 
to  the  letters  of  the  postmasler  general,  inqairing  by 
whom  the  letters  of  the  executive  departnieal  to  ilie 
committee  on  p(;st  office^,  had  liL-en  copied  and  sent 
to  the  St.  Louis  Reporter  f.jr  puhlicalion.  As  chair- 
man of  the  eoinmittee,  he  felt  called  upon  to  make 
some  explanation  of  the  -case  for  the  benefit  of  the 
senate.  In  doing  so,  he  read  some  reports  on  pro- 
ceedings of  a  similar  nature,  during  former  sessions 
of  congress. 

Mr.  Benton  next  addressed  the  senate.  He  did  not 
look  upon  the  communications  as  either  private  or 
confidential;  and  went  into  an  argument  in  vindica- 
tion of  his  rights. 

Mr.  iSiYois  h.jped  this  matter  would  not  interfere 
with  the  special  order. 

The  president  pro.  tem.  observed  that  there  was 
nothing  before  the  senale;  but  that  by  general  consent, 
the  senator  irom  Missouri  could  proceed.  IVo  ob- 
jection being  made  Mr.  B«)[/pn  resumed  his  remarks. 
At  one  o'clock  he  was  cut  off  by  tiie  special  order. 

The  senate  tlien  took  up  tlie  appi'oprialion  bill 
which  was  discussed  uiiUl  a  late  hour,  chiefly  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Bcntcn  to  strike  out  from  the' 
clause  lo  provide  for  the  denciency  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  '26\\\  cnngressT  for  printing,  lithograph- 
ing, binding  and  h.ioks,  &c.  the  word  "'books.'' 

iJr.  BcnUn  addressed  ihe  senate  at  considerable 
K'oglh  in  favor  of  the  ameiidment,  and  was  followed 
by  Air.  Emm  in  reply;  and  the  debate  was  further 
continued  by  Messrs.  jJllen,  Hanlinglon,  Young,  If'uodr 
ljiiry,^rcl>er,  ffiiig- a:id  ITriglil. 

Wl'.en  the  question  was  taken  on  its  adoption,  and 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a  vole  of  SI  to  15. 

ftir.  If(io(.'6ii!a  then  moved  to  so  amend  the  clause 
that  no  part  of  the  appropi  iatioii  be  applied  for  the 
[aircha^e  of  books  heiea'lcr  lobe  disti-ibulcd  among 
mem.beis  of  congress  v.  ilhoiit  the  previous  sanction 
of  express  law,  nor  any  books  so  purchased  hereto- 
fore be  paid  for  except  from  a  specilic  appropriation 
ennmeraling  the  bodks  and  the  cost. 

This  amendment  was  also  debated  at  some  length; 
the  question  on  which  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  iiegaiive:  yeas  17,  nays  18. 

Mr.  .Irchcr  then  moved  an  amendment,  which  pre- 
vailed, stating  the  cost  of  the  books,  and  lliat  they 
were  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  26ih  congress. 

Mr.  Woodbury  moved  another  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation  f"r  the  depart- 
ment of  stale  shall;  after  the  Isl  day  of  July  next,  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  special  agents  abroad  ap- 
poinled  without  the  consent  of  the  senate  or  an  act 
of  congress,  nor  fir  compensaiion  to  the  agents  en- 
trusted with  the  transmission  of  despatches. 

This  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  IVoodiury, 
HmiHn;;lon,  King,  and  ollieis. 

When  the  question  was  taken,  there  was  no  quo- 
rum voting;  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  4.  The  apportionment  bill  was  received 
from  the  house  of  representatives,  read  a  lirst  and 
second  lime  by  its  title,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  U'at- 
ker,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  approprialiiMi  bill  was  discussed  until  a  late 
hour,  and  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  correctly 
engrossed,  Ihe  bill  was  passed.  And  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  lli;PRESl::NTA'l'lVES. 

Thursday,  ApruL  28.  Mr.  Sinniy,  submitted  the 
following  report: 

The  comniittee  on  public  expenditures  respectful- 
ly submit  to  the  house  a  report  made  by  the  lion. 
(Jeorge  I'oiiidexler  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Mr.  I'oindexter  was  one  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  on  the  10th  of  May,  1841, 
to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  custom  house  in 
the  city  of  New  York. 

The  committee  being  apprized  that  the  expendi- 
tures at  the  custom  house,  in  the  city  of  K.  York, 
had  increased  very  greatly  for  several  years  past, 
felt  bound  to  become  acquainted  with  the  nature 
and  character  of  these  expenditures,  that  the  guilty 
might  be  exposed  anil  punished,  and  like  abuses  cor- 
rected fur  the  future.  As,  however,  the  lime  al- 
lowed to  the  committee  for  such  an  iuvesligatiou 
was  not  sufficient  lo  enable  them  to  allempt  the  iii- 
vestigalion  with  any  prohahilily  of  success,  unless 
they  had  abundoned  ihe  sittings  of  the  house,  and  as 
I  they  had  been   informed  of  the   nature  of  the  duties 


,.r  .!.-,  ,..  V ;:  iiioners,  they  concluded  it  would  be 
;  ry  to'  the  house  to~tvait  <he  re|iort  of 
I  iiers.  On  the  9tli  day  of  Feljruary 
;.,  ;  ;...  .:  .;  ,  uf  representatives  adopted  a  resolu- 
tioa  reporle.;  irom  ihe  committee  on  public  expendi- 
tures, requesting  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  No 
ans'.ver  to  that  resolution  has  yet  been  received. 
Some  days  since  the  committee  called  on  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  know  when  they  would  re- 
ceive an  answer  to  the  resolution  referred  to,  and 
wliether  the  report  mads  since  the  date  of  that  re- 
solution would  be  sent.  Some  days  elapsed  and  no 
ansnercame.  Another  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to  this,  after  waiting 
another  day,  tiie  committee  received  no  answer. 

The  committee  knowing  the  general  desire  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  believing  that  it  was  due  not  only  to 
the  house  of  representatives  but  tothe  American 
people  that  abuses  should  be  exposed,  and  feeling 
anxious  that  measures  might  be  taken  during  the 
present  session  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  de- 
I  grading  enormities  practised  at  the  custom  house,  de- 
itermined  to  call  on  Mr.  Poiiidexter,  one  of  the  com- 
]  missioners,  and  to  snlimit  Ihe  result  of  his  labors  lo 
the  consideration  of  the  house. 

This  report  is  herewith  submitted.  The  commit- 
tee earnestly  and  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  ils  details.  It  is  believed  that  Ihe  wick- 
edness of  public  cilicers  here  exposed  is  un[iaralleled 
in  the  history  of  any  civilized  government;  and  pub- 
lic interest — the  interest  of  the  injured  and  unjustly 
oppressed  citizens — and,  above  all,  public  honor, 
imperiously  demand  a  remedy  at  the  hands  of  the 
representaiives  of  the  people. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Stiinly  said  he  Intended  to  move  the  printing 
of  the  number  of  extra  copies  as  had  been  printed 
of  the  Swortwoul  report — live  thousand  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  he  believed,  and  twenty 
thousand  without. 

Mr.  Welter  objected,  and  the  motion  v/as  entered 
on  the  journal. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Mason  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
grand  inquest  and  citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Md. 
praying  congress  to  surrender  the  stock  held  by  the 
general  government  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal to  the  stale  of  xMarylatid.  On  his  motion  it  was 
referred  to  the  cotnmitlee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  resolution  heretofore  ^.ubmitted  by  Mr. 
Mams  providing  that  10,000  extra  copies  of  Mr. 
Cushing's  report  from  the^eommittee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs on  the  subject  of  American  and  British  colonial 
trade  was  then  taken  up  and  adopted  by  91  yeas  to 
69  nays. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  arose  and  said  that  he  (with  other 
members)  had  voted  tliis  morning  for  the  printing  of 
the  report  of  the  comniittee  on  public  expenditures 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  a  report  from  lliem- 
selves.  He  had  since  discovered  that  it  was  simply 
the  report  of  Mr.  I'oindexter,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners. He  therefore  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  ordering  ils  printing. 

The  spenker  decided  that  a  motion  just  previously 
made  by  Mr.  Everett  that  the  house  go  into  commit 
tee,  had  the  priority,  and 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  .'illen,  of  Maine,  in  the  chair,  and  re 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  appropriation  bill; 
when  the  commiltee  rose  last  evening,  the  slate  of 
the  question  was  as  follov.s: 

Mr.  tialsted,  from  the  committee  on  eIeclions,had 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  following  as 
section  2: 

Jml  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  each  state  shall  he 
divided,  by  the  legislature  thereof,  into  as  many  dis- 
tricts, composed  of  contiguous  territory,  as  shall  be 
equal  to  the  nuuib"r  of  representatives  to  which  said 
state  may  be  eiililled  iu  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  congress  of  the  Uiiited  States,  and  that  each 
of  the  said  districts  shall  elect  one  representative. 

To  which  mncndnxnlMr.  Campbell,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, had  moved  the  following  ameiidment: 

That  in  every  case  where  a  slate  is  entitled  to 
more  than  one  representative,  the  number  to  which 
each  state  shall  be  enlitieil  under  this  apportionment 
shall  be  elected  by  districts  composed  of  coiiliguous 
territory  equal  in  number  to  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives 10  which  said  state  may  be  entitled,  no 
one  district  electing  more  than  one  representative. 

Which  said  amendment  Mr.  HalsUd  had,  on  be- 
half of  the  conimiltco  of  elections,  (as  the  nqiorler 
understood),  accepted  as  a  modilicationof  the  amend- 
ment reported  from  that  eoinmittee. 

Mr.  C'li/.jiiil  had  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  excepting  from  the  operation  Uiercof  the 
state  of  Georgia. 
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And  the  question  pending  was  on  the  amendment  [dent,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  raalce  his  report  to  the 
to  the  amciidiiient.  Messrs.  Kennedy,  o(  Indiana,  authority  which  had  appointed  liim.  Mr.  W.  would 
Paine,  Baniard,  Floyil,  and  Clifford  continued  the  de-  not  say  how  that  sentlenian  had  felt  himself  autho- 
bate;  and  Mr.  IF.  C.  Jalinsoii  Ijaving  obtained  the  |  rised  to  report  tlie  resuit  of  his  investigation  to  a 
floor,  the  committee  rose,  and  tlie  house  ai.journed.  |  committee,  when  the  house  had  called  on'^lhe.  presi- 

Fridav  Apkil  23.     Mr. /Jri^s  asked  leave  to  of- !  dent  for  it,  and  tliatrall  hodnotjethcen  responded  to. 


fer  the  following  resolution  which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  the  report 
or  reports  madeby  thecommissioners,oranyof  them, 
appointed  to  investigate  the  concerns  of  the  N.  York 
custom  house. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  arose  to  the  motion  which  he  had 
made  yesterday. 

As  tne  adoption  of  the  motion  to  print  was  made 
sub  sileiillo,  the  speaker  now  decided  tliat  Mr.  Ronse- 
veU's  motion,  althi-ugh  he  had  voted  in  tlie  alhrina- 
tive,  could  not  be  eiuertained;  but  subsequently  as  it 
seemed  to  be  a  question  of  some  feeling  and  probably 
involving  much  interest  the  speaker  Avithure 
decision  and  announced  that  the  question  v/ 
be  on  the  motion  to  recunsider.  Mr.  Roa.tvelt  arose 
and  farther  explained  his  motives  for  making  the 
motion  to  reconsider.  He  had  voted  fur  the  printing 
under  a  misapprehension  of  the  nature  of  the  report, 
supposing  it  to  he  one  from  the  committee  and   not 


The  report  was  not  his:  it  was  the  property  of  the 
gnvcrnment:  it  belonged  to  the  eserutive  department. 
Were  Mr.  W.  president,  and  an  ofllccr  should  serve 
him  so,  he  would  turn  him  out  forlhv/ith;  would  dis- 
miss him  insjantiy. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  toinquire  who  was  George 
PoindextiT.'  And,  after  passing  high  coninlimenl.s 
on  his  intelligence  and  standing,  his  fearlessness  and 
independence,  and  admitting  he  had  been  among  the 
leading  members  of  Ihe  senate,  and  the  Atlas  of  legis- 
lation in  his  own  state,  inferred  frDm  the  whole  that 
he  must  well  know  the  course  of  the  commiltse  to 
be  an  abuse,  and,  if  now  on  the  floor  of  the  senate, 
would  be  Ihe  last  man  to  justify  it.  Mr.  W.  did  not 
know  which  was  the  most  reprehensible,  the  conduct 
of  the  committee  or  the  conduct  of  the  president's 
Id  now  i  subordinate.  The  committee  had  no  business  with 
the  document. 

Mr.  VV.  believed  the  New  York  custom  house  was 
a  canfer  to  the  country;  he  wished  it  to  be  probed  to 
the  bottom,  he  did  not  v.  ish  this  document  suppress- 
ed, hilt  he  wanted  (he  executive  conduct  to  be  placed 


simply  the  ex  parte  report  ui  but  one  of  the  board  of   in  a  fair  light.     Me  had  no  vengeance  to  wreak  on 


commissioners. 

Mr.  Caslilng  said  that  it  v/as  a  document  of  some 
400  pages,  had  been  presented  to  tlie  executive  de- 
partment on  the  1:2th,  tlien  withdra.in  for  some  rea- 
son, and  then  presented  aQaiii  on  the  ^'Uih.  U'iiere- 
Ibre  the  president  and  secieLary  had  had  time  to  do 
no  more  than  read  it  over,  if  even  that. 

Mr.    W.    C.  Jolinson  thought  that  if  published   it  j  important  report  it  is, 
ought  to  be  accompanied  wiui   the    v/hoie   collateral  ;  duct  and  character  of 


Mr.  Curlis,  or  Mr.  Kovt.  Mr.  Curtis  bad  been  no. 
minatcd  by  presiri;r.l  Harrison,  and  not  by  Tyler. 
Suppose  for  sake  of  argiimeni,  I  admit  that'the  pre- 
sident had  had  that  report  fir  ton  days:  lie  was  to 
read  it;  compare  it  wilh  the  other  reports;  r.-flecton 
the  whole,  and  tlien  write  his  message  to  congress. 
Thewh.ile  measure  originated  with  him:  and  a  r.iost 
It  not  only  involves  the  con- 
n  in  Ihe  New  York  custom 


videnee  and  repurts  of  the  otlier  com 
Two  of  them  had  atanearly  day  made  thei 
obedience  to  the  dii-cctions  of  the  prcbii 
third  one  "ho  liad  strong  piejudiLc.i  agai 
portion  of  tiie  inaiuitactui  ing  and  coniint 
rests  had  not  reported  liii  the  ];Jlli  .\pii 
withdrawn  it,  and  not  given  it  in  liU  xioih 
sident  had  been  most  desirous  ol  laying 
subject  before  the  li 


iiiers.  1  house— of  Hoyt,   of  Curtis,  of  Carnes,  of  Was^on, 
vl=  111  [and  others  in  that  establishment — but  I  can  tell  New 
'Ihe  i  England    gentlemen   on   this  floor,  that    it    involves 
large  jsonie  men  of  the  very  highest  standing  in  Boston  and 
in  Lowell— the  gentry  of  New  Ivigland— the  highest 
class  of  capitalists— these  too   are  involved:  and    if 
Iheslatemenls  in  the  report  are  true,  men  of  this  de- 
scription have  been  enga-ed  in  a  conspiracy  to  bribe 
the   custoni-Iiou-e  oliicers  to  'eize  on  woolien  goods 


Lial   1 
had  iuei 
I'iie  pre- 
le   Mliolt 


Mr.  .JnioU  was  inclined  to  think  the  only  way  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers  of  New  En„ 
to  get  the  whole  report  out  of  the  hands  of  the  pi'e-  [land. 

sident,  uas  to  print  tne  present  copy  ol  ii,  « liid,  tlie  |  -'^I''-  ^V.  said  that  if  these  facts  came  out  he  should 
committee  had  got  not  -uy  accident"  has  it  had  been  I  'h-in'^  Mf-  Poindexter  most  profoundly  for  his  labors; 
intimated  by  some.  Kuiujrs  deeply  in,p|jcated  the  ;''"<■'"'<' go  far  toward  excusing  his  course  in  rela- 
political  integrity  of  the  president,  35  d.signin=' to  ' ''""  ^°  ^^^  report;  although,  till  there  should  be  ac- 
v/ithhold  a  portion  in  order  to  conciliate,  '[lie  dcnio- | '"^' '^^'''■^"'^'^  produced  that  the  president  was  in- 
cracy."  A  bird  in  the  hand  was  \>ori|,  t«',,  ,n  ilie  bush  '^''"'''^  to  suppress  the  report  rendered  to  him.  Mr. 
and  he  was  for  hulding  !aat  and  pruitiii-  j;  ,  ntire.  ^^ ■  '^'^  "°'  '^'^'^  how  it  could  be  excused.    He  believ- 

Mr.  Wise  went  mlo  a  recapitiiUiiion  of  the  facts  ^^^  "^'^  ^'^■'-^'  ''<?P°''t  would  be  found  to  be  one  of  the 
in  the  history  of  the  appointnient  and  doings  of  the  strongest  anti-tarifl'  documents  ever  put  forth  to  the 
board  of  commissioneis  from  May,  1841,  whep  j '^"'"'"""''Ji  '''<'  ^.-'''"*"'i'"'>'  i'l'i^re-st  of  the  country 
Messrs.  Poindexter  and  Kelly  had  been  appointed,  '  "'°"'^  ''<'  gfiHified  by  its  perusal.  The  rrpr.rt  not 
and  on  their  recfunmendation'.Mr.  Stewart  had  been  ,  °"'>"  '"'■olved  the  character  of  the  custom-house  iifli- 
associated  willi  them,  to  October,  1S41,  when  a  new  ^'^"^  *'  ^'^'^'  York,  but  also  of  the  commissioners 
board  had  been  designated  consisting  of  Messrs.  '  '!iemselves,  (who  were  understond  some  of  tlieai  to 
Poindexter,  Strwart,"and  IJradlcy;  the  anxiety  of  be  anl'-'ai'df  whigs,  and  others  |m  .  -:,iri'r -\  !.i  >,'l  and 
the  president  that  they  should  cIqsc  their  labors,  and  :  "Unnalely  every  member  here  r,-  .,;  :i  ,     ,  ■  state 

report  in  time  for  hiai  to  make  the  necessary  recom-    "^  .Vla.ssachusetls.     This  report.  i.   1,    !i     ,  j,!it  b 


of  .Via 

assured,  had  deeper  ends  in  1 

of  abuses  or  corn 


inendations    to   congress;  and  the  resolution   01 

board  on  the  26:h  of  December  to  close  its  sittings. 

On  the  28th  of  December  Air.  Stewart  had  reported  '  "  e^P"se  the  iniquities  of  thi 

in  part.     On  the  14lh  of  January  other  reports  were'  oper^ite  to-save  the  country  f 

made  by  Messrs.  btewart  and  Kelly;  and  on  the  9th  ■  il;''"''!^  south,   and    parr      ' 

of  February,  -^ir.  iiiiii,  cha' 


th. 


laws.   Shn 


inHicti.-. 
ate    of 


there  was  not  to  be  found  a  more  adroit  ingenious 
person  at  making  up  a  document  from  other  people's 
reports.  (A  laugh.)  He  was  the  grealcst  man  at 
this  "pecies  of  domestic  manufacture  tliat  Mr.  S.  had 
ever  seen  in  his  life.  He  combined  reports  v.'hich 
were  not  his  own  with  a  skill  truly  surprising.  Here 
was  a  report  of  his  on  the  colonial  trade,  and  a  most 
useful  and  valuable  document  to  be  sure,  containing 
a  vast  amount  of  tabular  statements,  drawn  from 
the  records  and  reports  of  the  house;  and  the  house 
had  ordered  10,000  copies  of  it  to  be  printed— but 
how  raueii  of  it  was  his  own' 

Mr.  Slar.ly  here  alluded  to  the  mode  by  which  the 
house  got  information  in  the  Swartwoiit  dociinient, 
and  also  to  Mr.  Whe^s  reporting  letters  of  Mr. 
Cass's  clerks,  which  lie  had  chosen  not  to  consider  as 
private.  iMr.  Cass  had  insisted  they  were  private. 
iMr.  S.  also  alluded  to  the  mode  in  vjhich  Ihe  Har- 
per's Ferry  abuses  had  leaked  out,  and  to  how  R. 
M.  Whitney  had  been  bull-dogged.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wm.  C.  jc/iiwon)  had' spoken  of 
the  commissioners  being  opposed  to  each  other  in 
relation  to  the  tariff. 

[I\Ir.  Jchnsoti  here  explained.  He  had  not  assert- 
ed that  such  was  the  case.  He  had  merely  put  a 
case  hypolhetically,  and  had  supposed,  for  the  argu- 
ment's sake,  that  such  might  be  the  ca^e.] 

Mr.  S.  then  observed  that  he  should  not  say  what 
he  had  intended.  He  had  understood  tlie  gentleman 
as  inlirnatin'.;  that  there  were  certain  pre"jiidi:'es  in 
the  mind  of  the  president  of  the  board,  which  went 
j  to  invulidale  the  report. 

j  ]t  was  true,  as  staled,  that  the  committee  on  es- 
ipenilitures  liad  called  on  the  executive  for  the  report 
j  on  the  9th  of  February;  but  the  Senate  had  done  the 
Isanie  in  January,  he  believed,  or  on  some  day  in 
February;  but  no  answer  had  been  obtained. 

As  to  the  delay,  of  which  so  much  had  been  said, 
the  romaiissioner  would  have  been  able  to  report  at  a 
much  earlier  day  hut  for  the  stumbling-blocks  perpe- 
tually thrown  in  his  way.  There  were  some  four- 
teen folio  volumes  of  manuscript  correspondence 
which  had  been  withheld  from  him  lill  February; 
but  since  he  had  oldained  them,  he  had  made  such 
use  of  his  time,  and  had  exhibited  such  an  amount 
of  talent  and  industry  that  they  would,  among  all 
government  defaulters  hereafter,  make  the  "Poin- 
dexter gun"  as  much  dreaded  as  the  famous  "Palx- 
han  gun"  of  Ihe  navy. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  urged  that  this 
report  was  not  the  property  of  the  commissioners: 
it  belonged  to  the  government.  Yes;  and  here  Mr. 
S.  would  say  to  the  house,  that  one  of  the  chief  rea- 
sons with  him  for  obtaining  the  report  from  the  com- 
missioner to  be  laid  before  the  commillee  was  that 
ho  understood  tlie  president  had  said  that  he  intend- 
ed to  employ  it  for  his  own  individual  use. 

Mr.  /,!,;«,  of  New  York,  here  obtained  the  floor, 
and  in  proof  of  Mr.  Stanly's  assertions,  read  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  a  letter  of  the  president  to  gov. 
P-indext-r,  dated  I^ebruary  11,  1843,  and  which 
Mr.  L.  stated  he  had  permission  to  read,  and  under- 
stood  it  was  a  part  of  the  official  correspondence  in 
relation  to  the  commission: 

"The  commission  on  which,  at  my  own  reqiirst, 
rmlyou  and  others  consented  to  serve,  was  instituted, 
aid  --."■■ 

and 
t'ric 


an  of  the  committee 
on  expenditures  in  the  treasury  department,  had  in- 
troduced a  resolution  calling  on  the  executive  for  the 
report  and  all  the  djcuments  and  correspondence 
connected  with  the  subject.  At  that  time  Messrs. 
Bradley  and  Puindexter  were  stiil  at  New.  York,  en- 
gaged in  concluding  their  report  and  making  a  sy- 
nopsis of  the  evidence.  The  president  determined 
to  wait  till  their  report  should  have  been  received, 
before  he  replied  to  the  call,  desiring  in  justice  to 
Messrs.  Poindexter  and  Bradley  that  their  report 
should  not  be  foreslalled  by  th.it  of  the  other  com- 
missioners. Mr.  Poindexter  did  not  report  till  the 
12th  of  April:  he  had  then  withdrawn  the  report  for 
some  purpose.  [.Mr.  Syirig-j:  For  correction.]  Well, 
for  correction,  and  iiad  not  returned  it  till  the  20th. 
Thus,  though  the  report  had  been  in  the  department 
but  seven  days,  the  committee  complained  of  delay 
in  communicating  it  to  the  house.  It  must  have 
taken  the  secretary  alone  three  or  four  days  to  read  it, 
and  he  supposed  he  had  not  yet  read  the  whole  of  it; 
yet  both  he  and  the  president  required  time  to  read 
and  consider  it,  and  to  compare  it  with  the  previous 
reports  already  rendered. 

The  report  «'as  that  of  but  one  commissioner  out. 
of  four;  and  how  did  Ihe  cu.nmiltee  get  li.jld  of  it.- 
They  bad  CiWIed  in  vain  on  lliese.ietary,  and  so  they 
concluded  to  apply  to  Mr.  Poindexter  himself,  au 
officer  not  appointed  by  the  house  but  by  the  presi- 


d  the  report  of  the  commissioners  is  now  wanted 
by  mo  FOR  «iv  ow?j  inforjiation.  I  do  not  doubt 
but  that  it  will  contain  many  suggestions  with  re- 
gard to  the  custom  houses,  and  the  mode  of  transact- 
ing business  most  worthy  to  be  recommended  bv  me 
to  congress.  And  should  it  bting  to  my  knowfedge 
any  facts  implicating  those  now  in  office,  to  an  ex- 
tent or  upon  grounds  requiring  the  executive  action 
in  regard  to  Ihem,  I  shall,  without  any  promptings 
by  congress,  who  have  rightfully  nothing  to  do  with 
i(.  discharge  my  duty  to  the  country  wUhoiit  fear. 
Tliat  I  have,  for  a  considerable  time,  most  anxiously 
desired  the  report  to  be  made,  I  will  not  deny. — 
If'httkci;  when  made,  l.sliaU  deem  it  best  la  cnmmunieale 
llie  entire  report  to  congress,  or  otherwise  make  it  piib-\, 
'■-    or  content  myself  with  adopting  its  recomnicn- 


Carolina,  ought  to  erect  0  in.iuii 
of  its  author.  The  geuilemau  had  now  Mr.  W's 
personal  kindness,  as  he  always  had  had  his  admira- 
tion for  his  talents.  He  was  the  very  man,  of  all 
others,  he  should  have  selected  for  such  a  mission, 
and  he  believed  he  would  have  been  the  universal 
choice  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Sinnly  said  he  was  not  in  the  least  surprised 
at  the  strenuous  opposition  of  genllemen  to  the  print- 
ing of  this  report.  He  had  expected  that  tlie  hono- 
rable gentleman  who  represented  the  dislrict  of  the 

sainted  Butler  and  of  the  immaculate  Hoyt,  (whom     ,     .  j         ■-      ,  .       ^ 

Mr.  Van  iiuren  kc-pt  in   oflce  after  the  report  of  an     ''^""'"^  and  urging  them   upon  the  deiiberalicns  of 
investigating  committee  had  shown  his  defalcations.)    fo""''ess,  vill  bejor  my  own  dectfion;  as  also  will  b. 
wouid  be  desirous  of  taking  care  of  those  very  pious    "";  ;""".  ""''  ^'f  "'^'■■■f'™  for  making 
and   exemplary  persons:  he  had   expected,  too,  that        '-'}  ^"'f*^'        ^'"'''  ''"'  i'°"  S^t  that  lelteiv"] 
the  cow-boy  party  v/ould  be  equally  anxious  to  take       Mr.  Linn.     The  letter  is  a  part  of  a  correspond 
care  of  their  conscientious  president.     All   this  was    ^"'^^  between   the  commissioner  and  the  president, 
to  have  been  e.ipecled;  and  from  the  intimate  knov.'-    -"^  forms  part  of  the  report. 

ledge  which  som;  of  these  gentlemen  seemed  alrea-  Mr.  Stanly.  That  letter  was  the  moving  cause 
dy  to  have  of  the  conlenis  ol  .this  report,  the  house  with  me  for  desiring  to  pursue  a  course  which  should 
bad  proof  before  them  that  the  alliance  between  the  |  bring  this  report  to  public  notice.  I  do  most  solemn- 
two  had  been  consummated.  The  friends  of  Hoyt  j  ly  believe  that  if  tlie  committee  had  not  sent  for  the 
and  Duller  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  members  of  the  report,  many  of  the  facts  there  dcveloDcd  wdfild 
corporal's  guard  011^  the  other,  perfectly  harmonized  never  luue  seen.the  d.ay.  Why  did  the  president  as- 
ai  llieir  coiumou  eujris  to  keep  information  from  ihe  siime  the  very  extraiudinary  power  of  resf  rving  to 
■iie";:ie.  himself  certain  porth'us  of  a   putdio  document,  cli- 

i  he  prinlmg  was  opposed,  too,  by  the   gentleman    lained  by  him  as  the  chief  magistrate,  under  a  power 
from   Massaehuseits,   (Mr.     Cushing,)   than    whom  |  to  see  that  the  laws  are  duly  executed,  and  submit- 
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ting  just  such  portions  of  it  as  he  pleased,  to  con- 
gi'fss?  He  had  no  right  to  make  any  such  reserva- 
tions Was  it  for  his  own  private  purposes  that  he 
was  to  employ  public  officers  at  so  much  a  day  out 
of  the  treasury,  and  clothe  them  with  powers  of  in- 
Tcstic;ation  which  others  were  compelled  to  obey? 
Was  it  that  he  miRht  be  able  to  say  to  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  certain  quarters,  "1  have  you  in  my  power; 
I  want  a  few  votes  in  your  state;  and  if  you  don't  get  i 
them  for  me,  I  blow  you  all  sky-high!"  Why,  said 
j\Ir.  S.  if  I  had  suppressed  such  a  document  as  this, 
I  should  have  thought  [  deserved  to  be  censured  as 
one  of  the  peculiar  friends  of  this  administration, 
(from  which  fate  may  heaven  in  its  mercy  keep  me 
and  mine!)  I  have  heard  certain  charges  made  in  dif- 
ferent quarters  which  could  not  have  been  made,  had 
not  this  report  been  seen. 

The  gentleman  told  us  that  in  this  report  was  in-  j 
volved  the  reputation  of  Hoyt,  Curtis,  Games,  Was- 
son,  and  some  of  the  highest  families  in  New  England. 
Now,  1  believe  there  are  not  more  than  six  gentle- 
men on  thi:i  floor  who  know  that  Games  and  Wasson 
were  named  in  the  report  at  al'.  Where  did  he  get 
this  fact?  From  the  executive  archives?  How  does  j 
he  knoiv  that  the  report  implicates  Carnes  and  Was- 
son as  well  as  Hoyt  and  Curlis?  This  alone  is  a  suf- 
ficient justification  of  the  coramitlee  in  calling  for 
tills  report.  And  I  ^x\\l  here  tell  the  gentleman! 
from  Virginia,  without  intending  to  say  any  thing  at 
all  offensive,  that,  if  any  justification  was  needed  for 
the  course  of  the  committee,  the  censure  of  that  mem-  | 
ber  speaks  more  in  their  favor  than  any  defence  its 
friends  could  olfer,  I  offer  no  jnstifieation  of  that 
course  to  him. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  the  member  of  a  commission  of 
investigation.  I  had  rather  be  a  terrier  dog,  and  be 
set  to  catch  rats  under  a  barn,  than  Iha  member  of  a 
commission  with  the  president  against  me  at  every 
step. 

When  this  report  shall  be  printed,  the  country 
will  be  astounded  by  the  disclosures  it  contains.  Had 
1  had  any  agency  in  suppressing  it,  I  should  have 
been  ashamed  to  show  my  head.  I  should  have  ex- 
pected [what  I  should  dread  of  all  earthly  evils]  the 
approbation  of  some  of  those  gentlemen,  the  presi- 
dent's"peeuliar  friends."  But  itcannot  be  suppress- 
ed. It  must  be  printed,  it  will  be  printed;  it  will  be 
printed. 

Mr.  .'Indrnos,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  previous 
question,  but  withdrew  the  motion  on  the  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Wise  that  he  rose  for  purposes  of  expla- 
nation, and  on  his  pledge  to  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wise  (very  indistinctly  beard)  was  understood 
to  say  that  he  should  have  abhorred  the  conduct 
of  Gov.  Poindexter  unless  a  proper  expla  nation  was 
made.  That  gentleman  knew,  and  nobody  knew  bet- 
ter, how  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  got  the  information  about 
the  proceedings  of  the  board  at  New  York.  At  the 
last  session  of  congress  he  had  received  information 
Vi'liich  was  communicated  to  him  for  the  purpose  of 
legislation,  and  which  he  had  furnished  to  Messrs. 
Bi-rrien  and  Wundlninj.  of  the  senate,  for  the  same  ob- 
ject. Governor  Pouidexler  h.id  informed  him  (Mr. 
W.)  that  he  did  not  cominunicate  the  report  to  this 
eoininittee  until  he  had  received  a  subpcena  from  the 
speaker  of  this  house  to  furnish  the  papers,  and  had 
communicated  that  fact  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. It  was  due  to  him  (Gov.  P.)  to  say  that  this 
explanation  certainly  acquitted  him  from  impro- 
priety. 

The  main  question  "shall  the  vote  be  reconsidered.'" 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
73,  nays  84. 

So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

The  house  passed  to  the  consideration  of  private 
business. 

And  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  30.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Mnms  rose  and 
asked  leave  to  present  a  tariff  memorial  signed  by 
Edward  H.  Robbins,  Abbott  Lawrence  and  thirty- 
two  others.  He  did  this  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing an  opportunity  to  vindicate  himself,  his  colleagues, 
and  his  constituents  from  the  arraignment  to  which 
tlicv  had  been  subjected  by  the  observations  of  the 
geu'tlemau  from  Virginia  (Mr.  IVise.) 

Mr.  Whe  wanted  to  inform  the  gentleman  as  to 
his  remarks  of  yesterday,  that  it  was  due  to  him,  if 
the  gentleman  or  any  other  gentleman  was  mistaken 
about  his  (Mr.  W's)  remarks  yesterday,  and  had  un- 
derstood that  the  remarks  were  made  in  a  spirit  of 
exultation — that  this  attack  had  been  made  on  a 
large  class  of  gentlemen  from  the  north — to  say  that 
such  a  spirit  was  farthest  from  him  yesterday.  He 
had.;iot  meant  to  say  that  this  report  would  be  found 
tcj  be  true,  or  to  endorse  it  in  any  respect  whatever, 
but  to  judge  it  after  he  had  examined  it;  and  he 
merely  ini;aii'  In  iuforni  the  rcpresentaiivcs  ^f  those 
gentlemen  who  were  attacked  in  Ibis  report,  that 
there  was  such  matter  in  it,  which  matter,  if  proved 
to  be  true,  would  be  all-important;  or,  if  false,  those 


wdio  represented  the  gentlemen  attacked  ought  to  be 
informed  of  its  contents,  so  as  to  inform  their  peo- 
ple. One  of  th^  gentlemen  from  Boston  who  was 
attacked  was  a  gentleman  whom  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
defendperhaps  as  soon  as  any  friend  the  gentleman 
had  on  this  floor — a  man  connected  with  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  interests  of  Boston,  and 
a  man  of  high  honor. 

He  had  wished  yesterday,  and  that  was  what  he 
intended,  to  complain  in  hehalf  of  the  manufactur- 
ing mterests  of  the  north — of  the  manufacturing 
gentlemen  concerned,  that  this  report,  inculpating 
their  characters,  had  been  brought  into  this  house  as 
he  believed  improperly,  if  not  surreptitiously;  fore- 
stalling the  report  made  by  the  two  other  commis- 
sioners, which,  perhaps,  would  do  these  gentlemen 
justice.  He  had  said,  and  he  repeated,  if  the  charges 
were  true,  that  a  debt  of  gratitude  would  be  due  to 
the  gentleman  (George  Poindexter)  for  establishing 
the  charges  and  bringing  the  matter  to  light.  He 
complained  in  behalf  of  these  gentlemen  for  bring- 
ing in  this  report  before  the  report  of  Kelley  and 
Sreuart.  A  private  letter  from  the  president  to  Mr. 
Poindexter  had  been  introduced.  He  wanted  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  president  and  the  board 
of  commissioners  to  he  brought  forward — [a  voice: 
"It  will  come  out"] — and  then  they  would  see  whe- 
the  president  had  acted  justly  or  not  towards  these 
manufacturers.  Although  an  anti-tariff  protective 
man,  he  was  not  willing  to  see  this  attack  made  with- 
out having  the  whole  reports.  He  wanted  the  let- 
terof  Governor  Poindexter  to  the  president,  to  which 
this  was  an  answer,  and  the  whole  correspondence 
brought  before  the  house. 

Mr.  JiduMs  was  very  happy  to  receive  the  expla- 
nation of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise.) 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  his  motive  in  his  re- 
marks yesterday  was  to  inform  them  that  their  char- 
actors  were  all  at  stake  in  this  paper.  [A  voice, 
"how  did  he  know  any  thing  about  it?"]  And,  in 
giving  this  information,  it  was  the  gentleman's  inten- 
tion that  they  should  notice  it  properly,  and  he  could 
not  do  it  without  bringing  the  subject  to  this  house. 
This  memorial  received  last  night  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity to  defend  them,  because  it  related  to  the 
tariff,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise) 
had  said  that  the  great  Poindexter  gun  was  to  blow 
them  all  sky-high  and  to  blast  their  character,  charg- 
ing them  with  corruption  and  bribery;  and  not  only 
them,  but  the  manufacturers  of  Lowell.  That  was 
the  reason  why  he  had  called  on  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Cushing)  to  defend  himself  and  on  all  his  colleagues 
to  defend  themselves. 

[Mr.  ^fiilams  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  reported 
in  the  Intelligencer,  and  read  several  extracts]. 

There  (continued  Mr.  A.)  was  tlie  charge,  and 
were  they  on  this  floor — the  representatives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts— to  hear  that  charge  and  not  to  notice  it? 
He  called  the  attention  of  his  colleagues,  and  of  the 
whole  house,  and  would  call  in  a  voice  of  thunder 
the  attention  of  the  ^vhole  nation,  to  these  diarges. 
But  to  attend  further  to  the  gentleman's  remarks: 

[Mr.  A.  read  further  extracts]. 

Mr.  A.  did  not  wish  to  comment  on  this  contrast- 
ing of  the  positions  of  the  agricultural  and  manufae- 
ing  interests  of  this  country.  So  far  as  its  tendency 
might  be  to  harmonize  thegreat  interestsot  the  coun- 
try with  one  another,  he  did  not  comment  on  it  in 
that  point  of  view.  But  ^vhat  was  the  conclusion  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  position,  that,  if  this  was  true, 
it  was  to  be  on  anti-tariff  document?  Was  it  an  anli- 
tariff  document?  Was  Governor  Poindexter,  a  south- 
ern man,  an  anti-tarifl' man  by  bis  position  and  poli- 
tics, selected  to  go  and  investigate  the  concerns  of 
the  New  York  custom  bouse,  to  destroy  the  tariff  in- 
terests of  the  country?  Was  that  to  be  the  use  made 
of  this  report,  even  on  the  supposition  that  it  fixed 
bribery  and  corruption  on  every  individual  namea  by 
the  gentleman,  including  all  the  members  from  Mas- 
sachusetts on  this  floor?  If  it  was  proved  that  this 
bribery  had  been  committed  by  individuals  in  such  an 
interest,  surely  to  this  house,  representing  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  nation,  that  was  no  reason  to 
have  a  bearing  at  all  on  the  tarifl'. 

He  noticed  this  to  give  information  to  this  house 
and  to  call  attention  as  to  the  effects  to  be  sought 
from  this  report  on  great  questions;  not  on  what  had 
been  done  in  the  custom  house  of  New  York,  but  in- 
volving the  great  interests  of  the  nation.  He  protest- 
ed against  it  even  on  the  supposition  that  these 
charges  of  bribery  could  be  fixed.  A  conviction  of 
bribery  at  the  custom  bouse  had  no  bearing  between 
great  interests  on  the  tariff. 

Mr.  (file  (Mr.  A.  at  his  request  yielding  the  floor 
for  explanation)  said  he  understood  the  gentleman  to 
have  mferivd  Irom  liis  remarks  that  he  meant  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  delegation  from  Massachusetts,  or 
that  members  of  it,  were  convicted  of  corruption  and 
bribery.     The  remark  he  had   made  yesterday  was 


simply  to  inform  the  delegation  from  Massachusetts, 
and  to  notify  especially  the  representatives  from  Bos- 
ton and  Lowell,  that  this  report  involved  their  con- 
stituents, (not  themselves.)  and  that  injustice  was 
likely  to  be  done  by  this  report  coming  in,  unless  ac-  , 
companied  by  the  report  of  the  other  commissioners, 
two  out  of  three  of  whom  (Messrs.  Kelley,  of  Ohio, 
and  Steuart,  of  Maryland)  were  tariff  men  in  their 
opinions. 

He  did  not  endorse  the  report  one  way  or  the  other, 
for  he  had  never  read  it,  but  wished  merely  to  give 
this  information  that  the  attack  was  made,  and  that 
there  were  two  other  papers  which  would  qualify  the 
report  and  should  come  in  with  it. 

Mr.  A.  received  Mr.  Wi.sf's  explanations  with 
pleasure  and  said  yet  his  colleague  [from  Lowell] 
had  concurred  in  objecting  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  Citshing  thanked  him  for  the  opportunity  of 
explaining  the  grounds  of  his  differing  from  his  col- 
league, and  his  being  desirous  that  the  matter  should 
come  in  mass  and  not  in  ex  parte  form  before  the 
house.  His  constituents  challenged  investigation  on 
the  subject  and  he  was  ready  to  vindicate  them  if  ne- 
cessary from  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  cotnmis- 
sioners.  He  had  heard  of  charges  as  early  as  last 
Septemher  and  had  informed  his  constituents  thereof. 

Mr.  Admns  v/as  happy  to  hear  the  explanations  of 
his  colleague  and  next  referred  to  the  letter  of  the 
president  addressed  to  Mr.  Poindexler,  Feb.  11,  1842, 
called  by  Mr.  Wise  "a  jirivate  letter,"  as  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  for  publishing  the  whole  of  the 
report  at  once. 

Mr.  Wise  stated  that  it  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter alone,  and  in  reply  to  one  the  president  had 
received  from  Mr  Poindexter. 

Mr.  ddums  then  read  the  extract  of  the  president's 
letter,  [the  same  that  was  read  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Linn]  and  having  concluded  its  reading  proceeded  to 
comment  upon  it. 

If  there  was  no  other  reason  for  it,  and  totally  in- 
dependent-of  any  charge  on  him  or  his  colleagues  in 
consequence  of  this  report,  from  the  moment  that  he 
heard  read  the  extract  of  this  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  he  should  have  said,  "print 
the  whole  report.  No  reconsideration.  Do  not  let 
us  put  into  the  power  of  this  gentleman,  who  says 
congress  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  charges  of  bribe- 
ry and  corruption  and  every  species  of  malfeasance 
of  public  officers  of  this  nation." 

Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  it!  What  was 
this  house  constituted  for?  What  was  the  pow'er  of 
impeachment  given  them  for?  What  was  it  thattliey 
had  been  engaged  in  these  investigations  for?  What 
was  it  that  they  were  giving  to  committees  of  the 
house  the  power  of  investigation  for?  What  was  it 
for  which  they  did  all  this,  if  the  gentleman,  the  ten- 
ant of  the  white  house,  and  those  with  him,  were 
every  thmg,  and  congress  had  nothing  to  do?  In  his 
opinion,  congress  had  a  great  deal  to  do — he  was 
afraid  a  great  deal  more  than  they  would  do,  and  cer- 
tainly more  than  they  would  if  that  report  had  been 
sent  back  to  the  treasury  department,  or  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  IJ.  States,  to  be  garbled  just  as  if  should 
occur  to  the  president,  and  that  part  bearing  on  indi- 
viduals whom  he  chose  to  cover  with  his  protecting 
wing  to  be  cut  out. 

There  had  been  a  question  made  whether  this  was 
a  public  or  a  private  letter.  It  was  not  written  un- 
der the  injunction  of  secrecy.  He  would  not  under- 
take to  say,  if  it  had  been,  that  there  might  not  have 
been  some  objections  to  its  introduction.  He  did  not 
approve  of  the  introduction  of  private  letters.  He 
had  had  as  many  of  his  private  letters  divulged 
as  any  other  man.  He  thought  as  Cicero  did,  in  that 
divine  philippic  against  Mark  Antony,  that  the  in- 
troduction of  private  letters  was  disbonorilile,  un- 
less for  a  great  object,  superior  to  that  delicacy 
\vhich  w^as  due  between  private  correspondents.  He 
would  not  undertake  to  say,  if  this  had  been  a  pri- 
vate, secret  letter,  there  might  not  have  been  some- 
thmg  wrong,  not  in  the  committee,  but  in  the  per- 
son who  communicated  it  to  them.  He  saw  no- 
thing in  it  to  charge  any  one,  either  the  commission- 
er or  the  committee.  It  might  be  necessary  to  the 
commissioner  himself,  whose  character,  by  the  way, 
he  took  it,  was  as  much  implicated  as  the  members 
from  Massachusetts  on  this  floor.  .\nd  ho  took  it  for 
granted  there  would  be  an  investigation  of  his  char- 
acter and  conduct,  essentially  necessary  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  required  of  this  house  on 
this  subject  in  general,  before  it  was  dismissed. 

After  hearing  the  extract  of  that  letter,  coming 
with  perfect  fairness  to  this  house — a  paper  from 
which  every  member  of  this  house  had  a  full  and 
perfect  right  to  draw  all  the  legal  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  it — when  he  saw  an  express  avowal  that, 
with  regard  to  the  Issue  of  the  investigation,  the  pre- 
sident should  be  the  judge  of  what  congress  had  or 
had  not  to  do  with  it — he  said  it  was  an  utterly  un- 
constitutional  doctrine;  and  if    they   admitted    that 
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doctrine  for  once,  they  might  ns  well  put  the  power 
of  the  whole  governnient  into  the  hands  of  one  man. 
Cunsiderms  this  letter,  anil  the  attempt  to  suppress 
the  report,  if  he  had  240  voles  they  should  all  be 
cast  against  the  reconsideration  of  the  printing  of 
this  paper. 

Mr.  ^Jdnms  concluded  with  his  motion  to  refer  the 
memorial  to  the  committee  on  manufactures  and  to 
print,  which  motion  lies  over  for  debate. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
private  bills. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  care  and  immediate  super- 
Tision  of  John  Tyler,  jr.  esq.  hi.s  private  secretary, 
but  which  was  lugged  down  the  centre  aisle,  in  a 
good-sized  market-basket,  by  the  messenger  boys  of 
the  house. 

Wcisliwgton,  .Ipril  30,  1842, 
To  the  house  of  represenlatit'es  of  the  U.  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  29th 
insl.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports 
Messrs.  Kelley  and  Steuart,  two  of  th( 
ers  originally  appointed  along  with  M 
to  investigate  the  atTairs  of  the  custou 
York,  together  with  all  the  correspondence  and  tes- 
timony accompanying  the  same,  and  also  the  report 
of  Mr.  Poindexter,,  to  which  is  annexed  two  letters 
subscribed  by  Mr.  Poindexter  and  Mr.  Bradley. 
The  last  named  gentlem;in  was  substituted  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Keliev,  whose  inclinations  and  duties 
called  him  to  bis  residence  in  Ohio,  after  the  return 
of  the  commissioners  to  this  city,  about  the  last  of 
August.  One  of  the  letters  just  mentioned  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  bears 
date  the  12th  of  April  instant,  and  the  other  to  my- 
self, dated  the  20lh  of  this  month.  From  the  fopm- 
er  you  will  learn  that  a  most  interesting  portion  of 
the"  inquiry  inslituted  by  this  department,  viz:  that 
relating  to" lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  revenue  cut- 
ters and  revenue  boats,  is  proposed  to  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  further  report  by  Messrs.  Bradley  and 
and  Poindexter.  You  will  also  learn,  through  the 
accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  Steuart,  the  reasons 
which  have  delayed  him  in  making  a  supplemental 
and  additional  report  to  that  already  made  by  hini- 
self  and  Mr.  Kelley,  embracing  bis  views  and  opi- 
nions upon  the  developements  made  subsequent  to 
the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Kelley  from  (he  commission 
and  the  substitution  of  Mr.  Bradley  in  his  place.  I 
also  transmit  two  documents  furnished  by  Mr.  Steu- 
art, and  which  were  handed  by  him  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  on  the  7th  inst.  The  one  being 
"Memoranda  of  Proceedings,"  Stc.  marked  No.], 
and  the  other  "Letters  accompanying  Memoranda," 
&c.  marked  No.  2. 

The  commission  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  existing  defects  in  the  custom-house  re 
gulations;  to  trace  to  their  true  causes  past  errors; 
to  detect  abuses;  and,  by  wholesome  reforms,  to 
guard  in  future  not  only  against  fraud  and  pecula- 
tion, but  against  error  and  mismanagement.  For 
these  purposes  a  selection  was  made  of  persons  of 
acknowledged  intelligence  and  industry;  and  upon 
this  task  they  have  been  engaged  for  almost  an  en- 
tire year,  and  their  labors  remain  yet  to  be  complet- 
ed. The  character  of  those  labors  may  be  estimated 
by  the  extent  of  Messrs.  Kelley  and  Steuart's  re- 
port, embracing  about  one  hundred  pages  of  closely 
written  manuscript,  the  voluminous  memoranda  and 
correspondence  of  Mr.  Steuart,  the  great  mass  of 
evidence  accompanying  Messrs.  Kelley  and  Steu- 
art's  report,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  ex- 
tending over  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  pages, 
comprised  in  the  volume  accompanying  this,  and  ad- 
ditional reports  still  remaining  to  be  made,  as  before 
Stated. 

I  should  be  better  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  communicate  the  eatire  mass  of  reports  made  and 
contemplated  to  be  made,  at  one  and  the  same  tim 
And  still  more  should  I  have  been  gratified  if  time 
could  have  been  allowed  me, consistently  with  the  ap 
parent  desire  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  be  in 
put  into  immediate  possession  of  these  papers  to 
have  compared,  or  even  to  liave  read  with  delibera- 
tion, the  views  presented  by  the  commissioners  as  to 
proposed  reforms  in  the  revenue  laws,  togelherwith 
the  mass  of  documental^  evidence  and  information 
by  which  they  have  been  explained  and  enforced, 
and  which  do  nut  admit  of  a  satisfactory  comparison 
until  the  whole  circle  of  reports  he  completed. 
Charges  of  malfeasance  against  some  of  those  now 
in  office  will  devolve  upon  the  executive  a  rigid  in- 
vestigation into  their  extent  and  character,  and  will 
in  due  season  claim  my  attention.  The  readiness, 
however,  with  which  the  house  proposes  to  enter 
upon  the  grave  aui  difficult  subjects  which  these  pa- 
pers suggest,  having  anticipated  that  considrration 
of  them  by  the  executive  which  their  inipuriancc  de- 
mands, it  only  remains  for  me,  in  lieu  of  specitic  re- 
commendations, which,  under  other  circumstances 


it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  make,  to  urge  upon  |  Mr.  JJitto',  of  S.  C.  sustained  the  amendment,  as 
congress  the  importance  and  necessity  of  introduc-  securing  the  most  just  and  republican  synte'm — and 
in"  the  earliest  reforms  in  existing  laws  and  usages,  had  no  doubt  of  the  constitutional  power  of  congress 
sn'as  to  guard    the  comilrv  in   future  against   frauds    in  relation  to  the  subject. 

in  the  collet  tinn  of  the  revenues,  and' the  treasury!  The  question  (it  being  9  o'clock)  was  then  taken 
against  peculation;  to  relieve  trade  and  commerce  and  carried  by  yeas  95,  nays  92.  The  bill  w  ith  its 
from  oppressive  regulations;  and  to  guard  law  and  ,  amendments  was  then  reported  by  the  committee 
morality  against  violation  and  abuse.  j  which  rose,  and  the  speaker  took  the  chair. 

As,  from" their  great  volume,  it  has  been  necessary  j      And  the  question  recurring  upon  the  amendments 
to  transmit  the   original  papers  to  the  house,  1  have  '  adopted  in    committee,  the  chair   decided    that  any 
to  suggest   the   propriety  of  the   house  taking  order    amendment  was  not  then  in  order  beca-  --  " 
for  liieir   restoration  to'  the  treasury  department  at   mittee  had   changed  the  bill  entirely 


such  time  as  may  comiiort  with  its  pie 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  message  and  documents 
be  printed,  and  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded,  INIr.  Uiuknoood  ob- 
tained the  floor;  and  on  his  motion,  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore six  o'clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

MovDAV,  M.VY  2.     Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass.  oRtred  a 
resolution   that  the  house  of  representatives  would 
Poindexter,  I  on  Thursday  next  adjourn  from  12  o'clock  until  the 
house  of  N.|  following  Monday  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
carpets,  ventilating,  cleansing  and  re-arranging  the 
hall.     The   resolution   adopted    nearly  unanimously. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  £r«d«,  of  Vermont,  (ihe  chair- 
man  of  the    apportionment  committee,)    the   house 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  took  up  the 
apportionment  bill  a.s  the  unfinished  public  business 
of  last  week.  ,    | 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md.  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  commiltpc  very  briefly  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  by  which  the  "stale  legislatures  should 
adopt  the  district  sjsiem.  He  thought  it  was  wise, 
politic  and  constitutional.  He  was  ready  to  vote  for 
It  and  to  add  to  it  a  requisition  requiring  the  elec- 
tions for  members  of  congress  to  take  place  on  the 
same  day  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  This  would 
prevent  what  was  charged  to  be  a  common  offence 
in  the  conducting  of  elections. 

All  the  newspapers  and  gentlemen  of  both  par- 
ties, made  charges  of  fraud  by  double  voting  and 
particiilarlv  by  voting  in  two  stales.  An  amendment 
of  the  kind  proposed  would  prevent  these  frauds. 
He  did  not  wish  it  for  ibe  people  of  bis  own  district, 
for  no  frauds  had  ever  been  committed  there,  and  no 
people  were  more  honest  or  unsophisticated. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pendlctoji  supported  it.  Mr.  Everell  also  sup- 
ported the  district  svstem. 

Mr.  Halslrd,  of  New  York,  repelled  the  insinua- 
tion of  its  being  a  party  movement,  and  said  that 
most  of  those  who  had  opposed  it  in  debate  were  of 
the  majority  in  the  house.  The  general  ticket 
system  had  been  the  practice  of  his  own  state 
for  many  years  past,  and  v/ere  he  governed  by  con- 
siderations merely  personal  or  political,  he  should 
be  opposed  to  tlie  "prop'^sed  reform,  but  he  regarded 
the  interests  of  the  wh.)le  Union,  and  believing  the 
district  system  to  be  the  best  for  the  Union,  he  sup- 
ported it. 

Mr.  ffahtc'il  argued  that  the  district  system  was  the 
only  constitutional  sv'teni,  and  contended  that  the 
cnnstitulion  could  not  lie  carried  out  unlessthc  dis- 
trict system  was  adopK-d.  It  was  a  part  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  house  to  decide  upon  the  qualirication  of 
members  of  congress,  and  such  a  decision  would  he 
impracticable  if  not  impossible,  under  a  dilfeient 
system  than  that  which  elected  members  of  congress 
by  districts. 

Mr.   Ferris,  of  New  York,  continued   the  debate, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment.     The  ehiurmn 
of  the   committee  having   made   his   report  to   tl 
speaker,  Mr.    Canithers,  of  Tennessee,   offered  the 
following  resolution 


the  com- 
If  the  house 
now  concurred  with  the  committee  in  these  amend- 
;nts,  new  amendments  would  be  in  order. 
Mr.  Everell  presented  an  amendment  advancing  the 
ratio  from  51,175,  adopted  in  committee,  to  a  larger 


ratii 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Indiana,  to  insert  70,630  instead  of  51,179,  and  it  was 
rejected  by  noes  123  to  yeas  7G. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Briggs,  adopted  in  commit- 
tee, inserting  50,179  was  then  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  125  yeas  to  75  nays. 

This  will  make  the  house  to  consist  of  .305  mem- 
bers, distributed  among  the  stales  as  follows: 


Maine 

10 

South  Carolina 

9 

Sew  Hampshire 

5 

Georgia 

11 

Massachusetts 

14 

Alabama 

9 

PJiode  Island 

0 

Mississijipi 

o 

Ci.nnecticut 

6 

Louisiana 

5 

Vermont 

5 

Tennessee  . 

15 

New  York 

48 

Kentucky 

14 

New  Jersey 

7 

Ohio 

30 

Pennsylvania 

34 

Indiana 

13 

Delaware 

1 

Illinois 

9 

Marvland 

8 

Missouri 

7 

Virginia 

21 

Arkansas 

1 

North  Carolina    • 

13 

Michigan 

4 

The  amendment  that  the  legislature  of  each  state 
shall  lay  the  state  off  into  its  representative  number 
of  districts  each  entitled  to  one  representative  was 
adopted  by  yeas  101,  nays  99. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  and  passed, 
And  the  house  adjourned. 

WEnNF.sDAY,  Mat  4.  Mr.  Barnard  presented  two 
papers  from  the  war  department,  one  a  report  on  im- 
proving the  delta  of  the  Mississippi  river,  the  other 
on  improving  the  Hudson  river.  They  were  referred 
to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Stewart  offered  to  present  certain  testimony  of 
the  Mormons  in  relation  to  their  controversy  with 
the  state  of  Missouri.     Objection  was  made. 

The  bouse  then  proceeded  to  the  uiiCinislied  busi- 
ness of  Saturday  last.  This  v/as  a  molion  submitted 
by  Mr.  Wise  to  print  the  reports  of  Messrs.  Stuart, 
and  Bradley,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent to  examine  into  the  condiuon  of  the  New  York 
custnm  house. 

Mr.  Undcrioood,  of  Kentucky,  was  entitled  to  the 
floor  and  opposed  the  motion  to  print  the  documents 
upon  the  ground  of  the  great  expense  which  v;ould 
be  incurrcii,  and  for  other  reasons.  Mr.  U.  went  into 
the  wliule  subject  of  the  commission,  the  authority 
for  appointing  it,  and  other  matters  connected  with 
it.  'tlie  letter  of  the  president  appointing  the  com- 
missinners  and  instituling  the  commissien,  wis  also 
read,  having  been  called  for  by  several  of  the  mem- 
bers. .Mr.  1.1.  denied  the  power  of  the  president  to 
institutute  the  conimis'^ion,  contending  that  it  was 
irregular  and  that  the  reports  should  not  be  received, 
sanctioned;  or  touched  in  any  manner  whatever. 

Mr.-;V.,^(  replied,  vindicating  the  president  and 
the  sccreliiry  of  the  treasury  from  the  charges  made 
upon  them.  He  contended  that  the  president  bad  not 
seen  the  report  when  it  was  laid  before  the  eom- 
mittce.     Mr.  P.  also  argued  in  favor  of  the  power  to 

indication 


Resolved,  That  on  Tuesday  next,  at  2  o'clock,  all    appoint  the  commiss 
debate  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the        Mr.  klunhj  addressed  the  committee  in 
Union   on  house  bill  No.  73,  "for  the  apportionment  I  of  the  course   of  the  commillee  on  public  expendi- 
ves  ai'nont' the  several  states   accord- I  tures  in  procuring  the  publication  of  the  documents 


of  representati   

■  _  to  the  sixth  census,"  shall  cease,  and  the  com-  , 
...rttee  proceed  to  vote  on  the  amendmeuls  that  may 
be  then  pending  or  that  shall  be  offered  to  said  bill, 
and  then  .report  the  same  to  the  house,  with  such 
amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee, provided  said  bill  is  not  sooner  reported  to 
the  bouse. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  on  raoUon  of  Mr. 
Roosevelt,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  3.  Mr.  .idams  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  stone  cutters  employed  on  the  public 
buildings. 

The  house  then  proceeded  in  committee  of  the 
whole  (Mr.  Mien  of  Me.  in  the  chair)  to  the  further 
consideration  of  the  apporti  (Uiiunt  bill. 

Mr.  Fenh  concluded  his  speech  in  opposition  to 
the  district  system. 

Mr.  Mherton  also  advocated  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem as  preferable. 


Ii  embodied  the  report  of  Mr.  Poindexl 
Mr.  Staiilii  first  replied  to  the  speech  of  iMr.  Proffit 
and  addressed  himself  afterwards  in  reply  to  Mr. 
irise  who  bad  hitherto  spoken  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  of  the  committee  of  expenditures  as  dogging 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  get  from  him  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Poindexter.  Mr.  Utanty  rel'erred  to  his 
proceedings  in  the  investigating  committee  in  the 
case  of  U.  M.  Whitney,  in  reta;ialion,  and  a  verbal 
altercation  ensued  between  him  and  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  Stunlij  next  proceeded  to  comment  .•severely 
upon  Mr.  Tyler's  letter  to  Mr.  Poindexter  and  alter- 
wards  again  referred  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
in  per-^onal  language  and  concluded  «  iih  an  expres- 
sion of  reuret  at  the  necessity  which  required  him  to 
make  use  of  it. 

iMr.  Ciis/iiiig  continued  the  debate  and  finally  yield- 
ed the  floor  to  a  motion  for  adjournment  and 

The  house  adjourned. 
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C  II K  O  N  I V  I.  B. 


The  Vinceiines  hail  a  iiarroiv  escape  tVnm  ?hip- 
rreclcal  IIih  liar  at  llic  irn.nth  orihehav  ol  S'.  Frnri- 
i^cn.  She  Im(I  Inlt  the  h  irlwr,  aid  -.vliile  on  the  bar 
lip  wind  dfid  awiy,  iuid  It  vviis  iiiTi'fSJirv  lo  anchor 
he  sl-.ip  ill  Siveu  li'ilhrnn?  walil.  The  lide  rlidimcd 
tid  lieavy  riillpra  ?i-t  ill  uliich  brol<e  ajoni;  Fide — 
Tlieir  weight  and  voinine  «!tli  Ihe  nr.i="  were  terrific. 
One  hn.Ue  ini  bosird  flooded  ihe  declcs  and  bv  st^rl- 
iiii;  tile  spare  spars  friim  lli-ir  l.isliini^s  on  ihe  spar 
d.^cli,  occasioi.ni  tlie  death  of  a  marine.  The  next 
niornini;  a  breeze  =pinn;  up,  and  .slie  was  enabled  lo 
Itave  lier  danseroin  silnalion. 

The  .=qiiadroTi  prnceedid  hrnce  lo  Manilln.  SinRa- 
pore,  rape  of  Gnod  H  ipe  and  the  Unile.l  Stales,  lo 
ariive  the  ensnint;  i-iiiiHner. 

Lale  inteliieence  from  the  Oregon  confiriin  previ- 

iiiis  acfoniils  in   resrard  to  missionary  operations  in 

that    qiiarier.     Tlie    irio«l  iniellisrefit"of  the  inis^iO' 

be  convinced  that   from  Ihe  fewness  of  the 


appe; 
India 
h,ibii 

of  l!n 


s,    th< 
.little 


al  Methodist  Mtii 


ilhi 


BiXK  U.  S.  The  ccc!:  of  Xkhrlas  BidiUe,  Sfc.  In 
the  c'lUrt  of  •'cncral  sessions  on  April  29,  Judge  Bar- 
ton delivcreirthe  nplnion  of  the  nnijrt.  Judge  Conrad 
cov'Mirrin"-  ii  the  matter  eliarging  Messrs,  Bidd.e, 
Co-.vperv/ait  and  Andrews,  v.ilh  a  conspiracy  to 
cheat,  &c.,  discharging  Ihem  for  want  of  probable 
cause.  Judge  D.n-an  dissented  from  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  court.  [Pkilad.  Gazette. 

Baxrr-jptct.  The  very  important  and  much 
moo'ed  question  as  to  the  effect  of  attachments  of 
Ihe  property  of  bankrupts  prior  to  the  institution  of 
proceedings  in  bankruptcy,  was  decided  by  Judge 
Story  on  Saturday,  at  Bi.ston,  in  an  opinion  of  great 
Jeni-th.  in  which  he  discussed  the  v.'hole  subject  with 
his  usual  abilitv  and  clearness.  The  result  to  which 
he  '-anie  was,  that  such  allachinrnts  would  not  hold  the 
moperhu  6i»(  would,  in  effect,  be  dhsoh-ed  bn  the  proceeil- 
ijig-s  in  bankruptcy.  This  deciMon  is  considered  ot 
more  importance  by  legal  gentlemen  than  any  which 
is  liltely  to  arise  under  the  bankrupt  low,  and  m 
some  of  the  states  it  will  make  a  vast  ditrerence  in 
the  effects  of  bankrupts.  Jud.;e  Story  remarked 
that,  as  tlie  decision  was  of  great  importance,  ho 
should  furnish  it  to  the  law  reporter  for  publication, 
and  he  hoped  the  counsel  in  the  case  would  do  the 
same  with  their  arguments. 

C»NAr4  TRVDE  — IMPORTANT  FACTS.  Last  v'  ar 
PortStanlev.on  lake  Eiie.  and  h>o  niher  shippin; 
places  a  lew  miles  from  ,t.  eX|.orled  S(i.m;0  hnshi-ls 
of  wheat  2(lim  barrels  of  fl  nir,  and  I-HI"  "I  polk,  and 
impoiled  othO  barrels  of  salt  and  3000  tons  ol  iner- 
chand  ze.  T^ventv  years  ai;n.  there  was  scarcely 
sot)  bushels  expoited  al  these  places. 

p  weie  lran=r"rted  Ihrnngh  Ihe  Wei- 
U.  S.  to  U.  S   porls,  9tf..M2  buMiels 

and  11  2oll  barrels  of  floni— and  IVoin  Uniti-d 

Cmadian  porls  S(>.9(i4  hbls.  11  mr.  22.307  of 

1  37fi  261  b.,-.he!s  of  win  at— al>n  fiom  Cana- 

son  lak"  Erie  and  Niagara  dislrid  lo  Cana- 
^      Is  nn  l.iki-  Ontario  120,8113   harreh  of  flour 
514  bbis.  of  pork,  and  260.935  bushels  ol  wheat. 

The  amount  of  American  sail  inipoi-ted  by  Canada    ajrrieultural  periodical  al  Washi 
durinir  the   past  season,  ii  eslimated    by  ^ 
(he   Toronto    Patriot,  at    13,000    barrels 
Et'enins;  Post. 


decreasing    numbers  and    migratory 
o!  can  b"  elf  cleil  among  them.    Some 


Al  Ihe  pi 
on  Ihe  Williamelte.thei 


id    the 


Tjist  VI' 


rii'S  have  bi'cnme  farmeri.  have  built  good  houses, 
and  are  rapidly  arciiinnlalinir  p  operly.  As  settlers 
we  wi4l  llieni  every  succe*".  but  advise  Ihein  todiop 
the  inis^ionarv  in  tliKir  rommnniraiions  homeward. 

The  John  Howland.capt.  Whitfield,  wliich  arrived 
here  on  Salnidav  last,  bronjit  five  natives  off  one  of 
Ihe  small  inlands  in  Ihe  iirinily  of  Japan.  They 
"  ere  taken  from  a  small  uninhabited  ii^land  near  the 
IConin  gioiip,  were  lliey  hail  been  for  some  timi-, 
having  b'l-n  blown  Ih.  re  bv  a  gale,  while  fishing  in 
a  small  boat,— S«2  m  Gnzrlte  Jpril  22. 

Missionaries.  Rev.  Geo.  B.  Rowell  and  lady, 
Dr.  Jas.  \V.  Smith  and  lady, and  Mrs.  Lydia  H.  Nye, 
sailed  from  Boston  on  May  2,  in  the  Sarah  Abigail, 
for  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


anpo 


National    Agriculturai,  Society.      This  body 
convened  at  Washington  on  May  5th,  reelected  James 
M.  Garnett,  president,  and  J.  F.  Callanseoretarv,  fai 
the-ens«ing  year.     Mr.    Garnett  delivered   an  inte- 
resting  address    which   is  requested  for  publication. 
Mr.   Ellsworlh  reported   favorably  on   publishing  an 
A  favorable 
"'!"'■    Ill    report   was  adopted    on  appointing   a    committee  of 
Rochester  ■  f,^^  fp^^  gg^],  ^tate  and  territory,  to    meet  in  Phila- 
1  delphia  on  July  6th  next,  to  confer  on  the  expedien 
y  of  holding  an  agricultural  and  mechanical  fair  at 


CoNNECTiccT  LEGisi.ATrRE  assembled  on  Wednes-  no      „„..» 

day  at  New  Haven.     The  house  was  called  to  order  .  Washington  m  Dec.  neit. 
by  Samuel  A.  Peters,  of  Colchester,  the  oldest  mem-  |      Jif^y^^^,     Commander   WiUia 
ber   present,  and    proceed' 


the    election  of  a  :  ,,,35   ,-ece'nlly  tried    before 


K.  Latimer,  who 
the    naval  general  court 


L.  K.  Wightman  having  received  119  or.t   ^.^rtial   sitti'ng   at   Baltimore,  and   found    guilty 


of  175  votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected 


H 


part,  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  was  sen- 


chief  competitor  was  C.  J.  McCurdy,  who  received    ^^.^ced  to  be  publicly  reprimanded  by  the  secretary 


51  votes.     John  C.  Palmer,  and  Nathan  G.  Wilcox- 
son,  were  chosen  clerks 


of  the  navy,  aiid    lobe    suspended  from  his  rank  and 
comn^and  for   one  year,  from  the  expiration  of  his 


The  senate  was   organized  by  the  appointment  of  present  term  of  suspension 
W.  E.  •  Burrall,  of  Canaan,  president  jiro  lein.  and  E.  1      -pi^g  sentence  of  the  court  has  been  approved;  and 
S.  Abernethy  clerk.  !  in  carrying  it  into  execution,    the  department  takes 

A  resolulion  was  then  offered,  that  there beingno  occasion  to  observe,  that  the  censure  of  his  asso- 
election  of  "-overnor,  lieut.  governor  and  other  state  cialcs  in  the  service,  for  conduct  which  they  believe 
o.Ticers  by  tfie  people,  the  house  should,  the  senate  to  have  discredited  it,  should  be  felt  by  an  officer,  as 
•concurrin"-  proceed  to  elect  those  officers  on  the  a  punishment  of  the  severest  kind.  In  this  case,  if 
5th   which'was  passed.  [-V-  i'-  -imer.       the  opinion  of  the   court   needs   confirmation,  it  de- 

'  'rives  it  from  the  full  approbation  of  the  department. 

A.  F.  Upshur. 
^avy  department,  ^pnl  27,  1S42. 
Nestorian  EisHop.     Mar  Yohanna  from  Urumiah, 


Colonization.  A  great  Colonization  meeting 
coinnicnccd  proceedings  at  Washington  on  May  4th. 
The  claims  of  the  cause  have  elicited  the  eloquence 
of  several  distinguished  gentlemen,  and  they  adjourn- 
ed to  meet  again  on  the  next  evening.  The  subjects  Persia,  visited  the  tomb  of  Washington  on  the  21st 
presented  siiffnient  imporlai'ce  to  induce  them  to  pro-  nit.  He  has  been  accompanied  by  the  rev.  Justin 
crastinate  proceedings  to  the  third  evening.  ■  Perkins  to  various  cities  of  the  union  and  as  farsouth 

„       „  ,     T,       ,        as  Richmond. 

DISGK.VCEFUL  outrage.     Don  Femando  Rovel,  3  ,  ^,      .^.,       ^    . 

Spaniard   an  inoflensive  man,  was  beset  by  a  gang  of  i      Prices   at  home   and   abroad.     The  New  York 
fellow  passengers  in   the  interior  of  Georgia,   and    Express  gives  the   foHowing   comparative  view  of 
narrowly  escaped  being  lynched,  from  the  fact  of  his   prices   in  Liverpool  and  Cinrinnali   on   the  1st  of 
being  unobie  to  speak  the  English  language,  and  with    April 
Ills  complexion  giving  rise  to  the  suspicion  of  Ins  be- 


a   Mexican.      He  bos  made  complaint   to   the 
Spanish  consul  at  New  Orleans. 

DeiiTIisinKew  York.  The  city  inspector  re- 
ports 138  interments  last  week— 30  men,  35  women, 
39  boys,  34  girls — under  2  years  of  age  51.  Con- 
sumption carried  off  i'i),  small  pox  7. 

J.  R.  GiDDiNus,  re-elected  on  2Gth  ult.  represen- 
lat.ve  in  congr  -ss  from  Ohio,  to  fill  the  vacancy  from 
Ills  own  resignntiin  took  his  seat  in  the  house  on  May 
5th.  His  majority  over  his  opponent  was  about 
3,500. 

Interkstino  FROM  Oaiiu.     We  are  ind.  hied  lo 
,-i  t:   r  111  Ihe  slni    Win    Gia\'.  ai 
port.  Ml  III     laiesi    pa|iei<  l!i  liolnln.      Tl- 


Flnur  per  bhl. 
Wheat,  per  to  lbs. 
Indian  corn  do. 
Oats,  per  45  lbs. 
Pork,  mess,  per  bbl. 
Beef,    do.        do. 
Bacon,  per  112  lbs. 
Hams,  do. 

Lard,  do. 


r.irnviiioi. 

Ciiirinno 

S4  40 

$4  25 

1  85 

75 

1  26 

•    25 

72 

25 

18  00 

6  50 

14  50 

8  00 

10  8U 

3  08 

12  96 

4  48 

12  36 

5  04 

nlt. 


P-lyii( 
item? 


■idll,  ul  . 


27,  has  the  lulinwii.g  Mite 


John  Bull  levies  the  following  duties  on  the  above 
articles  from  the  United  States  (which  are  to  he 
somewhat  reduced  by  sir  Robert  Peel's  proposed 
tariff,)  viz: 

t  n  Hour,  1st  April,  §3  85;  wheat  per  bushel,  80 
,u    cm  s    III"  an  r  rn  00;  oats,  55;  pork    and    beef  per 
g    bhl.  ^5  7li  bacon  and  hams,  per  owl.  {,6  71;  lard  per 
cwt.  %\  92. 


If  John  would  only  allow  us  a  little  "free  trade," 
how  we  would  feed  them! 

An  officer  dead.     Capt.  James  Pi.  Butler,  Unit-  "| 
ed   States  army,  died  at   the  arsenal,  Pittsburg,   oa 
29th  ult. 

Prince  Frederick,  son  of  the  archduke  Charles, 
of  Austria,  is  to  visit  the  United  States  next  August, 
in  the  frigate  Venus.  [PhU.   Sentinel. 

Removals  from  office.  The  U.  S.  Gazette  of 
Wednesday  says: 

"With  regard  to  the  port  of  removals  at  the  cus- 
tom house  in  Philadelphia,  to  which  so  much  refe- 
rence has  been  made,  we  learn  that  the  president  of 
the  United  States  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  directing  him  to  order  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  "of  Philadelphia  to  remove  from 
office  a  great  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  customs,  and  designating  their  succes- 
sors. The  secretary,  without  giving  the  order,  sent 
the  letter  of  the  president  to  the  collector,  for  him 
to  take  order  thereon.  Nothing,  we  believe,  has  been 
done  in  the  premises  as  yet;  and  it  is  stated  that  Mr. 
Pioberts,  the  collector,  sets  out  for  Washington  this 
morning." 

Rhode  Island.  We  are  indebted  to  the  officers 
of  the  stembo-at  Cleopatra  for  slips  from  the  office  of 
the  Newport  Rhode  Islander, dated  Wednesday  even, 
ing,  4th  May,  8  P.  M.  from  which  we  learn  that  the 
constilulioiial  government  was  duly  orgMiized  at 
Ne-.vport,  with  "the  usual  forms  and  ceremonies.  R. 
K.  F,.andoIph  was  elected  speaker.  After  the  organ- 
ization was  completed,  both  houses  separated;  and  a 
resolution  was  offered  in  the  house,  making  a  requi- 
sition upon  the  president  for  his  interference  by  pro- 
clamation, and  otherwise,  if  necesumj.  This  was  pas- 
sed in  the  house,  by  a  vote  of  56  to  6,  sent  to  the  se- 
nate and  there  unanimously  agreed  to;  after  which 
they  adjourned  till  this  morning. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Randolph  (the  speaker) 
passed  through  this  city  to-day,  on  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Providence  Express  publishes,  by  authority, 
the  acts  of  the  pretended  legislature.  Among  them 
are,  one  repealing  the  so  called  Algerine  law,  anoth- 
er rcquiri.ig  the  governor  to  notify  the  president  and 
congress,  and  the  governors  of  other  states,  of  the 
organization  of  the  new  government; 

Mr.  Daniel  Brown,  one  of  the  free  suffrage  repre- 
sentatives from  Newport,  was  arrested  yeslenlay  in 
Newport  for  treason,  and  held  to  bail  in  jilU,U00. 
All  was  quiet  and  peaceable. 

[A'cjc  York  .American,  May  5. 

The  turf.  A  great  match  race  is  to  come  off  on 
the  Long  Island  course  on  the  lOlh  insl.  between 
Boston  and  Fashion,  for  $00,000  a  side;  $200,000  are 
said  lo  be  already  staked  by  the  friends  of  either, — 
south  and  north. 

Virginia  elections.  Sufficient  returns  have  been 
received  to  show  that  the  Van  Buren  parly  have 
gained  an  entire  majority  over  the  whigs  in  the  late 
elections  lor  the  legislature  of  the  state.  All  the  re- 
turns not  yet  received. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  met  the  Nashville  deptUation  at 
SmithviUe,  Ivy.  on  the  25th  ult.  and  proceeded  im- 
mediately to  the  Hermitage. 

The  Weslevan  Methodists.  The  tolal  le- 
ce  Ills  of  ilie  Wrslev  ail  Mi-ihodist  Missionary  Socieiy 
101-  lc;41,  were  £)'oi.6Si  2s.  4d.;  ihe  tolal  expemli. 
lure  iilW  754  7-i.  9il.,  leaving  a  balance  ol  i;2.y3:) 
I4-.  7d.  The  sen  lely  occuines  about  260  |iiiiicip,il 
suilions;  ils  iniss  oii.iries  are  aboiil  370;  its  caUclnsls 
and  salaried  schotfliuasteis,  Ssc,  aie  aboul  330;  the 
exliorteis,  leaders,  and  ti-acliers  not  salaiieU,  aie 
S.tim)  Seven  priiiling  est.iblishments  are  supported 
al  the  foreign  s'lalions:  Tiie  membi-is  of  Ihe  society 
or  coininiinieanls.  iimler  Ihe  spiriliial  care  ol  Ihe  mis- 
•iioiiaiies,  are  34.234  The  total  nniiiber  atlei,i!in» 
ilie  ministry  may  he  reckoned  at  imiie  than  200,000. 
In  the  schools  there  are  neaily  57.000  adults  ami 
ehililren.  Upwaids  of  Iweiiiy  different  languages 
are  u-ed  by  Uie  missionaries,  and  iiitoseveial  ol  Ihi-in 
Ihe  tiansla'iion  of  the  Scriplnres,  and  of  olher  iiselul 
and  in.siiiictive  books,  is  in  progress.  The  miinbcr 
ol  inembiis  ill  Gi-  at  Biitaiii  is  slated  lo  be  32S,792; 
111  Iieliind.  27  2iiS;  in  Ihe  iiiis«ions  SI  234;  in  the 
Uniied  St.iies  in  1S40.  S44  816;  in  Canada,  17,017— 
.iiaking  a  grand  tolal  ol  1,302,127. 

The  season  at  Quebec  The  Quebec  Gazette  of 
Monday,  April  25th,  in  speaking  of  the  weathcrsays: 
"the  fields  arc  more  than  half  free  from  snow,  and 
the  ice  is  fast  disappearing  from  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  Montreal  mails  now  come  in  on  wheels."  Up 
to  Sunday  week,  itappeai-s  that  the  mails  were  car- 
ried in  sleighs. 
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j  over  that,  35  cents.  Plain  flint  glass  weighing  under 
eight  oz.  12,  othars  10  cents  per  lb. 

Leather,  tanned  sole  or  bend  6  cents,  calfskins  §3  50 
per  doz.  sheepskins  J2;  goat  $2  50;  kid  $1  50  per 
dozen. 

Men's  boots  §1  25  per  pair;  shoes  40  cesils;  wo- 
men's boots,  &c.  50;  pumps,  &c.  40;  slippers  25;  chil- 
dren's 15  cents. 


UNITED  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN.— 

Yesterday's  National  Intelligencer  contains  a  letter 
addressed  bj  Mr.  Webster,  secretary  of  state,  to  the 
governors  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  dated  the 
11th  April,  1842,  in  relation  to  the  pending  negotia- 
tions in  reference  to  the  north  eastern  boundary  line, 
which  negotiation  is  in  such  a  posture  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  president,  to  authorise  his  application  to 
the  executives  of  the  two  states  most  immediately  in- 
terested in  that  boundary,  to  convene  the  respective 
legislatures  with  a  view  to  their  authorising  a  coii- 
ventional  line  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  two 
countries.  The  letter  intimates  that  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton  is  charged  with/u!(  poicers  to  negotiate  and  sellle 
the  different  matters  in  discussion  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  governor  of 
Maine  has  issued  his  proclamation  convening  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state  on  the  18th  inst. 

The  governor  of  Massachusetts  deems  an  extra 
session  unnecessary,  as  the  legislature  had  in  antici- 
pation, authorised  what  might  be  necessary  in  the 
premises. 

The  secretary  of  state  left  Washington  on  the  12th 
inst.  for  the  north,  where  he  has  been  for  some  days 
expected. 

REPORT  ON  THE  TARIFF.  The  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  tariff',  reached  us 
after  most  of  our  matter  for  this  number  was  in  type 
and  has  excluded  several  articles  in  order  to  give  it 
room. 

TARIFF  BILL.  The  project  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  proposes  to 
levy  upon  unmanufactured  woof,  which  costs  at  the 
foreign  port  over  eight  cents,  a  duty  of  30  per  cent. 
ad  valorem;  on  wool  which  costs  Scents  or  under,  3 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  On  manufactured  wool,  ex- 
cept carpeting,  blankets,  worsted  stuff  goods,  hosie- 
ry, mits,  gloves,  caps  and  bindings,  40  per  cent,  ad 
.valorem. 

On  unmanufactured  cotton,  3  cent<per  pound.  On 
manufactured  cotton,  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  ex- 
cept cotton  twist  and  thread — provided  that  undyed 
cottons  of  value  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  shall  be  estimated  at  25  cents  per  square 
yard,  and  dyed  or  colored  cottons  at  30  cents  per 
square  yard,  except  velvets,  cords,  fustians,  &c.  of  not 
over  50  cents  value,  which  shall  be  estimated  at  50 
cents  per  square  yard. 

OnAeiii/)  unmanufaotured,  $40  per  ton.  India  hemps 
§35,  Sisal  Grass  $25. 

Iron,  unmanufactured,  $18  per  ton;  bar  or  bolls 
J30;  pigs  $10;  castings  one  cent,  vessels  of  cast- 
ings 1 ',. 

Glass  vessels  of  cut  flint  or  German  glass  one  or 
more  prices  weighing  less  than  eight  ounces,  45  cents 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Caledonia  steamer  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
morning  of  May  5th  in  fifteen  and  a  half  days  from 
Liverpool,  which  she  left  on  the  evening  of  19th 
April. 

The  financial  measures  of  the  administration  have 
been  followed  up  in  parliament.  A  variety  of  alte- 
rations of  some  importance  have  been  made  in  sir 
Robert  Peel's  amended  tariff  duties. 

The  corn  law  bill,  as  it  has  been  already  described, 
had  its  final  passage  in  the  house  of  commons,  j^ril 
7,  and  was  sent  to  tho  house  of  lords.  The  di*iis- 
sion  on  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  vras  ayes 
229,  noes  90 — majority  139.  A  previous  motion  for 
postponement  had  been  lost  by  a  majority  150. 

A  debate  on  the  income  tax  was  begun  in  the 
house  of  commons  on  the  8lh,  on  resolutions  oTcred 
by  lord  John  Russell,  the  purport  of  which  was  that 
the  estimated  deficiency  of  income  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure might  be  raised  by  a  judicious  arrange- 
ment of  the  duties  on  corn,  sugar,  timber,  and  coffee, 
and  a  reduction  of  various  prohibitory  duties,  and 
that  the  house  deemed  it  not  necessary,  and  there- 
fore not  advisable  to  renew  a  tax  on  income,  "inqui- 
sitional, unequal,  and  hitherto  considered  a  war  re- 
serve." The  debate  was  continued  in  several  suc- 
cessive sessions,  and  on  the  13th  it  was  closed  by  a 
vote  of  308  for  bringing  up  the  report,  and  202  "for 
Jnnl  John  Russell's  resolutions — ministerial  maioritv 
106. 

On  April  18th  the  income  tax  bill  was  called  up 
in  the  house  of  commons  by  sir  Robert  Peel,  and  op- 
posed in  a  speech  by  lord  John  Russell,  who  moved 
the  postponement  of  the  bill.  Sir  Robert  replied, 
and  the  debate  was  continued  by  other  members. 
On  a  division  the  vote  for  lord  John  Russell's  motion 
was  188,  against  it  285;  majority  97.  The  hill  was 
then  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing on  the  22d. 

The  Scotch  and  Irish  banks  show  evident  marks 
of  the  torpid  condition  of  trade  in  the  provinces,  and 
the  whole  circulation  of  the  united  kingdom  is  at  the 
very  unprecedented  low  aggregate  in  the  total  of 
■f33,014,677.  This  amount  of  paper  money  current 
is  totally  incompalible  with  the  healthy  condition  of 
this  great  manufacturing  and  commercial  population; 
and  unless  things  take  a  speedy  start,  the  consequen- 
ces upon  society  cannot  fail  to  be  injurious.  The  ad- 
vices from  Manchester  and  Liverpool  lead  to  an  im- 
pression that  the  accounts  of  trade  are  likely  lo  as- 
sume a  more  favorable  character. 

The  troubles  in  Ireland,  arising  principally  from 
the  scarcity  of  provisions,  the  want  of  employment 
and  disaffection  with  the  government,  were  every 
day  assuming  a  more  alarming  aspect.  Murders, 
robberies,  and  other  outrages  upon  the  laws,  were  of 
frequent  occurrence — all  showing  a  laxity  of  moral 
restraint,  and  a  desperate  determination  not  to  obey 
the  behests  of  tory  rule.  The  complaint  was,  that 
the  government,  amidst  all  its  proposed  measures  did 
not  contemplate  doing  anything  for  Ireland,  or  to 
lighten  the  burdens  which  weighed  down  its  energies. 
FRANCE. 

Paris  dates  are  to  16th  April.  The  public  mind  is 
engrossed  with  the  approaching  elections  and  rela- 
tions with  England.  The  radicals  (or  republicans) 
and  legitimists  hope  to  secure  a  majority  against  the 
present  ministry,  who  with  fifty  thousand  places  and 
a  budget  of  two  hundred  millions  at  their  disposal 
are  no  less  determined  to  maintain  power.  The 
elections  take  place  in  July,  and  the  number  of  votes 
throughout  France  is  only  about  two  hundred  thou- 
sand; and  on  their  result  depends  the  fate  of  the 
Guizot  ministry.  The  correspondent  of  the  Intelli- 
gencer writes  as  follows. 

The  debates  in  the  chamber  of  deputies  last  week 
terminated  in  coDceding  to  the  cabiuet  all  the  supple- 


mentary appropriations  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  subject,  and  amounting  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars, already  expended  or  pledged  in  the  recess  of 
the  legislature,  and  styled  provisional  a-edits  by  royal 
ordinance. 

A  chief  engineer  for  the  fortifications  submitted 
details  of  progress,  plan  of  execution,  and  expendi- 
ture hitherto.  He  insisted  that  the  detached  forta 
and  the  continuous  wall  went  forward  alike  in  the 
greatest  degree  possible;  that  the  whole  would  be 
completed  within  the  five  years,  and  the  cost — one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  francs — allowed  by  the 
law.  This  admits  of  doubt  as  to  the  pecuniary  esti- 
mates. 

On  the  question  of  tlie  fiscal  census  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Spanish  regency,  the  cabinet  was  rather 
"let  off"  or  respited  than  acquitted  and  sustained  by 
the  conservative  majority.  Touching  Spain,  the  at- 
tack was  more  vigorous  and  direct  than  on  the  for- 
mer occasion.  M.  Guizot  adhered  to  his  point  of 
etiquette:  an  ambassador  at  Madrid  was  out  of  the 
question,  but  the  diplomatic  relations  continued  as 
before  by  charge  d'affairs.  Ill  will  to  the  regency 
betrayed  itself  again  in  several  parts  of  his  speech. 
He  complained  of  the  toast  drank  at  Valencia — 
Death  to  the  king  of  the  French.  A  member  reminded 
him  that,  in  the  chamber  of  peers,  only  a  few  days 
before,  Espartero  was  called  an  assassin  and  usur- 
per, and  consigned  to  perdition,  without  reproof 
from  the  ministerial  bench.  If  the  toast  was  "evi- 
dence of  anarrliy"  in  Spain,  what  did  the  lan- 
guage held  in  that  chamber  betoken  of  France?  Odi- 
lon  Barrott  produced  a  strong  sensation  by  a  highly 
rhetorical  exposition  of  the  case.  Let  me  give  you  a 
sample: 

"Odilon  Barrot.  Men  pushed  their  audacity  so 
far  as  to  attack  the  queen  in  her  very  palace  at  Madrid, 
and  these  men  were  received  and  protected  in  the 
French  territory. 

"The  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  They  were 
received  as  refugees. 

"M.  Odilon  Barrot.  As  refugees!  What!  was  it 
as  such  that  a  Spanish  general  was  welcomed  here? 
(Cries  of  'name,  name).'  General  O'Donnell.  Not 
only  was  he  received,  but  even  honored.  The  heads 
of  the  departments,  after,  without  doubt,  having  con- 
sulted the  government,  and  receiving  its  special  au- 
thorization, had  lavished  the  strongest  marks  of  in- 
terest on  this  man.  The  government  acted  fardiffe- 
rently  when  the  Polish  refugees  were  going  to  bear 
assistance  to  the  patriots  of  Italy.  The  word  to 
them  was,  'you  are  not  Frenchmen;  you  are  refu- 
gees— retire,  quit  the  soil  of  France.'  (Approbation 
on  the  left).  The  fact  alluded  to  that  night  was  a 
proof  of  the  unfavorable  sentinients  which  were  felt 
by  the  government  towards  Spain.  The  epithet  ap- 
plied in  the  chamber  of  peers,  to  the  regent,  certain- 
ly deserved  being  repudiated. 

"The  minister  of  foreign  affairs.     It  vvas  so. 

"M.  Odilon  Barrot.  The  Jt/oni(e«r  did  not  say 
so.     Go  and  consult  it.     (Noise.) 

"The  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  The  hono- 
rable deputy  will  permit  me  to  send  him  to  consult 
it  himself  (Agitation).  1  say  that,  when  the  in- 
sulting expression  was  used,  I  stood  up  and  disavow- 
ed it.  The  president,  in  his  turn,  addressed  the  gen- 
tleman using  it,  and  made  somepertinent  remarks  on 
the  occasion." 

Barrot  adverted  to  the  quintuple  treaty  of  search 
in  these  terms:  "You  keep  the  protocol  open  for 
ratification,  but  you  know  that  ratification  is  im- 
possible. The  British  government  would  be  de- 
ceived if  it  thought  otherwise.  You  talk  of  your 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  regency  of  Spain; 
because  after  the  decision  of  the  cortes,  it  is  obvious- 
ly impossible  for  the  regency  to  yield  to  your  punc- 
tilio." 

On  the  war  in  Algeria,  no  prior  discussion  had  so 
frank,  instructive,  and  effective  a  character.  The 
two  deputies,  Messrs.  De  Beaumont  and  De  Corcel- 
les,  who  visited  the  Algerine  provinces  last  summer, 
spoke,  at  length,  as  witnesses  and  anxious  obser- 
vers. They  both  concluded  that  the  French  enter- 
prise should  be  strenuously  prosecuted,  but  their 
statements  import  that  colonization  is  nearly  hope- 
less, and  conquest  always  temporary  and  precarious. 
It  appears,  from  theirtestimony,  that  the  inhabitants, 
of  every  description,  have  been,  from  the  outset, 
every  where  subject  to  arbitrary  and  military  rule — 
DO  civil  or  legal  admioistration,  or  aoy  kind  of  pro- 
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iTtion  for  pfr^nr  or  priperly.  The  chamber  was 
riLTii'lv  i.,!"n!ii:"iK  for  unobalPii  war  on  the  refrarto- 
ry  tiibcs  and  llitir  Emir,  and  particular  for  tlio  iin- 
mediate  execution  of  such  works  at  Algiers  as  would 
render  the  harbor  perfectly  secure  for  twenty-five 
ships  of  the  line  and  three  hundred  merchant  ves- 
felsat  one  time.  M.  Tliiers  urged  that  conquest  arid 
colonization  were  not  to  be  depended  on,  unless  a 
capacious,  indestructible  military  and  commercial 
port  should  be  constructed— a  port  corresponding  to 
Toulon,  and  all  important  for  French  power  gene 
rally  in  the  Mediterranean.  Accordin!!;ly,  we  learn 
this  day  that  the  ministry  have  adopted  a  plan  to  that 
end,  by  the  prompt  extension  of  the  mole,  of  which 
the  cost  is  estimated  at  from  five  to  seven  millions 
of  francs.  A  Legitimist  deputy,  Goury,  a  very  able 
engineer,  who  was  employed  at  Algiers  by  Charles 
X,  endeavored  to  prove,  professionally,  that  twelve 
millions  would  scarcely  suffice  fur  the  projected 
mole  work,  and  the  harbor,  when  so  made,  for  half 
the  number  of  large  ships  of  war.  The  gibes  of  the 
London  press  at  the  French  notion  of  refuge  foi- fleets 
and  security  for  armies  among  the  Arabs,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  pique  and  exas- 
perate the  Paris  politicians  of  every  division.  At  the 
end  of  the  debate,  the  banker  Fould  called  the  at- 
tention  of  the  government  to  the  fact  that  foreign 
snuff  bad  lately  been  consumed  to  a  great  extent  ■" 
France.  He  thought  that,  in  order  to  check  this  Cu.. 
•uniption,  it  should  be  forbidden  to  import  the  arti- 
cle unless  ill  French  vessels.  It  is  on  the  tapis  how 
the  carnage  of  the  American  imported  can  be  secur- 
ed for  French  shipping. 

The  proceedings  of  the  chamber  of  peers,  on  the 
11th  inst.  concerned  Americans  more  than  those  of 
the  deputies  the  week  before.  The  Quintuple  trea- 
ty of  search — that  is,  a  call  on  the  cabinet  for  ex- 
planations of  particular  cases  of  capture  under  the 
old  conventions— had  been  made  the  order  of  the 
day.  I  have  been  informed  by  two  of  the  peers  that 
theaspect  and  bearing  of  the  chamber  throughout 
the  discussion  indicated  a  more  general  and  severe 
hostility  to  the  British  claims  and  French  conces- 
sions than  the  deputies  had  manifested.  When 
Baron  Dupin,who  inveighed  unsparingly  against  the 
treaty,  and  scouted  the  pretence  of  philanthropy  on 
the  side  of  the  four  powers,  expressed  a  fear  that 
his  voice  might  not  carry  authority  and  force  enough 
to  impress  his  noble  colleagues  with  his  own  deep 
convictions,  the  cry,  "yes,  yes— go  on,"  arose  from 
nearly  all  the  seals  except  those  of  the  ministers. 
The  Marquis  de  Boissy,  one  of  the  ricliest  men  in 
France,  firmly  loyal  to  the  Orleans  dynasty,  and  a 
staunch  supporter  on  most  occasions  of  the  Soult- 
Guizot  cabinet,  summoned  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  in  a  prepared  and  weighty  harangue.  You 
may  conjecture  its  «pirit  and  tone  throughout  by  this 
extract  from  his  exordium: 

"It  will  not  turn  the  discussion  on  the  treaty  of 
December,  1841,  for  the  right  of  search.  Such  a 
treaty  ought  not  to  be  the  accessary  of  the  battle, 
but  the  battle  itself;  and  it  is  easy  to  prove,  by  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  drawn  up,  that  the  ministry  has 
shown  itself  in  this  matter  weak  and  negligent,  both 
as  respects  our  commerce  and  our  national  honor. 
Luckily,  as  yet,  the  treaty  has  not  been  ratified,  and 
cannot"be  considered  as  law,  until  the  ratification  by 
the  government  has  taken  place,  which  constitutes 
tlie  definitive  consent.  Bui  this  consent  must  be 
piven  witiiin  the  delay  specified  in  the  original 
draught  of  the  agreement,  for  otherwise  the  treaty 
is  an  absolute  nullity."  „   ,      ,.      , 

He  followed  out  the  cases  of  the  Marabout  and 
Sencgambia,  ending  thus:  "I  wish  to  know  from  the 
minister  whether,  with  the  facts  before  him  which  I 
have  adduced,  he  intends  using  the  faculty  he  pos- 
sesses to  refuse  to  English  cruisers  the  warrants  by 
virtue  of  which  they  exercise  search.  This  is  not  a 
question  of  mere  ministerial  interest,  but  one  of  na- 
tional honor."  M.  Guizot  was  hard  pressed;  he  en- 
deavored to  soften  the  cases;  pleaded  for  British  ju- 
risdiction as  to  the  second,  and  treated  the  main 
question  in  the  following  terms: 

"I  will  not  leave  the  tribune  without  adding  a  few 
words  relative  to  the  general  question,  namely,  the 
treaty  for  the  right  of  search.  1  am  desirous  that 
the  chamber  should  clearly  understand  the  position 
in  which  we  stand  on  this  subject.  You  know  that 
when  the  moment  arrived  for  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  the  20lh  Ucccmber,  it  was  not  ratified  by 
the  government,  and  that  we  proposed  modifications, 
Bome  of  which  were  importaiil,  declaring,  at  the 
same  time,  that  we  would  enter  into  no  engagement, 
direct  or  indirect,  to  ratify  the  treaty  purely  and 
simply  at  any  period  whatever.  This  stale  of  things 
was  fully  comprehended,  and  accepted  by  the  other 
parlies  to  the  treaty,  and  the  protocol  was  left  open 
indcfiuitily  for  France,  suliject  to  the  three  condi- 
tions which  1  have  just  mentioned.  From  that  mo- 
mVDt  the  jov«riiiiieut  hat  received  no  note,  no  de- 


mand, no  application  nrginT  It  to  come  to  adopt  a  dif-  i 
fcrent  eoiuse  from  that  which  it  had  presf-ribcd  !o 
ilself.  1  he  chamber  %vill  know  what  In  think  of  ll;c 
pretended  urgent  and  menacing  applications  which 
the  government  is  said  to  have  received,  and  of  the 
weakness  of  which  it  is  supposed  it  intends  to  be 
guilty.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  on  this  subject. 
The  affair  is  still  in  suspense.  I  cannot,  I  will  not, 
allow  myself  to  be  led  into  further  explanations,  for 
if  1  were  to  say  more,  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  duty.  I  entreat  the  chamber  to  consider  the  in- 
convenience which  would  arise  from  a  perpetual  re- 
currence to  this  subject:  what  would  be  the  use  of 
it.'  The  only  use  would  be  to  furnish  a  means  of  at- 
tacking, and  most  assuredly  embarrassing  the  cabi- 
net, and  the  chamber  will  not  be  surprised  if  I  should 
object  to  lend  my  assistance  to  such  a  line  of  policy 
on  the  part  of  our  opponents.  There  would  besides 
be  another  inconvenience — the  exciting  and  promo- 
tion of  feelings  of  animosity  between  two  great  na- 
tions. I  do  not  think  this  would  be  very  wise,  or 
according  to  the  feelings  which  should  actuate  good 
citizens.  1  have  had  the  honor  of  observing,  when 
speaking  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  cabinet,  that  it 
would  be  pei'fectly  independent  as  regards  the  whole 
world,  and  free  from  all  special  and  exclusive  alli- 
ances; hut,  whilst  we  discarded  the  notion  of  any 
such  alliance,  we  stated  that  we  intended  to  keep  up 
friendly  relations,  and  to  live  in  harmony  with  all  the 
powers  of  Europe.  Nov/,  in  order  to  carry  out  such 
a  policy,  we  must  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  led  as- 
tray by  public  credulity.  Bet^veen  two  great  govern- 
ments alt  acts,  all  declarations  should  be  marked 
with  propriety;  they  must  be  exempt  from  every 
thing  like  insult.  Insult  may  become  another  sort 
of  policy,  but  that  policy  is  not  ours.  We  are  seri- 
ous in  our  ideas  of  the  good  understanding  which  it 
is  our  intention  to  maintain  with  Great  Britain.  We 
have  a  profound  esteem  for  its  government,  and  we 
will  not  permit  our  relations  with  it  to  be  disturbed 
by  the  contagion  of  animosities  and  public  credulity 
I  do  not  say  this  with  reference  alone  to  our  foreign 
relations;  I  speak  also  in  the  interest  of  a  great  ques- 
tion, of  a  splendid  cause,  now  under  discussion — the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  France  had  the  honor 
of  first  commencing  this  great  work,  and  of  impart- 
ing the  impetus  to  it,  before  a  religious  party  in  Eng- 
land look  it  in  hand.  It  is  not  for  us  to  abandon  so 
noble  an  undertaking.  I  have  sometimes  shown  that 
I  am  not  a  man  to  hesitate  at  repudiating  the  errors 
of  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  but  no  considera- 
tion should  induce  me  to  renounce  the  hope  of  com- 
pleting the  great  undertakings  which  they  commenc- 
ed. The  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was  one  of 
them,  and  we  are  bound  to  continue  it:  we  must  not 
allow  ideas  and  feelings  which  are  opposed  to  it  to 
take  root.  As  regards.the  treaty  of  the  20th  De- 
cember, I  will  remain  within  just  limits.  The  cham- 
ber maybe  assured  that  we  shall  show  no  weakness 
or  complaisance,  but  neither  will  we  abandon  the 
great  work  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers." 

Two  of  the  ablest  jurists  of  the  chamber,  Persil 
and  Laplagne-Barris  disputed  and  refuted  M.  Gui- 
zot's  doctrine  on  the  points  connected  with  the  law 
of  nations.  They  denied  to  Great  Britain  and  every 
state  all  right  of  search  or  visit  on  the  open  seas- 
all  assumption  of  police  on  any  plea  whatever — un- 
less by  virtue  of  treaty,  or  in  the  case  of  pirates  in 
the  old  sense.  A  pirate,  they  observed,  belongs  to 
no  country;  a  slave  trader,  although  guilty,  is  French 
or  American,  equally  with  any  other  vessel.  The 
Duke  de  Broglie,  president  of  the  anti-slavery  socie- 
ty, strove  to  vindicate  the  convention  of  1831  and 
183.S,  in  the  negotiation  of  which  he  had  a  principal 
share;  but  he  disclaimed  any  defence  of  the  British 
government  on  general  grounds.  He  confessed  that 
he  was  still  sore  from  lord  Palmerston's  manage- 
ment of  the  oriental  question.  The  peers  were  not 
satisfied  with  M.  Guizot;  they  inferred  from  his  text 
that  he  meant  to  adhere,  if  possible,  to  the  last  trea- 
ty; but  they  abstained  from  an  expressive  vote,  lest 
they  .should  weaken  the  ministry  in  the  elections, 
tl<c  great  majority  being  conservatives. 

The  correspondent  of  the  French  Courier  of  New 
York  writes  that  the  speech  of  M.  Thiers  has  produc- 
ed a  profound  sensation  in  England.  ~  The  Chronicle, 
the  organ  of  Lord  Palnierston,  says  that  the  policy  of 
the  cabinet  of  the  1st  .March  reca"lls  that  of  the  worst 
days  of  the  revoluliun,  with  the  dinereiice  alone  that 
France  then  had  to  defend  her  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence, while  now  it  is  in  mere  levity  that  M.  Thiers 
wishes  to  provoke  Europe.  But  the  Chronicle  ad 
vises  M.  Thiers  (and  doubtlessly  also  Admiral  Dii- 
perre  and  Marshal  Soult  who  both  are  in  favor  of  the 
prompt  construction  of  the  port  of  Algiers),  Ihatlius- 
sia,  Austria  and  Turkey,  more  interested  tl.au  Eng- 
land in  tins  question,  will  coalesce  in  a  common 
cause  of  defence  against  it.  '1  he  tune  however  is 
propitious  for  France,  «hilc  England  is  carrying  on 
her  wari  with  China  and  AUijhanistan,  and  is  menac- 


ed with  others.  The  final  discomfiture  of  Abdel 
Kadcr  had  been  loo  hastily  announce,!.  Tie  re.'ip- 
pearcd  about  the  close  of  Febni.Try  rcir  Tieinccn 
with  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  about  3,tl00  men,  re- 
cruited on  the  Moorish  frontiers.  His  re-appearance, 
by  engaging  the  Moors  in  the  quarrel  has  created  a 
subject  of  grave  policy.  The  Moorish  emperor  is 
known  to  be  the  chief  of  the  religious  sect  to  which 
belong  most  of  the  tribes  of  the  western  part  of  Al- 
geria. Abdel  Kader  has  taken  advantage  of  this  cir- 
cumstance and  of  the  gross  fanaticism  of  the  Moors, 
and  obtained  funds  from  them  under  the  pretence  of 
a  holy  war,  bought  arms  of  the  English  by  means  of 
the  aid  of  the  faithful  IMusselmen,  and  has  always  re- 
ceived a  constant  support  from  the  emperor,  though 
indirect,  and  disavowed  whenever  France  has  made 
complaint  to  him.  The  invariable  excuse  of  Muley 
Abdel  Rhaman  has  been  at  all  times,  "1  am  not  suf- 
ficiently powerful  to  repress  throughout  the  extent 
of  my  empire  the  religious  zeal  of  my  subjects." — 
This  excuse  the  emperor  will  doubtlessly  repeat 
a'rain.  The  question  is  will  we  accept  it,  in  presence 
of  the  plots  of  the  English,  that  are  now  known. — 
The  plan  of  the  British  government  against  our  na- 
scent empire  is  perfectly  understood.  At  the  centre 
we  need  a  great  military  port.  England  is  opposed 
to  our  constructing  it.  At  the  east,  she  does  every 
thing  to  upset  the  hey  of  Tunis,  the  friend  and  pro- 
tege of  France.  At  the  west  she  sells  or  gives  arms 
to  Abdel  Kadcr,  and  excites  new  difTiculties  for  us 
and  perhaps  a  war  with  Morocco.  It  is  rumored  at 
the  exchange  to-day  that  the  orders  sent  to  Africa  by 
iMarshal  Soult  are  to  urge  on  actively  the  operations 
against  Abdel  Kader  and  his  new  allies,  and  that  the 
president  of  the  council  has  in  the  nieanv.hile  advis- 
ed general  Biigeaud,  of  a  demonstration  to  be  made 
by  sea  before  Tangiers.  Others  state  that  England 
had  requested  our  cabinet  to  respect  the  territory  of 
■Morocco  in  every  case,  and  that  the  orders  to  gener- 
al Bugeaud  were  to  that  effect.  We  hope  for  the 
sake  of  national  honor,  that  the  former  is  the  correct 
version. 

It  is  said  by  way  of  England  and  Germany,  that 
the  powers  have  selected  a  prince  of  Bavaria  as  the 
future  husband  of  the  daughter  of  Ferdinand  VII, 
queen  Isabella.  The  French  government  had  spoken 
of  the  duke  of  Aumalc;  which  the  four  powers  for- 
mally opposed,  as  well  as  his  suggested  union  with 
the  infante  Maria  Louisa  her  sister.  The  name  of 
prince  CobourgCohari  was  assented  to  by  some  and 
dissented  from  by  others.  Austria  proposed  her 
young  archdukes;  France  peremptorily  rejected  them. 
The  duke  of  Cambridge  was  spoken  of;  and  finally 
the  royal  family  of  Bavaria  was  had  recourse  to,  for 
the  same  motives  that  prompted  the  selection  from  it, 
of  Olho  for  Greece.  It  is  now  however  stated  that 
Louis  Philippe  renounces  the  idea  of  placing  one  of 
his  own  sons  upon  the  Spanish  throne,  but  will  never 
consent  to  the  marriage  of  the  young  queen  with  a 
prince,  who  is  not  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  son  of 
Don  Carlos,  of  the  infant  Don  Francisco,  prince  of 
Naples,  or  of  Lucca. 

M.  Thiers  in  his  speech  in  favor  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  great  commercial  and  military  port  at  Al- 
giers, remarked,  tliat  as  to  those  who  were  in  favor 
of  an  extended  occupation  (of  whom  he  was  one,  and 
not  because  ho  preferred  a  gigantic  conquest,  but 
merely  because  he  had  been  always  convinced  that 
it  was  only  by  a  serious  attack  upon  the  Arab  na- 
tionality, that  the  French  could  render  themselves 
masters  in  Africa),  the  port  of  Algiers  is,  not  the  sole 
point,  but  the  indispensable  condition  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  establishment.  1  have  perhaps  felt 
more  than  any  oilier  man,  how  far  our  establishment 
there  would  be  menaced,  unless  we  had  a  great  port; 
for  1  have  had  the  honor,  sad  honor,  of  administering 
Ihecouiitry  at  a  moment  when  war  was  not  probable 
or  certain,  but  possible.  All  who  have  concerned 
themselves  for  the  preservation  of  the  colony,  have 
thought  it  dependent  upon  one  question.  In  case  of 
a  maritime  war,  could  succors  be  sent  with  certainty 
and  rapidity  to  Algiers?  If  in  the  course  of  this  war 
our  maritime  superiority  were  not  established;  could 
an  army  be  transported  from  Toulon  to  Algiers.'  That 
is  the  whole  question.  M.  Thiers  then  proceeded  to 
state  that  the  north  west  winds,  called  mislral,  com- 
mon at  the  south  of  France,  blow  frequently  with 
suliicient  violence,  to  raise  any  blockade  of  Tnilon, 
and  to  carry  a  fleet  in  48  or  6i  hours  to  .Mgiers  with- 
out danger,  which  if  composed  of  20  vessels  of  the 
line  might  easily  transport  twcniy  thousand  men. — 
The  establishment  would  be  chimerical,  and  would 
merit  alt  that  the  honorable  M.  De<j;>bert  urges  in 
opposition,  if  we  did  rot  hasten  in  the  time  of  peace 
to  profit  by  its  existence  and  insure  the  two  condi- 
tions, the  second  only  remaining  to  be  executed,  the 
fortification  of  Algici-s,  the  first  that  of  Toulon  being 
at  our  hands.  That  in  four  years,  with  a  moderate 
expense,  Algiers  could  be  made  to  protect  at  a  safe 
anchorage  25  sail  of  tho  line,  has  be»n  demonstrated 
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by  the  experience  at  the  place.  It  would  have 
quired  50  or  60  millions  of  francs  and  perhaps  forty 
or  fifty  years  to  execute  the  works  at  Cherbourg. — 
The  port  of  Algiers  is  liowever  already  commenced; 
and  its  ancient  mole  has  been  repaired  and  prolonged 
and  a  new  port  commenced,  of  which  100  metres 
hare  been  executed  at  an  expense  of  1,800, 000  francs.' 
Why  then  does  the  government  stop.'  For  a  new  pro- 
ject, it  is  replied.  I  do  not  contest  its  merit;  it  is 
only  too  vast;  it  would  entail  too  much  time  and  ex- 
pense. This  port  would  cost  95  lo  30  millions  and 
could  not  be  finished  in  12  or  15  years.  It  is  true  it 
would  be  more  vast  than  the  first  and  would  allow  of 
entrance  with  any  wind.  This  advantage  is  not  de- 
nied, but  tlie  difficulties  of  its  execution  are  such  that 
the  government  has  hesitated  at  this  second  project. 
I  am  about  to  press  the  government  for  explanation, 
to  choose  one  or  the  other  of  the  projects.  I  have 
believed  there  has  been  too  little  zeal,  there  has 
even  been  a  repugnance  in  the  ministry  against  the 
undertaking  of  its  construction,  and  if  I  call  upon  the 
ministry  now,  it  is  because  I  am  convinced  there  is 
no  other  recourse,  but  the  intervention  of  the  cham- 
ber and  the  expression  of  its  opinion,  to  ensure  the 
execution  of  this  work.  The  adversaries  of  our  es- 
tablishment in  Africa  are  fond  of  saying  that  the 
English  are  delighted  at  seeing  us  in  Africa.  If  they 
are  delighted  at  seeing  us  there,  it  affords  them  how- 
ever no  delight  to  behold  the  construction  of  a  port 
at  Algiers.  And  I  do  not  dissemble  it,  there  is  a 
difficulty  involved  in  it,  by  the  umbrage  it  gives  to 
England;  I  perceive  that  this  difficulty  requu'es  dip- 
lomatic tact,  I  admit  it;  (emotion  and  voices  "are 
we  not  masters  in  our  own  country.')  I  ask  pardon 
for  the  expression  I  have  used;  it  is  not  my  ordinary 
language  which  I  have  just  used.  [Laughter.]  As 
I  would  wish  to  conciliate  for  this  great  interest,  the 
most  general  favor,  from  a  wholly  patriotic  aim  I 
would  not  wish  to  employ  expressions,  which  might 
wound  in  the  least  those  who  believe  that  I  and  iny 
friends  wish  only  but  for  that  which  might  wound 
Europe.  No,  for  my.self,  I  am  wholly  in  favor  of  the 
policy  which  has  for  its  object,  theconciliationof  all 
interests;  I  have  sustained  it;  I  believe  it  the  best. — 
The  convictions  resulting  from  our  deeds  in  Africa 
have  overcome  the  inertness  of  the  government. — 
There  is  but  one  point  where  it  has  not  been  over- 
come; that  is  the  construction  of  the  port.  Having 
Algiers  with  Toulon,  the  entrance  of  the  iVIediterra- 
rean  will  be  closed  at  the  will  of  the  French  power 
against  that  which  would  wish  to  reign  alone  in  the 
Mediterranean.  It  is  a  subject  of  immense  interest. 
It  has  been  shewn  to-day  that  in  3  or  4  years  with  6 
or  7  millions  you  can  secure  that  advantage,  and  I 
repeat  that  if  1  did  not  believe  an  appeal  to  the  cham- 
ber indispensable,  and  the  port  wholly  compromised 
by  remaining  silent,  I  would  have  remainded  so,  as  I 
did  the  last  year;  but  I  now  address  the  chamber  as 
the  last  resource  I  know  of  for  stimulating  the  zeal 
of  the  government. 

M.  Guizot  replied  that  the'government  was  wrong- 
fully accused  of  having  suspended  the  works  of  the 
port  of  Algiers;  they  had  prosecuted  them  with  acti 
vity  and  would  continue  so  doing,  as  far  as  the  appro- 
priations by  the  chambers  would  allow. 

Paris,  .ipril  16.  M.  Dufaurre,  the  reporter  of  the 
rail  road  commission  laid  his  bill  upon  the  tabic  of 
the  chamber  of  deputies.  It  provides  that  the  state 
shall  establish  lines  of  rail  road — 

1.  From  Paris  to  the  Belgian  frontier,  by  Amiens, 
Arras,  Liile  and  Valenciennes. 

2.  From  Paris  to  a  point  of  the  channel  not  yet 
determined. 

3.  To  the  German  frontier,  by  Strasburg. 

4.  To  the  Mediterranean  by  Lyons,  Avignon,  Ta- 
rascon  and  Marseilles. 

5.  To  the  Spanish  frontier,  by  Bordeaux  and  Bay- 
onne. 

6.  To  the  ocean,  by  Tours  and  Nantes. 

7.  To  the  centre  of  France,  by  Orleans,  Vierzon, 
and  Clermont. 

8.  A  line  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Mediterranean,  by 
Mulhausen,  Dijon,  Chalons  and  Lyons. 

The  commission  adopts  the  clauses  of  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  manner  in  which  Uie  sums  necessary  for 
the  execution  of  the  project  are  to  be  raised.  The 
state  to  furnish  part,  the  localities  part,  the  rest  from 
private  shares.  It  accords  immediate  credits  for  the 
execution  of  1,  the  Paris  and  Belgian  line;  2,  the 
line  from  Paris  to  the  German  frontier;  3,  for  the 
section  from  Chalons  to  Dijon  on  to  the  two  lines  of 
Paris  to  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Mediterranean 
to  the  Rhine;  4,  for  the  line  from  Avignon  to  Mar- 
seilles by  Tarascon;  5,  for  the  section  from  Orleans 
to  Tours,  common  to  tlie  two  lines  of  Paris  to  the 
frontiers  of  Spain,  and  Paris  to  the  western  frontier; 
6,  for  the  section  from  Orleans  to  Vierzon,  belonging 
to  the  line  from  Pans  to  the  centre  of  France. 

The  general  dUcusaioo  is  fixed  for  the  35tb  inst. 


TURKEY. 

The  additional  accounts  from  Constantinople  which 
have  reached  us  by  this  express  are  dated  the  17th 
ult.  Hopes  were  entertained  that  the  Turko-Gre- 
cian  difference  would  be  speedily  adjusted  in  a  sa- 
tisfactory manner  for  both  countries.  Tiie  Divan 
continued  to  be  much  occupied  with  the  affairs  of 
Syria.  The  plan  for  appointing  a  Mussulman 
prince  to  govern  the  Druses,  and  a  Christian  prince 
to  govern  the  Maronites,  had  been  favorably  re- 
ceived, although  deemed  by  many  to  be  impractica- 
ble. 

M.  Mavrocordato,  the  envoy  of  Greece,  presented 
his  credentials  to  the  Grand  Vizier  on  the  lOlh,  and 
dined  with  sir  Stratford  Canning  on  the  15th. 

All  EfTendi,  the  minister  of  the  porte  to  England, 
and  Akif  EfTendi,  the  minister  to  Vienna,  left  for  their 
respective  posts  on  the  12th. 

Sir  Stratford  Canning  had  presented  very  strong 
notes  to  the  porte  on  the  alleged  misconduct  of  the 
Syrian  authorities. 

Prince  Mavrocordato  had  not  yet  had  his  audience 
of  the  sultan.  He  is  looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  unin- 
"ted  guest,  and  could  not  expect  a  very  cordial  re- 
ception, but  it  is  agreed  that  the  porte  will  not  throw 
any  impediments  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  object  of  his 
mission. 

The  complaints  made  by  sir  Stratford  Canning  are 
to  be  inquired  into  and  settled  by  Selim  Bey,  when 
he  arrives  at  Syria.  The  accounts  received  from  this 
quarter  are  conflicting,  all  parties  accusing  each 
other. 

Syria  was  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  and  the  con- 
fusion more  confounded  by  the  employment  of  Alba- 
nian troops  to  repress  it,  they  being,  in  fact,  little 
better  than  banditti  themselves.  Mehemet  AM  was 
at  Dumanhour.  Admiral  Walker  had  returned  tlie 
sword  presented  him  by  the  sultan,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  inferior  in  value  to  those  presented  to  other 
officers. 

INDIA. 

No  later  news  from  India.  The  overland  mail  was 
hourly  expected,  as  arrangements  had  been  made  by 

hich  the  time  from  Bombay  to  Suez  was  to  be  re- 
duced from  18  to  12  days. 

Several  regiments  had  embarked  for  India,  chiefly 
Calcutta.  Three  additional  ones  have  been  ordered 
thither— the  78th  Highlanders,  10th  Foot,  and  the  9th 
Lancers. 

The  total  augmentations  of  the  army  for  foreign 
service  will  amount  to  at  least  15,000  men.  Lieut. 
;eneral  sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  goes  to  India  as  com- 
uander  in  chief. 

The  Leipsic  Gazette,  of  the  4th  inst.  under  date 
Constantinople,  states,  that  the  British  government 
had  solicited  permission  from  Mehemet  AJi  to  march 
a  body  of  troops  through  Egypt  to  the  Isthmus  of 
Suez  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  theirarrival  in  In- 
dia. The  pasha  is  said  to  have  replied,  that  he  could 
not  grant  the  request  without  the  consent  of  his  mas- 
terthe  sultan.  Sami  Bay  had  recently  arrived  at  Con- 
stantinople on  a  mission  from  Meliemet  Ali,  and  it 
was  said  that  the  object  of  his  visit  was  to  represent 
to  the  sultan  the  inexpediency  of  granting  such  a  re- 
quest. 

MEXICO  AND  TEXAS. 
Extracts  from  General  Houston's  Proclamation. 
Texas  is  compelled  to  make  war — a  war  not  of 
ression,  but  one  which  the  civilized  world  will 
justify — one  that  is  due  to  ourselves — one  to  which 
Mexico  has  provoked  our  exertions — one  to  be  con- 
ducted upon  the  most  exalted  principles,  not  directed 
against  the  nationality  of  Mexico — not  opposed  to  its 
religion — but  a  war  upon  its  despots  and  oppressors. 
Our  nation  will  be  united  in  its  maintenance.  The 
suddenness  of  the  incursion  and  the  alacrity  of  our 
citizens  induced  them  to  rush  to  the  frontier  without 
organization  or  the  call  of  the  executive.  This  was 
a  noble  and  generous  impulse,  and  manifests  the  ex- 
istence of  the  same  spirit  which  has  always  actuated 
the  Texian  people.  The  misfortune  was  that  they 
remained  without  organization.  The  president,  an- 
ticipating this  evil,  on  the  first  assurance  of  the  ene- 
my's approach,  ordered  Gen.  Alexander  Somerville, 
commanding  the  first  brigade,  embracing  the  west- 
ern frontier,  to  repair  to  the  scene  of  action,  assume 
the  command  and  organize  the  forces.  He  was  also 
invested  with  power,  if  his  force  would  justify  the 
measure,  to  pass  the  Rio  Grande  and  sweep  its  val- 
ley as  low  down  as  Rcinosa;  but  not  to  advance  upon 
Matamoras  with  an  insufficient  force,  as  no  co-opera- 
tion could  be  insured  by  sea.  In  the  meantime,  he 
was  to  ke.ep  the  president  advised  of  his  general  plan 
of  operations  and  of  the  progress  of  his  campaign; 
hoping  thus  to  be  enabled  to  chastise  the  enemy  for 
their  wanton  aggressions.  Gen.  Somerville  rendered 
strict  obedience  to  orders;  but  owing  to  the  absence 
of  all  discipline,  the  agitation  necessarily  arising 
from  the  condition  of  the  men,  the  great  anxiety  of 


many  to  command,  and  the  unwillingness  of  others  to 
obey,  he  was  unable  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  pre- 
sident.  The  object  in  issuing  those  ordei's  was,  there- 
fore necessarily  defeated.  No  official  communication 
was  ever  received  by  the  president,  nor  had  he  any 
information  of  the  number,  condition,  and  total  want 
of  organization  of  the  men  assembled  at  Bexar  and 
Victoria,  until  after  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Somerville  at 
the  former  place. 

"The  president  has  taken  every  precaution  in  his 
power  to  prevent  any  further  alarms.  He  has  direct- 
ed that  two  companies  under  experienced  and  vigi- 
lant officers  capable  of  spying,  and  composed  of  the 
most  efficient  men,  should  remain  upon  the  frontier. 
These  troops  will  act  under  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  will  .render  efficient  service.  All  troops 
who  may  attempt  to  visit  the  frontier,  under  the  name 
of  volunteers,  and  depredate  'upon  their  own  hook,' 
iCT//  not  meet  the  sanction  of  tlie  government,  because 
they  will  be  acting  in  violation  of  the  laws.  In  all 
military  operations  concert  is  indispensably  necessa- 
ry, and  troops  should  at  all  times  act  in  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  the  orders  of  the  government,  keeping 
it  advised  of  their  situation  and  that  of  the  enemy. 
If  this  course  is  not  pursued,  benefit  can  never  result 
to  the  country.  If  we  are  not  obedient  to  our  own 
laws,  we  cannot  expect  those  who  come  to  mingle 
with  us  in  our  struggle  to  be  subordinate,  disciplined 
and  useful." 

General  Burleson,  now  vice   president  of  Tcx- 

,  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  early  emigrated  to 
Tennessee,  returned  to  North  Carolina,  married  and 
resided  there  12  years,  participated  in  the  battles  of 
the  Creek  war,  emigrated  to  Missouri,  thence  again 
to  Tennessee,  was  elected  colonel  of  militia  in  each 
of  those  slates,  removed  in  1830  to  Texas,  settled  on 
Colorado  and  was  chosen  general  of  the  volun- 
teers who  in  the  fall  1835  besieged  General  Cosat 
San  Antonio.  When  the  army  was  organized  with 
Houston  at  its  head  in  1836,  General  Burleson  was 
made  commandant  of  the  first  regiment  of  volunteers, 
with  whom  he  stormed  a  breast  work  at  San  Jacinto, 
After  serving  till  the  invaders  were  expelled  he  was 
sent  to  the  congress  in  1837  as  representative  from 
Colorado  county,  and  next  year  became  senator.  His 
civil  career  terminated  in  the  spring  of  1839,  when 
president  Lamarselectedhim  to  command  the  first  re- 
giment of  the  regular  army.  He  defeated  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1839,  a  body  of  Mexican  rebels  and  marauders 
in  the  west;  marched  with  his  regiment  from  the  Colo- 
rado to  the  east,  and  engaged  with  the  volunteers 
under  Generals  Rusk  and  Douglass  in  fighting  two 
desperate  battles  with  the  Cherokees  in  the  county  of 
Nacogdoches,  and  which  campaign  terminated  in  the 
expulsion  of  tlie  savages  and  the  death  of  their  able 
chief,  the  celebrated  Bowles.  Returning  westward 
he  again  encountered  and  vanquished  the  Cherokees 

Brush  and  at  Plum  creek,  aided  in  routing  tlie 
Caraanches  who  had  plundered  and  burnt  Linn  vi  lie, 
and  released  the  captives  they  had  made.  After 
these  brilliant  exploits,  and  having  but  little  expec- 
tation of  any  more  active  service,  he  resigned  his 
command,  to  the  regret  of  privates,  officers,  and  the 
nation.  His  fellow  citizens,  grateful  for  his  many 
acts  of  patriotism,  in  1840,  by  a  very  large  majority, 
elevated  him  to  the  office  of  president,  which  station 
his  honesty  of  purpose,  strong  mind,  and  patriotic  de- 
termination enable  him  to  fill  with  honor  and  benefit 
to  his  country.  ICor.  An(.  /ii(. 

A  writer  in  the  San  Luis  Advocate  of  March  1st 

advising  the  Texans  to  be  prepared  for  an  invasion 
lays  down  the  following  propositions. 

1st.  There  exists,  then,  in  Mexico,  two  separate 
powers — the  one  of  the  Hierarchy,  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  the  other,  over  which   it  exercises  an  unli- 

ted  control — ^self-existing,  self-constituted,  and 
seif-governed,  acknowledging  no  equal  in  the  state; 
above  all  political  responsibility,  and  arrogating  to 
tself  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  supremacy, 
■onferred  upon  it  by  the  dogmas  of  its  creed,  and 
the  superstition  and  ignorance  of  its  votaries  and  vic- 
tims. 

2d.  There  exists  also  a  military  despotism,  which, 
under  the  name  of  civil  government,  exercises  its 
functions  as  the  supreme  political  power  of  the  state 
subordinate  however  to  the  ecclesiastical;  consti- 
tuting the  agency  through  which  the  former  enforces 
its  mandates  upon  the  people. 

3d.  Whilst  the  ecclesiastical  power  stands  opposed 
to  the  recognition  of  Texas,  the  president,  dictator, 
king,  or  emperor  (no  odds  by  what  title  he  may  bo 
wn)  cannot  and  dare  not  enter  into  terms  with 
this  country. 

The  Mexican  government  propose,  and  there  we 
suppose  it  will  end,  to  build  a  railway  across  the  Is- 
thmus of  Tehuantepec,  to  connect  the  Pacific  and  At- 
lantic  Oceans.  As  the  distance  is  20J  miles  the  ex^ 
pense  will  prove  greater  than  the  government  of 
Mexico  can  shoulder. 
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zn.  is  rcjcterl.     On  the   whole,  the 
ad!. filed   Ijy  our  f;over']mc-iit  will  be 


I  Jlfeifo,  n/9;/>.9;)ri(,  1842.      |  oil   prnctiril   m 

'•'i':  ;■  ,v,.i,ii»n;>ni  c  c.l'  Ihc  present  .iyiiri-ly  in  iMexi-  U._v«li-m  h\Ui.!'rio 
CO  1  liai.ic  IS  a^sureJ  uniil  llie  roecUnu;'ol  tne  c<iii:ress    rotaineci,  v,  !iich.   ■.i-ittiout,  o!i=,iiMali';v   aLilmu^    Jy    a 
in  June  nest  lor  the  concocting  a  new  conslilulion.    theoretical  principle,  is  susceptible  ofgruat  practical 
All  the  elections  throughout  the   republic  have  gone   improvement.   Only  on  the  construction  of  the  penal 

ainst  Saiita  Anna's  party;  and  the  consequence  will    institutions,  orders  have  been  given  for  various  alte- 


he  a  dreadful  strife  between  the  executive  and  this 
body.  The  president  has  the  army,  and  the  congress 
the  people  on  Iheir  side,  and  it  is  difficult  to  foresee 
the  issue;  thout;h  many  of  the  popular  leaders  of  the 
federal  partv  (i  e.  the  party  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution of  18i4,  which  resembles  our  own)  imagine 
that  a  total  onarchy  will  ensue,  resulting  finally  in 
the  success  of  an  entire  popular  government  as  op- 
posed to  a  strong  central  one.         [Ball.  .American. 

A  paper  printed  in  Merida,  Yucatan,  and  called 
"The  Nineteenth  Century"  furnislies  the  anne:sed 
statement  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  raising 
of  so  large  a  military  force  in  Mexico. 

General  Paredes  "is  the  most  powerful  antagonist 
of  Santa  Anna;  Santa  Anna  has  lost  the  elections  in 
the  departments  of  Mexico,  Guanajuato,  San  Luis, 
Aquas-callentes,  Sonora,  Valladolid  and  .Jalisco;  these 
states,  with  the  exception  of  the  first,  all  act  in  con- 
cert with  Gen.  Paredes,  who  commands  the  forces 
in  the  last  mentioned  state;  in  that  of  Mexico,  D. 
Juan  J.  Andrade  is  in  command;  and  the  generals 
Guitierror,  Galindo,  Juvera,  and  another  not  recol- 
lected, command  in  the  rest. 

Parades  is  in  favor  of  the  re-establishment  of  the 
federal  institutions,  to  which  Santa  Anna  is  opposed; 


erations,  wliich  the  king  has  judged  advisable  since 
his  late  inspection  of  the  London  prisons,  especially 
the  model  prison.  Accordingly  several  prisons  are 
to  be  immediately  built  or  altered,  especially  at  Ber- 
lin, Koinisherg,  Ratisbon  and  Munster.  The  new 
minister  of  finance,  baron  Bodelschedringh,  is  to  en- 
ter on  his  office  on  the  07th  of  this  month. 

.Xollmis  in  the  box  after  all.  The  opening  of  the 
chests  bequeathed  to  the  university  of  Upsala  by 
king  Gustavus  III.  of  Sweden,  lobe  opened  fifty  veal's 
after  his  death,  took  place  on  the  29lh  of  Marrh. 
Their  contents  u'ere  letters,  memoirs  and  trifles  of  the 
king's  own  time;  the  most  valuable  being  the  letters 
written  by  three  clever  and  noble  Frenchmen  friends 
to  the  king,  viz:  Ist,  the  countess  d'Egmon,  daughter 
of  the  famous  Marshal  de  Richelieu;  2d,  Hcnriette 
de  Sanrhon  de  Boulllers;  the  3d,  the  Countess  de  la 
Marque,  daughter  of  the  Marechal  de  Noailles.  The 
orthography  of  both  the  French  and  Swedish  do- 
cuments, written  by  his  own  hand,  and  deposited  in 
the  chest,  evinces  throughout  that  his  majesty  en- 
joyed the  reputation  of  a  great  author  without  know- 
ing how  to  spell. 

The  latest  account  from  Lisbon  and  Oporto  says: 
That  affairs  are  growing  worse  and  worse  daily,  and 


N  A  T I  «  N  A  1,    A  F  F  A  I  J5  S 


his  is  augmented  in  numbers  by  the  partizans  of  Bus-  |  the  wine  trade  was  frightfully  depressed.  Two  new 
tamente  and  the  clergy,  by  whom  he  is  despised,  in  failures  had  occurred,  for  a  considerable  amount, 
consequenceof  his  attempts  surreptitiously  to  possess  and  fresh  failures  were  expected  dally  to  declare 
himself  of  the  property  in  ''■laorlmain:'  I  themselves.  The  French  suadron  was  about  to  leave 

The  gnvernmentauthorised  Paredes  to  raise  in  the  i  Lisbon  immediately,  the  Grondeur,  a  war  steamer, 
states  befire  mentioned,  a  limited  military  force;but  ha^inK  arrived  from  Brest,  with  orders  to  that  effect, 
thisgenereal  abusing  that  authority,  and  exceeding  The  destination  of  the  squadron  was  not  accurately 
his  orders,  raised  and  enlisted  to  the  enormous  num-  known,  but  supposed  to  be  Tangier, 
her  of  15,000  men  well  appointed  and  disciplined, 
with  which  he  intends  to  force  Santa  Anna  to  fulfil 
the  promises  he  has  made  to  the  people,  and  in  which 
promise  lie  is  also  implicated;  this  has  caused  the 
president  ad  interim,  whose  views  do  not  seem  to  ac- 
cord with  those  of  Paredes  and  his  party,  hastily  to  j 
augment  his  forces;  so  that  in  Mexico  alone  he  has 
10.000  men,  the  greater  part  assembled  together  | 
without  discipline,  and  confined  in  convents  in  that 
capital  and  in  those  of  the  adjacent  towns,  such  as  | 
St.  Angel,  where  they  are  guarded  by  corps  of  con- 
fidential troops,  to  prevent  desertion,  which,  not- 
withstanding all  these  precautions,  cannot  be  pre- 
vented. 


Items 


APPOINTxMEiXTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AVD  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

George  W.  Lay,of  New  York,  charge  d'alTaiies  to 
Stockholm,  Sweden. 

Christopher  Hughes  of  Maryland,  charge  to  the 
Hague,  Netherlands. 

Henry  W.  Hillard,  of  Alabama,  charge  to  Bel- 
gium. 

Conml.     Timothy  Darling,  of  Maine,  for  the  port 
of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence. 
I      Marshal.     J.  A.  Simpson,  for  the  district  of  New 

I  Jersey,  in  the  place  of  John  S.  Darcy,  whose  com- 

The   Brussels   papers  contain   this  state-  |  mission  has  expired. 

-      ■  ■  Collector  of  the  customs.     Conway  Whittle,  re-ap- 


ment — "Letters  from   Odessa  announce  that  a  revo-  , 

hitinn  had  broken  out  in  Persia— that  the   Shah  was  ;  pointed,  at  Norfolk,  Virginia 

v/as  dethroned — and  that  thirty  thousand  insurgents 

were  on   their  march  to  Teheran.     This  seems  to 

need  confirmation." 

On  the  authority  of  a  Berlin  correspondent,  upon 
whose   information,   derived    through   letters    from 


THE  ARMY. 

HEAD    QUARTERS,    ARMY    OF    FLORIDA. 

Fahiklakaha,  .IpHl  21,  1849. 
Sir:  In  following  out  the  movements,  by  detach- 


Moscow,  great  reliance  is  placed,  the  Times  states  '  meats,  upon  several  points  on  the  Withlecooche,  in- 
thatthe  Shah  of  Persia  has  march  against  Herat  dilated  in  a  former  report  to  take  place  on  the  15th 
at  the  head  of  60,000  men,  and  that  Russia  has  fur-  !  'n^'-  "le  enemy  was  finally  brought  to  action,  m  a 
nished  a  subsidy  of  2,0110,000  ruhlea  in  order  to  ena-  sTfiig  position  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  situated 
ble  the  Shah  to  make  the  movement.  southeast  from  this  in  the  direction  of  Ahapnpka  lake, 

i\T    1  -1  „„„.,.;„„  iv,„t  M    '7o„,„o„    ,.,!,„.,.„„    aifl.  afler  a   spirited   attack  and  well  sustained   de- 

Madnd  papers  mention  that  ]M.  Zerman,  who  was  !  «  ^t  ,  ■  *    i      j  j-  i      <-»      i 

1    1  „.,,„.  I  „r  „„i„„o  \Taii„,..,;.,i,   i,„^   „   I  fence,  thorough  y  routed  and  dispersed.     Our  loss  is 

rccarded  as  an  agent  of  prince  .Metternieh,  had  re-  -     .     ,   ,i"' j  .       j  ,  •     , 

•      1       .        .„  .f.,;i  .1.=  «„o„ici.  „.,„;tni  one   private   kil  ed;  one   sergeant   and  two  privates 

ceived  notice  to  quit  the  fepauish  capital.  i    ,      i.  t-     ,  m    i  i 

A   vouiiger   brother  of  the  present  chief  of  the  h™'"'''^''!  ^'"" '  company  2d  dragoons;  and  one 
Druses  of  Mount  Lebanon,  has   arrived   in  England    P'-'^'='">  "^  ^  company,  2d  infantry,  wounded.     Th 
for  the  purpose  of  being  educated  at  one  ol  tue  uui- 


versUie 

The  inhabitants  of  Copenhagen  have  had  meetings, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  pay  off'  the  national  debt  by 
voluntary  contribution.  The  address  to  this  eliijct  is 
before  the  king  for  his  consideration. 

A  terrible  storm  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube  has 
destroyed  all  the  quarantine  establishments. 

The  preliminaries  had  been  concluded  for  a  ma- 
trimonial alliance  between  the  duke  of  Bordeaux 
and  the  second  daughter  of  the  emperor  Nicholas  of 
liussia. 

The  grand  duke  and  duchess  of  Tuscany  have  lost 
another  daughter,  the  princess  Ann  Maria,  making 
the  third  within  two  years. 

The  Semaphore  de  Marseilles,  publishes  an  ac- 
count of  an  awful  hurricane  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
near  Oran,  in  which  forty  vessels  pBrishcd. 

The  Augusburg  Gazette  mentions  a  report  that 
negotiations  arc  on  foot  between  the  courts  of  Rio 
Janeiro  and  Naples,  for  a  marriage  between  the  em- 
peror of  Brazil  and  the  youngest  sister  of  the  king  of 
Naples. 

Ihrlin,  .Upril  12.  The  important  qiiestinn  rcspei't- 
ing  the  system  to  be  introduced  into  our  prison  dis- 
cipline has  been  decided.  The  I'lnrisylvaiiia  system, 
^^feuded  by  Dr.  Julien,  but  reprobated  by  almost 


nemy — one  killed,  two  wounded  anil  one  prisoner; 
the  latter  I  have  used  to  open  a  communication  with 
the  chief  Ilalleck,  who  commanded  the  party  en- 
countered, from  which  favorable  results  are  antici- 
pated. 

It  is  due   to  the  officers  and  soldiers   that  at  a  mo- 
ment of  leisure,  I  make  a  more  detailed  report. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to    be,  your 
obedient  servant. 

Signed,  W.  J.  WORTH,  Cnl.Com\lg. 

The.  MjulttWl  General,  U.  Stales  Jirmxj,  head-quarters, 

lyashlngton. 

Camp  Wanlrll,  Warm  Spring,  .l/iril  25,  1S41. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor,  in  further  datail,  to  report 
that  in  obedience  to  the  iiistrurtious  of  the  28th  ult. 
on  tlie  morning  of  the  13lh  inst.  each  detachment 
was  at  its  appointed  station  with  admirable  preci- 
sion. All  the  points  on  which  this  movement  was 
directed  were  thoroughly  examined,  without  disco- 
vering any  thing  exhiiiiting  the  recent  presence  of 
Indians.  The  boat  detachment  under  Major  Belk- 
nap, composed  of  I  and  K  companies,  [Montgome- 
ry's and  Gales,]  of  the  8th,  much  reduced  in  num- 
bers, was  ordered,  after  entering  and  thoroughly  ex- 
amining Panasairkee  lake,  to  descend  the  Withlacoo- 
che  as  low  as  Camp  Izard,  thence  puss  the  boats  into 
the  waters  of  Charla-a-popka;  detaelimeuts   of  the 


4th  under  capt.  Buchanan  and  licut.  .Mv^rd  [compa- 
nies B  ar.d  I,]  lo  n.iss  around  the  wc^t  side.  e\ai,i;n- 
iiig  a;l  the  sv.ninps,  S-.-.  on  the  border  ol  the  lake; 
detachments  of  the  2J  [Casey's,  Long's  and  L-iv- 
ell'sj  under  major  Plympton  to  do  the  same  on  the 
south  side;  the  remaining  force,  Graham's  and  Mc- 
Call's- companies  of  the  4th  under  lieut,  col.  Gar- 
land, and  Reeves'  company  [B]  of  the  8th,  to  move 
directly  on  this  point,  a  rendezvous  common  to  all. 
At  the  same  time,  friendly  Indians  w-ere  sent  to  the 
southeast  to  search  for  signs;  they  re-joined  me  ia 
the  evening,  reporting  a  solitary  track  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Ahapopka.  whereupon  the  detachments  were 
advanced  about  fifteen  miles  on  the  evening  of  the 
18th,  and  as  soon  as  there  was  sutTicient  light  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  to  detect  signs,  this  track  was 
recovered  and  pursued  through  several  inferior  ham- 
mocks, in  each  of  which  planted  fields  were  disco- 
vered, until  it  led  to  the  principal  hammock,  where 
;  the  enemy  was  found  in  force  in  a  well-constructed 
town.  The  enemy  was  as  speedily  overcome  as  the 
difficulties  of  the  ground  permitted  the  troops  to  close 
in  upon  him;  every  trail  made  in  the  flight  was  taken 
and  pursued  until  dark,  and  the  whole  of  the  next 
:  day,  the  detachments  marching  on  each  day  some 
twenty,  some  thirty  miles.  On  the  next  morning  it 
was  discovered  that  the  general  tendency  of  the 
trails,  although  often  doubling,  was,  in  the  direction 
I  of  the  great  Okeehumpkee  swamp  lying  about  nine 
miles  northeast  of  this  position.  With  a  view  to  re- 
fresh the  troops,  but  more  especially  from  informa- 
tion received  by  a  person  coming  from  the  enemy, 
i  of  a  disposition  to  submit,  the  detachments  were 
(  directed  upon  this  point,  the  value  of  which  has  been 
:  staled. 

I  In  respect  to  the  affair,  I  have  already  made  brief 
I  but  sufficient  report;  that  officers  andsoldiers  evinc- 
ed the  highest  spirit  and  gallantry  in  the  presence  of 
i  the  enemy,  is  a  matter  of  course;  but  all  exhibited 
I  under  every  circumstance  of  continued  fatigue  and 
j  of  privation  of  food,  the  higher  excellence  of  patient 
and  unrepining  endurance. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  zealous  support  and  ex- 
I  ertions  of  lieut.  col.  Garland,  of  the  4lh,  inaj.  Piym- 
j  ton,  of  the  2d,  major  Belknap,  of  the  8th,  and  capt. 
Ker,  of  the  2d  dragoons; — the  two  first  and  the  last 
gave  a  fine  example  in  presence  of  the  enemy — the 
third,  as  before  stated,  had  been  detached  in  a  difl'c- 
rcnt  direction. 

On  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  I  have  received 
the  zealous  and  intelligent  support  of  maj.  Cooper, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  and  lieut.  Sprague,  aid-de- 
camp to  the  command. 

I  submit  herewith  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded, 
and  in  connection  would  add  that  assistant  surgeon 
Simmons,  present  with  the  troops,  has  evinced  high 
and  intelligent  activity  in  the  field,  and  given  prompt 
professional  attendance  to  those  needing  his  assist- 
ance. Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

Signed,  W.  J.  WORTH,  Col.  ComUlg. 

The  JIdjutant  General,  U.  Stales  Jlrmy,  head-quarters, 
Washington. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  affair  ot  the  19th 
instant,  with  the  hostile  Indians  in  the  Big  Ham- 
mock* of  Palaklakalia. 

Killed.  Private,  Augustus  R.  Wandall,  company 
K,  2d  dragoons. 

Wounded.  Sergeant,  Theodore  Bingham,  K  com- 
pany, 2d  dragoons — severely  in  the  breast  and  right 

Private,  Thomas  G.  Roberts,  K  company,  dra- 
goon— severely  in  the  left  arm. 

Private,  John  Hitchcock,  K  company,  2d  dra- 
goons— slightly. 

Private, Joice,  E  company,  2i  infantry — se- 
verely in  the  left  side. 

Signed.  S.  COOPER,  .Jss'i  Jd't  GniH. 

Ilead-quai lev's  ^trmxj,  Florida,  Camp  Pulaklalcaha, 
.Qpril  25,  18  12. 

General  Gaines  reached  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  on 
the  17th  ult.  Colonel  Boml'ord  and  capt.  Mordecai,  ' 
of  the  Ifnited  States  ordnance  department,  who  ar- 
rived at  Little  Rock  on  the  13th,  for  the  purpose  of'- 
iuspcctiug  the  United  States  arsenal,  having  aeeoni- 
plished  the  object  of  their  visit,  left  the  same  even- 
ing ill  the  steamboat  Horschel,  on  their  return  down 
the  Arkansas. 

"Palalka,  Matj  4,  1842. 
"IlallccU  Tustenuggee  with  about  80  persons,  in- 
cluding 2C  warriors,  came  in  at  Fort  MeClute  about 
the   1st   or  2d.     Some  Creeks  and   a    few  of  Sam 

Jones'  men  among  the  number."     [Smvuiiia/i  Gaz. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  submitted  a  plan  for 

the  reorganization  of  the   right  arm  of  our  national 


'  The  largest  of  a  succession  of  deuse  hammocks. 
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defence.  The  scheme  provides  for  **a  distrihiition 
of  duties  upon  the  principle  of  orderly  arrangement 
aiiottins  to  eacii  i)ranch  of  service  in  the  depart- 
ment its  special  bureau.  Thus,  it  is  proposed  to 
have  a  bureau  of  nav}  yards  and  docks,  another  of 
construction  and  repairs,  another  of  equipment  and 
stores,  another  of  ordnance,  &c.  The  whole  system 
appears  to  be  well  contrived  for  efficiency  and  eco- 
nomy. 

The  bill  on  the  navy  recently  reported  to  con-jress 
by  the  hon  ,Tohn  C.  ClarU,  recommends  tlie  establish- 
ment of  three  additional  grades  or  ranks — ,1hose  of 
admiral,  vice  admiral  and  rear  admiral,  and  to  fix 
their  pay  as  follows;  Per  anitttm. 

The  admiral,  at  all  times  in  .service,       $5,000 
When  on  leave,  or  waiting  orders,  4  000 

The  vice  admiral,  in  service,  4,.'»00 

When  on  leave,  &c.  3,.'>0U 

The  rear  admiral  in  service,  4.250 

When  on  leave,  &n.  .3,000 

The  rales  are  but  inconsiderably  higher  than  those 
now  paid  to  the  senior  captain,  captains  of  squadrons, 
or  captains  wailing  orders;  making  an  entire  addi- 
tional expense  of  only  $1,750. 

Paixh.\n  guns.  Wc  learn,  says  the  Boston  Mer- 
cantile Journal,  that  eight  Paixhan  guns,  sixty-eiiht 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

TtESDAT,  Mat  3.  The  revolutionary  legislature 
assembled  at  Providence,  Gov.  Thomas  Dorr,  deliv- 
ered his  inaugural  address. 

Mr.  Daniel  Brown,  a  member  of  the  revolutiona- 
ry assembly  arrested  at  Newport,  for  treason,  and 
admitted  to  bail  for  $10,000. 

Wedxesdat,  Mat  4.  The  charter  legislature  as- 
sembled at  Newport. ' 

The  revolutionary  legislature  passed  an  act  for 
the  registration  of  votes  throughout  the  state;  an  act 
repealing  resolutions  passed  by  the  (charter)  gene- 
ral assembly  at  their  late  session  in  regard  to  the  re- 
moval of  stale  properly,  the  recalling'of  state  arms, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  counsellors;  also 
an  act  repealing  "the  Algerine  law;'"  and  resolutions 
requesting  the  governor  to  inform  the  president  and 
congress  of  the  United  Slates  that  the  government 
of  the  stale  had  been  fully  organized  and  had  pro- 
ceeded to  business. 

Mr.  Wales,  one  of  the  delegates  from  Providence, 
offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  commiltee  be 
appointed  to  proceed  to  Newport  to  meet  a  similar 
committee,  if  the  general  assembly  at  that  place 
should  think  proper  to  appoint  it,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther any  plan  could  be  devised  by  which,  with  honor 


pounders,  are  to  be  immediately  shipped   from  this   'o  both  parties,  the  controversy  could  be  determined 
navy  yard  for  Portsmouth,  New  Hampsliire,  to  form  '  speedily  and  peaceably. 


part  of  the  armament  of  the  new  frigate  Cong 
now  fitting  for  sea. 

At  Singapore,  January  20,  U.  States  ships  Con- 
stellation and  Boston,  the  brig  Porpoise,  capt.  Ring- 
gold, and  Oregon,  capt.  Carr,  of  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, all  well.  Arrived  30th,  the  Vincennes,  and 
a  United  States  schooner,  at  Manilla,  to  leave  for 
Singapore  soon. 

The  United  States  ship  Columbia  from  Norfolk, 
anchored  in  the  North  River,  New  York,  on  the  4lh. 
Her  destination  is  the  East  Indies. 


"  Whereas,  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this  state,  for 
the  purpose  of  subverting  the  laws  and  the  existing- 
govct-nment  thereof,  have  formed  a  pretended  con^ 
stitution,  and,  for  the  same  unlawful  purposes,  have 
met  in  lawless  assemblages  and  elected  otKce'rs  for 
the  future  government  of  this  state:  and  whereas 
the  persons  so  elected,  in  violation  of  law,  but  in 
conformity  lo  the  said  pretended  constitution,  have 
on  the  third  day  of  May  Inst,  organised  themselves 
into  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  govern- 
ment, and  under  oath  assumed  the  duties  and  exer- 
cise of  said  powers:  and  whereas,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  a  strong  military 
force  was  called  out,  and  did  array  themselves  to 
protect  the  said  unlawful  organization  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  set  at  defiance  the  due  enforcement  of 
law.     Therefore, 

"Resolvcil  by  the  general  assembly,  That  there  now 
exists  in  this  state  an  insurrection  against  the  laws 
and  constituted  authorities  thereof,  and  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
Stales,  a  requisition  be,  and  hereby  is  made  by  this 
legislature  upon  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
forthwith  to  interpose  the  authority  and  power  of 
the  United  States  to  suppress  such  insurrectionary 
and  lawless  assemblages,  to  support  the  existing  go- 
vernment and  laws,  and  protect  the  state  from  do- 
mestic violence. 


"Resohed,  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  be 
requested  immediately  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  the  president  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  same  day,  the  governor,  senators,  secreta- 
ry of  state,  attorney  general,  and  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  by  invitation  of  major  Payne,  paid  a 
visit  to  Fort  Adams,  Newport.  The  guests  were 
carried  to  the  fort  in  the  barge,  and  were  received 
v/i!h  a  salute  of  fifteen  guns.  A  review  of  the  troops 
was  held,  and  the  governor  and  other  guests  express- 
ed their  gratification  in  the  highest  terms  at  the  dis- 
cipline and  appearance  of  the  men.  After  the  re- 
V,  the   governor  was  invited  by  major  Payne  to 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Legislature  avd  govervor's  message.  The  le- 
gislature assembled  on  the  4th.  There  having  been 
no  choice  by  the  people.  Gen.  Chauncy  F.  Cleveland, 
of  Norwich,  the  democratic  candidate  at  the  elec- 
tion, was  chosen  Governor  on  Thursday  the  5th. 
The  majority  over  Ellsworth  was  71. 

William  S.  Hollabird  was  chosen  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor by  the  same  process,  by  a  majority  of  65  over 
Booth,  the  whig  candidate.  Jabez  L.  White  was 
chosen  treasurer;  and  Noah  A.  Phelps,  late  collec- 
tor of  the  port  of  Middletown,  secretary  of  stale. 

The  governor  elect  was  escorted  into  New  Haven 
on  Thursday,  with  the  military  parade,  usual  in  that 
state.     On  Friday  he  delivered  his  message. 

He  goes  for  discriminating  duties  on  imports,  but 
insists  that  the  amount  of  reveiuie  shall  not  exceed 
the  expenses  of  government  econoniicaliy  adminis- 
tered, and  the  sums  necessary  for  defence.  He  is  in 
favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  land  distribution  law;  ap- 
proves of  Gen.  Jackson's  veto  of  the  bill  recharler- 
ing  a  U.  S.  Bank,  and  says,  "1  cannot  but  regard 
every  eftbrt  for  a  combination  of  moneyed  power,  in 
a  national  bank  of  any  description,  or  under  any 
form,  as  calling  for  the  patriotic  resistance  of  every 
friend  of  republican  liberty.  We  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  such  influences  now,  and  it  is  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  remain  so." 

The  school  fund  now  amounts  to  <52.044  255;  divi- 
dends to  the  schools  last  year  $117,493  (iO^whole 
number  of  children  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this 
fund,  84.230.  In  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue of  the  United  States,  Connecticut  devoted  one 
half  of  her  share  to  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  the  other  half  was  left  to  the  control  of  the  se- 
veral towns.  Many  of  the  towns  also  appropriated 
the  other  half  to  the  same  object.  The  governor 
recommends  "such  a  modification  of  the  law,  as  will 
secure  the  appropriation  of  the  whole  of  this  money 
for  the  support  of  common  schools." 

He  recommends  to  theattenlion  of  the  legisla- 
ture, the  banking  institutions  of  the  state,  as  needing 
a  thorough  reformation.  First,  as  to  the  application 
by  the  president  and  officers  of  some  of  the  banks, 
to  their  own  use,  of  a  large  part  of  the  funds.  Se- 
cond, the  practice  of  taking  usurious  interest.  Third, 
the  practice  of  making  dividends,  when  the  capital 
of  a  bank  has  been  essentially  impaired.  He  re- 
commends an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  bank 
commissioners. 

He  is  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  capital  punish- 
ment. The  amount  received  into  the  treasury  of  the 
state  during  the  past  year,  from  the  state  prison,  is 
13,000  dollars.  [Jour,  of  Com. 


The  resolution  was  rejected  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  senate  and  general  assembly  then  resolved 
themselves  into  joint  committee  for  the  election  of 
civil  and  military  officers.  The  appointment  of  the 
civil  officers  was  postponed  until  the  next  session. 
The  fo'lowing  are  the  most  important  of  the  milila. 
ry  officers  which  were  appointed: 

Americus  V.  Poller,  major  general;  Henry  F. 
Pooley,  adjutant  general;  Wm.  "Oldridge,  quarter- 
master general;  Arnold  Saunders,  commissary  gene- 
ral; James  S.  Lincoln,  division  inspector;  Jedediah 
Spraguc,  brigadier  general. 

On  the  same  Jay,  Gov.  Dorr  issued  the  following   inspect  the  arms.     A  fine  collation  was  served,  and 
proclaraation:  J  after  examining    the  fortifications,    they   departed 

(f  A«T«s,  the  general   assembly  on  the  3d  day  of  highly  pleased   with   the   attention  and  hospitality 
May,  1S42,  passed  the  following  resolutions:  ,  shown  to  them. 

"iifSc/[«/,  That  the  governor  be  requested  lomake  i      t;,„  „,„„  „     ■  j.  .  ,         .      rr,L 
known,  by  proclamation,  to  the  people  of  this  slate,  '  sun7em7n  2i<f^'„',?  ,".'         ^I'f  i""""   '"™n  o"'" 
that  the  government  under  the  constitution  thereof    ^Zh"!^  ^U  ?".".'?'  l^'^u  "^^""^  ""  ^T 

has  been  duly  organised,  and  calling  upon  all  per-  t"^T,  /' '»  ^''■•y '^POJ'?"!  "'at  the  persons  who 
.sons,  both  civil  and  military,  lo  conform  Ihemseves  ,;"  Ac  ,t?  ,,  !"  ?=",!,,  '"  "Pj",'  f  ^meless  v.ola- 
tosaid  constitution,  and  to  the  laws  enacted  under  r°hty  he  acc,',-t°H  ft ''''1''^'c'-'''^-  '!i  ''  *''! 
the  same,  and  to  all  other  jurisdiction  and  authoritv,   [  ^''t  of  "^^  accused,  and  the  ends  of  justice  demand 

duly  exercised  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  same."   '       :„,^n   '  "  In  h.^  i  ^"Tl^^  "'"'  "°\  ^''J""?™ 

,  „  .-'  .,,.,,,        "„  ''   provision  has  been  made  for  a  special  session 

bereas,  the  general  assembly  on  the  4th  day   of  the  supreme  court  in  all  the  counties. 

1842.  nas^ed  the  followino-  rpsnlir1inn«.  I        ^      ..  ,  _ 


Aul  1 


of  May,  1842,  passed  the  following  resolutions; 

"Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  further  requested 
to  call  on  all  persons  who  are,  or  may  become,  in- 
debted to  the  slate,  to  make  payment  lo  the  duly  ap- 
pointed officers  and   agents,  under  the  provisions  of 


On  the  same  day,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  of  the  revolu- 
tionary assembly,  was  arrested  at  Newport,  on  a 
warrant  issued  by  chief  justice  Durfee,  on  a  charge 
of  treason   against  the  stale,  and  held   to  bail  with 


poinicu  otlicers  and  agents,  under  the  provisions  of  ,,,,„  c„,.ut:.,, /c:,„f„.j  n  T  f  Vi-  .  '""-""''•'' 
said  constilution;  and  to  make  known  to  all  persons,  „  thl  '  ,  of  C'i  Of  n  .»  h  '  ^'"''°'^'  Hazzard,) 
that  no  payment  to  any  other  officers  or  agents  than  i '"  'l^"  """  °^ .  *^'"""  ^=''^''- 


those  aforesaid  will   be  considered  as  a  discharge  of '      ^Yarrants   issued  on  the  5th   instant  at  Newport, 
their  obligalions.  against  Joseph  Goslin,  the  general   treasurer,  under 

the   revolutionary  constitution,  Thomas  W.    Dorr, 

Jeremiah  Sheldon,  &c. 


"Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  call 
on  all  persons  who  are  in  possession  or  have  charge 
of  any  of  the  public  property,  to  deliver  the  posses- !      Fridat,  May  6.     The  charter  legislature  adjourn- 

sion  or  charge  of  said   properly  to  the  authorities  ed  at  2  o'clock,  to  meet   again  on  the  11th  lo  hear 

and  officers  acting  under  the  constitution  and  lav.s  of  the  president's  answer  to  the  requisition,  and  arrived 

the  state."  at  Providence  at  5  P.  M.,  and  were  there  received 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  governor  of  and  escorted  by  1,000  persons,  of  whom  250  were 
this  state,  do  hereby,  as  requested,  proclaim  and  '"  uniform  of  military  companies,  and  139  on  horse- 
make  known  said  resolutions  to  the  people  of  the  back.  The  Providence  Journal  remarks  that  it  was 
state,  and  call  upon  all  persons  to  conform  them-  got  up  almost  extemporarily  and  without  any  unu- 
=oi„„=  thereto,  and  to  govern  themselves  accordingly,  sual  effort,  and  was  composed  entirely  of  the  citizens 

""'■         '        '''  I   have  hereunto   set   my  of  Providence,  as   a  manifestation    of  their  respect 

of  -the  state  to  be  affixed  for  their  chief  magistrate  and  of  their  devotion  lo 


sel 

In   testimony    whereof,  I   ha 
hand,  and  caused   the  seal 

at  the  city  of  Providence,  this  4(h  day  of  May,  A.D, 
1842.  THOMAS  W.  DORR,  governcn: 

By  command  of  the  governor. 
Witness,  Wm.  H.  Smith,  sec.  of  stale. 


law  and  order.  When  it  is  remembered  tliat  the 
suffrage  procession,  last  Tuesday,  numbered  only 
about  1100,  from  the  entire  state, and  from  the  neigh- 
boring states,  after  months  of  preparation,  the  num- 

Thursdat,  Mat  5.  The  revolutionary  legislature  '  i:''ti?;finr'' tlfri^h.'i;.''/'"^'  ffu":  ""^  P^'-'i'^^'^'-'y 
adjourned  to  meet  on  the  1st  Monday  in  July  next.  [?,'?3'''^''lS-^T^%^^f',^™.<;l7,ff  'h.^t  procession  too, 
The  charier  legislature  .still   in  session  at  No\vpon.'lll"'^ZZlfnh^    F  /u'  "umbers.     The 

..-. . ° -.:    -    .. .-  .      ..   f^-.    .  oo'ie  and  muscle  ol  the  City  were  there;  old  men- were 

there  who  were  not  accustomed  to  participate  in  any 

"''"   ""'  young  men  wlio  are  ready  at  a 

_    to  defend  the  satety  and  honor  of 

ie»u,uuo„s    maKinira  renn,    ,    ■     ^^^^^'     Tbroughoul  the  whole  route,  the  proces- 

:oV"r7me"nrvr:rsfstan"e'Tn!ri^r"j"':ri!;{ ""''''°'  '^'"-  ^' "-  -"- 


Its  committee  for  counting  the  votes  made   the  fol 

lowing  report;  I  nubile  narid 

Whole  number  of  votes  for  governor,  7,080;  Sam-  |  moment's  wa 
uel  W.  King,  has  4,864;  scattering,  5.  .,    |  fjjg 

Mr.  Clarke  presented  resolutions,  making  a  requi-  ' 
sition  on  the  general  government  for  assistani 
the  present  difficulties.  He  said  that  the  case 
templated  in  the  constitution  now  existed.  There 
was  a  strong  faction  in  opposition  to  the  laws,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  state  to  place  itself  under  the 
protection  guaranteed  by  the  constitulion,  in  order 
to  prevent  confusion  and  bloodshed,  llesolutions 
were  accordingly  passed  making  a  formal  demand 
on  the  president  lo  put  down  the  insurrectionary 
movements.  The  following  is  the  form  of  the  re- 
quisition; 


dows,  doors  and  steps. 

Barringtoa  Anthony  arrested  at  Providence,  and 
held  to  bail  in  tlie  sum  of  §4,000. 

Several  members  of  the   suffrage  legislature  re- 


A  large  meeting  held  at  Providence,  furious  ad- 
dresses made,  and  the  following  resolution  adopted: 

Resohed,  That  Thomas  \V.  Dorr,  the  governor  of 
our  state,  be  requested  personally  to  represent  at  the 
»3at  of  government  the  cause  of  the  people  of  Rhode 


letj 
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Island,  and  to  convey  our  protest  against  the  em- 
plojment  of  the  national  forces  in  the  settlement  of 
a  question  involving  the  rights  of  the  people  to  es- 
tablish or  change  their  form  of  government. 

On  the  next  day,  Monday  the  9(h,  Gov.  Dorr  ar- 
rived at  Washington.  On  Monday  the  9th,  Benjamin 
Arnold,  jr.  was  arrested  at  providence  on  the  charge 
of  treason.  He  pleaded  not  guilty,  refused  to  find 
bail  in  the  sum  of  $4,001),  though  he  could  easily 
have  obtained  it,  and  was  committed  to  prison.  An 
ineffectual  attempt  was  made  on  the  8th  to  arrest 
Mr.  Sayles,  at  Woonsocket.  The  officer  was  intimi- 
dated by  the  crowd  of  his  friends,  who  on  the  next 
day  adopted  resolutions  for  resisting  all  arrests  in 
that  village,  and  to  send    Mr.  Sayles  to  Washington. 

On  Wednesday  the  charter  general  assembly  re- 
assembled at  Newport  to  act  on  the  despatches 
which  their  envoys  to  Washington,  Messrs.  Ran- 
dolph and  Potts,  are  expected  to  bnng. 

Conneclicvt  mediation.  The  two  houses  of  the  Con- 
necticut legislature  have  passed  a  resolution  autho- 
rising the  appomtment  of  a  committee  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  otfering  the  mediation  of  the  state 
to  the  contending  parties  in  Rhode  Island,  for  the 
settlement  of  their  diflicullies. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Arnold  gave  bail  and  was  releas- 
ed; Mr.  WiUard,  also.     Joseph  Joslin,  treasurer,  w 
entered  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  §10,000. 


REVISED  TARIFF. 


Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury^  transmitting  a  bill, 

to  provide  revenue  from  iwpo7'ts,  and   to  change  and 

modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and 

for  other  purposes. 

Treasury  department,  J^Iay  9,  1842 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  29th  March  last,  requiring  (he 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  communicate  to  the 
house  "the  plans,  views,  and  information,  and  mat- 
ters, called  for  in  the  following  letter  addressed  to 
him  on  the  26th  February  last  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means:" 

Committee  room  of  ways  and  means, 

February  ,26,  1842. 

Sib:  I  am  instructed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  request  you  to  communicate  to  them  any 
plan  which  you  may  have  for  raising  the  necessary 
amount  of  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  go- 
vernment hy  an  increase  of  duties  on  importations, 
or  by  auction  duties  on  goods  imported,  or  otherwise; 
also,  any  plan  or  view  which  you  may  have  on  the 
subject  of  home  valuation,  cash  duties,  or  ware- 
housing system,  or  any  other  matters  incidentally 
connected  with  these  subjects,  and  especially  any 
information  which  can  be  afforded  by  your  depart- 
ment as  to  the  particular  article  imported  which  will 
best  bear  an  increase  of  duty,  and  the  amount  of  such 
increase. 

As  the  committee  are  now  ready  to  take  this  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  they  would  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive your  views  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  Re- 
•pectfully,  yours, 

MILLARD  FILLMORE,  chairman. 

Hon.  Walter  Forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  upon  the  subject  of 
taxing  "sales  at  auction  of  goods  imported  or  other- 
wise," with  a  view  "to  increasing  the  revenue,"  the 
department  is  under  the  necessity,  for  the  wknt  of 
more  full  and  distinct  information  respecting  it,  to 
defer  the  expression  of  any  opinion  in  reference  to 
the  expediency  of  the  tax  question. 

The  opinion  of  the  department  as  to  the  impracti- 
cability of  the  "home  valuation,"  provided  in  the 
compromise  act,  was  expressed  in  the  report  on  the 
finances,  made  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  and 
remains  unchanged. 

Various  substitutes,  proposed  with  a  view  of  se- 
curing the  benefits  promised  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  and  laboring  classes  by  such  valuation,  have 
been  considered;  but,  after  mature  reflection,  it  has 
been  thought  best  to  continue  the  existing  mode  of 
assessing  ad  valorem  duties,  so  far  as  those  duties  arc 
retained,  guarding  it,  as  far  as  practicable,  from 
abuse,  by  additional  precautions  against  fraudulent 
hivoiccs. 

The  plan  of  the  department  "for  raising  the  ne- 
cessary amount  of  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  government  by  an  increase  of  duties  on  importa- 
tions" will  appear  in  the  accompanying  bill. 

The  object  primarily  regarded  in  framing  this  bill 
was  the  supply  of  an  amount  of  revenue  supposed  to 
be  commensurate  with  the  probable  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment in  future  years.  The  limit  of  expenditures 
must  of  course  be  determined  by  congress;  and  all 
estimates  by  the  department  of  their  amount  are  ne- 
cessarily, in  some  degree,  conjectural.  In  reference 
to  this  matter,  it  possesses  no  means  of  forming  a 
correct  judgment  oth»r  than  those  which  are  equally 


in  the  power  of  every  member  of  congress.  The  de- 
partment can  go  no  further  than  assume  that,  what- 
ever expenditures  may  be  required  to  support  the  go- 
vernment and  mainloin  or  enlarge  our  system  of  na- 
tional defence,  will  be  certainly  incurred;  and,  being 
well  convinced  that  the  United  States  cannot  be 
placed  in  that  condition  of  entire  security  which  ap- 
pears to  be  called  for  by  popular  opinion  as  well  as 
demanded  by  our  highest  interests,  without  liberal 
and  parhaps  increased  appropriations  from  year  to 
year,  the  supposition  of  diminished  expenses  has  not 
been  entertained.  That  spirit  of  economy  which  for- 
bids prodigality  and  waste  is  not  expected  to  inter- 
pose to  frustrate  a  liberal  system  of  measures  for  the 
national  defence. 

A  secondary,  though  extremely  important,  object 
in  framing  this  bill  has  been  to  afford  some  relief  and 
encouragement  to  the  laboring  classes  and  the  me- 
chanical trades  of  the  country,  whose  interests  are 
now  languishing  under  a  severe  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, ruinous  depression.  While  it  is  conceded 
that  the  primary  object  of  duties  on  imports  is  the 
raising  of  revenue,  it  is  believed  that  a  proper  discri- 
j  mination  among  the  articles  made  dutiable,  as  wel' 
I  as  in  the  amount  of  duties,  may  be  rightfully  demand 
I  ed  by  the  interests  referred  to,  and  is  favorable  to 
the  interests  of  all. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  department 
on  this  subject,  it  became  necessary  to  institute  in- 
quiries in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
await  the  required  details  and  statements.  The  di 
lay,  therefore,  which  has  taken  place  in  reply  to  the 
leiter  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  as  well  as  to  the  resolution  of  the  house,  was 
necessary,  not  only  in  affording  the  opportunity  to 
those  who  are  connected  with  the  several  interests 
above  mentioned  to  present  their  views  on  matters 
vitally  important,  but  also  in  allowing  to  this  depart- 
ment some  reasonable  time  for  due  examination,  and 
for  an  equitable  and  judicious  arrangement  of  a  sub- 
ject so  complicated  and  delicate  in  its  character  as 
that  in  framing  a  system  of  dues. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
years  1842,  1843,  and  1844  exhibits  the  measure  of 
income  necessaary  to  be  raised  during  the  same  pe- 
riod: 

For  the.year  1841. 
Civil,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscel- 
laneous, military  and  naval,  as  esti- 
mated by  the  departments  $24,424,358  95 
Permanent  appropriations  932,000  00 
Debt  due  by  corporate  cities,  principal 

and  interest  135,900  00 

Parts  of  the  old  public  debt  5,000  (JO 

Three  and  five  per  cent,  funds  due  to 
the  stales,  including  the  sums  due 
to  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  under 
the  late  law  412,000  00 

Interest  payable  in 
1842,  on  the  loan  of 
1841  and  1842  §513,000 

Redemption  of  treasu- 
ry notes,  including 
interest  7,400,000 

7,913,000  00 


For  the  year  \6i3. 

Civil,  foreign  inter- 
course, and  miscel- 
laneous,military  and 
naval  §24,424,358  95 

Permanent  appropria- 

priations  932,000  00 

Debt  due  by  corporate 

cities  132,000  00 

Parts  of  the  old  public 
debt  5,000  00 

Three  and  five  per 
cent,  funds  due  to 
the  states  362,000  00 

Interest     payable     in 

1343  on  loan  1,003,000  00 

Redemption  of  treasu- 
ry notes,  including 
interest  5,300,000  00 


33,822,258  94 


For  the  year  1844. 

Civil,  foreign  inter- 
course, and  miscel- 
laneous,militarv  and 
naval  '        §34,424,358  95 

Permanent  appropria- 
tions 931,000  00 

Debt  due  by  corporate 
cities  128,700  00 

Parts  of  the  old  public 
debt  5,000  00 

Three  and  five  per 
cent,   funds  due  to 


32,158,658  95 


the  states  100,000  00 

Interest     payable     in 

1844  on  loan  1,003,000  00 
Principal  of  the  loan, 

payable  January  1, 

1845  5,668,976  88 


32,262,035  83 

Total  98,242,953  73 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  probable  amount 
of  receipts  into  the  treasury  to  meet  the  expenditures 
during  the  years  above  mentioned,  provided  the  scale 
of  duties  on  impor(s  now  submitted  by  the  depart- 
ment shall  be  acceptable  to  congress: 

Probable  receipts  into  the  tretisury  in  1842. 
Customs,  to  June   30, 

1842  §8,000,000  00 

Customs,  to  December 

31,  1842  13,721.667  00 

Lands,  for  the  year  1,000,000  00 
Treasury  notes  issued  5,000,000  00 
Loan  of '1841  and  1842  11,331,023  12 
Miscellaneous  sources        150,000  00 

§39,202,690  12 

Probable  receipts  for  1843. 
Customs  27,443,335  00 

Lands  2,000,000  00 

Miscellaneous  150,000  00 

29,593,335  00 


Probable  receipts  for  1844. 
Customs  27,433,335  00 

Lands  2,000,000  00 

Miscellaneous  sources         150,000  00 

29,593,335  00 

Total  §98,389,360  12 

It  will  be  perceived  that  among  the  estimated  re- 
ceipts into  the  treasury  the  fund  accruing  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  land  is  included.  The  duties  pro- 
posed in  (he  bill  submilted  being  in  many  instances 
higher  than  twenty  per  cent,  its  passage  will,  under 
the  terms  of  the  distribution  act,  restore  the  income 
from  the  public  lands  to  the  national  treasury. 

Annexed  isaschedule,  marked  D,  designed  to  show 
the  amoBnt  of  importations  in  1840  of  the  dutiable 
articles  included  in  the  present  bill,  and  of  the  reve- 
nue which  would  accrue  from  each,  at  the  rates  of 
duty  now  proposed. 
The  importations  assumed  as  the  basis 
of  revenue  are  seen  to  amount  to 
§93,817,985,  yielding  a  gross  reve- 
nue of  §32,603,335  27 
From  which  deduct  estimated  amount 
ofdrawbaek  on  merchandise  export- 
ed, on  refined   sugar   and   spirits, 
pickled  fish,  and  expenses  of  collec- 
tion 5,160,000  00 


Leaving  a  nett  revenue  of  §27,443,335  27 
In  the  existing  state  of  the  country,  embarrassed 
and  crippled  as  it  is,  fVom  one  end  to  the  other,  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
importations  during  the  present  and  two  following 
years,  (hat  can  be  fully  relied  on.  In  (he  port  of  N. 
York,  the  importations  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year 
were  much  less  than  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
the  year  1841,  and  in  the  succeeding  quarters  of  the 
current  year  tlie  disproportion  is  likely  to  be  still 
greater.  While  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  du- 
ties on  the  31st  of  December  last  brought  into  the 
country  a  large  amount  of  products  which  were  wait- 
ing for  that  event,  the  increase  of  duties  by  the  taritf 
now  proposed,  on  many  impor(ant  articles,  together 
with  the  cash  system  of  payment,  will  operate,  no 
doubt,  for  a  time,  to  check  importations.  There  are 
other  circumstances  to  discourage  importations, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  decline  in  the 
prices  of  some  of  our  staple  articles  of  export,  and 
the  large  state  loans  effected  in  Europe,  which  were 
paid  in  productions  of  foreign  manufacture,  and  are 
still  outstanding  as  a  permanent  balance  against  this 
country. 

Although  the  estimate  of  imports  for  (he  present 
and  two  next  succeeding  years  isgivcn  at  ninety  three 
millions,  it  is  proper  to  state  that,  owing  to  the  cir- 
cumstances above  adduced,  it  will  not  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  if  they  should,  in  the  average  amount,  fall 
short  of  the  sura  mentioned.  But  it  is  believed  that 
the  trade  and  business  of  the  country,  as  well  domes- 
tic as  foreign,  have  reached,  or  nearly  so,  their  low-  • 
est  poin(  of  depression,  and  that,  under  the  benign  in- 
fluence of  the  system  of  duties  proposed,  they  will, 
in  the  course  of  another  year,  begin  to  improve,  and, . 
atlhe  end  of  three  years,  recover  their  former  pros-  ' 
perily.  Under  this  expectation,  the  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee  are  limited  in  the  hill  to  three  years,  after 
which  period  it  is  expected  that  the  revenue  accruing 
from  other  sources  will  he  adequate  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent wants  of  the  goveinmeDt,  and  finally  to  extin- 
guish the  public  debt. 
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I  have  already  adverted  to  the  influence  of  tlie  sys- 
tem oi'  rash  duties  in  checking  redundant  importa- 
tions. Tlie  annexed  table,  marked  E,  will  show  the 
^  influence,  generally,  of  duties  upon  importations.  It 
does  not  comprise  all  the  articles  included  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  but  embraces  a  number  sufficientiii  amount 
and  importance  to  exhibit  a  complete  view  of  the 
principle  which  this  statement  is  designed  to  eluci- 
date. It  commences  in  the  year  preceding  the  rise 
of  duties  under  the  tnriffof  ]8i4,  and  extends  to  1840, 
inclusive,  so  as  to  embrace  the  periods  when  the 
highest  rates  of  duty  were  exacted,  and  that  of  their 
decline  under  the  compromise  act.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived, on  an  inspection  of  this  table,  tliat,  although 
the  increase  of  duties  was  followed  in  some  instances 
by  a  slight  falling  off  in  importations,  the  latter  soon 
rose  to  their  former  amount,  and  suffered  no  material 
diminution  under  the  operation  of  the  highest  rates 
of  duty.  » 

These  facts  are  persuasive  to  show  that  the  duties 
now  proposed  do  not,  in  the  mam,  exceed  the  true 
revenue  point,  and  that  the  increase  of  mcotne  which 
they  are  expected  to  yield  will,  whenever  our  (rade 
shall  have  resumed  its  regular  and  natural  course,  be 
realized. 

But,  should  even  a  different  result  be  experienced, 
and  the  foreign  supply  decline  in  a  ratio  exceeding 
that  of  tlie  increase  of  the  duties,  or  be  cut  off  alto- 
gether, it  by  no  means  follows  that  there  will  be  a 
corresponding  decline  in  the  aggregate  receipts  of  the 
treasury.  On  this  subject,  the  views  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  contained  in  his 
report  to  congress  made  in  December,  1822,  are  both 
pertinent  and  instructive:  "But  if,"  says  the  report, 
"contrary  to  present  anticipation,  the  proposed  aug- 
mentation of  duties  should,  before  the  public  debt  be 
redeemed,  produce  a  diminution  of  the  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  importation  of  those  articles,  a  corres- 
ponding if  not  a  greater  augmentation  may  be  confi- 
dently expected  upon  other  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States.  This  supposition  rests  upon  the  two- 
fold conviction,  that  foreign  articles  nearly  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  domestic  exports  will  be  imported 
and  consumed,  and  that  the  substitution  of  particular 
classes  of  domestic  articles  for  those  of  foreign  na- 
tions not  only  dues  not  necessarily  diminish  the  value 
of  domestic  exports,  but  usually  tends  to  increase 
that  value." 

I  desire,  however,  that  the  principle  in  view  of  the 
department,  in  fixing  the  rates  of  duty  upon  wool, 
cotton,  hemp,  iron,  and  the  manufactures  of  each  of 
those  materials,  as  well  as  from  leather,  should  be 
distinctly  understood.  They  were  regarded  as  ob- 
jects of  great  national  concern,  and  their  permanent 
supply  at  home  essential  to  our  real  independence. 

Although  it  is  admitted  that  an  entire  home  supply 
cannot  be  hnmedlciUhj  attained  without  actual  or  at 
least  possible  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  a  portion 
of  the  American  people,  yet  the  imposition  of  duties 
at  such  rates  as  shall  tend  gradually  but  certainly  to 
increase  such  supply,  while  they  no  more  than  meet 
the  absolute  wants  of  the  treasury  in  the  meantime, 
is  deemed  to  be  not  only  expedient  in  itself,  but  enti- 
tled to  rank  among  the  obligatigns  of  government  to 
the  whole  country. 

There  are  other  articles  which,  though  not  strictly 
classed  among  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life  or 
means  of  national  defence,  are  yet  of  great  conveni- 
ence and  importance;  and  the  extent  and  variety  of 
labor  employed  in  their  production  are  such  as  to  call 
for  the  favorable  notice  of  government. 

With  regard  to  the  influence  of  duties  upon  prices 
in  our  home  market,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  much 
at  this  time,  'i'he  subject  was  briefly  considered  in 
my  report  on  the  finances  in  December  last,  and  1 
will  only  add,  in  this  place,  that  the  additional  cost, 
if  any,  to  the  consumer  of  imported  articles  or  those 
of  a  like  description  produced  at  home,  arising  from 
the  imposition  of  duties,  is  not  the  single  point  to  be 
regarded  in  determining  whether  or  not  such  duties 
are  to  be  treated  as  a  positive  uncompensated  burden. 
We  are  to  look  much  further,  and  ascertain  their 
effect  in  extending  the  home  market  of  our  agricul- 
tural products,  and  their  influence  upon  the  value  of 
land  and  of  labor  of  all  descriptions.  In  such  a  sur- 
vey it  will  be  found  that  the  benefit  thus  accruing 
will  be  enhanced  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease, if  any,  in  the  cost  of  dutiable  articles;  while 
the  yearly  produce  of  the  country,  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing,  the  yearly  earnings  of  tlie  people,  are 
thus  materially  enlarged;  all  this  being  but  the  natu- 
ral consequence  of  the  great  truth,  that  labor  and  in- 
dustry are  the  true  source  of  natural  wealth  and 
prosperity;  and  of  another  truth,  plainly  resulting 
from  the  first,  that  the  earnings  of  labor  and  industry 
are  much  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  encourage- 
ment tliey  receive,  and  to  the  variety  of  employment 
which  may  be  offered  to  their  pursuits. 

With  a  view  to  guard  thb  revenue  against  fraudu- 


lent undervaluations,  which  cannot  be  entirely  pro- 
vented  by  the  scheme  of  (ul  vahretii  duties,  specific 
duties  are  proposed  in  nearly  ail  cases  when  practi- 
cable. The  operation  of  the  system  of  specific  duties 
may  not  be  perfectly  equal  in  nil  cases,  in  respect  to 
the  value  of  the  articles  included  under  it.  IJutthis 
inconvenienc.e  is  more  than  compensated  by  the  secu- 
rity of  the  revenue  against  evasions,  and  by  the  ten- 
dency of  specific  duties  to  exclude  worthless  and  in- 
ferior articles,  by  which  purchasers  and  consumers 
are  often  imposed  on. 

In  assessing  ad  rnlnrcm  duties,  the  foreign  value  of 
goods  imported  has  been  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the 
,  duty.  In  ascertaining  this  value  by  appraisement,  it 
is  attempted  to  place  some  new  guards  on  the  reve- 
nue. But  it  may  be  worthy  of  consideration  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  advisable  to  adopt  a  regulation 
by  which  tlie  option  should  be  given  to  the  collec- 
tor, in  cases  where  supposed  undervaluation  in  the 
invoices  exists,  to  take  the  goods  for  tlie  use  of  the 
government,  on  paying  the  importer  for  the  same 
at  the  value  mentioned  in  the  invoice  together  with 
an  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  thereon,  and  the  avC' 
rage  of  costs  and  charges  on  the  importation  of  simi- 
lar goods. 

A  material  and  indeed  a  fundamental  considera- 
tion, which  reconciled  a  large  portion  of  the  country 
to  the  compromise  act,  was  the  home  valuation  which 
it  promised*  This  consideration  having  failed,  all 
parties  are  at  liberty  to  project  such  new  scheme  for 
the  adjustment  of  duties  on  imports  as  the  common 
interest  may  demand.  But,  in  attempting  such  ad- 
justment, the  spirit  of  concession  and  forbearance, 
which  should  characterize  every  measure  bearing  e.K- 
tensively  upon  various  and  sometimes  conflicting  in- 
terests, or,  speaking  perhaps  with  propriety,  in  this 
instance,  of  conflicting  opinions,  ought  to  be  observed. 
In  this  respect, and  this  only, can  the  great  principles 
which  entered  into  the  compromise  act  be  substanti- 
ally carried  out. 

The  system  of  cash  duties,  although  a  material 
condition  in  the  arrangement  of  the  compromise  act, 
must  now  stand  upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  In 
this  view  alone  it  is  recommended  to  congress.  The 
abolition  of  custom  house  credits  is  a  measure  sus- 
tained by  reasons  which  appear  to  the  department  to 
be  conclusive.  In  order  to  appreciate  the  advantages 
of  a  cash  system,  it  may  be  well  to  premise  that 
more  than  one-half  of  ail  the  imports  from  Europe,^ 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  tliose  from  other  coun- 
tries, are  on  foreign  account.  In  some  branches  of 
the  import  business,  (siiks,  for  instance),  American 
merchants  have  given  place,  almost  entirely,  to  fo- 
reigners. The  causes  which  have  induced  this  state 
of  things  are  various,  and  may  not  be  equally  opera- 
tive. It  is  believed,  however,  that,  among  these 
causes,  our  credit  system  may  not  have  been  v/ith- 
out  some  influence.  But.  waiving  all  discussion  of 
this  point  at  present,  the  fact  that  so  large  an  amount 
of  this  import  business  is  now  in  foreign  hands,  and 
that  the  advantages,  if  any,  of  the  credit  system  ac- 
crue in  a  great  measure  to  them,  is  a  consideration 
not  to  be  disregarded.  Another  consideration  of 
great  weight  in  this  rnjtter  is  the  circumstance  that 
the  fluctuations  and  revulsions  so  frequently  experi- 
enced in  our  great  marts  of  foreign  commerce,  the 
efteets  of  wliich  have  been  as  often  felt  throughout 
the  whole  country,  are  to  be  ascribed,  to  some  ex- 
lent,  to  the  facilities  afforded  by  our  system  of  cus- 
tom house  credits.  They  are  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, a  lone  of  money  to  the  amount  of  the  duties, 
by  the  government,  to  the  importing  merchant.  The 
credit  itself  becomes  a  capital  in  trade,  and  serves  to 
stimuhte  and  progressively  enlarge  that  portion  of 
the  import  business  which  rests  wholly  on  a  fictitious 
basis. 

It  may  be  true  that  men  of  small  capital,  or  with- 
out any  capital  at  all,  would  be  benefited  by  obtain- 
ing credit  from  the  government;  but  it  is  not  less  true 
that  the  claim  to  this  extraordinary  indulgence,  if  it 
exist  at  all,  attaches  solely  to  tlie  American  merchant, 
and  belongs  in  no  way  to  foreigners.  It  is,  more- 
over, worthy  of  remark,  that  in  a  sound  condition 
of  the  trade,  when  foreign  supplies  are  really  called 
for  by  the  wants  of  the  country,  the  means  of  pay- 
ing the  duties  are  ensured  by  the  prospect  of  a  ready 
market,  or  may  be  obtained  upon  the  credit  and  re- 
sponsibility of  the  importer,  in  the  community  wliere 
he  resides.  If  he  dues  not  possess  this  credit  or 
responsibility,  among  his  neighbors,  there  appears 
no  very  good  reason  wfiy  he  should  be  trusted  by 
the  government.  The  security  which  he  ofl'ers 
in  the  one  ease  would  be  equally  attainable  in  the 
other. 

The  system  of  credits,  established  in  the  infancy 
of  our  commerce,  when  there  was  but  little  capital 
in  the  country,  and  the  import  business  was  on  a  foot- 
ing totally  ditiiirent  from  what  it  now  is,  might  have 
been  productive  of  real  advantage.  But  the  state  of 
things  which  attended  its  establishment  no  longer  con- 


tinues. Capital  is  sufflciently  abundant  for  the  sup- 
plying the  country  with  foreign  products,  and  much  of 
the  trade  itself  has  been  shifted  from  American  to 
foreign  hands. 

Among  the'  direct  advantages  expected  to  arise 
from  the  cash  system  is  its  tendency  to  check  over- 
trading, and  to  restrain  importations  v/ilhin  limits 
indicated  by  the  wants  of  the  country  and  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  its  exchangeable  surplus.  It  needs 
no  labored  argument  or  research  to  prove  that  the 
present  embarrassment  in  all  our  departments  of  la- 
bor and  enterprise  have  arisen  very  much  from  over- 
trading, nor  does  it  require  much  discussion  to  show 
that  the  spirit  of  overtrading  and  reckless  adven- 
ture has  been  favored  by  the  system  of  custom  house 
credits. 

Another  advantage  of  the  cash  system,  no  less  ob- 
vious, is  the  reduction  of  expenses  incident  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue.  The  number  of  custom 
house  bonds  outstanding  and  unpaid  is  very  great, 
and  the  amount  of  money  lost  through  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  importers  and  their  sureties  must  amount 
to  some  millions.  There  is  no  reasonable  probabili- 
ty that  such  losses  would  cease  to  occur  hereafter. 
Add  to  tills  the  expenses  of  litigation,  which  in  many 
cases  are  enormous. 

Cfonnected  with  the  subject  of  cash  duties  is  that 
of  the  warehousing  system,  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  department  has  been  anxiously  directed.  The 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  article  1,  section 
9,  declares  that  "no  preference  shall  be  given"',  by 
any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the 
ports  of  one  state  over  those  of  another." 

It  is  manifest  that  under  this  restraint  a  ware- 
housing system,  if  established,  must  be  universal. 
Regarded  in  this  light,  the  policy  of  the  measure,  as 
well  as  the  expense  attending  its  practical  operation, 
are  matters  of  grave  importance,  and  require  more 
consideration  than  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  the 
department  to  bestow  upon  them.  The  whole  sub- 
ject is  therefore  left  to  the  better  judgment  of  con- 
gress. 

Some  modifications  are  proposed  of  the  laws  re- 
gulating the  drawback  of  duties.  The  time  within 
which  goods  can  be  exported  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back is  found  by  experience  to  be  unnecessarily 
long.  The  bill  proposes  one  year,  as  in  the  earlier 
laws.  It  proposes,  also,  to  retain,  as  formerly,  for 
the  use  of  government,  and  to  re-imburse  expenses 
incurred,  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  all  drawbacks 
of  duties  on  goods  imported,  other  than  foreign  re- 
fined sugar,  in  respect  to  which  it  has  been  thought 
necessary  to  retain  ten  per  cent,  of  the  drawback, 
in  order  to  prevent  or  check  the  interference  which 
would  otherwise  take  place  with  our  commercial 
and  manufacturing  interests.  The  drawback  on  su- 
gars refined,  and  spirits  distilled  from  molasses  in 
the  United  States,  has  also  been  modified  according 
to  the  proposed  changes  in  the  rates  of  duty. 

Suggestions  from  various  quarters  have  beenjnade 
to  the  department,  as  to  the  policy  of  extending  our 
system  of  drawback  upon  certain  articles  of  domes- 
tie  manufacture,  so  as  to  embrace  articles  manufac- 
tured from  hemp,  iron,  and  wool,  and  to  allow  upon 
the  export  of  those  articles,  when  manufactured 
solely  from  foreign  materials,  a  drawback  equal  or 
nearly  equal  in  amount  to  the  duty  paid  on  the  im- 
portation of  such  materials.  The  interests  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  would  no  doubt  be  promoted 
by  the  adoption  of  some  such  system  as  that  above 
recommended,  while  at  the  same  tune  it  would  pro- 
portionably  enlarge  the  sphere  of  manufacturing  la- 
bor. Tlie  objection  which  is  understood  to  liave 
been  urged  against  this  system  is,  that  it  cannot  be 
so  guarded  by  legal  provisions  as  to  secure  the  reve- 
nue against  frauds.  The  answer  has  been,  that  the 
exposure  of  the  revenue  to  frauds,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  scheme  referred  to,  would  be  no  greater 
than  that  which  attends  the  allowance  of  drawbacks 
upon  the  manufacture  of  refined  sugar  and  distilled 
spirits;  and  that,  in  respect  to  the  latter,  the  experi- 
ence of  the  government  has  shown  that  few,  if  any, 
frauds  have  occurred.  Upon  this  subject,  however, 
the  department,  though  inclined  to  favor  the  idea,  is 
not  prepared  to  submit  any  specific  plan,  but  leaves 
it  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  wisdom  of  congress  may 
direct.         All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  FORWARD,  sec.  of  the  trea. 
Hon.  John  White,  speaktr  o/  l/«  Iwuse  of  rep. 

IJEPRESEIVTATION-ELECTIOXS 


RE.MARKS  OF  MR.  GOGGIN,  OF  VA. 

ON     THE      MANNER     OF    .REPRESENTATIVE     ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  GoGGiN  said  he  had  not  come  to  the  house  this 
morning  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  spsecli  on  the 
subject  now  before  the  committee.  He  had  looked 
but  little  into  the  question  involved  in  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from   New   Jersey,  (Mr- 
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H\LSTED,)  on  last  evening.  It  was  new  to  him,  and 
p-escnted,  at  first  view,  some  difficulties.  He  had 
nil  seen  the  amendment  in  print — it  not  having  beer 
p  dilished  in  the  morning  papers,  and,  in  the  confu- 
siin  which  prevailed  in  the  hall  on  yesterday,  it  wa? 
almost  impossible  to  hear  it,  when  read  at  the  tabli 
by  the  clerk.  He  had,  on  learning  its  purport  and 
its  object,  been  struck  with  its  novelty,  to  say  the 
least  of  it:  that,  viewing  it  in  this  light,  he  had  but 
a  moment  before  coming  to  the  house  this  morning, 
looked  at  Mr.  Madison's  exposition  of  this  clause  of 
the  constitution,  under  which  it  was  proposed  to  ex- 
ercise this  power,  and  take  from  the  states  the 
privilege  they  had  now  used,  under  tlie  constitution, 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  of  fixing  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  holding  their  own  elections  for  mem- 
bers of  congress.  He  had  risen,  he  said,  mainly  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  views  of 
one  so  able  and  so  distinguished  as  Mr.  Madison. 
He  did  not  propose  to  debate  the  subject:  he  had  not 
come  prepared  with  proper  referertces;  and  after 
sufficient  examination  of  the  subject,  to  enter  at 
length  into  discussion — he  would  leave  that  to  others. 
Mr.  Madison,  he  said,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
general  convention  which  adopted  the  constitution, 
he  might  be  well  supposed  to  be  capable  of  judging 
of  what  the  intention  of  the  franiers  of  that  instru- 
ment were,  and  what  was  their  meaning  and  the 
construction  that  should  be  given  to  particular 
clauses.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Virginia 
convention  that  passed  upon  the  ratification  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Slates;  and  it  was  in  this 
latter  body  that  he  gave  the  exposition  to  which  .Mr. 
G.  had  alluded,  and  which  he  would  presently  ask 
to  be  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  GoGGi.v  said  that  he  had  not  expected  this 


prise  him  if  carried  out;  yet  it  was  conceded  by  the 
idvoracy  of  this  resolusion,  which,  however,  he  had 
no  doubt  had  been  introduced  from  patriotic  consi- 
derations. He  did  not  impugn  or  suspect  the  motives 
of  centlemen  at  all. 

He  said  that  by  the  operation  of  a  system  which 
under  this  power  might  be  established,  he  and  his 
friend  and  colleague  near  him  (Mr.  Powell)  might 
be,  as  well  as  all  his  other  colleagues,  ousted  of  their 
seats  on  this  floor  as  representatives  of  particular 
districts — not  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  but  by 
regulations  adopted  by  congress— not  by  the  votes  of 
our  people  at  home,  said  he,  but  by  the  votes  of  those 
whom  we  have  never  seen — between  whom  and 
them  there  is  no  sort  of  sympathy,  and  who  can 
know  nothing  of  their  wants  and  wishes.  Instead 
of  having  twenty-one  members  here  from  twenty-one 
districts,  we  may  have  (if  congress  should  adopt  the 
general  ticket  system)  twenty-one  members  from  a 
single  district  in  the  state — the  districts  might  be  dis- 
franchised, and  who  would  be  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple for  such  an  outrage.'  Not  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, sitting  in  Richmond,  in  which  there  is  a  mem- 
ber from  all  the  counties,  to  give  an  account  at 
home,  hut  230  members  of  congress,  sitting  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  nine-tenths  of  whom  may  never 
have  been  even  within  the  Imiits  of  the  slate.  Under 
the  operation  of  such  a  system  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Powell,)  said  Mr.  G.,  though  preferred  as  their  re- 
presentative by  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  people  of 
Loudon,  Fauquier,  and  Fairfax  might  be  supplanted, 
and,  under  the  general  ticket  system,  another  or  oth- 
ers might  be  substituted,  whom  no  man  in  his  district 
may  have  ever  seen.  By  the  general  ticket  system, 
too,  if  adopted  and  enforced  by  congress,  it  is  admit- 
ted it  might  be,  a  majority  of  one  vote  in  one  hundred 


proposition  would  meet  with  favor  among  those  who  i  thousand   would    be   sufficient    to   send    twentv-onc 
professed  to  be  states  rights  men,  as  some  did  on  the    members  to  congress  from  Virginia,  when   49.999, 


floor.  He  used  not  the  words  in  derision.  He  used 
them,  not  only  as  a  Virginian,  but  as  an  American — 
as  one  desirous  that  all  the  rights  of  the  general  and 
state  governments  should  be  preserved  and  guarded 
in  exercising  either  powers  expressly  delegated,  or 
those  about  which  there  was  doubt.  On  most  of  the 
important  leading  topics,  he  had  been  willing  to  fol- 
low the  views  of  Mr.  Madison.     He  believed,  he 


Mr.  G.  said,  a  voice  which  he  recognised  as  com- 
ing from  a  gentleman  near  him,  was  heard,  saying 
the  authority  was  adverse  to  his  position.  He  said, 
gentlemen  might  entertain  difl'erent  "lews  about  the 
matter;  as  for  his  own  part,  he  was  very  clear  on 
the  point  of  expediency.  He  could  not  doubt  about 
the  intention  of  the  article,  when  Mr.  Madison  had 
declared  as  he  had  done,  that  it  was  thought  proper 
to  leave  the  regvlnticn  of  the  elections  of  representa- 
tives in  the  first  place  to  the  state  governments,  yet.  un- 
der the  ultimate  control  of  the  general  government, 
when  it  was  found  necessary  to  exercise  the  power, 
^^to  prevent  its  oirn  dissolutum.^^  If  (said  he)  gentle- 
men think  this  authority  sustains  their  position,  in- 
stead of  the  one  he  maintained,  they  were  welcome 
to  the  benefit  of  it — high  as  he  admitted  it  to  be. 

For  his  own  part,  (he  said)  he  wished  it  to  be  un- 
derstood, distinctly  understood,  that  he  did  not  op- 
ftose  the  district  system,  as  regulated  by  the  states — he 
preferred  it  to  any  and  all  others;  he,  in  fact,  abhor- 
red the  system  of  election  of  members  to  congress 
by  genera!  ticket:  it  was  opposed  to  all  his  notions 
of  right.  Let  each  district  (said  he)  send  the  man 
of  her  own  choice  to  do  the  people's  business. 

He  was  only  opposed  to  congress  undertaking  to 
do  that  which  properly  belonged  to  the  states.  He 
was  willing  to  trust  the  legislature  of  Virginia;  he 
had  full  as  much  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  its 
members  as  he  might  have  in  a  majority  at  some  limt 
on  this  floor. 


CIVIL  APPROPRIATIOIVS. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CAMPBELL,  OF  S.  C. 

ON  THE  GENEH.\L    .\PPR0PRI.VTIOV   BILL,  DELIVERED    IN 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  .IPniL   15,   1842. 

Mr.  Adams  having  concluded  his  remarks,  (as 
heretofore  reported,  see  page  134.) 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the 
committee,  in  substance,  as  follows:  There  are  parts 
of  the  gentleman's  speech  who  has  just  resumed  his 


including  every  man   in   his   friend's  district,  might 

prefer   twenty-one   members,  of  which   his   friend 

might  be  one. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  entered  his  solemn  protest  against 

the  exercise  of  this  power.     We  had  gone  on  under 

our  present  system  for  half  a  century,  and  he  hoped   seat  inwhich  I  concur,  and  there  are  parts  which  I 

now  it  would  not  be  disturbed.     His  state  claimed  to   condemn  as  connected   both   with  our  foreign  and 
.,..,.,,  ,  ,         ,_      .        I  manage  her  own  affairs,  in  her  own  wav.     Mr.   G     domestic  relations, 

said,  with  him,  that  (/ic  power  to  regulate  the  time, !  said  he  would  now  ask  the  clerk  to  read  the  remarks  \  I  cordially  concur  in  the  sentiment  which  he  has 
place,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  was  given  to  '  of  Mr.  Madison,  to  which  lie  had  alluded,  and  which  expressed  with  so  much  sincerity,  that  "our  counlry 
congress— but  on^'  to  be  ex-excised  ijnder  particular  '  he  at  first  only  designed,  in  rising,  to  have  read  1  may  always  be  successful,  but  whether  successful  or 

circumstances      Cases  might  arise,  m  which  the  le-       The  clerk  then  read  the  following:  I  not,  may  she  always  be  right!"    It  is  a  noble  senti- 

gislatures  of  the  states, /o.iing  to  make  tl  e  necessa-       "Mr.  Monroe  wished  that   the  honorable  gentle- '  ment,  worthy  of  the  gentleman, 
ry  regulations,  that  then  it  might  be  proper  for  con- 1  man,  who  had  been  in  the  federal  convention,  would  '      I  also  concur  with  hin.  in  the  hope  that  the  bless- 
gress  to  interpose  to  prevent  a  dissolution  of  the  go-  ;  give  information   respecting   the  clause  concerning '  in's  of  peace  mrv  be  pre  erve^l  as'^long  as   hey  can 
vernment-tosuch  cases  did_the  wisdom  of  the  fra-   elections.     He  wished  to  know  why  congress  had  al   LeCi  hTonor    Ynd,'^.  otv^h  tarid ing^he   nuU^^^^ 


mers  of  the  constitution  look,  and  for  surh 

thought  necessary 

which  declares  tha 

holding  elections 

shall  he  provided  in 

but  the  congress  may. 

alter  such  regulat 

choosing  senators 

never  had  yet,  in  wMicuuwiiuioue  proper  lo  can  lo    that  ot  their  usual   sessions,  which  would  produce 

aid  this  clause  of  the  constitution:  "  1  he  states  shall   some  inconvenience,  and  was  not  necessary  for  the 


at  al    times 'and  "congress  m.y  at  sack  (""fs"-as  ;  object  of  regulating  the  elections.     But  it  was  ne- 

the   states,  failing  to  do  (heir  duty,  it  may  become    cessary  to  give  the  ?;encr^]  governmeiU  a  control  over 

necessary  in  order  to  carry  on  the  operation  of  the   the  time  and  manner  of  ehoosbg  the  senators,  to  pre- 

general  government.     T  he  states  had  so  far  alwavs  :  vent  its  own  dissolution  ,   o  P't- 

acted  in  the  matter- why  had  not  congress,'    Be-  i      "With  respect  to  the  other  point 

cause  no  emergency  li!>d  arisen  to  require   it      Con-   that  the  regulation  of  time,  place,'  and  manner°of 

gressand  the  sates  both  could  not  act  at  the  same   electing    the    representativesf  should    be    uniform 

tin^e:  .f  they  did,  the  states  might,  by  the  unanimous;  throughout  the  continent.     Some  states  might  reeu-i  •      ,     ■  ,  -        ,      ,  i       „ 

voice  of  the   legislature,  establish   one  system   for   late  the  elections  on  the  principles  of  eaualilv   and  "'''''''^''""''i'' '° ''''P'^  "^ '""'^ 

themselves  and  congress,  even  against  the   protest,  I  others   might  regulate  them  otherwise      This  diver        On   a  proposition  to  strike  out  of  the  general  ap- 


cussing  our  foreign  relations;  and  had  the  gentleman 

confined  his  remarks  to  them,  I  would  have  retained 

my  seat.   But  he  has  thought  proper  to  seize  on  this, 

as  he  has  on  many  other  occasions,  to  attack  both  the 

representatives  and   what  he  is  pleased  to  designate 

th       tit  I  ""^^  peculiar  institutions"  of  the  south;  and  to  some  of 

as  thougtit   ji^^gg  attacks,  although  they  have  no  reference  what- 

inner  ot  ^  g^^j.  ^^  jj^^  propositions  ostensibly  before  the  com- 

uniform   ^littee,  it  is  my  intention,  unless  called  to  order  for 


for  examp  e,  of  the  tweny-one  members  from  Vir- 1  sity  would  be  obviously  unjust.  Elections  are  regu- 
ginia  might  establish  another-the  two  governments  laled  now  unequally  in  some  states,  particulariy 
wou  d  thus  be  brought  in  conflict  and  the  question  1  South  Carolina,  with  respect  to  Charleston  which  is 
wouW  arise,  which  rule,  or  regulation  or  law  should  :  represented  by  thirty  membere.     Stwnld  the  peopc  of 


be  obeyed — that  which  our  own  people  at  home  had 
established,  or  that  which  might  be  forced  upon  us 
by  the  votes  of  the  members  of  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  all  the  north- 
ern states,  or  all  of  the  southern  states,  if  you 
please,  against  the  united  voice  of  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia.' 

Mr.  GoGGiN  said  he  would  beg  leave  to  ask  gentle- 
men if  they  had  considered  that  congress,  under  the 
power  now  sought  to  be  exercised,  of  districting  the 
'vhole  Union,  might  hereafter,  instead  of  the  district 
■1..  establish  the  general  ticket  sijstem  whenever  it 

said  several  members.] 

tlianked  gentlemen  for  the  admis- 
^eeded  that,  although  V'irginia 
'•ctricts  and  vviil  adhere  to 
'way — her  whole  sys- 
'o.  vote  in  the  ma- 
te said  such  a 
\  a  power  by 
■  would  sur^ 


any  state,  by  any  means  be  deprived  of  the  right  nf  suf- 
jrage,  U  was  judged  proper  that  it  should  be  remedied  by 
the  general  government.  It  was  found  impossible  to 
fix  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  election  of  re- 
presentatives in  the  constitution.  It  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  leave  the  regulation  of  these,  in  the  Jirst 
place,  to  the  state  governments,  as  being  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  situation  of  the  people,  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  general  govcrninenl,  in  order  to 
enable  it  to  produce  unifirmily,  and  prevent  its  oivn  dis- 
solution. And,  considering  the  slate  governments  and 
general  governments  as  distinct  bodies  acting  in  dif- 
ferent and  independent  capacities  for  the  people,  it 
was  )/joi(g-/i/  the  particular  regidaliom  should  be  submit- 
ted to  the  former,  and  the  general  regulations  to  the  latter. 
Were  they  exclu.sicety  under  the  control  of  the  stale  gov- 
ernments, the  general  government  might  caisily  be 
dissolved.  But  if  they  be  regulated  properly  by  the 
state  legislatures,  the  congressional  control  will  very 
probably  never  be  exercised.  The  power  appears 
to  me  satisfactory,  and  as  unlikely  to  be  abused  as 
any  part  of  the  constitution." 


propriation  bill,  the  salary  of  our  minister  to  Mexico, 
and  to  reduce  those  for  Austria  and  Prussia  One-half, 
the  gentleman  has  managed,  as  usual,  to  misplace 
many  of  the  common-place  topics  of  abolition.  He 
has  charged  the  representativesof  the  south  with  de- 
nying to  northern  and  western  gentlemen  an  equality 
in  the  privilege  of  debate;  he  has  designated  one  of 
her  institutions  as  a  plague-spot,  a  misfortune,  a 
crime;  and  he  has  stated  his  principal  objection  to 
our  minister  at  Mexico  to  be  that  he  had  promoted 
the  passage  of  "that  execrable  21st  rule  that  is  driv- 
ing this  union  to  its  dissolution." 

The  gentleman  does  not  properly  appreciate  the 
deep  and  abiding  attachment  of  the  people  of  this 
country  to  the  union,  if  he  supposes  it  is  to  be  dis- 
solved because,  forsooth,  the  abolitionists  are  not  al- 
lowed to  convert  this  hall  of  legislation  into  an  arena 
for  incendiarism  to  play  off  its  antics.  No,  sir,  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  this  monument  of  our 
political  wisdom  and  glory  commenced  with  the  birth, 
has  grown  and  strengthened  with  the  growth  and 
strength  of  the  country,  and  will  continue  to  grow 
and  strengthen,  in  despite  of  the  combined  etlbrts, 
here  and  elsewhere,  of  domestic  fanatics  and  foreign 
emissaries. 

From  what  quarter  of  the  union  was  a  petition 
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first  presented  to  this  house  for  its  dissolution?  Not 
from  the  section  formerly  represented  hy  onrpre- 
sent  minister  to  Mexico,  or  by  any  a:entleman  who 
voted  for  the  21st  rule;  but,  1  am  sorry  to  sav,  from 
the  section  of  country  represented  in  pnrtby  the  G:en- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  himself!  Who  was  fonnd 
on  this  floor  to  l,>e  the  standard  bearer  of  tliis  nefa- 
rious petition?  Not  our  present  minister  to  Mexico, 
or  any  representative  from  the  slaveholdincc  sta'es, 
but  every  eye  is  turned  to  the  gentleman,  and  every 
voice  is  prepared  to  say,  *'thnu  art  the  man."  Yes, 
he  who  once  ministered  as  Ihe  hijjh-priest  at  its  altar 
was  the  first  to  violate  its  sanctity! 

Monstrous  however,  as  this  petition  was,  it  only 
prayed  for  the  peaceful  accomplishment  of  an  ob- 
ject to  which  hundreds  of  petitions  attempted  to  be 
intruded  upon  the  house  indirectly  tend,  through 
scenes  of  contention  and  blood. 

Many  things,  evil,  evil  in  themselves,  are,  throua;h 
the  wise  dispensations  of  Providence,  made  prnduc- 
live  of  ^ood    never  contemplated  by  their   authors, 
and  such  must  he  the  effect  of  the  petition  to  which  I    dered  durinn  that 
have  alluded.  For,  althouE!;h  it  has  afforded  humiliat-i  far  beyond  the  2Ist 


no  more  riccht  to  refuse  to  receive  it  than  they  have 
to  receive  any  other,  the  a-i'itation  of  which  would 
be  productive  of  discord  and  danp:erous  to  the  vmion, 
or  over  which  congress  can  exercise  no  fii!:htrul  ju- 
risdiction. On  the  vote  on  the  reception  of  the  pe- 
tition of  a  similar  charar'ter  oflered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Giddi.vgs,)  the  affirmative  vote  was 
only  2,5. 

I  hope  that  gentlemen  from  non-slaveholdin2:  states 
who  have  stood  tip  here  in  defence  of  the  constitution, 
and  have  resisted  the  agitation  of  abolitionism  on  this 


tlemen  on  this  floor,  that  slavery  is  a  great  moral 
and  political  evil,  which  has  weiahec!  and  is  weighing 
like  an  incubus  on  the  south.  This  is  an  admission, 
or  rather  assertion,  which  no  representative  of  the 
south  is  authorised  to  make. 

I  admit  that  slavery,  like  all  other  human  institn- 
tions,  has  its  evils;  but  I  deny  that  the  south  has  lan- 
guished under  its  influence,  or  that  her  progress, 
either  morally  or  politically,  has  been  retarded  by  its 
existence  among  us. 

It  is  true,  as  a  general  remark,  that  population  has 


floor,  will  not  forget  these  votes,  by  v\'hich  the  21st    advanced  less  rapidly  in  the  slaveholding  than  in  thi 

rule  has  in  effect  been  declared  constitutional  by  a  1  non-slaveholding  states;  but,  if  you  understand   the 

lane  majority  of  both  parties  from  every  part  of  the    geography  of  the  country,  its  soil  and  climate,  you 

union.  v/ill  find  no  diificulty  in  tracing  this  to  its  proper 

But  this  is  not  all.     At  the  late  extra  session  a  rule  j  cause.     Theslavcholding  states,  with  few  exceptions, 

was  forced  upon  the  house  by  the  votes  of  a  large  i  stretch  along  on  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake,  the 

majority  of  the  whig  party  fi'om  the  non-slaveholding  '  Atlantic  ocean,  and  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  embracing 

states,  declaring  that  no  petitions  whatever,  except    the  peninsula   of  Florida,  more  Ihan  fifteen  hundred 

upon  subjects  referred  to  in  the  president's  message    miles.     Along  the  whole  of  this  extent  there  is,  with 

and  on  the  subject  of  bankruntcy,  should   be  consi-    few   exceptions,  a  belt,  averaging  in  breadth  from 

This  was  going  far,  very  :  forty  to  sixty  miles  of  low, sandy  country, interspers- 

ule.     If  we  have  a  right  to  pass   ed  with  sand-hills   and    unhealthy   sivanips,  whose 


ing  evidence  of  the  joint  influence  of  folly,  fanati-  j  such  a  resolution  for  one  session  we  have  the  same  '  poisonous  exhalations,  under  the  influence  of  a  south 
cism  and  passion,  its  presentation  here  must  con-  ,  right  for  another,  and  may  make  it  applicable  either  ern  sun,  are  almost  as  unfavorable  to  the  European 
vince  the  people  of  (he  whole  union  of  the  dangerous  to  one  session  or  to  a  whole  congress.  I  did  not  vote  constitution  as  the  exhalations  of  the  Niger  or  the 
and  criminal  extent  to  which  the  pretended  right  of  for  this  rule  of  the  extra  session,  but  the  gentleman  Nile,  but  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  conge- 
petition  may  be  carried.  I  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Slade)  and    most  of  the  other   nial  to  the  African  race.     There  are  portions  of  this 

I  cannot  be  induced  to  attempt  a  personal  disre-  abolitionists  on  this  floor  did.  I  have  never  objected  region  of  great  fertility  and  in  the  highest  state  of  cul- 
spect  to  the  gentleman.  When  I  consider  his  vene-  to  the  consideration  of  a  petition  over  which  I  thought  tivation;  but  much  the  greater  part  is  too  poor  in  its 
rable  age  and  the  services  which  he  has  rendered  to  ;  we  had  jurisdiction  for  an  entire  session  of  congress,  '  native  stale  to  attract  a  dense  population,  until  the 
the  coiintrv,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  helive,  notwith-!  but  most  of  the  abolitionists  on  this  floor  have.  I  fertile  lands  of  the  v.est  shall  have  been  occupied, 

standing  the  presentation  of  that  petition,  that  he  is  I  Is  it  not  evident  from  the  statements  I  have  made  !  This  is  the  true  reason  why  population  has  n.it  ad- 
an  enemy  to  the  union.  But  the  very  fact  that  a  that  the  real  ground  of  complaint  is,  not  that  the  vanced  to  the  same  extent  in  some  of  the  others, 
gentleman  whose  biography  for  half  a  century  would  |  constitutional  right  of  petition  has  been  violated,  but  ,  For  example,  I  have  hoard  Kentucky  represented  as 
embrace  almost  the  entire  political  history  of  the  that  we,  by  the  21st  rule,  have  endeavored  to  pre-  almost  a  perfect  Eden;  and,  although  I  have  never 
country,  could  be  induced  from  motives  of  consci- !  vent  this  house  from  being  converted  into  an  auxilia-  visited  that  state,  I  have  seen  some  fine  specimens 
ence  to   present  such   a  petition,  is  only  additional  |  ry  abolition  society?  ;  of  her  productions  in  the  gmiis  homo  on  this  floor, 

evidence  of  the  necessity  of  Ihe  existence  of  a  rule  j  „,[][  ),gre  read  an  extract  from  an  editorial  in  the  ^"'^  ^''"  ''  "'^J  ^^  ^^"^  "'^''  "'''*'  ^"  ^^''  "atural  ad- 
more  comprehensive  than  any  which  we  have  yet  [  Qiobe  newspaper,  and  I  will  leave  it  to  gentlemen  to  vantages,  population  has  not  advanced  so  rapidly  as 
established  for  the  exclusion  of  subjects,  at  the  bot- ,  g^y  ^i^i,  how  much  truth  the  picture  is  drawn:  j '"  "'''  neighboring  state  of  Ohio.     The  cause  is  obvi- 

tom  of  which  lies  not  the  abolition  of  slavery  but  the  -'The  peopleof  the  south,  where  5  000,000of  white  ' '"'^-  Her  inhabitants  have  turned  their  attention 
dissolution  of  the  union.  men  exist,  are  irritated  and  inflamed  by  a  course  of  "^H  ""i"^*!  '»  pasturage.     Her  wealthy  piMprietors 

To  show  the  light  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  ]  abuse,  lying  and  insult,  if  paralleled,  certainlv  not  ^'"'■'^  purchased  the  farms  of  their  poorer  neighbors; 
gentleman  has  been  held  hv  the  legislature  of  at  least;  exceeded,  in  the  history  of  the  press;  and,  on  the  »""  blooded  hirses,  and  Durham  cattle  and  Berk- 
one  patriotic  non-slaveholding  state,  I  will  read  the  !  other  hand,  the  people  of  the  north  are  alarmed  by  shire  hogs,  have  to  some  extent  been  substituted  lor 
res&lutions  adopted  by  the  state  of  Ohio.  They  are  1  assertions  that  the  people  of  the  south— the  weakest  ™eii  and  w'omen,  who  m  their  turn  have  emigrated 
as  follows:  |  section  of  the  union,  but  numerieally  twice  as  strong    '«  cheaper  lands,  and  earned  civilization  still  further 

"WheredS  it  has  been  communicated  to  this  gene-^  as  our  fathers,  in  our  revolution,  for  the  purposes  of  wes'.  Few  states,  of  equal  age,  have  adva:iccd  so 
ral  assembly  that  John  Quincy  Adams,  late  chief  i  defence— are  plotting  to  enforce  on  them  the  lustitu-  rapidly  as  Tennessee  in  population  lor  the  last  ten 
magistrate  of  this  union,  and  now  a  representative  in  [  tution  of  African  slavery.     If  congress  passes  a  law  ,  years. 

congress  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  has  pre- 1  that  incendiary  writings,  calculated  to  wake  up  in- 1  But  let  us  look  at  this  subject  in  another  aspect, 
sented  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  j  siirrection  amongst  the  slaves  of  the  south,  shall  not  I  The  productions  of  the  slave  labor  of  the  south  is  one 


States  a  petition  from   American   citizens,  prayin 
that  congress  may  dissolve  this  confederacy.   There- 
fore be  it 

Resolved  hy  the  general  assembhj  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
That  John  Quincy  Adams,  of  iVIassachusetts,  in  aid- 
ing to  give  publicity  and  importance  to  this  treasona- 
ble proposition,  has  subjected  himself  to  the  merited 
censure  and  reprehension  of  his  countrymen. 

'"Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  as- 
sembly, the  house  of  representatives  of  the  Uniteil 
Slates  owe  it  to  themselves,  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, whose  representatives  they  are,  to  stamp  the 
course  and  conduct  of  the  member  from  iVIassachu- 
setts with  the  severest  marks  of  indignant  disappro- 
bation and  censure." 

In  reading  these  resolutions  permit  me  to  express 
the  regret  which  I  feel  that  the  name  of  the  venera- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  included  in 
them.  I  regret  that  such  a  name  must  bear  through 
all  future  time  the  unenviable  reputation  of  having 
been  the  l^rst  to  present  a  petition  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  union.  But  although  the  first,  he  is  not  the 
last.  It  is  a  misfortune  that  even  bad  examples  set 
by  gentlemen  of  reputation  will  have  humble  imita- 
tors, and  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Giddivgs), 
•who  has  recently  returned  to  his  constituents  under 
the  censure  of  this  bouse  for  certain  resolutions 
which  he  afterwards  presented  in  the  Creole  case, 
soon  followed  his  example.  This  gentleman  will  be, 
I  suppose,  returned  to  us  from  his  particular  district, 
which, -from  all  accounts,  is  as  wrong  in  politics  as 
he  is  himself;  but  I  doubt  not  that  the  resolutions  I 
have  read  are  approved  by  a  large  portion  of  his 
state,  and  that  his  conduct  will  be  regarded  with  the 
same  approbation  there  that  it  has  been  on  this  floor. 

One  other  benefit  must  be  obtained  from  these  pe- 
titions, not  contemplated  by  their  authors  or  by  the 
geutlemen  who  presented  them 

The  vote  on  the  reception  of  the  petition  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
stood  ayes  40,  nays  166.  Thus  we  made  up  a  record 
showing,  by  166  to  40  votes,  that  this  pretended  right 
of  petition  which  has  been  so  much  contested  is  a 
mere  humbug,  used  only  for  party  purposes.  Where 
were  the  tender  consciences,  the  constitutional  scru- 
ples of  gentlemen,  when  they  were  called  on  to  say 
ay  or  no  on  the  reception  of  this  petition?    They  had 


be  scattered  throughout  the  south  by  the  United  States  !  of  the  principal  means  by  which  this  nation  has  risen 
mail,  it  is  an  outrage  on  the  north.  If  the  southern  :  to  its  present  commercial  importance.  After  supply- 
states  prohibit  incendiaries  from  preaching  insurrec-  '  ing  our  manufactures  with  the  raw  material  of  ccJXr 
tion  to  their  slaves,  it  is  a  violation  of  the  liberty,  j  ton,  and  almost  the  entire  consumption  of  the  coun- 
of  speech  to  northern  citizens.  If  they  forbid  i  try  in  rice  and  tobacco,  those  three  great  staples  rais- 
the  printing  or  circulation  of  writings  and  papers  cal-  |  ed  in  a  section  of  the  country  containing  less  than  a 
ciliated  to  produce  the  same  end  within  their  own  i  third  of  the  population,  constitute  more  than  two- 
limits,  and  amongst  their  own  people,  the  liberty  of  j  thirds  of  the  exports  of  the  domestic  produce  of  the 
the  press  is  invaded  to  the  northern  people.  If  they  |  whole  union.  To  say  nothing  of  rice  and  tobacco, 
protest  against  the  passage  of  laws  by  the  northern  i  the  single  article  of  cotton  produced  at  tlie  south,  in 


states  by  which  the  law  of  congress,  passed  in  pu 
suance  of  the  constitution,  is  nullified,  and  their  fugi- 
tive slaves  are  taken  from  thein,  it  is  asserted  that 
they  wish  to  take  from  the  northern  people  the  rights 
of  habeas  corinis  and  trial  by  jury.  Thus  the  different 
sections  of  the  union  are  instigated  to  hate  each 
other.  In  the  mean  time,  stealthily  and  cautiously 
they  approach  their  object — a  dissolution  of  the 
union.  At  first,  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
not  the  constitution,  is  relied  on  to  support  their  dog- 
mas. Then,  if  the  constitution  protects  and  autho- 
rises slavery,  it  is  anti-Christian,  and  the  laws  of  God 
are  to  be  obeyed  before  those  of  men.  Then,  as  an 
alternative  between  abolitionists  and  the  union,  "let 
the  union  go."  At  length,  emboldened  by  proselytes 
and  encouraged  by  timid  or  unprincipled  politicians. 


Its  cultivation,  manufacture,  and  sale,  does  more  to 
feed  the  hungry  to  clothe  the  naked,  and  spread  ci- 
vilization among  men,  than  is  produced  by  ten  times 
the  population  in  any  other  part  of  the  worl ..  Ab- 
stract this  article  from  commerce,  and  you  would 
not  only  reduce  millions  to  wretchedness  and  want 
who  have  never  seen  an  .African  slave,  but  you  would 
cover  the  earth  with  barbarism.  The  possession  of 
this  great  key  of  commerce  will  do  more  to  preserve 
our  amicable  relations  with  England  than  would  an 
army  of  a  hundred  thoiisanil  men,  or  a  navy  twice  as 
strong  as  the  one  that  we  have. 

Does  it  appear  from  thisstatement  that  slavery  has 
weighed  like  an  incubus  on  the  country,  and  that 
our  advancement  has  been  retarded  by  its  existence 
among  us?     If  gentlemen  suppose  that  cotton  can  be 


they  take  a  political    position,  and    openly    declare  |  cultivated  extensively  for  export  where  African  sla- 


their  object  and  unfurl  the  banner  of  a  dissolution  of 
the  union."  , 

The  gentleman  has  pronounced  slavery  to  be  a 
plague-spot,  a  sin,  a  misfortune.  Sir,  it  will  be  a 
day  of  wo  to  the  south — it  will  be  a  time  of  lamenta- 
tion to  the  slaves — when  the  gentleman  succeeds  in 
producing  the  impression  that  it  is  sinful  to  hold  one. 
Men  of  tender  consciences,  of  virtue  and  of  piety, 
will  then  rid  themselves  of  this  description  of  proper- 
ty, and  the  poor  slave  will  be  left  to  toil  and  bleed 
and  sweat  under  the  lash  of  merciless,  unconscien- 
tious, and  avaricious  masters.  In  the  name  of  hu- 
manity I  declare  that  it  would  be  cruel  in  the  gen- 
tleman to  produce  this  impression  at  the  south,  if  it 
was  in  his  power  to  do  so. 

We  are  not  sent  here  to  discuss  questions  of  mo- 
rality and  religion;  but,  having  noticed  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  on  this  subject,  I  will  take  occasion 
to  express  my  unqualified  disapprobation  of  admis- 
sions that  I  have  heard  made  even  by  southern  gen- 


vtry  does  not  exist,  I  need  but  refer  them  to  the 
publics  of  South  America  and  Mexico,  where  the 
climate  and  soil  are  equally  advantageous.  From  no 
portion  of  South  America,  except  Brazil,  where  this 
institution  is  still  preserved,  is  cotton  a  valuable  ar- 
ticle of  export.  I  may  be  pointed  to  the  East  Indies, 
and  referred  to  the  great  increase  of  the  import  of 
cotton  from  that  region  into  England  for  the  last  year 
or  two.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  combined 
influence  of  the  present  condition  of  things  in  the 
east,  by  which  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy  has  been 
checked,  the  China  market  closed  against  India  cot- 
ton, and  to  the  strong  temporary  stimulus  of  English 
abolitionism.  1  would  be  pleased  if  a  candid  aboli- 
tionist (looking  at  Mr.  Slade)  would  inform  me  how 
far  the  abolitionists  of  this  country  depend  upon  aid, 
if  not  from  the  British  government,  at  least  from  Bri- 
tish subjects,  in  promoting  the  overthrow  of  one  of 
the  institutions  of  their  own  country? 

The  gentleman  from   Massachusetts  has  said  tl- ' 
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"Texas  was  cursed  with  the  sin  of  slavery  restored," 
and  even  he  was  forced  to  acknowledge  in  substance 
that  tlie  south  was  not  so  deeply  ijuilty.  Texas, 
guilty  as  the  gewtleinan  supposes  her,  has  never  forg- 
ed fetters  for  the  arms  of  a  freeman.  The  slaves 
wliich  she  holds  are  hereditary  bondmen,  taken  from 
this  country;  and  when  she  contrasts  her  rapid  pro- 
gress in  prosperity  with  Ihei.mbecileand  wretched  con- 
dition of  the  neighboringproviueesof  Mexico,  it  is  not 
likely  that  willi  all  the  imprecations  that  can  be  pour- 
ed upon  lier  head,  she  will  be  disposed  to  abandOTi  this 
institution. 

Xo  opinion  of  this  house  can  either  strengthen  or 
weaken  the  rights  of  ttie  slaveholders  of  this  coun- 
try to  hold  their  slaves.  We  hold  under  the  laws  of 
our  respective  sta'es,  guarantied  and  sanctioned  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion with  which  the  people  of  the  non-slaveholding 
states  have  nothing  to  do,  politically,  except  so  far 
as  they  are  bound  by  the  constitution,  which  binds 
lis  ail  together  to  maintain  and  support  the  institu- 
tions guarantied  by  that  instrument — obligations  that 
are  reciprocal  throughout  all  the  states,  and  which 
will  bind  the  people  of  the  south  to  go  to  war,  if  ne- 
cessary, to  protect  the  property  of  the  north  or  pre- 
serve tlie  integrity  of  the  territory  of  the  most  north- 
ern and  most  western  states  in  the  union. 

But,  although  irrelevant  to  the  subject  before  ^the 
committee,  and  only  authorised  by  the  course  vvfiich 
has  been  taken  in  this  debate  by  the  gentlemen  who 
preceded  me,  I  will,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
gross  injustice  of  taunting  usu[>on  this  subject,  enter 
into  a  brief  history  of  African  slavery.  The  African 
slave  trade,  as  is  known  I  presume  to  every  gentleman 
of  the  house  was  commenced  by  the  Portuguese,  at  that 
lime  an  important  commercial  and  navigating  people, 
about  the  middle  of  the  15th  century.  It,  however, 
made  but  little  progress  until  early  in  the  16th  century, 
when  the  Emperor  Charles  the  5th,  from  humanity, 
and  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  Indians  engaged 
in  working  the  mines  in  the  Spanish  West  India  Is- | 
lands,  authorised  the  importation  of  Africans.  From  1 
that  time  it  rapidly  spread  throughout  all  the  south- j 
em  European  colonies- on  this  hemisphere;  and  it] 
may  be  truly  said  that  the  south  has  never  had  the  i 
question  presented  to  her  under  circumstances  that' 
she  could  exercise  the  choice  whether  she  would  or 
would  not  allow  this  institution  to  exist  upon  hersoil.' 

I  have  seen  it  historically  stated  that,  as  early  "as  I 
1620,"  the  very  year  that  the  gentleman's  ancestors 
landed  at  Plymouth,  in  Massa^huscts,  "and  only 
about  thirteen  years  after  the  settlement  at  James- 
town, in  Virginia,  a  Dutch  vessel  from  the  coast  of 
Guinea  sailed  up  the  James  river  and  landed  the  first 
African  slave  tliat  was  ever  brought  to  British  Ame- 
rica." African  slavery,  then,  is  coeval  in  this  coun- 
try with  its  settlement  by  a  civilized  and  Christian 
race  of  men.  Not  only  African  slavery,  but  the 
African  slave  trade,  existed  through  the  entire  peri- 
od of  our  colonial  dependence  on  the  mother  coun- 
try, through  the  war  of  the  revolution;  during  the 
period  that  we  were  united  under  the  articles  of  con- 
federation; and  under  the  constitution  by  virtue  of 
which  we  are  now  assembled,  down  to  theyear  ItfOS. 
The  constitution  expressly  declares — 

"The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  slates  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  congress  prior  to  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight;  hut  tax  or 
duty  may  he  imposed  on  such  importation  not  exceed- 
ing ten  d(dlars  for  iJach  person." 

Thus  wc  sec  that  nut  only  African  slavery  is,  but 
the  African  slave  trade  was  expressly  recognised  by 
the  constitution  under  which  we  are  asserTibled:  a 
trade  which,  permit  me  to  say,  was  condemned  at  the 
south  before  n  was  at  the  north — a  trade  which  is 
now  condemned  at  the  south  as  much  as  it  is  at  the 
north;  and  a  trade  etfectually  to  suppress  which  I 
am  willing  and  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  he  who  will 
go  farthest;  but,  under  the  pretext  of  suppressing 
which,  I  am  nut  willing  that  the  Hag  of  my  country 
should  be  wantonly  insulted  by  the  cruisers  of  a  fo- 
reign power.  The  gentleman,  in  his  remarks  on 
yesterday,  spoke  of  it  as  a  remarkable  thing  that, 
while  a  member  of  Mr.  iMcuiidc's  cabinet,  he  should 
have  resisted  the  claim  of  the  linli^li  gM\(i  ii.ni'nl  to 
search  our  vessels  for  the  alleged  cilij.ri  ..I  -niipres- 
sing  this  trade,  while  southern  ^laviliohhis,  niruibers 
of  the  same  cabinet,  were  in  favor  of  it.  1  do  not 
think  that  it  is  at  all  remarkable;  for,  if  there  were 
any  portion  of  this  country  engaged  in  the  African 
slave  trade,  they  were  not  the  people  of  the  south;  and 
if  the  people  of  any  scc'tion  of  tins  country  are  inore 
interested  than  all  the  rest  in  suppressing  it  they  are 
the  people  of  the  sr)ulh.  Ju  addition  to  the  motives 
which  cipcratc  on  other  sections  of  the  union,  we  at 
the  soulli  h.iM  the  additional  motive  of  self  inlercM 
to  suppress  tin-,  tr.ide;  lor,  as  must  be  evident  to  all, 
the  introduction  of  every  additional  slave  into  auj 
of  the  West  India  Islauds,  or  on  any  part  uf  tho  con- 


tinent, increases  the  competition  of  slave  labor,  and 
reduces  the  value  of  those  already  here.'  This,  there- 
fore, as  the  gentleman  seems  to  suppose,  is  not  a  south- 
ern question;  and,  although  we  are  not  willing  that  En- 
gland should. he  permitted  to  prescribe  to  us  a  new  rule 
upon  the  subject  of  search,  neither  are  we  willing 
that  our  flag  should  protect  a  pirate.  I  acknowledge 
the  dilHculty  ofeiri"ient  action  on  the  part  of  the 
cruiser  of  either  nation  in  suppressing  this  trade 
without  a  niiitual  right  of  visitation,  attended  by  suf- 
ficient examination  to  ascertain  the  nationality  of  a 
suspicious  vessel  over  whose  deck  the  flag  of  either 
is  unfurled.  But  where  will  you  place  the  limit  be- 
tween examination  and  search;  or,  if  you  permit  the 
one,  how  can  we  insure  to  our  vessels  engaged  in  law- 
ful commerce  protection  against  the  abuses  incident 
to  the  other.' 

We  have  by  our  legislation  inflicted  no  wrongs  upon 
Africa,  certainly  nonosinee  1808.  It  is  different,  how- 
ever, with  England,  and  perhaps  her  zeal  may  be  in- 
creased from  a  desire  to  make  some  retribution  for 
the  great  sti  nulus  given  to  the  African  slave  trade  by 
her  ill-advised  emancipation  acts. 

I  will  read  from  a  British  Review  of  high  charac- 
ter, (Blackwood's  Magazine  for  July,  'lS.3;)).  I 
wish  the  accounts  v/ere  later;  but  this  debate  com- 
ing up  unexpectedly,  I  am  not  provided  with  them. 
After  showing  from  returns  laid  before  Parliament 
that  the  annual  production  of  sugar,  which  had 
for  seven  years  previous  to  1833  amounted  in  Ja- 
maica to  the  average  of  03,150  hogsheads,  had,  in 
the  year  1836,  been  reduced  to  61,604;  and,  from  ac- 
counts that  had  been  received,  would  probably  not 
amount  to  10,000  hogsheads  in  1839,  the  review  pro- 
ceeds as  follows: 

"In  short,  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  island  is 
totally  disappearing;  the  negroes,  in  the  great  majority 
of  instances,  either  will  not  work  at  all  for  any  wages, 
or  are  so  extravagant  in  their  demand  for  wages,  and 
so  irregular  and  inconstant  in  their  habits,  as  to  render 
it  altogether  impossible  to  continue  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  or  coffee  with  any  prospect  of  a  profit.  Unless 
some  other  race  can  be  introduced  who  will  supply 
their  place  by  free  labor,  and  they  peaceaby  retire 
to  the  mountains  in  the  interior,  tiiere  to  squat  and 
lead  a  life  of  savage  indolence  and  penury,  nothing 
is  more  certain  than  that  in  five  years  the  cultivation 
of  sugar  in  the  West  Indies  will  have  entirely  ceas- 
ed, and  nine-tenths  of  the  estates  will  have  irrevoca- 
bly reverted  to  a  state  of  nature.  Could  any  thing 
else  have  been  expected.'  St.  Domingo,  before  the 
emancipation  of  its  negroes,  produced  700,000,000 
pounds  of  sugar,  being  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
world  put  toge:ther;  now  it  imports  that  article  of 
produce.  *  *  *  »  No  other  result  could  possi- 
bly have  been  anticipated  from  a  measure  which, 
ho-rtever  well  inteiidod,  w-as  founded  on  such  absurd 
and  delusive  principles  as  the  slave  emancipation 
act.  The  principle  on  which  it  proceeded  was,  that 
five  years  were  sufficient  to  clothe  the  slave  with  the 
habits  and  desires  of  a  freeman,  and  render  the  tran- 
sition from  servitude  to  liberty  safe  and  salutary;  it 
may  safely  be  affirmed  that  five  hundred  years  would 
have  been  little  enough  for  the  mpmentous  change. 
IJow  long  did  it  take  to  wear  ourslavery  in  the  Bri- 
tish island.'  Five  centuries.  Why  was  it  never 
found  possible  to  extirpate  it  even  amidst  all  the  re- 
finements and  civilization  of  Greece  and  Uome.' 
Why  does  it  still  exist,  in  undiminished  and  undimin- 
ishiiig  vigor,  over  two-thirds  of  the  globe.'  Evident- 
ly because  it  is  a  necessary  step  in  tlie  progress  of  ci- 
vilization; because  without  it  savage  man  never  has 
worked,  and  never  will  work;  because  without  its 
coercion  the  human  rare  would  be  chained  forever 
to  the  Inmter  or  shepherd  state;  because,  but  for  the 
slavery  of  our  Saxon  progenitors,  we  would  now 
have  been  wandering  in  the  woods;  because,  what- 
ever evils  may  be  attendant  on  servitude,  and  they 
are  many  and  grievous,  they  are  trivial  in  compari- 
son of  the  universal  and  wide  spread  penury,  the  to- 
tal stoppage  of  the  advance  and  prospects  of  the  hu- 
man race,  which  instantly  follows  the  cursing  of 
uncivilizcil  man  with  the  nominal  blessings,  but  the 
real  destitution,  of  freedom.  »  »  •  D.ie>i  the 
cessation  of  the  slave  trade  over  the  globe,  the  evi- 
dent amelioration  of  the  African  race,  and  the  stop- 
page of  the  unutterable  horrors  of  the  middle  pas- 
sage, console  tli-e  friends  of  humanity  for  this  disap- 
pointment uf  all  Ihcir  hopes  and  blasting  uf  their  ex- 
pectations on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic'  Alas! 
iiere  the  prospect  is  even  more  gloomy  than  on  the 
sunny  slopes  of  Jamaica,  now  choked  with  weeds, 
or  the  rich  marshes  of  Guiana,  fast  relapsing  into 
jungle.  The  slave  trade  has  been  double  in  extent 
and  quadrupled  in  horrors  throughout  the  globe  by 
the  111  insti-ous  act;  and  the  sulferings  of  the  Afrii-an 
ract!,  undtu-  F.urope.in  cupidity,  are  now  iuconipara- 
lily  greater  tliaii  when  the  plolautliropy  of  Wilber- 
I'oree  and  Clarkson  first  interferred  for  their  relief. 
The  rapid  decline  in  the  agricultural  produce  of  the 


British  West  India  Islands  has  given  an  impulse  to 
the  foreign  stave  colonies  which  is  almost  incredible, 
and  augmented  to  an  extent  which  it  is  piteous  to 
think  of  both  the  number  of  blacks  who  areannual- 
ly  torn  fro.m  their  homes  and  their  children  in  Afri- 
ca and  the  barbarity  with  whicli  they  are  treated  on 
their  passage  to  the  American  shores.  •  »  »  One 
way,  and  oiif  only,  of  stopping  the  infernal  traffic  ex- 
ists; and  that  is,  enabling  the  British  planter,  with 
stationary  slaves,  gradually  improving  in  industry,  to 
undersell  the  foreign  slavehokler  in  the  supply  of  the 
world  with  sugar.  That  method — the  simple,  just, 
progressive  method  of  nature — was  in  satisfactory 
progress,  and  the  slave  trade  must  have  declined, 
and  perhaps  in  the  course  of  ages  expired,  from  the 
effect  of  the  competition  of  the  British  stationary 
serf  with  the  foreign  imported  slave,  when  the  whole 
progress  was  stopped  by  the  emancipation  act;  our 
islands  reduced  to  ruin;  our  own  slaves  restored  to 
savage  life;  and  a  new  impulse,  to  which  philanthro- 
py can  assign  no  limits,  communicated  to  the  execra- 
ble traffic  in  human  flesh." 

I  might  refer  to  other  testimony,  but  the  extracts 
which  1  have  re-ad  are  sufficient  to  show  the  effects 
of  emancipation  madness  in  the  British  West  India 
islands  and  on  the  African  slave  trade — effects  which 
were  doubtless  not  foreseen  until  it  was  too  late  to 
recall  the  fatal  act  by  which  the  fairest  and  richest 
portion  of  the  British  empire  has  been  ruined,  and  in- 
calculable evils  inflicted  on  the  cause  of  humanity. 
It  is  certainly  a  pjlitical  anomaly  that,  while  Eng- 
land has  at  such  heavy  sacrifices  attempted  to  assert 
the  rights  of  the  African  race,  the  voice  of  hu;nanity 
sh',>uid  not  have  reached  her  from  the  east.  I  speak 
not  of  the  China  war;  but  I  allude  to  the  siiflering 
millions  in  British  India,  trodden  down  and  oppress- 
ed by  British  avarice;  1  allude  to  the  oceans  of  blood 
which  she  has  shed  in  that  unhappy  country — to  the 
unjust  and  remoi-seless  wars  which  she  Ji-as  waged 
against  a  weak  and  timid  race — to  the  slave  trade  it- 
self, as  it  exists  where  her  influence  is  paramount.  I 
read  from  a  late  paper. 

"TuE    MODE     OF    COXDUCTING    THE  SLAVE  TRADE  IJf 

British  India.  The  following  is  part  ol' a  statement 
made  by  the  leader  of  a  gang  of  sJavers  on  the  coast 
of  iMalacca,  as  quoted  in  a  late  speech  of  Lord  Broug- 
ham. It  will  be  recollected  that,  if  not  actually  sub- 
jected, British  influence  is  paramount  in  that  coun- 
try, whose  capital  was  taken  iu  1S07,  and  is  still  re- 
tained by  England. 

"I  left  my  home  with  a  gang  of  forty  Thugs,  and 
proceeded  to  Husseeagunge,  where  Ueera  Dass  and 
I  Ilookmunee  went  to  the  city  of  flluttra  for  the  pur- 
I  pose  of  buying  some  clothes,  and  succeeded  in  win- 
ning the  confidence  of  four  travellers,  two  men  and 
I  two  women,  with  their  three  children,  whom  they 
1  brought  with  them  to  our  encanipuieut;  after  passing 
I  two  days  with  us,  Teella  Dass,  Mudhoo  Dass,  Byra- 
!  gees  ani  Dewa  Hookma,  Teelake,  Guugaram,  Brin- 
jarahs,  Balluck  Dass,  Chutter  Dass,  Neput  Dass  and 
flunooman  Diiss  prevailed  on  the  family  to  accom- 
pany them  to  the  banks  of  the  Juiuiia,  and  murdered 
the  four  elderly  travellers  in  a  garden  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Gilcool.  After  throwing  -their  bodies  into 
the  Jumna,  they  took  their  three  children  to  the  tan- 
da,  or  encampment,  of  Dewa  Brinjarah,  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Klieir,  and  sold  the  two  lemale  children  for 
forty  rupees  and  the  male  for  five  rupees."  One  of 
them,  a  woman,  says:  'We  now  went  off  to  Thu- 
neisier,  where  wc  encamped  in  a  grove  on  the  bank 
of  a  tank,  and  liere  several  parties  of  travellers  were 
inveigled  by  the  wives  of  the  leadei-s  ol"our  gangs  to 
come  and  take  up  their  lodgings  with  us — 1.  A  Ohu- 
mar,  with  three  daughters,  one  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  the  others  )"oung.  H.  The  widow  of  a  carpenter 
and  her  son,  ten  yeai-s  of  age.  3.  A  Brahmin  and 
his  wife,  with  one  beautiful  daughter  fourteen  years 
old,  another  five,  and  a  son  six  years  of  age.  4.  A 
Brahmin  and  his  wife,  with  one  daughter  about  four- 
teen, another  twelve,  and  a  son  three  years  of  age. 
These  travellers  lodged  for  two  or  three  days  among 
the  tents  of  the  Naeks  and  Brinjarahs,  alter  which 
we  all  went  one  morning  to  a  village  in  the  teirilory 
of  the  Toorooce  ilajah;  1  forget  his  name.  Here 
very  heavy  rain  fell  at  night,  and  deluged  the  coun- 
try, and  we  got  no  r«st.  The  next  morning  we  went 
to  a  village  on  the  bank  of  the  canal,  still  in  tho  same 
Rajah's  country.  The  next  day  wl^  went  to  a  village 
on  the  bank  of  the  Jumna;  and  two  hours  after  night 
Ivaner  Dass  prop..>sed  that  we  should  go  down  to  the 
sacred  stream  ol  the  Jumna,  say  our  prayers,  and  re- 
main there.  They  all  went  down  acuoi-ilmgly,  leav- 
ing nie,  Roopla  and  his  second  wife  (Roukmunce)  at 
the  village.  I'hcy  murdered  the  seven  men  and  wo- 
men, anil  threw  their  bodies  into  the  river;  but  who 
killed  thi-Lii,  or  how  they  were  killed,  I  know  not. — 
I'lio  Chuuiar  and  his  eldest  daughter,  the  two  llrali- 
mins  and  their  wives,  and  the  carpenter's  widow, 
were  all  murdered.  'J'hey  brought  the  nine  children 
back  to  us  a  watch  and  a  half  before  daylight.  They 
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were  all  crying  a  good  deal  after  their  parents,  and 
we  quieted  them  the  best  way  we  could  with  sweet- 
meats and  playthings.  We  came  toBeeheepore,  and 
encamped  in  the  grove.  A  daughter  and  son  of  the 
Brahmin's  were  extremely  beautiful,  and  these  we 
left  with  Dhyan  Sing  for  sale.'  [Lord  Brougham 
continued,  but  from  the  low  lope  in  which  he  spoke, 
and  from  the  excitement  under  which  he  labored,  he 
was  almost  inaudible.  We  understood  him  to  spcatc 
as  follows:  *'I  have  no  language — I  have  no  power  of 
speech  wherewith  to  give  utterance  to  the  mixed 
feelings  of  pity  and  of  horror  which  must  arise  in  the 
breast  of  every  man  at  such  atrocities  as  these.  But 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  add  one  word  to  the  ac- 
count which  I  have  read  to  your  lordships.  I  defy 
the  most  powerful  orator  to  paint  these  atrocities  in 
colors  more  striking — to  place  them  in  a  light  more 
appalling,  than  they  receive  from  the  simple  state- 
ment of  the  facts  themselves.  Steeped  in  blood,  no 
nation  of  the  earth — nay,  not  Africa  herself — ever 
presented  more  appalling  examples  of  the  proneness 
to  take  away  life — of  the  utter  indifference  as  to  the 
taking  away  of  life — which  distinguishes  this  cruel, 
this  revolting  traffic." 

Truly  has  Lord  Brougham  said  in  tlie  above  ex- 
tract, "I  defy  the  most  powerful  orator  to  paint  these 
atrocities  in  colors  more  striking — to  place  them  in  a 
light  more  appalling — than  they  receive  from  the 
simple  statement  of  the  facts  themselves."  I 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  there  can  be  a  war,  or  even  a  serious  diffi-  ' 
culty,  between  two  nations  having  so  many  motives  : 
to  preserve  their  amicable  relations,  upon  a  point  like 
this.  Politicians,  like  other  individuals,  may  affect 
sentiment,  and  use  set  phrases  about  the  interests  of  i 
humanity;  but  the  age  is  too  utilitarian  to  sacrifice  j 
real  advantages  upon  a  question  of  not  more  impor- 1 
tance  than  is  involved  in  the  controversy  of  whether  i 
the  cruisers  of  either,  engaged  in  the  suppression  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  sliall  be  allowed  by  visita-| 
tion,  and,  if  necessary,  by  examination,  to  ascertain  ; 
the  nationality  of  a  suspicious  vessel  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  other.  Both  nations- are,  1  believe,  equally  sin- 
cere in  their  endeavors  to  suppress  this  trade;  but  1 
would  make  no  concession  upon  the  subject,  and  if 
England  attempts  the  exercise  of  a  right  to  which  she 
is  not  entitled  by  the  Jaw  of  nations,  she  should  be 
held  responsible  for  the  consequences.  We  know 
that  her  disposition  is  to  encroach  on  the  maritime 
rights  of  all  nations;  and  if  the  permit  be  an  inch, 
there  is  danger  she  will  claim  an  ell. 

1  rejoice  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  the  African  slave  trade  to  this  country,  even  to  the 
minutest  extent.  1  live  in  the  centre  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  states,  and  represent  one  of  the  wealthiest  agri- 
cultural districts  in  the  union,  bordering  for  many 
miles  on  the  ocean,  where  slaves  have  always  been 
in  active  demand;  but  I  never  have,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  seen  or  even  heard  of  an  African  import- 
ed, since  the  law  of  congress  prohibiting  the  African 
slave  trade  first  went  into  effect. 

But,  previous  to  the  year  1808,  who  were  the  peo- 
ple in  this  country  principally  engaged  in  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  who  fattened  on  its  profits?  The 
people  of  that  section  of  country  now  represented  in 
part  by  th.;  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The 
people  of  that  section  where  there  now  exists  an  or- 
ganized body  of  men  by  whom  we  of  the  south  are 
slandered  and  denounced  for  holding  slaves — by 
wbom  the  freemen  of  the  south  are  represented  as  a 
set  of  monsters,  without  religion,  without  humanity, 
without  true  virtue  of  any  sort;  who  have  their  agents 
wherever  they  can  venture  to  spread  their  moral 
poison,  and  by  whom  thousands  of"  communications 
are  almost  daily  published,  calculated  to  produce 
heartburnings  and  jealousies  between  the  different 
sections  of  the  country,  and  to  excite  our  slaves  to 
murder  and  insurrection. 

Because  we  refuse  to  these  incendiaries,  who  have 
assumed  the  garbs  of  religion  and  humanity  the  more 
jeH'ectually  to  injure  our  reputations  and  disturb  our 
peace,  the  privilege  of  having  their  slanders  read  at 
that  desk  and  debated  on  this  floor,  the  gentleman 
says  that  he  had  as  well  attempt  to  "reason  with  a 
whirlwind,"  and  accuses  us  of  having  adopted  "an 
execrable  rule  that  is  driving  this  union  to  its  disso- 
lution." 

It  is  too  late,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  discuss  the  policy 
of  the  course  adopted  by  our  predecessors,  and  fol- 
lowed by  ourselves,  uponfhe  subject  of  abolition  pe- 
titions. Whether  originally  wise  or  not,  a  retreat 
from  the  position  assumed  upon  this  subject,  would 
be  regarcied  by  the  abolitionists  as  an  evidence  that 
tlieir  principles  were  spreading  on  this  floor,  and  en- 
courage them  to  persevere  in  their  wild  and  destruc- 
tive projects  against  the  peace  of  the  south  and  the 
integrity  of  the  union.  On  the  other  hand,  if  this 
and  successive  congresses  persevere  in  the  :21st  rule, 
or  in  any  other  of  a  similar  character,  they  will,  not- 
withstanding their  lamentations  for  the  fancied  suf- 


ferings of  others — notwithstanding  their  pharasaical  to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievan- 
assumption  of  superior  piety,  ultimately  abandon  ces."  But  admit,  for  argument  sake,  that  in  this  I 
their  schemes  as  unattainable  through  an  American  am  wrong:  when  the  people  have  assembled  and  pe- 
congress,  and  we  be  spared  from  the  agitation  of  this  titioned,  their  conslitutional  privilege  upon  this  sub- 
dangerous  and  exciting  subject,  the  most  portentous  ject  has  been  fulfilled.  When  the  petitions  are  pre- 
that  has  ever  been  agitated  in  the  history  of  the  sented  here,  our  privileges  commence,  and  we  have 
world.  How  favorably  does  the  conduct  of  those  re-  the  right  to  dispose  of  them  in  any  manner  that  we 
presentatives  from  the  non-slaveholding  states  who  ,  may  think  proper.  What  has  been  more  common 
have,  by  their  conduct,  held  out  to  their  fellow  citi-  from  the  commencement  of  the  government  than  to 
zens  of  the  south  an  assurance  that  their  constitution-  '  lay  a  petition  upon  the  table  upon  its  first  presenta- 
al  rights  shall  not  be  invaded  through  this  house,  con-  tion,  without  allowing  it  to  be  debated,  read,  or  re- 
trast  with  that  of  the  gentleman  and  his  associates,  '  ferred.'  There  is  scarcely  a  gentleman  in  this  house 
who,  although  themselves  generally  unaffected  by  the  j  who  has  not  voted  to  dispose  of  single  petitions  in 
abolition  fanaticism,  pursue  a  course  which  is  calcu-  ,  this  way;  and,  if  it  is  constitutional  thus  to  dispose 
lated  to  produce  discord  between  the  different  sec- '  of  single  petitions,  why  not  dispose  of  a  class  of 
tions  of  the  union,  and  to  encourage  the  enemies  of  thera,  all  relating  to  the  same  subject,  in  the  same 
our  institutions  at  home  and  abroad  to  persevere  in  :  manner?  Where  is  the  substantial  difference,  in  point 
their  efforts  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dissension  among  us?  ^  of  constitutional  right,  between  refusing  to  receive 
With  one  or  two  worthy  exceptions  the  whig  party  !  a  petition  and  refusing  to  consider  it?  And  yet  who 
of  the  non-slaveholding  states  vote  with  the  gentle- ;  has  ever  supposed  the  constitution  violated  when  a 
man  from  Massachusetts  upon  this  subject — with  two  ',  petition  upon  its  presentation  has  been  laid  upon  the 
or  three  exceptions  the  members  of  the  democratic  |  table,  without  allowing  a  moment's  time  for  expla- 
party  are  to  be  found  on  the  other  side.  I  flatter  my-  j  nation?  The  truth  is,  as  was  well  r"marked  by  the 
self  that  since  the  vote  on  the  reception  of  the  peti-  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (.Mr.  C.  J.  Lvgersoll) 
tions  from  abolitionists  to  dissolve  the  union,  we  shall  at  the  extra  session,  undue  importance  has  been  at- 
have  many  more  of  the  first  nameil  party  voting  with  tached  in  this'  country  to  the  right  of  petition,  by 
us  on  this  question;  for  surely  they  cannot,  in  the  face  confounding  it  with  the  right  of  petition  as  it  exists 
of  their  recorded  votes  upon  the  reception  of  those  [  under  governments  where  the  only  political  right 
petitions,  any  longer  say  that  it  is  a  maUer  »/ conscience   that  the  people  have  is  the  right  of  petition.    Do  not 


ith  them  to  receive  and  consider  all  petitions. 
Shoijld  the  parties,  however,  continue  divided,  as 
they  have  hitherto  been  on  this  subject,  the  s<tuth 
will  not  long  doubt  with  which  it  is  her  true  interest 
to  unite.  The  friends  of  the  union  everywhere  will 
not  long  doubt  in  the  triumph  of  which,  there  will  be 
the  greatest  security  for  its  preservation. 

There  are  one  or  two  gentlemen  on  this  floor  from 


gentlemen  degrade  their  constituents  when  they  at- 
tach so  much  importance  to  a  right  which  is  more 
properly  the  right  of  a  slave  than  of  a  freeman? 

There  are  other  grounds  upon  which  the  twenty- 
first  rule  must  be  admitted  to  be  perfectly  conslitu- 
tional. Few  gentlemen  on  this  floor  will  contend 
that  congress  is  bound  to  receive  a  petition  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  which  it  has  no  constitutional  right  to 


the  slaveholding  states,  who,  although  they   believe  i  legislate  upon;  and  still  fe'ver,  I  trust,  who  will  con- 
that  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  receive  or  consid-  1  tend  that  congress  has  the  right  to  legislate  upon  the 


er  abolition  petitions,  do  nevertheless  vote  for  their 
reception — in  part,  1  believe,  from  motives  of  conci- 
liation and  in  part  because  they  think  that  the  south 
should  understand  the  true  position  of  northern  gen- 
tlemen on  the  subject,  that  she  may  if  necessary  buc- 
kle on  her  armor  and  prepare  fordefence.  With  de- 
ference, I  think  these  gentlemen  arc  wrong.  The 
cloud  of  abolition  may  lower  and  threaten,  but  if  not 
allowed  to  burst  in  this  hall,  it  will  lower  and  threa- 


subject  of  abolition.  As  regards  the  states,  aboli- 
tionists and  all  admit  that  congress  cannot  legislate. 
As  regards  the  District  of  Columbia,  all,  I  presume, 
but  rabid  abolitionists,  will  admit  that  we  are  bound, 
both  by  good  faith  and  constitutional  obligat!')ns,  not 
to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  As  regards  Florida, 
we  are  bound  not  only  by  the  obligations  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  will  not  permit  us  any  more  to  de- 
stroy or   injure  the    property   of  the    citizen   in  his 


ten  in  vain.     The  philanthropists,  as  they  are  called,  .slave  than  in   his  horse  or  farm,  but  also  by  express 
may  lash  each  other's  enthusiasm  into  fury  by  false  '  treaty  stipulation  and  the  obligations  of  the  Mi^^sour" 


representations  of  the  sufferings  of  the  slave,  but  if 
excluded  from  this  had,  their  fury  will  be  impotent, 
and  the  country  go  on  to  flourish  and  prosper  as 
though  it  did  not  contain  within  its  bosom  a  single 
enemy  to  its  institutions.  (1  use  the  word  "instilu- 
tiuns,"  instead  of  ".one  of  its  institutions,"  for  the 
true  question  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  their  move- 
ments, is  not  emancipation,  but  dissolution  of  the 
union.)  If  I  were  confident  that  the  reference  of 
such  petitions  would  produce  the  most  favorable  re- 
port for  the  south  that  can  be  imagined,  1  would  not 
be  found  where  I  am  now.  Such  action  on  the  part  of 
this  house,  no  matter  what  might  be  the  nature  of  the 
report,  would  only  produce  excitement  at  the  south 
and  encourage  the  abolitionists  to  persevere  in  their 
^cbcisies.  Such  was  the  elfect  of  the  celebrated  re- 
port of  the  committee  some  years  ago,  of  which  .Mr. 
Pinckney  of  South  Carolina  was  chairman,  and  such 
would  be  the  only  effijct  now.  Whenever  a  proposi- 
tion is  made  to  refer  and  report  upon  such  petitions, 
you  will  find  every  abolitionist  on  this  floor  voting  for 
it— no  matter  whether  the  reference  be  to  a  commit- 
tee exclusively  of  northern  or  southern  gentleman,  or 
to  a  committee  composed  in  part  to  both.  I  call  upon 
gentlemen  from  the  south  who  have  hitherto  voted 
for  the  reception  of  such  petitions  to  consider  well 
what  they  do.  This  is  a  question  to  us  of  self-pre- 
servation, that  rises  above  all  written  or  constitution- 
al law.  The  assassin's  dagger  is  aimed  atour  hearts. 
Shall  we  bare  our  bosoms  to  receive  the  stroke,  or 
shall  we  manfully  resist?  Do  not,  gentlemen,  allow 
the  rights  of  your  constituents  to  hold  their  property 
to  be  discussed  on  this  floor.  If  you  do,  their  bloody 
hearthstones  may  hereafter  tell  the  tale  of  your  folly 
and  of  their  misfortune. 

To  those  gentlemen  from  the  non-slaveholding 
states  who  have  had  the  manliness  to  put  the  aboli- 
tionists at  defiance,  and  vote  for  the  exclusion  of  their 
petitions,  1  would  say:  allow  not  your  minds  to  be 
seduced  by  any  technical  construction  of  that  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  which  provides  that  con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  prohibiting  the  "right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  the  gov- 
ernment for  a  redress  of  grievances." 

If  slavery  is  a  grievance,  it  is  a  grievance  to  those 
states  and  territories  where  it  exists,  and  it  is  an 
abuse  of  language  to  say  that  the  incendiaries  and 
agitators  and  disunionists  in  the  non-slaveholding 
states,  who  endeavor  to  propagate  their  disorganising 
doctrines  here,  are  people  who  "peaceably  assemble 


compromise.  So  far  as  the  twenty-first  rule  relates 
to  the  internal  slave  trade,  that  question,  if  1  am  not 
mistaken,  is  settled  for  us  incidentally  by  the  supreme 
court;  and,  if  it  is  not,  it  must  be  evident  to  every 
gentleman  that  the  power  of  congress  over  com- 
merce is  conservative  and  not  destructive. 

I  will  allude  to  one  more  ground  upon  which  this 
rule  is  defen-ible,  and  which,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  I 
have  often  heard  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  himself.  It  is  this:  "petitions  disre- 
spectful in  their  language,  or  insulting  to  the  house 
or  to  any  of  its  members,  ought  not  to  be  received." 
All  abolition  petitions  are  disrespectful  and  insulting 
to  every  slaveholder,  and  to  the  representatives  of 
every  slaveholding  community  on  this  floor.  Whe- 
ther so  expressed  or  not,  they  are  all  based  upon  the- 
most  injurious  assumptions.  How  can  you  more  ef- 
fectually insult  the  representatives  of  the  slavehold- 
ing states  than  by  representing  our  constituents  and 
ourselves  to  be  in  the  daily  and  constant  perpe- 
tration of  "a  crime  that  must  bring  down  the  just 
judgments  of  God  upon  us?" 

But  perhaps  we  should  be  tolerant  to  the  abolition- 
ists, and,  although  the  2l5t  rule  is  constitutional, 
agree  to  receive  and  refer  their  petitions.  We  have 
frequently  been  told  that  they  are  philanthropists, 
who  have  no  intention  to  excite  our  slaves  to  insur- 
rection, but  only  to  convince  their  masters  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  liberate  and  adnlit  them  to  the  privi- 
leges of  citizens.  This  argument  may  do  very  well 
for  a  philanthropist  of  the  abolition  school,  but  cer- 
tainly not  for  a  statesman. 

Let  us  inquire,  if  it  be  possible  to  do  so  seriously, 
what  would  he  the  consequence  of  adopting  so 
bright  a  scheme?  Evidently,  the  extermination  of 
the  African  or  European  race  in  the  present  slave- 
holding  states,  or  a  vile  amalgamation  that  would 
convert  our  population  into  a  drove  of  mulattoes. 
Let  the  philanthropists  who  can  see  no  distinction  in 
color,  thus,  if  they  think  proper,  stain  their  posteri- 
ty; but  the  morafs  of  the  south  are  formed  of  diffe- 
rent materials,  and  southern  pride  will  never  stoop 
to  this.  iVo,  sir;  rather  let  us  endure  the  horrors  of 
a  servile  war,  urged  on  by  British  emissaries  and 
American  fanalics;  rather  let  the  plains  of  the  south 
be  drenched  in  blood;  rather  let  her  villages  and  ci- 
ties and  farm-houses  smoke  in  ruins,  with  their  pre- 
sent happy  population  buried  beneath  them:  in  short, 
rather  let  the  negro  race  rule  from  the  Susquehanna 
to  the  Sabine,  than  submit  to  so  foul  a  degradaly 
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But  why  Ho  I  draw  this  picture?  It  can  never  he  re- 
alized. Tlicre  is  one  q'lestion,  and  one  only,  w!iicli 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  subject,  and  that  is,  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  And  in  rclntion  to  that,  1 
say,  rather  let  the  Union  be  dissolved,  even  if  with 
it  the  last  hope  of  political  liberty  should  perisli 
from  the  face  of  tlie  earth! 

To  a  casual  observer  it  must  appear  ludicrous  fo 
treat  the  movements  of  these  wild  enthusiasts  with 
serious  notice.  Let  tlirm  alone,  say  some  well-mean- 
ing Rentlemcn  on  this  floor.  Do  not  allow  them  to 
slrens^thcn  their  canse  by  involving  it  with  the  ri'j;ht 
of  petition,  and  the  flame  which  they  have  enkmdled 
will  soon  expire  of  ils  own  accord.  Let  their  peti- 
tions be  received  and  debated,  and  their  impractica- 
ble projects  will  vanish  before  the  lisrht  of  reason  as 
the  mists  of  the  morning  before  the  full-orbed  sun. 

Have  you  read  history,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  so  lit-  ' 
tie  observation  as  to  listen  for  a  moment  to  the  voice  j 
of  this  siren?  The  history  of  all  ages  shov/s  that 
reason  is  no  match  for  fanaticism.  As  well  may  the 
sailor  attempt  by  his  whistle  to  drown  the  voice  of  i 
the  tempest  that  buries  llie  ship  upon  which  he  de- ] 
pends  for  safety,  as  by  reason  to  attempt  to  quell  the  | 
storm  of  fanalicism.  Fanaticism  is  a  furv,  lashing; 
with  a  whip  of  scorpions  the  passions,  fears,  and  ter- 
ror-stricken consciences  of  her  devotees.  If  reason  I 
was  a  match  for  fanaticism,  where  would  be  the  ab-  I 
surdities  with  which  humanity  is  outraged?  where 
would  be  the  false  idolatrous  worship  v.'ith  which  the  ' 
w^orld  is  filled?  where  would  be  the  blooily  car  of 
Jnggernaul — the  grand  Lama  of  Thibet — the  Ame- 
rican anti-slavery  society,  or  its  advocates  here?  i 

Mr.  C.  in  tracing  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  anti- 
slavery  society  in  this  country,  and  in  glancing  at  the 
agitation  on  the  Missouri  question,  took  occasion  to 
condemn  the  compromise  which  was  at  last  adopted 
on  that  subject  as  unconstitulional,  and  so  far  as  Ihe 
slaveholdiug  stales  were  concerned  unjust.  Uncon- 
stitutional, because  congress  has  no  authority  to  re- 
fuse to  a  state  applying  for  admission  into  the  Union,  j 
tlie  right  to  incorporate  in  her  c  institution  any  insti- 
tution authorised  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  enjoyed  by  any  of  the  states.  Lhijust,  so 
far  as  the  south  is  concerned,  because  it  proposes  to 
confine  slavery  within  particular  limits,  and  thus  not 
only  prospectively  to  weaken  the  relative  influence 
of  the  slavebolding  states  in  the  national  councils, 
but  in  effect  denies  to  their  citizens  who  may  be 
slaveholders  the  privilege  of  emigrating  with  their 
property  to  any  of  the  territories  of  the  U.  States 
north  of  a  certain  degree  of  latitude.  ! 

Mr.  C.  also  alluded  to  the  impulse  which  the  anti- 
slavery  society  received  in  this  country  from  the 
British  West  India  emancipalion  acts,  which  had  not  - 
only  prostrated  the  rights  of  the  West  India  plan- 
ters, rendered  the  most  fertile  colonies  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  comparatively  unproductive,  and  con- 
ferred incalculable  evil  upon  the  slaves  themselves, 
who,  released  from  the  control  of  their  masters,  bet- 
ter for  them  than  the  control  of  the  law,  are  retro- 
grading in  morals  and  civilization;  but  is  represent- ; 
ed  upon  the  authority  of  the  British  Review,  alrea- 
dy quoted,  as  having  doubled  the  African  slave  trade 
in  extent,  and  quadrupled  it  in  horrors.  j 

This  respectable  Review  is  not  only  one  of  the 
ablest  periodicals  in  the  world,  but  It  is  also  one  of 
the  ablest  supporters  of  the  principles  of  the  Peel 
adminisl.alion.  And  although  Ihe  present  minis- 
try may  lind  it  impracticable  to  restore  England 
to  the  couditiiii  from  which  she  has  been  reduced  by  ! 
the  unwise  measures  of  their  predecessors,  which 
have  not  only  destroyed  her  most  valuable  colonics, 
but  has  nurtured  a  spirit  among  the  masses  at  home, 
beneath  whose  influence  her  time-honored  institu- 
tions may  ultimately  fall.  He  hoped  they  would 
take  warning  from  Ihe  example,  and  at  once  re- 
nounce doctrines  which,  hovvever  they  may  sound  in 
theory,  when  inconsiderately  introduced  into  prac- 
tice, never  fail  to  produce  disastrous  eflects. 

Hear  what  Napoleon,  a  man  whose  name  has  fill- 
ed the  world,  and  of  whom  it  was  truly  said,  "that 
at  his  approach  competition  fled  as  from  the  approach 
of  destiny,"  has  said  on  an  analogous  suliject: 

"Hud  any  of  your  philosophic  liberals  come  out  to 
Egypt  to  pr.ichiim  liberty  to  the  blacks'or  the  Arabs, 
I  would  h:ivc  hung  him  up  to  the  masthead.  In  the 
West  Indies  similar  eiitluisiasts  have  delivered  over 
the  whites  to  the  ferocity  of  the  blacks,  and  yet  they 
complain  of  the  victims  of  such  madness  being  dis- 
contented. How  is  it  possible  to  give  liberty  to  Af- 
ricans, when  Ihey  are  destitute  of  any  species  of 
civilization,  and  ignorant  even  of  what  a  colony  or 
mother  country  is'  Do  you  suppose  that,  had  they 
been  aware  of  what  they  were  doing,  they  would 
have  given  liberty  to  the  blacks?  Certainly  n  >t.  IJul 
few  persons  at  that  time  were  sudicientiy  far  sighteil 
to  foresee  the  results;  and  feelings  of  humanity  are 
ever  powerful  with  excited  imaginations.  But  now, 
after  the  experience  weiiad,  to  maintain  the  same 


principles  cannot  be  done  in  good  faith;  it  can  be  the 
result  only  of  overweening  self-confidence  or  hypo- 
crisy." ,.: 

Mr.  C.  spoke  of  the  insignificance  of  the  anti-sla- 
very society,  at  its  first  organization,  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago;  which,  at  its  first  meeting,  scarcely  num- 
bered a  score  of  men,  women,  and  boys  combined. 
Its  members  were,  however,  stimulated  by  Ihe  zeal 
of  mad  enthusiasm,  and  finding  their  sentiments  un- 
congenial with  the  people  of  this  country,  they 
sought  f-r  and  obtained  a  foreign  influence.  They 
sent  their  agents  lo  England,  who  travelled  the  king- 
dom and  denounced  in  the  most  unmeasured  terms, 
and  with  the  vilest  epithets,  not  (he  American  slave- 
holders only,  but  the  American  colonization  society. 
And  here  he  would  mention  an  incident,  strongly  il- 
lustrative of  the  influence  of  these  two  societies  in 
promoting  their  professed  objects.  There  resided  in 
his  neighborhood  a  respccfable  old  bachelor,  (if  an 
old  bachelor  can  be  respectable.)  a  conscienlious 
good  man,  who,  by  a  long  life  of  industry 'and  fru- 
galily,  had  accumu'ated  considerable  properly.  This 
gentienian  was  the  owner  of  about  forty  slaves,  all 
of  whom,  under  the  auspices  of  the  colonization  so- 
ciety, he  liberated  and  sent  to  Liberia;  where,  so  far 
as  he  was  informed,  they  are  still,  living  happily  and 
extending  the  influence  of  civilization  and  religion 
in  the  land  of  their  fathers.  Dut,  mark  the  change 
which  took  place  in  Ihe  sentiments  of  (his  good  man! 
A  few  years  afterwards  the  anti-slavery  society  was 
organised  and  commenced  spreading  its  incendiary 
publicalions.  Meetings  were  called  at  the  soulh. 
Slavery,  as  it  exists  among  us,  was  discussed  in  all 
its  relations.  Those  '.\ho  felt  uncomfortable  as  slave- 
holders, had  their  crmipunctions  removed;  and  this 
very  gentleman,  nho  had  liberated  all  his  slaves, 
again  purchased  Ihe  same  description  of  properly  to 
the  number  of  about  twenty;  held  them  in  bondage 
while  he  lived,  and  left  them,  by  legacy,  to  distant 
relations. 

Mr.  C.  also  spoke  of  the  English  emissaries  who 
had  been  sent  to  this  country,  commencing  with  the 
vagabond  Thompson  and  ending  with  the  notorious 
Sturge;  all  of  them  no  doubt  paid  with  English  gold 
to  sow  the  seed  of  dissension  among  us.  He  did  not 
say  tiiat  any  of  these  emissaries  were  secret  agents 
of  the  British  government.  He  did  not,  indeed,  be- 
lieve that  they  were.  But  slill  it  v/as  not  impossi- 
ble; for,  notwithstanding  her  admirable  situation  for 
a  naval  power,  and  her  present  naval  superiority, 
England  is  not  blind  to  tiie  growing  importance  of 
the  marine  of  this  country,  and  many  apprehend,  if 
this  union  continues,  that  the  lime  is  not  distant  when 
we  may  wrest  from  her  grasp  the  trident  which  she 
has  so  long  borne  over  every  sea. 

He  need  not  refer  the  readei^of  modern  history  to 
the  fact,  that  during  a  time  of  peace  between  Eng- 
land and  Denmark,  Lord  Nelson,  acting  under  the 
secret  orders  of  his  government,  given  in  violation 
of  national  faith,  attacked  and  almost  entirely  de- 
stroyed the  navy  of  Denmark,  then  laying  at  anchor 
in  the  port  of  her  capital.  And  was  .it  impossible, 
indeed  was  it  improbable,  if  actuated  now  by  similar 
counsels,  that  the  liritish  government  may  from  si- 
milar motives,  send  secret  agents  to  this  country  for 
the  purpose  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  dissension  among 
us.  We  know,  at  all  events, thatthe  ab.ililinnists  have 
wilhin  the  last  few  months  openly  raised  thestandard 
of  disunion.  j 

Does  not  the  suggestion  of  a  foreign  influence  re- 
ceive strong  corroboration  from  the  World's  Conven- 
tion, held  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  at  London, 
at  which  presided  I'rince  Albert,  (he  husband  of  her 
Brilannic  majesty,  the  king  consort  of  England,  and 
to  which  the  American  anti-slavery  society  sent  de- 
legates, who  openly  did  all  in  their  power  to  excite 
prejudice  against  their  own  country.  Americans, 
said  Mr.  C.  who  can  thus  uiiile  (hemselves  with  a 
foreign  influence  to  overthrow  our  institutions,  are  , 
not  merely  errorists  in  opinion  and  faualicsiii  religion, ' 
but  they  are  enemies  to  the  constitution  and  traitors; 
to  the  country;  and  I  call  upon  the  patriotism  of  the  1 
north  as  well  as  of  the  south  to  unite  in  checking  this 
hydra  treason  in  the  bud. 

But  leaving  out  of  consideration  f"r  the  present 
the  treasonable  connexion  which  this  society  has 
formed  wi(h  an  inimical  forei;gn  influence,  I  will 
proceed  to  show  that  some  such  rule  as  the  one 
which  the  gentleman  has  denounced  as  driving  "this 
union  to  its  dissolution"  is  necessary  for  its  preserva- 
tion. 

The  anti-slavery  society  which  commenced  ten  or 
twelve  years  ago  wi'th  so  small  a  beginning,  we  were 
informed  by  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Kikg, 
at  the  extra  session,  who  read  from  abolition  publi- 
cations), numbered  as  early  as  1038  upwards  of  thir- 
teen hundred  auxiliary  so(;ie(ics  in  thirteen  stales, 
thirtee.i  of  wliicli  were  stale  societies.  The  j:cn- 
lleinan  from  Pennsylvania  (.Mr.  C.  J.  Ixgeusoi.l), 
informed  us  a  few  days  afterwards  that  tliej  proba- 


bly amounted  at  that  lime  to  two  thousand.  Let 
this,  however,  be  as  it  may.  we  know  that  il  has  the 
command  of  funds  to  a  great  extent,  and  that  it  re- 
gulates and  controls  a  press  which  issues  more  slan- 
der against  the  south  than  is  probably  published  in 
the  entire  s-^uth  on  all  subjects  whatever.  Almost 
every  mail  brings  inlclligence  sufficient  to  convince 
us  that  it  lias  enlisted  not  merely  thousands  of  the 
weak  and  ignorant  in  an  unholy  crusade  against  our 
peace,  but  thousands  of  determined  spirits,  who, 
reckless  of  consequences,  are  driving  on  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  purposes;  that  it  already  has 
sufficient  influence  not  to  throw  the  south  only,  but 
the  whole  union  into  violent  commotion;  that  it  is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  courted  by  a  powerful 
poiilical  parly  in  the  non-siaveholding  state;  and  that 
it  commands  a  fulcrum  upon  which  is  wielded  three 
of  Ihe  most  po\verful  agents  in  the  conduct  of  human 
affairs — fanaticsm,  money  and  a  press. 

If  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  there  may  be  but  little 
danger.  If  the  representatives  of  Ihe  south  present 
an  untiroken  phalanx,  and  determine  that,  come  weal 
come  wo,  the  rights  of  their  eonsliluents  to  hold  their 
property  shall  not  be  di3cusscd  on  this  floor,  there 
may  be  but  little  danger.  But  if  we  are  divided,  we 
will  discourage  our  friends  at  the  north.  If  a  portion 
of  us  insist  that  we  shall  fold  our  arms  in  indolent 
security,  and  depend  upon  our  batllcs  being  fought  by 
others;  if  we  allow  (his  house  to  be  converted  into  an 
auxiliary  abolition  society,  under  the  shallow  pretext 
that  all  (hey  want  is  "(he  right  of  petition,"  there  is 
danger  the  most  imminent. 

What  are  the  most  prominent  danger-S?  First,  from 
the  iuercnsing  influence  of  this  society,  which  may  ere 
long  control  the  elections  at  the  north,  there  is  dan- 
ger to  the  union. 

Is  there  a  man  here  w'ith  heart  so  dead  as  not  to 
feel  grateful  that  his  lot  has  been  cast  in  this  land  of 
liberty?  Is  there  one  here  with  spirit  so  humble  as 
not  to  feel  proud  that  he  is  the  citizen  of  a  country 
whose  government  is  (he  admiration,  whose  growth 
and  prosperity  are  the  wonder,  of  the  world?  whose 
stars  and  stripes  are  borne  in  triumph  over  every 
sea,  and  ensure  respect  to  the  American  name  in 
the  most  distant  parts  of  the  earth.' — a  country  which, 
great,  and  glorious,  and  powerful  as  she  is,  if 
(his  union  continues,  is  but  an  infant  Hercules  in  (he 
cradle. 

Although  it  may  not  be  wise  in  us  to  indulge  the 
hope  that  our  republic  will  be  excmpi  from  the  com- 
mon fate  of  nations — although,  indeed,  the  unwel- 
come conviction  may  force  itself  upon  our  minds  that 
our  admirable  system  of  government  isdeslined  ulti- 
mately to  meet  the  fa(e  of  all  other  human  institu- 
tions, it  is  certainly  legidmale  to  hope  that,  when 
ages  yet  to  come  shall  have  rolled  Iheir  course  in  the 
tide  of  time,  the  poiilical  liberty  and  union  of  these 
states  will  still  continue. 

Let  our  aspirations,  however,  for  the  union  be  as 
fervent  as  they  may,  this  is  a  question  which  we  can- 
not yield,  even  if  that  greatest  of  all  political  evils 
except  the  loss  of  our  liberty  should  he  the  certain 
consequences — the  dissolution  of  llr'  union.  No,  sir; 
let  us  differ  as  we  may  upon  (he  subject  of  receiving 
abolidon  petitions,  every  man  \vho  treads  on  south- 
ern soil  is  prepared  to  ^-aliy  under  the  standard  of 
southern  righls;  and,  if  the  hour  of  trial  should  ever 
come,  Vtihieh  God  grant  it  never  may,  no  citizen  of  a 
slavebolding  state  can  doubt  his  duty,  and  he  who 
does  not  endeavor  to  perform  it  will  be  a  coward  or 
a  traitor.  If  this  government,  which  was  intended 
for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  all,  should  ever  un- 
happily be  made  the  channel  through  which  the  in- 
stitiidons  of  the  slavebolding  states  are  assailed,  and 
the  peace  of  our  firesides  invaded,  it  is  certainly  not 
necessary  to  point  out  the  course  which  self-preser- 
vation will  compel  us  to  adopt.  If  our  northern 
brethren  shall  ever,  by  the  habitual  agitation  of  this 
question  on  this  floor,  drive  us  from  their  embraces, 
the  south  will  turn  to  the  south;  she  will  open  her 
arms,  and  that  young  republic,  now  rising  beyond 
our  southern  border  with  institutions  like  our  own, 
will  rush  into  her  embrace.  And  thus,  instead  of 
the  supposed  evil  which  the  excited  imaginations  of 
gentlemen  have  conjured  up  in  this  debate,  "of  the 
aiinexation  of  Tixas  lo  (he  union,"  Texas  will  he 
united  lo  the  southern  portion  of  the  union.  How 
far  this  suulhcrn  confederacy  might  he  exicnded  be- 
yond the  limits  of  Texas  I  will  not  undertake  to  es- 
timate, because  I  will  make  no  estimate  based  upon 
the  occurrence  of  an  event  so  abhorrent  to  my  feel- 
ings as  a  disruption  in  the  present  family  of  political 
sisters. 

The  next  danger  to  which  I  will  advert,  from  the 
admis-ion  of  abolition  petitions  by  this  house,  is  one 
of  a  physical  character. 

I  believe  that  our  slaves  are  as  lightheartcd  a  race 
of  beings  as  there  is  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  (he 
car(h.  They  are,  1  think,  generally  pretty  well  con- 
tended with  tlioir  condition,  and  will  probably  re- 
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ictional  prejudices?    Why  will  lie  persist  in  a-itnt-  i  frrqiicnt  ■ill-i 
L'  lliis  sulijert,  ivi.eri  llr    Ims    it    i:i    l:is  nowrr    ;,••  o     -,  ,t'    "    t<|' 


:  liave  been  ninde  to  (he 


n-:!C  Hi   r,],;,l  n':i-  of  tlle  ivorid,  in  v: 

ty,  iiiiilor  wli at  religious  dispeiisalic 

fnrm    of  government,   has  slaverv 

every  aj;e  of  the  world,  since  our  p'a.,,,,,,,  „^,^.  onven 

out  of  the  garden  of  Eden— in  every  state  of  society 

whore  man  has   made  the  first  step  in  the  march  of 

'ization — under  every  form  of   government    pat- 


'sin  of  sla- 
rr.-!„ne.  of 

nis,  I  will 

'■  '^  r  socie- 
nder  what 
(isled?  In 
ere  driven 


inain.so  until  tanc-ht  dilTerently  by  the  ofTicioiis  in^ 
tei'meddling  of  Iho^e  uhf).  '.vlir'nier  i.;norjr:tly  or'iv 
pocriticallv,  V  liultl  m:>--.t  criirilv  coni'eit    into  a ''ill 

ing  yoke  \hat  scrvUnde  whirh  Ihcy  have  I.Ul^v.o  ;  v,:,m- of  his  coiuUrv-a^j;'!,,:,;:,,  ;f  Z;;;,^;;:  ^^^  ;;;^ 
borne  with  ch.orlu,ne.~s.  The  slaves,  ot  liie  south  in  i  by  a  portion,  to  have  his  memory  emboFmed  in  the 
general  appear  to  enlerlaui  for  their  masters  and  their  1  grateful  recollections  of  the  people  of  all  the  states 
families   not   only  respect  and   esteem,  but  sincere;  north  and  south?  ■  "•'"*  Elates, 

friendship.  They,  however,  exist  among  us  a  separate  j  Having,  as  I  think,  successfully  shown  that  the 
race  and  are  capable  of  being  converted  into  our  ffentleman  is  wrong  in  his  unqnaMfied  denunciation 
deadliest  enemies.  of  the  21st  rule,  1  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  the 

Jtwould,  sir,  be  indelicate  to  allude  to  a  danger  to    prejudice    so  frcauently    atfempted    by  himself  a  ^  ri'o\;n'' m'^^iirMiri'"''^ 'T' °1    S''^'^ ''"^'nt,  pi 
the  brave  constituency  represented  on  this  floor  by  ;  others  to  be  excited  against  this  institution  unonte  i  ,nr  el  i'v^T       7  '  f."^^°"''J><^'  <L^  republican- 

the   gentlemen  from  the  slaveholding  states,  if  the  !  ground  that  it  is   incoiLstent   with    hTprilieiX  of   Somednn   ?r  n^^^ 

danger  was  one  that  could  he  repelled  by  gallantry. ,  our  government  is  ctiualiv  unfounded  P^'^'P"^' ''H  "^'^o'".'"''',''' °^C^,l"■|»t'atl— under  the  .Jewish  theo- 
It  is  not,  however,  the  open  enemy,  but  Ihe^n.idnight  i  Tha  the  e.p^ssK^.  "used  in  the  Declaration  of '  undeV'th'e  7""."'  ^71'  "  'l^"''— -  Greece- 
murderer,  of  whom  I  speak.  From  generally  eon-  Independence  hat  "all  men  are  by  nature  equal  "  i  rone  Id  th  "^  Kr  °^  \"'^'  '\'  monarchies  of  Eu- 
an';  thin^toT'"  T^'r ''""''  V  u"""'"  ^^"^"^'^    &c.  Lre  intended  to  have  no  referLJ^eTha.Tr  lo     iTv^V^^^^^^^^  of  North  America,  domestic 

sented  by  my  friend  Mr.  Wis.,  in  1831,  is  sufficient  „•..  „ik;  and  alio  from  'the  ^ac  ttha  t  te  who  '  gov  rir^nt'  ha  "ou  "Ta'v,"!  '''  '™K  ^""  i"""^"  "'« 
to  convince  us  of  the  tragedies  that  may  be  perpe-  ad.,pted  it  were  themselves  slaveholders.  The  bat- i  wr'nTi-ifiL  iL  f  l'""-  "^^^  ^°''"'  '"''^'"'  =""1 
trated  m  particular  neighborhoods  by  a  few  deluded,  ties  of  the  revolution  were  no  more  fought  for  our  '  otVecm;i  "''"'^%^^^™^  "°}  ""U  the  right 
blood  hirsty  wretches.  Upon  that  occasion  .here  were    slaves,  nor  have    they    under   our   goveSent  anr   al'e  ^ 

less  than  hfty  slaves  engatcd;  and  in  a  single  night,  more  political  rights,  than  they  would  have  if  stiil  '  H 'ht  hich  wn  h  u  ^  ™,  °fj"'  "•'^^'e*-«'-=  ^ 
in  a  sparsely  settled  neighborhood,  there  were  about    wandering  over  the  burning  plains  of  Afr  ca  i  ?d\   Z  I     1         "u"'''''  """   '*  '"^^  ""™n- 

fifty  murders-the  father,  the  mother,  and  babe  be-  I  So  far  from  this  institSbi.g  uncongenial  with  !  neror  LfrTema^i  ,e  f  ''''^""'Vl  '["^  R™""  ^m- 
ing  involved  in  an  indiscriminate  butchery.  a  republican  government   it  is  more  useful  ii  suci   a    ™   r\h         ".""''""^'^    uncontrolled    by   human  law 

I  w  11  not  insult  the  gentleman  from  Massaehu- Uovexument  than  n  any  o.ler  forasTadoxal^a^  t^  Oh -ti.n'cr^  years  after  the  commencement  of 
setts,  (Mr.  Aoams),  notwithstanding  the  inconsider-  it  may  appear  on  a  superficial  view  ft  is  never  he-  00,111^^,  M  ,'.•  T  ,''  '"^r^"  P''''^'"'  °^  "■"- 
ate  expressi,.:s  which  he  has  more  than  once  used  on  ,  less  capable  of  demonsrration  that  domestic  slavery  i  EnVd  from Ihrmn.isw'  '""'°"*  P-rmisMon  first 
thsfloor,  by  asking  if,  in  his  estimation,  there  is  any    produces   equality    and   nurtures   a  spirit  of  lihertv        i^^  eh   w.=  '  u        '  "'"''c,'''"'''''''''''''- 

attribute  of  the  deity,  or  any  principle  of  humanity  nmong  the  citizen  population  of  a  country  Where  ^yhen  his  firsttnot^i'  ""  "  °";;  Saviour  lived,  and 
or  religion,  which  would  have  impelled  him  to  havi    domestic  slavery  does  not  exist,  menial  a,fd  domestic  I   houV    en   entrrl  oi'n^  '^T^'^'r   ^"I/'" 

aided   these  deluded   wretches  in    perpetrating  this  ;  offices  are  performed  by  a  portion  of  the  poor  am.-ng  t  v      m  tie  lid    of  the  Rib  e       A  i^"  '^TJ^"^^'" 

wo,  1  'Tr''T  "'  "he'her,  'f  >n  his  power,  he  the  citizen  population,  and  this  degradation  of  a  few  '  covet  voir'teHbor^l;  .tZ7  ,^'  *'""F'  •" 
would  not  have  been  compelled,  as  a  patriot,  a  man, '  affects  the  respectability  of  the  entire  class  to  which  I  ynnr'  s  forbidden   hot  JT  '  ?''  '"'  '"?"^  '"" 

and  a  Christian,  to  have  aided  in  suppressing   them,    they  belong.     The    poor  and   the   rich   thus  become  :   ids  of   he  B'^^^  ""^  ''''"""  '''^ 

and  in  asserting  the  supremacy   of  law?     I   will  not    divided  into  classes,  and  the  free  born  and  laboring  I      Do  n  en  nrol^.  ,„  K    ,i 

ask  the  gentleman  to  reply.  My  own  heart  has  al-  poor,  although  periiips  more  virtuous  than  their  h  mighty  and'^o  he  ieyetlithe\"'"'^'''P"''  °^  "'''  ^': 
ready  answered  for  him.  And  yet  he  must  know  ,  neighbors,  are  treated  as  inferiors.  I  know  that  this  M  will  to  he  fallen  race  1?  A^f  '"  '"?'7  '"''?'''"'* 
that  a  repetition  ol  such   scenes   is  one  of  the   pro-    eril  is  less  perceptible  in  the  non-s!aveholding  states  Uhntls  Lnerfectirdone  ' '^^  ^^'^  '° ''^ 

bable  consequences  which  must  result  from  the  cruel    of  this  union  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  w-orld  where        But  som7mayn^^^i^^  m  ,      c 

de  usions  which  such  incendiary  expressions  are  eal-  '  this  institution  does  not  exist,  because  the  duties  of '  to  o  1  ers  as  we\vo  i  d    ha    .hev^"f  "tn"'.'  "'^'.'''"'"f 
culated  to  produce  on  our  slaves,  as  well  as  from  the    domestic  servants  are   in  them  performed  to  a  great  I  should  b-  reduced      eralK      P         l'^  ''"r""'?,  "' 
consideration  of  abolition  petitions  here.  extent  by  colored  people.     I  will,  however,  ask  the    ask     th  persons  t^'t4e^lehe'''''f-  r  .V''"  "°' 

If,  however,  we  believe  the  anli-slavery  advocates, '  gentlemen  of  the  non-Llavehoiding  states,  if  this  ine-  -  eve  "I  have    however  sh  w  ?"  u"*^  "'^""  ""^"^ 

hl\T"^""'^Pi"'''^T   ^''^   emancipation  of  the    quality  of  classes  dees  not  exist  e?en  aming  them  to  '  emancinatirat  the  so,  uh  w     it  ^i"    '^'^'^^^  "^ 

blacks  by  the  murder  of  the  whites.     Kind,  tender    an  extent  which   precludes  the  poor  farmer  and  la- :  eUl^rTn,r  fxtinctrrVlii '''''''''^ ''Tc'^ 
hearted  gentlemen    pity  ,t  IS  that  you  should   be   so    boring  mechanic  if  the  privilege  of  associating  with  ^  racrthere      And    ^ov?  I  w^^^^^^^  European  or  African 
misrepresented!     But  in  an  account  which  was  pub-    the  weallhy  upon  terms  of  equality!     WhetlTer   in    whciher^hev  =,,  V,  r      f''  ''"''''  wiseacres, 

lished  some  years  ago  by  the  National  Intelligencer  other  words,  the  poor  are  not  on  y  excluded  as  com-  '  tha?  wo  ,  rU?!  .?'^"f  ,  k^'  ^'•'1-"'"  '"""''^  ^^  ^  ''°°" 
of  an  attempt  made  by  a  slave  in  this  city  to  murder  panions  upon  terms  of  equality  It  the  tables  and  in  i  the  r  n  esent  cond^  ,  ^  ""  r'^i™  "i"*  ''''''  "''^°'  ■'" 
time  Th"  'T'"'"'  '  ^^'''-  7-''°r'T'  ""^  "■'"'•  ""  '"^  '""^  porlors  of  the  rich,  bu\  whither,  if  in  their  ho,,,^  he  ered  and  attenS'.Th  '^'  ""i  ""'^''''  "l'^ 
time  that  he  .was  engaged  in  his  hellish  attempt,  was  of  recreation,  they  visit  the  premises  of  their  rich  -  1"  ' -^,  •■"■.-  ''i'^  -='  '""''''  ^are  as  the 
repeating  a  publication  which  he  had  learned  from  neighbors,  they  are  not  compelled  to  associate  with 
an  anti-slavery  paper,  and  which  by  its  appeals  hostlers,  cook  wenches,  chambermaids  and  boot- 
to  his  passions  had  turned  him   frantic— in  the  ad-    blacks? 

•dress  which  the  abolitionists  have  recently  made,  '•  [Here  several  gentlemen  from  the  non-slavehold- 
not  to  the  masters  but  to   the  slaves  of  the  United    mg  states  dissented!. 

btates-and  in  resolutions  which  they  have  adopted  Mr.  C.  proceeded.  This  state  of  things,  it  is  true, 
at  ^anoys  01  their  nieetings.  we  have  some  evidence  may  not  exist  in  the  neighborhoods  of  particular  gcn- 
01  the  truth  of  this  declaration.  Vile  slanderers  of  tlemen,  but  it  is  to  some  extent  the  necessary  state  of 
the  citizen  reputation  of  the  south,  we  believe  ycu  society  where  domeslic  slavery  does  not  exist:  and  I 
not;  but,  in  your  hypocritical  tones,  we  recognise  the  will  ask  if  such  a  state  of  society  is  congenial  with 
bay  of  the  bloodhound  thirsting  for  our  blood.  :  the  principles  of  a  government  based  on  the  broad 

A3  a  spectmen  oi  such  meetings  as  have  thrown  off  foundation  of  equality  in  its  citizen  ponulation' 
all  reserve,  1  will  quote   a  part  of  the   nroceedino-s '      i7       i  .  ■.      ■.■  .     ,      . 

unanimous  y  adopted  "at  a  meeting  of  fhe  Liberty  '  ^Tr  "^  TZ"^  '^.'  ^'^T"^  "  ''"^  ■=o''ner-stone  of  a 
party,  held  December  29ih  184?  at  the  tow^'of  i'"-?^'"''''.'  ""^  "^V'^"'  "J  "':^T'"^'"''1  Y'"^''  ^^"^- 
Williamsburg,  Kings  county,  New  York  "  l>ty  produces  and  dierishcs  is  the  vestal  that  fans  the    ... 

conS:":r:n^<;^  '-'r  ^-f.^-'--  r-y  '^  --^-i^^^^-'i^il^^h^l^'^^i.et^^^ 

contrary  lo  all  divine  law,  and  that,  to  use  the  words 
of  John  Wesley,  'it  is  the  sum  of  all  villainy;'  There- 
fore, 

"BesoZrrf,  That  should  the  slaves  at  the  south  en-    „.umu  ounce,  one  oi   me  most  pnilosophic  statesmen    nrocnred  hv  the  fr.'.^Ai       \'-T   ■'""  "'"^  are  easily 
deavor  to  gain  their  natural  rights  and  liberty,  'peace-   that  the  world  has  ever   produced,  when  advoea  big    C  will  ceV. Ink    '  '^  "I'lnstrious.    Their  sifna- 

ablyil   they  can  /„rc;W^,y  ,/.,,„„,,<,- we  should  not    in    the   British   pariiament,  in   177,5,    a    conciliatory  j  rfVe^a"^^,^^^ 

but  tZi°  '"',"■  r.V"P''l'',"S,  "''  'r-""^  ^"''''  '"'''"^  t°"-  =  "l^  this  count'ry,  made'  allusion  to  thil  !  notwi.rslandL  thTt  ^1"  "^  '^^  '"'''  dema,.ogue, 
Wl.  "J  ,';  '  °'^  that  noble-hearted  democrat,    tendency  of  domestic  slavery.     In  speaking  of  its  in-     o.     if  tie  h,™^^^^  pronounced  us  "the  fe- 

WLll,amLe.ggct,'we  would   pray  that  the  b.ittle    fl»ence  on  Ihethen  Southern  American  colonies,  now    Te^"  ton  or  sid/t^ 

might  go  with  the  oppressed.'  ,  the  southern   states  of  the  glorious  old   thirteen,  he  I  pears  to  be  ^n„  ant'  J]°  ""'  ''r"°"'  "  -''"''^  '''a'  '•P" 

''V\  hereas  the  .slave  power,  by  striking  down  the    said,  "the  haughtiness  of  d..minat,on  combines  with    I  scarcely  kiow  on  "  ."''^/""fo'-t'^  of  this  life,  and 
right  of  petition,  lynching  citizens  of  the  free  north,    the  spirit  of  freedom,  fortifies  it,  knd  renders   it  in-    tented  wfti    hiJ        V-  •^'  '^""^  "°^  ^fP-^"  to  be  con- 

incible."     It  is  this  influence,  sir,   combined  with    have  been  rescneT^otlTr     ?^""'   institution  they 
mother  cause,  which  we  have  seen  so  fully  exempli-  '  and   sunerstiHon    vM.  ''^*/'°"'l  of  isnoranci 

ied  in  our  own  history,  and  wbbh   has  so  ofien  L,t  :  „:1.  '"i^^.' :.':l°"  Y^"^*'.  overshadows  benighted  Af- 


,      ..    . ".II.   .13   iiiui.-,,    La,e  as   ine 

young  and  able-bodied?  Or  from  what  source  do 
they  suppose  that  the  master  would  be  able  to  pre- 
serve the  feeble  and  superannuated  from  starvation,  if 
the  young  and  active  were  liberated?  The  obliga- 
tion between  the  master  and  slave  are  reciprocal- 
and  every  slave  knows  that  he  has  as  a  great  a  right 
to  demand  from  his  master  a  comfortable  support  in 
his  old  age  as  the  master  has  to  demand  Irom  him 
a  moderate  degree  oflabor  in  his  youth. 

Tojndgc  from  the  situation   of  the  negro  race  in 
Africa,  as  deserihed  by  all  travellers,  no  man  of  can- 

be.ter.han  that  of  the  abject  AfricT n  g  n^il 
native  land  laboring  under  the  most  sava-e  bai! 
h:,rism  and  degrading  superstitions  thatever  fettered 


ai. ui., 1.1  uau::c,  VI, I, eii  HB  jiavc  seen  so  luiiy  exempli- '  and    sntipi-slitlnr,    ,.,K-   i  --•■■■..". i^.  u,    ,si,oiii,K-B 

fied  in  our  own  history,  and  wbbh   has  so  often  first '  Zl      i^v        L  "  "^hich   overshadows  benighted  Af- 
soundedthe   tocsin  in   the  slaveholding  states,  when  |  into'civlii^eHbl-in"  eonverted  from  savages 

the  course  of  events  has  threatened  danger  to  the  con-  '  tnChlZ^'^.t    !?Fi  .'Z"'"^  "'^  ^^'™  f"-'™  Paranisin 


breaking  open  the  mails,  and  passing 

other  arbitrary   laws,  is  making  continual  eneroach- 

ments  upon  the  liberty  of  the  states:  Therefore, 

".RMo/rerf,  That  it  is   high  time  that  these  things   sounoeu  me   locsin  in   tne  slaveholiting  states,  when  '  into  ^lv;ii,»^  i,"     ' 

should  «„..,  for  thet,.me  is  fast  approaching  when    the  course  of  events  has  threatened  dan|er  to  the  con- I  to  Phrisl^^^^^^  .      •'.- ' " - 

slavery  Huisf  be  abolished,  by  peaceable  means,  OR.  stitution  through  the  exercise  of  undelegated  powers  i  lo  ^'k'nnul^^-'  r  1'  !"""  '^''°"''  t'>e '^''o.ssest  idolatry 
—— "  ^  by  the  federal  head.  '  I    hev  have  ^^    £? 'T!  ^°<'-    Can  you  doubt  that 

Because  we  refuse  to  allow  resolutions  and  peti-  ,:      D:unestic  slavery  is  not  only  denounced  as  anti-re-        rh^ve  n.         ^.^"ffited  hy  the  exchanL^c? 
tions  of  this  character  to  be   received  by  this  house,    publican,  but  it  is  also  condemned  as  irreligious.-   tiirVs    of  ^hlV','   ''^  ^1"^'  '^'"  '  ''"^^  seen  pic- 
u     "?.    f™^;™"^  that   the  gentleman  from  Massa-    Not  only  has  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  pro-    m.^ph  of  1^        '^''^''-ess  of  the  s.iffering  condition  of 
ehusells  should   endeavor  to  excite   the  prejudices  of  nounced  it  a  "sinand  a  misfortune,"  but  I  have  s'een  ^  eomn,  Ln    rP"P"''"°"'  "'^'  "'°'"''  ''-■»"'  tears  of 
our  brehren  of  the  non-slavebolding  states  against  us    resolutions  adopted  at  anti-slavery  meetinc^sdecTar- i  reaTtv  ""'    °"'',  1"^   '■"'■'<''■     ^.o   has  not 

by  constantly  declarmg  that  the  rights  of  the  north  ing  that  it  was  a  "libel  on  Christianity  to  say  that  a  ,astveL?h''^  'Tl'  ^™™  Great  Britain  for  the 
are  outraged,  and  that  ne  are  by  the  Slst  rule   driv-   slaveholder  can  be  a  christian."  "*  I  f^;  !u^*f ',.^^  '"°''   heart-rending  accounts   of  the 

ing  this  union  to  its  dissolution?"  How  much  better  As  I  have  already  remarked,  we  are  not  sent  here  '  mnnn  f^c^.H^'^'''.?-  P""^^''"'"".?  among  (he  poor  in  her 
would  It  become  him  to  use  his  great  weigiit  of  cha-  to  convert  th^s  hail  into  a  Iheolog  cal  seminarv  c^  to  ^  s"^nHs  of  o  ?  u""'"="'  "^^"''^  hundreds  and  thou- 
racterin  endeavoring  to  soothe  instead  of  excitmg  discuss  questions  of  religionand  moralityjbutkssucb  1^^^  oi'hne»d/^'r„Tt, '^f''''''''^'  ^™  ^ntTenng  for  the 

^  "'^^*"-    -^f  tbe  language  of  their  own  papers. 
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"The  means  of  employment  taken  au-ay,  the  doors 
or  Iheivorkshop  closed  in  insolvency,  and  the  gates 
of  the  fartorv  rhnined.fasi  by  bankniptcy,  starvation 
meets  the  fathers  of  families  when  they  return  to 
their  homes,  and  if  they  fly  from  the  cries  of  their 
chiltiren  to  seek  relief  ab'nad,  there  is  nought  to 
f.reet  them  in  the  streets  but  despair."  In  many  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  persons  are  said  to  be  actually  dying 
of  starvation. 

The  abolitionists  of  Great  Britain  may  unite  with 
the  abolitionists  of  this  coinitry  in  shedding  crocodile 
tears  over  the  fancied  sulferings  of  the  African  race, 
but  when  I  compare  the  situation  of  our  well-fed, 
contented  slaves,  with  the  famished  condition  of  the 
millions  of  their  countrymen  who  are  without  employ- 
ment or  the  means  of  "support,  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  much  more  occasion  for  their  sympathies  at 
home.  Ill  view  of  the  condition  of  things  existing 
there,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  system  in  which  the 
law  and  humanity  both  combine  to  ensure  a  comfor- 
'table  support  to'lhe  laborer  when  he  is  no  longer 
able  to  work,  is  at  least  as  consonant  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  liumanity  as  that  which  em- 
ploys him  for  a  bare  subsistence  as  long  as  his  labor 
is  profitable  to  the  employer,  and  then  turns  him  out 
to  starve. 

I  feel  that  I  owe  some  apology  to  the  committee 
for  having  occupied  so  much  of  its  time  in  answering 
incidental  remarks  of  the  gentlemani  from  Massa- 
chusetts upon  questions  so  irrelevant  to  the  question 
before  it;  but  remarks  of  the  same  character  have  so 
frequently  been  made  by  the  gentleman  and  others 
■without  reply,  that  I  determined  no  longer  to  remain 
a  silent  spectator.  Some  gentlemen  may  think  that 
I  have  taken  extreme  positions;  hut  I  have  given  to 
tlie  subject  much  consideration,  and  have  said  no- 
thing in  the  course  of  my  remarks  that  I  would,  if 
in  m>  power  recall. 

There  are  still  other  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
upon  which  I  am  disposed  to  touch;  hut  by  several  [ 
gentlemen  are  evidently  anxious  to  be  heard  in  reply 
to  him,  aed  as  the  debate  must,  under  the  rule  of  the  j 
house,  soon  termniate,  I  will  yield  the  floor  to  another,  j 
Before  I  do  so,  however,  permit  me  to  return  my  i 
thanks  to  those  patriotic  gentlemen  from  the  non-  I 
slaveholdiug  states  who  have  hitherto  done  all  in 
their  power  to  prevent  this  body  being  made  the 
channel  of  incendiarism  between  the  abolitionists  of 
the  north  and  the  slaves  of  the  south.  I  exhort  them 
to  persevere  In  well-doing.  The  permanency  of  the 
union  depends  upon  our  maintaining  the  position 
which,  through  their  aid,  we  have  been  enabled  to 
assume. 

Note  A — There  was  a  part  of  Mr.  Adams'  speech 
to  which  it  was  my  intention  to  have  replied;  but,  in 
my  anxiety  not  to  occupy  an  undue  portion  of  the 
time  allotted  liy  a  resolution  of  the  house  to  the  de- 
bnle.  a  note  which  I  had  taken,  and  upon  v/hich  I 
intended  to  base  the  reply,  escaped  my  observation. 

He  had  slated  in  effect  that,  "m  the  event  of  any 
of  the  slaveholding  states  applying  to  congress  to 
suppress  insurrection,  congress  would  obtain  full  and 
plenary  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
such  states,  and  might  abolish  it." 

The  note  which  1  had  taken  upon  this  part  of  his 
remarks,  and  which  escaped  my  observation,  was 
this:  "A  portion  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  Pihode 
Island  are  said  to  be  at  this  time  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection. Suppose  that  she  should  apply  to  congress 
to  suppress  this  insurrection,  woidd  the  occurrence 
of  such  aa  event,  confer  on  congress  the  right  to 
abolish  the  government  of  Rhode  Island,  or  any  of 
her  insiituti  ins?" 

I\fnT,f;  3 — A,  a  further  evidence  of  the  ruinous  ef- 
fect of  emancipation  madness  on  the  production  of 
the  British  We^t  India  islands,  I  refer  to  the  follow 
iiig  paragraph,  which  has  within  the  last  few  days 
appeared  in  several  of  the  public  prints: 

'•  Exlranrdhirivy  change.  The  island  of  Jamaica  for- 
merly cxpDrted  a  large  quantity  of  sugar;  now  it  is 
imp  irled  into  that  island.  Mr.  .1.  a  respectable  and 
enterprising  merchant  of  this  city,  within  four  months 
shipped  :i  large  quantity  of  sugar  to  Jamaica.  The 
article  si.ld  so  well,  and  to  so  good  a  profit,  that  he 
is  preparing  to  repeat  the  adventure. 

[.Veil)  i'ork  Jlmerican. 


StiiU  of  Hhi^ie  Island  anil  Providence  Plnnfnlions, 
GcneraUh!;c,nbhj,JIaysessinn,A.  D.  18-12. 
Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  reqnesleil  to  inform 
the   president  of  the  United  States  that  the  govern- 
ment of  this  stale  has  been  duly  elected  and  organiz- 


Madisonian  bore  internal  evidence  on  its  face  of  hav- 
ing emanaled  from  the  post  office  department.  It 
was  evidently  written  by  some  one  belonging  to  or 
having  access  to  the  department.  Whatever  letter 
he  (Mr.  B.)  had   written    for  the  last  twelve  years 


ed  under  the  constitution    of  the  same,  and  that  the  !  that  the  other   party    was  in  power,  he  was  willing 
eneral  assembly  are  now  in  session  and  proceeding  1  should  be  read    by   the  whole  world;  but  he  would 


to  discharge  their  duties  according  to  the  provisions 
of  said  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  make 
the  same  communication  to  the  president  of  the  se- 
nate and  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  be  laid  before  the  two  houses  of  congress  of  the 
United  States, 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  make 
the  same  communication  to  the  governors  of  the  se- 
veral states,  to  be  laid  before  their  res.pective  legis- 
latures,   A  true  copy.    Witness;     W,  H,  SMITH, 
Secretary  of  Mate,  ^ 

Petitions  were  presented,   for   making  Galena  a 


not  allow  garbled  and  false  statements  to  be  made  to 
misrepresent  his  communications. 

Mr.  Linn  was  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  no 
matters  of  secrecy  in  connexion  with  the  appoint- 
ments to  office.  The  remarks  made  in  the  Madiso- 
nian  concerning  him  were  without  foundation:  he  had 
never  condemned  the  course  of  his  colleague  in  re- 
lation to  the  papers,  because  he  had  never  consider- 
ed them  confidential. 

Mr.  Preston  thought  there  were  some  delicate  to- 
pics involved  in  the  business.  He  could  never  de- 
fine what  was  the  nature  of  records  on  file  in  relation 
to  appointments;  whether  they  were  to  be  considered 


port  of  entry;  from  Wayne  county,  Pa.  for  protection  j  as  archives  of  the  department,  or  whether  as  belong- 


of  home  industry;    from   coach   and    harness  silver 


T  \V  E  .\  T  V-S  E  V  K  ^  T  H   C  O  K  G  11  E  S  S , 

SECOXD  SKSSION. 


SEN.VI'K. 

M.w  5.  Mr.  Woodliury  ollered  a  resolution  to 
cliange  the  hour  of  meeting  to  11  A.  M,  instead  of 
]:>  .M,  which  resolution  lies  over.  The  senate  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

May  !),  The  president  if  the  senate  laid  before  the 
body  the  following  resolutions  from  the  stale  of  Rhode 
Maud;  which  were  read  by  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate, and  ordered  to  lio  on  the  table: 


plate  manufacturers,  staling  that  the  reduction  of 
duty  to  20  per  cent,  will  disable  them  from  compet- 
ing with  the  foreign  article;  from  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania showing  the  absolute  necessity  of  definite 
action  on  the  tariff  before  the  30ih  June  next;  from 
Erie,  praying  completion  of  Erie  harbor;  from  Jersey 
city,  praying  for  a  tariff;  from  saddlers,  harness  ma- 
kers and  silver  plate  manufacturers  of  Trenton, 
against  a  reduction  of  duty  to  20  per  cent.;  from 
ciiamberof  commerce  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  for  repairs 
of  custom  house;  and  from  Pope  county,  Missouri, 
for  a  grant  of  land  for  a  county  seat. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Thursday 
last  by  Mr.  Benfcn,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commiinicale  to  the  senate  all  the  in- 
formation which  may  be  in  the  general  land  office 
imputing  improper  conduct  in  the  register's  ofiice  to 
N.  P.  Taylor,  present  register  and  former  clerk  in 
the  land  office  at  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Benton  then  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  of  how  the  Madisonian  newspaper  ob- 
tained knowledge  of  certain  papers  on  file  and  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  .Mr.  Watson 
as  deputy  postmaster  at  St.  Louis,  and  of  the  nomi- 
nation of  Samuel  B,  Churchill,  Rlr,  B,  did  not  ask 
for  its  immediate  consideration. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  bill  to  provide  further  reme- 
dial justice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 

Mr,  Bii-clumun  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
eat  length  against  the  bill,  contending  that  it  was 
always  dangerous  to  trench  on  the  sovereignty  of  the 
stales,  and  insisting  that  even  though  such  a  step  as 
that  proposed  by  the  bill  was  constitulional,  still 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  and  improper  to  depart 
from  the  usage  of  half  a  century,  and  which  had  al- 
ways been  found  to  work  well, 

Mr,  Ckoate  desired  to  say  something  on  the  bill,  on 
some  fitting  occasion.  The  hour  was  then  late,  and 
as  there  was  some  business  to  he  done  in  executive 
session,  he  would  move  that  the  senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business;  which  mo- 
tion having  been  agreed  to — 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

May  10,  JMr,  Buchanan  presented  a  petition  of 
the  umbrella  manufacturers  of  Piiiladelphia,  com- 
plaining of  a  violation  of  their  rights  under  the  coin- 
promise  act  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent,  on  French  siik,  and  praying  a  duty  of  §1  on 
each  silk,  50  cents  on  each  gingham,  and  25  cents  on 
each  cotton  umbrella  imported.  Their  export  trade 
to  West  Indies  and  South  America  is  now  destroyed 
and  they  ask  a  draw  back  of  20  per  cent, 

Mr,  Tallmadgc  presented  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York  in  relation  to  the  reform  of  the 
post  office  laws. 

Mr.  Benton^s  resolution  offered  yesterday  was  then 
taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Jilerrick  said,  when  the  resolution  was  first  in- 
troduced, he  had  called  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
it  as  one  a  very  extraordinary  character.  The  idea 
of  inquiring  into  the  manner  in  which  an  editor  of  a 
paper  obtained  facts  was  certainly  a  very  novel  pro- 
ceeding, to  say  the  least.  That  the  senate  should  in- 
struct one  of  its  committees  to  make  inquiry  as  to 
how  an  editor  obtained  his  information  struck  him 
as  entirely  unprecedented;  and  it  did  appear  to  him 
that  the  simple  reading  of  the  resolution  would  be 
sufficient  to  put  it  down,  and  convince  the  senate  that 
it  was  not  a  subject  for  its  investigation. 

Mr.  Benton  insisted  that  the  motion  was  of  a  deep- 
er, wider,  and  graver  character  than  the  senator 
from  Maryland  seemed  to  suppose;  and  grew  out  of 
the  senator's  own  motion  beibre  the  senate,  relating 
to  papers  which  were  held  to  be  secret  by  the  de- 
partment.    Mr.  B.  couteudeU  that  the  article  in  the 


ing  to  the  writers,  or  the  persons  to  v/hom  they  were 
addressed.  It  was  not  the  first  time  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  this  subject.  In  his  own  case  he  had 
written  a  letter  in  relation  to  a  postmaster,  which 
he  found  had  been  read,  which  recommendation  had 
been  mixed  up  with  party  and  personal  considera- 
tions. He  found  on  going  to  the  department,  that  it 
was  a  general  rule  to  expose  letters  to  persons  asking 
f>r  them  connected  with  appointments.  It  would  be 
desirable  to  settle  the  right  in  such  cases,  whether 
the  letters  were  the  property  of  the  writers, or  the 
persons  receiving  them,  or  whether  they  belonged  to 
the  archives  of  the  departments.  There  had  been  a 
case  where  a  certain  high  officer  of  the  government 
did  lake  them  as  his  own  property.  There  v/as  the 
letler  of  General  Jesup  to  Blair,  which  was  consi- 
dered by  General  Jackson  of  so  much  consequence 
that  he  made  it  official.  He  recognised  the  right  of 
?ntleman  to  see  the  letters  which  he  had  writ- 
ten.    The  resolution,  he   thought,  did  not   by   any 

?ans  settle  the  matter  at  issue. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Linn^ 
Jlerrick  and  Preston,  the  subject  was  dropped  for  the 
present. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  provide  further 
remedial  justice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States; 
when  Mr.  Chonle  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
very  considerable  length,  chiefly  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Buchanan  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Hunlinglo7i  said  it  was  then  half  past  three 
o'clock,  and  he  would  move  to  go  into  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business,  which  motion  having  pre- 
vailed, the  senate  went  into  executive  session;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

May  11.  The  ;)rfsirfni(  of  the  senate  being  indis- 
posed, Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  took  the  chair. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  president  of  the  United  States: 
IVashinglon,  May  10,  1842. 

The  reason  for  active  hostilities  in  Florida  having 
nearly  terminated,  my  attention  has  necessarily  been 
directed  to  the  course  of  measures  to  be  pursued 
hereafter  in  relation  to  the  few  Indians  yet  remaining 
in  that  territory.  Their  number  is  believed  not  to 
exceed  two  hundred  and  forty,  of  whom  there  are 
supposed  to  be  about  eighty  warriors,  or  males  capa- 
ble of  bearing  arms.  The  further  pursuit  of  the,se 
miserable  beings  by  a  large  military  force  seems  to 
be  as  injudicious  as  it  is  unavailing.  The  history  of 
the  last  year's  campaign  in  Florida  has  satisfactorily 
shown  that,  notwilhstanding  the  vigorous  and  inces- 
sant operations  of  our  troops,  which  cannot  be  ex- 
ceeded, the  Indian  mode  of  warfare,  their  dispersed 
condition,  and  the  very  smallness  of  their  numbers, 
which  increases  the  difficnlly  of  finding  them  in  the 
abundant  and  almost  inaccessible  hiding  places  of 
the  territory,  render  any  further  attempt  to  subdue 
them  by  force  impracticable,  except  by  the  employ- 
ment of  the  most  expensive  means.  The  exhibition 
of  force,  and  the  constant  effort  to  capture  and  de- 
stroy them,  of  course  places  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  overtures  to  surrender.  It  is  believed  by  the  dis- 
tinguished officer  in  command  there,  that  a  different 
system  should  now  be  pursued  to  attain  the  entire 
removal  of  all  the  Indians  in  Florida,  And  he  re- 
commends that  hostilities  should  cease,  unless  the  re- 
newal of  them  be  rendered  necessary  by  new  aggres- 
sions; that  communications  should  be  opened  by 
means  of  the  Indians  with  him  to  induce  them  to  a 
peaceful  and  volunlary  surrender;  and  that  the  mili- 
tary operations  should  hereafter  be  directed  to  the 
protection  of  the  inhabitants. 

These  views  are  corroborated  by  the  governor  of 
the  territory,  by  many  of  its  most  intelligent  citizens, 
and  by  numerous  officers  of  the  army  who  have  serv- 
ed and  are  still  serving  in  that  region. 

Mature  reflection  has  satisfied  me  that  these  re- 
commendations are  sound  and  just.     And  I  rejoice 
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that,  consistently  with  duty  to  Florida,!  mny  i';idu!;e 
my  ilcsire  to  prainote  the  great  interests  of  hiimaiiity, 
ari'l  e.vtcnd  the  re  ij:n  of  peaee  and  a:ood  vviij,  by  ter- 
minating tlie  \i:dia|ipY  warfare  tiiat  iias  been  so  lon.j; 
carried  on  there,  and,  al  tlie  same  lime,  gratii'y  my 
anxiety  to  rcduoe  tlie  demands  upon  llie  treasury  by 
curtailing  the  extraordinary  expenses  which  have 
attended  the  contest.  I  have,  therefore,  authorised 
the  colonel  in  eommand  there,  as  soon  as  he  shall 
deem  it  expedient,  to  declare  that  hostilities  a2:ainst 
the  Indians  have  ceased,  and  that  they  will  not  be 
renewed,  unless  provoked  and  rendered  indispensa- 
ble by  new  outrages  on  their  part;  but  that  neither 
citizens  nor  troops  are  to  be  restrained  from  any  ne- 
cessary and  proper  acts  of  self-defence  a2:ainst  any 
attempts  to  molest  them.  He  is  instrurted  to  open 
communications  with  those  yet  remaining,  and  en- 
deavor, by  all  practieahle  means,  to  persuade  them 
to  consult  their  true  interests  by  joining  their. breth- 
ren at  the  west.  And  directions  have  been  given  far 
establishmg  a  cordon  or  line  of  protection  for  the  in- 
habitants by  the  necessary  number  of  troops. 

But,  to  render  this  system  of  protection  effectual, 
it  is  essential  that  settlements  of  our  citizens  should 
be  made  within  the  line  so  established,  and  that  they 
should  be  armed,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  at- 
tack. In  order  to  afford  inducements  to  such  settle- 
ments, 1  submit  to  the  consideration  of  congress  the 
propriety  of  allowing  a  reasonable  quantity  of  land 
to  the  head  of  each  family  that  shall  permanently 
occupy  it,  antl  of  extending  the  existing  provisions 
on  that  subject,  so  as  to  permit  the  issue  of  rations 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  settlers  for  one  year.  And, 
as  few  of  them  will  probably  be  provided  with  arms, 
it  would  be  expedient  to  authorise  the  loan  of  mus- 
kets and  the  delivery  of  a  proper  quantity  of  cartrid- 
ges, or  of  powder  and  balls.  By  such  means  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a  hardy  population  will  soon  occupy 
the  rich  soil  of  the  frontiers  of  Florida,  who  will  be 
as  capable  as  willing  to  defend  themselves  and  their 
homes,  and  thus  relieve  the  government  from  anxiety 
or  expenses  for  their  protection. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

The  communication  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Prcslon  moved  to  refer  the  letter  to  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sevier  inquired  how  much  of  the  $100,000  ap- 
propriated a  few  years  ago  to  buy  a  place  with  these 
Indians  had  been  expended  in  its  object. 

Mr.  Preston  could  not  say.  Mr.  P.  here  spoke  of 
tlie  energy  and  diligence  of  the  commander  in  Flo- 
rida, whose  conduct  was  above  all  praise;  and  of  the 
unwearied  eflbrts  of  the  troops,  through  weather, 
swamps  and  hammocks,  having  done  all  that  troops 
could  do. 

Mr.  Sevier  would  not  detract  ffom  their  honors, 
but  thought  some  of  the  wholesale  praise  should  be 
bestowed  on  the  eight  or  ten  Osages,  who,  he  would 
undertake  to  say,  had  contributed  more  to  bring  in 
the  Indians  than  l!ie  whole  army.  Nearly  all  of  the 
2  or  300  lately  come  in,  had  come  in  by  their  per- 
suasion. Tie  plan  of  an  armed  occupation  had  been 
suggested  by  Mr.  Beninn,  and  was  then  opposed  by 
Mr.  Preston,  but  now  it  appears  that  the  same  plan  is 
recommended. 

The  letter  was  then  referred  to  the  military  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Preston  piit  a  qiiestion  to  the  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  committee  in  reference  to  the  copy  right 
law,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  obtain  information 
when  the  report  would  be  made. 

The  answer  of  Mr.  Berrien  was  not  very  satisfacto- 
ry to  the  friends  of  the  law.  Ho  saii:l  that  the  com- 
mittee were  ready  to  report  and  had  been  for  more 
than  two  months  past.  Tliey  had  not  reported,  how- 
ever, for  the  reason  that  the  gentleman  who  had  in- 
troduced the  bill  (Mr.  Clinj)  begged  that  the  report 
might  he  retained  until  additional  information  be  laid 
before  the  committee.  The  committee  had  retained 
the  report  for  another  purpose.  They  were  opposed 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  in  his  seat  expressed  himself  grati- 
fied to  hear  it,  and  without  further  remark  the  sub- 
ject passed  from  the  senate. 

The  resolution  of  i\Ir.  Benton  calling  upon  the  com- 
mittee on  post  oflices  and  post  roads  to  make  certain 
inquiries  at  to  a  publication  in  regard  to  himself  iti 
the  Madisonian,  came  up. 

Mr.  Merrick  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  before 
proceeding  in  his  remarks  proposed  a  substitute  to  the 
resolution,  by  declaring  that  the  papers  laid  before 
the  senate  for  consideration  in  the  executive  session 
could  not  be  made  puhlie  without  violating  the  rules 
of  the  senate,  and  declaring  further  that  the  papers 
should  be  returned  to  the  department  after  being  dis- 
posed of  in  the  senate.  Mr.  M.  sai.l  but  little  of  the 
case  immediately  under  consideration,  but  made  a 
strong  argument  in  defence  of  the  resolutions,  which 
censured  the  course  indu-ectly  taken  by  Mr.  Benton 
in  abstracting  papers  for  pubJicatioQ.     Mr.  Meiiick, 


in  ennclysion  of  his  remarks,  paid  a  compliment  to 
the  present  head  of  the  post  oftico  department.  Mr. 
51.  said,  in  his  oflicial  position  as  the  chairman  of  the 
post  office  committee,  he  made  frequent  visits  to  the 
department  and  he  found  the  post  master  general  at 
his  post  early  and  late;  he  was  there  at  all  times,  al- 
ways industrious,  and  faithful  as  he  believed  and  de- 
voted to  the  best  interests  of  the  government  in  his 
particular  branch  of  service. 

Mr.  .t/rtngiiiii  thought  that  but  little  good  would 
come  of  the  resolution.  He  was  surprised  that  it 
should  have  been  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri and  that  the  senator  should  have  allowed  him- 
self to  have  been  for  a  moment  disturbed  by  what 
appeared  in  the  common  sevver  of  the  city,  (meaning 
the  Madisonian),  which  had  made  some  comments 
upon  Mr.  JSfiifmi  which  prompted  him  to  offer  the  re- 
solution. 

i\Ir.  Benton  said  he  did  not  care  what  the  editor 
said,  but  these  remarks  came  from  the  postmaster 
general. 

Mr.  J\hmgmn  continued  and  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  senator  from  Maryland,  a  whig,  should  have 
defended  the  head  of  the  post  office  department.  He 
had  prostituted  the  patronage  of  his  office  to  party 
purposes;  it  was  surprising  that  any  one  should  have 
defended  the  fidelity  of  such  a  man. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  should  defend  merit  wherever 
or  in  whomsoever  he  found  it;  and  should  do  so  re- 
gardless of  what  the  senator  from  North  Carolina  or 
any  one  else  might  think.  What  he  had  said  of  the 
postmaster  general  he  had  spoken  as  one  having  of- 
ficial connection  with  him.  As  to  the  patronage  of 
his  olfLce,  be  scorned  to  talk  about  it.  Mr.  Merrick, 
at  the  suggestion  of  friends,  withdrew  his  resolutions 
here,  intending  to  offer  them  as  an  independent  pro- 
position. Mr.  Benton^s  original  resolution  was  then 
laid  upon  the  table  by  a  vote  nearly  unanimous. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  further  to  provide  remedial  justice  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States;  when 

Mr.  Huntington  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  until 
four  P.  M.  bis  speech  being  replete  with  legal  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston^  the  senate  adjourned. 


ate  the 
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;  HOUSE  OF  HEPtiESENTAl'lVES. 

Thursoay,  May  5.  Mr.  .'?ni/rfics,  of  Ohio,  intro- 
duced to  the  house  the  lion.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  re- 
presentative from  the  16th  congressional  district  of 
that  stale,  vice  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  resigned.  He 
was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Ilabersluim  presented  from  the  minority  of  the 
conimitee  on  manufactures,  a  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff.  The  same  number  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  as  had  been  ordered  of  the  report  of  the 
majority. 

i\lr.  Saltonstull  announced  that,  as  there  was  a  ne- 
cessity of  disposing  of  the  tariff  before  the  30lh  of 
June  next,  after  which  day  no  duties  could  be  col- 
lected unless  some  legal  provision  on  the  subject 
should  first  be  made,  that  he  should,  although  there 
had  been  an  unusual  deliy  in  making  the  counter  re- 
port by  the  minority,  urge  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  reported  by  him  as  early  after  the  recess  as  pos- 
sible. 

•  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.,  asked  leave  to  present  a 
memorial  on  the  tariff.  Objection  was  made.  He 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules.  It  was  negatived.  The 
house  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Mo.vD.w,  May  9.  Mr.  Harris  from  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  alfairs,  to  whom  has  been  referred  a 
memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Iowa  territory  for  the 
removal  of  the  Winncbagoes  from  "the  neutral 
ground,"  to  some  more  suitable  district,  made  a  re- 
port, which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  f^evy,  on  leave  given,  presented  certain  papers 
in  connection  with  whieli  Mr.  L.  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted: 
I  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  adopted  by  the  peo- 
!  pie  of  Florida,  assembled  in  convention  at  St.  Jo- 
'  seph  in  the  month  of  December,  A.  D.  1S38,  togetli- 
I  er  with  the  memorial  addressed  to  congress  by  a 
'  committee  of  said  convention,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  territories,  and  that  two  thousand 
extra  copies  of  said  constitution  and  memorial  be 
I  printed  for  the  use  of  this  house. 
!  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  on  leave  given,  pre- 
sented certain  memorials  from  citizens  of  Maryland 
in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff.  Referred. 
I  Mr.  Milton  Brown,  of  judiciary  eomuiittee,  report- 
ed a  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  therein  namcil;  fixing  it  at  Jack- 
!  son.  in  West  Tennessee,  on  the  2d  Mondays  of  Oct. 
and  April;  and  at  ICnoxville,  East  i  enne.ssee,  on  the 
first  Mondays  of  November  and  May.  The  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  Wednesday^  last,  being  the 


motion  of  Mr.  IVise  to  print  the  message  of  the  pre- 
sident and  the  accompany  reports  and  dBcumenIs 
from  the  comniissicners  appointed  to  investi^ 
affairs  of  the  -\ew  York  custmn  house.  ' 

Which  said    motion  Mi.  Unileneond  had 
amend  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words 

"But  in  printing  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents,  this  house  does  not  intend  to  approve  or 
sanction  the  institution  of  this  commission,  it  bein"- 
the  opinion  of  this  house  that  the  president  has  no 
rightful  authority  to  appoint  and  commission  officers 
to  investiiate  abuses,  or  to  procure  information  for 
the  president  to  act  upon,  and  to  compensate  such 
officers  at  public  expense  without  authority  express- 
ly given  by  law." 

Mr.  Cnshing,  who  held  the  floor  from  Wednesday, 
resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks,  defending  the 
powerof  the  president  to  appoint  the  commission. 

Mr.  Underwood  contended  again  that  the  president 
had  not  the  power. 

Mr.  .Idams  argued  in  favor  of  the  power,  on  the 
part  of  the  president,  to  appoint  the  commission. 

The  house  finally  ordered  the  printing  of  all  the 
reports  under  the  direction  of  the  clerk,  so  that  there 
should  be  no  extra  printing  of  testimony. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois",  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Sesclred,  That  a  copy  of  the  reports  of  each  of 
the  eommissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  New- 
York  custom  bruise  shall  be  printed  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  clerk  of  the  hou^e,  and  when  so 
printed  shall  be  stitched  together  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  made  to  the  president. 

Resolved  also.  That  a  copy  of  all  the  testimony  and 
documents  reported  by  said  commissioners  shall  be 
printed  under  the  superintendence  of  said  clerk,  and 
that  he  prevent  the  printing  more  than  once  of  each 
or  any  one  of  said  reports  and  of  said  testimony  and 
documents. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Cashing  moved  that  5,000  extra 
copies  be  printed. 

To  which  motion  (as  heretofore  suggested  by  Mr. 
Cushing)  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Underwood  was  of- 
fered as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
house  to  take  up  the  report  (on  the  speaker's  table) 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  subject  of 
the  taritf,  which  said  report  had  heretofore  been 
called  for  by  a  resolution  of  this  house. 

No  objection  being  made  the  speaker  laid  the  re- 
port before  the  house. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  v/as  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  in  commit- 
tee the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  general  ap- 
propriation liill,  and  concurred  in  some  and  rejected 
others;  and  the  committee  having  reported  progress, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Mat  10.  The  spenfcei- of  the  house  laid 
upon  the  table  a  communication  from  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  upon  the  subject  of  the  allegations  preferred 
against  him  in  the  report  of  the  hon.  George  Poin- 
dexter,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  affairs  of  the  New  Y'ork  custom  house. 
Mr.  B.  asks  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  be  present 
when  his  ofTicial  conduct  is  examined  into.  His  let- 
ter ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  reports  were  laid  before  congress  from 
the  heads  of  the  departments,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  among  them  one  from  W.  D.  Lewis,  one  of 
the  aiiditiu-s,  vindicating  himself  from  the  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  the  committee  on  public 
expenditures  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Collins,  a  govern- 
ment contractor. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  The  motion  prevailed. 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  took  the  chair. 

The  items  of  the  bill  were  considered,  beginning 
where  it  closed  last  evening,  and  a  controversy 
sprung  up  on  the  B  iston  custom  house,  the  appropri- 
tion  for  the  completion  of  the  custom  house'  having 
been  increased  in  the  senate  for  the  reason  that  the 
sum  proposed  by  the  house  had  been  all  expended. 
The  item  was  debated  in  committee  until  between 
two  and  three  o'clock,  when,  upon  a  division  the 
house  found  itself  without  a  quorum. 

A  call  of  the  house  was  ordered,  and  the  commit- 
tee was  again  formed,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  resumed.  The  house  by  a  vote  of  66  to  60  now 
concurred  in  the  amendment. 

An  item  for  the  New  York  custom  house  appro- 
priating about  $98,000  for  finishing  the  building,  was 
next  considered.  iMr.  Proffit  argued  that  the  money 
had  been  expended  in  the  first  place  in  violation  of 
law,  and  not  only  so,  but  in  defiance  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  t'le  department,  and  the  votes  in  congress.. 
Mr.  Fiihnnre  replied  in  defence  of  the  appropriation. 

The  discussion  was  continued  until  the  oomuultee 
rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Abolit-iom  Convention  is  now  in  session  at  New 
Yorlf.  They  have  relinqnislicd  the  discussion  of  a 
dissnlvUinn  of  the  union,  iii  rel'erenoe  to  whicli  Judge 
Noah's  charge  to  the  grand  jury  contained  the  follow- 
ing allusion. 

"It  is  possble  that  the  objects  and  intentions  of  this 
convention  may  have  been  misrepresented,  for  it  is 
dimcult  to  believe  that  even  fanaticism,  caiiied  to  its 
fullest  extent,  could  have  the  boldness  to  broach  doc- 
trines of  the  most  treasonable  import,  in  the  midst  of 
a  population  devotedly  attached  to  the  union  of  the 
states.  The  people  have  an  undoubted  right  to  assem- 
ble and  discuss  any  question  connected  with  the  main- 
tenance of  their  own  rights  and  the  preservation  of 
our  free  institutions;  but  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that,  in  any  attempt  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  this 
meeting,  however  ostensibly  humane  they  may  be, 
that  such  convention  shall  he  permitted  to  suggest, 
much  less  discuss,  a  proposition  embracing  a  dissolu- 
tion of  our  happy  form  of  government.  Should  the 
experiment  however  be  made,  which  would  evident- 
ly tcn.l  to  a  disastrous  breach  of  the  public  peace,  it 
will  be  your  duty  to  present  the  agitators,  and  indict 
every  person  whose  active  agency  may  lead  to  such 
results,  and  this  court,  by  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
the  laws,  will  convince  any  body  of  men,  malting 
this  city  the  theatre  of  their  deliberations,  that  their 
objects  and  intentions  must  be  strictly  legal,  rational 
and  justifiable." 

Anniversary  or  the  American  seamen's  friend 
SOCIETY.  The  anniversary  of  the  American  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society,  took  place  in  New  York,  on  i 
Monday  evening.  This  societv  has  instituted  chap- ! 
lains  at  Cronstadt,  at  Sydney,"  and  at  the  Cape  of  i 
Good  Hope.  Also,  missionaries  at  Stockholm  and 
Gottenburg;  a  chaplain  at  Havre,  and  one  is  now  on 
his  way  to  Honolulu,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands.  From 
the  rcp>rt  it  appears  that  §7,763  have  been  contri- 
buted during  the  last  year  towards  the  erection  of  a 
sailor's  hom'e  in  New  "York  city,  and  during  tlie  same 
time,  §1,3,099  towards  the  general  cause  of  the  so- 
ciety. The  amount  exceeds  that  contributed  last 
year,  by  §10,161.  The  number  of  pious  captains 
sailing  out  of  ports  in  the  United  States,  is  estimat- 
ed at  600.  Of  sailors,  more  than  ten  times  that 
number. 

Antiqdities  collected  in  Central  America  by  Mr. 
Norman  who  travelltd  in  the  interior  of  Yucatan, 
and  sojourned  several  days  at  Tchechen,  and  other 
places,  never  visited  by  Stephens  and  Catherwood, 
and  abounding  in  the  most  interesting  relics  of  an 
aboriginal  race,  as  well  as  in  monuments  yet  unde- 
cayed  by  time,  have  arrived  here.  It  is  his  inten- 
tion to  send  them  to  some  of  the  northern  museums. 
The  samples  of  sculpture,  statuary,  and  hieroglyphic 
engravings  are  executed  upon  an  exceedingly  hard 
stone,  although  not  a  trace  of  iron  has  been  discov- 
ered in  that  country.  Mr.  Norman's  designs  of  the 
great  temple  at  Tchecheuan  edifice,  400  feet  in 
length,  and  of  a  variety  of  mounds  and  monuments 
which  he  discovered  almost  concealed  by  masses  of 
tangled  and  exuberant  vegetation,  are  fraught  with 
the  deepest  interest  to  the'antiquari_an  and  enquirer. 
[Aciu  Oiieuns  Bit. 

A  DisTiNGiTisHED  STRANGER.  Among  the  passen- 
gers by  the  Great  Western,  was  Mr.  Carle  Ghega, 
chief  engineer  of  the  Austrian  rail  roads.  He  was 
sent  here  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  to  examine 
our  rail  roads,  and  the  progress  made  in  steam  en- 
gines. He  has  been  to  England  on  the  same  mission. 

Central  America.  News  from  Guatemala  to  2d 
April  via  Honduras  informs  that  Carrera  with  2,000 
m'-n  had  marched  to  St.  Salvador,  had  an  interview 
with  Malespiii  its  commandant,  returned  dissatisfied, 
and  disbanded  his  troops.  No  news  of  Morazan  since 
his  re-landing  at  La  Union  in  Salvador  after  an  eyile 
of  three  years.  His  avowed  object  was  to  serve  the 
republic  against  the  Mosquito  Indians,  viho  have  ap- 
propriated a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  republic;  he 
was  afterward  received  with  open  arms  at  San  Mi- 
guel. 

City  debt.  By  the  report  presented  by  the  comp- 
troller, it  appears  that  the  city  on  the  7th  inst.  was 
$13,434  963,  less  the  sum  of  §>j!)8.532,  held  in  slock 
by  the  commissioners,  leaving  an  actual  debt  of 
Sl3,.')36,4f0.  To  complete  the  Croton  works  il 
sun  of  §475.000  will  still  be  required,  which  if  c: 
pended  by  the  Ist  of  August  next,  will  make  the  ac- 
tual city  debt  at  the  time  §13,011,440. 

Consul.  The  president  has  recognised  George 
M.  Thiohor,  as  vice  consul  of  Denmark,  for  the 
slate  o:'  Massachusetts,  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Rhoce  Isiai.d,  to  reside  at  Boston. 


CtiBA.  The  New  York  Herald  gives  from  Man- 
sa:  iila  de  Cuba,  a  rep-^rt  of  a  ne^rro  insurrection  1,5  or 
20  miles  from  St.  Jago,  in  which  fifty  of  them  were 
killed  by  the  soldiery. 

Deaths  in  New  York  last  week  151. 

Emigrants  from  Europe  will  be  very  numerous 
this  year.  They  are  beginning  to  pour  into  New 
York;  60,000  landed  there  last  year;  100,000  are  ex- 
pected there  this  year. 

The  Encampment  at  Reading  (camp  Kosciusko,) 
will  take  place  on  the  18th.  The  duties  will  consist 
in  practical  military  instruction,  two  lectures  on 
military  subjects,  target  firing,  fencing,  sword  exer- 
cise, and  pyrotechny. 

Flour  at  Cincinnati  on  the  .5th  inst.  sold  at  §4  06 
a  $4;  and  of  whiskey  at  12_al3  cents. 

IsDiviDCAL  movements.  C/inite  7)icfre)M  the  aith'^r 
at  To-o:ito  on  the  4th,  has  taken  passage  for  Europe 
in  the  June  packet  from  New  York. 

Lord  jMorpetli  arrived  at  Lexington,  Kentucky  on 
4th  inst.  from  N.  Orleans,  and  proceeded  to  Ashland 
the  seat  of  Henry  Clay. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  arrived  at  Nashville  on  25th  ult. 
visited  General  Jackson  and  returned  in  a  few  days 
to  that  city  accompanied  by  Ex-Governor  Polk,  Mr. 
Paulding  and  General  Jackson.  He  proceeded  next 
to  Ashland  on  a  special  invitation  from  Mr.  Clay. 
Mr.  Clay  met  with  a  most  triumphant  welcome  from 
the  Kcntuckians,  on  his  return  to  Lexington  on  2d 
instant. 

Largest  steam  frigate.  The  British  admiralty 
have  ordered  the  building  of  one  to  be  of  650  horse 
power;  to  have  engine  room  for  600  tons  fuel;  com 
plete  stov,-ago  under  the  hatches  for  1,000  troops, 
with  four  months  stores  and  provisions,  exclusive  of 
a  crew  of  about  450  men;  and  is  to  be  armed  with 
20  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre,  besides  carronades. 
The  vessel  is  expected  lobe  fully  completed  and  rea- 
dy for  use  before  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

Locusts.  Myriads  had  appeared  in  the  central 
districts  of  South  Carolina  during  the  two  last  weeks 
of  April.  The  opinion  is  that  they  reappear  there 
every  13th  year.  They  are  not  destructive  to  the 
crops. 

Maryland.  The  anniversary  of  the  Pilgrims  at 
St.  Mary's,  was  duly  celebrated  on  the  10th.  Its 
details  are  too  interesting  for  but  a  passing  note,  and 
shall  appear  in  next  publication. 

Morocco.     Gibraltar   dates  of  April  6,  slate  that 


Fashion,  by  imp.  Trustee,  out  of  Bonnets- 
o'-B!ue,  (■■•iariner's  dam)  by  Sir  Charles,  5 
years  old,  lllihs.  Joseph  Laird, 
Co'l.  vVm.  R.  Johnson  &  James  Long's  ch.  h. 
Boston,  by  Timoleon,  out  of  Robin  Brown's 
dam,  by  Ball's  Florizel,  9  years  old,  1261bs. 
Gil.  Patrick,       -         -      *  - 


2    2 


First  heat. 
Time  of  first  mile,        1:53 
"       second  mile,  l;50r; 
"      Third  mile,     1:54' 
"      Fourth  mile    1:55 


Second  heat. 

Time  of  1st  mile  1:57 

"      2d  mile  1:57 

"      3d  mile  l:53i 

i  "      4th  "     l:57i 


Time  of  first  heat,       7:32,  |  Time  of  2d  heat.  7:45 

This  makes  the  first  heat  shorter  than  that  of  the  .: 
great  Eclipse  race  by  4;  seconds — the  second  shorter  . 
than  Eclipse's  second  by  Jive  seconds. 

Steamers  coming.     The  Acadia  leaves    for  .Ame- 
rica on  4'h  May,  the  British  Queen  from  .\ntworth,  ' 
on  4th,  via  Southampton  on    the  7th,  the   Columbia  ' 
from  Liverpool  on  the  19th,  and  the  Great  Westera 
on  the  21st. 

Sugar  planters  of  Louisiana.  A  convention  of 
those  interested  in  the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane,  is 
to  be  held  at  Donaldsonville  on  the  16th"inst.  The 
object  is  "to  take  into  consideration  the  prostrated 
condition  of  the  sugar  trade,  and  to  devise  means  to 
avert  tlie  total  ruin  of  one  of  the  most  i;nportant  sta-' 
pie  commodities  of  that  state,  involving  an  outlay  of 
§52,000,000,  and  embracing  in  its  ramifications  every  : 
branch  of  industry  of  the  United  States." 

Sunday  Schools.     On    10th  May.  a  procession  of 
Sunday  school  pupils   marched   from  the  battery  up 
Broadway,  N.   York;  no  end  to  their  numbers;  per- 
h.ips  33,(jil0  children.     It  was  the  anniversary  of  the 
N.  Y.  S.  S.  Society.     The  secretary  read  an  abstract 
of  the   annual    report.     There   are  connected   with 
this  societv  upwards    of  one  hundred    schools.  1,210 
male  and  1,239  female   conductors.     Of  these  2.015  ] 
are  professors  of  religion,  and  1,146  have   been  Sun- 
day school  pupils;  129  have  professed  religion  since 
the   date  of  last   report.     The  number  of  children 
receiving  instruction  is  15,373,  of  whom   8,833  are 
able  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures;  twenty-seven    pu- 
pils have  commenced  their  studies   for  the  ministry,  , 
making  with  those  mentioned  in  former  reports,  563;  j 
four  teachers  have  become  ministers  of  religion.     In 
the  libraries  attached  to  the  schools  are  upwards  of  i 
30,000  volumes. 

Trade.  The  New  York  Express  says:  The  news'' 
from  Europe  has  produced  a  little   belter  feeling  in  " 


the  Moorish  authorities    had    insulted    and   confined  1  Wall  street.      Stocks  have   improved.      The  slight 


the  American  consul   Mr.  Carr   at   Tangier.     The 
sloop  Preble  was  to  visit  the  port  immediately. 

The  Mormons  are  to  hold  a  conference  at  New 
York  on  the  18th  inst. 

Niger  Expedition.  Captain  Allen  intended  to 
I  take  the  Wilberforce  and  Soudan  on  from  Ascension 
in  March,  again  to  the  coast,  and  attempt  the  ascent 
again  of  the  Niger  in  April. 

Presidency.  Meetings  in  many  counties'of  Penn- 
sylvania recommend  a  state  convention  to  nominate 
James  Buchanan  for  the  presidency. 

Portugal  and  the  slave  trade.  Lord  Aber- 
deen has  succeeded  in  getting  the  Marquis  of  Palmel- 
la,  the  Portuguese  minister,  invested  with  fuUpowers 
as  a  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  the  proposed  treaty 
relative  to  the  slave  trade  similar  to  the  one  negoti- 
ated but  not  yet  signed  by  France. 

Rhode  Island.  The  Newburn  N.  C.  Spectator 
of  7th  states  that  the  secretary  of  war  has  ordered 
the  major  general  of  the  Wilmin.gton  division  of  the 
militia  of  that  state  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  for 
a  requisition  upon  him  for  troops,  and  supposes  they 
are  intended  for  Uhodc  Island. 


improvement  in  cotton,  and  the  general  complexii 
of  things  for  the  better,  all  contribute  to  give  confi- 
dence. Private  advices  from  England,  state  that 
there  was  a  visible  change  there  for  the  better.  The 
large  i:icrease  of  Bullion  in  the  Bank  of  England — 
the  abundance  of  money —were  good  signs. 

Virginia  elections.  The  senate  stands  20  V.  B. 
to  12  whigs,  the  house  not  all  heard  from. 

Texas.  Mr  Edmunds,  Texas  consul  at  New  Or- 
leans states  officially  that  a  rigorous  invasion  of  Mex- 
ico will  be  commenced  in  a  short  time. 

Tariff.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury's  report 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in 
the  house  of  representatives  on  Thui-sday  the  12th. 
The  Pa.  Sunbury  American  of  7th  states  that  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  they  hear  of  iron  works  aban- 
iloncd,  factories  stopped,  hundreds  of  industrious  men 
discharged. 

Kentucky.  This  state  at  its  late  session  provided 
for  making  good  to  the  holders  the  entire  amount  of 
stock  fraudulently  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky  by  the  Schuylkill  bank  of  Philadelphia. — 
The  latter  being  the  duly  authorised  agent  of  the 
other  bank  abused  its  trus't — and  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky has  made  provision  for  paying  thirteen  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  for  whicli  she  never  received 


Races.  The  great  race  between  north  and  south. 
Fashion  and  Boston,  over  the  Union  course.  Long 
Island,  on  the  10th,  was   attended    by   from  fifty  to  |  any  thing. 

60,01)0  people,  some  of  them  from  the  extremes  of  i  n^pio  travelling.  We  received  on  Monday 
the  Union.  Boston  was  foaled  in  Henrico  county,  1  ,,|,,|jj  t|,e  Montreal  Times  of  Saturday  morning,  the 
Va.  in  1833,  and  was  bred  by  John  Wickham,  esq.  :  ■J^f^  instant— two  days  and  a  half  from  Montreal  to 
of  Richmond,  Va.  He  is  consequently  nine  years  jj;,i(,j,",Jre!  It  bears  the  stamp  of  "Harnden's  Ex- 
old  at  the  present  time.  His  sire  was  the  celebrated  ,,^^35.1:  [Dallimore  .iincr. 
horse  Timoleon,  his  dam  Florizel.                                   1                                                          rriu      ivt        v-     1    p 

Fashion  was  foaled  on  the  farm  of  William  Gib-  Wheat  and  Flour  trade.  The  New  York  fcx- 
boiis,  of  .Madison,  Morris  county.  N.  J.  on  the  25lh  press  stales  that  the  Canadians  are  making  great  ex- 
day  of  April,  1837,  and  is  now  five  years  old.  Her  crtions  to  control  the  wheat  and  flour  trade  ot  tlio 
sire,  Mr.  Livingston's  imported  Trustee,  dam  Bon- '  west.  Gold  and  silver  are  placed  at  every  point 
nets-o'-Blue  I  where  there  is   a  likelihood  of  securing  wheat  and 

An  extra  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Times  furnishes  fiour,  and  handbills  thrown  out  in  every  direction, 
these  particulars.  :  ollering  specie  in  payment.     This    trade   will  soon, 

Tuemlau.  May  10,  1842.     Match,  the  north,  vs.   the    however,  be  cut  olf  by  sir  Robert  Peel's  bill,  laying 
.wi,(/i,  §2(1,000  a  side,  §5,000  forfeit,  four  mile  heats,    a  duty  on  wheat  and  flour  exported  into  Canada  Irom  ^ 
Henry  K.  Toler's  (William  Gibbons')  ch.  m.  I  the  United  States. 
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THE   ENCAMPMENT. 
Two  volunteer  encampments  liave  been  made  dur- 
ing the  present  vveelc,  and  are  yet  pitched.     One  at 
Reading,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  tlie  other  in  the  vie 


and  Columbia  streets,  the  line  entered  upon  the  en- 
campment 5;rounds,  and,  having  been  marched  to  the 
desired  position,  was  halted,  arms  were  staclted,  and 
the  order  given  to  raise  tents.  ' 

In  the  course  of  the  day  the  encampment  was  re- 
inforced by  the  arrival  of  troops  from  the  following 
distant  places,  viz: 

National  Guards,  capt.  Shriver,  from  Frederick. 

Charlestown  Artillery,  captain  Reman,  from 
Charlestown,  Virginia. 

Patapsco  Patriots,  captain  Swain,  from  Ellicott's 
Mills. 

Captain's  Orem's  infantry,  from  Howard  district. 

Yoric   Riflemen,  captain  Hay,  from   York,  Penn- 


syl     ... 

Lancaster  State  Fencibles,  captain  Findlay,  from 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 

The  troops  were  occupied  in  the  afternoon  in  ar- 
nity  of  the  city  of  Ballimore.  Troops  arrived  at  I  ranging  their  several  quarters  in  the  encampment, 
the  latter  on  the  16th  inst.  from  various  sections  of  i  Some  thousands  of  spectators  from  the  city  visited 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  several  companies  from  |  the  camp  grounds  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The 
neighboring  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  i  rail  road  track  from  the  Three  Tuns  Tavern,  in 
and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  when  we  visited  the  Pratt  street,  out  to  Mount  Clare,  presented  an  un 
encampment,  it  presented  quite  a  martial  aspect. 
The  following  are  the  principal  officers: 

Commander-in-Chief,  Major  Gen.  G.  H.  Steuart. 

Adjutant  General,  Colonel  Horace  Bliss. 

Quartermaster  General,  Colonel  H.  W.  Fitzhugh. 

Paymaster  General,  Colonel  Nathaniel  Hickman. 

Surgeon  General,  Professor  N.  R,  Smith. 

The  commissary  department  is  under  charge  of  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Col.  Bliss,  Major  Sander- 
son, and  Capt.  Kane, 

A  beautiful  flag  has  been  procured  by  the  commit- 
tee of  arrangements,  to  be  disposed  of  as  designed  by 
the  following  resolution,  adopted  at  the  military  con- 
vention held  at   Frederick  in  October  last,  at  which 


broken  throng  of  pedestrians  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and 
colors,  while  hundreds  were  on  the  ground  in  vehi- 
cles and  on  horseback. 

Governor  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania,  accompanied 
by  a  full  military  statf,  arrived  in  the  city  in  the  eve- 
ning by  the  rail  road  train  from  York.  He  was  es- 
corted to  the  city  by  the  Lancaster  State  Fencibles 
and  York  Riflemen,  and  was  roceived  at  the  depot 
by  captain  Owing's  troop  of  Light  Drogoons  and 
captain  Gatch's  Baltimore  County  Troop,  and  es- 
corted to  Barnum's  Hotel. 

Next  morning,  (Wednesday)  the  troops  in  camp 
were  revciwed  by  Gov.  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania, 
accompanied  by  the  secrelary  of  the  commonwealth 


the  primary  arrangements  were  entered  into  for  get- 1  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Parsons,  and  also  by  Col.  Bunt-  [ 
ting  up  this  encampment.  The  resolution  was  oiler- 1  ing.  Col.  J.  H.  Porter,  Col.  Anderson,  Gen.  Diller,  i 
ed  by  Capt."  Hanitramack,  of  .Virginia.  Col.   Caiieron,  Col.   Andrews,  Col.    King,  and   Col.  I 

Rtsolved,  That  the  delegations  from  the  Ballimore  W.  J.  Lieper.  The  governor  and  his  suite  were  es-  I 
companies  ii  this  convention  be  directed  to  procure  cortcd  to  the  camp  ground  by  captain  Owing's  troop  \ 
a  flag  and  stati',  to  cost  one  hundred  dollars,  which  I  of  Indejjendent  Light  Dragoons,  accompanied  by 
flag  shall  be  presented  to  the  best  drilled  and  most;  the  mayor.  I 

soldierly  company  in  the  encampment;  and  that  an  1  An  immense  concourse  of  spectators  lined  the  j 
equal  contribution  be  collected  from  the  olficers, '  streets  and  route  leading  to  the  encampment,  and  ; 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  to  defray  the  1  opowded  into  the  grounds  appropriated  for  the  re-! 
cost  of  said  flag  and  staff;  and  that  the  flag  shall  be  !  view.  Upon  the  signal  from  the  sentinel  of  the  near 
presented  by  the  commanding  oQicer,  and  the  trial  be  '  approach  of  the  expected  visiter,  a  salute  of  fifteen 
decided  by  nimself  and  staff.  j  g^ns  was  fired  in  honor  of  his  arrival  by  the  Junior  ', 

Much  of  the  morning  of  the  ]6th  was  occupied  by  j  Artillerists,  Capt.  Klunk.  and  the  Eagle  Artillerists, 
portions  of  the  Baltimore  volunteers  receiving  and  Capt.  Kane.  When  his  excellency  and  suite  reach- 
escorting  their  visitors.  Before  ten  o'clock  the  fol-  i  ed  the  camp,  they  were  received  by  Gen.  Geo.  H.  | 
lowing  companies  look  up  the  line  of  march  for  the    Steuart,  Commander-in-Chief,  and  his  staff,  and  es 


encampment: 

Independent  Liglit  Dragoons,  captain  Owings. 
Baltimore  cou:ily  Troop,  captain  Gatch. 
Baltimore  Junior  Artillerists,  commanded  by  cap- 
"tain  Klunck. 

Eagle  Artillery,  captain  Kane. 
First  Baltimore  Light  Infantry,  lieutenant  com- 
mandant Hinks. 

First  Baltimore  German  Guards,  captain  Ismael. 
Highland   Blues,  captain  Long,  from  Winchester, 
Virginia. 

Eutaw  infantry,  captain  Keyser. 
Mechanical  Volunteers,  captain  Watkins. 
'Washington  Light  Guard,  captain  Roney. 
Independent  Blues, captain  Lilly. 
Maryland   Infantry,  captain   iSmall,  from   Frede- 
rick. 

Westminister   Guards,  captain   McCoUum,  from 
■'Westminster,  Maryland. 

Washington  Light   Infantry,  captain  France,  from 
Washington. 

National   Blues,  captain   Middleton,  from  Wash- 
ington. 

Mechanical    Riflemen,    captain   Williams,    from 
Washington. 

Baltimore  City  Guards,  captain  Mulliken. 
Maryland  Cadets,  captain  Ropes. 
National  Guards,  captain  Presslman. 
Independent  German   Yagers,  captain  Frederick. 
First  Baltimore  Invincibles,  captain  Anderson. 
Lafayette  Volunteers,  captain  Roberts. 
Independent  Greys,  captain  Law. 
At   various   points   along  the  line  were  stationed 
fine   bands  of  music,  and   the  rea 


corted  to  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer, 
where  they  dismounted  for  a  short  time,  when  the 
review  commenced,  and  was  conducted  in  proper 
military  style,  after  which  Gov.  Porter  returned  to 
his  quarters  under  the  same  escort,  and  next  morn- 
ing left  the  cilv  for  the  encampment  at  Reading. 

On  Friday  the  20lh,  President  Tyler,  Major  Gen. 
Scott,  andGovernor  Thomas,  were  to  review  the 
troops. 

NATIONAL    AFFAinS 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRE.SIDENT, 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSE.VT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Consuls.     F.  L.  Caslelnay,  of  New  York,  for  the 
city  of  Lima,  in  the  place  of  Edwin  Bartlett,  resigned. 
John  Wilkeson,  of  N.  York,  for  Turk's  Island. 

THE  ARMY. 

General  orders — No.  26. 

Head  quarkrs  of  the  army.,  .'idj.  gen.  office, 

tfashinglon,  Miy  10,  1841.>. 

1.  The  commander  of  the  forces  in  Florida  hav- 
ing reported  that  he  can  dispense  with  the  services 
of  one  or  two  regiments.,  he  is  instructed  to  send,  by 
water,  the  2d  infantry  to  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
■where  it  will  find  orders  to  proceed  and  relieve  the 
4th  artillery,  now  on  the  northern  frontier,  when  the 
4th  will  be  brought  to  the  seaboard. 

2.  As  soon  as  he  may  think  the  service  in  Florida 
will  permit,  the  commander  in  that  quarter  will  send 
detachments  of  the  7tli  infantry  to    relieve  detach 


taining  two  companies  ultimately  to  garrison  Forf 
Brooke  or  that  fort  and  Fort  King,  or  Cedar  Keys, 
as  may  be  deemed  best. 

3.  On  being  relieved  by  detachments  of  the  7th 
infantry  the  nine  companies  of  the  3J  artillery  at 
the  posts  mentioned  above  will  immediately  proceed 
hy  water,  in  convenient  detachments,  to  occupy  the 
following  positions:  tioo  companies  St.  Augustine 
barracks;  tico  companies  Oglethorpe  barracks,  Savan- 
nah; three  companies.  Fort  Moultrie;  one  company, 
Fort  Johnson,  N.  C;  and  one  company.  Fort  Macon. 

4.  The  companies  whose  positions  are  to  be  chang- 
ed as  above  will  be  designated  for  their  new  posts 
by  the  commanders  of  the  3d  artillery  and  7th  in- 
fantry, respectively.  The  companies  named  for  St. 
Augustine  barracks  may  be  first  embarked  for  Sa- 
vannah, and  the  two  for  Forts  Johnson  and  Macon 
embarked  for  Charleston,  if  found  most  convenient 
at  the  respective  points  of  embarkation. 

5.  The  head-quarters  of  the  3d  artillery  will  be 
established  at  Fort  Moultrie.  The  lieutenant  colo- 
nel and  major  of  the  regiment  will  take  post  respec- 
tively at  Oglethorpe  barracks,  and  the  barracks  at 
St.  Augustine. 

6.  The  head-quarters  of  the  7th  infantry  ■B'ill  be 
established  in  the  harbor  of  Pensacola.  The  com- 
mander of  the  army  in  Florida  will  retain  the  iieut. 
colonel  or  major  with  him  for  the  ultimate  com- 
mand at  Fort  Brooke,  and  send  the  other  to  take 
postal  the  barracks  near  New  Orleans.  By  com- 
mand of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott:      R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

War  ilepartment,  May  10,  3842. 
The  communication  of  Col.  Worth  of  the  14th 
February  last,  and  the  suggestions  of  the  major  ge- 
neral commanding  the  army  contained  in  his  letter  of 
Ihe  27lh  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  slate  of  affairs  in 
Florida,  and  the  continuance  of  hostilities  there, 
have  been  maturely  considered,  and  I  have  now  to 
communicate  to  the  major  general  commanding  the 
army  the  views  of  the  president  upon  the  subject. 

The  very  reduced  number  of  the  hostile  Indians 
now  in  Florida,  believed  not  to  exceed  two  hundred 
and  forty,  including  probably  eighty  warriors,*  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  all  has  been  accomplished 
which  can  be  effected  by  tbe  employment  of  a  large 
military  force  in  offensive  operations.  Unless  such 
operations  are  to  be  continued  until  the  last  Indian 
in  the  peninsula  shall  be  destroyed  or  captured,  there 
must  be  some  period  when  they  should  cease.  That 
period,  it  is  believed,  has  now  arrived;  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  inhabitants  must  be  secured  by  other 
means,  which  it  is  believed  can  be  efl'ectually  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose. 

The  season  is  approaching  which  forbidslheactive 
and  energetic  movements  which  have  distinguished 
the  army  in  Florida,  particularly  during  the  last  year, 
and  the  course  of  measures  intended  to  be  pursued 
must  now  be  determined. 

The  communications  ofthe  governor  of  Florida,  of 
i  many  of  its  intelligent  citizens,  and  of  various  distin- 
;  guisfied  officers  of  the  army,  corroborate  the  views 
expressed  by  colonel  Worth  of  the  propriety  of  ter- 
minating the  present  system  of  hostilities  with  the 
few  Indians  remaining  in  that  territory. 

Anxious  to  curtail  the  extraordinary  expenses  in- 
cidefPt  to  the  warfare,  and  sincerely  desirous  of  pro- 
moting peace,  the  president  directs  that  Col.  Worth 
be  authorised,  as  soon  as  he  shall  deem  it  expedient, 
to  declare  that  hostilities  against  the  Indians  in  Flo- 
rida have  ceased,  and  that  they  will  not  be  renewed 
unless  provoked  by  new  aggressions  on  their  part. — 
And  they  will  accordingly  cease  until  their  renewal 
be  authorised  by  the  proper  authority.  But  this  is 
not  to  be  understood  as  forbidding  any  acts  of  self- 
defence,  either  by  the  troops  or  by  citizens,  against 
attempts  of  Indians  to  molest  them. 

Such  a  reduction  of  the  military  force  in  Florida 
as  may  be  made  consistently  with  the  protection  of 
the  inhabitants  will,  therefore,  immediately  be  made, 
and  the  troops  ordered  out  of  the  territory  will  be 
stationed  as  the  exigency  of  the  public  service  may 
require.  But  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  a  force 
equal  to  at  least  two  regiments  be  retained  to  form 
a  cordon  or  line  of  protection  for  the  frontier  set- 
tlements. The  acticm  of  congress  will  be  invited  to 
aid  in  the  defence  of  the  territory,  by  the  settlement 


mentsof  the  3d  artillery,  as  follows:  (ico   companies 
as   brought  up  !  to  Pensacola  harbor;  tmo  companies  to   Fort  Morgan; 
with  numerous  baggage  wagons  containing  the  camp  ;  two  companies  to  the  Barracks  near  Mid   Orleans,  one 
equipage,  &c.     After  passing  out  Baltimore,  Green,   company  to   Fort  Pike;  and   one  lo   Fort    W'ood;  re- 
V»l.  XIt-»r«.  12.  .  .  h     J 


*Since  the  date  of  these  instructions  the  number  of 
outstanding  Indiana,  according  to  rumor,  has  been 
much  reduced- 
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of  our  citizens  there,  and  offering  to  them  induce- 
ments for  such  settlement,  by  gratuities  of  land,  by 
allowing  them  rations  for  subsistence,  and  by  the 
loan  of  arms.  Until  the  decision  of  congress  is  had 
on  this  subject,  it  is  desirable  that  the  settlements  to 
be  made  should  be  within  such  line  of  protection 
by  Colonel  Worth,  who  will  take  the  necessary  mea- 
sures to  effect  this  arrangement. 

He  will  also  use  the.  means  he  possesses  of  com- 
municatmg  with  the  Indians  yet  remaining,  and  in- 
ducing them  to  consult  their  true  interest  by  jommg 
their  brethren  at  the  west. 

Shipments  of  forage  and  subsistence  to  Florida 
will  be  suspended  until  expressly  called  for  by  the 
officer  in  command  there. 

The  quartermaster  general  will  instruct  the  senior 
officer  of  his  department  in  Florida  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  disposing  of  the  public  property  that  may  not 
be  required  for' use  under  the  arrangements  now  di- 
rected, such  as  mules,  horses,  wagons,  &c.  subject  to 
the  orders  of  the  officer  commanding  the  army  in 
Florida. 

Col.  Worth  will  be  informed  that  the  naval  force 
on  the  coast  has  been  directed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  withdraw,  whenever  the  commanding 
officer  in  Florida  shall  declare  the  cessation  of  hosti- 
lities, and  shall  deem  their  services  no  longer  neces- 
sary. The  major  general  commanding  the  army 
will  please  communicate  these  directions  to  Col. 
Worth,  and  give  such  further  and  other  orders  as 
may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  carry  h^to  effccUhe 
■views  of  the  president.  ■    /-.    c 


are  called  with  us,  to  choose  delegates  at  their  regu- I     The  provision,  therefore,  in  relation  to  the  great 
lar  town  meetings  to  be  holden  in  August,  1841,  for  :  subject  in  dispute,  the  elective  franchise,  is  substan- 


a  convention,  to  be  holden    in  November,  1841,  to 
frame  a  written  constitution. 

That  the  result  of  the  last  meeting  of  this  legal 
convention,  in  February,  1842,  was  the  constitution 
accompanying  this  statement,  marked  — ,  which,  in 
case  of  its  adoption  by  the  people,  would  have  been 
the  supreme  law  of  the  state 


tially  the  same  in  the  two  consti^utit 

On  the  21st,  22d,  and  23d  March  last,  the  legal 
constitution,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  was  sub- 
mitted to  all  the  persons  who,  by  its  provisions, 
would  be  entitled  to  vote  under  it,  after  its  adoption, 
for  their  ratification.  It  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
676,  the  number  of  votes  polled  being  over  16,000. 


Most  of  the  above  facts  are  contained  in  the  print- 1  It  is  believed  that  many  freeholders  voted  against  it, 
ed   report  of  a  numerous  committee  of  the  legisla-  .because  they  were  attached  to  the  old  form  of  gov- 


ture,  at  their  session  in  March,  1842,  which  report 
was  adopted  by  the  legislature. 

That,  in  May,  lS4i,  after  said  legal  convention 
had  been  provided  for  by  the  legislature,  and  before 
the  time  appointed  for  the  choice  of  delegates  by  the 
qualified  voters,  (August,  1841,)  a  mass  meeting  was 
held  by  the  friends  of  an  extension  of  suffrage  at 
Nev/port,  at  which  meeting  a  committee  were  ap- 
pointed, called  the  state  committee,  who  were  au- 
thorised by  said  mass  meeting  to  lake  measures  for 
calling  a  convention  to  frame  a  constitution. 

That  this  committee,  thus  authorised,  issued  a  re- 
quest for  a  meeting  of  Ihe  male  citizens  in  the  seve 


crnment,  and  were  against  any  new  constitution 
whatever.  Both  parties  used  uncommon  exertions 
to  bring  all  their  voters  to  the  polls;  and  the  result 
of  the  vote  was,  under  the  scrutiny  of  opposing  in- 
terests, in  legal  town  meetings,  that  the  friends  of 
the  people's  constitution  brought  to  the  polls  proba- 
bly not  over  7,000  to  7,500  votes.  The  whole  vote 
aiainst  the  legal  constitution  was  about  8,600.  If  we 
allow  1,000  as  the  number  of  freeholders  who  vot- 
ed against  the  legal  constitution,  because  they  are 
opposed  to  any  constitution,  it  would  leave  the  num- 
ber of  the  friends  of  the  people's  constitution  7,600, 
or  one-third  of  the  voters  of  the  state  under  the  new 


ral  towns  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  proposed  con-  .qualification  proposed  by  either  constitution, 
vention.  '      It  seems   incredible   that    there   can    be   14,000 


J.  C.  SPKNCER. 


STATES   OF    TUB   UNION. 


CONNECTICUT. 

John  M.  Niles  formerly  senator,  received  104  out 
of  120  votes  against  his  competitors  in  caucus  Messrs. 
Tn'^e'rsoll  and' Ingham,  and  was  elected  again  by  the 
legislature  to  the  United  Stales  senate  on  the  12tn 
instant  vice  Perry  Smith.  The  vote  stood  for  Niles 
122      Roger  S.  Baldwin  57.     Scatterings. 

^he  legislature  adopted  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Sharon  in  the  house  of  representatives  on 
the  7th  instant,  "that  a  joint  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  senate,  and 
one  from  a  county  on  the  part  of  the  house,  to  in- 
tiiiire  into  the  expediency  of  tendering  Ihe  friendly 
mediation  of  this  slate,  for  the  adjustment  of  the  un- 
happy differences  existing  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Smilh,  Wattles, 
Copp  and  Hinman,  in  some  brief  and  eloquent  re- 
marks; and  passed  unanimously."  On  the  9th,  it 
■was  so  amended  as  to  allow  Itoo  members  from  each 

county.  

RHODE  ISLAND. 

STATEMENT  SUBMITTED  BY  MESSRS.  WHIPPLE,  FRANCIS 
AND    POTTER,    TO    THE     PRESIDENT     OF    THE    UNITED 

The  undersigned,  having  been  deputed  by  Samuel 
W  Kin",  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island, 
to  lay  before  you  the  present  alarming  condition  in 
which  the  people  of  the  stale  are  placed,  and  to  re- 
fiuesl  from  you  the  adoption  of  such  prudential  mea- 
sures as,  in  your  opinion,  may  tend  to  prevent  do- 
mestic'violence,  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  state 
the  following,  among  the  leading  facts,  to  which 
vour  attention  is  more  particularly  invited: 

That  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  have  no  funda- 
mental law  except  the  charter  of  king  Charles  the 
second,  granted  in  1663,  and  the  usage  of  the  legisla- 
ture under  it.  Legislative  usage  under  their  charters 
has  been  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  to  be  the  fundamental  law,  both  iii  Connecti- 
cut and  Rhode  Island. 

That  from  the  date  of  the  Rhode  Island  charter 
down  to  the  year  1841,  a  period  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred years,  no  person  has  been  allowed  to  vote  tor 
town  or  stale  officers  unless  possessed  of  competent 
estates,  and  admitted  free  in  the  several  towns  in 
■which  they  resided. 

That,  since  the  statute  of  1723,  no  person  could 
be  admitted  a  freeman  of  any  town  unless  he  owned 
a  freehold  estate  of  the  value  fixed  by  law,  (now 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars,)  or  was  the  eld- 
est son  of  such  a  freeholder. 

That,  until  the  past  year,  no  attempt  has  been 
made,  to  our  knowledge,  to  establish  any  other  fun- 
damental law,  by  force,  than  the  one  under  which 
the  people  have  lived  for  so  long  a  period. 

That,  at  the  January  session  of  the  legislature  in 
1841,  a  petition,  signed  by  five  or  six  hundred  male 
inhabitants,  praying  for  such  an  extension  of  suffrage 
as  the  legislature  might,  in  their  wisdom,  deem  ex- 
pelient  to  propose,  was  presented. 

Tliat,  iiitluenccd  by  that  petition,  as  well  as  by 
other  considerations,  the  legislature,  at  that  session, 
requested  the  qualified  Toters,  or  freemen,  as  they 


That  meetings,  of  unqualified  voters  principally, 
(as  vi'e  believe,)  were  accordingly  holden  in  the  .se- 
veral towns,  unauthorised  by  law,  and  contrary  to 
the  invariable  custom  and  usage  of  the  state  from 
1663,  down  to  that  period.  That  the  aggregate  votes 
appointing  the  delegates  to  that  convention  was,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  estimate,  about  7,200;  whereas 
the  v/hole  number  of  male  citizens,  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  after  making  a  deduction  for  foreign- 
ers, paupers,  &c.  was,  also  according  to  their  own 
estimate,  over  22,000. 

That  this  convention,  thus  constituted,  convened 
in  Providence  in  October,  1841,  and  the  constitution 
called  the  "people's  constitution"  was  the  result  of 
their  deliberations. 

That,  at  subsequent  meetings  of  portions  of  the 
people,  in  December,  1841,  by  the  authority  of  this 
convention  alone,  (elected,  as  its  delegates  had  been, 
by  about  one  third  of  the  voters,  according  to  their 
landard  of  qualification,)  all  males  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age  were  admitted  to  vote  for  the  adoption 
of  the  people's  constitution.  That  these  meetings 
were  not  under  presiding  officers  whose  legal  duty 
or  legal  right  it  was  to  interpose  any  check  or  re- 
straint as  to  age,  residence,  property,  or  color. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  their  constitution  it 
was  provided,  that  "This  constitution  shall  be  sub- 
milted  to  the  people,  for  their  adoption  or  rejection, 
on  Monday,  the  27th  of  December  next,  and  on  the 
two  succeeding  days."  *  *  "And  every  person 
entitled  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  who,  from  sickness  or 
other  causes,  may  be  unable  to  attend  and  vole  in  the 
town  or  ward  meetings  assembled  for  voting  upon 
said  constitution,  on  the  days  aforesaid,  is  requested 
to  write  his  name  on  a  ticket,  and  to  obtain  the  sig- 
nature upon  the  back  of  the  same  of  a  person  who 
has  given  in  his  vote  as  a  witness  thereto.  And  the 
moderator  or  clerk  of  any  town  or  ward  meeting, 
convened  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  receive 
such  vote  on  either  of  the  three  days  next  succeed- 
ing the  three  daj's  before  named  for  voting  for  said 
constitution." 

During  the  first  three  days,  about  nine  thousand 
voles  were  received  from  the  hands  of  Ihe  voters  in 
the  open  town  meetings.  By  the  privilege  granted 
to  every  and  all  the  friends  of  the  constitution,  of 
bringing  into  their  meetings  the  names  of  voters  du 
ing  the  three  follov/ing  days,  five  thousand  votes 
more  were  obtained,  making  an  aggregate  of  about 
fourteen  thousand  votes. 

This  constitution,  thus  originating  and  thus  form- 
ed, was  subsequently  detlared  by  this  convention  to 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  By  its  provisions, 
a  government  is  to  be  organised  under  it,  by  the 
choice  of  a  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  senators 
and  representatives,  on  the  Monday  preceding  the 
third  Wednesday  in  April,  1842. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  "landholders'  constitu- 
tion," as  the  legal  constitution  is  called,  every  white 
male  native  citizen,  possessing  the  freehold  qnalifi- 
tion,  and  over  twenty  one  years  of  age,  may  vote, 
upon  a  residence  of  one  year;  and  without  any  free- 
hold, may  vote,  upon  a  residence  of  two  years,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  voles  for  town  taxes,  in  which 
case  the  voter  must  possess  the  freehold  qualifica- 
tion, or  be  taxed  for  other  property  of  the  value  of 
jJlSO. 

By  the  "people's  constitution,"  every  white  male 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  year-),  who  has  resided  in  this  state  for  one  year, 
and  ill  the  town  where  he  votes  for  six  months," 
shall  be  pi-i  ,.,Ued  to  vole,  with  the  same  exception 
as  to  voting  lor  town  taxes  as  is  contained  in  the 
other  constitution. 


friends  of  the  people's  constitution  in  the  stale,  ani- 
mated as  they  are  by  a  most  extraordinary  and  en- 
thusiastic feeling,  and  yet,  upon  this  trial,  in  the 
usual  open  and  fair  way  of  voting,  they  should  have 
obtained  but  about  7,600  votes. 

The  unanimity  of  the  subsequent  action  of  the 
legislature,  comprehending  as  it  did  both  the  great 
political  parties — the  house  of  representatives  giving 
a  vote  of  sixty  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  existing 
government  of  the  state,  and  only  six  on  the  other 
side,  with  a  unanimous  vote  in  the  senate — the  una- 
nimous and  decided  opinion  of  the  supreme  court 
declaring  this  extraordinary  movement  to  be  illegal 
in  all  its  stages,  a  majority  of  that  court  being  of  the 
democratic  party,  with  other  facts  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, have  freed  this  question  of  a  mere  parly  cha- 
racter, and  enabled  us  to  present  it  as  a  great  con- 
stitutional question. 

Without  presuming  to  discuss  the  elementary  fun- 
damental principles  of  government,  we  deem  it  our 
duty  to  remind  you  of  ihe  fact  that  the  existing  go- 
vernment of  Rhode  Island  is  the  government  that 
adopted  the  constitulion  of  the  United  States,  be- 
came a  member  of  this  confederacy,  and  has  ever 
since  been  represented  in  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives.  It  is  at  this  moment  the  existing 
government  of  Rhode  Island,  bath  i/e  fncio  and  de 
jure,  and  is  the  only  government  in  that  state  enti- 
tled to  the  protection  of  the  consfitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

It  is  that  government  which  now  calls  upon  the 
general  government  for  its  interference;  and  even  if 
the  legal  effect  of  there  being  an  ascertained  majo- 
rity of  unqualified  voters  against  the  existing  govern- 
ment was  as  is  contended  for  by  the  opposing  party,, 
yet,  upon  their  own  principle,  ought  not  that  majori- 
ty, in  poiitt  of  fad,  to  be  clearly  ascertained,  not  by 
assertion,  but  by  proof,  in  order  to  justify  the  gene- 
ral government  in  withdrawing  its  legal  and  moral 
influence  to  prevent  domestic  violence? 

That  a  domestic  war  of  the  most  ferocious  char- 
acter will  speedily  ensue,  unless  prevented  by  a 
prompt  expression  of  opinion  here,  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. In  relation  to  this  we  refer  to  the  numerous  re- 
solutions passed  at  meelirg;  of  the  friends  of  the 
people's  constitution,  and  more  especially  to  the 
Cumberland  resolutions,  herewith  presented,  and  the 
affidavits  marked  — ,  and  to  repeated  expressions  of 
a  similar  reliance  upon  the  judgment  of  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  nation.  All  which  is  respectfully 
submitted  by  JOHN  WHIPPLE, 

JOHN  BROWN  FRANCIS, 
ELISHA  R.  POTTER. 
To  his  excellency,  John  Tylv.p.,  prcs'ulcnt  of  the  V.  S. 
[The  above  statement  was  followed   by  a  letter  of 
the  president,  dated  April  11,  published  on  page  116.] 

LETTER    FROM    MR.    WHIPPLE. 

To  his  Excel.  Samuel  W.  King,  Gov.  of  Rhode  Island: 

We  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  reply  to  yours  of 
the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to  our  revolutionary  move- 
ments in  Rhode  Island.  You  will  observe  with  plea- 
sure that  the  opinion  of  the  prcsidenl  is  firm,  clear, 
and  decided.  It  was  expressed  after  a  statement  of 
facts,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  documents  from 
both  parties,  and  is  in  accordance  with  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet,  and  we 
believe  with  that  of  every  member  of  congress  to 
whom  the  case  has  been  fairly  stated. 

At  the  same  time  we  observe  that  great  and  un- 
wearied pains  have  been  taken  by  the  insurrectionists 
to  forestall  public  Ojiinion,  by  loading  the  newspa- 
papers  in  the  different  cities  with  statements  so  un- 
blushingly  false,  that  we  refer  to  Jour  excellency 
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the  expediency  of  adopting  some  mode  of  giving  pub- 
licity to  the  truth.  They  represent,  in  most  of  the 
newspapers  that  have  come  under  our  observation, 
that  the  party  in  favor  of  the  people's  constitution 
has  a  large  majority  of  the  whole  people  in  its  favor, 
and  that  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people  have  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old  freehold  qualification, 
thus  rendering  a  peaceable  and  lep;al  change  of  go- 
vernment wholly  impracticable.  This  is  their  case, 
as  they  have  caused  it  to  be  stated  in  most  of  the 
cities  in  the  union.  They  seek  to  justify  revolution 
upon  the  facts  that  a  majority  of  the  22,000  voters  of 
the  State  ate  in  favor  of  their  constitution,  and  that 
there  is  no  other  mode  of  redress  than  by  revolution. 

Your  Excellency  well  knows  that  both  these  state- 
ments are  wholly  false.  That  parly  brought  every 
man  to  the  polls  who  was  in  favor  of  their  constitu- 
tion, in  order  to  vote  against  the  legal  constitution,  in 
March  last.  The  v/hole  number  of  votes  polled 
against  it  was  8,600,  or  thereabouts.  ]t  is  well 
known  that  at  least  1,000  freeholders  voted  against 
the  legal  constitution,  not  because  they  were  in  favor 
of  the  people's  constitution,  but  because,  being  op- 
posed to  any  extension  of  suffrage,  they  were  against 
i3oth  constitutions.  Deduct  these  1,000  votes,  and 
there  remain  but  7,600  in  favor  of  the  people's  con- 
stitution, or  about  one  third  of  the  voters  in  the  state. 

But  their  case  would  stand  upon  no  better  ground 
were  their  majority  clear  and  undisputed.  Nothing 
but  necessity  will  justify  revolution.  This  they  ad- 
mit, and  therefore  they  attempt,  in  their  different 
statements  in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  to  impress 
upon  the  public  mind  another  gross  and  malicious 
falsehood,  which  is,  that  the  freeholders  refuse  an 
extension  of  the  elective  franchise;  whereas  every 
Rhode  Island  man  knows  that  there  is  no  substantial 
difference  between  the  extent  of  that  franchise  under 
the  legal  constitution,  proposed  to  the  people  by  the 
convention  of  fi-eeholders,  and  the  extent  of  the  same 
franchise  provided  for  in  the  people's  constitution. 
Both  constitutions  admitted  every  native  born  white 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  with  no  other 
quilificalion  but  residence,  to  the  elective  franchise. 
The  legal  constitution  required  a  residence  of  two 
years,  and  the  people's  a  residence  of  one  year. 
The  legal  constitution  admitted  naturalized  foreign- 
ners  who  owned  a  freehold  estate  of  $134  in  value; 
the  people's  admitted  them  upon  one  year's  resi- 
dence. 

We  believe  that  the  citizens  of  other  states  will 
learn  with  surprise  and  abhorrence  that  a  party  of 
men,  generally,  as  we  believe,  orderly  and  well  dis- 
posed, has  been  organized  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
made  to  believe  by  a  few  selfish  and  ambitious  lead- 
ers, belonging  some  to  one  and  some  to  the  other  of 
the  two  political  parties,  that  they  are  really  and 
truly  the  majority,  and  that  they  have  a  right,  by 
force,  to  usurp  the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  in  order 
to  establish  a  priuciple  conceded  by  the  constituted 
authorities,  and  rejected  by  them,  because  the  boon 
proceeded  from  a  legal  convention,  instead  of  its 
being  the  work  of  their  revolutionary  hands. 

Under  the  operation  of  such  principles  no  Govern- 
ment can  exist  a  single  year.  It  is  not  merely  revo- 
lution, but  revolution  alter  all  the  objects  revolution 
can  achieve  have  been  attained.  It  is  a  principle 
not  only  subversive  of  a  representative  republican 
government,  but  fatal  to  the  continuance  of  a  demo- 
cracy in  any  and  all  its  forms  of  real  or  fancied  per- 
fection. 

If  a  revolution,  based  upon  such  principles,  should 
succeed  in  Rhode  Island,  the  same  sure  law  offeree 
will  inevitably  prostrate  every  state  government  in 
the  union;  for  there  is  not  a  state  in  the  union  in 
which  the  actual  grievances  of  portions  of  the  people 
are  not  quite  as  numerous  and  quite  as  great  as  those 
complained  of  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

JOHN  WHIPPLE, /or  (/le  Committee. 

LETTER    FROM    TFIE    PRESIDE.VT. 

Washington,  May  7,  1841. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  transmitting 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in- 
forming me  that  there  exisled  in  that  state  ."certain 
lawless  assemblages  of  a  portion  of  the  people"  for 
the  purpose  of  subverting  the  laws  and  overthrow- 
ing the  existing  government,  and  calling  upon  the 
executive  "forthwith  to  interpose  the  power  and  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  to  suppress  such  insur- 
rectionary and  lawless  assemblages,  and  to  support 
the  existing  government  and  laws,  and  protect  the 
state  Irom  domestic  violence,"  was  handed  me  yes- 
terday by  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Potter. 

1  have  to  inform  your  excellency,  in  reply,  that 
my  opinions  as  to  the  duties  of  this  government  to 
protect  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  against  domestic 
■violence,  remain  unchanged.  Yet,  from  information 
received  by  the  executive  since  your  despatches 
came  to  hand,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  lawless 
assemblage  to  which  reference  is  made  has  already 


dispersed,  and  that  the  danger  of  domestic  violence 
is  hourly  diminishing,  if  it  has  not  wholly  disappear- 
ed. I  have  with  difficulty  brought  myself  at  any 
time  to  believe  that  violence  would  be  resorted  to, 
or  an  exigency  arise,  which  the  unaided  power  of 
the  state  could  not  meet:  especially  as  I  have  from 
the  first  felt  persuaded  that  your  excellency,  as  well 
as  others  associated  with  yourself  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  government,  would  exhibit  a  temper 
of  conciliation  as  well  as  of  energy  and  decision. 
To  the  insurgents  themselves  it  ought  to  be  obvious, 
when  the  excitement  of  the  moment  shall  have  pass- 
ed away,  that  changes  achieved  by  regular  and,  if 
necessary,  repeated  appeals  to  the  constituted  au- 
throities,  in  a  country  so  much  under  the  influence 
of  public  opinion,  and  by  recourse  to  argument  and 
remonstrance,  are  more  likely  to  ensure  lasting  bless- 
ings than  those  accomplished  by  violence  and  blood- 
shed on  one  day,  and  liable  to  overthrow  by  similar 
agents  on  another.  I  freely  confess  that  I  should 
experience  great  reluctance  in  employing  the  mili- 
tary power  of  this  government  against  any  portion 
of  the  peo|de;  but,  however,  painful  the  duty,  I  have 
to  assure  your  excellency  that,  if  resistance  is  made 
to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island  by 
such  force  as  the  civil  posse  shall  be  unable  to  over- 
come, it  will  be  the  duty  of  this  government  to  en- 
force the  constitutional  guaranty — a  guaranty  given 
and  adopted  mutually  by  all  the  original  states,  of 
which  number  Rhode  Island  was  one,  and  which,  in 
the  same  way,  has  been  given  and  adopted  by  each 
of  the  states  since  admitted  into  the  union.  And  if 
an  exigency  of  lawless  violence  shall  actually  arise, 
the  executive  government  of  the  United  States  on 
the  application  of  your  excellency,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  already 
submitted,  will  stand  ready  to  succor  the  authori- 
ties of  the  state  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  a  due  re- 
spect for  the  laws.  I  sincerely  hope,  however,  that 
no  such  exigency  may  occur,  and  that  every  citizen 
of  Rhode  Island  will  manifest  his  love  of  peace  and 
good  order  by  submitting  to  the  laws,  and  seeking  a 
redress  of  grievances  by  other  means  than  intestine 
commotions. 

I  tender  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Charter  general  assembly  having  convened 
at  Newport  on  Wednesday  the  11th  in  the  morning, 
organised  and  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Ri- 
chard K.  Randolph  and  Elisha  R.  Porter,  esqs.  the 
bearers  of  the  requisition  upon  the  president  returned 
on  the  same  morning  direct  from  Washington  to 
Newport.  Having  met  at  3  P.  M.  the  governor 
transmitted  a  message  communicating  a  letter  from 
the  president  addressed  to  him  in  answer  to  the  re- 
quisition made  by  the  assembly. 

T.  G.  Hazard,of  Westerly,  and  Sidney  S.  Tilling- 
hast,  of  East  Greenwich,  representatives  to  the  ge- 
nera! assembly  under  the  "People's  constitution,"  re- 

BY  lilS  EXCELLENCY  SAM'L  WARD  KING 
Governor,  captain  general,  and   commander-in-chief 
of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations: 

A    PR0CL.\MATI0}J. 

Whereas  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  has 
transmitted  to  me  a  communication  touching  the 
polilical  affairs  of  this  state,  a  copy  whereof  is 
hereunto  annexed: 

I  do  therefore  issue  this  my  proclamation,  to  make 
known  the  same  to  the  people  of  this  state,  and  more 
especially  to  those  engaged  in  treasonable  enterprise 
against  the  laws  and  government  thereof,  that  they 
may  give  heed  thereto,  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said 

state  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents,  and  have 

signed  the  same   with   my    hand.     Given   at 

[l.  s.]  Newport,  on  the  Uth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  1842,  and  of  the  independence  of 

the  United  States  of  America  the  sixty-sixth. 

SAJIUEL  WARD  KING. 

By  his  excellency's  command: 

Henry  Bowen,  secretary  of  state. 
At  night  of  the  1 1th  Gov.  Dorr  and  Mr.  D.  J.  Pierce 
arrived,  at  New  York  from  Washington. 

Thursday  12lh.  A  mass  meeting  was  held  at  Pro- 
vidence court  house  parade,  numbering  from  four 
to  six  thousand,  and  the  following  resolutions  adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  That  we  will  submit  to  no  compromise 
that  has  not  for  its  basis  an  acknowledgement  that 
the  ultimate  source  of  all  political  and  sovereign 
power  rests  in  the  whole  adult  male  citizens  of 
the  state;  and  that  no  action  of  the  legislative 
authority  is,  or  of  right  can  be,  necessary  to  say  when 
or  how  tliat  ultimate  sovereign  power  may  be  exer- 
cised. 


Resolved,  That  we  will  maintain  these  principles  as 
those  purchased  with  the  blood  and  counsel  of  our 
fathers  of  '76  to  the  last. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  the  intent  for  which  the 
Algerine  law  was  enacted,  was  to  provoke  an  out- 
break; and  that  all  action  of  the  tyrants  under  it,  has 
been  to  seek  to  spill  the  blood  of  the  people.  "That 
we  regard  said  law  as  a  tyrannical  act  of  an  expiring 
despotism,  designed  to  goad  and  sacrifice  the  people, 
and  in  fine,  that  it  is  an  open  and  avowed  declaration 
of  war. 

Resolved,  That  should  another  attempt  be  made  to 
arrest  an  individual  under  that  law,  we  hereby  pledge 
ourselves,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  shield  such 
person  from  arrest;  and  if  arrested  or  kidnapped,  to 
rescue  him  from  the  demon  who  may  pretend  to  hold 
him  in  custody,  and  to  immediately  visit  such  retribu- 
tive justice  to  the  offenders,  as  the  enormity  of  their 
crimes  may  demand. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  support,  protect,  and  defend 
gov.  Thomas  W.  Dorr  to  the  last — that  we  will  nei- 
ther surrender  him  to  the  malice  of  his  opponents, 
will  we  ever  forget  the  firmness  and  wisdom,  as 
well  as  moderation  which  has  marked  his  bearing  to 
us  and  to  his  opponents  during  all  this  excited  war 
for  liberty. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day  Mr.  Webster  arrived  at 
New  York. 

Mw  York,  May  13,  1842. 
To  Thomas    W.  Doit,  governor  of  the  slate  of  Rhode  J»- 

land : 

Sir:  Several  military  companies  of  this  city  and 
vicinity  having  tendered  their  services  so  as  to  form 
a  military  escort  to  accompany  you  to  Providence,  we 
have  the  honor  to  apprise  your  excellency  of  the  fact. 
This  distinction  which  they  do  so  much  admire,  we 
hope  will  meet  with  your  cheerful  acceptance. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  we  are 
very  respectfully  yours, 

ALEXANDER  MING,  Jr. 

Col.l3thregt.^r.  Y.  ^. 
ABRAHAM  J.  CRASTO, 
Lt.  col.  236th  regt.  JV.  Y.  S.  I. 

JVcio  Yorlc,  May  Uth,  1842. 
To  cols.  Ming  atid  Craslo: 

Gentlemen:  I  return  to  you  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  offer,  contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday,  of 
an  escort  of  several  military  companies  to  accompany 
me  to  the  city  of  Providence.  It  is  impossible  to  mis- 
take the  spirit  in  which  this  offer  is  made.  It  is  an  in- 
dication of  the  fraternal  interest  with  which  you  re- 
gard the  present  struggle  for  their  just  rights  of  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island,  whom  I  have  tlie  honor  to 
represent.  While  I  should  not  feel  justified  at  the 
present  moment  in  withdrawing  you  from  your  homes 
and  business,  on  the  expedition  contemplated,  alloto 
me  to  say,  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant,  when  I 
may  be  obliged  to  call  Upon  you  for  your  services  i»  thai 
cause  to  which  you  mil  so  promptly  render  the  most  effi- 
cient aid — the  cause  of  ^Imerican  citizens  contending  for 
Ikeir  sovereign  right  to  make  and  maintain  a  republican 
constitvtion,  and  opposed  by  the  hired  soldiers  of  the  gene- 
ral government.  In  this  unequal  contest,  I  invoke  your 
aid,  and  ttiat  of  your  associates  in  arms.  We  appeal  from 
the  government  to  the  people,  and  rely  upon  them  in 
the  last  resort  to  defend  our  rights  from  every  arbi- 
trary aggression. 

Be  pleased  to  make  my  cordial  acknowledgments 
to  the  officei-s  and  privates,  who  haveso  kindly  united 
with  you  in  the  honor  which  has  been  proffered  to  me; 
and  accept  the  regards  of  your  friend  and  fellow  citi- 
zen. THOMAS  W.  DORR. 

Satord.ay,  14th.  Gov.  Dorr  left  New  York  for 
Rhode  Island.  The  Providence  Journal  extra,  May 
14,  says:  Amnstfoul  and  ferocious  plothas  just  come 
to  light.  Evidence,  conclusive  and  of  the  very  high- 
est authority,  can  be  produced  to  establish  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  viz:  that  Thomas  W.  Dorr  did, 
previous  to  his  leaving  this  city,  write  a  letter  to 
Levi  D.  Slamm,  editor  of  the  Nev/  Era  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  requesting  him  to  raise  Jire  hundred 
men  in  that  city  to  be  sent  armed  to  Rhode  Island! 
This  letter  was"  shown  by  Mr.  Slamm  to  a  gentleman 
of  this  city,  who  is  a  strong  suffrage  man,  and  was 
suppoied  to  be  in  favor  of  Dorr  and  his  course  of 
violence  and  blood.  In  a  spirit  of  independence  and 
good  citizenship,  which  does  him  great  honor,  he  in- 
formed Dorr,  upon  his  arrival  in  New  York,  that  he 
should  go  with  him  in  no  forcible  measures,  and 
communicated  to  him  the  knowledge  he  had  of  his 
(Dorr's)  application  to  Slamm,  which  Dorr  acknow- 
ledged to  be  true. 

We  insert  the  following  statement  of  two  indi- 
viduals of  this  city  of  undoubted  credibility  to  es- 
tablish the  general  fact  that  Dorr  has  made  such  an 
application.  A  more  particular  statement  will  be 
forthcoming  if  the  fact  is  denied: 

"We  hereby  state  that  we  returned  from  New 
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York  this  mornin?,  and  while  there  learned  from 
unquestionable  authority  that  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  he- 
fore  lea\ine  this  city,  wrote  a  letter  to  Le'/i  U. 
Slamm,  e<litor  of  the  New  Era,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  for  five  hundred  men,  to  be  raised  in  N.  York 
and  sent  armed  to  Rhode  Island. 

"J.  B.  Nichols, 

"C.  C.  POTTEE. 

"Prorufence,  Jt/ay  14, 1842."  •     .u    <•      .k 

To  THE  RESCDE.     The   sijinal   gun  m  the  fourth 

ward  had  no  sooner  sounded  the  alai'm, 'f  *  f"".'"?' 

than  the   different   rendezvous  of  the  Ward  Voluji- 

tser   companies  were 

tely  ; 

Alg' 
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crowded  witii  soldiers,  com 
pletely  armed  and  equipped.  It  was  rumored  that 
the  Aluerineshad  laid  a  plan  to  arrest  Gov.  Dorr,^a5 
soon  as  he  arrived  in  the  state,  at  Kingston,  and  im- 
prison him  in  Washington  or  Newport  county.  A 
company  of  about  forty  muskets  marched  to  the 
depot  and  took  passage  in  the  cars  to  Stonington  to 
accompany  the  governor  home,  and  defend  him 
against  any  who  might  assail  him  "without  law  and 
a"ainst  law."  [Providence  Express,  May  14. 

°  From  the  JV*.  Y.  .imerkan  of  Saturday  njternoon. 

"A  public  meeting  is  called  in  this  city  under  the 
signatures  of  such  men,  among  others,  as  Stephen 
AUen  John  I.  Morgan,  and  Walter  Bowne,  to  meet 
in  the'  Park  next  Tuesday,  to  adopt  such  action  as 
may  be  needful  in  view  of  tlie  threatened  interference 
of  the  United  States  government  to  put  down,  as  is 
alleged,  the  free  people  of  Rhode  Island. 

"If  we  had  not  ceased  to  he  surprised  at  any  poli- 
tical results,  we  should  be  surprised  at  seeing  the 
names  of  such  uien,  who  are  so  largely  interested  in 
upholding  law  and  order,  used  to  put  down  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates  as  well  as  that  of 
Rhode  Island.  But  the  issue  may  as  well  come  now 
as  at  any  other  time.  If  triumphant  violence  is, 
either  in  this  city  or  in  Rhode  Island,  to  take  the 
place  of  legal  authority,  the  effort  may  as  well  be 
made  under  the  names  and  at  tlie  risk  of  such  men  as 
Walter  Bowne,  John  I.  Morgan  and  Stephen  Allen, 
as  under  more  obscure  or  less  tangible  names.  Let 
the  issue,  then,  come." 

From  the  A".  Y.  American,  May  16. 
TaiTimany  Hall  was  all  alive  on  Saturday,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  radicals  having  been  called  to  do  honor  to 
Wr.  Thos.  W.  Dorr,  of  Pihode  Island,  who  made  a 
speech,  in  which  he  professed  entire  willingness  to 
become  a  martyr,  a  profession  v\hich  is  likely  very 
soon  to  be  put  to  tlie  test 


JV-o  farther  arrests  vndcr  the  law  of  pains  ar,d  penal-  The  Creole  case  and  ''?,P™^^f '"'^ '" ''^"'S^^^' 
„>5  n-iichn-as  repealed  l,;,  the  general  assembly  „/ (ftf  on  the  cases  of  the  hon.  J.  Q.  Adams  and  .  R  G.d- 
pecple  at  their  May  session.  ,ritl  be  permitted.  I  /,«.!,,,  din.s  were  discussed.  Joseph  >turge  «  as  .indicated 
direct  the  military  under  their  respective  officers  pro^trptly 
to  prerent  the  same,  and  toreliere  all  u-ho  may  be  arrested 
under  said  law.  .  . 

As  requested  bv  the  general  assembly,  I  enjoin 
upon  the  militia  "forthwith  to  elect  their  company 
officers;  and  I  call  upon  volunteers  to  organize  them- 
selves without  delay.  The  military  are  directed 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  immediate  ser- 

Given   under   my  hand,   and   seal  of  the 
[l.   s  ]  state,  at  the  city  of  Providence,  this  16lh 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1842. 

THOMAS  W.  DORR 
Governor  and   commander  in  chief  of  the  stale  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 
By  the  governor's  command, 

William  H.  Smith,  secretary  of  state 


MISCELI.^NF.OrS. 


ANNIVERSARIES.  Several  societies  held  their 
anniversaries  at  the  city  of  New  York  on  May  lUth, 
and  during  the  few  davs  succeeding— assembling  ge- 
nerally at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle.  The  Ameri- 
can Seaman's  Friend  and  Sunday  School  Union  so-  ^^^^^^ 
cieties  have  been  noticed.  The  Tribune  furnishes  the  jyi^jp^s 
following  details.  ..     ,,,    Madura 

Foreign  EvAXGELiCAL  society.  This  society  held  Qg^.j^^ 
its  third  anniversary  last  evening  at  the  Dutch  Re-  jy^jh^attas 
formed  Church,  corner  of  Fourth  street  and  Lafay- 
ette Place.  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  presided. 
The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by  rev.  Mr. 
Brinsmade.  The  treasurer's  report  was  then  read 
by  Mr.  Chester.  It  presented  the  following  aggre- 
gates: Amount  of  receipts  for  the  year,  §15,734. 
Amount  of  expenditures,  $15,275.  Leaving  in  the 
treasury  $4.59. 

The  report  of  the  executive  committee  was  then 
read  by  rev.  E.  N.  Kirk,  corresponding  secretary.— 
It  presented  the  purposes  and  the  progress  of  the  so- 
ciety in  a  full  and  lucid  manner.  The  object  pro- 
posed is  to  instruct  in  the  principles  and  lead  to  the 
practice  of  Christianity  those  natives  of  Europe  no- 
minally Christian,  but  under  the  influence  of  Papa 
cy.  The  countries  to  which  its  operations  have 
been  chiefly  confined   are   France,  Spain,  Italy,  Bel- 

„ ^ gium,  Germany,  Switzerland,  &c.     During  the  past 

A  procession,  headed  by  music,  was  formed,  and    y^gj.  33  colporteurs,  or  Bible  distributors,  have  been 
"with  his  martial  band  around  him,"  the  Rhode  Is-   gjeadily  employed    in   France  and   one   in  Belg 


as  being  in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  and  as 
having  been  elected  president  of  the  "National  Com- 
plete Suffrage  Union"  lately  formed  in  England,  and 
passages  were  rea  I  of  Danie'l  Webster's  speech  at  Ply- 
mouth rock  in  1820,  and  of  a  pamphlet  from  the  pen 
of  the  hon.  Thomas  F.  Marshall. 

American  Tract  society.  This  benevolent  so- 
ciety held  its  seventeenth  anniversary  at  the  Taber- 
nacle. That  great  building  was  crowded  to  its  ut- 
most extent.  Wm.  B.  Crosby,  esq.  presided  and  the 
exercises  were  commenced  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Spring.  A  letter  via%  read  from  S.  V.  S.  Wil- 
der, esq.  declining  a  re-election  to  the  presidency, 
mainly  on  account  of  his  pecuniary  embarrassments. 
The  treasurer's  report  was  presented  by  Moses  Allen, 
esq.     The  receipts  for  the  year  are  S7I, 155  14. 

The  society  has  sent  abroad  only  §15,000— distri- 
buted as  follows: 

Ahmednuggur  400 

Western  Africa  400 

Prot.  Epis.  Mission     200 


Sandwich  Islands  §1,000 


Siam  and  Chinf 
Siam  A  B  C  F  M 
Burmah 
Northern  India 
Calcutta 
Orissa 


600 
600 
800 

2,000 
200 
500 
800 
5U0 

2,000 
20U 


Turkey 
Greece 
A  B  C  F  M 
Baptist  Mission 
Russia 
Hamburgh 
.Baptist  Mission 


1,500 
200 
600 
200 

1,000 
200 
600 


Toulouse  and  Greece  500 


land  pretender,  in  an  open  barouche,  accompanied 
by  the  would-be  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen, 
E.  F.  Purdy,  and  the  would-be  state  printer,  Levi  D. 
siaiiim  of  the  New  Era,  proceeded  to  the  steamboat 
whicli  has  conveyed  him,  before  this,  to  arrest  and 
imprisonment— the  forty  volunteer  muskets  from  Pro- 
vidence to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  By  the 
bye,  this  having  two  governors  in  Rhode  Island  is  not 
a  new  matter.  It  used  to  be  the  custom  after  the 
Whites  had  an  election  for  <;overnor,  for  the  Blacks 
to  have  one;  it  has  been  abandoned  for  some  few 
jears,  but  this  concern  seems  a  revival  of  the  old 
usage.  The  military  companies  were  applied  to  but 
of  course  refused  to  come  cut. 

On  Monday,  May  15,  Mr.  Dorr  arrived  at  Provi- 
dence, was  received  by  a  large  mass  of  citizens,  two 
or  three  hundred  armed,  and  on  tlie  next  day  issued 
a  proclamation  announcing  that  the  president  has  in- 
timated -'an  intention  of  resorting  to  the  forces  of 
the  United  States  to  check  the  movements  of  th' 
people  of  this  state  in  support  of  their  republican 
constitution  recently  adopted,"  and  bespeaks  the 
countenance  and  aid  of  the  dempcracy  of  the  coun- 
try who  have  received  him  everywliere  with  kind 
ness  and  cordiality  and  especially  at  the  city  of  N.  Y. 
He  then  continues  as  follows: 

'It  has  become  my  duty  to  say,  tliat,  so  soon  as  a 
soldier  of  the  United  States  shall  be  set  in  motion 
by  whatever  direction,  to  act  against  tlie  people  of 
tuis  state,  in  aid  of  the  charter  governmeiil,  1  shall 
call  lor  that  aid,  to  oppose  all  such  force,  which,  1  am 
fully  authorised  to  say,  will  be  immediately  and  most 
clieerlully  tendered  to  the  service  of  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island,  Irom  the  city  of  New  York,  and  Irom 
other  places.  The  contest  will  then  become  nation- 
al, and  our  state  the  battle  ground  of  Aiiieriuan  free- 
dom. 

As  a  Rhode  Island  man  I  regret  that  the  constitu 
tional  question  in  this  state  cannot  he  adjusted  among 
oar  own  citizens.  But  as  the  minority  have  asked 
that  the  sword  of  the  national  executive  may  be 
thrown  into  the  scale  against  the  people,  it  is  iiiipe 
rulive  upon  lliem  to  make  llie  same  appeal  to  then 
bretbieii  of  the  states;  an  appeal  which,  they  arc'ititelli 
well  assuied,  will  not  be  made  in  vain.  They  who 
have  oeen  the  hrst  to  ask  assisiaucc  from  abruuJ,  ca;i 
l.at  e  no  1  easun  lo  complain  of  any  consequences  w  h  icli 
ia«y  ensu*. 


and  more  than  200  have  been  engaged  for  longer  or 
shorter  periods.  It  is  now  27  years  since  the  first 
Bible  society  was  established  in  France  and  they 
have  distributed  within  that  lime  2,072,014  Bibles. 
Since  the  last  anniversary  above  30  evangelist 
preachers  have  been  employed;  more  than  100.000 
Bibles  have  been  distributed  in  Belgium.  After  the 
reading  of  these  reports  was  concluded,  excellent 
addresses  were  delivered  by  rev.  Geo.  B.  Cheever, 
rev.  G.  W.  Bethuneand  rev.  E.  N.  Kirk. 

American  Anti-Slavebt  society.  This  society 
held  its  ninth  annual  meeting  at  the  Broadway  Ta- 
bernacle yesterday  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  James  Ful- 
ler, of  Skanoateles,  one  of  the  vice  presidents,  in 
the  chair  The  report  of  the  executive  committee, 
(understood  to  be  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Child),  was 
read  by  Joseph  C.  Hathaway,  of  Farmington.  It 
alluded  to  the  peculiar  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments resulting  from  the  division  of  the  society  two 
years  ago — lo  the  operations  of  the  society  durin 
the  past  year — and  to  the  present  aspects  of  the 
cause.  James  S.  Gibbons  read  the  aggregates  of 
the  treasurer's  report,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  receipts  during  the  year  amounted  to  10,081  67; 
the  expenditures  to  §9,700  00,  leaving  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  §381  67.  The  receipts  were  great- 
er fiy  about  §3  lioo  than  they  were  last  year.  The 
National  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  edited  by  Mrs 
Child,  has  nearly  doubled  its  circulation  during  the 
year.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  C.  C.  Burleigh, 
of  Philadelphia,  Wendell  Phillips,  of  Boston,  and 
Gov.  Bradhurn,  of  Nantucket. 

American  and  Foreign  .4nti-Slavery  society. 
This  society  held  its  second  anniversary  in  the 
church,  corner  of  Delancy  and  Chrystie  streets,  last 
evening.  Arthur  'I'appan  presided.  The  meeting 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  rev.  Theodore  S.  Wright 
of  this  city.  The  annual  report  was  read  by  rev. 
S.  S.  Jocelyn,  the  correspondingsecretary.and  Lew- 
is Tappan  offered  a  set  of  resolutions  that  were 
unanimously  adopted.  The  closing  address  was 
made  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Pennington,  pastor  of  the  co- 
lored congregation  at  Hartford,  Con.  Interesting 
communicated  from  the  Amistad 
AlVicaus,  at  Sicrr.i  Loone — from  the  missionaries  at 
the  Wc-st  India  and  Sandwich  Islands- Irom  Eng- 
land and  France,  and  letters  were  read  from  seve- 
ral distinguished  individuals. 


The  society  has  published  during  the  year  1,016 
volumes,  and  1,634  for  foreign  stations.  The  number 
issued  is —  „ 

Vols.       Publications.  Pages. 

Printed  245.000         4,812.000         100,108,000 

Circulated        185,152        4,478,799  94,329,045 

The  circulation  exceeds  that  of  the  last  year  by 
13,647,480  pages,  and  includes  2,786  sets  of  the  evan- 
gelical family  library  of  15  volumes;  534  of  the 
Christian  library  of  45  volumes;  upwards  of  8,000, 
each  of  several  separate  volumes,  91,000  of  the 
Christian  Almanac  for  the  U.  States;  and  of  some 
four  page  tracts  from  100,000  to  150,000  copies 
each.  Total  circulated  in  seventeen  years  1,220,- 
090,921  pages.  182,000  volumes  have  been  circulat- 
ed during  lihe  year,  including  2,786  sets  of  the  evan- 
gelical family  library.  By  the  voluntary  co-opera- 
tion of  at  least  20,000  christians,  1,800.000  volumes 
in  all  have  been  circulated  among  perhaps  800,000 
families,  embracing  not  far  from  4,000,000  souls. 

Excellent  addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  Henry 
Hermage,  Rev.  Dr.  Milner,  and  Rev.  Justin  Per- 
kins. One  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of  the 
exercises  was  an  address  in  Syriac,  by  Mar  Yohaii- 
na,  bishop  of  the  Nestorian  church. 

American  home  missionary  society.  The  six- 
teenth anniversary  of  this  society  was  held  at  the 
Broadway  tabernacle.  Henry  Dwight,  esq.  of  Ge- 
neva, pre'sided.  After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cod- 
man,  of  Rochester,  Joseph  Corning,  esq.,  treasurer 
of  the  society,  presented  his  report.  It  presents  the 
following;  receipts,  §95,291  43;  expenses,  §94,308  14; 
balance  in  the  treasury,  §991  21. 

The  receipts  arc  §7.050  30  greater  than  those  of 
last  year.  The  liabilities  incurred  by  the  society 
during  the  year  to  missionaries  is  §96,399  36,  which, 
with  the  amount  due  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
makes  the  whole  amount  of  liabilities  §107,085  93. 
The  number  of  congregations  is  987 — 125  more  than 
last  year;  the  amount  of  labor  performed  594  years; 
93  more  than  last  year,  ani  30  more  than  any  pre- 
ceding year.  The  number  o''  pupils  under  the  mis- 
sionaries is  64,300.  The  number  of  conversions 
reported  is  4,018;  the  number  added  to  the  church, 
5,514.  The  executive  report  was  presented  by  Rev. 
Milton  Badger. 

Female  moral  reform  society.  The  eighth  an- 
niver>ary  of  this  society  was  held  last  evening  at  the 
Hester  street  church.  The  annual  report  of  the  board 
states  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Journal  which  have 
been  issued  during  the  last  year,  at  15,.i00:  the  num- 
ber of  pages  of  tracts  published,  at  475  OUO— a  large 
number  of  which  were  .gratuitous;  40,000  petitions 
have  been  forwarded  lo  Ihe  legislature  during  the 
year;  three  missionaries  have  been  employed,  who 
have  visited  6,570  families.  Of  the  Advocate,  47,652 
copies  have  been  distributed:  7,000  signatures  obtain- 
ed to  the  temperance  pledge,  and  100  children  have 
been  brought  into  Sabbath_schools.  A  Bethel  mis- 
sionary has  been  steadily  eniployed,  who  has  visited 
3,829  vessels— distributed  12,650  Advocates,  534  Di- 
rectories, and  194,530  pages  of  tracts.  From  inves- 
gations  carefully  made,  it  is  ascertained  that  in  llie 
eighth  ward  ah'iie,  there  arc  97  dwellings  occupied 
by  openly  vicious  females — whose  number  in  that 
ward  is  estimated  at  697.     Taking  this  as  a  basis,  it 
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is  believed  thnt  oiir  city  contains  1,640  houses  of  ill- 
fame,  and  11,510  open  prostitutes.  Horrible  as  is 
this  picture,  it  is  the  result  of  careful  and  patient  in- 
vestigation. 

Tun  New  York  Colonization  society  held  their 
10th  annual  meeting  last  evening  at  the  Middle  Dutch 
church — Anson  G.  Phelps,  esq.  in  the  chair.  The 
proceedings  were  opened  with  a  hymn  written  for 
the  occasion  hy  Mrs.  Sigourney,  after  which  rev.  Mr. 
Ogden,  of  Whitesboro','  oftt^red  a  prayer.  Moses 
Alien,  esq.  treasurer,  read  the  financial  report  for  the 
past  year,  which  showed  the  following  aggregates: 
Receipts,  $8,857  22 

Expenses,  9,998  96 


Balance  due  treasurer,  §1,141  44 

Rev.  Mr.  Cone  read  the  10th  annual  report  of  the 
executive  committee,  which  stated  that  their  pros- 
pects were  never  more  cheering  than  at  present,  as 
the  interest  in  the  success  of  their  project  was  fully 
commensurate  with  the  extensive  knowledge  of  its 
vast  importance  and  utility.  The  testimony  of  those 
who  had  visited  the  settlements  at  Liberia  formed  a 
considerable  portion  of  this  report,  and  was  highly 
encouraging — representing  the  improvement  of  the 
settlers  in  art,  science,  agriculture  and  religion,  as 
far  beyond  the  anticipation  of  its  most  zealous 
friends.  The  report,  in  conclusion,  stated  the  in- 
creasing interests  which  the  people  of  America  have 
in  the  success  of  this  christian  enterprise,  and  its  high 
claims  upon  their  continued  support. 

Hon.  a.  F.  Butler  moved  that  the  report  be  print- 
ed, and  sustained  the  resolution  in  a  very  feeling  and 
eloquent  address.  Another  resolution  was  otfered  by 
rev.  Mr.  Cone,  in  reference  to  the  increasing  dispo- 
sition of  masters  to  emancipate,  and  the  consequent 
necessity  of  increasing  etfort  and  liberality. 

R.  Gurley,  esq.  secretary  of  the  parent  Coloniza- 
tion society,  supported  this  resolution  at  length,  and 
with  great  power.  The  proceedings  closed  with  an 
appropriate  hymn. 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society, 
held  at  Washington  on  the  5lh  May,  1843,  at  the  pa- 
tent office,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz: 

Hon.  James  M.  Garnet,  Virginia,  president. 

J.  F.  Callan,  D.  C.  recording  sccrctartj. 

Oliver  Whittlesey,  Ohio,  corresponding  sec^y. 

Edward  Dyer,  treasurer. 

BOARD  OF  CONTROL. 

Hon.  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  D.  C. 

Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Ohio. 

John  A.  Smith,  D.  C. 

John  S.  Skinner,  D.  C. 

William  J.  Stone,  D.  C. 
vice  presidents. 
Maine,  Hon.  George  Evans. 

New  Hampshire,         Hon.  Isaac  Hill. 
Massachusetts,  B.  V.  French. 

Connecticut,  Dr.  Eli  Ives. 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  Fenner. 

Vermont,  William  Jarvis. 

New  York,  J.  B.  Nott, 

New  Jersey,  E.  S.  Green. 

Pennsylvania,  Hon.  G.  M.  Keim. 

Delaware,  Dr.  J.  W.  Thompson. 

Maryland,  Thomas  Emory. 

Virginia,  Ed.  Ruffin. 

North  Carolina,  Hon.  D.  Deberry, 

South  Carolina,  Wade  Hampton. 

Georgia,  Hon.  Wilson  Lumpkin. 

Alabama,  Hon.  Dixon  H.  Lewis. 

Louisiana,  Hon.  Alexander  Mouton. 

Arkansas,  Hon.  A.  Yell. 

Tennessee,  F.  H.  Gordon. 

Mississippi,  Hon.  R.  J.  Walker. 

Kentucky,  Chilton  Allen. 

Missouri,  Hon.  L.  F.  Linn. 

Illinois,  Thomas  L.  Hinde. 

Indiana,  Solon  Robinson. 

Michigan,  Hon.  J.  C.  Crary. 

Ohio,  Hon.  John  Haslii%3. 

Dist.  of  Columbia,     Amos  Kendall. 
Florida,  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer. 

Iowa,  Timothy  Davis. 

Wisconsan,  Henry  Dodge. 

The  vice  presidents  of  Virginia,  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  are  ei 
officio,  members  of  the  board  of  control. 

J.  F.  CALLAN,  rec.  sec. 

ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TEM- 
PEaANCE  UNION.  The  fifth  anniversary  of  the 
American  Temperance  Union  was  held  at  the  Broad- 
way Tabernacle,  in  New  York,  on  tlie  evening  of  the 
4th  inst.  and  a  more  interesting  meeting,  it  is  said, 
was  never  before  had  in  that  city.  At  an  early  hour, 
Ihe  spacious  building,  in  which  it  was  held,  by  far 


the  largest  in  the  city,  capable  of  accommodating 
4,000  persons,  ^vas  filled  to  overflowing;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  3,000  persons  went  away  unable  to  gain 
adiiiiltance. 

The  hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  chancellor  of 
the  universily,  took  Ihe  chair  at  7  o'clock  precisely. 
The  choir  having  sung  a  temperance  anthem  compo- 
sed for  the  occasion,  the  rev.  Dr.  Cox  opened  the  ex- 
ercises with  a  very  beautiful  and  appropriate  prayer. 

An  abstract  of  the  fifth  annual  report  of  the  exe- 
cutive committee  was  then  read  by  the  secretary, 
rev.  John  Marsh.  The  report  gives  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  operations  of  the  union  since  the  ad- 
journment of  the  convention  held  at  Saratoga  on  the 
olh  July  last.  The  number  of  signatures  olitained  to 
the  pledge  of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating 
liquors  in  the  country  since  that  period,  is  500  000. 

Of  this  number  30.000  are  in  Kentucky,  6  000  in 
Ohio,  and  through  the  great  west  more  than  200,000, 
of  whom  every  seventh  man  is  reported  to  be  a  re- 
formed drunkard,  and  every  fourth  man  a  reformed 
tippler.  In  Maine  are  50,000,  of  whom  5.000  are  re- 
formed drunkards.  In  Boston  more  than  20,000  dur- 
ing the  winter  have  signed  the  pledge,  of  whom 
13,000  are  Washingtoniaiis — reformed  drunkards.  In 
the  city  of  New  York  16,000  have  reformed.  In 
Central  and  Western  New  York,  50,000;  in  Philadel- 
phia, 30,000;  in  Pittsburgh,  10,000.  And  the  whole 
number  of  reformed  drunkards  in  the  United  States 
is  above  50,000;  and  of  reformed  tipplers  and  moder- 
ate tipplers  there  are  twice  as  many. 

The  report  contains  a  very  minute  account  of  the 
origin  of  the  leniperance  movement  made  by  the  six 
original  founders  of  the  Washington  Temperance  so- 
ciety of  Baltimore,  and  attributes  the  great  triumph 
of  temperance  principles  in  every  part  of  our  large 
and  populous  country,  mainly  to  their  extraordinary 
exertions. 

It  is  stated  in  this  document  that  all  the  distilleries 
have  been  stopped  in  Philadelphia,  all  in  Brooklyn, 
in  Waterville,  Sic.  so  that  where  12  gallons  of  whis- 
key were  manufactured  one  year  ago,  not  one  is  now 
made.  It  speaks  of  the  efforts  of  the  American  Tem- 
perance Union  (among  other  societies)  which  has  is- 
sued 120.000  Journals,  550,000  Youths'  Addresses, 
4,000  Temperance  Almanacs  and  10,000  hymn 
books. 

The  report  containing  the  above  information  at 
large,  a  number  of  useful  statistical  tables,  and  nu- 
merous other  facts  connected  with  the  cause,  will  be 
printed  and  circulated  freely  throughout  the  union. 

At  about  half-past  eight  o'clock,  the  president  in- 
troduced to  the  audience  the  hon.  Thomas  F.  Mar- 
shall, who  was  greeted  with  a  prolonged  and  enthu- 
siastic peal  of  applause.  When  it  had  subsided,  he 
commenced  an  address  which  occupied  in  its  delivery 
one  hour  and  a  half,  and  which  was  listened  to  with 
the  deepest  attention. 

The  Congressional  Temperance  society,  formed  at 
Washington,  numbers  eighty  members,  and  there  is 
a  similar  society  in  the  executive  department.  In 
fact,  they  have  adopted  the  very  means  to  make  con- 
verts, and  the  cause  will  continue  to  flourish. 

[Baltimore  ^mer. 


I..4NDI1VG  OF  THE   PILGKI.^IS. 


TO  THE  EDITORS   OF  THE  AMERICAN. 

Gentlemen — Your  readers  will  no  doubt  be  anxious 
to  hear  something  of  the  late  pilgrim  celebration. 
In  order  therefore  to  gratify  their  curiosity,  I  have 
hastily  sketched  the  following  account: 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  give  honor  to  whom  honor 
is  due.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Philodemic  Society 
of  Georgetown  College,  and  to  the  distinguished  pre- 
sident of  that  institution,  for  recalling  to  our  minds 
the  just  claims  upon  us  of  our  pilgrim  fathers,  and 
for  rousing  us  to  the  obligation  of  celebrating  their 
virtues  and  eommemmorating  their  deeds.  They 
first  suggested  the  design,  and  they  too  were  mainly 
instrumental  in  the  execution  of  it. 

On  Mondav  afternoon  1  left  the  city  in  company 
with  some  forty  or  fifty  others,  on  board  the  steam- 
boat Columbus,  being  preceded  by  the  Paluxent  with 
about  two  hundred  more,  among  whom  were  the 
Calvert  Beneficial  Society. 

A  clear  and  delightful  evening  enhanced,  if  possi- 
ble, the  beauties  of  our  water  scenery,  and  the  hours 
passed  as  swiftly  and  joyously  as  our  noble  boat 
skimmed  the  surface  of  the  waters. 

After  sunset,  we  passed  the  mouth  of  the  Severn, 
and  as  in  the  distance,  in  the  gray  light  of  the  evening, 
I  saw  the  red  state  house  standing  proudly  and 
boldly  up,  methought  that  the  goodly  pile  smiled  on 
our  pilgrimage  to  the  sacred  spot  which  had  for 
seventy  years  preceded  it  as  the  honored  seat  of  Ma- 
ryland legislation. 

About  four  o'clock  we  were  roused  from  our  slum- 
bers by  the  discharge  of  her  steam  by  the  boat,  and 
found  ourselves  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Inigoes  creek. — 


The  Columbia  and  Patuxent  lay  on  either  side  of  us, 
the  former  with  the  faculty  and  students  of  Georje- 
town  College  and  ritizens  of  the  district,  and  both 
beautifully  illuminated. 

We  must  have  passed  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Marv's 
river  about  three  o'clock,  and  did  not  see  the  old  is- 
land of  St.  Clement  on  which  Calvert  and  Father 
White  first  landed  and  planted  the  emblen^  of  peace 
and  salvation.  This  landing  took  place  on  the  25th 
of  March,  the  Feast  of  the  Annunciation,  1634 — and 
several  days  elapsed  before  the  size  of  the  island, 
some  four  or  five  hundred  acres,  and  now  a  mere 
sand  back,  admonished  them  of  the  necessity  of  se- 
lecting a  more  desirable  place  to  be  the  site  of  a 
colony. 

At  eight  o'clock  we  landed  and  proceeded  to  St. 
Inigoes,  the  plantation  of  the  Jesuits,  v/here  we  were 
most  cordially  received  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cardery, 
and  refreshments  tendered  to  us.  The  dwelling 
house  at  St.  Inigoes  seems  to  be  a  very  old  mansion, 
and  to  have  been  several  times  repaired.  In  one  of 
its  rooms  was  pointed  out  a  remarkable  table,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  brought  by  the  first  settlers.  It 
is  very  large,  of  oval  form,  of  walnut,  and  perhaps 
12  feet  by  8,  with  large  leaves  and  claw  feet.  What- 
ever may  be  its  history,  it  certainly  speaks  of  oldea 
times.  In  the  yard  were  shown  four  cannon  re- 
covered from  the  river  a  short  time  since,  on  the 
.spot  of  the  old  fortress  which  protected  the  planta- 
tion of  St.  Inigoes,  and  are  undoubtedly  the  same 
which  mere  mounted  on  its  ramparts.  One  of  them 
has  been  presented  to  the  state  by  this  society. 

At  nine  o'clock  we  formed  in  procession  and 
marched  to  the  church,  about  a  mile  distant,  where 
pontifical  high  mass  was  celebrated  by  the  most  re- 
verend archbishop,  and  a  beautiful  and  pathetic  ad- 
dress delivered  by  the  estimable  and  beloved  bishop 
of  Boston. 

Around  the  church  are  the  graves  of  some  of  the 
pilgrim  fathers,  and  of  more  than  one  of  the  early 
governors.  The  church  is  situated  on  a  beautiful 
green,  and  the  whole  scene  excited  feelings  worthy 
of  the  sacred  ground  on  which  we  trod. 

After  mass  the  procession  returned  to  the  steam- 
boats, which  proceeded  up  the  St.  Mary's  river  about 
three  miles,  to  the  site  of  the  old  city  of  St.  Mary's. 
Here  we  were  received  by  the  deafening  shouts  of 
assembled  thousands.  The  shore  and  the  lovely  hill 
behind,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  were  covec- 
ed  with  people,  and  the  shout  of  joy,  and  floating 
banners  and  lively  music,  the  wave  of  the  handker- 
chief, told  us  we  were  welcome  to  the  city  of  our 
fathers.  OhI  it  w^as  a  glorious  sight:  On  land  were 
thousands  of  anxious  spectators — on  the  waters 
were  the  three  steamboats  in  the  midst  of  some  15 
or  20  vessels,  disembarking  their  crowds,  whilst 
some  of  the  holy  psalms  were  sung  in  loud  and  sono- 
rous choir  by  the  reverend  clergy. 

What  a  proud  day  for  Old  Maryland.  One 
would  think  that  such  a  scene  would  have  brought 
forth  from  their  resting  places  the  shades  of  the  de- 
parted dead,  to  hover  with  kindred  pride  and  joy 
over  those  they  saw  around  them. 

The  procession  was  formed  on  the  shore  by  G.  H. 
S.  Key,  chief  marshal  of  the  day — the  Philodemic 
Society  in  the  van,  and  followed  by  the  clergy  and 
the  other  strangers.  A  second  welcome  was  ten- 
dered us  by  the  citizens  of  the  county  on  the  top  of 
the  hill,  after  which  two  banners  were  presented  to 
the  Philodemic  Society,  one  by  the  ladies  of  St. 
Mary's,  and  the  other  by  the  ladies  of  the  Cathedra', 
Mr.  Causin  presented  the  former  on  behalf  of  the 
ladies  of  St.  Mary's,  and  the  latter  was  presented 
by  Miss  Emily  J.  Harper,  accompanied  by  a  neat 
and  beautiful  address,  which  was  responded  to  hy 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  society.  The  rev. 
Mr.  Ryan,  whose  eminent  services  in  our  city  had 
been  referred  to  in  the  address  of  the  fair  represen- 
tive  of  the  ladies  of  the  Cathedral,  replied  in  his  ac- 
customed happy  and  eloquent  manner. 

The  grand  procession  was  then  formed  and  march- 
ed over  a  neighboring  field  to  visit  the  ruins,  or  ra- 
ther foundation  of  the  old  governor's  house. 

All  the  distingushed  gentlemen  from  the  lower 
counties  were  there — many  from  Virginia,  and  some 
from  the  District,  among  whom  I  recognized  Gene- 
ral Seaton,  the  mayor  of  Washington,  and  Messrs. 
Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  and  Geo. 
Washington  Custis.  There  must  have  been  four 
or  five  thousand  persons  on  the  ground. 

On  the  return  of  the  procession  we  all  assembled 
to  hear  the  oration  of  Mr.  Wm.  Geo.  Read,  under 
an  old  English  mulberry,  one  of  the  few  sad  relics, 
where  a  rostrum  bad  been  constructed. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  made  president  of  the  day,  as- 
sisted by  Messrs.  Heard,  Mills,  Wm.  C.  Johnsox 
and  others  as  vice  presidents. 

The  rev.  Dr.  Ryan,  chaplain  of  the  day,  pro- 
nounced a  most  eloquent  prayer,  and  was  succeedei} 
by  Mr.  Wm.  Geo.  Read. 
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The  oration  gratified  the  most  sanguine  anticipa-  j 
tions  of  his  warmest  friends.  It  was  eloquent — 
abounding  with  striking  views  and  moral  ideas,  and 
in  some  places  glowingly  pathetic.  Once  or  twice 
the  tear  sprung  to  his  manly  eye  and  found  a  sympa- 
tliy  in  the  audience.  This  oration  will  1  think  do  a 
great  good,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  widely  disseminat- 
ed. It  does  infinite  credit  to  its  author.  After  the 
oration  a  plentiful  repast  was  spread  for  the  refresh- 
ment of  the  company,  which  was  most  fully  appre- 
ciated. 

At  the  close  of  the  evening  Mr.  Custis,  assisted 
by  several  scientific  gentlemen,  sung  an  ode  compos- 
ed by  himself  for  the  occasion  to  the  tune  of  the 
Star  Spangled  I3anner,  and  the  whole  crowd  joined 
in  the  chorus.  The  effect  was  magnificent,  I  assure 
you.  The  ode  was  very  good,  and  its  venerable  au- 
thor has  consented  to  have  it  published. 

At  six  o'clock  we  embarked,  and  a  most  beautiful 
sight  it  was  to  see  some  two  or  three  thousand  per- 
sons carried  to  the  steamboats  in  swift  batteaux,and 
gladder  yet  was  the  sight  of  15  or  20  vessels  crowd- 
ed with  joyous  and  pleasant  faces,  spreading  their 
canvass  to  the  propitious  breeze  and  beautifully 
skimming  over  the  waters.  No  unpleasant  occur- 
rence marred  the  pleasure  of  the  day,  but  every 
thing  proved  fortunate. 

I  hope  this  happy  commencement  of  a  long  ne- 
glected duty  will  encourage  us  to  make  an  annual 
visit  to  the  graves  of  our  pilgrim  fathers,  and  there 
learn  to  imitate  their  virtues  and  emulate  their  ex- 
ample. 


COMMERCE. 


THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  PROTECTION. 

REPORT  TO  THE  HOfilE  INPUSTRT  CONVENTION. 

Thursday,  ^pril  7th,  1842. 

Mr.  H.  Greeley,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  general  interest  of  manufactures  and  of 
American  labor,  and  the  necessity  of  protection,  re- 
ports: 

The  several  productive  interests  of  the  country, 
■whether  agricultural,  manufacturing  or  commercial, 
teing  otherwise  referred  to  able  and  enlightened 
committees,  it  seemed  the  more  appropriate  duty  of 
your  committee  to  consider  generally  and  abstractly 
the  principles  and  grounds  of  protection: 

Protection  is  the  fundamental  necessity,  the  pri- 
mary object,  of  all  rightful  government.  To  protect 
each  other  against  the  felonious  practices  of  the 
swindler,  the  burglar,  the  assassin,  or  the  more  for- 
midable assaults  of  barbarian  hordes,  of  ambitious 
chieftains,  of  invading  armies,  the  members  of  a 
community  unite  to  bear  the  burthens  and  submit  to 
the  restrictions  of  natural  right  incidental  to  the  ex- 
istence of  government.  Each  individual,  on  hks  part, 
incurs  the  obligations,  submits  to  the  restrictions,  and 
assumes  the  burthen  of  citizenship,  on  the  implied 
but  palpable  contract  of  the  government  to  protect 
him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  those  rights  reserved  to 
him  under  the  social  compact;  in  the  undisturbed  and 
absolute  use  of  the  products  of  his  own  labor  and 
skill,  and  in  the  right  to  eojploy  advantageously  all 
his  faculties  in  the  acquirement  of  an  adequate  sub- 
Eistence. 

Very  few  have  ever  denied  to  government  the 
right  and  duty  of  protecting  its  people  from  overt  acts 
of  aggression  and  violence.  That  an  invading  foe 
should  be  resisted,  a  law-breaking  villain  arrested 
and  confined,  or  a  domineering,  encroaching  nation 
checked  or  resisted,  are  propositions  so  plain  that  no 
writer  of  note  on  government  has  doubted  or  demur- 
red to  them. 

Now  it  cannot  be  seriously,  considerately  denied, 
that  a  nation  may  be  injured  as  certainly  and  vitally 
by  the  policy  of  a  rival  as  by  its  arms.  An  order  in 
council,  an  act  of  legislation,  may  cripple  the  com- 
merce and  blight  the  industry  of  a  distant  nation, 
when  open  hostility  would  have  been  wholly  una- 
Tailing.  The  navigation  act  of  Great  Britain  did 
more  to  destroy  the  commercial  importance  of  Hol- 
land than  all  the  fleets  that  ever  issued  from  Ports- 
mouth and  Plymouth.  History  is  full  of  examples  of 
the  decline  and  destruction  of  nations  from  causes 
which  they  failed  clearly  to  recognise,  but  which  la- 
ter and  clear-sighted  observers  have  readily  detected 
in  the  grasping  policy  and  deep-laid  plans  of  a  subtle 
and  determined  rival. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  hold  it  self-evident  that 
it  is  as  clearly  and  fully  the  duly  of  a  governmcEjt  to 
guard  its  citizens  aj^ainst  the  insidious  influenres  of 
hostile  foreign  policy,  as  against  the  more  direct  and 
manly  assaults  of  foreign  armies.  And  they  insist 
that  a  wise  and  paternal  government  will  as  careful- 
ly guard,  as  unsleepingly  watch,  against  the  machi- 
nations of  foreign  cabinets  as  the  shock  of  hostile 
flevtR  and  battaljons.  | 


To  illustrate  this  position,  let  us  adduce  a  case 
such  as  has  substantially  happened  at  least  once  in 
the  history  of  our  own  country.  Let  us  suppose  that 
the  great  mass  of  our  people  are  satisfactorily  engag- 
ed in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  that  they  obtain  their 
manufactured  goods  by  an  exchange  of  their  surplus 
wheat  for  the  fabrics  and  wares  of  Great  Britain. — 
No  duty,  or  a  very  moderate  one,  for  revenue  mere- 
ly, is  charged  on  either  side.  At  length,  however. 
Great  Britain  resolves  to  produce  all  her  own  grain, 
and  to  this  end  imposes  a  heavy,  a  prohibitory  duty, 
on  its  importation  from  abroad.  By  this  act  our  far- 
mers are  left  without  a  market  for  their  produce,  its 
price  depreciates,  and  it  remains  a  drug  on  their 
hands.  British  fabrics  are  still  pouring  into  our 
ports,  are  sold  for/fire?-  dollars  than  it  would  cost  to 
produce  them  here,  and  thus  fill  all  the  channels  of 
trade.  What  is  the  duty  thereby  imposed  on  our 
government'  Free  trade  aflirms  that  it  should  do 
nothing,  but  simply  await  till  the  inevitable  bank- 
ruptcy of  our  business  classes,  the  continued  decline 
in  price  of  our  great  staples,  the  withdrawal  of  our 
specie  and  the  degradation  or  destruction  of  our  cir- 
culating medium,  shall  have  reduced  the  price  of 
American  labor,  and  with  it  all  results  of  labor,  so 
low  that  the  manufactures  we  need  can  be  produced 
here  at  as  low  a  money  price  as  in  England.  This 
I  is  what  is  implied  by  leaving  trade  to  'regulate  it- 
self But  we  insist  that  it  is  neither  a  wise  nor  a 
stable  adjustment  of  the  difficulty.  It  is  not  v/ise,for 
it  involves  our  people  in  an  infinity  of  suffering,  sta  . 
nation  and  pecuniary  loss;  it  is  not  stable,  for  the  first 
gleam  of  prosperity  in  our  land — if  such  gleam  could 
be  under  that  policy — would  draw  hither  cargo  after 
cargo  of  British  goods,  and  ensure  a  repetition  of  our 
disasters.  Now  the  true  and  manifest  policy  of  our 
government,  as  it  appears  most  obvious  to  us,  is  to 
meet  the  aggressive  policy  of  our  rival  at  the  outset 
—to  countervail  duty  by  duty,  restriction  by  restric 
tion — to  protect  and  foster  our  manufactures  as  fast 
and  far  as  Great  Britain  at  our  expense  shall  favor 
her  agriculture— and  thus  to  preserve  our  people 
from  the  bottomless  abyss  of  foreign  debt  and  bank- 
ruptcy, extend  the  sphere  of  their  industry,  and  lay 
deep  and  enduring  the  base  of  a  substantial  national 
independence  of  all  foreign  policy  whatever. 

Let  us  offer  another  illustration.  Great  Britain, 
about  two  hundred  years  ago,  passed  her  navigation 
act,  allowing  goods  to  be  imported  into  her  ports  in 
British  vessels  at  a  lower  rate  of  duty  than  the  same 
goods  must  pay  if  imported  in  foreign  vessels.  This 
simple  act  of  aggressive  fostering  her  own  commerce 
is  the  foundation  of  her  long  career  of  overwhelming 
commercial  and  marine  ascendancy — an  ascendancy 
wliich  would  never  have  existed  to  any  such  extent 
if  the  other  nations  of  Europe  had  at  once  perceived 
I  the  absolute  necessity  of  countervailing  this  advan- 
tage. They  did  not,  however,  and  the  consequence 
is  seen  in  the  decline  of  their  commerce  and  marine 
to  the  verge  of  extinction,  and  in  the  elevation  of 
their  once  humble  rival  to  the  proud  station  of  mis- 
tress of  the  seas.  Under  the  blighting  effect  of  th 
grasping  policy  our  own  commerce  languished  dui 
ing  the  whole  term  of  our  peaceful  existence  as  a 
confederation. 

But  when  the  terms  of  a  'more  perfect  union' had 
been  agreed  on,  and  a  congress  assembled  clothed 
with  power  to  watch  over  and  protect  the  interests  of 
our  people,  we  find  that  one  of  its  first  acts  was  aim- 
ed at  the  express  protection  and  encouragement  of 
manufactures  on  our  Own  soil,  by  a  duty  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  goods,  and  the  next  was  intended 
to  countervail  the  navigation  act  of  Great  Brita 
by  enacting  that  a  corresponding  discrimination 
should  be  made  between  the  import  hither  of  dutia^ 
ble  articles  in  foreign  and  American  vessels^-to  be 
waived  in  behalf  of  the  ships  of  all  nations  which  did 
not  discriminate  against  our  own.  This  immediately 
brought  Britain  to  terms.  She  consented  to  admit 
American  vessels  to  her  ports  on  the  same  terms 
with  her  own,  upon  our  doing  the  same,  and  this  ar 
rangement  remains  still  in  effect.  But  for  this  time- 
ly and  efficient  countervailing  of  the  British  naviga- 
tion act,  American  commerce  in  our  own  vessels 
would  be  as  that  of  Holland  now  is— and  that  of  Ve- 
nice has  long  been.  Protection  has  secured  to  us  a 
genuine  freedom  and  reciprocity,  where  one-sided 
free  trade  would  have  soon  stripped  us  of  anv  trade 
at  all.  ^ 

For  many  years  no  man  has  dreamed  of  or  asked 
for  the  repeal  of  our  countervailing  or  protective  na- 
vigation act,  while  thousands  fiercely  clamor  against 
all  other  protective  imposts!  On  what  principle  is 
this  distinction  made.'  Are  our  free  trade  importers 
and  ship  owners  unwilling  to  submit  their  own  busi- 
ness to  the  policy  they  would  impose  on  the  internal 
industry  of  the  country.'  Do  they  cling  to  protec- 
tion for  their  own  interests,  yet  deny  it  to  those  of 
all  other  classes?  These  are  questions  which  should 
not  longer  rernain  unanswered. 


But  the  principle  of  protection  is  impregnably  en- 
trenched in  other  considerations  than  those  of  de- 
fence against  positive  foreign  aggression.  We  main- 
tain that  there  is  obvious  jiolicy,  wise  economy,  and 
true,  far-seeing  statesmanship  in  that  view  of  pro- 
tection which  regards  it  in  itself,  and  without  re- 
spect to  the  course  of  other  nations,  as  a  means  of 
fostering  into  healthful  vigor  new  branches  of  indus- 
try and  increasing  in  the  general  product  of  the  coun- 
try. We  disclaim  all  aggressive  protection — all  le- 
gislation or  policy  whose  aim  shall  be  to  enable 
American  producers  to  undersell  those  of  other  na- 
tions abroad.  We  demand  simply  that  the  toiling 
mass  of  our  own  goodly  land  may  be  enabled  to  sit 
in  peace  beneath  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree  secure 
in  their  several  employment^,  and  finding  a  just  re- 
ward and  stimulus  ibr  their  industry  in  ministering 
to  each  other's  wants  and  enjoyments  to  mutual  ad- 
vantage. We  seek  to  build  up  no  policy  like  that  of 
Great  Britain  to  make  our  own  country  the  rialto  of 
nations,  the  maker,  refiner,  traficker  and  carrier  for 
all  other  counties.  We  do  not  want  other  nations 
constrained  by  policy  or  craft  to  bring  their  bread  to 
be  baked  in  our  ovens,  any  more  than  to  carry  our 
loaves  to  theirs.  We  ask  no  policy  like  Britain's 
which  shall  bring  hither  the  gold  and  gems  of  all 
climes  and  kindreds,  and  pile  them  up  on  our  shores. 
It  is  because  we  are  utterly  hostile  to  that  grasping 
selfishness  which  seeks  to  secure  and  perpetuate  in 
its  own  hands  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  and  manu- 
factures of  the  world,  that  we  combine  to  resist  it, 
and  counsel  our  countrymen  to  see  that  it  be  stead- 
fastly counteracted,  so  far  as  it  affects  ourselves. 
Those,  therefore,  who  argue  against  defensive  pro- 
tection from  the  effects  of  British  policy  in  the  de- 
pression of  British  labor,  wholly  mistake  the  nature 
and  essence  of  the  controversy.  That  depression  is 
a  part  of  our  case — it  is  an  impressive,  urgent  rea- 
son why  the  colossus  of  British  monopoly  should  be 
attacked  and  overthrown,  as  injurious  to  the  great 
laboring  mass  even  of  Britons  as  well  as  others.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that,  while  the  restrictive  policy  of 
England  is  felt  as  an  intolerable  burthen  by  her  own 
working  people,  the  countervailing  acts  of  Germany 
and  the  other  nations  of  continental  Europe  are  re- 
cognised by  their  people  as  essential  to  their  indivi- 
dual welfare  no  less  than  to  national  independence 
and  prosperity. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  but  regard  the  assertion  that 
proper  protective  duties  will  not  promote  the  inte- 
rests of  the  laboring  classes  here,  because  what  are 
called  protective  duties  have  an  unfavorable  effect  in 
England,  as  addressed  to  the  ignorance  rather  than 
the  understanding  of  those  whom  it  is  employed  to 
influence.  There  is  nothing  like  analogy  in  the  ca- 
ses— the  seeming  resemblance  is  one  of  sound,  not 
of  sense.  Those  who  employ  it  are  careful  to  keep 
it  as  far  from  the  light  as  possible. 

Let  us  endeavor,  by  an  illustration,  to  place  this 
important  truth  in  a  yet  clearer  light,  and  est:iblish 
at  the  same  time  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  genu- 
ine protection.  We  will  take  the  case  of  Great 
Britain,  a  country  of  boundless  wealth,  experience 
and  skill  in  mechanical  processes  and  arts,  great  and 
established  facilities  for  all  branches  of  manufac- 
tures, and  abundance  of  cheap  labor;  on  the  other 
hand  we  will  set  our  own  states  of  Michigan,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois — states  as  yet  mainly  agricultural, 
imperfectly  subdued  and  tilled,  with  labor  scarce  and 
in  demand,  and  a  soil  yielding  abundantly  all  the 
fruits  of  the  earth.  If  Britain  were  wise  enough  to 
take  freely  of  these  states  their  grain  in  exchange 
for  her  cloths  and  wares,  it  would  seem  at  first  blush 
their  manifest  interest  to  procure  of  her  their  sup- 
plies of  manufactures.  Beyond  doubt  they  might 
thus  obtain  their  goods  for  fewer  dollars  than  by  en- 
couraging their  production  on  their  own  soil.  But 
experience  abundantly  demonstrates  that,  in  order 
to  buy  their  cloths  of  England  at  the  cheaper  money 
prices  at  which  they,  being  of  trifling  bulk,  could  un- 
doubtedly be  transported  and  sold,  our  western  far- 
mers must  sell  their  grain  at  such  prices  as  would 
admit  of  its  transportation  to  England  and  sell  there 
in  competition  with  the  grain  of  all  other  countries. 
Estimating  the  average  price  of  wheat  throughout 
the  world  at  one  dollar  a  bushel,  it  could  hardly,  un- 
der a  system  of  free  trade,  command  more  than  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  in  England:  and  in  view  of  the 
close  proximity  of  the  great  grain  growing  regions 
of  Germany  and  Poland,  with  their  cheap  labor,  we 
may  well  doubt  that  it  would  be  so  high.  The  effect 
of  absolute  free  trade,  would,  therefore,  be  to  sup- 
ply the  farmers  of  the  west  with  British  cloths  at 
prices  little  above  those  of  Leeds  and  Birmingham, 
but  to  reduce  the  value  of  their  own  products  far 
below  that  of  the  corresponding  products  of  Ger- 
many and  Poland,  by  reason  of  the  far  greater  ex- 
tent of  the  devious,  varied,  and  for  months  of  each 
year  interrupted  transportation  to  England.  Allow- 
ing that  the  average  price  of  wheat  in  England  would 
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be  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  its  average  price  through- 
out the  west  could  not  certainly  exceed  fifty  cents, 
and  would  often  fall  below  twenty-five.  Admitting, 
therefore,  that  the  money  cost  of  producing  the 
cloth  on  their  own  soil  would  for  a  time  be  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  more,  the  simple  question  to  be  decid- 
ed by  the  farmers  of  the  west  is,  whether  they  will 
pay  five  dollars  a  yard  for  cloth  in  wheat  at  a  dollar 
a  bushel,  or  buy  it  at  four  dollars  a  yard  and  pay  in 
wheat  at  thirty  cents  a  bushel.  The  answer  could 
not  long  detain  any  one  who  had  mastered  the  sim- 
ple rules  of  arithmetic. 

Or,  we  may  state  the  question- in  another  form: — 
which  is  cheaper — to  send,  flour  from  Peoria  and 
Chicago  to  Leeds  and  Sheffield  for  cloth,  paying  four 
barrels  out  of  six  for  transportation — or  to  invite 
the  clotli-makers  to  our  own  soil,  and  there  pay  them 
four  barrels  instead  of  two  for  the  cloth,  and  yet 
save  two  of  the  six  to  the  farmer  who  raised  the 
grain  and  buys  the  cloth?  It  is  most  manifest  to 
your  committee  that  the  policy  which  keeps  the 
cloth-makers  on  one  continent  and  the  grain-growers 
in  the  heart  of  another,  is  one  of  flagrant  improvi- 
dence and  waste — a  wanton  throwing  av/ay  of  the 
enormous  cost  of  reciprocal  transportation — reduc- 
ing greatly  the  essential  reward  of  labor  on  either 
hand,  and  thus  depressing  the  condition  of  the  labo- 
rer.    How  shall  this  conclusion  be  voided.' 

Your  committee,  therefore,  do  not  advocate  the 
protective  policy  as  advantageous  to  our  own  people 
merely,  but  to  all  who  in  the  sweat  of  their  face  eat 
bread— who  by  honest  industry  add  to  the  sum  of 
human  products  and  comforts.  So  far  as  may  be 
necessary  to  the  home  production  of  all  articles  es- 
sential to  subsistence  and  well-being,  and  to  which 
production  their  exists  no  natural  obstacle  of  climate 
or  soil,  we  hold  the  protective  policy  to  be  the  true 
and  obvious  policy  of  all  nations,  with  regard  as  well 
to  the  general  as  to  their  individual  good.  We  hold 
such  protection  to  be  dictated  by  a  wise  economy  as 
well  as  a  true  independence.  Whatever  articles  are 
'far-fetched'  are  proverbially  'dear-bought;'  inevita- 
ble necessity  dictates  this,  and  commercial  rapacity 
aggravates  it.  Very  many  articles  are  now  daily 
charged  to  the  consumer  at  least  six  times  the  price 
that  was  paid  to  the  producer.  But  this  can  only 
take  place  to  any  extent  where  the  producer  and 
consumer  are  widely  separated  from  each  other — 
usually  by  oceans  or  sentiments.  Let  us  encourage 
and  diversify  home  production  until  every  thing  to 
which  our  position  is  genial  shall  be  produced  on  our 
own  wide-spread  territory  and  fertile  soil,  and  this 
enormous  disparity  will  cease. 

In  support  of  the  views  here  adduced,  we  may  add 
that  even  the  free  trade  authorities  of  England  do 
not  counsel  an  abandonment  of  protection  in  any 
case  analagous  to  ours.  ■  Adam  Smith 
cle  of  that  faith,  expressly  approves  a; 
British  navigation  act,  which  is  not  merely 
sively  protective,  but  aggressively  so;  and  even  Mr. 
J.  Deacon  Hume,  whose  evidence  before  the  last 
free  trade  committee  of  parliament,  is  so  widely 
quoted  and  so  sweeping  against  the  British  protec- 
tive system,  in  that  same  evidence  insists  that  the 
free  labor  of  Jamaica  should  not  be  left  to  a  naked 
competition  with  the  annually  recruited  slave  labor 
of  Cuba.  "I  conceive,"  says  he,  "that  this  question  is 
taken  entirely  out  of  the  category  of  free  trade.  We 
need  not  indulge  in  any  comment. 

Your  committee  have  refrained  from  pressing  the 
argument  that  the  multiplying  and  varying  of  the 
pursuits  of  industry  in  our  own  country  must  inevi- 
tably afford  fitting  and  congenial  employment  to  far 
greater  variety  of  talents,  capacities,  and  inclina- 
tions, than  would  otherwise  be  absorbed  in  them, 
and  thus  vastly  increase  the  product,  wealth  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people — and  that  those  fabrics  of  which 
the  domestic  production  has  been  fostered  by  ade- 
quate protective  duties  have  always  been  afforded  at 
cheaper  and  cheaper  rates,  until  they  vastly  under- 
sold the  foreign  competitor.  Neither  have  they  ta- 
ken occasion  to  sh»w,  as  they  might  easily  have  done, 
that  many  articles  which  can  be  produced  here  as 
cheaply,  even  by  the  dollar  standard,  as  elsewhere, 
still  need  a  moderate  duty  on  imports  to  protect  them 
against  the  fluctuation  of  -European  markets,  a  glut 
of  the  foreign  production,  or  the  desperate  efforts  of 
a  foreign  rivalry,  which  understands  that  by  break- 
ing dov/n  our  home  manufacture  it  may  secure  to  it- 


more  properly  belong.  But  without  extending  far- 
ther our  illustrations,  we  would  respectfully  submit 
that  the  principles  of  protection  appear  to  us  those 
of  true  political  economy,  far-seeing  wisdom,  and 
practical  statesmanship;  their  spirit  and  tendency 
consistent  with  universal  benevolence  and  good  will; 
and  their  observance  and  enforcement  in  our  legis- 
lation and  policy  essential  to  national  independence 
and  general  well  being. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HORACE  GaEELEY, 
STANFORD  NEWELL, 
S.  EARL   HOWARD, 
H.  D.  MAXWELL. 
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TO  THE  EDITORS  OF  THE  y.\TIONAL    INTELLIGENCER. 

^'■iagara  Falls,  .Ipril  30,  1840. 

Messrs.  G.\les  &  Seaton:  I  found  awaiting  me 
yesterday,  at  the  post  office  in  Buflalo,  certain  let- 
ters from  England,  of  which  the  following  are  co- 
pies.  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  that  you  will  publish 
them  in  your  columns;  and  I  do  so  in  order  that  the 
people  of  America  may  understand  that  the  senti- 
ments I  have  expressed  on  all  public  occasions,  since 
1  have  been  in  these  United  States,  in  reference  to  a 
law  of  international  copyright  are  not  my  individual 
sentiments,  but  are,  without  any  qualification,  abate- 
ment, or  reserve,  the  opinions  of  the  great  body  of 
British  authors,  represented  by  the  distinguished  men 
whose  signatures  are  attached  to  these  documents. 

That  they  are  also  the  opinions  of  the  native  wri- 
ters of  America  they  have  sufliciently  shown  in 
their  earnest  petitions  to  the  legislature  upon  this 
subject. 

I  v/ould  beg  to  lay  particular  stress  upon  the  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Cariyle;  not  only  because  the  plain  and 
manly  truth  it  speaks  is  calculated,  I  should  con- 
ceive, to  arrest  attention  and  respect  in  any  country, 
and  most  of  all  in  this,  but  because  his  creed  in  this 
respect  is,  without  the  abatement  of  one  jot  or 
atom,  mine;  ind  because  I  have  never  considered, 
and  never  will  consider,  this  question  in  any  other 
light  than  as  of  plain  right  or  wrong,  justice  or  lu- 
iustice.  I  am,  sir,  your  faithful  servant, 
■'  CHARLES  DICKENS. 

TO  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE. 
We,  the  undersigned,  in  transmitting  to  one  of 
our  most  eminent  English  authors  the  following  me- 
morial for  an  international  copyright  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  are  willing  that  our 
claims  should  be  considered  apart  from  our  mterests 
„„.,.„..  ...  ...,,  I  in  urging  them.     Addressing  a  great  nation,  chiefly 

the  great  ora-    united    to   us    by  a  common    ancestry,  speaking   the 
ad  iustifies  the    same  language,  and  indebted  to  the  same  hereditary 

mereh  exclu-  sources  for  models  in  literature  and  authorities  in 
science,  we  venture  to  hope  that  a  prayer  which 
asks,  for  labors  not  less  useful  to  America  than 
Great  Britain,  those  rewards  which  can  only  be  pro- 
portionate to  the  estimation  in  which  by  Americans 
the  labors  may  be  held,  will  need  little  argument  to 
advance  it  with  the  legislature  and  people  of  the  U. 
States;  provided  that  no  counterbalancing  disadvan- 
tage can  be  proved  to  arise  from  its  concession. 

Independently  of  grace  or  generosity  to  ourselves, 
we  conclude  that  the  question  of  international  copy- 
right can  only  be  viewed  by  enlightened  Americans, 
first,  as  aff'ecting  the  interests  of  American  authors; 
secondly,  as  influencing  those  of  the  American  read- 
ing public.  .  „  ,  . 
With  regard  to  the  first:  We  respectfully  submit 
that  a  greater  curse  cannot  be  inflicted  on  American 
authors,  nor  a  more  serious  injury  on  American  li 
terature,  than  a  state  of  law  which  admits  gratui- 
tously the  works  of  foreign  authors  in  the  same  lan- 
guage. It  is  impossible  than  an  American  writer 
can  hope  for  an  adequate  remuneration  m  any  branch 


case  were  a  copyright  established.  Works  are  sold 
at  a  low  or  a  high  price,  not  in  proportion  as  there 
is  a  copyright  or  not,  but  in  proportion  as  they  can 
obtain  a  larger  or  smaller  community  of  readers. 
The  noble  cultivation  of  the  American  people, 
which  forms  a  reading  public  almost  commensurate 
with  the  entire  population,  renders  it  the  obvious  in- 
terest of  every  author  (and  every  publisher)  to 
adapt  his  price  to  the  means  of  all  his  readers'  and 
we  venture  to  predict  that,  were  an  international 
copyright  established,  not  one  popular  English  work 
would  be  sold  in  the  United  States  at  a  higher  price 
than  at  present.  So  far,  if  this  be  true,  the  Ameri- 
can public  will  be  no  losers.  But  will  they  be  no 
gainers  if  they  have  removed  from  their  own  wri- 
ters and  men  of  genius  the  great  impediment  to  a 
purely  national  literature.' 

We  do  not  pause  to  inquire  if  there  be  any  sepa- 
rate or  oligarchical  interests  against  us  in  this  great 
question,  because  we  venture  to  trust  that,  in  a  coun- 
try the  institutions  of  which  are  based  on  founda- 
tions so  broad,  the  minor  or  selfish  interests  which 
cannot  be  supported  by  simple  justice  are  not  suf- 
fered to  prevail,  and  also  because  wc  cannot  con- 
ceive that  concession  to  our  prayer  could  disturb  or 
invade  one  solitary  vested  right. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  our  sanguine  anticipations 
from  a  legislature  willing  to  be  just  to  others,  and 
honorably  jealous  of  the  fame  of  the  people  it  re- 
presents, in  arts  and  letters  no  less  than  iu  arms 
and  commerce,  we  look  forward  with  pleasure  to 
the  new  and  firm  bond  that  the  law  we  pray  for 
must  establish  between  our  American  brotherhood 
and  ourselves.  Such  a  law  must  naturally  and  ob- 
viously bind  the  large  body  of  our  writers  to  peace 
and  amity  with  a  public  they  may  then  justly  con- 
sider as  their  own.  And  whatever  tends  to  connect 
the  intelligence  of  one  country  with  that  of  another 
must  exert  a  deeper  and  more  permanent  influence 
than  they  who  superficially  regard  this  question  as 
one  of  mere  pecuniary  profit  to  English  authors  can 
foresee,  upon  the  tranquillity  and  civilization  of  tho 
world. 


Edward  Lylton  Bulwer, 
Thomas  Campbell, 
Jilfred  Tennyson, 
T.  .Y.  Talfourd, 
Thomas  Hood, 
Leigh  Hunt, 


Henry  Hallam, 
Sydney  Smith, 
H.  H.  Milman, 
Samuel  Rogers, 
John  Forster, 
Barry  Cornwall, 


London,  Mirch28,  1S42. 
Dear  Dickens:  The  deep  interest  we  take  in  the 
efforts  you  have  been  making  for  the  cause  of  inter- 
national copyright  impels  us  to  express  to  you  our 
earnest  sympathy  with  your  course,  and  our  cordial 
wishes  for  its  success.  Our  feeling,  like  your  own, 
is  not  prompted  merely  by  the  desire  that  authors  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  should  obtain  some  palpable 
reward  of  their  industry  from  the  mighty  public  who 
enjoy  its  fruits,  but  is  exalted  by  the  conviction  that 
on  the  issue  depends  the  question  whether  the  intel- 
lect of  America  shall  speedily  be  embodied  in  a  lite- 
rature worthy  of  its  new-born  powers,  or  shall  be 
permitted  to  languish  under  disadvantages  which 
may  long  deprive  the  world  of  the  full  development 
of  its  greatness.  Assured  that  in  promoting  this  ob- 
ject you  will  make  the  best  return  for  that  generous 
appreciation  which  your  genius  has  received  from 
our  transatlantic  brethren,  and  which  we  have  learned 
with  grateful  and  unmingled  delight. 

We  are  your  obliged  and  faithful  servants, 
Edward  Lylton  Bulwer,  Henry  Hallam, 
Thomas  Campbell,  Sydney  Smith, 

Alfred  Tennyson,  H.  H.  Milinnn, 

T.  JV.  Talfourd,  Samuel  Rogers, 

Thomas  Hood,  John  Forster, 

Leigh  Hunt,  Ban-y  Cornwall. 

To  Charles  Dickens,  Esq.,  United  States. 

Templand,  (for  London,)  March  26,  IS42. 
Mv  Dear  Sjr:  We  learn  by  the  newspapers  that 


of  literature,  so   long  as   he  can  be  met  by  the  pub  ,u    ■    ■    .-         - 

lishers  with  a  declaration  that  they  can  publish  the   you  everywhere  m  Anieriea  stir  up  the  question  of 
best  English  works  without  paying  a  farthmg  for  the    international  copyright,  and  thereby  awaken  huge 


The  necessary  consequence  must  be, 
o-y  of  American  industry  and  genius,  so 
u  every  other  department  of  human  in- 


self  a  monopoly  of  our  market  for  years,  and  thus    =i»io  =jol,....  >..    ^--r >--,       -        -      "  ^:_.„(i 

reward  itself  for  an  outlay  of  thousands  by  a  profit  of  piracy  and  smuggling.  And  we  ^  «  "i™;'"^^" 
of  hundreds  of  thousands.  Neither  have  we  dwelt  that  the  ultimate  consequence  of  inundating^the 
on  the  importance  of  preserving  the  industry  and 
currency  of  our  country  from  a  degrading  and  ruin- 
ous dependence  on  the  fluctuations  of  the  stock  ex- 
change of  London,  the  machinations  of  a  few  com- 
mercial capitalists  in  the  dark  purlieus  of  the  Bourse 
of  Paris  or  the  Bank  of  England.  All  these  consi- 
derations will  doubtless  be  exhibited  in  the  reports 
of  those  committees  to  which  the  respective  topics 


copyrights 
that  the  en 

remarkable  iu  every ---,  ,  ■    ., 

tellect,  will  be  greatly  chilled  and  oppressed  in  the 
general  departments  of  literature.  Against  all  pos- 
sible exertion  of  native  authors  is  arrayed  a  whole- 
sale system  of   competition,  existing  only  by  means 

of  piracy  and  smuggling      '    ''    ° 

'that  the  ultimate   conse, _ 

American  market  with  English  works,  lor  which  no 
remuneration  is  paid  to  the  authors,  must  be  the  ex- 
tinction of  American  literature  as  an  adequate,  m 
dependent,  and  honorable  profession. 

With   reo-ard  to  the  second:  The  only  interesMhe 


dissonance  where  all  else  were  triumphant  unison  for 
you.  I  am  asked  my  opinion  of  the  matter,  and  re- 
quested to  write  it  down  in  words. 

Several  years  ago,  if  memory  err  not,  I  was  one  of 
many  English  writers  who,  under  the  auspices  of 
Miss  Martineau,  did  sign  a  petition  to  congress  pray- 
ing for  an  international  copyright  between  the  two 
nations,  which,  properly,  are  not  two  nations,  but 
one,  indivisible  by  parliament,  congress,  or  any  kind 
of  human  law  or  diplomacy,  being  already  united  by 
heaven's  act  of  parliament  and  the  everlasting  law  of 
nature  and  fact.  To  that  opinion  I  will  adhere,  and 
am  like  to  continue  adhering. 

In  discussion  of  the  matter  before  any  congress  or 


\meican  people  can  have  is  in  the  supply  of  Eng-  pariiament,  manifold  considerations  and  argumen  a- 
lish  works  i"^  as  cheap  a  form  as  at  present;  and  there  lions  will  necessarily  arise  which  to  me  are  not  in- 
can  be  no  doubt  that  this  would  continue  to  be  tjie  |  teresUng,  nor  essential  for  helping  mo  to  a  decision. 
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They  respect  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  thing 
should  be,  not  at  all  whether  the  thing  should  be  or 
not.  In  an  ancient  booli:,  reverenced,  I  should  hope, 
on  both  sides  of  the  ocean,  it  was  thousands  of  years 
ago  written  do%vn  in  the  most  decisive  and  explicit 
manner,  "Thou  shalt  not  steal."  That  thou  belong- 
est  to  a  difl'erent  "nation,"  and  canst  steal  without 
being  certainly  hanged  for  It,  gives  thee  no  permis- 
sion to  steal.  Thou  shalt  not  in  any  wise  steal!  So 
it  is  written  down  for  nations  and  for  men  in  the  law 
book  of  the  Maker  of  this  universe.  Nay,  poor 
Jeremy  Benlham  and  others  step  in  here,  and  will 
demonstrate  that  it  is  actually  our  true  convenience 
and  expediency  not  to  steal,  which  I,  for  my  share, 
on  the  great  scale  and  on  the  small,  and  in  all  con- 
ceivable scales  and  shapes,  do  also  firmly  believe  it 
to  be.  For  example,  if  nations  abstained  from  steal- 
ing, what  need  were  there  of  fighting,  with  its  butch- 
ermgs  and  burnings,  decidedly  the  most  expensive 
thing  in  this  world?  How  much  more  two  nations, 
which,  as  I  said,  are  but  one  nation,  knit  in  a  thou- 
sand ways  by  nature  and  practical  intercourse,  indi- 
■visible  brother  elements  of  the  same  great  Saxen- 
DO.M,  to  which  in  all  honorable  w.iys  be  long  life! 

When  Mr.  Robert  Roy  McGregor  lived  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Menteith,  on  the  highland  border,  two  cen- 
turies ago,  he,  for  his  part,  found  it  more  convenient 
to  supply  liimself  with  beef  by  stealing  it  alive  from 
the  adjacent  glens  than  by  buying  it  killed  in  the 
Stirling  butchers'  market.  It  was  Mr.  Roy's  plan  of 
supplying  himself  with  beef  in  those  days,  this  of 
stealing  it.  In  many  a  little  "congress"  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Menteith  there  was  debating,  doubt  it  not, 
and  much  specious  argumentation  this  way  and  that, 
before  they  could  ascertain  that,  really  and  truly, 
buying  was  the  best  way  to  get  your  beef,  which, 
however,  in  the  long  run,  they  did  with  one  assent 
find  it  indisputably  to  be,  and  accordingly  they  hold 
by  it  to  this  day. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  voyage,  and  a  swift  and 
safe  return,  I  remain  always,  my  dear  sir,  yours, 
very  sincerely,  THOMAS  CARLYLE. 

To  Chailes  Dickens,  Esq.,  in  the  United  States. 

COPYRIGHT  JjAW. — The  subject  o{ international 
copyright  lata  has  been  discussed  between  the  Ame- 
rican "minister  in  London  and  the  British  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs.  A  project  for  a  law  was  sub- 
mitted by  Lord  Palmerston,  as  the  basis  of  the  de- 
sired arrangement.     It  was  to  the  following  effect: 

I.  That  from  the day  of ,  the  authors  of 

the  books  first  published  in  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
British  dominions,  shall  have  the  sole  liberty  of  print- 
ing and  reprinting  such  books  within  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  during  the  terms  of 
And  such  authors  shall  have  all  other  privileges 
rights,  remedies,  and  protection,  to  which  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  are  now  entitled,  in  respect 
of  works  first  published  in  the  territories  of  the 
United  States. 

II.  That  from  the day  of ,  the  authors  of 

books  first  published  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  the  sole  liberty  of  printing  and  re- 
printing such  books  within  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  every  other  part  of  the 

British  dominions,  during  the  term  of ,  from  the 

first  publication  thereof  in  the  territories  of  the 
United  Stales;  and  if  the  author  be  living  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  said  term,  then  during  the  remainder 
of  the  life  of  the  author;  and  every  such  author  shall 
have  all  other  privileges,  rights,  remedies,  and  pro- 
tection, to  which  the  subjects  of  her  Britannic  ma- 
jesty are  now  entitled  in  respect  of  works  first  pub- 
lished in  the  dominions  of  her  Britannic  majesty. 

III.  But  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  this  treaty,  in  the  dominions  or  territories  of  either 
of  the  high  contracting  parties,  until  all  the  regula- 
tions in  force  in  the  dominions  or  territories  where 
the  same  shall  be  sought  to  be  enforced,  in  regard  to 
the  rogiitration  of  books  first  published  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  a  copy  of 
3Qch  book,  have  been  duly  observed.     [Ball.  Jlmer. 
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From  Hunt's  Merchants'  Masazine. 
It  was  long  alter  the  disrovpiy  ot  lliis  conlineni  by 
Clui-loplier  Columbus,  belore  il  became  known  iii 
il3  lull  extent  to  the  civiliiod  porlion  of  mankind.— 
In  Ihe  year  1513,  Vasco  Nunez  ile  Balboa,  who  was 
at  iliat  lime  the  governor<i(  a  colony  ol  Spain,  localed 
al  D.1  ieii,  un  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  while 
diffCiing  a  march  across  Ihe  monnlHins  in  Ihat  vici 
nity,  round  his  progress  inlerrupled  by  an  immense 
sea  sirelcliing  oil  into  Ihe  western  hoiizon.  The 
publicallon  ol  this  ilisrovery  led  at  once  to  Ihe  con- 
jecture that  this  was  Ibe  gieal  Soiiihern  ocean,  th.- 
•earch  for  which  had  bo  long  inspired  and  baffled  Ihe 


zpbI  of  navigators.  From  its  juxtaposition  to  Ihe 
A I  Ian  lie,  it  was  snppo-ed  Ihat  Ihe  I  wo  sea?  were  con- 
necled  with  each  other,  and  Ihe  aim  Ihi-ieafitr  was 
'o  discover  the  spot  where  their  waters  intrnuinglpd. 
II  was  calculated  by  the  Spanish  adveiiiurer.s  thai  Ihis 
point  must  lit-  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ihe 
islhmus  of  Darien,  and  their  researches  were  mostly 
dirpcled  towards  Ihat  region.  In  Ihe  mean  while 
IVrnando  ftlagellan,  a  distinguished  Portuguese  na- 
vigator, having  in  vain  impoituned  hl-i  own  govern 
ment,  lent  himself  lo  Ihe  service  nt  Spain;  and  in  the 
year  1519  made  a  voyage  to  Ihe  Edsl  Indies,  through 
Ihe  sirait  which  now' bears  his  name.  This  inipoit 
ant  discovery  was  regarded  as  demonsirating  the 
praclicabilily  of  circumnavigating  llie  glnbe.  But 
l!;e  route  which  it  opene.1  lo  the  East  Indies  was 
found  to  be  long  and  perilous,  and  the  advantages 
ipsiilling.  hardly  compensated  for  ihe  difiicnilies  en- 
countered in  prosecuiing  the  trade  through  this  line 
of  commnnication.  A  ^lill  more  inlerestini;  ami  im- 
portant liistnvery  was  made  in  Ihe  year  1517,  which 
i-eveal.-d  lo  the  astonished  woild  the  extensive  and 
flourishing  empire  ol  Mexico-  It  was  subsequently 
conquered  by  Hernan  Corlez,  who  marched  to  its 
capilal,  dethroned  lis  monarch,  struck  lerror  into  the 
hearts  of  hi,  subjects,  and  lerinced  his  magnificent 
kingdom  to  the  dominion  ot  Spain.  Having  firmly 
'Slabli-hed  his  aulhorily,  he  iminedialely  commenced 
exploring  the  seas  and  country  adjacent.  By  his 
splendid  and  fortunate  enlerprises  having  discovered 
that  Ihe  interior  country  was  unoccupied  by  any 
powerful  tribes,  and  Ihat  Ihe  two  great  oceans  were 
wliolly  separated  lioin  each  olher,  he  directed  his 
expeditions  lowarrl  the  norlhwest,  whither  he  pene- 
trated as  far  as  thesoulhern  entrance  lo  the  peninsula 
of  Calijbrnia,  which  he  supposed  to  be  an  island. — 
Hnrlado,  Meiidnza,  Ulloa,  Coronado  and  others,  suc- 
cessively pushed  nn  these  researches  until  their  dis- 
coveries included  the  whole  ol  New  Spain.  They 
accomplished  no  further  lamlable  results,  however, 
than  to  explode  the  idea  of  Ihe  existence  ot  the  mag 
nilicenl  and  opulent  cities  of  Cibola,  which  had  so 
loni  fascinated  and  bewildered  Ihe  iinaginalions  of 
advenlnrers.  The  tiescriptions  given  of  these  voyages 
and  discoveries,  are  very  obscure  and  imperfect. — 
They  were  generally  written  by  persons  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  geography  of  Ihe  earth,  who 
knew  nolhingof  Ihe  advantages  derived  to  navigation 
from  astronomical  observations,  and  who  seem  to  have 
paid  no  regard  to  latitude  or  longitude.  These  cir- 
rumslances  have  caused  a  great  decree  of  inaccuracy 
in  their  statements,  and  render  il  almost  impossible 
to  determine  the  localities  of  the  places  they  pretend 
lo  describe,  or  the  actual  extent  of  their  discoveries. 
We  are  lefi  almost  entirely  lo  conjeclnre  in  supplying 
these  deficiencies,  till  we  come  down  to  the  narra- 
tives given  of  Ihe  voyages  of  Juan  de  Fuca.  in  Ihe 
year  1592.  It  is  supposed  that  he  penetrated  as  far 
north  as  Vancouver's  island,  inasmuch  as  his  des- 
cription of  what  was  then  supposed  to  be  the  norlh- 
west passage  is  perfectly  in  accordance  with  those 
subsequently  given  of  Ihe  stiails  which  separate  that 
islanrl  from  Ihe  main  land.  He  passed  through  these 
straits,  and,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  turned  bis  course 
a^ain  lo  the  southward,  as  if  he  had  solved  Ihis  great 
question.  The  representation  that  this  grand  dis- 
covery had  been  made,  and  that  the  country  beyond 
was  inhabiled  by  afliuent  and  powerful  nations,  in- 
duced the  Spanish  government  to  institute  a  more 
particular  investigaiion  of  Ihe  subject.  An  expedi. 
tion  was  accordinjrly  fitted  out  lor  tliis  purpose,  under 
Ihe  direction  of  Sebastian  Viscaino,  which  sailed 
Irom  Acapulcoon  Ihe  5lh  M.iy,  1602.  Atler  having 
reached  the  western  side  of  C.ililornia,  and  surveyed 
and  examined  Ihe  coast  and  the  territory  adjoining, 
Viscaino  proceedeil  still  further  northward,  and  is 
said  to  have  entered  the  mouth  ol  a  large  river,  in 
about  the  42— 1.3d  deg.  of  lalilmie;  which  has  never 
yet  been  siilficienlly  identihed.  He  subsequently 
returned  lo  Spain,  where,  upon  relaling  the  success 
of  his  adventures,  he  obtained  Iroin  Philip  III-,  orders 
(or  carrying  out  some  plans  which  he  had  projected 
lor  establishing  tradingsetllemente  on  lliecc  ast.  His 
death,  which  occurred  in  Mexico,  in  I61I6,  prevented 
the  execution  of  these  designs,  and  suspended  ihe 
adventures  of  Ihe  Spaniaidsin  that  region  for  a  period 
of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  years.  The  subse- 
quent most  important  and  interesting  discoveries  con- 
nected with  Ihis  portion  of  our  continent,  were  maile 
by  Russia,  in  about  the  beginning  of  Ihe  eighteenth 
century.  The  conqiiesis  which  she  had  obtained 
over  Kamschatclia,  and  Ihe  country  which  intervened 
between  Ihal  and  tiurope,  inspired  the  desire,  still 
liirlher  lo  extend  her  dominions.  Ambitious  lo  es- 
lablish  Ihe  sway  ol  his  sceptre  beyond  Ihnse  barrier^, 
the  Czar  became  anxious  lo  discover  whether  the 
ters  which  laved  Ihe  shores  of  Kamschatcha  corn- 
nicaled  directly  with  those  of  Ihe  Pacific  ocean. 
To  the  result  of  the  several  expedilions  fillerl  out  for 
this  purpose,  under  Ihe  direction  successively  of 
Behring,  Tchircolf,  and  Spangberg,  is  Russia  indebt- 


ed for  her  possessions  in  North  America.  These 
were  followed  by  the  government  ol  Great  Britain, 
which  theiealter  became  deeply  interested  in  the 
conlroveisy  respecting  Ihe  existence  of  a  norlhwest 
passage  between  Ihe  two  oceans.  She  despatched 
two  several  expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  solving 
Ihe  question,  one  of  which  was  ilwected  to  Baffin's 
bay,  under  Clarke;  and  the  other  to  Ihe  Pacific,  under 
capt.  Cook.  We  derive  from  Ihe  narratives  of  capt. 
Cook  Ihe  most  complete  and  accurate  accoiiiil  of  Ibe 
noilliwest  coast  ot  America  that  had  yet  been  given. 
He  was  followed  by  Meaies  in  17S8,  and  Vancouver 
in  1792,  who  were  seni  out  by  the  same  government. 
To  Ihe  di.scoveries  of  these  n.ivigalois  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  refers  tlieir  lille  to  the  coun- 
tries watered  by  the  Columbia;  the  justice  of  which 
will  be  hereafter  developed.  But  we  are  imlebl- 
ed  lo  Ihe  more  ilaring  and  active  enterprise  of  our 
own  New  Englaiul  traders,  for  those  more  full  and 
accurate  accounts  of  the  territory  and  resources  of 
the  Oregon,  which  render  it  an  object  of  interesting 
speculation  at  Ibe  present  day.  In  the  year  1791 
several  vessels  arrived  in  the  waters  of  Ihe  North  Pa- 
cific ocean,  among  which  was  Ihe  Columbia,  under 
Ihe  command  of  captain  Gray  lioin  Boston.  This 
enterprising  adventurer  had  before  visited  these  seas 
in  Ihe  years  1787-S.  under  ibedireclion  of  a  company 
of  merchants  of  that  city,  formed  with  a  view  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  advantaijes  of  the  fur  trade  of  Ihat 
region.  He  then  made  many  important  observations 
and  discoveries,  and  extensively  unfolded  the  com- 
mercial capabilities  and  resources  of  Ihe  counlrv. — 
He  sailed  from  Boston  im  Ihis  fist  expedition  in  Way, 
1790;  and  reached  llie  coast  ot  Norlli  America  in  the 
year  following,  a  little  northward  of  cape  Mendocino, 
and  sailed  along  Ihe  coast  towards  Noolka.  In  about 
latitude  46  deg.  16  min.  capt.  Gray  descried  an  inlet, 
which  be  attempted  lo  enter.  But  Ihe  outflowing 
current  was  so  strong  as  to  baffle  all  his  ctfbrts  to 
etfect  an  entrance,  although  he  spent  nine  days  in 
endeavoring  lo  rio  so.  He  at  length  pursued  his  \'oy- 
age  northward,  and  on  the  filth  of  June  he  anchored 
in  the  harbor  of  Clyoquol,  near  Noolka.  From  this 
point  he  saileil  lor  Queen  Charlotte's  island,  and  on 
the  15tli  of  August  he  observed  an  opening  under  the 
parallel  of  54^  deg,,  which  he  entered,  and  sailed  to 
the  distance  of  more  than  eighty  miles  in  a  north- 
easterly direction.  The  channel  was  discovered  to 
be  exceedingly  broad  and  deep,  and  the  stream  seem- 
ed to  extend  far  beyond  Ihe  distance  already  traversed 
in  the  same  dirertion.  He  relumed  aijaiii  to  CU'O- 
qiiot  without  puisningthe  adventure  any  further,  and 
under  the  persuasion  Ihat  Ihis  was  the  Rio  de  los 
Hoijes,  which  was  represented  to  be  the  route  thiongh 
wliich  admiral  Fonle  pursued  bis  way  to  the  Atlantic 
in  1641),  It  has  been  since  calleil  ihe  Portland  canal, 
Capt.  Gray  wintered  at  Clyoquol,  in  a  fortification 
which  he  erected  on  Ihe  shore  and  called  fort  Defi- 
ance. He  also  here  binll  and  launched  a  schooner, 
which  he  called  "The  Enterprise,"  and  which  was 
the  first  American  vessel  built  on  these  shores.  In 
Ihe  month  of  August,  in  this  same  year,  capt.  Keud- 
rick,  (who  had  accompanied  captain  Gray  in  his  first 
expedition,  and  had  remained  in  these  seas  with  the 
Washiniiton.  during  Gray's  return  lo  Boston,)  was 
anchored  in  Noolka  sound.  Having  reason  to  appre- 
hend hostilities  from  the  Spaniards,  and  supposing 
thai  an  opening  might  exist  at  the  norlhwestern  ex- 
tremity of  the  harbor,  be  determined  to  make  his 
escape  lo  the  sea  in  Ihat  direction.  In  this  he  was 
successful,  and  he  named  the  channel  thus  discovered 
Massachusett's  sourui.  He  also  purchased  from  S've- 
ral  of  Ihe  native  chiefii  larsje  tracts  of  land  near  Noot- 
ka,  which  were  transferred  by  deeds  marked  by  Ihe 
chiefs,  wilnesfied  by  several  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Washington,  and  authenticated  by  a  notary  at 
Macao.  In  IStl)  an  application  was  pending  in  con- 
gress, made  by  the  representatives  of  the  owners  and 
captain  of  Ihe  Washington,  to  confirm  this  lille  to 
these  lands.  After  making  this  purchase  Kendrick 
sailed  lor  Ihe  Sanitwich  islands.  < 

In  April,  1792,  captain  Gray  sailed  from  his  winter- 
quarters  al  Clyoquol,  when  he  fell  in  with  Ihe  Eng- 
lish navigalor  Vancouver,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
strait  of  Fuca.  He  informed  Vancouver  Ihat  he  had 
entered  an  inlet  to  Ihe  northward  in  latitude  54^  deg., 
into  which  be  h-id  sailed  as  far  as  the  56lli  deg.  of 
lalilnde,  wilhont  discoveting  its  lerininalion.  That 
had  siso  stood  olf  the  mouth  of  a  river,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  46  deg,  in  niin,,  whose  current  was  so  strong 
Ihat  it  presented  an  elfeclual  bar  lo  his  entrance, 
although  he  had  spent  nine  days  in  Ihe  ettbrl.  Van- 
couver supposed  this  to  be  an  opening  which  he  re- 
presented Ihal  he  himself  had  passed,  on  the  lorenoon 
of  tile  271I1  Apiil,  and  which  he  declared  was  appa- 
rently inaccessible,  not  from  Ihe  current,  but  owing 
lo  Ihe  breakers  which  extended  across  its  entrance. 

In  his  narrative,  under  date  of  April  30lh.  1792, 
captain  Vancouver  says,  "we  have  now  explored  a 
pail  of  the  American  continent,  exteniling  nearly 
two   hundred  and    fifteen    leagues,    under  the    most 
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iortuiiate  and  fdi'orable  circumstances  of  wind  and 
wcaiher.  So  ni;iiii.Iely  lias  ihis  extensive  coast  lieej, 
in!.|ircled,  that  the  suil  has  been  consiantly  teen  to 
brealf  on  ilsshojes  Irorn  the  masl  heiiri;  and  it  was- 
but  in  a  lew  siiiali  iTitejvals  only,  where  onr  distance 
pn  eluded  its  being  visible  Irom  the  deck.  It  ninst 
he  con>idei<(l  as  a  very  singular  circumstance,  that. 
in  so  ;^reat  an  extent  of  sea  coast,  we  should  not  unlit 
now  have  seen  the  appearance  of  any  openjim  in  its 
slioi'es,  which  presetded  any  certain  prospect  (d  af- 
fording sliellei;  the  whole  coast  forming  one  compact, 
solid,  and  nearly  straight  barrier  against  the  sea  — 
The  river  mentioned  by  Mr.  Gray,  should,  from  Ihr 
lalilicde  he  assigned  to  it,  have  existed  in  the  bay 
sonth  of  cape  Disappointment.  Ttiis  we  passdl  in 
the  forenoon  of  the  271h,  and,  as  I  then  observed,  if 
any  inlet  or  river  should  be  found  it  must  be  a  very 
.inliicate  one,  and  inaccessible  to  vessels  of  our  bur- 
then, owing  to  the  reels  and  broken  water  which 
then  appeared  in  its  neighborhood.  Mr.  Gray  slated 
that  he  had  been  several  dd}s  attempting  lo  enter  if, 
which  at  length  lie  was  unable  lo  elfcct  on  account 
of  a  very  stiong  outset.  This  is  a  phenomenon  diffi- 
cult to  .iccouril  for,  as  in  most  cases,  where  there  are 
outsets  ol  such  strength  on  a  sea-coast,  there  are  cor- 
responding tides  setting  in.  Be  that,  however,  as  it 
tnu},  1  was  thoroughly  convinced,  as  were  al.-o  most 
persons  of  observation  on  board,  that  we  coiilil  not 
possibly  have  passed  any  safe,  navigable  opening, 
barbor,  or  place  of  security  lor  ship'^ing,  on  this 
coast,  from  cape  Mendocino  lo  the  proinonlory  of 
Cl.isset,  (cape  Flattery,)  nor  had  we  any  reason  to 
alter  our  opinions,  notwithstanding  that  theoretical 
geographers  have  thoiight  proper  to  assert  in  that 
space  tlie  existence  ol  arms  of  the  ocean  communica- 
ting with  a  mediterranean  sea  and  extensive  rivers, 
with  sale  and  convenient  polls,"  Whatever  inAy 
have  been  the'  motives  which  prevented  Vancouver 
from  placing  any  reliance  on  the  accounts  of  capt. 
Gr.iy,  it  is  eiidenl  at  least  from  this  extract,  that  no 
discoveries  of  the  kind  had  b-en  made  upon  this 
by  the  English  navigators,  al  this  date.  Ca]i1ain 
Gray,  however,  was  not  contented  to  leave  the  mat- 
ter thus  undecided.  Alter  parting  v\itli  Vancouver 
he  pioceeded  southward  along  the  coast  till  the  7lh 
May,  when  the  record  in  his  log-book  proceeds  as 
follows. 

j1  M.  Being  within  six  miles  ol  the  land,  saw  an 
entrance  in  tlie  saihe,  which  hail  a  very  good  appear- 
ance of  a  harbor;  lowered  away  the  jolly -boat,  and 
v\'ent  in  seaich  of  an  anchoring  place,  the  ship  slainl- 
ing  to  and  Iro,  with  a  veiy  strong  weather-curient. 
Al  I  P.  M.  the  boat  returned,  having  found  no  place 
where  the  ship  could  anchor  with  safety — made  a  sail 
on  the  ship — stood  in  for  the  slior«.  We  soon  saw, 
from  our  mast  head,  a  passage  in  between  the  sand- 
bars. At  half  past  thr--e  bore  away  and  run  in  north- 
east by  east,  having  from  (bur  to  eight  lathoins,  sandy 
bottoii.;  and  as  we  drew  in  nearer  between  the  bats, 
had  from  ten  lo  thirteen  fathoms,  having  a  very  strong 
tide  of  ebb  to  stem.  Many  canoes  alongside.  .!?;  5 
P.  M.  came  to  in  live  fathoms  water,  sandy  bolttun. 
in  a  sale  harbor,  well  sliellered  from  the  sea  by  long 
sand  bars  and  spils.  Our  latitude  obseived  Ibis  day 
was  46  ries.  33  min.  north. 

May  lOlk.  Fresh  breezes  and  pleasant  weather — 
many  natives  alongside.  At  noon  all  the  canoes  lelt 
us.  jlt  1  P.  M.  began  to  unmoor;  took  up  the  best 
bower-anchor,  and  hove  shoit  on  the  small  bov\er 
anchor.  At  halt  past  four,  being  high  water,  hove 
.  up  the  anchor,  and  came  to  sail,  and  a  beating  down 
the  haibor. 

May  IKA  At  half  past  seven  we  were  out  clear  of 
the  bars,  and  directed  our  course  to  the  southward 
along  shore.  At  S  P-  M.  the  entrance  of  BulfiiK-h's 
haibor  bore  norlli,  distance  lour  miles;  the  souiheni 
eKtremity  ol  the  land  bore  south-southeast  half  east, 
and  the  northern  north-northwest.  Sent  up  the  inaiii 
top  gallant  yard  and  set  all  sail.  Jt  4  P.  M-  saw  llie 
entrance  of  our  desired  port  hearing  east  southeast, 
distance  six  leagues;  in  steering-sails,  and  hauled 
our  wind  in  shore.  At  8  P.  M.,  being  a  little  to 
windwaid  of  the  entrance  ol  the  haibor,  bore  away 
and  run  in  east-noriheast  between  tlie  breakers,  hav- 
ing Irom  five  to  seven  fathoms  of  water.  When  we 
were  over  the  bar,  we  found  this  to  be  a  large  river  of 
fresh  water,  up  which  we  steered.  Many  canoes 
came  alongside.  At  1  P.  M.  came  to  with  the  small 
bower  in  ten  fathoms,  black  and  white  sand.  The 
entrance  between  the  bars  bore  west-sonlhvVest,  dis- 
tant ten  miles.  The  north  side  of  the  river  a  half  a 
mile  distant  from  the  ship,  the  south  side  of  the  same 
two  and  a  half  miles  distant.  A  village  on  the  north 
Bide  of  the  river,  west  by  north,  distant  three  quarters 
of  a  mile.  Vast  numbers  of  natives  caine  alongside. 
People  etnployed  iii  pumping  the  salt  water  out  of 
our  waler-casks  in  order  lo  till  with  fresh,  while  the 
ship  floated  in.     So  ends. 

Miiy  12.  Fresh  winds  and  rainy  weather.  Many 
natives  along-iide.  Hove  up  the  best  bower-anchor. 
Seamen  and  tradesmen  at  their  various  departments. 


May  14.  .Fresh  gales  and  cloudy;  many  natives 
alongside.  Al  noon  iveighf,!  -and  came  to-sail;  stand- 
ing up  Ihe  liver  noriheasl  by  easi  we  loiind  the  chun- 
nel  very  narrow.  At  4  P.  M.  we  had  saihut  upwaids 
of  twelve  or  hlteen  miles,  when  the  channel  was  so 
very  narrov\'  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep  in 
it,  having  liom  three  lo  eisihleen  latlioms  waiter, 
sandy  bottom.  At  half  past  four  the  ship  took  ground, 
but  she  tlid  not  stay  long  before  she  came  otf,  with- 
out any  assistance.  We  backed  heroii'stern  loremost 
into  thiee  fathoms,  and  let  go  the  small  bo>ver,  and 
moored  the  ship  with  hedge  and  hawser.  The  jolly- 
boat  was  sent  to  sound  the  channel  out,  but  found  it 
not  navigable  any  furthrr  up;  so  of  course  we  must 
have  taken  the  wrong  channel.  So  ends,  wilh  rainy 
weather;  many  natives  alongside. 

Tuesday,  May  1.5.  Li:;ht  airs  and  pleasant  weath- 
er; many  natives  from  diifi' rent  tribes  came  alongside. 
At  10  A.  M.  unmoored  anil  dropped  ilo\\  n  wilh  the 
tide  lo  a  better  anchoring  place.  Smiths  and  olher 
tradesmen  constantly  employed.  In  Ihe  aflernoon 
capt.  Gray  and  Mr.  Hoskins,  in  the  jolly  boat,  went 
on  shore  to  take  a  short  view  ol  the  country. 

MaylG  Light  airs  and  cloudy .  At  4  P.  M.  hove 
up  Ihe  anchor  and  towed  down  about  lliree  mihs, 
wilh  the  last  of  the  ebb  tide.  Came  into  six  fathoms, 
sandy  bottom,  the  jolly-boat  sounding  Ihe  channel. — 
At  II)  A.  M.  a  fr'-sh  breeze  came  up  ihe  river.  With 
the  first  of  tiie  ebb  tide  we  got  under  way  and  went 
down  the  river.  At  1,  (IVoin-ils  being  very  squally,) 
wf  came  to,  about  two  miles  from  the  village,  (Cliiii- 
oiik,)  which  bore  west  southwest;  many  nalives  a- 
longside.     Fresh  gales  and  squally. 

May  17.  Fresh  winds  and  squally;  many  canoes 
alongside.  Calkers  calking  Ihe  pinnace.  S.^amen 
paying  the  ship's  sides  wilh  tar;  painter  painting  ship, 
smiths  and  carpenters  at  their  departments. 

May  18.  Pleasant  weather.  At  four  in  the  morn- 
ing began  to  heave  ahead;  at  half  past  came  to  sail, 
slau'ling  down  the  river  with  the  ebb-tide;  at  seven 
(being  slack  water  and  the  wind  fluttering)  we  came 
to  in  five  lathoms,  sandy  boltotn.  The  enlrance  be- 
tween the  bars  bore  southwest  by  west,  distance  three 
miles.  The  north  point  ol  the  harbor  bore  norlhwest, 
distant  two  miles.  The  south  bore  southeast,  distant 
three  and  a  half  miles.  At  nine  a  breeze  sprung  up 
from  the  eastward — took  up  the  anchor  and  came  to 
sail,  bHt  the  wind  soon  came  flulteiing  again;  came 
to  with  Hie  kedge  and  hawser— reeved  out  filly  fa- 
thoms. Noon  pleasant.  Latitude  observed  46  deg. 
17  min.  north.  At  one  caine  to  sail  with  the  first  of 
the  ebb-lide,  and  drifted  down  broadside,  with  light 
airs  and  strong  tide.  At  three  quarters  past,  a  fresh 
wind  came  from  the  Horthwaid;  wore  ship  and  stood 
into  Ihe  river  again.  At  four  came  to  in  six  fathoms. 
Good  holding  ground  about  six  or  seven  miles  up  — 
Many  canoes  alongside, 

May  19.  Fresh  wind  and  clear  Wi-alher.  Early  a 
number  of  canoes  came  alongside.  Seamen  and 
tradesmen  employed  in  their  various  depaitinents. 

May  20.  Gentle  breezes  and  pleasant  weather.— 
At  one,  P.  M.  (being  hill  sea,)  look  up  the  anchor 
and  made  sail,  standing  down  Ihe  liver.  At  two  the 
wind  left  us,  we  being  on  the  bar,  w  ith  a  very  s:rong 
tide,  which  set  on  Ihe  breakers.  It  was  now  not 
possible  lo  get  out  without  a  breeze  to  shoot  her 
across  the  tide,  so  we  were  obliged  to  bring  up  in 
three  and  a  half  hithoins,  the  tide  running  five  knots. 
At  three  quarlers  past  two,  a  livsh  wiml  caine  in 
Irom  seawaid.  We  iinineiliately  came  lo  sail,  and 
beat  over  the  bar,  having  from  fiive  to  seven  fathoms 
water  in  the  channel.  At  five,  P.  M.,  we  were  out 
clear  of  all  the  b.irs,  and  in  twenty  faltioms  water. — 
A  breeze  came  Irom  Ihe  southward.  We  bore  away 
to  Ihe  northward;  set  all  sail  to  Ihe  best  advantage. 
At  eight,  cape  Hancock  bore  southeast,  distant  three 
leagues;  the  northern  extremity  of  the  land  in  sight 
bore  north  by  west.  At  nine,  in  steering  and  lop- 
gallant  sails.     Midnight,  liglit  airs. 

May  21.  At  six,  A.  M.,  the  nearest  land  in  sight 
bore  east  southeast,  distant  eisht  leagues.  Al  seven, 
top-gallant  soils  and  light  slay-sails.  At  eleven, 
steering  sails  fore  and  alt.  Noon,  pleasant,  agreea- 
ble weather.  The  entrance  to  .jBulfinch's  harbor 
bore  southeast  by  east-half  east,  distant  five  leagues. 
Before  leaving  this  liver,  captain  Gray  bestowed 
upon  it  Ihe  name  of  his  ship,  the  Columbia.  The 
southern  side  of  its  entrance  he  named  cape  Adams, 
and  the  north  side  cape  Hancock.  This  point  had 
been  previously  named  cape  Disappointment,  by 
captain  Aleares,  in  173S,  as  indicative  of  the  point 
where  his  own  researches  terminated,  without  any 
successTuI  result.  The  territory  watered  by  this 
river  and  its  tributaries,  has  since  been  called  th^e 
Oregon  territory,  from  a  tradition,  said  lo  have  pre- 
vailed among  Ihe  Indians  near  lake  Superior,  of  Ihe 
existence  ol  a  mighty  river  rising  in  that  vicinity,  and 
emptying  its  waters  into  Ihe  Pacific  and  which  was 
supposed  to  be  the  Columbia.     But  to  this  expedi- 


tion of  Gray  we  must  reler  its  fir^l  discovery,  ,ind  the 
fiisl  acciii.iie  and  sa:i«laelory  account  »  liirh  wr  have 
id  tlii«  p,,n  nl  the  loast  o|  The  i,orih  P.icific.  la  the 
nioiilh  ol  October  ol  the  <aiiie  yeai,  cuptam  Bioiigh- 
ton  was  despatched  by  Vaiicoi'uer,  and  siine.  di  d  in 
elfecting  an  entrance  up  Ihe  same  liver  lo  ihe  distance 
of  aboiil  72  miles.  The  expedition  ol  capiain  Bioin'h- 
ton,  with  the  narrative  given  of  his  adveiilmes  by 
Meares,  in  1788,  are  made  the  basis  of  the  claim  of 
the  English  government  'o  Ihe  leirilory  of  Oiegon. 
In  order  to  give  a  clear  exposilion  of  the  nature  of 
this  claim,  ue  need  but  quote  a  brief  extract  (rom  the 
narrative  of  Meares,  ami  compare  it  with  those  of 
Vancouver  and  Giay,  already  riled.  Sriiling  in  a 
southerly  direction  fro'n  about  latitude  46  deg,  and 
47  min.  he  lonnded  a  promontory,  after  which  he 
says — "a  large  bay,  as  we  had  imagined,  opened  to 
our  view,  th.-.tbore  a  very  promising  appearance,  and 
into  which  we  steered  with  every  encouragiriij  ex- 
pectation. The  high  land  that  lormed  ihe  bounda- 
lies  of  the  hay  was  at  n  great  distance,  and  a  flat, 
level  country  occupied  the  iiiterveninsspnce;  the  bay 
itself  took  rather  a  westerly  direction.  As  we  steer- 
ed in,  Ihe  water  shoaled  to  nine,  eight,  and  seven 
fathoms,  when  breakers  were  seen  from  the  deck, 
right  ahead;  and  from  the  mast  head  they  wvre  ob- 
served to  extend  across  the  bay.  We  theiehue  haul- 
ed out,  and  directed  our  course  to  Ihe  opposite  shoie, 
to  see  if  there  was  any  channel,  or  if  we  could  dis- 
cover any  port.  The  liame  of  cape  Disappoinlinent 
was  given  to  Ihe  proinonlory.  and  the  bajj  received 
the  name  of  Deception  bay.  By  an  inditi>renl  meri- 
dian observation,  il  lies  in  the  latitude  ol  4fl  deg  lo 
mm.  north,  and  in  the  coin|iiited  longitude  ol  233  ile^. 
34  mill.  east.  We  can  now  witli  salelv  asseit  that 
tliere  is  no  such  river  as  that  of  Saint  Roc  exists,  as 
laid  down  in  Ihe  Spanish  charts."  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  captain  Meares  made  no  iliscovery  of  any 
such  inlet  or  river.  The  idea  of  its  existence  seemed 
to  him  lo  have  been  satislaclorilv  disproveil  by  his 
own  observations  of  the  co.ist.  Vancouver's  narra- 
tive, as  we  have  seen,  is  still  stronger.  He  scouts  at 
Ihe  descriptions  of  all  previous  advenfurers,  as  Ihe 
idle  and  unloiinded  "assertions  of  theoretical  geogra- 
phers;" and  claims,  with  an  evident  air  of  self-gralu- 
iation,  the  honor  of  having  deinonstrated  Ihe  ah-midi- 
ty  of  Ihe  supposition.  He  avers,  that  he  had  mi'iuleli/ 
employed  IhU  part  of  the  coa^t,  muter  the  most  fortannic 
find  Juvot'iible  ciicftmstunces  of  wind  and  'xealher;  and 
then  positively  insists  upon  the  impossibiiily  ol  ex- 
amining or  even  approaching  its  shores.  Wilh  these 
facts  and  circumstances  before  us,  it  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned lor  a  uiomeiit,  that  to  cajitain  Gray  belongs  the 
honor  ol  having  first  penetrated  Ihe  waters  of  the 
Columbia;  and  thai,  conseqiientlv,  the  claim  of  the 
United  Stales  is  prior  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  TIib 
question  of  right,  however,  is  still  mooted,  Ihoimh 
measures  are  now  in  progress  which  may  eventii.ite 
in  seeming  to  the  United  States  its  undispuled  pos- 
session. 

From  this  period  tl»e  shores  of  Ihe  North  Pacific 
gradually  became  more  and  more  familiar  lo  all  navi- 
gators. Voyages  loi  trade  and  exploration  were  pur- 
sued until  the  year  17.96.  when  Ihe  declaration  of  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  withdrew  the  atten- 
tion of  those  nations  from  the  subject,  and  they  be- 
came thereafter  too  much  engrossed  in  more  import- 
ant interests  at  home,  to  rare  for  the  progress  of 
discovery  in  these  seas.  For  nearly  Iweniy  years 
from  ihisdate  llie  trade  between  this  coast  and  China 
was  carried  on  solely  by  United  States  vessels,  or 
under  our  own  flaj,  Ttie  East  India  company  pro- 
hibited Hie  trade  lo  the  English  inerchaiils,-aiid  Ilus- 
sian  vessids  were  extlmled  fioin  the  poils  of  China, 
so  that  few  other  than  American  ships  floated  on  tlie 
waters  of  the  Norlli  Pacific.  The  commerce  was 
prosecuted  by  ve.s,sels  from  the  United  Stales,  or  lioin 
Europe,  to  this  coast,  which  were  lailen  wilh  sugar, 
Sfdiils,  wine,  tobacco,  gunpowder,  iron,  fire  arms, 
and  various  coaise  articles  of  woollen  manulacture. 
These  were  here  exchanged  lor  furs  wilh  the  naljves, 
or  al  the  Russian  seltlemenls,  and  were  tiansporled 
hence  to  China,  where  their  proceeds  were  invested 
in  articles  of  merchandise  inteiide<l  for  our  oivu  or 
European  markets.  Up  to  Ihis  lime  no  settlement 
had  been  made  on  the  coast  by  the  United  States,  and 
bill  liltle  was  known  ol  the  resources  of  the  interior 
country.  The  vast  miiltiludes  ol  its  native  population 
which  thronged  around  ils  shores  for  the  purposes  of 
IralFic,  and  the  imperlecl  and  conlused  accounts  w  liicli 
Ihey  gave  ol  the  lie  ghboring  country,  were  calculated 
to  bewilder  the  fancy  of  the  adventurers  and  give  an 
unlimited  range  to,  Ihe  wildest  vagaries.  But  as  the 
imagination  wandered  over  Ihe  immense  territoiy 
lying  between  Ihe  coast  of  Ihe  Pacific  and  the  banks 
of  Ihe  Mississippi,  the  mind  t;rew  more  credulous  ol 
ils  suggeslioiis.  Science  with  her  abstruse  caloiila- 
lions,  philosophy  with  her  thoiisanil  speculations,  and 
curiosity  wilh  her  endless  conjectures  were  bii-y," 
restless,  and  unsatisfied;  but  the  hope  of  gain  and  ag- 
grandizement alone  stimulated  the   enterprise  which 
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first  penetraleil  those  unbroken  solitudes,  and  a'tenipt- 
ed  to  explore  those  unknown  regions.  In  Ihe  years 
17SS-!I2.  Alexander  Mackenzie  was  employed  for 
this  purpose  l,y  the  North  West  Co:n|.any,  Inr-trad- 
in"  association  ol  Canada,  whose  settlements  had  al- 
ready extended  neaily  to  Ihe  nHy-ninlh  parallel, 
about  800  miles  beyond  Lake  Superior.  Mackenzie 
spent  some  time  in  explorinf  a  river  which  was  then 
supposed  to  be  the  Columbia,  but  which  has  since 
been  discovered  to  emply  its  waters  into  Ihe  SSrail  o: 


Fuca.  and  is  called  Fmzer's  rwer.  The  result  of  his 
expeditions  was  given  t"  the  public,  in  London,  in 
1802,  lo;;ether  with  a  sketch  ol  Ihe  Canada  fur  trade, 
accompanied  with  suxgeslions  as  to  the  most  advisa- 
ble mode  of  regulatinj  Ihe  intercourse  between  thi.s 
part  of  America  and  China,  so  as  to  secure  to  Great 
Brilain  ils  commercial  advantages,  which,  it  was  le- 
preseiited,  were  entirely  under  the  control  of  "adven- 
turers from  the  Uiiileil  Slates." 

We  allude    to    these    expeditions    of   Mackenzie, 
merely  as  originating  that  spirit  of  enterprise  and  in- 
quiry'which  iliew  the  attention  of  rival  powers  to  this 
portion  of  our  continent.     In  January,  1803,  th.»  then 
President  of  the  United  Stales  addressed  a  confiden- 
tial message  to  congress,  recommemlins  the  immedi- 
ate  adoj)iion    of  measures    to   exploie   it.     Captain 
Merriwi-alher  Lewis   and  William  Clarke  were  sub- 
seqnenlly  commissioned  to  execute  the  proposed  un- 
deriakinK.     They    were  i:istriiclpd    "to  explore   the 
river    MTssoniiaml    its    principal   branches  to  their 
source=:  and  then  to  seek  and  irace  to  its  terminalion 
in  Ihe  P,',ci(ic,  some  stream,  whether  the  Columbia, 
the  Oref;on,  the  Colorado,  or  any  o  her,  which  iniglil 
(dter  the  most  direct  and  practicable  water  communi- 
cation across  Ihe  continent,  for  Ihe  purposes  of  com- 
merce."    On  Ihe   1-lth  of  May,  1304.  Messrs.  Lewis 
and  Clarke,  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  launch- 
ed  their  hark  on   the  vvaleis  of  the    Missouri.     The 
course    of  this  river    was  then  scarcely  known:  its 
shores  were  occupied  by  numerous  and  hostile  Iribes 
of  Indian.*,  while    many    difficulties  and    privations, 
arising   from  olher  souices,  emliarrassed  Iheir   pro- 
gress.    Toward?  the  end  of  October,  however,  tliev 
had  reached  to  about  1600   miles   from  the  inonih   of 
the   river,  where  they  remained  until  April.  1SI15.— 
Ill  the  summer  succeeding  they  arrived  at  ils  head 
waters,    which    look    tlieir   rise    among    the    Rocky 
Moiiiil.iins.     After  a  tedious    inarch    over  the  great 
dividing  ridge,  a  new  ami  iiiviling  scene  of  adventure 
opened'before   them.     We  can    hardly   conceive    of 
any  thing  equal  to  Ihedelijht  Ihey  must  haveexjieri- 
enced,  as  they  descended  fiom  these  iiigged  heights 
to  a  plain   of  country  wholly  unknown  to  the  world 
which  Ihev  had  left  behind  them,  and  whose  luxuriant 
wilderness  was  now  lor  the  first  time  gazed  upon   bv 
the  eye  of  civilized  man.     They  must  have   Irorl  its 
soil  wilh  a  sacred  a.^e  as  they   penetrated    ils  dee|i 
solitudes,  and  hesilated  long,   bi'fore  they   launcheil 
their  frail  barks,  to  disturb  the   serenity  which    had 
tor  untold  ages  reigntd  over  ils  quiet  vvaleis.     On  Ihe 
7ih  of  Oelober  Ihey  fell  m  with  a  stream  upon  whieh 
thev  erabaiked  in   Iheir  canoes.     Bnine  along  on  lis 
geiitle  cnrr.nt,  they  were  wafted  into  a  nobler  river, 
stretching  and  widening  in  ils  coiiise,  and  swelling 
■with  Ihe    waters  of  many   beautiful  tributaries,  till  i! 
bore  tliein  onward  into  the  broad  bosom  of  Ihe  Pacific 
ocean.     The  stream  on  which  they  at  first  embarked 
was  discovered  to  be  a  branch  of  Ihe  Columbia  rivei, 
which  they  named    Lewis  river.     Alter  a   few   days 
they  reached  ils  confluence  with  another  great  branch, 
which  they  called  CLrke   river.     These  two  united 
t  1  lorm  the  Columbia,  through  which,  on  the  15th  of 
November,  lliey  arrived  at  cape  Disappoinlmeiil,  Ihe 
iiorlhern    side  of  its  enhance  into  tiie  Pacilin,   and 
about  4000  miles  from  the  place  of  Iheir  dejiarlnie. 
They  formed  an  encampment  near  the  month  of  the 
Cohimhia    which   they    called    Fort   Clalsop,    where 
Ihey    spent  the  succeeding  winter.     They  Ibuiul  Ihe 
nalive.s  already  too  well  accuslomed  to  Ihe    presence 
ul  white   men  lo  be  disturbed  by    their  appearance 
among   them,  and  easily  supplieil  themselves    wilh 
the  iieces-ary  appliances  for  comfoit  and  subsistence. 
On  Ihe  i:)ihcf  Maich,  1806,  they  commenced  Iheir 
return.     They  rowed  their  canoes  up  the  Columbia 
till  they  reached  its  falls,  about  125   miles  from    ils 
mouth;  wdicnce    they  piosecuted    their   journey  to- 
gether by  lanil  till  they  reached  ihe  Rocky  Mounlains. 
Here  they   du  ided  irilo  two   parties,  one    of   which 
struck  directly  eastward  for  the  Missouri,  while  the 
other  look  a  southerly  direction  toward  Ihe  Yellow 
Stone,  throiieh  which  Ihey  reached  the  Missouri.— 
The  two  parties  met  again  at  a  short  distance  below 
-(he  point  where  these  two  streams   are   united,  and 
arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  the  23d  of  September  follow- 
ing.    The   narrative  of  these  two  skillnl  and  scien- 
tific advenlurers   furnishes  the   first   accurale  know- 
ledge we  have  of  the  teriilory  of  Oregon.     It  was 
rot    published  till  the  year    1814.     But    long  belors' 
this  peiiod  Ihe  results  of  Iheir  researches  had  become 
generally  known,  and  had  caused  both   the  English 
and  American  merchants  to  lake  a  lively  and  uioje 


active  interest  in  the  vast  resources  which  were  thus 
npen-d  to  the  speculations  of  commercial  enlei prise. 
The  first  allempt  to  establish  a  setilement  in  the  ter- 
ritory was  made  hv  ihe  Missouri  fur  comjmny  o\  St. 
Louis,  in  ISOS.  This  company  planted  several  posts 
he  Upper  Missouri,  and  one  on  the  head-waters 
le  Lewis  river,  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains, for 
purpose  of  establishing  a  regular  trade,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  settlement  ever  made  by 
white  men  in  the  teriilory  walered  by  Ihe  Columbia 
and  its  tributaries.  The  project  however  met  with 
much  opposition  and  hostility  from  the  natives,  and 
lingered  in  a  feeble  condition  till  Ihe  year  1810,  when 
it  was  abandoned. 

At  this  time  the  Pacific  fur  compamj  was  establish- 
ed in  Ihe  city  of  New  York,  under  the  auspices  and 
control  of  John  Jacob  Aslor,  a  German  merchant, 
possessing  an  immense  capital,  and  great  commercial 
sagacity.  He  proposed  to  establish  a  post  or  settle- 
ment at  Ihe  m.oiith  of  the  Columbia,  which  should  be 
the  grand  depository  lor  furs  collected  at  minor  posts 
lo  be  established  at  various  points  along  Hie  shores  of 
Ihe  Pacific,  the  branches  of  the  Columbia,  and  the 
head-waters  of  the  Missouri.  Ships  were  to  be  sent 
annually  from  New  York  to  this  grand  depot,  where 
they  were  to  discharge  their  cargoes,  were  then  laden 
wilh  the  furs,  with  which  they  were  lo  proceed  to 
China,  where  these  were  to  be  exchanged  at  a  high 
rate  for  teas,  silks,  and  other  articles  of  merchandise 
destined  lor  the  New  York  market.  This  splendid 
project  was  no  sooner  conceived  by  Mr.  Aslor.  than, 
availing  himself  of  his'ample  means,  he  at  once  un- 
dertook lo  carry  it  into  execution.  Wilh  this  view 
he  planiiedlwo  expeditions.  In  September,  ISIO.he 
ditfpatcbed  a  parlv  on  board  of  the  slii|i  Tonquin, 
which  sailed  Irom  New  York  lor  the  Columbia,  under 
Ihe  direction  of  Caplain  Thorne.  Soon  after  her 
arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  in  March,  1811. 
Ibe  Tonquin  sailed  towards  the  north  in  .»earcb  of 
furs.  A  sp'it  had  previously  been  marked  out  for  the 
principal  depot,  on  Ihe  south  side  of  the  Columbia, 
about  eieht  miles  from  its  mouth,  which,  in  compli- 
ment to  the  principal  patron  and  projector  of  this 
scheme,  was  called  Astoria.  The  capital  at  his  com- 
mand furnishing  the  necessary  materials,  commodi- 
ous buildings  were  erected,  guardians  were  planted, 
a  vessel  was  built  ami  launched,  a  traffic  was  carried 
oil  with  the  natives  in  such  a  manner  as  lo  conciliate 
Iheir  piejiidices,  and  before  the  summer  passed  away 
Astoria  presented  all  the  appearances  of  a  thriving 
and  [irosperous  settlement. 

In  Ihe  spring  of  the  succeeding  year  they  were 
joined  by  the  olher  party,  which,  under  the  direction 
ol  Mr.  W.  P.  Hunt,  of  New  Jersey,  had  taken  Ihe 
route  across  the  cr>nlinent  They  look  Iheir  depar 
lure  from  St.  Louis  in  January,  1311.  Entering  the 
Missouri,  Ihey  adventurously  and  caution.-ly  pushed 
Iheir  way  through  the  hostile  tribes  on  its  banks,  now- 
passing  under  towering  bliitl's,  and  anon  through  level 
'ila;ns,"wliich  stretched  lar  away  into  the  horizon,  till 
ihey  reached  the  G^eat  Bend  of  the  river,  whence 
they  pursued  their  journey  by  land  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  Passing  over  the  ridge,  in  about  latitude 
46°,  they  came  to  the  Salmon,  a  branch  of  the  Lewis 
river,  where  they  again  look  to  their  canoes,  and 
reached  Astoria  in  the  spring  of  1812.  Soon  after 
their  arrival,  inteliigence  was  received  that  the  Ton- 
quin, with  her  whole  crew,  had  been  destroyed  by 
the  Indians  near  Nootka  sound.  The  various  causes 
of  vexation  and  discouragement  experienced  from  the 
hostile  dispositions  ol  the  natives,  and  the  losses 
and  misfortunes  occasioned  by  the  perils  of  Ihe  ocean, 
might  indeed  have  ilauiiteJ  a  less  efficient  spirit  — 
Bui  his  large  pecuniary  resources  enabled  Mr.  Aslor 
to  overcome  these  hii'idrances;  and  it  is  difficult  to 
.say  to  what  exieiil  his  plans  might  have  been  con- 
summated, had  they  not  been  frusliated  by  more 
formidable  obstacles.  Upon  the  declaialioii  of  war 
between  the  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain,  all  Ihe 
esl.iblishmenls.furs,  and  properly  n^  the  Pacific  fur 
company  weie  transferred  to  ihe  North  West  compa- 
ny; Astoria  was  laUeii  possession  of  in  the  name  ol 
his  Britannic  majesty,  and  "rebaptized  by  the  name 
of  fort  George." 

Such  was  the  termination  of  the  truly  splendid  pro 
ject  of  Mr.  Aslor,  occasioneil,  as  we  have  seen,  by 
events  and  circuirslances  which  were  beyond  his 
calculation  or  control.  It  must  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  a  very  lari;e  porportion  of  those  associated 
wilh  him,  and  employed  in  this  enterprise,  were 
British  subjects.  They  were  bound  by  no  ties  of 
biith,  citizenship,  or  sympathy,  lo  American  interests; 
and  on  discovering  Ihe  hostile  altitude  in  which  they 
would  be  placed  to  their  native  sovereign  in  defeml- 
ing   these    selllemenis,   they    readily  withdrew    and 


the' territory  watered  by  the  Columbia  river  and  its 
branches.  Although  Aslori.i  was  subsequently  de- 
livered to  Ihe  "re  occupation  of  the  United  Stales," 
under  Ihe  direction  of  the  Koveinmenl  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  in  1818,  she  still  maintained  that  she  had  a  right 
to  extend  her  jurisdiction  over  Ihe  territory,  and 
insisted  that  the  settlement  made  at  Astoria  was  an 
encroachment  on  our  part.  The  question  has  since 
undergone  much  discussion  in  the  diplomatic  corres- 
pondence carried  on  between  the  two  nations,  and 
is  hardly  yet  definitely  adjusted. 

Upon  the  failure  of  the  scheme  of  Mr.  Aslor.  the 
North  West    company,    and  subsequently  the    Hud- 
son's bay  company,   severally  established    their   set- 
tlements   in    dilferent  parts  ol  the  territory.     They 
removed  the  principal  posts  from    the  mouth    of  the 
r,  and  established  it  at  Vancouver,  on  the  Walla- 
,   about   20    miles   fioni  its  confluence  with  Ihe 
ColuinGia.     We  hear  nothing  more  of  any  American 
adventurers  in  this  region,  till  the   year  1823,   when 
general  Ashley,  of  St.  Louis,  fitteil  out  an  expedition 
for  the  rounliy  beyond   Ihe  Rocky  Mountains.     The 
daring  exploits  of' this   eiilerpris'Liig  adventurer  have 
been  the  frequent  theme  of  admiration  on  the  western 
frontier.     He  had  previously  established  trading  posts 
on  this  side  ol  the  mountains,  by  his  indiviilual  enter- 
piise.     He  now    crossed  the  mounlains,  between  Ihe 
sources  of  Ihe  Platte  and  the   Colorado,  near  the  42d 
degree  of  latitude,  and  succeeded  in  collecting  a  large 
quantity  of  furs,  which  be  transported  to  St.  Louis. 
In  the   following-  vear    he  sent  out    a  large  band   of 
trappers  and  hnnt'ers,  and  in  the  space  ol  three  years, 
collected  furs  amouniing  to  about  ©130,(100  in  value. 
In  1S27,  sixty  men  w-ere  sent  out  under  his  direction, 
who  marched  as  far  as  lake  Youla.  beyond  the  moun- 
tains; and,  in   less  than  eight  months,  returned  laden 
w-ilh  a  rich    supply    of  furs.     In  these    expeditions 
p.-ick-horses  w-ere  used  to  transport  the  goods.     Mr. 
Ashley  at  length  sold  out  his   establishments  and    in- 
tprcst  ill  Ihe  trade  to    an    association    formed   at    St. 
Louis,  called  Ihe  Rncky  Mountain  fur  company,  who 
established  a  regular  trade  wilh  Ihe  countries  of  the 
Colorado  and  the    Columbia  rivers.     This    company 
sent  out  an  expedition  with  wagons,  in  the  year  1829, 
the  following  account  of  which   we  quote,  as    it  will 
give  an  accurate  idea  of  the   course    now   generally 
pursued,  and  may  be  useful  to   future  adventurers  lo 
the  country  beyond  the  mountains  :  'On  the  20th  of 
April   we  set  out  from  St.  Louis,  with   eighly-one 
men,  all  mounted  on  mules;  ten  wagons,  each  drawn 
by  five  mules,"  and  two  dearborns,  (light  carriages  or 
carls,)   each  drawn    by    one   mule.     Our  route  ivas 
nearly  due  west  to  the  western  limits  of  the  state  of 
Missouri,  and  ihence  along  the  Santa  Fe  trail,  about 
40  miles  fiom  which  the  course  was  for  some  degrees 
iiorlh  nf  west,  across  the  waters  of  the  Kansas,  and  up 
the  Great  Platte  lo  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  lo  the 
head   of  Wind  river,  where  it  issues  from  the  moun- 
tains.    This  took  US  until  the  16th  of  July,  and  was 
as  far  as  we  wished  Ihe   wagons  lo  go,  as  the  furs  to 
be  brought   in   were   to    be   collected   at    this  place, 
which  is,  or  was  this  year,  (1339.)  the  great  lendez- 
voiis  of  Ihe  persons  engaged  in  (hat  business.     Here 
the  wagons    could   easily   have   ciossed    the    Rocky- 
Mountains,  it  being  what  is  called  the  Southern  Pasi, 
had  it  been  desirable  lor  them  to  do  so:  which  il  was 
not,  lor  Ihe  reason  staled.     For  our  support,  at  leav- 
ing the  iMissourisellleinenIs,  until  w-e  should  get  into 
Ihe  buffalo  country,  we  ilrove  twelve  head  of  cattle, 
besides  a  milch  co'w.     Eight  of  these  only  being  re- 
quired for   use  before    we    got  to  Ihe    bulTaloes,  the 
others  went  on  to  the  head  ol  Wind  river.     We  began 
to  fall  in  wilh  the  buffaloes  on  the  Plalle,  about  350 
miles  from  the  white  seltlemenls;  and  from  that  time 
lived  on   buffaloes,  the  quantity   being  infinitely  be- 
yond what  we  needed.     On  Ihe  4lh   of  August,  Ihe 
wagons  being   in    the    mean    lime    loaded   will)  the 
furs  which  had  been  previously  laken,  we  set  out  on 
the  return  lo  St    Louis.     All  the  high  points  of  Ihe 
mounlains  then  in  view  were  white   with  snow;  but 
the  passes,  and  valleys,  and  all  the  level  country  were 
gieeii  with  grass.     Our  loute  back  was  over  the  same 
grnunii  nearly  as  in  going  out,  and  we  arrived  at  St. 
Louis  on  the  lOlli  of  October,  bringing  back  Ihe  ten 
wagons,  the  dearborns  being  lelt  behind;  four  of  the 
oxeii,  and  the  milch  cow,  were  also  brought  back  to 
Ihe  settlements  in  Missouri,  as  w-e  did  not  need  them 
for  provision.     Our  men  were  all  healthy  during  the 
whole  time;  we  suffered  nothing  by  the  Indians,  and  : 
had   no  accident  but  the    death   ol   one    man,  being; 
buried  umler  a  hank  of  earlh  thai  fell  upon  hiin,  anij 
anolher  being   ctippled    at  the  same  time.     Of  the' 
mules  we   lost   but  one    by   fatigue,  and  two  horses  • 
stolen  by  the  Kansas  Indians;  Ihe  grass  being,  along  | 
the  whole  route,  going  ami  coming,  sufficient  for  the  • 


ranked  themselves  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain.  This    stipporl  of  hnrses  and  mules.     The  usual  weight  iti 

lalal  result  cannot  but  be  a  subject  of  deep  regret,    Ihe  wagons  w;is  aboul  one    thousand  eight   humlrea 

pounds.     The  usual  progress  of  the  wagons  was  irom 


inasmuch  as  the  maintenance  of  the  post  till 
the  war,   would    have    insured    the  success    of  the 
project,  and  secured  to  Ihe  United    Slates    all   the 
advantages  arising  fiom  an   undisputed  possession  of 


filleen  to  twenty  five  miles  per  day.  The  countryt 
being  almost  all  open,  level,  and  prairie,  the  chief  I 
obstructions  were  ravines  and  creeks,  the  banks  ofii 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  21,  1812— CONGRESS. 


187 


which  required  cutting  down;  and  for  tliis  purpose  a 
few  pioneer?  were  £;eneraliy  kept  ahead  of  the  cara- 
van. This  i'  (he  first  time  that  wagons  ever  went  lo 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the  ease  and  safety  wiUi 
whicn  it  was  done  prove  the  facility  of  communicat- 
ing over-land  with  the  Pacific  ocean;  tlie  route  from 
the  SoiUfiem  Puss,  wliere  the  wagons  stopped,  to  tlie 
great  tails  of  the  Columbia,  beiiis  easier  and  belter 
than  on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  with  grass  enough 
for  horses  and  mules,  but  a  scarcity  of  game  for  the 
support  of  man." 

2Vie  North  Jtmerican  fur  company,  at  tlie  head  ol 
which  was  Mr.  Aslor,  had  hilherlo  confined  its  ope- 
rations principally  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  great 
lakes,  the  head-waters  of  the  JUississippi,    and    the 
lower  part  of  the  Missouri  rivers.     In  the  year  1822, 
it  became  united  with  another  company,  under  the 
name  of  (Ac   Columbia  fur  compiiiiy.  vihan   its  opera 
tions  weie  extended  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  along  the  sources  of  the  Yellow  Stone. — 
The    more   enlerprising  and  successful  operations  ol 
the  traders  at  8t.  Louis,  now  stimulated  thiscompany 
to  push  their  expeditious  beyond  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains.    They  confined    themselves,  however,  exclu- 
sively to  the  objects  of  trade  about  the  waters  of  llie 
Columbia,  and  seldom  penetrated  into  the  interior  of 
the  couiilry.     In    1S32,  caplain   Bonneville,  of  the 
Uniied  Stales  army,  then  slalioned  at  one  ol  the  pos' 
on  our  western  frontier,  having  obtained  a  furlough, 
with  some  a.ssistance  from  the  city  ol  New  York,  lell 
Missouri  lor  ihe  Oregon  territory.     He  was  ace 
Hied  wilt* a  baud  ot  about  one  hundred    men,  twenty 
wagons,  and    a    number  of  mules  and  horses,  laden 
with  goods,  and  Ihe  necessary  [provisions,  and  utensils 
Ibi    hunting  and  trapping.     He    was    Ihe    first    who 
crossed  ihe  Rocky  Mouniains  with  wagons.     Pursu- 
ing the  usual  route  along  the  course  of  the  Piatle,  he 
arrived  at  the  mountains  so  early  in  the  season,  as  to 
luiiiish  the   opporlunily  of  pursuing   bis   eiiterpri.se 
under  Ihe  most  lavorable  circumstances.     Descend- 
ing  inlo  the   vale   on  the  opposite  side,   he  struck 
Lewis  river  near  its  souice.     He  planted  a   slalion 
near  Ihe  Colorado,  where  his  party  were  employed  in 
trading,  hunting,  and  trapping.     Captain  Bonneville 
made  several  excursions  over  the  couiilry,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  reached  as  far  as  the  Pacific. — ■ 
Alter  an  absence  of  about  two   years,  he   relumed 
again  to  St.  Louis  with  the  most  interesling  accounts 
ol  the  counliy   he  had  visited.     At  about  this  lime, 
(1834,)    a    plan    was    projected    by    Mr.    Nathaniel 
Wyeth,  of  Massachusetts,  lo  eslablish  a  direct  trade 
between  the  ports  of  New  England  and  the  waters  of 
the  Columbia.     In  prosecution  ol  his  plan,  he  sent  a 
vessel  lo  the  coast,  and  liimself  made  two  expedilions 
across  the  coiitiuenl.     He  erected  a  trading  post  near 
the  confluence  of  the  Portneuf  and  Lewis  rivers.Jn 
the  southeast  corner  of  Oregon,  which  he  called  fori 
Hull;  and   another  at  the  entrance  of  the  W'lillinncl 
inlo  the  Columbia,  on   Wajipaloo  island,  about  161) 
miles  liom  the  ocean.     His  plan  was  similar  to  that 
ot  Mr.  Astor.     Having  observed  that   the  waters  in 
this  region  abounded  in  salmon,  he  calculated  that  the 
supply  ol  these  would  be  ample  enough  to   meet  all 
the  exjienses   of  an  exjiedition,  thus  leaving  a  clear 
piofil  on  Ihe  furs.     We  are  indebted  to  the  narrative 
of  Mr.   Wyeth  for  Ihe  most  interesling  and  accurate 
account  which  has  yet  been  furnished  us  of  the  nature, 
capabilities,  and  resources  of  Oiegoii.     His  plan  for 
lounding  settlements  was  well  contrived,  and  in  its 
dawning  operations  bid  lair  to  establish  an  enlerpris- 
ing American  colony  upon   the   coast  of  the  North 
Pacific.     The  ample  supplies  which  could  have  been 
provided  to  meet  the  demands  of  commeicial  specula- 
tion, must  have  led  to  an  increase  of  its  population, 
and  lis  consequent  permanency  and  piosperily.     But 
the  hopes  which  it  had  inspiied  were  blasted  by  the 
hosliliiy  ol  the  Hudson's  bay  company.     The  exist, 
ence  of  this  company   has  alv.ays    been  adverse  to 
colonization  in  Oregon,  and  but  one   settlement  has 
been    made   under  its  auspices,  west    of  the  Rocky 
Wounlains.     'J'liis  is  on  me  VV.dlamtt,  and  is  com- 
posed of  low  Canadions  who  have  intermarried  with 
the  natives,  and  lamilies   ol  the  hall-breed.     All  its 
buildings  and  appliances  are  subordinate  to  the  us^s 
anil  iiileresis  ol  Ihe  company,  and  no  inducements  are 
held  out  to  encourage  a  belter  class  of  settlers. 

There  is  however  another  class  of  adventuiers,  (il 
we  maybe  permitted  to  call  them  such,)  whose  ope- 
■  rations  are  not  unworthy  our  interested  altention. — 
The  spirit  of  christian  philanthropy  suggested  the 
first  expedition  to  this  territory  which  was  uncon- 
nected with  any  objects  ol  trade  or  gain.  A  small 
band  were  sent  out  for  missionary  purposes  by  the 
American  Baptist  society  in  1832.  These  were  fol- 
lowed, in  1835,  by  another  party,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society,  which  planted  a 
station  on  the  banks  of  Ihe  Wallamet,  about  seventy 
miles  from  its  mouth.  Since  that  time  their  number 
lias  been  gradually  increasing.  It  is  stated  in  a  recent 
report  of  this  society,  that  on  the  ninth  of  October, 
183.9,  a  company  of  fifty  peiaou.",  including  adults  and 


nors,  male  and  female,  left  New  York  for  Oregon. 
These  included  six  missionaries  with  tlicir  wives  and 
children;  one  physician,  v\  lie  and  child;  a  missionary 
steward,  wife  and  Iwo  children;  two  farmers,  wives 
and  children;  a  cabinet  maker;  two  carpenlers,  and  a 
blacksmith,  their  wives  and  children;  and  five  single 
female  teachers.  On  their  arrival  at  the  station  on 
the  Wallamet,  the  number  of  settlers  amoiinled  to 
about  sixty-eight  persons.  The  station,  it  is  slated 
in  Ihe  report,  was  well  stocked  with  catlle,  under  a 
fine  stale  of  cultiva'ion,  and  had  already  become  "so 
productive  as  lo  fuinish  (he  mission  family  with 
abundance."  The  American  board  have  slalions  a', 
Kamiah,  in  the  country  ol  Ihe  Nes  Peiceslndians,  on 
Ihe  Kooskoos-ke,  a  branch  of  the  Lewis  river;  at 
Willatpoo,  on  Ihe  Walla  Walla,  near  the  greal  bend  of 
the  Columbia,  and  also  on  the  Clear  Water  river; 
at  the  latler  of  which  a  printing  press  is  in  successful 
operation.  It  is  said,  in  Iheir  last  annual  report,  Ihal 
••a  iawmiU  and  grainmiil  have  been  put  in  operation 
at  Clear  Water,  and  a  grainmiil  al  Wanletpu."  Ac- 
cessions have  recently  been  m:ide  loall  of  these  se 
ral  selllements  by  einig 
other  places,  and  thev  are 
in  a  very  thriving  and  prosperous  condition. 

We  cannot  bul  regard  these  seillemenis  as  the  pre- 
cursors of  incalculalile  good  as  regards  the  future 
jirospects  and  condition  of  this  territory.  It  is  riow 
a  serious  question  how  far  its  possession  and  setlle- 
ment  may  be  an  object  ol  interest  on  account  ol  Ihe 
fur  trade.     The  extent  lo  which  it  has  bi  '    ' 


on,  and  the 
pursued,  ha 


Carolina?,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  to  that  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. That  a  proposition  to  (hat  effect,  has  been 
made  by  a  company,  which  has  received  the  favora- 
ble consideration  of  the  postmaster  general,  to  trans- 
port the  great  mail  from  the  extreme  eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  union,  via  Wasliington  and  Pittsburg,  or 
Wheeling,  and  by  steamers  on  the  Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans;  thus  excluding  the  whole  southern  and  At- 
lantic states  and  cities  from  the  circulation  of  that 
intelligence,  rapid  and  certain,  which  is  so  essential 
to  the  life  and  animation  of  the  commerce  of  the  whole 
country.  The  chamber  of  commerce  are  at  a  loss 
to  compreliend,  in  a  territory  so  extended  as  that  of 
the  United  States,  embracing  twenty-four  states,  and 
almost  as  many  latitudes  and  longitudes,  what  is  un- 
derstood by  the  main  mail  route  between  Maine  and 
Louisiana. — The  four  great  sections  of  the  union — 
eastern,  middle,  southern,  and  western,  are  but  parts 
of  one  community,  tlirough  which,  as  in  the  human 
system,  to  preserve  a  healthy  circulation,  many  arte- 
ries and  many  veins  are  necessary.  The  certain  and 
rapid  communication  of  intelligence  from  the  east  to 
nts  from  New  York  and  i  the  west,  and  from  the  south  to  the  north,  are  all  of 
lly  represented  lo  be  equal  importance  to  our  common  country,  and  it  is 
the  function  of  the  postmaster  genera],  so  to  arrange 
these  channel  ways  of  intelligence  as  to  secure  the 
most  harmonious  circulation  throughout  the  whole; 
accommodating  all,  and  showing  preference  to  none. 
Whatever  may  be  the  conflicts  of  rivalry  and  enter- 
prise in  difierenl  sections  of  the  country;  /and  they 
after  all,  do  not  paralyze,  but  rather  impart  anima- 


ceasing  avidity  with  which  it  has  been  I  tion  to  commerce;)  there  should  be  none  in  the  pub- 


caused  the  disap|iearance  of  most  of 
ihe  animals  whose  skins  and  lurs  were  an  object  ul 
enterprise.  The  Hudson's  bay  company  have  found 
it  necessary  to  restrain  the  trade,  at  certain  seasons, 
in  order  lo  prevent  their  erdire  extinction;  and  the 
time  is  probably  not  far  distant  when  some  other 
mode  of  employing  capital  in  that  region  must  be  re- 
sorteil  lo:  while  what  is  now  known  of  Ihe  resources 
of  Ihe  country  atibrds  but  lilUe  hope  of  a  very  speedy 
return  to  any  other  than  what  has  been  hilherlo  the 
usual  mode  of  investment.  The  lurlher  investiga- 
tioi^s  ol  science  may  perhaps  give  greater  accuracy  to 
existing  descriptions  and  localilies,  bul  it  can  develope 
no  new  sources  of  wealth  or  aggrandizement.  The 
general  characteristic  features  ol  the  cnunlry  are  well 
understood.  Its  t-rritory  has  been  traversed,  lis  riv- 
ers have  been  explored,  and  its  mountains  have  been 
scaled  by  Ihe  chemist,  Ihe  bolanist,  the  geologist,  Ihe 
hunter,  and  the  trapper;  and  Ihe  lover  of  romance  and 
adventure  has  delineated  the  variegated  allractions  of 
its  natural  scenery.  We  must  now  regard  it  as  pre- 
senting no  other  allureinenls  lo  the  adventurer  than 
such  as  may  be  found  in  a  rich  and  luxuriant  soil,  a 
temperate  and  salubrious  climate,  and  vast  commer- 
cial capabililies.  The  ordinary  occu[ialions  of  com- 
merce, agriculture,  trade,  and  manufactures,  with 
industry,  frugalily,  and  enterprise,  will  yield  at  once 
ample,  and  "in  lime  an  affluent  recompense.  And 
what  more  could  be  desired?  What  more  (aside  from 
the  religious  principle,  how  much  less)  was  it  that 
encouraged  our  forefathers  to  encounter  the  sturdy 
forests  a'nd  rigorous  climate  of  New  England  .'  What 
more  was  it  that  has  covered  the  banks  of  Ihe  Ohio 
with  opulent  cilies,  and  made  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  teem  with  a  flourishing  and  happy  popula- 
tion? What  more  was  it  lliat  has  made  our  whole 
country  Ihe  abode  of  prosperity,  civilization,  and  re- 
finement ?  They  who  are  accnstomed  to  estimate  the 
progress  of  mankind  by  the  slow  and  languid  growth 
of  ancient  nations,  may  smile  at  the  prediction;  biU 
let  the  existing  difiiciiliies  be  removed;  let  the  inter- 
position of  Ihe  general  government  settle  the  claims 
of  the  United  Stales  lo  this  territory;  let  it  render  the 
way  thither  easy  and  accessible,  by  establishing  per- 
manent posts  at  convenient  distances  on  tlie  rnule; 
let  it  eslablish  a  mililary  post  at  the  month  of  the 
Qolunibia  (o  protect  the  lives,  Ihe  propMty,  and  the 
interests  of  its  citizens,  and  Oregon  will  soon  be 
covered  with  permanent  seltlemenls,  the  his'ory  of 
whose  growth  and  prosperity  shall  at  least  equal  that 
of  any  of  the  slates  now  composing  our  republic. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH   CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 
Mat  12.     Mr.  Calhoun,  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  Charleston  praying  that 
no  exchange  may  be  made  in  the  great  southern  mail 
route  between  Boston  and  New  Orleans: 
Tliis  memorial  of  the  chamber  of  commeice  of  the  city  of 
Charleston  to  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives, in  congress  assembled,  respectfully  rep-e- 

That  it  has  been  reported  tliat  an  eflbrt  is  now 
making  in  congress,  to  change  the  route  of  the  great 
mail  between  Boston  and  New  Orleans,  from  the 
railway  and  steamboat  conveyances  via  Virginia,  the 


lie  conveyance  of  intelligence,  which  should  be  equal 
and  common  to  all  parts  of  the  union.  The  chamber 
of  commerce  of  Charleston  are  unable  therefore,  to 
comprehend,  how  the  importance  and  necessity, 
which  they  readily  admit,  of  a  great  mail  from  the 
eastern  to  the  southwestern  extremity  of  the  United 
States,  via  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  should  be 
made  to  come  in  conflict  with,  or  to  supercede  another 
great  mail,  now  in  successful  operation,  and  equally 
as  important,  via  the  middle,  and  the  south  Atlan- 
tic states  through  Alabama  and  Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans.  The  rail  roads  which  have  already  been 
constructed  by  the  enterprise  of  the  south  and  west, 
together  with  the  steamers  on  the  bays  and  rivers, 
filling  up  the  connecting  links  of  communication,  al- 
ready afford  tlie  most  certain  and  the  most  rapid  con- 
veyance for  the  mail  to  the  great  emporium  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  v.'hen  those  rail  roads  in  Alabama, 
Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas,  now  in  pro- 
gress, are  completed,  no  route  will  be  able  to  com- 
pete with  thi:  southern  in  speed,  security,  and  certain- 
ty. No  seasons  can  affect  it;  while  on  the  Ohio,  the 
alternations  in  its  spring  and  autumn  floods;  and  the 
ice  of  winter  and  droughts  of  summer,  annually  pre- 
sent impediments,  which  must  render  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  in  that  direction,  for  many  months 
the  year,  irregular,  and  not  to  be  depended  upon. 
It  is  the  opinion,  however,  of  this  chamber,  and  they 
submit  it  for  consideration,  with  very  great  deference, 
to  those  who  will  have  to  decide  on  it,  that  a  plan  of 
mail  conveyances  rnay  be  matured  through  the  co- 
operation of  the  naval  and  post  oflice  departments, 
by  which  the  preparations  for  sea  coast  antl  maritime 
defences,  may  be  made  subservient  to  the  transporta- 
tion and  protection  of  the  mail;  and  which  may  be 
so  arranged  as  to  make  both  the  great  channel  ways 
of  communication,  via  the  Mississippi  and  south  At- 
lantic rail  roads  unite  and  harmonise,  for  a  certain 
distance,  on  a  common  route. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  in  his  report,  has  recom- 
mended war  steamers  for  the  purposes  of  defence  on 
the  Atlantic  sea  coast  as  well  as  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  These  boats  may  be  so  constructed,  and  so 
employed,  as  to  answer  (he  double  object  of  convey- 
ing the  mail  in  peace,  and  of  extending  protection  in 
war.  The  mail  service  in  time  of  peace  will  maintain 
these  steamers  at  the  least  cost  to  the  government; 
and  by  being  at  all  times,  in  active  service,  a  school 
of  instruction,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  ma- 
chinery, and  the  best  mode  of  manceuvring  that  class 
of  vessels  of  war  will  be  afl'orded  to  the  officers  and 
crew  that  may  man  them.  Should  these  views  meet 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  general  government  the 
chamber  of  commerce  would  invite  attention  to  the 
route  via  the  rail  road,  through  Virginia,  the  Caro- 
linas, Georgia  and  Alabama,  to  Memphis  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi. On  this  line  not  exceeding  1,300  miles  from 
Washington,  there  are  already  650  miles  of  rail  road 
completed, and  in  successful  operation,  and  the  larger 
portion  of  the  remaining  distance  is  in  progress  and 
part  now  under  contract.  The  connecting  links  for 
steamers  are  1st.  between  Washington  city  and  Potc>- 
niac  creek;  or,  Annapolis  and  Portsmouth  as  the  go- 
vernment may  prefer;  2d.  Between  Wilmington  in 
North  Carolina,  and  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  and 
3rd.  between  Memphis  and  New  Orleans;  and  if 
these  gaps  in  the  railway  communication,  are  tilled 
by  well  planned  steamers  adapted  to  the  navigation, 
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this  route  may  not  only  be  made  in  the  shortest  time, 
anil  vvi!h  s^rcat  esactitude;  but  the  ijovorriment  v^ill 
have  al'.vavs  ready  for  sert'ioc  a  horne  sqiia.lron  of 
war  steamers  prepared  to  repel  a2:2:rt:'^'^.ion  on  tlie 
Chesapeake,  on  the  coasts  of  the  Carolinas  and  Geor- 
gia, and  on  the  Mississippi.  This  mail  route  will  not 
supercede  the  one  proposed  by  the  Mississippi;  on  the 
contrary,  it  may  be  made  to  harmonize  with  it,  as 
the  smaller  class  of  boats  which  would  be  necessary 
or  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  its  tributaries,  mislit 
be  made  to  unite  with  the  war  steamers  at  Memphis, 
and  from  thence  by  a  common  route  all  the  mails  be 
transported  to  New  Orleans.  At  no  season  of  the 
year  could  the  intercourse  by  this  route  be  interrupt- 
ed. The  steamers  from  Memphis  may  be  of  the 
larger  class,  and  made  equal  to  the  defence  of  the 
whole  western  division  of  the  union:  as  the  protec- 
tion of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  comprehends 
security  to  the  whole  valley.  A  naval  station  and 
arsenal  at  Memphis,  and  a  continuous  rail  road  from 
thence  to  Charleston  would  extend  to  the  Atlantic  all 
the  adv3nta2;es  of  protection  now  enjoyed  by  the 
states  on  the  lower  Mississippi,  as  by  this  communi- 
cation the  militia  of  the  west  jnay  concentrate  with 
the  same  facility,  and  within  the  same  period  on  the 
frontiers  of  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Louisiana. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  order  and 
in  behalf  of  the  Charleston  chamber  of  commerce. 
(Signed)         KER  BOYCE,  preiident. 
(Attest)     William  B.  Heriot,  sccretai-y. 

Mr.  Cidlwnn  presented  also  a  memorial  from  capt. 
L.  Morris,  asking  the  aid  of  government  in  tlie  con- 
struction and  equipment  of  a  steam  vessel  to  be  en- 
gaged in  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  Charles- 
ton to  Havana,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders  with  a 
Tiew  to  take  up  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 
Gen.  Jackson  in  1CI5. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  and  debated  until  a  late 
hour  by  Messrs.  Llnn^  Berrien,  IVatker,  Benton,  Crit- 
tenden, Buckanmi,  King,  Preston,  Conrad,  fVoodbury, 
and  others,  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  13.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a  memorial 
from  watchmakers  and  jewellersof  Philadelphia,  ask- 
ing that  the  duties  on  those  articles  may  not  be  di- 
minished. 

Also  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and  enthusiastic 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  which  had  adopt- 
ed bold  resolutions  m  relation  to  the  controversy  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  sympathizing  with  the  suffrage 
party. 

By  Mr.  Crittenden:  From  citizens  of  Illinois,  ex- 
pressing a  desire  to  remove  to  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon, and  asking  grants  of  land  and  other  aid  to  ena- 
ble them  to  make  a  settlement  in  that  territory,  and 
that  the  laws  and  general  protection  may  be  extend- 
ed to  them. 

Also,  from  manufacturers  of  pearl  buttons  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  asking  to  be  protected  in  their 
manufacture. 

Mr.  Berrien  presented  from  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee, the  apportionment  bill  from  the  house  with 
amendments  of  the  committee  inserting  50,000  in- 
stead of  50,179. 

This  and  other  amendments  proposed  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Merrick  submitted  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  all  communications  made  in  relation  to  nomina- 
tions should  be  considered  confidential. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  over  under  the 
rule.  a 

Mr.  McRoherts  gave  notice  that,  when  the  resolu- 
tion came  up,  he  should  move  to  amend  it  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  word  Resolved,  and  inserting  the 
following: 

"That  in  all  cases  of  nominations  made  by  the  pre- 
sident to  the  senate  for  the  appointment  of  officers'  of 
the  United  States,  the  senate  will  proceed  to  consi- 
der and  decide  on  said  nominations  with  open  doors.'' 

On  motion  of  iMr.  Evans,  the  senate  took  up  the 
appropriation  bill,  and  concurred  with  the  house  in 
several  of  their  amendments,  and  insisted  on  their 
own  amendments  in  others. 

The  senate  insisted  on  their  amendments  in  rela- 
tion to  fees  of  the  district  attorneys,  clerks  of  courts 
martial,  &e.;  also,  in  that  relating  to  the  custom  house 
in  New  York. 

These  amendments  were  severally  debated  until 
half-past  5  o'clock,  Messrs.  £i>(iiis,  Huntington,  IVriglit, 
King,  Sevier,  IVoodttury,  Berrien,  Conrad,  and  otiiers 
participating  in  the  debate. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and,  at  a 
quarter  before  six  o'clock,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  14.  A  memorial  for  repair  of  the  sea  wall 
at  St.  Augustine  was  referred,  private  bills  acted  upon 
and  aftc;  the  transaction  of  executive  business  the 
senate  adjourned. 

May  It).  Various  petitions  from  citizens  of  the 
state  of  New  York  for  a  revision  of  the  tariff  were 
preiiented. 


Mr.  Benton  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 

armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  unsettled 
parts  of  East  Florida. 

Mr.  Tiippnn  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  publish- 
ing an  account  of  the  discoveries  made  be  the  explor- 
ing expedition  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Wilkes, 
of  the  United  States  navy. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  private 
business  on  the  calendar,  the  first  in  order  being  the 
bill  directing  warrants  to  issue  for  the  bounty  land 
due  on  account  of  the  services  of  Major  General  Du- 
portail.  Brigadier  General  Armand,  and  Major  Ge- 
neral de  la  Colombe.  This  bill  was  debated  at  con- 
siderable length  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Hun- 
tinglon  and  Sevier,  in  favorof  the  bill,  and  by  Messrs. 
Wright,  Allen,  King,  Tappan,  Clayton,  and  others, 
against  the  bill.  It  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims,  by  yeas 
28,  nays  12 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive business;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  doors  were  opened,  and 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  made  a  report  which  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  senate  again  entered  into  executive  business 
after  the  transaction  of  which  ihey  adjourned. 

Mat,  17.  After  presentation  of  several  petitions, 
and  of  reports  upon  private  claims,  &c.,  i\Ir.  Allen 
moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on 
the  18th  April  last,  requesting  the  president  to  com- 
municate to  the  senate  all  information  in  his  posses- 
sion relative  to  proceedings  which  have  taken  place, 
or  are  in  contemplation,  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  consti- 
tutional form  of  government  for  the  people  thereof, 
and  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  having  been  taken  up  and  read,  Mr. 
Huntington  thought  the  subject  uncalled  for.  It  had 
been  laid  on  the  table,  as  he  supposed,  definitively. 

Mr.  Allen.     "Order,  order." 

[Cries  of  "order"  from  other  quarters.] 

Mr.  Huntington.  Then  I  shall  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Allen.  On  that  motion  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  Mr.  King 
said  that  the  setiator  from  Ohio  had  expressed  a 
wish,  the  other  day,  to  take  up  his  resolution  with  a 
view  to  modify  it:  he  should  therefore  vote  for  the 
motion  to  take  up. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken,  it  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benion.  Buchan.-in,  Fiillon, 
King,  Linn,  McRoherts,  Sevier,  Sinilh.  of  Conn.  Siur- 
L-eoM,  Tappan,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woudbuiv,  Wiij;ht— 
15 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard.  Cal- 
.lioun,  Choaie,  Clayiun,  Conr.id.  Crafts,  Critienden, 
Evans.  Graham,  Henderson,  lluniiiiston,  Mangimi, 
Merrick.  Miller,  Moichead.  Simmons."  Smilh,  ol  Lid. 
Spr:i£riie.  Tallmadfje.  Wondhridae— 23. 

Mr.  Allen  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  proposed  to 
submit  two  resolutions,  founded  on  that  which  the 
senate  had  refused  to  take  up.  As  the  senate  had 
pursued  the  course  it  had  in  relation  to  it,  he  would 
not  allow  himself  to  believe  that  it  would  refuse  to 
adopt  these,  and  he  would  read  them  in  his  place. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  to  establish  for  themselves  a  constitutional 
form  of  state  government,  and  in  any  particular  to 
alter  or  modify  it,  provided  its  form  be  left  republi- 
can. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  right  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  peo- 
ple to  prevent  or  discourage  them  from  so  doing;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  federal 
government  to  guaranty  to  them,  as  a  state,  such  a 
republican  form  of  state  government  that,  when  so 
established,  it  can  be  altered  or  modified.  ■« 

Mr.  Allen  spoke  at  very  considerable  length,  when 
he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Preston. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  King,  Calhoun, 
and  Crittenden,  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  desire  that 
Mr.  Simmons  should  proceed  in  reply  to  Mr.  Allen; 
and  there  being  cries  of  go  on — 

Mr.  SiiiiHioiis  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Allen, 
after  which  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present,  and  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business,  wlierein  it  remained  un- 
til a  late  hour,  after  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  18.  Several  petitions  in  relation  to  private 
claims,  &c.  were  presented. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  presented  fourteen  memorials  from 
different  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  stating  that  the  great 
ditlieulties  of  the  times  are  owing  to  the  reduction  of 
the  duties  under  the  compromise  act;  and  they  ask  a 
fixed  and  permanent  tariff. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  Northampton  county, 
Pennsylvania,  asking  protection  to  home  industry. 

Several  reports  were  made  from  committees,  in 
relation  to  private  claims. 


Mr.  Buchanan  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  commit* 

tee  on  the  judiciary  would  excuse  him  for  making 
any  suggestion  in  relation  to  Ihe  apportionment  bill, 
but  it  v/ould  be  recollected  that  the  legislature  of 
his  state  would  meet  on  the  10th  of  June  for  the 
express  purpose  of  making  arrangements  ui^er  the 
bill.  If,  therefore,  the  bill  was  not  acted  on  early, 
great  inconvenience  and  great  loss  would  accrue  from 
it.  He  hoped  it  might  be  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  next. 

Mr,  Berrien  had  no  instructions  from  the  commit- 
tee on  Ihe  subject;  but  certainly  had  no  desire  to  de- 
lay action. 

The  bill  was  then  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Allen  said  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  ye». 
terday  was  passed  over  when  there  was  a  questioa 
pending  to  print. 

Mr.  Taltmadge  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  having 
been  ordered,  Ihe  vote  stood  for  laying  on  the  table, 
yeas  28,  iiajs  18. 

Mr.  Linn  then  moved  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of 
the  day,  being  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 
Gen.  Jackson. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  an  amendment  which  struck  out 
the  word  "damages"  and  inserted  "fines  and  costs." 

Mr.  Linn  accepted  the  amendment,  and  spoke 
briefly  in  favorof  the  bill. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  an  amendment, -providing 
that  nothing  in  the  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to 
give  any  expression  by  congress  as  to  the  illegality 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  judge  inflicting  the  fine,  hut 
as  an  additional  expressionof  the  estimation  in  which 
they  held  the  achievements  of  Gen.  Jackson  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans  and  the  services  rendered 
by  him  and  his  companions  in  arms  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Barrow  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, which  he  subsequently  withdrew,  and  then  of- 
fered one  to  the  effect  that  nothing  in  the  act  shall  tie 
so  construed  as  to  give  an  expression  of  opinion  as  . 
to  the  want  of  patriotism  or  fidelity  of  the  citizens 
of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Henderson  accepted  the  amendment;  and  the 
debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Canrad,  Barrow 
and  Henderson  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  by 
iMcssrs.  Sevier,  Archer,  King  and  ll'right  against  it. 

Mr.  Allen  rose  to  address  the  senate;  but,  it  being 
after  four  o'clock,  Mr.  Linn  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  motion  prevailed. 


HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTAllVES. 

Wednesday,  May  11.  The  house  again  resumed 
in  committee  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,  and  discussed  the  item  179,  appropriating  28,200 
dollars  for  completing  the  New  York  custom  house, 
being  an  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate.  It  was 
rejected  by  66  nays  to  61  yeas. 

The  next  item  was  a  senate  amendment  proposing 
$1,000  for  the  removal  of  the  statue  of  Washington 
under  the  direction  of  a  joint  committee,  which  Mr. 
A'eiin  now  moved  to  amend  by  appropriating  $3,500 
for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  pedestal  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  president  and  secretaries. 

Mr.  AViin  said  congress  had  now  spent  $40,000, 
upon  the  statue.  If  the  question  was  whether  to  or- 
der the  statue  or  not,  he  would  be  against  ordering  ; 
it.  But  here  it  is  on  our  hands,  standing  on  a  struc- 
ture of  yellow  pine  posts  sooted  over  with  coal  dust. 
HeM'as  for  a  durable  pedestal  of  stone,  and  not  for 
leaving  it  like  a  Hindoo  suttee,  with  a  marble  corpse 
on  a  funeral  pile. 

Mr.   Pniif/i-'loji  of  the   committee   on   its   removal 
stated  that  Ihe  present  pedestal  was  but  a  temporary 
erection  till   the   proper  one  should  be  constructed. 
The  committee  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Greenough  i 
should  be   allowed  to  complete  the  whole  design:  its  • 
present  location  in   the  rotiindo  was  indicated  by  his  • 
own  letter  as  the  most  proper. 

Mr.  A'eiiii  said  he  believed  all  admitted  that  the 
statue  possessed  high  merits,  whether  strict  construc- 
tionists or  lititudinarians,  connites  or  semj-connites, 
wliigs  or  democrats,  and  he  was  for  completing  it  so 
that  we  might  look  on  it  with  pride  and  pleasure. 
The  house  had  spent  much  time  discussing  the  cus- 
tom house  and  fortifications,  but  this  statue  was  a 
moral  fortification  and  a  national  altar.  He  was  not 
for  allowing  its  pedestal  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Gree- 
nough without  competition,  as  such  was  not  the  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  if  he  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  just  and  honorable  feelings  of  Mr.  Greenough, 
he  would  prefer  an  order  withdrawing  the  entire 
compensation  already  made  him  for  his  labor  on  the 
statue  to  having  a  competition  set  up  between  him 
and  another  artist  for  the  completion  and  finishing 
of  the  work  by  the  addition  of  its  pedestal.  He 
would  not  vote  him  as  many  units  as  congress  had 
voted  him  thousands,  if  he.  could  entertain   such  ft  ' 
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proposition  as  Ihat  proposed.  He  personally  l>nevv 
tlie  sensation  created  among  Mr.  Greenou^h's  friend.', 
months  ago,  when  there  vfas  a  rumor  of  this  project 
of  competition,  and  it  w-as  such  he  believed,  and  lie 
participated  in  it,  that  they  would  prefer  seeing  the 
statue  share  the  fate  which  hod  fallen  upon  another 
statue  of  tlie  same  man  by  an  artist  of  equally  tran- 
scendant  talents,  [he  was  understood  to  alfiide  to 
Ganova's,  which  was  burned  in  the  capitol  at  Ra- 
leigh,^ to  having  him  exposed  to  an  indignity  so  mor- 
tifying as  the  railing  in  of  another  to  finish  what  he 
had  begun.  Mr.  A.  had  no  intention  of  derogating 
from  the  merits  of  any  artist  who  might  be  in  the 
view  of  the  mover  of  this  amendment,  or  of  other 
gentlemen;  but  he  hoped  Mr.  Greenough  would  be 
allowed  to  complete  his  own  work,  and  that  for  this 
further  labor  he  would  be  properly  compensated. 

Mr.  higersoU  said  that  when  the  stalue  arrived  from 
Italy  congress  had  not  been  in  session, and  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy  had  felt  himself  bound  to  talte  chargeof 
it  till  congress  should  determine  its  disposition,  ffe 
had  it  brought  from  the  navy  yard  and  placed  in  the 
centre  of  the  rotundo,  a  spot  previously  prepared  to 
receive  so  great  a  weight  by  its  solid  masonry  be- 
low. The  secretary  also,  had  gone  a  step  farther,  and 
had  given  directions  (not  irrevocable)  to  the  sculp- 
tor Petrich  to  prepare  the  design  of  a  suitable  pedes- 
tal. Mr.  Petrich  had  now  entered  into  a  contract  to 
make  the  preparatory  arrangements  for  its  comple- 
tion. This  would  in  no  way  interfere  with  Mr. 
Greenough's  rights.  Mr.  Petrich  was  a  German  by 
■birth,  had  been  a  student  under  Thorwaldsen,  and 
every  one  w^ould  remember  the  statue  of  the  fisher- 
man's daughter  at  his  studio,  in  this  city.  He  was  a 
man  of  education;  Thorwaldsden  was  so  illiterate 
as  not  even  to  be  able  to  reail  and  write;  but  his  in- 
spiration put  him  on  a  level  with  Chantry  and  Cano- 
va.  The  many  proofs  of  Mr.  Petrich's  talent  had 
been  exhibited  chiefly  through  the  countenance  and 
under  the  munificent  patronage  of  his  honorable  col- 
league who  had  moved  his  present  amendment;  a 
gentleman  long  distinguished  for  his  love  of  the  fine 
arts,  and  the  noble  liberality  with  which  he  encour- 
aged them.  He  saw  not  why,  as  genius  and  talent 
belonged  to  no  particular  clime  and  country,  a  for- 
eigner might  not  be  invited  to  produce  the  design  for 
a  great  public  work  with  as  much  propriety  as  a  na- 
tive. 

Mr.  Trise  wished  to  inquire  of  the  committee  who 
had  charge  of  this  statue,  whether  the  pedestal  was 
not,  in  strictness,  a  part  of  the  statue.' — and  whether 
Mr.  Greenough  was  not  bound  to  complete  it  as  such 
for  the  compensation  already  allowed  him.' 

Mr.  •Feiidteton  said  that  the  committee  had  nothing 
to  do  with  that  question.  Their  sole  duty  was  as  to 
the  location  of  the  statue. 

Mr.  frisc  said  ihat  it  was  a  necessary  part  of  the 
statue,  or  it  was  not;  and  Mr.  Greenough  was  bound 
to  furnish  it  as  such,  or  he  was  not.  But  Mr.  W. 
had  a  further  inquiry  to  put,  viz:  whether  the  statue 
itself  had  yet  been  formally  and  officially  accepted 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States.' 

[Mr.  Pendktan  made  the  same  response  as  before.] 

Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  that  ought  to  have  been  a 
preliminary  inquiry,  before  any  thing  further  was 
done.  Was  it  the  wish  of  this  government  that  an 
image,  a  personification  such  as  that,  should  be  erec- 
ted in  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol  of  the  U.  Slates,  or 
that  a  statue  of  George  Washington  should  be  plac- 
ed there?  Mr.  W.  did  not  profess  to  be  a  man  of 
any  taste  at  all,  let  alone  a  man  of  exquisite  taste 
and  judgment  in  the  fine  arts;  but,  S|ieaking  as  an 
American  citizen,  he  must  say  that  that  was  not  the 
conception  of  George  Washington  which  had  any 
place  in  his  mind. 

He  had  been  told,  by  those  who  had  far  higher 
claims  to  speak  on  subjects  like  this,  that  to  look 
upon  that  piece  of  sculpture  made  the  blood  to  thrill 
in  one's  veins.  All  Mr.  W.  could  say  was,  that  it 
never  had  had  any  such  etfect  upon  him:  possibly 
because  he  never  had  looked  long  enough  upon  it  at 
anyone  time.  He  must  confess  it  had  on  him  much 
the  same  effect  as  it  had  produced  on  a  gentleman  of 
Maryland,  one  of  the  olden  time,  a  gentleman  of  the 
old  school,  who  having  heard  so  much  said  of  this 
statue,  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  a  long  distance 
purposely  to  look  at  it:  having  hitched  his  horse  be- 
fore the  capitol,  he  mounted  the  steps  and  entered 
the  rotundo,  where,  after  looking  at  the  statue  for  a 
few  seconds,  turned  from  it,  as  he  said  the  father  of 
his  country  would  do,  who  was  the  most  modest  of 
men.  What  was  it  but  a  plagiarism  from  the  hea- 
then mythology  to  represent  a  Christian  hero.'  a  Ju- 
piter Tonans,  or  Jupiter  Slator,  in  place  of  an  Ame- 
rican hero  and  sage.'  a  naked  statue  of  George  Wash- 
ington! of  a  man  whose  skin  had  probably  never 
been  looked  upon  by  any  living,  [t  might  pissibly 
suit  modern  Italian  taste,  but  ceriainly  it  did  not  the 
American  taste.  Then  there  was  that  inscription  on 
the  back — "simulntrum  islud."     A  Latin  inscription 


on  Washington!  Never  had  there  so  noble  and  so 
just  an  eulogium  been  pronounced  upon  the  man  as 
that  now  common  in  the  mouth  of  every  American: 
"First  in  war — first  in  peace — first  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen."  That  would  have  been  the  motto 
for  American  ears;  and  not  a  Latin  inscription,  and 
that  bad  Latin  to  boot:  yes,  bad  Latin  written  in 
Italy! 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  would  vote  to  spend  no  more  on 
this  statue  till  he  first  knew  whether  it  had  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  government. 

Mr.  Filtmore  said  he  presumed  there  was  very  lit- 
tle doubt  of  that. 

After  some  criticisms  on  the  use  of  the  imperfect 
tense  "faciebat"  for  "fecit,^^  Mr.  (Fi.™  said  he  had  sub- 
mitted a  transcript  of  the  entire  inscription  to  one  of 
the  most  competent  critics  in  this  country,  who  re- 
plied that  it  would  not  bear  examination. 

There  was  scarce  one  of  the  specimens  of  sculp- 
ture or  painting  in  the  rotundo  which  had  not  been 
dubbed  with  some  disgraceful  epithet  or  been  made 
the  subject  of  some  pungent  criticism.  The  Indians, 
when  looking  at  the  representations  of  their  fellow 
aborigines,  had  observed  with  much  caustic  shrewd- 
ness, Ihat  the  first  over  the  door  of  entrance,  repre- 
sented the  old  world  coming  to  the  new,  and  the  new 
welcoming  the  old  and  giving  it  corn;  but  in  the  next 
was  the  representation  of  a  treaty,  in  which  the 
white  man  cheated  the  Indian!  Then  came  Smith 
saved  by  Pocahontas  from  death;  and  in  the  very 
next  panel  was  Boon  murdering  two  Indians!  "We 
give  you  corn,  you  cheat  us  of  our  lands:  we  save 
your  life,  you  take  ours."  A  pretty  faithful  history 
of  our  dealing  with  the  native  tribes!  Then  as  to 
the  painting  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
every  body  remembered  John  Randolph's  nick  name 
of  "the  shin-piece."  And  who  could  forget  the  bit- 
ter criticism  of  Burgess,  on  the  representation  of 
Boon,  "that  it  very  truly  represented  our  dealing 
with  the  Indians,  for  we  had  not  left  them  even  a 
place  to  die  upon.  (The  whole  ground  in  that  panel 
being  occupied  by  the  body  of  the  Indian  already 
de>patched,  so  that  when  the  other  fell  it  must  lie  on 
the  body  of  his  countryman.)  What  would  he  have 
said  of  this  statue  of  Washington? 

A  countryman,  entering  the  rotundo  by  the  library 
door,  and  seeing  the  back  of  the  statue,  would  very 
naturally  ask  who  is  this?  and  looking  at  the  inscrip- 
tion would  say  to  himself  Simii;  Jlcritm.  Who  is 
Simul  Acriim?  [A  laugh.]  But  the  next  word  [istiul] 
would  tell  him.  [Increased  merriment.]  It  was  of- 
fensive. Mr.  W's  objection  to  the  statue  was  that  it 
was  not  American— ;it  was  not  Christian;  it  belong- 
ed to  another  age  and  country.  Mr.  W.  made  some 
remark  here  about  the  position  of  the  one  hand  as 
if  holding  up  the  clouds,  a  position  better  suited  to 
"the  cloud-compelling  Jove,"  and  to  the  gracious 
surrender  of  his  sword  with  the  other,  which  some 
Irishman  had  mistak.cn  for  a  harp.  He  also  very 
sharply  criticised  the  left  shin,  and  seemed  no  better 
pleased  with  the  naked  feet  and  the  sandals.  When 
standing  at  right  angles  to  the  statue  what  was  the 
idea  it  presented?  Not  that  of  one  seated  on  a 
throne — that  would  not  be  tolerated  here;  some  had 
thought  it  was  a  garden  chair;  but  Mr.  W.  should 
say  it  was  something  else  that  he  was  sitting  on — a 
throne  belonging  to  an  unmentionable  temple. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  knew  all  this  was  dangerous  ground 
to  take;  he  was  no  artist — on  the  contrary,  in  works 
of  art  he  was  a  perfect  ignoramus.  [A  voice:  "ne- 
ver a  truer  word."]  He  spoke  from  the  untutored 
taste  of  nature  and  of  an  American  citizen,  who  had 
been  taught  from  his  cradle  to  venerate  every  thing, 
little  or  great,  which  pertained  to  the  greatest  man 
that  ever  lived.  He  preferred  seeing  Washington  as 
Hudon  had  represented  him  in  the  statue  in  the  capi- 
tol at  Richmond,  in  a  lapelled  coat  and  military 
boots,  with  epaulets,  and  a  sword  by  his  side.  Per- 
sico,  the  sculptor,  had  told  him  this  anecdote.  When 
he  had  visited  Richmond  he  had  gone  to  see  the  sta- 
tue. Now  Persico,  though  an  italian,  gesticulated 
with  all  the  extravagance  of  a  Frenchman;  and  as 
he  stood  looking  at  it  in  admiration  of  the  beautiful 
head,  expressed  by  gestures  his  abhorrence  of  the 
dress  and  figure,  and  his  wish  that  the  head  could  be 
cut  off  and  preserved,  while  the  rest  was  destroyed. 
A  Virginia  sentinel,  who  was  always  on  guard  in  the 
space  before  the  statue,  seeing  a  foreigner  making 
signs  to  show  liis  wish  to  cutoff  Washington's  head, 
very  unceremoniously  stepped  up  to  him,  saying: 
"Tliere's  the  dom!  begone."  So,  in  regard  to  this 
statue  of  Greenough's,  if  the  head  could  be  preserv- 
ed, Mr.  W.  would  vote  to  throw  the  body  into  the 
Potomac,  to  hide  it  from  the  eyes  of  all  the  world, 
lest  the  world  should  think  that  that  was  this  peo- 
ple's conception  of  their  nation's  father. 

Mr.  Muigaii  caiied  i^jr  tiie  reading  of  Mr.  Green- 
ough's letter  in  relation  to  the  pedestal  and  location 
of  the  statue,  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Kehii,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  senate's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  progressed  until  they  came  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  "for  outfit  of  a  charge  d'atfaires  to  the 
republic  of  New  Grenada  $4,.500,"  and  insert  "for 
outfits  of  charge  des  affairs  to  Sweden,  BBli;ium,and 
New  Grenada,  and  half  outfit  to  charge  d'atl'ai'rs  to 
Holland  §15,750." 

Mr.  Mums  moved  to  amend  this  hv  giving  a  full 
outfit  to  the  charge  to  Holland,  (Mr.  Hughes).  Mr. 
A.  could  not  see  this  appropriation  had  been  reduc- 
ed from  a  full  outfit.  He  believed  it  was  a  devia- 
tion from  what  was  the  universal  practice  in  the 
case  of  the  transfer  of  ministers  from  one  country 
to  another.  Mr.  A.  went  into  a  history  of  what  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  government  in  the  days  of 
President  Washington  under  the  act  of  July  1790, 
which  he  caused  to  be  read.  He  remarked  on  the 
full  recognition,  in  the  phraseology  of  that  act,  of 
the  power  conferred  on  the  president  of  the  UniteJ 
States  by  the  constitution  to  appoint  and  commis- 
sion ministers  abroad.  The  act  limited  the  salary 
of  a  minister  to  $9,000,  exclusive  of  outfit;  of  a 
charge  to  §4,500,  and  a  secretary  to  §1,.'J50.  Tn  the 
early  construction  given  to  this  act  the  outfit  was 
conceded  to  the  discretion  of  the  president,  and  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  General  Washington  and 
his  successor,  when  a  minister  was  transferred,  he 
was  allowed  but  half  an  outfit.  Mr.  A.  gave  an 
account  of  the  operation  of  this  rule  in  his  own 
case,  when  minister  at  Hague,  and  subsequently  ap- 
piinted  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Portugal,  (in 
which  case  he  was  allowed  half  an  outfit),  and 
when  minister  to  Prussia,  in  which  case  he  got  no 
outfit  whatever.  This  continued  till  the  case  of  Mr. 
Murray,  who,  from  being  minister  at  the  Hague, 
was  sent  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  France:  he  had 
been  allowed  but  half  an  outfit;  but  was  dissatisfied, 
and  on  his  return  claimed  a  full  outfit  as  of  right, 
which  claim  was  allowed  by  .Mr.  Jefferson. 

From  that  day  to  this  the  practice  had  regularly 
been  to  allow,  in  cases  of  transfer,  full  outfit.  Mr. 
Hughes  had  as  strong,  if  not  a  stronger  claim  to  this 
allowance  than  Mr.  Murray  had  in  his  day. 

His  right  was  as  good  on  equitable  grounds  as  on 
the  ground  of  precedent.  He  had  served  for  ten  or 
twelve  years  in  other  foreign  stations,  and  had 
always  shown  himself  a  faithi'ul  public  servant,  as 
Mr.  A.  had  no  doubt  he  ever  would  so  long  as  he 
was  entrusted  with  public  duty.  In  point  of  justice 
and  fairness  he  was  entitled  to  a  full  outfit.  It  was 
too  small  a  business  to  cut  off  half  the  ordinary  al- 
lowance granted  in  all  other  cases.  This  gentle- 
man had  been  at  the  Hague  before.  In  1329  Mr.  A. 
had  received  a  particular  request,  under  the  hand  of 
the  king  of  Holland  himself,  that  Mr.  Hughes,  then 
a  charge,  might  be  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  full  mi- 
nister. This  was  at  a  time  when  the  friendship  of 
the  king  of  Holland  was  of  more  consequence  to 
the  U:]ited  States  than  it  ever  had  been  before,  or ' 
was  likely  ever  to  be  again;  that  monarch  having 
been  appointed  umpire  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  on  the  question  of  the  northeast- 
ern boundary.  In  consequence  of  the  request  of  the 
king  (not  indeed  made  officially,  but  in  a  way  which 
had  equal  force  with  him)  Mr.  A.  had  nominated 
Mr.  Hughes  to  the  senate  for  the  appointment  of 
full  minister,  but  it  was  during  the  last  session  of 
his  administration, 

The  senate  took  care  to  reserve  for  his  successor 
the  appointment  of  .All  the  persons  they  could  post- 
pone, not  acting  on  any  of  his  nominations,  or  on 
very  few.  Gen.  Jackson  did  not  nominate  Mr. 
Hughes,  and  when  the  question  of  the  boundary  was 
submitted  to  the  king  of  Holland,  as  umpire,  all 
knew  what  the  consequence  had  been.  Withoutsay- 
ing  a  vvord  to  the  disparagement  of  the  minister 
sent,  Mr.  A.  would  only  remark  that  he  was  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  language,  and  of  course  his 
personal  intercourse  at  the  court  must  have  been 
very  narrow  and  confined;  and  he  had  not,  in  the  per- 
sonal feelings  of  the  king,  that  powerful  source  of 
influence  which  Mr.  Hughes  might  have  wielded  for 
the  benefit  of  this  country  at  that  important  juncture. 

Mr.  A.  reminded  the  house  that  he  had  manifest- 
ed a  disposition  to  reduce  the  number  of  our  mis- 
sions abroad;  but,  after  a  conference  between  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs  and  the  secretary  of 
state,  they  had  concluded  to  support  the  estimates 
from  the  department  without  reduction.  The  ex- 
penditures for  foreign  intercourse  were  among  tho.se 
which  had  experienced  the  least  increase  of  any 
from  the  foundation  of  the  government  till  now. 
The  salaries  were  the  same  that  they  had  bven  since 
l7Jd.  The  universal  experience  of  all  engaged  in 
foreign  service  was  that  the  allowance  was  too 
small;  it  placed  our  ministers   abroad  on   a  footing 
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practically  inferior  to  those  with  whom  they  had 
constantly  to  associate.  So  impressed  had  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs  been  with  this  fact,  that 
they  had  introduced  a  bill  increasing  the  salaries  of 
ministers  abroad  50  per  cent,  or  more. 

The  effect  of  the  present  system  was,  either  that 
ministers  left  their  post  and  returned  home  to  re- 
cruit their  circumstances,  and,  if  so,  more  outfits 
had  to  be  paid,  or  that  the  appointments  wore  held 
only  by  men  of  fortime  who  could  afford  to  expend 
the  requisite  amount,  to  i-ender  them  respected,  out 
of  their  personal  purse. 

Mr.  Junes,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  amendment. 
As  to  the  force  of  precedent,  that,  it  appeared  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman's  own  statement,  went  both 
ways.  In  his  own  case,  under  Washington,  but  half 
the  outfit  bad  been  allowed,  and  this  continued  down 
to  the  days  of  Jefferson;  since  then  the  practice  had 
been  the  other  way.  Now  the  house  could  not  be 
gorerned  by  precedent  both  ways. 
.  Mr.  Holnus  supported  the  amendment.  Constituted 
as  the  society  of  courts  was  known  to  be,  an  important 
negotiation  might  be  frustrated  for  want  of  the 
means  to  give  those  entertainments,  and  perform 
those  other  influential  acts,  which  were  in  use  by 
others.  There  was  much  in  the  appearance  of  a 
minister;  much  was  done  at  the  dinner  table  to- 
wards augmenting  his  influence.  Let  not  gentlemen 
smile  at  such  an  assertion.  Mr.  H.  would  refer  them 
to  the  highest  of  all  authority  in  such  a  case — that 
of  Napoleon  himself,  to  whom  Qambaceres  had  re- 
presented the  necessity  of  money  "to  give  plenty  of 
feasts,"  as  he  said;  and  the  emperor  saw  that  his 
shrewd  minister  was  in  the  right,  and,  though  he 
laughed  at  such  a  picture  of  poor  human  nature,  he 
granted  the  money.  When  we  were  going  to  send 
representatives  of  our  interests  to  the  courts  of  Eu- 
rope, should  we  stand  for  so  paltry  a  sum  as  $2,250.' 
Mr.  H.  was  for  economy,  but  not  such  twopenny 
economy  as  this. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and 
the  ho\ise  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Mat  12.  Mr.  Bcardman,  of  Connec- 
ticut, reported  from  the  select  committee  on  longi- 
tude a  bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
ascertain  the  longitudes  of  the  capitol  and  other  im- 
portant places  in  the  United  States. 

The  bill  accompany  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff"  was  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  FlUmore  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Tlie  house  then  resumed  in  committee  the  conside- 
ration of  the  appropriation  bill,  and  the  item  cutting 
down  to  a  half  outfit  tiie  appropriation  for  a  minis- 
ter Netherlands. 

Mr.  IngersoU,  said  that  the  only  possible  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  the  amendment  must  be  found  in  a  very 
strict  construction  of  an  act  of  J810,  which  make  its 
liwful  to  allow  an  outfit  to  a  minister  or  charge  going 
from  the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country.  He 
thought  there  was  enough  to  overcome  this  strict 
construction.  We  have  settled  precedent  and  autho- 
rity for  that  object.  A  uniform  practice  of  forty 
years  is  testified  to  by  a  gentleman  who,  during  that 
])eriod,  has  had  more  extensive  acquaintance  with 
the  history  of  the  government  than  any  other  man 
living.  He  docs  not,  indeed,  carry  us  back  to  the 
reign  of  the  first  Richard,  but  he  reaches  a  time,  to 
the  contrary  of  which,  as  the  lawyers  say,  memory 
dolh  not  run.  We  have,  however,  what  is  better 
than  official  sanction  and  precedent  combined,  with- 
out which  precedent  and  official  sanction  ought  not 
perhaps  to  prevail — we  have  sound  reason  and  jus- 
tice in  favor  of  the  motion.  It  is  not  easy  to  under- 
stand, upon  any  principle,  why  a  distinction  should 
be  made  between  the  case  of  a  person  removed  from 
one  court  to  another  and  that  of  a  person  originally 
appointed  while  at  home.  The  breaking  up  of  one 
establishment  and  the  forming  of  another  are  proba- 
bly almost  equally  expensive.  If  the  person  appoint- 
ed is  to  be  conveyed  in  a  government  vessel,  with  all 
his  household,  directly  to  the  place  of  mission,  the 
cost  would  probably  be  less  when  he  goes  from  his 
own  country  than  when  he  journeys  at  his  own  ex- 
pense from  the  extreme  north  to  a  southern  or  cen- 
tral European  court.  I?\it  the  truth  is,  that  an  outfit 
is  not  exactly  estimated  by  the  precise  exigencies  of 
the  removal.  It  is  merely  a  small  addition  to  com- 
j)ensation,  which  altogether  is  confessedly  inadequate. 
The  proper  use  of  it  depends  upon  the  individual. 
Outfits  are  said  to  be  sometimes  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  old  debts,  or  laid  by  for  future  expenditure. 
In  such  cases  they  are  not  well  bestowed.  Some- 
times, however,  they  are,  as  they  have  been  by  the 
gentleman  appointed  to  the  Hague,  devoted,  together 
with  the  modicum  of  salai^  which  follows  them,  with 
a  liberal  hospitality,  to  the  cultivation  of  social  inter- 
course, and  to  the  protection  and  benefit  of  the  coun- 
trymen who  may  need  it  of  tiicir  diplomatic  reprc- 
scntajlive.     He  must  be  a  rigid  economist  who  is  able 


to  do  this  without  encroaching  upon  his  private  re- 
sources if  he  has  any,  or  running  into  debt  if  be  has 
not.  The  present  minister  in  France  and  the  late 
minister  in  England  are  instances,  in  many,  of  libe- 
ral expenditures  far  beyond  an  official  income  double 
that  of  the  incumbency  now  contemplated. 

But  the  government  chooses  to  remove  a  gentle- 
man, after  twelve  years  of  faithful  and  well-appre- 
ciated services  at  one  court,  to  another  where  his  ex- 
perience, talents,  and  general  acquaintance  will  be 
more  useful.  In  other  words,  the  government  re- 
quires his  services  in  a  different  sphere.  Shall  it  not 
make  him  the  mere  usual  allowances  for  the  change.' 
Why  not?  His  merits  have  been  tried  and  approved. 
The  new  appointment  demonstrates  this.  If  it  did 
not,  the  repeated  testimony  given  on  this  floor  by  the 
gentleman  who  in  another  place,  and  with  the  power 
of  appointment  in  his  hands,  once  gave  unequivocal 
evulence  of  the  sincerity  of  his  unchanged  convictions 
by  actually  nominating  this  same  gentleman  to  a  post 
of  higher  dignity  and  peculiar  resposibiUty,  would  be 
entitled  to  the  fullest  confidence.  Without  this 
powerful  and  authentic  proof,  the  archives  of  seve- 
ral successive  administrations  might  be  vouched  for 
abundant  records  of  bis  assiduity  and  success.  Per- 
fectly familiar  witli  the  universal  language  of  conti- 
nental Europe,  acquainted  with  the  leading  men  in 
nearly  every  country-from  the  North  sea  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, habituated  to  the  usages  of  European 
society,  accomplished  in  his  manners  and  steadfast  in 
his  principles,  his  services  have  been  for  a  long  series 
of  years  of  the  highest  value.  He  has  frequented 
courts  without  being  dazzled  by  their  splendor.  He 
has  cultivated  the  most  exalted  associations  without 
yielding  a  jot  of  his  manliness  of  character,  and  he 
has  commanded  respect  by  maintaining  at  all  places 
and  on  all  occasions  his  own  uprightness  and  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  his  country.  In  the  central  po- 
sition to  which  it  is  the  design  and  the  desire  of  the 
administration  to  remove  him,  his  peculiar  qualities 
will  be  of  peculiar  value;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  extremely  moderate  behest  of  an  ordinary  outfit 
will  not  be  denied  him. 

The  motion  of  iMr.  .IJmns  was  then  decided  by 
ayes  67,  nays  63.  So  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  senate  was  adopted. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate,  inserting  "for  con- 
tingent expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad,  $30,000," 
being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  adding,  "and  for  compensation  to 
commercial  agents  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 
§5,000.  Mr.  W.  said  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Colonization  Society  during  the  last  week  was  the 
basis  upon  which  he  would  found  his  argument  in 
support  of  the  amendment.  These  proceedings  be- 
ing already  before  the  country,  be  did  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  trespass  upon  the  committee. 

Mr.  Undei-wood  said  that  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Colonization  Convention,  which  had  just  terminated. 
Dr.  Hall,  a  gentleman  of  fine  reputation,  who,  as 
agent  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  was  instrumental  in 
planting  lier  colony  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  had  given 
very  important  information  in  respect  to  the  trade 
carried  on  with  the  natives.  It  was  an  increasing 
trade,  and  destined  to  become  a  very  important  one 
not  only  to  this  country  but  the  whole  world.  The 
English  perceived  the  advantages  likly  to  result  from 
it,  and  were  making  efforts  to  engross  it.  Their  expe- 
dition up  the  Niger  had  in  view  commercial  opera- 
tions. The  British  system  gave  their  traders  great 
advantage  over  ours.  Their  ships  and  their  com- 
mercial agents  were  constantly  upon  the  coast;  ours 
were  never  seen.  British  traders  were  in  the  habit 
of  depositing  cargoes  upon  credit,  receiving  a  stipu- 
lation from  the  king  or  headman  of  the  trade  that  it 
should  be  paid  for  in  six  or  twelve  months.  Such 
engagements  were  punctually  complied  with  at  the 
the  end  of  the  time;  when  the  ship  returned,  left 
another  cargo  upon  a  like  engagement,  and  received 
the  palm  oil,  gold  dust,  and  ivory  in  payment  of  the 
first.  This  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  natives  vras 
secured  through  commercial  agents  and  their  men- 
of-war  upon  the  coast.  In  consequence  of  America 
having  no  commercial  agents  there,  and  hcrnational 
ships  being  scarcely  or  never  seen,  the  rights  of 
their  traders  were  not  respected.  They  were  afraid 
to  deal  with  the  natives  upon  credit;  were  confined 
in  their  operations  to  a  very  limited  exchange  of  ar- 
ticles: and  saw  the  trade  passing  into  the  hands  of 
their  rivals  in  consequence  of  government  protection. 
The  great  articles  of  necessity  which  entered  into 
the  African  trade  were  productions  of  the  U.  States, 
and  could  be  furnished  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  those 
of  a  similar  kind  supplied  by  English  traders.  Eng- 
lishmen v.'ere  dependent  on  the  productions  of  the 
United  States  for  a  supply  of  those  articles  which 
enabled  them  to  cany  on  their  trade  with  the  Af- 
rican tribes.  No  trader  could  do  any  thing  in  Af- 
rica without  the  articles  of  tobacco,  gunpowder  and 
coarse  cotton  goods.     The  first  of  these  was  a  great 


American  staple,  and  a  cargo  composed  of  the  whole 
could  be  sent  from  the  U.  States  to  Africa  cheaper 
than  from  England. 

Mr.  U.  trusted  the  amendment  would  prevail,  and 
that  the  g.jvernment  would  take  measures  to  place 
their  traders  upon  a  footing  equally  favorable  with 
those  of  Great  Britain.  If  the  slave  trade  was  to  be 
arrested,  it  must  be  done  by  sending.and  exchanging 
such  articles  as  the  negro  wants  for  the  productions 
of  the  soil  and  forests  of  his  own  country;  by  teaching 
him  that  he  can  supply  the  coarse  necessaries  of  life 
which  are  all  that  he  aspires  to  obtain,  by  giving 
some  commodity  in  exchange  for  them  other  than  a 
human  being.  The  savage  barbarians  of  that  ill- 
fated  continent  make  war  upon  each  other,  more  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  articles  of  dress  and  other 
productionsof  civilized  countries  than  for  any  scheme 
of  policy,  of  conquest,  or  of  glory.  Let  them  supply 
the  wants  of  their  rude  and  uncultivated  natures  by 
•teaching  them  to  trade  in  something  besides  their 
own  flesh  and  blood,  and  the  horrid  slave  trade  will 
terminate,  and  not  until  then. 

Thereupon  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  M'ise  was  agreed  to. 

After  discussing  other  items,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  and  its  amendments  to  the  house. 
The  house  then  concurred  in  the  amendment  for  a 
full  outfit  to  the  charge  of  Holland  by  a  vote  of  88  to 
72,  and  also  concurred  in  all  the  amendments  report- 
ed. 

Mr.  JVise  reported  a  communication  addressed  to 
him  on  the  subject  of  the  defences  of  the  gulf  of 
Mexico;  also  a  letter  from  Colonel  Henderson,  in  re- 
lation to  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  marine  corps, 
Both  were  referred.     The  house  then  adjourned 

Friday,  May  13.  Mr.  Tripletl,  on  leave  given, 
offered  tlie  following  resolution: 

Resdved,  That  the  subject  of  providing  for  the  coi 
tingcnt  expenses  of  the  foreign  intercourse  of  thi 
government  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to  th^ 
committee  on  foreign  aff*airs,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise  as  soon  as  may  be. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 
Mr.  FiUinore  rose  and  said  that  he  had  received 
communications  from  the  navy  and  the  war  depart- 
ments, stating  that  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
for  both  these  departments  v/as  exhausted;  and,  ac-  ' 
cording  to  the  latest  information  received  from  the 
navy  department,  on  the  25th  of  April,  it  appeared 
that  drafts  on  that  department  had  been  protested. 
I  Under  these  circumstances  he  felt  bound  to  ask  the. 
1  house  to  take  up  the  naval  appropriation  bill.     For 
j  that  purpose,  he  moved  that  the  house  now  resolve 
I  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
1  the  union. 

I  The  house  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee and  took  up  the  bill  for  naval  appropriations, 
(Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  in  the  chair.) 

A  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  JMciriwcidher,  of  Geo. 
I  to  reduce  the  appropriations  about  one  million  of 
j  dollars.  Mr.  M.  gave  his  reasons  very  briefly  for  re- 
!  ducing  the  amount  proposed.  They  were  that  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  this  year  exceeded 
!  those  of  any  former  years. 

I  Mr.  Jclimou  complained  that  the  revenue  hill  was 
'  not  considered  before  these  appropriation  bills,  and 
seemed  to  impute  blame  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  for  not  demanding,  action  first  upon  the 
[revenue  measure,  in  order  that  the  house  might  un- 
derstand what  would  be  the  means  to  base  the  ex- 
penditure upon. 

I  Mr.  Fillmore  vindicated  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  from  the  charges  of  delay.  They  had 
[Only  received  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury on  Monday  last,  and  that  report  W'as  far  from 
full.  More  was  to  come,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  exerting  himself  to  get  the  proper  in- 
formation before  congress.  The  embarrassments  of 
;  the  government  and  of  the  treasury  had  left  the  head 
I  of  the  department  no  time  to  give  the  house  the  in- 
'  formation  required.  The  subject  of  the  tariff',  inore- 
I  over,  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  on  manu- 
faetiires;  they  had  reported  a  bill  and  were  anxious 
to  have  the  house  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  7^i//mojc  said  also  that  the  tariff  could  not  be 
considered  before  the  army  and  navy  bills.  These 
bills  made  provisions  for  past  expenditures  and  for 
protested  drafts.  These  two  bills  ought  not  to  con- 
sume more  than  one  week,  and  he  hoped  the  house 
would  then  take  up  the  tarilf  bill  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  there  was  fault  somewhere  and 
he  was  glad  the  subject  had  been  referred  to  in  order 
that  the  attention  of  the  country  might  bo  turned 
to  it. 

Mr.  TiUinghast,  of  Rho(fc  Island,  vindicated  the 
committee  of  manufactures  from  imputations  of  do- 
lay,  and  declared  that  they  had  been  most  industri- 
ously employed  early  and  late.  Sis  weeks  since 
Ihcy  had  reported  to  the  house,  and  their  bill  was 
now  before  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
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Mr.  Johnson  insisted  tliat  this  hill  was  one  of  pro- 1  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  its  expenditure;  showing 
tection,  and  the  committee  of  wajs  and  means  should  whether  said  sum  was  char!!;eable  to,  or  was  chara;- 
report  one  of  revenue.  ed  to,  the  territory  of  Wiskonsan,  or  to   James  D. 

We  should  have  had  a  revenue  bill  from  the  com-  [  Doty;  whether  said  Uoty  was  accountable  for  said 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  long  ago.  He  protested  '  money  to  the  United  States  or  to  said  territory;  and 
against  heavy  appropriations,  without  some  revenue  ;  if  the  former,  then  that  the  said  secretary  commu- 
bill  in  advance.  He  judged  from  the  remarks  of  the  j  nicate  to  the  house  all  settlements  which  may  at  any 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Merrmdher),  that ;  time  have  been  made  with  the  said  Doty  relating  to 
he  would  be  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  if  provision  j  the  expenditure  of  said  forty  thousand  dollars,  or 
■were  made  in  it  for  a  dry  dock  at  the  south.     (iVIr.    any  part  thereof;  together  with  certified  copies  of  all 


M.  said  that  mere  local  considerations  should  not  in- 
fluence his  vote.) 

Mr.  Johnson  would  vote  with  cheerfulness  for  the 
establishment  of  a  dry  dock  in  some  portion  of  the 
south,  whether  in  Georgia,  Florida,  South  Carolina, 


vouchers  or  other  papers  in  anywise  connected  with 
such  settlements. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  the  latter  part  of  the 
preamble  from  the  words  "who  has  denied"  to  the 
word  "balance"  was  struck  out  and  the  question  be^ 


Alabama  or  Mississippi.  He  should  leave  it  to  the  i  ing  upon  adopting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Mams  moved 
wisdom  of  those  who  had  charge  of  the  subject,  to  !  to  lay  it  upom  the  table.  Negatived;  yeas  56,  nays 
select  the  most  judicious  and  eligible  situation.  If  i  li2S.  The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
no  other  gentleman  moved  an  amendment  for  this  The  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  was  then  received 
purpose,  he  should  make  the  motion.  That  such  an  ■  from  the  senate  msisting  on  certain  amendments  to 
establishment  was  important,  was  obvious  to  those  i  (vhich  the  house  had  disagreed.  After  consideration 
who  had  given  the  subject  the  most  careful  conside-  j  the  house  again  insisted  on  their  amendment  appro- 
ration.  A  gentleman  now  in  his  eye,  who  was  well  !  priating  $50,000  for  the  Boston  custom  house  which 
acquainted  with  the  sudject,  informed  him  that  around    the  senate  had  increased  to  §100,000,  also  insisted  on 


the  coast  of  Florida  tliere  was  not  any  harbor  into 
which  our  vessels  could  enter  to  avoid  a  storm  or 
the  perils  of  the  deep.  He  referred,  as  influencing 
his  mind  to  the  support  of  this  measure,  to  the  rea 


disagreeing  to  the  appropriation  of  §23,000  for  com- 
pleting the  New  York  custom  house;  receded  from 
the  appropriation  of  §5,000  for  a  commercial  agent 
the  coast  of  Africa,  to  which  the  senate  had  disa- 


son  given   by    the  gentleman    from    Virginia,    (Mr.  j  greed,  and  then   appointed  a  committee  of  three  to 


Wise),  that  the  British  government  had  changed  their 
great  naval  depot  from  Halifax  to  Bermuda,  where 
they  were  now  employing  a  vast  force,  and  making 
it  a  perfect  Gibraltar,  within  forty-eight  hours  run 
of  our  southern  Atlantic  cilies.  He  would  have  that 
coast  strongly  defended;  not  that  he  apprehended  there 
was  immediate  cause  of  alarm  as  to  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, but  for  the  purpose  of  being  prepared  to  meet 
the  hour  of  peril  and  danger  when  it  should  come. 
For  the  dignity  of  our  nation,  and  for  facilitating 
negotiations  in  times  of  peace,  it  was  necessary  that 
our  southern  coast  should  be  well  secured.  In  voting 
for  this  bill,  he  did  it  with  a  belief  that  some  wise 
system  of  revenue  would  be  brought  forward  early, 
and  carried  through  successfully.  He  did  not  mean 
to  be  very  critical,  but  his  object  in  reference  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  was  to  stimulate  their 
energies  a  little  to  bring  forward  a  bill  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  general  system  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Cooper  made  a  few  remarks  indicative  of  his 
intention  to  oppose  the  vastly  increasing  expenditures 
in  this,  amongst  other  items  of  the  government  ac- 
courit^an  expenditure  he  said,  which  was  rapidly 
progressing  to  a  point  exceeding  any  in  the  history 
of  the  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J:'hn  T.  .Mason,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Mat  U.  The  speaker  announced  the 
following  select  committee,  (ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  77wui;)son,  of  Indiana),  on  "the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  finishing  and  furnishing  the  New  York 
custom  house;"  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Sttiarl, 
of  Virginia,  Mr.  Oii'sifi/,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  rm-iiei/,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Shields,  of  Alabama. 

A  resolution  of  inquiry  offered  by  Mr.  Graham, 
was  adopted  designed  to  procure  a  more  equal  ap- 
pointment of  midshipmen,  and  naval  officers,  by  giv- 
ing the  appointment  to  those  belonging  to  the  several 
states  according  to  their  several  claims,  based  upon 
their  population. 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Wiskonsan,  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  congress,  approved  April  20, 
1836,  entitled  "an  act  establishing  the  territorial  go- 
vernment of  Wiskonsan,"  it  was  provided  that  twenty 
thousand  dollars  be  given  to  the  said  territory,  which 
shall  be  applied  by  the  government  and  legislative 
assembly  to  defray  the  expenses  of  erecting  public 
buildings  at  the  seat  of  government:  and  by  the  act 
of  congress,  approved  June  18,  IS.'JS,  the  further  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  completing  the  public  build- 
ings aforesaid:  ./Jiid  tohereas,  the  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars so  appropriated  by  congress  was  paid  over  to 
James  D.  Doty,  as  a  treasury  of  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  legislature  of  the  territory 
to  superintend  the  erection  of  said  public  buildings, 
who  has  denied  all  authority  on  the  part  of  said  ter- 
ritory to  require  him,  the  said  Doty,  to  account  to 
said  territory  for  the  unexpended  portion  of  the  mo- 
ney so  appropriated   by  congress,  and  claims   to  be 


confer  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

MoxBAY,  Mat,  16.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Levy,  the 
house  took  up  the  message  of  tiie  president  of  the 
United  States  (page  174,)  on  the  subject  of  the  ter- 
mination of  active  operation  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Levy  addressed  the  house,  and  protested  against 
the  course  proposed  in  the  message  as  abandonin 
the  object  of  the  seven  years  struggle,  and  leaving 
the  country  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  also 
against  the  cry  of  peace  when  there  was  no  peace. 
He  thought  the  purpose  of  the  message  was  to  make 
a  grand  flourish  and  announcement  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  The  plan,  the  message  proposes 
had  been  communicated  officially  to  him  by  the  war 
department  in  a  letter  dated  April  26.  The  instruc- 
tions of  the  secretary  to  the  commanding  general, 
and  the  message  had  for  their  basis  a  recommenda- 
tion of  Col.  Worth,  dated  14th  Feb.  ult.  That  re- 
commendation was  at  that  time  deliberated  upon  and 
rejected.  Why  then  this  change  of  purpose  now? 
Mr.  L.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the  Indians  still 
infested  nearly  every  part  of  Florida,  and  had  during 
the  last  month  committed  numerous  outrages  at  spots 
remote  from  each  other.  Mr.  L.  was  opposed  to 
leaving  them  quietly  in  the  country,  and  to  the  mea- 
sures recommended  by  the  message. 

Mr.  Cushlng  disclaimed  against  dignifying  the  hos- 
tilities in  Florida,  with  the  appellation  of  a  war. 

Mr.  Levy  stated  that  the  attorney  general  pro- 
nounced it  a  war  on  a  demand  made  by  Gen.  Jesup, 
in  1837. 

Mr.  Cushing  vindicated  the  president's  message, 
and  pointed  out  what  it  did  recommend  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Florida.  It  was  but  a  selection  of  mea- 
sures different  from  those  the  gentleman  would  re- 
commend, but  having  the  same  object  in  view. 

The  message  was  then  referred  to  the  committee 
on  territories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  then  made  a  report,  and  by  a  vote  of 
99  to  77,  adopted  the  compromise  of  §75,000  for  the 
Boston  custom  house,  also  §28,000  for  the  N.  York 
custom  house. 

The  house  then  resumed  in  committee  the  consi- 
deration of  the  naval  appropriation  bill. 

When  the  committee  rose  on  Friday  evening,  item 
No.  1,  was  under  consideration,  in  the  following 
words: 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty 
officers  and  seamen,  §3,195,432  23." 

Which  said  item  Mr.  Meriwelker  had  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  "§3,195,432  23,"  and  insert- 
ing "§2,335,000."  And  the  pending  question  was 
on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Habersham  advocated  the  propriety  of  having 
a  home  squadron;  steam  batteries  were  particularly 
needed  from  Charleston  to  St.  Jlary's,  where  there 
was  but  a  single  fortification. 

Mr.  Reynolds  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  necessity 
of  a  home  squadron.  He  considered  it  a  humbug. 
His  friend  said  this  was  wanting  for  defence.  For 
defence.'     Against  whom.'  against   England?    Why, 


accountable  only  to  the  treasury  of  the   U.  Slates,    there  was  no  danger  of  any  war  with  England:  no- 


with  which  he  pretends  to  have  settled  for  said  mo 
ney,  and  to  have  deposited  a  balance;  now,  therefore, 
Resolved,  That  the  sacretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  comniuiiicale  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives all  the  information  in  his  possession  touching 
the  payment  to  J^mes  D.  Doty  of  the  said  sum  of 


body  thought  of  such  a  thing.  And  as  to  a  few  pi- 
rates, he  supposed  his  friend  would  not  insist  that  a 
squadron,  with  so  many  men,  and  such  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels,  was  to  be  kept  up  and  paid  to  defend 
that  individuars  constituents  against  a  half  dozen  or 
so  of  pirates.    There  was  nothing   to  defend  them 


against.  To  be  sure,  if  the  nation  was  at  war,  we 
should  want  a  home  squadron  and  a  foreign  squadron 
too;  but  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the  world  save 
some  seventy  or  eighty  Seminole  Indians,  and  the 
pirates  so  much  dreaded  by  that  honorable  individual 
were  not  very  numerous  or  very  formidable  lie  be- 
lieved. That  worthy  individual  he  was  sure  was  not 
afraid  of  them.  He  slept  every  night  with  his  doors 
open,  and  did  not  dread  their  attacks  seemingly  at 
all.  The  honorable  gentlemen  from  Georgia  was  at 
perfect  peace  wilh  all  creation.  Was  the  gentle- 
man afraid  of  the  Seminoles?  The  war  with  them 
it  seemed  was  over;  or  at  least  there  was  no  contest 
but  that  between  the  president  and  the  delegate 
from  Florida. 

The  honorable  gentleman  then  noticed  the  fact, 
and  he  said  he  was  sorry  to  do  so,  not  on  his  own  ac- 
count so  much  as  on  that  of  his  constituents,  that 
the  apprentices  in  our  navy  were  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion that  they  could  not  rise  out  of,  do  what  they 
would.  His  constituents  never  would  consent  to 
such  a  thing  as  this.  It  was  like  the  practice  in  the 
army  about  West  Point — the  cadets  got  all  the  ap- 
pointments. Was  this  according  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  constitution,  which  declared  that  all  men  were 
born  free  and  equal?  Some  might  think  that  these 
apprentices  were  but  a  small  subject  for  a  speech, 
but  they  were  a  small  subject  he  was  proud  to  speak 
about;  and  he  was  proud,  too,  that  a  colleague  of  his 
had  introduced  a  resolution  giving  an  equal  chance 
in  the  navy  to  all  the  states.  It  might  be  right  enough 
to  put  in  poor  boys  as  apprentices  in  the  navy;  but, 
because  they  were  poor  lads,  were  they  to  be  put  in 
a  situation  out  of  which,  be  their  merit  ever  so 
great,  they  could  not  rise  all  their  lives?  Ought  not 
all  persons  in  public  service  to  be  permitted  to  rise 
by  merit?  To  be  sure  they  ought.  Many  of  the  ho- 
norable and  worthy  friends  whom  he  saw  round  him 
in  that  bouse  had  risen  by  merit  from  comparatively 
obscure  situations.  To  refuse  sailors  the  same  right 
would  be  apt  to  introduce  among  them  a  kind  of  ug- 
ly feeling.  They  all  felt  a  little  ugly  themselves 
when  they  were  defeated  at  an  election,  and  some- 
thing of  the  same  feeling  might  be  in  the  breast  of 
these  poor  apprentice  hoys. 

Then  there  was  another  thing  which  ought  to  bo 
looked  into,  and  that  was,  the  correction  of  some  of 
the  doings  of  our  navy  board. 

After  adverting  to  that  subject,  Mr.  R.  yielded, 
and  the  committee  rose.  A  message  was  then  re- 
ceived from  the  senate  announcing  its  concurrence 
in  the  appropriation  bill,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesdat,  Mat  17.  Mr.  W.  C.  Jb/iiison  submitted  a 
resolution  providing  for  a  final  adjournment  on  the 
15lh  June  next.  By  a  vote  of  94  to  56,  the  house 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  consider  it. 

The  house  then  resumed  in  committee  (Mr.  Clif- 
ford, of  Maine  in  the  chair,)  the  bill  on  naval  appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Illinois,  was  opposed  to  the  ap- 
propriations recommended. 

Mr.  .Wi/Zori/ advocated  liberal  expenditures  for  the 
navy,  and  vindicated  his  state  (Virginia)  from  the  im- 
putation of  having  an  undue  proportion  of  the  offices 
in  the  army  and  navy. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  Triplett,  (who 
was  in  favor  of  a  reform  in  the  organization  of  the 
naval  department,  of  increasing  the  seaman's  wages, 
and  opposed  to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,) 
and  by  Mr.  dishing. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ITise  the  committee  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  a  bill  authorising  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  board  for  the  preparation  of  rules 
and  laws  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
navy,  a:id  after  sometime  discussing  the  same,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesdat,  May  18.  The  house  resumed  in 
committee  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  navy. 

Mr.  Sprigg  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment  and 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  was  willing  to  vote  for  the 
bill  but  would  be  unwilling  to  see  appropriations 
increased  farther  as  they  had  been  tlie  few  past 
years.  It  would  involve  an  expense  and  tax  beyond 
what  he  would  be  willing  to  see  the  people  pay.  He 
dissented  from  the  project  of  the  secretary  of  in- 
creasing the  navy  to  half  that  of  the  largest  power 
of  Europe. 

[A  communication  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent announcing  his  signature  to  the  btU  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  government.] 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  farther  discussed 
by  Messrs.  Everett,  Gwinn,  Mason,  Pendleton,  Gamble 
and  Fillmore,  and  the  committee  rose  and 

The  house  adjourned. 
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Abolition  AND  DISUNION.  The  N.  Y-  Journal  °' '.only  forty  Uvea  to  reiarn. 
Commerce  of  Tuesday  says:  "The  American  anti- 
slavery  society,  at  their  business  meeting  in  this  cily 
last  week,  had  under  discussion  the  expediency  of 
dissolving  the  Union  in  case  they  could  not  succeed 
in  abolishing  slavery.  The  subject  was  finally  laid 
on  the  table." 

IN  Affgtianistas.     The  "Hand- 


DE.iTHs.  The  36th  regiment,  which  embarked  for 
England,  a  few  days  since,  at  St.  John,  N.  B.,  has 
been  absent  from  home  twelve  years,  and  out  of  700 
vho  constituted  the  regiment  when  it  left  England, 


Los 


published    in    October,  1840,  says 


Emigrants.  To  New  York  in  April  1841,  were 
3,307;  in  April  1842,  6,952. 

Georgia.  Sumptcr  comity.  The  Columbus  Times 
of  6th  inst.  reports  a  lawless  outbreak  on  the  2d 
inst.  in  Sumpter  county,  at  the  meeting  of  the  supe- 
rior court.  A  crowd  destroyed  the  court  papers, 
forcibly  carried   off  the   deputy  sheriff,   prevented 


"from  the  commencement  of  the  Affaghanistan  cam-,  public  sales,  but  failed  to   prevent  the  judge  from 

paign  in  1838,  to  the  present  time,  the  number  kill-  ;  holding  his  court. 

ed.stolen  or  strayed,  is  somewhat  beyond   fifty-five        Holmes.     In  the  U.  S.  circuit  court  at  Philadel- 

thousand.     The  average  value  of  each  may  be  taken  !  pj^;^^  ^j^^   Holmes  was  sentenced  to  fine  of  $20,  and 

at   eighty  rupees,  which    makes  this  single  item  of  ,  j^  ^^^^^  ^^.^^^  -^  penitentiary  6  months. 

war  expenditure  above   forty-five  lacs  of  rupees,  or 


pen 

Capt.  Andrew  Lewis.  The  Cincinnati  Gazette 
mentions  that  the  remains  of  Captain  Andrew  Lew- 
is, late  of  the  3d  regiment  of  U.  S.  infantry,  were 
interred  with  military  and  masonic  honors  on  the 
3d  instant,  at  Newport,  Kentucky. 

„,  ,       ,  .     ,       ,  .  ,   !      Iowa  newspapers.     There  are  now  published  in 

AftrEDi-cT.     TheLowerMohawkaquediict,  wbichlj^g   territory   of  Iowa,  nine  weekly  newspapers.— 

conveys  the  Erie  canal  across    the    Mohawk,  a  lew  ,  .p^^,  ^^^^^^  ^^j^^^^  ^^f  ,^,^,g,j,        ^^.^^         jjj.^  pu,j]J5,j. 

miles  from  Albany,  is  said  to  be  the  largest  in  Ame-  I  ^^  j^^  ^^_^^  territory  of  Wisconsan.  [S, 

rica.     It  stands  on  twenty-six  arches,  each  thirty-  ' 


four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds." 

Artists.  The  American  residents  at  Rome,  and 
visiters  in  that  city,-  have  subscribed  the  sum  of  20 
thousand  dollars  to  constitute  a  fund  for  establish- 
ment of  a  school  for  American  artists. 


seven  and  a  half  feet  span.  The  entire  length  is 
1,140  feet;  breadth  forty  feet.  It  was  finished  on  the 
SOthult.  and  cost  $315,000. 

Canadas.  The  parliament  of  the  province  of  Ca- 
nada has  been  further  prorogued  to  the  18th  of  June, 
but  not  to  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business,  so  that 
the  prorogation  will  be  continued 


Naval.  The  Vandalia,  sloop  of  war,  commander 
Ramsey,  sailed  from  Norfolk  for  the  coast  of  Africa 
on  13th  inst, 

Lt.  George  Adams  has  been  suspended  for  two 
years  on  the  charges  lately  preferred  against  him 

New  Jersey.     The  Van  Buren  democratic  state 
vention,  which  was  to  have   taken  place  at  Tren 


Mr  Ohv  by  invitation  of  the  citizens  of  Lexing-  '  ton,  early  in  June  ne.xt,  has  been  postponed  until  the 
ton.  Ken.,  will   partake  of  a  public  dinner  at  that ,  7th  day  of  September  next, 
place  on  9lh  June  next.  The  fortifications  of  Paris.     These  stupendous 

Cotton  seed  for  India.  The  Savannah  Repub-  works  are  considerably  advanced.  The  wall  is  about 
lican  says,  "as  we  passed  along  the  wharf,  we  saw  |  thirty  feet  high.  In  front  is  aditch  fifteen  feet  deep, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  neat,  iron  bound  casks,  each  I  and  fifty  or  sixty  feet  wide.  The  earth  displaced  in 
of  wliich  would  contain  about  two  bushels,  going  on  I  digging  tlie  ditch  is  thrown  into  the  interior  of  the 
board  the  ship  Aurelius— and.  on  inquirv,  we  learn-  |  wall  and  forms  an  embankment  equal  to  it  in  height, 
cd  thev  all  contained  cotton  seed,  except  fifteen.  The  embankment  is  made  flat  at  the  top,  and  thus 
which  were  filled  with  unginned  Sea  Island  cotton,  i  furnishes  a  level  surface  giving  ample  room  for  plac- 
The  seed  was  both  Upland  and  Sea  Island;  and  the  ■  '"S  cannon  or  soldiers.  Independent  of  the  great 
shippers,  Messrs.  A.  Low  &  C".,  informed  us  that  it ,  wall,  there  are  several  detached  forts  on  various 
was  ordered  for  the  East  India  market;  it  would  be 
re-shipped  at  Liverpool — and  would  probably  be 
nearly  a  year  reaching  its  destination." 

Cotton  is  India.  The  report  of  the  agricultural 
society  of  India  had  made  its  appearance  just  prior 
to  the  despatch  of  the  journals  received  by  the  last 
overland  mail,  but  unaccompanied  by  the  papers 
which  are  read  at  the  usual  meetings,  and  which  il- 
lustrate the  progress  made  in  the  various  experiments 
of  cultiv.ation.  It  however,  states  that  the  chief  ob- 
jects which  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  socie- 
ty, during  the  year  1841,  were  the  condition  of  rice 
cultivation  in  IJengal,  and  the  benefits  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  introduction  of  Carolina  rice,  and  the 
interchange  of  the  Barasct  grain  with  other  districts 
of  Bengal;  the  establishment  of  hop  cultivation  in 
India,  and  the  proauction  of  ripe  hops  at  Bangalore; 
the  planting  of  limber  trees  throughout  the  north 
west  provinces;  and  the  receipt  and  distribution  of  a 
large  supply  of  American  cotton  seed,  to  the  extent 
of  .sO  maunds,  which  are  stated  to  have  been  de- 
spatched to  almost  every  district  in  Hindostan,as  well 
as  to  the  neighboring  countries.  At  the  nursery  ol 
the  society  the  greatest  attention  has  been  bestowed 
on  the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane,  of  which  41,400 
had  been  distributed  through  the  provinces,  the  aim 
being  the  raising  of  the  character  and  value  of  that 
product.  1*lie  society,  on  the  whole,  appears  to  be 
in  a  nourishing  condition,  and  the  native  members 
were  increasing;  the  ratio  at  present,  as  compared 
with  Europeans,  was,  however,  as  1  to  16. 

Immediately  below  the  abstract  of  the  report  of 
the  agricultural  society,  in  the  India  papers,  is  the 
account  of  the  failure  of  the  cotton  experiment  at 
Sural,  where  it  will  be  remembered  it  was  commenc- 
ed under  the  three  American  planters  whom  the 
court  of  directors  procured,  at  so  heavy  an  expense, 
in  order  to  improve  the  cotton  cultivation  of  India. 
Tlie  ill-success  attending  the  experiment  seems  to 
have  arisen  from  the  bad  management  of  the  general 
supcrintcndcnt.thcchicf  collector  of  the  district,  who 
appears  to  have  been  a  person  but  lilllc  adapted  for 
the  overlooking  of  an  experiment  so  important  in  its 
character,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  manufactures 
of  the  mother  country. 

Detatciies.  Alexis  Euslaphieve,  esqr.  consul 
general  from  Russia,  bearer  of  despatcl  es  to  Wash- 
ington, and  lady,  arrived  at  New  York  on  iVloiiday 
evening  in  the  ship  Quebec,  from  London. 


heights  around  the  city.     These  works  are  estimat- 
ed to  cost  four  hundred  millions  of  francs. 

Pessengers.  Among  the  passengers  who  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  5lh  inst,  was  the  hon.  W.  S. 
Murphy,  late  U.  S  charge  d'affaires  at  Guatemala. 

Mr.  M.  was  a  passenger  on  board  H.  M.  ship.  Il- 
lustrious, Adams,  and  was  taken  on  board  the  pack- 
et ship  Kentucky,  from  Boston  bound  to  N.  Orleans 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

PaisleT'Emigrants.  The  British  government  has 
ordered  two  large  sliips,  the  Dutchess  of  Argyle  and 
the  Lady  Giflbrd,  to  be  chartered  lor  the  Paisley  un- 
employed weavers,  to  sail  from  Greenock  for  New 
Zealand  about  the  beginning  of  June,  and  a  govern- 
ment agent  has  been  appointed  to  organize  the  expe- 
dition. [Son. 

The  Reeside  case.  In  the  case  of  James  Reeside 
vs.  the  United  Stales,  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial. 
Judge  Baldwin  gave  his  opinion,  overruling  the  mo- 
tion, and  directing  judgment  to  be  entered  on  the 
verdict.  The  sum  awarded  to  Mr.  Reeside  by  the 
verdict,  we  believe,  was  about  $188,000. 

Benjamin  Ratiieun.  Got.  Seward  of  N.  York 
has  a  second  time  refused  the  applications  urged  on 
him  for  the  pardon  of  this  individual. 

Rhode  Island  revolutionists.  The  ox^crt  ad!!! 
The  New  York  papers  of  Wednesday  evening,  IStli 
inst.  furnish  us  with  some  later  items  from  Provi- 
dence, than  are  contained  under  the  head  of  States 
of  the  Union. 

The  Providence  Journal  of  the  17th,  3  P.  M.  says, 
"Mr.  Dorr  remains  at  the  house  of  Barrington  An- 
thony. The  house  is  guarded  by  soldiers,  and  a  can- 
non IS  placed  by  the  side  of  it.  At  about  1  o'clock 
the  signal  of  alarm  was  given,  and  according  to  or- 
ders, some  two  or  three  hundred  men  assembled.  .\ 
portion  of  them  jvere  armed.  The  alarm  was  given 
in  consequence  of  a  report  that  the  sherifl'  was  about 
to  arrest  Dorr.  The  crowd  was  very  much  excited. 
Barrington  Anthony  addressed  them,  and  declared 
that  Dorr  should  never  be  taken  from  that  house 
alive.  A  voice  in  the  crowd  demanded  to  be  led  on 
to  the  attack  of  the  arsenal,  and  several  responded 
to  it;  but  the  orator  cautioned  them  against  commit- 
ting any  "overt  act." 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  the 
Dorr  parly  took  possession  of  two  four  pound  pieces  oj 


artillery  hclunging  to  the  state.  A  letter  dated  at  the 
Cadet  armory.  Providence,  6',  o'clock,  P.  M.  17th, 
published  in  the  N.  Y.  American,  says:  "We  are  in 
open  rebellion  here,  an  outbreak  is  expected  every 
moment.  I  am  drafted  in  the  Cadet  company.  The 
suffrage  military  have  just  taken  possession  of  the 
state's  cannon;  they  are  now  going  to  take  the  arse- 
nal. The  crisis  has  come.  We  are  aU  in  arms. — • 
No  time  to  write. 

I  am  at  the  cars — they  are  off  in  a  moment.  Just 
before  writing  this  I  was  in  the  private  council  of 
Governor  King;  there  is  a  list  of  1,000  men  who  have 
pledged  themselves  to  come  out  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice— they  arc  now  issuing  the  orders.  The  military 
are  coming  in  from  all  parts  of  the  state.  The  Dorr 
troops  are  collecting,  and  in  less  than  48  hours  the 
question  will  be  settled.  ' 

Bishop  Sodle,  representative  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  the  U.  States,  to  the  Wesleyan 
conference  which  assembles  in  London  next  month, 
left  on  14th  from  New  York. 

Silk.  The  amount  of  raw  silk  which  was  raised 
in  the  United  Slates  during  Ihe  last  year,  is  estimat- 
ed by  the  commissioner  of  patents  to  be  about 
30,000  pounds — -which,  at  $5  per  pound,  the  value 
which  is  placed  upon  it,  will  make  the  sum  of 
$150,000. 

Temper.ance.  The  Maryland  State  temperance 
convention  held  their  meeting  at  Baltimore  at  St. 
John's  church  during  the  past  week,  commencing 
their  session  on  Tuesday.  A  resolution  of  thanks- 
giving for  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  the  cause 
for  the  past  year  was  unanimously  adopted. 

In  New  Orleans  there  are  three  hundred  and 
twenty-three  grog  shops,  of  all  characters,  which 
pay  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  dollars 
for  licenses.  The  Bee  estimates  their  cost  to  the 
city  at  two  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
What  a  vast  amount  of  money  thrown  away. 

Texas.  Dates  to  May  3d,  have  been  received  at 
New  Orleans.  The  people  of  Yucatan,  it  is  stated, 
are  determined,  to  carry  on  the  war  against  Mexico, 
atevery  hazard, and  havegranted  extraordinary  pow- 
ers to  their  president  in  case  of  invasion.  Mr.  Lu- 
beck,  one  of  the  Santa  Fe  prisoners  who  escaped 
from  Mexico,  arrived  in  New  Orleans.  Santa  An-  j 
na,  the  story  goes,  has  embodied  35,000  troops  for  ' 
Texas  and  Yucatan,  and  purchased  two  merchant 
vessels  at  Yera  Cruz  for  transports.  The  money  for 
these  expenses  has  been  obtained  from  the  church; 
all  property  held  by  them  in  mort  nialn,  estimated  at 
$15,000,000,  having  been  given  to  Santa  Anna  to 
prosecute  the  war  against  Texas.  He  lias  also  made 
a  forced  loan  of  8.000  doubloons,  from  the  priests  of 
Puebla.  In  the  meantime,  the  war  movements  of 
Taxas  appear  to  have  come  to  a  stand  still,  though 
General  Houston,  it  is  stated,  is  firmly  bent  upon 
carrying  into  execution  his  designs  of  invading  Mexi- 
co. He  has  issued  a  proclamation,  repudiating  the 
agents  of  '  certain  committees  of  vigilance  and  safe- 
ty," who  are  employed  in  soliciting  contributions, 
and  desires  that  all  further  supples  for  Texas  may 
henceforth  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  government 
agents  and  reported  to  the  principal  Texas  agent  at 
New  Orleans,  with  duplicates  for  the  secretary  of 
war  at  Houston. 

Gen.  Houston  announces  to  the  committee  at  Gal- 
\eston,  that  he  is  engaged  in  organizing  an  expedi- 
tion against  Mexico.  Gen.  Hamilton,  in  a  letter 
published  in  the  last  Charleston  Mercury,  is  in  favor 
of  the  invasion — but  estimates  the  number  of  troops 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  object  at  about  25,000. 

Santa  Fe.  The  Western  Missourian  of  the  2.3d 
ult.  says:  "A  large  company  of  Americans  and  Span- 
iards is  now  encamped  near  this  town,  and  will  leave 
fur  Siinta  Fe  about  the  1st  Alay.  The  Americans 
arc  under  the  superintendence  of  Messrs.  Alvarez, 
(U.  S.  Consul,)  Wethered,  Kelley, and  Iloflman;  the 
Spaniards  under  that  of  seignors  .\rmigo,  Ortiero, 
and  Perea.  They  take  with  them,  over  $150,000 
worth  of  English  and  Eastern  coast  goods.  They 
have  62  wagons,  and  about  800  mules! 

"The  trade  has  been  opened  earlier  this  year  on 
account  of  the  forwardness  of  the  spring.  There  is 
now  an  abundance  of  pasture  to  be  obtained  on  the 
prairies  for  Ihe  mules." 

Virginia  legislature.  The  house  of  delegates 
will  stand,  84  Van  Burenites  and  50  wliigs — the  se- 
nate, 20  Van  Burenites,  and  12  whigs — Van  Buren 
m:ijority  on  joint  ballot,  42. 

The  HON.  Daniel  Webster  arrived  at  Boston  on 
Saturday  last. 

Wheat  crop  ok  1842.  News  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  present  the  most  flMlering  accounts  of 
its  luxuriance  and  promising  abundance. 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


The  steamship  Acadia  left  Liverpool  the  4th,  and 
arrived  at  Boston  on  the  91st  inst.  The  dates  are 
fifteen  days  later  than  by  prior  arrivals,  they  add  lit- 
tle to  previous  information.  Affairs  remain  quiet 
in  Europe. 

The  steamer  Columbia  arrived  at  Liverpool  from 
Halifax  on  the  19th   ult.     The  packet  ship  Indepen- 
dence, with  Washington  [rving,  our  minister  to  Spain 
reached  Liverpool  on  the  2d  inst.  from  N.  York. 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

There  has  been  nothing  of  particular  moment  in 
domestic  or  foreign,  political  or  commercial  affairs 
durmg  the  past  fortnight,  with  the  exception  of  some 
disturbances  amongst  the  workmen  in  the  mining  and 
manufacturingdistricts,  which  have  originated  in  the 
attempt  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  wages  of  their 
labor  in  consequence  of  the  depressed  state  of  trade, 
or  in  their  idea  that  a  reduction  will  be  proposed  and 
effected,  in  anticipation  that  the  cost  of  the  prime 
articles  of  subsistence  will  be  lessened  as  soon  as  the 
new  tariff  comes  into  operation.  No  serious  conse- 
quences have  ensued,  and  tliere  is  reason  to  believe 
that  what  did  transpire  has  been  very  much  magnifi- 
ed by  the  caterers  for  the  press.  Quiet,  we  are  hap- 
py to  say,  has  been  completely  restored. 

In  the  British  parliament  the  public  business  goes 
on  steadily,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  oppo- 
sition; the  premier  is  daily  complimented  with  ad- 
dresses from  public  bodies  connected  with  the  mer- 
cantile interests  in  the  large  seaports,  and  the  great 
measures  of  the  government  become  every  hour 
more  and  more  assured  of  success.  The  corn  im-  i 
portation  bill  was  agreed  to  in  the  house  of  peers  by  | 
a  majority  of  more  than  one  hundred  on  each  great  I 
division,  and  in  the  house  of  commons  tliere  have  i 
been  decisive  majorities  in  favor  of  the  income  tax  I 
bill.  I 

The  spirit  of  the  opposition  has  almost  wholly 
evaporated,  and  the  tariff  of  sir  R.  Peel  will  shortly 
be  a  part  of  the  commercial  code  of  the  country. 
The  income  tax  bill  contains  188  classes,  68  of  which  [ 
were  disposed  of  in  committee  on  one  evening. 

The  number  of  unemployed  poor  at  Paisley,  accord-  ! 
ing  to  the  last  accounts  made  up,  was  13,327;  being 
an  increase  upon  the  last  previous  account.  A  large 
number  of  men  belonging  to  other  regiments,  have 
volunteered  for  the  regiments,  particularly  the  10th, 
which  are  under  orders  for  India.  Their  love  of , 
*'g!ory"  must  be  very  strong  indeed. 

The  steamship  Dutchess  of  Sutherland  was  lost 
on  the  95th,  by  running  upon  the  Maplin  Sands,  near' 
the  Nore.  No  lives  lost.  She  was  one  of  the  larg-' 
est  steamships  trading  between  London  and  Scotland.  \ 

Nearly  a  whole  family  of  children  near  Belfast  in  i 
Ireland,  had  been  eaten  up  by  hogs,  who,  ferocious  ' 
with  hunger,  had  broken  into  the  cabin  where  they  i 
were  sleeping.  | 

The  accounts  from  the  manufacturing  districts ' 
■were  still  gloomy,  though  there  had,  apparently,  i 
been  some  little  improvement  in  the  general  stale  of, 
trade.  i 

An  extensive  meeting  of  merchants  and  others 
connected  with  the  East  and  West  Indies,  the  Penin-  ! 
sula,  and  the  Mediterranean,  is  about  to  be  held  in 
London  to  memorialize  the  government  and  take 
such  other  steps  as  may  be  necessary  in  order  to 
Idave  the  mails  to  and  from  these  parts  embarked  and 
landed  at  Southampton  instead  of  Falmouth. 
FR.'iNCE. 

From  a  communication  made  to  the  budget  com- 
mittee it  appears  that  the  expense  of  constructing  the 
new  harbor  at  Algiers  will  amount  to  from  20  to  25 
millions  of  francs. 

The  papers  comment  on  the  late  message  to  con- 
gress of  president  Tyler,  in  a  manner  which  leads  to 
the  inference,  that  they  would  gladly  witness  a 
breaking  out  of  hostilities  between  England  and  Ame- 
rica. 
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SPAIN. 

Accounts  from  the  Philippine  Islands,  published 
by  the  correspondent,  under  date  15lh  January  last, 
announced  that  the  military  authorities  had  adopt- 
ed the  most  violent  measures  to  repress  the  revolt  at 
Tabavas  and  that  1,400  oersons  had  already  fallen 
victims  to  the  sanguinar}|Becree  of  captain  general 
Orara. 

At  Madrid,  on  the  13th  ultimo  some  disturbances 
broke  out  in  consequence  of  a  coalition  of  the  ope- 
ratives, owing  to  want  of  work  and  dearness  of 
bread. 

A  Cadiz  Journal  gives  an  afflicting  account  of 
the  sufferings  of  that  city  from  extreme  drought. 
Water  is  so  scarce  that  a  small  barrel  is  not  to  be 
obtained  for  two  reals,  and  all  articles  of  food 
have  been  so  scarce  and  dear,  that  the  popula- 
tion is  in  danger  of  sinking  from  hunger  as  well  as 
thirst. 

A  letter  from  Cadiz  states  that  such  an  immense 
quantity  of  contraband  goods  had  been  landed  there 
as  the  oldest  inhabitant  does  not  recollect  ever  hav- 
ing witnessed.  A  large  English  brig  was  seen  se- 
veral days  in  the  offiing,  and  one  evening  anchored 
in  the  bay.  The  next  day  the  inhabitants  beheld 
5,400  bales  of  prohibited  goods  in  the  heart  of  the 
town. 

ALGIERS. 

Accounts  from  Algiers  state  that  Abdel  Kader 
having  crossed  the  Tafna  on  the  11th  ult.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  General  Bedeau,  as  he  was  falling 
back  upon  Tirnea,  on  account  of  the  badness  of  the 
weather,  a  combat  took  place,  in  which  tiie  Emir's 
cavalry  were  put  to  flight.  Some  of  Abdel  Kader's 
troops  were  slain,  amongst  them  two  influential  chiefs; 
but  the  important  success  of  the  day  was  the  capture 
of  the  Sclieriff  Sidi  Eiunza,  considered  as  the  right 
hand  man  of  the  Emir. 

TURKEY. 

Private  letter  from  Athens  of  the  10th  ult.  stale 
that  all  apprehension  of  war  with  Turkey  had  sub- 
sided, and  that  the  people  were  reconciled  to  the  idea 
of  leaving  the  settlement  of  their  differences  with  the 
porte  to  the  European  powers. 

According  to  accounts  from  Salonica,  of  the  25th 
March,  the  Albanian  troops  intended  for  Syria  were 
on  the  point  of  sailing  for  that  destination.  Abasi- 
aga,  who  was  appointed  their  commander-in-chief, 
was  to  embark  in  a  few  days,  at  Volo,  with  the 
6r5t  column  consisting  of  2,000  men,  and  his  bro- 
ther will  shortly  follow  him  with  another  corps  of , 
1,000.  I 

INDIA  AND  CHINA. 

The  French  government  received  an  express  from 
their  consul  at  Malta,  announcing  the  arrival  there,  j 
on  the  25th  ult.  of  the  Great  Liverpool,  with  intelli-  ] 
gence  from  India  and  China.  Her  dates  are  to  the 
1st  of  March  from  Bombay,  the  18th  of  February 
from  Caudahar,  the  21st  of  the  same  month  from 
Jellalabad,  and  the  14tli  of  February  from  China. 

The  British  in  China  have  captured  tliree  other 
towns,  Yapoo,  Taikce  and  Tunghova,  which  are  si- 
tuate within  a  circle,  extending  from  20  to  40  miles  | 
round  Ningpo.  I 

Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  who  arrived  at  Hong  Kong  I 
on  the  1st  February,  had  abandoned  the  intention  of 
attacking  Canton.  He  was  concentrating  all  his 
forces  with  the  view  of  directing  them  on  Pekin,  and 
had  refused  to  negotiate  with  the  commissioners  sent  | 
to  him  by  the  emperor,  being'determined  not  to  treat  j 
but  with  the  sovereign  directly.  | 

In  Afghanistan,  General  Pollock  seems  to  have  ; 
given  up  all  idea  of  forcing  the  Kyber  Pass  until  he 
should  have  received  the  reinforcements  he  expect- 
ed, or  unless  Gen.  Sale,  whose  position  was  unchang- 
ed, desired  his  assistance.  The  latter  had  10,000 
men.  At  Ghuznee  and  Khelat-i-Ghizee  the  British 
still  hold  the  same  position.  The  Affghans  surround- 
ed Candahar  with  numerous  forces,  and  Major  gen. 
Nolt  was  preparing  to  repulse  them. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  who  reached  Calcutta  Feb.  28, 
was  immediately  proclaimed  governor-general  of 
India. 

From  various  apparently  unexceptionably  sources 
we  have  learned  that  the  female  captives  in  Alfg- 
hanistan,  for  whose  fate  great  apprehension  was  na- 
turally felt,  have  been  kindly  treated.  The  widow 
of  sir  W.  Macnaughten  has  written  to  this  effect. 


Items.  The  quaterly  average  of  the  Bank  of 
England  for  April  30,  1842,  gives  ^£25,593,000  in 
liabilities  and  =£28,488,000  in  assets. 

The  intelligence  of  the  invasion  of  Texas  receiv- 
ed in  London  on  April  22d,  caused  a  check  in  the 
speculation  of  Mexican  stocks  and  a  decline  of  38j 
to  37.  The  death  of  the  Spanish  capitalist,  M.  Ag- 
uado,  the  Rothschild  of  Spanish  finance  had  causei 
a  decline  of  the  Spanish  stocks. 

On  May  12th,  a  grand  pageant  is  to  come  off,  and 
their  majesties  as  Edward  and  Philippa  will  receiva 
the  liege  homage  of  the  nobility  in  the  costume  of 
that  period.  The  Dutchess  of  Cambridge  adopts 
the  character  of  Anne  of  Britanny,  the  countess  of 
Jersey  assumes  the  costume  of  the  Medici. 

The  number  of  emigrants  freighted  for  America 
from  Limerick  alone  this  season  is  3,032. 

Deaths.  Earl  Ludlow  died  at  his  seat  near  Bed- 
ford aged  83.  He  had  served  in  the  American  war. 
General  Scott,  the  oldest  officer  of  the  British  army, 
aged  97;  the  earl  of  Shannon,  aged  71. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  O'Connell,  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, sir  Robert  Peel  stated,  that  the  British  minis- 
ter at  Mexico  was  not  aware  of  the  contents  of  the 
letter  which  he  conveyed  to  the  president  of  the 
Mexican  republic  for  General  Hamilton,  ofl'ering 
sums  of  money  to  purchase  the  independence  of 
Texas  and  to  bribe  the  officers  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment. As  soon  as  he  learned  the  nature  of  the 
communication,  our  Mexican  minister  wrote  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  expressing  his 
regret  that  he  should  have  been  made  the  medium  of 
its  transmission. 

The  princess  de  Nemours  was  delivered  of  a  son 
on  the  98th  of  April,  who  was  named  the  Count 
d'Eu. 

The  French  papers  announce  the  death  of  mar- 
shals Clausel  and  Moncey,  who  have  been  important 
personages  in  the  history  of  France,  of  Mr.  Humann, 
the  minister  of  France,  v/ho  was  found  lifeless  in  his 
library,  a  pen  in  his  hand,  and  the  sentence  which  he 
had  been  writing  unfinished.  He  died  of  apoplexy. 
He  has  been  succeeded  in  the  cabinet  by  Mr.  Lac- 
lave  Laplaigne,  whose  appointment  gave  great  sa- 
tisfaction on  the  Bourse  and  the  French  funds  ac- 
cordingly improved.  The  famous  Eglise  dc  la  Ma- 
deleine was  consecrated  on  the  30th. 

Aguado,  the  great  Spanish  banker,  died  from 
an  attack  of  apoplexy,  at  Gijon  in  the  Astu- 
rias,  on  the  12th  ult.  He  was  56  years  old,  and 
leaves  a  property  of  upwards  of  ^£2,000, 000  to  be 
divided  among  his  three  sons. 

A  Bordeaux  journal  states  that  the  late  M.  Agua- 
do bequeatlied  by  his  will  to  his  parish  church  of 
Notre  Dame  de  Loretto,  in  Paris,  the  magnificent 
Magdalen,  in  marble,  by  Canova,  which  he  purchas- 
ed for  G3,000f.  three  years  ago,  at  the  sale  of  the 
gallery  of  the  Marquis  de  Sommaravia. 

Discovery  of  islands  in  the  Pacijic  Ocean.  The  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  papers  notice  the  discovery,  by  an 
English  whaler,  of  several  islands  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  previously  unknown.  They  were  eight  in 
number,  of  some  extent,  fertile,  and  inhabited.  The 
appearance  of  the  natives  and  the  canoes,  &c.  were 
totally  different  from  any  others  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Courier  des  Etats  Unis 
states  that  the  Russian  minister  at  London,  Brunow, 
has  advised  Mr.  Everett  that  America  may  expect 
no  countenance  and  support  from  the  cabinet  of  St. 
Petersburg  in  her  projects  of  opposition  against  the 
rights  of  visitation  and  search,  Russia  having  deter- 
mined as  far  as  she  could  to  repress  the  trade.  M. 
Brunow  added  that  the  French  government  had  in- 
terior difficulties  on  the  question,  but  that  it  was 
united  with  the  other  powers,  and  that  the  European 
concert  existed  in  reality  and  in  all  its  plenitude  on 
this  question,  and  that  the  adjournment  of  the  ratifi- 
cation was  but  a  delay  simply  and  no  more.  The 
Presse  remarks  that  there  is  not  a  minister  in  France 
who  knows  not,  that  in  ratifying  the  treaty  of  De- 
cember 20,  he  would  be  preparing  an  act  of  accusa- 
tion for  himself.  Four  vessels  arrived  at  Toulon  on 
April  26  from  the  Levantand  are  holding  themselves 
iu  readiness  for  a  demonstration  before  Tangiers, 
where  the  flag  of  Ihe  American  consulate  there  had 
been  hauled  down  by  its  insulted  consul.  The  aid 
of  the  Moorish  emperor  to  Abdel  Kader  is  the  occa- 
sion of  the  French  visit. 
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APPOINTSIENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

EY  AND  WlTtl  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Land  officers.  Alexander  W.  Jones,  register,  Ed- 
wardsville,  Illinois,  vice  Samuel  H.  Thompson,  de- 
ceased. 

Archer  G.  Herndon,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Springfield,  Illinois,  vice  John  Taylor,  whose  coin- 
mission  has  expired. 

Custom  house  officer.  Augustus  W.  Walker,  collec- 
tor, at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  vice  John  Rodman. 

Indian  agent.  James  L.  Dawson,  for  the  Creeks, 
in  the  place  of  James  Logan,  whose  term  of  office 
has  expired. 

Thomas  H.  Blake,  of  Indiana,  to  be  commissioner 
of  the  general  land  office,  in  the  place  of  E.  M.  Hun- 
tington, resigned. 

Joseph  Grafton,  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  at  Bos- 
ton, (Mass.)  vice  John  McNeil,  whose  commission 
has  expired. 

OUR  CONSUL  AT  MOROCCO.  The  London 
Morning  Chronicle  contains  the  following  notice  of 
the  procedmgs  of  the  government  of  Morocco,  in  re- 
ference to  our  late  consul  at  Tangier. 

The  French  papers  speak  of  a  serious  difference 
between  the  government  of  Morocco  and  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Tangiers,  Mr.  Carr.  The  latter  v/as 
recalled,  and  v/as  about  to  take  his  departure,  when 
the  Moorish  authorities  refused  to  permit  his  depar- 
ture till  the  emperor  had  given  an  order  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Carr  sought  to  embark  in  despite  of  obstruc- 
tion, but  was  prevented  and  maltreated.  He  com- 
plained to  the  emperor  of  the  officers,  who,  instead 
of  dismissing  or  reprimanding  them,  merely  sent  a 
permission  to  Mr.  Carr  to  depart,  taking  with  him  all 
the  good  and  all  the  ill  he  had  received.  The  Ame- 
rican fleet,  it  was  said,  were  about  to  take  vengeance 
for  the  affront. 

Mr.  Carr  left  Tangiers  on  April  7,  accompanied  to 
the  wharf  by  all  the  foreign  consuls. 


STATES   OF    THE   UNION. 


MAINE. 

MESSAGE    OF     THE    GOVERNOR. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  lay  before  you  an  official  communica- 
tion from  the  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  secretary  of  slate 
for  the  United  States,  under  date  of  the  Uth  of  April 
last,  relating  to  the  northeastern  boundary;  by  whicli 
it  will  be  perceived  that  "Lord  Ashburton,  a  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  and  special,  from  Great  Britain, 
has  arrived  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United 
States,  charged  with  full  powers  from  his  sovereign 
to  negotiate  and  settle  the  dilferent  matters  in  discus- 
sion between  the  two  governments.'!  And  that,  in 
regard  to  the  boundary  question,  he  has  officially  an- 
nounced to  the  government  at  Washington  that  he 
has  authority  to  treat  for  a  conventional  line,  or  line 
by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and 
with  such  mutual  considerations  and  equivalents,  as 
may  be  thought  just  and  equitable;  and  that  he  is 
ready  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  a  conventional 
line,  so  soon  as  tlie  general  government  shall  say  it 
is  authorised  and  ready  on  its  part  to  commence  such 
negotiation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  has  invited  the  co-operation  of  the  go 
vcrnments  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  in  an  endea 
vor  to  terminate  this  long-pending  controversy. 

The  communication  states  further,  "that,  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  two  states,  whose  rights  are 
more  immediately  concerned,"  "the  duty  of  the  ge- 
neral government  will  be  to  adopt  no  new  course, 
but  to  hasten  the  pending  negotiations  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible." And  it  is  subsequently  added  that  "the  gov- 
ernment has  agreed  to  make  it  (the  boundary  ques- 
tion) matter  of  reference  and  arbitration,  and  it 
must  fulfil  that  agreement  unless  another  mode  of 
settling  the  controversy  should  be  resorted  to  with 
the  hope  of  producing  a  speedier  decision." 

The  question  presented  for  your  consideration  is 
not  a  party  question,  but  is,  emphatically,  a  state 
question;  one  in  which  the  whole  people  are  inter- 
ested, and  on  v/hieh  their  opinions  and  vvislies  .should 
be  truly  reflected.  The  subject  of  ilie  boundary  has 
ever  appeared  to  me  to  constitute  a  common  ground 
from  which  party  policy  and  party  strifes  should  be 
sedulously  excluded,  and  on  which  no  other  conten- 
tion or  rivalry  should  be  witnessed  than  that  which 
naturally  springs  from  an  ardent  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
the  state.  That  the  question  immediately  before 
you  is  not  free  from  embarrassment  and  difficulties 


is  manifest,  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  a  calm,  dis- 
passionate consideration  only,  can  lead  to  satisfacto- 
ry results. 

When  v/e  regard  the  clearness  of  our  title  to  the 
territory  in  controversy;  the  frivolous  and  unfound- 
ed pretensions  of  the  British  claim;  the  long  and 
vexatious  delay  that  has  been  designedly  effected; 
the  frequent  invasion  and  occupation  of  our  territo- 
ry; the  devastation  of  our  forests;  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  our  citizens;  there  is  danger  that 
an  honest  indignation  may  lead  us  to  overlook  many 
important  considerations  necessary  to  a  discreet  and 
sound  decision. 

It  is  due,  therefore,  to  the  subject,  that  we  view 
it  in  other  lights.  One  alternative  now  contemplat- 
ed, it  seems,  by  the  general  government,  is  a  sub- 
mission of  the  questioi^to  another  arbitration. 
Against  this  Maine  has  ever  remonstrated,  and,  I  be- 
lieve,will  continue  to  remonstrate.  We  cannot  per- 
ceive the  difference,  so  far  as  authority  is  concerned, 
between  doing  a  thing  directly  and  indirectly.  If 
the  genera!  government  has  no  power  to  cede  di- 
rectly any  portion  of  this  state,  neither  hafe  it  the 
power  to  accomplish  the  same  thing  through  the 
forms  of  an  arbitration.  But  right  or  wrong  incur 
position;  successful  or  otherwise  as  we  may  be  here- 
after in  maintaining  it;  we  see,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  the  general  government  is  determined  to  attempt 
the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  and  thus  once  more 
jeopard  our  territory,  unless  some  other  mode  of  ad- 
justment be  agreed  upon.  That  this  should  be  se- 
riously considered,  in  coming  to  a  decision,  is  ob- 
vious. 

The  president  then  proposes,  it  is  stated,  "that  the 
governments  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  should  se- 
verally appoint  a  commissioner  or  commissioners, 
empowered  to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  the  ge- 
neral government  upon  a  conventional  line,  or  line 
by  agreement,  with  its  terms,  conditions,  considera- 
tions, and  equivalents,  with  an  understanding  that  no 
such  line  will  be  agreed  upon  without  tlie  assent  of 
such  commissioners. 

It  is  further  stated,  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  British  mission  "is  a  special  one,  and  its  stay  in 
the  United  States  is  not  expected  to  be  long;"  that 
more  than  four  months  of  the  session  of  congress 
has  already  passed,"  its  action,  perhaps,  being  ne- 
cessary, if,  happily,  a  treaty  should  be  concluded; 
"the  importance  of  the  subject,"  and  a  "firm  con- 
viction in  the  mind  of  the  president  that  the  inte- 
rests of  both  countries,  as  well  as  the  interests  of 
the  two  states  more  immediately  concerned,  require 
a  prompt  effort  to  bring  this  dispute  to  an  end,  con- 
strain him  to  express  an  earnest  hope  that  the  exe- 
cutive of  this  state  will  convene  the  legislature  and 
submit  the  subject  to  their  grave  and  candid  delibe- 
ration." 

With  this  request,  I  liave  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
comply;  ahd  now  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
matters  presented  in  the  communication  aforesaid. 

This  step  has  not  been  taken  without  mature  deli- 
beration. The  expense  of  an  extra  session,  the  busy 
season  of  the  year,  the  danger  of  divided  and  dis- 
tracted councils,  as  well  as  other  considerations  bear- 
ing upon  the  point,  have  not  been  overlooked.  But 
weighty  as  they  are,  it  has  nevertheless  seemed  to 
me,  that  I  should  not  have  been  justified  in  refusing 
to  give  the  people  an  opportunity,  through  their  re- 
presentatives, to  entertain  and  decide  a  question  of 
so  much  importance  as  the  one  now  presented.  And 
whatever  might  have  been  my  individual  opinions  as 
to  the  ultimate  action  that  should  be  had,  the  duty  of 
convening  the  legislature  v/ou!d  have  been  regarded 
as  no  less  imperative;  this  duty  being  distinct  from 
and,  independent  of  that  devolving  upon  the  legisla- 
ture when  convened.  The  responsibility  of  further 
action  now  rests  with  you;  by  whom,  I  have  no 
doubt,  it  will  be  met  and  discharged  v/ith  that  calm- 
ness, prudence,  and  deliberation,  required  no  less  by 
your  own  high  reputation  than  fidelity  to  your  con- 
stituents. 

Whatever  may  be  the  claim,  however,  of  the  ge- 
neral government  as  to  its  powerthrough  indirection, 
it  does  not  claim  the  power  of  ceding^  directly,  any 
portion  of  our  territory,  or  of  directly  agreeing  to  any 
other  line  of  boundary  than  that  described  in  the 
treaty  of  1783.  Yielding  to  tlie  correctness  of  our 
position  in  this  respect,  the  general  government  no  . 
asks  this  state  for  authority  "thus  to  settle  the  existing 
controversy,  and  invites  her  co-operation  in  effecting 
that  object. 

The  British  government  also  is  now  prepared  to 
propose,  for  so  1  am  disposed  to  regard  the  matter, 
what  may  be  thought  to  be  "a  just  and  equitable 
equivalent"  for  a  portion  of  that  which  she  has  here- 
tofore claimed  as  her  own.  If  this  is  not  going  as 
far  as  some  may  deem  the  honor  of  the  state  re- 
quires, it  certainly  is  far  less  objectionable  than  most 
that  we  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  from  that 
quarter. 


If  any  thing  less  than  this  is  Intended,  I  am  persu- 
aded that  nothing  will  be  accomplislicd  in  the  v/ay 
ofnn  adjiistmcn!.  if  it  is  to  be  said,  as  has  been 
said,  that  the  treaty  line  must  necessarily  be- agreed 
upon,  or  that  the  case  is  so  involved  in  doubt  and  dif- 
ficulty that  the  only  equitable  way  of  resolving  it  is 
by  "splitting  the  difference,"  and  dividing  the  terri- 
tory in  some  agreed  proportions,  such  propositions, 
if  not  regarded  as  absolutely  insulting,  would  not,  I 
am  confident,  be  favorably  listened  to  by  a  single  ci- 
tizen of  the  state.  The  treaty  line  we  knov/  to  be  a 
practicable  one;  our  claim  to  the  whole  territory  em- 
braced within  that  line,  we  know  to  be  just;  and  af- 
ter the  course  that  has  been  pursued  in  regard  to  it, 
we  have  a  conviction  not  to  be  shaken,  that  we  could 
not  honorably  relinquish  a  part  to  obtain  an  undis- 
puted right  to  the  remainder.  But  if  Great  Britain 
is  prepared  to  substantially  yield  tlie  point  of  title, 
and  offer  us  a  fair  equivalent,  in  other  territory,  pri- 
vileges of  navigation,  &c.  for  a  portion  of  this  territo- 
ry, as  I  am  at  present  disposed  to  believe,  I  do  not 
see  why  this  vexed  question  may  not  thus  be  put  for 
ever  at  rest.  And  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  how 
Maine,  in  thus  consulting  her  interest,  would  com- 
promise her  honor. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  am  free  to  say,  that  I 
think  favorably  of  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
by  the  legislature,  with  such  powers  as  a  just  view 
of  the  case  would  seem  to  require;  and  not  wishing 
to  avoid  my  share  of  responsibility,  I  cheerfully  re- 
com.mend  that  course. 

It  may  be  that  I  have  formed  a  too  favorable  opi- 
nion of  the  present  disposition  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  that  a  totally  unreasonable,  and,  of  course, 
unacceptable  proposition  will  be  made  to  us.  What 
then?  Would  it  necessarily  follow  that  we  had  erred 
in  appointing  commissioners,  and  placing  ourselves 
in  an  attitude  to  learn  what  the  proposition  would 
be?  We  shall,  to  be  sure,  have  incurred  the  expense  of 
an  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  but  we  shall  have 
shown  to  our  sister  states  and  the  world,  that,  having 
1  just  cause,  we  were  disposed  to  adopt  a  liberal  and 
fair  course  in  conducting  it;  and  that  although  stre- 
nuous and  ardent  in  the  maintenance  of  our  rights, 
we  were  not  obstinately  bent  on  a  couree  tending  to 
increase  irritation,  or  bring  about  hostilities  between 
the  two  countries.  Let  what  would  be  the  result, 
Maine  would  stand,  as  she  has  heretofore  stood,  blame- 
less. 

But  it  may  be  objected  that  the  government  of  the 
state  has  heretofore  decided  this  question,  and  re- 
fused to  invest  the  general  government  with  a  power 
similar  to  that  now  solicited.  I  apprehend,  however, 
that  on  recurrence  to  the  proceedings  referred  to,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  proposition  was  then  under- 
stood to  be,  that  the  executive  of  the  United 
Slates  should  be  clothed  with  an  unlimited  power 
of  fixing  a  new  and  conventional  line;  and  that  we 
were  not  to  wait  for  propositions  from  the  Bri- 
tish government,  but  were  to  volunteer  them  on  our 
part. 

Governor  Kent,  in  his  special  message  to  the  le- 
gislature of  March  14,  1838,  says:  "The  grave  and 
important  question  therefore  presented  to  your  con- 
sideration, as  you  will  more  fully  perceive  by  the 
documents  referred  to,  is,  whether  you  will  clothe 
the  executive  of  the  United  States  with  the  unlimit- 
ed power  of  fixing  a  new  and  conventional  line." 
.\nd  again:  "If  a  direct  proposition  had  come  to  us, 
through  the  general  government,  for  a  specific  line 
of  boundary,  yielding  to  us  territory  or  privileges  of 
navigation  equivalent  to  the  unsettled  territory  which 
we  might  cede  to  them,  it  would  certainly  have  pre- 
sented the  question  to  us  in  a  different  aspect.  But 
the  question  now  is,  as  I  understand  it,  whether  we 
shall  take  the  lead  in  abandoning  the  treaty  and  vo- 
lunteer propositions  for  a  new  line," 

Tlie  proposition  then  presented,  as  understood  by  the 
governor  and  legislature,  was  entirely  dilferent  from 
the  one  now  to  be  considered;  and,  of  coui-se,  there- 
solve  adopted  by  the  legislature  at  that  time  cannot 
justly  be  regarded  as  committing  the  present  legisla- 
ture on  this  point,  or  in  any  degree  impeding  its  free 
course  of  action. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  respect- 
fully reminding  you  that  this  session  has  been  called 
for  a  specific  object,  and  expressing  an  earnest  hope 
that  your  deliberations  will  be  confined  to  that  ob- 
ject; and  that  as  much  despatch  will  be  made  as  may 
be  consistent  with  due  deliberation,  thereby  paying 
a  respectful  regard  to  the  strong  expectations  of  the 
people  on  the  score  of  economy. 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

Council  Cliamber,  May  18,  1842. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
Monday,  May  1G.     Governor  Dorr  issued  his  pro- 
clamation of  war  against  the  United  States,  and  hav- 
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ing  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Burimgton  Anthony,  a 
guard  of  soldiers  was  stationed  tliere  to  protect  him 
from  arrest,  with  a  cannon  at  the  side   of  the  house 

TcESDAY,  May  17.  At  10  o'clock  an  alarm  of  ar- 
rest occasioned  the  firing  of  signal  guns  and  an  array 
of  his  forces,  and  later  in  the  afternoon  they  got  pos- 
session of  two  4  pounders  belonging  to  the  state  but 
used  by  militia  of  Providence,  making  in  all  in  their 
service  five  pieces.  Tlie  report  of  an  intended  attack 
upon  the  arsenal  was  spread.  This  was  a  stone 
building  of  thick  walls,  under  charge  of  a  man  who 
is  both  cool  and  brave,  (Col.  Leonard  Blodgett,)  with 
force  enough  at  hand  to  maintain  his  post,''  and  con- 
tained 5.000  muskets,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  an 
abundant  supply  of  ammunition. 

At  night  a  large  number  of  suffrage  men  from  the 
north  part  of  the  state  reached  Dorr's  head  quarters. 
His  forces  marched  to  take  the  arsenal. 

The  citizens  determined  to  turn  out  and  protect 
the  property,  which  they  did  well,  Governor  King 
having  ordered  out  the  militia  which  could  be  de- 
pended on.  The  night  went  through.  Dorr  and  his 
military  demanded  the  arsenal;  they  were  told  tiiat 
it  would  be  defended  against  them.  This  was  about 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Their  cannon  were  brought 
to  bear;  but  Ihc  attack  was  not  made. 

Gov.  King  issued  a  proclamation  at  night  calling 
upon  the  citizens  to  arm  themselves. 

Wednesday,  May  18.  It  was  ordered  in  council 
that  Dorr  must  be  taken,  if  possible,  to-day.  With 
this  view  Gov.  King  despatched  expresses  into  all 
parts  of  the  state,  and  sent  a  steamboat  to  touch  at 
Newport,  Bristol,  and  Warren,  to  bring  his  friends 
from  those  places.  The  boat  arrived  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  brought  a  large  body  of  men,  wlio  were 
joined  with  their  friends  and  prepared  for  the  field 
of  battle.  This  morning  aid  came  likewise  to  Gov. 
Dorr's  ranks,  and  the  prospect  was  that  a  bloody 
fight  must  occur.  The  mayor  requested  the  friends 
of  the  charter  to  close  their  shops,  and  take  a  stand 
in  the  ranks.     It  was  generally  complied  with. 

J^ine  o^dock,  A.  M.  More  citizens  under  Gov. 
King  have  just  marched  over  the  bridge.  They  are 
all  armed  to  the  teeth.  Bodies  of  sufirage  men  have 
likewise  passed  over.  There  is  a  report  Qying  about 
that  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  take  the  Courthouse 
at  11  o'clock.  This  is  a  critical  moment  for  both 
parties;  the  streets  wear  the  aspect  of  a  holyday  in 
mourning;  they  are  crowded  with  men,  some  with 
rauskets  hurraing  to  the  scene  of  action,  others 
roaming  about,  mere  idle  spectators.  A  guard  has 
been  placed  on  the  bridge  by  Gov.  King,  and  at  one 
of  the  doors  of  the  market  house.  They  prevent  all 
from  travelling  either  way,  unless  their  business  is 
stated  or  known.  There  is  a  body  of  armed  citizens 
drawn  up  in  military  array  in  the  square.  They 
belong  to  the  landholders. 

Half 'past  nine  o''clock.  We  have  just  heard  from 
the  scene  of  strife;  it  seems  that  on  the  appearance 
of  the  military  around  Mr.  Anthony's  house  this 
morning,  that  gentlemen  came  and  stated  to  the  mul- 
titude that  Gov.  Dorr  had  gone  into  the  country. 

The  body  of  citizens  under  Gov.  King  and  Col. 
Blodgct  had  marched  up  at  once  into  the  very  midst 
of  the  sull'rage  folks,  without  molestation,  and  sur- 
rounded Mr.  Anthony's  house.  A  detachment  then 
went  into  the  house,  and,  on  searching.  Gov.  Dorr 
could  nowhere  be  found.  He  had,  it  was  reported, 
left  town.  We  hear  that  a  number  of  the  landhold- 
ers have  gone  in  pursuit  of  him,  with  orders  to  take 
him  wherever  he  could  be  found.  The  leaders  on 
the  part  of  the  sufirage  party  had  dismissed  their 
men,  and  advised  them  to  retire  peaceably  from  the 
ground.  A  large  body  retired  in  compliance  with 
this  request.  Others  v/ere  on  the  ground  to  a  large 
number,  and  around  the  cannons,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  body  of  citizens  under  Gov.  King. 

Many  in  the  ranks  of  the  sufi"i-age  men  cried  out 
"fire;"  but  there  was  no  attempt  m  reality  to  ob- 
struct the  passage  of  Gov.  King's  men  in  surround- 
ing the  house  and  taking  possession  of  the  ground. 
The  landholders,  under  the  direction  of  the  marshal 
of  the  United  States,  are  taking  guns  and  arms  from 
all  of  the  sufirage  men  as  they  pass  through  the 
streets  on  their  v/ay  home.  As  the  body  under  Gov. 
King  pa-ssed  the  market,  the  bystanders  gave  three 
cheers.  We  observed  in  the  ranks  some  of  our 
most  prominent  men. 

Half  fast  one.  Gov.  King  and  his  friends  have 
just  returned  from  Mr.  Anthony's  house.  All  has 
been  adjusted.  It  seems  a  few  of  the  suirrage  men 
would  not  leave  the  cannon.  After  some  considera- 
ble parleying,  ihey  finally  told  Gov.  King  and  his 
friends  that  they  would  take  the  guns  back  to  the 
places  from  which  they  took  them,  but  that  they 
would  hot  have  them,  without  resistance,  taken  from 
them. 

The  troops  under  Gov.  King  have  all  been  drawn 
up  in  the  market  square,  within  the  past  few  mo- 
ments.    Col.  Blodget  briefly  and  pertinently  thank- 


ed each  company  under  his  command  for  its  soldier- 
like conduct,  and  they  are  now  repairing  to  their  ar- 
mories. It  is  said  Mr.  Dorr  has  taken  the  Worces- 
ter road.  Many  think  he  will  be  overtaken  by  the 
body  that  has  gone  in  pursuit.  Thank  God,  all  ends 
well,  and  our  city  is  spared  from  bloodshed. 

Colonel  Blodget,  the  same  who  was  in  command 
at  the  arsenal  had  command  of  the  force  marched 
for  the  arrest  of  Dorr.  At  11  o'clock,  a  handbill 
was  circulated  containing  the  resignation  of  tlie  fol- 
lowing, "officers  under  the  people's  constitution'' 
who  state  therein  that  they  "did  not  contemplate  car- 
rying the  constitution  into  elfect  against  the  power 
of  the  general  government,"  viz. 

Hezekiah  Willard,  Benjamin  Arnold,  jr.  William 
M.  Webster,  Frederick  L.  Beckford,  Samuel  H. 
Wales,  Perez  Simmons,  Eli  Brown,  Welcome  An- 
gell,  John  A.  Howland,  W.  Coleman,  J.  F.  B.  Flagg. 

A  portion  of  those  si.;natures  subsequently  turned 
out  to  be  spurious.  Messrs.  Willard,  Flagg,  Ar- 
nold and  Simmons,  had  not  signed  it.  It  wa^s  pub- 
lished at  the  order  of  J.  A.  Howland,  one  of  its 
signers. 

They  also  disavowed  having  "countenanced  the 
late  movements  of  Dorr,  but  had  endeavored  to  coun- 
teract and  prevent  so  deplorable  an  act  and  one  so 
destructive  of  the  cause  in  which  they  had  been  en- 
gaged." 

The  suffrage  party  left  with  the  cannon  commenc- 
ed throwing  up  breast  works  three  feet  high   in  the 
afternoon,  were  left  to  their   reflections  during  the 
night,  and  quietly  despersed  next  morning. 
From  the  !N\w  York  ,l}nierican. 

The  mingled  forbearance  and  firmness  of  Governor 
King,  and  the  state  authorities  generally,  under  the 
trying  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed,  are 
shown  by  the  event  to  have  been  wisely  adopted;  and 
we  say  this  with  the  more  pleasure,  as,  looking  on 
from  a  distance,  we  were  disposed  to  reproach  them 
with  a  want  of  energy. 

From  the  Providence  .Journal. 

"The  flight  of  Dorr,  and  renunciation  of  his  vio- 
lent and  atrocious  course,  by  his  immediate  friends 
and  the  leaders  of  the  party  which  has  acted  with 
him,  will  remove  the  only  impediment  to  a  liberal 
extension  of  sufl"rage.  Such  an  extension  no  one 
contends  against;  and  we  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity, after  the  establishment  of  law,  and  the  manifes- 
tation made  yesterday  of  the  determination  of  the  peo- 
ple to  stand  by  the  government,  to  record  our  opinion 
that  such  an  extension  should  bo  made.  We  should 
go  about  the  work,  not  with  the  embittered  feelings 
of  party  spirit,  but  as  men  bound  in  a  common  inte- 
rest, and  seeking  a  common  object." 
general  order. 
Head-quarters,  Providence,  May  19,  1842. 

The  commander-in-chief  tenders  his  sincere  thanks 
to  the  Newport  Artillery,  Colonel  Swan,  to  the  Bris- 
tol Artillery,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Taylor,  and  to  the 
Warren  Artillery,  Captain  Fessenden,  for  the  prompt 
manner  in  wliich  they  obeyed  the  order  of  the  16th 
nstant,  and  for  the  efficient  aid  which  they  rendered 
in  dispersing  the  armed  band  collected  on  Federal 
Hill,  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  state. 

The  commander-in-chief  also  tenders  his  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Marine  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Nightingale,  to  the  Providence  First  Light  Infantry, 
Captain  Brown,  and  to  the  National  Cadets,  Captain 
Martin,  for  their  services  in  guarding  the  arsenal 
when  menaced  with  an  attack  on  the  night  of  the  ISth 
nstant,  and  for  their  steady  courage  and  efficient  ac- 
tion in  executing  the  orders  of  yesterday,  while  dis- 
lodging and  dispersing  the  insurgents  upon  Federal 
Hill. 

To  the  Kentish  Guards,  Colonel  Allen,  the  com- 
lander-in-chief  also  tenders  his  sincere  thanks;  and, 
/bile  the  difficulty  of  assembling  the  company  pre- 
ented  their  arriving  in  season  to  appear  upon  the 
field,  he  acknowledges  with  pleasure  the  evidence 
vhich  their  earliest  possible  arrival  gives  of  their 
eadiiiess  to  support  the  law  and  authorities  of  the 
tate. 

The  commander-in-chief  congratulates  the  several 
military  corps  and  the  citizen  volunteers  upon  the 
termination  of  these  disturbances,  which  threatened 
to  obstruct  the  regular  execution  of  the  laws  and  to 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  state;  and  he  rejoices  that 
this  object  has  been  accomplished  in  a  manner  which, 
while  it  evinced  a  determination  to  maintain,  at  all 

ards,  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,jv/as  signalized 

by  exemplary  forbearance  towards  those  wiio  had 
been  betrayed  into  a  violation  of  their  duty  as  citi- 
zens.    By  order  of  his  excellency: 

SAMUEL  WARD  KING. 
Governor  and  commander-in-chief. 

Elislia  Dijer,jr.  aJj't.  general  of  Rhode  Island. 

Executive  department, May^l,  1842. 
His  excellency  the  governor  requests  those  citizens 
who  have  supplied  themselves  with  muskets  from  the 


arsenal  and  from  the  city  council  chamber,  to  retain 
them,  and  see  that  they  are  fit  for  use,  until  further 
notice,  and  to  hand  in  their  names  and  the  number 
of  muskets  in  their  possession,  at  the  olTice'of  the  city 
clerk  immediately.     By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Thomas  Ji.  .fenckcs,  pi'ivate  secretary. 

The  "minute  men"  who  are  enrolling  their  names 
at  th  e  New  Era  office,  will  take  the  hint.  Slamm, 
who  was  in  Rhode  Island  last  week,  had,  we  are' 
told,  a  narrow  escape  from  a  coat  of  tar  and  feath- 
ers. JV.  F.  Jlmericon. 

MICHIGAN. 
By  his  excellency,  John  S.  Barry,  governor  in  and  over 
the  state  of  Michigan. 
A  proclamation. 
Whereas  the  auditor  general  and  state  treasurer 
of  the  state  of  Michigan,  pursuant  to  "an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  adjustment  of  the  five  million  loan,"  ap- 
proved February  15,  A.  D.  1S42,  have  made  out  a 
statement  of  all  moneys  received  by  the  state  upon 
the  state  bonds  for  five  millions  of  dollars,  issued  in 
pursuance  of  "an  act  authorising  the  loan  of  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,"  approved 
March  21, 18.37,  and  upon  the  state  bonds  for  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  issued  under  "an  act  au- 
thorising a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  relief  of  the  Allegan  and  Marshall;rail  road  com- 
pany," approved  April  6,  1838,  and  "an  act  authoris- 
ing the  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ypsilanti  and 
Tecumseh  rail  road  company,"  approved  April  6, 
1838,  and  negotiated  with  said  five  million  loan,  and 
of  the  interest  thereon  accruing  to  the  first  day  of 
July,  1841:  And  whereas  the  said  auditor  general 
and  state  treasurer,  as  by  said  first  mentioned  act  di- 
rected, and  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  "a  joint  re- 
solution in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the  five  mil- 
lion loan,"  approved  February  17,  1842,  have  made 
out,  in  connexion  with  said  statement,"an  estimate  of 
damages  sustained  by  the  state  from  the  failure  of 
the  contracting  parties,  with  whom  was  negotiated 
said  loans,  to  pay  the  instalments  remaining  unpaid: 
And  whereas,by  said  statement,  after deducti'ng  there- 
from the  said  estimate  of  damages,  as  directed  by  said 
act  first  above  mentioned,  there  appears  due  from 
the  state  of  Michigan  to  the  holders  of  said  bonds  the 
sum  of  two  millions  three  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  24-100  dollars:  and 
whereas  the  said  statement  and  estimate,  with  the 
result,  have  been  submitted  to  me  as  by  said  first 
mentioned  act  required,  and  the  same  found  to  be 
correct: 

Therefore,  I,  John  S.  Barry,  governor  in  and  over 
the  state  of  Michigan,  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  said  first  recited  act,  do  hereby 
issue  tills  my  proclamation,  to  require  the  holders  of 
the  bonds,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  aforesaid, 
to  deliver  at  the  office  of  the  state  treasurer  of  the 
state  of  Michigan,  two  millions  eight  hundred  fifty- 
seven  thousand  and  thirty-nine  76-100  dollars  of  said 
bonds,  that  the  same  may  be  cancelled,  being  the 
amount  now  outstanding  for  which  no  consideration 
has  been  received  by  said  state,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  aforesaid;  or  the  holders,  at  their  option, 
may  retiiin  the  whole  amount  of  said  bonds  to  said 
state  treasurer,  and  in  such  case  new  bonds  v/ill  be 
issued  for  the  said  amount  oftv/o  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
20-100  dollars,  so  found  due  as  aforesaid,  to  the  hold- 
ers of  the  origitial  bonds. 

And  I  do  hereby  give  further  notice,  that,  upon 
the  return  of  the  unsatisfied  portion  of  the  original 
bonds,  or  upon  the  issue  of  new  bonds  as  above  set 
forth,  tlie  auditor  general,  state  treasurer,  and  secre- 
tary of  state,  under  the  sanction  of  the  governor  are 
authorised  by  the  said  act  first  above  recited  to'  en- 
ter into  a  negotiation  with  the  holders  of  all  or  any 
of  the  then  outstanding  state  bonds,  or  with  such 
other  person  or  persons  as  may  purpose  to  become 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  bonds,  to  sell  and 
convey,  in  satisfaction  thereof,  the  rail  roads  or  oth- 
er public  works  belonging  to  the  state,  at  the  first 
cost,  or  at  a  fair  present  valuation;  and  also  such 
portion  as  may  be  necessary  of  the  public  lands  that 
will  become  the  property  of  the  state  under  the  act 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  granting  to  the 
state  of  Michigan  half  a  million  of  acres;  but  that 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  such  negotiation,  before 
the  same  becomes  binding  and  obligatory  upon  the 
.state,  must  bo  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  le- 
gislature. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  great  seal  of  the  state  to  be  affix- 
ed. Done  at  the  city  of  Detroit  the  27th  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1842,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  6Gth. 
By  the  governor:  JOHN  S.  BARRY, 

R.  P.  Eldridoe,  sea'olnryqf  state. 
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MINORITY  REPORT  OF    THE   COMMITTEE 
ON  MANUFACTURES. 

MR.  HABERSHAM,  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MANHFAC- 
TfRES,  HADE    THE  FOLLOIVING    REPORT: 

The  minm-ihj  of  tite  cammillee  on  manvfrictures  to  which 
teas  referred  so  mvch  of  the  ]rresidenrs  messc^e  as  re- 
lates to  disn-iminalmg  duties  and  domestic  manufac- 
tures, not  concuning  loilh  the  majority  in  the  Jiteifs 
presented  to  the  house,  ask  leave,  respectfully,  to  submit 
their  oicn  in  a  separate  report: 

The  undersigned,  being  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, are  impressed  with  the  very  great  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  witli  its  delicate  nature,  and 
•with  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  in  which  it 
is  involved.  We  are  aware  that  it  is  a  subject  of  the 
deepest  interest,  not  only  to  every  section  of  the 
country,  but  to  almost  every  individual  citizen,  and 
therefore  demanding  of  us  and  of  congress  the  gra- 
yest and  most  impartial  consideration.  We  are  also 
aware  that  whatever  views  we  may  present  will  en- 
counter the  severest  scrutiny,  and  be  condemned  by 
the  many  who  look  not  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
own  county  or  state,  nor  beyond  the  profit  or  loss  of 
a  particular  branch  of  industry. 

The  capital  and  productive  labor  of  the  United 
Stales  may  be  divided  into  six  great  interests:  the 
farming,  the  planting,  the  commercial,  the  shipping, 
the  manufacturing,  and  the  mechanical,  as  distin^ 
guished  from  the  manufacturing;  each   so  closely  al- 


in  quantitv  the  most  sanguine  anticipations,  and  over- 1 
stocking  the  markets  of  both  hemispbeics  with  food  | 
and  llic  raw  material  for  manufactiu-cs. 

Prior  to  the  period  of  which  we  have  been  speak-' 
ing,  man  had  been  content  to  borrow  assistance  in 
his  labors  from  animal  power,  from  the  stream,  and 
the  wind;  the  two  last  of  which  he  could  neither  in- 
crease nor  command  at  the  place  where  they  were 
needed.  Not  content  to  depend  on  aid  so  uncertain 
and  beyond  his  control,  he  sought  in  the  vapor  and 
the  winds  and  the  storm  for  a  new  auxiliary;  search- 
ed effects  for  their  causes,  and  found  a  mighty  power 
which,  with  abundant  materials  at  hand,  and  lying 
waste  around,  he  could  both  create  and  command 
when  and  where  wanted.  The  steam  engine  sprung 
into  being,  and  has  worked  a  revolution  in  the  world 
more  extraordinary  than  any  previous  discovery  of 
science.  On  the  land  it  has  rendered  the  unassisted 
labor  of  man  comparatively  valueless:  and,  on  the 
water  as  well  on  the  land,  has  almost  annihilated 
space,  and  has  enabled  us  to  say  "to  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth,"  thou  art  my  neighbor.  , 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  report  from  the  committee  on 
manufactures  in  1832,  states  that,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  in  1815,  the  mechanical  inventions  then 
in  use  in  Great  Britain  alone  were  estimated  as 
equivalent  to  the  manual  labor  of  two  hundred  mil- 
If  that  estimate  was  correct,  ho 


and  men  were  tempted  by  their  imaginary  wealth, 
and  by  the  facility  of  obtaining  loans,  to  an  extrava- 
gant and  wasteful  expenditure  and  consumption,  and 
a  spirit  of  wild  speculation  pervaded  the  land.  The 
states,  catching  the  pervading  spirit,  constructed 
rail  roads  and  canals  upon  credits  abroad,  and  thus 
gave  additional  employment  to  labor,  and  the  means 
of  a  greater  consumption  to  the  laborer;  and,  con- 
sumption still  keeping  pace  with  production,  the 
evil  effects  of  over-production  upon  the  value  of 
property  and  labor  were  not  perceived  or  felt.  But 
noHi,  that  a  great  portion  of  this  spurious  circulation 
progress  of  the  evil  of  over  production,  in  diminish- 
ing the  relative  value  of  property  to  money;  and 
when  the  banks  were  multiplied,  and  began  to  loan 
and  issue  their  paper  freely,  and  without  regard  to 
their  specie  means  for  its  redemption,  and  the  circu- 
lation was  thus  expanded  by  pa|)er  money  resting  on 
no  solid  .specie  basis,  the  market  value  of  property 
and  labor  was  estimated  by  its  value  in  this  bank  pa- 
per, and  not  in  gold  and  silver,  and  prices  advanced; 
in  our  own  country  until  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  and  we  fear  are  not  yet  felt  in  their  full  ex- 
tent. The  substitution  of  bank  paper,  resting  on  a 
solid  specie  basis,  for  specie,  in  the  circulation,  was  a 
beneficial  corrective,  and  checked  for  a  time  the 
has  been  withdrawn,  and  others  portions  depreciat- 
ed, from  its  irredeemable  character  and  want  of  con- 


lions  of  people _—  ,  I 

great  must  be  the  increase  since  that  time,  not  in  fidcnce  in  its  convertibility  into  specie,  property  and 
Great  Britain  only,  but  in  all  Europe,  and  in  these  i  labor  are  again  estimated  hy  their  value  in  specie, 
States?  That  of  steam  power  alone  must  far  ex- '  and  the  markets  of  consumption  have  been  dimm- 
ceed  the  manual  labor  of  two  hundred  millions  of ,  ished,  while  production  is  rapidly  increasing,  both 
people.     If  twenty-five   years   ago   production  and    at  home  and  abroad. 

consumption  kept  pace  with  each  other,  and  Ihenon-        |n  Europe,  the  superabundance  of  labor,  both  in 
ly  gave  full  employment  and  a   fair  equivalent  for   agriculture  and  manufactures,  has  reduced  its  price, 
labor  and    capital,  what  must  be  the  excess  of  pro-  I  while  high  taxation   upon   imports   has  prevented  a 
hed  witli  and  dependent  upon  oliiers,  that  one  cannot  j  duction  over  consumption  now,  and  what  its  effects  [  ii)je    reduction   in   the  prices  of  food;  and   now  the 
be  affected    beneficially  or  otherwise,  without  affect-    "pon  labor,  when  it  is  believed  to  be  a  moderate  es-  i  Jay  laborer  and  the  operative  are  forced  to  work  at 
'  .         .  ,        ..-..  timate  to  say  that  two   hundred  millions  of  laborers    wages  so  low  as  to  be  barely  sufficient  to  sustain  life, 

are  now  added,  who  work  without  tiring,  and  con-i  ^tnd  no  further  reduction  can  of  course  be  made.  But 
sume  nothing  but  the  wood  and  coal  which  they  j  35  (he  price  of  the  manufactured  article  has  decreas- 
theinselves  are  powerful  agents  in  procuring  and  1  ed  as  production  has  increased  upon  consumption, 
bringing  to  the  place  of  consumption.'  The  results  ^„^  the  price  of  labor  there  can  be  reduced  no  lower, 
of  such  an  addition  to  labor  are  inevitable,  and  are  ;  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material  of  ma- 
now  being  realized  in  a  production,  far  beyond  the  1  nufactures,  the  production  of  which  has  also  in- 
wants  of  consumption,  of  provisions,  the  raw  mate-!  creased  and  kept  pace  with  the  demand,  has  be- 
rial,  and  the  manufactured  article;  and  nations  are  come  necessary,  to  save  the  manufacturer  from  loss, 
competing  with  each  other  for  markets  for  their  su-  1  This  reduction  of  the  raw  material  has,  in  this  coun- 
perfiuities.  The  consequence  is,  a  great  reduction  j  try,  been  most  especially  felt  in  the  article  of  cotton, 
in  prices;  a  great  diminution  in  the  profits  of  capi- I  winch  furnishes  more  than  one  half  of  all  our  domestic 
tal,and  consequent  depreciation  in  all  species  of  pro-  exports.  Had  the  price  of  food  kept  pace  with  the  re- 
perty;  a  dearth  of  employment  for  labor,  both  of  duction  in  the  price  of  labor  in  Great  Britain,by  the 
man  and  beast;  a  fall  in  wages,  and  a  corresponding  |  admission  of  food  from  abroad  under  moderate  duties, 
appreciation  in  the  value  of  money.  Had  the  in-jin  exchau'e  for  her  manufactures,  she  might  still 
crease  of  the  circulating  medium,  or  money,  kept;  have  retained  a  large  portion  of  the  market  of  the 
pace  with  the  increase  of  production,  the  relative  world;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  great  mass  of  her 
value  would  have  been   preserved;  but  it  is  believed  I  population,  in  her   eagerness  to  protect  capitalists, 

that  the  quantity  of  gold    and  silver  now  in  use  for'      ■      ■         ■  -     .     ■  ■     , 1    -_ 

circulation,  or  as  a  basis  of  circulation,  is  diminish- 
ed, and  15  still  diminishing,  not  only  by  the  increas- 
ed consumption  in  manufactures,  but  by  the  diminu- 
tion in  the  produce  of  the  mines.  AlcCulloch,  in 
the  last  edition  of  his  work,  published  in  1841,  esti- 
mates the  whole  annual  produce  of  the  American 
and  European  mines,  including  those  of  Russia,  to 
be  about  =f6,000,000— sixlh-teii'ths  less  than  the  an- 
nual produce  when  greatest;  and  he  estimates  the 
value  of  the  precious  metals  annually  applied  to  the 
arts  in  Europe  and  America  at  ^3,(550,000,  leaving 
about  oi'2,000,000  a  year  to  be  manufactured  into 
coin — being  an  increase  of  coin  for  circulation  bear- 


j..;^  all,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree.  In  addition  to 
these,  there  is  another  upon  which  they  are  all  de- 
pendent, not  only  for  protection,  but  for  their  very 
preservation — the  revenue  of  the  Union — which  is  it- 
self, in  turn,  dependent  for  its  increase  or  diminu- 
tion upon  the  prosperity  or  depression  of  each  and 
all. 

If  we  did  not  approach  to  the  consideration  of  a 
subject  so  comprehensive  and  so  delicate,  and  the 
legislation  upon  which  must  act  so  benefically  or 
mTschievously  upon  this  great  and  growing  country, 
we  would  be  wanting  in  the  most  ordinary  potriot- 
ism  as  well  as  the  most  common  self-respect. 

The  almost  profound  peace,  of  nearly  twenty- 
seven  years'  duration,  which  has  succeeded  to  the 
long  and  destructive  war  consequent  upon  the  Ame- 
rican and  French  revolutions,  has,  by  giving  confi- 
dence and  security  to  industry,  increased,  to  an  ex- 
tent perhaps  unexampled,  productions  of  every  de- 
scription necessary  for  the  support,  the  comfort,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  man;  and  these,  in  turn,  by  their 
abundance,  have  multiplied  to  like  extent  the  pro- 
ductive population  both  in  Europe  and  in  North 
America.  If  this  extraordinary  increase  of  pro- 
ductive force  had  been  confined  to  the  mere  ordina- 
ry labor  of  man,  assisted  alone  by  the  science,  skill, 
instruments,  and  machinery,  which  he  had  previ- 
ously possessed,  consumption  might,  and  probably 
would,  have  kept  pac^  with  production,  and  our 
counfrv,  especiailt/,  would  not  have  been  found  in  its 
present  unprecedented  situation;  a  situation  in  which 
a  superabundance  of  food  and  clothing,  and  of  other 
essentials  is  cause  of  complaint  and  distress  to  the 
mass.  The  United  States  produce  more  of  these 
than  are  consumed  at  home,  and  more  than  can  be 
sold  or  exchanged  abroad  for  others  which  they 
need.  The  result  is,  that  skill,  and  labor,  and  in- 
dustry seek  employment  in  vain,  except  content  to 
receive  an  equivalent  in  the  produce  of  their  own 
labor.  The  property  and  the  produce  of  the  labor 
of  the  debtor  will  not  command  that  which  alone  bis 
creditor  will  consent  to  receive  in  payment — mojiey, 
and,  in  consequence,  a  cry  of  distress,  almost  of  de- 
spair, has  come  up  to  these  halls,  from  all  parts  of 
our  common  country,  and  our  legislation  is  required 
to  give  relief,  where  we  fear  legislation  is  powerless 
to  give  it.  It  would  almost  seem  as  if  an  all-wise 
and  merciful  but  just  Providence  had  willed  to  pun- 
ish our  cupidity,  and  to  teach  us  content,  by  chast 
ening  us  with  the  very  superabundance  of  iiis  bless- 
ings. 

By  the  aid  of  chemistry  and  mechanics,  the  means 
of  improving  soils  have  been  ascertained,  and  tli 
cultivation,  when  improved,  greatly  facilitated;  and 
lime  and  marl,  and  compost,  in  themselves  incapa 
ble  of  producing  vegetation,  have  restored  the  worn 
out  lands  of  the  old  world  to  far  more  than  their 
probable  original  fertility;  while  the  daily  disap- 
pearing wildernesses  of  the  new,  hitherto  unproduc- 
tive, are  pouring  forth  yearly,  in  addition  to  supply 
already  ample,  their  valuable   products,  exceeding 


whether  in  manufacturing  agricullural  or  com- 
mercial employ,  she  forgot  the  mere  laborer, 
without  other  capital  than  his  bone  and  sinew; 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  she  presents  a  mass  of 
wealth  unequalled  by  any  other  nation,  in  the  midst 
of  the  most  abject  poverty  and  want,  to  which  one- 
sixth  of  her  population  is  subjected.  Her  system  of 
high  protection  to  all  her  great  interests  is  a  system 
of  high  taxation,  not  only  upon  all  those  great  inte- 
rests, but  upon  the  labor  of  poverty.  Her  agricul- 
turist is  taxed  for  the  manufacturer;  the  manufac- 
turer, in  turn,  for  the  agriculturist;  and  both  are 
taxed  for  the  ship  interest;  which,  again,  is  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  both;  and  all  her  people,  and  all  her  inte- 


ing  but  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  increase  of  j  rests  are  taxed  to  benefit  her  colonies;  who  are,  in 
marketable  commodities.  This  reduction  in  the  pro- 1  t„rn,' taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother  country, 
duct  of  the  mines  is  the  result  of  the  various  causes,  i  Thus  there  is  a  complete  circle  of  taxation,  the  pro- 
The  monopoly,  by  the  great  house  of  Rothschild,  of  1  ceeds  of  which,  after  paying  to  her  numerous  tax 
the  quicksilver  mines  of  Spain,  from  which  the  (jaiherers  a  large  amountby  way  of  compensation, 
principal  supply  of  that  article  is  obtained,  has,  as  1  flows  into  the  treasury  of  the  kingdom,  to   sustain 


stated  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  examined  before  the 
committee,  enhanced  its  price  to  an  extent  so  great 
that  it  can  only  be  used  profitably  in  working  the 
richest  ores;  and  millions  of  bushels  of  ores  of  infe- 
rior quality  are,  as  we  are  informed,  lying  worthless 
on  the  surface  to  which  they  have  been  drawn,  be- 
cause the  enhanced  price  of  quicksilver  has  render- 
ed the  process  of  extracting  the  metal  too  expensive 
to  work  them  to  profit.  This  single  fact  proves  how 
necessary  it  is  to  correct  legislation,  especially  for 
purposes  of  revenue,  to  trace  effects  to  their  causes, 
even  if  it  be  only  to  ascertain  that  those  causes  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  legislation.  If  it  be  true, 
and  we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  truth,  that 
the  production  of  the  mines  has  to  any  extent  dimin- 
i«hcd  by  this  monopoly,  then,  to  that  extent,  the  cir- 
culation of  specie,  and  of  paper  based  upon  specie,  has 
been  diminisiied,  its  relative  value  to  property  been 
increased,  and  the  relative  value  of  all  properly  to 
money  diminished. 

The  effects  of  the  various  causes  which  we  have 
endeavored  to  trace,  we  trust  not  tediously  or  whol- 
ly unprofitably,  have  not  been  seriously  experienced 


her  might  and  her  glory,  to  which  the  happiness  and 
comfort  of  the  ma'ss  of  her  people  are  sacrificed. 
As  evidence  of  the  effect  of  this  system  upon  the 
large  landholders  and  upon  the  day  laborer  in  Eng- 
land, we  have  only  to  turn  to  any  newspaper  of  that 
country,  which  finds  its  way  to  this.  As  an  instance 
nearest  at  hand,  we  give  the  following  extract  from 
an  English  paper,  found  in  the  National  Intelligencer 
of  the  19th  instant: 

"It  is  said  that,  by  the  death  of  the  late  duke  of 
Cleveland,  his  eldest  son  succeeds  toi'SO.OOO.i  year, 
or  nearly  P90,000;  Lord  William  Pawlett  has  a  le- 
gacy of  ^560,000,  or  more  than  $2,500,000,  and 
Lord  Harvey  another  of  .if440,000,  or  upwards  of 
$,2,000,000;  there  is  a  legacy  of  .if200,000,  or  nearly 
<;l  ,000,000,  to  a  grandson;  the  Dowager  has  the 
Yorkshire  estates,  the  house  in  London,  and  an  im- 
mense amount  of  plate,  jewelry,  and  furniture.  A 
large  portion  of  the  unentailed  estates  in  Durham 
goes  to  one  of  his  daughters.  His  Grace,  it  is  said, 
had  ^1,250,000,  or  about  ^0,000,000  in  the  35  per 
cent,  consols,  besides  plate  and  jewelry  to  the  value 
of  ^1,000,000,  or  $4,800,000." 
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In  the  same  paper  we  find  the  death  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  the  Hertford  announced,  with  the  remark  that 
he  died  worth  i£i,OOO,00O,  or  upwards  of  §9,000,000. 
Such  estates  as  these  may,  no  doubt,  be  found  in 
every  county  in  England,  and  some  even  much  great- 
er. Now,  we  do  not  mean  to  say  that  these  im- 
mense estates  have  been  altogether  created  by  the 
high  protection  aHbrded  to  the  landed  interest  by  the 
high  duties  on  foreign  grain  and  other  products  of 
farming,  but  that  much  of  the  accumulation  has  no 
doubt  been  from  that  source,  at  the  expense  of  the 
day  laborer,  in  the  increase  of  the  cost  of  his  food. 

Now,  let  us  review  the  reverse  side  of  the  picture. 
We  extract  the  following,  from  the  first  paper  at 
hand,  as  a  recent  report.  The  cases  stated  are  ac- 
companied by  others  of  like  character,  and  are,  no 
doubt,  true  representations  of  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  cases  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land. 

"Let  us  peep  into  the  report  of  the  poor  law  com- 
missioners, that  we  may  the  belter  understand  this 
new  doctrine,  which  the  humanity  of  Great  Britain 
is  about  to  engraft  on  the  law  of  nations. 

"These  commissioners  visited  the  poor  in  their 
abodes  of  wretchedness,  and  the  following  are  a  few 
of  the  facts  selected  from  their  report: 

"One  witness  says:  'I  am  counted  a  good  laborer, 
and  when  there  is  employment  to  be  had,  I  am  seldom 
idle.  *  •  *  I  am  idle  for  about  three 
months  in  the  year,  on  an  average.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  summer  1  was  idle  for  three  weeks,  one  day 
after  another.  I  had  no  provision.  I  sold  every  ar- 
ticle in  my  house,  rather  than  let  my  wife  out;  you 
may  be  sure  we  ate  the  price  of  them  very  sparingly; 
at  last,  I  sold  the  pot  I  had  to  boil  my  potatoes,  and 
I  walked  out  of  the  door  myself,  my  wife  and  six 
children.  We  went  of  where  we  were  not  known, 
and  begged.' 

"Another  says:  'I  would  engage  to  work  at  home 
every  day  in  the  year  for  eight  pounds,  without  food 
or  support  of  any  kind  ' 


gives  her  all  the  facilities  for  commerce,  protects  her 
people  and  their  property  at  home  from  disturbance 
and  destruction  from  foreign  enemies.  Her  various 
interests  are  situated  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  each  other,  and,  in  many  of  her  counties,  are  all 
intermingled.  The  laborer  in  the  field  gets  wasies 
from  the  farmer;  his  wife  and  children  are  employed  in 
the  factory;  the  factory  consumes  the  coal  or  the  iron, 
copper  or  tin,  of  the  miner;  the  miner  in  turn,  consumes 
the  products  of  the  farm  and  the  factory.  The  fac- 
tory works  up  the  Avool  of  the  grazier — and  so  round 
the  whole  circle  of  (he  neighborhood,  which  itself  is 
but  a  picture  of  the  whole  island.  Thus  each  sepa- 
rate business,  while  it  diminishes  competition  in  all 
the  others,  adds,  by  its  consumption,  to  the  value  of 
the  labor  and  property  of  all. 

There  it  would  seem  manifest  that  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood would  be  benefited  by  the  factory:  and  so  it 
would,  if  the  government  did  not,  under  the  guise  of 
protection  to  the  labor  of  each,  extract  a  heavy 
amount  of  the  profits  of  each  and  of  all  by  high  tax- 
ation; not  by  a  tax  operating  directly  upon  the  man- 
ufactures or  the  raw  material,  both  of  which  can  be 
exported  to  foreign  markets,  and  thus  escape  the  tax, 
but  indirectly  by  a  tax  on  the  food  of  the  laborer, 
who  at  last  is  the  sole  producer.  This  tax  is  levied 
in  the  shape  of  high  duties,  which  prevents  foreign 
grain  and  other  provisions  from  coming  into  compe- 
tition with  the  home  product,  and   thus,  by   keeping 


for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  ultimate  results  upoa 
the  interests  of  the  whole  union,  and  also  upon  the 
people  of  Dutchess  county  themselves. 

By   the  statement,  the  duties  paid  to  the  govern- 
ment, on  the  imported  articles  consumed  in  that  fac- 
tory, are — 
On  olive  oil,  3,583  gallons;  present  duty, 

20  cents,  $716  60 

Nova  Scotia  boal,  50  chaldrons,  (1,000 

to  be  superseded  by  our  own.)  108  00 

Indigo,  (Bengal),  6,080  lbs.  at  15  cents  900  00 

1,724  60 

Manufactures  produced,  30,396  yards 
broadcloth,  sold  in  N.  York  from  J3 
to  $4  50; say  average  $3  25  $124,494  00 

35,391    yards  cassimeres  or  kerseys,  at 

SI  25  to  g2  25;  say  average  <J1  75  61,935  00 

1,241  yards  jeans,  at  40  cents  496  00 


Home  valuation,  by  actual  sales 

Duty  on  the  above  sum  of  $186,925,  at 
33^  per  cent,  (at  which  rate  it  is  pre- 
sumed the  foreign  article  would  be 
imported),  is 

Duty,  20  per  cent,  on  home  valuation 


186,925  00 


the  latter  at  high  prices,  forces  the  laborer  to  de-  1  Whole  amount   of  duty  actually    paid 
"    "  ■  ■         '      ■  '  ■  into  the  treasury,  as  per  statement 


$62,308  33 
$37,385  00 
1,724  60 


Loss  to  the  revenue  by  excluding  the  fo- 
reign article 


id  an  equivalent  in  high  wages,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  live;  and  this  increase  of  his  wages  relroacts 
again,  to  neutralize  the  benefit  which  the  farmer  de- 
rives from  the  protection.     A  mere  revenue  duty  on 

foreign  grain  would  not  have  produced  these  effects;  _ 

and  in  such  case  the  amount  of  revenue  would  have  |  As  the  statement  does  not  furnish  the  amount  of 
been  increased  by  the  increase  of  import  from  abroad,  sales,  it  is  proper  testate  that  we  have  ourselves 
while  now  no  revenue,  comparatively  is  derived  from  fixed  the  above  average  of  sales,  and  that  the  actual 
that  source,  in  consequence  of  the  high  duty.  In  sales  may  have  exceeded  or  fallen  short  of  the  as- 
illustration  of  what  we  have  just  said,  we  beg  to  re-  sumed  amount  of  sales.  The  average,  however,  is 
fer  to  the  statement  of  Mr.    Schenck,  a   large  pro-    founded   upon  data  furnished,  and   is  probably  near 


rtiiui-iiei,  in  answer  CO  me  question,  ao  your  la- '  prieior  oi  me  vjiennuiu  vvuui  rituu»ij,iii    i-'ui.-iiv.oa  ...............     ^  ..,^ j   ^  ...,.„. ^...^ , 

milj  generally  use  milk  with  their  potatoes,  says:  county.  New  York,  a  part  of  which  is  annexed  to  and  Mr.  S.  states  the  average  profit  of  the  investment 
'Milk,  sir!  I  solemnly  declare,  before  mj  neighbors  '  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  to  to  be  only  2. i  per  cent,  but  by  Mr.  S's  own  statement, 
here,  that  I  have  been  lying  in  my  bed,  having  blis- '  which  we  refer;  and  another  part  of  which  is  hereto  the  aggregate  dividend  from  1832  to  1841.  both  in- 
ter after  blister  on  me,  and  did  not  drink  a  quart  of  i  annexed,  marked  No.  1.  We  give  the  statement  for  elusive,  being  a  period  of  eleven  years,  is  58  per  cent, 
milk,  but  eat  potatoes  and  salt  herrings,  and  had  no  ,  what  it  is  worth,  without  vouching  for  its  correct-  which,  divided  equally  among  those  eleven  years,  is 
drink  but  cold  water.  Agreat  many  of  us  would  pray   ness;  but,  as  he  is  a  deeply  interested  witness  in  fa-  5-3.11  per  cent,  as  follows- 


the  Almighty  to  lake  us  off;  it  would  be  better  for  us 
than  to  live  in  our  poverty  and  need.'  " 

Yet  it  has  been  said,  even  on  this  floor,  not  once, 
but  often,  that  Great  Britain  has  been  exalted  to  her 


vor  of  manufactures  and  high  protective  duties,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  rely  upon  his  facts  in  an  argu- 
ment against  the  protective  system;  the  more  espe- 
cially, as  Mr.  S   challenges  a  refutation  of  his  state- 


present  slate  of  wealth,  and  power,  and  happiness, '  ment,  and  is  said  to  be  an  old  acquaintance  of  the  corn- 
by  a  system  of  high  protection;  and  her  persever-,  mittee  on  manufactures  of  1828.  ,  ,  \ 
ance  in  that  system  is  held  up  to  us  an  example  wor-  Mr.  S.  states  the  capital  of  the  cotnpany  to  be 
-      -         ■    •'    ••          ■-        "^          ■               '         ro- '  $140,000.   They  manufacture  wool  into  broadcloths,  I 

ht   kerseys,  &c.     They  consume,  in  the  products  of  the: 


thy  of  our  imitation.     But  we  say  that  a  system,  pro 

ductive  of  such  effects   upon   her   population,  ough. 

not  to   be   favored    by  a   government  established  as  ,  neighborhood,  of- 

ours  is,  to  protect  and  preserve  the   rights  and   hap-        "'  ' 

piness  of  all,  without   regard   to  ranks  or  sectional 

interests,  and  whose  desire  for  power  and   for  glory 

ought  to  reach  no  further  than  may  be  necessary  to 

accomplish  that  main  object. 

But  the  statesmen  of  England  themselves  are  be- 
ginning to  admit   the  evils  of  that  system,  and  are 
now  endeavoring  to  effect  a  cure,  as  far  as   may  be 
in  their  power,  by  a  reduction  of  the   protective  du- 
ties on  many  of  the   necessaries  of  life;  and  a  bill, 
by  the  last  accounts,  was  then   pending  before  par- 
liament,  introduced    and  supported    by     ' 
try,  to  reduce  some  of  the   duties   whic' 
found   most  oppressive  on  the  laboring 
among  others,  on  some  of  the  very  articles 


1831,  dividend  10  per  cent. 

1832,  no  dividend, 

1833,  dividend  10  per  cent. 

1834,  no  dividend, 

1835,  dividend  15  per  cent. 

1836,  no  dividend, 

1837,  no  dividend, 

1838,  dividend  8  per  cent. 

1839,  dividend  8  per  cent. 

1840,  no  dividend, 

1841,  dividend  7  per  cent. 
In  the  seven  years  previous  to  1831  there  was  no 

1,545  57   dividend,  except  in  the   year  1825,  when  a  dividend 
585  88    of  5  per  cent,  was    made;  and  in    1827  there  was  a 

loss  of  13  per  cent.     One  more  fact  from  the  state- 

76,281  80   ment,  and  we  will  proceed  to  draw  our  conclusions. 

I  It  states  the  whole  expenses  of  the  factory  (includ- 

40,000  00    ing  the  expenses  of  insurance,  transportation,  inte- 

I rek  &c.,  amounting  to  $7,135,  51,  and  sundries  not 

116 ''81  80   specified,  amounting   to  $3,795  66)  to  be  $144,556. 
Thus,  continues  Mr.  S.  by  the  capital  of  $140,000   Now,   our   first   conclii     that   there  is  error 


Fleece  wool,  170,000  lbs.  costing 
Soap,  11,174  lbs.  costing 
Teazles 
Cords  firewood 


$72,954  39; 
1,195  98 


The  pay,  in  wages  to  their  operatives, 
per  annum 


ished  for  the    either  in  our  average  of  sales   or  in  Mr.   Schenck's 

"  of  7   per  cent,    for  1841;  for 

eing  $180,925,  and  the  whole 

556,   the    difference    would  be 

30  per  cent,  on  the  capital. 


included  in  the  retaliatory  clause  of  the  bill  reported ;  °^  agriculture,  not  1^^^^"^"  "'j'  JJ"  milk  cheese  i  We  call  upon  those  who  know  the  prices  better  than 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  now  pending  '^'^^'''  '",  tV'FnMin\,.r  :,nniim'  To  sum'  up  the  we  do  to  say  where  the  error  is,  and  to  what  extent, 
before  this  house.  [  ^«-J„<l>.al  _to   lO^^OO  per  annum.^  .1  422,000  is  the    if  any.     But   take   Mr.  S's  own  statement  of  divi- 

aoital  now  in  requisition  to  supply  the  dends  f  .r  the  last  11  years,  and  there  is  an  average 
finvesZInt  of  $  40,000."  This  sup-  annual  profit  of  5-3.11  per  cent.,  and  in  1841  of  7 
,f  hrwootsoap,  teazles  and  firewood,  per  cent.;  either  of  which,  we  will  venture  to  say, 
fartorv  of  winter  fodder  and  summer:  is  better  than  the  average  of  the  rice,  cotton,  or  to- 
eshecD  and  provender  for  Ihe  horses,  ^  bacco,  or  wheat  growers,  in  any  part  of  our  coun- 
170  operatives,  with  their  families,  es-  try  in  that  year;  and  yet  Mr.  S.  says  "less  than  a 
uv  opeiauYos,  ^       ^j.  ^^         ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  foreign  cost  of  woollens 


But,  admitting  that  the  system  of  high  protection '  "'ric^itura'i  capital  now  in  requisition  To  supply  the   dends  f.r   the  last  11  years,  and  there  is  an  average 

.in.oi.o^  h.,  fi™„.  »„:.„;•;,   ;„   _„.  „„!,':„„„, ^  ^       -  n^  i„vp=fmpnt  of  «140  000 ''    This  sup-   annual  profit  of  5-3.11   per  cent.,  and  in   1841  of  7 

of  hrwool  soap,  teazles  and  firewood,   per  cent.;  either  of  which,  we   will  venture  to  say, 
is  denied  by  some  of  her 'leading  statesmen,  a"nd,  as  we   i^j^ed^InThe   factory;  of  winter  fodder  and  summer ;  is  better  than  the  average  of  the  rice,  cotton,  or  to- 


maintained  by  Great  Britain   is  not  only   necessary   „.,,,^yfjiP(ypl^^ 

but  beneficial  to  her  people;  which  we  have  just  seen, '  „]„  consists  of  the'wooii,  soap,''teaz'les  a 


believe,  only  sustained  by  those  who  are  deeply   in-;  pasture  for  th' 
terested  in  sustaining  it— Ihat  is,  the  great  landhold- ;  a,,(j  fogj  f^^  1 
ers — is  ttm  evidence  that  such  a  system   is  suited  to  '  ti^ated  at  500. 
our  circumstances,  or  that  it  will   be  wise  in  us  to  ' 
persevere  in  it'     We   think   not.     We  will  say  no- 
thing of  her  need  of  immense  revenue  to  maintain  her 

vast  dominion  by  sea  and   land,  her  navies,  and  her    _,  __,^^,^    ^^  ^^^ _.   _..,^ 

armies,  and  her  hosts  of  civil  officers.  We  will  con-'  fiVed'by  their  manufactu'res;  that  is,  as  long  as  the 
fine  ourselves  to  the  eHects  of  her  high  protective  j  ^3„yf^cturer  can  find  a  profitable  market  for  his 
duties  on  her  population  at  home,  without  regard  tOjpp^(j^|gtg  and  as  long  as  the  government  abstains, 
revenue.  ^^^^  ^^J^^  ji^g^t  taxation,  outweighing  the  benefits. 

Great  Britain  is  confined  within  geographical  li- ;  Is  it  surprising  that  the  people  of  Dutchess  county, 
mils  scarcely  exceeding,  if  equalling,  some  of  our  ;  looking  alone  to  the  immedite  benefits  to  themselves, 
own  states.  Wilhm  these  narrow  limite  twenty  mil- j  without  regard  to  the  ultimate  effects  even  on  tliem- 
lions  of  population  are  crowded.  A  portion  of  her '  stives,  or  to  the  immediate  effect  upon  other  portions 
lands  is  only  fitted  for  pasturage,  while  another  por-  !  of  the  union,  should  be  the  advocates  of  high  pro- 
tion  is  well  adapted  to  agriculture.  Her  bowels  are  '.  tection.'  But  let  us  pursue  the  statement  of  Mr. 
filled  with  iron,  tin,  copper,  coal,  and  other  materi-'  Schenck,  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  tempo- 
als  for  manufacture.     Her  insular  situation,  while  it '  rarj  benefits  to  the  people  of  Dutchess  county,  but 


bill  reported,  the  duty  is  fixed  at  40  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem; being  the  same  as  the  duty  on  30th  June,  184] , 
in  which  year  the  7  per  cent,  dividend  was  made; 
and  about  7  per  cent,  less  than  the  duty  in  June, 
1835,  in  which  year  the  15  per  cent,  dividend  was 
made;  and  ten  per  cent,  less  than  in  June,  1833, 
when  the  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  was  made,  and 
which  last  was  a  duty  of  50  per  centum— the  least 
amount  now  fixed  bv  Mr.  Schenck  as  necessary  to 
preserve  the  manufacturer  from  ruin.  If  so,  let  not 
the   laborer   in   that  factory,  or  the  farmer,  or  the 
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grazier,  who  supply  it,  be  deceived  by  (he  immedi- 
ate benefits  to  themselves:  they  must  also  look  to 
the  immediate  and  ultimate  effect  upon  the  revenue 
from  customs,  and  reflect  that,  if  home  manufac- 
tures exclude  the  foreign,  they  must  reduce  or  de- 
stroy revenue  from  foreign  manufactures;  and  that 
the  government  will  be  forced,  of  necessity,  to  sup- 
ply revenue  for  its  ordinary  wants,  to  heavy  taxa- 
tion on  tea  and  coffee,  now  admitted  free,  and  on 
salt  and  other  foreign  products  of  common  use 
amon"  them;  and,  when  these  fail  to  supply  a  suffi- 
ciency income,  then  to  a  direct  taxation  on  their 
lands,  buildings,  sheep,  and  capital  and  labor,  as  is 
now  the  case  in  England;  for  revenue  must  be  had, 
and  to  an  amount  daily  increasing,  as  the  country  in- 
creases, for  the  necessary  increasing  expenditures  of 
the  government.  The  immediate  benefit,  then,  is 
lost,  in  the  certianty  of  the  ultimate  burden,  which, 
as  in  England,  will  reduce  a  large  mass  of  our  peo- 
ple to  a  taxation  pressing  them  to  starvation. 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  show  the  effects  of  one 
small  factory  on  its  immediate  neighborhood,  and 
upon  revenue,  we  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the 
effects  of  the  whole  protected  manufactures  of  the 
union  upon  different  portions  of  the  country,  and 
upon  the  revenue  from  customs.  For  the  purpose 
of  doing  this  within  a  limited  scale,  we  have  select- 
ed a  few  of  the  most  important,  both  of  production 
and  consumption,  believing  that  an  exposition  of  the 
effects  of  these  will  be  a  fair  illustration  of  the 
whole.  The  facts  which  will  be  here  presented  are 
for  the  most  part  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  late 
census;  from  the  treasury  reports  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports, especially  of  the  year  1840;  and  from  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  committee,  a  part  of  which 
is  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  majority.  In  stating 
figures  we  have  generally  omitted  numbers  less  than 
1,000  as  immaterial.  The  omissions  of  the  frac- 
tions, many  of  which  are  large,  may  lead  to  appa- 
rent discrepancies  in  aggregates;  and  it  is  possible, 
even  after  the  utmost  care,  that  errors  may  have 
been  committed  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  even  twenty 
thousand  in  large  sums;  but  errors  of  thousands 
where  the  results  are  millions,  cannot  materially  af- 
fect the  conclusions  to  which  we  have  arrived. 

By  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  sixth  census, 
lust  made,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  in  eight  states, 
which  lie  together,  in  the  northern  and  northeastern 
sections  of  the  union,  (to  wit:  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Vermont, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania),  with  a 
free  population  of  6,258,000,  the  value  of  manufac- 
tures of  wool  is  $18,640,000;  while  the  value  of  the 
same  manufacture  in  all  the  remaining  states  and 
territories,  including  the  District  of  Columbia,  con- 
taining a  free  population  of  8,316,000,  and  a  slave 
population  of  2,486,000— in  all,  10,802,000— is  only 
$1,852,000.  It  will  be  further  seen,  that  the  quanti- 
ty of  domestic  fleece  wool  produced  in  the  year  1840, 
in  the  same  eight  states,  is  i30,266,000  pounds;  a  part 
of  which,  according  to  Mr.  Schenck's  statement, 
found  a  market  at  his  factory  at  48  cents  per  pound, 
or,  according  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cutts,  was 
worth  in  Vermont,  in  the  same  year,  an  average  of 
40  cents;  which  last  we  adopt  as  the  basis  of  our 
estimate,  and  at  which  rate  the  above  quantity  of 
wool  was  worth  §8,106,000,  while  in  all  the  residue 
of  the  union  the  production  was  only  15,535,000 
pounds,  worth  $6,214,000;  showing  a  difference  in 
favor  of  theeight  states  of  $1,892,000.  It  will  also 
appear,  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  of  the  imports  and  exports  from  the 
1st  October,  1839,  to  the  30th 'September,  1840, 
(the  latest  report  we  have),  that  of  manufactures 
of  wool  there  were  imported,  free  of  duty,  2,387,000 
dollars;  of  goods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty, 
$6,227,000;  and  of  those  subject  to  specific  duty, 
|463,000— in  all,  subject  to  duty  $6,690,000.  It 
will  further  appear,  that  there  were  re-exported  of 
the  above,  free  of  duty,  $24,000;  of  dutiable  goods 
not  entitled  to  drawback,  $17,500;  and  of  goods  en- 
titled to  drawback,  $346,000 — making,  in  all,  of 
goods  manufactured  of  wool,  which  were  imported 
and  paid  duty,  $6,344,000.  The  result  is,  that  the 
whole  import  of  woollens  which  remained  in  the 
country  for  consumption  for  that  year  was  only 
$8,689,000.  After  a  careful  »xamination,  we  can- 
not find  that  there  was  any  export  of  the  domestic 
manufacture  in  that  year.  The  whole  domestic  pro- 
duction, of  course,  remained  in  the  country  for  con- 
sumption, and  which,  added  to  tlie  foreign  import 
not  re-exported,  gives  for  the  whole  consumption  of 
the  union,  in  that  year,  $29,385,000;  of  which 
$18,840,000  was  the  production  of  the  eight  states 
above  named.  This  consumption  will  give,  as  the 
consumption  of  each  individual  in  the  U.  States, 
about  $1  70;  which,  from  our  experience,  is  not  the 
average  consumption  of  the  slave  population,  ur 
scarcely  so,  and  is  so  small  as  to  induce  the  belief 
that  foreign  woollens  must  have  bean  smuggled,  or 


that  the  census  returns  are  far  below  the  truth.  We 
will,  however,  take  this  as  the  average  per  head. 
The  result  is,  that,  according  to  population,  the 
eight  states  consume  $11,754,000,  while  the  whole 
residue  of  the  union  consumes  $17,631,000  worth. 
Having  now  disposed,  for  the  present,  of  the  sub- 
ject of  v/oollens,  let  us  proceed  in  like  manner  to 
the  subject  of  manufactures  of  iron.  By  the  cen- 
sus returns  it  appears  that  the  aggregate  manufac- 
ture of  cast  iron  in  the  union  is  28(5,903  tons,  and 
that  of  bar  iron  is  197,233  tons;  of  which  the  same 
eight  states  produce  166,613  tons  of  cast,  and  158,515 
of  bar,  while  the  product  of  all  the  rest  of  the  un- 
ion is  120,290  tons  of  cast,  and  38,718  of  bar.  By 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Oakley,  annexed  to  the  report 
of  the  majority,  it  appears  that  the  cast  iron,  wh 


leaves  for  the  home  consumption  $42,801,000;  which, 
added  to  the  foreign,  makes  the  whole  consumption 
of  the  United  States  in  1840  equal  to  $48,202,000, 
about  equal  to  $2  80  for  each  person;  and,  adopting 
the  above  ratio  of  4  parts  to  6,  gives  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  eight  states  $19,280,000,  and  for 
that  of  the  residue  of  the  union  the  sum  of 
$28,921,000.  Now,  when  we  recollect  that  cotton 
cloth  is  used  as  a  substitute  for  all  other  cloths,  for 
every  use  to  which  cloth  can  be  applied,  and  is  of 
more  common  use  among  the  poor  than  any  other, 
we  do  not  think  that  $2  80  per  head  exceeds  the 
average  consumption  of  any  section  of  the  country; 
and  if  we  are  right  in  this,  the  census  estimate  must 
be  entirely  below  the  truth,  as  any  individual  can  as- 
certain  by  calculating   the   averaga  consumption  of 


verted  into  certain  forms,  is  worth  about  $80  peri  his  own  family,  be  they  white  or  black.  Time  will 
ton  in  the  home  market,  and  bar  and  other  wrought ;  not  permit  us  to  go  into  similar  examinations  of 
iron  about  $85  per  ton,  average;  and  he  estimates' other  branches  of  extensive  manufacture  in  the  U. 
the  whole  wrought  and  cast  iron  made  in  the  United  ]  States — such  as  paper,  refined  sugar,  hats,  and  glass; 
States  in  1840  at  $25,000,000.  Taking  his  values;  the  three  former  of  which,  it  is  believed,  are  now 
and  referring  to  the  census  returns  for  data  on  which  |  almost,  if  not  entirely,  excluded  from  import  by  the 
to  found   proportions  of   production,  we   believe  we  \  high  duty. 

are  below  the  truth  when  we  say  that  the  eight ,  Having  endeavored  by  the  above  statements  to 
.states  produced  67  parts,  or  $10,750,000,  while  the  s),o,y  jhe  comparative  production  and  consumption 
rest  of  the  union  produced  33  parts,  or  $8,250,000.  •  ;„  the  eight  states  named,  with  that  of  all  the  rest 
By  the  table  of  exports  of  the  produce  of  iron,  for .  of  ii,e  union,  in  the  above  four  great  articles  of  ma- 
1840,  doc.  122,  page  252,  it  appears  that  the  whole  ;  uufacture,  and  also  the  amount  of  consumption  of 
export  of  the  United  States  of  the  domestic  pro- 1  each  of  those  articles  which  pay  no  dutv,  in  compa- 
ductsof  iron  was  $1,104,000;  leaving  for  home  con- '  ,.ison  with  the  amount  imported  which  pays  duty, 
sumption  $23,886,000.  By  the  summary  table  of  ^  let  us  now  proceed  to  ascertain  from  the  exports  of 
imports,  included  in  the  above  document,  page  122,  j  domestic  productions  how  those  eight  states  stand  in 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  manufactures  of  iron  |  that  regard,  in  proportion  to  the  exports  of  the  resi- 
imported  in  that  year,  paying  ad  valorem  duty,  was  due  of  the  union.  The  whole  export  of  domestic 
$2,575,000;  that  paying  specific  duties,  $4,650,000—  productions  of  every  description,  for  the  vear  1840, 
making  in  all  $7,231,000;  of  which  was  re-exported, }  ^as  $111,655,000;  of  which  the  products  of  the  sea, 
entitled  to  drawback,  $134,000,  and  not  entitled, '  amounting  to  $3,198,000,  may  be  considered  almost 
$57,000;  leaving  amount  paying  duty,  $7,097,000;  exclusively  the  product  of  the  labor  of  the  eight 
and  leaving  for  consumption,  §7,040,000;  and  leaving  5tates;  while  tobacco  $9,883,000,  and  raw  cotton 
for  the  whole  home  consumption,  both  of  domestic  |  $63,870,000,  and  rice  $1,942,000,  in  the  aggregate 
and  foreign,  $31,030,000;  of  which,  according  to  the  |  $75,695,000,  were  certainly  the  exclusive  productof 
ratio  of  population  of  4  parts  to  the  eight  states,  and  the  residue  of  the  union.  Now,  allowing  one-half 
of  6  parts  to  the  residue  of  the  union,  the  former ;  of  a))  the  balance  of  the  exports  to  the  eight  states, 
consumed,  say  §12,412,000,  and  the  latter  18,618,000  ,  vvhich  any  one  who  will  examine  the  summary  table 
dollars.  This  estimate,  even  in  this  article,  is  pro-  of  exports  annexed  to  the  treasury  report  for  1840, 
bably  a  fair  one,  from  the  well-known  destructive  above  referred  to,  will,  we  believe,  think  to  be  a 
character  of  the  slave  population.  |  very  liberal  allowance,  those  states  export  half,  say 

Passing,  now,  from  the  manufactures  of  iron,  we  ,  $16,386,000;  to  which  add  the  products  of  the  sea, 
will  proceed  to  those  of  leather;  and  here,  again, '  as  above,  $3,198,000,  and  we  have  $19,.584,000  as 
we  rely  upon  the  census  returns  of  1840,  though  said  the  whole  amount  of  their  share  of  the  foreign  ex- 
to  be  far  below  the  truth.  The  whole  leather  ma-  ports  of  the  year  1840,  while  the  exports  of  the  pro- 
nufaeture  of  the  United  States  is  stated  to  be  in  va- 1  auctions  of  the  residue  of  the  union  amounted  to 
lue  $33,134,000;  of  this   amount,   the   eight  states '  j;90  081  000. 

produce  $25,126,000,  while  the  residue  of  the  union  ,  '^  Taking  all  the  estimates  as  above  made  to  be  cor- 
produces  only  $8,008,000.  The  committee  of  a  con- ;  rect,  and  we  believe  they  apprpximate  very  nearly, 
vention  of  dealers,  manufacturers,  and  operatives  in  |  if  not  entirely,  to  the  truth,  the  following  table  will 
leather,  assembled  in  Boston  in  March  last,  reported  |  show  the  ag^rcate  results: 


to  your  committee,  as  will  be  found  in  the  statement 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  majority,  that  they  es- 
timate that  this  manufacture  produces  in  the  United 
States  "more  than  $50,000,000  worth  annually,  em- 
ploying 100,000  persons."  We  will,  however,  con- 
fine ourselves  to  the  amount  stated  in  the  census  re- 
turns, because  it  exhibits  the  particular  amount  of 
production  in  each  state;  premising  that  the  above 
committee  state  the  product  of  Massachusetts  alone 
as  equal  to  $18,000,000,  or  more  than  one-half  of  the 
whole,  as  shown  by  the  census.  The  import  of  ma- 
nufactures of  leather  into  the  United  States  in  1840, 
paying  an  ad  valorem  duty,  was  $473,091,  and  speci- 
fic duties  $69,407,  and  the  whole  re-export  $80, 
(which  re-export  of  $80  worth  went  to  Texas),  leav- 
ing $542,000  for  consumption,  paying  duty.  The  do- 
mestic exports  were,  of  shoes  and  boots,  $214,360, 
and  of  saddlery,  $59,517,  being  together  $273,800, 
and  being  more  than  half  of  all  the  import;  leaving 
of  domestic  and  foreign  production,  for  home  con- 
sumption in  the  United  States,  S33, 403,000,  or  about 
$2  average  to  each  person,  ana  which,  according  to 
the  ratio  above  adopted,  of  4  parts  to  6,  will  give 
for  consumption  to  the  eight  states  $13,361,000  and 
to  the  residue  of  the  union  $20,041,000;  and  this  last 
cannot  certainly  be  incorrect,  if  the  whole,  con- 
sumption, as  estimated  by  the  manufacturers,  of 
$50,000,000,  is  correct. 

Passing  from  the  manufactures  of  leather,  we 
will  proceed  to  the  examination  of  those  of  cotton.  By 
the  census  returns  it  appears  that  the  whole  value 
of  cotton  goods  manufactured  in  the  U.  States  is 
$46,3.50,000;  of  these,  the  eight  states  produce 
$4 1,380,000,  and  the  residue  of  the  union  $4,970,000. 
'i'he  value  of  like  manufactures  imported  into  Iho 
United  States  in  1840  is  $6,504,000;  and  the  amount 
re-exported  $1,103,000;  leaving  for  home  consump- 
tion the  value  of  $5,401,000.  Of  the  re-exportation, 
the  value  of  $989,700  was  entitled  to  drawback; 
which,  being  deduclcd  from  the  whole  import,  leaves 
$5,515,000  subject  to  duly.  The  exports  of  the  do- 
mestic manul'aclures  were  $3,549,000;  which,  de- 
ducted from  the  value  of  the  domestic  manufacture, 
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Remark.     The  difference  in  the  above  tables  be- 
tween the  aggregates  of  the  domestic  pi-oduction  and 
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of  the  consumption  of  the  domestic  production  is  the 
amount  of  domestic  products  exported.  We  do  not 
pretend  to  entire  accuracy  in  the  above  calculations, 
hnl  the  aggregates  approximate  so  nearly  the  truth, 
that  the  errors,  if  any,  cannot  affect  materially  the 
great  results. 

The  first  of  these  results  is,  that  the  eicht  states 
produced,  in  that  year,  (1840),  $79,020,000  of  the 
above  four  classes  of  manufactures  more  than  all  the 
other  eighteen  states,  and  the  territories  and  the 
District;  and  that  they,  (the  eight  states),  consume 
of  that  amount  $4S, 140,000,  leaving  the  residue,  after 
deducting  the  foreign  exports,  of  §4,9i6,000,  say 
$25,954,000,  as  the  consumption  of  the  rest  of  the 
union,  of  the  domestic  manufactures  of  woollens,  iron, 
leather  and  cottons,  of  the  eight  states.  Now,  if  we 
assume  the  average  duties  on  similar  articles  to 
have  been,  in  1840,  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  which 
no  one  can,  we  think,  doubt,  who  will  examine  the 
table  No.  3,  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  majority, 
the  duty  on  the  25,934,000  dollars,  if  the  same 
amount  had  been  imported,  would  have  amounted 
to  9,083,000  dollars,  while  the  duty  actually  paid 
into  the  treasury,  on  all  the  imports  of  the  like  four 
classes  of  manufactures,  calculated  on  the  same 
rate  of  duty,  paid  into  tlie  treasury  only  6,833,000 
dollars.  Now,  all  the  manufacturers  v/ho  have  been 
examined  before  the  committee  seem  to  agree  that, 
unless  the  duties  on  those  articles  are  kept  as  high 
as  they  were  in  1840,  they  cannot  live,  or  com- 
pete with  the  foreign  manufacture  in  our  own 
market;  and  in  this  opinion  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee seem  to  have  concurred,  by  reporting  a  bill 
assessing  the  same  amount  of  duties  on  those  im- 
ports as  were  levied  in  1840.  If  so,  the  consumers 
pay,  in  the  increased  price  of  the  domestic  product 
over  the  foreign,  the  whole  duty  of  35  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  (that  is;,  ^9,083,000),  which  whole  amount 
is  paid  by  the  eighteen  states  and  territories  in  the 
following  proportions,  according  to  representative 
population,  at  the  ratio  of  65,50(),  that  is  to  say,  di- 
viding the  whole  into  12S  parts:  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois and  Michigan,  pay  43  parts,  or  §3,051,000;  Dela- 
ware, Maryland  and  Virginia  23  parts,  or  ^1,632,000; 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  pay  21  parts,  or  ^1,490,000; 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Loui- 
siana and  Mississippi,  41  parts,  or  §2.907,000.  In 
these  estimates  we  have  taken  the  two-fifths  of  the 
slave  population  unrepresented  as  equivalent  to  the 
consumption  of  the  stale  of  Maine,  and  the  three 
territories  and  the  District.  Of  this  whole  amount, 
not  one  dollar  goes  into  the  treasury,  but  the  whole 
to  the  manufactiwers  of  the  eight  states,  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  difference  of  price  secured  to  them  by 
the  protective  duty.  This  bein^he  fact,  the  inquiry 
is  presented  to  these  eighteen  slates,  whether;  as  a 
mere  matter  of  profit  and  loss,  those  states,  or  any 
portion  of  them,  gain,  in  the  protection  afforded  to 
their  produciions,  an  equivalent  for  this  amount  of  in- 
direct taxation.''  We  think  not,  especially  when  it 
is  considared  that  this  consumption  of  the  foreign 
article,  thus  excluded  by  the  domestic,  would  have 
paid  into  the  treasury  the  greater  part  if  not  the 
whole  of  the  §9,083,000,  at  no  greater  cost  to  them, 
and  of  a  greater  portion  of  which  tliey  would  have 
got  the  benefit  of  the  expenditure.  And  for  this 
amount  of  duty,  and  the  §29,994,000  of  the  consump- 
tion, they  have  actually  paid  in  their  foreign  ex- 
ports, though  not  Into  the  treasury,  or  to  tlie  foreign  pro- 
ducer, as  will  appear  by  the  statement  of  toreign  ex- 
ports above.  The  distribution  which  we  have  thus 
made  of  this  tax  among  the  states,  as  above,  must, 
of  course,  be  modified  by  the  greater  or  less  amount 
of  their  own  domestic  production  of  the  several 
kinds. 

As  evidence  that  the  domestic  manufacture  is  ex- 
cluding the  foreign  to  an  extent  that  endangers  re- 
venue altogether,  except  derivable  from  that  portion 
of  our  consumption  which,  on  account  of  climate 
or  other  cause  cannot  be  furnished  by  home  prO' 
duotion,  we  refer  to  the  leather  manufacture,  to 
show  that  a  consumption  which,  by  data  from  the 
census  returns,  exceeds  §33,000,000,  and,  by  the 
statements  of  the  manufacturers  before  the  commit- 
tee, exceeds  §50,000,000,  only  pays  duly  on  542,000 
dollars,  that  being  the  value  of  the  foreign  import  in 
1840.  By  reference  to  the  tables  of  imports  for  that 
year,  with  a  population  of  17,000,000,  we  import- 
ed, of  boots,  shoes  and  slippers,  63,624  pairs;  and  by 
reference  to  the  tables  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  of  that  day,  of  imports  from 
1st  October,  1801,  to  SOth  September,  1802,  it  will 
-  appear  thai,  with  a  population  of  5,306,000,  there 
■were  imported  93,440  pairs.  By  reference  to  the  same 
tables,  it  will  also  appear  tliat.  in  1840,  there  were 
imported  of  nails  and  spikes  819,000  pounds;  and  in 
i86l-'2,  as  above,  3,418,171  pounds — a  difference  in 
favor  of  1801-'2  of  2,629,171  pounds.  This  reduc- 
tion in  the  quantity  of  imports  of  only  two  articles 
of  extensive  consumption  in  our  cotiiitry  will  show 


many  other  articles  of  common  consumption  specified 
in  the  bill. 

Now,  let  us  proceed  to  examine  the  truth  of  the 
position  of  those  who  admit  the  tax  on  the  consumer, 
but  insist  that  it  is  neutralized  by  the  benefits  derived 
from  the  domestic  manufacture.     We  may  admit  that 
it  may  probably  be  true  as  relates  to  those  who,  live 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  factory,  and  work  in  it, 
or  supply  food  to  the  laborer,  or  furnish  the  other  re- 
quirements of  the  establishment,  as  in  the  case  of 
Glenham  wool  factory,  above  referred  to.     But  how 
is  it  with   those  who  live  at  a  distance?    These  last 
can  only  be  benefitted  in  two  ways:  first,  by  the  re- 
duction in  price,  which  we  have  shown  is  not  the 
fact;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  pays  a  heavy  tax; 
or,  secondly,  by  giving  him  an  additional  better  mar- 
ket for  his  raw  material  or  other  produce.     Let  us 
see  whether  it  does  this.     Take  the  case  of  the  corn 
or  wheat  grower  of  the  seaboard  of  Maryland  or  Vir- 
ginia.    Do  the  iron  foundries  of  the  interior  benefit 
him,  or  contribute,  in  any  way,  to  compensate  him 
for  the  higher  price  he  pays  for  his  horse  shoes,  or 
ploughs,  or  hoes,  or  his  cotton  or  his  woollen  cloths, 
or  blankets,  or  hats,  or  negro  shoes.^    Take  the  rice 
planter,  and  we  will  find  that  the  quantity  of  rice 
consumed  in  the  mauufacturingstates  is  comparative- 
ly too  small  to  affect  the  market  price  materially,  or 
at  all.     Take   the  cotton  planter.     The  statements 
made  before  the  committee  would  show  that  the  eight 
states,  with  the  addition  of  Delaware,  Maryland  and 
Maine,  consume  about  300,000  bales,  or  120,000,000 
of  pounds,  say  one-sixth   of  the  average  crop  of  the 
U.  States.     The  other  1 ,500,000  bales,  or  600,000,000 
of  pounds,   may   constitute   about  one-half  of  the 
average  consumption  of  the  raw  material  in   Eu- 
rope, and  makes  the  consumption  here  about  one- 
eleventh  of  the  whole  consumption  of  Europe  and  the 
United  States;  but  if  no  cotton  was  manufactured 
in  the  United  States,  the  consumption  of  the  manu- 
factured article  would  not  be  materially  affected, 
especially   in  the  non-manufacturing  stales,  for  in 
such  case  these  last  would  certainly  consume  as  much 
as  they  do  now;  the  only  difference  would   be,  the 
article  would  be  manufactured  abroad,  and  sent  back 
here  to  be  consumed,  paying  20  per  cent,  lo  the  re- 
enue,  instead  of  40  or  50  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  to 
the  domestic  manufacturers.     The  remittance  to  pay 
for  the  foreign  manufactures  imported  would  be  fur- 
nislied   by  the  exported  raw  material,  so  that  no  ad- 
ditional foreign  dram  for  specie  would  be  created; 
and  thus  disappears  the  humbug  that  the  domestic 
manufacture  prevents  foreign  indebtedness.    It  would 
be  a  mere  exchange  of  the  raw  material  for  the  ma- 
nufactured, and  §1,000  worth  of  the  one  would  pay 
for  §1,000  cost  of  the  other.     Again:   There  is  no 
gain  in  difference  of  price  of  the  raw  material,  for 
the  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  New  Orleans  markets 
are  regulated  by  the  price  m  Europe,  as   all  know; 
and  the  purchaser,  whether  for  the  domestic  or  fo- 
reign market,   pays  just  the  same  price.     Where, 
then,  is  the  benefit  to  the  rice  or  cotton  states?    None 
that  we  can  see.     In  the  sea  island,  or  long  staple, 
none  certainly;  for  it  is  believed  that  scarcely  a  bale 
is  consumed  in  the  domestic  manufacture.     We  cer- 
tainly do  see   very  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  rice  or 
cotton  planter;  and  as  these  are  the  great  consumers 
of  the  horses,  caitle,  and  grain,  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  and  perhaps  even  of  the  northwestern 
states,  we  can  see  but  little  benefit  lo  them  by  a  sys- 
tem which,  while  it  reduces  the  ability  of  their  best 
customers  to  purchase,  must,  and  indeed  is,  forcing 
those  customers  to  produce  at  home  those  very  arti- 
cles.    So  far,  indeed,  is  the  system  from  being  a  be- 
nefit to  any  of  these  parlies,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  high  duties,  they  pay  from  12  to  16  cents  on  the 
dollar  more  for  each  pair  of  American  shoes  they 
consume  than  they  would  for  French  or   German 
shoes  of  the  same  quality,  after  these  last  have  paid 
20' per  cent,  duly  into  the  treasury,  as  will  appear  by 
reference  lo  the  statements  of  the  manufacturers  an- 
nexed to  the  report  of  the  majority.     The  same  re 
marks  will  apply  to  hats,  and  to  all  other  manufac- 

;.  ,    -.  J  .  ,     ,.;j„H  fni-  hv  the  consuiu-   tures /lij/i/i/urofcclerf  which  they  consume.     Thecili- 

of  duties  and  imuosts,  provideo  loi   ny  iiie  cunsiuu     ^^  a    .'r  j 

01  auiies  a™  V  •  H^,^_,  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  prevent :  zens  of  Mame  and  the  other  stales,  who  travel  into 
the  iaxing  of  one  Section  of  the  country  for  the  bene- ,  Canada,  well  know  that  they  can  get  a  broadcloth 
fit  of  "nSther  provided  the  tax  was  laid  indirectly,  !  coat  in  Quebec  at  about  two-t^iirds  of  the  cost  o.  a 
aid  paid  voluntarily;  as  in  his  case.  We  think  we  !  coat  of  the  same  quality  m  Boston,  New  York,  or 
have'^now  made  ^pretty  clear  that,  in  bar  iron  at ,  Philadelphia  But,  say  the  domestic  manulacturei^ 
leas^   Ihe  consumer  has  gained  nothing  by   high  pro-   destroy  our  domestic  factories,  and  all  manufaclures 

ec  i;e  dutie       The  sa.ue  result  will  be  found  to' the  !  would  imnied.ately  nse  m  price,   rom  want  of  com- 
SOperton,  and   him  I  petition.     This  would,  no  doubt 

ho  consumes  cotton  cloth  woi 


the  effect  of  domestic  manufactures  upon  revenue. 
An  investigation  into  other  articles,  of  like  com- 
mon consumption,  would,  no  doubt,  show  like  re- 
sults. But  why  waste  time  in  further  examination, 
when  the  table  above  shows,  in  a  consumption  of 
141,000,000  dollars  worth,  only  §21,500,000,  or  one- 
seventh,  is  supplied  from  abroad? 

We  have  stated  above  that  the  eighteen  states, 
with  three  territories  and  the  district,  pay  a  taxation 
of  upwards  of  §9,000,000  to  the  other  eight  slates; 
but,  lo  prcent  cavilling,  we  will  reduce  the  amount 
lo   three-fourths   of  that  sum — say   lo   §6,750,000. 
There  are  those,  however,  who  deny  the  existence  of 
such   lax  altogether;    and  others,  more  reasonable, 
who,  while  they  admit  the   lax.  insist  that,  by  the 
additional  demand  which  is  created  for  the  produc- 
tions of  the  eighteen  states  and   the  territories,  the 
benefit  is  equal   to  the  tax,  and  neutralizes  it.     Let 
us  for  a  moment  examine  these  tv.'o  positions.     The 
first  rests  upon  the  assertion  that  the  competition 
created  by  the  domestic  manufacture  has  so  reduced 
prices  that  the  consumer  is  even  the  gainer  by  the 
high  protection  which  first  induced,  and  now  sustains, 
the  domestic  manufacturing  system.     We  ask  if  this 
is  true?     By  reference  to  the  statements  annexed  to 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  the 
price  current  of  London  for  the  year  1806,  which  will 
be  there  found,  it  will  appear  that  the  price  of  bar 
iron  there,  in  that  year,  was  .£17  10s.,  which,  at  four 
dollars   and   eighty  cents  to  the  pound   sterling,  is 
§83  60;  and  by  another  table,  there  to  be  found,  it 
will  appear  that,  in  the  year  1341,  in  the  same  mar- 
ket, the  English  bar  iron  was  =f6  155.=§3a  10.     At 
the  same  time   it  will  appear  that,  in  Sweden,  the 
best  Swedish  bar  iron,  which  is  admitted  to  be  equal 
to  if  not  better  than  all  others,  was  soiling  for  ^11 
5s.=§53  92.     The  Swedish  bar  iron  sells  now  in 
London,  after  paying  a  duty  of  §7  10  per  ton,  for 
§64  80.     The  domestic  bar  iron  of  this  country  sells 
now,  and  did  in  1841,  in  the  New  York  market,  at 
§85  per  ton,  which  is  more  than  the  highest  priced 
bar  iron  did  in  London  in  1806;  while  the  best  bar 
iron  can  be  had  in  Sweden  for  §53  92,  being  §31  08 
per  ton  less  than  the  consumer  in  the  United  Slates 
pays  for  the  same  or  an   inferior  quality  of  the   do- 
mestic article.     Mr.  Young,  in   his  statement,  also 
annexed  to  the  majority   report,  says:  "That  upon 
the  English  prices  of  bar  iron  in  November  last,  and 
a  duly  of  twenty  per  cent,  bar  iron  could  be  delivered 
on  the  dock  in  New  York  at  about  §37   per  ton," 
which  is  §48  less  than  our  domestic  bar  iron  can  be 
now   purchased  at  the  same  place.     All   the   above 
facts  rest  upon  the  testimony  of  the  manufacturers 
themselves;  and,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  mistake 
in  our  assuming  them  to  be  true.     They  show  that 
we  pay  now  more  for  bar  iron  than  we  did  thirty-five 
years  ago,  while,  if  the  duty  was  reduced  to  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  we   would  get  now  the  best 
Swedish  at  §20  per  ton  less  than  we  pay  now;  besides 
which,  there  would  be  a  gain  to  the  revenue  of  twen- 
ty  per  cent.,  or  about  §7  50  per  ton,  whereas  now 
the  revenue  gels  nothing.     The  consumer  pays  the 
§20  lo  somebody,  and  that  somebody,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, is  the  domestic  producer;  and  therefore  he  (the 
consumer)  not  only   pays  that  tax  per  ton,  but  he  is 
forced  lo  pay  it  by  the  law  which  imposes  the  high 
duly.     In  the  case  of  bar  iron,  at  least,  while  no  duty 
is   paid   into  the  treasury,  the   American  consumer 
pays  a  bounty  of  §20  per  ton  to  the  domestic  manu- 
facturer; and   the  domestic  manufacturer,  v/hile  he 
puts  the  §20  into  his  pocket,  consoles  the  consumer, 
that,  by  the  domestic  competition  created  and  preserved  by 
high  protective  duties,  he  has  got  the  article  at  a  much 
lower  price  than  he  would  otherwise  have  done;  and, 
if  he  expresses  a  doubt,  the  manufacturer  assures 
him  that  it  is  even  so,  and  that  the  idea  that  high  pro- 
tective duties  increase  the  price  is  a  mere  "Virginia 
abstraction,"  and  that  he  had  belter  go  home  and  in- 
quire if  he  has  not  got  his  iron  cheaper  now  than  he 
could  have  bought  it  thirty  years  ago,  when  the  duly 
was  only  twenty  per  cent;  and  he  further  tells  lum, 
bv  way  of  comfort,  that  all  the  talk  about  the  equality 
'  ■  ■     posts,  provided  for  by  the  conslitu- 


:  the  result  if  we 


The  same  resu  .  . 

consumer  of  iron  easlinss  at  §30  per  ton,  and   him  '  petition-  .  .       . 

wTo  consume  cotton  cloth  worth  about  eight  cents 'were  competing  with  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
irEuropeTfterlhc  same  shall  have  been  Valued  at :  nation,  alone;  but  we  arc  competing  with  not  only 
L  custom  house  at  twenty  cents  the  square  yard,  :  Great  Britain,  but  with  France  and  aH  Germany 
and  a  duty  of  thirty  per  ceut^n  the  twenty  cents,  or  .  including  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  and  Nor.vay  and 
^ixcets  added  to  Ih'l  original  cost  of  eight  cents,  as  \  with  upper  Italy  and  Switzerland;  and  these  natons 
rDroidedbv  the  bill  reported  by  the  m-ajority  of  the  ''  are  compelmg,  ui  like  manner,  with  each  other  m 

=:t!;^^d  we  hf  aiso^-nn^  oj^huibt,  J  ^^^  ^^^^^z^zz:;:.^^'^^ 

letttee^a^  w^m'br'^ilfndtoSrthVr^suri;   ^Cession,  and  the  foreign  .ompetition^ould  pre- 
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vent  any  advance  in  prices  here.  We  liave  only  to 
advert  to  the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee 
of  parliament  of  which  jMr.  ffume  was  chairman,  to 
satisfy  us  that  this  would  be  the  case.  By  that  testi- 
mony, it  appears  that  woollen  cloths  arc  manufactur- 
ed cheaper  in  the  south  of  France  than  they  are  in 
England,  and  that  their  coarse  cloths  have  driven  the 
English  out  of  the  Italian  and  Egyptian  markets  to 
some  extent;  and  one  of  the  witnesses  before  that 
committee  thinks  that  woollen  cloths  can  be  produc- 
ed, in  several  parts  of  Germany,  so  cheap  as  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  transportation  and  15  percent,  duty, 
and  compete  with  the  English  in  the  English  market 
itself;  and  we  now  purchase  many  woollen  and  cot- 
ton cloths  in  Germany  and  France,  in  preference  to 
purchasing  them  in  England.  If  more  information  is 
wanted  on  this  subject,  we  refer  to  the  report  of  Mr. 
Hume  itself.  It  is  plain,  then,  that,  if  our  manufac- 
tories were  annihilated  to-morrow,  European  compe- 
tition would  alone  keep  down  the  prices.  Tlie  truth 
is,  that  our  consumption  is  small  in  comparison  with 
the  great  whole.  Our  consumption  in  1840,  includ- 
ing both  the  domestic  and  foreign  manufactures  of 
cotton  was  only  $18,000,000,  while,  in  the  same  year, 
the  export  of  England,  of  that  article  alone,  was 
i£24,55;3,000,  or,  at  $4  80  the  .£,=$117,850,219.  Our 
whole  production  of  ^46,000,000  would  scarcely  be 
missed  in  the  market  of  the  world,  and  would  in- 
stantly be  supplied  by  the  European  manufacturers. 
The  consumers  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States, 
however,  are  assured  that,  if  they  will  submit  only 
ten  years  longer  to  the  tax  imposed  by  our  system  of 
high  protection,  they  will  get  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture as  cheap  as  they  can  the  foreign  of  the  same 
quality  now.  There  would  certainly  be  much  of 
comfort  in  this  assurance,  if  we  did  not  know  that 
the  same  assurance  was  given  ten  }  ears  ago,  when 
the  compromise  act  was  adopted.  But  do  we  get 
them  as  cheap  now  as  we  could  purchase  from 
abroad,  subject  to  a  duty  of  20  per  cent..' 

On  the  whole,  then,  we,  and  we  presume  all,  are 
satisfied  tliat  high  protective  duties  add  nmch  to  the 
cost  of  the  protected  article  to  the  consumer;  that 
the  time  has  now  arrived,  when  a  continuation  of 
that  system  must  reduce  the  revenue  from  imposts 
even  to  a  less  amount  than  it  is  now,  or  must  confine 
those  imposts  to  articles  which,  from  climate  or  other 
cause,  we  cannot  ourselves  produce  to  any  extent, 
such  as  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  salt  and  wines;  and  that,  to 


greater  part  of  the  sterling  exchange  of  the  south 
and  west  is  sent  to  the  north  to  be  sold;  notwith- 
standing which,  exchange  is  always  against  the  south 
and  west. 

With  these  facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  the  loss  of 
the  trade  of  the  markets  of  the  eight  states  is  held  up 
as  the  mighty  bugbear  to  frighten  the  rest  of  the 
union  into  a  system  of  high  protection,  and  we  are 
taunted  with  a  bravado,  uttered  by  an  honest  manu- 
facturer in  the  late  great  leather  convention  in  Bos- 
ton, who  we  believe  was  a  disinterested  witness  be- 
fore the  committee,  in  the  following  words  of  bro- 
therly love:  ^^ He  wovld  Icll  the  southern  gentlemen  what 
we  uniit,  and  then  tell  them  toe  ir'ill  have  it."  If  he  had 
known  southern  gentlemen,  as  the  gentlemen  in  Mas- 
sachusetts do,  he  would  have  known  that  this  xras  not 
the  way  "lo  get  il." 

In  making  the  foregoing  estimates,  far  be  it  from 
us  to  mean  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  union — that 
is  a  calculation  which,  if  the  time  should  ever  come 
for  making  it,  is  not  to  rest  upon  figures,  but  upon 
estimates  of  higher  and  more  serious  import.  Our 
object  is  to  spread  before  the  people  the  whole  sub- 
ject, as  far  as  may  be  in  our  power,  that  they  may 
calmly  consider  it  in  its  whole,  and  not  in  its  partial 


branches  of  manufacture  which  are  now  pressing 
upon  us  for  protection,  and  apply  the  same  rule  to 
them,  (for  the  same  rule  must  apply  to  all),  and  what 
is  the  picture  of  the  future,  and  that  the  future  of  even 
the  present  generation?  Tlie  answer  is  obvious. — 
The  manufacturers  supported  by  limited  capitals 
must  fail,  and  the  operative  be  left  without  employ; 
or,  to  sustain  themselves,  wages  must  be  reduced, 
until  the  reduction  reaches  to  what  is  called  "the 
pauper  wages  of  Europe,"  when,  to  escape  starvation, 
they  must  go  at  last  to  where  nature  now  invites 
them — to  the  vast  and  waste,  but  rich  wilderness  of 
the  west,  for  a  subsistence;  and  to  which  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  in  like  condition  are  daily  has- 
tening from  Europe;  and  to  which  other  hundreds  of 
thousands  are  sighing  to  follow,  but  cannot,  from  in- 
ability to  procure  the  means  of  removal. 

But  to  return  to  the  immediate  subject  in  hand — 
the  revenue.  What  is  to  be  the  effect  of  this  entire 
exclusion  of  foreign  competition  upon  that.'  Those 
foreign  products  only  which  do  not  enter  into  com- 
petition with  ours,  or  rather  those  only  which  we, 
from  climate,  cannot  produce,  will  be  imported,  and 
the  whole  revenue  from  customs  must  be  derived 
from   them.     Of  these,    the    principal    luxuries   are 

ines,  silks   and  spices,  which,  with  the  ease  with 


bearing;  that  feelings  may  be  reconciled,  not  excited; 

and  that,  in  the  midst  of  the  pecuniary  distress  which  !  which  the  two  last,  especially,  can  be  smuggled,  will 
now  presses  upon  all,  we  may  meet  together  to  con-  !  cease  to  furnish  revenue,  to  any  extent,  if  subject  to 
suit  for  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and  for  the  very  high  duties.  The  residue  of  the  principal  arli- 
best  means  of  raising  revenue,  so  essential  "for  the  '  cles  are  salt,  now  subject  to  a  duty  of  3  cents;  and 
common  benefit  and  general  welfare."  I  tea  and  coffee,  v^hieh  are  now  free;  and  sugar.  Will 

With  these  views,  we  will  now  proceed  by  pre-  ■  the  people,  and  especially  the  poorer  classes,  submit 
raising,  what  we  think  no  one  can  deny,  that  the  in- :  to  a  high  duly  on  these?  And  if  they  do,  the  only  ef- 
creaseof  domestic  manufactures  has  prevented  the  feet  would  be  to  add  to  the  privations  of  the  poor, 
increase  of  the  imports  of  the  foreign  manufactures  and  to  deprive  them  of  even  these  small  comforts, 
of  like  kinds  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  our  po-  amid  their  poverty;  and  force  them,  as  the  laboring 
pulation,  extension  of  territory,  and  necessary  in-  I  classes  are  now  forced  in  England,  by  high  duties,  to 
creased  expenditure.  This  being  admitted,  the  in-!  buy  them  by  the  ounce  instead  of  the  pound.  While, 
quiry  presents  itself,  has  this  increase  of  the  domes-  <hen,  high  protection  may,  for  the  moment,  afford  re- 
tic  manufactures  been  caused,  in  whole  or  in  part,  i ''ef  to  the  manufacturer,  and  may  possibly  for  a  year 
by  protective  duties?  In  so  vast  and  diversified  a  '  or  two  increase  the  revenue,  yet  the  effect  must  be 
country  as  ours  is,  and  with  such  an  intelligent  and  to  increase  the  domestic  competition,  and  diminish 
enterprising  population,  and  where  personal  liberty  the  revenue,  by  the  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article, 
and  private  property  are  well  protected,  and  with  an  ""til  wages  are  reduced  to  the  "pauper"  wages  of 
almost  boundless  field  inviting  to  enterprise,  manu-  Europe,  and  direct  taxation,  as  in  England,  upon  al- 
factures  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have  grown  up  [  "lost  every  article  necessary  to  comfort,  and  even  to 
and  flourished,  and  would  have  kept  pace  in  health-  existence,  or,  as  it  is  said  there,  even  to  the  air  they 
fill  action  with  the  increasing  wealth  and  population  breathe,  must  he  imposed,  to  supply  the  indispensa- 
of  the  country,  as  far  certainly  as  the  article  could  ble  demands  of  the  government,  and  that  in  a  very 
obtain  sufficient  revenue  from  these,  they  must  be  ^  have  been  produced  as  cheap  at  home  as  brought  few  years, 
subjected  to  enormous  taxation.  And,  further,  we  j  from  abroad.  So  far  they  would  have  increased  j  But,  on  this  portion  of  the  subject,  there  is  yet 
are  satisfied  that,  while  all  the  great  branches  of  la- 1  without  protection,  nor  would  they  have  needed  it. '  another  view  to  be  taken.  The  cotton  of  the  south 
bor  and  production  are  suffering  severely  in  every  l  This  healthful  action  would  have  been  aided  and  and  southwest  had  heretofore  produced  such  profita- 
quarter  of  the  union— for,  if  the  manufacturer  can-  j  cherished  by  the  incidental  protection  which  mode-  ble  results  as  to  invjtc  and  create  competition,  both 
not  realize  five  per  cent,  on  his  capital,  neither  can  ]  rate  duties,  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  at  home  and  abroad,  to  an  extent  which  has  now 
thence  or  cotton  or  sugar  planter,  or  the  grain  grow-  would  have  afforded;  but  the  present  alleged  distress,  [rendered  that  culture  of  little  profit,  so  that  very 
er,  or  the  grazier— it  would  be  the  extreme  of  injus-  if  the  distress  really  exists,  and  it  probably  does  in!  few  planters,  at  present  prices,  can  realize  even  five 
tice  to  subject  eighteen  states  to  heavy  burdens,  for  manv  cases,  proves  that  manufactures  have  gone  far;  per  cent.,  and  many  not  half  of  that  profit;  and  the 
the  benefit  of  the  eight  remaining.  And,  further,  I  beyond  the  healthful  action  referred  to,  and  that '  rapid  increase  of  the  culture,  as  the  vast  forests  to 
that,  if  we  persevere  in  the  system  of  high  protec-  i  more  capital  has  been  already  invested  than  can  be  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  are  opening,  leaves  but 
tion  tea  and  coffee,  and  other  essentials,  now  admit- !  profitably  employed.  That  this  excessive  investment '  little  hope  of  any  permanent  advance  in  price,  be- 
ted freeof  duty,  must  be  sufijected  J.O   heavy  taxa-    has   been    induced   by    high  protection,  no  one  can  '  yond    the  present  low  rates.     At   the  present  time, 

doubt  who  will  recall  to  mind  the  ruin  caused  some  the  greater  part  of  the  labor  of  that  rich  and  vast 
twenty  years  ago  to  the  then  established  manufacto-  |  section  is  engaged  in  its  culture.  Their  wants  are 
ries,  by  tlie  new  investments  and  competition  prodii-[  now  principally  supplied  by  the  manufacturers  of 
ced  at  that  time  by  the  increase  of  the  duties.  But  the  north  and  east;  and  by  the  cattle,  horses,  and 
why  refer  to  past  events  as  evidence,  when  at  this  hogs,  and  other  productions  of  the  west.  The  more 
very  moment  the  manufacturers  are  urging  upon  us, !  considerate  among  them  are  now  beginning  to  feel 
as  an  act  of  justice  and  of  right,  that,  as  they  were  !  the  necessity  of  making  and  raising,  within  them- 
lempted  by  high  duties  to  engage  in  the  business, '  selves,  those  articles  of  necessary  every  day  con- 
theyoughtto  be  protected  by  stillhigherdutiestosave  sumption,  and  for  doing  which  nature  has  afforded 
them  from  ruin.  We  think,  then,  that  it  cannot  be  to  them  every  facility.  Their  mineral  wealth,  and 
denied  that  high  protective  duties  heretofore  have  their  water  power,  and  their  fuel,  are  almost  unli- 
caused  the  necessity  for  higher  protective  duties  mited,  the  raw  material  of  cotton  and  wool  is  at 
now,  to  secure  even,  as  they  say,  reasonable  profits. '  their  doors:  their  climate  is  propitious  for  the  pro- 
But  here  another  and  very  grave  question  presents  duclion  of  almost  every  article  necessary  for  food  or 
itself.  Like  causes  produce  like  effects,  under  like !  manufacture.  The  statements  above  show  that  a 
circumstances.  In  the  present  state  of  the  civilized  very  limited  market  is  furnished  abroad  for  the 
world,  while  capital  is  eagerly  seeking  every  where  I  northern  and  eastern  manufactures,  or  for  the  pre- 
fer safe  investment,  at  even  small  profits,  when  Eng-|  diictions  of  the  west,  and  that  there  is  but  little  pro- 


tion;  and  when  these  fail  to  afford  sufficient  i 
direct  taxation  must  be  resorted  to,  even  in  time  of 
profound  peace.  7'his  state  of  our  country  would, 
indeed,  be  the  independence  of  the  celestial  empire, 
but  it  would  be  an  independence  based  on  a  violation 
of  the  great  laws  of  nature,  by  which  it  is  wisely  or- 
dained that,  from  the  diversities  of  climate,  soil  and 
production,  nations  shall  be  dependent  upon  each 
other  for  exchanges  of  their  respective  commodities. 
It  is  to  give  facilities  lo  this  interchange  that  rivers 
flow,  and  the  ocean  spreads  out  its  mighty  highways, 
and  the  winds  change,  and  the  north  star  stands  as 
the  guide  to  the  mariner.  Nature  never  intended 
that  the  great  and  necessary  consumption  of  man 
should  be  supplied  by  a  hot-house  system,  whether 
that  consumption  is  of  vegetables  or  of  manufactures. 
We  have  shown,  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report, 
that  the  foreign  exports  of  the  eighteen  states  and 


Iqo  nqrnnn'*'\''l    V^"*"  ^'""'"'ted    to   the    sum  of ;  lish  manufacturing  science  and   skill,  with  English  i  bability  of  an  extension  of  thai  market.     The  ndrth- 
rl.!._;i"    .'.^!l',n  lo.' "L'"  '■emaining eight  states  I  capital,  are  spreading  themselves  over  the  valleys  of  |  ern  and  eastern  manufacturers,  therefore,  find  their 

Switzerland  and  the  mountains  of  the  Tyrol,  and  are  great  market  in  the  cotton-growing  states,  as  do  also 
even  lighting  their  fires  on  the  sides  of  the  Andes, '  the  western  producers  of  cattle,  horses,  hogs,  and 
will  not  high  protective  duties  invite  again,  as  it  did  grain;  but  should  the  cotton-growing  states  manu- 
before,  new  and  extensive  competition,  both  foreign  i  facture  for  themselves,  or  raise  the  caltle,  horses, 
and  domestic;  and  will  not  the  same  distress  and  ruin  and  hogs,  necessary  for  their  own  wants,  all  of 
as  followed  before,  but  more  aggravated,  because  in- 
volving greater  numbers,  call  again  for  duties  still 
higher,  to  exclude  the  very  limited  competition  of 
foreign  capital  and  cheap  foreign  labor  which  still 
exists,  and  which  it  is  now   sought  to  exclude?     We 


amounted  to  $19,584,000,  amounting,  in  all,  to 
$111,605,000.  Of  this  last  we  allow,  according  to 
the  former  apportionment,  for  consumption,  six  parts 
to  all  the  union,  except  the  eight  stales  named,  equal 
to  §66,999,000;  which  last  amount,  deducted  from 
their  above  foreign  exports,  leaves  a  balance  of  trade 
in  their  favor,  of  «>26,032,000.  If  the  foreign  import, 
then,  had  been  the  only  import  in  that  year,  those 
eighteen  states  would  have  had  a  surplus  to  that 
amount  to  receive  in  specie,  and  exchanges  would 
have  been  enormously  in  their  favor.  But,  so  far 
from  this,  the  exchanges  have  been  for  years  against 
them,  in  their  exchanges  with  the  eight  slates;  and 
why?  Because  they  purchased  from  the  eighl  stales 
for  consumption,  that  amount  of  <i;26,082,000  more 


which  is  now  being  done,  where  are  the  north  or  the 
cast  to  find  a  market,  or  where  the  west'  That  they 
will  do  this,  is  not  imaginary;  that  they  are  already 
doing  it,  is  certain.  The  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  and 
the  northern  portions  of  Alabama  and   Mississippi, 


say  limited,  for,  by  reference  to  the  tables  above,  it !  are  doing  it.  They  are  wisehj  raising  their  own  cat 
will  appear  that  the  foreign  articles  in  the  four  clas- 1  lie,  horses,  bacon,  and  wheat,  to  ihe  exclusion  of 
ses  of  manufactures  of  most  common  consumption  in  1  western  products;  and  the  cotton  factories  at  Athens, 
the  country  are  not  more  than  one-seventh  of  the  in  Georgia,  are  competing  with  like  factories  at 
consumplion.      Even  that   total   exclusion,  which,   Pawlueket  and  at  Lowell.     But  this  is  not  all:  Ohio, 


iprpli^fpvil   inn      Tif"^"™      \''''' "''"^  '''''''^'' ''"'*' **''''''^ 't^nioves  all  competition,    will  also  entirely    and    Kentucky,    and   Tennessee,    are   beginning    to 
fhrnnrih   In  lA.  .!,,..)!  "  Sterling  bill  gocs  fiom  j  destroy  revenue  from  that  source,  will  only  postpone    manufacture,  "to  a  considerable  extent.     And  Mary- 

ine  norm  to  me  south  or  west  to  be  sold,  while  the  '  the  ruin  for  A  few  years.     Extend  this  view  to  all '  land  already  manufactures  #1,150,000  worth  of  cot- 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  28,  1842— TARIFF. 


201 


ton  scoods,  and  Virginia  her  5i44G,000  worth,  besides 
nearly  25,000  tons  of  iron;  and  South  Carolina  2,.500 
tons;  and  Louisiana  nearly  as  much;  and  Georgia, 
•with  unbounded  means,  is  already  enterincj  into  the 
market;  and  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio,  togeth- 
er, produce  upwards  of  100,000  tons;  and  Maine  is 
competine;  in  wool,  and  in  all  the  variety  of  northern 
and  eastern  manufactures.  Now,  we  ask  the  north 
and  northeast,  when  all  these  states  supply  them- 
selves, where  are  they  to  find  a  market  for  their  la- 
bor.' And  in  an  especial  manner  we  ask  the  eastern 
states  whether,  like  Tyre  of  old,  the  fisherman  will 
not  spread  his  nets  on  the  rock  of  Plymouth,  and 
Lowell  "be  a  desolation?"  The  loss  of  the  market 
in  the  southern  and  western  states  will  be  rendered 
the  more  speedy  and  certain  by  high  protective  du- 
ties; for  the  very  etfect  of  protection  is  to  encourage 
the  increase  of  manufactures,  and  will  operate  alike 
in  every  region  where  capital  is  seeking  investment 
and  labor  employment,  and  where  like  facilities  are 
afforded.  We  invite  investigation  into  the  truth  of 
our  statements;  and  we  ask  our  people,  in  every  sec- 
tion of  this  vast  Union,  and  especially  of  the  manu- 
-  facturing  sections,  for  tUem,  both  a  grave  and  candid 
consideration.  We  feel  that  we  have  done  but  our 
duty  in  presenting  them,  and  we  trust  that  we  have 
done  IhcU  duty  calmly  and  honestly,  and  in  a  proper 
spirit. 

We  have  shown,  as  we  think  clearly,  at  least  we 
have  endeavored  to  do  so,  that  the  effect  of  high  du- 
ties and  protection  hitherto  in  our  country  has  been 
to  excite  ruinous  competition,  and  to  prevent  an  in- 
crease of  revenue  on  particular  articles  of  manufac- 
ture, of  large  consumption  in  the  country,  propor- 
tioned to  our  increasing  population  and  increasing 
necessity  for  revenue.  We  have,  we  trust,  also 
shown,  in  like  manner,  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
temporary  benefits*  resulting  to  the  people  in  the 
manufacturing  sections  from  high  protection,  those 
benefits  can  be  only  temporary;  and  that,  if  the  fur- 
ther protection  now  demanded  is  afibrded,  it  will  on- 
ly hasten  the  evil  day  to  them,  which  must  come, 
and  greatly  aggravate  the  evil  when  it  does  come — a 
day  when  legislation,  even  of  the  most  friendly  cha- 
racter to  the  manufacturer,  cannot  provide  relief. 
The  danger  is  from  domestic  competition,  which 
cannot  be  prevented  by  any  legislation  of  ours;  and 
that  domestic  competition  is  not  to  be  confined  to  the 
competition  of  domestic  capital,  skill,  and  labor,  but 
must  extend  to  cheap  English  capital  and  skill,  and 
cheap  European  labor,  planting  themselves  within 
our  own  borders,  in  the  rich  mountains  of  the  south 
and  the  vast  and  fertile  valleys  of  the  west.  We 
ask  whether  it  is  not  better,  in  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race,  in  that  of  your  pilgrim  fathers, 
to  meet  the  evil  at  once,  and  by  sacrifices  compara- 
tively small  to  avert  it'  We  ask  whether  a  system 
of  moderate  duties,  designed  for  revenue  alone,  yet 
afTording  incidental  reasonable  protection,  is  not  bet- 
ter than  a  system  of  high  protection,  even  although 
a  portion  of  the  capital  and  labor  now  employed  in 
manufactures  may  be  forced  into  other  employ? 
And  we  appeal  to  the  six  millions  of  English  pau- 
pers for  experience,  to  enable  us  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion; and  we  appeal  to  Ireland,  and  to  Great  Britain 
herself,  and  to  her  colonies  in  the  islands  of  the  west 
and  on  the  continent  in  the  east;  we  appeal  to  her, 
with  all  her  wealth  and  all  her  abject  poverty,  to  an- 
swer the  question. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  effect  of 
high  protection  upon  the  consumer,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  Union  he  may  live.  It  is  said  that  high  du- 
ties have  cheapened  the  manufactured  article,  and 
thus  the  consumer  has  been  benefitted.  That  many 
articles  which  formerly  cost  twenty  cents  can  now 
be  bought  for  ten  or  twelve,  is  unquestionable;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  true  that  many  arti- 
cles, which  the  consumer  of  them  himself  produces, 
and  which  formerly  sold  for  twenty  cents, cannot  now 
he  sold  for  ten  or  twelve.  Cotton  and  woollen  goods 
are  instances  of  the  former;  the  raw  cotton  and  rice 
instances  of  the  latter.  The  cotton  and  the  rice 
grower,  then,  as  far  as  their  cheapened  consumption 
goes,  gain  nothing  by  the  reduction  in  the  price  of 
the  manufactured  article,  for  a  pound  of  cotton  or 
rice  will  now  buy  in  quantity  no  more  of  those  man- 
ufactures than  they  did  formerly.  As  far  then,  as 
their  consumption  of  the  article  goes,  they  have 
gained  nothing  by  the  fall  of  the  price.  The  pound 
of  cotton  or  rice  will  buy  just  as  much  of  those  ar- 
tides  now  as  it  did  then,  and  no  more.  But  when 
the  cotton  or  rice  grower  comes  to  pay  for  articles 
the  price  of  which  has  not  been  reduced  in  like  man- 
ner, as  in  the  case  of  bar  or  cast  iron,  then  he  feels 
the  reduction  in  the  price  of  his  own  product.  But 
admit  that  all  he  sells  and  all  he  buys  are  cheaper 
than  they  were  formerly,  still  we  repeat  the  inquiry, 
what  is  the  effect  of  high  protection  upon  the  consu- 
mer? To  ansv/er  this  question,  we  must  refer  to 
what  we  have  heretofore  stated.     The  price  of  rice, 


1  cotton,  or  tobacco,  is  not  dependent  upon  or  affected 
materially  by  the  market  in  the  United  States,  but  is 
regulated  by  the  foreign  market.  Now,  if  the  price 
of  rice,  cotton,  or  tobacco,  has  fallen  in  the  foreign 
market,  all  foreign  products,  whether  of  manufac- 
tures or  of  luxuries,  have  fallen  there  in  proportion; 
and  if  the  producer  here  received  his  returns  at  the 
I  prices  of  the  market  in  which  he  sells,  still  he  would 
I  lose  nothing  by  the  depreciation  of  his  own  products. 
But  the  ett'ect  of  the  duty  is  to  destroy  this  equality. 
I  He  sells  and  buys  at  the  prices  in  the  foreign  market; 
I  but  what  he  buys  he  cannot  consume  at  home  until 
;  he  pays  the  duty  upon  it,  be  it  high  or  low.  Here 
I  the  equality  is  destroyed,  and  his  loss  by  the  general 
depreciation  of  the  foreign  market  is  just  the  duty 
[which  he  pays  on  the  import;  or,  if  he  brings  back 
j  money,  and  buys  the  domestic  manufacture,  his  loss 
is  just  the  amount  which  the  price  of  the  domestic 
manufacture  has  been  enhanced,  over  the  foreign,  by 
;  the  protection.  And  what  is  his  compensation?  No- 
thing. For  we  do  not  consider  that  either  the  cot- 
ton, the  rice,  or  the  tobacco,  gains  any  equivalent  in 
the  duty  imposed  to  protect  them. 

Thus,  then,  while  he  loses  by  the  general  depre- 
ciation in  the  market,  by  all  he  sells,  he  gains  no 
equivalent  advantage  by  the  general  depreciation  in 
what  he  buys,  or  if  any,  very  small.  His  burden, 
then,  consists  in  the  loss  of  equivalent  advantages; 
and  as  the  duty  is  increased,  his  burden  increases  in 
amount.  If  this  increase  of  burden  is  called  for  by 
j  the  necessities  of  the  revenue,  none  will  complain, 
.  at  least  none  ought  to  complain;  but  if  that  necessity 
1  can  be  met  by  a  reduction  of  the  burden,  instead  of 
.  its  increase,  then  all  the  consumers  have  a  right  to 
complain,  and  the  more  especially,  if,  while  all  are 
suffering  from  the  depression  of  prices,  that  burden 
is  increased  on  all,  for  the  protection  of  a  particular 
class,  as  is  avowedly  one  object  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  But  even  here, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  general  indebtedness  through- 
out the  country,  this  increase  of  burden  might  be 
quietly  acquiesced  in.  But,  while  all  property  and 
products  have  depreciated  to  a  third  of  their  former 
value  in  money,  the  amount  of  the  debt  is  precisely 
the  same.  A  debt  of  ^100,  which  could  formerly 
have  been  paid  by  two  bales  of  cotton,  is  still  a  debt 
of  $100,  and  requires  six  bales  to  pay  it.  The  same 
is  applicable  to  the  day  laborer  who  is  in  debt,  and 
indeed  to  all  classes  of  debtors.  The  loss  falls  upon 
all.  The  man  of  large  property  is  no  longer  able  to 
i  pay  his  debts,  except  at  ruinous  sacrifices  of  proper- 
,  ty.  He  is  no  longer  able  to  employ  the  mechanic  or 
the  laborer;  and  the  mechanic  and  laborer  are 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  they  and  their  for- 
mer rich  employer  become  beggars  together.  Such 
is  the  case  in  every  part  of  our  country:  and  is  it  at 
such  a  time  as  this,  that  wise  and  just  legislation  would 
extend  the  arm  of  protection  to  one  class  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  others? 
j  We  have  said  that  the  effect  of  protective  duties  is 
'  to  keep  up  the  prices  Ite.fe  far  beyond  the  prices  at 
which  they  could  be  imported  from  abroad  at  a  mere 
revenue  duty.  Can  this  be  denied?  Why  do  the 
manufacturers  come  here  to  demand  protection  at 
our  hands'  Will  any  one  in  his  senses  believe  that 
their  object  is  to  reduce  the  price  of  their  own  goods 
to  the  consumer,  or  that  they  believe,  for  one  mo- 
j  ment,  that  it  will  have  that  effect'  Is  not  this  single 
question  an  answer  to  all  such  pretences?  The  very 
object  of  protection  is  to  secure  to  the  domestic  ar- 
I  tide  a  higher  price  in  the  home  market,  by  adding 
I  to  the  cost  of  the  foreign  article  in  the  same  mar- 
jket.  Now,  while  we  msist  that  such  is  both  the  ob- 
Iject  and  etfect  of  protection,  we  at  the  same  time 
'  admit  that  the  price  thus  added  to  the  price  of  the 
domestic  article  is  not,  in  all  cases,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  duty  or  tax  imposed  on  the  importation 
of  the  foreign.  There  has  been  much  discussion  as 
to  who  pays  that  duty  or  tax;  some  insist  that  it  falls 
on  the  foreign  producer,  some  on  the  home  produ- 
cer, and  others  on  the  consumer.  The  view  we 
take  of  the  matter  is  this.  We  premise,  however, 
that  in  all  cases  the  manufacturer,  whether  foreign 
or  domestic,  will  ask  the  highest  price  which  can  be 
had  for  his  commodity.  If  the  article  is  not  pro- 
duced in  this  country,  the  consumer  pays  the  whole 
duty,  whatever  it  may  be,  if  he  is  obliged  to  buy. 
If  the  article  is  produced  here,  and  the  duty  is  pro- 
hibitory, the  consumer  pays  the  whole  duty,  not  into 
the  treasury,  but  into  the  pocket  of  the  manufactu- 
rer; but,  in  such  case,  if  there  be  competition  in  the 
production  of  the  domestic  article,  sufficient  to  re- 
duce the  price,  the  consumer  saves  to  the  extent  of 
the  reduction  of  price,  and  the  domestic  producer 
loses  an  equivalent  amount  of  his  profits,  and  the 
difference  between  that  price  and  the  amount  of  the 
duty  is  paid  by  the  consumer  to  the  producer.  If  the 
production  abroad  is  so  cheap  as  to  enable  the  for- 
eign producer  to  pay  the  duty  and  expenses  of  trans- 
portation, and  still  to  enter  into  competition   with 


the  domestic  manufacturer  in  the  market  here  so  as 
to  compel  the  latter  to  reduce  his  price  then  the 
difference  between  the  amount  of  that  reduction  and 
the  duty  is  a  reduction  of  so  much  of  the  profits  of 
both  the  foreign  and  domestic  producer,  and  the  con- 
sumer pays  the  whole  residue  of  the  duty,  whatever 
that  may  be,  back  to  the  foreign  producer,  who  has 
previously  paid  the  whole  into' the  treasury.  If  the 
importer  of  the  foreign  article,  in  consequence  of 
the  increased  cheapness  of  production  abroad,  can 
still  afford  to  sell  his  goods  lower  than  he  has  pre- 
viously done,  the  domestic  producer  is  forced,  in  or- 
der to  effect  sales,  to  reduce  his  prices.  This  is  the 
contest  which  has  been  going  on  since,  by  the  im- 
provement of  machinery,  the  foreign  and  domestic 
manufactures  combined,  have  equalled  or  exceeded 
the  demands  of  consumption;  and  the  ultimate  result 
would  be,  provided  the  government  did  not  interfere, 
that  the  purchaser  or  consumer  here  would  purchase 
at  the  very  lowest  price  at  which  the  article  could 
be  produced,  eilher  abroad  or  at  home,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  expense  of  the  transportation  of  the 
foreign  commodity.  But  the  govcrnmi^nt  does  inter- 
fere in  one  of  two  ways:  first,  by  laying  a  duty  on 
the  import  of  the  foreign  commodity,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  revenue,  say  1.5  or  20  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. In  this  case  it  is  obvious  that  the  importer,  if 
previously  he  had  sold  the  article  at  the  lowest  rate 
he  could  afford,  must,  to  save  himself  from  loss,  add 
that  15  or  20  per  cent,  to  his  price;  and  the  imme- 
diate effect  of  this  addition  is,  that  the  domestic  pro- 
ducer adds  that  amount  to  his  price,  and  the  purcha- 
ser pays  the  addition.  Here  the  revenue  duty  affords 
that  much  protection  incidentally  to  the  domestic 
manufacturer,  not  with  a  view  to  protect  him,  but  to 
raise  revenue.  But  suppose,  in  such  case,  the  do- 
mestic manufacturer  is  not  content,  but  demands  a 
greater  protection,  and  the  government  consents  and 
adds  10  per  cent,  more  to  the  duty:  here,  again,  the 
importer  is  forced  to  add  that  10  per  cent,  to  his 
price,  and  the  domestic  article  is  also  advanced  in 
like  manner,  and  so  on,  until  the  duty  is  raised  so 
high  that  the  domestic  producer  can  undersell  the 
importer  of  the  foreign  article,  and  still  make  large 
profits;  in  which  last  case,  the  domestic  producer 
gets  possession  of  the  whole  market,  and  the  foreign 
is  excluded  altogether.  In  this  last  case,  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  purchaser  is  now  at  the  mercy  of  the 
domestic  producer,  and  must  either  pay  the  price  he 
chooses  to  impose,  or  go  without  the  article;  at  the 
same  time,  the  revenue  from  the  article  is  altogether 
lost,  and  the  domestic  producer  has  got  all  the  bene- 
fit. The  foreign  competition  is  now  at  an  end;  but 
then  commences  a  new  competition.  The  enormous 
profits  invite  additional  investments  of  capital  in  the 
domestic  manufacture;  and,  after  the  capital  thus 
invested  is  so  large  that  the  whole  demand  is  suppli- 
ed, the  contest  for  the  market  then  commences  be- 
tween the  domestic  manufacturers  themselves,  and 
prices  begin  again  to  fall.  But  here  the  government 
cannot  interfere,  by  further  taxing  the  consumer,  ex- 
cept by  granting  a  bounty  on  the  export — an  expe- 
dient resorted  to  in  many  cases  in  England,  and  in 
some  few  instances,  we  believe,  in  our  own  country. 
Now,  it  is  obvious  that  this  contest  may  be  carried 
as  far  between  the  domestic  competitors  as  it  was 
between  them,  when  allied  by  a  common  interest, 
and  the  foreign,  and  that  it  must  ultimately  terminate 
in  the  same  result.  The  weaker  party  must  be  dri- 
ven out  of  the  home  market;  and  as,  by  reason  of 
the  cheaper  production  abroad,  he  cannot  go  into 
any  foreign  market  without  loss,  he  must  give  up  the 
business  and  be  ruined.  But  suppose,  in  the  midst 
of  this  last  contest,  the  "cheaper"  foreign  capital 
comes  in,  as  it  can  do,  (for  no  legislation  can  prevent 
that,)  it  must  of  course,  if  brought  here  to  a  suffi- 
cient amount,  and  invested  in  manufacture,  drive  the 
whole  domestic  capital  out  of  the  market,  and  our 
own  domestic  manufacturers  are  all  ruined.  The 
very  high  protection  which  excluded  the  article, 
when  manufactured  abroad,  is  the  very  inducement 
to  this  introduction  of  foreign  capital;  and  the  only 
difference  is,  that  the  English  capitalists  will  send 
their  money,  and  their  agents,  and  workmen  here, 
and  make  the  article  free  of  duty,  and  receive  and 
expend  the  profits  at  home,  to  the  injury  of  our  for- 
eign exchange  and  total  destruction  of  revenue,  in- 
stead of  making  the  article  there,  and  sending  it  here, 
paying  by  the  way  a  good  per  centage  into  our  trea- 
sury. This  is  not  a  mere  imaginary  operation.  It 
has  commenced  already,  and  will  be  encouraged  and 
increased  in  extent  by  the  imy  high  duty  which  is 
intended  to  exclude  competition.  During  all  the 
contests  we  have  described  the  poor  consumer  is 
paying  more  for  the  article  than  he  would  do  if  there 
was  no  duty,  whether  the  price  be  increasing  or  di- 
minishing; and  when  the  prices  are  falling,  very  sen- 
sible and  honest  men  are  persuaded  that  the  fall  in 
the  price  is  the  result  of  high  protection;  and  for- 
mer high  prices  are  pointed  to  as  the  proof.     And, 
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if,  perchance,  the  duty  be  reduced,  and  price?  are 
not  reduced,  or  are  enhanced,  the  fact  is  instantly 
called  in  proof  of  the  same  position,  when,  in  truth, 
such  rise,  if  it  does  occur,  is  the  efiect  of  the  increas- 
ed demand  created  in  the  foreign  market  by  the  new 
market  which  is  opened  here,  and  lasts  only  until 
that  increased  demand  can  be  supplied;  or  it  is  the 
result  of  the  increased  price  of  the  raw  material, 
caused  by  the  increased  demand  for  the  manufacture 
in  the  European  market.  In  support  of  the  positions 
we  have  taken,  we  make  an  extract  from  the  late  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  of  the  British  house  of 
commons,  of  which  Mr.  Hume  was  chairman: 

"High  and  protective  duties  impose  on  the  consu- 
mer a  tax  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  levied 
on  the  foreign  article,  whilst  they  also  increase  the 
price  of  all  the  competing  home  produced  articles  to 
the  same  amount  as  the  duty.  But  that  increased 
price  goes  not  to  the  Ireasurij,  hut  to  the  protected 
manufacturer.  It  is  obvioxis,  that  high  protected  du- 
ties check  importation,  and  are,  consequently,  unpro- 
ductive to  the  revenue;  and  eirperience  shows  that  the 
pyqfit  to  the  trader,  the  benefit  to  the  co-nsumer,  and  the 
fiscal  interests  of  the  country,  arc  alt  sacrificed  when  heavxj 
impost  duties  impede  the  interchange  of  commodities  with 
other  juifiojjs." 

A  bill,  based  upon  this  conviction,  is  now  in  pro- 
gress in  parliament,  reducing  tlie  duties  on  imports, 
at  the  very  moment  thatwc  are  passing  a  bill  to  raise 
duties  to  an  extent  almost  prohibitory;  and  the  benefits 
of  the  system  in  England  are  pomted  to,  as  the  evi- 
dence of  the  wisdom  of  our  course. 

Having  endeavored  to  show  the  effect  of  high  pro- 
tective duties  on  revenue,  and  its  unequal  action 
upon  different  portions  of  the  union,  let  us  devote  a 
few  moments  to  the  effects  of  the  system  upon  the 
shipping  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  conse- 
quently upon  our  navy.  By  reference  to  the  printed 
statements  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  it  will  appear  that  the  difference  in 
the  cost  of  a  suit  of  sails  of  the  best  English  duck, 
for  a  ship  of  700  tons,  in  Liverpool  and  New  York, 
is  §600;  of  which  jJ31  only  is  the  cost  of  labor. 
What  would  be  the  difference  of  the  cost  of  building 
the  ship,  and  in  fitting  her  for  sea,  in  anchors,  cables, 
and  all  the  iron  used  in  her  construction,  we  have 
no  data  by  which  to  determine.  But,  from  the  diffe- 
rence we  have  shown  in  the  price  of  iron  in  Liver- 
pool and  in  New  York,  the  cost  of  the  iron  in  New 
York  must  exceed  that  in  Liverpool  by  at  least  one- 
half;  and  by  the  proposed  bill  is  made  one-half,  or 
thereabouts,  the  duty  being  $25  per  ton  on  bar  iron 
rolled,  and  §17  per  ton  on  bar  iron  hammered,  on 
nails  4  cents  per  pound,  on  spikes  3  cents,  on  iron 
cables  and  chains  2  cents,  and  on  anchors  2  cents  per 
pound;  which  is,  on  all,  equal  at  least  to  75  per  cent, 
and  on  several  of  the  articles  exceeding  that  rate 
This,  then,  is  the  difference  of  the  cost  of  the  iron 
in  the  two  places.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  duty 
on  hemp  is  fixed  by  the  bill  at  $40  per  ton,  on  tarred 
cordage  4  cents  per  pound,  and  on  untarred  5  cents. 
By  the  statements  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cost 
of  clean  hemp,  imported  from  Russia,  after  paying  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  is  lOg  cents  per  pound,  or  $33  40; 
the  duty,  by  the  proposed  bill,  is  $40  per  ton.  By 
reference  to  the  same  statements,  it  will  appear  that 
tarred  cordage,  under  a  like  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
would  sell  at  U  6-10  cents  per  pound.  The  duty,  by 
the  proposed  bill,  must  then  be  nearly  or  quite  50  per 
cent,  on  the  original  cost.  This  dilTerence  in  the 
cost  of  building  the  ship  and  in  rigging  must  be  so 
great  as  to  force  the  ship  owner  to  require  higher 
freights;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  our  ships  are 
unable  to  compete  in  the  foreign  carrying  trade,  and 
have  almost  disappeared  in  the  north  sea,  as  we 
are  informed,  before  the  cheaper  freights  of  the 
B.'emen  ships,  are  now  being  superseded  even  in 
our  own  direct  trade,  now  greatly  reduced  by 
reduction  of  imports,  in  proportion  to  tlie  nuni 
ber  of  ships,  in  consequence  of  the  high  duties 
The  effect,  too,  of  wages  on  land  being  kept 
up  by  protective  duties,  is,  to  keep  from  the  sea 
service  many  who  would  otherwise  go  into  it;  and 
thus  our  supply  of  native  seamen  is  diminished,  and 
diUiculty  is  found  in  procuring  a  .suiricicncy  of  such 
seamen  for  even  the  small  number  of  our  vessels  of 
war. 

Here  we  close  our  review  of  the  Tarious  mis- 
chievous effects  of  high  protective  duties;  and  now,  it 
may  be  said,  admitting  wc  are  right  in  our  conclu- 
sions, would  wc  destroy  our  manufactories.'  By  no 
means.  Independently  of  the  employment  and  sup- 
port they  give  to  thousands,  we,  as  Americans,  feel 
proud  of  the  valuable  as  well  as  beautiful  results  of 
the  ingenuity,  science,  skill,  and  enterprise,  of  our 
countrymen.  But  we  feel  a  like  pride  in  seeing  the 
resulls  of  that  same  ingenuity,  science,  skill,  and  en- 
terprise, ill  all  other  departments  of  industry — in  the 
disappearance  of  the  forests  before  the  labors  of  thci 


axeman;  in  the  rich  and  fortile  fields,  which  are 
spreading  onwards,  and  onwards,  until  they  are  smil- 
ing beneath  the  morning  sun  almost  at  the  base  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains;  and  in  our  noble  ships,  which 
unfurl  the  stars  and  the  stripes  on  every  sea  and  in 
every  harbor,  and  are  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
the  world.  Shall  all  these  be  paralyzed  or  sacrific- 
ed, to  foster  a  single  interest,  however  important' 
Or,  rather,  shall  we  not,  by  giving  to  each  a  fair 
share  of  our  share  and  prelection,  endeavor  to  nour- 
ish and  foster  the  whole?  The  valuable  principle  of 
our  government  is,  equal  rights  and  equal  protection 
to  all.  If  you  encroach  upon  the  rights  or  interests 
of  one,  for  the  benefit  of  anolher,  you  violate  this 
great  principle,  which  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of 
the  government.  Why  sacrifice  any.'  The  duty  on 
wool,  by  the  proposed  bill,  is 23  percent,  ad  valorem, 
and  4  cents  per  pound.  Strike  off  the  4  cents,  and 
you  add  to  the  profits  of  the  wool  factory  in  Dutchess 
county,  above  referred  to,  $7,000,  or  5  per  cent,  on 
the  capital,  and  still  leave  23  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
as  a  protection  to  the  wool  grower.  Strike  ofl' 
a  part  of  the  duty  proposed  on  pig  iron,  and 
you  add  to  the  profits  of  all  the  workers  in  iron  in 
the  United  States,  and  still  leave  the  producer  a  hea- 
vy protection.  Strike  off  but  one-fourth  from  the 
duty  on  dressed  or  tanned  leather,  and  you  at  once 
enable  the  shoe  and  bootmaker  better  to  compete 
with  the  foreign  labor,  while  the  tanner  will  still 
enjoy  a  heavy  protection.  Reduce  the  duty  on  all 
other  raw  materials  used  in  manufactures  to  a  reve- 
nue duty,  and  you  relieve  all  other  branches  of  man- 
ufacture. 

As  evidence  of  the  effect  with  the  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  the  raw  material  would  have  on  the  profits 
of  the  manufacturer,  we  will  again  refer  to  the  state- 
ments annexed  to  the  report  of  the  majority.  The  ave- 
rage price  of  woo!  in  this  country  appears  to  be  about 
40  cents  per  pound;  the  average  in  Europe  is  about  25 
cents.  A  20  per  cent,  duly  and  freight  would  add 
about  6  cents;  say  it  would  be  imported  here  at  31 
cents,  and  sold  to  the  manufacturer  here  at  that  price, 
he  thereby  saving  9  cents  per  pound.  The  amount 
of  wool  produced  in  England  alone,  according  to  Mc- 
Culloch,  is,  in  value,  about  ^3,000,000,  or  nearly 
$15,000,000.  The  duty  proposed  by  the  bill  is  23 
per  cent,  and  4  cents  per  pound  to  protect  the  wool 
grower.  In  England  the  duty  isonly  one  cent,  to  protect 
the  wool  grower  there.  The  cost  of  pig  iron  in  Ne 
York  is  $30  per  ton.  The  foreign  cost  of  the  best 
Scotch  pig  iron  is  about  $17  50.  The  duty  proposed 
by  the  act  is  $8  per  ton,  or  nearly  one-half  of  the 
first  cost  of  the  best  Scotch  pig  iron.  By  the  pro- 
posed bill,  dressed  or  tanned  skins  and  hides  are  to 
be  subjected  to  a  duty  varying  from  $1  25  to  $4  per 
dozen,  and  sole  and  bend  leather  to8  cents  per  pound. 
Undressed  hides,  however,  as  they  are  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  the  tanner,  are  admitted  free  of  duty, 
and  are  imported  to  the  amount  in  value  of  2,750, 00() 
dollars. 

In  searching  for  the  objects  on  which  to  raise  re- 
venue, here  would  have  been  a  fair  opportunity  of 
giving  incidental  protection  to  a  great  interest  of  the 
Mississippi  valley;  but  it  would  somewhat  have  ab- 
stracted from  the  tanner  the  value  of  the  protection 
given  by  the  duty  on  manufactured  leather,  and  there- 
fore an  equivalent  is  afforded,  at  least  to  Kentucky,  by 
a  high  duty  on  hemp  and  imported  cordage,  at  the 
expense  of  the  ship  owner. 

If,  then,  the  manufactures  of  wool,  iron,  and  lea- 
ther, are  really  in  the  distressed  condition  in  which 
they  are  represented  to  be,  we  may,  without  destroy- 
ing the  factories,  give  them  essential  relief,  by  re- 
ducing the  duty  on  the  raw  material,  by  subjeclin 
it  to  a  moderate  duty  only,  instead  of  a  duty  of  ex 
elusion,  as  in  the  three  cases  I  have  named.  The 
duty  on  the  raw  cotton  from  abroad  could  also  be  re 
duced  to  a  revenue  duty,  without  injury  to  the  cotton 
producer;  for,  as  we  believe,  no  duty  imposed  upon 
foreign  cottons  here  can  materially  affect  that  article 
in  the  market  of  the  world.  There  is  very  little, 
and  that  of  the  most  inferior  kind,  imported  into  the 
United  States;  nor  do  we  believe  that  the  removal 
of  the  duty  altogether  would  affect  the  price'  in  the 
home  market.  Our  domestic  consumption  is  so  small, 
in  comparison  with  that  of  the  world,  that  the  price 
is  v/holly  dependent  upon,  and  is  regulated  by,  the 
foreign  market,  and  the  price  in  New  York  rises  or 
falls  vvilh  the  price  in  Liverpool.  The  consumption 
of  the  India  and  other  cottons  must  interfere  with 
the  cotton  of  the  United  States  in  the  general  con- 
sumption; and  it  is  really  a  matter  of  little  conse- 
quence to  the  grower  of  cotton,  whether  it  displaces 
a  given  quantity  in  the  foreign  or  the  homo  market. 
But,  independently  of  this  consiileration,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter not  under  our  control,  for  England  can  at  any 
moment,  by  the  imposition  of  heavy  duties  on  our 
ctitton,  nourish  and  increase  the  production  of  the 
India  or  other  cottons,  if  it  shall  become  her  inte- 
rest to  do  so,  and  in  that  manner  entirely  countoract 


any  effect  of  our  legislation.  Whether,  therefore, 
the  alarm  which  has  been  created,  if  any  really  ex- 
ists, by  the  alleged  increasing  and  improving  produc- 
tion in  India,  is  with  or  without  foundation,  we  are 
powerless  to  avert  the  danger  by  our  legislation,  and 
would  apprehend  no  evil  in  the  reduction  of  the  duty 
to  a  mere  revenue  duty.  A  like  alarm  was  created 
some  years  ago  among  the  growers  of  the  long  staple 
or  Sea  Island  cottons,  by  the  attempt  to  produce  that 
article  in  Egypt,  with  seed  from  the  state  of  Geor- 
ia;  but  that  was  as  groundless  as  we  trust  this  is 
ow;  for  during  the  last  three  years,  as  we  believe, 
no  such  cotton  has  been  exported  from  that  country, 
at  least  none  appears,  we  believe,  in  the  English  im- 
ports, and  the  attempt  to  produce  it  there  has  been 
given  up,  and  an  inferior  quality  is  now  substituted. 
Indeed  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  any  foreign 
cottons  to  compete  with  us  now  in  our  home  market 
under  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  for  the 
most  inferior  of  our  cottons  are  now  as  low  as  4  cents, 
and  these  are  superior,  or  at  least  equal,  to  the  best 
India. 

But  it  will  be  said,  if  this  is  really  the  state  of  the 
raw  material  of  the  cotton  •manufacturer,  then  the 
relief  to  be  afforded  to  him  must  be  by  other  means 
than  by  reducing  the  duty'on  the  raw  material.  The 
other  mode  which  presents  itself  is,  by  a  reduction 
in  the  price  of  labor.  The  necessity  for  this  we 
leave  entirely  to  the  decision  of  the  manufacturers 
themselves,  and  those  whom  they  employ.  They 
know  best  what  rate  of  wages  they  can  afibrd  to  pay 
out  of  their  profits;  and  we,  the  consumers,  only  ask, 
that  if  they  pay  wages  three  times  as  high  as  are 
paid  in  England  or  on  the  continent  for  the  same  ser- 
vices, they  will  pay  it  out  of  their  own  pockets,  and 
not  abstract  it  from  us  by  way  of  high  protection;  at 
least,  we  may  ask  that  they  will  not,  at  our  expense, 
pay  the  laborer  who  digs  the  or^or  the  coal  twenty 
or  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  when  in  North  Ca- 
rolina and  in  Georgia  the  same  services  precisely 
are  rendered  by  the  free  white  man  for  fifteen  dol- 
lars as  is  the  case  both  in  the  iron  and  gold  mines  of 
those  states.  We  say,  then,  thai  the  reduction  of 
wages  is  a  matter  which  we  neither  ask  for  nor  in- 
sist upon;  we  only  ask,  that  if  the  manufacturer  is 
disposed  to  be  libera!  in  such  matters,  that  he  will 
not  do  it  at  the  expense  of  liim  in  the  south  or  west, 
who  only  receives  his  $15  per  month,  and  finds  him- 
self and  family  out  of  that  sum. 

Hitherto  we  have  been  engaged  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  proposed  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee;  but  we  feel  that;  be- 
fore we  close,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  present  some 
objections  of  a  very  serious  character  to  its  passage, 
growing  as  well  out  of  its  general  principle  as  its 
particular  provisions,  which  we  cannot  and  ought 
not  to  pass  without  notice.  The  aet  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act, 
was  the  result  of  mutual  concession,  and  its  object 
was  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  the 
union  itself,  both  of  which  were  then  endangered  by 
the  acts  of  1828  and  1832.  It  was  a  compact,  not 
between  this  and  that  state,  or  this  and  that  section 
of  the  union,  but  between  the  representatives  of  the 
manufacturing  interests  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
agricultural  and  other  non-manufacturing  interests  on 
the  other,  by  which  the  former  were  allowed  to  en- 
joy the  high  protection  afforded  to  them  by  the  ex- 
isting laws,  for  a  given  time,  subject  to  a  scale  of 
gradual  reduction,  in  consideration  that,  after  that 
stipulated  period,  the  duties  should  be  fixed  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  twenty  per  centum  on  the  home  va- 
luation. PJow,  it  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence, 
as  far  as  good  faith  is  concerned,  whether  the  repre- 
sentatives who  were  the  agents  in  making  this  com- 
pact came  from  this  or  that  particular  state  or  sec- 
tion; or  whether  the  people  who  were  represented 
by  tliem  have  now  the  same  interests  or  not  that  they 
had  then.  It  is  the  opposing  interests,  who  were  the 
parties  to  the  contract,  however  those  interests 
might  change  their  localities  or  their  agents  here; 
and  now  that  the  iitm-ninnii/nditn'iig-  interest  has  faith- 
I  fully  executed  its  part  of  the  contract,  by  a  qaiet  and 
peaceable  ac(iuiescence  in  its  operations,  and  the 
I  time  is  about  to  arrive  when  the  manfaeturing  inte- 
rest is  to  execute  its  part,  by  submitting  to  a  reduc- 
j  tion  of  duties  to  the  rate  named  in  the  compact,  are 
;  they  not  bound  in  honor  and  good  faith,  no  matter 
j  where  now  located  or  by  whom  represented  here, 
to  perform  their  part  of  the  compact,  by  submitting 
,  to  the  reduction  imposed  by  tlic  compact'  The  pro- 
'  po.sed  bill  not  only  violates  this  all-important  stipu- 
lation of  tlic  compact,  but  insists  upon  re-establish- 
'  ing,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  burden  which  was  the 
I  original  subject  of  dissatisfaction,  and  the  removal 
of  which,  at  a  then  future  day,  was  the  sole  object 
of  that  compact.  In  this  view  of  the  matter,  and 
we  believe  it  will  bo  felt  to  be  a  just  view,  whether 
acknowledged  or  not,  it  is  but  poor  justification,  as 
H'c  thiuk,  fur  those  who  would  violate  the  compact 
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now  by  refusing  to  perform  their  part  of  the  consi- 
deration, to  say  that  this  or  that  particular  state,  or 
its  representatives  then,  ivcre  not  parties  to  or  bound 
by  the  contract.  The  only  question  with  them  ought 
to  be,  are  they  now  the  representatives  of  the  same 
interest  whicli  made  the  compact,  and  have  the  peo- 
ple whom  they  represent  here  realized  its  benefits? 
And,  if  so,  they  are  in  good  faith  bound  to  carry  out 
the  compact.  That  compact  was  made  with  all  the 
formalities  of  any  other  law  or  compact  of  the  go- 
Ternment;  and,  in  point  of  principle,  there  can  and 
ought  to  be  no  difference  between  a  compact  made 
between  great  interests  of  the  country,  and  ratified 
by  all  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  a  compact 
about  boundaries,  or  other  matters  of  dispute  be- 
tween two  of  the  stales,  ratified  in  the  same  manner. 
If  this  compact  has  no  binding  efficacy,  even  in  ho- 
nor, then  the  Missouri  compromise  imposes  no  bind- 
ing obligation,  except  so  far  as  Missouri  is  interest- 
ed. Independently,  however,  of  the  question  of  jus- 
tice and  good  faith  in  their  action  now,  it  ought  to 
be  remembered  that  this  government  is,  emphatical- 
ly, a  government  of  compromises,  and  can  only  ex- 
ist as  long  as  good  faith  is  preserved,  at  least  in  its 
present  form  and  peaceful  action;  for  the  moment  a 
state  shall  cease  to  continue  voluntarily  as  a  member 
of  the  union,  that  state  must  cease  to  be  a  member 
of  the  republic,  anil  must  become  a  mere  dependent. 
Violate  the  compromise  act,  and  the  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  future  dilBculties,  by  compromise,  will  be 
hopeless.  There  will  be  no  faith  on  which  to  base 
a  compromise.  Thus  you  are  striking  a  death  blow 
at  the  very  principle  on  which  our  institutions  arc 
based,  and  upon  which  alone  they  can  be  preserved. 
But  there  is  another  feature  of  the  bill  which  we 
think  is  also  liable  to  serious  objections.  Most  of 
the  duties  are  specific,  and  many  of  them  rest  on  the 
minimum  principle.  The  efi'ect  of  the  specific  duty 
in  most  cases,  and  of  the  minimum  in  all,  is  to  tax  a 
low  or  inferior  quality  of  any  particular  article  at 


goods,  at  a  season  v/hen,  from  cessation  of  business 
in  the  south,  or  of  a  pressure  in  the  money  market  at 
the  north,  it  may  be  impossible,  except  at  a  great  sa- 
crifice, to  obtain  the  money;  and  thus,  especially  in 
the  southern  cities,  where,  from  climate  or  other 
cause,  there  is  almost  a  total  cessation  of  commer- 
cial business  for  three  months  in  the  year,  at  a  time, 
too,  when  all  the  winter  supply  of  goods  must  be 
brought  in,  to  be  ready  for  the  market  when  it  opens. 
This  ijiconvenience,  in  those  cities,  will  be  made  the 
more  manifest  when  we  state  that,  from  the  causes 
to  which  we  have  referred,  most  of  the  importing 
merchants  are  themselves  absent,  and  the  business  is 
left  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  clerks  or  agents.  But 
there  is  another  effect,  which,  in  a  government  bas- 
ed upon  the  principle  of  equal  rights  and  equal  ad- 
vantages to  all,  is  of  a  very  serious  nature.  The 
system  lias  the  effect  of  accumulating  the  whole  im- 
porting business  into  the  hands  of  a  few  large  capi- 
talists in  each  city,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others, 
for  when  the  small  capitalist  feels  his  inability  to 
pay  the  duty  on  his  own  imports  before  he  can  make 
sales,  he  will  not  venture  to  import;  and  when  con- 
signments are  made  to  him,  he  is  obliged,  from  ina- 
bility to  pay  the  duties  in  advance,  to  turn  over  the 
consignment  to  a  large  capitalist.  Thus  smallcapi- 
talists  are,  for  the  most  part,  excluded  from  competi- 
tion in  the  business  of  importing.  How  many  there 
are,  at  this  moment,  in  every  city,  who  fee!  this  to 
be  true!  A  proper  warehousing  system  ought  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  bill  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee ought  to  contain  some  temporary  provision,  even 
though  imperfect,  to  obviate  these  evils. 

There  is  another  feature  in  the  bill,  v/hich  de- 
serves, especially  at  this  juncture,  a  serious  conside- 
ration, if  it  is  not  altogether  objectionable.  We  al- 
lude to  t!ie  lax  on  auction  sales  of  imported  goods. 
The  present  indebtedness  of  the  states  has  been  urg- 
ed as  tlie  strong  reason  for  distributing  among  them, 
the  proceeds  of  the  public   lands.     In  some  of  the 


high  a  sum  as  the  more  costly  quality  of  the  same  I  states,  where  there  arc  large  importing  cities,  the 
article.  The  bill  provides  for  a  specific  duty  of  two  auction  tax  is  an  important  branch  of  revenue  to  the 
cents  per  pound  on  all  brown  sugars;  thus  an  infe- !  state.  The  bill  imposes  a  duty  of  three  per  cent,  on 
rior  quality  of  sugar,  costing  six  cents  at  the  place  1  auction  sales  of  imported  goods.  This  will  have  the 
of  import,  pays  two  cents,  while  the  very  superior;  ell'ect  of  diminishing  the  sales  at  auction;  and  of 
quality,  costing  fifteen  cents  at  the  same  place,  only  i  course,  the  revenue  derived  by  the  state  from  this 
pays  two  cents:  this  is  a  specific  duty  without  a  mi-  source,  by  preventing  sales,  by  the  additional  loss  to 
nimum.  Again:  it  is  provided  that  all  white  cotton  1  the  owner,  in  the  addition  of  three  per  cent,  lax, 
cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  cotton  is  the  principal  in-  i  and  of  course,  the  state  will  lose  the  revenue  which 
gredient,  not   exceeding   in   value   twenty  cents  per  1  vi'ould  be  otherwise  obtained  by  the  stale;  for  most 


square  yard,  shall  be  valued  at  twenty  cents  the 
square  yard,  and  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Now,  here  is  a  case  of  a  mini- 
mum, which  is  a  common  case  in  the  bill;  and  the 
.effect  is  to  make  cloths,  which  cost  only  six  cents, 
pay  six  cents  duty,  while  a  cloth  costing  twenty 
'cents  paysbut  six  cents.  In  the  first  case,  the  duty  is 
one  hundred  per  cent.;  in  the  last,  thirty  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.  Now,  the  effect  of  the  specific  duty  on 
the  sugar,  and  of  the  minimum  duty  on  the  white 
cotton  cloth,  is  to  subject  the  poorer  classes,  who 
usually  consume  the  inferior  article,  to  a  taxation 
more  than  three  times  as  great,  in  proportion  to 
price,  as  the  richer  classes,  who  usually  consume  the 
superior.  But  it  is  urged,  in  justification  of  this  sys- 
tem of  oppressive  taxation  on  the  poor,  that  specific 
duties  are  necessary  to  protect  the  revenue  against 
fraudulent  invoices.  Let  us  inquire  how  this  is?  By 
■the  provision  of  the  bill  last  above  referred  to,  all 
cloths  costing  twenty  cents  and  under  are  subject  to 
the  specific  duty  on  the  minimum  principle — and  so 
far  the  revenue  may  be  protected  by  the  duty  being 
specific;  but  on  all  white  cotton  cloths,  costing  more 
than  twenty  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty  is  an  ad 
■  valorem  duty  only,  and  of  course  the  revenue  on 
them  is  not  protected  by  the  specific  duty,  in  any 
way,  from  fraudulent  invoices.  Here,  then,  the  re- 
venue on  coarse  cloths  is  protected  against  fraudu- 
lent invoices  by  the  specific  duty,  and  they  are  in  all 
,cases  made  to  pay  the  full  duty,  while  the  revenue 
'  on  the  finer  qualities  is  not  protected  by  the  specific 
duty,  and  such  goods  may  be  introduced  at  a  less  du- 
'  ty  than  that  imposed  by  the  law.  This  justification, 
then,  at  least  in  part,  falls  to  the  ground,  and  the  un- 
equal and  oppressive  action  of  specific  and  mini- 
mum duties  losses  eVen  this  shadow  of  excuse.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  ad  valorem  duty  acts  equally 
upon  all,  and  the  article  pays  duty  only  in  propor- 
tion to  its  cost;  and  should  a  system  of  such  exact 
justice  be  sacrificed  to  the  apprehension  of  an  occa- 
sional fraudulent  invoice? 

The  next  objectionable  feature  of  the  bill  is,  that 
it  makes  no  provision  for  a  warehousing  system,  or, 
in  other  words,  requires  the  duty  to  be  paid  at  the 
time  of  entry,  in  cash.  This  requirement  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duty  in  cash,  on  the  entry  of  the  goods 
at  the  custom  house,  is  calculated  to  diminish  im- 
ports, by  the  inconvenience  to  which,  the  importer 
or  consignee,  and  especially  the  latter,  may  be  sub- 
jected, by  a  sudden   arrival  of  the  large   amount  of 


if  not  all  of  the  states  impose  a  tax  upon  action  sales. 
Such  sales  are  all,  except  in  particular  cases,  forced 
sales;  and  you  make  the  very  necessities  of  the  own- 
er a  cause  for  taxation,  and  that  necessity  is  often 
caused  by  your  own  law,  which  compels  the  import- 
er to  pay  the  duty,  in  cash,  at  the  time  of  import; 
and  thus  he  is  forced  to  sell,  to  repay  the  money 
which  he  has  borrowed  to  pay  the  duty.  Thus  your 
law  will  force  him  to  sacrifice  his  goods,  and  then 
tax  him  for  making  the  sacrifice.  All  this  may  be- 
nefit the  manufacturer,  by  cheeking  importation;  but 
will  it  eventually  benefit  the  revenue?  Wc  think 
this  is  at  least  problematical. 

The  last  objection  we  propose  to  make  to  the  bill, 
and  probably  it  is  even  more  serious  than  any  we 
have  named,  is  that  which  imposes,  after  the  30th  of 
June,  1843,  a  duty  of  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem,  in 
addition  to  all  other  duties,  on  woollen  cloths  and 
kerseys,  or  cassimers;  on  all  manufactures  of  cot- 
ton, which  are  dyed,  colored,  printed,  or  stained;  on 
laces;  bleached  and  unbleahed  linen;  worsted  stuff 
goods;  manufactures  of  silk  and  worsted  and  of  lea- 
ther; on  spiritsdistilled  from  grain  or  other  materials; 
on  hemp  and  cordage;  and  on  the  various  wines  of 
France,  Austria,  and  Germany;  provided,  that  if  the 
tobacco,  grain,  and  flour,  of  the  United  States  are  ad- 
mitted into  any  foreign  kingdom  or  state,  with  all  the 
rights  and  privilegesofthe  products  and  manufactures 
of  the  said  state,  and  subject  to  no  higher  duty  or 
tax,  then,  as  to  the  products  of  such  state,  the  ten 
per  cent,  additional  duty  shall  cease.  This  is  per- 
haps the  most  extraordinary  piece  of  legislation,  to 
say  no  worse  of  it,  (and  we  say  it  without  disre- 
spect), which  has  ever  been  proposed  for  enactment. 
By  the  very  bill  which  axacts  a  rate  of  duty,  on 
all  the  foreign  products  named,  so  high  as  to  exclude 
them  from  our  market,  you  say  to  these  foreign  pro- 
ducers, if  you  do  not  admit  certain  articles  of  our 
production,  which  are  produced  by  a  portion  of  our 
people,  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  your  own, 
and  subject  to  no  higher  duty,  we  will  put  such  an 
additional  duty  upon  all  the  most  important  of  your 
exports  as  will  certainly  exclude  them  from  our  mar- 
ket, and  we  will  lax  all  our  people  for  the  benefit  of 
that  portion  who  do  not  produce  them;  but,  if  you 
will  consent  to  give  up  !J32,000,000  of  revenue  on 
tobacco,  we  will  take  ^40,000,000  of  your  produce 
in  return,  at  our  own  price;  and  this,  too,  when  the 
amount  of  the  import  of  those  articles  is  already  so 
small,  as   we  have   shown,  as  scarcely  to   weigh  a 


feather  in  the  general  consumption  of  the  worldi 
when  the  whole  of  our  importation,  free  or  subject 
to    duty,  does  not  equal  in    amount  the  export  of  a 

single  class  of  manufactures  from  England  alone 

that  of  cotton  manufactures.  The  revenue  derived 
in  Europe  from  the  single  article  of  tobacco,  princi- 
pally of  our  production,  is  ^2,000,000,  while  the 
whole  importation  of  her  productions,  which  we  pro- 
pose to  use  as  a  rod  to  coerce  her  to  accede  to  our 
demands,  hardly  equals  that  amount.  However  rea- 
sonable and  desirable  such  reciprocity  might  seem  to 
be  to  many  persons  in  this  country,  there  can  be  no 
probability  of  such  concession;  and  this  retaliatory 
clause  can  only  result  in  an  additional  tax  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  our  own  consumers,  for  the  protection  of 
r  domestic  manufactures.  Such  an  attempt  to 
coerce  other  governments  to  conform  their  legislation 
to  our  notions  of  policy  would,  we  believe,  only  re- 
coil on  our  own  consumers. 

We  have  done.  If  we  have  embraced  much  of 
space  in  this  report,  it  is  because  of  the  necessity  of 
giving  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  in  order  to  give  a 
just  view.  All  we  ask  is,  that  not  only  congress,  but 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  will  giVe  to  this 
statement  of  our  views  such  consideration  as  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  and  its  immediate  bearings 
upon  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country  demand. 
In  the  progress  of  the  bill  of  the  majority  through  the 
house,  it  is  our  intention  to  offer  either  an  entire  sub- 
stitute, or  such  amendments  as  will  make  the  bill, 
when  finally  passed,  as  nearly  conformable  to  the 
grealprinciplesof  the  compromise  act  as  practicable. 
Such  a  rate  of  duties,  we  are  well  persuaded,  v/ould 
give  an  amount  of  revenue  to  thegoverument  at  least 
as  great  as  that  of  the  hill  reported  by  the  majority. 
It  would  comport  precisely  with  that  good  faith  so 
solemnly  pledged,  and  with  that  harmony  and  peace 
which  it  was  the  intention  of  that  act  to  restore. 

RICH.  W.  HABERSHAM. 

P.  C.  CALDWELL. 

AARON  V.  BROWN. 

APPENDIX. 

A  mistake  having  by  accident  crept  into  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  on  the  subject 
of  the  duty  on  tobacco  in  Prussia,  we  annex  a  letter 
from  the  resident  minister  of  Prussia,  the  Baron  de 
Roenne,  and  another  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Triplett,  of 
Kentucky,  which  will  correct  the  error. 

New  York,  April  23,  1842. 

Dear  sir:  In  Mr.  Saltonslall's  report  on  the  tariff, 
which  I  have  just  received,  I  find  a  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  Mr.  Triplett,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Salton- 
stall  of  March  28,  (page  90  of  the  report),  "that  un- 
manufactured tobacco  paid  in  Prussia  a  duty  of  30^ 
cents  per  pound,  or  upwards  of  500  per  cent."  This 
statement  is  incorrect,  as  the  duty  levied  in  Prussia 
and  the  German  states  forming  the  customs  union  is 
only  5r.  Prussian  thaler  per  hundred  weight,  which 
IS  equal  to  about  !§3  75,  a  Prussian  dollar  being  equal 
to  from  68  to  69  cents.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Mr.  McKeon,  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  incorrectness  above  alluded  to,  and  which  I 
suppose  has  got  by  mistake  into  the  hon.  Mr.  Trip- 
lett's  letter.  As  I  understand  you  are  engaged  m 
making  a  minority  report  on  the  subject,  you  may 
perhaps  find  it  worth  while  to  correct  Ihe  mistake. 
In  Mr.  Saltonslall's  report  itself  you  will  find  it  sla- 
ted, at  page  99,  that  the  duty  levied  on  unmanufac- 
tured tobacco  in  Prussia  is  $3  75.59  per  cwt.;  it  is, 
th.'jn,  31  cents,  and  not  3O5  cents  per  pound — a  very 
material  difference!  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

BARON  DE  ROENNE, 

Minister  resident  of  his  majesty  the  Icing  of  Prussia. 

Hon.  R.  W.  Habersham. 

House  of  representatives,  April  29,  1842. 

Sir:  My  attention  having  been  called  to  the  sub- 
ject by  the  letter  of  the  Prussian  minister  to  you,  1 
find  there  is  in  my  memorial  to  your  committee  the 
following  errors  in  the  printed  copy,  in  stating  the 
amount  of  duty  paid  on  tobacco  in  Austria  and  Prus- 
sia: 

In  Austria,  within  a  fraction  of  60  cents  per  pound, 
or  1,000  per  cent.;  in  Prussia,  SOj  cents  per  pound, 
or  upwards  of  500  per  cent. 

It  should  read:  In  Austria,  within  a  fraction  of  6 
cents  per  pound,  or  100  per  cent.;  in  Prussia,  3;  els. 
per  pound,  or  upv/ards  of  50  per  cent. 

I  thank  you  for  having  afforded  me  the  opportuni- 
ty of  correcting  this  error,  although  the  table  annex- 
ed, at  page  99,  would  have  enabled  any  one  to  find 
out  and  correct  it.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, PHILIP  TRIPLETT. 
Hon.  Mr.  Habersham,  member  of  com.  on  manufactiires. 

NO.  1. 

Statistics  of  the   Glenham  company's  toooUen  factory,  al 

Fishldll,  Dutchess  county,  stale  of  J\r.  York,  1841. 

Said  factory's  capital  is  §140,000. 
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There  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
cloths  and  cassimeres,  during  that  year,  the 
ing  materials: 

3,033  pounds  of  listing  wool,  mostly 
170,336  pounds   of    American    fleece 

wool,  which  cost  $72. 

foreign  1 

3,533  gallons  of  olive  oil,  (duty  is  20 

cents  the  gallon)  4 

769  gallons  of  sperm  oil 
11,174  pounds  of  soap,  (American)  1 

75,800  teazles,  (American)  1 

19,961  pelts  for  sizing,  (sheep,  musk- 
rat  and  beaver  skins) 
143  cords  of  fire  wood 
270  tons  of  anthracite  coal  1, 

50  chaldrons   Nova  Scotia   coal, 
(duty  $108) 
4,551  pounds  of  fuller's  earth 
6,080  pounds  of  Bengal  indigo,  (duty 

§900)  9 

Dye  stuffs — logwood,  alum,  woad,  cop- 
peras, madder,  &.C.  2 
42,600  gallons  of  urine 
1,353  pounds    of  cotton    warp,    for 
Kentucky  jeans 
Sundries,  consisting  of  numerous  items         3 


broad- 
foUow- 


,954  39 
,006  89 

,026  07 
864  53 
,195  96 
,545  57 

584  54 

585  88 
640  00 

446  71 
83  38 


.462  67 
827  94 


135  30 

795  66 


170  men,  women  and  children,  were 
constantly  employed  in  using  up  said 
materials  during  the  year,  and  to 
whom  were  paid,  in  wages 

Expenses  of  insurance,  transportation, 
interest,  &c. 


02,121  54 


ftl44,556  85 


Said  materials  were  manufactured  into  2,220 
pieces,  (38,306  yards),  of  broadcloth,  which  sold  in 
the  New  York  market  at  from  $2  to  $4  50  per  yard; 
1,638  pieces,  (35,391  yards)  of  cassimere,  which 
sold  in  the  Naw  York  market  at  from  ^1  25  to  §2  25 
per  yard;  33  pieces  Kentucky  jeans,  (4,241  yards), 
which  sold  at  40  cents  the  yard.  The  cloths  were 
about  a  half  wool-dyed  blacks,  nearly  all  the  rest  in- 
digo blue.  The  cassimeres  were  blacks  and  fancy. 
When  that  establishment  commenced  operations, 
in  1823,  wool  was  bought  up  and  shipped  to  Eng- 
land, as  a  remittance,  at  62'  cents  the  pound. — ■ 
England  then  levied  a  duty  on  all  foreign'wool  of  9d. 
sterling  per  pound;  in  about  the  year  1828,  that  duty 
was  reduced  to  id.  That  same  quality  of  wool  has, 
druing  that  period  of  nineteen  years,  fluctuated  con- 
siderably; it  has  been  as  high  as  70  cents,  and  as 
low  as  40  cents.     In  1811,  it  was  worth  48  cents. 

Let  us  see  the  amount  of  agricultural  capital  now 
in   requisition,  which  that  manufacturing  establish- 
ment requires  to  keep  it  in  operation,  and  that  fur- 
nishes a  market  for  such  agricultural  investment. 
First.  To  produce  173,000  lbs.  of  wool  will  require 
the  fleeces  of  66,000  sheep;  at  their  present  lowest 
value  in  Dutchess  county,  1  put  them  down  at  $2 
per  head  $132,000 

Second.  To  support  that  immense  flock 
of  sheep  with  winter  fodder  and  sum- 
mer pasture:  I  am  informed  by  a 
sheep  raiser,  that  not  more  than  three 
sheep  can  be  kept  on  an  acre;  conse- 
quently, 22,000  acres  of  land  will  be 
the  required  quantity  for  their  main- 
tenance, at  the  lowest  price  that  lands 
can  be  had  in  the  county,  which  will 
support  three  sheep  to  the  acre;  I  es- 
timate at  $50  the  acre 
Third.  Not  less  than  500  persons  are 
supported  out  of  the  labor  of  the  17U 
operatives,  and  consume  weekly,  of 
the  product  of  agriculture,  of  beef, 
pork,  flour,  butler,  milk,  eggs,  cheese, 
&,c.  at  the  lowest  estimation,  the  value 
of  two  hundred  dollars  per  week,  for 
the  year  of  52  weeks,  or  $10,400  per 
annum.  Intelligent  farmers  tell  me 
that  it  must  be  an  industrious  man,  on 
a  farm  of  200  acres  of  fair  average 
land,  who  can  sell  to  the  amount  of 
$800  per  annum,  over  and  above  the 
supply  of  his  own  family  and  work 
hands.  To  furnish,  therefore,  the  sup- 
ply for  the  manufactures,  would  re- 
quiae  thirteen  farms  of  200  acres 
each,  or  2,600  acres,  which  1  estimate 
at  $70  per  acre 
Fourth.  A  further  investment  of  agri- 
cultural capital  is  required  to  furnish 
the  teazles,  firewood,  coal,  provender 
for  team  horses,  &c.  estimated  at 


1,100,000 


182,000 


Thus,  $1,422,000  is  the  agricultural  capital  now   the  executive  officers   to  the  senate,  or  any  of  its 
in  requisition   to  supply   the  manufacturing  invest-   committees,  pending  a  noniination,  were  to  be  con- 


mentof  only  $140,000, 

I  challenge  refutation  of  the  foregoing  statement 
of  facts. 
Comparalim  statements  of  imports  into  the  United  States 


sidered  confidential,  &c.  being  next  in  order. 

Mr.  McRoberts  moved  "to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  Resolved,  andjnsert  the  following: 

That  in  all  cases  of  nomination  made  by  the  pre- 


hear sjtecijied. 


to  <S  ^^  Co  j.^  to  o 


r?  H-S= 


under  the  coinparatively  low  duties,ranging  Jrom  Ih  to  sident  to  the  senate,  for  the  appointment  of  oflScers 
22.1  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  specific  duties  at  like  ,  of  the  U.  States,  the  senate  will  proceed  to  consider 
low  rates, from  the  year  1801  to  1807,  both  inclusive,^  and  decide  on  said  nomination  with  open  doors." 
and  the  imports  in  the  year  1840,  at  which  time  it  is  j  Mr.  McRoberts  addressed  the  senate  at  some  length 
alleged  the  duties  were  at  the  same  rates  as  are  fixed  by  '■  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  He  saw  no  good  reason 
the  bill  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee;  and  for  secrecy  in  the  case  of  appointments  more  than  m 
also  showing  the  amount  of  imports  which  remained  in  legislative  proceedings.  Illinois  had  long  acted  on 
the  country  for  consumption  in  tlierespecline  years,  and  M\e  principle  of  open  doors  in  relation  to  appoint- 
thi  amount  of  duties  received  into  the  treasury  in  each  '  ments  witliout  any  injurious  eflect,  and  he  knew  of 

no  cause  that  should  induce  the  government  to  take 
up  its  proceedings  under  the  veil  of  secrecy.  In  his 
opinion  there  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
bold  open  course. 

After  Mr.  McRoberts  had  spoken  until  one  o'clock, 
Mr.  Linn  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill 
to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson,  and 
which  was  considered  the  special  order. 

Mr.  McRoberts  would  cheerfully  yield  to  the  wishes 

of  the  senator. 

S? ;      The  bill   to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General 

S  ^   Jackson  was  then  taken  up,  the  question  pending  be- 

S  5'    ing  the  proviso  oRered  by  Mr.  Henderson: 

T  o  1      "That  nothing  in  the  act  shall  be  construed  so  as 

r*    to  give  any  expression  by  congress  as  to  the  legality 

§  S"   of  the  proceedings  of  jiidge   Hall  in   inflicting  the 

P   fine,  but  as  an  additional  expression  of  the  estima- 

?g     tion  in  which  they  hold    the  achievements  of  Gen. 

^  S.   Jackson  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  ser- 

0  o    vice  rendered  by  him  and  his  companions  in  arms  on 
3  ^   that  occasion." 
,3  5'  i      The  question  being  taken  it  was   decided  in  the 

Q    negative  as  follows: 
r^  g  I       YEAS— Messrs.    Barrow,    Bates,    Bay.ird,    Berrien, 

1  J  i  Clayton,  Conrad.  Crittenden,  Evans.  Grah:im,  Hender- 
_  ->  son,  Manguni,  Merrick,  Miller,  Moreheod.  Porter,  Frea- 
5' S  I  ton,  Plrunions.  Spraffue,  White.  Wo'idbridee-— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen.  Archer,  Baeby.'Ben'nn,  Bu- 
chanan, C:ilhoun,  Cuihhert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Rnheris.  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Ind.  Stur- 
geon, Tapp  in,  VVnlker,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wn.jht,  Yoiins— 22. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "shall  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed?" when  Mr.  Archer  rose  and  addressed  the 
senate  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bayard  made  some  observations,  and  submit- 
ted an  amendment  which  he  thought  would  reconcile 
all  differences.  It  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert — 

"That  there  be  remitted  and  refunded  to  General 
Jackson,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  the  amount  of  a  fine  and  costs 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  district  court  of  the  Unit- 
States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  for  an  alleged 
contempt  of  court,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum:  Provided  always.  That  the  act 
shall  not  be  construed  as  an  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  congress  upon  any  j\idicial  proceeding  or  legal 
question  growing  out  of  the  declaration  of  martial 
law  by  General  Jackson  during  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
B.  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Clayton.  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Evanp,  Graham,  Hender- 
son, Huntington.  Mnngum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehend, 
Porter,  Rives.  Simmons,  Srnith,  of  Ind. ana,  Sprague, 
Tallmadge,  While.  Wood  bridge— 23. 

,.- — rjj— : -_ ; _ NAYS— Messrs    Allen,  . Archer,  Bagby,  Benton.  Bu- 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  the  above  table— 1st,  that  ehanan,  Calhoun,  Crafts,  Culhbcrt,  FuTion,  Kino,  Linn, 
the  imports  and  amount  ol  duties  increased  from  1801  McRobcrtp,  Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Conn.  Sluropo^,  Tappan, 
to  1808,  when  the  embargo  was  laid;  and  that,  in  Walker,  Wilco.\,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Y^oung 
1807  the  imports  much  exceeded,  and  the  duties  also,  I  —22. 

(if  the  expenses  of  the  respective  years  are  deducted,)  i      The  question  was  taken  on  the  engrossment, 
the  amounts  in  1840;  while  the  consumption  of  fo-  '      ^'f'  Tallmadge  desired   the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
reign  goods  in  the  country  was  only  about  $10,000,000    were  ordered  and  stood  as  follows: 
less,  and   while  the  population   in   1807   was  about       YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bayard,   Berrien,  Clay- 
7,000,000,  and  the  population  in  1840,  17,000,000,  or   '"">  Conrad,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Mangum, 
about  two  and  one-half  times  as  great.    Further  com-   Merrick,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
mont  on  the  table  is  unnecessary,  except  to  say  that    Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Woodbridge— 17. 
the  increase  of  expenditure  in  the  collection  appears         NAYS — Messrs.    Allen,    Archer,   Bagby,   Bales, - 
to  have  been  gradual  from  1801,  when  it  was  $442,772,   Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
to  1840,  when  it  was  $1,004,288.  j  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Miller,  Morehead, 

_. . j;   .  _       1^1— iLji^^jMiii-i M^ij^jMj   Sevier,  Smith,   of  Connecticuct,   Tappan,  Walker, 

TWENTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS,    I  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Young — 24. 
SECOND  SESSION.  I      ^°  "'^  •>'"  ^"^  '"^'• 
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I      On  motion  of  Mr.  H'hite,  the  senate  then  proceed- 

SENATE.  ed   to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and 

May  19.  Mi.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  the  com-  *f'er  some  time  spent  therein,  the  senate  adjourned, 
mittee  on  public  lands,  reported  a  bill  authorising!  May  20.  Mv.  McRoberts  gave  notice  that,  on  to- 
Lake  county  in  Illinois  to  enter  a  quarter  section  of  morrow,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
land  for  a  scat  of  justice  In  said  county.  It  was  amend  the  act  authorising  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
read  the  third  lime,  (and  passed  on  the  20th.)  |  ed  Slates  to  ciuploy  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Merrick,  specify-   United  States  to  suppress  insurrection, 
ing  that  communications  or  letters  sent  by  any  of       Mr.  Mangum  moved  to  go  into  e.\ecutive  session; 
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which  motion  havine;  been  aG:reed  to,  the  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  hnsincss: 
and,  after  being  engaged  therein  until  past  five 
o'clock,  adjourned  to  Monday. 

May  23.  Mr.  Tallmadgc,  of  N.  Y.  submitted  the 
following  resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  those  of  the 
senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Mien)  offered  in  reference 
to  the  Rhode  Island  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  constitution,  the  U.  States 
are  bound  not  only  to  guarantee  every  state  a  re- 
publican form  of  government,  but  also  to  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion  and  upon  proper  ap- 
plication, domestic  violence. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  government  with  which 
a  state  has  come  into  the  union,  and  has  been  recog- 
nised and  represented  as  a  member  of  the  union, 
must  be  taken  and  regarded  as  republican,  and  that 
such  state  is  entitled  to  all  that  protection  against 
domestic  violence  and  invasion  which  is  pledged  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  government  of  a  state  so  com- 
ing into  the  union,  and  recognised  as  a  member  of 
the  union,  can  only  be  changed  or  suspended  con- 
sistently with  the  principles  of  the  American  revolu- 
tion, when  it  is  done  in  pursuance  of  and  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  such  stale;  and  that  any 
attempt  by  force  to  overthrow  the  government  is 
disorderly  and  disorganizing,  tending  to  anarchy  and 
bloodshed,  and,  in  the  end,  to  the  destruction  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  is  such  a  domestic  violence  as  en- 
titles that  state,  by  the  legislature  or  executive  there- 
for, (when  the  legislature  cannot  be  convened),  to 
apply  for  and  obtain  from  the  United  States  protec- 
tion against  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  application  made  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Rhode  Island,  one  of  "the  old  thirteen,"  to 
the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  for  protection 
against  domestic  violence,  was  within  the  meaning 
and  terms  of  the  constitution,  and  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  president  to  take  such  preparatory  steps 
as  a  wise  and  prudent  forecaste  demanded,  and  to 
adopt  such  etficient  measures  as  are  contemplated 
by  the  constitution  and  the  laws  in  pursuance  of  it, 
for  giving  such  protection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ^//cn  they  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  resolutions  introduced  four  months  since  near- 
ly and  fixing  upon  the  .30th  of  May  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  for,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Sevier  and  the  senate  refused  to  consider 
by  a  vote  of  20  to  17. 

Mat  24.  The  naval  appropriation  bill  from  the 
house  was  received  and  referred  to  the  financial  com- 
mittee. 

Petitions  in  favor  of  tariff  were  presented  from 
citizens  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  apportionment  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bucluiiian,  taken  up. 

Mr.  Berrien  explained  the  amendments  to  the  bill 
■which  had  been  made  by  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary. Mr.  B.  was  of  opinion,  so  far  as  he  was  in- 
dividually concerned,  that  the  ratio  should  be  very 
considerably  higher  than  that  fixed  either  by  the 
house  or  senate.  He  had  been  brought  to  assent  to 
the  present  number  from  the  difficulty  that  ho  saw 
would  interfere  with  any  attempt  to  increase  it, 
though  his  mind  had  undergone  no  change. 

The  debate  was  continued  on  this  bill  until  a  late 
hour,  Messrs.  Walker,  Bucltnnan,  King,  Woodbury, 
Crittenden,  Berrien,  Wright,  Tappan,  and  others,  par- 
ticipating; the  debate  being  chiefly  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Walker  to  concur  with  the  committee  in  the  se- 
cond amendment,  namely,  that  of  giving  one  addi- 
tional representative  for  each  state  having  a  fraction 
greater  than  one  moiety  of  the  said  ratio,  as  being 
the  most  important  to  be  first  acted  on. 

At  a  little  after  four  o'clock  the  senate  adjourned 
without  taking  any  question. 

Mat  25.     Sir.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  of  the  10th  March,  1838,  entitled  "an  act  to 
change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  district  of  Ohio;"  which  motion  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  considered,  and  finally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  for  the  apportionment 
of  representatives  among  the  several  states — the 
question  pending  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  to 
concur  in  the  second  amendment  of  the  committee 
on  th^judiciary,  giving  one  additional  representative 
to  *each  state  having  a  fraction  greater  than  one 
moiety  of  the  said  ratio. 

Mr.  Huntington  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
some  length,  and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Woodbury, 
Walker,  Bayard,  JiUen,  Crittenden,  Rives,  While,  and 
others,  when  the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
f^layton,  Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert,  Evans,  Fulton, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick, 
.Morehead,  Porter,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Sprague,  Tall- 
madge.  Walker,  White,  Woodbridge,  Young— 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  Bayard, 
Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Crafts,  King,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts,  Mangum,  Miller,  Preston,  Rives,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tappan 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright— 22. 

Mr.  Bayard  then  moved  an  amendment,  the  effect 
of  which  was  to  strike  out  the  50,000,  and  leave  the 
ratio  blank;  which  motion  was  concurred  in,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crafts,  Cuthbert,  Evans, 
Fulton,  Graham,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum, 
Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smitli,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Williams,  Woodbridge — 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Bates,  Benton, 
Choate,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Sprague,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

After  which,  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Mat  19.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore, 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  navy. 

When  the  committee  rose  last  evening,  item  No.  1 
was  under  consideration,  in  the  following  words: 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant  and  petty  offi- 
cers and  seamen,  <B;3,195,432  23." 

Which  said  item  Mr.  .I\Ieriv)ether  had  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  "$3,195,432  23,"  and  insert- 
ing $2,335,000."  And  the  pending  question  was  on 
the  amendment. 

[On  yesterday  Wednesday,  Mr.  Sprigg  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  and  stated  that  there  were 
now  230  officers  waiting  orders,  that  there  were  250 
in  September  last,  that  the  multiplication  of  officers 
by  the  executive  ought  to  be  checked,  that  the  out- 
standing balance  appropriated  for  the  navy  on  first 
January  last  was  over  $3,000,000,  and  that  now  over 
$8,000,000  were  asked,  thus  making  the  amount  for 
the  present  year  near  twelve  raillious,  or  more  than 
half  as  much  as  it  was  estimated  in  1841,  that  the 

whole  expenses  of  the  government  would  require ■ 

Mr.  S.  controverted  the  argument  that  we  were  to 
have  so  many  more  captains  than  we  had  ships.  He 
did  not  believe  the  nation  would  suffer,  if  the  board 
of  naval  commissioners  were  abolished  entirely,  and 
the  consideration  of  the  means  and  unsettled  source 
of  revenue  alone  was  sufficient  to  determine  him  in 
opposition  to  the  bill.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  was  anxious  to  urge  this  bill; 
yet  that  committee  had  thrown  olF  their  duty  of  de- 
vising revenue  upon  the  committee  of  manufactures. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  would  not  commit  himself  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  protective  tariff. 

Mr.  Everett  read  a  statement  of  the  increase  of  the 
naval  officers  from  1st  January  1841,  to  January  1st, 
1842,  of  246  in  all,  and  increase  of  seamen  of  2,365, 
and  took  it  for  granted  that  to  this  was  to  be  attribu- 
ted the  increase  of  $800,000,  in  appropriations  over 
tliat  of  last  year  for  their  pay.  He  thought  a  law 
should  be  passed  limiting  the  number  of  naval  offi- 
cers, but  it  would  be  unjust  to  postpone  this  bill  till 
such  a  law  should  be  passed.  He  hoped  a  law  will 
hereafter  be  passed  limiting  all  executive  discretion 
in  reference  to  naval  appointments  as  had  been  done 
in  reference  to  the  army. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  president 
with  his  signature  to  several  bills  and  among  them  the 
general  appropriation  bill]. 

Mr.  Gamble  concurred  with  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Everett,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  the  home  squadron  and 
the  yet  unsettled  condition  of  our  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Fillmore  explained  how  gentlemen  were  mis- 
led by  the  document  shewing  the  amount  laying  over 
on  January  1st  ult.  It  was  the  same  as  shewn  by  the 
documents  for  December  1st,  1841,  and  all  the  ex- 
penditures from  October  1st,  1841  to  January  1st, 
1842,  ought  to  be  deducted  from  that  document  to 
shew  the  true  amount  of  the  balance  on  hand  on  Jan. 
1st,  1842.     The  committee  then  rose]. 

Mr.  McKay  spoke  against  increasing  the  American 
navy.  He  said  that  Great  Britain  had  in  1841  upon 
1  her  navy  list  (including  all  vessels,  building  in  com- 
mission and  in  ordinary)  578  vessels  mounting  18,000 
guns.  In  1841  the  U.  States  had  70  vessels  mounting 
■  2,130  odd  guns. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  had  said  he  wanted  53 
vessels  to  be  put  in  commission.  Were  they  prepar- 
ed to  meet  that  demand?  Was  there  necessity  for  it' 
We  had  37  in  commission  last  year,  and  authority 
i  was  given  at  the  extra  session  for  8  more — making 


45.  The  exploring  expedition  was  to  return  about 
the  1st  July,  to  which  there  were  three  vessels  be- 
longing which  might  then  be  put  on  other  serviee.— 
He  held  m  his  hand  a  statement  showing  bow  the 
navies  of  Great  Britain  and  America  were  distribut- 
ed among  the  different  stations,  a  part  of  which  he 
read,  showing  that  on  the  Mediterranein  station 
Great  Britain  had  29  vessels  carrying  352  ffiins,  and 
America  had  3  vessels  carrying  80  guns;  and  that  on 
the  Brazil  station  Great  Britain  had  28  vessels  carry- 
ing 305  guns,  and  America  6  vessels  carrying  186 
guns.  If  we  put  two  or  three  more  vessels  on  each 
station,  could  we  expectthen  successfully  to  compete 
with  the  force  of  Great  Britain?     We  could  not. 

The  secretary  had  asked  for  too  many  vessels. 

The  policy  of  the  government  had  been  to  collect 
materials  and  build  ships,  having  them  ready  to 
launch  the  moment  required,  but  it  was  now  propos- 
ed to  put  all  our  vessels  afloat.  Great  Britain  had 
578  vessels  in  all,  and  only  200  and  odd  afloat. 

As  to  the  personnel  of  the  navy.  The  secretary 
wanted  11,000  men  and  over,  exclusive  of  marines. 
He  contended  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  this  in- 
crease. He  held  in  his  band  a  table  showing  the 
difference  between  the  war  complement  of  our  ves- 
sels and  those  of  Great  Britain,  from  which  he  read, 
showing  that  this  complement  of  our  vessels  was 
much  greater  than  that  of  Great  Britain;  that  our 
vessels  of  120  guns  were  required  by  the  regulations 
to  carry  1,200  men,  while  British  vessels  of  120  guns 
carried  only  900  men.  He  did  not  object  to  employ- 
ing this  number  in  time  of  war,  but  it  became  a  very 
grave  matter  of  consideration  whether  they  should  be 
employed  in  time  of  peace. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Meriu^ether  was  then  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  72,  nays  53. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  item 
No.  1 — 

Mr.  Triplelt  moved  to  amend  the  item  by  adding  a 
proviso;  which,  after  several  modifications,  was  as 
follows: 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  this  appropriation  shall 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  pay  or  other  emo- 
luments of  any  officer  of  the  navy  who  is  now,  or 
shall  be  hereafter,  suspended  from  the  service  by'the 
judgment  of  a  court  martial  during  the  period  of  his 
suspension,  or  has  rendered  no  service  for  five  years 
or  upwards,  unless  such  failure  to  renderservice  has 
been  caused  by  wounds  received  or  disease  contract- 
ed in  the  service. 

Mr.  Trijilett  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Gushing  opposed  it.  He  considered  it  as  re- 
pealing the  present  government  and  powers  of  courts 
martial,  and  interfering  with  their  jurisdiction,  and 
graduation  of  punishments;  and  therefore,  he  raised 
the  question  of  order. 

The  speaker  decided  it  to  be  in  order,  and  an  ap- 
peal being  taken,  the  house  sustained  his  decision. 

Mr.  McKeon  opposed  the  amendment  as  interfer- 
ing with  the  pardoning  power  of  the  president. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
clause  of  the  amendment,  commencing  at  the  words 
"has  rendered  no  service,"  as  its  possible  effect  could 
not  be  foreseen.  He  would  vote  for  the  first  branch 
of  the  resolution.  They  were  met  here  by  a  con- 
stitutional question.  It  was  said  that  it  deprived  the 
president  of  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power. 
But  how,  he  asked,  if  they  refused  to  inflict  punish- 
ment, bad  the  president  any  thing  to  pardon?  If  they 
said  by  law  that  a  court  martial  should  not  make  the 
depriving  of  the  salary  a  pari  of  the  punishment, 
they  could  not  impose  it,  and  the  president  could 
not  pardon  it. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  inclined  to  favor  Mr.  Undenoood's 
amendment.  Its  only  effect,  however,  would  be  to 
deprive  the  officer  from  any  compensation  out  of  the 
specific  appropriation,  but  it  did  not  preclude  his  be- 
ing paid  out  of  other  appropriations.  He  thought 
there  was  no  reason  why  an  officer,  suspended  as  a 
condemned  criminal,  should  be  paid;  and  he  thought 
that,  if  an  officer  had  lendered  no  service  for  five 
years,  it  was  at  least  an  evidence  that  his  services 
were  not  wanted.  He  suggested  to  his  friend  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Triplelt,)  the  propriety  of  witiidraw. 
ing  his  amendment,  which  on  an  appropriation  bill 
was  futile,  until  a  proper  time,  when  they  could  le- 
gislate on  the  subject,  and  actually  deprive  the  offi- 
cers of  any  compensation  whatever,  by  making  it  a 
permanent  law  of  the  land.  For  this  reason,  and 
this  only,  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment,  but 
should  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  a  proposition  as 
a  permanent  standing  law. 

Mr.  Ferris  said  that  the  powers  of  court  martial 
now  were  absolute  even  to  death,  and  were  liable  to 
abuse.  In  other  tribuuals,  crimes  were  defined  and 
classified,  and  their  punishments  graduated  by  law; 
but  a  court  martial  might  dismiss  for  the  most  tri- 
vial offence.    Therefore,  he  was  not  for  limiting  the 
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From  what   source   was  all  this   vast  amount  of 


executive  discretion  of  mitipting  punishment  and   £> ™-J„°il!>;jt"!i\T:/;r  Zd"?;" w' itm": '  "'"'^'  |  money  to  be  drawn?    Th.re  was  not  a  dollar  in  the 

'  •  ^    ' The  government  was  bankrupt  almost  be' 


■would  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr  J  R-  In'rersoll  opposed  the  amendment  as  m- 
espedicnt  and  unconstitutional.  He  referred  to  the 
un  ust  condemnation  of  the  son  of  the  Roman  dicta- 
tor for  disobedience  of  orders,  to  Nelson's  disobedi- 
ence at  Copenhagen,  to  Gen.  Jackson's  also,  to  shew 
that  occasional  irregularities  should  not  be  punished 
with  rigor.  Mr.  1.  also  opposed  it  on  broader  grounds 
and  adduced  cases  from  Napier's  history  m  favor  ol 
the  supervisory  power  of  a  commander;  and  relerr- 
ed  also  to  Jackson's  reversal  of  sentences  of  such 
courts  and  thought  the  amendment  would  injure  the 
custom  of  ages,  and  would  reduce  the  service  to 

kr  Habersham  said  the  severity  of  the  amendment 
would  defeat  its  object.  There  were  two  grades  of 
punishment;  one  was  suspension  only;  the  other  sus- 
pension with  deprivation  of  pay.  The  amendment 
left  but  one  punishment,  and  that  the  severer  ot 
the  two;  and,  therefore,  offences  would  frequently 
go  unpunished,  if  this  amendment  passed. 

Mr.  Wise  presumed  the  moving  cause  of  this 
amendment  was  the  case  of  Capt.  Elliott.  [Mr. 
Triplell  admitted  that  and  one  other  case  as  his  cause 
for  offering  it.]  Mr.  Wise  thought  the  amendment 
would  be,  therefore,  an  ex  post  facto  law,  and  con- 
gress had  no  power  to  enact  it.  He  protested  against 
reforming  the  navy  in  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Carulhers  contended  that  the  power  which 
made  the  law  regulating  courts  martial  had  the  pow- 
er to  alter  or  repeat  it,  and  denied  that  it  operated 
as  an  f.i;  post  facto  law.  It  was  a  regulation  for  the 
future  only.  Were  gentlemen  conscious  of  the  vast 
»mount  paid  annually  to  officers  doing  nothing.  Out 
of  service  they  contracted  idle  habits,  engaged  fre- 
quently in  other  professions,  and  became  indisposed 
for  sea  service.  Mr.  C.  professed  himself  a  friend 
to  the  navy,  but  declared  his  intention  to  judge  for 
himself  how  far  he  would  go  in  voting  money  for  its 
increase.  He  was  opposed  to  the  views  of  the  se- 
cretary on  that  subject.  Our  navy,  as  it  was,  had 
increased  faster  than  any  other  on  the  globe.  Eng- 
land had  60U  ships,  Russia  319,  France  330,  and 
Spain  26.  But  how  long  had  they  been  in  building 
up  such  a  force?  We  were  tlie  fourth  maritime 
power  in  the  world;  let  us  hold  on  to  our  64  or  70 
ships,  and  render  them  as  perfect  in  construction, 
equipment,  and  discipline  as  possible.  He  was  not 
ready  to  go  any  further.  He  was  for  diminishing  the 
two  millions  which  were  asked  for  the  annual  in- 
crease of  this  branch  of  our  defence.  True,  it  was 
not  quite  'O  dangerous  as  a  standing  army,  but  still 
it  was  dangerous.  We  had  no  design  of  conquering 
foreign  countries;  all  we  needed  was  an  adequate 
provision  for  our  own  defence,  and  for  this  end  he 
thought  we  had  enough  ships  already. 

Mr.  Saltomlall  regarded  the  navy  as  the  right  ai-m 
cf  national  defence  and  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wan-en  proposed  an  amendment  which  was 
read  for  information,  from  which  it  appeared  that  he 
proposed  in  substance,  that  no  officer,  suspended  by 
a  court  martial,  or  whose  sentence  had  been  changed 
to  suspension  by  the  executive,  should  receive  pay 
while  the  suspension  continued.  As  to  the  last  part 
of  the  amendment  now  before  the  committee,  Mr. 
AV.  could  not  vole  for  it.  He  was  utterly  unwilling 
to  declare  that,  because  a  man  had  been  out  of  ser- 
vice for  five  years,  although  he  had  during  that  time 
committed  no  offence,  but  had  been  ready  to  serve  at 
any  moment  lie  might  be  called  on,  his  pay  should  be 
cutoff.  He  thought  this  neither  politic  nor  just.  The 
case  of  commodore  Elliott  had  not  been  in  his  mind 
when  he  drew  up  his  amendment,  thoU'.;h  that  of 
Lieutenant  Adams  was.  There  might  by  very  many 
more.  IMr.  W's  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 
Mr.  Adams  addressed  the  committee  against  the 
amendment.  Had  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  heard 
or  read  the  evidence,  or  weighed  the  argument  of 
the  judge  advocate,  against  the  accused,  or  seen  the 
defence?  Were  the  executive  decisions  to  be  re- 
versed upon  mere  probabilities  that  the  decisions  of 
the  court  martial  were  more  proper  than  the  presi- 
dent's. Were  we  to  assume  executive  power,  re- 
verse the  decision  of  the  president,  and  change  the 
criminal  law  of  the  navy,  (and  merely  because  one 
mistake  may  have  been  committed)  and  take  away 
the  gracious  power  of  mercy.  Were  gentlemen 
anxious  to  remove  from  the  code  of  naval  courts 
[where  even  a  condemnation  to  death  does  not  re- 
quire unanimity]  its  only  mitigating  power.  Mr.  A. 
stood  in  a  state  of  perfect  neutrality  in  regard  to 
commodore  Elliott — lie  was  neither  for  him  nor 
against  him,  but  willing  to  consider  him  as  "an  ab- 
straction," if  gentlemen  would  have  it  so.  Rut  lie 
could  not  give  his  assent  to  the  amendment.  Even 
if  he  disapproved  of  the  act  of  the  president,  still  he 
should  consider  the  house  as  not  in  its  proper  func- 
tion when  attempting  to  reverse  his  judicial  deci- 
sions.   And,  in  spite  of  all  attempts  to  evade  the  ar- 


...„  ..mendment  was  an  ex  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jlrnold,  the  committee  rose,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Mat  20.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Penilletoii  ot 
(Cincinnati),  Ohio,  a  resolution  was  adopted  inquir- 
ing of  the  navy  department  why  the  advertising  of 
proposals  for  the  construction  of  the  engine  of  the 
lake  steamer,  as  originally  intended  and  promised 
and  communicated  to  several  engine  builders  by  him- 
self, had  been  abandoned.  This  procedure  had  pre- 
cluded competition.  The  contract  was  made  with- 
out advertisement  with  an  engine  builder  at  Pitts- 
burg. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
Samuel  Lawrence  and  W.  W.  Stone,  of  Boston, 
avowing  their  readiness  and  desire  to  meet  the  most 
rigid  scrutiny  from  the  charges  and  insinuations 
against  them,  contained  in  the  report  of  the  honora- 
ble George  Poindexter;  also  a  letter  from  G.  Poin- 
dexter, asking  as  an  act  of  justice,  a  select  commit- 
tee to  be  appointed  to  examine  seriatin)  whether 
there  be  any  discrepancies  between  his  report,  and 
the  evidence  and  document  on  which  it  is  founded. 
He  believes  it  will  vindicate  his  report  from  the  in- 
timation unjustly  made  against  it  in  advance  of  the 
publication  of  the  evidence.  If  his  request  is  de- 
nied, he  submits  whether  a  discussion  ought  not  in 
fairness  to  be  postponed  until  all  the  accompanying 
documents  are  printed. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  then,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fillmore,  resumed  in  committee. 

Mr.  Triplctt  replied  to  the  objections  made  to  his 
amendment.  He  knew  not  when  a  reorganization 
of  the  navy  would  take  place,  and  was  for  doing  now 
a.i  much  good  as  possible  although  in  this  bill  it  was 
not  the  most  appropriate  place.  He  contended 
that  it  was  not  ex  post  facto,  denied  the  imputation 
that  it  was  legislating  against  the  president,  and  having 
concluded, 

Mr.  Wood  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  ex- 
traordinary appropriations  when  the  treasury  was  ex- 
hausted and  embarrassed. 

Here  Mr.  Charles  Broum  spoke  in  vindication  of 
the  Philadelphia  navy  yard,  in  comparison  with 
that  of  Norfolk  and  the  heavy  expenditures  at  the 
latter. 

Mr.  Mallory  said  the  naval  establishment  at  Nor- 
folk was  the  largest  in  the  United  States  and  was  in- 
tended as  the  great  central  depot  of  the  U.  States  on 
account  of  its  superior  advantages.  That  explained 
the  expenditures  there. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

And  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Triplett  was  rejected. 
Mr.  McClellan,  of  New  York,  thereupon  moved  to 
mend  item  No.  1  (as  amended)   by  adding  thereto 
the  following  proviso. 

Provided,  That,  till  otherwise  ordered  by  con- 
gress, no  part  of  this  or  any  future  or  existing  appro- 
priation shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  officer 
in  the  navy  appointed  after  this  date,  beyond  the 
number  in  each  grade  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1S41; 
and  that  the  excess  now  in  the  service  beyond  that 
number  shall  be  reduced  as  fast  as  deaths,  resigna- 
tions, and  promotions  will  permit." 

Mr.  McClellan  said  that  he  had  but  a  word  or  two 
to  offer  in  explanation  and  support  of  the  amend- 
ment. The  estimates  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
present  year  were  eight  and  half  millions  of  dollars, 
exceeding  those  of  last  year  by  three  millions;  and, 
by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
it  appeared  that  a  large  item  was  for  the  pay  of  an 
additional  number  of  officers  v/hose  grade  had.  been 
raised.  Though  there  were  in  commission  but  15 
more  vessels  than  last  year,  §34,000  more  was  de- 
manded for  the  pay  of  officers  wailingorders.  In  some 
grades  the  number  of  officers  had  been  doubled.  The 
number  of  post  captains  was  to  be  raised  from  6S  to 
105.  Mr.  McC.  said  there  was  evidently  a  radical 
defect  in  our  naval  .system,  In  the  army  not  an  offi- 
cer could  be  added  without  express  provision  of  law; 
not  a  clerk  could  be  added  to  any  of  the  departments 
but  by  per.mission  of  congress;  but  in  the  navy  the 
number  of  officers  and  the  number  of  ships  were  left 
at  the  absolute  discretion  of  the  executive.  The 
president  had  a  right  to  appoint  as  many  officers  as 
he  pleased;  he  could  commission  vessels,  equip,  offi- 
cer, and  man  them  at  pleasure,  and  after  he  had  done 
this,  it  was  gravely  contended  that  congress  were 
bound  to  vote  the  necessary  ways  and  means.  It  was 
time  aveto  should  be  put  on  the  powerexcrcised  at  the 
other  end  of  the  avenue.  The  cslimates  this>ear 
for  the  navy  were  eight  and  a  half  millions;  for  the 
war  department  eleven  millions;  for  Ihc  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  government  five  and  a  half 
millions.  So  that  here,  in  three  branches  only  of 
the  public  service,  there  was  a  demand  of  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars,  besides  all  the  other  sources 
of  c.\penditure. 


treasury. 

yond  recovery.  They  had  attempted  to  borrow. 
With  that  viev;  they  had  passed  a  loan  bill,  ^es; 
and  every  breeze  from  the  north  sounded  like  a  peal 
of  thunder  in  their  ears  if  it  brought  news  that  the 
smallest  part  of  the  sum  had  been  taken.  And  yet; 
in  this  extreme  exigency  of  the  public  affairs,  when 
universal  distress  pervaded  every  part  of  the  land, 
the  house  was  called  upon  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  vi'ays  and  means  to  swell  the  expendi- 
tures higher  and  higher.  Mr.  McC.  was  not  prepar- 
ed to  respond  to  the  call  unless  he  saw  a  great  exi-. 
geney  indeed  to  demand  it. 

When  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Cush- 
»■),  whom  he  considered  as  one  of  the  prime  mi- 
stersof  the  present  administration,  opened  his  bud- 
get, Mr.  MeC.  had  given  him  an  attentive  and  re- 
peetful  hearing,  because  he  knew  that  he  spoke  from 
authority.  He  expected  to  hear  him  proclaim  in 
solemn  tones  the  speedy  approach  of  war;  but  he 
had  done  no  such  thing.  Then  he  had  looked  to  hear 
of  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  which  was  ris- 
ing like  a  phenix  and  spreading  its  white  wings  on 
every  sea;  hut  no,  there  was  nothing  of  this  either. 
The  whole  upshot  of  the  gentleman's  annunciation 
was  increase  of  praise  and  glory  to  the  power  at  the 
other  end  of  the  avenue.  Now,  Mr.  McC.  was  very 
willing  to  glorify  the  powers  in  that  quarter,  provid- 
ed it  was  not  done  at  the  expense  of  a  suffering  peo- 
ple. 

Was  it  contended  that  this  large  amount  of  eight 
and  a  half  millions  was  for  the  protection  and  safety 
of  our  commerce?  Not  at  all.  During  the  admin- 
istration of  Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  BuriMi,  the 
appropriation  for  the  naval  service  had  been  but  five 
millions.  And  had  notour  commerce  ridden  in  safe- 
ty on  the  wavos  of  every  ocean?  Had  it  not  been 
protected  in  the  Mediterranean?  in  the  Pacific?  all 
around  the  globe?  Had  not  the  pirates  been  exter- 
minated from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  West  In- 
dies, till  not  a  pirate  had  been  heard  of  for  six  years 
past?  It  would  not  be  pretended  that  this  increase  of 
three  millions  was  needed  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce. And  as  to  war,  there  was  no  present  pros- 
pect of  that.  No  man  pretended  that  there  was. 
On  these  grounds,  Mr.  McC.  should  oppose  the  in- 
crease asked  for. 

He  v/as  a  staunch  friend  to  the  navy:  ho  shared  in 
the  pride  felt  by  the  whole  nation  in  view  of  its 
achievements.  He  was  v/illing  it  should  receive  a 
gradual  increase;  but  he  never  could  consent  to  fol- 
low the  scheme  of  the  secretary  to  enlarge  it  con- 
tinually and  rapidly  till  it  should  equal  one-half  the 
size  of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  and  should  cost 
the  nation  thirty  millions  annually.  Did  the  secre- 
tary persuade  himself  that  the  .\merican  people 
were  prepared  for  such  a  course  as  that'  If  he  sup- 
posed so,  he  greatly  wronged  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  McC.  had  read  the  poetical  blank  verse  mes- 
sage of  the  honorable  secretary  with  alarm.  But  he 
would  not  go  into  any  extended  observations  on  the 
general  topic. 

He  had  risen  to  commend  to  the  committee  the 
amendment  he  proposed  to  the  bill.  The  vote  on 
this  amendment  would  be  a  test  vote;  that  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Meriwether)  was  not  a  test  vote,  because  the  800,000 
dollars  stru:ken  out  by  that  amendment  would  be  sup- 
plied out  of  the  unexpended  balance  in  the  hands  of 
ihe  department  on  the  1st  of  January  last.  The 
amendment  would  be  practically  unavailing.  But 
that  now  olVered  would  put  an  effi^ctual  check  to  fur- 
ther attempts  to  augment  the  number  of  officers,  as 
had  been  done  without  the  knowledge  or  authority 
of  the  house.  The  amendment  proposed  no  injus- 
tice; it  went  to  p-ay  all  who  were  in  commission,  but 
provided  that  their  places  should  not  be  supplied 
when  vacant  beyond  the  number  we  had  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1841. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  Fillmore. 
Mr.  Eoerelt  offered  the  following  amendment  as  a 
substitute. 

^'Provided,  That  no  part  of  this  appropriation  shall 
be  applied  fur  pay  of  any  officer  of  the  grade  of  cap- 
tain, commander,  lieutenant,  or  passed  midshipman, 
or  midshipman,  hereafter  appointed,  if  the  number 
in  service  in  liis  respective  grade  shall  exceed  the 
number  in  service  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  J841. 
The  discussion  was  farther  maintained  by  Mr. 
Proffit  and  Cashing,  who  having  yielded  tu  a  motion 
to  tiiat  effect,  the  committee  rose. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  navy  department  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  18th 
instant,  slating  that  the  sum  of  j(742,510,  chargeable  . 
to  the   appropriation  for  the   pay,  &c.  of  the  home 
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squadron,  was  on  hand  on  the  31st  December,  1841, 
and  that  thi;  sum  of  <|,250,000  ^f  that  apiT-ipi-ialinn 
was,  under  the  provisions  ot  the  act  of  :iOth  June, 
1834,  transfiTred  to  other  heads  which  were  ex- 
hausted; which  sum  of  $950,000  is  to  be  reimbursed 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  home  squadron  upon  the 
passage  of  the  law  making  provision  for  the  naval 
service  of  tiie  present  year. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a  communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  answer  to  a  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  (he  14th  February  last,  in 
relation  to  the  Choctaw  academy  for  the  education 
of  Indian  youths,  &c.  Laid  upon  I  he  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.     And  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  P/Iat  21.  The  house  resumed  in  com- 
mittee, the  consideration  of  the  naval  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  Cushhig  referred  to  the  act  of  congress  which 
showed  that  the  president  might  put  in  commission 
and  provide  with  men  whatever  number  of  vessels 
the  public  interests  might  require.  He  also  read  va- 
rious statistical  documents  in  reference  to  the  navy 
of  JIngland  and  its  cost;  for  1840  its  expenses  were 
.£5,659,051;  he  contended  that  to  cut  down  the  ap- 
propriation in  the  bill  would  be  equivalent  to  a  re- 
peal of  the  home  squadron  bill,  that  the  appropria- 
tions for  1C41,  had  been  inadequate,  that  the  navy 
should  be  maintained  on  its  present  footing  in  both 
ptrsmnel  and  mctleriel,  that  the  13,000  men  in  naval 
service  could  not  atfoct  the  liberties  of  the  country 
and  that  it  was  the  policy  of  a  republic  to  curtail  its 
land  forces  and  promote  its  naval  arm  of  defence. 
He  did  not  expect  any  war,  and  if  this  appropriation 
could  not  be  defended  without  raising  a  war  panic  he 
would  not  defend  it. 

Mr.  Parmcnier,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  navy 
was  always  popular  in  this  country,  and  when  many 
yeai-s  ago  there  was  opposition  to  the  navy,  it  was 
not  because  it  was  unpopular,  but  because  the  then 
administration  was  then  going  faster  in  reference  to 
it,  than  necessity  and  means  would  warrant.  There 
was  a  mistake  in  supposing  a  very  large  appropria- 
tion was  proposed  at  this  time.  The  various  objec- 
tions made  related  rather  to  the  organization  than  to 
the  appropriations.  He  believed  all  present  objec- 
tions to  the  navy  arose  from  the  act  after  the  late 
war  giving  its  whole  control  to  a  board  of  naval  com- 
missioners, and  to  its  mode  of  constitution.  He  be- 
lieved that  if  properly  managed,  no  larger  vessels 
would  be  required  abroad  than  was  necessary  and 
much  expense  be  obviated.  He  was  opposed  to  send- 
ing out  a  ship  of  the  line  merely  to  suit  the  rank  of 
the  higher  officers,  and  read  from  the  documents  to 
show  that  no  more  was  proposed  to  be  expended  this  j 
year  than  was  expended  last  year.  It  had  been  said  j 
that  it  required  11,000,000,  this  year.  The  balance 
on  January  1st,  1842  was  §3,000,000,  and  8,200,000  ! 
more  was  estimated  for.  Now  the  whole  amount 
proposed  to  be  expended  for  1842  was  §9,059,000,  : 
and  if  no  more  was  expended  than  thus  estimated  it ' 
would  leave  a  balance  on  January  1st  1843,  of! 
§2,000,000.  But  this  §9,000,000,  did  not  apply  to 
the  bill  under  consideration.  The  committee  of  ways  | 
and  means  had  deducted  §1,470,000  which  left  for  j 
the  service  only  7,500,000.  The  expenditures  of  last : 
year  were  $5,888,000,  and  thus  the  ditl'erence  of  the 
two  years  was  only  §1,640,000.  I 

Mr.  Everett  modihed  his  amendment  so  as  to  read  i 
as  follows: 

'^Provided,  That  no  part  of  this  appropriation  shall  ! 
be  applied  for  pay  of  any  officer  of  the  grade  of  cap-  ■ 
tain,  commander,  lieutenant,  or  midshipman,  hereaf-  ! 
ter  appointed,  if  the  number  in  service  in  his  respec- 
tive grade  shall  exceed  the  number  in  service  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1842." 

Mr.  (rise,  alluding  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Parmen- 
tcTj  relative  to  the  reorganization  of  the  navy,  said, 
at  the  earliest  possible  day,  he  should  move  to  take 
up  the  two  bills  on  that  subject,  and  should  prefer 
to  take  tliem  up  directly  after  the  present  bill  had 
passed. 

Messrs.  Parmenter,  Fillmore,  Everett,  and  Merriioe- 
ther  continued  tlie  discussion. 

Mr.  McKuij  was  aware  of  his  disadvantage  in  en- 
countering the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Cusliing),  who  being  a  sort  of  prime  minister  of  the 
administration  was  aided  by  those  officially  familiar 
with  the  details  of  the  subject.  The  true  and  only 
question  was  whether  the  navy  should  be  too  ra- 
pidly and  exiravagantly  increased.  The  secretary 
had  asked  to  raise  the  number  of  men  from  8  to 
11,000;  its  alleged  necessity  caused  chiefly  by  the 
home  squadron.  But  were  more  men  wanted  this 
year  for  the  home  squadron  of  last  year?  Mr.  Mc' 
Kay  adverted  to  one  remarkable  fact:  the  British 
navy,  with  between  five  and  six  hundred  vessels 
and  four  thousand  seven  bundled  guns  atloat,  con- 
tained but  twenty-nine  thousand  men;  while  for  our 
9wn  navy,  of  sixty  or  seventy  vessels,  the  aecre- 
tary  asked  thirteen  thousand  men;  nearly  half  the 


number  in   the  Davy  of  Great  Britain.     This  was 
amazing! 

Mr.  in.sc  said  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
misunderstood  the  state  of  the  fact,  or  else  he  was 
playing  off  sophistry  upon  the  committee.  He 
compared  the  number  of  our  men  afloat  and  ashore 
both,  with  the  number  in  the  British  navy  afloat 
only. 

Mr.  McKay  said  he  knew  fully  as  much  about  the 
subject  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  and  had  he 
the  requisite  time  allowed  him  he  would  show  that  in 
the  statement  he  had  made  he  was  fully  sustained  by 
the  parliamentary  documents. 

At  this  point  Mr.  McK.  yielded  to  a  motion  forthe 
rising  of  the  committee;  which  prevailing,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported;  and  tjiereupon  the  house 
adjourned. 

Monday,  May  23.  Mr.  McKay  was  entitled  to  the 
floor  and  addressed  the  committee  at  length  in  reply 
to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Cusliing,  made  in  the  house  on 
Saturday.  Mr  McKay  spoke  mainly  to  prove  that 
we  had  been  increasing  our  service  beyond  what 
Great  Britain  had  for  many  years  past.  Mr.  McKay 
was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Cltshing  and  Mr.  Wise,  who 
corrected  some  of  his  statements  in  regard  to  the 
home  service. 

Mr.  irise  followed,  and  did  not  propose  to  reply  at 
any  length  to  Mr.  McKay,  for  the  reason  that  no  time 
was  afforded  to  do  so.  The  statements,  he  briefly 
said,  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  were 
incorrect  and  a  good  deal  perverted. 

Mr.  Bidlack  inquired  of  the  gentlemen  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Wise)  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  present 
bill  could  not  be  considerably  reduced,  so  as  to  pro- 
vide only  for  the  immediate  demands  of  the  naval 
service,  and  another  appropriation  bill  be  introduced, 
after  they  had  acted  on  the  bill  for  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  navy,  founded  on  new  estimates.' 

Mr.  Wise  said  the  organization  of  the  navy  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  bill.  In  relation 
to  the  personnel  of  the  navy  the  very  item   that  had 


board,  and  that  there  should  also  be  one  or  more  citi- 
zens, civilians,  to  represent  the  sailors  and  others 
connected  with  or  affected  by  the  government  of  the 
navy  No  extra  pay  was  contemplated  by  the  bill 
for  ofhcers  of  the  navy  who  should  serve;  but  itwas 
certainly  just,  if  citizens  rendered  services  upon  it, 
that  they  should  be  paid  for  their  time  and  attention 
to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Mams  said  the  taking  up  of  this  bill  at  this 
time  had  been  wholly  unexpected  by  him,  and  he 
should  greatly  prefer  that  its  consideration  should  be 
postponed  at  least  till  the  morning.  Could  that  be 
done,  he  should  offer  an  amendment  he  had  contem- 
plated, but  had  not  had  time  to  prepare,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  He  entertained 
some  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  the  appointment 
of  any  board  in  the  matter.  The  object  was  to  re- 
vise a  system  of  rules  and  regulations  which  had  ex- 
isted for  centuries,  and  which  had  been  the  law  of 
the  navy  ever  since  we  owned  one.  These  rules  had 
been  in  existence  not  only  ever  since  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  but  long  before,having  at  that  time 
been  borrowed  from  the  naval  code  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. With  various  additions  and  modifications,  they 
had  now  been  in  force  under  this  government  for  at 
least  forty  years.  Mr.  A.  had  objected  to  the  bill  in 
its  original  form,  because  it  proposed  to  commit  the 
whole  subject  of  the  revision  exclusively  to  naval 
officers.  Since  then  he  had  seen  a  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy;  and  the  consequence  of  its  pe- 
rusal v/as  a  doubt  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to 
commit  the  entire  subject  to  him,  and  let  him  report 
to  congress  such  alterations  as  he  might  deem  expe- 
dient and  necessary,  and  then  let  congress  pass  upon 
the  whole  plan.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
this  was  likely  to  produce  a  better  code  than  calling 
in  the  aid  of  a  board  of  naval  officers,  even  though 
they  should  be  aided  by  one  or  more  Cochranes.  It 
was  eminently  proper  that,  in  the  preparation  of  a 
legal  code  affecting  so  large  a  body  of  persons,  and 
that   in   a  manner  so  vitally  important  to   them,  a 


been  reduced  by  the  committee  could  not  be  reduced!  technical   man,  a  professional  lawyer  should  be  em 


one  dolla 

flir.  Bidlack  begged  leave  to  make  one  further  in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman,  whether  be  (Mr.  Wise)  had 
read  the  article  in  the  Madisonian  of  this  morning 
on  the  subject  of  the  prospect  of  war?  and  whether 
he  knew  any  thing  to  justify  the  tone  of  that  arti- 
cle?    [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Wise  supposed  his  answer  must  be  very  satis- 
factory to  the  gentlemen.  He  had  not  even  read  the 
article,  and  did  not  know  what  it  contained. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Everett  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  McClellan  v\'as  then  rejected  by  the  vote  of 
75  to  71. 

Mr.  McClellaii's  amendment  was  then  carried  by  a 
vote  of  89  to  80. 

A  score  of  amendments  were  then  proposed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
under  instructions  from   the  committee.     The  most 


ployed — one  who  should  be  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
cise force  of  the  terms  to  be  employed.  This  would 
certainly  be  better  than  the  cumbrous  mode  contem- 
plated by  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  having  concluded,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  committee  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  took  up 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point,  for  the  year  1342. 
The  bill  having  been  read  through — 
Mr.  Meriwether  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress  on  the 
at-my  bill  and  on  the  bill  for  the  government  and  re- 
gulation of  the  army. 

Mr.  Gilmer,  (on  leave  given),  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  retrenchment,  made  a  report,  concluding 
with  the  following  resolutions: 
important  was  a  reduction  of  the  amount  reported!  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  require  the  presi- 
in  the  bill  for  navy  yards,  dry  docks,  &c.  to  the  ex-  [  dent  of  the  United  States,  in  all  cases 'of  removals 
tent  of  §1,560,400.  This  amendment  was  carried  from  office,  to  communicate  the  reason  or  cause  for 
with  others  of  an  immaterial  character;  when  be-1  each  removal  to  the  senate. 


tween  two  and  three  o'clock  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  house  of  representatives.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  moved  by  Mr.  Cusliing,  and  the  motion  sus- 
tained by  a  vote  of  81  to  77. 

The  amendment  first  reported  to  the  house  was 


Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  either  to  dispense 
with  the  ofiices  of  the  second  and  third  auditors,  or 
with  the  several  bureaus  attached  to  the  war  depart- 
ment, so  far  as  they  are  employed  in  the  examination 
of  claims  or   accounts,  or  otherwise  as  accounting 


that  introduced    by  Mr.  Meriwether,  of  Georgia,  re-    agencies  in  connexion  with  the  treasury. 

ducing  the  amount  for  pay  and  subsistence  §800,000.  |      Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  abolish  the  office 

This  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays.     Yeas  1 13,  nays  i  of  the  board  of  navy  commissioners. 

89.  !      Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  abolish  the  office 

Mr.  McClellaiVs  amendment  was  then  voted  upon  '  of  the  commissary  general  of  purchases, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried  by  100  to  94.  I      Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  abolish  the  office 

So  the  house  concurred  with  the  committee  in  the   of  the  solicitor  of  the  land  office, 
proviso.  I      Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  abolish  the  office 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  afterwards  mov- 1  of  recorder  of  the  land  office. 
cd  the  reconsideration  of  this  vote,  but  without  sue-       Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  of 
cess.  1  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1835,  as  authorises  officers 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  of  v/ays  and  ^  of  the  navy  temporarily  performing  the  duties  be- 
moans were  concurred  in  without  a  division,  and  the  ]  longing  to  those  of  a  higher  grade  to  receive  the  corn- 
bill  was  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  171  to  36.  I  pensation  allowed  to  such  higher  grade. 

The  house  then  went  into  com.mittee  of  the  whole.  Resolved,  That  the  public  service  will  admit  of  a 
and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of  a  board,  reduction  in  the  number  and  salaries  of  clerks  em- 
for  the  preparation  of  rules  and  laws  for  theregula-|  ployed  in  the  departments  at  the  seat  of  government, 
tion  of  the  navy.  Resolved,  That  it   is  expedient  to  reduce  the  num- 

When  this  bill  was  last  uv.dcr  consideration,  (i.  e.  ber  of  clerks  attached  to  the  office  of  commissioner 
Tuesday,  May  17,)  a  motion  had  been  made  by  Mr. '  of  public  lands,  so  that  they  shall  not  exceed  sixty. 
TripWfj  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  "ten,"  as  |  Resolved,  That  the  number  of  clerks  attached  to 
the  number  of  officers  to  constitute  the  proposed  the  office  of  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  v^ill  ad- 
board,  and  substituting  a  provision  that  two  officers  mit  of  reduction  so  as  not  to  exceed  eight,  so  soon  as, 
from  the  several  grades  of  captains,  commanders, !  with  proper  attention,  the  arrearages  of  business  and 
lieutenants,  pursers,  and  surgeons,  two  from  the  ma-!  accounts  can  be  brought  up. 

rine  corps,  and  two  persons  connected  neither  with  I      Mr.  G.  said  he  was  not  authorised  to  say  that  the 
the  army  or  navy,  should  compose  it.  |  report  met  the  approbation  of  all  the  members  of  the 

And  the  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment — ,  committee. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  amend-  The  report  and  accompanying  documents  were 
ment.  He  thought  it  very  proper  that  some  officers  j  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
from  the  marine  corps  should  be  incorporated  in  the ,  house  adjourned, 
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Affrican  slate  trade.  The  Malta  Times  of  the 
15th  of  April,  contains  a  circular  by  Mr.  Warring- 
ton, the  British  consul  at  Tripoli,  dated  March  26th, 
addressed  to  the  different  chiefs  of  the  interior,  and 
northern  coast  of  Africa,  representing  to  them  the 
folly  as  well  as  cruelty  of  the  slave  trade,  and  advis- 
ing them  to  substitute  for  it  an  active  trade  in  the 
natural  resources  of  Africa,  such  as  gold  dust,  ivory, 
ostrich  feathers,  gum,  skins,  indigo,  &.c.  This  circu- 
lar has  been  translated  into  Arabic  and  profusely  dis- 
tributed. 

American  talent.  Major  Whistler,  engineer  of 
the  rail  road  from  Providence  to  Boston,  has  receiv- 
ed an  invitation  from  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  su- 
perintend the  construction  of  a  rail  road  from  Mos- 
cow to  Petersburg,  and  has  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment. 

The  New  York  Express  says:  We  understand  that 
Mr.  Healy,  an  American  artist  ol  great  merit,  came 
from  England  by  last  steamer  charged  with  a  com- 
mission from  the  king  of  France  to  copy  for  him 
Stewart's  celebrated  picture  ot  Gen.  Washington, 
and  that  he  is  now  at  the  capitol  for  that  purpose. 
The  well  earned  fame  of  this  celebrated  artist  must 
be  a  matter  of  great  pride  to  his  countrymen  as  well 
as  to  himself.  Sprung  from  an  humble  origin,  but 
early  gifted  with  great  genius  for  the  art,  he  went  to 
Europe  about  seven  years  since  to  study  the  old  mas- 
ters. His  talents  and  unassuming  manners  soon 
gained  for  him  the  notice  and  esteem  of  amateurs 
in  England  and  on  the  continent.  After  a  very 
successful  career,  during  which  he  executed  many 
admirable  likenesses  of  the  nobility,  the  king  of 
France  and  most  of  his  family,  we  find  him  here  on 
a  mission  he  has  reason  to  be  proud  of,  and  no  doubt 
he  will  carry  back  with  him  another  laurel  to  his 
fame. 

Army.  A  court  martial  has  been  in  session  at  Sa- 
vannah, for  the  trial  of  capt.  Marshall  S.  Howe,  of 
the  2d  dragoons,  charged  with  cruelty  towards  one 
of  his  soldiers.     The  members  are — 

Brigadier  general  W.  K.  Armistead,  col.  3d  regi- 
ment artillery,  president. 

Col.  Sylvester  Churchill,  inspector  general. 

Col.  J.  B.  Walbach,  lieut.  col.  1st  regiment  artil- 
lery. 

Lieut,  col.  Wm.  Gates,  3d  regiment  artillery. 

Major  M.  M.  Payne,  2d  regiment  artillery. 

Major  J.  L.  McClintocU,  3d  regiment  artillery. 

Captain  J.  M.  Washington,  4th  regiment  artillery. 

Captain  J.  R.  Irwin,  ist  regiment  artillery,  cap- 
tain in  quarter-master's  department. 

Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Ridgley,  2d  regiment  artillery. 

Caplain  W.  C.  De  Hart,  2d  regiment  artillery, 
judge  advocate. 

Assassination.  Lilburn  W.  Boggs,late  governor 
of  Missouri,  was  shot  on  Friday  the  6th  inst.  in  the 
evening,  while  sitting  in  a  room  in  his  own  house  in 
Independence,  Missouri.  Two  balls  entered  the 
brain,  and  two  the  neck.  The  citizens  immediately 
offered  $500  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
murderer.  Mr.  Boggs  still  survived  at  last  date  but 
his  life  is  despaired  of. 

Cotton.  From  Liverpool  we  learn  by  the  last 
arrivals  that  up  to  the  2d  inst.  the  demand  for  cotton 
was  very  limiled,  the  spirit  of  speculation  in  the 
market  heavy,  but  had  subsided,  prices  remained  at 
what  they  were  before  the  fluctuation,  except  mid- 
dling and  inferior  qualities,  which  had  declined. 

Mio  Orleans  market.  In  the  three  days  ending 
10th  inst.  sales  amounted  to  6,800  bales,  leaving  a 
stock  of  14,580  bals. 

Prices  Liverpool  clctssificatlcn.  Ordinary  4^  a  6; 
middling  6;  a  7';  middling  fair  8;  a  8j;  fair  and  fully 
fair  9i  a  JO;  good  fair  lOJ  a  11;  good  and  fine  12. 

CnEROKF,ER.  Johu  RoRS,  the  eliief  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  with  Jesse  Bushyhead,  chief  justice,  and 
captain  John  Bangs,  of  the  same  nation,  arc  at  pres- 
ent in  this  city,  liaving  arrived  a  few  days  ago. — • 
Messrs.  Vaiin  and  Coody,  of  the  nation,  oreexpected 
to  join  them  here  in  a  few  days.  [M'at.  Intel. 

Chartism.  A  petition  with  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  signatures, disking  for  universal  suffrage,  abo- 
lition of  the  national  debt,  and  a  repeal  of  the  union, 
was  presented  from  an  enormous  procession  to  the 
house  of  commons  in  England,  on  the  3d  inst.     It 

was  decided  not  to  read  it   by  a  vote  of  287  to  40 

Mr.  Macauley  opposed  it  as  destructive  to  monarchy, 
to  aristocracy  and  to  society,  and  to  all  security  of 
lir()pcrty.  Sir  R.  Peel  said  he  would  not  grant  a  de- 
lusive hearing  which  he  knew  must  end  in  a  refusal. 
He  would  not  awaken  hope  to  be  superceded  by  disap- 
pointment. He  considered  it  as  an  impeachment  of  the 


whole  constitution  and  social  order  of  the  kingdom 
and  concluded  by  expressing  his  confidence  in  the 
efficacy  of  the  laws  for  the  permanent  welfare  of  the 
country.  The  Times  intimates  that  the  whole  was 
the  work  of  a  mere  committee  and  that  the  signa- 
tures could  have  been  increased  to  six  millions  with 
but  the  trouble  of  writing  names. 

Corn  continues  at  about  60  cents. 

Currency.  Mr.  Morehead,  in  his  speech  in  the 
senate,  upon  the  exchequer,  said  that,  according  to 
his  information,  it  cost  Kentucky  alone,  in  annual 
premiums  upon  exchange,  half  a  million  of  dollars — 
and  estimating  that  the  eight  western  and  southwest- 
ern states  paid  about  the  same,  it  would  constitute  an 
annual  tax  ol  four  millions  of  dollars  upon  their  indus- 
try! 

Encampment  at  Baltimore.  On  Friday  morning 
(20th  inst.)  the  president  of  the  United  States  arriv- 
ed from  Washington,  breakfasted  at  the  residence  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  encampment.  Gene- 
ral G.  H.  Steuart,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Barnum's 
hotel  and  gave  audience  to  many  citizens  who  called 
upon  him.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  private  se- 
cretary, hon.  J.  C.  Spencer,  secretary  of  war.  Gen. 
Towson,  Col.  Hunter,  marshal  of  the  District,  Col. 
Seaton,  mayor  of  Washington,  and  other  distinguish- 
ed persons;  he  was  escorted  from  Washington  by 
the  Marion  Rifle  company,  capt.  McCauley,  of  that 
city.  The  citizens  who  waited  on  him  were  intro- 
duced by  Col.  Solomon  Hillen,  mayor  of  this  city. 

The  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather  render- 
ed a  postponement  of  the  grand  review  advisable, 
and  the  engagements  of  the  president  rendering  it 
impossible  for  him  to  prolong  his  stay,  he  returned 
in  the  afternoon  to  the  seat  of  government,  accom- 
panied by  Gen.  Scott  and  his  lady,  who  had  arrived 
the  evening  before.  The  Marion  Rifle  company 
also  returned. 

On  the  2]st,  Saturday,  though  the  weather  con- 
tinued somewhat  inclement,  the  troops  were  review- 
ed by  the  governor  of  Maryland,  accompanied  by 
the  hon.  Solomon  Hillen,  mayor  of  the  city;  and  on 
Monday  morning  were  inspected,  in  batallion,  by 
the  commander-in-chief.  Gen.  G.  H.  Steuart,  and 
v/ent  through  many  interesting  military  exercises. 
Afterwards  Major  Ringgold's  troop  of  U.  S.  Flying 
Artillery  performed  some  beautiful  and  highly  inte- 
resting exercises,  and  attracted  the  admiration  of  the 
thousands  of  spectators  who  were  present.  After 
these  evolutions  the  troops  were  formed  round  the 
commander  in-chief  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  to 
whom  the  "prize  flag"  was  to  be  awarded. 

The  general  orders  of  the  major  general  were 
read  by  his  aid-de-camp  Charles  H.  Winder,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  entire  approbation  of  their  uniform 
conduct  as  soldiers  in  the  encampment.  The  selec- 
tion fell  upon  the  Maryland  Cadets  of  this  city,  com- 
manded by  capt.  Ropes,  who  very  briefly  replied  to 
the  complimentary  remarks  of  the  general  in  pre- 
senting it.  After  the  prize  IJag  was  awarded,  the 
tents  were  struck,  and  the  military  returned  to  the 
city.  After  marching  through  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal streets,  they  were  dismissed. 

Encampment  at  Reading.  On  the  21st  Governor 
porter  reviewed  the  troops  at  Camp  Kosciusko,  which 
terminated  on  the  23d,  with  the  award  of  medals  to 
the  best  marksmen.  Captain  A.  Partridge,  of  Nor- 
wich University  was  present,  and  afforded  valuable 
instructions.  A  military  convention  was  held  at 
Gen.  Davis's  quarters  for  the  revision  of  the  defec- 
tive militia  system.  On  23d,  Gen.  Scott  reviewed 
the  troops  and  a  brilliant  spectacle  was  presented. 

Encampment  at  Trot,  Wurren  county,  Ohio.  Vo- 
lunteers of  Cincinnati,  Dayton  and  other  places, 
were  to  assemble  at  Camp  Keifer  on  the  25th,  and 
while  there  be  reviewed  by  Gov.  Corwin. 

Election  for  Congressman.  The  election  for  a 
member  of  congress,  in  place  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  de- 
ceased, took  place  in  Washington  county.  Pa.  on  the 
20th  inst.  Mr.  McKenna,  the  whig  candidate,  is 
elected  by  about  300  majority.  This  county  has  al- 
ways been  a  closely  contested  one,  and  last-fall  the 
Van  Burenites  carried  it  by  a  large  majority. 

We  learn,  says  the  Lowell  Courier,  that  the  print 
works  belonging  to  Wm.  Schooler,  in  ISellerica,  were 
destroyed  by  fire  about  2  o'clock  this  morning.  VVe 
have  not  learned  the  particulai-s. 

Explosion.  The  steampipe  of  the  steamer  Doug- 
las on  the  night  of  ]6lh,  on  her  way  to  Louisville, 
near  New  Madrid,  exploded.  Dr.  P.  R.  Holfman, 
lady  and  child,  of  Baltimore,  scalded,  besides  15 
others,  some  of  them  severely  and  two  or  three  since 
are  dead. 

Exchanges.  New  York  on  England  8J;  on  Paris 
.1  30;  on  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  par  a'; 
on  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Norfolk  Sj;  Raleigh  3!- 


Charleston  IJ;  Augusta  2;  Savannah  9;  Mobile  25;  N. 
Orleans  6;  St.  Louis  5;  Cincinnati  8;  Nashville  15; 
treasury  notes  |. 

Flour.  12,299  bbls.  were  last  week  shipped  from 
Rochester  eastward  on  the  Erie  canal. 

Liverpool,  3d  May.  Flour  is  held  at  283.  per  bbl. 
being  a  reduction  of  Is. 

At  Boston  Genesee  flour  is  quoted  at  $6  25; 
Georgtown  §6  374;  Ohio  56  GO;  Michigan  6;  New- 
York,  Genesee  6  31. 

Florida.  JiHgitstiiu,May  ^Olh.  On  the  14th  and 
15th  instants,  five  more  murders  were  committed  by 
the  Indians  in  Columbia  and  Alachua  counties.  Wm. 
Vansant,  Bryan  Vansant,  Mi-s.  M.  Cason  and  child 
were  killed,  and  Mr.  Cason  and  Mr.  Stafford  wound- 
ed. There  v/ere  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  Indians 
under  the  Creek  war  chief  Octahachee  and  their 
attack  was  made  on  the  Alligator  settlement;  they 
then  crossed  Alachua  county,  near  Wakahoota,  from 
which  post  Lt.  Baker  with  six  mounted  nienpui-sued 
them.  Two  of  his  soldiers  were  killed  and  one 
wounded.  The  7th  infantry,  and  some  militia  are  in 
pursuit.  Halleck  Tustenniiggee  is  lodged  on  Seahorse 
Key.  Two  of  his  warriors  are  to  go  to  Pilakaha 
for  five  hundred  warriors  whose  families  are  with 
them. 

India  Rubber  Pavement.  The  London  Chroni- 
cle says  that  amongst  the  marvels  of  the  times  a  pa- 
tent has  been  actually  taken  out  for  paring  the  streets 
of  London  with  India  rubber,  and  many  scientific  per- 
sons are  sanguine  as  to  its  success.  There  is  to  be  a 
sub  stratum  of  wood,  on  which  is  to  be  put  a  facing 
of  caoutchouc,  mixed  with  iron  filings  and  saw- 
dust, to  a  depth  of  several  inches.  This,  it  is  cal- 
culated, will  resist  the  ill  influence  of  all  weathers, 
and  make  the  most  delightful  and  durable  pave- 
ment. 

Maine.  The  legislature  met  on  May  18th.  A 
committee  of  nine  on  the  part  of  the  senate  and  thir- 
I  teen  on  the  part  of  the  house,  were  appointed  to  take 
!  into  consideration  the  governor's  message.  The 
committee  voted  unanimously  to  choose  commission- 
ers; and  by  a  vole  of  19  to  3,  adopted  a  resolve,  of- 
;  fered  by  Col.  John  Otis  of  the  senate,  to  give  them 
full  powers;  four  commissioners  to  be  designated, 
two  from  each  of  the  political  parties. 

Naval.  The  launching  of  the  Raritan  frigate 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
25th  has  been  indefinitely  postponed.  It  is  attribut- 
ed to  the  action  of  congress  on  the  naval  appropria- 
tion bill. 

I      The   St.   Lawrence,  44  guns,  was  to   have   been 

;  launched  at  Norfolk  on  the  27th. 

I  The  Savannah,  44,  was  launched  at  Brooklyn  on 
the  24th,  Capt.  Perry  superintending,  with  the  cheers 
of  surrounding  thousands. 

j  The  Cumberland  frigate  was  launched  on  the  24th 
at  the  Charlestown  navy  yard. 

1  A  letter  from  Pensacola,  dateg  lUh  inst.  says,  the 
U.  S.  ship  Warren,  commander  Williamson,  would 
sail  for  Norfolk  on  that  day. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  commander  Rudd,  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Pensacola  on  the  19lh  inst.  for 
the  West  India  station,  to  relieve  the  Levant. 

North  eastern  boundary.  Gov.  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, has  summoned  his  council  to  convene  at 
Boston  immediately,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  negotiate  with  the 
British  envoy  in  connexion  with  the  commissioners 
of  Maine,  for  the  settlement  of  the  north  eastern 
boundary. 

A  NEW  state.  Under  the  head  of  "glorious 
news,"  the  Tallahassee  (Florida)  Star,  announces 
that  the  committee  appointed  by  the  state  conven- 
tion have  decided  to  issue  immediately,  writs  of  elec- 
tion for  state  officers!  Thus  organizing  at  once  a 
state  government  for  Florida,  under  the  St.  Joseph 
constitution. 

Vermont.  A  Van  Buren  convention  was  held  at 
Montpelier.  on  the  19th  instant,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  nominated  as  candidates  for  state 
officers  at  the  next  election:  For  governor,  Nathan 
Smilic,  of  Cambridge;  for  lieut.  governor,  Edward 
D.  Barber,  of  Middlebury;  for  treasurer,  Daniel 
Baldwin,  of  Montpelier. 

War  steamer.  The  English  frigate  Penelope, 
which  is  to  be  cut  in  two  and  lengthened  15  feet,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  made  a  steam  frigate,  will  it  is 
said  be  the  most  powerful  war  steamer  afloat.  She 
is  to  be  of  650  horses  power;  to  have  engine  room  for 
600  tons  of  fuel;  complete  stowage  under  hatches  for 
1,000  troops  with  four  months'  stores  and  provisions, 
exclusive  of  a  crew  of  about  450  men;  and  is  to  be 
armed  with  20  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre,  btsides 
carronadcs. 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

Tlie  Belgian  steam  ship  Briiisli  Queen  arrived  at 
New  Yorli  on  28th,  from  Southampton  on  the  6*h, 
with  London  dales  of  Way  7th,  and  Antwerp  of 
May  3d. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

No  change  in  money  or  other  markets.  At  the 
queen's  levee  on  4th  instant.  Washington  Irving 
American  minister  to  Spain  was  presented  by  I\ir. 
Everett.  | 

The  dutchess  dowager  of  Richmond,  aged  74  is 
dead;  also  sir  Charles  Bell  professor  of  surgery  at 
the  university  of  Edinburg.  The  overland  mail  from 
India  was  received  in  London  on  the  4th  inst.  No 
news  of  importance. 

Papacy.  The  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier 
writes  as  follows.     "Paris,  April  11,  1842. 

"We  are  so  struck  with  the  noi'ty  events  of  politics, 
(those  events  which  form  the  excitement  of  the  day), 
that  we  are  blind  to  many  most  important  circum- 
stances which  are  passing  around  us  and  which  pro- 
duce the  most  lasting  effect  upon  human  society. —  I 
Two  revolutions  in  opinion  are  now  preparing  in  Eu-  ■ 
rope,  which  are  among  the  most  curious  that"haTc| 
occurred  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  which  per-  | 
hjps  are  destined  to  be  the  most  important.  I  allude 
to  the  process  by  which  England  is  becoming  Catho- 
lic and  Spain  Protestant,  What  a  change;  and  yet 
it  is  rapidly  taking  place.  Espartero  and  tlie  present 
ruling  parly  in  Spain,  are  in  direct  hostility  with  the 
Roman  Ponliff.  The  property  of  the  Spanishehurch 
has  been  seized;  the  convents  have  been  abolished; 
all  appeals  to  Rome  and  all  interference  of  the  pope,  \ 
have  been  prohibited;  and  at  this  moment,  by  the  or- 
ders of  the  Ponlih',  prayers  are  offered  up  in  all  tlie 
Catholic  churches  in  Europe  for  the  safety  of  religion 
in  Spain! 

And  at  this  moment  too,  Catholicism,  under  the  j 
name  of  Pitsei/inii,  is  making  fearful  inroads  into  the  ; 
church  of  England.  It  has  invaded  the  high  places,  ; 
the  Sees  of  her  bishops  and  the  seats  of  heruniversi- 1 
ties.  It  is  spreading  rapidly,  for  proselytes  arc  al-  | 
ways  zealous  and  often  bitter.  The  new  sect  does  | 
not  yet  openly  assume  the  name  of  Catholics;  but 
its  doctrines  leave  no  doubt  as  to  its  right  to  thai  ap-  i 
peilalion.  It  advocates  auricular  confession  and  most 
of  the  i>eculiar  opinions  of  the  mother  church.  I  do 
not  criticise  these  discussions  nor  pass  judgment  upon 
them;  mine  is  the  task  only  of  the  reporter.  1  point 
them  out  as  curious  indications  in  the  march  of  mind. 
1  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  truly." 

Two  of  the  Oxford  professors  are  already  report- 
ed "to  have  embraced  popery."  G.  W.  Doane  Pro- 
testant bishop,  in  a  communication  on  May  23d,  to 
the  (J.  S.  Gazette,  Philadelphia,  is  convinced  of  its 
improbability,  of  its  absolute  impossibility.  iVIean- 
while  the  bishop  of  Worcester  has  issued  a  letter  to 
the  rural  Dean  of  Bringhani,  in  which  he  ibrbidslhe 
.public  use  of  the  term  "Puscyite,"  as  applicable  to 
those  entertaining  "Tractarian"  opinions. 
From  lk&  London  Times  of  J^Liy  7. 

The  failure  of  the  experiment  of  improving  the 
production  and  cultivation  of  cotton  in  Boiubay  was 
at  Uie  dale  of  the  Indian  journals  a  matlei  of  severe 
comment  among  the  parties  conuected  with  the 
planting  interest  and  the  favorable  progress  of  the 
attempt  in  Bengal  is  put  in  strong  contrast  with  the 
cause  alleged  to  have  produced  so  lamentable  a  re- 
fcult  as  the  resignation  of  the  Americans  who  had 
the  superintendence  of  the  improvement.  It  has  on 
a  previous  occasion  been  stated  that  the  inefficiency 
of  Ihe  controlling  power  of  Siirat  is  openly  avowed 
to  have  caused  tlie  unfortunate  result;  and  that  a  dis- 
taste in  the  party  who  possessed  it  to  an  increased 
<luty,t!iough  accompanied  with  increased  pay,  brought 
about  a  collision  between  him  and  the  Aiuericaii  ex- 
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perimenters,  which  ended  in  their  throv/ing  up  vere  he  will.  All  who  know  anything  of  Ihe  yharac- 
their  interest  with  the  intent  to  return  to  their  own  j  ter  of  the  emperor  Nicholas,  must  be  aware  that  he 
country.  ■  never  swerves  from  any  purpose  which  he  has   once 

American  credit  in  London.     The  Times  of  the  j  undertaken.     His  obstinacy  is  so  great  that  nothing 
5th  thus  speaks  as  to  the  prospect  of  the  government    can  remove  it.  [London  Sun. 

loan  finding  purchasers  in  London —  !      The  emperor  of  Russia  published  an  ukase  on  the 

The  chief  feature  of  the  United  States  loan  bill, '  2d  ult.  modifying  the  position  of  the  Russian  serfs 
as  distinguished  from  that  of  last  year,  is,  that  it  al-  '  in  respect  to  their  lords,  which  created  so  much  dis- 
lows  a  rate  below  par.  This  concession  is  a  most  satisfaction  among  the  nobility,  that  the  grand  mas- 
imporlant  one;  and,  indeed,  would  never  have  been  ter  of  the  police  of  St.  Petersburgh  found  itnecessa- 
made  had  it  not  been  felt  that  the  money  markets  ry  to  publish  an  ordnance  on  the  following  day,  an- 
were  in  a  most  desperate  condition  as  far  as  the  ne- !  nulling  in  reality  all  that  had  been  commanded  by  the 
gotiation  of  a  loan  is  concerned.  On  the  spot  the  :  preceding  ukase, 
easiness  of  money  in  England  seems  to  have  been  re- ]  BELGIUM. 

garded  with  some  eagerness,  as  if  that  afforded  a;  The  Brussels  Pi-MtirscMr  of  May  3,  says  that  on  the 
chance  of  a  portion  of  the  loan  being  taken  here.  ■  2<)lh  April  there  was  a  sort  of  military  insurrection 
This  hope  is  a  most  forlorn  one,  and  the  people  of  the  i  at  Dinant.  Certain  soldiers  assigned  to  drill,  refused 
United  States  may  be  fully  persuaded  that  there  is  a  i  to  go  on  with  their  exercise,  and  threw  down  their 
certain  class  of  securities  to  which  no  abundance  of;  muskets;  and  when  one  was  arrested,  the  others  res- 
money,  however  great,  can  give  value;  and  that  in  ■  cued  him  by  force.  The  garrison  was  called  out  to 
this  class  theirown  securities  stand  pre-eminent.  As, !  quell  the  tumult,  but  before  the  troops  reached  the 
however,  the  hope  might  be  followed  by  an  offer,  it  |  spot  order  had  been  restored  by  the  exertions  of 
will  be  as  well  for  the  London  capitalists  to  be  on  !  an  officer.  Several  were  arrested  and  the  others dis- 
their  guard,  and  to  remember  the  specimens  they  have  \  armed. 

already   had   of   American   securities.      The    only  1  ALGIERS, 

chance,  then  of  money  being  obtained  by  the  federal !  The  same  paper  gives  favorable  intelligence  from 
government  is  from  the  United  States  money  mar- !  Algiers,  The  powerful  tribe  of  the  Har.hem  had 
kcts,  and  the  condition  of  them  is  most  completely  j  submitted,  including  the  family  of  .Abdel  Kader,  who 
illustrated  by  the  circumstance  recorded  in  one  of  j  is  a  native  of  this  tribe.  His  uncle  had  been  taken 
the  papers,  that  when  only  5,000,000  of  the  loan  prisoner,  treated  with  marked  kindness  and  dislinc- 
previously  authorised  was  taken,  an  immense  pres-  i  tion.  and  had  engaged  to  exert  his  powerful  influence 
sure  was  occasioned.  The  probability  is  therefore, ;  with  all  the  tribes  for  a  permanent  cessation  of  hos- 
that  in   such  a  condition  of  things,   the    fullest  ad- i  tilities. 

vantage  will  be  taken   of  the  premium  to  purchase,  j  SOUTH    AFRICA, 

below  par,  and  that  a  sum  will  be  rea'ized  which'  By  the  ottention  of  Isaac  Chase,  esq.  U.  S.  con- 
will  fail  far  short  of  the  expectations  of  the  govern- '  sul  at  Cape  Town,  v/e  have  files  of  the  Shipping 
nient.  j  List  and  De  Waare  Afrikaan  to  Feb.  22d.  The  wea- 

FRANCE.  thcr  is  described  as  extremely  propitious.     Copious 

The    Marshals    of    France.      Tbe   Commerce  \  rains  had  fallen,  and  the  pasturage  vi'as  springing  up 
says,  "The  deaths  of  Marshals  Moncev  and  Clauzel :  with  its  usual  rapidity. 

reduce  the  number  of  officers  of  this 'high  rank  to  J  The  South  African  Commercial  Advertiser  of 
seven,  namely,  Soult,  aged  72,  Ondinot  74,  Molitor  :  Feb.  12th,  says:  "Troops  are  now  on  their  way  to 
74,  Grouchy  76,  Gerard  70,  Valee  6J,  Sebastiani  6S.  !  take  military  possession  of  Port  Natal  under  capt. 
According  to  the  new  law  regulating  the  stalf  of  the  \  Smith. 

army,  the  number  of  marshals  is  henceforth,  in  time  '  Settlement  at  Lord  Howe's  island.  "Notice 
of  peace  to  be  limited  to  six.  !  is  hereby  given,  that  a  station  and  store  is  formed  at 

EMANC1P.4TI0N  IN  THE  FRENCH  CoLONiES.  The '  L'"''!  Hope's  island,  (situated  in  lat.  31  30  S.  and 
Paris  Moniteur  publishes  a  return  of  the  negroes  >ong.  158  E.,,  where  whaling  and  o  her  vessels  can 
emancipated  in  the  French  Colonies  from  the  close  '"'  P™j;'J«d  /""h  '"«  ^t^'^'^"'  '^j'^' Pf  t°.'l^ 
of  1830  until  1C42,  from  which  it  results  that  their ,  yfpl_a_bl«s_._5_';;Pf;.  ^^^  ?l„TiZL  i.TL 
number  was — 

In  Martinique, 

In  Gaudaloupe, 


Ves- 


In  French  Guiana 
In  Bourbon, 


seis  approaching  the  island,  can  be  communicated 
with  by  a  boat,  which  is  kept  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying supplies.  N.  B.  The  settlement  is  on  the 
W.  S.  W.  side  of  the  island." 

CANADA, 
A  memorial  from  the  Quebec  board  of  trade  to 
Total,  33,517  !  Lord  Slanly  the   colonial   minister  published  in  the 

B\NK  OF  France',  The  "Moniteur"  publishes  the  Quebec  Gazette  of  Ihe  11th  instant,  states  the  whole 
account  of  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  France  dur-' amount  of  imports  into  the  Canadas  for  the  year 
ing  the  first  three  months  of  1842.  On  the  25lh  of  ending  December  1st,  1841,  to  have  been  .£2,036  32a. 
March  there  were  211  909, 148f.  in  specie  deposited  !  The  67th  regiment  have  left  Niagara  for  Mon- 
III  its  vaults.  The  commercial  bills  discounted '  trcal.  The  first  royal  Canadian  rifles  take  their 
amounted  to   152,559, 492f.;  the   advances  on   ingoU  '  place. 

and  money,  to  3, 023,61J0f;  the  advances  on  public  se-;  CHINA. 

curities  to  10,662,071.;  the  current  accounts,  deb-i  The  latest  intelligence  is  to  the  14th  of  February 
tors,  to'l0,146,188f.;  the  capital  of  the  branch  banks, ;  from  Macao.  The  Chinese  government  having  gar- 
to20  00U00U;  the  reserve  to  10,000  000f.;the  lodge-' risoned  the  cities  and  forts  of  Yuyao,  Tsikee  and 
ments  in  public  securities  to  50,187 ,018f;  the  holcl ;  Funghwa,  which  are  situate  40,  20  and  30  miles  from 
and  furniture  of  the  bank,  to  4,000,000f.;  and  various  ;  Ningpo,  with  a  view  of  awing  all  those  who  had  sub- 
debts  and  other  objects,  to  362,620f ;  making  the  as-  :  milted  to  the  British,  a  force  consisting  of  3  steamers 
sets  of  the  bank  amount  in  all  to  478,550,140f.  The  ]  with  about  700  men,  was  despatched  against  them, 
bank  notes  in  circulation  at  the  same  period,  exclu-  ,  They  were  soon  occupied;  the  only  opposition  being 
sive  of  those  issued  by  the  branch  banks,  represented  .  an  attempt  at  one  place  on  the  part  of  the- Tartars '.9 
a  sum  of  22S,180,.500;  and  the  bills  to  order,  1,102,-  '  defend  the  town  from  without  the  walls;  but  although 
9631'.  The  discounts,  advances  and  loans  on  conir  they  opened  fire,  the  Tartars  fled  as  soon  as  attacked; 
mercial  hiils  during  the  three  montiis  amounted  to  they  were  pursued,  and  lost  about  150  men.  The 
229  120  UOOf.;  on  ingots  and  money  to  7,335,600f.;  on  '  snow  which  covered  the  country  saved  the  others,  as 
public  securities,  to  10,006,9001'.;  on  mint  bonds,  to  !  their  pursuers  did  not  know  the  safe  paths.  The  am- 
863  700f  ■  in  all  to  247,326,6U0f,  munition,  arms,  clothing  and  other  war  stores,  were 

'  RUSSIA.  I  destroyed,  and  the  public  gi-anaries  surrendered   to 

The  emperor  of  Russia  is  engaged  in  a  contest  j  the  populace.  The  expedition  returned  to  Ningpo 
with  his  nobles  about  the  emancipation  of  the  serfs;  on  the  12th  of  January.  ,    ,        -  .,  , 

throughout  his  dominions.  His  imperial  majesty  is  j  Hang-chow-foo  is  the  chief  city  of  the  populous 
opposed  to  serfage,  and  since  his  accession  has  done  province  of  Che-lveang,  and  was  it  is  s^'d,  about  to 
all  in  his  power  to  give  freedom  to  the  most  oppres- '  be  occupied  during  FeDruary.     It  had  a  garrison  of 


..ed  and  most  deserving  class  of  his  subjects.     The    10,000   ra 
nobles,  however,  who  arc  the  owners  of  the  serfs, 
and  who  regard  them  in  the  light  of  property,  are  so 
opposed  to  the  measure  that  a  revolution  may  be  ex 


.-_ The  division  of  the  English 

Jm  into'  detachments  at  Hongkong,  Amoy,  Chu- 

n  Chihae  and  Ningpo,  was  likely   to    prevent  a^. 

immediate  attack,  but  on  the  arrival  of  the  expected 


opnosed  to  ine  measure  inai  a  revomuoii  may  uc  c.-w-    ii,i,.,s,......w^  — -— -,  —  ---.  r-„o.ian<4     iheeam. 

pected,  should  the  emperor  persevere.     Now,  perse-   reinforcements   from  India  and  England,  the  cam- 
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?ince  of  Pekin,  which  being  by  the  constitution  of 
the  Chinese  empire,  placed  under  the  immediate  go- 
vernment of  his  celestial  majesty,  any  attack  on  it 
would  obliie  the  emperor  in  person  to  examine  the 
causes  of  tlie  war,  and  to  come  to  a  speedy  decision. 

Having  issued  a  circular  to  her  Britannic  majesty's 
suhiects  announcing  the  capture  of  those  three  cities, 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger  sailed  for  Hong  Kong;  where  he 
arrived  on  the  1st  of  February.  He  immediately  put 
a  stop  to  the  wretched  system  of  seizing  the  Chinese 
commercial  junks.  Trade  was  carried  on  success- 
fully with  the  southern  ports,  and  opium  was  selling 
freely  along  the  coast,  for  the  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment to  control  the  use  of  that  narcotic  appear  now 
to  be  in  a  great  measure  paralyzed.  The  sale  of  this 
article  is  such,  and  the  prices  so  remunerating,  that 
it  has  been  proposed  to  station  vessels  in  dilierent 
places  to  serves  as  depots  for  the  cargoes.  The  pro- 
fits arc  such  as  will  enable  the  lion,  company  to  de- 
fray at  least  one  half  of  the  expenses  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  China. 

In  the  meantime  the  mandarins  at  Canton  and  their 
Dutch  engineers  are  busy  in  electing  fortifications 
along  the  banks  of  their  river;  they  have  already 
erected  twelve  stone  or  earth  ballcries  along  the  Ma- 
cao passage  and  the  Salt  Junk  river,  in  which  they 
have  placed  nearly  400  guns  oflarge  calibre.  As  the 
export  trade  from  Canton  continued,  sir  Henry  Pot- 
tin"-er  had  decided,  while  trade  is  allowed,  and  the 
river  below  Whampoa  is  left  unobstructed,  upon  not 
attacking  that  place  again,  for,  as  he  declared  to 
some  mandarins,  who  came  commissioned,  as  they 
said  by  their  celestial  monarch  to  treat  Willi  the 
British  plenipotentiary,  "I  will  not  now  enter  into 
treaty:  1  will  negotiate  with  the  emperor  personally 
at  Pekin."  •      j  n-       . 

Reinforcements  are  now  preparing  in  dilierent 
places  The  2d  and  -list  Madras  native  infantry 
embarked  on  the  13th  of  March  from  Madras,  and 
the  14th,  which  was  at  Moulmein,  and  the  39lh  Mad- 
ras native  infantry,  which  was  at  Penang,  have,  as  it 
is  asserted,  received  orders  to  get  ready  for  proceed- 
Jnato  join  the  China  expedition. 

It  la  reported  that  Chusan,  Amoy  and  Hong  Kong, 
are  to  be  free  ports;  buildings  of  various  kinds  are 
springing  up  fast  in  the.  last  named. 

AFFGHANIST.1N.  The  intelligence  from  this  seat 
of  war  consists  chiefly  of  details  concerning  events 
previously  known  in  general  terms,  and  of  corrections 
or  denials  of  former  accounts.  The  disasters  appear 
now  to  be  ascribed  more  to  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  the  Anglo  Indian  forces  llian  to  the  prowess  ol  the 
Afr"lians,  or  even  to  the  difficulties  of  the  country 

and'the  season,  ,    .    ,  „  ,  v,  j        .    .u 

Sir  Robert  Sale  was  safe  in  Jellalabad  up  to  the 
4th  of  March;  he  had  secured  provisions  for  himself 
and  his  troops,  and  was  determined  to  resist  to  the 
last  An  earthquake  on  tlie  19tli  of  February  had 
done  great  damage  to  the  fortification  and  buildings 
of  the  town,  but  the  resolution  ol  the  general  and  his 
troops  had  not  onlv  repaired  the  damage,  but  routed 
a  party  of  Affghans  under  Akiibar  Khan,  who  endea- 
vored to  profit  of  the  occasion,  and  to  attack  the  Bri- 

The  troops  sent  to  the  relief  of  Jellalabad  have 
met  with  various  discouragements.  The  want  of 
cannon  caused  the  failure  of  Colonel's  AVilde's  move- 
ment into  the  Khjber  Pass.  Great  sickness,  but 
luckily  no  heavy  mortality,  attacked  those  that  arriv- 
ed near  Peshawur  before  General  Pollock.  The  at- 
tempt made  to  buy  over  the  Khybersdidnot  succeed, 
aUhou"h  a  quarrel  had  taken  place  between  two  of 
their  tribes  about  tlie  spoil  they  had   previously  ac- 

"^''on  the  25th  of  February  Gen.  Pollock  issued  an 
order  to  prepare  for  a  march  into  the  Khyber  pass, 
in  order  to  relieve  Jellalabad.  It  has,  as  it  appears, 
been  since  found,  that  as  Jellalabad  was  not  ui  im- 
mediate danger,  it  would  behest  to  await  the  arrival 
of  the  3d  dragoons  before  the  attempt  should  be 
made  on  the  Khyber  pass.  The  Hindoo  soldiers,  in- 
dependent of  their  dislike  to  cross  the  Indus,  enter- 
tain a  strong  aversion  to  the  barbarity  and  treachery 
of  the  Alfghans. 

The  brigade  from  Ferozepore,  under  the  com- 
mai.d  of  brigadier  White,  was  ou  the  banks  of  the 
Clienaub  on  the  9th  of  March,  and  expected  to 
cross  the  Jeelum  on  the  l:ith  or  13th,  and  would, 
therefore,  reach  I'eshawar  in  the  beginning  of 
April.  The  force  under  Gen.  Pollock  would  then 
be  rtjspectable,  utid  fully  capable  of  efTectiiig  the 
passage.  The  Seiks  continue  to  afford  the  British 
Iruops  eveiy  I'acility  in  passing  through  their  territo- 
ria».  and  it  i»  even  said  Uiat  a  strong  body  is  ready  to 


wants. 

Another  proof  of  the  weakness  of  the  Aftghan 
leaders  is,  that  Col.  Palmer  has  been  able,  with  his 
small  and  feeble  detachment,  to  maintain  himself  in 
Ghuznee  during  four  months,  from  the  beginning  of 
November. 

The  last  intelligence  from  Candahar  is  to  the  lOth 
of  IMarch.  All  was  safe  there.  There  was  a  large 
body  of  Affghans  within  twenty  miles  of  that  city; 
hut  their  leader.  Suffer  Jung,  a  son  of  Shah  Shooja, 
appeared  to  dread  a  rencontre  with  the  British 
troops.  There  were  upward  of  7,000  .troops  in 
Candahar,  and  a  reinforcement  of  2,500,  with  mo- 
ney and  ammunition,  has  been  sent  to  Gen.  Nott  from 
Siikkur.  Khelatv  Ghilzie  was,  wilh  its  garrison  of 
1,000  men,  also  safe,  allhough  it  is  eighty  miles  from 
Candahar. 

The  decision  of  Lord  Ellenborough  being  now 
taken  to  uphold  the  reputation  of  the  British  troops 
in  Affghanislan,  one  may  hope  that  in  a  short  time 
the  relief  of  Jellalabad  will  open  the  campaign  with 
a  brilliant  exploit. 

In  Khelat  and  Scinde  apparent  tranquillity  pre- 
vails. The  rumor  of  the  seizure  of  an  iron  steamer 
n  the  Indus  has  not  been  confirmed. 

From  the  London  Swii,  JV/aj/  5. 

We  have  perused  all  the  accounts  which  have  yet 
come  to  hand  with  attention,  and  it  affords  us  plea- 
sure to  repeat  their  being  more  favoralile  than,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  we  were  warranted  in  ex- 
pecting. The  Caubul  massacre  was  not  quite  so  con- 
clusive as  Dr.  Brydcn  reported  it.  There  is  no  lon- 
ger a  doubt  that  many  oflicers  and  men  escaped  who 
were  supposed  to  have  fallen,  and  such  as  were  made 
prisoners  by  the  AHghans  were  kindly  and  humanely 
treated.  We  have  little  doubt  that  hundreds  will  be 
found  to  have  escaped  who  are  now  numbered  with 
the  dead.  As  we  suspected  from  the  first,  the  real 
traitor  was  the  Shah  Soojah,  who  was  jealous  of  Bri- 
tish influence,  and  who  plotted  their  utter  destruc- 
tion. Tne  discovery  of  the  Shah's  treachery  was 
made  in  a  singular  manner. 

WEST  INDIES 
Earthquake   at   St.   Domingo.     An  earthquake 


who  had  escaped  the  earthquake.  The  towns  of  St. 
Nicholns  and  Port  Pais,  are  also  said  to-be  destroy- 
ed. Other  parts  ol  the  island  had  not  been  heard 
from  when  Capt.  Morris  left;  but  it  is  conjectured 
that  all  Hie  toions  of  the  norlh  nrm  mash  of  ruins. 
MEXICO. 

Vera  Cruz  dates  of  May  10th,  and  Mexico  of  the 
5th  arrived  at  N.  Orleans  on  the  20th  by  the  U.  S. 
Revenue  Cutter,  Woodbury.  She  brought  as  pas- 
sengers Mr.  Ellis,  late  minister  to  Mexico,  and  the 
following  American  citizens  who  were  attached  to 
the  Santa  Fe  expedition,  and  who  have  recently  re- 
covered their  liberty:  David  Snively,  T.  A.  Sully, 
J.  B.  Houghfaling,  T.  S.  Torrey,  J.  C.  Howard,  H. 
R.  Buchanan,  and  Geo.  Wilkins  Kendall,  liberated 
on  the  night  of  the  aistof  April,  the  day  on  which 
Mr.  Ellis  took  his  final  leave  of  Santa  Anna,  and  S. 
B.  Sheldon,  A.  Adams  and  John  Tompkins,  liberat- 
ed on  the  27th  April  through  the  intervention  of 
Gen.  Thompson,  the  new  minister. 

By  the  same  vessel  also  came  passengers  Jno. 
Winslow  Weed,  esq.  of  New  York,  who  has  been 
travelling  for  some  two  years  in  South  America  and 
Mexico,  J.  K.  Bolton,  T.  B.  Cooledge,  Franklin  Pe- 
rin,  and  J.  W.  Harper,  esqs.  all  American  citizens; 
and  also  Thompson  Robinson,  F.  Stokes,  Peter  Gal- 
lagher and  J.  E.  Jone^,  English  subjects  attached  to 
the  Santa  Fe  expedition  and  politely  tendered  a  pas- 
sage to  the  United  States  by  Gen.  Thompson. 

The  Woodbury  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  12lh  inst.  At  that  time  the  vomilo  or 
yellow  fever  was  raging  with  considerable  violence, 
although  somewhat  abated  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  northerly  winds. 

On  the  evening  the  Woodbury  sailed,  a  conducta 
arrived  from  Mexico  with  $900,000  principally  for 
Europe.  The  Woodbury  sailed  in  company  with 
the  Spanish  fregala  Isabella  Segunda,  bound  for 
Havana. 

•  The  journals  are  as  usual  barren  of  interest. 
They  are  filled  with  discussions  relative  to  the  form 
of  government  suitable  to  Mexico.  The  adverse 
result  of  the  popular  elections  to  the  faction  of  San- 
ta Anna,  has  renewed  the  question  of  returning  to 
the  confederation  of  1324.  In  the  interim  the  sub- 
stantial power  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  ruler. 
The  people  command  the  ballot-box,  while  a  milita- 
ry despotism  overawes  and  controls  them. 

The  disturbances  with  the  Indians  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Sonora,  appear  to  have  in  a  great  measure 
subsided.     Fourteen  chiefs  arrived  in  Mexico  from 


which  has  been  destructive  <^  life  and  p^perVy  in  -°  ^^  h,^' j^^Tgd  in^^^nCwJ^a^  off^r^^f  twe. 
St  Dommgo,  ook  place  at  a  P.  M.  on  the  7tli  inst.  "Y,'  j  „g„  ^^  the  disposal  of  the  government. 
The  New  York  Express  has  papers,  from  which  the   ')'"""■.."' ,„„  ,„„„.,r„r  v„.,   Trf,,   h^s  ™,S- 


Exprcss  has  pape 
following  particulars  are  obtained: 

The  approach  of  the  earthquake  was  indicated  in 
Port  au  Prince  by  great  heat,  and  heavy  clouds  that 
covered  the  neighboring  hills, and  followed  the  direc- 
tion of  the  soutlr.vest  to  the  northeast. 

The  vessels  at  anchor,  some  of  the  sailors  report, 
experienced  the  shock  before  they  saw  the  houses 
agitated,  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  shock 
came  froni  the  west. 

There  were  two  shocks  at  Port  au  Prince  very  dis- 
tinctly felt,  the  first  not  so  long  as  the  second,  which 
last  endured  about  three  minutes.  Every  person 
strove  to  get  out  of  the  houses,  and  the  streets  were 
filled  with  the  att'righted  population. 

On  llie  night  of  the  7tli,  and  also  on  the  8th,  9th 
and  loth,  the  shocks  were  repeated. 

Saint  Marc.  A  letter  from  this  town  says  that  the 
earthquake  was  felt  there  with  violence.  Mjny 
houses  were  seriously  damaged,  and  some  destroyed, 
but  no  loss  of  life  is  mentioned. 

At  Connives  the  shocks  were  yet  more  serious. 
The  greater  pari  of  the  houses  were  overthrown.  A 
fire  broke  out  at  the  same  time,  and    there  was  not  a 


drop  of  water  in   town.     All    the  houses  that  were  1  happy  to  see  announced 


The  commander-general  of  Vera  Cruz  has  pub- 
lished the  new  tax  law.  It  is  extremely  long,  and 
extends  to  almost  every  article  of  commerce,  to 
professions  and  trades,  to  all  persons  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  fixed  emoluments,  &c.  The  tax  is  to  be 
levied  quarterly. 

The  late  New  Orleans  papers  contain  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Ellis,  our  late  minister  at  Mexico,  on  taking 
leave  of  president  Santa  Anna  on  April  21st,  to- 
gether with  Gen.  Thompson's  introductory  address, 
and  the  replies  of  Santa  Anna  to  both.  It  appears 
that  the  American  citizens  recently  liberated  from 
captivity  in  Mexico  were  assured  of  their  freedom 
before  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Thompson.  It  is  due  to 
Mr.  Ellis  and  his  legation,  that  this  fact  should  be 
known.  The  late  minister  no  doubt  exerted  himself 
in  every  proper  manner  to  ellecl  the  liberation  of 
his  countrymen;  and  the  elforts  of  the  secretary  of 
legation,  Brantz  Mayer,esq.  are  known  to  have  been 
earnest  and  unremitting.  Mr.  Mayer's  zealous  and 
warm  hearted  solicitude  in  this  matter  was  alluded 
to  in  emphatic  terms  not  long  since  by  Mr.  Kendall, 
of  New    Orleans,  whose   safe   arrival  home  we  aro 


not  ournt  sufiered  from  the  eorfhquake.     It 

the  streets   that  the  writer  of  the  letter  giving  this 

account  was  inditing    it.     The  church,   the   prison, 

the  palais  national,  the  treasury  and  the  arsenal -were 

all  destroyed.     This  letter  concludes  at  8  A.  M.  by 

s.iyiiig:— 

"It  is  only  half  an  hour  since  that  we  felt  a  very 
great  coimuotiun.  At  present,  we  are  ignorant  of 
the  number  of  persons  killed  or  wounded.  All  the 
prisoners  who  arc  not  buried  in  the  ruins,  are  escap- 
ed. God  grant  that  Port  au  Prince  may  not  have 
experienced  such  a  disaster." 

Cafb  PIavtib.m.  The  town  rf  Capt  Ilaxjiien  has  en- 
lirelij  Uimjtpearedy  and  loitft  it  two'thirds  of  the  popula- 
Hon.  The  families  that  could  escape  are  fled  to  Fos- 
sette,  where  they  were  w^ithout  an  asylum,  clothing 
or  provisions. 

In  addition  to  the  above  disastrous  intelligence  from 
the  Cape,  a  courier  arrived  from  the  city  a  few  hours 
preiious  to  the  departure  of  Capt.  Morris,  who  stat- 
ed that  a  fire  broke  out  after  the  earthquake,  which 
on  Monday  the  ilth,  destroyed  tlie  powder  magazine, 
and  witli  It  the  luiserablo  remnant  uf  the  inhabituQts 


Mr.  £11 

says: 


,  in  concluding  his  brief  farewell  speech, 


1  offer  to  your  excellency,  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  release  of  Mr.  Houghlaiing,  and  still  hope  that 
your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  perinil-lhe 
other  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  I  named  in  our 
interview  on  the  14lh,  to  accompany  me  on  my  re- 
turn home.  .  . 

The  reply  of  Santa  Anna  to  this  portion  of  the 
minister's  address  gives  us  the  knowledge  of  the  in- 
terposition of  a  distinguished  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales  in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  named  above. 
The  president  says:  ,    ,      „ 

Anxious  to  oblige  an  illustrious  citizen  of  the  U. 
Slates,  iVlartin  Van  Buren,  who,  through  you,  com- 
municated his  prayer  for  the  liberation  of  Mr. 
Houghtaling,  1  concede  it  wilh  great  pleasure,  more 
especially  a's  1  wish  to  give  a  solemn  and  public  tes- 
timonial of  the  esteem  you  have  gained  by  a  con- 
duct alike  wise,  prudent  and  noble.  I  promise  you 
then,  that  you  shall  return  to  your  country  with  the 
six  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  not  yet 
obtained   the   benolit  of   liberty.     I    hope,  sir,  your 
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government  will  duly  estimate  my  sentiments,  and 
the  conduct  on  your  part,  that  has  merited  the  friend- 
ship and  esteem  nl'  tlie  Mexican  nation. 

The  lady  of  Gen.  Santa  Ana  had  been  seriously 
ill,  and  ^reat  fears  were  entertained  for  her  recove- 
ry; but  at  the  latest  accounts  she  was  convalescent 
and  rapidly  recovering.  She  is  represented  as  an 
estimable  woman,  and  warmly  in  favor  of  the  re- 
lease of  all  the  Te.\ian  prisoners. 

There  was  a  report  at  Jalapa  when  we  left  there 
on  "the  10th  instant,  that  a  celebrated  captain  of  rob- 
bers, With  four  of  his  men.  had  been  captured,  and 
were  to  be  shot  immediately.  The  stage  which  pre- 
ceded us  from  Mexico,  and  the  one  which  followed 
two  days  after,  were  robbed  by  the  banditti;  but  the 
rascals,  probably  aware  that  our  parly  was  strong 
and  well  armed,  allowed  us  to  pass  without  levying 
.  the  accustomed  lax. 

Congress  is  to  convene  on  June  1st  and  is  said  to  be 
composed  of  a  majority  of  liberals  opposed  to  Santa 
Anna.  His  chief  military  opponents  are  General 
Paredes,  commander  at  and  about  Guadalajara,  Ge- 
neral Corlazan  at  Guanajuata,and  General  Pedraza 
a  liberal  of  much  influence. 

Nothing  is  said  in  Mexico  of  an  expedition  to  eith- 
er Texas  or  Yucatan.  On  the  contrary,  Santa  Anna 
is  concentrating  as  many  troops  as  possible  in  the 
more  immediate  vicinity  of  the  capital,  with  the  un- 
doubted nUention  of  fortifying  himself  more  strongly 
at  home. 

On  leaving  Mexico,  Judge  Ellis  ordered  the  sale  of 
his  library,  table  service  and  furniture  generally — 
the  proceeds  of  which  were  liberally  given  to  miti- 
gate the  sufferings  of  the  Texan  prisoners.  He  had 
previously  given  them  upwards  of  §1,000. 

General  Thompson  is  also  doing  everything  in  his 
power,  and  consistent  with  his  position,  to  aid  the 
Texans  and  alleviate  their  imprisonment. 

On  the  night  of  April  '37,  a  Mr.  Egerton  a  land- 
scape painter  of  great  talents,  together  with  a  wo- 
man who  lived  with  him  as  a  wife,  both  English, 
were  assassinated  at  Tacubaya.  Tacubaya  is  a 
small  village  sonie  three  miles  from  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico, and  is  a  place  where  many  families  of  distinction 
reside,  especially  in  summer.  The  palace  of  the 
archbishop  is  also  in  Tacubaya,  as  well  as  the  sum- 
mer palace  of  Santa  Anna. 

Mr.  Dorsey  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  Wash- 
ington passed  through  Jalapa  on  the  9lh. 

The  official  paper  of  Mexico  that  contained  the 
decree  for  the  election  of  the  congress  recently  elec- 
ted (one  delegate  for  every  70,00ii  souls),  contained 
the  following  census  of  the  nation,  prepared  by  its 
National  Institute  of  Geography  and  statistics: 
Departments.  Popidation. 

Mexico,         -  -  -  1,389,520 

Jalisco,  ...  679,111 

Puebia,         -  -  -  661,902 

Yucatan,       -  -  .  580,943 

Guanaxuato,  -  -  513,606 

Oajaca,        ...  600,278 

Michoacan,  -  -  479,906 

San  Luis  Potosi,      -  -  321,840 

Zecatecas,  -  -  273,575 

Veracruz,     •  .  -  254,330 

Durango,      -  -  -  163,618 

Chihuahua,  -  -  147,600 

Sinatos,        ...  147,000 

Chiapas,       -  -  -  141,206 

Soiiora,        -  -  -  J24,0U0 

Queretaro,  -  -  120,560 

"'     NuevoLeon,  -  -  101,108 

'"■■  Tamaulipas,  -  -  100.063 

■'■'      Coahuila,      ...  75,340 

Aquascalientes,         -  -  69,693 

Tabasco,       -  -  t  63,580 

Neuvo  Mexico,        -  r  57,026 

Californias,  -  -  33,439 

Tejas,  -  -  -  27,300 


7,044,140 
The  labors  of  this  congress  are  confined  to  the  sin- 
gle business  of  framing  a  constitution. 


NATIOVAI.    APFAIKS. 


THE  ARMY. 
'  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of  the 
•United  States,  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
"vice  and  cmsent  of  the  senate. 

Corps  of  topographical  engineers.  First  lieiitepant 
Thomas  B.  Lmnard,  to  be  captain,  31st  March,  iS42, 
vice  Guion,  resigned. 

Seconil  lieutenant,  J,  C.  WoodrufT,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
31st  March,  1842,  vice  Linnapd,  pfomoted, 

Ordnance  tlfparliiunt.  Captain  Jolin  Symington^  to 
bp  major,  37tb  March,  184"2,  vice  Lomax,  deceased. 


First  lieutenant  R.  H  K.  Whiteley,  to  be  captain, 
27lh  March,  1843,  vice  Symington,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  R.  A.  Wainwright,  to  be  1st 
licut.  27th  March,  1S42,  vice  Whiteley,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  McNutt,  to  bo  second  licut. 
27th  March,  1842,  vice  Wainwright,  promoted. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons.  First  lieut.  B.  A.  Ter- 
rett,  to  be  captain  21st  February,  1842,  vice  Simon- 
ton,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  R.  H.  Chilton,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
21st  February,  1842. vice  Terrett  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  Love,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
21st  February,  1842,  vice  Chilton,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Abram  Buford,  to  be  2d  lieut.  12th 
April,  1842,  vice  Wicklifli;,  struck  from  the  rolls. 

.Appointments.  G' orge  Meade,  late  of  the  army, 
to  be  2d  lieu  enant  in  the  corps  of  topographical  engi- 
neers, 19lh  May,  1841. 

Nathan  Towson,  paymaster  general,  re-appointed. 

David  S.  Townsend,  paymaster,  re-appointed. 

Timothy  P.  Andrews,  paymaster,  re-appointed. 

OFFICL'VL. 

GEKER.\L    ORDEKS,  NO.  28. 

fVar  department,  adjtilant  generaVs  office, 

It'iisliingtmi,  May  26,  1842. 

The  following  instructions  have  been  received 
through  the  department  of  war,  and  are  published  by 
the  General-in-Chief  for  the  government  of  all  con- 
cerned; 

If'iiv  department,  May  20,  1842. 

With  a  view  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
their  efficiency,  the  number  of  horses  to  be  hereaf- 
ter allowed  for  each  troop  or  company  is  fixed  at 
forty  for  the  enlisted  men  of  each  troop,  besides 
those  required  for  musicians  and  farriers  and  for  the 
non-commissioned  staff. 

Wherever  several  troops  are  serving  W'ithin  dis- 
tances convenient  for  the  purpose,  the  surplus  horses 
beyond  the  number  herein  pre.<;cribed,  in  any  .troop, 
are  to  be  transferred  to  any  other  troop  that  may  be 
deficient. 

Any  other  surplus  horses,  that  cannot  be  thus 
transferred,  wherever  situated,  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  quartermaster's  department  as  soon  as  ciroum- 
stances  will  permit. 

No  commissioned  officer  will  be  allowed  to  retain 
a  public  horse  or  appropi'iate  one  to  his  own  use,  ex- 
cept for  the  transportatiun  of  his  necessary  baggage 
on  marches,  when  horses  will  be  assigned  by  the 
quartermaster,  if  no  other  means  of  transportation 
are  furnished. 

The  surplus  horses  will  be  sold  on  the  spot,  or  at 
convenient  markets,  as  may  be  most  advantageous  to 
the  United  States. 

Should  any  of  the  troops  of  the  second  regiment 
of  dragoons,  now  in  Florida,  be  ordered  to  the  west, 
the  commander  of  the  army  in  that  territory  will 
give  directions  that  their  surplus  number  be  turned 
over  to  the  quartermaster's  department  for  sale  at 
such  place  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

The  enlisted  men  who  may  be  dismounted  in  con- 
sequence of  these  instructions  will  serve  as  infantry, 
light  infantry,  or  riflemen,  and  will  also  be  duly  ex- 
ercised as  mounted  dragoons,  so  as  to  be  ready  at 
any  time  to  resume  their  places  in  the  ranks  as  ca- 
valry. 

The  horse  equipments  which  may  be  rendered  un- 
necessary by  the  reduction  herein  directed,  will  be 
carefully  marked  and  stored  by  troops  at  conveni- 
ent depots,  to  be  called  into  use  as  may  be  needed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  troops  or  their  regiments. 

Requisitions  for  new  horse  equipments  and  for  the 
future  purchase  of  horses  will  be  made  on  the  basis 
of  the  number  of  horses  fixed   by  these  instructions. 

The  cavalry  .schools  of  instruction  at  West  Point 
and  at  Carlisle,  are  not  to  be  aHt;cted  by  this  regula- 
tion. J,  C.  SPENCER. 

The  colonel*  of  the  first  and  second  dragoons,  as  al- 
so the  commanders  of  detachments  of  the  same  remote 
from  regimental  head  quarters,  will  make  special 
reports,  through  the  adjutant  general,  on  the  execu- 
tion of  the  foregoing  instructiong. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott, 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

GE,S'En.\L    OBDEB,  NO.  29. 

War  department,  adjut.  gen's,  office,  J\Jay  28,  1842. 

The  following  regulation  is  published  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  army. 

War  department,  May  23,  1842. 

Numerous  applications  lor  additional  rations  hav- 
ing been  made,  the  attention  of  the  department  has 
for  some  time  been  called  to  the  subject,  and  it  has 
received  the  most  careful  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion. The  interest  of  the  country  and  the  welfare  of 
the  Efiryice  alike  require  that  the  system,  which  has_ 
so  long  prevsiUd,  of  extendihc;  ti}e  allowance  of 


double  rations  from  one  case  to  another,  instead  of 
recurring  to  the  original  intent  of  the  law,  should 
cease.  So  far  as  that  intent  can  be  ascertained  from 
the  nature  of  the  provision  and  the  terms  of  the  law 
it  is  the  design  of  tlie  department  strictly  to  adhere 
to  it.  This  is  rendered  the  more  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  precedents  having  become  anoma- 
lous, and  apparently  conflicting.  The  equitable  prin- 
ciple of  putting  on  the  same  footing  all  officers  who 
may  appear  to  render  similar  services,  or  who  are 
equally  meritorious,  where  a  rigid  administration  of 
the  law  may  produce  an  inequolity  between  them,  Is 
one  that  addresses  itself  rather  to  the  legislature  than 
to  the  executive. 

Upon  recurring  to  the  authority  for  granting  addi- 
tional rations,  it  is  found  that  there  are  but  two  laws 
bearing  upon  the  subject.  The  act  of  March  16, 
1802,  authorised  the  allowance  "to  the  commanding 
officers  of  each  separate  post,"  and  has  never  been 
modified,  except  by  the  act  of  April  24, 1816,  which 
recognised  and  adopted  the  regulations  in  force  prior 
to  the  reduction  of  the  army.  By  various  regulations, 
previous  to  the  passage  of  that  act,  the  allowance  of 
double  rations  had  been  extended  to  officers  iu  com- 
niand  of  separate  armies  and  geographical  military 
districts  or  departments,  and  to  engineer  officers  su- 
perintending the  construction  or  repair  of  fortifica- 
tions. With  a  view  to  conform  to  the  principles  of 
the  act  of  1802,  as  thus  modified,  and  to  apply  it  to 
new  descriptions  of  duties  clearly  within  it,  para- 
graphs 1,251  and  1,252,  of  article  80  of  the  general 
regulations  of  the  army,  and  all  other  regulations  and 
orders  upon  the  subject,  except  paragraphs  1,253  aud 
1,234  of  the  same  article,  are  hereby  rescinded,  and 
the  following  is  substituted,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st 
day  of  June  next. 

To  the  following  officers,  and  no  others,  there  will 
be  allowed  double  rations: 

Ist.  To  the  major  general  commanding  the  army, 
and  to  every  officer  commanding-in-chief  a  separate 
army,  actually  in  the  field. 

2d.  To  the  general  commanding  the  eastern  and 
western  geographical  divisions. 

3d.  To  the  colonels  or  other  officers  commanding 
military  geographical  departments. 

4th.  To  the  commandant  of  each  permanent  or 
fixed  post,  garrisoned  with  troops,  including  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  military  academy  at  West  Point, 
who  is  regarded  as  the  commandant  of  that  post. 

5th.  To  the  commandant  of  each  of  the  armories 
and  of  each  arsenal  of  construction  at  which  the  ope- 
rations appropriate  to  such  arsenals  are  actually  car- 
ried on. 

6th.  To  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and 
topographical  engineers  having  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  the  men  engaged  in  the  construction  of  for- 
tifications or  other  military  works,  or  in  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors  or  rivers,  but  not  to  include  any  su- 
perintendent other  than  the  officer  having  such  im- 
mediate command.    Byorder:      J.C.SPENCER, 

R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  launch  of  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Norfolk  on 
27th  ult.  did  not  take  place.  An  order  countermand- 
ed it  and  at  the  same  time  discharged  the  hands 
from  the  yard.  The  Philadelphia  North  American 
says: 

"As  for  the  Rarilan,  she  must  remain,  for  the  pre- 
sent at  least,  on  her  stocks.  She  has  rested  there  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  knows  her  home  as  well  as  an 
Egyptian  mummy  knows  its  tomb.  She  is  a  glorious 
specimen  of  that  stability  which  now  and  then  at- 
taches to  earthly  things.  Palaces  decay,  thrones  crum- 
ble, and  navies  perish,  but  there  she  stands  on  her 
slocks,  firm  and  immoveable  as  Pompey's  Pillar,  or 
Cheops'  Pyramid.  It  is  some  consolation,  however 
to  know  that  our  grandchildren  will  find  many  of  our 
works  as  wo  left  them.  They  will  be  able  to  lift  their 
lillle  hands  in  infant  pride  and  point  to  this  work  of 
their  great  sires.  It  will  always  be  there;  change  is 
not  in  its  destiny;  and  torrents  may  forsake  their  chan- 
nels, and  islands  sink  into  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  but 
the  Raritan  will  still  stand  on  its  stocks." 

The  orders  countermanding  the  launch  of  the  Sa- 
vannah at  Brooklyn,  reached  there  too  late. 

The  United  States  ship  Marion,  commander  Gols- 
borough,  from  the  coast  of  Brazil,  reached  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  May,  after  an  ah- 
sence  from  home  of  nearly  thirty-one  months. 

The  Maiion  left  Rio  Jaherlo  on  the  15th  ultimo, 
anchored  at  Pernambuco  on  the  24tli,  left  there  on 
the  2.^th,  and  reached  Hie  capes  of  the  Delaware  on 
the  23d  instant.  She  left  at  Rio  the  United  States 
ships  Delaware  commander  Morris,  Potomac,  captain 
Storer,  Concord,  commander  Bcerum,  schooner  Enter- 
prise, lieutenant  commandin-j  WiUon.  Ti'.e  Poto- 
mac and  Concord  were  to  sail  the  same  day  for  the 
south.  Tha  Decatur,  eommaiid^Ogden,  wa.'i  ftt  pu^ 
1)09  Ayres. 
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ThR  Missi-iPippi  steam  frigate  captain   Salter  ar- 

vucd  ni  Ne-A'  "kork  on  the  mon.iiij;  of  Fi  ;d;iy  271!] 
jviav,  fi-om  Wa5hina;toii  wliii-h  she  lell  :>n  the  inoVn- 
ins;'or  the  2oth  making  the  passage  to  Sandy  Houk  in 
43  hours. 

STATES  OP   TilE   VfllOJi. 

MAINE. 
The  lei^islature  having  met  on  tlie  18th  instant  the 


receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  of  February  last, 
aiv!  hasten  lo  repiy  ti>  it. 

Havinn;  ijijserveil  in  the  newspapers  that  you  had 
given  notice  of  your  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
refund  to  me  the  fine,  (principal  and  interest),  im- 
posed by  Judge  Hall,  for  the  declaration  of  martial 
law  al  New  Orleans,  it  was  my  determination  to  ad- 
dress you  on  the  subject;  but  the  feelilc  state  of  my 
health  has  heretofore  prevented  it.  I  felt  that  it  was 
my  duty  to  thank  you  for  this  disinterested  and  vol- 


conferwilh  the  authorities  of  that  government  touch- 
i::;;  the  line  bctACcn  the  slate  of  Maine  and  the  Bri- 
t.sh  provinces. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners,  adopting  as 
the  basis  of  their  action  the  line  of  this  state  as  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  ot  peace  of  17S.1,  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Brit;iin,and  as  uniform 
ly  claimed  by  Maine,  be  empowered  to  relinquish  the 
right  of  this  state  to  such  portion  of  its  territory  con- 
tiguous to  said  line  as  they  may  consider  expedient, 

, ^  .^ ,_ „    I'.pon  such  terms,  conditions  and  considerations,  and  ,  untary  act  of  justice  to  my  character,  and  to  assure 

ioint  com'mitlee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message    for  such    equivalents,  as  thev  shall    deem  consistent    you  that  it  places  me  under  obligations  which  1  shall 
of  irovernor  Fairfield,  and  the  communication  of  the    with  the  dignity,  honor,  and  interests  of  the  state.      !  always  acknowledge  with  gratitude. 

Ol    gu*t  tiiui_  X  uiin         ,    _  ,.,/,.,  ._...»  1         r>  — -/_../     Tiu„»  4U„  l: ..*„ui:.,u„.l  u..  ,u„  . *..  .,c:        It     ia  n^t  lVi*>  nm(,iint  nf   Ilip    fine  that  IS    important 

rca- 

.... ■  - -"  - -    -. e  ex- 

ported resolutions  directhv^the^appointme'rit  of 'four  |  incon'tr'ove'rtlh'le— and  that  we   canno't"honorii'hry"re- ''  ercise  of  an  authority  which   was  necessary  to  the 
commissioners,  for  this  purpose,  by  joint  ballot  of  the    linquish  a  part  to  obtain   only  an  «»i,-&;D»Ycrf  right  to  '  snccej>sfiiljlefence    of  New   Orleans ^^and^w^ilhout 
two   branches  of  the  legislature.     The   resolutions,    the  remauider.  ....i.-i.    ..       ....     ..  «  .  ...  »      .,»„,„.-, 

with  the  exception  of  part  of  the  preamble,  are  as 
follows: — 

Now,  considering  the  premises;  and  believing  that 
the  people  of  this  state,  after  having  already  mani- 
fested a  forbearance,  honorable  to  their  character, 
under  long  continued  violations  of  their  rights,  by  a 
foreicn  nation;  and,  though  not  disposed  to  yield  to 


of  irovernor  Fairfield,  and  the  communication  of  the  with  the  dignity,  honor,  and  interests  ol  the  state.      !  always  acKuowieoge  v,  lui  ifi-auuiue. 

secretary  of  state   on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  Sesolvcd,  That  the  line  established  by  the  treaty  of  i      H   is  not  the  amount  of  the  fine  that  is   import 

ofcomniissioners 'to  treat  foraconventio-al  boundary  nas   is  a    practicable    one— that    our   claim  to  the    to  me:  but  it  is  the  fact  that  it  was  imposed  for  i 

line  between  the  stale  and  the  British   provinces,  re-  whole  territorv  embraced  within  its  limits  is  just  and  ,  sons  which  were  not  well    founded;   and  lor  the 


___  vhich,  it  must  be  now  obvious  to  all  the  world,  the 

This  motion  was  debated  until  half  past  5  o'clock,  British  would  have  been  in  possession,  at  the  close 
when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  of  the  war,  of  that  great  emporiun>of  the  west.  In 
lost  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows— yeas  66,  navs  120.  this  point  of  view,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  country  is 
Mr.  "Osgood  then  offered  an  amendment'for  the  interested  in  the  passage  of  the  bill;  for  exigencies 
submission  of  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  like  those  which  existed  at  New  Orleans  may  again 
commissioners  with  full  powers  to  the  people,  but  arise;  and  a  commanding  general  ought  not  to  be  de- 
without  any  action  or  debate,  the  house  adjourned  lerred  from  taking  the  necessary-  responsibility  by 
unfounded  pretensions,  are  still  willing,  in  regard  to  i  till  nine  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning.  '  the  reflection  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a   vindictive 

the  proposal  now  made  by  the  general  government,  |  On  Tuesday,  a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  judge  to  impair  his  private  fortune,  and  place  a  stain 
to  give  additional  evidence  to,  their  fellow  citizens  !  vote  of  the  preceding  day,  rejecting  Mr.  Bradbury's  :  upo"  his  character  which  cannot  bo  removed.  1 
throughout  the  United  Slates,  of  their  desire  to  pre-  ]  amendment,  and  after  a  long  debate,  in  which  the  would  be  the  last  man  on  earth  to  tlo  any  act  which 
serve  the  peace  of  this  union,  bv  taking  raeasuies  to 'speaker  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  several  oth-  would  invalidate  the  principle  that  the  military 
discuss  and  conclude,  if  possible,  the  subject  in  con- !  er  members,  advocated  the  amendment,  the  house  should  always  be  subject  the  civil  power;  but  1  con- 
troversy in  a  manner  that  will  secure  the  honor  and  :  refused  to  reconsider,  yeas  69,  nays  119.  ilend  that  at  New  Orleans  no  measure  was  taken  by 
interests  of  the  state;  this  legislature  adopts  the  fol- 1  A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Osgood,  to  amend  so  as  me  which  was  at  war  with  this  principle,  or  which, 
lowing  resolutions;  with  the  understanding,  however,  I  to  refer  the  question  of  empowering  her  commission-  if  properly  understood,  was  not  necessary  to  pre- 
tliat,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  in  such  endeavor  to-  ers  as  proposed  in  the  resolves,  to  the  people  in  town  serve  it.  i  i  u  u  • 
•war'ls   an  arrangement,  no  proceedings  thereunder   meetincs.     After  a  short  debate  this  amendment  was       AVhen  I  declared  martial  law.  Judge  Hall,  was  in 

rejected,  yeas  55,  navs  125.     ■  the  city:  and  he  visited  me  often,  when  the  propriety 

The  original  resolutions,  slighily  modified,  were  of  its  declaration  was  discussed,  and  was  recommend- 
then  adopted  by  a  vote  of  177  to  11.  ed  by  Ihe  leading  and  patriotic  citizens.  Judging 
On  VVednesd'ay  25th,  separate  conventions  of  both  from  his  actions  he  appeared  to  approve  it.  The 
convention  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  four  parties  were  held,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  can-  morning  the  order  was  issued,  he  was  in  my  office; 
persons  who  are  hereby  constituted  and  appointed  didates  for  c-^mmissioners.  The  whigs  selected  ex-  »"'>  when  it  was  read,  he  was  heard  to  exclaim, 
comuiissioirers,on  the  partofthe  state,  torepair  to  the  Governor  Ivent,  and  John  Olis,  esq.;  the  other  par-  "-Vmo  the  counhti  mmj  be  saved:  willwxU  it,  it  was  Uist.^ 
seal  of  government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  con-  tv,  Edward  Kavanagh,  and  Wm.  Pitt  Freble,  esqs..  How  he  came  afterwards  to  unite  with  the  treacher- 
fer  with  the  authorities  of  that  government  touching  and  on  Thursday  both  houses  again  met  in  conven-  °"^  a""*  disaftected,  and,  by  the  exercise  of  his  power, 
a  conventional  line,  or  line  by  agreement,  between  lion,  and  made  with  unanimity  the  selection  of  the  endeavored  to  paralyze  my  exertions  it  is  not  neces- 
the  slate  of  Maine  and  the  British  provinces,  and  to  hon.  Edward  Kavanagh  and  Col  John  Otis,  of  the  s=""y  here  to  explain.  It  was  enough  for  me  to  know, 
give  the  assent  of  this  state  to  any  such  line,  with  senate,  judge  Preble,  of  Portland,  and  hon.  Edward  'hat  if  I  was  excusable  iii  the  declaration  of  martial 
such  terms,  conditions,  considerations  and  equivalents  Kent  of  Bangor.  The  selection  is  a  judicious  one,  , '=>*  in  order  to  defend  the  city  when  the  enemy 
as  they  shall  deem  consistent  with  the  honor  and  in-    and  gives  great  satisfaction.                                               I  were  besieging  it,  it  was  right  to  continue  it  until  all 

teresl"oflhestate;withtheunderstandingthalnosuch  [  ,  danger  was  over.     For  ""ull  informaiion  on  this  part 

line  be  agreed  upon  without  the  assent  of  such  com-  CONNECTICUT.  'of  the  subject,  I  refer  you  to  my  delenre  under  Judge 

missioners.  I      The  leiislature  of  this  state  has  elected  Joel  Hin- '  Hall's  rule  for  me  to  appear  and  to  show  cause  why 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  furnished  man  to  the  office  of  judge  of  Ihe  supreme  court  of  an  attachment  should  not  issue  fur  a  contempt  of 
by  the  governor  with  evidence  of  their  appointment,  that  state,  in  the  place  of  Roger  M.  Sherman,  re-  court.  This  defence  is  in  the  appendix  to  "Eaton's 
under  the  seal  of  this  state.  |  signed.  ;  Life  of  Jackson." 


shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  in   any   mam 
the  rights  of  the  stale  as  they  have  been  herein  assert- 
ed to  exist: 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  ballot,  in 


Resolved,  That  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council,  ha\  e  power  to  fill  any  va- 
cancy that  may  occur  in  said  commission  by  death, 
resignation,  or  otherwise, 


There  is  no  truth   in  the  rumor  which  you  notice, 

RHODE  ISLAND.  i  that  the  fine  he  imposed  was  paid  by  others.     Every 

Since  the  flight  of  Mr.  Dorr,   a  voluminous  paper   cent  of  it  was  paid  by  myself     When  llie  sentence 

controversy  has  commenced  between  some  of  the  ac- i  was  pronounced,  Mr.  Abner  L.  Duncan,  ("who  had 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  make  return  tors  in  the  late  scenes  concerning  their  course,  and  been  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  and  was  one  of  my 
of  their  doings  herein  to  the  governor,  to  be  by  him  the  causes  of  the  late  denouement.  The  Providence  '  counsel),  hearing  me  request  Major  Reed  to  repair 
presented  lo  the  legislature  at  its  next  session.  Express  of  the  2.5lh.  published  a  long  statement  of  to  my  quarters  and  bring  the  sum — not  intending  to 

Judge  Sprague,  of  Boston  had  appeared  before  the  details  from  Biirrington  Anthony,  in  which  he  refers  leave  the  room  until  the  fine  was  paid — asked  the 
conimiltee  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  ex-  his  conduct  to  the  expectation  that  a  compromise  '  clerk  if  he  would  take  his  check.  The  clerk  repli- 
plained  to  them  various  matters  in  relation  to  the  prc^  was  to  have  taken  place,  and  Mr.  Whipple's  name  ed  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Duncan  gave  the 
posed  negotiation.  having  been  involved  in  his  letter,  a  long  reply  from  '  check.    I  then  directed  my  aid  lo  proceed  forthwith. 

On  Saturday  2Ist  these  resolutions  were  adopted    the   latter  next   appeared,  correciing  the  errors  its  ■  get  the  money,  and  meet  .Mr.  Duncan's  check  at  the 
in  ihe  senate  by  a  vote  of  30  yeas  to  1    nay.  and  be-   statements  «ould  lead  lo.     Next  there  appears  a  let- ,  bank  and  lake    it  up;  which   was  dune.     These  arc 
ing  carried    lo  the  house  a  counter    report  was  made    ter  from  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  dated  May  91st  and  post  '  the  facts;  and  .Maj.ir  Davezac,  now  in  the  assembly 
by  Mr.  Fryc.  adverse  to  the  appointment  of  conimis-    dated  the  26th,  published  in  Ihe  N.  \ork  Era  and  ad-  '  of  New  York,  can  verify  them, 
sioners,  for  four  reasons.  I  dressed    as    an    executive   message  to  Ihe   people  of  I      It  is  true,  as  I   was  informed,  that  the  ladies  did 

1st.  Because  he  doubted  the  powers  of  the  legis-  '■  Rhode  Island.  He  still  claims  to  be  their  legitimate  '  raise  the  amount  to  pay  the  fine  and  costs;  but  when 
lature  to  grant  lo  commissioners  the  powers  propos-  governor,  and  never  authorised  the  entrance  of  his  1 1  heard  of  it,  I  advised  Ihem  to  apply  it  to  the  relief 
cd;  2d,  Because  if  they  had  power  to  confer  unli-  <  friends  upon  any  compromise,  and  considers  parts  of  1  of  the  widows  and  orphans  that  had  been  made  so 
mited  pov.ers,  it  was  not  expedient  to  do  so  in  the  ,  Mr.  Anthony's  letter  as  unjust  to  him.  Meanwhile  j  by  those  who  had  fallen  in  defence  of  the  country 
''I'CSCiii  case;  3d,  Because  he  considers  it  a  measure  ,  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island  has  made  a  requisition 
of  questionable  policy;  and  <lth.  Because  he  is  satis- 1  upon  the  governor  of  New  York,  for  the  surrender 
lied  that  his  coustituents  would  not  approve  of  it.  '  of  Mr.  Dorr,  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  should  he  be 
The  house  voted  lo  lay  the  document  on  the  table,  found  within  that  state,  and  a  like  requisition  upon 
and  lo  print  1 ,000  copies  of  it.  j  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  Mr.'  Dorr's 

(The  governor  communicated  by  message  a  letter  address  sives  no  intimation  of  his  whereabouts, 
from  Gov.  Dorr,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  which  he  says,  |  The  legislature  are  to  reassimblo  on  the  20tli  inst. 
among  other  things,  that,  "hehig  uniible  to  conlcndsin-  ]  when  there  is  every  probability  a  law  will  pass  au- 
gle  lianJed  against  Ike  forces  if  the  UniliJ  States,  we  in-  I  thori^ing  the  free  while  citizens  of  the  stale  over 
voke  Ihe  aid  of  yourov/n  state  in  this  contest."  We  ;  twcnty-oiio  years  of  age,  to  elect  delegates  lo  a  con- 
are  surprised  that  Gov.  Fairfield  should  communi-  ;  ventinn  legally  riuttiorised  to  frame  a  constitution  con- 
laic  such  a  document  to  the  legislature,  especially  forinable  to  tiie  wishes  of  a  majorily  of  the  freemen 
as  Gov.  Dorr  has  abandoned  his  oflicial  station  in  ;  of  the  state,  and  which  when  so  framejl,  will  receive 
his  own  state.]  |  their  sanction  and  become  the  fundamental  law. 

Oil  Mjiidny  the  resolutions  from  the  senate  on  tl 


noitlicasltrii  boundary  were  taken  up  and  read  a  se- 
coiiil  lime.  Mr.  Bradbury  of  Calais,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  resolve,  and  to  substitute  the  following: 
Kesolv.d,  Thai  there  shall  bo  chosen,  by  ballot,  in 
convonlion  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  four 
persons,  who  are  hereby  constilmed  and  appointed 
cinmissioners,  on  the  part  of  this  state,  to  repair  to 
tbe  :>s:9it  uf  goverument  of  Uie  United  Stales,  and  to 


l.l'.STf'.n  <>V  «Ji;.M^b!  \l,  .!A<'!isO.V. 


The  I'ollowiiig  letter  from  Gen.  Jackson  was  rcail 
in  the  United  States  senate,  during  the  discussion  ol 
the  bill  to  refund  to  him  the  fine  imposed  by  Judge 
Hall,  at  New  Orleans. 

Hermilage.Mircli  14,  1842. 

Dear  sin:  i  have  the  pleasure  lo  acknowledge  the 


It  was  so  applied,  as  I  had  every  reason  to  believe; 
hut  Major  Davezac  can  tell  you  injre  particularly 
what  was  to  be  done  with  it. 

Connected  »ilh  the  history  of  this  case,  I  would 
give  you  some  interesting  facts,  showing  the  motives 
and  feelings  of  Judge  Hall;  but  I  am  too  feeble  lo 
write,  anil  I  have  no  disposition  now  lo  revive 
charges  which  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  judgment 
which  posterity  will  form  from  liie  records.  Al- 
tiiough  the  judge  violated  my  orders,  and  fled  from 
the  defence  of  Ihe  city,  and,  in  his  proceedings 
against  me  for  contempt,  committed  blunders  which 
were  extraordinary,  if  not  criminal,  it  was  not  in 
my  nature  lo  brood  over  them  after  the  brilliant 
close  of  the  campaign;  and,  hearing  aflerwards  that 
he  manifested  contriUon  and  repentance,  I  cheerfully 
forgave  him. 

The  judge's  character,  however,  should  be  out  of 
the  question  lu  Ihis  rase;  or,  al  least,  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  assail  it.  The  great  p.iint  is  this:  Ought  not 
congress  lo  interpose  and  return  a  fine  imposed,  as 
mine  was,  for  the  performance  of  an  act  which  wM 
indispensable  to  tlie  safety  of  the  country.'  Aud  if  noy , 
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will  not  tlip.  precedent  prcjiulire  the  public  interest 
in  a  simiiar  emergency,  should  one  arise?  Can  it  be 
expected  Ibat  a  general  will  take  a  higb  and  neces- 
sary responsibility  for  the  safety  of  his  country,  if  he 
is  insulted,  fineij  or  imprisoned  by  a  mistaken  or  vin- 
dictive juHa;e,  whose  fiat,  under  an  erroneous  view  of 
what  is  due  to  the  forms  of  law,  cannot  be  changed 
by  legislative  power? 

'Thankinj  you  a'2:ain,  sir,  fir  your  generous  sym- 
pathies, I  remain,  your  friend, 

AiVDREW  JACKSON. 
Hon.  L.  F.  Li>fN. 


JtlGS.^IEIilSai. 


During  the  last  few  months  public  attention  ha^ 
been  much  directed  to  the  old  subject  of  Mesmerism, 
and  from  one  extreme  of  Ihe  union  to  the  other,  lec- 
tures have  been  delivered  and  experiments  made  by 
its  advocates  such  as  Messrs.  Johnson,  Osborne,  Dana, 
Houghton,  De  Bonneville,  Dr.  Collier,  .Mr.  Burleigh 
&c.  The  principal  theatres  for  their  operations  have 
been  Salem,  Boston,  Hartfor^l,  New  Haven,  New 
York,  Pittsburs,  Baltimore,  Alton,  St.  Louis,  Wheel- 
ing, &c.  In  the  meanwhile  rumors  of  some  wonder- 
ful doctrines  came  in  from  even  as  far  as  Ark- 
ansas. A  Dr.  Buchanan  there  publicly  advanced  its 
immediate  inlluence  over  or  connection  with  the 
supposed  organs  of  the  brain.  The  next  we  heard 
of  him  was  his  presence  at  or  near  Louisville,  Ken- 
lucky,  where  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  year 
he  drew  towards  the  suhject  the  attention  of  the  me- 
dical faculty  of  that  city  and  published  various  opi- 
nions and  advanced  novel  views  on  the  suhject. — 
This  naturally  augmented  the  public  interest  towards 
the  subject,  and  the  discussions  on  its  falsehood  or 
truth  continued  to  be  agitated  with  increased  vehe- 
mence at  the  eastward.  Presently  Professor  Cald- 
well, of  Louisville,  Ky.  following  up  the  published 
doctrines  of  Dr.  Buchman,  also  published  a  little 
work  entitled  "Facts  on  Mesmerism,"  with  the  di- 
rections for  practising  its  operations.  Various  state- 
ments of  its  supposed  effects  were  announced  in  New 
York,  Louisville,  Alton,  &.c.  and  it  assumed  unler 
the  auspices  of  Dr.  B.  a  more  imposing  name.  He 
professed  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  phrenology, 
multiply  several  fold  its  number  of  organs,  and  hy 
actual  experinicn!  leave  no  room  fur  skepticism 
on  the  power  of  the  unknown  agent.  The  right  rev. 
Bishop  r.lcllvaine,  of  Ohio,  said:  "I  regard  animal 
magnetism  as  the  most  astonishing  wonder  I  have 
ever  witnessed,  altogether  unaccountable  but  certain- 
ly true."  Opinions  of  many  respectable  names  were 
adduced  in  confirmation  of  it.  The  opinions  of  Drs. 
Coats  and  Horner,  professors  in  the  medical  college 
at  Philadelphia  were  published  in  the  Medical  Ex- 
aminer fur  December.  Charles  Dickens,  the  British 
author  announced  himself  a  believer.  The  rev.  Le- 
roy  Sutherland,  a  Baptist  clergyman  in  New  York 
several  monlhs  since  announced  a  publication  on  the 
subject.  "The  Magnet"  is  its  title  and  its  first  or 
specimen  number  has  appeared.  Mr.  S.  claims 
to  be  the  discoverer  or  author  of  the  science,  and  it 
bears  the  tille  of  Phreno  Magnetism. 

In  Europe  the  subject  has  been  prosecuted  by 
the  rev.  C.  H.  Townsend,  Mr.  Gardiner,  Drs.  Elliot- 
son  and  Engledue,  and  J.  P.  Deleuze,  M.  Trapparl 
and  de  la  Fontaine.  The  London  Phalanx,  a  paper 
published  by  the  Fourierists,  some  weeks  since  con- 
tained the  (allowing: 

Phrenological  sociETr.  Mefmsrism.  On  Mon- 
day evening  there  was  a  full  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  society,  at  Iheirchambers  in  Exeter-hall. 

The  president.  Dr.  Elliotson,  delivering  a  lecture 
upon  the  connection  between  Phrenology  and  Mes- 
merism. He  said:  1  have  always  been  scrupulously 
cautious  in  introducing  the  subject  of  Mesmerism  at 
our  meetings,  on  account  of  the  difiicullies  opposed 
to  it,  and  the  prejudices  existing  against  it  in  the 
minds  of  mankind;  and  I  would  not  do  any  thing  to 
to  create  a  dirterence  of  opinion  in  the  society.  But 
assertions  have  recently  been  made  in  public,  and 
opinions  have  been  promulgated  in  society,  (and  I 
see  no  roasju  against  adopting  ihem),  that  Mesme- 
rism could  explain  some  of  the  most  important  prin- 
ciples of  Phrenology.  I  was  always  aware  of  the 
connection  between  them,  as  Mesmerism,  relates  to 
the  whole  of  the  nervous  system,  of  which  Phrenolo- 
gy explains  one  part.  There  is  the  less  objection  to 
my  introducing  the  subject  here  at  present,  as  the 
society  for  the  ditfusion  of  useful  knowledge,  with 
Lord  Brougliam  at  their  head,  and  four  of  my  late 
colleagues  at  the  London  University  hospital,  have 
now  borne  public  testimony  to  the  reality  and  use^ 
fulness  of  Mesmerism.  This  they  have  done  in  the 
last  monthly  number  of  the  Penny  Cyclopedia. 

Dr.  E.  proceeded  then  by  way  of  exordium  to  de- 
tail some  of  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  Mesmerism 
as  so  called  and  con\inued  as  follows; 


But  I  have  mcnlioned  these  things,  gentlemen, 
more  to  smooth  my  v.ay  in  relating  occurrences  of  a 
more  extraordinary  nature  which  have  happened  in 
America.  In  the  course  of  the  last  month  I  have  re- 
ceived a  series  of  newspapers  from  America  contain- 
ing accounts  of  Mesmerism,  from  which  it  seemed 
that  when  an  operator  had  reduced  a  patient  to  a 
state  of  stupor,  he  could  excite  the  phrenological  or- 
gans at  will,  that  parts  of  the  brain  could  be  awak- 
ened and  excited,  and  afterwards  sent  to  sleep  again. 

Dr.  Elliotson  then  read  from  a  New  York  paper 
an  account  of  numerous  Mesmero-Phrenological  ex- 
periments performed  at  and  in  the  museum  of  Louis- 
ville, by  Dr.  Buchanan  and  others.  Dr.  Elliotson 
then  read  very  long  extracts  from  the  Boston  and 
Kentucky  papers,  which  related  a  vast  number  of 
public  experiments  of  similar  nature,  and  with  simi- 
lar results,  performed  by  Dr.  Collyer,  Dr.  Buchanan 
and  others.  In  each  case,  it  is  represented  that  the 
organs,  as  named  by  the  Phrenologists,  invariably 
manifested,  under  mesmeric  influence,  the  functions 
attributed  to  them.  The  relations  excited  the  great- 
est surprise  in  the  meeting,  and  were  listened  to  with 


sideration,  even  those  who  had  practised  the  experi- 
ments  or  witnessed  them,  spoke  upon  the  subject 
with  caution,  conscious  from  the  extraordinary  de- 
velopments, that  ninety-persons  out  of  every  hun- 
dred, would  either  suppose  the  operators  deceived 
themselves,  or  worse,  were  anxious  to  deceive 
others. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  number  of  highlv  re- 
spectable citizens,  and  among  them  a  majority  of  the 
editors  of  Philadelphia,  as.sembled  at  the  dwelling 
of  the  phvsiran  above  noticed,  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  being  afforded  ocular  proof. 
There  were  probably  thirty  gentlemen  in  attendance, 
besides  the  physician  who  operated,  and  the  indivi- 
dual, a  friend  of  ours,  of  unblemished  integrity,  su- 
I  perior  intelligence  and  unsullied  character,  who  con- 
sented to  be  the  subject  for  the  evening,  and  who 
had  familiarized  himself  with  the  whole  scene  by 
former  experiments.  It  is  not  necessary  for  us  in 
this  article,  to  express  an  opinion,  as  to  the  truth  or 
falsity,  either  of  mesmerism  or  phrenology.  We 
merely  stale  facts  as  they  passed  under  our  own  ob- 
servation, and  as  they  will  be  corroborated  by  simi- 


deep  aitention.  He  then  stated  that  whilst  these  I  iar  accounts  from  other  gentlemen  who  were  pre- 
things  were  proceeding  in  America, experiments  pre-  j  sent. 

cisely  of  the  same  character  and  effect  were  carried  |  The  company  being  seated,  the  operator  and  his 
on  in  different  parts  of  England  by  gentlemen  who  Uubject  also  took  seats  immediately  opposite,  when 
knew  nothing.of  the  operations  of  each  other,  or  of'  the  history  of  the  matter  was  given  in  a  few  words 
the  operations  of  those  going  on  in  America.  He  ,  by  the  physician,  and  in  substance  as  we  have  re- 
had  sent  down  copies  of  the  American  papers  to  !  corded  it  above,  concluding  with  some  observations 
Hampshire  to  Dr.  Emjledue,  with   a   request  that  he  :  to  the  following  effect: 

would  hand  them  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  a  gentleman  of]  "The  ))/tfiiome?ifi,  I  will  not  yet  call  them /ads,  to 
the  highest  respectability  and  learning,  the  son  of  sir  j  be  presented  to-night,  are  of  novel  and  curious  cha- 
James  Gardiner,  an  old'membar  of  this  society.  It  i  racter.  Of  their  existence  you  will  yourselves  be 
happeneil,  curiously  enough,  that  when  Dr.  Engledue  |  very  soon  eye-witnesses.  Indeed,  the  phenomena  of 
went  over  to  Southampton,  to  give  the  packet  of  pa- 1  mesmerism  are  not  themselves  questionable;  nor 
pers  (which  he  himself  had  not  opened)  to  Mr.  Gar-!  Aii'f  Iheii  been  questioned  even  by  Franklin  and  the 
diner,  he  found  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Mansfield,  and  distinguished  committee  of  the  French  Royal  Aca- 
others,  actually  engaged  in  a  series  of  experiments, ,  demy,  of  which  he  was  a  leading  member.  The 
which,  on  afterwards  looking  into  the  packets,  they-  diversity  of  sentiment  has  been  confined  chiefly  to 
found  to  correspond  exactly  with  those  of  Drs.  Bu- :  the  mode  of  explaining  them:  so  far  as  they  exclude, 
chan-.in  and  Collyer.  Dr.  Elliotson  then  read,  from  i  what  are  easily  proved  to  be  false,  dairvoymice  and 
the  Hampshire  Telegraph,  a  long  account  of  experi-  prevision.  Setting  these  aside,  for  they  are  in  their 
ments  by  Mr.  Gardiner.  nature  impossible,  and  have  been  by  my  own  labori- 

After  having  read  these  extracts,  the  president  i  ous  inquiries,  demonstrated  to  be  fallacies,  the  phe- 
stated  that  Mr.  Atkinson,  a  member  of  the  society,  i  nomena  now  to  be  exhibited  may  be  explained  in 
who  was  then  in  the  room,  had  made  similar  experi-' various  modes.  The  believer  in  mesmerism  and 
ments  with  the  like  success,  of  which  he  would 'read  phrenology,  having  no  difficulties  to  overcome,  easi- 
an  account  at  the  next  meeting.  His  statements:  ly  refers  tl"""  •"  ""e  of  two  sources— 1st,  to  the 
were  confirmed,  by  two  other  members  then  also ;  mesmeric  stimulation  of  the  cerebral  organs,  or  2d, 
present,  Mr.  Kirby  and  Mr.  Nodin.  !  to  the  loill  of  the  operator  affecting,  under  these  new- 

After  a  few  words  from  those  gentlemen  in  corro-  relations,  the  mind  of  the  subject  of  the  experi- 
boratjnn,  and  from  i\lr.  Logan  and  other  members, '  menls.  Those  who  are  phrenologists,  but  not  mes- 
expressive  of  their  curiosity,  and  of  their  conviction  '  merists,  may  contend,  with  Dr.  Buchanan,  that  the 
that  the  subject  deserved  attention  and  investigation,  \  effects  are  the  product  of  gatvaniiin  exerted  on  the 
the  meeting' adjourned.  I  organs,  through  which  the  mind,  m   this   sublunary 

j  bondage,  is  compelled  to  act. 

istence  of  that  nervonn  ex- 
but  who  deny  the  truth  of 


From  the  Pennsyleanin  Iiiqiurer 
Not   long   since  some  curious  experiments  were 


bondage,  is  compelled  to 

'Those  who  admit  the  i 

ritpmsat  called 


performed  ""by  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Louisville,  Ihroiigh  I  phrenology,  have  but  one  -admissible  explanation, 
the  ac^ency  of  what  is  called  Phreno-Magnetism.  or :  and  accordingly  believe  that  the  subject  of  the  ex- 
the  application  of  mesmerism  to  the  different  organs  '  periment,  having,  as  almost  all  of  us  have,  some 
of  the  brain,  as  developed  on  the  cranium,  accord-  knowledge  of  the  external  phrenological  map,  is 
in-'  to  phrenological  principles.  The  accounts  of ,  imconscioHs/y  led  by  association  of  ideas,  to  the  ex- 
these  experiments,  which  appeared  in  the  Louisville!  pression  of  a  mental  state  conformable  to  the  sup- 
papers,  were  copied   into  various  journals   through-,  posed  influence  of  the  organ  touched.        

out  the  country,  were  ridiculed  as  impostures  in;  "Finally,  those,  and  they  are  yet  the  million,  who 
nine  cases  out  of  ten,  although  they  did  not  escape  deny  both  phrenology  and  mesmerism,  resort,  as  did 
the  notice  of  all  believers  in  animal  magnetism  and  j  the  Franklin  committee,  to  the  explanation  of  ad- 
phrenology.  The  respectahilitv  of  Dr.  Buchanan  ;  mitted  phenomena,  by  supposing  them  the  effect  of 
was  nevertheless  vouched  for,  and  in  one  or  two;  imagination  and  imitation;  while  some  sturdy  scep- 
cases  witnesses  were  adduce.l  to  prove  the  authenti- !  tics  refer  the  whole  scene  to  a  joke  or  trick.  ^ 
city  of  the  details.  The  public  mind,  moreover,  was'  "Being  myself  only  (m  eiiijiarcr,  and  makmg  it 
somewhat  excited  at  the  lime  in  relation  to  mesme- 1  rule  /o  keep  striclln  c,  neutiial  ground,  while  a  su., 
ism,  and  thus  a  few  of  our  citizens,  among  Ihem  :ject  is 'being  examined,'  as  friend  Chandler  woul 
neor  two  physicians,  were  induced  to  notice  the;  say-I  have  not  reached  any  settled  conviction,  an 
rominent  points  more  particularly,  and  to  make  oh-   may  not  for  years   o  come.     Eich  of  you  will  selec 


uld 
d 

prominent  poihts  more  particularly,  and  to  make  oh-  |  may  not  lor  years  to  come,     r.^ic.  oi  ,uu  w,„  select 
s^ervalions  in  the  course  of  their  experience,  calcii- 1  a  theory  for  himself ;  and  as  the  gentleman  who    s 
ixnlode  the  errors  or  to  verify  the  :  to  be  the  subject  of  experiment,  is  the  acquaintance 


who  was  liable  to  the  mesmeric  sleep,  so  called,  and  \  unknown  and  unaccrediled  individuals  must  ever  give 
when    in  this  sleep,  developed   moral  emotions  and  ,  rise." 
physical  signs,  when    the  finger  of  the 


After  these  explanations,  the  experimenter  then 
'  placed  Ills  right  hand  on  the  forehead,  and  with  his 
left  grasped  a  hand  of  the  patient.  In  the  course  of 
about  two  minutes,  the  latter  fell  into  a  IVIesnieric 
sleep,  when  the  physician  so  pronounced  him,  con- 
versed freely  in  explanation  of  the  various  points  in 
the  case,  and  proceeded  to  apply  the  phreno-magne- 
tic  tests.  He  then  exhibited  a  cast  with  a  cranium 
marked  out  according  to  the  doctrines  of  phrenolo- 
,ceua  =.■..,  ..jgy,  and  applied  his  finger  to  the  various  develope- 
!  still    more  as-    ments  on  the  cranium  of  his  patient.     The  effect  as- 


ator  was  | 
..pplied  toThe'phrenal  developments  on  his  cranium, 
and  with  accuracy  truly  wonderful.  The  result 
startled  the  physician  himself.  He  had  but  little 
faith  in  phrenology  at  the  time,  although  he  bad  seen 
numerous  instances  of  sleep  produced  through  the 
influence  of  animal  magnetism.  The  case  of  the 
bov,  however,  imparted  additional  interest  to  the 
subject— he  noticed  it  to  an  intelligent  friend,  and  in 
connection  with  that  friend,  commenced  a  series  of  i 
experiments.     The  results  here,  were  still    more  as-    ...„...^.  ... „„„„,     -aii  ■,„„„  thecharacler 
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specific  indications  on  the   head  of  the  subject,  did  |  From  the   Pemisylvanmn,  May  94. 

that  subject  develope  in  the  strongest  and  most  une- !  Mr.  Editor:  The  kind  notice  you  gave  of 'The 
quivocal  manner,  the  various  feelings,  tastes  and  |  Magnet' in  your  paper  of  llie  20th  instant,  and  the  re- 
emotions  which  phrenologists  contend^  are  indicated  .  ference  you  mal>e  to  my  magnetic  discoveries,  in- 
by  protuberances.  Thus,  music,  language,  mirth,  duces  me  to  offer  the  following  remarks,  which  pi 
ideality,  number,  veneration,  alimenliveness,  firm- 1  haps  may  be '■""-''-•'■'<"= 'i'"> '" 
ness,  time,  space,  destructiveness,  envy,  self-esteem,    Buchanan 


arks 
iidered  as  due  to  myself,  and  to  Dr. 


hatred  and  despair— were  successively  made  mani- 
fest, as  well  by  the  countenan<-e  and  the  features,  as 
bv  movements  of  the  limbs  at^d  by  oral  expressions. 
The  fidelity  of  the  various  delineations  was  wonder- 
ful. We  never  saw  them  surpassed  on  the  stage,  and 
are  satisfied  that  the  subject  could  not  give  them 
with  such  accuracy,  in  his  usual  condition  of  mind. 
When  under  the  influence  of  envy,  for  example,  the 
subject  alluded  to  some  ideal  character,  pointed  to 
a  scene  that  was  very  pleasant  to  the  eye,  that  pre- 
sented a  green  and  tempting  aspect,  but  quietly  re- 
marked, and  in  a  covert  spirit  of  exultation,  that 
there  was  a  ditch  in  the  distance,  into  which  the  ob- 
ject referred  to  would  sooner  or  later  plunge  or  be 
entrapped.  Again,  he  observed  that  "going  up  was 
very  pleasant— all  very  fine— but  the  higher  his  an- 
tagonist ascended,  the  further  he  would  have  to  fall." 
The  expression  and  manner,  however,  were  still 
more  striking  than  the  language.  When  ideality  was 
developed,  he  first  described  a  vast  plain,  upon  which 
a  large  body  of  military  were  moving,  and  then,  the 
operator  having  slightly  shifted  his  finger,  he  threw 
his  head  back  and  saw  seraphs  and  airy  figures  float- 
ing above  him;  and  again,  he  stepped  forward  and 
leant  over  a  yawning  abyss.  On  being  questioned, 
he  said  it  was  very  deep,  and  that  he  was  afraid  to 
approach  any  closer,  and  that  his  eye  could  not  pene- 
trate into  its'sliades.  The  organ  of  veneration  was 
touched,  and  his  aspect  of  adoration  became  at  once 
solemn  and  beautiful.  With  upraised  hands,  he  turn- 
ed his  closed  eyes  towards  some  fancied  object,  and 
whispered  what  seemed  to  be  the  outpourings  of  a 
prayerful  heart.  Tiie  organ  of  mirth  was  then 
touched  in  conjunction  with  the  organ  of  veneration, 
■>vhen  the  subject  went  through  a  Maw  worm  part  in 
which  wit  was  singularly  blended  with  religious  ad- 
vice. Some  local  -allusions  were  made  which  in  their 
association  and  the  grave  manner  in  which  they  were 
uttered,  were  not  a  little  ludicrous.  The  organs  of 
combativeness  and  destructiveness  produced  terrific 
effects,  and  one  organ  caused  so  fearful  a  paroxysm 
of  despair,  that  the  subject  drew  a  knife  from  his 
pocket  and  would  have  used,  it,  had  it  not  been  taken 
instantly  from  him.  Acquisitiveness  and  the  love  of 
children  produced  droll  effects — in  the  former,  the 
subject  evidently  taking  and  concealing  imaginary 
objects — and  in  the  latter,  nursing  and  caressing  im- 
aginary children,  dandling  them  on  his  knee,  and 
hushing  them  to  sleep  in  the  real  nursery  maid  style. 
These  distinct  ellects  eontinned  about  three  or  four 
minutes  after  the  finger  of  the  operator  was  removed 
from  the  organ,  and  then  subsided  gradirally,  as  if 
the  influence  of  some  vision  were  becoming  fainter 
and  fainter,  until  it  passed  away  and  left  the  subject 
in  a  state  of  quiet  magnetic  sleep.  The  first  eftects 
of  the  several  influences,  were  preceded  by  slight  con- 
vulsive twitchings  of  the  muscles,  and  by  occasional 
c'.apping  of  the  hands. 

The  subject  was  kept  in  this  condition,  and  passing 
through  the  eflects  of  the  various  passions  and  emo- 
tions of  the  mind,  for  about  an  hour  and  three  quar 
lers.  The  last  operation  was  produced  liy  the  piiy- 
sician's  touching  with  his  finger  the  back  of  the  neck 
near  the  spinal  bone  and  marrow.  The  subject  then 
became  rigid  and  stiff,  stretched  himself  back  in  his 
chair,  and  his  appearance  generally  nearly  resem- 
bled that  of  death.  The  operator  then,  with  a  few 
passes  of  his  hand,  dispelled  the  Mesmeric  influence 
the  patient  gradually  unclosed  his  eyes,  and  rea- 
son at  once  resumed  her  empire.  He  remembered 
indistinctly  much  tiiat  had  transpired,  but  said  that 
he  did  not  at  the  time,  possess  the  will  to  prevent  it 
He  experienced  no  bodily  pain  whatever  throughout 
his  various  extraordinary  physical  and  mental  de- 
monstrations, and  was  not  at  all  fatigued  at  the 
close.  He  had  watched  the  various  experiments,  of 
which  he  had  been  the  subject  for  some  months,  and 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  they  were  beneficial 
to  his  general  health,  inasmuch  as  they  afforded  him 
the  kind  of  exercise  that  he  needed.  His  opinion 
is,  that  about  one  person  in  every  nine,  is  peculiarly 
susceptible  to  the  magnetic  influence,  and  that  in 
some  cases,  persons  of  weak  physical  frame,  can  in- 
fluence in  tlie  manner  described,  those  of  much  more 
buddy  health  and  strength,  liiit  enough  of  this  sub- 
ject lor  the  present.  The  story  is  indeed  a  marvel- 
lous one,  and  many  will  pronounce  it  exaggerated. 
We  can  only  repeat,  that  the  parties  arc  of  tlic  high- 
est respectability  and  that  but  one  sentiment  of  won- 
derwas  expressed  by  the  intelligentcompany  in  atten- 
dance, most  of  whom  had  until  that  night  regarded  all 
stories,  not  only  of  mesmerism  but  of  phrenology,  with 
Utter  ipcredultjr. 


As  far  as  T  know,  the  mental  or  vital  organs  were 
never  excited  or  operated  on  separately  in  the  magTietic 
state,  till  it  was  first  suggested  and  done  by  myself 
in  this  city  one  year  ago.  This  was  before  I  had 
ever  heard  of  any  experiments  of  any  kind  by  Dr. 
Buchanan.  And,  though  it  now  appears,  that  he 
had  before  operated  on  the  organs,  yet  he  disclaims 
having  done  so  by  mti^net'i&m.  In  a  letterof  his  pub- 
lished in  New  York  Watchman,  of  April  2, 1842,  he  I 
says: 

"Answering  for  myself,  I  would  remark,  that  I 
have  no/ been  engaged  in  making  experiments  upon 
subjects  in  a  magnetic  or  scmnolent  condition,  but  sole- 
ly upon  persons  in  the  na/wraf  condition. 

Those  who  know  me  will  not  suspect  'me  of  thus 
endeavoring  to  avoid  any  stigmii  which  an  unenlight- 
d  and  tyrannical  public  sentiment  may  fix  upon 
the  votaries  of  science  for  seeking  prohibited  know- 
ledge. I  honor  the  cultivators  of  animal  magne- 
tism as  the  intrepid  leaders  and  benefactors  of 
their  race;  and  had  I  not  a  peculiar  line  of  inves- 
tigation for  myself  at  this  time,  I  would  be  active- 
ly engaged  in  the  daily  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject." 

But  the  discoveries,  which  I  think  I  have  made  de- 
monstrating the  double  poles  of  mental  organs,  as  also 
their  opposition  to  each  other  (positive  and  negative) 
and  the  symputlulic  points,  or  poles  of  the  mental  and 
vital  organs  located  in  the  face,  may  be  considered 
of  far  more  importance  than  the  mere  excitability 
of  the  organs  by  magnetism,  or  any  other  means. 
And  for  a  full  account  of  these  discoveries,  as  of  the 
phrenological  organs  never  before  known,  I  would 
refer  to  "The  Magnet,"  the  first  number  of  which  has 
already  been  published,  at  138  Fulton  street,  N.  Y. 
Yours,  with  due  respect, 

LK  ROY  SUNDERLAND. 


SUGAR  PLA\TEK,S'  MEMORIAL. 


At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  surgar  planters  of 
Louisiana  and  others  interested  in  the  culture  of  the 
sugar  cane,  convened  at  Donaldsonville  on  Monday 
the  16th  May,  1842,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  address- 
ing a  memorial  to  congress  upon  the  subject  of  a 
tarilT  of  protection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Lapice  of  Concordia:  Mr. 
M.  D.  Bringier  of  Ascension,  was  appointed /)res!(if)i(. 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Armant,  of  St.  James,  Trasimond 
Landry,  of  Ascension,  R.  G.  Ellis,  of  Terrabonne, 
P.  A.  aost,  of  St.  Charles,  D.  F.  Kenner,  of  As- 
cension, Cassimir  Lacoste,  of  St.  Bernard,  Joshua 
Baker,  of  St.  Mary,  vice  presidenls. 

And  Messrs.  George  S.  Guion,  of  Lafourche  In- 
terior, Benj.  S.  Webre,  of  St.  James,  Wm.  H. 
Sparks,  of  Assumption,  secretaries. 

At  the  request  of  the  president,  P.  A.  Rost  briefly 
explained  in  English  and  French  the  objects  of  the 
meeting. 

Alter  which  upon  motion  of  B.  Winchester,  of  St. 
James,  the  president  appointed  a  committee  com. 
posed  of  the  following  persons  to  prepare  a  memo- 
rial to  congress,  viz:  P.  M.  Lapice,  Evariste  Lau 
Wm.  Montgomery,  A.  Boudousquie,  W.  J.  Minor, 
.Minor  Kenner,  Sam'l  Fagot,  P.  Sauve,  Benja 
Winchester,  Pierre  Jorda,  and  P.  A.  Rost,  who  re- 
retired  to  consult  together. 

Whereupon,  W.  H.  Sparks  following  by  D.  F, 
Kenner  addressed  tlie  meeting  in  forcible  and  effec- 
tive language,  setting  forth  the  absolute  necessity  of 
protecting  not  only  the  sugar  interest  of  Louisiana, 
but  the  domestic  industry  of  the  whole  U-  States. 

The  committee   appointed  to  draft  a  memorial  to 
congress  reported  by  their  chairman,  P.  M.  Lapice 
as  follows,  viz: 
To  tlie  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  representalivei 

of  the  United  States  in  congress  assetnbled: 

'I'he  undersigned,  planters  and  sugar  manufac- 
turers ill  ttie  state  of  Louiriaiia,  beg  respectfully  to 
state: 

That  it  is  only  aper  losses  have  reached  their  height — 
that  events  have  proved  that  under  ttu  practical  operation 
of  the  cotnpromise  bill,  of  1833,  our  agriculture  and  our 
commerce,  as  loell  as  oitr  manufactitring  interests  are  not 
only  pareUized,  bat  brought  to  the  very  verge  oj  absoUUt 
ruin,  that  they  approach  the  representatives  of  the 
nation,  in  congress  assembled,  earnestly  to  pray 
them  to  come  to  the  relief  of  an  industry  involving 
an  outlay  of  capital  of  $.52,01)0,000— the  destruction 
of  which,  besides  causing  a  national  loss  to  an  ex- 
lent  beyond  circulation,  would  lead  to  the  expropri- 
ation of  almost  every  planter  connected  with  it. 


That  against  the  theories  discarding  discriminat- 
ing duties  intended  to  foster  home  labor, — which 
have  brought  every  departmerit  of  our  government 
into  disrepute — which  have  made,  with  few  excep- 
tions, every  mechanic,  every  manufacturer,  every 
merchant,  every  farmer,  every  corporation,  in  our 
once  happy  union,  a  bankrupt — and  which  at  length, 
after  a  long  struggle,  are  shaking  our  government 
itself  to  its  very  foundation;  the  undersigned  beg 
most  respectfully  to  oppose  the  authority  of  one  of 
our  ablest  and  most  honored  statesmen: 

In  1785,  Thomas  Jefferson  was  one  of  the  most 
ardent  and  strenuous  advocates  of  free  trade;  his 
opinions  in  1816  were  as  follows:  (Niles  Register, 
vol.  X.,  page  25 — letter  to  Benj.  Austin.) 

"Compare  the  present  state  of  things  with  that  of 
''SS,  and  say  whether  an  opinion  founded  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  day  can  be  fairly  applied  to  those 
of  the  present.  We  have  experienced  what  we  then 
did  not  iielieve,  that  there  exists  both  profligacy  and 
power  to  exclude  us  from  the  field  of  interchange 
with  other  nations;  that  to  he  independent  for  the  oom- 
forts  of  life  \ce  must  fdtricate  them  oiirselves.  We 
must  now  place  the  manufacturer  by  the  side  of  tlie 
agricultwdrist.  The  former  question  is  suppressed, 
or  rather  assumes  a  new  form.  The  grand  inquiry 
is  now;  shall  we  make  our  oicn  comforts,  or  go  loithout 
them  at  the  will  of  another  nation?  He,  therefore, 
who  is  now  against  domestic  manufactures,  must  be 
for  reducing  us  either  to  a  dependence  on  that  naiion^ 
or  be  clothed  in  skins;  and  to  live  like  wild  beasts  in 
dens  and  caverns.  /  am  proud  to  say  I  am  7iot  one  of 
them.  Experience  has  taught  me  that  mniiii/acdtrts 
are  now  as  necessa}-y  to  our  independence  as  to  our  comr 
fort — and  if  those  who  quote  me  as  of  a  different 
opinion,  will  keep  pace  with  me  in  purchasing  no-- 
thing  foreign,  where  an  equivalent  of  domestic  fa- 
bric can  be  obtained,  without  any  regard  to  dif/erenct 
of  pi-ice,  it  will  not  be  our  fault  if  we  do  not  have  a 
supply  at  home  eqnal  to  our  demand,  and  wrest  that 
iceapon  of  distress  from  the  hand  which  has  so  long 
wantonly  violated  it." 

That  the  fallacy  and  suicidal  tendency  of  the  doc. 
trines  of  '85 — partially  revived  in  1833— are  now 
fully  proved  by  their  practical  operation  during  the 
last  eight  years,  which  has  brought  distress  unpre- 
cedented, ruin  and  desolation  to  every  class  of  so- 
ciety, to  every  branch  of  industry,  throughout  the 
United  States. 

That  in  one  of  the  papers  annexed  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  of  31st  March 
last,  and  particularly  referred  to  by  said  committee, 
it  is  stated: 

"That  there  were  imported  in  the  U.  Slates,  in 
1840;  of  raw  sugar,  121,000,000  lbs.,  valued  about 
$5,600,000." 

"That  the  great  bulk  of  those  importations  were 
from  six  countries,  to  wit:  the  Danish  West  India 
Islands,  Dutch  East  Indies,  Philippine  Islands,  Cuba 
and  other  Spanish  islands,  and  the  Brazils;  and  that 
our  exports  during  tiie  same  year,  to  those  markets, 
amounted  to  )j9,390  026." 

"That  this  trade  gave  employment  to  13,056  men, 
219  boys,  and  1,787  vessels,  measuring  289,639  tons." 

The  undersigned  respectfully  beg  to  observe  that 
the  above  exhibit  gives  only  one  side  view  of  the 
trade  in  question.  That  a  reference  to  the  re|vortof 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  show  our  imports 
to  the  above  countries  for  1841,  to  have  been  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Free  Gfonds.  Ad  val.     Ppprific.         ^ 
Diinish  W.  I.    SlSn  l,i3    S3T,CH     l?745  4ci(j 
Dnrill    do.  235  S45  111        14l),52.3 

Cuba  3,.'i.i7,967    220,473    6.(i57  037 

OiherSp.  Isls.  154051  1.424  l,743,2.i7 
Philippine  do.  164  S73  8i),J03  I9.i,975 
Brazil  4  646,135       2,3S1       273,730 

.S3.9Gj,l)74  S351,4I0  89. 160,923  S1S,477,412 
.\nd  our  exports  as  follows: 


Danish  West  Indies 

Dutch  do. 

Cuba 

Other  Spanish  West  India  Islands 

Philippine 

Brazil 


$918,931 

259,438 

5,331,471 

740,860 

90,589 

2,145,863 

§9,487,152 
From  which  it  is  evident. 

1st.  That  for  the  $18,477,412,  of  imports  from  the 
above  countries,  we  have  to  pay  yearly  in  specie, 
or  in  European  bills  equal  to  specie,  $8,990,260!!! 
the  balance  being  the  amount  of  our  exports. 

2d.  That  our  imports  of  coU'ee  and  other  free  arti- 
cles amounting  to  nearly  the  total  amount  of  our 
exports — nearly  the  whole  amount  of  sugars  im- 
ported has  to  bo  paid  for  in  specie  or  bills  equal 
to  specie. 

3d.  That  our  imports  from  Cuba  and  other  Spa 
nUb  Islands  amount  to  811,134,239 — of  which 
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$3,713,013  consists  of  free  goods— and  our  ex- 
ports to  those  Islands,  including  §1,276,253  of 
cottons  in  transit,  only  amounting  to  g6, 072, 331, 
the  balance — say  p,06I,905,  we  have  annually 
to  provide  for  in  specie,  or  bills  equal  to  specie. 
That  whilst  so  large  a  proportion  of  our  imports 
from  Cuba  and  the  other  Spanish  Islands  are  admitted 
in  the  United  States  free  of  duty,  and  whilst  the  com- 
promise bill  contemplates  a  final  reduction  to  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  sugars^  our  flour  pays  a  duty  in 
those   Islands  of  §11.50  per  barrel,  or  275  per  cent, 
more  ttian  itscost  of  production — and  it  is  well  known 
that  efforts  are  making  in  Spain  to  close  their  ports 
altogether  against  the  introduction  of  that  article. 

That  the  121,000,000  lbs.  of  raw  sugar  now  import- 
ed from  foreign  countries,  if  produced  by  Louisiana, 
under  tlje  fostering  care  of  government,  would  em- 
ploy exactly  the  same  number  of  men,  boys,  and 
shipping,  for  their  transportation  to  the  consumers 
throughout  the  union,  as  now  required  for  the  trans- 
portation and  distribution  of  the  same  quantity,  from 
foreign  countries — with  this  difference,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  such  traflic  would  remain  among  our  own 
people,  whilst  for  this  sugar  from  foreign  countries, 
we  have  now  to  pay  annually  §5,500,000  of  specie  or 
European  bills. 

That  the  121,000,000  lbs.  of  sugars  now  imported 
from  foreign  countries — if  produced  by  Louisiana, 
would  require  the  same  quantity  of  lumber,  nails 
hoops,  engines  and  mills,  castings,  pottery,  &c.  &.c 
as  now  needed  by  our  foreign  competitors. 

That  the  03.000,000  lbs.  of  refined  sugars  now  pro- 
duced from  foreign  importations,  if  manufactured  by 
Louisiana  or  from  Louisiana  sugar,  would  requii 
the  same  quantity  of  fuel,  paper,  twine,  nails,  coppe 
work,  castings,  pottery,  machinery,  &c.  Stc.  as  are 
nowused  in  the  refining  of  the  same  quaulity  of  goods, 
and  for  transportation  to  the  consumers  throughout 
the  union  would  need  exactly  the  same  power  of 
transportation. 

That  were  the  labor  of  Louisiana  effectually  guard- 
ed against  debasement  by  foreign  labor,  the  large  SU' 


ly  reaching  50  per  cent,  of  the  annual  consumption  |  those  islands  as  before  shown  an  equal  amount  of 
o"f  the  country  thus  fTnds  itself  debased  by  foreign  la-  coffee  and  other  now  free  articles  or  nearly  so, 
hor  nearly  70  per  cent,  below  its  cost  of  production!!    whilst  it  would  rid  us  to  a  considerable  extent  of  the 


No  other  part  of  the  world  offers  such  an  anomaly 
and  what  is  the  consequence  of  such  a  melancholy 
state  of  things?  complete  derangement  in  the  equili- 
brium between  supply  and  demand  and  perturbation 
m  every  branch  of  industry,  from  the  wealthiest  pro- 
prietor down  to  the  humblest  mechanic  and  laborer — 
thus  it  is  that  the  sugar  planter  being  of  necessity 
compelled  to  raise  the  provisions  he  was  wont  to 
draw  from  the  western  states,  those  states  find  them- 
selves suddenly  deprived  of  a  market  for  their  sur- 
plus provision,  whereby  theirordinary  annual  supply 
exceeding  the  wants  of  consumption,  debasement  na- 
turally ensues,  which  is  now  exemplified  in  our  mar- 
ket to  a  frightful  extent.  Thus  it  is  also,  that  as  our 
sugar  works  are  abandoned,  extra  production  carries 
debasement  to  cotton,  rice,  and  in  fine  to  every  arti- 
cle to  which  are  transferred  the  working  power  of 
the  abandoned  canefields;  for  no  large  industry  can 


present  annual  drain  of  8  or  9,000,0000  of  specie  we 
have  now  to  pay  to  the  West  Indies  for  our  supplies 
therefrom,  over  and  above  our  exports,  which  of  it- 
self would  be  of  immense  national  importance. 

And  tlie  undersigned  in  conclusion,  beg  respect- 
fully to  state  their  conviction,  that  in  the  present 
prostrated  condition  of  the  sugar  interest,  nothing 
short  of  3  cents  duty  on  raw  sugars  and  other  quali- 
ties in  proportion,  can  avert  the  calamity  about  visit- 
ing every  sugar  planter  of  Louisiana,  and  to  add  that 
even  setting  aside  all  other  considerations,  the  sugar  in- 
terest having  grown  under  the  revenue  tariff  of  1816, 
and  uiidor  that  tariff  millions  and  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  permanently  invested  in  works  which 
cannot  be  destroyed  without  the  most  ruinous  con- 
sequences to  the  parties  who  have  embarked  their 
fortunes  in  them,  it  is  but  sheer  justice  to  them,  that 
the  same  duty  cf  1816  should  be  continued  so  long  as 
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gar  planters  would  soon  refine  such  portion  of  their    perienee  too   has  proved  tknt  mine  was  but   half  the 


be  destroyed  in  a  country  without  producing  dcprecia- la  revenue  is  required  to  carry  on  the  government, 

tion  in  every  other  branch   of  industry   in   the  same  land  it  is  derived  from  the  same  source. 

country,  and  perturbation  and  distress  throughout  the  j     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

nation.  '  ,     On  motion  of  P.  A.  Rost,  the  report  of  the  com. 

That  on  the  subject  of  protecting  the  labor  of  our  ;  mittee  was  unanimously  adopted. 
own  people,  Thomas  Jeffersin  says  in  his  letter  to 
Wm.  Simpson,  esq.  dated  1817,  (Niles  Register  vol. 
XI— page  401:) 

"I  have  read  v/ith  great  satisfaction  the  eloquent 
pamphlet  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  and  sym- 
pathise with  every  line  of  it;  I  was  once  a  doubter 
whether  the  labor  of  the  cultivator,  aided  by  the 
creative  power  of  the  earth  itself,  could  not  produce 
more  than  that  of  the  manufacturer  alone  and  un- 
assisted by  the  dead  subject  on  which  he  acted;  in 
other  words  whether  thft  more  we  could  bring  into 
action  of  the  energies  of  our  boundless  territory  in 
not  be  our  gain.  But  the  invention  of  the  later  times, 
addition  to  the  labor  of  our  citizens,  the  more  would 
by  labor  saving  machines,  do  now  as  much  for  the 
faclurer  as  the  earth  for  the   cultivator — ex- 


sugars  as  might  be  required  for  the  consumption  of 
the  United  States, 


That  there  is  already  a  large  estate  which  for  the 
last  four  years  has  been  turning  out  about  700;000 
lbs.  annually  of  refined  goods,  equal  to  any  manufac- 
ture from  foreign  rav/  sugars.  ,  .  .        v    ,    ■,     ,-„  ■  ■  ,  l     , 

That  noUiing  but  the  prostrated  condition  of  our\  pdmphkl—Indnuiual  linhsli  imrcnmils 
sugar  planters,  in   consequence   of  the  operation   of   late  immense  impm-tatwns,  bat  Brihsli. 
the  act  of   1833,  has  prevented  their  following  the 
example  thus  cited;  the  copper  works  and  machinery 
requiring  an  outlay  of  at  least  §20,000. 


question,  the  other  half  is  whether  dollars  and  cents  are 
to  be  weighed  in  the  scale  against  real  independence, 
the  question  is  then  solved,  so  least  as  respects  our 
own  wants. 

"I  much  fear  the  effects  on  our  infant  estMishmcnls 
of  the  policy  amioed  by  Mr.  Brougham  and  quoted in  the 
y  lose  by  the 
ierce  and  ma- 
nufactures in  the  mass  will  gain  6i;  beating  down  the 
competition  of  ours  in  our  mon  marktts." 

That  the  action  of  foreign  sugars  upon  our  homr 


That  the  number  of  sugar  estates  in  1828  amount-   sugars,  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  has  been  pre- 
^j  If,  308  ciscly  the  same  as  that  contemplated  by  Wr.  Brougli- 

That  from  1828  to  18.33  the  number  gradu- 


ally increased  to  691 

That  under  the  tariff  of  1816,  the  slate  of  Louisia- 
na was  already  supplying  one-half  of  the  sugars  re- 
quired lor  the  consumption  of  the  United  States,  and 
was  bidding  fair  soon  to  meet  the  entire  consump- 
tion. 

That  before  the  last  383  estates  could  be  brought 

'  into  full  operation,  the  tariff  of  1833  was  adopted. 
That  156  estates  have  already  been  compelled  to 
abandon  their  sugar  works  under  the  effects  of  this 
act,  that  its  further  action  cannot  fail  to  annihilate 
this  important  branch  of  national  industry;  that  there 

j ,  is  no  branch  of  industry  in  our  country  which  is  not 

.,,  directly  or  indirectly  benefitted  by  a  tariff  j ud icious- 

...Ijrlaid. 
,,      That  at  a  low  estimate,  the  525  estates  yet  in  ope- 

J    ration,  expend  annually   §2,000,000,  for  repairs  of 

,    525  engines  and  mills,  and  lor 


The  Pro- 
duct of 
Eastern 

and 
Western 
States. 


Castings,  Clothiui^, 

Hats,  Implements  of  husbandry, 

;    Wheels,  Nails, 

„;  Beef,  Pork, 

.|,  Tobacco,  Whiskey, 

•».,  IVIules,  Horses  and  cattle,  &c.  &c. 

„.  ,Shoes,  Carts,   Corn,  Flour,  Fish,  Hoops, 

and  for  overseers  and  engineers, 
p^      Whereby  it  is  seen  that  mechanics,  manufacturers, 

and  agriculturalists,  throughout  the  union,  are  direct- 
■     ly  interested  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars 

per  annum  in  the  sugar  industry. 

That  the  last  crop  of  sugar  is  estimated  at  80,000 

hogsheads  or  about  80  millions  of  pounds,  and  4  uiit 

lions  of  gallons  of  Molasses — that  prices  this  year 

are  hardly  avera 


am  and  above  quoted  "beating  doion  the  competition  of 
our  oicn  labor  in  our  own  markets." 

That  a  revenue  is  to  be  raised  to  carry  on  our  go- 
vernment, the  general  welfare  requires  that  such  re- 
venue should  be  so  arranged  as  to  afford  encourage- 
ment to  our  manufactures  and  agriculture,  that  our 
home  labor  should  not  be  debased  by  foreign  labor, 
that  in  the  words  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  we  may  be 
"really  indq}endent." 

That  by  effectually  guarding  our  sugars  against 
debasement  by  foreign  labor,  your  honorable  boilies 
will  not  only  protect  that  branch  of  industry,  but  also 
as  before  said,  cotton,  rice  and  all  other  agricultural 
products  that  can  be  raised  in  the  southern  states,  by 
the  simple  season  that  should  the  want  of  sulTicient 
protection  compel  our  sugar  planters  to  abandon  the 
culture  of  the  sugar  cane,  the  40,000  hands  now  em- 
ployed by  them  would  carry  depreciation  in  cotton, 
rice  or  any  other  agricultural  product  to  which  they 
would  of  necessity  be  applied,  by  excess  of  produc- 
tion, whilst  the  union,  at  the  same  time  would  be 
again  placing  itself  in  the  entire  dependence  of  fo- 
reign countries,  for  a  necessary  of  life  already  re- 
quiring §13  a  14.000,000  per  annum— That  efficient 
protection,  on  the  contrary,  so  that  5  cents  at  least 
might  be  depended  upon  for  saw  sugars,  would  soon 
enable  the  planters  of  Louisiana  to  increase  the  cul- 
ture of  tlie  cane  to  the  full  annual  demand  of  the 
country— say,  about  2511,000,000  lbs.  which  would  re- 
quire 60,000  hands  more  at  least  who  being  suppled 
by  the  cotton  growers  would  reduce  the  excess  of 
production  in  the  latter  staple  and  advance  its  value 
to  at  least  its  cost  of  production.  This  would  also 
have  the  efiect  of  creating  a  gradual  demand  for  at 


a.„....,„j  „.^.»5..,s,  3  cenU  for  sugars  and  12  cents  least  600  engines  and  mills  Irom  our  founderies 
for  molasses,  whicli  represent  a  gross  amount  of  throughout  the  union,  representing  a  sum  at  least 
§2,880,000:  of  which,  as  above  stated,  §2,000,000  are  |  §3,000,000--and  kettles— implements  of  husbandr^y— 
required  for  the  working  expenses  during  the  year  '"         '"'    '  " 


and  go  to  other  branches  of  industry,  whilst  the  p 
prietors  will  only   receive  §880,000 — being  1  69-100 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested  of  §52,000,000 — 

Such  has  been  the  result  of  the  struggle  brought 
on  by  the  compromise  bill,  between  foreign  and  home 
labor! — .\  home  product  of  a  necessary  of  life,  hard- 


._ppcr  works,  mules,  horses,  &e.  to  a  much  lar; 
amount.  And  all  this  home  labor  would  require  as 
many  sea  and  inland  vessels,  and  give  employment  to 
as  many  men  and  boys,  for  distribution  among  the 
consumers  of  the  union  33  if  performed  by  foreign 
countries,  and  would  in  no  wise  diminish  our  ex- 
poi-ts  to  the   West  Indies,  as  we  now   import  from 


A  BRIEF  STATlSriCAL  EXAMINATION 
Ok  thk  particular  f.icts  and  general  causes 
which   affect  the  foreign  thade  and  u0- 
mestlc  i.vterests  of  the  united  states. 

Fi-om  (/»e  J^'alional  Intelligencer. 
Fiom    the  year   1791)  lo  1807  inclusive,  the  con- 
biiinpiion    of  foreign  imports    averaged    onwards   of 
#tS  OOD.niKI  yi-arly.     The  exports  of  domestic  pro- 
ducts (luring  the  same  period  averaged  $:!4,00fl,0(ll). 
If  to  III.-  latter  be  aided  Ihe  prortis  on  the  shipment 
and  transjiortalion   to  a  foreign  market,  which  were 
iheii  very  great,  the  difference  of  these  values  will 
probalily  balance  the  account.     In   18()S  the  restric- 
tive policy  commenced,  to  avoid  a  war  and  coerce 
jnslice  from  England  and  France.     These  measures, 
anil  Ihe  war  wl.ich  siiccfedid,  present  no  data  for  as- 
ceildiiiing  Ihe   operations  of  regular  trade.     But  Ihe 
piivalioiis    which    attended    this    period    taught   the 
American  people  Ihe  necessity  of  home  manurnctiires, 
not  only  as  the  means  of  coinforl  and  convenience, 
but  of  independence  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war. — 
Thus  began    domestic   manufactures  in    the  United 
Slales.     Tliey  were   afterwards   stimulated    by    Ihe 
depression    in   the   prices   of  grain    and    provisions, 
caused  by  the  general  peace,  until  the  farmer  began 
to  regard  Ihe  maniifictureras  Ihe  best,  if  not  the  only 
customer  lor  liis  piodiicis.     Il  so  happened,  however, 
that  one  ol  the  great  ptaples  (cotton)  became  in  great- 
er  demand  when  Europe  was  at  peace,  ciilUvalin? 
Ihe  useful  aits,  than  during  war,  when  she  lhoMi.-ht 
o!  nolhing  but  eating  and  fighting.     This  fact  broiiKht 
the  larmins  slates  into  cidlision  with  thecn'tnn  stales; 
tlie  (oriner  h.-ing  cut  off  from  their  market  by  the 
pe;vce,  while  Ihe  filter  expected  lo  find  a  highly  im- 
proved one.     A  lofiy  palriotism  seemed,  however,  to 
animate  bolli  parties,  and  a  system  of  duties  was  a- 
dopled  with  great  unanimily.    The  coinmercial  slates, 
Ahich  had  long  been  reaping  a  rich  harvest  I'loui  the 
sea  III  the  carrying  trade,  perceiving  the  inevitable 
change  in  Iheir  position,  alter  a  shaft  strugile  wilh 
old  lubits,  entered  h-artily  into  the  only  new  pursuit 
that   ottered,  viz:  maniilaclnres.     The  revenue  laws 
were,  in  tlie  meantime,  moulded  lor  a  compromise  of 
the  various  interests  by  the  tariff  of  1816,  which  was 
settled  on  Ihe  basis  of  an  industrial  union,  wliich  pro- 
mised lo   ceineni   the    moral  and    political  union  SQ 
happily  supervening  on  Ihe  return  of  peace.     It  hap- 
pened, however,  at  this  epoch,  that  the  oirrpncy,  or 
ciri-nlating  medium,   or  monetary  standard  of  values, 
was  gri'-vonsly  deraiigeti  and  deprecinted  by  an  irre- 
sp  insible  issue  ol  bank  paper,  whicli  grew  pailly  out 
of  the  bank  loans,  made  to  Ihe  goveininenl  during 
Ihe  war,  and  wasa^'gravaled  by  the  eagernessof  those' 
who  controlled  or  had  credit  with  them,  to  make  for- 
tunes by  Ihe  apparent  rise  of  prices,  caused  by  Ihe 
ilepreciationol  the  slandard;  the  etfects  of  which  they 
mistook  tor  a  highly  prosperous  aclivity  of  business. 
To  correct  this  evil,  vihich   was   seen    in    progress, 
congress  esialilished  a  national  bank,  vested  wilh  the 
poH-er  and  obligation  lo  restrain  the  expansion  ol  Ihe 
circulation  wilbin  proper  limits,  and  maintain  a  sound 
ciiireiicy  on  an  exclusive  specie  basis.     Alter  having 
partially  accomplished  this  object,  the  officers  of  Ihe 
hank    became  themselves  infected    with    the  mania 
which  snnonnded  them,  for  making  paper  fortunes, 
and    instead  of  persevering  in  the  application  of  llie 
remedy   a.">Tavated  Ihe  evil  by  an  unwarrantable  ex- 
pansion of  their  own  issues.     The  local  h'-itiks   now 
iinresiraiued,  expanded  still  more;  ami,  although  the 
United  Stales  bank  nominally  maintained  specie  pay- 
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merits,  it  was  coiripelled  to  wind  i!p  rtip  of  its  bi  anrli 
es,  anri,  in  the  coiiscquent  contraction  of  its  i:<»iie5, 
jiroducfil  a  revulsion  that  over  w  lielmed  every  part  of 
the  coiitilry  within  the  range  of  bank  credits  with  the 
most  unexampled  distress.  Tins  revidfion  bej;aJi  in 
the  west  and  soon  found  its  way  to  the  Atlantic  citins. 
Tliose  who  saw  it  need  no  description  to  enhj;liten 
their  Inirlli^;  those  who  diil  not  see  it  conhl  not  be- 
lieve hall  the  truth.  Tlie  distress  attained  its  helaht 
in  1S20-'2I.  Piices  had  raisKl  with  the  liepreciatioii 
ol  the  siandard;  when  llie  ronlraclion  began,  the 
stanilard  rose,  prices  fell,  contidence  gradually  less- 
enina,  iiniil  a  general  alarm  piostralfd  every  onewho 
could  not  pay  all  hn  debts  at  a  moment's  warnina. 
All  the  banks,  whose  only  foiindiition  was  in  a  mis- 
placed confidence,  wvre  finally  broke.i  down.  Piices 
of  properly  lell  50  to  75  per  cent,  as  the  standard  rose, 
and  the  di'rterence  in  the  amount  orcirculalion  at  the 
two  periods  of  highest  expansion  and  lowest  contrac- 
tion, being  totally  sunk  to  use  no  more,  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
community. 

In  tliis  struggle  with  distress,  all  parlies,  as  is  usual 
in  such  cases,  cast  their  eyes  upon  the  government 
either  as  the  cause  of  their  nii.=fort lines,  or  I  he  instru- 
ment for  relief.  The  s'aiiles  of  the  grain  states  could 
scaicely  be  sold,  manufacturers  lound  an  impoverish- 
ed market  for  their  goods,  and  merchants  were  in  the 
same  piedirament.  These  Ui.ited  in  demanding  of 
congress  an  increase  of  duties,  but  the  co'toii  states, 
though  less  alfected,  attiibiited  their  difficulties  to 
the  duties  being  too  high;  which  they  began  (o  regard 
as  tlie  ins  rumeiit  of  their  future  des'liuction. 

With  these  remarks,  by  way  of  a  general  outline, 
we  recur  to  the  proposed  stalislicai  history,  beginning 
with  ihe  first  year  after  the  war.  1815,  /nd  will  give 
the  amounts  of  imports,  of  consumption  of  loreign 
goods,  of  total  exports,  and  exports  of  domestic  pro- 
ducts for  each  year  down  to  1340,  acenmpanied  with 
remark.',  showing  the  relation  of  their  value  to  each 
Other,  and  to  other  operations  most  immediately  af- 
fecting them. 

1815.  Iniporis  SI  13,041 .030    Cinsumpiion  $106,457,000 
Total  exp.  52,537. OUO     Domestic  exp.  *45.a74,O0O 

The  war  terminated  in  Febiuary,  1815,  which  was 
known  in  Europe  more  than  a  montli  bflbre  that 
lime.  This  year  was  theiefore  one  of  commercial 
activity.  The  circulation,  including  specie,  bank 
issues,  and  deposites,  airoiinted  to  §92,500,1100, 

1816.  Imports  $147,003,000    Consuropiion  SI29  964.000 
Total  exp.  81,920,000     D  imes'ic  exp.     64.781,u00 

The  ciiculation  was  5^119.000.000.  We  theielore 
find  an  increase  of  #26.500,000  ol  circulation;  and 
alihougli  Ihe  imports  ol  1815  had  exceeded  the  exports 
U|)Wiirds  of  $60,000,000,  and  the  consumption  ex- 
ceeded the  domestic  expoits  by  about  Ihe  same  a- 
mount,  yet  there  is  in  this  y-ar  an  excess  of  imports 
overexjiorts  of  more  than  $65,000,000,  and  of  coii- 
sumplion  ever  domestic  exports  of  the  like  amount; 
indicating  excessive  overtrading  even  beyond  what 
the  increase  ol  $26,500,000  ol  circula'ion  could  have 
accomplished.  The  early  reports  of  the  banks  were 
rot  made  so  full  and  freely  a^  they  now  are,  and  the 
probability  is  that  the  amount  of  circulation  slated 
above  is  considerably  loo  sm.ill  It  may  be  observed 
that  Ihe  imports  of  1S15  and  1816  were  either  under 
the  double  duties  of  the  war  or  the  laritf  of  IS16.— 
But,  so  tar  as  heavy  importations  are  benefici.il  to  ttie 
export  trade,  we  perceive  what  a  perfect  nuUit}'  the 
tariti'  was  in  restraining  (hem. 

1817.  Imports    $9a,2.J0  0(10     Cunsumpiion    $79,S9I  000 
Jutol  exp,  S7,671.000     Domestic  exp.    6;t,313,000 

There  ate  no  reports  of  the  ciiculation  Irom  the 
year  la  16  to  1820;  but  in  1837  the  b;mk  of  the  United 
States  went  into  operation,  and  under  a  resolution 
of  Congress  none  but  specie  bank  notes  were  receiv 
rd  at  the  trea.iury.  Many  banks  failed  on  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  and  the  circulation 
must  have  been  in  this  year  very  considerably  le- 
diiced.  The  imports  and  expoits  appioxim.ite  in 
value,  as  also  the  consumption  anddom'Slic  expnits, 
not  so  inurh  by  aii  increase  of  exports,  which  is  less 
by  $4,000,000,  as  by  the  decrease  of  consumption. 
whiih  has  fallen  olf  Si7.000,000.  The  operations  o( 
these  two  years  show  that  an  increase  ol  the  imports 
is  less  sensibly  felt  as  a  stimulus  to  exports  than  is 
g-'nerally  supposed. 

IBIS.  1  npnris  SI 2 1, 7 50,000    Consumption  $102,323  00,1 
Toinl  exp.  93,2-11,000     D-.mcsiic  exp.     73,851,000 

The  iMi.k  ol  the  United  Sl.ites  was  at  this  time  in 
full  operation.  The  expansion  at  the  branches  was 
BO  great  that  the  mother  bank  was  obliged  to  refuse 
paynient  of  the  branch  notes,  but  the  branches  espe- 
cially, coidinued  to  expand,  and  sprculatinn  began  in 
all  directions,  particularly  in  lands.  The  imports  we 
find  are  again  increased  more  than  S23,500,0')0  over 
those  of  1817,  and  the  consumption  by  a  like  sum — 
Ihe  latter  exceeding  also  Ihe  domestic  exports  by 
lS28. 500,000.  Duiing  these  violent  distiiibauces,  at- 
tended with  greatly  augment' d  revenues,  there  had 

*  Numbers  lees  than  ¥1,000  aru  omitted  as  imint,terial. 


1  been  no  change  in  the  taiilf  ol  the  .slightest  importance. 
The  excess  of  importation  ^nd  consuinpticm  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  the  exiiansion  of  bank  credos, 
which,  it  should  be  observed,  have  evinced  vciy  little 
elfect  in  stimulating  domestic  pioductioti;  lor,  with 
all  this  increaseil  debt  for  foreign  merchandise,  the 
domestic  productions  exported  have  only  increaseil 
since  1817  about  $5,500. OOfl,  or  since  1816  by  about 
$9,0110,000.  W'e  infer  that  an  infl.iled  currency  im- 
mediately stimulates  speculation  in  uiercliandising 
and  consumption  while  it  is  scarcely  felt  upon  pro- 
duction. 

Iil9.  Imports   887,125,000    Consumption     $67  959.000 
Total  ex.  70,142,000    Domestic  exp-    50,976.000 

This  year  presents  a  visible  reduction  of  imports 
and  consumption,  as  well  as  domestic  exports.  The 
bank  of  the  Ui-ited  States  was  obliged  to  contract, 
prepare  to  wind  up  an  iinporlaiit  branch  in  the  west, 
and  the  treasury  department,  alter  trying  all  sorts  of 
contrivances  to  sustain  the  local  banks,  was  obliged 
to  leave  them  to  their  fate,  with  iie  loss  of  a  consi- 
derable amount  of  desposiles.  The  labor  and  vexa- 
tion euiliiied  by  the  s,-cretaiy  while  under  this  pro- 
cess may  be  seen  iiilly  set  forth  in  thiee  or  four  volii 
minous  ilociiinents  of  correspondence  betwceii  him 
and  tile  banks  about  this  period.  The  exports  are 
17,0'>0.00t)  less  than  the  consumption,  and  nearly 
2-3,000,000  less  than  in  1-818  Ttie  domestic  prices 
hail  probably  fallen  by  reason  of  Ihe  coi:tracliori  of  (lie 
banks  and  coinmeicial  disasters;  but  so  great  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  exports  does  not  seem  satisfactorily  ac- 
counted for  by  any  facts  within  our  knowledge;  at 
least  there  was  no  change  in  the  taiilf  to  produce  it. 
1520.  l.-npurts  1574.450,000  Consumption  §36.441,000 
Total  exp.  69,691,000    Domestic  exp.     51.633  000 

The  circulation  »liich  had  probably  been  inflated 
in  1818  to  about  8150.000.000,  was  in  Ibis  year  as- 
certained to  t)e  $100,633  000;  nearly  19,000,000  less 
than  it  was  in  1316.  This  fact  of  itseil  accounts  for 
the  reduction  in  consumption;  the  exports  by-the-by, 
rather  improving. 

1821.  Imports    862,555.000    Consumpiion    Stl,-283,000 
Total  exp.  64,974.000     Domestic  exp.    43,671,000 

This  will  be  reinembereil  to  have  been  Ihe  year  of 
exireinest  depression.  The  western  banks  hail  gene- 
rally stopped  pavment,  many  broken  up,  more  than 
20,()00,000  ol  debt  for  lands  weie  relinquished,  and 
the  land  rtsumed  by  the  government.  Although  this 
relieved  much  pressure,  it  was  still  insupportable; 
property  ol  all  ki::ds,  and  particularly  real  estate,  fell 
tilty  to  seventy-five  per  cent.;  all  confidence  seemed 
to  be  lost,  and,  in  the  middle  and  western  slates,  all 
business  came  to  a  lull  slop,  except  Ihat  of  the  sher- 
irr^;  many  of  the  states  resorteil  to  relief  and  stay  ol 
execution  laws  to  avert  Ihe  ruin.  The  complaints 
which  had  been  increasing  for  some  lime  were  re- 
doubled, and  ver}'  many  imagined  they  saw  an  assu- 
rance of  relief  in  lai^^ing  Ihe  impost  duties.  The 
cotton  states  were  opjiosed  to  this  measure.  Thev 
desired  to  promote  impoits,  and,  not  beirrg  extensive 
con-nineis  of  foreign  goods  themselves,  they  wanted 
help  to  consu.ne  those  received  in  exchange  for  their 
staple,  and  tie-relore  regaided  with  some  jealousy 
the  glutting  of  the  northern  market  with  domestic 
fabrics.  The  scheme  ol  r.iising  the  tarilf  failed;  both 
sides  overrated  its  power,  whether  lor  good  or  for 
evil.  It  is  plain  that  none  of  the  dis.istrous  fluctiia 
lions  of  these  last  five  years  are  attributable  to  legis- 
lation; bill  so  f.ir  as  they  were  produced  by  causes  in- 
dependent of  the  sanguine  temperament  of  the  Amer 
ican  people,  it  is  clear  that  Ihey  are  iulimately  con 
ii.-cted  with  the  currency. 

1822.  Imp  iris    883.211,000    Consumption    860  955  000 
Total  exp.  72  IbO.OOO    DJineslic  exp.    49.874,000 

The  rurrency  had  been  improved  by  the  judicious 
management  of  Ihe  bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
new  hands.  Broken  banks  were  gone  down,  and 
sound  ones  resumed  business.  The  first  elfect  ol 
which  is  seen,  as  herelofoi'e,  in  the  imports  and  cun 
sumption  more  than  in  the  exports.  The  consump- 
tion is  augmented  19,5110  OOO;  and  the  domestic  ex- 
ports not  quite  6.250,000,  Tlie  nper.itions  ol  this 
year  exhibit  the  it. fiuence  of  excitement — irregular 
in  its  action — the  ortspring  of  imagination  rather  than 
judicious  calculaiion.  This  leelingis  naturally  more 
prevalent  with  importeis  ttiaii  prndiiceis.  The  lor 
mer  has  the  readiest  access  to  b.uik  credits,  and  his 
operatinirs  are  governed  by  his  means  and  the  ex|iec- 
talion  ol  prnfi';  while  the  latter,  having  no  such  com- 
mand of  increased  means,  necessarily  comliicls  his 
biisihess,  at  least  for  some  time,  in  the  usual  way. — 
The  importer  Is  like  a  convalescent  patient  overrat- 
ing his  power,  struggling  to  do  what  we  shall  see  in 
the  next  vear  he  wa=  not  able  to  elfect. 
1S23.  Imports  $77,579,000  Consumpiion  850.035  000 
Total  rxp.  74.699.000     Domestic  ex|),     47,155,000 

We  preceive  in  this  year  the  vibratory  ami  leeble 
struggle  of  the  last  year  regulated  by  the  gravitating 
influence  of  the  laws  of  trade.  A  reducliun  of  more 
than  G.I'OO, (100  ol  imports,  of  almost  ll.mm.dOO  ol 
consumption,  and  an  incieiise  ol  2,500.000  of  total 
exports,  the  domestic  beiug  Uiminislied  by  2,750,000, 


shows  Ihat  the  glHtoflhe  last  year  is  seeking  another 
market. 

1824.  Irnporis      880  549,000    Consirmption  555.21 1.000 
Total  exp.  75,986.000    Domestic  exp.  50,649.000 

The  business  of  this  year  shows  a  salutary  adji^st- 
ment  ol  the  traile,  and,  allowing  for  the  profits  of 
shipping  the  exports,  leaves  a  tairly  adjusted  balance 
between  them;  the  most  healihful  cnnrlrtifiii  of  trade 
in  any  country.  In  this  year  a  revision  of  the  tariff 
took  place,  wiih  a  considerable  increase.  Though 
uncalled  lor  by  Ihe  i  astern  mannlacturers,  as  appear- 
ed by  the  very  unanimous  opposition  of  th.-ir  repre- 
sentatives in  congress,  let  ns  jiroceed  to  observe  its 
effect,  if  we  can. 

1325.  Impovrs    896  340,000     Consumpiion    S63.749000 
Total  exp.  99,53.i ,01,0    Domesiic  exp.    66,944,000 

An  increase  of  nenr  16.000,000  in  the  impoits.  of 
23,000,000  in  total  exports,  of  little  more  than  5.000,- 
000  in  consumption,  and  of  16. .500,000  in  the  export 
of  domestic  products.  The  hrgli  duty  thus  seems  not 
only  to  have  augmented  the  imports,  but  the  expoits, 
as  well   loreign  as  domestic,  without  giving  a  corre- 


nndii 


timulusto 


nplion. 


1826.  Imporis    8-34  974  000    Consumption   860,434,000 
Toial  exp.  77.595,000    Domesiic  exp.    53,055,000 

We  now  find  a  killing  off  in  Ihe  consiimplinn  of 
3.250,000  anil  of  domestic  exports  of  14,000,000.— 
These  ellV-cts  evidently  arose  Iroui  a  redimdant  import 
in  Ihe  preceding  year,  and  froui  a  suiMerr  fall  in  the 
price  of  cotton,  produced  bv  a  riMuarkabie  revulsion 
in  England,  which  stagnated  the  whole  internal  trade 
ol  that  country. 

There  had  been  a  fathicious  demand  for  cotton  in 
1325,  which  stimula'ed  unduly  the  business  of  Ihat 
year-,  and  the  reduction  in  this  year  is  only  Ihe  natu- 
ral reaction  from  an  ephemeral  excitenient.  The 
system,  however,  soon  recovered,  having  only  been 
stimulated,  not  salivated. 

1827.  Imporis     879,484,000    Con.sumpiion   $56  0*4,000 
Toial  exp.  82,324,000  -  Domestic  exp.    53  i-2l.O0J 

The  1rade  is  now  more  thari  recovered,  the  total 
exjiorts  exceeding  the  imports,  and  the  domestic  ex- 
ceeding the  consumption.  This  must  inevitably  lead 
to  new  distuibaiice  ol  the  system  in  Ihe  next  year. 
1323.  Imporis  833.5(19.000  Corisumphon  S66'914,000 
Toial  exp.  72,204,000     Domestic  exp.     50.669  000 

The  impoits  are  again  increased  by  reas-mofthe 
profits  of  Ihe  last  year,  wliicli,  it  would  seem,  are 
like  bank  credit,  always  used  under  expanding  hopes, 
the  moment  they  are  received,  in  the  importation  of 
more  goods.  Not  so  soon  in  promoling  domestic  im- 
ports. 

In  this  year  another  addition  was  made  to  the  tariff, 
as  though  it  became  necessary  to  do  this  aniecetleut 
to  every  presidential  elecliorr.  Tire  duties  were  \ery 
consideiably  raised;  arrd  it  is  probable  tliat  Ihe  irr- 
creased  import  of  the  year  was  partly  owing  to  Ihe 
effort  to  brirrg  in  a  large  supply  beloie  the  law  took 
effect.  As  the  imporis  w-eie  consideiably  iticretised, 
Ihe  new  tariff  could  not  have  produced  Ihe  dnninutiou 
ol  exports.  But  the  excess  of  imports  iii  Ibis  yi  ar, 
unless  counteracted  by  an  expansion  of  Ihe  circtila- 
lion,  must  cause  a  diiDinulion  of  them  in  the  next,  as 
we  observe  in 

1329.  Imports    874  492,000    Consumption    857  834,000 
Total  e.xp.  72,333,000    Domestic  exp.     55,700,000 

The  imports  of  tnis  y,-ar,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, are  reduced  14.000.000,  the  consumption 
y.OOO.OOO,  while  the  domestic  exports  are  increased 
5,000,000.  We  have  no  r-port  of  tli»  circulation  lor 
this  year,  but  it  is  adverted  to  in  the  treasury  report 
as  one  of  considerable  pressure  on  the  money  maiket, 
caused  no  doubt  by  an  undue  iinpoilalion  in  IS28(liat 
was  not  all  fiaid  tor.  This  is  tlie  first  case  in  the 
series  of  years  v*e  have  examined  wtrerethere  iseveii 
a  probability  Ihat  an  increase  ol  duties  had  rliminish- 
ed  the  imports  and  consumption;  hut  eveu  here  there 
are  CO  operaling  causes  al  work,  sufficient  perhaps  to 
produce  the  «  hole  tfi'ecl,  viz.  the  glut  arrd  unlavor- 
able  balance  of  1828  and  Ihe  probable  contraction  of 
the  circulation  which  always  succeeds  such  a  balance 
Mlieii  Ihe  banks  are  judiciously  conducted. 
1830.  Imporis  870  876  000  Cousmnpion  $56,489,000 
Total  c.\p.  73,849,000  Domestic  exp.  59,46-2,000 
The  excess  olexports  over  ctuisuinplion  indicates 
a  veiy  profitable  business,  which,  il  not  counteracted 
by  a  contraction  ol  the  circul.ition,  must  p  o.iuce  a 
highly  stiinulaled  business  in  the  next  year,  as  will 
be  observed  in 

1331.  Imports  SI03  191,000  Consumpiion  $83,157,000 
Total  exp.  81,300,000  D.imestic  exp  6I,-277,000 
Thus  we  find,  as  in  eveiy  other  case,  that  a  pros- 
perous year  causes  excileinent  in  the  next;  anil  there 
«as  ill  this  year  an  incieased  import  for  consumpiion 
ol  26,500.000.  while  the  expoit  of  domestic  products 
was  incieaseil  by  less  than  2,000,000.  The  circula- 
tion, which,  at  the  point  of  lowest  depression,  (1820,) 
was  about  ifflOO.UOO.llOO,  hail  extended  in  1830  to 
$-139,000,000,  not  greater  perhaps  than  was  capable 
i>l  a  sound  basis. 

1832.  Imports  *10I.(1'29  000    Consumption    &76,9a9,000 
Total  exp.  S7, 176,000    Douiesuc  exp.    63,137,00J 
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i^Tl^^^;?^^^  f  t,=.ii:r^.r 


All 


..member  llie  pftVct  i  tion  will  bi 


Th 


thii'n  6  niM)  1100,'  anil  tlic  don'ifslic  fxporls  ihcrpase.l 
abo"  1  2..100.U.10;  .he  circubt,,,,.  ,..ob:.bly  not  sonnhly 
chan^fri;  Ihf  tra.le  app^aiin^  to  l.,.ve  I''*'"  f ;;"""' 
bv  it«  own  laws,  an.l  he.-o.nins  more  proh.ablp,  tbe 
nl  ic'bt  l-avin,  been  pai.l  o(f.  aMl  a  vast  .nrp  us 
U  revenue  anlicira'->l;  ^  new  lantt  was  inn.le  lor 
„.b  ch  Ihe^e  was  aVlter  excnse  that.  >1-' "•',";;  '-: 
presideMtial  election;  the  dufes  were  cons,  ler^bly 
■ednceJ,  and  about  halt  the  Hr.portalinns  ...ade  I.e., 
the  effect  of  wh.ch  and  other  important  measures  we 

ill^^i'  'Cons  SIO^  MS  000  Consump'ion  S8S  295  000  |  bank  w 
Tut  Texp  9U  »«■»""  Domestic  exp.  70  317,000  |  souther 
■  The  initicalions  of  incieasini;  ability  in  1832jusli- 
fi.d  the  expectation  ol  an  »".S'"''''J"' '■•"''^"'l'''.""  I.'), 
this  year,  but  the  domestic  export  wa? /";"  „iea.ei 
lin  ui  any  lormer  vear;  vast  bodies  ot  lertile  coJot, 
a,  swere'^  being  bfouttht  into  cultivation  1-r  some 
1  e  to  which  there,  was  a  great  an.l  sudden  acce  - 
sion  snb^equentlv  operative,  by  the  extensive  pur- 
chase ol  Indian  lands  in  Mississippi  atul  Alabau.a^ 
ami  the  removals  ot  the  Indians  liom  Georgia  Thf 
moduction  of  cotton  was  very  much  increased,  and 

we  beli-^^-  """  ="  ■""  "'"*"  ""  »•'»'•' •^'■°P,"'^'''';*' 

been  either  actually  sold  as  last  as  it  w,.s  ^  "I'l';;;  • 

a,  least  made  available  lor  the  P""''-<;,  °'  *^;"  .T, 

Europe      There  was  a   very  consideiable  expa 

?!     "/currency  this  year,  not  attributable,  c^ert. 

to    nceased  duties,  lor   these    were  reduced,  b 

other  causes.     The  war  which  had  been  comme.^^  ^^  ^^ 

atadistance,  by  sen.  Jackson-  on  the  ""iiK  "■  "'?  I 

United  States.Lw  waxed  "-■"  |"  ^J^°;%'^  ',,7 

The  bank,  in  order  to  stiengf  en  Us  power,  expanu 


„„  ...eculation  of  all  kinds.     That 
n-ere  nerhao.s  the  mo=t  obvious — Ih 
create'd  from  about  «4.ooit,tt00  in  1833,  ^o$mm- 
000  in  1S35,  and  $25,000,000  in   la36.     It  should  be 
observed    ihat  these   teartul  expansions  commence,! 
and  coniinue<l  umler  a  reduced  and  a  graJuiiUij  reduc- 
ing sculo  of  dvUes,  proving  very  clea.ly  that  expan^ 
sion  is  not  the  necessary  consequence  ol  high  dunes, 
nor  contracli.m  of  low  duties.     In  truth,  it  is  demon 
strahle  that  the  whole  of  the  evils  o   those   our  vear 
wir  between    "en.  Jackson  and    the   United   biat.  s 
altogether  independent  of  the  tarili.      1  he 
southern  as  well  as  the  northern  argument  must  lead 
to  this  conclusion:  .      a,,oi-Jinr,0 

1837.  Imporis  8140,939,000    Consumption  $119  l-l  0  " 
Tnnl  ex.  117,419.000    DomesOc  ex.      9^=«  ^00 
1833.  Imp.irts     113.717  000    Consumption    W'-^W-^O^ 
Total  ex.  lOS  4S6,00.1     Domestic  ex.,     Sb.o.i.i.ow) 
The  business  ol  both  years  declining  m  nearly  the 
Qain,.  ratio    will  not  require  separate  explanations.— - 

:;:!:^ri^rn:es::;,,r;:m;,siu,iuriyco.npar.ionK 
'"  J:" ^'^ ^^"■!^:■^^::'^s^ i::d':im:x;::d::;, 

''■  i    ndt  repo'rted".or't';"at  year  .,  .»3.4  500,«0t>;  hut  U.e 

hanks  had  nearly  -1' ^'<l•l™^-^"''V'l^'?^i  ^n  com 
ivallable  at  their  nominal  value  lor  loievii  ro 

while  their  specie  (S-Y-";;";;  j"^  ;;:,,;, 

an  ingredient  in  the  <^"J"'^"°"' '  °  If  ,e,  ne  cent 
with  this  deduction,  and  an  »»°^"'''=:  "  '  ,.';7,",|a- 
for  depieciation  on  ^^^^i;^';!^; ^:^'Z  Tn  l.t  | 
„on  "•''.^.-'''78^,^^:X*'^tV56  01,0,000,  will  | 
manner  that  ot  IH.IS.  reponcu  i  «.  :,„„,„  ..i-nnld  be 
be  reduced  to  §180,000  000.     Tl.ese.ieins  ^f°uld  l'^ 

'  Within  IS33  the  banks  resumeil.but  without  a  gene 


liublic   lands    business,  con^i  qu 

'.  ....,;„..  ,.,_  I  capital  ill  storks,  loans,  ai 

proveinents.  must  lor  sou 

rative  enemies  ot  the  An 

'I'he  object  ol  this  papi 


universal  slagnalion  of 
'  annihilation  ol  so  uiuch 
the  fo-calhd  internal  iin- 
tiine  restrain  the  reciipe- 
rican  people. 
is  to  present  tacts  lor  fur- 


edTt."°discounts  an.l  circiilaiion;  ''^^  "'""''"  ."  j',',;",  ]  for  depieciation  o 
local  banks  ceasing,  they  'f 'J"'^'' ,^'  /' [ '7°,,  ^  1  "l  tion  will  be  reduc 
a    very    great  expansion  ol    the  circuUlion   eiism  i  .  i 

'wli^cf^  tl^ugh  co'niracted  V^'^'^J>^^;^^^^ 

returns  ol  1S34  were  ma.ie  up,  sb"w  .a"  n cease 

otabout  71,0101,000  since  1830.      1  hese  m 

and  i„fl.V,ions  ot  the  circulalion  are  quite 

■ircneht  for  a  great  augineniaiion  ol   unp^ 

n"  doubted,  however,  .hat  the  vast  list  ol  tree  goo 

added  cm.sideiably  to  Ihe  imporis;  hu.> '"«■""■' "f      i  ..mcess 

:on"i,np.ion,  whik  was  '^  t.t.o,.)0;.    ts  matnly  attii- ,  P^ro«ss 

bn,»ble  to  the  expansion  ot  Ihe  crrulaiom^^^^^    

1S34.  Iniooris  «li6.D31  0:)0    Consumpuon  .M03 -t  >^>    o  The  ellect  ot   - 

Ihe  .mhlic  deposites;  but  tl^  expansion  recurred         ^,]^--'-!;^„,,„.,  ,„„  „„„  «5.000,000  increa. 
all  the  banks  alter  the  ad.lo...nu,ent  ol  Co  ^r  .^.  »^  ,^38      ^    „,„ 

.,..,„  that  time  to  1837  lar  '""^Y/'^ll^'.'Idb'rrh.eived  I  attributed  to  the  red 


that  by  the  compr 


.vonder 
!  were 


,   r      .1  „  oUn.ents  are  aeain    ill  conlusion  — 
l;ji:p::ut:::;:Ci::na^g..a.r,han,hedo- 

.nest ic  ixDorts  hv  SSO.OOO.OOO;  and  it  is 
raMhJbLLs  which  had  lurnished  the 

gain  coinppile«l  to  slop  I'^y""-'".  ,-  .j^^  cmrencv 

^iirU^rSn^a^-'^o^lyitieachestheex 

„    , ,  both  P'lF^':^'^^^!^  ^rrr  mi^fooo 

5^^'--«n  E"=ir^^'-"S  --'?"'^S;r^:ofdor!;,:;x;^ 

lihich  may  be  accounted  lor  it.  part  by   the 


e'a'ct'of'is^V'a  luitherred., 
ced    of  one-lenih    every  tv 
Vear>Cs'"s.'aJ;tarasi,ol  to  be  sensibly  1^"  in  any  one 
vlar      TtTis  gradual  reduction  would  seem  naturally 
year.      ""=";....  |^t   a*id  there  .>re  rather  dis- 

to  produce  a  '•''',"«".''  ,'';;•, ^;';  „.„,  increased  be 
""Till  ','X'er  xa  I'lp  e  Th'e  operation  being  s< 
rdar'lluai"  Ihe  tw;/lollowingyrars,  the  same  re 
ma.ks  apply  to  boll 


aleol 


:5Sr^i:jefn=£^e:sWi4 

.rc::;;trb^^nre.t^The.^^^ 

;;;^;:;^S;,w/::c;:s;ra;^thitor,n.^credi.- 

^^,X?ewas'aconsnWaMe^.na;,,crea.o,do 
niestic  exi.orts  Irom  1832  to  lb3t^     .^'".^  capaci- 

-'^■h^u^d!:^r^ur^^a^-;;::^';i.'af3ge 

*       .  line  ea'e  in  the  export  of  the  staple  diirin 
•'f'"""^'^^^r-0-i,rb:^rr^;l^'1r-Uer::.nakingthe 

"o;:K<^'^.°"--^^^°"-'''->"^^^^^^  1S38, 1  within    one    ye= 

:;;r':^;l,    f  cotton  vvi.  near, 40  OOtnOOm^ 

i„  ,s32..  •''v,^p";;,°,,f;',i  ls°>th  ,,--- 

;r;.^rg;::^";'S.r;;::;'same^.,u,.^^so^.,a,i.,^^^^ 

,he  .-'-' V'-V^'f-^/tired  "]ZuJon  ;,r  cotton, 
atlribiilable  to  the  •^''^J'-"]  ^|  j  ,„  f^„^  a  marke-t 
which  article  has  scarcely  ela^edt       ^^^^  ^.^^^  .  _^ 

That  this  market  ha>  been  iinpiov 
Euonlied  credit  to  the  consumer   and  kept  "P '''^  ',' 


iner  ,n,e,u"„.,...,.  It  13  to  be  regretted  that  there  aie 
not  regiiUrand  periec.  relurns,  showing  n.inim-ly  the 
condition  of  the  currency;  lor,  with  llie  a, .to.  Mien  a 
document,  connected  will,  the  comineicial  "■'■°';''^' 
which  are  now  very  co,nplete,  ""',^°'"'"''"  °  '  " '  <= 
and  the  finances  of  the  gove,  nment  ■"■■>  b'' " "^'Pa  " 
ed  s.ilKciently  in  adianee  lor  hie  nselnl  gu.dai.ce  ot 
all  who  are  engaged  i,i  business,  or  may  have  to  ad- 
minister in  these  public  trusts. 

It  is  proved  b-yond  question  Ihat  the  elfect  ol  high 
or  low  duties  upon  our  toreign  trade  has  been  exceed- 
tn.lv  overra.ed.     There  ,s  sca.cely  a  sing  e,  ear  i  ■ 
the  long  series,  filled  will,  many  impo,tai,t  changes 
in  which  we  can  dislOignisti  any  P-'-^-^P",.''  ;;;''*^,'; ,,", 
Ihe  duties  upon  the  foreign  courme,ce  ol    ''^  «'"'';' 
Slates.     Mannlaclures  h.ve  indeed  Sio"".  ^'^  ^^_ 
come  subjects  for  exportation,  with  consideiable  sue 
cess    ha>  in- extended,  since  1815,   from  two  to  more 
Ihau'e.ght  millions,  exclusive  ot  the  """""''f, '^°"f''"': 
ed  at  hmn- ;  but  the  progress  was  slow.      1  he.e  m  ,s 
'-ornnele  w,th  those  of  other  cmintrres  in  a   lorelgri 
narket    and,  il    mav  be  said,  do  not  .equire  the  aid 
"l  duties  to  -ecure  posses.sion  of  the  home  market; 
,111    on  the  other  hand,  Ihe  duties  on  goods  in  rompe- 

lions  very  essr  n.ial  to  a  proper  economy       Th  le  a  e, 

::t"me':u;;V;^:e:':;i;  upon  the  labricsot   those 
nations  who  ref.se  all  recipioci.y,  an,    iinpose  duties 

k;;^r''x':^u'di:;s^:;'';c:i:if^;r:-m^ir;t 

lma^;..t.r,bus.bvestedof,hequad,ennialinfluen. 

h  so  distuib  .very  interest  vvilhin  the  ,ange 

.-,1  power,  is  greatly  needed.     Such  a  mea- 

-ure  would  r^suage  the  aijooies  ot  the  b.isiness  com- 

in    ,i  V     ,--r-^  =°>n>'  i"'P<"'a"'  ""'"■''    '"'"  '"° 

:,onV  iVoi.ate  the  ev.ls  of  a  cnrre.icy  t  at,  as  we 
h  ,ve  seen  may  be  expanded  or  condensed  like  steam, 
f  o„r  exi,o,ts  .h-pen'l  npon  our  imports,  V\^  laltT 
,o°e  ceil  , inly  depend  uponour  ubil.ly  i>  ,nnjJorlhem 
Ths  uutls  abundantly  verified  by  the  siatislical 
,a  g  1  above.  Hence  the  more  this  ab,  ity  is 
mnroved    the  more  its  dependencies,  immediate  and 

:Si;i;?sp"iJS;-3  re:.:: 

,„atter  where  tne  '-'"'^.r..^^'^^^,  ,^,7.'-;  '.rof    ,.t,es 

ii^::':^o;i;^xyce^!s'br;:o':^p^'nong  steps 
!^;;=^ira,i:::L:^.i;?=  orX^^^^ 

,  l?r;';v'[;^^:::::^u:'';gl;uiein.erna,,me^^^^^ 

ni-   People   ■■uide.l  by  the  natrual  laws  ol  tiadt. 

°''      All  that  is  wantitig.  or  rather  alljia.seem^^^^^^^^ 

::::':^';'i::;;v:;;;:';^i.rois,andes.abiis,,asys..^ 

ofi-veiiue  capable  of  strict  execution,  undeiv  igilant 

»;:;'!^^[';^^;::^^:^;o:t^^ad'b:^:r;:{:r;:;li:t 

comitanls  to   the  view  and  contiol  o    an  '!'="''- '^'^ 
public  opinion,  until  so.ne  other  remedy  lor  Us  abu=cs 
:nhe  approach  of  the  long-  ]  canbeto^sed^tj^ag^^ 

SECOND  SESSION. 


100,951,000 
40.000,00' 
'xpoit'l'ess  Oian  (f 5,000,000  increa^ 
l.»meiita.ioi,  of  trade  coilld  b 
cTion  ot  duties,  it  wouhl  aug.i 


bre,'ti,''naM  as  paper  of  non-specie  payin, 
on::;;ii.doftlirsJe.erep.M     -npp;;^,^,^,, 

-;?r^r;;;^^^;5;;.-;--rrin 

;,::::nh'isTe'nodgo.;e,low.i  almost  .0  their 
mum  of  20  |>er  cent,  ami  at  11k     ■  ;  j       ^, 

nestle  expoit.-  1=  c   an   e,i  j       ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  |^,_ 

:he  former  to  almost  »'*'™"-^|,,.,,„rp  j,,  this  balance 
of'sT.'oOO.OOO.     The    anticipated 
,,,uies  was.  It  is  true,  greater  than, l,,r 
-;7,hepreceeding3ixyears,b:.t.t.s.d,t|.-ulttoco,n 

ehend  how  tins  reductin 


)  dimin 


SENATE. 

May  26      Mr.  Preston  presented    a    memorial  in 

.,  U,e  con- !  Jl^hu  copy  n.U  law,  -cj  backe    J.e^P«,er  of 


m- !  behalf  of  a  eopy  riglil  law,  ^""  "7°  "  d  VclJ  tiiued 

:,::^;  «;do„;eV.c  .^or,<,Ho„  at  the  |  the  petU.tioners  with  some  practical  we  i 
,.n,e  ..,.-o....;  .l.ese^.:eme,,ts  bei,.g  u,,iv>.^  ly  tiectn-    renwUs^^ 

,d  lobe  essentially  dependent  on  eacn           jf  „nem-    of  the  tariff.  .          ,„ 

'""■"r  V',';„rfor"l841-                                   ItaWe  and  tbequction  was     P  .-      upon  first, 

mer,;ialreiurnst,ir  io<  • 


The  imports  are  *12tlfa7,d«     Domusiic  ex  103,001,0:10 1    „j  ^  debate    now    arose    upon    the  genera,   q 
maud  but  'o,-'"*^  -'•"--d-,;  i,s-legiti,nate  basis;  j  i;;;^;j;Sr,vi,.g,-r  anUoipat,onsfr,.^^^^^  C«;ftou«  Uiongbt  that  the  first  q.iestion  to  be 

in  IS36  il  further  bioated  to  ijp-Jo,^--«>""  > 
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small  ratio.  In  1810,  the  number  was  140  and  they 
were  as  orderly  33' the  senate.  He  was  in  favor  of 
a  large  ratio,  and  contended  that  the  house  would 
not  he  orderly  with  a  large  nnnibcr,  and  that  the 
character  of  the  body  had  deteriorated  in  just  pro- 
portion as.  the  numbers  had  increased. 

Mr.  Prtston  was  also  in  favor  of  rodiicinc;  the  num- 
ber of  members  in  the  house  of  representatives.  He 
considered  that  the  body  was  too  large  already. 

Mr.  Set'icr  contended  that  there  were  too  many 
members;  that  a  reduction  of  numbers  was  demand- 
ed by  the  people;  and  that  reform  could  only  be  ac- 
complished by  the  reduction  he  had  favored,  and 
which  obviously  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Critfendrn  favored  the  smallest  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation, and  the  largest  house,  and  went  into  an 
argument  based  upon  the  democratic  principle  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  more  representatives 
the  more  democracy.  The  present  house  he  wished 
to  show  were  too  large  to  do  business  in  a  com- 
pact manner,  while  it  was  too  small  to  represent  the 
mass.  If  there  were  more  members  a  less  number 
would  claim  to  be  actors. 

Mr.  Jlilen  favored  a  house  as  large  as  the  present, 
and  the  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Woodbury,  Smith  and  Sevier.  After  which  the  senate 
adjourned. 

M.1V  27.  The  following  memorials  were  present- 
ed anil  referred. 

Mr.  TuUmmlt^e,  from  merchants  and  business  men 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  urging  congress  to  pass  such 
a  tariff  as,  while  it  will  give  ample  revenue,  will  af- 
ford incidental  protection;  and  askmg  that  such  ex- 
chequer plan  may  be  passed  as  will  ensure  a  sound 
currency. 

Mr.  Bucliannn,  from  the  watchmakers  and  jewel- 
lers of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  a  specific 
duty  may  be  placed  on  watches,  and  a  reduction  of 
duty  to  1  per  cent,  on  diamonds,  and  five  per  cent, 
on  all  jewelry.  Mr.  B.  said  the  memorial  had  tables 
annexed  that  would  be  found  of  interest,  and  afford- 
ing much  valuable  information.  If  the  senator  from 
North  Carolina  did  not  make  it  a  point  lo  report 
against  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  memorial,  he 
would  move  to  have  it  printed.  He  believed  he  must 
be  compelled  to  make  the  motion. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that 
such  a  tariff  may  be  imposed  as  will  enable  the  ma- 
nufacturing interests  of  the  country  to  compete  with 
foreigners. 

Mr'jErnii.'!,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  report- 
ed the  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  1842  with  amend- 
ments. 

-Mr.  Sturgeon  moved  for  the  consideration  of  the 
general  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  McRobeits,  of  Illinois  resumed  the  debate  this 
morning,  and  defended  a  reduction  of  the  house  and 
the  number  of  a  ratio  of  68,000.  This  proposition 
would  leave  the  smallest  fraction,  and  gave  a  house 
of  224  members.  In  his  opinion  the  senate  should 
not  expect  a  house  to  reduce  its  numbers,  as  it  was 
a  question  in  which  each  member  was  individually 
interested  to  some  extent.  The  house  should  not  be 
a  large  number  of  men,  in  his  opinion,  certainly  not 
larger  than  it  was.  In  regard  to  the  proposition 
pending,  (92,000),  the  only  objection  he  had  to  it 
was  thnt  it  was  not  practical.  The  house  would 
not  probably  agree  to  such  a  ratio. 

Mr.  Benton  favored  the  large  representation  for 
various  reasons — first,  because  the  house  had  adopt- 
ed it,  and  he  thought  the  question  should  be  left  to 
the  house  who  had  agreed  upon  the  number  they 
wished  to  represent  them.  The  senate  he  thought 
should  not  interfere  with  the  house  in  its  organiza- 
tion. The  case  was  a  peculiar  one.  If  the  senate, 
in  the  disposition  of  this  question  entered  into  a  con- 
test with  the  house,  tlie  government  itself  would  fall. 
The  senate  should  not  interfere  with  the  popular 
branch  of  congress.  Mr.  B.  then  set  forlh  in  detail 
the  advantages  of  a  large  house  of  repre.sentalives. 
The  numbers  he  thought  should  grow  with  the  na- 
nation. 

The  large  bodies  could  not  be  tampered  wilh, 
and  the  small  would  be  and  had  been  in  other  coun- 
tries. The  French  revolution  gave  an  evidence  of 
this,  familiar  to  the  minds  of  all  who  were  present. 
The  British  parliament,  a  small  body,  was  broken 
up.  Mr.  15.  Said  he  was  for  the  largest  rather  than 
the  smallest  practical  number,  lie  would  vote  to- 
morrow to  make  the  house  of  representatives  a  body 
of  400  men  instead  of  30(>,  sent  in  by  the  house, 
which,  however,  he  should  vote  for,  for  the  reason 
that  a  larger  number  was  hardly  practicable,  and 
pr  ib.ibly  would  not  be  acceded  lo  by  the  house. 

Air.  Uenton  also  attributed  the  disorders  in  that 
house  not  to  the  growing  numbers,  but  to  the  hi;;h 
parly  excilemcnt  which  had  prevailed  there  for  liie 
last  liflecn  yeai-s,  and  which  was  probably  higher 
than  ever   before.     Mr.  B.   looked    forward   to  the 


time  when  the  number  of  representatives  would  be 
quadrupled.  The  remedy  then  for  disorders  was  to 
force  the  member  disposed  to  talk  to  terms,  by  scrap- 
ing, clapping,  hissing  or  in  some  other  terms.  No- 
thing short  of  four  or  five  hundred  men  could  do  this. 
Mr.  B.  made,  in  closing  his  remarks,  a  defence  of  the 
action  of  the  judiciary  committee,  and  the  report 
they  had  submitted. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Jlrcher, 
of  Virginia,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Benton.  Mr.  A.  argued 
that  if  there  was  not  a  proper  respect  for  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  country,  the  public  liberties  were  endan- 
gered; and  secondly  that  a  large  body  was  calculated 
to  produce  disrespect.  Mr.  A.  pronounced  the  action 
of  the  present  house  of  representatives  as  not  worthy 
to  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  legislation. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  .Messrs.  Rires,  IVrighl 
and  Calhoun;  the  New  York  senator  replied  to  Mr. 
Archer,  and  the  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  senators 
favoring  the  opinion  that  the  senate  had  as  much 
right  to  decide  the  ratio  as  the  house,  and  further, 
that  the  effect  of  a  large  body  was  to  create  discord, 
disputation  and  disrespect  to  the  legislature  of  the 
country. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  number 
92,000  proposed  Mr.  Pmtnn,  77,000  by  Mr.  Ser 
7.5,000  by  Mr.  King,  74.607  by  Mr.  Bayard  and 
74,391  by  Mr.  Fulton,  were  successively  rejected 

Mr.  Barrow  withdrew  his  proposition  of  72,280; 
and  the  question  was  taken  on  the  number  submitted 
by  Mr.  Walker,  71,143,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
yeas  2,5,  nays  21. 

This  vote  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ermw  reconsider- 
ed on  the  ground  that  it  would  do  injustice  to  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Cnttenden  then  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table,  which  motion  was  concurred  in;  and  on 
motion,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and,  after  a  short  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

Mat  30.  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  in  the  chair. 
A  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  Porter  from  citi- 
zens of  .Michigan  praying  an  imposition  of  duty  on 
foreign  lumber;  from  wool  growers  of  Vermont  by 
Mr.  Crafts  asking  a  duty  on  imported  wool,  and  from 
citizens  of  Montpelicr  for  repeal  of  bankrupt  law  by 
Mr.  Benton. 

Mr.  Benton  announced  his  .intention  lo  bring  in  a 
bill  lo  repeal  the  bankrupt  law.  He  had  information 
that  whether  repealed  or  not,  its  constitutionality 
would  be  tested  in  the  supreme  court. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to  the  expedien- 
cy of  employing  a  corps  of  reporters,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  directed  to  employ  a 
corps  of  reporters,  not  exceeding  five  in  number,  for 
the  residue  of  the  present  session,  and  at  the  com 
mencementof  each  succeeding  session  of  congress,  to 
report  the  proceedings  and  substance  of  the  debates 
of  the  senate,  who  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  faith- 
fully to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  shall 
be  allowed  a  compensation,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund 
for  contingent  expenses,  not  exceeding  sixty  dollars 
for  the  principal  reporter,  and  fifty  dollars  per  week 
fur  each  of  the  others.  The  business  of  reporting 
shall  be  so  conducted  that  the  entire  report  of  the 
proceedings  and  debates  of  each  day  shall,  within 
three  hours  after  the  adjournment,  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer.  The  publication  of  the  report 
shall  be  committed  to  the  publishers  of  such  of  the 
daily  papers  as  will  engage,  free  of  all  charge,  1st, 
to  publish  the  entire  report  in  their  daily  paper;  2d, 
to  furnish  proof  slips  thereof  to  any  other  paper  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  3d,  to  furnish  two  copies 
of  the  report  for  the  use  of  each  senator  by  9  o'clock 
on  the  ensuing  morning. 

Resolved,  That  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  senate 
shall  be  assigned  to  the  reporter  actually  on  duty  by 
the  president  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  apportionment  bill. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
BatTow — viz:  71,257 — a  long  debate  ensued. 

Mr.  Barrom  then  modified  his  proposition  so  as  to 
make  the  number  precisely  that  named  by  Mr.  Budui- 
nan,  viz:  70,680. 

And  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, and  resulted  as  follows. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton, Conrad,  Crafts, 
Culhbert,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson,  Linn, 
Mclloberts,Mangum,  Merrick, Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wil- 
liams—28. 
NAYS— Messrs.    Allen,    Bates,   Benton,   Choatc, 


Mr.  JiHtn  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section, 
relating  to  the  districting  of  the  states. 

When  Mr.  Huntington  moved  to  lay  the  bill,  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  to  go  into  executive  session. 

This  motion  having  prevailed — 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive bu'^iness.and  at  nearSo'clock  P.  M.  adjourned. 

May  31.  The  secretary  of  the  senate  read  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Southard,  dated  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
stating  in  a  few  words  that  he  had  long  been  indis- 
posed, and  that  bis  imlisposition  would  not  suffer  him 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  position,  as  he  would  have 
wished.  In  order  to  prevent  any  additional  inconve- 
niences from  his  absence,  he  had  concluded  to  resign 
his  place.  For  the  unifor  n  kindness  and  courtesy 
of  the  senate,  he  expressed  himself  to  be  truly  grate- 
ful, and  closed  with  a  kind  wish  individually  and  col- 
lectively to  the  senators. 

The  letter  having  been  read,  Mr.  Benien,  of  Geor- 
gia, moved  that  they  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
president  pro  tempore. 

Ballots  were  prepared  accordingly,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  first  ballot; 

Whole  number  of  votes  45;  necessary  to  a  choice 
23;  Mr.  Mangum  had  22;  Mr.  King  14;  Mr.  Bayard 
4;  Mr.  Tallmadge  1;  Mr.  Kerr  1;  Mr.  Clayton  1;  Mr. 
Sevier  1;  Blank  1. 

There  being  no  choice,  Mr.  Berrien  made  motion 
for  the  second  ballot. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  on  this  ballot  were  45; 
necessary  lo  a  choice  23;  Mr.  Mangum  had  23;  Mr. 
Bayard  19;  Mr.  King  7;  Mr.  Walker  1. 

Mr.  Mangum  was  conducted  to  his  seat  by  Mr. 
Preston,  of  S.  C.  and  Mr.  Miller,  of  New  Jersey. 

He  returned  thanks  in  brief  and  appropriate  terms 
for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  pledged  himself 
to  the  greatest  impartiality,  and  relied  upon  the  in- 
telligence, courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  senate.  He 
knew,  he  said,  but  little  of  the  technicalities  of  the 
laws  and  rules  of  the  senate,  but  relying  upon  the 
kindness  of  the  members,  and  their  known  observance 
of  the  laws  of  order,  he  should  hope  to  administer  the 
duties  of  his  office  in  such  manner  as  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  all. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  Missouri,  presented  resolutions  ex- 
pressing the  thanks  of  the  senate  to  the  hon.  S.  S. 
Southard  for  the  ability  and  courtesy  with  which  he 
has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  senate, 
and  also,  the  regrets  of  the  senate  at  his  continued 
indisposition.  The  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  resolution  to 
the  effect  that  the  secretary  of  the  senate  inform  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates  and  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  election  of  a  presiding  officer. 
The  motion  was  adopted. 

Several  memorials  were  then  presented  upon  a  va- 
riety of  topics.  Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan  and  Miller 
presented  memorials  from  their  several  slates  upon 
the  subject  of  the  tariff. 

The  apportionment  bill  was  taken  up  at  a  late  hour 
as  in  conuniltee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

The  question  was  upon  adopting  the  district  system 
versus  the  general  ticket  system,  or  upon  leaving  the 
whole  subject  to  the  states  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Allen  made  an  argument  in  favor  of  leaving 
the  question  wilh  the  states  entirely,  and  adverse  to 
the  adoption  of  the  district  system. 

Mr.  Hunti)igton  replied,  or  rather  made  a  speech 
in  reference  to  the  constitutional  right  of  congress  to 
adopt  the  district  system,  and  in  addition  to  this  in 
defence  of  the  propriety  of  this  kind  of  a  choice. 

Mr.  Wright  followed  against  the  amendment  and 
in  opposition  to  any  amendment  which  shall  not 
leave  the  subject  wholly  lo  the  slates. 

Mr.  Wright  having  concluded,  the  subject  was 
passed  over  for  the  present,  and  a  resolution  offered 
by  Mr.  Sevier  for  continuing  the  same  number  of  of- 
ficers of  the  senate  as  heretofore  in  office  debated  and 
adopted. 

The  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  UF  llliPttESENTATlVES. 

TriEsuAv,  Mat  24.  The  house  on  motion  of  Mr. 
fi//inmc  resumed  in  committee  (.Mr.  t/Wfritioo(i  of 
Kentucky  in  the  chair)  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
and  the  military  academy  for  the  year  1842. 

The  following  being  under  consideration. 

•'For  the  pay  of  the  army,  one  million  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars"— 

Mr.  Care  Johison  moved  to  amend  it  by  reducing 
the  amount  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  sevenlv-two 
tlwiuiand  dollars." 

This  sum,  (Air.  J.  very  indistinctly  heard,  was  un- 
'  ■  '         Id  bring  the  a. -no. int  dj.vn  to  ih 


m    ,s    Sm.'.h      f  ??      '  i"Tu'^'r"r  *'"''^'"^?<''  «""-    >"«'-^l™'l  >o  'ay)  woum  nnngrnea.Tro.ini  uj.vn  to  u,  it 
T?  n'.n    W.l^^v   w''''\.    '     {a/"^^  ^  hprague,    appropriated  for  this  object   for  tlio   last  two  years. 

lappan,  Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young-18.      |  Ho  did  not  know  of  any  increase  of  th)   army  re- 


army  re- 
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quiring  the  increase  of  appropriation;  and  it  seem- 
ed to  him  especially  looking  to  the  termination  of 
hostilities  in  FJorida,  that  there  should  be  a  diminu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  there  had  been  no  law  in- 
creasing the  army  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1838,  at  which  time  the  rank  and  file  were  abo\it 
■doubled.  Although  the  law  authorising  the  increase 
had  been  passed  in  the  year  1838,  yet  the  enlistments 
which  had  taken  place  under  it  had  not  enabled  the 
department  to  fill  up  the  ranks  entirely.  The  rsti- 
iiiatcs  now  contemplated  that  the  ranks  should  be 
filled  in  pursuance  of  that  law.  That  was  the  cause 
of  the  increase  of  the  proposed  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

After  discussion,  Mr.  C.  JbAiisoii added  the  follow- 
ing to  his  amendment; 

ProvidfU,  That  no  money  appropriated  in  (his  act, 
or  hereafter  to  be  appropriated,  shall  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  any  soldier  hereafter  to  be  enlisted, 
or  officer  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  until  after  the 
army  is  reduced  to  the  number  of  5,000  men. 

Mr.  PciuUetmi  said  that  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment would  be  to  reduce  the  army  to  an  effective  force 
of  5,000  men. 
:  Mr.  Jidants  referred  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill 
.  and  expressed  the  hope  that,  the  house  would  evince 
its  consistency  by  reducing  the  army  also.  Mr.  A. 
said  that  from  1S31,  the  army  had  been  growing, 
until  now  it  had  more  than  double  the  number 
of  officers  and  men  it  then  had,  and  was  mam- 
tained  at  double  the  expense.  The  monster  had 
grown  until  it  had  reached  a  size  at  which  he  for  one 
was  startled.     He   thouglit  the  proposition  of  M 


It  was  so  self-manifestlv  right  that  the  army  should  |  be  sustained.     In  18.18.  the  Florida  war  still  ragin: 


be  reduced,  that  he  should  feci  himself  recreant  to 
his  duty  to  his  constituents  if  he  were  not  to  go  for 
this  reduction. 

It  was  the  dragoons  and  mounted  volunteers  that 
would  be  effective  agamst  Indians.  If  the  Indians 
saw  one  of  our  old  soldiers,  who  had  not  joined  the 
temperance  sneiety,  with  a  knapsack  on  his  back, 
and  Harper's  Ferry  rifle  on  his  shoulder,  they  would 


an  act  was  passed  adding  to  the  army  one  entire  re- 
giment of  infantry,  to  each  companv  of  infantry 
thirty-eight  privates  and  one  sergeant," to  each  regi- 
ment  of  artillery  one  company,  and  to  each  compa- 
ny of  artillery  sixteen  privates.  Thus,  by  this  act 
alone,  the  regular  army  was  increased  to  double  that 
of  1821.  All  this  increase  was  for  the  Florida  war, 
and  without  the  existence  of  that  war  the  art  would 


laugh  at  him  all   day.     Had  we  not   the  power,  and  i  not   have   passed.     There  could  be  no  necessity  or 
was   it  not   proper,  that,  when  the  country  did  not  i  propriety  longer  to  keep  up  so  large  an  army.     The 


need  the  services  of  officers,  they  should  go  out  of 
service?  He  thought  the  army  should  be  reduced  to 
the  lowest  notch.  After  all,  in  case  of  war,  we  had 
to  resort  to  the  militia. 

Mr.  Blitck,  of  Georgia,  would  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, if  it  was  pradicnbU  to  reduce  the  army  by  it 
to  the  standard  of  1821.  He  came  from  near  the 
Florida  line,  and  could  speak  with  some  interest  on 
the  subject.  He  went  for  a  navy  in  preference  to  an 
army;  and  yet  he  had  voted  to  reduce  the  navy,  and 
from  necessity  and  not  voluntarily,  but  against  the 
interests  of  his  constituents.  The  public  domain  had 
beert  given  away.  A  handftil  of  regular  soldiers 
were  comparatively  nothing  for  the  national  defence. 
The  U.  S.  soldiers,  three  companies  of  whom  were 
on  the  Georgia  I'rontiers  instead  of  protecting  its 
people,  were  (as  the  papers  in  hand  sho\ved)  the 
very  ones  to  murder  and  Jiarrass,  instead  of  protect- 
ing them.  Mr.  B.  made  a  brief  statement  here  of 
their  robberies  also,  and  though  the  governor  had 
asked  for  their  withdrawal,  yet  the  secretary  of  the 
war  had  refusedl  The  militia  of  Georgia  would 
protect  their  own  frontiers  and  without  pay.  if  the 


JoUnson  went  farther  than  the  country   at  first  could    General  government  refused  it.     It  was   a  vital   mis- 


well    bear.     He  had    in   his  drawer  for  two   month 


take  to  say  the  war  there  was  closed.     Fresh 


past  a  resolution  which  he  had  vainly  waited  for  anjjgrj  have  already  been   committed.     He  hoped  the 


opportunity  to  present,  instructing  the  military  com 
miltee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  army  to  the  standard  of  the  act  of  1821,  not  1831, 
and  now  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  propose  to  amend 
his  amendment  so  as  to  reduce  the  army  to  that  stan- 
dard. 

Mr.  Cace  Johnson  said  he  would  accept  such  an 
amcndmeut  as  a  modification  of  his  own. 

Mr.  .Jdfimssaid  that  for  such  a  proposition  he  was 
prepared  to  vote,  unless  some  satisfactory  reason  to 
the  contrary  should  be  shown. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  was  modi- 
fied to  read  as  follows: 

'^Provided,  That  no  money  appropriated  in  this 
act,  or  hereafter  to  be  appropriated,  shall  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  any  soldier  hereafter  to  lie  en- 
listed, or  officer  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  until  af- 
ter the  army  is  reduced  to  the  standard  of  the  act  of 
1821." 

And  the  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment  I  J;™"".''/'",'       ,  j      r 

.L  j-ii  J  bloodshed  and   murder  lie 

as  thus  modified,  ' 


army  would  be  begun  to  be  reduced  with  those  iden- 
tical three  companies  on  the  Georgia  frontier.  We 
had  very  little  use  for  an  army  at  all.  Three  thou- 
sand men  would  be  enough.  The  only  power  which 
caused  any  uneasiness  in  this  country  was  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  only  way  to  meet  her  was  on  her  own 
element. 

Mr.  Grander  said  the  government  was  wrong,  the 
bloodhounds  had  failed  to  discharge  their  duties,  and 
it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  have  raised  a  corps  of 
the  Georgia  militiamen,  and  placed  the  gentleman, 
(Mr.  B.)  at  their  head,  and  then  the  war  would  have 
been  ended  in  six  weeks.  Mr.  G.  next  referred  to 
the  commencement  of  the  war  in  Jackson's  admin- 
istration and  the  first  call  for  appropriations  for  it, 
and  vindicated  the  course  of  his  party  who  had  been 
silenced  as  being  no  patriots  and  disturbers,  when 
they  dared  to  say  that  there  was  a  war  which  might 
cost  millions.  Let  us  look  to  whose  door,  all  this 
(Mr.  Black  made  some 


^,      „-     ,      I  .,  J  -,      TI  I  remark  or   explanation  in  which   tl  e  words    "Ock- 

Mr.  ffard  vehemently  opposed  It.     He  was  oppos- ,  swamps"  were    heard.)     Mr.  G.  said    he 

ed  to  reducing  either  army  or  navy.     If  the   army  |  „^  ^^  j/,,,^^  ^,^,,j^^|.  „„  f^^^^        f„^  f^^,.  ^e 

wastobercdueed,it   should  be  by  a  specific   ac^.  |  swamped  in  the  Ocklockonee  swamp  it- 

VVho  was  au  hor„_ed  to  dismiss  a  single  officer?     He  ,  ^^^   ^    vindicated  the   army  generally    frorr 

thought  the  time  for  reduction  was  not  yet  arrived  i  ^  ^rsion  because  a  soldier  had  misbehaved  him- 
and  that  our  condition  required  its  full  mamten-|^Jf^  This  soldier  was  now  under  sentence  of  death 
°'"^^'  I  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  executed. 

/l''-w^""'r''""^  the  proposition  was  so  unexpect-       ^     g,^^j.  ^^^j^^  ^^^^^  ,,^  ^ad  aspersed   the  army, 
ed  that  the  chairman  of  the  military  committee  (Mr.  whenever  it  was  said  that  he  had  cast  an  im 

ktanky)  was  not  in  h.s  seat      So   important  a  ques-  ^  .      -^  ^._,^^  ^  declaration  without  foun 

lion  requires  the  consideration   ot  some  committee. 
It  would  be  sweeping  away  the  army,  the  institutions 


I  tation  I 
,  tion. 


founda- 
sted  that  as  the  soldier  had   been 


of  the  country.     I_  regret  extrcnjelywlnit  has  ^.^^^'J  i^T^^r^^uMed  by  a  Georgia  jury  in  due  course 


But  this  is 


diffe- 


done  in  reference  to  the  navjf.  cut  mis  is  a  a'u«-  l^f  Jaw  (as  he  just  learned)  that  no  more  should  he 
rent  case.  It  is  a  repudiation  of  the  laws  of  our  j  ^^^^^  ^  ,^.^  J^-  ^^  reflecting  on  the  army.  He 
"T^'°",;r   He  hoped  It  would  not  be  sane  loned.  Lji^  ^^t  think    the  army  too  large.     The   institutions 

Mr.  ir  C.  Johnson  would  vote  against  the  amend-  ^^^^^  be  kept  up^ 

ment,  and  would  be  glad  il  the  farther  consideration  ■'  i-  -j 

of  the  bill  (Mr.  SlaiUey  being  absent)  would  be  post-    ,    Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  said 
poned. 

Mr.  C.  K.  Williams  said  that  the  Canada  and  Flo- 
rida difficulties  being  now  concluded,  and  they  hav- 
ing been  the  occasion  of  the  increase  of  1838,  there 


that  a  most  ruth- 
less blow  had  been  struck  yesterday  at  the  navy. 
He  was  opposed  to  reducing  the  army. 

Mr.  IVm.  B.  Campbell  was  in  favor  of  retrench- 
ment. Those  who  voted  against  excess  of  expendi- 
was  no  necessilylror  keepi'ng  it  a"t'i'ts"p"'re"senlTtandard!  tures  for  the  navy  were  wrongfully  charged  as  oppo- 
Six  thousand  men  would  be  amply  sufficient,  and  there  '  sers  of  the  navy.  It  was  not  rendering  justice  1  he 
was  no  need  for  a  regular  report  from  a  committee  i  appropriations  proposed  had  gone  tar  bey onU  those 
to  elfect  the  object.         ■  i  of  preceding  years,  and  were  unreasonable  and  ex- 

Mr.  tonoW/ wanted  this  bill  killed  or  maintained  travagant,  and  because  we  oppose  building  a  navy 
in  a  scientific  manner;  there  was  a  tremendous  cry  !  half  that  of  England,  we  are  charged  with  being 
here  about  a  war.     [A  voice:     "Oh,   no:  there's  no  |  enemies  of  the  navy. 

war  anywhere  but  in  Rhode  Island,  and  there  the  I  The  army  had  been  reduced  in  1821,  to  seven  com- 
%var  is  over.]  The  Madisonian  had  got  up  a  war  cry.  panics  of  infantry,  and  four  of  artillery.  In  1832, 
It  appeared  to  him  there  was  alv.'ays  a  war  cry  rais-  one  regiment  of  rangers  was  enlisted  for  the  Black 
ed  when  an  army  bill  or  a  navy  bill  was  up.  If  we  j  Hawk  war.  In  1833,the  first  regiment  of  dragoons  was 
were  to  hare  a  viar  with  Great  Britain,  the  most ;  created  to  supply  their  place.  In  183fi,  the  Florida 
powerful  nation  on  earth,  6,000  men  would  not  be  a  I  war  breaking  out,  10,000  volunteers  were  authorised, 
single  ffea-bite.  In  his  opinion  the  prospect  of  war  i  and  an  additional  regiment  of  dragoons  was  raised, 
had  all  passed  over.  But  suppose  we  were  to  have  with  the  express  provision  that  it  should  be  disbaiid- 
war,  we  must  resort  for  defence  to  the  bone  and  I  ed,  as  soon  as  the  public  interest  would  permit  it. 
sinew  of  the  country — to  the  militia,  who  were  to  be  I  As  the  Florida  war  is  now  ended,  there  is  no  pro- 
relied  on  to  sustain  tlie  honor  ||and  character  of  this  priety  in  keeping  it  longer  in  service.  The  emer 
nation.  "       '  ■*  '  "'      '^ 


army  of  1821  was  large  enough.  He  wished  to  see 
the  army  reduced  to  the  standard  of  1821.  We  have 
no  use  for  so  large  a  corps  of  staff  officers.  By  re- 
ducing the  rank  and  file,  the  line  officers  can  be  ea- 
ily  spared  for  staff  duty.  The  companies  should  be 
reduced  to  fifty  men  each.  He  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  modified,  and  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Mien,  of  Maine,  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  hoped  no  reduction  would  be  made  with- 
out some  systemized  plan  toefi'ect  it.  Why  not  pro- 
pose a  corresponding  reduction  of  the  fortifications 
and  military  academy?  Mr.  A.  was  in  favor  of  a 
small  hut  efficient  army,  and  thought  the  time  un- 
propitious  for  rediiction. 

Mr.  McKay  said  it  Was  competent  in  the  house  to 
reduce  the  army  at  any  time,  and  the  constitution 
expressly  provided,  that  no  appropriation  should  be 
made  for  more  than  two  years,  and  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  army  constantly  and  completely 
under  the  control  of  congress.  In  Great  Britain  it 
was  every  year.  He  though  this  amendment  would 
not  accomplish  the  object  of  its  mover,  but  would 
be  mischievous,  would  repeal  the  acts  of  1833,  '36, 
and  '38,  adding  new  regiments,  also,  the  act  estab- 
lishing the  ordnance  corps  which  in  1821  had  been 
merged  in  with  the  artillery,  but  in  1823,  had  been 
separated  and  charged  with  the  care  of  the  arsenals, 
&c.  iMr.  McK.  adverted  to  the  report  of  the  secreta- 
ry on  the  Florida  war,  and  stated,  that  if  ended, 
tliere  would  be  no  necessity  for  keeping  the  army  on 
a  war  footing;  and  also  eulogised  the  report  of  Mr. 
Calhoun  which  spoke  of  the  difference  between  a 
peace  and  war  establishment.  Mr.  McR.  was  in 
favor  of  preserving  the  officers  and  reducing  the  pri- 
vates. He  had  voted  for  the  increase  in  1833  to 
prevent  a  much  larger  increase  proposed  in  the  se- 
nate. Mr.  McK.  here  animadverted  upon  what  he 
considered  abuses  in  the  army  on  the  subject  of  dou- 
ble rations,  and  having  yielded  to  a  motion  of  Mr. 
C.  Johnsmi,  the  committee  rose. 

Mr.  Cross  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  aff'airs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  complete  the  survey  and  demar- 
cation of  the  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
republics  of  Mexico  and  Texas  to  the  South  Sea,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  3d  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits,  conclud- 
ed between  the  United  Slates  and  king  of  Spain,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
and  subsequently  recognised  and  admitted  by  the 
said  republics  of  Mexico  and  Texas. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesd.\y,  May  25.  Mr.  Coiven,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  reported  a  resolution  prohibiting 
claimants,  who,ie  claims  have  been  rejected,  from 
again  bringing  them  before  congress  for  action  ex- 
cept under  certain  specified  conditions. 

Mr.  Mams  expressed  his  doubts  as  to  the  proprie- 
ty, if  not  the  constitutionality,  of  the  rule.  Its  ten- 
dency was  to  restrict  still  further  than  the  house  had 
yet  thought  proper  to  restrict,  the  right  of  petition. 
It  was  in  substance  a  resolution  that,  v/hen  there  had 
once  been  a  refusal  to  grant  the  prayer  of  a  petition, 
the  claimant  should  not  have  the  right  to  come 
again. 

Mr.  Cotrcii  suggested  to  Mr.  Mams  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution  pointed  out  a  mode  in  which 
the  claim  might  again  come  before  congress. 
The  resolution  lies  over  for  debate. 
Mr.  Bmcslcr,  from  the  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  senate  entitled  "an  act  de- 
claring the  assent  of  congress  to  the  state  of  Illinois 
to  impose  a  tax  upon  all  lands  hereafter  sold  by  the 
United  Slates  in  that  state,  from  and  after  the  time 
of  such  sale,"  reported  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  the  bill  ought  to  be  passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Meriwether,  from  the  committee  on  public  ex- 
penditures, made  an  additional  report  in  relation  to 
the  expenditures  for  the  improvement  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  particularly  in  relalion  lo  the  conduct 
and  accounts  of  Capt.  Talcott,  superintendent  of  that 
work.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing bills,  viz: 

A  bill  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  fede- 
ral government. 


gency  calling  for  it  is  over,  and  il  should  no  longer  \     A  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  navy,  lo  re- 
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peal  the  act  of  March  3,  1837,  providing  for  the  more 
equal  distribution  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  and  to 
reduce  the  navy  to  a  peace  establishment. 

A  bill  to  reduce  the  military  establishment  of  the 
United  Slates  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  regulating  the  payment  of  expenses  accruing 
on  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports. 

Which  said  bills  Mere  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  commitlcd  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Hudson,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be 
required  to  investigate  the  frauds  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  in  Arkansas,  or  elsewhere,  upon  the 
Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  or  otlier  Indians,  and  report 
the  result  of  their  investigation  to  the  house  of  repre 
senlatives  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

AVhich  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  .Mams,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
moved  that  the  31st  day  of  iVIay  be  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  claims  of  certam  American  citizens  fur  spo- 
liations committed  on  their  commerce  prior  to  July, 
1800. 

Mr.  Cashing  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion, which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  86  nays  to  83  yeas. 

The  house  then  resumed  in  committee  (Mr.  Un- 
derwood o{  Ky.  in  the  chair)  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  army. 

Mr.  Jl/iAViy,  (who  "held  the  fi"or  from  yesterday), 
resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

He  said,  that,  at  the  time  the  committee  rose  last 
evening,  he  was  speaking  of  the  pay  of  ofiicersof  the 
army.  Mr.  McK.  read  from  documents  to  show  that, 
in  the  course  of  eight  months,  in  the  year  1S33,  ge- 
neral Scott  received  (including  his  allowance  as  com- 
missioner) $3,190,  [the  items  of  which  Mr.  McK. 
read]  Ho  disclaimed  having  made  the  rel'erence 
with  any  view  to  impeach  the  legality  or  propriety 
of  the  allowances;  that  might  become  a  question  for 
future  consideration. 

The  allowances  made  to  officers  were  contingent, 
and  necessarily  fluctuating.  It  was  a  very  remarka- 
ble fact  that  many  of  these  allov.-ances  were  depen- 
dent wh'illy  on  executive  discretion.  Congress,  in- 
stead of  having  performed  its  plain  and  proper  duty, 
had  delegated  it  to  the  executive.  Mr.  McK.  refer- 
red to  the  regulations  as  to  the  relative  number  of 
rooms  allowed  to  the  officers  at  their  quarters  under 
the  acts  of  1821  and  1825,  showing  that  unnecessary 
expenses  were  incurred  for  this  object,  and  economy 
should  be  introduced.  He  also  referred  to  the  fact 
that,  by  existing  regulations,  the  commanding  officers 
were  allowed  for  transportation  of  their  baggage  10 
cents  per  mile,  and  if  accompanied  by  a  servant  18 
cents;  and  all  other  ofiicers  were  allowed  10  cents 
per  mile.  Under  the  regulation  of  1829,  the  otBcers 
were  allowed  $2  per  cwt.  of  their  baggage  for  every 
100  miles.  Now,  the  allowance  was  made,  whether 
any  baggage  was  transported  or  not.  For  the  last 
four  years  the  amount  paid  for  the  transportation  of 
officers'  baggage  alone,  not  including  those  officers  in 
charge  of  public  works,  harbors,  rivers,  &.e.  had  va- 
ried from  jjGO.OOO  to  gi77,000  and  *80,000  per  year. 

He  had  in  his  remarks  of  yesterday  alluded  to  the 
double  allowance  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  act  of  1818,  made  to  officers  in 
charge  of  bureaus  here.  That  act,  he  contended, 
should  be  repealed. 

To  come  back  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  as  modified  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  providing  that  the  army  should  he 
brought  down  to  the  number  existing  in  1821.  He 
thousht  it  proposed  too  radical  a  change,  and  he  had 
indicated  how  it  ought  to  be  modified.  Mr.  McK. 
then  od'ered  the  following  amendment: 

Prcvidtd,  That  the  recruling  service  shall  cease 
until  the  nundjer  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  in  the  various  companies  of  the  several  ar- 
tillery and  infantry  regiments  shall  be  reduced  by 
death,  expiration  of  term  of  service,  and  such  dis- 
charges as  the  president  may  from  lime  to  time  di- 
rect, to  the  number  fixed  by  the  act  entitled,  "an 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  military  establishment  of 
the  United  States,"  approved  March  2,  1821:  Jiud 
provided  furUier,  That  no  part  of  this  appropriation 
shall  be  applied  after  the  30th  September  next  to 
the  payment  uf  the  regiment  of  dragoons  established 
and  authorised  by  the  act  of  23J  May,  1836. 

Mr.  Cave  Johiumn  signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
amendment  as  a  subatilute  for  his,  (Mr.  J's)  proposi- 
tion. 

And  the  question  being  then  on  the  substitute,  Mr. 
McKaij  continued.  The  grand  aggregate  of  the  army 
now  was  12,539.  If  this  amendment  were  adopted 
it  would  not  effect  a  reduction  instantaneously,  but 
Would  reduce  the  number  finally  to  8,0.39.  It  pro- 
posed liiat  tlie  reduction  .should  be  gradual.    Ue 


himself" greatly  preferred  that  the  regiment  of  dra- 
goons should  be  continued  in  service,  but  bad  made 
his  amendment  in  the  only  form  the  gentleman  would 
accept  it. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  reduce  the  number  of 
non-commissioned  officers  ultimately,  and  to  keep 
those  now  in  service  until  their  term  of  enlistment 
expired.  If  the  amendment  were  adopted,  it  would 
imply  an  opinion  that  the  existing  negotiations  would 
terminate  favorably,  but,  at  the  same  time,  they 
would  show  that  we  were  prepared  for  the  worst 
by  maintaining  the  army  in  its  existing  form. — 
He  had  a  very  important  table,  showing  the  gradual 
i:irrease  in  the  expenses  of  the  army  from  1893  to 
the  present  time.  He  would  not  detain  the  commit- 
tee by  going  through  it,  as  he  should  ask  the  house 
to  have  it  printed.  Any  gentleman  who  wanted  to 
look  into  the  subject  would  see  by  this  table  how  it 
had  happened  that  the  army  had  increased  from  1897 
to  this  time,  annually,  and  the  items  themselves. 

Mr.  Fillmnre  raised  a  point  of  order.  The  chair- 
nian  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in  order.  Mr. 
Ciishing  appoalel.     The  house  sustained  the  decision 


of  the  chair  by  a  vote  of  70  to  52;  and  the  question 
recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment;  Mr.  Fill- 
more  quoted  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  army  that  sixteen  regiments  would 
be  the  minimum  reqnisit 
the  incursion  of  Indian  tribe 


country  had  recently  been  told  from  all  quarters.  It 
had  been  insisted,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  that  Lord  Aslihiirton  and  Mr.  Web-^ter  would 
bring  all  our  disputes  to  an  amicable  arrangement; 
hut  no  soiner  was  this  army  bill  brought  into  the 
house,  and  a  word  said  about  reduction,  than  the  ad- 
ministration organ  came  out  with  rumors  of  a  war. 
That  paper  should  certainly  have  been  the  last  to 
soun  1  the  tocsin. 

Like  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Aiiims),  Mr.  G.  had  for  years  wat.'ihed  the  in- 
crease of  the  army  with  astonishment  and  alarm. 
Mr.  G.  here  went  into  a  detail  (several  limes  repeat- 
ed during  the  debate)  of  the  successive  augmenta- 
tions of  the  army  by  different  acts  of  congress.  He 
did  this,  he  said,  to  show  by  what  rapid  strides  our 
military  force  had  been  augmented.  He  denied  that 
there  was  any  just  ground  of  alarm  at  this  time,  and 
considered  the  war  rumor  as  [gotten  up  merely  to  have 
a  bearing  upon  the  present  bill.  i\Ir.  G.  however, 
admitted  that  the  amendment  proposed  was  liable  to 
some  objections.  It  seemed  to  be  crude  and  undigest- 
ed, and  be  v,'as   not  willing  to  be  considered  as  com- 


tted  to  vole  for  i 

He  adverted  to  the  number  of  desertions  which 
had  occurred,  and  quoted  appropriations  of  one  hun- 
dred thousnnd  dollars  at  a  time  to  cover  the  effects  of 
tanding  guard  against ,  them.     If  the  army  was  reorganized,  some  provision 
dden  invasion  bv    ought  to  be  made  to  guard  against  this  source  of  ex- 


a  foreien  foe;  and  next  read  that  of  the  secretary  of  penditur 
war  that  an  addition  of  at  least  two  regiments  would  j  Mr.  G.  concluded  by  adverting  to  the  change  of 
be  required  for  the  manning  of  the  forts  on  our  At-  ,  views  on  the  part  of  uentlemen  who  now  so  valo- 
lantic  and  Western  frontier.  In  confirmation  of  this  ,  rously  advocated  a  reduction  of  the  army  from  the 
opinion  Mr.  F.  referred  to  a  statement  made  at  the;  time  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  recommended  its  en- 
extra  session  that  some  of  the  fortifications,  after  I  largement.  and  they  had  with  difficulty  responded  to 
having  been  completed  at  the  cost  of  government, '  bis  call.  The  gentleman  from  North  ("Carolina  himself 
had  fallen  into  dilapidation  for  want  ofa  single  man  to;  bad  voted  for  the  increase  in  1838,  and  had  also  voted 
take  care  of  them.  j  an  appropriation  of  $89,000  for  increase  of  rations, 

Mr.  Pendleton  said  that  the  military  committee  though  he  now  so  vigorously  denounced  abuses  on 
had  directed  him  to  say  that  they  could  not  recom- j  this  subject.  His  eye  had  accidentally  fallen  upon 
mend  the  adopti(m  of  the  pending  amendment.  [  a  vote  in  the  negative  on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 

Mr.  Gogg-in  here  interposed,  and  considered  it  his '  passage  of  that  bill,  and  amang  the  nays  he  found 
duty,  as  the  statement  just  made  was  calculated  to  '  the  name  of  "James  J.  McKay" — he  presumed  the 
have  some  weight  with  this  committee,  to  state  that  same  gentleman  who  now  moved  the  amendment, 
there  had   been  but  five  members  present,  and  they    [A  laugh] 

were  divided  three  to  two.  [      He  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  was  disposed  to  rely 

Mr.  Pendleton  considered  the  interruption  as  whol-  1  ^n  the  militia  for  our  defence;  was  opposed  to  any 
ly  unnecessary.  The  gentleman  could  not  suppose  increase  of  the  army,  and  most  decidedly  in  favor  of 
he   intended  "to   conceal   such  a   fact,  or  make  any  ■  its  reduction. 

statement  with  a  view  to  deceive.  He  had  no  pur-  Mr.  Ciis/iing  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the 
pose  to  produce  an  impression  that  the  military  com-  committee  ri-.e,  which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  com- 
mittee had   been   unanimous:  on   the  contrary,  they   mi'l^R  fose. 

had  been  as  equally  divided  in  opinion  as  it  was  pos-  j  Mr.  Brockway,  on  leave  given,  from  the  select  com- 
sible.  '  miltee  to  whom  the  subject  hod  been  referred,  re- 
Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to  submit  the  reasons  which  '  ported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
prevailed  with  him  to  oppose  the  amendment.  He '  tion  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Cap- 
adverted  to  the  great  extent  of  our  frontier,  to  its,  tain  Nathan  Hale,  of  Connecticut.  Read  twice  and 
exposed  condition,  and  especially  to  the  large  forces  committed.  The  house  then  adjourned, 
collected  on  the  other  side  of  our  whole  northern  I  Thursday,  M.iv  97.  Mr.  Loivell  presented  a  pe- 
boundary — a  force  more  than  double  the  whole  num-  j  tjtion  from  citizens  of  Bucksport,  Maine,  praying  a 
U.I           .  _r         r                           check  of  the  introduction  of  wood,  spars,  &c.  from 


bcr  of  our  army — while  most  of  our  fortresses  were 
destitute  even  of  men  sufficient  to  protect  them  from 
the  injuries  of  the  weather.  Mr.  P.  next  referred 
to  the  growing  interest  of  our  citizens  in  the  region 
west  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  This  was  getting  to 
be  so  large  that  government  would  be,  before  long, 
under  the  necessity  of  asserting  our  rights  there,  and 
providing  protection  for  our  people. 

In  reply  to  what  Mr.  McKay  had  urged  on  the 
subject  of  abuses  in  the  army,  Mr.  P.  argued  that 
these  furnished  no  ground  to  conclude  that  the  army 
ought  therefore  to  be  diminished  in  size.  If  these 
abuses  existed,  let  them  be  corrected;  but  what  had 
this  to  do  with  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  our 
forces? 

[Mr.  J\]cKay  said  be  had  not  urged  it  as  an  argu- 
ment for  reduction.] 

Mr.  Pendleton  continued.  If  the  reduction  must 
be  made,  let  it  be  done  on  some  regular  and  well  di- 
gested system,  so  that  each  arm  of  our  military  es- 
tablishment might  bear  its  due  proportiim.  Mr.  P. 
suggested  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  the  expediency  of  postponing  the  present 
bill,  say  for  one  week,  and  taking  up  the  bill  report- 
ed this  morning  to  reduce  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Gog^in  could  not  admit  that  the  endorsement 
by  the  military  committee  of  the  propriety  of  re- 
taining the  army  in  its  present  condition  had  any 
more  weight  than  the  opinion  of  an  equal  number  of 
other  members  of  the  house.  He  was,  with  such 
knowledge  as  he  did  possess  of  the  general  subject, 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  army;  he  had  waned 
against  its  increase,  at  home.  In  1838,  and  circum- 
stances had  since  shown  his  opinion  to  have  been 
correct,  and  if  there  was  no  necessity  of  increasing 
the  army  then,  there  surely  could  be  none  now. 

11  was  now  said  that  our  foreign  relations  remain 
unsettled,  and  that  we  might  have  sudden  use  for  our 
military  force.     This  was  quite  contrary  to  what  the 


;  Nova  Scotia  and  Brimswic;  also,  a  memorial  in  re- 
lation to  the  depressed  state  of  our  coosting  trade. 
Referred. 

Mr.  Levy  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  late 
Indian  murders  in  Florida,  and  after  commenting 
against  the  president's  late  message  in  relation  to  the 
Florida  war,  introduced  a  resolution  calling  for  the 
correspondence  between  the  commanding  general 
and  the  secretary  of  war.  His  resolution  was  first 
objected  to,  but  being  amended  by  him,  was  passed, 
limiting  the  call  to  January  1st  ult. 

Mr.  C.  .1.  Ftoydd  reported  a  bill  from  the  eommil- 
lee  on  territories  for  an  appropriation  to  fill  up  the 
grounds  along  the  sea  wall  at  St.  Augustine. 

Mr.  /.  C  Clark,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a  bill  on  subject  of  light-houses,  and  for  an 
additional  inspector  thereof. 

Mr.  Irvin  presented  proceedings  of  citizens  of 
Centre  count;.  Pa.  in  favor  of  protection  of  Ameri- 
can interests  against  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  ffall  moved  to  lake  up  the  resolution  based 
upon  the  memorial  of  Wm.  Wright,  in  relation  to 
frauds  of  the  couiinonwealth  bank  of  Boston,  that  a 
select  committee  for  inquiring  into  be  appointed, &c. 
It  was  amended  and  adopted. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up  in 
committee,  (Mr.  Undtncood  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  by  way  of  compromise,  and  to 
keep  the  army  at  its  present  actual  force,  offered  the 
t'ollowing  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  the  pending 
amendment: 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  this  amendment  shall 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  officers  or  privates 
hereafter  to  be  appointed  or  enlisted  beyond  the  num- 
ber now  actually  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cashing  said  the  real  question  was  whether 
we  would  proceed  to  make  a  great  reduction  of  the 
defences  of  Hie  country  by  sea  and  by  land.  Ho 
would  take  a  general  view  of  the  subject.     In  refe- 
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renoe  to  the.  avniv>  both  tho.  sr^cretary  of  war  and 
Gen.  Srott,  liad  rtTijinnu-mleii  an  aiisnip»i;(iif.ii  fn)';i 
14  to  16  regimcMiK,  in  Apnl  ]:v.~X  as  ^vell  a;  Decem- 
ber. Tlie  committee  on  mililarv  affairs  had  declar- 
ed against  a  reduction.  The  navy  appropriation  was 
reduced  in  a  hasty  way  and  by  precipitate  action; 
and  contrary  to  the  advicR  of  the  department;  and, 
also  of  the  naval  committee.  The  same  was  now 
proposed  in  respect  to  the  army.  Is  not  the  present 
an  ill  chosen  time  for  it.'  The  actual  attitude  of  our 
country  forbids  it.  He  did  not  intend  to  invite  or 
propagate  a  war  panic.  Mr.  C.  next  referred  to  re- 
lations with  Mexico, against  which  country  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  said  that  our  claims  were 
two  and  a  half  millions.  But  this  was  not  one-half 
the  case,  for  the  commissioners  had  not  yet  adjudi- 
cated upon  a  large  portion  of  the  claims.  Next,  Mi . 
C.  referred  to  our  relations  with  Great  Britain. 
With  her  we  had  three  boundary  questions,  the  north 
eastern,  northern  and  north  western.  There  were 
also  three  questions  of  honor  which  might  ultimate- 
ly resolve  themselves  into  questions  of  indemnity: 
the  question  of  the  Caroline,  the  Creole,  and  the  .Af- 
rican seizures.  There  were  two  other  questions,  one, 
the  great  maritime  question  of  the  liberty  of  the  seas; 
2dly,  whether  Great  Britain  by  act  of  parliament,  or 
the  five  great  powers  by  treaty  should  interpolate  in- 
to the  law  of  nations  the  universal  right  of  search. 
There  were  other  equally  grave  questions  of  com- 
mercial relations.  Without  considering  others, 
there  were  eight  grave  questions,  and  a  minister  spe- 
cial and  extraordinary  was  sent  here  to  negotiate 
them.  Great  Britain  was  taking  the  means  necessa- 
ry to  augment  and  support  her  army  and  navy. 
What  a  spectacle  do  we  present.  Instead  of  boldly 
imposing  the  requisite  taxes,  it  seems  to  be  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  are  to  disband  not  the  army,  but 
the  government  itself.  Would  not  Lord  .'Vshburton 
inquire,  "how  far  Great  Britain  can  insist  on  her 
claims.'  Mr.  C.  held  that  any  immediate  war  was 
not  only  not  to  be  anticipated,  hut  was  impo.ssible; 
for  in  our  present  attitude.  Great  Britain  can  do 
what  she  pleases.  Bjl  degradation  is  to  be  feared 
more  than  war.  This  reduction  was  being  made 
with  hot  haste,  and  without  proper  investigation  into 
its  requisite  details.  Our  state  of  peace  requires 
our  present  army.  It  is  no  war  question.  Our  navy 
was  positively  reduced  below  its  force  of  1841.  It 
was  an  error  to  suppose  it  was  merely  reduced  to  the 
force  of  1S41.  The  appropriation  for  that  year,  f  in- 
cluding of  August,  1841,)  was  in  all  §7,416,643.  For 
this  year  it  was  about  a  million  les-s.  And  now  a 
still  farther  reduction  was  proposed  in  the  budget  of 
bills  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  yester- 
day. We  v.'ill  have  but  a  small  portion  of  govern- 
ment standing  on  its  four  legs.  With  the  admitted 
uses  of  an  army  in  time  of  peace,  can  a  reduction 
be  made,  compatibly  with  the  public  interests.'  [t 
was  first  proposed  to  reduce  it  from  12,000  to  6,000, 
then  to  8,  and  then  to  1U,0(J0,  in  addition  to  which 
one  of  the  bills  proposed  a  farthar  reduction.  We 
have  la  soldiers  to  every  17,000  souls  in  tlie  Union, 
and  it  is  admitted  that  inilitiu  are  not  to  be  employ- j 
ed  to  garrison  our  forts.  The  idea  tiiat  a  military 
bureau  here  was  a  military  post,  was  complained  of  [ 
as  an  abuse;  but  why  then  had  not  the  gentleman  '. 
from  North  Carolina,  introduced  a  bill,  long  ago,  for 
its  reformation.  Why  did  he  not  now.'  His  long 
array  of  antiquated  abuses,  most  of  which  existed 
too  prior  to  the  law  of  182^,  were  calculated  to  pro- 
duce  a  bias  in  favor  of  reduction,  unless  the  house 
made  an  exact  analysis  of  their  pertinency  to  the 
question.  There  are  abuses  in  the  army,  and  there- 
fore, the  army  must  he  abolished!  Such  an  argu- 
ment would  abolish  this  house  also.  Our  troops 
were  nut  enough  to  mount  guard  on  the  frontier. 
They  could  scarcely  see  each  other;  it  was  one  man 
for  every  two  miles.  How  many  days  ago  v/as  it 
since  tliere  was  not  a  man  in  the  fort  at  Annapolis 
to  fire  a  gun  when  the  Warspite  landed  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton.  [dome  opponent  here  remarked  that  two  years 
ago  tliere  were  none  at  N.  York  to  return  a  salute.] 
Mr.  C.  here  adverted  to  the  decay  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, to  the  60,000  Indian  warriors  of  the  west,  and 
to  the  prDposilion  of  the  secretary  to  throw  some 
posts  in  advance  to  preserve  our  connexion  with  the 
Oregon.  But  e-xpenditiires  had  been  cut  down  to 
the  point  of  mere  existence  itself  It  was  resolved 
that  government  should  run  under  bare  poles.  The 
diplomatic  corps,  by  the  blessing  of  GoJ,  had  escap- 
ed safely  through  the  house:  but  all  the  contingen- 
cies of  the  departinCTits  had  been  refused  in  the  ap- 
propriation bills,  and  whether  they  would  pass  at  all, 
who  could  say?  They  had  been"  rejected  because 
there  were  not  two  laws  to  be  shown  for  them.  They 
had  the  sanction  of  law:  for  what  was  an  act  of  ap- 
propriation but  a  law  of  the  land?  The  prostration 
of  the  army  and  navy  v/as  of  a  piece  with  all  the 
rest.  The  dominant  party  could  not  escape  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  poiver,  and  need  not  expect  it.  The 


course  of  the  house  reminded  him  of  the  language 
of  (i.-5gan  and  Goijcril,  in  Suakspeare's  immortal 
play: 

"What?  fifty  followers? 

Is  it  not  well?  what  should  you  need  of  more? 

Yea,  or  so  many?  with  that  both  charge  and  danger 

Speak'gainst  so  great  a  number.     *     »     » 
Whaf  must  I  come  to  you 

With  five  and  twenty,  Regan?  said  you  so? 
Regan.  And  speak  it  again,  my  lord:  no  more  with  me. 
Gnnenl.     *      *        Hear  me,  my  lord: 

What  need  you  five  and  twenty.' — ten? — or  five.> 
Re^an.  What  need  one?" 

This  seemed  to  be  much  like  the  argument  of  the 
democrats  of  the  house.     [.\  laugh.] 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  aware  that  this  movement  to 
reduce  both  the  army  and  navy  was  connected  with 
the  tariir  question;  and  that  it  was  prompted,  in 
part,  by  the  fear  of  laying  taxes  and  passing  an  ade- 
quate revenue  law. 

.Mr  C.  insisted  that  it  was  wrong  to  destroy  the 
government  to  save  money,  or  to  cripple  the  govern- 
ment to  save  money.  It  was  not  economy,  but  ulti- 
mately must  turn  out  to  be  the  most  wasteful  extra- 
vagance. If  gentlemen  humbled  the  nation  before  a 
foreign  government — if  they  said  to  Great  Britain 
you  may  tread  upon  us,  you  may  spit  on  us,  but  we 
are  afraid  to  vote  taxes — must  it  not  lead  to  a  slate 
of  things  producing  such  an  irritation  in  the  public 
mind  as  to  render  war  m  the  end  but  the  more  pro- 
bable? In  this  view  the  present  course  seemed  to 
him  as  any  thing  but  true  economy.  And,  besides, 
did  not  gentlemen  perfectly  well  know  that,  if  they 
pressed  this  thing  so  far,  there  must  necessarily  come 
a  tremendous  reaction?  Gentlemen  might,  in  this 
whirlwind  of  so-called  retrenchment  and  reform,  re- 
duce all  the  branches  of  the  public  expenditure  to 
the  last  possible  minimum;  they  might  run  a  hori- 
zontal section  through  the  entire  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  cut  off  at  a  blow  whatever  sum  peep- 
ed above  it;  but  all  men  of  sense  and  experience 
could  not  but  well  know  that  a  tremendous  and  de- 
structive reaction  must  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. The  people  would  not  bear  it.  The  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  would  resist  and  repel  it; 
there  would  be  a  renovation,  a  recreation  of  all  that 
had  been  destroyed.  The  public  indignation  would 
clear  away  the  chaos  of  ruins,  and  build  in  its  place 
a  nev/ creation,  greater  perhaps  and  more  magnifi- 
cent. These  dilapidations  must  be  paid  for,  and  far 
more  money  would  be  needed  than  if  the  govern- 
ment had  been  properly  supplied  with  suitable  and 
necessary  means. 

This  operation  would  show  how  much  easier  a 
thing  it  was  to  pull  down  than  to  build  up  again. 
The  navy  was  like  a  beautiful  tree:  a  very  short 
operalion  laid  it  low,  but  a  long  time  would  be  re- 
quisite before  it  could  grow  up  to  its  former  beauty. 
Gentlemen  acted  as  if  they  wielded  the  power  of 
omnipotence,  and  had  but  to  say  "let  it  be,"  and  all 
would  be  created.  But  this  was  an  impracticability; 
and  so  they  would  find  it.  lie  protested  now,  be- 
forehand, against  this  work  of  demolition  and  de- 
struction. 

Mr.  Gidiicr  concurred  with  much  that  Mr.  C.  had 
said,  and  with  his   general    principles  as   laid  down, 
but   the   deductions   he    (.\Ir.    G)  drew  from  them 
were    in  favor  of  retrenchment  and   reform.     This 
dreaded  "tempest  of    retrenchment"  would  not  pro- 
duce such  general  desolation    and  ruin  as  he  had  ap- 
prehended.    The   effect   would  be,  not  ruin,  but  re- 
j  novation,  recreation,  from  the  ruins  of  a  long  abuse. 
t      It  was  not  proposed  to  cut  down  the  tree,  either  of 
I  liberty  or   law;  but    merely  to  lop  off  some  decayed 
i  piid  useless  branches;  not  to  touch  the  root,  but  only 
to  cause  its  shade  to  spread  the  wider  over  the  rights 
;  and  liberties  of  the  country,  so   that  we  might  sit  in 
I  security  "under   our  own  vine   and  our  own  fig  tree, 
with   none    to    make  us   afraid."     The   gentleman's 
'  apprehensions    were  entirely  groundless.     The  gen- 
I  tieman   had  not   only  most    pathetically  adjured  the 
'  house,  but  had   resorted    to    the    power  of    poetry, 
!  and  very  beautifully  quoted    Shakspeare.     He   had 
I  presented  the   melancholy  spectacle  of  fallen  royal- 
I  ty,  reduced  by  his  own  folly  and  extravagance  to  de- 
I  pendence  on  unnatural   children;  and  had  given  the 
words  of  his  hard-hearted  daughter.     Mr.  G.  would 
!  answer  him  by  quoting,  in   reply,  the  words  of  Lear 
himself,  taking   the   liberty  of   changing   one  word 
that   could    not    be    spoken    here:    "Let   commerce 
thrive,    for   Lear  wants   soldiers."     Let    peace,  let 
commerce,  let   order,    let   economy  thrive,  for  the 
country  wanted   soldiers,  and   that  was   the   way  to 
get  them. 

Mr.  G.  had  followed  Ihe  remarks  of  his  friend 
from  Massachusetts  through  al!  that  part  of  his 
speech  which  referred  to  our  foreign  relations,  and 
had  listened  with  anxiety  to  discover  whether  the 
gentleman  had  any  information  which  .Mr.  G.  did  not 
possess  as   to  the   prospect  or  danger  of  a  foreign 


war.     For  he  would  answer  for  himself,  and  he  was 

s:;,-c  f.ir  ai;  others  en  thai  floor,  iha'  in  ease  of  Ihe 
approach  of  a  foreign  war  this  question  was  settled. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
amounted  to  this:  thaLrfill  those  who  desired  a  re- 
duction, either  in  the  army  or  the  naw,  were  ene- 
mies to  their  country,  and  were  opposed  to  national 
defences  in  time  of  war.  But  Mr.  G.  met  this  as  a 
peace  question,  as  the  gentleman  had  stated  it  to  be. 
He  adverted  to  our  unsettled  claim's  on  Mexico;  but 
had  he  advised  war  with  that  power?  He  had  not; 
but  he  thought  it  might  be  expedient  to  "menace" 
Mexico  as  a  means  of  obtaining  what  was  our  due. 
To  menace  Mexico?  Mexico  require  the  U.  States 
to  put  on  her  armor?  Why  one  would  have  thought 
that  the  menace  had  come  from  the  other  side,  and 
that  we  must  keep  up  a  respectable  army  lest  Mexi- 
co should  invade  u^ — one  of  the  most  imbecile  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  earth! 

But  the  gentleman  had  alluded  also  to  questions  of 
aegotiation  between  this  government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain — a  power  in  the  opposite  extreme — - 
the  most  formidable  nation  on  the  globe,  and  one 
who  seemed  to  be  stretching  her  arms  fast  around  it. 
But,  though  she  was  thus  powerful,  she  was  not 
likely  to  be  easily  provoked  into  a  war  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  any  slight  considerations. 

The  cry  of  retrenchment  and  reform  there  had 
risen  up  till  it  had  reached  the  throne  itself:  the  de- 
mand was  not  only  heard  in  parliament,  but  at  the 
council  board.  She  was  in  no  condition  to  desire  a 
war  with  the  United  States.  Nor  did  we  desire  such 
a  collision  mo-e  than  she.  The  two  nations  were  of 
kindred  origin,  and  were  bound  by  a  thousand  ties  of 
;  mutual  interest.  Besides,  the  time  was  past  when 
the  masses  of  men  in  two  friendly  nations  would 
suffer  a  handful  of  politicians  to  plunge  them  need- 
lessly in  mutual  destruction.  Should  any  danger 
arise,  England  would  be  threatened  by  it  quite  as 
much  as  we,  and  Mr.  G.  threw  out  these  remarks  in 
no  spirit  of  menace;  far  from  it;  but  merely  in  il- 
lustration of  the  position  that  considerations  of  jus- 
tice, of  policy,  and  of  mutual  interest  afforded  suffi- 
cient guaranty  for  a  long  continuance  of  amicable 
relations  with  that  formidable  power. 

He  would  now  turn  to  more  satisfactory  subjects 
of  contemplation — to  mutual  peace,  mutual  com- 
merce, mutual  prosperity.  There  was  no  need  of 
putting  the  army  on  a  war  establishment.  Could  any 
body  imagine  that  an  army  of  12,500  men  was  go- 
ing to  alarm  Great  Britain — a  government  with  a 
standing  army  far  exceeding  1()0,UOO  men,  brave, 
I  well  diseif.tined,  well  appointed,  veteran  troops?  It 
'  was  amusing  to  think  of  gentlemen  talking  about 
keeping  up  our  army  to  its  present  size  as  a  protec- 
tion ag:iinst  British  aggressions.  Our  little  army 
I  were  not  going  to  scare  a  man  or  a  woman  either  in 
Great  Britain  or  in  Mexico.  No,  no;  if  war  must 
come,  our  resources  were  not  in  this  army  of  twelve 
thousand  men.  They  were  scarce  sufiicient  for  the 
nucleus  round  which  to  congregate  our  forces — 
scarcely  a  first  platoon,  a  marching  division  to  repel 
an  invading  enemy  under  British  officers, 
j  We  must  rely  upon  our  people — upon  the  militia 
of  the  land.  This  was  our  real  reliance  at  all  times. 
The  entire  spirit  and  services  of  our  institutions — 
prejudices,  if  you  please,  the  honest  ninnly  preju- 
dices of  our  people,  were  all  decidedly  against 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace.  And  had  not  ail 
'.  our  previous  history  justified  us  in  looking  tg  tie 
;  militia  as  our  right  arm?  How  many  of  our  glo- 
rious fields  had  been  won  by  militia  ibrces?  'I'he 
regular  army  could  not  defend  us,  it  could  serve  to 
stand  on  the  right  and  let  the  militia  dress  by  its  co- 
lumns. Our  staff  was  sufficient  to  the  command  of 
an  army  of  50.000  men.  With  such  a  provision  cf 
military  departments,  and  with  such  officers,  it 
would  be  ea-sy  to  fill  up  the  ranks  whenever  the 
country  was  seriously  threatened.  In  the  last  war 
we  began  with  a  mere  handful,  yet  we  came  out  of 
the  contest  covered  with  glory.  The  practic;.! 
question  was,  what  force  ought  to  be  retained  as  a 
peace  establishment?  Mr.  G.  sought  not  to  cripple 
the  government — not  to  push  rotrenchment  to  Ihe 
injury  of  the  public  service.  To  injure  the  goverr.- 
ment  was  necessarily  to  injure  the  people.  He  was 
aware  that  General  Scott  had  recommended  that  the 
army  be  augmented  by  two  additional  regiments,  be- 
sides a  corps  of  sappers  and  miners.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  support  thatrecommen- 
datioii?  Not  at  all,  nor  had  any  other  member:  it 
seemed  to  be  conceded,  by  general  consent,  that  no 
increase  was  at  present  expedient. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the  ar- 
my could  not  with  propriety  be  diminished.  If  hs 
could  make  out  a  fair  case  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  be  bound  to  go  with  him 
in  voting  for  reduction. 

The  gentleman  had  said  tliat  no  gentleman  had  yet 
attempted  to  answer  the   argument  of  tlie  secretary 
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of  war,  suhmitted  in  his  report.  Mr.  G.  should  ar- 
t;ue  the  question  on  the  admi^Mfins  of  the  se.-retary 
hiiijseU".  Tlie  secretary  adinilteil  it  seems  that  the 
Florida  war  was  over,  or  at  all  events  that  no  more 
than  two  regiments  (1,600  men)  need  be  retained 
tberc,  out  of  the  5,212  men  now  there.  That  would 
leave  3,619  men  to  he  disposed  of.  In  the  eastern 
military  division  there  were  33  posts  (twenty  with 
out  any  troops)  containing  2,486  men;  in  the  west- 
ern 17  posts  with  2,176  men.  In  all  the  posls  there 
were  4,662  men.  The  total  military  force  then,  was, 
with  the  Florida  army,  9,874  men,  besides  1,000  statT, 
musicians,  non-combatants,  &,c.  making  10,874.  Its 
nominal  force  was  12,539  supposing  all  the  ranks 
filled.  Was  the  gentleman  in  favor  of  manning  and 
gunning  every  post  throughout  the  union,  of  keeping 
up  in  peace  such  a  force  as  would" be  needed  in  war. 
No  man,  he  presumed,  dreamed  of  this.  Much  has  al- 
ready been  appropriated  for  fortifications,  and  he  was 
willing  to  allow  4,000  men  for  the  eastern  and  4.000 
for  the  western  division,  thus  increasing  the  one  1,824 
men,  and  the  other  1,514.  Mr.  G.  adverted  to  the 
character  of  the  western  people  and  the  improve- 
ments and  facilities  of  communication  there,  as  an 
argument  that  4,000  would  be  amply  sufficient  for 
tlie  western  division.  These  improvements  in  the 
facilities  of  commerce,  he  said,  were  the  arts  of 
peace,  which  had  thus  silently  prepared  for  war. 
They  seemed  intended  by  inscrutable  wisdom  to 
teach  man  that  peace  was  his  true  policy  and  his 
real  happiness.  War,  after  all,  when  calmly  consi- 
dered, was  but  a  vulgar  and  brutal  employment:  it 
was  an  accomplishment  in  which  the  brute  far  exceed- 
ed the  bravest  man  that  ever  had  lived  or  died.  He 
did  not  mean  to  disparage  military  science  or  milita- 
ry fame:  but  was  it  not  true  that  .lulius  CiEsar  him- 
self was  but  a  coward,  a  mere  poltroon,  by  the  side 
of  a  game  cock  or  a  bull  dog?  It  was  peace  and 
Tirtue  which  adorned  and  blessed  human  society, 
and  brought  man  nearer  to  a  resemblance  of  his 
Maker. 

it  had  sometimes  been  said,  as  well  in  the  house 
as  out  of  it,  that  we  were  but  badly  prepared  for 
war.  Mr.  G.  could  not  subscribe  to  that  sentiment; 
peace  I  ad  better  prepared  us  for  it  than  we  had  ever 
been  before.  The  introduction  of  steam  conveyan- 
ces had  changed  the  entire  face  of  the  country,  and 
a  v/hole  company  of  men  might  now  be  transported, 
armed,  from  place  to  place,  at  little  more  cost  and 
in  far  less  time  than  a  single  barrel  of  flour  could 
during  the  last  war.  Peace  had  thus  fortified  the 
country,  and  had  thus  enabled  us  safely  to  reduce 
our  ariTiy,  and  thereby  consult  economy;  which  JMr. 
G.  held  to  be  as  much  the  duty  of  government  as  of 
indiviiiuals.  Extravagance  was  often  the  cause  of 
injustice. 

It  would  be  perceived  that  he  thus  proposed  to 
keep  the  army  on  a  peace  establishment  of  8,000 
men,  which  would  be  a  saving  of  4,513  from  its  pre- 
sent number.  He  considered  this  as  a  pretty  large 
saving,  a  reduction  calculated  perhaps  to  startle  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  That  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  the  growling  of  John  iiull  always  in 
his  ears;  he  trembled  at  the  indignation  of  Mexico, 
and  was  for  keeping  every  man  in  pay.  But,  if 
8,000  men  were  sufficient,  why  attempt  to  keep  up  a 
war  establishment  in  time  of  peace;  If  we  were  to 
have  war,  did  gentlemen  suppose  that  an  army  of 
40,000  men  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  tlie  hostile 
forces  wilh  which  Great  Britain  would  assail  us?  No 
imn  could  believe  it  for  a  moment.  Repeating  his 
disclaimer  of  any  extensive  acquaintance  with  mili- 
tary subjects,  and  his  readiness  to  yield  to  the  great- 
er knowledge  and  experience  of  other  gentlemen, 
Mr.  G.  concluded  the  first  division  of  hii  speech,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TtUi7iglimt,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  progress,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Fridav,  Mat  27.  Mr.  Pendleton,  on  leave  given, 
from  the  committee  on  military  all'airs,  made  a  re- 
port upon  the  establishment  of  a  chain  of  military 
posts  from  council  Bluffs  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  establish  two  additional  military 
posts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PentUeton,  the  bill  was  referred 
to  the  eommittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and,  wilh  the  accompanying  report,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanlij,  5,000  extra  copies  of  the 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

iMr.  IC.  B.  Campbell  oflcred  the  following; 

licsoh'eil,  That  the  conmiittccon  military  affairs  he 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  reduction 
of  theregularanny  and  in  the  following  manner:  That 
each  company  of  cavalry  and  Infantry  berediiced  to 
fifty  men,  rank  and  file,  and  that  the  second  regiment 
of  dragoons  be  disbanded  by  the  1st  of  January,  1743. 
That  said  bill  shall  alio  provide  hit  reducing  the 
number  and  the  pay  of  the  start'  officers  of  the  al'iuy 
and  the  ordnance  and  two  engineer  corps  to  their 
number  and  pay  previous  to  the  act  of  the  olh  July, 


1838,  and  tor  equalizing  the  pay  for  all  officers  of  the 
same  grads  in  the  various  cor[>5  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment; also,  for  the  abolition  or  reduction  of  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Toluml,  it  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

After  the  transaction  of  private  business  the  house 
adjourned. 

Satdrdat,  M.ay  28.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  letter,  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Bostod,  May  25,  1842. 

Sir:  Finding  myself  compelled,  by  very  serious 
illness  in  my  family,  to  abandon  the  hope  of  return- 
ing to  congress  at  the  present  session,  I  have  this  day 
resigned  my  seat,  and  have  communicated  the  fact  to 
the  executive  of  the  commonwealth.  I  am,  with  very 
true  regard,  your  friend  and  servant, 

ROBT.  C.  WINTHROP. 

The  hon.  John  White, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  represeiitatives,  U.  S. 

The  speaker  laid  before  tlie  house: 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  rf  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting, the  information  required  in  relation  to  the 
payments  made  to  James  D.  Doty,  out  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  territories. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  23d  Fe- 
bruary last,  transmitting  tabular  statements  showing 
the  export  and  import  of  tobacco,  together  with  the 
import  into  Great  Britain,  and  estimates  of  the  con- 
sumption of  tobacco  in  the  United  States;  which  letter 
and  slatements  were  ordered  to  )ie  upon  the  table,  and 
5,000  extra  copies  thereof  to  be  printed. 

Also  two  letters  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  on 
the  subject  of  navy  pensions. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, to  which  had  been  referred  sundry  petitions 
praying  the  protection  of  American  labor  and  the 
promotion  of  reciprocal  commerce,  &c.  made  a  re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  re- 
solution and  bills. 

A  joint  resolution,  requiring  the  president  at  such 
times  as  he  shall  deem  advisable,  to  give  the  proper 
notice  for  terminating  such  treaties  with  European 
powers  as  have  established  the  privilege  of  importing 
on  equal  terms  other  articles  than  those  the  produce 
of  the  countries  in  whose  vessels  the  importations  are 
made. 

A  bill  to  establish  reciprocity  in  the  commercial 
regulations  of  the  United  States  in  their  intercourse 
with  British  colonial  ports. 

A  hill  to  alter  the  mode  of  admeasuring  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  other  vessels. 

Ijaid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  transaction  of 
private  business,  and  afterwards  adjourned.  j 

Monday,  May  30.  The  honorable  Thomas  J\I.  T. 
JMcKeitnan,  representative  elect  from  the  state  of: 
Pennsylvania,  vice  Joseph  Lawrence,  deceased,  ap- , 
peared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat.  i 

Mr.  Merriwether  asked  leave  to  ofliir  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  fur  information: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  commu- 
nicate to  this  house  all  orders  issued  to  the  several 
navy  yards  from  that  department  since  the  first  of 
May  instant,  in  reference  to  the  buildings,  equipping, 
fitting  out,  and  launching  of  vessels;  and  whether  any  j 
dismissals  have  been  made  since  the  first  of  May  In- 
stant, of  carpenters  and  ship-builders,  or  other  work- ' 
men,  at  said  yards;  and,  if  so,  for  what  cause,  and  the  j 
number,  and  what  increase  may  have  been  made  in  ' 
the  numher  of  said  workmen  at  any  time  since  the  ! 
first  of  January  last.  I 

The  resolution  was  objected  to,  but  the  rules  being  \ 
suspended,  it  was  adopted.  [ 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  then  resumed  in 
committee. 

The  pending  question  was  on  Mr.  Roosevelrs  amend- 
ment, to  Mr.  C.  Johnsnn^s  modified  amendment.         '  { 

Mr.  Gilmer  resumed.  He  reiterated  his  convic- 
tion that  there  was  no  cause  of  apprehension  for  war 
wilh  cither  Mexico  or  Great  Britain.  There  was  no 
feeling  of  hostility  entertained  by  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  Europe,  against  our  institutions.  There  i 
was  a  very  natural  hostility  on  the  part  of  (heir  go- ' 
vernmenls  however,  against  our  institutions,  and  that 
honlilily  was  transferred  to  some  extent  against  our 
people:  hut  the  distinction  between  the  people  of 
Europe,  and  the  governments  of  Europe,  was  be- 
coming wider  and  wider  every  day.  Willi  a  few 
exceptions  (he  was  happy  to  designate  France  as  one) 
it  was  their  interest  based  upon  the  doctrine  of  legi- 
timacy and  inheritance  of  power,  to  fosli^r  feelings 
of  hostility  against  the  government  of  the  United 
Stales.  But  the  day  was  past  when  the  people  of 
Europe  would  sympathise  with  that  hostility.  The 
lime  was  coining  when  the  energies  of  their  govern- 


ments would  be  required  to  prevent  the  progress  of 
reform  or  revolution  among  themselves.  The  beau- 
ty of  our  institutions  reflected  bark  the  deformity  of 
theirs;  and  when  the  people  of  Europe  should  com© 
to  understand  the  insidious  warfare  of  sowing  seeds 
of  discontent  and  disunion  amongst  us  carried 
on  by  her  interested  despotisms  they  would  not  be 
at  a  loss  to  know  their  true  position.  The  actual 
aggregate  of  the  United  States  army  was  .500  less 
than  he  had  erroneously  stated  it  the  other  day.  As 
to  the  Florida  war,  there  ought  to  be  an  end  to  it. 
He  was  in  favor  of  occupying  it  by  armed  settlers, 
letting  the  possession  of  the  land  be  the  reward  of 
their  expulsion  of  the  savages.  The  secretary  of 
war  had  proclaimed  the  war  ended.  The  delegate 
from  Florida  on  the  other  hand  proclaimed  it  "still 
beginning  never  ending."  He  Mr.  G.  was  not  in 
favor  of  concluding  it  by  appropriations  from  the 
treasury  for  standing  armies,  and  specified  the  reduc- 
tions that  might  be  made  in  each  department,  staff, 
engineers,  topographicals,  store-keepers,  artificers, 
line,  &c.  Mr.  G.  deprecated  standing  armies.  The 
people  themselves  were  our  properdefence.  Mr.  G. 
here  adverted  to  snme  of  the  abuses  of  the  army  the 
commutation  of  officers  subsistence  (extended  even 
to  the  military  acarlemy)  forage  for  horses,  double 
rations,  &c.  and  thought  no  department  called  so 
loudly  for  reform,  as  the  war  department  and  the 
army  in  its  ramifications.  He  was  no  enemy  to  the 
army  but  a  system  of  abuses  which  would  break  it 
down  ought  not  to  he  tolerated,  and  he  was  opposed 
to  irregular  pay.  He  was  for  cutting  off  every  spe- 
cies of  extra  and  irregular  allowance.  This  was  the 
case  in  the  navy  and  why  should  it  not  be  in  the 
army.  Commutation  if  absolutely  requisite  should 
be  fixed  in  amount  by  law.  Mr.  G.  specified  some 
of  the  abuses  of  which  he  complained.  He  would 
not  repeat  those  that  Mr.  McKay  had  adverted  to. 
On  the  face  of  this  bill,  he  would  call  attention  to  the 
items  "for  commutation  of  officers'  subsistence 
Jt 527, 961,"  "for  commutation  of  forage  for  officers' 
horses  §116,9771,"  "for  commutation  of  clothing  for 
officers'  servants  §80,240,"  "for  armament  of  fortifi- 
cations, including  salary  of  a  special  agent  to  attend 
at  Ihe  foundries  emploved  in  makingcannon,  150,OOU 
dollars,"  &c. 

:  These  were  abuses  in  his  opinion.  In  the  lattet 
item,  it  was  not  the  amount  merely  of  §150,000  that 
he  complained  of,  but  this  appropriation  covered 
j  abuses  unwarranted  by  la\v  or  necessity  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  Had  any  member  of  the  committee 
1  thought  of  the  fact  thai  the  special  agent  whom  they 
I  were  now  called  on  to  recognise  by  law  had  existed 
not  by  law  but  by  what  were  called  "regulations  of 
tile  department,"  a  species  of  legislation  which  creat- 
ed almost  as  many  officers  and  expended  almost  as 
I  much  money  as  congress  did.  We  had  no  national 
foundry.  Therefore  the  cannon  of  the  United 
Stales  were  made  on  contracts;  and  if  those  contracts 
were  judiciously  made,  every  cannon  was  required 
to  come  up  to  a  certain  test.  It  followed  that  we  did 
not  want  a  special  agent  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  travel  about  with  a  salary  of  $-24,000,  and  ten 
cents  per  mile  to  see  that  the  contracts  were  complied 
with. 

This  was  only  one  of  the  many  instances.  Mr.  G. 
read  from  that  part  of  the  bill  appropriating  for  the 
military  academy  the  items  for  commutations  of  sub- 
sistence of  officers  and  cadets  §40,077,  ol|  officers' 
horses  §5,184,  and  of  officers'  servants  §12(). 

He  had  adverted  to  the  document  received  a  few 
days  since  from  the  war  department,  showing  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  Ihe  army  above  the 
grade  of  2d  lieutenant.  In  it,  the  pay  of  the  major 
general  stood  at  §9.400,  while  it  appeared  that  the 
whole  amount  of  his  emoluments  was  §4,915.  His 
aggregate  pay  was  within  a  fraction  of  §5,000;  and 
while  §2,400  was  his  regular  pay,  all  the  rest  was 
irregular  pay.  The  regular  pay  of  ihe  brigadier  ge- 
neral was  §1,948,  and  they  found  that  he  received 
§3,165;  and  so  he  might  show  of  many  other  items, 
but  he  would  not  detain  the  committee.  The  money 
was  drawn  for  more  rations  than  were  wanted.  The 
rations  were  commuted  at  20  cents  for  every  ration. 
The  money  was  drawn,  and  the  oflicer  never  thinks 
of  drawing  the  rations  at  all.  He  was  told  that  the 
government  was  daily  charged  wilh  some  100  or  200 
horses  in  Washington.  How  many  of  Ihcni  were 
used.'  Notonc-twentiethoronc-fortietli  of  them.  This 
was  an  abuse,  and  so  were  also  )^c  rations  for  officers' 
servants. 

Afler  adverting  to  individual  instances  of  similar 
at)usc,hesaid  he  perceived  by  the  morning's  paper  that 
tlio  present  secretary  of  war  had  himself  issued  an 
order  for  correcting  these  abuses.  He  (Mr.  G.) 
wished  it  had  been  done  before,  hut  doubted  very 
much  whether  this  order  would  be  effective  In  the 
correction  of  all  these  abuses.  Mr.  G.  called  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  form  of  a  bill 
which  had  been  communicated  to  lilm  from  an  ano- 
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nymous  source,  the  author  of  which,   whoever  he  I  from  the   aspect   of  the   Florida  war.     Volunteers  I  or  not.     Mr.  M.  was  not  prepared  to  vote  such  esti- 


Uii,^iit.br\  u  as  a  inaii  iiitirantfly  acquaint' J  wilh  il 
details  of  !lic  military  service  of  the  United  States.  I 
lis  wished  at  S'lDie  time  to  bring  it  before  the  Imu^e,  ' 
and  have  it  pi-inled  and  referred  to  a  committee  uf 
those  men  by  whom  it  would  lead  to  practical  re- 
sults. Its  first  principle  was  to  give  every  officer 
and  every  grade  of  officers  a  fixed  compensation.  If 
they  chose  to  include  in  that  the  whole  amount  of 
regular  pay  and  all  the  contingencies  now  allowed, 
grant  it  if  it  was  necessary,  but  let  it  be  given  in  a 
lump,  that  the  government  might  know  what  it  paid, 
and  the  officer  inight  know  what  he  was  to  receive, 
that  there  might  be  no  inducement  to  officers  to  eke 
out  their  salary  by  irregular  means. 

He  knew  that  there  was  a  sort  of  prejudice — a 
fort  of  esjiril  de  corps  pervading  the  army,  and  all  the 
departments  hostile  to  reform,  and  that  it  was  wont 
to  be  denounced  as  an  innovation.  Jl  was  natural. 
He  mentioned  it  as  a  reason  why  they  should  look 
with  more  or  less  distrust  on  objections  coming  from 
that  quarter  where  they  proposed  reform.  It  was 
the  duty  of  congress  to  judge  of  the  subject  on  its 
own  intrinsic  merits. 

He  would  explain  the  course  he  had  taken  on  the 
navy  bill.  He  did  not  understand  the  secretary.  He 
thought  the  estimates  for  that  service  high,  but  was 
told  by  those  who  tmderstood  the  subject  that  they 
■were  necessary,  and  being  more  willing  to  appropri- 
ate money,  too  much,  if  it  were  so,  to  that  arm  of 
defence,  than  to  the  other,  he  did  not  vote  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  nor  to  increase  it,  but  voted  for 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
restrict  the  navy  to  its  present  establishment. 

As  to  the  amendment  nov/  pending,  he  would  say 
it  might  be  a  reform,  but  it  should  be  follov.'ed  up 
by  other  amendments.  It  cut  off  men.  but  left  the 
money.  If  the  men  were  to  be  cut  off,  the  money 
ought  to  be  also.  The  number  of  the  regiments  by 
the  proposition  was  reduced  but  one — from  fourteen 
to  thirfken.  That  was  the  most  expensive  mode  of 
reduction,  and  left  the  regiments  fully  officered,  so 
that  the  officers'  pay,  the  most  expensive  part  of  the 
regiment,  remained.  But  it  was  said  by  some  gen- 
tiemen  that  this  was  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  fragments  ready  for  service.  There  might  be 
some  force  in  this.  He  merely  threw  out  the  sug- 
gestion on  the  subject. 

He  was  favorable  to  a  reduction  of  the  army.  He 
believed  a  reduction  could  and  ought  to  be  made. 
Congress,  he  feared,  would  be  in  session  a  good  while 
longer;  he  wished  there  was  a  more  immediate  pros- 
pect of  the  close  of  the  session.  At  all  events,  they 
would  be  here  long  enough  to  ascertain  the  result  of 
the  pending  negotiations  with  Great  Britain.  There 
was  no  aspect  of  war  in  any  other  quarter,  even  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Cusking.) 
If  these  negotiations  terminated  amicably,  as  they 
all  hoped,  there  was  no  need  for  tliem  to  replenish 
the  army  or  add  new  regiments;  but  if  any  such  con- 
tingency of  war  should  arise,  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  army  was  loo  feeble  even  for  a  beginning. 
They  could  not,  by  impost  duties,  raise  revenue  to 
carry  on  a  war.  If  war  came,  they  would  have  at 
once  to  resort  to  direct  taxation  and  loans,  and  call 
out  our  militia  and  voiunleers.  The  present  army 
was  barely  adequate  to  furnish  the  recruiting  sta- 
tions necessary  for  a  war  to  meet  that  formidable 
power  which  we  had  twice  successfully  contended 
with. 

Mr.  Mcrhoelher  said  he  had  heard  the  cry  of  war, 
war,  till  he  was  tired  of  it.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance of  war  anywhere.  We  were  getting  on  quietly 
enough  till  these  military  appropriation  bills  came 
in.  The  army  is  an  incubus  on  the  country,  a  bur- 
den in  peace,  and  as  it  is  now,  wholly  inefficient  in 
war.  Who  did  not  know  that  when  the  country  could 
be  made  to  believe  that  war  must  be  resorted  to,  no- 
thing was  easier  than  to  bring  up  congress  at  once  to 
the  war  point?  Mr.  M.  approved  the  amendment 
which  had  been  offered,  as  far  as  it  went;  but  his 
objection  to"it  was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  Its 
operation  was  too  slow,  and  the  proposed  reduction 
too  small.  It  would  take  two  years  before  the  maxi- 
mum of  the  reduction  could  be  attained;  and  it  only 
diminished  the  appropriation  $600,000  a  year.  Mr. 
M.  preferred  the  amendment  as  originally  od'ered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  its  form  as 
modified  by  thegentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  M.  was  satisfied  as  to  the  propriety  of  retain- 
ing the  two  regiments  of  dragoons.  This  was  due 
to  the  exposed  condition  of  the  west  from  the  vici- 
nity of  large  bodies  of  Indians  on  the  frontier.  He 
would,  however,  cut  down  the  two  additional  regi- 
ments of  infantry  added  in  1S28,  and  would  empow- 
er the  president  to  convert  one  of  the  dragoon  regi- 
ments into  a  rifle  corps.  He  complained  particular- 
ly of  the  size  of  the  staff,  as  being  sufficient  for  an 
army  of  400,000  men.  The  augmentation  of  the  ar- 
my in  16:it*  had  been  made  under  great  excitement, 
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Mr.  M.  was  for  cutting  down  the  entire  addition 
then  made,  as  wholly  unnecessary  now.  He  would, 
however,  make  the  reduction  prospective  in  its  cha- 
racter, to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next.  By 
that  time  the  negotiations  now  pending  would  be 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  the  result  ascertained. 
If  it  proved  favorable,  let  the  reduction  take  efl'ect; 
but  if  otherwise,  congress  would  be  in  session,  and 
all  they  had  to  do  would  be  to  repeal  the  law.  Mr. 
M.  then  proceeded  to  offer  the  following  amend- 
ent: 

Provitltd,  That  the  recruiting  service  shall  cease 
until  the  Ist  of  January,  1S43,  at  which  time  the 
number  of  regiments  of  infantry  shall  be  reduced  to 
six.  and  the  number  of  companies  in  each  regiment 
of  artillery  and  infantry,  and  the  number  of  privates, 
non  commissioned  officers,  musicians  in  each  com- 
pany, and  the  number  of  staff  and  line  officers,  shall 
severally  be  reduced  to  the  number  fixed  by  the  act 
entitled  "an  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,"  approved  March 
2,  1831.  Jiiid  p-ovided  furtlier,  That  after  the  1st  of 
January,  1843,  there  shall  be  paid  to  no  officer  con- 
nected with  the  army  of  the  United  States  any  high- 
er pay  or  emoluments  than  were  allowed  and  paid 
said  officers  at  the  time  of  the  approval  of  said  act. 
^ii((  provided  (dso.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  may,  at  his  discretion,  after  said  time, convert 
the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  into  a  regiment  of 
riflemen,  and  they  shall  receive  their  pay  only  as  in- 
fantry; and  in  reducing  the  army  as  herein  contem- 
plated, the  seventh  and  ei2;hth  regiments  of  infantry 
shall  be  discharged,  and  the  companies  of  artillery 
to  be  discharged  shall  be  those  added  to  each  regi- 
ment by  the  act  of  7th  July,  1838. 

It  had  been  said  that  our  present  army  amounted 
to  but  one  to  seventeen  thousand  of  our  population 
— but  one  man  to  several  miles  of  boundary — and 
that  we  had  no  soldiers  in  our  ports.  But  gentlemen 
ought  to  recollect  that  it  was  only  certain  exposed 
points  upon  our  coast  thai  needed  any  protection  by 
fortification,  and  these  were,  for  the  most  part,  all 
fortified.  The  coast  generally  was  studded  through 
all  its  extent  with  defensive  works.  Nor  was  it  dis- 
graceful at  all  to  the  country  that  these  forts  had  not 
.soldiers  enough  in  them  to  fire  a  salute.  Every  one 
knew  that  it  was  not  our  national  policy  to  keep  up 
a  great  military  establishment.  Foreign  nations  saw 
llial  we  had  fortifications  enough,  and  they  knew 
that  at  any  lime  we  could  put  men  into  them.  Il  was 
not  a  standing  army  that  we  relied  on  for  defence. 
If  war  must  come,  our  dependence  was  on  the  hardy 
yeomanry  of  the  land;  and  such  had  been  the  pro- 
gress of  internal  improvements  in  all  parts  of  our 
country  that  thousands  could  be  thrown  at  the  short- 
est v.'arning  into  all  our  great  cities;  so  that  then,  in 
regard  to  Georgia  and  the  south  generally,  the  ob- 
jection had  no  force.  Suppose  it  to  be  true  that  we 
"had  but  one  soldier  to  seventeen  thousand  of  our  po- 
pulation, was  there  any  government  which  had  more? 
Great  Britain  might;  but  then  she  had  a  use  for  them, 
hich  we  had  not.  She  wanted  them  to  whip  her 
ivn  people;  to  keep  down  a  population  rendered 
desperate  by  starvation. 

[A  voice,  "what  do  you  say  to  Rhode  Island?"] 
Mr.  M.  said  he  understood  that  the  rebel  governor 
had  run  away,  and  that  the  Rhode  Island  war  was  at 
an  end,  [a  laughj,  and  the  president  said  that  the 
Florida  war  was  ended,  too.  The  whole  argument 
of  gentlemen  was  founded  on  a  surprising  miscon- 
ception of  the  principle  and  character  of  our  go- 
vernment. We  relied  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence 
of  the  people  for  our  safety,  not  on  the  bayonets  of  a 
hired  soldiery.  Our  laws  were  executed  by  legal 
process,  not  by  bayonets.  When  the  country  be- 
came so  thoroughly  corrupt  as  to  need  a  standing 
army  to  keep  it  in  order,  i)ur  freedom  would  not  be 
worth  defending. 

Another  argument  against  reduction  was,  that  if 
we  cut  down  the  regular  army  we  must  pay  twice 
as  much  for  volunteers.  No  doubt  it  was  true,  sup- 
posing war  to  arise;  but  the  danger  of  war  existed 
only  in  gentlemen's  imaginations.  And  were  we  in 
profound  peace  to  keep  up  an  army  to  avoid  the  ex- 
pense of  volunteers,  for  whom  there  was  nothing  to 
do? 

The  estimates  for  the  war  department  alone,  for 
the  present  year,  were  more  than  the  entire  expen- 
ditures for  the  whole  service  of  government  in  all  its 
departments  during  the  administration  of  the  venera- 
ble gentleman  from  Ma-sachusetts  (Mr.  Jidnms), 
which  had  been  put  down  on  the  plea  of  extrava- 
gance; and  this  in  a  state  of  profound  peace  with  all 
the  world,  save  a  handful  of  Indians  in  Florida;  and 
even  there,  it  was  doubtful  whether  we  were  at  war 


nates. 

He  nnljre.l  the  fact  that  the  war  dep;,riineiil  was 
iving  in  genei'al  orders,  the  object  of  winch  il  was 
not  hard  to  understand.  There  had  been  two  gene- 
ral orders  lately  issued  from  the  department,  in  one 
of  which  they  admitted  that  they  had  done  very  bad- 
ly in  time  past,  but  promised  for  the  future  to  do  bet- 
ter than  ever.  Mr.  M.  was  gratified  to  witness 
movements  of  this  character.  He  hoped  to  see  more 
general  orders.  But  if  the  bill  should  pass  without 
reduction  no  more  of  them  would  be  seen  or  heard 
of.  Hold  retrenchment  over  the  heads  of  those  who 
trolled  the  government,  and  they  would  be  found 
correcting  abuses;  but  give  them  all  the  money  they 
asked  for,  and  no  abuses  would  ever  be  disturbed. 

He  concluded  by  a  general  declaration  of  his  con- 
viction that  the  army  was  too  large,  that  it  pressed 
like  an  incubus  upon  the  treasury,  and  that  he  was 
against  it. 

Mr.  J\IcKeon  had  voted  for  a  reduction  of  the  na- 
vy. He  was  no  less  anxious  for  a  reduction  of  the 
army.  We  had  a  regularly  decreasing  revenue.  We 
had  a  regularly  increasing  expenditure.  There  was 
no  way  to  meet  them  but  by  retrenchment.  The 
estimates  coming  in  at  the  rate  they  do  must  be  re- 
duced. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  told 
the  committee  and  the  country  that  congress,  having 
once  tasted  blood,  he  feared  would  be  unable  to  re- 
sist the  thirst  which  had  thus  been  kindled.  But 
Mr.  McK.  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman  whether 
he  had  ever  stopped  to  ask  himself  whose  life-blood 
went  to  pay  all  these  expenditures  of  the  adminis- 
tration? Much  noise  was  made  about  honor  and  the 
glory  of  the  government,  but  none  seemed  so  much 
as  to  dream  about  the  tax-paying  people.  The  blood 
of  the  government  was  precious  in  gentleman's  eyes, 
but  who  cared  for  the  blood  of  the  impoverished 
people?  He  called  gentlemen  to  remember  that  per- 
sonal individual  responsibility  must  come  upon  them 
for  these  money  votes.  The  record  would  show  that 
these  were  no  party  questions;  men  of  both  sides 
were  divided  on  the  appropriation  bills.  The  true 
people's  party  consisted  of  those  who  went  first  for 
bringing  down  the  expenses  of  government  to  such 
as  were  inevitable  and  indispensable,  and  then  voted 
the  money  to  carry  out  the  just  ends  of  government. 
Gentlemen  insisted  that  these  reductions  were  at- 
tempted without  previous  investigation:  but  is  con- 
gress to  wait  for  the  executive  departments,  to  reform 
and  retrench.  Their  estimates  far  exceeded  those  of 
Van  Buren's  administration.  To  await  far  a  "well 
digested  system"  would  be  an  impracticable  plan  for 
retrenchment.  We  can  relieve  the  people  only  on 
the  appropriation  bills.  The  people  know  not  the 
technicalities  of  order  and  looking  to  us  as  the  sole 
constitutional  organ  for  giving  away  their  money, 
they  must  hold  us  responsible. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said  that 
the  question  came  down  to  this,  whether  this  was  a 
proper  time  for  reducing  the  defences  of  the  coun- 
try? But  Mr.  M.  would  ask  whether  it  was  impro- 
per, at  any  time,  to  reduce  the  burdens  of  the  peo- 
ple? A  great  effort  had  been  made  to  portray  the 
most  alarming  difficulties  as  in  prospect  before  us  — 
"gorgons  and  hydras  and  chimeras  dire"  had  been 
paraded  before  the  committee;  but,  after  listening  to 
all  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said 
about  the  probable  grounds  of  war  with  England,  he 
would  put  to  that  gentleman  the  question  once  put  by 
Dr.  Johnson  to  a  gentleman  who  asked  him  whether 
he  did  not  believe  in  the  genuineness  of  tlic  poems  of 
Ossian,  "do  you  believe  it'"  He  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman whether  he  believed  that  a  war  was  pending 
with  Great  Britain? 

Mr.  McK.  could  point  to  difficulties  quite  as  great 
in  another  direction.  He  here  referred  to  the  out- 
rages committed  by  the  Mexican  government  on  the 
persons  of  our  citizens,  and  its  delays  in  meeting  their 
just  demands.  Eleven  millions  were  due  from  that 
government  to  our  merchants  and  others.  [Mr. 
McK.  here  went  into  some  statistics  on  the  subject 
of  the  Mexican  claims]. 

Was  the  ar.-ny  the  instrument  on  which  we  relied 
to  obtain  the  payment  of  the  moneY  acknowledged  to 
be  justlv  due?  Was  it  to  march  through  Texas  to 
attack  the  country  of  the  Incas?  Was  there  not  a 
better  engine  and  a  shorter  way?  Were  he  our  mi- 
nister at  the  court  of  Mexico  he  would  warn  the  pre- 
sident that  unless  that  money  was  paid,  and  that  very 
shortly,  our  people  would  commence  reprisals,  and 
soon  overpay  all  that  was  due  them.  It  was  rumor- 
ed that  Santa  Anna  had  said  said  "the  United  States 
would  negotiate  for  ten  years  longer;"  he  was  for 
ap])rizins  that  dignitary  that  he  was  out  of  his  reck- 
oning. .  . 

At  this  point  Mr.  McK.  yielded  to  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Diwis,  of  New  York,  for  the  rising  of  the  committee; 
which  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  and  reported; 
and  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 
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There  were  6.293  passengers  landed  nt  N.  York,  1  brought  it  away  with  eleven  miimmips.  Joe  Smith  is 
rliirin^    the  week  enHin:;;  on  the  31st  and  3.850  last    ensjarcd    in    translating   this    book  for  the  Nauvoo 


Ban-k  items.     Bank  of  England,  quarterly  average,  I 

2d  April,  1842:  ' 

Liabilities.  ^^ssetn.  ! 

Circulation     ^£17,93.5,000  I  Securities     ^21,898,000 

Deposits  8,283,000  |  Bullion  6,.'590,O0O 

.£35,513,000  .^28,438,000 

On  comparison  with  the  month  of  March,  the  fol- 
lowing alterations  appear:  The  circulation  has  in- 
creased .£283,000  and  the  bullion  ^485,000:  whilst 
the  deposits  are  reduced  ,£374,000  and  the  securities 
^688,000.  I 

Mr.  Levis,  formerly  cashier  of 'the  Schuylkill 
bank,  Philadelphia,  liy  whom  spurious  certificates  of 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  to  tlie  amount  of 
}J1,300,000  were  issued,  bavins  been  protected  hv  a 
no//f  prosei/iii  from  the  indictment  fnimd  ajainst  him 
for  the  offence,  has  returned  to  Philadelphia  from  ; 
Texas,  in  order  to  give  testimony  as  to  the  use  made  I 
of  the  proceeds  of  said  bonds.  It  is  slated  that  he  ; 
is  prepared  to  prove  that  every  dollar  of  it  was  plac-  | 
cd  in  the  vaults  of  and  applied  to  the  use  of  the  i 
SehMylkill  hank.  | 

The  Btnkof  Ulinois  announces  that  it  will  resume  j 
specie  payments  on  the  15th  inst. 

Commerce  of  Boston.  Tlie  arrivals  at  Boston 
during  the  year  1841,  were  as  follows: 

Ships.  Barques.  Brigs.  S'-hrs.  Sloops.  Total. 
Coasting  115  133  643  3,.506  177  4  .S74 
Foreign    074        150        584         835       000      1,743 

Of  the  foreign  arrivals,  1  ship,  10  barques,  73 
brigs,  and  587  schooners  were  British;  1  barque  and  4 
brigs  Sicilian;  1  brig  Spanish,  1  barqu.'5,  2  brigs  and 
1  schooner  Hamhurgiiese;  1  schooner  Prussian;  4 
barques  and  6  brigs  S  vedish;  1  brig  and  I  schooner  ' 
Danish;  1  brig  Russian;  1  brig  Dutch  (galliot)— in  ; 
all,  695  foreign  vessels.  [Boston  Transcript. 

Commerce  of  B.altimore.  There  arrived  at  Bal- 
timore in  1841.  from  foreign  ports,  61  ships,  49  barks, 
166  brigs, and  123 schooners.  Total,  402.  Coastwise 
arrivals,  14  ships,  35  barks,  906  briis,  497  schooners, 
and  6  sloops.  Total,  coastwise.  758.  Grand  total 
of  arrivals,  1,160. 

CANADA  cAM.vi.s.  The  British  never  neglect  an 
opporluniry  to  "make  hay  while  the  sun  shines.''— 
The  legislature  of  New  York  stopped  the  v/orks  on 
the  enlarged  canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson, 
and  forthwith  John  Bull  lumps  into  his  ditch  connect- 
ing Eric  and  Ontario,  oft's  coat,  ups  with  sleeves,  and 
works  away  like  a  fellow  on  a  sood  job.  Half  a 
dozen  years  hence  we  shall  see  Liverpool  ships  tak- 
ing in  flour  at  Cleveland  wharves!  Who  doubts  it' 
Read  the  following  from  the  last  St.  Catharine's  Jour- 
nal, and  then  doubt  who  can.       [Clevehmd  Herald. 

New  Ston'e  Locks.  We  are  informed,  on  the 
authority  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Killaly 
bv  the  engineer  in  charge  of  (he  new  works  on  the 
Weiland  canal,  that,  in  consequence  of  advices  re- 
ceived from  England  by  the  steamer  Caledonia,  at 
the  government  house,  Kingston,  of  a  full  guaranty 
of  abundant  means  from  the  home  government,  pre- 
parations are  to  be  made  for  the  immediate  com- 
mencement of  the  enlarged  stoue  locks  on  this  work, 
six  of  wiiich,  near  the  mountain  ridge,  a  guard  lock 
at  the  junction,  and  a  ship  lock  of  185  by  45  feet 
within  the  chamhers,  at  Port  Maitland,  (Broad  creek), 
will  shortly  be  placed  under  contract,  to  be  finished 
with  all  reasonable  despatch. 

Deaths.  There  were  173  interments  list  week 
in  New  ifork,  of  whicli  36  were  under  two  years  of 
age,  and  19  died  of  consumption. 

EARTriuuAKES.  Several  shocks  were  felt  at  Van 
Buren,  Ark.  on  the  20lh  April.  On  the  26th  April, 
at  11  A.  M.  two  severe  shocks  were  felt  at  sea,  in 
the  Indian  Ocean  lat.  16.39  N.  long.  50  30  AV.  At  the 
same  time  that  the  awful  visitation  was  experienced 
at  Hayti, — on  Ihc  7th  ult.  a  severe  shock  was  expe- 
rienced in  Louisiana,  Porto  Ilico,  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
&c. 

Emioratiov.  Eighteen  emigrant  vessels  have  left 
Cork  since  the  10th  of  March,  with  3,690  passen- 
gers, of  whom  went  to  St.  John,  1542;  to  Queliec, 
1211;  N.  York,  733;  St.  Andrews,  204.  A  London  pa- 
per says:  "The  'Cosmo,'  for  New  York,  is  lying  at 
Kingston  [load,  with  200  passengers  for  New  York. 
The  'Lord  Cornbury'  is  almost  ready  for  sea, and  will 
take  nearly  as  many.  The  emigration  will  be  very 
large  tiiis  year  to  the  United  States,  principally  ag- 
riculturists and  mechanics — so  called." 

"Private  letters  announce  llint  a  large  number  of 
ladies  and  grMtkmer\,  who  have  'oecn  residents  of  the 
poor  houses  in  England,  have  been  most  charitably 
assisted  with  money  to  pay  their  passages  to  the  land 
of  liberty."  I 


I  week — making  26,143  since  the  1st  January  last. 

Flour  IN  JMicKiGVN.     The  Detroit  Adv.  estimates 

the  wheat  raised  last  year  in   Michigan  at  3,100,000 

bushels, — of  which  one-third  is  ample  for  the  home 

ption,leaving  2.040.000  bushs.  for  exportation 


'Times  and  Seas 

Navigation  on  the  lakes.  It  appears  from  a 
statement  in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  and  Journal, 
published  in  BufiTalo,  that  there  were  built,  last  sea- 
son, at  that  place,  and  at  the  other  ports  above,  twen- 
There  were  shipped  last  fall,  before  the  close  of :  ty-three  brigs  and  schooners,  whose  aggregate  ton- 
navigation,  from  Detroit  180,000  bhls.  (lour;  from  I  nage  amounted  to  2,510,  and  the  cost  to  §122,500; 
St.  Josephs,  68,600;  Toledo,  45,784;  Monroe,  9,.302; '  and  that  there  are  now  on  the  stocks,  eftven  vessels, 
St.  Clemens,  1.000;  Kalamazoo  harbour  10,000;  |  from  139  to  220  tons  which  will  cost  §95,500. 
mouth  of  Grand  Ri^ver,  5. 580,  and  fro-ii  the  said  se-j  Presidential.— The  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth; 
veral  ports  294_,  ,15   bushels  of  wheat.     Tota',  say  ]  ^^^.^ .  j^,^  ^^^j  y,,,   D.>minion  s.y  in  relation  to  the 

',oo ',^o'h  l'''^'''^^'''i  ?' s'nTion  Im  '''7fl  ?  If  1  presidential  contest  of  1344:  "When  the  proper  time  . 

400,000  bushels,  equal  to  80,000  bbls.  of  flour-half  l^  ^^^  ^^.j„  ^„^        j,,^  following  banner,  under 

of  which  now  m  store  at  Detroit.  1,^^,^^  ,^^  ^,^,,„  ,,^.,^^  ^^  ^^;^_„  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^j 

Flax   mill.     Mr.    J.    Marshal,   of   Leeds,  York- '  may — for   president,  John  C.  Calhoun,  for  vice-pre- 
sbire,  England,  has  built  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  i  sident,  Silas  Wright." 

of  flax,  one  of  which,  supposed  to  be    the  largest  in  i      „  ,   ^  .■       r         i    i-    -„„-..„j  •u^i:' ' 

.,  ',,  J      ri  ,    c  1         Stocks.     Information  from  India  revived  the  Lng- 

the  world,-eovers  upwards  of  two  acres' of  ground.  I, _^j^    stock  market   the   first  week  inMay.     Consoll. 
Itis  lighted  from  the  top  by  skylights,  and   the  por- !  gg    ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  99;„  bank  stock 

tion   not   required  f.ir  the  glass  is   coverert  with  soil  :    „.,  o    t  j-     ■;.     i      n<n    t.  j;„    k„„j.     oo.to   „-„~, 
,  ,  .  .        /^  J         %u     e.         „   I      ;     *u.,:.,    167a8;  India   stock,  247;  India    bonds,    2022   prem. 

and  laid  out  as  a  garden.     The  nrm  employ  in  their    .,        '  .  i       j     .    u     •  .       j   n  .        • 

f.     .  t  tu-      I  1      f  1  ^no , ..     Money  is  very  ab'indant,  business  too  dull  to  give 

manufactory  at  this  pace  upwards  ot   l,o00  persons.    .         ■',  ;     umi  u    i  tr      i  •»    .  n, 

■'  '  '  '  I  it  employment — bill  brokers  are  offered  it  at  2h  per 

The  forty-first.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  cent.,  they  charge  3  per  cent.  American  stocks  re- 
caslern  papers,  and  copied  into  this,  that  the  forty- :  main  in  the  same  neglected  stale  as  for  some  time  ' 
first  British  regiment  which  has  just  been  cut  off  by  ,  past.  The  last  price  of  Pennsylvania  5  per  cent, 
the  Affghans,  was  disgraced  and  lost  its  colors  at  New  I  was  475,  and  at  that  rate  there  are  sellers.  Ohio 
Orleans,  for  not  bringing  up  the /uOTiru-s  in  time.  The  ,  offered  at  GO  per  cent.  Some  little  inquiry  for 
Pittsburg  American  gives  this  version  of  the  disgrace  j  New  York  state   5's  at  79  percent.     The  price  of 

stocks  in  our  American  market  have  improved  some- 
•hat  within  the  last   few  weeks.     The  secretarv  of 


the  U.  S.  treasury  has  returned  to  the  seat  of  gov 
1  ernnient  from  the  east,  having  secured  sufficient  of 
i  the  loan  for  present  exigencies  at  something  below 


of  the  regiment: 

"We  think  there  is  some  mistake  about  this;  unless  ! 
there  are  two  British  regiments  placed  in  'Coventry,' 
and  so  far  disgraced  as  to  be  deprived  of  colors,  facings  J 
and  other  honors.  The  41st  regiment  which  ' 
service  on  the  Canada  frontier  at  the  commencement ,  P^"*- 
of  the  last  war,  had  been  deprived  of  its  facings,  as  a  [  I'  's  stated  that  orders  have  since  been  forwarded 
markof  dishonor  incurred  by  some  act  of  covvardice,  from  New  York  proposing  to  take  the  residue  of 
many  years  before.     This  regiment  was  in  the  battle  j  t'le  loan  on  the  same  terms. 

of  Monguagon,  where  the  British  and  Indians,  under  On  the  9d  inst.  at  New  York  the  stock  exchange 
the  celebrated  Tecumseh,  were  defeated  by  colonel  j  sales  were  large,  amounting  to  about  §50,008;  New 
James  Miller.  Muir  tried  torally  his  regiment,  which  '  York  6's  advanced  {;  Ohio.  1;  Kentucky,  h;  Indiana 
had  broken  and  given  evidence  of  disorder.  He  was  !  and  Illinois,.!  each;  §4,009  New  York  sixes  '62 
heard,  even  to  our  lines,  exclaiming, 'forty-first,  forty- :  brought  9U;  §1,000  Kentucky  sixes,  79'i;  §15.000 
first,  will  you  never  regain  your  facings!'  But  it  Illinois  sixes  from  13;  to  18-,;  §13,000  Ohio  e'scash; 
would  not  do;  the  forty-first  was  the  main  line  of  78';,  9,000  Indiana  fives  from  21  to  21  i. 
battle.     Tecumseh  was  the  last  to  leave  the  field. 


chagrined  and  out  of  temper,  at  the  failure  of  his  al- 


ToBACco.  Cool  and  wet  weather  for  some  weeks 
lies."  The  British  soldiers  were  said  lo  have  thrown  Pf '  '''is  operated  against  the  prospects  for  a  crop  in 
away  their  cartridges  on  the  retreat,  to  make  the  In- ^"'•y':'"'^-  ,A  ''"'e  insect  which  feeds  upon  the 
dians  believe  they  had  retired  for  want  of  ammuni-  P[=""  ""mediately  alter  it  makes  lis  appearance 
tion.  Certain  it  is,  our  soldiers  found  them  sown  ^^""^^  .?™""<l  destroys  it  before  it  acquires  a  suffi- 
along  the  ground  over  which  the  regiment  had  re-  ,  T'""'  '•"-1  '«  ™''''  their  depredations.  For  t>vo,  and 
treated  "  '  '"  many  instances  three  successive  sowings,  the  seed 

j  have  merely  vegitated  and   then  been  swept  by  the 
GiiANo.     A   great  deal   is  said  in  the  English  pa-|  flv,  as  if  not  a  seed  had  been  sown, 
pers   about  a   new  kind  of    manure   called  Ghano,  j    ^  r^^e   Enulish    market  remained  at  the   last  dates 
brought    from  the    Chincha    islands    in   the    Pacific    ,,,ithout  variation— only  the   finest   quality  Virginia 


ocean,  and  which,  it  app:?ars,  has  the  power  of  ferti- 
lizing the  soil  to  a  wonderful  degree. 

Gold  mines  of  Georgi.i.  In  the  neighborhood  of 
Dahlonega,  there  are  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two 
thousand  pennyweights  found  daily.  At  one  mine 
on  Battle  Branch  there  was  lately  one  lump  found, 
worth,  it  is  said,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars. It  is  supposed,  from  present  prospects,  that 
there  will  be  at  least  from  3  to  §400,000  realized  in 
that  section  from  the  pursuit  within  the  present  year. 

Influenza  prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent  in 
London  at  our  last  dates.  Many  had  died  of  it,  and 
new  features  are  developed  in  the  disease. 

Income  Tax.  An  English  paper  remarks  that 
since  sir  Robert  Peel  has  prjposed  a  tax  on  incomes 
the  people  who  before  vied  with  eacli  other  in  show- 
ing how  much  they  were  worth,  are  now  just  as  ear- 
nest in  proving  how  very  poor  they  are. 

Iowa.  The  governor  of  Iowa  has  issued  a  procla- 
mation forbidding  persons  to  settle  on  a  portion  of 
the  lands  lying  between  the  Des  Moines  river  and 
the  nort!iern  line  of  Missouri,  on  the  ground  that  the 
tract  of  country  referred  lo  belongs  to  the  Iowa  In- 
dians, and  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  guaranty  to 
them  undisturbed  possession  of  it. 

Michigan  lands.  A  groat  tax  sale  of  lands  will 
take  place  in  Michigan  early  in  August,  comprising 
nearly  2,000,000  acres,  which  will  be  sold  for  the 
dues  of  1838,  and  without  redemption. 

Charles  F.  Mitchell,  fonnd  guilty  of  forgery 
after  great  diOicullies  niitwithstandiiig  the  notoriety 
of  the  fact,  has  been  allowed  to  escape  punishment 
"by  hook  or  by  crook." 

The  .Mormons  have  found   a  new  book  called  the 
Book  of  Abraham.     It  p:irports  to  have  been  writte 
by  that  patriarch,  and   is  .said    to  I 


leaf  in  demand. 

The  New  Orleans  market  has  been  nearly  swept 
of  the  article;  prices  2j;  45  a  oj  for  fair  running 
lots;  selections  of  fine  at  2i;  4,  a  5|. 

Wheat.  London,  May  3d.  The  new  corn  law 
is  now  in  operation,  present  duty  on  wheat  3s.  per 
quarter,  and  on  flour  7s.  lOd.  per  barrel,  little  doing 
in  either.     Good  fair  in  bond  45  to  47s,. 

Illinois  wheat  is  sjuoted  at  N.  York  at  1  28i  a  1  99. 

Wool.  The  Lowell  Courier  states,  that  the  Mid- 
dlesex Mills,  in  that  city,  require  the  llecce  of  twelve 
hundred  sheep  every  day  ihey  operate. — or  a  flock 
of  374,400  sheep  to  supply  them  for  a  year. 

J\Ittnuf<idure  of  uwollen  rags.  A.  Stern  &  Co.  of 
T.'oy,  have  erected  a  mill  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  at  which 
about  1,000  pounds  of  wool  rags  are  washed,  and  re- 
converted into  wool  per  day, — ready  to  be  again 
carded  and  spun,  and  made  up  anew  into  goods. 
The  rags  are  thrown  in  the  first  place  into  a  ma- 
chine in  the  second  story,  where  they  arc  ground 
up,  and  thence  pressed  through  another  inachiuu  in 
the  lower  story,  filled  with  water,  which  cleanses 
them  from  all  iiiipiirilies.  The  wool  thus  formed  is 
then  passed  to  free  it  from  Ihe  water  vvliich  it  has 
absorbed,  and  afterwards  sent  up  a  spout  with  great 
velocity  into  Ihe  fourth  story,  where  it  is  dried  until 
fit  for  use. 

About  1,000,000  pounds  South  American  wool  were 
sold  at  auction  at  Now  York  on  the  18th  ult.  Full 
prices  were  obtained;  Cordova,  5i  to  9;  .Merino  and 
Me5li:'.o  in  fleeces,  8  to  10;;  picked  Buenos  Ayrcs, 
12,;  to  14. 

'I'he  farmers  of  iSIichigan  are  said  to  have  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  invested  in  the  wool  business.  There 
are  in  the  state,  sixteen  falling  nulls,  thirty-six  card- 
ing  machines,  and  four  woollen  factories,  besides 
new  ones   now  creeling.     The  amount  of  wool. 


oy  inai  pairiarcu    anu   i.s  saiu    to  nave  been  found  in  I  i,,„  g„,„|,  .-ousumed   in  thcslale,  a  year,  is  §1,1'28, 
the  Catacombs  of  Lgypt  by  an  Lnglish  traveller,  who  |  OOO;  two-thirds  of  which  is  of  foreign  manufacture 
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CONGRESS.  The  apportionment  bill,  as  a- 
mended  by  the  senate  has  finally  passed  that  body  by 
a  vote  of  27  to  21.  The  ratio  of  70,680  as  in  the  ta- 
ble, page  234  of  the  congressional  proceedings,  was 
adhered  to,  as  was  also  the  district  system.  The 
amendments  have  now  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  house. 

The  tariff  bills  are  now  fairly  under  discussion 
in  committee  of  the  whole  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. There  arc,  if  we  mistake  not  Jiue  of  those 
bills.  One  proposes  merely  to  postpone  the  operation 
of  the  rate  of  duties  which  were  to  take  effect  on  the 
1st  July  ensuing,  under  the  compromise  act,  for  one 
month,  in  order  to  give  time  for  congress  to  aet  de- 
liberately upon  the  new  tariff.  Another,  is  Ihe  bill 
reported  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  house;— a  third,  is  the  bill  reported  by 
Mr.  Saltonstall  from  Ihe  commillee  on  tnnnvfaclures, 
to  whom  the  subject  of  the  new  tariff  had  been  re- 
ferred; a  fourth,  is  the  substitute  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Habersham,  from  the  minority  of  that  committee; 
and  a  fifth,  is  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Fillmore, 
from  the  commilteeon  ways  and  means,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  in  the  last  instance  referred. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  came  first  in  order  beflire 
the  committte  of  the  whole — whereupon  Mr.  Sal- 
tonstall moved  the  bill  reported  by  him  from  the 
committee  on  manufactures  as  a  substitute  for  said 
bi',1, — Mr.  Fillmore  (hen  took  the  flour  in  an  open- 
ing speech  of  some  hours  in  favor  of  his  own  bill — 
and  in  a  review  of  the  whole  subject. 

The  provisions  of  the  tariff  bill  reported  by  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means,  affix  the  following  as 
some  of  the  duties: 

On  unmanufactured  wool  of  over  8  cents  value, 
per  pound,  thirty  per  cent  ad  valorem;  under  that 
value,  five  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  all  manufactures  of  wool  forty  per  cent.  a4  va- 
lorem, except  carpeting,  blankets,  and  some  other 
articles,  on  which  special  ad  valorem  duties  arc  pro- 
posed. 

On  cotton  unmanufactured,  three  cents  per  pounci. 

On  all  manufactures  of  cotton  not  otherwise  spe- 
cified, thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  all  articles  of  silk,  according  to  their  charac- 
ter, thirty  or  thirty-five  percent.  | 

On  unmanufactured  hemp,  forty  dollars   per  ton.    j 

On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  by  rol- 
ling, eighteen  dollars  per  ton:  on  the  same  article,  ! 
made  in  whole  or  in  part  by  rolling,  thirty  dollars  i 
per  ton.  j 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bari  or  sheets,  three  cents  per  ' 
pound.  j 

On  cut  glass,  from  twenty-five  to  p3rty-five  cents  1 
per  pound;  on  plain,  moulded,  and  pressed  glass,  ' 
from  ten  to  sixteen  cents  per  pound.  j 

On  all  articles  of  china  or  any  otlier  earthen  ware,  [ 
thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  ' 

On  tanned  sole  or  bend  leather,  six  cents  per : 
pound;  on  calfskins,  tanned  and  dressed,  three  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  dozen,  &c. 

On  all  bound  books  in  the  English  language,  twen- 
ty cents  per  pound,  &c. 

On  raw  sugar,  two  and  a  half  cents  per  pormd. 

On  teas,  according  to  their  tpiality,  twenty  cents, 
fifteen  cents,  ten  cents,  down  to  Bohea,  on  which  a 
duty  of  three  cents  only  is  proposed. 

C)n  salt,  ten  cents  per  bushel. 
Vol.  XII— Big.   15. 


After  going  through  a  long  enumeration  of  speci- 
fic duties,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem 
upon  all  remaining  articles. 

An  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  articles 

imported  in  foreign  vessels  in  cases  where  a  specific 

discrimination  is  not  made  in  the  bill. 

All  duties  hereafter  to  be  paid  in  cash. 

The  bill  also  proposes  to  repeal  the  proviso  of  the 

land  distribution  act,  which  suspends  the  operation 

of  that  act   in  the  event  of  any  duty  being  laid  by 

j  congress  of  a  higher  rate  than  twenty  per  centum  ad 

!  valorem.  

j  THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL,,  as  pass- 
1  ed  by  the  house  of  representatives,  proposes  to  dis- 
I  band  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons  in  September  next, 
I  and  to  reduce  the  aggregate  of  the  army  to  6,000  men 
as  speedily  as  it  may  be  done  without  further  dis- 
banding. 

RHODE  ISLAND.  Gov.  Cleveland,  of  Con- 
neeticut,  having  officially  refused  to  surrender  Mr. 
Dorr  upon  the  requisition  of  Governor  Kink,  the 
latter  has  issued  a  proclamation  offering  §1,000  re- 
ward for  the  delivery  of  the  fugitive  within  the  state 
of  Rhode  Island  in  one  year. 

A  meeting  was  held  by  the  parlizans  of  Dorr,  at 
Woonsocket,  in  the  northern  part  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  sundry  hostile  demonstrations  made,  by  forming 
an  encampment,  obtaining  military  stores  and  heat- 


An  examination  into  certain  election  frauds  had 
disclosed  a  .system  of  profligacy  without  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  representation.  Mr.  Roebu?k  had 
made  himself  very  conspicuous  in  ferreting  out  these 
frauds.  Several  members  of  the  commons  had  left 
their  seats  and  gone  home,  rather  than  suffer  an  in- 
vestigation as  to  the  means  by  which  they  got  there. 
Among  them  were  members  from  Lewis,  Harwich, 
and  Penrye. 

FRANCE. 

On  the  131h  May,  the  minister  of  public  worki 
brought  down  to  the  chamber  of  peers  the  rail  roads' 
hill  as  adopted  the  day  before  in  the  chamber  of  de- 
puties by  a  majority  of  255  to  83.  It  appears  that 
the  question  remains  still  open  as  to  whether  the 
branch  from  Amiens,  on  the  great  northern  line,  is 
to  he  carried  on  to  Calais  or  13oulogne. 

The  Presse  states  that  it  was  the  intention  of  cer- 
tain members  of  Ihe  chamber  of  deputies  to  address 
an  inquiry  to  M.  Guizot  as  to  whether  he  had  signed, 
or  intended  to  sign  the  right  of  search  treaty,  and 
that  his  reply  would  be  in  the  negative.  He  adds, 
that  no  minister,  in  the  present  state  of  public  feel- 
on  the  subject,  would  dare  to-  affm  his  signature  to 
that  document;  and  even  goes  so  fi^r  as  to  affirm  that 
the  treaties  o(  the  years  1831  and  1833  will  be  re- 
voked. However  this  may  be,  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  a  doubt  that  France  will  not  ratify  the  engage- 
ments into  which  she  has  enterred  in  reference  to 
the  right  of  search  treaty.  It  was  expected  that  the 
rail  road  bill  would  be  considerably  amended  in  the 
house  of  peers,  and  that  only  one  or  two  great  lines 

^  ..       .    .     .  .u     1     .  J  .       .1         I.   1      would  be   sanctioned  by  that  house.     The  renewal 

mg  up  for  recruits-but  at  the  last  dates  the  whole  ■  „f  ,|,^  ^^^^^.  ^^■^^  j.^^  .^J^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^j^j  ^^  j^j^^_ 

movement  seems  to  have  been  abandoned.  !  day  by  a  majority  of  220  to  25. 

In  the  legislature  of  Connecticut  which  is  in  ses- I      The    Couirier   Fi-ancais  animadverts  on  the  inju- 
sion,  there   had  been  two  reports    made   from,  the    rious  effects  upon  French  commerce  operated  by  the 
,  ,      r.,     1    I  ,      1  11,         ;  recent  changes  in  the  tariffs  of  Spam  and  the  Unitfd 

committee  to  whom  the  Rhode  Island  topic  had  been  ;  g^^^^  3^^   ^y  the   exception  of  France   from   tl  e 
referred — one  synipathizng  with  the  Dorr  party,  and   countries  which  will  be  benefitted  by  the  new  tariff' 
the  other  from  a  minority  of  the  committee,  iji  op* 
position  to  revolutionary  movements. 


FOREIGN    An  TIC  I.  ES. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The   British  steamer   Columbia  arrivad  at  Boston 

on  June  2,  in  13;   days  from   Liverpool  via  Halifax. 

Left  Liverpool  the  19th  .May,  and  brings  12  days  la-  !  were,  after  the  ^amusements  had  ceased,  more  than 
ter  information  from  Europe;  nothing  of  importance     "         "        ""'        ~" 


before  the  British  parliament. 

Dreadful  railway  AeciDEjrr.  A  dreadful  rail- 
way accident  ocurrcd  on  the  Rive  G.uiehe-road, 
from  Versailles  to  Paris,  on  Sunday  evening  .May 
8tb.  In  consequence  of  the  grands  eimx  having  play- 
ed that  day  in  honor  of  the  king's  fete,  an  immense 
number  of  persons  of  all  classes  and  conditions  had 
gone  down    to    Versailles,  and  the  returning  trains 


Trade  had  not  imporved  and  if  any  thing  business 
was  duller.  Money  was  abundant  and  did  not  com- 
mand over  4;,  per  cent,  on  loans.  There  was  little 
variation  in  the  cotton  market.  Low  descriptions 
had  fallen  off"  a  triffe. 

Seven  more  ships  with  1,600  troops  have  sailed 
for  British  India. 

Mr.  Washington  Irving  had  delayed  his  departure 
to  Spain,  in  consequence  of  a  special  invitation  to 
the  Queen's  ball.  The  Queen  completed  her  twen- 
ty-third year,  on  the  24th  May. 

Her  majesty's  fancy  dress  ball.  This  brilliant 
fete  occurred  on  the  14th  ult.  and  excited  both  as- 
tonishment and  delight;  it  realised  the  liveliest  crea- 
tions of  the  imagination,  and  presented  as  it  were 
the  description  of  the  ancient  chroniclers  bodily  be- 
fore us. 

The  leading  feature  of  the  ball  was  the  assemb- 
ling and  the  meeting  of  the  two  courts  of  Anne  of 
Bretagne  (the  Duchess  of  Cambridge)  and  Edward 
and  Phillipa  (her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert.) 

About  half  past  ten  the  heralds  marshalled  the 
procession  from  Ihe  lower  suite  of  rooms,  and  the 
Duchess  of  Cambridge  appeared  in  a  magnificent 
costume,  led  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  as  Louis  XII. 
equally  magnificent,  and  followed  by  the  rest  of  her 
court.  These  were  divided  by  heralds  and  marshals 
into  quadrilles,  and  marched  in  the  following  order: 
After  the  roval  party,  consisting  of  Prince  George, 
the  Princess  Augusta,  &c.  came  the  Highland  Quad- 
rille, the  Greek  Quadrille,  the  Hungarians,  the 
Knights  Templars,  and  the  Saracens.  These  on 
reaching  the  Throne-room  passed  before  the  sove- 
reign, making  their  obeisances,  and  then  formed 
themselves  for  dancing,  which  immediately  com- 
menced. 

Her  majesty  left  the  ball-room  about  a  quarter  to 
three  o'clock,  but  dancing  was  continued  lor  about 
an  hour  afterwards. 


usually  crowded.  Two  ex1i;a  engines  were  put  on, 
and  a  train  containing  more  than  l,O0Q  passengers, 
and  drawn  by  three  locomotives,  left  at  that  hour, 
within  three  miles  of  Paris.  There,  by  some  acci- 
dent yet  to  be  explained,  the  first  engine  got  off  the 
rails  and  became  fixed  in  the  ground,  the  second  en- 
gine ran  oyer  that,  and  the  third  with  like  impetus 
followed.  The  three  first  carriages  and  several  wag- 
gons nearest  the  engines  were  dragged  by  the  same 
force,  and  as  described  by  the  eye  witnesses,  a  pile 
of  scaffolding  of  disabled  engines  and  overturned 
carriages  of  nearly  30  feet  was  formed.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  fires  of  the  engines  communicated  to  the 
carriages,  and  in  a  short  time  the  whole  was  a  mass 
of  flame.  The  unfortunate  pas3engers;rnany  of  whom 
had  escaped  only  with  bruises  from  the  first  shock, 
unable  to,  open  the  doors  of  the  carriages,  became 
victims  to.  this  fresh  disaster,  and  horrible  to  relate 
more  then  fifty,  of  them  were  burnt  to  death.  The 
scene  was  the  most  appalling  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  unfortunate  passengers  in  vain  trying  to  disen- 
gage themselves  from  the  overturned  carriages,  rais- 
ed fearful  cries  of  despair,  while  those  in  the  car- 
riages close  at  hand  wrere  equally  desperate,  on  find- 
ing all  attempts  to  open  the  doors  or  extricate  them- 
selves by  the  windows,  impossible.  It  is  clear  that 
but  for  the  custom  of  locking  the  passengers  in  the 
carriages,  bo  awful  a  loss  of  life  would  not  have 
taken  place. 

PORTUGAL, 

We  have  letters  from  Lisbon  to  the  9th  instant. 
The  non-conclusion  of  the  cornniercial  treaty  had 
given  rise  to  great  excitement  in  the  north  of  Por- 
tugal. 

The  French,  .Spanish  and  Septemberist  parties 
were  still  extremely  active  in  their  opposition,  but 
no  success  was  to  be  apprehended  from  their  exer- 
tions. A  powerful  party  had  been  formed  at  Oporto 
in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  old  wine  company, 
with  all  its  monstrous   privileges  of  moQg|>oly  aad 
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exclusion   but  our  correspondent  did  not  believe  that  |      Montevideo,  Feb.  9.     A  letter  of  the  9d  instant, 
.i".-ir  machinations  or  tlicir  intrigues  would  be  uiti-  ;  IVom  the  hanks  of  the  Uruguay,  says,— "all  the  pro- 


By  the 


matelv  successful.     The  home  minister  was  "blork- I  vince  of  Eiitre    Rios    is   occupied    by    the    Oriental    S'i.i"lo, 
:d  up"  with  conflicting  deputations   and    memorials  '  [Montevidean]  and  Corrientian  army.  General  Paz's  |  A  pii]  i 


ATRICA. 

schooner  Her.ild.  »{  Bo=lon  from  rape  Me 
f  have  receu'.d  Mo.iruvja  papeis  to  the  G 
iisive.     Ill  llie  Herald  cain^  pa--=pn'iprs  le 


finon  this  s  biecf  but  he  was  firm  in  his  desire  to  see  i  head  quarters  are  at  Villaguay,  with  1,.5U0  men;  the  Oi'.  Biirrous  from  cape  Pal,r,as,a,id  rev.  A.  Con.^tan 

,'^f?r»,  V    mmediVelv  concluded.  rest  of  his  force  occupies   all   that  part  of  the  pro-  tine,  ol  the  L.bena  mission. 

A  commiron  has    ust  bee"  by  the  Por-    vince  in  four  divisions'!     That  of  General  Ramirez         The  b,i,  Grechin    jrn,„    Philadelphia     having   a: 

ti,4e  government   to   take    into   consideration    the    1,400  strong,  has  taken  the   city    of  Parana:  that  of  pa=seng.rs  rev.    S.    Chase    lev^J    G    PuiuiPC.  rev 

iu_ese  go\Lrnmem  1.,  ,  ,  .   ,  ^^^^   Crispin    Felasquez,  G.'O.  S.  Bio-vn,  and  M--    -  nn  «7,ii.-,„=    „,,==,^n>.,,« 

)ur  president,  at  the  head  to  the  Methodist   Ejm 

),  all  cavalry,  has  over-  'or  cajie    Pabnas,  rev 

nee,  and  has  driven  ex-  Cliapin  and  -Miss  Cos 


e.<liall.  ai 
ilh  the  three 


who'e  question  of  the  reduction  of  duties,  which  is    Nunez    has   completely    routed   Crispin    Felasquez     G-o   S.  B.oan,  and  Mr,,  ^nn  Will  ins  mission 
to  form  the Tuhiect  of  the  supplemental  article  to    with  great  slaushter;  while  our  president,  at  the  head     o  the  Methodist   Ei,,scupal  church. -Monrovia;  a 
tL  commercial  treaty.     The  commission   consisted  |  of  a  Vanguard  Sf  l.SOO   men,  all  cavalry,  has  over- 1  l"r  cape    Pabnas,  rev.    Mr.   Payne  and   l,,dy.    Miss 
of  Joaquim    Lanches,    a   cloth    manufacturer   from  I  run  this  portion  of  the  provin 

the  Alemteio-  Florida    Ferez,  formerly  finance  min-    governor  Urquiza  from  Entre    Rios,  compelling  him 

ister;  and  Lei'la  Sampayo,  one  of  the  tobacco  con-  |  to  embark,  with  the  few  of  hi,  followers  ^'h"  ''"H  '"^^P/  ?"'"'"     ^^,„^^^i^,   .,,,,„i.„  ,„,  ,,,3  f„|.„„, 
tractors  been  fortunate  enough  to  escape.     All  their  horses  1       llielN.  Y .  (.yocnmerciai  Aoieriiser  iias  me  loi.ow 

A  few  failures  for  large  amounts  had  occurred  at   and  wagons  fell  into  the  pov/er  of  our  army. 

March  19.     The  advanced  guard  of  Buenos  Ayrean 
ny,  under  the  command  of   Gen.   Pacheco,  had 


,1   at   Monrovia 
proceeded 


Oporto. 


GERMANY. 


r  1  a   ~  7;;„„    no^iipred    at    Hambiir"  '  reached  the  Villa  iltl  Rio  Cuarto,  a  few  day's   march 

An  awful    conflagration    °':'="!;'^f,'' .*'..  ".^^  :L?' I  fro,,,  g.^nta  Fe 


which  has  laid  a  large  part  of  that  city  in  ruins 
The  Barnes  raged  four  days,  before  they  could  be 
subdued.  The  fire  broke  out  soon  after  midnight  on 
Wednesday,  May  11th,  at  a  house  in  the  Deichstrasse, 
one  of  the  narrowest  streets  in  the  old  part  of  the 
town,  built  as  much  of  wood  as  of  other  materials; 
and  it  passed  from  house  to  bouse  until  it  entered  a 
square  court,  surrounded  by  large  warehouses,  and 
unapproachable  by  the  street.  A  warehouse  of  spi- 
rits caught  fire,  and  now  the  flames  began  to  threa- 
ten every  thing  far  and  near.  It  was  nearly  four 
o'clock,  the  senate  was  called  together,  and  to  ar- 
rest the  spread  of  the  fire,  it  was  proposed  to  pull 
dovTH  houses;  but  that  was  refused  as  a  needless  sa- 
crifice of  property.  The  Burgher  Guard  was  called 
out;  but  the  serTtces  of  a  body  of  twenty  thousand 
stron"-  were  useless  in  the  management  of  a  few  bad 
fire  engines;  and,  when  it  was  too  iatc,  a  few  houses 
were  ordered  to  be  pulled  down. 

Extensive  subscriptions,  led  by  the  queen  and 
prince  Albert,  were  being  made  m  England,  to  re- 
lieve the  distressed  Hamburghers.  Ten  thousand 
pounds  had  been  already  sent  lo  purchase  provisions 
and  provide  shelter  for  suH"erers.  The  London  In- 
surance olficcs  had  suffered  severely  by  the  fire.  The 
New  Hamburg  Zeitung  of  the  13th  instant,  states 
that  the  losses  are  computed  as  follows— "30,000,003 
of  dollars  for  goods  burned  in  the  warehouse; 
20  000,000  dollars  for  furniture  and  other  valuables 
in 'warehouses;  and  this  is  independent  of  the  value 
of  the  houses  destroyed,  which  are  proposed  to  be 
rebuilt  by  a  state  loan." 

A  committee  of  several  leading  members  ot  the 
chamber  of  deputies  of  France  has  published  an  ap- 
peal to  the  country  in  favor  of  the  sufferers  calling 
to  remembrance  that  when,  in  1840,  the  south  ol 
France  and  its  fertile  valleys  were  laid  waste  and 
rava°-ed  by  inundation,  the  population  of  Germany 
generously  came  to  the  aid  of  the  victims  of  that 
awful  calamity. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

The  sloop  of  war  Volage  arrived  at  Kingston,  Ja- 
maica, on  the  12th  of  iMay,  from   Santa  Martha  anjl 
Carthageiia,  h; 
■was  quiet  in  ^ 

dered,  perfectly  resigned  lo  c  .    .       , 

stilutional  authorities  had  been  reinstated  in  banta 
Martha— two  of  the  most  revolutionary  federalists, 
Ur.  Level  do  Goda  and  gen.  Carabano,  having  pre- 
viously departed  for  Ciiracua. 


The  ratification  by  the  king  of  the  Fnench  of  the 
treaty  concluded  by  admiral  Mackau  with  Buenos 
Avres,  is  officially  announced. 

"The  papers  contain  a  sermon  "preached  on  the 
occasion  of  the  celebretion  of  the  obsequies  of  his 
late  exellency  the  perpetual  dictator  of  the  republic 
of  Paraguay,  the  citizen  doctor  Jose  Jaspar  Francia, 
by  citizen  the  rev.  Manuel  Antonio  Perez,  of  the 
church  of  the  Incarnation."  We  regret  that  our  li- 
mits do  not  permit  us  to  transfer  it  to  our  columns, 
for  it  is  really  a  curiosity.  It  eulogizes,  of  course, 
the  administration  of  the  doctor — and  judging  from 
its  effects,  probably  justly,  for  at  least  he  preser»ed 
domestic  tranquillity — and  recommends  that  in  order 
to  perpetuate  his  memory,  the  month  in  which  he 
died,  September,  shall  be  stricken  from  the  calendar 
and  that  of  Francia  substituted,  so  that  in  future  the 
people  shall  sav — August,  Francia,  October. 

'  "  [JV.  y.  Coiir. 

March  28.  "It  is  now  known  that  president  Oribe, 
with  the  main  body  of  the  column  under  his  imme- 
diate command,  has  reached  the  Quebrachito,  situat- 
ed on  the  frontier  of  Santa  Fe,  and  distant  30  to  35 
leagues  from  its  capital,  v/hilst  his   advanced   guard 


i:i£  additional  iie-ns:  j 

The  rev.  Mr.  Walker  and  lady,  and  rev.  Mr.  Gris- 
woiild,  m'.ssi"iiarie«,  sen!  out  by  the  Ainorican  board    1 
of  cniTiinissioiiers    lor    foreign    mission':,   arrived  at 
Monrovia  on   the  22d  of  January,  in    the  schooner  , 
H>'ia!d,  from  Boston.     These  missionaries  are  intend-  -, 
ed  as  a  remlorceinent  to  the  iiiis'inn  ill  cape  Pilinas.  . 

The  Luminary  says  that  the  Aineriean  board  inlenil   : 
to  progress   along  t'he   coast,  soulhc.istu ardly,  iiiiiil 
they  reach    the  Niger,  vvln're   it  is    contemplated  to 
have  the  geiH'ral  b^iul  qnaitprs  in  Africa, 

On  tlle  25lh  M-vrch,  in  the  Baltimore  brijj  Harriet, 
arrive. 1  the  rev.  Dr.  Barion  and  rev.  Patrick  Kelley, 
priests  of  the  Rninan  Catholic  ord^r.  They  sailed 
t«o  days  after,  in  the  same  vpssi-l,  lor  cape  P.ilinas; 
where  it  Ij  expected  they  will  lo^'iife  permaiienlly, 
and  organize  a  branch  ol  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

The  Mendi  mission.  It  is  said  that  llie  mission- 
aries v\  ho  came  out  with  the  Mendians  have  conchid- 
ed  to  esl.ibli-h  themselves  at  Slierbro  (an  isl.ind  on 
the  coast  50  miles  south  of  Siena  Li'one)  and  com- 
mence ini;.«ionary  operations  ihere. 

The  aiiiiiveisary  ol  the  Liberia  annual  conference 
missionaiy  sooiely  was  held  011  the  17ih  ol  J-.ii.uary, 
at  which  two  hundred  and  eii;ht  dollars  were  collected 
to  aid  the  mission  funds. 

INDIA. 

The  financial  condition  of  India  appears  to  be  dis- 
astrous in  the  extreme.     This  seems   to  be  owing  to 


under  the  intrepid  colonel   Andrara,  has   penetrated  j  i,vo  prominent  causes.     In  the  first  place  the  rash  at- 


iderably  into  the  territory  of  the  province.  Ge 
neral  Pachecho  with  his  division,  is  already  on  Ar- 
roy  del  Medio.  These  forces,  in  combination  with 
those  under  the  command  of  General  Echague  and 
General  Urquiza,  form  a  body  so  overwhelming  in 
number  and  discipline,  as  to  render  even  the  slightest 


tempt  to  occupy  Affghanislan  has  cost  the  govern- 
ment already  nearly  .£20,000,000,  a  great  share  of 
which  enoniious  sum  has  been  drawn  from  the  legi- 
timate channels  of  trade.  In  the  next  place  there  is 
now  no  absolute  money  power  like  the  old  company 
monopoly,  capable,    from  its  ready  means  and  un- 


attempt  on  the  pari  of  Lopez   Santa  Fe,  (0  oppose  [  bounded  credit,  of  conlrolliiig  half  the  finauccs  of  the 
them,  quite  preposterous.  From  present  appearances,  j  wo.Hd. 

in  a  few  weeks  the  federal    forces   will  again   be  in  CHIN.'i. 

secure  possession  of  the  province  of  Entre  Rios."  It  is  said  that  Amoy,  Chusan,  and  Ningpo  had  been 

[Boston  Packet.        declared  free  ports,  and  that  the  people   of  the  Che 

Peru.     According  to  an   extract  from   El  Dia,  in  |  Keang  province  had  requested   the   English  to   take 

the  "Venczolano"  of  March  29,  the  constilution  of  i  possession,  as  they  preferred  being  under  the  British 

lo.T*  i._j  I ..«.^..l..:.«D.l    I,.-  ...^lr,..f.l    l?T--«ll...,    ...:.u  ' »  .„  *i.„  r'U. ......... 


IS24  had  been  proclaimed  by  colonel  Erselles,  with 
Gen.  Obregose  as  president  of  the  Peruvian  republic. 
Obando  has  positively  passed  through  Napo,  on  his 
ay  lo  Brazil,  with  only  a  few   followers,  in  a  state 


1      ■       „„  i,„nr,t  a.-i'in  11-10  in  snecie    All  of  the  most  abject  destitution, 
having  on  board  sJ3U,uju  in  specie,  ill!  Tiiuifpv   fi\in  rnvvov 

New  Grenada.     Carmona  had   surren-  TURKLY  AND  GKLELK 

■tlv  resi.'ned  lo  exile  himse'f.     The  con-       The  accounts  from  Constantinople  are  to 


be  30th 
April. 

Prince  Mavrocordato,  the  Greek  minister,  had  hi- 
therto made  no  progress  in  his  endeavors  to  open 
negotiations  with  the  portc  for  a  new  treaty  of  com- 
A  detachment  of  the'West  India  (colored)  regi-jraerce. 
^ent  had  left  Tobaiio  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  The  Divan  contmued  to  be  stil  almost  exclusively 
Srlrara- part  of  XI.^^s  stated,  was^ii.^  the  Syrian  question      On  the  17th, 

derii  to  march  into  the  interior,  to  watch  the  move    Selim  Bey  sailed  for  Beyrout,  with   instructions  to 
ments  of  the  Venezuelians,  who  dispute  the  terrilo-    inquire  into  the  real  stale  of  aflairs  in  the  Lebanon, 
limits  of  British  Guiana  as  laid  down  by  British  |  and  adopt,  .11  concert  Willi  Mustaplia  Pasha,  the  nie.-i- 
,      ,.,  _  sures  best  calculated  to  conciliate  the  interests  of  all 

parties.  Of  the  23d,  a  note  was  presented  by  the 
Russian  ambassador  to  the  Rei3  Kffendi,  in  which 
his  government  remonstrated  againsl  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  the  porte  towanls  Syria,  and  especially 
against  its  refusal  to  recall  Omar  Pasha  from  the 
Lebanon.  The  ditlcreiices  existing  between  Tur- 
key and  Greece  do  not  appear  to  have  been  yet  en- 
tirely settled.  On  the  25th  the  Divan  held  a  grand 
council,  at  which  the  preliminaries  of  a  dehnilive 
arrangement  were  agreed  upon,  and  the  activity  dia 
plajeu  by  the  porte  on  this  occasion  induced  a  belief 
that  theali'air  would  be  speedily  and  sulisfactorily  ter- 
minated. 

Correspondence  from  Alexandria  of  the  26lh  ull. 
announces  that  a  revolution  had  broken  out  amongst 
the  Neilsches  against  (.'haled  Bey,  who  was  compel- 
led to  lly  into  the  province  of  Lachsa. 

Letters  from  Athens,  of  the  27th  April,  inform  us 
that  two  rather  severe  shocks  of  earthquakes  were 
fell  at  Patras,  on  the  18th.  A  similar  shuck  was  ex- 
perienced at  Patras  on  the  25tli.  No  mischief  w;is 
done;  but  it  appears  that  soiiiu  linuses  sutl'ered  by  a 
shock  which  also  look  place  at  ttie  same  time  at  Iva- 
lamatre  and  Andrcossa. 


authorities.  ,     ,  , 

Favorable  accounts  from  Barbadocs  had  been  re- 
ceived. April  showers  had  fallen,  very  comforting 
to  the  young  plants  and  not  materially  interrupting 
the  manufacture  of  sugar.  Agricultural  prospects 
•were  cheering.  The  earthquake  was  felt  at  Spanish- 
town,  at  three  minutes  before  5  o'clock,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  7th.  The  shock  lasted  about  a  minute,  but 
did  no  damage.  ,   ,     , 

Accounls  from  Panama  to  the  12th  of  April,  had 
been  received.  General  Florca  was  still  president 
of  the  republic  (El  Ecuador),  but  it  was  expected 
that  Rocaluerte  would  come  in  after  another  year, 
lie  being  in  favor  with  the  peace  parly.  At  present 
the  notion  of  invading  Peru  was  popular  among  the 
military.  Dr.  Leon,  the  Peruvian  minister,  had  de- 
manded his  passport  on  account  of  Santa  Cruz  being 
allowed  to  embark,  with  a  military  expedition,  at 
Guayaquil,  and  it  had  been  given  to  hiin. 

BuKNos  Ayres.  J^arch  5.  General  La  Madrid's 
party,  who  took  refuge  in  Bolivia,  after  their  de- 
feat by  the  Buenos  Ayrean  forces,  had  been  disarm- 
ed and  removed  into  Ihe  interior.  They  were  kindly 
treated- 


government  to  the  Chinese. 

LATER.  The  Great  Western,  Captain  Hosker, 
left  Liverpool  the  evening  of  May  21,  and  arrived  at 
New  York  on  June  4,  passage  14  days  and  with  two 
days  later  information.  There  is  but  little  of  inte- 
rest. In  the  house  of  commons  on  the  20th,  sir  Ro- 
bert Peel  stated  that  t.he  commission  which  lord  Pal- 
merslon  had  sent  out  early  last  year  to  explore  the 
boundary  line  with  the  American  frontier  had  just 
returned  and  had  made  a  report  with  an  appendix 
which  would  soon  be  laid  before  them. 

Right  of  Se.iRCH.  In  a  debate  which  occurred  in, 
the  French  chamber  of  deputies  on  the  18lh  JSIay, 
it  was  declared  by  M.  Guizot  that  t!ie  treaty  provid- 
ing for  the  right  of  search  would  not  be  ratified. 
The  minister  repelled  the  idea  that  the  French  g;o- 
vernment  would  be  more  ready  lo  ratify  after  the  dis- 
solution of  the  chambers,  and  concluded  with  these 
words: 

The  line  of  conduct  which  I  adopted  two  months 
ago  in  refusing  to  ratify  the  treaty  1  will  equally 
pursue  when  the  doors  of  this  building  are  closed, 
and,  ill  the  actual  slate  of  things,  1  conceive  that  I 
should  fail  in  my  duty  were  I  to  recommend  the  ra- 
tification. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  refusal  of  France  lo 
ratify  the  treaty  are  from  the  London  Sun. 

So  far  then,  as  regards  France,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  controversy.  During  the  life  of  the  present  ge- 
neration France  will  not  raiify  the  treaty,  nor  will  the 
United  States  adopt  it. 

What,  then,  remains  for  Great  Britain  to  do?  En- 
force the  treaty  alone,  and,  if  resisted,  declare  war 
against  France  and  the  United  Stales?  Heaven  forbid' 
that  we  should  be  guilty  of  such  madness! 

We  have  already  expended  more  blood  and  trea- 
sure for  the  suppression  of  slavery  than  sound  po- 
licy and  the  happiness  of  the  African  race  would 
warrant.  Sir  t'owell  Buxtcr,  in  his  recent  clever 
book  on  the  subject,  distinctly  states  that  wo  have 
given   an   impetus  to   the  slave  trade,  by   our  cx 
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pensive,  but  blundering,  ill-directed  efforts  to  sup- 
press it. 

It  may  be  asked  what  we  v/ould  recommend 
the  British  government  to  do  in  the  present  emergen- 
cy. We  answer  distinctly,  abandon  the  treaty  alto- 
gether. 

France.  There  is  little  of  interest  from  France.  In 
the  chamber  of  deputies  the  budget  for  foreign  af- 
fairs being  under  discussion,  M.  Billault,  the  ally  of 
M.  Thiers,  assailed  the  quintuple  treaty  and  the  con- 
duct of  M.  Guizot,  in  not  peremptorily  refusing  to 
ratify  the  treaty.  He  stated  that  a  merchant  and 
shipper  of  Marseilles  had  ordered  his  captains  to 
hoist  the  American  colors  should  the  English  crui- 
sers come  within  sight,  and  that  the  same  instruc- 
tions were  about  to  be  given  at  all  the  French  ports. 
Thus  added  the  orator,  "the  impotency  of  the 
French  flag  to  protect  its  own  commerce  will  be  es- 
tablished. 

M.  Billault  complained  that  the  day  after  the  sig- 
nature of  the  December  treaty,  a  note  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  United  States,  to  notify  to  them  the 
new  alliance  of  the  great  powers,  thus  making 
use  of  the  name  of  France  to  tear  from  the  Ameri- 
can government  its  adhesion  against  the  extended 
right  of  search. 

M.  Guizot,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  treaty  had  not 
been  ratified^  and  in  its  present  form,  ipoutd  not  be  ratified. 
but  declined  to  pledge  the  responsibility  of  the  crown 
as  to  its  future  acts. 

The  words  of  M.  Guizot,  as  reported  in  the  Moni- 
teur,  were — "in  the  present  state  of  thmgs,  and  the 
neutral  disposition  of  the  public  mind,  I  should  deem 
myself  wanting  in  my  duty  towards  the  country,  were 
I  to  advise  the  ratilinalion  of  the  treaty." 

Sf.4i,v.  Our  accounts  from  Madrid  are  of  the  13th 
instant. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  mobilization  of  the  National 
Guard  was  adopted  in  the  senate  on  the  lltli  by  67 
against  12. 

Tlie  chamber  of  coraincrce  of  Malaga  has  publish- 
ed a  long  address  condcjjning  violently  the  proposal 
of  emancipating  the  slaves  in  tlie  Spanish  colonies. 
It  declares  that  such  a  measure,  founded  on  mis- 
taken principles  of  humanity,  would  be  the  ruin  of 
these  possessions,  and  that  they  (the  members  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  of  Malaga),  would  be  unwor- 
thy the  name  of  Spaniards  if  they  did  not  protest 
against  it.  The  chamber  guards  itself  against  the 
imputation  of  being  the  advocates  of  negro  slavery; 
but  it  contends  that  the  rights  of  property  in  the  is- 
lands is  sacred,  and  that  emancipation  should  be  gra- 
dual and  progressive,  and  made  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  colonists  may  approve  of.  The  document  then 
examines  at  much  length  the  state  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation in  the  islands  of  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  &c.  and 
concludes  by  protesting  against  the  propositions 
made  by  Great  Britain  for  the  emancipating  those 
slaves,  the  consequence  of  which  would  be  fatal  to 
the  independence  of  the  Antilles  and  other  colonial 
possessions  of  Spain. 

W.(.sHi«jGTON'  Irvimg.  On  Saturday  week  a  nu- 
merous raeetingof  the  gentlemen  who  wished  to  show 
some  token  of  respect  to  Mr.  Washington  Irving, 
in  case  he  landed  in  Liverpool,  from  America, 
was  held  at  the  sessions  house.  A  leiter  from  Mr. 
Irving  was  read,  concluding  with  the  following  pa- 
ragraph: 

"Permit  me  to  add,  tliat  from  certain  passages  of 
your  letter,  I  am  led  to  view  this  honor  intended  in 
a  higher  light  than  as  a  mere  compliment  confined  to 
Diyself.  I  perceive  in  it  a  desire  to  manifest  through 
me,  a  conciliatory  disposition  towards  my  country  at 
a  moment  when  untoward  circumstances  prevail,  and 
when,  as  you  intimate,  inconsiderate  and  designing  i 
men  may  seek  to  sow  discord  between  the  two  na-. 
tions.  Such  a  conciliatory  disposition,!  am  confi-. 
dent,  prevails  among  tlie  right-minded  and  right- 
hearted  of  the  two  countries,  and,  I  trust  will  be 
sufhcient  to  neutralize  any  such  mischievous  etfects 
as  those  to  which  you  allude.  There  is  no  question 
at  present  existing  between  the  two  countries,  how- 
ever difficult  at  first  it  may  appear,  which  is  not,  in 
my  mind,  susceptible  of  an  amicable  adjustment,  if 
negotiated  in  that  mutual  spirit  of  forbearance,  with 
that  delicate  consideration  for  the  peculiar  position 
and  circumstances  of  each  other's  honor  and  inte- 
rests, which  ought  to  govern  the  opinions  and  dealings, 
public  and  private,  of  two  great  and  kindred  nations, 
whose  honor  and  interests  are  in  so  many  respects 
idtiilical." 


NATIONAL    AFFAIUfS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

BY  AKD  IVITII  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SE.VATE. 

Gerrard  N.  Causin,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  vice  Peter  T.  Crutchlieid, 
whose  commission  will  expire  June  16,  1842. 


Henry  M.  Watts,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
place  of  Wm.  M.  Meredith  resigned. 

THE  APvMY. 

GENERAL    ORDERS,  NO.  33. 

Headquarters  tifthe  armii,  adjutant  general's  office, 
IVasliington,  June  2,  1842. 

1.  The  2d  infantry,  on  its  arrival  at  N.  York,  will 
proceed  by  detatchments  to  relieve  the  4th  artillery, 
as  also  the  light  company  of  the  1st  artillery;  when 
the  companies  of  the  2d  infantry  will  stand  distribut- 
ed as  follows:  Four  in  the  barracks  at  Buffalo;  one  in 
Fort  Niagara;  one  in  Fort  Ontario,  Oswego;  three  in 
Madison  ISarracks,  Sackett's  Harbor;  and  one  in  the 
barracks  at  Plattsburg. 

2.  Beingrelievcd  by  the  2d  infantry,  the  4th  artillery 
will  proceed  by  detachments  to  garrison  the  follow- 
ing works:  Fort  Monroe,  with  six  companies;  Fort 
Washington,  with  two;  Fort  Severn,  with  one;  and 
Fort  McHenry,  with  one. 

3.  On  tlie  arrival  of  any  company  of  the  41h  artillery 
at  Fort  Monroe,  the  company  of  the  2d  artillery,  now 
there,  will  proceed  to  New  York  harbor,  in  which 
four  companies  of  the  latter  regiment  will  be  posted, 
as  heretofore;  three,  (including  the  light  company), 
at  Fort  Adams,  instead  of  the  four  now  there;  two  at 
Fort  Trumbull,  Nev/  London;  and  one,  as  now,  at 
Fort  Mifflin,  Delaware  river. 

4.  With  a  view  to  united  instruction  in  the  higher 
rnsnceuvres,  the  four  light  cjinpanies  of  artillery 
%vill  be  brought  together  in  pairs,  at  points  which 
furnish  grounds  the  best  suited  for  that  purpose. — 
Consequently  the  light  companies  of  the  3d  and  4th 
artillery  will  constitute  the  permanent  garrison  of  j 
Fort  McHenry;  and  the  light  companies  of  the  1st 
and  2d  artillery,  on  being  relieved,  will  proceed  to 
Fort  Adams,  to  constitute  two  of  the  four  companies 
assigned  as  the  permanent  garrison  of  that  post. 

5.  The  other  campanies  of  the  2d  and  4th  artillery, 
and  the  companies  of  the  2d  infantry,  v/ill  be  desig- 
nated for  their  new  situations  by  the  commanders  of 
those  regiments  respectively. 

6.  The  three  field  oificers  Of  the  2d  artillery  will  take 
post  at  Forts  Columbus,  Adams  and  Hamilton;  and 
the  three  of  the  41h  artillery,  at  Forts  Monroe,  Mc- 
Henry and  Washington,  respectively. 

7.  The  commander  of  the  2d  infantry  will  take  post 
at  the  Buffalo  barracks,  and  the  major  of  the  regi- 
ment at  Madison  barr.icks. 

Commanders  of  ragimcnts  and  posts  are  charged 
with  the  prompt  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  major  general  Scott: 

H.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

MovEME.NTs  OF  TROOPS.  To  prevent  misapprehen- 
sion, it  is  proper  to  state  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
removal  of  a  large  number  of  troops  from  Florida, 
and  in  order  to  bring  together  companies  of  the  same 
regiment  for  exercise  and  drill,  many  changes  are  in 
progress  in  the  garrisons  of  various  forts.  Among 
others,  two  of  the  four  companies  now  at  Fort 
Adams,  Newport,  Rliode  Island,  are  ordered  to  other 
positions,  and  their  places  are  to  be  supplied  by  an 
equal  number,  viz.  one  light  company  of  the  2d  re- 
giment of  artillery,  and  one  light  company  of  the  1st 
artillery,  by  which  these  two  companies  will  be 
enabled  to  exercise  on  the  very  advantageous  ground 
at  Fort  Adams.  IMidisonum. 

THE  NAVY. 

A  board  for  the  examination  of  midshipmen  in  the 

navy,  whose  warrants  bear  date  prior  to  the  1st  of 

January,  1837,  has  been  directed  to  be  convened  at 


pensation  estimated  by  the  sufferer  himself  was 
promptly  awarded.  The  government  of  Uruguay 
acting  thus  honorably  in  the  matter,  expressed  the 
dc^ire  to  preserve  the  most  friendly  relations  with 
the  United  States,  not  only  from  the  advantages  of 
corameroial  intercourse,  but  also  from  similarity  of 
polititical  institutions,  and  from  a  recollection  of 
the  earlv  recognition  of  that  country's  independence 
by  the  United  States. 

The  prompt  proceedings  of  Commodore  Morris 
and  our  consul,  Mr.  Hamilton,  anticipated  the  in- 
structions of  our  government  at  home  in  reference  to 
this  case.  The  incident  itself,  and  the  successful  ter- 
mination to  which  the  difllculiy  arising  out  of  it  has 
been  brought,  may  afford  a  suitable  illustration  of  the 
important  uses  which  an  efficient  navy  is  calculated 
to  perform.  We  would  not  intimate  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Uruguay,  which  has  exhibited  so  fair  a  spe- 
cimen of  justice  and  friendly  feeling,  would  have 
done  otherwise  if  no  naval  force  had  been  at  hand 
to  back  the  application  of  the  injured  party  in  the 
affair— but  it  is  very  certain  that  the  presence  of 
Commodore  Morris  on  the  coast,  with  his  armed 
ships,  constituted  an  important  item  in  the  negotia- 
tion. [Baltimore  American, 


ST.\TES   OF    THE    USTION. 


MAINE. 
The  legislature  has  agreed  on  the  districting  of 
the  state  for  repreaeutatives,  in  anticipation  of  the 
passing  of  the  apportionment  Saw  by  congress,  as- 
suming that  it  will  pass  in  such  a  form  as  to  give 
Maine  ten  representatives.  There  wis  some  diffi- 
culty in  framing  the  bill  fo.-  this  purpose  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  but  the 
object  was  accomplished  on  the  23th  ultimo,  and  the 
house  adjourned  on  the  30th. 

MISSOURI. 
The  State  Debt.     The  debt  of  the  state  is  very 
small  compared  with  the  southern  and  western  states 
generally,  and  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz: 


Five  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock 

Six, 

Se.ven 


From  which  may  be  deducted  this 
amount  of  six  per  cents,  held  by  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  against 
an  equal  amount  of  bank  stock  owned 
by  the  state 


63,000 
514,000 

12,000 
253,261 

8842,261 


272,263  60 


„     ,  „  S569,997  40 

So  that  in  fact  the  whole  debt  of  the  state,  assuming 
the  bank  stock  to  be  good,  is  less  than  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  ~ 

IOWA. 

The  governor  has  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding 
persons  to  settle  on  a  portion  of  the  lands  lyino-  be- 
tween the  Des  ivloines  river  and  the  northern  line  of 
Missouri,  on  the  ground  that  the  tract  of  country  re- 
ferred to  belongs  to  the  Iowa  Indians,  and  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  guaranty  to  them  undisturbed 
possession  of  it. 

Proposed  State  of  Iowa.  A  law  was  passed  at 
the  late  session,  of  the  legislature  of  Iowa,  providing 
for  an  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  the  people  for 
or  against  a  state  government.     At   the  election 


the  naval  asylum,  Philadelphia,  on  Monday,  the  13th  I  .'August  next,  the  people  are  to  vote  for  or  against 


instant.  The  board  will  consist  of  commodores  Jas 
Barron,  James  Biddle,  and  George  C.  Read,  and 
captains  Daniel  Turner  and  Isaac  McKeever. 

URUGUAY.  The  Madisonion  of  the  5th  instant, 
publishes  an  afRcial  correspondence  communicated 
to  the  government  by  Commodore  iMorris  command- 
ing the  United  States  squadron  on  the  Brazil  station. 
The  letters  relate  to  an  outrage  on  an  American  citi- 
zen by  certain  functionaries  of  the  government  of 
Uruguay,  and  show  the  means  adopted  by  Co:n. 
Morris  and  the  United  States  consul  at  Montevideo 
to  obtain  prompt  redress. 

It  appears  that  the  individual  in  question  claiming 
the  protection  of  the  American  government  is  a  man 
of  color  named  George  Johnson.  He  is  said  to  be 
about  33  years  of  age,  of  very  decent  appearance, 
and  a  native  of  the  state  of  DelaM'are.  He  was  im- 
pressed at  San  Salvador,  and  on  attempting  to  es- 
cape was  subjected  to  punishment.  It  appears  also 
tliat  his  property  was  taken  from  him.  A  statement 
of  the  facts  of  the  case  having  been  made  to  Com. 
Morris  by  the  American  consul  to  whom  Johnson 
made  complaint,  measures  were  immediately  taken 
to  bring  tlie  affair  before  the  governmentof  Uruguay. 
This  was  done  so  etBcicntly  that  a  satisfactory 


convention,  and  if  they  determine  in  favor  of  one,  an 
election  is  to  take  place  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
October  thereafter  for  eighty  members  of  a  conven- 
tion, who  are  to  meet  and  form  a  constitution  of 
state  government,  which,  at  the  next  general  election, 
is  to  be  submitted  for  the  ratification  of  the  people. 


M I S  C  E  L  L  A  W  E  O  U !?. 


BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD.  On 
the  3Uth  May,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  was 
opened  for  travel  westward  as  far  as  Hancock,  and 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  company,  the 
mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore,  with"  other 
gentlemen,  made  the  journey  from  Balti.-nore  to  Han- 
cock and  back.  The  ca.'-s  set  out  from  the  depot  in 
Baltimore  about  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, reached  Hancock  in  about  seven  hours,  and  re- 
turned to  Martinsburg,  were  the  gentlemen  remain- 
ed all  night,  and  were  treated  with  great  hospitality 
by  the  citizens.  They  returned  to  Jjaitiniore  thone.xt 
morning. 

The  completion  of  this  new  division  of  41  j  miles, 

added  to   that  previously   in  operation  from  £alti- 

•  j  more  to  Harper's  Ferry  makes  a  continuous  liac  of 
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IOT;  -riUc  of  rail  mod  now  open  fnr  flaily  travel 
•ihJ  ir  ,"sp.irt:ition.  Tlie  varic  ii^  lincscf  ^Uige  coac-hcs 
wi.ici,  previn„slyran  heUvrou  Frc-.leri.-k  and  W !,«■]- 
in;  rr  Piitshurg,  have  all  bti  n  taken  ofl  that  pari 
of' the  route  lyiHg  between  Freilerick  and  Han- 
cock; and  the  latter  town  is  now  the  place  at  which 
travellers  to  or  from  the  west  l)y  this  route,  take  or 
leave  the  sta!;e  coaches.  The  rail  road  trains  be- 
tween Baltimore  and  Hancock  run  the  distance  in 
seven  hours making  a  gain  of  Unhours  in  time,  be- 
sides avoidini;  the  fatigue  and  dust  encountered  on 
the  old  route. 

The  passage  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling  is  now 
performed  in  about  41  hours,  viz.  from  Baltimore  to 
Hancock  by  rail  road  in  7  hours;  and  from  Hancock 
to  Wheeling  in  stage  coaches,  173  roilles,  in  about 
34  hours. 


KNCAMPMENT  AT  DANVILLE,  Pa.  On  the 
241h,  25th,  and  26lh  .May,  thirteen  companies  were 
present.  On  the  25th  Gen.  Scolt,  reached  the  city, 
and  was  welcomed  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  by  J, 
Cooper,  esq.  As  he  passed  the  female  seminary 
showers  of  roses,  tlowers,  and  a  ma;;nificent  wreath 
were  thrown  upon  his  barouche.  In  the  evening  he 
visited  Camp  Washington  in  a  citizen's  dress,  on  the 
next  morning  reviewed  the  troops,  and  afterward 
partook  of  a  complimentary  dinner,  at  which  nea 


approbation  of  the  king.  The  amount  apprnpria'.cd 
for  the  pavmcnt  of  these  losses,  is  eight  niiilions  <rl 
francs.  The  law  also  provides  for  the  appointment 
of  a  board  of  commissioners  to  adjudicate  upon  all 
claims. 

We  also  learn  that  some  difficulties  are  likely  to 
arise  between  Holland  and  Belgium  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  kingdom  of  Naples  on  the  other,  on  accounl 
of  some  claims  by  the  citizens  of  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium upon  the  Neapolitan  government  which  have 
been  denied,  and  that  some  apprehension  is  felt  lest 
the  former  government  should  authorise  reprisals  by 
their  citizens  on  the  Neapolitan  commerce. 

[^Madisoniun. 


MAJOR  GENEBAI,  B.^RON  »E  KAI.B. 


l.V    THE    HOUSE     OF    REPRESENTATIVES.    MAY    27. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  tlie  representatives  of  Maj. 
General  Baron  dc  Kalb,  being  in  order — 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objected  to  the  claim. 
Mr.  Washington,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  hop- 
ed the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Johnson), 
would  not  persist  in  his  objection.  This  claim  had 
been  examined  with  great  care  and  attention  by  the 
committee  on   revolutionary  claims,  and   had    been 

^ _,  ^__  llowed  without  a  dissenting  voice.     Our  very  vigi- 

liundrcd  satdownf  During^the  dinner  several  young  |  lant  chairman  even  (Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont),  who  is 
ladies  of  the  Danville  Female  Seminary  presented  1  remarkable  for  his  scrutinizing  opposition  to  all 
the  general  with  a  very  handsome  and  elegantly  ar- I  such  claims,  united  in  the  favorable  report  of  the 
ranged  arch  of  flowers,  accompanied  by  the  follow- [  committee.     [Laughter.] 

inj  note;  j      Mr.  Johnson  said   the  concurrence  of  the  chair- 

^'Genekal  Scott:  The  members  of  the  Danville  •  j^^fi^  (^^jr.  Hall),  was  certainly  a  very  strong  cir- 
Female  Seminary  would  respectfully  present  tl|is|  cumstance  in  favor  of  the  claim;  but  he  should  like 
sinij-.lc  liiken  in  commemoration  of  the  heroism,  dls-.  (q  1,^3^  the  report  read  before  he  withdrew  his  ob- 
played  at  the  battle  of  'Lundy's  Lane.' "  |  jection 

"This  ephemeral  arch  made  of  buds  and  flowers, !  jyj,.^  Washington  said  the  report  ivas  elaborate 
culled  from  nature's  fairest  bowers,  will  soon  droop  '  gnj  lo^g.  h.jt  if  the  committee  would  indulge  him 
and  die,  and   dying   exhale   mare   profusely  its  odor  1  j,e   would  briefly   state   the  grounds  upon  which  th' 

lieavenward— an  emblem  of  your  virtue,  when  you  !  committee  to  whom  the  suliject  had  been  referred    ^^y^,,^,^,^;,,-^,-.,-,-^,,,,,    ^,.j,  ^  ui-ui  uu^i  .>..  ^^,.,^.,=  ,^ 
will  have  achieved  your  last  and  greatest  victory."    ,  had  allowed  the  claim.     The  history  and  services  of,  -^^,■,^„^,„^,  i„i  ,0  honorable-due  to  the  children  of 
Whereupon  General   fecott  offered  the  following    Baron  de   Kalb  were,  he  supposed    vvell   l<n"wn   to  |  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^ho  had   laid  down   his   life  in  our  ser- 
sentimenl;  ,    ,      ^       ,     e      •  ,    n       •;;    i  the  members  of  the    committee  of  the  whole.     He  |  ^  j^     ^^^   1,^  ^^^  ,^^        ,^  ^p,„3J„   „„,,,,i^j,^j      -p,, 

The  ,rhohr!,rf  Ihe  Female  Seminary  al  Danville,  was  among  the  hist  of  ti'«e  gallant  fereigners  who  ^,,^^;,f„^^  ^^l^j  f^is  hill:  and  as  a  member  of  that 
Their  fair  and  delicate  hngers  have  woven  a  monu-  espoused  the  cause  of  the  United  Colonies  in  H'e."-!  c„,„^|ttee_as  a  member  of  the  house  of  represen- 
ment  of  flowers,  more  beautiful,   nn. re  sincere  and    siin;rg:es  for  freedom.     He  came  to  this  country  in  -  -         .'       ■■ 

the  spring  of  1777,  in  the  same  vessel  vi  ith  General 
Lafayette.  They  received  th.e  same  ranks,  and  their, 
conunissions  bore  the  same  date.  From  the  time- 
Major  General  de  Kalb  entered  the  service  he  re- 


on  by  the  superintendent  of  finance.  Very  snon  af-  | 
ter  its  adoption,  the  gentleman  then  in  that  nlfiro  > 
(the  celebrated  Robert  Morris)  resigned,  and  the 
oflice  was  abolisiied,  and  a  new  board  of  treasury 
established;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Morris 
ever  communicated  this  order  of  congress  to  Mr. 
Pearce,  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts.  The- 
claim  is  unsettled  and  ought  to  be  closed. 

The  seven  years'  half  pay  was  refused  at  that 
time  by  the  paymaster  general,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  act  of  congress  by  which  it  was  granted  pre-, 
scribed  that  it  should  be  made  up  by  the  respective 
states;  and,  as  baron  De  Kalb  was  not  a  resident  of 
any  one  of  the  United  Stales,  the  claim  could  not  be 
paid  without  express  authority  from  congress.  His 
communication  was  referred  to  a  select  committee^ 
who  reported  I  he  following  resolution: 

"iJf.TO/red,  That  the  paymaster  general  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  directed  to  settle  with  widows  and  orphans 
of  officers  who  did  not  belong  to  any  nf  the  U.  States, 
entitled  to  seven  years'  half  pay  under  the  resolution 
of  congress  of  August  24th,  1780,  and  to  issue  to 
thern  certificates  therefor." 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  day  on 
which  it  was  presented.  But  the  death  of  the  wi- 
dow of  the  baron,  which  is  said  to  have  taken  place 
about  this  period,  the  minority  of  the  children,  their 
residence  in  a  foreign  land, and  the  political  troubles 
\\'liich  agitated  France  al  that  time  prevented  the 
claim  from  being  further  pres-^ed  till  1819.  From 
that  time  to  the  present,  it  has  been  diligently  press, 
cd  upon  the  attention  of  congress;  sometimes  through, 
the  diplomatic  organ  of  France,  at  others  through 
the  solemn  and  imposing  form  of  a  message  from  the; 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  oftenor  by  direct 
appeals  from  the  memorialists  to  the  two  houses  of 
congress. 

The  third  auditor  and  the  register  of  the  trea- 
sury have  both  certified  that  no  part  of  this  claim 
has  been  paid;  and  it  seemed  to  the  committee  on 
revolutionary  claims   that  a  debt  due  for  services  so 


■  ofler- 


precious,  than   any  ever  cut  out  of  marble,  1 
ed  to  a  monarch. 

On  the  next  day  a  number  of  young  ladies  waited 
on  Gen.  Scott  at  the  dwelling  of  Dr.  Wm.  Gilmnn, 
and    presented   him  with   a    beautiful  bouquet,   and    remained  with  the  main  army  at  the  north  un'il  the 

with  the  following  short  address,  by  Miss  Moore:       '  ... 

General  Scott: 

'We,  the   representatives  of  the  young   ladies  of 


talives  of  the  United    States — as  an  .American  citi- 
zen, I   do   hope  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 

ill  withdraw  his  objection. 

Cries  of  "O  yes!  6  yes!  All  right!" 

Mr.   Johnson   thereupon    withdrew  his  objection, 


spring  of  1780.     In  the  latter  part  of  March  of  that|andjhe  bill  was   laid   aside  to   be  reported  to  the 
year  General  Washington,  having  obtained   the  con-;  h('"='* 


_ ^_  _ss  to  reinforce  th'-  s-iulhern  army 

the  town  of  Danville,  present  you  a  bouquet,  which    (he  .Maryland  and   Delaware  lines  and  the  fiVst  re- 
simple  offering   is  but  a   very  small    tcken  of  the  re-    giment  of  artillery,  placed  the  whole  under  the  com- 1 
spect  due  to  one  who  has  rendered  such  signal  ser-    ,„3|,(j  yf  General  de  Kalb,  and  he  was  directed  soon]      y\\p  r^c^nt  1 
vices  to  our  country."  'alter  to   inarch   to   South   Carolina.     On   the   Ifith  |  .  |.,,„,,p|.,,j,„,s 

On  receiving  it,  the  general  remarked  that  the  re-    August  following,  the  disastrous  baltle  of  Ca  nden  !  "^'ijj,.!;  ., '.^^cul. 
collection  of  the  scene  would  be  indelibly  engraved    ^^^^   fought,  in   which  the    gallant  De   Kalb,  while !  .j^,,,;  .,',ei,r  di'^po- 
on    his   memory  in  characters  v»hich  would    endure    leading  on  his  troops  and  animating  them  bv  his  ex-!  ,„  l(,\^  |.,e  ..jij,,', 
while   life  lasted— sutiject  only  to  mailer  of  regret    ample,  was  pierced  with  eleven  bavonet  wounds,  of 
that  thesplendi.r  of  the  foliage,  and  the  perfumes  of    ,v|,,ch  he  died  on  the  J9th  following, 
the  flowers  would  partake  of  the  transient  and  evan- 
escent nature  of  ihe  joys  of  ihis  life,  and  as  such  de- 
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cay  and  die. 
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His  widow,  not  long  after  his  death,  applied  for 
Ihe  balance  of  his  pay  due  him  at  his  death,  and  for   syiiopi 
the  seven  years'  half  pay  to  which  she  was  entitled    piopo? 

under  the  act  of  24lh  August,  1780,  but  her  claims  ;  re-pondenl  ol  Ihe  Neiv  York  Amniciii— pivsuining. , 
were  not  allowed.  It  was  admitted  by  the  auditor  hovvevpr,  Ihiil  llie  i-ililor  ol  the  Ain-ri.-aii  disagrees 
of  accounts  that,  after  charging  the  Baron  de  Kalbj  with  his  Washinglon  conespondi-nl  on  this  as  well  as, 
with  all  the  money  paid  to  him  on  his  mrn  account,  |  soir.p  others  of  Ins  opinions,  e.-^p-ciiilly  his  ultra  abo-  : 
and  crediting  him  with  his  monthly  pay  onlii,  making,  litioii  views,  lliuugh  he  c.uiliiMies  to  publish  his  let- , 
no  allowance  for  the  rations,  fora;!;e,  transportation,  i  teis.     The  letter  we  extract  Iroui  is  diled  30th  M,iy,j 


THE  SENECA  INDIANS.  The  dispute  between 
the  Seneca  Indians  and  Ogden  Land  Company  ap- 
pears to  be  adjusted.  A  grand  council  of  the  tribe 
was  held  a  few  days  since,  at  which  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer was  present,  as  commissioner  cf  the  U.  Stales, 
Mr.   Hoare  oil   the    part  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  | '"';'".".  ,." 

Dixon  on  the  part  of  New  York.     The  council  was    ^""J.  „' "  ,  ,.,    ,    ,,  ,.-,     -,  ,..,_.,  -,.,-,-  1 

held  to  consider  certain  propositions  made  to  the  Se-  i  I"  '""  .command  was  entitled  there  v»as  sti  I  a  ba-  .-You  have  failed  to  appreciate  the  pisl.ce  and  ex- 
neca  tribe  by  the  Omden  hind  company,  modifying  ^ '';"'^%'^,^Pf'^^« ''"J ''''",  ,f„S-2.4o3  6  .  Bu  tit  was  pe,|ieiicy  of  Ihe  leirenchmei.ts  made  by  the  house  ,n 
the  treaty  of  1838,  which  was  neither  just  to  the  i  ^"''S^''  '^'^''  ,■"  *'^J''  l^f*'  #2f.M00  contmeutal  „>«  naval  and  inili'aiy  -xp-ndiinies  The.,-  leli.s.l 
Indians  nlr  fairly  obtained  by  the  company.  Sixty-  """"^  ""«  P  l'',^^'',  '"  '"*  '''■'|'''^'  '"■•  "'f  ^^hsistence  ,„  g,a,„  the  vast  approprialioiis  a-^ked  by  Ihe  s.  cie- 
four  chiefs,  headmen,  and  warriors  were  present  JJ  and  clothing  ol  his  troops  on  their  way  to  the  south;  ,,,,,.,  is  .pslifi-d  by  reason^  d-nved  no  only  lioin 
„,, , .    .r  .1,.  i„.i;„„„  I  and,  as  no  vouchers  were  produced  lor  that  money,    th^  prt-scnl   very   peculiar  coiulilion  ol  tlie   lieiisiiiy 


:  other  emoluments  to  which  a  major  gen. 
nniaud  was  enlitleil,  there  was  still  a  ba- 


1842. 

You 


the  treaty  now  proposed,  with  the  consent  of  the 
company,  is,  that  the  tracts  called  the  Cattaraugus 
and  Allegany  reservations  shall  be  restored  to  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  time  lixed  for  their  removal 
from  the  two  other  traits  shall  be  extended  from 
one  year  to  two.  The  chiefs  gave  their  assent  to  the 
treaty  thus  modified.  [Evening  Post. 

INDEMNITY  TO  MERCHANTS.  By  advi'^rs 
received  from  abroad,  we  learn  that  the  project  cf  a 
law  providing  for  indemnity  to  Belgian  and  lurei.;. 
^ncrchants  lor  the  destruction  of  goods  at  Aiitwer|i, 
which  passed  the  Belgian  chamber  of  deputies  some 
time  since,  has  passed  the  senate,  and  received  Uie 


old  emission  was  advanced  to  the  baron  DeKalb  for  ol  ihe  governing  pow 
the  use  of  the  troops  under  his  command  when  he  j  nndersinod  and  fell  wilh 
marched  to  the  southward;  that,  in  the  action  of  the-  gieai  body  of  the  Aineiic 
16th  August,  1780,  when  the  baron  was  killed,  his  wiole  connliy.  wiihoul  dis 
baggage  and  papers  and  money  fell  into  the  hands  of;  On  such  subj-cts  as  these 
the  enemy;  to  which  yourcommitlce  submit  the  fol- j  ni  iss  ol  eh-ctors.  the  ni.aji 
lowing  resolution.  1  t.ix  d  articles,  is  the    lifsl    aii 

"That  the  sum  of  $226,000  of  Ihe  old  emission, !  Tho-^e  wlm  pav  for  the  exp-' 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  lale  major  general  DeKalb,  militniy  and  naval,  and  di|  I 
in  May,  1780,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  under  Ins  are  10  dec  de  on  the  aiiioiiiil  a 
commaml,  be  passed  to  his  credit  without  requiring  expeiuliture  iipcui  Hiein.  The 
voiudiers  for  the  expeiulilure,  his  accounts  and  p  rsnnal  leeli;i:j  ot  Uiose  ini 
vouchers  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy."  j  Iho.e  exnenditures,  Ihe  dwell 


that  will  he, 
.  g  loicp  by  l\naj, 
ihroughni.t  Ihe, 
seclioii  or  party.  ■ 
ion  of  Hie  great  i 
tie  consuinera  of 
last    quistion.— 
isive  luxiin.  s  ol  large 
malic  eslahlishii.enis, 
ll  lime  and   mam  er  of 
pailial  yu'.am  iits  and 
iieili-iipiy   |>rohlMl    by  1 
'IS  around  navy  yards. 


,111    peopl 
liiiciion  o 
.  the  opii 
uity    ol 
ai.d   the 


The   resolution,  though   adopted  on  the  same  day    and  iiaial  depo'.s.  and  the   creai   luilifirui 
that  it  was  oUered,  seems  never  to  have  been  acted   couiiliy,  will  bo  token  into  suwll  account. 
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-III  ilie  (irsi  place,  as  lo  ihrt  army, — Ihose  w  ho  think 
that  our  rt-siihii-  inilitary  (brce  is  lo  bf  iiicie.isfil  :il 
any  rale  vvhali-vcr.  as  Ihe  populaiion  ol'  Ih?  cmiiitry 
iiicrpasps,  h.ive  v^iy  much  niisiaken  Ihe  cli«pn*jiion 
ami  character  of  that    i)o|Hilaiion.     The  qiieslion  is 

rot,  alter  all,  »  ha'.  di'I'ptices  lines  tlie  coiiiitrv  w?nt, 

but  vih.it  .lo  Ihe  people  think  ihey  want?"  A'.il'all 
the  regular  ariiiect  lorce  Ihat  ihc  people  «ill  tolerate 
ill  liir.e  ol  peace,  is  just  so  tnurh  as  is  baivly  neres 
■eary  to  keep  our  roast  (oitific.iiinus  in  oriler,  and  to 
(■anisnn  the  line  of  lorls  on  our  [niliaii  lionlier.  A« 
to  keeping  si'ch  ail  ariiiy  on  loot  as  will  present  the 
least   show    ol    dileii 


ap.jble  ol  cherkiiu;  sin  acliial   invasion  of  ils  soil  by  ,  we  have  tv 
loreiijn  force  until  llii 


vhole 


shoMld 


gion  around  it  has  ,  iiaviil  lorce  as  now;  anii  ihe  lew  won  hi  have  iu;i  as 
pouivd  in  un  overwheliiiiti};  bod,  ol  troops  lo  its  as- ,  much  right  lo  claim  il  as  the  many,  and  would  be 
■'isiance.  In  all  this  I  leave  oul  ol  view  ilie  possibi-  ,  more  likelv  lo  have  occasion  lor  il. 
lily  of  embariassment  lo  the  enemy'.-  fleet  by  Ihe  1  '■B;il  that  is  not  what  Britain  and  France  keep 
conc.niralion  of  such  an  humble  naval  force  as  we  :  great  navies  for,  as  every  body  knows,  or  ought  to 
have  at   present.  j  know.     They  rniiltiply   their  ships  of  war  lo  keen 

•Have  you  not  "failli"  enough  in  the  judgment,  Ih.ir  colonies  in  order,  lo  {nainl,.in  "the  hahii.ce  of 
liairi.iiisni,  hoiinsty  an.l  mor:,l  ii.dependeiice  of  01, r  power,"  and  all  that  sort  ol  huu.bug.  with  which  A- 
liie-nds  in  congress  to  conceive  of  satisfaclory  reasons  ineri"ans  have  nolhing  at  all  to  do.  Have  the  B-rish 
which  may  .jiislly  prevail  with  them  in  carrying  these    and   French  been  keeping   twelve  or   twenly  Ion- of 

trenchmenl-.'     When    did     John    Q'lii.cv     Adams    battle  ships  apiece  in  Ihe  Mediierraiiean  foi  ili. 


least  show  ol  delence  against  loreign  invasion  or  n.ake  his  first  manifestation  of  a  dispo-iiion '-to  court  er  part  of  the  l.ist  tliiee  ynars  m.-rely  lo  lake  care  of 
general  insurrecMon  al  lou.e,  il  is  a  thing  quite  out  a  Heeling  popularity  at"  any  "cost,"  or  -at  the  risk  Iheir  merchant  vessels  Iheie;  No;  but  it  was  lonre- 
ol  Ihe  question  Our  only  d-pendence  in  either  ca^e  |  of  national  honor  and  national  safeU?"  Look  at  the  vent  each  oilier  from  ine.ldlin..  in  what  was  mine  of 
Uiusi  be  Ihe  miliiia;  and  all  that  now  (orbidsany  hos-iwhigs  associated  with  him  in  this  movemeni,  and  their  business.— a  piece  of  lolly,  from  which  1  liust 
tile  power  Inun  Ihrowmg  an  army  across  our  hord-Ts,  [judge  whether  they  are  men   likely  to  be  infln.  need    we  sliall  aUxays  ke^p  clea. . 

1.^  the  cerlanly  ol  a  leree  en  masse  of  the  l,,r,ls  of  the  '  in  such  a  matter,  by  any  considerations  other  than  '  "I  must  sav  thai  I  do  not  see  but  that  our  navy  is 
soil.  Uoes  any  man  p,et.-iid  lo  say  that  Ihe  12,000;  those  of  «ound  policy,  or  any  motives  ol  pariizan  already  abou!' large  enough  for  present  pur|.o^e4  _ 
soldiers  now  scattered  over  the  country  are  the  he  Mrickny  or  lime-serving  deception,  and  whether  they  Who  wants  any  more  ves.els  lyin.'  up  in  ordrnaiy 
I  fl,m,„g  C.I  an  obstacle  lo  an  invasion  i.i  any  q.iarter?  are  incapable  ol  a  due  .sens-  of  national  honor  or  na  i  and  rolling  aw..y  pi,-ce-ineal,  Lke  .Several  that  have 
Or  that  the  duleienc-  between  Ihose  12,000  and  6.000  tioiial  .langer.  or  i.n..raiil  of  our  loreign  relations,  the  '  not  bnen  sent  to  sea  in  twenty  years  and  in.ue  —and 
will  be  appreciated  in  calculating  ihe  chances  ol  an  chances  of  war.  our  menus  of  defence,  our  resou.ces  costing,  in  ten  years,  more  lor  us.  Ics=  repaii^  than  it 
liivasn.n  by  such  a  lore-  as  a  F.uro,,ean  power  woul.l  |  against  invasion  Is  A.la.ns  the  man  to  hea,|  a  band  woul.l  lo  build  as  uuiny  new  ships  of  iIih  same  siz  ' 
tmploy  against  us  in  either  cas.?  L-l  a  war  sudden- |  of  pnpuUriiy  seeking  .lemagogiies  on  a  lal.-e  quest  of ,  "What  we  sh.dl  ultimately  want,  and  what  we 
ly  break  out  between  .,9  and  Briiain,  (Iheonlv  power  j  ".cono.ny  and  ref.rin?"  Oi  is  he  so  ignorant  of  .11-  :  shonhl  go  on  lo  provide  lor"  a  f„luie  pu.p..=e,  i.  a 
,  in  the  world  with  which  we  ever  can  beat  war,)  and  plomacy,  of  Ihe  present  slate  of  Europe,  an.l  of  the  co,nmandi..g  naial  force  of  true  -ship- of  the  ii„e 
suppose  a  13. 1  ish  army  ol  60,000  men  to  be  promptly  ie.c.>nrces  of  B.iiain  that  his  for-sighl  lias  fallen  short  of  battle."  lechnic.l  y  and  .H^nificanliy  «..  calle.l — 
lamled  liom  ihe  sound  on  Ihe  north  si.le  of  Long  of  John  Tyler's?  I  pul  my  trust.  i,,d.-ed.  in  no  man.  We  oughi.  in  Ih-  cou"r=e  ..fei^^hi  or  tw-lve  y.a.s  lo 
island,  iweniy  or  thirty  miles  northeast  ol  New  Yoik.  and  «hall  always  en.leavor  to  make  my  own  tree  o.  possess  a  dispo.^able  H-ei  ol  twenty  ships  ol  liom"«0 
Sixliours  woul.l  bring  them  will:  their  artilleiy  upon  pinion  accoiding  10  iny  own  f-eble  jmlgnn^nl  of  as-  to  120  guns,  besides  what  we  may  need  lor  geneial 
the  heighis   ol   Brooklyn,  Iroin   which    their  rockets  :  ceilained   lacis;   but  wiien   I   find   inysell   arrayed  on    purposes. 

and  shot  and  shells  would  soon  burst  on  you.  j  such  a  question   of  national   policy  'against  John   Q. '      "The  fate  of  nations,  Ihe  question  of  naval  siipre. 

I       "Who  would  then  look    to  Ihe  garrisons  of  your  ,  Adams,  I  shall  wait  a  day  or  hvo  before  I  declare  my  :  lua.y,  Ihe  sovereignly  of  Ihe  seas,  are  not  settled  by 
Iforlslor  the   means  ol  delence  ?     Who   would   think    sentiments    to    the   public.      Wrong  he   may    be,    as  |  little  flotilla- of  brigs  and  .schooners,  or  corvettes   nor 
'  <or  a  inomeiil  ol  any   Unile.l  States  troops  as  defVnd-  !  wrong  he  olteii   has  been,  by  his  own  ackiiowledg-  !  by  frigate  duels.     The    desiiiiy  of  naval    empire  lor 
fti  ol  the   city  ?     What  difference  would  it  make  to    nu  nl;  but   his   dissent  from   our  opinions   011  such  a    the  next  Inimlred    years,  is  lo  be  deterinine.l  in  ann- 
you  whether   the  lorls  in  your  harbor  and   bay  were    snhJHct,  "must  give  us  pause,"  at  lea.st,  |  th^r  great  naval    battle    like    Copenhag^-n,    Camper- 

occupied  by  six  companies,  or  six  b^llalions?  For  !  •■You  raniiot  in.dte  any  intelligent  person  here  be-  down.  Trafalgar,  an.l  Navarino,  lo  be  f.mglit  sone- 
in  eilr.er  case,  not  a  iran  could  be  spared  from  them.  I  lieve  in  the  possibilily  ol  a  war  with  Britain,  now,  or  where  alongshore  between  Halifax  and  Havanna, 
••Iheie  IS  not  a  city  or  an  approachable  point  on  in  some  y-ais,  or  at  any  rale  iinlil  new  cause  of  war'  ami  in  that  battle  111-  misfortunes  anil  d  feais  of  Hol- 
our  coast  Ibai  would  giveanyotherresults  than  the.^e,  arises.  What  are  we  to  figlit  about?  The  CreoU?  land,  Denmark,  France,  Spain  and  the  Ottoman,  are 
oil  an  examination  of  Iheir  exposures  and  defences.  The  Maine  bonn.lory?  As  likely  one  as  Ihe  o'her.  to  be  avenge.l  on  the  long  insolvent  victor,  while  the 
Our  sole  reliance,  at  tins  inomenl,  and  at  any  future  '  As  to  Itie  rigid  of  s.'arch.  it  is  all  humbug.  Tliey  ;  .sympathies  of  Europe  and  all  chtistendom  shall  be 
period,  against  such  dangers,  is,  and  must  be,  the  ;  claim  no  such  thing;  and  they  ask  nothing  but  Ihe  with  us  in  Ihe  coiitesi,  and  shall  uiiileiily  hail  our 
lapi.lconcentraiionot  all  Ihe  fighting  men  of  the  ad-  [  power  ol  visitation  "which  we  have  always  exercised    victory. 

jacent  interior  to  the  delence  ol  the  attacked  point  of  over  Biitish  ineichant  vessels  on  Ihe  high  seas,  and,  "One  eighty  or  ninety  gun  ship,  yearly  ad, led  tnoiir 
coast.  Why  talk,  Uien,  ol  our  "disai  ming"  and  "in-  !  which  we  always  shall,  will,  ami  must  exercise  over'  navy  wo'ihl  be  all  that  w"  won  hi  desire  in  the  b-st 
Mlmg  af;grrssion  ?"  Il  weaie  n..t  "arme'l."  without  lall  natio'is,  anil  which  we  iiiiisl  permit  them  to  exer-  slate  ol  Ihe  treasury.  War-steamers,  for  long  criii- 
8  regular  army  capable  ol  repelling  aggressi.,n,  we  ;  cise.  In  what  h.de  or  coiner  of  diplomacy,  in  what  ze- or  deep  sea  service,  or  lor  anything  but  coast 
are  already  ••.lisai  me.l,"  and  have  been  so  for  Iweniy  lilistant  legion  shall  we  fi..d  a  cause  of  war  b-tween  and  harbor-service,  mi.s'  bt  out  of  the  question.  The 
eix  years.  A  British  secretary  at  war,  or  rominand  j  two  nalions  so  silnaied  ?  Those  who  are  bent  on  distance  from  the  coal-, lepot  will  always  delenniiie 
er  111-chiel,  would  laugh  at  the  idea  of  such  a  resist-  I  picking  a  quarrel  for  us  will  probably  go  lo  the  north-    the  limit  of  their  ulilily. 

aiice  a,  would  b.-  olieied  at  any  point  of  our  northern,  1  west  coast,  lo  Nootka  soiii.il  ami  t'o  California.  If  ^  "Meanwhile  keep  our  present  force  in  g.ind  preser- 
easlern,  or  souUiein  loast,  by  its  due  proportion  of  a  i  the  British  feel  cramped  iost  now  for  want  of  lerri-  vation,  and  in  leas.. liable  activity.  Put  an  end  to 
regular  lorce  ol  either  6,000  or  12.000,  or  even  !  Icy,  l^t  them  use  it  h>r  a  while,  and  be  at  the  expense  long  furlo.ighs  and  make  every  naval  olfic-r  earn  his 
211,0110  or  3U,0IIU  men.  But  they  know  well  thai  our  [  of  settling  anil  improving  it.  If  it  is  ours  by  right, :  pay  by  actual  service  every  year,  [f  officers  want 
means  ol  inleriur  communication  enable  iislocnncen-  i  we  can  take  it  al  any  inomi'iit,  as  soon  as  we  want  it.  to  be  •■relieved"  tlir^e  yea.-s  out  of  six. — le lieve  them 
trale  a  bundled  thousand  well  armed  and  enrolled  |  Now,  on  the  well-grounded  confiilence  of  Ihe  con.  I  altogether  of  pay  and  service.  Hail  of  them  are  now 
men,  (better  soldieis  now  Ihan  any  raw  recruits  in  a  I  tiniiance  of  peace,  of  the  rem.ival  of  the  Florida  In-  '  a  set  of  useless  ilrones,  eating  Ihe  brea,l  of  hlleness  at 
European  army.)  at  any  one  of  our  great  cities,  with-  :  diaiis.  and  the  pacification  of  the  Indian  fioniier  by  the  expense  of  the  laxe.i  pnople.  ami  forgetting  what 
ill  Iwo  days  ol  the  news  of  an  invasion;  and  Ihey  'the  novel  introiluction  of  a  little  common  honesty  in  little  they  ever  learned  of  the  business  of  a  nautical 
know  that  every  additional  day   would  increase  Ibis  I  our  arrangements  with  the  hor,ler  tribes,  calcniaiions    man.  R.  M.  T.  H." 

force  by  tens  ol  thousands,  until  Ihe  total  destruction  ;  have  been  made  as  lolhe  precise  amount  ami  descrip- ; 

ol  any  possible  invading  aiuiy  were  certain.     These  !  linn    of  permanent  armed    foice  which    the  general! 

ire  our  "cheap  .lefencts,"  and  it  is  only  Ihe  know- J  government  will  need  to  employ   this  year.     Ami  it  j THE  RIGHT  OF  SEARCH. 

ledge  ol    Iheir  exist,-iice  and   immediaie   availability    is  niion  those  calculations  that   reasonable  and  jinii- 

thai  prtvent  the  British  government  Iro  n  presum,n'.r  :  cious  and  dispas-Monate  men  here  have  come  to  the  PROTEST  OF  GEN.  CASS  AGAINST  THE  DE- 
3n  our  "helplessnes.-!"  II  they  were  at  Ihis  n,oinei"t  !  conclusion  that  •■the  peace  es-ablishmeni"  of  1,S21  i  -MANDEDCONCURRENCEOF  THE  FRENCH 
il  peace  wiih  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  ami  if  Canada  \  will  sulfice  lor  Ihe  counliy.  I      GOVERNMENT   IN    THE  TllEAT'f  OF  DE- 

Weie  so  loyal    ami  couieiileil  as  10   be  safely  left    to-      •■  Well,  then,  as  to  the  navy.  I  must  say.  that  within  I      CEMBER  20,  1841. 

•|  sell;  and  if,  then,  our  pen, ling  negotiations  shoul.l    the  last   lew  moiilhs  I  have'begun  lo  share  in  certain  |  Legation  of  Ihe  U.  S.  Paris,  Feb.  1.3,  1S42. 

ermin.iie  In  iniiliial  hoitihly,  Ihe  only  means  ol  an-  !  slron.-  impres-ions  ami  opinions  on  this  siibj.'Cl  that  I  Sir:  The  recent  signature  of  a  treaty,  having  for 
loyaiceupon  which  tliey  conhl  venture,  wouhl  be  ,  are  spreailing  and  strengthening  among  ihose  who  its  object  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
lie  desruciioii  of  all  our  merchanl  vessels  abroail,  1  have  belore  ireen  railier  ?hoiightlessly  inclined  in  fu-  :  by  five  of  Ihe  powers  of  Europe,  and  to  which  France 
he  blocka.le  ol  our  cast  and  the  occasional  attack  i  vor  of  an  indtfiuite  increase  of  our  sea-lorce,  on  the  |  is  a  party,  is  a  fact  of  such  general  notoriety,  that  it 
)f  oneul  our  sea  ports  hy  a  squadron  of  steamers, ttie  |  present  system.  As  to  this  inullipliration  oi  frigates,  i  ™ay  be  assumed  as  the  basis  of  any  diplomatic  re- 
Jiily  sort  ol  naval  force  that  lliey  dare  inlro,l.ice  into  j  ami  corvelles.  and  brigs,  I  never  ilid  believe  in  it.—  i  presentations  which  the  subject  may  fairly  require, 
my  ol  our  piincipal  harbors,  distingiiishe.l.  as  Ihey  |  And  lo  pretend,  as  many  of  onr  visionary  srliPiners  I  The  United  States,  being  no  party  to  this  treaty, 
ill  are,  by  narrow  entrances,  wh^re  a  contrary  winil  !  do,  that  our  naval  loice  must  bear  the  same  propnr-  have  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  which 
>r  a  cjIiu  wouhl  keep  any  sailing  vessel,  caught  like  !  t.on  lo  niir  commercial  tonnage,  as  the  naval  foice  of.  have  led  to  it,  nor  into  the  measures  it  proposes  to 
I  lat  111  a  trap.  Deleiicele-s  as  we  were  in  Ihe  last  i  Britain  and  Ihe  Euiopean  powers  do"s  lo  Iheir  iner-  adopt,  except  so  far  as  they  have  reason  to  believe 
far,  Ihey  .lared  not  enter  one  of  our  northern  ports.  I  chant  vessels,  is  a  little  too  gross  an  imposilioii 
rbeir  little,  solitary  "experiment"  on  Slonington  j  down  j.ist  now.  Who  in  Europe  ever  i.retended  lo 
mint,  a  bare,  open  spot,  was  not  particularly  ei.coui-  1  proportion  a  navy  lo  a  commercial  inaii'ie?  To  de- 
'S"'K  j  lemi   peaceable  and  discreet  meichanlineti,  or  to  go 

■;Perh3ps,   however,  your  anxieties  extend   lo  Ihis    comoying  them  about  in  disiant  seas  in  lime  ol  peace. 


inlurtunaie  region,  lo  the  PaluxenI  and  the  Potomac, 
'erhapsyou  lear  anotlier  aHack  on  aslave-giit  metro- 
lolis,  and  dreail  the  infamy  of  another  frigate  Presi- 
eiit  an.l  another  burned  and  phindered  capiioi!— 
•eihaps  you  sympathise  with  secretary  Upshui  in 
lis  limely  alarm  lor  Ihe  piecaiious  condition  ol  ■■Ihe 
peculiar  msliliilions,"  and  want  an  auny  ami  navy 
hige  enougti  lo  keep  the  tbreaieneil  30,0011  free  Wes! 
Indians  off  from  the  souiliern  coasi !  If  so,  pertiaps 
■oil  will  tell  me  whai  jiortion  of  our  12,000  soldieis 
rill  sulfice  lor  that  object 


liy-nursing  Ihem  and  lending  them,  as  if  iliey  were 
all  stiipi.riitlle  children  ihat  could  not  blow  Iheir 
noses  without  help,— why,  nobody  but  some  meta- 
physician, or  abstiacli.mist.  or  some  oiher  studn-u^^, 
sln'ire-g.dng  ass  ever  could  think  of  such  a  ihing.— 
Oir  merchantmen  are  all  able  lo  lake  ca.e  of  them 
selves;  and  Ihe  only  use  ol  our  men  ol-war  to  ili.-in 
is,  to  prevenl  piracy,  punish  an  occasional  attack  ol 
savage-j.  and  negotiate  now  and  then  ,111  a  seini-har 
barons  coast.  And  it  onr  n.eichaiii  vessels  in  eveiy 
sea  and  on  eveiy  coast  were  doiibh-d  or  Cerluided  in 


"NolwilhMamling  so.ne  disgracefil  instances  in  tlie  |  number    iinmedi,,lef. .  w -■  sh...ild 
iSt  war,  I  am  slow  hi  believe    Ihat   there  is  a  siuiU  ,  m   n-ol  wa.  to  .ttlr:„l  11. e."    than 


tate  in  the  union,  which  will  again  ghow  itielf  iu- 1  we  had  but  one  luercliant  vessel  on  any  coast  where  imerstuo  claims  a  right  lor  the  Bnlisii  cruisers,  aod 


that  their  rights  may  be  involved  in  the  course  of  its 
execution.  Their  own  desire  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
traffic  is  every  where  known,  as  well  as  the  early  and 
continued  efforts  they  have  adopted  to  prevent  their 
citizens  from  prosecuting  it.  They  have  been  invit- 
ed by  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  become  a 
party  to  a  treaty  which  should  regulate  the  action  of 
the  combined  governments  upon  this  subject,  but  for 
reasons  satisfactory  to  themselves,  and  I  believe  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  world,  they  have  declined  this  united 
action,  and  have  chosen  to  pursue  their  own  mea- 
sures, and  to  act  upon  their  own  citizens  only,  with- 
out subjecting  these  to  any  kind  of  foreign  jurisdio 
tion. 

In  a  communication  from  Lord  Palmerston,  her 
Brittannic  majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  American  nii- 
t   London,   dated  August  .^;7,  laU,  Lord  I'al- 
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sso 

avowi  the  intention  of  his  government  to  exercise  it, 
to  search  Ame'rican  vessels  nt  sea  m  time  of  peace 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  their  national  character.— 
He  adds,  that  "this  examination  of  papers  of  mer- 
chantmen suspected  of  being  enga-ed  m  the  slave 
trade,  even  though  they  hoist  a  United  States  aag  is 
a  proceeding  which  it  is  al)snlutely  necessary  that 
British  cruisers,  employed  in  the  sufpresMon  of  the 
slave  trade,  shonlil  continue  to  practise,"  &.C. 

In   a  commnnication  from  the  successor  of  Lord 
Palmerslon,  Lord  Aberdeen,  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  dated 
13th  of  October,  l.'*41,  the  views  and  determination 
announced  in  the  preceding  letter  are  confirmed,  and 
Lord  Aberdeen  thus  states  the  ground  upon  which 
rests  this  pretension  to  search  American  vessels  m 
time  of  peace:     "But  the  undersigned  must  observe, 
that  the  present  happy  concurrence  of  the  states  of 
Christendom  in  this  great  object  (the  suppression  of, 
the  slave  trade)  not  merely  justifies,  but  renders  in-  ] 
dispensable,  the  right  now  claimed  and  exercised  by  | 
the  British  government,"  that  is  to  say,  the  right  ol 
entering  and  examining  American  vessels  to  ascer- 
tain their  true  nationality. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  offer  any  comments  upon 
tliis  pretension,  nor  upon  the  reasons  advanced  in 
support  of  it;  and,  if  it  were,  I  should  find  the  duty 
far  better  performed  for  me  than  I  could  perform  it 
forinvselfin  the  annual  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  congress  of  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1S41.  In  that  document  will  be  found  the  views 
of  the  American  government  upon  this  subject,  and 
it  is  there  emphatieallv  declared,  that  however  desir- 
ous the  United  States  "may  be  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  they  cannot  consent  to  interpolations 
into  the  maritime  code  at  the  mere  will  and  pleasure 
of  other  governments.  We  deny  the  right  of  any 
such  interpolation  to  any  one,  or  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  without  our  consent.  We  claim  to  have  a 
voice  in  all  amendments  or  alterations  of  that  code, 
and  when  we  are  given  to  understand,  as  in  this  in- 
stance, by  a  foreign  government,  that  its  treaties  with 
other  nations  cannot  be  cxeculed  without  the  estab- 
'  lishment  and  enforcement  of  new  principles  of  mari- 
time police,  to  be  applied  without  our  consent,  we 
must  employ  a  language  neither  of  equivocal  import 
nor  susceptible  of  misconstruction. 

You  will  perceive, sir,  by  these  extracts  that  the 
British  government  has  advanced  a  pretension  which 
it  asserts  to  be  indispensable  to  the  execution  of  its 
treaties  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  to 
which  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  declar- 
ed that  the  American  government  will  not  submit. — 
This  claim  of  search,  it  will  be  observed,  arising,  as 
is  asserted,  out  of  existing  obligations,  has  relation 
to  the  isolated  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  this  traffic 
which  were  in  force  at  the  date  of  Ihe  communica- 
tions of  Lord  Palmerston  and  Lord  Aberdeen.  It  is 
now  known  that  the  eombined  treaty  upon  this  sub- 
icct  is  more  extensive  in  its  operations,  and  more  mi- 
nute in  some  of  the  details  of  its  execution,  ihan  the 
separate  treaties  with  France,  which  preceded  it, 
and  equally  indefinite  in  the  duration  of  its  obliga- 
tions. Of  course  measures  which  were  not  only  jus- 
tifiable but  indispensable,  for  the  execution  of  the 
latter,  will  find  equal  justice  and  neceasity  in  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  former. 

With  this  previous  declaration  made  by  one  of  the  i 
parties  to  this  quintuple  treaty,  concerning  its  opera- 
tions the  American  government  cannot  shut  their 
feves'to  their  true  position.  The  moral  ell'ect  which 
such  a  union  of  live  great  powers,  two  of  which  are 
eminently  maritime,  but  three  of  which  have  never, 
tierliaps,  had  a  vessel  engaged  in  that  traffic,  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  upon  the  United  States  and  upon 
other  nations,  which,  like  them,  may  be  indispo.scd  to 
these  combined  movements,  tiiougli  it  may  be  re- 
gretted, yet  furnishes  no  just  cause  of  complawt.— 
But  the  subject  assumes  another  aspect  when  they 
are  told  by  one  of  the  parties  that  their  vessels  are 
.  to  be  forcibly  entered  and  examined  in  order  to  carry 

■  into  effect  these  stipulations.     Certainly  the  Amcri- 

■  can  government  does  not  believe  that  the  high  pow- 
ers, contracting  parties  to  this  treaty,  have  any  wish 
to  compel  the  United  States  by  force  to  adopt  their 
measures  to   its   provisions,  or  to  adopt  its  slipula- 

They  have  too  much  confidence  in  their  sense  of 
iustico  to  fear  any  such  result,  and  they  will  see  with 
pleasure  the  prompt  disavowal  made  by  yourself,  sir, 
w  the  name  of  your  country,  at  the  tribune  of  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  of  any  intentions  of  this  na- 
ture But  were  it  otherwise,  and  were  it  possible 
thevmi-ht  be  deceived  in  this  confident  expectation, 
that  woSid  not  alter  in  one  tittle  their  course  of  ac- 
tion Their  duly  would  be  the  same,  and  the  same 
would  be  their  determination  to  fulfil  it.  They 
would  prepare  themselves,  with  apprehension  in- 
deed but  Without  dismay— vNith  regret,  but  with 
firmness,  for  one  of  those  desperate  struggles  which 
have  sometimes  ocruri^t)  in  the  history  of  the  world 


_.      ...  .  -1  reading,  on   the   23d   of  May.     The   foUowii 

which  they  must  resist.     How  far  the  acts  of  one  of:  gonjensed  report  of  Sir  Robert's  speech: 

the  parties,  putting  its  construction  upon  its  own  du- 1      g,^  j^  p^^j  i^f,„  ^.^^f.  to  bring  forward  the  propose. 

ties,  and  upon  the  obligations  of  its  co-contractors, ;  ^j  ^f  ji^^   government  for   the  revision  of  the  tariff. 

,     i.j  r ^ «c     ._  ...  ..    'Miy  stating,. 

colleagues 
their  reiection.  I  do  not  presume  to  judge.     i;ertain  ;  v,^,,^  been  to   abolish    prnhibitiou,  by  reducing  prohi- 


y — men   u  is  aiso  a   uui_y  tu  l  i.uh-'^   ^w  j..u...u^.  -..-    ^^^^  ^^  ^,rjg  ^^^^  me  jjuvcihuh^mi.  i.a^  ^i,^^^  .-'  ._ 

same  course.  Should  she  put  this  construction  upon  .j^i^g  on  a  great  variety  of  articles,  so  as  to  give  to  i 
:ier  obligations,  it  is  obvious  the  United  Slates  mustj  ain^p^t  every  one  of  those  classes,  which  might  m-i 
jo  to  her  us  they  will  do  to  England,  if  she  persist  in  j  gyitably  sulfer  from  some  one  or  more  of  the  redue-- 
iiiic  nit^rt- iinnn  thpir  indenendencc.  t;^«o    n    frxmnpnur^iian   iinon    others.     For  instance. 


u«  ^^  . —  ^.w  — J   ------    ^         ,  4  J  eviiaui>  bijiici   iiuiii  Buiiiiy  ui.^  w. -  _ 

this  attack  noon  their  independence.  tions,  a   compensation   upon   others.     For  instance. 

Should  she  not,  it  docs  not  become  me  to  investi-j  (1,^   reduction  of  the  duty  on   various  kinds  of  seed 

1  a  supply  from  abroad,  impair  the 


the   reduction  of  the  duty  on   various  kinds  ol  seed 

gate  the  nature  of  her  position  with   respect^ to  one  j  might,  by  letting  '  "  ' ■""""■'  •■""■"■•"■'' 


concerning  their  re-1  p^ufits  of  particular  dealers;  but  the  benefit  thereby 

,u..v,o  „^^,^  ^^  --  y  difierent  from  their  |  conferred   upon   agriculture  in  general  would  he  an 

But  I   may  express  the  hope  that  the  gove 


of  her  associates  whose  opin „  

lative  duties  would  be  so  widely  difierent  from  their  ■  conferred 


lamc  IJUL1C3  wuuiu  uii    o"  "  .ij^.j  ^.....•.  V. -  coiuericu    ujii/u    0,^1  i..v..v«4^   •-.  & 

own.  But  I  may  express  the  hope  that  the  govern- '  important  one.  Again,  in  respect  of  furniture 
ment  of  his  majesty,  before  ratifying  this  treaty,  |  y,^(,(js  the  high  duties  had  greatly  discouraged  the 
will  examine  maturely  the  pretensions  asserted  by  ^  industry  of  the  cabinet  makers  here,  and  induced 
one  of  the  parties,  and  see  how  these  can  be  recon-:  importations  of  foreign  furniture.  He  trusted  tl.at 
cHed,  not  only  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  i  t|,e  reduction  of  duty  would  establish  an  export 
United  States, but  v/ith  the  received  principles  of  the  |  trade  in  that  manufacture,  and  lead  to  the  extensive 
great  maritime  code  of  nations.  I  may  make  this,y3eof  mahogany  in  some  branches  of  ship-building 
appeal  with  the  more  confidence  from  the  relations!  to  which  it  was  peculiarly  applicable.  Next,  as  to 
subsisting  between  p'rance  and  the  United  Stales,  i  jo^pign  ores;  for  example,  copper.  At  present,  that 
from  a  community  of  interest  in  the  liberty  of  the  I  metal  was  smelted  abroad,  and  copper  could  be  there 
seas,  from  a  community  of  opinion  respecting  the  1  ^old,  and  applied  to  the  sheathing  of  vessels  and 
principles  which  guard  it,  and  from  a  community  in  :  other  purposes,  at  rates  much  below  these  at  which 
danger,  should  it'cver  be  menaced  by  the  ambition  .^e  game  objects  could  be  executed  in  England  not. 
of  any  maritime  power.  |  withstanding  our  coal  and  our  manufacturing  advan- 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  in  asking  the  attention  Itages.  Spermaceti  and  "th<;r  whale  oils  were  im, 
of  his  majesty's  government  to  the  subject  of ''''^  po^ant  articles  in  our  manufactures  and  i  was  no^^ 
quintuple  treaty,  with   a  view  to  its  reconsideration,  ^  proposed   to   reduce  ^'e  duties  upon  'h^m,  becau^^ 

I  am  reauestiiiE  nothing  on  the  part  of  the  U.  States  I  whale   oil   had   been    100   per   cent,   dearer  in  inuj 
neon  h^enf  wi'th  Oie  dttie"s  of  France  to  other  pow-   country  than  in  the  United   S'a'es  f  ich  ha    manj., 

ers.     If,  during  the  course  of  the   discussions  upon  i  factures  extensively  consuming  '^.s  aitic  e  and  ^uj^ 

II  s  treaty,  preparatory  to  the  arrangement  of  its  j  cessfuUy  competing  with  7^:  "^,  Tt  ?i s  co"* 
provisions,  England  had  asserted  to  the  other  parties  :  house  of  Mr.  Deacon  Hume's  didum,  that  '» '^  c°ui. 
the  pretensions  she  now  asserts  to  the  United  btates, ;  try.  having  plenty  of  untaxed  iron  »"'  P'f  "'^  "^  "J 
as  a  necessary  consequence  of  its  obligations,  I  can- j  taxed  coal,  wanted  only  p  enty  of  untaxed  woo  1  tt 
not  be  wrong  in  presuming  that  France  would  not!  give  ample  employment  to  her  mdustry  and  this  >v. 
have  signed  it  without  guarding  against  this  impend-  the  principle  on  which  government  "o^v  piopo^ 
ing  difficulty.-  The  views  of  England  are  now  dis-  the  reduction  in  the  duties  on  t  mbei  He^"o*canK 
closed  to  you,  but  fortunately  before  its  ratification;;  to  articleso  foi-^'S"  "^a""f^f.''f '^;  °"  l^''  ^,^^, 
and  this  change  of  circumstances  may  well  justify  contemplated  so  to  reduce  d"t>«.  ha'  ';^';y^''™'^J 
the  French  government  in  interposing  such  a  remedy   no  ease  exceed  the  m,^mum  of  20  P^Jf^^'' .  J\^» 


as  it  may  think  is  demanded  by  the  greater  interests 
involved  in  this  question. 

As  to  the  treaties  of  ]«31  and  1833,  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade,  1  do  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  advert  to 
their  stipulations.  Their  obligations  upon  the  con- 
tracting parties,  whatever  these  may  be,  are  now 
complete;  and  it  is  for  my  government  alone  to  de- 
termine what  meas-ures  the  United  States  ought  to 
take  to  avert  tlie  consequences  with  which  they  are 
threatened  by  the  construction  which  one  of  the  par- 
ties has  given  to  these  instruments. 


)  easti  e.M:ccu  m^  li.ifcA. ..."■'.  —    —    I . 

lid  that  such  a  reduction,  unless  accompanied  wil 
a  repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  was  great  injustice  to  tlv 
British  operative.  But  in  fact,  there  had  been,  a 
the  amount  of  duties  in  this  very  week  evmccd, 
verv  great  reduction  in  the  duties  on  grain.  Sal 
provisions,  too,  which  had  been  hitherto  under  a  Uji 
tal  prohibition,  would,  under  the  new  system,  be  ml 
milted  at  a  duty  of  about  a  penny  a  pound  So  i 
to  live  animals,  about  which  he  trusted  he  should  B 
able  to  make  a  fully  satisfactory  explanation.  8 
likewise  as  to  fish,  particularly  the  fish  in  which  l* 
'  poor  were   most  interested,  namely,  herrings.     J  h 


■s  has  given  to  these  instruments.  poor  were   mosi  '"'<=,™^.^"'' "^-'^'V '^T hcncefort 

1   havlthe  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Irish  peasant  "ojv  paid  20s  per   barrel,  hencelort 

the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to    he  would   get  '.hat  barrel  from  Noi  way  for  1(). 


Lite     lUCaSiJf^C    VJl       llll.     ^l  V31U1.H1,  V/l       H'^     .ji..v..w     .... — 

congress,  in  December  last,  and  of  the  annual  docu, 
ments  which  accompany  it.  Among  the  latter  will 
be  found  the  correspondence  between  the  British  se- 
cretaries of  slate  and  Mr.  Stevenson  upon  the  sub- 
ject herein  referred  to.  From  these  you  will  learn 
the  respective  views  of  the  American  and  British 
governments. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  that  this  communica- 
tion tias  been  made  without  any  instructions  from 
the  United  States.  I  have  considered  this  case  as 
one  in  which  an  American  representative  to  a  for- 
eign power  should  act  without  awaiting  the  orders 
of  his  government.  1  have  presumed,  in  the  views 
I  have  submitted  to  you,  that  I  express  the  feelings 
of  the  American  government  and  people.  If  in  this 
I  have  deceived  myself,  the  responsibility  will  be 
mine.  As  soon  as  I  can  receive  despatches  from 
the  United  States,  in  answer  to  my  communications, 
1  shall  be  enabled  to  declare  to  you  either  that  my 
conduct  has  been  approved  by  the  president,  or  Ihat 
my  mission  is  terminated. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your 
excellency  Ihe  assurances  of  my  very  high  and  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  L.  CASS. 

His  cxcelleiicr  M.  (inijox,  minister  for  foreign 
aSairs. 


lie    WOUIU     tici.     iiiai-    u.A.1^.   .. -■--  ., 

would  procure  herrings  off  his  own  coast,  by  mear 
of  that  improved  craft  which  the  reduced  duty  .: 
timber  would  enable  him  to  obtain  there.  1  he  Oiiln 
were  also  to  be  reduced  on  the  importation  of  pel 
toes,  rice,  and  hops;  on  the  last  of  which  arlicU 
the  reduction  of  duty  would  be  Irom  .t8  lis.  to* 
10s.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  a  full  dispositM 
had  been  proved  on  the  part  of  government  to  lo«'i 
the  prices  of  those  articles  of  food  which  are  pri 
cipally  consumed  by  Ihe  poor.  ,     .    u- 

He  exposed  the  error  commonly  prevalent  abW 
the  comparative  cheapness  of  living  m  the  gr» 
manufacturing  towns  of  the  continent  where,  i 
though  food  was  indeed  produced  cheaply,  the  wor 
man  had  always  to  buy  it  ilenr,  by  reason  of  the  o 
troi  duties  payable  at  the  gates  of  every  city.  1 
then  argued  as  to  the  straw-plait  and  other  maiiiiia 
lures,  that  under  Ihe  present  extent  of  smuggling 
induced  by  high  duties,  there  was  in  actual  pracli 
no  protection  "at  all.  Now,  he  came  to  the  gre 
question  touching  the  imporlation  of  live  cattle,  t 
had  been  strongly  pressed  to  deter  to  the  a|>prohe 
sions  entertained  on  this  subject;  but  he  be  leyed 
to  be  a  grouiulless  panic.  Advertisements  had  bP 
published  for  supplying  English  towns  through  afi 
at  Hamburg  with  meat  at  3d  a  pound,   and   peo| 
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had  been  frightsned  by  those  offers  into  selling  their 
cattle  at  a  sacrifice.     If  they  had  waited  to  inquire, 
they  would  have  found  that  no  such    firm  existed  at 
Hamburg,  and  that  meat  in  that  city  itself  was  at  Gd 
a  pound.     He  would  not  say  that  there  would  be  no 
reduction  in  the  price  of  meat — there  would  be  some; 
and  some  there  ought  to  be,  for  the  price  of  meat  in 
Kngland   was  now  too  high.     The   influx   of  cattle 
from  Scotland  and  Ireland  by  steam,  within  the    last 
fifteen    years,  had  been   immense;  yet   the  price  of 
meat  had  still  gone  on  increasing.     All  this,  it  must 
be  remembered,  went  to  swell  the  navy  estimates. 
The  m.eat  consumed  by  Greenwich  hospital  alone 
cost  ^^4,000  more  in  1841,  than  m   1835.     The  chief 
objection  made   against  the   intended    admission  of 
cattle  was,  that  the  duty  was  proposed  to  be  uniform 
per  head,  on  the  fat  as  well  as  the  lean.     Now,  the 
admission  of  the  lean  cattle  was  of  course  an    ad- 
vantage to  the  grazier,  whose  business  was   to  buy 
them  for  fatting;  and  so  far  there  was  a  clear  bene- 
fit to  one  important  class  of  agriculturists,  which  be- 
nefit would    be  diminished  if  lean  cattle  of  a    large 
size  were  made  to  bear  a  heavier  duty  than  lean  cat- 
tle of  a  small  size.     But  now  as   to  the  fat  cattle. 
The  great  [iroleclion  on  fat  cattle  was  not  amount  of 
duty,  but  the  length  and  roughness  of  the   voyage; 
no  fat  ox  could  ever  cross  the  bay  of  Biscay.  France, 
however,  was  nearer,  and  the  agriculturists  feared 
an  influx  from  her  shores.     But  France,  for  many 
years,  instead  of  exporting  cattle   had,  on  the   bal- 
ance, been  importing  them,  and  the  price  of  all  sorts 
of  meat  had   been  rising   throughout  that  country. 
He  showed  that  the  danger  was   equally  chimerical 
of  importation   from    Belgium,  Holland,    Germany, 
and  the  Prussian  League.     England  had   another  se- 
curity in  the  quality  of  her  meat.     So  great  was  its 
superiority,  that  he  did  not  despair  of  seeing  Eng- 
land an  exporter  of  that  article.     He  was  asked  why 
not  impose  the  duty  by  weight   instead  of  per  head? 
He  would    answer  fairly,  that  he  wished    to    have 
meat  somewhat  cheaper  in   London;  but  still  the  in- 
crease of  our  population,  and  the  scarcity  of  conti- 
nental stock,  gave  a  complete  security  against  any 
very  great  diminution  of  price.     We  were  export- 
ing horses  even  now;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  we 
should   not  hereafter  export  other  cattle   likewise. 
On  the  whole,  the  fullest  communication  and    consi- 
deration  had  strongly  confirmed  the  government  in 
their  intentions  as  to  the  duty  upon  cattle.  He  would 
not  revive  the  discussion  on  the  corn  question;  that 
he  considered  as  decided  by  parliament;  but,  at  the 
proper  time,  he  was  prepared    to  state  the  reasons 
why  the  government  did   not  consider  the   general 
principles  of  free  trade  (which   they  fully  admitted) 
as  applicable  to  the  present  state  of  the  sugar  and 
timber  questions.  They  had  endeavored  to  act  in  the 
spirit  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  to  do  as  much  general 
good,  with  as  little  individual   hardship,  as  possible. 
Even    for    individuals,    they    trusted,    the    measure 
would  provide  compensation:  and  they  believed  that 
for  the  people  at  large  the   benefit  would   be   exten- 
sive.    He  regretted  that  other  nations  had  not  enter- 
ed into  their  views,  and  he  had  reserved  some  sub- 
jects for  arrangement  with  tliem;  but  let  them  take 
what  course  they  might,  it  would  still  be  our  interest 
to  buy  cheap  and  sell  dear.     The  day  would   come 
when   those  nations  also  would   see  their    interest; 
their  perseverance  in  high   duties  would   be  met  by 
that   inevitable   corrective— the  smuggler;  and  the 
example  of  England,  contrasted  with  that  of  states 
pursuing  opposite  principles,  could  hardly  fail  of  ul- 
timate efieot,  and  of  reciprocal  benefit.     The  right 
honorable  baronet  concluded    his  speech  in  the   fol- 
lowing terms:  "I  have  now  fulfilled  the   purpose  for 
which  I  rose,  which  was  to  slate  the  general  scope 
of  the  com:nercial  arrangements    proposed  by    her 
majesty's  government,  and  to  vindicate  those  por- 
tions of  it  which  have  been  most  exposed  to  excep- 
tions, from   many  gentlemen   who  were   the  most 
strenuous  advocates  of  the  principles  of  free  trade; 
for,  with  respect  to  the  principles  themselves,  1   ap- 
prehend there  can  be  but  little  ditference,  that  is  to 
say,  with  respect  to  the  advantage  of  purchasing  in 
the  cheapest  market:     (Cheers.)     I  know  the  mean- 
ing of  that  cheer:  but   I  do  not  wish  now  to  enter 
into  discussion  with   respect  to  the  article  onvvbioh 
an  exception  has  been  made,  the  article  of  sugur.     1 
have  stated,  and  1  am  ready  to  state  again,  the  rea- 
sons that,  in  my  belief,  make  this  article  an  excep- 
tion  from  rules  generally  applicable;  but  1  do  not 
wish  now  to  enter  into  this  discussion.     Some  objec- 
tion has  been  made  to  this  arrangement,  on  account 
of  iti  limited  extent.     It  has  been  said,  that  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  have  been  dealt  with,  with  a  more  un- 
paring  hand.    I  am,  however,  of  a  different  opinion.  1 
think  we  have  gone  far  enough;  and  that,  if  we   had 
made  a  greater  change  with  respect  to  the  corn  laws,  it 
would  only  have  aggravated  the  distress  under  which 
the  country  labors.     I  think,  considering  all  the  con- 
tingent circumstances,   w« 


change  as  is  justifiable.  It  is  impossible  to  deal  with 
such  great  interests  without  feeling  their  vast  impor- 
tance; and,  m  doing  so,  we  must  take  care  to  do  as 
little  injury  as  possible  to  individual  interests.  I 
have  acted  on  the  principle  laid  down  by  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson, with  whom  I  acted  in  1825,  in  carrying  out 
his  commercial  reforms.  It  is  in  the  temper  and 
spirit  of  his  words  that  I  and  my  colleagues  have 
acted  and  have  attempted  to  act.  We  have  attempt- 
ed to  simplify  the  tariPT,  but  v/ith  care  and  circum- 
spection, so  that  as  small  an  amount  of  individual 
suffering  as  possible  shall  be  inflicted.  1  deeply  re- 
gret that  it  should  be  necessary  to  create  any,  or 
even  the  least  apprehensions  of  it;  hut,  if  you  admit 
that  objections  on  that  ground  ought  to  weigh  against 
the  change,  then  you  must  postpone  it  indefinitely.  1 
sincerely  hope  that  the  result  v/ill  be  an  increase  of 
the  command  over  the  enjoyments  and  comforts  of 
life  on  the  part  of  industry.  We  have  made  this 
proposal  in  a  time  of  considerable  financial  difficul- 
ty, setting  the  example  to  other  countries  not  to 
seek  to  repair  their  finances  by  restrictions  on  com- 
merce and  trade  with  foreign  countries,  and  I  regret 
that  other  enlightened  communities  hive  not  done 


one  er.untry  to  another,  and  with  them  the  power  of 
producing  at  cheap  rates,  arising  from  more  genial 
climates,  better  soil,  greater  skill,  or  cheaper  labor; 
and  perhaps,  as  is  the  case  in  some  instances,  all 
these  advantages  combined.  This  adaptation  to  pro- 
duce the  same  articles  at  lower  prices,  in  different 
countries,  has  been  carried  out  to  an  extent  that 
seems  almost  miraculous,  besides  having  been  of  the 
highest  importance,  in  point  of  civilization,  to  man- 
kind. These  commercial  enterprizes  are  the  great 
missionaries,  if  I  may  so  speak,  that  have  opened  up 
the  way  to  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  which,  1 
think,  has  always  been  preceded  by  an  introduction 
of  the  common  arts  of  life. 

To  proceed  with  my  illustrations  of  the  import- 
ance and  increase  of  commerce  with  its  changes: — 
Tea,  for  example,  was  first  brought  to  England,  about 
the  year  16(j0.  and  now  more  than  30,000,1100  pounds 
are  imported  into  that  realm  annually,  yielding  a 
revenue  of  $15,000,000. 

There  are  also  20,000,000  pounds  imported  into 
the  United  States,  which  is  now  admitted  free  of  du- 
ty. Coffee  was  introduced  a  few  years  earlier  than 
tea,  into  Europe;  the  consumption  of  which,  upoti 


the  same:  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  hound  to  say,  I  the  continent  is  much  greater  in  proportion  than  that 
that  I  think  it  is  for  the  interest  of  this  country  to  1  of  tea.  We  import  and  consume  annually  nearly 
buy  cheap,  even  if  other  countries  will  not  buy  |  90,000.000  pounds  of  coffee,  and  without  duty.  3u- 
cheap  too.  Notwithstanding  temporary  obstructions,  gar,  which  has  become  almost  a  necessary  of  life, 
I  believe  that  the  example  of  England  will  finally  was  not  in  common  use  at  a  much  earlier  period  than 
prevail:  and  although  other  countries  may  entertain  tea  and  coffee.  Rice,  which  has  become  one  of  the 
a  delusive  hope  of  repairing  their  finances  by  re-  j  great  staples  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  a 
strictive  duties,  yet  experience  would  prove  that  j  very  important  one  to  the  whole  country ,was  brought 
they  would  not  succeed.  A  loss  of  revenue  would  to  the  former  state  from  India,  not  earlier  than  the 
be  the  consequence.     What  was  the  consequence  of  year  1700. 

restriction  and  prohibition  in  Spain,  wl  ere  they  ex-  j  These  four  great  articles  of  European  and  Ameri- 
isted  in  full  force.'  Why,  eternal  conflicts  on  the  !  can  consumption,  with  that  yet  more  important  pro- 
frontier,  and  no  revenue.  In  the  United  States  of  j  duct  cotton,  are  ail  natives  of  the  east.  The  soil  of 
.America,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  same   attempt  has  i  South  Carolina,  but  fifty  years  since,  produced  more 


been  made:  and  in  the  empire  of  Russia;  where  the 
attempt  to  fetter  manufactures  will  bring  its  own 
punishment.  The  example  of  England,  if  she  pur- 
sue her  course  in  the  right  path,  must  tell  on  foreign 
countries;  and  if  they  resort  to  a  contrary  policy, 
they  ought  not  to  discourage  you.  Act  on  the  prin- 
ciples you  believe  to  he  sound,  and  though  they  may 
he,  for  a  time,  unprofitable  to  yourselves,  yet  they 
will  tell  to  your  advantage  among  those  who  are 
wise  enough  to  follow  them." 

There  is   but  little  doubt  of  the  prevalence  of  sir 
Robert  Peel's  measure,  by  a  large  ma|ority. 


AMEKICAN  IN'U'ERESTS. 


No.  1. 
From  lilt  Richmond  tVhig. 
The  extraordinary  condition  of  our  country  at  the 
present  lime,  without  money  or  sound  credit,  and 
with  all  the  elements  of  prosperity  in  it,  induces  me 
to  address  a  few  observations  to  our  friends  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  cotton;  and  perhaps  the  views 
1  shall  present,  may  apply  to  other  articles,  the  pro- 
duce of  oursoil. 

I  will  here  remark,  that  I  have  been  an   actor  and 
md 
countries  for   the  last  twenty-five  years.     My   pur. 
suits  and  condition  in  life  have  led  me  to  v\'atch  tl 
of  i 


than  1,000,000  pounds  of  Indigo,  which,  at  that  pe- 
riod, constituted  an  immense  commerce,  and  brought 
to  her  people  wealth,  in  the  commodities  of  foreign 
countries.  Now,  what  has  become  of  her  Indigo 
plant'  Why,  its  cultivation  has  been  transferred  to 
Bengal.  And  the  cotton  of  India,  transplanted  to 
the  soil  of  South  Carolina,  has  become  hev  most  va- 
luable production. 

It  may  be  asked,  how  this  transfer  of  the  Indigo 
culture  was  made?  And  how  the  quality  was  im- 
proved, and  the  quantity  increased  to  the  large 
amount  of  nine  millions  of  pounds  for  exportation, 
which  commands  the  markets  of  the  world?  This 
revolution  was  accomplished  through  the  aid  furnish- 
ed in  money  to  the  cultivators,  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, combined  with  the  persevering  industry  and 
talent  of  individual  enlerprize  and  power.  Precise- 
ly the  same  means  were  then  adopted,  as  regards  the 
cultivation  of  Indigo,  as  are  at  the  present  time  in 
progress  in  regard  to  the  growth  ot  cotton. 

No.  II. 

Opium  is  another  article  of  commerce,  which  will 

illustrate  the   fact  I   have  endeavored  to  prove.     It 


close  observer  of  and  in,  the  affairs  of  this  and  other  I  was   formerly  produced   in  Turkey,  for  the  China 

market,  and  4000  or  5000  chests  were  annually  ship- 
ped from  Turkey  to  that  country.     This   export  to 

nt  at  home  and  abroad — GreatiChina  has  ceased  altogether,  in  consequence  of  the 

Bri'tainTn  part'ciihrwith  her  vast  and  colonial  pos-  ,  prodigious  increase  of  its  cultivation  by  the  British 
sessions  and  colossal  power,  has  been  constantly  be- j  in  India.  The  exports  of  this  drug  from  India  to 
fore  me'  The  proceedings  of  parliament,  the  East  j  the  celestial  empire  previous  to  the  late  troubles  m 
India    company,  and    individuals  engaged  in  extend-    that   "— '■■■'•''"''     "-<■    -"  — -    -.—>:...    -f 


ng  the  possess'ions  of  the  British  empire,  I  have  ob 
served  with  a  deep  and  abiding  interest. 

It  is  known  to  many  persons  of  the  southern,  and 
in  fact  all  the  states,  that  an  effort  is  now  in  progress 
to  increase  the  quantity  and  improve  the  quality  of 
cotton  in  British  India,  and  that  persons  of  skill  and 
intelligence  in  this  branch  of  agriculture,  have  gone 
from  several  of  our  cotton-growing  states  to  India, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  views  of  the 
East  India  company,  and  the  British  government.  I 
wish  now  to  call  theserious  and  candid  attention  of  the 
cotton  planters  to  a  few  facts  touching  this  great  in- 
terest, in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  aroused  from 
their  fancied  security,  and  look  at  their  true  situa- 
tion. .  . 

In  order  that  we  may  understand  our  own  position, 
it  would  be  well  to  examine  some  of  the  remarkable 
revolutions  that  have  taken  place  in  the  world, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  commerce,  within  the 
last  two  centuries. 

These  changes  have  not  been  confined  to  this  con- 
tinent or  that  of  Europe,  but  have  extended  and  be- 
come of  late  years  marked  and  striking  in  the  east. 
The  immense  productions  of  the  soil  in  the  East  In- 
dies have  assumed  an  importance  that  may  well  en- 
trage  the  attention  of  us,  in  this  new  world. 
°  These  revolutions  have  not  generally  been  pro- 
duced or  achieved  by  the  sword,  but  by  the  introduc- 
consiuenns  a.i  ...«  .-v...-  Hon  of  the  mechanic  arts,  manufactures  and  agricul- 
have  toado  as  great  8 1 -.tufal  piodutts,  which  have  been   transferred  iroro 


ntry,  reached  the  enormous  quantity  of 
35,000  chests,  valued  at  more  than  twenty  millions 
of  dollars.  There  is  opium  yet  cultivated  in  Tur- 
key, but  the  market  it  formerly  found  in  China  has 
been  annihilated,  through  the  transfer  of  its  produc- 
tion to  a  country,  where,  from  cheaper  labor,  and 
perhaps  other  causes,  it  can  be  produced  and  shipped 
at  a  much  lower  price.  This  revolution  has  taken 
place  within  the  last  twenty  years. 

Rice  is  an  article  that  finds  its  way  from  India  to 
Europe,  and  at  no  distant  day  will  materially  inter- 
fere with  that  of  our  own  country. 

Tobacco  is  also  cultivated  to  a  large  extent,  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  is  increasing. 
The  East  Indies  are  addicted  to  the  use  of  tobacco, 
and  grow  it  for  their  own  consumption.  The  article 
is  one  of  mere  revenue  in  England,  and  in  fact,  in 
nearly  every  country  in  Europe.  The  value  of  the 
tobacco  shipped  to  Europe  from  this  country  is  seven 
or  eight  millions  of  dollars,  from  which  there  is  col- 
lected a  cash  revenue  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, much  more  th:in  the  whole  annual  expenses  of 
the  United  Stales.  But  for  this  revenue,  Great  Bri- 
tain would  import  her  tobacco  from  India.  Hov/  long 
it  will  be  suffered  to  remain  with  this  enormous  tax 
upon  it  in  foreign  countries,  remains  with  the  law- 
makers to  determine. 

It  IS  apparent  that  the  destiny  of  nations  often  de- 
pends upon  the  transfer  of  the  products  of  the  soil, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  arts  of  life.  I  could  multi- 
ply examples  if  it  wore  necessary,  that  would  satis- 
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fy  the  most  skeptical  upon  this  point.  I  will  only 
ask  tliose  who  have  full  conli<ience  in  the  stability 
of  their  occupations,  to  examine  the  history  of  tlie 
woollen  manufacture  in  England.  Within  two  ren- 
turies  the  great  seat  of  this  vast  trade  was  in  Flan- 
ders. Kngland,  however,  for  a  lone;  time  pasi,  has 
enjoyed  the  great  markets  of  the  world  in  this 
branch  of  commerce. 

Since  the  peace  of  1815,  the  cheaper  labor  of  the 
continent  appears  to  be  attracting  much  attention, 
and  the  manufacture  of  broadcloth,  especially,  ap- 
pears to  be  returning  to  its  original  soil.  Cheap  as 
labor  is  now  in  Great  Britain,  it  is  cheaper  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe. 


prices.     A  field  hand  can  be  hired  in  the  east,  for  less  1 1826.  and  more  than  was  consumed  in  England  during 


money  than  it  would  cost  to  feed  the  same  laborer 
the  West  Indies.     .Men  at  tlie  east  can   be  hired  for 
from  six  to  ten  cents  per  day,  and  support  themselves. 
How  can  the  laborcrof  this  continent  stand  up  against 
such  odds? 

Such  is  the  competition  between  the  products  of 
the  East  and  West  Indies,  that  a  discriminating  duty 
has  been  maintained  and  must  be  continued;  for  ex- 
ample: 

Coffee  from  British  America  pays  12c.  per  pound. 
Coffee  from   British   possessions   in   East  Indies  18c. 

per  pound. 
Sugar  from  the  West  Indies  5.i  cts-.  do.  do. 
The  fabrics  of  "^Germany  compete  successfully  in  j  Sugar  from  the  East  Indies  6J  cts.  do.  do. 
this  countrv  and  elsewhere,  with  those  of  England,  |  So  it  is  with  many  other  articles;  yet  with  these  ■  5J  pence,  the  consumption  of  .4.merican  was  15,644, 
parlicularly'those  of  wool,  as  well  as  some  kinds  ofi  bounties  upon  the  products  of  the  West  Indies,  and  land  East  Indian  2,142  packages  per  week;  the  in- 
cotton  "-oods.  the  lower  charges  of  freight,  insurances,  &c.  near- ,  crease  in  23  years  of  the  last  being  in  the  ratio  of 
A  continuance  of  peace  will  do  much  towards  ly  all  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  even  Cuba,  '  ten  to  one,  and  that  of  the  first  barely  four  to  one. 
perfecting  almost  every  description  of  manufactures  I  the  righest  of  them,  are  languisliing  and  becom-  In  the  same  period,  consumption  of  Brazilian,  Egyp- 
upon  the  continent,  so  that  British  capital  and  skill '  ing  worthless  from  the  cheaper  labor  of  tlie  East  In-  j  tian,  and  West  Indian  qualities  had  not  tioiiWerf." 

will  find  competitors  in  all  foreign  markets.  Idles.  

Nothing  can   be   more  striking  in  this  connection  I      My    object  is  to   glance    merely    at    the    history  j^q    jy 

than  the  manufacture  of  cotton.  In  former  times,  j  of  the  cultivation  of  a  few  of  the  great  articles  of  Extract  from  the  circular  of  Messrs.  Freeman  and 
the  supplies  of  cotton  goods,  the  consumption  of  i  consumption,  and  to  show  that  not  one  country  has  |  pi^^i^jgigj  L^indon,  January  1,  1842. 
which  was  very  limited,  and  confined  almost  entire-  ,  yet  been  able  to  retain  the  exclusive  power  of  pro-  j  ^^Collon.  The  cotton  trade  with  India,  for  the  last 
ly  to  Great  Britain  and  this  country,  were  drawn  ;  ducing  a  single  important  article  of  general  consump- n,^,^  .^^^^^[,35  ^ippp  highly  important  in  everv  point 
from  India.  The  tide  has  now  turned,  and  not  a  tion,  from  the  soil  or  the  loom.  Tea  only  excepted,  !  ^^  ^.j-^^  'yi^g  imports"in']841  reached  near'lv  one 
package  of  cotton  fabrics  is  imported  from  India  for :  and  that  article  is  likely  to  be  produced  in  quantity  |  ^^j^^  d^^^g  ,y„^  ,1,^  Un.ted  States,  which  has  a  very 
the  consumption  of  either  country;  but  an  immense    by  the  English  at  Assam.  I  (Jepressing  influence  on  the  value  of  American  cot- 

quantity  of  fine,  as  well  as  coarse  cottons,  are  ship-  ,      The  cheap  labor  of  the  East  Indies  is  at  this  mo-  ;  ^^^^      yy^^  manufacturers,  however,  have  been  bene- 
ped  to  India  and  other  parts  of  Asia.  j  ment  competing  with  the  lahorof  our  southern  coun- !  fj,,gjj  (,j.  ^^   ample  supply,  at  vcrv  low  rates.     The 

All  kinds  are  sent  from  England  suited  to  those :  try.  A  revolution  is  in  progress,  which,  at  no  rf's-  j^^popis  from  India  for'the  three  vears  preceding 
markets;  the  coarse  descriptions  only  can  he  shipped  tant  day,  is  to  burst  upon  the  heads  of  our  cotton  jp^^,^  average  only  about  half  the  present  amount,  of 
from  the  United  Stales  at  present,  and  these  are  sent  growers,  and  will  change  materially  our  domestic,  273  600  hales.  Last  year,  there  were  taken  for  home 
in  large  quantities,  and  the  demand  is  constantly  in-  as  well  as  our  foreign  relations.  After  a  careful  ex-  consumption,  of  India.  148,000  bales  against  117.800 
creasing,  the  fabric  being  superior  to  the  British,  amination  of  the  feasibility  of  producing  the  short  jn  ]840— for  exports,  65.900.  anainst  61.160— leaving 
from  being  manufactured  from  better  cotton.  staple  cotton  in  India,  there  can  be  no  longer  much    ,j,g  ^(^^U  of  157,500,  against  98.600,  and  the  follow- 

The  rapid  strides  made  by  Great  Britain  in  wealth    doubt,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  opinions  entertained 
nd    power   (for   in   the  annals  of  time  it  is  but  a    in  England,  I  submit  an  extract  or  two  from   late 


same  ye 

"In  1825,  the  entire  production  of  the  United 
States  amounted  only  to  169,860,000  pounds  through 
twelve  years  after,  1837,  it  had  reached  444,211,537 
pounds.     [Vide,  McCulloch,  article  'cotton,'] 

"As  a  further  encouragement  to  the  cultivators, 
we  may  slate  that  the  consumption  of  East  India  cot- 
ton into  Great  Britain  has  increased  in  a  greater  ra- 
tio, than  that  of  any  other  quality  whatever.  In  1816, 
at  which  period  the  average  price  of  American  Up- 
lands was  18'  pence,  and  that  of  Surat  15;  pence, 
the  consumption  of  American  was  4,036  bales,  and 
East  Indian  207  bales,  per  week.  In  1639,  when  the 
age  price  of  Uplands  was  7|  pence,  and   Surats 


ing  are  the  prices;  Marvland,  3;d;  Annawatly,  35; 
Dholeich,  3?;   Surat,   3'"  to  4';   Toomel,  4;  to   4i; 


short'periodsinceshe  was  Dfny  pom-,)  arose  from  the    British  papers,  selected   from   many   others   in   my    Madras,  norihern  and   western,  3Uo  3;  Quinevally, 
liberal  encouragement  given  by  the  government  to,    possession;  and,  also,  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of    ^,  ,g  4^.  ^^^    Bengal,  3?   to  ih,  being    10  per  cent. 
and  final  encouragement  of  her  manufactures,  which   cotton,  grown  m  and  about  Bombay  for  a  few  years   j^.^^^  ,1^3^  the  prices  lait  year." 
stimulated  the  foreign  and  domestic  commerce  of  past.  ,     „      ,        ,.  ,    „     .  ^''      Extract  from  the  circular  of  Messrs,  Freeman  and 

the  whole  empire,  !      Extract  from  the  Bombay   Mercantile  Register  of  p^^,,   ^3,^^  London,  Feb.  Ist.  1843, 

This  grand  stroke  of  policv  has  been  the  founda-    Sept,  1840:  |      ''The  extensive   public  sales  of  East  India  cotton 

tion  of  England's  power  and  g'lory.  It  has  been  well  ''Cotton.  Several  contracts  have  been  nMde  at  on  the  20th  of  last  month,  attracted  considerable  at- 
said  that  the  spindles  of  England,  in  modern  times,  lower  prices  for  delivering  in  November  and  Decem-  tgrHion,  there  having  been  offered  no  less  than  30,000 
have  fought  all  her  battles,  and  made  her  the  mis-  ber  next,  when  a  material  reduction  may  be  looked  ^^^^^^  g„  jar^g  3  quantity  was  seldom  brought  for- 
tress of  the  ocean,  besides  subsidizing  all  Europe  at  forward  to,  in  this  market,  as  a  considerable  stock  is  ^^^^  ^^  j^g  ^3,,^  ,„(]ia  company;  and  except  in  1836, 
one  time,  and  bringing  the  rest  of  the  world  into  her  l^ely  to  accumulate  here  by  that  time,  and  the  ac-  ,  j,^  sale'of  equal  magnitude  has  taken  place  for  the 
debt.  counts  from  England  will  probably  be  very  discourag-,a,j,^yp„ty  years,     there  was   a  numerous   atten- 

And  all  this  has  been  done  by  the  revolution   pro-    ing— the    export    from   hence,   this   year,   to    Great    jg^ce   from   different   parts   of  the    country,  but  as 
duced    through   the   magic    power    infused  into   the    Britain,  having  been  greatly  in  excess  of  last  year's,    transactions  in  the  market  had   been  for  some  weeks 
steam   engine,  the  spinning  jcnney,  and  the  power-    as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  comparative  ta-  ^,^(-^,.6  almost  suspended,  the  sales  commenced  quiet- 
''"'''    """                                                                                  1  ly.     It  was,  however,  soon  discovered  that  exporters 
EXPORTS.                                         I  ^ere  in  possession  of  considerable   orders  from  the 
1839.  


loom.     But   the  day" of  monopoly,  in  supplying  th«   b'«.  >iz: 

world   with  cottons  and   v/oollens,  has    passed:  the  j 

people  of  Great  Britain  have  seen  and  been  made  to  ; 

feel,  that  not  only  France,  Germany  and  Russia,  but 

this  country,  will  soon  manufacture  for  themselves,  ' 

all  that  may  be  required  for  tlieir  own  people,  and   January, 

to  spare.  ;  February, 

The  policy  of  Great  Britain  is  obvious  to  all  who    March, 
have  noticed  her  legislation  since  the  peace  of  1815.  '  April, 
She  has  seen  that  the  continent  of  Europe  is  closing    May, 
to  her  manufactures,  and  that  her  future  hopes  for   June, 
the  sale  of  her  home  productions  must  be  found  in    July, 
her  colonics;  and  from  these  colonies  the    rati'  male-'  August, 
rial  must  be  drawn.     She  sees  that  she   is  crowded    Sfptcmhcr, 
out  of  other  countries,  and  that  the  100  miliioiis  of: 
people   under   her  dominion   in  India,  must  be  the 
consumers   of  her  manufactures;  and  in  return,  the  ; 
product  of  the  Indian  soil  are  to  be  taken    in  pay-| 
menl.     This  will  give  her  a  certain  and    permanent 
market;  which  is  a  cardinal  point  with  a  manufac- 
turing people. 

This  policy  has  been  steadily  kept  in  view  by  eve- 
ry British  statesman,  for  five  and  t 


1840. 


bales. 
248 
108 
140 
301 
405 
391 
600 
80 
77 

2,360 


Bales. 
5,434 
7,955 
4,619 
29,022 
17,775 
29,947 
13,809 
22,833 
4,8it6 

136.2I1 
85,062 


continent,  when  the  bidding  tiecame  spirited,  and  so 
continued  until  the  end,  Tliree  fourths  of  the  quan- 
tity were  disposed  of  at  full  prices,  and  the  whole 
thirty  thousand  bales  could   have   been  readily  sold. 


Excess  of  shipments  in  1840,       51,149        1,.524" 
Extract  from  the  Bombay  Times  of  .luly,  1841: 
"Cotton.     In  the  article  of  cotton  alone.  If  appears 
we   have   received  a  supply   exceeding  that  of  the 
ty  years,  and  i  same  period  in  the  previous  year  by  38,538,303  pounds, 
openly  avowed  by  the  candid  of  both    political  par- 1  or  assuming  a  screwed  bate  to  average  3;  cwt,  equal 
ties. 


i  brtles. 
206 

277  i  had  the  proprietors  been  disposed  to  meet  the  de- 
153  |mand;and  indeed  a  much  larger  quantity.  The  ex- 
962  I  pmments  which  the  East  India  company  are  making  for 
246  '  the  improvemint  of  this  staple,  arc  likely  to  be  altendrd 
916  ;  vilft  sitrcfss;/n'  they  hare  recently  receivcil  some  rrry  in- 
245  !  teresting  specimens  t^f  cotton,  produced  in  tlie  province  of 
778    !  Bengal,  both  from  native  and  ^Imerican  seed. 

The  reader  will  notice  the  vast  increase  of  India 
cotton,  and  should  remember  that  the  efforts  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  have  but  just  commenced,  and 
that  the  same  means  and  appliances  have  been  put 
into  operation  in  regard  to  the  productiou  of  cotton, 
that  were  adopted  to  increase  the  production  of  indi- 
go and  other  articles,  and  will  doubtless  be  attended 
with  the  same  successful  results.  Judging  from  past 
experience  and  the  course  of  legislation  in  Great 
Britain,  we  are  rapidly  approaching  the  time  when 
e  shall  see  and  feel  the  fatal  effects  of  a  strong  dis- 


101 


3,884 
2,360 


No,  III, 

The  question  of  free  trade,  which  has  been  so  much 

discussed  in    England,  has  no   validity  and   nut  the 

sli'^htest  ingredient  of  sincerity,  from  the  time  of  !Mr. 

Huskisson  to  the  election  which  took  place  last   aii- 

Not  a  measure  has  been,  or  will  be,  adopted 


to  105,874  bales,  whicli,  if  we  lake  the  nc(iin(  in-  criminating  duty  laid  in  England  in  favor  of  cotton 
crease  at  fifty^ix  lacs,  as  already  slated,  would  give  of  their  men  colonial  cultivation, 
an  average  price  for  each  bale  of  Rs.  53,  a  rate,  as  '  The  consumption  of  cotton  in  this  country  is  now 
every  merchant  will  acknowledge,  not  very  wide  of  |  350,000  bales  of  400  pounds  each,  or  140,0110,000  of 
the  truth.  We  state  this  as  confirmatory  of  the  gene- j  pounds.  I  have  been  informed  from  an  undoubted 
ral  accuracy  of  the  statements,  the  same  results  being   source,  that  the  consumptirin  of  cotton  can  be  brought 


deduced  from  different  data 

'On  carrying  out  our  inquiries  further,  and  exam- 


by  the  British   parliament,  that  will  affect  a  single  I  ining  into  the  supplies  of  cotton  brought  to  market 
British  interest.  I  during  the  12  months  ending  the  31st  May,  we   find 


It  is  upon  her  colonial  possessions  in  the  east,  that 
Great  Britain  rests  her  ho|ie9  of  sustaining  those 
mighty  interests  which  are  the  foundations  of  her 
power,  a  power,  in  point  of  territory,  population, 
wealtli  and  physical  force,  infinitely  greater  than  that 
of  the  Roman  empire  in  its  palmy  days.  It  is  to  the 
east,  at)d  not  to  the  West  Indies,  that  her  skill  and 
capital  is  now  directed,  in  the  former  culonioK,  more 
than  100  millions  of  people  are  dependent  on  British 
power,  capable  too  of  producing  every  ailicio  that 
18  brought  from  the  West  Indies,  and  ut  much  lower 


t  the  result  is  well  calculaled  to  astonish  those 
who  have  not  been  marking  the  progressive  increase 
of  this  product,  but  have  been  dwelling  with  fancied 
security  on  thf^ir  recollections  of  what  iMprf  to  con- 
stitute a  large  supply,  viz:  900,000  to  250,000  bales. 
It  appears,  ilien,  that  from  the  1st  June,  1840,  to  the 
1st  June,  1841,  the  imports  of  cotton  into  Bombay 
have  amounted  to  174,212,755  pounds,  or,  on  the 
previous  average  of  3',  cwt,  to  the  bale,  478,606  bales, 
little  short  of  half  a  million  screwed  bales.  This  is  a 
larger  quantity  than  America  produced  up  to  the  year 


u])  to  700,000  bales,  or  280,000,000  of  pounds  in  ten 
years. 

Why,  then,  should  we  not  seek  a  market  at  home 
for  this  most  important  staple?  Looking  to  the  prac- 
tice, and  not  to  the  professions,  of  every  government 
in  Europe,  what  are  we  to  expect  from  them?  Can 
the  agricultural  states  hesitate?  Where  is  the  mar- 
ket in  Europe  for  our  fiour,  pork,  beef,  fish,  lumber, 
&r?  Tobacco  is  received  by  them  wilh  a  duty  of  501) 
per  cent.  Pork,  beef,  fish,  lumber,  flour,  &c.  with 
such  duties  as  amount  to  utterand  entire  prohibition. 

What,  then,  shall  we  do  in  this  postuic  of  our  af- 
fairs? What  can,  and  what  shall  Virginians  do  to 
secure  their  natural  advantages,  and  protect  their 
own  iuteresss,  and  those  of  the  whole  republic? — 


There  can  be  but  one  course  left  for  ua  to  pursue —  i 
we  have  a  great  country,  combining  almost  every  soil 
and  climate,  advantages  far  greater  than  arc  enjoyed 
by  any  other  country  under  heaven,  and  wilb  a  free 
government  of  our  own  choice,  and  in  our  own 
hands.  We  have,  too,  an  intelligent,  enterprising 
and  virtuous  population,  competent  to  supply  them- 
selves with  every  article  of  necessary  food  and  rai- 
ment.    What   then,  it  is  again  asked,  shall  we  do? 

The  answer  should  be  in  the  mind  of  every  true- 
hearted  .American — let  us  set  about  clothing  as  well 
as  feeding  ourselves  from  our  own  industry — let  us 
import  less,  and  manufacture  more.  The  establish- 
ment of  manufactures  in  this  commonwealth  would 
at  once  create  a  home  market  for  our  agricultural 
products,  we  should  then  diversify  labor,  and  turn  a 
part  of  Ihc  producers  of  corn,  wheat,  pork  and  beef, 
to  consumers. 

It  is  the  division  of  labor  we  require  in  this  coun- 
try, and  in  no  stale  of  the  union  more  than  Virginia. 

Let  us  at  once  improve  the  mighty  water  power' 
which  the  God  of  nature  gave  us  for  some  olher  pur-  I 
pose  than  to  rim  to  waste.  Upon  our  James  river  j 
the  site  for  mills  is  unrivalled;  perhaps  there  is  no  ; 
water  power  in  the  world  which  is  its  superior. —  ' 
That  beautiful  water  power  upon  the  Potomac,  at 
Georgetown,  can  be  purchased  for  a  trifle,  and  yet  it 
remains  unoccupied,  and  w  by.'  Is  it  not,  that  we 
have  too  little  confidence  in  our  own  capacities  and 
powers,  and  look  to  foreign  countries  with  a  child-  j 
like  feeling,  that  we  could  not  think  and  act  for  our-  I 
selves.^  The  time  for  action  has  arrived;  we  must  do  ' 
something;  we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  our  children, ' 
and  above  all,  to  our  country.  1 

We  have  a  princely  heritage,  let  us  preserve  it.      1 

I  shall  leave  this  important  question  for  the  pres-  ! 
ent,  with  a  sincere  hope  that  the  people  may  consider 
fairly  the  hints  I  have  given;  with  an  intention,  how-  1 
ever,  of  pursuing,  in  some  future  numbers,  another 
branch  of  the  same  subject  in  our 

NATIONAL  ECONOMY. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

JrNE  1.  The  president  of  the  senate,  the  hon. 
Willie  P.  Mangum,  laid  before  the  body  a  communi- 
cation from  the  treasury  department,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  law,  showing  the  number  of  clerks  in 
the  department,  their  names,  salaries,  &c.  for  the 
year  I84L     Referred  to  the  committee  on  printing. 

Also,  from  Amos  Ivendali,  asking  congress  to  re- 
lieve him  from  the  judgment  obtained  against  him  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  by 
Stockton  &  Stokes.  Tlie  petitioner  states  that  he 
acted  on  the  advice  of  the  then  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  that  the  legality  of  his  course  was  sus- 
tained by  the  attorney  general. 

INIr.  Huntiugtoii,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston, 
owners  of  a  British  vessel  called  Giilnare. 

The  bill  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  apportionment  bill,  the  question  being  on  concur- 
ring in  the  amendment  of  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

When  a  long  and  animated  discussion  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  Hemlerson,  Woodbury,  McRoberts,  Wil- 
cox, Tullnmdge,  Rives,  Merrick,  Allen  and  others  par- 
ticipated. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  wilb 
the  committee,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Linn,  Wright 
—4. 

NAYS — Messrs.  .Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow, 
Bate?,  Bayard,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Conrad, 
Crafts,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  McRoberts,  Maiigum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Se- 
vier, Simmons,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Sprague,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
White,  Wilcox,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Young — 4U. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  to  give  his  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  in  the  affirmative  in  this  case,  and  entered  into 
the  general  subject  of  districting  the  states  at  very 
considerable  length,  concluding  by  otfering  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  words  "no  one  district  allow- 
ing more  than  one  representative,"  and  to  insert  the 
following:  "So  far  as  can  be  done  in  conrormity  with 
the  established  election  system  of  the  states;  but  that 
no  state  shall,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion, consider  itself  called  upon  to  divide  counties  or 
other  election  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  sin- 
gle districts." 

It  was  now  near  5  o'clock;  when 

Mr.  Crittenden  rose  to  address  the  senate,  but  gave 
way  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  „irclicr,  and  the  bill  was 
]»ssed  ovsr. 


The  bills  received  from  the  house  were  then  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  appropri- 
ately referred. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  senate,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  N.  P.  Taylor,  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  in  the  state  of  Illinois;  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Benton,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
printing. 

And  then  the  senate,  a  few  minutes  after  5  o'clock, 
adjourned. 

The  reporter,  in  his  sketch  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate  of  the  31st  ult.  represented  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton as  being  infavor  of  the  amendment  of  the  commillee 
of  the  senate  to  the  apportionment  bill,  relating  to  the 
subject  of  the  election  of  representatives  by  districts. 
Mr.  Huntington  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  as 
reported  by  the  committee,  which  does  not  prescribe 
a  regulation  that  the  election  s/in/(  6e  by  districts;  and 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  provision  on  that  subject  in  the 
bill  as  it  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  which 
is,  "that  in  every  case  where  a  state  is  entitled  to 
more  than  one  representative,  the  number  to  which 
each  state  shall  be  entitled  under  this  apportionment, 
shall  be  elected  by  districts,  composed  of  contiguous 
territory,  equal  in  number  to  Ihc  number  of  repre- 
sentatives to  which  said  state  may  be  entitled;  no 
one  district  electing  more  than  one  representative." 

JuME  2.  Mr.  Miller  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  New  .Jersey,  asking  such  a  revision  of  the 
tariff  as  will  secure  protection  to  the  domestic  in- 
dustry of  the  country. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, ofl'ered  a  joint  resolution  directing  the  transfer 
of  the  stock  of  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  company  to  the  state  of  Maryland 
and  the  cities  of  Washington,  Georgetown  and  Alex- 
andria. 

Mr.  Bentun,  fvom  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, presented  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  oc- 
cupation and  settlement  of  the  unsettled  peninsula  of 
East  Florida. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
presented  the  bill  from  the  house  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "an  act  to  carry  into  effect  in  the  states  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  the  existing  compacts  with 
those  states  with  regard  to  the  five  per  cent,  fund 
and  the  school  reservations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  bill  was  then  consi- 
dered in  committee  of  the  whole;  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bagby  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  fix  the  ratio  of 
representation  among  the  several  states  according  to 
the  sixth  census;  the  amendment  pending  being  that 
offered  by  Mr.  Wright,  viz: 

"Strike  out  the  words  'no  one  district  allowing 
more  than  than  one  representative'  and  insert  the 
following:  'So  far  as  can  be  done  in  conformity  with 
the  established  election  system  of  the  states;  that  no 
state  shall,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
consider  itself  called  upon  to  divide  counties  or  other 
election  districts,  for  the  pujpose  of  fixing  single  dis- 
tricts.' " 

Mr.  Ciittenden  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
some  length  in  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Wright 
and  in  favor  of  the  district  system,  and  was  followed 
by  Messrs.  Woodbury,  Preston,  Benton  and  Miller, 
when  Messrs.  Berrien  and  Bagby  both  rose  to  address 
the  senate,  but  the  hour  being  somewhat  late,  Mr. 
Archer  suggested  that  the  bill  be  passed  over;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bills  Irom  the  house  relating  to  the  District 
of  Columbia  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia.     And  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  3.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jlrcher,  the  chair  was 
authorised  to  appoint  a  chairman  to  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Woodbury  submitted  the  following,  which  he 
desired  might  lie  over  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  how  much  money  has 
been  borrowed  since  the  statement  in  his  annual  re- 
port on  the  finances,  the  rates  of  interest  and  dis- 
count of  the  same,  and  the  length  of  time  for  which 
such  sum  may  have  been  borrowed. 

The  senate  passed  to  the  consideration  of  the  spe- 
cial order,  being  the  apportionment  bill,  the  question 
being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  viz: 

"Strike  out  the  words  'no  one  district  allowing 
more  than  one  representative,' and  insert  the  follow- 
ing: 'So  far  as  can  be  done  in  conformity  with  the 
established  election  system  of  the  states;  but  that  no 
state  shall,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
consider  itself  called  upon  to  divide  counties  or  other 
election  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  single  dis- 
tricts.' " 

Mr.  Bagby  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  from 
a  few   Diiuutes    after  twelve   until   near   three  P. 


M.  Mr.  Bagby  admitted  that  congress  had  the 
power  to  prescribe  the  time,  mode  and  place  of  elec- 
tions. It  could  not  prescribe  the  qualifications  of 
voters  nor  elect  members.  But  in  regard  to  time 
place  and  manner,  there  was  a  power  in  congress 
equal  to  the  power  in  the  states.  Mr.  B.  however 
contended  that  it  was  expedient  to  leave  the  subject 
with  the  states  entirely,  and  that  it  was  an  improper 
interference  on  the  part  of  congress  to  regulate  it. 
It  would  not  do  to  enforce  the  second  section  of  this 
bill.  It  would  not  do  to  enforce  it  upon  Alabama. 
It  would  not  do,  he  thought,  to  enforce  the  district 
system  upon  the  slates.  They  would  not  submit  if 
congress  undertook  to  enforce  it.  There  was  power 
to  do  it  he  admitted,  but  there  was  not  power  to  en- 
force it.  Congress  might  direct  and  execute  its  man- 
date, hut  the  states  need  not  obfy  unless  they  chose. 
Mr.  Bagby  closed  with  some  general  reflections  as  to 
the  encroachments  of  the  federal  upon  the  stale  go- 
vernments. He  regarded  them  as  many,  and  parti- 
cularly by  the  present  congress,  and  seemed  to  think 
that  the  time  had  come  when  a  bold  stand  sliould  be 
taken  in  resistance  of  the  outrages  complained  of. 

Mr.  Grnhnm,  of  North  Carolina,  replied  to  the  ar- 
guments advanced  by  the  senator  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Bagby),  as  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  dis- 
tricting system  advocated  by  olher  senators.  Mr.  G. 
could  see  no  impropriety  in  it;  contended  that  it 
was  right,  expedient,  practical  and  not  new.  It  had 
been  advocated  formerly  and  might  be  now  without 
danger. 

Having  concluded,  Mr.  G.  was  followed  in  the  de- 
bate by  Messrs.  fl'ulker.  Rives  and  Henderson, 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  4.  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  manufacturers  of  shoes  in  the  city  of  Nev/  York, 
in  relation  to  the  times. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  memorial  was  very  short,  and, 
emanating  as  it  did  from  the  hard-working  and  ho- 
nest class,  he  should  read  it.  The  petitioners  state 
their  belief  that  all  the  pecuniary  embarrassment  of 
the  country  is  owing  to  the  want  of  a  good  stiff  tariff. 
It  states  also  that  business  is  dull,  money  scarce,  wa- 
ges low,  and  little  to  be  had  even  at  that. 

A  report  was  made  by  Mr.  Williams,  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs:  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Henry  Eckford,  deceased; 
and  by  Mr.  Prestcn,  from  the  committee  on  the  libra- 
ry, with  a  bill  to  provide  for  publishing  an  account 
of  the  discoveries  made  by  the  exploring  expedition, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  a  resolution  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  collect  and  communi- 
ca  te  to  the  senate  during  the  second  week  of  the  next 
session  of  congress,  information  in  reference  of  the 
cultivation  of  hemp,  its  progress,  quantity,  value, 
manufactures,  consumption,  in  the  navy,  kinds,  do- 
mestic, or  foreign,  and  such  general  information  as 
he  may  be  able  to  communicate  in  reference  to  the 
strength  of  the  dew  and  water-rotted,  &c. 

A  bill  relating  to  the  school  reservations  in  tho 
states  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  was  taken  up  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bachcman,  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  apportionment  bill, 
the  question  being  on  that  section  requiring  the  states 
to  elect  on  the  district  plan. 

Mr.  Morehead  replied,  in  a  speech  of  about  two 
hours,  to  the  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  in 
opposition  lo  tlie  di'^trict  system  of  election;  and  read 
extracts  from  Mr.  Madison's  reports  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention,  which,  in  17S9,  commenced 
to  frame  the  constitution — showing  the  cotemporane- 
ous  construction  which  the  framersof  that  instrument 
attached  to  it.  He  believed  the  constitution  granted 
to  congress  a  revisory  power  over  the  proceedings  of 
Ihc  state  legislatures,  full,  ample  and  unequivocal. 
This  was  a  question  which  concerned  the  states  col- 
lectively; and  it  was  their  duty  individually  to  con- 
cur in  any  measure,  which  congress,  exercising  a 
discretionary  power,  might  deem  proper  to  adopt  for 
their  general  interest. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  in  favor  (and  believed  his  slate 
entertained  similar  sentiments)  of  the  general  ticket 
system,  the  adoption  of  which  he  considered  the  su- 
rest means  of  obviating  the  prevailing  defects  in  the 
mode  of  conducting  congressional  elections.  He  did 
not  doubt  the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to  pass 
the  bill;  but,  without  making  any  threats,  would  ven- 
ture to  assert,  that  if  passed,  the  bill  would  either  be 
repealed  or  followed   by  the  most  deplorable  effects. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Tallmadge, 
Smith,  and  others. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  6.  ^Ir.  Bates  presented  a  remonstrance  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  in 
Massachusetts,  against  a  reduction  of  the  appropria- 
tion as  reported  in  the  house  bill  for  the  support  of 
the  navy.     He  stat«d  that  the  town  of  New  Bedford 


284 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  11,  1842— CONGRESS. 


owned  more  thin  two  hundred  vessel-i,  raiv^ing  from 
three  In  six  hundred  tons.  Some  of  them  wore  round 
Gape  Horn,  some  in  the  Austral  Atlantic,  some  in  the 
Indian  ocean,  the  north  of  Europe,  indeed  every 
where;  and  the  people  feeladi'ep  interest  in  the  siib- 
iect  of  their  memorial.  As  the  bill  is  upon  the  table, 
he  moved  that  the  remonstrance  he  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  iJi'mis,  of  Maine,  presented  a  memorial  sij;ned 
hy  citizens  of  Portland,  complaining  of  the  reduction 
of  the  estimates  in  the  navy  appropriation  bill  which 
passed  the  house  of  representatives.  Mr.  E.  said  the 
petioners  were  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation, 
and  he  commended  their  prayer  to  the  consideration 
of  the  senate. 

Mr.  P!ielj}S,  of  Vermont,  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Vermont,  formerly  opposed  to  Ihe 
principles  of  pr-'teclion,  but  who  have  since  changed 
their  minds.  The  memorialists  say  that  the  change 
of  sentiments  is  common  with  the  people. 

Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  jewellers  of  New  Orleans,  praying  for  a 
small  dutv  in  order  to  prevent  smuggling. 

All  of  the  above  memorials,  with  one  presented  by 
Mr.  Duchnmrn,  referring  to  the  tariff  generally,  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Br.nton  called  up  his  bill  making  provision  for 
"the  armed  occupation  of  Florida." 

Mr.  Buchanmi  appealed  to  the  senator  from  Jlis- 
souri  not  to  press  his  motion  at  this  time.  He  would 
move  that  the  special  orders  of  the  day  be  called. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  had  no  objections,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Buclmnan,  the  apportionment  bill  was 
called  up. 

The  secretary  of  the  president  appeared  with  exe- 
cutive messages  and  information  as  to  the  signing  of 
certain  private  bills  which  had  before  passed  the  two 
houses  of  congress. 

Mr.  Jl'hile,  of  Indiana,  expressed  his  great  surprise 
at  the  zeal  manifested  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
senate  in  opposition  to  the  districting  system.  He 
conceived  that  the  power  was  ample,  and  being  full 
and  undoubted,  he  conceived  that  congress  might 
adopt  it,  and  the  slates  would  acquiesce  in  it. 

The  relative  powers  between  the  general  and  the 
state  governments  wercconsidered  in  detail,  and  an  ar- 
gument advanced  that  the  federal  government  should 
fix  upon  the  lime,  place  and  manner  of  election. — 
Mr.  fVliile  argued  also  to  show  that  there  was  an 
exigency  which  required  the  adoption  of  this  system. 
The  people  required  it,  approved  of  it,  and  would,  as 
he  contended,  sanction  and  aipprove  it.  There  could 
be  no  abuse  of  power  by  the  federal  government  upon 
the  great  question,  that  of  determining  the  qualifica- 
tion of  voters. 

Mr.  Bates,  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  defence  of  the 
second  section  of  the  bill — a  part  of  it  being  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Bagby,  of  Alabama,  who  last  week  denied  the 
constitutionality  of  a  law  which  should  directly,  or 
in  its  effect,  compel  obedience  from  the  states. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  further  debated  the 
provision  under  consideration,  and  opposed  the  idea 
that  congress  ought  to  require  the  states  to  adopt  the 
districting  system. 

Mr.  Kerr  sustained  the  district  system,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Sevier  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  7.  Mr.  Choate  presented  a  memorial  from 
Boston,  remonstrating  against  the  reductions  propos- 
ed in  the  house  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill;  also 
a  memorial  praying  congress  not  to  impose  cash 
duties,  hut  cither  to  preserve  the  present  system,  or 
to  adopt  the  v.'arehousing  system. 

Various  memorials  were  presented  in  reference  to 
revision  of  the  tariff. 

The  consideration  of  the  apportionment  hill  was 
resumed. 

Mr.  fVrigItt  had  been  classed  among  the  nullifiers, 
but  he  objected  to  this  unless  he  could  put  his  own 
definition  upon  the  term  applied  to  him.  Mr.  W. 
proceeded  to  apologise  for  what  he  called  the  impe- 
tuosity of  his  remarks  when  introducing  his  amend- 
ment now  pending.  He  was  prompted  to  this  petu- 
lance, he  said,  from  the  argument  of  a  senator  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Merrick),  who  indirectly  argued  that 
it  was  time  for  the  small  states  to  resist  the  large  ones 
by  voting  down  the  amendment  which  was  averse  to 
the  proposed  districting  of  the  states.  His  remarks 
were  petulant,  he  admitted.  He  regretted  them,  and 
offered  his  excuse  for  them.  Mr.  W.  had  hitherto 
admilled  the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to  pass 
the  bill,  but  he  would  not  alhrm  that.  If  congress 
directed  the  states,  it  could  not  compel  them  to  obey. 
It  could  not  require  them  to  come  to  the  aid  of  (lie 
general  government,  yet  he  admitted  that  members 
(if  the  stale  legislatures  were  required  to  support  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  constitution 
of  the  legialatiires.  Yet  the  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture acted  with  the  same  discretion  that  the  mcmiicr 
of  congress.  They  could,  Mr.  W.  Uinuglit,  resist  the 
government  by  refusing  to  obey  the  constitutional  in- 
junctions of  congress.     Having  discussed  the  consti- 


tutional question  at  considerable  length,  he  then  de- 
bated the  expediency  of  the  measure.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  measure  out  and  out,  and  finally  came 
to  the  gist  of  the  question  hy  speaking  to  the  amend- 
ment. Though  his  own,  he  said  he  was  opposed  to 
the  principle;  but  he  should  vote  for  it;  yet  if  the  se- 
nate incorporated  the  amendment,  he  should  vote 
against  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  closed  with  a  brief  reply 
to  his  colleague  (Mr.  TaUmnige.) 

Mr.  TaUmadirc  expressed  himself  as  willing  to  com- 
pare notes  Willi  his  colleague  as  to  his  principles  of 
democracy.  He  gave  some  remiaiscenees  wliich  af- 
forded amusement  to  the  senate.  One  of  them  was 
the  resistance  of  a  law  by  Mr.  Wright,  empowering 
the  people  instead  of  the  legislature  to  elect  elector; 
for  president  and  vice  president.  Some  other  remi- 
niscences were  cited,  which  Mr.  Wright  took  very 
kindly,  and  in  the  end  said  they  were  for  the  most 
part  true.  He  had  offended  the  people  of  New  York, 
he  admitled,  and  they  had  most  severely  castigated 
him  for  his  offence.  A  question  of  veracity,  however, 
in  regard  to  .Mr.  tVrighl's  course  at  a  subsequent  time 
created  some  remarks.  Mr.  T.  made  a  charge  which 
his  colleague  denied.  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  under- 
take to  prove  what  he  had  said,  and  that  not  only  in 
regard  to  one  or  many  but  all  the  points  of  the  law. 

Messrs.  Walker,  Ciithtjert  and  Linn  opposed  the  dis- 
tricting system  upon  the  ground  that  the  election  of 
members  of  congress  by  districts  would  require  addi- 
tional and  expensive  legislation  by  the  states. 

Mr.  Berrien  defended  the  general  ticket  system 
but  he  believed  that  there  was  power  under  the  con- 
stitution to  adopt  the  district  system. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
submitted  by  Mr.  Wriglil,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRobcrls, 
Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clayton, Conrad,  Crafts,  Evans.  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Hunlingfon,  Kerr,  Mangiim,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge — 29. 

I\Ir.  Walker  offered  the  following  amendment,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  section,  viz: 

Provided,  That  this  section  shall  not  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  invalidate  the  first  election  to  congress 
in  any  state  under  this  act  where  the  election  in  such 
state,  under  the  existing  laws  thereof,  takes  place  at 
a  time  preceding  the  stated  period  of  the  meeting  of 
the  respective  state  legislatures. 

Mr.  Linn  asked  the  senator  to  accept  the  following 
as  a  substilute: 

Provided  alwaijs.  That  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
lion  shall  not  aH'ect  the  elections  of  representatives 
to  the  twenty-eighth  congress. 

Jlr.  Walker  said  that  he  would  do  so,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that,  if  this  amendment  should  fail,  he 
would  again  submit  his  own. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  but,  without 
taking  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  adjourned. 

Ju.vii  8.  The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
hill  for  the  setflementof  Ihe  accounts  of  Silas  Deane. 
The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Clayton,  ,Smi(/i,  of 
Conn,  and  Plietjts  and  opposed  by  Mr.  King  and 
others,  and  finally  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Emns  moved  that  the  bill  from  the  house  mak- 
ing approprialions  for  the  army,  which  he  thought 
looked  more  like  a  bill  for  reorganizing  the  army 
than  for  making  appropriations  for  it,  be  referred,  so 
much  as  relates  to  appropriations,  to  the  finance  com- 
mittee, and  so  much  as  relates  to  Ihis  new  system  of 
military  discipline  to  the  military  commiltee. 

Mr.  Aiiig-said  this  was  clearly  out  of  order;  the 
bill  could  not  be  cut  up  and  parcelled  out. 

Mr.  Evans  admitted  his  motion  to  be  somewhat 
extraordinary  as  was  the  bill  itself;  but  maintained 
that  Ihe  distinct  subjects  of  the  bill  required  distinct 
committees  to  consider  them. 

Mr.  Preston  thought  it  extremely  objectionable  to 
insert  in  an  appropriation  bill  a  provision,  which 
struck  at  an  important  branch  of  the  public  service. 
Appropriations  ought  to  be  made  in  accordance  with 
the  lav\'s  found  on  the  statute  book;  and  yet  here  was 
a  bill  modifying  or  repealing  most  important  provi- 
sions, under  the  guise  of  an  appropriation  hill.  By 
the  spirit  of  the  rules  the  bill  should  go  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance;  and  if  that  coinmittce  should  think 
the  state  of  the  treasury  is  such  that  Ihe  expense  of 
the  present  army  cannot  be  sustained,  the  senate 
might  instruct  the  committee  on  military  affairs  to 
report  a  bill  for  its  reduction. 

Mr.  Scviir  moved  to  refer  the  hill  to  the  r.nminitlrc 
on  military  affairb — 


When  the  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs- 
Preston,  Serier,  Bayard,  Woodbury,  Jircher,  and  others- 

Mr.  Buchanan  desired  to  be  informed  by  the  chair 
whether  it  was  proper  on  a  mere  question  of  refe- 
rence to  go  into  a  debate  on  the  general  merits  of  a 
bill.'  Because,  if  this  was  the  case,  it  was  matter  of 
doubt  whether  the  apportionment  bill  would  be 
reached  to-day.  The  legislature  of  iiis  =tate  would 
meet  to-morrow,  and  he  should  therefore  be  compel- 
led to  move  that  the  subject  be  laid  on  the  table,  un- 
less the  question  could  be  taken  at  once.  (Cries  of 
"no!  no.") 

Mr.  Sct'ici"  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  bill  was 
then  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  apportionment  bill;  the  question  pending  being 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Linn,  to  add  a  proviso:  "That 
the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  affect  the  elec- 
tion of  representatives  to  the  28th  congress." 

The  debate  was  then  kept  up  between  Messrs. 
Linn,  Bayard,  Walker,  King,  Williams  and  Porter, 
when  Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Linn  by  inserting  at  the  close  the  following:  "In 
those  cases  in  which,  by  the  existing  laws  of  any 
state,  the  election  is  by  general  ticket." 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
yeas  19,  nays  24. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Linn,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Crafts,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson, King,  Linn,McRoberts,  Rives,  Sevier,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young— 23. 

NAYS-^Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Pres- 
ton, Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sprague,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Woodbridge— 22. 

Mr.  Sft'ier  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  which  had 
just  been  taken;  which  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  motion  having  been  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  2.3,  nays 
22.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  same  question, 
and  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  .'Mfji  moved  to  strike  out  the  2d  section  as 
amended,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bapby,  Benton,  Eeriien,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun.  Cuthhcri,  Fulion,  Kins,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts.  Rives,  Sevier,  Smiih,  .it  Conn.  Siurgem,  Tap- 
pan.  Walker,  Wilcox.  Woodbury,  Wriffhi,  Yuiiiig— -21. 

NAYS— Messrs  Archer,  IJiirrow.  Bates.  Bavard, 
Clayi.in.  Conrnd,  Crafis,  Evans,  Grnhain.  Heuders<in, 
Hiintinij'ion.  Kerr,  Mansriiui,  Merrick,  MillT,  More- 
head,  Porter,  Preston.  Simmons.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Sprague.  Tallmadse.  White.  Woodl.iidL'e- '«. 

Mr.  Berrien  said  that  the  change  of  ratio  adopted 
by  the  senate  would  require  the  bill  to  be  amended. 
He  would  therefore,  send  to  the  chair  the  following 
amendment,  viz: 


Strike  out. 

/»ue) 

Maine, 

-       10 

7 

New  Hampshire, 

6 

4 

Massachusetts, 

-       15 

10 

Rhode  Island, 

0 

0 

Connecticut, 

6 

4 

'\''ermonl. 

6 

4 

New  York, 

-       49 

34 

New  Jersey, 

-        -        7 

5 

Pennsvlvania, 

-      34 

34 

Delaw'are, 

2 

1 

Maryland, 

9 

6 

Virginia, 

-      21 

15 

North  Carolina, 

-       13 

9 

South  Carolina, 

9 

7 

Georgia, 

-       12 

8 

Alabama, 

-       10 

7 

Louisiana, 

fi 

4 

Mississippi, 

6 

4 

Tennessee, 

-       15 

11 

Keiituekv, 

-       14 

JO 

Ohio,      ■ 

-      30 

21 

Indiana, 

-       14 

10 

Illinois, 

-       10 

Missouri, 

7 

ft 

.\rkaii.sas. 

2 

I 

Michigan, 

4 

3 

The  C/iiiii- was  in  the  act  of  reporting  the  bill  to 
the  senate  as  amended,  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  .May  31.  The  army  appropriation  hill 
was  resumed  in  commiltee  of  the  whole  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fillmore,  with  Mr.  L'ndcru-ood,  of  Kenlueky, 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  McKcon  resumed  his  remarks,  lie  was  for 
the  lowest  of  the  proposed  amounts  of  reductio.i. 
Our  negotiations  with  a  civilized  foe  cannot  be  in- 
fluenced by  an  army  as  can  negotialions  with  Indian^ 
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tnerelv.  Mr.  McK.  hcid  hitherto  had  but  little  con- ,  in  fortune,  and  above  all  in  mind,  dreams  that  he 
fidence  in  Lord  Ashhurton's  mission.  fJow,  he  :  needs  his  followers.  It  was  the  language  of  the  ma- 
thou"-ht     however,    that   a   belter    feelinf;    existed.  |  niac  and  not  of  the  sage.  r        tr 

Mr  Mck.ithen  glanced  at  the  situation  of  EuR-land,  \  Mr.  Rs.emto  agreed  w,th  the  gentleman  from  Va 
rhJeemniionsol"  men  demandino:  universal  sum-age, '(Mr.  Gi/mer,)  that  there  were  many  abuses  n  the 
and  thTvole  by  ballot,  and  threatening  the  anstoera- 1  army.  But,  because  there  were  f  ^uses,  >t  wasnot 
?ic  institutions  of  tha  country;  and  tlie  elements  of  for  congress  to  say  they  would  lop  off  this  arm  of 
revoUVtion  in  Ireland,  and  thought  that  they  were  our  defence  That  there  were  abuses  >"  the  armj 
ca rrvin'  out  the  doctrine  spoken  of  by  an  English  he  did  not  doubt.  As  an  instance  m  proof  of  this  1  c 
state^s™ln°That  the  time  had  come  whin  principles,  referred  to  a  report  from  the  department  made  to 
and  perha'ps,  arms  united,  would  sweep  like  a  chain  the  senate  in  answer  ^^  »--'"-;  \\  ted  fi?  t  a 
«l,of  over  the  land  Her  war  also  wth  China,  and  ,  a  certam  oEficer,  in  which  it  was  siaicu  nrsi  ai 
wUhAH-ghanistan,  whose  people  fought  with  all  the   $17,000,  next  at  ^37,000,  and  third  about  half  way 

ha  e  of  the  "yeS  prophet  o^  '"'"V""^''','"'%h",?hcv  hnd 

ou   of  a  situation  to  be  willing  for  a  war  with  Ame-  that  this  was  correct,     t  was  an  abuse  that  they  had 

r  c?also.'   The  ^rovmces  of  Canada  present  but  the  not  been  able  to  find  -  at  theexact  ^^y  of  ll-  oS 

appearance  of  a^amp.     The  attitude  of  F^.e  too  <.,.  ^  r.^^S^^^aMh^t^: "1^^'  '^""" 


appearance  ui  i*  cuiiip.      i  mc  amt«^.-v.  w.  ^  . ....... 

entered    into   the  considerations   of  her   statesmen 
They  remembered  Canning's  eloquent  peroration,  or 
the  subject  of  marching  troops  into  Portugal: 
Celsa  sedet  jEolus  arce 
Seeptra  tenens. 
What  were  now  their  efforts  to  sustain  their  present 
power  at  home,  to  grasp  "no  barren  sceptre."     The 
throne  rested  on  elements  of  discontent  and  the  po- 
verty of  millions  of  people,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
in  a  favorable   condition  to  wage  war  with  us.     He 
had  confidence  in  the  devotion  and  character  of  our 
army,   but   the  present   financial   exigencies  of  the 
country  require  us  to  curtail  its  expenses.     Vn^c  arc 
unjustly  charged  with    opposition  to  the  navy.      Ihe 
avc-ao-e  annual  expenditures  of  the  navy  for  the  last 
six  years  have  been  {^6,153,360;  the  amount   passed 
in  our  late  bill  for  it  this  year  is  $6,339,894,  making 
the  whole  amount  applicable  to  service  of  this  year, 
should   the  bill  finally  pass,  $10,610,575.     We  have 
afforded   to  the  present  head   of  the   navy  certainly 
not  less  than  we  did  to  it  in  .Jackson's  or  Van  Buren  s 
administration,  or  to  his  immediate  predecessor.   He 
could  not  consent  to  measure  the  size  of  our  navy 
bv  the  length  of  our  sea  coast,  or   our  army  by  the 
number  of  yards  on  our  frontier:  but  rather   hy  the 
len-th  or  depth  of  our  purse.     If  any  Iriend  ot  the 
admmistration,  however,  could   assure   him  of  any 
iust  apprehension  of  war,  he  would    go  most  cheer- 1 
fuilv  for  all   its  necessary  appropriations,     ^o  a. 

.     .    ,  __i!^_    u^A  K.,^r.   l,'a-^io/\    morp   inihtlp^entlV  th: 


Ol   uuryiiii^  *iti?,   uiiL  it,u.^  ...-w   .w , 

this  abuse  existed,  that  therefore  they  ought  to  cut 
off  any  appropriations  for  the  army  at  the  present 
time. 

The  question  of  the  reduction  of  the  army  was  an 
exceedmgly  important  one.  It  was  idle  to  talk  of 
this  question   as   a  question  of  war  with  Great  Bri- 


from  the  Major  General  commanding  the  army, 
in  which  this  increase  was  recommended,  for  the 
purpose  of  distributing  four  regiments  of  artillery  on 
the  Atlantic  sea-board,  in  Alabama  and  Florida,  &c. 
The  gentlemen  were  mistaken,  and  had  conveyed  an 
erroneous  impression,  when  they  had  said  its  in- 
crease v.'asa  w:ir  establishment. 

Mr.  IF.  B.  CanipbLll  explained  that  tliebill  ofl83S 
was  passed  by  both  houses  of  congress,  on  the  ground 
of  the  Florida  war,  if  it  was  not  on  this  ground  re- 
commended by  the  secretary  of  war. 

Mr.  Fe.wriidcn  said  this  was  very  probable,  as  all 
bills  in  the  house  were  not  passed  on  the  real  rea- 
sons for  them.  He  did  not  doubt  but  at  that  time  it 
was  found  more  convenient  and  effective  to  talk  ot 
the  Florida  war  for  the  purpose  of  the  passage  of 
that  hill  than  to  talk  of  the  necessity  of  placing  our 
army  on  a  respectable  footing.  And  gentlemen  pre- 
tended to  tell  him  that  this  army  of  12,000  men  was 
predicated  on  a  war  establishment,  and  that  now  in 
a  time  of  peace  it  was  unnecessary  and  should  be 
reduced.  .  ,   ,i    »  ,i 

The  gentleman   from  Virginia  had   said   that  they 

...     °     1  ___      *i.„     * «k:^ol     />/^rns.    ihnt    it  WaS 


Massachusetts  (Mr.  C.isftin^)  had  ^"^"^"f"  ;"'"'-  -(j^  %  ,  ^^„i  „[  territory  and  of  rivers  uncx- 
impression  that  would   be 'nade  by  the   present  eon- ^  vyth  a  va  t  cx^^^^^^^  points  of  defence  and    attack  to 

spirit,  the  number  of  our  f'^^X\ltefJd'uZ  <  ployed  tLwmle  jeaVTet  the  gentleman  talked  a, 
had  to  bring  a  sufficient  foice  into  the  field    in  one  ,  P'oy'"   "'«  ^    ^;j   ,  ;    ,  |      ^^  perform  were 

moment.  We  might  reduce  our  army  one-half  and  [  ^f^^^"  j  ';„"j; ''°  ^ ,''  F.  contended  that  for  the 
t^^^h^be^aliU  e  m^  [m??  ';:^;:'^f:r^w:' b^t  in'Je!  re%u"rpots":rsaving  money  they  should  not  cut 
^::^:TZ:e  co,^^^--sw,uch    entered    -f^n  -  j— ^^^  ;^-rlv^-      '  ' 


lerence   in  -an    ii>w=i.  v..j..-- ■  ■ 

into  the  minds  of  negotiators,  the  number  of  men  m 
the  array,  whether  it  remained  as  it  was  at  present 
or  was  reduced  one-half,  would  not  enter  into  the 
question  at  all.  What  then  were  the  questions  which 
ought  to  be  considered  in  settling  a  matter  ol  this 
kind'  They  were  questions  having  reference  entire- 
ly to  the  uses  of  the  army  in  time  of  peace. 

Its  use  in  peace  was  to  preserve  a  proper  oi'gani- 
zation    and  another  waste  garrison  our  ports  on 


fully  for  all  its  necessary  appropriations.  ^^'°,=''-  ^\J.Hime  frontier.  Mr.  F. "adverted  to  the  exposed 
ministration  had  been  treated  more  indulgently  tnan  ^jj^^^gi^  ^f  Maine,  with  the  neighborhood  of  the 
our  present  one,  in  the  management  of  our  foreign  gi.jjjj^  j^t  at  Halifax,  and  asked,  if  it  was  strange 
relations.     We  had  scarcely  made  an   inquiry  ot  it,  ^^^  should  feel  a  deeper  interest  in   this  matter 


and  we  were,  as  far  as  foreign  difficulties  were  con. 
cerned,  "riding  with   darkness."     He  wished  those 
v/ho  quoted   Gen.  Scott's  report  and  recommenda- 
tions as  authority,  would  give  the  example  of  a  lull, 
instead  of  but  a  partial  endorsement  ol  his  proposi- 
tions.    Though  differing  in  sentiments  from   the  po- 
litical  majority  of  this  house,  in   the  spirit  of  one 
who  felt  that  we  were  all  equally  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  he  called  upon  that  majority 
to   pause   before  following   the  lead  of  those  wno 
would   increase  our  expenditures.   ■  The   majority 
have  made  professions  of  retrenchment.     It  remains 
with   them  whether  their  professions  shall  be   sus- 
tained by  their  voles,  whether  their  promise  to  ad- 
minister the  government  on  $13,000,000  slia  I  be  ful- 
filled  or  the  estimates  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury for  $33,000,000,  shall  on  the  other  hand  be  eon- 
firmed      My  opposition    to  these   appropriations  is 
ba.sed  on  the  ground  of  placing  beyond  question  an 
increased  tariff.     Mr.  McK.  was  in  favor  ol    the  ar- 
my as  a  military  nucleus.     Science  could  not  he  had 
instanter,  but  men  could.     Chateaubri-and,  he  believ- 
ed  it  was,  said  of  France,  that  France  was  a  soldier; 
La  France  £«  sMat.     Every  citizen  of  the  U.  states 
-most  assuredly  was  trained  from  his   mfancy  to   he 
use  of  fire-arms,  and  would   be  ready  to   otiey  the 
■summons  of  the  nation.     He  was  ^I'^P^^f ,  "/f!^"^,'; 
the  army  to  6,000  men.     The  increase  at  the  Black 
Hawk  and    Florida  wars  was  pro  tnnlo  for  war  pur- 
Doses.     He  would  prefer  to  preserve  the  dragoons 
however.     Ms.  McK.  nest  rebutted  the  argument  ol 
Mr   Cuihing,  that  we  must  arrange  our  forces  m  re- 
■    ference  to  foreign   powers,  and  to   ^o  so  gave   an 
■analysis  of  their  respective  strengths,  and  then  refer- 
red  to  the  fact  that  the  recommendation  tor  reuuc- 
tion  came  from   the  oldest  and  wisest  ot  the  h«"se. 
It  was  sustained  by  the  gentlemen  f™"}."?^!,^,    ! 
setts   (Mr.  ^dam,)  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jo/m.so»,) 
■rom  Lrth  Carolina,  (Mr.  McKay,)  a'"™?  f^^™";' 
nrudont,  economical,   and   far-seeing  of  this    house, 
^ho  had  long  been  members  of  this  body  and  knew 
the  wants  of  the  country.     To  theirvo.ee  was  op- 
nosed  arguments  addressed   to  them  in  a   most  spe- 
cious garb,  particularly  with  the  power  ol  poetry 
added  to  them    He  thought  that  the  allu^'on  to  them 
was  not  fortunate  when  opposed  to  the  sound  advice 


that  she  should  feel  a  deeper  interest  in  this  matter 
than  did  Tennessee  or  North  Carolina.  Three  thou- 
sand men  would  fake  care  of  all  the  public  properly 
he  had  no  doubt,  but  the  question  was,  eou  d  they 
accomplish  the  other  object,  i.  e.  garrison  the  forts 
and  keep  up  a  knowledge  of  the  military  arts.  In 
1821  we  had  but  few  military  posts  but  we  now  had 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  the  gulf  of  Mexico  thirty- 
two  and  on  the  northern  frontier,  five  more.  How 
many  men  were  necessary  in  order  to  garrison  tljese 
nnsts'  Could  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (IMi. 
&^ffin)  or  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  McKay)  tell 
.  I  him 


Mr.  Gogifin,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry,  referred  to 
document'No.  168  of  the  present  ^ess'on  bein^  a 
communication  from  the  secretary  of  war,  which 
estimated  the  number  of  men  required  to  man  all 
our  forts  in  time  of  peace  at  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety. 

Mr.  Fesscnden.     This  was  the  number  of  men  re- 
miired  to  preserve  the  public  property  only. 
'     AbrL?  conversation  arose  between  Messrs.  Go^- 

I         .    „  .         :.. c..^.^/.^    in  llip.  nature  of  this 


[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  senate  an- 
nouncing the  election  of  the  hon.  tV.  P.  Mangum,  as 
president  of  that  body. 

Mr.  IVarrcn,  of  Georgia,  had  not  been  able  to  see 
any  utility  in  continuing  any  more  of  our  arniy  than 
was  necessary  to  take  care  of  our  forts  and  the  pro- 
perty connected  therewith.  According  to  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  war,  to  which  the  gentlernan 
from  Vir-'inia  (Mr.  Goggin  had  referred), a  much  less 
number  than  our  present  army  v/as  sufficient  for 
this  purpose,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  the 
greatest  reduction  proposed.  He  did  not  desire  to 
have  such  an  army  retained  as  would  keep  up  a  mi- 
litary spirit  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
Hedidnoth.lend  to  be  controlled  by  any  one  de- 
partment in  reference  to  this  matter;  for,  if  they 
were  to  be  governed  by  Ihe  recommendations  of  mi- 
lifary  men,  in  less  than  fifty  years  our  country  would 
be  one  enlire  military  camp. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  the  reductions  ol  the 
navy  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  voted  for  the  amendment 
to  the  bill,  but  he  denied  that  he  had  voted  to  reduce 
the  navy  He  had  voted  to  reduce  the  estimate  lor 
the  subsistence  of  the  navy  because  it  was  larger 
than  was  necessary,  unless  a  fraud  had  been  com- 
mitted on  them  by  the  officer  making  the  estimate. 
For  the  subsistence  of  the  home  squadron  there  was 
no  necessity  for  an  estimate  in  the  bill  they  had  just 
passed  He  had  voted  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
also  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  on  the  department 
to  show  precisely  the  deficiency  in  this  appropriation 
when  a  further  appropriation  was  called  for.  Mr. 
W  also  explained  that  he  had  voted  for  the  amend- 
lent  of  the  gentleman  from   New  York  (Mr.  Mc- 


^  A  brie'f  conversation  arose  between  Mess>-.s.  0„^;  'S„"  to  the  navy  bill,  to  limit  the  appointments 
gd  and  F^ssendcn.  in  .-•^f'^'-^;^^^^"  ^^f^^^"™  "Vtir.  .^e  naVv.  and  stop  the  executive  department  of  t 
Estimate  of  the  secretary  of  war,  the  oimei  genue 
man  reading  from  the  document  that  it  was  a  state- 
ment  of  the" number  of  men  required  to  garrison  our 
forb  in  time  of  peace,  and  the  latter  gentleman  con- 
tending  that  garrison  duty  was  to  take  c^are  of  the 
m"blie%roperty,  and  that  the  secrelary  did  not  in 
fhls  docSme^it  p'^etend  to  »--er  the  question  of  ow 
many  men  were  necessary  to  keep  up  a  militaiy 
snirt  and  discipline  in  the  army. J  . 

^Mr  f««'  d«  continued.  The  two  things,  viz:  to 
lake  eai"  of  the  public  property,  to  perform  garri- 
son duty,  and  at  .L  samL  time  keep  up  the  necessa- 
ry military  knowledge,  must  be  combined 

J „     ^      f        1     *„     *Ua    t-nnnl'T     Ot     the   SC 


the  navy  and  stop  the  executive  department  of  the 
government  from  increasing  the  navy  to  any  amount 
it  thought  proper.  When  the  service  of  the  country 
require°d  an  increase  in  the  personnel  of  the  navy,  let 
it  be  set  before  the  house  by  the  proper  department, 
and  he  would  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  navy, 
and  go  for  its  increase  at  the  discretion  of  the  legis- 
lature and  not  the  executive.  He  came  from  a  por- 
tion of  the  country  which  did  not  believe  it  a  bless- 
ing to  be  taxed— a  portion  of  the  country  where  the 
appropriations  were  not  expended,  and  therefore  felt 
called  on  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  watch  the  appro- 
priations  of  govei-nmeut.      We   had    not    now    the 

1,  miiuary  iuiow.t..f,-,  . ot-cretirv  of  means  to  pay  the  appropriations  if  made,  and  wouiq 

Mr.  F.  referred  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  oi  means  .f  ^^  j,  * 'g  "^  ^y  loans  and  then  taxation, 
war  of  1837,  which  stated  on  a  >;eport  made  by  Gem  !^-  to  —  ti,  m  nrs  J^^^^_^^^^^^^^  ^„  ,,,„,,  ,he 
Macomb,  that  the  thirty-  wo  *»;'=  °^",/'>';r^f„",';'^t  execut  ve\o  increase  the  army  and  navy  to  any  ex- 
coast  would  require  about  -^'Of™^"-  '"Vest-  tent  it  saw  proper?  If  he  represented  such  a  consti- 
question  was,  J":'-\-^^,r  X  F.'^oin Lro.U    t^^^^^^        as  "the"  gentleman    f-"  f  ^   (^^^  ^I 

^,r';M"cri"n^l83t  waTsuVd^"  ^ZSy    ^     "r'iTiir'™  "'  "^  ""'"'''  "  '''' 

;;t-;;;e[-^y^he  language  Of  one  of  those    beau^parg.^^^ 
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the  people  alone.     To  talk  of  keepin?  up  a  stanclin?  ;  He  pave  a  history  of  the  origin  of  brevet  rank,  and 
army  for   the    purpose  of  deterring  foreign   nations    the  provisions  of  law  in  resard  to  the   pay  of  those 


army  lor  me   purpose 

from  attacking  us,  it  was  a  thing  he  never  dreamed 
of.  We  wanted  no  army— nor  did  we  want  a  navy 
save  to  protect  our  commerce  from  the  inroads  of 
pirates  and  others  wlio  might  molest  it. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  meant  in  these  remarks  to  present 
no  more  llian  a  general  outline  of  his  views   on  this 

subject.     He  siiould  not  go  into  the  statistics  of  the  ,        ,    , 

armv  but  he  must  protest  a!!;ainst  such  a  plan  of  re-  ]  Lord  deliver  us!     Let  us  ir-t  break  down  our  army 
ductmn  as  seemed  to  be  advocated  by  his   colleague  !  It  was  no  easy  thine:  to  get  again  such  abndy  of  men 


ho  were  thus  honored.  Gentlemen  claimed  to  be 
great  friends,  to  the  army  and  navy,  yet  could  not 
hear  to  hear  a  word  said  on  the  meritorious  services, 
the  noble,  the  g.allant,  the  heartslirring  achievements 
for  which  brevet  rank  had  often  been  given.  Oh  no! 
it  disturbed  their  nerves;  it  too  strongly  affected  their 
feelings.     From  such  friends  to -navy  and  army  good 


(Mr.  B/acA:)-,  who  would  have,  as  the  very  first  step,  I  so  disciplined,  so  educated,  so  brave.  He  did  not 
the  three  companies  now  stationed  in  Georgia  dis-  believe  there  existed  such  another  body  of  men  on 
banded,  because  of  the  outrages  committed  by  them  tiie  face  of  the  earth.  Meet  them  where  you  would, 
upon  citizens  of  the  state;  one  company,  however,  you  were  sure  to  meet  gentlemen.  Their  urbanity 
was  an  exception — that  of  captain  Casey,  belonging  of  manners,  their  refinement,  their  general  intelli- 
to  the  8lh  regiment:  had  all  companies  of  our  troops  gence,  as  well  as  their  gallantry  and  patriolism,  were 
behaved  like  them  no  complaints  would  ever  have  !  just  objects  of  national  pride  and  exultation.  He 
been  heard.  j  alluded  to  the  upright  administration  of  army'officers 

Mr.  W.  expressed  regret  that  his  colleague  had  i  when  disbursing  the  public  money  as  contrasted  with 
deemed  it  necessary  to  speak   in   that  house   of  the    former  waste  and  defalcation 
relations  subsisting  between  the  citizens  of  their  slate 


and  the  United  States  army;  because  the  men  who 
composed  it,  while  within  the  bounds  of  the  state, 
•were  subject  to  her  own  municipal  laws,  and  if  they 
were  guilty  of  crimes  could  be  tried  and  punished 
nanne         "" 


Here  Mr.  W.  recounted  some  of  the  feats  of  the 
militia  and  concluded  a  longeulogy  on  militia  prowess 
by  a  touch  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

[Cries  of    'rise,  rise!"] 

Mr.  W.  refused  to  yield   for  a  motion  to  rise,  and 


in  the  same  manner  with  all  ether  persons.  The  J  proceeded  to  notice  the  effort  by  Mr.  Poinsett  to  in- 
state had  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  army,  i  troduce  a  better  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
as  such,  but  only  of  the  conduct  of  individuals,  and  militia,  and  the  political  use  which  had  been  made 
this  she  was  competent  to  try  and  punish.  If  any  j  of  his  report  on  that  subject.  He  had  looked  into 
acts  of  violence  had  been  perpetrated  by  order  of  an  j  the  debates  in  the  convention  for  the  formation  of 
officer  or  officers  of  the  army,  the  case  would  be  1  the  constitution,  as  well  as  in  those  held  in  the  vari- 
dilt'i-rent;  but  when  they  were  the  lawless  acts  [  ous  states  to  discuss  the  adoption  of  that  inslrumcnt. 
of  private  soldiers,  there  could  be  no  ground  of  com-  i  and  he  found  that  the  very  arguments  employed 
plaint  in  congress  against  the  army  of  the  United  !  against  Mr.  Poinsett's  scheme  were  then  urged  with 
Slates.  I  equal  earnestness   against  the  militia  system  of  the 

Here  Mr.  BU.ck  interposed  to  explain  and  a  con-  United  States  as  now  established.  Even  Patrick 
troversv  concerning  the  Georgia  militia,  and  Geor-  j  Henry  denounced  it  as  a  standing  army,  but  the  wis- 
gia  politics  ensued  Mr.  H'arrtn  was  unwilling  that  :  dom  of  Madison  and  h.s  compeers  prevailed,  and  the 
questions  belonging  to  a  Georgia  tribunal  should  come  ;  system  was  retained.  A  very  able  report  had  once 
before  congress.  He  was  happv  to  state  that  the  |  been  made  m  the  house,  which  concluded  with  this 
military  committee  were  about  to  make  a  report  on  position,  that  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
the  whole  subject;  and  when  that  came  in,  he  hoped  '  militia  belonged  exclusively  to  the  s'ates  and  con- 
that  his  colleague  and  himself  would  be  found  acting  S^ess  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  In  this  opinion  Mr. 
together  side  by  side,  in  attempting  to  get  an  appro-  i  W.  could  not  coincide;  he  thought  that  congress  had 
priation  to  pay  the  militia  for  their  services  in  defend-  ;  something  to  do  with  it.  In  1793  a  general  act  had 
in""  the  slate  passed   establishing  a  militia   system,  declaring   who 

Mr  ir«i-a  expressed  his  astonishment  at  witness-  I  should  be  liable  to  serve  and  who  should  be  exempt; 
ing  the  representatives  even  of  some  of  our  great  i  and  ''^d  decided  that  all  persons  exempt  by  the  stale 
Atlantic  cities  advocating  the  destruction  of  our  lit-  laws  should  be  held  exempt  under  that  law  also.  Yet 
tie  army.     He  referred  to  the   local    position  of  his  !  't  »as  attempted  to  be  mainlained  that  congress  had 


own  district,  and  dwelt  on  his  obligation  to  advocate 
the  safety  of  New  York  as  immediately  connected 
with  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  his  own  consti- 
tuents. He  considered  it  peculiarly  unwise  and  in- 
expedient to  reduce  our  military  force  at  this  parti- 
cular juncture.  Yet  such  seemed  to  be  the  combina- 
tion of  political  influences  in  resisting  tliis  bill  that 
he  was  now  convinced  that  the  army  must  go.  The 
present  was  but  the  incipient  stage  of  I  he  proposed 
attack  upon  it.  All  who  were  peculiarly  jealous  of 
standing  armies  would  unite  against  it;  who  all  were 
for  retrenching  to  the  last  notch  the  expenditures  of 
government,  necessary  or  not,  would  be  against  it. 
All  the  enemies  of  tiie  tariff  would  go  against  it. 
The  army  must  be  destroyed — and  what  next.'  Down 
with  the  navy.  The  army,  they  said,  cost  us  ten 
millions,  and  the  navy  fifteen;  dismiss  both  and  you 
would  save  at  a  stroke  twenty-live  millions  of  dollars 
a  year.  Glorious!  What  a  saving!  T.  e  militia  was 
sulEeient:  the  militia  was  the  safeguard  of  free  go- 
vernment. Well;  and  without  an  army  and  witliout 
a  navy,  what  deed  of  fortifications.'  Down  with 
all  appropriations  for  forts.  And  then,  what  did  wc 
want  with  ordnance.'     Away  with  arsenals  and  foun- 


tliing  to  do  with  the  subject, 

Mr.  W.  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  plan  of  re- 
lying on  the  militia  alone  was  more  odious  among  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  than  in  that  house;  but 
if  the  army  and  the  navy  were  to  be  cut  down,  what 
was  to  become  of  the  defence  of  the  country?  Mr.  W. 
concluded  with  some  general  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  proposed  reduction. 

The  committee,  (the  hour  grov^ing  late)  rose  and 
reported,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wed.vesday,  June  ].     The  .spcofre?' laid  before  the 
house  a  letter  from  Arthur  Middleton,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, which  was  read: 
To  tile  speaker  of  the  lionse  cf  representatives: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  acceptance, 
on  behalf  of  congress,  of  the  accompanying  por  rait, 
representing  the  greatdiscoverer  ofour  hemisphere — 
the  immortal  Columbus;  none  of  whose  likenesses, 
hitherto  extant,  can  be  regarded  as  authentic. 

While  in  charge  of  our  legation  at  Madrid,  it  was 
my  good  fortune,  after  many  fruitless  searches  in 
quest  of  a  genuine  likeness,  to  fall  in  with  that  of 
which  I  now  present  the  copy,  executed  for  me  by 
Senor  Madrazo,  director  of  the  roval  museum  in  that 


dries;  away  with  the  whole  ordnance  department.  I  capital 
What  remained?  The  civil  and  diplomatic  corps.  I  The  certificate  annexed  to  the  portrait,  by  Don 
And  what  need  of  a  diplomatic  corps?  Foreign  min-  Fernandez  M.  Navarrelte,  will  no  doubt  appear  con- 
isters  were  useless — a  burden  on  the  state — a  public  I  elusive  as  to  its  superiority  over  other  likenesses,  to 
nuisance;  let  us  save  the   whole  heavy  expense  of  |  all  aware  (and  all  who  know  him  are  so)  as  well  of 


their  outfit  and  salaries;  here  would  be  another  grand 
triumph  of  economy!  Almost  all  those  positions  had 
already  been  taken;  some  in  express  terms.  As  to 
i  post  office,  that  was  of  little  necessity;  we  could 


his  high  sense  of  honor  as  of  his  unrivalled  acquaint- 
ance with  the  history,  private  and  public,  of  all  the 
great  discoverers.  And  if,  after  referring  to  his  tes- 
timonials, this  painting  be  regarded  worthy  your 


do    away    with    that,  too.     And    what  then?     Why,  I  ceptanrc,  my  satisfaction   will   be  shared   by  every 


pretty  soon,  the  people,  finding  so  much  of  their 
burdens  were  needless,  would  begin  to  say  lo  mem- 
bers of  congress,  "gentlemen,  please  to  look  a  little 
to  yourselves;  down  with  your  pay.  What  need  of 
your  eight  dollars  a  day,  and  forty  cents  mileage? 
It  is  enormous!"  What  would  you  say  to  this?  Yet 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Uiiinci-)  a  man 
of  the  highest  talent  and  most  exalted  character, 
had  complained  of  the  allowance  of  ten  cents  mile- 
age to  an  olficer  recalled,  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, from  a  distant  post  as  a  most  exorbitant  al- 
lowance, while  he  himself  was  receiving  his  forty 
cents. 

Mr.  W.  here  glanced  at  the  allowance  of  pay  to 
brevet  officers,  and  the  complaints  .made  against  it. 


true  American,  in  seeing  it  placed,  as  it  ought  to  be, 
among  the  effigies  of  the  fathers  of  our  great  repub- 
lic. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  MIDDLETON. 

It  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gioin,  the  house  took  up  the  bill 
entitled  "an  act  to  carry  into  effect,  in  the  states  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  the  existing  compacts  with- 
those  states  with  regard  to  the  five  per  cent,  fund  and 
the  school  reservation." 

By  ayes  84  noes  not  counted,  the  bill  was  passed. 
The  business  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia 
Was  then  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underteood,  the  house  todf  up 


the  bill  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  operation 
of  a  part  of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  revive  and  ex- 
tend the  charlers  of  certain  banks  in  th^  District  of 
Columbia;  which  said  bill  had  been  returned  from 
the  senntc  with  the  fnllo'ving  amendment: 

In  line  13.  after  the  word  "three,"  insert:  unless 
the  banks  of  Richmond  or  Baltimore  shall  before 
that  time  resume  specie  payments,  after  which  re- 
sumption the  privilege  granted  by  this  act  shall  cease 
and  determine. 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "or,"  and  insert  "and:"  in  order  to  allow  the 
District  banks  which  could  not  safely  resume  before 
those  of  Virginia,  to  use  until  then,  the  Virginia  pa- 
per as  heretofore. 

After  discussion,  the  amendment  was  rejected  by 
a  vote  of  103  lo  76.  The  question  then  recurring  on 
Ihe  amendment  of  the  senate,  Mr.  Underwood  said 
that  as  the  vole  just  taken  had  destroyed  the  impor- 
tance of  the  bill,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  It 
was  accordingly  laid  upon  the  table.  Several  bills  re- 
lating to  the  District  were  then  passed  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Thdrsdat,  June  2.  The  house  resumed  the  bu- 
siness relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  bill 
to  incorporate  the  national  institute  was  passed  by 
105  to  66;  bills  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  mar- 
riage, and  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Manual 
Labor  scho(d,  and  Male  Orphan  Asylum,  were  also 
passed.  The  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city 
of  Alexandria  was  then  reconsidered,  and  an 
amendment  having  been  adopted  auihorising  every 
male  citizen  over  21  years  and  of  12  months  resi- 
dence, to  vote,  and  the  question  being  on  the  passage 
of  Ihe  bill,  Mr.  .idnms  moved  to  recommit  it  with  in- 
structions to  strike  out  the  word  "while  person," 
the  effect  of  which  amendment  would  be  to  allow 
persons  of  all  colors  to  vote.  He  challenged  the 
mover  of  the  original  amendment  to  show  why  a 
man  in  Alexandria,  who  had  performed  all  the  du- 
ties of  a  citizen,  should  be  excluded  from  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  merely  because  his  skin  might  not  he 
snowy  white.  He  had  done  all  he  could  to  prevail  on 
the  chairman  of  the  District  committee  not  to  bring 
in  the  bill  with  so  obnoxious  a  provision.  But  a?  he 
had  failed,  he  had  now  no  alternalive  but  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  word  "white,"  so  that  hundreds  of  good 
citizens  now  excluded,  might  vote.  "What,"  said 
j  Mr.  A.  is  Ihe  meaning  of  the  term  "while  man?" 
Does  it  refer  to  the  color  of  the  eyes  or  of  the  skin? 
:  If  it  do,  I  can  point  to  several  members  of  this  house 
I  who  are  not  white — (great  laughter.)  After  order 
[  had  been  restored,  Mr.  ^■Itlaiiis  said  he  would  pledge 
I  his  word  that  he  could  go  out  into  the  District  and 
!  bring  in  a  hundred  respectable  men,  called  "color- 
i  ed,"  whose  complexions  were  whiter  than  any  twen- 
ty men  in  this  house.  [Renewed  laughter.]  Mr. 
A.  proceeded  to  show  thai,  in  some  cases,  it  was 
impossible  for  a  man  to  tell  by  his  color  whether 
he  was  a  ^vhite  man  or  riot.  The  only  way  in  which 
it  could  be  ascertained  was  by  going  back  to  the 
genealogy.  [Laughter.]  He  said  that  throughout  the 
commonweallh  of  Massachusetts  there  was  no  politi- 
cal distinction  as  to  color.  He  therefore  contended 
that  the  free  colored  citizens  of  Alexandria  ought  to 
have  the  same  privilege.  With  what  consistency 
could  it  he  said  that  these  men,  paying  taxes,  and 
ready  to  shed  their  blood  for  their  country,  should 
not  vote?  Tell  it.  said  Mr.  A.  to  the  human  race 
what  that  reason  is?  He  then  asked  why  it  was  that 
this  queslion  of  universal  suffrage  had  been  thus  forc- 
ed upon  the  house  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment, 
in  the  absence  of  any  request  of  the  people  of  Alex- 
andria on  the  subject. 

Mr.  IV.  Cost  Johnson  made  some  remarks  to  shew 
that  the  question,  whether  or  not  negroes  shall  vote, 
is  not  the  subject  of  agilation  any  where,  but  in  the 
house  itself,  notwithstanding  all  that  Mr.  ^idanu  had 
said  to  Ihe  contrary.  Mr.  J.  then  denounced  the 
course  of  Mr.  .'^drtms  in  making  such  amotion.  He 
could  conceive  of  no  other  object  the  gentleman 
could  have,  but  to  increase  the  irritation  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  south.  He  conclir'ed  by  moving  to  lay 
the  motion  of  Mr.  .jdams  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed — yeas  87,  nays  66.  So  the 
motion  of  Mr.  ..hiauis  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  by 
the  rules  of  the  house,  the  whole  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table  with  it. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  police 
guard  for  tiie  city,  in  lieu  of  the  present  watchmen 
employed  about  the  public  buildings,  was  next  taken 
up,  and  after  discussion  and  amendment  passed  by  a 
vote  of  84  to  77.     The  house  then  adjourned. 

Frid.vy,  June  3.  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  offered 
a  resolution,  calling  upon  the  president  of  the  United 
States  for  inl'ormaliou  in  reference  to  the  New  York 
custom  house  commission.  The  information  called 
for  was,  whether  Ihe  commission  be  now  in  exis- 
tence. If  not,  when  di^s  ilved.  If  in  session,  for 
what  purpose?    The  expenses  of  such  commission, 
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and  from  what    fnnfls  nnid.     Ohjections  were  made 
Ihc  nile^  wcre.Hi-i.en.H -,1.       '    '   "" 

Mr.  Urn.  P.  Cnniihtll. 
jiiint  rcsoluliciii  to  llie  ti'ii 
congress  would  adjourn  oi 

ObjeclioKS  wtre  made  when  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Tennessee,  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  The 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Fillmore  presented  a  revenue  bill  from  the 
commillee  on  ways  and  means,  accompanied  by  a 
motion  that  the  bill  be  printed  and  five  thousand  ex- 
tra copies  of  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  house. 
Objections  were  made  to  the  extra  copies,  and  a  di- 
vision of  the  question  called.  The  reirular  and  the 
extra  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fillmm-e,  after  an  ineffectual  effort  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  presented  a  resolution  pro- 
posing that  on  Monday  next  all  debate  should  cease 
on  the  army  bill,  and  that  the  committee  should  pro- 
ceed to  V(jfe  upon  the  amendments.  The  resolution 
was  adopted  by  a  vole  of  95  to  83. 

A  bill  was  reported  for  the  armed  occupation  of 
Florida,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Kemudij,  of  Maryland,  on  leave  given,  report- 
ed from  thecomm'ttee  on  commerce,  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish reciprocity  in  the  commercial  regulations  of  the 
United  Stales  in  their  intercourse  with  certain  Bri- 
tish colonial  ports. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  concerning  the  termina- 
tion of  certain  commercial  treaties. 

Both  of  which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  house  tlien  went  into  connmittee  of  the  whole 
npon  the  array  bill, by  a  vote  of  89  to  66,  Mr.  Under- 
wood, of  Kentucky,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Hulsled,  of  N.  J.  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  the  general  headlong  reduction  of  the  army. 
He  wished  the  rank  and  file  preserved  as  it  was;  was 
■willmg,  he  said,  to  bring  down  the  slatf,  which  was 
too  large,  and  connected  with  which  there  were  some 
abuses;  and  to  make  some  reduction,  so  far  as  it  was 
safe  and  practicable,  from  the  increase  of  183S. 

Mr.  Cross,  of  Arkansas,  continued  the  discussion, 
and  in  a  brief  speech  opposed  the  reduction  of  the 
army.  He  thought  in  the  end  the  attempt  would 
prove  a  much  more  expensive  than  practical  or  eco- 
nomical measure. 

Mr.  FiUiiwre  stated,  after  Mr.  Cross  had  closed, 
that  there  were  but  forty-five  members  within  the 
bar,  and  not  five  of  these  were  listening  to  the 
speeches  which  had  been  made.  He  submitted  to  ; 
gentlemen  whether  it  was  not  better  to  vote  upon 
the  amendments  than  to  talk  to  bare  walls.  i 

Mr.  Giddings  alluded  to  the  wide  range  of  the  de-  ' 
bate — to  the  talking  of  affording  protection  to  the  ■ 
northern  frontier,  of  which  he  was  an  uihabitant, 
and  would  assure  them  that  his  people  would  as  soon 
ask  congress  for  protection  against  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  as  against  those  of  Canada.  What  in- 
terests were  to  be  protected  by  retaining  the  army? 
The  country  hail  more  need  of  an  army  in  18dl, 
than  it  has  now.  The  Indians  transferred  to  the 
west  were  a  protection  and  barrier  for  us,  according 
to  his  best  inlormation,  instead  of  objects  to  protect 
ourselves  against.  Ohio  never  had  a  U.  Stales  post 
in  her  limits  in  time  of  peace,  or  even  a  soldier  save 
for  recruiting,  nor  did  she  need  them.  Her  people  i 
were  hourly  crossing  and  recrossing  to  Canada,  and  I 
would  as  soon  think  of  fortifying  tiiemselves  against ! 
Pennsylvania  as  against  their  Canadian  neighbours. 
Even  in  the  last  war,  Ohio  never  called  on  the  gene-  ! 
ral  government  for  protection.  Why  were  not  the  , 
people  of  New  York,  whose  members  were  so  earn-' 
est  for  forts  and  U.  States  troops,  as  able  to  protect 
themselves  as  those  of  Ohio?  In  peace,  neither  need- 
ed protection;  and  as  to  Canada,  Mr.  G's  people 
knew  no  diHerence  between  her  people  and  our  own. 
Commerce,  and  the  arts  of  peace,  and  Christianity, 
have  taught  nations  in  a  great  measure  to  lay  aside 
their  arms,  and  seek  glory  and  honor  in  measures  : 
more  conducive  to  huuiau  happiness.  What  did  we  I 
of  this  republic  want  an  army  lor?  To  protect  us 
in  peace?  Against  whom?  You  bad  as  well  call  for 
protection  from  the  bolts  of  heaven,  from  lightning 
and  tempest,  for  we  are  in  more  danger  from  them, 
than  from  any  force  which  would  assail  our  fron- 
tiers. 'J'here  had  been  a  time  when  the  3  or  400 
men  in  Maine  were  needed  there  as  a  police,  but 
that  time  was  now  passed;  even  if  not  however,  the 
reduction  of  the  army  would  not  involve  their  remo- 
val. There  is  no  need  of  men  to  even  man  our  sea- 
board fortifications.  The  progress  of  science  and 
arts  has  been  and  is  such,  that  m  a  few  years  they 
will  be  regarded  as  antiquated  and  useless  expendi- 
tures. Mr.  G.  alluded  to  the  number  of  men  requi- 
site to  protect  the  public  property,  to  Gen.  Scott's 
report,  which, he  did  not  understand  as  recommend- 
ing a  guard  or  garrison  of  75  men  in  each  post  for  that 
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sole  purpose.     Mr.  G.  intp 


ided  to  write  out  his    re- 

iU-r.     Tlie    Flnri;!;,  >v:,r 
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end,  and   aTiolalion   of  the  constiluii  ir.   ^ 

been  commenced  and  carried  on,  and  variously  rc!^ 
newed  without  the  action  of  congress.  As  far  as  the 
army  was  neressary  for  it,  it  ought  to  be  retrenched 
and  disbanded.  In  1825,  the  shipping  of  Indians  had 
commenced.  Mr.  G.  next  referred  to  Gen.  Jesnp's 
order  for  a  list  of  runaway  negroes  and  their  descrip- 
tion, names,  &c.  to  be  reported  to  the  adjutant  gene- 
ral at  Washington.  Mr.  G.  contended  that  herein 
the  adjutant  general  of  the  army  was  empowered  to 
determine  on  the  liberty  of  American  citizens,  that 
the  whole  judicial  power  of  the  territory  of  Florida 
was  thus  usurped.  It  was  an  enormous  usurpation 
of  power.  It  was,  he  believed,  the  first  of  the  kind 
in  our  national  history.  Great  numbers  of  colored 
people  were  seized,  and  no  record  could  now  he 
found  in  the  war  department  of  their  names,  their 
owners,  or  of  any  of  the  facts  attending  their  seizure. 
It  appears  by  an  olfirial  report  that  more  than  400 
were  thus  captured;  but  how  manv  more,  whether 
800  or  1,000,  did  not  appear.  He 'thought  it  a  fla- 
grant violation  of  the  constitution  and  not  at  all  right. 
Mr.  G.  contended  that  slave  refugees  from  Georgia 
or  Carolina  or  Alabama,  having  escaped,  and  being 
in  Florida,  were  as  much  entitled  to  liberty  as  those 
who  captured  and  returned  them  to  slavery.  This 
was  the  purpose  in  sending  the  army  to  Florida;  this 
was  their  occupation,  and  as  the  negroes  and  Indians 
were  now  nearly  all  removed,  two  regiments  there 
would  suffice,  and  in  a  short  time  they  also  might  be 
gradually  withdrawn.  Mr.  G.  next  noticed  the  Cre- 
ole case,  and  denied  that  it  was  any  legitimate  ground 
for  complaint  against  Great  Britain.  If  the  general 
government  has  the  power  to  protect  the  slave  trade, 
it  also  has  the  power  to  destroy  it.  If  congress  has 
any  jurisdiction  over  the  trade  at  all,  then  its  juris- 
diction must  be  entire.  This  government  is  not  to 
be  connected  with  slavery,  he  contended,  in  any  mat- 
ter whatever.  Mr.  G.  having  concluded,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Saturday,  .Iune  4.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  refer  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  a 
letter  which  w-as  laid  before  the  house  yesterday  by 
the  speaker  from  the  secretary  of  war. 

Mr.  Cave  Jo/ijisoii  moved  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  enforce 
the  production,  if  it  had  the  power,  of  the  informa- 
tion withheld. 

Mr.  Cooper  of  Pa.  spoke  at  length  upon  the  letter 
of  the  secretary  of  war.  He  contended  that  it  was 
an  insult  to  the  house — that  the  department  trans- 
cended its  honor — that  the  house  owes  to  its  dignity 
and  power  to  require  the  production  of  the  papers 
kept  bade. 

Mr.  Cushing  of  Mass.  said  the  case  was  an  impor- 
tant one.  The  department  had  a  right,  all  must  ad- 
mit, to  withhold  information  not  compatible  with  the 
public  interest  to  communicate.  The  secretary  of 
war  had  a  right  to  withhold  such  information  as  re- 
lated to  negotiations.  There  was  no  want  of  cour- 
tesy in  •the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war.  Mr.  C. 
however,  contended  that  there  was  no  power  in  the 
house  to  compel  the  transmission  of  information  from 
the  executive  departments.  The  powers  of  the  exe- 
cutive in  such  matters  were  correlative.  The  pre- 
sident sent  information  of  this  kind  here  as  an  act  of 
comity.  They  were  papers  voluntarily  sent  to  the 
house.  Mr.  C.  als.-i  argued  to  show  that  great  injus- 
tice was  done  very  often  by  the  publication  of  ex 
parte  evidence.  Cneat  injustice  hait  ueendone  to  in- 
dividualsby  the  publication  of  ex  parte  evidence,  in 
the  New  York  custom  house  commissioners'  report. 

Mr.  Jldams  spoke  of  ihe  question  as  one  of  great 
magnitude,  and  not  a  new  one,  as  had  been  suppos- 
ed. Wilh  great  reluctance  and  respect  he  said  he 
must  differ  from  his  colleague.  He  contended  that 
the  house  of  representatives  had  a  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  every  kind  of  information  in  the  public  de- 
partments of  public  interest.  Mr.  A.  supposed  that 
a  majority  perhaps  of  the  members  would  be  as  much 
startled  by  this  position  as  they  were  by  the  opinions 
of  his  colleague:  nevertheless,  he  contended  that  he 
was  right,  and  he  founded  the  rights  of  the  house  in 
the  power  of  impeachment.  Establishing  this  opi- 
nion, he  proceeded  to  give  precedents  to  sustain  his 
opinions  and  in  answer  to  the  conclusion  of  his  col- 
league. The  precedents  cited  by  Mr.  Cusliing  were 
con-idered,  and  a  dillerent  construction  placed  upon 
them.     And  other  precedents  were  also  staled. 

Mr.  McKay,  of  North  Carolina,  sustained  the  rights 
of  the  house  under  the  impeaching  power  given  to  it 
under  the  constitution,  as  contended  for  by  Mr. 
Mains.  .Mr.  JMcKuy  thought  in  the  specific  case  un- 
der consideration  that  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of 
war  was  satisfactory.  To  get  nd  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject he  moved  the  previous  question. 


There  was  a   second— the  main  question  was  siis- 

i.  ■'!  :'■■::!  u.c-  inslructions  were  not  adopted  as  pro- 
-j.-^  an.J  iiie  letter  was-  referrea  to  the  committee 
uii  iKdiMii  allairs. 

The  army  bill  was  .then  again  resumed,  and 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Ken.  concluded  his  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  adoption  of  the  pending  amendment.  He  was 
not  influenced  by  the  alleged  inequalities  of  appoint- 
ments. It  was  said  Virginia  got  a  great  proportion 
ol  the  appointments.  Who,  he  asked,  got  all  the  ap- 
pointments in  the  custom  houses  at  Philadelphia,  N. 
York,  Boston,  &c?  None  of  his  constituents.  Hefound' 
from  the  east  to  the  west,  from  the  north  to  the  south' 
in  every  branch  of  the  government,  and  under  every 
administration,  the  science  of  plunder,  robbery,  dis- 
honesty and  defalcation  prevailing;  ami  he  w.ns  in  fa- 
vor of  economy,  retrenchment  and  reform  in  every 
branch  of  the  public  service.  He-  had  himself  resid- 
ed SIX  years  in  Arkansas  and  regu/rded  the  Indians 
there  a-  peaceably  disposed,  and  Ml  alarms  a'ooul  In- 
dian hostility  and  war  were  totally  unfounded.  We 
wanted  no  army  to  protect  us  from  foreign  invasion. 
He  confessed  he  was  under  the  idea  till  verv  lately 
that  our  difficulties  with  England  would  not  be  ter- 
minated without  a  war,  but  he  had  recently  hecomii 
perfectly  satisfied  it  was  not  so.  He  believed  it  was 
the  determination  of  England,  France,  and  every 
power  in   Europe  to  have  no  war   wilh  this  country. 

Mr.  P.  after  alluding,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Giddings,  to 
the  subject  of  the  congressional  powers  in  reference 
to  slavery,  brought  his  remarks  to  a  close,  and  the 
committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

[Monday,  June  6.  Mr.  Citry  presented  the  memc- 
rial  of  .lames  C.  Patton,  a  highly  respectable  citizen 
of  Petersburg,  (Virginia),  praying  congress  to  assist 
him  in  consirucling  two  machines  invented  by  him, 
one  for  passing  through  the  air  with  immense  velo- 
city, by  which  he  proposes  to  reach  London  or  Liver- 
pool from  this  country  in  sixty  hours,  the  other  ma- 
chine is  so  constructed  so  as  to  generate  enough  air  fcr 
respiration,  and  wilh  which  he  thinks,  he  can  pass 
through  water  at  any  depth  it  will  allow,  and  under 
ships  or  vessels  of  any  size,  and  with  such  apparatus 
as  he  is  in  possession  of  explore  or  blow  up,  in  6  or  8 
hours,  fifteen  or  twenty  ships  of  the  line.  Mr.  Pjtton 
estimates  the  expenses  of  constructing  these  machines 
at  $5,(iK)0  each.] 

Mr.  Cary  asked  its  reference  to  the  committee  on 
naval  allairs.     Ordered  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (.Mr.  Brigg-s,  of  Mass.  in  the  chair),  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  army  and  of  the  military 
academy  for  the  year  1843. 

Mr.  Ury  addressed  the  committee,  chiefly  on  the 
subject  of  tlie  Florida  war,  and  in  reply  to 'Mr.  Gid- 
dings, 

Mr.  ,.idams  continued  the  discussion,  and  gave  his 
views  generally  upon  the  whole  subject,  viewin"-  the 
question  not  as  a  financial  one,  but  morally.  He  gave 
to  the  house  a  vast  deal  of  statistical  information 
connected  with  the  army.  Mr.  A.  regarded  a  lar-'e 
standing  army  as  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of 
our  institutions.  Upon  this  principle,  commissions 
were  granted  only  for  a  limited  period,  which  was 
during  the  war.  General  Washington  resigned  his 
commission  as  soon  as  the  war  closed.  Mr.  Adams 
was  alarmnd  at  the  increase  of  the  army,  and  had 
brought  in  a  resolution  to  this  effect.  It  was  object- 
ed to  Ihe  amendment,  that  it  did  not  come  from  the 
regular  committee.  He  was  ready  to  adopt  it,  come 
from  what  quarter  it  might. 

Mr.  Stanly  addressed  the  house,  and  the  hour  of  one 
having  arrived,  the  commillee,  in  pur  ua  ice  of  the  or- 
der heretofore  adopiel,  proceeded  to  \o  i  on  amend- 
ments pending  or  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  Cave  .Miison  modified  his  amendment  by  add- 
ing after  the  words  "term  of  service,'  the  words  "or 
other  causes.' 

And  the  question  being,  first,  on  the  substitute 
amendment  of  Mr.  Roosevelt.  Tellers  were  appoint- 
ed, and  Ihe  vote  stood:  ayes  69,  noes  102. 

So  the  substitute  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  amendmint  of 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson — 

Mr.  Mjrrlweiher  offered  the  substitute  amendment 
heretofore  indicated  by  him;  but,  a  question  of  order 
being  raised  by  Mr.  Fillmnre,  Mr.  M.  withdrew  it. 

The  question  again  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson — 

Mr.  Jiloore,  of  La.  asked  a  division  of  the  question, 
(so  as  that  a  separate  question  be  taken  on  each  pro- 
viso); and  it  was  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  taken,  first,  on  the  following 
part  of  the  proposed  a.Tiendment: 

Provided,  That  the  recruiting  service  shall  cease 
until  the  number  of  noa-commissioaed  officers  and 
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crivales  in  tl..e  various  companies  of  the  several  art.l- 
ferv  and  nfantry  regiments  shall  he  reduced  by  death, 
expiration  of  term  of  service,  and  .uch  discharges  as 

hrpr''ide,.t  may  fro.n  lime  to  tin.c  d.rec  ,    o  th 
number  fixed  by  the  act  entitled    '^"  ?^f  J"s[^f,",^', 
and  fix  the  military  er.tabiisiiment  of  the  U.  oiaies, 
approved,  Marcli  2,  1821. 

'^And  the  vote  stood:  ayes  102,  noes  64. 
So  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment  was  agreed 

*°'And  the  question  recurring  on  the  second  part  of 

'^:^'';:^ul:^^^.  That  no  part  of  ,l>is  appro- 
pr  a  ion  shall  be  applied  after  the  30th  of  Septem- 
her  next  to  tl>e  payment  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons 
eslabfished  and  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  23d  of 
Mav    18.16.  ,  luuui  >v.u..."  .^..^-- 

"^^ft::^^^  of  .anna.,  18«r'  wbieb  amend-  ^^^--^  be^shec^^m.  a— d^m  .ch.  .a^as 


The  army  bill  before  the  house  for  concurrence 
upon  the  amendments  adopted  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  now  considered.  ,  ,    .  „  „,  „„ 

The  previous  nuestion  was  moved,  but  there  was  no 
se-ond  and  IS"  duiv.fe  was  continued  upon  the  pro- 
posed amend.ne.ts  to  the  bill  submitted  by  various 

'"^Mr^C.J.  Ingenoll  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with 
'"tlTReTyoUh  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  /n^rersoil  by  adding—  h„i;ct,ln 

And  to  inquire  into  the   expediency  °f  ^^o hshin 
the  military  academy  at  West  Point,  or  changing  the 
laws  in  such  manner  as  to  render  the  academy  moie 
acceptable  to  the  public. 

Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  remark  that   if  every  indivi- 
dual would  refiect  on  this  subject;  if  it  got  before  the 
and   mechanics  of  our  countiy, 


ment  was  rejected.  , 

And  the  vote  on  the  second  proviso   being  taien, 

stood;  ayes  SO,  noes  70.  , 

So  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment  was  agreed 

^°'Mr  Cave  Jdmsmi  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  another  proviso  limiting  the  amounts  of 
money  to  be  paid  to  officers  in  the  dilferent  branches 
of  ,he  service  for  pay  or  emoluments  to  the  sums  now 
paid  to  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  llie  infantry  and 
artillcrv  service.  , 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment,  by 
avesOl,  noes  62,  was  agreed  to.        .  ,      ,      ..  , 

The  committee  then  proceeded  with  the  items  of 
the  bill,afler  which,  . 

Mr  M  J-  Coofer  moved  an  additional  section,  pro- 
viding (as  the  reporter  understood),  for  tlie  reduction 


mv  wouia  oe  auujisuou,  u,  »...^..— -      ,  >    r 

the  people  would  desire.  The  gentleman  before 
him  (Mr.  Green,  of  Kentucky)  represented  a  state 
whose  legislature  had  passed  resolutions  in  favor  ol 
abolishing  this  institution,  or  amending  it  in  such  a 
way  as  would  be  acceptable;  and  so  the  legislature 
of  Tennessee  had  also  passed  resolutions  of  a  similar 
character.  Thus  he  was  not  alone  in  his  opposition 
lo  this  academy.  Mr.  R.  entered  into  the  constitu- 
tional question,  and  contended  that  there  was  no 
clause  of  the  constitution  which  would  sustain  this 
inslilution. 

He  referred  to  the  plan  submitted  by  Washington 
for  the  establishment  of  a  national  university,  and 
contended  that  that  was  wrong;  that  there  was  not  an 
i-idividual  in  this  country  that  would  subscribe  to  it. 
The  militarv  academy  rested  on  the  same  foundation 

,,„,„;,,.. r •       ,  Und  every  individual  must  condemn  it.     He  spoke  ot 

of  the  force  at  the  armories.     Rejected.  1  the  former  representative  from  Richmond  who   nau 

Mr.  Chittenden  moved  the  following  amendment:  i^^jj  j^^  ^jj  ^^^  ^i^i,  to  die  in  Washington,  because 
Strike  out  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  the  j^^  should  be  buried  at  public  expense,  and  he  be- 
lieved it  unconstitutional.  He  hoped  that  the  gen- 
's successor  went  in  the  same  manner  lor  a 
strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  or  at  least 
lOUgh  to  vote  with  him  against  the  military  aca- 


following:  xt  ■     i  c^.   »       u  ii  ;  lieved 

That  the  present   army  of  the  United  Slates  shall  ,  jij.,„a„ 
be  disbanded  on  the  4th  day  of  July  next;  a"d  on  that ,  ^^^.^^ 
day  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  ol  the  Unit- i  j., 
ed  States  to  commission  ex-governor    Dorr   late  of  j^^ 

Rhode  Island,  as  major  general  of  the  Inuted  States,  ,  Leaving  the  constitutional  argument,  Mr.  K.  pro- 
with  authority  to  enlist  as  large  an  army  of  able  bo-  ^p^.j^d  (o  speak  of  the  improprieties  and  objections 
died  soldiers,  who  shall  be  opposed  to  all  civil  autlio-  ^^^  ^^^j^^,^  grounds  to  this  institution.  He  referred  to 
rity  and  in  favor  of  the  largest  liberty,  as  he  shall  be  ^j^^  ^.^  j.^  ^f  Hj^,  gi^jlh  of  Maine,  made  during  the 
enabled  to  do,  with  the  aid  of  his  friends  m  Tamma-  ^j^^^g  ^,jg„  jj^  Calhoun  was  secretary  of  war,  in 
ny  Hall,  before  the  30th  day  of  December  next;  and  ^^^,j;^|^  ^1,^  message  of  Washington,  of  1796,  recom- 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  is  appropriated  to  |  „gnrfin„  the  establishment  of  a  military  academy, 
defray  the  expenses  thereof,  and  of  the   late  expe- |      j     j^^  ^f  ^  national  university,  was  alluded  to: 


dition  against  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  and  its  legal 

authority.  .  ,        ,,      r 

Some  confusion,  partly  of  a  serious  and  partly  ol 


(Which  showed  that  the   number  of  cadets   at  West 
'  Point  was  about  250  all  the  time;  and   out  of  tliat 


Some  confusion,  partly  ol  a  serious  anu  pariiy  ui  a  ,  „y^ij„  n,at  40  annually  graduated,  22  of  whom  only 
comical  character,  followed.  ,  I  were  wanted  in  the  armv,  leaving  18  supernumera- 

The  ciminnan  decided  Ihe  amendment  to  be  out  ot  j  ^^^^  annually.     On  the  pi 


Mr.  Bowne  inquired  of  the  chairman  if  the  amend-  |  '^'ope  arariuated  annually  th 
ment  otiered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  ]  g^pgn-,]  ,he  public  money  oi 
go  upon  the  journal?  i         .      .    .      ._/•__... 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Boitincsaid  he  regretted  it,  as  he  wished  to  have 
the  infamous  act  on  record. 

[Some  cries  of  order,  and  some  laughter.] 

Mr.  Reynolds  moved  lo  strike  out  the  second  section 
of  the  bill,  or  that  appropriating  money  fur  the  aca- 
demy at  the  West  Point;  which  motion,  by  ayes  27, 
DOCS  105,  was  rejected. 

Whereupon  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments  to  the  house. 

And,  on  motion  of  i\Ir.  Spring-,  after  some  conver- 
sation, the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned'until  to-morrow,  and  the  bill  and  amendments 
■were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  amended  and  passed  the  navy  pen- 
sion bill,  and  ihe  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  the  slate  of  Maine  for  militia  services, 
and  adjourned 


ries  annually.  On  the  principle  of  the  necessity  ol 
this  institution,  were  gentlemen  ready  to  have  13 
more  arariuated  annually  than  were  wanted,  and  to 
expend  the  public  money  on  individuals  who  did  no 
good  whatever  for  the  country?  He  was  not  opposed 
to  education— it  was  the  corner  stone  of  our  happi- 
ness here  and  hereafter;  but  it  must  be  acquired  in  a 
proper  way. 

The  offices  in  the  army  required  only  twenty-two 
individuals  annually,  and  for  this  gentlemen's  sons 
were  selected,  while  handed  gentry  in  the  language 
of  William  Lagget,  sustained  by  the  country,  and  do- 
ing nothing  for  it.  He  would  not  vote  for  this  bill, 
if  the  military  academy  was  in  it.  He  would  vole 
for  nothing,  that  w;is  not  authorised  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Was  it  right  for  them  to  establish  such  an  acade- 
my, and  educate  bishops?  It  was  a  great  argument 
tliat  this  institution  was  wrong  that  it  could  be  per- 
verted from  the  army  to  the  .church,  because  the 
church  stood  on  a  permanent  basis — on  the  basis  of 
its  own  nurity  and  sanctity,  and  would  reign  foreve 


us   own    pUlltJ    juu   3U111.  livj  ,  .iiiv.    .,wn.,.    ■..•,-,..    ..^i...... 

Tuesday,  June  7.     The  chairman  of  the  commit-    It  needed  not  these  cadets,  graduated  at  West  Point, 
tee  of  ways  and  means  reported  from  the  committee   to  sustain  ii. 


of  ways  and  means  a  bill  to  extend  the  exist 
nue  act  until  the  1st  of  August,  1842. 

Mr.  Fiilinnrc  stated  that  it  had  become  apparent 
that  the  revenue  bill  now  reported  to  the  house  could 
not  be  disposed  of  before  the  30lh  of  June.  It  was 
doubtful  whether  any  revenue  could  be  collected  un- 
der the  compromise  act,  and  therefore  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  extend  the  existing  act  until  the  revenue 
bill  could  be  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  commiltce  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  f.Ir.  Fillmore  giving  notice  that  he 
should  call  for  the  consideralion  of  the  bill  as  soon  as 
it  was  printed. 

A  bill  was  then  reported  making  an  appropriation 
for  expenses  incurred  in  suppressing  and  provenling 
Indian  hostilities  in  1838.  'I'his  bill  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 


At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  this  institution, 
Mr.  R.  admitted  that  the  country  perhaps  needed 
such  an  institution  more  than  it  did  now.  Was  there 
not  now  enough  of  talents,  patriotism,  and  educa- 
tion in  the  country  to  fill  our  army  without  such  an 
institution?  Was  not  every  thing  there  taught 
throughout  the  country,  except  shouldering  a  gun, 
an:l  was  it  not  much  bcllcr  to  see  what  a  man  was 
bcfure  he  was  put  into  the  army  than  to  take  him  up 
from  a  mere  child?  Would  any  man  feel  safe  to  see 
the  interests  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  West 
Point  cadets  in  time  of  danger?  It  was  a  wrong  in- 
stitution. The  country  did  not  need  its  service,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  either  abolished  or  so  amended 
as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  the  public. 

Mr.  iioi/iits,  after  remarking  that,  from  listening 
to  Ihe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
R{ijnold3,)  one  would  be  very  apt  to  suppose  that 


there  was  no  other  class  of  people  m  the  world  save 
that  of  farmers,  and  that  by  it  hehad  been  remind- 
ed of  the  narrative  of  Gulliver,  wno,  m  his  travels, 
found  it  exceedingly  di.sBcult  to  convince  the  Lilli- 
putians that  there  were  any  larger  popple  in  the 
world  than  themselves  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had 
yet  to  Ifcarn  that  all  Ihe  wisdom  and  science  on  which 
this  country  must  depend  for  its  glory  was  concen- 
trated in  the  farmers.  . 

Mr  H  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  In^ersoWs  proposition, 
because  although  the  opinion  in  favor  of  reduction 
was  almost  unanimous,  yet  its  mode  and  manner 
i  were  of  vital  importance.  This  bill  vv^ould^  disor- 
ganize  the  army.  Mr.  Holmes  then  defenaed  the 
military  academy.  He  was  of  opinion  that  there 
vvas  no  analogy  between  it  and  the  United  States 
Bmk-  the  one  was  a  corporation,  the  other  was  not. 
The  power  to  discipline  the  army  was  granted  to 
congress,  and  necessarily  included  the  power  to  raise 
up  officers  to  organize  it  and  render  it  effectual.  He 
thought  that  those  who  loft  the  academy  and  he 
army  for  civil  life,  still  repayed  their  country  by  the 
diffusion  of  the  scientific  information  they  had  ac- 
quired there.  Many  of  the  offieei-s  engaged  on  our 
various  rail  roads  had  been  educated  there,  and  had 
not  the  means  for  being  educated  anywhere  else. 

Mr  Barnard  next  addressed  the  committee,  and 
olFered  a'subslitute  for  Mr.  LigersoWs  motion  hut  the 
previous  question  was  called,  and  thereby  all  debate, 
with  the  motion  for  recommitment,  was  cut  oft.  1  he 
main  question  (being  first  on  the  amendments,  and 
secondly  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill)  was  order- 
ed to  be  now  taken. 

Mr  Gr<r)i?er  called  for  a  division  of  the  q'lestion 
on  the  several  provisoes  or  amendmenU  to  the  first 
section,  which  was  ordered. 

The  first  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  in  the 
following  proviso:  .        v   „  „„„„ 

Prmriiled  That  the  recruiting  service  shall  cease 
until  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
nrivates  in  the  various  companies  of  the  several  ar- 
tillerv  and  infantry  regiments  shall  be  reduced  by 
death,  expiration  of  term  of  service,  or  other  causes, 
and  such  discharges  as  the  president  may  from  time 
to  time  direct,  to  the  number  fixed  by  the  act  entitled 
"an  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  military  peace  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  Slates,"  approved  March  2, 

"Mr  Lowell  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were. 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS- Messrs.  Adams,  Arrington.  Atherton,  Ay- 
cri-s  Beeson,  Bidlaek,  Black,  Boardman,  Boyd, 
Rri't^-s  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown',  Burke,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  John 
Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Gary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clinton,  Co^iuit, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cov.-en,  Daniel,  G.  Divis,  K.  U. 
Davis  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  Egbert,  John 
G  Floyd  Chas.  A.  Floyd.  Fornance,  A.  Lawrence, 
I  Foster,  Gamble,  Gerrv",  Giddings,  Gilmer,  Goggin, 
Patrick  G  Goode,Wm.  O.Goode,  Graham, Gustine, 
Gwin,  Hall,  Harris,  John  Hastings  Hays^  Holmes, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Lane,  Lewis,  Lmn,  Abra. 
McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mathews,  Mattocks  Maynard,  Medill,  Merivvelher,,. 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Newhard,  Patridge,Fayne, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Read,  Reding,  Renchcr, 
Reynolds,  Rhelt,  Rogers,  Wm.  Russell,  James  M. 
Russell,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  blade, 
Snyder,  Sprigs,  Steenrod,  Slraton,  John  l.  Stuart, 
Sumter,  Swe'ney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Turney,  Un- 
derwood, Van  Buren,  Warren,  Waltei-son,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  A.  Young— 
112 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  LandaffW.  Andrews,  Ba- 
ker, Barnard,  Barton,  Bird.eye,  Blair  B,.tts,  &»vne, 
Brewster,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Burnell,  \\m.  Buller, 
Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark.  Stalcy  N.  Clarke,  Clifford,. 
James  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crav.ens,  Cross,  Cushing, , 
Dawson,  Dean,  John  C.  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferns,,; 
Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Granger, 
Habersham,  Halsted.  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Chas. 
J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Wm. 
\V.  Irwin,  James,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jones  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kina;,  Lowell,  McKennan, 
\lfred  Marshall,  S.  Mason,  Jlaxwell.  .Miller,  Mor- 
ris Morrow,  Oliver,  O.^borne,  Pendleton,  Powell, 
llamscy,  Bonj.  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Ran- 
dolpli,  Ridgway,  Riggs,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  SalUni- 
slall  Tru.  Smith,  Slanlv,  Stokely,  Taliaferro,  Til- 
liii'Hiast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Van  Rensse- 
lae°,  Ward,  Washington,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas 
W.  Williains,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke,  J. 
Young — 85. 

So  the  first  division  of  the  amendment  was  agreed 


The  question  then  recurring  on  the  second  divi- 
sion, in  the  words  following: 
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Jini  provided,  farther.  Thai  no  part  of  ihis  appro- 
priation sliall  lie  applied,  after  the  tliirlicth  day  of 
September  next,  to  the  payment  of  the  resiment  of 
dragoons  establislied  and  autiiorized  hy  the  act  of 
twentieth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty-six. 

Mr  J\Jocre,  of  Louisiana,  aslfcd  the  yeas  and  nays, 
■which  were  orilered;  and,  being  taljen,  resulted  in 
yeas  97,  nays  08.  So  tlie  second  division  of  tlie 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  third  division  of  the  amendment,  being  that 
the  pay  of  the  staff  officers,  shall  not  exceed  that  of 
officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  line,  then  came  up, 
and  v.-as  agreed  to  by  yeas  110,  nays  83. 

The  amendment  to  item  3,  providing  that  no  ad- 
ditional rations  shall  be  allowed  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  separate  posts,  was  then  adopted  by  yeas 
105,  nays  87. 

Mr.  .indrews,  of  Ky.  moved  to  reconsider  the  fol- 
lowing rejected  amendment: 

"jind  provided,  fiirtlier.  That  no  part  of  this  appro- 
priation shall  be  applied,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
September  next,  to  the  payment  of  the  rea;iment  of 
dragoons  established  and  authorised  by  the  act  of 
twentieth  May,  183S." 

Mr.  A.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  LandalT  W.  Andrews, 
Arnold,  Arrington,  Aycrigg,  Beesnn,  Black,  Board- 
man,  Boyd.  A.  V.Brown,  Slilton  Brown,  Win.  But- 
ler, W.  6.  Butler,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  J.  Camp-  I 
bell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  I 
Caruthers,  Gary,  Casey,  Childs,  M.  A.  Cooper,  Co-! 
wen,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  East- 1 
man,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  For- j 
nance,  A.  L.  Foster,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gerry, 
Goggin,  VVm.  O.  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Gwin,  ] 
Hail,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  .lack, Cave  Johnson,  j 
John  W.  Jones,  Keira,  Lewis,  Linn,  Abraham  Mc- [ 
Clcllan,  McKay,  Mathews,  jMattocUs,  Maynard,Me-| 
riwether,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pa- j 
Vidge,  Payne,  Pic-kens,  Pope,  Read,  Reding,  Ben- 
cher, Reynolds,  Rliett.  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Wm.  Rus-! 
sell,  James  M.  Russell,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  ^ 
Snyder,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Stralton,  John  T.  | 
Stuart,  Summers,  Sv/enev,  Underwood,  Warren,  1 
Washington,  Watterson,  "Westbrook,  T.  W.  VVil-'; 
liams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  John  Young— 94.  [ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton, 
Birdseye,  Blair,  Botts,  Briggs,  Bronson,  C.  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Clilford,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cross, 
Gushing,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  John  C.  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Gam- 
ble, Granger,  Gustine,  Plabersham,  Harris,  John 
Hastings,  hays,  Holmes,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Charles  J.  Ing'ersoll,  J.  R.  Ingersnll,  Wm.  W.  Irwin, 
James,  Y'/.  C.  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Ken- 
nedy, King,  Lane,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  S. 
Mason,  Mathiot,  Maxwell,  Miller,  Moore,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Kewhard,  Oliver,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Pow- 
ell, Ramsey,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridg- 
way,  Riggs,  Rodney,  Saltonslall,  Truman  Smith, 
Slokely,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Van  Bu- 
ren.  Van  Rensselaer,  Ward,  E.  D.  White,  J.  L. 
White,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Yorke— 89. 

So  the  vote  wtis  reconsidered. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  concurring  in  the 
said  proviso — 

Mr.  Vi'isc  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fyllows:  Yeas  94, 
nays  93.     So  the  proviso  was  concurred  in. 

The  various  amendments  having  been  rejected  or 
agreed  to,  Mr.  IF.  C.  Jolinson  moved  to  recommit. — 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson  called  the  previous  question  and  the 
main  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  passed  by  a 
Tole  of  163  yeas  to  22  noes. 

.  Mr.  Gushing  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. — 
The  house  refused  to  excuse.  Mr.  Ciishing's  name 
being  called,  Mr.  C.  said  '1  decline  to  vote." 

The  question  being  on  the  title  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  C.  J.  IngersoU  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  read 
simply  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army. — 
Mr.  I.  said  he  wished  to  preserve  the  military  acade- 
my; and,  in  order  to  its  preservation,  it  should  be  ra- 
dically reformed.  The  cadets  should  not  be  paid  — 
No  cadet  should  be  educated  but  for  the  scientific 
cprps,  and  not  for  tlie  army  at  large.  No  cadet 
should  be  allowed  a  commission  until  he  had  served 
in  the  ranks  for  a  certain  period,  as  was  done  by  all 
the  princes  and  iioblcs  in  European  countries. 

Mr.  I.  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  communications 
from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  called  for  in  relation 
to  contract  of  lake  steamer,  and  of  the  non  launch- 
ing of  certain  vessels  of  war,  also  from  secretary  of 
treasury  with  list  and  salaries  of  clerks  in  his  depart- 
liient  for  the  year  1841.     The  bouse  adjourned. 


We 


ESDAT,  JuvE  8.  Mr.  Fillmore  made  an  in- 
elTeetual  effort  to  have  the  house  to  act  on  the  tariif 
hill  reported  by  him  yesterday. 

Mr.  Cushing  arose  on  the  subject  of  the  following 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  V.  States  be, 
and  he  is,  requested  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
the  British  government  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a 
permanent,  equitable,  and  just  conventional  arrange- 
ment of  the  commerce  between  the  U.  States  and 
the  British  colonics  in  America. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  that  it  had  been  his  intention  ori- 
ginally to   move    its  reference  to  the   committee  of 
the   whole,  but  as  a  report  had  since  been  made  by 
the  committee  of  commerce  as  well   upon  this  pre- 
cise subject,  as  upon  tlie  broader  question  of  all  the 
reciprocity  relations  with  foreign    countries  in  geie- 
ral,  and    as   much  time  had    elapsed  since    the  pre- 
sentation of  that   report,  he  would  detain  the  house 
by  a  few  observations  on  the   motion   wiiich  he  now 
submitted  to  refer  this    resolution    also,  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the   whole.     Mr.  C.  said   that  his  object 
was  that  the  house   might  have  the  entire  subject  as 
viewed  by  both  committees  presented  before  them  in 
one  body.     He  said  that  appended  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  was  a  variety  of  do- 
cuments.     Since  that   appendix   was  printed  there 
had  come  in  additional  resolutions  from   the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state  of  Maine,  adopted  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  recommending  this  subject  to  the  conside- 
ration   of  congress.     Upon   these   resolutions,  upon 
the  various  memorials  which    had  from  time  to  time 
been    presented,  and  upon  the    diplomatic  history  of 
the   country,  kuown    to   gentlemen,    these    facta  ap- 
peared to  be   conclusive;  that,  under   the    arrange- 
ment made  between   the   United   States  and  Great 
Britain  in    the  year  1830,  for  the  regulation  of  our 
commercial  relations,  the  arrangement  itself  had  not 
been  executed  in  good  faith  by  Great  Britain  or  the 
colonies  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  there  had  been 
no  such  reciprocity  as  was  contemplated  in  the  ar- 
rangement; that  it  was  a    mere  pretence  of  recipro- 
city, having  no  fact  of  reciprocity  in  it.     Basing  him- 
self upon  these  positions,  Mr.  C.  went  into  a  general 
outline  of    the  effects  ol^   the   arrangement,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  and  illustrating  them. 
[      Mr.  Piclcens  said   that  the  motion  contemplated  a 
,  new    mode  of  doing   business.     The  gentleman  pro- 
'  posed  to  make  this  house  the  prompter  of  the  exc- 
^  cutive  in    negotiations,  a  business  belonging  exclu- 
sively to  the  executive.     He  objected  to  this  mode 
I  of  proceeding   though   not  to    its  results,  and  if  the 
-  resolution  was   pressed,  he  would   move   an  amend- 
;  ment  calling  first  for  information.     It  went  to  make 
;  the  house  take  possession  of  the  negotiating  powers 
•  and  duties. 

j  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  said  that  the  report  of  the 
'  committee  on  commerce  would  be  in  the  house  in  a 
I  fev\'  days.  Its  discussion  would  be  premature  now. 
;  The  act  of  1830  had  failed  in  its  mtended  purposes  of 
:  reciprocity;  discontent  justly  existed  and  the  bill 
'  about  to  be  reported  was  intended  to  at  once  pre- 
'  sent  a  question  which  would  inevitably  bring  on  a 
i  negotiation.  In  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
'  commerce  other  subjects  quite  as  important  as  this 
j  were  embraced.  He  hoped  they  vvould  all  be  con- 
sidered upon  their  merits  and  not  upon  any  party 
I  bearings.  Mr.  K.  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the 
i  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing. 

I  Mr.  Fessenden  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  ob- 
jections of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Pickens).  This  matter  had  always  been  regulated 
by  legislative  action  of  the  two  governments  and  not 
by  treaty,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  any  negotiation 
for  putting  it  upon  a  fair  basis  would  entirely  fail. 

Why,  sir,  we  have  been  attempting  to  place  it  upon 
a  treaty  basis  ever  since  the  organization  of  this  go- 
vernment, but  without  effect.  After  the  passage  of 
our  first  act  making  discrimination  in  favor  of  our 
own  tonnage,  and  tor  the  purpose  of  protecting  it, 
and  the  eflcct  of  which  was  to  make  us  the  carriers 
of  other  nations,  whereas  before  we  had  been  una- 
ble to  carry  our  own  products,  in  18U6, 1  believe,  the 
state  of  trade  between  this  country  and  Great  Bri- 
tain was  taken  into  consideration  by  a  committee  of 
the  privy  council.  That  committee  recommended 
an  arrangement  with  regard  to  the  direct  trade,  simi- 
lar to  that  afterwards  established  by  the  treaty  of 
1815.  But  in  that  very  report,  liie  committee  say, 
in  substance,  "if  a  similar  arrangement  should  be 
proposed  with  regard  to  the  colonies,  that  proposition 
cannot  be  entertained,  even  as  a  subject  of  negotia- 
tion." In  the  treaty  of  1S15,  there  v/as  an  express 
exception  of  this  colonial  trade,  although  a  strong 
efibrt  was  made,  on  our  part,  to  place  the  question 
upon  a  firm  basis  at  that  time.  And  it  was  not  until 
compelled  by  our  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  that  Great 
Britain  would  hear  of  negotiations  upon  this  ques- 
tion, upon  any  thing  like  reaionable  terms.     And, 


said  Mr.  F.  it  is  well  known  that  the  venerable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  .Mrims),  while  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  afterwards  while  president,  made 
every  effort  to  regulate  our  intercourse  with  the  Bri- 
tish colonics  by  treaty.  His  despatches  and  instruc- 
tions developed  the  true  state  and  bearing  of  the 
question,  and  if  any  efibrt  or  argument  could  have 
prevailed  to  relax  British  pretensions  in  relation  to 
the  trade  with  their  colonies,  and  to  place  if  upon  a 
fair  basis,  it  would  have  been  done  long  ago.  But 
every  effort  and  every  argument  failed,  and  up  to  the 
present  day  this  trade  has  been  regulated  by  legisla- 
tion, and  by  legislation  alone.  Even  since  the  pass- 
age of  the  British  act  of  1835,  Great  Britain  has  ex- 
pressly refused  to  consider  the  trade  with  her  colonies 
as  a  subject  of  negotiation.  How  then  can  we,  with 
a  due  regard  to  our  own  dignity,  again  ask  that  such 
negotiations  may  be  opened?  .  And  how  can  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  contend  that  legislation 
is  an  improper  mode,  and  that  it  can  only  be  regulat- 
ed by  treaty.^  Legislation  is  the  only  mode  left  to  us. 
All  attempts  to  negotiate  would,  if  experience 
teaches  any  thing,  be  entirely  useless.  Great  Bri- 
tain is  now  in  possession  of  every  advantage  under 
the  present  arrangement.  Our  commerce  is  lan- 
guishing under  it.  We  are  driven  out  of  our  own 
trade.  What  desire  can  Great  Britain  have  to  open 
a  negotiation  at  the  present  time?  We  might  suffer 
her  to  retain  possession  of  all  her  advantages  for  two 
or  three  years  longer,  in  vain  attempts  to  form  a 
treaty,  and  then  find  ourselves  just  where  we  are 
now.  .^nd  he  hoped  that  this  house  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  our  commerce  is  of  too  much 
consequence  to  be  subjected  longer  to  the  disastrous 
effects  of  the  arrangement  of  1330,  while  we  possess 
the  power  to  protect  and  restore  it.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  reference  of  the  resolution, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  made. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Mams,  of  which  the 
reporter  heard  nothing. 

Mr.  Loii'etl  obtained  the  floor.  But  the  speaker 
announced  that  the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  a  former  day,  being  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Cushing  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  message  of  the  president,  v^-ith  all  the  accompa- 
nying reports,  documents,  and  testimony  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
New  York  custom  house. 

To  which  said  motion  Mr.  Undericood  had  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words: 

"But  in  printing  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents,  this  house  does  not  intend  to  approve  or 
sanction  the  institution  of  this  commission,  it  being 
the  opinion  of  this  house  that  the  president  has  no 
rightful  authority  to  appoint  and  commission  officers 
to  investigate  abuses,  or  to  procure  information  for 
the  president  to  act  upon,  and  to  compensate  such 
officers  at  public  expense  without  authority  express- 
ly given  by  law." 

Mr.  Cashing  resumed  his  remarks,  and  spoke  at 
great  length,  mainly  in  defence  of  the  eastern  manu- 
facturers from  the  charges  brought  against  them; 
and,  having  concluded — 

Mr.  (Jnderioood  appealed,  but  Mr.  ,1rnold  refused 
to  withdraw  his  call,  and  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered. Mr.  Undcrivood  arose  then  to  a  point  of  or- 
der, and  offered  a  modification  of  his  amendment,  so 
as  to  form  an  issue  v\'ith  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  and  with  the  president's 
message  of  Feb.  9th  last;  but  Mr.  ^oione  objected. 

Mr.  IngersoU  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion 
to  print  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Underwood.  Mr.  I's 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected  by  noes  99, 
yeas  80. 

The  first  division  of  Mr.  Undertoood''s  amendment 
was  then  adopted  by  yeas  86,  nays  83. 

The  whole  subject  was  then  on  motion  of  Mr, 
Mams,  laid  on  the  table  by  yeas  96,  nays  76. 

The  house  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  SaltonstaU  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  SaltonstaU  moved  that  the  committee  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  heretofore  reported 
by  him  from  the  committee  of  manufactures  on  the 
subject  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  committee  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  entitled  "a  bill  to  pro- 
vide revenue  from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modi- 
fy existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  Haltonstall's  motion  was  rejected  by  noes  91, 
yeas  58. 

Ivlr.  Fillmore's  motion  was  adopted  by  yeas  91, 
noes  66.  The  bill  was  read  through,  (occupying 
something  over  an  hour  in  the  process.) 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  took  the  floor,  but  yielded  to  a 
motion  by- 
Mr.  Morgan,  that  the  committee  rise;  and  the  com 
mittee  rose  and  reported,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
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The  ABoi.iTioNMSTS  of  Vermont  held  o  state  con- 
vention at  Bi-ookfield  on  the  l=ii  insl.,  ami  nominated 
C.  K.  Williams  for  governor,  E.  D.  Barber  for  It.  gov. 
and  Harry  Hale  for  treasurer.  Only  five  counties 
were  represented. 

AnMY.  Four  companies  of  U.  S.  infantry  rearli- 
ed  New  York,  on  the  6th  inst.  from  Savannah.  On 
the  same  day  75  U.  S.  troops  left  Fort  McHenry, 
Baltimore,  for  New  York. 

Bank  items.  The  runner  of  the  Lonj  Island 
Bank  of  Brooklyn,  had  his  pocket  cut  whilst  cross- 
inp;  the  ferry  on  the  Cth  inst.  and  checks  and  banka- 
ble money  "to  the  amou''t  of  $94,000  abstracted — 
about  410,000  were  in  notes. 

A  convention  of  the  several  banks  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  consistinj;  of  the  Lancaster 
bank,  the  Farmers'  bank,  the  County  bank,  the  Co- 
lumbia bank,  and  the  Bridge  bank,  assembled  on  the 
1st  insl.  and  resolved  unanimously  that  their  several 
institutions  should  resume  specie  payments  on  the 
1st  September  next. 

The  banks  in  Louisville,  Ky.  have  voluntarily  re- 
sumed specie  payments,  and  Kentucky  notes  will 
now  be  at  par. 

The  officers  of  the  Alabama  banks  are  said  to  be 
making  arrangements  to  resume. 

Cotton  Market.  Liverpnol,  May  18.  Only  a  very 
moderate  business  was  done  in  cotton  to-day;  there 
was,  however,  no  change  in  prices,  and  the  transac- 
tions altozelher  amoimled  to  2,000  hales— 1,500 
Ameriran,-4da6'.d;  120  E!yptian,  TJd;  100  Pernam, 
7d;  200  Surat,  3d  and  4d;  80  Maranham  5  l-2d  and 
6d. 

London  trade  report.  Mmj  18.  There  has  been  lit- 
tle business  transacted  in  the  market  since  this  day 
week. 

Tea.  To-day  the  operations  in  free  trade  tea  were 
trivial  and  prices  are  still  unsteady.  Is.  7id.  to  Is. 
8d.  is  the  value  of  com.  Congou,  cash  The  ships 
that  have  arrived  of  late  have  brought  a  large  quan- 
tity of  common  black  and  green  tea. 

Coffee.  1,700  bags  of  East  India  nearly  all  sold  at 
about  previous  rates,  in  some  instances  rather  cheap- 
Good  Batavian  kind,  47s.  to  50s;  ord.  44s.;  good 


lime  it  occurred  at  Hayli,  caiisins;  the  wa'er  to  rise  | 
=  ix  fppt  in  two  rriiniiiM.s  A  vinl-nf  shock  was  also 
h-ll  a'  Mavasu.  z  Poilo  Riro,  on  llie  siimf  day  about 
lour  P.  M.  whicli  Ciius-d  di^adlul  ronliision.  Ac- 
counts from  the  olhfr  West  India  i'^lands  are  looked 
for  \vi:h  mucti  inlere=l.  as  it  i-i  leared  that  the  injury  j 
ha-i  not  been  confined  lo  \hf  tilaces  heard  IVoui .  ] 

The  accounts  of  the  total  destruction  of  Cape  Hay- 
tien  are  confirmed.  Jt  took  place  about  5  o'clock 
P.  M.  and  in  two  minutes  almost  every  building  in  ! 
the  city  was  in  ruins,  although  erected  mostly  of  1 
massive  stone.  The  tide  flowed  into  the  principal 
streets,  and  receded  again  in  a  few  niinutes.  Soon 
after  the  earthquake,  the  cumbustible  parts  of  most 
of  the  buildings  took  fire  separately,  and  were  con-  I 
sumed.  Captain  Tucker  states  Ihat  the  entire  popu-  [ 
lation  of  the  place  was  estimated  at  from  ten  to 
twelve  thousand,  and  from  the  best  information  he  ; 
could  obtain  from  many  of  the  survivors,  not  more  ^ 
than  two  thousand  escaped  with  their  lives.  All,  or 
nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  government  being  killed,  ] 
(here  was  no  authority  to  control  the  surviving  po- 
pulation, and  they  were  continually  fighting,  and 
shooting  each  other  for  plunder.  The  cargo  of  the 
Dirigo  was  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  earthquake. 
There  was  only  one  shipmaster  lost,  the  captain  of  a 
Norwegian  vessel.  Contrary  to  anticipation,  it  ap- 
pears that  many  of  the  principal  merchants  sur- 
vived the  calamity;  among  the  rest  Mr.  Carvalho, 
an  eminent  merchant,  who  visited  Boston  a  year  or; 
two  since,  and  was  much  esteemed  by  his  acquaint- 1 
aiice.  i 

Monroe  Edwards.  The  trial  of  this  person  for 
forgery  is  progressing  at  New  York  and  attracts 
much  attention. 

Professor  Espy  has  been  re-appointed  professor  i 
of  malhematics  in  the  U.  S.  navy.  The  professor  is 
at  present  lecturing  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  [ 

Exchange.  Bills  on  London  are  selling  in  New  i 
York  at  75'aS  premium;  exchange  on  Boston,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore  par  a  1  dis.;  Richmond  3';  Char- 
leston 11;  Savannah  2J;  Mobile  27a28;  New  Orleans 
35;  North  Carolina  3^;  Cincinnati  7i;  Louisville  3; 
Nashville  10al2;  St.  Louis  11;  treasury  notes  J  dis. 

Exploring  expedition.  The  ship  Clarendon,  ar- 
rived at  New  York  on  Wednesday  from  Canton, 
spoke  on  the  30th  March,  in  lat.  27  S.  Ion.  48  40  E, 


ord.  SinG;apnre  Java  403.  6d.  to  433.  6d;  Pedang  33s.    \l.  S.  ship  Vincennces,  from  Singapore,  bound  lo  N, 


6d.  to  3,5s.  6d 

Rice  is  in  good  request  and  prices  are  firm,  mid- 
dling to  good  Bengal  9s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  cwt. 

Sujar.  The  only  public  sale  to-day  consisted  of 
2,400  bags  of  Bengal,  which  went  at  about  former 
rates.  Low  to  good  brown,  46s.  to  58s,  yellow,  fi2s. 
to  64s.  The  quantity  of  West  India  on  show  being 
very  small,  the  business  was  limited  to  40  or  50  hhds. 


York.  Was  to  stop  at  Cape  Town  and  St.  Helen; 
The  U.  S.  brigs  Porpoise,  It.  command't  Ringgold, 
and  the  Oregon,  It.  commd't  O.  Carr,  of  the  explor- 
ing expedition,  called  at  St.  Helena  on  the  24lh  of 
April,  and  sailed  the  same  day  for  Rio  Janeiro  and 
New  York — all  well  on  board. 


Requisition.  A  negro  man  against  whom  eight 
indictments  v.  ere  found  in  Arkansas,  in  July  last,  and 
whc)  escaped  into  Canada,  was  braught  to  St.  Louis 
on  the  26th  ult  on  the  steamer  Mermaid,  from  Peo- 
ria, and  lodged  in  jail,  to  remain  there  until  he  can 
be  removed  to  .Arkansas.  He  was  given  up  by  the 
governor  general  of  Canada,  on  the  requisition  of 
governor  Yell,  to  Mr.  L.  Davenport,  the  officer  who 
arrested  him. 

Steamer  lost.  The  Royal  Mail  line  steamer 
Medina,  was  lost  on  the  north  end  of  Grand  Key, 
Turks  Island,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  May,  hav- 
ing been  deceived  by  the  lights  in  attempting  to  en- 
ter the  port.  Lord  Elgin,  the  new  governor  of  Ja- 
maica, and  Mr.  Crawford  British  consul  general  for 
Havana,  were  on  board.  The  boat  and  most  of  the 
machinery  a  total  loss — the  mails  and  all  lives  were 
saved. 

Steam  doat  disaster.  The  steam  boat  West- 
wind,  Captain  Phillips,  collapsed  one  of  her  flues 
whilst  stopping  a  few  minutes  at  the  head  of  the  ca- 
nal, Louisville,  on  the  Glh  instant,  by  which  several 
deck  passengers  were  terribly  scalded,  and  few  of 
them  remained  unmjured,  though  the  cabin  passen- 
gers escaped.  A  Mrs.  Hail,  of  Marietta,  jumped 
overboard  and  swam  ashore,  though  she  had  never 
attempted  to  swim  before.  Number  of  lives  lost  not 
ascertained. 

Stocks.  New  York  8th  June,  U.  S.  sixes  of  1862, 
lOU;  New  York  sixes  of  1862,  93;  Kentucky  sixes  80; 
Illinois  sixes,  $12,000  sold  at  IS',  and  $10',000  Indi- 
ana sterling  fives  at  19;  Philadelphia  city  fives  97; 
Pennsylvania  fives  42;  Baltimore  city  stock  at  Balti- 
more 68j-a69;  Ball,  and  Ohio  rail  road  bonds  76  1-2; 
notes  of  the  company  70. 

Tennessee  state  senators.  The  state  of  Ten- 
nessee remains  without  senators  in  the  present  con- 
gress, in  consequence  of  the  state  senate  refusing,  by 
a  tie  vote,  to  join  the  house  in  joint  ballot,  in  order 
lo  go  into  tljc  election.  Four  of  the  Van  Buren  se- 
nators in  a  publication  recently  offered  that  if  the 
whig  .senators  would  agree,  the  senators  of  both  par- 
ties would  resign  and  take  the  political  question  be- 
fore the  people,  for  their  decision  in  a  new  election. 
To  this  proposal  the  whig  senatoi's  have  responded, 
that  they  are  all  prepared  to  hand  in  their  resigna- 
tions simultaneously  with  the  resignation  of  their  po- 
litical opponents  and  take  the  field  for  a  new  elocu- 
tion. ^' 
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Fortifications.     We  learn  that  the  site  for  a  for- 
tification  near  this  city  has  at  length  been  purchas- 
The  Creole  Case.     The  Richmond  Enquirersays: '  cd  for  the  general   government.     The  land  selected. 


"The  Creole  case  is  one  of  the  knotty  questions  which 
will  enter  into  the  negotiation  at  Washington.  It  is 
now  said,  that  Lord  Asliburton  is  authorised  to  make 
some  profipective  arranj^cment  to  guard  against  future 
cases,  but  not  to  allow  any  indemnity  for  the  Creole. 
Great  Britain  wishes  to  place  it  in  the  predicament 
of  the  Enterprise." 

Defalcations.  J.  S.  Schermerhorn,  secretary  of 
the  Ocean  Marine  Insurance  Co.  New  York,  which 
institution  was  about  to  close  the  concerns  of  the 
old  company,  finding  that  he  could  no  longer  con- 
ceal the  fact,  came  forward  a  few  days  since  and 
confessed  a  train  of  deceptions  entries  upon  the 
books  which  he  commenced  ten  years  ago,  and 
which  enabled  him  up  to  this  lime,  to  abstract  about 
$137,000— or  say  one-third  of  the  capital  of  the  in- 
stitution, without  being  suspected!  He  states  that  he 
lived  in  a  state  of  mental  wretchedness  for  the  whole 
period,  and  has  been  committed  to  prison. 

Dickens,  the  favorite  author  who,  with  his  lady, 
has  been  on  a  rapid  tour  of  our  slates,  sailed  from 
N.  York  on  the  7th  inst.  in  the  packet  ship  George 
Washington,  ''homeward  bound." 

Election.  The  election  of  a  representive  from 
Boston  in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Winthrop,  took  place  on  the  3d  inst.  The  voles 
stood,  for  Nathaniel  Appletcm.  (whig)  2,753,  Wash- 
burn, (V.  B.)  1,395:  scattering  (abolition  candi- 
dates) 125;  Appleton's  majority  over  all  1,395. 

The  election  for  mayor,  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  Washington,  D.  C.  look  place  on  the 
Glh  inst.  Mr.  Seatom,  (whij)  was  elected  mayor, 
receiving  103  voteg  over  both  the  other  candidates. 
The  voles  stood,  for  Seaton  5.53,  Ingle  263,  Hanly 
182. 

The  earthquake  which  visilcd  llayli  soawCully 
on  the  7lli  ult.,  was  Irll,  of  cnuise,  in  various  d  lec- 
tions anil  (lisl-iiices,  rroni  thai  islanil.  At  Caiahoiila, 
Loaisiana,  the  shock  wm  very  sensibly  felt  about  ti.e 


tains  twenty-four  acres,  from  the  front  of  the 
lot  of  R.  A.  Forsylh,  lying  next  below  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Reeder,  in  Springwells.  The  price  to  be  paid, 
we  understand,  is  fJ15U  per  acre.  [Detroit  Mr. 

Flour  is  quoted  at  $6a6  12.i  in  New  York;  6,000 
bbls.  Genesee  and  Michigan  brought  ^6,\  for  expor- 
tation. At  Baltimore  it  is  quoted  at  §6  50  to  6  69. 
At  Buffalo  it  ranges  from  <j5  25  to  $5  50.  Forty 
thousand  bushels  of  wheat  reached  Buffalo  in  the 
few  first  days  of  June,  mostly  from  Cleveland,  &.c. 
Prices  remained  steady. 

Fires.  The  wood,  cut  and  piled  ri-ady  to  send  to 
inaiket,  from  a  tract  of  about  2000  acres  of  woodland 
in  Alleiislon,  N.  H  ,  took  fire  last  week  and  was  all 
.lesiioveil. 

The  Genessf  e  Western  Seminary,  at  Lima,  N.  Y.  in 
which  1!50  students  were  being  educated,  look  fire 
and  was  deslioyed  last  week.  Cost  of  llie  hiiililing 
$20,000,  (or  which  acnount  Ihe  Stale  held  a  mortgage; 
insurance  $12  000. 

Til-  Shelucket  cotton  inill,  al  Granville,  near  Nor- 
wich, ConiiHciictit.  took  fire  liom  liiclion  of  the  iiia- 
cliincry  on  the  26lh  ultimo,  and  «as  consumed  with 
several  adjoining  houses.  Loss  $100,000;  insurance 
.^•7.5.000. 

We  are  glad  to  observe  that  prompt  measures  are 
in  progress  towards  relieving  the  sufferers  by  the 
distressing  fire  at  Hamburg.  The  British  Queen 
steamer,  which  left  New  York  on  Tuesday  took  out 
«,5,000  mostly  collected  ill  New  York  to  avail  of  that 
opporlunily. 

Immigration.  During  the  months  of  April  and 
May,  1841,  there  were  landed  14,.380  passengers  at 
New  York — in  the  same  months  this  year  22,865 
were  landed;  an  increase  of  over  fifty  per  cent. 

Forty-three  Scotch  men  women  and  children  from 
the  mines  of  Pictou,  N.  S.  landed  al  Newport  R.  i. 
on  the  3d  ull.  and  another  cargo  of  fifty  more  were 
on  their  way,  all  intending  to  seek  employment  in 
the  mines  of  Pennsylvania. 


A    correspondent    of  the   New    Orleans 
IPS.  undnr  dale  of  Galveston,  Mny  6.  that 
treat  preparations  were  makin.;    for  the  invasion  of 
Mexico  on  a  grand  scale,  which   will  certainly  take 
place  as  soon  as  the  ciops  are  gathered  in. 

Temperance  refor.m  A  very  imposing  pro- 
cession "f  Ihe  aiivoc.itps  of  temnerance  took  place 
last  week  in  Baslon.  More  than  .^000  persons  were 
said  lo  have  been  in  the  ranks.  Arter  the  procession, 
a  ineelingof  the  directors  of  the  U.  S.  hotel  took 
pliue,  who  iiiianiinousl'-  resolved  to  prohibit  Ihe  sale 
of  spirits,  in  liilure,  in  tlieii  establishment. 

The  earl  of  Rosse's  telescope.  The  followingcj 
account  of  the  speculum  metal  of  this  Leviathan  te- 
lescope, we  extract  from  a  letter  from  sir  James 
South,  a  distinguished  astronomer,  to  the  editor  of 
the  London  Times.  The  telescope  receives  its  name) 
from  the  Earl  of  Rossc,  near  whose  castle  and  under 
whose  directions  the  works  are  conducted. 

The  metal  is  6  feet  diameter,  it  is  5,  inches  thick 
at  the  edges,  and  5  inches  at  the  centre:  its  weight  is 
about  3  Ions. 

By  grinding  and  polishing,  its  thickness  will  proba- 
bly be  reduced  to  1-lOth  or  l-8th  of  an  inch— it  will 
be  formed  into  a  telescope  of  60  feet  focal  length, 
I  and  will,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope,  be  actually  in 
i  use  this  year. 

The  speculum  will  have  a  reflecting  surface  of 
I  4,071  square  inches,  whilst  that  of  the  telescope  made 
by  the  immortal  Herschel,  under  the  auspices  of 
!  King  George  III.  had  but  1,811.  J.  SOUTH. 

I      Wheat.     The    Pittsburg  American    predicts  that 
1  the  six  western  states  will  send  this  year  35  millions 
I  bushels  of  wheat  lo  Ihe  Atlantic  stales,  viz:  Ohio  12, 
Indiana  7,  Illinois  6,  Kentucky  5,  Michigan  3,  and'  ' 
I  Missouri  2  millions. 

I  It  IS  stated  that  in  1780,  the  entire  product  of  wheat 
in  Great  Britain  was  1.50  millions  bushels- in  1840, 
it  had  increased  to  410  millions.  Scientific  men  say 
that  double  the  present  quantity  of  grain  may  be 
produced  there  of  all  kinds  of  grains. 

Wheat  harvest  has  commenced  in  Virginia,  and 
all  the  papers  agree  that  a  finer  crop  has  never  been 
harvested  in  that  state. 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

FRANCE. 
The  destruclion  of  life  by  the  late  rail  way  acci- 
dent has  been  the  occasion  for  various  investigations 
and  proposed  modifications  in  the  French  system  of 
regulations  respecting  this  mode  of  travel.  Among 
the  victims  was  the  Admiral  Dumout  D'Urville 
known  as  the  eommmander  of  the  expedition  of  the 
Astrolabe  and  Zelee  which  went  out  a  few  years  ago 
in  search  of  the  remains  of  the  cruise  of  La  Perouse. 
His  funeral  took  place  with  great  pomp.  His  wife 
and  child,  who  were  killed  at  the  same  moment, 
were  included  in  the  ceremony. 

Among  the  recent  deaths  in  France  is  that  of  the 
old  faithful  adherent  of  Napoleon,  Count  Las  Cases. 
There  were  rumors  in  Paris  of  another  conspi- 
racy against  thr  life  of  the  king.  A  number  of  per- 
sons have  been  arrested  amongst  others  the  no- 
torious Considere  who  had  been  twice  tried  and  ac- 
quitted before  the  chamber  of  peers,  and  Poncelet, 
who  was  convicted  of  having  been  engaged  in  the 
conspiracy  of  the  Rue  des  Prouvaires  and  amnestied. 
Among  the  projectiles  seized  were  several  intended 
for  the  destruction  of  the  king,  by  being  thrown  into 
the  carriage  and  to  assassinate,  of  course,  as  many  of 
his  family  as  might  happen  to  accompany  him.  It 
is  stated  that  the  information  which  led  to  the  de- 
tection of  this  plot  was  given  by  the  mistress  of  one 
of  the  conspirators,  who  has  been  since  murdered 
and  her  body  thrown  into  the  Se 

An  English  journal  furnishes  the  following  table 
presenting  the  comparative  public  expenses  in  France 
from  the  commencement  of  the  nth  century  to  the 
present  time. 

1609  Henry  IV,  ministry  Sully,  fr.  32,571,841 
1642  Louis  XIII,  ministry  Richelieu,  117,597^600 
1670  Louis  XIV,  ministry  Colbert,  79,834,565 

1678         do.  conquestof  Holland,  105,604,607 

1685        do.  ministry  Letellier,      100,640,257 

1693        do.  do. 

1698  do.  do. 

1699  do.  do. 
1707        do.  ministry  Chamillart 
1712        do.  do. 
1715  Louis  XV,  system  of  Law, 
1722        do.                     do. 
1734        do.  ministry  Fleury, 
1740        do.                     do. 
1787  Louis  XVI,  ministry  Necker, 
1789        do.                     do. 
1798  year  VI  republic, 


1827 

do. 

1828 

drf. 

1829 

-  do. 

1830  Louis  Philippe 

1831 

do. 

1832 

do.' 

1833 

do. 

1834 

do. 

1835 

do. 

18.36 

do. 

1837 

do. 

1838 

do. 

1839 

do. 

1840 

do. 

1841 

do. 

360,427,000  francs. 

16,009,000      " 
729,171,000      " 

142,221,000      " 


1802  y 

sar  X  Consulate, 

1SU3  year  XI, 

1804  E 

mpire, 

1805 

do. 

1806 

do. 

1807 

do. 

1808 

do. 

1809 

do. 

1810 

do. 

1811 

do. 

1812 

do. 

1813 

do. 

1814  Louis  XVIII. 

1815 

do. 

1816 

do. 

1817 

do. 

1818 

do. 

1819 

do. 

1820 

do. 

1821 

do. 

1822 

do. 

1823 

do. 

1824  Charles  X. 

1825 

do. 

18.26 

do. 

Vol. 
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158,151,582 
211,036,635 
411,934,703 
258,230,567 
281,236,622 
146,824,181 
197,750,112 
240,392,582 
197,362,038 
742,000,000 
531,444,000 
572,451,495 
589,500,000 
632,279,513 
804,937,555 
700,000,000 
902,148,490 
731,726,686 
772,744,445 
786,740,214 
785,000,442 

1,006,014,000 

1,000,000,000 
975,453,797 
798,590,859 
895,577,205 
609,394,624 
!  1,036,870,503 

1,414,433,736 
868,312,572 
875,542,252 
882,321,254 
949,176,982 

1,092,093,703 
951,992,442 
946,098,442 
942,518,757 


989,524,715 

939,343,700 

975,703,027 

981,510,000 

1,220,886,400 

1,17.5,813,776 

1,132,064,167 

1,032,998,336 

1,024,159,085 

1,049.121,696 

1,088,000^000 

1,117,000,000 

1,068,000,000 

1,099,903,407 

1,187,842,234 

The  deficiences  in  the  revenue  for  1840,  1841,  and 

1842,  were  estimated  at  300  millions;  extraordinary 

expenditures,  500  millions;   rail   roads  for  next   10 

years,  400  millions — say  1,200   millions,  which  is  to 

be  met  in  ten  years,  by  the  reserve  for  the  sinkin^ 

fund,  829  millions,  and  the  remainder  of  the  loan  to 

be  contracted,  400  million: 

France  has  a  budget  of  1,311,553,095  francs,  or 
260  millions  of  dollars — and  the  items  of  expenditure 
are — 

Interest  of  public  debt, 
Dotations,  (pensions). 
General  service  of  ministers. 
Collecting  taxes,  expenses  for 

regie,  (selling  tobacco  Sic.)  _ 
Drawbacks  on  exportations,  fee.     63,742,000      '■' 
SPAIN. 
Letters  from  Barcelona  of  the  4th  state  that  great 
apprehensions    were   entertained  that  disturbances 
would  break  out  on  the  following  day. 

Accounts  state  that  the  agitation  of  the  night  of 
the  1st  of  May  was  alarmingly  seditions.  At  the  the- 
atres cries  of  "down  with  the  regent"  were  vocife- 
rated by  hundreds,  and  republican  songs  sung  in  cho- 
rus through  the  streets.  At  the  club  of  Santa  Cruz 
a  song  was  sung  in  the  Catalan  dialect,  the  burden 
of  which  is — "The  people  wish  for  no  greater  glory, 
no  brighter  laurels,  than  to  drive  away  Isabella  and 
el  Brulo  de  la  Victoria.'''' 

Madrid  papers  of  the  5lh  state  that  the  president 
of  the  council  had  declared,  in  the  chamber  of  de- 
puties, that  the  present  government,  of  Spain  would 
yield  to  no  foreign  influence  in  an  affair  of  such 
importance  as  the  marriage  of  queen  Isabella  the  se- 
cond. 

A  private  letter  states  that  the  bill  relative  to  the 
tariff"  about  to  be  discussed  iu  the  ourtes,  proposes 
that  the  government  shall  have  the  power  of  making 
such  changes  as  the  interests  of  the  nation  may  de- 
mand, subject,  however,  to  subsequent  approval  by 
the  legislature. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 
Venezuela.  Caraccas  dates  to  the  17th  May  are 
received.  Congress  adjourned  on  the  8th.  Among 
the  acts  passed,  was  one  inviting  the  republics  of  New 
Grenada  and  Ecuador  to  unite  with  Venezuela  in  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  superintend  the 
e.\hiimation  of  the  remains  of  Simon  Bolivar,  and 
Iheir  removal  from  Santa  Martha  to  his  native  coun- 
try, (Venezuela.)  The  17th  of  December  next  is 
appointed  for  a  grand  funeral  celebration  in  all  the 
principal  towns;  and  from  that  day  till  the  24th,  all 
the  public  officers  are  to  wear  mourning.  General 
Thomas  Heres,  who  first  proposed  the  above  named 
celebration,  was  assassinated  in  Angostura  on  the  9th 
of  April.  Gen.  Rafael  Ordaneta  has  been  appointed 
governor  of  the  province  of  Guiana.    [JV.  Y.  J.  Com. 


NATIONAL    AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

William  Whetten,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  of 

the  United  States,  for  the  port  of  Cowes,  in  the 
place  of  Robert  R.  Hunter,  recalled. 

Joshua  Garsed,  jr.  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  consul 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  port  of  Kingston  upon 
Hull,  in  the  place  of  Albert  Davy,  recalled. 

Gurdon  Bradley,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  consul  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  port  of  Mayaguez,  in  the 
Island  of  Puerto  Rico,  in  the  place  of  Richard  J.  Of- 
fley,  deceased. 

G.  T.  Snow,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Pernambuco,  in  tho 
place  of  Joseph  Ray,  recalled, 


Alexander  Ott,  of  Indiana,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Attona,  in  the  place  of 
George  P.  Todson,  resigned. 

E.  A.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  consul  of 
the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Bombay,  in  the 
place  of  P.  T.  Parker,  resigned. 

A.  M.  Green,  of  Virginia,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  port  of  Velasco,  iu  Texas,  in 
the  place  of  Stewart  Newell,  resigned. 

J.  A.  Gerault,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Grenada,  state  of  Mississippi. 

Isaac  McFarran,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Jackson,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

Richard  G.  Banks,  to  be  surveyor  of  the  customs 
at  Hampton,  state  of  Virgiiaia. 

John  Chew,  to  be  surveyor  of  the  customs  at 
Havre  de  Grace^  Maryland,  his  commission  having 
expired. 

Robert  Howard,  to  be  naval  officer  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Archibald  Clark,  to  be  collector  at  St.  Mary's, 
Georgia,  his  commission  having  expired. 

Thomas  S.  Wayne,  to  be  surveyor  of  the  customs 
at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Henry  T.  Dering,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district,  and  inspector  of  tjie  revenue  for  the 
port  of  Sag  Harbor,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  vice 
John  P.  Asborne,  whose  commission  expired  on  the 
10th  of  May. 

Richard  W.  Cuminins,  to  be  Indian  agent  for  the 
Fort  Leavenworth  agency,  from  the  3d  day  of  July 
next,  when  his  present  term  of  service  will  expirei 

THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL    ORDERS,  NO.  32. 

War  deparlment,  adjalant  general's  office, 

Wttshingtim,  June  1,  1842. 
The  following  regulations  received  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  are   published   for   the   government  of 
the  army: 

IVar  department,  May  28,  1842. 

I.  New  instruments  required  for  the  use  of  any 
officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  or  corps  of  Topo- 
graphical engineers,  or  of  the  ordnance,  shall  only  be 
purchasid  on  the  requisition  of  the  proper  officer, 
submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  chief  of  his  corps. 
The  requisition  must  specify  the  instrument,  its  pro- 
bable cost,  and  the  necessity  for  its  purchase. 

The  officer  who  may  receive  or  use  any  instru- 
ment will  be  responsible  for  its  preservation,  and  in 
case  of  loss  or  injury,  unless  the  cause  thereof  be 
satisfactorily  explained  to  the  secretary  of  war,  its 
value  shall  be  charged  to  such  officer. 

The  following  provision  is  added  to  article  LXXIII, 
general  regulations  for  the  armif. 

INSPECTOR  general's    DEPARTMENT: 

II.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  tike  inspectors  general, 
or  officers  acting  as  inspieoliors,  carefully  to  exam- 
ine and  inspect  all  supplies  and  materials  procured 
for  the  construction  of  forts,  or  for  harbor  and  river 
improvements,  and  all  the  means  applicable  thereto, 
and  the  number  and  description  of  persons  employed 
at  any  work,  and  the  number  ani  description  of  ves- 
sels, boats,  machinery,  and  instruments,  &c.;  and 
they  will  enquire  into  all  contracts  for  supplies  and 

aterialsof  all  kinds  in  the  different  departments, 
and  whetl^e-r  the  articles  furnished  conform  to  such 
contracts,  and  also  into  contracts  made  by  the  quar- 
terma&ter^s  department  for  transportation  of  troops 
and  stores.  The  result  of  these  inspections  will  be 
fortl^with  reported  as  provided  in  paragraph  No.  835. 

By  order,  J.  C.  Spencer. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general, 


THE  NAVY, 

Aifl/  dejiartnicnt,  June  11,  }S42. 

The  board  of  naval  surgeons,  which  convened  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  4th  April,  and  adjourned  on  the 
6th  inst.  have  reported  their  proceedings  to  the  de- 
partment. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  examined 
and  found  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  assistant 
surgeons  in  the  navy,  and  chased  according  to  their 
relative  merits  as  foMowst 

No.     1.  Win.  S.  Bishop,  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.     2.  Saml.  M.  Edgar,  of  Tennessee. 

No.     3.  Joseph  Wilson,  jr.  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.     4.  Charles  Eversfield,  of  Maryland. 

No,     5.  Elisha  K.  Kane,  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.    6.  EdwariJ  Hudson,  of  Pennsylvania. 
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No.     7.  Richard  McSherry,  of  Maryland. 
No.     8.  Wm.  Pitt  Canning,  of  Massachusetts. 
No.     9.  Ephraim  J.  Bee,  of  New  .lersey. 
No.  10.  Joseph  L.  Burtt,  of  Ohio. 
No.  1 1.  John  T.  Bartow,  of  Georgia. 
No.  19.  Alfred  C.  Holt,  of  Georgia. 
No.  13.  James  Hamilton,  of  Maryland. 
No    14.  Chas.  Henry  Oakley,  of  New  York. 
No    15.   Reuben  N.  Baer,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Assistant  surgeon  Richard  W.  Leecock  was  exam- 
ined and  qualified  for  promotion. 

NORTH   EASTERN   BOUNDARV.     The  com- 
aissioners  appointed  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 


ed  and  paid  for  the  "use  of  the  slate.  It  .is  therefore 
manifest  that  whatever  may  be  the  gross  amount  of 
taxes  paid  by  the  community,  but  a  small  portion  is 
applied  to  the  uses  of  the  slate  treasury,  an^jnt-lhis 
score  there  is  but  little  just  ground  to  compilnn. 

Three  per  cent,  on  the  assessed  value  of  the  real 
and  personal  property  in  Pennsylvania — assessed  as 
it  necessarily  is  far  below  its  value,  amounts  to  up- 
wards of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars;  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pay  off  our  entire  public  debt,  and  leave  a 
surplus  of  five  or  six  millions  in  the  treasury.  And 
yet,  such  is  the  general  apathy  or  aversion  to  enter 
into  an  examination  of  a  subject  of  this  Icind,  that 
there  are  some  to  be  found  who  seem  at  times  almost 


T'.lessrs.    Abbott  Lawrence,  John  Mills,    (formerly  [  disposed  to  doubt  the  ability  of  Pennsylvania. to  pay 
V.S.  district  attorney)  and  Charles  Allen,  and  also  |  her  debts. 


those  by  the  slate  of  Maine,  ex-governor  Kent,  Mr. 
Otis  Mr.  Kavanagh,  and  Mr.  Preble,  have  arrived 
in  the  city  of  Washington.  Mr.  McLaughlin,  war- 
den of  the  English  territory,  Mr.  Simmons,  speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Reed,  secre- 
tary of  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  have  been  sum- 
moned to  Washington,  by  Lord  Ashburton,  and  are 
also  there.  .^„^^ 


STATES  OF    THE   TNION. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  2d  of  June.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  counsellors  for  the 
ensuing  year:  Cyrus  Barton,  Samuel  G.  Berry,  Jas. 
M.  K.  Wilkins,  Samuel  Egerton,  and  James  H. 
Johnson.  ^,  tx  .  ■      . 

The  message  of  Gov.  Henry  Hubbard  was  trans- 
mitted on  theSd.inst.  He  condemns  the  distribu- 
tion law,  is  not  explicit  on  the  tariff,  attributes  the 
present  national  debt  to  the  present  administration, 
IS  opposed  to  the  bankrupt  act,  to  the  district  clause 
of  the  apportionment  act,  and  recommends  the  mili- 
tia to  legislative  notice,  and  defends  the  proceedings 
of  the  Rhode  Island  sufl'rage  party. 

Leonard  Wileox  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
executive  to  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Franklin  Pierce,  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  was 
elected  to  that  body  on  the  8th  insl.  Whole  number 
of  votes  219,  necessary  for  a  choice  110,  forL.  Wil- 
cox 176,  scattering  43. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
The  general  assembly  convened  at  Harrisburg  on 
June  9th,  being  the  day  to  which  it  was  adjourned 
from  the  5th  April  ult.  for  the  purpose  of  districting 
the  state  according  to  the  new  apportionment.  "The 
sinkin"-  credit  of  the  state,  the  miserable  condition 
of  the'country  banks,  and  the  consequent  deprecia- 
tion of  the  relief  notes  issuad  by  them,  the  selling 
or  leasin"  of  the  public  improvements,  and  the  re- 
gulation of  taxes,  are  a  few  of  the  important  ques- 
tions which  will  probably  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  legislature  at  its  present  session,  independently 
of  the  action  which  will  be  necessary  when  con- 
gress shall  have  agreed  upon  an  apportionment  bill 
of  representation." 

MESSAGE    OF    GOVERNOR  PORTER. 

To  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  represenliiLivis: 

I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  sense  of  duty,  to  per- 
mit this  occasion  to  pass,  without  renewing  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  the  appeal  already  made  to  the 
legislature,  in  behalf  of  the  public  creditors,  and  es- 
pecially of  those  who  have  labored  on  our  improve- 
ments and  furnished  materials  for  their  repair  and 
construction.  Prostrated  as  the  public  credit  in  a 
"Teat  degree  is,  and  overwhelmed  as  Ihe  business 
energies  and  enterprise  of  the  community  are,  it  is 
undoubtedly  an  unpropitious  time  to  impose  addition- 
al burthens  on  the  people,  and  is  an  ungracious  duty 
to  recommend  or  to  sanction  it.  But  the  alternative 
admits  of  no  qualification.  We  must  act  in  confor- 
mity to  the  dictates  of  stern  and  unwelcome  duly  on 
the  one  hand,  or  disregard  and  set  them  at  naught  on 
the  other.  We  must  seek  and  desire  the  commenda- 
tion of  the  honest  and  honorable,  or  we  must  earn 
and  bear  their  contempt  and  derision.  If  we  falter 
in  this  dilemma,  we  cannot  escape  one  or,  the  other 
of  these  judgments  in  the  eyes  of  Ihe  world. 

I  do  hope  and  trust  you  v/ill  make  adequate  prB- 
vision  for  all  the  public  creditors, — either  by  in- 
creased taxation,  or  some  other  available  means. 
The  burden  may  be  onerous,  but  it  ran  only  be  tem- 
porary. With  the  resources,  vigorand  enterprise  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassment 
can  only  be  of  short  duration.  Let  us  then  struggle 
manfully  against  it,  in  the  hope  of  speedy  relief. 

The  burthens  borne  on  behalf  of  the  stale  arc 
light  in  comparison  to  those  imposed  for  county; 
township,  borough,  and  other  purposes.  All  the 
taxes  paid  by  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  for  all  pur- 
poses, amount  per  annum  to  the  sum  of  four  millions 
of  dollars  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained.  Of  this 
fust  sum  only  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  Icvi- 


I  can  scarcely  find  language  strong  enough  to  con- 
ey to  you  in  a  suitable  manner  my  ideas  of  the  im- 
portance of  a  faithful  adherence,  on  the  part  of  the 
state,  to  its  solemn  engagements.  I  have'dwelt  on 
hi»subject  in  my  communications  to  every  legisla- 
ture that  has  assembled  since  the  duties  of  the  exe- 
cutive were  entrusted  to  my  care.  Allow  me  there- 
fore most  respectfully  to  ask  your  attention  to  my 
annual  message  on  this  subject. 

So  far  as  respects  what  are  usually  denominated 
the  "domestic  creditors,"  1  sought  in  my  annual  mes- 
sage at  your  assembling,  lo  place  tln.'eir  claims  on  the 
true  grounds.  I  have  yet  to  he'Sr  the  first  word 
against  the  justice  of  their  demands,  or  the  extreme 
hardship  of  their  case.  They  are  our  own  citizens, 
who  on  the  faith  of  the  public  have  devoted  their 
money,  their  means,  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  to  the 
public  service,  and  have  thus  far  been  denied  recom- 
pense. Nay,  some  of  them  have  expended  the  last 
dollar  they  can  command — have  contracted  large 
debts  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  work, — have 
just  demands  on  the  state  amply  sufficient  to  meet 
all  their  liabilities,  and  to  supply  them  with  the 
means  of  recommencing  business  for  their  support, 
and  ytt  are  compelled  to  see  the  whole  of  their  pro- 
perty under  execution,  and  be  themselves  dragged 
to  the  very  door  of  the  jail.  Is  not  this  crying  in- 
justice? Is  it  not  a  disgrace  to  the  state  that  thus 
beggars  its  ovvn  citizens,  and  then  suffers  them  to  be 
sacrificed  for  debts  contracted  on  behalf  of  the  state 
itself.'  How  can  any  honest  man  who  has  the  power 
to  correct  such  evils,  stand  by  and  witness  such  a 
state  of  things  without  the  blush  of  shame  on  his 
face?  For  myself,  I  should  feel  ill  at  ease,  if  I  left 
untried  a  single  expedient  to  afford  relief. 

I  can  add  little  to  the  details  of  my  former  recom- 
mendations, or  to  the  means  of  discharging  these 
debts.  It  is  for  the  legislature  now  to  act  upon 
them.  I  will  however  suggest  that  the  slate  possess- 
es a  fund  which  might  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
these  debts,  if  other  resources  fail;  and  although  it 
may  not  be  at  present  available,  it  may  ultimately 
become  so,  at  least  to  a  considerable  extent.  I  re- 
fer to  the  stock  held  by  the  commonwealth  in  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Philadelphia  bank,  and 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank. 

For  these  stocks  the  state  paid  two  million  one 
hundred  and  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 
What  they  may  ultimately  be  worth  I  know  not.  My 
opinion  of  this  investment  has  been  communicated 
to  the  legislature  time  and  again,  and  it  would  be 
useless  to  reiterate  it  now.  But  I  must  be  allowed, 
before  closing  the  subject,  to  express  my  opinion, 
formed  on  the  most  thorough  conviction,  that  unless 
the  interest  of  individuals  be  enlisted  in  this  matter, 
the  state  will  npver  realize  a  dollar  from  it.  It 
seems  lo  me,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
transfer  these  stocks  to  trustees,  or  make  some  othc 
disposition  of  them,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  do- 
mestic creditors. 

If  any  thing  belter  can  be  done,  it  will  afford  me 
great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  you;  but  if  not, 
the  provision  suggested,  might  possibly  save  a  rem- 
nant, which  might  be  applied  to  the  debts  long  due 
to  a  class  of  just  and  meritorious  creditors,  who  are 
most  assuredly  entitled,  at  tlie  hands  of  the  legisla- 
ture, to  the  speediest  relief  which  its  wisdom  can 
devise,  and  the  means  of  the  commonwealth  will 
probably  afibrd.  DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

M^eecutive  chamber,  liamilmrg,  June  20,  184i2. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

A  Van  Buren  state  conve-ntion,  was  held  at  Sa- 
lisbury on  the  20tli  ult.  at  which  H.  VV.  Conner, 
esq.  presided,  assisted  by  numerous  vice  presidents. 
The  coinoiilion  was  addressed  by  the  president,  bv 
Robl.  Strange,  Bedford  Brown,  Col.  Hoke,  Reid", 
Leake  of  Richmond,  Wheeler  of  Lincoln,  Driggs 
of  Martin,  and  McCalum  of  Montgomery.  Uesn- 
lutions  were  adopted,  re-aflirming  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  state  convention  held  at  Raleigh  on  the 
Sill  of  January  last,  and  especially  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  Lewis  D.  Henry,  as  candidi\te  for  governor 
at  the  ensuing  election,  in  opposition  to  gov.  More- 


head.  The  Western  Carolinian  says,  that  there  were 
more  than  400  deleeates  present,  and  the  visiters 
would  have  swelled  the  number  beyond  2,000." 

Amongst  the  letters  read  upon  the  occasion,  in  re- 
ply to  invitations,  was  one  from  J.  C.  Calhoun,  dat- 
ed" Washington,  1st  May,  1842,  in  which  he  says: 
"You  do  not  mistake,  in  considering  the  present  a 
"gloomy  crisis"  in  our  all'airs.  Never  before  has 
the  government  been  surrounded  by  so  many  and 
such  formidable  diffieulties,  both  within  and  without. 
I  shall  pass  over  the  latter  without  notice,  as  they 
are  now  the  subject  of  negotiation,  which  I  sincere- 
ly hope,  may  terminate  in  an  honorable  and  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  all  difficulties  between  the 
two  countries,  and  limit  my  notice  of  the  former  to 
a  few  brief  remarks. 

"On  taking  a  survey  of  our  internal  affairs,  it  will 
be  found,  that  instead  of  the  promised  reform,  things 
have  been  growing  worse  daily  ever  since  those,  who 
now  have  the  control,  succeeded  to  power;  the  reve-  . 
niie  decreasing  and  the  expenditures  increasing;  new 
loans  contracting  and  public  credit  decaying;  bor- 
rowing on  usurious  terms  and  squandering  with 
wasteful  extravagance,  followed  by  a  rapidly  in- 
creasing public  debt,  in  a  period  of  peace,  that 
threatens  in  a  few  years  to  equal  the  debt  of  the  re- 
volution; and  all  this  without  one  sensible,  manly 
effort  to  arrest  the  downward  course  of  the  govern- 
ment. So  far  from  thai,  the  present  critical  condi- 
tion of  our  affairs  is  not  only  regarded  with  compla-' 
ceney  by  a  portion  of  those  who  have  the  control, 
but  has'been  brought  about  inlenlionally,  as  indis- 
pensable towards  accomplishing  the  long-cherished 
objects  of  the  party,  a  protective  tariff  and  a  nation- 
al bank.  Therein  "lies  the  danger  of  the  crisis.  The 
real  cause  of  apprehension  is  not  so  much  that  the 
revenue  has  decreased,  and  the  expenditures  increas- 
ed; that  a  heavy  debt  has  been  incurred  and  the  pub- 
lic credit  impaired,  as  great  as  that  may  be,  as  that  it 
has  been  done  designedly  by  a  powerful  party  in  pos- 
session of  power,  as  means  to  an  end,  and  under 
such  circumstances  as  evince  a  fixed  determination 
to  accomplish  their  objecl,  be  the  consequence  to 
the  country  and  its  institutions  what  it  may.  That 
such  means  should  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  efiect 
such  objects  may  well  cause  deep  alarm  to  the  re- 
flecting and  patriotic. 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  crisis,  the  real 
question  for  the  people  to  decide  at  the  approaching 
election  is,  shall  those  who  now  have  Ihe  control,  be 
permitted  to  retain  their  power,  in  order  to  efl'eet  by 
such  means  ihe  end  proposed?  All  who  regard  tariff, 
bank,  debt,  wasteful  expenditures,  and  heavy  taxes 
in  the  shape  of  high  duties  on  almost  all  articles  of 
daily  consumption,  as  public  blessings,  llie  promised 
reform,  will,  of  course,  vote  to  retain  power  in  the, 
hands  of  the  parly  which  holds  it.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  llio.se  who  desire  to  see  the  government  ad- 
ministered frugally  and  economically — the  taxes 
light — commerce  freed  from  shackles,  and  the  go- 
vernment from  debt — public  credit  unimpaired — 
equal  justice  to  all,  and  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  con- 
stitution, will  vote  to  take  it  out  of  their  hands.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  how  your  stale  will  act;  but  I 
cannot  believe  that  a  sta"te  so  distinguished  in  the 
management  of  its  ovvn  affairs,  for  economy  and  fru- 
gality; so  opposed  to  burthening  her  people  with  a 
public  debt,  and  high  taxes;  so  just  and  equal  in  the 
exercise  of  its  power;  and  which  took  so  early  and 
bold  a  lead  in  the  great  cause  of  American  freedom 
and  indepenilence,  will  consent,  as  a  member  of  the 
union,  to  leave  power  in  tlie  hands  of  a  party,  now 
tliat  its  views  are  fully  developed,  which  pursues,  in 
the  affaire  of  the  union,  a  policy  the  very  reverse  of 
her  ovvn." 

R.  M.  Saunders,  late  candidate  for  governor  con- 
cludes a  lelterto  Ihe  convention  with  a  reference  to 
the  subject  of  the  next  prcsutcncy,  in  which  he  says  ho  ■ 
does  not  know  what  may  be  the  disposition  of  Ilia 
convention  in  regard  toil.  "But  whether  you  pro- 
pose a  nomination,  or  merely  express  an  opinion, 
or  leave  the  matter  open  for  future  action,  so  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  tlie  views  of  the  party, 
they  stand  ready  to  join  in  the  support  of  any  man  • 
for  the  presidency,  who  shall  unite  a  devotion  to  the 
constitution,  to  the  true  principles  of  republican 
failh — who  shall  be  prepared  lo  do  equal  justice  to 
every  great  interest  of  the  union — shall  maintain  and 
defend  Ihe  rights  and  sovcioignty  of  the  states — and 
preserve  Inviolate  the  institutions  of  the  south  against 
the  assaults  of  all  blind  fjnatics — and  who  as  an . 
efficient  executive  shall  reject  all  useless  officers  and 
lop  off  every  expenditure,  not  sanctioned  by  a  pru- 
dent economy.  The  man  who  sha.l  be  able  to  es- 
tablish his  chiiin  to  this  character,  in  the  past  histo- 
ry of  the  country,  and  whose  views  shall  be  fortified 
by  his  course  in  regard  to  the  present  aspect  of  our 
affairs,  may  confidently  expect  the  united  support  of 
the  democratic  party,  1  speak  not  under  the  influ- 
ence of  sectional   feelings  when  I  say,  in  my  view, 
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J.  C.  Calhoun  combines  in  a  more  high  degree  these 
high  republican  qualities,  and  is  more  like'y  to  carry 
out  these  principles,  than  any  other  man  now  on  the 
political  stacre.  And  this,  I  thinlc  frnm  the  indica- 
tions of  public  sentiment,  is  fast  becoming  the  pro- 
vailing  opinion  of  the  democratic  party." 

The  HON.  Geo.  McDuffie,  in  his  letter  to  the 
convention,  observes,  "The  election  of  General  Har- 
rison and  the  coming  into  power  of  the  whig  party, 
were  effected  by  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  poli- 
tical combinations,  and  I  must  add,  daring  political 
impostures,  ever  enacted  in  our  country.  It  was  in 
facta  grand  political  masquerade,  in  which,  the  very 
first  moment  that  party  assumed  the  reins  of  power, 
their  leaders  boldly  threw  their  masks  in  the  faces 
of  their  deluded  supporters,  and  without  even  the 
decency  of  a  little  delay  or  a  specious  pretext,  turn- 
ed their  backs  upon  every  promise,  and  every  prin- 
ciple, upon  the  faith  of  wliieh  they  obtained  a  large 
support  in  the  southern  ani  southwestern  states,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  rest  of  the  union. 

"Conducting  their  canvass  under  a  flag  inscribed 
with  the  watch-word  of  retrenchment  and  economy, 
they  commenced  their  administration  by  calling  an 
extra  session  of  congress,  to  make  extravagant  ap- 
propriations, and  still  worse,  unconstitutional  dona- 
tions from  a  treasury,  which  they  declared  to  be  not 
only  empty,  but  bankrupt,  and  at  the  very  moment 
they  proposed  to  create  a  large  national  debt  in  time 
of  profound  peacci  History  exhibits  few  exam- 
ples of  such  daring  inconsistency.  It  was  literally 
"midsummer  madness"  that  "ruled  the  hour,"  and 
the  result  I  rejoice  to  believe,  has  already  verified 
the  adage,  "Q«c»i  Deus  vidt  perderc,  prins  dementat.''^ 

"The  extra  session, by  unmaskingandexposing  the 
measures  and  principles  of  the  party  so  studiously 
concealed  and  misrepresented  before,  broke  the 
charm  of  their  power,  and  dispelled  the  delusive 
hopes  excited  among  the  people.  They  promised  to 
relieve  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  theyiiave 
greatly  increased  them.  They  promised  to  reduce 
the  expenses  of  the  government,  and,  without  a  sin- 
gle effort  at  retrenchment,  have  added  millions  to  the 
public  expenditures;  and  their  only  means  of  re- 
lieving the  people  of  their  burthens  are  to  increase 
the  duties  upon  imports,  and  saddle  posterity  with 
the  curse  of  a  public  debt.  They  promised  to  re- 
store public  confidence  and  public  credit,  and  they 
have  almost  literally  destroyed  both.  There  are 
thousands  of  individuals  who  can  now  obtain  money 
upon  better  terms  than  the  federal  or  the  state  go- 
vernments. In  one  word,  their  promises  stand  in 
direct  contrast  with  their  performances  at  every 
point,  and  fully  illustrate  the  saying  of  the- Roman, 
so  aptly  quoted  by  General  Harrison  in  his  inaugu- 
ral address." 

The  hon.  Levi  Woodbury  concluded  his  letter  to 
the  convention  by  saying,  "Certain  it  is,  that  our 
prospects  are  everywhere  brightening — our  cause  is 
tiic  cause  of  freedom,  liberality,  light  and  progress, 
all  the  world  over — and  it  never  can  be  overthrown 
permanently  without  brightening  all  the  hopes  of  hu- 
manity." 

The  Hon.  James  Buchan.in  U.  S.  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  in  a  letter  to  the  Convention  says — "1 
can  scarcely  imagine  any  circumstance  which  could 
aflbrd  me  more  giatiiication  or  which  I  should  esteem 
a  greater  privilege  tiian  to  grasp  by  the  hand  my 
■  Democratic  fellow-citizens  of  N.  Carolina  who  will 
be  there  assembled,  and  to  cheer  them  on  in  the 
great  and  glorious  cause  in  which  they  liave  enlisted. 
May  success  crown  their  efforts!  That  such  will  be 
the  result,  I  feel  an  abiding  confidence.  One  year  of 
A"\'!iig  rule  has  opened  the  eyes  of  tiiousands,  and  has 
cotivineed  the  country  that  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  are  those  alone  on  which  the  Go- 
vernment can  be  safely  and  successfully  adminis- 
tered. Within  this  brief  period,  more  acts  of  Con- 
gress have  passed,  and  are  in  progress  invading  State 
sovereignty,  and  tending  directly  towards  a  consoli- 
dation of  all  power  in  the  Federal  Government,  than 
have  ever  been  crowded  into  the  same  space  of  time 
since  tlie  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  The  people 
are  every  where  coming  to  the  rescue,  and  the  de- 
scendants of  those  stern  patriots  who,  the  first  upon 
this  Continent,  proclaimed  independence,  will  never 
disgrace  their  glorious  ancestors  when  the  rights  of 
the  States  and  of  the  people  are  to  be  vindicated. 
I  must,  therefore,  express  my  sincere  regret,  tiiat 
without  violating  important  duties  here,  I  cannot 
meet  you  on  this  most  interesting  occasion." 

Ex-'Governor  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  replied  to  the 
invitation  in  a  letter  of  considerable  length,  exhoft- 
,    ing  to  effort  at  the  coming  political  contest. 

LOUISLA.NA. 

Colonization.     The   directors  of  the   Louisiana 

State  Colonization  Society  held  a  meeting  in  New 

Orleans  on  the  J9th  ultimo.     A  report  having  been 

made  by  a  coraraittes  appointed  for  that  purpose  in 


relation  to  the  purchase  of  territory  on  the  Sinoe 
river,  in  Africa,  the  following  resolutions  were  una- 
nimously adopted; 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  purchase  of  the 
Blue  Barre  territory,  made  by  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  for  the  ben  fit  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Colonization  Society,  according  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  stated. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  establish  a  colony  on  the 
Blue  Barre  territory,  to  be  called  Louisiana  in  Li- 
beria. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  learned  with  sentiments  of 
the  highest  gratification  that  our  fellov/  citizen,  John 
McDonough,  esq.  has  offered  to  the  parent  society 
eighty-five  of  his  slaves  if  the  society  will  send  them 
to  Liberia,  where  we  have  reason  to  believe  they 
will  become  useful  residents." 

Another  resolution  expresses  the  conviction  of  the 
directors  that  the  present  time  is  favorable  to  the 
foundation  of  the  colony.  In  it  the  directors  re- 
spectfully request  Mr.  IVioDonough  to  give  his  con 
sent  to  have  his  liberated  negroes  located  in  Loui- 
siana in  Liberia.  The  settlement  or  lovrn  Is  to  be 
called  McDonough. 

ILLINOIS. 

Western  cities.  The  increase  of  some  of  Ihe 
wesleni  cilies  is  almost  unpivcedented  in  the  annals 
of  populalion,  and  would  drive  parson  Mnltiins  and 
Jf  rei[iv  Bcnthain  half  mad  at  their  nnscienlific  disre- 
gard of  all  the  slaid  rules  of  political  rconomy.— 
Galena,  situated  in  llie  lead  dislrirt  in  Illinois,  hail, 
in  1826,  20  loj  cabins,  with  a  popiiialion  of  130.  In 
IS41,  it  had  over  (iV)  houses,  with  a  populalion  ol 
nearly  2,5(U) 

From  330  to  400  steaniboals  annually  arrive  and 
depart  from  that  place,  ami  31)  millions  of  pounds  of 
lead  were  shipped  from  thence  last  year,  worth,  at  3 
cents  a  pound,  one  million  of  dollars.  Three  years 
a;,'n,  the  seclion  of  land  on  which  'he  cily  of  loua 
now  stands,  contained  but  one  unfinished  lus  ciibin; 
now,  there  are  many  fine  brick  liouses,  besides  many 
wooden  houses  and  stores,  a  state  hou=p  nearly  com 
pleled,  and  about  1.000  inhabitants.  This  is  cited  as 
Ihe  most  rapid  increase  ever  known  in  this  country 
ISavamiali  Geo. 

IOWA. 
Devenport,  Iowa,  ten   years   ago   was  an  Indian 
ullage,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Upper  rapid 


The  capital  invested  in  the  culture  of  the  cane  in 
Louisiana,  is  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
with  the  exception  of  cotton,  is  greater,  perhaps, 
than  the  amount  invested  in  any  other  branch  of  in- 
dustry in  the  Union;  and  if  such  an  important  cul- 
ture should  fall  to  the  ground,  it  may  readily  be  ima- 
gined how  extensive  would  be  the  mischief,  from 
the  various  connections  and  ramifications  which  it 
has  with  the  general  interest  of  the  whole  country. 

There  never  was  a  more  mistaken  idea  than  that, 
because  the  production  or  manufacture  of  any  arti- 
cle requires  a  tariff  protection  from  foreign  Compe- 
tition, that  the  people  of  that  country  are  necessari- 
ly paying  a  greater  price  for  that  article,  than  they 
would  do  if  the  foreign  article  was  admitted  free  of 
duty.  A  case  in  point  is  in  the  article  of  coffee,  for 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  beea 
paying  a  higher  price  for  years  since  it  was  admit- 
ted free  of  duty,  than  they  previously  did  when  it 
was  subject  to  a  tariff  of  five  cents  per  pound,  and 
the  practical  operation  of  the  repeal  of  the  duty  has 
been,  that  instead  of  paying  it  into  our  own  treasury, 
we  have  paid  it  to  foreign  producers  in  the  shape  of 
increased  price  in  the  foreign  market.  Why  is  this.' 
Because  by  the  abolition  of  the  duty,  the  consump- 
tion of  coffee  (the  price  of  which  in  the  first  instance 
felt  the  effects  of  the  repeal)  increased  so  much  in 
the  United  States,  that  the  additional  demand  has 
gradually  enhanced  the  price  at  the  points  of  pro- 
duction. We  formerly  paid  12  cents  per  pound,  of 
which  the  foreign  producers  get  7  cents,  and  our 
treasury  5  cents;  and  now  we  still  pay  12  cents,  but 
our  own  treasury  gets  no  portion  of  it,  but  it  all  goes 
to  the  foreign  planter,  except  the  small  proportion 
for  the  expenses  of  importation. 

If  this  has  been  the  result  of  the  abolition  of  the 
duty  on  an  article  of  which  we  ourselves  never  pro- 
duced any  portion,  how  much  more  severe  will  be 
the  operation  on  an  article  like  sugar,  of  which  we 
are  such  extensive  producers,  should  that  production 
be  destroyed  by  a  removal  of  the  duty,  or  its  reduc- 
tion to  the  minimum  contemplated  by  the  compro- 
mise act,  thus  leaving  us  exclusively  dependent  on 
foreigri  supply  for  our  wants.' 

The  annual  consumption  of  sugar  in  the  U.  States 
may  be  estimated  at  250  millions  of  pounds  of  which 
about  100.  millions  are  produced  at  home,  and  150 
millions  imported;  destroy  the  home  culture,  and  it 
is  evident,  we  must  at  once  call  on  the  foreign  plan- 
ter to  supply  that  ailditional  quantity,  or  in  other 


the  Mississippi  river,  1,700  miles  from  the  Gulph  of,  words,  we   immediately  open  a  new  market  for  100 

Mexico   and  1,800  from   Philadelphia.     It  now  con-       '"■  <■  -•      ^ r^,         .       

tains  700  inhabitants.  The  arrivals  of  steamers 
average  about  240  per  year.  The  reader,  from  this 
brief  account,  may  form  some  idea  of  the  onward 
course  of  the  west.  The  rate  of  living,  of  the  best 
quality,  is  extremely  cheap,  and  the  climate  remark- 
ably salubrious.  The  scenery  is  that  of  the  rolling 
prairie  country,  and  extremely  soft  and  beautiful, 
while  the  soil  is  rich  and  fertile. 


THE  SUGAR  CONVBiSTIOIV. 


It  is  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  see  that  our 
sugar  planters  are  at  length  aroused  to  a  sense  of 
their  situation,  and  the  necessity  of  taking  active 
measures  for  their  own  safety;  and  we  hope  and  ex- 
pect to  see  a  very  full  attendance  at  the  convention 
that  is  to  meet  at"Donaldsonviile  on  the  ]6lh  inst. 

During  a  long  series  of  years,  and  under  all  the 
various  fluctuations  that  have  marked  our  tariff  poli- 
cy; there  was  no  interest  in  which  so  great  a  stake 
was  at  risk,  and  such  an  enormous  amount  invested 
which  has  remained  so  perfectly  tranquil  and  quiet 
as  the  sugar  interest  of  Louisiana.  Our  planters, 
up  to  this  moment,  have  quietly  looked  on  whilst 
every  change  was  lessening  the  protection  afforded 
to  them,  even  whilst  additional  protection  was  ex- 
tended to  other  branches  of  our  national  industry, 
and  for  the  last  ten  years  this  great  interest  has  been 
gradually  withering  and  perishing  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  compromise  act  of  1833,  until  at  last  ab- 
solute and  irretrievable  ruin  is  staring  them  fearful- 
ly in  the  face,  and  has  brought  home  to  every  mind 
the  conviction  that  something  must  be  done,  and 
done  promptly,  or  the  whole  culture  of  the  cane  will 
be  brought  to  a  final  close,  involving  in  its  ruin  such  an 
injury  of  the  state,  as  no  oi.e  can  contemplate  with- 
out the  deepest  concern  as  well  as  surprise  at  a  po- 
licy so  suicidal  and  fatuitous. 

Whilst  every  other  interest  io  the  United  States 
has  been  constant  and  loud  in  complaints  and  remon- 
strances at  any  withdrawal  or  reduction  of  protec- 
tion, the  sugar  planters  have  never  raised  their  vpicfe,; 
but  have  quietly  submitted  to  all  the  various.  cK^n^es' 
that  have  so  injuriously  affected  and  finally  Weaply 
ruined  them;  and  this  fact,  we  think', '  furrlShES  'a 
strong  reason  why  their  present' iBttlJillaSifts'sKotlUl. 
now  carry  greater  weight  with'.'  ic<iHgi'eS5,-iina',ieh'{itle 
them  to  a  more  ready  ■ApA:rMykbW^i^ni^t1^"^^^''''f 


millions  of  foreign  sugar.  The  natural  and  inevita- 
ble consequence  would  be  an  augmentation  of  the 
price  far  beyond  what  it  now  is,  or  what  it  would  be 
in  the  United  States,  under  a  suitable  protecting 
tariff,  which  would  enable  our  planters  to  continue 
and  even  to  increase  their  production.  It  is  a  well 
known  and  admitted  law  of  trade,  as  regards  the 
supply,  and  demand,  that  the  price  of  any  article, 
particularly  one  of  necessity  is  enhanced  or  depress- 
ed in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  the  proportion  of  the 
shortness  or  excess  of  such  supply  to  the  actual 
wants.  If  for  instance,  the  short  supply  of  bread 
stuffs  for  any  nation  was  only  10  per  cent,  unless  that 
deficiency  could  be  furnished  from  other  sources,  it 
would  double  or  treble  prices,  and  on  the  other  hand 
an  over  production  of  10  per  cent.,  unless  a  foreign 
vent  could  be  obtained  for  the  surplus,  would  reduce 
the  price  one-half  or  more.  The  same  rule  will  ap. 
ply  to  sugar;.^the  production  of  the  whole  world  is 
about  equal  to  the  consumption,  but  cut  off  or  de- 
stroy the  production  of  100  millions  of  pounds  in  the 
U.  States,  and  call  upon  the  other  sugar  growing 
countries  to  supply  this  defi;Qiency,  and  you  would 
nearly  double  the  pric*  (n  every  foreign  market,  It 
needs  no  argument  to  any  one  conversant  with  the 
laws  of  trade  and  the  operations  of  commerce  to 
convince  them  that  such  would  be  the  inevitable  re 
suit.  ,.  '^-^ 

previous  to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britajni,",giiig^ 
for  many  years  subsequent  thereto,  befory^^gar.TOs'l 
an  article  of  very  considerable  cultuj;e4i  L'pfJJsiiiia^ 
the  people  of  the  United  States  paiidiiloabteanito-;. 
ble  prices  for  the  article  that  y[>ii.^jip'jiC4o,].  'T^S  ai-r-^ 
dinary  value  of  Muscovadoi^ii§a!p,i^a|  l&talS'ce'iiia' 
per  pound,  and  the  whit^'|3p.i!s]4gJLj'j5f;lQu^',!^M|^ 
l(i  cents.  The  tarill'.'w.aii ,fl^^p ff'p &(rfi(;i-  iiijn,^;c!_^,sjiJ'5o 
sequent  years. ^ ,  i;h,;coj;3yqujin9e,.o|  j.Ti^'|inc'(;e^a5(i^u 
ture  in  l\\\ico\intiy;,-analhf(}fL\^i^o^^^  ^nt^iia^ 

in  the  forel'gn;'pfo3ucLu'g:.mark^is,r<^V 
valife/erii^'u^l.li  'biU,^t«adilj.<tecJ)n'^'^''.fo^ 
ceritSjOiitil;'. ft' hii  go(, iclbw.n  to,  )K«( 'jjjreSeiit  xuinoAjs^j 
fate's;  W:b'ipH'haye.'r^sijJ.teJ,jf(-Qi)j  .Qii'f  plijatBr.sJh^Yujg;, 
stfflgglfc'd  t:'o'coAt,ini^e.fli,e^rp!i,ifsJ'p^Q(W 
fb'i'efgh' 'grOiycj-  t'h'rOjW.iing:'  in^'und^r ."th'^i  jiresent^ Jd.yf ^ 
rate  .of  dufy^'  so  la^e ;  a'i..su'pjp2y?,«SvtQ,#atura,tk^^., 
overload',  add  :cbri!5equ'pbfJy,'d-giiresS;tJii?  jnaJfkjC^'.;   j 

Bdt,we".liiv.e4ii:d,t/,,atjt^^^^^^ 
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already  referred  to,  what  wou— .— ...  e       xuu  i    i   .„ 

an    additional    quantity    of  cotton  annually    thrown    and   adduce^my   proofs.  _  When   appealed   to 
narket  when  there  is  already  a  redundan 


upon  the .  ,       „•    . 

cy  of  it>  It  is  hardly  possible  to  trace  out  the  ettect 
in  its  full  consequences— it  would  be  the  coup  de  grace 
to  the  distress  and  ruin  of  the  southern  and  south 
■western  states,  and  in  its  details  would  deeply  m- 
Tolve  the  interests  of  the  western  and  eastern  states, 
who  now  supply  the  cotton  growing  districts  with 
such  a  large  portion  of  the  provisions  and  nearly  or 
quite  all  their  clothing,  agricultural  implements,  ma- 
chinery, cattle,  &c.  &c.;  besides  this,  all  the  machi- 
nery, sugar  houses,  kettles  and  fixtures,  and  arrange- 
ments of  the  sugar  plantations,  would  be  worthless 
and  perfectly  inapplicable  to  any  other  purposes, 
and  the  millions  and  millions  expended  for  them 
would  be  a  total  loss. 

Louisiana  as  regards  the  eastern  and  western 
states,  so  far  as  her  supplies  are  concerned,  is  of  the 
highest  Talue,  for  she  makes  comparatively  a  small 
portion  herself,  but  derives  her  supplies  from  them 
without  in  any  way  being  of  an  expense  to  them — 
our  citizens  toil  and  labor — employ  their  labor,  lands 
and  capital  to  produce  a  large  and  valuable  crop  and 
the  practical  result  of  all  their  labor,  time  and  atten- 
tion is  that  we  hand  over  nearly  all  the  produce  of 
cur  crop  to  them  in  payment  for  the  supplies  we 
receive  for  our  food,  comfort  and  luxuries,  and  yet 
some  of  the  very  parties  to  whom  we  give  every 
thing  we  make  are  so  short-sighted  as  to  be  unwilling 
to  grant  a  reasonable  protection  to  one  of  our  great 
staples,  without  which  we  can  no  longer  continue 
that  connection  of  a  mutual  exchange  of  production, 
the  advantages  of  which  are  so  greatly  on  their  side. 
We  cannot  conceive  how  any  thing  is  more  clear 
than  that  the  destruction  of  the  sugar  culture  in 
Louisiana,  will  injuriously  afTect,  and  to  a  very  great 
extent,  the  interest  of  every  other  state  in  the  Union. 
The  agricultural  and  manufacturing  states  will  suf- 
fer in  destroying  one  of  their  best  customers.  North- 
ern capitalists  will  suffer  in  our  inability  to  pay  inte- 
rest or  principal  on  the  large  amount  of  their  capital 
loaned  or  invested  in  various  ways  among  us.  Cot- 
ton slates  will  suffer  dreadfully  by  bringing  a  rival 
into  competition  with  them  for  a  great  additional 
quantity  of  that  article,  and  as  for  Louisiana  herself, 
it  will  be  almost  a  hopeless  wreck  and  ruin. 

We  have  thrown  these  ideas  together  very  crude- 
ly and  very  hastily,  but  we  know  there  will  be  men 
at  the  proposed  convention  who  understand  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  whom  we  look  for  a  presentation  of  the 
whole  subject  before  congress  and  the  nation  in  a 
true  and  proper  light,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
command  a  prompt  and  efficient  action  of  the  na- 
tional legislature.  [JVf  lo  Orleans  Bee,  May  13. 
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the 


house,  Mr.  MaLlory  declined  to  answer,  but  declar- 
ed his  readiness  to  do  so  if  applied  to  "in  a  proper 
manner  by  the  proper  person."  This  led  to  the  fol- 
lowing correspondence: 

Washington,  JpHl  30,  1842. 

Dear  sir:  The  enclosed  note  was  transmitted  to 
me  by  the  hon.  T.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  under  cover  of  a 
letter  from  him  of  the  2d  inst.  with  a  request  that  1 
would  place  it  in  your  hands. 

Your  detention  from  the  house  by  indisposition 
since  its  receipt  is  my  apology  for  delaying  the  deli- 
very of  it  till  now. 

From  your  reply  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the  hon. 
Mr.  Stanly  in  a  debate  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, reported  in  the  Intelligencer  of  the  18th  of 
March  last,  whether  you  had  said  on  a  former  occa- 
sion that  you  were  authorised  by  the  president  to 
deny  the  truth  of  the  statements,  or  some  of  them, 
made  by  Mr.  Ewing  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  that 
"you  would  always  be  found  ready  to  respond  when 
that  question  was  propounded  to  you  in  a  proper 
way  and  by  a  pi'oper  person,"  Mr.  Ewing  has  suppos- 
ed that  you  could  feel  no  difficulty  in  recognising  his 
note  as  a  proper  mode,  and  himself  as  a  proper  per- 
son to  make  the  inquiry  it  contains. 

I  shall  be  happy,  if  agreeable  to  yourself,  to  be 
made  the  medium  of  communicating  to  him  your  an- 
swer. I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  with  great  re- 
spect, S.  MASON. 

Hon.  F.  Mallory. 

Lancaster,  Jlpril  2,  1842. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  newspaper 
paragraph,  in  which  you  are  reported  to  have  said, 
in  a  public  speech  some  lime  last  autumn,  that  you 
were  authorised  by  the  president  to  deny  the  truth  of 
the  statements  contained  in  my  letter  of  resignation. 
Will  you  please  advise  me  whether  in  that  particular 
you  are  correctly  reported?  1  am,  very  respectfully, 
yours,  T.  EWING. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Mallort. 

Washington,  Tuesday,  May  3,  1842. 

Dear  sir:  I  herewith  enclose  you  an  answer  to 
the  note  of  Mr.  Ewing  of  the  2d  of  April,  transmitted 
to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  which  reached 
me  on  Saturday  last.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours, 
with  great  respect,  F.  MALLORY. 

Hon.  S.  Mason. 

Wasliington,  May  3,  1842. 
Sir:  I  received,  on  the  30th  April,  your  note  of  the 
9d,  addressed  to  me  under  cover  of  a  letter  to  the 
hon.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  to  which  I  should  have  re- 
sponded more  immediately  but  for  a  painful  indispo- 
sition, which  incapacitated  me  for  a  time.  Mr.  Ma- 
son, in  a  letter  accompanying  your  note,  refers  to  a 
reply  of  mine  to  an  interrogatory  of  the  hon  Mr. 
Stanly  upon  this  subject  on  the  IStli  March  last,  and 

nise  the 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

My  letter  of  the   11th  September  to  the  president 

of  the  United   States,  containing  my  resignation  of  [  expresses' the  expectation  that  I  will „   __,    ._. 

the  office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury,  lias  been  made  .  queslion  in  your  communication  as  having  been  put 
the  subject  of  much  comment.  It  was  my  purpose  ''by  the  proper  person  and  in  the  proper  manner."  1 
to  state  in  that  paper  as  clearly  and  briefly  as  I  might  certainly  admit  your  right  to  be  informed  as  to  the 
the  reasons  for  my  resignation,  and  especially  to  ex-  trulh  of  my  having  made  any  assertion  which  might 
plain  one  transaction  which,  unexplained,  involved,  i  affect  your  public  or  private  character;  and  the  man- 
as  1  thought,  my  personal  honor.     This  done,  I  felt   ner  in  which  that  request  was   made  by  you  must 

have  been  highly  exceptionable  indeed  to  have  pre- 
vented me  from  responding  to  a  question  in  which 
character  was  supposed  to  be  involved.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  reference  to  my  response  to  Mr. 
Stanly,  thus  made  by  your  friend,  was  designed  to 
imply  a  sense  of  injustice  towards  you  in  my  "refusal 
to  answer  Mr.  Stanly.  I  can  hardly  suppose  that 
an  inference  manifestly  so  unfair  was  intended,  and 
especially  as  your  note  contains  no  reference  tp  that 
alliiir.  My  course  was  certainly  governed  by  a  de- 
sire to  do  justice   to  all  of  the   parties  con 


that  1  had  done  all  that  the  occasion  required  of  me 
I  advanced  no  arguments  in  support  of  my  right  to 
make  the  publication;  for  it  seemed  to  me  that,  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  I  was  placed,  the  moral 
sense  of  all  men  would  not  only  unite  in  according 
me  the  right,  but  in  requiring  it  of  me  as  a  duty.  I 
adduced  no  proofs  of  the  facts  stated,  for  1  had  no 
reason  to  anticipate  a  denial. 

But  those  facts  have  since  been,  in  some  sor(,  denied, 
though  the  denial  has  not  till  recently,  come  from 
such  source,  and  reached  me  in  such  form  and  on 
such  authority,  as  enabled  nie  to  notice  it.     I  could  j  The  remarks  which  were  the  subject  of  inquiry  we 


not  reply  to  a  partisan  orator  who  should  attack 
or  defend  the  president  on  the  stump,  or  to  a  news- 
paper editor  who  should  do  the  like  in  his  columns. 
But  in  February  last,  while  in  Washington,  a  gen- 
tleman, not  a  member  of  either  house,  placed  in  my 
hands  a  newspaper,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
hon.  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  had,  in  a  public 
speech,  declared  that  he  was  authorised  by  the  pre- 
sident to  contradict  the  material  facts  set  forth  in 
my  letter  of  resignation.  1  had  no  wish  to  open  a 
correspondence  with  a  third  person  on  this  subject. 
I  was  unwilling  to  let  this  semi-official  denial  pass 
unnoticed;  and  it  was  not  sufficienliy  vouched  to  ena- 
ble me  to  treat  it  as  done  by  authority.  I  therefore 
requested  a  friend  (the  hon.  Mr.  Stanly),  on  the 


ade  during  the  last  autumn,  and  involved  an  issue  of 
fact  between  the  president  and  yourself.  They  were 
the  subject  of  comment  in  many  of  the  newspapers 
of  the  day.  You  had  possessed  all  the  facilities 
which  the  mail  affords  for  addressing  me  in  relation 
to  them,  and  you  were  in  Washington  for  weeks  dur- 
ing the  last  v/ inter,  where  1  was  at  all  times  accessi- 
ble. I  had  done  all  that  was  necessary,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  vindicate  the  president  against  your  attack 
by  referring  to  the  evidence  upon  which  1  relied;  and 
I  had  no  right  to  pursue  further  an  inquiry  affecting 
your  personal  character,  unless  you  yourself  desired 
the  authority  for  my  remarks.  And  whilst  I  did  not 
feel  justified  in  gratifying  the  curiosity  of  third  per- 
sons iu  relation  to  an  issue  of  fact  between  the  prosi- 


presume,  however,  it  was  some  paper  which  truly 
reported  my  remarks,  whose  substance  I  recollect, 
and  I  shall  answer  accordingly.  If  disposed  to  be 
captious,  I  might  require  first  to  know  whether  it  is 
only  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  friend  v.'ho  called 
your  attention  to  the  paragraph  that  I  am  requested 
to  answer  interrogatories  in  relation  to  it,  for  per- 
haps I  might  well  doubt  his  right  to  such  satisfaction. 
Such  an  inference  might  be  drawn  with  at  least 
enough  of  plausibility  to  justify  me  in  requiring  some 
explanations  before  I  answered  your  note,  unless  by 
possibility  you  may  mean  to  intimate  that,  at  the 
date  of  your  note,  (April  2,)  you  had  seen  for  the 
first  time',  through  the  agency  of  a  friend  more  watch- 
ful than  yourself,  a  paragraph  which  had  circulated 
extensively  through  the  union,  and  furnished  the  sub- 
ject of  much  comment  during  the  last  autumn  and 
winter.  But  I  waive  all  right  to  inquire  whether 
my  response  is  asked  for  the  satisfaction  of  yourself 
or  your  friend. 

In  reply,  then,  to  your  interrogatory,  I  say  that, 
durijig  the  last  autumn,  in  an  address  to  my  consti- 
tuents, I  did  declare  that  the  president  had  assured 
me  that  the  charges  of  falsehood  and  perfidy  which 
were  made  against  him  in  your  letter  of  resignation 
were  themselves  false;  and  I  did  this  to  vindicate  my 
own  support  of  a  man  who  was  charged  with  moral 
turpitude.  Well  knowing  that  the  president  could 
not  descend  to  a  personal  altercation  with  a  retiring 
member  of  his  cabinet,  who,  it  seemed  took  a  diffe- 
rent view  from  himself  of  the  confidence  imposed  by 
their  official  relations,  and  perceiving  the  impunity 
v^•ith  which  assertions  could  be  made  by  such  an  as- 
sailant, against  one  whose  hands  were  tied  by  his  duty 
to  the  nation,  and  whose  station  forbade  even  the 
right  of  self-defence,  I  called  upon  him  to  know  if  I 
might  not  at  least  say  that  his  silence  under  such 
charges  did  not  imply  assent  to  their  Iruth.  He  as- 
sured that  Ihey  were  false,  and  I  gave  that  authority 
to  my  constituents  for  denying  them  when,  in  their 
presence,  they  were  reiterated  against  him.  Pre- 
vented, as  the  president  was,  by  his  station  and  sense 
of  honor,  from  revealing  and  discussing  the  nature  of 
confidential  cabinet  councils,  it  was  at  least  fair  that, 
in  such  a  warfare,  he  should  have  the  full  advantage 
of  his  own  denial  of  these  charges,  amongst  a  people 
who  knew  him  personally,  and  respected  his  truth 
and  integrity.  It  was  my  reliance  in  his  character 
which  would  have  satisfied  me  of  his  innocence  in 
these  respects,  even  if  I  had  not  made  some  personal 
observation  of  circumstances  which  seemed  to  in- 
dicate that  there  was  at  least  a  wish  on  the  part  of 
certain  gentlemen  which  might  have  been  "father  to 
the  thought"  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  deceit  and 
treachery.  I  knew,  too,  that  the  deliberations  of  a 
cabinet,  between  whose  members  there  was  perfect 
confidence,  like  the  operations  of  the  human  mind  in 
the  process  by  which  opinion  is  matured,  might  be 
so  perverted  in  tfieir  report,  either  by  accident  or 
design,  as  to  seem  to  betray  vacillation  and  incon- 
sistency of  purpose,  n'hen  in  truth  deliberation  and 
a  comparison  of  opinions  were  the  very  objects  of 
the  meeting.  To  these  circumstances,  in  connexion 
with  the  declaration  upon  which  I  liave  been  ques- 
tioned, I  have  often  referred  in  the  defence,  as  I  be- 
lieve, of  an  injured  man;  nor  have  I  failed,  upon  all 
proper  occasions,  to  point  out  the  nature  of  a  con- 
teit  in  which  the  advantages  are  all  on  one  side,  in- 
asmuch as  there  is  every  opportunity  for  attack,  and 
none  for  defence. 

Believing  that  the  above  contains  a  full  answer  to 
the  queslion  propounded  in  your  note  of  the  2d  of 
April,  enclosed  to  me  in  the  hon.  Mr.  Mason's  letter 
of  the  30th,  1  am,  respectfully  yours, 

F.  MALLORY. 
The  Imn.  Thomas  Ewing,  of  Ohio. 
I  take  no  exception  whatever  to  the  course  which 
Mr.  Mallory  has  seen  fit  to  pui-sue  in  this  matter, 
and  I  can  have  no  controversy  with  him,  either  as  to 
fact  or  opinion.  It  is  the  <lenial  and  defence  of  Ihe 
president,  by  and  through  him,  which  alone  I  pro- 
pose to  consider  and  reply  to.  And  this  denial  does 
not  present  the  distinct  and  definite  issue  upon  antyor 
all  of  the  facts  contained  in  my  letter,  which  one 
who  is  desirous  of  establishing  the  truth  and  of  put- 
ting down  falsehood  would  choose  to  make  or  to 
meet.  The  president  says  that  "the  charges  of  false- 
hood and  perfidy  which  were  made  against  him  in 
your  [my]  letter  of  resignation  are  themselves  false." 
An  examination  of  that  letter  (which  1  here  repub- 
lish) will  show  that  it  nowhere  contains,  in  terms,  the 
charge  of  either  falsehood  or  perfidy.  If  the  charge 
be  found,  then  it  is  only  as  an  inference  from  a  very 
plain   and   simple   narrative  of    facts,   each   one  of 
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■which,  if  denied,  might  be  a  proper  subject  of  in- 
vestigation and  proof.  But  the  president  infers  the 
charge  of  "falsehood  and  perfidy"  aa;ainst  him  from 
those  facts,  and  then  avers  that  "the  char2;e  which  he 
has  so  inferred  is  itself  false,  vvittiout  direclty  deny- 
ing a  stiio-(f  fad,  or  the  aggregate  of  facts,  from  which 
such  charge,  in  his  opinion,  is  necessarily  infei-red. 


certain  present  for  our  own  or  any  man's  contingent 
future.  Our  course  was  consistent  and  our  reasons 
plain.  We  valued  our  stations  because  they  were 
honorable;  we  resigned  when  we  could  no  longer  re- 
tain them  without  dishonor. 

And  I  alone  of  the  retiring  members  of  the  cabi- 
net was  constrained  in  some  form  to  make  public  the 


But  the  inference  drawn  by  the  president  from  the  i  transaction.     I  conveyed  the  assurances  of  the  pre^ 


whole  transaction  detailed  in  that  letter  is  probably 
just.  I  can  by  no  means  accuse  him  of  characte- 
rizing in  terms  too  strong  its  bearing  upon  himself, 
if  all  that  is  therein  charged  be  true.  1  must  there- 
fore take  his  denial  of  the  inference  to  extend  to  some 
of  the  fads  from  which  it  is  drawn;  and,  as  I  am 
advised  what  particular  one  he  disputes,  I  am  con- 
strained to  consider  it  as  extending  to  all.  I  there- 
fore present  to  the  public  such  proofs  as  are  in  my 
possession  to  sustain  generally  the  statements  con- 
tained in  my  letter  of  resignation. 

And,  first,  I  publish  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
King,  of  Georgia,  (furnished  at  my  request),  to  show 
that  this  very  plan  of  a  fiscal  corporation  had  been 
considered  and  approved  by  the  president  many  days 
before  it  v/as  made  the  subject  of  cabinet  consulta- 
tion. This  statement  establishes  conclusively  what 
I  aver  in  my  letter,  namely,  that  the  important  pro- 
'   ch  gave  power  to   the  corporation  to  es- 


sident  to  Messrs.  Berrien  and  Sergeant,  and  spoke 
and  acted  upon  the  faith  of  those  as'surances,  which 
were  broken  almost  as  soon  as  made.  Had  1  re- 
signed silently,  /,or  those  gentlemen  who  confided  in 
my  representations,  must  have  been  implicated  in  a 
t  falsehood;  for  the  president,  in  his  veto  message,  in- 
directly denies  the  authority  under  which  I  acted. 
And  novv  his  adherents  have  the  front  io  say  that  I 
betray  his  confidence,  when  I  reaffirm  that  authority, 
and  state  the  circumstances  and  the  language  in 
which  it  was  given. 

I  deny  that  cabinet  consultations  are  entitled  to 
the  claim  of  absolute  secrecy,  for  which  the  presi- 
dent and  his  adherents  contend.  Matters  which  oc- 
cur there  ought  not  to  to  be  lightly  or  wantonly  ex- 
posed; but  on  sufficient  occasion  they  are  the  fit  sub- 
ject of  disclosure  and  comment.  It  has  been  the 
constant  practice,  for  the  last  two  hundred  years,  so 
to  deal  with  them  m  the  English  house  of  commons. 


tablish  agencies  in  the  states  without  their  consent  |  and,  that,  according  to  circumstances,  with  or 
was  not  a  new  conception — an  immature  thought  of  j  out  the  assent  of  the  king;  and  it  is  more  especially 
the  president's  on  the  day  when,  in  cabinet  council,  the  case  in  the  United  States,  where  the  president  is 
he  requested  Mr.  Webster  and  myself  to  get  a  bill  not  the  sovereign  or  entitled  to  allegiance.  If  I 
containing  that  principle  introduced  into  the  house,  need  refer  to  authority,  I  will  name  the  Anas  of  Mr. 
He  had  before  that  time  considered  and  approved  it.  Jefferson,  where  he  treats  what  occurred  in  cabinet 
I  publish  the  statements  of  Mr.  Berrien  and  Mr.  |  council  with  the  same  freedom  with  which  a  mem- 
Sergeant,  which  show  that  they  held,  on  the  18th  of,  ber  of  congress  treats  the  debates  in  the  house;  and 
August,  a  conversation  with  the  president  on  this  j  this,  too,  when  neither  the  public  welfare  nor  per- 
very  subject,  and  were  to  receive  a  written  commu- !  sonal  justice  demands  their  disclosure. 


nication  from  him  upon  it.  The  statement  of  Mr, 
Berrien  shows  that  Mr.  Webster  called  on  him  on 
the  same  day,  and  professed  to  give  to  him  orally 
what  the  president  had  promised  to  communicate  in 
writing;  and  that  iVIr.  Webster  then  gave  assurances 
as  to  the  future  acts  of  the  president  with  referen. 


Lancaster,  Ohio,  May  18,  1842. 


T.  EWING. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  KING. 

Wasliinglon,  September  13,  1841. 
Mt  dear  sir:    1  have  your  note  of  this  date,  in 


promissory 

the  chief  if  not  the  only  ground  of  objection  in  the 
mind  of  the  president,  and  I  understood  him  to  say 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  fiscal  agency  of  deposite, 
and  exchange,  and  that  a  bill  to  create  a  corporation 
ith  those  powers  would  meet  his  approbation.  On 
y  friend,  the 
Wm.  C.  Johnson,  of  what  I  understood  to  be  tlie 
president's  objection  to  the  bill  then  before  him,  and 


.„.,,.    1  „  ,  ■    u  ^  .      ,1  ,1  ^^^'^    utAK   mk:     1    ndve    your    I  oie  Ul    LI  lb    aaie,  in 

tlTLl  -".^f  "™'7l>'fh  a  man  of  truth  could  not ,  ,,hich  you  request  me  toLte  any  facts  known  to 
«he  vf  V    /  not  received  from  the  president    „,,  "as  to  the  origin  of  the  bill  to  create  a  fiscal  cor- 

he  JnH^JlfltT"  "*"f '^^•'="'  ■"  "y  ^t^-^'- 'l'^'  poration  of  the  United  States,  recently  returned  to 
^.nunf  rfh\T  r  '"'  ''"V^t"  o-  ^hc  State- '  fhc  house  of  representatives  by  the  president  wilh 
T,Trl,,^"'""Vf-'^  ^^'-  Sergeant  show,  his  objections;"'  and,  in  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  say 
=nH  L^fi  H  th"  '^°"'""^"''"  ""  ^\l  ^"Z  iV'  '^'='«.  s°°"  »<■'"  'f-^  bill  which  originated  in  the  se- 
Webster  assurances    given    them  by  Mr. ;  ^^^^  to  charter  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been 

i.,j   t' „„,  i,r  1,    ■  •  ■.■-  1  .i        .'laid  before  the  president,  it  was  currently  reported 

rJ^L,  r'^h  f ;  '"?""f  m"  "^'""p"?!^  ^^^}u  f  i  'hat  he  had  strong  objections  to  signing  it.-^  Feeling 
fer^whr^'  ^''''"■"'^"'^  °f  ^l<^''''l  ?<=  '  ^'"'iBad-^ueh  anxiety  for  the  success  of  the  measure,  at  the 
fZ'Ju  ,h  il.V^f  a"  '°°'',Pf'  '"  'he  cabinet '  request  of  some  of  my  friends  and  colleagues  I  call- 
council  on  the  8th  of  August  I  do  this,  that  by  a  ^d  on  the  president  to  express  the  hope  That  ihe  bill 
comparison  of  their  stalemens  with  mine,  side  by  „,  ^t  receive  his  approval.  From  what  was  said  in 
side,  the  public  may  see  how  luUy  and  entire.ly  they  j  to  its  provisions,  I  inferred  that  the  power  to 

susain    my  narrative  of  all  that   occurred  there  on       J^e   local  discounts  on   promissory  notes    fori 
that  day.* 

I  stated  in  my  letter  as  a  matter  of  information,  | 
nut  of  personal  knowledge,  that  afterthe  bill  to  in- 
corporate a  fiscal  corporation  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  f 
Sergeant,  and  before  it  was  reported  to  the  house,  it  { 

was  seen,  examined   and  approved  by  the  president.  |  returning  to  my  lodgings,  1  informed 
1  tiat  It  was  so,  1  Ana  not  and /iODi;  not  a  shadow  of  a  -—=---•■.       =    o.      _ 

doubt;  but,  as  it  did  not  take  place  in  my  presence, 

I  could  not  positively  aver  it.  Mr.  Bell  slates  that  j  orhiropVnion  in"reKar"d"'to  an'ins'titutlon'such'ali"'! 
Ill  our  conference  on  the  18th  the  president  express-  t  have  mentioned.  The  next  morning  Mr.  J.  and  my- 
eda  wish  to  see  and  examine  the  bill  after  it  should  ^elf  prepared  a  sketch  embracing  the  principles  and 
be  prepared  and  before  it  should  be  reported.     The  .  ^s  of  such  a  measure.     1  made  two  copies  of  it; 

statements  of  Messrs.  Berrien  and  bergeant  show  ,  o^e  1  handed  to  him,  the  other  I  carried  to  the  pre- 
that  a  copy  of  the  bill  was  accordingly  sent  by  Mr.  [  sident's.  We  examined  it  together,  and  it  met  his 
Sergeant  to  Mr.  Webster,  to  be  by  him  submitted  to  |  approbation.  The  hon.  Edward  Stanly  also  conver- 
the  president.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Sep-  ^gj  „it|,  him  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  authorised  to 
tember,  Mr.  Webster  informed  me  that  he  did  take]  ^gy  understood  him  in  the  same  way.  So  entirely 
a  copy  of  the  bill  fo  the  president,  who  exammed  it,  I  persuaded  was  I  that  the  measure  would  secure  the 
and,  alter  an  amendment  of  the  title  approved  it;  approval  of  the  president,  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
and  I  understand  that  he  stated  the  same  thmg  about  express  this  opinion  to  those  with  whom  1  conversed 
the  same  time  to  three  other  gentlemen,  members  of  [  „„  the  subject.  I  ascertained,  however,  that  the 
the  senate.  1  his  is  the  evidence  on  which  I  rest  my  „hig  members  of  congress  were  generally  opposed 
6e(ie/ ot  that  fact.  _  !  to  it,  and  not  willing  to  countenance  the  idea  of  any 

Independently  of  all  extrinsic  evidence,  it  would  new  measure,  hoping  and  believing  the  president 
require  sonie  credulity  to  believe  that  five  of  the  six  ^^^^^^  ^g^  the  bill  we  had  passed. 
members  of  the  cabinet  should  at  once  have  resigned  q„  the  following  day— the  Saturday,  I  think,  be- 
their  stations,  elevated  and  desirable  as  they  were,  f^re  the  first  veto— I  informed  the  president  that 
mthout  any  sufficient  cause.  It  is  much  more  reasona-  there  was  no  prospect  or  probability  of  passing  such 
ble  to  suppose  that  they  would  endure  too  much  than  ^  hill.  At  this  intelligence  he  expressed  much  re- 
too  little,  and  feign  an  apology  lor  retaining  rather  grgt.  Two  or  three  days  after  this  he  returned  to 
than  for  resigning  office.  And  who  so  seeks  for  any  ,  the  senate  the  bill  we  had  passed,  with  his  objec- 
other  motive  for  our  resignation  than  that  given  by  y^^^^  j^jj  message  was  understood  to  indicate  very 
ourselves  must  seek  in  vain.  It  cannot  be  sup- 'learly  that  the  power  to  make  local  discounts  form- 
posed  that  either  of  us  was  m  pursuit  of  higher  dig-|  ed  the  chief  ground  of  liis  objection  to  the  bill,  and 
nities,  or  that  we  were  willing  to  relinquish  our  own  i  to  convey  the  idea  that  such  a  measure  as  was  soon 
-~ — ■ after  brought  forward   in  the  house  of  representa- 

*NoTE  BY  THE  EDITOR.  It  was  the  intention  of  lives  would  be  approved  by  him.  This  was  in  ac- 
Mr.  Ewing  (as  the  reader  will  perceive)  to  have  have  cordance  with  my  own  opinion  from  what  had  pass- 
republished  here  the  last  year's  statements  of  Mr. :  ed  between  him  and  myself  The  v/higs  of  both 
Bell  and  Mr.  Badger,  as  well  as  his  own.  They  are  houses  immediately  took  the  necessary  steps  to  pre- 
to  be  seen  by  reference  to  pages  .33  and  53,  of  the  pare  such  a  measure  as  they  supposed  would  meet 
61st  volume  of  the  Register.  \  the  views  of  the  executive.     Several  members  from 


each  house  were  desired  to  act  as  a  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  nearly  as  practica- 
ble, the  opinions  of  the  president,  and  framing  a  bill 
It  possible,  which  would  receive  the  support  of  the 
party  m  congress,  be  approved  by  him,  and  meet  the 
just  expectations  of  the  country.  This  committee 
appointed  one  member  from  each  house  to  make  the 
necessary  inquiries.  The  information  which  was 
obtained  led  to  the  preparation  of  the  bill  which  was 
reported  to  the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr.  Ser 
geant,  and  passed  both  houses  without  amendments' 
under  the  full  impression,  as  I  believe,  on  the  part  of 
the  whig  members,  that  its  provisions  were  in  precise 
accordance  with  the  opinions  of  the  president.  You 
will,  therefore,  perceive  that  the  whig  party  in  con- 
gress, so  far  from  desiriug  to  act  precipitately,  or  to 
annoy,  vex,  or  "head"  the  president,  adopted 'every 
means  in  their  power  to  ascertain  what  his  opinions 
were,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  co-operate  with  him 
as  far  as  a  proper  regard  to  what  was  due  to  the  le- 
gislative and  executive  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment would  permit. 

There  are  other  circumstances  which  aided  in 
leading  me  to  the  opinion  that  the  president  would 
approve  the  bill;  but,  as  other  gentlemen  are  con- 
nected  with  them,  whom  it  has  not  been  in  my  pow- 
er to  consult,  I  forbear  to  mention  thera. 

I  am,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  servant,       THOMAS  BUTLER  KING. 

To  the  lion.  Thomas  Ewing. 

MEMORANDUM  BY  MR.  BERRIEN. 
I  comply  with  the  request  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Ewin" 
by  making  the  following  statement  of  facts:  "' 

When  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  fiscal 
agent,  which  had  been  reported  bv  Mr.  Clay,  had 
been  returned  with  the  veto  of  the  president,"!  was 
requested  to  unite  with  Mr.  Sergeant  in  preparing 
and  reporting  a  bill  to  establish  a  bank  on  the' basis 
of  the  project  submitted  to  the  senate  by  Mr.  Ewing 
or  such  other  bill  as  we  believed  could  become  a 
The  alternative  authority  was  given  express- 
ly with  a  view  to  enable  us  to  ascertain,  with  more 
precision  Ihan  was  found  in  the  veto  messa^-e  in 
what  particular  form  the  president  would  feel  autho- 
rised to  approve  such  a  bill,  and  the  whole  power 
was  conferred  and  received  in  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion to  the  executive,  and  from  an  earnest  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  majority  in  congress  to  co-operate 
with  the  president  in  the  adoption  of  some  fiscal 
agent  which  should  meet  the  wishes  and  the  wants 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Sergeant  and  I  waited  on  the 
president,  and,  at  my  request,  Mr.  W.  C.  Dawson 
accompanied  us.  * 

It  is  not  proposed  to  detail  the  particulars  of  the 
conversation  at  this  interview,  unless  it  shall  be  de- 
sired by  some  one  who  has  the  authority  of  the  pre- 
sident for  asking  it.  It  suffices  to  state  its  result. 
The  president,  referring  to  his  veto  message,  expres- 
sed himself  in  favor  of  a  fiscal  agent  divested  of  the 
discounting  power,  and  limited  to  dealing  in  bills  of 
exchange  other  than  those  drawn  by  one  citizen  of  a 
state  upon  another  citizen  of  the  same  state.  He  de- 
clared his  determination  to  confer  with  his  cabinet 
on  the  question  whether  the  assent  of  the  states 
ought  to  be  required  in  the  establishment  of  the 
agencies  to  be  employed  by  the  corporation,  and  al- 
so as  to  the  propriety  of  holding  wilh  us  that  infor- 
mal communication,  promising  to  inform  us  of  the 
result  by  a  note  to  be  sent  in  the  cour,se  of  the  day. 
In  the  course  of  the  same  day  Mr.  Webster  came  to 
the  capitol,  with  instructions,  as  he  stated,  to  com- 
municate to  me  verbally  the  determination  of  the 
president,  he  (the  president)  believing  that  that  mode 
of  communication  would  be  equally  acceptable  with 
the  written  one  which  had  been  promised.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  president  would  approve  a 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  fiscal  agency,  limited 
to  dealing  in  foreign  bills  of  exchange.  And  to  the 
question  whether  he  would  require  that  the  assent 
of  the  states  should  be  obtained  for  the  establishment 
of  the  agencies  to  be  employed  by  the  corporation 
he  answered  that  he  would  not.  He  suggested  the 
expediency  of  changing  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, which  was  acquiesced  in:  and  by  an  arrange- 
ment then  made  with  Mr.  Webster,  I  received  Mr. 
Ewing  and  .Mr.  Sergeant  at  my  lodgings  at  5  o'clock 
of  the  same  afternoon.  The  details  of  the  bill  sub- 
sequently introduced  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  were  then  and 
there  agreed  upon,  in  conformity  with  the  views  of 
the  president,  as  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster, and  repeated  by  Mr.  Ewing;  and  in  reply  to  the 
question,  also  proposed  to  Mr.  Ewing,  whether  the 
president  would  require  the  assent  of  the  states  to 
the  establishment  of  the  agencies,  he  (Mr.  Ewing) 
likewise  replied  in  the  negative.  The  sketch  thus 
arranged  was  committed  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  who  pre^ 
pared  from  it  the  bill  which  he  subsequently  intro- 
duced in  the  house  of  representatives,  a  copy  of 
which  was,  as  I  understood  from  Mr.  Sergeant  be- 
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fore  introducing  it,  sent  to  Mr.  Webster,  to  be  by  him 
submitted  to  the  president.  This  was  the  same  bill 
•which  subsequently  passed  both  houses  of  congress, 
and  which  was  returned  by  the  president  with  his 
second  veto.  J.  MACPHERSON  BERRIEN. 

MEMORANDUM  BY  MR.  SERGEANT. 
In  compliance  with  a  request  to  testify  what  I 
know  of  the  matter  embraced  in  the  above  statement 
by  Judge  Berrien,  I  have  carefully  examined  the 
same,  and  concur  with  him  in  every  part  of  it,  ex- 
cepting only  that  which  details  the  conversation  he 
had  with  Mr.  Webster.  The  rest  is  personally 
known  to  me;  but  not  having  been  present  at  the  in- 
terview between  Judge  Berrien  and  Mr.  Webster,  1 
cannot  speak  of  it  from  any  knowledge  of  my  own. 
1  well  remember,  however,  that  Judge  Berrien  told 
Die  what  had  passed  very  soon  after  he  had  seen  Mr. 
Webster,  (I  think  on  the  same  day,)  in  substance  as 
he  has  reduced  it  to  writing;  so  that  I  never  had  a 
doubt,  and  have  not  now,  of  his  correctness.  The 
conviction  is  confirmed  by  conversations  between 
Mr.  Webster  and  myself,  which  took  place  after  the 
meeting  with  Mr.  Ewing  referred  to  by  Judge  Ber- 
rien, and  before  I  moved  the  proposed  bill  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  These  conversations  were 
brief,  but  they  were  by  appointment  and  not  casual, 
■were  earnest  and  to  the  point;  so  that  I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  error  in  my  understanding  of  them  at 
the  time,  nor  in  my  recollection  since. 

I  desire  further  to  say,  as  I  can  do  with  unhesita- 
ting confidence,  that  my  sole  object  in  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, and,  I  believe,  the  object  generajly  of  those 
who  took  parfin  it,  was,  by  a  candid  ascertainment 
and  comparison  of  individual  views  and  mutual  ex- 
planations, fairly  obtained,  in  perfect  good  faith,  to 
endeavor  to  conciliate  opinion  and  agree  upon  a  mea- 
suru  which  could  become  a  law,  and  meet  the  pub- 
lic exigency.  So  far  as  I  can  know  or  believe,  there 
was  no  other  purpose  whatever. 

JOHN   SERGEANT. 
Philaddp)iia,  Mvember  2,  1841. 

THE  REVENUE  BIWi. 


otherwise  have  supplied,  and  which  would  have  [consideration.  In  ] -98,  the  revenues  from  customs 
been  (as  they  themselves  would  be  satisfied)  of  great  and  excises  being  inadequate,  a  law  was  passed,  d.- 
advantage  to  the  countrv.  The  house,  after  having  recting  a  valuation  of  property  and  negroes  m  the 
referred  the  subject  to  the  committee  on  manufac-  U.  States.  Before  adopting  this  scheme,  gentlemen 
tures,  it  was  but  too  apparent,  expected  also  some  had  better  examine  its  evils,  the  hordes  of  execu- 
actioii  from  thecoramittee  on  wavs  and  means.  This  live  appointments,  and  the  tremendous  executive 
committee  having  no  lime  to  collect  requisite  infor-  power  it  created,  and  its  constant  necessity  of  reva 
malion  applied  therefor  to  the  proper  executive  de-  luations.  The  officers  woiild  be  worse  than  the 
partment  The  committee  bavin-  gone  through  ]  frogs  of  Egypt;  they  would  be  found  m  every  man  s 
most  of  their  laborious  business  on  the  appropriation  j  bed-chamber, 
bills,  directed  their  chairman,  on  llth  February,  to    Since  the  commencement  of  this  go- 


MR.  FILLMORE'S  SPEECH. 
In  cotnmitlee  of  Uk  whole  house  oil  June  9,  1842. 
Mr.  Fillmore  arose  and  addressed  the  committee 
at  length.     He  regretted  that  the  limited  time  allovy- 
ed  to  the  committee  on  ways  and   means,  and  their 
necessary  devotion   to  the  details  of  the  bill   which 
they  had   reported,  had   precluded  the  possibility  of 
their  submitliiig  a  report  to  accompany  it,  and  which 
if  properly  prepared  would  have  been  far  more  satis- 
factory  to  the  house   than   any   brief  explanation 
which  he  was  capable  of  submitting.     Every  person 
must  admit  that  the  question  under  consideration  was 
one  of  the  greatest  magnitude  that  could  be  submit- 
ted to  the  American  congress  relating  to  our  domes- 
tic  affairs.     Nothing   but  the  question  of  war  and 
peace  could  be  of  more  importance  than  the  mode 
of  raising  the  requisite  revenue  to  carry  on   the  gov- 
ernment.    It  was  a  subject  so   complicated   in  its 
character,  that  he  was  satisfied,  no  man   could   ap- 
proach it  without  being  overwhelmed  with   its  de- 
tails.    He  regretted  that  neither  the  committee  or 
the  house  had  been  furnished  with  proper  and    au- 
thentic information  on  which   to  base  their  action 
Ten  years,  although  it  was  known  that  a  revision 
was  to  be  made,  had  been  sufliercd  to  elapse,  witli- 
•ut  steps  having  been  taken  by  congress  or  the  exe- 
cutive to  collect  well  authenticated    information  on 
which  to  base  their  future  legislation.    All  they  now 
have,  are  the  annual  reports  on  commerce  and  navi- 
gation,  showing  the  amounts  of  imports  and  exports, 
and  the  value  of  the  articles  at  the  custom    house, 
but  wholly  omitting  to  furnish  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cles in  the  markets  of  the  country,  and  what  amount 
was  produced  in  the  country,  all  of  which  was  indis- 
pensable  for  proceediag  correctly  in   revising   tlie 
system.     Ho    regretted  that   the   resolution    moved 
last  session  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  with 
authority  to  send  for  persons   and   papers  to  collect 
information  on    the  subject  had  not  been    adopted. 
How  much  better  was  the  course  pursued  by  Great 
Britain  of  having  a  eominiltce,  who  sent  for  practi- 
cal men  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  published 
their  evidence  to  the  country.     In  this  country  in  the 
confusion  of  debates  on  mere  theories  and    abstrac- 
tions, the  truth  is  wholly  lost  sight  of     He  regretted 
that  the  bouse  liad  withheld  from  the  able  committee, 
to  which  they  had  referred  the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures  some  important  powers  which  thi-y  ought  to 
have  been  invested  with  in  order  to  enable   them  to 
obtain  the  information  which  we  now  ought  to  have 
had  before  us.     But  with  all  those  discouragements 
that  coiiimiltec  had  collected  many  of  the  facts  use- 
ful to  this  house  and  country;  but  Mr.  F.  felt  the 
want  of  the  information  which  that  committee  might 


a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
from  whom  they  had  not  yet  then  received  the  infor- 
mation called  for.  Tbev  waited  in  expectation  from 
week  to  week  till  the  29th  March,  when  no  answer 
having  been  received,  and  viewing  the  pressure  on 
this  house,  and  apparently  some  complaint  from  the 
executive  department  because  the  committee  had 
not  acted,  they  directed  their  chairman  to  introduce 
a  resolution  into  the  house  calling  for  that  informa- 
tion, and  the  house  adopted  the  resolution  on  the 
a9lh  March.  No  answer  was  received  till  the  9th 
May;  and  thus  but  one  month  and  a  half  remained, 
before  it  was  necessary  for  final  action  to  consider  a 
ijuestion,  that  had  occupied  the  department,  possess- 
ing all  the  powers  that  it  did,  for  the  collection  and 
arrangement  of  the  details  of  this  subject,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session  in  December  to  the 
9th  May  last.  Mr.  F.  was  satisfied,  however,  that 
in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury,  the 
head  of  that  department  had  done  all  in  his  power 
to  forv.'ard  his  business,  and  mentioned  it  only  as  a 
justification  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
for  not  having  earlier  submitted  a  bill,  and  also,  as 
an  apology  for  the  defects  in  this  bill.  As  an  addi- 
tional apology  also  for  its  defects,  he  would  state 
that  the  secretary  had  not  communicated  to  them 
the  information  he  had  thus  been  five  months  in  col- 
lecting;—why,  he  knew  not;  perhaps  he  had  thought 
it  prudent  and  discreet  to  withhold  it. 

As  this  IS  a  revenue  bill  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
treasury,  he  would  be  disposed  to  consider  it  solely 
in  that  view.  The  first  consideration  is,  what  amount 
of  revenue  is  required  to  carry  on  this  government' 
for,  on  this  question    perhaps  would  depend  the  rate 
of  duty  imposed  on  every  article   in  the  bill.     He 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  accompanying  his  project  on 
page  3,  where  he  estimates  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  government  for  1842,  at  between  twenty-five  and 
,,,6,000,000,  and  the   amount  for  liabilities,   debts, 
and  redemption  of  treasury  notes,  at  about  7,000,000 
making  in   all  §33,822,000.     Then  followed 
the  secretary's  estimates   for   1843  and  '44,  making 
the  expenditures  for    the  three  years   #98,242,000. 
That  included    the  payment  of  treasury  notes  out- 
standing, and  the  debt  contracted  due  and  falling  due 
on   the   1st  January  two  years  hence.     During  the 
four  years   of  Mr.  Van    Buren's  administration,  the 
average    annual   expenditures,    independent  of   the 
public  debt  was  near  $28,000,000.     If  this  past  ex- 
perience aflbrdcd  a  guide  to  the  future,  they  might 
calculate  the  annual  expenses  hereafter  at  between 
27  and  28,000,000,  independent  of  the   amount  to  be 
raised  to  pay  the  public  debt  that  now  exists.     But 
intelligent  minds  had  made  calculations  and  divers 
estimates  of  the  probable  future  expenditures  were 
made  which  varied   from  18,000,000  to  $26,000,000; 
the  subject  must,  therefore,  be  to  a  great  extent  a 
matter  of  conjecture.     But  assuming  that  the  spirit 
of  retrenchment  in  this  house  should  be  carried  out, 
(though  he  regretted  its  destructive  operation  on  the 
institutions  of  the  country,)  he  was  willing  then  also 
to  assume   that  there  would  he  a  reduction  of  3    or 
4,000,000  for  .some  years  to  come,  and  if  so,  that  the 
expenditures  would  amount  to  only  23  or  24,000,000 
dollars,  exclusive  of  3,000,000  for  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  and  for  a  sinking  fund  for  its  redemp- 
tion. 

The  next  question  was  how  is  this  annual  5i27,U00,- 
000  to  be  supplied.'  The  8th  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution  grants  the  sole  power,  and 
it  is  in  the  following  words: 

"The  congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  but  all  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  Slates." 

We  had  three  modes  then,  and  three  modes  only; 
first,  by  "taxes;"  secondly,  by  "duties  or  imposts; 
thirdly,  by  "excises."  Now  which  of  these  would 
they  resort  to.'  One  they  had  to  resort  to;  there  was 
no  oilier  mode  by  which  the  treasury  could  bo  sup- 
plied. 

The  idea  of  a  direct  taxation,  suggested  when 
this  subject  was  last  considered  in  this  house,  by  a 
gentleman  from  S.  Carolina,  had  a  very  general  cir- 
culation in  this  country,  and  seemed  to  have  found 
much  favor  in  this  house,  as  ho  thought  without  due 


vernmcnt,  the  revenue  that  has  been 
collected,  has  been  as  follows:  To- 
tal amount  collected,     -         -         -     $913,000,000 
Of  which,  from  duties,         -        -  746,000,000 

excises,  -        -        -        22,000,000 

"        direct  taxation,  only,    -  12,000,000 

public  lands,      -        -        -       109,000,000 
"        dividends  and   bonuses   of 
the  United  States  Bank,        -        -        20,000,000 
(being   8,000,000   more   than  all    that  from   direct 
taxes.) 

Mr.  Rlietl  considered  the  millions  and  millions  col- 
lected by  the  post  office,  to  be  direct  taxation,  and 
inquired  if  that  was  included  in  his  estimates. 

Mr.  Fillmore  considered    the  post  office  as  a  sepa- 
rate department,  collecting  its  own   means  to  pay  its 
own  expenses;  there  had  been  some  small  amount, 
only  about  §1,500,000,  which  was  included  in  his  se- 
ond  and  third  items.     The  ordinary  revenues  of  the 


post  office  were  not  included.  Mr.  F.  referred  to 
these  facts  to  show  that  since  the  commencement  of 
government,  direct  taxation  had  not  been  thought 
the  proper  mode  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury. 
The  next  mode  was  by  excises.  Mr.  F.  had  heard 
very  intelligent  gentlemen  in  and  out  of  this  house, 
speak  of  this  as  an  eligible  mode.  Had  they  well 
considered  this  subject.  The  very  name  "excise" 
in  Great  Britain  had  long  been  odious  wherever  it 
had  been  exercised.  A  duly  in  the  shape  of  excise 
had  been  recommended  during  the  first  two  years  of 
the  government:  but  it  had  now  become  so  odious 
that  he  ventured  to  say  that  no  administration  would 
dare  to  impose  it.  A  report  was  made  by  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  recommending  the  imposition  of  ex- 
cises, and  calling  it  "internal  revenuel"  There  was 
a  great  deal  in  the  change  of  a  name,  especially 
when  that  name  had  become  so  odious. 

What  had  been  the  history  of  raising  revenue  by 
the  country  from  which  we  derived  our  institutions 
by  excises?  He  would  read  from  McCulloeh  a  sen- 
tence or  two  in  reference  to  the  question  and  the 
history  of  this  mode  of  raising  revenue  in  Great 
Britain.     McCulloeh,  says: 

"Excise,  the  name  given  to  the  duties  or  taxes 
laid  on  such  articles  as  are  produced  and  consumed 
at  home.  Customs  duties  are  those  laid  on  commo- 
dities when  imported  into  or  exported  from  a  coun- 
try." 

There  (continued  Mr.  F.)  was  the  distinction. 
One  was  the  duty  which  they  imposed  on  their  own 
manufactures  and  their  own  products.  One  conse- 
quence of  the  imposition  of  duties  of  this  kind  was, 
that  we  should  have  a  swarm  of  officers  pervading 
every  part  of  the  country  to  examine  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  any  article  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  a  duty  on  it.  Another  consequence 
was,  a  complication  in  legislation  on  the  subject.  If 
we  imposed  duties  on  goods  manufactured  by  our 
own  citizens,  we  prevented  them  from  coming  fairly 
into  the  markets  of  the  world,  without  the  duties 
were  refunded  when  exported.  The  consequence 
was,  at  every  port  there  had  to  he  an  examination  to 
see  whether  these  goods  had  paid  excise  duties. 
Another  consequence  was,  that  these  excise  duties 
were  often  evaded  by  the  producer.  The  utmost 
vigilance  the  government  could  exercise  wouhl  not 
prevent  frauds  even  where  the  population  was  so 
thick  as  in  Great  Britain.  But  when  they  came  to  a 
country  like  ours,  spreading  over  thousands  of  miles, 
every  body  must  see  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry 
intocilccla  law  imposing  excise  duties.  Another 
consequence  growing  out  of  these  excise  duties  in 
England  was,  that  the  legislation  in  that  country  had 
been  such  that  the  excise  duty  refunded  often  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  paid.  _ 

Take,  for  instance,  sugar  or  gl.ass  for  illustration. 
By  tlie  laws  of  Great  Britain  an  excise  duty  was  im- 
posed on  the  manufacture  of  glass,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  meet  the  eiti 
zens  of  other  countries  in  the  common  marketsof 
the  world,  the  amount  of  these  excise  duties  was 
provided  hy  law  to  be  refunded  when  the  glass  was 
exported.  It  so  happened  that  the  materials  of 
which  this  article  was  composed  were  such  as  that 
by  legislation,  it  was  said,  the  government  paid  three 
cents  per  lb.  to  the  exporter  of  glass  more  than 
what  he  paid  into  the  treasury  as  excise  duly,  there- 
by drawing  from  the  pockets  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  a  bounty  on  all  the  gla^s  exported  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  manufacturers.  Take  another  in- 
stance vrhicli  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  commit- 
tee, showiiig  what  must  be  the  consequence  of  re- 
sorting to  excises  for  supplying  the  treasury.  Some 
of  those  gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  the  refin- 
ing of  sugar  in  this  country  came  before  the  com- 
mittee and  represented  that  sugar  refiners  in  Great 
Britain  could  export  refined  sugar  and  sell  it  at  6 
cents  per  lb.,  while  the  cost  of  the  i-aw  article  was 
about  11  cents.  .Mr.  F.  hod  told  them  there  must  be 
some  mistake  about  it,  as  the  raw  article  cost  11 
cents  per  lb.  and  yet  the  refiners  in  London,  after 
exporting  it  across  the  ocean,  could  return  it  and 
sell  it  at  6  cents  per  lb.  But  there  was  an  explana- 
tion in  this,  growing  out  of  these  excise  laws.  By 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  a  certain  duty  was  im- 
posed on  sugar  and  molasses,  and  a  certain  amount 
of  drawback  was  allowed  on  all  that  was  exported. 
The  legislature  of  Great  Britam,  on  examination,  bad 
become  satisfied  that  the  amount  refunded  on  the  ex- 
ported article  greatly  exceeded  the  amount  received, 
and  therefore  changed  the  law,  directing  that  this 
sugar  should  be  imported  "in  bond,"  as  it  was  call- 
ed— that  the  importer  should  give  bond  that  it  was  to 
be  imported  only  for  the  purpose  of  refining,  and 
then  no  duty  should  be  paid  and  none  be  refunded. 
The  consequence  of  that  law  was,  that  it  broke 
down  one-half  of  the  sugar  refiners  in  London, 
thereby  confirming  the  supposition  that  the  amount 
of  drawbacks  paid  greatly  exceeded  the  amount  of 
duty  paid  on  tlie  raw  article.  Another  thing  that 
appeared  was,  that  in  refining  this  article  a  large 
amount  of  residuum  or  sugar-house  molasses  was  re- 
tained, and  those  who  had  introduced  the  raw  mate- 
rial for  the  purpose  of  refining  had  got  the  benefit  of 
selling  the  molasses  that  remained  without  paying  a 
duty  on  it. 

These  were  some  of  the  illustrations  growing  out 
of  attempting  legislation  for  raising  revenue  by  ex- 
cises. But  he  wanted  to  read  a  short  history  of 
these  excise  duties: 

"Excise  duties  were  introduced  into  England  by 
the  long  parliament  in  1643;  being  then  laid  on  the 
makers  and  verfders  of  ale,  beer,  cider,  and  perry. 
The  royalists  soon  after  followed  the  example  of  the 
republicans;  bolh  sides  declaring  that  the  excise 
should  be  continued  no  longer  than  the  termination 
of  the  war.  But  it  was  found  too  productive  a 
source  of  revenue  to  be  again  relinquished;  and  when 
the  nation  had  been  accustomed  to  it  for  a  few 
years,  the  parliament  declared,  in  1649,  that  the 
'impost  of  excise  was  the  most  easy  and  inditlerent 
levy  that  could  be  laid  upon  the  people.'  It  v/as 
placed  on  a  new  footing  at  the  restoration;  and  not- 
withstanding Mr.  Justice  Blaekstone  says  that  'from 
its  first  original  to  the  present  time  its  very  name 
has  been  odious  to  the  people  of  England,'  (Com. 
book,  i.  c.  3,)  It  has  continued  progressively  to  gain 
ground:  and  is  at  this  moment  imposed  on  a  variety 
of  most  important  articles,  and  furnishes  nearly  half 
the  entire  public  revenue  of  the  kingdom." 

These  duties  (continued  iVIr.  F.)  were  imposed  in 
that  country  because  by  imposts  and  direct  taxation 
they  had  exhausted  every  other  means  of  supplying 
the  treasury.  The  recent  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment showed  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  war  measure — to  tax  incomes  on  the  government. 

Those  who  might  think  that  the  treasury  could  be 
supplied  by  duties  on  excises  would  do  well  to  read 
the  report  made  by  Mr.  R.indolph,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  to  refcrtothe 
history  of  the  times  when  Pennsylvania  itself  was 
in  rebellion  against  this  law.  They  would  there 
find  tliat  R.\NDOLPii  stated  that  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting these  excise  duties  were  equal  to  about  35 
per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  collected.  Was  any 
person  prepared  boldly  to  come  forward  and  pro- 
pose to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury  by  the  im- 
position of  so  odious  a  tax  as  this,  to  be  collected  at 
so  enormous  an  expense.^  If  not,  what  then  follow- 
ed? We  had  but  one  other  resource,  but  one  other 
mode  by  v.'hich  the  wants  of  the  treasury  could  be 
supplied;  and  that  was,  by  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports, which  the  bill  now  before  them  proposed. 

Mr.  F.  trusted,  after  what  had  been  said  of  the 
objections  that  might  be  urged  against  direct  taxes 
or  excise  duties  for  supplying  the  wants  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  when  it  was  apparent  to  every  body  that 
this  was  the  only  remaining  mode;  and  we  had 
the  experience  of  fifty  years  to  show  that  out 
of  §9U0,U00,000  of  reve'nue  collected,  upwards  of 
S746,UtlO,UU(J  ol  il  had  been  collected  by  this  mode; 
that  no  iurther  argument  was  necessary  to  show 
that  this  was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  mode,  to  which 
they  ought  to  resort  for  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
treasury. 

The  next  question  presenting  itself,  then,  was, 
will  this  bill  supply  tlie  wants  of  the  treasury.''  "Is 
it  sufficient?"  Here  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 
stating,  for  the   information  of  the  house,  that   the 


bill  in  substance  was  the  project  as  received  from  question.  Unless  some  gentleman  could  show  that 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Although  the  com-  '  any  clause  could  be  altered  to  increase  the  amount, 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  liad 'changed  many  of  its  no  change  need  be  made  for  protection  or  otherwise, 
details,  sometimes  increasing  and  sometimes  dimin-  ,  It  was  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  protee- 
isliing  the  amount  of  the  duty,  as  they  thought  it !  tion.  If  they  could  not  resort  to  direct  taxation  or  to 
was  likely  to  produce  more  revenue,  aud  by  adding  i  excises  to  supply  tlie  treasury,  and  wanted  this  bill 
some  very  important  provisions  for  the  purpose  of  to  raise  no  more  than  to  supply  it,  then  it  v/as  a  re- 
supplying  the  statistics  for  legislation  hereafter,  yet  ,  venue  bill  and  a  revenue  bill  only, 
the  main  features  were  as  they  were  in  the  bill  re-  Although  that  was  the  view  he  was  disposed  to  take 
ceived  from  the  department.  lofthis  bill, and  althoughhewasdisposedtolistentoany 

He  believed  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  produ-  j  amendments  to  any  article  to  increase  the  amount,  yet 
ced  by  this  bill  would  be  about  the  same  as  would  be  I  it  might  be  well  toconsiderthesubjectwith  reference 
produced  by  the  bill  from  the  department.  What,  ,  to  the  incidental  protection  of  our  own  industry.  He 
then,  were  they  to  rely  on?  The  secretary  of  the  :  was  not  one  of  those  who  professed  to  be  indifferent 
treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  proba-  to  our  own  interests.  His  own  opinion  was  that  we 
bio  amount  to  be  derived  from  this  bill,  had  taken  had  better  take  care  of  ourselves;  and  while  he  would 
the  importations  of  1S40,  and  for  every  article  on  '  not  embarrass  trade  between  this  and  foreign  coun- 
which  he  proposed  a  duty  in  this  bill  had  carried  tries,  yet  if  by  legislation  an  advantage  was  to  be  given 
out  the  amount  of  duty.  The  aggregate  amount .  to  one  over  the  other,  he  preferred  his  own  country 
thus  estimated  was  J32, 603,335  27;  deducting  ex- ;  to  all  the  world.  In  reference  to  protection  he  ad- 
penses  of  collection  and  drawbai  ks,  $5,160,000,  it  mitted  that  duties  might  be  so  levied  for  protection 
left  a  nett  revenue  which  the  secretary  estimated  i  that,  if  carried  out,  the  consequence  must  be  prohi- 
from  his  bill  of  ^27,443,335.  !  bition  and  the  loss  of  revenue.     He  was  for  no  such 

Here  he  would  remark  that  the  secretary  had  '  protection  as  that.  He  had  no  disguise  of  his  senti- 
made  the  estimate  of  drawbacks  in  gross.  It  would  i  ments  on  the  subject.  He  believed  that  if  all  there- 
have  been  more  satisfactory  to  him  (Mr.  F.)  and  to  j  strictive  systems  were  done  away  with  here  and  in 
the  house  if  he  had  given  the  amount  of  exports  of ;  every  other  country,  and  they  could  confidently  rely 
each  article  on  which  drawbacics  were  allowed.  It ,  on  peace  and  the  endurance  of  peace,  that  would  be 
v.'ould,  besides  other  information,  show  them  whe-i  the  most  prosperous  and  happy  state;  they  would 
ther  articles  were  imported  merely  for  consumption  !  produce  what  they  could,  and  sell  it  where  they  could 
or  for  exportation.  He  doubted  not  but  the  house  i  buy  the  cheapest.  But  although  this  as  a  theory  was 
was  apprized  of  the  fact  that  all  goods  imported  be-  beautiful,  yet  when  they  came  to  reduce  it  to  prac- 
yond  a  certain  amount  were  lialjle  to  be  exported,  tice,  there  were  exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  most  inl- 
and when  exported,  the  amount  of  duty  which  they  1  portant  exceptions,  and  such  as  ought  not  to  escape 
paid  was  refunded   in  drawbacks.     Thus  il  was  that '  the  observations  of  any  man. 

they  might  have  importations  and  an  apparent  i  It  was  said  by  those  in  favor  of  free  trade  that  if 
amount  of  revenue  up  to  $50,000,000,  yet  when  j  they  imposed  a  duty  for  the  protection  of  manufac- 
they  looked  at  the  exportalions   and  drawbacks  re-  ;  tures,  they  gave  preference  to  those  engaged  in  man- 


funded,  the  amount  would  be  greatly  reduced 

Although  the  secretary  had  given  this  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  bill,  yet  he  (Sir.  F.)  was  satisfied,  on  a 
close  examination  of  the  bill,  that  it  could  not  be  re- 


ufactures  over  those  who  were  not.     This   was  not 
the  case.     No  preference  was  to  be  given  to  the  ma- 
nufacturer.    If,  by  levying  a  duty  on  cotton  cloth, 
the  manufacture  of  that  article  was  found  to  be  pro- 
lied  on.     In    the  first  place  he  was  prepared  to  con-    fi'^!^'^,  they  could  not  limit  the  number  to  be  engag- 
cede   that  the   secretary  had    taken  a  y'ear  when  the  i  ^^ 'n  it--not  only  A  and  B,bu    the    whole    alphabet 
,  ,.  u  1       lu  r„   <i.„  1.,..  oo     from  A  to  Z  might  engage  m  it,  and  the  competition 

importations  were  below  the  average  lor  the  last  se-  ,    ,        ,      °  ^  fu  .  ■.  u  v,         „ 

ven  years.  The  importations  in  1840  were  only  i  ^°"  <'  h«»  ^^  so  great  that  .t  would  be  no  more  pro- 
$107,000,000,  while  the  average  importations  for  the  i  ""^ble  than  any  other  business, 
seven  years  from  1834  to  1840,  inclusive,  were  j  It  was  said  that  this  protection  was  given  for  the 
$141,000,000;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  the  great  purpose  of  benefiting  those  engaged  in  manufactures, 
disparity  between  the  year  1840  and  the  average  of  He  wished  gentlemen  to  mark  the  diflference  between 
these  seven  years,  he  was  satisfied  that   the  secreta- !  protection  and  encouragement.     In   the    infancy  of 


ry's  bill  could  not  be  relied  on  to  produce  a  sufficient 
amount  of  revenue. 

One  great  reason  why  the  average  of  the  seven 
preceding  years  was  so  great,  and  so  much  above 
that  of  IS40,  was  in  consequence  of  the  excessive 
importations  of  1836,  they  being  in  that  year  nearly 
double  what  they  were  in  ordinary  circumstances. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  advert  to  the  causes  of  this; 
it  v/as  suHieient  to  say  that  it  was  a  fact.  One  cause 
jjrobably  was  the  great  destruction  of  property  by 
fire  in  New  York  ciiy,  all  of  which  had  to  be  sup- 
plied by  importations.  But,  in  1839,  the  amount 
was  also  nearly  doubled.  It  was  tliese  excessive 
importations  for  1836  and  1839  that  swelled  the  ave- 
rage amount  for  the  seven  years  above  what  they 
could  rely  on.  Another  reason  was,  that  during  all 
these  years  more  than  one-half  of  our  whole  amount 
of  importations  came  in  free.  During  a  great  part 
of  this  time  the  currency  of  the  country  was  greatly 
inflated,  prices  were  high,  and  there  were  strong  in- 
ducements for  importations  and  for  purchases.  This 
seemed  to  have  been  overlooked. 

He  therefore  concluded  that,  although  the  secre- 
tary had  taken  a  year  below  the  average  of  the  se- 
ven years  preceding,  yet  he  had  taken  a  higher 
amount  of  importations  than  they  could  rely  on 
when  they  came  to  impose  duties  on  all  articles  im- 
ported. He  believed  all  would  concede  that,  for 
the  present  and  probably  for  the  succeeding  year, 
there  must  necessarily  be  a  great  depression  in  trade, 
and  that  our  importations  must  necessarily  be  small. 
There  was  not  a  demand,  nor  could  there  be  until 
prosperity  was  restored,  for  the  consumption  of  fo- 
reign goods,  any  Xhing  in  1335,  183C,  or  1837,  not- 
withstanding. 

Then  they  might  conclude  that  this  bill  would  pro 


^  roductions  it  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  encou- 
rage the  production  of  necessary  articles.  Suppose 
salt  was  a  necessary  article,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  tlie  community  with  it  in  a  state  of  war,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  encourage  its  production, 
and  a  duty  was  laid  on  it  with  that  view,  was  it  laid 
in  reference  to  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  engaged 
in  its  manufacture  in  preference  to  any  other  portion 
of  the  community?  Not  at  all.  The  duty  was  laid 
on  it  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  its  production 
for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  community.  Every  one 
was  at  liberty  to  engage  in  its  production  or  manu- 
facture. He  did  not  pretend  to  say  when  it  was  pro- 
per to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  any  particular 
necessary  a  nicies,  but  there  were  tinic3  when  a  na- 
tion did  not  act  wisely  in  not  giving  protection  to 
necessary  articles  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them- 
selves in  case  of  war  independent  of  foreign  nations. 
He  did  not  say  what  they  were,  but  there  were  arti- 
cles of  food  and  clothing  so  indispensable  to  the  na- 
tion that  they  neglect  their  duty  to  the  country  if  in 
raising  revenue  ihey  did  not  encourage  the  produc- 
tion of  these  articles  for  the  purposeof  obtaining  them 
in  a  state  of  war  when  they  could  not  get  them  by 
commerce. 

This  provision  rests  (said  Mr.  F.)  precisely  on  the 
same  principle  as  your  annual  appropriations  for  an 
army  and  a  navy.  You  do  not  want  either  in  a  state 
of  profound  peace,  and  you  pour  out  your  millions 
every  year  to  keep  them  up,  and  to  increase  them, 
that  you  may  be  prepared  to  meet  an  enemy  when 
war  shall  come.  So  here  you  are  at  the  expense  of 
preserving  the  manufacture  of  necessary  articles, 
that,  when  war  comes,  you  may  be  able  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  country.  And  how  does  this  differ 
from  the  manner  in  which  we  all  act  in  the  every 


duce  something  like  427,000,000.     The  secretary  had  ,  day  concerns  of  life?     Do  we  not  all  consent  to  pay 
estimated  it  a  little  over.     Mr.   F.   thought  for  this  ,  the  rate  of  insurance  on   our  dwellings,  in  order_  to 
and  the  succeeding  year  it  must  be  a  little  below'that  |  provide  against  the  possible  occurrence  of  the 
amount;  but  for  a  series  of  years  it  might  be  about !  ing  consumed  by  file? 


Do' 


be- 
not  continue  to    pay 


be  satisfied    that   they 'could   only   calculate  on  the  i  ductions  of  an  article  of  necessity  to    be   ready  fo, 
amountof  revenue  to   be   produced  for  a  series  of ,  the  occurrence  of  war  vvhen  it  can  no  loerb 


nee  on  what  was  to  !  ported  from  abroad.  We  do  not  do  this  to  favor  one 
ar.  Assuming,  then,  j  more  than  another:  the  manufacture  of  the  article 
from  SaS.OOO.OOO  to    is  open  to  all:  we  protect  not  a  class  of  men,  but  an 


years,  and  not  with  any  confiden 

be  produced  for  any  single  year. 

that   this   bill   might   produce   from  S25,000,000  to  I ....  -r—  --  ■,.  .     ,,  ,    .         j       ,i,„,  ,v,„ 

27,000,000,  it  seemed  to  him  there  was  aA  end  of  the  |  article  of  consumption,  and  that   in   order  that  the 
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country  may  have  it  in  tlie  day  of  calamity.  We  are 
willing  to  add  a  little  from  year  to  year  to  our  bur- 
dens, in  order  that  we  may  have  within  ourselves, 
and  independent  of  any  foreign  power,  the  ability  to 
supply  our  own  wanl».  This,  then,  is  one  case  in 
which  it  is  proper  to  discriminate  in  the  imposition 
of  duties. 

But  there  is  yet  another  case — a  case  which  1  re- 
gret to  say  too  often  occurs,  and  which  is  the  effect 
of  self-interest  and  national  rivalry:  it  is  the  case 
where  foreign  legislation  is  so  conducted  as  to  ex- 
clude your  native  products  from  foreign  markets. 
Here  is  an  agricultural  community  occupying  one  of 
the  broadest  and  most  fertile  tracts  of  country  in  the 
world,  adapted  by  nature,  as  in  the  northern  states 
of  this  union,  for  the  production  of  breadstuffs.  The 
people  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  agricultural 
occupations,  and  thus  supplying  themselves  with 
whatever  they  want  from  other  countries.  But  Great 
Britain,  who  supplies  them  with  all  manufactures  of 
iron,  and  also  with  clothing  such  as  they  do  not  find 
it  convenient  to  make  for  themselves,  while  she  is 
willing  to  send  them  any  quantity  of  these  articles, 
refuses  utterly  to  take  any  one  of  their  agricultural 
products  in  return.  What  is  to  be  the  consequence? 
Must  they  continue  to  produce  grain,  only  to  rot  in 
their  barns,  while  at  the  same  time  they  have  to  pay 
specie  for  all  the  manufactures  they  import  from  En- 
gland? No,  sir;  no.  Here  arises  a  case  in  which  it 
is  the  duty  of  their  government  to  interpose;  andthe 
government  is  clearly  justified  in  meeting  restriction 
by  restriction,  not  in  any  spirit  of  resentment  or  ill- 
will.  Great  Britain  has  done  us  no  harm:  she  has 
but  exercised  a  natural  right,  a  sovereign  right,  which 
belongs  to  her  as  an  independent  nation.  We  pass 
countervailing  duties,  not  as  a  punishment,  not  as  an 
act  of  hostility,  but  merely  for  our  own  protection — 
merely  that  some  of  our  own  people,  who  had  raised 
corn  and  wheat  and  cattle,  may  be  able  to  make  their 
own  cloth,  and  provide  their  own  manufactures  of 
iron,  and  that  thus  there  may  be  a  home  market  for 
those  who  continue  to  raise  grain.  We  manifest  by 
this  no  enmity,  no  ill-will,  toward  Great  Britain. 
We  do  nothing  of  which  she  has  any  just  right  to 
complain.  We  only  create  and  preserve  a  market 
for  those  whose  products  she  refuses  to  receive.  Is 
there  any  thing  unjust  in  this?  It  seems  to  me  there 
is  not. 

These  are  (he  two  cases  in  which  we  may  legiti- 
mately legislate  in  the  way  of  protection,  viz:  to  pro- 
vide against  the  occurrence  of  a  state  of  war,  and  in 
peace  to  meet  the  restrictions  of  foreign  governments, 
and  to  secure  a  home  market  for  our  own  agricultu- 
rists. 

But  it  is  said  that  more  than  this  is  intended  by 
this  bill,  and  those  who  advocate  it.  Now  1  hold 
that  we  should  look  at  results  and  effects  rather  than 
at  any  intentions.  The  effect  certainly  is  to  encou- 
rage and  to  protect  home  raanufactyres.  If  you  lay 
a  duty  of  a  dollar  a  yard  on  cloth,  the  necessary  and 
natural  efl'ect  will  be  to  encourage,  so  far,  the  home 
manufacture  of  cloth.  The  result  is  inevitable,  whe- 
ther we  intend  it  or  not.  We  cannot  avoid  it  if  we 
would. 

These  are  my  views  on  the  subject  of  protective 
duties — that  they  are  passed  not  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  one  class  of  the  community  a  preference  over 
another  class,  but  merely  as  a  provision  beforehand 
against  a  state  of  war,  and  as  providing  a  home  mar- 
ket for  our  own  producers:  beyond  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  go;  and  I  would  do  this  only  while  exercis- 
ing our  clear  constitutional  right  to  levy  duties  for 
revenue. 

Yet,  in  the  laying  of  duties  for  revenue,  and  for 
revenue  alone,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all  that  discri- 
mination is  necessary.  If  you  impose  a  high  duty 
on  articles  of  small  bulk  and  great  comparative  va- 
lue, the  duty  cannot  be  collected.  What  duty  can 
you  collect  on  a  watch,  for  example,  or  on  the  mi- 
nute parts  of  watch  machinery?  They  can  so  readi- 
ly be  concealed  about  the  person,  and  in  various 
ways,  that  detection  is  impossible,  and  you  never  can 
prevent  smuggling  them.  Hence  on  very  small  and 
very  costly  articles  all  nations  have  concurred  in  ex- 
acting low  duties,  that  they  may  take  away  the  temp- 
tation to  evade  the  law.  Even  the  governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  both  of  whom  have  im- 
posed very  heavy  duties  for  revenue  as  well  as  for 
protection,  admit  diamonds  duly  free;  for  the  obvi- 
ous reason  that  they  are  so  small  and  precious,  that 
no  tax  can  be  collected  on  them;  no,  not  a  tax  of 
but  one  per  cent.  The  same  principle  applies  to 
jewelry  in  general  and  to  laces.  I  regret  that  it  is 
so.  Great  injustice  certainly  grows  out  of  it,  but 
that  is  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  case.  We  should 
prefer  taxing  articles  of  this  description  higher  than 
all  others,  lircause  they  are  articles  of  the  highest 
luxury,  and  those  who  consume  them  arc  best  able 
to  pay;  but  the  law  of  nature  is  paramount  to  all  hu- 
man legislation. 


There  is  a  further  reason  in  favor  of  discriminat- 
ing duties:  (and  herd  know  I  shall  have  many  sup- 
porters:) when  articles  are  the  produce  of  our  own 
country  we  cannot  impose  very  high  duties  upon 
them;  because,  if  we  do,  we  so  increase  their  value 
that  the  home  product  will  banish  them  entirely  from 
the  market,  and  the  duty,  being  prohibitory,  will 
yield  no  revenue.  It  will  operate  as  a  premium  on 
production,  and  the  government  will  get  nothing  from 
the  duty.  We  see  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  a 
very  strange  political  phenomenon:  it  is  the  leader  of 
the  Brilhh  house  of  commons  declaring  himself  in 
favor  of /ree  Iradt,  and  against  imposing  any  duty 
over  20  per  cent.  It  reminds  me  of  the  language  of 
Solomon,  who,  after  all  the  excesses  of  a  long  life  of 
pleasure,  cries  out  that  "all  is  vanity!"  [A  laugh.] 
Great  Britain  has  carried  the  protective  system  so 
far,  and  practised  it  so  long,  that  her  home  market  is 
fully  supplied,  and  now,  forsooth,  she  pretends  to 
great  merit  in  reducing  duties  which  cannot  be  col- 
lected. But  mark  the  caution  with  which  Sir  Robert 
Peel  speaks  of  the  duty  upon  sugar.  He  said  he 
would  not  explain  the  reason  of  the  duty  on  that  ar- 
ticle: the  reason  is  obvious  enough:  the  climate  of! 
England  is  too  cold  to  produce  the  sugar  beet;  it  does' 
not  therefore  come  in  competition  with  any  of  their 
own  products,  and  cannot  become  prohibitory;  so  it 
may  be  taxed  to  any  extent.  That  was  the  reason. 
If  you  look  at  their  official  report  you  will  see  that 
Great  Britain  in  1840  raised  the  sum  of  twenty-two 
millions  of  pounds  sterling,  being  more  than  half 
the  total  amount  of  her  revenue,  from  four  articles 
— wines,  tea,  tobacco,  and  sugar — not  one  of  which 
she  could  herself  produce.  Could  either  of  them 
have  been  produced  at  home,  does  any  one  believe 
that  her  people  would  submit  to  have  their  price 
raised  by  a  tax  of  ten  times  their  value?  Never.  It 
was  only  because  the  ministry  knew  that  the  articles 
could  not  be  raised  in  England,  and  that  the  vitiated 
taste  of  luxury  would  have  them  at  any  cost.  On 
this  principle  it  was  necessary  that  there  should  be 
a  discrimination  as  to  articles  of  home  production,  in 
order  that  the  duty  may  be  so  placed  that  while  it 
does  not  exclude  foreign  competition,  it  may  produce 
as  much  as  possible  to  the  government;  in  a  word, 
at  the  point  where  our  own  products,  and  those  from 
abroad  may  exist  together  in  the  same  market  and 
by  a  competition  produce  the  greatest  amount  of  re- 
venue and  the  lowest  cost  to  the  consumer.  It  is  a 
difficult  thing  in  practice  to  find  that  precise  point  in 
regard  to  each  article;  but  the  doctrine  is  theoretical- 
ly true — such  a  point  must  exist. 

I  therefore  conclude  that  no  duty  in  this  bill  is  too 
high,  looking  simply  to  the  results  to  the  treasury, 
unless  it  is  a  duty  on  an  article  of  home  manufacture, 
and  so  high  as  to  prohibit  importation.  If  it  can  be 
shown  that  there  are  any  such  duties,  then  I  go  for 
reducing  them  to  that  point  where  the  competition  of 
the  foreign  and  the  home  producer  shall  be  the  most 
perfect. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  here  inquired  whether  there  was 
no  duty  in  this  bill  so  high  as  comparatively  to  dimin- 
ish the  amount  of  revenue,  so  that  lowering  the  duty 
would  augment  the  result' 

Mr.  Fillmore.  It  is  possible  there  may  be:  if 
there  be,  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  such  is  the  fact,  I  say  again  that  1  go  for  reduc- 
tion— with  one  exception,  however:  I  will  not  so  re- 
duce any  duty  as  to  glut  the  market  with  the  foreign 
product  and  break  down  our  own  manufacture,  and 
then  compel  our  citizens  to  buy  all  from  abroad  at 
any  price  the  foreigner  chooses  to  demand:  that  I  am 
opposed  to;  but  I  go  for  fixing  the  duty  so  as  to  keep 
up  competition  and  keep  down  price;  the  other  plan 
must  end  in  raising  prices  greatly. 

As  an  additional  evidence  that  this  hill  is  to  be  con- 
sidered only  as  a  revenue  measure,  1  beg  leave  here  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  few  statisti- 
cal results.  They  are  results  merely,  as  I  shall  not 
detain  or  weary  the  committee  by  going  into  the  de-  1 
tails.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  amount 
of  duties  realized  under  the  act  of  1822  as  modi- 
fied by  the  compromise  act.  If  any  one  will  ex- 
amine the  amounts  received  from  the  customs 
since  the  first  reduction  by  the  compromise  act,  he 
will  find  that  never,  save  in  a  single  year,  (and  then 
for  peculiar  reasons;,  has  the  revenue  received  equal- 
led the  expenditures  of  the  government;  one  year, 
in  which  the  imports  were  very  unusually  large  and 
the  expenditures  unusually  small,  is  an  exception:  in 
all  the  other  years  the  customs  have  not  yielded  us 
enough  to  carry  on  the  government. 
In  1834  the  recpts.  were  16  mils,  the  expend.  18  mils. 

183.i  do.  19  do.  17  do. 

\mr,  do.  2.3  do.  29  do. 

ih:)7         do.  11  do.  :n  do. 

1838  do.  16  do.  31  do. 

1839  do.  23  do.  25  do. 

1840  do.  13  do.  22  do. 


Here  is  the  result  of  our  tcise  legislation  in  reduc- 
ing the  duties  on  imports!  It  shows  that,  during  the 
seven  years  of  reduction,  while  our  expenditures 
have  been  176  millions,  our  receipts  from  the  cus- 
toms were  but  122  millions;  leaving  a  deficit  of  53 
millions  of  dollars,  or  an  annual  average  short  of 
coming  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions.  I  conclude, 
from  a  view  of  these  facts,  that  our  great  diffi- 
culty will  be  found  to  be,  so  to  arrange  the  rate  of 
duty  as  to  obtain  the  largest  practicable  amount  of 
revenue. 

While  speaking  on  the  subject  of  protection,  there 
was  one  important  point  I  omitted  to  mention.  It  is 
this:  I  distinguish  between  government  encourage- 
ment to  begin  a  branch  of  industry  and  government 
protection  after  men  have  engaged  in  it.  In  the  first 
case,  the  act  of  the  government  is  voluntary  and 
spontaneous.  Before  holding  out  encouragement  to 
any  portion  of  a  community  to  engage  in  a  particu- 
lar pursuit  in  which  they  are  not  now  occupied,  the 
government  ought  well  to  consider  what  benefits  are 
likely  to  result  from  it;  the  benefits  should  enure  to 
the  entire  community  as  a  whole,  and  not  merely  to 
the  individuals  who  are  encouraged  to  embark  in  it. 
If  a  branch  of  industry  is  so  important  in  its  bear- 
ings on  the  public  wants  that  it  is  highly  important 
it  should  be  established  as  a  provision  against  a  state 
of  war,  then  as  the  strongest  advocates  of  free  trade 
themselves  admit,  the  government  may  legislate  with 
a  view  to  encourage  its  establishment.  But  after 
they  have  done  this,  and  after  the  people  have,  in 
consequence,  engaged  a  new  pursuit,  and  embarked 
their  capital,  time,  and  skill  it  it,  a  new  question 
arises,  viz:  whether  you  will,  by  your  subsequent  le- 
gislation, withdraw  your  protection,  and  strike  that 
branch  of  industry  to  the  ground?  Your  legislation  in 
the  first  instance,  is  free,  is  voluntary!  You  may  le- 
gislate, or  you  may  abstain;  but,  in  the  latter  case, 
the  public  faith  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  pledged;  the 
people  have  engaged,  at  your  invitation,  in  a  new 
pursuit;  you  encouraged  them  to  embark  in  it;  and, 
having  done  so,  you  are  under  an  implied  obligation 
not  to  hew  down  what  you  yourselves  incited  them 
to  build  up.  There  is  a  clear,  a  broad,  and  a  just 
distinction  between  protection  beforehand  and  pro- 
tection afterward.  - 

It  is  known  to  the  house  that  there  are  two  modes 
of  imposing  duties,  one  ad  valorem,  the  other  speci- 
fic: one  looking  to  value,  the  other  to  quantity  mere- 
ly. I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  feeling  which  has 
pervaded  the  community  ever  since  the  compromise 
act,  in  favor  of  ad  valorem  duties  as  the  preferable 
form  of  the  two.  Now  I  do  not  know,  and  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say,  how  far  prejudice  or  misconception  may 
operate  in  this  matter.  Probably  a  little  further  ex- 
amination of  the  subject  would  change  opinions  hasti- 
ly taken  up.  I  concede  that,  in  theory,  which  often 
holds  out  to  us  a  false  light, 

"That  leads  to  bewilder,  and  dazzles  to  blind," 

the  ad  valorem  mode  may  seem  to  be  the  best;  because 
it  may  be  argued  that  in  this  mode  the  duty  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  actual  value  of  thing  taxed,  which  is  the 
most  conformable  to  justice.  In  theory  it  seems  very 
plausible.  But  by  experience,  which,  after  all,  is  the 
best  teacher,  it  is  found  that  this  apparently  just 
mode  of  taxation  leads  to  the  most  dangerous  and 
the  most  mischievous  results.  If  gentlemen  will 
look  at  the  last  tariff  adopted  in  England,  they  will 
find  that  the  duties  were  made  specific  wherever  it 
was  possible  to  make  them  so.  And  why?  Why  was 
this  done  by  so  wise,  and  experienced,  and  cautious 
a  government'  Because  in  imposing  an  ad  vohrem 
duty  regard  is  always  had  to  the  cost  of  the  article 
abroad,  and  not  where  the  duly  is  paid.  It  may  be 
asked  why  is  this?  Why  not  calculate  the  duty  on 
the  value  of  the  article  where  imported?  Because  it 
is  found  impracticable.  There  are  diB'erent  qualities 
of  the  same  article,  and  men's  opinions  as  to  those 
qualities  are  always  found  to  differ.  Hence,  ad  valo- 
rem duties  cannot  be  made  uniform.  Thus,  a  gallon 
of  wine  imported  into  New  York  may  there  have 
one  value;  a  gallon  of  the  same  wine,  imported  into 
Charleston,  may  have  there  a  higher  or  a  lower  va- 
lue: It  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  And  if  the  duties  are 
to  be  levied  on  this  "home  valuation,"  as  it  is  called, 
the  duties  will  not  be  uniform,  as  the  constitution  re- 
quires them  to  be. 

To  avoid  this,  the  value  is  taken  as  in  the  foreign 
market  whence  the  article  is  imported,  or  where  it  is 
made;  to  which  is  added  the  freight  and  other  charges, 
save  insurance.  But  how  is  this  foreign  value  as- 
certained? First,  by  the  invoice,  which  ought  to  be 
the  best  evidence  possible;  but  every  one  must  see 
that  there  is  a  very  strong  temptation  to  the  produc- 
tion of  fraudulent  invoices;  and  such  is  human  na- 
ture that  experience  proves  the  temptation  often  to 
be  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  The  importer  is  sup- 
plied with  two  invoices:  one  in  which  the  real  valuo 
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of  the  goods  is  set  down,  another  in  which  they  are 
charged  far  below  the  true  amount.  The  latter  is 
produced  to  the  collector,  and  thus  the  revenue  is 
defrauded.  And  so  shamefully  common  has  this  be- 
come that  a  man  cannot  compete  in  this  branch  of 
business  without  committing  his  conscience  and  cha- 
racter; hence  it  has  fallen  chiefly  into  the  hands  of  a 
set  of  foreigners  who  thus  exclude  our  own  citizens 
from  the  honest  and  honorable  profits  which  their 
enterprise  would  otherwise  secure  to  them,  and 
drive  them  out  of  their  own  trade  in  their  own  mar- 
ket. 

There  remains,  then,  the  other  mode  of  levyingspe- 
cific  duties.  And  what  are  the  objections  urged  against 
it'  It  is  said,  first,  that  it  exacts  the  same  amount 
of  duty  on  the  same  quantity  of  goods,  whether  of  a 
poorer  or  a  better  quality.  And  on  this  point  an  ap- 
peal is  often  made  to  popular  prejudices.  I  admit 
that,  so  far  as  variation  in  value  is  concerned,  it  is 
necessary  that,  under  a  specific  duty,  the  same  tax 
is  paid  on  a  poor  article  as  on  one  more  valuable. 
But  is  there  no  compensation  for  this.'  There  cer- 
tainly is:  it  often  protects  the  poor  from  frauds.  And, 
what  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  country,  it  induces  the  importation  of  a  better 
article,  because  it  pays  no  more  duty  on  account  of  its 
increased  value. 

Another  objection  urged  against  specific  duties  is, 
that  the  duty  continues  at  one  fixed  rate,  while  the 
value  of  the  taxed  article  fluctuates  from  time  to 
tirtre,  either  in  consequence  of  the  investment  of  more 
capital,  or  of  improved  machinery  and  greater  slcitl 
in  its  manufacture.  By  this  means  a  duty  which, 
•when  first  laid,  might  be  very  proper,  in  process  of 
time  becomes  prohibitory.  As  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cle falls,  the  relative  amount  of  duty  increases,  and 
vice  versa. 

I  admit  that  there  is  something  in  this.  The  com- 
mittee felt  the  force  of  the  objection,  and  to  meet  it 
they  have  done  in  this  bill  what  never  was  done  be- 
fore: they  have  required  the  collectors  of  the  seve- 
ral ports  to  report  the  monthly  value  of  goods  im- 
ported, both  the  custom-house  value  and  the  whole- 
sale market  value.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
required  to  make  from  these  returns  a  monthly  ab- 
stract, and  to  publish  it  to  the  country;  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  he  is  required  to  ascertain  whether  any 
article  is  charged  thirty  per  cent,  above  the  market 
value,  and  to  report  the  fact  to  congress;  so  that, 
should  there  be  any  gross  inequality  growing  out  of  the 
specific  duty,  it  shall  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  con- 
gress and  of  the  country. 

We  have  been  induced  to  impose  specific  duties 
wherever  it  was  possible,  with  a  view  to  avoid  frauds. 
For  although  frauds  do  not  exist  to  any  thing  like 
the  extent  which  has  been  supposed,  yet  the  mere 
suspicion  and  general  persuasion  that  they  do,  is  near- 
ly as  bad  in  its  practical  result.  1  wish  that  the  citi- 
zens should  feel  entire  confidence  that  they  are  not 
paying  a  higher  duty  than  the  foreign  mercenary  who 
has  no  conscience  in  his  way. 

There  is  one  other  subject  on  which  it  is  proper  I 
should  say  a  few  words,  and  that  is  the  subject  of 
cash  duties.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  re- 
commended the  cash  system,  and  the  committee  has 
to  a  great  extent  adopted  his  recommendation. 

Every  one  will  see  that  this  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  consequence;  opinions  in  regard  to  its  effects 
are  widely  ditferent.  Some  say  that  its  operation 
will  be  highly  salutary  in  preventing  the  European 
manufacturer  from  getting  rid  of  his  surplus  stock 
by  throwing  it  into  our  auction  rooms,  while  he  is 
getting  a  credit  at  the  custom-house,  and  thus  injur- 
ing all  fair  trade.  My  own  opinion  is,  for  several 
reasons,  in  favor  of  adopting  the  system.  I  have 
looked  into  the  documents  and  records  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  discover  what  amount  has  been  lost  to  the 
treasury  from  the  effects  of  the  credit  plan;  and  I 
find  from  a  report  made  in  18;27-'28,  it  was  there  slat- 
ed at  seven  mitiions;  and  this,  I  think,  was  before  tiie 
efifects  of  the  great  revulsion  which  took  place  in 
1836-'37,  because  the  bonds  then  due  were  posponed 
by  congress.  By  giving  the  merchants  credit  on  their 
duties  the  treasury  had  lost  seven  millions.  And  why 
should  this  risk  be  run.'  Why  should  this  special  fa- 
vor be  extended  to  the  importing  merchant.' *  What 
right  has  he  to  claim  it'  Why  should  government 
run  the  risk  of  his  business  any  more  than  those  of 
another  man's?  There  can  be  no  reason,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  unless  it  is  our  policy  to  encourage  exces- 
sive importations;  and  this  is  a  policy  which  I,  for 
one,  cannot  approve.  I  think  our  importations  have 
been  vastly  too  great,  and  have  involved  us  in  a 
debt  which  presses  on  the  nation.  I  would  do  no- 
thing to  encourage  or  aggravate  such  a  condition  of 
things. 

But  I  am  in  favor  of  a  modified  warehousing  sys- 
tem. This  I  consider  as  the  true  substitute  for  the 
credit  system.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has 
not,  indeed,  made  any  recommendation  on  this  sub- 


ject, because,  as  he  states,  he  has  not  had  time  to 
examine  the  subject,  or  go  at  all  into  it.  He  leaves 
it  entirely  to  congress.  The  warehousing  plan  forms 
no  part  or  feature  of  his  projet,  and  therefore  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  have  not  considered  it  Iheir 
duty  to  enter  into  the  subject,  as  they  otherwise  would 
have  done. 

What  are  the  benefits  it  is  calculated  to  produce.' 
The  plan  has  been  adopted  in  Europe  for  many 
years.  Indeed  it  is  about  a  century  ago  since  the  first 
attempt  was  made  to  introduce  it  in  England  under 
the  administration  of  sir  Robert  Walpole;  but  so  great 
were  the  clamors  of  the  merchants,  who  had  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  defrauding  the  government  by 
obtaining  credit  on  their  bonds,  that  the  administra- 
tion was  finally  forced  to  abandon  the  scheme.  In- 
deed, Walpole  was  at  one  time  in  danger  of  losing 
his  life  in  a  mob  in  consequence  of  his  endeavors  to 
carry  it  through  parliament.  Since  then  it  never 
had  been  successfully  attempted  until  1803,  when  is 
was  adopted  by  the  British  government  and  has  been 
practised  ever  since.  I  have  here  a  synopsis  of  the 
acts  in  reference  to  it.  The  warehousing  system  is 
a  provision  for  lodging  imported  articles  in  ware- 
houses until  they  are  taken  out  and  used  for  home 
consumption,  when   the  duties  are  paid;  if  they  are 

i  re-exported  the  duty  is  remitted. 

I  Here  Mr.  F.  read  to  some  extent  from  McCulloch, 
giving  a  history  of  the  v/arehousing  system  as  prac- 
tised in  England,  as  follows: 

"W.\REHOusiNc  svsTEM.  By  this  system  is  meant 
the  provisions  made  for  lodging  imported  articles  in 
public  warehouses,  at  a  reasonable  rent,  without 
payment  of  the   duties   on   importation  till  they  be 

j  withdrawn  for  home  consump'ion.     If  re-exported, 

I  no  duty  is  ever  paid. 

I      "1.  Expediency  and  origin  of  Ihe  loarehousing  system. 

.  It  is  laid  down  by  Dr.  Smith,  in  one  of  his  justly  ce- 

]  lebrated   maxims    on   the    sul)ject   of  taxation,  that 

I  "every  tax  ought  to  be  levied  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  that  is  most  likely  to  be  convenient  for  the 

I  contributor  to  pay  it." — (  fVcallh  ofMitions,  vol.  iii. 
p.  363.)  No  one  can  doubt  the  soundness  of  this 
maxim;  and  yet  it  was  very  strangely  neglected,  down 
to  1803,  in  the  management  of  the  customs.  Pre- 
viously to  this  period,  the  duties  on  most  goods  im- 
ported had  either  to  be  paid  at  the  moment  of  their 
importation,  or  a  bond,  with  sufficient  security  for 
their  future  payment,  had  to  be  given  to  the  revenue 
officers.  The  hardship  and  inconvenience  of  such  a 
system  is  obvious.  It  was  often  very  difficult  to  find 
sureties;  and  the  merchant,  in  order  to  raise  funds  to 
pay  the  duties,  was  frequently  reduced  to  the  ruinous 
necessity  of  selling  his  goods  immediately  on  their 
arrival,  when,  perhaps,  the  market  was  already 
glutted.  Neither  was  this  the  only  inconvenience 
that  grew  out  of  this  system;  for  the  duties  having  to 
be  paid  all  at  once,  and  not  by  degrees  as  the  goods 
were  sold  for  consumption,  ttieir  price  was  raised  by 
the  amount  of  the  profit  on  the  capital  advanced  in 
payment  of  the  duties;  competition,  too,  was  dimin- 
ished in  consequence  of  the  greater  command  of  funds 
required  to  carry  on  trade  under  such  disadvantages; 
and  a  few  rich  individuals  were  enabled  to  monopo- 
lise the  importation  of  those  commodities  on  which 
heavy  duties  were  payable.  The  system  had,  besides, 
an  obvious  tendency  to  discourage  the  carrying  trade. 
It  prevented  this  country  from  becoming  an  entrepot 
for  foreign  products,  by  hindering  the  importation  of 
such  as  were  not  immediately  wanted  for  home  con- 
sumption; and  thus  tended  to  lessen  the  resort  of  fo- 
reigners to  our  markets,  inasmuch  as  it  rendered  it 
difficult,  or  rather  impossible,  for  them  to  complete 
an  assorted  cargo.  And  in  addition  to  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  difficulty  of  granting  a  really  equiva- 
lent drawback  to  the  exporters  of  such  commodities 
as  had  paid  duty,  opened  a  door  for  the  commission 
of  every  species  of  fraud. 

"But  these  disadvantages  and  drawbacks,  obvious 
as  they  may  now  appear,  did  not  attract  the  public 
attention  till  a  comparatively  late  period.  Sir  Rob- 
ert Walpole  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  who 
had  a  clear  perception  of  their  injurious  influence; 
and  it  was  the  principal  object  of  the  famous  pa-cise 
scheme,  proposed  by  him  in  1733,  to  oblige  the  impor- 
ters of  tobacco  and  wine  to  deposite  them  in  public 
warehouses;  relieving  them,  however,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  paying  the  duties  chargeable  on  them  till 
they  were  withdrawn  forborne  consumption. 

"No  doubt  can  now  remain  in  the  mind  of  anyone 
that  the  adoption  of  this  scheme  would  have  been  of 
the  greatest  advantage  to  the  commerce  and  industry 
of  the  country.  But  so  powerful  was  the  delusion 
generated  in  the  public  mind  with  respect  to  it,  that 
its  proposal  well  nigh  caused  a  rebellion.  Most  of 
the  merchants  of  the  day  had  availed  themselves  of 
the  facilities  which  the  existing  system  afforded  of 
defrauding  the  revenue;  and  they  dexterously  endea- 
vored to  thwart  the  success  of  a  scheme  which  would 
have  given  a  serious  check  to  such  practices,  by  mak- 


ing the  public  believe  that  it  would  be  fatal  to  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  efforts 
of  the  merchants  were  powerfully  seconded  by  the 
spirit  of  party,  which  then  ran  very  high.  The  po- 
tical  opponents  of  the  ministry,  anxious  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prejudice  them  in  the  public  estimation 
contended  that  the  scheme  was  only  the  first  step  to- 
wards the  introduction  of  such  a  universal  system  of 
excise  as  would  inevitably  prove  alike  subversive  of 
the  comfort  and  liberty  of  the  people.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  artful  misrepresentations,  the  most 
violent  clamors  were  every  where  excited  against  the 
scheme.  On  one  occasion  sir  Robert  Walpole  nar- 
rowly escaped  falling  a  sacrifice  to  the  ungovernable 
fury  of  the  mob,  which  beset  all  the  avenues  to  the 
house  of  commons;  and,  after  many  violent  and 
lengthened  debates,  the  scheme  was  ultimately  aban- 
doned." 

Thus  it  is  seen  (said  Mr.  F.)  that  the  scheme  has 
worked  well  in  England.  In  this  country  it  was  in- 
troduced in  1798,  perhaps  as  early  as  1791,  though 
of  that  I  am  not  sure,  and  has  been  in  use  ever  since 
in  reference  to  teas  and  some  other  articles. 

But  there  is  an  objection  urged  against  it  which,  if 
established,  is  like  to  be  fatal  to  it.  The  experience 
of  Great  Britain,  it  is  said,  has  proved  that  it  will 
not  do  to  establish  warehouses  in  all  the  small  ports 
of  the  kingdom,  and  they  have  therefore  selected  cer- 
tain of  the  greater  importing  towns  where  alone  the 
system  is  in  operation.  Now,  our  constitution  de- 
clares that  no  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  ports 
of  one  state  over  those  of  another  in  the  imposition 
of  duties,  which  must  be  uniform  throughout  the  U. 
States.  And  it  is  said  that  if  we  shall  pursue  the 
British  plan  of  establishing  warehouses  only  in  certain 
of  the  greater  seaports,  or  if  congress  shall  by  law 
authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  do  so,  it 
will,  in  effect,  be  giving  a  preference  to  those  ports, 
and  so  will  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  With 
all  due  deference  to  gentlemen  who  urge  this  consti- 
tutional objection,  to  me  it  does  not  seem  that  such 
a  consequence  will  follow.  We  have  the  system  now, 
in  regard  to  some  articles,  and  we  may  extend  it; 
and  if  we  do,  the  operation,  in  regard  to  the  small 
ports  and  the  large,  will  be  like  that  of  the  post  office 
system  in  regard  to  the  great  mail  routes  and  the 
small,  the  one  compensates  for  the  other. 

The  great  collections  at  New  Vork,  for  instance, 
will  supply  the  means  of  paying  for  the  system  in 
smaller  ports;  and  thus,  by  a  general  system,  the 
whole  country  will  collectively  be  benefitted.  No 
plan  seems  to  me  so  well  calculated  to  secure  the 
dues  of  the  government,  while  at  the  same  time  if 
extends  accommodation  to  the  merchant.  At  all 
events  I  am  in  favor  of  trying  it.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  involves  any  violation  of  the  constitution.  The 
object  of  that  provision  in  the  constitution  which  is 
said  to  prohibit  it  was  manifestly  to  prevent  a  pre- 
ference of  one  state  over  another,  by  exacting  less 
duties  in  the  ports  of  the  one  than  in  those  of  the 
other.  It  certainly  could  not  be  to  make  the  advan- 
tages of  every  port  in  the  United  States  equal;  nature 
herself  had  rendered  that  impossible.  The  intent 
was  to  guard  against  a  combination  of  some  of  the 
states  to  take  advantage  of  others;  to  prevent  the 
great  states  from  oppressing  the  smaller.  But  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  that.  I  am,  as  I  said,  in  favor 
of  trjing  the  plan.  Indeed,  it  will  be  unavoidable  if 
we  introduce  the  system  of  cash  duties.  It  might  be 
very  proper  to  make  some  difference  as  to  goods 
coming  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  but 
that  is  easily  arranged.  I  hope  the  committee  on 
commerce  will  report  us  a  bill  presenting  a  matured 
plan. 

When  I  say  that  this  bill  contains  nothing  of  it,  I 
do  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  there  is  not  here 
some  substitute  for  it.  The  bill  provides  that  when 
goods  are  imported  from  beyond  the  Cape  they  may 
remain  in  store  ninety  days  before  the  duties  are  ex- 
acted. 

Although  there  are  in  this  bill  some  other  subjects 
of  a  general  nature,  I  have  detained  the  committee 
so  long  that  I  will  not  now  go  further  into  its  provi- 
sions. 

I  must,  however,  before  concluding,  say  a  word  or 
two  touching  the  item  in  the  clause  now  under  con- 
sideration. 1  mean  the  article  of  wool.  Some  gen- 
tlemen will  probably  differ  from  the  views  of  the 
committee  on  this  subject.  There  seems  indeed  to 
have  been  some  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  in  regard  tj  it.  The  duty  before  has 
been  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  four  cents  per 
pound  on  wool  worth  eiglit  cents;  but  this  had  been 
gradually  coming  down  under  the  compromise  act. 

I  have  had  some  trouble  in  finding  the  amount  of 
importation  under  the  high  duty.  There  is  this  dif- 
ference between  wool  and  many  other  articles:  be- 
ing produced  not  in  one  or  twe  confined  spots  and  by 
comparatively  two  persons,  but  in  a  wide  spreading 
region  and  by  great  numbers  of  people,  far  separat- 
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ed  from  each  other,  there  can  be  no  comhinations 
and  conspiracies  to  keep  up  its  price.  Such  coinbi-: 
nations  not  only  may  bnt  do  exist  in  regard  to  other , 
things.  I  iiave  lately  heard  of  some  very  strange 
facts  on  that  subject.  I  have  found  that  the  iron 
makers  in  England  aeiree  to  regulate  the  quantity  of; 
iron  produced,  and  tiius  to  keep  up  its  price  to  a  cer- 
tain fixed  standard,  just  as  the  proprietors  of  our 
steamboats,  in  some  places,  agree  to  run  only  so 
many  boats. 

If  it  is  found  that  there  is  a  surplus  number  of 
forges,  the  proprietors  get  together  and  make  a  de- 
cree that  only  a  certain  set  quantity  of  iron  shall  be 
produced;  and  this  is  either  distributed  pro  ra'.a' 
among  all  the  forges,  or  some  of  the  forges  are  sus- 
pended from  working.  Nay,  I  have  heard  what  is 
still  more  extraordinary.  In  Sweden  the  govern- 
ment annually  regulates  the  amount  of  iron  produced 
in  the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  principle;  and 
also  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  forests  being  too 
much  invaded  for  the  manufacture  of  charcoal;  and 
the  proprietors  quietly  submit  to  the  regulation. 

The  same  thing  can  at  any  time  be  accomplished 
■where  there  are  but  few  engaged  in  the  same  branch 
of  work,  and  where  they  are  concentrated  into  a 
narrow  space;  but  this  cannot  be  the  case  in  regard 
to  v/ool.  Its  product  is  spread  over  different  states; 
there  is  and  can  be  no  combination:  the  price  of  the 
article  is  regulated  by  the  fixed  laws  of  demand  and 
supply,  and  hy  these  alone.  We  should  be  careful 
to  put  the  duty  as  higii  as  we  can,  so  as  not  to  be 
prohibitory.  We  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
combinations. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  tables  before  him  which  exhi- 
bited some  strange  results.  The  reporter  caught  the 
following  as  Mr.  F.  read:  In  1C31,  live  millions  of 
pounds  were  imported;  next  year,  but  four  millions; 
in  1S33,  less  than  one  million;  the  year  following, 
only  half  a  million;  then  1,700,000;  then  1,600,000; 
and,  in  1838,  488,000  pounds.  From  that  time  the 
amount  had  liecn  pretty  uniformly  half  a  million  of 
pounds.  The  tables  did  not  show  how  much  of  this 
had  been  exported:  but,  on  the  whole,  judging  from 
the  diminished  result  of  importation,  the  committee 
had  concluded  to  reduce  the  iid  rolorcm  duty  to  30 
per  cent,  and  the  specific  duty  to  four  cents,  as  in 
1832.  Tossibly  tl  ey  had  gone  too  high;  but,  if  he 
could  be  satisfied  that  they  could  go  higher  still,  and 
not  render  the  duty  prohibitory,  ho  waa  ready  to  do 
it.  It  was  due  to  the  producer  that  the  highest  duty 
should  be  imposed  which  could  be  realized,  so  as  not 
to  injure  the  manufacturer;  but  he  warned  gentle- 
men not  to  put  it  so  high  that  the  manufacturer  could 
not  buy;  because  this  would  break  up  the  manufac- 
turer not  only,  but  in  the  end  destroy  the  wool-grow- 
er too,  by  destroying  his  market.  The  exact  point 
might  be  hard  to  find;  but  probably  the  experienced 
and  judicious  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Evcretl) 
might  aid  them  in   settling  what  the  duty  should  be. 

Mr.  F.  concluded  with  a  modest  apology  for  the 
time  consumed  by  the  above  luBiinous  anil  able  ex- 
pose, which  he  characterised  as  a  very  imperfect  at- 
tempt at  the  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  on  him. 


evening  excepting  the  returns  to  the  2Bth  congress, 
was  reconsidered  and  non-concurred  in  by  a  vote  of 
25  to  22.  This  left  the  second  section  where  it  was 
when  the  bill  came  from  the  house,  and  various  ef- 
forts were  made  to  amend  the  second  section. 

Mr.  .iUen  proposed  his  amendment  before  submit- 
ted, and  it  was  again  rejected.  Mr.  Benton^s  was 
carried  a_ second  time  by  yeas  30,  nays  16. 

IMr.  L?nH  moved  to  except  Missouri  from  tiie  ope- 
rations of  the  second  section.     Mr.  TViUkrr,  proposed  [  morials  slate  that  there  is  not  sufficient  specie  in  the 
Mississippi  also.     Mr.  Berrien   proposed  Georgia. —  |  country  for  the  purposes  of  active  circulation  among 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Connecticut.     Mr.  JVU- '  the  business  community,  and  insist  that  it    ought  to 


Also,  sixteen  memorials  from  the  tailors  of  Phila- 
delphia city  and  county,  complaining  that  the  com- 
petition of  foreigners  in  the  article  of  ready-made 
clothing  is  destructive  to  their  business.  They  ask 
that  50  per  centum  duly  be  imposed  on  ready-made 
clothing,  and  that  less  will  not  protect  their  interests. 

Also,  four  memorials,  which  Mr.  B.  acknowledg- 
ed himself  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  to  v/hat  com- 
mittee they  should  be  properly  referred.     The  me- 


Imms  named  Maine 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  should  oppose  these  amend- 
ments in  order  to  make  the  law  equal.  If  certain 
states  were  to  be  made  exceptions,  the  effect  would 
be  unjust.     The  amendment  was  rejected,  24  to  22. 

Mr.  Wdlker  proposed  an  amendment  that  the  states 
now  electing  by  general  ticket  should  be  an  excep- 
tion. The  yeas  and  nays  v,'ere  called,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  lost  by  a  tie  vote,  23  to  23 


be  increased.  They  suggest  that  the  government  is- 
sue two  hundred  millions  of  stock,  to  be  divided 
among  the  states  according  to  their  population,  based 
on  the  public  lands;  and  that  a  sufficient  tariff  be 
adopted  to  secure  with  rigorous  promptness  and 
punctuality  the  interest. 

Also,  from  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  stating 
that  a  large  number  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army  of  General   Wayne  were  still  living,  and 


iSIr.  Benton  and  Mr.  IVooithnry  followed  with  amend-  j  many  in  indigent  circumstances,  many  of  v.hom  had 


mcnts,  all  bearing  upon  the  same  principle  of  makin 
exceptions  to  the  bill. 

Amendments  were  offered  until  half  past  three 
o'clock,  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  an  engross- 
ment by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,    Crafts,    Evans,   Graham, 


never  been  remunerated  for  thir  services.  The  me- 
morialists asked   that  relief  be  granted  by  congress. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Montgomery  county,  in  the 
same  state,  asking  that  such  a  tariff  may  be  imposed 
as  will  afford  protection. 

Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  Montgomery  county, 
Pennsylvania,  complaing  of  the  compromise  act,  and 


Henderson,    Huntington,   Kerr,  JMangum,    Merrick,  ;  asking  that  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country  may 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Simmons,  \  be  properly  protected. 

Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  I      Mr.  Benton  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  senate  to 
White,  Woodbridge — 27.  j  take  up  the  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Berrien,  Bu- j  which  being  granted,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
chanan,Calhoun,Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRo- I  King  and  Mr.  Seiner, 

berts, Rives, Sevier, Smith, ofConn.,Tappan, Walker,  |      Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  if  the  principles  of  the 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 21.    bill  were  settled,  then  the  details  might  be  looked  to. 

The  senate  adjourned.  He  would  suggest  that  the  details  of  the  bill  be  pass- 

Ju.vE  10.  The  vote  on  the  engrossment  of  the  '  ed  over  informally  until  to-morrow,  whe.T  he  would 
apportionment  bill  was  reconsidered  by  a  vote  of  ,  iti  the  mean  time  turn  his  attention  to  the  bill.  The 
26  to  18.     A  motion  was  then  made    to    reconsider  t  suggestion  was  adopted. 

the  proviso  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  "that  |  The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Silas 
each  district  should  contain  as  nearly  as  may  be  an  ,  Deane  was  then  taken  up,  and  after  having  been  sup- 
equal  number  of  inhabitants  to  be  represented."  'ported  with  great  earnestness  by  Messrs.  Phelps, 
I  On  this  motion  a  very  animated  and  long  debate  i  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Berrien  and  Tappan,  and  op- 
'  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Benton,  TaUmadge,  King,  posed  with  equal  warmth  by  Messrs.  .VcRoberls, 
Walker,  H'oodhary,  Bayard,  Simmons,  iriiite,  CutU-  i  Henderson  and  King,  the  bill  was  amended  and  or- 
berl,Mlen,  Archer,  Rives,  Wright,  and  others  par- j  dered  to  be  engrossed, 
ticipated.  I      The  senate  having  been  engaged  on  this  bill  until 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion,  and  decid- j  20  minutes  before  4  o'clock,  went  into  executive 
ed  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  25,  nays  20.  session,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  adjourned. 

Mr.  King  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  I  Jume  14.  Mr.  Conrad  offered  the  following  reso- 
adding:  |  lution,  which  lies  over: 

Provided,  That  each  district  shall  contain  as  near  1  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
as  may  be  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants  to  be  re-  j  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate,  as  far  as 
presented,  not  differing  in  any  case  more  than  5,000.  i  may  be  deemed  compatible  with  the  public  interests, 

This  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  19,  nays  24.  !  what  measures,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  obtain  the 
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June  9.  Two  memorials  remonstrating  against 
the  proposed  reduction  of  the  navy  were  presented, 
by  Messrs.  Tallmadge  and  .ircker. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  presented  memorials  from  Montgo- 
mery, Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  any  tariff 
act  like  that  of  1833,  and  praying  for  such  a  revision 
of  the  tariff  as  will  secure  adequate  protection  to  ihe 
homo  industry  of  the  country. 

A  bill  was  reported  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  regulating  the  pay  and  appointment  of  engi- 
neers employed  lu  the  naval  service. 

The  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  Silas 
Deane,  was  taken  up  and  discussed  by  Messrs.  Phelps 
of  Vermont,  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  Sturgeon,  Young, 
Sevier  and  other  senators,  and  then  was  informally 
laid  over  fur  another  day. 

The  apportionment  bill  was  then  resumed  in  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  jHlen  rjfovcd  an  amendment,  that  single  dis- 
tricts shall  be  made  in  counties  and  cities,  where  the 
Iaw3  of  the  state  do  not  order  otherwise.  This  amend- 
ment was  lost,  27  to  19  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Benton  made  a  speech  followed  by  an  amend- 
ment, to  the  ellcct  that  the  districts  contemplated  in 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  consist  as  nearly  as 
possible  of  the  same  number  of  voters.  Carried  by 
a  vote  of  30  to  10. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate  with 
amendments.  The  amendment  in  regard  to  the  ratio 
was  agreed  to,  every  70,680  electing  a  represen'.alive, 
and  the  fractional  system  prevailing. 

The  au)Oiidmcnt  of  Mr.  Z,imi  concurred  in   last 


Various  amendments  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Ben' 
Ion,  Walker,  Allen,  Young,  and  others,  pretty  much 
the  same  in  substance  as  those  before  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Biic/wnaii  made  an  appeal  to  the  senators  to 
allow  the  bill  to  be  passed. 

The   question   was   then   taken   on   ordering   the 


recognition  by  the  Mexican  government  of  such 
claims  of  American  citizens  as  were  laid  before  the 
late  joint  commission,  but  not  acted  on  by  it,  and  the 
satisfaction  of  such  claims  as  were  admitted  by  said 
commission;  also,  whether  any  facts  have  come  to 
his  knowledge,  calculated  to  induce  a  belief  that  any 
claims  have  been  rejected  in  consequence  of  the  evi- 


amendmcnts  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third   dence  thereof  having  been   withheld  by  the  Mexican 


time,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  ("Faffar  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aicher,  Barr.iw,  Cale«,  Bayard, 
f'hoale,  Conr.ul,  Crafis,  Evnns,  Graham,  llnntinnion, 
K.-rr,  Manguni,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps, 
Por;cr,  Preston,  Simmons,  Saiilh,  nf  lud.  .Sprasfue,  Siur- 
genn.  Tallmndse,  White,  Woodbriilge— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Baahv,  Ben'on,  Berrien,  Bu- 
cli.in^in,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  ICing,  Linn,  McRoberi.s, 
Rives,  Smith,  of  Gnnn.  Tapi);in,  Walker,  Wilao.x,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury,  Wright,  Younij- 19. 

So  the  apportionment  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  house. 

And  then  the  senate,  at  a  quarter  past  6  o'clock 
P.  M.  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

•June  13.  The  president  of  the  senate  laid  before 
the  body  a  communication  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  2.1  March,  transmitting  documents. 

i\lr.  Wbodburij  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
hon.  Leonurd  Wilcox,  senator  elect  from  the  state  of 
Now  Hampshire  in  the  place  of  the  hon.  Fr.tnklin 
Pierce,  resigned.  Mr.  iVilcox  was  again  qualified  as 
elected  by  the  legislature. 

The  following  mcmoriaU  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred: 

Mr.  Bucliannn,  from  publishers  and  booksellers 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  a  duty  may 
be  laid  on  foreign  books.  The  memorialists  come 
out  in  pretty  strong  terms  against  the  ado|Uion  of  any 
international  copy-right;  the  argument  he  thought 
coni'lusivo  ill  support  of  their  views.  Mr.  B.  was 
happy  to  learn  that  the  opinion  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee was  unanimous  against  the  measure. 


ment,  its  officers  or  agents.' 

Mr.  Benton  asked  the  senate  to  take  up  the  bill  for 
the  armed  occupation  of  Florida;  which  motion  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  Messrs.  .McRoberls  and  Sinitk 
moved  various  amendments  which  were  discussed 
and  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  finally  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  as  passed  by  the 
house  was  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Evans  taken  up  for 
consideration.  The  senate  committee  of  finance  had 
reported  it  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing proviso: 

'TJiat  until  olherwise  ordered  by  congress,  no 
part  of  this  or  any  future  or  existing  appropropria- 
tions  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  officers 
in  the  navy  appointed  after  this  date  beyond  the  num- 
ber in  each  grade  on  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  and 
that  the  excess  now  in  the  service  beyond  that  num- 
ber shall  be  reduced  as  fast  as  deaths,  resignations 
and  promotions  will  permit. 

AJr.  Evans  deemed  this  proviso  to  be  inap])ropriate 
in  an  appropriation  bill.  The  proviso  caine  from 
the  wrong  source.  The  nu.niber  of  officers  of  1341 
had  not  been  recommended  as  the  proper  number  for 
the  navy  now,  by  any  committee  of  congress,  by  the 
executive,  or  by  any  body.  The  senate  had  passed 
Its  sentence  on  it,  when  it  acted  on  the  promotions. 
If  adopted,  all  promotions  would  cease,  it  v,ould  be 
disastrous  to  the  navy  and  to  the  hopes  of  its  gallant 
officers.  If  promotions  were  found  to  be  too  rapid, 
the  senate  could  correct  it. 

Mr.  ff'illiani';  said  that  promotions  had  been  going 
on  until  they  now  reached  a  point  that  attr^ictcd  the 
attention  oi'  one  branch  of  congress.  He  thought  it 
lime  to  check  this  system.    In  the  year  1841,  the 
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niimber  of  captains  was  55,  and  55  commandants. 
These  offirers  had  been  increased  so  rapidly  tliat  the 
house,  wns  of  opinion  that  they  had  been  extended  far 
beyond  what  the  necessity  of  the  service  required. 
Tlie  increase  had  been  so  altogelher  out  of  propor- 
tion with  the  increase  of  the  sliips  thai  the  people 
had  taken  the  alarm.  Tn  the  year  1S20,  they  had 
34  captains,  22  commandants,  202  lieutenants,  and 
47  surgeons;  at  the  same  time  they  had  four  ships  of 
the  line,  5  frisates,  12  sloops,  13  schooners,  and  1 
steamer.  At  "the  present  time,  we  had  the  same 
number  as  in  1820,  while  the  captains  were  increas- 
ed from  34  to  68;  number  of  commandants  mcreased 
in  the  like  ratio,  and  the  lieutenants  more  than  quad- 
rupled. When  they  saw  this  vast  increase  of  of- 
ficers without  corresponding  increase  of  ships,  it  was 
natural  for  them  to  look  into  it.  Mr.  W.  had  no  dis- 
position to  cut  down  the  navy,  but  would  prefer  to 
build  it  up;  but  where  was  the  necessity  of  a  greater 
number  of  officers  than  in  1841?  And  if  they  were 
not  necessary,  why  should  they  not  reduce  them  to  a 
number  that  would  be  useful? 

Mr.  Brtt/m-ii  went  into  a  history  of  the  navy  Irom 


1st  it  had   become  to   ne  losiereu    th,g   proviso  simpiy    piu|.iu>c=  n.  ul.u^,.  >..-   , 

the   people  and  regarded  as  the  !  number  until  the  matter  is  fixed   by  congress.     l\l 

riirht  arm  of  our'national  defence.     He  drew  a  pa-  j  B.  considered  this  to  be  preferable  to  leaving  u  to  the 

rallel  between  the    commerce    and    tonnage  of  the  1  discretion  of  the  executive  and  senate,  and  to  leaving 

United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and    showed  that  |  the  house  to  provide  for  the  money.     HeshouloYie 

while  we  were  the  second  commercial  nation  in  the    for  this  proviso  therefore  and  thought  a  law  regulal- 


world   with  a  tonnage  close  upon  that  of  Great  Bri 
tain,  our  naval  officers  were  limited  in  the  extreme 


magnitude  of  our  marine  greatness. 

Mr.  Wniiams  made  a  brief  reply,  and  then  moved 
to  strikeout  1841  and  insert  1842.  Mr.  W.  said  that 
would   make  the  proviso  less  objectionable,  and  he 

.         f  -.       *l I,      U„    ^U^..l.rl    -.rrxto    Q(TOinS;t    ihp. 


there      No  one  opposed   the  navy  but  it  should  not  |      The  question  being  on  the  first   item,  Mr.  Snltnn- 
be  enlarged  at  the  whim  of  the  executive.  ]  slall  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clau.se, 

Mr   £«.;«)•<;  said   that  the  executive   could   be  re- ,  and  insert   m  lieu  thereof  (a  portion  of)  the  bill  re- 
strained by  the  senate  whenever  it  was  necessary  to    ported  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
correct  abuses  in  promotion.     He  was  in  favor  of,      [This  motion  embraced   the  whole  o    the  bill  ex- 
''"'.'V        ,  I  '  cept,  that  in  the   first  item,  "the  30th  day  of  July," 

mvralker  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the  proviso. ;  was  subslituled  for  the  words,  "30th  of  June,"  and 
Mr  Culhhert  was  thoroughly  opposed  to  the  reck-  the  last^or  9th  section,  which  provides  the  punish- 
lessness  that  would  tax  the  American  people  so  as  to  i  ments  for  frauds,  &c.  was  stricken  out.] 
have  a  Vavv  to  rival  that  of  England,  a  nation  that  1  Mr.  nhett  claimed  the  reading  of  the  amendment, 
had  her  llwusand  ships  and  six  thousand  officers,  but  Mr.  Bolls  was  sure  he  gentleman  would  not  re. 
wTth  a  miserable  and  distracted  population  that  had    quire  the  reading  of  what  was  before  him  m  a  prmt- 

I'^'r'^^  tha'?tnfenabL\"rai:v7v:to";;"ra'w;r  I  ''M^keU  said  he  had  not  the  printed  bill,  and  in- 
l^^^rSi^l:  ;l?^^St,ess  resources   sis^^the^^^^ 

"'^r^:::e"]^.^vote  .strikec^t;^^^  ,,.  ,,,,  ^,,. 

"Mt^^Sr^onsidered   the  "- ^l^e  W  ^^^   ed  by  ani^xing  anothcH^  ^^^ 

^^:^i5^^£rgii?d?^5?;?sS%i^-- 

amendment  he  had  ofi'ered. 

And  the  amendment  was  then  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  FiUmore  arose  and  addressed  the  committee 
(See  paie  246.) 

Mr.  Fillmore  having  concluded,  the  chairman  gave 
the  floor  to 

Mr.  Habersham,  who  proposed  to  olTer  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Sattonslall.)  Mr.  H. 
proposed,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  before  proceeding 
with  his  remarks,  that  he  (Mr.  Sallomlall,)  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  express  his  views  in  relation 
to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  SallonslM  then  took  the  floor,  and  the  bill  we 


Mr.  B™ar<i  went  into  a  history  ot  the  navy  Irom  liberties;  and  he  oelieveo  us  secreuai,  „u,^u  „.<...>. . 
its  earliest  foundation  to  the  present  time,  showing!  s;ood  officer;  but  Mr.  Barbour  s  report  in  1821  point 
the  clieck  it  had  received  underthe  administration  ofied  out  the  necessity  for  some  law  to  regulate  the 
Mr  Tefl"erson  and  how  it  had  again  risen  into  favor ;  peace  establishment  and  promotions  in  tne  navy  ana 
to  1816,  until'  at  last  it  had  become  to  be  fostered  this  proviso  simply  proposes  to  adopt  the  present 
and   cherished    hv  the   neonle  and  regarded  as  the  ,  n„mber  until  the  matter  is  fix 


in"  the  subject  hereafter  should  be  adopted 
tain  our  naval  officers  were  limited  in  the  extreme,  I      Mr.  fVoodhnry  favored  the  proviso  and  thought  the 
and  "bore  not  even  the  most  distant  proportion  to  the   executive  ought  to  be  gratified  to  be  relieved  ot  the 
:...,!„  „f  „,,,.  moi-inp  crrentness.  nress  made  on  him  for  appointments. 


press  made  on  him  for  appointments. 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  against  the  proviso  and  in  tavor 
of  a  navy  suited  to  the  dignity  of  the  nation. 

Mr   Bmiard  stated  that  as  the  officers  of  the  navy 


„.u,.,   ,-,<...  ....  f..-....^   ,      ..Dnable,  ana  ne  ,      jv,r.  Baj,ar<i  state  a  tnat,  as  ine  ou,.e.=    ''    "^  "-V         „,r.  oaao.,.:u  .,.c„ 

should  vote  for  it,  though  he  should  vote  against  the    had    not  received  a  dol.ar  "f  RJ  f"-^  '^^  If^LllA    laW  aside  until  to-morrow  morning. 

proviso  even  when  thus  amended.    He  would  prefer  j  ,veeks,  it  was  urgent  that  the  bill  should  be  disposed        ^^^  committee  then  after  farther  discussing  the 

however,  if  thi!  senator  would  consent  to  strike  out,  pf_  _  ,  „,„,^;„.,   bill  allowing  farther  time   to  complete  the  issuing  of 

.,  ..  ., .,  _.._j_  J ,„ti,»  cIr,*P.  of  thesec-'  ».t.  r-,.„,„  v,,,t  received  letters  ot  the  most  pressin,  |^^.||.,.^|,y  j^^'J  ^.^rrants,  and  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Indian  department,  rose.  The  for- 
mer bill  was  then  reported  and  passed,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  Jhne  10.  Mr.  /.  F.  Mason  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  U.  States  in 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  to  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland with  certain  terms  and  provisoes.  Committed 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  claim- 
ants to  indemnities  received  for  the  loss  of  slaves 
from  on  board  the  Comet  and  the  Encomium,  at 
Nassau  in  the  Bahamas.  Committed  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  go  into  com- 
mitee  of  the  whole  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
bill  to  extend  for  a  limited  period  the  laws  for  lay- 
ing and  collecting  duties  on  imports,  which  it  seem- 
ed'to  him  indispensable  that  the  house  should  dis- 
pose of.  .  1  J 
Mr.  Pickens  was  very  glad  that  the  gentleman  liad 


;naior  wuLuu  t-oii.^ciii.  t"  .'^^  ■■•-""-   Of. 
all  after  the  word  grade  down  to  the  close  of  the  sec-        Mr.  Evans  had  received  letters  of  the  tnost  pressing 
tion  '  import  from  the  department,  which  he  should  like  to 

Mr.  Tappan  said  that  would  be  making  the  proviso  ^  ^ave  read,  in  order   that  senators  might  see  liow  ur- 
anv  thing  or  nothing.  gent  the  matter  was.  ,       ,   ,  i,i„ 

Mr.  Williams  would  not  consent.  ^    ^  [The  letters  were  here  sent  lot*^«  secretary's  table 

The  question  was  taken   on   inserting  1842,  and|,„i]  read,  and  were  dated  on  the  26th  of  February 
adopted  I  7th   of  April,  and  on  the  2olh   of  April,  all  setting 

Mr.  Emm  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the ;  f^rth,  in  the  most  urgent  terms,  the  state  ol  the  ae- 
word  "grade,"  and  insert  "now  in  service."  partment,  for  the  want  of  this  appropriation;  the  asl 

The  amendment  was  adopted.     It  being  now  after  [  ^(  ^^n^h  letters  stated  that  various  acceptances  had 
4  o'clock,  the  senate,  on  motion,  adjourned.  [  been   protested   for  nonpayment,  and  expressing  me 

Ju.vE  15.     A  message  from  the  president  with  a  ;  ^^ar  that  damages  will  be  claimed,  as  m  other  cases 
report    from    the  secretary  of  state    in    compliance ,  ^f    rgtested  bills.]  ,    ,       r  «  ,„   ;„ 

with  a  resolution,  relating  to  claims  of  American,      ^r.  Taltm.aJge   also  read  a  letter  ^o™  /'J^'^^-;'   ' 
citizens  on  Mexico,  was  laid  before  the  senate.  |  n^,^  york,  stating  the  mvenience  ""''«••  ™f'f '/!;"'' 

Memorials  were  presented,  asking  that  soda,  (em- ,  labored  on  account  of  acceptances  purchased  at  Ha- 
ployed  in  the  manufacture  of  soap),  may  be  import- ;  .^^na,  and  which  had  not  yet  been  paid,  puttmg  tne 
ed  free  of  duty;  from  citizens  of  Brooklyn,  that  the    ^^^^  ,,o„se  to  considerable  inconvenience, 
navy  be  not  reduced;  and  several  in  favor  of  prolec-        ^r.  Sevier  moved    that  the  senate  adjourn,  which 
tion  of  American  interests.  motion  prevailing,  the  senate  adiournea. 

The  apportionment  bill  to  which  the  house  had  re-  ,  „^T7^nwTp   PFPFf  FSEiNTATIVES.  lur.  ricKens  «  as  .c>.r  6'»"  "■"■:  --  »--■; 

fused  to  concur  as  amended  by  the  senate  was  taken  HOUSE  OF  llbt  Kl.&L.i^  ^  member   discovered  that  this  was  a  very  important  measure, 

up.                                                               .     •  .          •,       J"™^°'VL'   •'r^f^lfsSUts   vice  E»fefr(  C.    and  submitted  that  his  motion  vvas  not  m 
Mr   Berri™  moved    that  the   senate  insist  on    Its!  elect  from  the  stat.e  of  Massact^u.en.,  vice  i  .        ,     _, ,  _^_ 

amendments.     The  question  was  first  taken   on    the  ^  "l''''*'»P'.r«  S"«,'';;;'f,  ■'"  ^^t  ^^    ^'" 

YEAS-Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow   Bayard, ;  shall  not  be  thereby  '"■^;;'^;  .f   ^^^^  ^,f,„ed  to  the 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Conrad,   Cralts,  Cuth-        On  motion  of  Mr.  J  iLmoic,  ii  was 
bert     Evans     Fultin,    Graham,    Henderson,    Linn,    committee  of  the  whole  house.  <f  ^  ^v 

McRober  Mangum  Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  For-  The  house  then  took  up  ll'';/f  °'-''  °"  •^'^''.ff.ir,^ 
te,  Pres  on  Sevier  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Mr.  Cusliing  from  the  committee  on  '"^^'S"  »"='"'' 
¥  llm'ldge,  Walke'r  '  White,'  Williams,   Young-30.  j  requesting  the  president  to  en..r  mto  negotiations  on 

WAYS— Messrs    Allen,    Bates,    Benton,    Choate,    the  subject  o.  the  colonial  trade. 

HunUng^ou,Krrr!  King,  Morehead,  Smith,  of  Conn.  I      Mr.  W/;,   of  Maine,   addressed   the   house   at 

Tappan,  Wilcox,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury,   ^^"S"  | '-^f_^^,,,„„  ^,,  then  taken,  and  the  subject  and 

Thenava,  apropriation  bill  wasnext  taken  up,  thel  solution  wer     -/--f  J^.^c^^UrHfrhom  had 

pending  question  being  to  strike  out  the   P^°"^°  "^ j  ";;°'';,'}™  ^V^^^^^^^  from   the  commit. 

the  house  as  amended.  ,l",rcnmmprce   on  the  subject  of  commerce  and 

Mr.  Ckoale  spoke  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  pro-    tee  on  commerce,  J 

.  i,        ,  ^ 1...  _  ,i„ -.^i,.  Wnin<r  fnrih.     A    navization. 


viso.  None  knew  what  a  day  might  bring  forth.  A 
single  hurricane  on  the  ocean  might  sweep  away  at 
one"  blast  olHcers  enough  of  a  particular  grade  to 
render  the  executive  action  of  the  senate  indispensa- 
ble. Within  the  last  24  hours  news  had  been  re- 
ceived from  a  gallant  oflicer  that  another  ship  would 
be  necessary  on  his  station  from  indications  ot  a  war- 
like disposition  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, of  whose  naval  power  few  had  heard. 

Mr   Cuthbcrt  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  the  proviso. 

Mr.  Sevier  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the  proviso. 
He  would  lose  the  whole  appropriation  bill  sooner 
than  have  it  struck  out.  The  house  had  seen  an  im- 
proper increase  of  officers  and  checked  it  in  the  pro- 
per place,  and  he  hoped  the  check   would  be  kept 


"'ofmoUon   of  Mr.  Pope,  the  business  of  the  terri 
lories  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  oth,  6lh, 

"'MnA'n!fe.5;;reporteda  bill  to  alter  the  mode  of 
admeasuring  the  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in  the 
U.  States   merchant  service.     Relerred  to  the  com- 

"  A  Mlf  from  tli:':;nate  to  authorise  the  issuing.of 
a  register  for  the  brig  "Gulnare,  was  read  a  third 

'■"On'mot'^^'of  Mr.  FlUn^ore,  .he  house  resolved  it- 
s.lV  nTo  committee  of  the  whole  and  resumed  he 
ionsideration  of  the  revenue  or  tariff  bill  reported 
by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 


(1    SUUIlllLl^u    iiitt".   ••"'    '•■ —    -- - - 

The  speaker  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 
Mr.  Randall,  of  Md.  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  have  pre- 
pared as  early  as  practicable,  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers, a  tabular  statement,  showing,  in  one  view,  the 
several  rates  of  duties  charged  on  various  articles  of 
imports  by  the  different  bills  now  before  the  house. 

Mr.  M.  -i.  Cooner  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following  words:' "showing  also  the  present  rates  of 
duties  under  the  existing  laws."  ... 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment,  by 
ayes  54,  noes  79,  was  rejected. 

And  then  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmorr,  (Mr.  SnHonsfa// having 
yielded  the  floor,)  the  committee  postponed  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  tarifl'  bill,  reported  by  the 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  until  the  hi-st 
of  August  next  all  laws  regulating  the  duties  exist- 
ing and  in  force  on  the  first  of  June,  with  the  pro- 
viso that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  distribution  law.  . 

Mr.  FiUmore  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill.  ,        .,  .,, 

Mr  IVise  was  very  willing  that  the  committee 
should  rise  and  report  the  bill,  as  he  believed  it  to  be 
the  best  eflbrt  to  defeat  an  increase  of  duties. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  at 
the  end  of  the  bill.  He  considered  it  an  alterthought 
of  the  committee.  In  the  present  disgraced  state  ol 
the  treasury,  and  wilii  the  fact  that  not  one  dollar  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  received  in  the  trea- 
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siiry,  was  now  there,  he  considered  the  proviso  as 
unwise.  Tiie  treasurer  had  been  already  sufficient- 
ly embarrassed,  without  calling  upon  him  to  go  into 
the  market,  and  borrow  money  to  distribute  among 
the  states.  The  land  fund  so  far  as  it  had  gone  into 
the  treasury  had  already  been  used:  and,  therefore, 
to  attempt  to  distribute  it  on  the  1st  July  would  be 
to  borrow  so  much  money.  There  was  now  out- 
standing on  the  1st  of  this  month  between  9  and  10 
millions  of  treasury  notes,  besides  that  portion  of 
the  loan  which  was  negotiated.  The  bill  as  origi- 
nally reported  before  this  proviso  was  added,  Mr.  R. 
said,  would  have  operated  to  repeal  the  distribution 
act  on  July  1st,  for  the  reason  that  the  rate  of  duties 
proposed    by  it  was  above  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Fi//more  said  that  if  this  bill  did  not  pass  at  all, 
the  distribution  would  still  take  place,  as  the  laws 
now  stood,  on  the  1st  July  next.  It  was  simply  to 
avoid  discussion  on  the  distribution  law,  that  the 
proviso  had  been  annexed.  Some  members  were 
lor  repealing  the  clause  of  the  act  that  provided  that 
the  distribution  should  cease  when  duties  were  over 
20  per  cent.  This  proviso  did  not  suspend  or  repeal 
the  distribution  act,  but  left  it  precisely  as  if  this  bill 
did  not  pass.  The  necessities  for  this  bill  were  so 
urgent  that  they  admitted  no  delay.  Mr.  F.  would 
have  given  his  reasons,  at  the  time  when  he  made 
the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  on  this  subject  that 
he  had  reported  a  few  days  ago,  but  objection  was 
made.  He  would  do  so  now.  It  was  from  the  very 
reason  that  the  committee  were  apprehensive  that 
the  result  of  the  bill  as  then  reported  would  be  to 
prevent  the  distribution  from  taking  place  under  the 
land  law  on  the  first  of  July.  It  was  for  that  reason 
and  no  other,  that  he  had  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill.  He  had  been  informed  from  the  best  authority 
that  exportations  of  goods  were  now  being  made 
from  our  ports  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
drawbacks  from  the  treasury;  and  that  so  long  as 
this  question  remained  open,  (and  it  was  possible 
that  on  the  1st  July  there  would  be  no  means  of  col- 
lecting revenue,)  so  long  they  embarrassed  the  trea- 
sury, by  holding  out  strong  temptations  to  the  export- 
ing of  goods  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  draw- 
backs and  importing  them  when  the  law  ceased  to 
act.  If  the  house  were  disposed  to  embarrass  the 
operations  of  the  treasury,  then  they  would  postpone 
this  bill;  but,  if  not,  its  passage  was  required  imme- 
diately. 

Mr.  Pickens  addressed  the  committee  to  show  that 
the  course  advocated  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  FUlnwre,)  was  the  very  one  calculated  to 
embarrass  the  treasury.  If  this  law  passed  and  the 
money  was  not  in  the  treasury,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  would  be  obliged  to  go  into  the  market  to 
borrow  money  to  distribute  among  the  states,  and 
then  to  tax  the  people  to  refund  the  money.  Was 
that  contemplated  when  the  distribution  "bill  was 
passed?  It  was  not.  If  it  had  been,  he  knew  not 
what  this  house  would  have  done,  but  the  senate 
would  not  have  passed  it.  The  20  per  cent,  clause 
was  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  vote  of 
the  senate.  He  should  like  to  know  if  there  was  any 
money  in  the  treasury  to  meet  the  distribution  act  on 
the  1st  July.'  I!  it  was  a  fact  that  there  was  no  cash 
on  hand  in  the  treasury,  then  this  was  a  naked  and 
undisguised  proposition  to  force  the  secretary  to  go 
into  the  market  and  borrow  money  on  bonds  below 
par  to  distribute  among  the  states,  and  then  to  tax 
the  people  of  this  country  to  refund  it.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that,  if  this  proviso  was  stricken 
he  would  prefer  the  bill  to  any  other,  because  its 
provisions  were  wiser,  juster,  and  more  conforma 
tie  to  the  implied  faith  of  the  act  of  1S33,  than  anj 
other  act.     He  would  rejoice  to  sec  it  adopted. 

Mr.  G'li'iii  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, to  add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  the  words,  "to  a 
later  period  than  1st  August,  1842." 

Mr.  Cushing  considered  that  the  act  of  1833,  by 
making  it  imperative  to  collect  duties  by  home  valu- 
ation after  the  30th  June  next,  and  also  in  hard  mo- 
ney, seems  therefore,  to  have  contemplated  that 
some  law  should  be  enacted  before  the  30th  June  to 
enforce  those  provisions.  All  existing  laws  for  the 
collection  of  revenue  cease  to  operate  on  the  30tli 
June  next.  No  machinery  wxs  yet  provided  for  de- 
termining the  home  valuation,  and  there  were  seri- 
ous doubts  whether  after  the  30th  June,  there  was 
any  law  whatever  under  which  duties  could  be  col- 
lected. It  was,  therefore,  an  imperative  moral  duty 
for  congress  to  enact  a  tarilf  law,  or  otherwise  the 
government  would  come  to  a  dead  stand.  No  duties 
would  be  collected,  and  our  markets  would  be  glut- 
ted with  foreign  merchandise,  and  that  already  im 
ported  would  be  liable  to  be  exported  on  account  of 
the  drawback  to  be  relurnud  after  the  expiration  ol 
the  law  on  the  30th  June.  The  protected  intcii'sts 
uf  the  country  moreover  would  be  liable  to  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  ingress  of  foreign  merchandise. 
These   three  serious  consequences,  viz;  bankruptcy 


of  the  treasury,  glutting   with   foreign   goods,  and  1  public    lands,  there    would    no    douljt  be   strength 
prostration  of  our  protected   interests,   constituted    enough  to  cari7  both. 

He    would    content   himself  by  declaring   that  he 
was  in  favor  of  raising  revenue,  keeping  in  viewthat 


the  strongest  imperative  moral  necessity  to  adopt 
some  general  tariff  legislation   before  the  oOth  June. 

This  present  bill,  however,  obviated  this  immedi- 
ate urgency,  and  if,  instead  of  expiring  on  the  1st 
August,  it  was  indefinite,  would  totally  extinguish 
that  urgency.  But  he  could  not  but  feel  an  internal 
dread  in  regard  to  its  possible  consequences  on  the 
tarilf  interests.  He  would  yield,  however,  to  the 
imperative  necessity  which  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  told  him,  existed.  Mr. 
C.  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  relative  operations 
of  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  the  bill  as  first 
reported  by  the  committee  of  waysand  means.  As  first 
reported,  his  understanding  was,  that  it  suspended  the 
distribution,  or,  to  speak  more  technically,  continued 
the  non-distribution.  In  the  second  bill  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  had  reported  a  proviso,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  was  to  counteract  the  preceding  por- 
tions of  the  bill,  so  as  to  have  the  distribution  on  the 
1st  of  July,  1842. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  intimation  of  Mr. 
Pickens,  that  the  public  faith  was  involved  in  the 
compromise  act,  and  contended  that,  if  that  was  the 
case,  there  was  identically  the  same  faith  involved 
in  the  distribution  act.  He  considered  that  the  pro- 
viso was  but  a  re-enactment  of  the  distribution  act, 
and  would  leave  the  tariff  to  shift  for  itself.  The 
passage  of  this  bill  would  diminish  the  urgency  for 
a  tariff.  The  question  was  not  whether  they  should 
repeal  the  distribution  act,  (for  it  was  a  dead  letter,) 
but  whether  they  should  infuse  into  its  dead  body  a 
soul  by  new  legislation.  He,  tlierefore,  entertained 
serious  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  pro- 
viso, and  thereby  knocking  away  one  consideration 
which  he  supposed  would  operate  in  obtaining  a  per- 
manent tarilf. 


Mr.  Undenoood  said  that  he  did  not  concur  with 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cusliing)  in 
the  idea  that  there  was  any  bargaining  or  contract 
between  the  two  houses  in  respect  to  the  proviso  in- 
serted in  the  land  distribution  bill.  If  there  was  any 
such  bargain  or  contract,  Mr.  U.  could  say  for  him- 
self that  he  was  not  privy  to  it,  knew  nothing  about 
it,  and  would  not  be  bound  by  it. 

[Mr.  Cushing  said  he  did  not  speak  of  a  bargain 
or  contract  between  the  two  houses,  but  supposed 
that  the  proviso  had  been  the  result  of  a  compro- 
mise among  senators  representing  difi'erent  interests.] 
Even  if  that  be  the  case,  (continued  Mr.  U.)  their 
compromises  cannot  be  obligatory  upon  us  or  our 
successors.  The  proviso  to  the  land  distribution  act 
is,  like  every  other  act  of  legislation,  subject  to  re- 
peal or  modification  at  any  time  by  the  legislative 
department.  Mr.  U.  said  that  he  knew  that  the 
compromise  act,  as  it  is  usually  called,  of  1833,  had 
been  respected  as  settling  difficulties  which  at  that 
time  threatened  the  peace  of  the  country.  The  ban 
nerof  nullification  was  then  about  to  be  practically 
unfurled.  There  were  no  such  circumstances  to 
give  solemnity  to  the  proviso  incorporated  into  the 
land  distribution  bill.  This  house  passed  the  bill 
without  the  proviso,  the  senate  incorporated  the  pro- 
viso into  the  bill,  and  it  came  to  the  house  as  an  or- 
dinary amendment.  It  was  accepted  like  any  other 
amendment,  and  is  now  liable  to  our  legislative  ac- 
tion just  as  any  other  existing  law. 

The  votes  upon  this  bill  and  the  pending  amend- 
ments will  probably  develope  the  feelings  of  mem- 
bers, and  indicate  their  ulterior  action  upon  other 
pending  questions;  and,  said  Mr.  U.  I  shall  scruti- 
nize votes  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  intention  of 
members  in  regard  to  the  tariff  bill.  Their  votes 
will  develope  the  strength  of  parties  in  several  as- 
pects. First,  those  who  may  now  vote  to  repeal  the 
land  distribution  act  will  thereby  virtually  declare 
their  hostility  to  a  protective  tariff.  Secondly. 
Those  who  vote  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  the  dis- 
tribution will  thereby  indicate  a  willingness  to  pro- 
tect the  domestic  maiiufaclures  of  the  country,  to 
foster  the  labor  and  industry  of  our  citizens,  and  to 
secure  the  benefits  of  a  home  market  to  all  classes 
of  producers.  And  there  might  be  a  third  class  of 
voters,  to  wit:  those  who  would  vote  with  a  view  to 
secure  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands,  and  who 
were  determined  to  secure  that  object  by  keeping  the 
duties  down  to  20  per  cent.,  if  the  distnbulion  could 
not  otherwise  be  secured. 

Mr.  U.  said,  for  himself,  that  he  was  free  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands 
was  an  object  of  the  first  importance  wilhhim,  and 
that  he  would  sooner  keep  the  duties  down  to  20  per 
cent,  than  give  up  the  distribution.  Mr.  V.  said  he 
was  in  favor  of  impusing  such  duties  on  imports  that 
should  accomplish  tiie  double  object  of  raising  re- 
ll'ording    protection.     And  if  those  who 


incidental  protection  which  could  and  ought  to  be 
furnished;  that  he  was  in  favor  of  adopting  retalia- 
tory measures,  to  operate  upon  those  nations  which 
placed  heavy  burdens  on  the  consumption  of  arti- 
cles produced  by  us;  and  that,  while  he  was  desi- 
rous to  accomplish  these  things,  he  desired  at  the 
same  time  to  secure  a  distribution  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  states.  He  thought  all  these  ob- 
jects would  conduce  to  the  public  interest  of  all  the 
states,  and  he  desired  to  see  them  go  hand  in  hand. 
If,  however,  they  were  to  be  separated,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands  was 
the  most  important  to  the  state  and  people  he  repre- 
sented. If  the  duties  are  kept  down  to  20  per  cent, 
a  revenue  sufficiently  large  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment may  be  raised  by  enlarging  the  articles  upon 
which  it  is  imposed.  Nearly  half  our  i  nporls  have 
heretofore  been  admitted  free  of  duty.  It  only  re- 
quires that  we  should  impose  a  duly  of  20  percent, 
upon  all  imports  to  secure  a  revenue  of  $20,000,000 
or  more.  He  would  impose  a  duty  upon  articles 
now  free,  and  moreover  he  would  reduce  expendi- 
tures, sooner  than  repeal  the  distribution  act.  And 
there  is  no  danger  that  the  wheels  of  the  govern- 
ment will  stop  for  want  of  means,  even  if  the  se- 
nate's proviso  to  the  distribution  act  should  remain 
unrepealed. 

Mr.  K"i.5e  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Undericood  and  said: 
Sir,  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  this  candid  declara- 
tion. I  have,  of  late,  oft  asserted  and  re-asserted, 
to  northern  gentlemen  and  to  southern,  to  tariff  and 
anti-tariff  gentlemen,  that  this  was  the  real  policy  of 
certain  politicians.  That  the  navy,  the  right  arm, 
and  the  army,  the  left  arm.  of  defence,  and  the  in- 
dustrial interests  of  manufactures,  were  all  to  sink 
for  the  sake  of  distribution — the  one  great  hobby  of 
one  aspirant!  Yes,  sir,  protection  is  to  cease,  and 
supplies  to  government  are  to  be  denied — interests, 
separate  and  in  the  aggregate,  are  to  suffer  and  be 
sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  distribution!  Tliis  is  ho- 
nestly and  openly  now  proclaimed  to  the  manufac- 
turers by  those  who  have  heretofore  professed  to  be 
their  "friends  par  excellence!"  I  am  glad  of  the 
proof  now  furnished  tt  them  of  this  fact,  which  I 
have  again  and  again  asserted,  that  the  most  difficult 
obstruction  to  be  overcome  in  the  way  of  protection 
was  the  bill  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands. 

And  now,  sir,  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  friends 
of  protection.  I  have  ever  been  opposed  to  laying  a 
duty  for  the  sake  of  protection  alone,  and  am  still 
opposed  to  the  protective  policy  in  that  sense.  I 
think  the  government  can  lay  duties  only  for  rerenue; 
but  that  the  manufacturing  interests  are  fairly  enti- 
tled to  whatever  protection  they  con  derive  from  a 
bona  fide  revenue  tariff.  This  opinion  is  common  to 
most  of  those  who  are  called  anti-tariff  men.  And 
in  my  opinion  the  government  now  requires  enough 
and  more  than  enough  of  revenue  to  yield  fair  and 
reasonable  protection. 

1  think,  though  an  anti-tariff  man,  that  we  must 
raise  the  duties  above  20  per  cent. — that  the  public 
debt,  the  public  defence,  and  the  current  expendi- 
tures absolutely  require  a  liberal  and  large  increase 
of  duties.  But,  sir,  I  never  will  vote  to  lay  on  an, 
additional  tax  whilst  we  ore  giving  away  millions  of 
revenue  from  lands  in  the  midst  of  borrowing  and 
begging  even  for  loans  at  a  sacrifice.  Bring  back 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  according  to  the 
letter  as  well  as  the  faith  of  the  act  of  distribution, 
and  I  will  cheerfully  vote  to  increase  your  dutiel 
above  20  per  cent.  Beyond  the  reason  of  necessary 
supplies  to  government,  beyond  the  reasons  against 
a  funded  public  debt,  and  beyond  the  reason  of  mak- 
ing adequate  provision  for  public  defence,  I,  though 
an  anti-tariff  man,  will  vote  to  increase  duties  libe- 
rally, in  order  especially  to  repeal  the  whole  land 
bill.  1  announce  this  without  reserve  to  the  friends 
of  protection,  to  repel  the  threats  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  that  they  shall  not  have  protection 
without  giving  him  distribution.  I  am  against  dis- 
tribution and  nrotection  both;  but  were  1  put  to  a- 
choice  of  the  /wo  evils,  I  will  take  much  of  protec- 
tion in  preference  to  a  particle  of  distribution.  The 
one,  protection,  does  benefit  partially  some  portion 
or  section  of  the  country;  but  in  distribution  there  is 
no  good  whatever — nothing  but  political  bribery 
and  corruption,  temptation  and  taxation  to  the  states 
and  the  people. 

And  why  should  not  the  land  bill  be  repealed  by 
its  own  provisions.'  It  declares  on  its  own  face  that 
it  shall  be  repealed,  or  cease  and  be  suspended,  as 
soon  as  or  whenever  the  duties  arc  raised  above  20 
per  cent.     It  never  undertook  to  distribute  the  land 
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unite  «ith   those   who  favor  the  distribution  of  the    to  call  for  more  taxation  than  20  per  cent,  a/val,; 
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rem.  And  it  is  not  now  compelled  to  tax  beyond  20  sent  discussion  had  disclosed  a  state  of  things  which 
percent?  The  time  has  come,  in  my  opinion,  when  he  had  lon;^  suspected,  but  which  was  at  length 
we  mui=t  iiicr-eo'^e  the  reveruie.  Yes  ;;ii\v,  -ac  iiear  ,  openly  avowed.  He  had  not  been  prepared  for  such 
the  gentleman  denying  the  good  foitii  of  iegie^iation.  an  ctvowal  as  had  just  fallen  fruui  the  lionorable  and 
He  says  (hat  we  may  not  bind  ourselves  or  our  sac-  j  distinguished  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Everett.) 
cessors  to  pass  or  not  to  pass  a  statute;  but  does  not  the  He  had  heard  with  deep  regret  from  the  gentleman 
gentleman  distinguisli  between  the  fowcr  of  legisla-  from  Vermont  the  avowal  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
tion  and  the  ^ood  faith  of  legislators.'  Here  we  have  :  proviso  m  the  distribution  bill  merely  in  order  to  pass 
a  bill  proposing  in  a  most  insidious  form  to  repeal  j  the  law,  but  with  a  purpose,  as  soon  as  that  was  ac- 
the  20  per  cent,  clause  of  the  land  bill,  passed  by  complished,  to  take  the  first  opportunity  to  repeal 
yourselves,  and  you  are  told  that  you  are  not  bound  i  the  proviso.  He  fully  admitted  that  the  acts  of  one 
in  good  faith  to  preserve  your  pledges.  Sir,  I  do  ;  congress  were  not  legally  binding  on  another;  and 
not  put  this  u]nm  the  ground  of  pledges.  I  insist  that  no  personal  pledges  could  alter  this  state  of 
that  you  avowed,  by  your  votes  tncorporating  the  90  tilings:  but  what  was  not  binding  in  law  might  be 
per  cent,  clause,  that  the  distribution  ou^hl  to  cease, '  strongly  binding  in  honor  and  conscience:  and  he  ap 


as  soon  as  the  government  should  be  reduced  to  bor- 
rowing and  to  taxation  beyond  a  20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem tarifl'.  That  you  ought  not  to  distribute  with 
one  hand  whilst  you  tax  with  the  other,  and  ought 
not  to  borrow  money  to  give  it  away. 

Sir,  if  this  be  another  bill  to  "head  Captain  Ty- 
ler," I  hope  and  trust  that  he  will  meet  it  with  de- 
cision. I  have  no  authority  to  speak  for  him,  and  I 
do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  speaking  for  him, 
but  Ido  say  that  if  the  idea  be  now  to  hold  on  todis- 
tribution,  and  to  "head  Captain  Tyler"  both,  at  the 
expense  of  protection,  at  the  expense  of  revenue, 
and  of  the  army  and  navy,  by  driving  him  either  to 
veto  a  tariff  bill  or  to  sign  a  bill  repealing  the  20  per 
cent,  clause  of  the  land  bill — I  say,  sir,  if  this  be 
the  meaning  and  object  of  gentlemen,  to  trifle  with 
the  real  interests  of  the  people  and  government,  in  a 
mere  political  game  of  faction,  were  I  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  gentlemen  would  find  it 
as  hard  to  head  me  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was  when 
he  vetoed  fiscal  banks  and  fiscal  corporations. 

Mr.  Eve}-€lt  had  voted  for  the  distribution  bill,  and 
should  adhere  to  that  bill,  on  much  higher  conside- 
rations than  any  that  had  relation  to  the  tariff.  He 
had  voted  for  it  on  one  ground,  that  the  public  do- 
main never  belonged  to  the  general  government:  but 
he  had  voted  for  it  on  much  higher  ground;  it  was  to 
take  it  out  of  the  political  market,  where  it  had  been 
a  source  of  infinite  corruption. 

So  utterly  am  I  opposed,  said  Mr.  E.,  to  having 
these  lands  in  the  political  market,  to  be  used  for  the 
purposes  of  political  aspirants,  that  sooner  than  keep 
them  there  I  would  cede  them  to  their  first  posses- 
sors. They  have  bearing,  too,  on  the  tariff:  and 
that  is  an  additional  reason,  in  my  mind,  for  desiring 
that  the  distribution  bill  should  be  in  fact  a  perma- 
nent law.  I  voted  for  inserting  the  clause  in  refe- 
rence to  the  compromise  act:  I  did  so  because  there 
was  a  necessity  for  passing  the  distribution  bill:  but 
I  waited  only  for  the  first  favorable  opportunity  that 
should  occur  to  get  rid  of  it.  I  do  not  consider  the 
honor  of  congress  in  any  way  pledged  to  the  support 
of  a  measure  which  was  forced  upon  us  against  our 
judgment  and  our  wishes:  and  I  am  free  to  confess 
that  1  desired  an  opportunity  to  escape  from  it.  Mr. 
E.  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise) 
must  very  greatly  have  mistaken  the  views  of  north- 
ern gentlemen  who  voted  to  reduce  the  army  and 
the  navy  if  he  attributed  their  course  to  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  tarifl'.  Mr.  E.  had  voted  against  tiie  re- 
duction in  both  cases:  but  he  could  assure  that  gen- 
tleman that  northern  men  who  favored  the  reduction 
were  not  governed  by  a  regard  to  the  tariff  question 
at  all. 

f  Mr.  Wise  said  he  haa  not  spoken  of  northern  gen- 
lemen,  nor  alluded  to  them:  he  had  spoken  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Underwood),  who 
had  avowed  that  such  was  his  motive. 

Mr.  Everett  said  he  had  understood  the  gentlaman's 
observation  to  have  a  further  application.  As  to 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  the  gentleman  might 
have  a  very  intimate  knowledge  of  the  reasons  for 
their  course;  but  Mr.  E.  claimed  to  know  something 
about  the  feelings  of  the  north. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  had  listened  very  attentively  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  IVlassachusetls,  (Mr. 
Cushiiig)  and  for  a  long  lime  he  had  been  quite  un- 
able to  conceive  what  could  be  his  purpose  in  mak- 
ing a  long  and  labored  argument  on  so  plain  a  matter; 
but  at  length  he  became  convinced  that  this  bill  and 
proviso  had  a  collateral  bearing.  The  gentleman  re- 
presented Massachusetts  men;  he  did  not  know  very 
well  how  to  proceed;  he  came  at  length  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  if  the  proviso  in  the  bill  should  be  re- 
tained, the  tariff  would  stand  but  a  chance;  but  for 
this  he  gave  no  reason  whatever;  nor  could  Mr.  E. 
for  his  life  trace  any  connexion  between  the  premises 
and  the  conclusion.  In  a  word,  the  gentleman  seem- 
ed to  him  to  be  very  busily  devising  some  scheme  by 
which  he  might  serve  God  and  Mammon.  [Loud 
laughter.]  But,  so  fixed  was  Mr.  E.  in  his  adhesion 
to  the  distribution  act,  that  sooner  than  shake  that 
measure  in  the  least  degree  he  would  risk  the  conse- 
quences of  the  first  of  July. 

Mr.  Foster  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  pre- 


peaied  to  gentlemen  who  were  here  when  the  distri- 
bution bill  passed,  to  say  whether  it  ever  could  have 
received  the  votes  of  a  majority  but  for  the  insertion 
of  the  proviso?  And  if  not,  whether  those  same  gen- 
tlemen, now  here,  were  not  bound  to  sustain  that 
proviso? 

Yet  here  was  a  bill  declaring  that  the  distribution 
should  not  be  suspended;  and  the  house  were  plainly 
told  that  it  was  designed  from  the  first  to  do  this  as 
soon  as  the  opportunity  should  be  presented!  This 
was  not  dealing  in  good  faith  either  with  the  oppo- 
nents of  distribution  or  with  the  president,  who  ne- 
ver would  have  signed  the  distribution  bill  unless  the 
proviso  had  been  there. 

Mr.  Gog<^in  was  understood  to  inquire  whether  the 
proviso  had  been  inserted  by  the  request  of  the  pre- 
sident or  his  friends? 

Mr.  Foster  said  he  did  not  know.  He  hoped  no 
member  of  the  house  would  be  so  indelicate  as  to 
consult  the  president  in  such  a  matter.  Members  of 
the  house  acted  on  their  responsibility,  the  president 
acted  on  his;  and  Mr.  F.  did  not  knov/  how  he  was 
connected  with  the  matter  in  any  way  till  the  bill 
was  before  him.  Mr.  F.  concluded,  from  the  senti- 
ments previously  avowed  by  Mr.  Tyler,  that  he  v/ould 
not  have  signed  the  bjll  without  the  proviso.  Mr.  F. 
made  the  fullest  disclaimer  of  any  intention  to  cast 
injurious  imputations  on  the  motives  of  gentlemen. 
He  hoped  every  man  would  consult  liis  own  con- 
science, and  act  according  to  its  dictates.  For  his 
own  part,  he  believed  that  the  preservation  of  na- 
tional good  faith  was  of  more  importance  than  all 
the  tariffs  that  ever  had  been  or  would  be  passed  to 
the  end  of  time.  As  to  the  warning  which  had  been 
thrown  out,  that  certain  grand  speculators  intended 
to  ship  their  goods  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  and 
fter  the  Ist  of  July  re-import  them  under  the  low 
duties,  he  was  confident  the  ingenuity  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would  soon 
devise  a  little  bill  to  put  a  stop  to  such  schemes. — 
[\  voice,  "Yes,  here  it  is."]  I  knew  it  said  Mr.  F. — 
1  knew  it.  I  am  not  to  be  scared  with  humbugs. 
Mr.  F.  reverted  to  the  avowal  of  Mr.  Everett,  and 
implored  the  committee  to  consider  well  before  they 
acted  in  such  a  case. 

Mr.  J.  R.  IngersoU  believed  neither  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Foster),  nor  himself  to  be  per- 
sonally committed  by  the  passage  of  the  6th  section 
of  the  distribution  act  of  1841,  for  which  he  had 
voted  solely  in  consideration  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  at  large.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to  pre- 
vent so  calamitous  a  result  as  the  stopping  of  the 
wheels  of  government. 

Could  any  gentleman  refuse  to  support  a  measure 
so  reasonable,  so  necessary?  Would  he  consent  to 
see  the  government  of  his  country  brought  to 
tual  stand-still  for  want  of  the  timely  inteiTJOsition  of 
congress?  Let  gentlemen  remember  that  time  waited 
for  none.  While  gentlemen  deliberated  and  hesitat- 
ed, the  shadow  on  the  dial  continued  to  move,  and 
the  1st  of  July  would  arrive  whether  the  govern- 
ment was  ready  to  meet  it  or  not.  Should  it  find  us 
without  a  revenue,  the  country  must  be  disgraced. 
To  save  us  from  such  dishonor  and  embarrassment, 
was  it  not  better  to  adopt  a  precautionary  measure 
like  this,  in  order  to  alford  time  for  the  maturing  of 
a  permanent  and  well  considered  arrangement  of  our 
system  of  national  policy?  The  effect  of  this  bill 
would  be,  not  to  repeal  but  to  suspend  these  provi- 
sions of  law.  The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  would  be  kept  in  abeyance  for  a  momen- 
tary space  until  congress  should  have  time  to  delibe- 
rate on  that  as  well  as  on  the  great  subject  of  the  ta- 
riff generally.  Mr.  I  professed  to  have  his  mind  en- 
tirely open  to  conviction  on  this  question  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  which  he  had  not  occasion  fully  to  con- 
sider. As  to  the  obligation  to  maintain  the  proviso 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  spoken, 
Mr.  I  was  ready  to  maintan,  that,  except  in  cases  ol 
contract,  no  acts  could  be  passed  by  one  legislature 
which  might  not  be  repealed  by  a  legislature  suc- 
ceeding. 

[Mr.  Foster  here  explained;  avering  that  he  con- 
sidered the  adoption  of  the  proviso  as  equivalent  to 
a  contract.] 


Mr.  IngersoU  insisted  that  it  was  no  contract,  and 
created  no  vested  rights.  In  illustration,  he  referred 
lo  the  case  of  the  United  Slates  Bank,  and  to  the 
bonus  given  by  the  bank  as  a  consideration,  in  part, 
for  the  charter,  (a  portion  of  which  instrument  he 
quoted.)  He  then  reminded  Mr.  F.  that  in  all  eon- 
tracts  there  was  the  essence,  if  not  the  form,  of  a 
consideration:  bnt  in  the  present  case  there  was  no 
consideration,  and  could  be  no  contract. 

Mr.  Proffit  said  the  psissage  of  the  bankrupt  law 
was  a  consideration. 

Mr,  Foster  considered  the  contract  as  moral  and 
not  legal. 

Mr.  Everett  did  not  consider  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Foster),  had  fairly  represented 
him.  The  house  had  passed  the  distribution  law 
witiiout  any  restriction  in  reference  to  the  compro- 
mise act;  the  senate  inserted  the  restriction  in  the 
form  of  a  proviso;  the  question  then  arose,  should 
the  house  take  the  bill  with  the  restriction  or  not? — 
Mr.  E.  had  advised  to  take  it  as  the  best  thing  they 
could  then  get;  but  with  the  purpose  and  the  desire 
to  get  rid  of  the  restriction  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
done.  He  had  no  concealment,  nothing  underhand- 
ed in  the  matter.  He  assented  to  the  proviso  sooner 
than  lose  the  bill.     That  was  all. 

Mr.  IngersoU  resumed  and  said  that  there  was  one 
additional  point  which  he  would  touch  upon;  it 
arose  from  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Wise),  which  seemed  to  be  a  possibility  that 
there  might  be  a  course  of  legislation  in  this  matter 
which  would  receive  a  non-concurrence  of  the  exe- 
cutive branch  of  the  government.  Mr.  L  would  not 
insinuate  that  the  executive  might  have  been  prompt- 
ed by  any  differences  of  political  opinion,  or  had  any 
regard  to  considerations  of  that  sort;  but  it  some- 
times happened  that  a  majority  might  veto  the  veto 
of  the  president. 

Mr.  (rise  explained.  If  the  gentleman  understood 
him  as  saying  that  the  executive  would  veto  the  bill, 
he  had  misunderstood  him.  He  disclaimed  speaking 
here  for  the  president.  What  he  had  said  was,  that 
were  he  in  the  place  of  the  executive,  and  an  at- 
tempt should  be  made  to  "head"  him  a  second  time, 
he  should  be  as  hard  lo  "head"  as  he  had  been  be- 
fore. 

Mr.  IngersoU  resumed.  Let  the  legislature  proper 
do  its  duty:  let  them  obey  the  dictates  of  a  sound 
patriotism  and  be  true  to  their  sense  of  public  duty, 
and  their  course  would  be  approved  and  justified  by 
the  country  at  large:  and  though  their  efforts  might 
fail,  there  was  still  a  Providence  above  us  which 
overruled  all  results,  and  would  never  fail  to  guard 
and  10  guide  an  executive  and  legislature  which 
should  combine  in  an  honest  purpose. 

Mr.  Goggin  went  into  the  history  of  the  <3isfribu- 
tion  bill,  adverted  to  his  own  strong  convictions  in 
its  favor,  and  attributed  them  in  a  great  measare,  to 
the  arguments  urged  by  Mr.  Tyler  at  the  time  in  thet 
Virginia  legislature.  He  expressed  his  mortification 
that  his  own  state  had  refused  to  receive  her  quota 
of  the  distribution,  which  would  have  obviated  the 
necessity  of  a  heavy  amount  of  taxation.  Mr.  G. 
then  went,  at  great  length,  into  an  examination  of 
the  course  of  Mr.  Tyler  in  the  Virginia  legislature  in 
18.39;  a  report  made  by  him  on  the  subject  of  distri- 
bution, which  he  supported  by  elaborate  arguments; 
also  of  resolutions  moved  by  him. 

Mr.  Snyder  here  inquired  what  the  opinons  or 
course  of  John  Tyler  had  to  do  with  the  present  bill? 
Mr.  Goggin  justified  his  reference  to  these  sub- 
jects by  a  remark  of  Mr.  Wise  that  in  a  certain  con- 
tingency this  bill  would  be  vetoed  by  the  president. 
Mr.  IFisewarmlydisclaimed  having  raadeor  meant 
any  such  intimation.  He  had  spoken  for  himself 
alone.  At  a  proper  time  he  should  follow  his  col- 
league in  this  review  of  Mr.  Tyler's  votes,  and  show 
that  they  were  in  perfect  consistency  with  his  pre- 
sent views. 

Mr,  Goggin  said  that  himself  and  many  other  gen- 
tlemen in  that  part  of  the  house  understood  his  col- 
league differently;  and  they  had  noticed  his  language 
the  more,  because  they  remembered  that  on  a  former 
occasion,  before  a  certain  celebrated  veto,  this  same 
gentleman  had  put  forth  the  same  sort  of  premonito- 
ry symptoms.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Wise.  1  did;  and  there  are  gentlemen  here 
who  stated  to  the  world  that  they  did  not  believe  the 
president  would  veto  the  bank  bill,  who  knew  that 
1  told  them  expressly  that  he  would. 

Mr.  Goggin  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks 
for  some"  time,  comparing  Mr.  Tyler's  former  re- 
ports, and  votes,  and  messages  as  president  with  his 
recent  language  in  reference  to  the  distribution  act, 
arguing  to  show  that  they  were  at  utter  variance 
with  each  other.  ,     r,  j 

Mr.  Proffit  made  some  remarks,  and  when  he  tiaO 
concluded,  the  chairman  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Gil- 
mer, who  yielded  to  a  motioB  by  Mr.  Morgan  that  the 
committee  rise. 
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"Which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported. 

lAr.  FiUmo-.d  offered  a  resolnl.ion  providing  that  tlie 
debate  on  the  "bill  to  cstend  for  a  limilcd  period  the 
present  laws  for  laying  and  collecting  duties  on  im- 
ports," should  terminate  in  half  an.  Iiour.  Mr.  F.  in 
offering  the  resolution,  said  it  was  well  known  that  a 
special  order  had  been  made  for  to-morrow,  and  that 
Monday  was  resolution  day;  and  it  was  of  the  highest 
importance  that  the  bill  should  be  passed  without 
further  delay. 

And  the  question  being  on  its  adoption,  Mr.  ..^i-- 
«oW,  (amidst  great  confusion)  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Many  motions  were  then  made,  calls,  appeals,  &c. 
and  the  house  being  evidently  in  a  bad  temper,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  Mr.  Fillmore  arose 
and  waived  for  the  day  the  question  on  the  resolution 
he  had  offered.     Whereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Satcrd-vy,  June  11.  Mr.  C«.</ii)is- submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  in  his 
judgment  the  same  be  compatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest, the  report  of  the  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  under  the  late  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic. 
Also,  a  particular  statement  of  the  condition  of  all 
the  claims  preferred  by  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
on  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic  for  which 
the  interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  invoked,  and  which  have  not  yet  been 
satisfied. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  private 
bill  from  the  senate  to  confirm  certain  land  claims 
in  Louisiana,  and  the  amendments  offered  by  the  house 
committee. 

Mr.  Cave  Jolmson  addressed  the  house  at  length  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  While,  of  La.  advocated  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  bill  passed  by 
yeas  84,  nays  72. 

The  apportionment  bill  was  received  as  amended 
from  the  senate,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

MoND.VT,  .June  12.  Mr.  Stanly  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  Mr.  Poindexter,  relative  to  certain  charges 
made  against  him  in  the  house,  relative  to  the  New 
York  custom  house  affair.- 

Mr.  ^Idams,  on  leave  given,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which,  without  debate  or  division,  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  so  far  as 
may  be  compatible  with  the  public  interest,  a  copy 
of  the  quintuple  treaty  between  the  five  principal 
powers  of  Europe  for  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade;  and,  also,  copies  of  any  remonstrance  or 
protest  addressed  by  Lewis  Cass,  envoy  extraordina- 
ry and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stiites 
at  the  court  of  France,  to  that  government  against 
the  ratification  by  France  of  the  said  treaty,  and  of 
all  correspondence  bctv/een  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  France,  and  of  all  communi' 
cations  from  the  said  Lewis  Cass  to  his  own  go- 
vernment, and  from  this  government  to  him,  relating 
thereto. 

Mr.  Pendleton  moved  to  amend  the  standing  rules 
of  the  house,  so  that  a  question,  on  committee  of  the 
whole,  may  be  immediately  taken,  when  called  for 
by  a  majority. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table.  The  result  was — yeas  102,  noes  91.  So  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cowan,  of  Ohio,  in  pui'suance  of  notice  here- 
tofore given  offered  a  resolution  providing  that  no 
member  should  speak  in  the  house  or  in  commit- 
tee for  more  than  one  hour  upon  any  pending  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wise  objected.  The  speaker  decided  the  ob- 
jection to  be  not  valid. 

Mr.  .Olhcrton  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble.    Negati\ed  by  noes  113,  ayes  83. 

And  the  previous  question  being  called  and  the 
main  question  put,  the  resolution -was  carried  by  yeas 
120,  nays  84. 

A  resolution  was  then  offered  by  Mr.  J\hdlll,  di- 
recting the  judiciary  committee  to  report  a  bill,  pro- 
viding for  the  repayment  to  Andrev/  Jackson,  of  the 
fine  imposed  upon  him  by  Judge  Hall.  Several  mem- 
bers expressed  their  intention  to  debate  it,  and  the 
resolution  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  that  the  apportionment  bill, 
as  amended  by  the  senate,  be  taken  up.  The  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  taken  up  accord- 
ingly. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  were  then  read,  viz: 
alter  the  ratio  from  .50,179  to  70,080,  and  give  an 
additional  memher  to  such  slates  as  may  have  more 
than  a  inoiely  of  the  latter  ratjo,  | 


Mr.  EreieUmsAe  some  remarks,  and  concluded  by  | 
moving  the  previous  question.  | 

Mr.  .lilams  requested  the  gentleman  to  with- 1 
draw  the  motion,  as  he  wished  to  debate  the  amend-  I 
ments.  ] 

Mr.  Everetl  said  the  extreme  urgency  of  the  case, 
would  not  permit  him  to  comply. 

The  question  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  was  then  put.  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Mams  then  took  the  floor,  and  gave  his  views 
on  the  amendments,  at  considerable  length.  He  hoped 
the  house  would  insist  on  its  own  ratio  of  50,179, 
but  he  had  no  objection  to  that  amendment  of  the 
senate  which  gave  those  states  an  additional  member, 
which  may  have  a  fraction  of  more  than  a  moiety  of 
the  ratio.  To  the  latter,  however,  he  moved  several 
additional  amendments.  He  denounced  the  conduct 
of  the  senate,  in  attempting  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  representation  in  the  house,  as  contrary  to  the 
course  of  God  and  nature.  This  house,  said  he,  is 
the  democratic  branch;  it  represents  the 'people;  and 
that  the  number  of  representatives  otight  to  increase 
with  the  population,  is  a  first  principle  of  pure  de- 
mocracy. The  greater  the  number  of  representa- 
tives, the  greater  would  be  the  influence  of  demo- 
cracy. He  contended,  with  much  earnestness,  that 
the  senate  has  no  right  to  dictate  to  the  house  as  to 
what  its  representation  shall  be.  In  his  opinion, 
there  is  a  continual  tendency  in  the  several  branches 
of  our  government  to  encroach  upon  each  other. 

After  some  remarks  from  .Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  the 
floor  was  taken  by  Mr.  Piekens,  who  replied  to  Mr. 
Jldams  and  regretted  to  hear  the  gentleman  denounce 
the  senate  as  an  aristocratic  body — a  body  which 
u'as  the  result  of  compromise,  and  which  was  a  legi- 
timate portion  of  the  government.  Mr.  P.  then  ad- 
A  ocated  the  ratio  fixed  by  the  senate,  as  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  dignity  and  strength  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  after  a  short  speech,  mov- 
ed to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table  with 
the  view,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  to  originate  a  new 
bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble was  lost.  Yeas  G3,  nays  135. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  took  the  floor,  and  delivered  a 
speech  in  favor  of  carrying  out  the  theory  of  the  go- 
vernment by  increasing  the  number  of  representa- 
tives in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population. 

Mr.  McKay  argued  in  favor  of  a  smaller  number 
of  representatives.  He  said  gentlemen  appeared  to 
forget  the  great  amount  of  representation  we  have, 
including  the  state  legislature.  The  total  amount  of 
representation  was  above  /ire  thousand.  He  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  ratio  fixed  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  when  Mr.  .Mums  got  up  he  ge- 
nerally sent  his  bullets  whizzing  by  the  heads  of  gen- 
tlemen for  whom  he  intended  them.  The  gentleman 
had  said  that  a  high  ratio  was  essentially  aristocratic, 
and,  said  Mr.  U.  as  I  have  advocated  a  large  ratio,  the 
cap  fits  me.  He  then  made  an  elaborate  argument  in 
favor  of  a  large  ratio. 

Mr,  Bowne  followed  in  a  speech  after  which  the 
main  question,  viz:  shall  the  house  concur  in  the  first 
amendment  of  the  senate  striking  out  the  number 
of  50,179,  and  inserting  70,680?  was  put  and  non-con- 
eun-cd  in.     The  vote  was,  yeas  95,  nays  112. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Sprigg  and 
Campbell,  ofS.  Carolina, 

Mr.  Bolts  rose  and  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
Mr.  Pendie.lon''s  proposed  amendment  to  the  rules  (in 
relation  to  debate  in  committee)  had  this  day  been 
laid  on  the  table. 

-And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  i?o/(.'!,  the  house  adjourned. 

Ti7ESDAT,  June  14.  Mr.  Young,  of  New  York, 
moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vole  by  which  the 
house  last  evening  disagreed  with  the  senate  upon 
the  ratio  of  representation  to  the  apportionment  bill. 

After  a  call  of  the  house,  the  question  was  put 
upon  Mr.  you/ig-'s  motion,  and  the  house  refused  to 
reconsider  by  a  vote  of  108  to  106. 

The  question  now  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
of  the  senate,  proposing  a  representation  of  frac- 
tions. Mr.  Tlifimpson,  of  Miss,  proposed  an  arnend- 
inenl  to  the  effect  that  30,000  should  be  a  fraction 
suflicicnt  to  elect  a  representative  beyond  the  ratio 
agreed  upon.  Mr.  Thompson  defended  his  amend- 
ment in  a  brief  speech,  hut  one_  which  affected  chief- 
ly the  interests  of  Mississippi.  His  amendment  was 
voted  down. 

Mt.Mams  gave  his  opinion  briefly  and  anew  upon 
the  question  of  a  fracliiinal  representation.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  spoko  upon  the  question  and 
against  the  action  of  the  scnata. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  upon  the  question  of  eon- 
curivnce,  and  the  house  by  a  vote  of  151  to  56,  de- 
cided not  to  concur,  and  ot  course  that  there  should 
be  no  friictional  representation. 


All  the  senate  amendments  were  thus  non-con- 
curred in,  and  the  bill  passed  from  the  house  to  the 
senate. 

Mr.  Fillmore's  resolution  to  take  the  temporary  re- 
venue bill  from  the  committee  was  then  on  his  mo- 
tion considered  and  modified  so  as  to  provide  that 
all  debate  thereon  in  committee  of  the  whole  should 
terminate  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock,  and  that  then  the 
committee  should  proceed  to  vote  on  its  adoption  or 
its  various  amendments. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then  taken, 
and  by  yeas  112,  nays  96,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Wm.  C.  Johmon,  the  house  went 
into  committee,  and  •resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  extend  for  a  limited  period  the  present 
existing  tariff  laws,  (Mr.  McKennan,  of  Fenn.  in  the 
chair.) 

Mr.  Roosevelt  had  moved  an  amendment  striking 
out  the  proviso,  which  amendment  Mr.  G'u-in  had 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  16th 
line,  the  words,  "to  a  later  period  than  1st  August, 
1842."  And  the  pending  question  was  on  Mr.  Gicin's 
amendment. 

Mr.  Gilmer  spoke  against  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
viso, and  against  distribution  in  the  present  stale  of 
the  treasury.  He  considered  the  title  "revenue"  as 
I  but  a  specious  title  for  this  bill,  and  that  the  bill  vio- 
lated the  compromise  act  of  1833,  and  the  proviso 
in  the  distribution  act  of  last  year;  which  proviso 
he  considered  also  as  a  compromise  equally  binding 
with  the  act  of  1833.  Its  object  was  to  attempt  to 
unite  the  distribution  party  in  this  house  and  the  pro- 
tection party,  against  the  third  party  which  went 
for  a  revenue  to  meet  economical  expenditures. 
This  bill  would  also  repeal  the  whole  of  our  reve- 
nue system,  and  if  passed,  would,  by  limiting  the 
existing  revenne  laws  to  the  1st  August  and  no  lon- 
ger, throw  the  government  into  chaos.  Mr.  G.  was 
in  favor  of  extending  the  present  revenue  laws  "till 
the  further  action  of  congress,"  and  if  the  proviso 
were  struck  out,  he  saw  not  why  the  bill  should  not 
pass  in  half  an  hour.  The  true  question  was,  whe- 
ther congress  should  re-enact  the  distribution  law 
without  the  20  per  cent  clause,  whether  the  land 
proceeds  should  be  given  to  the  states,  revenue  or  no 
revenue.  He  had  always  argued  the  distribution  as 
but  a  fiscal  question,  and  he  believed  that  as  such, 
and  as  a  question  of  financial  policy  at  the  present 
time,  and  also  that  in  faith  to  the  20  per  cent,  com- 
promise, this  proviso  should  not  be  adopted.  When 
the  distribution  scheme  was  adopted  v/e  had  an  over- 
flowing treasury. 

Mr.  Goggin  said  that  the  government  had  at  that 
time  actually  commenced  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  that  we  had  millions  which  v.ere 
distributed.  Now,  however,  we  are  in  debt,  and  an 
effort  is  made  to  give  protection  above  20  per  cent, 
and  also  distribution  at  the  same  time.  If  this  hill 
does  not  pass,  the  distribution  men  will  be  obliged  to 
stick  to  tlie  compromise  under  the  distribution  law, 
in  order  to  get  their  distribution.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  endeavored  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of 
this  government,  would  endeavor  to  disappoint  both 
the  high  tariff  and  the  distribution  parties,  and 
would,  therefore,  oppose  the  passage  of  this  law. 
Mr.  G.  asked  why  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  not  introduced  his  revenue  bill 
before.  That  gentleman  had  said  that  he  would  not 
sit  still  and  fold-his  hands,  while  others  played  the 
demagogue  on  this  floor.  He  supposed  that  that  was 
a  mere  lapsus  lingucc  of  the  gentleman.  The  chair- 
man, the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  might  have  had 
foresight  enough  to  know  that  the  30th  June  would 
soon  arrive.  Mr.  G.  was  in  favor  of  extending  tho 
present  revenue  laws  until  the  farther  action  of  con- 
gress, so  that  if  any  accident  should  bring  about  an 
adjournment,  tho  government  would  still  go  on,  but 
was  opposed  to  interfering  with  the  compromise 
clause  of  tho  distribution  act. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  SiM  it  was  no  vital  question 
with  him  whetlier  the  hill  passed  or  not;  the  great 
subject,  distribution  and  tariff  must  come  up  and 
must  be  decided.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Gi^iiirr,)  had  treated  the  subject  of  dislribulioii 
as  one  of  policy  only.  Mr.  J.  considered  it  as  one 
of  principle.  The  constitution  gave  to  congress  the 
most  ample  resources  for  the  procurement  of  means 
to  conduct  the  government, and  the  public  lands  never 
entered  into  the  contemplation  of  its  framers  as  a 
sourtie  of  national  I'tvenue.  It  provided  other  and 
abundant  sources.  Mr.  J.  had  seen  reports  from 
committees  of  both  houses  which  held  a  dilferent 
language,  but  ho  considered  them  shallow  and  Un- 
statcsmanlike.  The  lands  had  been  surrendered  by 
the  states  for  state  objects,  and  the  deeds  of  cession 
wore  as  solemn  as  so  many  treaties.  Tho  state  of 
the  revenue  whether  high  or  low,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  was  for 
keeping  expenditures  down  to  their  ;>tfiuininn,  and 
keeping  iho  revenue  down  to  the  expenditures,  this 
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revenue  to  include  llie  land  proceeds  and  never  to 
be  distribnieil  till  there  ^vas  a  surplus.     He  nii-^ht  as 
well  say  ttien,  thai,  there  never  should  be  n  disti-ibii- 
tion.     The  gentleman    professed    himself  friendly  to 
distribution  S]ih  moi!o;  but  such  friendship  as  that  dif- 
fered   in   nothing  from  perfect  and  determined    hos- 
tility.    The  constitutional  sources  of  revenue  were 
amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  the   e^jigencies  of  gov- 
ernment.    What!  were  we  to  be  told  that  the  impo- 
sition of  dulles  to  the  amount  of  20  or  24,  or  97  mil- 
lions, would  crush  this   mighty  American  people  to 
the  dust!     Mr.  .T.  considered  the  feeling  of  disfavor 
to  a  tariff,  and  of  any  kind,  and  amount,  as  but  limi- 
ted in  its  extent;  it  was  not   tlie  feeling  of  the  coun- 
try.    Mr.  .!.  never  would  have  voted  for  the  proviso 
in  the  distribution  bill  limiting  its  action  had  he  been 
present.     He  knew  not  whether  this  bill  or  either  of 
the  revenue  hills  wouhl  become  a  law,  he  had  indeed 
some  doubts  on   that  point  in  regard  to  all  tliree  of 
the  bills,  but  he  should  discharge  his  own  duty  fear- 
lessly, and  now  gave   notice,  that  should  the  clause 
in  this  bill,  providing  for  distribution  together  with 
revenue,  fail,  he  would  take  the  earliest  practicable 
moment  to  apply  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  ascertain   the  amount  of  the 
state  debts,  with   a   viev/ of  preparing  for   their  as- 
sumption  by  the  general  government,  and   pledging 
the  proceeds  of.  the  public  lands  for  their  full   liqui- 
dation.    This  was  the  result  of  no  caucus  delibera- 
tions, of  no  party  dictation.     He  had  consulted  with 
no  one,  and   acted   but  for  himself,  and  unprompted 
by  any,  and  asked  gentlemen  to  pause  till  such  a  bill 
should  have  been  introduced,  and  till  they  shall  have 
heard  the  arguments  in  its  support.     He  should  now 
forbear   from    even    shadowing    forth    the    grounds 
which  should  be  taken,  and  the  principles  that  would 
be  adduced  in  support  of  them.     He  would  only  say 
in  advance,  that  the  unindebted  states  need  not  take 
alarm,  as  they  v/ould  receive  a  remuneration  in  pro- 
portion trt  their  population  equal  v/ith  the  indebted 
slates.     If  congress,  with  the  abundant  means  that 
government  possessed  was  going  to  wrest  from  the 
states  their  own  property,  and  not  allow  them  to  ap- 
ply it   to  the   payment  of  their   own   debts — states 
overwhelmed   in  debt,  whose  fatiiers  hod  fought  for 
th'esclands,  and  who  v,'ere  now  about  to  be  sold  out 
by  the  sheriff,  it  was  matter  for  the  people  to  look 
into,  and  most  assuredly  they  would  look  into  it  nar- 
rowly.     Opposition  might  be  voted  down  here  and 
in  the  ether  house,  but  there  v.'ould  come  a  refluent 
■wave  whose  broad  and  -trong bosom  would  carry  out 
the  public  purpose  over  ail  that  might  attempt  resis- 
tance. Mr.  J.  was  aware  that  high  names  and  strong 
prejudices  could  be  arrayed  against  this  proposition 
of  assumption;  but  when   the  people  had   examined 
it,  they  would  come  to  such  a  result  as  they  did  at 
the  close  of  our   revolutionary  war,  when   congress 
was   marie  to  assume  tiie   debts   of  the  states,  and 
pledged  the  public  lands  as  a  smking   fund  for  their 
redemption.     As  Mr.  J.  had  warned   last  winter,  so 
lie  still  holds  the  belief,  that  if  distribution  were  re- 
fused, there  lies  a  question  in  its  rear   which   would 
rouse  the  people  until  they  forced  congress  to  relieve 
them.     He  would  embrace  the  earliest  possible  op- 
portunity to  carry  this  belief  out   into  action.     The 
tax  gatherer  is  abroad  in  the   land,  and    his  visits 
are  not  theoretical,  and   his  words   are  no  fanciful 
speeches  of  air-drawn  theory.     His  voice   was  the 
stern  voice  of  the  law,  and  his  grasp,  instead  of  be- 
ing  the  warm   clasp  of  friendly   greeting,    was  the 
cold  unfeeling  arrest  which  bore  off  all  a   man  had, 
and  sold  it  before  his  face.     Mr.  J's  own  preference 
would  be  to  repeal  the  restrictive  clause  in  the  dis- 
tribution bill,  and  let  the  land   proceeds  be  divided 
now  and  forever  among  the  states.     It  was  true  that 
last  year  he  had  reported  a  bill  which  provided,  that 
in  case  of  war  surh  distribution  should  cease.  But  he 
did  it  officially,  against  his  own   opinion,  which  he 
would  now  avow.     It  was,  that  distribution  ought  to 
continue  through  war  as  vi'ell  as  peace;  and  his  own 
private  wish    would   be    that  a  large    portion  of  the 
proceeds  should  go  to  the  education  of  the  children  of 
the  people.     Should  the    contingency   arise,  he  had 
resolved  on    this  course,  thougli  there  should  be  no 
vote  besides  his  own  in  its  favor.     Reject  this  mea- 
sure of  distribution,  and  the  question  o(  assumption  or 
repudiation  would  become  the  question  of  the  coun- 
try.    If  the  millions  upon  millions  of  public  lands 
which  rightfully  belonged  to  the  people  of  the  states 
should  be  wrested  from   them  it  v/ould  make  that 
other  question  omkifotbnt. 

Mr.  Gordon  insisted  that  the  distribution  bill  had 
been  passed  as  a  tinancial  question  merely  and  not 
upon  the  ground  which  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land claimed  for  it.  And  he  doubted  if  that  gentle- 
man had  been  here,  whether  he  would  not  too  have 
voted  for  the  restriction  clause  sooner  than  lose  the  bill, 
which  he  must  otherwise  have  done.  The  whigs  had 
claimed  the  lands  as  belonging  to  the  states  alone  yet 
had  inserted  a  clause  implying  directly,  the  contrary 


and  admitting  its  proceeds  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
general  govr mment  whenever  its  necessities  demand- 
d  them.  Mr.  G.  severely  condemned  the  doctrine  of 
assumption.  It  was  charged  against  the  whigs  on 
the  stumps,  was  stoutly  denied,  atid  is  now  avowed 
in  the  face  of  day.  Had  such  avowals  been  made 
when  the  hill  was  pending  it  never  would  have  be- 
come a  law.  New  York  would  not  pay  for  the  ca- 
nals or  rather  mud  holes  of  Indiana.  However  po- 
entia!  might  be  the  gentleman's  voice  in  Maryland, 
t  would  be  hard  for  the  wave  of  opinion  of  which 
bespoke  to  pass  the  line  of  that  state.  The  gentle- 
man had  made  the  tour  of  that  state  not  long  since, 
but  where  were  the  waves  that  followed  his  voice. 
He  had  called,  as  old  Canute  another  dignitary  had 
once  done,  but  they  obeyed  not  his  voice.  They  had 
not  lifted  him  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  The  gen- 
tleman had  inveighed  against  speeches  of  mere  de- 
clamation, but  he  had  himself  favored  the  house 
with  one  of  as  many  words  and  as  few  thoughts  as 
it  was  often  their  privilege  to  hear.  He  had  so  long 
dwelled  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  that  he 
seemed  to  have  become  almost  insane. 

Mr.  Pope  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to  a  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  W.  C.  Jolnison  tiiat  the  committee  rise, 
which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Weo.n-esdat,  June  15.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
more the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  (Mr.  JMcKenntm  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  chair) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  provisional 
tariff  bill  extending  the  ]iresent  laws  to  August  the 
1st,  with  the  proviso  that  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  shall  be  made. 

Mr.Po;)eaddressedthecomniilteeand  was  sure  that 
no  man  of  either  party  would  go  for  assumption  of  the 
state  debts,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson)  would  qualify  the  language  he 
had  somev/hat  hastily  employed.  Mr.  P.  desired  to 
discriminate  his  plan  from  the  one  of  that  gentleman 
and  hoped  they  would  not  be  confounded. 

His  own  plan  was,  that  congress,  having  distribut- 
ed the  avails  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states, 
should  anticipate  those  avails,  say  for  thirty  or  forty 
years,  and  on  that  basis  should  issue  a  stock  for  one 
hundred  millions,  or  say  eighty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  let  this  be  subdivided  among  all  the  states  of  the 
union,  indebted  or  not.  This  would  enable  those  in 
debt  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debt,  and  in  some 
cases  a  part  of  the  principal.  This  was  not  a  propo- 
sal to  assume  state  debts.  Far  from  it.  It  was  only 
to  change  the  modus  operandi  in  making  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  by  giving  them  in 
the  most  efficient  and  most  beneficial  form.  Mr.  P. 
insisted  that  this  scheme  was  not  visionary,  but  per- 
fectly practicable;  and  that  we  owed  it  to  the  coun- 
try as  a  relief  to  its  distresses  and  embarrassments. 
Itwasdue  toournationalcharacter,andto  ptiblic  cre- 
dit; and  this  plan  of  his  would  place  them  on  high  and 
honorable  ground  for  half  a  century  to  come.  It  went 
to  impose  no  original  taxes,  but  merely  to  prevent 
controversies  and  speculations  and  political  schem- 
ing about  the  land  fund.  It  was  no  party  measure; 
and  he  invoked  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  house 
to  its  support.  He  alluded  to  the  contempt  into  which 
our  credit  had  fallen  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  expressed  his  sorrow  and  indignation  at  his 
country's  dishonor.  Ho  thought  his  plan  a  feasible 
mode  of  extricating  Ihe  states  from  their  trouble; 
and  he  wislied  to  draw  it  forth  to  public  notice  and 
examination,  being  sure  it  would  cast  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  effectually  into  the  shade. 
[A  laugh.]  Al'ter  further  remarks,  too  imperfectly 
heard  to  bo  here  given,  Mr.  P.  disclaimed  being  a 
follower  of  men — avowed  his  own  political  inde- 
pendence—admitted that  he  had  ever  opposed  any 
restriction  on  the  distribution  bill,  and  said  he  should 
still  oppose  it.  He  had  not  accepted  this  as  a  bar- 
gain to  carry  the  bill,  but  had  boldly  put  his  veto 
upon  it,  and  he  was  now  ready  for  its  repeal.  The 
real  question  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  this, 
shall  the  land  distribution  bill  be  repealed?  He  was 
against  its  repeal.  It  had  neverbeen  a  favorite  mea- 
sure with  him;  nor  had  he  declaimed,  as  many  had 
done,  about  the  right  of  the  states  to  these  lands:  he 
had  heard  a  very  great  man  say  that  they  belonged 
not  to  the  states,  but  to  the  nation.  As  the  lands 
had  been  wrested  from  the  grasp  of  Great  Britain  by 
the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  all,  they  rightful- 
ly pertained  to  all.  Without  pretending  to  decide 
this  question,  he  went  for  distribution  and  against 
the  restricting  clause,  which  looked  to  the  compro- 
mise act.  Mr.  P.  continued  with  his  remarks  and 
having  concluded 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  proviso. 
Mr.  JVIiUe,  of  la.  next  addressed  the  committee. 
Mr.  Kennedii,  of  Md.  supported  the  bill. 
Mr.  Gfimi/e;  replied  to  Mr.  (»'/ii(e,  of  la. 
Mr.  Fillmm-e,  made  explanations  in  relation  to  the 
bill,  and  its  progress  and  vindicated  the  action  of  the 
comroittes  of  ways  and  means. 


Mr.   .HrnM,  of   Ten.   said   gentlemen  harangued 
about  distribution  as  if  the  public  lands  were  yield- 
ing a  sum    worthy  of  being   contended  for.     They  " 
yielded   nothing   comparatively    and    would   notfj 
years  to  come.     M.  A.  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  //rt/)f7-,s/(ain  considered  the  bill  as  a  violation>f 
the  compromise  act  and  a  violation  of  the  compro- 
mise implied  in  the  20  per  cent,  clause  of  the  land 
distribution  bill  of  last  session. 

The  hour  of  two  o'clock  having  arrived  the  com- 
mittee proceeded  to  vote  on  all  amendments  pending 
or  which  might  be  offered. 

Mr.  RooseveWs  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  v/as 
rejected  by  yeas  103,  noes  113. 

Mr.  Giriji'.s  amendment  to  add  the  words  *'to  a 
later  period  than  Istof  August,  1842"  was  rejected 
by  a  vole  of  yeas  87,  noes  111. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "until 
the  1st  of  August  and  no  longer"  and  insert  "until 
the  same  shall  he  changed  by  law."  Rejected  by 
yeas  90,  noes  10.^.  The  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  as  amended  to  the  house;  and  the  house  con- 
curred in  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Eastman  moved  to  slike  out  the  proviso.  His 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  107, 
nays  113;  and  the  question  being  now  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  it  was  passed  by  the  following  vole: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landaff  W.  An- 
drews, Sherlock  .T.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Ayc- 
rigg.  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Boardman,  Botts, 
Bricgs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown.  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Carn- 
thers,  Casey,  Childs,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark.  Staley 
N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cra- 
vens, Gushing,  G.  Davis,  Deberry,  J.  Edwards, 
Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  Howard,  Hiid- 
.son.  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingcrsoll,  James  Irvin,  Wm. 
W.  Irwin,  James,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan, 
S.  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Parmenter,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Pow- 
ell, Ramsey,  Benjamin  P>.andall,  Alexander  Randall, 
Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Wm.  Russell,  James 
iM.  Russell,  Saitonstall,  Shepperd,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Tru.  Smith,  Sprigs,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Straton,  A.  H. 
H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Siimtners,  Taliaferro, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Under- 
wood, Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Washington,  E.  D. 
White,  Joseph  L.White, Thos.  W.Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Yorke,  A.  Young.  J.  Young— 116. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black, 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butller,  Green 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles, 
Colquit,  M.  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel.  R.  D.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Chas.  A.  Floyd,  For 
nance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gilmer,  Wm.  O. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Gusline,  Gwin,  Habersham,  Harris, 
J.  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hous- 
ton, Hubard,  Hunter,  Chas.  J.  IngersoU,  Jack,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  A.  Kennedy,  King, 
Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  R. 
McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  John 
Thompson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Miller,  New- 
hard,  Oliver,  Patridge,  Payne,  Ficlcens,  Plumer, 
Profiit  Read,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rbett, 
Riggs,  Piogers,  Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shields, 
Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Sweney,  J.  Thompson,, 
Turney,  Van  Buren,  Warren,  Watterson,  Weller, 
V/estbrook,  James  W.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood— 103. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  informing 
the  house  of  the  passage  of  Ihe  bill  for  the  armed 
occupation  of  Florida,  and  also  informing  that  the 
senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the  apportion- 
ment bill. 

The  apportionment  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Everett,  taken  up. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  that  the  house  recede  from  its 
disagreement  to  both  the  amendments  of  the  senate; 
and  the  question  being  taken  first  on  the  first  amend- 
ment substituting  70,GS0  for  50,179,  shall  the  house 
recede? ;  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  104, 
nays  1 10.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  2nd 
amendment  (in  relation  to  fractions,)  and  the  house 
refused  to  recede. 

Mr.  IF.  C.  Johnson  moved  that  the  house  adhere  to 
its  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  shall  the  house  ad- 
here to  its  disagrcemeut  to  the  first  amendment  of 
the  senate?,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
noes  127,  yeas  80. 

The  question  on  adhering  tolls  disagreement  to  the 
2iid  amendment  being  about  to  be  taken,  on  aiotioR 
the  house  adjourned, 
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Central  America.  Balize  papers  to  May  14th 
state  that  the  ex-president  Morazan  passed  near  the 
port  of  Realejo,  apparently  bound  for  Costa  Rica. 
He  had  five  vessels,  one  of  which  mounted  eight 
guns  and  was  accompanied  by  all  his  ol  I  officers  and 
had  funds  in  abundance.  The  claims  of  Great  Britain 
against  Central  America  are  to  be  prosecuted  by  her 
diplomatic  agent. 

ANTI40IT1ES.  A  curious  discovery  of  a  Roman 
villa,  with  various  antiquities,  has  been  made  at 
Comberton,  in  Cambridgeshire,  Eng.  It  is  described 
as  nearly  as  perfect  as  some  of  the  houses  at  Pom- 
peii. 

J.  T.  AuDtiBON,  the  American  ornithologist,  has 
received  as  a  compliment  from  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, through  the  hands  of  the  Russian  minister  to  the 
United  States,  a  magnificent  gold  snuff  box,  studded 
with  costly  diamonds — estimated  to  have  cost  over 
two  thousand  dollars. 

Bakk  Items.  The  attempt  of  the  Banks  of  New 
Orleans  to  resume  specie  payments  has  proved  una- 
Tailing.  They  resumed  on  the  18th  and  19th  ult.; 
an  immediate  depreciation  of  the  Municipality  notes 
ensued,  and  on  the  20th  a  mob  destroyed  several 
brokers'  shops,  but  was  soon  quelled  with  the  arrest 
of  the  ringleaders.  In  a  few  days,  more  than  $600,- 
000  were  drained  from  them.  Some  disagreement 
amongst  themselves  led  to  distrust;  a  panic  and  a  se- 
vere run  ensued,  which  some  of  them  maintained  for 
several  days,  but  finally  all  had  to  suspend.  The 
Citizens  bank  and  Louisiana  state  bank  on  the  31st 
ult.  announced  that  they  suspend  until  the  5th  Dec'r. 
The  Consolidated  bank,  the  Commercial  bank  and 
the  Canal  bank  were  overwhelmed  on  the  1st  inst. 
The  crowd  was  tremendous  and  some  lives  were 
lost.  The  City  bank  held  out  until  the  2d  inst.  but 
then  gave  in.  The  Mechanics  and  Traders  bank,  the 
CarroUton  bank,  the  Union  bank,  and  the  Bank  of 
Louisiana  continue  to  pay  specie,  but  except  the  lat- 
ter, they  are  said  to  have  no  notes  out,  and  to  be  do- 
ing but  little  business. 

Buenos  Ayres  Massacre.  Letters  from  Buenos 
Ayres  speak  of  a  massacre  of  the  centralists  or  Uni- 
tarians, commenced  by  the  federalists,  their  political 
opponents  in  that  city,  as  soon  as  they  heard  of  the 
successes  of  their  army  in  the  north.  The  public 
papers  preserved  silence  on  the  subject.  On  the 
night  of  the  11th  of  April,  the  anniversary  of  Gen. 
Rosas'  installation,  they  commenced  the  work  of 
butchery,  and  cut  the  throats  of  all  Ihcy  met  in  the 
streets  of  the  Unitarians,  and  threw  their  bodies  In 
a  cart  to  be  taken  out  of  the  city.  Two  or  three  hun 
dred  had  fallen  victims. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  heads  of  two  per 
sons  were  found  hanging  in  the  principal  public  beef 
market,  having  had  blue  ribbons  drawn  through  their 
nostrils.  Many  of  these  assassinations  were  acts  of 
private  vengeance;  and  it  was  not  till  others  had 
been  killed  besides  centralists,  that  the  authorities 
interfered. 

These  proceedings  have  been  entirely  among  the 
natives  tliemselves.  The  rights  and  property  of  fo' 
reigners  have  been  respected. 

The  Unitarians  were  escaping  to  Montevideo  and 
elsewhere,  as  many  of  them  as  could.  Rosas  has  is- 
sued a  decree  disapproving  of  these  atrocities. 

Canada  improvements.  A  writer  in  the  last  To- 
ronto Patriot  estimates  the  money  to  be  expended  in 
making  internal  improvements,  in  the  province  this 
season,  at  .£600,000,  or  about  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lion9,of  dollars.  All  the  Canadian  prints  and  business 
men  seem  to  rejoice  exceedingly  at  the  circumstance 
that  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  is  abandoned 
for  some  years  at  least,  while  rival  improvements  in 
Canada  are  prosecuted  with  vigor  and  will  soon  be 
completed. 

Corn  brings  in  the  Baltimore  market,  53  to  55. 

Chicago  is  now  abundantly  supplied  with  the  pure 
water  of  Lake  Michigan,  raised  by  steam  engines. 

Cboton  AquEDCCT,  (New  York.)  Messrs.  Ste- 
■vens,  Ward,  Ring,  and  Birdsall,  the  water  commis- 
sioners, have  been  making  a  journey  through  the 
aqueduct,  entering  at  its  mouth,  the  Croton  river, 
and  pursuing  their  course  along  the  tunnel  thirty- 
three  miles,  sometimes  above  ground  and  sometimes 
below;  occupying  in  the  whole  three  days.  The 
general  condition  of  the  work  they  found  good,  and 
the  small  checks  and  some  openings  left  to  draw  the 
water  while  the  last  finish  was  being  put  upon  the 
work,  have  been  directed  to  be  closed  up.  The  line 
of  aqueduct  and  the  dam  will  both  be  so  far  comple- 
ted as  to  introduce  the  water  into  tlie  city  by  the 
time  proposed  by  the  commissioners— on  the  4th  of  | 


I  July.  The  pipes  across  the  Harlem  river  are  alrea- 
j  dy  laid,  and  have  been  filled  with  water  to  prove 
I  their  tightness  and    ability  to  resist  the    head,  which 

is  about  120  feet.  In  both  respects  the  proof  was 
j  satisfactory. 

j  CoNKECTiccT.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the 
:  10th  instant. 

:  The  house  of  representatives  by  a  vote  of  107  to 
'  54,  have  passed  a  bill  to  repeal  all  laws  regulating 
j  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors. 

I  They  have  postponed  till  the  next  session  the  bill 
'  for  the  total  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt;  and 

appointed  four  commissioners,  viz;  Samuel  Church, 
I  Ralph  I.  Ingersoll,  Isaac  Toucey,  and  Stillman  K. 
i  Wightman,  to  take  that  subject  into  consideration, 
I  and  also  the  attachment  laws,  and  report  at  the  next 
'  session  such  bill  or  bills  on  the  subjects  as  they  may 

think  are  demanded  by  the  people. 
:      The  house  by  a  vote  of  97  to  50,  have  also  passed 

a  bill  prohibiting  students  from  obtaining  a  residence 

so  as  to  be  qualified  to  vote  in  the  town  where  they 

are  obtaining  an  education.     This  bill  is  intended  to 

apply  particularly  to  Yale  College. 

Consul.  The  president  has  recognised  Frederick 
Boiler  Garf  as  vice  consul  of  the  Oriental  Republic 
of  Uruguay  for  the  port  of  Baltimore. 

The  FESTIVAL  IN  honor  of  Henry  Clay,  at  Lex- 
[  ington,  Kentucky,  on  June  10,  was  attended  by  from 
15  to  25,000  people  of  whom  2  or  3,000  were  ladies. 
A  banner  was  presented  by  a  deputation  from  the 
wliigs  of  Ohio,  to  the  ladies  of  Kentucky,  the  state 
whose  highest  majority  in  the  late  election  of  presi- 
dent Harrison,  won  the  flag.  When  the  13th  senti- 
ment in  toast  of  Henry  Clay  had  been  read,  and  the 
repeated  cheers  with  which  it  was  received  had  sub- 
sided, he  arose  and  addressed  the  vast  assembly  for 
two  hours. 

Deaths.  James  Barbour,  ex-governor  of  Virginia 
and  for  many  years  speaker  of  her  house  of  dele- 
gates and  senator  in  congress,  also  formerly  secreta- 
ry of  war  and  minister  to  Great  Britain,  died  at  his 
residence  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  on  June  8th, 
aged  67  years,  minus  3  days. 

Henry  Southard  (fatherof  the  late  president  of  the 
senate)  died  at  his  residence,  Somerset  county,  New 
Jersey,  on  22d  ult.  aged  95  years. 

There  were  116  interments  at  New  York  last 
week. 

Monroe  Edwards  Convicted.  The  jury  in  the 
case  of  Monroe  Edwards,  on  trial  for  forgery  for  se- 
veral days  past,  before  the  court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner, New  York,  came  into  court  a  little  after  10 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  after  having  been  out 
since  4^  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  Monday,  and  reamed  a 
verdict  of  guitttj. 

The  Earthquake.  Detailsof  the  late  earthquake 
in  the  West  Indies  continue  to  reach  us.  It  was  se- 
verely felt  at  Turks  Island,  at  Salt  Key,  by  the 
Tweed  steamer  at  sea,  whose  captain  believed  she 
had  struck  a  rock,  and  at  St.  Domingo  where  the 
American  consul  perished. 

Exchange.  New  York  on  England  7i;  on  France 
5,40;  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  J  a  par. 
Virginia  9.',  a  22;  N.  Carolina  3. 

The  exploring  squadron,  which  left  the  United 
States  in  August  1838,  has  returned  with  many  curio- 
sities of  the  Pacific,  South  and  Australian  seas,  and 
with  the  numerous  and  valuable  results  of  their  ex- 
plorations. 

Florida.  Meetings  in  favor  of  a  state  govern- 
ment are  being  held  in  the  different  counties  of  Mid- 
dle and  West  Florida.  So  far  as  we  can  learn, 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice  has  been  raised  against 
the  measure.     So  say  the  Florida  papers. 

Geological  Changes.  The  editor  of  the  Far- 
mer's Monthly  Visitor  says  that  where  the  Merri- 
mack river  flowed  deep  in  its  bed,  sufUcient  to  float 
a  74  gun  ship,  thirty-three  years  ago,  he  hasforseve- 
ral  years  past  mowed  good  English  grass,  at  the  rate 
of  two  tons  of  hay  to  the  acre,  and  where  he  raised 
stout  corn  twenty-five  years  ago,  is  now  the  centre  of 
the  greatest  depth  of  the  river!  He  furthermore 
says  that  no  human  power  can  alter  these  changes, 
constantly  going  on  in  the  Concord  intervale,  since  the 
encroachments  of  the  river  commence  in  the  quick- 
sand at  the  centre,  where  neither  layei-s  of  rocks,  or 
trees,  or  driven  piles  have  any  effect!  [Boston  Mer- 
cantile Joxirntd. 

Individual  items.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  on  10th  inst.  on  his  way  westward.  Mr. 
Vdhotm  has  gone  to  the  south  on  a  visit  to  his  gold 
mines  in  Georgia  which  are  yielding  from  630  to 
1,802  dwts.  per  day. 


Indians.  The  Madisonian  says  that  recent  advices, 
have  been  received  at  the  war  department,  which 
furnish  ground  for  a  serious  apprehension  that  a  con- 
flict will  take  place  betvt-een  the  Sioux  and  that  por- 
tion of  the  united  band  of  the  Ottawas,  Chippewas 
and  Potawatamies,  living  near  the  Council  Bluffs. 

Crops  in  Illinois  will  be  abundant,  but  the  locust- 
and  army  worm  are  said  to  abound  in  the  state.  The 
Mioa  Telegraph  says:  "The  locusts  have  literally 
taken  possession  of  the  forests.  Never  within  our' 
recollection  have  we  seen  such  quantities  as  at  pre- 
sent exist  in  this  section  of  the  state.  The  result,' 
doubtless,  will  prove  the  destruction  to  a  great  ex-' 
tent,  of  the  foliage,  as  well  as  the  small  limbs  of  the 
trees." 

Loans.  The  loan  of  $1,128,300  recently  negotia- 
ted for  the  state  of  New  York  was  taken  by  207  in- 
dividuals. The  city  loan  was  taken  in  the  same 
manner.  They  are  now  selling  at  Ij  a  2'  premium. 
They  pay  seven  per  cent  interest  now. 

The  British  navy,  the  largest  in  the  world,  em- 
ploys in  time  of  peace  33,000  able  bodied  seamen, 
2,000  lads,  and  13,000  rojal  marines,  forming  in  all 
an  effective  force  of  46,000  men,  and  2,000  lads. 

Rhode  Isl.and.  The  suffrage  men  continue  to 
hold  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  an  or- 
ganization to  eventually  secure  the  changes  in  the 
constitution  for  which  they  have  been  contending. 
Several  penitential  communications  have  lately  been 
published  by  actors  in  the  late  commotions.  Among 
them  Z.  Allen,  the  uncle  of  Mr.  Dorr,  denies  the 
statements  of  Mr.  Anthony  respecting  a  compromise. 
Mr.  H.  D'Wolf,  their  late  military  leader,  states 
that  he  took  command  for  no  purpose  but  to  keep 
order,  prevent  bloodshed,  and  protect  property,  and 
was  so  placed  as  to  be  unable  to  avoid  it. 

New  York  School  Commissioners.  The  election 
has  resulted  in  the  choice  of  13  in  favor  and  21 
against  the  new  school  law.  The  majority  is  eight 
therefore,  against  the  law — thewhigs  and  four  of  the 
opposition  being  opposed  to  it. — J^.  Y.  ^im.  June  8. 

Steamers.  The  Medina  steamer,  whose  loss  at 
Bermuda  we  noticed  last  week,  is  said  to  have  been 
valued  at  .£100,000  sterling,  of  which  the  Royal  com- 
pany will  suffer  .£70,000.  She  was  fitted  up  supe- 
riorly to  any  on  the  line. 

The  price  of  passage  in  the  Cunard  line  has  been 
reduced  to  §135. 

Tobacco.  The  inspections  of  last  week  in  Balti- 
more exceeded  in  quantity  any  former  week,  being 
2,077  hhds.  In  the  last  ten  weeks,  17,275  hhds.  have 
been  inspected  in  this,  city,  of  which  14.156  were 
Md.  Prices  continue  firm,  though  the  Tiemand  is 
atlected  somewhat;  common  Maryland  2,50  to  $3,50; 
middling  to  good  4,50  to  $6,50;  good  $7a3;  fine  8  to 
$12.  Ohio  is  in  demand,  nearly  500  hhds.  having 
gone  off'  this  week;  prices,  however,  without  im- 
provement on  our  last  quotations. 

The  Button-Wood  Trees  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Boston,  and  from  thence  as  far  south  as  N.  Jersey 
appear  to  have  been  killed  by  a  frost  which  occurred 
in  the  spring  of  1841  as  they  were  budding,  and 
which  they  showed  the  effect  of  last  summer,  but  it 
is  far  more  obvious  this  season. 

Fur  trade.  A  party  of  about  a  dozen  freemen, 
(i.  e.  traders  on  their  own  hook),  from  the  Forks  of 
•the  Platte,  arrived  yesterday  on  the  steamboat 
Thames,  from  Independence.  They  report  that 
Messrs.  Bent  &  Co.  have  traded  with  greater  suc- 
cess than  during  any  previous  season,  and  may  be  ex- 
pected here  before  the  first  of  June,  with  upwards 
of  eleven  hundred  packs  of  robes  and  two  or  three 
thousand  pounds  of  beaver. 

[St.  Louis  Ripub.  Mvj  13. 

Vendovi,  the  Fejee  chief  who  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  in  the  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  died  on 
the  nth. 

West  Point.  The  annual  examination  at  'West 
Point,  commenced  on  the  5th.  The  board  of  visi- 
tors was  organized  by  choosing  gen.  Mc.\ftee,  of 
Kentucky,  as  president,  and  the  Rev.  Prof.  Potter,  of 
Union  college,  as  secretary.  The  examination  will 
last  a  fortnight,  probably. 

Wheat  is  in  demand  at  Philadelphia  at  $1,20,  at 
Ballimore  1,10  to  $1,22  for  Pennsylvania  red;  prime 
lots  of  Maryland  white  $1,35. 

N.  Y.  Whigs.  The  Whig  Young  Men's  state  cen- 
tral committee  at  Albany,  have  published  a  call  for 
a  meeting  of  the  young  men  of  the  slate  at  Auburn, 
on  the  27th  of  July  next,  to  adopt  measures  for  a 
thorough  reorganization  of  the  Whig  party  prepara- 
tory to  the  next  fall  election. 
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by  him,  of  20s.  or  <J4  80  a  head,  was  adopted.    Lord  t  ed  is  held  at  2s.  to  3s.  more  than  it  would  brinfc  by 

Howiclf  attempted,  without  success,  to  reduce   the  paying  the  present  duty;  in  consequence  very  little 

duty  on  foreign  bmter  to  10s.  instead  of  £1  per  cwt.  has  been  done  in  it  to-day.  Tlie  averao-es  are  advmc 

But  sir  R.  Peel  objected.     He  said  §40,000  revenue  ing  slowly. 

was  at  stake  on-ibat  day.     Many  other  points  of  de-  London,  June  3.    Jlmerkan  stocks.     Alabama  ster- 

tail  were  argued;  but  in  all  the  minister  maintained  ling  bonds,  5  per  cent.  1359,  50.     Illinois  6's    1370 

revenue  ditto  dollar  6's,   1860,  19  to  22.      Indiana  sterling 


FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  steamer  Britannia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
18th  instant  with  London  and  Liverpool  dates  of  the 
4th  June  thirteen  days  later  European  news. 

The  British  war  steamer  Rhadamanthu.s  arrived 
at  Halifax  on  the  18th  instant,  with  despatches  for 
Lord  Ashburton,  and  orders  for  the  VVarspite  now  at 
New  York  to  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean.  The 
special  messenger  to  Lord  Ashburton  came  from  Ha- 
lifax in  the  Britannia,  and  it  is  rumored  that  his  de- 
spatches are  of  importance. 

The  British  appear  to  be  making  immense  prepa- 
rations for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  China  and 
India.  No  less  than  50,000  stand  of  arms  had  been 
forwarded  to  Bombay  by  way  of  Alexandria  and 
Suez. 

Attempts  upon  the  life  of  Ihe  queen  of  England.  Ano- 
ther madman,  or  a  monster  without  the  excuse  of 
Madness,  has  attempted  the  assassination  of  the  so- 
vereign of  the  British  empire.  At  six  o'clock  on 
d  Monday  evening,  as  her  majesty,  accompanied  by 
Prince  Albert,  was  returning  to  the  palace,  in  an 
open  barouche,  with  outriders,  an  assassin  presented 
a  pistol  and  discharged  it  at  the  queen,  from  very 
nearly  the  same  spot  on  Constitution  hill  from  which 
Oxford  fired.  The  wretch  was  instantly  seized  by 
a  soldier  of  thg  Scotch  Fusileer  Guard.  He  was  at 
first  supposed  to  be  a  foreigner,  but  it  appears,  \m- 
happily,  that  he  is  an  Englishman,  named  John  Fran- 
cis, son  of  a  scene-shifter  at  one  of  the  theatres.  He 
is  about  20  years  of  age. 

The  royal  cortege,  when  the  pistol  was  discharged, 
was  fortunately  proceeding  at  a  rate  rather  more  ra- 
pid than  usual,  and  to  that  circumstance,  it  is'siippos- 1  jO; 


his  ground,  and  his  tariff  will,  as  well  as  h 
tax  bill,  doubtless  become  I 

The  income  tax  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading, 
in  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  31st  ult.  by  a  vote  of 
255  to  149 — and  was  subsequently  passed.  In  the 
house  of  lords,  the  Uth  instant  had  been  fixed  upon 
for  its  second  reading. 

London  market  June  3d.  All  descriptions  of  coffee 
are  extremely  depressed,  and  quotations  little  more 
than  nominal;  some  St.  Domingo  has  been  sold  from 
31s.  to  33s.  and  a  few  bags  Brazil  at  33s.  to  345.  for 
colony  good  ordinary,  being  again  Is.  to  2s.  lower. 
In  the  near  ports  of  the  continent,  the  transactions 
continue  on  a  very  limited  scale. 

Flour  and  wheat.  American  flour  of  good  quality 
would  to-day  bring  293-  per  barrel,  and  Canada  free 
34s.  to  35s.  Bonded  wheat  has  been  dealt  in  largely, 
both  to  arrive  and  in  granary,  at  an  advance  of  about 
3s.  per  qr.  but  the  demand  has  now  subsided.  The 
weather  is  extremely  fine,  and  the  late  rains  have 
done  much  good  to  the  growing  crops.  Present  du- 
ties are,  on  wheat  12s.  per  qr.  and  flour  7s.  3d.  per 
barrel. 

Lead.  Missouri  has  been  selling  at  Liverpool  at 
171.  per  ton;  we  quote  it  171.  to  181. 

Tea.  The  various  public  sales  since  our  last  have 
offered  44,000  packages,  of  which,  however,  only 
9,700  have  been  sold.  On  Congou,  a  decline  of  3d. 
per  lb.  has  occurred;  Twankays  are  lid.  and  young 
hyson,  imperial  and  gunpowder  2d.  to  3d.  lower 
while  on  Souchong  a  decline  of  4d.  has  been  submit- 
ted to.  We  quote  Congou  from  Is.  4d.  to  Is.  lOd.  to 
23.  4d.  and  Twankays  from  Is.  6id.  to  Is.  7d.  Present 
stocks  in  London,  38,180,000  lbs.  against  28,820,000 
lbs.  last  year. 

Banca  tin  is  held  firmly  at  701.  to  711:  Straits  66 
to  671. 

Tobacco.  In  the  finer  kinds  of  both  leaf  and  strips 
moderate  businesss  has  been  doing,  but  ordinary 
qualities  of  all  descriptions  are  entirely  without  de- 
and,  though  there  are  eager  sellers. 
Turpentine  without  change:  we  quote  it  at  12s.  to 
?.  6d.  at  which  one  or  two  parcels  are  offering. 


ed,  her  majesty  m  a  grrat  measure  owes  the  preser- I  Bank  of  England.  Quarterly  average  of  the 
vation  of  her  hie,  as  Francis  was  seen  by  a  police  weekly  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
constable  to  take  deliberate  aim.  The  act  had  been  from  the  1st  dav  of  March  to  the  21st  day  of  May, 
noticed  by  Prince  Albert,  who  sat  on  the  right  hand  -1842,  both  inclusive,  published  pursuant  to  the  act  3 


of  his  royal  consort,  and  who  immediately  rose  from 
his  seat.  He  pointed  out  the  miscreant  to  one  of  the 
outriders,  when  the  royal  servant  got  off  his  horse  to 
assist  in  his  apprehension,  but,  finding  him  secure  in 
custody,  again  followed  his  royal  carriage. 

A  respectable  woman  states  that,  just  before  the 
attempt  she  heard  the  prisoners  say  to  another  man 
in  a  flannel  jacket,  "The  queen!  why  should  she  be 
such  an  expense  to  the  nation.'  It  is  to  support  her 
in  such  grand  style  that  us  poor  fellows  have  to 
work  hard." 

The  barrel  of  the  pistol  was  quite  warm  when  ta- 
ken from  the  prisoner.  Of  course,  at  present,  there 
cannot  be  any  evidence  as  to  whether  it  was  loaded 
with  balls  or  slugs,  but  the  impression  is,  that  it  was 
loaded  with  a  ball;  but  search  for  it  has  beeu  inef- 
fectual. 

It  appears  that  an  attempt  also  had  been  made 
upon  her  majesty's  life  on  Sunday.  A  Mr.  Pearson 
states  that,  on  Sunday,  about  two  o'clock,  while 
walking  in  St.  James  park,  he  saw  the  carriage,  con- 
taining her  majesty.  Prince  Albert,  and  suite,  ap- 
proaching from  the  chapel  royal,  and  when  near  the 
little  gate  leading  out  of  the  drive  into  the  Green 
park,  he  saw  a  young  man,  who  was  standing  near 
liim,  with  his  back  to  th-  rails,  pull  a  pistol  out  of 
his  breast,  and,  as  the  queen's  carriage  passed,  pre- 
sent it,  but  whether  he  pulled  the  trigger  he  could 
not  tell.  *^ 

Parliament  reassembled  on  the  20th  ult.  after  the 
Easter  holidays. 

Sir  R.  Peel's  tariff  bill  was  passing  quietly  and 
surely  through  the  commons.  Much  apprehension 
among  the  stock-breeders  had  been  occasioned  by 
the  proposition  to  admit  live  cattle  at  a  fixed  duty; 


nd  4  W.  IV.  cap.  98: 
Liabilities. 
Circulation,    ^17.536,000 
Deposits,  8,015,000 


Securities,    ^21,366,000 
Bullion,  7,032,000 


.£28,398,000 


.€25,581,000 

Downing  street,  May  27.  1842, 

Compared  with  the  last  monthly  return  this  state- 
ment exhibits  an  increase  of  .£301,000  in  the  circu- 
lation, a  decrease  of  =f  133,000  in  the  deposits,  a  de- 
crease of  .£532,000  in  the  securities,  and  an  increase 
of  =£'442,000  in  the  amount  or  bullion. 

London  niOTiei;  market,  Jane  3.  "It  does  not  appear 
to  us  (says  the  Banker's  Circular),  that  the  value  of 
money  is  likely  to  fall  lower;  at  least  we  may  say 
that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  look  it  up  at  a  low 
rate  permanently,  or  for  a  considerable  period.  The 
East  India  company  must,  we  think,  at  no  distant 
date,  come  into  the  English  markets  as  borrowers. 
They  have  raised  the  rate  of  rupee  in  drawing  from 
Is.  10,  to  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  ]d.  This  will  probably  force 
out  remittances  of  silver  and  some  gold  from  England 
to  India. 

London  Exchange.  Mws — Friday  evening,  June  3. 
The  English  funds  are  very  flat  to-day,  with  scarcely 
any  business;  Consols  9 1 1  ex  dividend;  three  per  cents, 
reduced,  91^  91J;  three  and  a  half  per  cents,  re- 
duced, 1001  lOOi;  ditto,  new,  100-;  bank  stock,  168;; 
India  stock,  250,  252;  India  bonds,  22,24;  excheque'r 
bills,  old,  42,  44;  advertised,  I  36,  39  prem. 

Jlmericanfumh.  Pennsylvania  5  per  cent  47=  3; 
U.  S.  bank  20  3|. 

Corn  exchange.  The  weather  continues  favorable 
for  the  growing  crops.  Foreign  wheat  was  very 
difficult  of  disposal,  but  unaltered  in  value.  In 
bonded  wheat  we  did  not  hear  of  any   transactions. 


5's,  1863,  and  ditto  dollars,  20  to  22.  Louisiana 
sterling  5's,  63.  Maryland  sterling  5's,  50.  New- 
York  state  5  per  cent.  1845  to  1860,  74.  Ohio  6's 
1850  to  1860,70.  Pennsylvania  5's,  1854  to  1865* 
47.  Canada  92  per  cent.  United  States'  bank  shares 
15s.  per  share. 

Liverpool  market.  Cotton—June  3.  A  lively  de- 
mand for  cotton  throughout  the  week,  and  a  pretty 
large  business  was  done;  sales  34,450  bags.  The 
market  has  been  abundantly  supplied,  but  holders 
have  shown  no  disposition  to  give  way  in  price,  but 
on  the  contrary,  have  contended  for  extreme  rates' 
which  have  generally  been  obtained  without  difficul-^ 
ty.  Speculators  have  bought  largely,  includin"-6  500 
Am,  and  have  taken  850  Am.  The  trade  has°  taken 
considerably  more  than  their  usual  v/eekly  consump- 
tion, owing  to  the  improvement  in  the  yarn  and  goods' 
market  which  was  last  Tuesday  at  Manchester  rather 
bettor  than  on  the  previous  week.  Forwarded  into 
the  country  last  month  unsold  3,000  Am.  To-day's 
sales  about  5,500  bags,  taken  chiefly  by  the  trade  at 
steady  rates.  ' 

Sales  from  the  28th  ultimo  to  the  3d  inst.  inclusive 
280  Sea  Island  8;al3:  30  Stained  do.  5ia6i;  9  950 
Upland  4a6i;  12,340  Orleans  4a8i':  6,410  Alabama 
and  Mobile,  4a6J. 

Com  exchange.  Upon  all  foreign  and  colonial  grain 
and  flour,  duties  remain  unchanged  for  the  ensuing 
week.  In  flour  under  lock  no  sales  have  transpired 
and  all  kinds  available  for  consumption  have  moved 
off  very  sparingly  at  late  prices.  Indian  corn,  be- 
ing still  in  request,  commands  453.  to  46s.  per  quar- 
ter of  480  lbs.  Wheat  per  70  lbs.  United  States 
mixed  9s.  6d.a9s.  9d,;  Indian  corn  per  480  lbs,  duty 
paid,  42s.a46s.;  flour,  Canadian  per  bbl.  of  196  lbs. 
35s.a35s.  6d.;  U.  States  do.  sweat  36s.a37s.:  do.  sour 
30s.a31s.;  do.  in  bond  39s.a.30s. 


Dut  Sir  Jt.  i-eel  stood  firm,  and  the  duty,  as  prepared  |  English  wheat  is  firm  at  Monday's  rates,  and  bond. 
Vol.  All — SiG.  17. 


FRANCE. 
A  prolonged  and  animated  debate  look  place  on 
the  20th  and  21st  ult.  in  the  chamber  of  deputies  on 
the  right  of  search.  The  speeches  of  M.  M.  Lefeb- 
vre,  Lamartine,  Mauguin,  Berryer,  Tocqueville,  Du- 
pin,  and  Salvandy,  were  all  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  ritilication  of  the  treaty  of  1841. 

M.  Guizot  defended  his  conduct,  also  the  line  of 
policy  followed  by  his  predecessors  on  this  question 
He  willingly  accepted  th»  whole  of  the  responsibili- 
ty with  which  it  pleased  others  to  load  him,  although 
he  had  been  a  total  stranger  to  the  treaties,  neo-otia- 
tions,  and  protocols,  that  had  preceded  and  natural 
ly  engendered  the  new  treaty  of  1841.  He  main- 
tained that  the  protocol  signed  in  London  by  the 
French  ambassador  on  the  13lh  of  December  1338 
constituted  a  moral  engagement  for  France.     '  ' 

The  Commerce  enters'into  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  financial  situation  of  France,  from  which  it 
seems  to  result  that  the  amount  of  the  deficiencies 
and  expenses  to  be  met  until  the  year  1853,  is  2  133  - 
230,548  francs,  whilst  the  resources  offered  by- 
means  of  credit  for  the  same  time  are  onlv  1  347 
000,000  francs.  ''    '       '" 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  received  from 
the  Belgian  embassy  a  communication  of  a  law  pass- 
ed by  the  Belgian  chambers,  granting  indemnities  to 
such  persons  as  sustained  losses  in  consequence  of 
occurrences  during  the  revolution  in  that  country 
and  also  of  a  royal  decree,  dated  on  the  1st  instant' 
regulating  the  mode  of  carrying  the  law  into  effect! 
The  first  article  of  the  lav/  provides  that  indepen-^ 
dently  of  the  l,234,942f.  already  distributed,  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  8.000,000  shall  be  divided  among  Bel- 
gians and  foreigners  of  such  nations  as  Belgium  was 
not  in  a  state  of  hostility  with,  whose  property,  ly- 
ing within  the  kingdom,  and  consisting  of  building.s, 
furniture,  crops,  farming  utensils,  cattle,  and  merl 
chandise,  were  either  destroyed,  deteriorated  or 
carried  away. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  voted  on  Monday  the 
30th,  the  entire  supplies  required  for  the  year  by  a 
majority  of  200  to  70.  The  prorogation  and  dis.io- 
lution  would  take  place  about  the  10th  inst. 

A  considerable  amount  of  angry  feelingaao-ainst 
the  United  States  is  expressed  in  France,  on  account 
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of  the  proposed  increase  of  dnlies  in  congress.  They 
srcpi  to  lliink  tliat  Frenrh  prorlncts  are  singlet!  out 
fcr  sjiecial  impost,  and  from  an  American  feeling  of 
liostility  to  French  interests. 

The  infants  of  Spain,  sons  of  Don  Francisco  de 
Paula,  were  daily  expected  in  Paris.  This  move- 
ment is  said  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  alleged 
intention  of  the  regent  to  bestow  on  the  eldest  of 
them  the  hand  of  Queen  Isabella.  The  count  de 
Pontois  was  about  to  resume  his  functions  as  ambas- 
sador for  France  at  Constantinople.  The  Baron  de 
Bourquency  will  return  to  London  to  resume  his  dip- 
lomatic duties  at  the  British  court. 

The  Moniteur  contains  the  returns  of  the  princi. 
pal  articles  of  merchandise  imported  into  France 
during  the  four  first  months  of  1812.  in  which  colo- 
nial sugars  figure  for  17,044,000  killogrammes,  for- 
eign sugars  for  1.86.5.000,  coffee  for  8..398,000,  cot- 
ton wool  for  34,579.000,  olive  oil  for  6,977,000,  wool 
for  5,938,000,  coal  for  508.949,000,  raw  iron  for 
10,788,000,  raw  lead  for  4.366,000,  flax  and  hemp  I 
threads  4,554,000,  linens  2,126,000,  &e.  I 

Many  more  arrests  have  been  made  at  Paris  of] 
persons  supposed  to  be  implicated  in  the  late  at- 
tempts upon  the  life  of  tVie  king. 
SPAIN. 
The  Carlo-Christino  troubles  in  Spain,  do  not  yet 
appear  to  be  at  an  end.  There  v/ere  continued  dis- 
turbances at  Barcelona,  seditious  cries  were  frequent 
at  the  theatre  and  other  places  of  public  resort,  and 
there  were  many  suspicious  movements  on  the  fron- 
tier. 

The  royal  manufactory  of  arms  at  Oviedo  had 
closed  for  want  of  funds  in  the  Spanish  treasury  to 
carry  it  on.  The  finances  of  Spain  were  never  be- 
fore at  so  low  an  ebb. 

ALGIERS. 
The  Gazette  deTribnnaux  contains  an  account  of 
the  decapitation  of  about  thirty  more  Arabs  atCon- 
Etantine,  for  imputed  offences,  but  without  trial. 
There  were  reporis  that  the  French  had  experienced 
some  further  reverses  near  Tlemcen,  and  that  Ab- 
del-Kader  was  still  in  the  field  and  unconquerable 
as  ever. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  publishes  a  report  of  General 
Chamager,  dated  Blidah  (Africa)  17th  ult.  convey- 
ing an  account  of  an  expedition  on  the  banks  of  the 
Chiffa,  from  which  he  had  just  returned.  The  ge- 
neral has  brought  back  211  prisoners,  a  number  of 
horses,  and  about  1,000  head  of  cattle.  The  84  civil 
and  military  prisoners,  unconditionally  liberated  by 
Abdel-Kader,'  arrived  at  Algiers  on  the  20th  May. 
INDIA. 
The  Indian  overland  mail,  arrived  at  Marseilles, 
brings  an  account  of  the  fall  of  Ghuzni.  The  place 
capitulated  and  surrendered  on  condition  that  the 
garrison  be  safely  conducted  toCabul. 

On  the  other  hand.  Colonel  Pollock  had  forced  the 
Khiber  pass,  and  taken  possession  of  the  forts  com- 
manding it,  and  would,  no  doubt,  march  to  the  re- 
lief of  Jellalabad.  General  Sale,  in  a  sortie  from 
that  place,  overthrew  the  insurgents. 

A  rumor  prevailed  that  Akbar  Khan  had  been  bad- 
ly v;ounded. 

General  Knott  had  gained  some  advantage  on  the 
side  of  Candahar,  but  Gen.  England  had  not  joined 
him.  It  lb  reported  that  Shah  Shoojah  had  been 
poisoned.  There  is  no  news  from  China. 
HAYTI. 
We  learn  to-day,  says  the  Philadelphia  Evening 
Journal  of  21st  from  Capt.  Hill,  of  the  brig  William 
Thatcher,  which  arrived  here  from  St.  Croix  on  Sa- 
turday, which  place  she  left  on  the  7th  instant,  that 
just  before  his  departure,  he  was  informed  by  one  ol 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  St.  Croix,  that  letters 
had  just  been  received  by  an  arrival  from  St.  Do- 
mingo, giving  the  important  information  that  a  revo- 
lution had  taken  place  in  the  Island — that  president 
Boyer  had  been  deposed,  and  liad  been  OTioouldbe  put 
to  death. 

MEXICO. 
Vera  Cruz  dates  to  the  18th  of  May  have  been  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans  by  the  brig  Apalachicola,  on 
board  of  wliich  vessel  were  also  13  of  the  Santa  Ft 
prisoners,  released  at  the  instance  of  the  German 
consulate,  and  one  claimed  as  a  British  subject. 

Santa  Anna  has  issued  proclamation  that  repre- 
sentatives to  the  next  Mexican  congress  will  not  be 
admitted  from  Yucatan,  on  account  of  her  friendly 
relations  with  Texas.  All  Yucatan  vessels  are  or- 
dered to  be  seized  in  all  the  ports — and  any  inhabi- 
tant of  Y'ucatan  who  shall  be  found  in  Mexico,  and 
who  acknowledges  the  validity  of  the  present  go- 
vernment, i.H  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  traitor. 
The  minister  for  foreign  affairs  haa  issued  a  pro- 
clamation, wliicli  has  been  sent  to  all  the  ministers 
and  consuls  of  Mexico  in  foreign  countries,  giving 
notice  that,  inasmuch  as  among  theTexian  prisoners 
captured  at  Santa  Fe,  were  persons  claiming  to  be- 
loug  to  North  America,  as  well  as  several  countries 


of  Europe,  who  were  claimed  by  the  representatives 
of  the  several  countries,  and  released  by  the  govern- 
ment as  an  art  of  generosity  and  mercy, — the  re- 
presentatives of  all  the  government  are  now  notified 
that  all  prisoners  so  captured  hereafter,  will  be  treat- 
ed according  to  the  most  rigid  rules  of  war. 
TEXAS. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  Jnne  14  says— The 
steamship  Neptune,  captain  Rollins,  which  arrived 
yesterday  in  36  hours  from  Galveston,  brings  the  pa- 
pers of  Saturday.  Ex-president  Lamar  and  hon.  B. 
B.  Bee,  were  passengers  in  the  Neptune. 

The  Houstonian  says  the  accounts  from  different 
parts  of  the  country  give  assurajjce  that  the  people 
are  preparing  with  energy  for  the  expected  campaign, 
and  await  with  impatience  the  order  to  go  forth. — 
There  is  no  flurry  or  bustle;  no  paore  flaring  "war 
talks" — for  the  people  are  too  actively,  busily  and 
determinedly  intent  U[ion  preparation  to  take  care  for 
or  listen  to  them.  The  citizens  of  the  Brazos  are 
ready  and  willing;  and  the  following  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from  Fayette  county  will  exhibit  th'e  spirit  of  the 
people  in  that  quarter. 

'The  people  up  here  are  waiting  with  impatience 
for  Gen.  Houston's  contemplated  movement  against 
Mexico.  Our  rifles  and  horses  are  ready — let  orders 
come  and  we  are  off  for  the  Rio  Grande." 

The  Civilian  says — We  learn  from  private  letters 
that  the  crops  on  the  Upper  Brazos  are  still  highly 
promising — or,  rather,  have  done  remarkably  well — 
having  been  recently  visited  with  plentiful  rains. — 
The  Telegraph  says  the  crops  in  Eastern  Texas  are 
much  better  than  those  west  of  the  Trinity,  having 
been  visited  by  plentiful  rains  some  three  weeks 
since. 

Isaac  N.  Moreland,  chief  justice  of  Harris  county 
and  commanderof  the  artillery  company  at  the  battle 
of  Jacinto,  died  at  Houston  on  the  morning  of  Thurs- 
day last. 

Every  part  of  the  country  is  in  the  enjoyment  of 
peace  and  quiet,  except  the  old  Mexican  frontier 
town  of  Bexar,  where  the  people  seem  to  suffer  some 
annoyance  from  volunteers  who  are  continually  go- 
ing and  coming,  as  well  as  apprehensions  of  robbers 
beyond  the  border. 

We  regret  that  our  government  has  not  the  means 
of  permanently  supporting  a  strong  and  well  discip- 
lined military  force  at  this  point. 

French  colony  in  Texas.  A  contract  has  lately 
been  entered  into  between  the  Texan  government 
and  Messrs.  Ducros  and  Bourgeois,  by  which  the  lat- 
ter parties  are  to  introduce  1,700  emigrants  upon  a 
tract  of  land  lying  near  the  sources  of  the  Rio  Frio. 
This  region  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Camanche  In- 
dians, but  it  is  well  watered  and  healthy.  The  Tele- 
graph thinks  these  French  agriculturi;-ts  will  show 
themselves  soldiers  enough  to  easily  drive  off  the 
bow-and-arrow  men  that  may  come  against  them. 

Foreign  Items.  The  subscription  in  London  for 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  conflagration  of 
Hamburg  exceeded  26,000  pounds. 

'l"he  magnificent  ball  for  the  benefit  of  the  Spital- 
field  weavers  took  place  at  the  Italian  Opera  house, 
May  27.  The  queen  and  royal  family,  with  many  of 
the  distinguished  personages  connected  with  the  court 
attended. 

Sir  Robert  Ker  Porter,  the  celebrated 'traveller, 
died  at  St.  Peiersburgh  on  the  3d  of  May,  of  apop- 
lexy. He  had  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  his  brother,  announcing  his  intention 
to  return  to  England. 

It  is  stated  in  a  letter  from  Vienna,  of  the22d  ult. 
that  the  preliminaries  of  the  intended  marriage  be- 
tween the  emperor  of  Brazil  and  the  third  sister  of 
the  king  of  Naples,  have  been  fully  agreed  upon,  and 
that  an  attache  of  the  Brazilian  embassy  of  Vienna 
will  leave  shortly  for  Brazil,  with  thattreaty  as  con- 
cluded with  the  Brazilian  plenipotentiary  in  that 
city. 

Capt.  Elliot — Texas  consul.  Sir  Robert  Peel 
has  volunteered  a  declaration,  that  alter  a  careful  in- 
vestigation into  the  conduct  ot^Capt.  Elliot  in  China, 
he  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  '"every  contl- 
denee  may  be  placed  in  his  integrity  and  ability  to 
perform  his  functions."  The  captain  has,  conse- 
quently, departed  for  his  consulship  at  Texas,  which 
removes,  of  course,  any  remaining  doubt,  if  any  ex- 
isted, as  to  the  forma!  completion  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Texas.  Lord  Aberdeen 
has  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  international  obli- 
gations of  England  will  compel  him  to  recognise  the 
filockade  of  the  coast  of  Mexico  by  Texas,  should  it 
be  effective. 

The  rata.'.trophe  at  Hambtirgh.  We  have  the  follow- 
ing statistical  details  of  tlie  destruction  of  property 
by  the  late  calamitous  fire:  Streets  destroyed,  61; 
lanes  do,  120;  houses  do  in  streets,  1,992;  small 
houses  in  lanes,  498;  cellars,  468;  inhabitants  dispos- 
sessed, 21,526.     Churches  destroyed,  3,  viz:  St.  Pe- 


ter, St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Gertrude.  The  value  of  th^ 
private  buildings' is  estimated  at  47  million  marks 
hanco,  in  the  mutual  assurance  effected  by  the  muni- 
cipalities, and  the  public  buildings  at  10  millions, 
making  together  57  millions,  equal  to  .£3,363.000. — 
The  furniture  and  goods  are  estimated  at  =£2,963,000; 
making  the  total  value  of  the  property  i'6,326,000. 
The  amount  insured  in  the  foreign  insurance  compa-, 
nies  on  furniture  and  goods  is  estimated  at  10  million 
marks  banco,  or  .£'741,000;  but  we  are  informed  on 
very  good  authority,  that  this  item  is  so  overrated, 
that  it  throws  a  doubt  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  aggregate  loss  sustained.  We  are  cre- 
dibly informed  that  the  total  amount  of  the  liabilities 
of  the  English  insurance  companies  will  not  exceed 
at  the  very  utmost,  £^450,000;  and  according  to  the 
most  recent  accounts,  =£420,000  is  held  as  nearer  to 
the  truth.  It  is  further  rendered  perfectly  certain 
that  even  the  latter  account  will  be  very  materially 
reduced;  for,  as  the  researches  in  the  ruins  proceed, 
considerable  amounts  of  property  were  rescued  dai- 
ly, which  was  constantly  increasing  the  salvage  to 
the  English  companies. 

The  total  destruction  of  books,  as  yet  ascertained, 
amounts  to  300,000  volumes.  Several  collections 
of  scientific  objects  have  perished,  particularly  one, 
consisting  of  4,000  models  of  marhines  belonging  to 
the  Patriotic  society,  and  which  were  used  in  the 
evening  and  Sunday  classes,  instituted  for  the  me- 
chanics of  the  town. 

The  subscriptions  in  London.  Pans,  and  indeed  all 
over  Europe,  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers  by  the  great 
fire  at  Hamburgh,  have  been  on  a  most  liberal  and 
unprecedented  scale,  notwithstanding  the  commer- 
cial depression  which  prevails  so  extensively  every 
where. 

A  letter  from  Hamburgh,  of  the  19th,  says  that  the 
reflection  of  the  fire  in  the  air  was  seen  not  only  in 
the  Baltic,  but  in  the  German  ocean,  at  the  distance 
of  100  miles,  by  the  persons  on  board  the  ships  that 
were  coming  to  the  Elbe. 

There  had  been  more  failures  among  the  wine 
merchants  at  Oporto  and  Lisbon,  and  indeed  the  wine 
trade  was  never  before  in  such  a  terribly  depressed 
state,  throughout  the  whole  south  of  Europe. 

Emigration  to  Canada  and  the  United  States  was, 
still  going  on  with'great  activity  at  some  of  the  Bri- 
tish ports.  Indeed,  the  rage  for  emigration  appears 
to  run  higher  than  ever.  There  were  over  eight 
hundred  emigrants  ready  to  embark  from  Greenock 
alone. 

Charles  Albert,  king  of  Piedmont,  had  revoked  his 
decree  for  the  virtual  expulsion  of  the  Jews  from 
the  city  of  Savonia.  He  found  the  other  potentates 
of  Europe,  small  and  great,  would  not  countenance  a 
piece  of  barbarity  worthy  of  the  darkest  ages. 

The  grand  jury  of  Dublin  had  insulted  O'Connell, 
by  going  without  their  usual  dinner  rather  than  in- 
vite the  lord  mayor  to  the  feast — a  rule  which  cus- 
tom has  made  imperative.  The  agitatorsajs  that  he 
can  go  as  long  without  a  dinner  as  they  can. 

Tubingen,  May  24.  We  had  yesterday  a  grand 
meeting  of  the  society,  called,  from  its  favorite  food, 
the  HIppohajic  club.  The  company  consisted  of  se- 
veral professors,  private  teachers,  a  number  of  stu- 
dents, and  several  persons  ot'  consideration.  Dishes 
of  soup,  made  of  horse  flesh  and  horse  steaks  were 
served  up;  but  the  great  favorite  was  chcval  a  la  mode, 
dressed  with  potatoes.  The  liver,  the  tongue  and 
other  parts,  were  prepared  in  different  manners. — 
The  company  praised  llie  entertainment,  and  said  the 
dishes  were  preferable  to  the  same  nuide  of  the  best 
beef.  [Siirt/jtHJi  Zeitung. 

A  rich  vein  of  copper  ore  has  been  discovered  at 
Tramore  county,  Walerford,  adjoining  "the  Done- 
raile  cove."  There  is  a  fair  prospect  of  its  being 
worked  soon,  and  profitably. 

A  Aladrid  paper  mentions  the  discovery  of  a  cave 
near  Oviedo,  which  is  nearly  a  league  and  a  half  in 
circumference!  A  quantity  of  human  bones  were 
discovered,  as  well  as  the  handle  of  an  antique  sword. 

The  Atius.  Our  readers  have  ample  details,  but 
there  are  some  points  of  striking  interest  that  may 
not  attract  their  attention.  Among  lliem  is  tite 
strong  desire  expressed  in  Great  Britain  for  peace 
with  the  United  States.  The  sentiment  seems  uni- 
versal that  two  great  nations  of  kindred  faith,  speak- 
ing the  same  language,  and  of  the  same  stock,  should 
settle  all  their  difliculties,  shake  hands,  and  be  at 
peace  forever. 

We  regret  to  see  that  the  health  of  Louis  Philip 
the  king  of  the  French,  begins  to  fail.  At  a  recent 
consultation  of  physicians  the  features  of  his  majes- 
ty's  disorder,  as  well  as  general  health  were  narrow- 
ly examined.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  faculty  present,  was,  that 
the  disease  was  dropsy,  his  lile  may  not  be  in  any 
immediate  danger,  but  that  the  complaint  has  become 
painful  and  serious.  The  stability  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, if  not  the  peace  of  the  world,  depends  in  a 
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good  degree  upon  his  life,  and  every  thing  that  en- 
dangers it,  is  therefore,  to  be  looked  upon  witti  ap- 
prehension. 

So  far  as  the  British  journals  indicate  the  feeling 
of  the  people  respecting  British  power  in  India,  the 
disposition  seems  to  be,  to  teach  tlie  AfFglians  and 
others  the  effects  of  British  vengeance,  and  then  to 
retire  within  narrower  bounds.  The  inference  is 
that  British  ambition  is  attempting  too  much. 

British  commerce  and  manufactures  are  laboring 
just  now  under  difficulties  similar  to  ours,  viz:  a  sus- 
pension of  enterprise  and  of  action,  until  a  tariff  is 
settled.  The  cry  of  distress  from  ttie  British  manu- 
facturing districts  is  general  and  very  distressing. 

What  the  British  journals  callthe  French  crime, 
that  is,  the  attempted  assassination  of  their  sovereign, 
.has  created  a  universal  and  most  profound  sensation. 
It  is  the  subject  of  official  addresses  in  all  quarters, 
.and  strikes  the  nation  with  horror. 

There  is  a  curious  discussion  in  the  French  cham- 
ber of  deputies  upon  a  proposed  remodification  of 
our  tariff.  One  of  the  journals,  the  Courier,  pro- 
poses to  cannonade  us  into  admitting  wines  and  silks 
duty  free.  •  [Aeio  York  Express. 


STATES   OF    THE    UNION. 


5,055,720  00 
5,473,990  00 
4,265.741  00 
19,081,867  46 
4,839,901  00 
3,672,391  00 


Cecil  county 
Charles  county 
Dorchester  county 
Frederick  county 
Harford  county 
Kent  county 
Montgomery  county 
Prince  George's  county 
Queen  Annes'  county 
Saint  Mary's  county 
Somerset  county 
Talbot  county 
Washington  county 
Worcester  county 

Am't  of  assessable  property,  so 
far  as  returns  have  been  received      ^164,802,269  11 
Payments   into  the    Western   Shore   treasury   to  llth  of 

June,  1842,  inclusive,  on  account  of  the  direct  tax. 


3,315,327  00 
4,3.59,048  00 
3,450,313  00 
4,759,147  51 


RHODE  ISLAND. 
Judge  Story,  at  the  opening  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  Stales,  at  Newport,  in  his  charge  to  the 
grand  jury  alluded  to  the  recent  events  In  that  state, 
and  defined  particularly  what  constitutes  the  crime 
of  treason.  He  passed  a  high  eulogy  upon  the  cha- 
racters of  the  state  and  its  institutions,  and  deeply 
regretted  that  any  events  should  have  occurred  to 
tarnish  the  reputation  it  had  acquired  for  an  attach- 
ment to  law  and  order.  The  Rhode  Island  bar  re- 
solved, unanimously,  to  request  of  the  learned  judge 
a  copy  of  the  charge  for  publication. 

The  general  assembly  met  at  Newport  on  the  21st 
inst.  An  ineffectual  effort  was  made  to  steal  a  cou- 
ple of  field  pieces  at  Warren,  on  the  night  of  the 
18th  inst.  by  some  suffrage  men  who  made  their  es- 
cape on  horseback,  and  were  said  to  be  from  Provi- 
dence. 

The  suffrage  legislature  when  last  in  session  was 
adjourned  to  the  4th  of  July.  Since  the  adjourn- 
ment a  great  many  members  have  resigned.  How 
the  rest  will  act,  or  what  will  be  'done,  remains  to 
be  seen. 

An  extra  from  the  Providence  Journal  of  21st, 
states  that  all  the  indications  are,  that  Gov.  Dorr, 
(so  called)  means  to  meet  what  remains  of  his  legis- 
lature at  Chepachet,  on  the  4th  of  July,  the  day  to 
■which  they  adjourned;  and,  meantime,  arms,  muni- 
tions, and  military  organization,  appear  to  be  aimed 
at  by  the  insurgents. 

This  practical  demonstration  was  given  last  week: 
The  powder-house  of  Dutee  Greene,  was  broken 
open  some  time  between  Fridjy  evening  and  Mon- 
day afternoon,  and  forty-eight  kegs  of  gunpowder, 
containing  twelve  hundred  pounds,  were  stolen  there- 
from. The  building  is  of  stone,  with  an  iron  door, 
and  is  of  very  great  strength.  The  door  was  fast- 
ened by  strong  locks  and  massive  bars  and  bolts. 
Four  locks  were  broken  by  the  thieves. 

A  letter  from  Foster  relates  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt on  Monday  night  to  steal  the  guns  brought 
from  Providence  for  the  volunteers.  The  building 
where  they  were  deposited,  was  broken  open,  but 
the  guns  were  not  found;  and  perceiving  indications 
that  they  were  discovered,  the  marauders  made  off— 
v.npur3utd.' 


By  Allegany  county,  3,6.53  02 

Anne  Arundel  county,  15,5.59  59 

Howard  District  of  A.  A.  co.  2,000  00 

Baltimore  city,  30,809  23 

Baltimore  county,  9,637  33 

Caroline  county,  ]54  00 

Carroll  county,  6,496  58 

Cecil  county,  500  00 

Charles  county,  4,674  63 

Harford  county,  4,115  00 

Frederick  county  19,000  00 

Prince  George's  county,  9,282  55 

Saint  Mary's  countv,  700  00 

Talbot  county,        "  1,620  26 

Washington  county,  9,000  00 

$110,922  23 
[.Annapolis  Republican,  June  18. 

GEORGIA. 

Whig  convention.  The  Milledgevllle  Recorder 
gives  the  proceedings  of  the  states  rights'  whigs  of 
Georgia,  assembled  at  that  city  on  the  13th  Inst. 
There  were  194  delegates  from  every  part  of  the 
state.  Mr.  Dawson  presided  as  chairman.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilde  a  committee  of  21  was  appointed 
to  report  on  the  subject  of  the  next  presidency.  The 
committee  In  the  afternoon  presented  a  report  nomi- 
nating Henry  Clay  to  the  next  presidency,  with  an 
address  to  the  people  of  Georgia.  They  were 
adopted  with  enthusiasm. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  subsequently  no- 
minated as  candidates  for  the  st^te  of  Georgia  in 
the  next  congress  of  the  United  States,  viz:  R.  L. 
Gamble,  R.  W.  Habersham,  T.  B.  King,  R.  H. 
Wilde,  A.  H.  Kenan,  A.  H.  Chappell,  P.  H.  Smead, 
A.  R.  Wright. 

The  address  to  the  people  has  not  yet  been  pub- 
lished, but  is  supposed  to  be  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Wilde. 

The  vice  presidency  is  left  for  subsequent  action. 


MARYLAND. 
Assessment — taxes.  '  The  profound  interest  with 
which  every  body  is  now  regarding  financial  topics 
— personal  as  well  as  public,  has  induced  us  to  as 
certain  through  the  friendly  aid  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  Western  Shore,  so  far  as  returns  to  his  depart 
iment,  up  to  yesterday,  afford  data,  of  the  amount  of 
assessments  made  according  to  the  late  act  of  assem- 
bly, of  taxable  property  in  the  several  counties  of  the 
state — (some  fiw  counties  it  will  be  seen  have  not  yet 
made  returns!! J  and  also  the  payments  which  have 
been  made  into  the  treasury  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  said  assessa- 
ble property — 

Msessable  property  in  Maryland,  so  far  as  returns  have 
been  received  at  the  fVcstem  Sliore  treasury— W  June, 
1842.  " 
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Alleghany  county 
Anne  Arundel  county 
Howard  District,  A.  A.  co, 
Baltimore  city 
Baltimore  county 
Calvert  county 
Caroline  county 
Carroll  county 


§4,008,586  OQ 
6,915,014  00 
3,922,797  00 
68,170,612  00 
13,666,233  00 
2,&35,400  14 

6,911,250  00 


LAW  CASES. 
Legai.  DECISIONS.  Jccomplices.  Atthe  Harford 
county  court,  held  by  judge  Magkudek,  Ihe  princi- 
ple uhich  has  prevailed  in  Ihe  coiii-tsot  England  ex- 
erci.sini»  riiminal  jurisdiction,  was  adopted  in  Ihe  cast 
of  the  Stale  against  Moses  Anderson,  viz:  that  the 
'accomplices  giving  evidence  under  an  implied  pio;nlse 
ot  paidoii,  on  condition  ot  tlieii  making  a  full  confes- 
sion of  Ihe  whole  truth,  have  an  equitable  title  to  be 
recomineiidetl  to  mercy,  on  a  strict  perlormance  of 
the  condition  on  which  they  aieatimitted  as  witnesses, 
to  Ihe  satislaction  of  tlie  court,  and  that  upon  the 
evidence  ol' a  witness  thus  received,  (he  prisoner  was 
convicted. 

Subbtith  day.  In  the  case  of  Ihe  Sliite  against  Lim- 
caster.  May  term,  1842,  Harlord  county  court.  Md.' 
jiiilgu  MApRUDER  decided  that  the  tenth  section  ot 
ihe  act  ol  assembly  of  172.3  chapter  16,  which  pro- 
hibits vvpr|c  or  labor  on  Ihe  SnUbatli.  under  a  penalty 
therein  set  lorlh,  was  in  force  at  this  i\ny,  and  the 
traverser  was  fined  lor  working  I;ij3  grist  mili-on  Siin- 
da3'. 

"Free  /J)('JJ  of  colour."  In  the  case,  of  the.slale  of 
Maryland  vs.  Collins,  May'leiin,  lS42,t,he  ciiurt  de- 
cided that  where  a  party  is  charged  in  an  indictment 
as  "a  free  man  of  colour,''^  it  is  necessary,  in  oriier  to 
support  it,  that  ;he  person  charged  should  not  simply 
be  proved  to  be  a  man  of  colour,  however  dark  his 
complexion,  or  whatever  his  associations,  but  that  he 
must  be  a  negro  or  mulatto,  or  descendant  of  one  of 
that  class,  or  an  Indian  ot  some  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can tribes— ill  other  woids,  that  a  Malay,  or  East 
Indian,  or  any  coloured  man  vvho  would,  under  the 
laws   of   the    United   tjlates  which  only  authorise 


while  persons  to  be  naturalized,  be  entitled  to  the 
right  of  eiiizenship,  is  no!  a  "man  of  colon,"  wilhin 
the  meaning  of  the  acts  of  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Maryland. 

In  another  case  at  Ihe  same  term,  the  court  held 
that  although  a  Iree  negro,  or  mulatto.  Is  permitted  to 
instilute  a  suit  In  any  of  the  courts  of  this  stale  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  in  civil  causes,  yet  he  cannot,  on  his 
own  oath,  continue  his  cause,  as  white  persons  may 
in  similar  cases,  for  Ihe  want  of  material  testimony 
It  had  been,  heretofore,  decided  by  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, in  Qaoon  V.  Neale.  :i  Harr.'ls  John.  1.53,  that  a 
negro  petitioning  for  his  freedom,  was  not  competent 
to  take  an  affidavit  in  support  of  a  suirgestion  that  an 
impartial  trial  could  not  be  h.id  in  the  county  in  which 
the  petition  lor  freedom  was  pending,  and  that  there- 
fore a  removal  of  the  record  and  proceeding  should 
take  place  as  directed  by  the  act  of  ISOl,  ch'5.5,sec. 
2,  and  that  such  a  petition  was  comprehended  within 
the  general  terms  of  '■suits  or  actions"  mentioned  in 
said  second  section;  and  it  is  said  that  Baltimore 
county  court  some  lime  since  ruled  on  Us  equifv  side 
Ihat  an  injunction  could  not  issue  upon  the  affidavit 
oi;a  negro.  We  nniierstand,  savs  the  Baltimore  Pa- 
(not,  that  the  judge  who  sat  In  Harford  count.y.  which 
with  Baltimore  city  and  county,  comprise  this  judicial 
district,  resied  his  decision  upon  those  adjudicated 
cases. 

A  DIFFICULTY  Ea'sILY  SETTLED.  A  sin- 
gular correspondence,  according  to  the  Philadelphia 
l-edger,  has  taken  place  between  the  governor  of 
Georgia  and  Col.  Worth.  It  seems  a  portion  of  the 
L).  States  troops  were  in  Georgia  near  the  Florida 
line,  and  the  governor  wrote  to  the  war  department 
requesting  the  withdrawal  of  these  troops  from  the 
soil  of  the  sovereign  state  of  Georgia.  In  the  mean- 
time, Col.  Worth,  ignorant  of  this  application,  and 
tor  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  his  own  ar 
rangements,  ordered  the  detachment  to  some  other 
point— and  afterwards  learning  the  course  pursued 
by  the  governor,  he  thought  proper  to  write  to  his 
excellency,  to  assure  him  that  the  "accidental  com- 
pliance" vi-ith  his  requisition  would  not  have  taken 
place  if  he  had  been  aware  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  executive  of  Georgia  and  the  war  de- 
partment. The  governor  in  his  reply  says  to  Col. 
Worth,  "Your  ignorance  of  my  wishes  is  accepted 
as  a  sufficient  apology  for  your  execution  of  them." 
An  odd  version,  which  shows  that  the  governor  is 
easily  satisfied,  and  that  offended  state  sovereignty 
can  forgive  offence  without  the  necessity  of  a° hu- 
miliating apology.  [Excerpt. 

MR.  ALEXIS  DE  TOCQUEVILLE.  Paris, 
April  23.  The  Academic  Francaise,  properly  so  call- 
ed, held  a  seanct  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
augurating the  new  member,  M.  Alexis  de  Tocque- 
ville,  the  celebrated  author  of  La  Demncraiieen.lme- 
rique,  already  a  member  of  the  Academie  des  Sci- 
ences Morales.  The  attendance  was  prodigiously 
numerous,  all  the  seats  being  occupied  long  before 
the  ceremony  was  announced  to  begin,  the  greater 
portion  by  ladies,  who  appeared  to  take  much  inte> 
rest  in  the  scene,  judging  by  the  entire  and  unbrok- 
en attention  they  paixl  to  it.  M.  deToequeville 
opened  the  seance  with  his  eloge  of  the  deceased  mem- 
ber, M.  de  Cessac,  the  course  of  whose  existence 
happened  to  have  led  him  into  intimate  connexion 
with  the  political  affairs  of  the  last  century.  M.  de 
Tocqueville  availed  himself  of  this  coincidence  to 
weave  into  his  biographical  notice  a  commentary 
upon  the  revolution  of  1789,  the  empire,  and  the 
dazzling  career  of  its  hero,  Napoleon.  The  address 
of  M.  de  Tocqueville,  was  listened  to  with  an  atten- 
tive and  sustained  interest  M.  le  Comte  Mole  re-  , 
plied  to  the  young  academician  with  great  dignity, 
and  a  shower  of  compliments;  the  latter  so  judi- 
ciously and  delicately  conveyed,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble not  to  acknowledge  their  justice. 

He  took,  however,  some  pains  to  repel  the  incrim- 
inations against  Napoleon's  government,  displaying 
much  ingenuity  in  the  endeavor  to  justify  the  neces- 
sity of  a  despotism  at  that  particular  epoch.  He 
politely  taunted  M.  de  Tocqueville  with  his  partiali- 
ty towards  American  Institutions,  silly  insinuated  that 
many  of  the  charms  which  belong  to  civilized  life 
were  yet  wanting  to  the  American  character — at 
truth  too  well  recognised  for  M.  de  Tocqueville  or 
any  other  observing  spectator  to  repudiate  it. 

HISTORY  OF  DELAWARE.  An  address,  em- 
bracing the  early  history  of  Delaware  and  the  settle- 
ment of  its  boundaries  and  of  the  Drawyer's  conn-re- 
gation — delivered  In  Drawyer's  church,  Del.  IVlay 
10,  1842,  by  Rev.  George  Foot. 

We  have  been  favored  with  a  copy  of  this  work 
and  have  read  vi-|th  pleasure  its  contents,  which  are 
most  interesting,  and  evince  deep  and  laborious  re- 
search.    No  Delawarean  can  open  this  book  andpe- 


200 


t 
NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER-JUNE  25.  1842-MISCELLANEOUS^ 


ruse  a  page  without  feeling  a  desire  to  go  through 
li,„  vvl,I;le  Much  li-ht  is  lla-o-.vn  on  the  early  his- 
tory of  this  slate-the  seitlcnu-nt  of  the  S»'cde.- 
their  lo.ations-possc.si.„s-nam«  ^"<l;''^;-f 'l?^  ! 
But  more  particular  relVren.c  is  made  to  the  ea.ly  , 
settlement  within  the  bounds  of  H^.^  ^--f  "'J'^" '^°";  ' 
gregation,  and  to  persons  hvmg  w.thm  those  bound. 
t  perusalof  the  book  must  be  a  source  of  high  grati- 
fication. The  names  of  the  early  families  are  given 
and  the  location  of  their  habitations.  Among  the  early 
settlers  in  that  vicinity  there  were  four  classes.  1st. 
The  Swedes,  the  Petersons,  Andressons,  or  Ander- 
sons, and  Pipers,  belonged  to  this  class.  2<1-  Jh^ 
Dutch;  to  this  class  belonged  the  Alncks  the  Han- 
sons theVandegrifts.theVan  Dykes,  the  Vanzandts 
the  Vances,  the^Hyatts,  and  the  Kings^  3d  French 
-  Huguenots  to  this  class  belonged  the  Naudains,  the 
Dushanes,the  Gettons,  the  Laforges,  the  Bayards 
the  Larrouxs,  the  Seays  or  Sees,  the  V'gorues  and 
Cannons.  4th  class  was  composed  of  the  Irish, 
Scotch  and  English,  and  a  few  early  settlers  Irom 
New  England;  their  names  are  not  given. 

A  list  of  the  ministers  who  have  labored  in  thi, 
congregation  is  given;  the  first  was  the  Rev.  John 
Wilsom  Hediedinnia.  Leonard  Vandegrift  was 
the  first  elder.  The  names  of  the  trustees  are  given, 
as  also  the  treasurers  and  members  of  the  church;, 
and  a  great  amount  of  very  pleasing  information  of 
a^imilar  kind.  So  full  and  perfect  a  history  of  I 
Drawver's  congregation  cannot  fail  to  be  appreciat- 
ed bv'all  whose  families  sprung  from  its  early  foun- 
ders, and  should  be  read  with  interest  as  a  correct 

''"Thf  inTe°stigations  of  Mr.  Foot  have  been  deep 
and  comprehensive,  and  throw  light  upon  the  early 
settlement  of  Delaware,  and  he  has  enumerated  a 
great  many  citizens  of  this  state  who  have  been 
Iminent  for  their  goodness,  wisdom,  learning,  patri- 
otism, and  valor. 

Mr  Foot  informs  us  that  "the  earliest  permanent 
settlement  in  Delaware  seems  to  have  been  made  by 
the  Swedes,  in  1607.  Christina,  Queen  of  Sweden, 
formed  the  plan,  and  sent  Peter  Menewe  as  Com- 
nander  of  the  colony,  in  the  ship,  'key  oj  kahmr 
This  colony  purchased  the  lands  on  the  wes  side  of 
the  Delaware,  from  Cape  Henlopen,  called  by  them 
'Paradise  Point,'  to  the  Falls  of  Sanchickan,  or 
Trenton  The  Swedes  settled  on  the  Christina  creek, 
where  they  built  a  fort,  and  called  both  the  creek  and 
the  fort  after  the  name  of  their  Queen." 

The  following  brief  notice  of  the  gallant  Kirk- 
wcod  recommends  itself  to  every  Delawarean: 

"Captain  Kirkwood  was  a  veteran  of  the  revolu- 
<!nn  He  early  entered  the  service,  and  remained  in 
i  till  the  close  of  the  war.  The  Delaware  riginnent 
was  raised,  and  mustered  at  Dover  before  Ike  Declarci- 
7ion  of  Independence  u'(«  made,  and  was  put  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Haslet.  In  this  regiment,  Kirk- 
wood held  a  captain's  commissioii.  Phis  regiment 
was  in  the  battle  at  Trenton,  on  the  25th  Deeember 
1776  January  3,  1777,  they  were  in  the  battle  at 
Princeton,  where  Haslet  was  killed. 

"The  command  of  the  Delaware   regiment,  then 
devolved  on   lieut.  col.  Vaughan.     On  the  Uth  of 
September,  1777,  the  Delaware  troops  were  engag- 
ed in  the  disastrous  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  and  in  Oc- 
tober following,  in  the  battle  of  Gerniantown.     In 
1778  and   1779,  they  were  actively  engaged  in  the 
iiiddle  states.  In  1780,thev  were  ordered  to  Charles- 
ton     In  the  battle  at  Camden,  they  were  m  the  front 
division,  under  the   command  of  Baron   De  Ivalb. 
The  Marylanders  and  the  Delaware  regiment,  main- 
tained their  position  with  noble  intrepidity  until  the 
retreat  was  ordered,  undismayed  by  the  conduct  of 
Jhe  panic-stricken  militia  of  Virginia,   and   North 
Carolina.     Col.   Vaughan,  and   Major  Patton  were 
'  tilled   and  the  Delaware  regiment  reduced  to  less 
than  two  companies.     This  shattored   remnant  was 
riut  under  the  command  of  Captain  Kirkwood,  who 
Commanded  it  till  the  close  of  the  war.     He  was  al- 
so in  the  battle  at  Guilford  court-house  at  Waxhaw, 
and  also  at  the  fort  of  'Ninety-Six.'     Wherever  dan- 
gers thickened,  or  bravery  invincible  was  demand- 
Id  there  Kirkwood  and  his  Delawares  were  always 
Stationed.     At  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  Capt.  Wm. 
ruirk  father  of  the  late  Guv.  Clark,  commanded  a 
-^'Imnanv   of   75   men,   raised   principally   between 
SnTn"  andCantwell's  Bridge.'^  At  the  close  of  th 


march  against  the  north  western  Indians,  he  volun- 
teered his  services,  and  Gen.  V.'ashmgton  gave  him 
n  captain's  commission,  expresshig  at  the  same  time 
his  regret  that  he  could  not  promote  him,  because 
ill  the  higher  offices  were  already  filled.  ^ 

"The  a'rmy  marched  to  Ohio,  and  cut  their  way 
through  the  swamps  and  woods  along  the  course  ol 
the  great  Miami.     They  encamped  at  Ludlow  s  sta- 
tion for   two  weeks.     This  station  is  six  miles  from 
Cincinnati.     There  was  a  tree  on  that  spot  ""h  the 
fact  and  date  of  this  encampment  carved  on  the  bark, 
which  the  writer  saw  standing  in  1837.  After  march- 
ing ninety-eight  miles  into  the  wilderness,  they  were 
attacked  on   the  morning  of  the  4th  of  November 
1791   bv  the  Indians,  and  that  dreadful  battle,  when 
resulted   in  St.  Clair's  defeat,  was   fought      Of  the 
distressing  scenes  in  this  defeat,  lieutenant  Michael 
McDoiiough,  in   an  original  letter  now  hefore  me 
says   "We  left  everything  behind;  eight  pieces  of 
'cannon,  cattle,  horses,   flour,  officers  and   soldiers, 
baggage,  officers'  private  property  in  cash,  supposed 
to  be  ten  thousand  pounds,  besides  all  their  clothing. 
We  retreated  day  and   night  for  this  place,  without 
provision,  which  is  ninety-eight  miles,  and    arrived 
at  tliis  place  on  the  8th  inst.     The  number  of  non- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and   privates  that 
fell  in   the  field   is  upwards  of  six  hundred.     More 
than  sixty  women  were  killed,  and  I  savy  some  ol 
them  cut  in  two,  their  breasts  cut  off  and  burning, 
with   a  number  of  officers,  on   our  own  fires  before 
I  left  the  field  of  action.     I  saw  Capt.  Smith  sitting 
_  iust  after  he  was  scalped,  his  head  smoking  like 
a  chimney.     Some  soldiers  have  come  in  with  all  the 
skin  and  hair  taken  clean  off  their  heads."     1  he  re- 
.riment  to  which  Kirkwood  and  McDonough  belong- 
ed, consisted  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  commis- 
sioned, non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  one 
hundred  and  eleven  only  of  whom  were   lelt  a  ter 
the  battle,  and   forty-two   of  these   were  wounded. 
But  two  officers,  McDonough  and  Bissell,  survived. 
"Out  of  1,200,  near  800  officers,  men,  and  women 
were  killed  and  wounded."     In  this  terrible  battle 
Kirkwood  fell.     This  was  the  Ihirly-lhird,  in  which 
he  was  en'^aged.     Yet  from   the  organization  ol  the 
army,  he  could  not  be  promoted,  because  he  had  the 
remnant  of  the  entire  reghnent  under  his  command. 
He  lived  and  died  the   brave,  unrewarded   captain 
Kirkwood.     Lieutenant  Michael  McDonough,  was 
born  in  St.  George's  Hundred. 

"No  state  in  the  Union,  "says  Mr.  Foot,  has  pro- 
duced as  many  eminent  patriots  and  statesmen  in 
proportion  to  "its  population,  as  Delaware;  and  a 
large  portion  of  its  clergymen  have  risen  to  emi- 
nence Delaware  furnished  5,000  officers  and  sol-, 
diers  during  the  revolution,  of  whom  but  one  out  of 
a  hundred  returned.  "The  blue  hen's  chickens, 
as  the  Delaware  regiment  was  called,  bravely  met 
danger  and  death,  in  defence  of  their  country."  | 

The  character  of  the  more  general  remarks  of 
Mr  Foot  in  this  admirable  address  may  be  deduced 
from  the  extracts  we  have  given;  the  work  abounds 
in  information  of  this  kind,  and  cannot  be  read  with- 
out deep  interest.  The  matter  relating  to  Drawyer's 
congregation  is  of  more  particular  concern  tcs  the 
families  and  members  connected  wilh  it,  but  still  a 
general  desire  to  know  who  the  early  settlers  of  that 
region  and  the  founders  of  that  church  were,  will 
we  presume,  excite  a  desire  to  possess  and  peruse 
the  book.  .      .  .u    .u      . 

We  recommend  it  as  a  publication  worthy  the  at- 
tention and  patronage  of  every  Delawarean,  as  con- 
taining an  amount  of  information  on  a  most  interest- 
ing subject  not  to  be  found  elsewhere.     [Dei.  Jour. 


water  forms  with  the  earth  above  it,  and  the  fluid* 
of  the  human  body,  „  gahanic  dnk.  This  circie  is 
more  or  less  perfect,  as  the  state  and  condition  of 
bodv  of  the  operator  cpialifies  it  to  be  ■>  better  or 
worse  conductor  of  the  galvanic  fluid.  The  human 
body  is  one  of  the  best  conductors  yet  discovered,  and 
weakly  or  debilitated  persons  are  said  to  be  better 
conductors  than  persons  in  sound  health,  and  the  at- 
traction is  greater  when  the  skin  is  wet,  parlicularly 
the  hands  and  arms.  Salt  water,  or  a  weak  solu  ion 
of  the  muriatic  acid  are  the  best  fluids  for  moisten- 
in''  the  skin.  The  effect  will  be  increased  if  the  ope- 
rator be  barefooted,  his  feet  and  hands  having  been 
nreviously  wetted  with  either  of  the  aforesaid  fluids, 
butifhehavesilfe  gloves  or  silk  stockings  on,  the 
rod  will  not  be  attracted.  If  the  rod  be  suspended 
by  an  electric,  or  in  immediate  contact  with  an  elec- 
tric no  attraction  will  be  felt,  and  the  degree  of  at- 
trarlion  varies  as  any  substances  lying  between  the 
water  and  the  hand  of  the  operator,  are  more  or  less 
adapted  to  conduct  the  galvanic  fluid. 

Such  are  some  of  the  facts  stated  by  writers  on  the 
subject,  but  of  the  reality  of  the  powers  attributed 
to  ''the  divining  rod,",we  now  need  no  foreign  au- 
thorities to  carry  conviction  to  every  intelligent  mind.    , 
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hittle   45  of  these  brave  men  were  among  the  s  am. 
"Cantain  Clark  resided  in  Apoquinimy  hundred, 
and  was  the  great  grand-father  of  Mrs.-  A.  Snow 
Nandain,  and  Mrs.  Anthony  lliggins. 

'•Kirkwood  was  engaged  in //iirfy-too  battles  dur- 
ing the  revolution.     At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 

u?nedand  established  himself  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Cantwell's  Bridge,  and  occupied  the  house 
nowstandmgeast  of  the  old  tavern  house.  In  1785, 
he  removed  and  established  a  store  at  St.  Georgo's. 
Afterwards,  he  removed  his  family^o  Ohio      When 

be  army  was  organized  under  Gen.  St.  Cla.r,  t« 


THE  DIVINING  ROD.  From  the  Delaware  Jour- 
nal. The  art  of  discovering  water  courses  under  the 
surface  of  the  earth  by  means  of  a  green  rod  or  wand 
newly  cut  from  peach  hazel  or  cherry  tree,  has  been 
known  in  Europe  for  several  hundred  years.  It  is 
said  the  discovery  was  made  in  Germany,  but  by 
whom  is  uncertain.  Until  a  very  late  period  it  has 
been  considered  an  imposture,  and  ranked  with  the 
arts  of  magicians  and  other  vain  pretenders  to  myste- 
rious powers.  This  opinion  of  the  power  of  'the 
divining  rod"  or  "magic  wand,"  as  it  has  been  term- 
ed, has  undoubtedly  arisen  from  the  fact,  that  in  hands 
of  many  persons  the  action  of  the  rod  is  wholly  im- 
perceptible, whilst  ill  others  the  attraction  of  he 
wator,  especially  if  it  be  near  the  surface  and  he 
vein  large,  is  surprisingly  great.  When  the  wand  is 
of  a  brittle  nature  the  attractive  power  is  so  forcible 
as  frequently  to  break  it.  ,     .     r. 

From  numerous  experiments  made  in  trance, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  by 
Thouvenel  and  other  men  of  science,  the  claims  ol 
the  divining  rod  arc  found  to  rest  upon  well  known 
material  powers.  The  art  of  finding  wator  by  its 
means  is  well  established  and  promises  to  be  of  great 
utility  to  our  country.  The  theory  explaining  the 
phenomena  of  the  "magic  wand,"  supposes  that  the 
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We  have  in  this  city  several  operators,  men  ol  tne 
most  unquestionable  character,  whose  powers  have 
been  tested  by  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  who  have 
never  failed  to  convince  the  most  incredulous.  1  he 
writerhasknown  several  stoutunbelievers  thrown  into 
the  most  ludicrous  predicament,  by  suddenly  disco- 
vering that  they  themselves  were  among  the^  magi, 
and  had  all  the  powers  of  the  best  water-finders 
The  powers  of  "the  magic  wand"  being  natural 
powers,  it  only  requires  that  the  natural  means  be 
present  in  any  individual  to  produce  the  necessary  re-  i 

^"Any  person  may  discover  whether  or  not  he  has 
the  powers  of  a  water  finder  by  the  following  expe- 
riment. Let  him  cut  a  branch  of  a  peach  or  cherry 
tree,  having  a  fork  with  two  twigs  of  a  length  and 
thickness  nearly  equal,  and  slender  enough  to  be 
quite  flexible.  If  formed  correctly  it  will  nearly  re- 
present  the  letter  Y.  Let  him  take  the  small  ends 
of  the  twi'Js,  one  in  his  right  hand,  and  one  in  his 
left  and  hold  it  so  that  the  main  branch,  where  the 
forks  begins,  shall  be  uppermost  and  nearly  perpen- 
dicular to  the  earth,  but  a  little  inclining  forward.— 
Holding  it  in  this  position  let  him  walk  slowly  and 
carefully  over  tlie  ground  where  water  is  to  be  sought 
for,  and  if  the  body  of  the  operator  be  a  good  gal- 
vanic conductor,  the  wand  when  over  a  vein  ol  water 
Ihat  is  near  the  surface,  will  be  drawn  fonvards  and 
downwards  wilh  considerable  force;  and  it  the  vein 
be  large  it  will  point  directly  down  to  the  earth.-- 
The  causes  of  this  phenomenon  being  natural,  ana 
I  invariably  as  the  principle  of  gravitation,  water  will 
Lhwvs  be  found  nearer  the  surface  of  the  earth,  when 
I  thus  indicated  by  the  diviningrod,  than  in  olh"  pla' es. 

I  bii-N  ttX. 

6th  mo.  15,  1842.  _ 

LAKE  FISHERIES.  Detroit  """— *'•  C.'"'"'- 
m— Lakes  Huron,  MicMgan  and  Superior.  With  the 
immense  business  which  is  destined  to  be  done  on 
our  lakes,  that  of  the  fisheries  should  not  be  ovei- 
looked,  as  it  has  already  become  a  considerable 
ilenx  in  our  exports.  The  number  and  varieties  of 
fish  taken,  are  worthy  of  notice,  and  it  is  stated  that 
no  fresh  waters  known,  can,  in  any  respect,  bear  a 

"Tr^om'Th"' earliest  period  of  the  settlement  on  the 
shores  of  the  lakes,  fishing  has  bee.''  -carried  on  to 
supply  the  inhabitants  with  a  part  of  their  food,  but 
not  until  within  the  past  five  years  have  they  become 
an  article  of  export.  Since  that  tunc  he  busme.s 
has  rapidly  increased.  The  number  of  barre  s  .- 
ken  so  far  as  information  can  be  gathered,  in  l&Jo, 
wTs  8,000,  and  in  1840  it  reached  32  005  barrels. 

The   weight  to   which   some  of  the  fish   a  tain,  is 
unparalleled,  except  in  the  Mississippi,  as  follows: 
\'L,f,  of  fish  Greatest  weight,     •iverage. 

Aames  of  Jisn.  =       ^  ,^^ 

Sl^'-S-^""'  60     "        10te'30' 

r™"'',     .  u  40    "       10  to  15 

Muskelunjeh,  ^     _^        ^^^    ^ 

Pickerel,  '^     „         q  ,„     g 

^l\'"r''fih  'to    3 

White  fish,  .         c 

At  the  Sault  Ste.  Mane,                                 4 1'^    » 

Perch,  J     „ 

Roach,  ^               otn    1 

Black  Bass,  ^to    J 

Bill  fish,  jQ^^20 

S^         ette  ^'°  '" 

'varieties' usually  taken  for  pickling  a|-^.  « 
Pickerel,  White  fish  and  Sisqucoette:  the  latter, 
linwever   is  only  to  be  found  in  Lake  Superior. 

Since  'the  projected  canal  at  the  Sanlt  Ste.  Mane 
has  been  suspended,  Yankee  enterpnze,  at  great  cl 
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pense,  in  the  absence  of  artificial  looks,  has  sur- 
mounted the  difficulty  in  getting  over  the  falls,  lead- 
ing from  Lake  Michigan  to  Lalce  Superior,  and  with 
in  two  years  past,  two  vessels,  by  means  of  slides 
rollers,  &.,  have  reached  the  upper  lake.  One  of 
them  is  owned  by  J.  L.  Ankrini  and  others,  and  the 
■other  bja  Cleveland  company, 

^  Three  vessels  have  also  been  built  on  Lake  Supe- 
rjorby  the  American  Fur  company.  The  two  form- 
er vessels  will  hereafter  be  engaged  in  the  fishing 
trade,  in  freighting  salt,  provisions,  &c.,  to  various 
points  on  the  lakes,  and  returning  with  fish.  Here- 
tofore the  American  Fur  company  have  monopolized 
the  trade.  This  will  open  a  new  era  in  the  upper 
lake  fisheries,  as  they  are  said  to  be  inexhaustible. 
From  the  following  table,  of  the  amount  barrelled, 

which  was  obtained  from  various  sources,  the  rapid 

increase  of  the  business  will  be  seen: 
1836. 

Lake  Superior, 

Mackinac, 

Sault  Ste.  Marie, 

Green  Bay, 

Various  points  on  L.  Huron, 

Fort  Gratiot, 


2,000 
1,200 
300 
600 
500 
3,100 
500 


1837. 
5,500 


600 


1S40. 
10,000 
4,000 
2,555 


4,100 
600 


4,000    2,500 


3,000 

3,550 
500 

1,000 
800 

1,500 

1,000 
275 
225 
500 
500 
500 


Shores  of  Lake  Huron, 
On  Detroit  river. 
Shores  of  Sanilac  county. 
St.  Clair  river, 
Drummond's  Island, 
Twin  rivers. 
Mouth  Mannistee  river, 
do.  Sheboygan  river, 
Racine  river, 
Saginaw  bay. 
Thunder  bay. 
South  Saginaw  bay, 

Number  of  barrels,  12,200    14,100  32,005 

The  average  price  of  fish  per  barrel,  for  the  five 
last  years  in  this  city,  is  ^8,  which  gives  a  total  va- 
lue of  the  business  in  1840,  at  $256,«0.  Thus,  in  its 
infancy,  it  adds  this  amount  annualTy,  to  the  wealth 
of  Michigan;  gives   employment  to  a   great  number 

of  persons;  and  allowing  600  barrels  as  freight  for  a  ,  ,  ,  o-  , 

vessel,  it  would  require  ^^//i/./oiir  to  transport  the  l^"'.  ^'"1  <J's'^'''P'i™s  of  all  that  appertains  to  the  lo- 
article  to  market.  Its  importance  in  augmenting  the 
wealth  of  the  west,  particiilariy  in  a  few  years,  when 
the  business  is  more  extensively  pursued,  is  not  sur- 
passed by  any  other  species  of  traffic,  and  presents  a 
marked  example  of  productive  labor. 

There  is  one  obstacle  in  connection  with  it,  that 
should  be  removed.  The  British  side  of  the  lake, 
ilso,  abounds  in  fine  fishing  grounds,  but  in  conse- 
juenceof  a  duty  of  gl  per  barrel,  which  ourgovern- 
nent  imposes  on  fish  taken  in  British  waters,  but  little 
las  been  done.  It  is  to  be  hoped  our  senators  and 
•epresentatives  in  congress,  will  bring  forward  the 
iUbject  at  the  present  session,  and  allow  American 
ishermen,  on  American  bottoms,  to  enter  American 
)orts,  free  of  dnty.  g. 

[Dotroil  Daily  ,Sdvertiser. 


originated  with  Captain  Ross,  based  upon  the  parti- 
cular chart  of  the  Antarctic  ice,  and  discoveries  of 
land,  with  the  full  explanatory  letter  which  was  fur- 
nished him  by  Captain  Wilkes  (previous  to  Captain 
li.'s  antarctic  cruise),  he  (Captain  R.)  must  have  ta- 
ken timt  portion  of  land  reported  to  have  been  seen 
by  Bellamy  in  1839,  which  was  represented  on  it  as 
being  in  163  degrees  to  165  degrees  east  longitude 
or  thereabouts,  and  which  the  American  expedi- 
tion had  never  seen  or  heard  of  until  its  return  to 
Sydney,  N.  S.  W.  after  their  discoveries  in  the  An- 
tarctic ocean. 

Capt.  Ross,  according  to  his  report,  has  passed 
over,  or  gone  so  far  west  as  163  degrees  east  in  lati- 
tude  67  degrees  south;  consequently  he  could  not  have 
seen  the  land  discovered  and  claimed  by  the  Ameri- 
can expedition,  but  seems  to  have  run  over  the  posi- 
tion where  land  is  reported  to  have  been  seen  by  his 
own  countryman,  Bellamy. 

The  expedition,  during  its  absence,  have  also  ex- 
amined and  surveyed  a  large  portion  of  the  Oregon 
territory,  a  part  of  Upper  California,  including  the 
Columbia  and  Sacramento  rivers,  with  their  various 
tributaries.  Several  exploring  parties  from  the  squa- 
dron have  explored,  examined,  and  fixed  those  por 
tions  of  the  Oregon  territory  least  known.  A  map 
of  the  territory,  embracing  its  rivers,  sounds,  har- 
bors, coasts,  forts,  &c.  has  been  prepared,  which  will 
furnish  the  government  with  a  mass  of  valuable  in- 
formation relative  to  our  possessions  on  the  northwest 
coast  and  the  whole  of  the  Oregon. 

Experiments  were  made  with  the  pendulum  on 
"Mouna  Loa,"  on  the  island  of  Hawaii,  one  of  the 
Sandwich  islands,  at  a  height  of  14,000  feet  above 
the- level  of  the  sea.  Topopraphioal  surveys  and 
views  were  made  of  some  of  its  active  and  most  ex- 
tensive craters. 

Experiments  have  been  made  with  the  pendulum, 
magnetic  apparatus,  and  various  other  instruments, 
on  all  occasions;  the  temperature  of  the  ocean,  at 
rious  depths,  ascertained  in  the  different  seas  travers- 
ed; and  full  meteorological  and  other  observations 
kept  up  during  the  cruise. 

Charts  of  all  the  surveys  have  been  made,  with 
views  and  sketches  of  headlands,  towns,  or  villages. 
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The  exploring  squadron  sailed  from  the  United 
>tates  on  the  18th  of  August,  1838,  and  has  been  ab- 
ent  neariy  four  years;  during  which  time  we  learn 
bat  the  diffisrent  vessels  have  sailed  about  four  hun- 
red  thousand  miles.  The  expedition  has  thoroughly 
xecuted  every  part  of  the  duties  confined  to  it  by  the 
oyernment. 

The  ports,  harbors,  islands,  reefs,  and  shoals  named 
1  the  list  annexed  have  been  visited  and  examined 
r  surveyed. 

The  positions  a.ssigned  on  the  charts  to  several  vi- 
ias,  reefs,  shoals,  and  islands  have  been  carefully 
loked  for,  run  over,  and  found  to  have  no  existence 
1  or  ni  ar  the  places  assigned  them, 

Several  of  the  principal  groups  and  islands  in  the 
acific  Ocean  have  been  visited,  examined,  and  sur- 
syed;  a  friendly  intercourse  and  protective  commer- 
al  regulations  established  with  the  chiefs  and  na- 
pes; aggressions  on  our  citizens  and  commerce  re- 
■essed,  and  a  justly  merited  punishment  meted  out 

some  flagrant  cases  of  unprovoked  and  cold-blood- 
I  murder. 

The  discoveries  in  the  Antarctic  ocean  (Antarctic 
intment— observations  for  fixing  the  southern  ma"- 
|tic  pole,  &c.)  preceded  those  of  the  French  and  En- 
Ish  expeditions. 

The  report  which  has  been  in  circulation  of  Cap- 
in  Ross  having  run  over  some  portion  of  the  land 
icovered  by  this  expedition  is  unfounded.     No  land 

the  eastward  of  160  degrees  of  east  longitude  was 
icovered,  seen,  or  claimed  by  the  American  expe- 
:ion,  as  appears  by  Captain  Wilkes'  report  to  the 
vy  department,  published  in  1840,  after  the  return 


lities,  productions,  language,  customs,  and  man- 
ners. 

At  some  of  the  islands  this  duty  has  been  attended 
with  much  labor,  exposure,  and  risk  of  life;  the  trea- 
cherous character  of  the  natives  rendering  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  officers  and  men  should  be 
armed  while  on  duty,  and  at  all  times  prepared  against 
their  murderous  attacks.  On  several  occasionsboats 
have  been  absent  from  the  different  vessels  of  the 
squadron  on  surveying  duty,  (the  greater  portion  of 
which  has  been  performed  in  boats),  among  islands, 
reefs,  &c.   for  a  period   of  ten,  twenty. 


Six  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  Uxor,  of  Mystic,  Con- 
necticut wrecked  at  Prince  Edward's  island,  are  also 
on  hoard  the  Vincennes. 

Although  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  expedition 
have  been  exposed  to  every  variety  of  climate  the 
general  health  of  the  squadron  has  been  without  a 
precedent.  But  one  officer  (Mr.  Vanderford,  master's 
mate,  who  died  on  the  passage  home)  and  only  eight 
of  the  men  have  died  from  disease. 

The  officers,  scientific  gentlemen,  and  men  have 
been  constantly  employed,  as  will  appear  by  the  labor 
performed  and  the  results  of  the  cruise. 

In  addition  to  the  large  collections  already  receiv- 
ed from  the  expedition,  the  Vincennes  has  now  on 
board  a  large  and  valuable  collection,  including  seve- 
ral boxes  of  live  plants,  bulbs,  &c.  collected  in  the  Pa- 
cific, Sooloo,  Philippines,  Singapore,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  St.  Helena. 

Ll^T    OF    PORTS,    REEFS,    ISLANDS,  &C. 

Visited,  examined,  or  surveyed  by  the  U.  S.  exploring 
expedition  during  the  cruise. 
Porta  visited.  Madeira,  Port  Praya,  (Cape  de  Ver- 
de), Rio  de  Janeiro,  (Brazil),  Valparaiso,  (Chili) 
Callao,  (Peru),  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  New  Ze- 
land,  Manilla,  (Luconia),  Singapore,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  St.  Helena. 

/Jeffs,  Slwals,  Sfc.  looked  for  and  not  found.  St 
Ann's  Shoals,  Meria  Rock,  Bonio  Felix  Shoals  Bon- 
netta  Shoals,  Hartwell's  Reef,  Patty's  Overfalls 
Wariey  Shoals,  French  Shoals  in  two  positions  Tril 
ton  Bank,  Visia,  Bowvett's  Sandy  Isles,  Submarine 
Volcano  of  Krusenstern. 

ISL.\NDS    SUDVETED,  WITH    THEIR    HARBORS. 

Low  Jirchipelago.  Clermont  de  Louvaire  Island, 
Series  Island,  Minerva  do.,  Hondens  do.,  Wyhite  do 
Otookoo  do..  King's  do.,  Raraka  do.,  Vincennes  do.' 
Carishoff  do.,  Wateriand  do.,  Wilson  and  Pea- 
cock do.,  Rurick's  Chain,  Prince  of  Wales,  Kruesen- 
stern's. 

Society  Islands.  Matie,  Otaheite  and  Harbors  Ei- 
meo,  Bellinghausen,  Rosa.  ' 

Mvigator  Group.     Manucah,  Lutuella,  Upolu   Mo- 

noko,  Apposimo,  Savaii,  Wallis'  Island,  Horn,  Lord 

Macquarie's,    Eooa,    Tongataboo,   Harpai 


North 
Turtli 


Ferjee  Group.     15  islands  and  50  reefs,   viz-  Tu- 

langa  Island,  Angea,  Nambus  Angea  Bank,  Angasa 

Island, Namuka,Mor3mbo,  Engrasso, Gambia,  Komo 

Mothe,    Karoni,   Oloma,   Oneata,   Avia,  Lakemba 

Bacon's  2,  Reed's  3,  Nean,  Tubutted,   Yeaki   Hata- 

fouga,   Vanderford,   Verna,  Ballan,   Susui,   Manea 

Sicombia,  Avia,  Olohu,  iMuago,  Hanathea,  Molucio' 

Ohembon,    Nartomba,   Zelangula,  Chielia,   Vataia' 

Namko,    Oneholafrango,    Onuminsio,    Ho'ulelavon' 

Oretena,  Lavatala,  Kenobid,  lac,  Lomo  Somo  Budd' 

North,  Maury,  Holmes,   De   Haven,  Oranibi,  Okid' 

,  ,  ,.      •  ,    ,  .  .       a   "'irtj    Lortoai,  Maola,  Nanai,  Angasa,    Gora,  Batika    Va.' 

days  at  one  time;  on  one  of  these  occasions  two  of   nul    Levu,  Morna   Orna,   Malee,    Vakai   Maeo'na  ? 

the  officers  were  killed   at  the  Feejee  group  while    '-'      '       ^-        •         ■    ~-      ■       '-         "'•  ^"aeona  _ 


efendiug  their  boats'  crew  from  an  attack  by  the  na- 
tives. 

The  scientific  gentlemen  have  been  actively  engag- 
ed in  the  various  departments,  and  subject  to  all  the 
exposures  incident  to  researches  among  dangerous 
and  hostile  savages.  Mr.  Hale,  the  philologist  of  the 
expedition,  was  left  at  the  Columbia  river  for  the 
purpose  of  prosecuting  his  labors  among  the  different 
tribes  of  the  Oregon  territory,  and  may  be  expected 
home  overland  early  in  August. 

Several  islands  not  laid  down  in  the  charts  have 
been  discovered,  on  one  of  which  the  natives  offered 
worship,  evidently  believing  that  their  visiters  had 
come  from  the  sun. 

The  Sooloo  sea  has  also  been  examined,  several  is- 


Islands,  Direction  4  Islands,  Horse  Shoe  Reef 
Ovalow  Island,  Moro,  Neniau,  Passage,  Ono  Kan- 
tavu. 

Passed  Midshipmen's  group  of  islands,  10  in  number 
G.  Endua,  Betumma,  Mallana,  Benga,  Nuanoka  Viti 
Levu,  Flying  Fish  Reef.  ' 

Midshipman'sgroupof  islands,  4  in  number.  Maton 
Island,  Malolo. 

Waldron  Island,  Speedin,  Palmer,  Peny,  Alden 
Case,  Johnson,  Carr,  Walker's,  Emmons.  ' 

Knox  Island,  Davis  Island,  Baldin's  Island  Tot- 
ten's  Island.  ' 

Vouno  Island,  Vier,  Valane,  Waid  Lalai  Ward 
Biva,  Agate,  Sinclair,  Fox  Island.  Eld,  Naviti  Na- 
getta,  Matatha  Valie,  Otoasan  Island,  Nanoga  Island 
Nadora,  Orana,  Ya   Asalana,  Y'a   Asana,  Ya   Roan' 


the  squadron  to  New  Zealand. 


lands  found  to  have  been  erroneously  laid  down  uDon   Mimbora,  Naloa,  Vendola,  Tavia    Mnth^nQi,    lA"' 

,t,.  .,,„.,.   „„.  „,..„  „,.   ,.:.  . „      o_.  U,„,,Ro,„d   Island,  Angi^ajas,  Gera,Sobta  Nu-" 

gulou,  Corabia,  Maselou,  Annan,  Beoia,  (2  islands) 
Endua  Islands,  and  51  Reefs  in   this  Feeiee  Groim' 


If  this  statement  |  well 


e  charts,  and  others  not  laid  down  at  all.  Pro- 
tective commercial  regulations  established  with  the 
sultan  of  Sooloo,  and  a  correct  chart  made  of  a 
feasible  and  short  route  for  passing  through  these 
seas  towards  China,  against  the  northeast  monsoon. 

The  tender.  Flying  Fish,  which  had  accompanied 
the  squadron  during  the  whole  cruise  until  reaching 
Singapore,  was  so  much  used  up  by  hard  service  that 
it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  hazard  the  lives  of  men 
and  officers  in  her  for  a  passage  around  the  cape 
at  that  season  without  considerable  delay  for  tho- 
rough and  extensive  repairs.  She  was  therefore,  dis- 
posed of  at  that  port,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ame- 
rican consul. 

About  eighty  distressed  American  seamen  have 
been  received  and  shipped  on  board  the  vessels  of 
the  squadron  at  their  different  ports  and  islands  of  the 
Pacific  ocean — several  of  them  brought  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  Vincennes;  the  remainder  are  on 
board  the  brigs  Porpoise  and  Oregon,  now  on  their 
way  home,  and  may  be  expected  early  in  July. — 
These  two  vessels  left  St.  Helena  a  week  before  the 
Vincennes  called  there  for  Rio  Janeiro  and  home;  all 


/^     J      ,   T  ,      ,    «.  ,  -'^  Feejee  Group, 

Gardner's  Island,  McLean's,  Hull's,  Sydney  Taber 
Washington  or  New  York  Island,  Jarvis',  En'derbv's' 
Bennie,  Duke  of  Y'ork,  Dukeof  Clarence,  Bowditch' 
Swain's,  Ellen's  Islands  or  Group,  Tracy's  Island 
seen,  Uepeyster's,  Island  discovered. 

Kingsmill  Group.  Drummond's  Island,  fiishon  or 
Sydenham's,  Woodle's,  Hendervill's,  Hull'i.  Simn- 
son's,  Knox,  Charlotte,  Matliewa^i**  Wai^ds  r2  1 
Mulgrave,  Arrowsmith's,  Daniels,  Peddars  Pesca- 
dores, Karsakoff,  (2  islands).  ' 

Sandwich  Islands.     Oahu,  Kaui,  Hawaii,  Maui. 

Columbia  river— Surveyed  to  the  Cascades  and  Falls 
120  miles.  Straits  of  Quan  de  Fuca,  Puget  Sound' 
Nasquolly,  New  Dungeness,  Classet  Harbor,  and  all 
the  harbors  in  that  vicinity. 

Examined,  territory  of  Oregon,  &c.  &c. 

San  Francisco,  Sacramento. 

Ladrones.     Wakes,  Gusan,  Assumption, 

Madeira  Island. 

Sooloo  Islands  and  Sea;  Mangsee,  Straits  of  Bafa- 
back,  Balanquay,  Rhio,  Banca,  Sunda,  Casper,  Bur- 
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bon's  Island,  Hunter's,  Barney,  Favorlis,  Luis,  Mc- 
Kennie's,  Straits  of  Barandena,  Vasquer  Island,  Pyl- 
staarts,  Sunday. 

Rio  Negro,  Cape  Horn,  Orarbor,  &c.  Hange 

Antarctic  Continent. 

Loss  of  the  In-ig  Uxor,  of  Mystic,  Conneclicvt,  Cap- 
tain Joshua  L.  Stevens,  of  Stouington  Point  Connec- 
ticut: 

The  Uxor  was  cast  away  on  the  south  side  of  the 
most  southern  of  Prince  Edward's  Islands,  on  the 
28th  of  Octoher,  1841,  all  the  rfficers  and  mm  saved. 
William  H.  Eldndge,  second  mate,  and  John  Weller, 
George  Hall,  Edward  Nicols,  E.  Mclntyre,  and  J. 
Antonio,  seamen,  being  part  of  the  crew,  took  the 
boat  and  went  over  to  the  Northern  Island,  in  hopes 
of  finding  a  vessel  to  proceed  and  take  off  the  cap- 
tain and  crew.  They  remained  (here  until  the  month 
of  February,  when  the  English  schooner  Regent 
Packet,  of  Cape  Town,  took  them  off,  but  *ould  not 
reach  the  Southern  Island,  where  the  captain,  (Ste- 
vens), the  first  and  second  mates,  Patrick  and  Austin, 
five  Americans,  and  the  others,  foreigners,  were  left 
in  October. 

Eldridge,  Hall,  and  the  other  four  above  named, 
■were  placed  in  charge  of  the  American  consul  at 
Cape  Town,  and  taken  on  board  the  Vincennes  there 
in  April,  1842,  for  passage  to  the  United  States. 

Eldridge  slates  that  he  found  on  the  North  Island 
the  male  and  four  men  of  a  Portuguese  brig,  for- 
merly the  American  brig  Athenian,  which  was  cast 
away  there  in  August,  1841.  Captain  and  twelve  men 
lost. 

The  islands  (Prince  Edward's)  afford  sea  elephant, 
seal,  penguin,  albatross,  &c.  The  men  were  com- 
fortable, having  made  huts  of  grass  and  turf,  and  co- 
vered them  with  the  skins  of  the  elephant.  The  flip- 
pers, heart,  Sec.  of  the  elephant  were  made  into  soup, 
and  the  blubber  used  with  grass  for  fire  for  cooking 
and  keeping  the  men  warm. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  eggs  which  are  deposit- 
ed by  the  sea  fowl — so  those  left  behind  are  not  like- 
ly to  freeze  or  starve  before  they  are  taken  off. 

Vessels  go  there  after  the  elephant  oil,  seal  skins, 
&.C.  Our  whalers  cruise  in  that  vicinity,  but  seldom 
or  never  communicate  with  the  shore. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  D.\Y. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  C.  MORRIS,  OF  OHIO. 

FROM  THE  HOCKING  V.HLLET  (OHIo)  GAZETTE. 

Washington  city,  May  18,  1842. 
Dear  sir:  Although  1  have  for  some  time  been  rath- 
er a  silent  observer  of  the  ruinous  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  our  beloved  country,  I  have  not  been  an  in- 
different one.  For  some  time  I  have  been  convinc- 
ed of  the  importance  of  a  speedy  and  efficient  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  rescue  the  country  froi 
the  oppression  and  ruin  in  which  party  strifeand  par- 
ty bickerings  have  involved  us;  but  so  strong  have 
been  the  shackles  of  party,  thrown  around  every 
man  in  public  life,  that  I  too  find  it  almost  impossi- 
ble to  sever  the  cord. 

Party  spirit  and  party  strife,  to  a  reasonable  ex- 
tent, are  commendahle  and  praiseworthy,  and  ordi- 
narily impart  a  healthful  influence  over  the  whole 
body  politic;  but  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  they 
become  destructive  to  the  interests,  and  even  the  ve- 
ry liberties,  of  the  whole  country;  and  I  cannot  but 
feel  that  to  that  point  we  have  nearly  arrived 
long  as  party  strife  has  for  its  object  the  accomplish- 
ment, or  carrying  out,  of  important  measures  in- 
volving the  true  interests  of  the  government,  so  long 
should  it  be  cherished  and  encouraged;  but  just  as 
soon  as  these  great  principles  are  lost  sight  of,  and 
the  political  interests  and  promotion  of  men  are  sub- 
stituted in  their  stead,  then  it  is  that  ruin  and  dis- 
tress follow  in  the  train.  Such  I  conceive  to  be  thi 
present  state  of  things:  the  contention  seems  to  be 
for  men,  and  not  for  measures. 

For  months  the  inquiry  has  been  abroad  among 
the  people,  from  one  end  of  the  union  to  the  other, 
''Why  does  not  congress  do  something  by  which  the 
people  and  the  country  can  be  relieved.'"  I  answer: 
it  is  not  because  its  members  do  not  labor  intensely 
from  day  today;  nor  is  it  because  they  prefer  their 
ease  to  the  service  of  their  constituents,  but  it  is 
simply  because  party  spirit  and  party  considerations 
have  insinuated  themselves  into  all  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  and  have  acquired  such  control 
over  the  actions  and  transactions  of  public  m 
every  other  consideration  yields  to  tl 
ing  and  controlling  influence; 


discussions,  personal  slander,  and  abuse  in  the  legis- 
lative bodies  throughout  the  couutry. 

In  this  stale  of  things  there  is  but  one  course  for 
the  people  of  this  country  to  adopt,  and  that  is  to 
place  their  seal  of  disapprobation,  in  terms  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  upon  the  course  pursued  by  some  of 
the  leaders  of  each  party  in  and  out  of  congress  to 
promote  the  interests  of  a  few  individuals  who  are  as- 
piring to  the  presidency  at  the  expense  of  the  whole 
country.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  their  business 
be  attended  to  and  their  rights  protected. 

The  people  ought  1o  demand  a  prompt  and  speedy 
action  on  the  part  of  their  public  servants,  and  he 
who  throws  himself  in  the  way  of  that  action  ought 
to  take  the  consequences. 

It  will  be  time  enough  to  select  the  candidates  for 
the  presidency  after  the  country  is  righted  up  and 
the  people  relieved  form  their  suiferings  and  embar- 
rassments. It  does  seem  to  me  that  no  patriot,  no 
lover  of  his  country,  no  American  citizen,  ought  to 
stop  to  inquire,  "who  shall  our  next  'president  be?" 
while  the  country  bleeds  at  every  pore.  Very  re- 
spectluUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

CALVARY  MORRIS. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

FROM    THE    CINCINNATI    REPCBLICAN    OF    THE    13tH. 

Washington,  June  i,  1842 
Dear  Sir:  I  return  you  the  Athens  Gazette  which 
you  handed  me  last  night,  and  will  not  withhold  the 
expression  of  my  decided  approval  of  the  sentiments 
contained  in  Mr.  Morris's  letter  to  the  editor.  They 
are  such  as  denote  a  patriotic  heart  and  mind.  "With 
an  embarrassed  treasury,  consequent  on  a  transition 
from  a  state  of  plethora  to  a  condition  approaching 
the  opposite — with  a  broken  up  and  disordered  cur- 
rency, arising  from  the  bursting  of  those  numberless 
bubbles  which  for  years  past  have  engaged  in  their 
chase  the  whole  country — with  the  mechanical  arts 
greatly  prostrated,  and  industry  suffering  an  exten- 
sive paralysis — with  the  greatest  and  most  important 
questions  now  pending,  both  foreign  and  domestic, 
which  at  any  preceding  time  have  engaged  the  pub- 
lic functionaries — is  this  a  time  for  the  spirit  of  fac- 
tion to  have  exclusive  sway,  or  for  the  country  to  be 
agitated  by  the  question  of  v.'ho  shall  succeed  to  the 
presidency  three  years  hence?  Personal  abuse  of 
myself  has  entered  largely  into  the  discussions  in 
and  out  of  congress.  This  any  man  who  may  be  in 
this  office  may  be  ready  to  expect;  but  I  should  be 
most  ready  to  compromise  with  my  bitter  assailants 
in  congress  by  seeing  conceded  to  them  any  portion 
they  may  choose  of  every  day,  for  the  display  of 
their  unsurpassed  eloquence  in  abuse  of  me,  if  the  re- 
sidue of  their  time  could  be  given  to  the  public  good! 
Is  this  great  end  to  be  sacrificed  to  gratify  a  small 
clique  of  mousing  politicians,  who  think  that  their 
petty  schemes  of  hatred  or  ambition  are  of  more 
consequence  than  the  consideration  of  measures  de- 
signed for  general  relief? 

I  intended,  however,  only  to  express  my  approval 
of  the  sentiments  contained   in  Mr.  Morris's  letter, 
and  I  find  myself  betrayed  into  the  above  remarks. 
Accept  assurances  of  my  highest  respect. 

Joseph  Graham,  Esq.  JOHN  TYLER. 


AMKRICAN  LABOR  \SJ)  A  TARIFF. 


From  the  Poughkeepsie  Eagle- 
Correspondence.  Among  the  gentlemen  invited 
to  address  the  recent  tariff  convention  in  this  county 
was  the  hon.  James  Tallmadge,  formerly  of  this 
place.  He  was  absent  from  New  York  at  the  time, 
and  did  not  receive  the  letter  until  it  was  too  late  to 
attend.  The  following  is  his  answer  to  the  letter  of 
invitation.     It  will  be  read  with  much  interest. 

Mw  York,  June  4,  1842. 
Gentlemen:  An  absence  from  home  the  last  month 
prevented  the  receipt  in  due  time,  and  delayed  an 
earlier  answer  to  your  very  kind  letter,  requesting 
me,  "in  compliance  with  a  general  wish,  to  attend  a 
mass  convention  to  be  held  in  the  county  of  Dutchess 
on  the  19th  of  May  by  the  friends  of  theproleclive 
system,  to  adopt  measures  to  secure  the  permanent 
protection  of  American  industry,  and  desiring  me  to 
address  the  people  who  may  be  there  assembled." 

I  am  gratified  with  this  invitation  to  meet  in  pub- 
lic assembly  the  intelligent  inhabitants  of  Dutchess, 
the  county  of  my  nativity,  and  a  people  among  whom 
I  was  nurtured,  and  from  whom  1  have  received  so 
many  tokens  of  regard.     They  know  that  more  than 
that  I  twenty  years  ago,  and  since,  my  voice  has  been  un- 
ir  all-absorb- !  ccasingly   raised,  and   oftentimes,  and   in   difl'erent 
much  so,  that  when  '  places,  as  their  representative,  to  put  forth  and  sup- 


a  proposition  for  the  relief  of  tiie  country  is  submit- 1  port  the  great  priiiciple  of  'prutee'tion  for  the  hoiiie 
ted,  the  inquiry  is  not,  will  it  meet  the  wants  and  |  industry  of  the  country.'  My  feelings  recur  to  those 
subserve  the  interests  of  the  people,  but  will  it  ope- 1  circumstances  with  delight,  and  you  do  me  but  jus- 
rate  for  or  against  this  or  that  man's  pretensions  to !  tice  in  saying,  "you  believe  I  concur  with  you  in 
the  p-csidency!  will  it  impart  to,  or  diminish  from,  I  sentiment,  and  that  1  have  at  heart  the  objects  you 
thf  party  more  cr  less  jioicer?    Ilcncc  the  protracted  ]  are  seeking  to  promote." 


The  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting  I  liaiie 
seen.  They  were  honorable  to  the  individuals  con*- 
cerned,  and  worthy  of  Dutchess  county. 

It  is  no  new  belief  with  me  that  all  the  essential 
interests  of  the  nation  require  ample  and  steady  pro- 
tection to  be  given  to  the  home  industry  of  the  coun- 
try. Without  such  protection,  agriculture  cannot 
prosper,  commerce  will  sink,  and  manufactu.-es 
must  perish! 

A  bountiful  providence  has  bestowed  upon  us  eve- 
ry blessing — a  country  extended  and  embracing  every 
variety  of  climate,  soil  and  production — bounded  on 
the  wide  Atlantic,  having  a  lake  coast  surpassing  its 
extent,  and  equal  in  utility,  with  numerous  naviga- 
ble rivers,  and  internal  communications  through  a 
land  of  unequalled  fertility. 

We  are  spared  by  the  same  benificent  providence 
from  war,  pestilence  and  famine.  Yet  who  will 
doubt,  that  "we  have  been  left  to  ourselves"  and  by 
our  own  acts  and  doings  the  country  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  distracted,  depressed  and  de- 
graded condition?  Party  strifes  show  their  fruits  in 
the  manner  and  conduct  of  too  many  of  our  public 
bodies;  explain  the  willingness  of  individuals  to 
countenance  insurrection,  abet  domestic  rebellion, 
encourage  the  lawless  into  action,  and  give  impor- 
tance to  the  profligate  and  idle  sympathisers  among 
us,  and  on  our  Canadian  and  Texan  frontiers. 

Such  individuals  and  all  such  classes  of  society, 
see  a  promise  of  better  circumstances  in  any  altera- 
tion, even  though  it  be  a  foreign  war,  or  domestic 
revolution.  It  is  the  sacred  duty  of  a  government 
to  encourage  and  protect  the  labor  of  the  country, 
and  such  protection,  by  giving  employment  to  every 
condition  of  individuals,  secures  prosperity,  and 
proves  itself  to  be  a  measure  of  peace. 

War  is  known  to  be  employment  and  protection  of 
the  highest  order. 

Under  our  constitution  our  coasting  trade  has  been 
protected  by  laws  prohibiting  any  foreign  vessel  tra- 
ding from  one  point  to  another.     In  the  last  twenty 
years  under  such  protection,  the  tonnage  in  our  coast- 
ing trade   has  neirly  trebled.     Under  the  same  con- 
stitution, "free  trade"   has  been   let   into  our  com- 
merce with  foreign   countries;    our  population  has  i 
doubled  in  the  same  twenty  years;  yet  the  tonnage 
of  our   vessels  in   foreign   trade   has  not  increased, 
while  the  British  vessels  in  our  trade  have  increased  ! 
to  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  amount.     Such 
measures  are  destroying  our  commerce  and  breaking  , 
down  our  shipping  interest.     Ship  building  is  entire- 
ly suspended,  and  more  than  200  vessels   are  now 
idle  in  the  docks  of  New  York;  while  English  ves- 
sels  find  employment   in  the  West  India  trade,  re- 
cently lost  to  our  vessels  and  the  market  to  our  pro- 
duce.    "Free  trade"  on  one  side  only,  is  as  destruo  - 
tive  to  commerce  as/rce   pasturage  would  be  in  agri-  ■ 
culture.     I  differ  entirely  from  those  measures  which'  ■ 
have  opened  our  ports;  and,  in  a  degree,  extended  a 
FREE   trade  to  thosc  uations  which   refuse  to  us  a  > 
just  and  fair  reci;»oci/i/.     The  system  of  discrimina- 
ting duties  in  favor  of  our  commerce,  and  the  labor 
of  the  country,  ought  not  to  have  been  given  up  to  - 
those  nations  whose  commercial  regulations  shut  us  > 
out  from  their  ports,  or  impede  our  trade  by  high.* 
duties.     The  consequences  are  ruinous  to  our  com-  ■ 
merce  and  to  our  people. 

The  fire  of  1835,  which  burned  in  one  night  twen-  <■ 
ty  millions  worth  of  property,  was  an  aflliction  less  - 
severe,  on  this  city,  than  the  change  of  measures  and 
the  adoption,  by  party,  of  a  principle  hostile  to  the 
protection  of  the  home  industry  of  the  country. — 
This  latter  aflliction  has  been  common  to  the  nation 
at  large.  Commerce  is  depressed — currency  derang- 
ed— agriculture  witliout  a  market — manufactures 
ruined — labor  without  employment — bankruptcy  pre- 
valent— internal  improvements  stopped — states  re- 
pudiating their  debts — an  empty  treasury,  with  its 
notes  under  protest;  and  the  nation,  in  time  of  public 
peace,  chaffering  with  brokers  and  usurers  to  borrow  ' 
money  for  its  current  expenses.  Surrounded  with 
every  blessing,  and  abundance  from  the  hand  of  Pro- 
vidence, these  are  among  the  fruits  of  our  own  acts, 
in  the  course  of  administration,  and  the  altered  sys- 
tem of  legislation.  Such  are  the  legitimate  effects 
of  the  non-committal,  stand-still,  do-nothing  policy 
which  has  been  pursued  by  our  government.  Expe- 
rienced mcrcanlile  men  tell  us,  it  is  believed  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  would  be  inade- 
quate, to  make  good  to  the  city  of  New  York  alone 
the  amount  of  losses  in  the  varied  pursuits  of  her  in- 
dustry, which  have  fallen  to  her  share  in  this  geneu- 
al  calamity  and  destruction. 

Under  the  depression  of  existing  circumstances,  • 
higher  tarifl"  of  duties  must  now  be  required  to  pro- ' 
viderfcfimc  for  the  necessities  of  the  govcrnmenl ; 
than  any  manufacturer  ever  before  had  assurance  to 
ask.  The  matter  of  its  discriminating  assessmenl. 
has  become  the  important  point  and  material  qui : 
tion,  aflecting  the  labor  of  the  country. 
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The  clamor,  by  foreipjn  sj-mpalhisers  among  us, 
thalhi^h  duties  were  "a  burthen  on  the  mnmi  for  the 
btnefil  cftUefiw,"  caused  wines,  sillcs  and  othe'r  lux- 
uries to  he  imported  "dutyfree,''  and  established  an. 
uniform  rate  nftwentij  per  cent,  on  articles  of  necessary 
consumption,  as  well  as  on  all  those  importations 
which  can  be  produced  within  ourselves,  and  afford 
emplojnient  to  our  own  labor.  The  result  of  the 
destructive  experiment  is  before  us,  in  the  present 
depressed  condition  of  the  country. 

The  party  policy  of  late  years  to  talk 'free  trade' 
and  a  'judicious  tariB'.'  while  they  deny  the  aid  and 
protection  of  government,  to  the  home  industry  of  the 
country,  leaves  it  to  struggle  in  hopeless  competition 
with  the  almost  naked  and  starved  labor  of  Europe, 
row  brought,  by  the  aid  of  steam,  within  fourteen 
days  distance  of  our  dwellings.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  there  the  average  price  of  labor  is  from 
12  to  15  cents  a  day,  without  subsistence.*  This 
fact  established,  proves  their  necessitous  condition; 
and  without  meat,  tea,  coffee  or  sugar,  they  are 
without  a  table,  or  any  of  the  comforts  of  life,  deriv- 
ing a  scanty  and  miserable  subsistence  from  a  wallot, 
and  in  a  condition  beyond  the  reach  of  the  benefits 
of  any  school. 

Immeasurable  is  the  distance  between  the  condi- 
tion of  American  labor  and  that  of  Europe. 

Havingseen  that,  I  have  no  desire  to  reduce  wages 
and  see  cheap  produce  or  cheap  goods  come  from 
cheap  labor.  Let  American  labor,  in  its  agricultu- 
ral, mechanic  and  manufacturing  pursuits  continue 
to  hold  its  proud  pre-eminence — with  a  home  and  a 
table  filled  with  comforts,  and  surrounded  with  a  fa- 
mily rising  in  distinction  and  intelligence,  under  the 
blessings  of  our  free  institutions  and  our  public 
schools. 

Under  a  steady  and  adequate  protection,  domestic 
competition,  with  labor  saving  machinery  and  steam 
power,  will  supply  the  cheap  goods  at  the  lowest 
rate  of  production.  The  English  periodical  publi- 
cations state,  that  steam  power   in    use   by    men    is 

;  equal  to  the  added  labor  of  forty  millions  of  them. 

Why  shall  "free  trade"  and  a  "judicious  tariff"  be 
permitted  to  glut  our  markets  with  the  productions 
of  such  a  mighty  power,  breaking  up  our  importing 
merchants  and  regular  traders,  and  depressing  our 
home  industry  to  the  condition  of  pauperism,  and 
,  leaving  inactive  the  abundant  intellectual  and  mine- 
1  ral  wealth  of  our  own  country.  With  regulations 
designed  to  injure  our  trade  and  commerce,  and 
with  a  duty  on  flour  of  §1  50  per  barrel,  on  pork  of 
$6,  on  rice  amounting  nearly  to  a  prohibition,  and 
on  tobacco  a  duly  of  1,100  per  cent.— who  with  Ame- 
rican feelings,  can  doubt  the  justice  and  the  proprie- 
ty of  putting  like  duties  on  their  cloths,  silks  and 
,  manufactures,  to  the  extent  of  full  protection  for  our 
home  industry.' 

It  is  an  assertion,  I  believe  almost  universally  true, 
.that  all  cases  of  ample  protection  have  so  stimulated 
domestic  competition,  that  a  supply  has  been  pro- 
.duced  at  a  rale  below  the  former  prices  of  the  im- 
, ported  articles.  However,  let  those  who  think  other- 
,wise  calculate  which  is  the  cheapest  to  the  laboring 
.man,  a  coat  at  the  importing  price,  to  be  paid  for 
;by  his  labor  at  15  cents  a  day,  or,  with  the  addition 
of  a  protecting  duty,  to  be  paid  for  at  one  dollar  per 
.day,  the  now  average  price  of  American  labor,  which 
.we  seek  to  encourage  and  sustain  in  its  present  elevat- 
ed condition. 

,  The  magnitude  of  this  subject  is  taxing  me  beyond 
the  limits  of  a  letter.  Allow  me  to  urge  you  to  per- 
severance in  the  noble  purpose  you  have  undertaken, 
sand  to  assure  you  I  am.  gentlemen,  very  respectfully 
yours,  &.C.  JAMES  TALLMADGE. 

Jo  Messrs.  Adam  Henderson,  Geo.  Van  Kleeck  and 
.    others,  central   and   corresponding  committee  of 
Dutchess  county. 

;  *'NoTK— Wages  in  France.  Calais,' common  labor- 
ers Till,  (or  15  cents)  per  day,  with  board  and  with- 
out dwelling;  Boulogne,  5d.  per  day,  do.  do.;  Nantes, 
3d.  per  day,  without  board  and  without  dwelling- 
Marseilles,  4(1.  to  7d.  per  day,  with  board  and  with- 
)Ut  dwelling.  The  food  in  some  districts -"consists 
n  rye  bread,  soup  made  of  millet,  cakes,  made  of 
Indian  corn,  noir  and  then  some  salt  provisions  and 
vegetable;  rarely,  if  ever,  butcher's  meat."  In 
■jthers,  "wheaten  bread,  soup  made  with  vegeta- 
oles,  and  a  little  grease  or  lard  twice  a  day,  pota- 
toes and  other  vegetables,  but  seldom  butcher's 
lueat." 

Sweden.  "The  daily  wages  of  a  skilled  agricultu- 
•ist  are  7d.  and  Bd.  whilst  the  unskilled  obtain  no  more 
ban  .3d.  or  4d.  and  board  themselves.  Agriculturists 
;n  the  southern  provinces  live  upon  salt  fish  and  po- 
latoes;  in  the  northern  provinces,  porridge  and  rye 
liread  form  their  food." 

I  Bavinia.     "Laborers  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  8d.  per 
[ay  in  the  country,"  without  board. 
\Belp.um.     "A    skilled  artizan    may   earn  in  sum- 
mer Is.  2d.  to  Is.  5d.;  in  winter  from   lOd.  to  Is.  2d. 


unskilled  half  as  much,  without  board,  live  upon  rye   of  acting  on  it  without  delay,  both  as  resnect"!  the 


bread,  potatoes  and  milk."  Agricultural  labore'rs 
have  less. 

Germanij.  Dantzig  laborers  4f  to7d.  perdav,  with- 
out board;  Mecklenhur-h  7(1.  per  day  do;  Holstein 
7d.  per  day,  without  board. 

Mt'terlands.  South  Holland  laborers  3d.  to  4d.  per 
day  with  board;  North  Holland  20d.  per  day  without 
board;  Antwerp  50d.  per  day  do..  West  Flanders  96s. 
to  lU4s.  per  year,  with  hoaril. 

It:ily.  Trieste  laborers  l-2d.  per  day  without  board, 
do.  6d.  per  day  with  board;  Islria  Sd.  to  lOd.  per 
day  without  board,  do.  4d.  to  6d.  per  day  with  board; 
Lombardy  4d.  to  8d.  per  day  do.;  Genoa  5d.  to  8d. 
per  day  do.  and  without  lodgings;  Tuscany  6d.  per 
day  without  either. 

Saxony.  "In  1837  a  man  employed  in  his  own 
loom,  Vt-orking  very  diligently  from  Monday  morn- 
ing to  Saturday  night,  from  5"o'clock  in  the  morning 
until  dusk,  and  even  at    times  with  a   lamp,  his  wife 

isting  him  in  finishing  and  taking  him  the  work. 


treasury  and  the  people  of  this  great  country,  and 
every  condition  of  people  in  the  country.  The  trea- 
sury was  empty,  they  all  knew;  our  revenue  fell 
short  of  our  expenditures;  and  when  we  talked  about 
a  debt  on  us,  whether  of  18  or  20  millions,  it  was 
going  on  and  accumulalingfromday  today  and  month 
to  month,  and  at  the  end  of  every  month  while  this 
congress  had  been  in  session  the  debt  was  perhaps 
jJI.OOO.OOO  greater  than  at  the  commencement  of  the 
month. 

That  was  the  condition  of  the  treasury.  What 
was  the  state  of  the  credit  of  the  country.'  Who 
could  think  of  the  credit  of  the  country  without  mor- 
tification? That  the  credit  of  this  vast  nation,  with 
its  boundless  resources,  should  not  be  equal  to  that  of 
any  nation  of  the  globe,  and  inferior  to  that  of 
any  individual  in  the  country;  that  at  this  very  mo- 
ment it  was  difficult,  as  was  stated  for  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  hire  money  at  6  per  cent,  interest 

-  „  „   --    ,    while  Great  Britain,  encumbered  v/ith  a  debt  of  thou- 

could  not  possibly  earn  more  than  20  groschen  (about  ,  sands  of  millions  of  dollars,  with  an   annual  expen- 
60  cents)  per  week.     Nor  could  one  who  had   three  |  diture  of  over  §300,000,000,  and   with   the   necessa 


children,  aged  12  years  and  upwards,  all  working  at 
the  loom  as  well  as  himself,  with  his  wife  employed 
doing  up  the  work,  earn  in  the  whole  more  than  SI 
weekly."  ^ 

Distress  in  England,  1841.  Valur  of  labor.  Con- 
dition of  the  working  classes.  This  statement  com- 
prises Bonhill  and  Alexandria;  Henton  is  included  in 
the  labors  of  another  committee  acting  forCawdra's 
parish. 
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And  there  are  65  with  nothing  at  all. 

This  statement  is  an  average  of  wages  for  twen- 
ty-eight weeks,  and  the  number  of  persons  in  each 
place  at  the  respective  averages.  'Trade  it  is  stated 
is  getting  worse  every  week. 

[Renfreicshire  Reformer. 


'IHE    TAitlFF. 


MR.  SALTONSTALL'S  SPEECH. 

IN   COMMITTEE  OK  THE  WHOLE    HOUSE,  JUNE    17,   1842. 

From  the   MHional  Intelligencer. 

Mr.  S.4LT0NSTALL  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  (under 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Habersham,  who  had  yielded  it 
to  him  on  a  former  day),  and  now  addres.sed  thecom- 
mitlee. 

Mr.  Saltonstall  said  the  subject  had  been  so  long 
delayed,  and  was  of  so  great  importance,  that  he 
felt  it  his  duty  on  the  first  opportunity  to  sav  what 
he  had  to  say  to  the  committee,  which  m'ust  be 
brought  within  a  very  short  time  on  account  of  the 
rule  which  had  been  adopted.  He  rejoiced  for  him- 
self and  on  the  part  of  this  cominitteo  that  before 
this  rule  had  been  adopted— and  for  whicli  he  had 
voted,  although  he  thought  it  would  have  been  more 
fortunate  if  it  had  been  delayed  a  few  days  till  the 
general  subject  had  been  considered— he  congratu- 
lated the  house  that  it  was  not  adopted  until  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  (Mr.  Fill- 
more, had  had  an  opportunity  to  give  his  views  and 
the  views  of  that  committee  on  the  bill  which  he  had 
reported. 

If  the  bill  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  had  not  been  taken  up,  Mr.  S.  would  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  have  gone  at  large  into  the  subject; 
bul  now  his  remarks  must  be  brought  within  the 
hour,  although  he  felt  it  impossible,  on  looking  over 
the  subject,  to  go  into  more  than  a  general  view  of 
the  bill  he  had  had  the  honor  to  report  within  that 
space  of  time. 

Mr.  S.  had  not  made  the  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
reported  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
with  any  hostile  feelings  towards  that  bill,  or  with 
any  view  to  produce  embarrassment;  and  if,  In  the 
consideration  of  t!ie  subject,  it  should  be  found  at 
any  time  that  it  would  be  an  impediment  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  he  should,  without  any  hesitation,  with- 
draw the  motion  he  had  made,  'fhe  house  and  the 
committee  must  see  at  once  that  it  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  they  should  very  shortly,  and  with 
but  little  delay,  come  into  the  consideration  of  the 
sections  and  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  that  it 
would  be  the  height  of  absurdity  to  undertake  to 
pass  this  bill  in  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
compelled  to  pass  many  important  acts  of  this  con- 
gress. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  make  a  remark  on 
the  importance  of  this  subject;  it  must  press  itself 
00  the  consideration  of  all,  as  well  as  the  importance 


ry  interest  of  her  debt  near  §150,000,000,  should 
be  able  to  hire  money  at  Sj  to  4  percent  inte- 
rest, while  this  nation,  on  the  London  exchange,  on 
our  own  exchange,  in  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
everywhere,  was  unable  at  this  time  to  borrow  mo- 
ney. 

That  was  the  state  of  our  credit.     As  to  the  causes 
of  this  it  was  unnecessary  to  remark.     Who  doubted 

that  if  they  should  pass  this  revenue  bill  now if  the 

bill  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  or  from 
the  committee  on  manufactures  should  pass  into  a 
law,  that  the  credit  of  this  country  would  at  once  be 
restored — that  our  nation  would  be  able  to  borrow 
money  to  any  extent  at  the  lov/est  rale  that  any  coun- 
try or  individual  on  the  face  of  the  earth  could  hire 
money.'  It  was,  therefore,  indispensably  necessarv 
that  there  should  be  action  on  Ihesubjectof  the  tarifl^ 
The  wants  of  the  treasury  and  of  the  people  alike  re- 
quired a  thorough  revision  of  the  tariff,  and  it  should 
be  done  immediately. 

He  had  spoken  of  the  treasury,  let  him  refer  to  the 
condition  of  the  country.  They  had  been  here  six 
or  seven  months,  pent  up,  without  the  means  of 
knowing  by  actual  observation  and  witnessing  them- 
selves the  condition  of  the  country,  (and  he  consi- 
dered it  a  great  misfortune  that  congress  sat  where 
they  had  not  the  means  of  knowing  it):  but  they  could 
avail  themselves  of  the  means  of  information 
within  their  power — of  the  newspapers  from  the  va- 
rious quarters  of  the  country.  They  found  that  it 
was  in  an  unparalleled  degree  depressed;  that  every 
branch  of  industry  was  paralyzed,  and  every  kind 
of  business  in  a  state  of  stagnation.  What  branch 
of  business  could  go  on.'  Could  the  manufacturing- 
interests.'  Either  to  live  or  to  die  was  the  question 
the  committee  had  to  act  on.  Could  the  mercantile 
the  great  commercial,  the  navigating,  or  the  shippin-' 
interests  of  this  country  go  on  with  any  degree  o'f 
confidence?  If  they  looked  at  the  wharves  and  docks 
of  our  large  cities  they  saw  that  when  our  ships 
came  in  they  were  put  in  there  as  it  was  under  the 
operation  of  the  embargo.  Why  was  it'  Who  could 
send  aship  abroad  with  any  degree  of  confidence  as  to 
'  at  amount  of  duties  it  would  have  to  pay  when  it 
returned,  or  whether  it  w-ould  be  cash  duties  or  the 
ordinary  credit  of  three  or  six  months,  or  the  accom- 
modation of  the  warehousing  system.' 

These  circumstances  had  produced  a  degree  of  de- 
pression on  the  country.  But  time  was  so  pre- 
cious that  he  could  not  enlarge  on  these  topics,  so 
excessively  interesting.  The  whole  country  felt  it 
so.  Their  table  was  laden  with  three  or  four  hun- 
dred petitions;  the  tables  of  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures and  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
were  laden  with  hundreds  of  petitions;  and  they 
came  not  from  any  one  interest  of  the  country  alone; 
far  otherwise;  they  were  from  the  manufacturing' 
from  the  great  mechanical,  from  the  commercial 
and  from  the  agricultural  interests — from  the  east 
and  from  the  west,  from  the  north  and  from  the 
south.  This  very  morning  a  petition  had  been  pre- 
sented, signed  by  six  or  seven  hundred  citizens  of 
old  Virginia,  asking  for  a  tariff  which  might  operate 
incidentally  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic  indus- 
try of  the  country.  As  to  thestate  of  public  opm- 
iim  on  this  subject,  there  could  no  longer  be  any 
question.  A  vast  advance  had  been  made  since  they 
came  here.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session 
it  appeared  that  it  was  thought  in  some  quarters  that 
we  were  to  struggle  along  as  well  as  we  could  under 
the  compromise,  which  made  these  gradual  reduc- 
tions of  one-tenth  and  struck  the  final  blow  on  the 
30th  June — that  we  must  go  on  and  try  it.  But  now 
how  was  it'  A  close  observation  had  satisfied  them 
tliat,  while  the  treasury  and  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try required  an  increase  of  duties,  their  interests  co- 
operated in  this,  and  that  the  good  of  the  coutitry 
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and  the  prosperity  of  the  union  required  that  there 
should  be  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  and  such  a  rate 
of  duties  imposed  as,  while  it  brought  a  sufficient 
amount  of  money  into  the  treasury  lo  carry  on 
the  government,  would  at  the  same  time  operate 
to  the  protection  of  the  yast  interests  now  put  at 
hazard. 

As  to  the  deficiency  of  ways  and  means,  the  ctiair- 
man  of  tl:e  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  stated 
to  them  that,  since  1834,  under  the  operation  of  the 
compromise  act,  there  had  been  a  deficit  of  the  re- 
■yenue  from  customs  towards  meeting  the  expen- 
ditures of  government  of  §,53,000,000.  In  1834 
there  was  a  deficit  of  2,000,000  dollars.  Mr.  S.  con- 
sidered that  it  was  the  duty  of  congress  at  that  time 
to  have  stopped  at  once  the  operation  of  the  com- 
promise act;  and  that,  by  (he  very  spirit  and  genius 
<if  the  act  itself,  it  was  an  act  relating  to  the  reve- 
nues of  the  country,  and  providing  for  the  support  of 
this  country;  and  in  terms  it  provided  that,  from  and 
after  such  a  day,  there  should  be  no  more  raised  in 
Ihat  way  than  was  necessary  for  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  government.  The  great  purpose 
of  the  act  was,  that  there  should  be  sufficient  reve- 
nue raised  by  imports  to  meet  the  demands  on  our 
government;  and  therefore,  in  1834,  when  there  was 
a  deficiency  in  that  year  of  2,000,000  dollars,  did  it 
not  become  the  duly  of  congress  lo  look  into  it.'  In 
1836  also  there  v/as  a  deficit  of  3,000,000  dollars, 
and  yet  that  year  was  suffered  to  pass  by  without  a 
provision  being  made  by  congress.  The  next  year 
there  was  a  still  greater  deficiency;  and  in  1838  the 
receipts  from  customs  were  16,000,000  dollars  and 
the  expenditures  were  31,000,000  dollars,  and  so  on 
from  that  time  to  this.  This  was  perfectly  well 
known  to  the  government;  it  was  known  to  (he  head 
of  the  treasury  department,  and  by  him  reported  to 
congress.  And  yet  what  was  done?  what  was  re- 
commended by  the  government'  Mr.  S.  said  this 
with  no  party  view  whatever;  far  be  it  from  him. — 
He  hoped  that  they  might  avoid  altogether  in  this 
debate  any  unkind  allusions  that  would  interfere 
with  the  consideration  of  this  great  subject;  yet,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  he  had  stated  that  nothing  was 
done  to  check  the  course  of  expenditures  or  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
for  some  extraordinary  reason,  the  whole  of  the 
current  means  were  used,  and  they  fell  back 
on  one  resource  and  another,  until  every  source  of 
revenue  was  exhausted,  and  the  treasury  was  left 
empty. 

The  deficiency  for  1842,  under  the  present  laws,  as 
stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  session  of  congress,  would  be  14,000,000 
dollars,  supposing  no  additional  provision  to  be  made. 
As  to  the  amount  of  debt,  it  was  uncertain.  We 
knew  it  was  17,000,000  dollars,  or  would  be  that,  as 
that  amount  of  loan  had  been  autliorised.  At  the 
last  report  there  were  outstanding  over  $9,000,000 
of  treasury  notes.  The  president,  in  his  last  mes- 
sage recommending  a  repeal  of  the  distribution  law, 
had  reported  the  amount  of  debt  at  §18,000,000,  and 
Mr.  S.  asked  whether  there  was  a  member  on  that 
floor  who  had  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  debt  of  this 
country,  if  liquidated,  would  not  fall  short  of  §25,- 
000,000,  or  near  that  amount.  So  that  we  were  not 
only  living  on,  from  day  to  day,  with  a  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  but  were  actually  encumbered  with  a 
debt  of  no  inconsiderable  amount,  the  interest  of 
which,  it  appeared  from  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  accompanying  the  bill  which  they 
had  received  from  him  the  other  day,  would  be 
1,000,000  dollars,  and  the  interest  and  principal  to 
be  met  within  three  years  to  come,  would  be  over 
20,000,000  dollars. 

How  much  revenue,  then,  was  lo  be  raised?  We 
were  obliged  to  raise  at  least  the  sum  staled  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  at  least 
§26,000,000;or  §27,000,000.  All  agreed  in  this  who 
had  paid  any  attention  to  the  subject,  and  he  believ- 
ed that  a  portion  of  this  committee  were  satisfied  that 
it  would  he  found  impossible  even  to  reduce  our  ex- 
penses witliin  that  amount.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  had  estimated  the  amount  which  his  bill 
would  raise  at  §27,500,000  in  addition  to  the  avails 
of  the  public  lands.  And  in  the  senate,  the  distin- 
guished senator  who  had  considered  the  subject  on 
the  resolutions  which  he  had  there  introduced  was 
of  the  same  opinion,  thai,  retrench  as  far  as  they 
might,  still  the  government  couJd  not  get  along  with 
less  revenue  than  §27,000,000.  Could  this  amount 
be  reduced?  Tlicy  had  heard  •  good  deal  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  and  they  all  went  for  it 
where  they  thought  it  was  rei|uired;  but  had  Ihoy 
any  assurance  that  there  would  be  any  retrench- 
ment to  any  considerable  degree,  or  that  there  could 
be?  They  knew  what  Ihey  had  done  with  regard  to 
the  army  and  navy,  but  would  the  other  branch  con- 
cur in  il?  What  would  be  Ihe  result  no  one  knew. 
Ai  to  the  navy,  be  vontured  lo  predict  thai  there 


would  be  no  reduction  in  that  establishment,  which 
had  fought  itself  into  so  great  favor  throughout  the 
land.  He  believed  if  they  were  to  poll  the  country  ■ 
they  would  find  nine-tenths  of  the  people,  certainly 
in  the  north  and  east,  who  would  say  excises  or  di- 
rect taxation,  rather  than  reduce  the  navy.  But  they 
might  hope  that  there  would  be  retrenchment  to 
some  extent,  and  there  ought  to  be,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  done  without  injury  to  Ihe  public  service.  They 
ought,  however,  to  remember  that  the  estimate  of 
§27,000,000  supposed  retrenchment.  The  annual 
expenditures  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  had  been 
at  least  §28,000,000;  and  the  expenses  in  some  years 
had  run  up  to  §35,000,000,  §36,000,000,  or  §37,000,- ! 
(100,  including  however  a  portion  of  trust  funds  and 
some  contingencies,  just  such  as  must  in  all  proba-j 
bility  arise  in  the  administration  of  the  concerns  of: 
this  government  in  future  years — so  that  they  ought  | 
to  have  a  bill  which  would  bring  into  the  treasury 
from  year  to  year,  especially  taking  a  series  of  years, 
an  average  amount  of  not  less  than  twenty-seven 
millions  of  dollars. 

What  amount  would  be  raised  under  the  present 
laws?  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  told  them 
§15,600,000.  Mr.  S.  thought  that  amount  too  large. 
The  importations  would  be  greatly  reduced,  and  for 
various  reasons,  which  he  could  only  state.  It  was 
thought  that  the  importations  would  be  greatly  re- 
duced, first,  because  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
tariff,  which  operated  to  check  commercial  adven- 
tures, and  then  the  great  over  supply  of  all  articles 
of  importation,  whether  froia  Europe  or  from  the 
East  Indies.  The  state  of  the  country  would  also 
greatly  affect  it.  He  miglit  go  into  the  question 
how  we  were  to  pay  for  the  importations?  Hereto- 
fore we  had  received  §150,000,000  on  credit;  there 
was  no  more  to  be  received  in  this  way,  but  we  had 
and  ought  to  pay  the  amount  of  interest  on  this, 
which  would  probably  amount  to  some  six,  eight,  or 
ten  millions  per  year.  As  to  the  means  of  payment, 
he  might  remark  on  the  low  prices  of  all  the  great 
articles  of  exportation  from  this  country.  It  might 
be  suggested  that,  under  the  tariff  which  sir  Robert 
Peel  had  introduced,  there  would  be  an  increase  of 
importations  into  thatcountiy-  Mr.  S.  was  satisfied 
that  it  would  have  no  such  effect.  There  might  be 
some  items  that  it  would  increase  the  importation 
of — such  as  flour,  beef,  and  pork,  and  he  believed 
that  these  were  all  the  articles  which  it  would  in- 
crease the  importation  of,  and  they  could  not  be  re- 
lied on  at  all  as  a  steady  exportation  from  this  coun- 
try. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  subject  had  come 
to  the  committee  on  mauul'actures.  They  had  con- 
sidered that  they  were  called  on  to  report  a  revenue 
bill,  not  merely  for  the  protection  of  manufactures, 
as  had  been  suggested  over  and  over  again.  What 
had  been  referred  to  that  committee?  That  part  of 
the  president's  message  relating  to  discriminating 
duties.  What  were  they  lo  do;  to  report  a  bill  in 
part,  without  considering  the  whole  subject  of  the 
tarifl"?  It  was  found  at  once  to  be  impracticable. 
The  committee  understood,  after  the  debate  on  the 
reference,  thai  they  were  to  go  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  fully.  They  accordingly  went 
into  the  subject,  and  had  given  to  its  consideration 
all  their  knowledge  and  power,  and  availed  them- 
selves of  all  the  lights  within  their  reach;  and  in  due 
time,  after  repeated  and,  as  he  thought,  most  unjust 
intimations  from  this  house  of  delay,  they  reported  a 
bill;  and  so  early  was  it  reported,  that  he  had  re- 
gretted that  it  had  been  as  soon  by  several  weeks, 
because,  if  it  had  been  taken  up  for  consideration, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  move  several  amendments 
to  it.  The  committee  had  called  on  the  house  to 
adopt  a  resolution  authorising  them  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers:  the  call  was  refused.  He  felt  it 
his  duly  to  slate  that  if  this  resolution  had  been 
passed,  in  all  probability  a  report  would  have  been 
presented  much  more  full  and  much  more  compre- 
hensive than  had  been  in  their  power  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. Since  the  bill  had  been  reported,  a 
great  amount  of  information  had  came  to  their  pos- 
session, which  would  have  enabled  them  to  make  a 
report  of  a  statistical  nature  that  would  have  been 
full  of  interest,  and  to  such  nn  extent  that  he  even 
contemplated,  after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  if 
he  found  leisure,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  present 
il  to  the  public. 

Thegreul  question  arose  tolhatcommittee,  on  what 
principle  they  should  proceed  in  preparing  this  tariff 
act,  and  the  compromise  had  first  come  under  con- 
sideration. The  eoinmiltee  were  desirous  of  carry- 
ing it  out  if  they  could;  they  knew  very  well  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  Vvas  made,  how  many 
men  had  taken  a  deep  interest  in  it,  and  the  motives, 
pure  and  patriolie,  whether  mistaken  or  not,  in  which 
it  originated;  ami  therefore  their  attention  was  call- 
ed, and  closely  called,  to  the  consideralion  of  that 
act.    The  first  thoughl  was  of  the  requbitiou  of  Ihat 


act  that,  after  the  30th  June,  all  duties  should  be  as-' 
sessed  at  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  by  the  homefl 
valuation.  The  committee  made  inquiries  with 
gard  to  this  home  valuation,  of  different  classes  in  ." 
community,  of  all  who  came  before  them,  and  of 
merchants  in  particular.  From  one  end  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  other  a  correspondence  was  opened,  and 
the  committee  learned  that,  without  exception,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  all  with  whom  they  communicat- 
ed that  the  home  valuation  was  impracticable;  and 
some  of  the  reasons  for  which  were  set  out  in  their 
report,  and  he  intended  to  have  dwelt  on  them,  but 
he  could  not,  his  lime  being  so  limited.  The  com- 
mittee on  manufactures,  therefore,  felt  it  their  duty 
to  abandon  this  principle  of  home  valuation,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  commUtee  of  ways 
and  means  had  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  It  was 
known  that  a  committee  in  the  senate  had  been  ex- 
amining this  subject  almost  from  the  commencement 
of  the  session;  no  report  had  been  received  from 
them,  and  the  only  chance  of  any  thing  practicable 
on  the  subject  was  from  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee, should  it  be  made,  and  find  favor  in  congress. — 
But  the  opinion  of  the  committee  w'as,  that  it  could 
not  be  done;  that  it  would  be  attended  with  so  many 
difficulties,  different  valuations  in  difterent  ports, 
and  would  create  such  a  set  of  appraisers,  &c.  that  it 
could  not  be  carried  out,  and  that  the  only  substitute 
for  it  would  be  by  adding  a  certain  per  centage  to 
the  invoice.     But  he  could  not  dwell  on  it. 

The  question,  then,  was,  how  should  duties  be  im- 
posed? By  a  new  rule,  or  as  heretofore?  By  the 
compromise  act  all  the  duties  were  to  be  reduced  to 
20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  would  produce  a  great 
change  in  our  system — a  system  designed,  at  least  in 
part,  as  had  always  been  understood,  for  protection. 
If  this  rule  were  adopted,  they  must  go  on  the  ground 
that  this  idea  had  been  abandoned,  and  a  tariff  only 
designed  for  revenue  was  to  be  made.  But  if  it  ^vas 
to  be  revenue,  it  did  not  follow  that  such  a  radical 
change  would  be  necessary.  Not  at  all.  They  could 
not  make  any  change,  howeverslight  itmight  be  con- 
sidered, without  affecting  a  great  many  interests,  and 
which  might  be  followed  by  consequences  which 
they  could  not  anticipate.  It  had  been  the  practice 
to  make  discrimination,  and  they  had  discrimination 
in  duties  in  our  own  and  in  all  enlightened  commer- 
cial nations.  It  had  been  so  in  our  government,  from 
the  first  act  of  congress  of  1789  down  to  the  very  last 
act,  except  the  compromise,  and  even  a  discrimina- 
tion under  20  per  cent,  was  contemplated  in  that.— 
He  knew  that  under  the  first  act  of  congress  the  du- 
ties were  imposed  on  different  grounds,  part  being 
specific  and  part  ad  valorem,  and  the  account  given 
over  and  over  again  was  that  it  was  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  manufacturing,  agricultural  and  other  in- 
terests in  this  country. 

It  was  said  that  the  compromise  act  had  changed 
the  whole  policy  of  the  country,  and  that  henceforth 
there  were  to  be  no  specific  and  no  discriminating 
duties  imposed.  Was  it  so?  He  contended  the  very 
contrary.  That  it  would  be  most  unwise  and  impro- 
vident legislation,  if  legislation  it  could  be  called, 
not  binding  on  any  future  congress,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  their  duty  to  vote  for  continuing  that  act  if 
they  were  satisfied  that  it  v\as  unwise  and  injurious 
to  carry  it  out.  He  contended  that  it  had  uot  chang- 
ed the  system  in  this  country.  It  had  done  nothing 
more  than  give  notice  (if  he  might  be  allowed  the 
expression)  that  a  change  was  contemplated;  that 
here  was  a  system  they  were  disposed  to  try,  and 
which  was  an  experiment.  What  was  the  situation 
of  the  country  at  that  time?  if  the  framers  of  that 
law  could  have  contemplated  such  a  state  of  things 
as  we  now  beheld,  and  as  had  existed  in  this  country 
for  several  years  past,  they  never  would  have  adopt- 
ed that  act.  Read  the  report  of  the  coniuiittee  of 
ways  and  means  at  that  time,  and  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  in  his  plan  of  finance.  What  was  the 
amount  of  annual  expenditures  of  the  country,  as  es- 
timated then  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina? 
He' put  it  at  §11,000,000,  and  the  highest  estiuKita 
was  §18,000,000.  Was  there  a  man  who  voted  lor 
that  act  who  dreamed  that  in  the  course  of  seven  or 
eight  years  the  expenditures  would  go  up  to  §30,- 
O0'b,000  and  upwards?    Not  at  all. 

This  system  therefore  had  not  been  changed;  a 
change  was  contemplated;  notice  was  given  to  the 
country  that  if  it  should  answer  the  purpose,  if  it 
should  satisfy  the  authors  of  this  experiment,  that  at 
this  time,  in  a  few  days,  the  act  should  be  passed 
which  would  collect  the  duties  in  the  manner  he  had 
staled.  But  its  success  had  not  been  such  as  lo  en- 
courage Ihem  to  make  any  ellbr»  to  carry  it  out;  it 
had  been  attended  with  many  most  disastrous  conaa- 
quences;  it  had  been  a  most  unfortunate  measure. 
He  spoke  plainly,  and  that  after  four  or  six  monlhs' 
consideration  of  the  subject,  to  which  he  had  eunio 
with  diU'erent  opinions.    He  felt  that  he  was  speali- 
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ins  to  Ihe  country,  and  not  with  reference  to  any 
particular  interest;  but  he  was  speaking  what  he 
linew,  and  from  all  the  information  he  had  on  the 
suliject,  when  he  said  that  the  operation  of  the  com- 
promise act,  owin^  to  a  state  of  things  which  did  not 
exist  at  that  time,  had  been  most  unfortunate  and 
most  disastrous;  and  this  committee,  if  they  would 
read  the  report  of  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
would  be  satisfied  of  it.  It  appeared  from  many  of 
the  petitions  that  had  come  to  them  from  various  in- 
terests, that  they  were  in  the  last  trial  in  the  cruci- 
ble to  show  whether  they  could  live  or  not.  They 
showed  the  manner  in  which  the  iron  establishments 
had  gone  out;  that  the  glass  works  had  been  reduced 
two-thirds;  and  so  he  might  go  from  great  to  small 
through  the  different  branches,  and  might  appeal  to 
tlie  knowledge  of  gentlemen  who  came  from  diffe- 
rent sections  of  the  country  that  it  was  so;  and  that, 
so  far  as  the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  interests 
were  concerned,  this  act  had  been  any  thing  but  for- 
tunate. And  this  was  not  merely  the  case  with  the 
manufacturing  interests. 

Was  there  any  interest  more  important  to  be  pre- 
served than  the  great  interest  of  coal,  which,  by  the 
blessing  of  Heaven,  we  found  from  one  end  of  our 
country  to  the  otlier,  to  supply  fuel  to  the  end  of 
time,  when  our  forests  had  fallen  before  the  march 
of  civilization  and  settlement?  Should  it  remain  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  because  coal  could  be  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries  cheaper?  Let  him 
show  a  statement  from  Virginia  on  this  subject.  He 
had  but  little  time,  and  his  remarks  must  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion  before  he  had  entered  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  could  not  forbear  to  refer  to  this.  On 
page  73  of  the  report  of  this  committee  they  would 
find  a  statement  from  those  interested  in  the  coal  bu- 
siness in  Virginia  showing  the  amount  sent  to  mar- 
Itet  from  1832  to  1841,  inclusive;  how  it  increased 
from  1,350,0U0  bushels  in  1822  to  4,OO0.OOU  in  1833, 
and  was  then  reduced  to  2,000,001)  bushels  in  1841; 
and  in  another  column  showing  the  importations  of 
foreign  coal  during  the  same  period,  in  which  it  had 
swelled  up  from  966,644  bushels  to  5,000,000  bush- 
els per  year,  under  the  operation  of  the  deductions 
of  this  compromise  act.  And  in  this  it  was  stated 
that  if  duties  were  brought  down  to  20  per  cent,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  continue  this  busi- 
ness. 

So  it  was  with  sugar  and  various  interests  of  the 
country  to  which  he  had  not  time  to  advert. 

He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  20  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  duty  would  be  wholly  insufficient  to  pro- 
duce sufficient  revenue,  and  that  it  would  be  fatal  in 
its  eft'ects  to  many  of  the  great  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  S.  would  make  a  single  observation  on  the 
amendment  of  his  friend,  (Mr.  Habersham),  for 
whose  courtesy  he  thanked  him.  The  amendment 
which  the  gentleman  had  moved  proposed  an  addi- 
tion of  10  per  cent,  on  the  foreign  invoice  and  a  du- 
ty of  20  per  cent,  on  that,  which  was  equal  to  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  This  retained  all  the  inconve- 
niences of  the  ad  valorem  system,  and  would  be  en- 
tirely insufficient,  according  to  the  view  he  had  ta- 
ken, for  yielding  the  necessary  amount  of  revenue. 

In  what  manner,  then — and  this  was  the  question 
of  the  greatest  interest — could  duties  be  so  levied  as 
to  be  least  felt  by  the  consumer,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  burden  be  partially  counterbalanced  by  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  duty  itself?  There  were  many  ob- 
jections to  the  ad  valorem  duty.  One  was,  that  the 
duties  would  not  be  collected;  it  would  efl'ect  a  loss 
of  revenue,  and  that  on  account  of  the  large  frauds 
that  would  be  committed.  Frauds  to  an  immense 
amount  had  been  committed  by  this  mode,  not  with 
respect  to  woollens  alone,  but  extending  to  glass, 
cutlery,  cotton,  and  all  the  great  articles  imported. 
With  respect  to  woollens,  it  had  become  a  system, 
and  by  it  the  government  was  defrauded  of  revenue, 
and  the  manufacturers  deprived  of  the  protection 
which  the  government  had  always  intended  they 
should  have  the  benefit  of.  The  manufacturers  had 
been  sensible  of  this  for  a  long  time;  and  in  the  state- 
ments and  petitions  made,  he  believed  all  these  in- 
terests preferred  a  specific  duty  equivalent  to  30  per 
cent,  rather  than  actual  ad  valorem  duty  of  30  per 
cent.  Our  merchants  concurred  in  this.  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved it  was  their  opinion  throughout  the  country, 
that  specific  duties  were  advisable;  that  they  were 
most  certain  and  equitable;  and  that  it  is  better  for 
the  community  that  duty  should  be  equal  throughout 
every  portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  S.  had  intended  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners,  made  after  a  iong  examination,  of 
the  officers  of  the  New  York  custom-house.  They 
came  to  the  same  conclusion.  But  he  could  merely 
read  a  single  sentence.  Mr.  S.  then  read  the  follow- 
ing from  the  report  of  Messrs.  Kelleyand  Steuart: 

"But  in  assessing  duties,  by  any  system  of  valua- 
tion, so  much  depends  upon  tie  erring  judgment  of 


men;  so  great  and  frequent  are  the  changes  in  the 
character,  description,  and  value  of  goods;  and  so 
liable  are  men  to  be  misled  by  local  interest,  par- 
tiality, prejudice,  or  intentional  deception,  that  any 
system  of  ad  valorem  duties  seems  to  be  liable  to 
insuperable  objections. 

"The  question  naturally  presents  itself,  'what  sys- 
tem can  be  adopted  which  will  obviate  these  ob- 
jections, and  better  accomplish  the  great  objects  of 
establishing  uniformity  and  preventing  fraud  in  the 
collection  of  Import  duties.*' 

"To  this  question  we  unhesitatingly  answer:  ^Ji 
system  of  'specific'  dalies  on  all  nrlicles  susceptible  of 
being  so  desaibed  and  classified  as  to  render  the  duty  cer- 
tain, a^id  tilt  rale  of  duty  apjyroachins;  to  uniformily  in 
reference  to  the  value  of  different  articles,  so  far  as  such 
unijbrmily  may  be  considered  important.''  " 

The  experience  of  other  nations,  continued  Mr.  S. 
was  not  to  be  slighted  on  a  question  like  this.  They 
all  knew  that  their  duties  were  specific.  In  sir  R. 
Peel's  bill  lately  introduced  into  parliament,  they 
found  the  duties  almost  entirely  specific.  This  was 
the  result  of  the  experience  of  the  greatest  commer- 
cial nation  on  the  globe.  The  same  mode  prevailed 
in  France,  Russia,  Germany,  and  everywhere.  Then, 
was  it  a  time  for  us  to  run  atilt  with  an  experiment 
contrary  to  the  experience  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  collectors  of  customs,  the  manufacturers 
and  every  one  conversant  with  the  subject?  To  try 
this  experiment  of  ad  valorem  duties  would  be  most 
unwise. 

But  there  was  a  strong  prejudice  in  some  portions 
of  the  country  in  favor  of  the  compromise  act,  and 
therefore  the  committee  were  so  disposed  to  frame 
their  bill  as  to  subject  it  to  the  least  possible  objec- 
tions. He  had  intended  to  read  the  resolutions  in- 
troduced by  the  gentleman  who  had  rendered  so  ef- 
ficient service  to  the  house  and  to  the  country,  on 
which  this  bill  was  framed.  The  first  clause  pro 
vided  for  a  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty,  embracing 
an  immense  number  of  articles,  many  of  which  were 
always  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  and  providing 
for  as  much  uniformity  as  possible.  The  great  prin- 
ciple of  it  was,  that  they  should  be  as  nearly  alike  as 
possible,  and  that,  as  the  duties  were  before  the  last 
deduction  of  3-10  above  the  20  per  cent,  bringing  the 
duties  to  what  they  were  in  1840,  v/ith  the  hope  that 
we  would  be  able  to  struggle  along  and  live  and 
breathe.  Mr.  S.  was  now  satisfied  that  they  ought 
to  have  gone  back  to  the  duties  as  they  were  1837, 
or  at  least  as  in  1839.  But  this  was  the  principle  on 
which  the  bill  was  founded,  with  the  hope  that  it 
would  bring  sufficient  revenue  into  the  treasury,  and 
that,  by  retrenchment  and  rigid  economy,  the  go- 
vernment could  be  carried  on  under  that  deduction. 

The  amount  of  dutiable  articles  by  the  secretary's 
bill  was  §93,000,000;  by  the  bill  from  the  committee 
on  manufactures,  §73,000,000:  and  here  we  would 
say  that  the  bill  as  reported  would  be  wholly  insuf- 
ficient for  the  revenue  of  this  country.  The  bill  ac- 
cording to  the  importations  of  1832,  would  only  yield 
a  nett  amount  of  revenue  of  §22,687,000;  the  bill 
from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  was  estimat- 
ed to  raise  an  amount  of  §27,500,000.  The  com- 
mittee would  see  at  once  by  the  basis  of  the  bill  from 
the  committee  on  manufactures  how  easy  it  was  to 
amend  it.  There  was  no  duty  in  the  bill,  as  report- 
ed, on  tea,  coffee,  hides,  skins,  quicksilver,  &c.  The 
amount  of  importations  of  these  articles  in  1840  was 
§18,270,000.  The  differences  in  this  way  between 
the  amount  of  the  two  bills  were  accounted  for. 

It  might  be  said,  why  report  a  bill  without  a  duty 
on  tea  and  coffee?  A  portion  of  that  committee  were 
satisfied  that  there  must  be  a  duty  on  them;  but  a 
majority  of  them  were  not  disposed  to  report  it, 
hoping  that  we  should  be  able  to  get  along  without 
it.  The  bill  was  framed  on  the  idea  that  a  duty  on 
tea  and  coffee  might  be  added  to  it,  and  then  the 
duty  would  be  no  more  than  the  revenue  required. — 
Adding  for  a  duty  on  tea  and  coflee  and  other  articles, 
which  were  reported  in  the  secretary's  bill,  an  ad- 
dition would  be  made  of  §6,000,000,  making  a  dif- 
ference of  only  §94,000,  and  that  in  favor  of  the  bill 
from  the  committee  on  manufactures.  For  one,  he 
was  satisfied,  although  he  could  not  dwell  on  the 
subject,  that  they  must  impose  a  duty  on  tea  and 
coffee,  and  tiiat  they  could  not  provide  a  sufficient 
revenue  without.  If  gentlemen  would  avoid  a  con- 
tinuance of  this  state  of  the  ti'easury,  he  was  sure 
that  no  man  who  felt  for  the  conntry  as  he  ought  to 
feel  could  refuse  to  go  for  a  duty  on  these  articles — 
a  duty  which  would  pour  into  our  treasury  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  a  manner  which  would  be  less  left 
than  the  same  amount  in  any  other  way  would  be. 

They  had  heard  that  this  was  a  protection  bill — 
that  it  proposed  a  protective  tarifj'.  He  had  already 
intimated  the  course  taken  by  the  committee.  They 
could  not  avoid  opening  their  eyes  on  the  subject. 
They  did  look  to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  vVho 
could  legislate   without  it'    Tlie  committee,  when 


they  were  establishing  this  duty,  Inquired  what  would 
be  the  operation  of  it'  They  had  no  constitutional 
doubts  on  their  minds;  they  considered  that  that 
question  was  settled — that  the  historical  and  the  con- 
temporaneons  arguments  were  unanswerable;  they 
looked  at  the  debates  on  the  act  of  1789:  and  con- 
sidered that  they  were  conclusive — that  they  settled 
the  question — and  they  did  hope  that  there  would  be 
something  settled  in  this  country.  They  also  knew 
that  it  was  one  of  the  great  purposes  for  which  the 
constitution  was  made.  A  committee  on  manufac- 
tures was  established  at  the  first  session  of  the  first 
congress,  and  petitions  were  then  presented,  and 
were  now  on  the  files  of  congress,  for  the  protection 
of  every  branch  of  business. 

The  committee  considered,  and  he  now  consider- 
ed, that  every  part  of  this  country  and  every  interest 
was  alike  interested  in  this  great  subject;  it  was  not 
only  a  question  for  the  manufacturing,  but  for  the 
agricultural  and  for  the  planting  interests.  They 
considered  it  as  the  great  question  of  the  country, 
alike  interesting  to  all  parties  and  classes  throughout 
its  vast  extent,  and  especially  interesting  to  the  la- 
borer. It  was  the  poor  man's  cause;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  whether,  because  he  wants  to  buy  his  coat 
cheap,  they  would  compel  a  man  to  work  for  15 
pence  per  day,  as  in  England.  The  question  was 
between  the  laborer  of  this  country,  and  the  respec- 
table laborer — whether  he  should  be  enabled  to  give 
an  education  to  his  children,  and  dress  them  to  go  to 
church, — and  the  distressed  laborer  of  Europe. 

In  this  light  the  subject  was  considered  by  the 
committee  in  framing  the  bill;  they  so  fixed  the  duty 
that  they  hoped  it  would  give  a  new  stimulus  to  the 
country,  revive  its  drooping  industry,  and  move  its 
stagnant  waters:  so  that  they  should  no  longer  hear 
of  complaints  throughout  the  land.  Was  there  ever 
a  country  that  had  flourished  like  this  under  the  bless- 
ings which  it  had  obtained  under  this  system?  Free 
trade!  There  was  no  time  for  this.  How  had  it 
operated  so  far  as  it  had  been  carried  out?  He 
might  refer  to  our  exchange,  where  foreign  exchange 
had  increased  600  per  cent,  and  to  its  effects  on  the 
coasting  trade  as  connected  with  coal;  to  the  increase 
of  the  coasting  tonnage,  within  the  last  tv/o  years  of 
7,  per  cent,  when  the  commercial  tonnage  had  in- 
creased only  at  the  rate  of  4,  per  cent,  and  to  its  ef- 
fects on  various  interests;  but  his  hour  was  done,  and 
he  must  submit  to  the  rule. 

Mr.  S.  having  concluded  his  remarks  precisely  as 
the  hour  expired. 

MR.  HABERSHAM'S  SPEECH. 

IN  COMMITTEE  OF    THE    WHOLE    HOUSE,  JUNE    18. 

Mr.  Habersham  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  after  the  words 
"be  it  enacted,"  &c.  the  bill  which  had  heretofore 
been  reported  by  him  from  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Habersham,  v/ho  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  committee  during  the  allotted  hour. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  rose  on  this  occasion  under  feelings 
of  great  embarrassment.  This  subject  was  one  of 
great  importance  to  every  portion  of  our  people,  and 
to  every  section  of  our  vast  country.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject of  the  most  comprehensive  character,  embracing, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  correct  decision,  a  great  variety 
of  facts  and  considerations;  and  when  he  recollected 
that  ten  years  had  not  elapsed  since  this  subject  pre- 
sented on  this  floorscenes  which  every  man  must  re- 
gret; when  he  recollected  the  scenes  which  occurred, 
in  consequence  of  the  action  of  congress  at  that  time, 
m  the  portion  of  the  United  States  in  which  he  lived; 
when  he  remembered  the  excitement  which  the  ac- 
tion of  congress  produced  there,  and  recalled  to  me- 
mory that  not  only  boys,  but  men  of  excitable  dispo- 
sitions, were  thrown  almost  into  a  state  of  resistance 
to  government,  but  that  the  most  sage  and  most  dis- 
creet, the  seniors  and  judges  of  the  land,  and  the  men 
of  religion — all  of  those  on  whose  wisdom  and  on 
whose  consideration  the  country  must  rely  in  any 
great  and  similar  crisis — were  thrown  into  a  state  of 
like  excitement,  he  rose  under  feelings  of  great  em- 
barrassment to  address  the  committee  on  this  subject. 

From  having  taken  that  view  of  the  immense  im- 
portance of  the  decision  to  which  they  would  in  a 
short  time  come,  he  had  devoted  his  time — days  and 
nights — to  endeavor,  by  the  research  after  facts,  to 
certain  what  was  the  truth  in  relation  to  this  matter; 
and  he  had  collected,  by  immense  labor,  and  by  the 
loss  of  rest,  a  variety  of  facts  and  tables — all  which 
he  deemed  would  have  an  important  bearing  on  this 
subject— with  an  earnest  intention  to  come  at  the 
truth,  whatever  it  might  be,  or  however  profitable  to 
one  or  the  other  portion  of  the  union.  He  had  sub- 
mitted to  that  labor,  as  he  trusted  and  most  conscien- 
tiously believed,  to  ascertain  and  act  on  that  truth. 
But,  after  the  collection  of  all  this  information,  after 
all  this  labor,  he  was,  by  the  sudden  action  of  the 
house,  some  two  or  thrse  days  ago,  called  on  to  pre- 
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sent  to  them,  within  the  space  of  one  short  hour,  the 
results  of  all  this  labor.  It  was  impossible  to  do  this; 
it  was  evidenced  yesterday  in  the  fate  of  his  honora- 
ble friend — for  he  most  sincerely  called  him  so — the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  (Mr. 
Saltos'stall),  who  had  undergone  on  this  subject, 
durins;  the  present  session,  most  unremittint^  labor, 
and  yet  he  was  compelled  from  the  limited  time,  al- 
most to  confine  himself  to  the  mere  assertion  of  facts, 
without  even  being  permitted  to  attest  the  truth  of 
what  he  asserted. 

Under  tiic  conviction  that  such  must  be  the  case, 
Mr.  H.  had  voted  against  the  one-hour  rule.  He  be- 
lieved that,  as  a  general  thing,  it  might  be  beneficial; 
fur  he  had  seen  during  this  session  of  congress,  day 
afler  day,  week  after  week,  and  month  after  month 
wasted,  much  of  it  by  discussion  which  had  nothing 
more  to  do  with  the  point  before  this  committee,  be- 
fore this  house,  or  this  congress,  than  any  other  point 
■which  might  have  been  started.  He  had  seen  the 
time  thus  wasted  in  inquiry  into  the  character  of  the 
proceedings  or  intentions  of  Martin  Van  Buren.  Henry 
Clay,  or  .tohn  Tyler,  which  had  no  more  to  do  with 
the  subject  under  consideration  than  any  of  the  mat- 
ter that  might  be  collected  from  the  discoveries  made 
by  the  exploring  expedition.  For  himself  he  had 
not  occupied  one  hour  during  this  session.  He  had 
objected  at  this  session  to  the  one  hour  rule,  and  had 
voted  against  it.  His  feelings  were  first  excited 
against  it  from  the  scenes  he  witnessed  on  thir^  floor 
during  the  extra  session,  in  which  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  of  Kentucky's  sons  was  interrupled  in  the 
midst  of  a  most  eloquent  and  argumentative  harangue 
on  the  subject  before  the  committee,  by  some  one 
rising  and  saying  your  hour  has  expired,  and — (the 
remainder  of  the  sentence  was  lost  to  the  ear  of  the 
reporter,  as  was  the  case  in  several  succeeding  sen- 
tences.) And  Mr.  H.  then  said  that,  with  this  one 
hour  rule  as  an  instrument,  the  most  stupid  hind  on 
this  floor  might  clip  the  wings  of  the  eagle. 

Under  these  circumstances  of  embarrassment,  Mr. 
H.  was  obliged  to  rise  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
to  this  committee  the  result  of  the  labors  of  the  last 
two  months,  and  was  compelled,  after  having  prepar- 
ed a  speech,  to  make  a  synopsis  of  that  speech,  which, 
with  the  documents  he  had  collected  and  held  in  his 
hand,  he  was  obliged  to  tender  and  deliver  to  the  re- 
porter of  the  house  for  subsequent  publication,  that 
they  might  be  presented  to  the  house  and  the  country, 
and  he  hoped  the  committee  would  consider  the 
speech  as  delivered,  [laughter;]  or,  in  the  language 
of  a  bill  ill  equity,  he  prayed  that  it  might  be  annex- 
ed to  his  bill  of  complaint,  and  be  taken  as  part  there- 
of, and  that  he  might  have  leave  to  refer  to  it  as  oc- 
casion might  require. 

Having  explained  to  the  committee  that  the  speech 
he  was  aDout  to  deliver  was  lut  his  speech,  but  that 
that  would  afterwards  appear,  he  would  proceed,  re- 
serving to  himself  the  privilege  of  making  certain 
extracts  from  that  speech,  a.s  a  sample  of  the  whole — • 
he  would  proceed  to  deliver  to  the  committee  a 
speech,  made  up,  in  a  great  measure,  from  a  report 
of  the  learned  and  venerable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and  a  distinguished  English  statesman,  sir 
Kobert  feci. 

Mr.  H.  would  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  an 
honorable  friend  from  the  state  of  New  York  had  in- 
formed him,  a  few  days  ago,  that  when  he*  should 
get  the  floor  on  this  question,  he  intended  to  "floor" 
him,  (Mr.  H.)  He  did  not  intend  to  give  the  gentle- 
man a  chance  of  flooring  him.  He  intended  to  avoid 
this  by  availing  himself  of  the  experience  which  he 
had  derived  from  a  scene  which  he  once  witnessed. 
A  small  man  was  assailed  by  another,  and  finding  he 
was  about  to  be  threshed,  he  jumped  behind  the 
largest  man  in  his  neighborhood,  and,  as  the  assailant 
btruck  at  him,  he  dodged  round  and  round  the  large 
man,  until  the  large  man  happening  to  receive  a  blow, 
the  laige  man  took  up  the  light,  and  the  little  man 
left  Ihem  to  light  it  out.  So  m  this  battle  with  his 
Iriend  Irom  New  York,  he  (.Mr.  H.)  meant  to  jump 
behind  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
and  he  would  warn  his  friend  from  New  York  that, 
if  perchance  he  should  hit  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Alassachusetts,  he  would  get  a  blow  in  return 
V*  Inch  would  floor  him;  for  that  venerable  gentleman 
seldom  failed  to  give  blow  for  blow,  and  generally 
hit  the  hardest. 

One  of  the  most  objectionable  features  of  this  bill 
was  that  of  the  specihc  duty  and  the  minimum  prin- 
ciple. He  would  sub. nit  to  the  commitlee  the  opin- 
ion of  the  veijcruble  genlleuian  from  MassaehuseUs 
on  this  suliject,  whose  opinions  were  very  delibe- 
rately formed,  and  expressed,  and  communicated  to 
this  hojse  sunic  ten  years  ago,  as  chairman  of  the 
cuiiiiiiitLee  on  manufactures,  in  which  opinion  Mr. 
11.  did  not  believe  the  genlleinaii  had  changed  lo 
this  day,  because  lie  was  not  conscious,  since  he  had 
been  in  the  liui^se,  that  the  gentleman  had  changed 
one  opinion.     He  therefore  would  quote  from  a  re- 


port made  by  the  gentleman,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  in  1832,  which  might  be 
found  in  the  "reports  of  committees,"  1st  session, 
26'.h  congress,  volume  5.  Before  he  proceeded  to 
read  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  venerable  gentle- 
man on  the  subject  of  minimum  and  specific  duties, 
he  would  remark  to  the  committee  that  the  same 
reasons  given  as  objections  to  the  minimum  duties, 
would,  at  least  a  portion  of  them,  apply  equally  as 
strongly  to  specific  duties.  Whenever  the  quality 
of  the  articles  varied,  then  the  objection  to  specific 
duties,  which  made  no  discrimination  between  the 
low  and  high  priced  quality,  would  equally  apply: 
and  this  bill,  as  well  as  the  bill  from  the  committee 
on  manufactures,  and  the  bill  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  were  made  up,  in  most  cases,  of  specific 
and  minimum  duties. 

On  that  subject  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
iMassachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  used  language  that  he 
would  now  quote,  and  he  did  it  that  it  should  not  be 
said  that  these  were  theories  of  southern  rtien,  and 
got  up  for  efl'ect.  He  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  it  came  from  a  quarter  where  no  undue  bias 
could  be  charged,  although  it  would  have  been  much 
more  gratefully  received  by  some  gentlemen  if  its 
learning  had  been  the  other  way.  The  gentleman's 
report  proceeded  as  follows: 

"The  committee,  after  a  full  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  arguments  submitted  to  them  by 
several  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  manufacturers, 
concur  with  the  secretary  in  the  opinion  that  the 
system  of  graduated  miiiimums  upon  the  manufac- 
tures of  woollens  ought  to  be  abolished.  This  sys- 
tem appears  to  a  majority  of  the  committee  to  con- 
stitute the  greatest  and  most  reasonable  objection  of  the 
south  against  the  existing  tariff.  It  must  operate 
necessarily  in  one  of  two  ways:  either  as  a  prohibi- 
tion upon  the  import  of  all  the  articles  included  be- 
tween the  rates  of  the  respective  minimums,  or  by 
levying  a  duty  on  the  articles  of  intermediate  value 
far  higher  than  that  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the 
law,  and  thereby  effecting  an  artificial  inequality  be- 
tween the  burdens  imposed  on  articles  of  the  same 
kind  and  the  same  value,  and  an  equality  of  burden 
alike  unnatural  upon  articles  of  difl'erenl  value,  but 
of  the  same  kind." 

Thus,  continued  Mr.  H.,  was  an  objection  present- 
ed to  the  minimums,  that  Ihey  made  the  coarser  and 
cheaper  article  pay  a  higher  duty,  while  Ihey  made 
the  dearer  and  more  costly  article  to  pay  a  less  duty. 
And  on  this  subject  he  would  refer  to  the  remark  of 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  (Mr.  Fillmore,)  who  stated  (and  Mr.  H. 
did  not  know  that  the  gentleman  referred  to  him,) 
that  there  had  been  deinagoguing  on  the  subject  of 
making  the  poor  pay  a  higher  tax  than  the  rich  paid. 
If  they  were  now  demagoguing  the  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  was  demagoguing  too; 
and  he  had  never  been  charged  with  that,  so  far  as 
Mr.  H.  knew. 

Mr.  Fillmore  (Mr.  H.  yielding  the  floor  for  ex- 
planation) said  he  had  no  recollection  of  making  use 
of  the  word  demagoguing  or  demagogue.  He  had 
stated  that  he  believed,  for  popular  effect,  it  had 
been  somelimes  said  that  they  were  imposing  a  duty 
on  the  lower  classes;  but  he  meant  no  reference  to 
the  gentleman  or  to  any  particular  person. 

Mr.  Habersham  acquitted  the  honorable  gentle- 
man of  any  personal  reference  to  him,  or  of  dema- 
goguing. He  would  do  the  gentleman  the  justice  to 
say  that,  in  the  Intelligencer,  his  remarks  were  re- 
ported in  milder  language  than  he  had  used;  but,  he 
repeated,  if  they  in  now  maintaining  this  doctrine, 
were  demagoguing,  then  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  been  demagoguing  also.  The  gentle- 
man in  his  report,  referring  to  the  minimun^  princi- 
ple itself,  says:  "/i  appears  to  be  impossible  that  the 
practical  operation  of  suck  a  stjstem  should  not  be  unjust; 
and  it  contains  untkin  itself  the  seeds  of  those  frauds 
upon  the  revenue  of  which  there  have  been  such 
heavy  complaiiiLs  on  the  part  of  the  American  manu- 
factures." 

Now,  what  was  the  fact  In  relation  to  that'  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  the 
chairman  of  commitlee  on  manufartuies,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  mainlained  ground  direct- 
ly opposite  lo  this  report,  and,  Mr.  H.  supposed, 
there  would  bo  by  a  host  of  others  who  might  be 
discriminaled  in  the  way  of  the  very  nice  discrimi- 
nation Virgil  made  in  hisYEneiad,  where,  after  de- 
scribing one  or  two  distinguished  individuals,  he 
made  this  delicate  discrimination  between  two 
otheis: 

"Fortem  GyganI  Fortem  Cloanthum!" 

Mr.  H.  could  make  no  other  distinction  between 
those  who  were  likely  lo  follow  in  this  case,  but  that 
m;ide  by  Virgil,  'Fortem  Gygan!  Fortem  Uloaiithuni!' 
Here  was  the  allegation  by  llie  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sacluiseUs,  that  this  very  minimum  principle  con- 
tained wilhin  itself  the  seeds  of  the  frauds  commit- 


ted on  the  revenue,  and  yet  they  were  called  on  by 
these  gentlemen  to  adopt  these  very  mi'iimum?  and 
specific  duties  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  frauds 
on  the  revenue,  and  they  were  told  thai  this  was  the 
only  mode  in  which  they  could  be  remedied'  The 
venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  them 
that  the  mininium  principle  contained  within  itself 
the  seeds  of  fraud,  and  the  honorable  chairmen  of 
two  committees,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
were  endeavoring  to  unfold  these  seeds  to  full  life, 
and  to  cover  the  custom-house  with  frauds  under  the 
guise  of  preventing  them.  He  told  the  gentlemen- 
the  truth,  whether  they  knew  it  or  not,  and  whether 
they  were  actuated  by  that  motive  or  not — that  the 
object  of  these  miiumums  n-as  not  to  prevent  frauds,  but 
the  object  was  to  afford  a  disguised  protection  to  mnnufac- 
tures.  For  instance,  under  this  system,  a  yard  of 
cotton  cloth  costing  six  cents  would  be  rated  as  worth 
twenty  cents  and  pay  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  on  twenty  cents,  which  would  subject  it  to 
a  duty  of  100  per  cent.  That  was  one  instance,  and 
there  were  a  hundred  in  the  bill,  in  which  the  real 
duty  was  disguised  in  like  manner,  and  where  the 
lower  article  was  charged  with  a  duty  of  lUO  per 
cent.,  while  the  higher  quality  was  even  brought 
down  to  30  per  cent.  He  asked  if  this  violation  of 
all  rules  of  just  governments  would  be  made  if  it 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a  particular 
interest;  for  it  was  well  known  that  the  manufac- 
tures of  all  the  lower  articles  in  this  country  requir- 
ed higher  protection  than  those  of  the  finer  articles. 
I  The  honorable  gentleman  from  .Massachusetts, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  (Mr. 
Adams,)  proceeded  to  say: 
1  "For  these  frauds,  the  articles  of  manufactured 
woollen  of  cost  nearly  intermediaie  between  two 
successive  minimums,  afford  opportunities  and  temp- 
tations, which  neither  the  rigor  of  legislation  nor  the 
1  vigilance  of  the  executive  can  prevent." 
I  Could  language  (continued  Mr.  H.)  be  stronger.' 
\  These  minimums  afford  opportunities  and  tempta- 
tions to  fraud  so  strong  that  neither  the  "ligilance  of 
execution  nor  the  rigor  of  legislation  could  prevent 
!  them.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  further 
said,  that  "this  system  must  operate  either  as  an  ex- 
clusion or  deception."  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  and  the  other  gentlemen 
might  take  their  choice  between  the  two.  These 
observations  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts must  have  been  very  "persuasive"  not 
only  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  but  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  manufactures. 
They  must  have  been  very  persuasive  lo  convince 
them  that  minimum  and  specific  duties  would  pre- 
vent frauds  on  the  revenue.  But  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  told  them 
that  this  bill  was  calculated  only  for  revenue.  The 
gentleman  might  take  his  choice  whether  it  was  cal- 
culated4'or  exclusion  or  to  cheat  the  good  people; 
for  on  one  or  the  other,  or  both  Mr.  H.  apprehend- 
ed, there  would  be  intelligence  enough  among  the 
people  lo  fix  it. 

Was  this  a  representative  government,  a  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  where  the  law  was  so  framed  as 
to  cheat  the  people.' and  was  he  ivho  rose  on  this  floor 
and  pointed  out  to  the  people  the  cheat,  to  be  de- 
nounced as  a  demagogue,  a  seeker  of  popular  favor? 
He  asked  if  such  denunciations,  either  here  or  else- 
where, could  or  ought  to  have  any  cfleel  abroad  but 
to  bring  discredit  on  those  who  made  them?  He  ask- 
ed tlic  committee,  then,  whether  they  had  not  good, 
and  certainly  impartial,  authority,  founded  on  every 
opportunity  for  experience,  for  saying  that  this  bill, 
so  far  as  minimum  and  specific  duties  were  concern- 
ed, was  calculated,  first,  to  prevent  revenue  by  ex- 
cluding foreign  importations,  second,  to  deceive  the 
people,  and  third,  through  that  deception,  to  make 
the  man  who  used  the  coarsest  articles  of  manufac- 
ture pay  a  much  higher  tax  than  he  who  used  the 
fine  articles? 

.\s  Mr.  H.  had  mentioned  before,  the  remarks  in 
the  report  of  the  gentleman  were  as  applicable  to 
specific  duties  as  to  minimums.  He  would  cite  as 
evidence  the  specific  duly  on  sugar.  There  was  no 
discrimination  in  this  article  between  the  higher  and 
lower  quality;  they  both  paid  the  same  duly.  He 
would  also  mention  as  evidence  the  article  ol  llannct, 
of  which  the  very  coarsest  was  suhjecl  to  a  duty  of 
KlU  per  cent,  while  the  finest  paid  perhaps  only  30 
percent.  He  would  also  refer  lo  the  article  of  car- 
peting: a  carpet  which  cost  comparalively  •nothing 
was  subject  to  a  greater  taxation  in  proponion  to  its 
cost  than  the  rich  Turkey  or  ingrain  carpelings  which 
were  found  on  the  floor  of  the  owners  of  the  manu- 
factories. 

Before  he  parted  Avilh  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  around  and  beliind  whom,  as  he 
fiad  stated,  lie  had  taken  shelter,  and  behind  whom 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  must  attack  him,  If 
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he  attacked  him  at  all,  Mr.  H.  begged  leave  to  refer 
to  another  opinion,  or  rather  a  solemn  advice  to  this 
house  and  this  congress.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says: 

"If  it  be  admitted  that  the  operation  of  this  system 
of  taxation  is  unequal  upon  the  diflerent  sections  of 
the  union,  that  it  favors  one  portion  of  our  common 
country  while  it  acts  oppressively  upon  another,  that 
alone,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  a  conclusive 
reason  for  abandoning  the  system,  or  for  so  modifying 
it  as  to  remove  the  inequality,  (To-flijisf  iclticki^emon- 
strances  so  earnest  kavc  been  »mt/?." 

That  was  a  sentence  which  ought  to  be  attached 
to  the  farewell  address  of  Washington. 

The  people  of  the  south  (continued  Mr.  H.)  had 
sent  up  to  this  hall  no  remonstrances.  They  had  sent 
up  here  no  resolutions  of  public  meetings,  no  resolu- 
tions of  conventions  of  planters  or  mechanics,  but 
they  relied  on  their  own  representation  in  this  hall 
to  make  Ihese  statements  for  them,  and  they  disdain- 
ed to  come  here  complaining,  knowing  that  their  re- 
presentatives, at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions,  would 
represent  their  real  complaints.  He  said  to  this 
committee  thaf  if,  in  the  bills  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  from  the  comcnitteeof  ways  and  means, 
or  even  from  the  committee  on  manufactures,  if  they 
considered  the  difference  between  the  prices  of  most 
manufactured  goods  now  in  England  and  the  prices 
when  the  acts  of  18:28  or  of  1832  passed,  the  duties 
proposed  were,  in  many  cases,  equally  as  high  as  the 
duties  by  those  bills,  in  reference  to  the  prices  of  the 
times.  In  this  view  of  the  matter  he  asked  this  com- 
mittee if— he  would  not  say  the  south,  he  would  not 
confine  it  to  the  south,  but  would  go  over  the  broad 
face  of  this  land  and  say  the  consumer — if  that  por- 
tion of  the  consumers  who,  at  that  day,  were  so  ex- 
cited by  the  injustice  of  these  acts— he  asked  if  the 
consumers  of  every  section  of  this  country,  who, 
when  their  rights  were  invaded,  always  displayed  a 
spirit  of  resistance,  understanding  that  the  same  rate 
of  duty  against  which  they  complained,  and  against 
whicii  they  almost  raised  the  standard  of  opposition, 
■was  again  to  be  imposed  on  them  in  the  midst  of  their 
present  distress,  in  which  men  had  put  the  law  at  de- 
fiance for  the  purpose  of  preserving  their  property 
from  sacrifice  by  the  sheriff,  would  not  again  be  in- 
fluenced in  the  same  manner?  If  an  opposition  pre- 
sented itself  then,  was  it  not  fearfully  true  that  an 
■  excitement  might  be  raised  among  these  consumers 
when  they  came  to  understand  that  the  bill  was 
cheating  and  deceiving  them,  and  that  it  was  oppres- 
sive, and  they  be  brought  to  rise,  if  not  in  opposition 
to  the  laws  of  the  union,  in  opposition  to  those  who 
enacted  those  laws? 

Mr.  H.  had  read  from  the  message  and  report  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  would  now 
turn  to  the  opinions  of  an  eminent  and  leadingstates- 
man  in  England  who  had  advanced  the  idea  that  it 
was  policy  to  distribute  taxation  as  equally  among  all 
as  possible,  so  that  while  modei'ate  incidental  protec- 
tion was  granted  to  every  particular  department  of 
industry,  none  should  receive  a  special  and  peculiar 
protection  above  the  rest.  If  gentlemen  would  turn 
to  the  speech  of  sir  Robert  Peel  they  would  find  that 
he  said  in  substance  that  the  system  of  laying  duties 
for  the  protection  of  one  class  of  labor  was  destruc- 
tive and  oppressive  to  all,  and  he  had  therefore  pro- 
posed a  reduction  of  all  duties,  and  said  the  highest 
duty  that  should  be  imposed  on  manufactured  arti- 
cles was  20  per  cent.  And  yet  they  were  told  that 
the  allowance  of  25  per  cent,  by  the  bill  which  he 
(Mr.  H).  had  proposed  was  insisting  on  the  free  trade 
principle.  The  free  trade  principle!  Who  talked 
of  or  advocated  free  trade  on  this  Hoor?  Was  an  im- 
position of  25  per  cent,  duty,  together  with  the  pro- 
tection of  the  cost  of  bringing  the  manufactures  to 
this  country,  the  cost  of  freight,  of  insurance,  and 
other  expenses,  amounting  to  3  or  4  per  cent,  more, 
a  free  traile  system?  He  appealed  to  any  gentleman 
on  this  floor  if  he  could  call  it  so?  He  agreed  with 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  that  free  trade,  however  desirable  it  might 
be,  was  impracticable.  But  he  appealed  to  the  com- 
mittee if  that  was  free  trade  which  imposed  some- 
thing like  28  per  cent,  duty  on  the  foreign  cost,  and 
if  in  ottering  to  impose  an  ad  valorem  duty  equivalent 
to  from  25  to  28  per  cent,  on  the  average  cost,  they 
showed  any  desire  to  introduce  into  the  country  an 
excise  duty  or  direct  taxation?  That  had  been  charg- 
ed on  them,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
■ways  and  means  had  occupied  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  speech  in  denouncing  free  trade  and  direct  tax- 
ation, when  nobody  dreamed  of  it,  and  when  those 
whose  opinions  he  was  denouncing  were  recommend- 
ing a  system  of  equalization  of  duties  which  he  (Mr 
H.)  solemnly  believed  would  produce  more  revenue 
than  the  system  of  the  gentleman.  It  was  not  exact- 
ly fair  in  liis  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  he  was  sure 


aware  that  they  would  havi  been  confined  to  one 
hour,  and  that  he  would  not  have  attempted  to  make 
them  occupy  that  hour  in  fighting  shadows  instead  of 
the  substance. 

Mr.  H.  (after  a  momentary  pause),  said  he  was  in- 
formed that  it  wanted  some  fifteen  or  twenty  mi- 
nutes of  the  expiration  of  his  hour,  and  he  would 
continue  his  remarks.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  this 
speech,  after  saying  that  he  had  two  reasons  for  the 
general  reduction  of  duties,  said  that  it  was  wonder- 
ful, the  moment  they  attempted  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  any  particular  article,  to  see  how  the  manufac- 
turer and  producer  then — how  every  little  interest 
came  forward  and  said,  "You  may  make  any  altera- 
tion you  think  proper,  but  do  not  touch  this  particu- 
lar article  or  you  will  ruin  us — you  will  ruin  the 
whole  country."  They  had  something  of  this  be- 
fore the  committee  on  manufactures.  The  different 
interests  said  "0,do  not  touch  us;  you  will  ruin  us; 
you  will  stop  our  work;  you  will  ruin  the  country." 
They  sometimes  intended  to  stop  it,  or  to  do  half 
work,  as  he  believed,  to  induce  the  country  to  be- 
lieve that  the.  duties  were  so  low  that  they  could  not 
go  on  without  further  protection.  From  this  charg-e 
he  exempts  an  excellent  friend  of  his  in  Baltimore. 
But  Mr.  H.  could  see  no  reason  why,  if  combina- 
tions were  formed  among  the  English  manufacturers 
to  reduce  prices  for  a  limited  time,  to  effect  some 
important  end  by  which  prices  were  ultimately  to  be 
increased,  like  combinations  could  not  be  formed 
here  to  go  to  half  work,  or  even  for  a  short  time  to 
suspend  work  altogether,  to  deceive  us  into  a  belief 
that  higher  protection  was  necessary,  or  to  raise  a 
clamor,  by  discharging  the  workmen,  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject. Nor  could  he  see  any  reason  why,  in  like 
manner,  manufacturers  at  the  north  might  not  for  a 
time  pour  their  manufactures  into  the  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia  market  to  break  down  his 
respectable  friend  in  Baltimore  and  other  manufac- 
turers to  the  south  of  the  Delaware. 

In  explaining  his  new  revenue  bill  Sir  Robert 
Peel  says: 

"We  propose,  generally  speaking,  to  apply  an 
amount  of  duty  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent,  to 
articles  of  foreign  manufacture.  There  may  be  par- 
ticular exceptions,  but  the  general  rule  is,  that  twen- 
ty per  centum  shall  be  the  viaxhniiiti  of  duties  im- 
posed on  foreign  manufactures.  It  is  said  by  taking 
a  contrary  course  we  are  subjecting  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country  to  a  competition  with  the  ma- 
nufactures of  foreign  countries,  where  labor  can  be 
had  on  much  more  reasonable  terms;  therefore,  our 
proposal  is  unjust  to  the  English  manufacturer.  Now 
1  wish  to  consider  fairly  the  force  of  this  objection. 
My  answer  to  it  is,  that  we  have  reduced  in  a  very 
material  degree  the  prices  of  the  necessariesof  life." 
After  stating  the  reduction  on  the  price  of  foreign 
corn,  meats,  and  other  articles,  he  says: 

"I  will  now  take  the  article  of  fish.  An  invi- 
dious distinction  has  hitherto  been  made  in  respect 
to  duties  imposed  on  foreign  fish;  showing  that  those 
fish  which  formed  an  arlicleof  consumption  with  the 
rick  were  admitted,  but  that  fish  consumed  by  the 
poor  were  prohibited.  I  will  take  a  fish  in  which 
the  poor  are  most  interested — I  mean  herrings.  At 
present  all  foreign  cured  fish  are  prohibited.  We 
propose  that  foreign  cured  fish  shall  be  imported  at 
a  duty  of  two  shillings  per  cwt.  I  will  read  a  state- 
ment which  has  been  made  to  me  in  a  letter  from 
Scotland  with  respect  to  herrings: 

"Norway  (the  writer  says)  prepares  about  as  ma- 
ny herrings  as  we  do.  Tliey  go  to  the  Baltic,  and 
the  herrings  cost  them  there  about  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  per 
barrel;  ours  cost  us  from  I8s.  to  20s.  per  barrel.  I 
presume  the  Norwegian  herrings  may  be  landed  in 
Ireland  at  lis.  to  12s.  per  barrel,  while  ours  cannot 
be  taken  there  for  less  than  20s.  to  22s.  per  barrel.  I 
am  a  free  trader  in  every  other  respect,  but  with  re- 
spect to  herrings,  J  cauticni  you  against  applyii^  the  ge- 
neral rule  to  them.     [Much  laughter.] 

"I  give  you  the  above,  says  Sir  Robert,  as  a  sam- 
ple of  the  general  postscript  which  is  attached  to 
every  communication  her  majnsty's  government  have 
received  respecting  every  article  in  the  tariff." 

And,  said  Mr.  U.,  it  is  a  pretty  fair  sample  of  the 
statements  submitted  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures. 

"Now,"  said  Sir  Robert,  "I  do  not  share  in  the 
apprehension  entertained  by  this  doubting  corres- 
pondent, and  1  cannot  help  appealing  to  him,  thai 
unless  he  can  convince  me  that  I  shall  be  doing  an 
injury  to  the  worki.ig  classes  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
by  enabling  tliem  to  obtain  herrings  for  IDs.  a  bar- 
rel for  which  they  are  at  present  paying  20s.,  1  do 
not  quite  agree  that  I  am  absolutely  wrong  in  the 
change  I  propose.  But  ray  wish  is  to  encourage  the 
native  fishermen." 

Here  (continued  Mr.  H.)  was  the  true  principle. 
Let  them  reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  wool  and  more 


(he  gentleman  would  not  have  done  it  had  he  been  |  would  be  imported,  and  we  would  derive  more  re- 


venue from  it,  and  domestic  manufacturers  would  be 
enabled  to  manufacture  cheaper.  But  the  moment 
they  talked  about  a  reduction  of  duty  on  wool  all  the 
manufacturers  cried  out  at  once,  "dont  touch  wool, 
for  if  you  do  you  will  ruin  the  whole  country  and 
break  us  down."  So  take  the  raw  material  of  any 
other  manufacture  and  they  produce  the  same  effect 
by  reducing  the  duty;  they  in  (hat  way  indirectly  af- 
forded aid  to  our  manufacturers  to  enable  them  to 
compete  with  the  foreign  manufacturer. 

Mr.  H.  had  but  little  time  to  spare.  He  had  mere- 
ly referred  to  this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what 
wise  men,  experienced  practical  statesmen,  thought 
on  this  subject.  Here  was  a  most  interesting  docu- 
ment from  the  commissioners  in  England  in  relation 
to  the  improvements  made  in  machinery,  containing 
a  mass  of  information,  which  would  be  valuable  to 
our  manufacturers  any  where.  He  had  not  time  to 
refer  to  it  at  much  length;  he  would,  however,  did 
the  lime  last,  read  one  passage. 

The  contest  was  not  between  the  foreign  and  do- 
mestic laborers,  but  between  machinery  and  the  la- 
borer, as  per  extract  from  the  report  of  the  inspec- 
tors of  factories  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1841,  made  to  parliament. 

"I  have  learned  that  in  one  mill  the  same  number 
of  spindles  which  produced  12,100  pounds  of  cotton 
in  1834,  produced  13,300  pounds  cotton  in  1811,  and 
that  one  dra'.vin:;  frame  attended  by  one  person  pro- 
duced in  1841  2,700  pounds  weekly,  while  two  draw- 
ing frames  attended  by  six  persons  produced  900 
pounds  weekly  in  1831." 

Again:  They  give  another  instance  of  the  means 
and  extent  by  which  manual  labor  has  been  super- 
ceded by  machinery: 

"In  every  part  of  the  cotton-mill  the  object  of  sub- 
stituting machinery  for  mauual  labor  has  been  car- 
ried, more  or  less,  into  efi'ect,  but  in  no  department 
so  conspicuously  as  in  one  of  the  last  processes,  by 
spinning  the  yarn  on  mules,  which  is  performed  by  the 
most  skilled,  and  therefore  the  holiest  paid  class  of 
icorA^frs  in  the  mill.  This  change  has  been  brought 
about  in  various  ways;  by  lengthening  the  mules  or 
carriages,  so  as  to  make  them  carry  a  greater  num- 
ber of  spindles;  by  making  one.  man  work /oitr  in- 
stead of  two  of  these  carriages  by  a  process  techni- 
cally called  'double  decking;'  and  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  self  acting  mules.  This  last  change  is  going 
on  at  a  very  rapid  rate,  chiefly  by  an  invention  of 
.Mr.  James  Smith,  ofDeanston,  by  which  hand  mules 
can  be  converted  into  self-actors,  by  a  much  smaller 
outlay  of  capital  than  is  necessary  when  the  self- 
acting  mule  is  entirely  new.  1  shall  give  (says  Mr. 
Horner)  some  instances  of  these  alterations.  He 
then  gives  the  particulars  of  alterations  made  in  a 
mill  in  Manchester,  by  which  one  man  now,  in  1841, 
works  2,592  spindles,  which  in  1829  were  worked  by 
four  men.  He  then  gives  other  instances,  among 
which  is  one  of  a  mill  in  Bolton,  where,  by  increas- 
ing the  length  of  the  mule,  they  in  1841  employ  only 
26  spinners  to  do  the  same  work  which  employed  35 
in  1837.  He  gives  several  other  examples,  to  only 
one  of  which  1  refer.  Jn  a  mill  in  Manchester,  en- 
gaged in  spinning  only,  they  have  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  persons  employed  from  330  to  258,  thus  sav- 
ing the  wages  of  73  persons,  without  diminishing 
the  quantity  of  work  turned  oH'.'' 

Mr.  H.  read  this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that, 
workmen  who  are  employed  in  the  manufactories 
themselves  that  they  who  were  objecting  to  these 
high  duties,  or  who,  by  the  low  rate  of  duty,  were  to 
turn  them  out  of  employment,  were  not  their  ene- 
mies, but  that  the  improvements  in  machinery  were 
so  great,  and  would  continue  to  increase  to  such  aa 
extent,  that,  as  it  was  said,  machinery  would  at  last 
do  the  whole  work  itself,  so  as  to  require  the  labor  of 
no  individual;  the  operatives,  or,  as  they  were  call- 
ed in  this  country,  the  honest  l.iborers  in  manufac- 
tories, were  to  be  forced  out  of  employment  by  ma- 
chinery, and  driven  to  new  lands  and  to  turn  agricul- 
turists. This  was  to  be  the  effect.  But  machinery 
did  not  only  operate  to  diminish  the  amount  of  hu- 
man labor  in  manufactures,  but  aided  by  high  pro- 
tec'.ion  must  necessarily  operate  to  create  a  compe- 
tition in  the  whole  domestic  market  ruinous  to  all 
parties,  in  which  the  \veaker  would  be  broken  down 
by  the  stronger,  and  the  whole  manufactures  and 
trade  of  the  country  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  few  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  them. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  low  price  of  cotton  would 
force  the  people  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  to 
divide  their  labor,  and  throw  a  portion  of  it  intoother 
employment  than  the  raising  of  cotton.  The  lands 
of  those  states  could  not  compete  with  the  more  pro- 
ductive lands  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  Arkansas.  Lands  which  yielded  only  1,000  lbs. 
or  1,200  lbs.  to  the  acre  could  not  compete  with 
lands  and  a  climate  which  yielded  from  1, BOO  lbs.  to 
2,000  lbs.  with  the  same  amount  of  labor.  In  those 
two  stales  there   roust  of  necessity  be  a  division  of 
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labor,  and  a  portion  of  it  must  be  turned  to  raising 
Ihcir  own  bread,  hogs,  and  horses,  and  lo  the  manu- 
facturing of  the  coarser  quality  of  cloth,  and  to  that 
of  iron  and  other  articles  of  primatiy  necessity.  As 
the  extensive  and  rich  regions  of  Texas  were  open- 
ed for  the  culture  of  cotton,  other  southern  and 
southwestern  portions  of  the  tlie  union  would  be 
placed  in  a  like  situation  with  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia;  and  in  that  event  what  would  become  of 
the  market  for  the  wheat,  the  hogs,  and  the  horses  of 
the  western  states,  and  what  would  become  of  the 
market  for  the   manufactures  of  the  north  and  east? 

There  is  no  foreign  market  for  either,  nor  can 
there  be  found  a  market  abroad  for  the  domestic 
manufactures,  unless  the  domestic  prices  are  so  re- 
duced as  to  enter  into  competition  with  the  foreign 
manufactures  in  the  foreign  market.  If  the  north- 
ern manufacturers  w^ould  take  the  advice  of  a  friend, 
they  would  at  once  endeavor  to  prepare  for  this  loss 
of  the  southern  market.  They  would  reduce  the 
duty  on  foreign  wool  and  other  foreign  raw  mate- 
rials so  as  to  procure  the  raw  material  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  reduce  their  prices  on 
manufactures,  and  bring  them  down  to  a  fair  work- 
ing profit.  They  ought  to  do  this  to  prepare  gra- 
dually to  meet  the  ruin  which  must  otherwise  result 
from  the  increase  of  the  domestic  competition.  It 
is  know  to  all,  from  Georgia,  North  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, Tennessee,  and  Alabama  that  manufactories 
arc  beginning  to  multiply  in  those  states.  It  is  a 
duty  which  tlie  people  of  those  states  owe  to  them- 
selves, at  the  present  low  prices  of  cotton  and  their 
other  productions,  to  raise  and  make  all  they  can 
within  themselves,  and  thus  to  divide  their  labor.  It 
is  wisdom  in  them  to  do  this.  If,  independently  of 
bringing  these  facts  to  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mittee and  to  the  people  of  the  north,  he  had  had 
another  motive,  it  was  to  urge  upon  his  people  the 
necessity  of  a  division  of  their  labor,  so  as  to  sup- 
ply their  own  wants  within  themselves.  If  this  is 
done  now,  they  may  be  saved  from  that  impoverish- 
ment, and  perhaps  ruin,  which  is  inevitable  if  they 
continue  to  act  upon  the  present  principle  of  employ- 
ing all  their  labor  in  the  production  of  cotton  and  of 
buying  from  abroad  all  the  common  necessaries  of 
life.  He  most  fervently  prayed  them  to  make  this 
change  as  soon  as  possible;  it  was  the  only  way  to 
save  their  slate  from  ruin. 

[Here  the  speaker's  hammer  fell,  Mr.  H's  hour 
having  expired.] 


TWENTY-SEVENTH   COPIgRESS, 


SECOND  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  16.  Mr.  Buc/iaiiaii  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  commissioners  of  tlie  Northern  Liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  marine 
rail  way.  Mr.  B.  remarked  that  the  Philadelphia 
navy  yard  had  been  much  neglected  of  late  years,  a 
port  whose  waters  were  much  freer  from  the  worms 
so  destructive  in  the  .southern  waters,  where  con- 
struction was  cheap,  and  vi'here  the  proper  skill  of 
architects  was  acknowledged. 

The  provisional  tariff  bill  from  the  house  to  ex- 
tend for  a  limited  period  the  present  laws  for  laying 
and  collecting  duties  on  imports  was  taken  up  and 
read. 

Mr.  Ecans  moved  its  second  reading.  Mr.  Sevier 
objected.  Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  vote  against 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape  and  should  vote  to  refer 
it  to  the  conimitlee  on  finance  to  give  lo  the  senate 
an  opportunity  to  strike  out  the  proviso.  Mr.  King 
would  oppose  the  countenancing  the  bill  for  a  single 
moment,  even  its  being  read  a  second  lime.  He 
thought  the  senate  owed  it  to  its  own  dignity  not  to 
order  it  to  a  second  reading,  as  it  was  a  direct  at- 
tempt to  violate  a  pledge  not  to  disturb  the  compro- 
mise act. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  its  being  read  a 
second  time  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  2C, 
nays  18. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts, 
Crittenden,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Manguin,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Preston,  Uives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridgc— 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilgox,  Williams, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Young     18. 

Mr.  Ei'diis  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the 
committee  on  finance.  Mr.  fiimmom  thought  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
which  committee  he  thought  would  be  able  to  show 
that  Ihcre  was  no  such  great  infraction  of  the  com- 
promise act  as  was  anticipated.  By  a  vote  of  2U  to 
14,  it  was  referred  to  the  comniiUee  on  /inanco. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up, 


the  question  pending  being  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
as  amended. 

Provided^  That  until  otherwise  ordered  by  con- 
gress, no  part  of  this  or  of  any  future  or  existing  ap- 
propriation shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
officers  in  the  navy  appointed  after  this  date  beyond 
the  number  of  each  grade  now  in  service. 

Mr.  Benton  addressed  the  senate  in  favor  of  reta 
ing  the  proviso.  He  said  that  in  the  last  twelve 
months,  3,000  men  had  been  added  without  any  re- 
ference to  congress  whatever.  The  proviso  sought 
only  to  keep  the  navy  what  it  was  in  1841,  and  what 
it  should  be  in  1843.  Mr.  B.  detailed  the  various 
attempts  that  had  been  made  to  put  the  navy  on  a 
peace  establishment,  but  which  had  failed  because 
the  scale  on  which  it  was  sought  to  place  it,  was 
considered  too  extensive.  He  also  alluded  to  the 
pledges  given  by  the  whigs  to  retrench  and  reform, 
in  which  the  opposition  stood  pledged  to  aid  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
proviso,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  at  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Tallmadge,  Woodbridge — 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Crafts,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Sevier,  Smith, of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 22. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  $35,300 
for  improvement  and  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Pensacola  and  for  a  naval  constructor,  and  insert 
$33,800,  which  would  be  the  amount  after  deducting 
the  salary  for  naval  constructor. 

Mr.  BaiTmv  moved  lo  amend  that  amendment  by 
inserting  §100,000,  and  advocated  the  amendment  in 
a  speech  of  very  considerable  length.  He  said  that 
from  1825  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  17  years, 
only  §554,000  had  been  appropriated  for  the  Pensa- 
cola navy  yard,  while  millions  had  been  appropriat- 
ed for  others.  He  was  in  favor  of  appropriations 
for  others,  but  not  in  favor  of  neglecting  the  southern 
coast. 

Mr.  Conrad  advocated  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Evans  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  tend  to 
impede  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  was  all  im- 
portant. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  and  it  was  adopted  by  yeas  19,  nays 

After  discussing  subsequent  items  of  the  bill,  and 
appropriating  §20,000,  for  the  preservation,  arrange- 
ment, and  transportation  of  the  articles  brought  in  by 
the  exploring  expedition,  the  senate  adjourned. 

Jii.vE  17.  Mr.  ./2(fc)i submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  details  of  information  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment.    Objection  being  made  it  lies  over. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  resumed. 

The  amendment  pending  at  the  adjournment  last 
evening  was  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Evans  to  strike 
out  from  the  clause  relating  to  the  payment  of  of- 
ficers and  of  seamen,  §335,000  and  insert  §800,000. 

This  amendment  led  to  a  protracted  debate,  in 
whicli  Messrs.  IVitliams,  Evam,  IVoodhury,  Hunting- 
Inn,  Crittemkn,  Bachanan,  Bayard,  Archer,  Cuthbert, 
Benton,  and  others  participated;  when  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden, 
Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Phelps,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith, of  Ind.  Tall- 
madge, Woodbridge — 23. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 19. 

Mr.  JValkcr  Ihen  moved  the  following  amendment. 

"That  no  part  of  this  or  any  existing  appropriation 
shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  those  appointed  be- 
yond the  number  now  in  service." 

Mr.  W.  said  there  was  not  a  scn;itor  that  voted  for 
the  proviso  in  the  senate  who  did  not  admit  the  ne- 
cessity of  limiting  executive  discretion  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Critlejultn  ollered  the  following  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  IValker: 

Prni'ided,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  by  con- 
gress the  officers  ef  the  navy  shall  not  be  increased 
beyond  the  number  now  existing  in  their  respective 
grades,  nor  any  midshipman  be  appointed  beyond  the 
number  now  in  service. 

Mr.  Crittenden's  substitute  was  adopted  by  yeas  27, 
nays  17. 

Mr.  Sciwr  then  moved  to  add  after  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Crittenden,  "and  all  vacancies  of  midshipmen 
hall  bo  selected  from  states,  territories  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  which  at  the  time  have  not  their 
due  proportion  in  service,  having  regard  to  federal 


numbers,  provided   that  suitable  applications  Ha-v^ 
been  made. 

Mr.  Serif)-  said  all  the  midshipmen  have  been  ap- 
pointed from  Virginia  and  Maryland  and  this  Dis-  ■ 
trict,  which  had  more  than  one-half  of  all  the  num- 
ber in  service.  He  was  for  putting  a  stop  to  this. 
He  had  been  trying  to  have  a  midshipman  from  his 
stale,  but  without  success. 

This  led  to  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Linn,  Merrick, 
.Ircher,  and  others  participated:  when  the  question 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Buchanan  offered  an  amendment  appropriat- 
ing §20,000  for  the  marine  rail  way  or  floating  dock 
at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard.  Negatived  by  nays 
19  ayes  13. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate  and  the 
several  amendments  concurred  in,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned  at  about  five 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

June  18.  A  petition  was  presented  by  Mr.  Gra- 
ham from  James  Heron,  praying  an  extension  of  the 
time  of  his  patent  for  his  improvement  in  the  con- 
struction of  rail  ways,  to  30  instead  of  14  years. — 
Referred. 

The  provisional  tariff  bill  was  reported  back  to  the 
senate  without  amendment;  by  iMr.  Evans  from  the 
committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  E.  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  its  conside- 
ration on  Monday  next,  but  if  the  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  committee  urged  on  that  day  the  bill  to 
provide  further  remedial  justice  in  the  United  States 
courts,  he  should  not  press  its  consideration  before 
Tuesday.  Mr.  E.  also  reported  back  with  certain 
amendments  the  bill  from  the  house  making  appro- 
priations for  the  army  and  military  academy  for  1842. 
The  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for  satis- 
faction of  claims  arising  out  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  creek  was  then  prosecuted  and  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

June  20.  Mr.  .9Uen's  resolution  offered  a  few  days 
since,  calling  upon  thesecretary  of  the  treasury  tore- 
port  to  the  senate,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  amount 
of  the  public  debt  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  in- 
cluding the  outstanding  treasury  notes,  &,c.  was  taken 
up.  Mr.  Allen  explained  the  nature  of  the  resolution, 
and  asked  for  its  adoption  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Evans  objected.  He  believed  the  information 
called  for  was  in  a  great  measure  already  before  the 
senate;  and  did  not  think  it  necessary,  when  it  was 
suffiiciently  well  known  what  amount  of  treasury 
notes  was  outstanding,  to  answer  every  purpose,  to 
mpose  such  a  laborious  task  upon  the  department. 
Mr.  Allen  rejoined;  and  the  question  was  decided 
by  yeas  16;  nays  22.  So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  to  re- 
gulate arrests  on  mesne  process,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  to  take  up  bill  No.  256;  which 
provides  for  tlie  publication  of  an  account  of  the  dis- 
coveries made  by  the  exploring  expedition,  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant  Wilkes,  United  States  navy; 
and  the  senate  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  it. 

The  bill  was  then  discussed  and  amended  in  cora- 
mittee,  its  first  blank  being  filled  with  the  words  "the 
joint  committee  of  the  library;"  and  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  senate  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  claims  under  the  14th  and 
19th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek. 
The  bill  was  debated  until  a  late  hour,  and  was 
amended,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  Berrien  then  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  further 
to  extend  remedial  justice  iu  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

This  motion  led  to  a  long  debate,  after  which  the 
bill  was  taken  up  by  a  vote  of  20  to  17.  And  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 

June  21.  Mr.  Tallmntlge  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Bnfialo  county,  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
tective tarifi'and  of  the  exchequer  plan  of  the  senate 
committee. 

Mr.  Preston  from  the  military  committee  present- 
ed a  report  recommending  a  moderate  reduction  of 
the  army,  instead  of  the  reduction  in  the  house  army 
bill,  which  the  committee  of  finance  proposes  shall 
be  disagreed  to,  and  which  would  reduce  the  arnty 
from  1I,SU4  to  an  army  nominally  amounting  to 
7,329.  This  would  not  give  an  etl'ectivc  foree  ex- 
ccudirg  six  thousand  men.  The  committee  propose 
that  the  army  shall  be  reduced  to  8,8^4  men,  which 
would  reduce  the  expenses  very  materially.  The 
army  has  already  been  reduced  under  the  direction 
and  discretion  of  the  secretary  of  war,  so  that  there 
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Tias  been  a  saving  .pf  jJ39,400.  Mr.  Pfeston,  in  his 
report  furdi^r  5lalC5  tiut  the  r'r"po=r'd  r  dnr-tion  of 
the  armv  would  ai^ko  that  service  soialler  than  it 
■nas  in  1808. 

The  report  was  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  its  or- 
ganization. The  first  section  reduces  each  company 
to  64  men  exclusive  of  commissioned  oliicers;  the 
second  substitutes  ordinace  officers  in  place  of  super- 
intendents of  the  armories  at  Springfield  and  Har- 
per's Ferry;  the  third  substitutes  quartermasters  in 
place  of  the  commissary  of  purchases;  the  fourth 
abolishes  three  paymaster's  offices;  the  fifth  authorises 
a  superintendent  of  the  manufacture  of  cannon  at 
the  several  foimdaries  which  may  make  them  by 
contract;  the  sLslh  restricts  somewhat  the  extra  ra- 
tion of  commanders  of  separate  posts. 

The  report  and  bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  .llleit  asked  that  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  on  the  18th  April  last  in  relation  to  the  disturb- 
ances HI  Rhode  Island  be  taken  up.  By  yeas  21, 
nays  15,  it  was  taken  up  and  made  the  special  order 
of  next  Monday  week. 

The  bill  for  publishing  the  accrunt  of  the  explor- 
ing voyage  was  taken  up,  discussed  chiefly  in  relation 
to  the  propriety  of  involving  the  patent  office  in  any 
duties  connected  therewith,  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  farther  remedial  justice  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  }Vatke7-  replied  to  the  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 
Serrien  on  April  26th,  and  to  that  of  Mr.  Choate  of 
May  10th,  and  adduced  his  authorities  in  opposition 
to  its  constitutionality.  He  thouglit  the  bill  was  one 
of  the  most  important,  that  had  come  before  the  se- 
nate since  he  had  had  a  seat  there,  and  that  if  pass- 
ed, it  would  sweep  away  the  whole  criminal  juris- 
diction of  every  state  of  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  22.  Mr.  Buclmnan  presented  several  memo- 
rials in  favor  of  protection.  Also  a  memorial  signed 
by  citizens^  of  Pennsylvania,  who  propose  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  shall  issue  a  stock 
of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  for  the  benefit  of 
the  states,  the  stock  to  be  based  upon  the  sales  of  the 
public  domain;  the  general  government  to  receive 
the  land  revenues,  and  the  states  the  benefit  in  the 
form  of  stock.     Referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

Mr.  TaUmadge,  of  New  York,  presented  a  memo- 
rial praying  congress  not  to  allow  the  tariff  bill  to  be 
endangered  by  the  distribution  bill.  The  memorial- 
ists regard  the  revenue  bill  as  the  most  important  ob- 
ject. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up.  The 
bill  was  then  considered,  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  of  finance  that  the  provisos  of  the 
house  be  stricken  out. 

The  house  proviso  for  stopping  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, for  disbanding  the  dragoons,  and  for  reducing 
the  pay  of  staff  officers  to  the  pay  of  officers  of  the 
Jine  of  corresponding  rank  was  then  considered  and 
by  the  following  vote  was  struck  out. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Choate,  Conrad,  Crafts, 
Crittenden,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Linn,  Mangura,  Merrick,  More- 
head,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  TaU- 
madge, Walker,  Woodbridge — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  McRoberta,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright — 3. 

The  nest  amendment  of  the  house  proposed  "that 
hereafter  no  additional  rations  should  be  allowed  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  separate  posts."  This 
amendmant  or  proviso  was  also  struck  out. 

The  senate  then  voted  §30,000  extra  for  arsenals, 
the  house  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  §120,000. 

The  following  items  were  added  to  the  house  bill: 

For  expense  of  preparing  drawings  of  a  uniform 
system  of  artillery,  Jl,350. 

For  military  surveys  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tier, inland  and  Atlantic,  §15,000. 

For  arrearages  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic property  at  the  several  places  of  harbor  and  river 
improvement,  §15,000. 

Mr.  Preslon  proposed  that  of  the  appropriation  in 
the  bill  of  §360,000  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  if  he  thought  proper  so  to  do,  might 
expend  §60,000  for  purchasing  of  arms,  by  contract, 
making  of  experiments,  &.c.  Stc.  By  a  vote  of  21 
yeas,  16  nays,  this  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$100,000  for  removing  obstructions  from  the  Ohio 
and  JNlississippi  rivers,  and  after  being  advocated  by 
himself,  and  iMessrs.  ^'lllen  and  Li?in,  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berrien  §19,399  were  appropriat- 
ed to  defray  the  expenses  due  for  services  of  Georgia 
volunteers  in  defend  their  frontiers  from  Indian  de- 
predations. The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate, 
the  amendments  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  passed. 

After  some  time  passed  in  executive  business,  the 
senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thcbep.vt.  JrNE  !S.  A  resolution  heretofore  snb- 
mitlcd  by'Mr.  Stmfhi  from  the  comniiilee  on  puuiir 
CA^eoditures,  for  inquiring  into  the  expenditures 
made  in  satisfaction  of  the  bounty  land  claims  al- 
lowed by  the  state  of  Virginia,  was  taken  up,  and 
Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  addressed  the  house  in  rela- 
tion to  the  origin,  history,  and  nature  of  the  claim, 
until  he  was  interrupted  by  the  expiration  of  the 
allotted  hour. 

Mr.  Fillmore  arose  and  said  that  the  clerk  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  under  its  direction, 
had  prepared  a  tabular  statement  (arranged,  accord- 
ing to  the  sections  of  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion,) of  the  tariffs  of  this  country  for  1816,  1824, 
1828.  and  1832,  also  those  proposed  by  the  present 
bil',  by  the  bill  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
and  the  projected  bill  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, all  with  an  index.  He  moved  its  printing. 
The  usual  number  of  copies  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed.  He  then  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Habersham  suggested  his  apprehension  that 
there  was  an  omission  in  this  document  of  one  im- 
portant fact,  calculated  to  create  a  false  impression, 
in  the  case  of  the  minimum.  The  document  gave 
the  statement  as  given  in  the  bill,  but  it  did  not  car- 
ry out  what  was  the  per  centage  on  the  cost. 

Mr.  Fillmnre,  in  reply  to  the  objection,  remarked 
that  there  had  been  printed  with  the  bill  that  section 
of  the  bill  as  sent  in  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  as  amended  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  which  would  show  the  very  fact  which  the 
gentleman  desired  should  be  shown,  and  all  that 
could  be  shown,  without  going  into  an  estimate  cf 
the  foreign  cost  of  the  article  as  it  was  imported. 

The  motion  to  print — the  necessity  and  propriety 
thereof — were  discussed  by  Messrs.  Jl.  V.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  (in  opposition,)  and  by  iV.  C.  Johnson, 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  the  previous  question; 
but,  after  some  conversation,  withdrew  it,  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  ^Irnold,  who  said  he  desired  to  get  the  floor, 
not  to  make  a  speech,  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  remark  for  the  benefit,  and  to  refresh  the 
memory  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  A.  V.  Brown,)  who 
seemed  to  earnestly  oppose  the  printing  of  these  ta- 
bles, and  the  votes  upon  the  various  tariff  laws  which 
had  heretofore  been  passed  by  congress.  Mr.  A.  said 
he  wished  to  remind  his  colleague  of  some  things  in 
the  history  of  Tennessee,  which  he  feared  had.  by  tlie 
abrasions  of  time,  been  removed  from  his  (Mr.  B's) 
mind.  Mr.  A.  said  in  1823,  they  had  a  very  excit- 
ing contest  in  Tennessee  for  United  States  senator  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  service  of  the  late  Col.  John  Williams,  of 
Knoxville.  Col.  Williams  was  charged  with  being 
an  anti-tariff  man;  and  the  late  president  of  the  U. 
States,  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  was  brought  forward 
as  the  only  man  who  could  beat  him.  He  was 
brought  forward,  as  I  understood,  as  a  protective 
tariff  man.  After  a  severe  struggle,  Col.  Williams 
was  turned  out,  and  Gen.  Jackson  was  sent  here  in 
his  place.  If  I  mistake  not,  my  colleague  was  then 
a  member  of  the  Tennessee  legislature.  Mr.  A.  said 
if  he  was  mistaken  in  any  of  his  facts,  he  would 
thank  his  colleague  to  correct  him.  If  he  was  not 
misinformed,  his  colleague  in  that  contest  took  a 
very  active  part  in  turning  out  the  anti-tariff  senator 
and  putting  in  the  tariff  senator.  It  had,  Mr.  k.  said, 
been  a  good  while  since  he  had  examined  the  jour- 
nal of  the  senate;  but  he  had  had  occasion  once  to 
examine  it  closely  and  critically;  and,  if  his  memo- 
ry served  him,  the  tariff  bill  of  1824  was  passed  in 
the  senate  by  a  majority  of  only  four  votes.  Both 
votes  from  Tennessee  (Gen.  Jackson  and  Governor 
Eaton)  were  recorded  in  favor  of  that  bill.  [Here 
some  gentleman  said  Gen.  Jackson  was  in  favor  of 
a  judicious  tariff.]  Yes,  said  Mr.  A.,  and  he  (Gen. 
Jackson)  thought  the  tariff  of  1824  a  judicious  tariff; 
and  if  gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
Gen.  Jackson's  votes  on  the  various  propositions 
made  in  the  senate  during  the  progress  of  that  bill,  I 
think  he  in  every  instance  voted  with  the  friends  of 
protection  for  the  highest  rale  of  duty.  Mr.  A.  said 
every  instance  was  perhaps  too  broad — he  would  say 
nearly  every  instance.  He  at  this  time,  however, 
recollected  no  instance  in  which  Gen.  Jackson  had 
not  voted  with  the  friends  of  protection.  Mr.  A. 
said,  according  to  promise,  he  would  renew  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question.  The  printing  of  the 
extra  numbers  was  then  ordered  by  yeas  118,  nays 
86. 

The  consideration  of  the  apportionment  bill  as 
amended  by  the  senate  was  then  resumed. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  withdrew  his  motion  that  the 
house  adhere  to  its  vote  disagreeing  to  the  second 
amendment. 

Mr.  Mums  moved  that  the  house  insist  on  it«  tlisa 
greement  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate 


Mr.  G.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  house 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  yesterday  refu.sed  to 
rec'juc  fruin  ils  disagreeinent  to  the  amendments  of 
the  senate.  Ry  yeas  101,  nays  97,  the  reconsidera- 
tion was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred,  "will  the  house  re- 
cede from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
senate.'"  when  on  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

FRiD.ir,  June  17.  Mr.  Giriii  offered  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  asking  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  settle  claims  under  the  treaty 
of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek.  The  resolution  was  adopted. 

ftlr.  Bolts  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  president  of  the  United  States  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  fact  whether  J.  Washington  Tyson,  the 
commissary  general  of  the  United  States  at  Philadel- 
phia, is  now  in  office,  (having  been  rejected  by  the 
senate,) — If  so,  by  what  authority,  and  also  whether 
any  money  has  passed  through  his  hands  since  the 
senate  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination.  The  same 
information  is  asked  in  reference  to  Thomas  Clai- 
borne, marshal  of  the  middle  district  of  Tennessee, 
who  is  said  to  be  retained  in  office  notwithstanding 
his  rejection  in  March  last. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Bolts  moved  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  A 
vote  of  two-thirds  was  necessary  and  the  result  was 
a  vote  of  110  in  the  negative  to  62  in  the  affirmative. 
The  motion  of  course  was  lost. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  armed  occupation 
of  Florida  was  read  twice  and  referred. 

The  Virginia  bounty,  as  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour  of  yesterday  was  next  taken  up. 
Mr.  Goode,  of  Virginia,  had  yesterday  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Underwood  gave  a  detail  of  facts  in  relation  to 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Gjimer  followed  and  replied  to  Mr.  Hall  and 
said  that  all  that  was  asked  was  an  impartial  com- 
mittee and  a  thorough  investigation. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired  Mr.  C.J.  IngersoU 
reported  from  the  judiciary  committee  a  bill  refund- 
ing §1,000  fine  to  Gen.  Jackson.  It  was  twice  read 
and  committed.  iVr.  IngersoU  stated  that  a  majority 
of  the  committee  were  opposed  (o  the  bill  and  report, 
and  lie  offered  it  as  a  report  of  three  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Barnard  (its  chairman)  staled  that  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  that  a  bill  should  be  reported, 
and  also  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  had 
presented  a  written  report  which  the  committee  had 
not  adopted.  No  written  report  therefore  from  the 
committee,  as  such,  accompanies  the  bill.  The  ques- 
tion for  the  house  to  determine  was,  whether  it  would 
(for  the  first  time,  he  believed,  in  the  practice  of  the 
house)  adopt,  in  the  shape  of  a  minority  report,  a  re- 
port emanating  from  one  or  more  members  of  a  com- 
mittee, when  the  majority  of  that  committee  had 
adopted  no  report  whatever.'  It  seemed  to  him  that 
it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  previous  practice 
of  the  house,  and  that  it  would  be  opening  a  door  to 
a  practice  which  might  hereafter  be  injurious,  or,  at 
all  events,  very  inconvenient.  The  quesiion  being 
taken  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
consideration  of  the  apportionment  bill  was  then  re- 
sumed. 

The  main  question  "will  the  house  recede  from  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  senate"  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  109  nays 
104.  And  the  question  recurred  "will  the  bouse 
concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  senate?" 

And  the  quesiion  being,  first,  "will  the  house  con- 
cur in  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  striking  out  the 
number  of  50,179,  and  inserting  70,680?" 

Mr.  Snyder  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock 
J.  Andrews,  Barnard,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black, 
Bronson,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Butler, Patrick C.  Caldwell,  T.  J. 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Childs,  John  C.  Clark, 
Coles,  Cravens,  Cross,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Eastman, 
Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Thomas  F.  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gran- 
ger, Gustine,  Gwin,  Habersham,  Hall,  Hopkins, 
Houston,  Howard,  Hunter,  Hunt,  Chas.  J.  IngersoU, 
James  Irvin,  Jack,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  King,  Lane,  Lewis,  Lowell, 
McKay,  S.  Mason,  John  Thompson  Mason,  Mathiot, 
Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Powell,  Proffit.  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Ray- 
ner,  Read,  Reding,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Rogers, 
Wm.  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Saun- 
ders, Shaw,  Shepperd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sprigg, 
Stokely,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers, 
Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Un- 
derwood, Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warren,  VVash- 
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inglon,  Watterson,  E.  D.  White,  James  W.  Williams, 
Wise,  Yorke,  Augu'itiis  Young,  J.  Young— U."?. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Ather- 
ton,  Avrnsg,  Baker,  Birdseye,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Botts,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briggs,  C.  Brown, 
Burnell,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Chittenden,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Clifford,  Clinton,  James 
Cooper,  M.  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Gushing, 
G.  Davis,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doig,  John 
Edwards,  John  C.  Ed •.vards,Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G. 
Floyd,  C.  A.  Floyd,  Fornanee,  A.  L.  Foster,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Wm.  6.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green, 
J.  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Houck,  Hubard,  Hudson, 
Joseph  R^'lngersoll,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son, Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  A.  Kennedy,  Linn,  Lit- 
tlefield,  R.  McClellan,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Mar- 
chand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Maynard,  Medill, 
Meriwether,  Morris,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Pa- 
tridge,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Ramsey, 
Reynolds,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Shields,  Simon- 
ton,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Straton,  Sweney,Til- 
linghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Van  Buren, 
Weller,  Joseph  L.White,  C.  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Wood— 103. 

So  the  house  concurred  in  the  first  amendment  of 
the  senate. 

And  the  question  then  being,  will  the  house  concur 
in  the  second  amendment  of  the  senate,  to  wit:  "sec- 
tion 1,  line  7,  after  the  word  'state,'  insert  'and  of 
one  additional  representative  for  each  state  having  a 
fraction  greater  than  one  moiety  of  the  said  ratio'  ?'' 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered;  and, 
being  taken  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  110,  nays  10'3. 
The  third  and  last  amendment  of  the  senate,  and 
which  simply  carries  out  the  mimber  of  representa- 
tives for  each  state  under  the  ratio  fixed  by  that  body, 
after  an  ineffectual  effort  of  Mr.  ^^.  C.  Johnson  to 
have  the  whole  subject  laid  on  the  table,  was  concur- 
red in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  (Mr.  McKennan,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  "to  provide  revenue  from  imports, 
and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  SaUomtall,  who  had  moved  the  bill  from  the 
committee  on  manufactures  as  a  substitute  for  that 
from  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  by  striking 
out  the  first  item  in  the  latter,  arose  and  addressed 
the  committee,  [see  page  263.] 

S.iTiiEDAv,  June  18.  Mr.  ir/iiif,  of  Louisiana,  I 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  house  a  case  of  impri- 
sonment for  debt  in  this  District  where  many  of  the 
barbarous  laws  exist,  as  they  existed  in  years  gone 
by.  The  special  case  was  one  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  of  a  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  under  the  an- 
tique laws  of  iMaryland  prevailing  upon  this  side  of 
this  ten  mile  square.  Governor  fVhile  explained  the 
case  and  having  pointed  out  some  of  the  abuses  un- 
der existing  laws,  presented  a  bill,  the  consideration 
i)f  which  was  agreed  to  at  this  time.  The  rules  were 
suspended  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  (K/iile,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  an  engrossment. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  upon  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  by  a  vote  of 
123  to  35. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  as  returned  from  the 
senate,  was  then  taken  up  forconsideration,  (and  with 
the  house  proviso  struck  out  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Burnell  called  for  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate,  which  having  been  read — 

Mr.  B.  submitted  a  motion  instructing  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs  to  report  an  amendment  to  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  providing  for  the  examina- 
tion of  apprentices  in  thenavy,  and  their  appointment 
as  midshipmen  when  theirattainments  and  knowledge 
shall  justify  such  promotion. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  house  in  favor  of  his  amend- 
ment.    He  asked  if  it  was  proper  that  appreiiticci 


Mr.  Habersham  who  had  moved  to  amend  the 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  StdlonxtaU,  by  substitut- 
ing therefor  the  hill  reported  by  him  from  the  mino- 
rity of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  arose  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  [see  page  265.]  Having  con- 
cluded; .  . 

Mr.  Jl.  V.  Brown  then  arose  in  strong  opposition 
to  both  the  bills  as  being  an  abhorrent  violation  of 
the  compromise  act.  As  one  of  the  bills  was  unac- 
companied by  a  report  he  would  confine  his  remarks 
to  the  other.  He  himself  was  the  only  western 
member  on  the  committee  of  manufactures.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  remarks  of  Henry  Clay  when  the  com- 
promise act  was  adopted,  and  his  reply  to  governor 
John  Davis  then  in  the  senate  who  was  anticipating 
a  failure  of  its  being  complied  with.  Mr.  Clay  re- 
plied by  asking  what  man  would  dare  to  start  up  and 
advocate  a  disturbance  of  this  great  guarantee  of 
peace  and  harmony.  When  the  land  bill  was  adopt- 
ed at  the  extra  session,  the  respect  showed  the  com- 
promise act  was  very  great;  no  one  thought  of  dis. 
turbing  it.  But  now  however,  the  party  here  pro- 
posed "to  violate  their  own  fai'h,  which  Mr.  Clay  said 
no  honorable  man  would  dare  to  violate.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  manufactures  had  not  call- 
ed his  a  revenue  bill,  but  was  more  candid  and  bold 
and  no  one  could  doubt  both  were  for  protection. 
Although  the  house  had  passed  a  resolution  against 
taking  the  testimony  of  interested  men,  yet  they  had 
swarmed  around  the  committee  rooms  like  locusts, 
and  the  committee  refused  to  take  any  other.  Their 
witnesses  were  all  interested  manufacturers.  Many 
of  the  manufactures  ought  to  go  down  and  never  to 
have  existed.  There  was  a  strong  passion  for  no- 
velty at  the  north  for  undertaking  every  new  Eu- 
ropean process  without  regard  to  its  appropriateness 
to  our  country,  and  for  pampering  us  with  luxuries 
unknown  to  our  fathers.  He  thought  it  singular, 
they  could  not  sustain  themselves  by  a  duty  of  90  or 
25  per  cent. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  arid 
several  executive  communications  having  been  laid 
before  them,  the  house  then  adjourned. 

MoND.vT,  June  20.  Mr.  Jiiiis:,  on  leave,  presented 
a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  setting  forth  that  they  were  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  being  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
to  devise  means  by  which  the  inconveniences  and  the 
inequality  of  their  present  relations  to  the  federal 
government  may  be  conclusively  and  eS'ectually  ter- 
minated. 

Mr.  Jldams  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 
a  select  committee,  to  be  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  state. 

Mr.  King-,  accepted  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mams. 
A  motion  was  then  made  amidst  much  confusion, 
that  the  memorial  be  laid  on    the  table,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailing,  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ^dnms,  on  leave  given,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house,  as  soon  as  may  be 
practicable  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the 
amount  paid  or  credited  to  each  of  the  several  stales 
of  this  union,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands;  also,  the  amount  retained  in  payment 
of  principal  or  interest  of  debts  due  from  the  states 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  of  debt  due 
from  each  of  the  indebted  states  to  the  U.  States. 

Tlie  consideration  of  the  tariff  bills  (being  the  re- 
venue bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  and  the  bills  of  the  majority  and  minority  of 
the  committee  of  manufactures  offered  as  substitutes 
thereto)  was  then  resumed  in  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Randolph  addressed   the   committee   for  one 

hour.     He  vindicated  the  action  of  the  committee  on 

nufactures,  who,  said  he,  having  been  denied  the 


shoul'dnotbeconsidcredgoodenoughtobeputupon  privilege  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  were 
an  equality  with  the  sons  of  other  Americans'  He  |  compelled  to  use  the  be;<tevidence  withintheirr^ach 
complained  that  the  navy   was   in  the  hands  of  the 


rich.  He  would  say  to  the  poor  that,  whatever 
others  might  do,  their  right  should  be  heard  upon 
that  floor.  He  would  plead  for  the  rights  of  the  boys 
who  entered  the  navy,  not  at  the  cabin  windows,  but 
on  the  bows,  and  who  would  make  the  best  comman- 
ders to  bear  the  meteor  flag  of  the  nation.  It  had 
been  said  that  to  encourage  these  apprentice  boys 
would  break  down  the  "pride"  of  the  navy— as 
if  they  would  not  be  the  pride  of  their  country.— 
He  asked  that  they  might  have  a  chance  for  distinc- 
tion, and  not  be  always  confined  to  their  humble  po- 
sition. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union  and  the  amendments  ord 
ed  to  be  printed. 

The  consideration  of  the  provisional  tariff  bill  was 
then  resumed  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 


He  examined  the  details  of  the  three  bills  and  ex- 
pressed his  preference  for  that  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  that  we  were  but  wrangling  about 
words,  protection,  free  trade,  &c.,  whereas  the  true 
question  was  whether  we  should  by  legislation  coun- 
teract the  legislation  and  action  of  other  governments 
which  were  warring  upon  the  interests  and  industry 
of  our  own.  A  bill  to  raise  the  revenue  to  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  the  government,  made 
with  the  diseriminatiun  that  every  gentleman  would 
assent  to,  would  amount  to  all  the  protection  that  he 
as  a  northern  man  from  a  heavy  manufacturing  dis- 
trict, would  desire.  Mr.  H.  assumed  $27,000,000  as 
the  minimum  that  would  be  required  for  the  fiscal 
year  of  1842.  He  would  lay  excises  and  taxation 
as  out  of  the  question  as  means  for  raising  it— since 
the  organization  of  the  government  they  had  been 


discarded;  and  he  assumed  that  no  statesman  or  le- 
gislator would  contend  that  we  should  resort  to  them. 
If  he  should  have  time  he  would  hereafter  allude  to 
the  public  lands  as  a  source.  From  1834  to  1840, 
importations  averaged  $94  000,000  per  annum.  He 
had  estimates  to  show  that  for  a  series  of  years  here- 
after, with  our  present  individual  and  state  bank- 
ruptcy, repudiation,  and  discredit  of  national  stocks, 
they  must  fall  far  short  of  $94,000,000  perannum, 
and  therefore  that  the  duties  proposed  in  the  bills  are 
not  sufficient.  Permanency  of  policy  is  far  more 
portant  than  the  passage  of  a  bill  hurried  through 
so  as  to  contain  within  itself  the  seeds  of  its  own  dis- 
solution. Mr.  H.  cited  authorities  to  show  that  con- 
gress had  the  constitutional  power  and  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  protect  the  labor  of  the  country  against 
the  hostile  legislation  of  other  countries.  By  the 
late  census  it  i's shown  that  $267,726,000  are  invested 
in  manufactures  distinctly  so  called,  and  that  731,54 
individuals,  near  one  million  or  one-seventh  part  1. 1 
the  population  of  this  country  were  employed  and 
fed  by  this  capital.  As  to  one  single  item,  which  the 
census  did  not  show,  but  according  to  his  own  calcu- 
lation, there  were  thirty-four  millions  of  sheep  in 
this  country,  one-fifth  of  which,  or  six  millions  be- 
longed to  the  state  of  Now  York.  Their  annual 
crop  must  be  at  least  ninety  millions  of  pounds.  The 
article  of  wool  alone  was  an  interest  sufficient  in 
amount  to  be  worthy  of  protection.  Mr.  H.  alluded 
to  the  British  and  Portuguese  treaty  of  1704,  and  to 
the  policy  of  France  since  1815,  and  to  Great  Bri- 
tain herself  for  the  various  national  advantages  grow- 
ing out  of  the  policy  of  protection.  Yet  the  latter 
country  floods  us  wiih  their  hypocritical  doctrines  of 
free  trade,  which  she  never  practices,  be  her  states- 
men whig  or  tory.  Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  speech  of 
Sir  Robert  Peelin  the  British  house  of  commons  on 
23d  March,  ult.  and  to  that  of  Mr.  Robertson,  and  to 
the  "ConstitutioneP'of  Paris,  who  all  treated  of  free 
trade  as  good  in  the  abstract  and  as  a  doctrine  to  be 
talked  about,  but  repudiated  it  as  not  to  be  practised. 
The  increase  of  importations  of  wines  and  silks  from 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  after  the  compro- 
mise deductions  of  duty,  was  from  7;  to  23  millions 
of  dollars,.  For  three  years  before  the  compro- 
mise act  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  was, 
$35,000,000;  for  the  three  years  succeeding  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act,  the  excess  was  $111,000,000.  All 
of  our  imports  from  France  were  of  manufactured 
articles  and  she  took  from  us  only  raw  materials. 
We  received  from  her  and  England  the  necessaries 
of  life.  Was  it  a  wonder  that  we  are  in  debt  to  fo- 
reign governments,  v/ho  are  enriched  while  we  are 
impoverished.  Protection  reduces  the  price  to  the 
consumer  and  in  some  cases  it  did  it  to  the  extent  of 
100  per  cent. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  endeavored  to  shew  that  the  main 
object  of  the  last  special  session  was  to  make  such 
lavish  expenditures  as  should  create  a  necessity  for 
a  high  protective  tariff.  He  asked  what  had  been 
the  effect  of  teaching  the  states  to  rely  on  the  gene- 
ral government,  instead  of  on  themselves.'  Why  the 
effect  was,  as  might  have  been  expected,  rf/)ii(!ia/ioii. 
After  illustrating  this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  drew 
a  comparison  between  the  promises  of  the  wliigs  be- 
fore the  election,  and  the  present  state  of  things. 

Mr.  Brockwaii,  of  Con.  advocated  for  one  hour  the 
expediency  of  a  protective  tariff  and  its  constitu- 
tionality, and  said  that  he  took  pleasure  in  not  obey- 
ing the  instructions  of  his  state  legislature  to  vote  for 
the  restoration  of  the  land  fund. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  la.  regretted  that  party  feelings 
or  prejudices  had  been  excited  in  this  discussion,  and 
went  into  a  history  of  the  protective  policy  through 
each  administration,  down  to  the  present  time.  He 
alluded  to  the  avowal  of  the  distinguished  senator 
who  had  introduced  the  compromise  act  that  it  was 
done  not  only  for  revenue  but  also  for  the  protection 
of  manufactures.  Under  it  a  sufficient  revenue  was  to 
be  raised  by  duties  independent  of  any  land  proceeds 
or  any  other  sources;  and  against  the  doctrine  that 
those  who  had  voted  for  it  had  forever  surrendered  the 
principle  of  protection.  He  considered  this  to  be  a 
question  of  American  industry  and  labor  against  the 
pauper  labor  of  Europe:  and  that  every  other  civi- 
lized nation  of  the  globe  acted  on  the  principle  of 
protecting  its  own  labor,  independcntof  all  frcctrade 
theories.  Being  cut  off  by  his  hour,  Mr.  T.  con- 
cluded, and 

On  motion  the  committee  rose. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  authorising  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  to 
employ  a  clerk  in  aid  of  himself  and  the  attorney 
general,  in  preparing  a  code  of  naval  rules  and  re- 
gulations in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  4th  May. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

TuESD.^Y,  June  21.     Mr.  Cushing,  on  leave  given, 

offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 

be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  house,  if  in  his 
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opinion  the  same  be  not  incompatible  witb  the  pub- 
lic interest,  information  as  to  the  proceedinsis  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  the'ca^e  of 
George  Johnson,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales  ag- 
grieved by  acts  of  the  government  of  the  republic 
of  Uruguay. 

Mr.  Trlptett,  on  leave  given,  oflered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  revenue  bill  now  under  conside- 
ration, (to  come  in  between  the  lOlh  and  11th  sec- 
tions,) which  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Sec.  11.  .indbe  it  farther  ennrtnl.  That  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1343,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  in  addition  to  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  act,  twenty  per  cent,  on  such  duties  upon  the 
following  articles,  to  wit:  on  manufactures  of  silk 
or  of  which  silk  is  a  co'viponent  part,  on  laces  of 
every  description,  bleached  or  unbleached  linen, 
broadcloths  costing  at  the  place  from  whence  im- 
ported more  than  one  dollar  and  sixty  cents  per 
square  yard,  ready-made  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  and 
hats,  on  cut-glass,  distilled  spirits,  and  wine  of  every 
description  imported  either  in  casks  or  otherwise. 
_  Sec.  13.  Jml  be  it  further  enucted,  That  the  addi- 
tional duty  imposed  by  the  preceding  section  shall 
cease  so  far  as  it  is  imposed  upon  any  article  the 
produce  or  Manufacture  of  any  kingdom  or  nation, 
■whenever  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  president  of  the  United  Stales  that  ihe  tobacco, 
grain,  flour,  and  rice,  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  are  admitted  into  the  ports  of  such  nation  at 
a  rate  of  dutj-  not  exceeding  that  imposed  upon  any 
article  imported  from  such  kingdom  or  nation  into 
the  United  States,  and  that  any  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales  may  sell  and  dispose  of  the  tobacco,  grain, 
flour,  and  rice,  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  ports  of  such  kingdom  or  nation,  upon  the  same 
terms  and  with  no  other  restrictions  than  are  impos- 
ed upon  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  such   foreign 

tion  0-  '-• — •'"—   ■■•' :...-'-.-.:--    --    j:-     -    ■ 

produ 


favor  of  the  reference  to  an  impartial  committee,  by  i  the  fact  that  when  in  ^Ht■i  (K= 

whom  the  subject  of  these  claims  should  be  thor, ,  .h-    n.ss.H  ,hl  m.^".  ,"  Pf"^^   comprom,se_act  was 


horn  the  subject  of  these  claims  should  be  thorc  ugh- 
ly  sifted  and  examined.     Mr.  G.  having  concluded 

Mr.  Goggiii  obtained  the  floor,  but,  yielded  to  a 
motion  by 

Mr.  Fi'ltmore  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  Ihe  stale  of  the  union. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  committee  (Mr. 
McKennnn,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair)  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  revenue  tariff  bill,  for  the 
first  item  of  which  Mr.  Sattonstall  had  proposed  the 
bill  reported  by  himself  as  an  amendment,  which 
amendment  Mr.  Hiibersham  had  proposed  to  amend 
by  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  bill  reported  by  him- 
self from  the  minority  of  the  committee  of  manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Cmven  addressed  the  comraitlee.  He  said 
that  during  the  period  in  the  history  of  this  country 
which,  by  common  consent,  had  been  characterised 
as  the  period  of  protection— i.  e.  from  1816  to  1836 
inclusive— there  had  been  produced  from  the  public 
lands  and  from  duties  on  imports  a  revenue  more 
than  was  required  for  the  current  expen.ses  of  the 
government,  by  an  average  of  more  than  eleven  mil- 
lions per  annum.  During  the  time  subsequent  to 
that  period— i.  e.  from  the  year  1837  to  the  year 
1841,  inclusive— there  had  been  an  average  annual 
defwU  in  the  revenue,  including  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  and  Ihe  revenue  from  cus 
toms,  of  more  than  seven  millions  of  dollars.  By 
this  decrease  in  the  revenue,  a  large  surplus  revenue, 
which  had  been  produced  by  the  opposite  policy' 
had  been  exhausted;  and,  after  the  exhaustion 
of  that  revenue,  the  necessity  of  contracting  a 
national  debt  was  created— a  necessity  absolute  and 
unavoidable,  and  a  debt  which  was  now  accumulat- 
ing. 

Two  allernatives  therefore  presented;  either  more 


^v.  v.^„..  ....»,  ^.iL.i.,,,,.,  u,  auij|ci,i.!i  ui  5I1VII   luieign  iia-        i  wo  ajlernatr 

tion  or  kingdom  vvhen  importing  or  disposing  of  the  |  revenue  must  be  raised  by  imposts;  or  elsewe"  mus'i 
produce  or  manufactures  of  such  nation  or  kingdom  \  resort  to  direct  taxation.  Mr  C  contended  thar  he 
in  he  United  States.  And  on  such  satisfactory  proof  [  compromise  act  itself  contemplaLd  a  modificat b," 
being  made,  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  shall  I  of  duties  either  by  increase  or  decrease  according  o 
sueX  o'roo^hf;'  his.  proclamation  declaring  that    the  contingencies  which  should   arUe      The  exha'"." 

ree^Xcrf  tirt:'^'""^'^'""  '^ '""'''"  \^!^:;::^z:i:  ^"^^"  ^-"^  ^•'^pf"^ 

■f"'"  tfiat  principle  m  the  compromise  act  Itself.  Its 
On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mams,  and  by  general '  framers  had  contemplated  a  policy  decidedly  the  op- 
>nsent,  the  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  follow- '  posile  of  that  which  we  have  for  several  years  been 
g  message  (transmitted  yesterday)  from  the  presi- !  pursuing.     He  maintained   that  we  have  long  since 

3nt  of  the  United  Slates:  dcnnrtpfl  iniiiHirinncUT    ft..^.,,  lU^  — ;„„:_i_.  ,.:  J    .1. 


consent 

iug  message  (transmitted  yesterday)  from  the  pre 

dent  of  the  United  States: 

W'as/iing/071,  20lli  June,  1842. 
To  the  house  of  reprcsentatii:es: 

A  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
13th  instant  has  been  communicated  to  me,  request- 
ing, so  far  as  may  be   conipalilde  with  the  public  in 


departed  injudiciously  from  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  compromise  act,  and  that  increasing  the  duties 
will  be  the  true  and  proper  mode  of  adhering  to  its 
principles. 

iMr.  C.   believed   that  the   public  lands  had  been 
vested  m  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  states 


*».>  uc  uuiiipaiiiue  vviui  uie  puoiic  in- ;  v^^sLeu  ni  iiie  uniiea  ©tales,  for  the  use  of  the  states 
terest,  a  copy  of  the  qiiiniuple  lieaty  between  Ihe  granting  them.  He  wished  them  to  remain  excluded 
five  principal  powers  of  Europe  for  the  suppression  from  Ihe  political  market,  whether  ihey  went  into 
of  the  African  slave  trade;  and  also  copies  of  any  re- !  the  coflers  of  the  general  or  of  the  slate  govern- 
monstrance  or  protest,  addressed  by  Lewis  Cass,  en-  |  ments,  they  went  in  either  event  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Yoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  'people. 

United  States  at  the  couitofFrance,  to  thatgovern- 1  A  question  of  modern  growth  now  exists  Has 
TeTty^fTnrlu  ™"«'=^"""  ^^  ^i'^r  "^  .'^  '"'''  '^"  constitution  of  1787  ca'nceTled  and  thrown  away 
il?5jJ"^..?LHL'^?T,^r."'''="'^!^^'/'=^"'f'cg°^;ithat    power  of   .elf-preservation    and    self-defence, 

which  was  won  by  the  war  of   independence.'     Has 
congress  the  power  to  protect  a  vital  interest  of  the 


»uu..j,  t,>.u  u.  uii  i^ui ii-apuiiuciiuc  iieiweeu  iiie  gov- 
ernments of  the  United  States  and  of  France,  and  of 
all  communications  from  the  said  Lewis  Cass  to  his 
own  government,  and  from  this  government  to  him, 
relating  thereto. 

In  answer  to  this  request  I  have  to  say,  that  tho 
treaty  mentioned  therein  has  not  been  officially  com- 
municated to  the  government  of  the  Uniled  Slates, 
and  no  authentic  copy  of  it,  therefore,  can  be  furn- 
ished. In  regard  to  the  other  papers  requested,  al- 
though it  is  my  hope  and  expectation  that  it  will  be 
proper  and  convenient,  at  an  early  day,  to  lay  them 
before  congress,  together  with  others  connected  with 
the  same  subjects,  yet,  in  my  opinion,  a  communica- 
tion of  them  to  the  house  of  representatives  at  this 
time  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  public  inter- 
est. JOHN  TVLER. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
.Idams,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  resolution,  heretofore  reported  by 
Mr.  Stanly  from  the  committee  on  public  expendi- 
tures was  taken  up. 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  amount  and  cha- 
racter of  the  expenditures  which  have  been  made  by 
this  government  in  satisfaction  of  bounty  land  claims 
allowed  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  what  amountof  like 
claims  are  still  outstanding,  and  whether  any  further 
legislation  of  congress  is  necessary  to  secure  the  trea- 
sury against  the  payment  of  improper  or  unfounded 
claims  of  that  description. 

And  the  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Goode,  of  Virginia,  to  amend  the  resolution  bv 
adding  thereto  the  following  words: 

"Or  to  satisfy  outstanding  claims  which  are  just 
and  well  founded,  and  thai  the  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  olherivise." 

Mr.  Gilmer  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in 


country.'  Mr.  C.  next  referred  to  the  doctrines  and 
authorities  in  favor  of  protecting  domestic  manufac- 
tures, as  essential  to  the  importance,  security,  safety, 
and  independence  of  the  country,  the  solicitude  of 
the  founders  of  the  government  and  of  former  con- 
gresses in  favor  thereof,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
government  down  to  the  period  when  the  policy  of 
protection  was  first  called  in  question.  He  would 
not  assert  that  it  had  not  been  called  in  question  be- 
fore 1833,  but  it  was  very  little  called  in  question  be 
fore  1828.  In  Ohio  in  the  presidential  canvass  of 
1828  General  Jackson  was  supported  as  the  friend 
to  protection,  and  his  opponent  opposed  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  friendly  to  it.  In  1815  and 
16,  the  balance  of  trade  against  this  counlry  was  125 
millions  (a  sum  greater  than  the  whole  national  debt 
which  was  then  122  millions  including  39  millions 
which  existed  at  the  commencement  of  the  war). 
What  was  the  cause  of  this  excess  of  imports  over 
exports.'  It  was  afterwards  set  forth  in  a  speech  of 
Mr.  Brougham.  He  spoke  of  it  as  a  matter  of  go- 
vernment policy  to  the  manufacturing  interest  of 
Great  Britain.  It  was  their  policy  to  strangle  the 
infant  institutions  of  the  United  States,  and  then  it 
was  that  Mr.  Madison  anxiously  impressed  upon  con- 
gress the  vast  importance  of  guarding  them.  Will 
congress  now  throw  these  counsels  aside?  He  honed 
not.  ^ 

He  came  down  now  to  the  year  1833,  and  re- 
ferred gentlemen  to  McCuUoch's  Commercial  Dic- 
tionary, and  other  contemporaneous  authorilies,  to 
show  the  anxious  solicitude  which,  in  the  years  1831, 
1832,  1833,  and  up  to  1834,  had  seized  upon  the 
mindsof  British  statesmen  as  to  the  success  of  Ame- 
rican   manufactures    in    competilion   with  those  of 


---■■-.■•■:■■-••"-',•"    -""  F="tn;i,    wiuuiiiuseoi        Un  molioe  of  Mr. /(Tranerfu 
Great  Bntam  m  foreign  markets.     He   adverted  to  I  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned 


passed,  then  McCulloch  could  but  say,  send  up  the 
shout  of  triumph,  the  death-blow  had  been  ^ivcn  to 
American  manufactures,  but  that  notlm,^  u-as  now  to  be 
>,oYJ«njto,,g-„.  from  that  quarter.  Mr.C.  referred  to 
these  things  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  impor- 
tance and  the  necessity  of  every  efl-ort  and  ener-v 
and  of  all  the  power  of  this  government  being  put  to 
tai'nin-  '"  ""  '  '"'"^"'  '*"  ''  """^  worth  sus- 
Mr  0.  also  referred  to  the  excess  of  imports  over 
exports  ,n  the  years  1834  and  1836,  inclusiU,  and  lo 
the  ruinous  balance  of  trade  resulting  Iherelrom 
against  us_al  which  he  traced  to  the  same  cours^ 
of  policy  on  the  part  of  British  capitalists.    He  then 

market-on  the  importance  of  bringing  the  producer 
and  the  consumer  as  near  together  as°  possible-on 

he  prosperity  and  wealth  which  had  hitherto  resuU- 
ed  to  the  manufacturing  as  well  as  to  the  agricultu- 
ral classes  during  the  period  of  protectior^  and  he 
then  proceeded  forcibly  to  demonstrate  the  hallow! 
nessof  the  argument  which  had  been  advanced 
against  protection  on  the  score  of  monopoly.  VVhiNt 
yet  dlustrating  this  latter  branch  of  his  subject  he 
chairman's  hammer  fell,  and  Mr.  C.  took  I,  s  seat 
Mr.  fi™.«rfy  said  that  he   had   no  patience   with 

his  doctrine  of  protection,  and  could  as  calmly  lis- 
ten to  a  man's  consulting  about  the  modus  operand, 
slea  ing  his  days'  earnings  from  him.  He  consi- 
dered he  interests  of  the  west  as  directly  the  reverse 
of  protec  ion.  He  had  never  looked  info  the  books 
to  learn    the  opinions  of  Washington,  Jellerson   and 

hat  IS,  that  protection  is  unconstitutional.  mV  K 
then  enlered  into  arguments  against  its  constitution^ 
tit  "f'^"^."7'  «"d  J'JStice,  and  contended  that  it 
made  labor  instead  of  capital  pay  the  expenses  of 
government.  He  expatiated  on  the  beautie?  of  free 
trade,  and  concluded  by  remarking,  that  when  the 
opposite  party  would  reduce  expeiiskto  twenty"  two 
millions,  and  give  up  the  land  fund,  he  wou  d  go 
« lib  them  for  a  taritt  for  revenue  "'"go 

Mr.  Formnce  next  addressed  the  committee  He 
defined  his  position;  was  in  favor  of  a  j, id  clous  ta- 
riff; but  against  any  tariff  if  he  were  obli  "eS  to  take 

t.  He  would  vote  for  countervailing  laws  airainst 
ihose^counlrics  that  refused  to  take  oVaZTT^ 

Mr.  Steenrod  was   in  favor  of  reducing  exnendi 

H^ln.Mk?'"'"?  '°  ^7  "'■"S  Ji'-  protect  on 
Ha\  ing  spoken  an  hour  and  concluded 

Wo  one  arose  to  continue  the  debate 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Habersham's 
amendmeni,  to  insert  the  bill  reported  bf  him  from 
tl2T"\r^'^',  manufac.ui'-es'  comLre,  an^ 
dended  in  the  negative;  noes  85,  yeas  37 

sJllT tr  ;;""'•""§  °"  'he  amendment  of  Mr. 
Salto,.  tall   Mr.  Pickens  took  the  floor,  and  on  his  mo- 

Don;dln^"=°"'"^"'"°"  "f 'he  bill  was  p^st- 
poned  until  to-morrow.  '^ 

The  Indian  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  dis- 

whidf 'the  hr^'""".'."'  '°  '^'  ^'°"''  "■''''  -^"ndi^'e 
iTilMo  h.  '  then  concurred  in,  and  ordered  the 

bill   o  be  engrossed   for  a  third  reading  to-morrow 

The  house  adjourned.  u^onow. 

WEDNESDAr,  June  92.     The  resolution  in  relation 

Mr.  Goggm.  of  Va.  addressed  Ihe  house  in  vindi- 
cation of  his  state,  and  in  defence  of  the  char:  cler 
of  the  claims,  and  the  morning  hour  expiring 

On   motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  went   into 
comniil tee  of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the  con   de  a° 
tion  of  the  revenue  or  tariff  bill 
fa™r'o''r'frr;°H^-^-/'^'^''''^"'^"'e   committee  in 
favor  of  free  trade,  and  against  protection   and  re- 

Ixpir'ing,  °'  "''™'""  °^  '°^^'="  Soods.  His  hojr 
Mr.  Smjder,  of  Pa.  addressed  the  committee  He 
t?:nTI^°?h''  '"  '"'f "''."'-"  o(  the  land  proceeds,  and 
to  any  farther  protection  for  the  iron  interest,  which 
already  by  his  statistics  realized  great  profits  and 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Va.  next  addressed  the  commit- 
tee in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cmhing  next  addressed  the  committee.  He 
urged  that  no  revenue  bill  could  be  formed,  which 
would  no  give  protection  to  some  special  interest  or 
o  her,  and  advocated  the  bill  as  one  of  revenue.  He 
also  combatted  the  theory  of  free  trade. 
I  %t  J  '!'™  "^"^  '"^'''■essed  the  commillee.  He  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  saying  that  if  he  was  finally 
compelled  to  vote  for  one  or  the  other  of  these  bills 
and  should  vote  for  that  of  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures (as  being  more  a  bill  for  revenue  and  less 
or  protection  than  the  other)  he  was  not  therefore 
to  be  sel  down  as  preferring  protection  to  revenue. 

On  molioe  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Md.  the  committee 
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ArroiNTMEKTS.  Tully  R.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  ha? 
been  appointed  fijst  auditor  of  the  treasury,  vice 
Jesse  Miller.  [■N'at.  Int. 

James  H.  Stirman,  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Fayelteville, 
Arkansas,  vice  Mountford  Stokes,  who  did  not  quali- 
fy- 

Banks.  The  banks  of  Kentucky  resumed  specie 
payments  in  full  on  the  15th  inst.  The  banks  of  In- 
diana also  went  into  full  resumption  on  the  same  day. 
Notice  was  given  by  the  directors  of  the  Shawnee- 
town  bank  of  Illinois,  that  resumption  on  the  part  of 
that  bank  would  not  take  place  in  consequence  of 
the  suspension  of  the  New  Orleans  banks.  It  is  yet 
doubtful  whether  the  banks  of  Tennessee  will  re- 
sume. 

The  Louisville  Kentucky  Journal  states  that  full 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest on  the  bonds  of  that  state,  due  in  July. 

The  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  met  at 
Frankfort,  on  11th,  and  forwarded  the  July  instal- 
ment of  interest  on  all  the  Kentucky  bonds 

The  U.  States  bank  fir  sale.  Sheriff  Morris,  of 
Philadelphia,  advertises  that  the  splendid  building  of 
the  U.  S.  bank,  and  the  lot  upon  which  it  stands, 
will  be  sold  at  auction  on  the  2d  of  July. 

Governor  Boggs.  Gov.  Boggs'  health,  as  we 
learn  from  his  physicians,  is  steadily  improving. — 
The  contusions  on  his  head  are  healing  as  fast  as  de- 
sirable, and  he  is  now  considered  as  being  nearly  out 
of  danger.  [  lyestern  Mlisourian. 

Canal  tolls.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New 
York  canals  to  the  7th  June,  in  each  of  the  last  four 
years,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1839  ....    §463,618 

1840  -  -  -  -  406,363 

1841  ...  -      515,212 

1842  .  -  -  .  444,050 
The  decrease  from  last  year  is  §71,162. 

Cotton  in  India.  We  learn  from  the  Nashville 
Whig  that  the  Natchez  Courier  contains  extracts 
from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Finnic,  who,  about 
two  years  ago,  in  company  with  three  other  Missis- 
sippians,  embarked  for  India,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
gaging in  the  cultivation  of  cotton.  He  is  settled,  it 
appears,  on  the  banks  of  the  Jumna,  a  branch  of  the 
Ganges,  and  has  the  control  of  a  tract  of  land  con- 
taining 5,600  acres,  with  a  village  of  2,000  inhabi- 
tants. He  says  he  is  just  as  sure  of  making  cotton 
there  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Alississippi.  Labor  is 
so  cheap  that  cotten  may  be  produced  at  half  the 
cost  of  its  production  in  the  United  States.  The 
wages  of  a  laboring  man  is  §1  62  per  month,  he  fur- 
nishing his  own  subsistence.  With  the  advantages  of 
a  favorable  soil  and  climate,  and  low  wages,  what  is 
to  prevent  India  from  becoming  a  formidable  rival  to 
American  cotton  in  the  European  market?  Mr. 
Finnic  is  so  well  convinced  of  what  can  be  done 
that  he  intends  to  plant  five  hundred  acres  in  cotton 
on  his  own  responsibility. 

Crops.  The  south  and  south  western  papers  be- 
speak a  remarkable  forwardness  of  the  cotton  crop. 
The  wheat  is  said  to  have  been  touched  by  the  rust 
in  various  quarters  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Native  copper.  Whilst  we  are  compelled  to  im- 
port the  immense  quantities  of  copper,  used  in  our 
extensive  country,  it  is  believed  that  there  are  the 
richest  beds  of  copper  ore  on  Lake  Superior  ever 
discovered  in  the  world.  Enterprise  and  a  little 
skill  is  only  necessary  to  bring  it  into  market.  A 
few  enterprising  Yankees  have,  during  the  past  year, 
made  a  commencement  of  digging  the  copper,  and 
with  great  succeis. 

There  are  hundreds  of  individuals  in  this  city,  out 
of  employ,  wliosc  information  and  knowledge  of 
smelting  ores,  might  be  mos;  successfully  employed 
on  the  banks  of  Lake  Superior  If  two  or  three 
men  with  some  capital  were  to  organize  companies, 
on  shares,  and  proceed  to  Lake  Superior,  they  would 
soon  realize  advantages  which  no  business  at  present 
in  New  York  could  equal.  We  hope  this  article 
may  be  read  by  some  of  our  enterprising  mechanics, 
and  that  they  will  enquire  into  the  truth  of. what  we 
have  stated.  [Acid  York  Jlmerkan. 

Emigrants.  On  June  16th,  1,399  steerage  and  2.50 
cabin  passengers  landed  at  New  York,  from  two 
ports  alone.  Letters  from  Germany  state  that  thou- 
sands are  preparing  to  leave  for  America,  whole 
villages  in  some  instances  with  their  pastors  and 
schoolmasters;  (he  rage  pervades  Germany  and  Hol- 
land; 50  Norwegians  are  on  their  way  Jto  see  the 


country  and  report.  New  York  is  crowded  with 
men  out  of  employ,  and  paupers  and  ragged  beg- 
gars swarm  the  battery. 

Whole  villages  including  the  rich  as  well  as  the 
poor,  are  emigrating,  says  a  letter  from  Mentz,  from 
Germany  to  North  America.  Three  of  those  in 
Upper  Hesse  have,  within  these  few  months,  been 
entirely  abandoned,  and  several  in  Rhenish  Prussia 
are  preparing  to  follow  the  example.  A  short  time 
ago  the  whole  population  of  one  of  these  villages 
passed  through  Mentz  on  its  way  to  America,  accom- 
panied by  its  pastor  and  its  schoolmaster. 

[  GaJi^ani. 

We  welcome  all  who  come,  but  more  especially 
those  who  come  "with  their  pastor  and  their  school- 
master." Religion  and  education  can  alone  make 
good  citizens.  [ATito  York  Jlimrkan. 

The  late  earthquake.  It  is  remarked  that  the 
disappearance  of  the  water  of  several  of  the  little 
Florida  lakes  occurred  on  the  very  day  of  the  earth- 
quake. 

The  Hamburg  Fire.  John  Jacob  Astor  gave 
§400  to  aid  the  Hamburg  sufferers,  and  William  B. 
Astor,  §1000. 

Flour  sold  at  Cincinnati  on  the  18th  inst.  at  §3  90 
per  barrel,  for  canal. 

MoNs.  GuizoT.  We  learn  that  the  beautiful  full 
length  portrait  of  Mons.  Guizot,  executed  upon  sub- 
scription of  American  citizens  resident  in  Paris,  by 
the  American  artist  Mr.  Healy,  has  been  handed 
over  to  the  hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  late  secretary  of 
war,  and  now  president  of  the  National  Institute, 
and  has  taken  its  position  in  the  hall  of  the  institute, 
in  close  proximity  with  the  full  length  of  Washing- 
ton, where  hundreds  daily  visit  it.        [Madisonian. 

Indian  council.  The  Arkansas  Intelligencer,  at 
Van  Buren  of  27th  May,  gives  an  account  of  the 
grand  Indian  council,  held  at  the  Deep  Fork  of  the 
North  Fork,  of  Canadian  river,  composed  of  upper 
and  lower  creeks,  Choctaws,  Chiekasaws,  Seminoles, 
I  Caddoes,  Delawares,  Shawanees,  Senecas,  Pawnees, 
I  Osages,  Kickapoos,  Witchetaws,  Kichees,  Pianke- 
]  shaws,  Towockennys,  and  Isterhutkeys  or  whitemen. 
The  Cherokees  were  not  represented,  although  a  few 
were  present.  The  council  was  formed  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  wild  western  tribes,  as  well  as  of  their 
more  civilized  brethren  residing  near.  The  gather- 
I  ing  commenced  on  about  the  11th  of  May,  four  days 
I  previous  to  the  appointed  time.  On  Wednesday  the 
council  met.  Gen.  Chilley  Mcintosh,  welcomed  his 
white  brethren.  Gen.  Taylor,  Capt.  Armstrong,  su- 
perintendant.  Col.  Logan,  Indian  agent,  &c.  Gen'l 
Roily  Mcintosh  then  announced  they  were  ready  to 
hear  what  they  had  to  say.  Thus  invited.  Captain 
Armstrong,  Gen.  Taylor,  and  Col.  Logan  rose  and 
addressed  them  in  order,  through  their  interpreter, 
Benj.  Marshall.  The  immediate  reference  of  the 
council  is  simply  a  regulation  of  mutual  intercourse 
with  the  different  tribes,  and  in  its  survey  grasps  the 
subject  of  stolen  property. 

Individuals.  Ex-Pr:sideut  Van  Buren  arrived  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  on  June  8th. 

Among  the  visiters  to  the  city  of  Washington  is 
the  ex-minister  to  Mexico,  Mr.  Ellis.  The  English 
banker,  Mr.  Ricardo,  is  also  there. 

MeCH.^NICS    EMPLOTED     and    dismissed    from    THE 

navy   tards.     The  number  of  mechanics  dismissed 

from  the  five  great  navy  yards  from  May  1st  to  June 

10,  are  as  follows: 

From  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,    -        -        -        -      89 

"      Boston,        -        -  -        -         -        216 

"     New  York, 353 

"     Philadelphia,       -          -        .         -        444 
"      Norfolk, 426 

1,528 
The  reason  given  by  the  secretary  in  a  document 
just  laid  before  congress,  is  "a  want  of  work,  caused 
by  the  launching  of  the  several  vessels  being  stop- 
ped, and  the  discontinuance  of  the  work  on  the  me- 
dium steamers." 

The  Mormons  have  nominated  a  full  ticket  for 
county  officers,  of  their  own  rf/is-ioiisdtiioiiiinofioji,  in 
the  county  of  Hancock,  Illinois. 

The  National  Institute  held  a  meeting  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  20th  inst.  at  which  were  present  Mr. 
Poinsett  its  president  and  many  distinguished  citi- 
zens. Lieut.  Wilkes  gave  a  brief  narration  of  his 
late  voyage,  vindicated  the  American  discoveries 
xvhich  have  been  since  claimed  by  Capt.  Ross,  and 
illuslratcd  them  uiid  others  with  some  two  hundred 
charls  prepared  during  the  voyage.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived by  reference  to  congressional  proceedings  that 
provision  is  being  made  for  their  publication. 


The  North  Eastern  Boundary.  The  Portland 
American  of  Saturday  last,  states  that  a  party  of, en- 
gineers, under  the  direction  of  F.  T.  Lally,  esq.  of 
that  city,  left  in  the  Bangor  the  same  morning  for  the 
boundary  line.  Professor  Renwick,  of  New  York, 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  our  government  will 
follow  the  corps,  and  superintend  their  operations  in 
the  field.  The  commissioners  are  expeetea  to  com- 
plete the  survey  the  present  season. 

Ohio  Whigs.  The  whigs  of  Columbus,  Ohio 
have  nominated  John  Davis  of  Massachusetts  as  can- 
didate for  the  next  vice  president. 

Oil.  The  Journal  of  Commerce  remarks  I'lat 
"amid  all  the  changes  which  trade  is  passing  thro'uh, 
none  is  more  remarkable  than  that  in  oil.  Hereto- 
fore the  whale  fishery  has  supplied  light  for  a  vast 
portion  of  the  country.  In  all  the  large  town?  and 
villages  sperm  oil  has  been  sold  freely.  That  liade 
has  suddenly  ceased.  This  spring  there  has  been  al- 
most no  demand  from  the  interior  for  sperm  oil,  and 
very  little  from  the  city.  Camphine  and  lard  oil 
have  supplied  the  demand  at  a  cheaper  rate.  Cru.'e 
sperm  oil  has  fallen  one-third  in  price,  and  yet  re- 
mains neglected.  The  hogs  have  fairly  run  the 
whales  out  of  market,  and  are  likely  to  hold  their 
ground,  unless  some  new  process  of  cheapening  can 
be  contrived  on  the  other  side.  The  woods  of  the 
west  are  more  full  of  the  quadruped  than  any  ocean 
is  of  the  finny  whale,  and  the  quadjuped  is  much 
more  easily  taken.  The  way  now  is  to  turn  the 
'whole  hog'  into  oil." 

The  Santa  Fe  Prisoners.  The  correspondence 
between  this  government  and  that  of  Mexico,  trans- 
mitted to  the  senate  by  the  president,  on  a  request 
from  that  body,  has  been  published.  In  the  corres- 
pondence is  the  letter  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Web- 
ster to  Mr.  Thompson,  our  minister  at  Mexico. 

Sheep  frozen  to  death  in  June!  We  alluded, 
the  other  day,  to  a  statement,  which  we  could  hardly 
credit,  made  to  us  of  the  death,  by  frost,  of  a  number 
of  sheep  in  Genesee  and  Livingston  counties.  The 
number  stated  as  having  thus  perished,  was  between 
4  and  500.  We  did  not  give  the  number,  because 
we  could  not  fully  credit  the  report.  We  have  since 
been  assured,  from  various  sources,  of  its  truth;  and 
the  Buffalo  Commercial,  in  alluding  to  it,  mentions 
the  fact,  that  one  farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city, 
lost  20  out  of  a  flock  of  200,  within  a  few  days,  from 
cold.  We  doubt  whether  the  past  furnishes  a  paral- 
lel to  this.  Five  hundred  sheep/ro:eii  to  death  in 
June!  We  might  defy  Greenland  or  Siberia  to  beat 
this!     But  America  is  a  great  country! 

[Rochester  Democrat. 

Temperance.  A  general  council  of  the  Chero- 
kees, have  passed  a  law,  that  all  spirituous  liquors 
found  at  any  time,  in  their  nation,  shall  be  poured  out 
on  the  ground. 

A  Sultan's  present.  A  splendid  Arabian  blood 
horse  was  brought  here  in  the  barque  Eliza,  arrived 
on  Thursday  from  Zanzibar,  as  a  present  from  the 
Sultan  of  Muscat,  to  David  Pingree,  esq.  of  this  ci- 
ty. Two  Arabs  were  likewise  sent  over  by  the  Sul- 
tan to  take  charge  of  the  steed,  and  they  attract  a 
great  deal  of  notice  vvhenever  they  appear  in  the 
street,  on  account  of  the  singular  and  picturesque 
style  .jf  their  native  costume.  [Sa/fin  Reg. 

G.  W.  Whistler.  Among  the  passengers  which 
sailed  from  Boston  in  the  Cunard  steamer  for  Liver- 
pool was  Major  Geo.  W.  Whistler,  late  engineer  of 
tlie  Massachusetts  Western  rail  road.  Major  W. 
goes  out  to  fulfil  the  responsible  appointment  which 
has  been  conferred  upon  him  by  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, of  superintending  the  construction  of  the  great 
rail  road  between  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow.  In 
giving  up  his  office  in  the  Massachusetts  road  he  re- 
linquished, we  learn,  a  salary  of  §6,000.  His  com- 
pensation in  Russia  is  said  to  be  three  times  that  sum, 
besides  liberal  allowances  otherwise. 

The  army  worm.  The  Western  Star,  published 
at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  states  that  this  destructive  woroi 
has  been  committing  its  ravages  in  several  neighuor- 
hoods  in  that  county  within  the  week  past.  iMany 
fields  of  wheat  have  been  badly  injured,  if  not,  as 
some  fear,  almost  totally  destroyed.  A  few  days  of 
warm  sun  would  probably  soon  rid  the  fields  of  the 
depredators. 

Flo.\ting  Glass  Works.  Amongst  the  'strange 
crafts  that  navigate  the  Ohio,  is  a  floating  glass 
work.  A  large  llat  boat  is  fitted  up  with  a  furnace 
tempering  oven,  and  the  usual  apparatus  proper  for 
such  an  establishment.  It  is  in  full  blast  every  night, 
melliiig  glass  ware,  which  is  retailed  all  alongshore, 
as  the  establishment  floats  down  stream.  It  hails 
from  Pittsburg,  and  is  owned  by  Ross  &  Co. 

[Buff.  Com. 
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THE  VETO  MESSAGE  from  President  Tyler, 
which  will  be  fbund  in  the  next  column,  is  a  measure 
the  ultimate  effects  of  which  it  would  be  exceeding- 
ly diffioull  to  predict.  Its  immediate  operation  is,  to 
allow  the  lowest  rale  of  duties  which  was  contem- 
plated by  the  compromise  act  of  1833,  to  go  into  im- 
mediate operation,  provided  the  president  is  right  in 
considering  himself  as  possessed  of  adequate  powers 
without  further  legislation  of  congress,  to  carry  out 
the  home  valuation  of  articles  hereafter  imported. — 
If  he  has  not  that  power,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
adequate  authority  for  assessing  any  legal  duties  upon 
imports  after  the  30th  of  June  past. 

In  either  case,  however,  the  influx  of  foreign  goods 
will  no  doubt  bo  immense,  and  the  prostration  of 
American  industry,  already  sufficiently  depressed, 
will  he  greatly  augmented — and  our  little  remaining 
financial  means  drained  from  us. 

Meantime  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  which  the  vetoed  bill  would  have  sus- 
pended, will  go  into  effect,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  existing  enactments. 

The  condition  of  the  public  treasury  under  these 
circumstances  will  become  still  more  embarrassed 
and  contribute  to  increase  the  general  financial  dif- 
ficulties under  which  the  people  of  this  country  have 
so  long  laboured. 

Add  to  this  a  most  unpleasant  posture  of  affairs 
growing  out  of  the  attitude  which  the  executive  is 
accused  of  having  in  this  measure  attempted  to  as- 
sume, of  controlling  the  legislative  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment in  a  department  which  it  was  supposed  the 
constitution  had  committed  more  particularly  to 
tliem  as  the  more  immediate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple. A  collision  of  departments  is  to  be  deprecated. 
Yet  each  must  be  confined  to  its  own  sphere,  or 
our  system  will  be  found  defective.  Temporary  dif- 
ficulties should  never  authorize  interpolation. 

This  subject  is  a  grave  one,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  congress  will  meet  it  with  calmness,  and  act 
with  due  deliberation. 

The  debate  upon  the  veto  message  was  resumed  in 
the  house  of  representatives  on  Friday,  (after  an  in- 
effectual attempt  by  Mr.  Roosevelt,  to  introduce  a 
bill,  to  obviate  as  he  thought,  the  difficulties  in  the 
existing  revenue  laws — which  the  house  refused  to 
consider,  ayes  91,  nays  112;)  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr,  Til- 
linghast,  of  Rhode  Island,  against  the  veto;  Mr. 
Profitt,  of  Indiana,  in  its  favor;  Mr.  Lane,  of  In- 
diana, in  opposition,  and  Mr.  Weller  in  its  favor. 

THE  TARIFF  now  in.  operation,  if  the  president  is 
right  in  supposing  as  his  veto  message  intimates,  that 
he  has  sufficient  authority  to  enforce  it,  reduces  the 
duties  below  what  they  were  on  the  30th  June,  in 
many  cases  for;y  to  fitly  per  cent.  Pig  iron  for  in- 
stance, which  prior  to  the  compromise  act  cost,  fo- 
reign valuation,  say  §15  per  ton,  paid  then  §10  duty, 
and  will  at  the  20  per  cent,  pay  §3  per  ton — being 
40  per  cent,  less  than  was  paid  up  to  {he  30th  June. 
Merchant  bar  iron  costs  $30  per  ton, — paid  before 
the  30th  June,  §13  20,— duty  now  $6— difference  35 
per  cent — and  so  on. 
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VETO  OF  THE  PROVISIONAL  REVENl'E 
BILL. 


On  Wednesday  last,. President  Tyler  returned  to 
the   house  of  representatives  in  which  it  had  origi- 
nated, the  provisional  tariff»bill,  with  the  following 
VETO  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  June  29,  1842. 
To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I  return  the  bill  which  originated  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  for  a  li- 
mited period  the  present  laws  for  laying  and  collect- 
ing duties  on  imports,"  with  the  following  objections: 

It  suspends,  in  other  words,  abrogates  for  the  time, 
the  provision  of  the  act  of  1S33,  commonly  called 
the  "compromise  act."  The  only  ground  on  which 
this  departure  from  the  solemn  adjustment  of  a  great 
and  agitating  question  seems  to  have  been  regarded 
as  expedient  is,  the  alledged  necessity  of  establish- 
ing, by  legislative  enactments,  rules  and  regulations 
for  assessing  the  duties  to  be  levied  on  imports,  after 
the  30th  June,  according  to  the  home  valuation;  and 
yet  the  bill  expressly  provides  that  "if  before  the  1st 
of  August  there  be  no  further'  legislation  upon  the 
subject,  the  laws  for  laying  and  collecting  duties 
shall  be  the  same  as  though  this  act  had  not  been 
passed,"  In  other  words,  that  the  act  of  1833,  im- 
perfect as  it  is  considered,  shall  in  that  case  continue 
to  be,  and  to  be  executed  under  such  rules  and  re- 
gulations as  previous  statutes  had  prescribed,  or  had 
enabled  the  executive  department  to  prescribe  for 
that  purpose,  leaving  the  supposed  chasm  in  the  re- 
venue laws  just  as  it  was  before. 

1  am  certainly  far  from  being  disposed  to  deny  that 
additional  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  very  desi- 
rable; on  the  contrary,  the  necessities  as  well  as 
difficulties  of  establishing  uniformity  in  the  appraise- 
ments to  be  made  in  conformity  with  the  true  inten- 
tion of  that  act  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  congress 
in  my  message  to  congress  at  the  opening  of  its  pre- 
sent session.  But,  however  sensible  I  may  be  of  the 
embarrassments  to  which  the  executive,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  aid  from  the  superior  wisdom  of  the  le- 
gislature, will  be  liable,  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
existing  laws,  I  have  not,  with  the  sincerest  wish  to 
acquiesce  in  its  expresed  will,  been  able  to  persuade 
myself  that  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  is  so  great 
as  to  justily  me  in  signing  the  bill  in  question,  with 
my  present  views  of  its  character  and  effects.  The 
existing  laws,  as  I  am  advised,  are  sufficient  to  au- 
thorise and  enable  the  collecting  officers,  under  the  | 
directions  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  levy 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  1833. 

That  act  was  passed  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
to  which  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  do  more 
than  barely  allude.  Whatever  may  be,  in  theory, 
its  character,  I  have  always  regarded  it  as  importing 
the  highest  moral  obligation.  It  has  now  existed  for 
nine  years,  unchanged  in  any  essential  particular, 
with  as  general  acquiescence,  it  is  believed,  of  the 
whole  country,  as  that  country  has  ever  manifested 
for  any  of  her  wisely  established  institutions.  It  has 
ensured  to  it  the  repose  which  always  flows  from 
timely,  wise,  and  moderate  counsels — a  repose  the 
more  striking  because  of  the  long  and  angry  agita- 
tions which  preceded  it.  This  salutary  law  pro- 
claims, in  express  terms,  the  principle  which.  While 
it  led  to  the  abandonment  of  a  scheme  of  indirect 
taxation  founded  on  a  false  basis,  and  pushed  to  dan- 
gerous excess,  justifies  any  enlargement  of  duties 
that  may  be  called  for  by  the  real  exigencies  of  the 
public  service.  It  provides  "that  duties  shall  be  laid 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  may  be 
necessary  to  an  economical  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment." It  is  therefore  in  the  power  of  congress 
to  lay  duties  as  high  as  its  discretion  may  dictate, 
for  the  necessary  uses  of  the  government,  without  in- 
fringing upon  the  objects  of  the  act  of  1833.  1  do 
not  doubt  that  the  exigencies  of  the  government  do 
require  an  increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties  above  20 
per  cent.,  and  I  as  little  doubt  that  congress  may, 
above  as  well  as  below  that  rate,  so  discriminate  as 
to  give  incidental  protection  to  manufacturing  in- 
dustry— thus  to  make  the  burdens  which  it  is  com- 
pelled to  impose  upon  the  people,  for  the  purposesof 
government,  productive  of  a  double  benefit.  This 
most  of  the  reasonable  opponents  of  protective  du- 
1  ties  seem  willing  to  concede;  and,  if  I  may  judge  from 


the  manifestations  of  public  opinion  in  all  quarters 
this  IS  all  that  the  manufacturing  interests  really  re- 
quire. I  am  happy  in  the  persuasion  that  this  double 
object  can  be  most  easily  and  effectually  accomplish- 
ed at  the  present  juncture,  without  any  departure 
from  the  spirit  and  principle  of  the  statute  in  ques- 
tion. The  manufacturing  classes  have  now  an  op- 
portunity, which  may  never  occur  again,  of  perma- 
nently identifying  their  interests  with  those  of  the 
whole  country,  and  making  them,  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  term,  a  national  concern.  The  moment  is 
propitious  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  country.  In 
the  introduction  of  harmony  among  all  its  parts  and 
all  its  several  interests.  The  same  rate  of  imposts, 
and  no  more,  as  will  most  surely  re-establish  the 
public  credit,  will  secure  to  the  manufacturer  all  the 
protection  he  ought  to  desire,  with  every  prospect 
of  permanence  and  stability  which  the  hearty  ac- 
quiescence of  the  whole  country,  on  a  reasonable 
system,  can  hold  out  to  him. 

But  of  this  universal  acquiescence,  and  the  har- 
mony and  confidence  and  the  many  other  benfits  that 
will  certainly  result  from  it,  I  regard  the  suspension 
of  the  law  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  as  an  indispensable  condition. 
This  measure  is,  in  my  judgment,  called  for  bv  a 
large  number,  if  not  a  great  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates;  by  the  state  of  the  public  cre- 
dit and  finances;  by  the  critical  posture  of  our  vari- 
ous foreign  relations;  and,  above  all,  by  that  most 
sacred  of  all  duties,  public  faith.  The  act  of  Sep- 
tember last,  which  provides  for  the  distribution,  cou- 
ples it  inseparably  with  the  condition  that  it  shall 
cease — first,  in  case  of  war;  second,  as  soon  and  so 
long  as  the  rate  of  duties  shall,  for  any  reason  what- 
ever, be  raised  above  20.  per  cent.  Nothing  can  be 
more  clear,  express,  or  imperative,  than  this  lan- 
guage. It  is  in  vain  to  allege  that  a  deficit  in  the 
treasury  was  known  to  exist,  and  that  means  were 
taken  to  supply  this  deficit  by  loan  when  the  act  was 
passed.  It  is.true  that  a  loan  was  authorized  at  the 
same  session,  during  which  the  distribution  law  was 
passed;  but  i)he  most  sanguine  of  the  friends  of  the 
two  measures  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  the  loan 
would  be  eagerly  sought  after  and  taken  up  by  capi- 
talists, and  speedily  reimbursed  by  a  country  "destin- 
ed, as  they  hoped, soon  to  enjoy  an  overflowing  prosr 
perity.  The  very  terms  of  the  loan,  making  it  re- 
deemable til  three  years,  demonstrates  this  beyond  all 
cavil. 

Who  at  the  time  foresaw  or  imagined  the  possi- 
bility of  the  present  real  state  of  things,  when  a  na- 
tion that  has  paid  off  her  whole  debt  since  the  last 
peace,  while  all  the  other  great  powers  have  been 
increasiog  theirs,  and  whose  resources,  already  so 
great,  are  yet  but  in  the  infancy  of  their  develop- 
ment, should  b»  compelled  to  haggle  in  the  money 
market  for  a  paltry  sum,  not  equal  to  one  year's  re- 
venue upon  her  economical  system.'  If  the  distribu- 
tion law  is  to  be  indefinitely  suspended,  according 
not  only  to  its  own  terms,  byt  by  universal  consent, 
in  the  case  of  war;  wherein,  are  the  actual  exigen- 
cies of  the  country,  or  th^,  moral  obligation  to  pro- 
Tide  for  them,  less  under  present  circumstances  than 
they  could  be,  were  we  actually  ^n^olved  in  war? 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  tjje  indispensable  duty  of  all 
concerned  in  the  admiatslralion  of  public  affairs  to 
see  that  a  state  of  things  so  (lumiliating  and  so  perilous 
should  not  last  a  moment  lo;iger  than  is  absolutely 
unavoidable.  Much  less  excusable  should  we  be  in 
parting  with  any  portion  of  our  available  means,  at 
least  until  the  demands  of  the  treasury  are  fully  sup- 
plied. But,  besides  the  urgency  of  such  considera- 
tions, the  fact  is  undeniable  that  the  distribution  act 
could  not  have  become  a  lav?  without  the  guaranty 
in  the  proviso  of  the  act  itself, 

This  connection,  thus  meant  to  be  inseparable,  is 
severed  by  the  bill  presented  to  me.  The  bill  vio- 
lates the  principle  of  the  acts  of  1C33,  and  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  by  suspending  the  flrst,  and  rendering,  for 
a  time,  the  last  inoperative.  Duties  above  20  per 
cent,  are  proposed  to  be  levied,  and  yet  the  proviso 
in  the  distribution  act  is  disregarded.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sales  are  to  be  distributed  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust; so  that,  while  the  duties  proposed  to  be  enact- 
ed exceed  20  per  cent,  no  suspension  of  the  distribu- 
tion to  the  states  is  permitted  to  take  place.  To 
abandon  the  principle  for  a  month  is  to  open  the  way 
for  its  total  abandonment.  If  such  is  not  meant,  why 
postpone  at  all?    Why  not  let  the  distribution,  take 
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nlirp  on  the  Ist  of  Julv  if  the  law  so  directs?  country.  This  act  alone  was  sufficient  to  deliver!  spect  of  the  chief  magistrate,  but  of  his  message  he 
Fwhich  however  is  re-arded  as  questionable.)  But  down  his  name  to  the  admiration  of  succeedin=;aies.  must  speak  with  plainness.  What  was  the  aw  which 
Ihv  not  hive  lim'ited  the  provision  to  that  effect'  Is  Let  his  subseqiienlconduct  he  what  it  might,  this  deed  that  messaze  vetoed.>  It  authorised  Ihc  collection  of 
"^  "^  '         ^  I  see  no    was  in  itself,  enouph  to  show  that  there  was  spirit,    duties  for  a  single  month  as  Ihej  were  levied  on  the 

the  ;  first  of  January  last,  to  allow  time  for  Ihe  considera- 


vhy  not 
it  for  the  accommodation  of  th 


reasoi  to  believe  that  the  treasury  willbe  in  better  there  was  energy,  that  there  was  intellect  in  the;  first  of  January  last,  to  allow  time  lor  Ihe  considera- 
condition  to  meet  the  payment  on  the  Ut  of  August ,  chief  magistrate  which  entitled  him  to  the  respect ,  tion  of  a  permanent  revenue^  for  the  country;  it 
conaiuon  10  raeei  I      p  j  =         of  all  men.     It  was  one  of  the  most  daring  measures    postponed  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 

The  bill  assumes  that   a  distribution   of  the  pro-    the  world  had  ever  witnessed,  and  as  noble  as  it  was    lie  lands   tilj  the  month  should  expire^,  and  congress 

of  the  public  lands  is,  by  existing  lav/s,  to  be  .daring.     It  said  to  a  great  and   formidable  party,  in         "      -      -'  — 

on  the  first  day  of  July,  1842,  notwithstanding   all  the  strength  of  an  irresponsible  and  reckless  ma- 


could  provide  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  exhaus- 
ted  treasury.     But  what  would   be  the  effect  of  the 


ous  and  dangerous;  as  it  would  divert  from  the  trea-  .responsibilities  around  him  which  c( 
sury  a  fund  sacredly  pledged  for  the  general  pur-  ;  on  the   head  of  a  great  people,  thi 


h  could  accumulate  ;  would,  in  fact,  take  place  the  day  after  to-morrow. 
^_.  J...,  the  president  had  ;  That  would  be  the  practical  operation  of  this  paper, 
^os'ps  of  the  Eovernment,  in  the  event  of  a  'rate  |  boldly  thrown  himself  into  a'position  where  he  must  j  When  congress  had  postponed  the  distribution  for  a 
Sf  duty  above  twenty  per  cent,  being  found  necessa-  I  stand  or  fall  with  the  consequences  of  one  bold  deed,  month,  did  it  not  appear  like  pretence  in  the  chief 
rv  for  an  economical  administration  of  the  govern-  Should  the  madness  of  party  carry  such  a  bill  again,  magistrate  to  say  that  he  was  forced  to  veto  the  bill 
ry  lor  an  ei.uii  a  j  .^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  _^^^.^^^     ^^.^  ^1^^^^^   ^^^^  ^^^^^    ^^^^  congress,  to  prevent  the  distribution,  which  his 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  designed  only  as  a  '  in  the  head  and  forefront  of  the  battle  for  the  insti- '  veto,  and  that  alone,  would  cause  to  take  place? 
temnorarv  measure;  and  thus  a  temporary  measure,  ■  tutions  of  his  country,  and  there  the  people  would  Congress  had  been  willing  to  prevent  the  distribu- 
n3  merely  ^or  the  convenience  of  congress,  is  sustain  him.  They  well  knew  that  the  contest  in  |  tion,  but  the  president,  by  one  and  the  same  blow, 
msdp  to  affect  the  vital  principle  of  an  important  i  which  he  was  contending  was  a  contest  between  reck- j  cut  down  the  revenue  at  a  moment  when  his  secre- 
pct  If  the  nroviso  of  the  act  of  September,  1841, 1  less  legislation  and  our  sacred  free  institutions;  and  ,  tary  could  scarce  obtain  a  loan  on  any  terms  and  in 
can  he  susnended  for  the  whole  period  of  a  tempo- |  they  would  act  as  they  had  always  acted  towards !  addition  to  this  distributed  the  mcome  from  the  pub-. ^ 
rary  law  why  not  for  the  whole  period  of  a  perma- !  those  who  defended  them.  Mr.  H.  trusted  the  con-  j  lie  domain!  In  two  days  the  distribution  must  take  , 
nent  law*    Tn  fact  a  doubt  may  be  well  entertained,   sideration  of  the  message  would  not  be  postponed;  he   place.  _ 

pccnrriin-  to  strict  legal  rules,  whether  the  condi-  trusted  the  bill  would  be  rescued  from  the  hands  of  |  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  jioy 
Tion  having  been  thus  expressly  suspended  by  this  1  men  who  were  willing  to  peril  every  thing  for  the  '  with  which  the  veto  had  been  hailed  on  the  other 
bill   and  rendered   inapplicable  to  a  case  where  it   sake  of  a  division  of  the  spoils.  -side   of  the  house    or  at   th"  joyful   countenances 

would  otherwise  have  clearly  applied,  will  not  be  Mr.  Granger  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  called  which  were  arrayed  there;  probably  this  act  was  but 
considered  as  ever  after  satisfied  and   gone.     With- 1  upon   the   members  of  the   legislature   to  maintain   the  consummation   of  a  treaty  which  had  been  long 

......    T    their  ground   against  the    extraordinary  assumption    unilerstood  as  in  process  ot  negoti.Ttion.     Ifthiswas 

of  execu'ive  authority  developed  in  the  veto  mes-lhe  ratification  of  such  treaty,  Mr.  F.  gave  gentle- 
sage,  and  in  support  o'f  the  manufacturing  interest  as  :  men  much  joy  on  the  happy  event.  He  should  shed 
well  as  the  distribution.  He  trusted  in  God  that  the  no  tears  that  the  administration  had  passed  into  its 
party  which  had  long  fought  for  those  principles  appropriate  place.  This,  however,  was  a  matter  he 
would  now  maintain  them.  i  should    not  discuss  now;  he  should  desire  the  mes- 

Mr.  Saltonstall  followed,  deploring  that  the  de- 1  sa.ge  might  be  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow  and  be 
bate  had   been   prematurely  entered   upon,  but  con-,  printed. 

tending  slrenuous'y  against  this  unprecedented  exer-j      m,..  p.  said  he  was  free  to  confess  that  we  were 

eise  of  veto  power,  upon   which   he  commented  at   no,v  in  n  crisis  which  would  shake  this  Union  to  its 

considerable  length.  I  centre.     Time  would   determine  who   would   yield 

This  veto  went  on  the  naked   principle  of  expeJi-   a^j  ,yho  was  right;  whether  the  president  would  or 


out  expressing  any  decided  opinion  on  this  point,  1 
see  enough  in  it  to  justify  me  in  adhering  to  the  law 
as  it  stands,  in  preference  to  subjecting  a  condition  so 
vitally  affecting  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  so  so- 
lemnly enacted  at  a  momentous  crisis,  and  so  stead- 
fastly adhered  to  ever  since,  and  so  replete,  if  adher- 
ed to,  with  good  to  every  interest  of  the  country,  to 
doubtful  or  captious  interpretation. 

In  discharging  the  high  duties  thus  imposed  on  me 
by  the  constHution,  I  repeat  to  the  house  my  entire 
willingness  to  co-operate  in  all  financial  measures, 
constiUitional  and  proper,  which  in  its  wisdom  it  may 


judge  necessary  and  proper  to  re-establish  the  credit  ency  alone.  It  proceeded  on  the  president's  per-  would  not  allow  the  representatives  of  the  people  to 
of  the  government.  I  believe  that  the  froeeeds  ofjsonal  views  of  expediency,  in  direct  opposition  to  provide  a  revenue  in  the  v/ay  they  might  think  best 
the  sales  of  the  public  lauds  being  restored  to  the  those  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  and  oj  the  for  the  country,  provided  they  were  guilty  of  no  vio- 
treasury,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  proviso  of  states.  And  at  what  a  time  had  it  been  put  forth?  jation  of  the  constitution.  The  president  had  now 
the  act  o'f  s'eptember,  1841,  being  permitted  to  re-  What  would  be  the  situation  of  the  country?  This  told  them,  in  substance,  that  he  had  taken  the  power 
main  in  full  force,  a  tariff  of  duties  may  easily  be  |  was  the  29th  of  June:  every  body  knew  that,  after  to-  into  his  own  hands;  and  although  the  highest  finan- 
ad'justed,  which,  while  it  will  yield  a  revenue  sufti-  >  morrow,  the  duties  on  imports  would  fall  to  twenty  p\^\  officer  of  the  government  declared  it  as  his  opi- 
cient  to  maintain  the  government  in  vigor,  by  restor-  per  cent,  to  be  reckoned  on  a  home  valuation.  The  ^ion,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  duties  could 
ing  its  credit,  will  atford  ample  protection,  and  in- 1  president  declared  that  no  difficulty  would  result:  be  collectsd  which  congress  had  provided  bylaw, 
fuse  a  new  life  into  all  our  manufacturing  establish-  j  the  collection  could  proceed  at  once  under  executive  j^e  president  told  the  house  that  any  further  lav/  was  { 
ments.  The  condition  of  the  country  calls  for  such  |  instructions,  and  he  would  promulgate  a  set  of  regu-  unnecessary;  that  he  had  power  enough  in  his  own 
and  it  will  afibrd  me  the  most  sincere  j  lations  that  should  meet  the  case  and  remove  all  dif-  hands,  and  he  should  use  it;  that  he  had  authorised 
JOHN  TYLER.  ficiilty;  and  this,  when  (he  compromise  act  itself  de- i  the  revenue  ofiicers  to  do  all  that  was  necessary, 
elared  that  the  regulations  for  the  home  valuation  This  then  would  be  in  fact  the  question  before  tho 
were  to  be  prescribed  bt  law.  The  president,  by  '  country:  whether  congress  should  legislate  for  tho 
his  mere  executive  authority,  was  to  prescribe  the  people' of  this  country  or  the  executive? 
regulations  to  govern  every  custom-house  from  East- '  j,,^  Cushing,  advocated  the  veto  power  and  this 
port  to  iVcw  Orleans.  '  


legislati 

pleasure  to  co-operate  in  iL 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Joiixso^j  obtained  the  floor,  hut  was 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Cusnisc  who  demanded  that  ac- 
cording to  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  the  message 
should  be  entered  upon  the  journal,  which  the  spea- 
ker accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  announce  his  determination  to 
bring  forward  a  project,  to  which  he  had  before  al 
luded,  of  the  general  government's  assuming  the 
state  debts  and  pledging  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lauds  for  payment.  He  moved  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  message  be  postponed  till  to-morrow  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  under  strong 
apparent  agitation.  After  bursting  into  warm  con- 
gratulations on  the  message,  he  went  on  to  observe 
that  there  were  some  junctures  in  the  history  of  a 
nation  where,  amidst  the  conflict  of  contending  par- 
ties and  the  struggle  of  opposing  interests,  the  ener- 
gy of  one  man  might  soriietimes  redeem  and  save  his 
country.  He  had  been  silently  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  and  witnessing  with  pain  the  down- 
ward progress  of  our  public  alfairs:  and  never  in  his 
life  had  he  felt  a  moment  of  such  spontaneous  heart- 
felt thanksgiving  to  Heaven  as  he  did  at  this  mo- 
ment. This  veto  had  come  in  like  an  interposing 
being  from  above  to  check  the  madness  of  the  house's 
career,  when  it  had  undertaken  to  violate  the  great 
and  sacied  compact  between  the  successful  industry 
of  the  north  and  the  sinking  and  almost  expiring  in- 
dustry of  the  south.  During  nine  long  years  the 
benefits  of  that  compact  had  resulted  exclusively  to 
tiie  advantage  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  only: 
and  now,  just  when  the  cup  was  passing  to  the  re- 
freshment of  the  parched  and  expectant  lips  of  the 
other  party,  it  was  to  be  rudely  dashed  away,  and 
the  consummation  of  the  act  was  to  be  refused, 
which  had  rescued  the  country  from  impending  civil 
war. 

It  was  at  such  a  moment  that  the  period  of  history 
would  exhibit  the  president  as  having  the  energy  and 
boldness  to  throw  himself  between  an  act  of  rash 
and  ruthless  legislation  and  the  institutions  of  his 


,    .     ,  .        ,,  .,     ,   exercise  of  it  at   considerable    length  and   insisted 

Mr.  S.  did  not  know  what  advLser  the  president  on  the  proceeds  of  the  land  going  into  the  Ireasu- 
ight  have  had;  but  Mr.  S.  had  looked  into  the  sub-  ^^  ^^  ^.^ ^  „,g  ^^^^^.  ^f  j,,^  ,,0^5^  ,0  retract.  He  ap- 
peared to  admit  that  the  revenue  could  not  be  col- 
lected-without  further  legislation,  but  insisted  that  it 
was  the  immediate  duty  of  the  legislature  to  pass 
such  laws  as  the  occasion  required.  The  responsi- 
bility was   with  them.     The  question   was  between 


ject,  and  was  ready  to  give  it  as  the  opinion  of  a  pri 
vate  indiviilual  that  the  duties  cnuld  not  be  cntlecled: 
and  should  the  attempt  be  made  under  the  executive 
prescription,  it  would  give  rise  to  t  lousands  of  law- 
suits.    Unless  congress  should  establish  a  system  of 


regulations  he  repeated  it,  no  duties  could  be  col-  the  house  ai#  the  people  not  between  the  house  and 
lected.  Well  might  the  gentleman  from  South  Car-  ^^^  president  It  was  whether  the  government 
olina,  (Mr.  Holmes,)  say  that  the  president  had  act-  ,|,o„id  be  brought  to  a  stand  by  the  refusal  of  the 
ed  with  boldness;  ,t  was  bold  indeed.  The  gentle-  j^^^^^^  ^f  represintalives  to  perform  its  duly, 
man  said  that  the  president  had  thro.wn  htmsclf  be- j  j,|.  Briggs  obtained  the  floor— the  motion  to 
tween  the  legislation  of  congress  and  the  iiistitulions  I  .^j;^.^^  adopted,  and  it  being  late,  the  house  ad- 
of  his  country!  And  had  it  come  to  this,  that  the  ■  ,  „  1 
people  were  to  look  to  the  president  of  the  U.  States  ^ 


t  their  own  representat 
The  president  talked  about  his  secretary  having 
to  higgle  in  the  money  market  for  one  petty  loan; 
but  unless  he  had  some  unknown  and  abundant  sup- 
ply of  money,  Mr.  S.  did  not  see  how  the  govern- 
ment was  to  proceed  a  step.  He  had  duringthe  last 
five  or  six  months  given  diligent  attention  to  these 
subjects;  and  he  again  stated  it  as  his  opinion  that 
unl  


FORBIGSf    ARTICI.KS. 


SOUTH  AMERICA. 
The  Montevideo  papers  of  the  25th  of  April  state 
that  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  citizens  from  Bue- 
nos Ayres  had  arrived  in  that  city.     The  accounU  of 
the  assassinations  perpetrated  there  under  authority 
ongress  should   publish  a  system  of  regiila-jof  Governor  Rcsas  are  horrible  in  the  extreme. — 


tionslbr  the  collection  and  home  valuation,  after  the  !  Hundreds  of  citizens  and  many  women  of  elevated 
30lh  of  June  not  a  farthing  of  duly  could  be  collect- '  rank  had  perished  by  the  knife  and  the  dagger.     So 


ed.  We  should  have  free  trade  with  a  vengeance 
AH  the  products  of  the  world  would  come  into  our 
ports  free  of  duty;  he  hoped  if  they  were  seized  by 
the  officers  of  government  there  would  be  law 
enough  left  to  have  them  replevied  by  their  owners. 
Mr.  Fillmore  followed.  On  what  principle  was 
this  veto  based?  The  president  could  not  consent 
that  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  should  cease  for  a  single  day.  Now,  although 
that  was  the  profession,  yet  it  appeared  to  have  been 
but  a  pretence.     Mr.  F.  wished  to  speak  with  all  re- 


3,...'ral  had  the  murders  been,  that,  except  for  an 
order  of  Rosas  forbidding  the  wearing  of  mourning,, 
the  greater  portion  of  the  people  would  have  appear- 
ed in  weeds  for  the  death  of  some  relati^ve.  After 
the  executions,  without  trial  or  any  form  of  con- 
demnation, the  bodies  of  the  victims  wore  hurried 
to  the  cemeteries,  accompanied  by  a  rabble  shouting, 
fiddling  and  singing.  One  of  the  official  assassins 
came  to  the  British  minister  and  roughly  asked  him 
who  he  was.  On  learning  the  minister's  position,  the 
fellow  retired,  after  significantly  making  a  sign  of 
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cutting  his  throat.  The  minister  then  proceeded  to 
the  house  of  Rosas,  and,  with  difficulty,  obtained  an 
intfrview.  He  indignantly  informed  the  governor  of 
what  had  passed,  and  boldly  charged  his  excellency 
wi'.li  a  knowledge  of  the  transaction  with  a  sanction 
of  all  that  had  passed.  This  interview  resulted  in 
a  circular  to  tlie  police,  in  which  that  body  was  in- 
formed by  Rosas  that**popular  indignation  had  sated, 
and  that  he,  the  governor,  would  hold  them  respon- 
sible for  any  more  street  assassinations."  It  is  sup^ 
posed,  however,  thai  the  suspension  of  the  butcheries 
is  only  to  induce  proscribed  persons  to  shov/  them- 
si  Ivps.  The  band  which  takes  an  active  part  in 
tlirse  atrocities  is  called  the  Sociedad  del  Sosiego 
Publico. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Rear-admiral  sir  Charles  Adam  returned  from  the 
Havana  in  the  "Illustrious"  on  Wednesday  last,  for 
the  purpose  of  acting,  in  conjunction  with  H.  M. 
Superintendent,  in  bringing  the  long  pending  claims 
against  Central  America  to  a  conclusion. 

We  trust  that  the  steps  now  taking  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  outrages  practised  on  British  subjects,  will 
effectually  put  a  stop  to  the  exactions  and  violence 
which  have  not  been  unfrequently  practised  by  the 
authorities  of  the  neighboring  states.  It  appears 
that  they  are  now  beginning  to  torture  and  spoliate 
one  another,  as  the  horrible  details  of  the  advertise- 
ment by  the  late  custom  house  officer  at  Izabal  shows. 

W^e  learn  that  the  United  States  sloop-of-war, 
which  was  sent  by  the  president  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  robbery  committed  by  Quixano 
on  the  brig  "Galen,"  had  some  time  since  arrived  at 
San  John's  river.  The  commander  having  ascertained 
the  facts  of  the  case,  landed  a  party  of  sailors  and 
marines,  took  possession  of,  and  puton  board  his  ship, 
the  best  goods  in  the  custom  house,  and  demanded  a 
sum  of  money,  which  not  being  immediately  paid,  he 
said  he  would  take  a  shortcruise  and  call  for  it  again 
in  a  fortnight,  wlien  if  not  paid  down  he  would  have 
recourse  to  other  steps.     [Honduras  Gaz.  of  May  21.  ■ 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Blanco,  the  consignee,  for 
a  "Gaceta  Official,"  of  Guatemala,  published  on  the 
17th  of  May,  from  which  we  learn  that  Senor  Lopez 
has  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  state,  and  that 
Senor  Rivera  Paz  has  been  chosen  to  succeed  him. 
Gen.  Carrera  was  nomiuated  but  declined.  The 
new  president  took  the  oath  of  office  on  the  14th. 

A  despatch  from  Nicaragua  is  published  in  this 
Gaceta,  announcing  the  surrender  of  General  Villa- 
Benor,  commander-in-chief  of  the  national  forces  in 
Costa  Rica,  with  all  his  troops  to  General  Morazan, 
by  a  capitulation  entered  into  on  the  13th  of  April, 
without  striking  a  blow  or  making  any  attempt  at 
resistance.  The  two  armies  fraternized,  and  Morazan 
was  preparing  to  advance  upon  Guatemala.  This 
movement  probably  was  the  cause  of  the  resignation 
of  president  Lopez.  Vigorous  efforts  were  in  pro- 
gress at  Guatemala  to  encounter  the  invader. 

V/e  learn  from  Captain  Howe,  that  there  were  at 
Belize,  besides  the  Illustrious,  a  sloop-of-war,  a  brig, 
a  schooner  and  a  steamship,  all  under  the  command 
oi* sir  Charles  Adam.  [JVeiy  i'orft:  Cominerclal. 

FOREIGN   ITEMS. 

Mr.  Wheaton,  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Berlin,  has  been  elected  a  corresponding  member  of 
the  Academy  of  Moral  and  Political  Sciences  in  the 
institute  of  France. 

The  emperor  of  Austria  has  ordered  that  a  monu- 
ment to  Titian  shall  be  erected  at  Venice,  at  a  cost 
to  the  stale  of  230,000  florins,  (the  florin  is  21>-.  60c.) 
in  the  church  in  which  the  statue  of  Canova  is  placed. 

A  letter  from  Malta,  May  15th,  says:  "Sir  H.  F. 
Bouveries  has  been  kind  enough  to  become  president 
of  an  mixiliary  associnlion  of  the  London  anti-slavery 
society  in  Malta,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  in  the  Levant.  The  friends  of  this  sacred 
cause  now  only  wait  for  the  necessary  regulations, 
&c.  from  the  secretary  of  liie  London  society.  It  is 
painful  to  ihink  that  the  traffic  of  slaves  still  conti- 
nues with  frequency  between  the  port  of  Tripoli  and 
Constantinople.  'What  are  the  five  powers  about  at 
the  Porte?  Is  the  slave  trade  no  crime  in  the  Medi- 
terranean? 

The  Jijonileur  announces  that  the  minister  of  war 
has  instituted  a  commission,  at  the  head  of  which  is 
M.  Amedee  Jaubert,  peer  of  France  and  member  of 
the  iiislitue,  charged  to  prepare  a  grammar  and  a 
dictionary  of  the  Berber  or  Ivabyle  language,  one  of 
most  prevailing  dialects  in  Algeria. 

'N-ITIONAL    AFFAIKS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

ET  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

James  M.  McLean,  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sales  at  Palestine,  in 
the  state  of  Illinois,  vice  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  resigned. 


THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL    ORDERS,  NO.  37. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj't  genVs  office. 

Waskington,  June  25,  1842. 

After  a  brief  interval,  it  has  become  the  painful 
duty  of  the  general-in-chief  to  announce  to  the  army 
the'  death  of  another  of  its  most  valued  and  distin- 
guished members. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Atkinson  departed  this 
life  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  near  St.  Louis,  the  14th 
instant  at  the  end  of  a  long  career  of  usefulness  and 
honor. 

The  deceased  entered  the  army  in  1808,  in  con- 
templation of  the  war  with  Great  Britain  that  fol- 
lowed, and  in  which  he  served  with  zeal  and  credit,  i 
By  the  mere  force  of  merit  he  became  a  general 
officer  in  1320,  in  which  capacity  he  was  often  em- 
ployed on  special  missions  requiring  enterprise,  skill,  ■ 
gallantry,  and  judgment,  and  always  with  perfect! 
success.  In  the  Black-Hawk  tear  his  fine  qualities  as 
a  commander  were  strikingly  displayed,  as  well  in 
the  final  battle  as  in  all  the  previous  arrangements 
and  operations.  ] 

The  eminence  here  briefly  sketched,  had  for  its  ; 
foundation  every  virtue  of  the  good  citizen,  high  pa- 
triotism, integrity,  honor,  manliness,  and  devotion  to 
the  political  institutions  of  his  country. 

The  loss  of  so  much  public  and  private  worth  can- 
not fail  to  be  long  mourned  by  the  whole  army. 

As  appropriate  military  honors  to  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  each  separate  post  within  his  late  geo- 
graphical department  will  fire  minute-guns,  and  also 
display  at  half  staff  the  national  flag  from  meridian 
to  sundown  on  the  day  next  after  the  receipt  of  this 
order. 

The  usual  badge  of  mourning  has  no  doubt  alrea- 
dy been  adopted  by  the  troops  late  under  the  com-  | 
mand  of  the  deceased.  ■ 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen.      1 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott:  ] 

Doctor  Alfred  W.  Elwes,  late  of  the  U.  S.  me- 
dical department,  died  at  Pilatka,  (E.  F.)  on  the 
12th  instant,  of  congestive  fever,  after  an  illness  of, 
four  days. 

We  learn  that  no  new  Indian  signs  had  been  seen, 
and  there  was  no  news  of  Indians.  | 

STEAMERS  BETWEEN  NEW  YORK  AND 
HAVRE.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitted 
to  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  24th  ult.  en- 
closin<'  a  communication  from  the  minister  of  France 
to  the  secretary  of  slate  upon  the  subject  of  a  '"je  of 
steam  vessels  between  the  ports  of  Havana  and  N. ; 
York:  I 

Washington,  June  24,  1842.  I 
To  the  hovse  of  representalines  of  the  United  Statts:  \ 

I  transmit  herewith,  to  the  house  of  representa- ! 
fives,  the  translation  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  mi- 
nister of  France  at  Washington,  to  the  secretary  of ; 
state  of  the  United  States,  and  a  copy  of  the  answer 
"iven  thereto  by  my  direction,  and  mvite  to  the  sub- 1 
ject  of  the  minister's  letter  all  the  consideration  due 
to  its  importance,  and  to  a  proposition  originating  m 
a  desire  to  promote  mutual  convenience,  and  ema- 
nating from  n  government  with  which  it  is  both  our 
interest  and  our  desire  to  maintain  the  most  amica- 
ble relations.  JOHNTiLLR. 

[translation.] 

ITashington,  June  20,  1S42. 
Sm:  The  government  of  his  majesty  the  king  of 
the  French,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  communi- 
cations between  France  and  the  United  Stales,  and 
of  rendering  them  as  rapid  as  possible,  has  project- 
ed the  establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers  between 
Havre  and  New  York.  His  intention  is  to  provide 
for  the  organization  of  this  line  by  means  of  steann- 
ers  belonging  to  the  royal  navy,  either  by  temporarily 
detaching  on  that  service  some  vessels  belonging  to 
the  fleet,  or  by  having  new  ones  built.  He  has, 
however,  conceived  that  this  line  might  be  put  in 
operation  much  sooner,  and  be  organized  in  a  manner 
more  durable  and  more  comfortable  with  the  inte- 
rests as  well  as  with  the  dignity  of  both  countries,  if 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would  take 
part  in  the  arrangement.  Two  or  three  steamers  of 
450  horse  power  employed  by  each  government  in 
communications  between  France  and  the  U.  States,^ 
mi»-ht  be  sufficient  for  a  weekly  line;  the  question  of 
letTer  carriage  might  be  arranged  in  common,  ac- 
cording to  a  liberal  system;  llie  rates  of  passage 
mi"-ht  be  fixed  so  as  to  laciiitate  travelling;  the  car- 
nage of  goods  might  be  left  to  the  mercantile  ma- 
rine or  re"-ulated  by  common  consent,  within  limits 
proper  to  reconcile  the  interests  of  commerce  with 
those  of  private  shippers. 


I  have  the  honor  to  make  to  you  this  communica- 
tion of  the  views  of  the  government  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  French  on  this  subject,  and  to  re- 
quest you  to  make  them  known  to  his  excellency  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  who  will  perhaps 
think  proper  to  submit  them  to  congress. 

1  embrace  this  opportunity,  sir,  to  assure  you  of 
my  high  consideration.  AD.  DE  BACOURT. 

Hon.  Daniel  Jl'ebster,  sea'etary  of  state. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  .hme  22,  1842. 

Sir:  The  letter  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  20th 
instant,  inviting  the  concurrence  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  with  that  of  France  in  a  plan 
for  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  line  of  steam  ves- 
sels between  the  ports  of  Havre  and  New  York,  has 
been  received,  and  has  been  laid  before  the  president, 
in  pursuance  of  your  request. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  not  been 
insensible  to  those  important  changes  in  national  in- 
tercourse which  have  already  been  produced  by  the 
use  of  steam  upon  the  ocean,  nor  to  others  which 
seem  to  be  in  progress.  It  fervently  cherishes  the 
hope  that  these  highly  improved  modes  of  communi- 
cation may  have  the  effect  of  consolidating  the  peace 
and  increasing  the  prosperity  of  commercial  states. 
It  has,  however,  hilherto  limited  its  construction  of 
steamboats  to  such  as  are  destined  for  military  pur- 
poses; but  I  am  directed  by  the  president  to  say  that 
your  communication  shall  he  respectfully  submitted 
to  congress  for  its  consideration,  and  for  such  pro- 
ceeding as  it  may  see  fit  to  adopt  thereon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
your  obedient  servant,  DAN.  WEBSTER. 

Mr.  M.  De  Bacourt,  S(c. 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE.  Sir:  A  full  length 
portrait  of  Mon.  Guizot,  prime  minister  of  France 
and  biographer  of  Washington,  executed  by  Mr. 
Healey,  an  American  artist,  upon  subscription  of  cei-- 
tain  citizens  resident  in  Paris,  has  been  consigned  to 
my  care,  with  a  request  that  I  would  give  it  a  place 
in  some  one  of  the  public  buildings  of  this  capital. — 
After  full  consideration  of  the  best  disposition  to  be 
made  of  it,  as  well  in  honor  of  the  distinguished 
statesman  and  man  of  letters  whose  person  and  fea- 
tures it  is  said  most  accurately  to  delineate,  as  fully 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  \vho  have  made  me 
its  repository,  I  have  concluded  to  tender  it,  through 
you,  to  the  National  Institute. 

May  I  ask,  sir,  that  you  will  take  measures  to  give 
the  portrait  such  place  in  the  Institute  as  may  e.xbi- 
bit  it  to  the  best  advantage,  and  thereby  gratify  the 
wishes  of  many  of  our  feflow  citizens  whose  desire  it 
is  to  see  it. 

I  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that,  as  a  work  of 
art,  apart  from  the  high  consideration  in  which  the 
original  is  justly  held,  it  may  favorably  be  compared 
with  any  similar  work  to  be  found  in  the  United 
Stales. 

1  tender  to  you,  sir,  assurances  of  my  high  consi- 
deration and  respect,  JOHN  TYLER, 
Hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  pi-esldent  .Valional  Institute. 
Wasldngton,  June  21, 1841. 

Washington,  June  22,  1842. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackiiowledge-lhc  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  tendering,  through 
me,  to  the  National  Institute,  Mr.  Healey's  picture  of 
Mon.  Guizot,  prime  minister  of  France  and  the  bio- 
grapher of  VVashington. 

The  Institute,  fully  appreciating  the  merit  of  this 
painting,  acknowledges  its  high  obligation  to  you  for 
this  valuable  addition  to  its  collection,  and  I  beg  to 
ass. ire  you,  sir,  that  it  v/ill  take  pleasure  in  exhibit- 
ing, to  the  best  advantage,  the  portrait  of  a  manes- 
teemed  by  the  American  people  equally  for  his  emi- 
nent talents  as  a  statesman,  and  his  distinguished  abi- 
lity and  impartiality  as  an  historian. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considera- 
tion and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  R.  POINSETT, 
President  .Wdionat  Institute. 

John  T^i.er,  president  of  the  United  States. 

RUMORS    RESPECTING   THE  CABINET 

For  ten  days  past  the  country  has  been  filled  with  ru- 
mors of  divisions  in  the  cabinet,  and  of  preparations 
making  by  the  president  to  change  his  constitutional 
advisers  in  the  executive  department. 

These  rumors  have  been  put  forth  with  such  a  pa- 
rade of  circumstance,  and  with  such  specific  designa- 
tions of  changes,  as  to  give  them  some  degree  of 
plausibility — more  especially  as  they  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  that  lower  order  of  the  press,  the 
very  character  of  which  throws  a  shade  of  doubt  over 
nearly  all  it  says. 
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Tha  public  ought,  however,  to  bear  in  mind  that 
rumors  of  this  character  are  not  new.  Tliey  have 
been  indulged  from  time  to  time  bj'  the  extremes  of 
both  the  great  political  partiesdividingthecouiilry — 
now  unhappily  united  in  opposition  to  the  president 
for  many  months  past. 

Why  it  is  done,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture.  It 
has  often  been  considered  the  most  effective  mode  of 
opposition  to  attack  in  this  way,  in  the  hope  that  the 
prediction,  oft-repeated,  may  in  the  end  have  the  ef- 
fect so  much  desired  by  those  who  give  it  utterance. 

It  will  not  be  so  in  the  present  instance;  and  we 
now  distinctly  inform  our  whig  friends — those  who 
are  connected  with  the  press,  and  those  who  are  not 
— in  this  city  and  elsewhere — those  whose  wishes 
have  been  father  to  the  thought,  and  those  who  yet 
love  their  country  more  than  they  do  this  or  that  par- 
ty— that  the  rumors  of  a  cabinet  dissolution,  now  in 
such  brisk  circulation,  are  utterly  false. 

We  make  the  declaration  explicitly.  No  cause 
for  disagreement  upon  any  essential  point  exists  in 
the  cabinet,  and  the  president  has  not  entertained  the 
remotest  idea  of  the  changes  that  have  been  indicat- 
ed, or  of  disturbing  in  any  manner  the  existing  rela- 
tions between  himself  and  his  constitutional  advisers. 
This  declaration  is  not  put  forth  lightly. 

[A*,  y.  Commei'Halj  June  24. 

OREGON.  Importan't  expedition.  Lieutenant 
Fremont,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers, 
left  here,  under  orders  from  the  war  department, 
about  ten  days  ago,  with  a  party  of  twenty  men  on  a 
tour  to  the  Rocky  mountains.  The  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition is  an  examination  of  the  country  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Kanzas  and  the  head  waters  of  the 
great  river  Platte,  including  the  navigable  parts  of 
both  these  rivers,  and  of  what  is  called  the  Southern 
Pass  in  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  the  intermediate 
country,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  line 
of  military  posts  from  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.  This  expedition 
is  connected  with  the  proposition  now  before  con- 
gress to  occupy  the  territory  about  Columbia  river, 
as  proposed  by  Dr.  Linn's  bill. 

The  great  river  Platte  is  the  most  direct  line  of 
communication  between  this  country  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia,  and  that  route  is  known  to  be  prac- 
ticable and  easy.  It  therefore  becomes  important  to 
ascertain  the  general  character  of  that  river  and  the 
adjacent  country,  and  the  facilities  it  will  be  likely 
to  afford  in  prosecuting  the  contemplated  settlements 
in  Oregon.  The  Southern  Pass,  or  depression  in  the 
Rocky  mountains,  is  near  the  source  of  the  extreme 
western  branch  of  the  river  Platte,  and  aflbrds  an 
easy  passage  for  wagons  and  other  wheel  carriages, 
which  have  frequently  passed  over  the  mountains 
upon  that  route,  without  difficulty  or  delay;  and  it  is 
important  that  the  latitude  of  this  point  should  be 
ascertained,  as  it  is  thought  that  it  will  not  vary 
much  from  the  line  established  between  the  United 
States  and  iMexico,  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  1819. 
If  this  Pass  should  fall  south  of  that  line,  (the  4ad 
degree  of  north  latitude,)  it  may  become  necessary 
to  examine  the  country  north  of  it;  the  line  of  the 
Yellowstone,  and  south  branch  of  the  Columbia, 
would,  it  is  thought,  aflord  the  next  best  route. 

Lieut.  Fremont,  though  young,  has  had  much  ex- 
perience in  surveys  of  this  kind,  having  made  the 
topographical  survey  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and 
having  assisted  the  scientific  Mr.  Nicollet  in  his 
greatsurvey  of  the  country  on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi. He  is  well  supplied  with  instruments  for 
making  astronomical  observations; .for  fixing  the  lati- 
tude and  longitude  of  important  points;  and  a  da- 
guerreotype apparatus,  for  taking  views  of  impor- 
tant points  and  scenes  along  the  route;  and,  i/  not 
obstructed  in  his  operations  by  large  bands  of  wild, 
■wandering  Indians,  which  sometimes  trouble  small 
parties  passing  through  that  region — may  be  expect- 
ed to  impart  much  valuable  information  to  the  go- 
vernment and  to  the  country. 

Since  the  attention  of  the  country  has  been  direct- 
ed to  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  territory  by  our 
able  senator  (Dr.  Linn,)  and  by  the  reports  of  'those 
who  have  visited  that  region  in  person,  the  impor 
tance  of  providing  ample  security  far  the  settlers 
there,  and  of  opening  a  safe  and  easy  communica- 
tion from  the  western  boundary  of  Missouri  to  the 
Columbia  river,  has  been  universally  admitted. 

[Si.  Louis  Rtpublican. 

BELGIAN  INDEMNITY.  A  letter  received  in 
Charleston  from  Antwerp,  under  date  of  1st  June, 
says:  Although  you  arc  so  far  correct  in  your  infor- 
mation, thai  tiie  Belgian  government  have  resolved 
to  interfere  for  the  compensation  of  the  sulferers  by 
the  losses  in  the  entrepot,  yi.u  considerably  averrate 
the  eileiif  of  their  liberality.  They  have  appointed 
a  commissioner  to  receive  and  examine  claims — they 
have  lodged  a  credit  with  the  treasury,  but  the  mode 


of  nayment  is  in  3  per  cent.  Belgian  stock,  (which 
is  worth,  perhaps,  about  64  per  cent.)  and  we  believe 
they  do  not  contemplate  paying  nny  inleresl.  The 
compensation  will,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  be  but  a 
small  matter,  and  we  believe  that  months  rnay  elapse 
before  payments  are  made." 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Ndllification.  We  take  the  following  from  the 
New  Hampshire  Patriot  of  Wednesday  22nd: 

Tlie  Imvghlymcmilate.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  our  account  of  the  legislative  proceedings,  the 
house  of  representatives,  on  Tuesday  afternoon  last, 
adopted  several  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  late  law 
of  congress,  ordering  the  states  to  district  their  terri- 
tory for  the  choice  of  members  of  congress.  They 
passed  a  resolution  decimw!;  lo  district  JVew  Hamp- 
shire, as  ordered  by  the  hard  cider  congress,  by  a  vote 
of  160  yeas  to  58  nays.  The  senate  will  undoubted- 
ly concur  with  the  house  m  this  course  of  opposition 
to  the  insulting  arrogance  of  federalism.  New 
Hampshire  stands  proudly  foremost  in  resisting  this 
flagrant  act  of  aggression  upon  the  rights  of  the  states. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  respecting  the  law  of  con- 
gress directing  the  states  to  choose  their  representa- 
tives by  districts.  They  passed  by  a  vote  of  100  to 
58.     The  legislature  adjourned  on  Friday  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
gives  the  legislature  of  each  slate  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions for  senators  and  representatives  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  so  long  as  the  stales  continue  to  ex- 
ercise this  power  so  as  to  secure  a  representation  in 
congress,  the  national  legislature  do  not  possess  the 
right  to  interfere  v/ith   and  control  such  regulations. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  legislature  of  any  slate 
shall  fail  to  adopt  such  regulations,  and  then  only, 
congress  may  do  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  not  confer  upon  congress  the  right  to  control 
the  legislation  of  the  states,  and  prescribe  to  the  le- 
gislatures what  course  they  shall  pursue. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  a  case  shall  occur  which 
shall  warrant  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  general 
government  relative  to  the  elections,  the  time, places 
and  manner  of  holding  the  elections,  must  be  pre- 
scribed by  congress  directly,  and  not  through  the 
slate  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  act  of  congress,  direct- 
ing the  stales  to  be  districted  for  the  choice  of  repre- 
sentatives to  congress,  is  a  direct  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  federal  compact,  and  we  cannot 
regard  the  same  as   binding  on  the  states. 

Resolved,  That  we  cannot  sanction  so  unauthorised 
an  interference  in  our  domestic  relations  on  the  part 
of  congress,  and  shall  therefore  decline  to  district 
this  slate  for  the  choice  of  representatives  to  con- 
gress. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourned  on  24th  inst. 
from  Newport,  to  reassemble  at  Providence  at  its 
next  session.  Before  adjourning,  an  act  was  passed, 
authorising  the  governor  to  place  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  state  under  martial  law.  They  also  pass- 
ed an  act,  of  which  we  have  a  copy,  calling  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  constitution,  or  form  of  government. 

The  election  of  delegates  lo  the  convention  is  to 
take  place  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  and  the 
convention  is  to  assemble  at  Newport  on  the  2d  Mon- 
day of  September.  The  constitution  that  shall  be 
agreed  upon  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  people. 

The  following  sections  designate  who  shall  vote 
for  delegates,  and  for  or  against  the  constitution;  and 
surely  the  suffrage  is  free  enough. 

Sec.  5.  The  delegates  to  said  convention  shall  be 
elected  upon  a  basis  of  population  as  follows:  every 
town  of  not  more  than  3,000  inhabitants,  mav  elect 
two  delegates,  over  3,000  and  not  over  6,00b' three 
delegates;  over  6,000  and  not  over  10,000  four  dele- 
gates; over  10,000  and  not  over  15,000  five  delegates; 
over  15,000  six  delegates,  according  to  the  census  of 
1840. 

Sec.  6.  In  the  choice  of  delegates  to  said  conven- 
tion, the  following  descriptions  of  persons  shall  be 
adinillcd  to  vote.  All  those  who  are  qualified  to  vote 
for  general  officers  by  existing  laws,  and  all  native 
male  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  (except  Narra- 
gansett  Indians,  convicts,  paupers,  persons  under 
guardianship  and  non  compos  mentis),  who  are  of  the 
age  21  years  and  upwards,  and  who  shall  have  had 
their  permanent  residence  or  home  within  this  state 
for  the  period  of  3  years  next  preceding  their  voting, 
and  in  Ihe  town  or  city  wherein  they  offer  to  vote  for 
the  period  of  one  year,  next  preceding  such  voting, 


and  who  shall  have  had  their  names  recorded  with 
the  town  or  city  clerk  of  the  town  or  city  in  which 
they  shall  ofli:r  to  vote,  in  proper  books  1 )  be  kept  by 
said  town  or  city  clerks  for  that  purpose  at  least  ten 
days  before  the  day  of  voting;  upon  tiio  adoption  or 
rejection  of  said  constitution  or  articles,  in  addition 
to  those  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  general  olTicers 
by  the  existing  laws,  all  those  shall  be  admitted  to 
vote  who  will  be  qualified  to  vote  for  general  officers 
under  the  provisions  of  said  constitution  or  articles, 
if  in  force: — but  this  provision  shall  not  be  construed 
to  give  to  any  person  a  right  to  vote  at  any  town  or 
ward  meeting,  be, A  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
upon  any  other  question  or  questions  than  the  ques- 
tions herein  specifically  named. 

The  general  expectation  at  Providence  yesterday 
was,  that  a  final  effort  would  be  made  by  the  Dorr 
parly,  by  force  of  arms,  to  carry  out  their  revolution- 
ary schemes. 

In  anticipation  thereof,  all  the  uniformed  compa- 
nies of  Providence  were  under  arms,  and  yesterday 
afternoon  the  steamboat  Providence  reached  there 
from  Newport,  with  the  uniformed  companies  from 
Newport,  Warren  and  Bristol,  about  300  strong. — 
There  would  be  under  arms  in  Providence  about 
3.000  militia,  staunch  for  law  and  order.  We  do 
hope  an  end  may  be  made  of  this  vile  feud,  and  that 
if  Dorr,  or  any  of  his  men,  have  the  audacity  to  fire 
a  gun  for  revolution,  they  will  be  summarily  disposed 
of. 

From  the  Providence  Joutnal  we  have  a  slip,  not 
so  late,  however,  as  our  own  advices. 

The  Journal  says,  that  the  insurgent  force  is  col- 
lected at  Chepachet,  and  probably  number,  in  all, 
about  four  hundred  men,  with  a  number  of  field- 
pieces,  and  more  muskets  than  men.  They  have 
plenty  of  ammunition,  and  probably  other  necessary 
supplies.  Woonsocket,  we  learn,  is  almost  evacuat- 
ed by  them.  Thomas  W.  Dorr  was  at  Norwich 
Wednesday  night. 

The  Marine  Artillery  and  Sea  Fencibles  were  or- 
dered out  for  24  hours  service. 

[X.  r.  ^mer.  June  25. 

From  the  Providence  Evening  Jounml,  of  June  25. 

The  events  of  the  day.  It  is  impossible  to  convey  to 
the  distant  reader  the  precise  state  of  affairs  to-day, 
and  what  course  things  may  take  before  night.  All 
is  excitement,  still  the  authorities  are  moving  with 
energy  and  decision,  and  a  sytem  seems  to  pervade 
all  their  movements.  The  community  place  full  re- 
liance in  the  skill  and  wisdom  of  those  to  whom  are 
entrusted  the  management  of  the  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible duties  now  devolving  upon  them. 

The  class  of  people  against  whom  our  citizens 
have  rallied,  are  principally /oreio-n  mercennries,  and 
we  verily  believe  not  fifty  Rhode  Islanders  can  at 
present  be  found  to  lake  arms  against  the  slate.  ■■ 

Mr.  Dorr  is  determined  on  revenge,  and  he  has  in- 
duced persons  from  the  adjoining  states  to  enlist  in 
his  now  unholy  cause  by  holding  out  inducements  for 
plunder.  The  cry  of  tiie  -'people's  rights,"  and  "de- 
mocracy," has  been  sounded  throughout  the  country 
to  deceive  the  mass  and  create  sympathy.  We  trust 
our  friends  abroad  will  now  see  things  in  their  true 
light. 

The  past  night  passed  off  quietly  in  the  city;  a 
strong  guard  were  on  duty,  and  videltes  were  station- 
ed on  the  outskirts. 

Signal  guns  were  fired  during  the  evening  at 
Holmes' Brewery,  for  the  gathering  of  the  "Dorr- 
ites;"  about  150  assembled,  and  a  portion  left  for 
Chepachet. 

The  colored  population  in  this  city  met  last  even- 
ing, for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  battalion  of  City 
Guards.  They  mustered  about  100,  and  adjourned 
to  this  day  to  complete  their  arrangements. 

Business  is  partially  suspended,  and  the  alarming 
slate  of  things  absorbs  all  thought  and  action. 

The  enemy  to  the  number  of  700  are  entrenching 
themselves  on  Alcot's  Hill,  (Chepachet).  They 
have  about  10  cannon  and  plenty  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition. Mr.  Dorr  is  expected  to  reach  the  encamp- 
ment this  day,  his  plan  of  operations,  whether  offen- 
sive or  defensive,  has  not  been  developed.  Neither  are 
we  advised  of  the  course  our  slate  authorities  intend 
to  pursue,  and  what  plans,  if  any,  arc  maturing  in 
order  to  dislodge  him.  We  have  all  confidence  in 
their  ability  and  determination  to  sustain  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  state. 

Major  general  McNeill  commands  the  force  of  the 
stale. 

Twelve  o\lock. 

Mr.  Doit  arrived  at  the  encampment,  at  Chepa- 
chet, this  morning,  at  2  o'clock.  A.  most  determined 
spirit  manifests  itself  throughout  the  city,  to  have 
this  affair  settled  prom]^lly  and  efficiently.  Several  fa- 
milies are  leaving  the  city;  it  is  our  opinion  the  city 
is  the  safest  place  for  security.  The  number  of  mili- 
tary by  evening  will  probably  muster  in  this  city, 
about  twenty-five  hundred,  with  muskets,  pistols  and 
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various  other  warlike  instruments.  They  are  com- 
posed of  merchants,  farmers,  mechanics,  laborers, 
£i,c. 

The  following  communication  signed  by  Dutee  J. 
Pearce  and  others  in  Newport,  who  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  favor  of  the  suffrage  cause,  will  be 
found  in  the  Newport  Mercury  of  to-day. 

"We  were  at  the  time  opposed  to  thehostile  move- 
ments recently  made  in  this  state,  and  some  of  us  la- 
bored hard  to  prevent  them.  We  are  now  opposed 
to  every  movement  of  the  kind,  and  are  willing  to  do 
all  that  now  will  be  required  of  us  to  suppress  them. 

The  late  act  of  the  legislature,  providing  for  call- 
ing a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  state,  meets  in 
most  of  its  provisions  our  cordial  approbation,  and 
taken  as  a  whole,  will  receive  our  support — we  hope 
our  political  friends  will  give  it  theirs. 

We  who  were  members  of  the  legislature  under 
the  people's  constitution,  long  since  relinquished  all 
idea  of  ever  again  taking  our  seats  therein.  Some 
of  us  have  made  public  avowals  of  our  determination 
upon  this  subject;  and  all  of  us  believe,  that  under 
existing  circumstances,  it  would  be  had  policy,  if  not 
the  height  of  folly  for  that  body  to  attempt  again  to 
organize." 

The  Providence  Express,  a  suffrage  paper,  says: 
"We  hope  that  the  armed  force  of  the  suffrage  party 
■will  be  influenced  by  the  voice  of  expediency,  and  be 
moved  by  the  threatened  horrors  of  civil  war,  to  sus- 
pend their  warlike  operations.  The  general  assem- 
bly would  then  show  their  sincere  regard  for  peace 
and  order,  by  a  repeal  of  all  obnoxious  laws  enacted 
in  a  fever  of  public  excitement,  and  a  guaranty  against 
all  punishments  incurred." 

The  same  paper  of  Saturday  alludes  to  the  bill  for 
a  new  convention  which  had  passed  the  assembly, 
and  says  on  the  authority  of  a  strong  friend  of  the 
suffrage  party,  that  it  recognises  the  great  principles 
for  winch  the  party  has  contended  and  he  is  confi- 
dent it  will  meet  with  general  approbation. 

BY    HIS    EXCELLEN'CV    SAMUEL    W.VRD    KING, 

Governor,   captain  general,  and  commander-in-cliief  of 
tke  state  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  general  assembly  of  the  said  state  of 

Rhode  Island  and   Providence  plantations  did,  on 

the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June   instant,  pass  the  act 

following,  viz: 

An  act  establishing  martial  law  in  this  state. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  asfoUoios: 

Sec.  1.  The  slate  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
plantations  is  hereby  placed  under  martial  law:  and 
the  same  is  declared  to  be  in  full  force  until  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  general  assembly,  or  suspended 
by  proclamation  of  his  excellency  the  governtr  of 
the  state. 

I  do,  therefore,  issue  this  my  proclamation  to  make 
known  the  same  to  the  good  people  of  this  state,  and 
all  others,  that  they  may  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. And  I  do  warn  all  persons  against  any  inter- 
course or  connexion  v/ith  the  TRAITOR  THOMAS 
WILSON  DORR,  or  his  deluded  adhere.s'ts,  now 
assembled  in  arms  against  the  laws  and  government 
of  this  stale;  and  admonish  and  command  the  said 
Thomas  Wilson  Dorr  and  his  adherents,  immediately 
to  throw  down  their  arms  and  disperse,  that  peace 
and  order  may  be  restored  to  our  suffering  communi- 
ty, and  as  they  will  answer  the  contr;iry  at  their  pe- 
ril. Further,  I  exhort  the  good  people  of  the  state, 
to  aid  and  support,  by  example  and  by  arms,  the  ci 
vil  and  military  authorities  thereof,  in  pursuing  and 
bringing  to  condign  punishment,  all  engaged  in  said 
unholy  and  criminal  enterprise  against  the  peace  and 
dignity  of  the  state. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said 

state  to  be  alExed   to  these  presents,  and 

•       have  signed  the  same  with   my  hand. — 

l.  s.  Given  at  the  city  of  Providence,  on  the 
26th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eighthundred  and  forty  two, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  sixty-sixth.- 

SAMUEL  WARD  KING. 
By  his  excellency's  command: 

Henry  Bowen,  secretary  of  state. 

The  governor  has  also  recommended  the  closing  of 
tlie  banks,  as  follows: 

Executive  department,  Providence,  June  27,  1842. 

The  banks  in  the  city  of  Providence  are  hereby  re- 
commended forthwith  to  close  their  banks  for  busi- 
ness, and  the  same  to  continue  from  day  to  day,  dur- 
ing the  present  week,  unless  this  recommendation  be 
rescinded.  SAMUEL  W.  KING. 

general  orders. 
Head  quarters,  Gloucester,  R.  I.  Jane  25, 1842. 

I  hereby  direct  the  military  of  this  state,  who  are 
in  favor  of  the  people's  constitution,  to  repair  forth- 
with to  head  quarters,  there  to  await  further  orders; 
and  I  request  all  volunteers  and  volunteer aompanies 
so  disposed  to  do  the  same. 


It  has  become  the  duty  of  all  our  citizens  who  be- 
lieve that  the  people  arc  sovereign,  and  have  a  right 
to  make  and  alter  their  forms  of  government,  now  to 
sustain,  by  all  necessary  means,  the  constitution  a- 
dopted  and  established  by  the  people  of  this  state, 
and  the  government  elected  under  the  same.  The 
only  alternative  is  an  abject  submission  to  a  despot- 
ism, in  its  various  practical  effects,  without  a  parall- 
el in  the  history  of  the  American  states.  I  call  upon 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island  to  assert  their  rights,  and 
to  vindicate  the  freedom  which  they  are  qualified  to 
enjoy  in  common  with  the  other  citizens  of  the  Ame- 
rican republic.  I  cannot  doubt  that  they  will  cheer- 
fully and  promptly  respond  to  this  appeal  to  their 
patriotism  and  to  their  sense  of  justice;  and  that  they 
will  show  themselves,  in  this  exigency,  to  be  the 
worthy  descendants  of  those  ancestors  who  aided  in 
achieving  our  national  independence. 

THOMAS  W.  DORR, 
Governor  and  commander-in-chief. 
By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief 

William  H.  Potter,  adj.  general. 

The  following  letter,  signed  by  forty-eight  adher- 
ents of  the  suffrage  party,  was  published  in  the  Pro- 
vidence Journal  of  Monday. 

J^aliclc,  June  25, 1842. 
To  hisexcetlen.cy,  Samuel  W.  King, 

Govei^ior  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  suffrage  par- 
ty, congratulate  your  exceClency  upon  the  passage  of 
the  act  for  calling  a  convention  of  the  people  of  this 
state  for  the  purpose  of  framing  a  constitution,  be- 
lieving that  its  liberal  provisions  will  satisfy  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  we 
hereby  earnestly  recommend  a  like  acquiescence  on 
the  part  of  all  our  friends. 

Twenty-three  others,  of  the  same  party,  at  War- 
wick, have  in  like  manner  proclaimed  their  acquie- 
scence in  the  call. 

The  legislature  on  Monday  adjourned  and  formed 
themselves  into  a  volunteer  company  to  join  the 
charter  army.  The  resolution  for  an  amnesty  was 
withdrawn. 

From  the.  Providence  Journal  of  Monday. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  mayor,  the 
citizens  have  entered  their  names  for  the  number  of 
men  whom  they  can  accommodate  with  food  and 
lodgings,  or  with  lodgings  only. 

Strong  videltes  were  posted  upon  the  roads  lead- 
ing to  the  city,  and  the  approaches  were  well  guard- 
ed. Several  men,  on  their  way  to  Chepachet,  were 
arrested  and  brought  in,  and  one  who  just  arrived 
from  there  was  also  brought  in.  Two  wagons,  load- 
ed with  provisions,  intended  for  the  insurgent  camp, 
were  taken.  A  Buttender  from  New  York,  who  ar- 
rived yesterday  morning,  was  promptly  arrested. 

The  force  of  Dorr  is  entrenched  upon  Alcot's  Hill, 
a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  village.  The  hill  is 
about  80  feet  high,  and  the  position  commands  the 
Providence  turnpike,  for  the  whole  range  of  the  can- 
non; it  is  separated  from  a  lower  hill  on  the  east  by 
a  sandy,  rocky  ravine,  and  from  astill  higher  hill  on 
the  west  by  a' table  land,  which  rises  gradually  from 
Alcot's  hiil  to  about  the  same  height.  We  believe 
there  is  no  water  on  the  hill,  unless  a  well  has  been 
dug;  but  there  is  a  fine  stream  within  SOU  yards. 

His  force  is  estimated  at  700  men.  They  have 
from  ten  to  twenty  pieces  of  artillery;  some  of  good 
construction,  but  principally  ship  cannon,  indifferent- 
ly mounted;  generally  six  pounders,  but  they  may 
have  one  or  two  nines,  and  perhaps  a  twelve  pound- 
er. They  have  four  large  marquees,  and  they  use  a 
barn  to  quarter  some  of  their  men  in.  Dorr  arrived 
on  Saturday  morning  before  day  light.  He  made  a 
furious  speech  to  his  men,  and  avowod  his  determi- 
nation upon  victory  or  death.  The  latest  accounts 
from  his  camp  represent  him  as  perfectly  desperate 
and  reckless;  about  one  hundred  of  his  men  will 
stand  by  him  to  the  last.  The  others  do  not  seem  to 
be  so  infuriated. 

A  detachment,  led  by  Wm.  P.  Blodget,  was  sent 
out  to  Johnston  to  arrest  eight  of  the  insurgents.— 
Seven  of  them  were  secured  and  brought  to  the  city. 
One  of  them  levelled  his  rifle  at  Colonel  Blodget,  but 
it  was  wrested  from  his  hands  before  he  had  an  op- 
portunity to  discharge  it.  A  number  of  other  arrests 
were  made  during  tlie  day. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  the  insurgents  to  take 
some  arms  from  a  house  in  Foster.  We  have  not 
the  full  particulars;  but  we  learn  they  fired  upon  the 
men  in  the  house  without  injuring  any  one.  The  fire 
was  returned  and  one  of  the  insurgents  wounded,  it 
is  thought  fatally.     The  rest  instantly  fled. 

The  whole  number  of  troops  in  the  city  yesterday 
was  about  3,000.  This  does  not  include  a  portion  of 
the  fourth  brigade,  from  Kent  county,  which  is  or- 
dered direct  to  Foster. 

The  Providence  Express  of.  Monday,  a  hitherto 
revolutionary  paper  published  the  following; 


To  the  suffrage  men  of  Rhode  Island.  The  late  law 
of  the  general  assembly  contains,  in  our  opinion, 
the  substance  of  what  we  have  ever  contended  for; 
we  heartily  recommend  its  provisions  to  the  candor 
of  our  friends,  and  trust  that  they  will  render  it  their 
undivided  support.  The  use  of  force  in  opposition 
to  the  government  is  not  to  be  tolerated.  And  we 
hope  that  the  feelings,  wishes  and  opinions  of  the 
undersigned  may  be  well  considered  by  those  who 
would  now  oppose  the  present  existing  government 
of  the  state. 

We  are  satisfied  that  they  express  the  views  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  suffrage  party,  who  gladly 
avail  themselves  of  this  act  of  the  general  assembly 
to  urge  the  tvhole  party  to  unite  in  the  restoration  of 
peace. 
From  the  Providence  Journal,  Extra,  Tuesday,  11  .3.  J\I. 

News  has  this  moment  arrived  that  the  force  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  Brown,  has  taken  the 
insurgent  fortification.  Dorr  had  fled,  but  large 
numbers  of  his  men  had  been  captured.  Every  ex- 
ertion will  be  made  to  take  the  ARCH  TRAITOR, 
whose  capture  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  safe- 
ty and  peace  of  the  state.  We  do  not  know  any 
thing  further  of  the  particulars.  The  man  who 
brought  the  information,  fainted  from  exhaustion 
soon  after  delivering  his  message. 

Our  men  are  burning  with  the  desire  to  bring  in 
Dorr,  and  his  escape  we  hope  may  yet  be  prevented. 
Generals  Stedman  and  Greene  must  be  in  his  rear 
by  this  time.  The  passes  are  narrow,  and  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  country,  can  be  easily  defended. 

Pawtucket.  a  detachment  of  the  City  Guards 
has  been  sent  to  Pawtucket,  a  messenger  having  ar- 
rived with  the  information  that  an  invading  force 
from  the  Massachusetts  side  was  organizing.  It  is 
reported  that  Burrington  Anthony  has  been  very  ac- 
tive in  exciting  the  abandoned  part  of  the  popula- 
tion of  our  sister  state  to  invasion. 

The  Kentish  Guards,  sent  to  Pawtucket  last  even- 
ing, were  attacked  by  a  mob  of  insurgents  near  the 
bridge,  and  two  of  their  number  injured  by  missiles 
thrown  by  the  mob.  The  guards  fired  first  over  the 
heads  of  the  insurgents,  but  finding  they  were  bent 
on  mischief,  they  fired  for  effect,  and  killed  one  and 
wounded  several  others,  when  they  dispersed. 

We  learn  from  an  extra  issued  by  the  Pawtucket 
Chronicle,  that  the  man  shot  at  Pawtucket  was  nam- 
ed Alexander  Kirby;  David  Cutting  was  s'lot  through 
the  knee,  and  Robert  Roy  was  wounded  in  the  arm. 
The  balls  we  learn,  passed  through  the  clothes  of 
some  other  persons,  but  we  do  not  learn  that  any 
others  were  injured. 

The  Carbineers  are  at  Pawtucket.  A  str  ng  forci 
will  soon  be  there.  The  Fourth  Ward  comp..uies  o." 
the  City  Guard  have  been  just  ordered  thither. 

Pawtucket.  A  band  of  about  40  men  was  organ- 
ized on  the  insurgent  side  some  weeks  ago,  and  a  few 
days  since  they  succeeded  in  getting  muskets  for  the 
whole.  They  have  been  very  bold  and  have  parad- 
ed the  streets  up  to  the  proclamation  of  martial  law. 
Yesterday  several  of  them  were  arrested,  and  the 
others  fled  in  a  boat  across  the  bay,  where  they  have 
pitched  a  tent  on  the  Massachusetts  side  of  the  line. 
The  Pawtucket  ,\rtillery  are  ordered  to  remain  there, 
and  are  constantly  under  arms.  The  streets  of  the 
village  are  strictly  patrolled,  and  all  suspicious  par- 
sons are  examined.  ^ 

From  Chepachet.  Two  o'clock,  P.  M.  We  have 
just  seen  Mr.  Anthony  Whitaker,  bearer  of  de- 
spatches from  Colonel  Brown  to  major  general  Mc- 
Neill. The  forces  under  col.  William  W.  Brown, 
about  500  strong,  left  Greenville  at  about  half  past 
four  o'clock  this  morning.  Greenville  is  eight  miles 
from  Chepachet.  A  scout  party  of  the  infantry,  of 
about  a  dozen  men,  led  by  lieutenant  Pitman,  kept 
in  advance  a  half  a  mile  to  two  miles.  They  took 
and  sent  to  the  rear  30  persons  in  the  course  of  the 
march,  all  fugitives  from  Dorr's  ca  np.  Upon  arriv- 
ing near  the  fortification,  it  was  evident  that  the  force 
had  materially  decreased,  so  that  the  scout  party, 
without  waiting  for  the  advance  of  the  main  body, 
determined  upon  entering  the  Vortificatiou  alone. — 
No  resistance  was  made.  The  nven  fled  in  confusion, 
and  the  scout  party  took  possession  without  firing  a 
gun.  The  fortification  proved  to  be  a  miserable  af- 
fair. The  main  body  immediately  arrived  and  took 
possession  of  the  village.  It  is  strictly  guarded,  and 
escape  from  it  is  impossible.  The  number  of  pri- 
soners was  about  100,  and  more  were  taken  constant- 
ly.    The  houses  will  all  be  thoroughly  searched. 

Our  men  were  fired  upon  in  going  into  Chepachet, 
and  one  man  wounded.  They  returned  the  fire.  Ao 
one  belonging  to  colonel  Brown''s  command  has  been 
killed.  Five  field-pieces  have  been  found  m  the  fort; 
also  a  large  number  of  muskets  and  rifles,  and  some 
pikes  were  found.  An  excellent  ammunition  wagon 
was  captured,  which  came  very  opportunely  for  the 
Marine  artillery,  their  own  having  been  broken 
down. 
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Dorr  fled  last  evening,  at  7  o'clock,  with  fifty  men,  in 
the  direction  of  Connecticut.  His  own  men  were 
ignorant  of  his  flight,  and  many  of  them  declared 
that  they  would  shoot  him,  could  they  find  him.  A 
large  body  of  them  went  through  BurrilWille,  in  the 
direction  of  Massachusetts.  The  fugitives  were  in 
considerable  parties  and  well  armed.  They  will  there- 
fore be  dangerous  to  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  unless 
they  are  taken. 

One  of  the  Marine  artillery  was  fired  at  by  a  son 
of  a  high  officer  under  Dorr's  government.  The  ball 
went  through  the  skirt  of  his  coat,  and  lodged  in  his 
cartridge  box.  The  man  was  pursued  to  a  house  in 
■which  he  took  refuge.  He  has  undoubtedly  been  ta- 
ken. The  prisoners  were  set  to  work  building  the 
intrenchments. 

A  Mr.  JHoore,  one  of  Dorr's  high  ofBcers  has 
teen  brought  into  the  city,  as  prisoner.  A  num- 
ber of  prisoners  have  been  brought  m  from  Green- 
ville. 

The  publishers  of  the  Newport  Rhode  Islander 
give  notice  to  their  subscribers  that  in  consequence 
of  their  engagements  on  duly  with  the  stale  forces, 
they  will  be  unable  to  publish  their  paper  this  week. 

The  vigilant  search  for  arms  has  resulted  in  the 
discoverj  of  nearly  all  the  arms  belonging  to  the 
state,  loaned  to  the  old  volunteer  company,  the 
charter  of  which  has  been  taken  away.  Only 
about  half  of  these  guns  v\'ere  restored  by  the  com- 
pany. 

Deputation  from  Mw  York.  A  deputation  from 
his  excellency  governor  Seward,  of  New  York,  ar- 
rived here  this  morning.  The  object  of  the  depu- 
tation is  to  ascertain  if  any  citizens  of  New  York 
have  been  engaged  in  the  traitorous  insurrection  of 
Thomas  W.  Dorr;  also,  to  ascertain  if  any  money, 
arms,  or  munitions  of  war  have  been  sent  here  from 
New  York,  and  if  so,  by  whom.  The  gentlemen 
charged  with  this  mission  have  proceeded  to  Chepa- 
chet. 

VIRGINIA. 

A  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Lewisburg,  on  the 
1st  of  August,  to  be  composed  of  delegates  from  the 
various  counties  of  Western  Virginia,  for  the  pur- 
po.se  of  "deliberating  and  deciding  on  such  measures 
as  may  in  their  judgment  be  called  for  by  the  pre- 
sent condition  and  privations  of  the  people  of  the 
west,  and  to  unite  in  all  such  proceedings  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  for  their  restoration  to  the  equal 
political  rights  of  which  they  are  now  deprived." 
Such  is  the  language  of  the  manifesto. 

NEGOTIATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 


On  June  2M  the  president  of  the  United  States 
communicated  to  the  senate,  in  compliance  with  a 
recent  resolution  of  the  senate,  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  the  American  minis- 
ter in  Mexico,  and  the  government  of  that  country 
together  with  the  instructions  of  the  government  to 
the  minister.  The  correspondence  is  of  great  length. 
It  comprises  a  letter  from  Mr.  Webster,  secretary  of 
state,  to  Mr.  Ellis,  our  late  minister  m  Mexico,  re- 
questing hiin  to  interfere  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Frank- 
lin Combs,  and  other  letters  requesting  the  interposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Ellis  in  belialf  of  other  individuals,  who 
were  involved  in  the  disasters  of  the  Sante  Fe  expe- 
dition. The  view  taken  by  the  secretary  of  state  of 
these  cases,  is  fully  explained  in  a  letter  of  a  subse- 
quent date  addressed  by  him  to  Mr.  Waddy  Thomp- 
son the  new  minister  to  Mexico. 

In  this  letter,  which  is  dated  April  5,  1842,  Mr. 
Webster  draws  a  distinction  between  the  cases  of 
those  who,  like  Mr.  Kendall,  joined  the  expedition 
for  objects  entirely  distinct  from,  a  ho>tilB  invasion 
of  Mexico,  and  those  wh.o  were  parties  to  the  mili- 
tary expedition,  and  states  the  grounds  on  which  per 
sons  connected  with  the  expedition  under  certain 
circumstances  are  entitled  to  be  treated  as  non-c 
batants.  He  dwells  more  particularly  upon  the  case 
of  Mr.  Kendall.  The  following  is  the  concluding 
portion  of  the  letter,  in  which  the  minister  is  in- 
structed what  course  to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  pri- 
soners whose  cases  were  specially  stated,  .'\fter  al 
luding  to  the  cruelties  wiiicli  are  alleged  to  have 
been  indicted  on  the  prisoners,  the  secretary  pro- 
ceeds as  follows:  ,   .     „  . 

"'I'he  government  of  the  United  States  has  no  in 
clination  to  interfere  in  the  war  between  Mexico 
and  Texas  for  the  benefit  or  protection  of  individuals, 
any  further  than  its  clear  duties  require.  But  if  cit 
izens  of  the  United  States  who  have  not  renounced, 
nor  intended  to  renounce,  their  allegiance  to  their 
own  government,  nor  have  entered  into  the  military 
service  of  any  other  government,  have  nevertheless 
been  found  so  connected  with  armed  enemies  of 
Mexico,  33  that  they  may  be  lav/fully  captured  and 
detained  as  prisoners  of  war,  it  is  still  the  duty  of 
this  government  to  take  so  far  a  concern  in  their  wel- 


fare as  to  see  that,  as  prisoners  of  war,  they  are 
treated  according  to  the  usage  of  modern  times  and 
civilized  states.  , 

Indeed,  although  the  rights  or  the  safety  of  none 
of  their  own  citizens  were  concerned,  yet,  if  in  a 
war  waged  between  two  neighboring  states,  the  kill- 
ing, enslaving,  or  cruelly  treating  of  prisoners  should 
be  indulged,  the  United  States  would  feel  it  to  be 
their  duly,  as  well  as  their  right,  to  remonstrate  and 
to  interfere  against  such  a  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  and  civilization.  These  princi- 
ples are  common  principles,  essential  alike  to  the 
welfare  of  all  nations,  and,  in  the  preservation  of 
which,  all  nations  have,  therefore,  rights  and  inte- 
rests. But  their  duty  to  interfere  becomes  impera- 
tive in  cases  affecting  their  own  citizens. 

It  is,  therefore,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  protests  against  the  hardships  and  cruelties  to 
which  the  Santa  Fe  prisoners  have  been  subjected. 
It  protests  against  this  treatment  in  the  name  of  hu- 
manity and  the  law  of  nations — in  the  name  of  all 
Christian  states — in  the  name  of  civilization  and  the 
spirit  of  the  age — in  the  name  of  all  republics — in 
the  name  of  liberty  herself,  enfeebled  and  dishonor- 
ed by  all  cruelty,  and  all  excess — in  the  name  of. 
and  for  the  honor  of  this  whole  hemisphere.  It  pro- 
tests emphatically  and  earnestly  against  practices 
belonging  only  to  barbarous  people  in  barbarous 
times. 

By  the  well  established'r'ules  of  national  law,  pri- 
soners of  war  are  not  to  be  treated  harshly  unless 
personally  guilty  towards  him  who  has  them  in  his 
power,  for  he  should  remember  that  they  are  men 
and  unfortunate. 

When  an  enemy  is  conquered  and  submits,  a  great 
soul  forgets  all  resentment  and  is  entirely  filled  with 
compassion  for  him.  This  is  the  humane  language 
of  the  law  of  nations;  and  this. is  the  sentiment  of 
high  honor  among  men.  The  law  of  viar  forbids  the 
wounding,  killing,  impressment  into  the  troops  of 
the  country,  or  the  enslaving  or  otherwise  maltreat- 
ing of  prisoners  of  loar,  unless  they  have  been  guilty 
of  some  grave  crime;  and  from  the  obligation  of  this 
law  no  civilized  state  can  discharge  itself. 

Every,  nation  on  being  received  at  her  own  re- 
quest into  the  circle  of  civilized  governments,  must 
understand  that  she  not  only  attains  rights  of  sove- 
reignty and  the  dignity  of  national  character,  but 
that  she  binds  herself  also  to  the  strict  and  faithful 
observance  of  all  those  principles,  laws  and  usages 
which  have  obtained  currency  among  civilized 
states,  and  which  have  for  their  object  the  mitiga- 
tion of  the  miseries  of  war. 

No  community  can  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  national  character  in  modern  times  without  sub- 
mitting to  all  the  duties  which  that  character  im- 
poses. A  Christian  people,  who  exercise  sovereign 
power,  who  make  treaties,  maintain  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  other  states,  and  who  should  yet  refuse 
to  conduct  its  military  operations  according  to  the 
usages  universally  observed  by  such  stales,  would 
present  a  character  singularly  inconsistent  and  ano- 
molous. 

This  government  will  not  hastily  suppose  that  the 
Mexican  republic  will  assume  such  a  character. 
There  is  yet  another  very  important  element  arising 
out  of  the  facts  of  this  case. 

It  is  asserted  and  believed  that  the  surrender  of 
some  of  the  persons  connected  with  the  expedition 
was  made  upon  specific  terms  which  were  immedi- 
ately violated  by  the  local  Mexican  authorities.  If 
there  is  one  rule  of  the  law  of  war  more  clear  and 
peremptory,  than  another,  it  is,  that  compacts  be- 
tween enemies,  such  as  truces  and  capitulations, 
shall  be  faithfully  adhered  to;  and  their  non-obser- 
vance IS  denounced  as  being  manifestly  at  variance 
with  the  true  interest  and  duty,  not  only  of  the  im- 
mediate parties,  but  of  all  mankind.  Consequently, 
if  the  surrender  of  the  expedition,  or  any  part  of  it, 
was  conditional,  the  benefit  of  those  conditions  must 
be  insisted  upon  in  favor  of  Mr.  Kendall.  Accord- 
ing' lo  the  slatement  of  Messrs.  Falconer  and  Van 
Ness,  Mr.  Kendall  proceeded  two  hundred  miles  in 
advance  of  the  main  body,  and  was  taken  with  his 
companions  while  they  were  displaying  a  flag  of 
truce;  and  the  persons  who  took  them  gave  assuran- 
ces that  they  should  not  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Here  then  was  a  special  immunity  promised,  but 
afterwards  notoriously  withheld,  as  we  are  bound  to 
believe  in  the  present  state  of  our  information  upon 
the  subject.  If,  therefore,  this  government  were 
not  entitled  to  demand  Mr.  Kendall's  release  on  the 
grounds  of  his  having  been  a  non-combatant  and  a 
neutral,  it  might  require  the  government  of  Mexico 
to  lake  care  that  llie  stipulation  of  its  authorised 
agents  to  that  effect  be  scrupulously  fulfilled,  and  that 
on  this  account,  those  to  whom  the  promise  was  made 
should  be  immediately  released,  according  to  that 
promise. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  directed  by  the  president  of 


the  United  States  now  to  instruct  you  that,  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  despatch,  you  inquire  carefully  and  mi- 
nutely into  the  circumstances  of  all  these  persons 
who,  having  been  taken  near  Santa  Fe,  and  having 
claimed  the  interposition  of  this  government,  are  still 
held  as  prisoners  in  Mexico,  and  you  will  then  de- 
mand of  the  Mexican  government  the  release  of  such 
of  them  as  appear  to  have  been  innocent  traders,  tra- 
vellers, invalids,  men  of  letters,  or  for  any  other  rea- 
sons justly  esteemed  non-combatants,  being  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  To  this  end  it  may  be  proper 
to  direct  the  consul  to  proceed  to  the  places  where 
any  of  them  may  be  confined,  and  to  take  their  state- 
ments under  oath,  as  also  the  statements  of  other 
persons  to  whom  they  may  respectively  refer.  If  the 
Mexican  government  deny  facts  upon  which  any  of 
the  persons  claim  their  release,  and  desire  time  for 
further  investigation  of  their  respective  cases,  or  any 
of  them,  proper  and  suitable  time  must  be  allowed; 
but  if  any  of  the  persons  described  in  the  next  pre- 
ceding paragraph,  and  for  whose  release  you  shall 
have  made  a  demand,  shall  still  be  detained  for  the 
purpose  of  further  inquiry  or  otherwise,  you  will  then 
explicitly  demand  of  the  Mexican  government  that 
they  be  treated  henceforward  with  all  the  lenity 
which,  in  the  most  favorable  cases,  belongs  to  the 
rights  of  prisoners  of  war,  that  they  be  not  confined 
in  loathsome  dungeons,  with  malefactors  and  persons 
diseased,  that  they  be  not  chained,  or  subjected  to 
ignominy,  or  to  any  particular  rigor  in  their  deten- 
tion; that  they  be  not  obliged  to  labor  on  the  public 
works,  or  put  to  any  other  hardship.  You  will  state 
to  the  Mexican  government  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  entertains  a  conviction  that  these 
persons  ought  to  be  set  at  liberty,  without  delay;  that 
it  will  feel  great  dissatisfaction  if  it  shall  still  learn 
that  Mr.  Kendall,  whose  case  has  already  been  made 
the  subject  of  an  express  demand,  and  others  of  equal 
claims  to  liberation,  be  not  set  at  liberty  at  the  time 
when  you  receive  this  despatch;  but  if  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  insists  upon  detaining  any  of  them 
for  further  inquiry,  it  is  due  to  the  government  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  its  desire  to  preserve  peace  and  a 
harmony  with  Mexico,  and  to  justice  and  humanity, 
that,  while  detained,  these  persons  should  enjoy,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  the  rights  of  prisoners  of  war;  and 
that  it  expects  that  a  demanotj  so  just  and  reasonable, 
— a  demand  respectfully  made  by  one  friendly  state 
to  another,  will  meet  with  immediate  compliance. — 
Having  made  this  demand,  you  will  wait  for  an  an- 
swer, and  if  within  ten  days  you  shall  not  receive  as- 
surances that  all  of  the  persons  above  mentioned 
who  may  still  be  detained  will  be  thenceforward 
treated  in  the  manner  which  has  now  been  insisted 
upon,  you  Avill  hold  no  further  ollicial  intercourse 
wilh  it  until  you  shall  receive  further  directions  from 
your  own  government.  You  will  thereupon  com- 
municale  with  this  department,  detaining  for  that 
purpose  the  messenger  who  carries  this.  In  your 
communication  you  will  state  as  t'ully  and  as  accu- 
rately as  possible  the  circumstances  of  each  man's 
case,  as  they  may  appear  by  all  the  evidence  which 
at  that  time  may  be  possessed  by  the  legation.  In 
making  your  demand  for  the  better  treatment  of  the 
prisoners,  you  will  take  especial  care  not  to  abandon 
or  weaken  the  claim  for  their  release;  nothing  more 
being  intended  in  that  respect  than  that  proper  time 
should  be  allowed  to  the  government  of  ftlexico  to 
make  such  farther  inquiries  as  may  be  necessary. 

Your  predecessor  has  already  been  directed  that, 
if  any  of  the  persons  suH'er  for  llie  want  of  the  com- 
mon necessaries  of  life,  he  should  provide  for  such 
wants  until  otherwise  supplied,  a  direction  which 
you  will  also  observe.  I  am,  sir,  your  obd't  ser't, 
DANIEL  WEBSTER. 


TOBACCO. 


Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transinilling 
statements  showing  the  exports  and  imports  of  tobacco, 
toilh  the  import  into  Great  Britain, Sfc.  Miy2S,  1842. 

READ    AN'D    LAID    UPON    THE    TABLE. 

Treasury  departinent,  May  27,  1842. 
Sir:  I  herewith   transmit  a  set  of  tabular  state- 
ments showing  the  export  and  import  of  tobacco,  ' 
taken  from  official  returns,  together  with  Jhesmport/' 
into  Great  Britain,  as  furnished   by  British  docu- 
ments; likewise,  estimates  of  the  consumption  of  to-^ 
bacco  in  the  U.  S.,  made  by  sundry  individuaTsi'ahd'^ 
other  statements   connected   with   the   growth  and' 
consumption  or  tobacco   in   Europe;   all   of  which 
have  been  prepared  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  dated  23d    February,' 
directing  "the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  transmit, 
all  the  information   he  can  obtain,  showing  the  pro- 
gress in  the  cultivation,  manufacture  and  consump- 
tion of  tobacco  in  the  U.  S."  Stc. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  FORWARD, sec.  qfthe  trea. 
Hon.  J-  While,  speaker  of  house  of  representatives  \ 
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Statements  relative  to  tobacco,  -under  a  coil  of  the  house 
cf  representatives,  dated  Februnry  23,  ]842- 

By  a  resolution  of  the  house,  the  secretary  of  the 
tre:iFury  is  directed  to  transmit  "all  the  information 
h^  can  obtain,  shovvinej  the  pros:ress  in  the  cultiva- 
tinn,  mantifactnre  and  consumption  of  tobacco  in  the 
U.  Slates,  and  in  other  countries;  also  showing?  the 
comparative  quantity  and  value  of  exports  and  im- 
ports of  tobacco,  and  of  manufactured  tobacco,  in 
the  U.  States  and  other  countries,  as  well  as  the  rate 
and  amount  of  duties  collected  on  the  same  both 
here  and  elsewhere;  also  distinguishing  between  fo- 
reign and  domestic,  and  between  cigars  and  twist  to- 
bacco manufactured  in  the  U.  States,  and  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  the  tobacco  grown  in  each  of  the 
tobacco-growing  states  of  this  Union." 

It  will  be  perceived,  from  the  comprehensive  cha- 
racter of  the  call  of  the  house  that  the  impression 
existed  that  the  records  of  the  treasury  department 
contained  extensive  information  on  the  subject  of  a 
stuple  of  deep  and  growing  importance  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Perhaps  there  is  no  domestic  product  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  one  now  under  consideration  to 
v.'hich  so  little  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  gov- 
ernment, either  as  to  its  enlarged  growth  at  home, 
by  counteracting  foreign  restrictions,  or  to  the  pre- 
paration of  such  details  as  would  be  necessary  to 
exhibit  its  cultivation,  growth,  manufacture  and 
consumption  in  the  U.  States. 

The  tobacco-growing  states  themselves  have  omit- 
ted to  fill  a  chasm  in  relation  to  the  quantity  grown 
in  each  state,  the  date  of  its  introduction,  the  varie- 
ty cultivated,  and  the  effects  of  climate  and  soil  upon 
its  qualities;  and  were  it  not  for  the  periodicals  of 
tlie  country,  edited  by  enterprising  and  talented  in- 
dividuals, we  would  have  but  the  barren  returns  of 
the  custom-houses  to  enlighten  us  in  regard  to  a  pro- 
duct which  alone,  in  Europe,  yields  a  revenue  supe- 
rior to  our  receipts  from  all  the  importations  into 
the  United  States. 

Having,  then,  no  source  of  information  of  an  offi- 
cial nature,  except  the  annual  statement  of  "com- 
merce and  navigation,"  prepared  by  the  register  of 
the  treasury,  which  gives  the  export  of  crude  and 
manufactured  lobacco,  and  the  import  of  the  same, 
I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  upon  others  for  such 
details  as  their  particular  pursuits  justified  the  be- 
lief they  could  furnish,  and,  in  addition,  have  ad- 
dressed letters  to  the  governors  of  several  of  the  to- 
bacco-growing states,  asking  their  aid  in  reference 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  with  a  view  of  sup- 
plying such  information,  which,  in  the  absence  of 
official  data,  together  with  the  pressure  of  otRcial 
duties,  I  am  precluded  from  giving. 

By  reference  to  the  annexed  tables,  the  growth  of 
tobacco  in  this  country,  as  appears  by  the  quantity 
exported,  can  only  be  a  matter  of  inference  and. con- 
jecture. Some  approach  to  certainty  as  to  the  quan- 
tity grown  might  be  made,  if  we  could  obtain  the 
precise  amount  inspected,  and  the  amount  exported. 
The  difference  between  these  quantities,  together 
with  that  portion  of  the  products  which  is  not  sub- 
jected to  inspection,  might  be  fairly  chargeable  to 
the  home  consumption.  What  proportion  entered 
into  the  home  consumption  during  our  colonial  con- 
dition, and  since  we  became  independent,  taking  into 
consideration  the  population  at  different  periods,  I 
am  unable  to  say. 

It  is  weW  known  that  tobacco  has  been  the  great 
staple  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  from  their  first  set- 
tlement; and  to  trace  its  rise  from  the  date  of  its 
earliest  cultivation  to  the  present  time;  its  introduc- 
tion into  Europe;  and  the  cause  which  led  to  its  cul- 
tivation there;  and  the  extensive  demand  for  it, 
growing  out  of  the  necessities  of  all  addicted  to  its 
use  since  it  has  become  almost  a  necessary  of  life, 
would  only  be  to  give  a  liistorical  outline,  in  lieu  of 
ascertaining  the  quantity  grown,  based  upon  autlien- 
tic  data,  tending  to  show  its  great  increase  as  a  com- 
tnercial  staple,  and  the  immense  interests  involved 
in  its  cultivation  in  the  U.  States. 

It  appears  from  "Macpherson's  Annals  of  Com- 
merce," that  the  average  quantity  imported  from  the 
North  American  colonies  into  England  for  ten  years 

Preceding  the  year  1790,  was   23,858,666  pounds. 
'rom  the  same  authority  and  returns  made  to  the 
treasury,  the  export  of  crude  and    manufactured  to 
bacco,  from  1761  to  1840,  was  5  247,785  hhds.— the 
annual  average  63,637  hogsheads:  allowing  6  cents 
per  pound  as  ttie  average  price,  would  yield,  iJ373,' 
040,520 — the  annual  average,  §5,173,873. 
For  20  years  preceding  1790,  the  ave- 
rage export  was,     ....     50,421  hhds. 
From  1790  to  1800,  the  average  ex- 
port was, 81,793    " 

From   1800  to  1S20,  the  average  ex- 
port was 61,198     " 

From  1820  to  1840,  the  average  ex- 
port was 89,600    " 

What  would  have  been  the  export  for  the   same 


period,  had  it  not  been  for  royal  monopolies  and 
heavy  duties,  may  be  inferred  from  the  estimate 
made  by  Mr.  Dodge,  the  tobJicco  agent,  who,  upon  a 
given  ratio,  makes  the  possible  annual  consumption 
of  American  tobacco  in  Europe  844. 6S8  iihds. 

The  consumption  of  one-half  the  quantity  estima- 
ted by  Mr.  Dodge,  say  422,344  hhds.,  being  more 
than  four  times  our  present  export  of  tobacco,  would 
annually  introduce  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  there- 
by increasing  our  revenue  by  enlarging  our  importa- 
tions, add  to  the  shipping  interests  by  requiring  extra 
tonnage,  remunerate  the  planters  for  their   invest- 

ents,  and  give  new  life  to  the  crippled  condition  of 
the  tobacco-growing  states. 

The  effect  of  foreign  prohibitions  and  monopolies 
on  the  tobacco  interests  may  be  seen  in  the  smail- 
ness  of  the  quantity  of  tobacco  exported,  as  com- 
pared with  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
duce it.  The  census  of  1840.  shows  that  tobacco  is 
grown  in  every  state  and  territory;  and  allowing  one 
million  of  square  miles  to  that  portion  which  is  or- 
ganized and  settled,  we  would  have  640.000,000  of 
acres;  and  taking  the  low  estimate  of  a  hundreth 
part  as  capable  of  yielding  tobacco,  and  only  one 
hogshead  to  the  acre,  the  quantity  would  be  6,400,- 
000  hogsheads,  or,  taking  the  thousandth  part,  the 
produce  at  the  same  rate  would  be  640,000  hogs- 
heads. 

In  relation  to  the  cultivation,  manufacture,  and 
consumption  of  tobacco  in  Europe,  the  able  report 
of  Mr.  Dodge,  late  special  agent  of  the  U.  States  to 
Germany,  is  submitted  as  containing  the  most  re- 
t  and  authentic  information  on  the  subject,  and 
as  part  of  this  report.  The  minute  detail  given  by 
Mr.  Dodge  as  to  the  quantity  grown  and  duties 
charged,  with  other  statistical  information  bearing 
upon  the  subject  of  his  mission,  will  repay  an  atten- 
tive perusal  by  all  interested  in  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  foreign  legislation  on  this  important  staple. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  W.  G.  Lyford, 
esq.  of  Baltimore,  an  interesting  and  able  document 
has  been  received  on  the  growth  and  variety  of  to- 
bacco cultivated  in  several  of  the  states  and  territo- 
ries, from  whicli  the  following  extract  is  taken. 

Extract  fi'om    W.  G.  Lyford^s  docume^if.        ' 

"The  first  states  in  which  tobacco  was  known  as  a 
staple,  were  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  probably 
North  Carolina,  in  which  it  was  so  cultivated,  when 
they  were  colonies.  In  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Ten- 
nessee, and  if  not  previously  in  North  Carolina,  ge- 
nerally, it  has  in  a  portion  of  it,  ever  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution,  and,  as  regards  the 
three  states  classed  with  it,  so  come  from  the  terri- 
torial family  into  that  of  the  states.  The  state  of 
Missouri  is  growing  the  article  to  a  very  considera- 
ble extent,  and,  within  the  last  three  or  lour  years, 
the  increase  has  progressed  almost  geometrically — 
last  year  it  having  reached  from  20  to  25,000  hhds. 
Its  quality  approximates  nearer  that  of  Virginia, 
than  the  yield  of  any  other  state,  and,  in  what  its 
peculiar  excellence  consists,  will  be  noticed  when 
spealiingof  Virginia. 

"About  30  hogsheads  were  received  at  St.  Louis 
last  year  from  the  Platte  country;  a  section  which 
has  not  been  inhabited  over  two  or  three  years;  and 
great  preparations  were  making  for  another  crop,  as 
indications  were  favorable  for  a  greater  yield  the  ap- 
proaching season.  It  will  doubtless  be  cultivated  as 
a  staple  in  Missouri  in  a  few  years.  In  Illinois, 
(particularly  in  the  northern  section),  in  the  counties 
of  Winnebago  and  Ogle,  and  in  the  vicinity  ofBloom- 
ingville,  are  the  portions  as  yet  most  celebrated  for 
its  growth:  the  yield  last  year  was  very  luxurious, 
the  land  producing  from  1,500  to  2,500  lbs.  to  the 
acre.  The  leaf  was  very  expansive,  and  better  cal- 
culated for  cigars  than  for  any  other  manufacture. 
In  the  territory  of  Wickonsan,  attempts  have  been 
made  to  cultivate  the  article  also;  and,  from  the  suc- 
cess which  followed  witliin  the  last  year  or  two,  it  is 
calculated  to  stimulate  to  further  exertions.  In  the 
territory  of  Iowa,  about  1,000  hhds.  have  been 
grown,  and  the  experiment  promised  fair. 

"In  the  states  of  Arkansas  and  Loui.=;iana  there 
have  been  only  moderate  parcels  grown,  not  exceed- 
ing annually,  probably,  300,000  lbs.,  and  these  are, 
mostly  of  a  peculiar  quality,  such  as  is  not  met  with 
in  many  other  sections  of  the  union.  This  tobacco 
by  incorporating  it  with  a  foreign  article,  is  manu- 
factured into  wiiat  is  termed  'carrots,'  and  these,  by 
being  grated,  are  converted  into  the  celebrated  'Nat- 
chitoches snuff.' 

"In  Florida,  the  growth  is  light;  but,  from  the 
adaptation  of  the  soil  and  the  temperature  of  the 
climates,  a  species  of  the  Cuba  tobacco  is  grown, 
which  is  admirably  suited  for  the  manufacture  of 
cigars. 

"There  are  small  exports  occasionally  to  foreign 
markets,  and  also  shipments  coastwise,  and  the  in- 
voices are  readily  taken  by  manufacturers.  It  is  not 
probable  that  cotton  will  ever  give  place  to  tobacco; 


but,  should  the  prices  of  the  former  continue  to  de- 
cline, as  those  of  the  latter  have  been  maintained  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  it  would  not  be  a  sub- 
ject of  surprise  if  a  compromise  between  the  plan- 
ters should  be  the  result. 

"Georgia  and  .Alabama  also  grow  the  article,  and 
within  the  last  year  or  two,  the  section  known  as  the 
'Cherokee  country' has  produced  freely,  and  those 
few  who  have  embarked  small  capitals  in  the  enter- 
prize,  conceive  the  investments  good  ones.  The  par- 
cels which  have  sold  in  the  Mobile  market,  [for  some 
10  or  20  hhds.  have  been  recently  there],  were  con- 
sidered equal  to  -Virginia  seconds,'  and  commanded 
full  prices. 

"The  tobacco  of  Indiana  classes  with  the  'Ohio 
qualities' — the  yield  is  not  large — not  exceeding,  an- 
nually, 2  to  3,000  hhds.,  while  Ohio  produces  8  to 
10,000.  Kentucky  grows  it  extensively.  There  are 
fifty  counties  in  the  state,  each  of  which  produces, 
on  an  average,  750  hhds.  annually.  The  most  pro- 
ductive lands  lie  on  the  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Cumber- 
land, Green,  and  Banner  rivers.  From  3  to  5,000 
are  annually  forwarded  east,  via  the  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania canals,  and  the  retidue,  except  for  home 
use,  is  sent  to  New  Orleans.  The  article  grown  in 
this  state,  in  the  border  parts  of  Tennessee,  and  most 
of  the  other  western  states,  is  of  a  quality  distinct 
from  that  grown  on  the  eastern  side  of  the'Allegha- 
ny  mountains — it  is  used  almost  exclusively  for 
smoking,  although  occasionally,  small  lots  are  met 
with,  which  are  manufactured  into  chewing  tobacco, 
but  it  is  generally  converted  into  cigars.  In  Europe, 
nearly  all  the  tobacco  which  descends  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  is  brought  to  that  market,  is 
denominated  Kentucky. 

"Early  attempts  to  prepare  Kentucky  tobacco  for 
chewing  have  failed,  other  efforts  have  not  since  been 
made.  The  objection  arises,  it  is  said,  to  chewini^, 
that  the  tobacco  assumes  a  spongy  property — the  quid 
increases  to  an  unusual  size;  and  besides,  however 
favorable  the  appearance,  soon  after  the  leaf  is  ma- 
nufactured into  'lumps,'  it  loses  its  blackish,  rich  co- 
lor, and  becomes,  soon  after  exposure  to  the  action 
of  the  atmosphere,  what  is  termed  'frosted.'  This 
unfavorable  mutation  is  supposed  to  be  occasioned 
from  the  quantity  of  nitrous  fluid  it  imbibes  during 
the  process  of  vegetation.  These  latter  remarks 
are  intended  to  apply  solely  to  the  product  of  Ken- 
tucky. In  the  New  England  states,  the  article  of  to- 
bacco is  also  cultivated  to  a  kind  of  fanciful  extent, 
and  little  is  sent  abroad — Connecticut  forming  an 
exception;  for  in  this  state  is  grown  what  is  termed 
the  'seed  leaf,'  the  product  of  the  Cuba  seed,  and  the 
yield  is  probably  half  a  million  of  pounds  annually. 
The  flavor  approximates  very  nearly  the  Cuba  to- 
bacco, and  the  leaf  will  command  the  highest  prices; 
and,  besides  that  which  is  manufactured  into  cigars 
at  home,  considerable  portions  are  exported  to  the 
north  of  Europe. 

"The  quality  degenerates,  however,  in  the  course 
of  three  or  four  years,  and  then  recourse  is  again  had 
to  the  foreign  seed  for  sowing. 

"Tobacco  for  chewing  is  furnished  almost  exclu- 
sively by  Virginia;  certainly  'the  best'  is  from  that 
state. 

"That  portion  of  North  Carolina  by  which  it  is 
bounded,  and  wliose  waters  have  their  source  in  the 
higher  regions,  and  which  mingle  with  those  of  the 
former,  produce,  to  a  small  extent,  an  article  which 
loses  very  little,  probably,  in  comparison  with  the 
'Virginia  weed.' 

"The  soil  and  climate  appear  peculiarly  adapted  to 
its  cultivation;  the  leaf  is  rich  in  color,  and  heavy  in 
consequence  of  its  'fatness.' 

"The  foreign  exports  have  always  been  large,  and 
considerable  portions  are  also  exported  for  smoking 
and  for  the  manufacture  of  snuff. 

"The  loss  in  its  manufacture  is  very  small,  for 
there  is  a  market  ever  for  the  offals.  The  stems 
will  generally  bear  freight,  and  are  exported  to 
Germany,  where  they  are  Battened  and  cut  into 
small  fibres  for  smoking,  and  are  so  used  by  the  pea- 
santry. 

"In  all  the  states  not  hitherto  named,  among  which 
is  Maryland,  (which  grows  annually  30,000  hogs- 
heads or  upwards),  the  article  is  almost  exclusively 
adapted  for  smoking,  or  for  the  manufacture  of  snuff; 
in  the  former  in  pipes,  or  by  being  converted  into 
cigars. 

"There  is  a  want  of  uniformity  in  the  weight  of 
hogsheads;  the  average  of  the  smaller,  as  .Vlaryland, 
Ohio,  &.C.  being  about  800  lbs.  while  those  of  the 
larger,  in  which  Virginia  is  the  more  prominent,  ave- 
rage about  1,400;  those  of  Kentucky,  and  some  other 
western  states,  are  about  1,300.  In  speaking  of  hogs- 
heads generally,  the  average  of  the  producing  states 
is  called  1,000  lbs.  per  hhd. 

"Manufactured  tobacco  for  chewing,  which  is 
mostly  to  be  met  with  in  boxes,  (instead  of  kegs,  as 
formerly),  is  selected   and   comprcssad   with  great 


280 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  2,  1842— TOBACCO. 


care — the  average  of  the  boxes  about  ISOlbs.  nett; 
and  a  bale  or  ceroon  of  foreign  average  about  100 
lbs.  nett." 

Cortsuviption  of  tobacco.* 

Various  estimates  have  been  made  in  the  consump- 
tion of  tobacco  in  the  United  Stales.  The  great 
difficulty  in  arri^  ing  at  a  fair  result  as  to  the  quantity 
consumed  arises  from  the  want  of  proper  returns  by 
the  tobacco  growing  states,  showing  the  quantity 
grown,  the  number  of  hogsheads  inspected  and  ex- 
ported. In  the  absence  of  this  datum,  and  from  the 
general  use  of  tobacco  in  this  country,  it  may  easily 
be  imagined  how  erroneous  opinions  are  formed  and 
extravagant  views  taken  of  the  quantity  consumed, 
■when  the  extraordmary  growth  of  other  staples  is 
made  the  standards  of  comparison;  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  the  population,  at  the  rate  of  .")!  per  cent, 
per  annum,  supervenes  to  stimulate  the  mind  in  its 
conjectures  on  the  subject.  In  no  instance  has  the 
basis  been  given  on  which  the  estimate  of  consump- 
tion was  made;  and  the  reason  is,  no  datum  existed,  or, 
if  in  existence,  it  was  not  accessible. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  tobacco,  taken  from 
the  records  of  the  government,  afforded  the  only  ap- 
proximate test  of  the  consumption,  and  that  is  solely 
a  matter  of  inference.  Thus  it  is  we  have  to  grope 
in  the  dark  for  statistical  conclusions  upon  the  sub- 
ject affecting  the  interests  of  a  million  of  people  con- 
nected with  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  this 
important  staple. 

The  probable  quantity  consumed,  however,  may 
be  approximated  by  assuming  the  difference  between 
the  growth  and  the  quantity  exported  as  the  amount 
consumed:  and,  with  this  view,  the  average  growth 
of  tobacco  of  five  of  the  states,  (taking  a  series  of 
years,  say  from  1820  to  1840),  compared  with  the 
total  exports  for  the  same  period,  will  come  as  near 
to  the  amount  consumed  as  any  other  basis  can  afford. 
Averaging  the  growth,  therefore,  of 


centum;  over  1839,  87  per  centum;  over  1838,  47  per 
centum;  and,  when  compared  with  the  quantity 
grown  in  the  United  States  and  its  territories,  which, 
according  to  the  census  of  1840,  amounted  to  185,136 
hogsheads,  will  show  the  consumption  to  be  one- 
fourth,  viz: 

The  quantitv  grown  in  1840,  185, 1 36  hhds. 

Export  of  1841,  147,793 

Amount  of  consumption,  37,343 

Mr.  Dodge  estimates  the  consumption  at  75,000 
hogsheads,  which  he  believes  to  be  far  below  the 
quantity. 

The  consumption  in  England  of  tobacco,  in  1786, 
was  6,846,606  lbs.;  in  imS,  14,510,551  lbs.;  in  1838, 
23,149,726  lbs. — being  an  increase  of  consumption 
over  the  first  period  of  338  per  cent,  and  over  the 
latter  59  per  cent.  Owing  to  the  system  of  smug- 
gling tobacco  into  the  kingdom,  caused  by  the  high 
duty,  the  official  statements  do  not  afford  safe 
data  as  to  the  amount  imported  or  consumed;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  the  importation  and  consump- 
tion would  be  one-fourth  part  greater  if  the  duty  was 
less. 

The  total  importation  into  Great  Britain,  from 
1786  to  1838,  was  1,242,972  hhds.  allowing  1,200 
pounds  for  each.  The  total  re-exportation  for  the 
same  period  was  682,385  hhds.  and  the  consumption 
391,379  hhds.  The  duty  paid  upon  601,797  hhds. 
imported  into  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  from 
1790,  was  .£97,088,448,  equal  to  $346,024,558  the 
original  cost  of  the  tobacco  charged  with  this 
enormous  amount,  at  6  cents  the  pound,  being  but 
$43,829,384. 

The  average  importation  into  France  of  American    mto  and  re-expqrted  from  the  United  Kingdom  from 
tobacco,  from  1820  to  1840,  was  7,341  hhds.     From    1785  to  to  1838,  inclusive.     Imported,  1,491,567,484 


Maryland 
Virginia 
N.  Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


at  22,600  hhds.  for  20  years. 
39,200     " 
8,750     "  " 

16,550     " 
30,000  hhds.  for  20  years. 


2,342,000 


Hhds. 
From  this  deduct  the  to- 
tal export  for  20  years  1,792,000 

Leaves  hhds,  .550,000 

for  the  home  consumption,  bemg  nearly  one-fourth 

of  (he  quantity  grown. 

The  export  of  1841   was   147,793  hogsheads— be- 
ing an  increase'  over  the  export  of  1840  of  23  per 


tobacco  in  the  U.  States  has  been  shown.  An  open 
and  free  competition,  in  the  absence  of  onerous  du- 
ties abroad,  might  lead  to  such  an  extensive  culture 
as  to  depreciate  the  artjcle,  unless  the  demand  kept 
pace  with  the  supply. 

[Here  follow  tabular  statements  from  A  to  U,  in-   ■ 
asive,  of  which  we  have  room  to  give  only  a  brief 
abstract]: 

A.  Statement  of  tobacco  imported  and  exported 
annually  into  and  from  England  and  Scotland  during 
the  period  from  1761  to  1775. 

The  average  yearly  imports  were  84,957,539 
pounds;  70,798  hhds.  The  average  yearly  exports 
73,050,546  lbs.;  60,875  hhds average  yearly  con- 
sumption, 11,906,992  lbs.;  9,922  hhds.  Excess  of 
imports  over  exports,  178,604,890  lbs.;  148,837  hhds. 

B.  Showing  the  quantity  of  tobacco  exported  from 
the  United  Colonies  from  1772  to  1782  inclusive. — 
Total  pounds  exported,  484,145,972— consumed  or 
remaining  on  hand  in  Great  Britain,  191,752.506  lbs. 
do.  in  other  countries  in  Europe,  292,371,966  lbs. 

C.  1.  Quantity  of  tobacco  exported  from  the  U. 
States  from  1787  to  1769,  inclusive.  Total  pounds 
exported,  267,311,000 — consumed,  or  remaining  on 
hand  in  Great  Britain,  133,811,431  lbs.— in  other 
countries  of  Europe,  133,500,159  lbs. 

C.  2.  Tobacco,  snuff  and  manufactured  tobacco, 
exported  from  the  United  States  from  1790  to  1820, 
inclusive,  and  its  value  since  1802.  2,028,401  hogs- 
heads leaf  tobacco,  average  price  for  eighteen  years, 
$89  45  per  hogshead.  Total  value  since  1802, 
$108,282,696.  Snuff  and  naanufactured  tobacco,  12,- 
048,396  lbs. 

D.  Number  of  pounds  weight  of  tobacco  imported 


a  French  memorial  on  the  commerce  and  navigation 
between  France  and  the  United  States  communicated 
by  A.  De  Bacourt,  the  French  minister,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  and  submitted  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  in  July,  1841,  I  find  that  the  A- 
merican  tobacco  forms  four-fifths  of  the  whole  im- 
ports of  foreign  tobacco  into  France;  that,  from  1828 
to  1838,  there  has  been  a  continual  increase  in  the 
quantity  imported,  with  the  exception  of  the  year 
1831.  The  import  in  1828  was  952,851  kilogrammes, 
and  in  1840  it  reached  6,249,627  kilogrammes,  equal 
to  14,060,411  lbs. 

The  editor  of  the  "Register""}  says,  "that  the  con- 
sumption of  American  tobacco  was  far  from  attain- 
ing in  France,  at  the  lime  when  that  branch  of  com- 
merce was  free,  the   amount  to   which   it  has  now 
reached.     During  the  period  from  1806  to  1810,  un- 
der the  tree  'regime,'  the  average  quantity  introduc- 
ed everv  year  was  but  2.742,020  kilogrammes,  while 
that  average,  from  1820  to  1835,  went  up  to  3,242,- 
883  kilogrammes;  and  that,  in  the  ten  years  between 
1830  and  1840,  it  reached  6,249,627  kilogrammes.— 
■'It  has  been  stated  that   the  annual  consumption    It  must  be  remarked,  besides,  that  the  free 'regime' 
now  amounts  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  millions  of  |  existed  during  the  French  empire,  when  Franco  had 
counds-givingseven  pounds  to  every  man,  woman,  |  a   much  more  extended  territory,  and  a  population 

*^ '■"     "■■ — ;ju..  iv „, -' much  larger  than  at   the  present  time."     However 

this  may  be,  it  appears,  from  a  memoir  presented  to 
M.  De  Vergennes  in  1785,  the  value  of  the  consump- 
tion was  estimated  at  ten  millions  of  livres,  nearly 
equal  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  while  in  1836,  the 
supply  furnished  for  that  year  had  reached  only  to 
the  value  of  $907,000. 

Maniifttclured  tobacco. 
In  the  absence  of  any  authoritative  source  in  rela- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  tobacco  manufactured  in  the 
U.  States,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  table  of  ex- 
ports for  the  quantity  and  value  therein  stated,  and 
iea^e  the  consumption  of  the  same  by  the  people  of 
the  U.  S.  to  be  inferred  from  the  average  growth  of 
a  number  of  years,  and  the  amount  exported,  as  has 
already  been  observed. 

The  manufacture  of  tobacco  has  increased  four- 
fold since  1790.  The  quantity  exported  from  1821 
to  1840  shows  an  increase  over  the  preceding  thirty 
years  of  483  per  cent.  From  182]  to  1830,  the  ex- 
port was  22,867,262  lbs.  valued  at  $l,n4i;,410;  from 
1830  to  1840  the  export  was  35,117,369  lbs.— an  in- 
crease of  53  per  cent,  and  valued  at  $3,620,171. 

From  1S33  to  1840,  the  quantity  of  tobacco  of  fo- 
reign growth,  imported  in  a  manufactured  state,  a- 
mounled  to  638,827  boxes  of  cigars,  containing  1,000 
each,  and  valued  at  $7,006,788;  snufl' 72,339  lbs.  and 
crude  tobacco  121,133  lbs.  valued  at  $63,619.  A  very 
small  quantity  is  exported. 

From  a  review  of  the  subject  as  above  detailed, 
the  great  inequality  between  the  return  made  to  the 
planters  and  the  enormous  amount  levied  by  Euro- 
pean governments  upon  our  staple,  is  very  evident. 
What  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  tobacco  interest, 
if  foreign  restrictions  were  removed  and  free  impor- 
tation allowed,  is  a  matter  about  which  a  diversity  of 
opinions  may  be  entertained.     The  capacity  to  grow 


and  cliild.  The  sum  annually  paid  by  the  consumers 
of  this  quantity  of  tobacco,  in  its  manufactured  state, 
has  been  computed,  by  a  writer  in  the  'Portsmouth 
.lournal,'  at  $20,000,000."  Dr.  Mussey,  in  his  "Es- 
say on  the  influence  of  tobacco  on  life  and  health,'" 
says:  "Eighty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  cigars,  ac- 
cording to  estimate,  were  consumed  in  the  city  of 
New  York  in  1810;  at  that  rate  the  present  annual 
consumption   would  amount  to  more  than  200,000 

dollars.  .,      ,, 

"The  Reverened  0.  Fowler,  from  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  statistics  of  tobacco  consumption  in  the 
U.  S.  estimates  the  annual  cost  at  $10,000,000;  time 
lost  by  the  use  of  it  at  $12,000,000;  pauper  tax  which 
it  occasions  at  $3,000,000. 

"This  estimate  I  believe  to  be  considerably  below 
the  truth;  it  has  been  estimated  that  the  consumption 
of  tobacco  in  this  country  is  eight  times  as  great  as  in 
France,  and  three  times  as  great  as  in  England,  in 
proportion  to  the  population. 

"According  to  the  editor  of  the  'New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser,'  100,000  persons  in  the  city 
(about  one-third  of  the  whole  population;  are  sup- 
posed to  be  smokers,  and  the  average  cost  to  each 
smoker  is  computed  to  be  10  cents  a  day;  total  daily 
*il0,OO0,  and  the  annual  cost  $3,fi.')0,000." 

[.American  ./llmanac. 
"In  1834,  the  consumption  of"  tobacco  in  value  was 
estimated  by  Mr.  Hunt,  (editarof 'Hunt's Merchants' 
Magazine,')  at  $16,000,000,of  which $9,000,000  were 
supposed  to  have  been  for  smoking  Spanish  cigars 
*6  000,000  for  smoking  American  tobacco  and  chew- 
ing, (equal  to  the  valueof  the  annualexport),  and  $500- 
000  for  snuff'.  In  1838,  the  consumption  of  tobacco  had 
increased  to  100,000,000of  pounds,  valued  at$20,000- 
000  cost  to  the  consumers."  It  is  regretted  that  no 
data  are  given  on  which  the  above  estimate  is  made. 
Mr.  Lyford  estimates  the  consumption  at  one-fourth 
of  the  quantity  grown  in  the  United  Slates. 


re-exported,  viz:  raw,  818,862,744— manufactured 
39,159.694 — delivered  forborne  consumption,  469,- 
655,681.  It  was  asserted  in  parliament  in  1833,  that 
the  consumption  of  tobacco  in  1832  had  increased  31 
percent,  since  1814. 

E.  Statement  of  the  number  of  pounds  of  tobacco 
charged  with  duty,  and  amount  of  duty  paid  on  the 
same,  from  1793  to  1838,  (5  years  excepted).  Total 
pounds  charged  with  duty,  722,156,0.57  or  601,797 
hhds.  Amount  of  duty  paid,  df97,088;443,  or  $346,- 
024,558,  at  $4  80  to  is.  Average  per  year,  13,995 
hhds.  Consumption,  8,153  hhds.  Yearly  balance, 
5,842  hhds. 

F.  Statement  of  the  tobacco,  snuff  and  manufac- 
tured tobacco,  exported  from  the  United  States  an- 
nually, from  1821  to  1840,  inclusive.  In  1821,  66,- 
858  hogsheads— value,  $5,648,962— average  value 
per  hogshead,  $84  49 — pounds  of  snuff",  44,552 — 
pounds  of  manufactured  tobacco,  1,332,949 — valueof 
two  last,  $149,083.  Total  value  of  tobacco  trade, 
$5,793,045.  In  1840,  119,484  hhds.  Value,  $9,833,- 
957- average  value  per  hhd.  $81  05.  Total  in  20 
years,  1,792,000  hhds.  Value,  $131,346,514— aver- 
age value  per  hhds.  $73  21— pounds  of  manufactured 
tobacco,  57,196,254— of  snuff",  788,477— value  of 
snuff  and  manufactured  tobacco,  $5,566,581.  Total 
value  of  tobacco  trade,  $127,029,138.  In  1341, 
147,793  hhds.     Value,  $12,573,244. 

G.  Statements  showing  to  what  countries  the  lai^ 
ger  portion  of  tobacco  is  exported  annually,  from 
1821  to  1840,  inclusive.  England,  521,640  hhds.— 
Value,  $50,194,456.  France,  146,834  hhds.  Value, 
$16,361,346.  Holland,  423,707  hhds.  Value,  $21,- 
907,465.  Germany,  373,913  hhds.  Value,  $18,734,- 
186.     All  other  countries,  322,901  hhds. 

H.  Statement  of  manufactured  tobacco  imported 
into  the  United  Slates,  from  1820  to  1840.  Cigars, 
boxes  (containing  1,000  each),  638,857.  Value, 
$7,006,788— pounds  snuff",  72,839— other  than  snuff 
and  cigars,  121,133  pounds— value  $63,619. 

I. 

Pounds  of  tobacco  gathered  in  each  state  and  terntory  in 

1340,  05  appears  by  tlie  census  of  1840. 

States.  Pounds. 

Maine 30 

New  Hampshire 115 

Massachusetts 64,956 

Rhode  Island 347 

Connecticut 471,655 

V^ermont         .......       585 

New  York 744 

New  Jersey 1,922 

Pennsylvania 325,008 

Delaware 272 

Maryland 24,816,012 

Virginia 75,347.106 

North  Carolina 16,772,359 

South  Carolina 51,519 


fHazard's  Register. 


Georgia     . 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Tennessee 

Kentucky 


161,804 

273,302 

.      83,471 

119,824 

25,530,432 

53,436,909 
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Ohio 8,942.275 

Indiana 1,820,306 

Illinois 564,329 

Missouri 9,067,913 

Arkansas 143.439 

Michigan 1,602 

riorida 75,274 

Wiskonsan 115 

Iowa         .......  8,075 

District  of  Columbia 55,550 

Total  in  the  United  States  222,163,336 

Hogsheads  185,134,  at  1,200  pounds  each. 

K.  Statistical  table  showing  the  aggregate  amount 
of  manufactures  of  tobacco,  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed, and  capital  invested  in  the  United  States. 
Value  afmamir-  ^o.  of  per- 
fiu:turcd  arti-      sons  eui- 
cles.  ployed. 

Eastern  states  $399,158  696 

Northern  mid'l.  do.  1,474,329  1,725 

Southern     "       "     2,827,856  4,136 

Western  states  855,747  1,112 

L.  Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  tobacco  in 
spected  in  the  state  of  Virginia  from  1821  to  1841. — 
In  1821,  28,599  hhds— in  'l840,  50,931  hhds.  Total 
805,070  hhds. 

M.  Account  of  the  number  of  pounds  weight  of 
leaf  and  manufactured  tobacco  that  paid  duty  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for 
the  year  ending  5th  January,  1840.  Leaf  tobacco, 
22,971,406  pounds — gross  amount  of  duty  received 
^3,431,908— manufactured  tobacco  and  cigars  196,02; 
pounds— duty  >if88,176-snuff' 278  pounds— duty  <f83. 

N.  Statement  showing  the  distribution  of  the  to- 
bacco in  pounds  re-exported  in  each  year  since  1826 
to  1831  from  Great  Britain. 

O.  Statement  showing  the  number  of  hogsheads  of 
tobacco  actually  consumed  in  E\irope,  and  the  esti- 
mated amount  of  revenue  derived  by  each  govern- 
ment from  the  same.  Germany  38,000  hhds — reve- 
nue $1,200,000— duty  paid  §3  23— Great  Britain 
18,000  hhds— revenue  {417,275,000- duty  paid  g72  75. 
France  10,000  hhds— revenue  $5,500,000.— (Mono- 


Capital 
invested. 

§201,425 
730,979 

1,748,045 
402,954 


ific/imoiiii,  JVfai-c/i  23,  1842.      [  and  foreign  countries.     The  sugar  culture  is  one  of 

Sir:  I  have  to  own  your  letter  of  the  17th,  asking  ;  the  most  important  interests  of  this  country  and  the 

my  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  protecting  our  tobacco  '  present  mistaken  policy  of  the  government  would,  if 

trade  by   retaliatory  duties.      I  enclose  an  article,  I  persevered  in,  consign  it  to  a  speedy   and  inevitable 

written  by  myself  and  published  in  the  Whig  of  18th  |  destruction. 

December,  1840,  which  was  suggested  to  my  mind  Mr.  Evans  introduced  a  bill  to  define  and  establish 
in  consequence  of  Gov.  Gilmer's  message  to  the  Vir-  [  the  fiscal  year  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
ginia  legislature,  and  the  tobacco  convention  held  j  The  first  section  provides  that  after  1st  .luly,  1843, 
about  the  same  time  in  Maryland.     By  this  you  will  {every  fiscal  year  shall  commence  on  the  1st  of  July 


see  that  I  do  not  think  it  would  benefit  Virginia  to 
get  the  European  markets,  say  England,  France,  Italy 
and  Spain,  to  reduce  the  duties  very  low  on  tobacco; 
at  any  rate,  I  would  not  regulate  them  by  retaliatory 
duties.  At  the  same  lime,  I^ara  in  favor  of  a  high 
tariff,  and  to  discriminate  so  far  as  to  give  a  favora- 
ble and  decided  protection  to  all  articles  of  home 
manufacture;  and  this,  I  consider  we  have  a  right  to 
do.     I  ana,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  GRAY. 
Hon.  E.  W.  Hiibard. 


Farmville,  March  24,  1842. 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  was  received 
tills  morning,  and  I  hasten  to  give  you  a  very  con- 
densed sketch  of  ray  views  on  our  foreign  tobacco 
trade. 

It  appears  from  your  letter  that  you  apprehend  an 
attempt  from  certain  parties  to  disturb  the  existing 
relation  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  on 
I  the  tobacco  trade.  As  things  stand,  we  have  a  mo- 
nopoly of  this  trade  with  that  power;  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  result  of  very  short-sighted  statesman- 
ship to  object  to  the  present  excise  regulations  of 
England,  on  a  subject  which  can  atfect  only  her  own 
subjects.  The  English  pay  the  duty  on  such  tobacco 
as  they  consume,  to  their  own  government,  as  a  part 
of  its  revenue,  just  as  they  pay  for  the  lights  in  their 
windows;  and  our  tobacco  planters  have  just  as  much 
color  to  demur  to  the  one  tax  as  to  the  other.  The 
larger  amount  of  revenue  a  government  can  derive 
from  a  given  subject,  the  better  for  itself;  and  cer- 
tainly such  a  result  cannot  affect  the  grower  and 
furnisher  of  the  subject  unless  it  abridges  the  con- 


poly  or  $1  87   for  every  2  pounds  not  exceeding  22  |  sumption.   But  suppose  it  can  be  established  that  the 


72  cts.  per  lb. 


Snuff. 
12  cts.  per  lb. 


pounds  weight) — all  other  countries  20,396  hhds — 
revenue  §11,096,820.  Total  number  of  hogsheads 
consumed  in  Europe  86,396. 

P.  Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  tobacco 
grown  in  Europe  and  elsewhere,  &c.  Germany, 
33,333  hhds— Austria  and  dominions,  29,166— France, 
21,666— Russia,  17,500— Cuba,  10,746,000,  &c.  &c. 
Total,  125,900. 

Q.  Tariff  of  import  duties  on  tobacco  in  the  United 
States  and  in  foreign  countries. 
Tobacco. 
Manufactured.       Unmanvfnctured. 
United  States,     10  cents  per  pound.         15  per  cent 
Great  Britain,     $2  16 
France,  prohibited. 

Cigars. 
United  States,     $2  50  per  1,000 
Great  Britain,     §2  16  per  pound     $1  44  per  pound 
France,  &c.  &c. 

R.  Report  on  the  legislation,  &c.  of  foreign  coun- 
tries on  tobacco,  by   Joshua   Dodge,   esq.      Of  36 
states  in  Europe,  there  is  in  24  of  tiiem  perfect  free- 
dom of  competition  in  every  species  of  industry  ex- 
ercised in  the  article  of  tobacco.     Six  (viz:  Sardinia, 
Spain,  Roman  states,  France,  Austria   and    Parma,' 
have  adopted  the  system  of  monopoly,  or  of  a  state 
regie.     Five  have  adopted  the  system  of  farming  the 
tobacco,  (viz.   Portugal,  Naples,  Tuscany,  Poland, 
and  the  Canton  of  Valais,  in  Switzerland.) 
S.  Chronology  and  statistics  of  tobacco. 
T.  An  analysis  of  the  constituent  parts  of  tobacco. 
U.  Letters  in  relation  to  countervailing  duties,  &.c. 

House  of  representatives,  Maij  11, 1842. 
De.\r  sir:  Since  the  adoption,  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, of  the  resolution  offered  by  me,  calling 
on  your  department  for  information  relative  to  the 
growth,  consumption,  rate  of  duties,  and  exportation 
of  tobacco,  I  have  received  letters  from  some  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  extensive  dealers  in  Virginia. 
As  distinguished  gentlemen  from  one  or  tw'O  of  the 
tobacco-growing  states  have  recently  invited  public 
attention  to  this  subject,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
enclosing  the  letters  from  the  Virginia  dealers  to  you, 
and  should  be  pleased,  should  it  meet  your  approba- 
tion, to  have  them  inserted  in  the  document  now  be- 
ing prepared  by  you  on  our  tobacco  trade.  The  let- 
ters are  from  gentlemen  in  different  quarters  of  the 
state,  of  deservedly  high  standing,  and  of  known  ca- 
pacity and  experience  in  business;  and  this  circum- 
stance in  conjunction  with  the  remarkable  coinci- 
dence of  opinion  and  agreement  in  their  views  in  re- 
gard to  our  tobacco  trade,  imparts  additional  weight 
to  their  suggestions.  Respectfully,  your  obedient 
EDMUND  W.  HUBARD 
Hon.  Walter  Forward. 


consumption  is  lessened  by  the  excise.  Be  it  so; 
and  we  will  also  suppose  that  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
formity with  the  wishes  of  some  of  our  people,  re- 
duce the  duty  of  tobacco  one-half  What  think  you 
would  result?  Why,  I  apprehend  something  like 
this:  she  would  grant  the  privilege  of  grmotli  to  her 
subjects  at  home  and  also  lo  her  colonies — the  one 
to  raise  at  home,  and  the  others  to  export  as  much 
tobacco  as  might  furnish  the  deficiency  in  the  exist- 
ing rate  of  duty.  I  apprehend  that,  by  this  process, 
we  should  make  an  Irishman's  profit — gain  a  loss  in 
the  transaction.  In  France,  the  Government  holds 
the  trade,  and,  in  order  to  make  as  much  revenue  as 
possible  from  our  tobacco,  they  have  restricted  the 
growth  of  this  article  to  four  provinces  in  the  king- 
dom. A  little  injudicious  tampering  will  drive  her 
to  do  what  every  well  informed  man  knows  she  can 
do — to  grow  the  whole  of  her  own  tobacco.  At  one 
period  she  grew  18,000  hhds.  in  France  proper,  and 
she  could  easily  derive  from  her  colonies  such  de- 
ficiency as  miglit  occur.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
all  the  German  states.  There  they  have  always 
grown  tobacco  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  when 
the  price  of  tobacco  in  this  country,  from  whatever 
cause  it  may  arise,  becomes  excessive,  the  people 
take  but  little,  and  that  little  is  generally  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  shipper. 

In  looking  at  this  whole  subject  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  it  should  be  left  untouched.  I  am  per- 
fectly in  the  dark  when  I  attempt  to  apprehend  any 
good  that  may  result  from  change;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  think  1  can  see  evils  that  may  ruin  this 
branch  of  our  trade.  I  have  given  you  a  very  im- 
perfect outline  of  my  opinions  on  this  branch  of  our 
trade,  and  1  fear  you  will  derive  nothing  valuable 
from  them.  Let  them  pass  for  what  they  are  worth. 
Yours,  T.  LYLE. 

Hon.  E.  W.  Hubard. 

Many  additional  letters  of  gentlemen  of  various 
parts  of  Virginia,  of  similar  import  were  addressed 
to  Mr.  Hubard. 


TWENTY-SEVEIVTH   CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

June  23.  Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  presented 
35  memorials  from  citizens  of  Louisiana  praying  an 
augmentation  of  duty  on  foreign  sugars. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  his  gratification  that  the  feeling 
in  favor  of  a  tariff  was  becoming  universal,  and  that 
it  was  beginning  to  be  viewed  as  a  national  and  not  a 
party  question,  and  also  as  a  question  between  our  own 


and  terminate  on  the  succeeding  30tli  of  June;  the 
succeeding  sections  provide  that,  all  future  estimates 
shall  be  made  accordingly.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  claims  arising  from  Dan- 
cing Rabbit  Creek  treaty  was  then  taken  up  and  after 
a  few  remarks  from  iVfessrs.  Phelps  and  Henderson, 
wa^  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  revenue  bill  was  then 
taken  up;    when 

Mr.  E.  rose  and  explained  at  length  the  object  of 
the  bill  and  the  amendment  proposed,  which  was 
simply  to  leave  all  that  relates  to  the  distribution 
and  the  revenue  as  it  now  is  until  the  1st  August, 
1842.  Mr.  E.  went  into  a  history  of  the  wants  of  the 
treasury,  and  maintained  that  less  than  a  sum  of 
twenty  two  millions  would  not  meet  the  expenditures 
of  the  year.  The  receipts  must  fall  very  far  short  of 
that  sum,  and  could  not  be  more,  unless  there  was 
some  extra  legislation,  than  fourteen  to  sixteen  mil- 
lions. He  proposed  to  strike  the  following  proviso 
from  the  house  bill: 

'^Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
suspend  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  any  thing  herein  contained,  and  any  thing 
contained  in  the  proviso  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  approved  fourth  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-one,  entitled  'an  act  to  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights,'  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
"That  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  authorised  and  directed  by  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  4th  September,  1841,  entitled  'an  act  to 
appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  and  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights,'  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  suspended  and  postponed  until  the  first  day 
of  August,  1842;  and  the  said  act  of  the  4th  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  shall  be  no  otherwise  affected  or  modified 
than  merely  to  postpone  to  the  said  first  of  August 
next  the  distribution  of  said  proceeds  directed  by 
that  act  to  be  made  on  the  1st  July,  1842,  any  thing 
in  this  act,  or  the  said  act  of  the  4th  September,  1841, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  Evans,  in  explaining  the  bill,  gave  briefly  the 
necessities  which  existed  for  its  passage.  It  was  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful  v/hether  there  was  any  law  by 
'  ich  any  duties  could  be  collected  after  the  30th 
of  June,  unless  this  bill  was  passed,  except  perhaps, 
in  the  case  of  a  few  articles,  the  duties  upon  which 
had  been  imposed  by  a  law  of  the  last  session. 

He  was  ol^  opinion,  as  well  as  other  senators  about 
him,  that  there  would  be  no  such  law.  He  turned 
to  the  compromise  act  and  argued  that  it  left  no  such 
law  after  the  30th  June.  Until  the  last  day  of  June, 
the  duties,  thus  modified  and  reduced  by  the  act,  are 
continued;  but  there  is  nothing  continued  ({fier  that 
time.  But  there  is  another  provision  showing  that 
express  legislation  was  contemplated  and  required, 
and  that  no  duties  could  be  collected  after  the  30th  of 
June,  without  a  special  law. 

The  senate  would  see  the  necessity  of  passing  some 
bill,  as  a  temporary  measure.  It  was  doubtful  whether 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  if  the  rate  of  duties 
were  settled,  could  execute  the  law  providing  for 
home  valuation. 

It  was  said  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  compro- 
mise, because  it  continues  a  rate  of  duty  beyond  20 
per  cent,  after  the  30th  of  June.  But  does  any  sena- 
tor really  suppose  that  no  rate  of  duty  beyond  20  per 
cent,  can  be  collected,  without  violating  the  compro- 
mise. The  compromise  has  been  violated,  for  the 
act  of  last  session  will  continue  in  force,  and  that  al- 
lows duty  beyond  20  per  cent. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  government 
with  a  revenue  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  millions.  But, 
sir,  it  is  no  violation  of  the  compromise.  No  one 
supposed  that  20  per  cent,  was  to  be  adhered  to,  if  it 
should  be  proved  entirely  inadeijuate,  to  carry  on  the 
government. 

Again,  it  was  objected  to  this  bill  that  it  violated, 
the  clause  of  the  distribution  act  which  suspends  ttiat 
act,  in  case  the  duties  exceed  20  per  cent. 

To  obviate  this  objection  to  the  bill,  he  loould  pro- 
pose lo  postpone  till  the  ]st  of  •August  the  operation  of  the 
distribution  act — that  is  lo  postpone  it  to  the  same 
time  that  the  revenue  laws  are  postponed  to. 

The  distribution  would  not  take  effect  on  the  1st 
of  July.  But,  if  by  the  1st  of  August  a  revenue  bill 
passed,  raising  duties  over  20  per  cent,  without  re- 
pealing the  distribution  law,  the  distribution  law 
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wruld  expire.  If  no  act  passed  on  the  subject,  then 
the  distribution  act  would  be  in  force  on  the  1st  of 
August. 

Mr.  Woodbury  conceded  that  the  act  of  1833,  se- 
cured the  collection  of  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 

The  porter  of  collection  was  still  preserved  by  the 
act  of  July,  1832,  wiiich  the  compromise  only  modi- 
fied in  amount,  and  did  not  repeal  the  right  to  collect. 
He  read  the  passages  from  both  acts,  to  show  that 
the  power  of  collection  was  not  impaired  by  the 
compromise  act.  Both  acts,  and  the  great  object  of 
the  compromise  act,  did  not  look  to  such  a  strict 
construction.  If  the  fifth  section  was  to  be  so  strictly 
construed,  there  never  could  be  any  authority  for 
collecting  over  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hmiliiigton  argued  to  show  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  passing  this  iav^-,  on  the  ground  that  no 
duties  could  he  collected  under  Ihe  compromise  act 
after  the  30th  June.  He  dissented  from  the  conclu- 
sions drawn  by  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
and  contended  that  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates 
•would  be  called  upon  to  decide  the  question.  He 
denied  the  possibility  of  carrj  ing  out  the  law  of  1832 
by  the  law  of  1833,  as  they  were  opposed  to  each 
other  in  mode  of  valuation,  besides  being  irreconci- 
le^ibleas  tothe  amount  of  duty.  But  the  compromise 
act  had  not  left  the  matter  open  to  construction;  for 
it  provided  for  the  repeal  of  all  acts  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act  itself. 

He  understood  that  there  was  a  -vessel  laden  with 
with  foreign  goods,  at  this  very  moment,  beating  on 
and  off  the  Hook,  waiting  for  the  Ist  of  July  to  enter 
New  York,  in  view  of  landing  hercargo  free  of  duty; 
and  she  will  do  it  with  inipunity,  if  this  bill  is  not 


The  debate  on  this  proposition  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  Walker,  White,  and  others;  when 

Mr.  Berrien  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  that  offered  by  JMr. 
Evms: 

"That  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the 
act  entitled  'an  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to  grant  pre-emption 
rights,'  passed  September  4,  1841,  and  the  provision 
in  the  sixth  section  of  the  said  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  suspended  until  the  10th  of  August 
ne.-it,  after  which  day  the  said  provisions  of  the  said 
second  and  third  sections,  and  the  provision  in  the 
said  sixth  section,  shall  remain  and  be  in  force." 

This  led  to  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Jircher,  Crit- 
tenden, Berrien,  and  others  participated;  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Cuthberl,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Preston,  Rives,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Woodbury, 
Wright— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Gra- 
ham, Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tall- 
madjje.  White,  Wuodbridge — 22. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
clause  in  the  amendment.of  Mr.  Evans,  which  failed. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Et'itiis,  as  given  above,  when  the  debate  was  fur- 
ther continued  by  Messrs.  Rives,  Huntington,  Wood- 
buni,  Simmons,  Crittenden,  Choate,  and  others;  when 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  prevailed. 
And  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  24.  The  p-esidcnt  of  the  senate  laid  before 
the  body  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  15th 
April  last,  in  relation  to  testing  by  e.Nperimenls  the 
invention  of  Thomas  S.  Easton,  to  prevent  the  burst- 
ing of  steara  boilers. 

Memorials  were  presented  for  the  abolition  of  the 
franking  privilege;  from  citizens  of  Bufi'alo  against 
reduction  of  army  or  navy;  and  for  redress  by  indi- 
viduals interested  mthe  Illinois  lead  mines. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bates, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
inform  the  senate  v\  hen  Ihe  late  superintendents  of 
the  public  armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Fer- 
ry were  removed,  and  whether  successors  have  been 
appointed;  and,  if  appointed,  when,  by  whom,  and  in 
virtue  of  what  authority,  and  the  purport  of  their 
commission. 

The  bill  to  adjust  the  claims  arising  from  the  trea- 
ty of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  was  discussed  at  much 
length,  and,  alter  having  been  amended,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  senate  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  being 
the  bill  to  extend  for  a  limited  period  the  act  to  lay 
and  impose  duties. 

The  question  ptnding  was  the  aoiendmcnl  propos- 
ed by  Mr.  Erans. 


Mr.  Bices  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  great  I 
length  on  the  general  principles  of  distribution,  and  i 
the  necessity  that  existed  for  a  strict  observance  of 
the  compromise  act. 

Mr  Crittenden  replied  seriatim  to  the  arguments 
of  I\lr.  Rives,  saying  that  the  same  objections  pre- 1 
senled  themselves  to  the  measure  when  the  senator 
voted  for  the  act  of  1841. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Wal- 
ker, Buchanan,  Huntington,  JlrcUer,  Kerr,  Preston,  and 
others;  when  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind. 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Berrien,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Preston, 
Rives,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  yValker, 
Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young     18. 

Mr.  Wright  then  renewed  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Burhanan  last  evening  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause 
of  the  amendment. 

On  which  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  resulted  in  yeas  19,  nays  22. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  when 
Mr.  King  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  as  amend- 
ed, and,  on  that  question,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
na\s;  which  were  taken  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Henderson,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Preston,  Rives,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Stur- 
cceoii,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Young— 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Choate, 
Clayton.  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Graham,  Hunt- 
ington, Kerr,  iVIangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 21. 

Mr.  Woodbury  then  moved  an  amendment,  to  the 
effect  that  the  amount  of  duties  collected  during  the 
month  of  July  shall  not  exceed  the  rale  of  20  per 
cent. 
This  motion  was  lost  without  a  division. 
The  amendment  was  then  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  amendment  having  been  reported  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time;  and,  on  the 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass."' 

Mr.  Walker  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  when  they 
appeared  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Benien,  Buchan- 
an, Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  AVal- 
ker,  Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 19. 

The  bill  as  it  passed  the  senate,  is  in  the  following 
words:  (Vetoed  on  the  29th.) 

An  act  to  extend  for  a  limited  period  the  present 
laws  for  laying  and  collecting  duties  on  imports. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  aiid  House  of  Reprcsenta- 
lircs  (.f  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  all  laws  in  actual  operation  on  Ihe  first  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  regulating  and 
fixing  the  amount  and  rate  of  duties  to  be  levied  and 
collected  on  goods,  wares  and  merchar^di^e  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  prescribing  the  mode  of 
collecting  the  same,  and  all  provisions  relating  there- 
to, shall  continue  and  be  In  force  as  they  existed  on 
that  day  until  the  first  day  of  August,  eijhieen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two,  at  which  time,  if  there  be  no 
further  legislation  on  the  subject,  the  laws  for  laying 
and  collecting  duties  shall  be  the  same  as  though 
this  act  had  not  been  passed;  any  thing  in  the  act 
entitled,  "an  act  to  modily  an  act  of  the  fourteenth 
day  of  July  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
approved  March  second  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding: 
Provided,  That  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands,  authorised  and  directed  by  the  act 
of  congress  passed  the  fourth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one  entitled  "an  act  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  Ihe  public  lands,  and  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights,"  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  suspended  aud  postponed  until  the  1st  ilay  of 
.■August,  1842;  and  the  said  act  of  the  4th  of  September, 
1841,  shall  be  no  otherwise  or  further  affected  or  modi- 
lied,  than  merely  to  postpone  to  the  said  1st  day  of  Au- 
gust next  the  distribution  of  said  proceeds  directed  by 
that  act  to  be  made  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1842; 
anything  contained  in  this  act,  or  the  said  act  of  the 
4lh  of  September,  1841,  to  the  contrary,  notwith- 
standing.    The  senate  then  adjourned. 


June  25.  The  senate  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  re-organization  of  the  army  and 
for  other  purposes — which  the  committee  on  military 
affairs  propose  as  a  different  and  a  less  expensive 
plan  of  reduction  from  that  suggested  by  the  house 
bill. 

Mr.  Preston  explained,  briefly,  the  objects  of  the 
bill,  and  intimated  that  the  report  which  accompa- 
nied it  would  give  all  the  information  desired. 

Mr.  Bates  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section, 
which  enacts  that  the  ofhces  of  the  sii[ierintendents 
of  the  armories  at  Springfield  and  at  Harpers' Ferry, 
shall  be  abolished,  and  that  the  duties  .shall  be  per- 
formed by  such  officers  of  the  ordnance  corps  as 
shall  be  designated  by  the  president;  and,  at  his  re- 
quest, a  memorial  was  read  showing  the  ill  treat- 
ment to  which  the  armorers  were  subjected  under 
military  rule  at  Springfield. 

Mr.  Preston  contended  that  abuses  in  those  armo- 
ries were  the  result  more  of  the  regulations  than  the 
fact  of  there  being  military  superintendents.  If  in- 
justice should  be  done  to  any  of  the  workmen,  a 
statement  could  be  laid  before  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment; if  satisfaction  should  not  be  then  rendered,  an 
appeal  might  be  made  to  the  secretary  of  war,  or  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Young  remarked  that  the  superintendent  at 
Harpers'  Ferry  had  Iieen  dismissed,  and  an  officer  of 
the  ordnance  corps  had  been  appointed  to  the  place. 
If,  therefore,  the  section  should  be  stricken  out,  as 
moved  by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  the  mat- 
ter would  be  left  precisely  where  it  now  w-as.  To 
avoid  this,  he  would  submit  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  of  Ihe  senator,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  section, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  that  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fices of  the  superintendents  at  the  armories  at  Spring- 
field and  Harpers'  Ferry  shall  not  be  performed  by 
officers  of  the  ordnance  corps  or  other  officers  of  the 
army,  but  shall  be  confided  to  civil  superintendents, 
of  competent  knowledge  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Bales  accepted  of  the  amendment. 

Mr:  Benloyi  opposed  it.  and  expressed  himself  in 
favor  of  the  section  as  contained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tappan  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, and  argued  that  none  but  mechanics  were  com- 
petent to  superintend  these  establishments. 

Mr.  Preston  remarked  that  they  proposed  to  take 
scientific  men  from  the  ordnance  department,  men 
of  affairs  who  were  well  qualified,  from  experience, 
to  discharge  the  duties  required. 

Mr.  .ircher  said  that  if  it  were  true  that  a  military 
administration  was  for  the  public  good,  still  it  would 
be  forever  found  that  it  would  be  irreconcileable  to 
the  temper  of  those  who  were  employed  in  the  armo- 
ries: and  as  the  feelings  of  these  operatives  were  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  respect,  he  would  vote  forthe  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Huntington  was  opposed  to  it,  as  he  thought 
that  competent  men  could  be  selected  from  the  ord- 
nance department;  and  this  would  save  the  expense 
of  employing  a  civil  otBcer. 

Mr.  Siunnons  did  not  regard  the  duties  to  be  per- 
formed at  the  armories  as  military  operations,  but  as 
mechanical;  and  to  appoint  military  men  to  superin- 
tend mechanics  was  most  singular;  therefore  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  argued  that  if  government 
turned  manufactuier,  it  must  employ  practical  men 
to  superintend  the  armories. 

Mr.  Rives  had  learned  from  persons  who  resided  at 
Harpers'  Ferry  that  the  military  discipline  in  the  ai^ 
niory  at  that  place  had  caused  great  dissatisfaction, 
and  he  believed  that  it  would  produce  rebellion 
among  the  workmen,  from  time  to  time,  so  long  as  it 
should  be  continued;  tlierefore  he  hoped  that  the 
amendment  would  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Young  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Buchanan,  Clay- 
ton, Chcate,  Crafts,  Fulton,  King,  Mangum,  Aliller, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spragiie,  Tallmadge,  Tappan, 
Woodbridge,  Wright,  White,  Young— 23. 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Benton,  Berrien,  Conrad, 
Crittenden,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Linn,  Mc- 
Roberts, Morehead,  Preston,  Walker^  Wilcox— 14. 

Mr.  Btichanan  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  sec- 
tion, as  follows: 

"That  the  oflice  of  commissary  general  of  pur- 
chases, shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abolished, 
and  the  duties  thereof  shall  hereafter  be  performed 
by  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  fitc. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Preston, 
.fircher,  Conrad  and  Jf'alker  participated,  the  question 
was  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
nays  17.     The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  27.  .4  message  was  received  from  the  houso 
(sec  house  proceedings)  announcing  the  death  oftbs 
hon.  Wm.  S.  flastings,  whereupon 
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Mr.  Bates  arose  and  addressed  an  eulogy  on  the 
character  and  services  of  the  deceased  and  conclud- 
ed by  offering  the  usual  resolutions  of  condolence  and 
respect  to  his  memory  which  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  Jersey,  then  rose  and  address- 
ed the  senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  t  rise  but  to  add  another  shade  to 
the  gloom  which  now  pervadesthis chamber,  by  com- 
municating to  the  senate  the  sad  intelligence,  which 
I  received  this  morning,  of  the  death  of  my  colleague, 
the  hon.  S.imcel  L.  Southard. 

He  died  yesterday  morning  at  twenty  minutes  past 
ten,  al  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia. 

It  is,  Mr.  President,  about  one  short  month  since 
our  friend  left  that  honored  seat,  now  occuftied  by 
yourself.  He  parted  from  us  somewhat  broken  in 
health  and  constitution,  but  he  carried  with  him  our 
ardent  hopes  and  our  sincere  pr;>yers  that  a  short  re- 
laxation from  the  cares  and  labors  of  official  station 
would  soon  restore  him  to  us,  in  renewed  life  and 
health. 

But,  alas!  a  wise  but  a  mysterious  Providence  has 
ordered  it  otherwise.  Death  has  disappointed  our 
hopes,  and  our  respected  friend  and  colleague  has 
passed  forever  from  this  scene  of  his  usefulness — cut 
off  from  all  the  active  associations  of  private  and 
public  life;  and  we  are  now  called  to  mourn  over  the 
death  of  him  whom  it  was  our  pleasure  to  honor 
while  living. 

After  announcing  this  afflictive  event,  the  feelings 
of  my  heart  urge  me  to  sit  down  and  be  still  beneath 
the  influences  of  the  solemn  associations  which  crowd 
around  this  mournful  dispensation  of  providence, 
leaving  it  to  another  and  a  more  fit  occasion  to  speak 
of  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased.  To  speak 
now  of  the  many  honors  which  he  honestly  won,  of 
the  rich  virtues  that  he  cultivated,  and  of  the  exalted 
talents  which,  for  thirty  years,  he  devoted  to  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  would  be  only  to  sharpen  the 
grief  and  to  deepen  the  calamity  of  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Southard  was  born  on  the  9th  of  June,  1787 
at  Baskingridge,  county  of  Somerset,  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey.  Born  and  brought  up  under  her  free 
institutions,  educated  in  her  schools,  and  a  graduate 
of  her  college,  he  was  in  principle  and  in  feeling 
every  inch  a  Jerseyman.  Duly  appreciating  his 
worth,  his  native  state  called  him  early  into  her  ser- 
Tice. 

A  few  years  after  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
at  the  age  of  about  twenty-six,  he  was  placed  upon 
the  bench  of  our  supreme  court.  After  dischargmg 
the  duties  of  that  responsible  office  with  distinguished 
ability  for  several  years,  he  was,  in  the  year  18:21, 
first  elected  senator  in  congress.  He  then  coutinued 
a  member  of  this  body  until  the  23d  of  November, 
1823,  when  he  resigned;  and  on  the  9th  day  of  De- 
cember, of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Monroe  honored  him 
with  his  confidence  by  placing  him  m  the  cabinet  as 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  which  high  office  he  conti- 
nued during  the  whole  term  of  Mr.  Adams'  adminis- 
tration. 

His  services  in  that  department  are  fully  known 
to  the  country  and  duly  appreciated  by  the  navy, 
whose  glory  and  interest  he  ever  delighted  to  main- 
tain and  promote. 

Upon  the  retiring  of  Mr.  Adams'  cabinet,  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Southard  returned  to  his 
native  state.  She  rec«ived  him  with  open  arms  and 
with  all  the  ati'ection  due  to  a  worthy  son,  who  had 
been  absent  for  a  time  doing  good  service  in  the 
cause  of  our  common  country. 

After  serving  his  stale  at  home  in  the  capacity  of 
attorney  general  and  governor,  he  was  again,  in  1833, 
chosen  senator,  and  after  serving  his  terra  of  six 
years,  was  re-elected  for  the  third  and  last  time  on 
the  15th  November,  1838. 

And  now,  after  an  official  service,  well  and  faith- 
fully performed,  for  over  twi  nty  years,  in  the  full- 
ness of  manhood,  with  a  ripened  intellect,  a  matured 
judgment,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  confidence  of 
this  august  body,  manifested  in  their  promoting  him 
to  the  presidency  of  the  senate,  it  has  pleased  Al- 
mighty God  to  close  his  earthly  career. 

Another  mortal  blow  has  been  struck  at  this  se- 
nate—another  seal  is  vacant — another  voice  is  silenc- 
ed by  death.  AHlictive  as  tiiis  blow  is  to  us  and  to 
the  nation,  it  has  lallen  with  tenfold  severity  upon 
that  little  devoted  domestic  circle  which  surrounded 
his  bed  and  soothed,  as  far  as  human  affection  could 
soothe,  the  pillow  of  a  dying  father  and  husband. 

I  would  not  on  this  occasion  obtrude  within  that 
sacred  family  circle  but  to  sympathize  and  console: 
to  speak  of  those  private  virlnes,  those  affections  of 
the  heart,  which  endeared  him  to  his  family  and 
friend; 

To  a  mind  of  a  high  and  commanding  order — to 
talents  which  could  grasp  and  comprehend  all  the  af- 
fairs of  a  mighty  nation — he  united  a  simplicity  of 


disposition,  which  never  failed  to  surround  him  with 
many  a  true  friend  in  life,  and  left  him  without  a 
single  enemy  in  death. 

Impressed  while  young,  throutrh  the  precepts  and 
examples  of  pious  parents,  with  the  truths  of  our  holy 
religion,  their  benign  influences  were  never  lost  upon 
him  amidst  the  exciting  scenes  through  which  he 
passed  in  manhood.  Firmly  convinced  of  the  reality 
nd  importance  of  Christianity,  he  was,  on  all  fit  oc- 
casions, the  bold  and  eloquent  advocate  and  defender 
of  order,  morality,  and  religion;  and  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  religion  of  his  fathers,  impressed 
upon  his  youthful  mind,  and  cherished  in  his  riper 
years,  did,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  vouchsafe  to 
him  in  death  Us  hopes,  its  consolations,  and  its  salva- 
tion. 

When  Mr.  „¥i//er  closed  his  remarks — 

Mr.  King  immediately  rose  and  said  that  the  me- 
lancholy event  which  had  been  announced  with  so 
much  eloquence  and  so  much  feeling  by  the  friend 
and  colleague  of  the  deceased,  left  him  but  little 
further  to  add.  It  had  been  his  good  fortune  to 
have  been  for  many  years  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  distinguished  individual  now  no  more. 
He  had  known  him  in  public  and  private  life,  and 
could  bear  full  testimony  to  his  kindness  of  heart  and 
amiableness  of  disposition,  as  well  as  to  the  uniform 
courlesy  and  ability  with  which  he  discharged  the 
arduous  duties  confided  to  him  by  this  distinguished 
and  illustrious  body. 

He  is  gone,  (said  Mr.  K.)  and  it  now  becomes  our 
last  melancholy  duty  to  pay  to  his  memory  that  tri- 
bute of  respect  so  deservedly  due.  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  the  hon.  Sumttel  L  Southard,  which  will  take  place 
to-morrow  at  12  o'clock;  that  the  senate  will  attend 
the  same,  and  that  notice  thereof  be  given  to  the 
house  of  representatives. 

Resolved  miiinimously,  That  the  members  of  the 
senate  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of 
respeetdue  to  the  memory  of  the  hon.  S.  L.  Sov.lka.rd, 
the  late  president  pro  tern,  thereof,  will  go  into  mourn- 
ing (or  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm. 

Resolved,  unanimomly.  That  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Satnuel  L.  Sou- 
thard, the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  28.  Funeral  of  the  late  ex-president  of  the 
senate  Mr.  S.  L.  Southard.  The  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  preceded  by  its  speaker  and 
officers,  proceeded  to  the  senate  chamber,  to  join  in 
the  last  tribute  to  their  departed  associate  and  friend; 
where,  in  the  presence  of  a  part  of  his  family,  of  the 
members  of  both  houses,  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  and  all  the  heads  of  departments,  of  the  resi- 
dent diplomatic  corps,  the  commander  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  army,  and  a  number  of  citizens  and 
strangers,  a  funeral  discourse,  accompanied  with 
prayer,  was  pronounced  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Tuston. 

At  the  conclnsion  of  this  ceremony  a  procession 
was  formed  from  the  senate  chamber  to  the  outer 
door  of  the  capitol,  where  the  hearse,  bearing  the 
remains  of  the  deceased,  awaited  their  escort;  and  in 
prescribed  order  they  proceeded  with  it  to  the  con- 
gress eemetry  for  interment. 

JusE  29.  The  presiding  officer  laid  before  the  se- 
nate a  communication  from  the  war  department  in  re- 
ference to  the  superintendents  of  armories  at  Spring- 
field- The  answer  of  the  secretary  is,  that  the  old 
superintendents  were  removed,  and  that  since  their 
removal,  the  duties  have  been  performed  by  officers 
of  the  ordnance  department. 

Mr.  Miller,  o{  lievi  Jersey,  offered  a  resolution  re- 
questing ihe  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  to  inform 
the  governor  of  New  Jersey  of  the  vacancy  in  the  se- 
natorial delegation  from  New  Jersey,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Southard.  The  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed. 

An  additional  joint  resolution,  which  had  been  be- 
fore the  senate  occasionally  for  months,  was  this 
morning  adopted.  It  calls  upon  the  claimants  v/hose 
claims  have  been  once  reported  against  to  bring  ad- 
ditional evidence  as  to  the  justice  of  their  claims  be- 
fore presenting  their  claims  a  second  time.  The  re- 
solution was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  26  to  11. 

A  resolution  of  Mr.  Bagby,  of  Alabama,  submitted 
some  days  since  was  taken  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  what  amount  of  money,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  contract  price,  was  paid  to  John  Ross  for 
the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the  v/est  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  for  what  additional  services  said 
amount,  if  any,  was  paid;  and  that  the  committee 
have  power  to  send  lor  persons  and  papers,  and  re- 
port the  result  of  their  inquiries  to  the  senate  with 


Mr.  B.  said  in  introducing  the  resolution,  that  he 
had  heard,  (and  had  good  reason  to  believe  in  its 
truth),  that  John  Ross  had  received  for  the  service 
specified,  in  addition  to  the  price  established  by  the 
contract,  the  enormous  sum  of  ^580,060. 

Mr.  Sevier  and  Mr.  Morehead  suggested  modifica- 
tions, which  led  to  the  postponement  of  the  subject 
until  to-morrov/. 

Mr.  I'oiMii;  of  Illinois  presented  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  corporations  of  Georgetown  and  A  lexandria 
expressing  their  assent  to  the  transfer  of  stock  held 
by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  company  to  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Numerous  memorials  were  presented  in  behalf  of 
the  tariff  by  Mr,  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Choate  from  the  naval  committee  reported 
v/ithout  amendment  the  bill  for  supplying  deficien- 
cies in  the  naval  pension  fund. 

Mr.  Preston  made  a  brief  defence  of  this  claim  be- 
ing for  military  services,  when  it  was  informally  pass- 
ed over  until  to-morrow  when  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts  will  make  the  proper  defence. 

The  bill  from  the  military  committee  to  reduce 
the  army  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  propos- 
ing to  substitute  civil  for  military  superintendents  of 
the  armories,  and  the  substitute  was  rejected  by  yeas 
13,  nays  21.  The  bill  was  then  postponed,  and  after 
an  executive  session 

The  senate  adjourned. 


manner,  an  honesty  of  purpose,  and   a  kindness  of  the  least  practicable  delay 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  June  23.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  jl/cA"eii)ian,  of  Pa.  in  the  chair),  and  took  up 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  navy  as  re- 
turned amended  from  the  senate. 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill,  as  it  had  been  passed 
by  the  house,  is  in  the  following  words: 

No.,1.  For  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty 
officers  and  seamen,  two  million  three  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Prcrvided,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  con- 
gress, no  part  of  this,  or  any  future  or  existing  ap- 
propriation, shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any 
officers  in  the  navy  appointed  after  this  date, beyond 
the  number  in  each  grade  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1841;  and  that  the  excess  now  in  the  service  beyond 
that  number  shall  be  reduced  as  fast  as  deaths,  re- 
signations, and  promotions  will  adroit. 

Which  said  clause  the  senate  had  amended  to  read 
thus: 

No.  1.  For  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty 
officers  and  seamen,  two  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Provided,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  con- 
gress, the  officers  of  the  navy  shall  not  be  increased 
beyond  the  number,  in  the  respective  grades,  that 
may  exist  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress; nor  of  midshipmen,  beyond  the  number  now 
in  service.  And  all  vacancies  of  midshipmen,  when 
filled,  shall  be  supplied  from  states,  territories,  and 
District  of  Columbia,  which  at  the  time  shall  not 
have  their  due  proportion  of  midshipmen,  having  re? 
gard  to  federal  numbers,  in  the  service,  provided 
suitable  applications  are  made  for  the  same. 

And  the  question  was,  "will  the  house  concur 
therein?" 

Mr.  Burnell,  of  Pvlass.  took  the  floor,  and  adverted 
to  the  increasing  commerce  of  the  U.  States  in  all 
the  seas  of  the  world  and  maintained  the  necessity 
of  its  being  adequately  protected.  After  exhausting 
this  theme  he  remarked  that  had  he  time  he  would 
call  attention  to  the  insufficiency  of  our  force  in  the 
Mediterranean,  the  iniquitous  pursers'  system,  by 
which  the  common  sailors  had  so  long  beeA  imposed 
upon,  &c.     His  hour  expired  and 

Mr.  ing-CT'so/f  addressed  the  committee.  Bethought 
that  for  a  peace  establishment  our  navy  was  now  too 
large.  In  proportion  to  the  smallness  of  both  army 
and  navy  will  be  their  excellence.  To  enlarge  them 
in  time  of  peace,  would  deteriorate  them.  No  one 
yet  had  said  one  word  against  the  navy.  All  were 
its  friends.  He  thought  its  expenditures  might  be 
reduced  §2,000,000  per  year.  The  pay  in  the  navy 
for  captains  dov/n  to  seamen  appeared  to  him  out  of 
all  reason.  The  pay  of  no  other  navy  in  the  world 
compared  with  it.  .  No  man  could  go  into  any  town 
or  village  without  finding  naval  officers  out  of  ser- 
vice. No  doubt  a  great  many  of  them  desired  to  be 
out  of  service.  Expenditures  might  be  reduced  also 
at  the  navy  yards.  Though  a  friend  to  reduction  he 
had  opposed  its  being  done  on  an  appropriation  bill, 
though  a  venerable  member  of  this  body  had  assert- 
ed that  it  must  be  done  this  way  or  it  could  not  be 
done  at  all. 

Steam  power  had,  as  it  were,  taken  up  Europe  and 
put  it  within  a  few  days  of  us;  it  had  changed,  with. 
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in  a  few  years,  the  whole  face  of  the  world.  The 
dock-yards  of  England  used  to  be  six  weeks  from 
America;  they  were  now  but  two  weeks.  And  he 
would  say  to  gentlemen  of  the  west,  that  he  had  un- 
derstood there  was  nothing  wanting  but  to  enlarge 
the  locks  of  the  Welland  canal — a  mere  affair  of 
brick  and  morlar — to  enable  British  and  French 
steamers,  in  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  leaving 
Portsmouth  or  London,  to  be  at  Chicago,  Detroit, 
and  Cleveland.  Let  these  things  be  borne  in  mind. 
He  thought  the  navy  was  large  enough  with  a  view 
to  its  own  merits  in  time  of  peace.  He  believed  a 
small  navy — one  rather  within  than  without  our 
means,  (and  so  with  an  army,  indeed  he  cared  but. 
little  about  the  army) — would  answer  our  purpose 
better  than  a  large  one. 

He  flattered  hm^self  that  he  was  as  much  an  eco- 
nomist as  any  member  of  the  house,  and  yet  he 
would  not  vote,  because  our  finances  were  embar- 
rassed, to  cut  down  our  defences  or  in  any  respect 
impede  the  onward  progress  of  our  country.  A  gen- 
tleman who  was  here,  whom  he  need  not  name,  had 
told  him  in  conversation,  a  few  days  since,  that  our 
government  might  be  restored  to  financial  prosperit} 
in  a  couple  of  years.  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  it. 
We  were  alfthis  time  in  difficulty,  but  that  difficulty 


ofl5cers  on  annual  pay  when  they  were  doing  no  ser- 
vice. And  he  believed  that  any  man  who  did  not 
come  forward  to  reduce  these  improper  expenditures 
would  be  recreant  and  faithless  to  those  principles 
on  which  the  whigs  had  been  brought  into  power. — 
Mr.  S.  dwelt  at  sotne  length  on  the  abuses  which  had 
thus  crept  into  the  service,  and  on  the  paramount  ne- 
cessity of  reforming  them. 

Mr.  Jldams  next  addressed  the  committee.  Confin- 
ing himself  to  the  item  now  before  the  committee  for 
the  pay,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  not  been  convinced  that 
the  nation  could,  with  honor  orjustice,  retrench  the 
amount  appropriated  by  the  senate's  amendment, 
which,  as  he  understood,  was  conformed  to  the  esti- 
mates from  the  department.  And  he  should  there- 
fore vote  to  concur.  This  was  all  he  had  to  say  on 
that  matter. 

Mr.  A.  here  referred  to  a  speech  of  Mr.  PnffilVs, 
in  which  he  had  observed  thM,  .Massachusetts  had  a 
disproportionate  number  of  the  officers  of  tjie  navy: 
when  Mr.  A.  had  questioned  the  fact,  then  the  gen- 
tleman put  the  proposition  more  generally  and  said 
a  disproportionate  number  of  officers  of  government. 
As  to  that,  Mr.  A.  had  not  inquired;  hut  in  regard  to 
the  navy  be  had.  On  mquiry.  he  foimd  that,  look- 
to  the  total  number  of  officers   in  commission, 


was   easily  remedied.     Then  let  the  great  question  :  Massachusetts  had    her  full    nronortion,  and  e 


be  settled  whether  this  country  was  to  rely  entirely 
on  the  means  and  lessons  of  peace,  or  to  continue  to 
be  a  marshalled,  and,  if  need  be,  a  war-waging  coun- 
try. 

He  trusted  that  whatever  was  done  would  be  done 
with  the  feeling  that  the  navy  is  of  a  vast  and  nation- 
al importance,  and  in  that  view  the  navy  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  an  economical  peace  establishment.  By 
a  deliberate  administration,  he  thought  it  might  be 
brought  within  two-thirds  of  the  present  expendi- 
ture; whereas  if  they  got  to  v/orking  at  it  by  jerks 
and  cuts — to  reducing  it  in  provisions  to  appropria- 
tion bills,  and  applying  the  previous  question  without 
having  reports  from  a  committee  and  the  subject  de- 
liberated— he  was  afraid  they  would  do  great  injury 
to  the  public  service  and  to  this  great  bond  of  our 
union. 

Mr.  .Meiiwetker  referred  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  In 
gersoll,  to  which,  he  said,  he  had  listened  with  much 
pleasure.  The  gentleman  had  argued  the  question 
so  well  on  both  sides,  that  Mr.  M.  was  unable  to  de- 
cide on  which  side  of  the  question  his  argument  had 
the  greatest  weight. 

The  gentleman  from  Nantucket  (Mr.  i3nnip//)had 
told  (hem,  with  peculiar  emphasis,  that  the  condem- 
nation of  the  people  would  come  back  in  thunder  on 
this  house  for  the  course  they  had  pursued  on  this 
subject.  Where  was  this  thunder  to  be  forged.'  At 
Nantucket,  or  at  the  different  navy  yards  through 
the  United  States.'  But  a  few  days  since  he  had  seen 
a  paper  containing  most  disrespectful  slander  on  this 
house  for  having  dared  to  interfere  with  the  navy; 
and  he  had  found  that  the  article  was  indited  by  an 
honorable  chaplain  in  the  navy.  This  "thunder" 
was  to  be  forged  in  those  printing  sliops  deriving 
their  pay  and  subsistence  from  taxes  paid  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  M.  referred,  with  some  indignation,  to  a  re- 
port of  the  debate  in  the  senate  on  this  bill,  which 
had  distinctly  avowed  (said  Mr.  M.)  that  the  house 
had  made  an  unlawful  assumption  of  power  in  de- 
claring the  number  of  officers  that  should  bo  attach- 
ed to  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  Without  ap- 
pealing to  the  prejudices  or  passions  of  this  house, 
he  asked  them  to  stand  by  the  constitution  and  defend 
themselves  from  unlawful  and  wilful  assumption  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  senate  of  the  U.  Slates. 

Mr.  M.  contended  that  they  should  limit  the  num- 
ber of  the  officers  in  the  navy,  and  quoted  as  authori- 
ty to  show  that  this  retrenchment  as  proposed  by  the 
house  was  proper,  from  a  letter  of  one  of  the  senior 
officers  in  the  navy,  of  whose  respectability  bespoke 
in  high  terms.  He  referred  to  the  statement  given 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  in  his  report  of  the 
number  of  officers  who  for  the  last  ten  years  had  not 
been  at  sea,  or  in  service  on  shore,  several  of  whom 
during  that  period  had  received  from  iJl.S.OOO  to 
$25,000  compensation  vrithout  performing  any  ser- 
vice. Mr.  M.  held  that  the  number  of  officorsshould 
be  reduced.  Let  them  stop  these  abuses  and  pro- 
ceed to  this  great  work  of  reform,  and  when  they 
made  a  respectful  proposition  to  the  senate  for  this 
purpose,  let  them  not  receive  in  return  scorn  and  bit- 
ter reproach,  and  be  told  that  they  were  invading 
the  rights  of  the  senate  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  t<i>rigg  followed  against  the  amendment  of  the 
senate  and  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  passed  by  the  house. 
He  thought  that  the  house  had  here  a  solemn  duty  to 
perform — to  persist  in  correcting  abuses  and  that  by 
the  appropriation  bill.  He  believed  that  nothing  was 
more  strongly  calculated  to  bring  the  navy  into  dis- 
repute than  constantly  to  keep  three  or  four  hundred 


perhaps,  beyond  it.  Here  he  referred  to  a  table  he 
had  hastily  constructed,  from  which  it  appeared  that, 
out  of  68  captains,  who  had  served  their  country  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  years,  and  thus  attained  to  that 
grade,  there  were  from  Massachusetts  3,  from  Vir- 
ginia 14,  from  Maryland  9.  Now  he  would  appeal 
to  his  friend  near  him  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Kennedy) 
to  say  whether  that  was  a  just  relative  proportion, 
even  on  the  principle  of  "federal  numbers.'" 

In  the  rank  of  commanders,  out  of  97,  Massachu- 
setts had  10;  Virginia,  8;  Maryland,  14.  Here  Mas- 
sachusetts had  her  full  proportion.  But  how  was  it 
with  Maryland.'  Maryland,  however,  was  a  maritime 
state  and  was  entitled  to  a  fair  proportion. 

Next  came  lieutenants,  and  here  out  of  328,  Mas- 
sachusetts had  15;  Virginia,  70;  Maryland,  31;  and 
District  of  Columbia,  16!  Here  this  District  of  ten  t'"" 
miles  square,  with  her  30,000  inhabitants  (desirous 
of  being  re-ceded  to  theirown  states  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia)  got  16  lieutenants  in  the  navy.  While 
Massachusetts,  with  her  population  of  737,699  and 
her  9,000  or  10,000  mariners,  got  15.  Out  of  the  to- 
tal of  328,  two  states,  Virginia  and  Maryland,  got 
117,  while  Massachusetts  got  16.     Was  thfs  fair.' 

Then  of  the  70  surgeons,  Massachusetts  got  3;  Vir- 
ginia, 15;  Maryland  6;  District  of  Columbia  I. 

Of  past  midshipmen,  out  of  103  Massachusetts  got 
5;  Virginia  11;  Maryland  7. 

And  of  midshipmen,  of  whom  there  were  in  all 
307,  Massachusetts  got  20;  Virginia  47;  Maryland  23; 
District  of  Columbia  21. 


Mr.  A.  said  he  should  not  have  felt  himself  called 
on  to  exhibit  this  statement  of  facts  but  for  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Prnffit), 
that  Massachusetts  had  received  an  undue  proportion 
of  appointments  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  Proffit.  Out  of  55  naval  commanders,  the 
south  has  but  2]. 

Mr.  Emrelt.  That  is  an  old  list  from  which  you 
quote. 

Mr.  Proffit.     Here  are  the  names. 

Mr.  Everett.     Yes;  but  it  is  an  old  list. 

Mr.  Mams,  after  recapitulating  a  little,  said  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  what  was 
contained  in  the  amendment  as  to  the  distribution  of 
naval  apointments. 

He  said  he  had  one  more  document  to  quote,  which 
brought  the  matter  close  home.  It  was  a  list  of  ap- 
pointments in  the  navy,  made  since  4th  April,  1841, 
under  the  administration  of  the  present  president  of 
the  United  States. 

Of  assistant  surgeons,  out  of  11,  Virginia  had  4, 
Maryland  2,  Massachusetts  1. 

Of  pursers,  Virginia  had  3,  Maryland  none,  Mas- 
sachusetts none. 

Of  chaplains,  (Virginia  had  not  greatly  burdened 
the  country  with  chaplains)  [a  laugh]  Virginia  had 
none,  Maryland  1,  Massachusetts  1. 

And  then  came  the  midshipmen.  Of  these  168  had 
been  appointed;  of  whom  Virginia  received  34,  Mary- 
land 17,  District  of  Columbia  20,  and  Massachusetts 
only  9. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Campbell  said  that  Tennessee  had  been 
credited  with  two,  but  these  were  in  fact  also  from 
Virginia. 

Mr.  .ijilnmshad  another  objection  to  the  rule  pro- 
posed. If  the  appointments  were  to  be  given  to  the 
states  according  to  federal  numbers,  it  would  often 
happen  that  there  would  not  be  applicants  for  the 
quotas  from  the  non-maritime  states  in  the  interior. 
This  was  to  be  expected.  There  did  not  exist  in 
those  states  the  same  propensity  to  go  to  sea,  which 
was  one  characteristic  of  the  New  England  popula- 
He  believed  there  was  not  a  single  registered 


seamen  in  the  whole  list  from  either  of  those  slates. 
Theirs  were  not  the  hardships  of  the  sea:  they  had 
hardships  of  their  own  to  encounter,  and  most  glori- 
ously did  they  meet  and  conquer  them;  but  their 
march  was  not  on  the  mountain  wave,  nor  was  their 
"home  upon  the  deep."  To  follow  the  sea  was  not 
the  passion  of  the  young  men  of  the  west;  it  was  in 
the  east.  And  what  would  follow.'  The  president 
would  take  the  vacancies  thus  occurring  and  fill  them 
according  to  his  own  pleasure,  and  what  that  pleasure 
was  the  house  had  just  seen. 

Mr.  A.  had  carefully  abstained  from  complaining 
at  what  was  given  to  Maryland  or  to  Virginia.     '^ 


o    -      NO' 
thing  delighted  him  more:  it  was  the  disproportion 

Such  was  the  relative  proportion  in  that  ori<'inal  °''  ^\^"^l^  he  complained:  that  most  of  the  appoint- 
appointment,  which  was  the  basis  of  all  subsequent  ""''Z"  ''^  S'™"  "''ere  the  navy  was  of  less 
proportion.  From  tliis  grade  of  midshipmen  were  to  ;"iP"''"".<^e  to  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  fewest  to 
come,  in  the  end,  our  post  captains  and  all  our  dis-  '"'■"  P"''''""  <>'  the  union  where  it  was  of  the  great- 
tinguished  commanders.  What  was  the  chance  of ;  f"!';™'!^,'!'""!?-,  M''-  ■'^- Ijeld  it  his  duty  to  cherish 
Massachusetts,  in  comparison,  for  the  appointment 
of  those  officers  who  should  carry  the  Hag- of  the  U 
States  round  the  world  in  glory.'  He  was  stating 
facts;  he  was  complaining  of  the  crying  injustice 
which  liad  been  done  to  Massachusetts,  as  compared 
with  some  other  states  of  the  union.  And  the  com- 
parative view  he  had  exhibited  reminded  him  of  an 
occurrence  which  took  place  in  the  house  many  years 
ago,  when  one  of  the  pension  bills  was  under  debate. 
A  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  remarked 
that,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  while  by  far  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  men  who  did  the  fighting 
came  from  the  north,  and  mainly  from  New  England, 
much  the  greater  number  of  officers  came  from  the 
south,  when  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  gravely  said, 
"a  very  just  proportion."  [A  laugh].  Possibly  some 
gentlemen  thought  that  the  relative  number  of  offi- 
cers from  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  was  "a  very 
just  proportion." 

Mr.  A.  regretted  thathe  could  not  show,  in  like 
manner  from  what  states  the  seamen  of  our  navy 
came;  but  of  this  there  was  no  record.  Many  of  Iheiu 
were  from  abroad.  But  as  to  the  proportion  which 
came  from   Massachusetts,  a  pretty  clear  indication 

ght  be  obtained  from  the  olficial  return  of  regis- 
tered seamen  in  the  merchant  service,  and  he  accord- 
ingly read  some  items  from  that  return,  dated  m  Scp- 
teniljer,  1841,  as  follows:  Total  number  of  registered 
men,  9,163;  from  .Maine  l,02t;  from  New  Hamp- 
re  93;  from  Massachusetts  4,031;  from  Marvland 
3-<:i;  District  of  Columbia  103;  Virginia  213. 

Here  Mr.  Sprig;;  broke  forth  again  and  exclaimed 
hurra  for  old  Virginia!" 

Mr.  Mtinii.  Yes;  hurra  for  old  Virginia,  with  all 
my  heart  and  soul.  None  rejoices  in  her  glory  more 
than  I  do.  I  am  willing  to  give  her  the  elder  son's 
portion,  but  not  70  to  15,  not  14  to  3. 


the  interests  of  the  navy  all  in  his  power,  not  only 
because  he  viewed  it  as  the  strength  and  glory  of 
the  country,  but  as  an  object  of  peculiar  interest 
to  his  own  constituents,  who,  he  must  contend,  were 
entitled  to  their  full  share  in  appointments  to  its  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  J\/cC/eHnii  arose  and  defended  the  proviso  in- 
serted in  the  bill  from  the  house. 

Mr.  Mark  A.  Cooper  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
spoke  with  great  animation,  chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Jldams,  whom  he  warmly  accused  of  inconsistency 
in  so  strenuously  resisting  the  interference  of  the 
senate  in  the  apportionment  bill,  and  now  advising 
to  yield  to  that  body  on  a  question  of  appropriation 
— a  subject  which  as  exclusively  pertained  to  that 
house  as  did  the  apportionment  of  representatives. 
Instead  of  moving  the  house  to  adhere,  as  he  had 
then  done,  he  now  was  for  accepting  at  once  of  the 
whole  proposition  of  the  senate  to  increase  the  naval 
appropriations;  and  he  had  honestly  avowed  his  mo- 
tive ill  this,  which  was,  that  the  interest  of  his  own 
constituents  was  connected  with  the  enlargement  of 
the  navy.  Moved  by  this  consideration,  the  gentle- 
man shifted  his  ground,  recanted  all  he  had  so  vehe- 
mently said  against  senatorial  encroachments,  and 
advised  concession.  This  reminded  Mr.  C.  of  an 
anecdote  respecting  some  man  who  had  taken  the 
temperance  pledge,  who  very  stoutly  resisted  all 
solicitations   to   break    it,   but  had  soon   after  been 

nself  the  first  to  propose  to  his  companions  to 
drink. 

Mr.  C.  held  that  the  safety  of  a  republic  lay  in 
mplicity  and  a  rigid  economy;  he  went  for  a  small 
army  and  a  small  navy.  Let  the  despo'ic  govern- 
ments of  Europe  reverse  the  policy,  and  depend  for 
their  continuance  on  large  armies  and  great  fleets; 
our  true  wisdom  lay   in  the  course  he  had  indicated. 
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But,  were  it  otherwise,  this  was  no  propitious  season 
for  augmenting  our  riavy,  when  our  finances  were  at 
their  present  low  condition.  I!o  hoped  the  nmend- 
ments  would  be  promptly  rejec:.- J,  and  that  tlic  hou-c 
■would  exiilbit  firmness  in  resisting  all  attempts  of  the 
senate  to  overrule  it. 

Mr.  Fillmore  next  arose  and  spoke  chiefly  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Mernwtlher. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army  as 
returned  amended  from  the  senate  was  then  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  referred  to  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Fridat,  Jdxe  24.  Mr.  Thompaon,  of  Indiana,  on 
leave  given,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
■was  adopted: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  house  the  report  of 
the  geological  survey  of  the  territories  of  VVisconsan 
and  Iowa,  made  by  David  Dale  Owen,  esq. 

The  bill  in  relation  to  Virginia  military  bounty 
lands  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Goode,  of  Va.,  replied 
to  the  arguments  urged  against  the  claims. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pa.,  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  withdrew  it  to  enable  iNIr.  Hall  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  amendment. 

*'And  that  said  committee  further  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  to  recover  back  any 
payments  that  may  have  been  made  on  unfounded 
claims." 

And  then,  the  morning  hour  having  almost  expir- 
ed, the  subject  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

The  private  calendar  was  then  taken  up,  and  va- 
rious bills,  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  until  one 
appropriating  §20  000  for  relief  of  General  James 
Watson,  for  slaves  sold  in  Florida,  the  avails  of 
■which  the  government  had  received,  was  arrived  at. 
Mr.  Mams  hod  objections  to  it,  which  he  could  not 
give,  because  the  bill  was  not  debatable,  the  rule 
prescribing  that  bills  only  to  which  there  was  no  ob- 
jection could  be  considered  on  the  first  and  fourth 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  of  each  month. 

All  the  following  bills  on  the  calendar  were  then 
successively  objected  to  by  Mr.  J[I.  A,  Cooper,  of  Ga. 
and  the  committee  finally  rose  and  reported. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  na- 
val appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Charles  Brown  regarded  the  idea  of  getting  up 
a  navy  equal  to  one-half  of  that  of  England  as  a 
chimera. 

Mr.  Gnrdnn,  addressed  the  committee  at  some  I 
length.  With  professions  of  no  hostility  to  the  navy,  I 
he  proceeded  to  inquire  why  such  an  increase  of  ap- 1 
propriations  was  required,  and  why  the  secretary  of  j 
the  navy  had  been  compelled  to  call  on  congress  for ' 
these  large  appropriations.  He  referred  to  the  large 
number  of  officers  at  present  in  the  navy.  There 
■were  now  460  midshipmen. 

Mr.  .i}dnms  inquired  of  the  gentlemen  where  he 
got  his  statement  of  this  number.' 

Mr.  Gcrdon.  From  the  Navy  Register  for  the 
present  year.  There  were  460  midshipmen,  whose 
pay  on  sea  service  was  $400  per  annum,  on  other  du- 
ty §350,  and  on  leave  $300.  When  passed  midship- 
men, their  pay  was  increased  to  $750,  or  while 
waiting  orders  to  §600.  One  hundred  and  forty-six 
■were  soon  to  be  passed;  which  item  alone  v/ould  in- 
crease the  expense  of  the  navy  §51,100. 

Mr.  Habersham  inquired  how  long  a  midshipman 
■was  obliged  to  serve,  and  what  examination  he  had 
to  pass  through,  before  he  became  a  passed  midship- 
man? 

Mr.  Gordon  said  that  midshipmen  had  to  be  in  ser- 
vice five  years  before  they  became  passed  midship- 
men; anil  they  must  remain  in  that  situation  for 
years  before  they  could  be  promoted  to  lieutenants. 
There  was  no  sort  of  use  in  passing  them;  it  was  a 
detriment  to  themselves  and  to  the  service;  because, 
after  they  had  passed  examination,  they  were  subject 
to  no  re-examination,  and  they  studied  no  more. 

There  were  now  in  the  naval  service  328  lieuten- 
ants; of  which  number  64  were  on  leave,  waiting 
orders;  and  how  many  of  them  were  on  shore  the 
tables  did  not  tell.  The  passed  midshipmen  promot- 
ed to  lieutenants  received  §1,800  pay,  and  in  1841, 
99  passed  midshipmen  were  thus  promoted,  incur- 
ring the  expense  in  one  single  year  of  §103,950. 
This  was  only  a  single  item  of  this  system  of  throw- 
ing on  the  country  such  vast  expenses,  and  requir- 
ing from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  such  increased 
estimates. 

What  had  led  to  this  sudden  and  enormous  increase 
of  the  navy'  It  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  presi- 
dent had  been  unfortunate  in  the  materials  of  his  ca- 
binet. He  had  appointed  as  his  naval  secretary  a 
visionary  theorist,who  knew  practically  nothmg  about 
the  matter — a  man  of  books,  and  law,  and  politica. 


And  he  had  gravely  recommended  to  this  nation  the 
increase  of  its  navy,  till  it  should  reach  half  thesize 
of  that  of  England!  Now  the  British  navy  contain- 
ed bGh  vessels  of  war — a  mighty  maritime  force, 
which  was  spread  over  every  sea,  plundering  the 
weak,  overawing  the  timid,  and  carrying  violence 
and  oppression  to  the  extremities  of  the  world;  and, 
while  it  bore  down  and  trampled  on  those  who  were 
unable  to  make  effectual  resistance,  like  the  Hindoos 
and  the  Chinese,  preached  everywhere  the  doctrines 
of  free  trade!  The  imaginative  secretary  had  been 
struck  with  so  magnificent  a  spectacle,  and  he  was 
for  swelling  up  our  navy  of  65  vessels,  until  it  con- 
tained some  280  or  300  ships  of  war.  Hence  this 
flood  of  new  appointments — hence  99  lieutenants  in 
one  year,  and  the  raishig  of  all  midshipmen  who  had 
served  five  years. 

After  dwelling  with  much  indignation  on  such  ex- 
travagant departures  fi'om  former  usage,  Mr.  G. 
said  this  new  impulse  must  be  checked,  or  the  inte- 
rests of  the  navy  would  be  paralyzed  and  the  navy 
ruined.  If  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  out  the 
magnificent  projects  of  the  new  secretary,  whether 
for  the  sake  of  the  glory  of  having  so  grand  a  naval 
establishment,  or  for  purposes  of  plunder  and  eon- 
quest,  gentlemen  might  rely  on  it  the  people  never 
would  submit  to  pay  the  cost  of  it.  They  would 
cheerfully  slioulder  any  necessary  burden  to  render 
the  navy  competent  to  protect  our  commerce,  but 
beyond  that  thev  never  would  consent  to  go. 

The  question  was,  which  of  the  two  sums  was  re- 
quisite for  this  legitimate  purpose,  the  §300,000  in 
the  house  bill,  or  the  §800,000  in  the  senate's  amend- 
ment' On  this  Mr.  G.  confessed  himself  to  be  in 
the  dark.  All  he  could  see  was,  that  the  secretary's 
plan  would  involve  a  vast  expenditure.  In  making 
the  remarks  he  had,  however,  on  the  plans  of  this 
ofiicer,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  the  per- 
sonal enemy  of  Mr.  Upshur.  He  thought  it  was  a 
misfortune  that  the  president  had  not  selected  a 
practical  man,  and  not  a  mere  theorist.  He  thoucht 
the  situation  of  president  Tyler  called  for  pity  rather 
than  censure.  As  to  the  other  members  of  his  ca- 
binet, they  were  not  connected  with  the  navy,  and 
he  had  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  them:  but  when 
the  conduct  of  any  high  public  functionary  was  un- 
der consideration,  he  should  ever  speak  of  him  and 
his  measures  as  he  might  think  they  deserved. 

This  new-fangled  doctrine  in  regard  to  a  magnifi- 
cent navy  had  in  it  another  objectionable  feature;  it 
fixed  on  the  establishment  the  children  of  the  rich; 
in  which  remark  he  referred  to  the  system  of  ap- 
prenticeship. He  denied  that  the  enlistment  of  boys 
into  the  naval  service  created  any  such  relation  as 
that  of  apprentice;  it  authorised  no  indentures;  the 
boys  enlisted  were  not  bound  out  to  the  government; 
they  were  enlisted  precisely  as  other  seamen  were. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Wise),  was  in  this  respect  utterly  falla- 
cious. Mr.  G  averred  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  law, 
no  appenticeship  was  created  and  no  indentures  en- 
tered into. 

Mr.  Wise  denied  that  such  was  the  meaning  of  the 
act. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  he  had  the  law  and  would  pro- 
duce it. 

Mr.  Wise.     What  is  the  title  of  the  act' 

Mr,  Go7-((on.  What  is  the  title.'  Does  the  gentle- 
man really  take  rae  for  so  very  green  a  horn  as  not 
to  knov/  that  the  title  is  no  part  of  the  law? 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had  before 
referred  to  this  1st  section  of  the  act. 

Mr.  Gordoti.  Well,  I  will  read  the  first  section. 
[Here  he  quoted  the  law.]  He  insisted  that,  though  it 
required  the  consent  of  the  parent  or  guardian  before 
a  boy  could  enlist,  this  was  wholly  a  different  thing 
from  the  same  requirement  in  the  case  of  an  ordina- 
ry apprentice.  The  lad  entered  into  the  public  ser- 
vice of  the  country,  and  not  into  that  of  a  private 
individual.  It  v/as  a  public  enlistment,  not  a  pri- 
vate contract.  Were  not  all  boys,  in  these  United 
States,  and  under  this  free  government,  politically 
equal?  By  enlisting  to  serve  their  country  upon  the 
high  seas,  did  they  forfeit  their  rights  common  to 
them  with  all  other  sons  of  American  citizens?  The 
gentleman's  doctrine  was,  that  they  forfeited  their 
natural  right  to  promotion;  but  this  Mr.  G.  strenu- 
ously denied.  If  there  was  any  difference  as  to  rights 
between  them  and  other  boys,  it  ought  rather  to  be 
in  their  favor,  certainly  not  against  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  might  attempt  to  mystify  the 
subject  by  sophistry,  but  he  never  could  show  that 
these  lads  were  not  just  as  much  entitled  to  all  the 
honors  of  promotion  as  any  other. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  in  endeavoring  to  reform  the 
abuses  in  the  navy,  he  only  proved  himself  its  friend; 
while  the  secretary,  on  the  contrary,  by  his  extrava- 
gant schemes  for  its  enlargement,  would  prove  him- 
self practically  its  bitterest  enemy.  There  was  in 
truth,  not  so  efficient  an  enemy  to  it  in  all  the  coun- 


try. Mr.  G.  went  for  putting  a  veto  on  his  schemes' 

I  by  refusing  the  enormous  sum  asked  for. 
;  During  ihe  days  of  expansion  of  the  currency, 
when  the  bank  balloon  was  inflated  to  its  very  high- 
est point,  when  money  vias  plenty  and  every  thing 
.dear,  the  navy  could  get  along  with  §6,000,000;  but 
I  now  that  the  balloon  had  collapsed,  when  money  was 
scarce  and  prices  low,  and  no  buyers,  the  new  secre- 
tary demanded  §10,000.000,  and  that  in  the  ready 
rhino,  the  hard  constitutional  currency! 
I  He  asked  if  the  committee  were  prepared  to  go 
for  such  a  system?  Who  would  vote  for  it,  unless  it 
might  he  the  corporal's  guard?  Mr.  G.  was  no  ene- 
my to  President  Tyler;  he  hoped  he  might  do  well — 
might  use  the  veto,  [a  laugh]  and  recommend  himself 
j  to  the  democracy  by  dismissing  not  only  the  remnant 
I  of  his  old  cabinet,  but  pretty  much  all  his  new. — 
i  [Roars  of  laughter.] 

j  Mr.  G.  was  not  going  to  enter  upon  the  general 
subject  of  the  navy — he  was  not  competent  to  a  sub- 
ject of  that  kind — he  was  a  man  from  the  interior, 
and  had  no  knowledge  of  maritime  affairs;  yet  he 
did  not  doubt  the  world  would  give  him  credit  for 
making  a  much  better  secretary  of  the  navy  than  the 
I  present  incumbent,  though  he  knew  nothing  at  alt  of 
I  the  subject.  [A  laugh.]  Mr.  G.  had  long  consider- 
ed this  secretary  as  an  inefficient  man,  but  it  seemed 
he  could  show  efficiency  enough  sometimes.  Here 
Mr.  G.  referred  to  the  case  of  Captain  Levy,  who 
had,  some  years  ago,  tried  the  experiment  of  substi- 
tuting shame  as  the  punishment  for  a  saucy  boy,  in- 
stead of  tying  him  up  and  flogging  the  skin  off  his 
j  hack  till  the  decks  ran  with  his  blood,  (which  was 
[  the  old  method);  complaint  had  been  made,  but  the 
i  matter  had  been  passed  over.  But  this  new  secre- 
j  tary  had  dug  up  that  case,  which  had  already  been 
j  once  inquired  into,  and,  on  the  finding  of  a  court 
martial,  the  officer  had  been  cashired.  He  was  for 
j  returning  to  all  the  rigors  of  the  British  service. — 
;  He  predicted  that  the  president  never  could  get  on 
I  without  a  change  in  the  head  of  the  navy  department. 
We  must  substitute  a  practical  business  cabinet,  and 
common  men,  instead  of  mere  book  learning  and  new- 
fangled splendid  theories. 

The  committee,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr. 
Wise  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a 
communication  from  the  minister  of  France  to 
1  the  secretary  of  stale,  upon  the  subject  of  a  line  of 
■  steam  vessels  between  the  ports  of  Havre  and  New 
York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mams,  the  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  house  adjourned. 

S.iTURDAT,  JnwE  25.  The  provisional  tariff  bill 
was  received  from  the  senate  as  amended  by  that 
body. 

The  resolution  in  relation  to  Virginia  military 
bounty  lands  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hall  addressed  the  house  and  contended  that 
not  a  single  argument  that  he  had  brought  forward 
had  been  controverted  by  the  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side.  He  also  farther  expatiated 
on  the  merits  of  the  claims  generally. 
The  morning  hour  having  expired 
The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a  re- 
solution offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Mams,  which  calls 
for  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  at  the 
next,  session  of  the  names,  ages,  nativity,  &c.  of  all 
the  petty  officers,  seamen,  apprentices,  &c.  of  the 
navy.  After  being  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Core 
Johnson  so  as  also  to  require  the  name,  age,  tonnage, 
cost  of  buildings  and  repairs,  &c.  of  each  vessel  of 
the  navy  to  be  also  reported,  the  question  was  put  and 
it  was  adopted. 

The  provisional  tariff  bill  was  then  taken  up 
and  the  amendmsnt  of  the  senate  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"See.  1,  line  15,  after  'Provided,''  strike  out  to  tha 
end  of  the  section  and  insert: 

"That  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  authorised  and  directed  by  the  act  of  con- 
gress passed  the  4th  of  September,  1841,  entitled  'an 
act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,'  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  and  postponed 
until  the  first  day  of  August,  1842;  and  the  said  act 
of  the  4th  of  September,  1841,  shall  be  no  otherwise 
affected  or  modified  than  merely  to  postpone  to  the 
said  first  day  of  .\ugust  next  the  distribution  of  said 
proceeds  directed  by  that  act  to  be  made  on  the  1st 
day  of  July,  1843,  any  thing  in  this  act,  or  the  said 
act  of  the  4th  September,  1841,  to  the  contrary  not- 
witliistanding." 

The  question  being  will  the  house  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  senate,  Mr.  Weller  moved  that 
the  bill  and  amendment  be  laid  on  the  table.  By 
yeas  84,  nays  113,  Mr.  Welter's  motion  was  rejected. 
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And  the  question,  "will  this  house  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  senate?"  was  then  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Sherlo^ck 
J.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bar- 
ton, Birdsej-e,  Blair,  Board  man,  Borden,  Botts,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  Burnell,  Wm. 
Butler,  William  B.  Camphell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Casey,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett, 
Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham, 
Granger,  Green,  Hall,  Halstead,  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  James  Irvin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin, 
James,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan, 
S.  Mason,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Morris,  Morrow, Osborne, Owsley,  Parmenter, 
Pendleton,  Pope,  Ramsev,  Beiij.  Randall,  Randolph, 
Ridgwav,  W.  Russell,  J.  M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shep- 
perd,  Simonton,  Slade,  T.  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely, 
Slraton,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers, 
Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warren,  Washington,  E. 
D.  White,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yorke,  Avigustus  Young, 
J.  Young— 104. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Arrington,  Beeson,  Bid- 
lack,  Black,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  Green 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell, 
Gary,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cravens,  Cross,  Gushing,  Daniel,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  Dean,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Eg- 
bert, Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  For- 
nance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Wm.  O.  Goode,  Gwin, 
Habersham,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Howard,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  IngersoU,  Jack,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  VV.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis, 
Liltlefield,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory,  Marcband,  Alfred  Mar- 
shall, John  Thompson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Me- 
riwether, Miller,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Patridge,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Proffit.  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds, 
Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders, 
Shaw,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sweney, 
Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  VVeller,  Joseph  L.  White, 
■  James  VV.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood— 96. 

Absent — forty-two.  Mr.  Holmes  refused  to  vote. 
So  the  house  concurred  in   the  amendment  of  the 
senate;  and  the  bill  awaits  the  signature  of  the  presi- 
dent to  become  a  law.     Vetoed  on  29th. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims 
due  to  certain  American  citizens  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted on  their  commerce  prior  to  July  31, 1800,  was 
taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  Mams  obtained  the  floor  and  advocated  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  He  believed  no  claims  against 
the  United  States  had  been  so  thoroughly  discussed 
as  these,  and  the  result  thereof  had  been  the  passage 
more  than  once  of  a  bill  through  the  other  branch  of 
the  legislature  in  their  favor.  He  hoped  that  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Cushing)  who  had  reported  this  bill 
and  was  particularly  acquainted  with  the  subject 
would  supply  the  deficiencies  of  his  own  remarks. 
Mr.  A.  here  referred  a  report  made  in  ia33  to  this 
house  from  the  committee  on  foreign  atfairs  by  Co- 
lonel Howard,  representative  from  Baltimore  (which 
at  his  request  was  here  read). 

The  principle  (continued  Mr.  A.)  on  which  the 
claimants  rested  their  demands,  he  took  to  be  the 
great  constitutional  principle  that  property  taken  by 
the  public  from  individuals  for  the  benefit  and  for 
advantages  gained  b)  the  public  for  it,  was  injustice 
to  be  compensated  to  the  sutlering  individual  owners 
of  that  property. 

The  facts  appeared  to  be  these.  In  1800  a  nego- 
tiation took  place  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  respecting  all  the  claims  mutually  held 
against  either  by  individuals  or  by  the  nations  them- 
Belves.  Among  the  rest  of  the  subjects  under  consi- 
deration in  that  negotiation  were  two  treaties,  consi- 
dered on  all  parts  as  advantageous  to  France  and 
burdensome  to  the  United  States.  In  the  qausi  war, 
as  it  was  called,  which  had  preceded  these  i\egolia- 
tions,  from  1798  to  IHOO,  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  had  annulled  these  two  treaties  by  an  act 
■which  was  on  the  statutes  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  consequence  ot  what  they  conceived  to  be  wrong 
done  to  this  country  on  the  part  ol  France.  When 
the  negotiations  came  to  be  carried  on  for  the  settle- 
ment and  adjustment  of  all  these  ditrercnces  between 
the  two  countries,  the  French  government  insisted 
on  including  in  the  negotiations  to  be  carried  on  the 
restoration  and  revival  of  those  two  treaties;  one  of 
■which  was  a  treaty  of  alliance^  and  the  other  a  con- 
sular convention — a  treaty  relating  to  the  powers  of 
consuls.  Both  these  treaties  had  been  concluded  at 
ap   early  period  of  cur  revolutionary  war,  by  the 


former  of  which  France  made  common  cause  with 
us  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  security  of 
our  national  independence,  and  in  which  there  was  a 
particular  stipulation  \vhich  bound  the  U.  States,  in 
the  event  of  a  war  between  France  and  England,  to 
guaranty  to  France  the  possession  of  her  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies.  This  was  in  full  force  until  an- 
nulled by  the  act  of  the  congress  of  the  U.  States. 
Every  member  v.'ould  be  aware  of  the  great  benefit 
and  advantage  tg  the  United  States  of  being  deliver- 
ed from  the  obligations  of  that  guaranty.  This  was 
done  by  the  annulment  of  these  treaties,  and  parti- 
cularly that  containing  this  stipulation,  by  an  act  of 
congress;  but  when  the  negotiations  between  France 
and  the  United  States  come  to  be  carried  on,  France 
claimed  the  restoration  of  these  treaties,  which  had 
been  nullified  by  special  act  of  congress  without  her 
concurrence,  and  at  the  same  time  these  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  were  existing,  for 
wrongs  done  by  France  for  a  series  of  years,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution.  In 
the  course  of  the  negotiations  the  parties  came  to  an 
adjustment  v/ith  regard  to  certain  claims  on  both 
sides;  but  on  the  point  of  these  claims,  and  of  the 
restoration  of  the  treaties  between  the  U.  States  and 
France,  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  had  no  power  to  conclude  the  treaty  for  the 
restoration  of  these  treaties.  In  consequence  of 
which,  and  to  avoid  the  continuance  of  a  state  of 
war  between  the  two  parties,  the  commissioners  con- 
cluded to  adjust  what  they  could  of  these  differences, 
and  to  refer  to  the  two  nations  these  corresponding 
questions  between  them — i.  e.  on  the  one  side  the 
obligations  of  these  treaties,  and  on  the  other  the 
consideration  of  the  indemnity  for  these  spoliations. 
The  articles  of  the  treaty  were  accordingly  drawn 
up,  among  which  was  the  particular  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1800,  in  which  the  parties  declare  that  they 
had  not  been  able  to  agree  on  these  two  points,  and 
agreed  therefore  to  negotiate  on  them  in  future. 
When  the  treaty  was  sent  here  the  senate  ratified  it 
with  the  exception  of  that  arlicle,  making  their  ra- 
tification of  it  conditional  on  the  expunging  that  ar- 
ticle. It  was  sent  back  to  France,  and  Napoleon, 
who  was  then  de  /((cfo  sovereign  of  France,  accepted 
it,  with  an  additional  proviso;  that  is,  he  agreed  to 
accept  of  the  2d  article,  providing  for  further  nego- 
tiations, it  being  understood  that  the  claims  would 
be  in  the  same  situation  as  the  the  treaties;  that  is, 
that  they  would  all  be  expunged,  and  there  should  be 
no  further  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance  on  the  one  side,  and  the  claims  for  indemni- 
ty on  the  other.  When  the  treaty  came  back,  and 
was  received  by  Jefferson,  or  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
ceding administration,  a  doubt  arose  in  the  mind  of 
the  tfien  president  and  his  cabinet,  whether  that  was 
to  be  considered  as  a  ratification  of  the  treaty  with 
these  double  conditions.  It  was  sent  to  the  senate, 
with  that  question  for  them  to  determine;  they  sent 
it  back,  with  a  message  to  tlie  president  declaring 
that  they  considered  the  treaty  fully  ratified,  and  from 
that  time  it  had  been  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  in 
this  country,  and  had  been  so  acknowledged  on  the 
part  of  France. 

Thus  the  United  States,  by  this  course  of  proceed- 
ing, were  liberated  forever  from  the  obligation  of 
guarantying  to  France  the  possession  of  her  colonies 
in  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  A.  next  alluded  to  the  existing  precarious  re- 
lations between  France  and  Great  Britain  to  show 
the  advantages  the  United  States  enjoyed  by  being 
released  from  the  obligations  of  this  treaty,  which 
France  had  insisted  on  being  restored  on  the  condi- 
tion of  her  making  indemnily  for  Ihose  claims.  He 
hoped  they  would  consider  with  candor  and  justice 
the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of 
giving  and  granting  indemnity  for  these  claims,  and 
he  did  not  know  what  objection,  on  the  point  of 
principle,  right,  or  justice,  could  be  made. 

It  was  said  that  these  claims  had  been  long  befbre 
the  nation.  He  considered  that  as  an  aggravation 
on  the  ctairaants  instead  of  being  a  ground  on  which 
the  country  could  demand  to  be  released  from  these 
obligations.  The  claimants  had  not  been  negligent 
in  pursuing  their  claims.  It  was  what  was  called  a 
continual  claim,  that  had  never  been  abandoned,  and 
out  of  sixteen  reports  made  to  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, after  a  full  examination  of  these  claims, 
twelve  had  been  in  favor  of  this  indemnity. 

An  objection  might  arise  in  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men from  not  absolutely  a  consideration  of  justice, 
hut  from  the  present  condition  of  the  territory — 
from  the  eff  ct  of  burdening  the  treasury  with  the 
amount  of  these  claims.  We  were  under  financial 
difficulties,  but  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  people  of 
this  nation,  if  they  had  unarumity  and  harmony  here 
on  this  spot,  to  brush  away  like  cobwebs  all  our  fi- 
nancial difficulties  and  provide  for  every  dollar  that 
could  be  demanded  from  our  treasury.  We  had  the 
I  power  to  do   this.     What  were   the   burdens  of  the 


people  of  the  United  States  at  this  time  in  compari- 
son with  one  single  year  of  war?  One  single  year 
of  war  would  add  five  times  to  all  the  burdens  with 
which  we  are  now  suffering.  And  yet  they  had  been 
acting  here  in  congress  at  this  whole  session  under 
the  admonition  that  war  might  come  on  us  from  day 
to  day.  He  had  known,  in  the  course  of  this  ses- 
sion, the  house  excited,  not  exhibiting  it  in  debate, 
but  under  the  apprehension  of  having  a  war  message 
sent  them  from  day  to  day.  That  had  been  our  state 
for  seven  or  eight  months;  it  was  still  the  ease  to 
some  degree,  though  not  to  so  great  an  extent  now; 
and  if  war  did  exist,  and  if  the  demand  on  the  part 
of  France  had  been  complied  with,  on  the  very  first 
firing  of  a  cannon  of  Europe  we  would  have  been 
demanded  to  carry  into  effect  the  guaranty,  and  we 
should  have  been  involved  in  a  naval  war.  We 
were  now  liberated  and  released  from  all  obligations 
of  that  kind  in  the  event  of  a  war  arising  between 
Great  Britain  and  France.  And  we  were  released 
by  the  sacrifice  of  the  property  of  these  claimants, 
who  now  called  on  us  to  indemnify  them.  He  should 
wait  to  hear  any  objections  that  might  be  made  of 
expediency,  justice — of  moral  power  or  principle, 
to  this  bill. 

One  more  observation,  particularly  in  reference  to 
the  state  of  the  treasury.  This  bill  demanded  no 
considerable  contribution  from  the  treasury  at  this 
time.  It  provided  only  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  sit  for  two  years,  during  which  time 
they  were  to  receive  and  investigate  these  claims, 
and  decide  on  the  amount  justly  due  to  each  claim- 
ant, before  any  provision  was  called  for  from  the 
treasury,  otherwise  than  the  necessary  expenses  in- 
cidental to  the  commission. 

Although  little  had  yet  been  done  to  justify  the 
expectations  of  the  people,  and  although  this  present 
congress  did  nothing  to  relieve  the  state  of  the  trea- 
sury, he  could  not  but  believe  that  congress  withiu 
two  or  three  years  would  brush  away  these  cobwebs, 
if  they  chose  to  call  on  the  people  to  help  them. 
He  trusted  it  would  be  done,  and  that  proper  mea- 
sures would  be  taken,  so  that  the  current  of  revenue 
would  become  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
country,  and  that  our  credit  would  be  advanced  to  as 
high  a  degree  as  ever.  Then  the  small  sum  propos- 
ed by  this  bill  to  these  meritorious  claimants  would 
be  to  the  treasury  lighter  than  a  feather. 

Mr.  A.,  in  conclusion,  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Jlrnotd  inquired  of  the  chair  if  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  was  for 
the  committee  to  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
house? 

[The  chair  replied  that  that  was  the  motion.] 

Well,  said  Rlr.  A.,  I  shall  support  that  motion; 
not  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  bill  m  the  house, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  saving  time  by  stopping  the 
debate  in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  by  taking  the 
bill  into  the  house,  where  we  can  control  the  debate, 
and  where  we  can,  for  the  present,  dispose  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  .Arnold  then  expatiated  on  the  difficulties  of 
the  times,  the  involvements  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
want  of  harmony  in  the  branches  of  the  government, 
and  the  opposing  factions  of  the  house.  Were  they, 
however,  all  acting  in  union  and  harmony  (continu- 
ed Mr.  A.)  that  odious  aud  monarchical  feature  in 
the  constitution — the  veto  of  the  executive — meets 
us  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  and  prostrates  all 
our  labors  in  the  dust.  A  bare  majority,  such  as  we 
have  now  in  this  house,  can  do  nothing  against  the 
two-thirds  veto  power.  Sir,  this  power  has  become 
a  perfect  plaything,  a  thing  of  almost  constant  and 
every-day  use.  It  has  become  so  common  that  a  wag 
suggests  that  the  president  keeps  a  velo  machine, 
and  gins  out  vetoes  by  the  score,  and  keeps  a  large 
file,  cut  and  dried,  to  he  filled  up  and  signed  to  order. 
This  is  what  has  reduced  this  house  to  a  nullity,  and 
this  nation  to  ruin.  The  president,  clothed  with  his 
veto,  and  backed  by  his  locofoco  allies  on  this  floor, 
feels  his  power  and  defies  us.  Yes,  sir,  we  hold  the 
purse-strings  of  the  nation — we  who  represent  the 
sovereign  people  themselves,  are  scoffed  at  by  the 
executive.  He  says  to  us,  "Ye  mousing  politicians! 
Ye  dirty  rascals!  I  give  you  mt/ orders!  Here  is  my 
measure!  Take  it  without  crossing  a  1  or  dotting  an 
i,  or  1  have  a  veto  ready!  My  will  shall  be  the  law 
of  the  land,  or  the  land  may  starve!" 

I  am,  under  this  view  of  the  case,  very  much  in- 
clined to  think,  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  this  congress,  surrounded  as  it  is 
with  those  untoward  difficulties,  will  be  able  to  furn- 
ish no  relief  to  a  prostrate  and  bleeding  country. 

Upon  the  trial  we  had  this  day  upon  the  tempora- 
ry tariff  bill  we  found  ourselves  with  a  bare  majori- 
ty. A  change  of  five,  1  believe,  would  have  cast  the 
majority  on  the  other  side,  and  this  vital  measure 
would  have  been  lost.  We  have  now  reached  the 
!35th  of  June.     We  ought  to  adjourn  by  the  middle 
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of  July,  or  the  1st  of  August  at  furthest.  Two  of  the 
greatest  measures  of  the  session  are  undisposed  of — 
one  of  them  not  touclicd,  and  we  have  srarcely  G^nt 
under  way  upon  tlie  other — I  mean  the  revenue  bill; 
bui  that  hill  is  already  threatened  with  the  veto,  as 
is  the  temporary  bill  of  this  day.     Here  we  are,  liv- 
ing from  hand  to  mouth  upon  borrowed  capital,  and, 
in  all  probability,  as  fast  as  we  pass  measures  of  re- 
lief, (hey  will  be  blown  up  by  the  veto;  and,  after  all 
our  trials  and  difficulties,  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
adjourn,  and  leave  the  country  worse  than  we  found 
it — totally  destitute  of  the  means  of  getting  along. 
Sir,  from  (he  threats  of  the  president,  and  from  the 
signs  of  the  times,  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if, 
this  should  be  the  denotiemetit  of  the  present  session, 
and   that  the  government  will  come  to  a  stand  sliU. 
These  are  my  fears,  and  I  fear  they  are  well   found- 
ed.    Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  the  honorable  mem- ! 
ber,  under  these  most  gloomy  and  discouraging  cir-| 
cumslances,  how  he  can  find  it  expedient  or  prudent 
to  pass  this  claim,  no  matter  how  honest  he  may  cs- I 
teem  it.     Sir,  I  know  the  honorable  member  belongs  ' 
to  no  party.     He  is    completely  his  own  man.     And  j 
I  have  no  doubt  he  believes  this  claim  to  be  just  and  j 
honest,   and  believing  so   he  goes  forward  upon  a' 
straight   Hue  regardless  of  any  party  man  that  may 
stand   in  the  way.     Believing  so  strongly  as  I  do  in 
the   gentleman's  honesty  and  wisdom,  I  most  gene-; 
rally  find  myself  leaning  towards  any  measure  which  ! 
he  may  propose.     But,  on  this  occasion,  I  think  the 
gentleman  is  altogether  out  of  time  and  out  of  sea- 
son  with  this   measure,  and  I   feel   towards  it  the 
most  unconquerable  repugnance.     And  I  appeal  to 
gentlemen  not  to  permit  themselves  to  be  drawn  in- 
to this  slough — perhaps  that  word   is  too  strong — I 
will  take  it  back.     I  do  not  know  that  this  claim  is  a 
slough;  but  I  repeat,  in    my  estimation,  it  is  prima  '■ 
facte  unjust.     I  call  the  attention   of  gentlemen  toi 
one  fact.     We  see  on  this  occasion  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor,  who  uniformly  vote  against  the  raising  of 
all  revenue — vote  against  us  in  every  effort  to  furn- 1 
ish  the  administration  with  the  means  to  get  along,  j 
These  gentlemen,  some  of  them,  whose  every  effort, 
is  to  embarrass  us,  I  see  are  now  going  with  the  ho-  ■ 
norable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  plunge  us  j 
into  this  additional  difficulty,  and  to  saddle  the  eoun-i 
try  with  this  additional    debt.     But  the    honorable  j 
gentleman  tells  us  that  tliose  claimants   are  disposed  ' 
to  be  very  modest  at  this  time,  and  will  be  satisfied 
with   five  millions   for  two  or   three  years  to  come,  | 
-and  then  having  the  principle  decided, ijSey  will  ask, 
I  suppose,  lor  the  balance;  some  fen  millions  more. 
Oh  yes!     I  suppose  gentlemen  will   be  very  willing  [ 
to  take   five  millions  now  in  government   stock  or 
ti-easury  notes,  or  something  that  would  be  going  on  ! 
interest.     As  gentlemen  have  been  patient  so  long,  1  i 
hope  they  will  agree  now,  in  view  of  all  the  eircum- ' 
stances,  to  exercise  that  most  excellent  virtue  a  lit-i 
tie  longer.     Mr.  A.  said  it  was  to  him  a  little  strange 
that  this  case  had  been  standing  for  more  than  forty 
years;  that  it  had  been  pressed,  time  after  time;  had  I 
been   investigated   again  and  again,  and    that   there; 
had  been  some  dozen  reports  on  the  subject.    (Here  i 
some  gentleman  said  sixteen  reports — twelve  favo- 
rable and   four   unfavorable.)     Very  well,  said    Mr. 
A.,  that  strengthens  what  1  was  about  to  say.    Why 
is  it,  after  all  these  reports,  during  a  period  of  more 
than  forty  years,  and  sometimes,  too,  while  we  had 
an  overflowing  treasury,  and  were  seeking  to  deplete 
it,  that  this  claim  has  not  been  allowed?     1  confess 
these  things  stagger  me  at  the  beginning.     I  repeat, 
in  conclusion,  that  we   are  surrounded  with   dithoul- 
ties  enough  now,  and  I  implore  the  committee  to  pass 
this  cup  by. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Tiliinghast,  (amidst 
great  confusion)  Mr.  Hunter,  oi'  Virginia,  submitting 
to  the  chair  that  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  progress  took  precedence  of  a  motion  to 
rist  and  report  the  fiii/,  submitleJ  the  former  motion, 
which  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progiess. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the   following 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  signed  an  act  which 
originated  in  the  house  of  icpresentatives,  entitled 
*'an  act  for  an  apportionment  of  representatives 
among  the  several  slates  according  to  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  accompanied  by  an  exposition 
of  my  reasons  for  giving  to  it  my  sanction. 

Washinston,  June  25,  1842.         JOHN  TYLER. 

Mr.  Ma>m  characterised  the  message  as  a  novelty 
in  the  history  of  the  country;  and  spoke  at  great 
length  on  the  dangerous  tendencies  of  such  a  prece- 
dent. He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  message  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Under- 
wood, Wise,  and  others,  wlien,  pending  the  question, 
the  house  adjourned. 


MoNDAT,  Jdve  27.  Mr.  Adams  rose  and  addressed  I 
the  chair  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  | 
twelve  years  of  public  service  in  this  hall,  it  has 
been  my  fortune  too  often  to  witness,  with  sympa- 
thizing sorrow,  some  member  from  one  or  another  of 
the  states  of  this  Union  other  than  that  of  my  own  ; 
nativity,  rise  from  his  seat,  and  with  agitated  feel- 
ings, and  in  the  accents  of  a  trembling  heart,  an- 
nounce to  this  assembly  the  departure  for  a  world  of  1 
harmony  and  peace  of  a  respected  and  beloved  col-  I 
league.  It  is  always  an  impressive,  a  solemn,  and  [ 
affecting  scene;  and  I  have  never  beheld  it  but  with  i 
an  ejaculation  of  prayer  to  the  Father  of  Spirits  I 
that  at  least  this  cup  might  pass  away  from  me.  and 
that  I  might  never  be  called,  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duty,  to  perform  so  painful,  so  severe  a  task.  It  has 
not  so  pleased  the  great  disposer  of  events.  At  the  I 
request  of  my  colleagues  on  this  floor,  I  am  now  re- 
quired to  announce  to  this  house  the  death  of  Wiilinm  I 
Soden  Hastings,  late  a  member  of  this  body  from  the  I 
ninth  congressional  district  of  Ma.ssjchuselts,  and  to  | 
move  the  resolutions  of  respect  for  his  memory  on  i 
the  part  of  this  house  usual  on  similar  occasions.        1 

In  the  month  of  September,  1837,  at  the  first  and  , 
special  session  of  the  25th  congress,  Mr.  Hailings  ' 
first  entered  this  hall  as  the  representative  of  a  por-  j 
lion  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts.  That  he  con-  ' 
tinned  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  his  constituents 
has  been  manifested  by  two  successive  re-elections 
to  the  same  station.  The  same  favor  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  reiterated  elections  to  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  of  the  commonwealth.  It  was  a  confi- 
dence in  his  talents  and  integrity,  spreading  and  ex- 
panding in  proportion  to  the  experience  of  his  wor- 
thiness of  the  trust.  He  came  here  in  the  prime 
and  vigor  of  life,  to  all  external  appearance  destined 
to  a  long  and  useful  career  of  public  service,  taking 
an  active  and  efficient,  though  not  obtrusive,  part  in 
the  deliberations  of  this  body;  and  amidst  all  the 
conflicts,  personal  and  political,  which  we  all  so 
deeply  lament,  making  friends  of  all  parties  in  pro- 
portion as  he  became  known  to  his  associates  in  this 
hall,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  known  or  heard,  not  one 
personal  enemy  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

In  the  descending  line  of  the  generations  of  men, 
Mr.  Ha'itings  was  one  step  downwards  from  my  own. 
More  than  thirty  years  ago,  his  father,  then  my  per- 
sonal and  political  friend,  was  a  member  of  this  bo- 
dy, while  I  was  representing  the  legislature  of  our 
native  commonwealth  in  tfie  other  branch  of  the 
national  legislature.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  hu- 
man affairs,  it  would  have  been  more  to  be  expected 
that  he  should  have  been  called  to  perform  for  me 
the  melancholy  office  of  afflicted  friendship  and  re- 
spect which  I  am  now  performing  for  him.  He  first 
came  here  with  a  bodily  frame  robust  and  athletic, 
but  for  the  last  two  years  his  health  had  been  gradu- 
ally declining.  During  a  large  portion  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  though  faithfully  here  at  his 
post,  he  has  been  disabled  from  giving  his  attendance 
at  the  daily  meetings  of  this  house;  and,  about  one 
month  since,  as  the  ravages  of  the  destroyer  were 
encroaching  upon  the  sources  of  life  within  him,  he 
left  this  city  and  repaired  to  the  Sulphur  Springs  in 
Virginia,  in  the  faint  hope  of  recovering  by  the  effect 
of  those  salubrious  waters;  but  under  the  operation 
of  immedicable  disease,  on  the  17th  of  this  month, 
he  sank  without  a  struggle  into  the  repose  of  the 
grave — 
"By  strangers  honor'd  and  by  strangers  mourn'd." 

Mr.  Hastings  was  never  married.  Both  his  parents 
have  long  since  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  The  dear- 
est and  tenderest  ties  of  human  existence  were  not 
lacerated  by  his  decease;  but  he  left  a  surviving  bro- 
ther, himself  a  man  of  the  highest  respectability, and 
now,  or  recently,  a  member  of  the  senate  of  the 
commonwealth;  and  he  left  multitudes  of  friends,  in 
whose  memories  he  will  live  while  life  remains  with 
them,  and  1  humbly  hope  and  trust  he  will  live  for- 
ever in  the  blessedness  of  a  better  world. 

Mr.  Mams  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  has  heard  with  deep  sen- 
sibility of  the  death  of  the  hon.  William  Sadcn  Has- 
tings, a  member  of  this  house  from  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, which  took  place  at  the  Red  Sulphur 
Springs,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  17th  inst. 

Resohed,  That  the  members  of  this  house  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  fur  the  memory  of  the  deceased  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  inform  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  that  a  vacancy  in  the  re- 
presentation of  that  state  in  this  house  has  occurred 
by  reason  of  the  death  of  Wm.  S.  Hustings. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and 
then  the  house  adjourned. 

ToESDAT,  Ju.vE  28.  The  house  met  and  adjourn- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies 
of  the  late  Senator  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


Wednesdat,  June  29.  Mr.  Proffit  of  Indiana, 
offered  a  resolution,  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  information  as  to  the  fact  whther  any  of 
the  fiscal  officers  of  the  government  have  unexpend- 
ed balances  of  money  in  their  hands.  The  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  reporfed'a  bill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Mams  called  for  the  unfinished  business  of 
Saturday,  being  the  message  of  the  president  in  rela- 
tion to  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  Andrews  of  Ky.  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  wished  to  make  some  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Wise's  remarks. 

Mr.  Adams  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  refer 
the  message  of  the  president  to  a  committee  of  9  in- 
stead of  5  members.  He  then  commented  at  some 
length  upon  the  message  of  General  Jackson,  refer- 
red to  by  Mr.  Wise  on  Saturday.  He  pointed  out 
the  difference  between  the  action  of  the  present  ex- 
ecutive and  Gen.  Jackson;  the  one  had  returned  the 
bill  to  the  house  with  his  objections  to  a  certain 
clause,  or  rather  his  construction  of  the  law;  and  the 
other  had  kept  his  reasons  from  the  house,  and  con- 
strued the  law,  for  aught  the  house  knew,  in  a  man- 
ner different  from  its  meaning.  I  demand  that  mes- 
sage, said  Mr.  Adams,  as  a  member  of  this  house,  and 
I  demand  its  production  before  it  shall  be  published 
with  the  law.  The  action  of  the  president,  Mr.  A. 
contended,  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  He 
h:ul  but  three  ways  pointed  out  to  him  for  action. — 
He  was  bound,  if  he  approved  the  bill,  to  sign  it,  and 
he  had  no  right  to  give  reasons  accompanying  the 
law,  as  a  part  of  the  law,  with  his  signature.  In  the 
first  place  he  had  no  right  to  do  this.  He  had  no 
power  to  send  any  thing  more  than  his  signature  to 
the  department  of  state,  or  to  send  the  bill  to  the  state 
department  without  his  signature  after  keeping  it  ten 
days.  Whatever  was  more  than  this  was  an  inter- 
polation of  the  law.  It  was  surreptitiously  putting 
his  reasons  forward  for  signing  the  law.  He  had  no 
right  to  do  this. 

The  president  might  have  a  conscience  upon  this 
matter.  But  what  had  a  conscience  to  do  with  the 
letter  of  a  law?  He  had  a  right  to  sign  or  not  to  sign. 
But  his  conscience  could  go  no  further.  He  did  not 
think  lightly  of  conscience,  and  would  go  as  far  as 
any  man  to  aid  the  president  in  preserving  his.  No 
man  could  go  further.  But  there  was  no  power  more 
liable  to  abuse  than  that  of  conscience.  One  of  the 
greatest  women  of  the  world,  Isabella  of  Spain,  had 
sacrificed  Protestants  and  Jews  in  ttie  discharge  of 
what  she  regarded  a  conscientious  duty.  Louis  the 
XV.  had  done  the  same  thing.  But  the  president 
should  remember,  continued  iVIr.  A.  that  every  mem- 
ber of  this  house  had  a  conscience.  He  presumed 
that  many  members  of  this  house  had  voted  consci- 
entiously. He  knew  not  what  the  reasons  of  the 
president  might  be  which  had  been  filed  in  the  de- 
partment of  state,  but  it  was  due  to  the  house  that 
they  be  received.  Mr.  A.  closed  with  a  motion  to 
refer  the  message  to  a  select  committee  of  9  meni- 
bers,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  there  was  a  second.  And  the  main 
question  being  about  to  be  put, 

Mr.  Adams  arose  and  said  that  it  had  been  suggest- 
ed to  him  that  the  latter  part  of  his  resolution,  that 
giving  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  had  an 
appearance  of  harshness  about  it.  Tiiis  he  certain- 
ly had  not  desired.  He  would,  therefore,  modify  his 
resolution  again  by  striking  out  the  latter  part. 

Mr.  Wise  and  others  made  objection;  so,  therefore, 
it  was  not  modified. 

Mr.  McKay  asked  for  a  division  of  the  resolution. 
It  was  accordingly  divided,  and  the  question  was 
then  taken  on  referring  the  message  to  a  committee 
of  nine,  and  it  was  adopted.  The  question  on  grant- 
ing power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  being  about 
to  be  taken, 

Mr.  Adams  arose  ^nd  said,  that  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred heiiig  allowed  to  withdraw  it,  but  as  that  had 
been  objected  to,  he  would  himself  vote  against  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  Indian  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up, 
and  the  question  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  McKay  opposed  the  bill  and  various  details 
thereof. 

Mr.  Gwin  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  with  certain  instructions;  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  bill  proceeded,  until  there  was  an- 
nounced a  message  from  the  president,  which  was 
soon  understood  to  be-  a  veto  of  the  provisional  tariff 
bill— for  which  see  first  page. 

The  Indian  appropriation  bill  was  then  resumed, 
and  the  previous  question  having  been  called,  it  was 
passed.     The  veto  was  then  considered. 
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Tery  little,  and  their  harvest  still  promises   abun- 
dance. 

From  the  west  accounts  still  continue  fovorable. 

The  Croton  Aqueduct.  The  introduction  of  the  |  Deaths  during  the  last  week  in  Philadelphia  133, 
water  of  Croton  river  into  the  larc;e  reservoir  at  of  ,vi,ich  67  were  under  two  years  of  age  and  14  died 
Yorkville  New  York,  on  the  27th  inst.  was  marked  .  gfconsujnption.  In  Baltimore  42,  of  which  24  were 
by  suitable  demonstrations  of  public  rejoicing.  A  i  ynjer  two  years  of  age,  11  were  free  colored  and  3 
=nlnte  of  38  oruns  (answering  to  the  number  of  miles  j  sieves. 


salute  of  38  guns  (ans.. ,  s  „j  „„  ,i,„ 

between   the  city  and  Croton  river,)  was  fired  on  the 
occasion  the  moment  when  the  gate  was  lifted,  and 


The  states  debts 


It   is   now  ascertained  that 
pay  their  interest  1st  July, 


amid  the  roar  ol  " '' "- '  ^'";  '"  ;7f  "^he  Croion  viz:  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Maine,  Maryland, 
ten  thousandsof  spectators  the  vvateot  '1^^^°'°"  \  y;  i„.,3  ^^^^^  Carolina,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
came  rushing  into  the  great  a  ihcial  l^keo^JJ  acres  ,  ^^^_j.  K;ntucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio.  So  we  H--  -' 
?:!f.^:^l±^"^rL^':Cd"onJof":hic\lhe"ero.ions    all  repudiated.'  Pennsylvania wjll  not  pay 


iT"tTe'7oar'"of  artillery,  and'  in   the  presence  of,  the  fojlowin^gstates 

._  .  thousands  of  spe( 

came  rushing  into  the  greai  aruii>;i-  '""  "' ""  "f  j',;;  '  sonri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio.     So  we  have  not 
prepared  for  Its  reception.     It  was    a  scene  oi  ine ,    ..     -      ..       ,J'„  

most  intense  interest,  and  one 
are  not  soon  to  pass  away. 

incidents  of  the  day  was  I..-  r-..       .^  ,    ,,^ 

he  Harlem  river,  which  throws  up  its  spray  to  the 
hetht  of  115  feet,  to  fall  again  with  singular  beauty 
of  effect  into  the  river  below.  ,■     „  , 

K.  .3to,  esq.  one  of  the  engineers,  has_ poetically 


One  of  the  most  striking 


Emigrants.  The  number  of  emigrants  from  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1S41,  was  118,592. 

Exchanges.  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  are  at  i  discount.  Richmo;id  2i  a  3; 
North  Carolina  3i  a  3f;  Charleston  H;  Savannah  2; 


the  t:ir"Si:tlu'mn,  draped,  as  it  were  with  an 
ever  shifting  veil  of  silvery  spray  that  half  conceals 
and  half  discloses  the  water-nymph  ^'^^^2,encan 


enough  named  this  fountain,  'The  Maid  of  the  Mist  '  |  ^^^^  Orleans  (specie  checks)  2;  a  3{;  Cincinnati  5  a 

■    imnprsonation  be   imagineu  oi  .     .  ,     /  ^     ^.     ,         i.  "   n 

impersonauuu  uo "...:, u  „„    6;  Louisville  4  a  5;  Pittsburg  1^  a  2. 

Flour.  In  New  York  a  large  supply  within  the 
last  week  has  reduced  the  article  12;  cents;  Genesee 
$5  87aS6  00;  Ohio  §5  G2a75.  The  stock  is  so  redu- 
ced in  the  Baltimore  market  that  an  additional  12g 
cents  per  barrel  is  demanded  upon  our  last  quota- 
tion. The  wagon  price  however  continues  unchang- 
ed, say  $5  50;city  mills  $5  871;  Susquehanna  $5  75. 
One  operation  of  the  new  British  tariff  on  flour  has 
already  begun  to  develope  itself.  Under  it,  wheat  is 
received  into  Canada  free  of  duty,  but  on  flour  there 
is  a  duty  of  44  cents.     Those  44  cents  will  furnish  an 


The   morning  of  the 
glorious  battle  of  Bun- 
was   announced  by    26    guns 


Bunker  Hill   monument, 

late  anniversary  of  the  e 

ker    Hill,   June    17,   wa 

kIIa  from  the  top  of  the  unfinished  monument ..-.. 
aiveineal.  to  its  height  (over  200  feet).  At  noon 
the  alute  was  repeated.  In  the  evening  another  gun 
was       sed  to  tbe'spot  300  feet   above  tie  and  fid 


50  times  by  another  company.     "The  point  at  which   g^pg|,g'„t  profit  for  millers  in  Canada.     In  anticipa- 

re  fired-on  the  ""'■'i^J^^'-f  °'^^'™^    tion  of  this  the  Yankees  are  making  preparations  to 

above  the    highest  step— is  about^208    l^et  Irom  me  ]  ^^^^^  ^.|l^  .^^   Canada  to  grind   American  wheat  for 


these  guns 


surface  of  the  Hi.-, 

ter.     The  report  was  clear  and  very  stron 

reve 


mption.     All  the  Canada  wheat  will  of 

ine  repuii.  >va= —        ?  ->•,.,  i  course  be  sent  to  England,  being  exempt  from  duty 

reverberation  against  the  distant  hills   very  Qisiinci|  ^^^.^^  American  wheat  is  subject  to.     By  the  time 
and  remarkable.     The  sound   seemed  to  ™ll  a^ay  ^  ^^^  ^.^^  ^_,^  ^^  operation  fairly  John  Bull  will  be  apt 
the  ear  like  the  rumblmg  of  distant   ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^j.  ^      ■  their  profits. 


and  return   to 
thunder." 


BosiNE...     Not  even  in  the  days  of  the^embargo 
.aTless  business  doing  than  at  present.     The  gene 


more  circulation  than  they 
The  consequence  is  that  they 


necessity  of  issuing  no 

c:rrS:'nV;rofit.  -But-even  What  they  are  dis 
nosed  to  rssue  they  find  it  difficult  to  procure  real 
Lfe  business  paper  for-and  much  of  it  remains  idle 
in  their  vaults^  Hence  the  New  York  Commercial 
of  Saturday  says: 

"Money  is  still  abundant  upon  the  first  class  of  se- 
curities but  this  results  rather  from  idle  money  in  the 
hand  of  'he  capitalists,  which  they  are  unwilling  to 
employ  in  business,  than  from  a  real  surplus  among 
r  1  ej-cantile  community.  In  fact  we  doubt  .fat  any 
period  for  years  there  has  been  less  money  in  circu- 
lation among  the  merchants  than  at  the  presen  rrio- 
ment  With  the  reduction  of  the  currency  and  the 
M  n'^  off-  of  business,  their  liabilities  both  to  banks 
aid  individuals  have  been  decreased,  and  consequent- 
fv  their  available  means  in  cases  of  emergency  have 
eGuaUv  been  reduced.  The  limited  business  which 
h^s  been  done  throughout  the  country  has  prevented 
ihe  payments  to  the  city  being  made  with  ordinary 
ntitude.     So  far  as  we  can   learn   a   large   por- 


UonT the'debls"  due'from  the  fall  pi.rcliases  are 
lion  01  .  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  jj.  ,.gnewed,  are  un- 

der oresent  circumstances  wholly  unavailable  to  the 
cUy  dealer.    With  these  facts  before  us,  it  is  not  sur- 


till  unpaid,  and  the  U' 
r  present  circumstai 
v  dealer.  With  the 
fsinrthat  failures  are  daily  occurrini!  m  our  own 

,d  other  cities. 

The  Philadelphia  .-- 
wards  of  two  thousand  stores  and  dwell 
Tcai  t  and  "to  let"  in  that  city  proper.  Averaging 
them  a  *400  the  loss  to  owners  amounts  to  $800,000 
ner  annum.  Rents  are  falling  heavily  of  coiirse,  and 
fhose  who  have  invested  in  real  property  find  it  as 
unproductive  as  other  investments. 

Crops  The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  every 
day  from  the  12th  to  the  25th  of  June    whilst  wheat 

"  „„;,„r  in  Eastern  V  rginia.  North  Carolina 
rdt^^low'e'r  bounties  of  Ma'ryland,  and  upon  ihe 
?^  tern   Shore   especially,  has   sadly   reversed    the 

&tfn^rwrtpVr=f^d^^i^^- 
'^-^';:!;:;:^c™ps^Xe^i:n^or^^-hS 

^  r^nVhea'^ie:  glo^th'  Tlfe  general  products  from 
wlnt  accounts  wt  have  from  these  sections  must  fnl 
Tar  below  an  average.  An  apquaintanec  from  Ken 
Is  and  for  instance,  who  expected  to  attain  at  least 
five  hundred  bushels  from  forly  sown,  abandons  his 

«^Kr;er;:rtTML?i:^dand^oTaraswehave 
beard  from  Pennsylvania,  has  suffered  comparatively 


Georgia.  The  Van  Burenites  have  nominated 
the  following  congressional  ticket:  Howell  Cobb,  of 
Clark;  M.  A.  Cooper,  of  Muscogee;  E.  J.  Black,  of 
Scriven;  John  Millen,  of  Chatham;  H.  A.Haralson, 
of  Troup;  W.  H.  Stiles,  of  Cass;  J.  B.  Lamar,  of 
Bibb;  J.  H.  Lumpkin,  of  Floyd. 

SlGNOR  C.  GhEGA,  the  AUSTRIAN  ENGINEER.      Sig- 

nor  Ghega.so  well  known  in  Europe,  as  constructor 
of  rail  roads  of  Germany  and  Austria,  and  who  was 
despatched  to  this  country  by  the  emperor  to  exam- 
ine and  report  upon  American  improvements  in  lo- 
comotion, has  nearly  accomplished  his  extensive  tour 
through  the  United  States.  Some  of  our  engines,  in 
which  the  latest  improvements  have  been  introduc- 
ed, he  has  pronounced  immeasurably  in  advance  of 
"1  others  in  the  world. 
Signer  Ghega  has  inspected  all  the  principal  lines 
of  rail  road,  and  has  been  industrious  in  making 
plans  and  calculations  with  which  he  is  about  to  re- 
turn richly  freighted  to  Europe. 

Guano  or  Hu.4no.  The  manure  which  the  Pe- 
ruvians have  for  centuries  resorted  to  islands  in 
the  Pacific  ocean  for,  and  have  now  sixty  ves- 
sels employed  in  transporting,  and  without  which 
little  or  nothing  it  is  said  could  be  produced  from 
their  soil,  promises  to  become  quite  an  article  of 
trade.  Its  importance  to  Peru  induced  that  govern- 
ment to  prohibit  its  exportation,  but  the  indefatigable 
perseverance  of  the  British  in  pursuit  of  trade  has 
overcome  the  obstacle,  and  the  fertilizing  quality 
of  Guano  is  creating  quite  a  sensation  amongst  the 
agriculturists  of  England,  and  if  all  be  true  that  is 
said  of  this  manure,  the  Peruvians  a  century  hence 
will  find  it  a  mighty  scarce  commodity. 

James  Gammell,  one  of  the  Canadian  rebels, 
transported  for  life  to  Van  Dieman's  Land,  has  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping  from  that  colony,  and  recently 
arrived  in  this  city  in  an  American  ship.  Hesays 
he  left  seventy-six  prisoners  of  the  -'patriot"  party, 
most  of  whom  were  United  States  sijmpathisers.  Se- 
veral of  the  convicts  had  died  during  their  confine- 
ment, and  a  number  of  others  had  been  caught  in  at- 
tempting to  effect  their  escape,  and  been  sentenced 
to  the  coal  mines  in  consequence.  There  were  one 
thousand  confined  iu  those  mines.        [JV.  Y.  paper. 

International  copy  right.  The  judiciary  com 
mittee,  to  which  this  subject  had  been  referred  in 
congress,  is  averse  to  a  change  of  our  laws  upon 
the  subject.  For  ourselves,  wc  never  could  per 
reive  why  the  claims  of  authors  should  have  pre 
fercnce  to  the  claims  which  common  justice  would 
seem  to  authorise  for  higher  cases  for  internation- 
al interference.  The  man  accused  of  the  highest 
crime  against  one  country  finds  a  refuge  in  another — 


why  should  he,  if  the  claim  to  a  contingent  property  Is 
to  be  recognised?  We  are  of  necessity  becoming  as 
intimate  with  Europe  as  is  wholesome  for  us; — let  us 
beware  of  international  emoluments.  There  is  more 
of  poetry  than  of  practical  good  sense  in  this  special 
regard  for  authors.  The  rights  and  interests  of  pub- 
lishers, printers,  niulreaders  are  entitled  to  considera- 
tion as  well  as  the  rights  of  authors.  Besides  there 
is  some  doubt  how  far  intellectual  labor  should  be  en- 
titled to  a  monopoly. 

A  memorial  signed  by  upwards  of  2,200  of  the 
most  respeotable  citizens  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  its 
vicinity,  of  both  political  parties  in  favor  of  an  in- 
crease of  the  tariff,  and  for  protection  of  .American  inte- 
rests— the  signatures  to  which  were  spontaneous 
and  might  have  been  greatly  increased,  was  forward- 
ed to  congress  a  few  days  since. 

Rhode  Island.  The  latest  accounts  from  Rhode 
Island  represent  that  a  number  of  prisoners  have 
been  made — all  the  apparatus  of  the  Dorr  encamp- 
ment taken — Dorr  himself  had  escaped — Gov.  King 
had  increased  the  reward  offered  for  him  to  §5,000 — 
troops  were  returning  home  and  the  people  were  re- 
suming business — several  lives  had  been  lost  how- 
ever. 

R.UL  Roads.  The  Charleston  Mercury  of  June 
18,  announces  the  completion  of  the  Columbia  rail 
road  so  far  that  the  cars  go  thrtfugh  to  the  depot  at 
the  latter  city.  On  Tuesday  the  28lli,  there  was  to 
have  been  a  grand  celebration  in  Columbia,  in  honor 
of  the  event. 

,1  rail  road  has  just  gone  into  operation  from 
Qneenstown  to  Chippeway,  connecting  lake  Erie  and 
Ontario,  the  first  rail  road  in  upper  Canada. 

Stocks.  New  York  June  28,  New  York  sevens 
lOOJ;  sixes  93;  Ohio  sixes  81;  Illinois  sixes  IQj;  In- 
diana fives  22. 

"To  let,"  A  carrier  of  one  of  the  weekly- 
newspapers  in  Philadelphia,  counted  640  houses  "to 
let"  on  his  route  through  the  principal  streets  of 
that  city. 

Presidential,  An  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the 
friends  of  Henry  Clay  was  held  at  the  Musical  Fund 
Hall,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  20th  ult,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  arrangements  to  celebrate  the  approach- 
ing anniversary  of  national  independence. 

In  pursuance  to  a  call  of  the  whig  genera!  com- 
mittee, a;:-ih,rge  meeting  was  held  at  New  York  on 
vening'of  the  22d  June,  at  the  National  Hall. 
About  fivethousand  citizens  were  present.  Stephen 
Whitnev,  presided.  The  nomination  of  Henry  Clay 
'.-as  received  with  enthusiastic  applause.  Mr.  N. 
Blunt  read  "the  address  of  the  democratic  whigs  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States."  It  condemns  in  se- 
vere terms  of  indignation  the  "moral  treason"  of 
"the  traitor"  at  the  head  of  the  government,  holds 
forth  the  political  life  of  Henry  Clay,  and  calls  upoa 
the  whigs  to  rally  in  behalf  of  his  election.  Addison 
Dougherty  read  series  of  resolutions,  in  rellection 
upon  the  imbecile  course  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, its  desertion  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
elected,  the  absolute  and  entire  separation  of  the 
whig  party  from  all  connection  with  or  responsibili- 
ty for  its  acts,  and  nominating  Henry  Clay  for  the 
presidency.  They  were  adopted  with  tremendous 
cheering.  Messrs.  David  Graham,  Daniel  Ullinan, 
Willis  Hall,  Dickinson,  of  state  senate,  and  Gen'l 
Root,  addressed  the  assembly,  and  were  repeatedly 
and  enthusiastically  cheered.  Some  hundreds  of  la- 
dies were  present.  Those  who  were  crowded  out 
into  Canal  street,  organized  by  calling  to  the  chair, 
Hobert  Smith,  and  were  addressed  by  Mr.  Thayer 
and  others.  The  meeting  adjourned  singing  a  politi- 
cal song  to  the  tune  of  "old  lang  syne." 

The  address  of  Henry  Clay  delivered  at  Lexington 
at  the  great  festival  of  Thursday,  June  9th,  appears 
in  the  Lexington  Intelligencer  of  June  24th. 

"Passing  Awav."  The  Boston  Traveller  states 
that  the  ancient  tribe  of  Natick  Indians  in  Massa- 
chusetts, are  now  reduced  to  a  single  individual.  About 
eight  years  ago  several  families  of  the  tribe  lived  at 
the  place  called  Natick. 

Sterling  bonds.  A  few  days  since  ,f  1 13,000  of 
the  six  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wil- 
mington and  Baltimore  rail  road  company  that  had 
been  hypothecated,  were  sold  at  auction  at  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Exchange,  at  from  75  to  76  per  cent.  Im- 
mediately after  .<92,500  of  the  bonds  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  rail  road  company  sold  at  60 
percent.  In  both  instances  the  persons  with  whom 
they  had  been  hypothecated  became  the  purchasers. 

Van-dalism.  a  tavern  keeper  at  South  Natick, 
Mass.,  a  few  days  since  cut  down  the  venerable  oak 
beneath  which  John  Elliott,  the  celebrated  "apostle 
to  the  Indians,"  used  to  gather  his  "praying  red 
men,"  one  hundred  and  ninety  years  ago. 
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SIXTY-SIXTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  DE- 
CLARATION OF  INDEPENDENCE.  The  return 
of  the  national  anniversary  has  been  observed  in 
every  part  of  the  Union  with  suitable  demonstrations 
of  festivity  and  rejoicing,  and  so  far  as  we  are  able 
to  ascertain,  with  decidedly  more  respect  for  tempe- 
rate liilarity  and  rational  amusement  than  used  to  be 
observed  upon  those  occasions.  The  pacific  aspect 
of  our  foreign  relations  having  lulled  military  enthu- 
siasm for  the  time  being,  consequently,  there  was 
much  less  aggregate  display  in  that  department  than 
^here  would  have  been,  if  only  a  speck  of  war  could 
have  been  discerned  or  fancied  to  be  floating  within 
the  political  horizon.  It  requires  much  ardour  to 
induce  ciiizeiisTo  become  soldiers,  when  they  perceive 
no  immediate  occasion  for  service.  Yet  the  more 
credit  is  due  to  those  who,  even  in  these  quiet  times 
of  peace  and  protests,  redeem  the  volunteer  spirit, 
and  furnish  a  guard-at-arms,  equal  and  ready  for 
any  probable  emergency.  We  have  never  seen  the 
volunteers  look  better  or  perform  better,  than  those 
that  paraded  on  the  4th  inst. 

Of  course,  it  is  not  expected  of  us  to  attempt  any 
account  of  the  innumerable  celebrations  that  took 
place.  It  was  a  holiday  throughout  the  land.  Busi- 
ness was  every  where  suspended.  The  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  read  in  ten  thousand  assem- 
blies of  the  people — eloquent  orations  were  listened 
to  by  both  sexes — flags  showed  from  every  spire,  and 
every  mast,  merrily  floating  in  the  breeze — banners 
with  inscriptions  to  the  day  were  proudly  sustained  by 
long  ranks  of  citizens  in  orderly  processions.  The 
champions  of  tiie  temperance  reform,  the  greatest 
moral  revolution  of  tlie  age,  were  every  where  em- 
bodied and  hailed  with  more  than  approbation,— 
with  enthusiasm.  Their  triumph  over  the  seductions, 
which  a  fourth  of  July  anniversary  is  apt  to  present, 
was  most  signal. 

The  day  was  a  rational  jubilee — even  party  poli- 
tics were  for  a  time  nearly  forgotten. 

RELATIONS  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN.  It  is 
gratifying  to  observe  the  respectful  silence  of  the 
'American  press,  relative  to  the  interesting  negotia- 
tion between  the  two  nations,  progressing  at  Wash- 
ington. Our  constitution  has  wisely  committed  the 
treaty  making  pov^er  in  the  first  instance  to  tlie  hands 
of  the  executive — and  there  the  people  are  satisfied 
that  it  should  repose  up  to  the  stage  of  ratification. 
The  Washington  correspondents  of  two  of  the  New 
York  daily  papers  have  written  on,  however,  that  a 
treaty  has  been  concluded  at  Washington  upon  all 
the  points  in  controversy,  and  that  it  was  to  be  ex- 
changed upon  the  4th  inst.  The  terms  of  only  one 
point  are  intimated  by  those  writing,  and  that  relates 
to  the  Northeastern  Boundary,  which,  they  state,  it 
has  been  concluded,  shall  hereafter  be  the  St.  John's 
river,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source;  whereby  the 
British  would  receive^  some  territory,  including 
the  highlands  that  separate  Maine  from  Canada, 
and  the  Americans  would  obtain  an  equivplent  by 
their  boundary  being  extended  from  the  St.  Croix  to 
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the  St.  Johns,  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  including 
Frederickton  the  present  capital  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. The  Washington  papers  remain  silent  as  to 
any  such  progress  in  the  negotiation,  and  although 
the  New  Y^ork  papers  repeat  their  confidence  in  the 
accuracy  of  their  information,  we  very  much  doubt 
whether  any  but  the  boundary  question  has  yet  been 
adjusted,  even  if  that  has.  That  they  will  all  be 
ultimately  adjusted  we  have  an  abiding  faith. 

Later.  The  .Valional  Intelligencer  of  yesterday 
says  it  fears  this  New  York  news  is  not  only  pre. 
mature,  but  there  is  a  possibility  of  its  not  becoming 
true  at  present;  "rumour  represents  the  settlement  of 
one  at  least  of  the  questions  between  Great  Britain 
a'nd  the  United  States  to  have  been  found  so  difficult 
as  to  leave  a  a  doubt  whether  it  can  be  considered 
probable." 

PRESIDENT  TYLER'S   LETTER. 

Amongst  the  numerous  assemblies  convened  for 
the  celebration  of  the  fourth  of  July,  one  was  a  din- 
ner by  the  friends  of  president  Tyler  at  McArran': 
garden,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Proffitt,  member  of  ihe 
house  of  representatives  from  Indiana,  was  present, 
and  addressed  the  meeting.  Letters  were  read  from 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Upshur,  Mr.  Wickliffi;,  Mr.  Le- 
gare,  Mr.  Wise,  and  president  Tyler.  The  latter, as 
belonging  to  the  history  of  the  times  we  insert. 

Washington,  July  2,  1S49. 
To  Messrs.  Harris,  Graves,  Mears,  Connell,  English 

and  Taylor,  committee,  &c. 

Gentlemen:  I  would  most  gladly  accept  your  in- 
vitation to  be  present  with  you  on  the  approaching 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  American  freedom, 
could  I  do  so  consistently  with  public  engagements. 
These,  you  must  be  aware,  render  it  impossible;  and 
I  can  therefore  do  no  more  than  return  you  my 
thanks  for  your  polite  attention. 

In  the  administration  of  public  affairs  I  seek  only 
to  carry  out  the  end  and  design  of  that  great  revolu- 
tion you  propose  to  celebrate.  The  happiness  of  the 
people,  founded  on  measures  calculated  to  advance 
their  prosperity,  should  be  the  high  object  of  all 
those  entrusted  by  the  people  with  the  administration 
of  their  affairs.  With  this  viev/,  I  recommended  to 
congress,  more  than  seven  months  ago,  a  plan  of 
finance  and  of  currency,  which,  while  it  would  con- 
tribute to  relieve  the  treasury, would,  in  my  opinion, 
furnish  circulation  equal  in  value  to  gold  and  silver. 
At  the  same  time,  I  urged  the  adoption  of  a  tariff  of 
duties  which,  while  it  would  sustain  the  public  cre- 
dit, would  atibrd  to  the  manui'acturing  interests  am- 
ple aid.  I  also  invited  the  attention  of  congress 
most  urgently  to  the  condition  of  the  public  defences, 
and  invoked  their  active  agency  in  giving  to  the  two 
great  arms  of  the  national  defence — the  army  and 
navy — complete  etficiencj;  and  I  have  repeated  to 
them  urgent  solicitations,  that  measures  of  a  decided 
character  should  be  adopted  to  restore  the  public 
credit,  and  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  public 
faith.  If  nothing  has  been  done  to  accomplish  any 
one  of  these  objects,  the  fault  is  not  with  the  exe- 
cutive. 

For  having  declined  of  late  to  unite  in  giving 
away  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue,  from  a  treasury 
which  has  become  nearly  exhausted,  I  have  been 
charged  with  a  desire  to  dictate  to  congress,  when 
my  sole  object  is  to  carry  out  a  law  of  this  very  con- 
gross  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  The  wel- 
kin is  made  to  resound  with  charges  of  executive 
dictation,  because  I  have  not  seen  cause  to  approve 
the  repeal  or  suspension  of  an  act  passed  as  late  as 
the  4th  September  last.  My  reply  is,  that  if  it  was 
right  to  pass  that  act  then,  it  must  be  wrong  to  re- 
peal it  now,  when  the  treasury  requires  the  use  of 
every  dollar  which  it  can  rightfully  claim.  Execu- 
tive dictation!  I  repel  the  imputation.  I  would 
gladly  harmonize  with  congress  in  the  enactment  of 
ail  necessary  measures,  if  the  majority  would  per- 
mit me.  Most  gladly  would  I  approve  any  bill  hav- 
ing revenue  for  its  object  and  the  protection  of  ma- 
nufattiJl-ing  industry  as  its  incident,  which  should  be 
presented   to  me,  unconnected  with  matters  having 


no  necessary  affiliation,  and  which  are  only  calculat- 
ed to  embarrass  the  executive  action.  Each  branch 
of  the  government  is  independent  of  every  other, 
and  heaven  forbid  that  the  day  should  ever  come 
when  either  can  dictate  to  the  other.  The  constitu- 
tion never  designed  that  the  executive  should  be  a 
mere  cypher.  On  the  contrary,  it  denies  to  congress 
the  right  to  pass  any  law  without  his  approval— 
thereby  imparting  to  it,  for  wise  purposes,  an  ac- 
tive agency  in  all  legislation. 

Excuse  the  observations  which  the  occasion  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  time  seemed  to  invite  and 
accept  assurances,  gentlemen,  of  my  regard  for'each 
of  you  individually.  JOHN  TYLER. 

A  party  of  Van  Buron  men  celebrated  the  anni- 
versary at  Lebanon  gardens,  at  which  Messrs.  G.  M. 
Dallas  and  Chas.'  Brown,  M.  C.  were  present  and 
made  speeches.  A  deputation  from  the  friends  of 
President  Tyler,  dining  at  McArran's,  was  announc- 
ed, and  introduced,  bearing  the  following  toast. 

"Our  democratic  felloto  citizens  dining  at  Pascal's. 
We  hail  them  on  the  anniversary  of  our  national  inl 
dependence  as  worthy  disciples  of  the  father  of  de- 
mocracy." 

Col.  Page  was  called  on  to  reply  to  the  sentiment. 
In  accordance  with  the  call,  he  prepared  the  follow-^ 
ing  toast,  which  he  prefaced  by  a  few  remarks,  when 
the  same  was  adopted  as  the  sentim  -nt  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  forwarded  to  the  friends  of  the  president 
dining  at  McArran's: 

"The president  nf  the  United  States.  A  fair  and  ho- 
nest support  of  all  such  measures  as  involve  no  sa- 
crifice of  the  principles  of  democracy,  and  tend  to 
the  welfare  of  the  union;  but  as  a  party,  our  course 
is  independent  and  onward;  we  seek  no  alliance,  but 
look  to  the  justice  of  our  cause  for  success.  Truth 
is  mighty  and  will  prevail." 

FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


GRE.iT  BRITAIN. 

The  steamer  Caledonia,  with  fifty-seven  passen- 
gers, left  Liverpool  on  the  19tli  June,  arrived  at 
Halifax  and  landed  twenty-two  passengers  on  the  3d 
inst.,  and  reached  Boston  with  the  residue  on  the 
5th,  making  the  entire  passage  in  fifteen  days  and 
sixteen  hours. 

The  Acadia,  which  left  Boston  on  the  Ist,  arrived 
at  Liverpool  on  the  14th  June. 

There  is  but  little  news  by  this  arrival.  The  dis- 
tress  in  many  parts  of  England  had  sensibly  increased 
and  great  numbers  of  persons  were  out  of  employ! 
Cotton  had  declined  i  d. — Flour  market  extremely 
dull.  Money  easy  for  commercial  purposes  at  4  per 
cent.,  and  but  little  in  demand. 

Francis,  the  attempting  assassin,  was  tried  on  the 
17th  for  high  treason,  and  condemned  for  firing  a 
pistol  at  Queen  Victoria.  He  was  dreadfully  af- 
fected upon  being  sentenced  in  the  usual  form,  to  be 
hanged,  drawn  and  quartered. 

The  Portuguese  ti-eaties  have  been  signed.  They 
are  three  in  number — one  of  oonmerce,  one  of  navi- 
gation, and  one  relating  to  the  slave  trade. 

Riots  of  a  very  serious  character  have  occurred  at 
Cork,  Limerick,  Ennis,  and  other  places,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  price  of  potatoes  and  other  arti- 
cles of  food.  At  Ennis,  the  police  were  forced  to 
fire  on  the  mob;  two  or  three  lives  were  lost,  and 
several  persons  were  wounded. 

The  cholera  h?s  been  raging  in  Calcutta,  carryin" 
ofl^many  scores  of  natives  and  several  Europeans. 

Up  to  the  Slst  of  May,  the  amount  of  contributions 
for  the  sufferers  at  Hamburg  was  about  ^1,943,000. 

That  hopeful  sprig  of  aristocracy,  the  marquis  of 
Waterford,  was  married  on  the  8th,  to  Miss  Steuart, 
daughter  of  Lord  Steuart  de  Rothsay.  Miss  Ade- 
laide Kemble  is  about  to  be  married  to  Mr.  Sartoris 
a' gentleman  of  Spanish  extraction,  and  of  large  pri- 
vate fortune.  Lord  Congleton,  formerly  Sir  Henry 
Parnell,  hung  himself  on  the  18th,  at  Cadogan  place, 
London. 

The  ceiling  of  Ihe  theatre  at  Schleitz,  near  Frank- 
fort, fell  in  on  the  6th  June,  during  a  performance 
for  the  benefit  of  the  sufferers  at  Hamburg,  and  when 
the  house  was  crowded.  Twenty-nine  dead  bodies 
v/ere  taken  from  the  ruins, 
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The  Leip^c  Gazette  says,  that  a  plot  against  the 
emperor  of  Russia  has  been  discovered  arid  sup- 
pressed, the  senate  of  St.  Peterburjjh  having  joined 
in  the  conspiracy,  which  was  provolced  by  the  late 
attempts  to  emancipate  the  peasantry. 

On  the  29th  April,  the  town  of  Koseger,  in  Escla- 
vonia,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire;  179  houses,  more 
than  500  barns,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants,  became 
the  prey  of  the  devouring  element. 

From  all  quarters  of  Ireland  there  is  the  most 
cheering  prospect  of  an  abundant  harvest.  The 
corn,  fruit,  and  potato  crops  will  be  at  market  fully 
a  month  before  those  of  last  year's  harvest. 

M.  De  Varimes,  the  French  minister  at  the  Portu- 
guese court,  has,  it  appears,  been  suddenly  recalled. 

The  tariff  bill  has  passed  the  committee  of  the 
whole  in  the  house  of  commons,  after  a  long  discus- 
sion and  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to  amend  its  de- 
tails. The  ministers  carried  every  question.  It  is 
constructed  with  great  care  to  secure  the  interest  of 
the  British  manufactures. 

In  the  lords,  on  Thursday  the  10th,  the  earl  of 
Aberdeen  stated  that  a  clause  was  to  be  introduced 
into  the  prize  act  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  pirate 
and  slave  vessels. 

Distress.  The  earl  of  Radnor,  in  moving  the 
return  of  corn  allowed  to  be  imported  at  a  low  duty, 
in  182G,  called  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  the 
present  alarming  distre.ss  of  the  people.  The  poor 
of  Sheffield  had  increased,  to  quote  one  instance, 
from  961  in  1837,  to  600  in  the  present  year,  besides 
1,000  able  bodied  men  receiving  out  door  relief.  The 
weekly  payments  to  the  casual  poor  had  increased 
from  ^715  in  1837,  to  ^£15,000  at  present.  The  duke 
of  Wellington  admitted  the  distress,  but  found  no  re- 
medy for  it.  Lord  Kinnaird  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  government  would  do  nothing,  and  quoted  a  case 
of  a  man  who  had  dismissed  500  out  of  1,000  work- 
men, who  said  he  could  not  keep  the  remainder. 

Mexico  and  Texas.  In  the  house  on  the  10th 
Mr.  D'Israeli  put  a  question  to  the  minister  relative  to 
the  blockade  of  Mexico  by  Texas  and  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  latter,  to  which  the 
minister  replied  that,  whether  if  then  in  office  he 
might  have  advised  the  conclusion  of  such  treaties 
or  not,  he  should  now,  as  they  had  been  concluded 
advise  their  ratification. 

Mr.  O'Connell.     But  they  are  not  yet  ratified. 

Sir  R.  Peel.  Not  yet,  until  the  1st  of  August, 
and  before  then  it  is  my  intention  to  advise  that  they 
shall  be  ratified. 

The  Boundary  Question.  House  of  commons,  June 
15.  Mr.  D'Israeli  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  respecting  the  disputed  boundary 
with  America.  He  had  seen  it  reported  that  there 
was  a  virtual  relinquishment  of  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute, and  that  the  state  of  Maine  required  compen- 
sation for  the  territory  which  was  given  up,  &c. — 
The  minister  replied  that  negotiations  were  pending 
and  in  such  progress  that  he  thought  it  improper  to 
introduce  the  subject. 

FRANCE. 

The  Moniteur  contains  a  royal  ordinance  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  the  convoca- 
tion of  the  electoral  colleges  for  the  9th  of  July,  and 
the  convocation  of  the  chamber  of  peers  and  the 
chamber  of  deputies  for  the  .3d  of  August.  The  late 
chamber  was  elected  in  March,  18.S9,  and  would  con- 
sequently have  died  a  natural  death  a  year  hence. 
The  session,  commences  on  the  3d  of  August. 

The  Paris  papers  are  mostly  occupied  with  arti- 
cles on  the  approaching  election,  which,  it  was 
generally  believed,  would  give  a  strong  majority  to 
ministers. 

INDIA. 

Overland  despatches  from  India,  through  France 
bring  accounts  from  the  war  in  Afjghanistan.  Col. 
Palmer,  who  commanded  the  forces  at  Ghuznee, 
capitulated  on  the  1st  of  March — upon  terms  which 
though  not  disgraceful,  appear  not  to  have  been  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  British  commandant  in  India,  who 
has  ordered  a  court  martial  in  his  case  as  well  as 
upon  the  officers  who  surrendered  at  Cabul. 

To  compensate  for  those  disasters,  it  appears  that 
the  Khyber  Pass  was  gallantly  carried  by  the  British 
forces  under  Gen.  Pollock  on  the  51h  April.  His 
object  was  to  push  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  gal 
lant  Sale,  whose  manly  defence  of  Jellalabad  had 
excited  the  admiration  and  sympathy  of  all  his  coun- 
trymen. The  Afneedee  tribe  defended  the  pass,  but 
superior  tactics  prevailed — the  heights  were  scaled, 
every  obstacle  overcome  and  the  pass  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  British.  Their  loss  on  the  occiisioii, 
was  lieut.  Gumming  of  the  9th  and  13th  rank  and 
file  killed,  and  104  wounded.  The  British  9lh  regi- 
ment of  infantry  and  five  regiments  of  native  infan- 
try constituted  the  detachment. 

Meantime  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  taking  advan- 
tage of  the   withdrawal  of  troops  for  the  defencs  of 


the  Pass,  and  detecting  an  attempt  to  deceive  him  by 
a  celebration  of  a  pretended  victory  over  the  inva- 
ders in  attempting  to  storm  it,  Gen.  Sale  marched 
out  of  Jellalabad,  attacked  and  carried  the  camp  of 
his  besiegers,  completely  routed  Akbar  Khan  and 
his  remaining  forces,  burned  their  camp,  and  re- 
turned with  four  pieces  of  the  artillery  they  had  ta- 
ken at  Cabul.  Queen  Victoria  immediately  confer- 
red a  grand  cross  of  the  Bath  upon  Sir  Robert  Sale 
on  receiving  those  despatches. 

General  Nolt,  at  Candahar,  had  hitherto  maintain- 
ed this  position  against  and  baffled  the  schemes  of 
the  insurgents.  The  latter  had,  however,  blocked 
up  the  pass  between  Candahar  and  Scinde.  In  at- 
tempting to  force  these  passes,  to  convey  relief  to 
Candahar,  Gen.  England  had  been  repulsed  with 
some  loss;  he  had,  however,  fallen  back  upon  Quet- 
tah,  where  he  remained. 

CHINA. 

Macao  dates  to  the  14th  March  furnish  but  little 
news,  except  that  a  dispute  has  arisen  between  Siam 
and  China,  probably  instigated  by  the  British.  The 
former  threaten  to  invade  Cochin  China.  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  remained  at  Hong  Kong,  awaiting  for  the 
monsoon  to  pass,  and  reinforcements  to  arrive,  be- 
fore he  makes  his  demonstration  upon  Pekin.  The 
Chinese  have  completed  the  batteries  along  the  Can- 
ton river,  but  the  British  seem  to  disregard  them. 
Hong  Kong  and  Tinghae  are  declared  free  ports, 
and  are  held  by  the  British  until  their  demands  upon 
China  shall  be  satisfied.  The  Russians  are  said  to 
be  interesting  themselves  in  the  case. 

The  Siamese  monarch  has  granted  a  portion  of  his 
ancient  territory  to  the  old  Rajah  of  Quedda. 


NATIOSfAI.    AFFAIRS. 


the  bill,  as  well  as  to  the  real  difficulties  of  the  sub- 
ject, which  no  one  feels  more  sensibly  than  I  do,  that 
the  reasons  which  have  determined  me  should  be  left 

record.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,. June  25(ft,  1S42." 


EXPOSITION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT'S  reasons 
for  signing  the  apportionment  bill. 

"In  approving  this  bill,  I  feel  it  due  to  myself  to 
say,  as  well  that  my  motives  for  signing  it  may  be 
rightfully  understood  as  that  my  opinions  may  not 
be  liable  to  be  misconstrued  or  quoted  hereafter  er- 
roneously as  a  precedent,  that  1  have  not  proceed- 
ed so  much  upon  a  clear  and  decided  opinion  of  my 
own,  respecting  the  conslitiitionality  or  policy  of  the 
entire  act,  as  from  respect  to  the  declared  will  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress. 

"In  yielding  nii/  doubts  to  the  matured  opinion  of 
congress,  I  have  followed  the  advice  of  the  first  se- 
cretary of  state  to  the  first  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  example  set  by  that  illustrious  ci- 
tizen upon  a  memorable  occasion. 

"When  I  was  a  member  of  either  house  of  con- 
gress, I  acted  under  the  conviction  that  to  doubt  the 
constitutionality  of  a  law,  was  sufificient  to  induce 
me  to  give  my  vote  against  it;  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  bring  myself  to  believe  that  a  doubtful  opitiion 
of  the  chief  magistrate  ought  to  outweigh  the  solemn- 
ly pronounced  will  of  tlie  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  states. 

"One  of  the  prominent  features  of  the  bill  is  that 
v/hich  purports  to  be  mandatory  on  the  states  to  form 
districts  for  the  choice  of  representatives  to  congress 
in  single  districts.^That  congress  has  power  by  laiv 
to  alter  state  regulations,  respecting  the  manner  of 
holding  elections  for  representatives,  is  clear;  but  its 
power  to  command  the  states  to  make  new  regula- 
tions, or  alter  their  existing  regulations,  is  the  ques- 
tion upon  which  I  have  felt  many  and  strong  doubts. 
I  have  \ielded  those  doubts,  however,  to  the  opinion 
of  the  legislature,  giving  effect  to  their  enactment  as 
far  as  depends  upon  my  approbation,  and  leaving 
questions  that  may  arise  hereafter,  if  unhappily  any 
such  should  arise,  to  be  settled  by  full  consideration 
of  the  several  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  the 
laws,  and  the  authority  of  each  house  to  judge  of  the 
elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. 

"Similar  considerations  have  operated  with  me, 
in  regard  to  the  representation  of  fractions  above  a 
moiety  of  the  representative  number,  and  where  said 
moiety  exceeds  thirty  thousand;  a  question  on  which 
a  diversity  of  opinion  hasexisted  from  the  foundation 
of  the  govermcnt.  The  provision  recommends  itself 
from  its  nearer  approximation  to  equality  than  would 
be  found  in  the  application  of  a  common  and  simple 
division  to  the  entire  population  of  each  state;  and 
corrects,  in  a  great  degree,  those  inequalitius  which 
are  destined  at  the  return  of  each  succeeding  census, 
so  greatly  to  augment. 

"In  approving  the  bill,  I  flatter  myself  that  a  dis- 
position will  be  perceived  on  my  part,  to  concede  to 
the  opinions  of  congress  in  a  matter  which  may  con- 
duce to  the  good  of  the  country  and  the  stability  of 
its  inslitutions,  upon  which  my  opinion  is  not  clear 
and  decided.  But  it  seemed  to  me  due  to  the  re- 
spectability of  opinion  against  the  constitutionality  of 


MRS.  BLENNERHASSET,  whose  personal 
charms  in  early  life  have  been  rendered  enduring  by 
the  eloquence  of  Mr.  Wirt,  in  the  famous  passage  of 
his  defence  of  her  husband,  died  in  New  York  lately, 
aged  70  years. 

Ingoing  down  the  Ohio  some  years  ago  we  stop- 
ped at  her  famous  island  residence,  then  a  waste,  in 
company  with  a  party  of  friends,  one  of  whom,  an 
early  resident  of  Ohio,  was  familiar  with  the  family 
at  the  time  of  Col.  Burr's  first  introduction.  He 
reached  the  island,  according  to  this  witness,  on  a 
fine  spring  morning,  in  a  small  boat,  with  a  servant, 
whom  he  despatched  with  a  note  to  the  house,  then, 
in  truth,  embosomed  in  a  "shrubbery,  which  Calypso 
and  her  nymphs  might  have  envied."  The  note  ran 
thus: 

^^Ccl.  Butr  solicits  the  favor  of  being  ■permiited  to 
loander  amo^ig  the  grounds  of  J\hs.  Blennerkassett.''^ 

This  of  course  brought  a  cordial  welcome,  and 
proved  the  beginning  of  the  end.  Not  a  vestige  of 
the  dwelling  remains,  and  nearly  every  trace  of  the 
garden  is  obliterated.  [.iVhoarfc  Daihj  Jidv. 

MR   CLAY'S  SPEECH. 


From  tilt  Lexington  Intelligencer. 

At  the  great  Clay  festival,  given  at  Lexington,  Ky. 
on  the  9th  of  June,  Judge  Robertson,  \^ho  presided, 
offered  the  following  sentiment,  which  he  prefaced 
with  appropriate  remarks: 

Henry  Clay — Farmer  of  Jishland,  patriot  and  phil- 
anthropist — the  A  merican  statesman,  and  unrivalled  ora~ 
tor  of  the  age — illustrious  abroad,  beloved  at  homer 
in  a  long  career  of  eminent  public  service,  often  " 
like  Jlrislides,  he  breasted  the  raging  storm  of  passion 
and  delusion,  and  by  offering  himself  a  sacrifice, 
saved  the  republic;  and  now,  like  Cincinnatns  and 
Washington,  having  voluntarily  retired  to  the  tran- 
quil walks  of  private  life,  the  grateful  hearts  of  his 
countrymen  will  do  him  ample  justice;  but  come 
what  may,  Kentucky  will  stand  hy  him,  and  still  con- 
tinue to  cherish  and  defend,  as  her  own,  the  fame 
of  a  son  who  has  emblazoned  her  escutcheon  with 
immortal  renown. 

After  the  evidences  of  feeling  which  this  senti- 
ment elicited  had  subsided,  Mr.  Clay  rose  and  spoke 
as  follows: 

Mr.  president,  ladies  and  gentlemen:  It  was  given  to 
our  countryman,  Franklin,  to  bring  down  the  light- 
ning from  heaven.  To  enable  me  to  be  heard  by 
this  immense  multitude,  I  should  have  to  invoke  to 
my  aid,  and  to  throw  into  my  voice,  its  loudest  thun- 
ders. As  I  cannot  do  that,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused 
for  such  an  use  of  my  lungs  as  is  practicable  and  not 
inconsistent  with  tha  preservation  of  my  health. 
And  I  feel  that  it  is  our  first  duty,  to  express  our  ob- 
ligations to  a  kind  and  bountiful  Providence,  for  the 
copious  and  genial  showers  with  which  he  has  just 
blessed  our  land — a  refreshment  of  which  it  stood 
much  in  need.  For  one,,  I  offer  to  him  my  humble 
and  dutiful  thanks.  The  inconvenience  to  us,  on  this 
festive  occasion,  is  very  slight,  while  the  sum  of 
good  which  those  timely  rains  v.'ill  produce  is  very 
great  and  encouraging. 

Fellow-citizens,  I  find  myself  now  in  a  situation 
somewhat  like  one  in  which  I  v/as  placed  a  few 
years  ago  when  travelling  through  the  state  of  In- 
diana, from  which  my  friend  (Mr.  Rariden)  near  me 
comes.  I  stopped  at  a  village,  containing  some  four 
or  five  hundred  inhabitants,  and  1  had  scarcely 
alighted  before  I  found  myself  surrounded  in  the 
bar-room  by  every  adult  male  resident  of  the  place,' 
After  a  while,  I  observed  a  group  consulting  togeth- 
er in  one  corner  of  the  room,  and  shortly  after,  I 
was  diffidently  approached  by  one  of  them,  a  tall, 
lank,  lean,  but  sedate  and  sober  looking  person,  with 
a  long  face  and  high  cheek  bones,  who,  addressing 
me,  said  he  was  commissioned  by  his  neighbours,  to 
request  that  I  would  say  a  few  words  to  them.  Why 
my  good  friend,  said  I,  I  should  he  very  happy  to  do 
any  thing  gratifj-ing  to  yourself  and  your  neighbors, 
but  I  am  very  much  fatigued  and  hungry  and  tfiirs'y, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  occasion  is  exactly  suitable 
for  a  speech,  and  I  wish  you  would  excuse  ine  to 
your  friends.  Well,  says  ho,  Mr.  Clay,  I  confess  I 
thought  so  myself,  especially  as  we  have  no  wine  to 
offer  you  to  drink! 

Now,  if  the  worthy  citizen  of  Indiana  was  right 
in  supposing,  that  a  glass  of  wine  was  a  necessary 
preliminary,  and  a  precedent  condition,  to  the  deli- 
very of  a  speech,  you  have  no  just  riglit  to  expect 
one  from  me  at  this  time;  for  during  the  sumptuous 
repast  from  which  we  nave  just  risen,  you  oll'ereii 
ms  uoll»ing  to  drink  but  cold  water— exccUeul  w» 
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ter,  it  is  true,  from  the  classic  fountain  of  our  la- 
mented friend  Mr.  Maxwell,  which  has  so  often  re- 
galed us  on  celebrations  of  our  great  anniversary. 
[Great  laughter.] 

I  protest  against  any  inference  of  my  being  inimi- 
cal to  the  temperance  cause.  On  the  contrary,  I 
think  it  an  admirable  cause  that  has  done  great  good, 
and  will  continue  to  do  good  as  long  as  legal  coer- 
cion is  not  employed,  and  it  rests  exclusively  upon 
persuasion,  and  its  own  intrinsic  merits. 

I  have  a  great  and  growing  repugnance  to  speak- 
ing in  the  open  air  to  a  large  assemblage.  But 
whilst  The  faculty,  of  speech  remains  to  me,  I  can 
never  feel  that  repugnance,  never  feel  other  than 
grateful  sensations,  in  making  my  acknowledgements 
under  such  circumstances  as  those  Avhich  have 
brought  us  together.  Not  that  I  am  so  presumptu- 
ous as  to  believe  that  I  have  been  the  occasion  sole- 
ly of  collecting  this  vast  multitude.  Among  the  in- 
ducements, I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  fat  white 
virgin  Durham  heifer  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Berryman, 
that  cost  $600,  which  has  been  just  served  up,  and 
the  other  good  things  which  iiave  been  so  liberally 
spread  before  us,  exerted  some  influence  in  swelling 
this  unprecedently  large  meeting.  [Great  laugh- 
ter.] 

I  cannot  but  feel,  Mr.  President,  in  offering  my  re- 
spectful acknowledgment  for  the  honor  done  me,  in 
the  eloquent  address  which  yon  have  just  delivered, 
and  in  the  sentiment  with  which  you  concluded  it, 
that  your  warm  partiality,  and  the  fervent  friendship 
which  has  so  long  existed  between  us,  and  the  kind- 
ness of  my  neighbors  and  friends  around  me,  have 
prompted  an  exaggerated  description,  in  too  glowing 
colors,  of  my  public  services  and  my  poor  abilities. 
I  seize  the  opportunity  to  present  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  whole  people  of  Kentucky,  for  all  the 
high  honors  and  distinguished  favors  which  I  have 
received,  during  a  long  residence  with  them,  at  their 
hands;  for  the-  liberal  patronage  which  I  received 
from  them  in  my  professional  pursuit,  for  the  emi- 
nent places  in  which  they  have  put  me,  or  enabled 
me  to  reach;  for  the  generous  and  unbounded  confi- 
dence which  they  have  bestowed  upon  me,  at  all 
times;  for  the  gallant  and  unswerving  fidelity  and 
attachment  with  which  they  stood  by  me.  through- 
out all  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  an  eventful  and 
arduous  life;  and  above  all,  for  the  scornful  indigna- 
tion with  which  they  repelled  an  infamous  calumny 
directed  against  my  name  and  fame  at  a  momentous 
period  of  ray  public  career.  In  recalling  to  our  me- 
mory but  the  circumstances  of  that  period,  one  can- 
not be  filled  with  astonishment  at  the  indefatigabili- 
ty  with  which  the  calumny  was  propagated  and  the 
zealous  partisan  use  to  which  it  was  applied,  not  on- 
ly without  evidence,  but  in  the  face  of  a  full  and 
complete  refutation.  Under  whatever  deception, 
delusion  or  ignorance,  it  was  received  elsewhere, 
with  you,  my  friends  and  neighbours,  and  with  the 
good  people  of  Kentucky,  it  received  no  counte- 
nance: but  in  proportion  to  the  venom  and  the  male- 
volence of  its  circulation  was  the  vigor  and  magna- 
nimity with  which  I  was  generously  supported.  Up- 
held with  the  consciousness  of  the  injustice  of  the 
charge,  I  should  have  borne  myself  with  becoming 
fortitude,  if  I  had  been  abandoned  by  you  as  I  was 
by  so  large  a  portion  of  my  countrymen.  But  to 
have  been  sustained  and  vindicated  as  I  was  by  the 
people  of  my  ov/n  state,  by  you  who  know  me  best, 
and  whom  I  had  so  many  reasons  to  love  and  esteem, 
greatly  cheered  and  encouraged  me  in  my  onward 
progress.  Eternal  thanks  and  gratitude  are  due 
from  me. 

I  thank  you  friends  and  fellow-citizens,  for  your 
distinguislied  and  enthusiastic  reception  of  me  this 
day;  and  for  the  excellence  and  abundance  of  tlie 
barbacue  that  has  been  provided  for  our  entertain- 
ment. And  I  thank,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
my  fair  country-womeu  for  honoring  and  gracing 
and  adding  brilliancy  to  this  occasion,  by  their  nu- 
merous attendance.  If  the  delicacy  and  refinement 
of  their  .sex  will  not  allow  them  to  mix  in  tlie  rough- 
er scenes  of  human  life,  we  may  be  sure  that  when- 
ever, by  their  presence,  their  smiles  and  approbation 
are  bestowed,  it  is  no  ordinary  occurrence.  That 
presence  is  always  an  absolute  guaranty  of  order, 
decorum  and  respect.  I  take  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  bearing  testimony  to  their  value  and  their  virtue. 
I  have  ever  found  in  them  true  and  steadfast  friends, 
generously  sympathising  in  distress,  and,  by  their 
courageous  fortitude  in  bearing  it  themselves,  en- 
couraging us  to  imitate  their  example.  And  we  all 
know  and  remember  how,  as  in  1840,  they  can  pow- 
erfully aid  a  great  and  good  cause,  without  any  de- 
parture from  the  propriety  or  dignity  of  their  sex. 

In  looking  back  upon  my  origin  and  progress 
through  life,  I  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful.  My 
father  died  in  17S1,  leaving  me  an  infant  of  too  ten- 
der years  to  retain  any  recollection  of  his  smiles  or 
endearments.     My  surviving  parent  removed  to  this 


state  in  1792,  leaving  me,  a  boy  of  fifteen  years  of 
age,  in  the  office  of  the  high  court  of  chancery,  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  without  guardian,  without  pe- 
cuniary means  of  support,  to  steer  my  course  as  I 
might  or  could.  A  neglected  education  was  improv- 
ed by  my  own  irregular  exertions,  without  the  bene- 
fit of  systematic  instruction.  I  studied  law  princi- 
pally in  the  office  of  a  lamented  friend,  the  late  Gov. 
Brooke,  then  attorney  general  of  Virginia,  and  also 
under  the  auspices  of  the  venerable  and  lamented 
Chancellor  Wythe,  for  whom  I  had  acted  as  an  ama- 
nuensis. I  obtained  a  license  to  practice  the  profes- 
sion from  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  established  myself  in  Lexington  in  1797, 
without  patrons,  without  the  favor  or  countenance  of 
the  great  or  opulent,  without  the  means  of  paying 
my  weekly  board,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  bar  uncom- 
monly distinguished  by  eminent  members.  I  remem- 
ber how  comfortable  I  thought  I  should  be  if  I  could 
make  $100  Virginia  money  per  year,  and  with  what 
delight  I  received  the  first  fifteen  shillings  fee.  My 
hopes  were  more  than  realized.  I  immediately  rush- 
ed into  a  successful  and  lucrative  practice. 

In  1803  or  4,  when  I  was  absent  from  the  county 
of  Fayette,  at  the  Olympian  springs,  without  my 
knowledge  or  previous  consent,  I  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  candidate  and  elected  to  the  general  as- 
sembly of  this  state.  I  served  in  that  body  several 
years,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  senate,  and 
afterwards  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U. 
States.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  subsequent  events  of 
my  political  life,  or  enumerate  the  offices  which  1 
have  filled.  During  my  public  career,  I  have  had 
bitter,  implacable,  reckless  enemies.  But  if  I  have 
been  the  object  of  misrepresentation  and  unmerited 
calumny,  no  man  has  been  beloved  or  honored  by 
more  devoted,  faithful  and  enthusiastic  friends.  I 
have  no  reproaches — none — to  make  towards  my 
country,  which  has  distinguished  and  elevated  me 
far  beyond  what  I  had  any  right  to  expect.  1  for- 
give my  enemies,  and  hope  they  may  live  to  obtain 
the  forgiveness  of  their  own  hearts. 

It  would  neither  be  fitting  nor  is  it  my  purpose  to 
pass  judgment  on  all  the  acts  of  my  public  life;  but 
I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  one  or  two  observa- 
tions, which  the  occasion  appears  to  me  to  authorise. 

I  never  but  once  changed  my  opinion  on  any  great 
measure  of  national  policy,  or  on  any  great  princi- 
ple of  construction  of  the  national  constitution.  In 
early  life,  on  deliberate  consideration,  I  adopted  the 
principles  of  interpreting  the  federal  constitution 
which  had  been  so  ably  developed  and  enforced  by 
Mr.  Madison,  in  his  memorable  report  to  the  Vir- 
ginia legislature,  and  to  them,  as  I  understood  them, 
I  have  constantly  adhered.  Upon  the  question  com- 
ing up  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  rechar- 
ter  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States  thirty  years 
ago,  I  opposed  the  recharter,  upon  convictions  which 
1  honestly  entertained.  The  experience  of  the  war, 
which  shortly  followed,  the  condition  into  which  the 
currency  of  the  country  was  thrown,  without  a  bank, 
and,  I  may  now  add,  la;er  and  more  disastrous  expe- 
rience, convinced  me  I  was  wrong.  I  publicly  stat- 
ed to  my  constituents  in  a  speech  in  Lexington,  (that 
which  I  made  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  not  having  been  reported,)  my  reasons 
for  that  change,  and  they  are  preserved  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  country.  I  appeal  to  that  record:  and 
I  am  willing  to  be  judged  now  and  hereafter  by  their 
validity. 

I  do  not  advert  to  the  fact  of  this  solitary  instance 
of  change  of  opinion,  as  implying  any  personal  merit, 
but  because  it  is  a  fact.  I  will,  however,  say  that  I 
think  it  very  perilous  to  the  utility  of  any  public  man 
to  make  frequent  changes  of  opinion,  or  any  change 
but  upon  grounds  so  sutiicient  and  palpable,  that  the 
public  can  clearly  see  and  approve  them.  If  we  could 
look  through  a  window  into  the  human  breast,  and 
there  discover  the  causes  which  led  to  changes  of 
opinion,  they  might  be  made  without  hazard.  But 
as  it  is  impossible  to  penetrate  the  human  heart,  and 
distinguish  between  the  sinister  and  honest  motives 
which  prompt  it,  any  public  man  that  changes  his 
opinion,  once  deliberately  formed  and  pron\ulgated, 
under  other  circumstances  than  those  which  I  have 
stated,  draws  around  him  distrust,  impairs  the  pub- 
lic confidence,  and  lessens  his  capacity  to  serve  his 
country. 

I  will  take  this  occasion  now  to  say,  that  lam,  and 
have  been  long  satisfied,  that  it  would  have  been  .wi- 
ser and  more  politic  in  me  to  have  declined  accept- 
ing the  office  of  secretary  of  state  in  18:35.  Not  that 
my  motives  were  not  as  pure  and  as  patriotic  as  ever 
carried  any  man  into  public  oflico.  Not  that  the  ca- 
lumny which  was  applied  to  the  fact  was  not  as  gross 
and  as  unfounded  as  any  that  was  ever  propagated. 
[Here  some  body  cried  out  that  Mr.  Carter  Beverly, 
who  had  been  made  the  organ  of  announcing  itj  h»d 
recently  borne  testimony  to  its  being  unfounded. — 
Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  true  that  he  had  voluntarily 


borne  such  testimony.  But,  with  great  earnestness 
and  emphasis,  Mr.  Clay  said,  I  want  no  testimony — 
here — here — here — here,  repeatedly  touching  his 
heart,  amidst  tremendous  cheers,  here  is  the  best  of 
all  witnesses  of  my  innocence.]  Not  that  valued 
friends,  and  highly  esteemed  opponents  did  not  unite 
in  urging  my  acceptance  of  the  office.  Not  that  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams  will  not,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, advantageously  compare  with  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors, in  economy,  purity,  prudence'and  wisdom. 
Not  that  Mr.  Adams  was  himself  wanting  in  any  of 
those  high  qualifications  and  upright  and  patriotic  in- 
tentions which  were  suited  to  the  office.  Of  that  ex- 
traordinary man,  of  rare  and  varied  attainments, 
whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  exis.t  as  to  his  re- 
cent course  in  the  house  of  representatives,  (and 
candor  obliges  me  to  say  that  there  are  some  things 
in  it  which  I  deeply  regret),  it  is  with  no  less  truth 
than  pleasure,  I  declare  that,  during  the  whole  period 
of  his  administration,  annoyed,  assailed  and  assault- 
ed as  it  was,  no  man  could  have  shown  a  more  de- 
voted attachment  to  the  union,  and  all  its  great  inte- 
rests; a  more  ardent  desire  faithfully  to  discharge  his 
whole  duty,  or  brought  to  his  aid  more  useful  expe- 
rience and  knowledge  than  he  did.  I  never  Jrans- 
acted  business  with  any  man,  in  my  life,  with  more 
ease,  satisfaction  and  advantage  than  I  did  with  that 
most  able  and  indefatigable  gentleman,  as  president 
of  the  United  States.  And  I  will  add,  that  more 
harmony  never  prevailed  in  any  cabinet  than   in  his. 

But  my  error,  in  accepting  the  office,  arose  out  of 
my  underrating  the  power  of  detraction  and  the  force 
of  ignorance,  and  abiding,  with  too  sure  a  confidence  ' 
in  the  conscious  integrity  and  uprightness  of  my  own 
motives.  Of  that  ignorance,  I  had  a  remarkable  and 
laughable  example  on  an  occasion  which  I  will  relate. 
I  was  travelling,  in  1828,  through,  I  believe  it  was 
Spottsylvania  county  in  Virginia,  on  my  return  to 
W^ashington,  in  company  with  some  young  friends. 
We  halted  at  night  at  a  tavern,  kept  by  an  aged  gen- 
tleman, who  I  quickly  perceived,  from  the  disorder 
and  confusion  which  reigned,  had  not  the  happiness 
to  have  a  wife.  After  a  hurried  and  bad  supper,  the 
old  gentleman  sat  down  by  me,  and  without  hearing 
my  name,  but  understanding  that  I  was  from  Ken- 
tucky, remarked  that  he  had  four  sons  in  that  state 
and  that  he  was  very  sorry  they  were  divided  in  pol 
litics,  two  being  for  Adams  and  two  for  Jackson;  he 
wished  they  were  all  fop  Jackson.  Why!  I  asked 
him.  Because,  he  said,  that  fellow  Clay  and  Adams 
had  cheated  Jackson  out  of  the  presidency.  Have 
you  ever  seen  any  evidence  my  old  friend,  said  I,  of 
that'  No,  he  replied,  none,  and  he  wanted  to  see 
none.  But,  I  observed,  looking  him  directly  and 
steadily  ih  the  face,  suppose  Mr.  Clay  were  to  come 
here  and  assure  you,  upon  his  honor,  that  it  was  all  a 
vile  calumny,  and  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it,  would 
you  believe  him!  No,  replied  the  old  gentleman 
promptly  and  emphatically.  I  said  to  him  in  conclu- 
sion, will  you  be  good  enough  tu  show  me  to  bed 
and  bid  him  good  night!  The  next  morning,  having 
in  the  interval  learnt  my  name,  lie  came  to  me  full 
of  apologies,  but  I  at  once  put  him  at  his  ease  by  as- 
suring him  that  I  did  not  feel  in  the  slightest  dcree 
hurt  or  offended  with  him. 

Mr  President,  I  have  been  accused  of  ambition 
often  accused  of  ambition.  1  believe,  however  that 
my  accusers,  will  be  generally  found  to  be  political 
opponents;  or  the  friends  of  aspirants  in  whose  way 
I  was  supposed  to  stand,  and  it  was  thought,  there- 
fore necessary  to  shove  me  aside.  I  defy  my  enemies 
to  point  out  any  actor  instance  of  my  life,  in  which 
I  have  sought  the  attainment  of  office  by  dishonora- 
ble or  unworthy  means.  Did  I  display  inordinate 
ambition  when,  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, I  declined  a  foreign  mission  of  the  first  grade 
and  an  executive  department,  both  of  which  he  suc- 
cessively kindly  tendered  to  me.'  When,  under  that 
of  his  successor,  Mr.  Monroe,  I  was  first  importuned 
(as  no  one  knows  better  than  that  sterling  old  patriot 
Jonathan  Pioberts,  now  threatened,  as  the  papers  tell 
us,  with  expulsion  from  an  office  which  was  never 
filled  with  more  honesty  and  uprightness,  because  he 
declines  to  bo  a  servile  instru:nent,)  to  accept  a 
secretaryship,  and  was  afterwards  offered  a  carte 
blanche  of  all  the  foreign  missions.'  At  the  epoch  of 
the  election  of  1325,  "f  believe  no  one  doubted  at 
Washington  that,  if  I  had  felt  it  my  duty  to  vote  for 
Gen.  Jackson,  he  would  have  invited  me  to  take 
charge  of  a  department.  And  such  undoubtedly  Mr, 
Craivford  would  have  done,  if  he  had  been  elected. 
When  the  Harrisburg  convention  assembled,  the 
general  expectation  was  that  the  nomination  would 
be  given  to  me.  It  was  given  to  the  lamented  Har^ 
risen.  Did  I  exhibit  extraordinary  ambition  when 
cheerfully  acquiescing,  I  threw  myself  into  the  can- 
vass and  made  every  exertion  in  ray  power  to' insure 
it  success?  Was  it  evidence  of  unchasteued  ambition 
in  me  to  resign,  as  I  recently  did,  my  seat  in  the 
senate — to  resign  the  dictatorship,  with  which  my 
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enemies  had  so  kindly  invested  me,  and  come  home 

to  Uie  qMiet  walks  of  private  life? 

But  1  am  ambitious  because  some  of  mj-  eountry- 
iTieri  have  seen  fit  to  assoeiate  my  name  wilh  the  suc- 
cession for  the  presidential  office.  Do  those  who 
prefer  the  charge  know  what  I  iiave  done,  or  not 
done,  in  connection  witti  that  oiiject?  Have  they 
given  themselves  the  trouble  to  enquire  at  all  into 
any  agency  of  mine  in  respect  to  it?  I  believe  not. 
It  is  a  subject  which  I  approach  wilh  all  the  delicacy 
■which  belongs  to  it,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  tlie 
dignity  of  the  exalted  station;  but  on  which  I  shall, 
at  the  same  time,  speak  to  you,  my  friends  and 
neighbors,  without  reserve,  and  with  the  utmost 
candor. 

I  have  prompted  none  of  those  movements  among 
the  people,  of  which  we  have  seen  accounts.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  they  are  altogether  spontaneous, 
and  not  only  without  concert  with  me,  but  most  ge- 
nerally without  any  sort  of  previous  knowledge  on 
my  part. — That  I  am  thankful  and  grateful — pro- 
foundly grateful — for  these  manifestations  of  confi- 
dence and  attachment,  I  will  not  conceal  or  deny. 
But  I  have  been  and  mean  to  remam,  a  passive,  if 
not  an  indifferent  spectator.  1  have  reached  a  time 
of  life,  and  seen  enough  of  high  official  stations,  to 
enable  me  justly  to  appreciate  their  value,  their 
cares,  their  responsibilities,  their  ceaseless  duties. 
That  estimate  of  their  worth,  in  a  personal  point  of 
view,  would  restrain  me  Irom  seeking  to  fill  any  one, 
the  highest  of  them,  in  a  scramble  of  doubtful  issue, 
"with  political  opponents,   much  less 


friends.  That  I  should  feel  greatly  honored  by  a  call 
from  a  majorily  of  the  people  of  this  country,  to  the 
highest  office  within  their  gift,  I  shall  not  deny;  nor, 
if  my  health  were  preserved,  might  I  feel  at  liberty 
lo  decline  a  summons  so  authoritative  and  command- 
ing. -But  I  declare  most  solemnly,  that  I  have  not, 
up  to  this  moment,  determined  whether  I  will  con- 
sent to  the  use  of  my  name  or  not  as  a  candidate  for 
the  chief  magistracy.  That  is  a  grave  question, 
■which  should  be  decided  by  all  attainable  lights, 
■which,  I  think,  is  not  necessary  yet  to  be  decided, 
and  a  decision  of  which  I  reserve  to  myself,  as  far  as 
I  can  reserve  it,  until  the  period  arrives  when  it 
ought  to  be  solved.  That  period  has  not,  as  I  think, 
yet  arrived.  When  it  does,  an  impartial  survey  of 
the  whole  ground  should  be  taken,  the  state  of  public 
opinion  properly  considered,  and  one's  personal  con- 
dition, physical  and  intellectual,  duly  examined  and 
■weighed.  In  thus  announcing  a  course  of  conduct 
for  myself,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  it  is 
no  part  of  my  purpose  to  condemn,  or  express  any 
opinion    whatever  upon   those  popular 


as  if  they  agreed  with  me  in  political  sentiment,) 
that  nolhing  is  farther  from  my  intention  than  to  say 
one  single  ivord  that  ought  to  wound  their  feelings 
or  give  offence  to  Ihem.  But  surely,  if  there  ever 
was  a  period  in  the  progress  of  any  people  when  all 
were  called  upon,  with  calmness  and  candor,  to  con- 
sider thorouglily  the  present  posture  of  public  and 
private  affairs,  and  deliberately  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  and  remedies  of  this  u'npropitious  state  of 
things,  we  have  arrived  at  that  period  in  the  United 
States.  And,  if  ever  a  people  stood  bound  by  the 
highest  duties  to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
to  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  their  country,  cherished 
prejudices  and  party  predilections  and  "antipathies, 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  make  that  sacrifice  if  ne- 
cessary. 

What  IS  our  actual  condition.'  It  is  one  of  unex- 
ampled distress  and  embarrassment,  as  universal  as 
it  is  intense,  pervading  the  whole  community,  and 
sparing  none.  Property  of  all  kinds,  and  every 
where,  fallen  and  falling  in  value;  agricultural  pro- 
duce of  every  description  at  the  most  reduced  prices; 
money  unsound  and  at  the  same  time  scarce,  and  be- 
coming more  scarce  by  preparations  of  doubtful  and 
uncertain  issue,  to  increase  its  soundness:  all  the  de- 
partments of  business  inactive  and  stagnant;  ex- 
changes extravagantly  high,  and  constantly  fluctuat- 
ing; credit,  public  and  private,  at  the  lowest  ebb,  and 
confidence  lost;  and  a  feeling  of  general  discourage- 
ment and  depression.  And  what  darkens  the  gloom 
which  hangs  over  the  country,  no  one  can  discern 
political :  any  termination  of  this  sad  stale  of  things,  nor  see  in 
the  future  any  glinipses  of  light  or  hope. 

Is  not  this  a  faithful,  although  appalling,  picture  of 
the  United  States  in  1842?  I  appeal  to  all  present, 
whigs  and  democrats,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  lo  say  if 
it  be  at  all  too  high  colored. 


Now  let  us  see  what  was  our  real  condition  only  the 
short  time  of  ten  years  ago.  1  had  occasion,  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1832,  in  the  senate  of  the  U.  States,  when  1 
was  defending  the  American  system  against  the  late 
Col.  Hayne  of  South  Carolina,  to  describe  it;  and  I 
refer  to  this  description  an  evidence  of  what]  believed 
to  be  the  state  of  the  country  at  that  time.  That  it 
conformed  to  the  truth  of  the  case,  I  appeal  wilh  con- 
fidence to  those  now  present.  On  that  occasion, 
among  other  things,  I  said: 

"I  have  now  to  perform  the  more  pleasing  task  of 
exhibiting  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the  existing  state 
of  tlie  unparalleled  prosperity  of  the  country.  On  a 
general  survey,  we  behold  cultivation  extended,  the 
arts  flourishing,  the  face  of  the  count'-y  improved, 
our  people  fully  and  profitably  employed,  and  the  pub- 
j  lie  countenance  exhibiting  tranquillity,  contentment 
ard  happiness.  And,  if  we  descend  into  particular 
ntei 
ng  slowly  i 


ovements 
■which  have  been   made,  or  may 'be  contemplated,  in  ,.,,.,„  ,,.,„„,„„-;:       ,.„„    „  ,.,„   ,„         ^      ,  ,       , 

respect  to  the  next  election  of  a  president  of  the  ^' ^''?PT:';,,1"V  "'^f^^'^V^d 'nto  particulars 
United  States.  " ^.  'TJ'  u.   ,  '^J'^^^^"  contemplation   of  a   people 

out  of  debt,  land  rising  slowly  m  value,  but  in  a  se- 
lf to  have  served  my  country,  during  a  long  series  |  cure  and  saiutarv  degree;  a  ready,  though  exlrava- 
of  years,  with  fervent  zeal  and  unshaken  fidelity,  in '  gant,  market  for'all  the  surplus  productions  of  our 
seasons  of  peace  and  war,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  industry;  innumerable  flocks  and  herds  browsin>f  and 
legislative  halls  and  in  an  executive  department;  if  gambolling  on  ten  thousand  hills  and  plains,  covered 
to  have  labored  most  sedulously  to  avert  the  embar-!  with  rich  and  verdant  grasses;  our  cities  expanded 
rassment  and  distress  which  now  overspread  this '  and  whole  villages  springing  up,  as  it  were,  by  en- 
union;  and  when  they  came,  to  have  exerted  myself  chantment;ourexports  and  our  imports  increased  and 
anxiously,  at  the  extra  session,  and  at  this,  to  devise  ;  increasing;  our  tonnage,  foreign  and  coastwise  swel- 
healing  remedies;  if  to  have  desired  to  introduce  !  ling  and  fully  occupied:  the  rivers  of  our  interior  ani- 
economy  and  reform  in  the  general  administration,  mated  by  the  perpetual  thunder  and  li^htnin"  of  count- 
turtail  enormous  executive  power,  and  amply  pro-  less  steamboats;  the  currency  sound  and  abundant- 
vide,  at  the  same  time,  for  Ihe  wants  of  the  govern-  the  public  debt  of  two  wars  nearlv  redeemed-  and 
ment  and  the  wants  of  the  people  by  a  tarifl"  which  lo  crown  all,  the  public  treasury' overflowin''  em- 
would  give  It  revenue  and  them  protection;  if  to  barrassing  congress,  not  to  find  subjects  of  tax'ation 
have  earnestly  sought  to  establish  the  bright  but  too  but  to  select  the  objects  which  shall  be  liberated  from 
rare  example  of  a  parly  in  power,  faithful  to  its  the  impost.  If  the  term  of  seven  years  were  to  be 
promises  and  pledges  made  when  out  of  power— if  selected,  of  the  grealest  prosperity  which  this  people 
these  services,  exertions  and  endeavors,  justify  the  have  enjoyed,  since  the  eslablishmeni  of  their  present 
accusation  of  ambition,  I  must  plead  guilty  to  the  ^  constitution,  it  would  be  exactly  that  period  of  seven 
charge.       .  ...        ,,  ,,    ,         '  years  which  immediately  followed  the  passage  of  the 

I  have  wished  the  good  opinion  of  the  world;  but  I   tariff  of  1S24." 
defy  the  most  malignant  of  my  enemies  to  show  that  J      And  that  period  embraced  the  whole  term  of  the 
I  have  attempted  to  gam  It  by  any  low  or  grovelling   administration  of  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams    which  has 
arts,  by  any  mean  or  unworthy  sacrifices,  by  the  vio-    been  so  unjustly  abused! 

lation  of  any  of  the  obligations  of  honor,  or  by  a  ;  '1  he  contrast  in  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  two 
breach  of  any  of  the  duties  which  I  owed  to  my  periods  of  1832  and  1842,  is  most  remarkable  and 
country.     .  ,     „     .  I  startling.     What  has  precipitated  us  from  that  great 

I  turn,  sir,  from  these  personal  allusions  and  re-  height  of  enviable  prospcrily  down  to  the  lowest 
miniscences,  to  the  vastly  more  important  subject  of  depths  of  pecuniary  embarrassment?  What  has  oc- 
the  present  actual  eondition  of  this  country.  If  they  casioned  the  wonderful  change?  No  foreign  foe  has 
could  ever  be  justifiable  or  excusable,  it  would  be  invaded  and  desolated  the  country.  We  have  had 
on  such  an  occasion  as  this  when  I  am  addressing  neither  famine  nor  earlhquakes.  That  there  exists 
those  0  whom  I  am  bound  by  so  many  intimate  and  a  cause  there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  I  think  it  equally 
tnenuiy  ties.  .,,,.,.  flpar  that  the  cause,  whatever  il  may  be,  must  be  a 

Inspeakingof  the  present  state  of  the  country,  it  general  one;  for  nothing  but  a  general  cause  could 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  touch  with  freedom  and  have  produced  such  wide  spretd  ruin;  and  every 
independence  upon  the  pas  as  well  as  the  present,  where  we  behold  the  same  or  similar  efl-ects,  every 
and  upon  the  conduct,  spirit  and  principles  of  par-  interest  affected,  every  section  of  the  union  suffer- 
ties.  fn  doing  this,  I  assure  my  dcniocralic  brethren  ing,  all  descriptions  of  produce  and  properly  depres 
and  fellow  ciluens  of  whon,  1  on,  told  there  are  seU  in  value.  And  whilst  I  endeavor  to  find  out  that 
many  here  present,  (and  I  tendc^-  them  my  cordial  cause,  and  to  trace  to  their  true  source  the  disastrous 
w«  ?hf  llv  ilnh"'"  ''°"\"":  ^y  ."''■"•  flendanee  eliects  which  we  witness  and  feel,  and  lament,  I  en 
here  this  day,  with  as  much  sincerily  and  gratitude   treat  the  democratic  portion  of  my   audience,  espe- 


cially  to  listen  with  patience  and  candor,  and  dismiss- 
ing for  a  moment  party  biases  and  prejudices,  to  de- 
cide v,fith  impartiality  and  in  a  .spirit  of  geiuine  pa- 
triotism. 

It  has  been  said  by  those,  in  high  authority,  that 
the  people  are  to  blame  and  not  the  government;  and 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country  have  proceeded  from 
speculation  and  overtrading.  The  people  have  been 
even  reproached  for  expecting  too  much  from  govern- 
ment, and  not  relying  sufficiently  upon  their  own  ex- 
ertions. And  they  have  been  reminded  thatthe  highest 
duty  of  the  government  is  to  take  care  of  itself,  leav- 
ing the  people  to  shift  for  themselves  as  well  as  they 
can.  Accordingly  we  have  seen  the  government  re- 
treating from  the  storm  which  it  will  be  seen,  in  the 
sequel,  itself  created,  and  taking  shelter  under  the 
sub-treasury. 

That  there  has  been  some  speculation  and  over- 
trading, may  be  true;  but  all  have  not  speculated  and 
overtraded;  whilst  the  distress  reaches,  if  not  in  the 
same  degree,  the  cautious  and  the  prudent,  as  well 
as  the  enterprising  and  adventurous.  The  error  of 
the  argument  consists  in  mistaking  the  effect  for 
the  cause.  What  produced  the  overtrading?  What 
was  the  cause  of  speculation?  How  were  the  peo- 
ple tempted  to  abandon^  the  industrious  and  secure 
pursuits  of  life,  and  embark  in  doubtful  and  perilous, 
but  seducing  enterprizes?  That  is  tne  important  ques- 
tion. 

Now,  fellow  citizens,  I  take  upon  myself  to  shovr 
that  the  people  have  been  far  less  to  blame  than  the 
general  government,  and  that  whatever  of  error  they 
committed,  was  the  natural  and  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  the  unwise  oolicy  of  llieir  rulers.  To  the 
action  of  government  is  mainly  to  be  ascribed  the 
disorders,  embarrassment  and  distress  which  all  have 
now  so  much  reason  to  deplore.  And,  to  be  yet  more 
spscific,  1  think  they  are  lo  be  fairly  attributed  to  the 
action  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. 

Three  facts  or  events,  all  happening  about  the  same 
time,  if  their  immediate  effects  are  duly  considered, 
will  afford  a  clear  and  satisfactory  solution  of  all  the 
pecuniary  evils  which  now  unhappily  aflSict  this  coun- 

try- 

The  first  was  the  veto  of  the  re-charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  second  was  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  of  the  United  States  from  that  bank 
to  local  banks.  And  the  third  was  the  refusal  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  an  arbritrary 
stretch  of  power,  to  sanction  the  passage  of  the  land 
bill.  These  events  all  occurred,  in  quick  succession, 
in  1832-3,  and  each  of  them  deserves  particular  con- 
sideration. 

1.  When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  fully 
recovered  from  the  errors  of  its  early  administration, 
and  at  the  period  ivhen  it  was  proposed  lore-charter 
it,  it  furnished  the  best  currency  that  ever  existed, 
possessing  not  merely  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
United  States,  but  throughout  the  whole  commercial 
world.  No  institution  was  ever  more  popular,  and 
the  utility  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States  was  ac- 
knowledged by  President  Jackson  in  his  veto  mes- 
sage, in  which  he  expressly  stated,  that  he  could  have 
suggested  to  congress  the  plan  of  an  unexceptionable 
charter,  if  application  had  been  made  to  him.  And 
I  slate  as  a  fact,  what  many,  I  am  sure,  will  here  re- 
member and  sustain,  that  in  the  canvass  then  go- 
ing on  for  the  presidency,  many  of  his  friends  in 
this  state  gave  assurances,  that,  in  the  event  of  his 
re-election,  a  bank  of  the  United  Slates  would  be 
established. 

It  was  held  out  to  the  people,  that  a  better  currency 
should  be  supplied,  and  a  more  safe  and  faithful  exe-^ 
cution  of  the  fiscal  duties  towards  the  government 
would  be  performed  by  the  local  banks  than  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

What  was  the  immediateeflert  of  the  overthrow  of 
that  institution?  The  establishment  of  innumerable 
local  banks,  which  sprung  up  every  where,  with  a  ra- 
pidity to  which  we  cannot  look  back  without  amaze- 
ment. A  respectable  document  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  I  believe  correctly  slates,  that  "in  leSOthe 
aggregate  banking  capital  of  the  union  was  §145- 
190,263.  Within  two  years  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  the  banking  capital  had  swollen  to  S331,- 
2J0.337,  and  in  1837  it  reached  §440,195,710.  Whilst 
the  United  Stales  bank  was  in  existence,  the  local 
banks,  not  aspiring  to  the  regulation  of  the  currency, 
were  chartered  wilh  small  capitals,  as  occasion  and 
business  required.  After  1833,  they  were  chartered 
without  necessity  and  multiplied  beyond  example.  In 
December,  1837,  there  were  no  less  than  709  stats 
banks.  Nearly  four  hundred  banks  sprung  up  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  U.  States  bank,  and  §250,000,000 
of  capital  was  incorporated,  to  supply  the  uses  for^ 
merly  discharged  by  the  §35,000.000  capital  of  tho 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  The  impulse  given  to 
extravagance  and  speculation  by  this  enormous   in- 
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crease  of  banking  capital,  was  quickened  by  the  cir- 
culars of  the  treasury  department  to  these  pet  state 
banks  that  were  made  ifie  custodiers  of  the  national 
revenue." 

A  vast  proportion  of  these  new  banks,  more  T  be- 
lieve than  four-fifths,  were  chartered  by  legislatures 
in  which  the  democratic  parly  had  the  undisputed 
ascendancy.  I  well  remember  that,  in  this  state,  the 
presses  ofthat  party  made  a  grave  charge  against 
me  of  being  inimical  to  the  establishment  here  of 
stale  banks;  and  1  was  opposed  to  their  establishment, 
until  all  prospect  vanished  of  getting  a  bank  of  the 
United  Stales. 

The  effect  upon  the  country  of  this  sudden  increase 
to  such  an  immense  amount,  of  the  banking  capital  of 
the  country,  could  not  fail  to  be  very  great,  if  not  dis- 
astrous. It  threw  out,  in  the  utmost  profusion,  bank 
notes,  post  notes,  checks,  drafts,  bills,  &o.  The  cur- 
rency thus  put  forth,  the  people  had  been  assured  was 
better  than  that  supplied  by  ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and,  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  lo- 
cal banks  v/ere  urged  and  stimulated,  by  the  secreta- 
rv  of  the  treasury,  freely  to  discount  and  accommo- 
date upon  the  basis  of  those  deposites.  Flooded  as 
the  country  was,  by  these  means  and  in  this  way  with 
all  species  of  bank  money  and  facilities,  is  it  surpris- 
ing that  they  should  have  rushed  into  speculation,  and 
freely  adventured  in  the   most  desperate  enterprises." 


The  veto  notwithstanding,  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, by  a  large  majority,  resolved  that  the  public 
deposites  were  safe  in  the  custody  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  where  they  were  placed,  under  the 
sanction  and  by  the  command  of  Ihe  law;  and  it  was 
well  known  at  Washington,  that  this  resolution  was 
passed  in  anticipalion  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
their  removal.  In  the  face  and  in  contempt  of  this 
decision  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  in 
violation  of  a  positive  law,  the  removal  was  ordered 
by  the  president  a  few  months  after,  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  having  been  previously  himself  removed 
to  accomplish  the  object.  And  this  brings  me  to  con- 
sider the  effect  produced  upon  the  business  and  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  by  the 

2nd.  event  to  which  I  alluded.  It  is  well  known 
to  be  the  usage  of  banks,  to  act  upon  the  standing 
average  amount  of  their  deposites,  as  upon  a  per- 
manent fund.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  had 
so  regulated  its  transactions  upon  the  deposites  of 
the  United  States  and  had  granted  accommodations 
and  extended  facilities  as  far  as  could  be  safely  done 
on  that  basis.  The  deposites  were  removed  anddis- 
persed  among  various  local  banks,  which  were  urged 
by  an  authority  not  likely  to  be  disregarded,  espe- 
cially when  seconding,  as  it  did,  their  own  pecuniary 
interests,  to  discount  and  accommodate  freely  on 
them.     They  did   so;  and  thus  these  deposites  per- 


il would  have  been  better  to  have  avoided  them;  it   formed  a  double  office,  by  being  the  basis  of  bank 


■\TOuld  have  been  better  that  the  people  should  have 
been  wiser  and  more  prudent  than  government;  but 
who  is  most  to  blame,  they  who  yielded  to  temptation 
so  thrown  before  them — they  who  yielded  confidence 
to  their  rulers — they  who  could  not  see  when  this  in- 
ordinate issue  of  money  was  to  cease,  or  to  become 
vitiated;  or  government,  that  tempted,  seduced  and 
betrayed  them.^ 

And  now,  fellow  citizens,  do  let  us,  in  calmness 


facilities,  first,  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  and  afterwards  in  the  possession  of  the 
local  banks.  A  vast  addition  to  the  circulation  of 
the  country  ensued,  adding  to  that  already  so  cooi- 
ously  put  forth  and  putting  forth  by  the  multitude  of 
new  banks  which  were  springing  up  like  mush- 
rooms. That  speculation  and  overtrading  should 
have  followed,  were  to  have  been  naturally  expect- 
ed. It  is  surprising  that  there  were  not  more.  Prices 


and  candor,  revert  for  a  moment  to  some  of  the  1  rose  enormously,  as  another  consequence;  and  thou- 
means  which  were  employed  to  break  down  the  '  sands  were  tempted,  as  is  always  the  case  in  an  ad 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  inflict   upon   the 


country  all  the  sad  consequences  which  ensued.  I 
shall  not  stop  to  expose  the  motives  of  the  assault 
upon  that  institution,  and  to  show  that  it  was  be- 
cause it  refused  to  make  itself  basely  and  servilely 
instrumental  to  the  promotion  of  political  views  and 
objects. 

The  bank  was  denounced  as  a  monster,  aiming,  as 


vancing  market,  to  hold  on  or  to  make  purchases, 
under  the  hope  of  prices  rising  still  higher.  A  rush 
of  speculators  was  made  upon  the  public  lands,  and 
the  money  invested  in  their  purchase,  coming  back 
to  the  deposite  banks,  was  again  and  again  loaned 
out  to  the  same  or  other  speculators,  to  make  other 
and  other  purchases 
Who  was  to  bl 


v/as  declared,  to  rob  the  people  of  their  liberties,  and  gt^ig  gf  t|,ings?  Who  lor  the  speculation  which  was 
to  subvert  the  government  of  the  country.  The  bank  jt,  natural  oflspring.^  The  policy  of  government, 
to  subvert  the  government!  Why  how  could  the  ]  ,yhich  produced  it,  or  the  people?  The  seducer  or 
bank  continue  to  exist  after  the  overthrow  of  that  i  {f,g  seduced?  The  people,  who  only  used  the  means 
government  to  which  it  was  indebted  for  its  exis-  I  50  abundantly  supplied  in  virtue  of  the  public  autho- 
tence,  and  in  virtue  of  whose  authority  it  could  alone  j  riiY^  or  our  rulers,  whose  unwise  policy  tempted 
successfully  operate?  Convulsions,  revolutions,  civil  |  them  into  the  ruinous  speculation, 
wars,  are  not  the  social  conditions  most  favorable  to  „  There  was  a  measure,  the  passage  of  which 
bank  prosperity;  but  they  flourish  most  when  order,  |  ^^^^^  ^^^^  o-reatly  mitigated  this  unnatural  state  of 
law,  regularity,  punctuality  and  successful  business  j^j^  ^  °r^^  „ot  difficult  to  foresee,  after  the  veto 
prevail.  |  of  the  bank"  some  of  the   consequences   that  would 

Rob  the  people  of  their  liberties!  And  pray  what  1  follow.  The  multiplication  of  banks,  a  superabun- 
would  it  do  with  them  after  the  robbery  was  perpe- 1  dant  currency,  rash  and  inordinate  speculation,  and 
tratedr  It  could  not  put  them  in  its  vaults,  or  make  I  3  probable  ultimate  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
interest  or  profit  upon  them,  the  leading,  if  not  sole  I  j^^d  the  public  domain  was  too  brilliant  and  tempt- 
object  of  a  bank.  And  how  could  it  destroy  the  liber- j  jng  a  prize,  not  to  be  among  the  first  objects  that 
ties  of  the  people;  without  at  the  same  time  destroy- i  would  atlract  speculation.  In  March,  1833,  a  bill 
ing  the  liberties  of  all  persons  interested  or  concern- 1  passed  both  houses  of  congress,  to  distribute  among 
ed  in  the  bank?  What  is  a  bank?  It  is  a  corporation,  1  j[,e  states  Ihe  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
the  aggregate  of  whose  capital  is  contributed  by  indi-  :  ]t  was  a  measure  of  strict  justice  to  the  states,  and 
vidual  shareholders,  and  employed  in  pecuniary  ope-  j  one  of  sound  policy  as  it  respects  the  revenue  of  the 
rations,  under  the  management  of  official  agenls,  call-  '  United  Stales;  but  the  view  which  I  now  propose  to 
ed  president,  directors,  cashier,  teller  and  clerks. —  ;  lake  of  it,  applies  altogether  to  the  influence  which 
Now  all  these  persons  are  usually  citizens  of  the  U.  |  it  would  have  exerted  upon  circulation  and  specula- 
States,  just  as  much  interested  in  the  preservation  of  tion.  It  was  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  president 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  as  any  other  citizens.  |  to  have  returned  the  bill  to  congress  with  his  objec- 
What  earthly  niotive  could  prompt  them  to  seek  the  |  tions,  if  he  were  opposed  to  it,  or  vvith  his  sanction, 
destruction  of  the  liberty  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  I  if  he  approved  it;  but  the  bill  fell  by  his  arbitrarily 
with  it  their  own.  I  withholding  it  from  congress. 

The  late  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  clearly  |  Let  us  here  pause  and  consider  what  would  have 
demonstrated  where  the  real  danger  to  the  public  li-  ibeen  the  operation  of  that  most  timely  and  salutary 
berty  exists.  It  was  not  in  the  bank.  Its  popularity  j  measure,  if  it  had  not  been  arrested.  The  bill  pass- 
had  been  great,  and  the  conviction  of  its  utility  strong  ed  in  1833,  and  in  a  short  time  after,  the  sales  ol  the 
and  general,  up  to  the  period  of  the  bank  veto, 
bounded  as   was  the  influence  of  President  Jacki 


and  undisguised  as  his  hostility  was  to  the  bank,  he 
could  not  prevent  the  passage  through  congress  of  a 
bill  to  re-charter  it.  In  such  favor  and  esteem  was  it 
held,  that  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which 
his  frien  Is  had  uncontrolled  sway,  almost  unanimous- 
ly recommended  the  re-charter.  But  his  veto  came; 
he  blew  his  whislle  for  its  destruction;  it  was  neces- 
sary to  sustain  his  party,  which  could  only  be  done 
by  sustaining  liim,  and  instantly,  and  every  where, 
down  with  the  bank  and  huzzah  for  the  veto,  be- 
came the-watch  words  and  the  rallying  cry  of  his 
partisans.  That  same  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
now,  with  equal  unanimity,  approved  the  destruction 
of  an    institution  which    they  had  believed  to   be  so 


indispensable  to  the  public  prosperity,  and  deluded  returned  to  the  stales,  and  would  have  been  applied, 
people  felt  as  it  they  liad  fortunately  escaped  a  great  under  the  direction  of  their  respective  legislatures, 
national  calamity!  |  to  various  domestic  and  useful  purposes.     It  would 


have  fallen  upon  the  land,  like  the  rains  of  heaven, 

in  gentle,  genialand  general  showers,  passing  through 
a  thousand  rills,  and  fertilizing  and  beautifying  the 
country.  Instead  of  being  employed  in  purposes  of 
speculation,  it  would  have  been  applied  to  t!;e  com- 
mon benefit  to  the  whole  people.  Finally,  when  the 
fund  had  accumulated  and  was  accumulating  in  an 
alarming  degree,  it  was  distributed  among  Ihe  states 
by  the  deposite  act,  hut  so  suddenly  distributed,  in 
such  large  masses,  and  in  a  manner  so  totally  in  vio- 
lation of  all  the  laws  and  rules  of  finance,  that  the 
crisis  of  suspension  in  1837  was  greatly  accelerated. 
This  would  have  been  postponed,  if  not  altogether 
avoided,  if  the  land  bill  of  1833' had  been  approved 
and  executed. 

To  these  three  causes,  fellow  citizens,  the  veto  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  consequent 
creation  of  innumerable  local  banks,  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  of  the  United  States  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  their  subsequent  free  use,  and 
the  failure  of  the  land  bill  of  1833,  I  verily  believe, 
all,  or  nearly  all  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
the  country  are  plainly  attributable.  If  the  bank 
had  been  re-chartered,  the  public  deposites  suffered 
to  remain  undisturbed  where  the  law  required  them 
to  be  made,  and  the  land  bill  had  gone  into  opera- 
tion— it  is  my  firm  conviction  that  we  should  have 
had  no  more  individual  distress  and  ruin  than  is  com- 
mon, in  ordinary  and  regular  times,  to  a  trading  and 
commercial  community. 

And  do  just  now  take  a  rapid  review  of  the  expe- 
riments of  our  rulers.  They  began  with  incontesti- 
bly  the  htst  currency  in  the  world,  and  promised  a 
bitter.  That  better  currency  was  to  be  supplied  by 
the  local  banks:  and  in  the  first  stages  of  the  expe- 
riment, after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  they  were 
highly  commended  from  high  authority,  for  their  be- 
neficial and  extensive  operations  in  exchange,  the  fi- 
nancial facilities  which  they  aflbrded  to  the  govern- 
ment, &c.,  &c.  But  the  day  of  trouble  and  difficulty, 
which  had  been  predicted,  for  the  want  of  a  United 
States  bank,  came.  They  could  notstand  the  shock, 
but  gave  way,  and  the  suspension  of  1837  took  place. 
Then  what  was  the  courseof  those  same  rulers!  They 
had  denounced  and  put  down  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  It  was  a  monster.  They  had  extolled 
and  lavished  praises  on  the  local  banks.  Now,  they 
for  this  artificial  and  inflated  |  turned  round  against  the  objects  of  their  own  crea- 
tion and  commendation.  Now  they  were  a  brood  of 
little  monsters,  corrupt  and  corrupting  with  separate 
privileges,  preying  upon  the  vitals  of  the  states. 
They  vehemently  call  out  for  a  divorce  of  state  and 
bank.  And  meanly  retreating  under  the  sub-treasu- 
ry, from  the  storm  .which  themselves  had  raised,  leav- 
ing the  people  to  suffer  under  all  its  pelting  and  piti- 
less rage,  they  add  insult  to  injury,  by  telling  them 
thai  they  unreasonably  expect  too  much  from  go- 
vernment, that  they  must  take  care  of  themselves, 
and  that  it  is  the  highest  and  most  patriotic  duty  of  a 
free  government,  to  take  care  of  itself,  without  re- 
gard to  the  sufferings  and  distresses,  of  the  people. 
They  began  with  the  best  currency,  promised  a 
better,  and  end  with  giving  none!  For  we  might  as 
well  resort  to  the  costumes  of  our  original  parents 
in  the  garden  of  Eden,  as,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
with  the  example  of  the  commercial  world  before 
us,,  to  cramp  this  energetic  and  enterprising  people 
by  a  circulation  exclusively  of  the  precious  metals. 
Let  us  see  how  the  matter  stands  with  us  here  in 
Kentucky,  and  I  believe  we  stand  as  well  as  the 
people  do  in  most  of  the  states.  We  have  a  circu- 
lation in  bank  notes  amounting  to  about  two  millions 
and  a  half,  founded  upon  specie  in  their  vaults 
amounting  to  one  million  and  a  quarter,  half  the  ac- 
tual circulation.  Have  we  too  much  money?  [No! 
no!  exclaimed  many  voices].  If  all  banks  were  put 
down,  and  all  bank  paper  were  annihilated,  we 
should  have  just  one-half  the  money  that  we  now 
have.  I  am  quite  sure  that  one  of  the  immediate 
causes  of  our  present  diSiculties,  is  a  defect  in  quan- 
tity as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  circulating  medium. 
And  it  would  be  impossible,  if  we  were  reduced  to 
such  a  regimen  as  is  proposed  by  the  hard-money 
theorists,  to  avoid  stop  laws,  relief  laws,  repudiation, 
bankruptcies  and  perhaps  civil  commotion. 

1  have  traced  the  principal  causes  of  the  present 
embarrassed  condition  of  the  country,  I  hope  with 
candor  and  fairness,  and  without  giving  offence  to 
any  of  my  fellow  citizens,  who  may  have  dilfcred  in 
political  opinion  from  me.  It  would  have  been  far 
more  agreeable  to  my  feelings  to  have  dwelt,  as  I 
did  in  IS'i-'i,  during  the  third  year  of  the  first  term  of 
President  Jackson's  administration,  upon  bright  and 
cheering  prospects  of  general  prosperity.  I  thought 
it  useful  to  contrast  that  period  with  the  present  one, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  brought 
upon  us  such  a  sad  and  dismal  reverse.  A  much 
more  important  object  rema  ns  to  me  to  attempt, 
and  that  is  to  point  out  remedies  for  existing  evils 
and  disorders. 


irong   ed  in  1833,  ana  in  a  snort  iimcanci,  lmc^o.^..  «.  ...- 

Un-   public  lands  were  made  to  an  unprecedented  extent; 

kson,  I  m  so  much,  that  in  one  year  they  amounted  to  about 


§25,000,000,  and  in  a  few  years  to  an  aggregate  of 
about  S50,000,000.  It  was  manifest  that,  if  this  fund 
so  rapidly  accumulating,  remained  in  the  custody  of 
the  local  banks,  in  conformity  with  the  treasury  cir- 
cular, and  with  their  interests,  it  would  be  made  the 
basis  of  new  loans,  new  accommodations,  fresh  bank 
facilities.  It  was  manifest  that  the  same  identical 
sum  of  money  might,  as  it  in  fact  did,  purchase  ma- 
ny tracts  of  land,  by  making  the  circuit  from  the 
land  olBces  to  the  banks,  and  from  the  banks  to  the 
land  offices,  besides  sliinulating  speculation  in  other 
forms. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  measure  of  distribu- 
tion, that  great  fund  would  have  been  semi-annually 
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And  the  first  I  would  suggest,  requires  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  government  and  the  people — it  is  eco- 
nomy and  frugality,  strict  and  persevering  economy, 
both  in  public  and  private  affairs.  Government 
should  incur  or  continue  no  expense  that  can  be  just- 
ly and  honorably  avoided,  and  individuals  should  do 
the  same.  The  prosperity  of  the  country  has  been 
impaired  by  causes  operating  throughout  several 
years,  and  it  will  not  be  restored  in  a  day  or  a  year, 
perhaps  not  in  period  less  then  it  has  taken  to  destroy 
it.  But  we  must  not  only  be  economical,  we  must 
be  industrious, 'indefatigably  industrious.  An  im- 
mense amount  of  capital  has  been  wasted  and  squan- 
dered in  "isionary  or  unprofitable  enterprises,  public 
and  private.  It  can  only  be  reproduced  by  labor 
and  saving. 

The  second  remedy  which  1  would  suggest,  and 
that  without  which  all  othei-s  must  prove  abortive  or 
ineffectual,  is  a  sound  currency,  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  union,  and  redeemable  in  specie  upon 
the  demand  of  the  holder.  I  know  of  but  one  mode 
in  which  that  object  can  be  accomplished,  and  that 
has  stood  the  test  of  time  and  practical  experience. 
If  any  other  can  be  devised  than  a  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  should  be  safe  and  certain,  and  free 
from  the  mfluence  of  government,  and  especially  un- 
der the  control  of  the  executive  department,  I  should 
for  one,  gladly  see  it  embraced.  I  am  not  exclusive- 
ly wedded  to  a  bank  of  the  United  States  nor  do  I  de- 
sire to  see  one  established  against  the  will  and  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  people.  But  all  my  observa- 
tion and  reflection  have  served  to  strengthen  and  con- 
firm my  conviction,  that  such  an  institution,  emanat- 
ing from  the  authority  of  the  general  government, 
properly  restricted  and  guarded,  with  such  improve- 
ments as  experience  has  pointed  out  can  alone  supply 
a  reliable  currency. 

Accordingly,  at  the  extra  session,  a  bill  passed 
both  houses  of  congress,  which,  in  my  opinion,  con- 
tained an  excellent  charter,  with  one  or  two  slight 
defects,which  it  was  intended  to  cure  by  a  supplemen- 
tal bill,  ifthe  veto  had  not  been  exercised.  That  char- 
ter contained  two  new  and  I  think  admirable  fea 
tures;  one  was  to  separate  the  operation  of  issuing  e 
circulation  from  that  of  banking,  confiding  these  fa- 
culties to  diflerent  boards;  and  the  other  was  to  limit 
the  dividends  of  the  bank,  bringing  the  excess,  be 
yond  the  prescribed  amount,  into  the  public  treasu- 
ry. In  the  preparation  of  the  charter  every  sacri- 
lice  was  made  that  could  be  made  to  accommodate 
it,  especially  in  regard  to  the  president.  But  instead 
of  meeting  as  in  a  mutual  spirit  of  conciliation,  he 
fired,  as  was  aptly  said  by  a  Virginia  editor,  upon  the 
flag  of  truce  sent  from  the  capitol. 

Congress,  anxious  to  fulfil  the  expectations  of  the 
people,  another  bank  bill  was  prepared,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  plan  of  a  bank  sketched  by  the  acting 
president  in  his  veto  message,  after  a  previous  con- 
sultation between  him  and  some  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  congress,  and  two  leading  members  of  his  ca- 
binet. The  bill  was  shaped  in  precise  conformity  to 
his  views,  as  communicated  by  those  members  of  the 
cabinet,  and  as  communicated  to  others,  and  was  sub- 
mitted to  his  inspection  after  it  was  so  prepared;  and 
he  gave  assurances  that  he  would  approve  such  a  bill. 
1  was  no  party  to  the  transaction,  but  I  do  n6t  en- 
tertain a  doubt  of  what  I  state.  The  bill  passed  both 
houses  of  congress  without  any  alteration  or  amend- 
ment wliivtever,  and  the  veto  was  nevertheless  again 
employed. 

It  is  painful  for  me  to  advert  to  a  grave  occurrence, 
marked  by  such  dishonor  and  bad  faith.  Although 
the  president,  through  his  recognised  organ,  derides 
and  denounces  the  w  bigs,  and  disowns  being  one;  al- 
though he  administers  the  executive  branch  of  the 
government  in  contempt  of  their  feelings  and  in  vio- 
lation of  their  principles;  and  although  all  whom  he 
choses  to  have  denominated  as  ultra  vvhigs,  that  is  to 
say  the  great  body  of  the  whig  party,  Jiave  come 
under  his  ban,  and  those  of  them  in  office  are  threa- 
tened with  his  expulsion,  I  v^ish  not  to  say  of  him 
one  word  that  is  not  due  to  truth  and  to  the  country. 
I  will,  however,  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  whigs 
cannot  be  justly  held  responsible  for  his  administra- 
tion of  the  executive  department,  for  the  measures 
he  may  recommend,  or  his  failure  to^  recommend 
others,  nor  especially  for  the  manner  m  which  he 
distributes  tlie  public  patronage.  They  will  do  their 
duty,  1  hope,  towards  the  country,  and  render  all 
good  and  proper  support  to  government;  but  they 
ought  not  to  be  held  accountable  for  his  conduct. 
They  elected  him,  it  is  true,  but  for  another  office, 
and  he  came  into  the  present  one  by  a  lamentable 
■visitation  of  providence.  There  had  been  no  such 
instance  occiming  under  the  government.  If  the 
whigs  Were  bound  to  scrutinizn  his  opinions,  in  refe- 
rence to  an  office  which  no  one  ever  anticipateil  he 
wouldilll,  he  was  bound  in  honor  and  good  faith  to 
decline  the  Harrisburg  nomination,  if  he  could  not 
eonscientiously  co-operate  with  the  principles  that 


brought  him  into  office.     Had  the  president  who  was  j      I  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  more  impartiality,  or 
elected  lived,  had  that  honest  and  good  man,  on  whose  1  greater  freedom  from  party  bias,  than  belongs  toother 


face,  in  that  picture,  we  now  gaze,  been  spared,  I  feel 
perfectly  confident  that  all  the  measures  which  the 
principles  of  the  whigs  authorised  the  country  to  ex- 
pect, including  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  would 
have  been  Qarried. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  a  sound  currency,  such  as 
I  have  described,  is  unattainable  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Tyler.  It  will  be,  if  it  can  only  be 
obtained  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States,  unless  he  changes  his  opinion,  as  he 
has  done  in  regard  to  the  land  bill. 

Unfortunately,  our  chief  magistrate  possesses  more 
powers,  in  some  respects,  than  a  king  or  queen  of 
England.  The  crown  is  never  separated  from  the 
nation,  but  is  obliged  to  conform  to  its  will.  Ifthe 
ministry  holds  opinions  adverse  to  the  nation,  and  is 
thrown  into  the  minority  in  the  house  of  commons, 
the  crown  is  constrained  to  dismiss  the  ministry,  and 
appoint  one  whose  opinions  coincide  with  the  na- 
tion. This  queen  Victoria  has  recently  been  obligfd 
to  do:  and  not  merely  to  change  her  ministry,  but  to 
dismiss  the  official  attendants  upon  her  person.  But 
here,  if  the  president  holds  an  opinion  adverse  to 
that  of  congress  and  the  nation  upon  important  pub- 
lic measures,  there  is  no  remedy  but  upon  the  perio- 
dical return  of  the  rights  of  the  ballot  box. 

Anolherremedy,  powerfully  demanded  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  times,  and  requisite  to  maintaining 
the  currency  in  a  sound  state,  is  a  tariff  which  will 
lessen  imporlations  from  abroad,  and  tend  to  in- 
crease supplies  at  home  from  domestic  industry.  T 
have  so  often  expressed  my  views  on  this  subject, 
and  so  recently  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
that  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  occasion  for  my  en- 
larging upon  it  at  this  time.  I  do  not  think  that  an 
exorbitant  or  very  high  tariff  is  necessary;  but  one 
that  shall  insure  an  adequate  revenue  and  reasonable 
protection;  and  it  so  happens  that  tjie  interests  of  the 
treasury  and  the  wants  of  the  people  now  perfectly 
coincide.  Union  is  our  highest  and  greatest  interest. 
No  one  can  look  beyond  its  dissolution  without  hor- 
ror and  dismay.  Harmony  is  essential  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  union.  It  was  a  leading,  although 
not  the  only  motive,  in  proposing  the  compromising 


en;  but,  unless  I  deceive  myself,  I  think  I  have 
reached  a  time  of  life,  and  am  now  in  a  position  of 
retirement,  from  which  I  can  look  back  with  calm- 
ness, and  speak  I  hope,  w'ith  candor  and  justice.  I 
do  not  intend  to  attempt  a  general  contrast  between 
the  two  parties,  as  to  their  course,  doctrines  and 
spirit.  That  would  be  too  extensive  and  laborious 
an  undertaking  for  this  occasion;  but  I  propose  to 
specify  a  few  recent  instances,  in  which  I  think,  our 
political  opponents  have  exhibited  a  spirit  and  bear- 
ing, disorganizing  and  dangerous  to  the  permanency 
and  stability  of  our  institutions,  and  I  invoke  the  se- 
rious and  sober  attention  to  them,  of  till  who  are 
here  assembled. 

The  first  I  would  notice  is  the  manner  in  which 
territories  have  been  lately  admitted,  as  states  into 
the  union.  The  early  and  regular  practice  of  the 
government  was  for  congress  to  pass  previously  a 
law  authorising  a  convention,  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  members  to  it;  specifying  the  qualification 
of  voters,  &c.  In  that  way  most  of  the  states  were 
received.  Of  late,  without  any  previous  sanction  or 
authority  from  congress,  several  territories  have  pro- 
ceeded of  themselves  to  call  conventions,  form  con- 
stitutions, and  demand  admission  into  the  union;  and 
they  were  admitted.  I  do  not  deny  that  their  popu- 
lation and  condition  entitled  them  to  admission:  but 
I  insist  that  that  it  should  have  been  done  in  the  re- 
gular and  established  mode.  In  the  ease  of  Michi- 
gan, aliens  were  allowed  to  vote,  as  aliens  have  been 
allowed  to  become  pre-emptioners  in  the  public 
lands.  And  a  majority  in  congress  sanctioned  the 
proceeding.  When  foreigners  are  naturalized  and 
incorporated,  as  citizens  in  our  community,  they  are 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  within  the  limits  of  the 
constitution,  which  belong  to  a  native  born  citizen; 
and,  if  necessary,  they  should  be  protected,  at  home 
and  abroad — the  thunder  of  our  artillery  should 
roar  as  loud  and  as  effectually  in  their  defence  as  if 
theirbirth  were  upon  American  soil.  But  I  cannot  but 
think  it  wrong  and  hazardous,  to  allow  aliens,  who 
have  just  landed  upon  our  shores,  who  have  not  yet 
renounced  their  allegiance  to  foreign  potentates,  nor 
sworn  fidelity  to  our  constitution,  with  all  the  in- 
fluences of  monarchy  and   anarchy   about  them,  to 


act,  to  preserve  that  harmony.  The  power  of  pro-  participate  in  our  elections,  and  affert  our  legislation, 
tecting  the  interests  of  our  own  country,  can  never  2.  The  New  Jersey  election  case,  in  v\'hich  the 
be   abandoned   or  surrendered    to   foreign    nations,    great  seal  of  the  state,  and  the  decision  of  the  local 


ithouta  culpable  dereliction  of  duty.  Of  this  truth 
all  parts  of  the  nation  are  every  day  becoming  more 
and  more  sensible.  In  the  mean  time  this  indispen- 
sable power  should  be  exercised  with  a  discretion 
and  moderation,  and  in  a  form,  least  calculated  to 
revive  prejudices,  or  to  check  the  progress  of  re- 
forms now  going  on  in  public  opinion. 

In  connection  with  a  system  of  remedial  measures, 
I  shall  only  allude  to,  without  stopping  to  dwell  on,  the 
distribution  bill,  that  just  and  equitable  settlement  of 
a  great  national  question,  which  sprung  up  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  which  has  seriously  agitated 
the  country,  and  which  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted 
had  hot  been  settled  ten  years  ago,  as  then  proposed. 
Independent  of  all  other  considerations,  the  fluctua- 
tion in  the  receipts  from  sales  of  the  public  lands  is 
so  great  and  constant  that  it  is  a  resource  on  whi^h 
the  general  government  ought  not  to  rely  for  re- 
venue. It  is  far  better  that  the  advice  of  a  demo- 
cratic land  committee  of  the  senate,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  experienced  and  distinguished  Mr, 
King,  of  Alabama,  given  some  years  ago,  should  be 
followed,  that  the  federal  treasury  be  replenished 
with  duties  on  imports,  without  bringing  into  it  any 
part  of  the  land  fund. 

I  have  thus  suggested  measures  of  relief  adapted  to 
the  present  state  of  the  country,  and  I  have  noticed 
some  of  the  differences  which  unfortunately  exist 
between  the  two  leading  parties  into  which  our  peo- 
ple are  unhappily  divided.  In  considering  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  counsels  of  the  one  or  the  other  of 
these  parties  are  wisest,  and  best  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  interest,  the  honor  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation,  which  every  citizen  ought  to  do,  we 
should  discard  all  passion  and  prejudice,  and  exer- 
cise, as  far  as  possible,  a  perfect  impartiality.  And 
we  should  not  confine  our  attention  merely  to  the 
particular  measures  which  those  parties  respectively 
espouse  or  oppose,  but  extend  it  to  their  general 
course  and  conduct,  and  to  the  spirit  and  purposes 
by  which  they  are  animaJed.  Wo  should  anxiously 
inquire,  whither  shall  wc  bo  led  by  following  in  the 
lead  of  one  or  the  other  of  those  parties — shall  we  be 
carried  to  the  achievement  of  the  glorious  destiny, 
which  patriots  here,  and  the  liberal  portion  of  man- 
kind every  where,  have  fondly  hoped  awaits  us?  or 
shall  we  ingloriously  terminate  our  career,  by  adding 
another  melancholy  example  of  the  instability  of 
human  affairs,  and  the  folly  with  which  islf-govern- 
ment  is  administered? 


authorities  were  put  aside  by  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  a  majority  thus  secured  to  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

3.  Nullification,  which  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  an  assumption  by  one  state  to  abrogate  within  its 
limits,  a  law  passed  by  the  26  states  in  congress  as- 
sembled. 

.4.  A  late  revolutionary  attempt  in  Maryland  to 
subvert  the  existing  government,  and  set  up  a  new 
one,  without  any  authority  of  law, 

5.  The  refusal  of  a  minority  in  the  legislature  of 
Tennessee,  to  co-operate  with  the  majority,  (their 
constitution  requiring  the  presence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members),  to  execute  a  positive  injuhction  of 
the  United  States  to  appoint  two  United  States  se- 
nators. In  principle,  that  refusal  was  equivalent  to 
announcing  the  willingness  of  that  minority  to  dis- 
solve the  union.  For  if  thirteen  or  fourteen  of  the 
twenty-six  slates  were  to  refuse  altogether  to  elect 
senators,  a  dissolution  of  the  union  would  be  the  con- 
sequence. That  majority,  for  weeks  together,  and 
time  after  time,  deliberately  refused  to  enter  upon 
the  election.  And,  if  the  union  is  not  in  fact  dis- 
solved, it  is  not  because  the  principle  involved  would 
not  yield  to  a  dissolution,  but  because  twelve  or 
thirteen  other  states  have  not  like  themselves  refused 
to  perform  a  high  constitutional  duty.  And  why  did 
they  refuse?  Simply  because  they  apprehended  the 
election  to  the  senate  of  political  opponents.  The 
seals  of  the  two  Tennessee  senators  in  the  United 
States  senate,  are  now  vacant,  and  Tennessee  has  no 
voice  in  that  branch  of  congress,  in  the  general  legis- 
lation. One  of  the  highest  compliments  which  I  ever 
received,  was  to  have  been  appointed,  at  a  popular 
meeting  in  Tennessee,  one  of  her  senators,  in  con- 
junction with  a  distinguished  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  with  all  the  authority  that  such  an  appoint- 
ment could  bestow.  I  repeat  here  an  expression  of 
my  acknowledgements  for  the  honor,  which  1  most 
ambitmislij  resigned,  when  I  gave  up  my  dictatorship, 
and   my  seat  as  a   Kentucky   senator.     [A  general 

laugh.]  ,       ,    ,       • 

6.  Then  there  is  repudiation,  that  foul  stain  upon 
the  American  character,  castehieHy  by  the  democrats 
of  Mississippi,  and  which  it  will  require  years  to 
efface  from  our  bright  escutcheon. 

7.  The  support  given  to  executi-ve  usurpations, 
and  the  expunging  the  records  of  the  senate  of  tho 
United  Stales  ,     .  , 

8.  The  recent  Hfuitl  of  state  legislatures  to  p»»s 
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laws  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  distribution,  an 
act  of  congress  passed  according  to  all  the  forms  of 
the  constitution,  after  ample  discussion  and  delibe- 
rate consideration,  and  after  the  lapse  of  ten  years 
froni  the  period  it  was  first  proposed.  It  is  the  duty 
of  all  to  submit  to  the  laws  regularly  passed.  They 
may  attempt  to  get  them  repealed;  they  have  a  right 
to  test  their  validity  before  the  judiciiry;  but  whilst 
the  laws  remain  in  force  unrepealed,  and  without 
any  decision  against  their  constitutional  validity, 
submission  to  them  is  not  merely  a  constitutional 
and  legal  but  a  moral  duty.  In  this  case  it  is  true, 
that  those  who  refuse  to  abide  by  them,  only  bite 
their  own  noses.  But  it  is  the  pi-incipU  of  the  refusal 
to  which  I  call  your  attention.  If  a  minority  may 
refuse  compliance  with  one  law,  what  is  to  prevent 
minorities  from  disregarding  all  law?  Is  this  any 
thing  but  a  modification  of  nullification.'  What  right 
have  the  servants  of  the  people,  (the  legislative  bo- 
dies), to  withhold  from  their  masters,  their  assigned 
quotas  of  a  great  public  fund? 

9.  The  last,  though  not  least,  instance  of  the  ma- 
nifestation of  a  spirit  of  disorganization  which  I  shall 
notice,  is  the  recent  convulsion  in  Rhode  Island. — 
That  little  but  gallant  and  patriotic  state  liad  a  char- 
ter derived  from  a  British  king,  in  operation  be- 
tween one  and  two  hundred  years.  There  had  been 
engrafted  upon  it  laws  and  usages,  from  time  to 
time,  and  altogether  a  practical  constitution  sprung 
up,  which  carried  the  slate  as  one  of  the  glorious 
thirteen,  through  the  revolution  and  brought  her 
safely  into  the  union.  Under  it,  her  Greens  and 
Perrys  and  other  distinguished  men  were  born 
and  rose  to  eminence.  The  legislature  had  called  a 
convention  to  remedy  whatever  defects  it  had,  and  to 
adapt  it  to  the  progressive  improvement  of  the  age. 
In  that  work  of  reform  the  Dorr  party  might  have 
co-operated;  but,  not  choosing  so  to  co-operate,  and 
in  wanton  defiance  of  all  established  authority,  they 
undertook  subsequently  to  call  another  convention. 
Xhe  result  was  two  constitutions,  not  essentially  dif- 
fering on  the  principal  point  of  controversy,  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

Upon  submitting  to  the  people  that  which  was 
formed  by  the  regular  convention,  a  small  majority 
voted  against  it,  produced  by  a  union  in  casting 
votes,  between  the  Dorr  party,  and  some  of  the 
friends  of  the  old  charier,  who  were  opposed  to  any 
change.  The  other  constitution,  being  also  submit- 
ted to  the  people,  an  apparent  majority  voted  for  it, 
made  up  of  every  description  of  votes,  legal  and  il- 
legal, by  proxy  and  otherwise,  taken  in  the  most  ir- 
regular and  unauthorised  manner. 

The  Dorr  party  proceeded  to  put  their  constitution 
in  operation,  by  electing  him  as  the  governor  of  the 
state,  members  to  the  mock  legislature  and  other 
officers.  But  they  did  not  stop  here;  they  proceeded 
to  collect,  to  drill,  and  to  marshal  a  military  force 
and  pointed  their  cannon  against  the  arsenal  of  the 
state. 

The  president  was  called  upon  to  interpose  the 
power  of  the  union  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
state,  in  conformity  with  an  express  provision  of  the 
federal  constitution.  And  I  have  as  much  pleasure 
in  expressing  my  opinion  that  he  faithfully  performed 
his  duty,  in  responding  to  that  call,  as  it  gave  me 
pam  to  be  obliged  to  animadvert  on  other  parts  of  his 
conduct. 

The  leadinj  presses  of  the  democratic  party  at 
Washington,  Albany,  New  York  and  Richmond,  and 
elsewhere,  came  out  in  support  of  the  Dorr  party, 
encouraging  them  in  their  work  of  rebellion  and 
treason.  And  when  matters  had  got  to  a  crisis,  and 
the  two  parties  were  preparing  for  a  civil  war,  and 
every  hour  it  was  expected  to  blaze  out,  a  great 
Tammany  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
headed  by  the  leading  men  of  the  party,  the  Cambre- 
lengs,  the  Vanderpools,  the  Aliens,  &.c.  with  a  per- 
fect knowledge  that  the  military  power  of  the  union 
was  to  be  employed,  if  necessary,  to  suppress  the  in- 
surrection, and,  notwithstanding,  they  passed  resolu- 
tions tending  to  awe  the  president,  and  to  countenance 
and  cheer  the  treason. 

Fortunately,  numbers  of  the  Dorr  party  abandoned 
their  chief;  he  fled,  and  Rhode  Island,  unaided  by 
any  actual  force  of  the  federal  authority,  proved  her- 
self able  alone  to  maintain  law,  order  and  govern- 
ment within  her  borders. 

I  do  not  attribute  to  my  fellow  citizens  here  as- 
sembled, from  whom  I  differ  in  opinion,  any  disposi- 
tion to  countenance  the  revolutionary  proceedings  in 
Rhode  Island.  I  do  not  believe  that  they  approve  it. 
1  do  not  believe  that  their  party  generally  could  ap- 
prove it,  nor  some  of  the  other  examples  of  a  spirit 
of  disorganization  which  I  have  enumerated;  but  the 
misfortune  is,  in  time  of  high  party  excitement,  that 
the  leaders  commit  themselves,  and  finally  commit 
the  body  of  their  party,  who  perceive  that  unless 
they  stand  by  and  sustain  their  leaders,  a  division 
»nd  perhaps  destruction  of  the  party  would  be  the 


consequence.  Of  all  the  springs  of  human  action, 
party  ties  are  perhaps  the  most  powerful.  Interest 
has  been  supposed  to  be  more  so;  but  party  ties  are 
more  influential,  unless  they  are  regarded  as  a  modi- 
fication of  imaginary  interest.  Under  their  sway,  we 
have  seen  not  only  individuals  but  whole  communi- 
ties abandon  their  long  cherished  interests  and  prin- 
ciples, and  turn  round  and  oppose  them  with  violence. 

Did  not  the  rebellion  in  Rhode  Island  find  for  its 
support  a  precedent  established  by  the  majority  in 
congress,  in. the  irregular  admission  of  territories,  as 
states.  Into  the  union,  to  which  I  have  heretofore  al- 
luded? Is  there  not  reason  to  fear  that  the  example 
which  congress  had  previously  presented  encouraged 
the  Rhode  Island  rebellion? 

It  has  been  attempted  to  defend  that  rebellion  upon 
the  doctrines  of  the  American  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence; but  no  countenance  to  it  can  be  fairly  de- 
rived from  them.  That  neclaration  asserts,  it  is 
true,  that  whenever  a  government  becomes  destruc- 
tive of  the  er.ds  of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness, for  the  security  of  which  it  was  instituted,  it 
is  the  right  of  the  peojile  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  in- 
stitute new  government;  and  so  undoubtedly  it  is. 
But  this  is  a  right  only  to  be  exercised  in  grave  and 
extreme  cases.  ''Prudence  indeed  will  dictate." 
says  that  venerated  instrument,  "that  governments 
long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
transient  causes."  "But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses 
and  usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the  same  object, 
evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  des- 
potism, it  is  their  right,  their  duty,  to  throw  off  such 
government." 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  actual  government  of 
Rhode  Island  is  destructive  of  life,  liberty,  or  the 
pursuit  of  happiness?  That  it  has  perpetrated  a  long 
train  of  abuses  and  usurpations,  pursuing  the  same 
invariable  object,  to  reduce  the  people  under  absolute 
despotism?  Or  that  any  other  cause  of  complaint  ex- 
isted but  such  as  might  be  peacefully  remedied,  with- 
out violence  and  without  blood?  Such,  as  in  point  of 
fact,  the  legitimate  government  had  regularly  sum- 
moned a  convention  to  redress,  but  for  the  results  of 
whose  deliberations  the  restless  spirit  of  disorder  and 
rebellion  had  not  patience  to  wait?  Why,  fellow  citi- 
zens, little  Rhody  (God  bless  and  preserve  her,)  is 
one  of  the  most  prosperous,  enterprising  and  enlight- 
ed  states  in  this  whole  union.  Nowhere  are  life,  liber- 
ty, and  property  more  perfectly  secure. 

How  is  this  right  of  the  people  to  abolish  an  exist- 
ing governmimt,  and  to  set  up  a  new  one  to  be  prac- 
tically exercised?  Our  revolutionary  ancestors  did 
not  tell  us  by  words,  but  they  proclaimed  it  by  gal- 
lant and  noble  deeds.  Who  are  the  people  that  are  to 
tear  up  the  whole  fabric  of  human  society,  whenever 
and  as  often  as  caprice  or  passion  may  prompt  them? 
When  all  the  arrangements  and  ordinances  of  exist- 
ing and  organized  society  are  prostrated  and  subvert- 
ed, as  must  be  supposed  in  such  a  lawless  and  irregu- 
lar movement  as  that  in  Rhode  Island,  the  establish- 
ed privileges  and  distinctions  between  the  sexes,  be- 
tween the  colors,  between  the  ages,  between  natives 
and  foreigners,  between  the  sane  and  the  insane,  and 
between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  convict,  all  the 
offspring  of  positive  institutions,  are  cast  dowrf  and 
abolished,  and  society  is  thrown  into  one  heterogenous 
and  unregulated  mass.  And  is  it  contended  that  the 
major  part  of  this  Babel  congregation  is  invested 
with  the  right  to  build  up,  at  its  pleasure,  a  new  go- 
vernment' That  as  often,  and  vi'henever  society  can 
be  drummed  up  and  thrown  into  such  a  shapeless 
mass,  the  major  part  of  it  may  establish  another,  and 
another  ncvv  government  in  endless  succession?  Why 
this  would  overturn  all  social  organization,  make  re- 
volutions— the  extreme  and  last  resort  of  an  oppress- 
ed people — the  commonest  occurrences  of  human  life, 
and  the  standing  order  of  the  day.  How  such  a  prin- 
ciple would  operate  in  a  certain  section  of  this  union, 
with  a  peculiar  population,  you  will  readily  conceive. 
No  community  could  endure  such  an  intolerable  state 
of  things  any  where,  and  all  would,  sooner  or  later, 
take  refuge,  from  such  ceaseless  agitation,  in  the  caln\ 
repose  of  aljsolute  despotism. 

I  know  of  no  mode  by  which  an  existing  govern- 
ment can  be  overthrown  and  put  aside,  and  a  new 
one  erected  in  its  place  but  by  the  consent  or  autho- 
rity of  that  government,  express  or  implied,  or  by 
forcible  resistance,  that  is  revolution. 

Fellow  citizens:  I  have  enumerated  these  exam- 
ples of  a  dangerous  spirit  of  disorganization,  and  dis- 
regard of  law,  with  no  purpose  of  giving  offence,  or 
exciting  bitter  and  unkind  feelings,  here  or  elsewhere; 
but  to  illustrate  the  principles,  character  and  tenden- 
cy of  the  two  great  parties  into  which  this  country  is 
divided.  In  all  of  these  examples,  the  democratic 
party,  as  it  calls  itself,  (a  denomination  to  which  I 
respectfully  think  it  has  not  the  least  just  pretension,) 
or  large  portions  of  that  party,  extendiug  to  whole 
utates,  united  with  apparent  cordiality.  To  all  of 
them  the  whig  party  was  constantly  and  firmly  op- 


posed. And  now  let  me  ask  you,  in  all  candor  and 
sincerity,  to  say  truly  and  impartially  to  which  of 
these  two  parties  can  the  interests,  the  happiness, 
and  the  destinies  of  this  great  people  be  most  safely 
confided?  I  appeal  especially,  and  with  perfect  con- 
fidence, to  the  candor  of  the  real,  the  ancient  and 
long-tried  democracy — that  old  republican  party  with 
whom  I  stood,  side  by  side,  during  some  of  the  dark- 
est days  of  the  republic,  in  seasons  of  both  war  and 
peace. 

Fellow  citizens  of  all  parties!  The  present  situa- 
tion of  our  country  is  one  of  unexampled  distress  and 
difficulty;  but  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  despon- 
dency. A  kind  and  bountiful  Providence  has  never 
deserted  us— punished  us  he,  perhaps,  has,  for  our 
neglect  of  his  blessings  and  our  misdeeds.  We  have 
a  varied  and  fertile  soil,  a  genial  climate  and  free  in- 
stitutions. Our  whole  land  is  covered,  in  profusion, 
with  the  means  of  subsistence  and  the  comforts  of 
life.  Our  gallant  ship,  it  is  unfortunately  true,  lies 
helpless,  tossed  on  a  tempestuous  sea,  amidst  the  con- 
flicting billows  of  contending  parties,  without  a  rud- 
der and  without  a  faithful  pilot.  But  that  ship  is  our 
country,  embodying  all  our  past  glory,  all  our  future 
hopes.  Its  crew  is  our  whole  people,  by  wliatever 
political  denomination  they  are  known.  If  she  goes 
down,  we  all  go-down  together.  Let  us  remember 
the  dying  words  of  the  gallant  and  lamented  Law- 
rence. Don't  give  up  the  ship.  The  glorious  ban- 
ner of  our  country,  v/ith  its  unstained  stars  and 
stripes,  still  proudly  floats  at  iU  masthead.  With 
stout  hearts  and  strong  arms  we  can  surmount  all  our 
dilEcullies.  Let  us  all— all— rally  around  that  ban- 
ner and  firmly  resolve  to  perpetuate  our  liberties  and 
regain  our  lost  prosperity. 

VVhigs!  Arouse  from  the  ignoble  supinencss  which 
encompasses  you — awake  from  the  lethargy  in  which 
you  lie  bound — cast  from  you  that  unworthy  apathy 
which  seems  to  make  you  indifferent  to  the  fate  of 
your  country— Arouse,  awake,  shake  off  the  dew- 
drops  that  glitter  on  your  garments,  and  once  more 
march  to  battle  and  to  victory.  Ifou  have  been  dis- 
appointed, deceived,  betrayed — shamefully  deceived 
and  betrayed.  But  will  you  therefore  also  prove 
false  and  faithless  to  your  country,  or  obey  the  im- 
pulses of  a  just  and  patriotic  indignatioa?  As  for 
Captain  Tyler,  he  is  a  mere  snap— a  flash  in  the  pan; 
pick  your  whig  flints  and  try  your  rifles  again. 

The  conclusion  cf  the  speech  was  followed  with 
genera'  and  tremendous  cheering;  and  the  largest, 
and  one  of  the  most  respectable  multitudes  ever  as- 
sembled in  Kentucky,  dispersed,  without  a  solitary 
instance  of  disorder  or  indecorum  occurring. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH   CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

June  .SO.  The  Indian  appropriation  bill  received 
from  the  house  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Buchannn  presented  additional  memorials  in  ■ 
favor  of  the  iron  interest. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  asking  the  imposition  of 
a  tax  on  goods  sold  at  auction. 

The  bill  for  compensation  to  Massachusetts  for 
services  of  her  militia  during  the  last  war  coming  up, 
Mr.  King  offered  a  proviso  restricting  the  application 
of  the  money  to  compensation  of  such  troops  as  had 
been  actually  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  It  would,  he  said,  be  remembered  that  the 
governor  of  Massachusetts  had  refused  to  call  out 
the  militia  for  the  public  defence  wrhen  the  president 
had  made  a  requisition  on  him  so  to  do.  If  then, 
these  troops  had  taken  the  field  for  Massachusetts 
only,  it  was  she  who  should  pay  them. 

Mr.  Bates  vindicated  the  claim.  First  of  all,  he 
must  insist,  he  said,  that  this  was  a  claim  long  a^-o 
adjudged  by  previous  legislation.  As  far  back  as 
1826,  congress  had  ordered  the  department  ot  war 
to  ascertain  and  report  upon  it.  It  was  then  sub- 
mitted to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  and  the  justice  of 
a  large  part  of  it  acknowledged  by  the  most  scru- 
pulous public  oHlcers.  It  was  true  that,  in  1812, 
when  the  president  made  a  requisition  on  the  militia 
of  Massachusetts,  Governor  Strong  had,  upon  cer- 
tain state  rights  notions,  refused  compliance.  It 
should,  hov/ever,  be  remembered  that  the  war  in 
question  was  the  first  we  had  seen  under  the  consti- 
tution; and  doubts  as  to  the  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment, in  things  relating  to  the  war  power,  might  very 
naturally  and  very  excusably  have  then  arisen,  espe- 
cially under  those  party  influences  which  then  pre- 
vailed. A  fresh  act  of  congress  in  1830  directed  the 
secretary  at  war  to  settle  these  claims  in  favor  of  all 
such  troops  as  had  been  called  to  the  field  to  repel 
invasion,  whether  actual  or  threatened.  The  secre- 
tary, on  looking  into  the  facts,  decided  that  the  case 
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of  these  troops  met  the  conditions  in  the  act.  He 
might  well  so  decide.  The  coast  of  Massachusetts 
was  then  blockaded,  through  its  entire  extent,  by  a 
British  squadron  of  6  ships  of  the  line,  8  frigates,  and 
many  smaller  vessels.  In  the  fortifications  on  the 
coast,  there  were  few  or  no  troops,  and  the  entire 
seaboard  might  be  said  to  be  open  to  the  enemy. 
Descents,  indeed,  were  soon  made  at  may  points. 
To  ward  otf  the  danger,  the  state  brought  into  the 
field,  at  the  national  expense,  not  her  whole  militia, 
nor  even  as  many  as  were  needed  for  the  conjunc- 
ture, but  a  body  of  J,700 — as  many  from  the  far  in- 
terior as  were  required  in  addition  to  those  of  the 
coast.  The  latter  were  organized,  tramed,  and  kept, 
to  the  number  of  18,000,  ready  for  the  field  at  an  in- 
stant's notice;  but  they  were  not  formally  made  to 
tfike  the  field,  although  really  serving  every  purpose 
of  defence — every  purpose  but  that  of  a  demand  on 
the  treasury. 

What  was  the  fact  elsewhere?  Virginia,  under 
like  circumstances,  had  17,000  men  under  arms;  for 
nearly  all  of  whom  she  has  been  compensated. 

It  was  on  these  facts,  and  with  this  authority  from 
congress,  that  the  secretary  decided  on  these  claims; 
deciding,  there  can  be  no  question,  right. 

Further  resolutions  were  passed,  in  1839  and  1836, 
instructing  the  secretary  to  proceed  in  examining 
those  claims  and  settling  them,  in  conformity  with 
the  act  of  1830.  In  the  resolution  of  the  last  named 
year,  the  secretary  was  directed  to  proceed  by  proof 
less  formal  and  to  admit  those  claims  of  which  the 
evidence  satisfied  him.  Under  these  fresh  instruc- 
tions, the  matter  was  once  more  set  about,  in  .luly, 
1837.  Notice  was  given  to  the  special  agent  of  the 
state.  By  him,  much  fresh  evidence  was  introduced. 
Of  the  claims  actually  liquidated  by  the  state,  the 
large  amount  of  ^139,000  was  rejected.  The  re- 
mainder, the  $242,000  now  in  question,  was  admit- 
ted. 

Such,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  have  been  the  decisions  of 
your  own  legislation,  your  own  commissioners,  your 
own  appointed  agents  and  judge.  All  other  claims 
of  all  other  states  have  been  settled.  As  to  Massa- 
chusetts, she  asks  nothing  but  justice;  and  that  jus- 
tice I  am  sure  she  will  receive  at  the  hands  of  the 
senate. 

Mr.  ,iUen  asked  whether  the  militia  for  whom 
compensation  was  now  asked  were  under  the  orders 
or  officers  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Bates  replied  that  certain  portions  were;  and 
that  the  rest  had  been  directed  to  come  strictly  with- 
in the  constitutional  proTision,  which  requires  that 
when  the  militia  are  called  out  to  repel  invasion, 
actual  or  probable,  they  are  to  be  held  as  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Choate  insisted  that  the  senator  from  Ohio  was 
asking  to  set  aside  a  decision  already  made.  The 
objections  now  urged  had  long  ago  been  offered  and 
overthrown.  It  was  true  that  the  conduct  of  the 
"■overnor,  in  the  outset,  had  created  a  repugnance  to 
even  the  just  claims  afterwards  arising.  But  the  law 
of  1830  had  settled  all  this,  and  established  the  rights 
of  Massachusetts.  It  was  clear  that  the  general  go 
vernment  had  been  unable  to  acquit  itself  of  its  duty 
ofdefending  Massachusetts,  and  that  when,  therefore, 
her  troops  turned  out  to  fight,  they  were  to  be  paid 
for  doing  what  the  United  States  were  bound  to  do. 

Mr.  Seuifr  said  he  was  ready  to  vote  every  dollar 
due  to  any  man  who  had  fought  for  his  country;  but 
he  could  not  consider  Gov.  Strong,  or  the  men  of  the 
Hartford  convention,  as  having  acted  a  loyal  pari. 
It  was  too  like  having  the  heirs  of  Benedict  Arnold 
come  here  with  a  claim  for  their  father's  revolutiona- 
ry services.  If  the  claim  was  of  this  character,  old 
or  new,  law  or  no  law,  he  would  not  give  it  to  them. 
He  did  not  think  the  allowance  ivas  made  in  due  con- 
formity with  the  law  of  1830. 

Mr.  Tapfun  spoke  with  considerable  asperity  of 
Gov.  Strong,  and  contented  himself  with  asserting 
that  Massachusetts  had  through  the  war  driven  so 
profitable  a  commerce  with  the  enemy,  that  she 
ought  to  be  content  with  a  moderate  compensation 
to  ner  patriotic  mililia. 

Mr.  Etans  assured  the  Ohio  senator  that  he  mis- 
conceived the  claim  and  its  ground.^.  The  refusal 
was  in  1812,  on  an  act  of  congress  calling  out  the 
militia  of  all  the  states.  The  governor  refused  to 
order  out  the  militia  of  Massachusetts:  there  was  no 
invasion:  and  it  was  therefore  unnecessary.  Thus 
far  the  governor  was  right  and  the  president  wrong. 
But  in  1814  invasion  was  really  at  hand,  and  Massa- 
chusetts was  not  only  left  to  defend  herself,  but  with 
means  diminished  by  the  number  of  men  drawn  from 
her  population  by  enlistment  and  sent  beyond  her 
borders.  "^\'hat  had  these  different  and  latter  trans- 
actions to  do  with  Gov.  Strong  or  his  conduct  of 
1812?  Mr.  E.  here  referred  to  the  parallel  cases  ol 
Maine,  the  Florida  war,  and  various  others,  to  show 
that  the  claim  of  pay  was  not  diminished  by  the  fact 
that  an  invasion  had  rendered  it  necessary  that  troops 


should  take  the  field  without  waiting  for  orders  from 
the  general  government.  As  to  their  being  placed 
under  the  orders  of  United  States  olBcers,  they  were 
not,  for  the  simple  reason  that  none  had  been  sent, 
and  that  there  were  none  to  send. 

The  question  pending  was  to  strike  -out  the  fifth 
section;  it  was  negatived.  Several  amendments  re- 
lative to  rations,  were  adopted  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  further  remedial  justice  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  (in  reference  to  the  Mc- 
Leod  case),  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition  to 
it,  and  considered  it  as  calculated  to  bring  the  na- 
tional government  into  collisions  with  the  states. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  1.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg  and  its 
vicinity  held  on  the  22d  June  in  favor  of  a  protective 
tariff. 

The  call  for  the  meeting  had  1,400  hundred  signa- 
tures v/ithout  distinction  of  party.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
a  more  propitious  moment  for  adjusting  the  tariff 
question  upon  a  permanent  and  satisfactory  basis 
never  existed.  And  if  defeated,  it  would  be  from  its 
being  unnaturally  connected  with  the  distribution 
scheme.  He  was  in  favor  of  discrimination  for 
those  articles  that  would  render  us  independent  of 
foreign  nations  in  time  of  war.  He  concurred  with 
general  Jackson's  message  of  January  16,  1833,  in 
relation  to  the  South  Carolina  controversy,  that  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  provide  that  "the  same  rate 
of  duty  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  protected  articles 
that  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  unprotected."  No 
nation  had  ever  adopted  a  uniform  horizontal  scale 
of  duties  on  all  articles.  He  would  not  consent  to 
raise  one  cent  of  revenue  more  than  for  an  economi- 
cal expenditure  of  the  government.  He  would  dis- 
criminate in  favor  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  and  it  might  possibly  be  necessary  under 
extraordinary  circumstances  to  counteract  thereby 
the  legislation  of  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Woodiunj  said  that,  agreeably  to  notice  given 
yesterday,  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  two  bills, 
viz: 

A  bill  to  extend  for  a  time  the  laws  for  levjing 
and  collecting  duties  on  imports,  and  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide a  system  of  home  valuation  on  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Huntington  desired  before  the  question  was 
taken  to  have  the  bills  read,  and  if  they  are  what  he 
expected,  he  desired  to  make  a  remark  or  two. 

The  bills  were  then  read  the  first  time. 

The  first  provides  that  all  laws  in  force  on  the  3d 
June,  1842,  fixing  a  rate  of  duties  and  prescribing 
the  mode  of  appraisement,  &c.  shall  continue  the 
same  as  they  existed  on  that  day  until  otherwise 
provided  by  law,  except  that  until  such  arrange- 
ment, the  amount  shall  in  no  case,  after  the  3d  June, 
be  higher  than  what  is  equivalent  to  20  per  cent,  on 
the  value  of  the  articles  imported. 

The  other  in  relation  to  home  valuation  reads 
thus: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  hoxise  of  represe7ilatives 
of  the  United  States  of  ^imerica  in  cotigress  assembted^ 
That  hereafter  the  valuation  of  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  shall  be  ascertained  and  regulated 
at  the  port  where  the  same  shall  be  entered  as  fol- 
lows: 

1st.  The  value  allowed  at  the  place  of  exportation 
shall  be  fixed  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  "an  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  passed  July  14,  1832;  and  with  a  view  to 
cover  charges,  freight,  and  all  matters  usually  in- 
creasing the  value  here  over  that  abroad,  there  shall 
be  added  20  per  cent,  in  cases  of  imports  from  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  15  per  cent,  in  all 
cases  of  imports  from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  And  the  valuation  so  obtained  and  made  shall 
be  considered  (he  home  valuation  of  imports  on  the 
value  thereof  at  the  port  where  entered  for  all  pur- 
poses of  assessing  duties  thereon. 

Mr.  Huntington  regarded  the  purpose  which  the 
gentleman  had  in  view  as  such  as  he  was  bound  to 
concur  in,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do.  That 
purpose,  he  had  no  doubt,  was  to  give  effect  to  the 
existing  revenue  laws.  An  objection,  however,  of 
of  the  most  insuperable  sort  seemed  to  him  to  pre- 
sent itself  against  such  action  in  this  body.  The 
intended  bill  was  one  to  raise  revenue.  It  was 
not  competent  for  the  senate  to  originate  such  an 
one.  The  constitution  directly  forbade  it.  If  it  was 
contended  that  the  bill  was  meant  only  to  enable 
money,  u  revenue,  to  be  raised  under  laws  already 
in  being,  but  not  capable  of  being  carried  into  cf- 
I'ect,  he  should  answer  that  it  was  still  the  same 
thing  in  substance.  It  is  a  law  to  put  money  into 
the  treasury — a  law  to  collect  a  revenue  which  you 
cannot  now  collect.  What,  (he  asked),  were  the 
precedents-     The  compromise  act  of  1833,  though 


framed  in  this  house,  was  held  beyond  our  compe- 
tency to  originate,  and  therefore  brought  first  into 
the  other.  A  like  course  had  been  observed  as  to 
bills  authorising  the  issue  of  treasury  notes.  They 
were  heild  to  be  revenue  bills,  and  so  committed,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  the  action  of  the  other  house. 
In  like  manner  of  a  proposal  by  one  of  the  Missouri 
senators  to  lay  a  tax  on  bank  paper:  it  was  held  to 
be  beyond  the  senate's  power. 

But  the  ground  already  taken  by  many  members 
of  this  body,  as  to  our  present  situation,  is  that  we 
have  no  longer  any  revenue  law  in  force.  He  him- 
self had  not  been  blind  to  the  approaching  condition 
of  the  country,  and  had  urged  upon  the  senate  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  state  of  things  that  has 
now  actually  happened.  If  this  most  serious  public 
difficulty  has,  after  all,  overtaken  us,  whose  is  the 
fault?  Can  it  be  imputed  to  congress?  Certainly 
not,  with  the  least  regard  to  facts. 

The  president  is,  it  seems,  "advised"  that  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  can  go  forward.  By  whom  is 
he  so  advised?  Surely  not  by  his  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  officer  having  the  especial  charge  and 
responsibility  of  these  matters.  He  has  held  to  us  a 
very  different,  nay,  directly  opposite  language. — 
There  will  and  there  can  be  but  one  judicial  opinion 
on  the  matter,  and  that  will  be,  that  there  is  an  en- 
tire and  an  intended  defect  of  all  law  prescribing 
and  regulating  the  mode  of  laying  this  home  vatua- 
tion,  which  is  an  essential,  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  act,  the  provisions  of  which  can  alone  go  into 
force  at  present. 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  show,  historically,  that  at 
the  passage  of  the  compromise  act  it  was  agreed  on 
all  hands  that  subsequent  legislation  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  a  home 
valuation.  Mr.  Cl.\y  said  that  it  was  embodied  in 
the  act  only  as  a  principle;  its  form  was  to  be  settled 
at  their  leisure.  It  would  be  for  future  legislation  to 
see  what  shape  could  be  given  to  that  principle.  He 
opposed  all  amendments,  urging  that  to  fix  the  de- 
tails was  yet  impracticable.  Mr.  H.  cited  like  de- 
clarations by  the  other  leading  senators  who  took 
part  in  the  matter — Messrs.  Poindexter,  Moore, 
Clayton  and  others.  Mr.  Calhoun  said  distinctly, 
that  he  should  acquiesce  in  the  provision,  as  a  matter 
to  be  settled,  by  after  legislation,  in  a  form  that 
should  harmonize  with  the  spirit  of  the  bill. 

He  proceeded  to  show  the  misconception  into 
which  the  president  had  fallen  as  to  the  powers  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  compromise  act.  This  act 
made  the  valuation  a  thing  "to  be  regulated  by  law," 
at  or  before  1842.  Now,  in  that  of  1832,  the  presi- 
dent and  secretary  of  the  treasury  are  empowered  to 
prepare  rules  for  the  appraisers  under  the  olden 
mode  of  valuation.  But  the  terms  and  the  powers 
are  totally  different;  and  it  is  a  strange  mal-interpre- 
tation  thus  to  substitute  one  of  these  expressions  for 
the  other. 

Finally,  Mr.  H.  showed  that  Mr.  Dickinson  of 
New  Jersey,  had  actually  proposed  to  give  the  pre- 
sident and  secretary  the  very  power  now  claimed,  and 
it  was  resisted  by  various  leading  members,  on  the 
ground  (hat  it  ought  to  be  left  for  future  legislation; 
and  the  motion  was  rejected  without  a  division. 

Mr.  (rooitoit)-!/ considered  this  no  revenue  bill,  but 
one  to  maintain  the  duties,  and  to  preserve  the  old 
regulations.  He  intended  the  law  as  a  declaratory 
one. 

Mr.  Evans  considered  the  bills  such  as  the  senate 
could  not  originate.  If  we  have  revenue  laws,  this 
measure  is  unnecessary;  and  if  we  have  not,  this  house 
is  incompetent  to  originate  them.  Mr.  ff'oodbunj 
considers  them  a  mere  machinery;  but  the  president 
assumes  that  he  needs  no  such  machinery. 

Mr.  .^tlen  treated  this  as  a  whig  catastrophe,  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  whig  incompetency.  His 
friends  had  no  tears  to  shed  over  the  fall  of  the  dis- 
tribution act  or  bank.  The  government  was  certain- 
ly ill  a  deplorable  condition.  Loans  could  no  longer 
be  got;  treasury  notes  were  falling  lower  and  lower; 
there  was  not  merely  an  insufficient  revenue,  biit 
none.  In  short  the  government  was  aground — a  sheer 
hulk.  This  was  the  result  of  fifteen  months  of  whig 
power. 

Mr.  Crittenden  after  touching  upon  (he  anomalous 
condition  of  things,  and  commending  the  spirit  in 
which  the  member  from  New  Hampshire  was  endea- 
voring to  fashion  out  something  that  might  extri- 
cate the  country  from  its  actual  embarrassments, 
said,  that  he  believed  he  hut  expressed  the  feelings 
which  pressed  upon  all  around  liim,  when  he  con- 
fessed that  the  entire  aspect  of  affairs  affected  him 
with  deep  sadness,  lie  had  for  some  time  past  been 
struggling  with  a  deep  and  a  growing  feeling,  that, 
under  the  actual  administration,  this  government 
was  in  a  course  of  dissolution,  and  every  fresh  event 
seemed  but  to  hasten  us  on  to  that  catastrophe. 

Amidst  so  much  private  misfortune,  and  the  gloom 
of  public  affairs  so  disastrous,  surely  the  country,  it 
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sufferings  and  its  danger,  might  claim  the  surrender 
of  every  meaner  feeling,  and  party  might  be  forgot- 
ten. Yet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  ready  to  call 
up  nothing  else  but  the  fruitless  bitterness  of  party 
reproaches.  What  avails,  let  me  ask  him,  this  ex- 
clamatory patriotism  and  statesmanship.^  What,  but 
to  dissipate,  to  divide,  to  fritter  down  every  high  and 
useful  purpose.'  But  is  it  not,  besides,  an  intolerable 
egotism  in  the  gentleman  to  speak  as  if  all  ability,  all 
patriotism,  all  power,  and  all  will  to  serve  and  to 
guide  the  country,  were  his  only  and  his  friends?  Had 
the  gentleman  such  a  divinity  of  genius  that,  from 
his  celestial  heigljt,  he  looks  down  with  pity  and  con- 
tempt upon  the  puny  struggles  of  all  such  mere  mor- 
tals as  his  adversaries.''  Is  this  the  patriotic  spirit  in 
■which  he  looks  upon  public  events,  .so  unhappy  and 
so  alarming.'  If  there  be  no  capacity  but  on  his  side, 
why  has  it  not  been  exerted.'  Surely  to  such  an  as- 
cendency of  talent  some  responsibility  must  attach. 

But  why  look  so  far — why  look  to  those  more  lielp- 
less  than  he,  when  the  cause  and  the  fault  are  direct- 
ly and  visibly  before  him.'  What  need  he  to  look  be- 
yond the  veto  of  two  days  since.'  Why  talk  of  the 
extremities,  when  disease  is  at  the  very  vitals  of 
your  government'  Sir,  it  is  a  political  affection  of 
the  heart.  Your  president  is  the  direct  and  immedi- 
ate cause  of  this  malady  that  rankles  in  the  very  cen- 
tral seat  of  the  system.  Your  president  is  the  mala- 
dy himself  Yet  gentlemen  ask  why  we  did  not  le- 
gislate.' We  did.  Not  as  befitted  an  independent  le- 
gislature, consulting  only  their  own  prudence  and 
sense  of  public  dutyj  but  in  a  bill  abated  of  our  opi- 
nions, unnerved  of  our  own  purposes,  to  avert  the 
presidential  displeasure.  Congress  was  reduced  to 
collect  from  the  voice  of  rumor  the  motives  and  the 
causes  that  were  to  shape  its  performance  of  its  high 
functions.  And  yet,  after  all  this  degrading  submis- 
sion, what  have  we?     A  fresh  veto! 

Gentlemen  declaim  about  the  land  bill,  and  find  in 
it  topics  for  patriotic  denunciation.  Yet  is  there  not 
h?re  a  question  of  infinitely  higher  consequence?  a 
question  whether  or  not  this  legislature  is  to  he  a 
mere  shadow  of  imperial  will — a  register  of  imperial 
edicts?  I  appeal  to  honorable  gentlemen  whether  we 
have  not,  under  these  unhappy  circumstances,  a  high- 
er duty  to  perform  than  this  of  party  attack  or  de- 
fence? 1 

Mr.  C.  v/ent  on  to  say  that,  if  there  had  been  here  ' 
a  serious  constitutional  douhl,  or  even  any  grave  j 
question  of  public  expediency,  he  could  have  under-  j 
stood  the  president.  But  this  was  a  matter  of  ordi- 
nary law,  of  an  expediency  the  most  limited  and 
temporary.  It  was  obvious  that  this  great,  this  uiti- 1 
mate  executive  power  was  no  longer  to  be  suspend- 
ed on  high  as  a  rare  and  solemn  resort.  It  was  now  i 
to  be  put  on,  day  by  day,  as  the  little  midshipman! 
■wears  his  first  weapon,  and  plucks  it  out  upon  all  oc- 1 
casions.  We  could,  too,  have  better  endured  our 
own  official  degradation,  if  it  had  been  a  Julius  Caisar , 
or  an  Andrew  Jackson — something  great  and  heroic, 
if  tyrannical,  where  there  was  a  dignity  to  redeem 
the  insolence.  We  might  then  have  found  some 
drop  of  patience.  As  it  is,  we  have  but  to  go  coura- 
geously, though  sadly  forward,  and  do,  to  the  end, 
whatever  lye  at  least  can  do,  to  rescue  the  country 
from  these  strange  disasters. 

Mr.  Sunnwns  then  asked  leave  to  submit  a  report 
from  the  committee  on  manufactures,  and,  leave 
having  been  granted,  Mr.  S.  made  a  long  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill,  the  reading  of  which  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  3,000  extra  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  remedial  justice  in  the 
courts  nf  the  United  States  was  then  taken  up;  when 
Mr.  Smitli,  of  Conn,  addressed  the  senate  at  some 
length  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

The  debate  was  further  continued,  and  amend- 
nents  proposed. 

Mr.  Bei-nen  thought  the  amendments  too  import- 
ant to  be  disposed  of  lightly;  and  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  wa?  postponed  until  Tuesday  next, 
and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  and,  after  sometime  spent  there- 
in, adjourned. 

July  2.  A  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  laid  before  the  senate  by  the  pre- 
sident recommending  a  final  adjustment  of  the  claim 
of  the  marquis  of  iVlaison  Rouge. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  Buchanan  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  asking  the  creation  of  a 
stock  of  200  millions,  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  sound  currency. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a  memorial  from  miners  of 
Wiskonsan  and  Illinois  against  the  sale  of  lead  mines. 

IMr.  Euans  from  the  committee  of  finance  reported 
back  the  bill  from  the  house,  without  amendment 
ibaking  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  a  resolution  that  a  committee 


of-fourbe  appointed  to  contract  with  Professor  Espy 
for  the  ventilation  of  the  senate  chamber. 

Mr.  Baglry  submitted  a  resolution  that  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy  cause  a  scientific  examination  to  be 
made  of  Captain  Easton's  second  invention  to  prevent 
explosion  of  steam  boilers.     The  resolutions  lie  over. 

The  bill  to  refund  the  balance  due  to  Massachusetts 
for  militia  services  during  the  late  war  was  taken  up, 
discussed,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  finally  passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  with  the  private  calen- 
dar. The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  late  general  William  Hull,  met  with  op- 
position from  Messrs.  King,  Tappan  and  Woodbury, 
and  was  supported  by  Mr.   fVoodbridge. 

Mr.  Clayton  remarked  that  the  committee  had  in- 
vestigated it  as  a  legal  question,  and  did  not  believe 
his  arrest  should  bar  his  right  to  a  salary  until  he 
was  dismissed.  Its  farther  consideration  was  then 
postponed.  The  senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next 
the  5th  July. 

July  5.  Various  petitions  and  memorials  were 
presented,  and  several  local  and  private  bills  dispos- 
ed of,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  6.  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  credenti;ils  of 
the  hon.  Wm.  L.  Dayton,  appointed  by  the  governor 
of  New  Jersey  to  supply  the  place  of  the  late  Samuel 
L.  Southard. 

Mr.  Dayton,  after  being  duly  qualified,  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  who  had  been  absent  for  some  days, 
appeared  in  his  seat. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "an  act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States," 
passed  24th  September,  1789. 

The  bill  was  again  debated  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Benien,  Wright,  Huntington,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Con' 
rad,  and  others;  and,  after  some  amendments,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

After  transactton  of  business  chiefly  of  private 
concern,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESE.NTATIVES. 

Thursd.iy,  June  30.  Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means,  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  for  information, 
and,  without  debate  or  division,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quired to  inform  this  house  whether  any  order,  di- 
rection, or  circular,  for  the  collection  of  duties  after 
the  30th  of  June,  1842,  has  been  issued  by  or  under 
the  direction  of  the  treasury  department;  and,  if  so, 
that  he  furnish  this  house  with  a  copy  thereof;  and 
that  he  be  also  required  to  inform  this  house,  if  he 
is  still  of  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  finance  report 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  *'that  it  may 
well  be  questioned  whether  any  ad  valorem  duties 
can  be  collected  after  the  30th  of  June,"  and  if  his 
opinion  has  undergone  a  change,  that  he  will  com- 
municate the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  change. 

Mr.  Welter  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  present  laws  for  laying  and  collecting  duties 
on  imports,  until  the  4th  March  next;  the  same  bill 
otherwise,  as  the  provisional  tariff  bill,  (vetoed  on 
yesterday,)  with  the  exception  of  its  distribution 
proviso,  and  substituting  in  place  of  the  words,  "lavvs 
existing  and  in  force,"  the  words,  "lav/s  existing  and 
in  actual  operation." 

Mr.  Fillmore  objected;  and  Mr.  Barnard  raised  the 
question  Vr'hether  the  bill  was  in  order,  while  there 
was  another  bill,  on  the  same  subject,  pending  before 
the  house. 

Mr.  Welter  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
the  question  being  about  to  be  taken, 

Mr.  Cooper  o(  Pa.,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  (of  Mr. 
W.)  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Everett  hoped  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr.  C.)  would  withdraw  his  motion.  This 
bill  was  the  measure  of  protection  that  this  administra- 
tion wished  to  give. 

Mr.  Cooper  did  not  persist  in  his  motion. 

The  question,  shall  the  rules  be  suspended?  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  96, 
nays  106. 

So  the  bill  was  not  introduced. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  with  a  view  for  remedying  the  pro- 
spective evil  (apprehended  in  consequence  of  the 
veto,)  of  flooding  this  country  with  imported  goods, 
moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  tiie  following  bill. 
An  act  to  remove  certain  doubts  in  the  interpretation 

of  the  existing  laws  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 

imports.' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  from  time  to  time,  until  otherwise  or- 


dered by  congress,  to  establish  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations, not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  president  shall  think  proper,  to  secure 
a  just,  faithful,  and  impartial  appraisal  of  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  value  thereof  at  the  port 
where  the  same  shall  be  entered;  and  such  rules  and 
regulations  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  law  within  the  meaning  of  the 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  commonly  called  the 
compromise  act. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  was  about  to  throw  himself  on  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  to  speak  in  explanation 
thereof,  but  objection  was  made,  and  amid  calls  of 
order,  he  contented  himself  with  demanding  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  i^juestion  was  then  put,  shall  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended? and  by  yeas  91,  nays  112,  it  was  negatived. 
The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
veto  message. 

Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  arose.  He  said  that 
after  this  day,  by  the  provisions  of  the  compromise 
act,  all  duties  on  foreign  goods  were  to  fall  down  to 
20  per  cent.,  and  all  foreign  importations  were  to  be 
valued  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  should  be 
prescribed  by  law.  No  such  rules  and  regulations 
I  had  been  prescribed.  To  prevent  the  difficulties 
i  which  would  result  in  the  absence  of  such  rules,  the 
I  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  reported  a  bill  to 
this  house  simply  continuing  the  present  existing 
lav.'  until  the  1st  August,  and  postponing  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  tariff'  and  distribution,  until  the 
!  1st  August,  in  order  to  allow  of  their  being  more 
I  fully  discussed  and  acted  upon  in  the  interval^  This 
provisional  act  was  therefore  necessary  for  various 
I  purposes  which  he  would  not  now  expatiate  upon. 
'  The  bill  went  to  the  president,  and  he  has  returned 
'  it  wi  th  his  reasons  for  not  signing  it.  It  now  becomes 
jour  duty,  by  the  constitution,  to  examine  those  rea- 
!  SOS,  and  if  they  be  sufficient,  to  yield  to  them  and 
recede;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  be  insulficient, 
then  it  was  our  duty  to  stand  in  the  position  which 
we  have  taken.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  presi- 
dent's reasons,  and  expatiated  on  the  futility  of  the 
charge  that  it  conflicted  ■with  any  compromise.  The 
president  expressed  the  opinion  that,  through  his  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  he  was  authorised  to  carry 
in  effect  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  law  with- 
out farther  legislation  by  congress.  Mr.  B.  read 
from  the  act  to  show  that  duties  were  by  it,  after  the 
30lh  June,  1842,  required  to  be  assessed  "on  the 
value  thereof  at  the  port  where  entered,"  and  "under 
such  regulations  us  may  be  prescribed  by  iniy."  And  yet 
the  message  said  they  were  to  be  collected  under 
such  regulations  as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury.  The  word  "may"  is  here  a 
phrase  equivalent  to  the  word  "shall,"  and  all  such 
contexts  of  the  kind  contemplate  that  the  regulations 
shall  be  fixed  by  law.  One  clause  in  his  message 
said  that  this  bill  directed  distribution  to  be  made  on 
the  1st  August  next.  It  provided  no  such  thing;  it 
merely  postponed  an  act  already  passed,  the  distri- 
bution act,  from  taking  effect  before  that  period,  and 
then  whetlier  it  should  take  place  was  to  be  deter- 
mined by  other  laws.  One  of  the  objections  set  forth 
in  tile  message  was,  that  this  bill  abrogated,  sus- 
pended, or  repealed  existing  laws.  For  what  are 
we  sent  here,  if  not  to  alter  existing  laws?  This  was 
no  just  reason  per  se  for  throwing  away  the  bill.  As 
to  the  distribution  act,  it  was  not  a  party  measure. 
I  At  the  passage  of  the  distribution  act  in  1833,  seven 
Jackson  senators,  and  twenty-five  Jackson  represen- 
tatives voted  for  it.  It  received  more  than  a  two- 
third  vote  in  the  house,  and  the  "old  hero,"  fearing 
that  it  would  become  a  law  in  spite  of  his  veto,  re- 
fused to  return  the  bill  with  his  objections.  From 
that  day  to  this,  distribution  had  been  one  of  the 
great  principles  of  the  whig  party.  He  appealed  to 
his  colleague  if  this  was  not  so?  He  and  they  had 
advocated  it  on  broader  grounds  than  for  mere  reve- 
nue. The  "old  hero"  himself  had  declared  in  a 
message  to  congress,  that  this  fund  ought  not  to  be- 
long to  the  revenues  of  the  government.  The  fund 
belonged  to  the  people  and  not  to  the  government. 
This  had  been  announced,  too,  by  the  very  present 
chief  magistrate,  in  a  report  made  by  him  to  the 
Virginia  legislature,  which  had  done  him  honor. 
Mr.  B.  was  opposed  also  to  giving  up  the  land  pro- 
ceeds to  the  national  revenue,  on  account  of  the 
great  T^dc/tirt/ioii  that  a  reliance  upon,  it  introduce! 
into  the  national  revenue.  Another  objection  was, 
that  by  the  distribution  act  500,000  acres  of  land 
had  been  passed  into  the.  hands  of  seven  of  the  new 
states  of  the  union,  and  a  provision  was  contained  in 
it,  that  where  other  new  stales  came  in,  they  should 
also  receive  this  amount.  These  500,000  acres,  at 
the  government  price,  were  valued  at  $750,000. 
They  were  now  called  on  to  strike  the  old  states  en- 
tirely from  any  of  the  benefits  which  the  new  states 
received  from  the  piiblic  domain.    This  would  b« 
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nnnlhpr  reason  aeainst  his  recedina;  from  the  distri-  amendment,  which    , ^^                  ,             -  .       ,  -          ,     ,     n            .u        i 

r,tionacta"rB.  remarked  upon  tl>e  veto  power,  the  senate.     Both  bills  were  Ihen   sent   to   he  pres.-  advantaceouslj  to  the  north   as  I 

den  ed  that  we  took  it  from  the  Roman  government,  dent,  who  signed  the  tariff  hill,  but  withheld  his  as-  few  words  to  show.       I  is  ohv.oui 

^'" '^    L    wP   rH,Ph  relations  in  Ameriean  insti-  sent  from   the  land   bill,  whereby  it  was  lost.     Who  eessaryto  ra.se  twenty  m.lhons 


as  promptly   concurred  in  by    the  large  list  of  free  articles.     This  also   operated 

-     ■■  '       '-    '-   '-  ^'-" *^    --  ^  will  proceed   in  a 

that  if  it  were  ne- 
by  a   uniform  duty 


His  oolleagruo  had   said  that  the   issue  was  not  be-  '  ken  this  Union  to  its  centre?    Or  who  can  for  a  mo-!  millions   it  will 
.een  this  hfuse  and  the  president,  but  between  this   ment  believe  that  it  entered  .ntote  contemplation  ,  «%  ->    ons  to 


llions,  it  will   require  a   duty  of  40   per   cent,  on 
the  same  amount.     In   other 


portion  of  the  party 

was  in  favor  of  distributii 


Here  Mr.  Pick 


of  South   Carolina,  interrupted 
n  to  state  what  was  'the  limita- 


.,^ _.   The  president,  on  this 

temporary  measure,  seemed  to  have  leaped  before  he  |  Mr.  S.  and  asked 
came  to  the  style.     His  colleague  had  said,  that  the   tion  of  that  land  bill.' 

house  were  making  an  issue  with  the  president!  So  t  Mr.  Stimrt  replied  that  the  bill  provided  for  a  dis- 
far  as  he  (Mr  B  )  was  concerned,  he  had  no  such  tribution  for  five  years;  but  he  submitted  it  to  Mr. 
miserable  views.  Let  them  as  statesmen,  as  repre-  I  Pickeiis  to  say  whether  it  was  not  regarded  as  a  j»er- 
sentatives  of  a  free  people,  as  patriots,  perform  those  I  manmt  system,  of  which  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
thin-s  which  their  best  judgment  and  duty  dictate,  I  Clay  was  but  the  commencement  Was  it  not  dis- 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  result  would  be  such  as  :  cussed  as  a  permanent  system.'  Was  it  not  rested  on 
would  be  satisfactorv  to  their  constituents.  |  reasons  which  applied  to  a  permanent  system? 

Mr  ^  H  H  Stum-t  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  pre- 1  Ami  not  then  sustained  to  the  iullest  extent  in 
sid'ent  has  rested  his  veto  upon  the  grounds  of  espe-  the  construction  which  I  have  given  to  the  compro- 
dicncy  alone,  and  not  upon  any  conscientious  or  con-  mise  act  by  the  whole  context  of  circumstances 
stitulional  scruples.  He  withholds  his  assent  because  !  which    attended  its   inception,  its    progress  through 


of  its  supposed' conflict  with  the  compromise  act  of 
1833.  I  take  issue  with  the  president  in  regard  to 
this  matter  of  fact,  and  maintain  that  there  is  no 
such  conflict.  The  president's  particular  point  of 
objection  to  the  temporary  tariff  bill  is  that  it  con- 
templates a  prospective  distribution  of  the  land  pro- 
ceeds. Now,  conceding  that  the  president  has  put  a 
correct  construction  on  our  bill,  I  aver  that  it  is  no 
violation  of  the  compromise  act  to  withdraw  the 
land  proceeds  from  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  distribute  them  among  the  states.  On 
the  contrary,  I  maintain  that  that  act  distinctly  con- 
templates the  distribution  of  the  land  proceeds,  that 
the  distribution  tons  one  of  the  essential  elements  of  the 
compromise,  and  that  the  failure  to  distribute  the  land 
fund  now  icould  of  itself  be  a  violation  of  the  true  un 


the  two  houses,  and  its  final  consummation 

But  there  are  other  circumstances,  springing  out 
of  tlie  peculiar  condition  of  the  country  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  compromise  bill,  which  tend  to 
throw  much  light  upon  its  true  meaning  and  objects. 
We  must  look  to  the  purposes  which  were  to  be  ac- 
complished, to  the  interests  which  were  to  be  con- 
sulted, to  the  sources  of  the  difficulties  which  were 
to  be  adjusted,  and  to  the  motives  and  reasons  which 
influenced  the  parties  interested,  before  we  can  have 
a  right  apprehension  of  the  true  scope  and  bearing 
of  this  important  act.  I  propose  very  briefly  to  ad- 
vert to  some  of  the 

Mr.  S.  here  referred  to  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try at  that  period;  the  act  of  nullification  of  South 
Carolina,  passage  of  the  force  bill  by  congress,  the 


derstanding  of  those  who  adopted   the  compromise,   array  of  hostile  troops  at  Charleston,  and  congress 


and  a  palpable  fraud  upon  the  rights  of  one  of  the 
parlies  to  it.  The  act  of  1833,  providing  for  duties 
at  20  per  cent,  after  June  30,  1842,  reads  thus,  "and 
such  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  government."  The  language  is 
broad  and  comprehensive;  it  does  not  provide  that 
"such  duties  shall  be  levied  as  may  be  necessary  in 
aid  of  the  la7id  fund,  or  any  other  fund,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  government."  It  provides  that  such  du- 
ties shall  be  levied  as  may  be  necessary.  This  lan- 
guage excludes  the  idea  of  a  land  fund,  of  a  direct 
tax,  or  of  excise.  Il  is  confined  to  duties,  and  the 
amount  of  those  duties  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  wants 
of  the  government  economically  administered.  There 
is  no  other  standard  prescribed  for  estimating  their 
amount,  than  the  wants  of  the  government  economi- 
cally administered.  The  laud  proceeds  constitute 
no  element  in  forming  this  estimate.  Hence,  I  con- 
clude, that  the  sound  construction  of  the  language  of 
the  compromise  act  restricts  the  sources  of  our  re- 
venues to  such  duties  as  are  of  llicmselves  necessary, 
independent  of  direct  taxes,  of  excises,  of  the  land 
fund,  or  any  other  fund,  to  an  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  government. 

Such  is  the  view  I  derive  from  the  language  of  the 
act.  Let  us  si-e  how  far  this  construction  is  sustained 
by  the  history  of  the  action  of  congress  in  regard  to 
these  kindred  subjects  of  distribution  and  imposts. 
The  land  distribution  bill  passed  the  senate  on  the 
25th  January,  1833,  and  was  communicated  to  the 
house  for  its  concurrence.  The  house,  though  there 
was  an  ascertained  majority  of  two  to  one  in  its  fa- 
vor, being  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  all  engrossing 
subject  of  a  taritr  bill,  took  no  immediate  action  on 
the  subject.  On  the  25th  of  February,  1833,  just 
one  month  after  the  passage  of  the  land  bill  through 
the  senate,  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky,  introduced 
the  compromise  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  tarifl"  bill 
then  pending  before  the  fcouse,  and  on  the  2Cth  Feb. 
(see  journal  house  of  reps,  page  428,)  one  month 
and  one  day  after  the  passage  of  the  land  bill  through 
the  senate,  the  house  passed  the  compromise  bill  and 
Bcnt  it  to  the  senate.  The  two  houses,  then,  were 
contemporaneously  engaged  in  the  consideration  of 
the  two  bills— the  house  of  representatives  having 
the  land  bill  before  it,  and  the  senate  the  compromise 
(let.  These  subjects  pcogresied  together;  and,  final- 
ly, on  the  first  day  of  March,  ia33,  the  senate  pass- 


th  but  eight  days  be.fore  the  day  on  which  it 
to  adjourn;  the  general  suspense  and  gloom  that 
hung  the  country,  and  the  happy  introduction  of  the 
compromise  act,  v/hich  averted  from  the  Union  the 
civil  war  which  threatened  to  sunder  it.  To  under- 
stand the  principles  upon  which  the  difficulties  were 
arranged,  it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  the  points 
which  were  the  subjects  of  dispute,  and  to  the  respec- 
tive pretensions  of  the  two  parties.  The  controver- 
sv  was  between  the  north  and  the  eStreme  south. 
The  north  contended  for  protection  to  its  great  inte- 
rests by  a  system  of  impost  duties.  The  south  repu- 
diated the  whole  doctrine  of  protection,  and  insisted 
that  duties  should  be  brought  down  to  the  revenue 
standard.  These  were  the  extreme  positions,  and 
fortunately,  the  compromise  assumed  a  middle 
ground  between  them.  The  south  having  demanded 
an  immediate  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports  to  the 
revenue  standard,  the  north  declined  acceding  to  the 
proposition  to  the  full  extent,  but  agreed  that  a  gra- 
dual reduction  of  {he  duties  should  take  place,  which 
at  the  end  of  nine  years  would  bring  those  duties 
down  to  the  revenue  standard.  The  north  thereby 
gained  for  their  manufacturing  interests  a  tempora- 
ry but  gradually  diminishing  protection,  and  the  south 
gained  an  ultimate  approximation  to  their  doctrines 
of  free  trade.  As  equivalent  for  these  concessions, 
other  stipulations  were  introduced,  which  are  enu- 
merated in  the  third  section  of  the  act  which  I  have 
already  quoted.  These  equivalents  were,  first,  home 
valuation  instead  o(  foreign  valuation.  This  stipu- 
lation was  for  the  benefit  of  the  north,  because  the 
home  value  being  considerably  greater  than  the  fo- 
reign value,  the  duty  was  necessarily  made  higher 
by  adopting  that  standard.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion 1  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  was  estimated  to 
increase  the  duly  about  five  per  cent.;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  give  five  per  cent,  additional  protection  to 
domestic  manufactures. 

The  next  stipulation  was  the  substitution  of  cash 
duties  for  the  crei/ii  system.  This  also  inured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  north,  as  it  tended  to  discourage  the 
system  of  importations  on  foreign  account,  which 
were  often  made,  the  importer  giving  bonds  for  the 
duties,  and  then  selling  the  goods  at  auction,  and 
paying  the  duties  oul  of  the  proceeds.  The  effect  of 
this  practice  was  to  break  down  the  regular  manu- 
facturers and  dealers,  and  place  Ihem  in  the  power 
ated,  1  have 


as  that  expansion  produced  a  corresponding 
contraction  of  the  list  of  dutiable  articles  which 
came  in  .competition  with  their  own  manufactures, 
and  rendered  a  higher  rate  of  duty  on  Ihem  neces- 
sary. 

The  fourth  and  last  stipulation  in  favor  of  the 
north  was  the  provision  that  the  necessary  revenue  of 
the  government  should  be  raised  by  diifies  in  contra- 
distinction to  excises,  direct  taxes,  or  the  land  fund. 
This  topic  I  have  already  discussed,  and  1  will  now 
dismiss  it  with  one  single  additional  view.  It  is  this: 
Will  any  gentleman  rise  in  his  place  here  and  say  it 
would  not  be  a  breach  of  the  compromise  to  raise 
the  revenues  of  the  government  by  direct  taxation,  or 
by  excises  instead  of  by  duties!  Would  it  not  be  di- 
rectly in  the  teeth  of  the  provisions  of  that  act  to  do 
so?  If  I  am  answered  in  the  affirmative,  as  I  must 
be,  1  ask  again  where  is  the  distinction  between  rais- 
ing the  necessary  revenue  by  excises  or  direct  taxes  . 
and  by  the  sales  of  the  public  domain?  If  you  derive 
your  revenue  from  that  source,  do  yon  not  inflict  the 
same  injury  on  the  manufacturer  as  if  you  raised  it 
by  one  of  the  other  enumerated  mddes  of  taxation? 
Do  you  not  just  as  effectually  cheat  him  out  of  the 
protection  which  you  professed  and  promised  to  ex- 
tend to  him?  Sir,  I  appeal  to  the  venerable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  opposite  to  me, (Mr..M(ims), 
to  the  distinguished  member  from  Vermont  near 
him,  (Mr.  Everett),  and  lo  every  member  on  this 
floor  who  was  present  when  the  compromise  was 
passed^  to  say  whether  I  have  not  given  its  history 
truly.  And  does  any  man  believe  for  a  moment  that 
the  northern  men — keen,  shrewd,  and  sagacious,  as 
we  know  them  to  be — clear-headed  and  vigilant  in 
regard  to  all  that  concerns  the  interests  of  their  con- 
stituents, as  they  proverbially  are — would  have  en- 
tered into  such  a  bargain  as  the  president  under- 
stands and  represents  this  compromise  to  be?  Look 
at  the  practical  operation  of  it  and  judge  for  your- 
selves. The  president  understands  the  clause  pro- 
viding that  "such  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revenue  as  may  be  necessary,"  as  meaning 
not  what  the  words  import,  but  "such  duties  in  oirfo/ 
the  land  fund  for  revenue  as  may  be  necessary,"  and, 
by  a  strange  system  of  strict  construction,  interpel- 
lates a  new  member  of  the  sentence,  so  as  to  limit 
its  signification  and  make  it  conforn^  to  his  views. 
Let  us  assume  this,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  to  be 
the  true  construction;  let  us  then  assume  that  for  the 
next  period  of  eight  years  the  land  fund  will  yield  as 
much  as  it  did  during  the  last  eight  years.  This,  I 
presume,  will  not  be  regarded  as  an  extravagant  es- 
timate, considering  the  "increase  of  our  wealth  and 
population.  The  proceeds  of  the  land  fund  for  the 
last  eight  years  are  as  follows: 


1833, 
1834, 
1835, 
1836, 


$4,972,000 
6,099.000 
15,999,000 
25,167,000 


1837, 
1838, 
1839, 
1840, 


^7,000,000 
4,305,000 
6,464,000 
2,252,000 


oil  ui>i  .no.  ,-„j  ...  ...H.-.., , ,  -  -     of  foreigners.     This  provision  was  es 

ed  the  compromise  bill,  and  on   the  same   day  the    understood,  to  be  equivalent  lo  an  additional  duty  of 
bouse  gav«  its  sanction  to  the  land  bill,  with  an  |  three  or  four  percent    The  third  stipulation  was 


Let  us  assume,  further,  that  we  are  now  about  to 
Kay  our  dutie*  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the 
compromise.  We  will  suppose  that,  by  judicious 
economy,  we  have  reduced  our  estimates  of  the  ex- 
penditures to  §25,000,000.  How  are  we  to  proceed? 
Instead  of  laying  duties  to  produce  $25,000,000,  we 
are,  according  the  president's  view,  to  lay  them  so  as 
to  produce  a  sum  which,  when  added  to  the  land 
fund  of  the  present  year,  will  make  §25,000,000.  In 
other  wqrds,  continuing  the  parallel  between  the 
past  eight  years  and  the  next  eight,  we  must  raise  by 
imposts  $19,028,000,  that  sum  being  sufficient,  when 
added  tti  the  $4,972,000,  the  estimate  of  the  land 
fund  for  the  current  year,  to  make  the  $25,000,000. 
We  accordingly  pass  a  tariff  of  duties  to  that  ex- 
tent. What  is  the  result  the  next  year?  The  duties 
being  the  same,  and  the  land  fund  having  increased 
to  $6,099,000,  there  will  bean  excess  in  1844  of  a 
million.  In  1845,  the  land  fund  rising  to  fifteen 
millions,  there  would  he  an  excess  of  more  than  ten 
millions,  and  in  1846,  the  land  fund  having  mounted 
up  to  $25,167,000,  there  would  be  an  excess  of  more 
than  twenty  millions  of  dollars!    But  this  a  vioUtion 
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j  of  the  compromise,  according  to  the  president's  con- 

!  fttruction,  because  you  are  inhibited  by  its  terms, 
from  raising  more  than  a  sum  sufficient  in  aid  of  the 
land  fund,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  government. 

j  These  surpluses  have,  therefore,  been  illegally  levi- 
ed, and,  like  the  fines  imposed  under  the  alien  and 
sedition    lavps,  they  must   be   refunded,  and  you  will 

'  have  all  the  importers  here  before  congress  praying 
that  a  commission  may  be  appointed  to  take  an  ac- 

I  count  of  tlieir  overpayments,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  refunded. 

But  let  us  view  the  subject  in  another  aspect. 
How  is  the  gorernment  to  know  how  much  to  collect 
by  duties.''  How  can  you  estimate  what  the  proceeds 
of  the    lands  will  be.'    In    the  year  183.3  they  were 

■  near  five  millions,  in  1836  they  were  twenty-five 
millions,  and  the  year  1841  they  are  less  than  one 
million.  How  can  you  have  any  thing  like  stability 
in  your  legislation,  or  in  your  revenue.'  Even  if  you 
revise  your  tariff  every  year,  it  will  be  but  guess 
work  at    the  best;  for  the  avails  of  one  year,  as  the 

i  table  I  have  exhibited  shows,  furnish  no  criterion  by 
which  you  can  judge  of  what  they  ivill  be  the  next 
year.  What  protection  can  you  aflbrd  to  your  ma- 
nufacturing interests.'  Under  the  president's  con- 
struction you  can  one  year  raise  twenty  millions  by 
duties,  in  the  next  ten  millions,  and  the  next  not  a 
single  dollar;  for  it  may  happen,  and  probably  will 
happen,  again  as  it  did  in  1836,  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  will  of  themselves  be  sufficient  to 
raise  an  amount  fully  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

In  that  event,  you  must,  according  to  the  presi- 
dent's notion,  suspend  all  your  collections  by  imposts, 

'  or,  if  you  have  made  them,  you  must  refund  to  those 

'  who  paid  them.  How  will  such  a  system  operate  on 
the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests?  Is  that 
the  protection  which  you  promised  them  by  the  com- 
promise.' Is  that  the  faith  which  you  pledged  to 
them.'  And  with  these  obvious  consequences  star- 
ing them  full  in  the  face,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the 
northern  men  were  "soft  enough"  to  enter  into  such 
a  bargain  as  that.'  No,  sir,  no!  I  repeat  that  the 
construction  which  the  president  has  given  to  the 
compromise  is  unsound  and  mischievous,  that  it 
would  make  the  act  illusory  and  deceptive,  and  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  fraud  on  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  the  country!  It  would  be  equally  in- 
jurious  to   the   mercantile  interests.     A  ship  would 

:  go  on  her  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  and  the  chances 
would  be  ten  to  one  that  there  would  be  a  new  tariff 

I  on  her  cargo  before  her  return.  The  import  trade 
would  be  turned  into  a  system  of  gambling  and  spec- 
ulation alike  ruinous  to  the  interests  and  to  the  mo- 

I    rals  of  the  country. 

There  is  another  consideration  connected  with 
this  land  fund  as  a  source  of  permanent  revenue 
■which,  probably,  had  its  weight  with  the  authors  of 
the  compromise.  It  certainly  has  much  force  with 
me.  It  comes  when  you  have  least  need  of  it,  and 
it  disappears  at  the  very  time  it  would  be  most  use- 
ful. In  seasons  of  prosperity,  when  industry  reaps 
its  richest  reward,  when  business  of  every  descrip- 
tion is  flourishing,  when  money  is  abundant,  and  a 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  speculation  pervades  the 
country,  capital  naturally  seeks  investment  in  the 
government  Jands.  The  proceeds  of  their  sale  is 
rapidly  augmented  to  three  or  four  times  its  ordina- 
ry amount.  But  when  the  day  of  adversity  comes, 
when  distress  and  ruin  stalk  abroad  in  the  land,  these 
investments  cease;  capital  finds  a  more  profitable 
employment  in  speculating  in  the  misfortunes  of  the 
deutor  classes  of  the  community,  and  the  land  fund, 
like  a  barometer,  which  indicates  the  redundancy  or 
scarcity  of  money  in  the  country,  sinks  to  the  lowest 
point  of  depression.  The  history  of  our  country  for 
the  last  eight  years  affords  a  striking  illustration  of 
the  truth  of  this  proposition.  Viewing  the  subject 
in  this  light,  even  if  there  were  no  obligations  re- 
sulting from  the  compromise  act  resting  upon  us,  if 
the  question  of  distribution  were  a  new  one,  I  should 
be  clearly  in  favor  of  withdrawing  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  from  the  treasury.  But  when,  in 
acldilion  to  these  considerations  of  expediency,  the 
obligations  of  good  faith  to  the  manufacturers  are 
superadded,  not  a  doubt  can  be  left  on  my  mind  as  to 
tlie  course  which  it  is  my  duty  to  pursue. 

Having  thus  closed  my  review  of  the  president's 
objections  to  the  bill  which  he  has  vetoed  on  ac- 
count of  its  supposed  violation  of  the  compromise 
act,  I  cannot  lorbear  from  making  a  few  remarks  of 
a  more  general  character  in  regard  to  his  message. 
This  is,  I  believe,  the  first  occasion,  Mr.  Speaker, 
upon  which  a  president  of  the  United  States  has  ven- 
tured to  veto  a  bill  on  the  ground  of  inexpediency 
alone.  If  he  had  rested  his  objections  on  any  con- 
stitutional difficulty,  or  if  it  had  been  a  matter  of 
C'jnscitnce  with  him,  there  might  have  been  some  ex- 
cuse for  him.  But  I  mustcoafess  that  I  cati  see  no 
apology  for  his  conduct  on  this  occasion.    Of  all 


subjects  in  the  world,  the  subject  of  taxation  is  the 
last  with  which  the  executive  ought  to  intermeddle. 
It  is  a  subject  which  belongs  peculiarly,  and  almost 
exclusively,  to-the  immediate  representatives  of  the 
people.  It  is  a  delicate  power  to  be  exercised,  and 
is  one  in  regard  to  which  the  people  are  particularly 
sensitive.  In  our  constitution  that  feeling  manifests 
itself  most  prominently.  Such  was  the  jealousy  in 
regard  to  this  power,  on  the  part  of  the  framcrs  of 
our  government,  that  they  would  not  entrust  even 
the  senators,  the  representatives  of  sovereign  states, 
with  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  immediate  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  over  it.  This  jealousy 
arose  from  the  nearer  proximity  of  that  body  to  the 
executive,  from  the  paucity  of  their  numbers,  from 
their  comparatively  independent  tenure  of  office, 
and  from  the  apprehension  that  they  would  be  more 
liable  to  executive  influence. 

The  constitution  has,  therefore,  wisely  ordained 
that  all  bills  for  imposing  taxes  on  the  people  shall 
originate  in  the  house  of  representatives.  This  is  a 
most  important  safe-guard  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people.  We  come  directly  from  the  people; 
tre  are  presumed  to  know  their  interests  and  their 
feelings;  we  reflect  their  will  and  pleasure,  and  we 
are  directly  amenable  to  them,  at  short  intervals,  for 
what  we  do  in  this  hall.  There  is  no  danger,  then, 
of  oppressive  taxation  emanating  from  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature.  But  what  becomes  of 
this  principle  if  you  sanction  the  assumption  that  the 
president  can,  upon  all  occasions,  at  his  mere  will 
and  pleasure,  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  the  most 
delicate  functions  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  dictate  to  them  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
they  shall  tax  their  own  constituents.'  It  is  a  com- 
plete inversion  of  the  principles  of  our  constitution. 
if  it  be  tolerated,  you  had  as  well  surrender  the 
whole  legislative  power  into  the  hands  of  the  presi- 
dent. He  will  possess  it  substantially  through  the 
agency  of  his  power  to  recommend,  and  his  power  to 
forbid.  Why  should  we  retain  the  shadow  when  the 
substance  is  gone?  Give  him  the  power  to  recom- 
mend what  laws  you  shall  pass,  and  the  unqualified 
power  to  forbid  your  passing  any  that  do  not  con- 
form to  his  recommendations,  and  what  more  is  ne- 
cessary to  invest  him  with  absolute  legislative  au- 
thority! Let  me  illustrate  this  proposition  by  a  sin- 
gle example.  The  constitution  authorises  congress 
to  impose  taxes  in  three  different  modes — by  imposts, 
excises,  and  direct  taxes.  Let  us  then  suppose  that 
the  legislature,  knowing  the  abhorrence  which  their 
constituents  entertain  of  the  excise  system  and  di- 
rect taxation,  on  account  of  their  inquisitorial  cha- 
racter, shall  prefer  that  the  taxes  shall  be  levied  in- 
directly by  duties  on  foreign  goods  imported  into  the 
country?  Lut  us,  on  the  other  hand,  suppose  that 
the  president,  entertaining  strong  feelings  of  partia- 
lity for  a  particular  section  of  the  union  in  which  he 
was  born,  or  from  which  he  has  derived,  or  expects 
to  derive,  future  support  in  his  ambitious  aspirations, 
and  thinking  that  the  interests  of  that  section  of  the 
union  would  be  promoted  by  direct  taxation,  instead 
of  imposts,  and  should  therefore  veto  the  bill  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  levying  imposts,  what 
would  be  the  consequence?  You  must  either  adopt 
the  mode  of  taxation  which  he  indirectly  orders  you 
to  adopt,  or  you  must  refuse  to  raise  the  revenue  ne- 
cessary to  carry  on  the  government,  and  suffer  it  to 
tumble  into  twenty-six  independent  sovereignties. 
And  is  this  an  improbable  case?  Suppose  we  were 
to  have  a  president  imbued  with  the  notions  of  free 
trade,  and  the  partiality  for  direct  taxation  which 
has  been  repeatedly  avowed  from  high  quarters  in 
this  house,  I  ask  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
veto  power  might  be  exercised  for  the  very  purpose 
which  I  have  indicated?  Sir,  tliere  are  principles  of 
the  gravest  character  involved  in  this  message  of 
the  president — principles  in  comparison  with  which 
the  bill,  which  had  been  returned  to  us  by  the  presi- 
dent, important  as  that  is,  sinks  into  utter  insignifi- 
cance. 

The  power  and  the  dignity  and  the  most  impor- 
tant functions  of  this  house  are  involved.  The  rights 
and  the  interests  and  the  liberties  of  those  who  sent 
us  here  are  involved.  The  question  now  submitted 
to  us  is,  will  we  maintain  our  position  as  becomes 
the  representatives  of  freemen — or  will  we  kneel  at 
the  footstool  of  the  executive  and  betray  the  trust 
which  has  been  confided  to  us?  Sir,  if  we  yield  we 
had  better  better  disperse  at  once.  If  we  stand  here 
merely  to  register  executive  edicts,  where  is  the  ne- 
cessity of  going  through  the  forms  of  consultation 
and  deliberation?  Why  not  sufler  the  laws' to  be 
promulged  at  once  from  the  executive  mansion  with- 
out the  intervention  of  a  cumbrous  legislative  as- 
sembly? or  why  shall  we  not,  when  we  assemble  here 
in  obedience  to  the  letter  of  the  eonstitutio'n,  at  once 
make  an  address  to  his  majesty  the  president,  and 
beg  that  he  will  condescend  at  his  earliest  conve- 
nience to  inform  us  what  laws  are  in  his  opinion  ne- 


cessary and  proper  to  promote  the  interests  and  hap- 
piness of  the  people,  and  in  what  form  they  will  be 
most  likely  to  receive  his  majesty's  gracious  appro- 
bation? Sir,  is  this  the  spirit  which  animated  our 
Saxon  ancestry  in  the  early  struggle  for  freedom  in 
England?  Is  this  the  feeling  which  burned  in  the  hearts 
of  our  fathers  when  they  proclaimed  amongst  the 
grievous  wrongs  which  had  impelled  them  to  throw 
off  their  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  George  the 
Third  that  he  had  "re'"used  his  assent  to  laws  the 
most  wholesome  and  necessary  for  the  public  good?" 
No,  sir!  Nor  is  it  the  spirit  which  animates  their 
descendants!  Sir,  I  have  seen  enough  of  this  con- 
gress to  know  that  it  will  do  its  duty — I  have  seen 
sufficient  manifestations  in  its  proceedings  of  moral 
courage,  of  firmness  of  purpose,  of  devotion  to  the 
public  weal,  of  lofty  heroism  of  character,  to  know, 
that  come  what  may,  they  at  least  will  be  true  to 
their  country,  and  spare  no  eflbrt  to  preserve  sacred 
and  inviolate  the  rights  and  liberties  of  that  people 
v/hose  constitution  they  are  sworn  to  protect  and  de- 
fend. 

Mr.  Tillinghnst  next  addressed  the  house  and  said 
thattheeffectof  the  bill  which  was  sent  to  the  president 
he  did  not  conceive  was  inconsistent  with  the  com- 
promise act,  because  the  compromise  admitted  a  du- 
ty above  20  per  cent,  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  required  it.  How,  then,  did  the  president 
say  in  his  message  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  that 
act,  and  why  did  he  return  it  on  account  of  this? 
Was  it  because  it  was  not  provided  that  the  land  fund 
should  go  into  the  general  revenue  of  government' 
The  compromise  directed  future  congresses  to  look  to 
duties  for  revenue,  and  not  to  the  lands  for  this  pur- 
pose; and  one  party  had  no  right  to  turn  round  and 
say  that  the  lands  must  be  retained  as  a  source  of 
revenue,  and  to  interpolate  any  terms  or  provisions 
into  the  comprnmise  which  had  not  been  agreed  to 
by  the  other.  The  compromise  provided  for  levying 
such  duties  as  would  raise  the  revenue  necessary  to 
an  economical  administration  of  government,  to  be 
assessed  under  such  regulations  as  prescribed  by 
law,  and  those  duties  might  be  above  twenty  per 
cent,  and  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
that  act. 

He  should  not  regard  with  any  thing  like  hostility 
any  of  the  acts  emanating  from  the  executive.  Far 
from  it. 

It  had  been  asked,  why  connect  the  land  proviso 
with  the  tariff  bill?  It  was  supposed  that  something 
insidious  was  contained  in  that  proviso.  The  union 
of  these  two  subjects  in  the  proviso  of  the  land  bill 
itself  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary,  and  without 
any  cause  for  an  ascription  of  an  insidious  intention, 
that  these  two  subjects  should  be  united  in  this  bill 
and  be  contemporaneous  in  the  action  of  congress. 
This  tariff  bill  provided  for  an  imposition  of  duty 
above  20  per  cent,  and  the  moment  it  went  into  ope- 
ration without  that  proviso  it  would  suspend  the  land 
distribution. 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  examine  the  veto  power,  as 
it  exists  in  our  constitution;  and  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ference between  it  and  the  veto  powers  of  England 
and  of  Rome.  This  power  was  in  the  constitution; 
it  had  an  object,  and  that  object,  as  explained  before 
the  conslituuon  was  ratified,  was  an  important  one. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  power,  but  he  would  ask 
him  in  whom  it  was  vested  carefully  to  confine-  it  to 
the  objects  for  which  it  wasgrantffd.  His  impression 
was  that  the  president  was  justified  by  the  constitu- 
tion in  exercising  the  power  on  this  bill;  but  it  was 
an  instance  m  v/hich  it  was  unnecessary  and  unsus- 
tained  by  precedents. 

Mr.  Froffit  next  arose  and  spoke  in  defence  of  the 
exercise  of  the  veto;  and  alluded  to  the  course  of  his 
enemies  in  presenting,  time  after  time,  in  forcing  as 
he  said  bills  on  the  president  which  they  knexo  he 
could  not  sign.  He  said  the  majority  knew  very  well 
that  if  the  great  tariff  bill  should  be  presented  to  the 
president,  with  the  objectionable  distribution  clause, 
he  would  veto  it.  And  yet  altfiough  they  were  con- 
vinced of  this,  the  friends  of  the  manufacturers  and 
others,  were  calling  on  their  friends  to  support  them 
in  passing  the  bill  with  that  clause  in  it.  He,  Mr. 
P.  had  no  doubt  but  that  such  was  the  intention,  to 
pass  the  great  bill  with  a  clause  which  they  knew 
would  prevent  the  signature  of  the  president. 

A  voice — -"Yes  we  do." 

Mr.  Proffit — I  hear  one  gentleman  say  that  such  is 
to  be  the  plan,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  Mr.  P. 
then  proceeded,  with  much  severity  to  comment  upon 
the  inconsistency  of  the  enemies  of  the  president. 
He  said  the  latter  was  not  only  blamed  for  a  bill,  but 
he  himself  had  been  summoned  that  morning  to  attend 
a  committee  appointed  because  the  president  had 
signed  a  bill. 

Mr.  Lime,  of  Indiana,  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  executive  leto  and  the  history  of  the  mea- 
sure which  had  given  occasion  for  it;  and  he  hoped 
on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions  m  which  hs  had  ad- 
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dressed  that  house,  to  manifest  a  spirit  of  becoming 
moderation.  [A  laugh.]  He  trusted,  however,  that 
the  house  would  pardon  him  if  he  should  fail  in  ex- 
'hibiting  that  perfect  calmness  which  had  marked  the 
manner  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Gushing)  yesterday.  To  be  sure,  that  gentleman 
miiht  have  sources  of  consolation  and  support  which 
did  not  belong  to  the  whigs.  There  were  certain 
situations  in  the  cabinet  to  which  gentlemen  might 
look  forward,  the  hope  of  which  might  well  sustain 
them.  That  gentleman,  as  was  known  to  all  who 
heard  him,  had  all  the  smoothness  of  marble,  but  all 
its  coldness,  too. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  should  not  go  at  length  into  the  argu- 
ment. This  was  a  time  not  for  talking,  but  for  voting 
and  for  acting.  This  issue  was  now  fairly  presented, 
and  must  be  met. 

Congress,  in  its  strong  anxiety  that  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  country  should  not  be  suftisred  to  expire, 
had  passed  a  bill  extending  them,  as  they  at  present 
siood,  for  one  month  longer,  till  further  legislation 
could  be  had.  The  president  differed  from  them  on 
a  question  of  expediency,  and  had  vetoed  the  bill. 
The  question  then,  was  now  put  to  the  country,  in 
■whom  resided  the  right  to  originate  revenue  mea- 
sures under  the  government — in  the  president'  or  in 
the  people,  through  their  representatives?  The  issue 
was  between  a  president  who  had  proved  recreant  to 
every  obligation  of  morality  and  patriotism,  and  an 
abused  and  betrayed  constituency,  who  had  given 
him  the  place  he  occupied.  Well  was  it  for  that  in- 
dividual that  we  were  a  law  abiding  people,  and  that 
he  had  constitutional  safeguards  thrown  around  him 
which  they  could  not  violate.  In  other  countries, 
and  under  other  governments,  a  veto  like  this  would 
have  caused  a  very  different  spectacle  from  that  of  a 
deliberative  assembly,  calmly  discussing  the  subject 
of  their  complaints.  Had  the  British  crown  ventured 
thus  to  treat  a  measure  in  which  both  houses  of  par- 
liament concurred  by  majorities  such  as  those  which 
had  passed  this  bill,  instead  of  a  grave  parliamenta- 
ry debate,  the  king  would  have  heard  the  voice  of  God 
speaking  from  the  highest  and  holiest  throne  in  the 
hearts  of  a  free  and  honest  people.  Such  a  voice 
might  yet  be  heard  when  the  effects  of  this  measure 
came  to  be  fully  felt. 

The  president  had  set  himself  against  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation:  the  contest  was  now  be- 
tween their  will  and  his — a  contest  not  now  for  the 
first  time  waged.  That  question  had  long  since  been 
tried  in  Europe,  and  kings  had  felt  and  trembled  be- 
fore the  power  of  the  people.  Here  it  hod  openly 
been  said  that  the  president  had  interposed  between 
the  people  and  their  representatives  for  the  safety  of 
the  people.  Strange  doctrine,  indeed!  IVIr.  L.  thought 
that  the  theory  of  our  government  had  been  that  the 
free  people  of  this  republic  made  and  executed  their 
own  laws.  When  and  where  had  popular  liberty  been 
cloven  down  by  the  people's  representatives?  Had 
they  not  a  right  to  legislation  without  coming  to  con- 
sult the  executive  pleasure?  Was  the  president,  and 
rot  the  legislature,  to  be  the  judge  of  questions  of 
expediency  in  relation  to  the  revenue?  Were  money 
bills  to  originate  with  him,  or  in  the  people's  own 
house. 

Mr.  L's  colleague  (Mr.  Proffit)  had  charged  the 
whig  majority  with  forcing  upon  the  president  the 
necessity  for  a  veto  with  the  design  to  profit  by  it  in 
party  politics.  How?  What  right  had  they  to  anti- 
cipate that  he  would  reject  such  a  bill  as  this?  To 
be  sure  they  had  vague  inuendoes  and  insinuations 
and  prophecies  of  the  gentleman  himself,  and  they 
had  the  oracular  ratiocinations  of  the  court  journal; 
but  if  they  look  to  more  aulhentic  sources,  to  Mr. 
Tyler's  own  official  recommendations,  and  to  the 
language  held  hy  him  in  his  own  state  legislatures, 
in  the  St.  Clairsville  speech,  when  he  had  declared 
that  the  land  was  a  matter  perfectly  distinct  from 
the  design  of  the  comprofnise  act,  and  never  entered 
the  minds  of  those  who  passed  it,  and  that  it  was  ab- 
turd  to  hold  up  any  other  idea,  had  they  any  reason 
to  expect  a  veto.'  AH  they  had  done  was  to  interpose 
to  save  the  country  and  the  administration  from  dis- 
grace by  the  expiration  of  the  revenue  law  before 
any  substitute  was  provided.  How  was  this  forcing 
the  president  upon  the  exercise  of  the  veto?  Tlic 
president's  own  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  told 
-  congress  the  revenue  could  not  be  collected  alter  the 
30lli  June  without  further  legislation;  two  committees 
of  the  house  held  the  same  opinion;  nay,  the  presi- 
dent himself  and  his  cabinet  held  the  same  till  within 
a  few  days  past.  But  now  it  seemed  that  congress 
was  wrong,  the  cabinet  was  wrong,  and  the  presi- 
dent's own  legal  acumen  had  discovered  that  he  could 
get  along  without  any  law  by  his  mere  exccutiM; 
regulations.  It  might  all  be  so;  the  president  might 
be  the  lirst  to  discover  what  none  else  could  see, 
for  we  were  told  in  the  book  of  books  that  Balaam's 
ass  saw  ihe  ungcl  before  his  mtister.  [  Hoars  of  laugh- 
ter] 


Mr.  L.  next  proceeded  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Cushing,  on  which  it  was  needless 
for  him  to  pass  any  compliments  after  the  extrava- 
gant eulogies  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Proffit).  He 
admitted  that  the  speech  displayed  much  ingenuity 
and  acuteness,  and  not  a  little  foreknowledge;  for 
while  the  house  were  all  taken  aback,  and  even  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Saltonslall)  was 
overwhelmed  with  surprise,  the  gentleman  himself 
seemed  to  quote  the  veto  like  a  book.  [A  laugh.] — 
He  seemed  quite  familiar  with  the  details  even  of 
its  language,  and  could  group  them  at  pleasure  in  de- 
fence of  the  president.  Perhaps  these  might  be  but 
a  foretaste  of  a  future  pfivy  counsellorship,  that  is,  a 
if  other  parties  to  the  great  bargain  did  not  inter- 
pose tkeir  veto  on  siK-h  an  arrangement.  [Loud  laugh- 
ter.] The  free  representative  of  a  free  people  should 
put  on  gloves  before  taking  hold  of  such  a  docu- 
ment. What  did  it  possess  to  recommend  it?  No- 
thing that  he  could  -.ee  but  the  boldness  with  which 
it  had  been  thrust  upon  the  house  at  a  crisis  like  the 
present. 

Mr.  L.  here  went  into  a  brief  review  of  some  of 
the  grounds  taken  in  the  message:  denying  that  the 
compromise  act  had  any  other  "moral  force  in  the 
country"  than  any  other  law  of  the  land  was  enti- 
tled to  until  it  was  repealed.  He  rejected  with  in- 
dignation the  idea  that  the  hands  of  congress  were 
to  be  tied  up  because  an  act  had  been  passed  ten  years 
ago  which  was  to  re-people  the  worn-out  lands  of 
the  south,  but  the  cHcct  of  which  had  been  only  to 
leave  them  in  a  worse  condition  at  this  hour  than 
ever  before.  Mr.  L.  would  never  touch  the  compro- 
mise  act  unless  in  his  judgment  it  was  necessary  to 
provide  revenue  for  the  government;  but  he  denied 
that  it  had  any  permanent  binding  force  like  a  part 
of  the  constitution.  But  it  was  said  to  be  a  com- 
pact: a  compact'  and  with  whom?  and  by  whom? 
Who  had  any  authority  to  bind  him  to  observe  it' 
his  predecessors  voted  against  it,  and  if  they  had  not, 
they  could  not  have  laid  him  under  any  obligation  to 
observe  it.  A  compact!  Yes,  with  the  sovereign 
state  of  South  Carolina,  a  slate  in  rebellion! — an 
act  to  save  their  necks  from  the  halter!  And  this, 
forsooth,  was  to  be  held  up  as  the  most  solemn  of 
all  instruments — as  in  fact  a  part  of  the  constitution 
itself! 

Mr.  L.  here  looked  at  the  feature  of  the  compro- 
mise law  which  provides  that  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  home  valuation  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  and 
he  defied  gentlemen  to  produce  any  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  inveighed  against  the  assumption  of  such  a 
power  by  the  executive  department. 

A  new  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (Mr.  Roose- 
velt) had  attempted  this  morning  to  introduce  a  bill 
giving  the  president  the  power:  but  the  president 
himself  claimed  tn  possess  it  already.  He  trusted 
we  were  not  yet  come  to  that  point  when  a  president 
of  the  United  States,  by  his  simple  authority,  could 
not  only  defeat  laws  passed  bj  congress,  but  himself 
make  the  laws  of  the  land.  lie  might  fulminate  his 
worse  than  Papal  bulls  from  the  Vatican  at  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue;  but  for  the  actual  creation  of  the 
law,  he  must  have  some  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
two  houses  of  the  legislature. 

Gentlemen  asked  on  what  principle  it  was  the 
whigs  opposed  this  veto?  He  would  tell  them.  It 
was  on  the  great  and  eternal  principle  of  the  re- 
sistance of  usurpation  and  tyranny.  If  "resistance 
to  tyrants  was  obedience  to  God,"  then  was  their 
cause  most  holy.  If  ever  the  proud  eagle  of  Ameri- 
can freedom  v/as  struck  down,  it  would  be  by  the 
fatal  hand  of  executive  power. 

Gentlemen  had  carried  back  the  house  to  the  days 
of  the  Tribunes;  just  as  if  there  was  in  our  condition 
any  analogy  to  the  condition  of  the  Roman  people, 
with  their  patrician  and  plebeian  classes,  and  their 
conquered  provinces  and  civil  wars.  The  source 
from  which  the  veto  power  has  been  introduced  into 
our  constitution,  was  most  obviously  the  government 
of  Great  Britain;  but  even  there  the  power  had  be- 
come obsolete  from  noii-itscr — here  he  trusted  it 
would  die  from  mis-tiser. 

But  was  the  house  to  go  and  vote  millions  for  the 
support  of  the  government,  that  the  president  might 
have  further  oppoit.mities  of  vetoing  their  acts? 
No.  Let  the  people  know  that  if  the  army  was 
prostrated,  and  the  navy  left  to  rot — if  all  the  inte- 
rests of  trade  and  imlustry  were  languishing  and 
dying,  it  was  the  president  who  had  done  it.  Mr.  L. 
should  make  an  ap|)eal  to  them.  They  were  yet 
free.  He  thanked  God  he  was  himself  free  also; 
md  he  prized  his  own  honor  far  more  than  any  ollice 
ot  emolument  they  could  confer  upon  him.  And 
nevtr  would  he  crawl  and  bend  the  knee  at  the  foot- 
sto<  1  of  executive  dominion.     Never!  never! 

1  he  president  talked  of  the  critical  condition  of 
our  foreign  relations.  How  critical?  When  was 
thei  ;  a  belter  prospect  of  pcniiancnt  and  honorable 
peace.' — He  trusted  war  was  very  far  off.     But  if  we 


must  be  launched  upon  the  stormy  waves  of  a  na- 
tional conBict,  God  forbid  it  should  be  with  such  a 
"captain"  and  with  such  a  crew!     (Laughter.) 

He  repelled  with  warmth  the  imputation  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  executive  by  a  factious  association  in" 
the  house.  He  appealed  to  the  whig  votes  granting 
supplies  to  the  administration,  in  refutation  of  sucli 
a  charge.  As  to  the  effect  of  this  veto,  so  far  from 
regarding  it  as  unfavorable  to  the  whig  cause,  he  re- 
garded it  as  one  of  the  proudest  moments  the  party 
had  known  since  their  glorious  triumph  in  1840. 
The  resistance  of  tyranny  was  a  principle  broad 
enough  again  to  unite  them  when  the  hour  of  need 
should  come.— Let  the  president  and  his  friends  go 
on;  let  them  call  to  their  aid  the  old  enemies  of  the 
whijis,  and  see  how  they  would  prosper.  To  whom 
would  the  people  look  for  deliverance  in  their  dis- 
tresses? To  tlie  president  and  his  guard,  and  their 
loco  foco  allies?  Never. — When  the  day  of  the 
struggle  should  come,  their  eyes  would  be  tumed  to- 
wards the  whigs,  who  would  carry  out  those  mea- 
sures of  relief  which  nothing  could  have  prevented 
but  the  treachery  of  the  man  they  had  placed  in 
power. 

Gentlemen  told  the  people  to  look  to  the  president 
for  deliverance  from  their  own  representatives;  but 
there  was  nothing  to  look  to;  there  was  nothing  of 
him.  The  whigs  were  battling  with  the  place  where 
he  stood,  but  not  with  the  nothing  which  filled  it. 
He  a  clog  to  the  march  of  the  whig  party!  AW  his 
power  lay  in  the  guard,  and  in  their  new  allies  the 
levellers.  Mr.  L.  invited  them  to  the  issue.  Let 
them  look  to  their  man.  Could  he  be  true  to  any 
body  who  had  proved  false  to  all  who  had  ever 
trusted  him?  Let  them  make  the  most  of  their  raid- 
night  bargain — a  bargain  in  which  the  sacrificed 
victim  of  its  consummation  was  the  national  honor. 
The  president  had  yet  the  poor  privilege  of  having 
friends,  on  condition  that  he  must  buy  them.  He 
might  possibly,  in  this  way,  get  a  party,  though  ha 
had  never  got  any  yet.  But  should  he  succeed,  he 
gave  gentlemen  warning  Ihey  might  look  out  for 
trouble  in  their  camp.  Would  the  veteran,  honest 
democrats  (if  such  a  collocation  of  terms  was  allow-' 
able)  consent  to  sacrifice  all  their  favorite  men? 
And  for  what?  To  make  John  Tyler  their  presiden- 
tial candidate?  Such  a  purpose  never  entered  their 
heads.  No;  they  meant  to  use  hi-n,  and  leave  him. 
— They  would  act  on  the  principle  of  the  writer  wheT 
recommended  a  man  to  have  no  friends  longer  than 
he  had  use  for  them. 

Mr.  L.  here  quoted  that  clause  of  the  veto  in 
which  the  president  declares  the  suspension  of  dis- 
tribution as  the  condition  of  all  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  tariff.  In  a  word,  this  was  the  presi- 
dent's sine  quanon,  and  this  reminded  him  of  a  story 
of  a  certain  Captain  Hunter,  in  Shelby  county,  Ken- 
tucky, a  great  Indian  fighter  and  woodsman;  who 
being  asked  by  some  of  his  neighbors  what  the  phrase 
sine  qua  non  used  in  the  British  treaty  signified,  re- 
plied that  "it  was  the  name  of  an  island  in  Passama- 
quoddy  bay,  and  he  meant  to  slied  the  last  drop  of 
his  blood  before  he  would  give  it  up." — [A  laugh.] 

After  referring  to  the  multiplied  declarations  here- 
tofore publicly  made  by  Mr.  Tyler  in  favor  of  dis- 
tribution, and  contrasting  them  with  his  present 
language  on  that  subject,  he  intimated  as  a  solution 
his  "suspicion  that  this  declaration  of  war  against  dis- 
tribution v,'as  one  of  the  hard  conditions  of  the  great 
bargain  recently  consummated,  and  thai  it  was  "his 
poverty,  not  his  will,  that  consented"  to  it.  [.\ 
laugh.] 

Mr.  L.  then  went  on  further  to  comment  on 
several  subsequent  clauses  of  the  message,  and  espe- 
cially where  the  president  refers  to  the  loan;  remind- 
ing gentlemen  that  the  loan  had  been  asked  for  by 
his  own  secretary  at  the  very  session  when  the  dis- 
tribution law  was  recommended,  and  of  the  promp- 
titude with  which  it  had  been  voted  by  the  factious 
whigs.  As  to  the  proviso  in  the  distribution  law,  it 
had  been  inserted  mainly  from  the  rumored  proba- 
bility of  a  presidential  veto,  and  also  to  secUro  the 
vote  of  the  senate,  which  he  defended  as  a  proper 
and  legitimate  course  of  p,trliamentary  proceeding. 

The  president  declared  the  tariff  and  the  compro- 
mise act  lobe  inseparably  connected  with  the  subject 
of  the  land  distribution;  but  Mr.  L.'s  colleague  had 
just  insisted  that  they  ought  to  be  separated,  and 
distinct  action  had  in  regard  to  each.  Who  should 
decide  when  doctors  disagreed? 

The  president  in  one  breath  told  congress  that  the 
compromise  act  had  a  binding  moral  force,  yet  in  the 
next  professed  his  willingness  to  deparl  from  its 
provisions. 

Mr.  L.  then  went  into  some  remarks  on  the  con- 
cluding part  of  Mr.  Cusliing's  speech,  and  particu- 
larly where  that  gentleman  ridiculed  the  idea  of  cal- 
ling the  present  a  crisis  in  the  country  and  the  go- 
vernment. Mr.  L.  thought  when  a  president  claimed 
the  power  of  legislating  for  the  American  people,  it 
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was  a  most  serious  and  alarming  crisis,  and  intimal- 
ed  that  the  people  would  show  that  they  so  con- 
sidered it.  Were  they  ready  to  submit  their  nv/n 
proud  sovfreigntj-  lo  liie  caprices  of  one  man?  and  ol 
suck  a  man?  Was  t)ie  iioule  ship  whicli  had  out- 
ridden the  storms  of  the  revolution,  and  whose  glo- 
rious flag,  trihule-free,  had  visited  every  shore,  to 
veil  her  colors  and  surrender  her  legislative  helm 
to  such  a  commander?  No  such  catastrophe  should 
ever  cloud  our  national  history  by  action  of  his. 
Far  otherwise  would  the  history  prove,  pyramids 
of  stone  might  mark  the  proud  spot  which  was  the 
last  abode  of  freedom  upon  the  earth:  but  the  people 
■would  never  yield  their  liberties  without  a  struggle. 
Better  have  such  a  government  as  that  of  Great 
Britain  than  a  constitution  nominally  professing  the 
perfection  of  freedom,  with  a  president  who,  by  the 
exercise  of  the  veto  on  every  question  of  legislative 
expediency,  might  thwart  the  reprcsc  ntatives  of  the 
people,  and  make  his  own  will  the  unresisted  law  of 
his  country. 

Would  the  American  people  give  up  such  a  power 
to  such  hands?  Never.  The  power  of  voting  sup- 
plies would  soon  settle  that  question.  This  had  in 
England  broken  down  the  iron  will  of  the  Stuarts; 
and  it  wouW  triumph  again  on  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, if  the  American  people  were  worthy  of  their 
constitution  and  of  their  household  gods.  Executive 
apostles  and  prophets  might  stand  here  and  preach 
passive  obedience  and  non-resistance,  but  the  people 
■would  embrace  a  very  different  creed-  The  thun- 
ders of  their  denunciation  of  executive  oppression  in 
the  glorious  victory  of  1840  had  yet  scarce  died  upon 
the  ear;  and  they  were  not  the  people  to  accord  in- 
fallibility and  bow  their  necks  to  such  a  creature  of 
accident  and  chance  as  now  occupied  the  seat  of 
their  own  delegated  authority. 

Mr.  L.  here  digressed  to  advert  to  the  reasons  filed 
by  the  president  in  the  department  of  state  together 
with  the  apportionment  bill,  and  denounced  them  as 
amoiwiting  lo  an  invitation  to  the  states  to  refuse  to 
carry  out  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and  as  inciting 
to  bloodshed  and  civil  commotion. 
»  In  conclusion,  Mr.  L.  declared  that  he  never 
would  bow  the  knees  of  a  freeborn  American  to  this 
Baal  of  unrighteousness.  He  stood  there  as  the 
independent  representative  of  a  free  constituency; 
and  he  never  would  vole  to  cleave  down  the  inde- 
ipendence  of  congress  for  any  question  or  end  of  mere 
expediency.  Before  he  trampled  on  the  consecrated 
labors  of  his  forefathers,  and  countenanced  a  tyranny 
worse  than  that  of  the  Great  Mogul's,  he  would  see 
our  brave  army  disbanded,  and  our  gallant  fleet  dis- 
mantled and  rotting  in  ordinary.  Yes,  he  would  ra- 
ther see  the  waves  of  the  Potomac  rolling  fifty 
fathom  deep  over  the  dome  of  the  Capitol,  than  agree 
lo  ask  of  John  Tyler  what  laws  should  be  passed  by 
those  w  horn  the  people  had  entrusted  with  the  power 
3f  their  legislation. 

He  hoped  the  house  would  go  on  and  pass  a  tariff 
jill;  not  such  as  Mr.  Tyler  might  please  to  approve, 
iut  such  an  one  as  the  house  pleased;  when  that 
ailed  of  becoming  a  law,  it  would  be  time  enough 
or  them  to  suit  their  action  lo  the  case;  but  sure  he 
vas,  that  their  course  when  taken  would  be  worthy  of 
his  house  and  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  H'eller  alluded  to  the  charge  of  a  political 
largain  between  the  president  aud  "the  democratic" 
)ar  y,  and  by  way  of  oll'set,  alluded  to  the  numerous 
)fl&ce  applicants  besieging  General  Harrison  to  his 
leath;  he  considered  their  present  divisions,  which 
le  had  forewarned  them,  would  ensue,  as  a  most 
ighteous  judgment  of  heaven  upon  them  for  the 
neans  they  had  employed  to  possess  the  reins  of 
lower.  Tlie  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gran- 
■er,)  talked  of  the  great  whig  principles  of  1840. 
in  what  principle  had  that  genlleman  gone  into  the 
abinct?  and  on  what  principle  did  he  go  out  of  it^ 
ind  while  m  his  office  1700  victims  fell  by  the  gen- 
leman's  own  hand  before  he  was  victimized  him- 
elf.  The  president  was  elected  by  the  people,  and 
here  was  as  much  reason  for  saying  that  his  act  in 
e.toing  was  the  expression  of  the  people's  will 
s  that  of  the  house  of  congress.  As  many  as 
20  of  those  now  herp  would,  at  the  next  congress, 
e  suffered  to  enjoy  the  shades  of  retirement.  The 
laces  that  were  now  so  familiar  with  them  would 
now  them  no  more  forever.  They  who  had  played 
uch  fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven  must  lay 
heir  account  to  dwell  in  darkness. 
[A  voice:  "we  hope  you'll  visit  us  there;  we  shall 
e  glad  to  see  you."j 
Mr.  W.  should  not  now  have  said  a  word  of  re. 
roach  to  gentlemen  in  the  day  of  their  misfortune, 
ad  it  not  been  fur  the  triumph  they  manifested  at 
he  extra  session.  Had  they  shown  any  magnanimi- 
y  toward  their  opponents  at  that  time,  he  should  not 
ave  opened  his  lips.  But  they  were  now  reaping 
je  bitter  fruits  of  the  deceptions  they  had  practised 
'  1  1840,  when  they  went  for  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler 


too,"  and  avowedly  without  any  reason  founded  on 
principle.  They  had  taken  up  men  as  some  of  their 
constituents  were  now  forced  to  take  a  bank  note, 
and  must  not  complain  if  they  found  it  was  bad. 

[\  voice:  "Yes,  one  is  a  counterfeit  note  cer- 
tainly."] 

Here  Mr.  W.  went  at  some  length  into  remarks  on 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  John  Tyler,  and  the  reasons 
which  led  the  convention  to  such  a  selection.  And 
could  they  expect  a  man  thus  taken  up  to  abandon 
all  the  principles  of  his  early  life,  all  regard  to  the 
resolutions  '98,  and  all  his  political  associations  and 
predilections,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  harmony  in 
the  "universal  whig  party?"  He  then  adverted  to  the 
frequent  meetings  in  caucus  which  were  practised 
by  the  whig  party  at  the  opening  of  the  extra  ses- 
sion. He  said  it  had  been  an  amusement  to  ihe  mi- 
nority lo  see  how  stragglers  were  whipped  in;  and 
if  they  refused  to  conform,  were  then  whipped  out. 
[A  laugh.] 

From  this  he  passed  into  an  eulogy  on  the  guard, 
who  had  stood  firm  against  the  whole  force  of  a  vic- 
torious and  powerful  party  flushed  with  success. 
Such  a  spectacle  was  calculated  to  command  admi- 
ration In  speaking  on  the  subject  of  caucuses  he 
understood  that  one  had  been  held  but  Ihe  evening 
before;  but  he  could  tell  gentlemen  that  in  spite  of 
all  efforts  at  a  drill  they  would  find  vast  dilficulty  in 
their  ranks.  Some  were  protective  whigs,  others 
were  free-trade  whigs. 

One  man  would  rise  and  say,  "unless  you  give 
more  protection  to  my  district,  I'll  vote  against  the 
bill."  For  instance,  said  Mr.  W.,  pointing  to  Mr. 
TUIingkast,  "here  is  a  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
who  will,  I  suppose,  claim  protection  for  the  pin 
manufactory  in  that  state. 

Mr.  TiUinghast  said  "there  is  no  pin  manufactory 
in  Rhode  Island." 

[A  voice:  "stick  a  pin  there."] 

Mr.  Welter.  Perhaps  I  am  mistaken.  A  gentle- 
man near  me  says  it  is  a  pill  manufactory.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  Weller  concluded,  with  ,the  vindication  of  Mr. 
Tyler's  exercise  of  the  veto  and  strictures  againit 
the  whig  party,  and  having  concluded,  the  commit- 
tee arose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  1.  Mr.  Fillmore  reported  back  with 
amendments  the  bill,  returned  from  the  senate  amen- 
ded, making  appropriations  for  the  army  and  milita- 
ry academy,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Pendleton  reported  a  bill  to  pay  the  Florida 
militia  for  services  in  1839  and  '40. 

Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution: 

Res(yl\fed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rpjrrcsentatives  of 
the  United  states  of  Jlmerica,  in  congress  asscmtited. 
That  the  two  houses  of  congress  will  adjourn  sine 
die  on  Monday,  the  ISth  day  of  July  instant,  at  two 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Fillmore.  1  object.  We  are  not  yet  in  a  sit- 
uation to  adjourn.  1  trust  congress  never  will  ad, 
journ  until  a  tariff  bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  Casey.  We  can  adjourn  on  Ihe  day  designat- 
ed as  well  as  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  said  he  hoped  an  adjournment 
would  not  even  be  talked  of  until  a  tariff  bill  had 
been  passed. 

Mr.  Casey  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  house  be 
suspended  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer 
the  resolution.     The  house  refused  to  suspend. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
veto  message. 

Mr.  Caruthers  said  the  subject  was  of  so  important 
a  nature,  that  he  hoped  the  debate  would  not  be  ter- 
minated until  an  opportunity  had  been  afforded  for 
every  gentleman  who  wished  to  express  his  senti- 
ments. He  admitted  the  president  has  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  veto  any  bill,  of  whatever  nature. 
As  a  question  of  pmcer  only,  he  did  not  dispute  it, 
but  he  intended  to  arraign  the  president  on  the 
ground  on  which  the  power  in  this  case  Rad  been  ex- 
ercised. Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  express  his  be- 
lief that  a  bargain  had  been  made  between  the  pre- 
sident and  the  party  which  had  opposed  his  coming 
into  power,  and  that  this  veto  was  one  of  the  condi 
tions  of  the  said  bargain.  It  was  true  the  thing  couki 
not  be  proved,  because  such  bargains  are  never  sign- 
ed and  sealed.  Such  was  not  the  case  when  Bene- 
dict Arnold's  treason  was  discovered.  The  evidence 
of  it  was  found  in  the  boots  of  Andre.  And  if  gen- 
tlemen could  look  into  the  boots  of  members  of  the 
opposite  party;  if  they  could  get  into  their  secret  re- 
cesses he  was  not  certain  but  that  evidence  of  a  con- 
clusive character  might  be  found  here  also.  Wr.  C. 
said  he  intended  to  show  that  th^  reasons  which  the 
president  had  assigned  for  his  veto  were  as  perfectly 
contradictory  and  nonsensical  as  ever  had  been  as- 
signed by  any  man  in  justification  of  an  act. 


In  the  first  place,  the  president  asserted  that  the 
provisional  tariff  bill  violated  the  compromise  act; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  as  he  (Mr.  C.)  desired  to - 
prove  by  Ihe  president  himself,  (for  nut  of  his  own 
mouth  he  would  condemn  him,)  he  admitted  that  the 
bill  did  not  violate  the  compromise  act.  The  proof 
of  this  amounted  to  demonstration  which  could  not 
be  resisted.  And  here  he  must  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Holmes)  had  been  rather  too  precipitate  in  uttering 
his  praises  of  Mr.  Tyler. 

The  president  in  his  veto  had  said  that  the  com- 
promise act  itself  authorized  the  raising  of  duties  to 
an  amount  sufficient  for  the  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  government.  Well,  v\hat  did  congress 
do?  They  put  the  duties  about  three-tenths  above 
the  20  per  cent,  for  one  month.  Did  that  violate  the 
compromise  act?  The  president  himself  said  that 
that  was  one  of  its  principles;  and  yet,  only  a  few 
lines  afterwards,  he  said  that  they  were  violating  the 
compromise  act.  Violating  it  in  what'  In  nothing 
except  the  imposition  of  duties  above  twenty  per 
cent.;  and  yet  he  said  that  we  could  do  that  accord- 
ing to  his  own  reading  of  the  act  itself  Ho  admit- 
ted that  congress  could  do  every  thing  which  it  had 
done  in  accordance  with  the  compromise,  and  there- 
fore, that  was  not  the  real  objection  operating  upon 
his  mind.  That,  then,  could  not  be  the  reason  for 
the  veto.  There  was  no  principle  of  the  compro- 
mise act  which,  according  to  the  president's  own 
construction  of  it,  was  int^^rfered  with  by  this  bill. 
What,  then,  could  there  be  in  the  bill  which  was  so 
offensive  to  his  excellency?  Why  did  he  veto  it> 
Was  it  through  mere  wantonness? 

But  there  was  another  difficulty  ■«'hich  the  presi- 
dent entertained,  and  this  was  the  true  ground  on 
which  he  had  based  his  veto.  Mr.  C.  here  read  one 
part  of  the  message  which  related  to  the  proviso  of 
the  act  of  last  session,  suspending  distribution  when- 
ever dyties  shall  be  raised  above  20  per  cent.  Now, 
the  president  said  that  this  bill  interfered  with  that 
act.  But  he  was  mistaken.  There  was  no  interfe- 
rence with  that  proviso,  because  the  bill  which  had 
been  parsed  withheld  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  entirely,  until  the  1st 
of  August. 

We  must,  therefore,  search  for  some  other  cause 
for  this  veto.  The  president,  like  all  other  men, had 
his  motives;  he  had  his  reasons  for  his  conduct,  whe- 
ther good  or  bad;  and  if  he  had  but  assigned  them  in 
his  message,  or  if  one  part  of  that  message  contra- 
dicted and  refuted  another,  what  reason  had  he  for 
the  course  he  had  pursued?  It  would  be  recollected 
that,  at  the  late  extra  session,  there  were  many  lead- 
ing whig  measures,  which  the  whig  majority  in  con- 
gress felt  instructed  by  their  constituents  to  carry 
out.  And  there  happened  at  that  time  to  be  in  the 
other  end  of  the  cnpitol  a  conspicuous  statesman 
who  had  for  many  years  been  identified  with  these 
very  measures.  Very  soon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  that  distinguished  individual  was  as- 
sailed, peculiarly  and  vindictively,  by  all  the  profes- 
sing friends  of  the  president  in  and  out  of  this  house. 
The  object  seemed  to  be  his  destruction.  Well,  if 
that  had  been  all,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  be- 
tween them;  and  congress,  as  legislators,  would  have 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  But  the  great  cry  and 
glory  of  the  opponents  of  the  whig  parly  had  been 
that  all  the  measures  of  the  extra  session  had  failed; 
and  we  had  always  met  this  declaration  by  pointing 
to  the  distribution  law,  and  showing  that  we  had  se- 
cured to  the  states  their  rights  under  that  law.  Ano- 
ther distinguished  individual  had  been  known  to 
make  the  declaration  that  if  the  president  would  on- 
ly destroy  that  law,  he  would  immortalize  himself. 
But  Mr.  Tyler  was  so  committed  to  the  principle  of 
distribution,  that  he  could  not  do  it.  Was  the  pre- 
sident really  of  opinion  Ihat  distribution  ought  not 
now  to  take  place?    If  so,  he  had  changed. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  show  what  the  position 
of  .Mr.  Tyler  was  at  the  special  session  in  relation  to 
this  principle  of  distribution,  and  to  examine  the 
distinction  since  taken  by  the  president  as  to  distri- 
bution when  there  was  a  surplus,  and  distribution 
when  there  was  not  a  surplus.  Mr.  C.  declared  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  argument.  But  still  this 
was  not  an  argument  between  us  and  the  president, 
but  between  us  and  our  real  opponents. 

But  the  president  said  he  had  changed  his  opinion 
since  the  extra  session;  or  rather  that  he  had  not 
calculated  right;  that  the  prospect  then  was  that 
there  would  be  a  surplus,  whereas  now  there  was 
none.  Mr.  C.  denied  that  the  president  had  put  the 
matter  on  that  ground,  and  he  referred,  with  some 
particularity,  to  Mr.  Tyler's  oft-quoted  resolutions 
in  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  .1839,  urging  the 
distribution,  and  conveying  the  whole  proceeds  of 
Ihe  lands,  not  only  ceded  but  acquired  by  purchase 
and   by  treaty.     Mr.  C.  also  referred  to  the  adroit 
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manner  in  which  Mr.  Tyler  had  at  that  time  met  the 
charge  of  his  opponents,  (that  he  desired  to  violate 
the  compromise  act,)  by  the  introduction  of  the  well 
known  proviso  that  the  general  assembly  did  not 
mean  to  infringe  or  disturb  the  provisions  of  tlie 
compromise  act.  He  took  the  ground  that  the  com- 
promise act  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  were  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
but  as  belonging  to  the  states.  This  was  all  that  tlje 
president  meant,  or  else  he  contradicted  his  previous 
votes.  Such  was  his  position  on  the  subject,  and  he 
had  gone  before  the  people  with  that  position  well 
known. 

Mr.  C.  referred  still  further  to  the  views  of  the 
president  on  this  subject  at  the  special  session,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  Mr.  Tyler  then  stood 
out  on  the  true  whig  ground.  And,  in  this  connec- 
tion, Mr.  C.  adverted  to  a  declaration  which  had 
been  made  the  other  day,  (wlien  a  proposition  for  an 
assumption  of  state  debts  was  indicated  by  a  member 
from  Maryland,  Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson)  that  there  were 
not  three  members  of  this  house  in  favor  of  such  a 
proposition.  And  Mr.  C.  would  now  repeat  that  no 
such  sentiment  was  entertained  by  the  whig  party. 
It  was  a  scheme  of  the  gentleman's  own — made,  as 
that  gentleman  himself  had  said,  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility, without  concert,  and  for  his  own  reasons. 

Mr.  C.  remarked  that  Mr.  Tyler,  m  his  official  ca- 
reer, had  gone  as  far  beyond  Gen.  Jackson  as  that  in- 
dividual had  gone  beyond  the  preceding  presidents. 
Mr.  Tyler  not  only  vetoed  the  acts  of  congress,  but 
he  took  upon  himself,  when  he  did  approve  these 
acts,  to  explain  what  their  meaning  was.  Mr.  C. 
referred  to  the  recent  case  of  the  apportionment 
bill. 

Mr.  Wise  said  General  Jackson  had  done  the  same 
thmg. 

Mr.  Canithers  denied  the  analogy  of  the  cases,  to 
which  he  briefly  recurred.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded 
to  illustrate  the  operation  of  this  one-man  power, 
when — 

Mr.  Wist  desired  him  to  say,  whilst  he  was  charg- 
ing Mr.  Tyler  with  a  desertion  of  his  principles, 
whether  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  not  a  member  of  the  Ten- 
nessee legislature  in  1835,  and  united  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Tyler  as  the  anti-bank 
candidates  for  presideiit  and  vice-president' 

Mr.  Carutliers.  I  did  not.  Mr.  Tyler  was  never 
nominated. 

Mr.  Wise.     Of  Mr.  White,  then? 

Mr.  Caruthers.  Ho  was  nominated  for  president, 
and  I  vote'J  for  his  nomination.  I  supported  it, 
amongst  other  things,  on  account  of  his  standing  up 
against  a  bank.  But  upon  that  subject  1  have  chang- 
ed my  opinions.  Can  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
understand  thai?  [Roars  of  laughter.]  Mr.  C.  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Wise's  former  affection  of  Mr.  Clay, 
and  his  change  of  opinion  on  that  subject,  and  also 
to  Mr.  W's  change  ofiopinion  on  the  subject  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  That  gentleman,  Mr. 
C.  said,  should  be  the  last  to  be  astonished  at  any 
change  of  opinion  in  others.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  seen 
and  satisfied  himself  that  the  powers  of  tiii.i  govern 
ment  could  not  be  efficiently  and  successfully  carried 
out  without  the  adoption  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  a  fiscal  agent;  and,  therefore,  he  had  chang- 
ed his  opinions  on  constitutional  grounds.  He  had 
found  that  the  constitutional  power  existed, and  that 
its  exercise  was  requisite  to  the  carrying  on  the 
functions  of  the  government. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  wished  to  exhibit  to  the  house  a 
few  signs  of  the  limes.  He  wished  to  show  that 
previous  to  this  veto  message  there  had  been  some 
ominous  holdings  out;  and  he  referred  to  a  letter,  un- 
der date  of  June  19,  written  by  the  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  Herald,  setting  forth  that  the  presi- 
dent could  not  administer  the  government  in  con- 
junction with  the  whigs;  that  they  had  no  sentiments 
in  common;  that  he  must  look  to  the  democratic 
party  for  support,  &o.  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  one 
symptom  of  the  president's  goin^  over. 

Then,  to  show  that  his  excellency  had  gone  over, 
Mr.  C.  referred  to  an  article  in  the  "Madisonian," 
announcing  the  veto,  and  calling  upon  the  friends  of 
the  administration  now  tu  exert  themselves  in  sup- 
port of  that  paper;  setting  forth  "that  the  clouds 
were  breaking  away,"  &c. 

And  Mr.  C.  was  about  to  refer  to  an  article  in  last 
evening's  "Globe,"  and  sundry  other  items  of  evi- 
dence going  to  raise  a  strong  presumption  of  a  coali- 
tion— when  the  hour  expired,  and  Mr.  Caruthers 
took  his  seat, 

Mr.  Gentry  arose  to  explain  a  fact  alluded  to  by 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Tarneij)  that  ho  (Mr.  G.)  had  du- 
ring the  first  session  of  the  2Glh  congress  given  notice 
that  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  "bill  providing 
for  the  payment  of  certain  debts  of  the  states  and 
appropriatitig  the  proceeds  of  the  publiu  lands  for 
that  piu'pose."    From  this  it  had  been  inferred  that 


he  had  intended  to  introduce  a  bill  to  assume  all  (he 
debts  of  the  states.  He  should  not  say  whether  the 
fact  was  such  as  to  authorise  conscientious,  just,  and 
veracious  men  to  make  such  an  assertion.  His  no- 
tice had  furnished  no  sufficient  ground  for  such  as- 
sertion. He  had  given  the  notice  solely  on  his  own 
responsibility.  He  had  previously  consulted  soiije 
of  his  friends  on  the  subject,  but  they  had  earnestly 
protested  against  it.  He  believed  then  and  still  be- 
lieves that  the  day  is  rapidly  approaching,  when  the 
general  government  will  have  to  Interpose  in  a  man- 
ner more  effectual  than  by  mere  distribution,  or  this 
nation  must  consent  to  be  banished  from  the  great 
family  of  civilized  nations,  and  be  regarded  as  bar- 
barians destitute  alike  of  national  and  individual 
honor.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  he  had  intended 
to  introduce  that  bill  as  a  far  more  effective  measure 
than  the  distribution  policy  that  was  subsequently 
adopted.  He  himself  alone  was  responsible  for  t'le 
purpose  he  had  entertained.  His  opinions  had  been 
strengthened  by  the  lapse  of  time.  He  did  not  think 
it  courteous  or  fair  for  gentlemen  to  gtuess  at  the  un- 
known provisions  of  a  bill  and  proceed  on  such  data 
to  make  assertions. 

Mr.  Tiirwi/  said  he  had  no  intention  of  misrepre- 
senting his  colleague.  When  at  Nashville,  on  his 
way  to  this  city,  at  the  last  congress,  Mr.  Bell  deli- 
vered a  speech  in  which  he  assumed  the  ground  as 
whig  doctrine  that  the  government  must  assume  the 
debts  of  the  states.  A  short  time  after  congress  had 
convened,  his  colleague  (Mr.  Gentry)  gave  his  notice 
to  the  house.  Shortly  after,  the  subject  came  up  in 
the  other  branch  of  con;j;ress.  The  title  of  his  bill 
bad  been  proclaimed  to  this  house  and  what  were  its 
objects  and  intentions  if  they  were  not  such  as  were 
proclaimed  by  its  title? 

Mr.  Ge7ilry  said  he  had  given  the  notice  referred 
to,  verbally  from  his  place,  and  he  was  quite  confi- 
dent the  clerk  had  misrepresented  its  precise  terms. 
But  that  was  immaterial:  he  still  had  the  bill  with 
him  and  its  title  was  "a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  debts  of  the  states,  and  appropriat- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  that  pur- 
pose." It  contained  no  provisions  for  the  payment 
of  all  the  debts  of  the  states,  and  if  gentlemen  per- 
sisted in  guessing  its  details,  they  might  conjecture 
that  the  amount  of  state  debts  provided  for  bore  some 
proportion  to  the  appropriation.  It  was  news  to  him 
that  such  a  speech  had  ever  been  made  by  Mr.  Bell, 
and  he  was  induced  to  believe  his  colleague  was 
misinformed.  It  was  but  justice  to  add  that  none  of 
his  friends  had  importuned  him  more  earnestly  than 
Mr.  Bell,  to  forego  his  purpose  of  introducing  thebill 
referred  to.  Not  a  single  member  of  congress  had  in- 
timated a  purpose  to  support  that  bill. 

Mr.  Rhelt  arose  and  alluded  to  Mr.  Saltonstall' 
having  spoken  of  the  effects  of  the  veto  as  about  to 
"shake  the  country  to  its  foundation;"  to  Mr.  Gran- 
ircr'ssaying  "let  the  country  reel  and  totter  as  itmight 
that  they  must  stand  firm  and  see  who  could  stand 
it-best;"  and  to  Mr.  lUine's  position,  that  "because 
the  president  had  vetoed  this  bill  he  would  not  give 
government  the  means  to  go  on."  In  this  aspect, 
the  question  was  far  more  important  than  a  question 
of  a  one  month's  tariff,  or  of  the  distribution,  or  of 
the  compromise.  It  was  a  question  of  revolution 
It  was  a  question  v^■hether  the  dominant  party  should 
change  or  abolish  the  constitution  by  unconstitution- 
al action.  He  wanted  to  show  that  the  present 
course  of  things  was  not  justified.  The  president  had 
done  his  duty  as  laid  down  in  the  constitution.  To 
abolish  the  veto  would  be  fatal  to  the  constitution. 
The  whole  government  was  a  .system  of  checks  and 
vetoes  of  one  branch  upon  another.  Was  the  veto 
of  the  president  a  tyranny  if  it  checked  the  tyranny 
of  a  majority  on  this  floor?  This  veto  was  to  be 
met  by  the  proposal  to  deny  appropriations  and 
withhold  supplies!  Let  them  moot  this  question. — 
He  trusted  the  house  would  come  to  the  point. 

Mr.  R.  referred  to  the  intimations  thrown  out,  of  a 
bargain  between  the  Tyler  parly  and  those  who  op- 
posed his  election  to  the  vice  presidency,  and  he  call- 
ed for  evidence  of  a  siirgle  tact  to  justify  it.  He 
knew  that  those  who  made  the  charge  were  familiar 
with  bargaining  from  1824,  down  to  the  present 
time.  The  passage  of  the  distribution  act  was  an 
instance  of  bargaining.  Mr.  R.  had  regarded  with 
pride  the  solitary  opposition  of  Mr.  Tyler  when  a 
senator,  against  the  passage  of  the  force  bill.  He 
had  friendly  feelings  for  him,  and  why  is  he,  who 
but  yesterday  was  high  in  honor  and  fit  to  rule  a  great 
people,  liow  to  be  disgraced?  He  protested  against 
it  as  ungenerous  to  the  country  and  rendering  us  in- 
famous in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  All  who  knew  the 
president  knew  that  Mr.  R.  had  but  little  to  do  with 
him,  and  let  no  man  say,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  John 
Tyler,  but  he  spoku  for  the  cause  of  truth,  of  honor, 
and  of  his  country. 

Mr.  SitiiiKiers  said  that  it  was  against  the  abuse  not 
the  use  of  the  veto,  that  the  arguments  of  the  whigs 


were  directed.  Mr.  S.  entered  his  protest  against 
the  doctrine  advanced  that  the  president  was  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  legislative  department,  a  doc- 
trine advanced  first  in  Van  Burcn's  administration, 
but  overthrown  by  the  election  of  Harrison.  Mr.  S. 
disclaimed  against  the  affirming  and  increasing  fre- 
quency of  the  abuse  of  the  veto  power,  against  the 
executive  message  accompanying  the  apportionment 
bill,  against  his  applying  the  epithet  of  "mousing 
politicians"  to  members  of  congress,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  prove  that  every  objection  taken  m  his 
veto  message  was  without  the  shadow  of  foundation, 
and  there  was  not  a  particle  of  reason  in  it  to  induce 
a  single  member  to  change  his  vote.  It  was  obvious 
that  the  president  did  not  understand  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  they  had  passed.  He  had  defeated  his 
own  object  against  the  distribution  law.  Mr.  S.  had 
voted  for  the  bill  with  reluctance,  because  it  surren- 
dered distribution,  unless  they  could  revivify  the  act 
of  1841,  by  new  legislation;  by  the  refusal  of  the 
president  to  sign  It,  the  distribution  must  necessarily 
take  place.  The  president  seems  to  have  been  ap- 
prehensive that  some  trick  v^-as  to  be  played  upon 
him.  Mr.  S.  then  entered  into  a  history  of  Mr.  Ty- 
ler's expressed  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  his  report  to  the  Virginia  legislature,  his  speech 
printed  in  the  Richmond  papers  in  1839^  which  ha 
even  manifested  a  disposition  to  claim  for  the  states 
the  whole  amount  of  land  proceeds  that  had  previ- 
ously gone  into  the  national  coffers.  From  his  for- 
mer course  therefore,  the  house  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect him  to  sign  this  bill.     Mr.  S.'s  hour  expiring, 

(A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  with  a 
bill  providing  for  the  reorganization  of  the  army  and 
requesting  the  concurrence  of  the  house.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Mams  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairsj. 

Mr.  Barnard  of  N.  York  next  addressed  the  house, 
against  the  veto. 

Mr.  White  of  Indiana  next  arose  and  said  he 
would  pay  his  respects  to  the  very  extraordinary  pa- 
per which  had  been  sent  to  them  from  the  executive, 
in  a  temper  as  mild,  a  spirit  as  calm,  and  in  forms  of  • 
expression  as  temperate  and  measured,  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  Would  admit.  He  should  address 
himself  to  its  pointless  reasoning,  and  its  pointless 
attempt  at  satire  upon  the  house;  to  its  open  aban- 
donment of  all  principle;  to  its  reckless  disregard  of 
truth;  and  above  all  to  its  unblushing  effrontery. — 
He  had  understood  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (.Mr.  Cushing),  to  say,  that  under  the  existing 
laws,  the  president  had  power  to  make  rules  and  re- 
gulations for  the  collection  of  tlie  revenue,  and  a 
home  valuation  of  commodities  imported;  and  also 
that  under  existing  laws,  duties  beyond  twenty  per 
cent,  might  be  laid,  and  that  no  distribution  would 
then  take  place.  Mr.  W.  proceeded  then  to  show 
that  no  duties  can  be  collected  after  this  day,  because 
no  law  had  been  passed  prescribing  the  rules  and 
mode  for  tlieir  collection.  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine the  message  and  said  that  the  president  plac- 
ed his  veto  on  the  ground  of  violation  of  the  com- 
promise act!  this  from  the  lips  of  John  Tyler,  who 
had  himself  violated  that  law  in  all  its  provisions! — 
The  act  stopped  at  twenty  per  cent.  He  said  con- 
gress might  go  above  twenty  per  cent.  The  act  said 
that  duties  should  be  ad  valorem;  he  said  congresj 
might  discriminate;  and  yet  this  was  the  man  who 
dared  to  charge  this  house  with  a  violation  of  faith 
for  departing  from  the  act  he  invited  them  to  vio» 
late!  Mr.  W.  next  adverted  to  the  president's  repeat) 
ed  sanctions  of  the  principle  that  government  was  to 
look  toduties  alone  for  revenue,  and  not  to  the  avaih 
of  public  lands,  In  proof,  he  referred  to  his  nega- 
tive votes  when  in  the  senate,  on  a  m  )tion  to  strike 
out  that  principle  from  the  law.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhelt)  had  complained  oj 
the  language  of  Mr.  W's  colleague  (Mr.  Lane),  as 
squinting  towards  disunion.  Surely  a  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  ought  to  he  the  very  last  on  tbalflooi 
to  put  forward  that  objection.  Dissolution!  Had  the 
gentleman  forgotten  the  nullification  doctrine'  and 
how  its  violence  had  been  moderated,  and  not  se 
much  by  any  affectionate  love  of  the  union,  as  by  the 
dread  of  the  halter?  And  as  to  sacrificing  army  and 
navy  too,  before  he  would  bow  to  executive  doctrinSf 
Mr.  W.  stood  ready  to  endorse  his  colleague's  word! 
there  too.  Mr.  W.  believed  that  the  probiihnt  hai 
determined  to  veto  fij-st,  and  sought  his  reasons  aftep 
wards.  What  was  the  true  reason  for  this  veto?  Mr 
Tyler  had  long  severed  himself  from  tho  whig  party, 
and  found  it  necessary  to  do  something  to  make  hii 
peace  with  their  opponents.  As  Mr.  VV.  had  bee( 
informed  and  believed  a  large  body  of  the  loco  foot 
gentlemen  had  gone  up  in  a  body  to  congratulate  hiq 
on  the  redemption  of  the  liberties  of  his  connlrj 
Tho  veto  had  a  wonderful  effect  upon  the  gentloraa( 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Holmes),  it  had  convertet 
him  to  tho  true  religion.  Although  tho  marria^j 
union  had  been  cousummaled  but  the  night  before,  n 
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the  morning  a  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  IVeller), 
a  new  chancellor,  rose  in  his  place  as  soon  as  the 
house  got  together  and  proposed  to  take  awaj'  the 
reins  of  power  from  the  naughty  whigs.  Yet  so  ra- 
pidly prolific  had  this  neiVV  union  proved,  that  on  the 
■very  day  after  the  marriage,  the  bantling  was  pre- 
sented for  baptism,  (loud  laughter),  and  though  the 
whole  house  had  witnessed  the  offspring,  they  were 
gravely  told  there  had  been  no  alliance! 

Mr.  While  here  enquired  whether  Mr.  Welter  had 
not  been  with  others  of  his  political  friends  at  the 
president's  mansion  on  the  night  after  the  veto;  and 
whether  it  had  not  been  agreed  in  caucus  that  the 
bill  he  had  next  morning  offered  should  be  presented, 
and  whether  the  president  d  id  not  know  that  that  bill 
was  to  be  brought  into  the  house. 

(Mr.  Weller  replied  that  he  had  been  there  and 
was  proceeding  with  an  explanation,  but  his  voice 
was  drowned  by  the  roars  of  laughter  and  cries  to  or- 
der). 

Mr.  W.  next  drew  a  picture  of  Mr.  Tyler's  court- 
ship of  the  opposite  party  and  warned  them  they 
would  get  cheated  of  their  bargain.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  there  was  no  one  principle  in  common  be- 
.tween  John  Tyler  and  the  whig  party.  Yet  John 
Tyler  did  all,  all  Vrom  the  dictates  of  "his  con- 
science." He  came  with  one  hand  upon  his  heart 
and  the  other  lifted  toward  Heaven,  and  called  upon 
congress  to  preserve  that  faith  to  the  compromise 
which  he  had  himself  openly  violated.  John  Tyler 
talk  about  conscience!  It  was  a  mockery.  His  con- 
science! All  done  for  conscience  sake!  Oh,  yes.  And 
while  he  stood  before  the  altar  of  his  country,  and 
lifted  his  eyes  to  the  defender  of  her  freedom,  he 
grasped  a  dagger  to  plunge  it  to  the  heart  of  the  con- 
stitution. A  veto  on  mere  expediency!  If  such  a 
course  was  tolerated  our  libei'ties  were  gone,  gone. 
We  might  have  the  forms  aud  the  theory  of  a  free 
government;  so  had  Rome  under  Tiberius  and  Nero; 
but  our  liberty  would  be  the  liberty  of  a  slave,  who 
kneeled  at  the  feet  of  his  master,  and  begged  leave  to 
live. 

_  The  people,  the  fond  deluded  people,  might,  in  all 
simplicity,  run  to  the  ballot  box,  and  there  designate 
representatives  to  speak  their  will;  and  they  might 
faithfully  speak  it  in  the  people's  hall  of  legislation; 
-but  there  the  farce  would  end.  Of  what  avail  would 
their  voices  be,  when  a  rescript  from  the  palace  set 
their  will  aside  as  nothing.'  They  might  vote  for  what 
the  people  desired;  but  un-less  the  president  chose  to 
grant,  they  never  would  get  it. 

Aftef  alluding  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Cushing)  Mr.  W.  brought  his  remarks  to 
a  close,  and 

Mr.  Smith  having  obtained  the  floor,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturd-\t,  Jclt  2.  Mr.  Mams,  from  the  select 
■  committee  heretofore  appointed  on  the  message  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
apportionment  bill,  reported,  on  leave  given,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution. 

Resolped,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed  to 
bring  or  transmit  to  this  house,  an  authenticated 
copy  of  the  exposition  of  the  reasons  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  for  giving  his  sanction  to  the 
act  for  an  apportionment  of  representatives  among 
the  several  states  according  to  the  sixth  census, 
which  exposition  the  president,  by  his  message  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  informed  the  house  he  had  caused 
to  be  deposited  in  the  olKce  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  accompanying  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  ProJJil  objected,  on  the  ground  that  it  called 
for  the  original  paper,  and  not  a  copy  thereof. 

Mr.  Mmns  regarded  the  right  of  the  house  to  send 
for  the  paper  as  clear.  He  h.ad  never  before  heard 
it  denied.  It  was  competent  for  either  house  as  for 
'  a  court  of  justice,  to  send  for  any  paper,  and  this 
!  power  had  been  frequently  exercised  by  the  supreme 
court.  The  committee  knew  not  v/hether  the  pre- 
sident had  placed  his  reasons  on  the  act  itself  or  not, 
and  thought  it  best  to  send  for  the  original  paper. 
He  contended  that  the  president  had  not  complied 
with  the  letter  of  the  law,  in  sending  the  paper  con- 
taining his  reasons  for  signing  the  apportionment 
'bill  to  the  slats  department,  instead  of  delivering  it 
to  the  secretary  of  slate  in  person.  The  law  creat- 
ing the  state  department  required  the  secretary  to 
receive  all  acts  personally  from  the  president,  when 
approved  by  him;  and  from  the  speaker  of  the  house 
and  the  president  of  the  senate,  in  case  it  should  be 
passed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  after  a  veto.  He  did 
not,  however,  otfer  this  as  a  serious  objection  to  the 
course  of  the  president. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  that  the  resolution  offered  by  his 
colleague  opened  nice  questions  of  con>titutianal 
law,  and  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  of  his  colleague,  so  as  to  make 
il  request  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  rea$o^ia  of  the 
president,  instead  of  the  original  paper. 


Mr.  Arnold  called  the  previous  question. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cushing 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  94,  nays  81);  and  the  resolution  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

The  veto  of  the  provisional  tariff  bill,  was  again 
taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Virginia,  arose  and  defended  the 
veto. 

Mr.  Payne  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Watterson  also  defended  it. 

Mr.  Howard  assailed  the  veto  and  its  reasons,  as 
assigned  by  the  president. 

Mr.  Arnold  of  Term.,  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Wise  then  defended  the  veto  and  the  president. 

Mr.  Underwood  then  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Hunter  of  Va.  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  July  4.  Mr.  Dean  reported  a  bill  for 
the  payment  of  Iowa  militia  called  into  service  in 
Dec.  1839.     Referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Also  presented  a  report  on  the  payment  to  James 
D.  Doty  of  §40,000  for  erection  of  public  buildings 
in  Wisiconsan. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  veto  of  the 
provisional  tariff  bill. 

Wr.  Hunter,  of  Va.  defended  the  veto. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  la.  expressed  himself  strongly 
against  the  course  of  the  president. 

Mr.  Saunders,  of  N.  C.  defended  the  president  and 
vindicated  the  veto. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Ky.  spoke  in  condemnation  of  the 
veto. 

Mr.  Jidams,  followed  upon  the  same  side,  and  hav- 
ing concluded,  Mr.  Pendleton  moved  the  previous 
question. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

And  the  main  question,  "shall  this  bill  pass.'"  was 
taken  and  decided  as  (ollows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock 
J.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Badcock, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair.Boardman, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Wm.  Butler,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Casey, 
ChiIds,Chittenden,  John  C,  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L. 
Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Patrick 
G.  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Hall,  Hal- 
stead,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
James  Irvin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  James,  John  P.  Ken- 
nedy, King,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan,  Thomas  P. 
Marshall,  S.  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  O'wsley,  Pearce,  Pendle- 
ton, Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benj.  Randall,  Alexan- 
der Randall,  Piandolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  W.  Rus- 
sell, J.  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepperd,  Slade,  T. 
Smith,  Sollers,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Siraton,  A. 
H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplelt,  Trumbull,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warren,  Washington,  E.  D. 
White,  C.  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  J. 
Young— 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Bidtack,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Burke, 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cravens,  Cushing,  Daniel,  Rich- 
ard D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman, 
Egbert,  Ferris,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Tho- 
mas F.  Foster,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Wm.  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Gwin,  Habersham,  John  Hastings,  Hays, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houek,  Houston,  Hubarcl,  Hun- 
ter, Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
Jones,  Kcim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Little- 
field,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  Mc- 
Kay, McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Mar- 
shall, John  Thonipson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Mil- 
ler, Newhard,  Oliver,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Read,  Reding,  Renchirr,  Picynolds,  Rhett, 
Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw, 
Shields,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter, 
Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson,  VanBuren,  Ward,  Wat- 
terson, Weller,  Westbi-ook,  Joseph  L.  White,  James 
W.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood— 91. 

Absent — thirty-one. 

So,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  as  re- 
quired by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
bill  Has  rejected. 

To-morrow  and  the  two  following  days  having 
been  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  territorial  bu- 
siness, Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  it  be  postponed  till 
next  week,  in  order  that  the  great  tariff  bill  might 
be  again  taken  up  to  morrow,  The  motion  prevailed. 


A  communication  was  received  from  the  secretary 
of  state,  transmitting,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  house,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  reasons  of 
the  president  for  signing  the  apportionment  bill. 

Wr.  Jidams  moved  the  reference  of  the  documents 
to  the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

Pending  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  S. 
Carolina,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jdly  5.  Mr.  Bolts  presented  a  petition 
from  over  2,000  citizens  of  Richmond,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  tariff  of  discriminating  duties.  This,  in 
addition  to  the  one  he  had  the  honor  of  presenting  a 
few  days  ago  from  the  city  of  Petersburg,  he  re- 
garded as  evidences  of  the  salutary  changes  of  opin- 
ion going  on  in  the  south. 

The  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants  was  considered. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Gilmer  and 
Hall,  the  question  was  taken,  the  amendments  agreed 
to,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  revenue  or  tariff  bill. 

The  question  was  now  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Saltonstall,  striking  out  its  first  item,  and  in- 
serting the  bill  as  reported  by  him  from  the  commit- 
tee on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Kennedy  of  Md.,  arose  and  advocated  protec- 
tion, and  suitable  defence  of  American  interests. 

Mr.  Appleton  of  Mass.  followed,  and  scouted  the 
idea  of  attaching  any  sacred  character  to  the  com- 
promise act.     It  has  already  accomplished  its  object. 

Mr.  Saunders  of  N.  C,  followed  on  the  other  side, 
in  a  party  speech. 

Messrs.  Bidtack  of  Pa.,  McKjon,  and  Ingersoll  fol- 
lowed, and 

Mr.  Triplelt  having  obtained  the  floor,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  submitted  a  resolution,  providing 
for  abbreviating  all  general  debate,  in  committee  on 
t!ie  revenue  bill,  on  and  after  Thursday  next,  which 
he  proposed  to  offer  to-morrow  morning. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wed>jesday,  Jcly  6.  Mr.  J\Ieriioether,  from  the 
select  committee  on  that  subject,  made  a  report  re- 
lative to  the  expenses  of  the  Florida  war.  Laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  copy  of  the  reasons  of  tho 
president  for  signing  the  apportionment  bill,  was 
then  called  up. 

Mr.  Cushing  arose  and  spoke  in  defence  of  the 
president's  course.  , 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  admitted  the  right  of  the 
president  to  give  his  reasons  for  signing  a  bill,  but 
denied  that  he  has  the  right  of  filing  those  reasons 
among  the  archives  of  the  country;  he  believed  this 
act  of  the  president  a  dangerous  though  unintention- 
al encroachment  on  the  right  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Botts  contended  that  the  course  of  the  presi- 
dent in  this  respect,  was  calculated  to  excite  a  revo- 
lutionary spirit,  and  that  it  was  highly  reprehensible. 
With  a  view  of  getting  at  the  tariff  bill,  Mr.  B. 
agreed  to  waive  further  remarks  until  another  op- 
portunity. He  therefore  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded.  The  "reasons"  were 
then  referred  to  the  select  committee,  at  whose  re- 
quest they  had  been  transmitted. 

Mr.  Fillmore  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  all  debate  i  i  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  house  bill 
No.  472,  "to  provide  revenue  from  imports  and  to 
change  and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  shall  cease  on 
Monday  next,  the  11th  instant,  at  12  o'clock,  M.  un- 
less the  committee  shall  report  the  bill  sooner  to  the 
house,  and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote 
on  all  pending  amendments  and  all  such  as  may  be 
olfered  thereto,  and  then  report  the  same  to  the 
house. 

The  said  resolution  after  being  amended  on  motion 
of  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  so  as  to  substitute  Tuesday  for 
Monday  was  adopted  by  9S  yeas  to  94  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  il>- 
self  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  "to 
provide  revenue  from  imports  and  to  change  and 
modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  with  the  amendment  pend- 
ing thereto. 

The  debate  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Triplelt,  who  was 
entitled  to  the  floor,  and  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
.Mark  A.  Cooper,  Washington,  aud  Barnard;  after 
which — 

IVIr.  John  Thompson  Mason  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise, 

On  which  motion  no  quorum  votecl.. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Jkcl  was  report- 
ed to  the  house. 

After  an  ineffectual  motion  for  a  call  of  the  house, 
the  house  adjourned. 
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American  Silk.  President  Tyler  appeared  on  the 
foiiilh  of  July,  ill  attire  of  native  silk,  presented  toliim. 

The  progress  of  the  silk  business  in  this  country  is 
onward. 

Proof.  In  Ohio,  in  1S39,  the  bniiniv  paid  to  silk  ?row 
ers  was  only  S71  10;  in  1S41,  $2,631  76  hnnntv  was 
paid.  The  amount  produced  esiimated  at  $3,000  that 
year. 

In  Massachusetts,  in  1S36,  bounty  paid  S3o  20.  In 
1839,  !si439  93.     In  1341.161,675  10. 

In  Pennsylvania,  in  1840,  $2,101  39.  In  1841,  -$4,413- 
35  cents. 

In  New  York,  in  1840  about  2,100  pounds  of  cocoons 
were  raised.     In  1841,  6,426  pounds. 

The  rev.  Frederick  A.  Ross  has  probably  raised  more 
silk  than  any  other  person  in  the  country.  During  the 
last  year  he  sild  300  pounds  of  reeled  silk  in  Burlinaton, 
New  .lersey.  for  9il,fiOO.  A  silk  filature  has  been  recent- 
ly established  in  Philadelphia. 

Ahicansas.  Honorable  Edward  Cross,  Euclid  L. 
Johnson  and  a  Mr.  Evans  are  candidates  for  consT'ess 
in  ihiii  slate — all  Van  Buren  men.  No  whig  candidate 
yet  announced. 

Rev.  George  W.  Brush  has  received  and  accepted 
the  appointment  of  superintendent  of  public  instrtiction 
in  Kentucky.  Mr.  B.  was  formerly  pastor  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  in  Lexington.  Lou,  Jour. 

Coal.  Mr.  Peel  announces  that  the  export  duty  upon 
coal,  under  his  new  tariff,  will  be  two  shillings  instead  of 
four  shillings,  as  at  first  propo.sed.  This  amendment 
was  carried  in  the  commons — ayes  200,  nays  67. 

The  count  de  Las  Cases,  who  accoinpanied  Napo- 
leon in  his  banishment  to  St.  Helena,  died  at  Passy,  in 
France,  on  Monday  the  16th  May. 

Pkofessor  Dcrbin  arrived  at  Havre  in  twenty-lwo 
days  from  New  York,  on  the  19;h  of  May,  alter  a  plea- 
sant voyage  with  Mr.  Sewell;  he  is  now  on  a  tour  upoii 
the  continent. 

Election.  The  official  returns 'of  the  special  election 
in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  for  a  member  of 
con  cress  gives  the  following  tesuli: 

Congress,  1842.  Governor,  1841. 

McKennan.  VV.  3  414  I  Banks,  3,291 

Palierson,  V.  B.  3,187  |  Porter,  3,434 

Whig  majority  237        V.  B.  maj.  143 

Whig  gain  since  last  year,  400.  • 

Exploring  EXPEDITION'.  The  brig  Oregon,  lieut.  com. 
O  Carr,  another  of  the  squadron  (substituted  for  the 
Peacock),  arrived  at  Boston  on  ihe  Istinst.  front  RioJane- 
rio,  which  she  left  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  brig  Por- 
poise, also  bound  home.  Left  at  Rio  the  tj.  S.  ship  of 
the  line  Delaware. 

The  British  surveying  ketch  Arrow,  anived  at  Rio  on 
the  20(h  May,  from  the  Falkland  islands,  where  the 
Terror  and  Erebus,  of  the  British  exploring  squadron 
h^d  arrived  on  the  6th  April  daniaiied  by  a  gale  on  the 
20ih  January,  having  ^one  si.v  miles  further  south  than 
in  the  preceding  voyage.  They  were  still  further  daiuased 
by  a  collision  between  the  ships  in  lai.  66,  44,  in  which 
the  Erebus  suffered  most. 

During  the  absence  of  the  U.-S.  ship  Peacock,  on  the 
exploring  expedition,  and  prior  to  her  loss  at  the  mouili 
of  Columbia  river,  she  is  said  to  have  s.iiled  62,000 
miles.  The  Flying  Fish,  tender  to  Ihe  Vinceunes,  had 
Bailed  78  643  miles  prior  to  her  being  sold  at  Singapore, 
as  unseaworthy.  'I'he  Vincennes  in  her  circuniiiaviga- 
lion  of  the  globe,  sailed  71,000  miles;  equal  to  twenty 
trips  across  die  Atlaniic. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise,  Cadwallader  Ringgold,  lieut. 
com.  parted  with  the  Oregon  three  days  out  from  Rio 
and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  2d  inst.  having  been  3 
years  and  11  months  out,  sailed  95,000  milrs,  sustained 
no  material  injury  or  accident,  an.i  lost  but  two  men  by 
(leaih,  viz:  George  Reynolds,  ordinary  seaman,  antl  Da- 
vid RIogei,  (juarie'-mastcr.  On  Ihe  2Si!i  ult.  she  was 
within  two  clayaof  New  York,  but  detained  by  calms 
and  light  wind. 

Erie  canal  interrupted.  Part  of  the  aqueduct  at 
York  mills,  throe  miles  above  Utica,  fell  in  on  Wednes- 
day last.  The  navigalion  of  the  canal  will  be  suspended 
for  some  days. 

Captain  Bash.  Hall,  with  the  ladies  and  children  of 
his  fiinily,  have  complcied  their  tour  to  Thebes,  Syria, 
the  River  Jordan,  and  the  Red  Sea.  and  are  now  pro- 
ceeding to  Greece  and  Constantinople. 

Hop  Crops.  The  hop  plantations  iu  the  neighborhood 
of  F/ast  Retford  are,  it  is  said,  seriously  afflicted  with 
fly  and  liie;  and  the  occnuiits  from  Sussex,  and  Mid 
and  East  Kent,  are  very  had  indeed.  Similar  reports  are 
almost  invaiialily  circulated  about  this  lime  of  the  year. 
London  puper. 

Liohtships-  a  correspondent  of  a  Liverpool  paper, 
in  a  discussion  on  lightships,  conlends-- 

l«u  Than  an  iron  lightship  can  be  built  to  ride  with 
more  ease  and  safely  ihon  a  wooden  one. 

2d.  That  an  iron  Jighlship  will  be  much  more  durable 
and  cosis  much  less  for  repairs  than  one  of  wood. 

3d.  That  no  injury  ia  tJ  b-  nared  from  corrosion,  hut 
that  much  18  to  be  f<ar      li        .-uch  counsellors  oa  Mr. 


Tobin.  who  will  by  no  means  hear  of  any  thing  in  the 
uay  of  improvement. 

4:h.  That  iron  vessels  which  have  not  endured  double 
the  fatigue  and  lasted  double  the  time  of  wood  ones, 
have  not  been  properly  built. 

Maine  wmo-  state  convention  and  nominations.  A 
whig  stale  convention  assembled  at  Portsmouth,  Maine, 
last  week.  The  hon.  L.  S.  Cutler  presided.  The 
whig  politicians  say  that  the  nimost  feeling  of  harmony 
and  unanimity  prevailed.  The  hon.  Edward  Robinson, 
of  Thomaston,  was  unanimously,  and  by  :icclamati-m, 
put  in  nomination  as  the  whig  candidate  for  governor. 
Spirited  resolutions,  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the 
whigs  of  Maine,  w«re  unanimously  adopted.  The  hon. 
Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  was  recommended  as  the 
whig  candidate  for  president  of  the  United  Stales.  His 
name  was  announced  amidst  great  applause.  Some 
very  tible  speeches  were  made  upon  the  present  position 
of  poliiical  affairs. 

Malmaison.  The  Dowager  Queen  of  Spain,  Chris- 
tina, has  purchased  Malmaison,  ihe  former  residence  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  the  Empress  Josephine. 

Maryland  waiG  state  convention.  The  whigcen 
tral  commitiee  have  reqnesled  the  whigs  of  the  state  to 
appoint  delegates  to  a  convention,  to  assemble  on  the 
24th  of  August  next,  at  the  city  of  Baliimore,  fir  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and 
consulting  upon  the  political  aff'.iirs  of  the  state. 

MiDSBiPiWEN.  The  hoard  of  examination  which  met 
at  Philadelphia  on  ihe  13ih  ult.  afer  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  relative  claims  of  the  candidates,  have  passed 
the  following  gentlemen  in  the  order  a-signed  them: 

1.  Thomas  M.  Crosstn,       19.  .Tnhn  Brooks, 

2.  Thomas   Holdup    Ste-    20.  John  H.  Brown, 

vens,  21,  Ed.  Fitzgerald  Beale, 

3.  Charles  Sinkler,  22.  Francis  Alexander, 

4.  Catesby     Ap      Roger     23.  Willianl  C.  Bolton,  S. 

Jones,  Porter, 

5.  .Tames  L.  Blair,  24.  Clias.  R.  Smith, 

6.  Thomas  H.  Patterson,  25    Ed.  Tatnall  Nicols. 

7.  Francis  K.  Murray,     '  26.  Thus.  L.  Kinloch, 

8.  Silas  Bent,  27.  .I5hn  P.  Decatur, 

9.  .fnhn  C.  Hewell,  28.   Hambleton  F.  Porter, 

10.  Edward  Higgins,  29.  Edward  L.  Winder, 

11.  Wm.  Elias  Boudinot,      30.  John  K.  Duer, 

12.  Van    Rensselaer  Mor-     31.  Henry  A.  Clemson, 

gan,  32.  Richard  Allison, 

13.  Mndison  Rush,  33.  James  W.  Ripley, 
14    Daniel  Animen,  34.  Israel  C.  Wait, 
13.  Henry  Rolando,  35.  .Tohn  H.  Parker, 

16.  Andrew  Weir,  36.  Wm.  B.  Mn.se, 

17.  John  S.  Taylor,  37.  Geo.  M.  Rogers, 

18.  Isaac  N.  Morri.s, 

Navy  department,  July  1,  1842. 

New  York  corporation.  The  court  of  errors  rn  the 
1st  inst.  unanimously  confirmed  the  decision  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  New  York  in  the  mandamus  case,  lo 
compel  the  mnyor  to  swearin  the  whig  officers.  Each 
of  the  judges  delivered  formal  ofiinions. 

The  common  council  on  the  6.h  ins',  proceeded  to  bu- 
siness accordingly,  and  a  change  of  the  officers  of  the 
police  will  be  the  consequence. 

Assistant  alderman  Scoles  has  iniroduced  resolutions 
for  impeaching  ihe  maj'or. 

A  naval  general  court  martial  is  now  in  ses.sion, 
on    board  of  the  United  Stales  ship  North  Carolina,  in 
New  York  harbor,  composed  of  the  following  members: 
Captain  Francis  H.  Gregory,  presidenL 
"      Silas  H.  Siringham. 
"      Samuel  L.  Breese. 
Com'der  Hiram  Paulding. 

"     William  J.  McCluney. 
"      E.  W.  Carpender. 
"      WiliiamD.  Newman. 
Philip  Hamilioii,  judge  advocate. 

New  Orleans.  The  Picnvune  of  June  26,  remarks: 
"There  are  now  ll«pre  hundred  paiients  in  the  Charity 
hospiia!.  Tl'.e  disease  most  -faial  among  them  is  ihe 
congestive  fever-'' 

Oil.  Importation  into  the  United  Stales  during  Mav 
184'2— S|>erni,  24,930  barrels;  whale,  43  330  barrels — 
Sliips  24,  barks  10,  brigs  4,  schooners  2.  Tonnage 
11,300.  ^ 

Pennsylvania  funded  debt.    The  funded  debt  of  the 
stale  of  Peniisvlvania  is  held  as  foilows: 
By  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  $9,635,613  47 

By  citizens  ol  other  states  of  this  Union,      1,080,537  00 
By  suhjectsof  Great  Britain,  20  026,453  00 

By  subjects  of  other  foreign  kingdoms,  3,711,748  00 


Total  amount  of  funded  debt, 


*34,67 1,356  47 


Rhode  Island.  The  triumph  of  iho  legal  authorities 
appears  to  be  complete.  A  general  review  of  the  troops 
took  place  at  Providence  on  the  1st  inst.  Every  prepa- 
raiioit  has  been  mtide  lo  detach  large  f  irces  of  mourned 
men  in  any  direction  that  may  be  ihreatened,  at  a  mo- 
ments, warning. 

The  general  assembly  has  passed  resolutions  for  pay- 
ing  off  the  iroons.  Expenses  of  the  war  are  estimated 
ai  SO  to  SIOO.OUO.  Resolutions  have  also  lieen  adopted 
providing  for  examining  and  disjiosiug  of  the  prisoners. 

The  exanlinaiiou  of  the  prisoners  is  progressing,  and 
a  lai'OT  poriinn  of  them  are  discharged,  as  miserable  de- 
luded wretches.  Thomas  F.  Carpenter,  ia  the  only  re- 
cent arrest  we  have  noticed. 


Rail  road  items.  The  Russian  government  is  nego- 
tiating a  loan  of  two  millions  sterling  with  the  house  of 
.Siieghiz,  to  execute  the  railroad  between  St.  Petersburg 
and  AIoscov,', 

The  Housatonic  Rail  Road  company  have  assigned 
their  effects  to  the  city  of  Bridjepori.  Indebleduess  of 
the  concern  S40,000. 

The  Camden  and  Amhoy  Rail  Road  company,  during 

the  last  year,  have   received  5760,255  23 

And  expended  355,538  76 

Profit  $404,716  43 

Of  this,  $189  590  63  was  paid  for  accruing  interest 
upon  loans.  leaving  S215,U6  79  to  be  divided  to  stock- 
holders— equal  to  7-42.100  percent. 

Seizures.  From  the  British  custom  house  it  appears 
that  in  1841  the  f  illowing  seizures  were  made: — Brandy 
12  839  gallons;  geneva  2,196  gallons;  rum  190  gallons; 
and  wines  251  gallons. 

Stage  coaches  in  the  desert.  The  London  pa- 
pers announce  by  advertisement,  the  establishment 
of  a  stage-coach  communication  between  Cairo  and 
Suez!  Here,  says  the  London  Athenaeum,  is  the 
march  of  civilization.  But  a  few  years  since,  it  was 
supposed  that  camels  or  dromedaries,  from  their 
power  of  enduring  thirst,  could  alone  traverse  those 
arid  plains,  and  penetrate  the  solitude  of  the  desert. 
Now*  we  have  hotels  established  at  regular  intervals, 
with  relays  of  horses,  and  a  coach  running,  which 
performs  the  journey  regularly  in  about  eighteen 
hours.  The  announcement  at  the  close  of  the  ad- 
vertisement is  amusing:  "Refreshment  and  provi- 
sionssupplied  in  the  desert  at  very  moderate  charges." 

A.N  IRON  steamboat,  intended  for  the  coal  trade  on  the 
Delaware  and  Rariian  canal,  was  1-iunched  in  N.  York 
on  Wednesday.  She  is  of  230  tons  burthen,  and  is  fur- 
nished with  Erickson's  propeller. 

Thames  tunnel.  The  v  hole  of  the  Thames  tunnel, 
1,172  feet  in  length,  is  now  completed,  and.  so  soon  as 
Ihe  stair  case  on  the  Wappiiig  side  is  erected,  will  be 
opened  as  a  public  thoroughfare. 

The  TARIFF  bill  is  slill  under  discussion  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  but  according  to  decisions  of  the 
house  the  discussion  is  to  terminate  in  commi'iee  and 
they  arc  to  proeceed   to  vote   upon  the   bill  on  Tuesday 

Tennessee  banks.  The  Nashville  Banner  of  the  29ih 
ult.  savs;  "We  are  authorized  and  requested  by  the  pro- 
per officers  to  announce  ihat  the  banks  in  Tennesse--,  and 
their  branches,  will  resume  specie  payments  on  the  fiist 
day  of  August  next.'' 

Trade.  The  New  York  Express  says: — Private  let- 
ters from  England  represent  trade  and  business  in  the 
raaui.facturing  districts  as  gelling  worse.  '  Many  of  the 
manufactories  had  stopped.  Cotton  was  depressed,  antl 
freights  of  every  description  were  lower  in  England  than 
was  ever  known.  Vessels  were  taking  dry  goods  lo 
America  f.jr  six  shillings  per  ton;  thirty  shillings  h.ns 
been  the  cusloniiiry  price. 

University  Hall,  (Camhridge)  blown  up.  About  two 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  this  hall,  near- 
ly nevv,  and  one  of  the  best  of  the  college  buildings,  was 
blown  up.  Some  villain,  yet  undiscovered  introtiuced  a 
bomb  shell,  and  set  tire  to  the  fuse.  It  exploded  with  j 
a  tremendous  effect  carrying  away  most  the  upper  part  j 
of  the  house. 

The  only  person  in  it  at  the  time  was  the  baker  \vhf> 
slept  there  in  charge  of  the  building.  He  escaped  seri- 
ous injury. 

Queen  Victoria  has  made  her  first  excursion  upon  a 
railwav.  Accompanied  by  Prince  Albert  she  removed 
from  Windsor  to  Buckingham  palace,  by  steam,  on  ihe 
Sih  June — per  the  Great  Western  railway. 

Vegetable  Ivokv.  It  is  said  that  the  French  disco- 
very ships  have  introduced,  from  the  s^'uth  seas,  a  nev7 
vegetaiile,  resembling  ihe  cocoa  nut,  but  much  smaller. 
When  ihe  ouicr  shell  is  removed,  the  iulerior  presents 
the  appearance,  and  possesses  all  the  propenie-s,  "f  the 
finest  ivoi-y.  lit  the  manufacture  of  articles  lo  which  iif' 
size  is  adapted,  it  is  supposed  that  this  vegetable  product 
will  entirely  supercede  the  more  cos  ly  lonih  of  iheele' 
phani.  \_Soulhern  Plinler. 

Wood.  A  London  publication,  some  years  since; 
gave  the  following  staieinent  of  the  comparaiive  sirengtii 
of  differeni  kinds  of  wood,  on  ihe  authority  of  Colonel, 
Beanfoy, 

Pit.h  Pine,  called  1,000;  English  Oak,  with  straight  and 
f\cn  fibres,  930;  do.  irregular  and  cross  grained,  867j 
Rii'a  Kir,  782;  and  Uanizic  Oak,  663. 

liarlow,  on  Ihe  sirength  of  liniher,  gives  the  following 
comparative  siaiement.  Timber  two  inches  squarej, 
sustains  the  iiillowing  weights,  five  feet  from  the  fulcnmi 
Riga  Fir,  169  pounds;  yellow  pine,  13-J  pound;  pitci,, 
pine,  256  pounds;  while  pine,  109  pounds;  ash,  217;  leakT 
261  pounds.  ! 

Four  feel  from  the  fulcrum,  Dantzic  oak,  167  pnnnds;' 
riga  fir.  202  p.iunds;  pitch  pine,  272  pounds;  English  oakj 
21 1  and  253  pounds. 

Wild  Pigeons.  New  sverulolion.  3,000  live  wild 
pigeons,  will  arrive  at  5  o  clock  this  afieriioon,  at  th^ 
depol  of  the  Western  rail  road,  by  tlie  freight  trailV 
from  .\lbanv  These  pieeons  were  taken  in  Michigait 
a  lew  I  ■•  "9  since,  and  are  in  fine  condition.  l 

[BostiKi  Timts. 
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m=The  reply  of  Mr.  H'cis(fr,  Secretary  of  State, 
to  the  note  of  the  Mexican  Minister  published  in  this 
nuraber,  was  communicated  to  congress  on  the  14th 
instant  by  the  president,  and  will  be  inserted  in  our 
next. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  George  Wris/iiii^ioii  to  Edmund 
Pendleton,  23rf,  Sept.  1793. 
"You  do  me  no  more  than  justice  when  you  sup- 
pose that  from  motives  of  respect  to  the  legislature, 
(and  I  might  add,  from  myinlerpretalion  of  the  constilu- 
lion,)  I  give  my  sigrature  to  many  bills  with  which 
my  jv^lgment  is  at  variance.  In  saying  this,  however, 
I  allude  to  no  particular  act.  From  the  nature  of  the 
constitution  I  mnst  approve  all  the  parts  of  a  bill  or 
reject  it  in  toto.  To  do  the  latter  can  only  be  justified 
upon  the  clear  and  obvious  ground  of  propriety,  and 
I  never  had  such  a  confidence  in  my  own  faculty  of 
judging  as  to  be  ever  tenacious  of  the  opinions  I  have 
imbibed  in  doubtful  cases." 

BUSINESS  TR.\NSACTED.  That  the  unhappy 
difference  of  opinion  and  views  between  (he  execu- 
tive and  legislative  departments  of  government  as  to 
•  some  of  the  most  important  measures  now  pressing 
upon  their  attention  has  seriously  obstructed  the  pro- 
gress of  the  business  of  the  session,  and  now  renders 
it  quite  doubtful  whether  there  is  any  probability  of 
reconciling  those  differences,  is  too  true. — yet  the 
members  cannot  fairly  be  chargeable  with  neglect- 
ing the  duties  of  legislation,  if  we  compare  the  busi- 
ness they  have  transacted,  with  the  business  transact- 
ed by  any  previous  congress  in  the  same  length  of 
time.  The  house  of  representatives  in  the  last  (the 
26th)  congress,  it  was  ascertained  on  examination,  had 
done  more  business  and  done  it  faster  than  any  tliat 
had  precedtd  it.  Comparing  the  business  done  during 
the  long  session  of  that  congress,  up  to  the  24th  .lune, 
with  the  business  done  to  the  24th  June  by  the  pre- 
sent house,  we  have  the  following  result: 

26i/i  Cong.     2TiA  Cong-. 
Bills  reported  460  514 

Bills  passed  the  house  202  '  222 

Senate  bills  passed  the  house        21  32 

Printed  reports  of  committees     629  881 

This  comparison  in  favor  of  the  present  session  as 
to  the  iii^fc  of  business  transacted,  would  be  eclipsed 
altogether  if  we  compare  the  relative  imymr/uncc,  and 
intrinsic  difficiUties  surrounding  the  questions  which 
have  required  the  attention  and  most  deliberate  exa- 
mination of  the  members;  for  instance,  besides  the 
adjustment  of  a  general  tariff' of  duties,  of  itself  a  to- 
pic for  a  whole  session,  the  investigation  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditures,  the  proposed  reduction  of  our  civil, 
military  and  naval  disbursements,  the  bankrupt  bill, 
saved  by  the  skin  of  its  teeth,  the  bill  which  passed 
the  senate  last  week  after  an  elaborate  di-scussion, 
designed  to  obviate  the  recurrence  in  future  of  such 
conflicts  between  the  general  government  and  the 
state  authorities,  as  was  experienced  in  the  case  of 
McLeod;  the  apportionment  bill,  &.c.  &.c.  &.c. 

FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


train  to  secure  payment  from  the  other  three  states. 
The  British  negociators  were  peremptory. 

American  claims.  Tlie  Belize  Gazette  of  the  4th 
inst.  contains  the  following  very  improbable  state- 
ment respecting  a  retaliation  for  a*robb6ry  commit- 


CENTP^AL  AMElUtlA. 
British  claims.  Rear  admiral  sir  Charles  Ada 
reached  the  Belize  on  the  13th  June,  in  the  Illustri- 
ous 74,  to  assist  the  British  superintendent  in  enlbr- 
cing  the  payment  of  the  British  claims.  Ca(i-rera  and 
the  members  of  the  government  at  Guatemala  had 
given  assurances  of  the  immediate  payment  of  their 
quota,  and  similar  assurances  had  been  received  from 
the  authorities  of  Honduras — and  measures  were  in 
\  ol.  XIl-SiG.  20. 


zetle  with  several  interesting  documents  lately  is- 
sued by  the_Mexican  governmei.t,  and  published  in 
the  Diario,  at  Mexico.  They  are  all  aimed  against 
Texas,  and  against  the  Unil'ed  States  for  allowing  so 
much  aid  as  has  been  given  to  Texas  by  American 


ted  by  Manuel  Quixano  of  the  custom-house,  in  St.   citizens  within  the  United  States 

John's  river:  The  first  paper  is  a  circular  to  Mexican  diplomn- 

We  learn  that  a  U.  S.  sloop  of  war,  sent  out  by  tic  and  consular  agents  in  Europe  and  America.  It 
the  president  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  a  states  the  constant  solicitude  and  recent  preparations 
robbery  committed  on  the  brig  Galen,  had  arrived  i  of  the  Mexican  government  for  the  "re-conquest  of 
in  San  Juan's  river.  The  commander,  having  as- ( the  department  ot  Texas;"  complains  that  "the  go- 
certained  the   facts  of  the    case,   landed   a   party  of  j  vernment  and  suljordinate  and   local   authorities"  of 

lors  and  marines,  took  possession  of  the  best  goods    the    United   States  have   "tolerated  tranquilly,  con- 


in  the  custom-house  and -conveyed  them  on  board  the 
sloop  of  war.  He  demanded  also  a  sum  of  money, 
but  as  it  was  not  immediately  paid  he  got  under  way 
for  a  cruise,  promising  to  return  in  a  fortnight,  when 
it  must  be  forthcoming  or  he  would  take  other  mea- 
sures. 

Lopez  had  resigned  the  presidency  of  Guatemala. 
It  was  offered  to  Carrera,  to  whom  Mr.  Stevens  has 
introduced  us  in  his  travels — h'e  declined  the  respon- 
sibility. Senor  Rivera  Paz  was  then  chosen.  Vigo- 
fforts  are  making  to  encounter  Morazan. 


tentediy,  and  impassively  the  numerous  pirblic  meet- 
ing which  are  held,  the  armaments  and-t>ther-aids  of 
war  that  her  citizens  send  constantly  to  Texas;" 
and  announces  t|iat  Santa  Anna  has  "protested 
formally  and  repeatedly  against  such  an  open  vio- 
lation of  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  of  the  treaties  of  friendship  which  had  been 
tormed." 

Enclosed  in  this  circular  are  circulars  addressed  to 
the  diplomatic  ministers  of  England,  France,  Spain, 
I  Prussia,  and  the  United   Slates,  and  a  special  note 


Belgian  coloniz.ition.  The  Courier  des  Elats  i  addressed  to  the  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  secretary  of 
Unis,  says:  "The  company  formed  in  Belgium  tojco- '  state  of  the  United  States,  both  dated,  on  the  31st  of 
Ionize  a  part  of  Central  America,  sent  at  the  end  of  May.  These  papers  are  directed  to  be  published  as 
last  year  a  committee  to  examine  the  land,  and  to  j  fully  as  possible,  by  the  Mexican  agents,  throughout 
make  choice  of  a  suitable  place  for  forming  an  esta-    Europe  and  America. 

blishment.  The  members  of  this  commission  are  i  Tlie  circular  addressed  to  foreign  ministers  is  full 
now  in  New  York,  on  their  return  to  Europe.  The  j  of  reproaches  against  the  United  States  for  having 
objects  of  the  mission  have  been  successfully  aceom- j  suffered,  in  the  presence  of  its  authorities,  the  re^ 
plished.  M.  Colonel  Puydt,  chief  of  the  expedition,  j  cruiting  and  arming  of  volunteers  and  furnishing  of 
has  obtained  from  the  government  of  Guatemala  the  munitions  of  war  against  Mexico  and  on  behalf  of 
concession  of  the  district  known  under  the  name  of  ]  Texas;  states  the  forma!  and  repeated  protest  of 
Santo  Thomas,  situated  between  the  river  Montagna  Mexico  against  these  breaches  of  the  law  of  nations 
and  lake  Isabel.  On  this  territory  is  comprised  the  '  and  the  faith  of  treaties;  and  recites  that  these  ex- 
bay  of  St.  Thomas  of  Castile,  at  the  bottom  of  the  j  planations  are  made  to  the  end  that  the  other  govern- 
gulf  of  Honduras.  If  the  account  published  by  Mr.  mcnts  may  be  apprised  of  such  acts,  and  know  that 
.Montgomery,  envoy  of  tiie  U.  States  to  Guatemala  !  "Mexico,  without  desiring  to  disturb  the  relations 
in  1838,  may  be  credited,  this  bay  may  become  one;  which  subsist  with  the  United  States,  v.'ell  knows 
of  the  finest  ports  in  the  world,  and  the  surrounding  j  how  it  may  be  proper  to  manifest  and  cause  to  be 
lands  are  highly  favorable  for  the  site  of  a  great  city,  j  appreciated  the  justice  which  accompanies  her,  and 
which  by  its  proximity  with  the  Montagna,  naviga-  which  she  considers  based  upon  the  'aw  of  nations — 
ble  in  a  considerable  part  of  its  course,  will  in  a  |  making  use  of  all  that  her  honor  and  di.;nit¥  impera- 
short  time   acquire   a  commercial    importance  very  |  tively  demand."  [JV.  Y.  Stand. 

desirableforthestatesofCentral  America.  Itisthere,  We  copv  from  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com. 
it  is  said,  that  the  Belgian  company  proposes  to  es- j  nierce  the  "following  translation  of  a  letter,  address- 
tablish  its  colony,  and  to  open  a  communication  with  1  ed  by  the  .secrelary'of  state  of  the  republic  of  Mexi- 
the  Montagna  by  either  a  road  or  canal  of  only  four  ,  co  lo  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  but 
leagues  length.     There   is  reason  to  believe  if  these  |  pubjished  at  Mexico  before  it  had   left  that  country 


projects  succeed,  with  the  chances  in  its  favor,  whici 
the  patient  character  and  laborious  habits  of  the  Bel- 
gians-promise, that  Central  Auicrjca  will  arouse  from 
the  torpor  in  which  she  has  been  dormant  since  the 
Spanish  conquest."  The  correctness  of  this  state- 
ment is  doubted  by  some  of  the  New  York  papers. 

A  Belgian  journal  contains  the  following  fanciful 
passage:  "To  ensure  permanent  peace  upon  the  con- 
tinent, the  great  powers,  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  assuring  colonies  to  all  the  people  of  Europe,  are 
about  to  re-assemble  in  congress  at  Ai.x  la  Chapel  le, 
to  make  a  partition  of  the  immense  and  fertile  lands 
yet  unoccupied  upon  the  globe.  Every  nation  will 
be  legally  in  possession  of  a  territory  equal  to  that 
of  the  mother  country,  and  will  obtain  a  right  of 
protection  by  contribution  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
neutral  fleet,  destined  for  the  police  of  the  seas,  and 
to  defend  the  colonists,  agafnst  the  attacks  of  which 
they  may  be  the  object,  as  well  as  to  exercise  the 
right  of  visit." 

MEXICO. 

The  brig  Petersburg  has  brought  dates  from  Vera 
Cruz  of  10th,  and  Mexico  of  6th  ult  lo  N.  York. 

The  constituent  congress  assembled  on  the  1st  June 
in  virtue  of  the  lav/  of  convocation  decreed  by  the 
provisional  president.  The  first  10  days  would  be 
occupied  in  verifying  the  powers  of  the  deputies. 

The  military  forces  a.ssembled  by  Santa  Anna  at 
great  pains,  amount  not  to  60  as  had  been  reported, 
but  to  35,000  men  at  nicst.  They  are  destined  in  ap- 
pearance for  the  invasion  of  Texas,  the  old  object 
always  projected,  never  realized  and  which  will  end 
in  smoke.  They  are  designed  by  Sania  Anna  to  mai;i- 
tain  his  own  power  at  home. 

The  United  States  frigate  Macedonian  has  arrived 
at  Pensacola  from  Vera  Cruz.  When  she  left,  the 
yellow  lever  was  very  bad,  deaths  30  or  40  per  day, 
and  was  very  bad  also  at  Tampico.  Commodore 
WMkinsan  furnished  the  editor  of  the  Pensaccla  Ga- 


on  its  way  to  the  United  States: 

.yalional  palace,  Mexico,  J\[jy  31,  1S43. 

A  few  days  since,  the  undersigned,  minister  of  fo- 
reign relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  had  the  ho- 
nor to  address  the  honorable  secretary  of  state  of  the 
United  States,  protesting  formally  to  that  republic, 
in  the  name  of  his  excellency  the  provisional  presi- 
dent, against  the  continual  hostilities  and  aggressions 
committed  by  citizens  of  those  states  upon  the  Mexi- 
can territory.  A  favorable  change  might  have  been 
hoped  for  in  consequence;  but  it  seems  necessary,  by 
reason  of  a  continuance  oi'  those  aggressions,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  honorable  secretary  of  state  to 
the  subject  anew,  on  account  of  th?  undeniable  to- 
lerance which  has  been  ajnd  continues  to  be  extended 
to  the  enemies  of  a  nation  sincerely  friendly,  and 
bound  by  the  solemn  treaty  compacts  which  unite 
the  two  republics. 

In  that  note,  after  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  se- 
cretary the  circumspection  with  which,  ever  since 
the  revolution  in  Texas  broke  out,  the  government  of 
Mexico  has  endeavored  to  conduct  its  relations  with 
the  United  States  in  order  to  avoid  a  rupture  between 
two  nations  which,  on  account  of  their  importance 
and  othei'  grave  considerations,  seemed  destined  ti> 
control  the  policy  and  destiny  of  the  vast  and  fertile 
American  continent,  the  undersigned  flattered  him- 
self with  the  idea  that  the  cabinet  of  Washington 
would  not  protect,  either  openly  or  secretly,  nor  in 
any  v/ay,  the  scandalous  usurpation  of  a  part  of  our 
acknowledged  national  territory.  But  he  has  the 
pain  to  infer  from  the  acts  palpable  to  the  whole 
world,  that  the  said  cabinet,of  the  United  States  and 
the  subordinate  and  local  authorities  are  pursuing  a 
course  of  conduct  entirely  contrary  to  the  most  sa- 
cred principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  l!ie  so- 
lemn treaties  of  Iriendship  which  exist  between  the 
two  nations.  Of  this,  sutficient  evidence  is  aiforded 
by  the  allowance  of  noisy  political  meetings  at   vari- 
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ous  places  in  said  states,  the  preparation  of  arma- 
ments, the  embarkation  of  large  numbers  of  volun- 
teers, end  llie  disposition  and  endeavor,  as  far'as  con- 
venient and  practicable,  to  aid  the  Texians,  and  pro- 
mote the  invasion  of  a  neighboring  and  friendly  re- 
public. 

Such  conduct  the  Mexican  government  cannot 
comprehend;  and  although  animated  with  a  sincere 
desire  that  the  relations  now  happily  existing  be- 
tween this  republic  and  tlie  United  States  may  not 
suftijrthe  least  alteration,  it  feels  bound  in  frankness 
to  repeat,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  its  former  pro- 
test against  the  tolerance  before 
nuance  of  wiiich  it  will  regard  a 
hostility  against  this  republic,  e 
conduct  as  justice,  its  own  mterc 
dignity  may  demand. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  secretary  will  be 
pleased  to  reply  as  promptly  as  the  importance  of  the 
subject  demands,  and  avails  himself  of  the  opportu- 
nity to  repeat  to  him  the  assurances  of  the  distin- 
guished consideration  with  which  he  subscribes  him- 
self your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  MARIA  DE  BOCANEGRA. 


mentioned,  a  conti- 

a    positive  act   of 

id  will  regulate  its 

ts,  and  the  national 


FOREIGN    ITEMS. 

■  Sleamnnvwation  on  the  Danvhe.  In  1841,  the  num- 
ber of  travellers  by  steam  on  this  river  was  170,078, 
and  the  weight  of  merchand  isc  transported  was  5 1 3,576 
quintals;  being  an  increase  of  44,785  travellers  and  of 
144,913  quintals,  over  the  preceding  year.  We  note 
these  facts  with  the  more  satisfaction,  as  a  few  years 
agotbisgreat  artery  of  navigation  from  the  east  to  the 
west  of  Europe  was  not  ploughed  by  a  single  vessel. 
This  river  is  therefore  destined  to  perform  a  grand  part 
in  the  commercial  movement  of  Europe  with  the  east. 
In  fact,  when  the  canal  "Louis,"  in  the  construction 
of  which  Bavaria  is  engaged  with  so  commendable  a 
perseverance  shall  join  the  Mayne  and  Danube,  the 
Rhine  will  find  itself  in  direct  water  communication 
with  the  Black  sea;  and  who  can  calculate  the  fruit- 
ful consequences  of  such  a  comnuinication,  the  dream 
in  time  gone  of  Charlemagne. 

English  emigration.  Lord  Stanly  has  lately  intro- 
duced into  parliament  a  bill,  which  if  adopted  w-ill 
exercise  a  new  influence  on  the  direction  of  emigra- 
tion and  will  have  the  effect  of  turning  the  current 
of  the  poorer  classes  to  the  Australian  colonies  in- 
stead of  America,  and  permit  those  only  of  rather 
hit'her  means  to  the  latter  country.  By  the  United 
States  laws  which  permit  foreign  vessels  to  transport 
two  individuals  to  five  tons,  the  passage  of  a  family 
of  six  individuals  from  England  to  the  United  States 
would  cost  =<'21  sterling  or  ^105;  while  by  the  Eng- 
lish laws  which  permit  every  vessel  to  transport  four 
individuals  to  six  tons  the  passage  of  a  similar  family 
lo  Quebec  or  Halifax  would  cost  only  =f6  or  §30. 
This  difference  of  price  causes  most  of  the  English 
emin-rants  to  ship  for  Canada  or  Nova  Scotia,  whence 
the/make  their  way  by  land  to  the  states.  But  the 
British  government  desires  the  emigration  to  be  di- 
rected lo  her  Asiatic  or  Australian  colonies,  as  it 
perfectly  comprehends  the  resources  that  might  be 
drawn  from  those  fertile  lands  and  begins  lo  fear  se- 
riously for  the  fate  of  its  po.ssessions  in  America.  To 
obtain  this  purpose,  the  bill  of  Lord  Stanly  proposes 
to  assimilate  the  laws  of  transport  to  Canada  to  those 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  reduce  the  duties  impos- 
ed on  the  vessels  which  go  to  Quebec  or  Halifax. 
If  then  a  family  of  six  ran  be  transported  to  Austra- 
lia for  <j35  instead  of  105  which  a  voyage  lo  Ameri- 
ca would  cost,  it  is  evident  that  if  they  could  not  pay 
the  latter,  which  is  the  case  with  nine-tenllis  of  Eng- 
lish emigrants,  Ihey  will  be  obliged  to  choose  the 
former.  Thus  the  poorer  classes  will  be  left  two 
alternatives,  either  to  remain  at  home  and  die  of 
hun'^or  or  to  go  and  enjoy  abundance  in  the  fertile 
countries  of  New  Holland,  New  Zealand,  Van  Die- 
man's  land,  or  a  host  of  other  islands  in  the  same 
zone.  [Sec. 
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THE  ARMY. 

CKNKHAL    OKIIERS,  NO.   40. 

Head  iiaartirs  «/  tln'  nntiy,  ailfl  gcnl's  ojjite. 

mishington,  .My  12,  1842. 

I.  The  general-in-chicf  has  received  the  follow- 
in°-  order  through  the  department  of  war: 

Will-  ((i/wrlmcvif,  July  U,  1842. 

The  great  iniproveinent  which  has  been  made  in 
the  facility  of  intercourse  between  the  scat  of  gov- 
ernment and  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  Union 
since  the  organization  of  military  divisions,  renders 
rorccspoiideiice  between  the  general  head  quarters  of 
the  army  and  the  military  geogra|ihical  departments 
so  rapid,  that  divisions  an;  deemed  no  longer  neces- 
sary. The  circuitous  transiuissioii  of  iinporlant 
coininunicalions  caused  by  that  organization  has 
sometimes  been  found  inconvenient  to  the  public  ser- 


vice, and  may  prove  seriously  detrimental.  In  view, 
therefore,  of  the  great  importance  of  a  direct, 
prompt,  and  immediate  correspondence  between  the 
executive  and  the  major  general  commanding  the 
army  on  the  one  part,  and  Ihe  commanders  of  the 
several  military  departments  on  the  other,  the  presi- 
dent directs  that  the  two  military  geographical  divi- 
sions be  discontinued. 

Circumstances  have  varied  so  much  since  the  mili- 
tary geographical  departments  were  established  that 
a  new  arrangement  has  become  expedient;  and  the 
major  general  commanding  the  army  will  therefore 
report  for  the  approbation  of  the  president  such  a 
plan  for  districting  the  United  States  into  military 
departments,  with  a  commander  to  each,  not  exceed- 
ing ten,  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  with  a  view  to 
the  direction  of  the  military  force  which  may  at  any 
time  be  employed  within  them. 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 

II.  The  following  arrangement  of  military  geo- 
graphical departments  having  been  duly  submitted 
and  approved,  under  the  foregoing  instructions,  the 
same  is  hereby  published  for  the  government  of  the 
army: 

Department  .Xo.  1 — West  Florida,  and  the  states  of 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Tennessee,  and 
Kentucky  head  quarters,  from  Ihe  1st  of  November 
to  the  30th  of  June,  in  each  year,  at  New  Orleans, 
and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  at  the  bay  of  St. 
Louis,  or  Baton  Rouge,  as  the  commander  may  elect. 

Department  M.  2 — .The  country  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, north  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  and  south  of 
37th  degree  of  north  latitude.  Headquarters,  Fort 
Smith. 

Department  J\ro.  3 — The  state  of  Missouri,  (above 
the  37th  degree  of  north  latitude),  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois, Ihe^  Iowa  territory,  that  part  of  Ihe  Wiskonsan 
territory  west  of  the  13th  degree  of  longitude  west 
from  Washington,  and  the  Indian  country  north  and 
west  of  the  lines  indicated.  Headquarters,  Jeffer- 
son Barracks. 

Department  J^o.  4 — The  states  of  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Michigan,  the  part  of  the  Wiskonsan  territory 
not  included  in  department  No.  3,  and  the  Indian 
country  north.     Headquarters,  Detroit. 

Department  M.  5 — The  states  of  Pennsylvania,  N. 
York,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  R. 
Island.     Headquarters,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Department  ,;Vo.  6 — The  states  of  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Maine.  Headquarters,  Port- 
land. 

Department  M.  1 — The  states  of  Delaware,  Ma- 
ryland, and  Virginia.     Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe. 

Department  A'b.  8 — The  states  of  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  Headquarters,  Sulli- 
van's Island,  harbor  of  Charleston. 

Department  JVb.  9 — (Temporary.)  East  and  Mid- 
dle Florida.     Headquarters  in  the  field. 

III.  Brevet  Major  General  Gaines  is,  for  the  pre- 
sent, assigned  to  department  No.  1.  and  Brigadier 
General  VVool  to  department  No.  .'i. 

IV.  The  senior  oflicer  in  command  of  troops  in  a 
department  will  command  such  depailment  until  an 
olficer  of  higher  rank  shall  be  sent  to  the  same. 

V.  Commanders  of  the  respective  departments 
svill  not  leave  their  headquarters,  on  tours  of  in- 
spection, without  giving  the  earliest  notice  thereof 
(in  anlicipation,  if  practicable)  to  general  headquar- 
ters. They  will  also  promptly  report  their  return, 
together  with  such  observations  on  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  troops  and  the  frontiers  inspected,  as  the 
good  of  the  service  and  the  general  regulations  for 
the  army  may  require. 

R.  JONES,  ailj.  gen. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott: 

THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Warr«n,  at  Norfolk,  has  changed 
officers,  commander  W.  M.  Armstrong  succeeds  com- 
mander Williamson.  T.  Turner,  O.  S.  Gilson  and 
J.  A.  Winslow,  are  his  lieutenants. 

U.  S.  ships  Fairfield,  Com.  Morgan,  and  Preble, 
capt.  Voorhees,  arrived  at  GibraTlar  May  28,  and 
sailed  same  day,  destination  not  reported.        .    ■• 

A  marine  on  board  the  United  States  frigate  Con- 
gress, at  Portsmouth,  got  asleep  on  his  post,  fell 
ovei'hoord  and  was  drowned  on  the  1st  iiist. 

BRITISH    NAVY. 

-A  late  English  paper,  in  an  article  on  the  subject 
of  the  British  naval  preparations  for  war,  says:  'The 
determination  of  I'rancu  to  build  seventy-three  steam 
frigates  above  the  size  of  Ihose  in  the  British  navy 
has  given  our  government  great  concern,  as  the 
country  is  not  in  a  state  to  build  an  equal  number  of 
the  same  class  lo  cope  with  them.  Accordingly,  Ihe 
admirally  assembled  the  master  shipvvrighls  at  Wool- 
wich dock-yard,  and  formeil  a  committee  of  the 
royal  builders  to  devise  the  best  means  to  protect  our 
line-of-hattlu  ships  from  the  certain  dcstruetiun 
which  our  enemies  intended  by  their  formidable  pre- 


parations to  visit  them  with.  AH  the  large  ships" 
building  at  Ihe  royal  dock-yards  were  stopped  pro- 
ceeding with  for  some  time— the  Albion,  Aboukir 
Exmoulh.  Princess  Royal,  Hannibal  and  Victoria;— 
until  a  plan  should  be  determined  upon  lo  make  them 
adequate  to  repulse  the  steamships  of  Ihe  French 
and  American  navies.  It  has  therefore  been  deter- 
mined upon  to  fortify  their  bows  and  sterns  with 
long  681b.  guns,  to  keep  Ihemat  a  respectable  dis- 
tance, and  which  will  enable  our  large  class  ships  to 
approach  the  harbors  and  towns  on  the  coast  of 
America  or  France  and  destroy  them  at  pleasure, 
without  the  power  of  our  enemies'  battery  cannon 
being  able  to  injure  them,  as  our  ships  will  be  able 
to  keep  out  of  their  reach.  Our  steam-ships  are  all 
to  be  fitted  forthwith  with  long  681b.  guns,  and  the 
experiments  going  forward  at  Woohvich  are  intend- 
ed to  make  them  impregnable  in  running  up  the  har- 
bors of  brother  Jonathan  and  those  of  our  friends  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  English  channel.  Sir  Ro- 
bert Peel's  government  are  quite  alive  to  the  neces- 
sity of  preserving  our  sovereignty  of  the  sea,  and  are 
determined  not  to  give  America,  France,  or  oursub- 
tle  enemy  Russia,  any  chance  of  gaining  (he  ascen- 
dancy on  that  element  of  which  we  liave  so  long 
been  the  mistress.  England  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
them,  were  they  all  openly,  as  they  are  secretly, 
combined  against  us.  We  will  beat -them,  as  we 
have  before  done,  over  and  over  again.     [Mm  Bull. 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  REVENUE.  Official 
CIRCULARS.  The  following  circulars  have  been  issued 
by  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  several  ports: 

CIRCULARS    TO    COLLECTORS. 

Treasury  department,  compVs  o^ce,  June  23, 1842. 

Sir:  As  the  existing  laws  direct  important  altera- 
tions to  be  made  in  the  duties  to  be  collected  on  ar- 
ticles imported  into  Ihe  United  States,  from  and  af- 
ter the  30lh  day  of  June,  1842,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  require  you  to  proceed,  from  and  after  that 
day,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  in  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  as  prescribed  by  the  acts  ^f  congress 
of  March,  1833,  and  September,  1841 — which  to- 
gether, provide,  that  from  and  after  said  day,  duties 
shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  in  ready  money 
on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  imported  into 
the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cent,  on 
the  value  thereof,  at  the  port  where  the  same  shall  bo 
entered — excepting  always  those  articles  which  are 
enumerated  in  the  said  acts,  or  either  of  Ihem  as 
being  thereby  made  free— also,  that  1  should  request 
you  to  be  careful,  that  the  said  value  shall  be  accu- 
rately ascertained  by  the  appraisers,  or  other  proper 
officers  or  persons  at  your  port — who  should  deter- 
mine the  same  with  just  reference  to  Ihe  quantities 
and  manner  in  which  the  several  articles  are  there 
sold  by  importers,  and  to  the  prices  obtained  at  cash 
sales  in  the  fair  and  regular  course  of  trade. 
I  remain  with  great  respect,  your  ob't  scrv't 

JAMES  W.M.  McCULLOH,  comptroller. 

To ,  collector. 

June  25,  1S4S. 

Sir:  As  congress  have  this  day  passed  a  bill  pro- 
viding that  all  laws,  existing  and"  in  force  on  the  1st 
day.of  June,  1842,  regulating  and  fixing  the  amount 
and  rate  of  duties  to  be  levied  and  collected  on 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  imported  iifto  the  U. 
States,  and  prescribing  Ihe  mode  of  collecting  the 
same,  and  all  provisions  relating  thereto,  shalf  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force,  as  they  existed  at  that  day,  im- 
tit  the  first  day  of  j]ugust—:xt  which  time,  if  there  be 
no  further  legislation  on  the  subject,  the  laws  for 
laying  and  collecting  duties  shall  be  the  same  as 
though  the  said  bill  had  not  been  passed — anything 
in  any  other  act  lo  the  contrary,  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding; hut,  as  the  said  bill  still  requires  l!ie  ap- 
probation of  the  president  to  become  a  law,  it  is  pro- 
per that  I  should  require  you  to  proceed  in  the  coi- 
loction  of  duties,  from  and  after  Ihe  30lh  day  of 
June,  1342,  provisionally,  as  you  did  on  the  first  day 
of  said  month,  and,  also,  in  the  manner  you  are  re- 
quired to  do,  by  the  circular  issued  from  this  office 
on  the  23d  inst.,  and  to  defer  your  ascertainment  of 
the  duties  proper  lo  be  finally  exacted,  ami  your  de- 
cision as  lo  the  mode  of  payment  lo  be  enforced,  un- 
til you  shall  bo  advised  as  to  what  will  be  the  actual 
slate  of  the  law,  and  proceedings  thereby  definitely 
required,  from  and  after  Ihe  expiration  of  this 
month,  as  you  will  be,  by  a  circular  that  shall  be 
issued  from  this  office,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  July 
next. 

I  remain  with  great  respect,  your  ob'nt  serv't 

JAMES  W.M.  McCULLOH,  comptroller. 

To ,  coUeclor. 

Treasury  department,  compl's  office.  .My  1, 1842. 

Sir:  The  liill    pused  by  congress  on  the  25lli  day 
of  June,  1842,  to  regulale  and  li\  thi;  nites  of  duties 
on  imports,  from  the  end  of  said  month  until  the  1st  ' 
day  of  .\ugust,  not  having  become   law,  by  reason 
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of  the  president  having  returned  the  same  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  with  the  objections  thereto, 
you  will  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  duties  in  ready 
money,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  impor- 
ted in  your  district,  after  the  30th  day  of  June,  1842, 
at  the  rate  of  90  per  cent,  on  the  value  thereof  at 
the  port  of  entry;  except  those  articles  which  are 
enumerated  in  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  congress, 
of  tlie  2d  day  of  Mnrch,  1833,  and  in  the  Ist  section 
of  the  act  of  the  11th  day  of  September,  1841 — or, 
in  rilher  of  the  said  sections,  as  being  thereby  made 
fn  r;  and  excepting,  also,  muriatic  acid,  sulphuric 
ariil,  and  the  other  articles,  expressly  mentioned  and 
provided  for  in  the  said  act  of  Uth  September,  1841, 
to  be  admitted  on  the  payment  of  the  rates  of  duty 
imposed  on  them  respectively  under  the  existing- 
laws;  but  those  rates,  except  such  as  were  specific, 
nMl^t  he  levied  however,  on  the  value  of  the  article 
at  tlie  port  of  entry;  and  this  value  is  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  appraiser,  in  all  cases  with  just  refer- 
eiicf  to  quantities  and  manner  in  whicn  articles  are 
r<'-p<'ntively  sold  by  importers,  and  to  the  prices 
which  they  obtam  for  them  at  cash  sales  in  the  fair 
and  regular  course  of  trade  at  the  port  of  entry;  fhe 
sum  of  the  duty  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  90  percent 
on  the  value  of  any  article  at  the  port  of  entry  will 
in  each  case  be  the  one-sixth  part  of  the  price  ascer- 
tained as  aforesaid,  at  which  importers  sell  articles; 
and  the  officers  or  persons  appraising  any  article, 
having  ascertained  the  price  at  wliich  it  is  sold,  or 
will  sell,  should  report  the  value  of  such  article  at  a 
rate  or  sum,  which  with  20  per  cent  added  thereto, 
'will  amount  to  said  price;  for  instance — if  a  bale  of 
cloth  was  under  their  examination,  and  they  found  it 
would  sell  in  manner  aforesaid,  at  the  price  of  six 
dollars  per  yard,  the  appraisers  should  report  the 
value  thereof,  at  said  port,  to  be  five  dollars  per 
yard — because  this  rate  of  20  per  cent  added,  would 
'produce  six  dollars,  the  ascertained  market  value  of 
the  cloth.     With  respect,  your  ob't  servant, 

JAMES  W.  iVlcCULLOH,  comptwtler. 

The  tariff  and  the.  coUeclurs.  The  Bostun  Courier 
says:  "In  this  city,  and  other  cities  that  we  have 
heard  from,  all,  or  almost  all,  the  duties  demanded 
by  the  collectors  are  paid  under  legal  protest.  It  is 
contended  that  there  is  no  law  now  in  existence  en- 
forcing duties  upon  imports,  but  that  there  is  a  lav/ 
providing  that  no  duties  shall  be  levied  of  more  than 
20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  the  5th 
inst.  has  the  following  paragraph  on  this  subject: 

Duties.  The  treasury  department  has  upon  full 
advisement  ordered  duties  to  be  charged  on  the  home 
valuation  or  the  short  price;  that  is,  the  price  before 
the  duty  is  put  on. 

For  instance,  sugar  which  is  worth  five  cents  a 
pound,  short  price,  for  exportation,  but  six  cents  for 
consumption,  will  be  charged  twenty  per  cent,  duty 
on  five  cents,  which  being  one  cent,  the  long  price 
will  stand  six  cents. 

The  merchants  are  entering  tjieir  goods  and  pay- 
•ing  the  duties  in  cash,  generally  with  a  protest. 

The  Boston  Mail  says:  "We  understand  that  suits 
have  already  been  instituted  against  the  collector  of 
this  port,  for  compelling  the  payment  of  duties  in 
accordance  with  tlie  recent  "circular"  from  Wash- 
ington Thus  is  the  government  not  only  without 
any  certain  iaw  for  the  collection  of  revenue,  but  is 
in  a  fair  way  to  lose  all  the  duties,  and  be  saddled 
with  costs  into  the  bargain.  Alas,  to  what  a  pitch 
of  misery  and  degradation  is  tiiis  great  country  re- 
duced by  the  mulish  ob.slinacy  of  one  man,  who 
wishes  to  set  up  his  own  opinion  as  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land." 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  says:  "It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  doubt  among  lawyers,  whether,  under  the  ex- 
isting laws,  any  duties  whatever  can  be  collected  on 
*'goods,  wares,  and  merchandise"  imported  into  the 
Unitetl  Stales  since  the  30th  of  June  last.  The  ques- 
tion depends  solely  upon  the  construction  to  be  put 
upon  the  third  section  of  the  compromise  act,  pass- 
ed March  2,  1S33.  To  enable  the  reader  to  under- 
stand the  true  purport  of  that  section,  it  is  t;ccessary 
to  advert  only  to  the  following  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  object  of  the  act  appears  to  have  been,  not  to 
establish  a  permanent  revenue  system,  but  to  maiie 
a  gradual  reduction  and  equalization  of  existing  du- 
ties, during  a  period  of  ten  years,  preparatory  to  the 
establishment  of  new  regulations  by  law,  to  be  bas- 
ed on  the  principle  of  assessing  all  duties  on  a  home 
valuation.  The  first  section  of  the  act  provides  for 
the  repeal,  in  certain  proportions,  at  six  successive 
periods,  of  all  excess  of  existing  duties  over  30  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  including  not  only  those  which 
were  originally  ad  valorem  in  their  form,  but  those 
which  were  specific,  viz;  on  the  3ist  of  December, 
in  the  years  1833,  '35,  '37,  and  '39,  each  one-tenth  ol 
Such  excess;  on  the  31st  of  December,  1841.  three 
tenths  of  said  excess;  and   June  3p,   1849,  the  re- 


maining three-tenths.     Then  comes  the   third  sec- 
tion, which  is  in  the  following  words; 

"Be  it  further  enttr.tcil,  That  until  the  thirtieth  day 
of  Jiine,"on«  thousand  eight  himdred  and  forty-two, 
the  duties  imposed  by  existing  laws,  as  modified  by 
this  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected. 
And  from  and  after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  all  duties 
upon  imports  shall  be  collected  in  ready  monhj;  and  all 
credits  now  allowed  by  law,  in  the  payment  of  du- 
ties, shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  abolished;  and  such 
duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  nf  raising  such  reve- 
nue (IS  may  be  necessary  In  an  economical  administration 
of  the  government:  and  from  and  after  the  day  last 
aforesaid,  the  duties  required  to  be  paid  by  law  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  shall  be  assessed  upon 
the  value  thereof  (U  the  port  where  the  same  shall  be  en- 

terfli,  UNDER  SticH  RKGUI.ATIONS  AS  MAY  BE  PRESCRIB- 
ED BY  LAW." 

"Besides  the  foregoing  provision  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  law  for  bringing  down  existing  duties  to 
the  level  of  20  per  cent,  another  act  was  passed  at 
the  extra  session  of  last  year  for  bringing  certain 
other  duties,  which  were  below  20  per  cent,  up  to 
that  level,  and  for  imposing  duties  not  exceeding  20 
per  cent,  on  a  large  number  of  articles  previously 
free  of  duty. 

"In  determining  the  construction  of  the  aforesaid 
third  section,  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  law  to  abolish  the  residuum  of  duty, 
after  the  successive  repeals,  amounting  to  20  per 
cent.;  but  the  only  question  is,  whether  it  has  done 
so  in  fact,  by  abolishing  the  mode  by  which  they 
were  hy  law  assessed  in  another  mode,  for  which 
there  is  no  legal  provision,  and,  in  express  terms, 
"under  such  regufetions  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,"  when  in  fact  it  is  notorious  that  no  such  regu- 
lations have  been  prescribed  by  law. 

"In  assessing  duties  heretofore,  on  merchandise 
imported,  founded  on  the  invoice  value  thereof,  ve- 
rified in  the  mode  prescribed  by  law,  the  officers  of 
the  customs  were  required  to  proceed  according  to 
the  regulations  so  prescribed.  But  in  assessing  du- 
ties on  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  port  where  they 
are  entered,  the  collectors  would  be  entirely  without 
chart  or  compass  to  direct  them  in  the  coui-<-e  of 
proceeding.  What  is  to  be  test  of  value.'  Who  is 
to  be  the  judge?  Is  ail  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
collector?  Is  the  collector  of  each  port  to  make  his 
own  regulations?  These  questions  seemed  to  be  an- 
swered by  the  law  itself,  which  requires  that  they 
shall  be  assessed  "under  such  regulations  as  maybe 
prescribed  by  law,"  and,  in  the  absence  of  all  such 
regulations,  no  assessment  can  be  legally  made. 

"We  understand  that  circulais  from  the  treasury 
department  at  Washington  have  been  addressed  to 
the  collectors  of  the  several  ports,  requiring  them  to 
assess  the  20  per  cent,  duty  on  all  merchandise  not 
free  under  the  above  named  laws,  on  a  valuation  to 
be  made  at  the  respective  places  of  importation,  by 
the  appraisers  and  other  officers  of  the  customs;  the 
mode  of  proceeding  not  being  very  definitely  pre- 
scribed, and  consequently  left,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  discretion  of  the  collectors.  Whether  such  pro- 
ceedings will  be  suffered  to  stand,  in  Jieu  of  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  law,  we  presume  will  be  deter- 
mined in  the  last  resort  by  the  courts  of  law." 

TREASURY  AGE.\T.  T.  F.  Robinsom,  Esq.  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  has  been  appointed  as  treasury  agent 
of  the  U.  States,  to  proceed  to  Europe  for  tlje  pur- 
pose of  disposing  of  twelve  millions  of  government 
stock.  Noticing  this  appointment,  the  Boston  Atlas 
says:  "The  same  steamer  which  carries  out  the  news 
of  the  appointment,  also  takes  the  veto  of  the  bill, 
providing,  we  ]iresume,  among  other  things  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  accruing  upon  the  loan. 
Whether  Mr.  Robinson  will  proceed,  under  cttcum- 
stances  calculated  to  alfcct  so  injuriously  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  objei  t,  we  have  not  learned,  but  we 
think  it  would  be  equally  well,  for  all  parties  con- 
cerned, that  he  should  remain  at  home.  There  js 
not  the  most  distant  probability  of  negociating  a  loan 
in  Europe,  while  our  public  alfairs  are  in  their  pre- 
sent unpropilious  position.  No  capitalist  there  will 
loan  our  government  a  dollar,  until  some  definite  and 
permanent  system  of  revenue  is  established. 'J 

STATES   OF    THE    UNION. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  senate  of  New  Hampshire  did  not  concur 
with  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  passage  of 
resolutions  refusing  to  district  tire  state  for  the  choice 
of  congressional  representatives,  agreeably  to  the 
late  act  of  congress,  but  adopted  others,  which  the 
house  did  not  concur  in.  .    . 

The  subject  lays  over  of  course..  By  districting 
the  state  the  party  at  present  in  the  majority  would 
lose  some  members. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

BY    HIS    EXCELLENCY    SAMUEL    WARD    KING, 

Goveror,   Captain   General,  and  commander-in-chief  of 
the  State  of  Rhode   Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

A    PROCLAM-ATION. 

By  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  general  assembly 
of  said  state,  I  i3.sue  this  my  proclamation,  and  ap- 
point Thursday,  the  21st  of  July  instant,  as  a  day  of 
public  thanksgiving  and  praise:  and  I  recommend  to 
the  good  people  of  this  state,  that,  abstaining  from 
all  unnecessary  labor  and  unbecoming  recreation, 
they  on  that  day  assemble  in  their  several  places  of 
public  worship,  and  in  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion aforesaid: 

"There  confess  before  the  living  God  their  sins  as 
a  people;  and  with  warm  and  contrrit^  hearts,  since- 
rely offer  up  to  the  Father  of  all  Mercies  their  deep 
and  unaffected  thanksgiving  for  the  signal  interposi- 
tion of  his  kind  and  fatherly  love,  so  recently  and 
strikingly  manifested  in  rescuing  them  from  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war,  anarchy  and  death;  and  to  beseech 
him  , to  impress  this  whole  people  with  an  active 
and  abiding  reverence  for  his  holy  Iqws,  and  that 
they  be  enabled,  through  the  mercy  of  Jesus  Chrii;t, 
to  live  in  the  daily  recognition  of  the  great  and  so- 
lemn truth,  that  they  are  all  hastening  to  a  final  and 
eternal  retribution. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  state, 
at  the  city  of  Providence,  this  fourth  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
[l.  s.]  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica the  sixty-seventh. 

SAMUEL  WARD  KING. 

By  his  excellency's  command: 

Henry  Bowen,  secretary  of  state. 

The  Providence  Journal  speaks  in  very  warm 
terms  of  the  sons  of  Rhode  Island,  who,  having 
formed  new  associations,  and  found  new  homes  in 
other  states,  abandoned  all  these,  and  joined  the 
citizens  of  their  native  state  in  their  successful  at- 
tempt to  support  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  The 
Journal  says — "From  these  men  we  might  well  have 
expected  a  deep  feeling  against  the  atrocious  attempt 
to  overthrow  the  government  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
a  strong  sympathy  for  the  cause  of  law  and  or- 
der; but  we  had  not  a  right  to  look  for  their  per- 
sonal services  in  the  ranks,  i'et  they  have  come; 
and  the  ranks  of  many  of  our  companies  show  the 
familiar,  though  long  absent  faces  of  those  who  did 
not  forget  us  when  they  left  us.  Rhode  Island 
sounded  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  and  its  returning  echoes 
brought  back  her  gallant  sons,  from  the  crowded 
mart,  from  the  work  shop,  and  from  jthe  desk;  and 
hereafter,  when,  like  Cornelia,  she  reckons  up  her 
jewels,  not  the  least  prized  will  be  those  whose 
brightness  neither  time  nor  absence  have  dimmed. 
They  will  return  to  their  new  homes,  prouder  of 
their  native  state;  while  their  state  will  be  equally- 
proud  of  them  as  their  representatives  and  her  cliili.- 
ren." 

The  Journal  gives  a  list  of  seventy-seven  prisoners 
who  had  been  examined  by  the  commissioners.  Of 
these  forty-nine  were  discharged  and  the  other  twen- 
ty-eight committed  for  trial.  Eighteen  of  the  num- 
ber alleged  that  they  were  forced  into  the  rebel'ser- 
vice.  One  of  the  discharged  is  14  years  of  age,  one  * 
li,  one  la,  and  two  18. 

Providence,  .July  1,  1842. 

Sir:  I  am  charged  by  the  hon.  secretary  of  war 
with  the  duly — which  I  execute  with  great  pleasure 
— of  expressing  his  very  high  gratificaiion  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  citizen  soldiers  under  arms,  during 
the  review  this  afternoon,  under  your  command. 

Mr.  Spencer  is  deeply  sensible  of  the  many  person- 
al sacrifices  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  have  made 
in  the  sacred  cause  of  law  and  order,  and  congratu- 
lates them  on  the  signal  success  with  which  these  sa- 
crifices have  been  attended.  Ho  hopes  thi'.t  recent 
events  will  induce  a  more  just  estimate  of  the  valuo 
and  efficiency  of  the  militia  in  the  defence  of  their 
homes  and  their  allars,  and  that  it  will  be  the  pride 
of  all  good  citizens  to  cherish  and  sustain  a  means  of 
defence  and  protection  so  sure  and  so  entiiily  with- 
in the  control  of  the  respective  states.  He  desires 
that  you  will  make  accsjptable  to  those  under  your 
command  this  expression  of  his  sentiments.  1  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Lieut,  col.  U.  S-  army, 

Col.  If'm.  Brown,  commmx''g  Prov.  City  Guards. 

The  New  York  Americau  notices  this  article  and 
observes,  "this  praise  of  the  appearance  and  disci- 
pline of  the  troops  is  all  very  wcil,  but  what  had  the 
secretary  of  war  to  do  in  Rhode  Island,  when  the 
contest  had  been  ended  by  the  arms  of  Rhode  Island 
men,  "imossis/cd  by  tlu  general  government? 

We  think  this  a  captious  inquiry  and  that  the  se- 
cretary is  co.nmendable. 
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The  visit  of  this  high  funclionarv  to  a  state  which  ,  passengers  paid   §201,561,  and  32,180  tons  of  goods 
had   been   left  unaided  to   expose  its   most  precious  !  paid   §90,063.     The  expenses  were  §225. 547  or  $2,- 


lives  against  a  revolted  and  armei  rabble,  seems  to 
us,  under  the  circumstances,  little  else  than  mockery. 
We  take  leave  to  differ  in  opinion  with  the  writer 
of  the  above.  The  course  of  circumstances  in  the 
case,  we  think  has  been  strictly  appropriate  through- 
out, and  calculated  to  confirm  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  this  country. 


lMARYL,\ND. 
VD  Ohio  rail  road. 


The  Baltimore  i 


478^  per  mile,  !eaving§63,625,  or  2?  per  cent,  profit. 
The  number  of  miles  travelled  by  all  the  engines, 
was  188,100, — at  an  expense  of  §1,25  per  mile, — of 
which  52.4  cents  was  paid  for  fuel,  which  has  to  be 
brought  from  a  great  distance; — coal  and  coke  are 
used. 

The  rate  of  passenger  fare,  has  been  S.lGcents  for 
first  class,  2.01  for  second,  1.58  for  third  class — and 
the  average  1.77  cents  per  mile.  The  charge  is  now 
increased  one  fourth. 

,^u  v^nw  ..^.^  .w^ ^  „.  -        '^''®  first  91  miles   required  6,012,500  cubic  yards 

ter''HhaTanTrrangpmenthas''b'een''con-|of    excavations    and    embankments;  3,708    feet   of 
Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  of  Lon-    wooden  bridges,  the  one  over  the  Danube  at  Vienna 
"'  ■  being  1,960  feet  long,  with  spans  of  60  feet,  488  feet 

"■■ooden  bridges  with  stone  piers;  24  stone  bridges  and 
viaducts  having  228  arches  of  difi'erent  spans;  116 
culverts,  198  road  crossings,  of  which  31  were  under, 
6  over,  and  the  remainder  level  with  the  rail  road. 

It  is  estimated  that  90,000  oxen,  (cnllle  loe  presume 
in  meant),  are  driven  annually  from  the  interior  of 
Gaiatia  to  market,  upon  the  transportation  of  which 
this  company  calculate,  as  well  as  vast  travel  and 
traffic  from  the  interier.  Experiments  have  shown 
that  from  100  to  180  oxen  can  be  carried  by  a  train, 
each  car  containing  6  to  8,  standing  sideways,  secur- 
ed by  their  cars.  In  this  way  they  are  conveyed 
t>om  Hardish   to  Vienna,  83  miles,  in  7  or  8  hours, 


B.^LTlMORE 

Ameri 

eluded  with  M 

don,  by  which^they  agree  to  furnish  the  iron  rails  re 
quisite'to  finish  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  to 
Cumberland,  and  receive  payment  in  annual  instal- 
ments of  §50,000,  with  interest  semi-annually.  The 
liouse  in  London  also  surrenders  the  option  of  selling 
the  stale  bonds  below  the  company's  limits,  so  long 
as  the  payments  are  punctually  made.  A  liberal 
credit  of  se-^en  years  is  obtained  in  the  transaction; 
the  completion  of  the  road  to  Cumberland  early  in 
the  approaching  autumn  is  placed  beyond  a  doubt; 
and  the  slate  bonds  in  the  hands  of  the  company  are 
by  this  arrangement  preserved  from  any  possible  sa- 
crifice. 

This  very  satisfactory  information  will  be  gratifying 


to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  progress  of  this  great  j  without  food. 


work,  which  promi-ses  so  auspiciously  for  the  prospe- 
rity of  Baltimore.  It  is  a  matter,  too,  of  sincere  con- 
gratulation,  that  so  effective  an  arrangement  has  been 
concluded  without  incurring  the  necessity  of  throw- 
ing the  stale  bonds  into  the  market  at  the  present  de- 
preciation of  that  scrip." 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The  heavy  columns  of  congressional  proceedings  j 
during  the  interesting  discussions  lately  under  consi- 
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Capital 
9,400,000 
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Worcester, 

4 

Lowell, 

1,800,000 

4 

Jifashua, 

400,000 
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Tauntcn, 

250,000 

4 

Eastern, 

1.600,000 

3 

Providence, 

1,842.000 

3 

New  Bedford, 

400,000 

3 

Since  sketching  the  above  we  have  met  with  the 
following  article  from  the  Courier  Francais.  It  af- 
fords so  comprehensive  a  view  of  the  progress  of  rail 
roads  in  cfentral  Europe,  that  wff-  have  had  it  trans- 
lated. 

From  the  Coiirler  Frnncais.  • 

An  extraordinary  emulation  has  seized  upon  the 
German  and  Sclavoniaii  population  beyond  the  Rhine, 
in  regard  to  the  rapid  progress  which  the  construc- 
j  tion  of  rail  roads  has  made  in  England,  Belgium  and 

...  r      I  .„  .-,  ,„!,  „rmn  Koo-icir-,-     the  United    States.     The    governments   of  Austria, 

deration,  have  monopolized  so  much  ol  the  Register,  ■     n  j  n     .     i   /-  i  >.  J 

'  '  ■  .     J  ,    1  Prussia,  Russia  and  Central   Germany  have  applied 

that  for  mere  variety  sake  we  are  determined  'o  ,  ,(,emselves  to  work,  drawing  after  them  the  zeal  of  a 
abridge  the  space  allowed  that  head  in  this  number ;  population  which  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  60 
in  order  to  insert  a  number  of  articles  that  have  been!  millions.     In  these  countries,  the  projects  have  not 

in   type  for  some  time  waiting  fur  room.     Amongst  j  '°  '^.'"!"S°  H'"-  ''""^y  movements  of  representative 

'"    '■iy^ '"'  ""'■-  »  =>     j  bodies,  and  the  financial  resources  not  being  absorbed 

them  the  following  ;  by  a  miiltitude  of  contingent  or  separate  schemes  can 

RAIL  ROAD  TOPICS.  ■  be  concentrated  'upon    a  single  object;  in    fine,  the 

ROADS  IN  juLT.         I  Uncs  being  traced  with  great  economy,  and  generally 

ideiid.         Amount.  ;  on  a  single  track,  do  nut  require  any  great  outlay  of 

pr.  ct.  96,000    their  capital.  These  causes  must  in  a  few  years  give 

"  72,000   to  Germany,  Poland  and  Hungary  a  great  net  work 

IC.OOO,  of  railways. 

l^'lJJJJj      In  Austria,  Bavaria,  Baden  and  Hanover,  the  lines 
^.'"'i'j  j  which  are  to  traverse  their  territories  are  placed  un- 
"  10  I  nn  i  ^'"^  charge  of  the  governments.     Saxony   and  Bava- 

12,000  ,.ja  have  sigried  a  convention,  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject, the  execution  of  a  line  traced  across  the  centre 
of  Germany  from  Augsburg  to  Leipsig,  and  85  mil- 
lions .of  francs  have  been  appropriated  to  that  pur- 
pose by  the  two  governments.  Prussia  on  her  side 
has  treated  witli  Briinswicand  Hanover,  for  prolong- 
ing to  Cologne,  the  line  from  Berlin  to  Magdeburg, 
and  thus  to  connect  the  Elbe  with  the  Rhine. 
I  Germany  has  not  a  centre  to  which  all  the  radii  of 
her  united  schemes  might  converge  and  unite  (as 
France  has  in  the  city  of  Paris),  and  hence,  each  of 
her  great  powers  wishes  to  have  its  own  separate  sys- 
tem, to  which  the  works  of  the  secondary  states  shall 
attach  themselves.  It  is  thought  however  of  creat- 
ing an  artificial  centre,  where  the  great  line  which 
shall  join  the  Baltic  to  Switzerland,  in  passing  from 
north  to  south  will  cross  and  exchange  its  transports, 
with  that  which  will  pass  from  cpsl  to  west  to  unite 
the  Danube  with  the  Rhine,  and  Vienna  with  Rot- 
terdam.    This  intermediary  point  will  be  Cassel. 

The  rail  road  lines  executed  comprise  1,225  kilo- 
metres or  306  leagues,  which  have  cost  144  millions, 
(570,000  francs  per  league.)  If  the  line  from  Leip- 
sig to  Dresden  and  a  part  of  that  from  Vienna  to 
Brunn  be  excepted,  the  German  railways  have  yet 
but  one  track;  and  some  of  them  even,  among  others 
the  206  kilometres  from  Budweis  to  Genmiiden,  do 
not  adi.iit  locomotives  aiid  are  subserved  by  horse 
power  only. 

Tile  extent  of  the  lines  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion is  estimated  at  1,162  kilometres,  and  their  ex- 
pense at  160  millions  franca.  There  are  besides 
4,750  kilometres  of  additional  roads  projected.  The 
whole  system,  comprehending  thus  the  Priisso  Bel- 
gian, Priisso  Saxon,  and  the  Austrian  projected  to- 
wards P.iland  and  Lombardy,  would  thus  compose 
7,M7  kilometres  or  1,7S6  leagues  and  would  cost  852 
millions. 

The  Piusso  Belgian  works  comprise  as  yet  65  ki- 
lometres from  Cologne  to  Aix  la  Ciiapcllu,  and  28 
from  Ebertield  to  Dusscldorf.     The  roads  are  being 
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Averaging  nearly  7  1-8  per  cent,  per  annum. 

[  Transcript. 

EoROFEAN  RAIL  ROAD  ITEMS.  The  cmpcror  of 
Russia  is  constructing  a  rail  road  between  the  two 
principal  cities  of  his  empire,  St.  Petersburg  and 
iVioscow— a  distance  of  500  miles. 

The  great  rail  road  which  is  constructing  in  Aus- 
tria by  a  company  chartered  in  1630,  with  a  capital 
of  seven  millions,  at  the  head  of  whicli  is  the  Baron 
Rothschild,  of  Vienna,  is  gradually  progressing. — 
The  work  was  commenced  in  April,  1837.  In  No- 
vember of  that  year  the  first  trip  was  made  from  Vi- 
enna to  Wagram,  a  distance  of  seven  miles.  In  Ju- 
ly, 1839,  it  was  opened  as  far  as  Brunn,  in  Moravia, 
91  miles.  There  are  now  180  miles  in  operation. — 
Fifty-three  miles  are  in  progress  of  construction,  and 
the  locations  are  extended  many  more  miles.  Few 
diliiculties  are  found  in  the  route;  neither  tunnels  nor 
inclined  planes  have  been  required  to  surmount  sum- 
mits;— the  steepest  gradd  is  17.6  feet  per  mile,  or  1 
in  300,  which  is  their  maximum.  The  curves  have 
no  radius  shorter  than  ]  ,500  leet.  The  width  of  the 
road  12;  feet,  the  slopes  1 2  to  1.  Single  track,  ex- 
cept the  first  seventeen  miles  from  Vienna.  The 
iron  "i  rail  of  40  lb.  per  yard  is  used  which  cost  §135 
per  ton.  The  superstructure  is  not  let  to  contractors 
for  fear  of  not  obtaining  solid  work,  but  the  residue, 
alter  the  plans  are  completed  and  estimates  made, 
are  set  up  in  sections  and  bid  for  by  contractors,  at 
so  milc/i  bitoic  the  estimates.  The  sub-contractors  em- 
ploy females  to  do  a  great  part  of  the  v/ork,  at  very 
low  wages. 

The  cost  of  ibis  road,  single  track,  has  averaged 
§29,800  per  mile,  or  §33,000  mchidnig  ontlils.  'i'ho 
aniomit  cxncv.dcd  so  iar,  six  millions  of  dollars.  In 
1840  tlic  income  of  the  part  between  Vienna  and 
Brunn,  v/as  §294,172,  averaging  §3,333  per  mile,  or 
t*n  ptr  cent,  on  the  capital  of  construction;  228,368 


lively  prosecuted  upon  that  portion  of  the  first  of 
these  lines,  which  is  to  connect  with  the  Belgian 
frontier  in  front  of  Verviers,  and  thus  connect  Co- 
logne with  Anvers.  The  Rhenish  road  is  to  he  pro- 
longed farther,  from  Cologne  to  the  north  to  Dussel- 
dorf,  and  to  the  south  to  Bonn.  The  company  which 
constructs  this  is  authorised  also  to  construct  a  line 
of  238  kilometres  from  Eberfield  to  Alinden,  to  con- 
nect the  Rhine  to  the  Weser.  But  this  is  as  yet,  on- 
ly a  project,  the  immediate  execution  of  which  can- 
not yet  be  anticipated. 

The  Prusso  Saxon  system  comprehends  from  Ber- 
lin to  Coethen  and  also  to  Leipsig,  and  from  Leipsig 
to  Dresden.  Besides  these  roads  upon  which  trans- 
portation has  already  commenced,  Prussia  is  con- 
structing lines  from  Berlin  to  Frankfort  on  the  Oder, 
and  from  Berlin  to  Slettin  SaxonJ  is  executing 
the  line  from  Leipsic  to  Planen.  These  works  pro- 
longed to  Hamburg  will  afford  two  mariiime  ik- 
bnuclies  to  the  Prussian  customs  union.  By  running 
from  Dresden  to  Prague  they  will  connect  with  the 
Austrian  roads. 

The  Austrian  system  has  been  prosecuted  at  the 
north,  from  Vienna  to  Olmutz,  and  at  the  south  from 
Vienna  to  Neustadt;  it  is  to  be  prolonged  to  Pelh  by 
the  left  bank  of  tlie  Danube,  to  Prague  via  Brunn, 
and  from  Prosan  where  it  is  arrested,  it  is  to  connect 
with  Cracew.  Austria  intends  to  extend  it  moreover 
towards  the  Adriatick  and  also  towards  Bavaria — 
but  to  attain  this  immense  developement,  a  financial 
power  would  be  requisite  which  this  government  is 
not  at  present  endowed  with. 

In  northern  Germany,  there  exist  oidy  the  roads 
from  Francfort  to  Mayence,  from  Manhelm  to 
Brucksall,  from  Augsburg  to  Munich,  and  from  Nu- 
reinburg  to  Furth.  Wurtemburg  is  discussing  the 
construction  of  a  road  from  Ulm  to  Heidelburg,  and 
.from  Ulm  to  Augsburg;  but  her  project  has  not  yet 
led  to  any  measure  indicative  of  its  execution;  and* 
the  government  seems  to  be  wailing  for  France  to 
decree  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Paris  to 
Strasburg,  before  entering  decisively  upon  the  un- 
dertaking. 

THE  CROTON  AQUEDUCT.  This  stupendous 
structure  is  now  completed,  and  in  a  few  weeks  at 
farthest  the  city  will  have  a  foretaste  of  the  ihou- 
sand  benefits  it  is  destined  to  confer.  Our  citizens 
may  not  be  generally  aware  that  in  this  magnificent 
work  they  are  surpassing  ancient  Rome  in  one  of  her 
proudest  boasts.  None  of  the  hydraulic  structures 
1  of  that  city,  in  spite  of  the  legions  of  slaves  at  her 
i  command,  equal,  in  magnitude  of  design,  perfection 
I  of  detail,  and  prospective  benefits,  this  aqueduct. 
The  main  l}-unk  consists  of  an  immense  mass  of  ma- 
'  sonry,  six  feet  and  a  half  wide,  nine  feet  high,  and 
■  forty  miles  long  formed  of  solid  walls  three  feet 
j  thick,  cemented  into  solid  rock.  But  this  water  chan- 
nel, gigantic  as  it  is,  is  far  from  being  all  the  work. 
1  The  dam  across  file  Ci'oton,  which  retains  the  v/a- 
tcr  in  a  grand  reservoir,  is  a  mound  of  earth  and 
masonry,  forty  feet  high  and  seventy  feet  wide  at_ 
;  the  bottom,  and  has  connected  with  it  many  compli- 
j  cated  but  perfect  contrivances  to  enable  the  engineer 
to  have  complete  control  over  the  mighty  muss  of 
water. 

I  The  river,  thus  thrown  back  toward  its  sources, 
will  form  a  lake  of  five  hundred  acres,  which  will 
retain  a  supply  for  emergencies  of  some  thousand 
millions  of  gallons,  and  also  offer,  as  a  collateral  ad- 
vantage  many  picturesque  sites  for  country  seats 
upon  the  woody  points  which  will  jut  out  into  its 
smooth  basin.  A  tunnel  leads  the  wjter  from  this 
reservoir  into  the  aqueduct,  and  eleven  more  of  these 
subterraneous  passa.ges  occur  before  reaching  Hai'- 
leni  river,  having  an  aggregate  length  of  seven 
eighths  of  a  mile,  and  many  of  them  being  cut  through 
'the  solid  rock.  At  intervals  of  a  mile,  ventilators 
are  constructed  in  the  form  of  towers  of  white  mar- 
ble, yvhich  give  to  the  water  that  exposure  without 
which  it  becomes  vapid  and  insipid;  and  these  daz- 
zling turrets  mark  out  the  line  of  the  aqueduct  to  the 
passengers  upon  the  Hudson. 

The  streams  which  intersect  the  line  of  the  struc- 
ture are  conveyed  under  it  in  stone  culverts,  the  ex- 
tremities of  which  afford  the  engineers  an  opportuni- 
ty'of  displaying  their  architectural  ta.ste.  Sing  Sing_ 
I  creek, .with  its  deep  ravine,  is  crossed  by  a  bridge  of 
a  single  elliptical  arch  of  eighty  eight  feet  span,  and 
a  hundred  feet  above  the  stream.  Its  unusually  per- 
fect workmanship  was  proved  by  its  having  settled 
but  one  inch  after  the  centres  were  removed.  The 
view  of  its  massive  grace  from  the  narrow  valley 
beneath  is  one  of  the  most  striking  points  upon  the 
line.  Sleepy  Hollow,  well  known  to  the  readers  of 
imaginative  lore,  is  spanned  by  a  scries  of  graceful 
arches. 

The  bridge  across  Harlem  river  has  been  the 
subject  of  mueli  controversy.  The  admirers  of 
magnifi'cent  "vmrnetry   and   perfect,  and  these  inte- 
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rested  in  preserving  tlie  navigation  of  thnt  stream, 
have  warmly  advocated  trie  erection  of  a  bridge 
over  which  the  water  mi^ht  pass  upon  its  regular 
level;  while  the  friends  of  more  measured  economy 
recommended  a  lower  and  cheaper  structure,  to 
which  pipes  sliould  descend  and  rise  therefrom  after 
the  manner  of  an  inverted  syphon.  The  plan  final- 
ly adopted  is  that  of  a  high  bridge,  but  still  with  its 
surface  ten  feet  below  the  usual  grade,  which  falls 
fourteen  inches  to  the  mile.  It  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
long,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  feet  above  high  water, 
and  its  estimated  cost  exceeds  three  quarters  of  a 
million. 

Across  this  the  water  is  conveyed  in  huge  iron 
pipes,  protected  from  the  frost  by  a  covering  of 
■earth  four  feet  deep.  Near  Manhattanville  is  a 
tunnel  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  through  the  hill  at 
that  place,  and  its  valley  is  crossed  by  pipes  de- 
scending one  hundred  and  five  feet.  Clendenning 
Tally  is  passed  at  an  elevation  of  forty  feet,  and 

arches  of  appropriate  size,  upon  the  lines  of  the  ;,ge.  We  know  that  any  thing  may  be  laughed  at,  and 
streets,  leave  symmetrical  carriage  ways  and  foot  that  the  world  is  fond  of  laughing  the  most  at  tlie 
paths.  '  gravest  things;  but  we  have  no  inclination  to  join  in 

We  paid  a  brief  visit  yesterday  to  the  two  great  ■  ridicule  of  a  woric  which  exhibits  so  singular  a  corn- 
reservoirs  of  this  stupendous  aqueduct.  The  receiv-  hmation  of  the  daring  and  the  practical — of  the  lofty 
ing  reservoir,  at  Yorkville,  thirty-eight  miles  from  I  speculation  and  the  profound  science,  both  so  charac- 
the  dam  at  Crnton  river,  is  in  two  divisions,  both  '  teristic  of  England,  and  so  honorable  to  the  national 
covering  a  space  of  thirty-five  acres,  capable  of  con-  |  character. 


Benjamm  Birdsall, 
Samuel  R.  Childs, 

Cnmm-nced.  <  :.vnnie!etl. 

MDCCCXXSVIli;  MDCCCXM  (. 

Such  is  a  condensed  but  comprehensive  view  of 
this  noble  structure.  It  is  now  completed,  with  the 
exception  of  the  high  bridge.  The  bridge  will  oc- 
cupy two  years  more,  but  a  temporary  pipe  has  been 
laid  over  "the  river  upon  the  coffer-dams  of  the 
bridge,  which  will  afford  us  a  supply  of  water  for 
two  or  three  years  until  the  completion  of  the  entire 
work'.  [.V.  Y.  Tribune  of  June  Ulli. 

THE  THAMES  TUNNEL.  This  extraordinary 
work  is  now  on  the  point  of  completion;,  and  the 
boldness  of  the  enterprise,  the  indefatigable  labor 
with  which  it  has  been  prosecuted,  and  the  remarka- 
ble skill  which  has  been  exercised  in  bringing  it  to 
this  point  of  unquestionable  success,  place  it  among 
the  most  remarkable  scientific   performances  of  the 


J  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  gallons. — 
If  is  enclosed  by  granite  walls  of  solid  masonry  rough- 
ly finished.  The  bottom  of  the  basin  is  the  natural 
soil. 

The  distribution  reservoir,  at  Murray's  Hill  in  For- 
ty-second street,  is  a  much  finer  and  more  expensive 
work.  It  is  nearly  square,  and  covers  an  area  of 
about  five  acres.  The  bottom  is  made  of  puddle  clay, 
nooth,  hard  and  water  tight,  as  marble  itself— 
This  area  is  440  feet  square  at  the  base,  and  is  di- 
vided in  the  centre -by  a  -wM  of  granite  nineteen  feet 
thick  at  the  bottom  and  four  at  the  top.  It  is  =ur- 
rounded  by  a  wall,  also  of  granite,  composed  of  three 
distinct  columns  of  solid  mason  work.  The  outer 
column  is  five  feet  thick;  the  second  six,  and  the  third 
or  inner  one  a  lining  of  granite,  about  fifteen  inches 
in  depth,  placed  upon  a  concrete  masonry  above  30 
feet  thick  at  the  base. 

From  the  outside  of  the  middle  wall— the  thick- 
ness i.f  neither  included — the  distance  is  fourteen  feet; 
and  from  the  extreme  of  the  outer  wall  to  the  inner 
angle  of  the  tliird  is  sixty  feet— the  three  walls 
uniting  at  the  top.  At  a  distance  of  ten  feet  from 
each  other  are  thick  cross  walls  with  solid  arches, 
thus  hinding  the  whole  into  one  solid,  imperishable 
mass.  From  the  top  of  the  northeast  cornice  to  the 
level  of  the  street  the  distance  is  fifty-six  feet.  The 
depth  of  the  reservoir  is  forty  feet;  and  it  will  con- 
tain water  to  the  depth  of  36  feel,  or  about  22  mil- 
lions of  gallons — as  computed  a  few  days  since  by 
James  Renwick,  jr.  one  of  the  engineers  employed 
on  the  work. 

At  the  eait  end  of  the  division  wall,  a  well  has 
been  sunk  to  the  depth  of  fifty  feet,  communicating 
with  a  sewer  below,  and  forming  a  waste-weir  for 
the  discharge  of  tlie  surplus  water,  when  it  rises  in 
the  reservoir  above  the  heigth  of  36  feet.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  well  is  laid  a  block  of  granite,  weigh- 
ing seven  tons,  and  still  farther  to  break  the  fall  of 
the  overflowing  stream,  and  to  prevent  it  from  wear- 
ing away  the  stone,  water  to  the  depth  of  six  feet 
rests  permanently  at  the  bottom.  From  the  well, 
waste  water  is  conveyed  by  a  sewer  nearly  a  mile  to 
the  North  River. 

The  style  of  the  architecture  is  Egyptian — well  fit- 
ted liy  its  heavy  and  imposing  character  for  a  work 
of  such  magnitude.  The  summit  of  the  walls  around 
the  whole  area  is  flagged  and  will  be  provided  with 
u  heavy  iron  railing — forming  a  beautiful  and  sight- 
ly promenade  twenty  feet  in  width.  The  grounds 
immediately  around  the  work  have  been  purchased 
by  the  corporation  to  protect  it  from  encroachments. 
The  receiving  and  discharging  pipes  are  two  in  num- 
l)er — each  about  three  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  now 
nearly  four  years  since  the  work  was  first  commenc- 
ed; and  during  the  working  season,  on  an  average, 
about  4UI)  men  have  been  constantly  employed  in  the 
winter  season  in  bringing  materials.  During  the 
whole  time  no  lives  have  been  lost  by  accidents. — 
Two  men  had  their  legs  broken  by  a  downfall  of  the 
banks — and  this  is  the  extent  of  the  injuries  that 
have  been  sustained.  The  whole  cost  will  not  he 
far  from  $500,000.  Above  the  door  at  which  you 
ascend  to  the  summit  by  three  flights  of  eight,  thir- 
teen and  thirty  steps,  is  the  following  inscription: 
CROTON  AQUEDUCT.     - 

DlSTRlBUTIXG    RESERVOIR. 

Engineers, 


It  IS  true  that  the  chief  engineer  of  this  stupendous 
work  is  a  Frenchmai,  but  we  see  much  less  ground 
for  national  jealousy  in  his  origin,  than    for  national 
honor  in  his  employment.  England  boasts,  aud  justly,  j 
f  her  attracting   the  commerce   of  the  world;  her 
still  prouder  boast  should  be  that  of  her  attracting  j 
the  talents  of  the  world.     A  nation  can  give  no  high-  I 
er  evidence  of  its'superiority,  than   its  disregard  of  I 
littleness  of  all   kinds.     The    Roman   never  gave  a  1 
clearer  evidence  of  his  being  marked  for  the  master  | 
of  the  world,  than  when  he  borrowed  the  arms  of  the 
conquered  nations — when  he  adopted  the  lance  of  the 
Sa  niiite,  the  shield  of  the  Volscian,  and  the  falchion  \ 
We  only  wish  that  our  adopti 


the  dearness  of  workmen's  wages  arising  from  the 
peculiar  peril  and  singular  nature  of  the  labor  con- 
nected with  311  undertaking  carried  on  at  all  houi"sand 
wholly  by  artificial  light.  All  this,  too,  in  constant 
hazard  of  an  influx  of  the  river,  and  the  various  diffi- 
culties belonging  to  working  in  a  mine.  The  vreight 
of  a  vast  body  of  water  above,  acting  alike  during 
summer^nd  "winter,  which  at  any  moment  might 
break  in,  and  against  whose  incursions  it  was  as  ne- 
cessary to  fortify  the  outside  of  the  tunnel  as  the  in- 
terior, added  greatly  to  the  dilTiculties  of  the  under- 
taking. 

The  original  object  qf  the  tunnel  was,  to  convey 
rattle,  passengers,  and  general  traffic  from  the  ricii 
countries  on  the  Kent  side  to  that  great  mercantile  re- 
gion of  the  metropolis — the  London  and  East  and 
West  India  dock".  How  far  this  will  he  now  effected, 
is  a  question  which  remains  to  be  decided  byc-xpen- 
ence.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  traffic  be 
not  impeded  by  the  fear  of  .passing  under  the  river, 
it  must  be  immense.  The  convenience  of  escaping 
the  long  circuit  no  to  London  Bridge,  which,  from 
the  various  ohs'r'i'^tions  in  the  streets,  and  the  gene- 
ral difliculty  of  passing  through  the  most  crowded 
portion  of  the  city,  must  now  occupy  many  hours, 
would  obviously  direct  the  whole  current  of  the  traf- 
fic into  the  tunnel. 

Hitherto,  no  expedient  has  been  adopted  to  shorten 
the  passage  of  the  traffic;  and  the  contrivance  by 
which  1,900  clear  feet  are  substituted  for  at.  least 
three  miles  of  the  most  encumbered  tlim-oughfare  ii;)- 
aginable,  must  be  adopted  as  a  matter  of  the  most 
palpable  advantage,  Still  there  may  he  dilnculties 
in  the  way  which  practice  only  ean  exhibit.  But 
any  fear  of  the  structure  itself  we  should  regard  as 
altogether  visionary.  The  building  of  the  tunnel 
seems  as  solid  as  a  rock.  During  the  whole  period 
from  the  commencement,  we  have  not  heard  of  a 
single  instance  of  its  giving  way,  v.ist  as  the  pressure 
was  from  above,  and  trying  as  were  the  damps,  the 
ground  springs,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  building 
under  w^ter. 

.\t  this  moment  the  roof  is  obviously  as  free  from 


oT  the  T; 

were  larger  and  more  freqJent,  that  we  had  the  pow-  \  ^^-^  ^^  ^,^^  ^^^^  ^^  g^  Paul's!-and  unless  an  earth- 
er  of  calling  to  our  country  the  '^l'i:,i''°f '^^''i  §  .'^^^  :  quake  should  burst  it,  Ine  whole  fabric  seems  much 
sculptor,  architect,  ami  painter  of  Europe,   and  tat    H  ^_^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^_^  .^  ^_^  ^^  ^^^^  ^ 

we  had  thus  noblv  monopolized  f h"^^'''^;";,,^'^"''- sities   of  timperatnre,  the    heats    and    frosts    above 
-nd   the  budding  of  the  Pantheon  of  Pans,  and  ,  ^__^      Th/esnecial  advantage   of  the  -svstcm  of 


the  still  lovelier  Madeline. 

The  Tunnel  hasnowcomp'e'.elv  reached  across  the 
liver— a  distance  of  1,200  feet— and  the  projector 
and  engineer  had  the  gratification,  a  short  time  since, 
of  beino-  th3  first  who  vvallced  from  bank  to  bank,  t;,  the 
shaft  on  the  London  side.  The  shafts  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  which  are  intended  for  foot  passengers, 
are  really  grand  things.  They  are  a  succession  of  stair- 
cases going  round  avast  circular  excavation, between 
seventy  and  eighty  feet  deep,  and  when  they  shall  all 
be  liglited  with  gas,  will  be  among  the  most  extraor- 
dinary parts  of  U^e  whole  structure.  Even  now  they 
stronglv  realize  the  poetic  conception  of  the  descent 
5  of  the  Egvptian  mysteries;  and  the 


ground. 

the  tunnel  is,  that  it  can  be  adopted  in  any  partof  tlis 

cciurse  of  a  river,  and    even  in  its    widr^st    part,  (for 

European  rivers  do  not  exceed  the  breadth  of  the 

Thames  at  Rotherhite,  unless  where  they  spread  into 

marshes  or  lakes),  and  yet  offer  no  impediment  to  the 

navigi.tion^ 

But  we  regard  it  as  havingastillioirlipr  c'lin'rler; 
we  consider  it  as  a  noble  and  essenli  i,  ■:  \]  i  ;■  r  i._  ;lie 
railway  system,  and  to  havecomc  f-;i';'i;,  n  ts..-  proj 
per  period  for  conipleting  a  system  vviiich  is  now 
spreading  over  Europe,  which  is  obviously  meant  as 
a  great  inslruinint  of  civilization,  and  wiiich  without 
it  must  suffer  a  full  stop  at  the  banks  of  every  great 
river.     ITor  we  cannot  look  to    any    resource  in  the 


into  the  cavernL  .  „. ,  . 

view  of  the  interior,  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  ex-  ,  ^i^^^^  -^^  always  insecure  contrivance  of  a  bridge 
tent,  lighted  with  a  long  succession  of  melancholy  ,  ^j.  ^^^J^^  ^_.  ^^^^J^^  incurring  great  loss  of  time, 
flames,  would  probably  have  suggested  to  a  Greek  the  ^,^^^^._^__.^j^^^^^  oY  engines  and  carriages,  with  a 
image  of  an  entrance  into  Tartarus.  „  ,  r„,. '  hundred  other  disadvantages;  while  bv  a  tunnel,  the 

But,-inourday,  the  sublimes  well  exchanged  or    ^^^^i^  train  might  sweep 'along  wholly"  unobstructed, 
the  practical  and  this    vast   and   lormidaDle   loonii,  i  ^^^^  ^^  ^         ^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^.^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^  travel- 

cavern  will  be  stripped  of  its  poetic  f  f  "^'^''""^  ''>  i  ](.,•  could  have  crossed  by  the  bridge.  We  shall  thus 
the  passage  of  cai-.ers  and  wagons  baes  oi  gooas  i^^,^,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^,1,,^  ^^^^  Danube,  and  the  Rhone 
and  herds  of  bullocks.  Still  it  will  be  almost  unpos-  V^  ^^|^^^,  ,|^^.^  ^^^^_  _f  ,|^^  governments  of  their 
sible  to  div^^t  ourselves  of  the  recollections  really  ^^^^j^j^g  g|,j,,i  i,^,.^  jhe  funds  or  the  common  sense 
attaching  to  this  work.     We   have  ''^'°'''^_"_^_.*|_'°;^"    to  follow  up  their  present  projects  for  the  rail  roads. 

Our  impression  decidedly  is,  that  the  tunnel  is  essen- 
'.  England  has  aright 
scientific  intrepidity  and 
the  palpable  value  of  the  undertaking  to  mankind. — 
Brunei  has  been  knighted  on  the  completion  of  his 
work.  But  his  perseverance  and  talent  deserve  a  more 
productive  distinction.  We  hope  that  he  will  give  us 


ther  a  ncio  attempt  to  conquer  nature — a  great  expe- 
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iiier  a  wiu  aiiciin...  tu  ^....4.^^.  ..-■-— -     -  =-      ;,;;,.„  Our  impression  necKietiiy  15, 

riment  to  make  rivers  passable  withoutboatorbridge  ^.^^  ^^  V  ^^  ^^^^   ^^.^ 

-a  new  and  capable  contrivance  for  expedi  ing  the  I'^erself  alike  on  the  s 

intercourse  of  mankind.     The   stone  bridge  1    at  all     ,  /     ,     .,g  ^^^^^  „,•  ^^c  und 

timesthemostexpensiveedifice    lU    the   world,  and  ij,.^,P,ifh,s  been  knighted   oi: 

the  bridge  of  boats  is  always  liable  to  accidents,  and  ^^^^^  ^^^^  his  perseverance  a 

almost  certain  to  be  broken  up  ui  every  instance  01  a        ^jy^tive  distinction.  Weh.,.    __ .._..„ 

flood.     Besides  this,  the  fixed   bridge  blocks   up  ine  r  ^^      ^^^^  decided  triumph  over 

navigation  of  the  nver  for  all  vessels  beyond  the  size  ^  -  \p.hckwoad^s  Magazine. 

of  a  barge  or  a  small  steamboat.  The  expense  of  the  "•»""=  t  o 


stone  bridge  also  is  enormous.  Waterloo  Bridge  cost 
upwards  of  a  million— London  Bridge  about  as  much 
..lore— Westminister  and  Blackfriars  bridges,  which 
were  built  at  a  cheaper  rate  and  in  cheaper  times,  so 
constantly  demand  repairs  that  they   probably   ' " 


CiJLTlVATION  OF  COTTON. 

From  the  J^atchcz  Free-Trader, 
The  bubble  burst.  Last  winter  and  spring  the 
ve  '  papers  of  the  whole  union  were  filled  with  alarming 
cnrt'morV^hVn  B'il"her'o'f"tlie''modefn  "ones;  but  the  and  cunningly-wrought  articles  showing  the  great 
l°inerha  theadv-!ntaUof|ivinsa  pass'age  from  production  of  cotton  in  the  British  East  Indies,  and 
si^  to  side  of  tife  Thames,  where  from  the  breadth  of  holding  out  to  the  American  planter  the  most  dis- 
the  river  a  stone  bridge   would    have   probaby    cost   couraging  prospects.  ,  „    ,  ^  , 

nearer  two  millions  than  one,  and  where  no  bridge  \  A  series  of  these  articles,  full  of  false  statements 
coud  be  thiwi  across  withou't  blocking  up  (he  most  and  deceptive  statistics  appeared  hmm  the  Boston 
•  1   „t  „,rf  „f  <l,f.    Thames   that   portion    wh  eh    At  as— the  creature  oi  the  Lowell  manufacturers— 

ma";  b"  llleS  lb"  g  eat  we  dock  of  London.  Yet  and  were  immediately  copied  by  the  National  Intel 
rhe^expeneof  he  whole  has  not  amounted  to  more  ligence,^  New  York  American,  and  the  organs  of 
hL^KoO°J  and  even  this  is  to  be  remembered,  the  tariff  interest  throughout  the  country,  and  even 
as  anlxpeile  grea  iy  mo  nsed  by  the  utter  novelty  in  the  cotton  growing  states;-at  t  a  very  time  when 
of  the  elperinrent,  bv  diftieulties -unforeseen  in  the  crops  were  gomg  into  market-these  ar  ir.les  were, 
comr^encement,  by  several  irruptionf,  of  the  river,  by   published  and  endorsed,     NV  e  denouncen  tnera  at  the 
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time  83  a  scheme  got  up,  1st  to  lower  the  prices  of 
cotton  in  market  for  llie  benefit  of  the  manufactur- 
er, 2d,  to  affect  the  legislation  of  congress  on  the 
tariff,  and  create  a  general  clamor,  even  in  the  south, 
for  hish,  protective  duties,  so  as  to  establish  a  home 
demand  for  the  raw  material.  We  endeavored  to 
show,  in  several  numbers,  that  none  but  inferior 
cotton  could  be  grown  in  India — that  se^  carried 
from  this  country  would  jield  nothing — that  the  cli- 
mate and  laborers  were  not  adopted  to  its  cultiva- 
tion— and  that  the  expenses  would  always  prevent 
its  extended  rullivation.  We  took  this  ground  be- 
fore any  other  journal  in  the  United  Stales,  and 
were  ridiculed,  even  liy  many  cotton  planters — men 
who  were  then  suffering  in  (he  sales  of  their  crop  by 
the  panic  in  the  market  occasioned  by  the  article  re- 
ferred to — for  our  positions.  They  liave  since  been 
sustained  by  several  able  writers,  and  we  will  in  a 
very  short  time  submit  to  our  readers  authentic  evi- 
dence from  India,  that  will  put  the  matter  to  rest. 
The  foUort  ing  paragraph  has  just  met  our  eye: 

Jiiextmdr'M,  (Egypt,)  2d  March,  1842. 

"There  is   a  Mr.  F here  from   Philadelphia, 

and  also  the  cotton  planters  v/ho  went  out  under  the 
auspices  of  the  English  government  to  raise  cotton 
in  India,  two  yeai-sago — the  whole  thing  has  fallen 
tnrough,  and  they  arrived  here  on  their  way  home 
dav  before  yesterday,  at  our  hotel:  They  are  very  in- 
telligent fellows,  apparently.  I  am  very  glad  at  the 
result."  [Salevi  Gazette. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above  we  are  able  to  state, 
and  to  prove,  by  the  most  unquestionable  authority, 
that  the  whole  scheme  of  raising  American  fine  sta- 
ple cotton  in  India,  at  a  cost  to  the  company  of 
^100,000  or  more,  lias  utterly  exploded  and  will 
doubtless  bo  abandoned.  On  one  experimental  farm 
of  20!)  acres  planted  with  seed  from  the  U.  States, 
and  managed  by  an  experienced  American  planter, 
supplied  with  all  appliances  for  judicious  culture, 
not  more  tlian  one  bale  will  be  produced. 

CULTIVATION  OF  COTTON  IN  INDIA.  It 
appears  from  the  follov/ing  correspondence  that  the 
project  of  introducing  an  improved  system  of  cotton 
cultivation  in  India  is  by  no  means  abandoned.  The 
following  correspondence  on  the  subject  has  been 
published  in  the  London  papers:  [Bos.  ^di'. 

"60,  jriUon-cresccvt,M,y  25,  1843. 

Denr  sir:  Would  you  be  good  enough  lo  inform  me 
whether  the  government  is  in  possession  of  informa- 
tion as  to  the  cause  of  the  unexpected  return  of  the 
American  gentlemen  who  v/ere  recently  sent  out  to 
India  to  superintend  improvements  in  the  cultivation 
of  cotton  in  our  East  Indian  possessions,  and  to  in- 
troduce the  American  cotton  plant  into  that  country.' 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  M.  .GIBSON. 

To  W.  B.  Baring,  esq.  Board  of  Control." 

''India  Board,  June  I,  1842. 

"near  sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the25lh  ult. 
requesting  to  know  whether  the  government  are  in 
possession  of  information  as  to  the  cause  of  the  un- 
expected return  to  this  country  of  the  American  gen- 
tlemen who  were  lately  sent  out  to  India  to  superin- 
tend improvements  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton  in 
our  East  India  possessions,  I  have  the  honor  to  ap 
prize  you  tliat  three  only  of  ten  American  planters 
to  whom  you  refer  have  abandoned  their  engage- 
ments. 

"Those  gtnllemcn  were  settled  in  the  Bombay 
presidency.  They  seem  to  have  been  dissatisfied 
■with  the  amount  of  iheir  salaries.  They  were  dis- 
heartened by  the  failure  or  their  crops,  from  which 
they  expecti'd  to  derive  a  portion  of  their  remune 
lion;  and  perhaps  there  was  not  that  eagerness  evin- 
ced on  the  jiiirt  of  the  local  authorities  to  retain  their 
services,  which  the  importance  of  tiie  experiment 
•,md  the  interest  displayed  in  the  despatches  of  the 
home  government  should  have  insured. 

"No  time  has  been  lust  in  supplying  their  places 
from  the  other  presidencies,  and  in  resuming  the  ex- 
periments, which  have  hitherto,  in  spite  of  the  unfa- 
vorable season  of  1841,  served  rather  to  encourage 
than  to  darken  our  ultimate  prospects  of  success. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yourobeJient  servant, 
W.  B.  BARING. 
H  Titos.  JOilntr  Gibson,  esq.  Jtf.  P.  .51)  M'ilton-cresceiU." 

NEW  YORK  CITY  SCHOOLS.  The  37th  an- 
nual report  of  the  trustees  of  the  public  school  so- 
ciety expresses  some  melancholy  forebodings  from 
the  effects  of  the  occurrences  of  the  past  year  and 
from  the  statute  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature.  They  fear  that  their  "noble  institution 
will  be  subjected  to  the  blighting  influence  of  party 
strife  and  sectarian  influence,  and  that  its  hitherto 
peculiar  adaptation  lo  a  floating  population  embrac- 
ing an  immense  operative  mass  is  dimmed  forever. 

"The  boast  of  our  city,  that  in  her  public  schools 
the  uhildren  of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  of  the  Ameri- 
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can  and  the  foreigner,  all  mingled  as  a  band  of  broth- 
ers, imbibing  feelings  and  acquiring  sentiments  of  an 
equality  of  rights  and  privileges,  both  as  citizens  of 
this  great  republic  and  children  of  one  common  fa- 
ther, in  whose  right  all  the  people  of  the  earth  are 
as  one,  is  overthrown. 

How  far  and  how  long  the  board  may  bo  able  to 
continue  their  schools  under  the  intricate  provisions 
of  the ''act"  they  are  at  this  time  unable  to  ascertain. 
It  may  be  suflicient  to  say,  that  the  simple,  compre- 
hensive and  compact  system  matured  through  so 
many  years  assiduous  examination  and  careful  adap- 
tation to  its  object,  is  about  to  be  impaired  is  not  de- 
stroyed by  the  introduction  of  another  of  complex 
character,  a  system,  which  if  not  impracticable,  is 
in  their  judgment  ill  suited  to  a  city  population. 

With  this  hasty  glance  at  recent  events,  the  trus- 
tees proceed  to  sketch  a  review  of  ther  proceedings 
'  iring  the  past  year. 

The  whole  number  attending  all  the  schools  for 

bite  children,  on  the  1st  iMay  was  18,341,  and  color- 
ed 988,  viz: 

14  Boys'  schools, 
14  Girls'     do. 

2  Boys'  and  Girls' 
13  Primary  departments, 
48  Primary  schools, 

2  Boys'  schools,  c 

2  Girls'        do. 
1  Primary  department, 

3  Primary  schools. 
There  were  also,  in  addition  to  the  above,  344  chil- 
dren under  four  years  of  age  attending  the  several 
primary  departments. 

It  is  a  cause  of  deep  felt  gratification  that  the  nu- 
merous schools  under  their  charge  are  more  fully  at- 
tended than  ever  before,  and  are  at  the  same  time  in 
excellent  condition. 

Although  very  desirous  to  extend  the  sphere  of 
their  operations,  which  is  called  for  by  the  rapidly 
increasing  population  of  our  city,  the  trustees  have 
not  been  able  since  their  last  report  to  add  to  the 
number  of  their  schools  (with  (he  exception  of  a 
single  primary)  owing  to  the  want  of  funds. 

With  the  schools  in  general,  those  for  the  im- 
proveoient  of  their  junior  teachers  and  monitors, 
liave  during  the  past  year,  continued  to  flourish,  pro- 
mising a  harvest  of  well  qualified  and  faithful  la- 
borers in  the  cause. 

The  benefits  contemplated  from  the  free,  scholar- 
ships in  our  universities  and  grammar  schools,  and 
in  Rutgers'  Institute,  have  been  sought  by  a  number 
of  pupils.  Several  students  who  have  entered  col- 
lege from  the  public  schools,  have  been  distinguish- 
ed for  those  high  intellectual  and  moral  attainments 
so  gratifying  to  their  instructors, and  so  creditable  to 
themselves. 

Appended  lo  the  annual  statement  furnished  by 
the  board  to  the  constituted  authorities,  will  be  found 
a  census  of  the  children  to  the  public  schools,  showing 
that  a  very  small  proportion  of  those  attending  them, 
is  over  12  years  of  age.  p'rom  this  it  is  not  unrea- 
sonable to  infer,  that  a  large  number  of  those  not 
actually  at  school,  have  received  what  their  parents 
deem  a  sulficient  education,  and  have  be^^ealled 
upon  by  them  to  assist  in  procuring  a  liveMFiod  for 
the  family. 

There  will  also  be  found  a  table  showing  that  the 
actual  number  of  children  that  received  iustructions 
in  the  schools  during  the  past  twelve  months,  was 
nearly  double  that  returned  in  accordjifice  with  the 
form  required  by  law. 

ROBERT- C.  CORNELL,  president. 

A.  P.  HfiLsEY,  secretary. 

.Veic  York,  Miy  Glh,  1842. 

On  the  1 1th  page  of  the  report  will  be  found  a 
table,  showing  that  the  number  of  individual  pupils 
who  received  some  education  in  the  public  and  pri- 
mary schools,  during  (he  year  ending  May  1,  1842, 
was  38,007;  whil«  tlie  number  returned  to  Ihe  com- 
missioners of  school  money,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
law,  was  only  14,543,  sliowing  the  gross  injustice 
done  Ihe  system,  as  well  as  the  trustees,  by  the  legal 
requisition.  [.Kcw  York  Jimerican. 

IRISH  REPEAL.  Letter  from  Gen.  Jackson. 
Hermitage,  May  23,  1843.  Hir:  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  I4lh 
iiist.,  enclosing  me  leKcrs  of  introduction  from  Col. 
R.  M.  Johnson  and  other  gentlemen,  and  acquainting 
me  with  the  objects  of  your  visit  to  Ihis  country,  as 
the  agent  of  the  Young  Men's  Irish  Repeal  associa- 
tion of  New  York.    • 

No  individual  can  take  a  deeper  interest  than  I  do 
in  whatever  concerns  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
llie  Irish  people.  A|id  there  is  nothing  more  grate- 
ful to  my  I'eelings  than  the  anticipation,  authorized 
by  the  progress  of  liberal  principles  throughout  the 
world,  tliat  the  day  is  not  lar  distant,  when  without 


olenoe  or  civil  commotion,  Ireland  will  regain  the 
principles  she  lost  in  1800,  and  be  in  possession  of  all 
the  blessings  that  flow  from  a  government  deriving 
its  authority  from  the  will  of  her  people,  and  admin- 
istered with  a  view  to  their  security  and  happiness. 
That  the  measures  calculated  to  produce  this  happy 
result  may  be  crowned  with  speedy  success  is  my 
fervent  prayer. 

But  at  the  same  time  that  1  express  thus  freely  my 
sympathies  for  that  noble-hearted  and  generous  peo- 
ple, and  my  hopes  that  the  exertions  they  are  mak- 
ing peaceably  and  constitutionally  to  recover  the  re- 
presentative government  may  be  successful,  it  is  pro- 
per for.  me  to  say  that  I  do  so  without  meaning  to 
transcend  that  maxim  which  leaches  us  not  to  inter- 
fere offensively  with  the  internal  affairs  of  other, 
nations.  The  preservation  of  the  principle  on  which 
this  maxim  rests  is  far  more  important  to  the  good  of 
mankind  than  any  benefit  which  can  possibly  be  ob- 
tained by  a  departure  from  it,  and  there  are  no  peo- 
ple, I  am  sure,  who  would  be  less  willing  than  the 
Irish  to  occupy  a  position  which  would  bring  into 
question  the  justice  of  the  principle. 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  would  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  attend  tlie  meeting  which  you  propose, 
but  tfie  feeble  state  of  my  health  will  not  permit  me 
to  do  so. 

Thanking  you  for  the  too  favorable  terms  in  which 
you  are  pleased  to  allude  to  me  personally,  and  as- 
suring you  that  the  Irish  blood  which  flows  in  my 
veins  will  never  cease,  but  with  my  life  alone,  to 
beat  in  unison  witli  those  who  have  at  heart  the  se-J 
curity  of  Irish  liberty,  I  subscribe  myself  very  tru-B 
ly,  your  obedient  servant,  .  Tf 

ANDREW  JACKSON.  - 
To  Thomas  JWoonti/,  esq.  agent  of  tlie  Irish  Repeal  asso- 
ciation of  Mu)  York — jVasteii/e. 

INVENTIONS  IN  MISSILES  OF  WAR.    "An 
I^■FERN.^L  MACHINE."     Mr.  William  Reals,  pyrotech- 
nist,  exhibited  to  us  this  morning,  a  model  of  the  ex-  ,; 
pandi.ig   cannon   ball  invented   by  him.     This  ball,  i 
when  discharged  from  a  32  pounder,  will  expand  the  '! 
mstant  it  leaves  the  cannon,  from  three  to  four  feet, 
and  is  capable  of  destroying  the  whole  main  rigging 
of  a   ship,  and  would  cut  down  four  men   standing  . 
abreast  in    the  field.      This   ball  was  examined  at 
Washington,   last  week,  by  the  president,  Mr.   Up- 
shur, secretary  of  the   navy,  and  several   naval  and 
military  officers,  who  pronounced  it  a  very  singular 
and  ingenious  invention.     The  secretary  is  about  or- 
dering an  experiment  to  be  made  with  it  at  the  navy 
yard,  Charlestown. 

Mr.  Beals  has  also  made  some  improvements   in 
the  rocket   boat,  and  it  was  propelled   in    less  than    I 
half  a  minute  about  three  hundred  yards,  and  struck    | 
within  six    inches  of  the  point  towards  which  it  was   j 
directed. 

Mr.  Upshur,  m  a  note  says— "I  witnessed  an  ex- 
periment with  Mr.  Beals'  rocket  boat  on  a  small 
scale,  which  was  highly  satisfactory." 

[Boston  Transcript. 

Colt's  ScuM.iRiHE  Battery.  Mr.  Colt  made 
an  experiment  on  Saturday  with  his  newly  in- 
vented submarine  battery,  which  was  considered 
highly  satisfactory.  The  explosion  took  place  in  the 
bay,  opposite  Castle  garden.  It  was  attended  with  a 
dull  and  heavy  rushing  sound,  and  a  huge  column  of 
water  was  thrown  suddenly  and  violently  to  a  height 
of  twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  the  air.  Any  thing  less 
than  a  ship  of  the  line  must  have  been  either  de- 
stroved  or  capsized  had  the  explosion  taken  place 
imnicdiaiely  under  it.  But  it  strikes  us  that  the 
great  diliiculty  in  rendering  the  battery  efficient  must 
be  the  impossibility  of  placing  it  immediately  under 
any  vessel  that  it  may  be  designed  to  destroy. 

[J^'cw  York  Snn. 

Sub-marine  explosion.  A  great  incident  of  the 
fourth,  was  the  complete  destruction,  by  means  of 
the  votluic  spark,  of  a  vessel,  looking  like  an  old  gun- 
boat. This  new  application  of  science  to  the  power 
of  destruction,  was  made  by  .Mr.  Colt,  the  patentee 
of  Ihe  rifles,  &c.  'I  he  case  containing  the  combus- 
tibles was  sunk  under  the  hulk,  and  a  wire  conduct- 
ed from  it  to  the  deck  of  the  North  Carolina,  distant 
some  two  or  three  hundred  yards.  At  the  moment 
fixed,  (1  o'clock,)  Mr.  Coition  the  deck  of  the  Ca- 
rolina, applied  the  acid  to  his  plates,  and,  quicker 
than  thought,  tlie  doomed  hulk  was  thrown  into  the 
air,  and  scattered  into  fragments.  A  more  complete 
experiment  was  never  performed.  Tens  of  thou- 
sands spectators  witnessed  it  from  the  battery.  Of 
this  ncH'  element  in  harbor  defence  we  have  not 
room  to  speak  to-day;  but  it  certainly  seems  pronns- 
i,,^.  [A:  Y.  ..Imerican. 

A  writer  on  board  the  North  Carolina  thus  de- 
scribes it  in  the  New  York  Courier  ami  Enquirer: 
"Mr.  Colt  having  his  magnetic  battery  ready  on  the 
quarter  deck  of  Uiis  ship,  the  wires  from  whicli  liav- 
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ing  been  passed,  under  water,  and  connected  with 
the  explosive  macliine  under  the  fated  vessel — said, 
"gevllemen,  I  am  ready — look  out;''  when  with  the 
quickness  of  the  electric  flash  the  vessel  was  blown 
up.  and  into  ten  thousand  frap^ments,  which  were 
seen  amidst  a  column  of  water  thrown  up  with  them, 
to  a  height  of  some  120  feet,  looking  like  a  great 
Avatcr  spout,  when  the  whole,  water  and  fragments 
fell,  as  does  water  from  a.  jd  d'eau,  or  fountain, 
though  in  a  loss  regular  form.  The  suddenness  with 
which  the  vessel,  which  I  suppose  to  have  been  of 
some  hundred  tons  burden,  disappeared — was  more 
like  an  optical  delusion  than  reality — for  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  form  and  fashion  of  the 
boat,  was  changed  into  a  column  of  water  and  frag- 
ments. 

"Sliouls  broke  from  the  multitude  that  lined  the 
shores.  The  band,  as  if  electrified  by  the  sudden- 
ness of  the  destruction  of  the  vessel,  struck  np, 
"Yankee  Doodle-,''^  which  was  as  much  as  to  say  ^'■btal 
that  who  can.''''  And  now  the  scene  was  closed,  all 
hands  awarding  to  Mr.  Colt  the  praise  of  having 
struck  upon  a  device  that  will  be  a  more  certain  pro- 
-tcclor  to  our  ports  and  harbors,  against  invading 
flctls,  than  would  scores  of  batteries,  and  men  of 
wai-,  for  against  these  visible  agents  of  defence, 
power  can  be  employed  and  applieti,  but  against  this 
immersed,  hidden,  and  invisible  agent,  with  power 
enough  to  blow  to  atoms  the  proudest  navy  that 
floats,  in  a  moment,  no  power  can  be  applied,  and  no 
vigilance  can  guard  against  its  devastating  effects. 
All  such  discoveries  are  but  the  messengers  of  secu- 
rity and  peace.  For  no  commander  will  have  the 
tementy  to  navigate  his  ship  into  waters,  where 
these  hidden  agents  for  her  destruction  are  known 
to  be  concealed.  No  commander,  though  as  intre- 
pid as  Paul  Jones,  would  provoke  their  power." 

[From  the  Buffalo  Mvertiser.] 
]Mr.  Editor;  A*s  new  and  strange  things  are  occa- 
sionally the  theme  of  the  public  press,  we  hope  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  place  in  your  columns  to  the 
following  gratifying  exhibition: 

We,  this  day,  l)y  the  politeness  of  Mr.  William  F. 
Ketchum,  of  Ijulfalo,  had  the  pleasure  of  witness- 
ing an  experiment  of  his  newly  invented  explosive 
ball.  Mr.  Ketchum  made  six  shots  (for  the  want  of 
a  proper  target)  at  trees  near  the  lake  beach,  from  a 
six  pound  brass  gun  of  the  Buffalo  artillery. 

The  ball  is  intended  to  explode  on  entering  the  ob- 
ject assailed  to  a  desirable  depth.  The  result  of 
I  five  of  the  shots  was  agreeable  to  the  inventor's  de- 
ijSign — -entering  the  object  and  exploding — showing 
the  destructive  effigct  of  such  explosion  to  admira- 
tion— the  one  failing  to  meet  his  views,  being  fired 
at  a  tree  of  about  20  inches  diameter,  struck  so  far 
from  the  centre  as  to  glance  off  on  an  angle  of  .35  to 
45  degrees,  so  that  explosion  did  not  seem  to  take 
place  for  want  of  suflicient  opposition  to  its  projec- 
',  tile  motion. 

Mr.  Ketchum  says  the  principle  is  applicable  to 
all  sizes  of  ordnance  from  61bs.  to  the  largest  used 
ID  the  army  or  navy — and  the  nature  of  the  construc- 
tion is  such  that  there  is  perfect  safety  in  handling 
balls  for  purposes  of  loading,  stowing  away  or 
transporting  from  place  to  place. 

The  balls  being  ready  for  use  before  being  taken  on 
the  ground  for  experiment,  we  could  discover  none 
of  the  internal  construction — but  ascertained  that  no 
fuse  is  in  any  way  attached— and  that  the  explosion 
is  the  result  of  impingement  when  the  ball  assails  an 
object.  The  peculiar  formation  of  the  bail  'seems 
to  cause  it  to  take  a  very  accurate  direction — as  the 
shots  were  made  with  more  precision  than  we  ever 
before  witnessed — and  it  appears  to  us  that  there  is 
as  much  accuracy  in  the  direction  of  the  ball  as  that 
shot  from  a  cut  or  creased  rifle. 

From  the  result  of  the  trials  we  saw,  we  are  of 
epinion  that  the  inventor  has  accomplished  one  of 
the  most  important  objects  ever  attained  in  the  con- 
struction of  warlilic  weapons,  and  we  hope  the  pro- 
jector will  not  fail  to  meet  the  encouragement  which 
untiring  genius  so  justly  merits. 

We  also  saw  a  hand  grenade  of  Mr.  Ketchum's 
invention  which  lie  has  designed  for  use  in  naval  ac- 
tions—to be  thrown  from  the  vessel  in  close  action: 
from  the  deck  or  round  top — or  in  case  of  boarding, 
also  to  be  used  for  the  defence  of  forts,  when  an 
enemy  may  attempt  to  take  them  by  storm. 

The  grenade  is  so  constructed  as  to  be  of  suitable 
size  and  shape  to  throw — will  weigh  about  one 
pound— but  may  be  made  to  weigh  more  or  less,  ac- 
(SOrding  to  the  place  of  its  contemplated  use.  The 
formation  and  principles  are  such  that  it  is  perfectly 
safe  to  handle,  stow  away  or  transport  as  occasion 
may  require — .yet  sure  to  explode  when  thrown  bv 
coming  in  contact  with  any  substance  as  hard  as 
wood  or  even  by  striking  a  man,  and  numerous  ex- 
periments have  proved  its  effects  on  explosion  to  be 
extremely  destruclive. 


Thus  with  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  effect  of 
both  the  explosive  ball  and  hand  grenade,  we  cheer- 
fully ascribe  to  Mr.  Ketchum  the  honor  and  ability 
of  having  invented  and  constructed  two  of  the  most 
formidable  and  destructive  missiles  of  war  ever  ex- 
hibited to  the  world. 

.TONATHAN  H.  FORD, 

A.  I.  ALLEN, 

F.  D.  SPALDING. 


June  16,  1843. 

AMISTAD  AFRICANS.  Intelligence  from  Sierra 
Leone  to  April  20  informs  that  ihe  missionary,  the 
rev.  William  Raymond  with  his  wife  and  child  con- 
tinued in  good  health.  The  rev.  James  Steele  had 
returned  from  his  visit  dov/n  the  coast,  with  Cinque 
and  a  few  of  the  other  Mendians — after  an  absence 
of  twenty  days — and  found  no  location  where  they 
could  advantageously  establish  the  mission.  Soon 
after  his  return  he  had  a  violent  fever,  three  weeks. 
He  was  convalescing,  but  his  physician  had  advised 
him  to  return,  for  some  months,  to  the  United  States, 
before  the  rain  season  should  commence,  to  recruit 
his  health.  Mr.  Raymond  has  taken  a  farm  at  York, 
near  Sierra  Leone,  where  part  of  the  Mendians  are 
occupied  with  study  and  agriculture.  Meantime  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Fcrgusson,  the  late  acting  governor, 
to  Lewis  Tappan,  esq.  slates  that  the  Mendians  re- 
mained in  Freetown,  (Sierra  Leone).  "Having  had 
unrestricted  intercourse  with  hundreds  of  their  coun- 
try people,  they  gradually  relapsed  from  the. desire 
of  their  friends  and  patrons  in  America,  that  they 
should  continue  to  live  together.  One  by  one  they 
dropped  off,  and  even  Cinque  himself  has  procured  an 
investment  of  goods  with  which  he  has  gone  to  the 
Sherbro  country  to  purchase  produce  for  the  Sierra 
Leone  market. 

I  believe  that  the  females  and  ten  of  the  men  are 
still  together  with  Mr.  Raymond. 

I  am  no  longer  in  administration  of  the  government 
of  this  colony,  but  I  shall,  nevertheless,  continue  to 
regard  the  future  proceedings  of  the  Mendians  with 
great  interest,  and  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to 
know  that  Col.  Macdona'ld,  our  present  governor,  is 
readily  disposed  to  render  them  whatever  aid  or  pro- 
tection they  may  require,  or  it  may  be  in  his  power 
to  grant. 

i  will  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  would  send  me 
the  .pleadings  in  the  case  of  the  Amistad,  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Baldwin." 


THE  SANTA  FE  EXPEDITION.  List  nf  those 
loho  were  k'dled  or  d'led  upon  the  road.  For  the  infor- 
mation of  those  who  had  friends  upon  the  Texan 
Sania  Fe  expedition,  we  publish  the  following  list, 
believing  it  to  be  nearly  correct: 

A.  J.  Davis,  accidently  shot  on  the  Brushy. 

Lockridge,  accidently  shot  on  Little  River. 

Flint,  died  of  cholicon  the  march. 

Dr.  Brashear,  died  of  consumption  on  the  march. 

Johnson,  sergeant,  died  at  Puebla,  in  Mexico. 

Major  Sturgess,  died  of  liver  complaint  on  the  Palo 
Duro. 

Ernest,  died  of  fatigue,  want  of  food,  and  exposure 
in  New  Mexico.       • 

Gates  died  near  Paso  del  Norte,  of  inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  contracted  by  exposure. 

J.  Walker,  died  of  small  pox  at  Guanajuato. 

Harris,  also  died  of  small  pox  at  Guanajuato. 

Dogherly,  died  of  small  pox  at  Guanajuato. 

It  is  supposed  that  others,  left  behind  at  San  Luis 
Potosi  and  Guanajuato,  with  the  small  pox,  died;  but 
their  names  vve  have  been  unable  to  learn. 

Larrabee,dicd  in  a  waggon  between  Paso  d«l  Norte 
and  Chihuahua. 

Lieut.  G.  R.  Hull,  killed  by  Indians  on  the  Palo 
Duro.  t 

S.  W.  Howland,shotby  orderof  governor  Arraijo, 
at  San  Miguel. 

Wm.  Maybee  or  Mayby,  killed  by  Indians  on  the 
Palo  Duro,  a  river  on  which  the  expedition  encamp- 
ed some  three  weeks. 

John  McAlister,  shot  by  order  of  Salazar,  on  the 
march  from  San  Miguel  to  Paso. 

James  Dunn,  killed  by  Indians  on   the  Palo  Duro. 

Francis  D.  Woodson,  killed  at  same  time  by  In- 
dians. 

Captain  Baker,  shot  by  order  of  Armijo  at  San 
Miguel. 

ilosenbury,  shot   by  Mexicans   in   endear 

Dr.  Bell,  killed  by  Indians  on  the  Grand   Prairie. 

Manuel,  a  Mexican  servant,  shot  by  a  drummer  in 
New  Mexico. 

Washington  Wilkins,  killed  by  Indians  on  the 
Grand  Prairie. 

Griffith,  brains  knocked  out  by  order  of  Salazar  on 
the  road  from  San  Miguel  to  Paso. 

Ramon,  a  Mexican  servant,  killed  by  Indians  near 
the  Palo  Duro. 


Mercer,  died  in  camp  from  a  wound  received  by 
Indians. 

Glenn,  killed  by  Indians  on  the  route. 

Golphin,  shot  on  the  road  from  San  Miguel  to  Pasa 
by  order  of  Capt.  Salazar. 

Donovan,  killed  by  Indians  on  the  Grand  Prairie. 

Glasse,  killed  by  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Palo 
Duro. 

Robert  C.  Todd,  killed  by  Indians  on  the  Grand 
Prairie. 

Snow,  killed  by  Indians  on  the  route. 

Fletcher,  killed  also  by  the  Indians. 

Samuel  Flenner,  killed  by  Indians  in  vicinity  of 
the  Palo  Duro. 

F.  Keenan,  killed  by  Indians  on  the  route. 

The  above  is  as  complete  a  list  as  we  can  gather, 
and  is  believed  to  be  nearly  correct.  It  will  be  seen 
that  no  less  than  35  were  lost  in  all. 

[A^.  0.  Picaijaue. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  WOMEN  A?;D  CHIL- 
DREN IN  COAL  MINES.  We  have  just  received 
huge  blue  hooka,  being  parts  I  and  II  of  the 
"Appendix"  to  the  parliamentary  "Commission  on 
Children's  Emphijmenls.^''  Each  "part"  consists  of 
nearly  900  folio  pa  jes.  Part  I  is  illustrated  by  some 
lithographic  sketcjies  of  men,  of  women,  of  chil- 
dren, employed  in  what  we  may  term  "brute  labor" 

d  "brute  transport."  Here  are  women  harnessed  to 
coal  carts,  and  dragging  them  through  scams  of  coal 
from  22  to  28  inches,  in  height, — working  their  bur- 
dens, some  backward,  and  some  forward,  over  the 
dismal  perforations, rather  than  roads,  with  a  dip  of 
1  foot  in  3,  to  1  foot  in  6.  This  infamous,  this  dis- 
gusting, this  unsexing  employment  is  exacted,  «H/ii5 
day,  of  wretched,  hut  miserably  poor  and  untiring-ly 
industrious  women  (.')  in  some  of  the  mines  of  Scut- 
land,  and  the  north  of  England,  under  circumstances 
to  which  at  present  we  cannot  trust. ourselves  further 
to  allude.  We  shall  speedily  recur  to  the  subject, 
however,  more  at  large.  In  mines  in  Lancashire, 
boys  are  employed,  some  in  pushing,  others  in  drag- 
ging loaded  coal  trucks  through,  those  miserable 
seams  or  galleries — the  pushers  becoming  bald,  from 
the  friction  of  their  heads  against  the  trucks;  the 
draggers  maimed  from  hauling  it  on  their  hands  and 
knees — and  both  these  employments  arc  habitual!  In 
mines  in  Rochdale  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Preston  and 
Macclesfield,  minors  work  at  the  coal  in  positions 
and  under  restraints  and  confinement,  as  to  space  for 
their  exertions,  which  shock  belief,  but  are  terribly 
exemplified  in  the  rude  but  effective  lithngraplis  a't 
p.  158,  &c.  of  part  I.  One  of  the  men  shown  (and 
of  all  represented  ,in  the  tuts  it  is  said  (p.  1511)  iliat 
"they  generally  work  'naked'") — is  as  ds-,litute  of 
all  habiliments  as  a  native  of  the  Was'iington  is- 
lands. He  was  found  working  "in  a  misia  not  more 
thaifclS  to  20  inches  in  thickness.  His  chest  was 
hrou"-ht  down  so  as  almost  forest  upon  the  thigh,  and 
the  head  bent  down  almost  to  the  knee!"  How 
strange  that  .£20,000,000  of  money  should  have  bee:i 
heaped  upon  the  fetters  of  negro  slaves  in  the  West 
Indies  in  order  to  break  them,  and  that  not  one  in- 
dignant tongue  sho'.ild  have  yet  been  heard  within 
the  walls  of  parliament,  to  denounce  a  legalized,  or 
at  least  permitted  system  of  physical  degradation  to 
men,  of  moral  ruin  and  bodily  torture  to  women,  of 
barbarous  captivity  and  toil  to  children,  for  which 
the  bondage  of  Egyptian  taskmasters,  tho  tyranny  of 
European  "overseers,"  and  the  humiliations  of 
Moorish  slavery  have  supplied  no  parallel,  and  can 
suggest  no  type!  [London  J\Iorning  Herald. 

CALICO  PRINTING.  A  discovery  has  lately 
been  made  in  calico  printing  which  will  probably 
cause  a  reduction  in  tho  price  of  that  article;  it  has 
heretofore  been  necessary  to  put  on  each  color  from 
a  different  block,  for  whieh  purpose  .several  impres- 
sions were  necessary.  The  invention  alluded  to  ob- 
viates this  difticiilty;  the  whole  figure  is  engraved 
upon  one  block,  the  different  parts  consisting  of  dif- 
ferent metals,  screwed  on  the  block;  a  peculiar  kind 
of  ink,  the  secret  mode  of  preparing  which  has  not 
transpired,  is  then  placed  uniformly  over  the  me- 
tallic surface,  and  a  stream  of'electricity  being  di- 
rected momentarily  upon  it,  the  color  of  the  ink  is 
changed  instantly  I'roin  a  very  beautiful  green  to  a 
variety  of  colors;  differing  according  to  ihc  metal 
upon  which  it  is  placed,  that  on  the  portions  of  the 
to  '  figure  which  are  engraved  on  wood,  retaining  its 
I  original  color;  an  impression  is  taken  immediately, 
and  the  various  colors  thus  transferred  to  the  calico. 
The  expense  of  the  block  and  ink  is  something  more 
than  that  of  the  old  plan,  but  the  labor  which  is  ren- 
dered unnecessary  by  the  invention  much  more  than 
compensates  for  it.  [Pittsburg  Chrcnkle. 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTION. 

Waslungton,  June  13,  1842. 
Dr.An  sir:  Having  recently  received  from  abroad 
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some  articles  which  may  be  of  interest  to  sotrie  of 
the  members  or  correspondents  of  the  institution,  I 
VA'O  great  pleasure  in  presenting;  the  following: 

Seed  beans  from  Chili,  for  table  use. 

Watermelon  seed  from  Chili,  ^   ygry  gu- 

Custard  apple  seed  from  Chili,  r    perior. 

Xectarine&Damascusseed  from  Chili,   ) 

Nankeen  cotton  seed  from  Ecuador. 

Mineral  earth  from  Chili,  which  ray  correspon- 
dent describes  thus: 

"The  mineral  earth  is  called  Huimo,  and  is  much 
esteemed  in  England  for  fertilizing  the  soil.  This  is 
a  Chilian  product,  lately  discovered.  The  last  price 
cf  this  article  in  England  was  $92  per  ton.  Apply 
it  to  jour  flower  nets  and  garden  in  small  quantity  to 
each  plant,  sav  a  pinch  with  three  finjers,  and  fif- 
teen days  after",  you  will  be  astonished  attheeKcct. 

The  seed  beans  I  can  safely  recommend,  having 
used  them  at  my  table  for  some  days  past,  and  found 
them  very  far  superior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  rais- 
ed in  this  country. 

T|,c  cotton  13  of  remarkably  deep  color,  but  the 
staple  is  short;  this  would  probably  bo  improved  by 
careful  cultivation. 

I  am  gratified  to  find  that  the  institution  has  open- 
ed its  doors  to  ihe  whole  people  of  our  country  and 
to  the  world  at  large.  Under  such  a  system  it  can- 
not fail  to  flourish,  and  to  that  end  each  citizen  would 
cheerfully  contribute  his  mite.  With  much  respect 
vour  most  obedient  servant. 
^  JAMES  I-I.  CAUSTEN. 

Francis  Markoe,  jr. 

Cor.  sec'ry  JV'nfionni  7n.5ii(ii(ion. 

TARIFF  ARGUMENTS.  There  is  some  amuse- 
ment to  be  had  in  locking  over  the  recent  arguments 
of  the  protection  men,  of  which  vfe  would  not  de- 
prive our  readers— though  full  awEtre  that  to  the 
great  majority  of  them,  indignant  atthe  flagrantout- 
raee  upon  their  rights  and  all  good  faith,  which  the 
whigpartvis  bent  on  perpctra.ing,  it  would  be  an 
infliction,  did  we  occupv  our  columns  with  any  long 
and  formal  discussion  of  the  inexpediency  and  un- 
constitutionality of  taxing  other  classes  to  enrich  the 
manufacturers.  To  reason  with  the  latter  who  car- 
ry their  reason,  patriotism,  conscience  and   religion 


they  are  silent  and  calm  in  the  view  of  those  ahomi-j  journal.  Not  biing  acquainted  with  your  Washing-; 
nable  things.'  Have  they  been  so  broken  and  hum-  ton  corresponoent,  I  address  myself  directly  to  you. .J 
bled  by  the  iron  tyranny  of  the  bank,  and  the  fun-i  ji  Yvill  he  remembered  by  those  who  feel  interest-ii" 
gus  aristocracy  of  rag  brokers,  that  they  will  sub- 1  ej  in  public  movements,  that  about  the  middle  ofi' 
mit  to  anything.'-  No! — They  are  not  roused  and  jajt  November,  Gen.  William  S.  Murphy,  left  your 
hotly  excited,  because  nothing  base  from  the  whig  L-ity  in  the  brig  Florida  Blanca,  for  I?eiize,  British ' 
party  is  new  or  strange.  It  is  no  surprising  thing  to  Honduras;  and  though  the  precise  object  of  his  voy- 
find  the  manufacturers  unprincipled  and  greedy  for  I  ggg  ^-ag  pot  known,  it  was  generally  understood  that. 
''^*'  I  he  had  an   important  mission   from  our  general  gov-' 


spoil,  nor  that  they  should  ask  a  violation  of  th  ^ 

promise  at  the  hands  of  the  vvhigs,  who  have  proved  I  ernment  to  Central  America, 
that  their   forte   and  vocation  is^the  bold  breaking  of ' 
pledges.     But   the   south  is  not  the  less  resolved  to 
insist  on  the   compromise,  because  convinced  of  the 
dishonesty  of  the   other  parties   to  it.     The  war  is 


Several  gentlemen  had  been  previously  despatch-- 
ed  by  the  government  to  that  interesting  conntry,  but 
had  effected  little.     Mr.  Stephens  looked  among  the 


over,  and   our  rights  defined  hv  solemn  trealj,  let  it   dead   rather  than  the  living  and  was  unable 

not  be  supposed,  beqause  we  abide  in  quiet,  beneath  ]  appears  trom  his  book,  to  find  any  government  what- 

our  own   vine  and   fig  tree,  and    do  not  saw  the  air 


brandishing  defiance  at  every  threat  of  invasion, 
that  we  are  not  ready,  again  to  strike,  should  the  ty- 
ranny we  have  striken  down  again  erect  Hself.  While 
the  lariiiites  have  multiplied  petitions  for  authority 
to  plunder  us,  we  have  deemed  it  neither  politic  nor 
dignified,  to  recognize  by  counter  petitions  any  con- 
gressional   discretion    in  such  a    question.     We  had 


ver.  Gen.  Murphy  has  been  more  fortunate,  as  he 
has  not  only  found  a  regular  general  government, 
but  the  most  friendly  feelings  toward  the  U.  Slates, 
which  that  distinguished  gentleman  was  enabled  to 
cherish  and  increase.  ^  ' 

The  British  government  obtained  some  years  since 
a  footing  for  a  colony  at  Belize,  which  has  increas- 
,  ed  untilBritish  Honduras  extends  some  two  hundred 
supposed  that  the  significance  of  such  quietude  was  |  ^iieg  into  the  interior,  and  a  regular  colonial   gov- 
not  to  be  mistaken — that  our  silence  was  even  elo-j  ernment  has  been  formed  under  Ihe  English   crown. 
quent.     But  with  characteristic  tariff  effrontery  it  is  ;  jn    1834,  the  "Eastern    Coast  of   Central  America 
boastfully  inferred  in  congress,  that   as  the  southern  |  Qg^jpuny,"  obtained   a  grant  of  the   entire  state  of. 
people  no   longer  send  anti-tariff  petitions,  they  no  |  Verapaz,  embracing   14,000,000   acres  of  the   best  ' 
longer  deprecate  a  protective  tariff,  but  are  prepared  1  ja,,;)  i,,  (he  world.     This  company  is  also  under  the 
not  only  to  tolerate  but  to  welcome  it!     We  were  to  1  JJrjtish  crown,  and   John   Bull  seems  determined  to 
take    it  for  granted,  it   seems,  that  we  were  dealing    ,nQnopo]|2g  (he    whole   country   of  the  Cordilleras 
with    villains    and  we   shew    that   we    are  ready  to  i  from  ocean  to  ocean.     This  same  company  had  re- 
countenance  them  in  deliberate   perfidy,  because  we  i  ceived  a  grant  by  which  the  port  and  town  of  Santo, 
do  not    insult   congress   with    files   of    petitions,  be- 1 -phomas,  in  the  Golfo  Dolce,  was  secured  on  certain 
seeching    them    not  to  be    perfidious!     Why  this  ho- ;  ponjitions.  These  conditions  never  having  been  com- 
norable   member  would    have    contended    that  filial    plied  with,  the  Central  Americans  again    have  pos- 
piety  was  at  a  discount,  and  parricide  no  crime,  had  :  session  of  the  port,  and   refuse  to  allow  any  farther 
he  lived   among   those   who  named   not  parricide  in !  negotiation  with  Great  Britain  on  the  subject, 
their  list  of  homicides,  because   they  deemed   it  an 


in  their  purses,  and  who  know  no  other  voice  but  that ,  ^^  dignified,  patriotic,  and  free  from  party  allu- 

of  Mammon,  would  be  not  only  useless  but  a  deser-   ^.^^^^  '^^  electioneering  appeals.     He  speaks  of  th. 
tiou  of  the  ground  which  the  south  has  long  occupied  Julv-its   patriotic   associat 

1    Ifiio    tn    hpr    own  hnniir  i  _.        -  r  . 


and  is  bound  to  maintain,  if  true  to  her  own  honor 
and  to  posterity,  that  this  fUscussion  is  closed  for  us,  | 
and  we  have  no  tnore  than  that  we  will  not  submit  to  | 
a  revival  of  the  odious  tyranny.  It  were  like  wast- 1 
ing  time  in  piling  truisms  and  working  out  the  proof 
of  axioms  to  encounter  the  protectionists  as,  una- 
bashed by  rei'iitation,  they  return  again  and  agafri  to 
knitting  up  the  ravelled  sleeve  of  sophistry  and  false- 
hood; and  it  is  hard  to' keep  one's  temper  towards 
the  impudence  that  pc.-sists  in  urging  their  dishonest 
projects  in  the  self-same  garb  of  hypocrisy,  in  which 
they  have  been  so  often  met,  detected  and  spurned. 
They  believe  they  can  make  money  by  a  protective 
tariff,  and  they  will  have  it  if  possible;  and  unless 
they  are  voted  down  in  congress,  or  vetoed  by  the 
president,  or  nullified  by  the  states,  to  think  of  check- 
ing them  bv  anything  less  potent,  is  as  preposterous 
as  if  Archiinides  had  sought  to  move  the  earth  with- 
out a  fulcrum:  for  whereupon  shall  we  rest  our 
lever.'  On  established  principles  of  political  econo- 
iny?  They  scout  at  the  lessons  of  experience,  and 
call  them  'the  dreams  of  theorists.'  On  facts  certified 
by  public  doruments?  They  turn  their  backs  upon 
Iho  national  archives,  and  tiy  to  falsification  of  their 
o'.vn.  On  the  constitution.'  They  have  declared  war 
>ipon  it  in  a  formal  manifesto;  and  deride  as  "ab- 
stractionists" all  who  hold  it  in  any  sort  of  reve- 
rence. On  justice,  patriotism,  conscience.'  Their 
God  is  Mammon.  They  have  determined  to  effect 
their  purpose  "at  every  cost  and  any  hazard"  as  the 
ruin  they  have  wrought  in  the  revenues  and  credit 
of  the  government  bears  witness.  Why  should  the 
south  do  more  then  than  silently  and  calmly  abide  in 
the  unalterable  resolve  to  resist  them.' 

We  have  seen  the  whig  party  proceed  from  one 
measure  to  another  in  sacrificing  the  people  to  capi- 
talists, and  giving  the  public  chest  into  the  hands  of 
stock  gamblers.  I'oiled  on  the  bank  question,  they 
have  nevertheless  divided  the  land  revenue,  and  are 
pressing  the  assumption  of  state  di-.ljts,  tha'  foreign 
brokers'  and  their  agents  here  may  he  billeted  upon 
the  American  laborer,  and  now  boldly  proposing  the 
iloublc  perfidy  of  breaking  the  compromise,  and  the 
pledge  to  it  in  tho  proviso  of  tnc  distribution  act; 
they  have  concentrated  all  their  energies  and  identi- 
fied their  existence  as  a  party  for  and  with  a  tariff  of 
protection;  and  hciueforward  stiould  be  named  in 
the  south  only  as  Ike  lurijl'  party! 

I»   the  spirit  of  our  people  less  resolute  because 


The  "Eastern  Coast  of  Central  America  Compa- 
ny," finding  they  could  not  themselves  renew  their 
grant  for  Santo  Thomas,  entered  into  a  bargain  to 
sell  100,000  acres  in  Verapaz,  to  a  Belgian  company, 
provided  the  Belgian  government  rould  get  posses- 
sion of  the  town  and  country  lost  by  forfeiture. 

The  negotiation  now  became  a  subject  in  which 
the  crowned  heads  openly  took  part,  and  King  Leo- 
peold  sent  a  brig  of  war  to  Santo  Thomas,  with  a 
Col.  De  lluydt,  fur  the  express  purpose  of  assisting 

_ ^.  __ _._ ^._    and   the;his   Belgian   subjects.      The   colonel   proceeded   at 

duty  we  aM  owe  to  our  country  and  to  ourselves  to  ,  once  to  Guatemala,  and  succeeded  in  procuring  the 

reverence  the  principles  which  make  it  illustrious.      !  passage  of  a  grant,  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  in 

[Mex.  Gnz.      !  that  city  of  Gen.  Murphy,  but  the  grant  had  not  yet 

)Tn5/i!)ig(oii,  July  2(1,  1842.      |  been  approved  by  president  Lopez. 


unheard  of  and  impossible  atrocity 

We   shall   take  up   some  other  arguments  equally 
sound,  in  another  article. 

[Charleston  (S.  C.)Mercxtry,  of  June  30(/i. 

MR.  WEBSTER'S  LETTER  to  the  Tylerites  at 
Philadelphia,  is  just  what  we  expected   from  him 


Gentlemen:  It   would  gi' 


great  plea 


ifl 


public  duties  permitted,  to  join  in  the  celebration  of  |  ,^^_.,^  ^^^^^  ^_^j  ^^^^  ,^'g 


By  the  terms  of  the  grant  the   Belgians  were  to 


But  I  am  unable  to 


custom  house  at  Santo 


They  were  also  to  erect 
"homas,  and  for  twenty 


the  approaching  anniversary. 

leave  Ihe  scat  of  government.     I  tender  you  my  best  |  "  ^^,  e^jgbiish  -such  impost  duties  as  they  thought 
-ishes,  and  would  faiirhope,  that  all  who  may  asserri-,  ^^.^p^j.^  ,jg,f.  ^f  ^.i,;^,,  ^^^^  jo  be  paid  to  the  govern- 

I  epoch,:  ^^g^j  Jj.  Quatemala,  while  Belgian   vessels  v.-ere  to 
be  admitted  free. 

r\s  soon  as  Gen'l  Murphy  arrived  he  was  waited 


ble  on  Monday  to  commemorate  our  natii 

Id   feel,  in    full   m' 


in  any  part  of  the  country 

sure,  the  influence  of  that  spirit,  which  brought  about 

the  great  event  they  celebrate.^  spirit  of  union,  and  I  -^^  soon  as  Uenl  wurpny  arriveo  ne  «'as  w^ueu 
of  pure  and  elevated  patriotism.'  May  this  spirit,  "Po".  "nd  his  opm.on  asked  respecting  his  very 
which  animated  our  fathers  dwell  with  us,  and  de-    S'-ant,  w  ueh  still  remained  without   he  signat,  re  of 

the  president.    Gen.  Murphy  was  afterward  consult- 


;end  to  our  children!  .^  J  ed  by  president  Lopez  atid   Gen.  Carrera,  the 

In  the  contention  of  parlies,  let  usremember  that  >     .j|^Jg';._j,,.gf,igf  ^^f  j^e  Guatemalian  army 


and  in  the  conflict  of  opposing 


Our  en- 

oy  did  no  more  than  represent  the  injustice  of  opeii 


opinions  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  popular  governments  -^^i^  ^^^  country  to  one  or  two  nations"^  and  closing  it 
can  only  be  maintained  by  yielding  to  the  will  of  the  K^^  ^n  others;  and  succeeded  in  convincing  president 
majority,  constitutionally  expressed.  In  regard  toU^  that  he  would  be  bartering  away  the  people 
highly  i'mportant  national  measures,  let  us  recollect   ^(,g'|nselves  by  giving  king  Leopold  sole  jurisdiction 


!! 


that  they  are  to  operate  over  almost  half  a  continent, 
and  to  effect  the  business  and  interests  of  men  engag- 
ed in  almost  all  the  varieties  of  human  pursuits:  and 
that  for  the  establisriment  of  such  measures,  mode- 
ration, prudence,  comprehensiveness,  and  stern  im- 
partiality and  justice,  are  essential  qualities  in  those 
on  whom  they  depend.  Happy  the  rulers,  who  shall 
bring  these  qualities  into  the  public  services  of  a 
country  the  like  of  which,  for  extent  and  fertility, 
salubrity  of  climate,  and  means  of  intercourse  and 
improvment  and  especially  for  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty, competent  institutions,  and  extent  of  general 
knowledge,  among  the  people,  is  without  precedent 
or  parallel  in  the  history  of  mankind!  1  :im,  gentle- 
men, with  true  regard,  vours, 

"     DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

,S,,ndy  Ilairh,  esq.   of  PluladclpUia,  and  other  gintle- 

en  of  the  committee. 


tiK\.  Bll'in'HV'S  MISSION  TO  rKNTHAL 
A.^JKKICA. 


From  the  Mw  York  Commercial  .iJvertiser. 
ll'inliington,  June  19.     There  is  a  subject  intimate- 
ly connected  with  our  national   commerce,  to  which 
1  desire  to  call  attention  through  the  medium  of  your 


over  Santo  Thomas 

In  this  emergency  an  extraordinary  council  w!is 
called,  and  the'  leg'islature  directed  to  recall  the 
grant,  which  recall  took  place  almost  immediately. 

Having  entered  into  this  statem'ojit  at  some  length, 
let  me  request  vou  to  copy  the'  following  article 
from  the  Honduras  Gazette  of  the  Slst  of  April 
last. 

[This  article  has  already  appeared  in  the  .\dver 
tiser.  It  alleges  that  ofl'ers  of  military  assistance 
had  been  made  to  the  Ceiitrjl  American  government 
by  Gen.  .Murphy,  provided  the  grant  to  the  Belgian 
company  were  annulled,  and  Santo  Thomas  declar- 
ed a  free  port.] 

First,  to  correct  the  mis-statements  in  Ihe  article: 

Gen  Murphy  did  not  olfer  the  mediation  of  his 
government  to' settle  the  dispute  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory of  Nic;iragua. 

The  conditions  respecting  the  grant  of  Santo 
Thomas  were  never  fulfilled. 

Gen.  Murphy  did  not  ofl'er  munitions  of  war  and 
assistance  on  the  part  of  his  government,  provided 
Santo  Thomas  should  be  made  a  free  port. 

All  that  oar  envoy  did,  I  have  already  slated,  and 
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it  may  not  be  asTiiss  to  mention  a  few  facts  fespect- 
iiig  the  country,  that  the  attention  of  commercial 
men  may  be  drawn  to  it,  and  that  t  e  importance  of 
the  prompt  action  of  General  Murphy  may  be  fully 
understood. 

There  is  now  no  custom  house  at  Santo  Thomas 
though  it  is  a  noble  harbor,  well  protected  and  capa- 
ble of  sheltering  half  the  British  navy.  The  govern-- 
ment  custom  house  is  at  Isabal  or  Ysabal,  on  the 
Golfo  Dolce,  above  the  Polichick  river.  The  Poli- 
chick  in  consequence  of  a  bar  of  two  miles  at  its 
mouth,  can  only  be  entered  by  small  vessels  of  30  or 
35  tons,  and  drawing  three  or  four  feet  water.  The 
object  in  securing  Santo  Thomas  was  to  prevent  all 
vessels  excepting  English  and  Belgian  from  landing 
there. 

Most  of  the  goods  now  imported  into  that  country 
are  taken  out  at  Belize,  where  they  pay  duty  to  the 
British  Honduras  company,  and  are  then  sent  round 
in  light  vessels  to  Isabal,  where  another  duty  is  to 
be  paid.  Thus  two  duties  must  be  paid  by  every  ar- 
ticle entering,  and  this  accounts  for  the  falling  off  in 
the  imports  for  the  last  five  or  six  years.  Seven  to 
ten  years  since  the  annua!  import  duties  amounted 
to  about  §500,000.  The  following  table  of  the  last 
three  years  will  show  the  decline: 
Years.     J\'*o.  of  vessels.     Tonnage.     Imports.     Exports. 

1839,  12  1,315      951,224    §03,232 

1840,  14  1,508         71,760    240,586* 

1841,  33  3,560       192,095    203,529t 
The  exports   are   mahogany,  logwood,  cochineal, 

indigo,  sarsaparilla,  ox  hides  and  horns,  cocoa,  tor- 
toise shell  and  rosewood.  I 

The  imports  are  pork,  flour,  dried  beef,  hams, ' 
tongues,  butter,  cheese,  onions,  potatoes,  apples,  fish, 
mahogany,  cutlers' axes,  hoes,  all  kinds  of  farming 
and  the  cheaper  kinds  of  mechanics'  tools,  all  kinds 
of  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  but  more  particularly 
the  coarser  kinds.  ] 

Santo  Thomas  is  the  only  port  now  open  on  the  ; 
coast,  and  but  for  the  timely  appearance  at  Guate- 
mala of  General  .Murphy,  by  this  time  all  the  world, 
excepting  Belgium  and  Great  Britain,  would  have 
been  shut  out  from  even -that.  | 

General  Murphy  was  attacked  two  days  before 
reaching  Guatemala  with  a  severe  fever  that  invari- 
ably seizes  foreigners,  and  of  which  more  than  three 
fourths  have  died.  He  was  confined  to  his  room  a 
long  time,  surrounded  by  strangers — yet  such  was 
his  ambition,  that  aFthough  scarcely  able  to  see  or 
move,  he  exerted  all  his  strength  to  arrest  the  unjust  - 
disposal  of  Santo  Thomas.  By  his  timely  efforts,  t 
and  at  the  solicitation  of  president  Lopez,  he  succeed- 
ed in  keeping  open  this  important  point  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  Yet  all  his  proceedings 
were  so  extremely  just  and  so  highly  lionorable,  that 
he  received  even  from  the  English,  who  were  inte- 
rested in  closing  Santo  Thomas,  the  most  marked  and 
cordial  attention.  ■  j 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  is,  how  did  Gen. 
Murphy  happen  to  be  sent  there,  and  how  did  he  hap- 
pen to  arrive  so  opportunely.'.  \ 

Although  information  had  reached  the  state  de- 
partment that  there  was  no  government  in  Central 
America,  with  which  an  envoy  could  treat,  it  was 
ascertained  that  several  European  powers  were  en- 
deavoring to  secure  the  commerce  of  that  interest-; 
ing  country.  England  was  increasing  her  territory  J 
in  Honduras,  and  the  Belgians  were  forcing  their  way  ' 
farther  south.  This  could  not  be  for  the  mere  name 
of  enlarging  colonial  possessions,  and  while  the  ques- 
tion of  presidential  succession  was  the  leading  fea- 
ture among  politicians,  the  security  and  extension  of 
our  commerce  were  agitating  the  minds  of  our  states- 
man president  and  his  secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Webster  having  learned  that  King  Leopold 
was  about  to  despatch,  or  had  despatched,  a  vessel 
of  war  to  Santo  Thomas,  it  was  at  oncp  determined 
to  send  a  diplomatist  to  Guatemala,  to  ascertain  the 
precise  condition  of  the  coilntry  and  the  nature  of  its 
products  and  commerce.  As  you  have  already  seen. 
Gen.  Murphy  arrived  just  in  time,  and  was  quite  suc- 
cessful in  arresting  the  grant  of  Santo  Thomas.  Mr. 
Webster  was  in  New  York  just  prior  to  the  depar- 
ture of  Gen.  Murphy,  and  urged  him  not  to  delay  a 
single  hour  in  reaching  his  destination. 

The  whole  expenses  of  this  mission  will  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  dollars,  and  yet  congress  would 
cut  off  the  contingent  funds  of  the  government.  It 
has  cost  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  to  save  a  trade 
worth  half  a  million  a  year  to  this  country. 

"Let  ihe  galled  jade  wince" — but  such  acts  as 
these  will  soon  prove  whore  and  what  the  president 
is;  and  while  others  boast  of  their  anxiety  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  he  is  quietly  exerting  every 
faculty  to  benefit  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States. 

•15U.U0O  of  this  shipped  lo  Havana. 
t3i,C00  cf  this  shipijed  to  Havana. 


POLlTIffS  OF  THE  BAY. 


The  Madi 
organ  of  the  present 


should  he  done,  and  what  should  not  be  done  by  the 
government. 

, I      Next,  the  Clay  abolition   postmaster  general,  and  . 

(Ill  being  generally  recognised  as  the  ; '^'^  o'''^'"  heads  of  the  departments,  proceeded  in 
,  ,,  ,V  ..  .  c  .  1  the  sanguinary  business  of  decapitating  all  republican 
esent  executive  of  the  United  States,  |  „,fl^g  ,,-„,^^^,^  ^^j  substituting  rank  federal  incum- 
is  looked  to  of  course  for  something  like  official  an-  j  bents  in  their  places — men  who,  it  was  well  ascer- 
nouncements,  and  as  conveying  at  least  the  impres-  ;  tained,  would  not  hesitate  to  obey  any  extraordinary 
sion  entertained  in  Ihe  circles  of  tl^at  department.-  i  ™andate  of  their  supreme  master 
....  ..       ■,.,.,  .  .         .  Next,  as  it  was  now  lully  ascertained  that  the  con- 

It  IS  this  position  which  induces  us  to  insert  from  Its  s(itui|o„3i  ,.^^0  ,^.ouij  be  interposed  by  the  firm, 
columns  the  following  articles,  with  one  or  two  no-  honest,  undaunted  Virginia  president,  to  arrest  their 
tices -which  have  appeared  in  other  papers  in  relation  .federal  encroachments,  the  chain  of  federal  presses, 
,    ,.  .  extending  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  were  ordered  to 

fire  broadside  after  broadside  of  denunciation  at  the 
The  leading  article  under  the  editorial  head  ap-  ];„,„/„;  head  of  the  government,  and   never  to  cease 
peared  in  the  Madisonian  of  Friday  the  8th  instant;  j  until  he  was  completely  annihilated,  and  the   reins 
it  was  as  follows:  were  securely  grasped  in  federal  hands. 

rnivsPiR  Apv  AP  ATTVTQT  THP  PRPctTFiPlVT  '  ^n-^U  Ibe  nominations  of  the  president  were  all  to 
CONSPIRACY  AGAI^ST  TrlE  PRESIDENT.  ^^^  rejected,  unless  the  nominees  should  make  a  secret 
"To-morrow  we  purpose  giimg  the  details  of  the  ;  recantation  of  friendship  for  the  executive,  and 
conspiracy  to  tear  down  the  executive  branch  of  the  I  pledge  themselves  (s-jmetimes  before,  sometimes  af- 
government.  The  constitution  is  in  danger— our  l^.''  nomination  )  to  exert  their  influence  in  favor  of 
*^  ,        ,.  J ,    1-  "'^  enemies!     We  will  give  names  and  dates  hereaf- 

freedom  IS  m  jeopardy— but  still  we  hope  and  believe  jtgr.   -Men,  who   have  often  made    hypocritical  pro. 


the  dastard  plotters  v/ill  be  defeated.  We  believe 
that  Mangum  will  not  obtain  possession  of  the  go- 
vernment even  for  an  hour.  He  lacks  two  many 
of  the  qualities  of  a  Cromwell.  But  there  are  others, 
not  members  of  congress,  of  better  itTtellect  than  the 


fessions  of  friendship  to  the  executive,  will  find 
themselves  exposed  in  this  category,  when  the  cur- 
tain is  lifted. 

Next,  the  Madisonian  was  to  be  assailed'  and 
crushed  by  the  Charlies,  and  their  coadjutors  o!i(  of 
ongress,  and  the  president  was  to   be  denounced  as 


avowed  impfno/im,   who  will   be   astonished  to  find    'he  imbodiment  of  a  Nero  and  Cataline,  in  the  se- 
,,    ,  ^      .,.  ...       I,    ,,    -  1        ,c  u   I  nate  and   house  of  representatives.     Mr.  Clay's  vili- 

that  we  are   familiar  with   all   their  secret,  selfish,    f^.^^^  .^^^^^  ^^  Alexandria  was  the  example    set  his 
movements,  for  months  past.     It  is  our  intention  to  1  mouser 
give  the  particulars  to-morrow.     In  the  meantime,  let 
all  true  men  be  prepared  to  stand  by  the  constitu- 
tion." 

The  17.  S.  Gazelle  notices  the  above  under  the  cap- 
tion "Look  out  for  treason"  and  after  quoting  it  in 
full  exclaims: 


Next,  the  idea  of  a  forced  resignation  was  bruited 
about,  for  the  purpose  of  gradually  familiarizing  the 
public  mind  with  the  startling  event  in  contempla- 
tion. 

Next,  having  secured  the  adherence  of  the  fede- 
ral  whig  party  and  the  federal  whig  presses,  it  was 
attempted  by  wily  politicians  in  and  out  of  congress 


,-,  „  i    u         iv,  1  .1,      J        (with  specious  professions  of  friendship)  to  inveigle 

'Now,  of  course,  we  are  to  have  the  real  thunder  i  >.  - 1     ,   -  4     ,u  4-     ■        r        *  • 

.  V        1  ri    I      .        11    1        u  1    !  tbe    president  into  the   sanctioning  of  certain  mea- 

and    earthquakes.     Hitherto   all    has   been    merely 

curds  and  whey,  and  Sancho  Panza  was  wont  to  d 


clare,  look  to  your  constitution,  gentlemen — look  to 
the  president — look  to  the  Madisonian — all  are  in 
danger.  Look  to  your  freedom — even  that  is  in  jeo- 
pardy. The  executive  is  to  be  "torn  down."  We 
want  the  horrid  disclosure." 

The  Mitional  Intelligencer  noticing  the  article  in 
the  Madisonian,  calls  it  a  "most  absurd  and  prepos- 
terous story,  the  mere  coinage  of  .some  disordered 
brain." — and  adds, — 

"It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  say,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  any  intelligent  reader,  that  this  story,  with 
all  its  circumstances,  is  altogether  destitute  of  foun- 
dation, unless  it  be  perchance  in  some  sportive  re- 
mark in  familiar  conversation,  which  has  been  mis- 
taken for  a  serious  suggestion.  Certain  it  is,  that  no 
design  in  anywise  resembling  that  imputed  to  the 
whigs  in  congress  is  entertained  by  them  as  a  party, 
if  by  any  individual  belonging  to  that  party.  Out  of 
what  material  the  story  hath  been  woven  would  be 
an  inquiry  more  curious  than  valuable.  The  whole 
story,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  is,  the  reader 
may  be  assured,  but  "such  stuff  as  dreams  are  made 
of." 

j  In  the  Madisonian  of  Saturday  the  9th,  the  subject 
•  is  thus  resumed: 

i  We  have  been'  prevailed  on  to  withhold,  for  a 
short  lime  a  kw  names  vitally  connected  with  tlie 
revolutionary  movement  about  to  be  made  to  sus- 
pend the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  substi- 
tute a  wild,  furious  anarchy,  in  the  place  of  our  re- 
vered republican  form  of  government. 
!  Before  we  proceed  to  divulge  the  p/aii  of  opera- 
tions laid  down  by  the  conspirators,  [which  has  for- 
i  tunatelv  fallen  into  our  hands]  we  would  dwell  for  a 
I  moment  on  the  events  of  the  past  which  first  roused 
j  our  suspicion  that  a  fatal  blow  was  meditated  against 
!  our  glorious  institutions. 

I  The  first  indication  was  the  dictatorial  bearing  of 
I  Mr.  Clay  at  the  extra  session.  The  contemptuous 
I  thrusting  aside  of  Mr.  Ewing's  currency  bill  [who, 
after  whining  under  the  lash,  subsequently  submit- 
ted to  the  indignity  put  upon  him,  and  crouched  in 
'  humility  at  the  feet  of  his  master]  and  substituting 
i  one  of  his  own. 

I  The  next  was  the  Jacobinical  manifesto.  Con- 
I  trary  to,  and  in  violation  of,  the  constitution  and 
i  laws  these  adherents  of  the  self-constituted  dictator, 
'  assumed  the  power  of  declaring  to  the   nation  what 


president  into  ine  sanctioning  01  certain  mea- 
sures, which  would  render  him  irreconcileably  ob- 
noxious to  the  great  democratic  party,  and  thus  ef- 
fectually prevent  him  from  being  defended  on  one 
side  while  he  was  savagely  assailed  on  the  other. 
But  they  will  find  him  no  easy  prey  in  the  end! 

AVhen  all  these  things  were  so  far  accomplished, 
they  paused  at  this  stage  a  moment,  and  frightened, 
in  their  midnight  caucus  assembled,  they  resolved  to 
try  what  could  be  done  by  threats  and  intimidation, 
before  they  proceeded  to  overt  acts. 

The  twelve  line  bill  v/as  passed,  presented,  and 
prcjiiptly  vetoed. 

Now,  demoniac  fury  reigned  supreme.  What 
trick  and  artifice  failed  to  accomplish,  must  now  be 
compassed  by  force.  Impeaciimemt,  which  had  often 
been  whispered  in  secret  conclave,  was  to  be  imme- 
diately sounded  in  the  public  ear.  We  were  made 
acquainted  with  all  their  proceedings  as  fast  as  they 
transpired.  Repeatedly  we  sounded  tiie  alarm". — 
The  honest  of  their  own  party  could  not  be  brought 
to  believe  that  such  a  conspiracy  existed.  Even  yet, 
some  of  them  are  incredulous,  llei-e  is  an  extract 
from  a  Firjiiiia  Whig  journal,  the  Kanawha  Repub- 
lican, printed  a  day  or  two  since: 

"The  Madisonian  and  Richmond  Enquirer  are 
talking  about  a  conspiracy  in  congress  to  impeach  tha 
president.     We  don't  believe  a  word  ofsiich  a  plot." 

By  this  time  the  unconscious  editor  has  seen  the 
congressional  letters  published  in  New  York.  The 
country  has  likewise  beheld  Butts,  the  instrument 
used  by  the  inquisitorial  caucus,  rise  in  his  seat  and 
declare  that  such  an  event  was  resolved  on. 

Now  for  the  particulars. 

As  soon  as  the  tariff  distribution  bill  passes  the 
house,  perhaps  on  Saturday  next,  J'oh.s'  Minor 
Botts,  (if  he  be  not  in  the  meantime  frightened  from 
his  purpose  by  the  Madisonian  J ,  will  rise  in  his  place 
and  prefer  articles  of  impeachment  against  the  chief 
magistrate  of  our  country.  Immediately  a  resolution 
will  be  adopted  by  the  Clay  whig  caucus  majority, 
declaring  the  president's  legal  "inability"  to  dischai-ge 
the  duties  and  powers  of  his  office  while  his  trial 
shall  be  pending  in  the  senate. 

It  will  not  be  a  joint  resolution — for  that,  by  the 
constitution,  (which  they  would  not  appear  to  over- 
throw at  the  onset),  would  have  to  be  approved  by 
the  president.  But  they  will  regard  it  as  law.  The/ 
will  coiisiifer  the  president  suspended.  Thetariffdis- 
tribution  bill  will  then  be  rushed  through  the  senate 
and  signed  by  .Mangain.  Mangum  must  retire  to  his 
boarding  house,  iftlie  White  House  is  not  surrender- 
ed to  him,  and  act  as  president  of  the  United  States. 
He  will  be  regarded  as  such  by  the  federalists,  and 
obeyed  accordingly. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  cohstitdtional  president 
(always  coalorniing  to  the  provisions  of  that  sacred 


su 
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instrument)  will  retain  his  seat,  althoiiGih  not  recog-  <  appoint  a  committee  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
nised  3S  the  chief  magistrate  by  the  ^federal  Clay  ;  and  paper*,  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  those  diaries. 
whiR  nuiiority.  ,  and  to  let  the    testimony  collected  so  hefore    the  se- 

'       ■Viangnm   liiav    require    the   officeTiolJers  to  o6t./ :  nate.     If  these   charges   were    sustained,  he   would 
him,  and  inasmuch  as  most  of  the   important  offices  j  trust  to  the  senate  to  perform  their  duty.     For  thi 


are  filled  by  the  minions  and  sycophants  of  Clay,  it  is 
probable  they  will  yield  obedience.  Those  who  do 
710^,  can  be  easily  removed. 

The  session  will  be  prolonged.  The  sweets  of 
suprme  command  will  not  be  relinquished  by  the 
powers  that  be,  until  the  last  possible  moment.  The 
trial  will  be  purposely  continued  for  months. 

In  the  meantime  a  duplicate  cabinet  may  be  ap- 
pointed, should  the  old  one  prove  refractory.  There 
"may  be  a  struggle  for  the  possession  of  the  archives. 
Some  of  the  cabinet  ministers  have  their  marble  te- 
nements pretty  well  garrisoned,  and  will  doubtless 
be  found  to  have  hearts  bold  enough  to  defend  them. 

Thus  tlie  reign  of  terror  commences.  IVe  will  be 
among  the  first  of  its  victims.  And  wc  pray  hea- 
ven that  we  may  not  live  to  witness  the  utter,  hope- 
less, complete  prostration  of  Liberty! 

It  IS  said  that  most  of  the  army  and  navy  officers 
are  tho  pailisans  of  llie  dictator — but,  thank  God! 
^ve  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  rank  and  file  are 
not.  If  any  of  the  oliicers  should  be  found  willing 
to  obey  the  mandates  of  the  royal  deputy,  we  have 
full  coiifiJence  in  the  sterling  patriotism  of  the  bone 
and  shiew  of  the  land. 

May  tliat  Almighty  God  who  watched  over  us, 
and  protected  us  in  the  gloom  of  the  revolution,  not 
forsake  us  in  the  present  crisis!  He  who  now  occu- 
pies the  presidential  chair  was  called  thither  by  the 
voice  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  We  place  our  trust 
iu  Hi.M.  He  will  not  forsake  us.  He  will  still 
i;uard  our  glorious  constitution,  and  shield  our  con- 
stitutional president  against  the  wicked  assaults  of 
all  political  blacklegs  and  inebriate  traitors. 

Our  country  cannot  be  doomed  to  fall  thus  ignobly. 
Tlje  republic  cannot  be  thus  sacrificed  to  appease 
the  ambition  of  a  few  reckless,  unprincipled  dema- 
gogues, who  could  never  obtain  the  power  they  seek 
by  means  of  the  ballot-box. 

An  impeachment  was  once  meditated  and  moved 
against  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  apostle  of  demo- 
cracy. Then,  Henry  Clay  was  a  democrat.  When 
this  Bottonian  prototype  rose  to  prefer  his  charges, 
Mr.  Clay  sprang  to  the  floor,  and  cried  out  "Mr. 
Speaker,  the  gejitlenian  soils  Ike  Jloor  upon  which  he 
stnndsV^ 

Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  the  ardent  and  zea- 
lous disciple  of  Jeifersonian  democracy  should  share 
the  fate  of  his  illustrious  predecessor.'  But  Mr. 
Clay  is  not  there  to  rebuke  the  mover.  And  were 
he  present,  would  he  do  it.'  He  is  no  longer  a  de- 
mocrat! But  if  the  mover  of  the  resolution  in  the 
case  of  Jetferson  deserved  the  rebuke  whicli  he  re- 
ceived, and  v/hich  in  our  opinion  he  eminently  me- 
rited, what  ought  to  be  said  of  the  unworthy  being 
■who  has  avowed  his  determination  to  impeach  pre- 
sident Tyler' 

We  fear  not  the  result.  We  know  that  the  presi 
dent  is  as  spotless  as  Washington,  in  his  official  ca- 
pacity. What  "treason,  high  crime,  or  miscieniea 
nor,"  has  he  committed?  None!  and  his  accusers 
know  it.  But  they  are  resolved  to  suspend  him, 
that  they  may,  in  the  interval,  fix  upon  the  country 
tile  fangs  of  their  federal  measures! 

He  will  be   acquitted,  triumphatly    acquitted,  and 
comforted 
the  nation 

But  the  reign  of  terror,  however  short,  may  fix  a 
stigma  upon  our  republican  system  of  government. 
But  the  usurpers  will  be  punished.  Their  reign  will 
be  brief  as  it  will  be  inglorious,  and  the  penalty  will 
be  adequate  to  the  offence. 

The  .National  Jntclligencer  of  the  i4th  contains  a 
report  of  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  Botts  in  the  house 
of  representatives  on  the  "lOth  inst.,  in  which  he 
avows  his  intention  to  prefer  charges  against  tlie 
president.     Upon  this  topic  he  remarks: 

"But  there  were  great  dilTicultlcs  in  the  way  of  im- 
peachment. There  were  some  his  friends  (Mr.  B.  was 
understood  to  say)  who  concurred  with  him,  but  he 
disclaimed  for  his  party  any  participation  in   tho  do 


teen  years  the  president  of  the  United  States  had 
been  rioting  in  lawless  power.  It  was  time  to  ar- 
rest it.  He  would  not  give  the  snap  of  his  finger  for 
the  government  it  it  were  not  arrested. 

The  following  are  the  charges  which  Mr.  Botts 
proposes  to  prefer  against  the  president,  and  which 
were  intended  to  be  read  for  information  in  connec- 
tion with  his  remarks,  of  which  a  copy  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  reporter  for  publication: 

1st.  1  charge  John  Tyler  with  a  gross  usurpation 
of  power  and  violation  of  law,  in  attempting  to  ex- 
ercise a  controlling  influence  over  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury  department,  by  ordering  the 
pavment  of  accounts  that  have  been  by  them  reject- 
cdj  and  threatening  them  with  expulsion  from  office 
unless  his  orders  were  obeyed. 

2d.  I  charge  him  with  being  guilty  of  a  high  mis- 
demeanor in  retaining  men  in  office  for  months  after 
Ihcy  have  been  rejected  by  the  senate  as  unworthy, 
incompetent,  and  unfaithful,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  public  interests,  and  hazard  of  loss  to  the 
public  treasury;  the  government  having  no  security 
for  the  faithful  application  of  the  public  funds  pass- 
ing through  their  hands,  and  he  thereby  defeating 
that  provision  Sf  the  constitution  which  requires  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  to  all  nominations 
made  by  the  president. 

3d.  I  charge  him  with  gross  official  misconduct  in 
allempting,  in  a  spirit  of  revenge,  for  a  constitution- 
al exercise  of  power  by  the  senate,  in  the  rejection 
of  one  of  his  nominees  to  office,  to  remove  a  large 
number  of  faithful  and  meritorious  subordinate  offi- 
cers from  the  custom-house  of  Philadelphia,  with 
whom  no  fault  was  found  save  that  of  a  supposed 
political  prefercni^e  for  another,  and  who  had  dis- 
charged their  duties  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  and  for  attempting  to  substitute 
in  their  stead  men  having  no  other  recommendation 
than  that  of  a  supposed  acquiescence  in  his  views. 

4ih.  I  charge  him  with  the  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor of  endeavoring  to  excite  a  disorganizing  and 
revolutionary  spirit  in  the  country,  by  inviting  a  dis- 
regard of,  and  disobedience  to  a  law  of  congress, 
which  law  he  has  himself  sworn  to  see  faithfully 
executed. 

5th.  I  charge  him  with  the  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor in  office  of  withholding  his  assent  to  law  in- 
dispensable to  the  operalions  of  the  government,  in- 
volving no  constitutional  difficulty  on  his  part — of  de- 
priving the  government  of  all  legal  source  of  reve- 
nue— of  assuming  to  himself  the  whole  power  of  tax- 
ation— and  ofcoUecting  duties  from  our  citizens  with- 
out the  authority  or  sanction  of  law. 

Gth.  1  charge  him  with  the  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor of  open  prostitution  and  profligacy  in  a  will- 
ingness to  barter  away  the  offices  of  government,  and 
the  principles  he  professed,  to  obtain  the  support  of 
one  of  the  parties  in  congress  to  which  he  has  here- 
tofore been  opposed. 

7th.  I  charge  him  with  gross  official  misconduct, 
in  having  been  guilty  of  a  shameless  duplicity,  equi- 
vocation, and  falsehood  with  his  late  cabinet  and  con- 
gress; such  as  has  brought  him  into  disgrace  and  con- 
nd  sustained,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  tempt  with  the  whole  American  people,  which  has 
disqualified  him  from  administering  this  government 
with  advantage,  honor,  or  virtue. 

8th.  I  chai-ge  him  with  an  arbitrary  and  despotic 
abuie  of  the  veto  power,  to  gratify  his  personal  and 
political  resentment,  with  such  evident  marks  of  in- 
consistency and  duplicity  as  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
his  total  disregard  of  the  interests  of  the  people  and 
of  his  duly  to  the  country. 

9th.  I  charge  him  with  the  high  misdemeanor  of 
arraying  himself  in  open  hostility  to  the  legislative 
department  of  the  government,  by  the  publication  of 
slanderous  and  libellous  litters  under  his  own  signa- 
ture, with  a  vie\»  of  creating  a  false  and  unmerited 
sympathy  for  himself,  and  bringing  congress  into  dis- 
repute and  odium  with  the  people,  by  which  means 
that  harmony  between  the   executive  and  legislative 


]!2.  I  charge  him  with  being  utterly  unworthy  and 
unfit  to  have  the  destinies  of  this  nation  in  his  hands 
as  chief  magistrate,  and  with  having  brought  upon 
the  representatives  of  the  people  the  imperious  ne- 
cessity of  exercising  their  constitutional  prerogative 
of  impeachment,  or  of  surrendering  the  government 
to  him  to  be  used  as  a  plaything  and  a  toy,  for  hjs 
sport  on  the  one  hand  and  his  malignity  on  the  other. 
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ign    of    impeachnient,  or     the    midnight    caucuses  '  departments  so  essential  to  good  government  and  the 


that  had  at  any  time  been  held,  as  had  been  ru 
mored.  As  the  secretary  of  the  navy  had  claim- 
ed to  be  the  first  to  raise  the  flag  of  disunion  in 
Virginia,  .so  Mr.  B.  chiiincd  to  be  the  first  to  raise 
the  flag  of  impeachment  in  this  house.  He  was  alone 
in  it.  A5  an  American  citizen,  independent  of  being 
a  repii-M'nlalnc  of  a  free  people,  he  would  resist 
this  exfciilivc  assumption  of  power  as  long  as  he  had 
a  voice  to  raise  :igani.4  it.  IJiUlcultics  were  in  the 
way,  and  the  fear  that  they  could  not  succeed,  was 
argument  with  gentlemen.     All  that  ho  proposed 


Ifare  of  the  people  has  been  utterly  destroyed 
lOtli.  I  charge  him  with  an  abandonment  of  an 
acknowledged  constitutional  dnty,  in  refusing  to  ren- 
der such  aid  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  Rhode 
Island,  when  called  on,  as  he  had  himself  previously 
promised  in  his  letter  to  Gov.  King,  as  a  sacred  con- 
stitutional obligation  reMiiigupon  liim. 

11.  I  charge  him  with  pursuing  such  a  course  of 
vaccination,  weakness  and  fully,  as  must,  if  he  is  per- 
mitted to  remain  longer  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment, bring  the  country  into  dishonor  and  disgrace 


to  do   when    the  proper  time  arrived,  was  to  prefer  |  abroad,  and  force  the  people  into  a  slate  of  abject 
charges   against  the  president — to  ask  this  house  to   misery  and  distress  at  home. 


House  of  rrpresenliilives,   May  28,   1842. — Read  and 

laid  upon  li.e  table. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Kennedy,  from  the  comraitlee  on  com- 
merce, made  the  lollowing 

REPORT: 

The  cornmiltee  on  commerce,  to  whom  were  refer- 
red: 

1.  The  petition  ot  suulry  citizens  of  Ontario  eouil- 
ly.  in  the  stale  of  Nhw  Yoik,  praying  for  llie  protec- 
tion of  American  labor  and  the  promotion  of  recipro- 
cal commerce; 

2.  The  inemorial  of  sundry  importing  and  other 
merchants  of  the  city  ol  New  York,  praying  congiess 
to  allow  a  drawback  on  goods  exported  to  Canada  and 
other  northern  colonies  of  Great  Britain  contiguous 
to  the   United  Stales: 

3.  The  resolution  thfit  the  cnminittee  on  commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  llie  expediency  of  ex- 
cluding fiom  our  ports  vessels  coming  from  British 
ports  or  places  where  American  vessels  are  not  per- 
mitted to  enter: 

4.  The  resolution  that  the  commitlee  on  commerce 
be  directed  loMnquire  into  and  report  what  effect  our 
lale  revenue  laws  have  product-d  on  our  commerce 
with  loieign  counlries;  also,  to  inquire  into  and  report 
on  the  past  and  ]ircsenl  condition  of  our  navigation, 
and  lo  recommend  such  measures  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  our  cotnuiercial  marine: 

5.  The  resolution  that  tlie  committee  on  commerce 
be  instructed  lo  inquire  mm  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing the  benefit  of  drawback  on  cotton  impoileil  inland 
from  llie  republic  of  Texas,  and  on  foreign  goods  ex- 
ported inland  to  Texas  and  Mexico,  and  of  fstablish- 
ing  a  port  ol  entry  either  at  Natchitoches  or  Shreeve- 
port; 

C.  The  resolution  that  the  committee  on  commerce 
be  instructed  lo  inquire  inio  the  expeiliency  "of  a  law 
allowing  diawbacU  on  the  exportation  of  flour  manu- 
factured from  foreign  wheal: 

7.  Tlie  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Portland, 
praying  congress  tn  lake  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  so  changing  the  existing  arrangements  re- 
specting the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  United 
Stales  with  the  Biitisli  colonies,  as  may  secure  to 
American  vcssi-ls  a  just  and  fair  proportion  of  the 
trade  betwcer.  these  parties: 

8.  The  memorial  ol  the  general  assembly  of  Mis- 
souri praying  tlie  interpnsitioii  of  Congress  lo  procure 
the  reinuval  of  the  restrictions  of  foreign  nations  upon 
the  introduction  of  lobacco: 

9.  Such  paitsol  the  meinoiial  of  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore  as  relate  lo  the  protecfion  of  American 
shippinj;  by  (lisciimiuating  duties,  and  lo  llie  en;ict- 
mejit  of  countei  vailing  restrictions  against  the  policy 
ol  foreign  nations:  and 

Sundry  other  petitions,  memorials,  and  resolutions 
loiicliing  the  same  subjects — 

Submit  the  following  report: 

The  topics  presented  by  these  several  resolutions 
and  memorials  impose  upon  the  committee  the  neces- 
sity of  submitting  a  general  review  of  our  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  a  consideratimi  ol  such  circum- 
stances, whether  produced  by  our  legislation  or  ex- 
trinsic causes,  as  may  he  supposed  to  influence  the 
prosperity  ot  this  great  department  of  our  national 
economy.     They  suggest  an  inquiry — 

1  Into  (he  ellect  of  our  revenue  laws  upon  our 
tbreign  commerce: 

2.  Into  the  value  ot  a  system  of  dulies  adapted  to 
the  pr.itectiiui  of  domestic  f.ibor: 

3  Into  such  condiiioiis  of  intercourse  with  other 
nnlions  iis  aie  best  calculated  to  promote  reciprocal 
commerce;  and,  connected  with  this  inquiry,  a  con- 
sideration of  the  policy  of  countervailing  duties  a- 
gai'ist  loreig"  restrictions: 

4.  Info  the  stale  of  our  navigation,  and  a  notice  of 
such  ineasurps  as  may  be  necessary  to  enlarge  oUr 
commercial  marine: 

.').  Into  the  nature  and  efl'ecl  of  the  commercinl  ar- 
rangements exi.-ting  belween  the  United  Slates  and 
the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain:  and 

6.  Into  the  exp-dieiicy  of  regulating  cur  inland 
commerce  with  contiguous  countries,  by  the  allow- 
ance ot  drawbacks. 

These  inquiries  occupy  a  laige  field,  and  would, 
at  any  period,  attiact  the  allention  of  the  couulry  — 
They  possess  a  peculiar  importunce  at  the  present 
time.      I'he  near  apprxach  of  that  term  lo  which  the 
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operation  of'llip  duty  syatem  oftlip  last  ten  years  was 
)iuiilp(l,  u  ith  ilie  consequent,  necessity  ot  ih?w  legis 
lation  lor  its  atljiislment.  and  ttie  general  concnrrence 
of  public  opinion  in  the  piopiitly  of  reviewing  and 
reIori[iing  our  policy,  in  reo;nid  to  the  business  pur- 
suits olliie  peuple,  have  drawn  a  nioie  than  ordinary 
observation  towards  the  action  of  congress  U|ion  these 
sulijecls. 

The  country  at  tliis  time  presents  a  reroarliable 
ppeclacle.  With  every  physical  resource  of  wealth 
uniujpaired:  with  fertile  helds,  favorable  seasons, 
abundant  crop's  to  eniich  our  agriculture:  with  an 
exten>ive  coniinerce  sustained  by  a  coinpelent  [naiine; 
with  a  vast  accumulation  of  nianufactuiing  power  and 
inachineiy;  a  skiltui,  inrrlligent,  and  thrilty  commu- 
nity of  uieclianics;  and  an  increasing  population  en- 
dowed with  all  the  qualities  lo  seciire  to  Ihernsclve? 
the  largest  anion nl  olprosjieri!y,  a  univei sal  complain 
is  brought  to  tlie  ear  of  congress  of  deep  suffering  in 
every  dejiartinent  of  industry. 

It  is  not  drawing  too  strong  a  picture  of  the  present 
depression  in  the  business  ol  the  people  to  say,  that 
agriculture  enjoys  no  fair  equivalent  lor  it;;  toil;  that 
commerce,  thougli  seeking  every  sea,  returns  unre- 
quited; that  manufacturing  labor  has  been  heaping  up 
its  products  without  purchasers.  Our  artizans  ilave 
been  doouied  to  redticed  wages  and  diminished  eui- 
ploynienl:  our  foreign  trade  has  been  overmatched  by 
foreign  coin|)elition,  and  loaded  with  the  burden  of  a 
constantly  accumulating  balance  against  il;  our  home 
trade  has  been  crushed  by  bankruptcy.  The  credit 
of  the  country,  rialional,  slate,  and  individual,  has 
been  shaken; — mucli  of  it  entirely  destroyed.  '  All 
around  us  are  seen  the  evidences  of  a  great  nation 
struck  by  a  sudden  palsy — prostrated  in  the  midst  of 
the  abundance  that  ought  to  have  given  it  health  and 
vigor. 

The  committee  feel  that  they  cannot  satisfactorily 
acquit  Iheu.selve.s  of  the  task  allotted  to  them,  with- 
out releriing  to  Ihe  causes  ot  this  depression  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Ihe  country.  Proloundly  convinc- 
ed that  the  present  state  of  Ihe  nation  is  alone  to  be 
attributed  to  some  most  unlia|ipy  uiistakes  in  the 
policy  of  the  government,  and  that  no  permanent 
prosperity  can  be  established  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  national  industry,  whether  of  agiicul'ure, 
commerce,  or  mechanical  employment,  until  that 
policy  be  changed,  they  conceive  it  to  be  an  import- 
ant portion  of  their  duty  to  poini  out  the  mistake  lo 
vvhicli  they  allude,  and  to  show  the  influence  these 
liave  iiad  upon  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Such  an  exposition,  in  their  opinion,  should  appro- 
priately pii-cede  Ihat  more  specific  review  of  our 
system  ot  commerce  and  navigation  which  it  is  the 
ilesign  of  Ihe  committee  to  submit. 

In  the  administration  both  ol  our  domestic  and  our 
foreign  commerce  we  have  adopted  a  system  which 
iias  ]ire  vented  a  lair  and  profital>le  excl 


On  the  10th  of  July,  1S32,  the  executive  veto  put 
an  end  lo  Ihe  only  system  by  which  the  lederal  gov 
ernmeht  have  ever  be.-n  able  lo  reguhite  or  restrain 
the  emission  of  paper  money  throiiiih  Itie  authority  ol 
slate  banks.  The  existence  of  a  central  control  over 
the  paper  currency  of  the  counlry  had  been,  until 
Ihat  date,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  interval,  iiol 
only  theoretically  but  pi-aclically  held  lo  he  essential 
to  the  useful  exerci.^e  of  the  power  to  collect  and  dis- 
burse the  revenues,  and  to  maintain  a  uidlbrinily  ol 
value  in  the  duties  over  Ihe  whole  union.  The  in 
terval  in  which  it  had  been  suspended  was  distinguish- 
ed for  such  disorders  of  the  currency,  as  to  lead  the 
public  mind  irresistably  back  to  the  system  it  had  for 
the  time  intermitted. 

The  inducement  to  the  veto  was  alleged  lo  be  a 
conviction,  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  Ifiat  Ihe  pa- 
per currency,  under  the  control  of  Ihe  central  bank- 
ing power,  was  not  as  good  as  it  might  be  made. — 
That  cenlral  banking  power  was  accordingly  remov- 
ed, in  order  to  supply  a  better  currency,  and  in  a  less 
olijpctionable  manner. 

This  better  currency  and  less  objectionable  mode 
of  supplying  it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  executive  of 
1S32,  and  of  those  who  controlled  the  legislation  of 
country,  was  to  be  prncnrred  by  encouraging  an 
ease  of  banking  under  the  authority  of  the  several 
state  governments. 

This  led   to  the  adoption  of  wiiat    was    gene.rally 
kni^wn  as  Ihe   state  b.\nk  system,  which  was  de- 
signed lo  take  the  place,  in  its  relation  to  the  treasury, 
which    had,  until   Ihe  date  of  this  substitution,  be 
held  by  a  rialional  bank. 

The  prominent  features  in  this  state  bank  system 
were- 

A  distribution  of  the  government  deposites  amongst 
certain  chosen  banks  in  each  state; 

.A  requirement  of  Ihese  banks  to  loan  out  the  pub- 
lic moneys  in  the  wa\'  of  accommodation  to  merch- 
ants and  others  engaged  in  speculative  enterprise: 

To  encourage  the  free  issue  of  paper  money  by 
these  banks,  commensurate  with  the  increase  in  their 
deposites:  and 

To  lake  Ihis  money  every  where  in  payment  of 
public  dues. 

The  safely  of  these  deposites  W'as  supposed  to  be 
assured  by  a  requisition  from  each  bank  of  some  spe- 
cial security,  which  was  rendered  necessary  in  each 
case. 

Upon  this  foundation  the  executive  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  people  ol  Ihe  United  Slates  indulgerl  in 
the  hope  of  that  betler  currency  which  had  been  pro- 
mised, and  were  llieielbre  reconciled  to  llie  wilh- 
drawal  Irom  our  political  system,  of  an  institution 
which  had,  for  forty  years,  been  the  chief  inslrunienl 
of  the  government  in  the  administration  cf  its  fiscal 
affairs.  There  were,  however,  many  who  doubled 
capacity  of  the  state  banks  to   maini 


of  speculation. 

niplnyuienl,   e 


It  inc 


Our  loreign  commerce  has  exhausted  the  country  of   currency.     These  expressed  their  fears  that  tl 
its  wealth  by  crowding  it  with   foreign   meicliandise: 
our  home  trade  has  been  broken  down  by  the  wn-lcli- 
ed  cuirency  which  the  foreign   had  biought  upon  it- 

The  series  of  government  measures  which  brought 
about  these  lesults  began  in  1832.  The  history  of 
the  past  will  show  us  that  the  administration  of  our 
affaiis  was  directed,  fioin  Ihat  date,  lowards  the 
establishment  of  a  vast  paper  money  credit  system, 
the  eliecl  of  which,  it  was  doublless  supposed,  wouhl 
be  to  expand  the  resources  of  the  country  and  increase 
the  activity  of  its  industry  to  the  accoinplishmeiil  of 
great  and  bentticent  ends.  That  for  a  time,  such  a 
system  should  accomplish  sucti  ends,  the  experience 
of  every  commeicial  counliy  has  shown.  Indeed,  it 
would  seem  to  be  necessaiy  to  the  enhglilenmeni  ol 
iialions  ihat  each  should  make  thi>  expeiinient  for 
itself;  and  thus  leain,  libin  its  own  Inal.  rather  than 
from  tile  admonition  of  others,  the  deceillulness  of 
Ihat  illusion  ol  wealth  which  is  created  by  an  exces- 
sive u...e  of cieiiit. 

In  reviewing  the  last  ten  years  we  are  not  to  be 
deceived   by    the  indications  they  afford  to  apparent 

prosperity.     Aggregates  of  national   wealth   and   in- 
dustry are  always  sufScieiilly  striking;  but  they  are 

especially  to  be  distrusteil  when  their  great  increase 

is  reterreil  lo  as  proof  of  vigor  in  a  period  of  iinnsuaf- 

ly    exciled   animation.     They  become,    under   such 

circumstances,  proof  of  the  disease  of  the  body  politic, 

rather  than  its  heallh.     The  advances  of  a  successful 

nation  in  wealih  are  belter  characleiized  by   sleady 

than  rafiid  increase.     I'lucUiationsin  trade  and  inter- 
nal industry — though,  in  one  extreme,  exhibitin;;  the 

most  Haltering  activity  and  abundance — are  to  be  re- 
garded as  signs  of  a  disturbed  and,  thereloie,  not  the 

most  prosperous  economy.     We  have  seldom  seen  an 

epoch  of  peculiar  disaster  in  trade   Ihat  the  stalisiics 

of  Ihe  yirecediug  years  di<i  not  lurnish  warning  of  Ihe 

evil  by   remarkable  lluctualiut.s  of  quantities  and   a 

mouiiis.     These   obstrvalions  will   be   found    to    be 

particularly  applicable  to    the    state  of   the  counlry 

from  Ihe  dale  we  have  rcferrrd  to  above.  . 


ly  aiiopted  system  might  lead  to  excessive  banking 
ations,  to  redundancy  of  paper  issues,  and  a  con- 
sequent overtrading  in  Ihe  community;  that  it  might 
e  and,  by  supplying  the  means,  produce  inordi- 
speculalion;  that  il  might  stimulate  rash  under- 
takings in  Ihe  way  of  internal  improvemeids;  that  il 
might  multiply  importations  beyond  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  pay  for  them;  and  that  the  consumma- 
tion ol  all  might  be.  through  an  overwhelming  in- 
crease of  paper  money,  to  plunge  the  nation  into  the 
abyss  of  suspended  sjn-cie  payments. 

Tlifse  apprehensions  were  expressed  by  many  dis- 
tinguished citizens:  lliey  were  not,  however,  enter- 
lained  by  Ihe  executive  and  its  friends  in  congress, 
and  Ihe  state  bank  scheme  was  consequently  brought 
into  full  action. 

It  is  sulhcient  now  to  advert  lo  the  fact,  that  the 
insiant  effect  of  this  measure  was  to  fill  the  land  with 
new  banks  from  one  extremity  of  the  union  to  the 
olher;  and  to  bring,  with  this  increase,  a  multiplica- 
tion of  paper  money  unexamjded  since  the  liays  ol 
Ihe  coniinental  emissions  of  the  revolution, — or  ex- 
ampled  only  in  the  disastrous  interval  between  the 
close  of  the  first  national  bank  and  the  beginning  of 


the 


econd. 


This  rievv  device  for  regulating  the  currency  com 
menced  its  operations  when  tliere  were  about  Ihrei 
hundred  and  filly  banks  in  the  union,  with  a  capital 
scarcely  exceeding  $-15O,O00,O0t). 

It  succeeded  in  creating  upwards  of  seven  hun- 
dred banks,  with  a  capital   of  more  than  83511,000.000- 

'it  found  a  paper  circuiatioii  bul  liltle  above  $6U,- 
000,000:  it  furnished  one  of  8149,000.000 

It  found  the  discount  faciliiies  afforded  lo  the 
counlry  not  much  beyond  5J2OO,0O0,OGO:  it  raised 
Ihein  above  $525,000,000. 

It  doubled  and  trebl.  d  the  inices  of  land;  it  g."eatly 
increased  the  money  value  of  all  produce;  it  raised 
the  rate  of  interest,  opened  new  sources  ol  apparent 
wealth,  and  Ihrew  the  whole  country  into  a  paroxysm 


d  all  kinds  of  mechanical 
imeice,  atlracleri  Ihe  cu- 
l-i.hly  of  loreit;n  enlcrprise.  and  brought  amongst  us 
Iln.nsands  Irom  oilier  countries  to  parlicipate  m  our 
fancnd  pnjsperily  and  lo  siimulate  our  aiU'eiiture. — 
Il  is  due  to  this  exUaordinary  impulse  to  say.  also, 
that  it  settled  the  wilderness, built  towns,  constiucted 
roads  and  c.anals,  deepened  rivers,  and  cut  through 
inouHlains. — working  Ihe  wonders  ol  fable  wilh  the 
magic  of  paper  money.  With  the  same  power  that 
il  wioiight  these  miracles,  was  il  also  driving  the 
cominunily  iido  bankruptcy.  The  phantom  of  wealth 
flilled  before  the  people,  and  beckoned  theiato  follow. 
Bewildered  by  Ifie  illusion,  Ihe  nation  sutrered  itself 
to  be  led  over  the  precipice,  towards  which  this  de- 
ceptive  guide  surely  and  swiftly  glided. 

This  natural  progression  of  events,  foretold  in  the 
beginning  by  many,  was  nevertheless  unjieiceived  or 
unheeded  by  those  at  the  head  of  affairs,  until  the 
experience  of  present  disaster  forced  it  upon  the  at- 
tention of  file  whote  country.  It  is  now  universally 
acknowledged  because  its  eliecls  have  been  univer- 
sally  felt. 

Concurrently  with  the  action  of  the  government 
upon  the  banking  system,  another  cause  was  at  work 
to  give  additional  impulse  to  the  inulliplication  of 
paper  money  and  the  consequent  increase  of  'specula- 
tion. The  extinguishment  cf  the  national  debt  had  ' 
released  the  public  lands  from  the  heavy  charge 
which,  up  to  Ihat  period,  had  been  laid  upon  them. 
A  nrw  element  of  wealth,  derived  from  Ihe  sales  of 
these  lands,  was  tlius  thrown  into  the  revenues  of 
the  nation,  applicable  to  ordinary  expendituif'S.  The 
sagacity  of  Ihe  president  discerned  the  highly  mis- 
chievous etlett  which  was  certain  to  result  from  such 
a  \-aiiable  and  lavish  supply  ol  means  being  added  to 
Ihe  oi'dinary  resources  of  the  government.  He  saw 
that  it  vvoufd  lead  to  extravagance  ami  excess,  and 
niosl  injuriously  disturb  the  orderly  action  of  the  gov- 
ernment upon  the  currency.  He  consequently  in- 
vited Ihe  altention  of  congress  to  the  subject,  in  the 
following  term:-: 

"It  selins  lo  me  to  be  our  true  policy  that  Ihepub; 
lie  lands  shall  cease,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  be  a 
source  of  revenue,  and  that  tliey  be  sold  to  settler's  in 
limiled  parcels,  at  a  price  barely  sufficient  to  reim- 
burse to  the  United  Slates  Ihe  expense  of  the  present 
system  and  cost  arising  under  our  Indian  conipacls. 
The  advantages  of  accurate  surveys  and  undoubted 
Iit!p«,  now  secured  to  purchasers,  seem  to  forbrd  the 
abolilion  of  the  present  system,  because  none  can  be 
subslituted  which  will  more  perfectly  accomplish 
these  iinporlani  ends.  It  is  desirable,  however,  Ihat, 
in  convenient  lime,  this  machinery  be  willidrawir 
Irom  the  slates,  and  that  the  rr^ht  ol  soil  and  the  fu- 
ture disposilion  of  il  be  surrendered  to  the  stales  re- 
spectively in  which  it  lies." — See  president  Jackson's 
annual  message,  1S32. 

Congress  adopting  the  opinion  of  the  executive,  so 
far  a?  related  to  the  impolicy  of  allowing  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  to  be  brought  into  the  ordinary 
expeiiditrrres  of  the  government,  passed,  by  a  large 
majority  of  bolh  houses,  the  act  for  distributing  the 
proceeds  of  these  lands,  under  certain  condiiions, 
amongst  the  several  slates.  This  act  unhappily  fell 
under  executive  di-pleasure, — p-rhaps  because  it  did 
not  conlonn  to  Ihat  portion  of  the  executive  recoin- 
mendatioirs  which  proposed  ihe  surrender  of  the 
whole  to  the  iew  states  in  which  the  lands  were  sitir- 
aled.     It  was  denied  the  president's  signatrrre. 

Ttiis  unfortunate  difference  of  opinion  between 
congress  and  the  execulive  threw  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  into  th»  revenues,  anri  thus  conlribiiled  a  re- 
markable addilinn  lo  llie  mischief  working  materials 
which  were  then  ailulleraling  and  ilestroying  Ihe  cur- 
rencv.  The  barrks,  under  tiie  stimulus  of  Ilie  new 
svslem,  were  active  in  furnishing  llie  means  lor  spe- 
ciilaiiorr  in  the  lands:  Ihe  lands  were  equally  etfeclive 
rn  srrpplying  deposites  to  the  banks.  These  deposites 
were  soil  ces  ol  new  issuesand  new  acconimodaliOiis, 
lor  adililional  purchases  ol  lands.  These  two  loices 
acted  rcciprocalfy  upon  each  other,  augmenllng,  al- 
most in  geometrical  proportion,  their  irrjrrrious  power 
at  each  rebound.  The  sales  of  Ihe  lanrls  began,  in 
Ihis  process,  at  about  $2,000,000  a  year:  they  rose  lo 
86.000.000— their  to  $ie.o00,000,  and  finally  to  5(25,- 
000,000,  in  the  year  1S36.  The  deposites,  of  corrrse, 
iirrreased  in  these  proportions;  and  the  banks  lourrd- 
ed  upon  them  issues  of  paper  of  five,  six,  even  tea 
dollars  for  one. 

Il  was  a  very  notable  fact  belonging  to  this  money 
excitement,  that  the  chief  inlerests  which  fell  within 
its  irrtluence  were  tliese  speculations  in  the  public 
domain,  and  that  branch  of  induslry  connected  with 
Ihe  culliviition  anil  produclion  ol  cotton.  The  export 
of  cotton  was  singularly  .stimulaled  iluring  Ihe  period 
rtleired  lo.  whilst  no  olher  domeslic  product  appears 
to  have  beerr  specially  affected  by  these  measures. 

An  ejiaiiiinalion  of  Ihe  export.s  from  1S33  lo  1S3S 
will  show  that  those  of  floirr,  lice,  pork,  fish^  arrd 
many   olhi'r  arliilis  of  domeslic  production  ucliially 
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rl»clir,«l.  in  amount  allnr  thp  ynar  1«33;  Ibal  tobacco    I.M.nri  lar^e   amo.ints  ot  tlie  cosily   cot  on   fabncs  ot , 

.,:,d  l,„n;.er  .xpen.nce.i   .o„>e  i„c,ea>.,  b,.t    no!  be    ,,  Fr^ncf,  G.rma„y,  arcl  En2la,M.,-.ar„cl.3  ol    luxury  ;  U  n    ,,-    j,e  fir,     .• 

„,i„l  ,l,,..l  a.^i.MK.b!..  10  lt,e  i.rof.otl.ou  .iue  lo  ;l.e  in      ami   or.s.u.rnt- inullmbed  in  our  use.    ur.der  low,,- ,  DiHH,g -lie  i...eonL 


■ass  or  |)n[„il„iion;  bill   lliat  the  expmi  of  coUon    raiei-  ol  ilmy  tlian  tiave  bf(.n  imiiosed  in  seven.1  casi 
Ivanced  by  ilenrHesrapKlbeyon^l  hi! -xainpie  ill  oiir|Upon  llie  iircessaiiesof  lilf.  ,  ,.    , 

irmi-r  lii^iorv      The  committee  will    refer  to  a  lew  I      The  Iraile  with  China   has  p..rlakH„  ol  Ihe   same 

' '"     '  .'  '  I    ly  (■  itptric'llt*     ~"     --I-.-      ♦!>-.»     ..-ItK      13.-.i-.;i         .i-hi^h      l^rlor 


ilh  Ihi 


^sertion 


f 

jacts  I'Oii 

The  export  of  cotton  froaii  the  slate  of 

Georgia   in   the    fiie   years   be^innin* 

wiih  1S29,  and  .■ndins  with  1S33,  was 

valued  at  about 
In    llie  live  years  iVoin  !S34  to    1833  in- 

clu4v.-  !i    was 

Shevviuu  an  increa?e  of  near  70  per  cent. 
■  Fioiii    Suutli  Caioiiiia  th»  export  in  Ihe 

first  term  ol  live  years,  was  valued  at  ffSS.OOO.OOO 
In  tiie  second  at  5S,UOI),000 

An  increase  over  50  per  cent. 
Fioiii  Alabama  In  the  first  period  it  was    ]4.niin,onn 
In  the  second  J3,(mO,t)00 

An  increase  of  300  per  cent. 
From  Louisiana  in  Ihe  fiist  period  it  was    80  000  000 
lu  Ihe  secoiiil  II  was  166,tJ(U!,000 

An  increase  exceeding  100  per  cent. 

Theexporl  of  norlliern  and  weslern  prolncis,  it 
will  be  found  upon  inspeciion,  generally  declined,  oi, 
at  leasl,  did  not  advance  in  the  ratio  of  population, 
wliil.st  Ihe  great  soulhern  export  increased  ui  Ihe 
maimer  ive  have  slated. 

This  dilfereiite  «onld  seem  to  manifest  how  unreal 
was  thelounddlion  upon  which  this  seeming  prosper- 
ity was  planted:  and  will  suggest  tl'e  true  cause  lor 
the' greater  pressure  of  the  evil  of  a  bad  currency 
whicii  is  now  fell  in  the  south  uilh  a  weight  much 
more  intolerable  than  in  the  oilier  .seclions  ol  the 
union. 

The  cominitlee  have  yet  to  notice  anollier  minis'ra- 
tioii  ol  Ihe  government  which  brought  great  aggrava- 
tion lo  Ihe  evils  of  the  day.  This  was  Ihe  free  im- 
portation system,  eslabhsbed  by  the  acts  of  July; 
1S32,  ii.d  March,  1833. 

Rfftecling  upon  Ihe  policy  of  the  goverijment,  as 
exiiibiied  iirUie  two  inea.^ures,  lo  which  we  have  al- 
leailv  adverted,  it  is  scarcely  possible  lo  conceive  a 
more  ingenious  addilion  lo  their  power  to  do  harm 
than  that  presented  by  this  system  ol  free  imporlaiion 

The  enacl.iienis  relaliug  lo  the  bunks  and  the  |  ■  '- 


also   that  with    Brazil - 


vhich 


i  ha.s  been  maintained  under  circumslauces  eiilillin 


Of  coffee. 

5(1  .?Ti,'PO 

89,5  0,009 

Being  an  increase  of  $39. COO  000 

These  eonstilnte  the  principal  commoilitifs  which, 

since  the  acts  ol  IS32  and  1833.  wilh    the   exception 

of  wines,    have    been  adinilled  free  of  duly,    and    in 

regard    to  wines,  the  leiinclions  of  duly  unde 


1  10  higher  favor,  both  on  at-count  of  its  increasing  iin- i  act  of  1S32 — which  look  ctlecl  on  the  4lh  of   March 


portance  lo  the  agriciillnral  pioducis  and  inaiiulac 
$25,000,000  :  lures  of  the  United  Slate?,  to  which  it  has  hilherto 
I  alfoided  one  of  our  best  foreign  markets,  and  of  its 
§44. 000,000  '  value  in  thesiip|i-ly  to  our  I'opiilaiion  of  cortee,  which 
Ihe  habils  of  the  country  are  bringing  into  still  more 
extended  use. 

In  illusiration  of  Ihe  eff.  ct  of  these  measures  upon 


1S34, — were  established  at  so  low  a  rate  as  lo  be,  in 
elfecl,  equivalent  lo  Ine  imporlaiion.  The  above 
slalemeiit  of  these  imporlations  shows  thai  silks  and 
wines  have  been  increased  in  our  consumpiion  nearly 
one  hundred  percent.:  lliat  Ihe  inlrodiiction  of  linens, 
teas,  and  coli'ee,  has  been  greally  enlarged;  and  that 
,  Ihe  worsted  goods  ol  France,  England,  and  Germany, 
Ihe  coinin  Tce  and   incidentally,  upon   the  habils  of  j  which,  in  so  many  lorms,  have  bern    manufacUired 


Ihe  nalion.  Ihe  cominiltee  refer  to  Ihe  following  vie 
ol  Ihe  import  and  consuinpiion  of  foreign  goods  from 
Ihe  year  1,3:^0  to  1340,  both  inclusive: 

mporled-  Retained  for  ron'sumption. 


S;-)6.4S9.441 
83.157  593 
76.989.793 
88.295.576 
103,2113.521 
129.391.247 
168,233.675 
119,134  253 
101.264  611 
l.)l,otl7.H07 
83.951,20 


1330,  $70,876,920 

1331,  103, 101.124 
1832,    101.029.266 

1333,  103.118.311 

1 334,  126,521.332 

1835,  149,895  742 

1836,  1S9.9S0.0S5 

1837,  140.989,217 
■1?38,  "  113  717,406 
1839,  162  1/92  132 
1340,         1117,141,519 

Fioin  Ihi?  slalemeni  it  will  be  peiceived  that,  for 
Ihe  six  years  following  Ihe  pass,iffe  of  Ihe  acl  of  1333, 
Ihe  imporlaiion?  incieased  wilh  extraordinary  rapidi- 
ty; that  Ihe  amount  ol  those  not  re-exporled,  bill  re- 
laiiied  Ibi  domestic  consiiinpticiii,  were,  at  one  period 
iilinost  doiiDled;   and  that  not  iiiilil   the  country    w;as 

I  u helmed    in    the  financial   embairassments  of  1840 

i  was  there  any  rclurii  to  lluit  more  mod 
li.ide  Iroin  which  it  had  been  led  away  by  Ihe  talal 
iniliience  of  the  paper  money  sysiein. 

There  are  other  lacls  coniiecled  wilh  this  era  wor- 
thy ol  observation.  In  a' coinpaialive  view  of  the 
gross  amount  of  imports  in  two  succeeding  terms  of 
ten  years  each. — that  is  lo  say,  Irom  Ihe  year  1321  to 
1S30,  both  inclii-ive.  and  lioin  Ihe  year  1331 


lie  domain  opened  every  resource  lor  Uie  creation  ol  1  lo   1340,11    will    be   seen,  estimating  ihe  amount  in 
nd  easy   accoinmodalion:  this  Iree  im-'    millnmsand  tenlhs — 


paper  money 

portatiou  expedient  furnished  nol  only  a  convenient 
laciiHv  by  the  employment  of  these  acconiimid..iions, 
but  a'inost  imporliinale  invitalion  lo  Ihe  ivliole  world 
to  persuade  Ihe  naiioii  lo  spend  with  unstinted  pn.di. 
galily.  It  not  only  provoked  our  own  merchants  to 
indulge  in  Ihe  seductions  and  ruinous  allurements  ol 
excessive  trade,  but  it  set  tne  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers of  all  Europe  lo  the  bu.sy  employmeni  ol 
their  wil5  lo  invent  devices  by  which  the  last  dollnr 
ol  the  precious  metals  hojided  up  in  secret  deposito- 
ries, might  be  ihawii  away. 

We  agreed  to  admit  free  of  duty  (or,  in  regard  to 
some  cominoiliiies,  if  not  absolulely  free,  yel  virlu- 
ally  Eo)  silks,  linens,  wors-leds,  vMnes,  leas,  cortee, 
(mils,  and  sundry  other  ariicles,  which,  together, 
have  coiistiluled  about  one-half  of  our  imports. 

The  fust  impulse  which  lliis  gave  lo  our  trade  was 
to  render  the  Uniled  States  the  chief  depository  ol 
the  surplus  stock  of  European  work-shops;  and,  by 
Ihe  aiiginenlaliun  of  ilie  supply,  much  more  than  by 
Ihe  re.lucHon  of  ihe  duly,  lo  liiinish  us  wilh  Ihal 
greatly  extolled  blessing  ol  cheap  goods. 

The  next  elfect  of  It  was  lo  stimulate  a  varif  ty  of 
new  invenli.uis  in  fmeigii  manufacture,  by  which  a 
supply  of  allraclive  household  goods,  ol  the  diss  ex 
einpt  liom  duly,  imghl  be  furnished  lo  our  popiilalion: 
and.aslaraslhese  labiics  could  be  brought  into  use,  lo 
supercede  the  maniilaciilirs  inaile  fioui  thai  Ioiil'-Ios- 
tered  and  valued  slaple  of  exporl,— our  ow  ii  coiloii, 
Tiic  result  oflhis  measure  has  been,  alter  tignl  years' 
experiuieiit,  lo  clothe  a  large  portion  of  our  own  peu 
pie  in  che.ip  inouselines  de  lain-,  and  oilier  lahiic- 
of  Ihe  s.ime  material;  and  in  silks  and  linens,  lo  Ihe 
exclusion  ol  just  so  much  collon  cl.lh,  which  all  oiii 
previous  inculcaliniis  ol  sood  policy  had  taught  us  lo 
believe  it  wiis  an  iniporiant  object  lo  bring  iiilo  Ihe 
mnsi  exleiisive  coiisiimplion. 

From  tiie  dale  ol  th  -  Iree  importation  acts,  our 
trade  Ins,  lo  a  certain  uxteiil,  ceased  to  be  regulaled 
l)V  our  own  "incrchants.  A  great  amount  has  fallen 
into  Ihe  hands  ol  loreigners,  under  a  sysieui  ol  li)ren;n 
cuiisignuient,  and  is  disposed  of  lliroiigh  llie  agi'iicy 
ol  aiKMion  sales.  The  creilits  on  ihe  duties  liaie  fur- 
nished a  c,i|)ilal  (or  these  loreign  traders,  and  given  a 
most  de.slruclive  vigor  lo  this  mode  of  siipplmifr  or 
rather  of  gluiling  our  markets.  The  diiiie.s  me  evad 
ed  Ihrougli  Ihe  very  circiiinslance  Ihal  Ihe  owners  ol 
imporled  goods  are  nol  withiii  Ihe  jurisdiclioii  ol  oin 
laws;  anil  Ir.onI- are  cmsequenllv  pracUsed  hy  |iei- 
soni  over  whom  we  can  exeit  no  vigilance.  The 
t.iriif  which  proiecled  conrsf  coltou  goods  has  had  n 
opeiJio 


■j'hal  Ihe  amount   imported  in  the  first 

term  was  $  793.500,000 

In  live  second  1,302,500,000 

Showing  an  increase  of  imporlations 
in  Ihe  lallei  period  ©504.000.000. 
The  amount  retained  for  domestic  con- 

suinptibn  during  Ihe  fir=t  period  was  .563,900,000 
During  the  second  it  was  1,1U^, 100,000 

Maiiing  an  increase  of  domestic  con- 
sumplion  in  the  country  during  this  last 
leiin  of  $534,200,000;  anil  showing  a 
C'-hSuinptioii  of  foreign  goods  nearly 
double  that  ol  the  former  term. 

A  further  examination  will  show  that  Ihis  great  in- 
crease in  the  consumption  of  imported  goods  chiefly 
look  place  in  that  class  of  coininodilies  which  are 
ranked  amongsl  luxuries;  and  that  we  are  indebted 
lor  our  excessive  imiioitalions  almost  altogether  lo 
Ihe  app.^lite  for  Ihe  supeifluous  expense,  and  costly 
indulgence  which  it  would  seem  to  have  been  the 
c.irelnl  ert'ort  ol  ttie  government  to  create. 

A  teierence  lo  a  lew  ol  the  most  conspicuous  ar- 
ticle.s  of  impoil,  during  Ihe  two  periods  of  ten  years 
above  lies  gnateil,  will  exhibit  lliis  Jacl  in  a  light  de- 
S'U  ving  of  allenlioii. 

We  present  the  following  aggregates  of  importa- 
tions dujiiig  three  terms: 

The  imporlalions  of  silks 
During  the  first  term,  Iro.n  1321  lo  183,3. 

aijioiinled  to  971.400.000 

Dining  the  second,  from  1331  lo  1S40       133,400,000 
Being  an  increase  ol  $67,000,000. 
OftL-ines. 
During  the  first  term  15.900,000 

Diiiiug  Ihe  second  29,700,000 

B.iiig  an  increase  of  $13  300,000. 
Of  wonted  goods. 
During  the  first  term  *l.-i,SOO,ono 

During  the  second  45,100,000 

Biing  ail  iiici'ease  of  $29,300,000. 
OfUnen>. 
During  Ihe  first  term  32,400,000 

Oiiring  I  ho  second  42,600,000 

Being  an  increase  of  gl0,200,000. 
O/'  leas. 
During  ihe  first  term       '  24,4liO,iiOtl 

During  the  second  42,»(j0,i)i)0 

Being  an  increase  of  $-13, 500, 100. 


to  sii|  plant  Ihe  use  of  cotlon,  and  now  so  l.irgely 
enter  into  the  cousiiinplion  of  Ihe  coiinliy,  have  been 
iniilliplifd  nearly  ihree  hundred  per  cent,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  importation  act. 

Contrasted  wilh  this  view  of  (he  extension  of  our 
trade  through  the  medium  of  free  goods,  an  examina- 
lion  of  the  pruici|ial  imp-irts  would  show  lliai,  in  the 
dutiable  ariicles  retained  in  Ihe  taritf  since  1832,  Ihe 
increase  of  iutpor'aiion  has  preserved  a  rai  o  nearer 
to  Ihal  of  population;  and  allhough  Hiese  importations 
were  nniloubtedly  somewhat  enlarged  by  tlie  stiinulua 
of  Ihe  government  measures  upon  the  currency,  yet 
Ihe  difference  between  them  and  the  l»ee  goods  is 
siiHicienlly  obvious  to  demonstrale  the  ].ernicious 
effect  of  lediiciiig  the  duties,  especially  at  a  time 
when  every  ila_\'s  experience  was  prnviiii^  to  us  that 
Ihe  ciiriency  was  snlfeiing  under  the  drain  of  a  con- 
stantly accumulating  foreijn  debt,  which  had  its  ori- 
gin in  the  excessive  influx  of  foreign  goods  into 
our  ports. 

A  reference  to  a  few  articles  of  importation,  snb- 
le  course  of  j-'-l  >"  ''"'-V,  m  Ihe  two  peiiods  presenled  in  the  last 
statement,  will  allbrd  an  illuslration  of  Ibis  fact: 
The    total    value  of  woollen  soods  (ex- 
cluding worsteds)   iinpoited    between 
1S21  and  1330  is  estimated  at  $,-63, 400,000 

Do.  from  1831  lo  1810  82.400,000 

Increase  $19,000,000 
Value  oi'  cotton  gooiJs  imported  in  the  1st 

term  93.SOn,00(> 

Do.     2nd  term  116,400,000 

Increase  »22,600.0IIO. 
V.due  of  iro;i  and  steel  imported  in  the  1st 

term  54,300  000 

Do.     2nd  term  92,200,000 

Increase  $'37,fll)O,OO0. 

Valiienl   laillierii  k,!t'>ne  wuie  impoiled 

1st  term 

Do.     2n^.  term 
Increase  $6,9  h>,Oi)0. 
Value  oi  hemp  miiintfjcliires  import^'i  Ist 
"term 

Do.     2iid  term 
Decrease  $»00,00o. 
Value  of  nio/nsscs  impoiled  1st  terai 
Do.     2i.d  lerm 
Increase  $9,800,000. 
Value    of  sii^ar   imported    Isl  term 
Do.     2nd  term 
Increase  $25,700,000. 
Value   of  salt   imported    1st    term 
Do.     2nd   term 
Increase  $1,900,000. 

II  is  proper  to  obsfive,  in  reference  to  a  portion  of 
these  imporlations,  that  Ihe  d<  scendingscaleofdiilies, 
as  provided  in  the  ad  ol  1833,  has  had  a  manifest  ef- 
lect  locjutcken  iin|ioilalion  ill  prupnrlion  as  Ihe  re- 
.luciion  of  duly  lessened  the  amount  of  pioleclion 
allorded,  and  brought  the  American  ni.inufacliire 
more  directly  within  Ihe  range  of  fnrei^'n  competition. 
This  is  sirikingly  line  in  some  blanches  of  Ihe  iron 
business,  in  Ihe  import. itioii  of  alass  ware,*  and 
some  other  loreign  miinulacliires.  In  regard  to  the 
fine  cotton  goods,  which  have  never  been  inanufac- 
lurid  in  the  United  Slates,  the  successive  reductions 
under  the  act  of  1833  have  very  visibly  slimnlated  Ihe 
yearly  importalions  Irom  France  and  En:;land,  nhd 
have  so  far  served  not  only  to  contribute  a  full  share 
lo  Ihe  enibarrassmenls  produced  by  overli.uling,  but 
to  Iced  Ihal  la>te  lor  loreign  luxuries  v\hicli  has  be- 
come so  conspicuous  amongst  the  causes  which  have 
drained  the  wealth  ami  enervated  the  morals  of  the 
coinmnnily. 

III  this  summary  review  of  Ihe  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernuienl  displayed  in  the  Ihree  most  prominent  and 
significant  inea-iiresol  the  last  tenyeais, — Ihrse  rcja.' 
tin:;  to  Ihe  hank,  the  lands,  and  the  free  importations 


lO.SOO.OOO 
17,700,000 


6.000  000 
5,600,000 


22.600,000 
32,400,000 


42  900,000 
63,600,000 


6.100.000 
8,000,000 


•  Tliere  heinij  no  account  kei'i  of  ihe.se  iniporttiuon 

n  a  separate  form,  previous  :o  1823,  ihe  two  years  of  1821 

pon    the  yi/ic,    and    we    have,   thereiorr-,  i  and  1322  are  computed  at  the  san  e  amouni  as  inlS2S. 


•  rile  importations  ol  "lass  ware  have  bien  iis  followa: 
An'iieiiate  value  of  imports  lioui  1826  lo  1830,  both  in- 
clusive. 82,300.000 
Do.                '   1S31  to  1835    do.       3,000,000 
•Do.                    1.1,"6  10  IS!0    do.      -1.100.000 
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— the  coiiimiltee  believe  they  have  preseiileil  the 
most  auijile  cviilence  of  the  origin  ol  llie  disordeis 
whicli  h.iVL'  alletteil  ihe  seiier.d  iiKiiistry  ol  the  coun- 
try. It  !.=■  im|.ospible,  in  their  juiIgiiiBiii,  lo  lie  justice 
to  the  several  inquiries  snbiuiMcd  to  Ihein,  wiliioni 
bringing  tliese  topic?  into  view,  in  order  that  the 
proper  iveii^ht  rniiht  be  allribnterl  to  causes  ol  such 
active  influence  upon  the  pur-nits  of  the  counlr-y. 
Commerce,  navigation,  dornesiic  indnfitry  in  al!  its 
dei'aitinents,  have  eqiialiy  sulfeied  under  the  jires 
sure  of  these  causes.  Tile  great  soiirre  of  derarige- 
uient  in  Ihe  business  ol  the  country  has,  for  years 
past,  been  attiibuleil  to  th-  comlilion  o(  llie  currency 
That  condition  was  itself  but  the  consequence  of  the 
policy  of  Ihe  governineiil;  and  uhilsl  our  whole 
population  looii  uilh  intense  anxiety  to  a  reform  ol 
the  curreiicv,  it  c.innot  be  too  deeply  iinjiresstd  upon 
Ihein  that  iliat  relurui  i.s  only  lo  be  perinanenily 
secured  Ihiough  a  chanice  in  Ihe  system  of  measure's 
which,  we  have  endeaMired  to  show,  has  been  the 
parentof  Ihe  whole  biood  of  ills. 

II  It  were  po-sii)h'  lo  restore  the  banliing  system 
to  wliat  If  was  in  1S29,  making  allowance  oidy  lor 
such  increase  as  woulil  propei  ly  hdlow  an  increasp  of 
popiilalioii; — lo  witlidiaw  Ihe  inillioiis  of  excessive 
Lank  ca|iilat,  and  shut  up  the  hiiinlreds  of  unnecessa- 
ry banks  winch  ttie  gov.rnuient  quickened  into  birth; 
lo  restore  an  etfeclive,  well-reguUied  central  Naiioii- 
al  Bank,  which  should  conlrol,  as  lbs  country  has 
once  serii  such  an  instilutioii  control,  the  banking 
esiahlisliinents  of  the  several  Slates,  o..e  great  step 
would  be  taken  towards  the  revival  of  liatioiial  pros- 
periiy. 

That  wholesome  suggestion  which  seems  lo  have 
been  a  favorite  piiininle  in  tlie  early  stages  ol  the 
administration  to  winch  Ihe  con.iiiitee  have  alluded, 
but  which,  withoiil  assignable  motive  or  public  jdsli- 
ficalion  given  lor  it,  vv^is  unhappily  repudia  ed  by  its 
own  paUofisat  a  iaterday, — llie  linpoilance,  namely, 
of  withdrawing  llie  proceeds  ol  tne  public  hinds  from 
Ihe  splieie  of  the  nidinary  reveinies  and  expemliluies 
of  the  governinent — has  already  been  arlopled  by 
congress.  If  this  wise  and  ben.  iiceni  in'  a-iire  shall 
be  persisted  in,  the  committee  do  not  doubt  that  the 
country  will  find  not  only  that  these  proceeds,  justly 
the  properly  ol  Ihe  States,  may  become  the  means  ol 
ledeeining  lire  laiih  of  Ihe  States,  and  thus  of  invig- 
orating ihe  credit  of  Ihe  Uunm  ils.ll;  but  also  that, 
this  appropriation  of  the  lund  v.  ill  insure  a  greater 
steadiness  in  the  financial  action  of  Ihe  governmeni, 
and  imparl  the  s.ime  chancier  In  the  cnrieiicy. 

A  revision  ol  the  laritfs  of  1S32  and  1S33,  conduc- 
ted with  a  view  to  tlie  resloralinn  ol  duties  upon  a 
large  class  of  merchandise,  until  hil.ly  admilted  free, 
and  10  Ihe  establishmeiil  of  such  discrimiiialioiis  as 
shall  atf.ird  all  Ihe  pioteclion  lo  our  indu.-liy  which 
is  necessary  to  secure  to  our  own  arlis.ins  wliativer 
they  are  capable  ot  snpfilying  to  the  coinsuinplior^  of 
our  own  country,  must  be  ranked  as  ti'.e  tliird  ^reat 
step — and,  in  the  opinion  ol  the  coinuiillee,  above  all 
others  in  importance, — in  the  effort  to  resuscitate  the 
trade  and  restore  Ihe  business  ol  the  country. 

Having  thus  completed  that  preliminary  survey  of 
llie  measures  wliich  h.ive,  lo  so  large  an  extent,  in- 
flueiiced  and  ilepres-erl  the  occupations  of  the  people 
in  every  branch  of  employinent,  the  cuinmittce  now 
proceerl  to  examine  the  slate  of  our  commerce  and 
Iiavigatioii.  They  propose,  without  enlering  into  a 
very  minute  detail  ot  the  manifold  interests  eoiiriect- 
ed  with  this  question,  lo  present  a  ^eneial  view  of 
the  syslein  by  which  our  commercial  relations  are 
regiiia'ed,  and  lo  furnish  such  evidence  as  may  be 
within  llifcir  reach,  of  the  oper.ition  of  that  system 
upon  the  prosperity  ol  this  deparlinent  of  our  public 
economy. 

They  Ihink  that  an  examination  of  this  subject  will 
convirice  the  house  of  Ihe  iinporlaiice  of  some  very 
decisive  chanj^e  in  Ihe  conditions  upon  which  our 
coininen-e  and  navigation  are  sustained  with  loreign 
Slal>s;  and  that  alihough  this  interest  may  possess 
ilihTent  vigor  In  rise  above  all  Ihe  embarrassments 
which  an  iirjmlicious  policy  in,iy  have  placed  in  its 
way,  and  under  tiiat  impulse  have  even  grown  in 
stren;;lh,  yet  that  its  great  value  to  the  country  en- 
titles it  to  a  more  elficient  pioteclion  than  it  now  re- 
ceives. "■ 

In  framing  a  system  of  laws  for  Ihe  regiih.lio  i  of 
the  shipping  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  our  policy  has 
always  [iroiessed  to  keep  in  vie*  three  leading  ob- 
jects- 
First.  To  protect  and  encourage  the  constrr.cfion 
and  emjiloyinent  of  our  own  vessels' lo  the  greatest 
extent  which  our  intercourse  with-  other  nations 
would  allow: 

Second.  To  reserve  the  coasting  Irade  exclusively 
for  our  own  occupation:  and  — 

Tiiird,  To  nurlure  wilh  tn.-  utmost  care  a  nii:ner- 
0113  body  of  skiliul  an. I  hardy  sea;neii.  not  only  as  the 
necessaiy  resource  of  our  comiuercrai  marine  in  lane 
of  peace,  but  as  Ihe  indispcns.i'.de  supportol  an  etfici- 
eiii  navv  in  time  of  war. 


Edily  alter  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  acts 
were  passed  tor  the.  piomni  ion  ol  these  obj.els,  which 
were  moulded  chiefly  u|)oii  the  luoilel  ol'lliose  navi- 
gation laws  ol  Great  Biitai",  by  the  efficacy  of  which 
that  nalion,  in  a  career  ol  more  than  a  ci-niury  ami  a 
hall,  had  allained  to  an  alinost  undisputed  supreiiucy 
upon  the  ocean. 

The  syslem  was  avowedly  and  distinctively  pro 
teciice  of  ihe  interest  it  had  in  charge.  It  was  a  sys- 
tem of  restriciions  upon  the  commerce  and  shipping 
of  fortinn  nations  foi  the  henefii  of  our  own.  The 
American  ship  owner  was  guardeil  and  protected 
anainsl  Ihe  compelilion  of  the  whole  world,  by  dis- 
cnminaliuns  in  his  favor  in  the  duties  boh  on  inei- 
chandise  ami  lonnage.  as  well  as  in  the  port  charges 
ami  oilier  expenses  of  his  voyage;  provision  was  inaile 
lor  the  encourageinenr  of  American  seamen;  and  ine 
syslem  was  administered  with  a  strict  and  jealous  re- 
gard to  the  privileges  which  it  conferred.  If  the 
severity  ol  these  restrictions  was  occasionally  relax- 
ed, in  favor  of  particular  nations,  it  was  never  wiili- 
out  a  specific  equivalent;  and  the  subject  was  lell  at 
all  times  ai  the  dis:'Osal  of  the  government,  lo  be 
contiolleii  by  the  legislation  of  congress,  as  Ihe  occa- 
sion might  demand. 

Our  government  treaties,  whilst  this  policy  pie- 
ail.  d,  seldom  extended  beyond  a  sli|>ulatioii  to  place 
the  liiendly  power  upon  tlie  fooiinu  of  "the  mo.st  hi- 
vored  nations,"  in  regard  to  commercial  ailvantages. 
They  gave  no  pledi;e  against  such  discriminations  as 
might  be  found  necessary  to  the  promotion  of  our 
own  traile,  lurlher  tiian  arr  agreement  that  sneh  dis 
criminations  shnulil  not  be  applied  to  the  pariy  wiih 
whom  the  negotiation  was  made,  without  alsoapply- 
iiS  lo  all  other  naiions. 

The  most  prominent  point  which  was  to  be  observ- 
ed in  Ibis  scheme  lor  the  re-^ulation  of  our  commer- 
cial connexions,  was  Ihal  Ihe  whole  snbjpct  of  tra.le 
and  navigation  was  always  kepi  wilhinihe  control  ol 
congress,  and  might  be  altered,  rel.ixed,  or  enioice<l 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  times  and  the  case  miglit 
render  exjredieiit. 

The  sy.siein  was  rigidly  maintained  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  pr-sent  lorin  of  government  until  the 
year  1SI5,  fro.n  which  year  we  are  to  dale  ihe  in- 
ception  and  progress  of  a  new  policy. 

Durine;  the  wnole  of  the  lerm  relerred  to,  from  17.t)l) 
to  1S15 — the  period  of  our  resuiciive  syslein — ex- 
clinling  fioni  it  only  the  interval  of  the  war  anil  the 
embarrassments  that  iinmf.iiately  precedeil  that  event 
— the  growth  of  the  Ameiuan  marine  constitutes  one 
of  Ihe  rnOit  striking  facts  in  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  general  pacification  ot  Europe  in  1315  broui^ht 
abo.it  a  new  or.ier  ol  things.  II  convert'-d  beiliiierent 
nations  into  commercial  rivals.  It  was  loreseen  thai 
the  maiiti.ne  Slates  would  devote  Iheir  means  lo  Ihe 
extension  of  their  shippin;;,  and  lliat  Ihe  energy  and 
resources  v\hicli  had  been  expenrled  in  war  mu.-t  pro- 
duce a  ve^-y  visible  result  in  the  cultivation  of  Ihe  arts 
of  peace.  Great  solicitude  was  therelore  naturally 
fell  ill  this  country  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  system 
as  shoulil  be  most  likely  to  secure,  on  a  permrneni 
foundation,  our  commerce  and  navigation  against  tlie 
rivaliy  that  was  preparing  lor  it. 

Our  chief  cusioiner  in  Irade  was  Great  Biilain  — 
An  a:;reement  lor  reciprocal  privileges,  or  rather  ol 
free. loin  from  discriminations  in  the  purls  of  Ihe  two 
countries,  was  regarded  as  a  mailer  of  gieat  inleresi 
to  both;  anil  as  an  opinion  preiaileil  in'  the  Unil'-d 
States  that  we  could  navig.ile  the  ocean  on  lerins  ni 
least  as  favorable  as  the  subjects  of  Great  Br, lain,  a 
treaty  was  proposed  which  should  establi-h  cerl.iiu 
[rrir  lieges  ol  trade  and  navii^alion  upon  a  b.isjs  of  re 
cijirocily.  The  pioposilion  was  a'ce[ited  by  Great 
Biilain,  but  wilh  a  scrupulous  exclusion  other  culo 
nies  and  other  foreign  possessions.  The  result  was 
Ihe  cnnvention  of  London,  whioh-was  signed  on  the 
3d  of  July,  1815.  This  is  Ihe  (irsi  reciprocity  treaty 
known  in  the  history  of  tlie  two  naiions.  It  was 
orii;inally  limited  in  duralinn  lo  lour  years;  was  ex 
tended,  in  ISIS,  lor  ten  more,  wilh  an  ind- finite 
continuance,  subject  lo  one  year's  rotice  of  llie  desire 
of  ciiiiei  parly  to  annul  it — and  upon  this  footing  is 
now  in  force. 

The  principal  stipulations  of  iliis  convention  were  - 

First.  That  no  higher  or  oilier  duties  or  piohibi- 
tions  upon  the  iin|ioil3  or  exports,  respectively  Ihe 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  lire  Biitish  terri- 
fuiies  in  Europe  on  the-  one  side,  or  ol  the  United 
Stales  on  the  other,  should  be  laid  t'y  either  partv 
against  the  other,  than  should  be  laid  on  the  like 
articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  other 
nations: 

Second.  That  the  vessels  of  each  nation  should  be 
ad  mi  I  ted  into  Ihe  poils  of  the  other  on  the  s.une  leims, 
as  regards  tonnage  iliitie.i  and  charges,  as  their  o.mi: 
Third.  That  tlie  s.nae  duties  were  to  be  p.iid  in  >he 
ports  ol  eacii  upon  iinporlalioni  the  growih.  piodoc. 
or  ruanufacliire  of  the  other,  wrtellier  imported  in  the 
[  vessels  of  llic  one  party  oi  the  other. 


Such  were  the  limita'ions  of  what  was  nndeistood 
to  b"  the  11  ci/iructil prii-ileges  oi'l\ie  tv\o  connlrits. 

This  treaty  was  regarded  as  an  experiment  in  Ihe 
nteicoiirse  between  tlie  par  ies.  The  reslriclinn  of 
ts  ojieralio  I,  on  the  British  side,  to  the  British  lern- 
ori  s  in  Europe;  the  rigid  exclusion  bom  it  of  any  . 
irrangemeni  foi  trade  wilh  her  colonies;  and  the  limi- 
atinn  of  the  privileges  lo  coinmodilies  the  growth, 
produce,  and  tnanufaclure  of  Ihe  conliariin;;  parties, 
show  wilh  what  caution,  and  even  distrust,  this 
first  depariure  Iroiii  the  old  system  of  international 
cummeicial  regulation  was  adopted. 

The  progress  of  Ibis  experiment  has  been  observed 
w  ith  dilferent  ard  conflictiii!;  opinions  of  its  value. — 
On  Ihe  Biiii.-h  side  it  is  el.iimed  as  a  measure  which 
has  been  produclive  ol  unequivocal  good  to  that  na- 
lion, and  as  havini;  greatly  advanced  the  interest  of 
her  navigation  in  the  American  traile.  A  similar 
claim  has  been  made  for  il  im  our  side.  The  com- 
mitlee,  in  the  course  of  Ibis  report,  will  endeavor  lo 
present  some  facts  toucliinii  lliis  question  which  may 
aid  in  Ihe  decision  ol  it.  Il  is  sufficient  now  lo  say 
that,  lor  ten  years  after  this  convention,  no  treaty 
was  made  by  litis  counlry  up.oii  the  same  basis;  that, 
in  1818,  a  treaiy  wilh  Sweden,  and,  in  1325.  another 
with  Columbia,  were  ratified,  which  were  negotiated 
upon  Ihe  old  principle  of  placing  Ihe  parties,  wilh 
respect  to  each  other,  upon  the  footing  ol  "the  most 
favoreil  nations." 

The  year  1824  was  memorable  both  in  this  country 
and  III  England  lor  a  verv  spirited  excitement  upon 
Ihe  two  opposite  Iheop  ies  of  free  trade  and  protection. 
It  seemed  to  be  an  object  of  high  concern  to  Great 
Britain,  at  lea-t  to  spread  abroad  an  opinion  of  her 
laitli  in  Ihe  efficacy  ol  a  system  of  Ire e  trade.  Some 
lew  rediiciions  were  made,  in  the  fbiloivinii  year,  in 
her  iinposis — reduciion  from  a  very  liii^h  st.indard  of 
inoteclion,  to  a  lower  standaid  of  protection.  The 
dunes  on  many  raw  m.ilerials  employed  in  her  maiiii- 
factuie  were  removed  or  [ilaced  at  so  low  a  rate  as  lo 
he  equivalent  almost  to  li.ee  importation;  anil  a  very 
disiinet  and  conspicuous  change  in  her  larilf  was 
made  by  some  sinking  discriminations  in  lavor  of 
her  cidonies.  Great  emphasis  was  given  to  these 
.ilteiaiions  as  so  many  concessions  to  that  new  prin- 
ciple oi  roinmerce  whicti  was  to  biiiig  all  naiions 
iiilo  Ihe  enjoyment  of  a  [lerlrcl  equably  ol  privilege; 
and  Ihese  concessions  were  used  as  an'argumen't  lo 
induce  the  United  Slates  at  once  lo  remove  whalever 
impedimenis  Iheir  legislation  might  have  opposed  lo 
the  introduction  ol  Biitish  manuiacliires  into  every 
avenue  ol  onr  domestic  wants.  As  a  part  of  this 
liberal  plan,  Greal  Bii'ain  also  entered  into  negotia- 
lioiis  iMih  loreign  powers  lor  Ihe  exchange  ol  recipro- 
eilv  IreaiifS.  Bile  accorilingly.  Ill  ihe  years  1824  and 
\^25.  negotialed  tieaties  on  this  louiidalloii  with 
Piiissia.  Hanover,  Deninaik,  Oldenbiiig,  Mecklen- 
buiK.  the  Hanse  towns,  the  stales  of  Rio  del  Plata 
and  Colombia. 

Whilst  this  new  fervor  prevailed  in  England,  its 
influence  became  active  in  the  Uniled  Slates.  The 
laiih' iliscussioiis  ol  1824  are  lull  of  evidences  of  the 
conia^ion  of  lliis  transallantic  philosopti};  and  llie 
lapse  ol  a  lert  years  has  sliovMi  how  rapidly  we  can 
iinilale  tne  policy,  or  at  least  adopt  the  maxims  of  our 
coinmeicial  lival  a. id  teacher.  . 

Following  iinmediatelv  upon  the  footsteps  of  Great 
UiUaiii  and' borrowing, 'almo-t  veibalim.  the  langu- 
age ol  hei  diplomacy,  we  conclndeil  recip  ocily  tiea- 
iies  wilh  Central  America  in  1825,  with  Denmark  in 
1S2S.  with  Sweden  ami  the  Han^e  towns  in  1827, 
wilh  Prus-ia  and  B.azil  in  1828,  and  Ihencelorward, 
III  rapid  siKcession,  wiih  Austria,  Mexico,  Russia, 
Venezuela,  Greece.  Sardinia,  the  Netherlands,  Hano- 
ver, and  Portugal. 

By  this  course  of  negotiation  the  reciprocity  sys- 
terrr  has  been  extended  over  a  very  large  field  ol  our 
tra.le.     The  exceptions  will  be  noiiced  tierealler. 

Tlie.se  recijirocily  treaties  are  of  various  import, 
more  or  less  reslricling  the  n.ilnral  privileges  ot  iiade. 
They  may.  however,  wilhoul  reg.iidiiig  acme  h'ss  iin- 
porlaiil  moilificaIions,be  ilescribed  under  two  clashes. 
I'll.'  first  cl.iss  stipulates— 

1.  l-"or  Ihe  priviie;;e  of  importing  from,  and  export- 
ing to,  either  inrlioii  resjiec'ively,  tirticies  llie  growth, 
liioduce,  or  maniifiuiiire  of  eillier,  wilhoot  ducrimi- 
naiioi:  in  duties  or  tonn.ige,  in  the  vessels  of'eiiher: 

2.  Not  lo  l.iy  duties  on  Ihe  pioductions  of  either, 
which  are  not  laid  on  similar  prosluctions  of  all  other 
iiations:   and — 

3.  For  an  eqnaliiy  of  port  charges,  &c.,  on  the 
vessels  of  each  tn  tlie  ports  ol  each. 

The  Second  class  may  be  brii  fly  described  as  dif- 
feiing  Irom  Ihis,  mainly.  Ill  the  important  iVature  of 
.X Ml.!  11  IK  the  piivileee  ol  muliial  import  and  exjroit 
h.-y,.:.il  co,oiiKi.;i;ies  the  gio>uli.  proume  in'  maim- 
l.iciii  e  ol  each  nall.m,  lo  Ihe  jjroditclijns  i.f  all  oilier 
i.aliuni  winch  by  the  laws  ol  eacn  country  might  be 
i.npoiti-d  in  ils  own  veescis;  and  that  such  impoita- 
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tioiis  and  exportations  mi^ht  be  marie  riirectly  from 
anil  to  all  such  oUiir  iialions,  in  tlie  vessels  of  each 
oi'  the  contiiiclin^  parlies. 

In  both  of  these  forms  of  treaty  all  interference  in 
the  co2.-<ting  Irailc  ul' each  parly  is  forbidden  to  the 
other. 

In  examining  th''se  two  classes  of  stipulations  it 
will  be  perceived  tliat,  nndcr  the  first,  tlie  parlies  are 
Icit  at  liberty  to  discriminate  against  each  other  in 
ref;ard  to  imports  or  exports  nol  the  growlh,  prodnce, 
or  manufaclcire  of  either.  In  a  few  instances  this 
])rivii^'f;e  is  qualified  by  a  special  desij;nalion  of  llie 
counliies,  Itie  growlh,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
wliich  may  be  imported  or  exported  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty,  and  generally  where  the  parlies 
liave  cnlnnies  these  are  either  excepted,  or  marie  the 
.siibjxt  ot  particular  lefjnlalion.  To  this  class  of 
treaties,  williont  stopping  to  indica'e  some  minor  pe- 
c:nliarilies  in  each,  we  may  refer  those  at  present 
subsisting  with  England,  iMexico,  Hanover,  and 
Porlng.l. 

Under  the  second  class,  no  discrimination  is  allow- 
ed to  be  made  in  refeience  lo  imporlalion  or  exporta- 
tion Irora  or  lo  any  part  o(  the  woild,  with  which  Ihe 
parties  carry  on  trade;  or  in  relerence  to  any  Icintl  of 
jnerchanriise,  without  respect  to  its  oriijin,  which 
eillier  parly  has  not  prohibited  to  itself  In  this  class 
is  to  be  ranked  all  the  other  reciprocity  treaties  liere- 
tofore  cnumeraleil.  A  modificalion  of  this  principle, 
liowever,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  will  be  (oiiml  in  Ihe 
treaty  uilh  the  Netherlands,  which  confirms  Ihe  pri- 
\  ilrge  of  importation  and  exportalion  on  equal  terms, 
lo  merchandise  impoiled  from  and  expoiled  to  ttie 
jjorls  of  either  nation,  bnl  without  any  restriction  as 
to  the  oiigiVi  of  Ihe  commodity. 

The  extension  of  the  privilege  of  reciprocal  trade, 
as  defined  in  this  latter  class  of  treaties,  is  a  very 
sii(niticaiif  fact  in  the  present  [)olicy  of  tliis  govern- 
ment, and  certainly  manifests  a  desire  on  our  part  to 
test  the  principle  of  free  irade,  as  regards  onr  naviga- 
tion, by  experiment  on  the  broadest  gionnds. 

Before  leaving  this  survey  of  the  foundations  upon 
which  our  commerce  and  navigalion  have  been  placed, 
liy  treaties^ established  on  the  piinciplesof  recipro- 
city, as  thai  term  is  now  unilerslood,  it  may  be  pro- 
)ier  lo  notice  Ihe  relations  which  subsist  between 
this  government  and  France,  which,  alttioiigh  nol 
strictly  brought  within  eillier  of  the  classes  we  have 
discrib'.d,  are  yet  maintained  b}"  a  Irealy  securing  a 
limited  reciprocity. 

A  commercial  treaty  with  that  nation  was  signed 
on  the  241h  of  June,  1S22,  which  was  to  continue  in 
ibice  for  two  years  Irom  Ihe  1st  of  October  in  that 
)'ear.  or  until  one  of  the  parties  should,  by  six  months' 
notice,  have  declared  its  intention  to  renounce  it. 

It  jirovided  that  articles  the  growth,  prodnce,  or 
manul.icture  of  the  United  Slates,  imported  into 
France  in  American  vessels,  should  pay  a  discrimi- 
nating duly  of  twenty  fiancs  per  ton  of  merchandise, 
jDore  than  if  im[iorted  in  the  vessels  ol  France. 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  that  arii(!lts  the  growth, 
pioduce.  or  manufacture  of  France,  imported  into  the 
United  Slates  in  French  vessels,  should  pay  a  like 
disci  iminaling  duty  of  'hree  dolhirs  and  seventy-five 
cenls  per  Ion".  It  was  fiirlher  slipnlaled  Ihal  if  Ihe 
tioaty  should  he  conlinned  beyond  Ihe  tuo  years, 
these  discnminalin-  duties  should  be  gradually  re- 
du.'ed,  alter  that  term,  by  an  aliaiement  of  one-fburlh 
llie  amuiint  in  each  ye.ir'lhcre.iller.  The  treaty  hav- 
ing been  conlinned,  th.'se  lediictions  were  acconling 
ly   made,  iiiilil   the    wlude   duly   on   each   side   was 

The  same  treaty  forbids  any  discriminating  duty 
to  be  Ij'vied  on  the  expoils  of  Ihe  other  in  regard  to 
goods  imported  for  transit  or  re-exportation. 

II  is  aUo  provided  Unit  Ihe  vessels  of  Ihe  United 
.Slates  shall  |vay  in  tlie  port?  of  France,  for  light  mo- 
ney, lonnage,  and  port  ch  irges,  over  and  above  those 
laid  by  French  vessels,  five  francs  per  ton;  and  that 
French  vessels  in  the  United  Stales  shall,  in  like 
manner,  pay,  over  and  above  what  is  paid  by  Ameri- 
can vessels,  ninety-four  cents  per  ton. 

These  are  the  existing  treaty  arrangements  with 
this  iiaiion.  So  far  as  regards  discrimination  in  Ihe 
(iulies  on  cargo,  lliey  confine  each  paity  to  a  pcrinis- 
sion  lo  ship,  in  its.  own  vessels,  lo  tin:  ports  ol'  the 
other,  arlich-3  ihe  giowth,  produce,  or  iDannlacture 
ollhe  cotiiilry  from  which  Ihe  shipment  is  made. 

The  ilisciiuiination  slill  exists  on  tonnage.  And 
either  party  is  at  liberty  lo  impose  vvtiat  reslricliuns 
it  may  Ihink  proper,  even  to  absolute  exelii«ion,  on 
:>11  imporls  by  Ihe  oilier,  Irom  foreign  milions  or  on 
Ihe i'iuilu,:e  n/foreign  nutiims.  Jlilher  parly  may  dis- 
cnminaie  in  lavorof  foreign  nations  against  the  other: 
anil  as  our  own  govtrnmeiit  has  no  power  lo  lay  at  all 
export  duty,  this  treaty  so  far  gives  the  advantage  .to 
Frince  in  leaving  a  restiiction  upon  her  expoils  lo 
Ihe  United  Stales,  at  lierown  discretion.  France  has 
Inlly  availed  hersell  of  these  reservations  of  privilege 
in  the  variety  of  discriminations  with  which  her  larilf 
abounds. 


The  giivernment  of  the 'United  Slates,  from  an 
early  dale,  has  evinced  a  liberal  desire  to  enlarge  Ihe 
privilege"  of  foreign  trade.  In  the  year  1S15,  pre 
vions  lo  the  convention  of  London,  this  inclination 
was  embodied  in  the  act,  approved  on  Ihe  3d  of 
March  of  that  year,  which  proffered  a  release  of  dis- 
criminating duties  to  all  nations  which  should  reci- 
procate that  policy — Ihe  release  having  resjiect  to 
goods  the  produce  of  Ihe  country  from  which  they 
vveie  imported,  in  the  vessels  ol'the  country.  Oiher 
acts  of  Congress  of  the  same  character,  having  refer- 
ence to  particular  nations,  have  been  frequently  pass- 
ed since.  Under  these  acts,  variously  modified,  and 
the  treatie.s  to  which  we  have  alluded,  this  reciproci- 
ty has  been  established  in  onr  intercourse  with  nearly 
all  Ihe  commercial  states  with  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  trade. 

Thus  it  may  be  said  that  our  commerce  has  been 
proffered  to  the  world  upon  terms  dictated  by  the 
most  frieiidly  disposition,  and  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  gi\'e  the  utmost  scope  to  the  exjiansion  of  commer- 
cial adventure.  How  far  this  policy  has  been  reci- 
procated, and  what  has  been  the  success  of  the  ex- 
periment wliere  the  reciprocation  lias  been  most 
prompt  and  active,  are  questions  worthy  of  earnest 
reflection.  The  commitlee  have  made  this  reference 
to  the  distinctive  features  ot  our  reciprocity  tiealies, 
and  to  Ihe  legislation  which  has,  independent  of  trea- 
ty, placed  our  commerce  upon  a  reciprocal  footing, 
from  a  desire  to  present  more  intelligibly  some  con- 
siderations upon  this  policy  which  they  Ihink  if  iin- 
liorlant  to  submit.  In  adiiilion  to  the  treaty  with 
Colombia  heretofore  alluded  to,  they  have  omitted  to 
enumerate  the  treaties  with  Chili  and  Peru  Bolivia 
in  18.33  and  1830  respectively,  because  these  treaties, 
like  that  of  Colombia,  siipnlating  to  place  Ihe-com- 
merce  of  the  conlracling  parties  upon  the  basis  ol 
"the  most  favored  naiions,"  do  not  strictly  embrace 
the  reciprocity  principle  as  understood  in  modern 
diplomacy. 

Belbre  dismissing  this  branch  of  their  snbj"ct,  the 
committee  would  remark,  in  regard  to  the  colonial 
possessions  and  dependencies  of  the  principal  powers 
of  Europe,  that  an  examination  of  the  commercial 
re^ulalions  under  which  Ihey  are  placed  would  show 
Ihat.  uilh  few  exceptions,  they  are  maintained  under 
a  rigid  system  of  discriminations,  and  in  many  cases 
of  even  total  prohibilion  of  intercourse,  except  with 
Ihe  countries  lo  which  they  belong.  The  policy  of 
bri.iging  them  within  the  'scope  of  the  reciprocity 
system,  with  Ihe  exceptions  referred  to,  has  been 
constantly  denied;  and  in  the  generality  of  cases 
whatever  relaxalion  has  been  allowed  in  favor  of  par- 
ticular connlries,  Tias  been  so  sparingly  applied,  so 
much  encumbered  with  reservalions  and  conditions, 
and  made  so  dependant  upon  occasional  and  tempo- 
rary legislation,  as  to  .justily  llie  remark  that  the 
ancient  system  of  restriction  slill  exists  in  regard  to 
them,  notwithstanding  all  the  benefactions  wliich  are 
claimed  for  the  supposed  liberality  of  modem  com 
merce.  The  committee  abstain  from  presenting 
view  of  the  numerous  and  complicated  delaila  of 
these  regulations,  only  because  they  do  not  deem  it 
indispensable  to  their  siffvey  of  our  navigalion,  an  I 
would  therefore  avoid  the  risk  of  too  largely  increas 
ing  Ihe  volume  of  this  repiut. 

Having  presented  this  outline  of  the  most  piomi 
nent  conditions  upon  which  onr  commerce  anil  navi- 
gation are  maintained  in  their  relations  to  the  chiel 
maritime  slates  of  Europe  and  America,  we  propose 
to  inquire  into  the  effect  which  these  arrangements 
are  supposed  to  have  produced  upon  the  interests 
they  were  intended  to  promote. 

(  To  be  conlinned.) 
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SENATE. 

July  7.  Mr.  Preston  presented  a  memorial  from 
citi7,ens  of  South  Carolina  praying  that  the  United 
States  mail  may  be  transported  on  the  Charleston 
and  Columbia  rail  road. 

Mr.  .Irclicr  presented  from  the  commitlee  on  naval 
o(raii's"The  bill  to  reorganize  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  with  an  amendment. 

'i"he  resolution  oHercd  by  Mr.  Bitghy,  instituting  an 
inquiry  into  the  sums  of  money  paid  to  John  Ross  for 
removing  the  Cherokecs,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jimjnrd,  the  bill  to  erect  an  in- 
sane hospital  at  the  city  of  Washington  was  taken  up 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  hill  to  incorporate  the  "National  Institute  for 
the  promotion  of  Scionce"  was  taken  up,  debated 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  provide  further  remedial  justice  in  the 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  was  then  taken 
into  further  consideration. 

Mr.  ben-kn  rose  and  replied  to  the  arguments  urg- 
ed against  the  bill. 


Mr.  Conrad  and  Mr.  IVuUcer  followed.  The  ques- 
tion on  the  first  amendment  was  then  put,  and  it  was 
carried,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  by  yeas  17  nays  25. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

July  8.  Mr.  Phelps  moved  to  take  up  the  motion 
of  leave,  (which  was  laid  on  the  table  a  day  or  two 
ago),  to  introduce  two  bills  by  Ihe  senator  from  New- 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  IVoodbanj),  the  one  relating  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  and  the  other  regarding  the 
home  valuation. 

The  motion  led  to  considerable  debate.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Phelps,  the  motion  of  leave  was  again 
laid  the  table,  by  yeas  25,  nays  17. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Nationxl  Institute  fur 
the  promotion  of  science  was  read  a  third  time;  when 
Mr.  Buehanan  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  which  having  been  ordered,  the  vote  stood 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Cuth- 
berf,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Huntington, 
Linn,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter, 
Preston,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Spraguc,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  'Woodbridge,  Woodbury — 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  King,  McRoberts,  Sevier,  "White,  Wilcox, 
Wright,  Young— 12. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  insane  hospital  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  remedial  justice  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  having  been  read  a  third 
time,  on  the  question  "Shall  this  bill  pass."'  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  demanded;  when  a  protracted  debate 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Bagby,  Wright,  Culliherl, 
Calitoun  and  others  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Berrien  replied  to  the  arguments  of  each  se- 
nator opposed  -to  the  bill. 

The  question  having  been  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  hill,  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden, 
Dayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Sim- 
mons, Smith,  of  Ind.  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge — 27. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wilcox,  Wood- 
bury, Wright,  Young — 17. 

f)n  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  senate  went  into 
executive  session,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

July  9.  After  the  consideration  of  private  bills, 
the  senate  went  irito  executive  session,  and  after  the 
transaction  thereof,  adjourned. 

July  11.  The  ;n-esi(fen(  of  the  senate  laid  before 
that  body  a  communication  containing  the  resolu- 
tions passed  by  a  democratic  whig  meeting  at  the 
Broadway  house,  New  York,  on  the  5lh  July,  1842, 
approving  the  acts  of  the  majority  in  congress.  After 
discussion,  they  were  referred  to  the  committee  on 
printing. 

Mr.  Prcdon  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resohed,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  required,  if  it  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interest,  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  recent 
correspondence  between  the  republic  of  Mexico  and 
this  government  in  relation  to  Texas. 

Mr.  P.  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  published  in 
Ihe  Intelligencer  this  morning,  signed  J.  Maria  de 
Bocanegra,  purporting  to  have  been  addressed  by  him 
to  Mr.  Webster. 

This  led  to  a  somewhat  animated  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  .Ilten,  Sevier,  Walker  and  Preston  participat- 
ed; after  which  the  resolulion  was  adopted. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  hill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Indian  department  for  the  year  1842.  And 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  was  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  sesTion,  and 
remained  there  until  5  P.  M.,  and  then  adjourned. 

July  12.  The  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  western 
district  of  Pennsylvania  was  considered  and  passed. 
The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  late  general  Hull,  and  after  an 
animated  discussion  it  was  laid  on  the  tabic  for  the 
present. 

After  the  transaction  of  executive  business,  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

July  13.  After  the  transaction  of  private  bills 
the  senate,  went  into  exeealive  session  and  thereafter 
a-ljourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  July  7.     The  consideration  of  tlie  ta- 
riff bill  uns  resumed  on    motion   of  Mr.  Fillmnre,  in 
committee  of  the   wliole,  Mr.  Mclunnan,  of  Pa.,  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  John  T.  Mison,  of  Md.  addressed  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  fV.  C.  Johnson,  of  Md.  followed.  His  remarks 
had  much  reference  to  the  assumption  of  state  debts 
by  the  general  government. 

Mr.  Gamble,  of  Ga.  followed  and  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  M.  .i.  Cooptr  against  the  whigs. 

Mr.  Payne  next  addressed  the  committee,  and  the 
discussion  was  continued  farther  by  Messrs.  Everett, 
Jiicin,  Black  and  M.  Brown,  after  which  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  July  8.  Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  a  com- 
munication had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  in  relation  to  circulars  issued  to  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue,  and  as  the  question  presented 
was  clearly  one  of  a  legal  character,  he  proposed 
that  it  should  go  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
that  it  might  be  ascertained  whether  further  legisla- 
tion was  necessary  or  not. 

So,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  were  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  said  document,  and  it  w^as  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Stanly,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
on  leave  given,  reported  back  with  an  amendment 
the  bill  in  relation  to  the  reorganization  of  the  army, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendment,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  tariff  or  revenue 
bill  was  then  renewed  in  committee  of  the  whole 
house. 

Mr.  Gwin  arose  and  replied  to  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Kennedy,  and  advocated  the  doctrine  of  nonlegis- 
lation  in  reference  to  subjects  of  industry. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Va.  next  addressed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Brewster,  of  New  York,  rose,  for  the  purpose 
of  submitting  an  amendment  to  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  which  imposed  a  duty  of  25  cents  per  bushel 
on  wheat  by  adding  thereto  a  prffviso  that  drawbacks 
should  he  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  flour  maiiu- 
faclured  from  foreign  wheat,  under  such  directions 
as  the  secretary  Cjf  the  treasury  should  prescribe. 

With  a  view  to  make  the  propriety  and  justice  of 
this  amendment  fully  understood,  it  was  his  intention, 
he  said,  briefly  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house  the  situation  of  our  colonial  trade.  This  he 
should  do  with  the  more  confidence  in  the  statements 
"he  might  make,  as  he  was  himself  personally  interest- 
ed in  it.  And  what  he  would  say  would  nut  have  re- 
ference so  much  to  the  bill  under  consideration  as  to 
the  colonial  trade.  He  examined,  with  a  viev/  to 
controvert  as  erroneous,  certain  positions  assumed  in 
the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, (Mr.  Ken}iedy,  of  Md.)  on  the  same  subject, 
especially  with  reference  to  foreign  tonnage,  or  com- 
modities carried  by  foreign  tonnage,  as  between  this 
country  and  the  ijritish  colonies.  The  object  of  the 
remarks  was  to  show  tliat  it  was  a  duty  which  con- 
gress owed  to  the  milling  interest  along  the  frontier 
of  the  country  to  allow  tiiis  drawback  on  the  expor- 
tation of  flour  manufactured  from  foreign  wheat;  Ihat 
a  great  deal  of  benclit  woulJ  result  from  such  a  pro- 
vision, whilst  no  injury  could. 

Messrs.  J\Iorrls,  of  Ohio,  Davis,  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ly, of  North  Carolina,  Saunders,  (in  explanation),  and 
Stanly,  (in  rejoinder,)  ll'eller,  Malhiot  and  Gordon 
coutinued  the  debate. 

At  a  quarter  before  six,  Mr.  G.  having  concluded, 
the  floor  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Daniels,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina; and  the  debate  was  continued.  Mr.  D.  hav- 
ing concluded, 

Mr.  JSarlce,  of  New  Hampshire,  obtained  the  floor 
and'read  a  speech  from  a  manuscript  before  him. 

After  which  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

iSATUKDAY,  JuLY  9.  Mr.  (F.  C.  Jolmson,  of  Md. 
submitted,  in  refeience  to  the  assumption  of  the  state 
debts,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

pytiereas,  the  derangement  of  the  currency  and  the 
commerce  throughout  the  nation  have  seriously  af- 
lected  the  operations  of  the  general  government, 
embarrassed  in  some  degree  all,  and  in  an  eminent 
manner  a  large  majority  of  the  states,  and  in  their 
general  consequences  have  depressed  the  value  of 
property,  blighted  the  prospects,  trammelled  the  en- 
ergies, and  interrupted  the  business  relations  of  the 
whole  people,  of  every  pursuit  and  of  every  calling, 
in  all  tiie  states  of  the  union.  JInd  whereas,  these 
disastrous  consequences  have,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  iL-ulteJ  Irom  liie  general  legisl^ition  of  con- 
gress, winch  has  augiiiented  the  expeuditures  of  the 
government  beyond  the  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
and  yet  diminisned  the  revenues  by  lessening  the  du- 


ties on  foreign  fabrics— which  has  authorised  an  un- 
limited importation  of  foreign  articles,  either  free  of 
duly  or  only  charged  with  a  nominal  amount,  even 
from  nations  who  refuse  to  receive,  or  receive  only 
with  duties  so  high  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  prolii- 
bition,  the  products  of  our  farmers,  planters,  manu- 
facturers and  laborers — thereby  denying  not  only  to 
our  own  citizens  all  the  advantages  of  a  reciprocal 
trade  in  the  productions  of  their  fields,  their  mines 
and  their  workshops,  but,  by  leaving  a  vast  surpliu 
in  our  own  country,  reducing  the  value  of  our  pro- 
ducts, lessening  the  rate  of  wages  in  every  branch  of 
labor,  and  depreciating  all  kinds  of  property,  whiL 
at  the  same  time  this  want  of  recipcocity  in  trade 
and  fair  interchange  of  productions  has  caused  a 
continual  dram  of  specie  for  the  purchase  of  those 
necessary  articles  which  can  alone  be  obtained  from 
abroad,  besides  the  large  amount  required  for  in- 
terest on  an  existing  and  an  accumulating  foreign 
debt.  Jind  whereas,  the  states,  not  foreseeing  the  em- 
barrassments which  now  beset  them,  have,  with  a 
laudable  desire  to  advance  their  interest,  to  develop 
their  resources,  and,  by  multiplying  the  means  and 
facilities  of  intercommunication,  to  bring  into  active 
operation  and  value  much  of  their  otherwise  dor- 
mant wealth,  have  involved  their  credit  and  incurred 
heavy  debts  in  the  prosecution  of  works  which  are 
calculated  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  union,  and  not 
only  multiply  the  avenues  of  commerce,  but  aug- 
ment the  defences  against  foreign  aggression;  and 
yet  such  states  now  find  that  the  debts  contracted  in 
imes  of  prosperity,  when  capital  was  more  plenty 
nd  confidence  more  stable,  while  obligatory  upon 
tlieni  as  slates,  are  onerous  upon  the  people,  and 
must  bo  met  by  direct  taxation,  which  will  still  more 
depreciate  the  value  of  real  and  personal  property, 
and,  by  lessening  the  means  of  the  tax  payer,  will 
diminish  the  demand  for  the  products  of  our  own 
industry  as  well  as  the  importation  of  necessaries 
from  abroad,  so  long  as  those  debts  are  unliquidated 
and  the  people  are  taxed  for  their  redemption.  And 
whereas,  the  obligations  wliich  have  been  incurred, 
however  improvident  some  of  them  may  have  been, 
are  not  the  li*s  binding,  and  the  idea  of  legal  and 
honorable  debts  being  repudiated  must  be  repugnant 
to  every  people  who  have  been  schooled  to  moral 
and  Christian  duties,  and  wilh  a  foreknowledge  of 
their  responsibililios,  entrusted  to  their  agents  the 
powers  in  the  exercise  of  which  those  very  debts 
have  been  incurred,  and  embarrassing  as  may  be  th 


his  constituents  in  relation  to  the  late  exercise  of 
the  veto  power.  The  house  refused;  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  printin"-. 

The  consideration  of  the  tariff  or  revenue  bill  was 
resumed  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Vriggs  and  the  committee  was  successively  addressed 
by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  S.  C.  Lewis,  Bolls,  Mien,  (only 
39  members  present).  Dean,  of  Ohio,  Inin,  Clifford 
Slade,  Gentry,  Burnett,  Caldwell,  J.  C.  Edwanls  and' 
(r.  B.  Campbell,  after  which  the  committee  rose,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  July  13.  Mr.  Adams  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stales 
be  -requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
house,  so  lar  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  public 
interest,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  since 
the  appointment  of  the  present  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 
Mexico;  of  the  instructions  given  to  tbe  minister  at 
and  since  his  departure  upon  his  mission,  and  of  his 
despatches  to  the  government,  and  paiticularly  of 
any  complaint  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  allud- 
ing to  the  toleration  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  hostile  interference  by  their  citizens  in  the 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Texas,  and  of 
any  answer  on  the  part  of  this  government  to  such 
complaint. 

Also,  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  so- 
vernment  of  the  United  States  and  of  Texas,  since 
the  last  communication  iji"  the  president  to  congress 
relating  to  that  republic;  and  of  any  proclamation  of 
the  president  thereof  declaring  his  determination  to 
invade  the  Mexican  republic,  and  inviting  the  co-  ' 
operation  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  such 
intended  invasion;  and  the  president  is  requested  to 
inform  the  house  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
notice  has  been  taken  by  the  execulive  of  the  United 
States  of  the  said  proclamation  of  the  president  of 
Texas. 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  resolution  was  adopted; 
and  the  latter  paragraph  being  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Pickens  lies  over  tor  debate. 

Mr.  Fillmore  submitted  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
special  orpers  of  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  to 
those  days  of  next  week.     The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  submitted  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the   time  fixed  for  closing  the  de- 


discharge  of  their  liabilities,  any  and  every  inconve-'  ^^'■^  °"  "'^  revenue  bill  be  extended  from   this  day 

...  .  at   13  o'clock  until  Friday  at  13  o'clock,  unless  ail 

amendments  shall  sooner  be  disposed  of.  From  Tues- 
day until  Friday,  all  debate  upon  amendments  shall 
be  upon  the  following  limitations: — Any  member 
moving  an  amendment  may  give  a  brief  explanation 
not  exceeding  15  minutes,  and  any  one  member  may 
answer  such  explanation  not  exceeding  ten  minutes, 
when  the  vote  upon  such  amendment  shall  be  taken 
^vitllout  further  delay,  and  the  next  amendment  shall 
be  considered  in  like  manner  until  all  are  disposed 
of,  until  the  time  limited  for  closing  the  debate, 
when  if  not  disposed  of,  the  amendments  proposed 
shall  be  voted  upon  without  debate,  and  the  bill  re- 
ported to  the  house. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question  agreed  to. 

JMr.  /'i((Hioi-e  then  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
coniiiuttce  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  un'ifin. — 
The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Thompsun,  of  Mississippi,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  the  doctrine  of  free  trade. 

Mr.  Gary,  of  Virginia,  followed  off  the  same  side, 
until  the  hour  arrived  for  the  termination,  (by  pre- 
vious resolution),  of  further  debate. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  vote' upon  the 
various  awiendments  which  might  be  offered,  of  which 
many  were  offered  and  acted  upon,  until  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  l.S.  Mr.  Adams  moved  to  take 
up  the  second  resolution  or  second  paragraph  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  him  yesterday  in  relation  to 
Mexican  and  Texan  negotiations. 

Mr.  Pickcnsaaid  that  if  no  member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  foreign  affairs  objected  he  would  withdraw  his 
objection. 

Mr.  Cashing  objected  and  moved  that  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  coainiiltee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  indignation  at  the  suppression 
of  information  intended  by  the  motion  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  house  by  a  vote  of  99  to  74,  went  into  com- 
mittee of  the  wliole  and  rssumed  the  consideration  of 
bill,  (Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.  in 
I  the  chair,)  and  after  considering  the  various  amend- 
ments proposed  and  rejecting  the  most  of  thein,  rose 
!  and  reported  progress. 


nieiice  ought  rather  to  be  endured  than  that  a  na- 
tion's or  a  state's  honor  should  be  tarnished;  sine 
while  providential  calamities  may  for  a  time  afllict 
people,  and  sweep  away  millions  of  her  wealth,  well 
directed  industry  will  eventually  restore  prosperity, 
but  a  stain  upon  a  state's  or  a  nation's  honor  will  at- 
tach to  every  individual  belonging  to  such  state  oi 
nation,  and  history  make  the  deep  disgrace  immortal 
And  whereas,  the  present  calamitous  condition  of  af- 
fairs has  been  brought  upon  the  nation,  the  stales 
and  the  people,  by  the  joint  action  of  law  makers  in 
the  national  or  stale  councils,  composed  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  of  both  of  the  political  parties  of  the 
,  and  affect  equally  in  the  general  result  per- 
sons of  all  parties:  tlierefore,  a  sense  of  common  In- 
st, of  common  duty,  directed  by  an  intelligent 
patriotism,  demands  that  those  who  possess  the  power 
and  the  means  should,  with  as  little  delay  as  practi- 
cable, adopt  such  measures  as,  with  the  least  ineon- 
enience  to  the  people,  while  based  on  principles  of 
sound  policy  and  liberal  equity,  will  restore  public 
nd  private  confidence;  and  will  maintain  the  credit 
of  the  people  of  these  states  and  of  this  union  in  its 
wonted  high  character  and  standing:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of members 

be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  the  em- 
barrassment of  the  government,  the  states,  and  the 
people,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  such  mea- 
sures of  speedy  and  permanent  relief  as  they  may 
deem  salutary,  expedient,  and  required  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  country. 

IVlr.  Johnson  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Indiana,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken resulted  as  follows:  yeas  7,  nays  133. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and  the  resolution 
was  not  received. 

The  consideration  of  the  revenue  or  tariff  bill  was 
then  resumed  in  committee  and 

Mr.  Summers,  of  Va.  continued  the  discussion. 

Mr.  S.  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Virginia, 
Stuart,  of  Illinois^  Reynolds,  Underwood,  Wallace,  Bce-i  j|jg  tarifl' o'r  reve 
soil,  Govde,  of  Ohio,  Hastings,  Randall,  of  Maine,  and  ' 
Read.     And  then  the  comaiitlee  rose  and 

The  house  adjourned. 


JNloNDAv,  July  U.  Mr.  McKennan,  of  Penn.  mov-j  Mr.  Adams  then  renewed  the  question  on  the  reso- 
ed  a  suspension  of  the  rules  of  the  house  for  the  pur-  lution  he  had  proposed,  and  on  its  beingtaken,  it  was 
pose  of  having  considered  the  proceedings  of  some  of  adopted,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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C  II  U  O  N  I C  L  E. 


Agriculture.  Atu  meelinz  of  ihf  Rnyal  Agricultu- 
ral s.icie'y  I'l  Enaland  on  ilie  13ili  of  Meiv— On  mouon 
of  ihe  duke  of  Richinond.  seconded  by  Eirl  Spencer, 
Proiessor  Liebig  of  the  Uiiivrsiiy  of  Gies'^en  in  llie 
grand  Duchy  of  Hesse  Darmsiadt,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Cohiian,  commissioner  for  the  asrricuitural  survey  of 
Massachusetip,  the  former  one  of  the  most  ui-tijiiruished 
and  accomplished  chemists  of  Europe,  and  the  latter 
one  of  the  host  practical  wri  efs  on  agricultural  subjects 
in  tlie  United  Stales  of  America,  were  unanimously 
elected  honorary  members  of  the  socieiy. 

AiaEKicAN  MANUFACTORIES.  We  Understand  that  at 
the  annual  muetina  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Coeheco 
Manulacturing  company,  lield  in  this  tovyn  on  the  30th 
lilt,  it  Mas  voted  to  suspend  the  operations  of  the  eslab- 
Iishment  emirely  on  the  1st  of  Ociober  unless  the  action 
of  congress  in  the  meanliine  should  be  such  as  to  pro- 
mise a  revival  of  business.  [Douer  Enq. 

Ashes.  Receipts  at  N.  York,  by  the  N.  York  canals 
from  the  openint;  of  navigation  to  the  9ih  .lulv,  20,8til 
hhls.  Stock  on  the  9:h,  4.674  bbls.  Pot.  9SS.  Pearl, 
640,  uninspected.     Prices— Pljt  6  1-4,  Pearl  5^. 

Bank  items.  Tennessee  banlis.  The  Nashville  Whig 
of  the  30ili  ult.  annotiiiccs  that  the  banks  of  the  state 
will  resume  specie  specie  payments  on  the  1st  Augu.st, 
instead  of  the  1st  July,  as  before  promised. 

Average  ainount  of  promissory  notes  in  circulation  in 
Ihe  United  Kintrdom  and  of  the  average  ammint  of  bul 
lion  in  the  Biiiik  of  England,  during  the  tour  weeks 
ending  the  2jth«f  M.iy,  1842:  England— B  ink  of  Eng- 
land, £17.891  Oi)9;  private  banks,  X5  365,654;  juiiiistork 
banks,  X'3, 101.510.  Soo-land— chartered  private  and 
joint  St  ok  hanks,  £2  905  383.  Ireland— Bank  of  Ire- 
land, £3  093  900;  privaie  and  joint  slock  banks, 
£1963  152:  total  £31,366,629.  Bullion  in  the  Bank  of 
England.  £7,383  000. 

The  Bank  "I  Missouri  on  Ihe  23d  tilt,  resolved  that 
it  would  hereafter  receive  and  pay  out  nothing  bul  spe- 
cie and  its  own  notes. 

The  Shawneetown  (HI.)  bank  has  not  j'et  resumed 
specie  paytiienis. 

The  Evansville  and  Bedford  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
Indiana  refuse  to  redeem  with  spciie  iheir  own  notes,  if 
they  belong  to  persons  re^idlng  out  of  the  slate. 

'I'he  Miner.-i'  bank  at  Dnhuqiie,  Iowa  territoiy 
resume  specie  payments  on  the  Ist  inst 

Slahment  of  tJie  N -Orleans  bajtk 
cf  currency  on  ihe  25di  ult. 


Made  to  the  board 


Cash  llahiUUes.  Oifh  assets. 
459,374  25    C36.061  64 
2UI),r.90  59      94,-^27  75 
107  6:iS  09      21  356  45 
1  316.9.13  41    7il4  277  30 
1,011,1.55  25    603  302  83 
4 15,2 HI  95    304  46  3  68 
753  41-2  90    3(16  137  46 
803  520  38    657  066  03 
325  777  73    350  723  57 
1,298,872  31  1.206  403  34 
S6  817  721   92 
4,949,646  67 
1,025.847  SO 


Bank  of  Louisiana 
Canal  and  Banking  company 
Carrolhon  R.  R.  &.  Bank'g  Co 
Ciiizen.s'  hank 
City  bank 
Commercial  bank 
CotisoliLlated  as.-=ociation 
Louisiana  Slate  bank 
Mechanics'  &  Traders'  bank 
Union  bank 

Total  of  cash  liabilities 
do.         cash  assets 
do.         specie 

The  N.  Orleans  banks  wli'cb  by  the  list  account 
rontinned  to  pay  specie,  are  the  Union,  the  Mechanics 
and  'I'rnders',  the  Bank  of  Louisiana,  and  the  Gas  bank. 
Thsy  however  have  but  few  bills  in  circulation. 

The  monetary  condition  of  the  ri;y  is  deplorable  be- 
yond description.  Some  notion  of  it  may  he  formed  by 
the  following  notes  from  ihe  Advertiser  of  .Iiine  30. 

City  bank  20  to  25  per  leni,  discount;  Slate  20  to  25 
do.  do,;  CarrollKio  25  to  30  do  do,;  Canal  30  to  35  Jo 
do  ;  Commercitd  30  to  33  do  do.;  Consolidated  30  to  35 
do.  do.;  Citizens'  35  to  40  do.  do.;  1st  Muiiicipahiy  12 
to  15  do  do.;  2d  do.  12  lo  IS  do.  do.;  3d  do.  62i  do.  do. 

A  note  drawn  in  the   name  ol  the  Gas  bank  ot  Nt 
Orleans,  and  signed  by  its  ilien   president,  Thomas  Ba 
reit.  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  ilie    United  Slaie.s.  payal 
to  Mr.   Jauijon,  and  nnw  overdue,  was  sold  by  auciii 
the2y;h  insl.  ai  the  St.  Louis  E.xchanore.  bv  the  sheriff 
of  the  district  court.    Its  amount  was  iSOSO, 000.     It  wa; 
setup  aiSoO,  and  the    bidding  went  on  till  it  wasfinall; 
knocked  do«n  for  S7070. 

The  Bank  of  Virginia  sent  deputations  to  n  cmiven 
tion  which  as.-emhled  at  Richmond  on  tlic  11  ih  inst.  a 
Avliich  we  understand  it  was  resolved  iliai  they  would 
risumc  .specie  paymenis  on  the  15, h  September  next, 
"The  Farmers'  bonk  of  Virginia,  divided  two,  and  ihr 
Exchange  bonk  of  Virginia,  three  and  a  half  per  cent, 
for  the  last  six  months. 

The  Bank  of  America  has  been  designated  by  the  so- 
creiarv  of  the  iitasury  as  a  depository  of  the  revenue,  in 
New  York. 

Bbokeks.  The  Charleston  Mercury  says;  The  coun- 
cils ill  ilteir  wisdom  have  just  iiiuleriaken  to  remedy  this 
Slate  of  things  by  banishing  the  Brokers— on  ll 
philosophic  principle  that  one  should  go  about  lo  cool  the 
weather  by  hreakina  all  the  thernionulers.  They  have 
ini;iosi,d  a- tax  amoiinting  to  prohiblhon  on  the  brokers. 
The  same  thing  has  been  done  in  St.  L  luis.  The  same 
tiling  has  been  done  in  Maryland.  The  same  thing  was 
once  bv  the  inadverieiicu  ..f  our  legislature,  done  in  S, 
Carolina,  and  irieaeh  and  evei)tcase  the  banks  were  at 

the  horiom  of  It.'  One  ria-on  f  ,r  the  hostility  of  I k- 

i.i  biokiis,  IS  ihni  ihe  laiier  act  us  a  check  upmi  their 
mohopcly  of  cxelm:.gi!.  Another  is  that  brokers  are  ii 
check  upon  IrreJeemuhlo  paper  currency,  by  suhjecting 
i:  coniinually  to  the  test  of  the  true  standard  of  viiiue," 


I      Bankrupt  APrLicATioxs-  The  number  of  persons  w-ho 

I  have  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law  in  Con- 

I  necticut  is  855.     In  Illinois,  756. 

Bec^uests.  The  late  John  Hopkins,  esq.  of  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.  bequeathed  S7,0J0  to  henevohnt  societies,  as 

I  follows;  to  the  home  missionary  socieiy,  $3,000;  to  the 
American  board  of  commissioners  for  foreign  missions, 
S2,000;  to  the  American  Bible  society,  Sl,500;  to  the 
American  tract  society,  S500. 

Crops.  There  has  seldom,  if  ever,  a  larger  or  finfir 
crop  of  wheat  been  harvested  in  this  country  than  the 
one  just  cut  or  now  being  cut.  Throughout  the  country, 
from  everv  wheat  growing  section,  we  had  accounts  of 
most  promising  app-arance,  and  we  have  now  accounts 
that  those  promises  have  been  realized,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  district  of  country  lying  along  the  Chesa- 
peake Bav  from  the  Patapsco  to  its  mouth,  embracing 
the  Eastern  Shore,  and  some  miles  upon  the  Western 
shore.  Wiihiti  this  region  the  fairest  prospects  which 
,hey  have  hatl  for  a  crop  for  many  years,  was  blii^hied 
by  the  rains  which  fell  from  the  lOih  tolhe24'h  of  June, 
deluging  the  land  and  inducing  the  disease  called  the 
rust  to  sweep  w  hole  fields.  The  product  of  ihe  section, 
towhichwe  allude  will  probably  fall  below  half  an  aver 
age  crop.  All  the  rest  of  the  wheat  legion  will  yield 
la>gply  over  an  average  crop;  \vc  shall  therefore  have  not 
ilv  abundance  flir  ourselves,  but  a  very  large  surplus, 
iiich  if  we  could  but  find  a  market  for,  would  go  far  to- 
wards relievins  the  farmers. 

Cotton.  The  intelligence  of  a  decline  of  prices 
brought  by  the  Caledonia,  has  had  the  eflectof  depiess- 
ing  prices  Jet.  in  the  New  York  market. 

The  Jamaica  Despatch,  of  dieSih  March,  contains  an 
advcriisement  of  cotton  for  sale,  raised  on  ihat  Island — 
quality  stated  to  be  superior,  and  the  return  from  the 
land  ample. 

Canal  steamboats.  Capt  R.  F.  Stockton  of  the  na- 
vy, is  building  at  New  York,  four  iron  steamboats,  in- 
tended to  ply  belween  thatcily  inul  Philadelphia  bv  way 
of  the  Delaware  and  Raman  canal.  Two  of  them,  the 
Black  Diamond  and  Vulcan,  are  already  completed. 
They  are  fitted  up  w'ith  Erickson's  propellers,  and  are 
said  to  work  eiceedingly  well.  The  Philadelphia  Jonr- 
nal  says:  "Their  capacity  is  equal  to  two  hundred  and 
thirty  ions  of  coal.  In  the  Rariiaii  river  the  speed  of 
ihose  boats  was  nearlv  ten  miles  per  horn.  In  ihe  canal 
six  miles  ihe  hour.  We  consider  that  The  acme  of  ca- 
nal navigation  has  now  been  reached  by  the  perform- 
ance of  these  boats." 

Capi.  Stockton  is  superintending  at  the  navy  yard  in 
Pliiladelphia,  the  building  of  a  fiigate  that  is  to  be  pro- 
pelled in  the  same  way. 

The  Philadelphia  Evenine:  Journal,  says:  "One  of  the 
iron  steamers  left  f  .r  New  York  yesterday  via  the  Rari- 
lan  canal,  with  200  tons  coal  on  board.  She  drew  but 
{i\e  feet  of  water.'' 

Coal  miners.  The  operatives  of  the  mines,  near 
P"t:sville,  Pa.,  on  the  lOih  inst.  to  the  number  of  about 
1600  turned  out  for  higher  watres,  and  threatened 
ed  those  that  would  have  remained  at  work.  The  vol- 
unteer companies  of  Poitsville,  Minersville  and  Orvvitts- 
burg,  promptly  assembled  at  the  summons  of  iho  chief 
Burl'ess.  The  miners  took  p 'sses-ion  of  a  hill  and 
talkcti  of  fortifying,  but  at  the  last  dales  they  had  dis- 
persed. 

Coal  trade  ay  Pictou.  The  number  of  vessels  en- 
tered at  the  port  of  Piclou  lo  May  22,  ihc  present  year, 
was  110;  last  year  to  the  same  date,  77;  in  1840,  lo  the 
same  date,  4S.  ^ 

Prof.  Courtney,  formerly  of  West  Point,  has  been 
appointed  Professor  of  Malhemaiics  at  the  University, 
Virginia. 

Death  of  Gov.  Veazey.  The  death  of  the  honorable 
Thomas  W.  Veazey,  f  irinerly  governor  of  Maryland,  ot 
his  residence  in  Cecil  county,  on  ihe  Isi  inst.  is  an  event 
that  ni:iy  well  call  forth  a  general  expression  of  regret. 
After  filling  v;irious  public  slations  in  the  stt-te  with  ho- 
nor an'i  usefolness.  Gov.  Veazey  was  elected  to  the  gu- 
lii  riiaional  office  in  1838  It  was  jlurinsr  his  term  of 
service  in  183S,  Ihat  the  revolutionary  attempt  was  made 
by  a  parly  in  Maryland  to  overthrow  the  e.xisiing  gov 
ernment  through  llie  coiittimaeious  conduct  of  the  nine 
teen  recusant  electors.  The  firm  and  decided  course  of 
Gov.  Veazey  on  that  occasion,  sustained  by  the  good 
sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  savetl  the  cominon- 
weahli  from  dangerous  commotions  and  vindicated  the 
majesty  of  the  laws. 

For  this,  even  if  his  life  exhibilod  no  other  service,  the 
grateful  ucknowledgemenis  of  his  fellow-citizens  would 
be  due  in  the  form  ot  rcspecifiil  veneration  now,  as  be- 
fore hi,^  death  they  were  rendered  in  the  sincere  ofler- 
ingt  of  regard  and  high  csieein.  But  in  every  public 
siaii.io  to  wliic-h  he  was  called.  Gov.  Veazey  fulfilled  Ins 
rluties  Well,  and  repaid  tiilly  the  confidence  reposfd  in 
him  His  death,  occurring  m  his  si.siy-ninih  year,  clos- 
ed'a  useful  and  an  hoiuir  ibic  life;  and  in  the  example 
which  he  has  left  of  sieacly  dcvoiioi,  lo  duty  ilic  besi 
compensHlioii  is  lo  be  I'ound  for  die  loss  ol  his  living 
worth.  [Americuti. 

Earthquake.  On  the  25ih  of  June  a  smart  shock 
was  tell  at  the  i.slaiul  of  St.  Christopher.  The  inlmhi 
oinis,  greatly  al.irincd,  ran  out  of  their  houses  and  dowi 
to  the  sea  shore;  but  no  lives  were  lost,  nor  was  any  da 
miigo  done  to  ilie  housea.  A  stone  wall  was.  thrown 
down. 


Election.  Loiisiana.  The  first  election  of  represen- 
tatives to  ihe2Sih  congress,  under  the  new  census,  and 
whose  term  of  service  commences  on  the4ili  of  March, 
1813.  commenced  in  Louisiana  on  the  4Lh  inst.  In  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  the  election  terminates  in  one  day, 
in  ihe  rest  of  the  slate  the  polls  are  held  open  tliree  day.s. 
We  have  received  returns  of  the  city  election, —  which 
terminated  in  a  signal  iriumphof  t!:e  whig  party— every 
candidate  on  iheir  ticket  havmg  been  elected. 

The  vote  for  governor  stood,  for  H.  Johnson  (whig) 
1,22,1;  A.  Mouton  (V.  B  )  977— whig  majoritv  251. 

For  con^rte.M— E.  D.  Wiiite  (whig)  1,200— Miles  Tay- 
lor (V.  B.) (withdrawn.) 

i-br.^cHult— N.  Hoa  (whig)  1,206— J.  R.  Grymes  (V. 
C).9I7. 

For  the  house— wWkj  ticket— W.  C.C.Cl.tiborne.  1.197; 
G.  Miissnn,  1,111;  J.  P  Benjamin.  1  20^;  S.  D.  Mc- 
Neil. 1.181;  A.  Delassus,  1,124;  G.  K.  Rogers,  1,185;  R. 
N.  Ogden,  1,164;  A.  Ledoux,  1,136;  R.  Hunt,  1,067,  J. 
Culbertsnn.'  1,185. 

Van  Buren  iickei— H.  D.  Peire.  1.025:  S.  Barton, 896; 
W.  Stone.  759;  C  F.  Daiinov,  913;  J  Slidell,  967;  B. 
Marignv,  9:i3;  D.  Aiigiisim.  962;  J,  S.  McFarlane,  728; 
J.  L.  Lewis,  1,031;  J.  B.D.Voisin,  966. 

The  New  Orleans  Becofthe5ih  insianl,  says:  "iN'cver 
have  w'e  laken  up  our  pen  with  siicli  emohoiis  of  thanks- 
giving and  joy  as  we  now  do  to  record  the  complete,  tho- 
rough, and  overwhelming  victory  of  the  w-hi'^  party  upon 
the  glorious  anniversary  of  our  national  independence. 
Untler  circumstances  of  ihe  most  discouraging,  we  have 
elected  our  entire  lesislaiive  ticket — one  senator  and  ten 
rcpresenlativeslll  The  wliigs  of  New-  Orleans  have 
stopped  the  ball  of  revolution  that  has  ovei whelmed 
other  cities  and  states,  and  now  set  it  agoing  atVesh  for 
Henry  Clav-!  a  national  currency!  and  a  larifi"!!!  " 

Flour.  The  inspections  at  Baltimore  last  week  con- 
sisted of  3,251  bbls.  and  124  half  bbs.  Prices  S5,87ia 
S6,C0,     The  Slock  very  low. 

At  Citiciiinali,  on  the  2J  inst.  flour  is  quited  a!  S3,75,i 
S4,00.  During  ihe  momli  of  June  there  arrived  at  Cleve- 
land, from  tfxe  interior  of  Ojiio,  bv  way  of  the  canal, 
21I.92S  bushels  of  wheal,  and  70,242  barrels  of  flour. 
The  number  of  vessels  that  arrived  at  the  port  of  Cleve- 
land in  the  same  month  was  200,  and  the  number  clear*- 
ed  207. 

Mitchell,  the  forger  was  arrested  on  the  4ih  instant 
at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  by  Mr.  Coulson.  of  the  Albany  po- 
lice, who  took  him  back  lo  New  York,  to  awan  furitier 
proceedings  iii  his  case.  He  bad  given  bail  for  his  ap- 
pearance, and  then  dodged. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  frigate  Brandt/wine,  Copi.  Geisin- 
cer,  orrixrd  at  Hampton  Roads  on  the  12ih  inst.  in  41 
da)s  from  Gibraltar. 

The  new  friitaie  Congress.  Capt.  Vonrhees,  will  proba- 
bly sail  from  Porismouih,  N.  H.  on  Monday  next  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

Packet  SHIPS.  The  Patrick  Henry,  for  Liverpool,  the 
Arg.-J,  fa-  Havre,  and  the  British  ship  Envoy,  all  sailed 
fioiii  New  York  on  the  9th  inst. 

The  Argo  carries  out  Mr.  Christopher  Iluahes,  charge 
d'afniites  to  ibe  Hague  atid  daughicr:  :\lrs.  De  Roenne, 
the  wife  of  the  Piussian  minister  and  family,  and  over  a 
dozen  other  passengers. 

Stocks  continue  exceedingly  depressed.  Mariland 
6's   havehten  sold  at  40^;  Illinois  bonds  J9;  Indiana 

Stea.mers.  The  Acadia  was  to  leave  Liverpool  for 
Boston  on  the  5;h  inst.  The  British  Queen,  Antwerp, 
7-li  inst.  and  Soinhaiiiph.n  lOili,  for  New  York.  The 
Gieat  Weslcrn,  Brislol,  16th,  lor  New  York. 

Steam  Coat  Disaster.  The  steam  bunt  Edna  hav. 
in2  on  board  a  number  of  German  emigrants  who  land- 
ed from  the  Caledonia  a  few  da)s  before,  bound  up  the 
Missonri,  collapsed  her  flues  nearthe  mou  h  of  the  liver 
otr  the  morning  of  the  8ih  instant.  Sixty-three  persons 
were  wounded, of  which  number  very  many  cannot  siir 
Vive. 

AnofJter.  The  steamer  Shamrock,  a  high  pressure 
boat,  left  Montreal  on  ihe  8:h  insl.  with  a  Inmdted  and 
tuenly  passengers,  Irish,  Scotch,  bul  inincipally  Eng. 
lish  e'nigranis,  many  ol'  them  in  good  circumstances, 
seeking  new  homes.  Within  five  miles  of  Lachine  the 
boiler  exi'loded,  and  the  boat  immediately  su:dt.  The 
stcaini  r  Doiplim,  half  a  mile  aslern  of  her,  on  reaching 
the  spot  found  ihose  llini  still  survived,  floa'ing  upon  the 
fragments  of  ihe  wreck,  or  holding  on  to  the  s'des  of 
two  liar-es  the  Shamrock  hod  hadln  tow.  Sixty  were 
picked  up  of  which  ai  least  half  ore  more  or  less  injured 
hy  ihe  explosion — many  of  them  cannot  survive.  Up- 
wards ol  sixty  niuit  lia\e  perished!! 

Survey.  Tlie  British  government  Inve  ordereil  lie 
sietim  ship  Avon,  rtipiain  W.  F.  W.  Owen,  lo  ihe  Bay 
ol^  Funny,  liir  the  purpose  of  making  a  thorough  survey 
ol"  its  coasts,  harbors,  (Stc. 

Tobacco.  Fair  sales  of  lite  heller  qualities,  Maryland 
were  made  ai  former  quotuiions  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Otilcdonia.  Inlormaiion  by  her  depressed  prices.  Iiife- 
lior  qualilies  iMid  lUclmed  before  lior  arriva'.  Interior 
and  eomnion  is  now  qiioleil  at  $2  60a3  50;  middlirgs  lo 
>1|  BUa6  01);  good  iti  .50,i8  00;  fine  88  00al2  00.  The 
liner  qualiiiis  of  Ohio  have  been  in  demand  during  the 
weik— inferior  in  no  demand. 

The  inspeciions  of  Inst  week  ot  Bollimore,  consistpd 
of  459  liogshcads  ftlaiyland  and   56J  Ohio— totol  1,021. 

WiiE,vi'.  The  qiioiiiycf  he  new  grain  as  yet  brought 
lo  maikui,  is  very  good.  Ai  Cincinnali  mind's  contract 
caniiourlv  at  I?  cents  a  bushel. 
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Co-GRESSIOVAL  TR 'CEEDI.VGS. 


Th 


CO-VOKE-irf.  The  iieA-  tanli'  hill,  wliinh  posted 
the  hoiiie  of  reprpseiitalives  on  Saturday  last,  and 
which  in  the  Senate  was  on  .VIond.iy  referred  to  the 
comniitteeon  finance,  was  on  Thursday  reported  back 
from  that  committee,  with  certain  a  nendments  pro- 
posed tliereto.  It  is  maJe  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  .Monday  next. 


POUTIIfSN'     \l?Tiri,KS. 


MEXICO. 

Release  of  all  tme  Sknta  Fe  Prisoners.  The 
sclir.  Laura  Virginia,  in  7  days  from  Tampico,  brings 
to  the  editors  of  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin  dates  from 
the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  ISth  nit. 

The  most  interesting  items  of  news  is  that  of  the 
release  from  imprisonment  of  all  the  prisoners  taken 
in  the  unfortunate  Santa  Fe  expedition.  General 
S.mla  Anna  celebr.ited  his  birth  day  by  this  act  of 
grace.  A  letter  from  tlie  American  minister  states 
that  they  will  all  be  scnl  home  m  the  first  Ameri-an 
vessel  of  war  ttiat  touches  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  pri- 
soners were  released  on  condition  if  taken  again  in 
ar.iis  a;aiiist  .Mexico  Ihej  shall  suffer  ilejth. 

The  speech  of  Santa  Anna,  at  the  opening  of  the 
congress,  represents  the  country  as  recovering  from 
Its  late  embarrassments.  The  same  b  >id  language,  is 
used  towards  'I'exas  as  funnel  ly,  but  the  release  of 
the  Santa  Fe  prisoners  is  considered  as  an  indica- 
tion that  all  hope  of  the  re-conquest  of  Texas  is  abaii- 
do.ied.  The  prisoners  at  Xalapj  were  to  be  released 
on  the  solemnization  of  his  hirih  day  the  18th  June. 
AtPerole,  47  were  released  on  the  lilh,  3  remained 
sick  in  the  liuspital.  At  Mexico,  IIU  were  released 
on  the  13lh,  9  remained  in  hospital.  | 

The  J\ew  Orleans  Courier  gives  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  Santa  Aniiu's  speech,  delivered  on  June 
10,  1842.  I 

•■111  America,  particularly,  the  masses  (of  the  peo- 
ple) have  received  an  impulse  that  it  may  be  pri.per , 
and  po.ssibltf  to  guide,  but  impossible  to  clierk,  be- 
.  cause  its  tendency  is  to  create  and  improve.  The 
institutions  of  lSi4  had  placed  the  nation  in  an  ex- | 
treme  to  that  from  which  itwas  ■Jriveii  in  1836.  The 
seductive  example  of  felicity,  up  to  that  ti.ne  always 

■  on  the  increase  in  the  United  Slates  of  America,  led  \ 
us  to  the  cuniproiiiisiiig  ailuplion  of  a  system  of  go- ; 

■  Verniiient,  that  suued  only  that  singular  people.  ! 
Trauscendcntai  as  ivas  the  error,  we  i.aagiiied  that; 
the  United  States  owed  their  prosperity  to  their  m- 
slilutiuns,  and  not  to  the  characler  of  their  people. 

■  *  We  im  igined,  that  by  wrilitig  down  for  nursehes 
the  same  laws,  and  b^  aihipting  the  same  Ibrms,  we 
could  etfectuaie  a  complete  revolution  in  the  habits 
and  customs  and  national  spirit  of  the  Mexicans. 
Deliility  and  di.-union   were  'the    c  .nsequences,  be- 

. cause  the  action  of  the  government  every  where 
proved  a  nullity.  Events  have  plainly  indicated  thv 
risks  the  country  ran,  and  showed  that  us  indepen- 
dence and  existence  as  a  ualioii  was  threatened.  A 
colossus  has  set  one  foot  on  I'exas  nor  can  its  ad- 
vance be  ctiecked  but  by  an  energetic  government, 
one  and  indivisible. 

'•The  Mexican  republic  has  proudly  raised  itself 
from  Its  late  |iroslrale  position.     The  slrcnglh    and 

' numbers  ol  the  army  luve  been  trebled,  and  the  co- 

'  i</rs  ul  the  iialiuri  arc  about  to  be  unlnrled  on  boaru 
of  its  ships  ot  war.  ilefor.i.s  and  iuiprovemi-iits  hav. 

-keen  a.ioplcd  in  our  revenue  system,  and  care  ha'.- 
been  taken  to  make  the  Mexican  peopie  sharers  in  the 
progress  that  distinguishes  the  a^. 


"The  most  frank  and  cordial  relations  have  been 
sustained  with  Ihe  powers  friendly  to  Mexico. — 
Should  it  appear  thai  any  nation  has  invaded  our 
rights,  or  practically  violated  that  good  faith  of  which 
we  have  set  an  example,  it  will  be  fiund  that  my 
govei-nment  has  ai^ted  with  a  dignity  becoming  the 
country  over  which  it  presides. 

"My  attention  has  been  principally  fixed  on  the 
territory  of  Texas,  which  has  been  usurped  hut  as  a 
preliyiinory  to  further  usiirpaticms.  The  struggle 
now  going  on  must  be  a  vital  one  for  ihe  Mexican 
republic,  and  if  we  wish  to  preserve  an  honorable 
name  among  civilized  nations,  it  is  necessary  that  we 
should  employ  all  our  energies  and  resources  in  com- 
bating without  ceasing,  and  at  any  sacrifice  and  at 
all  hazards,  until  our  arms  and  our  pretensions  shall 
triumph  " 

TEXAS. 
President  Houston's  Message.  The  steam 
boat  New  York,  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  8;h 
briniring  Galveston  papers  to  the  2d  instant.  The 
New  Orleans  Bee  savs:  "The  Civilian  contains  Pre- 
sident Hoiislnn's  mes'sa'ic,  delivered  at  Ihe  extra  ses- 
sion of  congress.  It  is  an  interesting  document.  Al- 
ter giving  a.  sketch  of  the  events  which  transpired 
immedialelv  after  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Texas  by  Mexico,  the  president  says: — if  it  be  with- 
in the  power  of  the  nation,  it  i«  indispensable  that 
pr  .lection  be  given  to  Ihe  frontier.  With  regard  to 
hostililies  against  Mexico,  congress  must  decide  the 
question  before  the  SOth  of  July,  as  between  that 
time  and  the  23;h.  the  general  rendezvous  of  emi- 
,  grants  on  Ihe  fr'Uitier  takes  place. 
;  The  naval  force  of  the  republic  is  prepared  for  ac- 
tive and  efficient  service.  The  president  urges  the  at- 
tention  of  congress  to  the  preservation  of  this  great 
arm  of  national  defence. 
(  The  finances  of  Texas  are  in  a  deplorable  condition 
and  can  only  be  bettered  by  energetic  measurcs.^- 
The  president  recommends  a  renewal  of  the  direct 
tax,  and  the  hypothecation  of  a  portion  of  the  Chero- 
kee onunlrv,  as  a  guarantee  for  the  ultimate  absorp- 
tion and  redempticn  of  exclieqiier  hills— a  measure 
which  was  negatived  at  the  late  session. 

Congress  is  appealed  to.  to  devise  some  plan  for  the 
regular  transportation  of  the  mails,  which  have  been 
and  continue  to  be  lamentably  irregular  and  infre- 
quent. 

The  message  closes  with  earnest  iiijiincti-ins  upon 
congress  to  act  wisely,  promptly  and  efficienctly  in  the 
crisis. 

A  battalion  of  volunteers  from  the  United  Slates, 
left  this  citv  for  Corpus  Christi,  on  Thursday,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Clements.  There 
were  five  companies — one  from  St.  Louis  under  capt. 
Stevens;  one  from  Natchez,  under  captain  Hickey; 
one  from  Tuscaloosa,  under  rapt.  Synimes:  one  from 
Iliintsville,  under  captain  Clemenis;  and  one  from 
Perry. 

One  of  the  Alahama  volunteers,  belonging  to  capt. 
Clements' company,  named  Gill,  was  shot  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  in  this  city,  by  a  memberof  the  Si.  Louis 
volunteers,  named  Rufus  Goodenow.  G  .odenow  was 
examined  before  the  Mavor,  and  discharged,  it  ap- 
pearing in  evidence  that  Gill  had  attacked  him,  and 
was  a  dangerous  and  desperate  character,  and  Goode- 
no-A-  acted  in  self-defence. 

C  mgress  organized  and  received  the  president's 
message  on  Wednesday  evening — ten  members  of  the 
senate  and  thirty  of  the  house  of  representatives 
being  present.  The  Telegraph  says  a  general  dispo- 
sition appears  to  despatch  thi-  business  submitted  by 
the  president  and  adj  mrn  as  soon  as  possible. 

^  {Civilian. 

Corpus  Christi.  A  gentlemin  arrived  from  thi- 
place  yesterday,  but  brought  no  important  intelli 
gence.  The  troops  are  under  excellent  discipline, 
and  have  become  much  more  contented  sinre  they 
learned  that  a  draft  has  been  ordered  by  the  presideni 
to  carry  on  olfensive  war.  Col.  C.  L.  Owen  has  raiseil 
large  supplies  of  cattle  and  other  stock  and  forwarded 
to  them.  The  late  rains  that  have  fallen  in  such 
abundance  iu  this  section,  have  not  extended  west  ol 
the  Colorado.  The  crops  on  the  San  Antonio  and 
'.ther  western  streams  are  aim  ist  entirely  destroyed. 
In  one  field  on  that  river,  coiitaini  ig  near  f  uir  liun 
dred  acres,  scarcely  a  peck  of  coro  could  be  gleaned. 

\Star. 


The  Charleston  Mercury,  noticing  the  above  ii.tel- 
ligence  from  Texas,  says  "it  will  be  seen  that  [iresi- 
deiil  rioiiston  does  not  take  the  responsibility  of  re- 
commending an  invasion  of  Mexico.  We  suspect 
that  a  lively  sense  of  empty  pockets  has  taken  t'  e 
place  of  the  war  fever:  Never  mind — vhen  Gen. 
Thompson  decl  ires  war  upon  Santa  Anna,  we  can 
all  march  together  in  brotherly  hatred." 

i  AFRICA. 

I  By  the  birk  Ad:iiro,  Trim  Gambia,  we  receive  in- 
telligence, through  the  politeness  of  Ihe  first  mate,  to 
the  13th  of  June.  The  second  Ni;er  expedition 
sl;iited  from  Accra  up  the  river  on  the  ]sl  of  April. 

I  We  learn  als)  that  ihe  captain  of  the  English  brig 
of  war  Ridia,  had  granted  to  a  Spaniard  at  C.i|  e 
Mount,  a  certificate  to  enable  him  to  buy  slavey  a.id 
keep  them  on  his  own  plantation. 

One  of  Ihe  offi-ers  of  the  British  steamer  Pluto 
went  ashore  at  Rio  Nunez,  and  went  to  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Curtis,  the  family  all  being  absent  except  his 
daughter.  The  offi  er  ransacked  the  hoii.se  and 
threatened  to  take  her  on  board  the  steamer.  He 
even  went  so  far  as  to  drag  her  from  the  house — 
when  hearing  a  noise  he  abandoned  his  brutal  pur- 
pose, lefl  the  girl  and  walked  to  the  beach —  vhin  he 
took  a  pistol  from  his  belt  anti  shot  her  dead.  Mr. 
Curlis  is  known  to  be  a  free  trader. 

Trade  is  very  dull  on  the  coast,  whir-h  is  lined  with 
vessels  from  all  parts  of  the  v/orld.  The  hiats  of  the 
brig  R  dia  came  in  contact  with  the  Spaniih  slaver 
Presidenlia.  The  latter  beat  otf  ih;  Rolla's  boats, 
wounding  seventeen  men  and  two  officers.  Twodavs 
after,  the  British  friiate  '''adagascar  fell  in  with  her 
when  a  fight  ensued.  The  Madagascar,  with  five 
boats,  captured  her  enemy  after  a  severe  fight.  We 
onuld  not  learn  the  number  killed,  though  some  of 
the  frigate's  officers  were  wounded,  and  some  offer 
men  killed.  The  slaver  had  not  a  bi^  gun  on  biarl 
— nothing  but  small  arms — blunderbusses  and  mus- 
kets. [  Tribane. 

The  extraorilinary  nature  of  this  statement,  re- 
specting the  alleged  murder  of  Miss  Curlis,  inluced 
us  to  make  inquiries  of  the  captain  of  the  Adairo, 
and  he  assures  iis  that  the  account  is  siibstanlially 
correct.  Mr.  Curtis  is  well  known  (o  nil  wafaring 
men  resorting  to  the  coast  of  Africa;  he  trades  wiih 
the  natives  and  with  shins  that  arrive,  but  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  slaves  or  the  slave  trade. 

The  party  from  Ihe  Piuto  which  visited  his  house 
accused  him  of  slave  trading,  and  insisted  on  search- 
in'.;  the  premise*;  h.s  daughter,  who  was  alone,  her 
father  li.iving  gone  on  a  short  journey,  resisted  the 
search  and  was  unloubtedly  shot  in  the  melee,  but  it 
was  n  't  known  by  «  h;>m — whether  bv  the  officer  or 
by  some  other  of  the  party.  [„Y  I".   Com. 

HAYTI. 
procla.mation. 
Jean  Pierre  Bayer,  president  nf  Hayli. 

Hattiens:  a  disastrous  and  horrifi  :  event  has 
thrown  into  mourning  thousands  of  families.  On  tie 
17th  instant,  an  earthquake  was  experienced  in  al- 
most every  part  of  the  Ir-land,  whose  violence  v  a; 
partirularly  felt  iu  the  north  east,  north  and  north- 
west districts,  where  the  effects  have  p.-ovcd  most 
disastrous.  The  city  of  Cape  H.iyti,  which  had  been 
long  exposed  ti'the  injui^ious  edects  of  tvran:iical 
rule,  which  hid  commenced  to  revive  and  recover  its 
prosperity,  has  been  destroyed,  and  more  than  h  ilf 
of  the  popiilati  m  have  perished.  Those  who  have 
e-scaped  this  melancholy  catastrophe, remain  without 
an.asylum,  exposed  t  ►  all  the  sufferings, -the  inevita- 
ble results  of  the  affliction  by  which  th.  y  have  b  e  i 
visited.  At  Port  au  Pair  the  elfecLs  ha,'e  n  ■!  hi;en 
so  severe  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  lo  •  n  and 
the  number  of  the  inhabiiants.  At  Mole,  Gon.iives, 
Sunt  Louis  on  the  north.  Port  au  Plate,  and  in  Ihe 
ither  towns,  where  the  shocks  have  been  severe,  we 
have  lo  lament  hut  a  small  number  of  victims. 

My  heart  bleeds  at  this  immense  cala.nity.  Whv 
must  I  also  deplore  those  excesses  which  render  the 
measures  of  wo  complete.' 

Haytiens,  you  have  partaken  of  my  indignulion  in 
hearing  that  there  are  men  so  depraved  m  character, 
s  J  inhuman,  as  to  a'ja.idon  themselves  _lo  plunder 
iiiiidst  the  coiivulsnns  of  nalure,  whu'attempt  to 
vrest  fro.ii  di-lracled  families  t  e  scanty  resources 
reoiaiDlDg  with  them  ia  their  misfor>.uijt:3,  wheu  reii- 
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pion  and  hiimanitv  pr«<^rihp  to  pvprv  one  to  fl»  to 
t'ipir  "iiTniir  But  if  thp=c  atrr'-ifMi';  c\-,"ps=r=  F-ii':ii! 
\ipt-n  t!i?  ■•■iiiltv  )ierpetr;itor>  :)  pwh'i.'  ilir^iin  a:ri  firi- 
(Ip.nrnfnn.  how  anlisfartorv  t.>  wiu.'>5'<  .lh(>  li.vfiv  e\- 
jrr.cejon  "f  svfnpalhy.  \vhi<  h  the  I""'"  nf  the  victiim 
1  d -iiT<-rers  hispirrs  t"  t'!e  iiaiii'  ati.ir?-f! 
'!'hp  manifp'itation  of  tlip«e  tif  h >  ^pntimPtils  will 
unrfiiihtpdiv  snothp  and  rplipvp  Iheir  misfurtunp?. 

And  yoii"who  have  survived  the  loss  of  your  pa- 
rents, voiir  properties,  1  addr  ss  myself  to  yon;  brinj 
forth  the  courage  and  resisnation  to  meet  those  af- 
flirtions  Khirh  no  hnman  power  pould  foresee,  nor 
human  foresijihl  avert.  Your  afflielinns  are  ereat,  but 
do  not  suffer  yourselves  to  be  pr  istrated.  The  ever 
■natchful  and  guardian  rare  of  the  republic  will  not 
forsake  \ou  in  your  distress,  and  if  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  state  lo  restore  lo  yon  what  you  may 
have  lost,  it  will' at  least  e'iert  its  utuvsl  effirts  to 
relif  ve  the  evil  ofvour  situation.  Given  al  the  Na- 
tional palncp.  Port  au  Prince,  ISlh  of  Mav.  1*42, 
and  39  of  IndepejidenLe.  BOYER.      | 

N  .iVr  I  O  N  A  I.    A  F  F  A  I  't  S.  j 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRKSIDICNT, 

■  V  AND  WITH  THEADVICE  A.S'DCOVSEKT  OF  THE  SEVATE 

Collectors  of  the  the  cmlorm — Amos  S.  Tryon,  dis-' 
tritt  of  Niagara,  N.  Y.  vice  S.  Scovell,  whose  com- 
mission has  eNpircd.  J 

William  Milford,  district  of  Cuyahoga,  Ohio,  vice] 
S.  B.  Merwin.  I 

Archer  Gilford,  district  of  Newark,  N.  J.  reap- 
pointed. I 

Surveyor  general — Wm.  Johnson,  for  Oliio,  Indiana 
and  Michigan. 

Surveyors — William  Willard,  Saybrook,  Conn,  re- 
appointed. Augustine  Owen,  Urbanna,  Va.  reap- 
pointed. I 

Atiriii  officer — Robert  Mackay,  Savannah,  Georgia, 
reappointed. 

Lnnd  officers — Registers — J.  T.  Bradford,  Lebanon, 
Alabama,  reappointed. 

Cyril  C.  Cady,  Palmyra,  Missouri,  vice  William 
Wright,  whose  co  nmission  has  expired. 

Peler  Hebrard,  Opelousas,  Louisiana,  vice  G.  A. 
Bryant,  resigned  I 

Benjamin  R.  Cowherd,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi, , 
vice  James  M.  Hartford,  resigned. 

Rfcpirrr— John  Tucker,  Natchitoches,  Louisiana, 
Tice  J.  B.  C.  Rachel,  declined  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment. ~  I 

./lltomrys  of  the  United  Stales — Thomas  Douglass, 
for  the  Ejsteru  Dislrii't  of  Florida,  reappointed, 

George  S.  flawliiris,  for  tlie  Apalachicola  District 
in  Florida,  in  the  place  of  Wm.  H.  Brockenbrough, 
•  resigned. 

Caleb  L.  Swayrde,  Western  District  of  Louisina. 

Marshuhftlie  United  Slates — Hczekiah  Hartley,  for 
the  Apalachicola  1  islrirt  of  Florida. 

Jadge — Dillon  Jordon,  jr.  Western  District  of  Flo- 
rida. 

Jiislicf  of  the  peace — Thos.  Courtney  D;inn,  Wash- 
ington county,  in  the  District  of  Coluiiibia. 

Deputy  postmasters — Charles  H.  Read,  Troy,  New 
York.  , 

William  C.  Bettineourt,  Wilmington,  N.  Carolina. ' 

Isaac  J.  M.  Lindsay,  Greenboro,  North  Carolina. 

THE  ARMY.  I 

Promotions  in  the  army  by  the  president,  and  Kith  the 
advice  and  consent  af  the  sfnute. 

Brevet  colonel  J.  B.  Walbach,  lo  be  colonel  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  artillery,  March  19,  1842,  vice  Fcn- 
wick,  deceased.  j 

Brevet  lieutenant  colonel  B.  K.  Pierce,  to  be  lieut.  I 
colonel  of  the  1st  regiment  <if  artillery,  ..larch  19,1 
1S42,  vice  Walbach,  promoted.  | 

Brevet  major  Levi  Whiting,  to  be  mnjor  of  the  1st 
regi.nent  of  artillery,  March  19,  1842,  vice  Pierce, 
promoted. 

First  lieutenant  W.  P.  Bainbridge,  to  be  captain  of 
the  4lh  regiment  of  aitiilery,  Waicli  19,  1842,  vicej 
Whiting,  promoted.  1 

Second  lieutenant  J.  C.  Pemberton,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
of  the  4ih  regiment  of  artillery,  March  19,  1842,  vice 
Bainbr.dge,  promoted. 

First  lieut.  James  R.  Irwifi,  to  be  captain  of  the 
1st  regiment  of  artillery.  May  16,  1842,  vice  F.  Whit- 
ing, deceased. 

Second  lieut.  Henry  C.  Wayne,  to  be  1st  lient.  of 
the  1st  reginiPiit  of  artillery.  May  16,  1842,  vice  Ir- 
win, prom'.ted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  M.  Brannan,  to  he  2d  lieut. 
of  the  Isl  regiment  of  artillery.  May  IG,  1642,  vice 
AV.iyne,  proiiiuled. 

Second  lieut.  Charles  F.  Wooslcr,  to  be  l^t  lieut. 
4lh  rtgiinciit  artillery,  Juno  lU,  1842.  vice  Jones,  re- 
Bigucd. 

George' Buist,  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  to 
be  JUtMituuli»tir,)(epi),  Jujjr  lH,  id43> 
■1..'.  L«ii<'  v.<>i^'i'.>^i3  :,ui.'  ~.  M  ,. 


Charlps  r.  Keenpv.  of  (he  stnte  of  Michigan,  to  be 
assistant  surgeon,  Ju'>  12,1312 

Tl'F.  NAVr. 
Comiinaor?  E    P.  Kennadv-hRS  been  onpninted  to 
the  CMmuiand  of  the   Uiiit;;d    Stales  vessels  aiioa'  in 
Norfolk  harbor. 

A    CEKEBAL    NAVAL    COURT    MARTIAL    Will     meet     at 

New  York  on  the  25th  instant,  for  the  trial  of  lieut. 
Pinckney,  lieutenant  Johnson,  assistant  surgeon  Gil- 
liam, passed  midshipman  May,  lieutenant  comdH. 
P»cynolds,  captain  Walker,  and  others,  on  recrimi- 
n:iling  charges.  Lieut,  commandant  Wilkes  will  be 
tried,  by  the  same  court,  on  charges  preferred  by 
some  of  his  late  officers.  Commodore  Ballard  is  also 
to  be  tried.  The  court  lo  ronsist  of  the  following 
officers:  corn's.  Barron,  Stewart,  Biddle.  Dow  nes, 
Reeil,  captain  Bolton,  captain  'rurncr,  commander 
Tatnall,  and  five  lieutenants. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says — The 
court  has  been  ordered,  by  the  >pecial  request  of 
lieut.  Wilkes,  to  investigate  the  causes  of  some  inis- 
underslanding  which  arose  helrteen  lieut.  Wilkes 
and  some  of  his  officers,  during  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion. 

The  United  Stales  brig  Somers,  commander  A.  S. 
Mackenzie,  sailed  on  Ihe  lUli  instant  from  N.  York, 
on  a  cruise. 

The  United  Slates  frigate  Cmgress,  capt.  Vocrhees, 
sailed  on  the  15th  instant  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

The  United  Slates  frigate  Columbia,  captain  E.  R. 
Shubrick,  sailed  on  the  17th  instant  for  the  Brazil 
station,  lo  replace  the  Poloinac  already  on  her  way 
homewards. 
'  O^cfT-Ji— Captain  Edward  R.  Shubrick.  Lien's! 
Nathaniel  W,  Duke,  1st;  Samuel  Maun,  2d;  J.  B. 
Cutting,  3d;  J.  F.  Green  4tli;  Charles  Thomas,  5lh; 
J.  Shubrick,  6th.  Master — Theodore  B.  Birrett. 
Surgeon — Solomon  Sharp;  assistant  surgeon,  S.  R. 
Addison.  Lieutenant  Z.  Zealen,  comd't.  marines. 
Midshipmen— F.  G.  Dallas,  &c. 

The  New  Y  rk  American  says  that  the  U.  Slates 
steam  frigate  Mississippi,  captain  Salter  now  in  that 
harbor,  is  understood  to  be  under  iinnediate  ortleis 
for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  added,  however,  that 
the  cash  to  gel  her  off  is  yet  wauling. 

The  Madisonian  states  that  the  war  steamer  Union, 
built  upon  lieutenant  Hunter's  plan  and  under  his 
s'ipervisi.in,  measures  one  thousand  and  forty  tons, 
and  that  her  hull  has  been  completed  in  all  respects 
fprthe  sum  of  sixty-four  thiusand  dollars.  This  in- 
cludes hull,  masts,  spars,  rigging,  sails,  boats  and 
waterworks.  Nautical  men  of  Ihe  greatest  e\pn- 
ricnce  and  skill  admit  that  this  vessel  promises  to  he 

as  efficient  as  any  other  that  has  ever  been   built. 

Wilh  her  machinery  on  board  and  every  thing  ready 
for  service,  except  her  armi  ueut,  h^r  cost  will  not 
exceed  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  d  illars.  This 
is  .\ithout  doubt  the  cheapest  vessel  of  war  that  has 
has  ever  been  built. 

Arrival  of  U.  S.  vessels  from  Florida.  The 
bngantiue  and  lliree  schooners  which  sailed  from 
Indian  Key  on  the  lOili  instant,  arrived  in  Hampton 
R-iads  on  Monday  night,  and  came  up  on  Tuesday 
about  three  o'clock,  and  anchored  off  the  naval  lios 
pilal.     They  are: 

Schooner  Flirt,  lieut.  com.  McLaughlin,  senior  of- 
ficer of  the  sqiadron. 

Briganline  Jefferson,  lieut.  com.  John  Rogers. 

Schooner  Van  Buren,  lieul.  com.  Marchaud. 

S  'hooner  Madison,  lieut.  com.  Heriidon. 

The  schooners  Wave  iiid  Phenix  remain  at  Ihe 
station. 

The  United  Slates  steam  frigate  .Missouri,  caiil. 
Newton  left  ihei-e  last  evening  for  New  York. 

[Awfulk  Herald  of  July  20. 

The  Ent.lish  natt.  The  British  board  of  admi- 
ralty, in  order  to  preserve  the  elKcienry  of  their  line 
of  battle  ships,  and  remove  any  advantages  that  the 
modern  armed  stea  n  frigates  may  possess  over  them, 
have  determined  at  once  to  forlil'y  their  bows  and 
sierns  with  long  Paixhaus,  or  sixty  eight  pounders. 
This  measure,  it  is  expected,  will  not  only  enable 
Iheiii  to  keep  the  steamers  at  a  respectable  distance, 
but  also  lo  approach  the  harbors  and  towns  on  an 
enemy's  coast  at  p  easure,  without  being  exposed  to 
injury  Irom  battery  cannon.  [I'hiln.  Sent. 

We  understand  that  a  splendid  war  steamer,  to  be 
named  the  C  iippe>va.  Is  now  upon  Ihe  stocks  at 
Kingston.  Ilcr  burllieu  is  7IIJ  Ions,  and  she  will 
carry  two  long  82's  and  four  32  pouuders.  She  is 
bcuig  built  under  the  superinlendance  of  Mr.  Tu  k- 
er,  the  ahle  naval  architect  by  whom  the  bui'ding  of 
Uiu  Sydvuhnui  wou  iiufi«riiil«iidc<l.     [Jlontrral  Her. 
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R5:FRr,SEVT'.T)VES    IN    COXGRESS.       The    3    St''., 

perssav  that  stale  will  be  without  a  re[irvseul:itM.: 
in  the  next  congress,  governor  FairticM  having  de 
creed  not  to  order  elections  this  vear.  No  pruvi-i  ir 
was  made,  at  the  extra  session,  for  di^lnrling  llii 
state  according  lo  the  new  apportionment  bil',  inc 
the  governor  probably  awaits  the  aclion  of  a  new  le- 
gislature. 

.  VERMONT. 
Whig  con-ventiok.  A  convention  of  whigs  wa' 
held  at  Miildlebury  on  the  6  h,  nearlv  eight  hundrid 
delegates  being  [  resent.  Horatio  Sisvmocr,  of  Mid- 
dlebi:ry,  presided.  Charles  Paixe,  Ihe  presenl  go- 
vernor, was  re-nominaled,  as  were  also  the  lieute- 
nant and  treasurer;  so  Ihat  the  entire  whig  ticket  ol 
last  year  is  again  in  the  field.  Resolutions  were 
passed  strongly  condemning  the  vetoes,  &.c.  and  ap- 
proving of  the  course  of  the  whigs  in  congress. 


State  cj 
sivc  increa 
state,  from 
Eric  canal, 

Year. 

1820,  { 

1821, 

1822, 

lt?23, 

18.!4, 

1825, 

1826, 

1827, 
j  l.-<28, 
I  1829, 
I  1830, 
I  1831, 

1832, 

1833, 

16:U, 

1835, 

1836, 
I  1837, 

1838, 

183.1, 

184  J, 

1841, 


NEW  YORK. 
LNALS.  Statement  showing  the  progres- 
■e  of  business  on  all  the  canals  of  t!na 
the  commencement  of  navigation  on  Ihc 
1820,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1841. 
Tolls  on  all  Tons  niriving  Tons  gnijig 
the  canala.        at  tide  tivilcr.     from  tide  do. 


553  .596 
7.53  IJl 
63ii  347 
611.781 
640  481 
602  128 
66.1012 
774,334 


119 
114 
128 
13.3 
122 
142 
142 
129 
162, 


I  154 
1945 
>  G.'l 
Ui3 

li'iS 
9l0 


Total  tolls,  22,208,943 

Cost  of  the  canals,  (per  report  of  the  ( 
February  23,  1837  ) 


l.en. 

"Erie  canal, 

$7.143  790 

364  m 

Champlaiu, 

1,257  604 

64 

Oswego, 

565,437 

38 

Cayuga  and  Seneca 

236  S05 

21 

Chemung, 

331  604 

39» 

Crooked  Lake, 

156,777 

8 

Chenango, 

2,270, 6j5 

97 

Total,  11.962712  631 

The  Genesee  Valley  canal  is  estimated  to  cost,, 
when  completed,  (123  miles)  about  §4,300.000. 

The  Erie  canal  was  com.ncnced  July  4,  1817,  and  i 
first  navigated  from  Ulica  to  Rome,  15  miles,  Ucto- 
ber  23,  1H19.  Tolls  first  received  in  1820.  Naviga- 
ble over  200  miles,  from  Albany  west,  October  1823. 
C  .mpleted  from  BuHalo  to  Albany,  October  1824. 
Ciiamplain  canal  open  to  Albany  iii  1823 

Oswego  canal,  completed  1828 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  completed  18i9 

Chemung  canal,  '•  1833 

Crooked  Lake  canal,  "  1833 

Chenango  canal,  "  1837 

Genesee  Valley  canal  opened  to  Mount  Morris,  37 
miles,  in  1340. 

The  Ohio  canal  was  opened  from  the  Ohio  rivep 
to  Lake  Erie  in  1(<32.  The  great  inci-ease  of  our 
canal  tolls  since  that  period  will  be  noticed. 

[.V'fUi  i'urk  Express. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Impruovment  for  debt  abolished.  The  act 
abolishing  iinprisonmeiil  lor  dein  in  ihe  sl.iio  of 
Pennsylvania  has  been  ktigiied  by  the  governor  anil  is 
now  in  force.  The  penalties  ag  liiisl  ./idiid  on  Ilia 
part  of  deiitors,  in  its  |irovi-ions,  are  stated  lo  be  • 
very  severe. 

'Includiim  FeeJcr. 
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The  ute  jitdge  Ported.  Thp  Inmrahle  Roh-rt 
r  TfT.  fornerlv  pr^^iHent  nf  thp  31  iiHi"iil  Hiili-icI 
ofthis  st:it«,  vvhodieil  sirl  Ii-m!v  on  hh  rpturn  h --up 
im  thp  28lli  ulii-no,  Crim  llip' vvp^ti-m  p;ir(  of  lli.> 
slate.  w;is  in  thp  75lh  year  "f  hh  a:;?..  He  was  :i 
;"  Jieiitpiia  >t  in  thp  revohiti-mai'v  army  fni'  some  I i  up 

■  before  its  close,  and  siibsequphlly  i;ra(lnatpd  at  thp 
':   llnivprsity  of  Pennsylvania.     He  read  law  under  tlie 

late  Jonalhan  Diekinson  Ser^ieant.  and  was  iidmittpd 

■  to  the  bar  in  Philadelphia  about  th«  year  178,9.  He 
.  represented  Philadelphia  in   the  stql'p  le"-islatiire  in 

the  years  18!)I  and  1,S>3,  and  in  18,)9,  on  the  resig- 
nation of  jtjdije  Spavd,  was  appointed  by  governor 
Snyder,  president  ■  f"  the  31  jmlieial  distrirt,  wliirh 
;  offiec  he  filled  for  more  than  20  years,  with  the  de- 
served reputation  of  an   honest  man,  a   fine  scholar 

■  and  a  sound  lawyer. 

■i.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  late  general  Andrew 
i  Porter,  and  a  half  brother  of  the  present  i^overnor 
:.  Porter.  [PliUaMphia  .immatn.  Scntind.      j 


h'lsiness  that  may  promise  a  reward  to  enternrise. 
Ristern  pxeharr-e.  1;  ont  of  d  .ors,  nar  to  ^  prem. 
Indiana  paper  bjiijht  al  3  and  sjld  at  2." 


inds  have  ad- 
March.  1S43, ! 


The  London   holders  of  Indiana 
drpssed  a  remonstr  inee  dited  on  94 

and  enclosed  in  a  letter  dated  Aoril  2.V.h.  to  Sa'Tiuel  I  ,h'„;";:.hp 
Bii-er,  esq..  Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  j  J  "'^*  ""!<' 
which  thev  make  an  urgent  anpeal  to  (he  people  of 
that  state  to  make  some  provision  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  its  bonds.  The  paoer  is  respectfully 
drawn  up  and  presents  the  question  of  stiite  liabilil 
lies  in  a  clear  point  of  vie  a-. 


On  b'in: 
mcnt  i!;oes 
cide— and 
ed  by  the  appliration  of  antidotes. 

Thes-   facts   if  appears  were  proved    by  credible 

w,ln,..ses,  sworn   to,  and  subscribed,  &c.     Be«i  les, 

'■"   ■"-'>  !i«'-ertained    by    the  investigation, 

I  been  led  bv  his  conduct    to  pursue 

same  adulterous   practice,"  by  making  use   of 


sharnly  reproved   bv   Smi'h.  the   sta  c- 
1,    'l>r.  Bennett  made  a  .  ailernpt  at  s  i. 
provoked  at  his  liie  being  s.v- 


St.ite  debt,     a  communication  from  the  audltorjt!' 
general,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  "f  the  senate,  states 
the  funded  debt  of  the  coniuionwealth,  as  rei^istered 
at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  as  follows: 
Amount  held  by  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 

'§!)  h-35  fil3  47 
citizens  of  other  states, 
subjects  of  foreign  kingdoms 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Mormoks.  The  editor  of  The.  Times  ami 
Seasons,  a  semi-monthly  periodical,  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  "The  Latter  D  ly  Saints"— in  one  of*  his  I 
last  editorials,  says:  "In  rerard  to  moral    prin-iples 


similar  exped 

To  these  statemen<s  are  adled,  an  affidavit  of  B»n 
n"tt,  svorn  to  before  D.  H.  Wells,  aid  .rmin  on  the 
]7tbMay,  H42.  in  which  he  declares  that  "he  never 
was  taiisht  any  lliini  in  the  least  contrary  to  the 
strictest  principles  of  the  gospel,  or  of  virtue,  or  of 
the  laws  of  God,  or  man,  under  any  circumstances 
ther  directly  or  ind.rectly,  in  word  or  in  deed   bv 


'  attached,  over  the  siirnatnre 


1  Oil)  537  00 
23  73^.206  00 


P-  S34.4.)4,.336  47 

Reports  have  been  presented  to  the  Pennsylvania 

legislature  from  the  committee  appointed  tolnvesii- 
,  gate  (he  charges  of  bribery  and"  corruption  by  the 
,  United  States  Bank  or  its  agents,  to  influence  legris- 
•    lalion      The   report  of  the  majoj-ily,   presented  by 

Mr.  Sharswood,  sets  forth  the  fart  that  money  to  the 

amount   of  8130  0110   was  drawn    from    the  "United 

States  Bank  in  1840,  by  George  Handy,  D.  M.  Brod- 
,  hcail,  and  Georine  W.  S  iiith,  and  states  that  Brod- 
'bead,  George  Reed,  and    Joseph    Solins,  were  the 

agents  of  the  bank  to  obtain   legislation.     The  coni- 

mitteo  exonerates  the  executive  and  members  of  that 

Ie.;islature   from 

corruption   by  the 

tain  legislation 

pendi>;  to  this  repo 

any   kiiowled 

L  I  wry  made  a  mi 

committee  of  investigation  had   thrown  open  every 


Joseph  Smith. 

And  to  this  a5;a  ^ , 

ty  either  in  this  slate  or  in  the  United  ^^  ^^^  '-Aldermen,  Ciunseliors'  and'  Reco'rd'er  ^ 
States,  that  can  compare  with  the  city  of  Naiivoo  ^'^'<'""^"' "f  a  cmver^ati  >n  which  took  place  in  the 
You  may  live  in  our  city  a  month  and  not  hear  an  ^itv  council.  May  Kl.  1S42,  which  says;  "Dr.  John 
oath  sworn,  or  see  one  person  intoxicated."  And  in  '-■  Bennett,  cx-mavor,  was  then  called  upon  by  the 
proof  of  (he  allega(ion,  an  appeal  is  made  (o  the  re-  'i^,'^^'"^  tji_ state  if  he  knew  aught  aiain  t  him;  wh  — 
cordsof  the  stale,  the  county  and  the  citv:  "Whci 


IS  there  a  record  of  murder  committed  bv  any  of  our 
people.' — none:  where  is  a  record  of  a  penitentiary 
crime?— none:  where  is  the  record  of  fine,  or  coun- 
ty imprisonment,  for  any  breach  of  law,  against  anv 
of  the  Latter  D  ly  Saints.'  I  know  of  none  They 
have  taken  away  no  man's  rights— thev  liave  infriiig. 
ed  no  lav.  The  laws  have  been  administered  Wg-n. 
rnusly,  even  against  (he  appearance  of  crime,  and  yet 
there  has  been  no  conviction,  that  I  have  heard  "of. 
Where  is  there  another  coinmunily  of  thirly  timusaiul 
in  any  state,  against  none  of  whom  there  is  a  record 
of  conviction  for  crime,  fur  the  space  of  three  [ 
years?"  hea 

After  sundry  other  remarks,  and  amongst  them  a 
broad  hint  that  they  may  probably  send  a  member  to 
the  next   legislature  from  Nauvoo,  the  writer   adds: 


Mr  Bennett  replied:  'I  know  what  I  an  ah  ,ut,  and 
the  heads  of  the  chur'h  know  what  they  are  about 
I  cxoRct  I  have  no  difficulty  with  the  h-als  of  the 
church.  I  puhli'-.v  avo  v  that  anv  one  wh  i  has  said 
that  1  have  staled  that  Gen.  Joseph  Snith  has  given 
me  authority  to  hold  illinit  intercTiurse  with  women 
i>  a  liar  in  the  face  of  G  .d,  those  who  have  said  it 
arc  damned  liars  they  are  infernal  liars.  He  never 
either  in  public  or  private,  gave  me  any  sii  h  authol 
rity  or  license,  and  any  pers-n  who  states  it  is  a 
seoiiudreland  a  liar.  I  have  heard  it 
hoiilfl  become  a  .' 


s  the  executive  and  inemhers  of  IhalJ  ..>,.ho  does  not  know,  that  to  incre'ase  the  popula 

e b"?',.k"ira''" ;,"s o^ff.z  ,^" b' ' ''" """"'^"''  => ^■'^'- ""h '"« "'-' indusiri;^,,,^;:, 

\t     n  r     r  I    •?,    ,  .'    c  "^'  I  '"  "'«  "■■ofl'l— I"  pav  thousands  of  dollars  of  taxe 

Mr.  l^eford  sub  nitled  a  sort  of  ap-    to  bring   into  the  stale  immense   sums  of  gidd   and  ""'  '">  -"estoralion-and  should  the 

port,excupa:inglheexecut,vefroui, silver  from  all  countries_to  establish   the  -^ea^est  1'"'=''  '   ma,  have  the  opportunity  to 

of  corrupti  >n   by   the   bank.      Mr.    manufacturing  city  in  America,  ( *hich  NauJoo  wil  "■'"  "^«"  be  "known  whether  I  am  a 

:r^!^;"'^'(;!;';"il'"L^".■'.'^'''^''^«    h«in  ='few  years-,  and  to  er  a\e  the  be  t"?odi    e  '"^"■"' 


,  ,  id   tint  I 

nd  Avard  by  withdrawing  fr.om 

n,  and  that   I   wa«    at    variance    with  (he 

ds  and  should  use  ;n   inllvience  against  them  be 

cause  I  resi;ned  the  ofli-e  of  mayor;  this  is  n,Ise      I 

have  no  difficulty  with  the  heads  of  t!ie  church    and 

I   intend    to  continue  with  voii,  and    h  .pe  the'lini- 

may  come  when  I  may  be  restored  to  full  e  mfiJence" 

and    fellowship,   an  I    my   Hjr.ner  standing    in   the 

"hurch;  and  that  my  conduct  may  be  such  as  to  war- 

and  should  ihe  time  ever  come 

test  my  faith  it 

traitor  or  a  triie 


-   -     -  -  produce 

nue  to  obtain  iufVirnia.i.m,  and  even  li  admitted    ihe'^mmunUv^'ial^l'lf  i?^?!^^!!"'!^^^''^ "^  ..l"r^!f::'J^'!^l^^?J^'^^r^^  "-''  Eye,  we  hav. 
hearsay  testimony,  in  order  to  implicate  the  ; 


anil  others,  but  that  not  an  iota  of  testimony  had 
been  elicited  to  affect  the  character  of  the  executive 
or  any  meniiier  of  the  legislature.  He  advises  that 
criminal  prosecutions  be  instituted  against  Geoce 
Reed,  D.  M.  Brodliead,  and  George  Handy.  ' 

ALABAMA. 
B.KSK   STATEMENTS.     The  i\ ashville  Banner,  says: 

.  "We  find  i  1  the  last  Huntsville  Democrat  an  exhibit 
of  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Alaba- 
ma at  Tuscaloosa,  (Ihe  mother  hunk),  as  published 
b>  W.  Haven,  ca>hier,  on  the  23  I  ult.  This  state- 
ment of  the  ca-hier  exhibits  a  circiilati  m,  including 
deposites  subject  to  checks,  of  about  <;9Ufl  UUO,  to 
meet  which,  the  bank  has  in  its  \aults  §433  4^7  in 
specie,    and    notes  of    other    banks    amoiiuting    to 

f  ^30,290.  These  compose  the  [irinriple  cash  meais 
lu  haod.  It  has,  besides,  notes  dis:-ounted,  1,862,380 
dollars,  and  bills  of  exchange  to  the  auount  of 
$1,40-M42.  The  Democrat  estimates  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Hunlsville,  iMontgoiuery,  and  Decatur 
branches,  injhe  aggregate,  at  aboul'5,2  000,000,  iie- 
ing  something  less  than  jjS.OOO  000  circulation  out- 
standing  against   these  lour    institutions.     To  meet 

'which  Ihey  have  not  less  than  §1.500,000  of  specie 
in  llieir  vaults,  and  exchange  in  We.v  Orleans  and 
New  Vork  to  more  than  half  that  amount.  If  the 
estimate!!  of  the  Democrat  are  correct,  the  coiidi- 
tun  of  these  banks  is  tar  from  justilying  the  ruinous 
depreciation,  which  they  have  permitted  their  paper 
to  reach;  and  it  will  be  owi:;g  to  culpable  and  wilful 
niismanagemeiit,  if  they  d.i  not  « ithout  delay,  bv 
concert  of  acti.m,  bring  their  paper  up  to  the  verge 
of  (he  specie  standard,  which  their  condition  plaiiilj 
indicates  it  is  in  their  power  to  do." 


KENTUCKY. 
,;  LooisviLLK  Mo.vEy  AFFAIRS.  The Louisville  Joiir- 
^ual  of  the  9lti  sajs:  ■Uur  banks  are  extremely  easy; 
and  take  all  the  good  paper  offered.  The  resump- 
tion, as  we  anticipated,  has  placed  them  in  a  posi- 
tion lo  give  all  the  facilities  that  the  business  of  the 
counl.'-y  may  require.  Of  the  three  banks,  one  has 
increased  her  specie,  since  the  resumption,  $15,000 
one  j,10,llOJ,  and  one  >4,50.).  We  have  now  a  so- 
lid lock  louiidation  in  Kentucky,  whereon  to  build 
a  Btable  superstructure,  yiith  ample  ca^itaLfoi:  anj 


;e,  and  of  the  state  of  lllim, 
in  particular." 

The  same  paper  that  contains  the  above  has  a 
article  signed  by  Joseph   Smith,  Hyram   Smith,  and    lude  to  th 


the  following  letter  to  the  editor: 


.Wiimoo,  Illinois,  June  27   1S4'> 
Mr.  Edwards:  In  your   paper  of  the  23  1,  y(,u"a!- 
ble  a  nong  the  Mormon' 


rently  to  no  --ood  pfr-,.i  "  '''''     ""'  '"  "'  ;'"  '^"■"'- "■"■''""•:"""  "'  an.     jiisi  suspend 

T  ,^s  Rp,   ,tt  h  .,  K  c  ,  J°"'"  J'"'o"nent  a  few  days  until  you  see  mv  eipose  in 

This  Bennett  ,1  appears  had  been  mayornf  the  city    the  "Sangamo  Journal"of  next  week,  or"tle  week 
ived  from  Judge  D  luglass    following,  over  my  own  name. 

In  haste,  yuurs  respectfully. 


of  Nauvoo — and  had  re 

the  appointment  of  mailer  in  chancery  for  H  mcock 
county.  The  Burlington  (Io*a)  Hawk  Eye,  iiiti- 
ma(es  that  said  appointment  was  his  reward  f,ir  cer- 
tain political  s.-ryires  contracted  for  by  Smith  and 
himself,  prior  to  Ihe  last  Illinois  election,  flow, 
ever,  that  may  be  but  a  scanda  ; — president  Joseph 
Smith,  in  a  long  statement  poceeds  to  assign  rea- 
sons for  disowning   Bennett.     In   process  of  lb 


JOHN  C,  BENNETT. 
MISiCBI,I,.\KEOUS. 


TARIFF.      COLLSCTIO.V  OF  THE  REVEVDS.       A  cow 

t    respondent  of  the  U  iston  Athis  of  ]6th  July,  says:— 


not  long  been  in  the  com.uuiiity  before  he  succeeded  assessing  Ihe  duties  on  the  real  value    in  oa-h    it  the 

in  seducing  a  young  lady.     Of  lhi.s,S:nith,  it  seems  place    f  importation,  the   rule  is,   uller  imf'ruclioZ 

disapproved  and  privately  admonished    him,  but   his  /™n  ITashinglon,  to  ascertain  as  near  as  p4ib|esa  d 

admomt  ons  only  indu.-ed  the  greater  hypocrisy.   He  value,  and  then  to  deduct  one  sixth,  and  lew  the  d, 

i.nmediately  insinuated   himseli   with   other  females  ly  on  the   balance-  r,  in   other  words    to  'leVy  1 1  e 

ol  the  city,  and  "began  to  teach  them  that  pro:niscu-  duty  on  the  home   value   with   the  diii'y  off.     Thus 

ous  intercourse  between  the  se.xes,  was  a  doctrine  nearly  all  the  advantages  which   haveal.vays  hem' 

believed  .0  by  the  latter  day  saints,  and  there  was  no  held  out  as  an  inducement  to  the  home  producer!  ,0 

^Ji„jJ,',!,'i.       ■  7'=;'"''^®  '"  a  more  in-  acquiesce  in  this  arraiigerasnt,  are  wilfully  and  arbi- 


harm  in  it 

fliienlial   and   desperately  wicked  course,    and  ttiat    Ira'rily  destroyed 

practised    Ihe  same    vsicked    acts 


f  ,.  --...J —  -....  „..,^.a  u,  i,.c       under  inis  rule,  I 

"I  ^ZfT::^,^:r'.^!''y  --'-I'^J.  hut  ^paid  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  duty,  has  b.en  va  u.d  a" 


P-"  -pal,  .his  asecret.     .H^^^^^S^^;^  ]«  ^«  ^ -;:!  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^ 

iriuocent  le-    making  a  dbference  on   account  of  the  home  valna- 

ith    having"dis>aced  one   female,  lie  maVarla"!   V  ",-^""'.'>:,^^.  P^'" -=«'":  ""  the  difference  betwe 
tempt  upon  others,  and  by  Lbo  soiue  plausio.o  Ui« 
overcame  them  also." 


hi.  wicked   purpose 
male  by  his  lying 


■ — and  seduced 
'i'hat  was  not  ail. 


§1  83  a. id  §5  55,  or  on  75  centsi  or  15  cents  on  (he 
P'Und  s;erlmg,.orabout23  percent,  thus  adding  by 
i  toe  new  mode  of  vo.uAion  th«  enar.aous  pruioctioij 


3U 
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cl.  iiisleaij  Cif  the  fiflucn  or  twenty  which  j  classification  of  the  census  of   1840. 

s  been  conleiijfd  wo^ild  be  the  ca«e.—  j     The  niiniber  of  "free  white  males"  of  the  age 


of  tlir.: 
it  has  „ 

Woollens  are  valued  at  J,7  the  pouml  sttTlint; — ivhirh 
after  dediicli'g  one  sixth,  leaves,  hy  the  above  cal- 
ciilarum,  a  duty  of  about  twenty-f.ur  per  rent,  or 
five  per  cent,  less  than  the  r;ite  of  dutv  previously  to 
the  first  of  July.  The  motives  by  whioh  Ihe  execu- 
tive has  been 'jioverried  in  giving  these  instructiims, 
of  course,  it  is  difficult  to  understand— but  certainly 
no  one  can  suspect  the  president  •  f  being  influenred 
by  a  desire  ti  propitiate  the  favoj-  of  his  free  trade 
friends  of  the  south,  or  to  punish  his  t;irifi"upponents. 
Perhaps  it  is  Ihe  retroactive  principle  contained  in 
the  bill,  of  which  he  spoke  in  one  of  his  letters,  dur- 
ing the  presidential  canvass. 

That  iheie  are  conflicting  opinions  regardini  the 
power  of  the  government  to  collect  any  dutic  f ,  u  ider 
the  present  law,  it  is  well  known — but  there  <  an  .)e  no 
doubt  that,  if  it  has  authority  to  collect  any  ining,  it 
is  20  per  cent,  on  the  fair  value  of  the  article  im- 
poried,  at  the  place  of  importation,  without  any  de- 
duelion  whatever. 

THE  TARIFF.  We  compile,  says  the  New  York 
American,  fnim  the  National  Intelligencer  an  ab- 
stract of  the  duties,  on  which  the  vote  was  taken  on 
the  last  day  in  the  house.  All  other  duties  reniain 
as  in  the  bill  originally,  except  those  on  tea  and  col- 
fee,  which  were  stricken  out.  It  is  believed,  howe- 
ver, that,  under  the  general  provision  subjecting  all 
non  enumerated  articles  to  20  per  cent,  duty  advalu- 
rem,  teas  and  coftee  are  included. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  on  certain  articles,  a- 
grced  to  in  the  house  on  Saturday,  impose  duties  as 
follows: 

Duly  on  wool,  costing  not  more  than  7  cents  per 
lb.  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

On  all  other  wool,  8  cents  per  lb.  and  30  per  cent. 
aJ  valorem. 

Woollen  blankets  costing  not  over  75  cents  each 
and  of  72  by  52  inches,  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  on 
all  other  25  per  cent. 

On  woollen  and  worsted  yarn,  30  per  cent,  ad  va- 
1 J re  in 

On  woollen  and  worsted  mits,  gloves,  caps  and 
binding,  and  woollen  and  worsted  hosiery,  3U  per  ct. 
ad  valorem. 

On  ready  made  clothing  for  men,  women  or  chil- 
dren, of  whatever  materials,  50  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rjm. 

On  all  other  articles  of  clothing  made  up  by  hand, 
40  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Thread  lace  and  inserting,  15  percent,  ad  valorem. 
(Joiton  lace,   insertings,  triniuinig   laces,   boobinet 
laces,  &c.  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Un   gold   and  silver  laees,  galloons,  embroideries 
■with  tiie  needle   on  cloth,  or  other  labncs,  except 
silk,  15  per  cent,  ad  vah.rem. 
Kaw  cotton,  3  cents  per  lb. 

Manufactures  of  cotion  (not  otherwise  specified), 
30  percent.  All  plain  cottons  not  dyed  or  painted,  not 
cxieeding  20  cents  per  square  yard  in  value,  to  be 
taken  to  cost  20  cents;  if  dyed  or  [lainled,  not  exceed- 
ing 30  rents  per  square  yard,  to  be  taken  as  costing 
that,  except  velvets,  cords,  moleskins,  lustians,  butta- 
lo  cloths,  or  goods  nianulaelured  by  napping,  or  rais- 
ing, cutting  or  shearing,  nut  exceeding  in  value  35 
cents  per  square  v^hich  shall  be  taken  at  35  cents,  and 
(he  duties  calculated  accordingly. 

On  bar  or  bolt  iron,  wholly  or  in  part  made  by  roll- 
-   ing,  «527;  per  ton. 

l.av.  h.ues  of  all  kinds,  dried  or  sailed,  S  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

'J  he  lolloping  amendment,  intended  to  apply  as 
relaliatury  against  those  cuuiilnes  which,  by  iiigli 
duties,  virtually  exclude  our  tobacco,  Hour,  &lc.  was 
rion-coneurred  in: 

Sec.  12,  13  and  14,  which  lay  an  additional  duty  of 
20  per  tent,  on  the  duty  of  certain  articles,  to  cease 
Upon  the  reduction  of  tlie  duty  in  foreign  countries 
upon  tobacco,  wheat,  flour  and  nee;  and  also  to  take 
olf  tweiily  per  cent,  ol  the  duties,  exclusive  of  the 
auove  aduiiional  duties,  upon  certain  reductions  tak- 
ing place  111  lureign  countries  on  tobacco,  wheal,  flour 
and  rice. 

The  section  introduced  by  Mr.  Saltonntall,  for  a 
partial  viareliouse  system  »u?  nun  cunruneit  in. 

On  loreifeii  sugar,  rehned  in   the    United   stales 
draicback  on  exporlulion  ol  3;  cenls. 

uu  spirits  distilled  lioiu  nioiasses,  a  drawback 
of  live  cenls  per  gallon,  till  1st  January,  1843,  anO 
thence  to  Oecicasc  annually  one  etnl,  uniu  it  ceases 
■wholly. 

An  amendment  to  allow  on  flour  csported,  when 
nianulaelured  Ironi  foreign  wheat,  diawback  equal 
to  Ihe  diity,  was  nuii-coucuncd  in— lid  to  141,  as  by 
the  same  vote  '.vasan  aujend.nenl  to  a  now  on  curua^^e 
inanuuictuied  Iroin  iSmnilia,  £Suun,  ur  other  ludia 
gi'ubo,  a  Ui'iikVb«it.k  equal  U;  lUc  Uulj. 


20and  nnderfifty  years,  is  \,T2^,-i29,bcir>^neaily  cnr- 

hixtit  if  the  tnlire  pojnilalion.     The  nnmber  betweei 

eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  within  which  asies  the^ 

are  generally  liable  to  militia  duty,  isabout2.759  670 

O^cial  epjtmne  of  the  whole  population  of  the  stales  ani' 

teii-itories  of  the  United  States,  exhihiting  the  genera 

aggregate  amount   of  each  description  of  personSy-  6i 

classes. 

FREE    WHITE    PERSONS  —  MALES. 

Under  five  years  of  nge  1,270,790 

Of  five  and  under  ten  1,024.071 

Of  ten  and  under  fifteen  8; 9  499 

Of  fifteen  and  under  twenty  756.022 

Of  twenty  and  under  Ihirty  1,322,440 

Of  thirty  and  under  forty  866,431 

Of  forty  and  under  fifty                       '  536,.56s 

Of  fifty  and  under  sixty  314.50.=. 

Of  sixty  and  under  seventy                    '  174,226 

Of  seventv  and  under  eighty  80  051 

Ol  eighty 'and  under  ninety  21.679 

Of  ninety  and  under  one  hundred  2,507 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards  406 


Total  number  of  males 

FEMALES. 

Under  five  years  of  age 

Ol'  five  and  under  len 

Of  ten  and  under  fifteen 

Of  fifteen  and  under  twenty 

Of  twenty  and  under  Ihirty 

0(  thirty  and  under  forty 

Of  forty  and  under  fifty 

Of  fitly  and  under  sixty 

Of  sixty  and  under  seventy 

Of  seventy  and  under  eighty 

Of  eighty  and  under  ninety 

Of  ninety  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 

Total  number  of  females 
Total  number  of  free  while  persons  1 

FREE  COLORED  PERSONS MALES. 

Under  ten  vears  of  age 

Of  ten  and  under  twenty-four 

Of  twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six 

Of  thirty-six  and  under  fifty-five 

Of  fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 

•  Total  number  of  males 

FEMALES. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Of  ten  and  under  twenty-four 

Of  twenly-fuur  and  under  thirty-six 

Of  thirty-six  and  under  filly-live 

Of  filly  five  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  bundled  and  up  a  aids 

Total  number  of  females 
Total  number  of  free  colored  persons 

SLAVES — MALES. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Ol  ten  and  under  twenty-four 

<jf  Iwenty-lourand  under  thirty-six 

Of  Ihnty-six  and  under  fiily-Hve 

Ol  liliyfive  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 

Total  number  of  males 

FEMALES. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Ol  ten  and  under  twenty-four 

Ol  twenty-lour  anil  under  Ihirty-six 

Ot  Ihirly-six  and  under  filty-ljve 

Ol   filty-live  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 

Total  nmiiber  of  females 
Tulal  number  of  slaves 
*i'oial  aggregate 

While  persons  included  in  the  foregoing 

who  are  deal  and  dumb,  under  lour- 

teen  years  ol  age 
Ol  lourieeii  and  under  twenty-five 
Over  iweuly-live 
While   persons  who  arc  included   in  the 

luregoing  who  are  blind 
Who   are   insane   and    idiots    at    public 

charge 
Who  are   insane  and   idiots  at  private 

chaive 


7,249,266 

1,203.349 

986,921 

836,588 

792,168 

1,253  3'J5 

779  097 

502  143 

304  810 

173  :.99 

80  562 

23,964 

3,231 

315 


422,599 
391,131 
235  373 
145.264 

61, i:88 
753 

1,246,408 


1,919 
2Uo6 

2,707 

5,024 
4,329 
10,179 


in  Ihe  Uni  e  •  S  aies  inival  service,  .l.ii 
milking  III.'  loi.il  amruiiuie  puuului.u.i 
HcdUM  i7.0(ij,G66. 


1,  lo4U.  C.lUo: 

I't  ihe   Uiu.ed 


^n  agrienlttire  3,717  7  "6 
Poiol  number  of  free  persons  employed 

as  miners  15,20.'! 

In  commerce  n7  5".S 

n  manufartures  and  trade  791545 

In  navigation  of  the  ocean  56  025 

!n  navigation  of  canals,  lakes  and  rivers  33  067 

In  learned  professions  65,236 
Slaves  and  colored   persons   included  in 

Ihe  forecoing  who  are  deaf  and  dumb  977 

Who  are  blind  1,892 
Who  are  insane   and  idiots  at  prlv  ite 

•  charge  2,093 
Who   are  insane   and   idiots   at   public 

charge  833 
Total  number  of  pensioners  for  revolu- 
tionary or  military  services,  20  797 
Of  universities  or  colleges,  173 
Of  students  in  universities  or  colleges,  16  233 
Of  academies  and  grammar  schools,  '  3,245 
Of  students  in  academies  and  grammar 

schools,  164.1.59 

Of  primary  and  common  schools,  47  20S 

Of  scholars  in  common  schools,  1  845  244 

Of  scholars  at  public  charge,  4t8  264 j 
Of  white  perscms  over  20  years  of  age                      I 

who  cannot  read  and  write,  549,693 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE.  The  following  startlin<; 
account  of  the  extent  to  which  the  slave  trade  isslih 
prosecuted,  is  from  the  New  Bedford  .Mercury. 

Captain  Borden, of  the  whale  ship  Sally  Ann,  whc 
arrived  at  this  port  on  Saturday  last,  from  St.  Hele. 
na,  has  furnished  us  with  a  list,  carefully  compiled 
by  a  friend  at  that  place,  of  the  slave  vessels  and 
number  of  slaves  captured  by  H.  B.  M.  vessels  ol 
war  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  and  taken  to  the 
island  of  St.  Helena  for  adjudication,  and  condemn- 
ed at  that  place  during  Ihe  period  from  July  3,  1840 
to  May  6,  1842.  It  cannot  but  excite  surprise  an^. 
indignation  among  our  readers  in  learning  of  the 
great  extent  to  which  this  nefarious  practice  is  slill 
carried  on.  The  list  before  us  includes  thiity-t  vo 
vessels,  having  on  board  at  the  lime  of  their  c:iplurf 
no  less  than  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirly-nint 
slaves.  Of  these,  1,756  have  died;  1,332  have  been 
conveyed  to  Ihe  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  542  to  Dema- 
rara,  120  to  Jamaica, 201  to  Trinidad,  198  have  been 
apprenticed  at  St.  Helena,  and  1,010  remain  to  he 
sent,  in  accordance  with  their  own  choice,  to  the 
British  colonies.  Of  the  thirty-four  slavers,  28  were 
captured  under  Portuguese  colors,  2  Brazilian,  1 
Monte  Video,  and  3  English.  Among  the  latter,  i? 
the  brig  Cypher,  formerly  of  Salem,  I\lass. 

The  number  of  vessels  successfully  engaged  in 
the  traflic  in  slaves  must  be,  of  coiu-sc,  far  greaiet 
than  the  number  of  captures  The  unfortunate  .Af- 
ricans who  thus  fell  into  the  hands  of  these  inhuman 
monsters,  are  fiiund  crowded  together  in  a  m  st  di  - 
plorable  condition.  Such  of  them  as  have  ihegudii 
fortune  to  be  recaptured  are  landed  at  St,  Helenci 
where  they  are  piaced  in  suitable  depots  provided 
for  their  reception  by  the  British  government,  and 
humanely  provided  for;  or  in  case  of  disease  exist- 
ing among  them,  those  infected  are  placed  on  board 
of  a  roomy  vessel  lying  at  anchcu'  at  the  leeward  of 
the  principal  anchorage,  and  placed  under  proper 
medical  treatment.  Those  who  may  choose  to  go 
to  service  as  laborers  on  the  island,  are  permilted  to 
do  so  for  a  term  of  from  three  to  seven  years,  under 
the  approbation  of  the  collector  uf  the  customs,  wilh 
all  the  rights  and  immunilies  of  British  subjects.  Our 
correspoiuleiit  says: 

"These  captures  are  made,  and  the  negroes  de- 
clared   free   in  virtue  of  a   late  order  in  council  u( 

I  Her  Britannic  majesty.  But  it  must  be  very  ques- 
tionable   whether  the    present  mode  of  disposing  of 

I  these  people  is  a  strictly  just  one.  No  doubt  tireal 
Britain  means  well.  Would  it  not  be  a  more  co  i- 
sistent  plan  to  restore  these  poor  wretches  to  th  ir 
own  native  homes,  to  burn  the  vessels  llieyarefou  id 
in,  then  to  put  on  shore  in  Africa  those  piratical  vil- 
lains  who  would  thus  entrap  and  enslave  them.- 
Hence  would  the  liberated  African  i/i  tuime,  be  li  le- 
rated  in  realilij — a  just  retribution  would  full  on  ihe 

I  heads  of  his  "enemies,  who  would  now  in  turn  b,^  in 

I  the  negro's  poAer,  and  Great  Britain  would  be  sav- 
ed the  enormous  expense  of  thus  manilainiiig  them. 
"At  present  the  captains,  otficers  and  crews,  are 
permitted  to  go  at  large,  and  until  they  can  find  ships 
to  take  them  from  St.  Helena,  are  allowed  by  go- 
vernment 84  cents  per  dieui.  Instead  of  this,  would 
it  nut  accord  more  v/ith  strict  justice  to  award  cor- 
poreal punishment  and  seven  years  confinement  «  ilh 
hard  labor  at  the  public  works,  lo  these  monsters  of 
iniquity?  If  this  was  dqne,  it  is  proumed  it  would 
have  a  salutary  efleel  in  preventing  such  diabolual 
and  fiendish  proceeilings  being  repealed.  One  of 
these  brutal  (aptaiiis  bus  bteu   t^keu  ibrte  Uuius  ill 

I  dili'efcul  veiisc.s." 
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HER^^ULEVN  POWER.  The  most  stupendous 
eff'iirt  nf  liiinian  slren!j;lh  ami  endurance  ever  exhibit- 
eil  or  that  ever  mav  be  a^ain.  was  witnessed  by  a 
lai'ce  autlilory  on  Monday  evenins;  at  the  Bowery 
theatre.  It  was  announced  in  the  bills  that  Mons 
P.iul  was  to  resist  the  power  of  two  of  the  slronpest 
horses  to  be  found  in  New  York,  on  a  waser  of  one 
thousand  dollare.  The  animals  selerled  to  pull 
a;:ainsl  hitu  were  a  pair  nf  lartje  sized  Pennsylvania 
bred  horses,  that  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  drawini 
from  two  to  three  Ions  of  iiranile  at  a  load,  suspend 
ed  from  an  enormous  truek  used  for  that  purpose. — 
Paul,  after  firing  the  cannon,  weighinj  400  pounds 
from  his  shoulders,  and  ascendinj;  the  fireman's  rope 
feet  uppermost  to  the  flies,  by  means  of  bis  bands 
alone,  and  other  Herculean  feats,  proceeded  to  place 
himself  horizontally  iiptm  a  stronfi  oak  ladder,  made 
for  the  purpose,  in  order  to  make  th  j^rand  effort. — 
The  horses  were  led  on  by  their  regular  driver,  and 
harnessed  to  a  rope  fastened  to  Paul's  feet.  To  this 
rope  were  attached  three  broad  n'bbons,  orpirths.  one 
of  which  was  drawn  tiy;htly  over  his  loins,  and  the 
others  over  each  shoulder.  The  brace  afTirded  bv 
his  feet  against  the  step  of  the  ladder,  the  divided 
power  of  the  sirths  and  bis  hold  with  both  hand- 
upon  the  upper  part  of  the  ladder,  constituted  hi- 
only  resistaice  to  the  immense  power  he  had  to  con- 
tend anainst. 

Paul's  b  )dy,  when  thus  disposed,  resembled  that  of 
a  ma'efictor  upon  the  inquisitorial  rack,  preparator\ 
to  bei't;;  torn  to  pieces.  When  the  colossal  horses 
were  broutrht  upon  the  5ta{!;e,  and  attached  to  the  feet 
of  the  intrepid  performer,  a  sensation  of  horrorseem- 
ed  to  pervade  every  part  of  the  house.  It  was  deem 
ed  certain  by  those  havin:^  char!];e  of  the  horses,  tha' 
he  would  he  drawn  oft' the  ladder.  The  word  was 
given — the  harness  straijjibtened — the  ladder  creaked 
and  strained — the  two  ropes  by  which  one  end  of  it 
was  secured  to  the  sta!2;e,  stretched  and  threatened  to 
break;  the  horses,  aided  by  a  platform  u[)on  tbe*ta.;e 
with  cleats  to  brace  their  eet,  strained  every  muscle 
and  vein, — the  well  known  voice  of  the  driver — the 
lash  repeated  a;;ain  and  aRain,  all  failed  to  force  the 
endtM'iuf;  champion  from  his  hold.  The  shouts  of  the 
audience — the  waving  of  handkerchiefs,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  horses,  proclaimed  his  triumph. — 
Paul  offered  to  repeat  the  performance  and  to  resist 
^■with  one  hand  and  one  foot,  but  the  manager  very 
properly  would  not  permit  it.  The  audience  were 
satisfied  with  vshat  they  had  seen,  that  Paul  is  be- 
yond all  question  the  .nost  powerful  man  in  existence. 

In  order  to  convi  ice  the  public,  that  there  was  no 
trick  or  deception  in  tliis  extraordinary  exhibition, 
Mr.  Hamblin  invited  a  portion  of  the  audience  behind 
the  scenes  to  witness  the  preparations,  and  examine 
every  thmg  connected  with  the  performance. 

iMr.  Paul  lakes  his  benefit  this  evening,  and  pulls 
against  four  horses,  besides  introducinj^  a  variety  of 
other  new  feats. 

Mons.  Paul  attained  his  eighteenth  year  in  March 
last.  [jY.    Y.  Courier  Sf  Enq. 


POMTICS  OF  THU  DAY. 


During  the  discussion  on  the  tariff  subject  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  July  8tb,  Mr.  Weller, 
(V.  B.)  of  Ohio,  called  on  his  colleague  Mr.  Mathioi 
to  substantiate  certain  charges  which  the  latter  had 
previously  made  against  president  Tyler.  Mr.  Ma- 
thiot  thereupon  rose  to  address  the  house.  The 
National  Ititelligencer  has  a  report  of  what  was  said 
by  bun  in  proof  of  his  cha.ge,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing: extracts  are  made: 

.Mr.  -Mathioi  proceeded  to  say: — The  fact  transpir- 
ed during  the  extra  session,  and  while  the  first  bank 
bill  was  pending,  just  before  it  had  received  the  ex- 
ec uti\e  veto.  As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
president  was  about  to  veto  the  bill,  the  whigs  retir- 
ed from  the  white  house.  The  president  complain- 
ed of  this,  and  said  he  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
locofocos,  and  was  anxious  to  see  bis  whig  friends. 
When  the  meuibeis  of  the  Ohio  delegation  ascer 
tamed  this  to  be  the  case,  they  held  a' meeting  for 
tlu;  purpose  of  consulting  on  the  propriety  of  visit- 
ing ilie  president.  Strong  objections  were  urged  by 
suine,  especially  by  an  aged  anil  venerable  meiiiljcr, 
(understood  to  be  Mr.  Morrow,)  on  the  ground  that 
while  so  important  a  bill  was  pending  before  him,  it 
was  indelicate  in  members  of  congress  to  intrude 
upon  the  chief  magistrate.  The  executive  and  le- 
gislative branches  ol  the  government  were  distinct 
and  independent,  and  the  president  ought  to  be  left 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  in  the  case.  But 
these  objections  were  overruled,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined by  the  majority  that  the  visit  should  be  paid, 
and  they  appointed  a  committee  of  two,  to  wait  on 
the  president.  They  called  and  inq)iired  when  the 
president  could  be  seen.'  The  answer  was,  that  he 
Was  not  only  willing  but  aniious  to  see  them,  and 


would  receivn  them  -at  five  o'clock  thai  afternoon, 
(Friday.)  They  went  accordingly;  the  president 
met  them  at  the  door,  and  gave  them  a  most  polite 
reception;  and  Mr.  M.  would  now  give  to  the  com- 
mittee, if  not  the  very  language  of  the  president,  the 
substance  at  least  of  what  be  said. 

The  president  told  them  he  was  extjemely  glad  to 
sec  them  there;  that  he  understood  the  object  of 
their  visit;  they  were  there  to  have  a  free  and  frank 
interchange  of  opinions,  and  he  desired  there  shou!d 
he  no  concealment,  hut  lliat  they  would  tell  him 
frankly  all  their  mind.  He  had  once  made  up  his 
inind  to  return  the  bank  bill  to  congress;  but  he  was 
n  illing  to  reconsider  that  determination.  He  would 
accompany -members  the  next  day  on  a  visit  to  the 
ship  Delaware  (then  lying  off  Annapolis.)  be  would 
dismiss  the  subject  from  his  mind,  and  suffer  no  gen- 
tleman to  approach  bim  in  regard  to  it:  on  Sunday 
morning  he  would  go  to  church  and  say  his  prayers: 
ind  in  the  afternoon  he  would  retire  to  his  cham- 
her— shut  out  the  world — and  carry  the  whole  sub- 
ject to  Ihe  throne  of  gnice  and  ask  direction  from 
on  high;  and  if  after  tb.it  he  could  bring  bis  cm- 
s'ience  to  let  him  sign  the  bill,  be  would  sign  it,  and 
if  not,  be  prayed  heaven — [here  Mr:  M's  voice  be- 
'•ame  low  and  broken;  he  put  his  hands  to  his  eyes, 
and  what  he  said  was  lost  to  the  reporter.  WRile, 
however,  Mr.  M.  seemed  thus  deeply  affected,  ther" 
.vas  a  general  roarof  laughter  tbroiighout  the  bouse.] 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had  then  felt  sat- 
isfied the  president  intended  to  return  the  hill,  yet 
vhen  he  saw  the  bi^  tear  standing  in  bis  eye,  and 
heard  him  speak  of  bis  mental  anguish,  no  power  on 
earth  would  have  induced  him  to  doubt  his  sincerity; 
he  then  believed  hi.n  to  be  perfectly  honest.  But 
mark  the  result!  After  the  president  had  dried  his 
tears,  the  delegation  gave  bim  to  understand  that 
they  had  not  come  (here  to  embarrass  hiin  on  the 
matter.  They  came  there  to  tell  him  frankly  what 
they  believed  would  he  the  eft'ect  of  the  return  of 
the  bill  upon  the  country  generally,  and  upon  their 
own  state  in  particular:  which  they  accordingly  did, 
setting  forth  the  injurious  consequences  which  could 
not  fail  to  follow. 

The  president  heard  them  patiently;  and  then  said 
"eentlenien  you  are  mistaken — you  are  entirely  mis- 
taken. The  only  effect  it  can  have  will  be  this:  the 
opposition,  the  loco  focos,  will  raise  a  shout  of  tri- 
umph; but  that  cannot  deter  me  from  doing  my  duly. 
But,  if  I  do  return  this  bill,  you  can  immediately  re- 
port the  bill  which  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Ewing  in 
the  senate,  and  can  pass  it  In  three  days:  let  me 
have  that  hill  and  I  will  promptly  give  it  my  signa- 
ture." Mr.  M.  understood  him  clearly  to  signify 
that  that  was  the  bill  he  was  in  favor  of — and  if  it 
were  passed  be  would  promptly  sign  it.  Jlr.  M. 
told  him  that  that  bill  had  one  feature  in  it  which 
would  prevent  Ibe  whigs  from  voting  for  it;  wlii  b 
was,  that  tranches  could  not  be  extended  into  the 
states  without  the  assent  of  Ihe  states:  the  [iractical 
result  of  which  would  be  that  none  but  wliig  states 
would  receive  the  bank,  and  the  plan  would  effect  no 
general  benefit  to  the  country.  His  reply  was, 
"why,  you  cannot  have  examined  that  bill:  it  is  not 
possible  you  can  have  made  yourself  acquainted  with 
Its  provisions."  Mr.  M.  told  the  president  that  he 
had  carefully  conned  the  hill  over  and  studied  it. 
The  president  said  it  could  not  he;  and  that  if  Mr. 
M.  would  examine  it,  he  would  find  that  the  bank 
was  empowered  to  extend  branches  into  the  states 
with  or  without  their  consent,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  constitution.  He  spoke  of  the  diffe- 
rent sections  of  the  bill,  and  seemed  familiar  with 
its  details.  When  the  delegation  retired  he  follow- 
ed them  to  the  door,  and  said  that  if  they  bad  any 
regard  for  him  they  would,  in  case  this  bill  should  be 
vetoed,  introduce  Mr.  Ewing's  bill,  pass  it,  send  it  to 
him,  and  he  would  sign  it.  There  was  other  con- 
versation which  the  president  had  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  delegation,  and- which  is  not  material  to 
the  matter  m  issue,  and  which  Mr.  M.  would  not  re- 
peat. 

Ibis  was  about  six  o'clock  on  Friday  evening.  On 
the  Monday  morning  following,  Mr.  M.'s  colleague 
from  the  Montgouiery  district  (Mr.  Goode)  called  at 
the  president's  bouse  and  found  bim  preparing  bis 
veto.  After  he  had  finished  his  business  with  the 
president,  the  president  said  to  bim,  I  wish  you  to 
say  to  the  inembei-s  of  the  Ohio  delegation  that 
'  u'/ien  J  said  to  tluiti  I  iiwiitd  approve  and  ai^n  jMr.  Ew- 
ing^s  biU,  1  had  not  then  read  the  6i//."  'Kliis,  too  af- 
ter having  argued  with  Mr.  M.  on  the  Friday  even- 
ing before  on-the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  refer- 
ing  to  its  different  sections!  Mr.  M.  regretted  that 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Goode)  was  not  now  present;  but 
he  bad  had  a  conversation  with  that  gentleman  not 
three  days  since,  and  he  was  quite  sure  he  would  con- 
firm every  word  of  thisstatem.;nt.  He  now  called  on 
bis  colleagues  who  had  been  present  to  say  whether, 
in  theirinterview  with  the  president  the  president  had 


not  discussed  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Ewing's  bill,  in 
its  different  sections,  end  he  should  call  on  his  other 
colleague  (Mr.  Goode)  to  say  whether  the  president 
did  not  afterwards  tell  him  he  had  not  then  read  the 
hill.  He  now  appealed  to  the  committee  to  say  whe- 
ther he  bad  not  redeemed  Ihe  pledge  be  bad  given  to 
prove  the  assertion  he  bad  made?  [Much  sensation  in 
the  house.] 

He  said  that  from  the  president's  language  it  was 
obvious  be  must  have  read  the  bill;  fur  he  argued  on 
the  provisions  of  its  several  sections.  Why  was  it 
necessnry  fu-  bim  to  say  that  he  had  not  then  read 
the  bill.'  Look  at  the  facts.  On  the  Saturday,  instead 
of  accompanying  the  members  of  congress  in  their 
visit  to  the  ship  Delaware,  as  he  said  he  would,  he 
remained  at  home.  Every  body  was  disappointed  that 
he  did  notgo.  Anotherdistmguished  gentleman  also 
abstained  from  going.  [.Mr.  M.  was  conjectured  to 
alluile  to  Mr.  Wise.]  Now  he  would  not  say  that  the 
president  was  at  that  lime  busily  engaged  with  any 
one  in  concocting  his  veto  message,  but  it  appeared 
that  the  veto  was  then  prepared.  Mr.  M.  thought 
that  «  hen  the  president  spoke  to  him  with  the  big 
tears  upon  his  cheeks,  he  was  honest  in  what  he  said; 
and  he  still  believed,  if  Mr.  Ewing's  bill  had  then 
been  presented  to  him  he  would  have  signed  it.  For, 
look  at  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  first  veto  mes- 
sage. The  president  there  laid  down  the  doctrine  that 
a  bank  having  branches  in  the  states,  whether  with 
or  without  slate  assent,  is  unconstitutional,  if  those 
branches  have  the  power  of  local  discount;  that  was 
the  point  on  which  he  placed  his  disapprobation  of 
the  bill;  it  gave  the  branch  banks  the  power  of  local 
discounts.  Mr.  Ewing's  bill,  which  be  nad  been  so 
earnest  to  have  sent  to  hiin,  provided  that  branches 
could  be  established  in  the  states  oidy  with  their  con- 
sent; but,  when  thus  admitted,  should  have  the  power 
of  local  discount.  Here  the  president  found  himself  in 
difficulty,  and,  as  the  only  way  to  get  out  of  the  incon- 
sistency, he  resorted  to  the  assertion  that  he  bad  not 
so  much  as  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  Snyder  inquired  whether  word  had  not  been 
sent  to  the  Ohio  members  by  Mr.  Slade,  on  Friday 
evening,  by  the  president,  that  he  had  now  read  the 
bill  and  found  he  could  not  sign  it' 

Mr  Malhiot  said  be  had  heard  of  no  such  thing, 
nor  could  it  have  been  so;  for  the  first  intimation 
he  received  that  the  president  would  not  sign  it  was 
from  bis  colleague  ("Mr.  Goode)  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  Weller  inquired  whether  there  had  not  been  a 
report  accompanying  -Mr.  Ewing's  bill,  and  Ibe  presi- 
dent's i:npre5sions  might  not  have  been  derived  from 
that  report  without  having  read  the  bill?  and  might  he 
not  from  that  hate  been  prepared  to  speak  about  the 
bill  as  he  had  done  on  Friday  evening  to  the  delega- 
tion? 

Mr.  Mathiot  said  he  knew  nothing  about  that;  the 
president  bad  spoken  familiarly  of  Ihe  difiisrent  sec- 
tnms  of  the  bill,  as  though  he  were  well  acquainted 
with  it.  Was  it  likely  he  would  pledge  himself  to  sign 
a  bill  he  had  never  read? 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  risen  not  with  any  desire  to  ad- 
dress the  committee,  but  merely  to  relieve  himself 
from  any  imputation  of  having  made  a  false  and  injuri- 
ous charge.  He  believed  he  bad  accomplished  that 
object.  The  house  had  his  assertion  on  the  one  side 
and  the  president's  on  Ihe  other.  Mr.  M.  would  be 
sustained  by  bis  colleagues;  and  if  Ihe  facts  were  as  he 
stated  them,  who  could  doubt  ihat,  to  get  out  of  a  dif- 
ficulty, the  president  had  tcdd  a  l^alsehood.  Mr.  M. 
said,  Ihat  having  redeemed  bis  pledge,  he  would  now 
resume  his  seat. 

Much  confusion  prevailed  There  was  a  contest 
for  Ibe  floor.  Mr.  Gilmer  called  Mr.  Gordon  to  order. 
The  chair  explained,  and  finally — 

Mr.  Gordon  .having  obtained  the  floor,  proceeded 
to  address  the  committee  on  the  tariff  subjec'. 


tKTTER  FRO.'tt  GEX.  JACKSOV. 


Hermitage,  June  9,  1S42- 
Dear  sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  Ihe  aith 
of  May  last,  and,  since,  I  have  also  received  the 
Globe  containing  the  speech  of  Senator  Conrad,  of 
Louisiana,  on  the  bill  to  refund  to  me  the  fine,  &c. 
imposed  by  Judge  Hall,  who  is  styled  by  Air.  Cjurad 
the  upright  judge. 

The  feeling  and  sentiment  displayed  by  Mr.  Con- 
rad in  his  speech  truly  astonish  me.  They  are  the 
very  opposite  of  those  entertained  by  the  palriots 
who  were  engaged  m  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
not  one  of  whom  considered  Judge  Hall  as  perform- 
ing the  part  of  a  good  citizen  in  the  proceeding  which 
he°instituted  against  me.  They  are  such  as  Abner 
L.  Duncan,  esq- — under  whose  patronage  Mr.  Cjn- 
rad  was  raised,  and  who,  with  the  character  of  a  dis- 
tinguished jurist,  combined  t;iat  of  the  fearless  sol- 
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dier  and  Ihe  KC'od  man — would  have  been  ashamed  to  sentinels  in  the  nisrlil — Red  to  the  npper  cfuflry,  and 
avow.  Although  at  that  time  Mr.  Cmirail  v»as  a  did  not  rcliirn  iiniil  after  the  battle  of  the  bih.  On 
jcMilh,  he  earinol  have  fori;otlen  the  leading  farts  of  his  return,  he  was  received  wilh  ^reat  coldneFs  hv 
tl  e  ca^e:  and  the  lesson?  he  learned  from  his  patron  all  his  repnbliran  friends,  beranse  he  had  left  them 
fhould  have  fauftht  him  to  dislrust  the  motive  of  and  Ihe  eily.  exposed  to  the  atta<  Its  of  an  infuriated 
thi.se  who,  in  such  an  emergency  as  that  uf  New  soldiery,  when  he  nupht  to  have  remained,  anti  hv 
Orleans,  obtained  applause  from  those  alone  who  bis  example,  stiniulaled  a  ncble  defenre.  This  re- 
vere inimiral  lo  Ihe  eoimlry.  replion  mortified  the  .jndcte.  He  was  thrown  into  a 
It  is  a  Sonne  of  ihe  deepest  regret  to  me. that  Mr.  fit  of  dissipation,  anil'  into  the  hands  of  Blane,  Lou- 
Conrad  has  disturbed  the  sieepinp;  ashts  of  the  judge,  allier  &  Co.,  who  made  a  tool  of  him  to  brini;  about 
f(ir  the  purpose  of  throwing  an  unjust  imputation  on  a  conflict  between  the  civil  and  military  power,  un- 
my  rharacter.  The  fault  must  be  his,  if,  in  doingso,  der  Ihe  expectation  of  excilini;  the  brave  Lonisiani- 
triith  and  justice  will  compel  the  public  to  discredit  ans  to  some  violence,  or  of  subjecting  me  to  the  im- 
liis  statenienls.  jpulalion  of  military  tvranny.  Mr!  Conrad  well 
What  are  the  prominent  facts?  |  knows  w  hat  difticultv  I  had  in  reslrainina  Ihe  people 
After  intelligence  had  been  received  of  Ihe  em-  from  committing  violence  on  the  judge,  Louallier, 
barkment  of  the  British  troops  at  Plymouth,  in  Eng-    Blanc  &  Co. 

land,  and  that  Iheir  object  was  Ihe  invasion  of  New  ;  Ahout  the  lime  of  the  judge's  return  lo  the  citv. 
Orleans;  and  whilst  1  was  engaged  wilh  all  exertions  Louallier  published  his  inflammatory  address  to  the 
ill  repelling  their  advance,  which  was  then  in  posses-  people,  intended  to  create  niutinv  in  our  camp,  and 
sion  of  Pensac(^la— it  being  necessary  fur  me  to  clear  the  desertion  of  the  troops  from"  Iheir  posts  of  de- 
my left  flank  of  the  enemy  before  I  could  proceed  to  fence.  He  was  arrested  for  exciting  mutiny,  and  as 
New  Orleans  to  meet  them  there— several  commit-  a  spv  for  eiving  inlelliience  to  Ihe  enemv;' not— as 
tees  from  New  Orleans  wailed  upon  me  at  Mobile.  Mr.'Conrad  asserts  m  his  speech— for  a  libel.  But. 
(Ihe  eomniillee  of  safely  and  the  committee  of  vigi-  before  Ihe  arrest  was  made,  he  secreted  himself,  un- 
lance),  all  giving  me  similar  infornialion  to  that  til  he  had  arranged  wilh  Judge  Hall  for  the  appeaf- 
commiinicated  by  Gi  vernor  Claiborne's  letters,  once  of  a  writ  of  hiibms  cm-ptia.  This  being  done, 
Mhichwere  appended  to  my  advice,  and  produced  he  made  his  appearance  at  the  coffee-house  on  Ihe 
before  Judge  Hall,  under  his  rule  to  appear  and  show  ;  5ih  of  March,  when  he  was  arrested.  On  his  being 
cause  why  an  atlachmenl  shi  uld  not  issue  for  a  con-  '  delivered  to  the  provost  guard.  Col.  Arbnckle  coin- 
tenipt,  which  you  have  published  in  the  Globe,  and  nianding,  who  had  inslrurlions  to  treat  him  kind'y, 
to  which  1  refer.  Having  expelled  the  British  from  i  and  to  furnish  him  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  &r. 
Pensacola,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  fur  [  communicated  lo  him  his  inslruclions.  Louallier 
the  defenre  of  Mobile,  !  hastened  to  New  Orleans,  thanked  him,  saving,  "l  will  n.it  be  one  hour  wilh 
and  reached  there  on  the  morning  of  the   1st  of  De- I  you."     "How    s.V"    inquired    Col.   A.     He  replied. 


ember — commencing  then  my  arrangements  for  the 
defence  of  that  country.  When  I  arrived  there,  ev- 
ery thiig  was  despondency  and  alarm  at  the  ap- 
jToacli  of  such  an  overwhelming  force.  The  traitors 
to  cur  cause  were  emboldened.  There  were  no  arms 

not  even  flints — in  the  arsenal;  and  the  means  for 

dtfcuce  were  in  all  respects  deftcient.     I  had  nothing 


Ihere  is  a  writ  of  habeas  corpiix  out  for  me.''  Tli 
was  communicated  to  me.  1  immediately  sent  to 
inquire  whether  it  was  true  that  Judge  Hall  had  is- 
sued the  writ  before  Louallier  was  arresled.  Being 
informed  that  it  had  been  so  issued,  anil  that  Judge 
Hall's  name  was  subscribed  to  it,  I  forthwith  issued 
an  order  for  the  arrest  of  D.  A.  Hall,  for  aiding.abet- 


to  depend  upon  but  the  hope  of  arousing  Ihe  citizens  !  tini.  and  exciting  mutiny  in  my  camp.     This  was  on 


to  that  high  feeling  of  patriotism  which  would  make 
them  as  one  man  in  union  and  energy.  A  call  was 
n.ade  on  the  Louisiana  militia  in  mass;  plans  were 
lurnud  to  prevent  the  traitors  an(>  spies  from  com- 
luunicaling  with  the  enemy. 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  was  made  acquainted  wilh 
Judge  Hall,  who  appeared  willing  to  aid  in  the  mea- 
sures of  defence.  He  was  present  at  many  inter- 
views 1  had  wilh  the  conimil'ees  of  vigilance  and 
safely.  1  be  legislature  was  in  session,  and  had 
passed  a  law   laying  an  embargo  on  all  vessels;  thus 


the  5th.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Duplessis.  then  marshal, 
informed  me  that  1  was  "acting  on  the  belief  that 
the  record  would  pr 've  that  Judge  Hall  had  exer- 
cised his  judicial  aulhorily  within  your  camp,  there- 
by interfering  wilh  the  p  'lice  of  the  camp,  in  viola- 
lion  of  martial  law,  anil  aiding  and  exciting  mutiny 
within  it.  In  this  you  will  be  mistalten.  Therefore 
you  had  better  look  to  it,  and  see  whether  the  date 
has  not  been  altered  from  the  5tb  to  the  6th,  since 
Ihe  judge  has  been  arresled."  I  inquired  of  the 
clerk  by  whom  Ihe  alteration  was  made.     He 


nabling  Commodore  Patterson   to   impress  the  sea- |  swcred,  by   Judge  Hall — that  he  had  sent    for  him 


men  to  a  man  in  his  flotilla.  The  Judge  had  opened 
the  jails,  and  liberated  the  prisoners  charged  with 
piracy,  ice.  without  bail,  and  had  adjourned  the 
court.  The  subject  was  discussed  whether,  in  addi- 
tion lo  these  measures,  a  real  necessity  did  not  exist 
for  the  dcclaiation  of  martial  law  in  New  Orleans, 
which  had  now  become  my  camp.  The  judge  was 
present  when  this  question  was  decided  in  the  aflir- 
nialive,  and,  by  his  gestures  be  appeared  lo  approve 
the  decis.oii.  But  as  the  legislature  had  assumed  the 
power  to  pass  Ihe  embargo  law,  aeliiig  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  1  appealed  lo  it  to  exert  the  same 
power  in  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  dur 
ing  the  inva-ion.  This  w^s  opposed  by  Louallier, 
aiid  those  who  wished  to  surrender  the  cily  to  the 
enemy.  The  application  failed.  Events,  however,' 
soon  made  it  apparent  that,  wilhoul  the  deelaraliun 
of  martial  law,  the  city  could  not  be  defended;  and  1 
took  the  responsibility  upon  myself  of  making  the 
declaration  in  lime  lo  protll  by  the  addiiioiial  power 
it  gave  lo  .be  military  arrangeincn..s  for  the  defence; 
and  the  morning  I  declared  it,  Jud.;e  Hall  was  in  my 
office,  and  heard  it  read.  It  was  then  he  exclaimed, 
JV'i  ID  Ihe  caunlry  muij  be  saved!  wilhoul  il,  it  was  lost. — 
Application  was  then  nude  lo  Ihe  legislature  tj  ad- 
journ, in  order  that  all  might  join  in  the  defence. — 
'J  his  was  refused  uy  the  maj.irilj — ihe  republican 
members  voting  for  il.  A  request  was  then  made 
by  the  governor  to  adjourn  to  baton  Kouge.  This 
■was  also  refused — the  republicans  voting  lor  it.  Tliu 
enemy  had  atlai  ked  and  destroyed  our  gun  boats, 
which  gave  new  alarm  to  some,  and  fresn  eucourage- 
menl  to  iraitois.  It  gave  noble  resolution  lo  the 
true  patriot. 

Oi.e  of  the  details  of  the  order  declaring  martial 
law  was.  'Ihatlbe  lamps  be  put  out  at  iiiiie  o'cl 


with  the  record,  and  made  the  alteration.  1  retain 
ed  the  original,  and  gave  aeertified  copy  to  the  clerk, 
as  set  forlb  in  my  defence,  and  tendered  it  to  the 
court,  for  the  purpose,  at  a  proper  time,  of  sustain- 
ing the  majesty  of  the  law  against  such  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  It,  and  to  purify  t!ie  court. 

Judge  Hall  was  liberated,  and  sent  beyond  the  lines 
of  my  encampment,  with  special  orders  not  To  re- 
lurn  as  long  as  the  enemy  should  be  on  our  coast. 
3ul  Mr.  Conrad  says  that  the  enemy  had  left  our 
coast  at  this  time;  and  the  necessity  of  martial  law 
ceased.  1  regret  such  loose  assertions.  Had  he  at- 
tended to  the  reC'Td,  he  would  have  found  that  Mr. 
Livingston  returned  from  Ihe  fleet  on  the  10th,  where 
he  had  been  lo  complete  Ihe  cartel  for  Ihe  exchange 
of  prisoners,  and  on  the  11th  Mr.  Blanchard  was  at 
the  Balize,  delivering  the  British  prisoners  lo  quar- 
ter master  Ledro,  from  whom  he  received  the  con- 
firmation that  there  were  seven  or  eight  men  in  New 
Orleans  from  whom  Ihe  Biitish  received  daily  infor- 
mation, and.  every  movement  of  my  troops.  Mr. 
Conrad  can  say  whether  Blanc  &  Co.,  with    his  two 


istonans,  were  not  suspected  of  being  part  of  this 
' '  eniy.     They 


h 

clique   who  corresponded    with    the    ei 

were  not  at  the  lines  of  defence 

Peace  b  ing  announced,  and  my  proclamation  pro- 
mulgated renio\ing  martial  law,' Judge  Hall  return 
ed  lo  the  city;  and  when  we  were  all  in  the  midst  of 
joy  and  pious  graiiliide  to  the  all-wise  Providence 
that  had  crowned  our  exertions  wilh  success,  he 
commenced  his  proceedings  against  me,  requiring 
me  to  attend  at  a  named  day,  and  show  cause  why  a 
writ  of  attachmeni  should  not  issue  against  me. 
Agreeably  lo  the  rule,  1  attended,  and  presented  my 
deience,  which  he  refused  to  hear.  The  result  was. 
that,  deprived  of  my  con.-liiiiiional  right  of  defence 


intended — that   is  to    say.  to  show  on    the  trial  of  a 
prosecution    ncainsi  me.  that  1  had  arrested  him  be- 
fore he  had  atiempted  lo  exercise  judicial  aulhorily 
in  my  camp,  then  urder  martial  law,  the  necessity  of 
dcrlarinc  said   law  bem?  admitled  by  him.'     Was  it 
consistent  wilh    the  character  of  an    upright  jiidre, 
after  pulling  me   iicder  the  rules  to  show  cause  why 
an  attachment  should   not  i-siie  a.'ainst   me.  and.  on 
my  appearance    with    my  defence,  trt  refuse  to  hear 
nie-^parlicularly  as  he  was  sitlinc  in  his  own  cause,     ' 
and    from   whose    judacment    Ihere    was  no   appeal.^ 
Lastly:  was  it  not  illeeal  and  unjust  in  him,  af^lerbe     i 
had  approved  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  on  the     . 
around  of  that  necessity  whose  office  it    is  to  make 
the  law  silent  when   this  is  indispensable  to  save  the    ^ 
republic.' — was  it  not,  I  say;  dishonorable    in  him  lo    ' 
institute  proceedinf?  against  me,  and   insult  and  fine     ^ 
me,  for  defending   Ihe    country  by  the    means  he  ap- 
proved and  applauded,  there  being  no  other  offence     . 
really  charged  against  me?     Is  there  a  man.  not  car- 
ried away  by  partv  feelings,  ^vh^,  hearing  the  fads, 
will    not   pronounce  it  one  of   the   most   unjust  and 
vindictive  decisions.ever  pronounced  by  a  judge? 

But  I  will  not  pursue  the  subject  further.  My, 
thanks  are  due  to  Ihe  legislatures  of  New  York, 
Ohio,  and  Michiiran,  for  their  expressions  calculated 
to  induce  congress  to  wipe  from  my  memory  Ihe  im- 
putation cast  upon  it  by  the  act  of  ibis  tyrannical 
and  vindictive  judge.  My  thanks  are  due,  also,  lo 
that  portion  of  Ihe  senate  which  has  expressed  a 
wish  to  refund  the  fine,  but  not  on  the  principle  con- 
tended for  by  those  who  amended  Ihe  original  bill.  I 
am  obliircd  to  regard  the  proviso  of  .Mr.  Bayard, 
adopted  by  the  majority,  as  intended  to  insult  my 
feelings.  What!  take  from  congress  money  instead 
of  justice?  When  I  apply  to  congress,  it  will  he  to 
demand  j.istice.  n"t  to  ask  a  favor.  The  patriotic 
states  of  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Michigan,  did  not  a-k 
congress  to  extend  lo  me  a  favor.  They  wanted  the 
slain  upon  my  character,  imposed  upon  il  by  Judge 
Hall,  without  good  reason,  wiped  away. 

With  the  smiles  of  Providence,  and  by  the  aid  of 
my  brave  compatriots  in  arms,  after  many  days  of 
toil  and  nights  of  watchfulness.  New  Orleans  was 
preserved  from  the  hostile  tread  of  a  foreign  foe, 
and  her  amiable  females  protected  from  insult  and 
follutinn.  In  the  struggle,  I  risked  my  health,  my 
life  and,  what  is  dearer  than  either,  my  reputation, 
and,  if,  the  honorable  senators  from  Louisiana, 
(Messrs.  Conrad  and  Barrow)  believe  that  I  ought 
lobe  fined,  and  disgraced  for  it,  I  leave  them  to  en-  - 
joy  all  the  satisfaction  which  so  refined  a  patriotism 
can  bring  them.  1  am,  very  sincerely  and  truly, 
your  friend,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

F.  P.  Blair,  CFq.  editor  nf  Ihe  Glebe. 
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IfUs/iiiigfi.a.  .July  14,  1642. 
Tn  Ihe  hruse  cfrfpnsentulims  rf  Ihe  Uiiiled  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resohilion  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  12th  inslant  riqnesting copies  of  pa- 
pers upon  the  subject  of  the  relations  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Ihe  Mexican  republic.  1  transmit 
a  report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  docu- 
ments by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Deparlmeut  rf.Hate,  JVa^hinglon,  July  13,  1342. 
Siu:  The  secretary  of  state  lo  whom  was  relerred 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  represenlatives  of  yes- 
terday, requesting  the  president  lo  cause  lo  be  com- 
municated to  that  house,  so  far  as  might  be  eompali- 
ble  wilh  the  public  interest,  copies  of  all  Ihe  corres- 
pondence between  Ihe  govemmenls  of  the  U.  Stales 
and  of  Mexico,  since  ihe  appointment  of  the  present 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  Slales  to  Mexico,  of  ihe  instructions  given 
to  that  minister  at  and  since,  his  departure  upon  his 
mission,  and  of  his  despa'cbes  to  this  govern. ueiit, 
and  particularly  of  any  complaint  of  the  government 
of  Mexico,  ai.eging  Ihe  toleration,  by  the  govern- 
ment ol  the  United  Slates,  of  hostile  interference  by 
their  citizens  in  the  war  between  Alexicoand  Texas, 
and  of  any  answer  on  the  part  of  this  government  to 
such  complaint,  has  the  honor  lo  lay  before  the  pre- 
sident the  papers  mentioned  in  the  accompanying 
list.     .411  wfiieh  is  respectfully  submitled. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
To  the  presUltnt  cfthe  United  States. 


and  allounn  111  tlie  streets  aiieruial  snail  be  appre- I  lie  fined  me  one  thousand  dollars;  and  suppressing 
bended  and  carried  to  the  provo.si  guard  for  exami- !  a  lull  record  of  the  proceeding,  he  compeltal  me  to 
nation."    1  his  proved  mconvcu.eiit  to  ihe  judge  « ho  I  have  one  made  out  on  the  oaliis   of  Aimer  L.  Dun-       Tl 


[TII.^NSL.\T10N'.] 

.\;i(>OTi«/  jialuce,  Mexico,  Miy  12, 1S42. 

,      ,    ,     ■       ,        L.   |.  - ,   ■;         -    -  —  ..— ^  «,.v  wi.  ,..io  ..aiii>   V.1  /:i..Mci  1^.  i.,iiii- 1       The   under-igned,  secretary  of  state  and   foreign 

vas  a  bache|.,,r,  and  spebl  his  evenings  w  ill,  ihe  1.-  '  can,  esq.,  Edward  Living.slou,  esq.,  and  Major  John  relations,  cujo,s  the  satisfaction  of  addressing  ihe 
dies.     He  applied  through  the  imirshal  to  be  exemp-    Keid,  w  ho  acted  as  my  ™uiisel.  honorable  reeietary  of  stale  of  Ihe  United  Stages  of 

ted  froiiithis  rule;  Wlucli  1  resisted,  unlil  it  w;.s  re- 1  from  lliese  fads,  which  Mr.  Conrad  will  notdare  to  I  Amerna,  hi  the  name  and  by  the  express  order  of 
pealed  by  Ihe  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  other  gen-  deny  over  las  own  signature,  1  have  the  right  lo  ask  1  his  excellency  the  piesidcnt  ollhe  Mexican  republic, 
liemcn  ol  high  standing,  when  it  was  granted  wilh  liiiu,  was  il  consistent  with  the  character  of  an  up- I  The  relalioiis  of  aniilv  and  good  liaiinony  which 
gital  reluclaiite.     Uuaer  VUis  o.-der,  he  passed  my  nghl  judge  to  alt«r  the  record,  for  the  base  purpose  1  hkne  happily  subsisted  between  thi»  aud  ysur  great 
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natinn  miglit  have  been  disturbed  m  a  lamentDhle 
mani  er.  since  the  year  1S35,  utieri  the  revuliiUoii  of 
Texas  brol<e  out,  If  tbe  iMexican  government  had 
not  given  so  many  evidences  of  its  foi'l)earance,  and 
had  not  made  so  many  and  so  great  socriticcs  for  tlie 
soke  of  pea-  e,  in  order  that  the  woe  Id  migh  nnt, 
wilh  p  lin  and  amazement,  see  the  t^vo  nations  which 
appear  to  he  destined  to  establish  the  policy  and  the 
intnrests  of  the  American  continent,  divided  and 
ravaged  by  the  evils  of  war. 

Put,  from  th  it  truly  unfortimate  period,  tbe  Mexi- 
can repuhlir  has  received  nothing  but  severe  iriju- 
ries  and  inflictions  from  tbe  citizens  of  the  Uniled 
Stales— the  Mexican  government  speaks  only  of  ihe 
citizens  of  the  ti'nited  States,  as  it  still  flalteVs  itself 
with  (lie  belief  that  it  is  not  the  government  of  that 
country,  which  has  promoted  the  insurrectmn  ill 
Texas,  which  has  favored  the  usurpation  of  its  terri- 
tory, and  has  supplied  the  rebels  with  ammunition, 
[irms,  vessels,  money,  and  recruits;  but  that  these 
laggressji/hs  have  proceeded  from  private  individuals, 
Itvho  have  not  respected  tbe  solemn  engagements 
»hicb  bind  tiigeiherthe  two  nations,  nor  tbe  trea- 
ties concluded  between  them,  nor  the  conduct,  os- 
itensibly  franck,  of  the  cabinet  of  Washington. 
[  It  is.  ho  vevcr,  notorious  that  the  insurgent  colo- 
nists of  that  integral  part  of  the  territory  of  tbe 
Mexican  republic  would  have  been  unable  to  main- 
lain  their  prolonged  rebellion  without  the  aid  and 
he  efficient  sympathies  of  citizens  of  Ihe  V.  Stales, 
ivho  have  publicly  raised  torces  in  their  cities  and 
lowiis,  have  fitted  out  vessels  in  their  ports,  and  la- 
ienthem  with  mniiliuns  of  war,  and  have  marched 
.0  commit  hostilities  against  a  friendly  nation,  under 
111  eyes  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities 
o  wlioin  are  entrusted  ilie  fulfilment  of  the  law. 

The    Mexican    government   enlcrtains  so  high  an 
ipinion  of  the  f  irce  of  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
id  States,  ai  d  of  its  power   to  restrain  those   of  its 
ubjecls  from  violating  the  religious  faith  of' treaties 
II  lemnly  conciutled   between    it  and  other  nations, 
ind  from  couiniiiting  hostilities  against  such  nations 
n  time  of  peace,  that  it  cannot  easily  comprehend 
low  lhi)se  persons  have  tieeii  able  to  evade  the  piin- 
shiuent  decreed  against  them  by  the  laws  of  the  U.  I 
Hates  themselves,  and  to  obtain  that  quiet  impunity 
vhicli  incessantly  encourages  them  to  continue  their 
tlacks.     It  IS  ivell  worthy  of  remark,  that  no  sooii- 
r  does  the  Mexican  government,  in  the  exercise  of 
Is  rights,  which  it  cannot  and  does  not  desire  to  re- 
ce,  prepare  means  to  recover  a  possession  usur- 
ed  from  it,  than  the  whole  population  in  the  United 
itates,   especially  in  the  southern  states,  is    in  coin- 
1otV.;n,  and  in    ihe  must  public  manner  a  large  [lor- 
f  them  IS  turned  upon  I'exas,  in  order  to  pce- 
ent  the  rebels  from  being  suljected  by  the  Mexican 
rms,  and  brought  back  to  proper  obedience. 
Could  proieedings  more  hostile  on  the  part  of  the 
nited   £}tates  have    taken  place  had    that  country 
een  at  war  wilii  the  iVlexicaii  lepuDlie?     Could  the 
insurgents  of  Texas   have   obtained   a   co-operation 
lore  effective  or  more   favorable  to  their  interesls: 
lertainiy   nut;  the  civilized    world   looks   on   with 
Iniazeiuent,  and  the  Mexican  go(eriiment  is  filled 
rith  unspeakaolc  regret,  as  it  did   hope,  and  had  a 
ighl  to  hope,  that,  living  in  peace  with   the  United 
jltales,  your  government  would  preserve  our  territo- 
y  from  the   invasions  of  your  own  subjects.     'I'he 
iicinity  of  a  Iriend   is  an  advantage  rather  than   an 
iiconvenience;   but  if  one    neighuor   oversteps  the 
;icred   limits  i.upused  by  treaties,  and  disturbs  and 
arrasses  another,  it  cannot  be  maintained  that  the 
leiidship  of  the  former  is  real,  and  that  much  cun- 
dence  should  be  placed  in  it. 
The  government  of  the  ->iexican  republic,  tlier^- 
ire,  nhicli  regards  the  faithful    t'uUiluieiit   of  trea- 
es  as  Us  highest  obligation,  which  anxiously  desires 
I  preserve  and    increase  its  Iriendiy  rela'luns  with 
le  I  e  iple  and  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
nda  Itself  under  the  necessity  of  protesting  soleinn- 
Li,.^ainst  the  aggressions  which  the  citizens  of  those 
uus  are  constanlly    repeating  upon   the  Mexican 
r  i;ory,  and  of  declaring  in  a  positive  manner,  that 
coiisider.s  as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of  amity   the 
•  ration  of  a  course  of  conduct  which  produces  an 
cuijipreheiisiuie  stale  of  thing.s — a  state  neither  of 
■uce  nor  war;  but   mfficting  upon   the  Mexican  re- 
jbiic    the  sauie   injuries  a. id  inconveniences  as   il 
ar    iiad    been  declared  between    the    two  nations 
liich  are  cailed  by  Providence  to  form   with  each 
her  relations  and   bonds  of  extreme  and  cordial 

lc,i:i,hip. 

And  the  undesigned,  in  complying  with  the  order 
Ijoni  Ihe  must  excellent  provisional  president  of  the 
ipunlie  of  jMexico,  assures  you,  air,  of  the  high  coii- 
'(     ueration  with  whicli  he  reuiains. 

Your  uuedieiit  servant, 

J.  M.  Uc-  ilOCANEGRA. 
To  the  hen.  Dunirl  ftcbiUr,  iecretarj/  of  slate  uf  the 
jiUid  maid  iij'  Amtnca. 


Mr.  H'ebaler  lo  Mi-..Thmnp'!on. 
Depnrlmint  cf  the  state,  (fusldnglon.  July  8,  1842. 
Sir:  On  the  29lh  of  last  m  )nlh,  a  communication 
was  received  at  this  department  from  Mi.  de  B''cane- 
gra,  secretary  of  state  and  foreign  relations  of  the  go- 
vernmenl  of  .Mexico,  having  been  forwarded  through 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Velasque  dc  Leon,  at  New  York, 
who  iniormed  the  department,  by  a  letter  accompany- 
ing that  of  Mr.  de  Bncanegra,  that  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed charge  d'afFairs  of  the  -Mexican  republic  to 
this  government,  alth'iugh  he  had  not  yet  presented 
his  credentials,  ^lr.  de  B  icanegra's  letter  is  addres- 
sed to  the  secretary  of  state  of  Ihe  United  States,  and 
bears  date  the  Utli  of  May.  A  copy,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  coinmnniiatinn  from  Mr.  Velasques  de 
Leon  Iraiismilting  il.  and  of  the  aiisver  to  Mr.  Ve- 
lasques de  Leon  Iro.n  this  department,  you  will  re- 
ceived herewith.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  despatch, 
you  will  immediately  address  a  note  to  Mr.  Bjcane- 
gra  in  which  you  will  say — 

That  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  State  has 
received  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  de  Bocane- 
gra,  under  date  of  the  l:ilh  May,  and  transmitted  to 
the  department  of  state  at  Washington  through  the 
agency  of  Air.  Velasques  de  Leon,  at  New  York,  who 
informs  Ihe  government  of  the  United  States  that  he 
has  been  appoinied  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  although  he  has  not  presented  his  letter  of 
credence. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  sees,  with 
regret,  the  adoption,  on  this  occasion,  of  a  form  of 
coMiminication  quite  unusual  'n  diplomatic  inter- 
course, and  for  which  no  necessity  is  known.  An 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  Uniled  States,  fully  accredited  to  ihe  government  1 
of  Mexico,  was  al  that  luomeiit  in  its  capit.il.  in  the 
actual  dist  harge  ol  his  functioiis,  and  ready  to  receive 
on  behalf  of  his  govenniient,  any  communication 
which  it  might  be  the  pleasure  of  the  president  of  the 
Mexican  republic  to  make  to  it;  and  it  is  nut  impro- 
per to  here  add,  that  it  has  been  matter  of  regret  with 
the  government  ofihe  United  Slates  thit  while,  being 
animated  with  a  sincere  desire  ai  all  times  to  cullivale 
the  most  amicable  relations  with  Mexico,  it  has  not 
failed  to  maintain  near  that  government  a  mission  of 
the  highest  rank  known  to  its  usages,  Mexico,  for  a 
long  time,  has  uaJ  no  representative  uearlhe govern-  i 
ment  of  the  United  Slates.  I 

But  the  manner  of  the  communication  from  Mr. 
de  Bocauegra,  however  novel  and  extraordinary,  is  I 
less  imporlaut  than  its  contents  and  character,  which  i 
surprise  the  guverniiient  of  the  United  States  by  a 
loud  complaint  of  the  violation  uf  its  neutral  dunes. 
.Tir.  de  bjcunegra,  speaking,  as  he  says,  by  the  ex- 
press order  ol  the  president  oi  the  .Mexican  republic, 
declares  that  the  umicaule  relations  between  the  t.vo 
couiuii  s  might  have  oeeiiiauieiilaoiy  disturbed. since 
die  year  lo3j,  .vheii  the  revolution  of  Texas  broke 
jut,  had  hut  iViexico  given  so  many  evidences  of  its 
loruearaiice,  and  nude  so  many  and  so  great  sacriiices 
lA-  the  sake  ol  peace,  in  order  that  the  world  might 
not  see  with  pain  a.iU  a.nazement  two  nations  which 
appear  destined  to  estaoush,  the  policy  and  interests 
ol  the  Aiueriean  continentdivided  and  ravaged  oy  the 
evus  of  war. 

This  language  implies  that  such  has  been  the  con- 
duct of  the  United  Slates  towards  Mexico  that  war 
.nust  have  eii-ueU  oeiore  the  present  tune  had  not 
.vlexico  made  great savTitices  to  avoid  such  a  result — 
a  charge  vvhicn  the  goveniuient  of  the  United  States 
utterly  denies  aiiU  repels.  It  is  wholly  igiiorant  ol  any 
sacrihces  made  by  ivicxieo  in  order  to  preserve  peace, 
or  ol  any  uccasiou  cailing  on  lis  goveriuuent  to  ma- 
nifest uncuniinon  Ibroearance.  On  the  contrary,  the 
governiueut  ol  the  United  States  cannot  out  ue  of 
opinion  that  if  the  history  of  the  occurrences  oetvveen 
me  t.vo  goverinuenls,  the  stale  of  things  at  this  nu- 
uient  existing  between  them,  be  regarded,  b  ,th  the 
one  and  the  other  will  de.uoiutrate  tiiat  it  is  the  con- 
duct of  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  which 
has  been  nia.ked,  in  an  especial  manner,  by  modera- 
liou  and  forudaraiice.  I.ijiiries  and  wrongs  have  Ueen 
sustained  by  cUizens  ol  the  United  Stales,  not  intlict- 
ed  by  individual  Mexicans,  but  Uy  the  authorities  of 
the  governmenl;  tor  which  injuries  and  wrongs  nii- 
iiieious  as  they  are,  and  outrageous  as  is  the  charac- 
ter of  some  ol  them,  and  acknowledged  as  they  are 
by  Mexico  herself,  redress  has  been  sought  only  by 
mild  anJ  peaceable  means,  and  no  indemnity  asked 
but  such  as  the  strictest  justice  imperatively  demand- 
ed. A  desire  not  to  dijiuru  the  peace  and  harmony 
ol  Ihe  two  cuunlries  has  led  tbe  government  of  the 
U.  States  to  be  content  with  the  lowest  measure  of 
reiuuneratiun.  Mexico  herself  must  admit  that,  in  all 
these  transacliuns,  the  eundiict  ol  the  United  States 
towards  her  has  been  signalized,  not  by  the  inttiction 
of  injuries,  but  by  the  uia..i,estiitlouof  aifieudij  fecl- 
I  iiijj  autl  a  cuucUiiilury  spinU 


The  gfu'ernment  of  (he  Uniled  States  will  not  be 
unjust  in  its  sentiments  towards  Mexico;  il  will  not 
imiiute  to  its  government  any  desire  to  disturb  the 
peace;  it  a"qnils  it  of  any  design  to  spread  Ihe  ravages 
and  horrors  of  war  over  the  two  countries;  and  it  leaves 
it  to  Mexico  herself  to  avow  her  own  motives  for  her 
pacific  policy,  if  she  have  any  other  motives  than  those 
of  expediency  and  justice,  provided,  hov.evier,  Ihat 
such  avowal  of  her  motives  carry  with  it  no  imputation 
or  reflection  upon  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the  V. 
States. 

The  revolution  in  Tc^as,and  the  events  connected 
with  it  and  springing  out  of  it.  are  Mr.  de  Bocane- 
gra's  principal  topic;  and  it  is  in  relation  to  these  Ihat 
his  complaint  is  founded.  His  government,  he  says, 
flatters  itself  thit  Ihe  government  of  the  United 
Slates  has  not  promoted  the  insurrection  in  Texas, 
favored  the  usurpation  of  its  territory,  or  supplied 
the  rebels  with  vessels,  ammunition,  and  money.  If 
Mr.  de  Bocanegra  intends  this  as  a  frank  admission 
of  the  honest  and  cautious  neutrality  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  ITnited  States  in  the  contest  between 
Mexico  and  Texas,  he  does  that  government  justice, 
and  no  more  than  justice;  hut  if  the  language  be  in- 
tended to  inliniate  an  opposite  and  a  reproachful 
meaning,  that  meaning  is  only  the  more  offensive  for 
being  insinuated  rather  than  distinctly  avowed.  Mr. 
dc  B  >caucgra  would  seem  to  represent,  that  from 
HS.'i  to  the  present  time  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
if  not  their  government,  have  been  aiding  rebels  in 
Texas  in  arms  against  the  lawful  authority  of  Mexi- 
co. This  is  not  a  little  extraordinary.  Mexico  may 
have  chosen  to  consider,  and  may  still  choose  to  con- 
sider, Texas  as  having  been  at  all  times  since  1835, 
and  as  still  continuing,  a  rebellious  pnvince;  hut  ihe 
world  has  been  obliiicd  to  take  a  very  different  view 
of  the  matter.  From  the  lime  of  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto,  in  April,  1836,  to  the  present  moment,  Tex- 
as has  exhibited  the  same  external  signs  of  national 
independence  as  Mexico  herself,  and  with  quite  as 
much  stability  of  government.  Practically  free  and 
inflependent,  acknowledged  as  a  political  severcign- 
ty  by  the  principal  powers  of  the  world,  no  hosti'e 
foot  finding  rest  within  her  territory  for  six  or  seven 
years,  and  Mexico  herself  refraining  for  all  that  pe- 
riod from  any  further  attempt  to  re-establish  her 
own  authority  over  that  territory,  il  cannot  but  be 
surprising  to  find  Mr.  de  Bocanegra  complaining  that 
for  that  whole  period  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  its  government,  have  been  favoring  the  rebels  of 
Texas,  and  supplying  them  with  vessels,  ammunition, 
and  money;  as  if  the  war  for  the  reduction  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Texas  had  been  constantly  prosecuted  by 
Mexico,  and  her  success  prevented  by  these  influences 
from  abroad. 

The  general  facts  appertaining  to  the  settlement  of 
Texas,  and  Ihe  revolution  in  its  government,  cannot 
hut  be  well  known  to  .Mr.  de  Bocanegra.  By  the  trea- 
ty of  the  2->d  of  February,  1819,  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain, Ihe  Sabine  was  adipted  as  the  li-ie 
of  b  undary  between  the  two  powers.  Up  to  that 
period  no  considera  de  colonization  had  been  effec- 
ed  in  Texas;  but  the  territory  between  the  Sabine 
and  the  Rio  Grande  being  confirmed  to  Spain  by  the 
treaty,  applications  were  made  to  that  power  for 
grants  of  land,  and  such  grants,  or  permissions  of 
settlement,  were  in  fact  m  ide  by  the  Spanish  autho- 
rities in  faviir  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  pro- 
posing tr.  emigrate  to  Te'icas,  in  numerous  fa'niiies, 
before  the  declaration  of  independence  by  Mexici'. 
And  these  early  grants  were  confirmed,  as  is  well 
known,  by  successive  acts  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment after  its  separation  frcii  Spain.  In  January, 
1823,  a  national  colonization  law  pa«ed,  holding o:.t 
strong  inducements  to  all  persons  whosh  luld  incline 
to  undertake  the  settlement  of  uncultivated  lands, 
and  although  the  Mexican  law  prohibited  for  a  ti.ne 
cilizens  of  foreign  countries  from  settling  as  colo- 
nists in  territories  immediately  adjoining  such  foreign 
countries,  yet  even  this  restriction  was  afterwards 
repealed  or  suspended.  So  that,  in  fact,  Mexico 
from  the  commencement  of  her  political  existence 
held  out  the  most  liberal  inducements  to  emigrants 
into  her  territories,  with  full  knowledge  that  these 
induceinents  were  likely  to  act,  and  expecting  they 
would  act,  with  the  greatest  effect  upon  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates;  especially  of  the  southern  states 
whose  agricultural  pursuits  naturally  rendered  the 
rich  lauds  of  Texas,  so  well  suited  to  their  accus- 
tomed occupations,  objects  of  desire  to  them.  I'he 
early  colonists,  of  the  United  States,  introduced  by 
iVIoses  and  Stephen  Auslm  under  these  iiiduee.i)eius 
and  invitations,  were  persons  of  most  respectable 
character,  and  their  undertaking  was  aitoiided  with 
very  severe  hardships, occasioned,  in  no  auiaii  degree, 
by  the  successive  changes  in  the  government  of  Mex- 
ico. They  nevertheless  persevered  and  accumpiisn- 
ed  a  settlement.  .\nd,  under  the  encouragements 
and  allurements  thus  held  out  by  Mexico,  oihereaii- 
jjraabi  I'oUowcd,  and  juaiiy  Uiv>u»aa(l  cv^loiusu  iiuui 
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Ilip  Ui.iieri  Si;i'.is  ;.nil  el^ev.  l:tMe  l-.3(l  s-ltled  in  Te\a« 
witliin  ten  years  from  llie  date  nf  Mexii-an  in.lepen- 
deuce.  Having  some  reason  to  romp'ain.  as  thev 
thoiisht,  of  the  government  over  lliem,  and  esper-ial- 
)y  of  (he  a'cressions  of  the  Mexiran  military  sta- 
tioned in  Texa*.  they  snuahl  relief  by  appljirg  to 
the  supreme  government  for  llie  separation  of  Tex- 
as from  Coaliuila  and  for  a  local  government  for 
Texas  itself.  Nothing  havini  siirreeded  in  this 
ohjecl,  in  the  proress  of  time,  in  the  progress  of 
events.  Ihey  saw  fit  to  attempt  an  entire  separation 
from  Mexi'co,  to  set  up  a  government  of  tlieir  own, 
and  to  eslahlisha  politit-al  sovereignty.  War  en- 
sued, and  the  buttle  of  San  Jarinto,  fon!;ht  on  the 
Slst'of  April,  1836,  anhieved  their  independence. 
The  war  was  from  that  time  at  an  end:  and  in 
March  follow  ng,  the  indepemlnnce  of  Texas  was  for- 
mally acknowledged  by  the  government  of  the  United 
Stjles. 

In  the  events  leading  to  the  actual  result  of  tliese 
hostilities,  the  United  States  had  no  agency  and  took 
no  part,  lis  government  had,  from  the  first,  abstain- 
ed from  giving  aid  or  succor  to  either  party.  It  knew 
its  neutral  obligations  and  fairly*ndeavored  to  fulfil 
them  all.  It  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
Texas  only  when  that  independence  was  an  apparent 
and  an  ascertained  fact;  and  its  example  in  this  par- 
ti-ular  has  been  followed  by  several  of  the  most  con- 
siderable powers  of  Europe. 

It  has  been  sometimes  stated,  as  if  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  more  reason  to  the  complaints  of  Mexico, 
that,  of  the  military  force  which  acted  against  .Mexi-  j 
CO  wilh  efficiency  and  success  in  1836,  a  large  portion 
consisted  of  volunteers  then  fresh  from  the  United  , 
Slates.  But  this  is  a  great  error.  It  is  well  ascer- j 
tallied  that  of  those  who  bore  arms  in  the  Texian  | 
ranks  in  the  bottle  of  San  Jacinto,  three  fourths  at 
least  were  colonists,  invited  into  Texas  by  the  grants 
and  the  colonization  laws  of  Mexico,  and  called  to 
the  field  by  the  exigencies  of  the  time,  in  1836,  from  [ 
their  farms  and  other  objects  of  private  pursuit.  I 

Mr.  de  Bocanegra's  complaint  i«  twofold:  first,  that  | 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have  supplied  the  rebels  i 
in  Texas  wilh  ammunition,  arms,  vessels,  money  and 
recruits — have  publicly  raised  forces  in  their  cities,' 
and  fitted  out  ves.sel3  in  their  ports,  loaded  them  with 
munitions  of  w:ir,  and  marched  to  commit  hostilities  j 
against  a  friendly  nation,  under  the  eye  and  with  the  [ 
knowledge  of  the  public  authorities.  In  all  this  Mr. 
de  Bocanegra  appears  to  forget  that  while  the  United 
States  are  at  peace  with  Mexico  they  are  also  at 
peace  wilh  Texas;  that  both  stand  on  the  same  foot- 
ing of  friendly  nations;  that  since  l.-i37  the  United 
Slates  have  regarded  Texas  as  an  independent  sove- 
reignly, as  mui-h  as  .Mexico,  and  that  trade  and  com-; 
mercB  with  citizens  of  a  government  at  war  with, 
Mexico  cannot,  on  that  account,  he  regarded  as  an  [ 
intercourse  by  which  assistance  and  succor  are  given  ' 
to  Mexican  rebels.  The  whole  current  of  Mr.  Bo- 1 
canegra's  remarks  runs  in  the  same  direction  as  if 
the  independence  of  Texas  had  not  been  a'  knowled- 
ged.  It  has  been  acknowledged;  il  was  ai'kn  iwledged 
in  1837,  against  the  remonstrance  and  protest  of 
Mexico;  and  most  of  the  acts  of  any  importance  of 
w  lich  Mr.  de  Bocanegra  complains  fl  iw  necessarily 
f- im  that  recognition.  He  speaks  of  Texas  as  still  i 
b<;ing  "Sn  integral  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Mexi- 1 
can  republic:"  hut  he  cannot  hut  undeisiand  that  the 
United  States  do  not  so  regard  it.  The  real  com- 
plaint of  .Mexico,  therefore,  is  in  substanne  naiilier 
more  nor  less  than  a  complaint  against  the  recogni- 
tion of  Texian  independence.  : 
It  may  be  thought  rather  late  to  repeat  that  com- 
plaint and  not  quite  just  to  confine  it  to  the  United 
States,  to  the  exemption  of  England,  France  and  Bel- 
gium, unless  the  United  Slates,  having  b  en  the  first 
t.)  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Mexico  herself, 
are  to  be  blamed  for  setting  an  example  for  the  re- 
cognition of  that  of  Texas.  But  it  is  still  true  that 
Mr.  de  B  icanegra's  specification  of  his  gr.ninds  of 
complaint  and  remonstrance,  is  mainly  c  nfined  to 
such  Iransaolions  and  occurremcs  as  are  the  natural 
consequence  ollhe  political  reial  inns  existing  between 
Texas  and  the  United  States.  .\i  kiiowledging  Texas 
t,)  be  an  independent  nation,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  course  allows  ai'd  enconr.iges  law- 
ful trade  and  commerce  between  the  two  countries, 
if  articles  contrahan  .  of  war  be  found  mingled  .vith 
this  commerce,  while  Mexico  and  Texas  arii  bellige- 
rent states,  Mexico  has  the  ri,j;lit  to  intercept  the 
transit  of  such  articles  to  her  enemy.  This  is  the 
common  riglitofa:l  belligerents,  and  belongs  to  :\lex- 
ico  in  the  same  extent  as  to  other  nations.  But  :Vlr. 
de  Bocanegra  is  quite  well  aware  that  is  it  not  the 
practice  of  nati.  iis  to  undertake  tii  prohibit  their  own 
subjects,  by  previous  laws,  from  li-aflicking  in  urli- 
cks  contraband  of  war.  Such  trade  is  carried  on  at 
the  risk  of  those  engaged  in  it,  under  the  liabilities 
and  penalties  prescribed  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  by 
particular  tieati»-3.     If  it  be  true,  therefore,  thai  ci- 


tizens of  the  United  Stales  have  been  emraged  in  a 
commerce  hv  which  Texas,  an  enemv  of  Mexico,  has 
been  supplied  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  the  ^ 
government  of  thn  United  Slates,  nevertheless,  was  ' 
not  bound  to  prevent  it,  could  not  have  prevented  it, 
wilhnut  a  manifest  departure  from  the  principles  of 
neiilralitv,  a:  d  is  in  no  wav  answerable  for  the  con-  ' 
sequences.  The  treaty  of  ihe  .Sih  of  April,  K3I.  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  itself  shows, 
most  clearlv.  how  little  foundation  there  is  for  the 
complaint  of  trading  wilh  Texas,  if  Texas  is  lo  be 
regarded  as  a  public  enemy  of  .Mexico.  The  six- 
teenth article  declares:  "It  shall  likewise  be  lawful 
for  Ihe  aforesaid  citizens,  respectively,  to  sail  with 
their  vessels  and  merchandise  before  mentioned,  and 
to  trade  with  the  sa'ne  liberty  and  security  from  the 
places,  ports,  and  havens  of  those  who  are  enemies 
of  both  or  either  party, .  without  any  opposition  or 
disturbance  whatsoever,  not  only  directly  from  the 
places  of  the  enemv  before  mentioned  to  neutral 
places,  but  also  fc-m  one  place  belonging  lo  an  ene- 
mv to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether 
they  be  under  jurisdiction  of  the  same  government 
or  under  several." 

The  18ih  arlicle  enumerates  those  commodities 
wlii'-h  shall  be  regarded  as  contraband  of  war,  but 
neither  that  nor  any  other  imposes  on  either  nation 
anv  duty  of  preventing  by  previous  regulation  com- 
merce in  such  articles.  Such  commerce  is  left  to  its 
orriinarv  fate,  according  lo  the  law  of  nations.  It  is 
only,  therefore,  by  insisting,  as  Mr.  de  Bocanegra 
does  insist,  that  Texas  i-  still  a  part  of  Mexico,  that 
he  can  maintain  any  complaint.  Let  it  be  repeated, 
therefore,  thai  if  Ihe  things  airainst  which  he  remon- 
strates be  wrong,  they  have  their  source  in  the  ori- 
ginal wrong  of  the  acknowledgement  of  Texian  inde- 
pendence. But  that  acknowledgement  is  not  likely 
lo  he  relractcfl. 

There  ca"  be  no  doiiht  at  all  that  for  the  last  six 
years  the  trade  in  articles  contraband  of  warbeliveen 
the  United  Stales  and  Mexico  has  been  greater  than 
between  the  United  States  and  Texas.  Il  is  probably 
greater  at  the  present  moment.  Why  has  not  Texas 
a  right  to  complain  of  this?  For  no  reason,  certain- 
ly, hut  hcause  the  permisson  to  trade,  or  the  actual 
trading  by  the  citizens  of  a  government  in  articles 
contraband  of  war,  is  not  a  breach  of  neutrality. 

.Mr.  de  Bocanegra  professes  himself  unable  to  com- 
prehend how  those  persons  of  whom  he  complains 
have  been  able  to  evade  the  punishment  decreed 
agiinst  them  by  Ihe  laws  of  the  United  States;  hut  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  Ihe  principles 
or  provisions  of  those  laws.  The  duties  of  neutral 
nations  in  time  of  war  are  prescribed  by  the  la»v  of 
n:itions,  which  is  imperative  and  binding  upon  ail  go- 
vernments; and  nations  not  unfrequently  establish 
municipal  regulations  for  the  better  government  of 
contluct  of  their  subjects  or  citizens. 

This  has  been  done  hy  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  maintain  with  greater  certainty  a  strict  and  impar- 
tial neutrality,  pending  war  bet.veen  other  countries. 
And  wherever  a  violation  of  neutral  duties,  as  they 
exist  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  any  breach  of  its  own 
laA'S,  has  been  hroiighfto  the  notice  of  the  govern- 
ment, attention  has  alvvays  been  paid  to  It. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  Texian  revolution  strict 
orders  were  given  hy  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
to  all  officers  on  the  snulh  and  southwestern  frontier 
to  take  rare  thai  those  la  vs  should  be  observed;  and 
the  attention  of  Ihe  government  of  the  United  Stales 
has  not  been  called  to  any  specific  violation  of  them 
since  the  manifest:ition  on  the  part  of  Mexico  of  an 
intention  to  renew  hostililies  with  Texas,  and  all  of- 
ficers of  llie  government  remain  charged  with  the 
strict  and  faithful  execution  of  these  la*'s.  On  a  re- 
cent occasion  complaint  was  mtide  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  Texas  that  an  armament  was  fitted  out  in 
the  United  States  for  the  service  of  Mexico  against 
Texas. 

Two  vessels  of  war,  it  was  alleged,  built  or  pur- 
chased in  the  United  Slates  for  theu>eof  the  govern 
menl  of  Mexico,  and  well  understood  as  intended  to 
be  employed  against  Texas,  were  equipped  and  ready 
to  sail  from  the  waters  of  IVew  York.  The  case  was 
carefully  iriquired  into,  official  examination  was  made 
and  legal  counsel  invoked.  It  appeared  to  be  a  case 
of  great  doubt,  but  Mexico  was  allowed  the  benefit 
of  that  doubt,  and  the  vessels  left  Ihe  United  Slates 
wilh  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  armament  actually 
onboard.  The  same  adniinistrati.>n  of  even-handed 
justice,  the  same  impartial  execution  of  the  laws  to- 
wards all  parlies,  will  continue  to  he  observed. 

If  forces  have  been  raised  in  the  United  Stales,  or 
vessels  fitted  out  in  their  ports  for  Texian  service, 
contrary  to  law,  no  instance  of  which  has  asjel  come 
the  knowledge  of  the  government,  pnunpt-  atlcnlion 
will  he  paid  lo  the  first  case,  and  to  all  (  ascs  which 
may  be  made  known  tu  it.  As  to  advances,  loans, 
or  donations  of  money  or  goods,  made  by  individuals 


to  the  government  of  Texas,  or  its  citizens.  Mr.  de 
Bocanegra  hardly  needs  to  be  informed  that  there  is 
nrlliing  unlawful  in  this,  so  long  as  Texas  isatpeace 
with  the  United  States,  and  that  these  are  things  ., 
which  no  government  undertakes  to  restrain.  Other 
citizens  are  equally  at  liberty,  should  they  he  so  in- 
clined, to  show  their  sood  will  towards  Mexico  hy 
the  same  means.  Still  less  can  the  sovernment  of  the 
United  St:ites  he  called  upon  to  interfere  wilh  opini- 
ons uttered  in  the  public  assemblages  of  a  free  peo- 
ple, accustomed  to  the  inilependenl  expression  of 
their  senlimenis,  resulting  in  no  \  iolation  of  the  laws 
of  their  countrv,  or  of  its  diHies  as  a  nrtitral  slate. — 
Towards  the  United  Stales,  Mexico  and  Texas  stand 
in  Ihe  same  relation,  as  independent  slates  at  war. — 
Of  the  character  of  that  war  mankind  will  form  their 
own  opinions,  and  in  the  United  States  at  least  the 
utterance  of  those  opinions  cannot  he  suppressed. 

The  second  part  of  M.  do  Bocanegra's  complaint 
is  thus  stated:  "No  sooner  does  the  Mexican  goT- 
ernment.  in  Ihe  exercise  of  its  rights,  which  it  can- 
not and  does  noi  de-ire  to  renounce,  prepare  means 
to  recover  a  possession  usurped  from  it,  than  the 
whole  population  nf  ihe  United  Slates,  especially  in 
the  southern  slates,  is  in  commotion;  and,  in  the  most 
public  manner,  a  large  portion  of  them  is  directed 
upon  Texas." 

.^nd  how  does  Mr.de  Bocanegra  suppose  that  the 
government  of  the  United  Slates  can  prevent,  or  is 
bound  lo  undertake  to  prevent  the  people  from  thus 
going  to  Texas?  This  is  emigration;  the  same  emi- 
gration, though  not  under  the  same  rircumslances, 
which  .Mexico  invited  lo  Texas  before  the  revolution. 
These  persons,  so  far  as  is  known  to  the  government 
of  Ihe  United  Stales  repair  to  Texas  not  as  ciliz.eus 
of  the  United  States,  but  as  ceasing  to  be  such  citi- 
zens, and  as  changing  at  the  same  time  their  allegi- 
ance and  their  domicil.  Should  they  return  after 
having  entered  into  the  service  of  a  foreign  stale, 
still  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  it 
viiil  be  for  the  aiithorilies  of  the  Unileil  Slates  gov- 
ernment to  determine  how  far  they  have  violated  the 
municipal  la*s  of  the  country,  and  what  penalties 
they  have  incurred.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  does  not  maintain,  and  never  has  maintained, 
the  doctrine  of  the  perpetuity  .  f  natural  allegiance. 
And  surely  Mexico  maintains  no  such  d.>ctrinc;  be- 
cause her'actiially  exi.ting  govornment,  like  that  of 
the  United  States,  is  founded  in  the  principle  that 
men  may  throw  off"  the  obligation  of  thai  allegiance 
lo  which  they  are  born. 

The  government  of  Ihe  United  States,  from  its 
origin,  iias  maintained  legal  provisions  for  the  nalii- 
raliz  ition  of  such  subjects  of  foreign  slates  as  may 
choose  to  come  hither  and  make  their  home  in  the 
country,  and  renouncing  their  former  allegiaoce,  and 
complying  with  certain  slated  requisitions,  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  character  of  citizens  of  this  go- 
vernment. Mexico  herself  has  laws  granting  equal 
facilities  to  the  naluralizatim  of  foreigners. 

On  the  other  hand  the  United  States  have  not  pass- 
ed  any  law  restraining  their  own  cilizei  s,  native  or 
naturalized,  from  leaving  the  country  and  forming 
political  relations  elseivhere.  Nor  do  other  govern- 
mcnls,  in  modern  times,  attempt  any  such  thing.  It 
is  true  that  there  are  governments  which  assert  the 
principle  of  perpetual  allegian  -e;  yet,  even  in  cases 
where  this  is  not  rather  a  matter  of  theory  than 
practice,  the  duties  of  this  supposed  continuing  alle- 
giance are  left  to  be  demanded  of  the  subject  him- 
self, w  hen  within  the  reach  of  Ihe  power  of  his  for- 
mer government,  and  »s  exigencies  may  arise,  and 
are  not  attempted  to  he  enforced  by  the  imposition  of 
previous  restraint  preventing  men  from  leaving  their 
countrv. 

i  Upon  this  subject  of  the  emigration  of  individuals 
from  neutral  lo  belligerent  stales,  in  regard  lo  which 
Mr.  de  Bocanegra  appears  so  indignant,  we  must  be 
allowed  to  bring  Mexico  into  her  own  presence,  to 
compare  her  wilh  herself,  and  rtspeclfiilly  invite  her 
lo  judge  the  mailer  by  her  oh  n  principles  and  her 
ownc  nduct.  In  her  great  struggle  against  Spain 
for  her  own  independence,  did  she  not  open  her  arms 
wide  lo  receive  all  who  would  come  to  her  from  any 
part  of  the  world?  And  did  not  nuiltilndes  Hock  lo 
her  new  raised  slandard  of  liberl)  from  the  United 
Stales,  from  England,  Ireland,  France,  and  Italy, 
many  of  whom  dislingiii-hed  themselves  in  her  ser- 
vicej  bolli  by  sea  and  land?  She  does  not  appear  lo 
have  supposed  that  the  governments  of  these  per- 
sons, thus  coming  lo  unite  Iheir  late  with  hers,  were, 
by  allowing  the  einigralion,  even  pending  a  civil  war 
furnishing  just  cause  of  oH'ciice  to  Sp;iin.  Eien  in 
her  military  operations  against  Texas,  Mexico  eni- 
plovcd  many  foreign  emigrants;  and  it  may  bo 
thought  rem;iVkable  that  in  those  very  operations,  not 
long  befuc  the  haltle  of  San  Jacinto,  a  native  citizen 
of  Ihe  Liiitcd  States  held  high  command  in  her  ser- 
vice and  performed  feats  of  no  mca.i  significance  in 
Texas.     Of  tlial  toleration  Uierefore,  as  she  calls  it, 
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and  v/liich  she  now  so  warmly  Henounccs  Mexir.o,  in 
Ihal.  hour  of  her  emergen  y,  emhracerl  the  benufits 
eagerly,  and  to  llie  full  extent  of  her  power.  Mav 
we  not  ask  them  how  she  can  reconcile  her  pre-^ent 
complaints  with  lier  own  practice,  as  well  as  how 
she  acoounls  for  so  lon^  and  unbroken  a  silence 
upon  a  subject  on  which  her  remonstrance  is  now  so 
loud.' 

Spain  chose  to  regard  Mexico  only  in  tlie  li^ht  of 
a  rebellious  province  for  near  t-venty  years  after  she 
had  asserted  her  own  independence.  0  les  Mexico 
now  admit  lliat,  for  all  that  period,  not.vithstanilin? 
lier  practical  emancipalinn  from  Spanish  power,  it 
was  unlawful  for  llie  subjects  and  citizens  of  other 
governments  to  carry  on  with  her  the/Ordinary  busi- 
ness of  commerce,  or  to  accept  her  tempi  in  r  offers 
to  emigrants?     Certainly  such  is  not  her  opinion. 

Might  it  not  be  asked,  then,  even  if  the  U.  States 
had  not  already  and  long  ago  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas,  how  long  they  should  be  ex-  I 
pected  to  wait  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object 
now  existing  only  in  purpose  and  inlention  of  the  re-  j 
subjugation  of  that  territory  bj  >IeKico? 

How  long,  let  it  be  asked  in  the  judgment  of  Mexi- I 
CO  herself,  is  the  fact  of  actual  independence  to  be  i 
held  of  no  avail  a;;ainst  an  avowed  purpose  of  fu-  ' 
tiire  re-conquest?  j 

Mr  de  Boranegra  is  pleased  to  say,  that  if  war 
actually  existed  between  the  two  couotries.  proced-  ' 
ings  more  histile  on  the  part  of  the  Uniled  Stales 
could  not  have  taken  place  than  have  taken  place, 
nor  the  insurgents  of  Texas  obtained  more  effectual 
co-operation  than  they  have  obtained.  I 

This  opini'»n,  however  hazardous  to  the  discern- 
ment and  just  estimate  of  things  of  those  who  avow  : 
it,  is  yet  abstract  and  theoretical,  and  so  far  harm-  j 
less.  I 

The  effi-.iency  of  American  hostility  to  .Mexico  | 
has  never  been  tried;  the  government  has  no  desire  I 
to  try  it.  It  would  not  disturb  the  peace  fru-  the  sake 
of  showing  how  erroneously  Mr.  de  Bocauegra  has  ' 
reasoned;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  trusts  that  a  ' 
just  horie  may  be  entertained  that  Mexico  vviil  not  i 
inconsiderately  and  needlessly  hasten  into  an  expe-  [ 
tneiit  by  which  the  truth  or  fallacy  nf  his  sentiments  ; 
may  be  brought  ta  an  actual  ascertainment. 

Mr.  de  Bocanegra  declares,  in  conclusi  in,  that  his 
government  finds  itself  under  the  necessity  .'f  pro- 
testing soiemnlv  against  the  aggressions  which  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  are  reiterating  upon  the 
Mexican  territory;  and  of  declaring,  in  a  positive 
manner,  that  it  will  consider  as  a  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  the  tiderati  m  of  that  course  of  con- 
duct, which,  he  alleges,  inflicts  on  the  Mexican  re- 
public the  injuries  and  inconveniences  of  war. 

The  pres.dent  Exceedingly  regrets  both  the  senti- ! 
ment  and  the  manner  of  this  declaration.  But  it 
can  admit  but  of  one  ans^ve^.  The  Mexican  govern- 
ment appears  to  require  that  which  could  not  be 
granted,  in  whatever  language  or  whatever  tone  re- 
quested. The  government  of  the  United  States  is  a 
government  of  law.  ' 

The  chief  executive  magistrate,  as  well  as  func- 
tionaries in  everj  other  department,  is  restrained  and 
guided  by  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the  land. 
Neither  the  constitution  nor  the  law  of  the  land,  nor 
principles  known  to  the  usages  of  modern  stales,  au- 
th  rizes  hiai  to  interdict  lawful  trade  between  the 
United  Slates  ami  Texas;  or  to  prevent,  or  attempt 
to  prevent,  individuals  from  leaving  the  United 
Slates  for  Texas,  or  any  other  foreign  country. 

If  such  individuals  enter  into  tne  service  of  Texas 
or  any  other  foreign  slate,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  no  longer  holds  over  them  the  shield 
of  its  protection.  They  must  stand  or  fall  in  their 
newly  assumed  character,  and  according  to  the  for- 
tunes which  may  betide  it.  But  the  governinenl  of 
the  United  States  cannot  be  called  upon  to  prevent 
their  emigration;  and  it  must  be  added,  that  the  con- 
stitution, public  treaties,  and  the  laws  oblige  the 
president  to  regard  Texas  as  an  independent  state, 
and  its  territory  as  no  part  of  the  territory  of  .Mexi- 
co. Kvery  provision  of  law,  every  principle  of  neu- 
tral obligation,  will  be  sedulously  enforced  in  rela- 
tion to  Mexico,  as  in  relation  to  other  powers,  and 
to  the  same  extent  and  with  the  same  integrity  of 
purpose.  All  this  belongs  to  the  constitutional  power 
and  duty  of  the  government,  and  it  will  all  be  fulfil- 
led. But  the  continuance  of  amity  with  Mexico 
cannot  be  purchased  at  any  higher  rate,  ll  the  peace 
of  the  two  countries  is  to  be  di^turlied,  the  res|x>iisi- 
biliiy  will  devolve  on  Mexico.  She  must  be  answer- 
able for  consequences.  The  United  States,  let  it  be 
again  repeated,  desire  peace.  It  would  be  with  inli- 
nite  pain  that  Ihey  should  find  themselves  in  h  istile 
I'elatK.ns  witii  any  of  the  new  governments  on  this 
continent.  But  their  government  is  regulated,  limit- 
eil,  full  of  the  spirit  of  liberty,  but  surrounded,  ne- 
veriheless,  with  just  restraints;  and,  greatly  ami  fer- 
vently  as  it  desires  peace  with  all  states,  and  especi- 


ally with  its  more  i^iimediate  neighbirs,  vet  no  fear 
•of  a  difl'erent  state  of  things  can  be  allowed  to  in 
lerrupt  Its  course  of  equal  and  exact  jiislne  to  a'' 
nations,  nor  to  jostle  it  out  of  the  constitutional  or- 
bit in  which  it  revolves. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DVNIEL  WEBSTER. 
To  fVtuldy  Thompson,  e'q  Sfc. 

MR.  WEBSTER  TO  MR.  THOMPSON. 

Department  (.f  slate,  IVasliini^ltyn.  July  l^i.  Itj42. 

Sir:  After  writing  t'l  you  on  the  Sth  insl.  1  receiv. 
ed,  through  the  same  channel  as  tlie  former,  Mr.  de 
Bicanegra's  second  letter,  and  at  the  saaieJime  your 
d-'spatch  of  the  6th  of  June,  and  vour  private  letter 
of  the  21st.  This  last  lellerofMr.de  Bocanegra 
was  written,  as  you  will  see,  before  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  expect  an  atis-ver  to  his  first,  wliich  an- 
swer .is  now  forwarded,  and  shows  the  groundless 
nature  of  the  complaints  of  Mexico.  The  letter  it- 
self  is  highly  excep!ionable  and  offensive. 

It  imputes  violations  of  honor  and  good  faith  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  not  only  in  the 
most  unjust,  but  in  the  most  indecorous  manner. 
You  have  not  spoken  of  it  in  terms  too  strong  in 
your  circular' to  the  members  of  the  diplomatic 
corps. 

On  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  write  •»  note  to  Mr. 
de  Bocanegra,  in  which  you  will  say:  thai  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  the  United  Siates,  on  the  9lh  of  Ja- 
ly,  received  his  letter  of  the  31st  of  May:  that  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates  considers  the  language 
and  tone  of  that  letter  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  the  United  States,  and  highly  offensive,  as  it  im- 
putes to  Iher  government  a  direct  breach  of  faith: 
and  that  he  directs  that  no  other  answer  be  given  to 
it  than  the  declaration  that  the  conduct  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  war 
between  Mexico  and  Texas,  having  been  always 
hitherto  governed  by  a  strict  and  impartial  regard  to 
its  neutral  obligations,  will  not  be  cha-iged  or  alter- 
ed in  ny  respect  or  in  any  degree.  If  for  this  the 
government  of  Mexico  shall  see  fit  to  change  the  re- 
lati  ins  at  present  existing  between  the  two  countries, 
theresponsibiiity  re.nains  with  herself. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D\!ViEL  WEBSTER. 

To  IVilddy  Thompson,  esq.,  etwny  exir.xnrillnary  and 
minister  pLtniimtentitiry  of  tin:  Unitf,l  Stales,  J\f  rico. 


APPOUIIOM»lE\T  BII-L. 


MR.  AD\MS'  REPORT. 
Mr.  Ad.\ms,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the 
subject  had   been   referred,  su'iuiilted  the  following 

REPORT: 
The  select  committee   to   whim    was   referred   the 
message  of  the  president  of  the'Un.ted  Sia'es  on 
the  2oth  inst.  annoiincing  to  tlie  house  that  he  had 
approve*!  and  signed  an   a'*t  which  originated  in 
this  house,  entitled  '-An  act  for  an  apportionineni 
of  representatives  among  tlie  several  states  accord- 
ing to  the  sixth  census,"  and  had  cau.sed  the  same 
to  be  deposited    in    the   offi :;e  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  accompanied  by  an  exposition  of  his  reasons 
for  giving  to  it  his  sanction."  have  deemed  it  tlieir 
duty  to  confine  their  consideration  exclusively  to 
the  .subject  referred  to  them  by  the  h-iuse. 
Reason,  j.istice,  and  the  religion  of  holy  writ,  en- 
join with  equal  and   concurring  authority  upon  man 
the  most  anxious  and  scrupulous  care  in  the  compo- 
sition and  faithful  custody  of  the  rule  of  conduct  pre- 
scribed to  him  in  the  form  of  law — the  sacred  volume 
of  divide  inspiration  closes  by  pronouncing  the  most 
awful  of  curses  upon  evi?ry  man  wh  >  shall  add  to  or 
lake  away   from   its  w  rds.      The  constituti  m  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  manifest  a  solicitude  scarce- 
ly  less  intense  for  the  accuracy  and   authenticity  ol 
the  composition  of  the   laws.     Without  referring  to 
the  fact  that  no  proposition  for  the  enactment  of  a 
law   can    be   effected    by   congress    without   passing 
through  t  vo  separate  branches  of  the  legislature,  a-id 
by   the  rules  for  transacting  business,  without  being 
read  six  several  times,  on  as  many  different  da_\s,  ami 
requiring,  besides,  the  actiin   of  the  chief  execiitlvi 
magistrate,  to  give   it  validity,  the  manner  in  whicl. 
the  constitution  prescribes  that  executive  action,  is 
itself  provided  with  a  minuteness  of  exposition  evi 
dently  intended  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  all  intra 
sion^or  diminution.     By  conferring  on  the  presideni 
the  power  of  approving  and  si;ning  the  acts  of  coa 
gress  before  tliey  can  acquire  the  sanct:t/  of  law,  an- 
the  further  authority  ol  objecting,  for  reasons  assign 
ed,  to  their  enactment,  the  constitution,  with  equa 
conciseness  and  precision,  has  prescribed  three  sevi 
ral  modes  of  action,  required    f  the  president,  in  tli 
exercise  of  this  perogative,  u  on  the  acts  presenle. 
to  him  having  passed  both  h  uses,  been  examine. 
carelully,  aad  reported  by  a  j  -int  committee  of  en- 


rolled bills,  siirncd  by  the  speaker  of  the  ho„s„  and 
■he  presiilent  of  Ihc  senate,  in  presence  of  their  re- 
spective houses— the  constituti. m  enjoins,  first,  '-ih-.t 
if  he  approves,  he  shall  sign  it."  That  is  all  his 
power— that  is  all  his  duty.  No  power  is  given  him 
to  alter,  to  amend,  to  comment,  or  to  assign  reasons 
for  the  performance,  of  his  duty.  His  si"gnature  is 
the  exclusive  evidence  admitted 'by  the  co'nslituli-.n 
of  his  approval;  and  all  addition  of  extraneous  mat- 
ter can.  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  he  regarded 
in  no  r^her  light  than  a  defacement  of  the  public  re- 
cords and  archives.  Secondly,  "hut  if  not,"  that  is, 
if  he  do  not  approve  the  act,  ""he  shall  return  it.infft 
/!!■:  rhjrr.lvm^,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall  have  ori- 
linatfd,  who  shall  enter  the' objections  at  large  on 
their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after 
such  reconsideration,  two  lliirds  of  that  house  shall 
agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with 
the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall 
likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  bv  two- 
thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  im.  'But  in 
all  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  he  deter- 
mined by  yeas  anil  najs,  and  the  names  of  Ihe  per- 
sons voting  for  and  against  Ihe  bill  shall  be  entered 
on  the  journal  ofea'h  house,  respectively"  And  in 
this  case,  ihe  duly  of  the  president  is  to  return  the 
bill  to  the  house  where  it  originated,  with  his  obj.'C- 
tions  to  its  becoming  a  law.  The  bill  pisses  out  of 
his  possession,  and  never  returns  to  it.  F-lis  reasons 
form  no  part  of  the  hill,  and  no  instance  has  occurred, 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  of  a  hill 
to_whirh  the  president  has  objected,  becoming  a  law. 
"Thirdly.  If  any  hill  stiould  not  be  retunied  by 
Ihe  president  within  ten  days  .Sundays excepted)  af- 
ter it  shall  have  been  presented  to"  him.  the  same 
shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it, 
unless  congress  by  their  adjournment,  prevenTits  re- 
turn, in  which  case  it  slnll'not  he  a  law."  The  same 
provisions  are  r-pntel  fir  every  or  ler,  res  iluti  m, 
or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  mav  be  necessary,  (except 
on  a  questionofadi'Mirnment;)  before  they  sh  ill  take 
effect.  Such  are  the  minute,  it  might  alm-ist  be  said 
the  microscope,  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  preserve  pure  and  inviolate  from 
all  a.ldition  or  diminution  the  text  of  the  law;  and 
the  same  caulio'is  ami  prudent  spirit  was  equally 
manifested  by  the  first  congress  of  the  United  States, 
in  providing  for  the  preservation  and  safe  keeping  of 
the  public  acts  and  records  which  constitute  the  sta- 
tute laws  of  this  union. 

At  the  first  sessi-m  nf  the  first  congress  of  the 
United  States,  organized  under  this  constituti  m,  a 
department  of  the  government  was  instituted  for  the 
express  purpose  of  providing  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  acts,  records,  and  seal  of  Ihe  United  Stales.  It 
is  so  declared  expressly  in  the  title  of  the  act  insti- 
tuting the  department  of  state. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  congress  un- 
der the  present  constitution,  one  of  their  first  acts 
was  to  institute  an  executive  department,  denominat- 
ed Ihe  department  of  foreign  alfairs.  Such  a  depart- 
ment had  existed  under  the  old  organization  of  the 
confederation.  But  the  congress  of  the  conferatiim 
had  no  legislative  powers,  and  therefore  no  laws  lo 
keep  and  prest-rve.  At  the  very  same  session,  there- 
fore, of  the  first  congress  of  Ihe  United  States,  a  d 
within  two  months  after  the  establishment  of  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs,  withnut  repealing  that  act, 
on  Ihe  15th  September  173.).  congress  passed  another 
act  to  provide  f.T  the  safe  keeping  of  the  acts,  re- 
cords, and  seal  of  Ihe  Uniled  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,  by  the  fiist  section  of  which  it  was  provid- 
ed that  the  executive  department  denominated  the 
department  of  f.ircign  affairs  sh.iuld  the-eafter  be  de- 
nominated the  department  of  state,  and  that  the  prin- 
cipal officer  therein  should  tie  called  the  secretary  uf 
stale.  ■" 

And  by  the  2.1  section  of  this  act,  in  addit  on  to 
Ihe  duties  required  of  the  secretary  by  the  act  estab- 
lishing  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  it  is  provid- 
■d,  "that  whenever  a  bill,  order,  resolutiim,  or  vote 
if  the  senale  and  hiiise  of  representatives,  hmng 
brm  approved  and  signed  by  the  president  of  the  Unit"- 
ed  States  or,  not  having  been  returned  by  him  with 
ills  objections,  shall  become  a  la.v,  or  take  effect,  it 
hall  forth  .vith  thereafter  be  received  by  the  said secre-  ■ 
'iryf'romthe  president;  and  whenever  a  bill,  resolution, 
r  vote,  shall  be  returned  by  the  president,  with  his 
ibjections,  and  shall,  on  being  reconsidered,  be 
igreed  to  be  passed,  and  approved  by  two-thirds  of 
inth  houses  of  congress,  and  thereby  become  a  law 
r  take  effect,  it  shall  in  such  case  be  received  hy  the' 
li.l  secrelary  fr  im  the  president  of  the  senateor  the 
peaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  whieh-o- 
ver  it  shall  have  been  so  approved;  and  the  said  se- 
retary  shall  as  so.m  as  convi-niently  may  be  after 
K  shall  receive  the  s:i  iic  ca  ise  every  suoh  Livv, 
•der,  resolution,  and  vot3  to  be  published  tn  at 
.east  three  ol  the  public  ne  vspapcrs  printed  witljin 


5^0 


NII-ES'  NATIONAI.  REOISTRR— JULY  23.  IS42-TriE  APPOIITIONMKNT  BUT,. 


tlie  Uniled  Sintes.  and  two  printed  copies.  Hiilv  an-  e<l  willi  Ihe  law  whif-b  tlie  serrnarv  rerpivpd  willi 
till  ntii-atpd,  to  be  sent  to  the  exeriilivp  aiitliorilv  of  it?  Is  it  to  form  a  part  of  the  law  of  Ihe  land?  Ifil  I 
eMf-h  stale;  avl  he  shall  carefully  preserve  the  orisi- ;  i«,  in  what  does  it  differ  from  the  principle  lliat  the  | 
nals.  a:id  shall  eaiise  Ihe  same  to  he  recorded  in  proclamation  of  the  president  siiperredes  and  annuls  1 
lioiks  to  he  provided  for  the  purpose;  Ihe  latter  part  Ihe  la  vs  of  congress  If  it  he  not  the  law  of  Ihe  I 
of  •vhich  provisions  have  since  heen  repealed.  |  land,  of  what  possible   use  can   it  be;  ivhat  possible  I 

It  w  ill  be  observed  that  all  the  prnvisinns  of  this  ciaim  can  it  have  to  be  deposited  wilh  the  laws  in 
law  are  adapted  with  the  most  scrupulous  accuracy  ,  the  public  archives  of  the  land?  What  lisht  have  ; 
lo  the  three  several  modes  of  action  prescribed  i  the  reasons  of  the  president  for  sivriinq:  an  act  of 
to  the  president  by  the' constitution  of  Ihe  United  cnn<rress  to  he  deposited  amonj  the,  laws,  to  which  j 
States  in  the  enact  iient  of  the  lavs;  and  thev  are  ,  the  reasons  of  every  member  of  either  house  of  con- j 
all  equallv  marked  by  the  constant  and  unreinilted  |  sress  for  votinj  for  the  same  hill  are  not  equally  en- 
assiduity  to  eNcliide  from  all  possible  inlrusii.n  of  es-  titled?  And  if  the  exposition  of  the  reasons  oi'  the 
traneous  or  spurious  matter,  the  composition  of  the  president  for  si^inins  one  act  of  conjrcss  are  entitled 
l:i  vs.  I  to  he  deposited  with  the  secretary  of  state  in  com- 1 

But  in  the  messa:;e  of  the  president  to  this  house,  j  pany  wilh  the  law,  what  principle  \<^  there  which 
and  by  Ihe  house  referred  lo  the  commiltee.  he  hjs  will  not  appiv  in  every  case  of  a  hill  sijned  by  the 
informed  the  house  not  only  that  he  had  approved  and  '  president?  The  reasons  of  Ihe  president  for  si^nin; 
signed  the  apportionment  hill,  but  that  he  had  cans-  j  a  hill  may  be  various  and  complicated.  They  may 
ed  the  same  to  be  icfndled  in  Ihe  rffice  (f  the  sfcrelary  rest  in  part  or  entirely  upon  a  construction  of  the 
of  stfilf,  accompanied  by  an  exposition  of  his  reasons  i  provisions  of  the  art,  peculiar  to  the  president,  and 
fjr  givine:  to  it  his  sanction.  I  directly   opposed   to  that  of  every  member   of  both 

It  i*  remark  ible  that,  in  this  annunciation  of  what  I  houses   of  con'^ress  who    parsed   the    act.     Then  it 


he  has  done  wilh  Ihe  apportionment  act,  there  is  a 
deparliire  not  only  from  the  lan^ua-'e  hut  from  the 
substance  of  the  la*  prescribinj;  to  him  his  duties  in 
this  respect.  The  law  requires  that  if  the  presi  lent 
niiiir(;?'e  an  act  presented  lo  him,  after  haviiej;  passed 


conies  to  Ihe  principle  that  Ihe  whole  slatutorv  pow- 
ers of  congress  are  subordinate  to  the  clandestine 
constructive  ratiocination  of  the  president. 

The  committee   can   find   in  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  no  authoritv  e;iveu  to  Ihe 


li  ith  houses  of  congress, /le  slialt  sign  i(,  and  that,  I  president  for  depositinj  in  the  department  of  state  an 
f  rihirilh.  the  secretary  of  state  shall  receive  il  from  I  exposition  of  his  reasons  for  si.jninj  an  act  of  con- 
the  presideni;  and  il  is  amnna;  the  duties  of  the  se-  gress  made  by  his  siu:nature  a  law,  and  most  especi- 
cr^'tarv  of  siate  thereafter  ciivc/n/iy  (o  ju-Mtrre  the  i  ally  none  for  makin;  the  deposite  in  company  wilh 
criminals,  and  lo  cause  the  same  lo  he  published, —  the  law,  No  such  power  is  expressly  conferred  by 
The  functions  both  of  the  presiilent  and  secretary  of  I  the  constilulion;  none  such  is  necessary  or  proper 
itate  are  jtersonal;  and  the  motives  of  the  leiislalure  |  fir  scivina;  effect  to  any  other  power  expresslv  grant- 
in  making  them  so  are  obviously  to  preserve  inviolate  [  ed  to  him.  They  believe  it  to  he  a  power,  the  tide- 
the  purity  of  llie  text  of  the  law,  and  to  guard  it  from  ^  ration  of  which  would  be  of  the  most  dansreroiis  and 
all  possible  interpolation  or  efldceiuent.  The  same  i  pernicious  tendency;  and  ihev  deem  it  the  duty  of 
personal  dutv,  is  pres -rihed  in  the  case  of  an  act  |  the  house  to  arrest  and  resist  this  first  attempt  to  ex- 
which,  after  having  been  objected  to  by  the  presi- j  eicise  it.  They  have  reason  to  believe  that,  unless 
dent,  shall,  not  vi-.h^tanding  his  objeclions,  have  be- j  disavowed  and  discountenanced  in  this  first  exam- 
come  a  law,  [n  such  case,  the  la'V  requires  thai  the  I  pie,  its  consequences  may  contribute  to  prostrate  in 
act  should  be  j-mireii  by  the  secretary  of  state  from  the  dust  the  authority  of  the  very  law  which  Ihe 
t'lc  president  of  the  senate,  oi-  from  the  speaker  of   president  has  approved  with  the  accompaniment  of 


use  of  representatives,  in  whichsoever  house 
i  shall  he  so  approved.  The  principle  of  our  legis- 
lition,  regarding  Ihe  composition  of  the  laws,  is  not 
to  leave  the  in-itriunent  containing  the  law — no,  Hot 
one  moment— out  of  the  custody  of  a  highly  respon- 
sible otheer  of  the  government. 

Now,  the  president,  in  causing  the  apportionment 
art  to  be  deposited  in  the  rffice  of  the  secretary  of 
state  did  n>t  perform  the  duty  enj  dned  up  )u  him  by 
the  letter  of  the  la.v,  vvhich  was,  that  the  secretary 
of  slate  sh  )uld  receive  it  from  bin).  The  deposite  in 
the  olfice  might  be  made  in  the  absence  of  the  secre- 
tarv.  and  weeks  might  elapse  before  he  could  re- 
ceive it,  or  be  in  any  manner  responsible  for  its  con 
tents.  During  all  that  lime  it  would  be  liable  to  in- 
terpolations, additions,  diminutions,  totally  changing 
its  character  and  perverting  its  legislative  eHect. 
vilhoiit  responsibility  of  any  one  individual  for  the 
e  lange. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  the  legislation  of  this 
Union,  perhaps  this  circiimstanre  might  not  require 
the  notice  of  llie  house.  Perhaps,  in  the  practical 
administration  of  the  executive  power,  the  usual 
mode  by  « liicli  the  secretary  of  slate  rfcift-M  from 
the  president  the  rolls  of  parchment  on  which  the 
laws  are  engrossed,  is  by  the  president's  sending 
them  to  the  oilice  of  the  department.  Such  an  usage, 
th  lugh  not  aUogether  conlorinable  lo  the  spirit  of 
the  law,  might  he  overlooked  so  long  as  no  public 
inconvenience  should  have  resulted  from  it.  Bui  in 
this  case  the  president  informs  the  house  thai,  in 
causing  the  apportionment  act  to  be  deposiled  in  the 
o  ice  of  the  secretary  of  state,  he  has  superadded  lo 
il  an  exposition  of  his  reasons  for  giving  lo  it  his 
s  iiicti.iiii  and  he  withholds  from  the  house  the  infor 
mation  what  those  reasons  are.  Here,  then,  is  sii 
peiadded  to  Ihe  law  enacud  by  the  sanction  of  bjth 
houses  of  congress,  and  the  signature  of  the  presi- 
dent loWioul  objection,  an  exposition  of  his  reasons 
tor  perlor.iiing  an  act  which  the  constitution  of  the 
Uiiiled  Slates  peremptorily  commands  him  to  pcr- 
(irm,  and  fur  refusing  lo  pcrfonn  which,  approving 
it  as  he  did,  no  earthly  reason  could  have  justified 
him.  What,  then,  could  have  been  the  motive  or 
purposes  of  annexing  lo  a  lav/  of  the  land,  enacted  in 
all  the  forms  of  the  constitution  an  extraneous  inter 
polation  of  his  reasons  for  performing  his  duty  in  the 
enactment  of  the  la>\'?  What  llie  motive  or  purpose 
uf  an  atteiDpl  to  make  his  reaaoiia  .1  pan  of  the  law, 
wlLliOul  even  conmiunieating  thusu  reasons  lo  the 
le  jislaturc  which  enacted  the  law? 

The  secretary  of  stale  is  required,  among  the  du- 
ties of  Ills  oHice,  to  cause  lo  he  published  in  the 
newspaper^  and  in    pa.nplilet«.  llie  laws  received  by 


lliis  most  extra>rdiuarv  a|ipendage.  and  to  introduce 
a  practice  which  would  transfer  the  legislative  pow- 
er of  congress  itself  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  ex- 
ecutive. 

The  deposite  in  the  department  of  slate,  by  the 
president,  of  an  exposition  of  his  reasons  for  signing 
a  law,  to  accompany  the  law  itself,  has  heen  hither- 
to without  example.  One  instance  has  indeed  oc- 
curred, on  the  31st  of  May,  1830,  when  president 
.Jackson,  within  an  hour  before  the  close  of  that 
session  of  congress,  sent  to  this  house  a  message  in- 
forming them  that  he  had  approved  and  signed  a  bill 
making  appropriations  forexaninations  and  surveys, 
and  also  for  certain  works  of  internal  improvement; 
but  that,  as  the  phraseology  of  the  section  which  ap- 
propriated the  sum  of  eight  tboif^and  dollars  t'or  the 
C'lad  from  Detroit  to  Chicago,  might  be  cunslrned  to 
authorize  the  application  for  the  continuance  of  the 
road  beyond  the  ii.mits  of  ihe  territory  of  Michigan, 
he  desired  to  be  understood  as  having  approved  that 
bill  wilh  the  understanding  that  the  road  authorised 
by  that  section  was  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the 
li.nits  ut  Ihe  said  territory.  | 

This  was  a  simple  message  to  the  house,  inform- 
ing them  what  construction  he  gave  lo  one  section  of 
a  law  which  he  had  approved  and  signed;  but  not  in- 
forming them  that  he  had  added  any  thing  to  his  sig- ' 
nature  up  m  the  bill  itself  The  imst  exceptionable  j 
part  of  this  transaction  was  therefore  unknown  to 
Ihe  house,  and  Ihfey  coitW  lake  no  action  upon  it. 
They  laid  Ihe  message  on  the  tabic  ' 

It  is  indeed  true  that  the  coiistru"tion  which  the! 
(iresidenl  announced  to  the  house  he  had  given,  in 
approving  and  signing  the  hill,  to  that  section  which  ' 
:ippropriated  money  t'or  a  road  from  Delriut  to  Chi- 
cago, was  directly  in  the  face  of  the  letter  of  the 
law,  and  of  the  understanding  with  which  it  had 
been  passed  by  both  houses  of  congress.  No  court  ] 
of  jusiice,  without  violating  all  the  riilesof  construc- 
tion observed  in  judicial  tribunals,  could  have  sane, 
li'ned  that  conslrudion.  But  that  part  of  the  act 
was  to  be  executed  by  the  president  himself.  By  the 
partial  and  imperfect  execution  of  il,  arresting  the 
road  at  the  limits  of  tlie  territory  instead  of  extend- 
ing il  lo  Chicago,  he  defeated  the.  intention  of  the  le- 
gislature; but  he  had  a  conscientious,  constitutional 
scruple  to  sustain  him.  There  was  no  appeal  from 
his  arbitrary  decision.  The  completion  of  the  road, 
directed  by  the  solemn  act  of  the  legislature,  was 
|)ieveiited  by  the  will  of  the  presidBiit,  regulated  by 
/li.)  construction  of  the  law;  and  the  inijirovement  of 
the  country  by  the  power  of  the  national  legislature, 
has  Iro.n  that  day  been  suppressed  and  nullilicd. 

The  real  character  of  tlie  message   of  president 
the  presideht.     Is  1I113  exp..;Otioii   uf  rea-  j  Jarlison  was  un  objection  to  lliat  soeti  >n  of  the  bill 
suub,  never  cuiuumiiiuiited  lu  cuD|;i'esii,  lo  b«  publish-  i  which  made  the  ap proprialioQ  for  Uie road  itota  De- 


troit to  Chicago:  and  so  it  was  iindei-stooil  at  the 
time.  It  was  in  substance,  an  objection  to  one  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  and,  in  form,  an  approval  of  the 
bill. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  form  of 
proceeding  was  unwarranled  by  the  constitution;  but 
the  president,  in  that  ra^^e,  set  an  example  far  more 
dancerous  and  unwarrantable,  without  giving  any 
notice  of  it  to  the  house.  Immediately  over  his  si;- 
natnre  to  the  bill,  he  made  on  the  parchment  on 
which  Ihe  b'll  was  enercssed  an  interpolatiiAi  in  the 
following  words:  "I  approve  this  hill,  and  ask  a  re- 
ference to  my  communicalion  to  congress  of  this 
date  in  relation  thereunto.^'  Ami  in  this  condition, 
wilh  this  extraneous  matter  entered  upon  this  act, 
referring  to  another  document  not  published  wilh 
the  law,  and  never  a'-ted  iiDon  bv  either  house  of 
congress,  this  act  was  published  by  the  secretary  of 
stale,  and  with  this  un  varranted  stjleinciit  by  the 
president  upon  its  fane,  forming,  to  all  appearance, 
a  part  of  the  law. 

The  exposition  of  the  president's  reasons  for  sign- 
ine  the  anportionment  hill  has  hitherto  not  been  pul>- 
li'hrd  wilh  the  law  The  precedent  alleged  in  jus- 
tification of  the  president's  act  on  this  occasion  has 
not.  in  this  case,  heen  fillowed  by  him.  The  law  has 
been  published  by  aulhorily  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
without  the  exposili'-n  of  ihe  president's  .reasons  for 
signing  it.  which  he  had  caused  to  be  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary,  with  the  law.  And  this 
fact  leaves  it  open  to  conjecture  still  more  painful, 
what  la'vful  and  hon'^rable  purpose  could  be  answer- 
ed by  'he  deposite  in  the  archives  of  state  of  an  or- 
iriiineiU  for  aflixing  his  signature  to  an  act  which  he 
approved. 

An  argument  for  the  performance  of  an  indispen- 
sable dulv  would  seem  to  be.  at  least,  a  woik  of  idle 
siiperogation.  As  well  might  the  president  have 
caused  to  be  deposiled  in  the  department  of  state  an 
exposition  of  his  reasons  for  performing  the  most 
sacred  of  his  obligations  as  a  citizen  or  as  a  man,  as 
he  could  for  assigning  reasons  to  record  his  fulfil- 
ment of  the  obligation  which  he  could  not,  withcut 
violation  of  his  solemn  oath,  have  omitted  to  do. 

A  resolution  of  this  house  has  at  length  drawn 
forth  from  the  department  of  slate  an  authenticated 
copy  of  this  expositi  m  of  reasons,  hut,  the  commit- 
tee are  constrained  to  say,  without  producing  so 
much  as  a  plausible  reason  for  the  deposite  of  those 
reasons  in  the  office  of  the.  department  with  the  law. 

The  president  appeal's  to  be  apprehensive  that  hia 
motives  for  signing  it  may  he  misunderstood,  or  that 
his  opinions  may  be  liable  lobe  miseoiistrueri, or  quo- 
led  hereafter  erroneously  as  a  precedent;  and  he, 
thcr  fore',  feels  it  due  to"  hi  nself  to  say  th  it,  in  ap- 
proving the  hill,  he  proceeded  not  so  much  on  his 
own  opinion,  either  of  its  constitiitionalily  or  policy, 
as  from  respect  to  the  declared  will  of  the  two 
houses  of  congress. 

The  entry  upon  this  bill  is,  "approved:  .T  .hn  Ty- 
ler," and  that  entry  makes  it  the  law  of  the  land; 
and  then,  by  a  priv:i'le  note,  deposiled  with  the  law 
in  the  department  of  sla'e,  the  same  hand  which,  un- 
der the  sacred  obligation  of  an  offi-ial  oath,  has 
written  the  word  "a/i/irorfif,"  and  added  the  sign  ma- 
nual of  his  name,  feels  it  due  lo  himself  to  declare 
that  the  bill  is  nat  approved,  that  he  d  nibts  both  its 
constitutionality  and  its  policy,  and  that  he  signs  it 
only  in  deference  lo  the  declared  tcill  of  bolli  houses 
■of  congress,  not  from  assent  to  their  reasons,  but  in 
submission  lo  their  irj/(. 

And  he  feels  it  due  to  himself  to  say  this — first, 
that  his  motives  fir  signing  it  may  be  rightly  under- 
stood, secondly,  that  his  opini.ms  may  not  be  liable 
to  be  misunderstood;  or  thirdly,  quoted  hereafter  er- 
roneuiislv  as  a  precedent.  The  motives  of  a  presi- 
dent of  the  Uniled  Slates  for  signing  an  act  of  con- 
gress, can  be  no  other  than  because  he  approves  it, 
and  because,  in  that  event,  the  constitution  enjoins  it 
up  111  him  lo  sign  it  as  a  duty,  which  he  has  swoni  to 
perform,  and  wilh  which  he  cannot  dis;iense. 

But  no;  in  the  present  rase  I'le  president  feels  it 
due  to  himself  to  say  that  his  motive*  for  signing  the 
hill  were  not  becaus'^  he  approved,  or  because  il  was 
made  by  the  cou'titili  m  his  duty  lo  sign  il,  but  lo 
prove  his  submission  to  the  will  of  longress.  Ho 
feels  it  due  also  to  himself  to  guard  against  the  lia- 
bilities of  his  opinions  to  misconstruction,  or  to  ho 
quoted  hereafler  erroneously  as  a  prcceiienl.  His 
si;iiature  to  the  hill,  preceded  by  Ihe  word  "iipprov 
rd,"  t.iken  in  connexion  with  the  duties  prescribed  to 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates  by  the  eonslilu- 
ti'"i,  certainly  was  liable  lo  the  construction  that  his 
o|i  ions  were  favorable  lo  the  bill  They  were  in- 
di:ed  liable  lo  no  other  construction  respectful  to 
him.  or  trustful  to  his  honor  and  sincerity;  nor  can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  they  would  have  been  qiintod 
hereafter  as  a  precedent,"  No  man  living  could  have 
i.ii.i.;ined  that  the  word  "n/i/irorfii"  could  be  constru- 
eil  lu  meau  eilher  doubt  or  obauqaiuus  subtui:>3ioo  to 
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the  will  of  I  thers;  and  it  is  «ith  extreme  regret  lliat 
the  comiiiiUte  see,  in  ilie  presiclent's  expiisitii  ti  of 
Ills  reasons  for  signing  an  att  of  congress,  the  open 
avijwal  that,  in  his  vi  cabuiarj,  wseii  m  the  peilV  r- 
niance  of  one  of  the  most  snlenip  and  sarrtd  ol  his 
duties,  the  word  "aipnvcd"  n.eans  not  approval,  1  ul 
doi.b:;  not  the  expiession  cf  his  own  o|  iim.iis,  but 
m  re  obsequii  nsi.tss  to  the  «  ill  »  f  r(  n^ress. 

Ti  e  presidml  alleges  that,  in  3  ieldii.g  l.isdonbts  to 
the  matured  opinion  of  congress,  he  has  follow  td  the 
advice  of  the  lirst  secretary  of  stale  to  the  fist  f  re- 
sident of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  example  set  by 
that  iliustricus  citizen  upon  a  nieniorable  ^  crasii  n. 

But  the  lirst  secrelarj  of  state  mer  advir'ed  tie 
first  president,  in  jielding  bis  dotibls  by  his  signature 
lo  cai/td  Ihtm  w  ilh  it  in  seil-conlradiclii  n:  nor  did 
tlie  fi.st  prtsnlonl  ol  the  United  States  ever  sanction, : 
by  Ins  example,  such  recorded  duplicity.  I 

111  adveiti.  g  to  the  infinitely  dan,;:erous  tendency  of 
such  an  exa.nple,  tlie  cjinimittee  perceive  tl  at,  if 
once  aiquibsc, d  in  by  the  legisialiire.  it  would  c<  un- 
te;iancc  and  introduce  ,.n  executive  encroacliinent  t.n 
tlieir  exclusive  luiiclions,  little  short  of  transferring 
llie  legislati. e  power  itsoU  Iroili  the  tv\o  houses  of  j 
congress  to  the  president,  and  of  encroaching  not  less 
lip  n  the  exclusive  functions  <  1  the  judicial  courts. 

li  the  president  is  justilied  in  annexing  to  Ins  sig-  j 
naluie  aiiU  declared  approval  of  one  act  of  congress, 
presented  to  him  for  approval,  an  exposition  01  rea-i 
sons,  ostensibly  for  signing,  bfit  reaiiy  against  it,  he  | 
may  do  the  same  w  lib  anj  or  every  other  act  ol  the 
lej,isiature  so  piesenled  lo  him.  He  niaj  announce 
/lis  cuiisirucliuii  of  any  or  every  section  of  .the  bid, 
directly  auvcr>e  to  the  construction  given  to  it  by  all 
laruesm  the  legislature  v\  ho  enai  led  it.  Such  is 
believed  to  have  been  in  the  present  instance  the 
case,  'llie  reasons  o.  the  president  llieii  become  a 
runniiig  coiiimentary  upon  tiie  law,  against  its  execu- 
ln,u  according  10  the  inlenliun  olthe  legislature,  and 
ioieataliiiig  the  appropriate  action  ol  the  judicial  tri- 
bunals III  expouiiUiiig  It.  A  m.  re  talal  expedient  for 
bieafilig  doi.  II  the  conslitnlional  Lariieis  between 
IcgisidLiVe,  e.-weculive  and  judicial  powers,  could  i 
seaieeiy  oe  Uevistd.  Under  Us  operation,  ti.e  law  | 
ilseil,  u.btead  ol  a  rule  ol  conduct  (jrescrilied  for  the 
ooeuience  ol  the  people,  would  become  a  mere  re; 
com  01  tlib  discuiuant  opinions  and  cunflictini;  wilis 
01  Its  makei-s. 

1  he  president  states  that,  while  a  member  of  eith- 
er biancli  01  11. e  legislature,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  lo  j 
vi.ie  againsl  eieiy  law  ol  the  constiiulionaiity  of 
whicn  ne  enlertamed  a  duubt;  nut  that,  as  president 
ol  the  United  olaies,  he  may  yield  his  doubis  in  oe- 
leieiice  lo  llie  Solemnly  proiiounceil  opinion  ol  the 
rei.resenlalues  el  the  people  and  ol  the  slates. 

n  ilnoul  mquiriiig  mlo  ihe  soundness  ol  this  dis- 
tiiiciiuii,  the  commillee  approve  enlireiy  the  prim  1- 
pie,  iliJt  a  president  of  li.e  United  stales  needs  no 
iipoiogy  lor  sacrihcing  the  mere  pride  ol  individua. 
opii>i„ii,  juouiilmg  o..iy  lo  a  Oouul,  in  delei  ei.Ve  lo 
tlie  lioi.tsl  and  ueiiUciale  judgn.enl  ol  others;  ti.ey 
deem  such  a  sacribce  not  omj  lo  be  his  right,  but  his 
au.j.  llie  bias  ui  a  lain)  oa.anced  minu  may  weil 
be  lurneu  by  me  sympaliues  ol  congenial  retuluile 
and  ihB  conscious  communion  of  hunorauie  cnds.^ — 
i>ut  Llie  comiiiiLiee  cannot  equally  approve  the  prin- 
ciple ol  yieiUmg  the  douot,  and  yel  lelaining  il;  still 
icss  can  li.ey  acquiesce  in  the  integrity  ol  coupling 
Willi  Ihe  remincialion  ol  the  douoi  a  record  ol  its 
coiiliiiucd  existence. 

ii.e  piesinenl  announces  that  one  of  his  reasons 
fcr  eiiiciiaiiiii.g  deep  and  siioiig  Uoub.s  ol  the  tcnsii- 
tnli^namy  01  ine  law  which  lie  has  approved  and 
signed  IS,  lliat  It  purpcdls  lo  be  manuaioiy  on  li.e 
SLaica  lo  lorm  uistricls  lor  li.e  choice  ol  I'epiestnia- 
titos  111  iiiiigie  disiricls. 

'1  he  commitiee  believe  this  to  be  by  far  the  most 
imporiant  ai.u  u.osi  useiui  provision  01  the  act.  'f  I, 
.  bc.icve,  ijioceil,  the  tstaniisniiiei.t  01  the  princi| 
ausuiuieiy  moispensable  to  the  preservaUoii  ol  lliis 
union.  J  he  rtpiescnlalion  oi  ine  peop»e  by  single 
districts  IS  unuouuiediy  Ihe  01/1;  nioue  oy  which  Ihe 
pin.cipiuol  lepicseniaiioii,  in  ,  roporlion  to  viaii- 
(jcis,  can  be  cairicd  into  execuliou.  'I  lie  provision 
01  me  coiisuluiion  IS,  inal  the  represenlauves  shall 
not  exceed  oi.t  Kr  every  Ihir.y  ih>  usai.d  ol  ledcral 
iiuiuoeis,  auu  every  acl  ol  a|  porlionment  has  ne- 
ctssari.y  prescribed  tjie  nieinoer  lor  every  addition 
Ol  Ine  common  multiple  w  illim  each  ol  me  several 
slates.  A  more  unequal  mode  ol  asscuibling  a  re- 
prcstnlaiion  ol  li.e  people  m  a  ueliurdlne  body 
cooid  not  easily  be  cui. lined  than  llial  01  oi.c  por- 
tion chosen  U}  a  general  In  liet  Lhroughoui  the  state, 
aiioii.er  peri. on  uj  single  u.siricls,  a.d  a  third  por- 
tion parliy  oy  siiigie  ai.d  parlij  ny  doub.e,  ticu.e, 
and  q.jauinpiu  iiisiricls.  'i  Ins  Krms,  in  li.e  mass,  a 
rejjrtscniiiiKii  .  OL  cl  cfie  repiescniative  lor  Ihe  com- 
mon sianuaid  number  liiioi. ghoul  me  whole  uniuii, 
b..Lol  atales,  ai.d  tints,  anu  seclioual  divisions,  in 
kuois  iiuU  CiufihCfd  of  po^Uiutiuii,  ol  uUleieul  dimuu- 


sions  and  proprrtirrs,  more  lilfp'y  to  hegrcverped  by  fore,  to  llie  state  legislatures,  thMifli  mandatorv  in 
the  spirit  of  fartv  than  of  palriolism.  At  |  resent,  form,  is  in  stibstanre  a  conressirn  rf  pnwer;  aid  it 
six  of  the  smaller  stales  arqnire  an  undue  share  of  is  slraiiee,  passing  strange,  to  find  even  the  most  zea- 
Irrally  coiTcntralfd  power  in  tl  e  lu  use,  by  general  Ions  and  most  jealous  vindicalnr  of  stale  rizh'scnm- 
licliPlclertirns.  sliflii  g  lie  viiie  and  snictheringtlie  plaining  of  an  investment  of  aulhrritv  in  the  stale 
opinions  of  minoriliis  1  larly  e^qnal  to  half  the  peo-  ,  as  a  grioons  usurpation  of  aiithnrily  "of  conjTPss. 
pie  of  the  slate  thus  disfranchised  by  the  overbear-  j  The  exposition  of  reasons_/;j)-n;i,)roriiig- nnd  ..^Viiiiig 
ing  insolence  of  a  niaji  ritv.  always  meai>er.  and  as  ]lhe  bill  has  a  still  more  singular  appraran.'e  of  iri- 
it  irrows  leaner  grow  ii  g  mi  re  inex'  ruble  audi  ppres-  j  ronsisteney,  by  Ihe  iinhesitaling  intimation  that  these 
five.  Tie  larfer  states  have  hiiherto  passed  over  qnesticns  <rf  the  ronstitnlicnality  of  the  law,  and  of 
with  little  notii  f  this  practical  iniquity,  by  which  Ihe  j  its  mandatory  characler,  are  brooding  amonir  the 
state  of  Kew  Kan  p^hi|•e,  w  ilh  live  niemi  ers,  pre- ;  rancorous  and  vindictive  passions  of  inflainmed  aiul 
poi  derates  over  the  slate  of  New  Ycik.  wilh  0  rl\.  inflamnia|rry  p-.rlisans,  reserved  for  exasperated  al- 
Eut  it  is  in  the  nature  of  lhin;.s  iiiipc  ssible  that  this  lercation  at  the  thrrshnld  of  Ihe  281  h  oongress.  It 
should  be  suflf  red  to  cc  nliniie  long.  The  manner  of  j  would  seem  as  if,  in  the  foresight,  if  not  in  the  aspi- 
elcrlion  f.  r  Ihe  members  of  this  Iniise  must  be  uni-  |  rations  of  Ihe  president,  sufficient  is  not  unto  the  day 
form.     T  he  sencral  or  the  single  district  must  be  the  1  the  evil  thereof. 

01  mnioTi  rule  fc.r  all;  and  if  the  smaller  stales  v.ill  j  This  is  not  one  of  those  laws  Ihe  constitiitinnality 
insist  iiptn  sending  n.en.leis  to  this  house  all  of  one  ;  of  which  will  have  Ihe  benefit  of  afiir  and  i-npartial 
n.ind,  New  Yiik,  cr  Pennsylvania,  or  Ohio,  or  all  ;  derision  by  an  independent  judicial  tribunal.  This 
three  ti  cether.  «  ill.  ere  lci"g;  leach  them  by  other  house  is  made,  hy  the  constitution,  exclusively  the 
results  the  arithmetical  ctn.bir.ation  of  eii.ceniraled  |  judge  of  the  electi'ns,  returns  and  qualificaiions  of 
riiinihers.  its  own  members.     The  questions  of  constru-tion  and 

Should  the  general  ticket  system  universally  pre-  Of  roii.'dViific.TifidV;/.  slinnilated  by  Ih 'se  surrendered 
vail, it  is  obvious  thai  the  represenlalion  inthis  house  |  and  vet  recorded'  doubts,  will  be  wrath  treasured  up 
will  entirely  change  its  character,  from  a  represen-  j  fi  r  the  day  of  wrath,  to  inflame  and  convulse  Ihe  de- 
lation of  the  people  to  a  represenlalion  of  slates,  liberations  of  this  house  at  the  first  orga'iizatinn  of 
and    transform  the  constitutional  government  of  the  jthis  In  use  for  the  next  congress — the  congress,  he  it 


United  States  into  a  n.ere  confederalion  liUc  that 
whii  h,  fiftj-fcur  years  ago,  fell  to  pieces  for  the 
want  of  ligatures  to  hold  it  together. 

It  is  in  the  spirit  of  this-.diss.lution  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  ronsequenlly  of  the  union,  that  the  pre- 
sident records  his  surnidercd  doubts  of  the  consti- 
tiilionaiity  of  the  apporlioiiment   acl,  because  it  piir- 


rcmenihercd,  upon  Ihe  house  of  representatives  in 
which  will  devolve  the  duty  of  electing  the  president 
of  the  United  States  for  four  years  from  the  3d  of 
March,  1845,  if.  as  is  too  much  to  be  apprehended, 
an  absolute  majority  of  ihe  voles  in  the  electoral  col- 
leges should  fail  of  being  secured. 

The  private  and  personal  interest  of  the  presi.lent 


ports  to  be  mmnlntt,nj  on  the  slates  to  form  distrnt?  •  in  the  organization  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
for  the  choice  of  representatives  to  c.  ngress  in  sin- j  the  next  congress  suggests  motives  on  his  pari  for 
gle  districts.  But  what  shoolboy  does  not  know  lliat  I  desiring  to  influence  that  organization  in  the  direc- 
it  is  the   vital  pnperl)  of  hin-  to  be   mandaUuj — that  j  lion  of  his  indnidual  interest,  which  may  account  f 


w  hat  is  not  mandatory  I'annot  be  law.'  'I  he  very  d> 
finitinn  of  municipal  law,  by  the  great  jurist  of 
England,  is  a  rule  of  civil  conduct  presc.ribe.l  by  the 
supreme  power  in  the  stale, coiminiK/iiig'w bat  is  right, 
and  prohibiting  what  is  wrong.  It  is  equallj  clear 
thai  the  existence  of  liberty  herself,  in  any  commu- 
nity of  men,  is  identical  wilh  Ihe  mandatory  charac- 
ter of  the  law;  and  the  cnlj  distinction  between  a 
free  and  an  arbitrary  governinent  is,  that  one  is  a  go- 
vernment of  lartS  and  the  olher  u  government  of 
men. 

Is  the  objection  of  the  president,  that  this  manda- 
tory character  of  the  law  is  made  applicable  to  the 
action  i>f  the  soverei.n  ,>/o(i.?  But  ihe  law  derives 
Its  mandatory  aiilhoriiy  I'r.ini  ihe  constilulion  itseli, 
which  Ihe  slates  have  hound  themselves,  bj  the  most 
solemn  chligalioi.s,  lo  c  bej .  The  command  is  in  the 
constitution,  which  has  in  express  terms  vested  in 
congress  the  power  exercised  in  this  section  of  the 
act.  The  president  admits  that  the  power  of  con- 
gress, by  law,  to  a.ter  state  rcgulalions  respecting 
the  manner  of  liolding  elections  for  representaiives, 
is  clear;  but  he  has  fell  deep  and  strongd.mbts  of  the 
power  to  command  the  slates  lo  make  new  regula- 
tions, or  alter  their  existing  rei;iilatioiis. 

This  objection  .vould  invalidate  everv  apportion 
ment  act  v.hiih  has  been  prescribed  by  congress 
during  the  existence  of  this  government.  Every 
new  apporlionmeiit  act  not  only  annuls  the  regula- 
tions provided  by  Ihe  lansoflhe  several  slates  to 
hold  elecli  ns  ol  representatives  under  the  preceding 
apporlionmeiit,  but  is  mandatory  to  the  stales  lo  pr.i- 
vide  regulations  tor  hokiing  the  elections  within  the 
states,  conformably  to  Ihe  new  apportionment  law 
enacted  by  congress.  In  e\er.\  sui  cessive  apportion- 
ment law,  the  number  .  f  represenlauves  in  this 
house  which  many  of  the  slates  have  been  entitled 
lo  send  duriiig  the  preceding  leii  years  is  increased  or 
diminished;  and  llie  numerous  state  legislatures 
which  have  been  so  long  waiting  for  the  legislation 
of  congress  at  this  lime  and  on  this  subjecl,  the  spe- 
cial extraordinary  sessions  which  more  than  one  of 
those  legislatures  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
hokling.have  all  been  caused  by  their  indispensable 
duty  to  provide  regnlatiuns  for  giving  eliect  lo  the 
mandatory  iijunclioi.s  of  ihe  congressional  law. 

The  objecti -n  to  ihe  mandatory  character  of  the 
law  has  an  as|iect  so  extraordinarv  as  to  be  some- 
what whimsical,  wheii  we  consider  that  the  power 
in  congress,  admitied  by  the  president  10  be  clear,  of 
dislricling  the  state  by  its  own  authority,  is  much 
heavier  and  more  sea'rehing  in  ils  operation  than 
that  which  he  considers  as  so  qucstioiiabie.  The 
;  election  of  representatives  to  the  naliun^l  legislalure 
is  not  a  burden,  but  a  precious  privilege.  '1  he  geo- 
graphical division  ol  the  tcintorv  of  the  slate,  ac- 
cording to  the  i.umhtrof  the  repre.scntatives  allow- 
ed to  the  Slate-  in  Ihis  house,  is  a.i  operation  obvious- 
ly heittr  suited  to  the  acti,  n  of  the  local  legislature 
than  to  thai  of  the  assembly  represenling  the  whole 
,  union,     'ihe  assitnmtul  of   liial  operation,  tlisrc- 


this  allcmpt  to  countenance  and  encoura'^e  a  spirit, 
already  loo  apparent  im  the  part  of  more  than  one  of 
the  stales,  to  set  al  defiance  the  will  of  Ihe  whole 
union,  expressed  beyond  all  possible  cavil  or  honest 
controversy  in  Ihis  provision  of  the  apportionment 
law,  and  to  force  upon  the  house  of  representatives  a 
representation  chosen'  by  cjeneral  ticket  from  those 
stales,  while  the  representation  from  all  the  other 
slates  will,  in  obedience  to  the  law,  be  chosen  by 
single  districts. 

It  is  self-evident  that,  in  the  event  of  such  a  con- 
flict at  the  orcranization  of  the  next  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, the  local  iiilerest  and  comparative  weight 
if  the  few  states  electing  by  general  ticket  will  be 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  interest  and  relalive 
weight  of  all  the  slates  represented  by  single  dis- 
tricts. If  it  be  expected  that  political  sympathiea 
and  party  discipline  will  be  siitfi^iently  strong  to  pre- 
er  the  permanent,  indispuiable,  and  abiding 
IS  of  the  large  and  populous  states,  and  iiiihice 
their  representatives  lo  indulge  the  small  states  .vith 
a  general  ticket  represenation  at  the  expense  of  the 
lalive  weight  and  influence  of  their  own  constitu- 
ents, the  result  can  be  no  other  than  to  introduce  in- 
equality of  privilege  between  the  constituent  confe- 
uerales  of  this  union;  and  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  a  continued  practical  exercise  of  such  inequality 
will  be  mutual  irritation,  alienation,  and  disgust,  till 
the  large  stales  w  ill  adopt  the  general  ticket  repre- 
sentation themselves,  and  merge  in  the  fl.iod  of  num- 
bers all  the  influence  of  Ihe  smaller  states. 

Similar  considerations,  Ihe  president  stales,  have 
operated  with  him  in  regard  to  the  representation  of 
fractions  exceeding  thirty  thousand. 

But  his  treatment  of  this  constitutional  doubt  is 
strikingly  ditferent  from  that  v/liich  he  bestows  on 
the  doiint  with  regard  to  the  mandatory  character  of 
the  section  prescribing  election  by  single  districts. 
The  argument  of  the  president  on  the  first  doubt  is 
against  the  provision  in  the  law,  and  consequently 
against  the  law;  the  argument  on  Ihe  second  doubt 
IS  111  favor  of  the  bill.  In  this  case,  the  doubt  had 
existed  from  the  foundation  of  the  goveriimei.l;  it 
had  always  hitherto  been  found  insurmountable. 
i;ut  now,  tie  president,  who  had  heretofore  voted 
against  it  as  uiiconstitiitionai,  finds  it  recommending 
Itself  as  approaching  nearer  to  constitutional  equality 
than  any  common  divisor  to  the  entire  populaiion  of 
each  state,  which  had  heretofore  been  deemed  indis- 
pensable. As  there  is  no  prospect  ol  any  practical 
opposition  to  the  full  execution  of  this  provision  of 
the  law,  an  exposition  of  reasons  for  approving  and 
signing  the  bill  containing  it  appears  to  the  commit- 
tee destiUite  itself  not  only  of  reason,  but  evendf 
plausible  pretence. 

The  president  concludes  by  observing  that,  in  ap- 
proving the  bill,  he  fiatlei-s  himself  that  a  disposition 
will  be  perceived  on  Ins  part  to  concede  lo  the  opin- 
ions of  congress  in  a  mailer  which  may  conduce  to 
ihe  good  of  the  country  and  the  stability  of  its  ii.sti- 
luticos,  upou  wliicii  Ins  own  opiuiun  is  uol  clear  and 
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d  ■(■■!  litd.  The  rap^iiteil  prnfessiin  of  Haf -r^n-c  fir 
tlie  opini'ins^of  cnniin^ss  would  be  rer.i-ived  witli 
m  ire  re-inectful  a  ocplnricc,  tuit  fcir  ronlfiniiorane- 
ou*  iinifli  ial  e-cp'isiiiona  of  Ih^  'vrileE-N  real  seiili- 
menls  towards  the  legislature  of  th>^  Union,  addre'is- 
ed  not  tithem,  hut  to  private  individuils  and  convi 
vi;il  assemblies,  ani  by  them  paraded  firlh  in  th" 
p  iblic  jiurniis  of  the  ilniiy  press  to  ihc  world.  It 
would  also  be  better  entitled  to  the  credit  of  sinceri- 
ty, hut  fir  the  countervailing  compliment  to  the  re- 
spectability of  opinion  asninst  the  constituii  inalityof 
the  hill,  thereby  insti.;atini  and  f  imenliri:;  that  fac- 
tious resistance  t)  the  execution  of  the  mist  i  npor- 
tant  provision  of  the  law,  of  which  the  trumpet  has 
been  already  sounded  in  t  .vo  of  the  states,  and  whii-h 
threatens  a  conflict  at  the  organization  of  this  house 
in  the  next  congress,  to  which  no  frmnd  to  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  Union  can  look  forA-ard  but  with 
melancholy  fjrebodin^. 

The  comoiiltee  consider  the  act  of  the  president, 
notified  by  him  to  (he  house  of  representatives  in  his 
messa'^e  of  the  aolh  ult.,  as  authorised  hy  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  pernicious  in 
its  iaimediale.'operalion,  and  immi  lently  danjerous 
in  its  tendencies.  They  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  house  to  protest  against  it,  and  to  place  up  >n 
their  j  lurnal  an  earnest  remonstrance  a;ainst  its 
ever  heins  again  repeated.  They  report,  therefore, 
the  f  illoiving  resolution: 

Rfsi.hid,  That  the  house  of  representatives  consi- 
der Ihe  act  of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  no- 
tified to  them  by  his  message  of  the  S.jth  ult.  viz:  his 
causing  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  sect^elary 
of  stale,  with  the  act  of  congress  entitled,  "an  art 
for  an  apportionment  of  representatives  among  the 
several  states  according  to  the  sixth  census,"  approv- 
ed and  signed  by  him,  an  exposition  of  his  reasons 
for  giving  to  tiie  said  act  his  sanction,  as  unwarrant- 
ed by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
itijui-ious  to  Ihe  public  interest,  and  of  evil  example 
for  the  future;  and  the  house  do  hereby  solemnly 
protest  against  the  said  act  of  the  president,  and 
agamst  ever  being  repeated  or  adduced  as  a  prece- 
dent hereafter. 


sPKliCH    Ut'    MR.    BOTl'S 

IN  COM.MITTEE    OF  THE  WHOLE  HOBSE,  JULY   11,     1842. 

Mr.  lioTTs,  after  observing  that  until  he  heard  the 
argu  ^ent  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Holmes)  this  morning,  he  had  n'  t  been  a  vare 
that  there  was  any  coi.stitutional  impediment  in  the 
mind  of  any  mernber  to  the  passage  of  this  bill — 
that  those  gentlemi-n  who  *ere  in  favor  of  direct 
taxation,  which  he  believed  was  a  favorite  theory 
with  the  geutleiuan  who  had  just  taken  his  seat, 
(.Mr.  Lewis)  never  denied  the  constitutional  pov^er 
of  this  house  to  lay  duties  for  the  support  of  go. 
vernment — proceeded  to  say  that  the  bill  professed  to 
be  a  lull  for  revenue,  and  not  for  prolectiim.  Had 
any  genlleuiau  expressed  his  belief  that  it  would 
raise  more  revenue  than  was  necessary  for  an  eco- 
nomical support  of  government'  The  gentleman 
from  Alabama  (iMr.  Lewis)  had  expressed  his  fear 
that  it  would  not  raise  enough  for  Ibis  purpose;  am! 
the  gentleman  forgot  the  debt  of  §17,000.000  con- 
tracted for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  extravagances 
to  whirh  he  was  so  warmly  attached. 

Mr.  IJ.  would  not  go  into  the  details  of  the  bill, 
but  would  present  his  general  views,  and  the  views 
of  those  he  represented,  in  reference  to  t'le  passage 
of  a  larilf  bill.  lie  wished  a  hill  to  raise  revenue 
enough  for  all  the  purposes  of  government;  not  for  a 
parsimonious  and  niggardly  administralipn,  but 
for  a  fair  and  liberal,  and  at  the  same  lime  economi- 
cal administration  of  goverumeni;  and  in  laying  du- 
ties for  this  purpose,  he  wished  to  see  such  a  dis- 
cririii:iation  made  as  would  furnish  incidental  pro- 
tection not  to  one,  but  to  every  branch  of  the  indus- 
try of  the  country. 

His  chief  objei'l  in  addressing  the  committee  was 
to  slijw  the  indispensable  necessity  of  passing  a  re- 
venue bill;  to  show  that  there  was  at  this  tiuje  no 
revenue  in  existence — no  legal  authority  for  collect- 
iii;^  a  dollar;  that  tin- government  was  ivastingaway 
its  means;  that  it  was  deprived  of  its  rightful  reve- 
nue, and  that  millions  of  mmey  would  be,  as  has 
been  the  case  already,  lost  t)  goveinineul,  unless 
some  revenue  bill  should  pass  which  sliouid  iin.uedi- 
ately  receive  tin  sinction  of  the  execuiive. 

Mr.  U.  desired  to  call  attention  to  the  famous  com- 
prouuse  act,  and  to  sh  iw  from  that  act  as  well  as 
fr  >,ri  the  debates  acfompaiiyiiij;  it.  that  future  legis- 
la  i  m  prior  to  30lh  June,  ltJ42,  was  inlended  by 
those  who  passed  it  as  ludispcusible  to  authorise  the 
collccti.m  of  diities.  He  ri'a  I  at  some  length  from 
the  debates  on  that  bill  of  Mr.  Cl.vv  and  others  m 
proof  of  this  l.iri.  He  was  aw;ire  ihat  this  almiii- 
islratioii  h.id  obtained  the  legal  opinion  ol  the  attor- 


ney general  of  the  United  States,  which  he  had  sand  bright  bayonets  slit'ering  on  P'nisv'va  lia  ave- 
read  with  some  care,  and  he  must  sav  with  some  as-  nue.  He  had  no  ilea  th  it  the  people  of  the  country 
finish  nent.     He    was    not    a  vare    that  that  gentle-    would  submit  to  it. 

niri,  bef  ire  he  was  elevated  tithe  hi;h  p  ist  which  But  there  were  gr^at  diSruUies  in  the  way  of  i-n- 
he  occupied,  was  remarkably  distinguished  for  his  peachment.  There  were  some  of  his  friends  (\1r. 
le;al  a'MiinPn,  and  with.iut  intending  any  disrespect  B.  was  understood  to  siv)  who  concurred  with  him, 
ti  hiin,  he  mast  say  that  in  his  opinion  that  genlle-  h  it  he  disclaioied  fir  his  party  anv  participation  in 
m:in  was  better  qualified  to  O'cupy  the  post  of  pro-  the  dcsljn  of  impeachment,  or  in  the  midnight  cau- 
fessor  of  rhetoric  and  oratory  than  of  the  law  officer  cuses  that  had  at  any  time  been  held,  as  had  been 
of  government.  rumored.     As  the  secretary  of  the  navyh'ad  claim- 

Mr.  B.  cared  not  for  the  opinions  of  those  who  ed  ti  be  the  fir,st  1 1  raise  the  flag  of  disunion  in  Vir- 
riebated  this  question  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  a-inia.  sa  Mr.  B.  clai  ued  to  be  the  first  to  raise  the 
the  act,  or  for  the  opini'ins  of  the  attorney  general  flag  of  i-npeachmeni  in  this  house.  He  was  alone 
or  executive  on  this  question.  He  looked  to  the  law,  in  it.  As  ah  American  citizen,  independent  if  being 
and  would  undertake  to  show  from  the  law  itself  a  representative  of  a  free  people,  he  would  resist 
that  there  was  no  authoritv,  bul  that  there  was  an  this  executive  assumption  of  po  ver  as  long  as  he 
usurpation  of  power  and  a  violation  of  all  law  in  the  had  a  voice  to  raise  against  it.  Difficulties  were  in 
attempt  made  on  the  part  of  the  executive  to  collect  the  way,  and  the  fear  that  Ihey  could  not  succeed, 
duties.  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  first,  third,  and  fifth  was  an  argument  with  gentlemen.  .411  that  he  pro- 
sections  of  the  bill,  showing  that  it  proyided  ex-  posed  to  d  i  when  the  proper  time  arj-ived,  was  to 
pressly  that  after  the  .3Uih  of  June,  1812,  d;ities  prefer  charges  against  Ihe  president — to  ask  this 
were  to  be  assessed  "under  such  regulations  as  may  house  to  apnoint  a  committee  with  power  to  send 
be  presi-ribed  by  law.  He  also  referred  to  the  fact  for  persons  and  papers,  1 1  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
that  when  the  bill  was  under  consideration,  Mr.  those  charges,  and  ti  lei  the  lestiaiouv  collected  go 
DicKERsON,  of  New  Jersey,  nirved  a  proposition  to  before  the  senate.  If  these  charges  were  sustained, 
sirike  out  the  word  "law,"  a'ld  insert  "secretary  of  he  would  trust  to  the  senate  to  p  rform  their  duty. 
The  treasury  with  the  approbaiian  of  the  president  of  For  thirteen  years  tlie  president  of  the  United  States 
the  United  States,"  so  as  to  transfer  these  regula-  had  been  rioting  in  lawless  power.  It  was  time  to 
tions  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  president,  arrest  it.  He  would  not  give  the  snap  of  his  finger 
The  motion  failed.  Mr.  Tyler  was  then  a  member  for  the  government  if  it  were  not  arrested, 
of  the  senate,  and  present  'when  that  debate  took  :  What  were  the  objections  of  the  president  to  the 
place;  and  notwithstanding  his  knowledge  of  that  passage  of  the  law  they  had  sent  him?  Thai  it  vio- 
proposition,  he  now  undertook,  with  bis  secretary  of  lated  the  compromise  act  of  1833.  He  did  not  pre- 
tlie  treasury,  to  prescribe  these  regulations.  I  lend  to  interpose  any  constitutional  ditficuity.    How- 

iMr.  B  maiuiained  that  the  condition  of  the  conn-  ever  obnoxious  the  sentiment  might  be  in  Ihat  por- 
trv  and  the  action  of  the  executive  on  this  bill,  in-  lion  of  the  country  from  which  he  came,  he  utterly 
vo'vcd  the  whole  qiestian  oC  taxation.  It  was  a  rejected  and  repiidialed  the  idea  that  any  coinpro- 
struggle  between  the  legislative  and  executive  piw-  mise  bill  passed  by  this  or  any  other  congress  was  to 
ers  over  the  whole  subject  of  taxation.  Where  was  have  a  binding  effect  on  him  or  his  successors.  Was 
the  limitation  to  the  poiver  the  president  claimed  the  compromise  act  any  thing  more  than  any  revenue 
over  this  subject?  By  the  compromise  act  itself  the  act  passed  for  tea  years  only?  It  had  m  m  ire  bind- 
p  iwer  was  taken  from  government  after  the  30th  of  ilig  force  than  this  tariti'  art,  whirh  was  a  compro- 
June,  ld42  to  levy  duties  except  by  such  regula- j  mise,  would  have  on  their  successors.  How  did  they 
lions  as  might  be  prescribed  by  law.  Thus,  con-  pass  any  hill  except  by  compromise — bv  the  surren- 
gress  had  failed  to  establish  such  regulations.  Ilhad  der  one  to  the  other  of  their  various  diSiculties  and 
not  fdili-d   in  the  attempt;  it  had   discharged  its  duty   objections? 

in  passing  a  temporary  bill,  lontinuing  the  laivs  in  |  Mr.  B  expressed  his  great  regret  that  the  com- 
force  on  the  30lh  of  June.  That  bill  had  not  met  promise  act  ever  received  the  sanction  of  congress, 
the  executive  sanction,  and  the  government  was  or  of  the  president.  He  believed  it  one  of  the  most 
about  to  lose  millions  and  millions  in  the  collecli  m  un  vise  and  unrighteous  measures  which  ever  met 
of  levenue.  He  maintained  n  it  only  that  every  ar-  the  sanctiou.of  the  great  and  distinguished  statesman 
tide  that  had  entered  our  ports  since  the  30thof  whose  head  had  been  crooned  with  laurels  for  the 
June,  and  that  should  enter  them  until  the  passage  of  part  he  to  ik  i  i  it — he  meant  Mr.  Clay;  not  only  on 
a  revenue  bill,  entered  free  of  duty,  but  that  many  the  financial  condition  of  the  country,  but  as  a  de- 
millionsof  dollars  might  be  dra.vn  from  the  treasurj  structive  precedent  with  regard  lo  difficulties  in  one 
in  the  shape  of  drawbacks.  Before  it  was  possible  state  which  it  was  designed  to  remedy.  They  had 
to  pass  a  revenue  law  to  meet  the  executive  sane-  seen  what  had  been  its  effects  recently  in  New 
tiou,  itwasin  the  power  of  the  New  Orleans  mer-  Hampshire,  and  they  would  continue  until  it  met  the 
chants,  for  instance,  to  export  ten,  fifty,  and  per-,  general  repudial ion  of  the  country, 
haps  one  hundred  millions  of  goods  to  Havana,  to  i  But  this  hiw  violated  the  compromise  of  1841  in 
receive  the  drawback  on  the  ii,  and  then  to  import  the  distribution  act  which  p,assed  this  house.  The 
them  again  free  of  duty.  S)  that  the  government  president  had  been  pleased  to  call  this  a  compromise, 
bore  not  only  the  duty  on  those  now  coming  in  but  Would  any  gentlenvin  friendly  to  the  executive  be 
was  liable  ti  lose  that  which  had  already  been  col-  pleased  to  tell  him  who  were  the  parlies  lo  thecom- 
lecled,  and  that  was  the  responsibility  that  maniac  promTse?  He  was  here  and  heard  of  no  compromise, 
at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue  (for  Mr.  B.  could  The  compromise  was  this:  there  was  a  senatar  from 
call  him  nolhiig less)  had  taken  on  him.  Georgia   and  a   senator  from  Virginia,  who  would 

Mij.  B.  was  sometimes  asked  svhve  was  the  re- 1  not  vote  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  without  imposing 
medy  for  this  usurpation  of  the  taxing  power?  Let  on  it  this  limitatioM  of  20  percent.  It  p:issed  the 
them  talk  no  more  about  stamp  arts  or  the  tea  tax,  i  sen;ile  thus,  and  ca;ne  to  (he  hause.  And  was  it  not 
when  this  house  would  sit  silently  by  and  fold  its  prjclaim^.l,  not  only  on  Ibis  fl  lor,  b:it  in  the  senate, 
arms  in  acquiescence  and  ask  where  is  the  remedy  that  when  they  had  the  power  they  would  repeal  that 
for  this  gross  usurpation  of  the  whole  taxing  power,  limilaliou?  and  was  it  not  then  the  confident  expecla- 
for  this  right,  which  the  executive  claimed  to  issue  tion  that  they  would  have  t.vo  whig  senators  from 
his  circulars  to  the  portsof  the  United  States, di-  Tennessee  al  this  session  of  congress?  They  took 
reeling  one  dsy  that  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent.,  the  j  the  bill  with  the  amendment  rather  than  nut  at  all. 
next  day  that  a  duty  of  sixteen  percent.,  anil  the  The  president  ma  le  a:iither  objection  to  the  pa.s- 
day  after  that  a  duty  of  five  or  of  fifty  per  cent.,  ac-  sage  of  this  bill.  i.  e.  that  it  did  not  repeal  the  dis- 
cording to  his  pleasure,  should  be  levied.  There  was  triniiiion  act.  The  president's  objections  to  the  dis- 
no  liuiil  to  his  authority,  if  he  had  the  right  lo  col  I  tribiition  act  grew  out  of  the  existing  state  of  the 
lect  a  dollar  of  duty.  Here  th -y  .sat  and  asked  1  treasury  department.  Mr.  U.  refered  to  the  provi- 
themselves  what  is  the  remed\?  Was  there  no  re- !  sion  m  the  bill  for  the  postprtnement  of  tl  e  first  in- 
uiedy?  Did  the  constitution  prescribe  no  remedi?!  staluient  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  In  m  the  1st 
Was  this  man  to  excuse  hiuis.df  by  asserting  thil  July  lo  Ist  Augiisl,  to  give  li:ne  lo  repi- iiish  Iho 
this  was  the  construction  of  his  la»v  officer  or  of  treasury.  B  it  the  pivsidint  to  carry  out  his  opposi- 
hiinself  on  this  law?  Was  there  any  outrage  which  '  tion  to  the  dislributnin  law,  vetoed  the  bill,  and  made 
he  could  commit   that   might  not   be  excuseil  on  the  I  it    imperative  to  make  this  distribution;  and,  when 


<n  the  ground  that  it  was  his  coii- 
strucliou  of  the  la.\?  Was  nit  he  responsible  for 
his  miscunstruclionof  la* — for  tlie  misconsirucfion 
of  hi-  law  ofli::er?  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr  Bitls,  and  I 
procluim  now,  if  there  is  any  spark  of  spirit,  mauli- 
less  or  fri  eiloin  in  this  house,  that  they  will  exer- 
cise, that  remedy  at  the  proper  time. 

Impeach  ueiit  was  the  remedy,  a  id  the  only  reme- 
dy save  that  of  revolution,  and  he  declared  that 
it  was  his  sincere  belief  (and  gentlemen  might  not 
luliu  it  an  idle  declaration)  thai  if  this  usurpation  of 
re  sulTcred  oy  the  house,  six  moiilhs  would 


not  p.iss  over  their  heads  before  lliey  saw  ten  thou- 1  rich. 


he  was  iii  llicliinond  a  week  ago,  a  letter  had  been 
rei:eived  from  cuio  of  the  acting  agents  of  govern- 
ment inq  iiring  who  was  entitled  to  receive  that 
state's  q'ula?  This  was  lo  he  for;'ed  on  them  by  a 
man  who  professed  to  be  opposed  to  distribution  al- 
together. 

The  president  put  bis  veto  on  no  ground  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  cJiHlitution.  Had  he  nol  been  a  pecu- 
liar  friend  of  distrihiiiion?  Mr.  B.' briefly  enamined 
the  policy  and  benefits  of  this  scheinL',  and  pronoun- 
ced Ihe  repeal  or  su-ipe:isi.ia  of  it  to  be  an  attempt 
plunder  the  poor  man  for  the  benefit  of  ibu 
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Tjiil  tlie  prpsi>!i'n(  I'nt!  totn'  (!icm  '.hot  he  surrender 
ed  his  coiisiitiiiiririnl  fk>iili(s<in  a  Isitf  iiiii— ijie  appi/r 
ticnmfnt  liill— in  <ifff!ciii-e  lo  :l:c  will  (,f;Ue  ie-i^b 
ture,  as  PX[iresii'ci  hy  tin;  pa-^^anc  oT  that  law,  am 
signed  the  bill.  Yet,  on  liiis  i.l'h.r  liill  of  s'lrh  irili 
ti  fe  miigriilude,  involving  the  nhole  power  of  taxa 
tion,  the  v.  hole  revenues  of  the  country,  the  presi 
dent  told  them  that  he  had  no  constitutional  diffieul- 
ties,  but  interposed  his  ohjnnions  on  the  grounds  ot 
expediency,  and  undertook  to  threaten  this  house, 
while  legislating  on  this  ^rcat  and  important  suhject. 
with  the  exercise  of  another  veto.  The  legislature 
of  the  country  was  threatened  in  advance  with  the 
exercise  of  the  veto  power  unless  it  submitted  to  ex- 
ecutive dictation.  This  eoinitry  was  but58\ears 
old;  it  was  now  in  its  infancy,  and  at  this  early  slarje 
of  our  history  was  the  legislature  to  submit  to  the 
dictation  of  the  executive,  and,  as  the  gentleman  be- 
fore said,  of  such  an  execulive  too?  If  the  president's 
path  was  laid  out  before  him,  Mr.  B.'s  was  laid  out 
also.  VVould  they  agree  to  strike  out  this  distribu- 
tion clause  at  the  dictation  of  the  executive?  For  his 
part,  he  would  die  in  his  tracks  before  he  would. — 
He  would  vote  for  no.reveniie  bill  on  earth  that  did 
not  suspend  the  20  per  cent,  clause  in  the  distribu- 
tion bill;  and,  until  -we  had  the  means  of  raising  re- 
venue, he  would  vote  for  no  appnipriations.  We  had 
$J7,000  000  debt  authorised,  and  until  we  had  the 
means  not  only  of  meeting  the  interest  but  the  prin- 
cipal, he  never  would  vote  for  the  appropriation  of 
a  dollar:  he  would  see  how  .Mr.  Tyler  got  along  with- 
out money.  If  he  could  carry  ()n  the  government 
without  money,  Mr.  B.  proclaimed  here  in  his  place 
that  they  would  make  him  the  next  president. 

It  had  been  said  lliat  this  bill  was  iVanied  with  an 
express  reference  to  eliciting  a  conflict  with  the  ex- 
ecutive. Mr.  B.  did  not  wish  to  use  any  harsh  lan- 
guage. And  yet  be  could  not  lielp  saying  that  the 
man  who  talked  in  that  way  asserted  what  he  knew 
to  be  false.  He  did  not  know  that  it  had  been  said 
on  this  fi  mr;  but  if  it  had,  he  did  not  take  this  decla- 
ration back.  It  was  wilhin  the  knowledge  of  every 
member  of  this  house  that  it  was  apprehended  by 
some  that  the  bill  in  its  original  shape  would  be  ve- 
toed, and  when  it  went  to  the  senate  they  struck  out 
the  provision  of  the  house  and  substiluted  another  for 
the  express  purpose  of  avoiding  a  veto.  It  had  pass- 
ed, as  did  the  hank  bill  of  1841,  with  a  provision 
placed  in  it  for  the  express  object  of  avoiding  a  con- 
flict with  the  executive  department. 

In  regard  to  the  state  of  parlies,  Mr.  B.  had  but  a 
remark  to  make.  He  had  seen  it  slated  in  the  pub- 
lic prints,  and  in  some  private  letters  of  members  on 
this  floor,  that  this  congress  was  totally  neglecful  of 
its  duty  lo  the  puolic  interests,  and  that  every  ques- 
tion was  decided  with  reference  to  the  chances  of 
the  presidential  candidates.  It  did  not  become  him 
to  speak  for  the  whole  party,  but  for  himsell',  (and 
he  believed  he  was  universally  charged  with  being 
the  root  and  fomdation  of  all  conspiracies  in  this 
house),  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  and  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  course  of  act  ion  of  other  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  was  associated,  he  undertoi  k  lo  say 
thai  this  charge  was  utterly  groundless.  He  never 
had,  in  a  single  instance,  heard  a  whisper  from  any 
member  of  the  whig  party,  on  the  decision  of  any 
question  submitted  fur  their  consideialion,  as  toils! 
ethsct  on  the  presidential  election.  Yet  tliey  were 
charged  with  it  throughout  the  country,  and  by  men! 
of  his  party  en  this  floor.  Let  those  genlleinen  tell 
with  whom  they  had  conversed  on  this  question  in 
relerence  to  the  bearing  the  passage  of  this  or  that 
measure  would  have  on  any  pr.sideiitial  candidate. 
The  hour  having  expired,  ulr.  B.  resu.iied  his  seat. 


had  instmcled  him  to  report  the  bill,  which  he  «honM 
n i.iv  d  1.  He  was  not  sure.  Ilial  it  w.  old  prove  satis- 
factor\  to  the  senate,  but  it  euihrdicd  the  views  of  a 
niajirity  of  the  commiltpe.  The  snbjecl  hud  been 
r.  in.W  lo  hi-  a  dimrult  one.  and  when  the  bill  came 
up  lor  action  he  sliould  call  the  special  attention  of 
the  senate  to  its  provisions. 

The  bill   to  confirm  clairfis  lo  lands  in  the  district 
between   Ihe    Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabi 


Our  conduct,  as  hciwcen  Mexico  and  Texas,  had,  he 
•  iiiii,  been  but  thai  of  the  chief  commercial  siaK-s  of 
i^niope.  Like  us,  ihev  had  recognised  the  indcr«;i- 
l.-nie  of  'Jexas.  '!  ii.'s  txi'ted.  in  fact;  anil  itsie- 
■ogniti -n  was  Iherclorc  no  matter  of  na'i  ,na!  oiK-ne; 
.r,  if  such  in  us.  was  equall>  so  against  all  other 
powers  recognising  it.  We  had,  he  said,  displayed 
a  moderation   the  most  determined  towards  Mexico, 

such   as  would   have  dishonored  us,  if  practised   to-  __ _    ^^ , 

wards  any  but  a  feeble  power.  -We  had  submitted  |Consnlercd  in  commRleroftiie  whole  and  ordered  to 
lo  Ihe  most  singular  diplomatic  indignities,  while  the    be  engp  ssed. 

cry  of  our  plundered  citizens  was  constantly  piercing  The  bill  directing  an  edition  of  the  laws  of  the 
our  cars.  Did  ice  proceed,  like  the  French  to  nego-  United  States  to  he  compiled  and  printed  and  for 
tiale  with  a  fleet  in  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz.  No;  '  the  distribution  thereof,  was  discussed  at  some  length 
we  forbore,  while  our  impoverished  countrymen  were  amended  in  several  particulars,  and  ordered  lobe 
knocking  at  our  d,)oi-5  lor  national  redress.     In  the  ,  ensro  sed. 

midst  of  these  acts  of  forbearance,  the  Mexican  mi-  The  bill  to  raise  a  new  regiment  and  to  or-anize 
nister  qtiils  the  country,  by  a  sort  of  flight,  leaving  !  a  corps  of  horse  artillery  was  called  up  when  Mr 
behind  him  a  public  libel  against  us.  Still,  pocket-  '.4,c/ifr  said  that  the  committee  on  mililarv  affairs  had 
ing  this  studied  insult,  we  enter  into  a  convention  for  no  disposition  to  press  the  bill,  and  it  was'  laid  on  the 
the  liquidation  of  these  claims  of  our  people.     What    table. 

a  scene  then  ensues!  We  appoint,  under  the  treaty,  |  On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  senate  then  pro- 
iair  and  proper  commissioners,  while  they,  to  tl  is  ceeded  to  the  consideraiion  of  executive  business  and 
judicial  board,  this  m.xed  commission,  delegate  diplo-  j  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned.  ' 

matic  agents,  directed  to  hear  no  evidence  nor  argu-  ' 
ment,  and  to  dispute  every  claim!  All  claims  are 
thus  referred  to  the  umpire.  Every  defay  is  mean- 
while used  tospin  out  tlie  time,  so  that  as  "many  cases 
as  possi.de  might  fie  excluded  by  the  termination  of 
tlie  c<  mmission.  The  documentary  testimony  ivliich, 
when  called  upon,  Mexico  had  bound  herself  to  sup- 
ply from  her  archives,  was  in  no  instance  supplied,  or 
dy   in   a   mutilated  state.     Finally,  jja.SUJ  UOd  of 


July  16.  The  bill  to  authorise  the  adjustment  of 
aiins  for  propertv  destroyed  bv  military  operations 
Florida,  was  taken  up,  on  mo'tion  of  ,\Ir.  Graham, 
id,  after  having  been  debated  at  considerable  length, 
js  ordereil  to  lie  engrossed. 

The  following  bill  was  considered  in  committee  of 
**  whole  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
''"'"''''"'" '""'""'ise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
claims  are  adjudicaled,  while  above  ^1U,U0U  UUU  '"  n"^!"' an  arrangement  or  compromise  with  any  of 
more  remain  refeired  to  the  umpire,  but  undecided.  "'^  'sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United  States  by 
And  now  alter  these  long  delays,  tliese  elt'o.it-,  in  S'"""<^'  Svartwoiit,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for 
every  way  to  embarrass,  to  harass,  and  to  dele'at  the   '"'fpP"'''  "^  ^^.'^  ^°''^- 

claimants,  by  every  u;  just  device,  wnat  IS  Ihe  result  I  '  '^  following  bilU  were  read  a  third  time  and 
even  as  to  those  whose  claims  have  been  adjudged?    P^^r'',,,, 

Co  into  themaikel  and  learn  the  value  of  Ihi,  Mexi-       .'"'^   '"''  '°  •"■"inrm  the  claims  to  land  in  the  dis- 
can  scrip!     See  what  Alexican  redress  aff.rds  to  your    'rict  between  Ihe  llio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers, 
plundered,  your  beggared  citizens!    Yet  we  have  not        T""   '^'"   flirecting  an  edition  of  tlie    lax'S  of  the 
tiamed   out;  we  hjie   not  complained;  we  have  not    United  States  to   be  compiled   and  printed,  and  for 
e.en  made  a  demand  on  Mexico  for  the  amount  ad-    "'^  distribution  thereof. 

judicted  under  tins  convention.  |      The  bill   to   abolish  the  oTiee  of  the  noniinissary 

Meantime  Alexico  ha-,  no  diplomatic  agent  amongst  general  of  purchases,  the  bill  lo  establish  a  corps  of 
us.  One  has  come  to  tTie  country,  but  avoids  becoui-  sappers,  miners,  ami  pontoniers,  and  the  bill  in  addl- 
ing fully  accredited,  and  enters,  en  attfiulant,  uito  a  li'>n  to  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful 
sort   ol    uiiautfiorised    belligerency    with    us.       We    arts,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

should,  as  long  as  it  is  po.ssib:e,  forbear  towards  a'  The  bill  providing  for  the  publicalion  of  an  edition 
sister  republic;  but  we  shall,  at  last,  be  compelled  to  of  18  OOU  copies  of  the  laws  regulal  ing  the  post  ofli-e 
chastise  a  government  that  only  repays  our  kindness    deparlincnt,  came  up  in  its  order,  as  in  committee  of 


ith  wrongs,  and  our  moderation  with  insults.  iVlr. 
P.  moved  the  reference  ol  the  correspondence  lo  the 
commitlee  ol   foreign    relations. 

ftlr.  *iTirr  spoke  with  approval  of  the  tone  of  the 
papers,  alsool  Uiedouuaients  written  by  ihesecrelaiy 
111  relulK.ii  to  the  Creole,  and  they  Were  the  only  docu- 
ments irom  thalqnarterof  vvliicli  complainlcould  not 
be  made.  Air.  6.  tompiained,  however,  that  less  spirit 
had  been  shown  towards  G.Britain,  whose  conduct  had 
been  tar  more  oH'ensive  lliau  that  of  Mexico.  He 
opposed  to  fljining  out  against  an  i.nbecile  po 


sed  o  naming  out  against  am. nbecilepow-  Haimants  under  the  Mexican  treaty,  c 
welold  our  arms  against  am, re  pnverlul  j^^t  of  the  partial  award  made  bv  tl 
He  would  support  the  government  in  mam-  ■ii„„„„,    ,.,  ,,.r,i..    ,i.„  „,„:,„_.  „c  ....„  -o;-. 


the  whole;  and  after  having  been  explained  by  Mr. 
M'iricic,  who  contended  for  the  necessity  of  the  piib- 
,  licati  >n.  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  funyan)  Sei-ier, 
I  Mr.  Eciin,!  desired  to  examine  the  bill,  as  it  involv- 
ed a  considerable  expenditure  of  money;  and,  with 
Ihjl  vie.v,  he  moved  an  adjournment;  which  motion 
being  agreed  to. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Ju'T  IS.     Mr.  JVrighl   presented   a  petition   from 
on  Leggett,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  one  of  the 
the   sub- 


settle   the  claims  of  our  citizens 
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er,  Willie 

oHender. ...kk- ^  li-^.^......^... ... ...«,.. 

taming  its  dignity  to.varda  uotli  of  those  iialious.  Mexico 

Mr.  CritteuUcn  said  that  he  should  have  regretted  |  The  memorial  goes  into  the  historv  of  Ihe  subject 
very  iiiueli  lo  have  seen  any  heroic  Duisteri.ig  to- !  and  presents  considerati  ms  in  reference  to  the  de- 
w  aids  a  power  so  lillie  formidable  is  Mexico.  Let  pressed  value  of  the  certilicales,  and  asks  congress  to 
that  repuolic  bluster  if  she  pleased,  but  he  was  glad  take  measures  lo  secure  their  payment, 
lo  see  mat  ihe  maxim  of  the  noble  Koman  had  been  I  Also,  from  ship  owners,  merchants  a-id  exporters 
pursueu;  '-lo  slriiie  those  m  arms,  but  to  spare  the  1  of  the  agricultural  products  of  the  country  against 
lallen."  He  »  as  indeed  rejoiced  lo  see  m  this  case  !  a  reslriclive  larifF,  as  highly  de-tructive  lO  the  ag- 
thal  tfie  maxim  liad  been  observed.  riciilturalists,  ship  o.vners  and  exporters. 

IVir.  Linn  said  thai  there  was  a  another  matter,  not  |      A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 

orrespondence,   which    was   Ihe    scntatives  announcihg  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  pro- 

de  revenue  from  imports  and  to  change  and  modify 


SEiNATE.  I 

Jdly  14.  Thepresiffcn(  of  the  senate  laid  before! 
the  tiody  a  comnuinicalion  from  the  president  of  tfie  i 
United  States  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  n.h  inst.  calling  for  the  correspondence  in  re- 
lation to  our  atlairs  w  iih  Mexico. 
Porti'Mis  thereof  were  read. 

Mi.  PreUon  rose  to  enforce  various  points  in  this 
very  grave  mailer.  He  insisted,  as  belore,  tiial  there 
coufd  be  no  question  of  the  higli  moderation  anu  for- 
bearance with  wliich.  we  liave  met,  on  the  part  of 
Mexico,  4  series  of  injuries  and  indignities,  snch  as 
it  would  have  been  utterly  disgraceful  lo  bear,  ex- 
cept from  a  nation  wfiose  feeoie  and  embarrassed 
state  made  concessions  and  patience  a  matter  ol  niag- 
naiiimily  in  a  country  so  much  more  powerlui  and 
secure.  Had  sucfi  acts  been  committed  or  such  lan- 
guage been  used  against  us  by  any  ol  the  large  Euro- 
pean stales,  they  would  fiave  oeeii  met,  by  every  cili- 
Zeiiof  this  country,  with  one  general  burst  of  mdigiia- 
ttou,  one  geaerui  ciaaiur  lor  lepacaiiou  or  veujjeaucii. 


alluded   to  in  t 

irealmeiil  of  our  odicial  agent  at  Santa  Fe. 

The  papers  were  referred  lo  the  coiiiroiltee  on  fo- 
reign re.ati  n^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  the  cunsideraliuii  of  private  bills  the  senate 
went  Into  execulive  session  and,  sutisequently  thereto, 
adjourned. 

July  15.  Mr.  Cti//ioun  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  ol  Florioa,  praying  .that  Ifie  territory  may 
be  admitted  into  the  union  as  a  state. 

tvir.  :^imlli,  ol  liiOiana,  Irom  tfie  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  to  whom  liad  been  referred  the  opinion  ol 
Ihe  secretary  of  war  that  the  lead  mines  in  the  stale 
ol  Illinois  and  the  ternlories  of  Wiskonsaii  and  loA^a, 
could  be  sold  under  existing  laws  as  other  puuiic 
laiitis,  and  lo  wti,>iii  were  also  referred  several  peti- 

tiuiis  and  memorials  relative  to  the  sale  of  Ihe le- 

ral  lauds  in  said  slate  and  lerrituries,  reported  a  uiil 
on  tile  .subject. 

iNlr.  a.  said  a  majority  of  the  committee  consider- 
ed It  very  douot.ui.  to  say  the  least,  whether  any 
such  auliiprity  exi:<ted  by  law  at  this  uuie  as  was 
coiileniled  lor  by  Uie  secretary  of  war;  and  they  all 
concurred  luily  in  the  opinion  llral  no  sale  should 
uj^e  (Jluce  uQUur  douUUui  powers.    1  be  couiouHee 


vvs  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
lille,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EtKiiis,  was  referred  lo 
the  coni.nittee  on  finance  aud  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  rnoli,.),!  of  Mr.  Kvig, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  lay  before  the  senate  the  agreement 
m  ide  with  Casper  W.  Wever  in  1833  for  his  ser- 
vices in  superintending  the  work  on  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  t  igelher  with  the  correspondence  of  the 
committees  with  said  Wever,  showing  the  duties  he 
performed,  the  length  of  time  he  was  employed,  Ihe 
amount  of  money  p.aid  him,  and  whelherbe  perform- 
ed the  service  in  person  or  by  deputy,  and  if  by 
deputy  the  amount  paid  lo  him. 

Resolved,  That  he  cause  to  be  furnished  a  state- 
ment siiowing  who  were  the  bidders  for  Macadamis- 
ing the  avenue,  the  amount  of  each  bid,  and  the 
sums  paid. to  each  contractor  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  their  respective  contracts. 

Mr.  Bcnlvn  called  up  his  proposition  for  leave' to 
bi'iug  iu  a  biU  (at  xhe  cepeiil  of  the  baukrupt  act. 


334 


NTI.ES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  23.  1842— CONGRESS. 


Mr  B.  addressed  the.  senate  al  great  le 
V,hjt-rt 


I      Rrsnlvcil.  Thnt  the  house  of  rppre<!enfatives  ronsi- 

Iseir   d.-r  the  a-t  nf  the  prrsi  lent  of  the  lliiit-d  -Slates,  m- 

,M.  eo,„.,>.t,..e  ..,  ,„e   v  n..,e  un  u,e  ■.:lu«  .,f  the  u„-    !'«"'  ">  H'en,  by  hi.  messaxc  of  tl,.-  ph  Mhh,. ._  a_.,l 

i„M,  Mr.   .W.,'u«.«,nf  Peu.ylvam.,  i,    the   cha.r    .n  h,s  cau..m- to    '''-\''''P'^''<"''    ''r  ''''  '*'    Pntli  Id 

a„d  res..  „ed  the  c„„s,<ler,n,-.n   of  ti,e  bi)i   "to   pro-    seorelary  of  stale,  wth  the  a.t  of  con^n-cs  ent  lied 

vide  revenue  fro.ii  imporls,  and  for  other  pi.rpo^es."  ,  "An    a<-t   for    the  app-.rtimment   "^  ■•^•P"'"^:^"  ="»«' 

Ai-ter  volin^r  „p,,n  ianons  amend  neats  proposed,  [  arnons  the  severaUt.tes   aeeordm-  to  Ihe  sixth  nen- 

Ihe  comn.itlee  rose,  and  rep  .Tied  pro„'ress.  !  ^■'.'s."  approved  and  sisned  bv  hini,  «n  exposition  ol 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the   house  a  comai.i-  I  his  reasons  for  sivms  to  the  sai^  ant  his  saa^l'"".  ='S 

nicati..nfr..Ni  the  president  cnohisins;  correspondence    <l"W«iTantedbv  the  constitiitionaiKUawsDl  Ihe  Lm  I- 

ment  as  called  for,  A  hich  on    ed  Stales,  injanous  to  the  piihlicinlei-est,  and  nf  evil 


-th  on  the  ,  HOUSI-:  OF  liEP.iESKVTA  PIVKS. 

I      TiU'R'Dvv.  Jixr   14      The   hm^-e    resolved 

nade  a  brief  reply    a;ai]i-l  ara-.tii?    j.,t  ■  c.iui.oitlce  of  the 

Icaie  a'l'ihis  1  de  siaie  of  the  session,  a  d  thi-  q  i.'s. 
li.;i,  en  leave  uas  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
ciiled  in  the  nei;ative  as  follows; 

YK\s._Messrs.  Allen,  Biiibv,  Bent,)",  B-idianan, 
Calhoun,  Cnlhbert,  Fulton,  Graiiam.Kms,  Lion,  Mo- 
R>  hens.  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.  topra<ue 
Sturgeon,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
Yonns-.;!.  .  „         ^    ^^^^^^  Berrien,  Choate,    m„uon  of  Mr.  Mum,  was  referred   to  the   com  n,t-   example  for  Ihe  future;  and  thr  house  do  nerehy 


wilh  the  Mexican  no' 


jsj^ya Messrs.  Barrow,  _  .  i 

Clavton   Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Day  Ion,  EvSns.  ^  lee  on  foreign  ad'airs  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
Hiiiderson      Hu'nlin:;ton,    Kerr,      Merrwk,    Miller,    the  house aiij  lunied. 
Moreheail,'  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Iiid.  White,  ' 
AVoodbrid;;e— 21. 

The  leave  required  two-thirds  under  the  rule. 

After  the  consideration  of  private  bills  the  senate 
then  adj  .uriied. 

JuLT  19-     Mr-    Biiclmnan   presented    a    memoria 
from  James  dinner,  stating  a  discovery  w 
P 


ch  It  had 
I'd  Almighty  God  to  make  known  to  him,  con- 
»,-,„."•  of  a  peculiar  form  of  steam  boiler,  by  which 
the  g°caie.st  savuig  can  be  etfecled   to  the  govern- 

"' The  memorialist  states  that  the  steamers  Missis- 
sippi and    Missouri  have  boilers  which  cost  $80  OdO 


Old  s'^7  OUO,  while  he  « ill  iiive  security  to  construct 
or  the  ■'overnment  boilers  of  equal  capacity  and 
iiossessin^  all  ipther  advanla-cs  for  ;j-20  OOJ  eac  h. 

Mr.  hates,  from  the  omniittee  on  pensions,  pre- 
senled  the  following  j  unt  resolution: 

Kisdved  by  tlu  Semite  and. house  uj  rqmsenlalives  <f 
the  i'ltUed  il'ales  ifjmericii  in  cmiprress  ussembied.  That 
the  benefits  of  the  act  entitled  ■•an  act  granting  half 
pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows,"  api|roved  the 
■Zllf  dav  of  J.iiy,  1S3:!,  shall  not  be  withheld  Iron, 
any  wido>v  whose  h  ..snaiid  died  alter  the  passage  of 
llie  act  of  June  7,  103^,  and  b.lore  the  a-a  ol  July  7, 
lci3d,  ifotherA-ise  entitled  to  th-  

iMr.  C)-i((t!»ie"  ff"'"  th 
presented  w 


and    lemnly  protest  a,'ainst  the  sai.l  art  of  the  presi.lent, 
i  and  asainst  its  ever  being  repeated  or  adduced  as  a 
I  precedent  hereafter. 
Mr.  Moore,  of  Louisiana,  asked  ,      ^^  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^ _.^  ^^^^^^  j,^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^h  the 

table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  the  regular  morn- 
ing business,  being  reports  of  com  nittees. 

And  the  first  b-niness  in  that  ord^r  regularU-  he- 
fore  Ihe  house,  was  a  report  made  "long  ago,"  fr  mi 
the  com  nillee  on  the  judiciary,  setting  forth  that  it 
was  inexpedient,  31  this  time,  to  pass  any  laws  em- 
bracing corp  -rations  within  the  provisions  of  the  hill 
to  provide  for  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 


Frid.1t,  Jul?  15 

leave  l.j  otfer,  with  a  view  to  have  printed,  an  aiiiend- 
n.enl  to  the  tarilF  bill,  and  expressed  his  desire  to 
make  certain  disclosures  in  relation  to  frauds  on  the 
revenue  connected  with  the  article  of  sugar.  Mr.  M. 
asked  that  the  a.uendn.ent  might  be  read. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows; 

Add  to  the  eighth  section: 

Provided  ftirlher,  That  an  inspection,  tinder  such 
regulations  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  pre- 
scribe, shall  be  made  of  all  sugars  and  molasses  i 


ported  from    Ibreign  countries,  in  order   to  prevent   out  the  United  States, 


irauds,  and  the  introduction  of  sirup  of  cane  or  but- 
tery sirup  under  the  title  of  molasses,  or  others 
wise. 

Add  to  the  fifteen  section: 

.find  priivided  furlUer,  That  one  per  centum,  and  no 
more,  shall  be  retained  on  the  amount  of  drawnacks 


And  Mr.  Roo.'erelt,  who  was  entitled  to  the  flior, 
submitted. some  remarks.  Was  there;  (said  he)  any 
peculiar  claim  on  Ihe  part  ol  these  corporalions  to 
indulgence.  On  the  other  hand  were  not  the  wh  de 
people,  if  possible,  even. more  interested  in  suhject- 
ini  them  to  tlie  operation    of  a    bankrupt  law   than 


l,UdU  po 


into  lujjhi  or  i 


nillee  on  the  judiciary, 
dinenl,  the  bill  to  amend  Ihe 
aclTnl'itred'-an  act  supple. nentary  t  J  the  art  entitled 
an  act  to  amend  Ihe  aelto  amend  the  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States."  „    ,      ,       r      .i  •     i 

This  bi.l  IS  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day 
next  week.  .  ,        , 

Mr.  Preslm,  agreeably   to   notice,  mlroduced   on 
leave  the  following  j  mit  res  dution: 

Resnlced  by  the  seii.ite  and  house  of  rein-esentatives  oj 
the  U.iUed  at.:tes  ifJnurica  in  coiigniss  assembled,  11 
Til  sij  lis   tierealttr  appropriated  to  carry  into  eliect 
uLtles   for  the    eximgui'hmenl  of  Indian  t.Ues   to  |  „„.,„„ 
laud   shall    be  reim.jarsed  U  the  treasury  out  ot  the  |  i^r  ia4J 
sa.eiloi    lands  aiqiu-ed    by  the  treaty   u.ider  which 

^''u'l'Xe^'su'^geiti.in  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  q  lestion  on  its 
scco'id  rea.lni  ■  was  deferred  until  to-mo.row  i.i  order 
to  make  II  a  test  q.K-stioii,  v/lieu  Ihe  se.iate    may  ue 

'' AiltrpasMug  several  private  bills,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

July  20.     Mr.  Choate  presented  o  men.nri  il  from 
citiz.;ns   of  C, 

drawback  abowtd  ny  Ibe  present  la  .s  on  the  expor- 
taii  .11  of  rumdistiilcl  Iro.u  m  .,a.s  s.  -It  operates  a, 
a  uounty 


allov/edon  cotton  iinporled  Iron.  Texas,  and  the  be- |  ordinary  debts.'    [A  copy  of  the  lariffbin  and  amend- 
nelit  of  dra.vba.  k  shall   be   extended    to  ad   foreign  I  mgnts  having  been    received    from  the   printers,  the 
goods,  wares,  and    merchandise   exported,  inland,  to  I  subject  was  passed  over,  and] 
Texas  and  .Wexico. 

And  ihe  questun  being  taken,  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  received. 

[  The  lidlowing  is  tlie  statement  which  Mr.  Moore 
would  have  made  il   permitled: 

The  Island  of  Cuoa  pr  .duces  about  three  hundred 
and  t 


The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "to  provide  revenue  from  imports  and  to  change 
and  midify  existing  laws,  &.c." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  "shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?"  it  was  decided  in  the  attiruia- 


live. 


So  Ihe  house  determined  that  the  main  question 


.    iiidion  pounds  of  raw  sugar.     Accord- 1|^  ,,^^  ^^^  j^,^^„_ 
ordinary   cale.datioii,  m   the  West   indies  j 
ids  ol   raw  sugar    produces   33  gallons  ofj 
al  this  rate  Cuuj  produces  10,56J,iliJl)  gal- 
lons,    it' IS  well  known  that  a   large   qijunliiy  is  dis- 

li.led  in  that  island  i.ito  t.tffij.     We  tind  llial  upwards  l.^'';";"''  amended  as  l,.|| 
of  y.OJj  pi,)es  of  l.{//i«  lij's  oeen   exported  from  H 
vaiia  In  one  qiiarier;  il  may  safely  be   said   that  ol...  ,  .  -     ,  ,  , 

indasses    produced    is    manufactured  ,  rep"''' t"  <-'>"Sress.  report  ihe  number  and  names 
111    which  A  III  leave  7  y2U,U0d  "allons  I  -i"  'he  olrn-ers  and  pcrs  uis  employed,  and    h  iw   e 
>,i  I'lrialion       file  custo'iiT.j'use  returns    ployed,  in  the  collection  and    protection  of  the  reve- 
how''llial  lD,377,77ci  gallons  of  m.ila,-ses  i  nnes,  a-jd  where  employed,  and  the  a-nouut  paid  to 
were  1.1. ported  fr.iiii  Cuoa  iHo.ie — 7,4.57,778  galloi 


The  house  first  then  concurred  in  or  rejected  vnri- 
I  oiis  amendments  adopted  by  thecommilteeand  among 
I  others,  the  36lh  section  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  IV.  C. 


And  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
retary  nf  the  treasury  shall,  with  his  next  annual 
"     •  ■  ■  of 


and 
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lull. ion  and  a  hall  ga.l.' 
ed  to  A-ia,  Ainca  and 
cvi.s  upon  lis  Coltsuniel 

iVlr.  .Ji/irr,  of  ..^eA' 
from  ..u.ssex    and    Pa-ssau 
crcu-se  ul  dalles  on  uar  ir.. 

Mr.  Cim/Is  presented  11 
ti.ju  of  llie  w.'oi  gio.^ers 
dali  on  imp  -rled  aou 

,.lr.  ."(  ii^W,  ol  i\u 
slraii'  e'lru.o  ciliieiis  < 
seiii  larid'  law  ucUro 
proleclive  as  to  o.i..i-ii 

uir.  >'ul(-ii   ir-mi  til 


sSdCt 

'^^w.a.s  s!  •■It  . 

,„e,ll   of    that 

and  1S4I,  ill  TB  Ihjii  a 
ru.ii  have  been  exporl- 
Pacdie   entailing  moral 


Jersey,  presented  a   petition 


proceedings  in  conven- 


Y  irk,  presented  a    remo 


prusen 


eparl  . 


alln.d 

clalioi.    IJ   II 


LIOll 


public  land.- 
rged  fro...  iiit 
riic  p,-e,Klcal 


A'^Vaint   resolution   directing  the  transfer  of  the 

stiouneid    Oj   tu.;  J.l.leJ  o.aies   in    U.e  J,,^,,ipeaiie 


liurJ  ti.iie  ..iiU  pa^se 

A  nuiuLier  ol    pri 
disposed  ol. 

oovei-ai  uills  in  relation  to 
of  L/oiu.i.uia  were  Uicn*  dispy 
ll.Bii  went  lulu  Ciceutive  scs: 
jwuriicd. 


ol  i.ta  , 
ii,i,'l'oii,  Ueoi'lielowii  auu  .Vies 
idilio..s,  rfas  a.iienJed  n.  3.;,ii 
iiiolioii  of  »<il".  «t/t<i icit,  read 

ale  bills  wore  consi.lered  and 


.alters  of  the  Di-trici 

ctl   ul,  ami  tue  .s'e.lau 
on,  auU  Uicroailer  au- 


ire  llian  is  produced  for  exportation.  The  pre- 
umption  is  thai  this  a.nouiil  ol  sirup  of  sugar  cane 
ijs  oe  II  urought  iii  as  molasses,  li  this  sappositini 
s  correct,  tlie' revenue  has  been  defrauded  m  1840 
if  from  eight  hundred  thousa.id  to  one  niilliun  of 
dollars  J 

O.I  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  house  resolved  it- 
sen  pilo  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
union,  (.Vlr.  Mciie.ui^tn,  of  l-e.ii.syla.iia  in  the  chair), 
and  resu.ned  liie  cju.M.leratiun  of  liie  bid  to  provide 
revenue  Ironi  imp.,ris  a, id  to  change  and  modify  ex- 
isuiig  laws  inipuning  duties  on  i.iiporls,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Kiiiuerous  amendments  were  proposed  and  voted 
upon,  and  am mg  uiliers,  one  by  .vlr.  Gentry,  in  reia- 
lijii  to  the  Slate  dents,  and  an.)lher  by  i.ir.  »►'.  C. 
Johnston,  also  iii  reialun  to  tne  slate  deois. 

U.i  jir.  ^y.  C.  .JJi.ison's  a  uen  i  lU.il  teller,^  were 
ordered,  and  .iless.'s.  VV.C.  J.    and    Oenlry   filed  otf, 
ar.ii  and    arm,  t.irougb   the   tellers,  in  lavjr  of  tl 
amend. i.enl,  a  .iidst  r.iars  of  laj^tucr;  tl 
lote  inus  s  aodiiig  two. 

The  chau'u.aii  saiJ  the  amendinent   was  «»ti/cii(/i/ '  qii-i'stion.  no 
lost,  wilnoul  a  cou.il  ol  Uie  nc^ji.vu.  ',  third  readin; 

A.iieud.iieiiib  were  lun.ier  ulfored  by  Messrs.  Be. 
son  .iiid  V.aluiig. 

iilr.  Ciii/iui^'  .1 
1.  e.  the  piov.sj 


oved  to  strike  out   the  25lh  section; 
epealii.g  Ine  lilb  seeluu  of  the  dis- 


liie  vote  slood:  ayes  7J,  n  les  105. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejeeled 


epur 


Alter  voliiig  upon  ihe  vari.mst 
pus.  d,  li.e  cuui.iiiLlee  rose,  and 

a.iiend  neiiLs  to  li.j  bouse,  wh.el.  on  uijti  -ii  were  or- 
Uered  to  ue  pi  luted,  and  the  house  adjjuriied. 

S.vTur.uA.',  JuLV  Id.  Mr.  .Idanii.  iVom  the  select 
cuni.i.iUee  app..l.iiej  under  tne.  reajl.ll.  ai  suoulilted 
ny  II....,  and  to  winch  was  .■cler.^ed  ihe  letter  ol  the 
secretary  of  stale  lians.iiiUing  tne  e.xpjsilKin  of  llie 
reas.j  .s  of  the  presidenl  . 
giving  his  saiiclijii  tu  Ine 
leave  lu  make  a  lep.irt  Iheieoii. 

I'l.eiepjrlcoticuiJca  with  Uie  foilowiiig rcbululion, 
which  wu»  road: 


1.  olfi  -er  employed  by  a  yearly  salary  or  other- 
wise. And  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  la«r 
no  collector,  reciver, or  other ollicer connected  vilh 
the  collection  or  protection  of  the  revenues,  or  em- 
ployed in  any  n.anner  in  connexion  wilh  the  coUec- 
t!->n  and  protection  of  the  revenue,  or  any  other  per- 
son or  persons,  shall  hn  permitted  to  take,  dra  v,  or 
receive  the  am  lunt  of  his  s.ilary  or  compensati'in 
fr.im  any  miiieys  collected  or  received  from  the  re- 
venues of  the  iivernment  before  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury, hut  all  olH  'ers  or  persons  employed  m  the  col- 
ledion  or  protection  of  the  revenues  shall  he  paid 
al  the  treasury,  or  by  draft  from  the  treasury  on  ctd- 
lectoi's,  receivers,  or  olii -ers  ora;,'nts  in  wdiose  l.-in-ls 
g  ivefiimenl  moneys  may  be  placed  or  collected;  and 
all  such  accounts  shall  he  regularly  audited  in  the 
treasury;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treas  iry  to  report  ainually  the  na -lies  and  cniploy- 
nicuts  of  th'!  persons  whose  accounts  shall  be  thus 
audiled,  and  the  a  noiint,  and  for  what  paid,  to  each 
oHi  er  and  pi'rson  whose  account  shall  be  thas  auJit- 
rir.njlive  i  •''I  '"  the  treasury."'] 

I      Tlie  a  iiend.nent,s  having  been  disposed  of  and  the 
its  engrossment  and  ordering  it  to  a 
g  taken,  was  decided  in  ll.c  alfiruia- 
live  by  yeas  116,  nays  111. 

S  1  the  hill  was  ordered  ti  n  third  realini;. 

Mr-  If'eller  moved  thai  the   house  adjourn;  which 
motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  a  third  ti  no  by  iU 
title,  and  the  q  icslion  being  "shall  this  bill  pas~?"— 

Mr   Gentry  moved  that  it  be   rec  i;n  nille  ' 


ramcndmcntspro-  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the  iiiu-)i), 
with  inslriicli  ins  to  inq-iire  into  the  expediency  of 
incorpor.itiiig  therein  certain  provisions  whi-h  he 
sent  1 1  tbe  chair:  [i.  e.  in  relation  to  slate  debts.] 

Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  house 

with  any  r.'inaiks.     Hj  had    sii'i.iiilted    this  a  iteiid- 

injiil  III  coii.in.ltee,  where  it  had  been   rcjeclcdi  and 

he  I.J.I  som.;  personal  motives  fur  wishing  it  might 

I  tte|iai'liiiei.t,  fur    appear  on  the  j  niriial. 

i.uciil  bill,  a.-ked  ,      Mr.  Mir^un  de.iiaiiiled  the  previous  q  loslion. 
And  there  was  a  second. 
I      And   llie  uiaiii  qaesUuo  was  ordered   to  be  oowr 
i  lakuu. 
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Mr.  Ji.  V.  Bmn)  asked  the  yeS'  and  nays  thereon, 

Whirli  w,  i-ciinlere.l. 

And  llic  .i^ii-sli  Ki,  ■Slinl!  liii^  !)il!  nnssf"  wns  tiien 
ta!(-n,  .T.d  (leoi'ir,!  in  Ilio  sffi.  ii-ilive'.  as  l""llr).vs: 
_YE\;-  — Me^-.s.  Aiiii-hs,  Alle:i,  L..  VV.  Andrews, 
Siu-i-lock  J.  ,Andre,i-s,  Aiiplftnn,  Arnold,  Ayorug, 
Bad-ork,  B:it(.T,  B:irnard,  Hail  mi,  Birrlspye,  Biuir, 
B)ordnian,  B  irden,  B.itts,  Brij;.;s,  Bronkivay,  Bron- 
son,  Jeremiah  Br.nvn,  Biirnell','  Cjihotn,  ThiniLis  J. 
Caniphcll,  Childs,  Cliitleiiden,  J  >lin  C.  Clark.  Staley 
Jf .  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowcn,  C:'aiiston,  Cravens, 
Cashing,  Garrett  Davis, Jjhn  Elwards,  Everett, 
Fessciiden,  Fillmore,  A.  Laivrenre  Foster,  Gates, 
Gentry,  Giddings,  Gog^in.  PatrickG  Goode,  Gra- 
ham, Granpter,  Green,  Hall,  Halstead,  H)ward, 
Hudson,  Joseph  R.  lager^'oll,  James  Irvin,  VVm.  W. 
Irwin,  J  lines,  Willia  n  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  J  mes, 
John  P:  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  MfKennan,  Tliom  is 
F.  Marshall,  Sanson  Mason,  Matlii.t,  Malt-icks, 
Maxwell.  Maynard,  Moore,  Aiori;nn,  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Os  lorne,  Oi^'sley,  Parnienter,  Pearee,  Pendle- 
ton, Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benj.  Randall,  A'exan- 
der  Randall,  Randolph,  Rid--.vay,  Rodney,  W.Rus- 
sell, J.  M.  Russell,  Silti)iislall,  Slie,iperd,  Sim  niton, 
Slade,  Tnitnan  Smith,  Sollers,  Sprij';,  Stanly, 
Stokely,  Slraton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  J  ihn  r. 
Stuart,  Si  naisrs,  Taliaferro,  J  dm  B.  Tliompson, 
Ri.'hurd  \V.  Thompson,  Tillinj;hast,  Poland,  Tom- 
linson,  Triplett,  Trumbull.  Underwood,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, AVallare,  VVashlugton,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White,  J  .seph  L.  Williams,  Yorke,  A. 
Youoij;,  J.  Youn,'— 116. 

NAVj — Messrs.  Arrinjton,  Alherton,  Beeson, 
Bidlack,  illaok,  Bo.stic,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  ChariiS  Brown,  Burke,  S.i  np- 
son  H.  IJ.itler,  Willi  mi  U.itler,  Willia  u  O.  Buller, 
Green  VV.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary, 
Casey,  Chapman,  Clillord,  Ciint.m,  Coles,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cr.iss,  Daniel,  Richard  D  Divis,  Da.vson, 
Dean.Dcberry,  U.an,  D  u-  Eastman,  John  C.  E  1- 
wards, ti^bert,  John  C.  Fi  lyd,  Cnarles  A.  Floyd, 
For.iance,  Plioiuas  F.  Foster,  Ganjole,  Garry,  (iil- 
mer,  VVilliaai  O.  Goode,  G  irdoo,  Gustiiie.  Gwm, 
Haoershain,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Houek,  Houston,  Huoard,  Hunter, Charles 
J.  la^ersull,  Jaek,  Cave  Johns  m,  Jalin  vV.  J.iies, 
Keiiii,  .\iidrew  Kennedy.  Km;,  Lewis,  Littletield, 
Abraha.ii  McCieiian,  Itjbert  jVleUiellan,  .VIciviy, 
McKeoii,  Alaliory,  .\iarcliaiid,  Ailred  Marshall,  John 
Thompson  Masjii,  .vlathews,  Medill,  Meriwether, 
Miller,  iVtitciiell,  Newhard,  Pdtrid,;c,  Payne,  Piek- 
eiis,  Piumer,  Read,  iiediii^,  Reneh  r,  Reynolds, 
Kiiett,  itiiljSs,  iii)|^ers,  lto.)Seve,t,  Sauford,  .Saunders, 
Shaw,  diuelds,  vvfiiiiaai  rf  uiih,  Snyder,  Steenrod, 
Siimter.Jaeoo  riiompson,  I'ur.iey,  v'aiiBuren,  Ward, 
Warren,  Waltersun,  vVeJier,  Ja.ues  »V.  VVjiUauis.C. 
H.  vVihiauis,  vVood— 11.;. 

So  llie  uilt  wa-.  p.is^ieU. 

Mr.  Cuoper,  ol' Peonsyivania,  moved  that  the  vote 
be  recoiisiacretl,  diid  demanded  the  [irevious  question. 
And  there  was  a  secoii.l.  And  the  .nam  question  (on 
t.ie  reeousiJeraiijii)  was  ordered;  and,  ticiiig  taken, 
the  vole  ,\as  twt  rceonsidered. 

Ameiidaieuis  to  the  title  were  proposed  by  Messrs. 
CaiiipbtU,  ol  d.  Carolina,  and  M.  .i.  Cuuper,  and  were 
rejected  oy  a  vote  ol  two  to  one.  ^ 

And  lue  hou:,u  then  ajjur.ied. 

Mo.vuAr,  July  Id.  i\lr.  tV.  Cost  Juknson  rose  ani 
said  tiiat  lie  wouid  not  ask  the  u.iaiiu.ious  eoiiseiit  ol 
the  house,  lest  he  siiould  ii.ii  get  it,  to  otter  the  lol- 
lowinj;  resolution,  out  be  wouid  .uuve  that  the  rules 
ot'  the  house  oe  suspended  lor  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  otfer  it: 

Kuotvcd,  I'hat  a  select  com  nittee  of be  ap- 
pointed I.)  inquire  mlo  the  expediency  of  reporiiutf  a 
bili  containiui;,  nrst,  ti.e  Ib.lorvinj:  provisions:  Puat 
Jne  secretary  ui  tne  treasury  oe  aaoiansed  to  issue, 
upon  tiie  idiiii  of  the  govern. ueiii,  two  hundred  mil- 
lions 01  goveriimeiiL  stock,  in  ccriihcates  ol  denoiui- 
Datluiis  nut  less  tUau  one  huiiureu  dollars,  nor  ex- 
ceeding one  tiiousaud  dohais,  uearinj;  an  iiileresl  of 
fiveperceiilumperamiu.il  lor  two  years  a.ter  the 
date  ol  issue,  aiiu  aiier  tiie  expiration  ol  said  period 
Ol  two  years  to  oear  an  inleresL  oi  four  per  centuai 
per  annum,  payaUiC  at  the  treuf.ury  lia.l  yearly  from 
iiie  lime  tU  iS3..iii^,  auu  redecmauic  oy  tlie  goverii- 
lueiil  tweiity-me  _)ears  ailer  llie  passaj,e  of  the  la.v, 
unless  a  surplus  siiuuid  aucuiiiu.ale  in  the  trea7,ury 
auove  turce  miuitms  beyond  the  current  expendi- 
tures, wilu  WHICH  surpiu.i  me  be.;retaiy  of  the  trea- 
sury luaj  purcliaie  at  par  saiJ  uoiidj,  or  apply  it  as 
an  accu..iuiatinj^  stiiKui^  luiid  for  the  payuie.it  of  the 
SkOek  horcuj  auiiiori.icu  tu  be  issucu;  and  tnat  the 
said  eeruhcalcs  of  at^^cU,  vviieii  sij^ucd  oy  the  secre 
lary  ul  me  Ireasiuy,  the  treasurer,  .uid  rej;istereu  oy 
the  rej;isLer,  sbaJi  ue  divided  aiij  di^lriuuted  auion^- 
the  several  stales,  territories,  and  the  District  ul  C o- 
luiuoia,  as  well  tliose  iioii-indeuted  as  luuse  indebted, 
ill  aiituunt  in  proportion  tu  Uieir  lespeclive  lederai 


nimbers.  os  as'^erttvined  bv  the  last  ren<^us  of  the 
llnited  States,  as  s  .^n  afterthe  n  iss  (!;.■  ofthe  l>  v.as 
the  several  slates  m-  uny  of  i!iem,  ■iliill  :i();iii"t  ii:a  i- 
thnrise  an  absent  or  a^cenl^  t  >  iccer:!-  lU  r'is.,;;  '  i . ,; 
distrihulive  am  lUnl  of  sto-k;  or  said  st  >''k  ui  ly  be 
transferred  on  the  books  of  the  treasury  to  the  cre- 
ditors, stock  or  b  md  h  ilders  of  the  states,  or  their 
attorney  or  any  of  them,  to  an  aiumnt  not  exceed- 
in;  the  distributive  priportiin  to  which  said  state 
may  be  entitled,  and  which  am  nint,  thus  traosferred 
on  the  bo.-iks  of  the  trcasiury,  shall  lie  ch  irj;ed  on  the 
bo.iks  of  the  treasury  to  the  slate  authorising  su  'h 
transfer;  and,  from  and  after  the  passa.;e  of  the 
law,  the  priceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
shall  be  placed  in  the  treasury,  and  be  applied  .ay 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  payment  of  the 
terest  and  principal  of  the  stock  created  by  the 
law,  until  said  slock  shall  he  paid  by  the|.;overume:it, 
r  such  other  and  additional  provisions  mad;  as  it 
may  deem  salutary.  Aid,  secondly,  also  to  inquire 
'nio  the  expediency  of  dividing  amo  ig  the  stales  per- 
m  inently  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  la  ids, 
and  to  exa  nine  into  the  an  Mint  paid  out  of  the  pii  i 
lie  treasury  for  liie  purchase  of  the  public  lands, 
ilh  interest  on  the  sime  until  paid;  and  also  the 
nount  received  into  thi-  treasury  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  the  amount  a  id  value  of  the  same, 
iiven  by  the  government  in  for  n  of  revoluti  m  u-y 
warrants,  donations  ofall  kinds,  and  all  otherchar^es 
pr.ipcrly  to  he  credited  to  the  public  lands,  for  which 
the  givernment  has  received  the  benefit;  and  to  csli- 
nate  the  amount  due  the  public  lauds  or  the  states, 
with  interest  iMi  the  same;  and  if  said  a  uount  sh  mid 
be  found  to  be  one  hundred  and  forly-two  milli  ns 
of  dollars,  more  or  less,  a.Ier  deducting  the  an  mnl 
paid  lit  of  the  treasury  for  purchase  and  interest, 
then  to  repurt  a  bill,  if  the  said  committee  sliould 
deem  it  expedient,  for  the  issue  of  one  hundrei  an  I 
forty-two  milli  ms  of  government  stork,  more  or  less, 
to  be  distributed  am  iiig  all  the  states,  territ  iries,  an  I 
the  District  ol  Coluuibia,  according  to  federal  popu- 
lation, upon  the  faith  of  the  government,  and  witii 
such  condiions  and  limilaiioiis  as  may  tie  deemed 
ise,  and  to  report  such  other  measures  as  they  m  ly 
deem  the  exigencies  of  the  g  ivernment  and  the  stales 
may  require,  and  to  make  report  by  bill  or  bills  or 
otherwise,  at  any  tiuie  during  this  session  or  the  lirst 
monlh  of  the  nestsessiun. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  decided  to  he  out  of 
order,  whereupon  jlr.  Julinson  m  jved  to  postpone  the 
special  order  of  the  day  to  eiiaole  hi.u  to  offer  the 
resolution.     The  house  refused. 

Air.  .irnoU  announced  that  lie  had  his  hill  for  the 
reduction  of  the  pay  of  congress  ready  to  su'imit  t  > 
the  house;  (reducing  the  per  diem  of  each  numbar 
to  •)&,  and  restricting  it  to  the  ilaysof  his  alleudaiice, 
and  reducing  his  mileage  to  >j6  per  every  •JO  miles). 
I'lie  speaker  announced  that  tne  special  orler  of  llie 
Ihree  first  days  of  week  was  the  cousideraliou  of  ler- 
ritarial  business. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida  was 
then  taken  up,  to  n  hich  .Mr.  Stokely  had  moved  a  sub- 
stitute a.iieud.ueiit. 

A  deoate  of  considerable  length  arose,  which  was 
participated  in  by  .tlessrs.  Stokely,  Ptiidletoii,  tVihiitm 
Cost J<ikiisn)i,  Pojit,  Levy,  Eeerelt,  H.i'>i:i'sli ui,  Kii^, 
Uixdenoood,  Gntnger.  Holmes,  .idanis,  Caui,tbeU,  Td- 
liiighast,  and  others. 

Sundry  amend. iients  were  proposed  by  the  opp  )- 
nents  of  the  bill,  m  >st  of  which  were  rejected.  It 
under.vent  several  m odilications  during  its  progress. 

The  bill  was  rinally  repjrled  to  the  bouse,  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  passed 
uy  yeas  8i,  nay  s  5 J. 

Mr.  fUkens  nuved  a  reconsideration.  Pending 
which  the  house  aljourued 

TuEsD.4Y,  JuLV  IJ.  Mr.  Cusey offered  a  resoluti  Ml 
proposing  an  adj  lurument  on  the  Isl  August. 

Mr.  Filtinme  did  not  think  that  the  condition  of  the 
country  j.istilied  the  aJojiiiun  of  such  a  res.Uulion. 

The  speaker  decided  thai  as  there  was  a  special 
order  of  the  day,  it  was  out  of  order.  VVliereup  1 1 
Mr.  Cusey  moved  that  the  special  order  be  p  istpo.ied. 
The  m  >lion  was  then  negaiived  by  nays  81,  yeas  til, 
(^two-tiurds  being  ivq  iired.) 

Mr.  SJjiiii/ asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution  fir 
the  priiiling  a.i  extra  nu.uber  ol  the  i.iiporlaut  report 
uf  Mr.  Ji/iiHis  on  •reasons  why."  Ttie  iiioliuu  was 
not  entertained. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Gilmer,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the 
oill  making  appr  ipriaiions  fur  harbors  oi'  and  '•for 
the  priteciiou  oi  tne  o.n.iierce  ou  the  western  shores 
uf  Lake  .\lichigan.  After  undergoing  in  icii  debate 
and  van.ius  a.ue.id  ueiils,  it  was  passed  and  laid  aside 
tj  be  repjrled  to  tne  liuusa.  ll  pr  jvides  that  Ihe  fol- 
lowing su.iis  of  m.uiey  be  appropriated  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  on  Like  .ilichi^au,  to  he  paid 
out  of  a.iy  money  lu  tjic  tieasury  uol  otherwise  up- 
proprtatt^,  vij: 


F  1-  the  constructim  of  a  harhar  at  the  m-Mil'i  of 
lh>  M>!  v.  dcii- river,  1-.  the  t 'rrit  cv  .fWdtMsn 
;  M-,y  r,  ..|.:l  i'  d  .;..  s;  '.--■..  ,,vr  1-1,  :.,  „■  ,h,r^ 
iM-  ai  ;i,-,  U-,  ri  .,i  1  ter  i:  .rv,  t  venly  five  ;h  .usan  1 
d  ill  i:-s;  l.ir  the  c m-tru  ii  in  of  a  bar  .  ir  ,ii  S  .^itbp  .rl, 
la  sai  I  territory,  t  ventv  five  th  uisvi  1  I  dlars:  which 
several  su  ii<  shall  be  expanded,  ii  ider  the  direction 
of  the  secretary  of  wjr,  d  irin;  Ihe  present  year. 

Sec.  a.  further  enacts,  that  the  sum  af  six  thousand 
d  diars  he,  and  the  sa  ne  is  hereby  appripruted  f.ir 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  light  h  luse  at  S  mihpiij,  on 
Lake  Michigan,  in  said  territory,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  m  iney  in  the  treasury  nit  other  vise  apprapriat- 
ed,  a  id  to  be  expended,  under  the  directi  in  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  within  one  year  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Bills  of  the  following  titles  were  then  taken  up  con- 
sidered and  laid  aside  t  >  be  reported  to  the  lions": 

A  bill  to  auth  u^ise  the  county  co  n.nissioners  of 
Ll  in  coil  ity,  in  th^  territory  of  1  iwa,  to  enter  ny  le- 
gal suiidivisions  a  q  lartcr  section  of  land  iipjn  which 
the  county  seat  has  been  located. 

A  bill  to  establish  au  additional  land  otfi  -e  in  Fio- 
rida. 

A  hill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  peniten- 
tiary i  I  the  territory  of  I  iw  i. 

A  bill  granting  to  the  territory  of  Wisko-isan  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  of  Fair- 
play,  in  sai  I  territory. 

A  bill  gra  itng  to  miners  or  owners  of  mineral  lots 
the  right  of  pre-emption. 

A  bill  gr  lilting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  territ  iry  of  Wiskonsa  i. 

A  hill  to  grant  pre-e  npli  in  rigbls  I >  settlers  on 
the  D.ibuqiie  clai.n,  (so  called),  in  the  territory  of 
Iowa. 

A  bill  to  autliorise  the  selection  of  schaol  lands  in 
lieu  if  those  granted  to  the  half-breeds,  of  the  Sac 
and  F  x  ladiius. 

A  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  on  the  west- 
ern shore  of  l.,ake  Michigan. 

The  committee  then  rose  (that  is  to  say,  such  a 
skeleton  of  a  com  uittee  as  ha  I  bL-en  present  for  the 
two  h  lurs  numbering  fro  u  40  to  b"J  members),  anJ 
reported. 

And  the  house  a  'journed. 

Wedv'Esdat,  July  21).  Oi  motion  of  Mr.  Poy 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  com  iiiU.-e  of  the  wh  le 
(.vlr.  Gi!m:r,  of  Virginia,  in  the  cb  iir),  and  resu  ued 
the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  i.  e.  bills  re- 
lating to  the  territories. 

••A  bill  living  the  bo'inlary  line  between  Mis- 
souri and  Iowa,"  was  read  and  also  the  repart  acco.n- 
panying  u. 

M  ■.  P  pe  stated  that  Ihe  bill  w.as  s  ibstaniially  the 
sa  ne  as  reported  by  a  committee  three  years  ago 
after  full  CO  isi  lerulioii,  and  which  had  never  been 
acted  upon,  but  m  the  propriety  of  which  the  pre- 
sent co  nmittee  concurs.  The  only  q  les'.ion  for  t..c 
co.iimiltee  to  decide  was  a  matter  ..f  fact,  whttlur 
the  talis  in  the  Missouri,  just  above  tlie  iii  mlh  of  the 
D  s  M  .i  les  river,  were  the  falls  referred  t.i  in  the 
act  of  congress  authorising  the  territ  u^y  of  iMissoiirr 
t)  form  a  state  giverniiient,  and  with  these  re. ii  iri.s 
he  would  sub. nit  the  subject  to  the  consideration  uf 
the  committee. 

Mr.  E.tw.-irls,  of  Missouri,  spoke  in  opp  jsition  to  the 
report  a  id  ofFjred  an  a  neiid  uent. 

Mr.  Outlge,  of  Iowa,  replied  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  line  proposed  by  llie  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  McKay  said  his  vote  v/ould  depend  on  the 
adoption  of  a  proviso  he  would  oiler,  that  the  boun- 
dary fi.XBd  by  the  act  should  not  be  considered  the 
o  mndary,  until  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  Mis- 
souri thereto  is  given. 

Mr.  E.hca  li.,  of  Missouri,  said  that  the  legislature 
of  Miss  mri  c  mid  not  coiisaiit  to  this  ui,l  iimess  the 
con^tilution  of  the  state  were  first  a.iienUed. 

Mr.  McKay  considered  it  a  purely  judicial  ques- 
tion and  cou.d  not  vole  for  the  bid  unless  the  re- 
presentatives of  Missouri  were  willing  it  should 
pass. 

Mr.  Dims,  of  Ky.  was  In  favor  of  the  a.-nendment 
pr.jp  sed  by  Mr.  McKay. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendments 
ofT-red  by  .Vlr.  Edwards,  anu  by  jilr.  McKay,  »ere  re- 
jected and  the  bill  passed  and  laid  aside  lo  ue  report- 
ed to  the  house. 

A  bill  appropriating  an  additional  sum  of  §.S,397 
for  expense.,  of  guvernmeiil  iii  Florida  was  laiu  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  bouse,  and  also  a  bill  lor  pay- 
ment uf  Florida  niilitia  serving  in  lci3,)  and  4J,  a.iu'a 
bill  for  payment  of  Iowa  iiiiiitia  services  in  iSM. 

The  bill  fur  the  pruleclioii  of  couuuerce  on  tho 
.ve-lern  siures  of  lake  Erie,  was  read  a  liurd  li.iie 
and  passed  by  a  vote  of  tici  yeas,  lo  GJ  nays.  Absent 
111. 

V'arious  other  territorial  bills  were  passed,  and  the 
house  adj-)urued. 
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I    f,.,  „,.    W  .,,. 


.&: 


d  the  a|ipliCiilii 


L.nm,ueioaVen.Reabuur.ighi|      Fkeccu  srcaiES.     T;,p  Fr  nch 
P"''"'"'  Urnv.  da.  N,:,.,  Yuri!,  f.n.^,  Cl|.  r:n:rL 

PusiNESi.  The  New  Y.irk  Anipricnn  snyp:  ''It  is  n  j  iny  Mii-  l.i^'  i..  iMiiUi  i:  F.,i'  ii  li-  i. 
ini- :m.-,-j  Mv  siL'ht  til  pi'i- !hp  fli'p*  :i'id  v.'sselsin  tlii-J  lini-  birv.i  :]<  i;u!  ii'ii.  d  ■■;;  tin-  IPt';  .1  r 
liir  !a'd  np  o  aci-iiii  i  i>f  ii  e  (lp|.l  Tohli'  limes  pnidnceTl  I  nie  i.-i:r.-.«  aluj.ii  2.3. '0  ici  i«  a  ul  i.^ 
h\'h„d  icovernmenl.  Tlii)U3ariiis  out  iif  eiiiplin-,  and  im  I  •'^'Z'  ot  the  Murtriiii  no  K  iLdisli  si.ni 
pro..pec.  .if  rem  ilv.'"  «  S""'  i^  ''f  'l^.l  h  t-v-  p.j.ver;  her  a. 

I-  i.«  «-.ved  -ha:  .hern  an-  :,.  If.is,  2.001)  niech-.n—  om    ''f  "■'"ch  22  ,.,v  3  I  p  .u,>.|  r„ 
of  w.irk  in  "  ,ii  .delpl.i ,.  3  ,W;)  i:.  \e      Y..i-lt.  l.no  t  in  |  f  f  *  "\  3J.     H  t  ur.i.iar    s, 
B  .s......  n-id  1  Ml  .  ,  BmI  i.n  .,v.  and  i  i  the  U  li'ed  S  .,^,..=  I   «'«;e  da,.-,  b„i  ..i  e  ra  i  il  n. 

n,.'  fir  fr  irn  iO.Jj:)  p  frs  ms!     VV  lai  is  tu  b«  th-  end  uf  |  '  -  "■.'>'''' 
this  d'stres.-? 

RuM.ET  MACHfNE.     .A  'ei'er  from  Wiichii^i 


•iTii-r  l.e  Giiner 
.  H  div^,  deduct,- 

SI  I.  M  i;l'erUMrc, 
:■.  »ri'.  jitMiit  the 
H,vsid..i.t.  Her 
nv  ill  30  c 


f  «), 

fiply  iifr-uiil  is41'.2  hiils  tir 

ue.'J-nry  c.irry  n  supply  fur 

■r  sjvmI  diiriii<r  ihe  vi.ya^e 

le  1  k  I.M.;  iiii  h  lurat  1  -ast.     She  has  the  mass  and 

'  riirijiii!;  (if  a  -Il  yuii  fry  iie. 

da'ed  |      p|^,^  cunviiissiii,  leis  are  on  h  wid  .f  her.  one  of  .>hiim 


■d  by 


'in-jsiih  ler: 

rbv  liie  M  iiis, 


.ifMiiii 


'  byrlic  !Vliii- 


'"  "    i.«ler  mI  C.Miiiier  e.  ■me  by  ibe  .VI    lisii-r.if  Finance,  an 

"■"."  ! h.r  bv  ihe  Mlni-'^•r  .if  F  .  ei-;  i   AITa  r^      T  leir  .,b 

r  I  vi^il  ilie  .lid'  re:i'  r.ie":;  i  p  iiIs  rii  whi-rh  a  c.im 
■a-i  in  nay  be  .--i.ib  isl,.^  1  bv  seim  piekeia  In- 
.Franecand  fir.-inn  plieea  .S  mie  .if  ihe  e  nn- 
inerd  wiiieli  came  in   her,  have  passed  to  VVasli- 


O  11'  of  the  privaie    bilU.  pi 
I'le  ii.iiKe   liis  ni  irni  i2.  p'ir.iba~«s  the    pate  ii  ri 
bnllHi.maehi  le.   wbio'i    -vdl.  if  re-|.jired,  ma^inl 
niil'i.n.if  'mile  si  i21  b  mrs.     Whit  eomf  irt  f.ir  an  en- 
em!     VVm  ,•.,,!  I   aff.r.l   1.1  ar'c  1111  iii.iaie  iK  i"   on  llie 
••ra:e.V'  of  laO  bnll.'ls  per  bnnr.'' 

BATTLt;  BEr'.VEIiv  THE  SlOU.iC    AND   ChIPPEWWS.      The 

s'eimi.ai  R  lek   (liver  c  If  lie  d  iw  I    fn.ii   ab  .ve  a  f  •«•  .        ,  _     _,  ,        ,. 

d  1V1  «iiice  The  cap-  11  1  b.-inirsai-eoirits  of  a  ba'de  be-  |  lie  e  ignv  .if  I,"  O  ener  wa=i  cmKinfte.-l  at  Liver- 
t  v.en  tbi-  .■^i..,..v  a  id  Caippewav.^.  Ab.im  one  hundred  '  P  -l  by  'b..  h  n-cf  Fa..vcei,  Presm  i  fe  Ci..  tlv-  mann- 
Ciippe,vav<!  aiia.d;-d   ilie  Siai?:  viil  ine,  killed  ihirnra  ,  facMrer-*  ..I    l.e  ei-i  le-   ol  the   Pre-^i  le  .t    an  1    Brmsb 

an  I  !v'  .11  I'led  ei<'  \w.u     Five   Cmppe.vav.^   wer-  killid    Q  "an.  an. I  i.s  saui  i  .  be  r-.n  .rkable  l.ir  t> :e  imiy  ot 

a  1  I  a  na  nb-r -v„  i.ideJ.  Tne  la'"r  .h 'n  -e  .or..  I  ro  the  m  . -binprv  a  i  i  b  a  iiy  of  tin-  -.v  .rkin  in.^hip.  The 
IheirowicMiitry.  'G  den  G  iz.  11  J.ih.      i  l^e  eh  >lnv,.r  iinent  lias  si  ic.-  e.'tabi -he.l  a   t..iin  Iry  1  l 

I  F.ant.-c-  "11  a  s.:ale  sn'Reieiilv  e.\-e  i.i  ve  t.i  reider  it   nn- 
CovxECTicHT  has  in  her  Irei-urv.  ..f  •  r  piyinj  all  e.\- ,  |„.(.^.<.iry  I'.ir  ih..:n  i  1  rmnie  i.i  nai'e  rec  >nr-et .  E  i  da  1 1 
pe  i-e-  I'le  I  IS  year,  a  -u  iiliis  .,f  519  37i,  a  id  w'iile  .she  '  (•„.  ,„  |^.i,|„t.|.y  „f  ^uch  m  ig  lit.ide.  \N  Y.  Cim. 

d  1  s  :ioi  .iMe  leen'.ow  13  lia  I'i  s'.i-  .s  t  iibe  a  n  imi.if, 

SSI  ISO  I  Tne  ai  ma' e<;i  .iiis  .iC  the  s'ate  are  about  Flo'IIDA.  We  learn  f"  mi  S  mdi  Fi.iri  la,  sa  .-s  th' 
$JOIW,)p.jraniinni:  lior|i..pil,ilim  30:)975.  |  Talla   a^isee  S.iir  ..f  ilie  3.)   i  ah,  that  areat   nuini.ers  of 

Copper.     T  lere  r.ie  o  i  ihe  sh  ires  of  Lake  Ffiir  vi   the    beiianVnl^i'iJ  iVrile  la  i  Is  °f'!ia'  ilelidvf  il  le.*..;  i.  Th<- 
nii-i   i-.^.e  isive   b-ds    .f  eipp'T    .vliinh    have  ever^  been    r.malrv  on  die  wa  eis..fTa  up  i  liiy  has  already  acq  lii- 
;e  nev.-r  b  en  wrong'u  nn-   p,j  „  very  resp  -cianle  p^.pjlaii.m,  b  iih  in  regard  lo  uuni- 
.set  np  a  r  Hiili  H-.tiib.isii.;  t,t.rsaii.l  cliaracier. 
me  11  tir  s  neliii,'  liie  o  e  I.s-   year,  a  el    the   fi.-.s:   |: 
ceedsof  their  lab  II-  appeared  in  our  market   la-t  we 
i  1  th.ee  t.ms.i!-  il   sliape  l  pi._'s.      Thi-V  .vil',  h-ivvev.-.-. 
b.'i|pr  as  they    .  i  o  i  a-i  I  if  i  ilv  snIR  ie  i'  jirolv  lio: 
af-frde.l    them. '.bey  will  be  able  m  s  f.ply   the   wl 
w  irlil,  and  vve  are  lui  sure  but  ihev   vill  .'r 

p.-,.tec-ed  oni.it.                                 [,V.  y.J,mr.Cum.     j  .1  me  s  river.     .A  treui-  do  i-^^.  e  on  m..^  1 1=' c  mi  n. 
'^  ,     „  iii.'iii  themor  n  i.'aiide.immungt.ll  3  P.  .M.    friielih 

DlPi,ovi4Tic     The  .\ro  i,  fir  IT  ivn-.  \v'...-li  sailed  (r  .-ii    stranded  a  antii  many  vessels  id  ..ij  the  N.e-h  G  ir  Im.-. 
I.i.ver  B.iy.  on  Saturday,  carries  o.it  .Mr.  Cirisiop'-ier    ,.„iist.     The  .srreamsatiai  ii-d  a  huiiht  greater  than  has 


f.iidi 
ill  n.i  V 


v.irl.l. 


of  va  ik.- 


ve    fre-hei  of  the  .Tames   riv 


t  I'l  : 


vhelier,  K-nawhi 
.Iim-siivi 


bv  the 

-   duH 


IS.  r.,b  1  -,-...  &c.  Coii.si 
by  the  .1  in  -s  river  and 
s,-veral  r.iil  r.iads  so'jth  of 


th-   I  la 


nd  da 


H  i:rh,-s  Cli:iri;e.r.\R 

M  -.  D.  II  en  le,  d.e  wife  of  the  P 

f  i.ii  Iv,  .iiid  uv.  r  u  d.izeii  ul  oi.ier  p  .s.Mo.rf.rs 

[Nsui  York  Eipmn. 

Deh-a-are  \  stale  convent!. ii  of  the  wh  gs  of  D  •- 
la.vire  va-.ii.-;datU.vei-.  o.i  d  dv  5  h.  Dr.  W.llia  n  Bur- 
til  .if  K-ntciuniy  |i-e>iliiu.  M  I)  ip  .  ii  i...imi  i  e  I 
(J.'Or^'e  B    R  i.lli-v  t  le  piesp  ,t  rH|ire-ent.ieve,  to  rei'ie 

se  It  die  9  ateiii  ihe  next  c  iii'j  I  s-.-,  I    be   n  .mi  la  i-.n 

was  reee  ved  ,vith  aecia  nan.,  ,.  U,-.  11  N   Hnl 

deiit   Tvler,  n.i  ninanuu'  H.-  n  v  C7av  lor  nw  pn 
r.-c  im  ne.id)  ig  ihe  name  .f  .M.dili.-t  .n  C!aM.,ii 
war"  to  the  e.o'mderan.i.i  ot  liie   u-hi -^  as  s.iiiai.e   f. 
the  vice  preside. icv,  and  appr  .viiiy.if  die  disiribntion  . 
the  laid  proceeds  and  otlier  wiii,;  lileasures. 

DiscoVERy.  1.  .-Vf-i.-a  a  disc  ivery  has  been  madi 
not  tar  fr.j.ii  B  .iissi.s-i.  ..f  a  i  ancle  it  bridge,  =|iaiiiiii 
bv  a  siigle  arch  the  stream  of  tbeO  led-Herbi  a.  "Iiii- 
has  liiveii  rise  i-i  in  my  speeulati.ins.  li  is  in  per.'ei 
pre-ervali  »ii;  ami  a  co  iipaii  on  ot  the  i-eme.it  iis.  d  i 
ii«  i-misiruc  ioi'i  Willi  -hai  foiind  ii  the  ruins  .,f  .tf  pp  mt 
is  siiij  1,1  s.iL'ge-t  an  aniiq  my  of  ten  lei^silia.i  thir.een  t 
finrteeii  (-eiimnes 


kn.i 


I  fir  the 


.f  D>-,Oe 
!f   "" 


Wm  B.  Dabvey.  Tie  jury  in  llie  case  of  Wiliiaiii 
n  IJab  ley,  f  ,r  enibezzliig  S-1.0  'O  belo.iui  ,^  lo  ili-.  Ra.ik 
of  V'lrgi  iia.  returned  a  vird.ci  ..f  iicqiitial  o  i  16  h  in-t 
lie  iwi'sadmnt'-d  to  iiail  t  ,  ansivei-  it  ilie  nest  tHrm  ol 
the  e.nr.  t.i  llie  c  large  of  em  lezz'lng  dm  large  aiii-.u.ii 
which  passed  into  the  hands  ol  ii.  W.  G  een. 

l/i'icA.   Wliig. 

Deaths  in-  Phii.adei.pmia.  Tlie  report  of  inter. oeiits, 
is-n.il  lio.ii  tne  .iclill  .iiii  e,  f.ir  the  week  end  IIT  16  u 
Jilv.  shows  ihal  llie  nil  iioer  of  di-a  In  wa-  lUI).  O 
wui.-h  ihi-re  were  "I)  iiea  ly  one-lijlf  n  i  tr  1  y.ar  ..| 
agi-;  frim  I  to  -2,  21;  ail  Iran  2  i.,  5  13.  Aloo,  one 
de.ii  1  ol  a  c  .l.i.e.l  peso  i  1  Jl  yeai-j  .d  a^,.-. 

Emiir\nts  arnve.l  at  Ij  i.bec  -his  vear  t ,  .fulv 'id 
27  6.);.  I'o  ?a,.ie  dale  |.ii>i  jtjr  15,707.  I.iei-.,.a,<e 
e,.)jO. 

Ki,EcnoNS.  The  Ro.ainn  pap.'rs  state  tli.at  the  rlec'ion 
heal  .10  M.i.i.lay  la-l  M  rill  itie  vaiaiiey  i  i  e.eiyress  li-,,iii 
llie  iimlll  c.i.l.;ressiiiualdi.strict  of  .Vl.-nsaehuseilx  |-i-.~iili- 
ed  m  11.1  ch.iiee— mere  llavim.'  ben  llliee  euididai.s. 
iieiiiier  of  wii  .in  received  a  in  jnrny  of  all  he  vines  cast. 

We  have  not  ye'  received  lull  relur  s  from  Loui.siami 
.Sufiieieii!   IS  kii.iivii    li.iwevei- t.i  e  iiiii'e   the  e  ecdn  ,  ,il 

A...i  1.1  .<:r  .VI  .Ul  111  asfe'oveni.ir  by  a  e.i  iside le  oi.ij  ,- 

ri'i.  'I'll,- ell  e  ill,,  of  mrliii.eis  ole.inL'i-fS.s  i".  said  t.i  be 
v.i  .1,  i  la-.il  i.-ll  as  ihe  lie  v  app  1  n  m  n.,.  it  ael  i>lvfs  fnin 
1.  .  I.  -.•eialivcs  lu  Louis. iiuu  iiid.cad  oi  ihti  ilia-i;  as  just 
elculud. 


French  cor.ovY  iv  the  Pacific  I'  w-nill  appear  thai 
diM  Freii.m  are  ah  ..it  i  .  mak.-  a  ,  es'al,li-.h  iie  it  in  ->.im.- 

ot  tiic  isia  idsi.f  the    P  eiri eaii.     Tne    barna..  R  m 

,.lls.,.atNe-v  y.rk  li.i  ii  V  ,l;i  m,  si.  repons  thai  abom 
the  2)  Il  of  \lar.-l,  a  I  ,i-ge  F.-.-iieil  iVigi'e  'lis  b  id  arriv- 
ed .1  sh  .ri  li  lie  pi-evi.,„s  iV  ,,,,  B,-,.>i  |,|i  f  ,r  Callao.  I 
was  rum  .i-.d  iliat  sh,-  ha,l  on  Imard  o  e  bun  re  I  super- 

1  I  and  in- iz.iiis;  .ils  ,  ai-.na-n.-;,i  T.,r  rori.Hca  ions,  diie-ia- 
■  I  to  be  J  lined  In-  s,.ver.il  iiiier  ship-  In. ill  Fr  i  lee,  p-  ivi  i- 
;i  with  mi'erials  f  >r  es  ablis'ii  i.:  a  c.il.i  iv  in  ihe  Pacific 
I.  As.v.-iy  lung  e.iiiii.'c-ed  w-i  h  ihe  eiiiti-prize 
was  en  leavoi-ed  t.>  be  kept  ?  se  -ret.  its  desieiaiio-i  was 
u  .k  "111.  Ii  was  ae.ieialy  iluii/lit,  h  iwevH,-.  ,o  be 
Xe.v  Z-...da,id.  [Bdl    .Imcr. 

llAjiELRi.     I  I  cle.irlie  away  the  ruin-  ICO  bo.lies  ha  1 

ali-.iu.v   b.-e     f.iliid.     Tie   ii ber  uf  h  ,u-es  i.itally  de- 

-ii-.oed  w.is  1  .a'M,  a. I  I  720  .o.ire  w.  re  so  injnre.l  as  t., 
be  uiii  ihaliualile  Tile  Liriiisii  government  had  sent 
ivtr  a  large  .supply  ot  lenis  and  bliinke  s. 

'The  king  of  Prussia  has  given  60  0,10  dillars,  and 
has  orde.-eJ  n  general  collecn.ui  to  be  made  ihrou  .linir 
the  kiiigd..m.  'I'ne  i-.  v  ..r  H.rlin  has  g  ven  $lii,000 
Tie  king  of  Deniiiir;.  1  i.Mll)  ,1,,  ,s.  -I'ne  grand  ,lu  .e 
,il  Vleiddeiiburg  Sli.v,  rill.  III!  no.lflorin.s.  The  e-ta'es 
„f  Hanover  b  n  e  nr.oil.  ,1  I  .0  „0.»  , mil, is.  The  eiiv  ,,f 
Fiaiiklon   l.iO  0  ,0  U  ui.is.      I'.ie  city  of  Brtmen   30.0dO 


MERCA\-Tir,E  Life.     G-ier.d    D- 


j  le.-M  ■  ;3  ..I    .|1.'  ..i.i.--I  mrrcil. lilts. 

i\lit,i.E3iTES      A    three  days   .n.-eting  of  the  "M  11  t- 
;  i'es.'-  or  .secon.i  advent  men,  w.is  nell  at  Ei-I  K'  i  .--t  „,, 
'  N   He  ..u'lie  ici  ig  O'l  th"  il  iiist.    Aliove  ^l,OtO  Atas 
rai.se.l  i-,  sp.ead  the  priii--ip  esof  the  sec'. 

New  York  .'WinRiR.  T  le  .1  ilv  ni  n'icr  of  tli-s  p-ih- 
licai  m  was  a  i  iri.-  I  >vi.b  a  be  lu  iliil  e  igr  iving  f  tlie 
lianle  of  Bunlier'.-  IMI.  as  p-iiii  ed  liv  C  <!'.  Tr.i-r.hii ;  a 
previ  .us  nn  ..her  had  a-i  engraving  of  the  setdeinrni  of 
J  i.iiest  .WII.  an  I  b  .tli  were  as  nsii-d  executed  in  a  s  yle 
wordiv  of  being  liam-d.  A  publication  which  w.,u!d 
Hills  faniiliiinze  the  Am.ricaii  aste  with  the  fiisinric 
scenesot  iis  in  io.ial  bisi.iry,  and  in  s  i  graceful  a  style, 
is  well  worthy  uf  pa  r.ma.e. 

NewGre-waua.  The  brig  C-imie,  at  Ne  v  Yirk. 
fr  mi  i;arih  ige  ui,  brings  i.itiinmiti  m  that  Mr.  Bl-mkfoid, 
our  cnarge  li'aH'm-  s  to  B  i.-o'a.  had  arnve.l  at  Mariiua-- 
b  ,  and  |,r.i,;ee.l.  .1  t-.  his  plaie  ..f  ie-'ina'i  .ii  I  is  said 
that  D  niiiigo  .\cosia.  the  Greii  idia  i  ininisier  lo  tbii 
{-onniry,  is  a'.ili  iris^d  10  CJ  i;:iUJe  a  irea  y  wait  thj  V, 
Sia  es  governmeiil. 

An  Offii:er  I.ndicted.  E'i  S.  Prescoif,  a  receiver  of 
pill, I, c  ill,,  ,.)3  mi.h  r  .Mr.  Van  Hiireii.  at  Cine  g..,  I  ii- 
nois,  hish.'en  iidictei  foreiiibe-/.-ii  ig  the  funds.  Ti.e 
s-orv  at  rii-si  was  the  tie  iiifi -e  had  bi-en  robbeu  of 
SfilOO  t  hut  the  gra  id  ju.y  ca.uc  to  ilie  eu.iclusjon  iliat 
he  nibbe  i  it  himself. 

O'l'ERUAri.ED.  The  Briiish  .ship  Sir  Charles  Napii  r, 
cap  ai  1  tiiti,  .vhicii  arrive.l  at  New  Y.rk  a  lii  i  igbi 
since  wiiii  p.issengers.  atiemped  on  Fn.lav  loil.id.ie  our 
revenue  la  .vs,  hu  was  sp  ediiy  overhauled' and  br-mght 
b.iek  III  port.  Thesiiip  g  i;  u  id -r  weiijli  fro  o  qu-rai- 
li  le,  intfiiding  to  escape  Ihe  p  ly  iie.ii  of  Him  $15)  ,in 
each  I'l  ten  passengers  above  the  allowaole  mimb.-r,  re- 
;im-ed  by  law.  She  hal  n  .1  been  cleared  at  tfte  curium 
i.,u-e,  and  was  ..vi-rtaken  in  die  lo«-er  Ijay  by  judjjp 
.Meicait,  tlie  boa'r.ii.ig  officer  uf  quarairi  e. 

[;V.  Y.  Trilnmt. 

Pit.K.  We  iin-lerstand  that  the  prospects  ot  die  nia- 
iiiitai-iure  f  silk  ill  die  Si  g  ,^iiii  prts-ei  are  ve.-v  pai 
lies,  ,g.  I  I  a  le.v  days  ihe  maehmerv  w.ll  lie  in  Mill 
opera  i  i  i.  For  itio  benefit  if  silk  cuharis  s  wr  can  s  ate 
t.iat  $3  per  bushel  is  paid  tor  cocoons  df.'i^e'td  at  ihe 
pi-ison.  [.V.  Y.  Sun. 

■  The  ?un.  A  Brns.se's  paper  -snys  something  exiraor- 
diiiiiiy  IS  at  tins  iiemie  it  passing  in  tin- sin-:  as  rt  i.f 
cieaier  is  perceived  in  it,  wire  i  emits  el  lUtls  of  sni  ike, 
dial  spread  over  a  portion  of  itssuriiu-el.kean  enuniiuus 
moveable  >po.. 


d  .ha 

Horse  sn  ms.  We  have  bef.ire  iis  a  lior-e  sjioi-,  made 
al:.,gei.ier  i,y  i,iacinn.-i-v,  at  the  w.irks  .,f  Mr.  linnleii. 
in  m«  .-luie  ol  Nc  .v  Y  iru.  I'ue  shoe  seems  to  lie  a-, 
ciiiplele  as  the  art  an, I  a.ri-ugth  of  a  siiii  h  could  make 
It,  iiiu /ie(!/.>'  a. id  toes  im-.ied,  aid  the  iiob.s  e  an  ileielv 
and  -smoothly  |.u.. cited.  [Phihid.  U.  a.  Gaz.  ' 

I.MPRIso.v.ME.vT  Foa  DEDf.     T  le  la  v  all  ilishi   ginipri. 
s.i  1  n   II    t.r  .ell,  >.enl   l.io  operalioii  .„i  the  4  iriii- 1.  i 
New  J.•l■^ey— .ils.i  III   G.miie.-ticii  .    T.ie   legis'ature  i.f 
Pen.isj'iva.ii  1  lias  p  lased  a  i  a.i  toiiiu.sa  nswif.-ct. 

LOMDOV.  Acc.iidmg  to  a  l.ite  a.iih  .rity,  now  mea- 
surer 7;  i.iili-s  ill  leiig  h  from  east  to  wesi,  by  n  br.-addi 
of  lime  mil  s  ti.im  ii  .r.h  t.i  .-../iiili.  I.s  ei.-.-im,fei-e,ice. 
•ill  i.iiog  1:0,11  various  im-qiialitas.  is  estimated  at  ibiriy 
miles,  ..  line  tne  ui-ea  ol  die  gr.inn.l  r  covers  is  cou.-ijer- 
eti  to tiitusure  no  less  tiiun  I J  miles  S(jitai-e 

MA.vtiFACi-URE-  sroPPt.vo.  The  tiiannliii-iiiresar  Read- 

iiitf,  .VI  nymiK  ..iiu  .,  iier  plaei-s  i  .  ihi.s  region  of  Pe 

^ylva  nil,  have  shu    do-.vii  tb..-ir  ga  es  and  viniia  ly  siis 

pendidtbeir  operatiais.     A    di.l  G e  .Mills,  die  ..the 

dav.a  la-je  nil  i.b,.r..f  ba  id-  were  di-o  laiged.  This  i, 
e..'11-se  produces  jjical  dioU-css  u.noiig  In-  indnsir .lu- 
«'.»3se3.  [P/til.JourHul. 


Tariff  at  the  ?orrs.  The  Southron.  piili'Isheil  In 
.f.i -ks  ..1,  .VI  ss.  s  IV-:  ■  -roe  people  oft'  e'siiiiiii  and  we  t, 
vhi  ii.nil  riceu'lv,  were  op|i  iseJ  to  p.o-ection,  are  le- 
ira.-ing  their  sie|)s  aim  ist  n  mnim  ,a-ly.  Ii  t-.>,.  years 
lime,  die  e  will  harJIv  be  a  sin-gle  a  .il'liern  man  of  iii- 
leiliu'i-iice  opposed  lo  the  tariff  principles.'' 

Te.mpera.\ce  reform.  By  die  las'  E  iglish  pa|iers  wo 
ob.-eiVB  iliai  in  llie  quarter  ending  April,  5.  l;j|l  the 
q  la.itiiy  ol  spiiits  aken  out  f.ir  ho  .le  eo  isiimp--o  ,  1.) 
Ii-,la  id  wi.s  16I2J1J  gill. US— a  decrease  of  52).9I7 
gall  'lis,  cmipaied  u-iih  die  c.irresponding  quiir,er  uf  ^ 
H40.  Tins  .;,imra  licis  !\I  .  Peel's  late  assertion  In  pur-  4 
I  anient  most  emphatically.  | 

The sEMi.-sona  in  tue  aest     The  Van  Bnren  (Ar-        ' 
kans.i.-)  1  ,  eliige.ice,  ol  the  l7  h  uf.  says:  "We   learn 
thai  C-.l.  Karncy,  with  the  ilrago  ms,  paiil  his  respecis  a 
fe.v  days  ago  to  die  S  mm  les.  who  ret-en  ly  arrivid 
Ironi  Fi  M-i.l.'i,  aii.l'ivn.i  became  refr.ieiory  at  Webbe.'s 
Fa, Is.     Wild  Cat  mil   hs  p.inv  w.  re  as.,  iln-re.     CI. 
Iv  iriiey  ml,!  them  ihey  had  to  leav-  f  ,r  iheirown  ronn- 
ti-y.  'I'iiey  rehised.  and  die  iroi.ps  f  ,ri  ed  them  otf!  .S.iiiie 
lii.v  of  ii.eoi,  h  luever,  perhaps  a  Imndreil  in  all.  broke       1 
a»ai,aid  siHieedrd    iu  c  luci  aliiig  ibemselves  in  the       I 
^woods,  and  yei  reniji.i  m  the  Ciiofo.ie,-  c.mity;  sosajs       1 
'our  iol^,rm,iiii." 

Wool.  This  may  he  eonsi-'ered  ihe  first  season  in 
w-licli  wool  III  llli, 1,115  gr  iw'th  h  i»  been  broiigli  to  liU 
market.  A  irifl  i.g  riia-iii :y  w.is  exported  ft-om  Chieago 
la-i  year.  I  i  this  s^-as  m,  up  m  ihe  prt-sen  time,  so.iie 
t,,ni-  or  live  tlioiiFii  d  pouiiils  have  been  receiv.-il  and  we 
perc.  ive  il,ai  ihe  q'lan  Hv  lii..iight  in  bv  our  f  irmers  is 
gr.i  lua  ,v  i,ici-ea-.iiig.  W.-  are  s,i  isHed  vi-e  hazard  no- 
thing III  saying,  iliai  Mm  is  will  be  one  .f  'he  gieaiest 
wool  gro.ving  sacs  in  the  iiiii  .n.  Some  uf  our  niosl 
1  iti-lliijetii  mi-rchaiiis  a-c  f  .>|ii  eon  that  it  will  l».  tue 
greansi.  The  larger  ponion  ,.|  die  farineis  if  Nor  hern 
llliiioi.s,  and  many  s  .u  h  .if  the  lilt  .is  river,  are  inrniog 
their  atieotii.n  to  it.  The  m  ,.-i  of  our  faianers  have  a 
te»v, sheep — Slime  la -^p  11  .i-ks.  They  will  s -m  w.iiieii 
our  prairies  111  every  direciio  I.  A  w..,iltNi  fiirtor,  has 
he..|i  rf-cently  eiei-ti-d  a.  the  11  uri»liin_'  vill.,i;e  ..f  St. 
Cniirles,  ..11  Fx  river.  Toe  c  .»i  ol  trnn-iair  aii.ai  t.i 
Biilliil  I  of  a  iloll  ii-'s  wurli  of  wooi  is  bin  oiieqiiar-er  the 
copti-f  a  tl  .Hal'-  wirih  of  wheat.  Toe  prices  p  id  tiir 
.vo,lai-easf,|low.s:-,i,ii.v-e  o  i  lil.iod  ,M.  rni.i.  H '■.  20 
^,..,,1, — 1  „,  1  |,|,„„|  .1,,.  -23  ,.2i,:e  I-— lull  hi  O.I  rt  M  n- 
10  UO  lo  3.3  cent!)—;  lo  lull  bluoileU  %>ax  '  '\  33  .i  3  i  c-nts. 
[CVituu^u  4*»r. 
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THE  BOUNDARY  QUESTION.  Our  last  num- 
ber was  nearly  worked  off  before  the  welcome  intel- 
ligence reached  us  of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween Lord  AsHBURTON,  the  British  minister  extra- 
ordinary and  Mr.  Webster,  our  secretary  of  state, 
in  relalion  to  the  long  pending  disputes  about  the 
northeast  and  north  boundary  line  between  Great 
Britain  and  this  country.  This  announcement  al- 
though not  yet  ofBcial,  is  beyond  doubt  true, — and  to 
add  to  the  satisfaction  which  It  will  generally  diffuse, 
we  are  told  that  not  only  the  parlies  having  the  ne- 
gotiation immediately  in  charge,  are  satisfied  with 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  but  that  the  commis- 
sioners authorised  and  empowered  on  the  part  of  the 
state  of  Maine,  and  those  empowered  on  the  part  of 
tl'e  state  of  Massachur'-tts,  as  well  as  those  from  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  have  all  agreed  to  tli- 
terms.  In  reiation  to  those  terms  nothing  is  yet 
ki!ov/n  with  sufficient  authenticity  to  justify  a  publi- 
cation. The  rumors  afloat  are  contradictory.  And 
improper  as  it  would  seem  to  be,  in  this  stage  of  af- 
fairs, to  anticipate  or  in  any  way  meddle  with  the 
negotiation,  which  ought  to  be  left  to  the  executive 
as  its  most  especial  province, — we  regret  to  find  that 
the  topic  has  been  introduced  in  dehL.le  in  the  house 
of  represencalives,  and  the  supposed  terms  of  the 
treaty  have  already  met  with  warm  hostility  from  a 
few  of  the  members. 

FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


The  steamship  Acadia,  capt.  Ryrie,  arrived  at 
Ea=t  Boston  on  the  20th  instant.  She  left  Liverpool 
on  the  olh  of  July.  The  London  dates  are  to  the  4th, 
and  Liverpool  to  the  5lh  of  July. 

In  England,  the  great  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial di.stress  continues  to  exist,  but  most  well-dispos- 
ed parties  seem  inclined  to  trace  this  to  the  over- 
rrtative  power  of  machinery,  than  to  any  other 
cause.  There  has  been  extreme  depression  of  iate, 
ovMngto  all  parties  having  withheld  frrm  business 
operations  until  the  passing  of  the  tariff  bill  enables 
them  to  sec  clearly  what  steps  lo  lake  in  their  mat- 
ters of  regular  business  and  speculation.  The  tariff 
being  now  settled,  of  course  such  causes  are  remov- 
ed. 

The  income  tax,  and  new  tariff  bill,  had  both  pass- 
ed parliament. 

Great  Britain  and  Texas.  The  ratifications  of 
the  long  pending  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and 
Texas  were  exchanged  at  2  o'clock  on  the  28th  insl. 
bj  the  earl  of  Aberdeen,  plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  hon.  Ashbel  Smith,  plenipotentiary 
of  the  republic  of  Texas. 

These  treaties  are  three  in  number— a  treaty  of 
amity,  navigation  and  commerce — a  treaty  under- 
taking mediation  by  Great  Britain  between  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  and  Texas  and  a  treaty  granting 
reciprocal  right  of  search  for  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade.  They  were  negotiated  in  1840, 
and  concluded  in  November  of  that  year  by  Viscount 
Palmerston  and  gen.  James  Hamilton.  The  powers 
to  ratify  the  two  first  have  been  a  considerable  time 
in  England,  but  their  completion  has  been  delayed 
until  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  granting  the  right 
of  search  could  be  simultaueously  exchaneed. 
Vol.   X!l~Sr«.  y2. 


Messrs.  Sharp,  Roberts  &.  Co.  the  eminent  engi- 
neers ol  Manchester,  have  discharged  300  of  their 
operatives.  One  or  two  cotton  mills,  it  is  stated,  are 
on  the  eve  of  stopping  their  works. 

Great  progress  has  been  making  in  the  gigantic 
undertaking  of  erecting  a  light  house  on  the  Good- 
win Sands.  The  caisson  is  already  placed  perfectly 
air  and  water  light  at  low  water  mark. 

The  Commercial  Steam  Navigation  Company  was 
dissolved  on  the  1st  July.  The  company  will  dispose 
of  the  whole  of  their  property  to  relieve  themselves 
of  their  liabilities. 

The.  new  tariff  bill  allows  the  importation  of 
negro  head  tobacco,  from  the  United  States,  of  150 
lbs.  particular  weight  and  tare  of  tobacco  need  not 
be  marked  upon  each  hhd. — separate  manifest  not 
required. 

American  funds,  .hthj  4.  Louisiana  sterling  5  per 
cent.  82;  New  York  1855,  5  per  cent.  75;  Ohio,.  1850, 
6  per  cent.  75. 

The  accounts  from  all  parts  of  the  country  re- 
specting the  progress  of  the  harvest  are  of  the  most 
cheering  description.  The  rains  have  been  mode- 
rately copious  in  every  direction,  and  vegetation, 
v('hich  in  the  light  soils  was  in  many  places  feeling 
the  effect  of  the  drought,  with  some  severity,  had  al- 
ready got  an  extraordinary  stimulus.  If  the  weather 
continues  equally  propitious  we  shall  have  the  wheat 
harvest  on  the  average  a  fortnight  to  three  weeks 
earlier  than  last  year. 

The  commercial  intelligence  from  India  is  of  very 
unfavorable  character.  Freights  for  shipping  are  in 
the  most  depressed  state,  and,  indeed,  every  thing 
seems  at  a  stand  still.  Gotten,  however,  had  ?ad- 
vanced  in  India;  Broach  and  Sural  was  selling  at  90 
a  100  rupees. 

Throughout  England,  there  is  an  increasing  dis- 
position to  :naintain  the  m'sl  friendly  relationship 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  and  no  further 
evidence  of  this  can  be  needed  than  a  recent  mani- 
festation on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  the  Bri- 
tish Association  of  Science  now  assembled  at  Man- 
chester. 

This  society  numbers  all  the  leading  characters  of 
the  country  in  its  list  of  members;  and  we  instance 
the  cordiarexhibition  of  good  feeling  towards  Ame- 
rica, so  strongly  marked  in  its  reception  of  Mr. 
Everett,  as  the  highest  compliment  thai  could  possi- 
bly have  been  paid.  All  seem  to  vie  v/ilh  each  other 
in  rendering  honor  to  the  American  ambassador. 

Mr.  Everett,  in  ac-knowledging  the  kindness  of  his 
reception,  very  properly  alluded  to  all  the  points  now 
under  settlement,  and  remarked  on  steam  navigation, 
and  the  blessings  which  it  has  continued  lo  confer 
since  its  first  establishment. 

The  recent  voyage  of  the  steamer  Columbia  is 
working  that  effect  "ith  the  passenger  going  commu- 
nity, which  its  extraordinary  nature  should  naturally 
produce;  and  it  has  stamped  the  very  highest  credit 
on  the  spirited  conductors  of  the  line  of  vessels  with 
which  the  Colutn-biais  associated. 

The  convict  Francis  who  fired  at  the  queen  has 
been  reprieved.  There  does  not  exist  a  doubt  that  the 
pistol  was  loaded  with  a  destructive  substance. 

The  annauncemenl  of  his  reprieve  nad  scarcely 
been  made  Itnown,  when  the  public  were  alarmed  by 
a  report  that  another  attempt  had  been  made  upon 
her  majesty's  life.  The  details  are  almost  too  farci- 
cal to  relate. 

It  appears  that  as  the  royal  cortege  was  returning 
on  Sunday  from  the  Chapel  royal,  in  St.  James',  to 
Buckingham  palace,  a  deformed  youth  presented  and 
snapped  an  old  rusty  pistol  at  the  carriage  in  which 
her  majesty  was  seated.  He  was  seized  by  another 
youth  who  wrested  the  weapon  from  his  hand,  but 
the  policeman  in  attendance  refused  to  take  him  in 
charge,  believing  it  to  be  a  hoax,  on  which  he  was 
permitted  to  escape.  He  was  apprehended  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  when  it  was  discovered  that  he 
had  recently,  and  repeatedly  been  heard  to  say  that 
he  admired  the  conduct  of  Francis,  and  regretted  that 
he  had  not  succeeded  in  his  attempt;  that  Francis 
was  a  brave  fellow,  and  he  wished  he  had  been  in 
Francis'  place,  for  he  would  do  for  the  queen;  that 
he  had  a  prime  air  gun  and  pistol,  and  he  would  use 
them  in  the  same  cause.  The  pistol  had  an  old  flint 
lock  with  a  screw  and  rifle  barrel.  Upon  detaching 
the  barrel,  which  was  done  wiih  some  dilfioulty,  from 
the  screw  having  become  exceedingly  rusty,  owing 
to  its  long  disuse,  there  was  iound  in  it  a  portion  of 


very  coarse  powder,  a  piece  of  tobacco  pipe,  and 
some  paper  wadding. 

The  declared  value  of  woollen  and  worsted  exports 
in  Germany,  exclusive  of  yarns,  was  if364,740-  ia 
1821,  .£124,992  in  1831,  and  =£883,878  in  1841. 

A  London  paper,  the  British  Queen,  stales  that 
during  the  last  few  weeks  the  premier's  health  has 
become  materially  impaired,  and  that  his  indisposi- 
tion is  making  alarming  strides. 

Liverpool  Corn  Market. 

Friday,  July  I.  Duties  are  reduced  this  v/eek  on 
foreign  wheat  to  9s.  per  quarter,  on  foreign  flour  to 
5s.  5d.  per  barrel. 

In  addition  to  the  excessive  impoi-t  of  wheat,  sta- 
ted in  our  circular  of  Tuesday  last,  upwards  of  10  - 
000  quarters  have  arrived  here  from  abroad,  with  a 
fair  quantity  of  flour  from  Canada  and  the  East  In- 
dies. 

Of  flour  in  bond,  a  few  hundred  barrels  have  ":jeen 
disposed  of:  U.  States  sweet  is  sold  at  .353.  a  35s.  6d, 
do.  sour,  31s.a32s.:do.  in  bond,  28s.a29s. 

Corn  trade.  Since  the  printing  of  the  bill  for  the 
new  tariff  of  duties  on  the  17th  ult.  an  important  re- 
laxation has  been  introduced  by  the  committee  of  al- 
lowing corn  in  the  bonding  warehouses  an  allowance 
for  notnral  waste,  viz: 

If  warehoused  one  and  less  than  three  months: 
wheat,  barley  and  rye,  li  per  cent;  oats  2i  per  cent. 

Three  and  less  than  sixmonths — wheat,  barley  and 
rye,  2  per  cent.;  oats,  3^  per  cent. 

Six  and  less  than  twelve  months — wheat,  barley 
and  rye,  2|  percent.;  oats,  4  1-2  per  cent. 

Twelve  months  and  upwards — wheat,  barley  and 
rye,  3  per  cent;  oats,  5  per  cent. 

Except  on  Spanisli  wheat,  barley  and  oats,  and  on 
wheat  and  barley  kiln  dried  abroaii,  which  are  to 
have  only  half  the  above  mentioned  allowances'  and 
none  is  to  be  made  on  kiln  dried  rye. 

Liverpool,  Monday,  July  4.  The  demand  for  cotton 
to-day  has  been  far  from  brisk,  and  yet  there  has  been 
a  numerous  attendance  from  the  trade,  who  are  evi- 
dently under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  for  imme- 
diate consumption;  about  4,000  bags  '  ive  been  dis- 
posed of  entirely  to  the  trade,  with  '12  exception  of 
100  American  and  200  Sural  taken  for  export.  The 
market  is  well  supplied,  and  prices  have  no  tendency 
to  advance. 

London,  July  ill'..  American  stocks — Alabama 
sterling  bonds,  5  per  ct.  1859,  50 — sellers.  Illinois 
G's,  1870,  and  ditto  dollar  6's,  1860,  19— sellers.  In- 
diana 5's,  1863,  and  ditto  dollar,  21— sellers.     J^oui- 

siana  5's,  63 — sellers.     Maryland  2's,  40   to  50 

New  York  slate  5's,  1845  to  1860,  74  to  75.  Ohio 
6's,  1850  to  1800,  75.  Pennsylvania  5's,  1854  to 
1865,45.  Canada  90.  South  Carolina  sterling,  Pal- 
mer's 5  per  cent.  75. 

Our  prices  of  American  stocks  are  merely  nomi- 
nal, there  being  no  demand  whatever  for  tiiese  secu- 
rities. 

Havre,  June  25.  The  transactions  in  cotton  this 
day  were  limited  to  257  bales  Florida  ai  (18  fr.  479 
Georgia  at  62  to  82,;  and  62  bales  Louisi;,  .a  at  68 
fr.;  in  all  other  articles  little  or  nothing  worth  re- 
porting took  place. 

American  produce.  The  imports  during  the  past 
month  have  been  very  light,  and  consist  of  2,628 
kegs,  542  barrels  and  50  tierces  lard;  120  bbls.  p'orlf; 
50  barrels  beef  and  8  hhds.  bacon.  The  demand  for 
lard  has  been  good,  and  all  that  was  offered  on  the 
market  was  taken  at  3Is.  to  35s.  and  little  if  any,  now 
remains  in  first  hands.  An  advaU|Ce  has  again  taken 
place — as  much  as  38s.  being  asked.  A  few  tierces 
of  bacon  have  been  sold  in  bond  at  41s.  the  quality 
being  very  poor  and  soft. 

Hamburg,  June  24.  St.  Domingo  tobacco  sold  at 
43  to  5^  sch.  and  Kentucky  at  1  13-16  to  2  7-16  sch. 

The  Columbia  steamer  from  Boston  the  16l.h  June 
arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  28th,  making  her  passage 
in  the  very  remarkable  time  (including  a  stoppage  of 

several  hours  at  Halifax)  of  11  days  and  12  hours. 

The  passage  from  Halifax  to  Liverpool  was  luaJe  in 
nine  days  and  a  half,  the  shortest  on  record  across  the 
Atlantic.  The  Great  Western,  which  left  N.  York 
the  same  day — notwithstanding  a  deviation  of  200 
miles  to  the  south  to  avoid  the  ice — reached  Bristol 
on  the  29th,  making  her  trip  in  twelve  days  and  twelve 
hours.  The  British  Queen  from  New  York  the  7th, 
arrived  at  Cowcs  on  the  23d  and  Antwerp  on  th^ 
24th,  les3  than  17  days  from  New  York. 
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OvERiANn  MAIL.  Despatches  by  the  overland  mail  |  supply  from  America  would  be  as  boundless  from  the 
reached  London  on  (he  3d,  wilh  dates  from  Bombay  former  cause  as  the  demand  in  England  from  the 
to  May  23,  Cabul  to  April  28,  Calcutta  to  May  13,  j  latter;  and  the  importance  of  that  trade  and  manu- 
Marao  to  April  4,  and  Chusan  to  March  2.  The  |  facture  could  hardly  he  over-italed  when  it  was  ad- 
mail  was  despatched  10  days  earlier  from  Bombay,    milted  that  its  resources  carried  Eni-land  through  the 


to  avoid  the  monsoon 

Great  confusion  prevailed  at  Cabul  after  the  death 
of  the  Shah,  and  it  was  doubtful  who  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  throne.  Seven  or  eight  officers,  prison- 
ers of  the  garrison  of  Gliizni,  were  at  Cabul.  It  was 
believed  that  Gen.  Pollock  would  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  Cabul,  Ghizni  and  Candahar. 

Honors  to  the  American  minister.  The  Eng- 
lish papers  contain  interesting  reports  of  the  meetinfc 
of  the  British  association  for  the  advancement  of 
science,  at  Manchester.  A  splendid  dinner  was 
given  to  the  members  of  the  association,  in  the  Wel- 
lington concert  room,  June25,  and  among  the  guests, 
besides  members  of  the  British  association,  embrac- 
ing the  principal  eminent  men  of  sciend'e  of  the  king- 
dom, were  many  distinguished  foreigners.  Of  these 
were  prof.  Bessel,  the  distinguished  astronomer  of 
Koenigsberg,  prof.  Jacobi,  of  Koenigsberg,  prof. 
Braschmann,  of  Moscow,  Count  Keyrsbing,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  Baron  de  Bach,  of  Germany,  Marquis 
Torrigiani,  of  Florence,  Mr.  Everett,  the  American 
minister,  and  many  others  who  were  present  by  spe- 
cial invitation  After  the  usual  routine  of  toasts,  j  vigalion,  and  its  olJject  being  to" 'suppfy  Tgeneral 
I  ord  Francis  Egerton,  the  chairman,  said  that  among  summary  of  European  intelligence  on  the  occasion 
the  distingiiished  foreigners  present  there  was  onS  ;  of  the  steamer's  departures,  we  should  be  want  n^ 
whom,  although  he  came  from  a  far  country,  from  i  in  one  of  our  most  important  duties  did  we3  ec? 
another  hemisphere,  and  as  the  representative  of  a  I  the  opportunities  afforded  by  their  continuous  sail 
foreign  state,  still  he  (the  chairman)  would  not  class  j  ings  to  give  our  readers  information  as  To  the  nro 
as  a  "foreigner"-(applause)_nor  would  he  nor  any  gressive  advancement  of  the  great  enterprise  now  so 
of  his  countrymen  be  so  considered  in  this  island.-  actively  engaged  in  working  for  the  good  ^l  o,7re- 
They  spoke  a  common  language,  they  had  a  common  ^pective  nations.  To  look  hack  orf  the  oas  »nH 
origin,  and  the  same  Anglo-Saxon  blood  flowed  in  I  consider  the   almost  incredi' '       '  P^*^'- ^"'J 


French  revolution.     (Cheers.) 

ftepublicansas  they  (the  Americans)  were,  there 
was  a  much  greater  athnity  between  America  and 
Great  Britain,  politically  speaking,  than  between 
any  of  the  European  monarchies,  or  between  any 
two  nations  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  (Cheers.) 
With  the  Americans,  as  with  the  British,  liberty  was 
enshrined  in  the  constitution;  and  if  the  pillars  of 
tlicir  monarchy  were  laid  deep  in  the  minds  and  the 
affections  of  the  people,  by  which  they  were  bronglit 
to  support  the  throne,  the  foundations  of  American 
liberties  rested  upon  trial  by  jury,  habeas  corpus, 
freedom  of  speech,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  self- 
government,  tempered  by  submission  to  lawful  au- 
thority. (Cheers.)  His  excellency  concluded  by 
expressing  the  happiness  he  should  feel  in  being  in- 
strumental in  cementing  the  best  understanding  be- 
tween  England  and  the  United  States,  and  resumed 
his  seat  amid  the  cheers  of  the  assembly. 

[From  the  Lwerpool  European. 

Atlantic  steaming.  This  |ournal  having  origi- 
nated from    the  early  .success  of  Atlantic   steam  na- 


oiigui,  -..u  .,,.  .«.,.^^„s.>.-o<.Au,   uiooQ  nowea  in  '  consider  the   almost  incredible   changes   that  have 
the  veins  of  both.     (Loud  and  continued  cheering. )  ,  been  wrought  in  our  united  intercouP,"     who  i,  there 

!^r!r"^L"Jirr:L'f.f /r„T  f!:^  ^U^-  \  ^t'  "  ""''"P--^-^  -!'»>  "-  sense  of  Their  va,u" 
docks  of  Lnei-  Can  any  one  be  unacquainted  with  the  true  character 
Ihat  no  mission  [  of  what  has  already  been  done,  or  entirely  ignorant 
more  important  of  the  increasing  good  yet  possible  to  bedevoloped 
ing,  if  he  may, 'from  this   fertilising  source.'     Hitherto  our  expects- 


..„ns  of  Manchester  to  the  quays  and  docks  oi  Liver-  t  Can  any"on;'b;^u;;;qu;rnte'rwiTh''the7rue"'c'ha;acter 

pool,forany  man  to  be  convinced  that  no   "."-— I  ~c  ...u.,  ■ ,        .   1  u  -^'"i  me  irue  character 

could  be  at  once  more  honorable  or  m 

than  that  of  cultivating  and  cementing, 

friendly  relations  between  two  such  countries  as  the  \  tions  have  been  more  than""exceeded'^in  whaThL  i. 

United  Slates  of  America   and  England,  which  was,    ken  place,  and    in  regard   to   tTe   f,,  n  J2,l 

he  believed,  the  main  part  of  the  mission  of  the  disl ;  bounds  to  the  vast  beneficial  results  vetoTnl..^ 

tinguished  individual  near   him   to  this  country.-   effectual  workirgof   these    North  \m°-'^°''°'' '^1 

(Hlar,from  Mr.  Everett).     The  high  reputation  of  steamers  acros   the  we  tern  olan  "   ""' 


[From  the  Lwerpool  Etiropean,  July  Mh. 
bince  the  issue  of  our  last  number,  a  most  marvel- 
ous steani  pas.sage  has  been  effected  from  America 
to  England— a  passage  which  outstrips  all  the  ">■>"» 


his  honorable  friend  had  preceded  him  here;  and  he 
the  chairman)  was  sure  that  England  would  consid- 
er she  could  not  have  had  a  higher  compliment  paid 
to  her  by  the  United  States  than  in  sending  Mr.  Eve- 
rett as  her  representative.     (Applause).    The  health  i  „.,     .  ■•  v         -  r    - j 

ofhis  excellency  was  then  drunk  by  the  company  '  ^fi'^?!?'''^^^^"'^  "'^^'"*^'^  ?"''=''<"'«<'•  ^ni"  "'hich 
standing,  and  with  marked  enthusiasm.  !  '=''"".''"18  the  power  of  .steam  in  a  manner  that  must 

His  excellency  the.  American  minister  then  rose,  '  cXmbraTeamrr  TEnghndTs  ale'ra'tn^Tetm'"' 
and  was   received  with  loud  cheers.     He  said  that   vigation   showint  lsi^/1    ,i    ,      ![  ^°i  "*" 

he  should  be  more  or  less  than  man  if  he  did  not  fe^f ;  eo^t!rdtry"i;e\\  l°e";  t  o^'p^tre's^h^t  !m' 
considerable  embarrassment  at  the  manner  in  which    proving,  and  that  so  far  from  the  s^i JmS  m     -f^  . 
the  toast  had  been  received.     He  was,  however,  re-   tion  of   ess  effective  manZUi,    ff  manifesta- 

lieved  by  the  conviction  that  it  was  meant  to  reach  ble  at  the  outsef  there  hf const.,,*  "  ?""  °'"c"'" 
far  beyond  himself-across  the  Atlantic-and  that  it   newhg  ener^T  and  nL^i.nrnt  "T  "^  ""•=" 

was  meant  for  the  people  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  tion,  n  everf  Veatu "e  of  the  r  co^dTT  °'^/'"''='^- 
represent.  (Cheers.)  He  accepted  all  their  kind- :  lation  It!s,^ndeed  most  ira^fnn"  th,,  Th^  "'^"" 
ness  in  the  spirit  of  frankness  in  which  it  was  given.  \ nents  of  these  emerp'r"eshlvibeel  utterlv  a'^^"' 
Whilst  he  .experienced,  such  a  welcome  at  the  pre- '  pointed  in  their  p  o?no    Lt'ns  a  To  a  c^    In, tto'n"   ''' 


thing  seems  to  go  on  with  precision  and  exactnessj 
and  the  framework  of  the  noble  monuments  of  ma- 
rine architecture,  are  now  serving  as  models  of  ex- 
cellence to  all  parlies  interested  in  the  erection  of 
steam  vessels.  When  the  Columbia  arrived,  after 
her  recent  passage  of  nine  days  and  a  half,  she  was 
in  the  most  perfect  condition,  and  (lie  most  scrutiniz- 
ing eye  could  not  observe  but  that  she  was  entering 
upon  an  onward  passage,  rather  than  just  returned 
after  perfecting  the  greatest  feat  of  speed  ever  re- 
corded. 

In  England  these  unvarying  rapid  passages  are 
producing  their  natural  result  in  the  minds  of  all  ob- 
servers; and  we  can  safely  trust  the  fairness  and  can- 
dor of  an  American  public  to  deal  justly,  and  assist 
IS  supporting  such  enterprises.  The  American  press 
too,  now  so  rapidly  rising  in  power,  and  widening 
Its  sphere  of  usefulness  to  such  a  vast  extent,  will 
do  Its  duty  in  keeping  the  citizens  rightly  informed 
as  to  the  good  yet  to  be  attained  from  steam  commu- 
nication with  Great  Britain;  as  also  to  dispel  those 
fears  which  have  been  allowed  to  operate,  in  pre- 
venting persons  the  enjoyment  of  those  advantages 
which  such  a  certain  and  speedy  mode  of  transit  of- 
fers to  them.  The  entire  American  press  is  deeply 
interested  in  this  subject.  It  is  a  matter  of  vital  im- 
portance to  its  increasing  success,  that  such  regula- 
rity should  be  maintained,  and  that  these  efforts  of 
mechanical  skill  should  be  bound  up  and  united,  as 
well  as  zealously  aided,  by  the  newspapers  of  both 
countries. 

An  immense  increase  is  already  shown  in  the  de- 
nnand,  on  this  side,  for  American  papers  and  publica- 
tions, since  the  running  of  the  steamers.  Each  of 
these  North  American  steamers  brings  over  loads  of 
them;  and,  as  steam  goes  on  prospering,  so  will  our 
Iriends  of  the  press  find  new  fields  open  to  them  on 
this  side,  and  will  also  derive  equal  benefit  in  the  con- 
tinued receipt  of  their  European  intelligence,  which 
will  be  looked  for  with  great  interest  on  account  of 
Its  regularity  of  arrival,  and  by  an  immensely  in- 
creased host  of  readers,  sure  to  be  attracted  by  such 
a  cause.  Let  us  then  pull,  as  one  man,  in  a  matter 
that  so  deeply  interests  us  all:  let  there  be  no  trifling 
bickerings  on  minor  interests,  but  a  general  determi- 
?^l'f "  .'°  ^]^  '"  ""^  ""^  5''^*'  ^""^  important  purpose 
were  established. 


for  which  these  steame 


sent,   he   felt  indeed    that   he    was   not  a    stranser  i  of  success-  anrl  th»^frrj.^'.i""7"^  V" 'T  V'"""""""' 
amongst  them,  but  that  in  crossing  the  ^vide  o'lan  I  pro  pec!   have  equal  ^^^^  TC'-'"' 

that  separated   his  country  from  theirs,  he  had  come   that  steam   voyages   between   the  cou-li?"" 
into  llie  land    of  his  fathers  to  receive  the  kindness  I  perlv    sunoorted    -.nd  ^nVo  a    co  ntries,  if  pro- 

.nd  the  charities  of  hospitality  at  the  hands  of  their  \  Inl  t"rc'afeer"ofrerinSs,'  b"ut '  that  t\Z 


successors.     (Cheers) 

His  excellency  then  adverted  to  the  relations  be- 
tween colonies  and  mother  countries,  whether  found- 
ed upon  conquest  or  emigration.  Egypt,  Greece 
end  Rome,  had  e-ac)i  had  colonies,  but  there  never 
had  been,  and  there  never  could  be,  such  relatioDs 
between  them  as  now  existed  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  this  country.  (Applause.) 
Those  relations  were  to  be  found  in  the  mysterious 
bond  of  a  common  Iss^uage,  a  common  origin,  and  a 
perfect  conviction  (iiat  tlic-y  were  destined  to  exer- 
cise an  all-powerful  influence  on  whatever  they 
were  dcKtiiied,  »ad  to  fulfil  the  highest  ends  in  the 
order  of  Providence  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
both.  When  Atjienca  was  prosperous,  the  hand 
loom  weavers  felt  it  in  England;  and  when  manu- 
factuFOs  and  commerce  in  England  languished,  the 
pulses  of  Amerios  beat  feebly  and  slow. 

With  respect  to  the  new  staple  commodity  of 
America,  it  was  doubtless  known  that  the  cultivation 
of  cotton  in  the  United  States  was  but  of  recent  ori- 
gin. So  recently  as  1784,  the  first  parcel  that  ar- 
rived at   Liverpool   was  seized  as   eontrahand,  and 

supposed  to  he  the  production  of  the  West  Indies 

Now,  by  the  improvements  made  in  the  culture  and 
treatment  of  the  cotton  in  America,  more  especially 
in  the  process  by  which  the  seed  was  separated  from 
the  fibre,  and  by  the  improveniuutsoll'ected  by  Ark- 
wright  and  his  successors  in  the  spinning  of  it,  the 


portion  to  the  increase  of  support  awarded,  so  also 
will  be  their  determined  spirit  of  continued  energe- 
tic success.  ° 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  universal  feeling  of  plea- 
sure which  has  marked  this  late  feat  of  the  Colum- 
bia home;  and  when  we  tell  our  readers,  that  in  ele- 
ven and  a  half  days  from  the  time  of  American  pa- 
pers being  printed,  the  same  journals  and  part  of  the 
mails  were  actually  delivered  i»  t™,te,.,  we  know 
they  must  join  in  rendering  all  just  praise  to  that  ad- 
mirable system  of  efficiency  which  could  bring  about 
such  a  marvellous  oonaummation.  The  whole  mer- 
cantile body  of  England,  and  theconlinent  of  Europe 
were  perfectly  amazed  at  so  early  a  delivery  of  their 
correspondence;  and,   although    we   have  now  gra-  i 

dually  become  accustomed  to  extreme  regularity  The  tribunal  of  Bilboa  had  passed  judgment  on 
ot  communication,  and  to  constant  and  invariably  several  individuals  concerned  in  the  insurrection  of 
()uic|[  steam  passages,  yet   we   must  confess,  that  to    last   October-twenty  are   sentenced    to  death    and 


FRANCE. 
The  Paris  papers  are  devoted  almost  exclusively  to 
the  elections. 

Telegraph  despatches  continue  to  communicate 
success  in  the  provinces  adjoining  Algiers.  The  last 
IS  dated  June  25. 

A  royal  ordinance  has  been  issued,  sanctioning 
certain  changes  introduced  into  the  customs'  tariff 
established  in  the  French  West  Indies  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  8th  of  December.  1S39.  By  this  law 
several  articles  heretofore  admitted  into  those  colo- 
nies at  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  per  100  kilogrammes 
are  prohibited;  these  are  species,  which  are  abun- 
dantly produced  in  them.  The  duty  on  Teneriffe  and 
Maderia  wines  is  reduced  from  100  francs  per  hecto- 
litre to  60. 

The  new  ordinance  also  relieves  merchants  from 
e  operation  of  the  law  of  1839,  which  decreed  that 
loreign  goods,  proceeding  from  French  fiid-ejjot'!,  could 
not  be  imported  forconsumption  into  the  French  West 
Indies  unless  they  had  been  naturalised  by  the  pay- 
ment, in  France,  of  the  duties  demanded  by  the  ge- 
neral tariff. 

The  French  government  had  imposed  an  ad  valo- 
rem duty  of  30  per  cent,  on  all  linen  yarn  imported 
into  that  kingdom. 

Great  preparations  are  making  at  St.  Omer's  for  a 
tournament  at  the  end  of  the  mouth,  in  honor  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  who  will  be  present. 

The  celebrated  historian,  M.  Sisinondi,  died  on  the 
25lh  ultimo,  at  his  country  seal,  near  Geneva,  in  the 
69tli  year  of  his  age. 

SPAIN. 
Our  advices  from  iMadrid  to  the  26th  of  June. 
Some    insurrectionary    movements    at    Figuciras 
(Catalonia)  and  Barcelona   had    been   suppressed.— 
Others  were  apprehended  at  St.  Sebastian  and   To- 
lusa. 


hear  of  a  vessel  crossing  the  mighty  Atlantic  Ocean 
in  niiif  days  and  a  lial/,  does  certainly  give  rise  to  ideas 
that  some  super-mundane  sort  of  influence  must  be 
brought  to  bear,  in  order  to  preserve  such  a  rate  of 
speed. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable,  and  certainly  not 
the  least  desireable,  point  in  the  matter,  is  the  per- 
fect order  and  effective  strength  which  the  steamers 
show  on  the  termination  of  their  passages.  The  ma- 
chinery isalwaysinaiHostperfectan  I  complete  state, 
no  strianing  or   appearance   of  overworking;  every 


twelve  to  the  galleys.  Twenty-five  other  individuals 
were  acquitted. 

A  new  ministry  has  been  formed  as  folows: — Ro- 
dil,  minister  of  war  and  president  of  the  council;  Al- 
madovar,  foreign  affairs;  Ziimalacurrogui,  Justice; 
Ramon  Calatrava,  finance;  Capaz,  marine;  Torres 
Solanet,  interior. 

No  collision  had  as  yet  taken  place  in  the  cortes 
between  the  new  ministry  and  the  coalition,  and  it 
was  even  believed  that  the  latter  would  remain  for 
the  present  on  the  defensive. 
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The  cbniractors  for  the  first  issue  of  the  loan  of 
i60,()00,000  had  acquiesced  in  the  demand  of  the  mi- 
nister of  finance,  and  consented  to  reduce  the  discount 
to  12  per  cent. 

The  army  of  the  north  has  been  dissolved. — 
The  troops  of  which  it  was  composed  are  to  pass  un- 
der the  command  of  the  captains-general,  of  the  10th 
division  (Navarre),  and  the  11th  (the  Basque  pro- 
vinces). 

PORTUGAL. 

We  have  advices  from  Lisbon  to  the  27th  of  June. 
Neither  the  slave  trade  nor  the  commercial  treaty 
were  signed.  The  duke  of  Palmella  will  immedi- 
ately enter  on  the  administration  as  foreign  secretary 
and  president  ofthe  council,  and  SenhorCompelo  will 
be  replaced  in  the  marine  department  by  a  statesman 
of  more  undisputed  administrative  capacity. 
GERMANY,  &c. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  states  that  on  the  9th  of 
June  disturbances  of  a  serious  nature  broke  out  in 
the  city  of  Pesth,  in  Hungary,  occasioned  by  the  dis- 
content of  the  journeymen  tailors  respecting  some 
ditierences  with  the  masters  ofthe  corporation  in  tlie 
matler  of  a  saving's  bank.  Sixteen  hundred  of  these 
men  refused  to  work,  and  marched  in  a  body  out  of 
the  town.  Some  cavalry  were  sent  against  them 
and  forty  were  brought  in  as  prisoners. 

Immediately  an  attempt  at  rescue  was  made  by  the 
journeymen  and  the  populace.  The  townhouse, 
which  Qontalns  the  prison  wasattacked — Its  windows 
demolished,  and  the  lights  in  the  streets  destroyed. 
The  police  were  obliged  to  act,  and  many  were 
wounded  on  both  sides.  The  next  day  3,000  shoe- 
makers had  threatened  to  join  the  tailors,  and  much 
apprehension  was  entertained  for  the  tranquility  of 
the  town. 

The  senate  of  Hamburg  has  just  published  a  third 
list  of  subscriptions  towards  the  relief  of  the  suffer- 
ers from  the  late  fire.  The  total  amount  received  up 
to  the  15th  ult.  was  three  millions  of  marcs  banco, 
about  4,800,000f. 

TURKEY,  &c. 

Letters  from  Alexandria  of  the  28th  June  report 
that  Mehemet  All  had  offered  to  the  Porte  to  send  7 
regiments  of  the  line  to  assist  in  disarming  the  Syri- 
an mountaineers. 

Ibrahim  Pasha  left  Cairo  on  the  9th  for  Upper 
Egypt,  to  superintend  the  erection  of  sugar  mills, 
which  he  is  building  for  his  own  account. 

The  pasha  had  acceded  to  the  proposal  submitted 
by  the  British  consul,  that  the  import  and  export  du- 
ties be  for  the  future  levied  upon  valuation  of  mer- 
chandise, and  in  Egyptian  currency,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  tariff  of  1839.  The  trade  In  cotton  had 
also  been  declared  free,  the  five  per  cent,  duty 
upon  the  Imports  becoming  payable  on  the  26th  of 
June. 

The  letters  from  Constantinople  are  to  the  18th  of 
June. 

At  an  extraordinary  council  held  at  the  Porte  on 
the  affairs  of  Syria,  the  various  points  of  the  question 
were  fully  debated,  each  foreign  minister  giving  his 
opinion  on  the  subject;  and  It  appears  that  they  una- 
nimously agreed  that  the  policy  hitherto  pursued  by 
the  Divan  with  respect  to  that  country  was  con- 
formable to  the  real  intarests  and  dignity  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  should  conseiiuently  be  persevered 
in. 

There  is  much  fermentation  in  Wallachia.  Arms 
and  ammunition  have  been  landed  from  the  Danube, 
and  bands  of  brigands  overrun  the  country,  nay, 
;maUe  incursione  towards  Widdin. 

A  formal  notice  had  been  given  to  Col.  Burnett, 
■by  the  pasha  of  Egypt,  that  the  trade  of  the  next  cot- 
Ion  crops  would  be  free,  and  all  would  be  qt  liberty 
to  purchase  it  throughout  Egypt. 

INDIA  AND  CHINA, 

The  indian  mail  arrived  at  Marseilles  on  the  29th 
•of  June-  The Xojlowing  telegraphic  despatch  reach- 
ted  London  on  Friday.  General  Pollock  had  joined 
•slrR.Saleat  Jellalabad  on  16th  April,  re-eslabiishing 
on  his  .march  the  authority  of  Thomas  lyh^n  Sull- 
■poora.  He  was  to  march  on  Cabul  as  soon  as  he 
iwas  joined  by  Colonel  Boulton.  Geqeroil  England 
~had  reunited  troops,  forced  the  passes,  and  joined 
General  Nott,  at  Candahar.  At  Hykulzie,  the  scene 
of  his  former  rebuff,  he  had  attac|jpd  the  enemy'* 
position  snil  carried  it  without  tl\?  loss  of  a  single 
man. 

Major  Reld  had  reached  Dadur  with  a  valuable 
Convpy  of  treasure  and  400  cancels,  with  which  he 
v/,iis  to  ascend  the  Bolan  pass  or;  the  3d  or  4th  of 
ii'ay.  Capt.  ftl'KenzIa  had  arrived  at  Jellalabad,  with 
pHers  from  Akbar  Khan  to  r^liiase  his  prisoners  on 
conditions.  The  answer  was  not  known.  General 
Elphinstone  died  on  the  33d  April, 


The  death  of  Shah  Soojah,  Is  also  confirmed;  he 
fell  by  the  hand  of  Zemaun  Khan,  brother  to  Dost 
Mohammed.  The  most  satisfactory  Intelligence  had 
been  received  of  the  Cabul  prisoners;  Capt.  M'Ken- 
zie,  one  of  their  number,  had  been  permitted  by 
Akiibar  Khan,  to  visit  the  camp  at  Jellalabad  on  pa- 
role, as  the  bearer  of  a  despatch  from  Maj.  Pottln- 
ger,  and  to  treat  for  the  ransom  of  his  companions. 
He  brought  news  of  the  death  of  Gen.  Elphinstone, 
on  the  23d  of  April.  The  other  prisoners  were  doing 
well,  and  had  been  treated  with  considerable  kind- 
ness. It  Is  said  that  an  enormous  sum  had  been  de- 
manded for  Iheir  ransom,  but  the  terms  were  not 
known,  although  Capt.  McKenzle  had  returned  to 
the  Affghan  camp  with  the  answer  to  the  proposals 
with  which  he  had  been  entrusted. 

The  destruction  of  the  garrison  of  Ghuznee  is  con- 
firmed. Col.  Palmer  left  the  citadel  on  the  26th  of 
March,  and  took  up  his  quarters  in  a  portion  of  the 
town.  There,  as  in  the  case  of  Cabul,  the  Ghazees, 
apparently  without  orders,  attacked  the  troops,  and  a 
frightful  slaughter  ensued.  The  leader  of  the  Insur- 
gents, Shumshooden,  Interfered  and  took  the  o65cers 
under  his  protection,  and  they  are  described  as  now 
living  as  prisoners  In  the  citadel.  About  100  only 
of  the  Sepoys  are  supposed  to  have  escaped. 

The  accounts  from  China  are  interesting.  On  the 
18th  of  March  the  Chinese,  10,000  or  12,000  strong, 
tried  to  retake  NIngpo,  while  another  force  attack- 
ed Chlnghae.  In  both  instances  they  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss. 

The  details  have  been  received.  The  mail  is  des- 
patched from  Bombay  on  the  23d  of  May,  ten  days 
earlier  than  usual,  in  order  to  avoid  the  monsoon. 
The  Chinese  were  allowed  to  enter  NIngpo  without 
opposition,  but  upon  reaching  the  market  place  were 
attacked  on  all  sides  by  the  British  troops,  and  In- 
stantly routed.  When  they  got  within  one  hundred 
yards  of  the  British  guns,  a  terrific  fire  of  grape  and 
canister  was  poured  down  upon  them.  They  fled  In 
confusion,  leaving  about  250  dead.  The  49th  regi- 
ment was  then  sent  in  pursuit,  but  up  to  the  last  ac 
count  had  not  yet  returned, 
had  been  made  upon  Chingh 

again   routed.     The  British  did  not  sufl'er  a  single 
casualty  at  either  place. 

This  appears  to  have  been  only  part  of  a  concert- 
ed attack,  as  at  the  same  time  fire-boats  were  launch- 
ed against  the  ships. 

The  Mandarins  also  contemplated  an  attempt  upon 
Chusan,  for  which  purpose  they  had  collected  a  con- 
siderable force  In  the  Island  of  Taisam.  Their  in- 
tentions were,  however,  frustrated  by  the  Nemesis 
having  been  sent  to  reconnoitre,  and  ascertain  the 
extent  of  tlieir  preparations.  A  boat  having  been 
despatched  from  this  vessel,  was  fired  on  by  the  Chi- 
nese, when  pulling  into  a  creek  The  steamer's 
crew  were  immediately  landed.  They  succeeded 
after  killing 
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DIPLOMATIC.  Colonel  T.  Acosta,  charge  d'af- 
falrs  of  the  republic  of  New  Grenada,  arrived  in 
Washington  a  few  days  ago,  and  was  on  the  23d  inst. 
presented  to  the  president  by  the  secretary  of  state. 

DRAWBACKS.  Thompson's  New  York  Bank 
Note  Reporter  states  that  some  of  the  Importers  of 
that  city  are  reshipping  their  goods,  and  obtaining, 
through  the  custom  house,  a  return  of  duties  equal  to 
to  the  amount  paid  when  imported.  These  goods 
can,  under  the  present  tariff,  be  again  Imported,  and 
some  twenty  per  cent,  saved  by  the  operation.  The 
custom  house  of  New  York  has,  since  the  1st  Inst, 
paid  in  drawbacks,  $46,993.  Should  the  tariff  re- 
main as  It  now  is,  a  half  a  million  of  dollars  will  be 
required  to  answer  these  calls. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DUTIES  ON  IM- 
PORTS. The  New  Y'ork  papers  state  that  great 
difiicultles  and  inequalities  are  found  to  arise  in  at- 
tempts, to  affix  the  home  valuation  upon  goods — and 
great  inequalities  are  apprehended  in  the  valuation 
of  similar  articles.  Well,  that  we  suspect  is  unavoi- 
dable under  any  system  of  valuation.  Meantime, 
however,  almost  all  the  duties  are  paid  under  protest, 
and  suits  are  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the  mo- 
ney. 

The  New  York  American  says  that  one  cargo  was 
landed  without  any  security  for  the  duties  being 
given,  seized  by  the  collector,  and  replevied  by  the 
owner.  This  must  bring  to  a  speedy  decision  before 
the  district  court,  the  question  whether  or  not  there 
be  any  law  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports. 

ANNUAL  COMMERCIAL  STATEMENT.  The 

annual  statement  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 

A  simultaneous  attack  i  ^^c  United  States  was  laid  before  congress  on  the 
The  enemy  were  i  ^1^'  instant,  and  ten  thousand  copies  of  it  were  or- 
•     ■     dered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  its  contents. 

VESSELS TONNAGE CREWS. 

The  number  of  vessels,  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  entered  the  ports  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  September,  1841. 

Vtsseh.         Tonnage.  MeJi.  Boys. 

American,     7,735        1,631,909        75,445 
Foreign,        4,538  736,444        43,675 


2,830 
453 


Total,      12,273        2,368,353       119,120        3,283 

The  number  of  vessels  which  cleared  from  ports 

of  the  United  States  during  the  same  period  was 

American,     7,790         1,634.156        79,216        3,043 

ny  of  the  enemy,  in  capturing  thirty  1  Foreign,        3,554  736,849        44,061  348 


junks,  supposed  to  have  been  intended  to  convey  the 
troops  to  Chusan. 

It  was  remarked  that  all  the  Chinese  soldiers  left 
dead  at  NIngpo  and  Chlnhea  had  a  few  dollars  about 
them.  It  Is  supposed  from  this  that  a  gratuity  was 
Issued  to  them  immediately  before  they  attacked  the 
city,  in  order  to  Induce  them  to  advance.  It  is  said 
that  the  emperor  has  ordered  that  the  provinces 
which  are  the  seat  of  war,  shall  defray  the  whole  of 
its  expenses.  We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  the 
cabinet  of  Pekin  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  to 
make  a  great  national  effort  against  their  foes.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  invaded  provinces  are  naturally 
disinclined  to  bear  the  whole  of  the  heavy  pecunia- 
ry charges  necessary  for  carrying  on  hostilities.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  Chinese  army  1,0  the  south 
of  the  Hangenow  river.  Is  In  want  of  pay,  and  desti- 
tute of  supplies,  from  which  cause  the  troops  were 
in  such  a  state  of  insubordination  that  it  was  expect- 
ed they  would  shortly  disband  themselves. 


Total,      12,344        2,371,005       123,277        3,391 
The  tonnage  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  end- 
ing September,  30,  1841,  was. 

In  foreign  trade,  (registered)  945,803.42 

Coasting  ti-ade,  (enrolled)     1,076,036.18 
Do.        do.  (licensed)  31,021.70 

1,107,067.88 

Cod  fishery,  (enrolled)  60,556.05 

Mackerel.        do.  11,321.13 


Cod  fishery,  under  20  tons,         5,995.79 


77,873.02 


2,130,744.44 
Whale  fishery,  (register  enrolled)  157,405.17 

Of  the  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  there  is  em- 
ployed in  steam  navigation,  174,342.44. 

The  number  of  vessels  built  during  the  year  amount- 
ed to  761.     Their  tonnage,  118,693.71. 

The  tonnage  for  the  year  1841  is  less  than  that  of 
Several  skirmishes  had  taken  place  along  the  coast,  [  1840,  by  50,919.79  tons. 


but  with  no  decisive  result,  although  In  each  the  en- 
emy had  suffered  considerable  loss.  More  vigorous 
measures  were,  it  is  said,  in  contemplation,  and  a 
movement  to  the  northward  was  intended  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  expected  re-inforcements. 

By  a  notification  from  the  plenipotentiary,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Chinese  will  be  suffered  to  use  their 
own  discretion  in  fortifying  the  banks  of  the  river 
between  Whampoa  and  Canton;  but  If  they  venture 
to  erect  new  works  below  the  former  place  hostili- 
ties win  be  immediately  resumed. 

The  state  of  trade  at  Canton  had  improved,  many 
sales  having  been  efffected  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  month  of  March. 

Opium  was  sold  at  very  low  rates. 

Trade  has  been  carried  on  as  usual,  but  with   the 
exception  of  cotton,  not  upon  remunerating  prices. 
Barter  was   the  only  means  of  commercial    inter- 
course. 
1     Sir  Henry  Pottinger  continued  at  Macao. 


VALUE  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States  during  the  same  period  was 
Merchandise  free  of  duties  $66,019,731 

Paying  ad  valorem  duties  34,610,542 

Specific  duties  27,315,804 

Total  1197,946,177 

Imported  in  American  vessels  |113,921,877 

in  foreign  vessels  14,724,300 

The  value  of  merchandise  exported  during  the 

same  period  was 

American  productions  $106,382,722 

Foreign  productions  re-exported  15,469,081 

$121,851,803 
Of  the  American  productions  were  carried 
In  American  vessels  ^82,569,389 

In  foreign  vessels  23,81 3,333 
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ARTICLES   EXPORTED. 

The  prominent  articles  of  export  were — 

Cc.un       ------       #54,: 

■T-A-:co         .-,.--    12,: 

Manufactures        -----  3, 

Gold  and  silver  coin        ...  2,746, 

Pork 2,631 

Rice  -        -        -        !        -  2,010 


86,167,366 
21,215,356 


The  above  items  amount  to 
All  other  domestic  exports 


Total  of  domestic  exports  106,215,356 

COMMERCE    or    THE    STATES    AND    TERRITORIES, 


Imports, 

M'jine 

$700,961 

New  Hampshire 

73,701 

Vermont 

246,789 

Massachusetts 

20,318,003 

Rhode  Island 

339,592 

Connecticut 

295,939 

New  York 

75,713,426 

New  Jersey 

2,315 

Pennsylvania 

10,346,698 

Delaware 

3,276 

Maryland 

6,101„313 

District  of  Columbia 

77,263 

Virginia 

377,237 

North  Carolina 

220,366 

South  Carolina 

1,557,431 

Georgia 

449,007 

Alabama 

530,819 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

10,256,350 

Ohio 

11,318 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

7,523 

Michigan 

137,800 

Missouri 

33.875 

Florida 

145,181 

Total 

$127,946,177 

88,529 
36,629 


$121,851,802 
APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

William  Kinney  to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of 
W.  G.  Singleton,  whose  commission  has  expired. 

OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL    ORDERS NO.  44. 

Head  quarters  of  the  (O'my,  adj.  gen's,  office. 

Washigton,  July  21,  1842. 

Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of  the 
United  Slates  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate,  since  the  promulga- 
tion of  '  G.'.neralOrde.s"  :'<\..  13,  of  March  17,  1842. 

Ill  addition  to  the  appointments  and  promotions 
heretolore  published,  in  the  Register,  the  following 
appear  in  the  general  orders  No.  44,  dated  at  Wash- 
ington, July  21,  1842. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Corps   of  topographical  engineers. 

First  lieutenant  T.  B.  Linnard  to  be  captain  March 
31,  1842,  vice  Guion,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  J.  C.  Woodruff  to  be  1st  lieut.  March  31, 
1842,  vice  Linnard,  promoted. 

Ordnance  department. 

Captain  John  Symington  to  be  major  March  27, 
1842,  vice  Lomax,  deceased. 

First  lieutenant  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley  to  be  captain 
March  27,  1842,  vice  Symington,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  R.  A.  Wainwright  to  be  Ist  lieut. 
March  27,  1842,  vice  Whiteley,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  McNutt  to  be  2d  lieut.  March 
27,  vice  Wainwright,  promoted. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieutenant  B.  A.  Teriett  to  be  captain  Feb. 
21,  1842,  vice  Simonton,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  R.  H.  Chilton  to  be  first  lieutenant 
February  21,  1842,  vice  Terrett,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  Bowman  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  June  27,  1842,  vice   Davidson,  deceased. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  John  Love  to  be  second  lieut. 
February  2],  1842,  vice  Chilton,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  A.  Buford  to   be   2d  lieut.  April 

12, 184  >,  vice  Wicklihc,  struck  from  the  rolls. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

Maj.  Henry  Wilson,  of  the  3d  infantry,  to  be  lieut. 

colonel  June  14,  1842,   vice  Davenport,  promoted. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  W.  W.  Lear,  captain  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, to  be  major  June  14,  1842,  vice  Wilson,  pro- 
moted. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  A.  W.  Bowman,  of  the   1st 
infantry,  tc  be  2(1  lieutenant  April  30,  1842. 
Fouith  rtgimeni  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  B.  K.  Aldcn  t<>  ^  ■  aplain  June  14, 
1842,  vice  I<ear,  promoted. 


Second  lieutenant  J.  H.  Gore  to  be  first  lieutenant 
June  14,  1842,  vice  Alden,  promoted. 

Brevet  3d  Ueutenanl  B.   A.  Berry  to  be  second 

lieutenant  June  14, 1842,  vice  Gore,  promoted. 

Sizih  regiment  cf  Infnni.ry. 

Brevet  colunel  Vv'.  Davenport,  lieutenant  colonel 

of  the  1st  infantry,  to  be  colonel  June  14,  1842,  vice 

Atkinson,  deceased. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 
Second  lieutenant  James  R.  Soloy  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, July  20,  1842,  vice  Bates,  resigned. 
Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 
Brevet  second  lieutenant  Levi  Gaiitt  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, to  be  second  lieutenant,  April  30,  1842. 

APPOINT.MENTS. 

Corps  of  topopraphical  engineer's. 
George  Meade  late  of  the  army,  to  be  2d  lieut 
May  19,  1842. 

Corps  of  engineers. 
Cadet  Henry  L.  Euslis,  of  Massa'chusetts,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  July  1,  1S42. 

Cadet  John  Nev.'ton,  of  Virginia,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, July  1,  1842. 

Cadet  George    W.  Rains,  of  Alabama,  to  be 
cond  lieutenant,  July  1,  1842. 

Cadet  John  D.  Kurtz,  of  District  of  Columbia,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  July  1.  1842. 

Ft7-s/  regiment  of  dragoons. 
Cadet  Armistead  T.  M.  Rust,  of  Va.  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  July  1,  1842. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 
Cadet  Alexander  P.  Stewart,  of  Tennessee,  to  be 
second   lieutenant,  July  1,  1842. 

Cadel  Edmund  G.  Beckv,  ilh,  of  New  York,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  July  1,  1842. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 
Cadet  Mansfield  Lovell,  of  District  of  Columbia, 
to  be  second  lieutenant,  July  1,  1842. 

Cadet  Calvin  Benjamin,  of  Indiana,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  July  1,  1842. 

Cadet  Henry  M.  Whiting  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
July  20, 1842,  vice  Soley,  promoted,  (brevet  Julv  1, 
1842.) 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 
Cadet  Frederic  J.  Denman,  of  New  York,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  July  1,  1842. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 
Cadet  Napoleon  J.  T.  Da:ia  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant, July  1,  1842. 

Graduates  of  the  military  academy  attached  to  the 
army  as  supernumerary  officers  with  the  breretot  2d 
lieutenant,  in  conformity  with  the  law.  and  the  di- 
rection of  the  president  to  rank  from   July  1,  1842. 
Brevet  second  lieutenants,  attached  to  the  coiys  of  engineers. 
Cadet  Wm.  S.  Rosecrans,  of  Ohio. 
Cadet  Barton  S.  Alexander,  of  Kentucky. 
Cadet  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  of  Kentucky. 
Brevet  second  lieutenants,  attached    to  the  ordnance  de- 
partment. 
Cadet  Theodore  T.  S.  Laidley,  of  Virginia. 
Cadet  James  G.  Benton,  of  New  Hampshire. 
Brevet  secmid  lieutenants,  attached  to  the  corps  of  topogra- 
phical engineers. 
Cadet  Martin  L.  Smith,  of  New  York. 
Cadet  John  Pope,  of  Illinois. 
Brevet  second  lieutenants,  attached  to  the  dragoon  arm. 
Cadet  Patrick  Noble,  of  South  Carolina. 
Cadet  Richard  H.  Anderson,  of  South  Carolina. 
Cadet  George  T.  Mason,  of  Virginia. 
Cadet  Henry  W.  Stanton. 
Cadet  Thomas  C.  Hammond,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Brevet  second  lieutenants,  attaclied  to  the  artillery  arm. 
Cadet  Isaac  Uowen,  of  New  York. 
Cadel  Joseph  Stewart,  of  Kentucky. 
Cadet  Richard  W.  Johnston,  of  Virginia.  1 

Cadet  John  Hillhouse,  of  New  York.  ' 

Cadet  David  Gibson,  of  Virginia.  1 

Cadet  Charles  L.  Kilburn,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Cadel  Seth  Williams,  of  Maine. 
Cadet  Ahner  Doubleday,  of  New  York. 
Cadet  Haohaliah  Brown,  of  IVew  York. 
Cadet  Lucian  Loeser,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Cadet  Daniel  H.  Hill,  of  South  Carolina.- 
Brevet  second  linutenants,  aUached  to  the  infantry 
Cadet  Allen  H.  Norton,  of  Ohio. 
Cadel  John  S.  McCalnunt,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Cadet  Henry  C.  Story,  of  Louisiana. 
Cadet  Jenks  Beamaii,  Vermont. 
Cadet  John  D.  Clark,  of  North  Carolina. 
Cadet  Ralph  W.  Kirkham,  of  Massachusetts. 
Cadet  Cyrus  Hall,  of  Ohio. 
Cadet  George  Sykes,  of  Alarvland. 
Cadet  George  W.  Lay,  of  Virginia. 
Cadet  James  W.  Schureman,  of  New  Jersey. 
Cadet  Charles  D.  Jordan. 
Cadet  Andrew  J.  Williamson,  of  Ohio. 
Cadet  Eugene  E.  McLean,  of  Maryland. 
Cadet  Lalayette  McLaws,  of  Georgia. 
Cadet  Charles  T.  Baker. 
Cadet  Samuel  B.  Uayman,  of  Pennsylvania. 


Cadet  Earl  Van  Dorn,  of  Mississippi. 

C^det  Christopher  R.  Perry,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Cadet  James  Longs'reet,  oi'  Alabama. 

Cadet  James  W.  Ahr rt. 

Cadet  James  O.  Handy. 

The  foreg,:ing  assigii-nent  to  re2;'m!^nis  and  com- 
panies will  be  regarded  as  a  temporary  arrangement, 
necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  service;  promo- 
tions will  take  place  according  to  the  following  rules^ 

"Cadets  acting  as  supernumerary  officers  in  thei 
army,  in  virtue  of  their  brevets,  will  be  successively 
promoted  to  vacancies  of  the  lowest  grade  which 
may  first  happen  in  the  particular  arm  to  which  they 
may  have  been  attached,  according  to  the  order  ol 
rank  established  atlhe  military  academy." 

IV.  Resignations  and  casualties  since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Army  Register  in  January. 

Resignations.  (6  ) 

Captain  W.  B  Guion,  corps  of  topograpical  engi- 
neers, March  31,  1842. 

First  lieut.  F.  L.  Jones,  4th  artillery,  June  10, 1842.: 

First  lieutenant  G.  C.  Thomas,  4th  artillery,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1342. 

1st  lieut.  J.  H.  Bates,  4th  artillery,  July  20,  1842. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  Waugh,  1st  infantry.  May 
31,  1842. 

Second  lieutenant  R.  D.  Stephen,  3d  infantry,  Fe- 
bruary 20, 1842. 

Deaths.  (12.) 

Brevet  brigadier  general  Henry  Atkinson,  colonel 
6th  infantry,  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri,  June  14,. 
1842. 

Brevet  brigadi*^r  general  J.  R.  Fenwick,  colonel 
4lh  artillery,  at  Mnrseilles,  France,  March  19,  1842. 

Colonel  A.  Cummings,  4th  infantry,  at  Jfew  York, 
January  31,  1842. 

Major  M.  P.  Lomax,  ordnance  department,  at' 
IVatcrtown,  Mass.,  March  27,  1842. 

Bievet  major  11.  A.  Zantzinger,  captain  2d  artil 
lery,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  January  9,  1842. 

Brevet  major  F.  Whiting,  captain  1st  artillery,  at' 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  May  16,  1.942. 

Brevet  major  D.  Wilcox,  captain  5th  infantry,  at 
Pilatka,  Florida,  January  3,  1842. 

Captain  I.  P.  Simonton,  1st  dragroons,  at  Fort 
irai/iif,  CAerotfe.\'a/ioti,  February  21,  1842. 

First  lieutenant  L.  P.  Davidson,  1st  dragoons,  at 
Saratoga,  J^.  Y.,  June  27,  1842 

Paymaster  W.  Rector,  near  Foi'(  Smif,'i,.3rA:a)isiri, 
February  8,  1842. 

Surgeon  A.  Elwes,  at  Pilatka,  Florida,  June  12, 
1842. 

Assistant  surgeon  John  Robertson,  at  sea,  May  20, 
1842. 

Dropped.  (1.) 

Second  lieutenant  C.  Wickliffe,  1st  dragoons, 
April  12,  1842. 

V.  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  join 
their  proper  stations  and  companies  without  delay; 
those  on  detached  service  or  acting  under  special  in- 
structions will  report  by  letter  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  tiieir  respective  regiments. 

VI.  The  usual  leave  of  absence  allowed  by  the 
regulations  is  hereby  granted  to  the  several  gradu- 
ates; at  the  expiration  of  which  {September  30f/t) 
they  will  join  their  proper  stations  and  rcgimeiils. 
The  brevets  attached  to  the  dragoon  arm  will  report  I 
for  temporary  duty  and  instruction  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Carlisle  Barracks. 

VII.  Acceptances  or  non-acceptances  of  appoint- 
ments will  be  reported  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the 
army;  and  in  case  of  acceptance,  the  birth  place  of 
the  person  appointed  will  be  stated. 

By  command  of  major  general  Scott: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

THE  ARMY. 
War  department,  July  IC,  1842. 

Paragraphs  141  and  142  of  "General  Regulations 
for  the  Army"  having  become  inapplicable  to  the 
present  arrangement  of  departments,  they  are  re- 
scinded and  the  following  substituted. 

141.  The  commanders  of  military  departments 
arc  respectfully  authorized  to  grant  leaves  of  absence 
to  officers  on  duty  serving  in  the  departments  under 
their  command,  for  a  terra  not  exceeding  thirty  days, 
but  in  extraordinary  cases,  and  on  account  of  the 
distance  of  departments.  No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  3,  No.  4, 
No.  5,  No.  6,  and  No.  9,  from  general  headquarters, 
the  commanders  of  those  departments,  respectively, 
may  extend  such  leaves  of  absence  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  sixty  days  in  the  whole. 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 

GENERAL    ORDERS,  No.  41. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj'tgrn'ls  office. 

IVashington,  July  16,  1842. 
Commanders  of  military  departments  will  forward 
monthly  returns  to  the  headquarters  of  the  army  ac- 
cording to  the  form  to  be  lurnislied  by  the  adjutant 
geueral. 
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In  the  ascemling  line  of  communication  all  re- 
ports and  applications,  &c.  heretofore  made  to  the 
generals  commanding  geographical  divisions  will 
now  be  made  to  the  commanders  of  departments; 
and  atl  niititary  correspontknct  which  may  be  design- 
ed for  general  headquarters  must  pass  through  the 
same  channel,  except  in  such  special  cases  of  direcl 
communication  with  the  adjutant  general's  office,  as 
the  general  regulations  for  the  army  may  authorize. 

All  officers  of  the  general  staff  and  of  the  ord- 
nance serving  in  a  military  department  will  report 
by  letter  to  the  commander  thereof;  and  copies  of 
all  orders  effecting  their  position  either  by  transfer, 
change  of  station,  or  leave  of  absence,  will  be  com- 
municated to  department  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

The  remains  of  the  late  lieutenant  James  F.  Izard, 
of  the  1st  regiment  of  U.  States  dragoons,  have  been 
disinterred  from  their  resting  place  at  camp  Izard, 
on  the  Withlacoochie,  Florida,  and  removed,  by  or- 
der of  Colonel  Worth,  to  St.  Augustine,  for  inter- 
ment in  the  military  burial-ground  near  old  Fort  Ma- 
rion. 

United  Stales  troops.  Three  companies  of  the  3d 
regiment  United  States  artillery  arrived  at  Savannah 
on  Thursday  last  in  the  ship  Ocean,  from  New  Or- 
leans. 

The  detachment  was  under  command  of  captain 
E.  D.  Keyes,  company  D,  and  is  accompanied  by  as- 
sistant surgeon  D.  C.  DeLeon,  U.  S.  A.  and  lieute- 
nants W.  H.  Shover,  W.  H.  Churchill,  S.  Van  Vliet, 
and  G.  H.  Thomas. 

Company  B,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Shover, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Churchill,  left  the  next 
day  for  St.  Augnstine.  The  other  companies  were 
to  proceed  in  the  Ocean  to  Charleston,  where  com- 
Ipany  D  will  be  stationed. 

':  Company  F,  Lieutenant  Van  Vleit  commanding,  is 
I  destined  for  Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina. 

'  The  War  in  Floiiid.v.  The  following  article 
jwhich  we  copy  from  the  Pittsburgh  Iron  City,  affords 
ta  mass  of  striking  facts,  apparently  from  an  authen- 
tic source,  relating  to  the  Florida  war.  It  shows  at 
what  an  expense  of  human  life  that  war  has  been 
carried  on. 

As  the  newspapers  are  often  giving  us  accounts  of 
the  number  of  citizens  in  this  ill-fated  region  of  coun- 
'try  who  die  by  the  tomahawk  of  the  ruthless  savage, 
we  have  obtained  lists  of  the  commissioned  offi_-er5 
of  our  gallant  army  who  have  been  killed  and  wound- 
ed in  the  service  of  their  country,  in  Florida,  from 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  the  Seminole 
Indians,  in  December,  1S35,  to  the  31st  of  August 
last;  as  far  as  has  been  ascertained  the  killed  num- 
ber twenty-two;  during  the  same  period  no  less 
than  forty-three  have  died  of  diseases  contracted  dur- 
ing their  campaigns  in  Floridian  marshes, — making 
the  number  of  killed  sixty  five,  while  niiie(cen  carry 
with  them  the  scars  of  honorable  wounds,  received 
in  conflicts  with  the  savage  natives  of  those  southern 
hammocks.  The  gentleman  who  furnishes  us  with 
the  lists  alluded  to,  vouches  for  their  authenticity, 
and,  from  our  knowledge  of  him,  we  have  every 
confidence  in  their  correctness,  although  they  are  by 
no  means  complete;  never  having  been  published 
exeei>t  in  the  official  orders  of  the  war  department, 
v.e  liave  no  doubt  they  will  be  rea-J  with  interest  by 
a  |)eople  who  take  a  just  pride  in  the  well  known 
bravery  of  a  gallant  little  army. 

in  addition  to  the  officers  of  the  ar.my  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  there  have  been  many  volunteers,  militia 
officers,  and  private  soldiers,  killed  and  died  of  dis- 
ease in  Florida,  of  whom  we  have  noce?-ioMi  reports; 
and,  in  addition  to  these,  if  we  take  into  considera- 
tion the  terrible  mortality  from  all  causes,  amongst 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  array  proper,  including  those 
killed  in  battle,  the  grand  total  of  this  bill  of  morta- 
lity will  be  swelled  to  an  almost  frightful  extent. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  army  has  sustained  an  en- 
tire loss  of  upwards  of  one  thousand  men,  by  the 
Indian  bullet,  and  the  still  and  more  fatal  elfects  of 
climate,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
there.  If  we  add  to  these,  say  five  hundred  men, 
the  probable  number  of  similar  casualties  amongst 
the  militia  corps,  who  have  from  time  to  time  been 
employed  in  Florida,  during  that  period,  and  who 
amounted  in  aggregate  to  so.ne  twenty-five  thousand 
men  in  all,  we  shall  have  a  most  formidable  list  of 
death's  doings,  the  unfortunate  results  of  this  war 
with  the  Seminoles!  While  our  politicians  are  count- 
ing the  dollars  and  cents  which  have  been  spent  in  this 
war,  let  true  patriotism  urge  us  to  view  for  a  mo- 
ment the  blood  which  our  brave  soldiery  have  spilt, 
like  water,  in  defence  of  the  firesides  of  the  citizens 
of  Florida,  who,  it  will  be  seen,  have  not  been  the 
only  sufferers  from  this  miserable  and  ill-advised  war 
with  I  handful  of  I::diaaj,  catroacued  in  iinpcaetra- 
ble  swamps. 


List  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  army  killed 
in  Florida,  from  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
with  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  December  1835,  to 
August  31,  1841. 

KANE.         DATE  AND  PLACE. 


1835. 

F.  L.  Dste, 
VV.  S.  Frazer, 
C.  VV.  Gnnlincr, 
C  .ns.  Smith. 
W.  E.  B,is.-^igner, 
R.  R.  Miid:,'e, 
J   L   K,.ai=, 
fl   H-nderson, 
.1.  L  Gniliii, 
1S36. 

I.  F.  Izard, 

A   S.  Broolcs, 
Alex.  .\Iackay, 

1837. 

Chas,  Mellon. 
J   W.  S.  M'Neil, 
R.  Thompson, 
Jos.  Va-i  Sweanngen, 
F.  L.  Brooke, 
J.  P.  Cemer, 
1839. 

S  L-  Russell, 


William  Hulbert, 


Bt.  M.j.  411 
Cup.  3    A. 

Ca|)t.  2  A.  At  Dade's  massa- 
1st  Li.  2  A.  I  ere,  December  23, 
2  I  Lt.  2  A.  ^sixty  miles  on  the 
2:1  Li.  3  A.  I  route  from  Tain 
B1.2L.3  A.  pa  to  Fort  King. 
Bt.2L,  3A.  I 
Assi.  Surg.  J 

i  5th  of  March,  of 
1st  lit.  I  D.  [  wound-j  received 

)  ai  Withlacoorhe. 
L.  Col.  4  A,  )  Blown  up  on  S  B 
1st  Li.  1  A.  j  on  St.  John's  bay 

)  December  17. 

Cant.  2  A.    I  Frb.S.  L.Monrr.e. 
I  Sep.ll.ULjheeC'p. 


rl„?  fi  T  1  Killed  at  Okee- 
S:71r}-  ^ci.-beeof25.hof 
I  r  ■  G  I  December. 


Gapt.  2  I. 


1840. 
J.  S.  Sanderson, 


)  February  23,  two 
\  miles  from  Fort 
)  Dallas. 

i  May  2,   at   foin- 
1  teen  milo   Creek, 
^bf^Iween    ForTs 
Andrews    and 
J  Brooke. 


W.  Sherwood, 


2  Lt.  7  I. 
2  Lt.  7  I. 


Mavis.  Sm  from 
Fort  Micanopy. 
Dae.  28,  near  fort 
Micanopy. 

Note.     The  letters  A,  I.  and  D,  designate  the  artille- 
rv,  infantry  and  dragoon  corps. 
List   of  commissioned  officers  of  the  army,  icounded  in 

Florida,  from  the  commencement   of  hostilities   loith 

the  Seminole  Indians  in  December,  1835,  to  August 

31,  1841. 

Brevet  Maj.  Generals.  E.  P.  Gaines,  at  Withla- 
coochee,  Feb.  1836;  Tnos.  S.  Jesup,  at  Jupiter  Inlet, 
January  24, 1838. 

Brevet  Majors.  W.  M.  Graham,  at  Withlacoo- 
chee,  Dec.  31,  1835;  R.  B.  Lee,  at  Micanopy,  June 
9,  1836;  Jas.  A.  Ashley,  at  Welika,  July  19,  1836. 

Captains.  G.  Andrews,  at  Okeechobee,  Dec.  25, 
1837;  C.  Graham,  (three  times,)  at  Withlacoochee, 
Dee.  30,  1835;  Frederick  Searle,  six  miles  from  St. 
Augustine,  Nov.  25,  1839;  G.  J.  Rains,  two  miles 
from  Fort  King,  April  23,  1840. 

Brevet  Captain.  W.  Maitland,  at  Wahoo,  July 
19,  1836. 

First  Lieutenants.  T.  P.  Ridgeley,  at  V/ithlacoo- 
rfiee,  Dec.  31,  1835;  J.  Hooper,at  Okeechobee,  Dec. 
•25,  1837;  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  at  Okeechobee,  Dec. 
25,  1837;  J.  Duncan,  at  Withlacoochee,  Feb,  99, 
1836;  VV  H.  Betts,  at  Fort  Drane,  August  21,  1836; 
W.  W.  Mackall,  at  New  River,  Feb.  11,  1839; 
W.  H.  Fowler,  at  Lutsahatcha,  Jan.  15,  1838. 

Second  Lieutenants.  John  W.  Martin,  going  from 
Fort  Micanopy  to  Fort  Wacahoota,  May  19,  1840. 

Jlisistant  Surgeon.     R.  Weightman,  at  Weilka,  Ju- 
ly 19,  1836. 
List  of  commissioned  officers  of  the  army  who  died 

in  Florida,  and   elsewhere,  of  disease    contracted 

in  the  Seminole  campaigns,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  in  December,  18,35,  to   August 

31,  1841: 

In  1836.  Benjamin  F.  Nourse,  assistant  surgeon, 
May  19th,  at  Key  West.  T.  B.  Wheelook,  1st  It. 
1st  dragoons,  June  15,  at  Micanopy.  D.  S.  Herring, 
1st  lieut.  3d  artillery,  June  22,  at  St.  Augustine.  J. 
F.  Heileman,  Brevet  It.  col.  2d  artil'ery,  June  27th, 
at  Fort  Dade.  Lemuel  Gates,  capt.  1st  artillery, 
Aug.  6th,  at  Fort  Drane.  Sam'l  Shannon,  capt.  1st 
infantry.  Sept,  4th,  at  Tallahassee.  R.  M.  Sands, 
brvt.  maj.  4th  infantry,  Sept.  13th,  at  Fort  Call.  J. 
F.  Lane,  capt.  2d  dragoons,  October  19lh.  A.  W. 
Thornton,  capt.  4th  infantry,  November  2,  at  Fensa- 
cola. 

In  1837.  C.  E.  Kingsbury,  2d  It.  2d  dragoons, 
June  9th,  at  Fort  Melbn.  Thos.  R.  Johnson,  ass't 
surgeon,  July  11,  at  Baltimore,  Md.  Gerge  Birch, 
major,  4th  infantry,  Sept.  26,  at  Fort  Brooke.  J.  W. 
Hamilton,  1st  lieut.  2d  dragoons,  Nov.  26,  at  Fort 
Marion.  A.  C  Turtelott,  a,is't  surgeon,  Dec.  8,  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  Thouvas  B.  Adams,  Ist  lieut.  2d 
artillery.  Dee.  11,  at  Fort  Dade. 

In  1838.  James  McClure,  2d  lieut.  1st  infantry, 
April  5,  at  Fort  Brooke.  Wade  Sullivan,  assistant 
surgeon,  Nov.  21,  at  Camp  Walker.  John  Conrad, 
Ist  lieut.  6tli  iijliinLry,  Aug.  10,  at  Cu-Siy,  on  Joaoi's 
Island. 


In  1839.  George  H.  Griffin,  ass't.  adjt.  general, 
Oct.  S,  Tampa  Bay.  R.  H.  Peyton,  asst."qr.  master, 
Nov.  11,  at  Tampa  Bay.  J.  W.  P4cCrabb,  ass't.  qr. 
master,  Nov.  6,  at  St.  Augustine.  Thomas  Barker, 
capt.  1st  infantry,  Nov.  11,  at  Tampa  Bay.  E.  G. 
Mitchell,  capt.  1st  infantry,  June  10,  at  Fort  Roger 
Jones.  B.  Poole,  1st  lieut.  3d  artillery,  Nov.  9,  at 
St.  Augustine.  G.  C.  Rodney,  1st  lieut.  3d  artillery, 
Nov.  5,  at  St.  Augustine.  R.  S.  Jenning,  2d  lieut. 
3d  artillery,  Nov.  12,  at  St.  Augustine.  \V.  W.  Pew, 
2d  lieut.  1st  infantry,  June  12,  at  Fort  Roger  Jones. 
C.  J.  Hughes,  2d  lieut.  6th  infantry,  Aug.  22,  ut  Fort 
Frank  Brooke.  R.  Clark,  surgeoU;  J.me  23,  at  maj. 
Gamble's. 

In  1840.  John  Green,  lieut.  col.  6th  infantry, 
Sept.  21,  at  Tallahassee.  Andrew  Lewis,  capt.  3d 
infantry,  Nov.  30,  at  Tampa.  Wm.  B.  Davidson, 
capt.  3d  artillery,  Dec.  25,  at  Indian  Key.  Wm.  D. 
Berrien,  1st  lieut.  6th  infantry,  Dec.  2,  at  Tampa. 

1841.  Charles  E.  Woodruff,  1st  lieut.  2d  infantry, 
April  17,  at  Fort  Holmes,  Florida.  J.  R.  H.  Lan- 
caster, 2d  lieut.  1st  infantry,  July  5,  by  lightning. 
H.  Wardwell,  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry,  July  21,  at  Fort 
Dallas,  Florida.  W.  S.  Garner,  capt.  3d  artillery, 
at  Picolata.  C.  Noyes,  ass't  surgeon,  July  26,  at  St. 
Augustine.  J.  M.  Harvie,  1st  lieut.  8th  infantry, 
Sept.  7,  at  Cedar  Keys.  L.  O'Brien,  1st  lieut.  Sth 
infantry,  June  7,  at  Tampa  Bay.  Jacob  Brown,  ar- 
tillery paymaster,  at  St.  Augustine.  D.  Wilcox, 
capt.  Sth  infantry,  at  Palatka.  Thomas  B.  Garnett, 
7tfi  infantry,  lieut.  at  Palatka. 

The   Florida  Indians.     It  appears  from  a  con- 
gressional   document  recently  published  (No.  247,) 
that  the  following  sums  have  been  paid  to  different 
chiefs,  to  induce  them  to  come  in  and  emigrate: 
Echoemathle,  -  -  -    jJ5,000 

Hillis  Hadjo,  -  -  -  2,000 

Cosa  Tustenuggee,        ...      5,000 
Cotsa  Tustenuggee,  -  .  2,000 

Coacoochie,       ....      4,810 
Same,  ....  3000 

Same,  -  -  -  .190 

Hospitaskey,  ...  995 

Mico  Hadjo,     ....         895 
Octahamico,  ...  5QQ 

Tustenuggee  Mico,       ...         200 
Powis  Fixico,        ...  200 

Shome  Hadjo,  -  -  -         250 

Opis  Hadjo,  ...  250 

Fus  Eur  Ha,     .  -  -  .  250 

Fus  Aadjo,  ...  250 

Eight  others,  in  all,       -  -  .880 

Nine  hundred  and  forty  common  Indians — men, 
women  and  children,  also  came  in  for  money;  and 
the  general  sum  paid  to  these  is  $30  each;  a  few  are 
set  down  at  J5,  which  were  probably  children.  The 
result  of  the  whole  is,  that  nearly  $115,000,  in  addi. 
tion  to  the  expenditures  for  troops,  has  been  expend- 
ed in  direct  applications  of  money  to  the  Florida 
Indians. 

Late  Florida  Indian  News. 

Tallahassee,  July  14. 
We  learn  by  a  well  informed  gentleman,  recently 
from  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar  Keys,  that  there  were 
one  hundred  and  four  Indians  with  Halleck  Tuste- 
nuggee, at  the  latter  place,  on  board  the  steamer 
Colonel  Harney,  and  who  were  to  have  started  for 
the  westward  on  the  18th  inst. 

An  Indian  ruuner  had  lately  come  in  at  the  postal 
Tampa,  from  the  bands  of  Sam  Jones  and  the  Pro- 
phet, on  Indian  river,  who  states  that  it  is  the  desire 
of  these  chiefs  to  have  peace;  that  they  have  for  a 
long  time  abstained  from  all  acts  of  hostility;  and 
that  they  will,  in  the  fall,  come  in  and  emigrate.  In 
the  mean  time,  they  request  to  be  left  unmolested. 
Col.  Worth,  we  understand,  has  assigned  them  a  re- 
gion of  country  south  and  east  of  the  Okechobee, 
where  they  arc  to  remain  for  the  present.  The  bands 
consist,  according  to  accredited  accounts,  of  about 
thirty  warriors.  Col.  Worth  is  of  opinion  that  the 
only  bands  from  which  any  further  danger  need  be 
apprehended  are  those  on  the  Luconner.  Strong 
hopes  are  also  entertained  that  these  may  be  induc- 
ed to  emigrate.  [Star. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  gener.il  naval  colrt  martial,  assembled 
onboard  the  North  Carolina,  in  New  York  harbor, 
on  the  25th  inst..  Commodore  Barron  having  declined 
to  serve  in  the  court.  Com.  Cassin  fills  his  place. 
The  following  officers  constitute  the  court: 
Commodore    CHARLES    STEWART,  president. 

MEMBERS. 

Commodore  Jacob  Jomes,  Com.  James  Biddle 

•'  Chas.  G.  Ridgeley,     "      Jno.  Downes, 

"  Stepen  Cassin,  "      Geo.  C.  Read, 

"  Wm.  C.  Bolton,        "     Dan'l.  Turner. 

Commader  Josiah  Tatnall,  Com'rR-  J.Cunningham. 

Lisut.  James  T.  Gorry,  Lieut.  Sa-:r,'l  F.  Dupont. 
Judge  advocate— -Charlcb  H- Winder. 
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The  New  York  Herald  says:  "There  are  Menty- 
three  persons  to  be  tried  for  various  misdeeds  by  tliis 
tribunal.  Among  the  charges  preferred  will  be 
found  the  loss  of  the  Peacock,  belonging  to  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  besides  many  other  for  disobedi- 
ence of  orders,  drunkenness,  desertion,  violent  and 
disorderly  conduct,  writing  improper  letters  from  fo- 
reign stations,  leaving  those  stations  and  returning 
home  without  orders  or  sufficient  cause,  with  others, 
too  numerous  to  mention. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  this  day  were  con- 
fined to  its  organization;  to-morrow  morning  they 
■will  probably  commence  with  the  trial  of  passed 
midshipman  William  May  of  the  exploring  squadron. 

There  are  charges  also  preferred  against  lieut. 
Chas.  Wilkes,  lieut.  Robert  E.  Johnson,  lieut.  R.  F. 
Pinkney,  assistant  surgeon  C.  F.  B.  Gillou,  and 
chaplain  .Tared  L.  Elliot,  of  the  expedition. 

Among  the  others  who  are  to  be  subjected  to  the 
enquiry  of  this  tribunal,  will  be  found  commander 
C.  L.  Williamson,  lieutenants  James  Noble,  R.  G. 
Cogdell,  N.  G.  Bay,  and  four  midshipmen  of  the 
sloop  Warren;  commander  Wm.  J.  Belt  and  lieuten- 
ants Wm.  Pearson  and  George  H.  Prentiss,  of  the 
sloop  Marion;  lieut.  John  T.  McLaughlin,  late  com- 
mander of  the  Florida  squadron  co-operating  with 
the  land  forces;  Commodore  Ballard,  capt.  Dallas, 
and  others. 


STATES  OP    THE    UNION. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
The  Legislature  agreed  to  adjourn  sine  die  on  the 
36lh  inst. 

We  sincerely  regret  to  say,  that  they  adjourn  with- 
out having  adopted  any  plan  for  redeeming  or  provid- 
ing to  sustain  the  state  credit. 

Various  projects  reported  with  a  view  of  meeting 
the  exi'^ency,  have  been  debated,  but  no  one  of  them 
could  muster  sufficient  numbers  to  insure  their  adop- 
tion. The  interest  of  the  state  debt  now  payable  a 
few  days,  will  be  unpaid. 

The  Apportionment  bill  after  having  its  provi- 
sions disputed  between  the  two  houses  for  some  time, 
was  at  length  airanged  by  a  committee  of  compro- 
mise, and  agreed  to  in  the  house  by  a  vote  of  48  to  39, 
and  in  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  22  to  11. 

The  following  are  the  arrangements  of  the  district 
under  the  law: 

I.— rSouthwark,    Moyamensing,    Passy- 
unk,  Kingsessing,  Blockley,  West  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  Philadelphia  county.        51,268 
Cedar  Ward,  Philadelphia  city,  11,932 

63,200 

II. — City  of  Philadelphia,  except  Cedar,  North 

Mulberry,  and  Upper  Delaware  Wards,        67,377 
in. — North  Mulberry  and  Upper  Dela- 
ware wards,  Philadelphia  city,  14,365 
Northern  Liberties  and  Kensington,  in 
Philadelphia  county,  56,783 

71,144 

IV. — Spring  Garden,  North  and  South  Penn 
Township,  Roxborough,  Germantown,  Bris- 
tol, Unincorporated  Northern  Liberties,  Ox- 
ford, Lower  Dublin,  Byberry  and  Moreland, 
in  Philadelphia  county,  56,316 

V. — Chester  county,  57,515 

Delaware  county,  19,791 

77,306 

VI.— Berks,  63,569 

Lehigh,  25,787 

90,356 

VII.— Montgomery,  47,941 

Bucks,  48,107 

95,338 

VIII.— Lancaster  county,  except  Rapho,  War- 
wick, West  Cocalico  and  West  Donegal 
townships,  73,182 

IX.— Dauphin,  30,118 

Lebanon,  21,872 

The  above  four  townships  of  liancas 


XIV.— York, 

Adams, 

XV.— Cumberland, 
Franklin, 
Perry, 

XVI. — Huntington, 
Juniata, 
LTnion, 
Mifflin, 

XVII.— Bedford, 
Somerset, 
Cambria, 
Indiana, 

XVIII.— Fayette, 
Greene, 

XIX.— Westmoreland, 
Armstrong, 

XX.— Clarion, 
Jefferson, 
Clearfield, 
Centre, 
Clintop, 
McKean, 

XXI.— Washington, 
Beaver, 

XXII.— Alleghenv, 
XXIII.— Butler, 

Mercer, 

Venango, 

XXIV.— Erie, 
Crawford, 
Warren, 


ter  county, 

X. — Northampton, 
Monroe, 
Wayne, 
Pike, 

XI.— Schuylkill, 
Northumberland, 
Columbia, 

XII.— Luzerne  and  Wyoming, 
Susquehanna, 

XIII.— Lycoming, 
Potter, 
Bradford, 
Tioga, 


11,021 


63,011 


74,287 


-69,250 


72,346 

An  act  to  stay  executions,  has  become  a  law. 
It  provides  in  cases  of  execution,  for  an  assessment 
of  the  property,  and  if  it  does  not  sell  for  two-thirds 
of  the  valuation,  the  creditor  is  entitled  to  a  stay  for 
twelve  months  on  giving  security  to  double  the  value 
of  the  property,  for  its  delivery;  but  the  creditor  may 
repeat  the  attempt  to  sell,  and  sell  for  two-thirds  of 
the  valuation,  at  any  time  within  the  year. 

The  legislature  adjourned  without  having  received 
any  announcement  from  Governor  Porter  whether 
he  would  sign  or  veto  the  apportionment  bill 

Ways  and  Means  The  two  houses  ultimately 
agreed  to  a  bill,  laying  an  additional  tax  of  one  mill 
on  the  dollar  on  all  real  and  personal  property,  in- 
cluding stocks  bonds,  &c.  for  the  support  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  and  also  authorising  the  governor  to  re- 
ceive proposals  for  the  sale  of  the  public  improve- 
ments of  the  state.  The  bill  pasfted  the  senate,  ayes 
18,  nays  15;  and  the  house,  ayes  42,  nays  36. 

VIRGINIA. 

Statistics  of  coal  and  iron.  The  necessity  of  a 
protective  tariff  has  for  some  time  past  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  south.  Views  formerly  maintained, 
have  been  abandoned  as  impracticable  theories,  and 
a  judicious  scale  of  duties  for  the  protection  of  ar- 
ticles of  American  growth  or  manufacture,  is  now 
warmly  advocated.  This  is  especially  the  case  in 
Virginia,  whose  mines  of  coal  and  iron,  (second  only 
in  extent  and  production  to  those  of  Pennsylvania) 
demand  a  tariff  which  will  at  least  bring  these  staples 
in  direct  competition  with  the  foreign  articles. 
Several  memorials  upon  this  subject,  have  been  for- 
warded to  congress  from  various  parts  of  the  state 
from  one  of  which  we  extracted  sometime  since  a 
table  showing  the  amount  of  coal  produced  in  Vir- 
ginia since  1320.  Recently  a  memorial  was  forward- 
ed to  congress  by  the  citizens  of  Richmond  general 
ly,  in  which  are  embodied  some  statistics  relative  to 
the  manufactures  of  that  city,  and  the  Virginia  iron 
trade 

Iron.  There  are  in  Richmond,  two  rolling  mills — 
one  nail  factory — three  extensive  iron  foundries- 
two  screw  and  axe  foundries — three  extensive  es- 
tablishments for  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  im- 
plements. Capital  invested,  $500,000.  Men  employ 
cd,  325,  many  of  them  with  families.  Value  of  coal 
used,  950,000,  and  iron  §200,000 — producing  iron 
fabrics  alone  to  the  value  of  J700,000. 

Colton.  There  are  three  cotton  factories,  having 
14,300  spindles  263  looms,  and  employing  610  hands. 
They  consume  $163,000  worth  of  raw  material,  and 
turn  out  §378,000  in  cotton  fabrics.  Capital  invested 
#477,500. 

Recajfnhdation.      Total   amount   invested    in   iron 


53 

26,500 

$795,000 

200 

35 

12,600 

$1,134,000 

2,520 


$403,000.    Value  of  manufactures,  §1,078,000  per 
annum. 

No.  of  blast  furnaces  in  Virginia, 

Tons  of  pig  iron  produced. 

Value  of  prg  iron  at  market, 

No.  of  hands  employed. 

No.  of  bloomeries,  forges  and  rolling 
mills. 

Tons  of  bar  iron  produced. 

Value  at  market. 

Persons  employed, 

Aggregate  value  of  agricultural  and 
other  domestic  productions  consum- 
ed 

Castings  produced  tons. 

Value  of  castings. 
Do.  pig  iron. 
Do.        bar  iron, 

Manufactures  of  malleable  iron  other 
than  bar  iron, 

Total, 
[Phitadelplda  Caimiiercial  List. 
The  freshet.  The  Virginia  papers  are  filled  with 
accounts  of  the  damage  done  by  the  freshet  of  the 
12th  to  the  16th  instant.  Immense  quantities  of  grain 
have  been  swept  away  by  it,  especially  from  tliB 
borders  of  James  river.  The  damage  to  the  canal 
is  estimated  at  $50,000. 

LOUISIANA. 

Election.  The  majority  by  which  Mr.  Mouton, 
the  V.  B.  candidate  has  been  elected  is  not  yet  as- 
certained. 

Legislature.  The  last  New  Orleans  papers  re- 
ceived without  giving  us  the  particulars,  sum  up  the 
result  of  the  election  for  members  of  the  legislature, 
having  heard  from  the  whole  of  the  state,  as  follows:- 

Senate — whig  9,  V.  B.  8. 

Assembly — whigs  34,  V^.  B.  26. 

Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot  9. 

A  senator  of  the  U.  States  is  to  be  elected  at  their  i 
ensuing  session. 

Congressmen.  Finding  that  the  election  of  repre 
sentatives  to  congress  was  progressing  at  the  election 
of  the  4th  inst.  we  concluded  that  some  pruvision  had  i 
been  made  at  the  last  session  to  meet  the  require-  - 
ments  of  the  apportionment  under  the  new  census. — 
In  that  we  were  mistaken.  The  election  had  been  i 
held  under  the  provisions  of  the  old  apportionment  i 
law.  Only  three  representatives  have  been  elected; 
one  a  whig  and  two  Van  Buren  men, — whereas  the 
state  is  entitled  to  fourjreprescntatives'under  the  new 
apportionment  act,  and  the  state  will  require  an  en- 
tire new  arrangement  of  districts.  It  strikes  us  that 
it  would  have  been  belter  not  to  have  opened  a  poll 
for  congressmen  at  the  late  election,  for  it  may  occa- 
sion a  dispute  at  the  organization  of  the  next  con- 
gress when  persons  then  elected  by  the  people  can 
be  subsequently  Itgislaled  out  of  their  seats  by  a  sub- 
sequent state  legislature.  '. 

ILLINOIS.  ■ 

The  Mormons  again.  The  Sangamo  Journal  of 
the  15th,  contains  amongst  many  other  items  in  rela- 
tion to  these  people  a  continuation  of  General  J.  C. 
Bennett's  charges  against  Joseph  Smith,  for  licenti- 
ousness and  rascality,  and  charging  him  distinctly' 
with  having  instigated  and  caused  the  attempted  ns- 
sassination  of  Gov.  Boggs.  Bennett  says  that  the  ■ 
man  who  shot  Gov.  Boggs  is  a  Mormon,  named  ' 
Rockwell,  and  that  he  was  sent  by  Smith  to  do  it. 

The  Kaskaskia  Republican  has  a  long  account  of 
a  murder  committed  on  the  2d  of  June,  upon  John 
Stephenson,  a  Mormon,  and  supposed  to  have  been 
committed  by  two  Mormons  who  had  called  upon 
him  for  contributions  to  build  the  temple  at  Nauvoo 
and  had  been  refused. 

The  Journal  inserts  the  above  and  adds:  "We  have 
late  information  from  Nauvoo.  Joe  Smith  antici- 
pates a  requisition  upon  Gov.  Carlin  from  Gov.  Rey- 
nolds, of  Missouri,  for  his  person,  and  is  determined 
not  to  be  given  up.  He  has  all  the  state  arms,  some 
twenty  or  thirty  cannon — a  large  number  of  muskets,' 
daggei-s,  pistols,  and  cutlasses — all  belonging  to  the 
state,  which  he  is  prepared  to  use  against  the  state 
authorities  if  they  shall  attempt  to  deliver  him  to 
Gov.  Reynolds.  .loe  states  'hat  he  will  not  be  given 
up — and  the  Mormons  say  that  the  Prophet  shall  not 
be  taken  while  any  of  them  are  loft  to  defend  him'." 

Boundary  question.  The  commissioners  to  lo- 
cate the  lands  granted  by  the  United  States  to  Illi- 
nois having  made  the  principal  part  of  their  selec 
tions  north  of  the  line  drawn  due  west  from  Ihr 
southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  claimed  by  Wis- 
konsan  as  her  boundary  by  the  ordinance  of  178';. 
Gov.  Doty,  of  Wibkonsan,  has  sent  a  letter  to  Gov 
Carlin,  notifying  him  to  refrain  from  selecting  puh 


and  cotton  manufacture,  $977,500.    Persons  employ-  j  lie  lands  for  the  use  of  that  slate,  witliin  the  terrilo- 
ed,  935.     Value  of  coal,  iron   and   cotton  material,    ry  claimed  by  Wiskonsan. 
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UNITED  STATES  CENSUS  AND  APPOR 
TIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTATION. 


The  representation  from  the  several  states  in  the 
first  congress  under  tlie  present  constitution  was  pre- 
scribed in  that  instrument,  amounting  in  all  to  sixly- 
five,  and  so  remained  until  the  completion  of  the  first 
census. 

TABLE 
Exh'Mling  the  aggregate  popiUalion  of  the  United  Slates 
as  shmcn  by  each  successive  censxis;  also  the  ratio  of  re- 
presentation adopted,  and  the  aggregate  numier  of  re- 
presentatives. 


Census  of 

Population. 

Ratio. 

Jfo.  of  1 

1790 

3,999,827 

33,000 

105 

1800 

5,305,937 

33,000 

141 

1810 

7,289,314 

35,000 

183 

1820 

9,638,131 

40,000 

212 

1830 

12,856,507 

47,700 

*242 

1840 

17,063,353 

70,6S0t 

223 

The  number  employed  in  exterior  na- 
vigation is  estimated  at  56,000 

The  number  of  officers  and  soldiers  in 
the  army  12,639 


If  will  beohserveJ  ihat  the  aggregate  populaiioii,  given 
above,  is  not  the  number  into  which  ihe  ratio  is  divided. 
/(  IS  info  a/ederal  number,  found  "by  adding  to  ihe  whuie 
number  o(  free  persons,  includine  ihoso  hound  to  service 
for  a  Icrni  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  ta.\ed,  three- 
ffths  of  all  olher  persons.'* 

The  following  table  will  exhibit  at  one  view  the 
actual  population,  and  ibo  federal  number,  of  each  state 
— the  number  of  representatives  to  which  each  state 
is  in  the  present,  (27th),  congress  entitled  under  the 
census  of  1830,  and  the  nuinber  to  which  they  will 
be  entitled  in  the  next,  (23th),  congress,  with  the 
fraction  left  in  each  state  by  dividing  the  federal 
number  by  the  ratio  adopted. 

TABLE 
Sltowing  the  population,  federal  number,  representation 

andfractions  unrepresented,  in  eath  stale  and  territory. 
1830  1340 


Stales. 
Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 
Mas.'iachuseiis, 
Rhode  Lland, 
Connc-Cticul, 
Veruiont, 
New  Vork, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Marjrl.ind, 
Vitiiinia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Ohio, 
Indiana, 
Illinois, 
Missouri, 
Arkansas, 
Michigan, 
FL.rida, 
Wiskonsun, 
low; 


Pnpnln. 
501,793 
214,574 
737,693 
lUH.SSO 
3(19,9  iS 
291,948 
2,4-28,921 
373,30lj 


Fed.  No.    Rep.  Rep.  Frac. 


5111,793 
2S4,573 
737,6J9 
104  827 
31)9,968 
291.918 
2,424,919 
373,036 


40 


7,033 
4  1,854 
10  3U,M99 
2+  34,148 
4  'i7,218 
4  9,2^8 
34  25,799 
J9,63i; 


1,724,033     1,724,0U7    28    21    27,637 


,085 
470,019 
1,239,797 
753.419 
5'.I4.39:4 
691,392 
59(1  756 
375.651 
352,411 
829,210 
779  H2S 
1,519,467 
635,866 
476,183 
383,702 
97.574 
212,267 
54,477 
30,945 
43,112 


7,043 

434,124 
1,060,202 

655,092 

463,5.43 

579,(115 

489,343 

297  567 

285,030 

755,936 

706.9i5 
1,519,465     19     21     35  185 


9  18,972 
7t  39,503 
S  13,571 
7t  65,263 
4  14  847 
4  2,310 
lit  49,186 


Dis'ct  of  Columbia,    43,712 


685,865 
476,050 
360,406 
89,6(10 
212,267 
44,190 
30,941 
43  106 
41,834 


10+  49,745 
7t  51,970 
5  7,006 
1  18,920 
3         227 


107,739 
Of  this  number  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  largely 
over  half,  have  not  beeti  enumerated  in  the  census; 
and  consequently   had   all  been  included,  the  aggre- 
gate population  would  have  been  over  17,100,000. 

Assuming  17,100,000  as  the  total  population  of  the 
United  States  on  the  1st  June  1840,  and  the  average  an  - 
nual  increase  having  been  ascertained  to  be  three  and 
one-third  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  populatioti  on  the 
1st  June  1842  would  amount  to  18,126,000 
In  1850  to  22,800,000 

1860  to  29,500,000 

1870  to  34,200,000 

being  double  the  population  of  1840.  In  the  year 
1900,  if  we  continue  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio  till 
that  time,  our  population  will  amount  to  68,400,000. 

SECTIONAL    VIEWS. 

Having  above  given  a  general  view  of  the  represen- 
tation in  the  next,  compared  with  that  of  the  present 
congress,  it  is  interesting  to  examine  the  change  more 
in  detail,  and  observe  how  it  will  affect  the  relative 
sections  of  the  union. 

FIRST    VIEW SECTIONS. 

NORTHERN   STATES. 

Tt       7  /■  Federal  Rep.  Rep.     j-. 

Population.  ,„„„,,<^.  H30.134D.    '^'^'"'■ 

Maine,  501.793  501,793      8       7        7,033 

Npw  Hampshire,     284,.174  244.573      5      4        1,8.)4 

Massachusetts,         737,699  737,699     12     10      30.499 

Rhode  Inland,  104,430  108  827      2      2t    34,144 

Connecticut,  3n'.),974  309,968      6      4      27,218 

Vermont,  291,913  291,918      5      4        9,2i3 

2,234,822  2,234  808    38    31      114,410 
Difference  between  the  popula- )    .> 
lion  and  federal  number  }       ' 

Loss  of  representatives,  7 

One  t,  equivalent  to  70,6?0 

Fraction  unrepresented  43,730 


MIDDLE   STATES. 

2,424,921    2,423,919  40  34 

373,306      373,036  6  5 

1,724,033    1,724.007  2j  24 

78,085        77,013  1  1 

470,019      434,123  8  6 


New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 


5,074,364  5,037,128    83 
Difference,  37,236 

Loss  of  representatives. 

Fraction  unrepresented 

SOUTHERN   STATE". 

,239,797  1.060.202  21 

753,419  655  092  13 

591,393  463,583  9 

691,392  579,015  9 


70 


89,529 


18,972 
39,503 
13,574 


17,063  353  16,063,404  242  223 

Each  of  the  fractions  marked  with  a  t,  are  entitled 
to  one  representative. 

The  aggregate  of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  census  of  1840,  is  2,487,455.  Deduct 
two-fifths  of  that  number,  994,982,  and  wc  have 
16,068,371,  as  the  exact  federal  number,  which  cor- 
responds within  a  fraction  of  33,  with  the  result  as 
found  in  the  above  distribution. 

The  official  census  return  as  given  above,  shows 
the  population  of  the  union  the  1st  of  June,  1840,  to 
be  17,063,353.  A  large  portion  of  the  seamen  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  those  employed  in  the  interior  and  coasting  trade, 
having  no  permanent  domicile,  are  not  enumerated  in 
the  census — neither  are  the  seamen  that  are  employ- 
ed in  the  United  States  service,  or  many  of  the  sol- 
diers enlisted  in  the  army,  enumerated. 

The  number  of  seamen  employed  in  the  United 
States  service  June  1,  1840  was  6,100 

The  number  of  American  seamen  em- 
ployed in  the  interior  navigation  and  coast- 
ing trade,  is  estimated  at  33,000 


*lncluditii;  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  admitted  into  the 
union  in  1836. 

iAnd  one  additional  itiejnber  for  each  fraction  over  a 
moiety  of  that  number, — by  which  rule  the  states  of  Rhoije 
Island,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Tennessee,  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  are  each  entitled  to  an  additional  representa- 
tive, and  are  so  included  in  the  column  of  representatives. 


Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


3,279,006    2,757,892    52    39      72  051 
Difference,  521,114 

L''Ss  of  representatives  13 

One  +,  equivalent  to  70,630 


Fraction  unrepresented 


1,371 


SOUTH    WESTERN   STATES. 


Alabama,        590,756        439,343  5  7  +65,263 

Miasissippi,     375,651        297,567  2  4  11,347 

Louisiana,        3.52,411        285,030  3  4  2.31(1 

Arkansas,         97,574          89,600  1  I  13,920 

Tennessee,      829,210        755,936  13  II  +49,186 

Kentucky,       779,S>8        706.925  13  10  125 

Missouri,         333,'702        360,406  2  5  7,(i06 

3,409,132    2,934.857  39  42  157,6.'i7 
Difference,                      414,275 

Gain  of  representatives  3 

Two  inrmbeis +,  equivalent  to  .  .        .     141,360 

Fraction  unrepresented.  .  .  16,297 

NORTH   WESTERN   STATES. 

Ohio,              1,519,467     1.519.465  19  21  3.5,185 

Indiana,           635,366        635,865  7  10  +49,745 

Illinois,             476,133       476,050  3  7  +51,970 

Michigan,        212,267       212,267  1  3  227 

137,127 


The  south  western  states  gain  3    "  ••        •       4.2 

The  north  western  states  gain  11     "  "  41 

Western  states  total  gain  14         and  have         83 

SECOND    VIEW— DIVIDING    EAST    AND    WEST    BY    THE    ALLE- 
GANEYS. 

The  number  of  representatives 

ATLANTIC  STATES — Under  the  census  of 

1830.  '1840. 

From  the  north  Adantic  states   38  31 

"     middle  Atlantic  states    83  70 

"    south  Atlantic  states      52  39 

Total  Atlantic  states                 173        140 

WESTERN    STATES. 

I* rom  the  south  western  States    39  42 

From  the  north  western  slates   30  41 

Total  western  states  —         69         —       83 

Atlantic  majority  census  18.30  104 

.Vilantic  mnjority  census  1340  57 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen,  that  whilst  by  the  new 
census,  the  Atlantic  stales  lose  33  representatives— he- 
iiis;  reduced  from  173  to  140,  the  western  states — gain 
14.  being  increased  from  69  to  88  representatives,  show- 
ing a  diffcrciK-e  of  representation  between  the  census  of 
1830  and  1840,  in  favor  of  the  western  states  of  4. 

TliIRD   VIEW — DIVIDING   NORTH   AND  SOtJTH. 

By  dividing  the  union  north  and  south,  hy  the  Ohio 
river,  and  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line,  v\e  have  the  fol 
lowing  results: 


NORTHERN    STATES. 


New  York, 

Pennsylvania, 

Ohio, 

Massachusetts, 

.Maine, 

Indiana, 

New  Jersey, 

Connecticut, 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Illinois, 

Michigan, 

Rhode  Island, 

Northern  states, 


Ratio.  Ratio. 

1830  1840 

40  34 

-  28  24 
19  21 

-  12  10 

8  7 

-  7  10 
6  5 

-  6  4 


5  4 

3  7 

1  3 

2  2 

42  135 


SOUTHERN  STATES. 


2,893,783    2,893,647      30    41 
Difference,  437 

Gain  of  representatives  11 

Two  members  +  equivalent  to       .        .        .    141,360 

Over-represented  by  f'aciion  of     .  .  4,233 

RECAPITULATION. 

The  north  Atlantic  stales  lofe     7  reps,  and  have         31 
The  mid.  Atlantic  slates  lose     13    "  "  70  I 

The  south        "  "  13    "  "  39 

The  Atlantic  states  total  loss     33  reps,  and  have      140  j 


Ratio.  Ratio. 

1830.  1840. 

Virginia, 21  15 

North  Carolina,         ...  13  9 

Tennessee,    -----  13  11 

Kentucky,          .        .        -        .  13  jo 

Georgia,        -----         9  8 

South  Carolina,          ...             9  7 

Maryland, 8  6 

Alabama,           -        -        -        .             3  4 

Mississippi,  ----_-         5  7 

Louisiana,             -        -        -        -         3  3 

Missouri,            -        .        .        .             2  5 

Arkansas,     -----          1  j 

Delaware,          .        .        -        .             j  j 

Total 100  88 

RECAPITULATION. 

Representation  under  censnn  of 
1330  1840. 

Northern  states  142  J35 

Southern  states,  (in-  1 
eluding  Maryland  >  100  88 

and  Delaware),      ) 

Northern  maj.  1830        42    Do.  1840  47 

Difference  in  representation  between  the  census  of 
1830  and  1840,  in  favor  of  the  northern  slates  5. 

The  operation  of  assuming  the  federal  number,  as  the 
constiluli'ui  requires,  instead  of  the  actual  population,  as 
the  sum  into  which  the  quota  of  representation  is  divid- 
ed, in  the  present  instance,  is  10  leave  991,932  of  the  ag- 
gregate population  unrepresented — equivalent  to  14  repre 
seniatioes — the  whole  ot  which  loss  falls  upon  the  south- 
ern section — for  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  northern 
section  does  not  amount  to  a  f»urth  of  the  fraciion  still 
left  beyond  the  14.  To  this  result  (he  northern  people 
reply,  (hat  by  this  arrangement  the  southern  stales  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  twenty  one  more  representatives  than 
they  would  be  entiiied  to,  if  the /rce  population  only, 
throughout  the  Union,  were  represented.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  federal  numier  was  a  compromise  of  this 
difficulty  when  the  constitution  was  framed. 

Neither  of  the  Teriiiories  have  sufficient  populati»o'.td' 
entitle  them  to  admission  as  Stales  into  the  Union.'  T(ie 
constitution  requires  that  before  admission  they  milBt* 
have  at  least  a  sufficient  population  toeiitilie'lhem  to  one 
representative.  Florida,  the  most  populous-terl'itorv.  has 
but  a  federal  number  of  44,190— litde  ovir  half  the  ratio. 
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NEW  \ORK  INTERESTS,  AS  afffxted  by  the 

TWEVTV    PER    CENT.    AD    VALOREM  DUTIES.       We  hear 

authentically,  that  one  half  of  the  salt-works  at  Sj- 
ra  •  ,e  have  been  stopped,  owing  to  the  introduction 
into  our  state,  by  the  way  of  Canada,  of  Turk's  Is- 
land, and  other  foreign  salts,  which,  at  20  per  cent. 
ml  i-alorem,  instead  of  10  cents  per  bushel,  the  form- 
er rtutv,  do  not  pay  much  over  4  cents  per  bushel, 
'^his  stalp  '"Vies  a  duty  of  6  cents  upon  every  bush- 
el manufactured,  and  the  quality  of  the  Onondaga 
«alt  is  better  than  that  of  other  American  salts. 

Affain,  we  Ictvp,  that  all  the  factories  (cotton  and 
woof)  in'One-'ia  county  have   stopped— another  re- 
sult of  the  30ui  June  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duties. 
[J^.  Y.  A^ner.  22il. 

BU^fKER  HILL  MONUMENT.  The  top  stone. 
rable  inteTesthas   been  manifested,  and  ma- 


Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  Creek,  will  be  complet-  I  and  were  attended  by  the  committee,  with  congratu- 
ed  by  the  first  November.  This  will  be  an  impor-  lations  on  their  honoring  us  with  their  company.— 
tant  consummation.  At  the  end  of  the  road  there  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Charleston,  the  commis- 
will  be  a  fine  harbor,  the  navigation  to  which  is  easy  sioiiers  of  Cross  Roa.^-i  of  Charleston  Neck,  the  prosi- 
and  free  from  the  objections  of  Potomac  Creek,  the  |  dent  and  directoi-s  of  the  rail  road  companies,  and  the 


water  of  which  has  been  frequently  blown  out  to  so 
low  a  stage  that  the  steamer  could  not  be  floated. — 
Above  all  the  gains  will  be  the  avoiding  of  the  never 
too-murh-abuscd  "nine  miles"  of  stage  travcj.  Praise 
is  due  the  company  for  the  noble  spirit  with  which 
they  have  struggled  to  accomplish  this  i.iipor'ant  oh- 
iect.  Truly  does  the  report  say,  that  "chrn  this  ob- 
ject shall  have  been  effected,"  the  travel  between 
Washington  and  Richmond  will,  it  is  believed,  be  as 
well  accommodated  as  .n  any  ri'ute  in  ihe  union  of 
the  same  extent,  and  if  the  companies  south  of  this, 
on  the  great  line  of  communication  between  the  north 
and  south  will  only  make  but  moderate  exertions  in 
comparison  with  those  which  have  been  made  by  this 
company  for  the  proper  accommodation  of  the  tra- 
vel, there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  increasing 


Considerable  intel-est  has  Been  mannesieu,  -'"""'<'-  ^3,;,,  ,„„^[,  ^^^^  j-.^n  correspondent  with  the  increas-  take  of  the  rclVeshm 
ny  questions  asked,  with  respect  1°  ''?\P^"'^J  ■^l" ,  cd  expenditure  and  eflort  which  may  be  incu/=-ed  for  Iment,  consis''  g  of  a 
placing   the  lop  stone  on  Bunker  Hill  Monument.    „,g  ^j^*".     („  his  address  with  a  w 

The  bfock  is  four  feet  and  nine  inches   sqi-- ■>'"■»    me  ou|ecu  .    ^ 

base,  while  the  four  sides  will  be  hamn 
the  apex,  to  an  edge,  forming  a  flattened 
constitutes  of  Uself  the  apes  of  the  mom 


citizens  of  Charleston  generally,  were  ti.e.i  escorted 
to  the  depot,  by  the  committee.  Thehon.  Intendant 
of  Columbia  and  the  municipal  wardens  were  rea- 
dy to  receive  them,  and  after  mutual  and  cordial  sa 
lutation,  the  Intendant  came  forward  and  addressed 
the  president  of  the  Louisville  Cincinnati  and  Char- 
leston rail  road  company,  in  an  eloquent,  feeling,  and 
impressive  speech,  congratulating  the  company  on 
the  successful  termination  of  their  labors — doing 
justice  to  the  e.sfirient  zeal  and  eflbrts  of  the  officers 
past  and  present,  and  paying  a  warm  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  "f  tliose  lamented  citizens 
whose  names  are  identified  with  the  cause  of  rail 
roads  in  South  Carolina.  Having,  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens  of  Culumbia,  extended  to  our  guests  the  most 
sincere  and  hearty  welcome,  and  invited  them  to  par- 
take of  the  refreshments  provided  for  their  entertain- 
of  a  BARBAf-rF.,  '.he  Ir.'.-ndant  closed 
ll-meiit-d  tribute  to  the  indivi- 
dual exertions  of  the  efficient  and  worthy  president 
of  the  company. 

Col.  Gadsden  responded  in  an  appropriate  and  for- 
cible manner,  as  to  his  course  of  conduct  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  concerns  of  the  company — exhibited 
their  claims  to  the  public  confidence — the  advanta- 
ges of  South  Carolina  rail  roads  to  our  state,  our 
people,  and  the  travelling  community  in  general — 
and  made  his  acknowledgments,  in  the  name  of  the 
company,  for  the  cordial  reception  which  they  expe- 
rienced from  Columbia. 

The  addresses  being  over,  the  committee  attended 
our  distinguished  guests,  followed  by  the  citizens,  to 
the  festive  board,  where  we  are  pleased  to  say  they 
expressed  a  most  lively  satisfaction  at  their  enter- 
tainment. The  volunteer  companies  received  and 
escorted  to  the  tabic  the  patriot  French  Artillery 
and  Light  Infantry,  where  a  temperate  and  earnest 
discussion  took  place  of  Congaree  mutton,  Berk- 
shire pigs,  and  Durham  veal.  A  variety  of  wines 
and  liquors  were  spread  upon  the  board,  including 
the  native  juice  of  the  grape  of  our  fellow  citizen 
James  S.  Guignard,  esq.  After  handsome  acknow- 
ledgements from  the  mayor  of  Charleston,  and  in- 
tendent  of  Columbia,  of  respective  compliments  to 
the  corporations  over  which  they  preside,  a  number 
of  toasts  were  offered,  of  which  we  have  collected 
those  here  published.  At  an  early  hour  the  festivi- 
ties of  the  occasion  were  closed,  and  no  accident,  nor 
w' i"r"|-  '  ntnearlvSO  miles  Another  mountain  "^'''') ''PP''<=*'''<^  •■"  the  extinguishment  of  the  float- ;  tbe  slightest  unpleasant  occurrence,  took  place  to 
the  nameof  which  we  do  not  know,  is  also  to  be  ;  i^'S'^^'''''"h'ch  will  be  due  for  the  construction  ofthe  |  niar  the  pleasures  of  the  company.  In  the  evening 
seen.'  [TJie  Mi^-om.      '    "'"  -u. ,,.......„   .  ..,......._  u  ._.. 


Placing     mc     '^■i'    .J^"""    "•-    ; 7-'  , 

The  block  is  four  feet  and  nine  inches  square  at  the 
base  while  the  four  sides  will  be  hammered  from 
'  ,       J- :.._  _  a„** (]    cone.     It 

constitutes  of  Usell  the  apex  01  me  monument,  and 
it  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  il  would  be  a  very 
difiScu't   matter  to  place  it  in  its   intended  position. 
But  the  difficulties  are   easily   obviated  by  the  ar- 
rangement proposed  by  Mr.   Savage.     For  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  the  stone  (as  the  derrick  at  present 
used  must  come  down),  a  pair  of  shears  will  be  rais- 
ed directly  over  the  monument,  one  leg  on  each  side, 
resting  upon  timbers  projecting  from  the  openings. 
The  shears  will  be  sloped  towards  the  city,  and  the 
block  will  be   raised  on  the  front   side  of  the  monu- 
ment.    The   difficulty  of  attaching   the   fall  to   the 
block   (as  no  holes  can  be  drilled  into  it,  as  m  the 
other  blocks),  will   be   obviated  by  leaving  projec- 
tiors  -n  two  sides  of  its  surface— like  ears  to  which 
the  rope  will   be  fastened.     These  will  be  hewn  off, 
after  the  stone  has  been  placed  in  its  position. 
Dimensions  of  the  top  stone. 
Square  at  the  base,  4  feet  9  inches. 
Thickness  through  the  centre,  3ft.  6, 
Weight  of  the  block,  about  2^  tons. 
It  is  believed  that  the   following  mountains   may 
be  seen   in   clear   weather   from  the  top  of  Bunker 


pleasing  evidence  of  the  credit  of  the  compa- 
ny the  report  states  that  so  far  as  funds  have  been 
obtained  in  aid  of  the  receipts  of  the  company  for 
the  construction  of  the  new  road,  they  have  been  had 
alpnr  on  bonds  bearing  6  per.  ct.  interest,  with  the 
privilege  of  conversion  into  city  stock. 

The  to!al  income  of  the  company  from  the  1st  of 
April  1841  to  1st  of  April  1842,  from  all  sources  was 
§171,809  33 
Deduct  current  expenses  for  year  end- 
ing 1st  April,  1842.  95,990  54 


Nett  income  after  payment  of  expenses    «,75,818  79 
Interest    paid    during  year    ending    1st 
April,  1843,  including  amount  of  inte- 
rest paid  on  bonds  for  the  Potomac  ex- 
tension 24,922  11 

Nett  income  after  payment  of  current 

expenses  and  interest,  $iO,896  67 

From  which,  says  the  report,  "it  will  be  seen  that 
the  nett  income  of  the  company  during  the  past  year, 
would  have  been  equal,  after  the  payment  of  all  ex- 
pense and  interest,  (including  that  paid  on  bonds  is- 
ued  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  between  Frede- 
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j  Potomac  extension,  this  last  will  be  speedily  extin- 
I  guished,  and  the  board  can  scarcely  doubt  that  the 
;  company  may  then  pay  regularly  to  the  stockholders 
'  dividends  of  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent,  reserving  an 


any  social  private  parties  were  given,  which  con- 
tributed much  to  extend  our  acquaintance  with  our 
visiters.  The  number  of  persons  present  on  this  oc- 
casion, is  estimated  at  between  4,000  and  5,000. 

From  a  number  of  toasts  given  we  select  the  fol- 
lowing: 

From  the  committee  or  arrangements.     By  the 


Bavin"  devoted  some  columns  of  a  late  number   adequate  contingent  fund  for  unforeseen  or  unusual 
nf  our  Register  to  a  notice  of  the  progress  of  rail :  demands." 

°        continent  of  Europe,  it  will  be  worth  !      Messrs.  Loftin  N.  Ellett,  and  Thomas  H.  Ellis,  on 
■while  to  cast  our  eyes  for  a  few   moments  upon  the  ' 'he  part  of  the   committee    of  examination,    report    hon.  Wm.  M.  Mvers.      The  completion  of  iht  railroad 
nroercss  of  some  lew  of  the  many   of  our  own   rail]  most  favorably  of  the  condition  of  the  road  and  its    („    Columbia:  The  struggle  is  now  over,  and  the  tri- 
roads  of  which  even   the   discouraging  condition  of  management,  and  also  of  the  vigor  with  which  the   umphant  consumraatJon  of  this  important  object,  in 
our  finances  have  not  yet  entirely  arrested  the  pro- 1  "last    link"    is  progressing  to   completion,   of    the    the   midst  of  the   most    disastrous    financial    crisis 


roads  upon  the  co 
while  to  cast  our 
progress  of  some 

disastrous  financial 
I  faithfulness  with  which  the  work  is  performed,  and  :  ,Yi,ich  the  last  half  century  has  witnessed,  wholly 
""^The  South  Carolina  section  of  the  great  rail  road  |  the  good  quality  of  the  materials  used  in  its  construe-  i  „naided  from  abroad,  reflects  the  highest  honor  on 
intended  to  connect  Charleston  with  the  great  wes-!t'cn-  jail  concerned  in  its  construction,  and  vindicates  the 

tern  stale*  and  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  is  now       South  Carolina  has  active  rivals  in  the  field  for  the  •  character  of  our  people  for  enterprise  and  perseve- 
=s    neralion  With  two  heads,  one  at  Columbia  and  ;  attainment  of  this  golden  prize:  ranee. 

Iv!  other  at  itlamburg,  resting  on  the  ocean  at  The  slate  of  Georgia  is  building  a  great  rail  road  |  By  Col.  W.  Hampto.n,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
rtf  rleslon  for  adistance  of  205  miles.  A  writer ,  from  the  Tennessee  river  to  Decatur,  one  hundred  tee.  T/ie  rifj  n/  C/inr(es(on:  The  pride  of  our  state. 
•  tlip  Sou(/'i  CtriMinian  says,  "the  gross  income  of;  and  thirty  miles  long.  The  Georgia  rail  road  com-  xiie  efficient  aid  which  she  has  rendered  in  the  pro- 
1?  road  in  thesE  hard  times,  will,  for  the  next  12 1  pany  have  finished  their  road  from  Augusta  to  .Madi-  ijection  and  accomplish:v,ent  of  the  great  lines  ot 
ihs  be  scarcely  less  than  $5tl0,000.  The  ex-  son,  105  miles— 45  miles  interval  from  Madison  to  rail  road  to  Hamburg  and  Columbia,  are  worthy  of 
*""  sps  mav  reach  *30O,O0O.  A  man  may  sleep  and  Decatur;  and  when  this  is  done,  we  can  start  from  ;  her  character  and  position.  May  she  reap  the  rich 
h*^  ^kfasl  in  Columbia,  and  in  ten  hours  after,  if  be   Charleston  or  Columbia,  and  go  in  less  than  48  hours,  !  reward  which  she  so  justly  merits. 

1   \ps'be  on  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  sail-   to  Ross's  Landing  on   the  Tennessee,  more  than  420  1  volunteers. 

P'"^  :V.,„i„„^   f\,p  rnntincnt  nfF.urone.  or  Asia,  or  1  miles.     This  is  One  line  to  the  great  west.     But  Sa-        Bv  the  hon.   mayor  of  Charleston.      The   toicn  of 

aeon  !  Columbia:  This  day  honorably  allied  to  the  house- 
— and  fi-om  Macon  completed  to  Barnesville — leav-  ihold  of  Charleston,  and  now  mutually  identified  with 
ing  some  65  miles  more  to  reach  Decatur.  her  interest,  her  fame,  and  her  prosperity. 

South    Carolina    is    progressing   with   her  rail       By   thehon.   intendant  of  Columbia.       Charleston 
roads.  land  Columbia:  The  metropolis  and  the  capilal:  What 

A  splendid  barbacue  was  given  at  Columbia  on  ]  man  has  magnificently  joined  together,  surely  God 
the  28th  of  June,  (the  anniversary  of  the  repulse  of  |  will  protect  against  the  ravages  of  time,  and  the 
the  British  forces  from  before  Fort  Sullivan,  during 
the  revolutionary  war),  to  welcome  "the  arrival 
of  Charleston  at  Columbia,"  by  the  opening  of  the 
rail  road  between  those  places.  The  account  of  the 
affair  given  in  the  South  Carolinian  states,  that  a 
flag  displayed  upon  discovering  the  train  of  cars  from 
Cliai'leston  with  the  word  "welcome"  inscribed  there- 
on, and  a  solute  from  the  state  artillery,  greeted 
their  arrival.  Upon  landuig  from  the  cars,  the  citi- 
zens of  our  town,  with  the  rifle  corps,  the  dragoons, 
and  the  Charleston  light  infantry,  w^ie  filed  off  to 
receive  our  city  guests.     Three  checii   having  been 


tfnr  England,  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  Asia, or  miles.  This  is  one  line  to  the  great  west.  But  Sa 
Africa  or^iny  part  of  our  own  country  or  the  world.  |  vannah  ba^  also  her  road  completed  almost  to  Macoi 
Or  if  he  chooses  to  go  west,  the  next  dawn  will  find 
him  in  tlie  heart  of  Georgia,  200  miles  from  his 
startin'-  post.  And  in  a  year  or  two  more,  the  en- 
terprise of  our  Georgia  brothers,  will  set  us  down  on 
the  navi  hie  waters  of  the  Tennessee,  in  48  hours 
from  this  point.  When  there,  we  will  be  in  direct 
communication  with  the  great  west,  and  have  open- 
ed to  us  a  commerce  of  inappreciable  richness  and 
ex''  nt  and  a  travel  which  will  pour  gold  like  water 
into  our  ruft'ers.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  by  this 
channel  we  reach  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana, 
Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Arkan.sas,  Missouri,  Kentuc- 
ky illinoisj  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  indeed  the  whole  valley 
ol  ae  glorious  Mississippi!  Who  shall  say  he  can 
compute  the  I  csults? 

RlCHMONll   ^^■n  FREDERICKSBURG  RAIL  ROAD.       The 

Richmond  Compiler  of  Wednesday  has  a  notice  of 
the  recent  annual  report  of  the  directors  of  this  road 
from  which  we  learn  that  the  "last  link,"  between  |  giiren,  to  receive  them,  they  alighted  from  the  cars, 


wars  of  the  elements. 

By  Alderman  Furman.  .i  veto  impulse  to  our  rail 
road  enterprise:  We  shall  not  have  finished  our  work 
till  we  have  reached  Ihe  waters  of  the  Mississippi. 

By  D.  Walker.  The  president  and  directors  of  the 
rail  road,  ami  Ihe  rail  road  itself:  Plenty  of  freight, 
both  animate  and  inanimate,  to  the  cars  of  the  lat- 
ter; and  may  the  former,  for  their  spirited  and  noble 
exertions,  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  cre- 
dit side  of  their  account  counterbalance  that  of  Iho 
debit.  ,  _  „ 

By  Robt.  McKn-.sht,  sr.  Hon.  John  C.  Cal- 
howm:  The  bold  and  consistent  exponent  of  demo- 
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cratic  principles.  His  talents,  zeal,  fidelity,  am]  un- 
wearied industry  in  the  public  service,  command  our 
gratitude  and  admiration.  May  the  brightest  civic 
wreath  be  his,  for  he  has  earned  and  deserves  it. 

By  John  Stubs.  John  C.  C.\i,houn  and  Uis  gold 
mine:  T^e  value  of  tlie  ore  he  has  raised,  is  but  as 
dress,  when  compared  with  the  stores  of  intellectual 
wealth  which  he  freely  opens  to  the  nation. 

By  President  Gadsden.  The  rail  roads  nf  tin:  Ca- 
rolhias  and  Georgia:  The  centre  links  in  the  great 
chain  of  intercommunication  between  the  Atlantic 
and  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

By  Coi.  F.  H.  Elmore.  Wm.  Dearing,  esq.  iind 
the  Georgia  rail  road:  The  enlightened  pioneer  and 
the  true  way  to  the  great  west,  its  countless  people, 
and  vast  currency;  we  bid  him  a  heartfelt  welcome 
her'--  to-day,  and  hail  his  removal  to  Charleston,  and 
making  his  home  among  us,  as  the  highest  evidence 
that  our  enterprises  are  successful,  and  a  rich  har- 
vest ab    Jt  to  reward  our  labors. 

By  Col.  R.  H.  GoorwYN.  Col.  J.is.  G.idsden, 
the  Mim'thy  president  of  the  L.  C.  and  C.  R.  R.  company: 
His  efficient  economy,  and  skilful  linancial  manage- 
ment, in  the  completion  of  the  road,  entitle  him  to 
the  thanks  and  confidence  of  the  stockholders. 

By  Alderman  McNeill.  Tristram  Tcpper.  esq., 
one  of  the  projectors  of  rait  roads  in  SotUk  Carolina: 
He  has  been  their  most  ardent  friend,  and  watchful 
guardian,  to  the  jiresent  time.  The  stockholders 
have  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  able  and  indefatiga- 
ble but  unpretending  officer. 

By  Dr.  R.  W.  Gibbes.  Rail  road  cars:  The  tri- 
umphal cars  of  modern  civilization  and  science. 
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REPORT   OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  commerce  CONTINUED. 

Esnmuling  the  vaiu--  ot  our  coininercial  rehtioiis 
by  the  amount  ol  our  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS, 
we  may  rank  the  several  countries  and  Ihfii  d"pen 
dencies,  with  which  we  trade,  in  the  following  order: 
Russia  Sicily 

Denmark        Portugal 
Sweden  and  Turkey 

Norway 
Chdi 

Venezuela 
Belgium 


Austria 

Texas 

TheCisplatineRep, 

The  Argentine  Rep, 

Peru 


Great  Britain 

France 

Spain 

Mexico 

Brazil 

China 

The  Hanse  Towns  Italy 
The  Netherlands      Hayti 

Estimating  these  several  stales  by  the  amount  ol 
our  NAVIGATION  employed  in  the  tiade  with 
them,  we  should  have  occasion  to  place  them  in  a 
very  ditferent  order,  as  will  tiprealler  be  seen. 

Without  designing  to  enlarge  their  report  by  a  mi- 
nute survey  of  iliis  fitlil  of  commerce,  the  committee 
propose  to  exhibit  a  view  of  the  proportions  in  which 
our  trade  is  distributed  amongst  some  of  the  princi 
pal  countries  enumerated  in  this  list;  and  with  that 
obj-ct  invite  attention  lo  the  following  tabular  state 
ment.  the  purport  of  which  is  lo  show  the  entire  im 
poit  and  exporl  ol  the  United  Slates  at  four  successive 
periods,  beginiung  with  the  year  1825  uhil  ending 
with  Io40;  and  in  connexion  with  this, 
our  iin|iorts  and  eX|)orls  in  the  trade  of  each  of  the 
several  countries  designated  in  the  table,  during  the  I  jij 
same  years.  We  may  determine  liom  this  table  not 
oidy  the  relative  value  of  the  trade  of  each  nation 
relerred  to,  but  also  its  increase  oi  decrease  diirino- 
the  term. 

Total  imports  and  exports  of  the  United  Stairs. 

Imports.  Exports. 

1S25,  $96.34u,l)75  $99,5'35  388 

1830,  70,876,920  73,849,5118 

1835.  129,391247  121693.577 

1840,  107,141.619  131.571,950 

Of  tiiese  amounts    there  were  im|iorled  Irom  and 

exported  lo 

Great  Britain  and  her  France  and  her 

dependencies.  dependencies. 

Iinporis.  Export.^.  Impons.  E.\'pnris. 
1S25  $42,394  812  44.217,525  1I,835..5S1  11891,327 
1330  26,984801  31647,881  8,240,885  11,806238 
1S35  65  949,307  6i,167  699  23,362,5«  20  335,066 
1840  39,130,923  70,322  986  17,908  127  22,3j5,905 
Spam  and  her  dependencies.  Brazil. 

Inipori.s.        Kxp'irts         Imports.        Exports. 

1325         9,3i2,791       5,840720         2  13S707      2  393,754 

1830         8373,681       6049.051         2491460       1,843238 

1835       15  617  140       7,069,279         5  574  466      2,60.-1,656 

1840       14,019,660      7,618,347        4.927,296      2.506,314 

Me.vico.  The  Hanse  T(nvns. 

Impons.         Exports.        Imports.        Expnr'p. 

1825        4,044,647      6,470,144        2,739,526      3,12r033 

1830        .'5,235,241       4,837,458         1,873,278      2,274  880 

1835        '-\490.416      9,029,221         3.841913      3  528,276 

1840         4  175,001       2,515341         2,521,493       4,198,459 

Netherlands  and  dependen -ies.  Russia. 

Impons.        Exports.        Imports         Exports 
1825         1253,369      5,895  499        2.067  110         287  401 
1830         1,356  765      4,562.437        1,621,898         40fi'675 
3833        2,963  718      4,411,053        •2  395,245         5.85  447 
1S40        2,326,890      4,546,095        2,572,427      1,169,481 


Denmark  and  depen- 
dencies. 
Import.".  Export.". 
1,539  592  2,7011188 
1,671218  2  014.085 
1,403,902  1,780,446 
976,678  1,193  500 
Ihis  exhibit  have  been 
■commerce  at  regular 
*ars — especially  1826. 
7  and  '9 — would  have  presented  a  larger  amount  of 
trade;  but  as  the  object  nf  the  com.nittee  w  as  lo  fur- 
nish l^  -  means  of  es'imaling  the  proportions  in  which 
our  commerc  has  bern  extended  to  the  diffpient 
countries  in  the  tabh>,  it  is  sulfieiently  full  lor  that 
purpose.  It  shows  that  the  trade  witti  Great  Britain 
and  her  dependencies  has  maintained,  for  the  last  tif- 
leen  years,  a  ratio  of  very  nearly  one-half  of  our  whole 
foreign  coniDierce, — increasing  and  declining  with  a 
remarkable  correspondence  to  the  general  aggregate 
of  our  trade  with  the  world. 

I,  will  al.=o  be  seen  that  the  trade  with  Fiance  and 
Spain,  and  ihfir  colonies,  which  had  varii-d  but  little  j 
in  the  two  first  terms  of  the  table,  has  expeiienced  a 
very  considerable  incr^^ase  in  ttie  two  lalter, — that  of 
France  from  about  one  ninth  of  our  whole  trade  to 
about  a  sixth;  and  that  of  S|iain,  somewhat  in  the 
same  (.roportion:  and  it  will  lie  remarked  that  the 
trade  with  the  sevpral  powers  in  ihe  north  of  Europe, 
comprehending  Ru'-jia,  Denmark,  Sweiien,  the  Hanse 
Towns,  and  the  Nelherlarnls,  has  nndeigone  much 
less  change  since  1825  than  might  have  been  ex|KCt- 
ed  in  such  a  lapse  of  time.  Their  aggregate  com- 
merce at  the  present  day  would  present  a  result  not 
widely  dirfering  from  that  of  the  year  alluded  lo. 

The  committee  have  invited  attention  to  Ihis  sur- 
vey, of  the  rflative  proportions  and  amount  of  our 
trade,  with  a  design  to  connect  it  with  a  view  ol  the 
navigation  employed  in  its  prosecution  wiih  the 
founli ies  enumerated,  as  well  as  with  a  few  others 
not  included  in  the  table. 

The  eager  interest  in  whatever  concerns  our  navi- 
gation, which  is  so  exiensively  felt  throughout  Ihe 
country  at  the  present  time,  furnishes  a  peculiar  in 
ducemeiit  to  this  investiga.ion. 

The  extraordinary  increase  of  foreign  shipping  in 
our  ports  has  awakened  a  general  inquiry  ujion  the 
subject.  The  steadiness  with  which  tiiat  increase 
has  advanceil,  through  a  series  of  years,  indicaling  no 
temporary  or  occasional  impulse,  but  some  permanent 
source  of  vigor,  has  dilfuseil  an  ajiprehension  that  it 
is  still  to  continue,  and  that  it  may,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  arrive  at  a  point  which  shall  present  the  anomaly 
of  American  commerce  chiefly  sustained  by  the  ships 
and  seamen  of  transatlantic  nations.  On  a  qiies'ion 
of  so  much  concern,  congress  will  doubtless  be  influ- 
enced by  broad  and  patriotic  views  of  the  national 
interest,  and  will  not  hesilale  to  discard  whatever 
error  of  theory  or  practice  it  may  be  convinced   has 


millions  of  imports  einploved  1,352,653     " 

In  1836,  imports  but  little  short  of  one 
hundied    and    ninety    niillions    em- 
ployed 1,255,334     " 
And  in   1S40,  an  import  of  one  huii- 

ilred -dnil  seven  millions  eni|iloypd  1,576,946  " 
It  will  thus  be  seen  th<it  the  incre,<\se  of  iinr  naviga- 
tion in  the  first  five  years  v.as  less  than  40  per  cent., 
and  the  whole  ten  years  but  lillle  ovei  60  pnr  cent,; 
that  notwithstanding  th<-  gr-at  increase  of  impoita- 
tions  in  1835  and  '36,  ihe  employment  clour  lonnao-e 
was  not  propoilionately  anguienled;  and  that  the 
principal  hi-neht  ol  that  add. lion:!  Iran?,  as  tar  i\?.  na- 
vigation was  coi;ceined,  we  may  infer,  was  enjoyed 
by  the  own.-rs  of  f  ueign  vessels. 

Turning  from  these  aggregates  lo  the  navigation  of 
the  particular  count  lies  relened  to,  we  shall  see,  that — 
In  1830,  the  British  tonnage  which  eiiternd  our 
ports  amounted  lo  87.231  .oi.s;  in  1S35  to  529,922; 
and  ill  1840  to  582,424,— being,  in  the  first  of  these 
pi  rioiis,  about  three  lourths.  and  increasing,  in  tlie 
second  and  third,  to  nearly  five-sixths  of  the  whole 
animint  of  loreign  tonnage  entering  into  the  United 
Slates. 

A  reference  to  the  treasury  returns  will  show  that 
in  1830  our  shipping  which  entered  from  G.-eat  Bri- 
tain and  her  dependencies,  amnunted  to  473,205  Ions; 
in  1835  to  654.719,  and  in  1840  to  826  9110:— ihat  con- 
sequently in  the  first  of  the-e  years  the  British  ship- 
ping in  our  trade  v\as  less  tliaii  one-fiMh  ol  oiirow.i: 
in  the  second  it  had  increased  to  upwards  of  four- 
filths;  and  in  Ihe  third  stood  somewhat  above  four- 
sixths  of  that  belonging  to  our  own  ciiizens.  And  it 
will  also  be  perceived  that  the  increase  of  Briiish 
shipping  in  our  ports  in  the  ten  years  since  1830,  has 
reached  the  ratio  of  nearly  six  hundred  and  seventy 
per  rent. 

The  French  lonnage  in  Ihe  same  aspect  in  which 
we  have  regarded  the  British,  was,  in  1830,  11,156 
tons;  in  1835,  it  was  15,457;  and  in  1840  had  increas- 
ed to  30,701  tons. 

Our  tonnage  entering  from  France  and  her  colonies 
was,  in  1830,  120.793;  in  183.5,  107,533;  and  in  1840, 
130,541  tons;  the  French,  through  these  three  periods, 
bearing,  relatively  to  our  shipping,  the  proportion  of 
something  less  than  one  tenth  in  Ihe  first,  of  one- 
seventh  in  the  second,  and  a  fraction  below  a  fourth 
!in  Ihe  third;  and  having  increased  in  the  ten  years 
since  1830  about  ISO  per  cent.  The  increase  of  our 
shipping  in  French  ports,  in  the  same  time,  was 
about  9  per  cent. 

Following  this  inquiry,  to  the  navigation  employed 
in  the  trade  with  Spain  and  her  colonies,  we  shall 
find  Ihe  amount  of  Spanish  tonnage  entered  in  1830, 
12,299  tons;— in  1835,  24,497,  and  in  1840,  15,927. 

The  American  lonnage  emploved  in  the  same  trade 
was,  in  1830,  148,419;  in  1835,  221,345;  and  in  1840, 
257.421  tons. 

The  increase  of  the  Spanish  lonnage  in  Ihe  first  fiv 


it  into  the   administration  ol  this  branch  of  our  j  y«'ars  was  about  100  per  cent,;  in  the  next  fi\e  it  fell 
policy  I '°  !>  f"''"  ''"I''  exceeding  25  per  cent.     Our  tonnage 

Toenable  the  commiltee  to  nresent  Ihe  condilion  of  I  ^_l:  "^^^^'^^  '".::[:T!':.l?l^:°!:°J^''°:!.''*' ! 
our  navigation  Intelligibly  lo  the  house  and  Ihe  conn- 


than  70 
cent,  of  what  it  was  in  1830,     The  imports  from 

.,.-     ,.  I     ,1  hi  »t -  .   ^  -        '  Spain  and  her  colonies,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  table 

try,  with  reference  lo  the  subject    under  discussion,  i  ,  '     ,   ,.  .  ,        '.  j    .     u     -^  ■""1= 

■"     .  ....•'...        ■    heretolore  given,  have  increased  at  about    he  same 


they  have  prepared  a  table,  which  will  be  found  in 
ippendix  accompanying  this  report,  marked  No. 
1,  which  exhibits — 

1st.  An  aggregate  of  the  value  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports in  each  year  from  1830  lo  1840,  both  in.-lusive: 

2d.  The  lotal  amoiinl  of  tonnage,  loreign  and  do- 
mestic, enlered  and  cleared  in  each  of  the  same  years: 
and — 

3d.  The  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  in  the 


rate. 

Looking  next  lo  the  shipping  employed  in  our  trade 
by  the  subiects  of  the  northern  pow-ers  of  Europe, 
including  llie  Russian,  Prussian,  Swedish,  Danish, 
Dutch,  and  Hanseatic,  we  shall  see  that,  in  1830,  the 
aggregate  ol  their  tonnage  entering  our  perls  was 
16,204;  in  1833  it  was  52,033,  and  in  1840,68.472 
The  American  shipping  entering  in  the  same 


The  tonnage  enlered  and  cleared  in  tne  same!       -    ,.- —  "i ■■•  "--ri -■■?,  s  ...   i  .<=  :...,..c 

.    ,        -       ,"   .,  -I       ,  -,1       I,     I    I  ^"ears   Irom  the  ports  of   these  powers  wa"    in  1830 


...  The  loreign  shipping  liaviugi/ic/e/(S«rf  more  than  400 
The  aggregate  of  import  and  exporl  is  given  in  ■  per  cent.;— Ilie  American  naviiig  rfccrm.w-^  something- 
each  yearasanindrxol  the  extent  of  our  commercial  '  more  than  40  per  cent.:— the  trade  llirou">h  thi»  in- 
operations.  and  in  older  that  it  may  be  com[iared  with  j  ,,,rval  having  but  little  changed  in  amount 
Ihe  amount  n(  the  lonnage  which  il  has  employed.—  |  Amongst  the  countries  enumerated  in  llii-.  ag.^re- 
The  navigalion  ol  each  country  is  furiii.-lied  to  show  j  ^,,,1^,  the  increase  of  Ihe  ?hippin.r  ,„  i|,e  Haii^e  Towns 
to  what  exieni  each  has  parlicipated  in  Ihe  carriage  |  „..,^  „(-  Sweden   will  attract  pailicnlar  remark-— the 


of   the    c 
commerce. 
Without  de; 
pou  this  tabi 


modities   constituting  lhi.s   aggregate  of.flfst  havinir   in 

I  70,703    inTs37 

than  a  very  brief  comment  I  iiom  4.136  in  1 

yen  ■ 


the  commiltee  would  draw  the  obser 


vation  of  the  house  to  the  following  conspicuous  fac-ls 

which  it  exhibit: 

In  1830,  the  whole  amount  of  foreign 
tonnage  which  enlered  our  ports  was 

In  1835,  it  had  increased  to 

In  18411,  to 

Showing  30  increase  of  foreign  ton- 
nage in  five  years  of  nearly  300 
per  cent. 

In  1830,  the  total  import  of  merchan- 
dise, valued  at  about  seventy-one 
millions  of  dollars,  employed  an  a- 
mount  of  American  shipping  enter- 
ed as 

In  lSo5,  nearly  one  hundrsd  and  fifty 


l^eet  Irom  9  653  .on?,  in  1S30,  to 
id  lo  41.874  in  1840;— Ihe  serend 
I,  to  16.964  in  1840,  and  havinu-  at 
■val   (1337)  reached  27.849  tons. 


giv 


shipiiing  of  Austria  and  Mexico  I 
•  table  as  e: 


131.900  tons. 
641.311)     " 
712,203     •' 


967,: 


been 
s  exiiiDiiini.'.  in  some  y,ars  of  llie 
series,  a  very  considerable  addiiiou  to  the  fon-ign 
navigation  in  our  ports,  and  as  somewhat  remarkable 
lor  their  vaiiaiions:  that  of  Austria,  especially,  in 
1837  being  16,779tons,  whilst  the  An.eiican  shipping 
of  the  same  year  entered_/'/-om  Austiia  was4,73l  tons, 
and  lhat  cleared  to  .Austria  was  2  179  tons. 

A  careful  insperlion  of  Ihis  table  and  a  comparison 
of  Ihe  lesiilis  which  it  fiiii.ishts  wiih  the  ainoimt  of 
our  commerce  with  the  various  nations  referred  lo, 
will  '^UiTge.-it  Ihe  following  conclusions: 

That  our  foreign  trade,  during  th"  last  ten  years, 
has  bem  characterized  by  very  remarkable  fluctua- 
tions in  the  an.otint  of  impord  and  exports;  and  that 
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it  ha^  bt^en  esp^'cially  dislinirni?he(i  for  ils  freqiipiu 
exliibitiori  of  a  large  exrpss  of  irnpnrls  bi-y"ni|  the 
exports:— an  excess  in  18:S5  oC  more  than  $27,ono,. 
0(10;  Ml  1836  of  inorp  than  61,000,000,  and  ill  1S39,  of 
upwards  of  40,000,000. 

Tliat  Ibis  excpss  of  importation,  tboiigti  greatly 
Hiimiililinfj  the  einployineiit  of  our  own  shipping, 
has,  in  greater  degree,  stimulated  tiiat  of  foreign  na- 
tions: 

That,  independent  of  the  amount  of  triide  carried 
on  betwein  the  United  States  and  foreign  coiinlries, 
there  are  other  active  and  efficient  causes  at  woik  to 
increase  tlie  emfilovment  ol  foreign  shipping,  and  to 
d  certain  extent,  to  fiipplant  our  own. 

This  table,  it  will  be  observed,  presents  a  view  of 
(he  employment  of  our  navigation.  The  record  of  en- 
tries ami  clearances  is  but  an  enumeration  o[  tke  voy- 
ones  made  by  our  own  and  foreign  vessels,  to  and 
i'roin  '>ur  ports  in  each  year.  To  ascertain  the  acUja! 
quantity  of  our  shipping,  we  must  have  recourse  to 
the  regislry,  enrollinent,  and  licenses,  as  also  to  the 
report  of  the  vessels  built  in  each  year. 

The  committee  would  submit  a  few  considerations 
derived  from  a  survey  of  our  slnpping  as  afforded  by 
a  reference  to  (liese  sources  of  inlorinalion. 

We  have  alrejidv  seen  that  the  American  tonnage 
entered  into  the  United  States  iu  18:?l)  was  967,227 
tons,  and  that,  in  1S4II,  it  was  1,576,946  tons.  The 
clearances  varied  but  little  from  the  same  amounts. 

The  proportion  between  these  two  amounts  would 
seem  to  inter  an  increiise  of  American  shipping  dur- 
ing the  interval,  in  a  ratio  abi»ve  60  per  cent.  No 
estimate,  however,  of  the  increase  of  our  shipping 
can  be  formed  upon  this  basis — the  greater  or  less' 
activity  in  the  employment  of  our  vessels  being  casu- 
al and  dependent  upon  temporary  causes.  An  in- 
spection ol  the  table,  tor  example,  will  show  that  be- 
tween tlie  years  1S30  and  1S31,— 1833  and  1834,  and 
183.3  and  1S36,  resp-ctively — tliere  was  ^  diminnlion 
ol  onr  own  tonnage  entering  at  our  several  ports; — 
whilst  at  the  same  time,  a  reference  to  the  registry 
would  turni^h  evidence  of  an  actual  increase  of  A- 
merican  vessels.  Ttie  ccininiltee  notice  this  lact 
only  to  correct  an  error  w  liich  is  somewhat  prevalent, 
and  which  might  mislead  many  in  the  estimate  of  our 
navigation. 

The  regislry  and  enrolment  are  not,  however,  the 
most  accurate  guides  upon  this  subject;  and  il  is  to 
be  regretted  that  we  have  not  in  the  statistics  of  the 
government  any  means  ol  entirely  exact  information 
as  to  the  real  amount  or  quantity  of  our  shipping. — 
Many  vessels,  which  have  been  withdravMi  Iroin  em- 
ployment by  loss  at  sea,  by  sale  to  foreigners,  and  by 
decay,  are  not  reported  in  season,  or  with  sufficient 
precision,  to  supjdy  at  all  times  a  [lerlectly  correci 
account  of  theshipjiing  in  use  by  citizens  of  the  U- 
niled  Stales.  We,  nevertheless,  lake  these  returns 
ol  registered,  enrolled,  and  licensed  tonnage  for  such 
infonnalion  as  they  give.  They  will  be  (bund  in 
table  No.  11,  in  the  appendix  to  tliis  report. 

Accoiding  to  this  document  our  registered  tonnage 
(Unit  employed  in  foreign  trade)  amounted  in  1830 
to  571), 475  ions,  and  in  IS31  to  620,4.>1  tons.  In 
1828,  the  register  showed  812,619  tons;  but  the  cor- 
rections made  in  it,  in  1829  and  '30, — by  sinking 
fioin  il  a  large  quantity  ascertained  to  be  sold  abiuad, 
lost,  decayed,  and  abandoned — had  reiluced  llie  ag- 
gregate to  the  sums  above  inenlioned.  The  register- 
ed tonnage  of  1840  is  899,764  tons.  Ilnw  in'ncli  of 
this  amount  may  hereafter  be  ascerlaintd  as  proper 
to  be  erased  from  ttie  registry,  the  committee  cannot 
conjecture,  If  it  be  all  in  existence  at  this  time,  it 
would  show  an  increase  of  registered  tonnage,  since 

1830,  of  something  moie  llian  50  percent. — and  since 

1831,  of  a  fraction  above  40  per  cent.  An  inspection 
of  this  table.  No.  11,  will  also  show  that  the  increase 
has  been  apparently  progressive  from  1830  to  1836, 
and  from  1837  to  1840;  but  that  betneen  1836  and  '7 
— owing,  as  the  committee  are  aware,  to  the  erasure 
of  tonnage  then  ascertained  lobe  lost,  Sic. — a  great 
diminution  took  place.  We  may,  however  presume 
the  lact  to  be  that  ilie  tonnage  has  actually  increased, 
lioin  year  to  year,  through  the  whole  series  since 
1830. 

A  rcciiireiice  to  table  No.  1,  will  indicate  that  the 
foreign  comir.erce  has  not  progressiveli/  increased 
through  these  periods;  but  on  the  contrary,  as  we 
have  already  remarked,  has  exhibited  great  tliiclua' 
tions.  The  same  may  be  said  ol  the  entrance  and 
clearances  of  the  Aiii*ricnn  tonnage  employed  in 
foreign  trade  It  is  obvious,  therelore,  that  the  in 
creafe  of  the  rej^islered  shipping,  lias  not  correspond- 
ed, nor  kept  pace,  with,  either  the  amount  of  our 
foreign  trade,  or  the  employment  of  our  navigation 
What,  llien,  is  the  true  ratio  of  ils  increase  is  not  to 
be  asecrlained  from  the  table  to  which  we  have  re- 
ierred.  That,  with  an  occasional  exception,  more 
vessels  are  buill  every  year  Ihanare  sold  ahtoad,  lost, 
or  condeinin  d  as  unseawLTlIiy,  is  apparent  from  ofTi 
cial  papers;  and,  therefore,  that  our  tonnage  has  in 
creased  from  year  to  year  may  be  regarded  as  certain. 


But  that  this  increase  has  not  steailily  advanced  in 
equal  p'oportions  in  each  year  since  1830  we  may 
show  Irom  authentic  ilnciiments. 

The  following  statement  will  point  out  the  actual 
increase  or  decrease  of  the  registered  tonnage  as  de- 
rived fiom  the  annual  repoit  of  Ihe  quantity  built  in 
each  year,  with  a  deduction  of  the  amount  sold  to 
foreigners,  lost  at  sea,  and  condeinned  as  unseawor- 
thy,  so  far  as  these  deductions  have  been  reported  to 
the  government. 

„        ...  Sold,  lost      victual  in- 

Year  endin:;.       ^.    '.',,'  '        and   con-       crease     or 
built  J         J  J 

demned.         decrease. 

Dec.  31,  1830,  21,242  tons.  31,801  Ions.   10.558  dec. 

1831,  45,720     "      24,484     "      11.2.i6   inc. 

1832,  72.982  "  29,890  "  43.092  " 
18:i3,  73  979  "  17.610  "  55,:i69  " 
1834,  52,022     "      16,944     "      35,678     " 

•From  Sep.  30,  1,^34  to 

S.p.  30,  1835,  46,635     "  29,924  "  16,711  " 

1»37,  42  343     "  34,063  "  8,280  •' 

1338.  41,8.59     "  26.271  "  15,588  " 

1839,  55,065     "  27.247  "  27,818  " 

1840,  56,121     "  42,135  "  13,986  " 
Whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  registered  tonnage 

extant  at  any  one  period,  and  Ihe  amount  sold,  lost, 
and  decayed,  but  uot  reported  to  the  government, — 
it  is  quite  clear  that  the  actual  quantity  biiill  in  each 
year  being  given,  and  that  actually  reported  as  sold, 
lost,  and  decayed  being  deducted,  will  luriii.sh  us  Ihe 
muiimum  of  what,  under  any  circiinislances,  can  be 
rpganle.i  as  the  the  increase  ol  onr  shipping.  In  this 
point  ol  view  the  above  statement  may  he  relied  on 
to  show  the  highest  rate  at  wliirli  the  navigation  of 
the  country  could,  under  any  contingency,  have  in- 
creased. 

So  regarding  it,  it  is  worthy  of  observation  Ihat  the 
rgest  additions  to  our  shipping  were  made  in  the 
years  1S:>2  and  1833;  and  that  both  Ihe  bidldhig  n( 
vessels  lor  the  foreign  trade,  and  the  ratio  of  increase 
have  been  less  since  1835  than  before  that  period. — 
The  four  years  from  1831  lo  1S34,  both  inclusive, 
yield  an  average  yearly  increase  ol  36,000  tons  of 
shipping;  the  five  years  from  1836  lo  1840  yield  an 
annual  average  of  but  16,000  tons.  The  first  four 
years  thus  supplied  an  actual  addiiinn  to  the  register- 
ed tonnage  ol  145,361  tons.  The  second  five  years 
supplied  but  81,477  tons.  If,  instead  ol  resorting  to 
Ihis  mode  ol  compulation  of  the  new  tonnage,  we 
look  lo  the  registry,  we  shall  there  di.scover  n  remar- 
kable difference  in  the  result.  That  registry — see 
table  No.  II,  appendix — presents  instead  of  143,361 
tons,  for  the  increase  between  1831  and  1834,  an  ad- 
dition of  236,987  tons, — which  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
gard as  true,  compatibly  wi;h  Ihe  truth  of  the  other 
official  reports  to  which  we  have  referred.  The  same 
registry,  in  like  manner,  shows  the  increase  of  ton- 
nage between  1836  and  1840  as  but  1.990  tons,  whilst 
the  former  computation  proves  it  lo  be  81,  447  tons, 
as  we  have  seen. 

These  descrepancies  cannot  but  produce  great  dis- 
trust in  any  arguments  or  conclusions  derived  from 
Ihe  ofiiciai  list  of  registered,  enrolled,  and  licensed 
lonnage,  and  may  serve  to  show  the  insiiBiciency  of 
any  compaiison  between  our  navigation  at  diflerent 
periods,  when  founded  upon  no  better  data  than  these 
reliirns.  This  list,  however,  with  slic)i  corieclions 
ol  it  as  may  be  made  lion  the  sources  we  have  iiidi 
cuted,  ollbrds,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  our  present 
purposes  requires,  the  conclusions  which  we  have 
drawn  f'lom  it. 

Whilst  pursuing  this  general  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  onr  shipping,  and  its  employment  during  the  last 
tenyears.thecommitteedesire  to  make  i>  cursory  re- 
ference  lo  ils  condition  in  Ihe  previous  ten.  We 
cannot  resort,  for  the  reasons  stated  above,  to  the  re- 
gistry to  enable  us  to  ascertain  the  actual  state  of  our 
navigation  at  this  period.  And  as  Ihe  reports  of  the 
treasiiiy  department  to  congress  belore  the  year  1829 
did  not  furnish  the  del.dlsof  vessels  built,  with  ttie 
reiliiction,  for  loss,  8tc  ;  we  are,  thereloie,  deprived 
of  the  benefilof  a  coinputalion  from  Ihissource.  VVe 
may,  however,  find  a  basis  of  calculation  in  the  eiii- 
ploymcnl  of  our  shipping.  We  therefore  recur  to  this 
source  ol  information  lor  the  state  of  our  navigation 
htlween  1821  and  1830,  with  a  purpose  to  place  it 
beside  details  of  the  same  character,  relating  lo  Ihe 
period  from  1831  to  1840. 

This  comparison  is  not  made  to  induce  an  opinion 
Ihat  the  shipping  of  the  United  States  has  not  increas- 
ed in  amount  diWing  the  last  ten  years.  As  we  have 
before  remaiked,  the  slimnlns  which  Ihe  p'dicy  of 
government  has  communicated  to  all  kinds  of  employ- 
ment, liming  the  greater  portion  of  this  term,  has  iin 
questionably,  been  fell  by  the  nnvigaling  inleresi,  as 
il  has  been  by  every  oilier  department  of  business. — 
Whether  this  increase  has  been   productive  id   good 


Until  the  clo.sc  ol  1834  these  returns  were  compuled 
yearly  from  the  31st  of  Srpirinber;  after  iliat  date  tliey 
were  computed  fioin  the  30ih  of  September. 


to  the  country;  whtther,  in  tact,  it  has  not  proceed- 
ed from  a  most  unwholesome  artificial  excitement  of 
ihe  spirit  of  adventure,  and  been  the  accompaniment 
of  a  ruinous  excess  of  speculation,  are  questions  to 
which  the  committee  have  already  devoted  some  re- 
flections. But  the  object  of  this  comparison  is  to 
present  the  fact  that  our  shipping  interest,  during  the 
first  ten  years  of  inoilerate  importation  and  regulated 
trade,  was.  at  least,  as  fully  and  as  piosperoiisly  em- 
ployed as  it  has  been  during  this  latter  term  of  excit- 
ed action  and  expanded  enterpiise;  that  it  suffered 
much  less  competition  Iroui  the  shipping  of  foreign 
nations  than  il  has  done  since;  and,  although  not  in- 
creasing as  ra|)idly  as  duiing  the  last  peiioil.  yet  that 
the  increase  was  steady,  sound,  and  correspondent 
with  the  cajntal  and  resource  of  the  nation.  The 
facts  upon  which  this  opinion  is  founded  are  embodi- 
ed in  the  tables  (Nos.  111.  IV.  and  V.)  which  arc 
appended  to  this  report. 

The  fiist  of  these  tables  (No.  Ill)  shows  Ihe  ag- 
gregate import  and  export  of  each  year  Irom  1321  to 
1830,  both  inclusive,  thus  furnishing  the  total  amount 
or  value  of  cargoes.  It  shows  the  ainounl  of  Ameri- 
can and  of  foreign  tonnage  entering  and  departing, 
by  which  these  cargoes  have  been  borne.  It  also 
.^hows  what  portion  of  these  cargoes  were  carried  in 
American  vessels,  and  what  in  loreigs,  thereby  fnr- 
nishing  the  means  of  comimting  the  ratio  in  which 
each  was  employed.  It  exhibits,  in  like  manner, 
the  same  iletails  lor  the  ten  years  comprehended  be- 
tween 1831  and  1840.  The  general  deductions  I'ur- 
nished  Iroin  this  statement  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  aggregate  of  imports  I'rom  1821 

to  1830  was  $790,600,000 

Do  of  exports  (same  period)    765,100,000 

Giving  as  the  total  value  of  caigoes  $11, 562,700,000 
Of  these  cargoes  about  .'51,410,500,000  were  car- 
ried in  American  vessels — which  employed  a  tonnage 
of  17,5110,000  of  tons;  showing  a  ratio  of  about  $80,- 
500.000  cargo  to  1,000.000  of  tons. 

And  about  $151,500,000  were  carried  in  foreign 
vessels,  which  em]iloyed  a  tonnage  of  2,200,000  ot 
tons:  giving  aralio  ol  about  $68,000,000  of  cargo  lo 
1,000,000  of  tons. 

2.  The  aggregate  of  import  from  1831 

lo  1840  was  $1,301,000  000 

Do        of  expoits  (same  period)     1,091,800,000 

Total  value  of  cargoes  $2,392,800,000 

Of  these  cargoes  about  $2,013,600,000  were  carri- 
ed in  American  vessels,  which  employed  a  tonnage 
of  25,000,000  of  tons;  showing  a  ralio'of  about  $80,- 
500,000  of  cargo  to  1,000,000  of  Ions: 

And  abont  $379,200,000  were  carried  in  foreign 
vessels,  which  employed  a  tonnage  of  11,400.000  of 
tons:  giving  a  ratio  of  abjut  $33,400,000  of  cargo  to 
1  000,000  of  Ions. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  average  employment  of  A- 
inencan  shipjiing  stood  in  the  same  ratio  lo  the 
amount  ol  cargo  in  the  first  term  of  ten  years  that  it 
did  in  the  last;  and  that  ihe  aggregate  employment 
of  American  tonnage  had  increased  in  the  second 
term,  over  the  first,  from  17,500,000  to  25,000.000  of 
tons — somewhat  less  than  40  percent  ;  Ihat  the  ratio 
of  employment  of  loreign  shipping  was,  in  Ihe  first 
term,  about  1,000,000  of  Ions  for  every  .$08,000,000 
of  cargo,  and  in  Ihe  second  about  1,000,000  for  every 
$33,400,000  of  cargo;  anil  that  the  aggregate  of 
foreign  tonnage  had  risen  in  the  second  above  the 
first  term  from  2,200,000  of  tons  to  1 1,400,000— ex- 
ceeding .500  per  cent.  Tables  IV.  and  V.  afford 
some  further  illustrations  of  the  same  facts. 

We  have  thus  fiiriiished,  from  such  official  sources 
of  information  as  have  been  w  ilhin  our  reach,  a  gene- 
ral statistical  view  of  the  condition  and  employment 
ol  our  shipping  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade.  We 
have  shown  the  aggregate  of  Ameiican  and  foreign 
navigati.nn  employed  at  dilfeient  peiiods;  the  amount 
of  imports  and  exports,  constituting  the  cargoes 
borne  by  this  shipfiing,  at  these  periods;  the  propor- 
lion  in  which  this  navigation  has  been  disliibnted  io 
onr  trade  with  Ihe  principal  nations  of  the  world;  Ihe 
increase  of  our  shipping  in  the  foreign  trade,  as  de- 
rived from  the  returns  ol  the  registry,  and  Ihe  inore 
accurate  returns  of  the  vessels  biiiit  in  each  year; 
and  we  have  compared  these  results  at  two  ditt'erent 
epochs  in  our  commercial  history. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  derive  from  Ihis  review  evi- 
dence of  Ihe  following  facts: 

1.  Of  a  great  and  increasing  proportion  of  foreign 
tonnage  in  onr  trade. 

2.  Thai  ih.it  increase  has  not.  in  any  equal  ratio, 
attended  upon  an  increase  ol  trade,  but — especially 
in  reference  to  the  shipping  of  the  north  ol  Europe — 
has  occurred  where  the  trade  has  been  neaily  station- 
ary, 

3.  That,  in  the  excileinent  commuiiicaled  to  oor 
commerce  by  Ihe  excessive  increase  of  banking  and 
paper  monry,  the  foreign  shipping  interest  has  pro- 
fited even  mote  than  our  own— partaking  ol  Ihe  tern- 
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porary  gain  of  that  system,  without  sharing  in  tlie 
final  embarrassment  wliich  it  brought  upon  the 
country. 

4.  That  onr  navigation  in  general  has  fared  best 
in  our  commerce  with  those  nations  with  wtiom  we 
have  not  negotiated  reciprocity  treaties. 

5.  That  Ihe  results  have  been  most  to  onr  disad- 
vantajje  where  the  reciprocal  privilege  has  been 
established  on  the  broadest  scale. 

Jt  is  an  inqairy  of  great  moment  to  investigate  the 
causes  of  these  I'acts. 

The  aim  of  our  government  has  been  to  establish 
reciprocity  in  trade.  It  seems  lo  have  been  imagined 
that  reciprocity  consisted  in  equal  privileges  of  im- 
portation and  cx[iortation  in  our  own  vessels  and  the 
vessels  of  the  nation  with  which  we  established  these 
relation.";  that  Ihe  greater  the  scope  given  to  the^e 
privileges  of  import  and  export,  llie  nearer  the  ap- 
proach to  perfect  recii)rociIy.  Ami  it  seems,  tnore- 
over,  to  have  been  deemed  a  nialter  of  great  interest 
to  our  commercial  wellare  that  these  regulations 
should  not  remain  subject  (o  the  ordinary  legislative 
jiower  of  onr  own  and  other  countries,  which  might 
thus  be  at  liberty  to  discard  them  upon  any  present 
inducement,  but  that  it  was  greatly  to  onr  advantage 
to  place  them  upon  a  treaty  basis  which  should  se- 
cure them  agairjst  temporary  changes  or  repeal. — 
This  would  Imply  liiat  in  seeking  such  treaties  we 
were  fully  (lersuaded  the  chief  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  them  would  result  to  our  own  population,  and 
that  it  was  our  policy,  therefore,  to  secure  these 
benefits  on  the  most  permanent  arrangement. 

It  would  appear  to  be  but  a  i-easonable  conclusion 
that,  in  the  commerce  between  any  two  nations,  the 
vessels  of  each  should  have  the  privilege  of  carrying 
to  the  other  the  products  of  the  nation  to  which  they 
respectively  belong,  and  of  bringing  back  the  pro- 
ducts of  that  nation  to  which  they  traile.  Without 
such  a  privilege  the  alternative  would  compel  each 
natior),  after  carrying  its  own  products  to  Itie  other, 
to  return  in  ballast.  This  privilege  has  been  always 
conceded  by  the  navigation  lawsol  the  United  States, 
and  generally  by  those  of  England. 

It  IS  not  so  clear  a  point  of  policy  to  establish  that, 
t\  all  cases  oi  international  commerce,  the  vessels  of 
the  two  parties  should  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of 
each,  without  discrimination  in  duties  or  charges;  al- 
though, with  respect  to  many  fiiendly  powers,  such 
a  regulation  would  be  open  to  no  fiir  objection.  But 
it  may  be  affirmed  that  many  circumstances  may  ex- 
ist, and  do  in  fact  exist,  to  jiistily  a  very  frequent 
exception  to  this  privilege. 

In  the  opinion  of  tlie  committee,  it  is  also  a  safe 
and  useful  restriction,  in  all  cases  where  entry  with- 
out discriminating  duties  is  allowed  lo  Ihe  vessels  of 
a  fiiendly  nation,  to  confine  that  privilege,  of  exemp- 
tion from  discrimination,  to  the  importations  of  car- 
goes the  growth^  produce^  or  manvfaciiire  of  the  nation 
from  whence  they  are  brought:  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
granting  a  very  important  boon  lo  any  nation,  to  allow 
it  to  employ  its  vessels  in  hringinu,  without  qualifi- 
cation or  disciimination  as  to  duties  or  other  charges, 
info  our  ports  the  products  of  any  part  of  the  wortU 
with  which  such  vessels  may  find  it  useful  to  trade. 

Whenever  it  might  become  our  policy,  orcom[)ort 
wilii  our  interest,  to  establisli  commerce  with  any 
foreign  country  upon  the  concession  of  any  or  all  of 
the  above  privileges,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  sul- 
ficieut  reason  why  these  privileges  should  be  secured 
upon  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  in  preference  to  their 
establishment  by  legislation — the  one  being  unaller 
able  during  the  conunuance  of  a  treaty;  the  othei 
being  repealable  at  any  period  when  the  public  inte- 
rest might  suggest  Ihe  propriety  of  a  repeal. 

We  have  nevertheless  concluded  commercial  trea 
ties — generally  stipulating  for  a  continuance  ol  ten  or 
twelve  yeais,  with  a  provision  for  further  duration 
uniil  a  year's  notice  be  given — granting  Ihe  broadest 
class  of  the  privileges  above  defined,  with  almost 
every  nation  that  was  willing  to  meet  us  on  Ihese 
terms.  As  might  be  expected,  these  treaties  have 
been  accepted  and  ralififd  by  such  nations  as,  having 
small  maritime  territories  ot  their  own,  or  being  able 
to  build  and  navigate  their  vessels  at  less  cost  than 
ours,  have  seen  their  obviou-  advanla:;e  in  Ihe  ar 
rangeinent  Such,  particularly,  h.is  been  the  case 
with  Ihe  powers  of  the  north  of  Europe,  including 
Russia,  Prussia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  the  Hanse 
Towns,  and  the  Netherlands.  These  treaties,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  not  been  accepted  by  France  and 
Spain:  and,  in  the  case  of  England,  as  well  as  S( 
other  powers  of  less  maritime  resource,  have  been 
modified  so  as  to  restrain  the  privilege  to  nai  rower 
limits. 

Our  citizens  have  acquiesced,  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  in  these  arrangements,  under  the  specious  de 
iusion  that,  as  the  system  professed  lo  be  one  oi' reel 
procal  advantage,  we  have  gained  by  it  recipiocal 
fieedoin  of  trade.  The  committee  have  already 
pointed  out  the  fruits  of  this  reciprocity. 

In  regard  to  England,  we  have  shown  that  sheen- 


grosses  nearly  one  half  of  Ihe  whole  trade  of  the  U- 
niled  States;  that  she  was  Ihe  first  power  that  entered 
into  what  has  been  termed  the  reciprocity  treaty  with 
us;  that  that  treaty,  concluded  in  18115,  and  still  in 
force,  contained  two  most  important  modifii'alion«: 
the  first  limiting  Ihe  privilt-ge  io  Ihe  products  of  the 
two  nations  respectively;  Ihe  second  excluding  from 
the  operation  of  Ihe  treaty  ttie  whole  circle  of  her 
colonies  and  foreign  possessions.  We  have  shown 
that  the  British  tonnage  in  our  ports  has  increased 
from  about  one-sixth  of  our  whole  foreign  lonnajeto 
nearly  one  half.  We  are  aware  that,  notwithstand- 
ing these  I'acts,  the  re  are  many  of  our  citizens  who 
believe  that  we  gain  as  much  by  the  arrangement  as 
our  commereial  rival;  and  that  it  is  still  onr  interest 
to  persevere  in  maintaining  the  policy  adopted  in 
1815,  as  a  policy  based  upon  those  piinciples  of  five 
trade  wfiich  tiave  found  so  many  earnest  disciples  in 
our  own  country,  and  so  many  zealous  theoretical 
teachers  in  England. 

We  shall  best  understand  the  true  value  of  ftiis  re- 
ciprocit}',  as  established  by  our  treaties,  by  reeiirring 
lo  Ihe  exemplification  of  it  afforded  us  by  England 
herself,  and  especially  in  the  lelalions  she  has  secured 
with  our  country. 

The  navigation  laws  of  Great  Britain,  as  they  ex- 
isted until  file  modifications  which  were  introiluced 
intothem  since  Ihe  commencement  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, were  constructed  generally  wilh  a  view  lo  the 
following  points: 

First.  The  exclusive  occupation  of  the  fisheries 
and  Ihe  coasting  trade,  which  were  rigidly  secured 
to  their  own  ships. 

Second.  To  the  engrossment  of  the  largest  attain- 
able share  of  navigation  in  their  commerce  with  Ihe 
other  slates  of  Europe.  The  necessity  of  siinender- 
ing  something  to  Ihe  shipping  interest  of  other  mari- 
time powers  on  that  continent,  wrung  fioui  the  British 
policy,  as  developed  in  the  navigation  act  of  1651, 
the  reluctant  concession  of  allowing  each  nation  to 
bring  its  own  products  to  England  in  Us  own  ships. 
As  some  inconvenience  was  subsequently  found  to 
exist  in  procuiing  cargoes  excfusivefy  the  product  ol 
the  country  from  which  they  were  imported,  the  pri 
vih'ge  of  importation  into  Gr-  at  Britain  was  exiendetl 
to  the  tiberty  lo  bring  from  any  port  in  Europe  any 
commodity  of  European  origin,  with  the  exception  of 
an  enumerated  list  of  articles,  amounting  in  all  to 
twenty-eight,  and  constituting  Ihe  mass  of  tlie  most 
bulky  merchamlise  ordinarily  imported  into  England, 
and  which,  limn  their  weight  and  volume,  leqiiired 
the  use  of  the  greatest  amount  of  shipping.  These 
enumerated  articles  can  only  be  imported  in  British 
ships,  or  ships  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  pro- 
duced, or  (according  to  the  recent  act  of  3  and  4 
Wifliain  IV.  c.  5-1)  of  the  country  from  which  they 
are  imported,  proceeding  directly  frotja  such  country 
to  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  (Jpon  this  footing  the 
British  navigation  system,  as  regards  Ihe  European 
states,  exists  at  the  present  time. 

Ttiird.  So  the  inoiiopoiy  of  all  navigation  employ- 
ed in  Iheirconinierce  with  Asia,  Africa,  and  America 
— the  law  fbibiddiiig  any  product  of  eitlier  of  these 
three  quarters  of  Ihe  globe  to  be  brought  info  an 
English  port  except  in  an  Engiish  ship. 

Fuuith.  To  a  like  monopoly, as  against  foreigners, 
of  all  trade  and  navigation  direclly  with  tlieir  colonies, 
and  in  the  intercourse  between  the  colonies  them- 
selves. 

These  principles  have  been  relaxed  fo  meet  the 
exigencies  of  modern  coinnierce  in  some  important 
particulars.  We  have  already  noticed  the  modifica- 
tions which  have  been  niiide  in  rclnrence  to  the  Eu 
ropean  powers.  An  early  relaxation  of  the  restric- 
tions against  American  shipping  was  made  in  favor 
of  Ihe  United  States,  by  wliicti  our  vessels  were  al- 
lowed to  carry  American  produce  directly  lo  England; 
and  in  Ihe  years  1821,  1825,  and  1833,  liirlher  modi- 
fications were  introduced,  which  have  finally  placed 
the  navigation  of  Great  Britain  upon  its  present  ar- 
rangement.    The  result  is^ 

1.  That  Ihe  enumerated  list  of  arlirles,  as  referred 
lo  above,  conslitule,  in  Iheir  trade  with  European 
nations,  a  resource  of  commerce  in  the  cairiasie  of 
which  no  vessels  may  participate  but  those  ol  Great 
Britain,  and  the  countiies  of  which  they  are  the  pro- 
duce, or  from  which  thej'  are  imported.  These  enu- 
merated articles  are  masts,  limber,  boards,  tar,  tallow, 
hemp,  flax,  currants,  raisins,  figs,  prunes,  olive  oil, 
corn,  wine,  brandy,  tobacco,  wool,  shnmac,  madder, 
barilla,  brimstone,  oak  bark,  cork,  oranges,  lemons, 
linseed,  rapeseed,  and  cloverseed. 

2.  Certain  enumerated  commodities,  the  produce  of 
Asia,  Africa,  or  America,  are  allowed  to  be  imported 
into  the  Unitrd  Kingdom  from  particular  specified 
ports  of  Euiope: 

3.  The  iin[ioitation  into  the  Urrited  Kingdom,  of 
goods  the  produce  of  Asia,  Aiiica,  or  America,  with 
a  view  lo  consiiinplion.  is  forbidden  to  all  foreign 
vessels  except  those  ol  the  ccMintry  where  the  goods 
are  produced.     To  this  regulation  a  few  exceptioos 


occur,  in  reference  to  Ihe  products  of  certain  portions 
of  the  Turkish  dominions,  also  in  regard  lo  bullion, 
raw  ailk,  and  some  other  commodities: 

4.  IVo  goods  are  allowed  to  be  carried  info  any 
British  colony  or  possession  in  Asia,  Africa,  or  A- 
rneiica,  by  foreign  vessels,  except  those  belonging  to 
Ihe  country  of  wliich  Ihe  gooils  are  the  produce;  and 

5.  No  goods  may  be  carried  from  any  British  colo- 
ny or  possession  lo  any  other  British  colony  or  pos- 
session except  in  British  vessels. 

Upon  these  fundamental  conditions  Ihe  navigation 
of  Great  Britain  is  sustained;  and  wlialever  treaty 
airangements  she  has  made,  they  have  hoen  rendered 
subordinate  lo  these  conditions.  On  tliis  basis  or 
ground  work  are  the  relations  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain  established. 

The  treaty  of  1815,  as  we  have  seen,  provides  for 
equal  privileges  of  importalion  and  ex|iortation  be- 
tween the  two  countries — the  imports  and  exports 
being  confimd  to  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or 
rnanufaclnie  of  each:  ami  the  treaty  is  not  lo  operate 
between  the  United  States  and  any  part  ol  lire  British 
possessions,  except  the  British  terriloi  ics  in  Europe. 
Our  intercourse  wilh  the  colonies  ol  Great  Britain  is 
regulated  solely  by  law.  and  orr  principles  ailapted  lo 
what  is  affirmed  to  be  the  mutual  interest  of  the 
parlies. 

Now,  as  regards  Ihe  direct  trade  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  Great  Britain,  there  nray  be  no  great 
reason  lo  complain  of  a  want  of  reciprocity,  in  Ifie 
|)rivilegesof  navigation.  That  trade  is  adjusleil  upon 
the  narrowest  scale  of  concession; — in  fact  conceding 
no  more  than  our  laws,  ever  since  1815,  have  ternler- 
ed  to  all  nations  who  may  be  willing  to  reciprocate 
wilh  us.  It  is  founded  upon  a  mutual  consent  lo  re- 
ceive the  products  of  eacli  party  in  its  own  ve.^seN  on 
equal  terms  in  the  ports  of  Ihe  other: — a  stipulation 
merely  against  discnminaling  duties  to  the  liisadian- 
tage  of  either  parly.  Tlie  projuiely  of  such  a  stipu- 
lation is  but  a  question  of  experiment.  If  Ihe  navi- 
galion  of  either  party  should  suffer  by  Ihe  arrange- 
inent,  no  just  cause  of  complaint  could  arisi?  against 
its  repeal.  That  repeal,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  would 
be  justified  by  a  comparison  between  tlie  injury  le- 
sullin;  lo  the  navigalion  on  the  one  side,  and  that 
which  might  resiill  lo  the  commerce  on  Ihe  othfr. — 
This  release  of  discriminations  has  beeh  ap[»laiiiied 
in  England  as  highly  favorable  to  the  increase  of 
British  shipping  in  orrr  pons.  If  it  had  proved  oIIum- 
w  ise,  Ihe  treaty  undoubtedly  would  have  been  termi- 
nated as  soon  as  Ihe  paities  were  competent  to  jjut 
an  end  lo  it.  It  has,  however,  bi-en  sustained,  nniler 
a  full  conviction  that  it  has  enured  to  the  advairtage 
of  that  power.  In  confirmaliorr  of  this  opirrion,  we 
extract  a  few  passages  from  a  British  perindrcal  which 
has  always  beerr  drstirrgrrished  lor  the  zeal  with  which 
it  has  opposeil  therel.ixation  of  the  ancierrt  rravrgation 
laws  of  that  country,  and  wliich  presents  tlie  United 
Slates  as  the  only  exception  to  tile  impolicy  of  Ihe 
reciprocity  system.  We  allinle  to  an  article  upon 
this  question  in  Blackwood's  IMagazine  for  Septem- 
ber, 1838. 

"There  is  one  country" — says  the  writer  of  that 
article — "with  whom,  under  Ihe  reciprocity  system, 
cornmenceil  in  18:J6,  that  system  has  been  attended 
with  remarkable  advantages,  and  that  is  the  Unit.-il 
States  of  North  America.  The  exarn|ile  ol  the  effect 
ot  this  system  with  that  country  is  lieqneiitly  refer- 
red lo.  by  Ihe  reciprocity  paitizans,  as  tlie  strongest 
proof  of  the  justice  of  ttieir  priiiciples;  but  in  reality 
rt  is  Ihe  strongest  confirmation  of  those  which  we 
are  now  supporting. 

"The  following  table  exhibits  the  progress  of  Id- 
reign  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ihe  United 
Slates,  both  in  British  and  American  bottoms,  from 
the  year  1822  to  1836. 

INWARDS. 
British.  Foreign. 

Years.  U.  S.  Ships.  Tons.     Men.  Ships.    Tons.      Men. 

1822  138    37,385     1,770    5(10     156,064    6,866 

1823  237  63.606  2,9aS  509  165,69!)  7,121 
f824  157  41,9^4  3,166  460  153,-175  6,451 
1826  138  3^,913  I,S43  59a  IS6.H63  8.487 
1826  158  47,711  2,045  448  151,765  6  695 
IS27  23S  73  2,14  3  421  646  217,535  9,447 
182S                  2.56    80,1.58     3,646    372     13^,174    6,049 

1829  192    61,.343    2'733    450     162,327    7,052 

1830  197    65  130    2,9"8    600    214,166    9,185 

1831  289    91,787    4  203    639    229,869    9,S07 

1832  2S4  95  203  4  251  52  167.35')  7,161 
1836  226    86,383    3,575    524    226,433    7,799 

"Thus,  under  the  reciprocity  system  with  that 
courrtry,  the  trade  Iras  incrcaseii  between  1822  and 
1836  from  138  ships  to  226,  while  the  American  has 
increased  only  from  500  lo  524.  And  the  British 
tonnage  swelled  from  37,358  Ions  lo  86  383.  while 
Ihe  American  lonaage  has  rrrcreased  only  from  156,055 
to  226.483. 

"This  result,  however,  so  far  from  being  a  proof 
ihat  Ihe  reciprocity  system,  in  its  applicalion  lo  the 
tiade  of  Great  Britain  wilh  Ihe  old  Slates  of  the  vvoild, 
is  founded  on  just  principles,  demonstrates  diametri- 
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call}'  Ihe  reverse.  Tlie  reciprociiy  systPin  has  prov- 
ed of  3(lvan!aa:e  lo  the  Brilisli  sliippin-;  in  llie  inter 
course  wiih  Airierica,  because  labor  aiid  all  the  arlicl-s 
en. ployed  in  Ihe  b'l  hlinj;  of  ahips  are  go  much  dearer 
in  America  tliaii  in  Great  Britain,  liiat  Ihe  British 
ship  owners  can  cany  on  the  trade  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  Ihe  Aineri<-an,  anil  thereloie,  under  an  eqnal  .sys- 
tem of  duties,  Ihe  British  shi|ipiiij;  has  gained  the 
advantage.  I'liere  cannot  he  a  doubt  of  the  exj)edi- 
ency  ol  that  system  iii  its  .-applicatinn  to  coiintrie.« 
\ih.-r'  ship  biiildiiij;  and  navii;«tioii  are  more  exp>-n- 
bive  Itian  ihey  are  in  this,  and  thprefo:  Mr  Sfusfis- 
.■.on  ;i.-led  perlei-liy  wi.sely  i"  c.-i|.c]".lins  d  Irealy  wiih 
America  on  such  terms.  But  ihe  leal  point  ul  doubt 
is  not  whether  such  a  system  is  expedient  with  the 
countries  where  stdp  buildi,;:;  is  dearer,  but  whether 
it  is  exiieificnt  in  coiiuiiies  where  ship  biiihling:  is 
cheaper  than  in  Great  Britain.  And  with  reference 
lo  that  point  it  is  clear  that  Ihe  reciprocity  system 
has  Hoiked  to  the  pr  jiidic^"  of  America,  which  biilds 
(.hips  de.irei  tlian  Enjjiaiid,  is  founded  exactly  iipo; 
the  same  principle,  in  proving  that  it  is  prejudicial  to 
Euiiiand,  in  her  intercourse  with  the  Baltic  powers 
where  it  is  cheaper  " 

From  this  stateirjcni  of  the  question,  and  Ihe  facts 
to  which  it  refers,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  treaty 
inade  by  Great  Britain  wiih'lhe  United  States  has  en- 
tirely gratified  the  expectation  of  iis  advocates  lui 
the  olher  side  of  the  Ailanlic.  It  is  equally  elf  ar  that 
It  could  not  pioduce  a  beneficial  operation  upon  the 
na-i^alion  ol  bolh  parlies.  What  cue  gained,  must 
from  the  nature  ot  the  case,  be  the  loss  of  the  other. 
We  have  shown  from  abundant  sources  that  the  loss 
has  been  upon  our  side.  Indeed,  it  is  luijiossible  to 
study  Ihe  liistory  of  British  nai'igalion  in  the  legisla- 
tion and  diplomacy  of  Ihat  nation,  without  being 
strnck  by  the  astute  and  sagacious  foresight  with 
which  her  policy  has  protected  this  great  interest. — 
She  maintains  no  relation  with  any  f4her  stale  but 
those  which  she  is  convinced  shall,  in  the  main,  ex- 
tend and  strens;then  her  navigation.  In  tlie  exami- 
nation of  Dr.  Bowring,  before  the  select  committee  of 
the  house  of  commons,  appointed  in  1.S40,  to  inquire 
into  the  effect  of  the  import  duties  of  that  kingdom, 
that  witness  expressed  Ihe  conviction  of  his  own  go- 
vernment, and  disclosed  the  true  motives  of  her  con- 
duct when  he  said,  "I  believe,  inasmuch  as  (he  com- 
mercial relations  of  England  are  greater  than  those  ot 
any  othei  country,  Ihat  Ei. gland  is  always  the  coun- 
try lhat  is  the  recipient  of  the  greatest  portion  of  tlie 
prosperity  of  olher  nations;"  that  "every  commercial 
relation  entered  into  between  England  and  every 
other  part  of  the  world  is  likely  lo  be  more  profitable 
to  England  than  any  other  country.  — See  report  of  the 
select  committee  ot  the  house  of  commons.  May  5, 
ISJO,  p.  15. 

The  inducement  to  the  reciprocal  arrangements  to 
■which  we  have  referred,  being  truly  slated  to  be 
founded  on  the  comparatu'e  c/ieajmess  of  British  na- 
vigation, these  ariangeinenls  are  only  maiiilained  by 
Great  Biitain  from  a  setllecl  persuasion  that  she  en 
joys  the  adv.iutage  over  the  cnnntrles  with  which. slie 
treats.  We  quote  from  Mr.  Mc-Culloli,  in  support  of 
this  opinion,  a  piece  of  evidence  ftiruished  b»  him  lo 
maintain  the  same  point.  The  exaiiiinaiion  of  Mr. 
Ed'Aarri  Sidlv,  belore  a  cninmittee  of  the  house  of 
lord.',  in  1821',  is  releired  to  hy  the  above  mentioned 
wiitcr  "as  conclusive"  on  this  question.  "I  was," 
said  Ihe  witness,  "formerly  a  considerable  owner  of 
Jfiussian  ships,  and  Ihi-re/bre  I  had  a  good  deal  of 
expeiience  in  Prussian  shipping,  and  I  can  safely  say 
that  Prussian  ships  canin.t  compete  with  English 
ships  in  time  of  peace.  The  English  ships  are  uavi- 
galed  cheaper  than  I'rU'sian  ships  The  P.nssian 
vessels  are  more  heavily  masted  and  rigged,  and  re- 
quire a  greater  compliment  of  men,  whilst  the  Eng- 
lish ship  is  manned  mostly  by  apprentices.  'I'lie 
English  ships  ri'quire  less  ballast;  the  economy  of 
shipping  is  heller  understood  and  praclisiil  in  them; 
there  IS  greater  activity  of  Ihe  captain  and  crew;  Ihey 
ar"  insun-d  in  clubs  at  an  averaiie  rale  oi  5  per  cent. 
while  Ihe  Prussian  ships  cannot  get  insurance  done 
(or  12;  and  as  lo  Hie  oulfit,  Ihe  provisions  and  olher 
necessaries  forthesliip,  both  parlies  have  theirchoice 
where  they  will  lay  in  their  slock,  whcthei  in  a  Pins 
.si. in  or  an  Rugli-I)  port.  If  provisions  are  cheap  in 
the  Priissi.in  poit,  the  English  captain  lays  in  his 
stork  of  proei-ions  there;  GejiernUy.  J  am  of  the 
opinion  lluil  Biilish  sidjis  can  sail  cheaper  than  thone 
of  any  other  nation." 
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Mr.  Calhoun  also  presented  the  proceedings*  of 
citizens  of  Middlesex  county,  Va.,  in  favor  of  free 
trade,  and  remonstrating  against  the  adoption  of  the 
present  tariff. 

Mr.  Callioun  recommended  them  to  the  attention 
of  the  v.liigs,  and  a  discussion  thereupon  ensued  be- 
tween liim  and  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  Pnston  spoUe  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Cathoun. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, presented  a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 
New  Ha.npshire,  for  services  of  her  militia. 

-Mr.  £r  £;?5,  fron*.  the  ctunmi^.t-^e  on  finance,  report- 
ed the  "bill  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,"  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Preston,  the  hill  to  adjust  the 
claims  for  property  destroyed  by  military  operations 
in  Florida  was  taken  up.  and  after  a  protracted  de- 
bate, ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Jdly  22.  The  bill  to  provide  for  claims  for  losses 
of  property  under  military  operations  in  Florida  was 
j  put  to  its  'bird  reading,  and  passed  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
20,  nays  16 


Mr.  E::ans,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  naval  service  for  t!ie  year  1842, 
as  returned  from  the  house  of  representatives  with 
certain  amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  se- 
nate, and  with  disagreeing  votes  to  others,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  con'jidered  the  matter,  and 
had  instructed  him  to  recommend  an  adherence  to 
the  amendments  of  the  senate,  and  a  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  house;  and  also  to  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  confe- 
rence. 

-Mr.  Crittenden  intimated  a  desire  to  debate  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  moved  an  adjournment; 
which  motion  was  agreed  lo,  and  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed till  Monday. 

JuLT  25.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut  upon  the  9ul>- 
ject  of  distribution,  the  bankrupt  law,  and  the  West 
Point  academy.  The  resolutions  are  against  all  these 
objects,  and  in  favor  of  cash  payments  and  discrimi- 
nating duties.     The  resolutions  were  read   and  laid 


Mr.  Buchanan  intimated  to  Mr.  .Merrick  that  it  I  "P""  "'^  ''''''^• 
would  be  belter  to  let  the  bill  lie  over  until  the  next  I  .  ■'"r._Ca//imm  presented  i 
session.  If  it  were  persisted  in  now,  the  result  would 
only  be  a  useless  sacrifice  of  precious  time,  to  the 
entire  defeat  of  the  private  calendar.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  bill  contemplated  an  entire  new  code  of 
laus  for  the  post  otTice  department.  I 

■"      "\n-icA:  defended  the  bill  with  zeal,  denying  '  ni"^?^"  ';'^'="" - 
that  it  was  a  new  code  of  laws,  or  any  thing  like  it.  I  '^^°°]'-  Creek,  was  considered  and  disposed  of  tern- 


memorial  from  Charles- 
town,  Mass.,  praying  that  the  law  allowing  a  draw- 
back on  rum  may  be  repealed. 

The  vote  upon  the  post  office  bill,  ordered  to  an 
engrossment  on  Saturday,  was  reconsidered  ot  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Lin7i.     The  subject  was  then  postponed. 


Mr.  Jlcrrick  defended  the  bill  with  zeal,  denying  '      J^^  ^"  elating  to  the  treaty  under  the  Dancin, 

w  code  of  laws,  or  any  thing  like  it.  |  "•^°''|J  ^ 
Mr.  Biichiinan  was  of  opinion   that  if  the  senator    P''[^ri.y, 


from  Maryland  insisted  on  proceeding  with  the  bill, '  Several  private  bills  were  considered  and  ordered 
they  might  bid  farewell  to  all  the  business  on  the  ca-  j  '°  *  '"'™  reading. 

lendar;  and  he  should  be  mistaken  indeed  if  the  2d  :  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  the  revenue  hill  was 
section  did  not  call  down  the  heaviest  denunciations  '  called  up  by  Mr.  Evans,  and  its  principles  delended 
from  the  press.  He  thought  that  editors  could  not  I  upon  general  grounds.  Mr.  E.  showed  that  more 
and  would  not  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  that!  revenue  was  necessary  than  we  had  under  late  laws, 
clause.  1  or  existing  ones,  supposing  them  to  be  in  force;  also, 

Mr.  Mtirick  insisted  that  it  was  as  easy  for  editors  |  fhat  the  bill  under  consideration  was  a  revenue  mea- 
to  comply  with  the  requisition  as   to  make  an  enve-   sure,  and   finally  that  it  would  give  the  revenue  re- 


lope  for  their  papers.     In  order  to  show  the  abuses 
I  under  the  present  system,  he  took  from  his  drawer  a 
I  sheet  large  enough  for  an  ordinnry  bed  quilt,  and  ex- 
i  hibited  it  as  a  paper  which  was 
!  of  postage  through  the  country 


quired.     That  we  had  for  six  years   past  expended 

forty-six  millions  of  dollars  more  than   our  income; 

that  we  were  getting  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt  ev&- 

t  at  the  usual  rate  ''  ry  year;  that  it  was  a  doubtful    matter  whether  wo 

It  appeared  to  be  \  were   now  collecting   any  revenue;  that   confidence 


a  Brother  Jonathan  or  a  New  World.]  j  and  credit  were  destroyed,  and  money  gone;  that  the 

Mr.  itVrie?' denounced  the  bill  as  one  of  the  most !  appropriations  for  the  navy  and  army  had  not  yet 
extraordinary  he  had  ever  seen.  It  contemplated  I  been  pas.sed;  and  that  if  the  bills  were  this  day  b»- 
entire  changes  in  the  whole  post  office  regulations, '  yond  the  legislative  control,  the  tre;»sury  had  not  the 
and  said  that,  if  it  passed  in  its  present  shape,  it  i  means  of  making  payment.  The  peculiarity  of  the 
would  destroy  the  efiiciency  of  the  department.  times  was  also  considered  and  illustrated   with  the 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  it  was  evident,  from  the  sheet '  times  when  the  several  revenue  measures  were  pass- 


exhibited,  that  some  legislation  was  necessary  to  coi^ 
rect  so  llagrant  an  abuse. 

Mr.  Li/nisaid  if  the  senator  from  Maryland  would 
bring  in  a  bill  confining  itself  to  such  abuses  as  were 
manii"nst  to  all,  it  might  be  passed  at  the  present 
session  through  both  houses;  but  it  must  be  apparent 
to  every  one  that  the  present  bill  could  not  be  passed. 


The  tariffs  of  '14,  '16,  '28,  '32  and  '33,  were 
all  cited  to  shew  that  in  all  the  varied  domestic  re- 
lations of  the  country  the  present  circumstances 
were  peculiar. 

Mr.  Ecatis  barely  alluded  to  the  distribution  ques- 
tion in  the  discussion,  and  said  nothing  more  than, 

ufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  andcIo»- 


and  tliat  it  would  take  up  the  time  of  the  senate  to  '  ed  at  3  o'clock.     The'hiU  was   then  laid  aside  until 

the  exclusion  of  the  whole  printed  calendar.  to  morrow,  and  the  senate  then  took  up  the  hill  from 

Mr.  jUm-tcfcsaid  that  the  senate  could  strike  out   the  house,  renulating  bail  under   mesne   process  in 


such  parts  as  were  objectionable. 

Mr.  Linn  insisted  that  every  section  would  be  then 
debated,  and  the  only  course  would  be  the  one  he 
liod  sug.gested,  to  limit  the  bill  to  present  abuses. 

Mr.  Cii/Zioim  then  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  23.  The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  re- 
ceived from  the  house,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  finance. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  reduction  of  postage,  the 
use  and  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege  was  taken 
up,  amended  in  several  particulars,  aud  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 


SENATE. 

July  21.  The  president  presented  from  the  trea- 
sury department  an  annual  statement  of  commerce 
and  i.avigation. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  four  memorials  from  Flori- 
da, asking  admission  into  the  Union. 


»  The  proctedings  were  held  in  Llrhiinna.  June  27, 1842, 
T.  W.  Fiiunlleroy,  presiding.  A  conimiuee  of  which  E. 
T.  Mon  airue  was  llie  first  named,  leporied  resolutions, 
against  discriminating  duties,  in  favor  of  the  ad  valorem 
principle,  against  resirictiun.s,  appealiim  to  Gen.  W.  11 
Harrison's  pledges  as  an  earnesi  that  if  elected  he  would 
oppose  a  taritT  and  rcgre  ling  their  re'pudiution  by  n  ma- 
jority of  the  pnriy  since  his  election.  The  lollowing  let- 
ter w!is  relijrred  lo  as  .susi.-iiniiig  tlitin: 

Zancseille.  NorcmbvT  2,  1S36. 

Gektt.f.men;  I  had  ihe  hoimr  iliis  inomenl  lu  receive 
your  conimunicaiion  of  yesieidiy.  1  \e^\T\  that  my  re- 
iniirks  111  yesterday  were  inisundcrsi.iud  in  relahnii  n. 
tlie  tariff'  system.  'What  1  iiieaiu  tn  nmvey  was,  that  I 
HAD  been  a  warm  advocate  fur  I'lat  .■;sieiii  upon  its  fir.si 
adopiiun — iliat  I  siill  believed  in  the  henefiis  it  had  con 
ferred  up m  the  coiiniiy— lint  I  eeriainly  never  had,  nor 
never  uoiild  have,  any  ideii  i.f  reviving  it.  What  Isnid 
was  thai  1  would  nil  ayrie  to  ihe  repeal  asil  noiCWands. 
In  other  words,  1  am  fur  supporting  the  coinpiomise  act, 
and  never  will  agice  to  its  being  aliered  or  repealed. 

In  relnii.m  to  ihe  internal  improvement  system,  I  re- 
fer you  fiir  my  seminients,  to  my  letter  tn  the  lion.  Slier- 
rod  Wilhams.  \VM.  O.H.ARRISON. 

Messrs.  nmUr,  Taylor,  and  o-:hcrs. 


the  District  of  Columbia.  This  bill  was  discussed 
at  some  length  by  Messrs.  Berrien,  JValker,  Conrad, 
Preston,  Sevier,  Phelps,  and  others,  when,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Bat^hij,  the  senate  adjourned. 

July  26.  JMr.  Choale  presented  three  meinorials 
in  reference  to  drawback.  Two  were  in  favor  of 
the  repeal  of  the  bounty  on  wine  exported,  and  one 
in  favor  of  it. 

The  bill  relating  to  tfie  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  was 
taken  up.  The  bill  was  debated  and  passed  over  for 
the  day. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  regulation  of  mesne  pro- 
cess in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up  and 
passed. 

The  impost  bill  came  up  as  the  special  order  at 
one  o'clock. 

Mr.  fVoodbury,  of  N.  H.  opposed  the  bill,  and  re- 
plied to  the  senator  from  Maine  who  had  yesterday 
defended  it.  iMr.  H'oodbmy  ohjerled  to  the  bill  in 
all  its  parts  He  was  opposed  to  the  manner  of  rais- 
ing revenue  pointed  out  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
and  the  extent  of  revenue  which  it  proposed  to  raise. 
He  contended  that  the  bill  called  for  millions  more 
than  were  necessary — seven  millions  without  the 
lands  and  three  millions  with  them.  He  would 
have  whatever  was  taxed  6(J  cents  brought  dowa  to 
4U,  and  so  on  through  all  its  provisions.  The  bill 
was  called  one  of  revenue,  but  it  was  argued  by  the 
senator  from  N.  H.  that  the  bill  was  not  one  of  re- 
venue but  one  of  manufactures.  Mr.  W.  was  will- 
ing to  go  fur  no  more  than  20  or  25  per  cent,  in  the 
way  of  taxation.  Here  he  would  stop,  and  of  course 
upon  the  ground  that  in  his  opinion,  this  rate  of  duty 
would  raise  a  revenue  idequute  to  the  expenditures 
of  the  government.  Mi.  Vv.  commented  at  ienglb 
upon  the  general  principles  of  economy  and  retrench 
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ment,  and  assumed  as  a  standard  of  expenditure  for 
this  £dminif.lration,  seventesii  ar  twenty  nillions  of 
doilars.  and  the  Dppiieatior.  of  iand  to' the  general 
expendiUire.  This  for  the  extent  of  expenditure  he 
prusiiii.cd  -I'O'jIrl  make  I'-,  ?n|yi-r  twenty-five-  mi f 
h'  IS  c  .-  iu^q  ,3ic  t.;  :iie  uanis  of  the  govcrnmerit. 
He  would  do  nothing  for  proteclion.  Mr.  W.  dwell 
at  length  upon  tl^  advantages  of  the  English  system 
of  taxation,  &c. 

Mr.  Ei'ajis  briefly  replied  to  the  positions  laid 
down  by  Mr.  '.V. 

Mr  If'oodbury  rejoined,  and  then  on  motion,  the 
senate  adjourned. 

July  21.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  claims  arising  under  the  14lh  and  19th  aiti'-les  of 
the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

The  bill  relating  to  changes  in  the  post  office  laws 
was  discussed  at  some  length.  The  first  section  of 
the  bill  was  stricken  out,  which  related  to  a  change 
in  the  prices  of  postage.  The  section  relatinglo 
the  standard  size  for  newspapers  was  so  amended  as 
to  read  "fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  square  inches," 
iiisteart  of  thirteen  hundred  and  seven,  as  in  the  ori- 
ginal bill.  The  clause  forbidding  private  expresses 
remains.  The  bill,  in  this  shape,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  subsequently  passed. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up,  and  the 
senate    receded    from  its  amendment   increasing  the 


ving  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  Missouri,  Missis- 
sippi, and  a!!  oth!'"  princir--'  -'  -  ■■  "  ■  • 
States.              ' 

Ml-.    Wnhi'.s  a^l:  :r!  if   it    ■ 


amend  bv  ad>!i:; 

The  bill  « ith^ 

twice  and  rel'erre 


a!   rivers   of  the   United 

ii'd   not  be   in  cider  to 


UDp'.scI  ainendnieni  was  read 
-  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Fillmore  reported  a  bill  making  appropriation 
for  the  continuance  of  the  Cumberland  road  through 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Indiana;  also,  for  the 
construction  of  (-ertain  harbors.  Read  twice  and  re- 
(Vrred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Mnson,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  without  amendment,  the  senate 
bill,  which  provides  that  in  the  payment  of  foreign 
ministers  and  agents,  the  value  of  the  pound  sterling 
shall  always  be  computed  at  §4  84.  It  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Maso7>  also  reported  a  resolution  directing  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means  to  consider  the  expe 
diency  of  reporting  a  hill  altering  the  law  regulating 
the  meeting  of  congress,  so  that  the  sessions  shall 
commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  November;  also 
that  after  any   session    shall    have   extended   to  six 


iimittee  of 


months,  the  pay  of  meiubers  for  the  residue  of  such    L°fl"°"'  ^^  «-ould  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
session  shall  be  $6  per  day  only.  '^'^  1°  ^  sentence  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  of  the 


session  shall  be  $6  per  day  only. 

Mr.  Wise  objected,  and  the  resolution  was  not  re 
ceived. 

Mr.  .Irnold  said  the  committee  were  robbing  him 


The  house  then  resolved  itself  into 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  'he  Uri-'"  ( 
of  North  Carolina,  in   iiie   -hair  )   •  ■  , g 

^-■ns-.ierstian  of  the  bill  maklnj'  a,  ...,,  ,_•.  '.,  .'or 
liis  naval  service,  which  had  been  returned  from  the 
senate  with  Pmendments. 

Mr.  Caruthers  arose  and  said,  that  the  question 
was,  was  the  house  right  in  striking  out  §400,000  for 
the  personnel  of  the  navy,  or  was  the  senate 'right  in 
retaining  it.>  Mr.  C.  saw  no  new  light  to  show  the 
impropriety  or  impolicy  of  the  action  of  the  house 
and  he  would  adhere  to  that  action.  Mr.  G.  then  rcl 
plied  at  length  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Cih/iijis-.  and 
adverted  to  Tennessee's  having  hut  me  appointment 
of  midsliipman.  while  the  local  attachments  of  Mr. 
Tyler  and  Mr.  Upshur  were  showering  them  u'poii 
their  own  friends. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Khig  next  arose  and  addressed  the  house 
and  argued  that  it  was  the  policy  of  England  to  in- 
stigate Mexico  to  hostility  with  the  U.  States,  in  or- 
der to  arm  the  privateers  of  the  world  under  the 
Mexican  flag  against  our  commercial  marine,  and 
thus  destroy  our  maritime  greatness.  To  sustain  his 
positions  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 


-  -'-  .-  >.  ...   -■*!../,. MCI 3UU  ui   iiie 

1st  June,  1816,  congratulating  a   friend  on  the  resto- 


item    for    tho    pay    of    oflicers    and    seamen  from    ^^  ^^  ^^<^  taken  up  the  subject. 

Mr.   Barnard,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  at- 
tempted to   make  a  report  relative  to  the  collection 


(}2,335.0U0  to  $2,800,000,  and  insisted  on  one  or  two 
other  a.nendnients,  and  receded  from  the  remainder. , 

A  committee  of  conference  was  appointed   on  the  I  "^  duties  on 
part  of  the  senate,  named  Ijy  the  chair,  to  consist  of 
Messrs.  Evans,  Bayard,  and  King. 

The  taritf  bill  then  came  up,  and  Mr.  Evans  ad- 
dressed the  senate  at  very  considerable  length,  and 
the  debate  was  further  kept  up  between  Mr.  ff'ocd- 
bury  and  Mr.  Simmons;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Berrien,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  and,  aftersome  time  spent  there- 
in, adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESRXTATIVES. 
Thdrsdat,  July  21.     A  resolution  reported  some 
months  ago,  I'rom  the  judiciary  committee,  declaring 
it  inexpedient  to  include  corporations  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bankrupt  law  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  argued  in  favor  of  including  corpor- 
ations in  the  bill,  and  the  injustice  of  subjecting  iji- 
dividuals  tu  a  lav; ,' while  associations  of  individ"uals 
acted  as  they  pleased  with  impunity.  He  argued 
that  It  IS  the  duty  of  congress  to  exercise  its  consti- 
tutional power  of  regulating  the  value  of  money  to 
prevent  theexercise  of  power  by  the  banks,  by  which 
th'j  value  of  that  money  is  perpetually  changing;  and 
contended  that  the  term  -monev"  was  intended  by 
Iheframersof  the  conslil  .lion  to  include  paper  as 
w-ell  as  gold  and  silver.  The  constitution  declares 
that  no  state  shall  issue  bills  of  credit.  The  provis 
sion,  he  argued,  was  for  the  purpose  of  hreakin.^  up 
the  continental  currency,  by  which,  the  same  as  at 
present,  the  uniform  value  of  money  was  broken  up. 
Ihis  provision  was  inserted  to  prevent  a  state  of 
things  like  the  present,  and  lo  make  money  of  what- 
ever description,  of  the  same  value  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places.  Mr.  R.  then  referred  to  the  recent  his- 
tory ol  the  banking  operations,  to  shew  the  great 
fluctuation  in  the  value  of  paper  .noney,  and  asked 
If  congress  could  be  said  to  be  "regulating  the  com- 
merce and  the  currency"  of  the  country,  while  they 
permit  such  disorders  as  these.  He  next  shewed  the 
disastrous  results  of  this  irregularity  in  the  currency 
on  trade  and  commerce,  and  concluded  by  repeatim' 
that  he  desired  a  vote  of  the  house  on  the  subject" 
and  with  a  view  of  testing  the  question,  he  offered  a' 
resolution  providing  for  the  re-committal  of  the  re- 
port and  resolution  of  the  judiciary  committee  with 
instructions  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  congress 
a  bill  including  monied  corporations  in  the  act 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  of  Mr  R 
on  the  table.  The  vote  was  yeas  67,  nays  103  '  So 
the  motion  was  rejected. 

_  Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  the  previous  question,  think- 
ing that  Its  effect  would  be  to  bring  the  house  to  a 
direct  vote  on  his  resolution  of  instructions.  The 
motion  being  seconded,  the  speaker  said  it  thereby 
cut  off  the  "instructions,"  and  brought  the  house  to  a 
vote  on  the  resolution  reported  from  the  indiciarv 
comtnittee,  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  include  cor- 
porations. 

Mr.. irnold  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble. The  motion  failed.  Yeas  77  nays  103 
>,iJv?iT™;i!°  ''°."''  "°"  '="^Pi>-«d.  Mr.  Arnold  sent 
^hlni  1  i*""  ""^'i"^'"'--  °!  'he  pay  of  members  to 
Se  th  I  ^"^f""'^''  ".^  reference  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole.     Its  reception  was  objected  to 

Mr. /n«n  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, reported  a  bill  making  appr opriatioo  for  impro- 


ports,  but  the  reception  of  it  was  ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.   JVisc. 
Mr.  Fillmore  observed  that  much  inconvenience  has 


rat 

"Our  maxim,  however,  should  be  not  to  intermed- 
dle in  the  affairs  of  Europe;  to  consider  ourselves  as 
belonging  to  an  American  system,  distinct  from  the 
European  in  its  interests  and  objects;  connected  with 
their  commerce,  but  not  with  their  quarrels.  But 
whether  England  will  permit  us  to  be  clear  of  their 

..„,o„.o„,.„„a»    ■'^■'"'"Sf  the  doubt.     Governed  by  common  sense,  she 

been  experienced  from  the  delay  on  the   naval  an-  '  7,      e  ''^  but  governed  by  her  merchants,  the  in- 
propriation  bill;  he  therefore  moved  that  it  be  taken        m     I^   h  u"    1°"  T''?'  sacrificed  to  theirs." 
up,  and   that  all  debate  on   the  senate   amendments      r  ,1  .       '-"         o"""?  f  P^'"Phlet  written  by  one 

thereto,  shall  cease  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow.     The  '  ?Ll     1?^\  e'n'n^n'  British  merchants,  published  in 
resolution  was  adopted— yeas  90   nays  71  '  -^^  '"'' '°  ''^^'^  °"'  ^  ^^"'^^  extract  from 

Several  private  bills  were  read  and  rclirred,  after '  "•     ^''^  '""''"'  '^^'^ 
v/hich  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  i      ""^e  are  upon  the  verge  of  a  novel  combination 
the  whole,  and  took  up  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  i  °'  commercial  necessities  that  will  altogether  chanee 

The   first  amendment  of  the   senate  was  thatin-l'^®  relation  in -'-->■  --   ■  .  ■..      -  -      - 

creasing   the  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  warrant 


and  other  officers'. 

Mr.  in,5c  having  the  floor,  replied  at  some  length 
to  a  speech  by  Mr.  .ildam'.  the  other  day,  in  which 
the  latter  complained  of  partialitv  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  midshipmen. 


hieh  we  have  hitherto  stood  with 
our  colonies;  we  call  them  necessities  because  they 
will  be  forced  upon  us,  not  from  conviction  of  the 
wisdom  of  such  changes,  but  by  the  irresistible 
march  of  events.  The  new  world  is  destined  to  be- 
come the  arbiter  of  the  commercial  policy  of  the 
old."  And  again:  "It  is  to  the  industry,  the  econo- 
my, and   peaceful  policy  of  America,  and   not  the 


Mr-  lr^s6  said  that  duiMng  his  (Mr.  .4(Zami,)  admin- i;,p-''Ju"/R,:":r  ,rV  -       .,  1 - 

istration  of  the  government,  327  midshipmen  had^^r.^h  ,  '^"""^,' "'^' "y  f.'="''-''"i^nand  politici„.,. 
been  appointed,  and  of  these  111  were  from  Vir- '  f  jr-'''"f^'',™S'it '"direct  their  most  anxious 
gmia,  Maryland  and  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Ik  "' '^J'' "">'*'?'''''"'' """'J '*'*' ^fo'-'^  °f  bar- 
intimated  that  the  policy  which  governed  him'  was  I  ,  T"  -''''!i'  c  ,P""'"  """^  g'-^atness  of  Eng- 
sufficiently  intelligible,  and  proceeded  from  ,„  e^! ' '^"'' "^^  |"  ^^nger  of  being  superceded;  yes,  by  the 
pectation  or  desire  of  re-election  to  power.     But  in  i  ITwvT    I  ""''"■V^  America    shall  we,  in    all  pro- 

gard  to  Virginia,  the  gentlemen  could  not  have  got  ^''^'"^'-''^  P'^^'""  s«™"d  -n  the  rank  of  nations." 
her  vote  iiad  he  given  her  even  all  the  anpointmen  '  l^''  /^-  '>'"«'"'•<=.  "rged  that  ,t  would  be  a  wise 
his  control.  "The  gentlcn^an  was  ever  S  iTy  in  i  "'"'l'^  have  now  a  vvar  establishment  of  officers 
stirring  up  the  abolition  interest  in  the  country  i  """I"  "'"^  '"aintamed  that  our  true  policy  was  to 
which  was  another  source  of  the  complaints  of  Vir-Pr  '''.  "'"^  "''I''"'  '"  ""'''  of  peace  as  we 
ginia  influence.  Mr.  W.  next  adverted  to"  some  of!  ?S^  Tf'jL'^  .  sT"'-  -  '".""l"  '°  ''''P'^^  "'^ 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  MerriwMn;  and    then    those  of  f-  "a'^'  officersin  the  last  war  Mr-  K. 

Mr.  iJroum,  and  defended  the  apprentice  system  a  !  T'  '"",T'.°,'"^  *°-''^"^  ^'T  "  '''ble  when  he  was 
established  in  the  navy.  ^  stopped  by  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  said   he  would   not  vole  against     .  '^^'^   committee  then  in  pursuance  of' the   resolu- 
the  amendment.     It  had  been  pretended  that  the  pre-,    '°"    adopted  yesterday    proceeded    to  vote  on    the 
sidentand  the  senate  were  to  take  the   whole  charge    amendments  pending  or  to  be  offered, 
of  the  management  of  the   navy,  aud   that  the  sole!      '^'^^  ''''°*  question  was  on    concurring  with  the  se- 
buamess  of  the  house  was  to  make   the  appropria-t  "*'■'' a""'"''™""' ""^^asing  the  appropriation  for  the 
tions  they  should    require.     Mr.  J.  resisted  this  doc- '  /"■"""««'  of  the  navy  by  the  sum  of  $470,000. 
trine  with  indignation.     He  thought  a   fleet  in  the  i      By  ayes  66,  noes  89,  it  was  non-concurred  in 
Mediterranean  was  of  no  more  service  in  protecting        The  next  question  was  on  concurrin-'  with  these 
our  rights  than  would  be  a   frigate  in  St.  George's   nate  in  striking  out  the  following  provrso  in  the  ori. 
channel,  and  was  unwilling  to  render  the  navy  un-iginal  bill:  '    m  me  on 

popular  by  boundless  extravagancies.  Provided,  That,  till  otherwise  ordered  by  con-ress 

Mr  tiistnng  next  addressed  the  house  and  advo-  "o  part  of  this,  or  any  future  or  existin-  apDronria- 
cated  the  amendment.  He  maintained  that  the  pre-  j  'ion,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  officers 
sidcnt  had  the  right  to  nominate  as   many  officers  as  i  in    the    navy  annninteH    afto.-  t"i,;=    a^,„   v,_..__j'.l_ 


he  pleased  unless  restrained  bv  law,  and  as  he  bad 
acted  according  to  the  law  o'f  the  land  gentlemen 
should  not  refuse  to  pay  the  debts  of  government. 

Mr.  Carulliers  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  on  mo- 
tion, the  house  ailjourncd. 

Feidat,  July  22.  Mr.  Botts  rose  and  said  he  had 
received  a  petition,  which  he  had  been  requested  to 
present,  signed  by  a  number,  aud  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed, of  persons  of  the  first  respectability  in  the 
town  of  Wetumpka,  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  pray- 
ing congress  to  adopt  a  resolution  calling  on  the  act- 
ing president  to  resign  his  office,  aud,  in  the  event  of 
his  refusal,  to  bring  forward  articles  of  impeach- 
ment against  him.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  at  some  loss 
to  determine  what  direction  should  be  given  to  the 
petition,  but  he  supposed,  for  the  present,  it  had  as 
well  lie  oq  the  table  and  wajt  for  company.  There 
would  be  a  plenty  of  the  same  kind  after  a  while. 

No  objection  having  been  made,  the  petition  was 
received  and  laid  on  ttie  table, 


'  --  -,  r-..^-  —  .,.,..    |jaj  iiic;iiL  t»i  any  omcers 

in  the  navy  appointed  after  this  date,  beyond  the 
number  in  each  grade  on  the  first  day  of  January 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one;  and  that 
the  excess  now  in  the  service  beyond  that  number 
shall  be  reduced  as  fast  as  deaths,  resignations  and 
promotions  will  admit." 

And  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
Promded,  That,  till  otherwise  ordered  by  congress 
the  officers  of  the  navy  shall  not  be  increased  be- 
yond the  number,  in  the  respective  grades,  that  may 
exist  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  congress 
nor  of  midshipmen,  beyond  the  number  now  in  ser- 
vice. And  all  vacancies  of  midshipmen,  when  fill- 
ed, shall  be  supplied  from  states,  territories,  and  the 
District  ot  Columbia,  which  at  the  time  shall  not 
have  their  due  proportion  of  midshipmen,  having  re- 
gard to  federal  numbers  in  the  service,  provided  sui- 
table applications  are  made  for  the  same.'' 

Mr.  Stade  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
senate  by  striking  out  the  words  "having  regard  to 
federal  numbers."    Reiected. 
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Mr    idams  moved  to  amend  the  amend.nent  of  the    pajing  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and  that  a  reduction 

Mr.  '*'''''''V^°"'°  '",  ■  ^„  .,  ..fejerai  numbers"     n  its  amount  would  not  be  any  savmg  of  the  publir 

senae  by  addmg  after  the  words    'f  "^f '  y"'"^^^^^^     I  monev,  but   would  only  delay  its  payment  to  those 

(as  Ihe  reporter  »"<^"'*^°°^l'^l^Zi''  .„ !,  "     Rel !  who  had  a  just  claim  to  receive  it.'   The  department 

seamen,  and   marmes,  apprentice,  and   bojs.       Ke  f,,,.^,  J^j  ^„  ,^,i^,t,  of  „l,,t  would  be  needed 


iecled.  ,  j        «    f 

Mr  Bimiell  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  ol 
the  senate  by  adding  a  proviso  that  boys  enlisted  in 
the  naval  service,  under  the  act  heretofore  passed, 
and  found  competent  on  examination  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  midshipmen,  should  be  pro- 
moted to  fill  such  vacancies  as  might  occur  in  the  na- 
val service.  ,  .  , 
Mr  Wise  submitted  that  the  amendment  was  not 
in  order,  on  the  ground  that  it  altered  and  modified 
an  existing  permanent  law.  . 
The  c/i(iiniiiiii  decided  that  the  amendment  was  in 

"^A^nd  the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  stood:  ayes 
62,  noes  76. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected.  .       u-  i, 

Mr.  Sldde  desired  to  move  an  amendment,  which, 
he  said  would  carry  its  own  explanation  on  its  face, 
lie  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  se- 
nate by  striking  out  the  words  "federal  numbers" 
and  inserting  the  words  "free  population;"  so  that 
the  proviso  would  read  "having  regard  to  free  po- 


I 

pulation."  , 

1 A  voice,  "that  shuts  out  the  nigjers.   J 
And  the  question  being  taken  (by  tellers)  the  athr- 
malive  vote  stood  ten,  the  negative  not  counted. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on  con- 
curring in  the  amendment  of  the  senate. 
The  vote  stood:  ayes  46,  noes  not  counted 
So  the  amendment  of  the  senate  was  non-concurred 

'"'The  next  amendment  of  the  senate  is  in  the  fol- 
low ing  words:  . 

"Except  in  payment  for  materials  previously  con- 
tracted  for  and  yet  to  be  delivered." 

The  amendment  was  concuiTfii  m.       .     .     .     „, 

The  next  amendment  of  the  senate  is  in  the  lol- 
lowing  words:  ^  ^. 

".«  provided  also,  That  the  secretary  of  the  na- 
vv  may  in  his  discretion,  apply  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  hereby  appro- 
priated, and  any  balance  of  former  appropriations, 
for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
York,  to  the  construction  of  a  floating  dock,  at  the 
same  place." 

Mr  Fillmore  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  the  words,  "if  in  his  opinion  such  floating 
dock  will   supercede  the  necessity  of  a  dry  dock. 

°The  amendment  of  the  senate  as  amended  was 
then  concurred  in;  but  by  what  vote  the  reporter 
could  not  hear.  .    .  ,  . 

The  next  amendment  of  the  senate  purposes  to 
amend  the  following  item: 

"No  13  For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs 
of  the  navy  yard  near  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  for  a 
naval  constructor  at  said  place,  thirty-five  thousar.n 
three  hundred  dollars."     To  read  as  follows: 

"No  13  For  improvement  and  necessary  repair 
of  the  navy  yard  near  Pensacola,  Florida,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars."  j        ,  u 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment,  by 
aves  53,  noes  74,  was  non-concurred  in. 

ITIie  speaker  received  a  message  in  writing  Irom 
the  president  of  the  United  States.  The  chairman 
then  resumed  the  chair.]  . 

The  next  amendment  of  the   senate  appropriating 
M  395   for  survey  of  Nantucket  shoals,  an  appropr 
ati'.  n  o'f  $7,365,  t"  —".p..  i 
recaptured  Africi 
creased   on   moti' 


for  paying  the  services  which  had  already  been,  or 
soon  would  be  rendered.  The  reduction  of  the  ap- 
propriation below  this  amount  would  not  save  any 
thing,  because  the  money  must  be  paid;  it  would  only 
have  the  eftect  of  embarrassing  the  navy  department 
in  meeting  just  claims  upon  it. 

Mr.  .Idams  then  remarked  he  should  now  confine 
himself  to  some  remarks  having  reference  to  what 
had  passed  yesterday  in  committee  of  the  whole  in 
which  Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  IVise)  a.s 
he  was  accustomed  to  do  had  thought  himself  justi- 
fied in  making  a  personal  attack  on  him. 

Mr.  Wise  arose  to  inquire  if  it  was  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  reply  in  house  to  a  speech  made  in 
committee.  He  would  not  object  thereto,  if  he  was 
also  allowed  the  liberty  of  reply. 

The  chair  replied  that  it  was  not  in  order. 
Mr.  .Idams  then  put  a  contingent  case  and  suppos- 
ed certain  charges  to  be  made  against  him  by  "a  de- 
mon of  hell"  and  proceeded  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wise  in 
a  strain  of  remarkscharacterised  with  indignation  and 
argued  that  the  excess  of  midshipmen's  appointments 
given  in  his  administration  to  Virginia  might  have 
been  accounted  for  in  two  ways,  if  it  had  happened 
by  his  own  agency.  The  first  of  the  two  modes  of 
accounting  for  it  was  such  as  would  naturally  occu 
to  base  hearts  and  low  minds  and  it  would  by  such 
accordingly  be  imputed  to  abolition  and  personal 
ambition  on  his  part.  Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  state 
that  the  various  appointments  had  been  made  by  the 
departments  without  any  agency  whatever  therewith 
on  his  part;  and  moreover  of  Ihe  sixty-eight  captains 
and  commanders  now  in  service,  not  one  had  receiv- 
ed his  appointment  as  midshipman  in  his  (.Mr.  .\'s.) 
administration,  and  but  few  indeed  of  those  who  arc 
now  lieutenants.  Mr.  A.  never  had  enquired  from 
what  state  the  appointments  were  made,  when  he 
was  president.  It  was  a  matter  of  indifference  with 
him.  All  he  should  say  in  regard  to  the  imputation 
that  he  was  actuated  by  views  of  abolition,  was  this, 
that  it  was  a  charge  he  thoroughly  dispised  and  as 
false  as  the  heart  from  which  it  proceeded. 

Mr.  BiOTir// next  addressed  the  committee  and  de 
fended  the  policy  propriety  and  justice  of  placing 
the  so  called  apprentices  on  a  system  of  perfect 
equality  to  privileges  of  advancement  in   rank  with  | 


the  "gentlemen"  of  the  navy.  The  fault  of  their 
being  kept  in  degradation  was  not  in  the  law  as 
adopted  by  congress  but  in  the  regulations  of  the  navy 
department. 

Was  this  a  principle  to  be  tolerated  by  that  house? 
Who  did  not  know  that  most  of  its  members  owed 
their  station  in  society  to  their  own  exertions,  which 
had  raised  many  of  them  from  an  humble  origin? — 
How  would  they  feel  if  told  that  that  floor  was  no 
place  for  them;  they  never  could  occupy  it,  they 
never  could  become  "gentlemen"  fit  to  hold  such  a 
station? 

Mr.  B.  apoligised  for  the  warmth  with  which  he 
spoke  from  his  own  location  among  sailors:  they 
were  in  his  heart  of  hearts:  and  if  any  man,  should 
stand  up  to  plead  their  cause,  he  was  that  man.  But 
he  had  been  excited  by  the  facts  of  a  case  which  he 
would  lay  before  the  house,  and  leave  them  to  judge 
of  it.  He  here  detailed  the  case  of  a  lad  by  the 
name  of  Johnson,  who  had  exhibited  at  the  depart- 
ment the  mosthonorable  testimonials  from  more  than 
one  of  his  officers  as  to  his  good  conduct  and  capaci- 
ty, hut  who  had  been  met  by  the  prohibition  in  the 
navy  regulations.  Mr.  B.  commented  on  this  case 
with  a  vehement  indignation. 

He  warmly  eulogized  the  apprenticeship  system  as 
calculated  to  bring  boys  into  the  navy,  not  through 
the  cabin  windows,  by  influence  and  patronage  and 
gentlemanly  connexions,  but  over  the  bows,  by  me- 
rit. It  opened  the  door  to  all,  and  ought  to  be  so 
administered  that  nothing  should  stop  n  boy  of  meri- 
torious character  from  rising  to  be  secretary  of  the 
navy.  The  fault  was  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  re- 
gulations of  the  department.  With  this  treatment 
of  the  apprentices,  Mr.  B.  contrasted  the  manage- 
ment of  the  middies:  showed  that  no  examination 
was  made  of  their  physical  or  moral  condition:  the 
blind,  the  lame,  the  halt,  the  drunken,  the  abandoned, 
might  he  admitted.  The  entire  system  was  a  sys- 
tem of  bold,  naked  favoritism  from  beginning  to 
end. 

Mr.  B.  next  specified  whn 
ritism  than  had  i^-- 


Capitol  and  the  government  itself  go  down.  The  vital 
principle  of  freedom  wtts  equality  of  rights:  if  this  was 
swept  away  liberty  Was  dead. 

Mr.  iriscthen  arose  and  proceeded  to  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  .Idams.  Mr.  W.  said  that  the  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  knew  his  own  motives,  but 
Mr.  W.  could  not  but  think  the  attack  of  the  gentle- 
man on  Virginia  was  not  so  much  to  vindicate  Massa- 
chusetts as  to  waken  and  stir  up  that  fiery  serpent 
which  was  destined  one  day  to  set  this  country 
in  flames.  To  the  remarks  which  he  (Mr.  Wise) 
had  made,  the  gentleman  had  responded  in  his 
usual  strain,  and  gentlemen  had  formed  a  ring 
round  him,  as  they  would  about  a  bull  dog,  to 
hiss  him  on— urging  him  to  that  which  themselves 
dare  not  do,  and  inciting  him  to  still  greater  bitter- 
ness against  one  whom  they  dreaded  as  much  as  they 
hated  him. 

[A  voice.     "Very  modest,  that."] 

The  gentleman  had  not  been  allowed  by  the  rules 
of  order  to  allude  to  Mr.  W.  as  "the  member 
from  Virginia,"  and  he  had  therefore  chosen  to  im- 
agine that  the  remarks  in  committee  had  been  made 
by  a  demon  of  hell.  And  this  came  from  a  venera- 
ble man,  who  ought  to  have  evinced  some  self-re- 
spect, and  whose  age  ought  to  have  admonished  him 
to  more  decency  of  language.  A  man  with  one  foot 
in  the  grave,  and  who  could  say  how  long  the  other 
would  be  kept  out  of  it  by  a  merciful  Providence — a 
man  so  soon  to  appear  before  his  Almighty  Judge.— 
It  was  not  very  surprising,  however,  that  his  imagi- 
nation should  be  haunted  by  visions  of  demons  from 
the  rigions  below,  or  that  he  should  fancy  he  already 
heard  their  attacks  and  accusations.  Some  gentle- 
men said  that  Mr.  W.  ought  not  so  to  reply  to  an  old 
man  like  him;  but  the  house  and  the  country  would 
bear  him  witness  that  that  old  man  had  been  longand 
often  spared  by  him.  He  might  reply  in  the  words 
of  a  greater  than  he.  [Here  Mr.  W,  quoted  the  well 
known  reply  of  Pitt  to  reflections  in  parliament  on 
his  youth]. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the  statements 
he  had  made  were  borne  out  by  the  navy  register  and. 
specified  thereupon  and  concluded  by  stating  that  he 
had  ceased  to  respect  one  who  never  respected  him- 
self, and  that  his  old  age  alone  protected  him  from 
further  attack  than  by  words  alone. 

Mr.  Cli.  Brmon  next  addressed  the  house.  Having 
concluded, 

Mr.  Yorke  moved  the  previous  question. 
And  there  was  a  second. 


th  n  of  «7,365,  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  support 

pcaotured  Africans  and  remove  them  to  Africa  (in- 

reased  on   motion   of  Mr.  FiUmore  at  the  request 

of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  $10,543),  was  then 

'°Mr  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
strikin"  out  tie  item  of  appropriation  for  the  sup 
pression  of  the  slave  trade.  [It  was,  Mr.  A.  said  a 
mockery.]  . 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  amendment  of  the  senate,  as  amended,  was 
concwiTcd  ill.  .  ...        ., 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  Ihe  committee  then 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amendments,  to  the 

'"And  the  question  being  on  concurring  w  illi  the  com- 
mittee in  its  amendments — 

Mr  Ma,ns  expressed  a  wish  to  reply  to  a  personal 
attack  which,  he  said,  had  yesterday  been  made  upon 

'tr.A.saidliis  purpose   in  /;;i^->^J^rrth:lM;^^- 

was  to  urge  it  to  non-concur   in   '"^  .    ,i,„— • 

commitleeof  the  whole,  aad  to  coac^lC  m' 

amcndinent  of  the  bill.  ' '"' '"'^  s   such  „  ,j,„„,„  „,  narro.-v  siaic  ,„,,...---  ,,;,i„,q 

Kas  that  the  appreciation  was  ..,  ^"^JS^;^  ^-^-:  ^^^^   ^^^tXt^\^ 


And  the  main  question  (on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  as  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee) was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

And  the  first  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  of  the  senate: 

Appropriating  the  sum  of  "two  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars"  for  the  pay  of  commission, 
warrant  and  petty  ofiicers  and  seamen,  instead  of 
"two  million  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars,"  as  provided  in  the  bill  as  it  had  passed  the 
house. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered;  and  on 
being  taken,  were:  yeas  79,  nays  105. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  senate  was  non  concuirei 
ill. 

The  next  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  of  the  senate: 

Strike  out  the  proviso  in  the  house  bill  in  these 
words; 

Provided,  That,  till  otherwise  ordered  by  congress, 
no  part  of  this,  or  any  future  or  existing  appropria- 
tion, shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  officers 
in  the  navy  appointed  after  this  date,  beyond  the 
number  in  each  grade  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one;  and  that 
the  excess  now  in  the  service  beyond  that  number 
shall  be  reduced  as  fast  as  deaths,  resignations  and 
promotions  will  admit. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following: 
Provided,  That,  till  otherwise  ordered  by  congress, 
the  officers  of  the  navy  shall  not  be  increased  beyond 
the  number  in  the  respective  grades  that  may  exist 
at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  congress,  nor  of 
midshipmen,  beyond  the  number  now  in  service. — 
And  all  vacancies  of  midshipmen,  when  filled,  shall 
be  supplied  from  states,  territories  and  District  of 
Columbia,  which  at  the  time  shall  not  have  their  due 
proportion  of  midslil-.inen,  having  rc'^^J,  to  federal 
nuiube-    -^^   ^j,^  sery_^^^  provided  suitable  applica- 

made  for  the  same.         .      ,  .^dered;  and, 
,as  and  nays  were  _asked  and  ordere, 


0  s;;r^,r:T^;:^?^r,jr;r'Thc  tmrd  amendment  of  the  senate  was  co„cin.,.a 


The  fourth  amendment  Rf  *lie  s.ena,te>,  i^^  amended 
committee,  was  conciiii-cd  t.ii. 
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The  next  qtiestionwas  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
mcnl  of  the  senate  which  proposes  to  amend  item  13, 
?iz: 

"No.  13  Vol  improvement  and  neeessary  repairs 
of  the  navy  yard  near  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  for  a 
naval  constructor  at  said  place,  thirty-five  tliousand 
three  hundred  dollars." 

By  makinv  it  read  as  follows: 

**No.  13.  For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs 
of  the  navy  yard  near  Pensacola,  Florida,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  aslted  and  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  were:  yeas  52,  nays  113. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  senate  was  non  concuired 


law,  designed  to  have  revenue  collected  upon  goods 
which  for  the  want  of  an  existing  law  could  now 
come  in  free  from  duty. 

Mr.  £wre/(,  of  VI.  addressed  the  commillee  and 
stated  in  reference  to  the  recent  treaty  that  he  appre- 
hended fur  special  purpo.scs  that  the  president  did 
not  mean  to  sanction  the  treaty  which  had  been  sign- 
ed by  the  commissioners.  There  is  some  apprehen- 
sion that  this  on  dil  may  prove  a  fact,  and  that  we 
shall  have  ere  long  an  explosion  in  reference  to  the 
treaty. 

Mr.   Holmes  during  the  debate  also  made  an  alia 


The  previous  question   was  then  called  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put,  and  the  bill  ordered  ' 
to  a  third  reading  by  yeas  89,  nays  79. 

The  question  then  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  AJar- 
iluiU  arose  and  spoke  in  opposition  to  it;  after  which 
on  motion;  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  97.  The  following  reports  were 
received  from  committees,  by  unanimous  consent  of 
the  house,  viz: 

Mr.  Slanly,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  senate 


th 


The  other  amendments  of  the 
were  con 


enate  (as  amended) 


sion  to  the  treaty,  and  seemed  to 'think  it  mi^ht  not  I  ""'l"^'','.'''?  "j"" ''^''"'"^  "'^  balance  due  to   Mas. 
be  sanctioned.  i  sachnsetts  tor  disbursements  during  the  late  war  with 

Mr.  Win-f..,  of  Georgia,  continued   the  debate  in  '        f  Bntain,"  reported  the  same   with   an  amend- 
reply  to  Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C.   who   was  for  keeping  i      m''    r  .   r         ., 


fore 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  July  23.  A  motion  made  yesterday  to 
print  an  additional  report  of  Mr.  Steuart,  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of 

the  New  York  custom  house  was  considered.     The  ,  ^ '^™^'y  no' "consummated  as  out  of  place, 
printing  was  ordered  by  84  yeas  to  6G  nays. 

The  house  then  ordered  the  printing  of  the  i 

number  of  documents  upon  the   subject  of  the  t.„„„    .  .  .       -...„. .....o.,..j  „.   ...v.    ^,  a  ,u,e  oi   weeKiy  steamers  between   the   norts  of 

and   commerce  of  the    country.     The   resolution  of  \  case,  and  she^wouMy^ield  every  thing  but  honor  to  se-  |  Havre  and  New  York,  reported  that  the  committee 

^j.g  jjj.  op|„ig„  iiijjf  jjj^j^y  weighty  considerations  re- 


meiit.  -  ..  -^  Imported  the  same  without  amendment.  Read  a  third 

Mr.  Johnsmi,  of  Md.  considered  all  action  in  refer-    '"'ii,.""r'','"'^«"'''aj 

ence  to  rumors  as  premature  and  out  of  place.  J  ■       °      ?.'  f  <*«"■«'  •'■°ni  'ne  committee  on  foreign 

Mr    mim    oflVI.,inP   ^„„=;i„  „i    .1      A  ■         r".''/'"' '"Which  was  referred  the  message  of  the  pre- 

Mr.  Mkn,  of  Maine,  considered   the  discussion  of ,  sident  of  the  United  States  on   the  a41h   ultimo  co- 


the  judiciary  committee  that  it  was  not  expedient  to    cure  the  blessings  of  peace 

include  corporations  in  a  bankrupt  law  was  rejected       The  committee  proceeded  to  vote  upon  concurrence 

113  to  53.  I  in  the  amendments  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Barnard,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  wished  .  Tellers  were  demanded,  and  almost  without  excep- 
to  report  a  temporary  revenue  bill  in  the  form  of  a'  ''ons,  and  by  large  majorities,  the  committee  voted  to 
declaratory  act  as  to  the  laws  now  in  existence.  concur.     The  only  exception  was  upon  two  of  the  14 

The  report  was  in  the  course  of  reading,  when  amendments  of  the  senate.  These  make  payment  for 
Mr.  Cnshing  of  Mass.  interrupted  the  reading  and  |  arrearages  of  §15,000  for  the  preservation  of  public 
demanded  the  orders  of  the  day.  .  property. 

The  chair  decided  that  private  bills  were  the  or- '  '''he  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  senate,  and  the 
der.  A  motion  was  then  made  to  go  into  committee  ,  bouse  next  suspended  the  rules  to  receive  the  bill 
of  the  vi'hole,  and  lost  85  to  84.  fo''  'he  reduction  of  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members 

Mr.  Barnard's  bill  was  then  read,  when  a  conver-  ^  o*" congress— twenty-live  per  cent  being  the  proposed 
sation  arose  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  committee — I  "^^K,?*^''?,"'   ,,     r  rr. 

Mr.  Saunders  contending  tliat  it  was  a  majority  re- i  ,.,',■  '-''■'"'''''  o'  Tennessee,  spoke  in  defence  of  the 
port.     [The  bill  imposes  20  per  cent,  on  the  goods        J;  -  ,,         ,,,,„. 

imported  since  the  30th  of  June,  and  upon  all  which  '      "*  ^^  followed  by   Mr.  Bnggs,  who,  after  some 
shall  be  imported  until  the  act  is  repealed.]  i  [^"'^''l"  «"  'he  importance  of  the  bill,  and   the  in- 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, '  ?fi"<=s' .""^  country  would  feel  in  the  question,  moved 
Mr.  Summers  of  Va    in  tlie  chair  i        rclerence  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 

.The  army  bill  was  taken  up  in  committee,  and  de-  j  '''"®  °^  "'^  ""'°"'  ^""^  ^^at  it  be  printed. 
bate  proceeded.  i      Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  and  Mr.  Wise  gave  notice  of 

Mr.  Gicinii,  of  Miss,  made  a  speech  about  a  ru-' *™^"''"'*'''^.  and  debaied  them;  when,  after  remarks 
mourof  the  treaty  just  divulged  in  reference  to  the  ^y  Mr.  Underwood,  and  some  further  desultory  dis- 
northeastern  boundary,  and  founded  an  argument  cussion,  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  ta- 
Ihereupon  against  reducing  the  army.  i  ble,  which  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays:   103  to  51. 

Mr.    Gilmer,  of  Va.  rebuked   the  allusion   to  this    A"<*  'hen,  pending  a  motion  that  the  bill  be  refused 


matter  at  this  time  as  out  of  pla 
acter. 


e,  and  out  of  char- 


second  reading — that  is,  that  it  be  rejected- 
The  house  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  July  26.     The  bill  to  reduce   the  per 
diem  and  mileage  of  members  of  congress  was  taken 


Mr.  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  more  interested,  replied 
■with  more   spirit  at  this   interference   in  relation  to 

:l  Maine  matters  by  a  distant  representative.  .,„      ti,„         ."    "  ^l" — a-—-  ■■-■—— — 

1       Mr.  Black,  of  Georgia,  sided  ^ith  Mr.  G.rin,„,  and   J'^^e  bin      **  "''  "^°"  ''"'"'*  '""^'"^  °^ 

I  the  house  adjourned  to  get  nd  of  it.  |      ^he  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  upon  the 

Monday,  July  25.     Mr.  Fillmore  of  N.  Y.  intro-   question,  shall  the  bill  be  rejected,  and  the  vote  was  in 
duced  a  resolution  to  stop  all  debate  upon  the  army    'aTOr  of  rejection,  45,  against  it  134. 
bill  to-day  at  one  o'clock.  The  resolution  was  adopted  *      The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
I  by  a  vote  of  91  to  56.  I      Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  contended  that  there  was 

I  Mr.  fiZ/Hiore  moved  that  the  house  go  into  com-  ""Uph  demagoguery  in  this  bill,  and  much  in  the  votes 
t  mittee  of  the  whole.  The  motion  prevailed.  Mr.  which  had  been  given  for  it.  Many  members  who 
Summers  of  Va.  took  the  chair,  and  the  navy  appro-  ■  voted  for  it  were  among  those  most  inattentive  to 
priation  bill  was  resumed.  The  question  pending  'he  business  of  tlie  session  and  most  frequently  ab- 
;  was'upou  concurring  with  the  senate  in  the  proposed  sent.  As  this  question  had  gone  so  far,  and  a  majo- 
I reduction  in  which  the  senate  refused  to  concur.  ■  rity  of  members  had  put  their  names  upon  the  re- 
I  Mr.  Cure  Jo/msoii  was  against  concurrence,  and  ar- !  cord  in  favor  of  it,  he  wished  them  to  a  test  vote 
Igued  that  if  the  reduction  was  not  secured  now,  it  and  to  that  end  moved  the  previous  question. 
would  not  he  secured  at  all.  If  the  house  waited  for  '  "  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  71  to  67,  and  the  debate 
the  committee  to  act  upon  the  bill  from  the  senate  proceeded  upon  the  merits  of  the  question, 
reorganizing  the  army,  they  would  wait  for  a  long  '  Mi'-  Lewis,  of  .Alabama,  said  he  was  in  fa- 
jtime.  j  vor  of  the    bill   because   it  included  a  proposed  re- 

1  Mr.  S(nii;i;,  of  N.  C.  as  chairman  of  the  military  duction  of  the  clerks  in  the  employ  of  the  govern- 
Icomniiltee,  answered   for  the  committee  that  if  the    n>ent. 

ihouse  concurred  with  the  senate,  the  other  bill  would  ^^''-  Fillmore  of  N.  Y.  continued  the  discussion,  and 
be  taken  up.  The  remarks  of  the  member  from  Ten-  '  was  severe  in  his  commentaries  upon  the  abuse  of  the 
'nessee  were  ill-limed  and  unjust.  !  absent  members.  Inattention  he  considered  the  cause 

Mr.  .4i;«m.5  said  he  was  for  adherence  to  the  bill  of  of  '""ch  of  the  evil  which  had  grown  up,  and  ab- 
llhe  house  as  it  went  from  the  house.  He  spoke  at  i  sence  often  compelled  a  mid-day  adjournment  with- 
l;onsiderabIe   length  of  the  revenues,  and  the  condi-'  out  a  quorum. 

■;ion  in  which  they  had  been  placed  by  the  assump- !  The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Giojnn. 
ion  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  president.     He  was  '  of  Mississippi,  against  reduction  of  mileage,  by  Mr 


commend  the  acceptance  of  this' proposal,  and  they 
are  aware  of  none,  except  the  amount  of  expense 
which  It  may  occasion,  which  can  counteract  them; 
and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  reported  to 
this  house  by  the  secretaries  of  slate  and  navy,  at 
thecoinme.ncomeiitof  the  next  session  of  congress, 
a  plan  for  the  establishment  in  concert  with  the  "o- 
vernment  of  France  of  a  line  of  weekly  steamers 
between  the  ports  of  Havre  and  !Vew  York,  together 
with  estimates  of  the  expense  which  may  be  required 
to  carry  the  said  plan  into  effect. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  TUtinghast,  from    tlie  committee  on  the  libra- 
ry, to  which  the  subject  was  referred  on  the  1st  June 
last,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  portrait  of  Columbus,  presented 
by  Arthur  Middleton,  esq,  of  S.  Carolina,  as  signified 
in  his  letter  to  the  speaker  of  this  house,  be  accepted 
and  placed  in  the  library  of  congress;  and  that  the 
thanks  of  this  house  be  tendered  to  the  donor  for  his 
interesting  present. 

Ordered,  That  the  cierk  furnish  Mr.  Middleton  with 
a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Also  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  senate  for  the  relief  of 
Ferdinand  Pettrich,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ^irnoUVs  bill  for  the  reduction  of  salaries,  pay, 
and  mileage,  was  taken  up  and  debated. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  ordering  the  bill  to  its  engrossment — 

Mr.  Camjide//,  ofTennesse,  who  had  the  floor,  went 
into  a  speecli  at  length  in  favor  of  the  general  object 
of  the  bill,  on  condition  that  it  could  be  amended  in 
certain  of  its  provisions.  He  then  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion to  reconsider. 

The  bill  and  various  motions  growing  out  of  it 
were  then  farther  discussed  by  Messrs.  Campbell, 
Shields,  Saltonstall,  Thompson,  Williams,  of  Md.  Fes- 
sendtn,  Houston,  dishing,  Proffit,  and  Sitmson  Mason. 
[A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  An- 
bury Dickens,  esq.  their  secretary,  announcing  the 
passage  of  the  bill  modifying  the  laws  in  relation  to 
postage,  &c.  and  asking  concurrence  therein;  also 
announcing  that  the  senate  had  receded  from  a  por- 
tion, and  insisted  on  others,  of  their  amendments  to 
the  navy  appropriation  bill,  and  requesting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  conference  to  meet  the 
committee  appointed  on  their  part,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Evans,  King  and  Bayard.] 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  original  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  .irnold  to  commit  the  bill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee— 


Further  remarks  were  Submitted  by  Messrs.  Sprigg 
and  Pouvll,  (which  gentlemen  gave  notice  of  certain 
imazed  at  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  president  to  '  Shields, o{  Aiabama,  in  favor  of  reducing  the  pay,  and    I!!^1''"n''''v°,"^  '°  "A''  committee  which  they  intended  to 
exercise  the  law-makhig  power  of  collecting  revenue. !  by  Mr.  Botcne,o(N.  Y.  against  the  bill.  \7°.\  Vrlt-.l        (-""per,  o[  Ga.  Beeson,Jwnes,o(  Pt:nn. 

rhe  thing  was  without  a  parallel,  and  many  exam- 1  The  previous  question  was  again  submitted  by  Mr 
lies  were  cited  to  show  the  effijct  of  an  attempt  to  J  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  and  lost.  The  debate  vvas  fur- 
fxercise  power  in  such  a  high  handed  manner  in  the ,  ther  continued  by  Messrs.  R.  W.  Tliompson  of  Indi- 
iistory  ol  our  government.  ana,  Gordon,  of  New  York,  Broxon,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Mt.. Sdams  alluded  also  to   the  bill  which  was   re-    /.  D.  Joius,  of  Maryland,  Boivne,  of  N.  York  S/iieWs 
torted  from  the  judiciary  coiiimittee  on  Saturday. —  1  Pennsylvani;      ~    "  ---        -  ' 

Phis  bill,  Mr.  ^dams  pronounced  to  be  an  ex  post  facto  [  and  Timiey. 


and  JIcKeon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jlrnold,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  a  di- 
vision. 
So  the  subject  was  at  length   disposed  of  for  the 
„    f.    .  ,.  ,..        „  ,-,.■„  ■    Pi'csent,  t.y  tlie  reference  of  the  bill   to  a  select  com- 

a,  Gwmn,  ol  Miss.  Pope,  of  Ky.  Burnell,    mittee,  to  consist  of  nine  members. 
I     And  the  house  adjourned. 
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The  Geore'etown  I  debts  cnntrnored  hv  them  diirina  the  long  wi 
lihfVP  nf  a  niimherl  preceded.     Great  Briiain.  whirh    i=   burdened 


Hai 


BiXKBCFT   APFC.'CiKTS.      T':^  •lunl-tf  a'.    Uie  Iioriutiti 

disuic:  of  iM-.w  Y..ik,  IS 2,435,  to  I'.ir. 

Bank  items.  To  the  wretched  condition  of  the  Nesv 
Orleans  banlis,  whicli  we  detailed  a  torttiighi  sitice,  we 
are  now  obliged  to  add  a  hke  di=<asirou3  condition  of 
monetary  affairs  at  St.  Louis.  The  place  would  nppeai- 
to  be  without  a  currency.  Their  papers  state  that,  A  1 
ihe  notes  of  the  hanks  which  have  been  in  good  credit, 
are  now  discrediied,  and  not  a  single  bank  note  appears, 
wliich  can  hw  any  claim  t3  the  c.nhdence  ot  the  com 
munity  Tlie  Stale  Bank  of  Missouri  is  doing  little  or 
no  business— in  a  week's  operationa  scarcely  one  ot  lier 
notes  can  be  seen. 

'The  banks  in  Illinois  are  all  suspended,  and  the  last 
mail  brin.«inf"rniation  that  some  of  the  branches  ot  the 
SiTe  Bank  of  Indiana,  have  again  suspended.  ITom 
v/hal  we  can  gather  from  ilie  papers,  we  shou.d  judge 
that  times  are  harder  now  in  the  west,  than  they  have 
been  within  the  last  quarterof  a  ceniury.' 

The  Union  Bank,  and  the  Mechanics  and  Traders' 
Bank  of  New  Orleans,  havesuspended  specie  pavmenis, 
leaving  only  the  Louisiana  and  the  Gas  Bank,  now 
paying. 

At  a  recent  bank  convention  in  Virginia,  Dr.  Broclccn- 
borough  said— 'I  am  aware  that  strong  prejudices 
excited  aooinst  the  banks  and  their  managers.  to 
them  all  the  sufferings  of  the  country  have  been  attn 
billed  in  a  summary  way  by  superficial  observers.  1  he\ 
may  take  their  just  share  of  this  charge,  and  still  leave 
much  blame  lo  oihers.  They  are  not  to  he  constituted 
naardians  of  the  people  or  of  legislative  bodies;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  the  mere  creatures  of  both.  They  die 
not  amhorise  the  establishment  of  nine  hundred  banUs 
■in  the  United  Stales;  they  did  not  create  state  debts  to 
upward-,  of  Iwo  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars;  they 
di'i  no'  orioinaie  the  numberless  speculations  into  which 
men  ihniiaht  proper  to  engage.  They  have  been  swept 
aloiKJ  with  the  public  current,  and  were  not  the  source 
of  it°  To  change  the  figure,  ihev  have  been  into.xicated 
bv  the  spirit  of  ihe  times.     Temperance  is  now  the  or- 

de,  of  the  day,  and  they  must  take  care  not  to  furnish    gery  ol  which    he  was 
the  means  ot  exce.^s  to  others." 

Canada.  Among  the  arrivals  at  Quebec,  on  tlie  5ih 
and  6iii  install!,  were  ships,  barks  and  brigs,  bringing 
5.000  passen-ers,  besides  1  large  ship  iull  of  troops,  i  he 
ship  Inuependeiice  brought  501  sieerage  passengers,  and 
the  ship  Victoria  437,  wiih  10  in  the  cabin. 

Cotton.  The  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  from  the  Isf^to 
the  8  h  instant,  consisted  of  794  bMles.  Cleared  for.  Li- 
verpool .t  370  bales;  Havre  2.07i;  Pniladelphia  197;  Bai 
timt.re  ISi-i.iMl  7,S33,  reducing  ihe  stock  during  tl.-j 
week  7  1533  haLs,  and  leav'ngon  liand  21,330  hales.- 
Tne  lo'ul  quaniiiy  recciveu  »ince  Isi  Sepieinber  1341, 
;2t,97-2  hales;  cleared  71S,132  hales. 

Prices— Liverpool  classifications,   for_ Liverpool  and 
Mi-si-sippi;    ordinary  oaS';    midu 
fiir  8a8J;  lair  QialO;  good  fair  10 
12. 


ng  6ia7|;  middling 
good  and  ti. 


:jb.UiiLI  ica-5  "t  l:i  Hi  r«  \'  -I'V  niiiae 
j;sliiie  counties,  Viigiiii:i  These 
fifiy  tainilie^  are  lo  be  succeeded  nex  year  by  fifiy  more, 
and  tT)  CO  tinue  at  the  same  annual  raie  until  two  hun- 
dred families  shall  have  been  setiled  on  the  land.  _  Thev 
are  not  recent  emigranis.  but  have  been  residing  in  and 
about  Philadelphia  for  four  or  five  years  past;  and,  doubt- 
less, taking  a  true  prospective  view  of  the  times,  have 
mns!  wisely  determined  upon  bestowing  themselves  upon 
a  ponion  Ol  the  wild  bui  very  improvable  lands  ot  the 
Old  Dor.iinion.  The  average  price  they  pay  is  23  cents 
per  acre,  and  the  tract  is  repre.-<ented  to  be  well  watered 
by  numerous  tribuiariesto  the  South  branch. 

Imprisonment  fok  debt.  The  act  oliolishing  impri- 
sonincni  for  debt  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  signed  by  the  governor,  as  has  also  a 
supplement  thereto  repealing  the  provision  which  requir- 
ed at  la'-t  twenty  days  residence  in  that  staib  to  entitle  a 
person  to  the  benefit  of  the  act. 

"Infernal  Machine.''  The  New  York  Commercial 
Adveriiser  stales  that  a  nadve  America;.,  lesidcnl  in 
England  has  invented  and  sent  in  ilie  model  of  a  ma- 
chii'ic  of  great  destructive  power,  which  he  ofi";  rs  in  the 
first  instance  to  his  Oi>n  goveiniren'.  An  imelligen; 
New  i'ork  engineer  it  is  said  has  it  in  hand  and  will  soon 
be  in  Washington  with  it. 

Jenii's  patent  cakeive.  a  hoard  of  officers,  by  the 
command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scoit,  have  recently  been  mak- 
ing e.xiiL-rimenls  with  Jenk's  patent  carbine,  and  report- 
ed that  for  safety,  range,  penetraiion,  and  the  qiianiity 
id  powd.;r  used,  this  carbine  exceeds  all  oihers  in  use. 
Gen.  .'^cott  also  gives  his  concurrence  to  the  conclusions 
of  ihe  board. 

It  is  a  matter  ot  some  pride  to  us  Columbians  that  Mr. 
Jenks  was  a  resident  ol  tliis  town  when  he  invented  the 
carhine.  Cohtmbia  (S.C.)  Chrimicle. 

Mitchell,  the  ex  member  of  congress,  has  been  .sen- 
tenced to  the  penitentiarv,  N.  York,  for  the  acts  of  for-  I 

convicted.     Whilst  the  recoriier 

as  addressing  the  prisoner,  his  age:'  mother,  dressed  in 
Quaker  sivie,  came  int'>  the  court  and  took  her  son  by 
the  hand,  holding  it  un'il  they  left  the  room  together. 

Neapolitan  Indemnity.  The  last  instalment  of  this 
indemnity  was  punctually  paid  on  the  Sth  June,  at  Na- 
ples, and  Ihe  proceeds,  ihrough  the  agency  of  the  agents 
Messrs.  Green  &,  Co.  Paris,  reached  Ne.v  Yorkin  Ihe 
Albany  packet  sliip,  on  the  24ih  inst. 

The  New  York  cu.stom  house,  the  building  of  which 
was  commenctij  in  ■\lay  1834,  and  finished  in  May 
1842,  is  now  tinished  with  its  furniiure  complete.  The 
edifi<-o  cost  $960,000,  and  the  furniture  $25,000— total, 
$933,000. 

Om.mgraph  Engraving.    We  have  received  a  speci- 


lie  p; 


i.lic 


duce.l  the  am.iiint  of  annual  interest  five  millions.  Tl'.e 
public  debt  of  Russia,  according  to  ihe  latest  authentic 
accounts,  was  reduced  to  §934,000  000  paper  roubles, 
having  been  in  1830  as  high  as  81,500,000,000.  The 
sla-e  of  the  fina'ices  of  the  Austrian  empire  is  not  very 
satisfaciorily  known,  but  according  lo  the  best  informa- 
tion, ihe  debt  has  been  reduced  since  the  peace  more 
than  100  000  000  of  American  dollars.  The  debt  of 
Prussia,  which  amounted  in  1820,  to  206,603.000  rix  dol- 
Inrs.  had  been  reduced  on  the  1st  of  .January,  IS32,  to 
163,626,000,  and  it  has  been  undergoing  a  regular  re- 
duciun  since,  and  probably  does  not  now  much  ex- 
ceed 8100,000,000.  The  funded  debt  ot  France  has 
been  greatly  increased  since  the  peace,  by  the  assump- 
tion of  obligations  to  foreign  countries,  and  the  payment 
of  a  thousand  inillions  of  francs  to  her  own  subjects  who 
were  robhed  of  their  property  in  the  revolution,  but  the 
amount  of  debt  was  in  process  of  rapid  reduction,  until 
a  period  subsequent  to  the  liquidation  of  our  debt.  It 
has  recently  been  inc.-eased  from  extraordinary  cau.se5, 
but  not  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  previous  reduction." 

Revolutionary  soldiers.  Thirteen  old  soldiers  of 
the  revolution  were  present  and  took  a  part  in  the  eele- 
braiion  on  the  4'ih  instant,  at  Utica.  Twelve  of  them 
rode  in  the  procession.  The  youngest  of  the  twelve  is 
seventy-two.  and  the  oldest  ninety-tvvo  years  of  age,  and 
their  anoreisate  ages  is  nine  hundred  and  seveni5'-six — 
about  Ihe  same  as  that  of  old  Mr,  Methuselah.  The 
thirleenih  was  a  Mr.  Harvey,  of  Frankfort,  who  is  one 
hundred  and  seven  years  of  age.  Afier  the  procession 
had  separated  they  assembled  in  the  Museum,  and  here, 
says  the  Democrat,  they  met  old  Mr.  Harvey,  who  talk- 
ed with,  and  evidently  looked  upon  some  of  them  aa 
"buys"— for  he  himself  has  a  .son  aged  eighty-two. 

Remnant  of  eevolutionakv  heroes.  The  N.  York 
Express,  says:  "We  are  informed  there  were  but  three 
of  the  hand  of  Cinciniiali  that  met  togeiheron  the  4ih, 
viz:  Major  Pophani,  aged  ninety;  Gen,  Van  Cortland, 
aged  eighty,  and  t'ueir  orderly  sergeant,  aged  eighly-se- 
ven.  What  redections  crowd  upon  the  mind,  when  we 
look  hack  even  ten  years  ago,  when  some  two  hundred 
mingled  together  on  the  anniversary  of  our  ntition.al  in- 
dependence. \  hey  are  gone,  we  iruat,  to  a  biigliter  and 
a  betkf  world. ' 

The  British  steamer  Tcviof,  look 
on  the  14th  inst.  whilst  lyin"  at  Havana,  where  sh 
had  aiTi\-ed  from  Vera  Cruz.    I'lie  money  and  ammun 

vere  trot    out   and  _-.      

The  damage  was  consHcrabl. 


Deaths  during  the  last  week  in  New  Yorl;  a„d  Phila- 
delphia. 163,  ol  which  02  were  under  two  years  ol  age, 
end  17  died  ui  consumption. 

An  Earthqoaks  was  felt  at  Port-au-Prince  on  the  Isi 
instant.    No  uaiuage  reported. 

Etcbange.     The  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature.if  .Vlarylaiid  imp  ised  so  heavy  a  license  tax  up'- 
brok'-rs,  tin"  those  engaged  hereiof  .ri- 
that  stale,  are  obliged   m  decline  the   b 
ssquenily,  no  bills  on   London,  fari^, 


ihe  bi; 
lies 
Ho 


iflcui.- 


tliai  siaie.  nor  any  bank  note  ol 
'ate  discounted.  This  greatly  increases  the 
to  which  men  of  business  are  subjected  to  in 


tha 


it   possible,  at 
fori  ii'i'i  doxy  to  land  ii| 
shorrinonihs   (since    Mav, 
ht  diflei-ei.t 


f  oninigraph 
the  '-late  of  .Maine, 
saio  10  have  bei  o 
niacii..;;  tra-e--  In,- 


ng  on 


opper— a  small  map  of 
the  disputed  territory. 
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Emisration.  The  ship  Hottinguer,  which  sai'ed  from 
New  York  on  the  21-^1,  hud  on  board  nearly  300  em- 
graiits  ri  inriiing  to  Europe  in  consequence  oi  not  lind- 
fng  eioployinent  in  this  country. 

Education.  Orville  Taylor,  esq  late  siiperintendani 
ol  pniilic  school:-  in  New  York,  estimates  that  there  are 
80,01:6  common  schools  in  the  U.  Siaics. 

Fanny   Ei.lsler  belong-i  to  the  dramatic  persmte  of 
theiiinrs.     Who  would    have  snppo; 
B  ich  a  period  as  this,  f 
oir  shores,  and    in  a    lew  ^ 
1,40)  to  reahiic  lnr  oxlubitm 
baleis,  such  a  suin  from  danfinf  -"I    tinier  ol  "nun 

22  were  for  cinirities,  or  1 n  -  ,.i  n  lin^-  i.  .v  iil'   i   ■' 

exhibitions  on  her  own  m-     m  ',,,','       i     ",,',' 

amounted  to  S45,uuu;  ''",'"',  IJ  ;'-',;,!  „,  .i,., 
it  is  said  she  has  invested  m  N.  V  orK  and  Ohio  stocks, 
thai  promise  lo  yield  her  an  nveruse  oi  10  per  cent  in- 
terest.   She  now  leaves  us. 

Flour  is  quoted  at  Cincinnati  at  $3-dull.  Baltimore 
6  dollars. 

The  Madisonian  of  the  23d, 
hai  a  certain  capiialist  is  eiigiig- 
aiii'-'  i.'.r'ihe  wIimIc  nfthe  S200  000,000  otnui 
elate  dehis,  aniTadds  a  prediction  ihat  he  will  lealiae  a 
handsome  profit  on  the  iiive.iiiiuu.  '.'.'.  llieypiomi: 
more  to  say  on  iho  suhjeui. 


^ _  It   Mill  add  greatly  to 

tlie'cheapnessof  copper  and  sleel  plates.  The  specimen 
before  us  is  very  neatly  executed.  It  is  from  Burr,  Jones 
&.  Co.  of  this  ciiy,  whohavejusi  piu.lished  a  liiile  volume 
coniaini.ng  mapsexecu'ed  in  this  rnanner.showirg  the 
various  routes  from  N.  Yoik  to  Montreal  and  Niagara. 
[AT.  y.  Post. 

Ptar.iiES.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Geographical 
socieiv  ill  London  recenily,  the  cliairma.i  slated  somein- 
leresii'iig  facts  on  a  suhjecl  which  would  prohablv  soon 
be  hroiight  before  ihe  notice  of  tlie  society.  It  was 
ihat  a  t^  iileman  employed  by  goveriimeni,  had,  in  as- 
cending the  river  Jub.i,  in  Africa,  Irotn  east  lowest. 
falli  II  in  with  a  consider.ible  tract  of  conniry  inhiibil(;d 
by  a  curious  race  of  pig  nies,  not  exceeding  four  leet  in 
heigh',  wiih  very  curious  vieivsof  religion  andg.'vern- 
meiii.  and  exacily  reseinbling  the  tyi'e  of  Herodonis, 
which  singularly  confirmed  .some  "piiiinns  on  Ihe  subject 
recenily  brought  before  ihe  notice  of  the  Aborigine.-.' 
Proiect'on  society. 

Pri.es  of  Produce.  The  Pittsburg  Chronicle  gives 
the  lollowiiig  touiparativc  S'aiemenl  of  prices  in  thai 
ulaci;  111  1839  and  ai  present. 
April  4,  1839. 


Julv  13,  1842. 


Bacon,  assorted,  9j  to  U) 
Lard,  10 


2  to  21 

4  lo'45 


14tli  insi.  wlulst  lyin^r  at  Havana,  where  she 
'he  nions , 
lion  were  got  out  and  the  steamer  was  thus  filled  with 
v^aier  by  her  engines, 
uoiwithstanding. 

The  West  India  mad  sleaTiirrs.  A  late  number  ot  the 
British  T.'niied  Service  Journal  announces  that  for  some 
time  pa-'  I)'  '  >  =  ''  'he  company  owning  these  stea  n- 
ershavr  :  t   :  ,-li  ,,i  of  £1,000  pe.  dieiii;  that  the 

'contriH''  I'rd   the  ddmirahy  lo  relieve  I'm 

fromtOunr.  ,.,,:■',  :!;ns;  that  it  is  likely  ihe  ndmnaliy 
will  puichase  the  b.  tis;  and  that,  in  tl.c- course  ol  July, 
iiio  uiuirc  service  will  be  placed  under  ihe  d;reciioii  ot 
tlie  board.  ,      ,         ■     ,   ,      e 

Canal  Sleamhmte.  We  lately  noticed  the  four  iron 
canal  -lean. boats  construcied  by  Capt.  Stockton,  and 
moved  by  Erriokson's  propellers.  I'hey  have  now  in 
operation  and  are  said  lo  answer  every  expeciati..n.  It 
is  now  aiiuiiuni-ed  ihai  a  sieamhnal  propelled  by  a  loco- 
motive eiio-iiie  of  IV  entv-five  horse  power,  and  drawing 
only  21  inches  water,  fined  as  a  commodious  passage 
boat,  end  iiiovii..;  at  an  aveinge  rate  <d" seven  miles  an 
hour  siopparres  included,  is  now  in  operation  on  tha 
Chesiipeake  and  Ohio  canal.     She  is  called  the  Gallant. 

Tobacco.  Inspections  of  last  week  in  Raltimore  con- 
^isied  ol  1,224  hhos.  Marylan.i  and  Cii  hlids  Ohio-to- 
tal  1,842  lihds.  superior  qualides  are  in  demand,  but  all 
else  are  dull  lo  our  l.isi  quotations.  

New  Orlams,  Juhj  Sih.  About  700  lihds.  -sold  dining 
the  week;  prir.  s,  fair  running  lots  2'  i4i  and  5J  c;  f  ir  X 
second-^  and  first,  selection  and  fine  parcels  j.ijc  higlier. 

Quanii'v  received  since  1-t  Sept.  1841,  56,521  hhds. 
cleared  6r43J;  on  hand  7,846. 

U  States  MAIL.  A  c.  rrespondent  of  ihe  .bnirnnlof 
C  Miinurce  N  Y  say--.  "O  i  ihe  25tli  June,  I  sent  a 
leiier  to  a  Jonesp.mdeV.t,  at  Por  land,  Maine,  and  on  the 
■'Odi  had  his  answei— distance  there  and  back,  700 
uii'es.  What  would  our  grandlathers  have  thought  ol 
that?" 


Grand  Ppici'i-ation. 
very  grav.-l)  iiiiiionnies 
ed  in  nc 
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$12 

Lead, 
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Whiskey, 
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.Molasses, 
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Salt. 

Clover  seed. 
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Public  debt  of  the  five  powers.  The  Boston  OaiK 
,\dveroser,  gives  the  lollnwiiia  view  of  the  prngressmade 
hv  ihe  principal  naiions  of  Europe,  in  paying  oft  ihe 
public  debt  since  the  last  peane:  . 

"There  are  fivu  governmenis  unusually  deiiominatrd 
die  Great  Powers,  all  of  which  hove  been  since  the 
peace,  successfully  engaged  in  reducing  iho  enormous 


The  venerable  deacon 
wn.  (Mass.)  died  ai  his 
lesday  the  20th  msl.agtd 


Veteran  clergyman  gone, 
John  Wiimun.  of  East  Bridget 
lesiilince  in  that  town  on  Wee 
one  hundred  and  seven  years. 

Van  DiEMAN  prisoners.  Samuel  Charidler  and  — - 
Wait  two  nfitie  •'patriots"  captured  at  Short  Hills,  l^a- 
mida,' in  1831,  have  escaped  from  dureiss  and  returiica 
home. 

Wheat.    The  few  parcels  of  new  wheat  yet  brought 
10  the  Baliimore  m iiket,  commands  according  10  quidi- 
tv  from  75  10  115.     A  prime  li 
from  Illniois  bo.ught  $1  23. 
York  at  $1  25al   30. 

Al  Ciuchnali  new  wheat  is  now  selling  at  60  cents. 

The  now  crop  of  wheat  when  fairly  brought  into  mar- 
ket on  ttie  \ilantlc,  will  hardly  command  a  dollar  a 
bushel.    Below  that,  u  will  reaoily  find  foreifn  markets. 


,.Iof500hu^hels  old  wheat 
Wheat  (old)  quoted  at  N. 
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"the  tariff  bill  has  been  debated  bj  some 
of  the  best  speakers  in  the  United  States  senate  every 
day  since  last  Monday  week.  The  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
liave  all  been  negatived.  The  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Buchanan  to  strike  out  the  27th  section,  which  con- 
tinues the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  notwithstanding  the  increased  duties  in  the  bill, 
was  negatived  on  Tuesday  last  by  the  following  vote: 
YE.\S— Messrs.  Allen,  Baeby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Kine,  Linn,  McRoberts, 
Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smilh,  ol  Conn.  Sturgeon.  Tap- 
pan,  WalUer,  Wjicox,  Wilhams,  VVooiJbury,  Wnshi, 
Yonng-22. 

NAYS— Me=Ei-.s  Archer.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Choaie,  Clayton.  Co.nrad,  Crtifts,  Ciittenden,  Dayion, 
Evans,  Grah.nin,  Huntingion,  Kerr,  Manaurn,  Merrick. 
Miller,  Marehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons.  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge— 26. 

THE  NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL  has  finally 
passed  both  houses,  the  senate  having  receded  from 
most  of  their  amendments,  and  amongst  them  the  in- 
creased appropriation.  The  bill  contemplates  that 
the  navy  shall  remain  as  to  number  of  officers.&c. 
as  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration. Enlistment  of  colored  persons  in  the  ser- 
vice is  in  future  forbidden. 

THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL  passed 
the  house  of  representatives' on  Thursday  with  the 
amendnusnts,proposed  by  the  commiiltee  ofthe  whole, 
requiring  the  disbandmant  of  the  second  regiment  of 
dragoon*,  and  replacing  civil  officers  as  superintend- 
ants  at  the  Natioual  armories,  in  lieu  of  military. 

THE  TREATY  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN  has 

not  yet  been  submitted  by  the  president  to  the  senate, 
although  his  approval  of  its  provisions  cannot  be 
doubted.  It  was  negotiated  we  presume  throughout, 
with  his  full  knowledge  and  concurrence.  That  its 
provisions  are  such  as  to  ensure  its  early  ratification 
by  the  senate,  we  have  little  question,  although  there 
certainly  have  been  some  indications  of  a  party  op- 
position to  it.  In  case  it  is  made  a  party  question,  a 
procrastinated  debate  will  no  doubt  ensue  not  only  in 
the  senate,  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  which  body  is  re- 
quired for  its  confirmation,  but  in  the  house  also,  for 
though  the  constitution  gives  to  the  executive  and  se- 
nate the  treaty  making  poioer,  yet  the  house  occasion- 
ally claims  the  right  to  either  grant  or  withhold  the 
appropriations  which  treaties  require  in  some  cases 
in  order  to  be  carried  into  operation.  If  the  terms 
which  are  reported  of  this  treaty  be  correctly  stated, 
it  will  require  a  vote  of  a  considerable  amount  of  mo- 
ney as  one  of  its  conditions,  and  must  therefore  of  ne- 
cessity come  under  discussion  in  the  house.  The  ses- 
sion will  probably  in  any  event  be  protracted  some- 
what by  this  circumstance;  if  contrary  to  our  anxious 
hopes,  the  question  assumes  a  party  coinplexion,  the 
delay  will  be  set  iously  increased. 

Tiie  topic  duVing  the  negotiations,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  has,  we  are  proud  to  say,  been  very  ap- 
propriately treated.  Our  attitude  as  to  foreign  rela- 
tions, has  been  truly  national,  and  we  fervently  hope 
it  will  remain  so.  The  executive  have  had  the  eu- 
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joyment  of  full  confidence  in  this  sphere  at  least,  and 
so  far  as  we  can  yet  judge,  they  have  well  requited 
that  confidence.  Both  governments  have  been  most 
judicious  in  their  selections  of  agents  to  conduct  the 
negotiation.  Wc  doubt  whether  within  the  limits  of 
either  domain,  there  are  two  men  more  competent, 
or  better  disposed  to  settle  the  intricate  difficulties 
and  preserve  honor  and  peace,  than  Lord  Ashburton 
and  Mr.  Webster. 

The  curiosity  which  is  in  the  meantime  abroad  as 
to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  has  been  partially  allayed 
by  publications  which  are  no  doubt  in  the  main  cor- 
rect, although  perhaps  not  strictly  so,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  boundary  line.  From  the  various  ven- 
sions  given  and  sources  of  information  of  our  own 
we  conclude  that  the  following  will  be  found  not  far 
from  the  mark.  As  the  treaty  will  of  course  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  senate  in  secret  session,  we  shall  not 
know  its  particulars  for  some  time. 

Negotiations  we  understand  were  commenced  in 
relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary,  by  propo- 
sitions made  by  the  commissioners  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  and  which  Lord  Ashburton  declined. 
He  then  made  his  propositions,  and  they  were  in 
turn  rejected.  Mr.  Webster  then  proposed  his  terms 
as  ofthe  United  States,  and  the  negotiation  assumed 
more  the  character  of  a  compromise  of  difficulties, 
which  finally  resulted  in  agreeing  upon  a  conven- 
tional line,  and  sundry  stipulations  by  which  each 
party  conceded  something  for  the  cause  of  amity — 
nothing  it  is  believed  of  honor  or  character. 

The  line  in  many  particulars  corresponds  with  the 
line  proposed  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  when 
acting  as  arbiter  on  the  subject,  but  as  an  equivalent 
for  concessions  of  territories  made  by  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  in  now  acceding  to  that  line,  the  U. 
States  are  to  receive  a  variety  of  valuable  considera- 
tions, not  contemplated  by  the  award  alluded  to. 

The  line  is  to  be  from  the  Monument,  to  the  St. 
Johns'  as  at  present,  then  along  the  middle  of  the 
St.  Johns'  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis,  up  the 
middle  of  that  river  to  Lake  Pohengamook;  thence 
southwesterly,  straight  to  the  north  western  most  head 
of  Connecticut  river.  The  portion  of  Madawaska 
settlement,  south  of  the  St.  Johns'  to  belong  to  Maine. 
This  point  was  warmly  contested  by  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton, but  he  finally  yielded. 

The  British  pretensions  agreeeably  to  the  famous 
survey  of  Featherstonhaugh  and  his  associates,  came 
far  south  of  the  St.  Johns'  and  included  the  Aroostook; 
all  this  of  course  they  relinquish.  For  the  sterile 
tract  north  of  the  St.  Johns'  which  Maine  has  here- 
tofore claimed  and  now  relinquishes,  the  U.  States 
are  now  to  have  the  free  navigation  of  the  entire  SI. 
Johns'  river,  a  very  important  acquisition  to  Maine 
particularly; — one  account  says,  that  in  addition  to 
the  free  navigation,  we  are  also  to  have  the  privilege 
of  entering  any  British  port  with  lumber  from  the 
St.  John's  on  payment  of  the  same  duties  that  British 
vessels  pay. 

The  British  are  besides  to  relinquish  to  the  United 
States,  Rouse's  Point,  the  key  of  Lake  Champlain, 
which  after  partly  fortifying  in  1816,  tlie  United 
States  had  to  relinquish  to  Great  Britain  on  its  being 
ascertained  to  be  within  her  limits.  Aii  Island  of 
some  importance  in  Lake  Superior  is  also  ceded  to 
us,  and  a  considerable  strip  of  territory  heretofore 
supposed  to  belong  to  New  York,  Ne,v  Hampshir.', 
and  Vermont,  but  which  turns  out  to  lie  north  of 
the  43(h  degree  of  latitude,  and  therefore  belonged 
to  Caaada. 


It  is  thought  that  the  line  from  the  St.  Lawrence 
through  the  great  Lakes  as  high  as  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  has  also  been  adjusted. 

In  consideration  of  those  premises,  the  U.  States 
agree  to  pay  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts  $300,000 
for  the  territory  they  relinquish.  The  expenses  of 
the  Aroostook  war,  as  it  was  termed,  is  also  assumed 
by  the  United  States,  as  it  would  of  course  have 
been,  if  no  treaty  were  made. 

So  much  for  the  boundary.  Other  points  in  dispute 
are  said  also  to  be  amicably  and  honorably  settled — 
but  i.  so,  no  intimation  of  the  terms  has  transpired. 

We  do  not  allow  ourselves  for  a  moment  to  doubt 
the  confirmation  ofthe  treaty  by  the  British  ministers, 
or  the  approving  smile  of  the  Young  Queen,  upon 
the  successful  labors  of  her  talented  representative 
on  his  return  home. 
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The  steamers  now  promise  to  furnish  us  with  re- 
gular weekly  intelligence  from  Europe.  During  the 
last  week  we  have  had  three  arrivals  of  steamers, 
the  last,  the  fiJumbia  brings  Liverpool  dates  to  the 
19th  July.  1p^ 

The  Belgian  steamer  British  Queen,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Eyokholt,  of  the  Belgian  navy,  left 
the  Scheld  on  the  7th  and  Southampton,  England,  on 
the  loth  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  27th  July, 
bringing  London  dates  to  the  9th  and  Paris  7th.  She 
brought  little  news  of  importance.  The  experiment - 
so  far,  of  running  this  steamer,  on  account  of  the 
Belgian  government,  has-been  a  losing  concern. — 
The  two  voyages  she  has  made  have  already  exhaust- 
ed the  fund  appropriated  to  meet  the  probable  losses 
of  four  voyages. 

The  Great  Western,  Capt.  Hoskens,  with  70  pas- 
sengers and  an  average  cargo,  principally  of  dry 
goods,  left  Bristol  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  and 
reached  New  York  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  July, 
say  in  13,  days.  She  caine  up  with  the  French  flag 
athalf  mast;  in  consequence  of  bearina:  intelligence 
of  the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown  of  France,  whose  death  is  de- 
tailed below.  This  we  consider  as  a  very  eventful 
incident  for  France  and  probably  for  the  world.  The 
undisguised  indignity  with  which  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans received  and  the  reluctance  with  which  he  suc- 
cumbed to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  the  IStli  July, 
by  which  the  affairs  of  the  East  were  arranged  and 
a  general  war  was  averted  in  relation  to  Turkey  and 
Egypt,  rendered  the  duke  more  than  over  a^l'avorito 
with  the  republican  or  opposition  party  in  France, 
and  they  looked  to  the  probability  of  his  speedy  suc- 
cession to  the  throne  with  more  complacency  than 
they  ever  have,  or  perhaps  ever  will  again  vie.v  the 
ascension  of  any  junior  member  of  the  Bourbon  fa- 
mily. It  was  generally  expected  that  Thiers  would 
have  been  selected  as  prime  minister  by  the  duke 
had  he  succeeded  Louis  Philippe. 

This  death  aln^ist  certainly  entails  a  regency 
upon  France,  proviclod  it  retains  its  present  govern- 
ment. The  infant  son  of  the  deceased  duke,  now 
htir  to  the  throne,  is  only  four  year.-;  of  age.  Louis 
Philippe  is  in  his  63th  year.  The  duke  of  Orleans 
was  born  at  Palermo  on  the  2d  Sept.  1810,  and  was 
consequently  in  his  3ad  year  of  age.  He  married  the 
Princess  Ilelene  of  Mecklenburg  Shwerin,  on  the 
30.h  January,  1837.  The  count  de  Paris,  their  old- 
est son,  was  born  the  21th  August,  1833,  their  second 
son,  the  duke  de  Chartres,  was  born  the  29th  Nov. 
1840,  and  the  princess,  encknte  ;  t  the  moment  of  her 
husband's  death,  was  absent  at  one  of  the  watering 
places. 

The  next  eldest  son  of  Louis  Philippe,  and  conse- 
quently entitled  from  precedence  to  the  regency,  if 
one  be  established,  is  the  duke  ue  Nemours.  Whilst 
both  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  de  Joinville  by  their 
gallantry,  one  at  the  head  of  the  French  army  in 
Africa,  and  the  other  as  an  active  officer  in  the  na- 
vy, had  happily  chorded  with  the  enthusiastic  dispo- 
sition of  the  French  people,  and  by  familiarity  be- 
come favorites  more  or  less,  of  all  classes,  the  duke 
Je  Nemours,  on  the  contrary,  by  an  effeminate  life, 
and  high  toned  aristocratic  hearing,  is  regarded  if  not 
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with  comparative  aversion,  at  least  without  a  senti- 1  plaints  of  two  agents  of  tlie  U.  States,  was  refused,  i  strations.     The  letter  adds,  that  a  change  of  ixiinis- 
ment  of  warm    attacliment,    and  his  association   is    although,  it  must  he  admitted,  in  terms  of  exquisite  ;  try  in   Turkey,  favorable  to   reform,  at  the   head  of 


wilii  the  r  .yalists.  Looking'  at  this  condition  ot 
France  at  this  moment, — weighing  tlie  prababilities 
that  glimpse  from  the  future, — we  cannot  but  feel 
more  solicitous  than  ever  for  the  preservation  of  the 
life  of  Louis  Philip^,— for  on  that  we  apprehend 
more  than  ever  that  the  peace  of  Europe  is  now  sus- 
pended. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Sir  Robert  Peel's  nev  taritf  bill  passed  the  house 
of  lords  on  the  8lh  ult.  by  a  vote  of  52  to  9,  and  is 
now  the  law  of  the  realm.  Various  other  topics  of 
interest  have  been  acted  upon  and  progress  with  hut 
little  difficulty.  Mr.  Hume's  motion  to  enquire  into 
the  unautliorised  increase  of  the  national  debt  to  the 
amount  of  .£2,395,500,  was  negatived.  A  motion  to 
go  into  committee  on  the  distress  of  the  country,  fail- 
ed after  a  warm  debate,  ayes  43,  nays  194. 

The  municipal  corporation  bill — the  linen  manu- 
facturers' bill  (Ireland) — and  the  prison  bill,  had  all 
passed. 

The  supply  bill  was  debated  on  th6  8th,  and  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country  was  admitted  and  deplored  by  all 
the  speakers.  The  revenue  for  the  year  ending  5th 
July,  however  shows  an  increase  of  three  million 
pound  sterling  over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  as  an 
increase  from  the  post  office,  excise  and  stamps,  but 
a  decrease  on  customs. 

In  the  house  of  commons  on  the  7lh,  Mr.  Banner- 
man  moved  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  foreign  grain 
till  the  1st  of  January,  in  view  of  the  existing  dis- 
tress. The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majo- 
rity. 

In  the  house  of  lords,  on  the  15th  instant,  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better  protection  of 
the  queen  being  called  for,  Lord  Brougham,  in  sup- 
porting the  bill,  said  that  the  state  of  public  feeling, 
if  any  thing  had  happened  to  her  majesly,  might  be 
judged  of  by  the  grief  which  now  perv.atled  France, 
in  consequence  of  a  recent  melaneholy'accident  in 
that  country. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  said   he  felt  confident  he 
was  only  expressing   the  deep  feeling  of  the  house, 
wlicn   he    declared    his    sympathy    with  those   who 
mourned  the  fate  of  the  prince  alluded  to. 
The  bill  was  tlien  pas^^ed. 

The  court  of  England  was  to  go  into  immediate 
mourning  for  the  duke  of  Orlean: 

Birmingham  dates  of  the  14lli  ult.  represent  the 
operations  of  the  potteries  at  Burslem  and  of  the 
neighboring  collieries  as  threatening  very  serious  dis 
turbance,  in  consequence  of  an  attempted  reduction 
of  7d.  a  week  on  wages.  The  turnouts  paraded  in 
•ranks  extended  for  seven  miles.  They  committed 
some  violence  upon  those  that  had  gone  to  work. — 
Detachments  of  yeomanry  were  called  out,  but  they 
waited  the  arrival  of  regulars,  some  of  whom  had 
reached  the  district. 

FRANCE. 
The  death  of  the  prince  suspended  all  business  in 
Paris.  The  king  is  said  to  have  sustained  the  mis- 
fortune with  manly  fortitude.  -'If  it  had  been  me" 
he  exclaimed  as  he  held  his  dying  son  in  his  arms. — 
The  queen  exclaimed  "what  a  dreadful  misfortune 
has  fallen  upon  our  family — but  ftom  vmcli  greater  it  is 
to  France.''^ 

The  re»ult  of  the  elections  which  took  place  in 
France  on  Hiintlay  the  12th  July,  were  not  yet  ascer- 
tained— so  far  as  known  254  conservatives  and  173 
of  the  different  shades  of  opposition  had  been  return- 
ed, and  parties  were  disputing  whi'h  had  the  victory. 
The  minister  will  not  have  so  large  a  majority  as 
was  expected.  The  opposition  ventures  even  to  af- 
firm that  most  of  the  conservatives  are  inimical  to  M 
Guizot,  and  that  one  of  the  Paris  deputies  (M.  Jac- 
ques Lefebvre)  has  been  deputed  to  the  premier. 
Marshal  Soult,  to  expre-;s  the  repugnance  of  his  con- 
etitucnts  at  seeing  the  direction  of  foreign  aflairs  en- 
trusted to  the  achimeleilged  organ  r>f  Br'idbU  interests. 

They  lost  ground  in  Paris,  which  the  opposition 
make  much  of. 

ALGIERS. 
News  from  Algiers  of  the  5th  has  arrived  in  Paris, 
announcing  further  success  on  the  part  of  the  Frencli 
army  in  Algiers. 

The  government  received  the    f  dlowing  telegra- 

Shic  despatch  from  Algiers,  .lunc  31):  "The  column 
ledeab  has  a  second  lime  destriyed  the  furtifica- 
tiona  of  Fort  Beghaz.  All  the  surrounding  trilies 
have  submitted.  Our  troops  return  tjceause  there 
are  no  more  enemies  in  the  field.  All  the  heads  of 
the  tribe  Beni  Moussa  uiade  their  submission  yester- 
day in  Algiers.  The  eatt  seems  disposed  to  do  like- 
wise.    Trade  is  getting  up  again 


teness.  The  representative  of  England,  how- 
ever, liLid  an  audience  on  the  sa.Tie  day,  the  motive 
of  whicii  is  not  known.  The  American  officer  i:n- 
mediately  embarked  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel,  to 
report  the  result  of  his  mission  to  commodore  Mor- 
gan." 

RUSSIA. 
The   Augsburg   Gazette   states   from   St.  Peters- 


whieh  will  be  Chosrew  Pacha,  and  in  whicli  Ueschid 
Pacha  will  be  minister  for  foreign  affair^,  is  daily  ex- 
pected.' 

Formal  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  colonel  led  to 
an  animated  discussion,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
pachas  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  would  take 
him  by  force,  to  which  the  colonel  replied,  pointing 
to  the  frigate.  'He  is  there,  go  and  take  him  if  you 
June  30,  "We  learn  that  the  farmers  of  taxes  J-'-'"-'  This  morning  we  learn  that  a  dozen  of  sheiks 
on  iiqnids  have  advanced  150,000,000  to  the  emperor;  "'>\''  '^l^"  '»•««"  refuge  on  board  the  frigate,  having 
for  currying  on  the  works  of  the  Moscow  railroad.  |  resisted.  Some  sheiks  have  been  arrested,  and  it  is 
Some  of  the  Russian  peasantry  do  not  as  yet  per-i  *'"'*  ""^^  '^'^  Maronite  patriarch  being  in  danger,  ar- 
fertly  niiderstand  or  appreciate  the  ukase  that  regu-  rangements  are  making  to  protect  him  against  a  coup 
lates  their  future  connexion  with  their  lords,  but  it  is  !  ''^  """"  °'  ''"^  Turks, 
untrue  that  any  disturbances  have   occurred   in  the  I  VENEZUELA, 

empire  on  this  question.  Tlie  correspondent  of  the  French  Courier  of  the 

fheWnrtzburg  Gazette  of  July  4th  states  that  United  States,  dated  Caraccas  6th  July  1«42  writes- 
"the  rumor  of  the  detection  of  a  conspiracy  in  Rus-  "l  am  pleased  to  state  that  Venezuela  has  enter- 
sia  IS  not  confirmed;  but  we  are  assured  of  the  dis-  ed  decisively  upon  the  ri^ht  path  and  therefore  can- 
covery  of  traces  of  a  secret  society.     Tlie  emperor,  |  not  fail  to  make  if  not  a  rapid,  at  least  a  satisfactory 


nany  mem- 


it  is  said,  would  have  exiled  to   Siberi 
bers  of  the  first  Russian  families. 
^     TURKEY. 
Correspondence  from  Constantinople  of  the   17th 
June,  announces  that  three  of  the  five  great  powers, 
\n5tria,  France,  and  England,  ha       ' 


progress.  It  is  the  conviction  here  that  the  new  states 
of  South  America  cannot  prosper,  unless  it  will  be 
able  to  establ-ish  in  them  order  and  tranquility.  Tliis 
is  the  convietion  of  all  enlightened  minds,  and  the 
masses  themselves    partake  of   it.      General    Paez 

^  _..,.  _..^ ^ de'tei-mined  i  '^^'^''^  ""  wishes  peace  and  as  far  as  lies  in  his  pow- 

to  have  recourse  to 'force  to'conipeT  Turkey  to  re- h'' ''*"'"  ""'""=  disturbed.  U  is  in  fa- t  upon  the 
call  the  present  governor  of  Syria,  and  to  protect  \  S"°'^  niotives  of  this  mfluential  man.  that  the  trau- 
equally  with  its  other  subjects,  the  Christians  of  Le  I'""";*' ^"<^  ^"'Pl""*^**  °'  Venezuela  will  still  for  a 
banon.  Tha  conference  where  this  resolution  has  ''^"^5 ''™'^ ''!P'^"<'-  This  is  perhaps  grievous  in  or:e  as- 
been  entered  upon,  was  held  at  the  palace  of  the  I  P'^'^''  '"'  'l  '*  "  '^^-'  *'^^'  "'"*'  '"=  acknowledged  un- 
French  ambassador  at  Therapeia.    The  ambassadors   '''^''  P^'"  °'  compromising  the  future  of  a  country,  in 


of  England,  France,  and  Austria  successively  re- 
presented that  they  had  exhausted  all  honorable 
means  of  remonstrance.  The  divan  has  treated 
their  complaints  with  silent  contempt,  or  has  replied 
by  evasive  answers.  It  remains  only  to  abandon  the 
Christians  of  Syria  to  the  most  cruel  brulalitiesand 
stain  the  Christian  name,  oeelse  to  deliver  them  by 
force.  Austria,  France,  and  England  could  not 
adopt  the  first  course;  and  consequently  it  remains 
to  force  the  porte  to  fulfil  its  engagements  in  respect 
toils  Christian  subjects.  The  ambassadors  of  Rus- 
sia and  Prussia  have  disapproved  of  this  course  without 
the  direct  and  positive  instructions  of  their  respec- 
tive courts.  Russia  fears  such  interference  might 
be  a  precedent  in  respect  to  Poland.  The  grand 
powers  however  are  no  more  bound  in  virtue  of  the 
conventions  for  maintaining  the  liberties  of  Syria, 
than  all  Europe  is  bound  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 
Vienna  to  preserve  the  nationality  of  Poland.  The 
ambassadors  of  the  three  powers  have  not  been 
drawn  away  from  their  aim.  On  10th  June,  secret 
instructions  were  sent  to  Malta  ordering  it  was  sup- 
posed the  parade  of  imposing  naval  forces  before 
Beyroot.  The  present  grand  visir  Izzet  Pacha  has 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  embassies,  and  sad  mea- 
sures may  be  expected  accordingly  from  him.  By 
the  last  news  from  Syria,  the  Albanians  were  over- 
running the  whole  country,  although  the  grand  visir 
had  given    his   word  to  the  English    ambassador  that 

the  Albanians  should  not  leave  the  walls  of  Acre. 

Murder,  rapine,  and  infamous  violence  are  every 
day  being  committed  by  these  undisciplined  hordes.  It 
IS  evident  that  the  Ottoman  Porte  is  a  dee  lining  pow- 
er; while  the  rest  of  tlie  world  is  marching  on, 
Turkey  halts  with  one  hand  upon  the  sabre  and  the 
other  on  the  Koran. 

THE  EAST. 

The  British  steamer  Prometheus  reached  the  Turk- 
ish capitol  on  the  25lh,  willi  the  family  of  sir  Strat- 
ford Canning.  She  brought  tlie  intelligence  of  the 
events  that  had  taken  place  at  Tripoli,  and  which 
have  been  matter  of  much  excitement  at  Constjn- 
tinople.  Mehemet  Pacha,  the  newly  appointed  go- 
vernor of  that  regency,  was  put  to  sea  on  the  2!ith, 
with  a  few  troops,  a  frigate,  a  corvette,  and  schooner. 
Other  troops  will  follow  in  transports. 

The  Greek  Patriarch  is  dead.  Gernianos,  arch- 
bishop of  Therapea,  has  been  elected  in  his  place. — 
His  nomination  will  probably  be  confirmed  by  '1110 
porle.  The  politics  of  the  new  prelate  areTjrobably 
Russian,  or  he  would  not  have  been  chosen. 

[London  IJcruhl,  of  tlie  llitli. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette,  in  a  Constanlinoplc  letter 
of  the  15lh  ult.,  states — "That  on  the  11th  a  confe- 
rence of  the  reprcsenl.itives  of  the  five  great  powers 
was  held  at  the  residence  of  Baron  do  Bourquency, 
the  representative  from  France,  in  which  sir  Strat- 
ford Canning  expressed  himself  witli  great  energy  as 
to  the  propriety  of  compelling  the  porte  to  do  justice 
to  the  Christians  of  Syria,  and  was  warmly  support 


Morocco  an-d  the  United  States.  A  letter  from  ed  by  M.  de  Bourqiie-iey  and  the  Austrian  ambassa- 
Gibraltar,  dated  June  22d,  in  the  Madrid  jourua,  dor.  'tlie  Prussian  amba.ssador  is  stated  to  have  pro- 
says:  "An  officer  of  the  American  squadron  having  mised  his  eoiieurrence,  but  the  Russian  charge  d'af- 
lolicitcd  an  audienceof  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  I  faires,  .VI,  de  Titofl',  is  said  to  have  observed,  that 
for  the  purpose  of   representing  to  him  the  com- 1  the  uumeut  is  not  arrived  for  energetic  demon- 


which  circumstances  have  determined  that  one 
name  is  worth  an  army  and  one  will   should  weigh 

in  the  political  balance  as  much  as  the  will  of  all. 

This  situation  of  Venezuela  is,  1  admit,  exceptiona- 
ble; but  it  would  only  be  the  cause  of  regret,  if  it 
had  been  productive  of  evil.  This  influence,  I  should 
say,  this  superiority,  of  one  chief  animated  however 
with  the  best  intentions,  is  the  realization  of  the 
wishes  that  have  always  been  formed  in  favor  of  the 
new  states  of  South  America,  which  will  only  pros- 
per, 1  repeat,  so  long  as  a  firm  hand,  and  a  powerful 
and  enlightened  will,  will  be  able  to  maintain  there 
order  and  tranquility.  In  his  last  message  to  the  le- 
gislative body  General  Paez  had  demanded  that  the 
mortal  remains  of  Bolivar  should  be  transported  to 
Caraecas,  his  native  city,  and  that  the  highest  honors 
should  be  rendered  on  the  occasion  to  the  memory  of 
that  great  citizen.  This  proposition,  as  was  readily 
foreseen,  was  received  with  enthusiasm  by  the  people 
of  Venezuela  and  with  favor  by  congress,  which  has 
finally  voted  a  law  for  this  purpose. 

Our  able  representative  here,  M.  David,  having 
learned  that  the  English,  who  seize  eagerly  upon  all 
opportunities  for  augmenting  their  influence  here  as 
elsewhere,  were  intending  to  offer  to  the  Venezuelan 
government,  \\'hose  military  marine  consists  only  of 
a  few  light  vessels,  one  of  their  frigates,  to  eflect 
with  more  facility  and  solemnity  the  translation  of 
the  remains  of  the  Liberator,  has  thought  proper  in 
the  understanding  of  the  interests  of  our  relations 
with  this  republic,  to  take  the  initiative.  It  will  be 
a  yenezitelan  vessel  which  will  bear  the  coffin  of  Boli- 
var, but  with  due  acknowledgment  thev  have  accept- 
ed tlie  escort  of  the  tricolor  flag.  Thus,  by  the  well 
conceived  and  patriotic  movement  of  M.  David,  the 
English  will  not  play  the  chief  part  on  this  occasion; 
Ihey  will  come  alter  us,  and  it  is  us  that  they  will 
imitate.  The  Ist  of  November  next  is  the  day 
fixed  upon  for  the  expedition  to  set  out  from 
Laguayra  for  Santa  Martha  where  were  deposited 
the  ashes  of  Bolivar.  It  will  return  about  the  ]5th 
of  December,  and  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month, 
the  grand  ceremony,  which  is  in  preparation  and  at 
which  will  figure,  I  am  glad  to  hope,  the  proud  uni- 
form of  the  French  marine,  will  lake  place  at  Carae- 
cas. You  will  doubtlessly  be  pleased  to  learn  (for 
you  are  no  more  English  than  I  am)  that  according 
to  a  recent  decisi(m  of  congress  to  which  our  repre- 
sentative has  slremiously  given  his  influence  from  both 
political  and  commercial  considerations,  a  liglil-house 
is  aliont  to  be  established  at  the  mou'.hof  tlie  "Ame- 
riea,"  at  the  same  point  of  B.irima,  where  the  expe- 
dition of  Schomburg  planted  lasl  August  the  flag  of 
Great  Britain.  Congress  voted  also  at  its  late  ses- 
sion funds  for  undertaking  grand  routes  of  com- 
munication and  the  completion  of  two  very  impor- 
tant roads,  from  Laguayra  to  Caraecas  and  from 
Porto  Cabello  to  Valencia.  I  hojie,  we  may  be 
able  to  travel  hence  to  Laguayra  by  carriage,  by 
the  close  of  next  year,  and  that  liie  products  tjl' 
this  rich  plain  may  thus  ri-aeh  the  coast  at  less  ex- 
pense and  more  expeditiously. 

We  are  to  have  next  October,  a  new  presidential 
election.  There  are  three  candidates;  General  Doub- 
lene,  formerly  vice  president,  and  at  present  minis- 
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tiT  of  wai'  and  niariii ;;  M.  D.  S.  Urdaneja,  presi- 
iK'il  of  I'lesiiiireme  court;  aiid  M.  Santos  Michelene, 
tr.2  present  vire  president  of  t!ie  republic.  General 
Pnublcne  stands  the  best  eliance  and  is  the  friend 
of  Pi-iez,  who  in  his  retirement  will  doubtlessly  Ijc 
more  powerful  than  at  the  head  of  the  administra- 
'tion. 

LATER. 

The  steamer  Columbia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
Isl  inst.  bringing  the  Liverpool  Mail  of  the  19th  Ju- 
ly. The  Britannia  reached  Liverpool  on  the  JGth. 
filnrkets  remained  unaltered.  Funds  in  both  France 
and  England  had  recovered  from  the  depression  eS' 
perienced  upon  tlie  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans. — 
In  France  the  universal  expression  of  grief  is  now 
succeeded  by  high  toned  party  dissensions  as  to  the 
anticipated  regency.  A  royal  ordinance  convokes 
the  chambers  for  the  26th  July,  with  a  view  it  is  , 
said,  to  pass  a  regency  bill,  and  that  that  will  be  the 
fust  trial  of  strength.  The  ministerial  papers  an- 
nounce that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  king  and  go- 1 
vcrnment  to  have  the  duke  dc  Nemours  appointed  \ 
regent.  The  opposition  are  in  favor  of  the  duchess  > 
of  Orleans  having  it.  M.  Thiers  is  said  to  have  es-  ! 
poused  her  cause. 

Six  men  were  killed  by  the  locks  erecting  at  Haw-  [ 
ley  giving  way.  Two  hundred  houses  and  nearly  all  ■ 
their  contents  had  been  destroyed  by  another  fire  at  ^ 
Bolschoe,  Pitieve.  A  fire  at  Constantinople  on  the  | 
19th  June  destroyed  150  houses  and  reduced  1,000  i 
persons  to  ruin. 

From  the  manufacturing  districts  accounts  are  | 
truly  appalling.  The  difficulty  amongst  the  colliers  , 
and  in  the  pottery  districts  increase.  Troops  are  [ 
pouring  in  to  suppress  them.  In  Manchester,  Leeds 
and  Stockport,  the  excitement  is  immense.  Some  , 
idea  of  the  state  of  thmgs  may  be  formed  from  the 
fact  that  the  following  resolution  has  been  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  anti-corn  law  association  held  at 
Manchester:  j 

"Resolved,  That  believing  this  country  to  be  on  the  i 
eveof  a  revolution,  and  being  utterly  without  hope 
that  the  legislature  will  accord  justice  to  the  starv- 
ing millions,  a  requisition  be  forthwith  prepared, 
signed  and  forwarded  to  the  members  for  this  bo- 
rough, calling  upon  them  (in  conjunction  witli  other 
liberal  members),  to  olTer  every  opposition  and  im- 
pediment to  the  taxation  of  a  prostrate  people,  for 
the  purposes  of  a  bread  taxing  aristocracy — that  the 
wIk'cIs  of  government  may  be  at  once  arrested, 
tlmiiigh  the  rejection  or  prevention  of  votes  of  sup- 
ply." 

At  public  meetings  held  at  Leeds,  Liverpool  and 
a  variety  of  other  places,  the  speakers  have  indulged 
in  a  strain  of  language  of  the  mostdangerous  and  re- 
volutionary character. 

GERMANY. 

Drendful  storm.  Berlin,  July  7.  On  the  5th  of  Ju- 
ly, about  six  in  the  afternoon,  a  storm  from  the  west 
and  northwest  entirely  laid  waste  the  environs  of 
sixteen  villages  in  the  principality  of  Halborstadt 
and  the  county  of  Mansfield,  and  of  several  villages 
in  the  Dutchies  of  Anhalt  Dessau  and  Anhalt  Bam- 
burg.  The  hailstones  were  as  large  as  pigeon's  eggs, 
and  some  twice  that  size,  and  weighed  2  ounces. 
AUSTRIA. 

The  Courier  de  Lyon,  of  the  19lh  inst.  announces 
a  terious  disturbance  to  have  broken  out  at  Mantua 
iii'lween  the  Jews  and  Christians.  The  government 
V,  us  obliged  to  interfere  by  force;  but  the  people  tore 
up  the  pavement  and  attacked  the  soldiers  with 
sl(jiies;  who  fired  on  the  multitude,  killing  fifty  per- 
sons and  wounding  many.  The  disturbances  still 
C'liitinued,  and  no  Jew  dared^to  make  his  appearance 
in  the  streets. 

CHINA. 

By  the  steamer  Great  Liverpool  from  Alexandria, 
wo  have  received  private  letters  from  China,  which 
iiipntion  the  return  of  sir  Henry  Poltinger  to  Hong- 
I\i)ii^  from  Macao,  and  his  intention  to  join  the  ex- 
pedition to  the  north  in  ten  days,  and  proceed  with  it 
to  Pekin.  The  general  opinion  at  Macao  and  Hong 
Kong  was,  that  the  plenipotentiary  was  determined 
'  t,;ke  all  responsibility  upon  himself,  and  direct  the 
1.!  ist  decisive  measures  to  be  adopted  to  bring  the 
A\  :(r  to  a  close  by  a  simultaneous  attack  ou  Pekin  by 
tiie  land  and  sea  forces. 


N  A  T I O  N  A  I<    A  F  F  A  I  It  S. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PiiESlDENT, 

V  \.VU  W  irH  THE  .\DVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE  SEN'.\TE. 

Charles  Mason  to  be  chief  justice,  T.  S.  Wilson 
iid  Joseph  Williams,  to  be  associate  judges  of  the 
ijpreme  court  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  their  former 
oiumissions  having  expired. 


DIPLOMATIC.  M.  de  Bacourt,  the  respected 
minister  of  France,  left  tins  city  on  Sunday  last,  to 
.^mli^jrk,  on  a  visit  of  leave,  for  his  own  country,  in- 
lim-d,  we  regret  to"loarn,by  continued  ill  healtli. 
^Ve  sincerely  unite  in  the  wishes  of  his  numerous 
friends  here  for  its  early  restoration. 

The  Chevalier  Adrian  Martini,  for  the  last  eight 
years  charge  d'affaires  of  his  majesty  the  king  of 
Holland,  having  been  appointed  by  his  sovereign  to 
reside  at  the  court  of  Den.murk,  had  his  audience  of 
leave  of  the  president  on  Thursday  last,  and  has  left 
Washington  on  his  return  to  Europe.  We  cannot 
permit  so  deserving  a  gentleman  to  close  his  long  re- 
sidence among  us  without  expressing  the  respeetand 
good  wishes  which  we  know  to  be  sincerely  enter- 
tained for  him  at  the  seat  of  government,  where  his 
amiable  disposition  and  unexceptionable  deportment 
will  cause  him  to  be  remembered  with  affectionate 
regard.  [JVai.  In!. 

M.  A.  De  Saligny  has  been  conferred  on  him  the 
title  of  officer  of  the  legion  of  honor  by  the  king  of 
France,  as  a  testimony  of  his  high  satisfaction  at  the 
manner  he  discharged  his  duties  as  charge  des  af- 
faires at  Texas. 

THE    BOUNDARY   AND   A   DINNER.     The 

Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Union 
says:     r  have   met  with  a  friend   who  has  given  me 
some  account  of  the  dinner,   at  the  dwelling  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  on  Saturday  (July  23)  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  settlement  of  the  northeastern  boundary 
question.     The   president,  the  whole  cabinet.  Lord 
Ashburton  and  suite,  Mr.  Fox  and  suite,  the  commis- 
sioners from  Maine   and  Massachusetts,  a  few  sena- 
tors, and  those  of  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  north- 
eastern  boundary   surveys,  then  in  the  city,  Major 
Graham  and  Captain  Talcott,  made  up  the  company. 
The  most  harmonious  and   peaceful  spirit  prevailed. 
Mr.  Webster  gave  as  a  toast:  "Queen  Victoria!  long 
may  she  continue  to  reign  over  a  prosperous  and  hap- 
py people."     Lord  Ashburton  gave,  "The  president! 
perpetuity  to  the  institutions  of  the  United  States." 
The   President   gave,  "The   commissioners!  blessed  \ 
are  the  peacemakers."     Mr.  Lawrence  gave,  "Lord  ■ 
Ashburton,  who  has   always  '  manifested  the   most  | 
friendly  sentiments   towards   the   United  Stales." —  . 
Lord  Ashburton  said,  in   reply,  "That  at  his  time  of  j 
life  nothing  certainly  but  a  strong  regard  for  his  kins- 1 
men  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  a  desire   to  see  re- 
moved all  causes  of  dispute  between  them  and  his  ' 
countrymen  at   home,  so  that  nothing  might  remain  ' 
to  interrupt   the   friendly  regard,  and   a  confidence  , 
that  a  settlement  miglit  be  made  of  all  those  contro- 1 
versies  which   every   honest  man  in  either  country  j 
would  approve,  could  have  induced  him  to  undertake 
such  a  voyage  and  such  a  task." 

The  secretary  of  war  was  then  toasted  with  some 
pleasant  allusions  to  his  business  being  spoiled  by  the 
commissioners,  &c. 

NATIONAL  SYMPATHY.  On  the  annuncia- 
tion on  Saturday  of  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
1  leans,  the  French  war  steamer  Gomer  fired  mourning 
guns  every  15  minutes,  which  were  answered  by  the 
fort  at  Governor's  Island  and  the  U.  S.  ship  North 
j  Carolina,  and  by  H.  B.  M.  ship  Warspite. 

The  Gomer  had  the  tri-eolored  flag  at  half-mast, 
1  and  her  yards  a  cock-bill,  in  opposite  directions,  on 
the  fore  and  main-mast,  so  as  to  present  the  appear- 
ance, when  looking  at  the  ship  stem  on,  of  three 
crosses,  diminishing  in  size  as  they  rose. 

The  United  States  ships  had  the  American  flag  at 
half-mast,  and  French  flag  also  at  the  fore,  half 
mast.  The  Warspite  wore  her  flag  and  the  French 
flag  in  the  same  manner.  The  American  flag  at 
Fort  Columbus  was  also  half  staif. 

The  funeral  service  was  celebrated  at  the  church 
of  St.  Peter,  in  Barclay  street,  by  M.  G.  Labbe,  at 
9  o'clock,  and  the  French  residents  are  to  meet  to- 
morrow evening  at  Delmonico's,  to  adopt,  in  concert 
with  the  consular  authorities,  and  the  French  naval 
officers,  some  fitting  testimonial  of  national  respict. 
[A".    ¥.  Jlmer. 

CHARACTER  AT  STAKF„  "Look  at  the  hope 
of  the  fathers  and  see  the  degeneracy  of  the  sons," 
would  be  the  language  of  a  stranger  versed  in  the 
story  of  American  liberty,  who  hears  the  new  talk 
of  repudiation.  We  cannot  in  this  country  estimate 
the  value  of  American  example;  it  is  only  when  we 
are  abroad  in  Europe,  sustaining  the  purity  and  honor 
of  republicanism,  its  very  brealn,  a:id  are  met  by  an 
appeal  from  the  advocate  of  o,d  and  narbarous  insti- 
tutions to  some  discreditable  fact,  that  the  blush  rises 
on  our  cheek,  and  we  feel  not  oni\  that  we  are  tem- 
porarily discomfited,  but  th  it  tl-.c  cause  of  humanity 
has  received  a  wound.  We  know  that  the  gi-eatest 
'  charges  that  can  be  brought  against  us  as  a  nation  are 


partial;  cither  soon  to  pass  av/ay  or  alfecung  only  a 
portion  of  the  land,  but  !ho  injury  is ;  i'  :-.uiiP..  The 
wife  of  Caesar  was  to  b^:  without  si: -i,  n  a  •■]  re- 
publicanism shotild    be    equally  jean  i!.,  of  honor 

People  abroad  do  not  stop  to  distniguish  by  which 
member  of  the  national  family  they  have  been  de- 
frauded of  their  investments.  They  made  their 
loans  on  the  general  good  faith  and  character  of 
-American  citizens,  and  though  but  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  the  states  have  suffered  dishonor  by  any  false 
conduct,  yet  all  are  injured  by  suspicion.  Millions 
throughout  the  world,  the  oppressed  and  suffering  of 
every  degree,  are  looking  to  America  to  fulfil  the 
promise  of  her  revolution.  Upon  her  behaviour  de- 
pends not  indeed  the  existence  of  freedom,  for  that 
is  inextinguishable;  but  perhaps  long  ages  of  happi- 
ness or  misery  are  to  be  passed  by  many  nations  as 
America  is  true  or  false  to  her  creed. 

[Al  York  Union. 

THE  EXPENSES  OF  THE  NATION.  The  re- 
ceipts into  the  treasury  during  first  half  of  the  year 
1842,  as  far  as  astertained  on  the  20th  July,  1342,  by 
the  statament  is — 

From  customs,  $7,974,589  80 

From  lands,  705,000  00 

From  miscellaneous  sources,  54,145  39 

From  loan,  1,594,479  69, 

From  treasury  notes,  8,490,536  15" 

From  trust  funds,  148,662  15 


Total,  §18,967,513  02 

And  the   amount  of  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment the  first  half  of  the  year  1842. 
Civil  list,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign 

intercourse  g2.935,167  28 

Military  establishment,  3,620,347  57 

Naval  establishment,  *  3,039,512  73 

Interest,  &c.  of  the  public  debt,  164,231  77 

Reimbursement  of  interest  and  trea- 
sury notes,  6,921,065  01 
Trust  funds,  123,288  93 


$16,805,613  29 
Of  the  sum  received  from  customs,  :^00,000  the 
secretary  states,  was  paid  in  treasury  notei  prior  to 
the  first  of  January  last,  will  not  appear  on  the  books 
of  the  Register  until  1842.  Some  of  the  monej^s 
from  the  lands  were  also  received  in  1842. 


OFFICIAL. 

TreaSMry  notes  outstanding  August  1 ,  1842. 

Amount  outstanding  of  the  issues  prior  to  the  act 
of  January  31,  1842,  viz: 
Amount  as  per  records  of  ihe 

office  84,033,177  90 

Cancelled  in  the  hands  of  ihe 

accouniing  oflicera  25,375  00 

$4,007,S02  90 

Amoiintnf  notes is.sued  under 

iheactnf31siJan.lS42         7,451,764  82 
Deduct  redeemed  of  this  issue, 

viz:    Amount 

entered  in  the 

books  of  this 

office  $2,498,528  33 

In  the  hands  of 

the  accouniing 

oflloecs  37,221  21 

^-^2,555,749  54 

54,896,015  29 


S3,'.03.Rt8  16 
Treasvnj  de]>arlintnt,  regiiler's  office,  Aug.  1,  1842. 
T.  L.  SMITH, 
Register  of  the  treasury,  U.  S. 

THE  ARMY. 
We  learn  from  New  Orleans  that  the  stearabost 
Thomas  S.  Harney,  from  Cedar  Keys,  has  arrived  a,t 
that  place,  having  on  board  one  hundred  and  cigfit 
Florida  Indians,  among  whom  are  Hi\lleckTustenug- 
gee  and  47  other  warriors,  on  their  way  to  Arkansas. 
Maj.  Capers,  captain  Oanby  and  Dr.  Baiiy  are  in 
charge  of  the  Indians. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  United  States  frigate  Potomac  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton on  the  31st  ultimo  from  the  Brazil  station.  She 
has  made  a  good  run  home. 

United  States  sloop  of  war  Boston,  capt.  Long, 
sailed  from  Macao  or  vicinity  about  INlarch  30th,  for 
Manilla. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Concord,  from 
Norfolk,  sailed  from  Laguayra  on  the  lOtli  of  July 
for  Carthagena. 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  16th  instant  says: 
"The  frigate  Macedonian  will  sail  in  a  day  or  two 
for  the  United  States  of  North  America.  The  brig 
Dolphin  is  now  absent  on  a  cruise;  the  sloopiof-wac 
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Ontario  is  ot  anchor  atthe  navy  yartl,  r."d  two  French 
shii)5-or-vvar,  the  Brilliante  and  tiie  Uunois,  are  to 
remain  here  during  the  summer  montlis." 

The  United  States  brig  Boxer,  lieut.  com.  Cullus, 
sailed  from  Port  Royal,  (Jamaica),  3cl  inst.  for  Trini- 
dad de  Cuba. 

The  United  States  ship  Fairfield,  com.  Morgan, 
from  Algiers,  arrived  at  Gibraltar  15th  ultimo. 

Portsmouth  naval  station.  A  greater  number 
of  men-of-war  have  been  tiiiilt  at  Portsmouth  than 
any  other  harbor  in  the  country 


Guns. 

Launrhed 

Faulkland, 

54 

1690 

Bedford, 

32 

1696 

America, 

50 

1774 

Raleigh, 

32 

1776 

Ranger, 

18 

1777 

America, 

74 

1782 

Crescent, 

32 

1797 

Scammell, 

14 

1797 

Portsmouth, 

24 

1793 

Congress, 

36 

1799 

Washington, 

74 

1814 

Porpoise, 

14 

1821 

Concord, 

18 

1823 

Congress, 

44 

1841 

To  these  may  be  added  the  Alabama,  74,  and  Santee, 
44.  These  ships  are  still  on  the  stocks,  though  built 
and  finished  about  15  years. 

The  America  74  was  presented  by  the  Continental 
Congress  to  Louis  XVI.  king  of  France,  and  after- 
wards captured  by  the  British,  Irom  whose  model 
many  English  ships  were  built.  The  .America,  50, 
was  built  by  colonel,  afterwards  governor  Langdon, 
and  her  original  model  in  mahogany,  about  three  feet 
long,  was  a  few  years  since  presented  by  Mrs.  El- 
wyn,  his  daughter,  to  the  Fortsmoulh  Athenaeum, 
and  is  now  in  the  cabinet  of  that  institution. 

[A'ew  York  Unlmt. 

STATES   OF    THE    UNION. 


PFJN'NSYLVANIA. 

Riot  in  Philadelphia.  Coi>J!icts  betu'een  whites 
and  blacks.  The  well  known  inveterate  hostility  ex- 
isting between  the  laboring  whites,  and  colored  po- 
pulation of  the  southern  section  of  the  city,  again 
broke  the  bounds  of  law  on  Monday  last,  and  a  fear- 
ful riot  ensued. 

It  appears  that  the  colored  people  had  deter- 
mined to  make  a  formal  display  in  celebration  of  the 
emancipation  of  their  brethren  in  the  British  West 
Indies.  Without  exactly  avowing  that  object,  they 
ostensibly  proposed  it  as  a  temperance  procession. 
Banners,  however,  were  displayed  which  sufficiently 
indicated  their  object  in  selecting  the  day  they  did 
for  the  parade — answering  to  the  anniversary  of  the 
event  alluded  to.  Amongst  those  banners,  one  in 
broad  letters  was  inscribed  "Liberty  or  Death"  ano- 
ther "Free  Trade  and  Sailors  Rights.'" 

When  the  procession  reached  Fourth  and  Plumb 
streets,  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  it  was  attacked 
by  a  volley  of  stones,  thrown  by  the  whites,  and  a 
mischievous  boy  provoked  a  light  with  one  of  those 
in  the  procession,  a  lad  of  about  equal  size,  which 
was  the  origin  of  the  whole  serious  resulls  that  ibl- 
lowed.  The  black  boy  was  considerably  beaten  by 
the  white  one,  at  which  a  black  man  struck  the  white 
boy  over  the  head,  and  then  a  general  light,  m  which 
thousands  look  part,  ensued — and  continued  during 
the  whole  day.  The  blacks  were  seriously  heateu 
at  the  onset,  but  rallied  and  thrashed  the  whites. — 
From  Fouvlh  and  Plumb  streets,  the  crowd  of  both 
colors  ran  to  Filth  and  Shippen,  then  up  to  Sixth 
and  South,  fighting  with  clubs,  sticks,  stones,  brick- 
bats and  whatever  missiles  they  could  obtain,  until 
they  reached  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Lombard 
streets,  within  the  precincts  of  the  cily.  Some  of  the 
blacks  took  refuge  in  their  own  meeting  houses  in 
that  neighborhood,  and  their  procession  having  been 
dispersed,  the  whites  went  to  work  and  desti03ed 
houses  and  property  indiscriminately,  so  that  they  be- 
longed to  or  were  occupied  by  blacks. 

During  the  light  of  course  man  j  were  seriously  hurt. 
O.ie  white  mail  had  his  arm  broken  from  a  blow  in- 
flicted by  a  huge  club  in  the.  hands  of  a  black;  ano- 
ther white  man  was  stabbed  with  a  knife  or  dak  in 
the  eye;  a  black  man,  named  Metcalf,  had  his  right 
eve  laid  open  by  a  blow  from  the  weapon  of  a  white, 
and  some  lilteen  or  twenty  others  more  or  less  seri- 
ously injured.  The  most  desperate  of  the  blacks  was 
a  deaf  and  dumb  man,  who  md  much  niiscliief,  and 
seriously  injured  several  whites  ere  he  was  arrested 
by  the  |iolice. 

Persons  and  property  were  now  assailed — many, 
both  whites  and  blacks  were  dreadfully  injured,  be- 
fore the  latter  liiially  gave  way  and  sought  safety  in 
Uight  or  concealment,  'i'heir  domiciles  were  then  at- 
tacked and  much  damage  sustained.  The  police  ar- 
rived^.and  attempted  to  restore  order.     Some  twenty 


of  tlic  rioters  were  taken  into  custody,  and  desperate 
and  sonietinies  successful  efforts  were  made  by  the 
mob  to  rescue  them.  Towards  the  close  of  the  diy 
the  mob  were  infuriated  by  the  discharge  of  a  mus- 
k-el from  a  house  in  Bradford's  alley,  occupied  by  co- 
lored people,  and  wountiinj;  tliree  young  men;  the 
police  now  found  it  necessary  to  protect  the  negroes 
by  taking  them  into  custody;  one,  however,  was 
dragged  away  and  dreadfully  beaten;  and  another 
was  battered  with  sticks  and  staves,  the  officers 
themselves  being  crushed  to  the  earth  by  the  rush  of 
the  mob.  Another  colored  man  fled  from  the  fury 
of  the  whites  to  the  roof  of  the  house,  where  he  was 
assailed  by  a  storm  of  missiles.  His  cries  for  mer- 
cy for  a  moment  seemed  to  excite  the  pity  of  some, 
and  "shame!  shame!"  was  heanl  on  every  side.  A 
rope  was  then  thrown  him,  and  he  was  drawn  into 
the  house,  and  by  the  exertions  of  several  gentlemen 
the  mob  were  prevailed  upon  to  remain  without.  As 
the  police  were  taking  him  away,  however,  the  rio- 
ters made  a  fierce  assault  upon  him,  but' were  repul- 
sed by  a  portion  of  their  own  body;  a  fight  ensued 
amongst  themselves,  and  the  negro  escaped  and  dart- 
ed into  another  house,  which  was  afterwards  barri- 
caded, and  the  colored  man  protected  from  further 
injury. 

'Ihroughout  the  evening  the  tumult  was  continu- 
ed, and  arrests  were  occasionally  made  where  the 
storm  of  riot  was  most  violent.  Six  black  persons, 
badly  wounded,  were  brought  to  the  police  office, 
where  their  wounds  were  temporarily  dressed,  and 
the  worst  of  them  taken  to  the  hospital  for  further 
attention,  where  three  or  four  others  remained  dur- 
ing the  night  for  safety.  Mason,  supposed  to  be  the 
person  who  had  fired  and  wounded  some  of  the  crew, 
was  found  by  officer  Wishner,  in  Lombard,  between 
7th  and  8th  sis.  He  requested  him  to  surrender  him- 
self to  his  keeping — that  he  would  lake  him  out  the 
back  way,  and  thus  rescue  him  from  the  immense 
throng  of  persons  that  filled  the  street  in  front,  cla- 
morous for  summary  vengeance  upon  his  person.  To 
this  expostulation  of  the  officer  tbe  black  resisted, 
and  as  force  was  about  to  be  used  to  take  him,  the 
door  was  burst  open,  the  accused  hurled  headfore- 
most out  to  the  crowd,  and  before  his  feet  struck  the 
pavement,  a  hundred  clubs  and  other  missiles  were 
levelled  at  his  person.  The  blows  were  heard  to 
fall  fast  and  heavy  upon  him,  and  the  blood  flew  in 
every  direction.  He  could  make  no  resistance,  and 
after  a  few  minutes  beating,  he  was  dragged  along 
the  street  by  the  head  and  shoulders,  covered  with 
blood,  and  to  all  appearance  dead.  The  crowd  fol- 
lovved  after  in  an  immense  body,  hooting  and  hurra- 
ing in  exultation.  He  was  brought  by  the  officers  to 
the  police,  where,  after  dressing  his  wounds  and  ad- 
niiiiisteriug  stimulants,  he  so  far  recovered  as  to  he 
able  to  be  removed  to  the  hospital.  His  head  and 
whole  person  are  dreadfully  cut  and  bruised,  and  his 
life  is  in  a  critical  situation. 

At  ubuut  9  o'clock,  suddenly,  and  without  an  inti- 
mation that  the  building  had  been  entered,  a  large 
four  story  edifice  in  Lombard  street,  near  Seventh, 
known  as  "Smith's  Hall,"  newly  erected  by  a  weal- 
thy colored  man  named  Smith,  was  discovered  to 
be  on  fire.  The  firemen  hurried  to  the  spot,  but 
their  efiorts  were  confined  to  the  saving  of  buildings 
surrounding  it,  and  in  less  than  a  half  hour  the  walls 
fell,  crushing  a  small  two  story  brick  house  next 
^  door,  to  the  east,  and  knocking  out  its  walls.  This 
hall,  It  was  understood,  was  a  snhstitute  for  "Penn- 
sylvania Hall,"  destroyed  several  years  ago,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  devoted  to  the  same  purpose — the  discus- 
sion of  abolhion  questions.  It  was  entirely  destroy- 
ed in  less  than  an  hour— thousands  of  persons  stand- 
ing looking  at  the  destruction. 

Before  this  lire  had  been  subdued,  another  was 
discovered  issuing  from  the  colored  Presbyterian 
church,  in  St.  Mary  street,  which  had  been  quietly 
entered  and  fired.  This  building  was  also  destroyed. 
j  Alter  midnight  the  police  were  left  in  quiet  pos- 
session of  the  field. 

I  Next  morning  the  exritement  burst  out  anew  and 
[extended  to  the  Schuylkill,  colliers,  laborers,  idlers, 
I  and  boys  crowded  every  corner;  most  of  them  Irisli- 
;  men  armed  with  shilelahs  and  clulis.  Two  black 
!  men  exhibited  themselves,  which  was  the  signal  for 
an  attack.  Both  were  set  upon  by  the  mob  in  the 
most  furious  manner,  and  barely  escaped  with  their 
lives.  They  were  horribly  beaten  and  cut,  and  but 
for  the  interference  of  iVIr.  Dewey,  at  the  foot  of 
;  Walnut  street,  who  got  them  into  his  storehouse  and 
'locked  them  up,  would  doubtless  have  been   killed. 

A  nicssengei;  was  sent  to  the  sherifl'  for  aid.  The 
dcputution  of  that  officer,  under  charge  of  oflicer 
'  Saunders,  to  the  number  of  about  sixty  persons, 
showed  themselves  upon  the  ground,  each  distin- 
guished by  a  green  ribbon  tied  to  the  breast  of  his 
I  coat.  'I'hey  passed  along  Walnut  street  to  the  wharf, 
down  the  wharf  to  Pine,  the  belligerent  party  all  the 
I  while  increasing  in  numbers.     At  Pine,  they  turned 


from  the  wharf,  and  by  the  time  they  had  passed 
half  of  the  St:eond  square  towards  the  hc.irt  of  the 
city,  the  crowd  pressed  on  so  close,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  quicken  their  pace,  which  was  soon  - 
heightened  to  a  full  run,  the  mob  in  hot  pursuit,  loud 
in  threats  and  imprecations.  The  posse  of  the 
sheriff  ran  across  the  commons  to  Spruce  street,  but 
being  headed  off  at  Schuylkill,  Third  and  Spruce,  ran 
down  Third  to  Pine,  along  which  they  made  the  best 
of  their  way  to  the  city.  The  crowd  pursued  them 
to  Sixth  and  Pine,  where  a  black  man  was  seen,  to 
attack  whom  called  them  off  from  the  pursuit  of 
the  sheriff's  possse. 

The  mob,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get  their 
victors,  returned  to  the  south  western  section  of  the 
city,  attacking  every  black  man  that  came  iu  their 
way,  and  committing  many  other  outrages.  About 
noon  they  raced  a  poor  negro  at  the  corner  of  Thir- 
teen and  Shippen  streets — caught  him,  and  beat  and 
frightened  him  almost  to  death.  The  police  officers 
suffered  in  many  cases  very  severely. 

To  add  to  Ihe  difficuliy  the  authority  of  the  mayor 
is  limited  to  the  city  bounds.  But  it  being  ascertain- 
ed that  the  county  commissioners  had  refused  to  pay 
their  sheritfs  possee,  his  honor  immediately  called 
out  the  first  brigade  of  city  volunteers,  pledging 
himself  personally  to  the  amount  of  'jl,000  to  pay 
expenses.  The  military  were  under  arms  by  three 
o'clock.  At  one  o'clock  the  councils  convened  and 
placed  $500  at  the  mayor's  disposal.  The  decision, 
energy,  and  humanity  with  which  this  oflicer  seems 
to  have  acquitted  himself,  entitles  him  to  the  thanks 
of  the  community.  He  was  however  knocked  down 
during  the  evening  by  some  of  the  riotors,  whom  he 
was  endeavoring  to  disperse.  A  great  number, 
whites  and  blacks,  of  those  arrested,  were  examined 
and  committed  by  the  police  during  the  day. 

About  a  thousand  bayonets,  under  command  of 
determined  officers,  remained  upon  post  during  the 
night,  and  kept  the  mob  down. 

Towards  evening  and  after  night  on  Monday  the 
colored  population  fled  in  the  utmost  terror  in  every 
possible  direction — some  escaping  into  .lersey,  some 
over  the  Market  and  CallowhiU  street  bridges  into 
the  country,  and  others  making  their  way  with  all 
the  haste  in  their  power  to  Ihe  upper  liberties  and 
districts  of  Philadelphia.  Numbers  sought  refuge 
in  the  watch  houses — in  the  S.  E.  watch  house  alone 
seventy  females  were  confined  all  night.  Many  hid 
themselves  in  alleys  or  contrived  to  get  into  yards 
and  concealed  themselves  in  sheds  and  other  out- 
houses. The  negro  residents  up  town  barricaded  their 
doors  inside.  Large  bodies  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren of  color,  were  collected  on  the  meadows  below 
the  point  house. 

I  KENTUCKY. 

j  A  military  encamp.memt  formed  W'ith  the  double 
object  of  improving  discipline  and   celebrating  the 

I  anniversary  of  independence,  was  formed,  near  Lex- 

'  ington  on  the  fourth  inst.  The  Artillery,  Light  In- 
fantry, Greys,  and  Grenadiers,  from  Lexington,  and 

I  the   Louisville  Guards,  the  Versailles  Artillery,  the 

'  S'ampuy  Ground  Artillery,  and  the  Georgetown  Ar- 
tillery reported  themselves  in  soldier  like  order  and 
answered  to  roll  call.  There  was  an  immense  as- 
semblage of  ladies  and  gentlemen  on  the  camp 
ground  on  Sunday  the  3d,  when  divine  service  was 
performed  in  the  forenoon  by  the  rev.  J.  D.  Mat- 
thews, of  the  Presbyterian  church,  Lexington,  and  in 
the  afternoon  by  the  rev.  E.  Stevenson.  A  still  lar- 
ger concourse  attended  the  grand  parade  on  tht  an- 
niversary, when  ilie  troops  were  reviewed  by  the  go- 
vernor, and  an  appropriate  oration  was  delivered  by 

j  Charles  S.  Morehead,  esq. 

ILLINOIS. 
I  The  Mormon  excitement  appears  to  increase. 
;The  developements  which  may  be  gathered  from  the 
'  publications  of  the  state,  are  truly  starlling.  It  ap- 
I  pears  that  the  prophetof  the  sect,.Ioseph  Smith,  and 
his  associates,  have  about  »ix  thousand  vote',  under 
their  immediate  control,  suliicient  to  give  them  the 
balance  of  power  between  parties  in  the  state.  Jt 
is  alleged  that  they  have  found  out  how  to  make  a 
profitable  market  of  this  power.  At  the  presideiilial 
election  they  generally  voted  for  General  Harrison, 
but  at  the  last  election  they  supported  the  Van  Bu- 
ren  candidates.  They  are  now  accused  af  having 
contracted  to  support  the  same  party  at  the  election 
which  occurred  this  week,  in  considerati  nof  vvhich 
the  city  of  Nauvoo  had  a  charter  granted  to  it  with 
very  extraordinary  powers.  The  predominance  of 
the  sect  is  secured  to  great  extent  indeed,  if  the  ver- 
sion of  the  charter  given  by  the  Sangamo  Journal  be 
correct.  It  states  that  they  are  authorised  to  punish 
any  violation  of  their  city  ordmaiices  by  imprison- 
mfji(  for  life,  and  one  of  their  ordinances  prohibits 
any  one  from  speaking  disrespectfully  of  Smith,  un- 
der severe  penalties." 
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Again,  "any  citizen  who,  in  passing  through  Nau- 
voo,  may  tliinlt  proper  to  spcali  with  contempt  of 
Smitli,  may  be  arrested,  willt  or  vithoiit  process,  and 
be  imprisoned  SIX  MONTHS,  or  compelled  to  pay 
a  fine  of  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS!!". 

Authority  is  gu en  for  the  establishment  of  a  uni- 
Tersity,  and  legislative  powers  conferred  upon  its 
ofiicers  equal  to  those  possessed  by  the  legislature  it- 
self. Another  section  authorises  the  city  council  to 
"organize  the  inhabitants  of  said  city,"  subject  to 
military  duly,  into  a  body  of  independent  military 
men,  to  be  called  the  "Nauvoo  Legion,"  the  court 
martial  of  which  shall  be  composed  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  of  said  Legion,  and  constitute  Ihelmo 
making  power,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  make, 
ordain,  establish  and  execute  all  such  laws  and  ordi- 
nances as  may  be  considered  necessary  for  the  bene- 
fit, government  and  regulation  of  said  Legion." 

The  Journal  adds,  "Smith  has  been  appointed 
lieutenant  gcntrnl—aa  office,  never  before  held  but  by 
one  individual  in  this  country — Washington.  Under 
this  appointment,  he  claims  that  in  time  of  war  he  is 
the  head  of  the  army  of  the  United  States." 

At  a  military  parade  on  the  4th  of  July,  the  num- 
ber of  troops  under  arms,  as  reported  to  the  Galena 
Advertiser  by  a  gentleman  who  passed  through  Nau- 
voo on  that  day,  was  (u'oKj-doo  hundred. 

The  Mormons,  it  is  further  stated  however,  have 
concluded  to  have  a  ticket  of  their  own,  and  they 
have  nominated  Adam  W.  Snyder  for  governor  of 
Illinois,  and  John  Moore,  for  lieutenant  governor. 
These  nominations,  it  is  said,  will  be  supported  by 
the  whole  sect.  It  is  further  stated  that  Smith  anti- 
cipates a  requisition  upon  Gov.  Carlin  from  the  go- 
vernorof  Missouri,  for  his  person;  that  he  is  deter- 
mined not  to  be  given  up.  He  has  state  arms,  and 
is  prepared  to  use  them.  The  Mormons  say  their 
pr«phet  shall  not  be  taken  while  any  are  left  to  de- 
fend him.  Meantime  Gen.  Bennett  has  published 
two  more  letters,  containing  what  he  calls  his  dis- 
closures. He  charges  Smith  with  murder  and  other 
crimes,  and  among  other  matters  publishes  the  fol- 
lowing affidavit. 

"State  of  Illinois,  ) 

Hancock  county,        \  ^'^' 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Hiram  Kimball, 

an  alderman  of  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  Francis  M.  Hig- 

bee,-who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  depo- 

seth  and  saith  lli.it  Joseph  Smith  told  him,  that  John 

C.  Beunet  could  be  easily  put  aside  or  drowned,  and 
no  person  would  be  the  wiser  for  it,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  attended  lo; — ai.d  he  further  remarked  that  the 
sooner  this  Has  done  the  better  for  the  church,  fear- 
ing, as  he  said,  that  Bennett  would  make  some  dis- 
closures juejadicial  to  said  Smith.  This  was  about 
the  time  of  uunneti's  withdrawal  from  the  church — 
or  a  short  time  before — and  further  tliis  deponeth 
saith  not.  Francis  M.  Higbee. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  3Ulh  day  of  June,  A. 

D.  1842.  HiR.tM  Kimball,  alderman.''' 
Another  affidavit,  signed  by  Melissa  Schindelle,  is 

published,  contirming  a  portion  of  Bennett's  state- 
ment. Bennett  concludes  by  saying  that  he  is  going 
to  Missouri,  to  have  Joe  taken  to  justice,  and  then 
he  intends  to  proceed  to  New  York  and  publish  a 
history  of  the  saints.  Unfortunately,  this  Mormon 
business  has  been  so  mingled  with  political  affairs  in 
Illinois,  that_  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  whole  truth. 
Later.  Disappearance  of  elder  Orson  Pratt! 
The  Warsaw  Signal,  a  paper  published  near  Nauvoo, 
states  that  information  had  been  received  at  Warsaw, 
of  the  sudden  disappearance  of  elder  Orson  Pratt,  a 
prominent  Mormon.  He  left  a  paper  stating  that  his 
disappearance  was  caused  by  Joe  Smith's  treatment 
of  his  wife,  and  by  some  wrong  doing  in  the  church. 
He  confirms  General  Bennetts  statement  relative  to 
Joe  Smith's  attempt  to  seduce  Mrs.  Pratt.  It  was 
supposed  by  some  in  Nauvoo,  that  he  had  committed 
suicide,  and  about  5U0  persons  were  out  in  search  of 
hmi. 
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J.    C.    CALHOUN. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  U.  S.  Ga- 
zette, wri'cs  oil  the  23d  inst.  "Among  the  curious 
matters  that  I  have  heard  reported  in  the  metropo- 
lis, is  the  strong  attempt  recently  made,  and  now 
avowed,  to  have  Mr.  Calhoun  the  nominee  of  the 
loco  foco  party.  A  caucus  has  been  held,  and  circu- 
lars issued,  to  call  upon  the  leading  loco  focos  in  the 
different  states  to  rally  for  Mr.  Calhoun.  I  have  not 
seen  one  of  these  circulars,  but  1  understand  that 
they  have  already  been  despatched.  The  success  of 
Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  friends  will  be  the  signal  for  a 
rally  for  southern  interests,  but  I  doubt  whether  he 
can  succeed.  Mr.  Van  Buren  appears  to  have  the 
voice  from  the  Hermitage.  Still  the  effort  i»  being 
made,  and  you  will  soon  see  the  result." 


A  Boston  paper  states  that  Mr.  Calhoun  has  writ- 
ten that  he  intends  to  be  a  candidate.  The  Rich- 
mond Enquirer  pronounces  both  those  tales  as  false. 
.Many  of  the  southern,  and  especially  the  leading 
South  Carolina  journal*  are  now  constantly  publish- 
ing articles  in  favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  a  candidate 
for  the  next  presidency. 

general    SCOTT. 

The  Scott  Pennsylvania  convention  assembled  at 
Harrisburg  on  the  26lh  ult.  Delegates  from  ten 
counties  and  from  Philadelphia  city,  attended.  They 
principally  consisted  of  the  anti-masons,  and  Tha- 
deus  Stevens  vias  a  prominent  member.  The  Tele- 
graph says:  "The  convention  was  more  numerous 
than  any  convention  favorable  to  Harrison  before  he 
had  been  a  candidate  for  the  presidency."  A  letter 
from  Gen.  Scott,  dated  the  15th  July,  in  reply  to 
some  question  put  to  him  by  some  of  his  friends  in 
Harrisburg,  says:  "that  in  his  opinion,  it  is  not  only 
the  duty  of  an  executive  officer  in  an  elective  gov- 
ernment 'to  appoint  to  office  persons  of  that  general 
party  which  elected  him — but  1  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  exceptions  to  the  general  rule,  if  any,  C'ught  to 
be  exceedingly  rare.'  He  also  declares  himself  in 
favor  of  countervailing  retaliatory  duties  at  home, 
'until  the  other  great  commercial  nations  can  be 
forced  to  practice  upon,  as  well  as  to  propagate  in 
speeches  and  writings  the  liberal  doctrines.'  " 

J.    BUCHANAN. 

The  "democratic"  convention  which  met  at  Har- 
risburg on  the  23d  March  last,  appointed  a  commit- 
tee for  the  purpose,  who  have  now  issued  an  address, 
urging  the  claims  of  James  Buchanan,  esq.  to 
the  next  presidency — and  recommending  that  a  state 
convention  beheld  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  8th  Janua- 
ry next. 

martin  van  buren. 

The  ex-president,  Mr.  Van  Bdren,  has  returned 
to  his  residence  at  Kinderhook,  by  way  of  the  lakes, 
having  been  very  cordially  received  and  entertained 
during  his  extensive  tour,  without  respect  to  parties. 
He  spent  some  time  with  ex-president  Jackson,  at 
the  Hermitage,  and  with  Henry  Clat,  at  Ashland; 
was  publicly  entertained  at  St.  Louis,  and  many  oth- 
er places  in  his  route.  We  have  met  with  no  public 
expression  of  his  friends  by  way  of  nomination  for 
the  next  presidency  as  yet,  though  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  is  looked  upon  by  a  large  proportion  of  his 
former  supporters,  as  being  of  course  their  candidate. 

HENRY    clay. 

The  whig  papers  very  generally  throughout  the 
country,  are  hoisting  the  Clay  flag.  Several  whig 
state  conventions  have  nominated  him,  amongst 
them.  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Maine,  and  Dela- 
ware. Several  other  slate  conventions  are  notified  to 
assemble  shortly — numerous  minor  conventions  in 
varijus  directions  have  named  Mr.  Clay  as  their  fa- 
vorite. 

JOHN    TYLER. 

Although  no  actual  nominatiou  has  been  made  and 
the  expressions,  letters,  and  toasts  uttered  by  Mr. 
Tyler  during  the  campaign  of  1840,  in  favor  of  the 
one  term  principle  are  reiterated  by  those  opposed  to 
him  as  proof  that  he  will  not  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, yet  meetings  have  been  called  in  several 
of  the  principal  cities,  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Cincinnati,  &.C.,  at  which  resolutions  have  b.?en 
adopted  approbatory  of  his  administration  and  look- 
ing it  is  supposed  to  his  being  again  a  candidate. 


REVOLTTIONARY  REMIN  ISf  KX<  8^  S. 


The  following  communication  from  one  amongst 
the  prominent  men  of  "seventy-six,"  sketching  live- 
ly incident*  and  outlinee  of  characters  connected 
with  the  origin  of  the  American  revolution,  was 
written  1 1  the  first  editor  of  the  National  Register. 
It  was  obligingly  handed  to  us  some  time  since,  and 
ought  to  have  appeared  earlier.  Both  the  writer  and 
he  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  as  well  as  all  of  whom 
it  treats,  have  passed  from  the  stage  of  action.  They 
have  left  works  behind  them,  however,  which  will 
endure  beyond  the  age  of  granite  monuments. 

Quinaj,  February  13,  1818. 

Mr.  Niles:  The  American  revolution  was  not  a 
common  event.  Its  effects  and  consequences  have 
already  been  awful  over  a  great  part  of  the  globe. 
And  when  and  where  are  they  to  cease? 

But  what  do  we  mean  by  the  .American  revolu- 
tion.' Do  we  mean  the  American  war?  The  revo- 
lution was  effected  before  the  war  commenced.  The 
revolution  was  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple. A  change  in  their  religious  sentiments  of  their 
duties  and  obligations.  While  the  king,  and  all  in 
authority  under  him,  were  believed  to   govern,  in 


justice  and  mercy  according  to  the  laws  and  consti- 
tutions derived  to  them  from  the  God  of  nature,  and 
transmitted  to  them  by  their  ancestors— tliey  thought 
themselves  bound  to  pray  for  the  king  and  queen  and 
all  the  royal  family,  and  all  in  authority  under  them, 
as  ministers  ordained  of  God  for  their  good.  But 
w'hen  they  saw  those  powers  renouncing  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  authority,  and  bent  upon  destruction  of  all 
the  securities  of  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties, 
they  thought  it  their  duty  to  pray  for  the  continentai 
congress  and  all  the  thirteen  state  congresses,  &c. 

There  might  be,  and  there  were  others,  who 
thought  less  about  religion  and  conscience,  but  had 
certain  habitual  sentiments  of  allegiance  and  loyalty 
derived  from  their  education;  but  believing  allegi- 
ance and  protection  to  be  reciprocal,  when  protec- 
tion was  withdrawn,  they  thought  allegiance  was 
dissolved. 

Another  alteration  was  common  to  all.  The  peo- 
ple of  America  had  been  educated  in  an  habitual 
affection  for  England  as  their  mother-country;  and 
while  they  thought  her  a  kind  and  tender  parent, 
(erroneously  enough,  however,  for  she  never  was 
such  a  mother,)  no  affection  could  be  more  sincere. 
But  when  they  found  her  a  cruel  Beldam,  willing, 
like  lady  Macbeth,  to  "dash  their  brains  out,"  it  is 
no  wonder  if  their  filial  affections  ceased  and  were 
changed  into  indignation  and  horror. 

This  radical  change  in  the  priruiples,  opinions,  senti- 
ments and  affections  of  the  people,  ivas  the  real  American 
revolution. 

By  what  means  this  great  and  important  altera- 
tion in  the  religious,  moral,  political  and  social  cha- 
racter of  the  people  of  thirteen  colonies,  all  distinct, 
unconnected  and  independent  of  each  other,  was  be- 
gun, pursued  and  accomplished,  it  is  surely  interest- 
ing to  humanity  to  investigate  and  perpetuate  lo 
posterity. 

To  this  end  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  young 
gentlemen  of  letters  in  all  the  states,  especially  in 
the  thirteen  original  states,  would  undertake  the  la- 
borious, but  certainly  interesting  and  amusing  task, 
of  searching  and  collecting  all  the  records,  pam- 
phlets, newspapers,  and  even  handbills,  which  in 
any  way  contributed  to  change  the  temper  and  views 
of  the  people,  and  compose  them  into  an  independent 
nation. 

The  colonies  had  grown  up  under  constitutions  of 
government,  so  different,  there  was  so  great  a  varie- 
ty of  religions,  they  were  composed  of  so  many  dif- 
ferent nations,  their  customs,  manners  and  habits 
had  so  little  resemblance,  and  their  intercourse  had 
been  so  rare,  and  their  knowledge  of  each  other  so 
imperfect,  that  lo  unite  them  in  the  same  principles 
in  theory,  and  the  same  system  of  action  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  difficult  enterprize.  The  complete  ac- 
complishment of  it  in  so  short  a  time  and  by  such 
simple  means,  was  perhaps  a  singular  example  in 
the  history  of  mankind.  Thirteen  clocks  were  made 
to  strike  together;  a  perfection  of  mechanism  which 
no  artist  had  ever  before  etfected. 

In  this  research,  the  glorioroles  of  individual  gen- 
tlemen and  of  separate  states  is  of  little  consequence. 
The  means  a.vd  the  measures  are  the  proper  ob- 
jects of  investigation.  These  may  be  of  use  to  pos- 
terity, not  only  in  this  nation,  but  in  South  America, 
and  all  other  countries.  They  may  teach  mankind 
that  revolutions  are  no  trifles;  that  they  ought  never 
to  he  undertaken  rashly;  nor  without  deliberate  con- 
sideration and  sober  reflection;  nor  without  a  solid 
immutable,  eternal  foundation  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity; nor  without  a  people  possessed  of  intelligence, 
fortitude  and  integrity  sufficient  to  carry  them  with 
steadiness,  patience,  and  perseverance,  through  ail 
the  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  the  fiery  trials  and  me- 
lancholy disasters  Ihey  may  have  to  encounter. 

The  town  of  Boston  early  instituted  an  annual 
oration  on  the  fourth  of  July,  in  commemoration  of 
the  principles  and  feelings  which  contributed  to  pro- 
duce the  revolution.  Many  of  those  orations  I  have 
heard,  and  all  thai  I  could  obtain  I  have  read.  Much 
ingenuity  and  eloquence  appears  upon  every  subject, 
except  those  principles  and  feelings.  That  of  my 
honest  and  amiable  neighbor,  Josiah  Quincy.  appear- 
ed to  me,  the  most  directly  to  the  purpose  of  the  in- 
stitution. Those  prinri;  !os  and  feelings  ought  to  be 
traced  back  for  two  hundred  years,  and  sought  in  the 
history  of  the  country  from  the  first  plantations  in 
America.  Nor  should  the  principles  and  feelings  of 
the  English  and  Scotch  towards  the  colonies,  throu<>-h 
that  whole  period  ever  be  forgotten.  The  perpetual 
discordance  between  British  principles  and  feelings, 
and  those  of  America,  the  next  year  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  French  power  in  America,  came  to  a 
risis,  and  produced  an  explosion. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  annihilation  of  the  French 
dominion  in  America,  that  any  British  ministry  had 
dared  to  gratify  their  own  wishes,  and  the  desire  of 
the  nation,  by  projecting  a  formal  plan  for  raising  a 
national  revenue  from    America  by   pailiamentary 
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taxation.  The  first  .great  manifestation  of  this  de- 
sign, was  by  the  tlie  order  to  carrj  into  strict  execu- 
tions those  acts  of  parliament  wliich  were  well  known 
by  the  appellation  of  the  atts  nf  trade,  which  had  lain 
a  dead  letter,  unexecuted  for  half  a  century,  and 
some- of  them  I  believe  for  nearly  a  whole  one. 

Thia  produced,  in  1760  and  1761,  an  awakening 
and  a  revival  of  American  principles  and  feelings, 
with  an  enthusiasm  which  went  on  increasing  till  in 
1775,  it  burst  out  in  open  violence,  hostility,  and 
fury. 

The  characters,  the  most  conspicuous,  the  most 
ardent  and  influential  in  this  revival,  from  17C0  to 
1766,  were — first  and  foremost,  before  all,  and  above 
all,  James  Otis;  next  to  him  was  Osenbridge 
Thatc  heb;  next  to  him  Samuel  Adams;  next  to  him 
John  Hancock;  then  Dr.  Mayhew,  then  Dr.  Cooper 
and  his  brother.  Of  Mr.  HancocU's  life,  character, 
generous  nature,  great  and  disinterested  sacrifices, 
and  important  services,  if  1  had  forces,  I  should  be 
glad  to  write  a  volume.  But  this  1  hope  will  be  done 
by  some  younger  and  abler  hand.  Mr.  Thatcher, 
because  his  name  and  merits  are  less  known,  must 
rot  be  wholly  omitted.  This  gentleman  was  an  emi- 
nent barrister  at  law,  in  as  large  practice  as  any  one 
in  Boston.  There  was  not  a  citizen  of  that  town 
more  universally  beloved  for  his  learning,  ingenuity, 
every  domestic  and  social  virtue,  and  conscientious 
condi^ct  in  every  relation  of  life.  His  patriotism 
was  as  ardent  as  his  progenetors  had  been  ancient 
and  illustrious  in  this  country.  Hutcliinson  often 
said,  "Thatcher  was  not  born  a  plebeian,  but  he  was 
determined  to  die  one."  In  May,  1763,  I  believe, 
he  was  chosen  by  the  town  of  Boston,  one  of  their 
representatives  in  the  legislature,  a  colleague  with 
Mr.  Otis,  who  had  been  a  member  from  May,  1761, 
and  he  continued  to  be  re-elected   annually  till  his 


vers,  and  all  their  connections,  dependants, adherents, 
shoclickers,  entirely  devoted.  He  asserted  that  they 
were  all  engaged,  with  all  the  crown  oflicers  in 
America,  and  the  understrappers  of  the  ministry  in 
England,  in  a  deep  and  treasonable  conspiracy  to  be- 
tray the  liberties  of  their  country,  for  their  own  pri- 
ate,  personal,  and  family  aggrandisement.  His 
philippicks  against  the  unprincipled  ambition  and 
avarice  of  all  of  them,  but  especially  of  Hutchin- 
son, were  unbridled;  not  only  in  private,  confiden- 
tial conversations,  but  in  all  companies  and  on  all 
occasions.  He  gave  Hutchinson  the  soubriquet  of 
"Sumnia  Potestalis,"  and  rarely  mentioned  him  but 
by  the  name  of  "Summa."  His  liberties  of  speech 
were  no  secrets  to  his  enemies.  I  have  sometimes 
wondered  that  they  did  not  throw  him  over  the  bar, 
as  they  did  soon  aftervv:irds,  Major  Hawley.  For 
they  hated  him  worse  than  they  did  James  Otis  or 
Samuel  Adams,  and  they  feared  him  riiore — because 
they  had  no  revenge  for  a  father's  disappointment  of 
a  seat  on  the  superior  bench  to  impute  to  him  as 
they  did  to  Otis;  and  Thatcher's  character  through 
life  had  been  so  modest,  decent,  unassuming — his 
morals  so  pure,  and  his  religion  so  venerated,  that 
they  dared  not  attack  him.     In   his  office  were  edii- 


just  apprehension  that  bishops  and  diocesses-and 
churches,  and  priests  and  tythes,  were  to  be  impos- 
ed upon  us  by  parliament.  It  v;as  known  that  nei- 
ther king  nor  ministry  nor  archbishops  could  appoint 
bishops  in  America  without  an  act  of  parliament; 
and  if  parliament  could  tax  us  they  could  establisli, 
the  church  of  England  with  all  its  creeds,  articles, 
tests,  ceremonies  and  tythes,  and  prohibited  all  other 
churches  as  conventicles  and  schism  shops.  Nor 
must  Mr.  Gushing  be  forgotten.  His  good  sense  and 
sound  judgment,  the  urbanity  of  his  manners,  his 
universal  good  character,  his  numerous  friends  and 
connections,  and  his  continual  intercourse  with  all 
sorts. of  people,  added  to  his  constant  attachment  to 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  gave  him  a  great  and 
salutary  influence  from  the  beginning  in  1760. 

Let  me  recommend  these  hints  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Mr.  Wirt,  whose  life  of  Mr.  Henry  1  have 
read  with  groat  delight.  I  think,  that  after  mature 
investigation  he  will  be  convinced  that  Mr.  Henry 
did  not  give  the  first  impulse  to  the  ball  "of  inde- 
pendence," and  that  Otis  Thatcher,  Samuel  Adams, 
Mayhew,  Hancock,  Gushing,  and  thousands  of  oth- 
ers were  labouring  for  several  years  at  the  wheel 
before  the   name  of  Mr.  Henry  was  heard  beyond 


ted   to  the  bar  two  eminent  characters,  the  late  1  the  limits  of  Virginia 
judge  Lowell   and  Josiah   Qiiincy,  aptly  called  the        If  you  print  this,  I  will  endeavor  to  send  you  some. 
Boston  Cicero.     Mr.  Thatcher's  frame  was  slender,    thing  concerning  Samuel  Adams,  who  was  destined 


to  a  longer  career,  and  to  add  a  more  conspicuous, 
and,  perhaps,  a  more  important  part  than  any  other 
man.  But  his  life  would  require  a  volume.  If  you 
decline  printing  this  letter,  I  pray  to  return  it  as 
soon  as  possible  to 

Sir,  your  humble  servant, 
Mr.  Mies.  JOHN  ADAMS. 


BBNJAMISr  BARTOJT, 


ONE  OF  THE  EARLY  SETTLERS  OF  WEST- 
ERN NEW  YORK. 
It  is  one  of  the  happy  peculiarities  of  a  republic 
like  ours,  that  instead  of  possessing,  as  is  the  ca.se 


ed  men,  whose  actions  constitute  the  history  of  the 
nation,  our  history,  at  least  up  to  this  time,  is  told 
in  the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  citizens,  though  no 


his  constitution  delicate.  Whether  his  physicians 
overstrained  his  vessels  with  mercury,  when  he  had 
the  small  pox  by  inoculation  at  the  castle,  or  whe- 
ther he  was  overplied  by  public  anxieties  and  exer- 
tions, the  small  pox  left  him  in  a  decline  from  which 
he  never  recovered.  Not  long  before  his  death  he 
sent  for  me  to  commit  to  my  care  some  of  his  busi- 
ness at  the  bar.  I  asked  him  whether  he  had  seen 
tlie  Virginia  resolves:  "Oh  yes. — They  are  men! 
death  in  1765,  when  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  was  elect-  [  They  are  noble  spirits!  It  kills  me  to  think  of  the 
ed  to  fill  his  place  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Otis,  then  ;  lethargy  and  stupidity  that  prevails  here.  I  long  to 
attending  the  congress  at  New  York.  Thatcher  had  ^  be  out.  I  will  go  out.  I  will  go  out.  I  will  go  in- 
long  been  jealous  of  the  unbounded  ambition  of  Mr.  to  the  court,  and  make  a  speech  which  shall  be  read 
Hutchinson,  but  when  he  found  him  not  contentwith  1  after  my  death  as  my  dying  testimony  against  this 
the  otEce  of  lieutenant  governor,  the  command   of  j  infernal  tyranny  they  arc  bringing  upon  us."   Seeing 

the  castle  and   its  emoluments,  of  judge  of  probate    the   violent   agitation    into    which    it   threw  him,  I  i  „7nera7l7under  monirchie7a'verv'''few  distiniiuish 
for   the  county  of  Suflblk,  a  seal   in  his  majesty's   changed  the  subject  as  soon  as  possible,  and  retired.   S^"*'^^"?  ""'"^'^  monarches,  a  very  lew  aisiinguisn 
council  in  the  legislature,  his  brother-in-law,  secre- ;  He  had  been  confined  for  some  time.     Had   he  been   "''   ""'"   whose  actions  constitntp.  the  historv  of  thi 
tary  of  state  by  the  king's  commission,  a  brotlier  of;  abroad  among  the  people  he  would  not  have  corn- 
that  secretary  of  state  a  judge  of  the  superior  court  j  plained  so  pathetically  of  the   "lethargy   and   stu- 

and  a  member  of  council,  now  in  1760  and  1761,  so- !  pidity  that  prevailed,"  for  town  and   country  were  „.,  ^  ■  ■     ■.    .u       u        i. 

liciting  and  accepting  the  oflice  of  chief  justice  of  ,Lll  alive;  and  in  August  became  active  enough,  and  1°"*  °^  ^^^'"  "f  o^^erweaning  superiority  though  each 
the  superior  court  of  judicature,  he  concluded  as  |  some  of  the  people  proceeded  to  unwarrantable  ex-  '' =i"  essential  ingredient  of  the  community,  a  com- ■ 
Mr.  Otis  did,  and  as  every  other  enlightened  friend  ;  cesses,  which  were  more  lamented  by  the  patriots  !  ponent  part  of  the  republic.     Hence,  in  the  memo-  • 

character 
■om  tho 
the  revo- 

His  indignation  against  him  henceforward,  to  1765, ;  Mayhew,  a  descendant  of  the  ancient  governor  of :  lution,  we  catch  the  true  spirit  of  the  times  in  which 
when  he  died,  knew  no  bounds  but  truth.  I  speak  i  Martha's  Vineyard.  This  divine  had  raised  a  great !  they  lived.  The  most  interesting  impress  of  any  ago 
from  pei-sonal  knowledge  and  with  candor.  For,  i  reputation,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  by  the  pub- ' .  j  ■  lu  .  •  .v,  <r  >  c  -i  .  „..;,;.,- 
from  1758  to  1765,  I  attended  every  superior  and  in-  lication  of  a  volume  of  seven  sermons  in  the  reign  i  '^  '^^"'^'^  ^^  ^'^"'"^  "'^  ^^°'^  °'  '^'  <=nterprizi..s 
feriorcourtin  Boston, andrecollect  notone  in  which|of  king  George  the  secoiul,  1749,  and  by  many  other;'"''"-  I'  '^  wholesome,  too,  to  take  lessons  from 
he  did  not  invite  me  home  to  spend  evenings  with  j  writings,  particularly  a  sermon  in  1750,  on  the  13th  their  experience,  and  diffuse  instruction  from  thL-ii- 
him,  when  he  made  me  converse  with  him  a,s  well  as  ;  January,  on  the  subject  of  passive  obedience  and  examples.  The  memoirs  of  patriots  are  the  mo-t 
I  could  on  all  subjects  of  religion,  morals,  law,  poll-   non-resistance;  in  which  the  saintship  and   martyr- i         ...        -  ... 

tics,  history,  philosophy,  belles-lettres,  theology,  my-   dom  of  king  Charles  llie  first  are  considered,  season-   P™<='°"'  relics  ol  a  republic. 

thology,  cosmogony,  metaphysics,  Locke,  Clark,  !  ed  with  wit  and  satire,  superior  to  any  in  Swift  or  These  reflt'otions  were  induced  by  meeting  wilh 
Leibnitz,  Bolingbroke,  Berkley,  the  pre-established  Franklin.  It  was  read  by  every  body,  celebrated  by  an  obituary  notice  of  the  lute  Benjamin  Barton,  es'|. 
harmony  of  the  Universe,  the  nature  of  matter  and  friend.s,  and  abused  by  enemies.  During  the  reigns  of  Lswistown,  New  York,  wh,,so  inemiry  deserves 
spirit,  and  the  eternal  establishment  of  coincidences    of  king   George  the  first  and   king  George  the  se-        ,       ,      .  ,     ,       ,  ,      r„u         . 

between  their  operations;  fale,  foreknowledge  abso-  j  cond,  the  reigns  of  the  Stewarts  the  two  Jameses,  :  ^°  ^'^  cherished  and  perpetuated.  The  notice  rear,,- 
lute — and  ue  reasoned  on  such  unfathomable  sub- !  and  the  two  Charleses  wore  in  general  disgrace  in  ed  us  in  the  columns  of  the  Rochester  Evening  Pn^l, 
jects  as  high  as  Milton's  gentry  in  Pandemonium;  England.  In  America  lliiv  had  always  been  helil  in  '  of  the  5th  ult.  whose  editor  inserts  it  under  the  caii- 
and  we  understood  them  as  well  as  they  did  -and  no  ablKU  rence.  The  persecutions  and  cruelties  suffer-  j;^,,  „f  .p  .„,  „j  CiMizatim-mAces  of  the  Dead, 
better.     To  such  mighty  mysteries  he  added  the  news   ed  by  their  ancestors  under  those  reigns,  had  been  m,        i- 

of  the  day,  and  the   Ultle  l.attle  of  the  town.     But ;  transmitted  by  history  and   tradition,  and  Mayhew,  ,  •'^o-  3-"     ^he  editor  says— 

his  favorite  suhjecl  was  polilics,  and  the  impending  '  seemed  to  be  raised  up  to  revue  all  their  animosity  j  "A  friendly  hand  has  traced  for  a  Buffalo  paprr 
threatening  system  of  parliamintaryj  taxation  and  ,  aganisl  tyranny,  in  church  and  state,  and  at  the  same  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  venerable  Benjamin  iiiir- 
universal  government  over  the  colonies.  On  this  I  time  to  destroy  ilicii- bigotry,  fanaticism  and  incon-,ton — materials  for  which,  we  were  about  to  throw 
subject  he  was  so  anxious  and  agitated,  that  I  have   sistency.    David  Hume's  plausible,  elegant,  fascinat-    togethor  after  hearing  of  his  decease. 

ing  and  fallacious  apology,  in  which  he  varnished  The  sketch  thus  presented  exhibits  an  outline  of, 
over  the  crimes  of  the  Steuarts,  had  not  then  appear- 1  the  progress  of  Western  New  York,  from  its  sylvan 
ed.  To  draw  the  character  of  Mayhew  would  be  to  ,  condition  to  its  present  palmy  state — from  the  rudo- 
transcribe  a  dozen  volumes.  This  transcendaut  ge-  ncss  of  savage  life  to  the  refinement  of  an  enlighten- 
nius  llirew  all  the  weight  of  his  great  fame  into  the  1  ed  people  revelling  in  all  the  comforts  of  civilizalioP 
scale  of  his  country  in  1761,  and  maintained  it  there  i  and  free  government. 

with  zeal  and  ardor,  till  his  death  in  1766.  In  1763,  j  How  great  is  the  contra.st  presented  between  Ihi 
appeared  the  controversy  between  him  and  Mr.  I  condition  of  this  region  at  the  time  of  Barton's  death 
Apthorp,  Mr.  Caner,  Ur.  Johnson,  and  archbishop  i  and  that  which  existed  when  he  subscribed  his  nami 
Seeker,  on  the  charter  and  conduct  of  the  society  'in  1788  as  a  witness  to  one  of  those  cxtraordinar 
for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts.  To  form 
a  judgment  of  this  debate,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  to  a 
review  of  the  whole,  printed  at  the  time,  and  writ- 
ten by  Samuel  .'Vdann,  though  by  some,  very  absurd- 
ly and  errnnoously  ascribed  to  Mr.  Apthorp.  If  I 
am  not  mistaken,  it  will  be  found  a  model  of  candor, 

sagacity,  impartiality,  and  close  correct  reasoning.  _       .  _ 

If  any  gentleman  supposes  this  controversy  to  be  living  witnesses,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  ne 
reiivafins  of  liberty  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  I  nothing  to  the  present  purpose,  he  is  grossly  mista-  state  in  Western  New  York — as  Vermont  had  jus 
where  only  any  semblance  of  it  was  left  in  the  world,  ken.  It  spread  an  universal  alarm  against  the  au-  previously  been  erected  from  the  northeastern  couit 
To  lhi»  sjsltm  he  considered  Hulchmson,  the  Oli- 1  thonty    of  parliament.     It   excited   a   general   and  ,  ties  of  New  York 


no  doubt  it  occasioned  his  premature  death.  From 
the  time  when  he  argued  the  question  of  writs  of 
assilance  to  his  death,  he  considered  the  king,  minis- 
try, parliament,  and  nation  of  Great  Britain  as  de- 
termined to  new  model  the  colonies  from  the  foun- 
dation; to  annul  all  their  charters,  to  constitute  them 
all  royal  governments;  to  raise  a  revenue  in  Ameri- 
ca by  parliamentary  taxation;  to  apply  that  revenue 
to  pay  the  salaries  of  governors,  judges  and  all  other 
crown  olhcers;  and,  after  all  this,  to  raise  as  large  a 
revenue  as  they  pleased  to  be  applied  to  national 
purposes  at  the  exchequer  in  England;  and  farther, 
to  establish  bishops  and  the  whole  system  of  the 
church  of  England,  tythes  and  all,  throughout  all 
British  America.  This  system,  he  said,  if  it  wassuf- 
fered  to  prevail  would  exlmguish  the  flame  of  liber- 
ty all  over  the  world;  that  .America  would  be  em- 
ployed as  an  engine  to  batter  down  all  the  miserable 


leases"  which  some  white  men  formed  with  Ih 
Indians  for  obtaining  possession  of  all  Western  Ne« 
York  for  the  moderate  term  of  nine  hundred  an( 
ninety-nine  years! — documents  which  we  traced  out 
after  much  research,  where  they  had  lain  long-fot 
gotten  among  the  archives  of  this  state  at  Albany- 
uments  which  were  designed,  as  we  know — froB 
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Frnin  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Mvertiser, 
Major  Benjamin  Barton,  who  died  on  the  15th 
June,  at  his  late  residence  in  the  village  of  Lewiston, 
was  born  in  llie  county  of  Sussex,  state  of  New 
Jersey,  March  2,  1771,  consequently  at  his  death  he 
was  in  his  72d  year.  Major  B.  in  August  1788, 
when  quite  a  youtii  visited  the  Niagara  frontier,  at 
which  time  there  were  no  [few]  white  residents  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Utica.  About  ]790,  he  left 
Jersey  and  purchased  a  magnificent  farm  of  more 
than  a  mile  square  on  the  wast  bank  of  the  Seneca 
Like,  seven  miles  south  of  Geneva.  Much  of  this 
farm  was  under  tolerable  improvement  with  a  large 
orchard  of  apple  trees,  having  formerly  been  the  site 
of  an  Indian  village.  In  1793,  major  B.  was  married 
at  Canandaigua,  to  the  kind  and  affectionate  com- 
panion who  yet  survives  him,  and  with  whom  he 
lived  in  great  happiness  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Major  B.  removed  in  the  sprmg  of  1807,  from  his 
residence  on  the  banks  of  the  Seneca  Lake,  to  the 
village  of  Lewiston,  in  Niagara  county,  then,  con- 
taining about  ten  or  twelve  small  log  dwellings. — 
Between  1800  and  1805  he  was  for  three  or  four 
years  the  sheriff  of  Ontario  county,  which  then  em- 
braced all  the  territory  of  New  York  west  of  Seneca 
Lake,  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  to  Lake  Ontario, 
which  has  since  been  subdivided  into  fourteen  coun- 
ties. During  the  time  he  held  the  office,  he  had  to 
serve  a  criminal  process  upon  an  Indian  residing  on 
the  Buffalo  Reservation  for  the  crime  of  murder,  he 
having  killed  a  man  io  a  broil  at  a  little  log  tavern 
near  where  the  Mansion  House  in  Buffalo  now 
stands.  He  made  the  arrest,  but  was  not  permitted 
by  the  Indians — they  being  the  strongest  party — to 
take  the  prisoner  with  him  to  Canandaigua.  Deter- 
muied  not  to  be  frustrated  in  tliis  way,  he  called 
upon  the  chief,  and  impressed  upon  them  the  pro- 
priety of  permitting  the  laws  to  be  executed;  they 
agreed  to  meet  him  at  Fort  Niagara,  then  coinmaud- 
ed  by  major  ^1A;scs  Poflcr^  and  determine  what  should 
be  done.  It  resulted  in  a  pledge  from  the  chiefs  that 
tliey  would  be  responsible  for  the  appearance  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  sitting  of  the  court.  This  agreement 
was  faithfully  performed — the  Indian  had  his  trial, 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  huug,  but  subse- 
quently pardoned  by  governor  George  Clinton,  and 
banished  the  slates;  he  went  by  the  English  name  of 
StiU-arm  George,  and  is  yet,  or  was  a  few  years  ago, 
residing  on  the  Allegany  Reservation  in  the  stale  of 
Pennsylvania.  Previous  to  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Niagara,  under  Jat's  treaty,  by  tlie  British  govern- 
ment, no  white  man  could  travel  on  the  frontier 
without  being  liable  to  arrest  by  the  Indians  and 
taken  to  the  fort  as  a  deserter,  unless  ho  could  ex- 
hibit to  the  Indians  a  pass  from  the  commander  of  the 
garrison,  which  pass,  as  the  Indians  could  not  read, 
was  a  large  was  seal  having  on  it  a  peculiar  impres- 
sion. 

During  major  B's  early  rambles  on  the  frontier,  he 
foresaw  the  brilliant  prospects  and  immense  trade 
which  would  in  time  flow  through  our  great  inland 
seas.  And  as  soon  as  the  mile  strip  on  the  Niagara 
river  was  surveyed  by  the  state,  who  was  the  owner, 
he  attended  the  sale  at  the  surveyor  general's  otfice 
.ill  Albany  in  1805,  and  made  large  purchases.  At 
this  sale  he  met  with  judge  and  general  Porter,  and 
furuicd  with  them  a  connection  of  friendship  and  bu- 
siness which  continued  uninterrupted  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  They  leased  from  the  state  the  portage 
round  the  Falls,  built  mills  at  the  Falls  and  vessels 
on  Lakes  Krie  and  Ontario,  and  established  the  car- 
rying trade  on  the  American  side  of  the  Niagara 
river.  After  his  removal  to  Lewiston  in  1807,  then 
in  the  county  of  Gcnnessee,  he  was  for  one  or  two 
years  the  sheritf;  after  which  time  he  never  asked 
fur,  nor  held  any  civil  office,  except  supervisor  or 
other  town  offices  which  are  rather  burdensome  than 
otlierv\  ise,  but  he  ahvays  held  it  that  it  was  every 
_  one's  duly  to  hear  his  share  of  such  labors. 

Major  B.  was  au  American  in  heart  and  principle, 
and  loved  his  country  and  its  institutions  before  all 
others.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  war  of  1812, ! 
and  during  the  early  part  of  it  gave  his  whole  efforts! 
and  lullueuce  to  its  support.  In  18)3,  when  the  Nia- 
gara frontier  was  invaded  and  laid  waste  \wth  fire 
and  sword  by  the  enemy,  major  Bartom  \-.as  a  large 
sufl'erer,  his  houses,  stores,  mills  and  other  properly 
being  burned  up  and  laid  waste;  for  all  of  which, 
several  years  after  the  war,  he  received  from  tlie 
government  a  very  partial  remuneration.  This  se- 
vere pecuniary  loss,  flowing  from  the  progress  of  the 
war  which  he  had  aided  to  bring  about,  and  which 
he  had  given  his  untiring  zeal  in  supporting,  did  not 
in  the  least  change  his  views  or  feelings  in  what  he 
considered  a  just  and  proper  act  of  the  government; 
but  on  the  contrary,  called  him  more  fully  into  ac- 
tion. 

In  the  spring  of  1813,  when  his  friend  and  partner 
Gen.  Porler  raised  his  brigade  of  volunteers,  which 
during  that  campaign  so  much  distiuguished  them- 


selves, Maj.  Barton  joined  lliom  as  a  special  quarter 
master  for  the  corps,  nii'lt-r  a  commission  from  Gov. 
Tompkins.  In  this  deparluieiit  his  services  were  soon 
found  so  useful,  that  in  July,  while  the  army  lay  on 
Queenston  Heights,  he  received  from  the  president 
a  commission  as  deputy  quarter-master  general  in 
the  regular  army,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  j 
final  close  of  the  war.  j 

When  peace  took  place,  Major  Barton  returned 
with  his  family — who  left  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war — to  Lewiston,  his  favorite  place,  and  com- 
menced rebuilding  and  repairing  the  injury  his  pro- 
perty Jiad  received  during  the  war.  For  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  gave  up  all  kinds  of  business  except 
agriculture,  to  which  he  was  much  attached. 

During  a  long  life  Major  Barton  has  been  emi- 
nently a  useful  man.  Thrown  in  his  minority  upon 
the  world  to  work  his  own  way  without  a  shilling 
to  aid  him,  but  possessing  talents,  industry,  perse- 
verance ami  economy,  he  overcame  all  obstacles  and 
rose  to  wealth  and  honors.  He  originally  bad  a  most 
uncommonly  robust  constitution,  but  from  early  ex-  j 
posure,  in  surveying  the  country  in  winter  and  sum- 
mer, to  rains  and  snows  and  hard  fare  in  living,  he 
became,  as  age  crept  on  him,  subject  to  rheumatism 
and  other  chronic  complaints,  which  entirely  broke 
him  up,  and  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  he  enjoyed 
but  little  good  health. 

He  was  naturally  modest  and  unobtrusive,  decisive 
and  firm  in  purpose,  honest  and  upright  in  all  his 
dealings,  never  oppressive  to  those  indebted  to  him,  j 
but  rather  extending  to  them  additional  assistance,! 
generous  and  obliging  in  disposition,  always  ready  j 
to  bear  his  share  in  any  public  improvements,  with- 
out any  desire  for,  or  attempt  at  show  or  ostentation,  | 
for  which  he  had  an  entire  disregard,  but  treating 
with  great  respect  and  civility,  worth  and  merit,  [ 
whether  covered  with  the  humble  garb  of  poverty  or  | 
more  rich  attire;  a  kind  husband,  an  affectionate  fa- 1 
ther,  a  good  neighbor,  and  an  unflinching  friend.         | 


DEATH  OF  THE  DUKE  OF   OKLEAiVS. 


From  GuligiianVs  Messenger. 

The  details  of  the  calamity  are  as  follows:  Yester- 
day (July  13)  at  12  o'clock,  the  duke  of  Orleans  was 
to  "leave  Paris  for  St.  Omer,  where  he  was  to  inspect 
several  regiments  intended  fur   the   corps  of  opera- 
tion on  the   Marne.     His  equipages  were   ordered, 
and  his  attendants  in  readiness.     Every  preparation 
was  made  at  the    Pavillion  Marsan  for  his  journey,  ' 
after  which  his  royal  highness  was  to  join  the  Duch-  i 
ess  of  Orleans  at  Plombieres.     At  11  the  prince  got 
into  a   carriage,  intending  to  go  to  Neuilly  to  take 
leave  of  the  king   and   queen  and   the  royal  fa  nily- 
This  carriage  was  a   four-wheeled  cabriolet,  or  ca- 1 
leche,  drawn  by  two  horses  a  lademi-Dauinont, — that  ^ 
is,  driven   by   a  postillion.     It   was  the  conveyance  ' 
usually  taken   by  the    prince   when   going  short  dis- 
tances round  Paris.     He  was  quite  alone,  not  liaviug 
suffered  one  of  his  ofticcrs  to  accompany  him.     On 
arriving  near  the   Porte  Maillot,  the  horse,  rode  by  ! 
the  postillion,  took  fright,  and  broke  into  gallop.  The  j 
carriage  was  soon   taken  with  great   velocity  up  the 
Chemin  de  la   Pievolle.     The  prince,  seeing  that  the 
postillion  was    unable  to  master   the    horses,  put  his  j 
foot  on  the   step,  which  is  very  near  the  ground,  and  i 
jumped  down  on  the  road,  when   about    half  way  ! 
along  the  road  which  runs  direct  from  the  Port  Mail- ' 
lot.     The  prince   touched  the   road  with   both  feet, 
but  the  impulse  was  so   great  that  he  staggered,  and 
fell  with  his  head  on  the  pavement.  ] 

The  effect  of  the  fall  was  terrible,  for  his  royal 
highness  remained  senseless  on  the  spot.  Persons 
instantly  ran  to  his  assistance  and  carried  him  into  a 
grocer's  by  the  way-side,  a  short  distance  oft',  oppo- 
site Lord  Seymour's  stables.  In  the  meantime  the 
postillion  succeeded  in  getting  command  over  his 
horses,  turned  the  carriage  round,  and  came  to  the 
door  of  the  house  where  the  prince  was  lying.  His 
royal  highness  never  recovered  his  senses.  He  was 
placed  on  a  bed  in  a  room  on  the  ground  floor,  and 
surgical  assistance  was  sent  for.  Dr.  Baiimy,  a  phy- 
sician in  the  neighborliood,  was  the  first  who  came. 
He  bled  the  royal  suH'erer,  but  this  produced  no  good 
effect.  The  news  of  the  accident  was  conveyed  to 
'  Neuilly.  The  queen  immediately  set  out  on  foot, 
and  the  king  followed  her.  His  majesty  was  to  be 
at  Paris  at  12  o'clock  to  hold  a  council  of  ministers. 
His  carriages,  which  were  ready,  soon  overtook  their 
majesties,  who  entered  them,  with  Madam  Adelaide 
and  the  princess  Clementine.  They  proceeded  to 
the  heuse  into  which  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  been 
'  taken.     He,  by  that  ti.ne,  was  nearly  lifeless. 

It  may  be  easy  to  ima.;ine,  but  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  any  one  to  describe,  the  grief  of  the  majes- 
ties and  royal  highnesses   at  the  spectacle  they  be- 


held. Dr.  Pasquier,  jr.,  the  prince  royal's  first  sur- 
geon, had  just  arrived.  Soon  afterwards  the  dukes 
d'Aumale  and  Montpensier  came  from  Courbevoie 
and  Vincenness.  Dr.  Pasquier  was  very  soon  com- 
pelled to  announce  that  the  case  was  of  the  most  se- 
rious nature;  for  every  symptom  showed  that  there 
was  an  effusion  on  the  brain,  and  every  minute  the 
evil  seemed  to  increase.  A  few  words  pronounced 
by  the  prince  in  the  German  language  gave  a  mo- 
mentary hope,  but  this  as  quickly  vanished.  Mar- 
shal Soult,  marshal  Gerard,  the  ministers  of  justice, 
foreign  affairs,  the  interior,  the  marine,  finances,  and 
public  works,  arrived,  and  were  admitted  into  the 
deathbed  chamber  of  the  royal  duke.  The  chancel- 
lor, the  prefect  of  police,  generals  Pajol  and  Aupick, 
with  the  officers  of  the  households  of  their  majes- 
ties and  princes,  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  remained 
outside  the  house  in  a  space  kept  clear  by  sentinels 
stationed  around.  At  2  o'clock,  as  the  case  became 
more  and  more  desperate,  the  king  sent  for  the 
duchess  de  Nemours,  who  bad  remained  at  Neuilly. 
She  came,  attended  by  her  ladies  in  waiting. 

No  pen  can  paint  the  afflicting  scene  presented  by 
the  chamber  when  the  duchess  de  Nemours  came, 
and  added  her  bitter  tears  to  those  of  the  rest  of  the 
family.  The  queen  and  princess  were  on  their  knees 
by  the  bedside,  praying  and  bathing  with  their  tears 
the  hands  of  their  departing  son  and  brother,  so  in- 
tensely beloved.  The  princes  were  speechless,  and 
sobbing  almost  to  sufibcation.  The  king  stood  by 
silent  and  motionless,  watching  with  painful  anxiety 
every  fluctuation  in  the  countenance  of  his  expiring 
heir.  Outside  the  house  the  crowd  continued  every 
minute  to  increase,  every  one  overwhelmned  with 
consternation.  The  cure  of  Neuilly  and  his  clergy 
immediately  obeyed  the  king's  summons,  and  came 
to  Sablonville.  Under  the  influence  of  powerful 
medicaments,  the  agony  of  the  dying  prince  was  pro- 
longed. Life  withdrew,  but  very  slowly,  and  not 
without  struggling  powerfully  against  the  utter  de- 
struction of  so  much  youthful  strength.  For  a  mo- 
ment respiration  became  more  free,  and  the  beating 
of  tho  pulse  was  perceptible. 

As  the  slightest  hopes  are  grasped  at  by  hearts 
torn  with  despair,  this  scene  of  dissolution  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  momentary  calm,  but  the  gleams  soon 
passed  avray.  At  4  o'clock  the  prince  showed  the 
unequivocal  symptoms  of  departing  life,  and  in  ano- 
ther half  hour  he  rendered  his  soul  to  God,  dynig  in 
the  arms  of  his  king  and  father,  who  at  the  last  mo- 
ment pressed  his  lips  on  the  forehead  of  his  lost 
child,  hallowed  by  the  tears  of  his  afflicted  mother, 
and  the  sobs  and  lamentations  of  the  whole  of  his 
family.  The  prince  being  dead,  the  king  drew  the 
queen  into  an  adjoining  room,  where  the  ministers 
and  marshals  assembled,  threw  themselves  at  her 
feet,  and  endeavored  to  offer  her  consolation.  Her 
majesty  exclaimed,  "what  a  dreadful  misfortune  has 
fallen  upon  our  family,  but  how  much  greater  is  it 
to  France!"  Her  voice  was  then  stopped  by  her 
sobs  and  tears.  The  king,  seeing  marshal  Gerard 
absorbed  in  r,rief,  took  his  hand,  pressed  it  with  an 
expression  sliowing  his  sense  of  his  bereavement, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  a  firmness  and  magnanimity 
truly  royal. 

The  mortal  remains  of  the  prince  were  placed  on 
a  litter  covered  with  a  white  sheet.  The  queen  re- 
fused to  get  into  the  carriage,  declaring  her  resolu- 
tion to  follow  the  corpse  of  her  son  to  the  cliapcl  at 
Neuilly,  where  she  wished  it  to  be  carried.  Conse- 
quently, a  company  of  the  17th  light  infantry  was 
hastily  marched  down  from  Coulbevoio  to  line 
the  procession  on  each  side,  and  thus  those  brave 
men  who  had  shared  with  the  prince  royal  in  all  the 
dangers  of  the  passage  of  the  Iron  Gates  and  the 
heights  of  Mouzaia,  in  Africa,  served  as  the  escort 
of  his  now  lifeless  body.  Several  of  the  men  wept, 
and  called  back  to  their  minds  the  brilliant  valor 
with  which  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  assailed  the  ene- 
my, and,  at  the  same  time  the  mild  and  delicate  bene- 
ficence with  which  he  had  ever  tempered  the  neces- 
sary rigor  of  comjnand.  At  5  o'clock  the  mournful 
procession  moved  towards  the  chapel  at  Neuilly. — 
General  Alhalin  walked  at  'the  head  of  the  bier, 
whicli  was  carried  by  four  non-commissioned  officer^. 
Behind  followed  the  king,  queen,  princess,  Adelaide, 
duchess  de  Nemours,  prmcess  Clemetine,  duke  d'Au- 
male, and  duke  de  .Montpensier.  Then  came  Mar- 
shals Soult  and  Gerard,  the  ministers,  the  genei'al 
officers,  the  household  of  the  king  and  princes,  and 
an  immense  number  of  other  persons. 

The  sad  and  solemn  procession  moved  along  the 
Avenue  de  Sablonville,  and  crossing  the  old  Neuilly 
road  entered  the  royal  park,  and  traversed  its  whole 
length  to  the  chapel.  Here  their  majesties,  and 
princes  and  princesses,  after  prostrating  themselves 
before  the  altar,  left  their  beloved  child  and  brother 
under  the  guardianship  of  God.  In  the  evening  the 
royal  family  remained  in  seclusion,  except  that  the 
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kinc  conferred  with  his  ministers.  At  7  o'clock  M, 
Berlin  de  Vaux,  one  of  the  deceased  prince's  order- 
ly officers,  and  M.  Chomel,  who  was  his  royal  lii^h 
ness'  first  physician,  set  out  for  Plombieres,  where 
the  dutchess  of  Orleans  is  taking  the  waters.  Amidst 
all  their  own  afflictions,  during  tliis  disastrous  day, 
the  thought  of  the  deprivation  sustained  by  this  un- 
fortunate princess  was  never  out  of  the  minds  of 
her  royal  relations,  and  her  name  was  repeated- 
ly invoked  in  their  lamentations.  At  length  it 
was  resolved  that  the  Duchess  de  Nemours  and 
the  Princess  Clementine  shouhl  go  to  her  with 
letters  from  the  king  and  queen.  Their  royal  High- 
nesses commenced  their  journey  at  9  o'clock,  at- 
tended by  Mademoiselle  Angelet  and  general  de  Ru- 
migny. 

At  10  o'clock  the  duke  d'Aumale,  accompanied 
by  the  Count  de  Montguyon,  who  was  one  of  the 
prince  royal's  aides-de-camp,  went  to  the  Pavilion 
Marsan,  and  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  tlie  king, 
put  seals  upon  all  the  deceased's  papers;  comman- 
dant Larne,  one  of  his  majesty's  orderly  officers,  was 
sent  off  to  the  Chateau  d'Eu,  to  bring  back  the  Count 
de  Paris  and  the  Duke  de  Chartres,  who  had  been 
sent  there  for  the  bathing  season.  At  11  o'clock  last 
ri^ht  the  duke  d'Aumale  returned  to  the  place  at 
Neuilly,  and  there  remains,  as  well  as  the  duke  de 
Montpensier.  One  courier  was  despatched  to  the 
duke  de  Nemours,  and  another  to  Toulon,  with  orders 
for  a  steamer  1 1  be  despatched  to  the  coast  of  Sicily, 
where  it  is  believed  the  squadron  of  admiral  Hugon 
now  is,  and  consequently  the  Prince  de  Joinville  will 
be  found. 

After  the  above  full  and  minute  details  little  more 
remains  to  be  said  at  present  on  this  astounding  oc- 
currence; and,  indeed,  from  other  sources,  we  have 
only  been  able  to  glean  the  following:  When  the 
prince  royal  first  perceived  that  the  postillion  had  lost 
all  command  over  the  horses,  he  stood  up  in  the  car- 
riage, and  looked  with  earnest  attention  along  the 
road  before  him;  but,  seeing  the  road  clear,  he  sat 
quietly  down  again;  but,  rising  once  more,  after  run- 
ning about  IjO  yards,  and  observing  that  his  valet, 
who  was  in  the  seat  behind,  had  disappeared,  and 
probably  fearing  that  the  man  had  been  thrown  off 
by  the  violence  of  the  motion,  his  royal  highness 
took  the  resolution  of  getting  out.  When  taken  up, 
the  royal  duke  was  found  to  have  a  severe  contus- 
ion on  the  left  temple,  and  several  wounds  on  his 
legs.  The  blood  was  flowing  from  his  mouth  and 
nose,  and  even  from  his  eyes.  When  examined  by 
the  surgeons  and  other  medical  men  called  to  liim, 
a  fracture  in  the  skull  was  discovered,  and  left 
little  or  no  hope.  The  words  which  the  prince  ut- 
tered in  German,  and  which  are  alluded  to  above, 
are  .said  to  have  been — "Sliut  the  door,  there  is  a 
fire." 

The  precise  age  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  31 
years  10  months  and  10  days,  having  been  born  at 
Palermo,  in  Sicily,  on  the  22d  September,  1810. — 
His  royal  highness,  who  was  educated  at  the  college 
of  Henry  IV,  passing  regularly  through  all  its  classes, 
and  who  subsequently  followed  the  courses  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Polytechnic  school,  spoke  several  lan- 
guages with  great  fluency,  holding  conversations  in 
English,  German,  and  Italian,  with  perfect  ease. — 
His  manners,  habits,  and  seiilimeiits,  all  showed  the 
good  efi"ects  of  his  popular  education.  There  was  a 
gay,  chivalrous  character  in  the  demeanor  of  the 
prince  which  at  once  gained  the  hearts  ot  all  who 
had  the  happiness  of  becoming  acquainted  vvilli  iiim; 
and  when  the  respect  due  to  his  rank  and  station 
was  not  violated,  he  wore  a  friendly  and  even  fa- 
miliar deportment,  which  put  even  those  who  were 
strangers  to  him  at  once  upon  their  ease  in  addressing 
him. 
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ENGLAND  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  great  dinner  of  the  society  took  place  on  the 
]41h,  and  it  is  tlius  spoken  of  by  the  correspondent 
of  the  London  Morning  Chronicle: 

liiht.,l,  Thursday,  July  14.  The  great  dinner  of 
the  members  and  friends  of  this  society  took  place 
this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock.  It  was  given  at  a  pavil- 
ion expressly  erected  for  the  purpose,  immediately 
in  the  rear  of  the  Victoria  rooms.  The  assemblage 
was  immense.  Upwards  of  2,400  persons  were  pre- 
BCnt.  The  appearance  of  the  pavilion  (than  which 
no  building  in  the  world  was  ever  better  constructed 
for  the  purpuse  for  which  it  was  designed)  was  very 
imposing.  U  was  filled  in  every  part:  but  crowded 
nowhere.  All  the  arrangements  fur  the  accommo- 
dation, as  well  as  for  the  ingiess  and  egress  of  so 
p;reat  a  multitude,  were  perfect.  The  convenience 
of  every  one  appeared  to  have  been  cuu^uUcd — eve- 
ry one  was  at  his  case,  every  one  in  the  right  place, 


every  one  pleased.  A  long  and  dexp  gallery  at  the 
back  nf  the  principal  table  afforded  accommodation 
10  a  host  of  ladies,  who  seemed  throughout  the  even- 
ing to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  proceedings  with 
true  feminine  earnestness.  It  was  impossible  to  as- 
certain the  names  of  a  tenth  part  of  the  eminent  and 
distinguished  persons  who  were  present.  A  few  of 
them,  it  is  true,  were  conspicuous  at  the  chief  table. 
But  the  great  bulk  of  them,  dukes  and  lords,  and 
members  of  parliament,  were  scattered  indiscrimi- 
nately amongst  the  mass  of  yeomanry.  Where  so 
many  were  unrecognized  it  may  be  hardly  judicious 
to  name  any;  yet  it  may  be  said  that  there  were  pre- 
sent the  duke  of  Cambridge,  the  duke  of  Beaufort, 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  earl  Spencer,  earl  Somers, 
the  earl  of  Durie,  earl  Fortescue,  the  earl  of  Zet- 
land, the  hon.  Edward  Everett,  (American  minister), 
the  marquess  of  Downshire,  the  marquess  of  Wor- 
cester, baron  Knesebeck,  lord  Ebrington,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Miles,  M.  P.,  sir  Thomas  D.  Aclahd,  M.  P.. 
Benett,  M.  P.,  Pendarves,  M.  P.,  and  Mr.  G.  Berke 
ley,  M.  P. 

After  two  toasts  had  been  announoed,  the  chair- 
man arose  and  said; 

The  next  toast  I  have  to  propose  to  you  is  the 
health  of  the  foreigh  ministers  present  (cheers).  1 
am  aware  that  in  strict  diplomatic  language  the 
name  "foreign  minister"  must  be  applied  to  his  ex- 
cellency on  my  right  the  minister  of  the  U.  States  of 
America;  but  in  the  reception  you  will  give  him  I 
am  sure  you  will  show  you  do  not  forget  that  his  an- 
cestors are  ours  [ardent  cheering] — that  we  are  uni- 
ted by  the  ties  of  one  common  language  and  of  blood 
[cheers] — that  it  was  from  these  shores  those  enter- 
prising men  embarked  who,  in  a  wild  desolate  waste, 
have,  in  the  lapse  of  a  comparatively  brief  period, 
raised  up  a  mighty  nation  [continued  cheering].  In 
a  word,  to  use  the  language  peculiar  to  our  class,  it 
is  the  children  of  Old  England  who  have  taken  the 
occupation  of  the  western  continent  under  a  lease 
which  I  trust  they  will  find  both  advantageous  and  in- 
terminable [loud  and  continued  cheering].  I  am 
sure  you  will  allow  me  to  request  his  excellency, 
when  be  communicates  with  our  distant  relatives  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  to  assure  them  how 
welcome  they  will  always  be  to  the  shores  of  the 
mother  country  [great  cheering],  to  remind  them  that 
our  affections  at  least  are  based  on  peace  [cheers], 
and  that  we  earnestly  pray  they  may  long  continue 
to  be  united  with  us  in  the  bonds  of  good  will  and 
mutual  advantage  [loud  cheers].  I  will  not  longer 
detain  you  from  the  expression  of  good  feeling  which 
I  am  sure  you  are  prepared  to  exhibit,  when  I  pro- 
pose to  you  the  health  of  the  honorable  Edward 
EvEKETT,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  [loud 
and  long  continued  cheering.] 

Mr.  Everett,  on  rising,  was  hailed  with  a  tumnlt 
of  applause.     He  said: 

I  beg  you  to  believe  me  duly  sensible  of  the  kind 
feelings  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  to- 
wards me  and  my  country  [applause].  1  assure  you, 
without  affectation,  that  I  want  words  to  do  justice 
to  my  emotions.  To  he  received  with  so  much  kind- 
ness so  far  from  my  home,  by  such  a  company  as 
this,  1  confess  almost  overpowers  me.  And  let  me 
say  that  there  is  no  jiart  of  this  great  and  prospe- 
rous country  where  such  a  reception  could  be  more 
welcome  to  me  than  it  is  here  [cheers].  It  is  a  sin- 
gular circumstance  tha!  the  history  of  North  Ameri- 
ca runs  hack  to  this  very  point.  Its  very  first  chap- 
ter was  written  in  the  chamber  of  the  merchant  ad- 
venturers of  Bristol  [great  cheering].  I  am  not  now 
alluding  to  the  little  coincidence  which  I  mentioned 
the  other  day — that  Columbus  himself  was  once  a 
resident  here.  Tliat  was  a  mere  casual  circum- 
stance. 1  refer  now  to  the  more  striking  fact  that 
Sebastian  Cabot,  the  great  discoverer  of  North  Ame- 
rica, who,  in  1 197,  sailed  forth  from  these  waters, 
discovered  Newfoundhnd,  and  ran  down  the  coast 
of  North  America  to  the  Culf  of  Florida,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Bristol,  fitted  out  on  his  venturous  voyage  by 
the  enterprise  of  Bristol  merchants  [great  cheering]. 
You  all  know  that  it  was  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Plymouth  company  that  the  settlement  of  my  native 
New  England  began,  and  that  the  rork  upon  which 
the  fathers  of  New  England  first  set  foot  was  fnuii 
that  circumstance  called,  and  is  to  this  day  called 
the  Plymouth  rock  [loud  cheers].  The  father  of 
William  Penn,  the  great  founder  of  Pennsylvania, 
lies  buried  in  the  vault  of  St.  Mary,  Redcliffe,  and 
although  William  Penn  was  not  himself  a  native  of 
Bristol,  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  his  youth  he  was  ac- 
customed to  hear  the  stories  of  the  navigators  of  this 
port  on  coming  back  from  their  adventures  in  the 
western  world,  and  that  it  was  thus  that  his  thoughts 
were  first  directed  to  a  settlement  in  those  distant 
regions  [cheers].  It  seems  to  be  the  purpose  of  the 
merchant  adventurers  of  Bristol  at  this  day  to  keep 
up  the  communication,  which  they  were  the  first  to 
octoMioi.  i,„. .L.    .  .  .  '         At  an  early 
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hour  this  morning  I  went  up  to  the  tower  of  Blaize 
Castle — a  lofty  point,  commanding  a  panorama,  than 
which  one  more  beautiful  my  eye  never  rested  upon 
[cheers].  In  that  exquisite  panorama  there  was  one 
object  apart  from  ail  the  beauties  of  nature  which 
particularly  excited  my  attention.  I  could  scarcely 
discern  it;  but  yet.  in  the  distance,  I  did  distinguish 
the  mast  of  the  Great  Western  steam  ship  [cheers], 
which  the  day  after  to-morrow  is  going  again  to 
launch  upon  the  deep  [cheers].  Your  chairman  has 
requested  me,  in  my  next  communication  v\'ith  home, 
to  let  the  people  of  North  America  know  the  kind 
feelings  expressed  towards  them  at  this  table.  Why, 
in  14  days  from  the  time  that  vessel  sails,  she  will 
carry  the  tidings,  and  almost  before  their  cordial 
cheers  have  died  away  here,  they  will  be  re-echoed 
from  beyond  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic  [great  cheer- 
ing]. I  assure  you  that  this  communion  between  us, 
resting  upon  common  descent,  cemented  by  common 
language,  strengthened  by  kindred  feelings,  is  not 
confined  to  speculations  of  business  or  considera- 
tions of  commercial  advantage  [cheers].  No;  that 
is  the  least  important  part  of  it.  This  common  ori- 
gin, this  kindred  blood,  this  revered  and  common 
ancestry  makes  us  one  people  [great  cheering] — one 
people  for  every  purpose  but  that  of  political  juris- 
diction— [cheers] — for  every  purpose  social,  literary, 
moral,  intellectual;  it  does  in  fact  make  us  one  peo- 
ple [loud  cheering].  Every  thing  that  emanates  from 
your  press  is  immediately  received  and  welcomed  by 
the  reading  public  in  our  country,  and  most  happy 
am  I  to  learn,  as  1  do,  that  our  authors  are  received 
with  favor  here  [applause].  My  respected  friend. 
Dr.  Buckland,  told  you  yesterday  with  how  much 
pleasure  he  had  perused  the  geological  work  of  a 
transatlantic  co-operator  in  that  field  of  science.  He 
told  you  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  lent  his  copy  of 
that  work  to  Mr.  Pusey,  who  had  become  so  much 
enamoured  of  it  as  to  forget  to  return  it  [laughter  and 
cheers].  I  do  not  intend  that  Dr.  Buckland  should 
be  a  permanent  loser  by  the  forgetfulness  of  his 
friend  [laughter]:  for  I  assure  you  that  as  soon  as  I 
can  send  to  the  United  States  he  shall  have  another 
copy  [cheers];  and  in  the  meantime  I  beg  to  tell  him 
that  his  own  excellent  works  upon  every  branch  of 
the  science  of  geology  are  as  well  known  in  the  U. 
States  as  they  are  in  Great  Britain  [cheers].  We 
have  kept  our  eye  particularly  upon  what  has  been 
doing  in  this  country  for  the  improvement  of  agri- 
culture. 

The  climate  of  the  New  England  states,  although 
more  severe  than  that  of  England — running  into 
either  extreme  to  a  greater  extent — is  yet  on  the 
whole  not  greatly  dissimilar;  we  are  consequently 
enabled  to  derive  instructions  from  all  tlie  works  that 
issue  from  the  British  press  relating  to  agriculture. 
None  are  read  by  us  with  greater  avidity  (cheers). 
For  instance,  the  subject  which  was  yesterday  treat- 
ed with  so  much  ability,  in  the  lecture  delivered  by 
Mr.  Smith  of  Deanston.  The  subject  of  draining 
and  sub-soil  ploughing  has  received  a  great  deal  of 
attention  from  our  farmers,  and  I  intend  that  Mr. 
Smith's  excellent  pamphlet  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  United  States  by  this  same  steam  ship,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  will  be  received  there  with  the  great- 
est satisfaclioH  (rhcei-s).  I  wish  the  intelligent  agri- 
culturists of  England  to  understand  that  the  seeds  of 
instruction  which  they  scatter  here  are  actually  sown 
broad  cast  in  North  America  (great  cheering).  You 
cannot,  by  yo'ir  improvements,  lessen  the  hone  of  a 
pig,  or  straighten  the  back  of  a  cow,  or  render  finer 
the  fleece  of  a  sheep,  but  in  due  ti:ne  the  advantage 
is  felt  across  the  Atlantic  (loud  cheers).  1  am  glad 
that  the  prosecution  of  this  most  peaceful  of  pursuits 
has  an  effect  far  beyond  the  material  interest  or  ma- 
terial advantage.  I  believe  thai  people  and  nations 
must  be  good  'friends,  with  all  others  who  ar^'  en- 
gaged together  in  the  advancement  of  such  piirouils 
(loud  cheers);  and  whilst  Mr.  Smith  is  teaching  us 
lii^  system  of  thorough  draining,  I  believe  it  will,  at 
the  same  time,  aid  in  drawing  olf  the  bitter  waters 
of  international  jealousy  (great  cheering).  I  be- 
lieve it  will  create  a  warm  and  genial  soil  upon  the 
surface  for  the  cultivation  of  peaeet'iil  fruits  of  har- 
mony and  good-will  (reiterated  cheering).  I  have 
taken  up  too  much  of  your  time  (cries  of  "no,  no," 
and  "go  on)."  I  most  cordially  respond  to  the  wish 
you  have  expressed  for  the  perpetuation  of  peace 
between  the  two  countries  (cheers).  I  wish  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  for  nothing  else  but  the  speedy 
and  honorable  adjustment  of  all  the  questions  in  dis- 
cussion between  us  (cheers),  and  most  happy  am  I 
to  say,  that  from  all  the  means  of  information  at  m? 
command,  such  an  effect  is  likely  (o  take  place  (loud 
and  long  continued  cheering).  These  little  clouds 
once  blown  over,  I  wish  our  two  nations  to  engage, 
heart  and  hand  together,  in  the  pursuit  of  all  the  great 
objects  which  improve  the  condition  and  ennoble  the 
character  of  man  (great  applause);  and  England  and 
America   once    united,  1   believe,  if  necessary,  they 
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mi^ht  bid  defiance  to  the  world  in  arms  (enthusiastic 
cheerinii).  I  will  add  nollting;  more  than  to  renew  my 
heartfi-li  lluiniis  for  this  mfst  uncNpertodiy  kind  and 
cordial  reception  from  this  great  and  respectable 
company. 

His  e:irellency  resumed  his  seat  amidst  the  most 
rapturousanplause  the  whole  company  rising  and  con- 
tinuinc;  to  chter  for  several  minutes.  After  the  lapse 
of  a  short  time, 

Mr.  Everett  again  rose  and  said;  It  is  unnecessa- 
ry to  say,  sir,  that  after  havina;  so  recently  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  company,  I  should  not  rise 
again  except  by  your  special  conimand.  I  have  been 
honored  by  your  request  to  propose  to  the  meetine;  a 
toast  which  I  am  sure  will  be  received  with  the  ut- 
most enthusiasm;  it  is  "Prosperity  to  the  great  socie- 
ty under  whose  auspices  we  are  assembled  this  day" 
(cheers).  This  is  a  duty  which,  I  assure  you,  I  per- 
form with  the  highest  satisfaction  (applause).  It  is, 
in  the  first  place,  undoubtedly  a  debt  of  gratitude, 
since  you,  sir,  as  the  organ  of  the  council,  were  yes- 
terday so  kind  as  to  inform  me  that  you  had  done  me 
the  honor  of  making  me  an  honorary  member  of  the 
institution,  a  distinction  of  which  I  am  sure  I  shall 
always  preserve  a  grateful  recollection  (cheers). — 
But  it  is  for  reasons  far  above  any  of  a  personal  cha- 
racter that  I  perform  this  duty.  I  am  satisfied,  from 
■what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  that  there  is  no  institu- 
tion of  the  kind  in  the  world  which  is  doing  at  this 
moment  a  greater  amount  of  good  than  the  Royal  Agri- 
cultural society  of  England  (loud  cheers) — and,  let 
me  add,  that  the  good  it  achieves  appears  to  me  to 
be  good  of  the  very  highest  character  (renewed 
cheering).  It  has  been  said  that  he  is  the  greatest 
benefactor  of  his  race  who  can  make  two  blades  of 
grass  grow  where  one  grew  before,  (cheers).  But 
by  the  labors  of  this  society,  seeing  the  able,  saga- 
cious and  learned  men  whom  it  brings  together,  see- 
ing how  it  unites  the  man  of  science  with  the  man 
of  practice — seeing  how  it  blends  those  of  the  high- 
est station  in  the  realm  of  the  farmer  and  cultivator 
of  the  soil,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  not  only  making 
two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew  before, 
but  that  it  is  producing  this  good  in  a  quadruple  ratio 
(loud  cheers).  This  fact,  I  am  told,  has  been  prov- 
ed by  statistics.  Statements  have  been  made  in  fi- 
gures whereby  it  is  as  plain  as  the  face  of  day,  that 
by  the  improvements  effected  in  agriculture  within 
the  last  generation,  and  more  especially  within  the 
last  fifteen  years,  not  two  blades  only,  but  four,  and 
even  six  have  been  made  to  grow  where  one  grew 
before  (cheers).  This  is  not  only  to  be  a  benefactor; 
it  is  humanly  speaking,  to  be  a  creator  (loud  cheers). 
If  you  can  double  the  quantity  of  food  that  pertains 
to  man,  do  you  not  double  the  extent  of  your  terri- 
tory (cheers).'  Is  it  not  as  if  you  stretched  fortli  your 
wand,  and  out  of  the  bosom  of  this  encircling  sea 
could  make  another  England  rise  (cheers);  could 
make  another  isle  like  this  spring  from  the  depths  of 
the  sea,  with  all  its 

"Deep  wavins  fields  and  pastures  green. 
And  gentle  slopes  and  groves  between? " 
(enthusiastic  cheering — loud  and  long  continued.)— 
All  this  added  to  your  dominions — all  this  subjected 
to  the  sway  of  your  youtliful  and  beloved  sovereign 
(ardent  cheering) — all  tins  without  the  cost  of  a 
pound,  except  what  comes  bark  in  benefit  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  without  the  shedding  of  a  single  drop  of 
human  blood  (great  cheering).  Wliat  is  there  in  all 
the  conquests  of  all  Ihe  Alexanders,  all  the  Caesars 
that  ever  wasted  mankind,  compared  to  a  victory  lik' 
this  (continued  cheering)?  These  are  the  peaceful 
triumphs  of  your  society,  triumphs  not  confined  to 
your  own  kingdom,  but  of  which  all  nations  share 
the  bciiefit,  and  to  which  all  nations  wish  "God  speed' 
(enthusiastic  cheering).  I  will  take  up  no  more  of 
your  time  than  to  propose  the  toast  which  is  entrust- 
ed to  me,  and  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  "success  to 
the  Royal  Agricultural  society  of  England.  (Contin- 
ued cheering). 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 
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LETTERS  FROM   MESSRS.  FILLMORE  AND 

WISE. 

From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Mvertiser. 

TO  TFIE  ELECTORS   OF  THE  COUNTT  OF    ERIE,  (n.  YORK.) 

Washington,  Jvly  18,  1842. 
Fellow  citizens;  Having  long  since  determined 
not  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election,  I  have  felt  (hat 
my  duly  to  you  required  that  I  should  give  you  sea- 
sonable notice  of  that  determination.  The  chief 
causes  which  have  brought  me  to  this  resolution,  be- 
ing mostly  of  a  personal  character,  are  unimportant, 
and  would  be  uninteresting  to  you  or  the  public. — 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  1  am  not  prompted  to  this 
course  by  any  thing  in  the  present  aspect  of  political 


affairs.  Many  of  you  know  that  I  desired  to  with- 
draw from  the  last  con)i;res*innnl  election;  but  owing 
to  the  importance  of  tliat  rnnlesl,  Ihe  desire  for  una- 
nimity, and  with  the  hope  that  if  llie  administration 
\vere  change'!,  I  might  render  some  essential  local 
service  tomy  district  and  those  generous  friends  who 
had  so  nobly  sustained  our  cause,  I  was  induced  to 
stand  another  canvass.  But  how  sadly  have  we  all 
been  disappointed!  How  is  that  sun  that  rose  in  such 
joyous  brightness  to  millions  been  shrouded  in  gloom 
and  sorrow.  The  lamented  Harrison,  around  whom 
clustered  a  nation's  prayers  and  blessings,  is  now  no 
more.  For  reasons  inscrutable  to  us,  and  known 
only  to  an  all-wise  Providence,  he  was  cut  down  in 
the  moment  of  triumph,  and  in  his  grave  lie  buried 
the  long  cherished  hopes  nf  a  suffering  nation. 

The  veneration  which  every  true  patriot  must  feel 
for  the  high  office  that  has  been  filled  by  a  Wasiiin-g- 
ton  and  a  Madison  forbids  that  I  should  speak  harsh- 
ly of  the  present  incumbent.  Yet  it  is  deeply  to  be 
deplored  that  Mr,  Ttler  seems  to  labor  under  a 
mental  hallucination — as  unfounded  in  fact  as  it  is 
mischievous  in  its  consequences — that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  whigs  in  congress  are  seeking  to  cir- 
cumvent him.  It  may  be  difficult  to  trace  the  origin 
of  this  mental  malady  without  a  previous  knowledge 
of  the  constitution  of  the  patient. 

But  I  doubt  not,  if  its  source  could  he  ascertained, 
it  would  be  found  in  that  curse  of  all  goTCrninents, 
the  artful  and  unprincipled  courtier,  who  insidiously 
worms  his  way  into  the  affections  and  confidence  of 
patronage  and  power,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to 
wield  it  to  subserve  his  own  selfish  ambition  or  grati- 
fy his  personal  and  vindictive  feelings.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  acts  of  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
which  have  overwhelmed  his  former  friends  with 
shame  and  sorrow,  and  filled  them  with  indignation, 
have  resulted  from  the  unaided  promptings  of  his 
own  heart,  or  received  the  approbation  of  his  re- 
sponsible advisers;  but  in  my  opinion  if  you  could  see 
the  fawning  parasites  that  hang  around  him  to  flatter 
his  vanity,  and  the  "honest  lugoes"  that  distil  Ihe  ma- 
licious poison  of  jealousy  into  his  unsuspecting  ear, 
for  their  own  base  purposes,  all  would  be  explained. 
The  world  would  then  see  that  a  breach  has  been 
made  between  the  president  and  his  former  friends, 
and  that  the  country  has  been  brought  to  the  brink 
of  ruin,  to  minister  to  the  malignant  spleen  of  some 
disappointed  aspirant  to  political  fame  or  to  gratify 
the  unholy  ambition  of  a  few  who  have  nothing  to 
hope  but  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion.  These 
creatures  have  practised  upon  his  unsuspecting  vic- 
tim until  he  sees  in  every  friend  a  foe,  and  in  every 
necessary  act  of  legislation  an  attempt  "to  head  him." 
He  has  been  thus  driven  on  from  folly  to  madness, 
from  secret  jealousy  to  open  betrayal,  and  at  last, 
in  a  fit  of  insane  hostility  to  liis  former  friends,  who 
elevated  him  to  power,  and  in  the  desperate  but  vain 
hope  of  securing  a  re-election,  he  has  been  induced 
to  throv/  himself  into  the  treacherous  arms  of  his 
former  enemies.  What  may  be  the  result  of  this 
new  COALITION  time  alone  can  determine.  I  fear  it 
had  its  origin  in  weakness,  wickedness  and  perfidy, 
and  that  its  cansummation  will  produce  the  hitter 
fruits  of  disappointment  to  those  who  glory  in  their 
shame. 

Thus  you  see  the  origin,  progress,  and  consumma- 
tion of  all  our  difficulties.  We  have  struggled  hard 
under  every  discourngement  to  carry  out  Ihe  true 
whig  principles  of  1840,  and  give  relief  to  the  coun- 
try. Our  progress  has  been  opposed  and  our  effirts 
thwarted  at  every  step  by  the  peculiar  friends  of  Ihe 
executive  on  the  floor  of  congress.  The  press  under 
his  control  has  poured  out  malicious  libels  upon  our 
devoted  heads  until  every  patriot  is  sick  at  heart;  and 
when  all  these  have  been  braved  and  overcome,  then 
the  veto  at  a  single  blow  strikes  to  the  ground  our 
labors,  and  the  revenues  and  credit  of  the  nation. — 
But  I  am  unwilling  to  dwell  upon  a  subject  so  pain- 
ful and  humiliating.  I  speak  of  it  now  "more  in 
sorrow  than  in  anger;"  and  cannot  but  regard  it  as  an 
awful  warning  to  select  no  man,  even  for  a  contin- 
gent station  of  such  vast  power  and  responsibility, 
whose  talents  and  integrity  are  not  equal  to  it;  anil  I 
regard  it  as  an  additional  proof  that  our  only  securi- 
ty against  treachery  and  inordinate  ambition  is  found 
in  the  one-lerm  principle,  that  lakes  away  all  in- 
ducement in  the  executive  to  use  his  power  to  se- 
cure a  re-election.  Still  I  would  not  des|iair,  but 
hope  for  the  best.  Our  constitution  contemplated 
the  possibility  of  such  an  infliction,  and  therefore  has 
wisely  provided  against  its  duration  by  limiting  the 
presidential  term  to  four  years.  It  is  Iruc  that  much 
evil  may  be  done  in  that  time,  but  there  is  consola- 
tion in  the  thought  that  we  can  say  to  the  deso- 
lating flood  of  tyrannical  usurpation  and  folly  that 
sweeps  over  the  land,  "thus  farshalt  thou  go  and  no 
farther." 

My  time  will  not  permit  me  to  touch  upon  the  ge- 
neral subjects  of  legislation  or   policy,  or  even  to 


hint  at  the  threatening  aspect  of  political   events. 

A  devoted  and  patriotic  majorKy  in  congress  has 
struggled  hard  against  everv  embarrassment  for  more 
than  seven  montlis.  A  tariff  bill  has  just  passed  the 
house  that  would  at  once  restore  credit  to  the  •'■o- 
vernment  and  bring  relief  to  the  community,  but  the 
prospect  now  is  that  all  our  anxious  toils  are  to  end 
in  naught,  unless  we  submit  to  the  will  of  a  single 
dictator,  and  consent  to  record  his  edicts.  What- 
ever sacrifice  a  suffering  country  may  demand,  pa- 
triotism requires  us  to  make;  every  thing  may  be 
yielded  but  principle  to  an  honest  difference  of  opi- 
nion, but,  nothing  to  a  tyrannical  exaction;  and  I 
trust  we  shall  not  be  driven  to  the  dangerous  ex- 
tremity of  yielding  all  power  to  the  caprice  of  one 
man,  or  of  bringing  utter  bankruptcy  and  ruin  upon 
our  common  country.  It  is  a  dreadful  alternative,  but 
if  presented  I  also  trust  that  the  constitution  will  be 
maintained  at  every  hazard,  regardless  of  all  conse- 
quences. 

But,  fellow  citizens,  I  have  said  more  than  I  in- 
tended, and  regret  that  I  have  no  time  to  say  it  more 
briefly.  I  cannot,  however,  consent  to  bring  this 
hasty  letter  to  close  without  expressing  thedeep 
emotions  of  gratitude  that  fill  my  heart  when  I  look 
back  upon  your  kindness  and  devotion.  Pardon  the 
personal  vanity,  though  it  be  a  weakness,  that  in- 
duces me  to  recur  for  a  moment  to  the  cherished  re- 
collections of  your  early  friendship  and  abiding  con- 
fidence. I  cannot  give  vent  to  the  feelings  of  my  heart 
without  it. 

It  is  now  nearly  fourteen  years  since  you  did  me 
the  unsolicited  honor  to  nominate  me  to  represent 
you  in  the  slate  legislature.  Seven  times  have  I  re- 
ceived renewed  evidence  of  your  confidence  by  as 
many  elections  with  constantly  increasing  majorities; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  my  present  congressional 
term  I  shall  have  served  you  three  years  in  the  state 
and  eight  years  in  the  national  councils.  I  cannot 
call  to  mind  the  thousand  acts  of  generous  devotion 
from  so  many  friends  who  will  ever  be  dear  to  my 
heart  without  feeling  the  deepest  emotions  of  grati- 
tude. I  came  among  you  a  poor  and  friendless  bov. 
You  kindly  took  me  liy  the  hand  and  gave  me  your 
confidence  and  support.  Voii  have  conferred  upon 
me  distinction  and  honors  for  which  I  could  make  no 
adequate  return  but  by  an  honest  and  untiring  eflbrt 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  high  trusts  which  you  con- 
fided to  my  keeping.  If  my  humble  eflbrts  have  met 
your  approbation,  I  freely  admit  that,  next  to  the  ap- 
proval of  my  own  conscience,  it  is  the  highest  reward 
which  I  could  receive  for  days  of  unceasing  toil  and 
nights  of  sleepless  anxiety. 

I  profess  not  to  be  above  or  below  the  common 
frailtie-s  of  our  nature.  I  will  therefore  not  disguise 
the  fact  that  I  was  hiehly  gratified  at  my  first  elec- 
tion to  congi-ess,  yet  1  can  truly  say  that  my  utmost 
ambition  has  been  satisfied.  I  aspire  to  nothing  more, 
and  shall  retire  from  the  exciting  scenes  of  political 
strife  to  the  quiet  enjoyments  of  my  own  family  and 
fireside  with  still  more  satisfaction  than  I  felt  when 
first  elevated  to  this  distinguished  station. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  again  to  return  you  my 
warmest  thanks  for  your  kindness,  which  is  deeply 
engraved  upon  my  heart.  I  remain  sincerely  and 
truly,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

From  Ihe  Philadelphia  .iinerican  Senliiiel. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  Mr.  Hirst, 
the  secretary  of  Ihe  corporal's  guard  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Piiilailelphia,  in  answer  to  one  addressed 
by  liim  to  the  hon.  Henrt  A.  Wise,  announcing  the 
fact  of  his  election  as  an  honorary  member  of  that 
association. 
House  if  rqiresenbtlires,    Wnshinglon,  July  16,  1843. 

Sir;  1  rereivLd  yesterday  your  polite  letter,  ap- 
prizing me  of  my  unanimous  election  as  a  member 
of  the  corporal's  guard  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia.  '' 

Please  present  to  the  guard,  and  to  every  indivi- 
dual member  of  it,  my  sincerest  and  warmest  salu- 
tations—I will  not  say  my  thanks.  I  had  a  claim  to 
he  one  of  you,  and  it  was  due  to  a  brother  patriot,  to 
fraternal  sympathy,  which  binds  men  in  a  good  com- 
mon cause,  to  recognise  him  as  one  of  yourselves. 
You  are  one  of  us — one  of  the  guard  here,  every 
where!  The  cognomen  of  corporal's  guard  was  giv 
en  to  us  by  the  dictator  himself,  in  the  rejentmeutof 
disappointed  ambition,  with  scorn  on  his  lip  and  con- 
tempt in  his  eye.  Wo  proudly  took  him  at  his  word, 
and  assumed  to  be  at  once  what  we  are — the  corpo- 
ral's guard!  Few  in  number,  but  able  and  efficient 
in  power,  in  wisdom,  in  virtue,  in  firmness  of  pur- 
pose and  decision  of  action,  to  teach  a  proud  tyran- 
nical majority  humility  and  respect,  and  their  one 
man  how  mighty  a  few  may  be  to  overthrow  the 
strong  and  self-confident,  with  the  weapons  of  truth 
and  the  constitution.  Few,  but  a  guard — the  life 
guard  of  the  constitution  and  the  country.     Not  the 
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fjiiard  of  JoHV  Ttlkh,  but  the   guard  of  the  saired  ,  he  believed,  a  man  of  any  legal  eininenee  on  that 


fl'ifir  who  would  rise  and  say  he  asosed  in  npin 
ivitli  the  law  officer  of  the  government.  On  the  ci 
trary,  w*at  had  the  house  witnessed  on  thi;  ■)',iih  of 
June  last?  A  promising  young  statesman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Weller),  a  gentleman  excessively  opposed  to 
gags,  and  to  all  precipitate  legislation,  rose  in  front 
of  the  chair  with  a  bill  which  was  to  be  passed  that 
Sams  day  through  the  house,  through  the  senate,  and 


trust  he  holds  for  a  free  people — the  guard  of  nopu 
lar  rights  and  of  republican  principles.  Xot  (he 
guard  of  the  spoils,  but  the  guard  of  publi"  propir- 
ty  and  of  the  government's  just  powers  atainst  the 
plunder  and  rapine  of  th?  spoilers.  Not  the  guard 
of  federation,  but  of  freedom. 

If  the   president  be  oxe   mav,  he  is  elect  of  the 
people,  responsible    to  the  people,  in  office,  with  the  ^  ^.  r  ,    '-rr  ■     ■,'  ■  .. 

power  and  patronage  of  tlie  chief  magistracy  in  his  ]  through  the  president  of  the  United  blates,  to  enable 
hands,  and  in  immediate  contact  with  congress.  If  j  the  executive  to  collect  revenue.  Well,  this  promis- 
ho  should  wield  a  considerable  influence  upon  public  ing  young  statesman  failed;  and  then,  when  his  project 
men  a;id  measures,  we  should  not  be  surprised;  but  had  miscarried,  the  house  saw  another  gentleman 
we  are  surprised  that  he  has  so  limited  an  influeuce  'r*™  New  York,  also  a  lawyer  of  high  character,  and 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed  by  I  »  "'"mber  of  the  judiciary  committee  to  boot,  rise  in 
Divine  Providence  and  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  ,  his  place  and  present  another  plan  for  the  same  ob- 
friends  so  few  as  the  members  of  the  corporal's  '  .i<"ct.  He  had  made  a  similar  effort  to  carry  through 
guard.  Why  is  this?  The  reason  is  too  palpable; ! ''is  bill  in  a  day,  and  with  no  better  success.  And 
that  one  man— not  one  officer,  not  elect  of  the  peo-   why  this  extraordinary  haste  and  precipitation?  Why, 

■■"  but  from  the  conviction  that  not  a  dollar  of  revenue 
could  be  raised  unless  a  law  was  passed  to  authorize 
it'  And  what  had  they  seen  since  then?  It  might 
not  be  in  order  for  him  to  refer  to  what  passed  else- 
where, but  he  might  suppose  that  in  the  senate,  a 
late  secretary  pf  the  treasury,  (Mr.  WooDBuiiT),a 
man  who  of  course  worild  not  let  a  question  like  this 
pass  unexamined  by  him,  and  also  himself  a  distin- 
guished lawyer,  had,  in  the  very  teeth  and  eyes  of 
the  constitution,  introduced  into  the  senate  a  bill  to 
raise  revenue — a  money  bill — which  the  constitution 
forbade  to  be  originated  any  where  but  in  the  house 
of  representatives — a   bill   for  the  same  purpose  as 


pie — whom  the  people  never  trusted  and  never  win, 
without  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  presidency, 
not  responsible,  not  sworn,  in  private  life,  far  dis- 
tant from  the  metropolis,  has  the  power,  the  extra- 
ordinary and  unaccountable  power,  over  a  majority 
of  blind  worshippers  in  congress,  to  array  them  in 
such  hostility  to  the  constitutional  authority  of  John 
Tyler  and  the  executive  department  in  liis  hands,  as 
in  llieir  very  madness  to  cry  out,  "perish  commerce! 
perish  credit!  starve  manufacturers!  starve  the  go- 
vernment! starve  the  people!  so  that  John  Tyler  be 
'headed,'  and  until  our  god,  our  one  (jian,  can  unite 
all   the  knots  of  difficulty   and  distress!"     This  is  a 


tremendous  power  in  one  man!  It  is  to  guard  asjainst  ]  'hese  in   the  house— to  put  a   patch  over  the  great 
it  and  its  adherents,  their  folly  and  wickedness^their  |  •'»''''  '"  "le  constitution  created  by  the  raising  of  re- 


favorite  and  his  selfishness,  their  slavishness  and  his 
dictatorship,  that  we  organize  a  corporal's  guard  of 
the  country,  the  constitution,  the  government  and  its 
departments,  the  people  and  their  rights,  and  of  re- 
publican liberty!  If  we  can  help  it,  the  people  shall 
not  starve,  the  government  shall  not  be  deprived  of  its 
sjpplies  for  the  sake  of  one  ambitious  man.  Tours 
truly,  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

Henry  B.  Hint,  esq.,  secrelary,  Sfc. 


COIiLKCTION  OP  DUTIES. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  ADAMS. 
In  the  house  of  representatives  on  Monday,  July 
25th,  v/hen  the  army  bill  was  under  discussion,  IMr. 
John  Qdi.vcv  Ad.ims  took  part  in  the  debate.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said — He  had  been  de- 
sirous to  aslc  his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Ward) 
whether,  among  the  letters  he  received,  there  were 
any  against  the  retrenchment  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures, or  any  which  gave  him  satisfactory  informa- 
tion as  to  the  mode  in  which  revenue  was  to  be  ob- 
tained to  satisfy  all  these  appropriations?  How  did 
he  stand  now?    The  president  of  the  United  States, 


eniie  on  executive  mandate  without  the  least  au- 
thority of  law. 

Mr.  A.  had  heard  it  said  that  one  of  the  authors  of 
the  famonscompromise  bill  (one  consequence,  hy-the- 
bye,  of  which  compromise  was  the  present  final  con- 
dition of  this  government)  had  expressed  an  opinion 
that,  after  the  30th  of  June,  revenue  might  be  collect- 
ed though  no  law  should  be  passed  to  warrant  it;  but 
that  the  other  distinguished  party  to  that  proposition 
had  declared  in  the  plainest  and  most  decisive  terms, 
an  opinion  directly  the  reverse.  The  judiciary  com- 
mittee of  this  house,  little  as  they  agreed  as  to  v/hat 
was  expedient  now  to  be  done,  agreed  perfectly  that 
some  remedy  must  be  provided  for  such  a  slate  of 
things.  Mr.  A.  said  then,  in  his  place,  that  it  was 
the  very  case  of  the  British  ship-money  over  again — a 
case  in  which  millions  had  been  raised  without  law, 
and  all  on  the  sole  opinion  of  the  attorney  general, 
not  even  sanctioned  by  that  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  who  acted  under  it,  nor  by  any  respectable 
lawyer  in  the  country. 

And  yet  the  house  had  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary acts  that  ever  was  heard  of  reported  from  the 
judiciary  committee — Oi\i  ex  post  facto  law,  sanction- 
ing the  levying  of  ship-money,  whidh  had  now  conti- 
nued  for  nearly  a  month  in  full  operation.     That 


tions  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  of  our  own  mili- 
tary comuiittee.  He  was  therefore  for  adhering  to 
the  proviso  in  the  bill.  Let  us  stop  the  appropriations. 
True,  tliis  would  not,  of  itself^  reduce  the  army. 
There  must  bo  a  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the  exe- 
cutive; he  alone  could  di>Jund  this  second  regiment 
of  dragoons,  and  if  the  house  refused  money  to  pay 
them,  he  probably  would.  The  action  of  the  house 
was  not  deiinitive;  the  president  could  transfer  ap- 
propriations (or  something  else,  and  so  continue  the 
corps;  but  it  was  a  strong  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  the  house;  the  stronge.st  they  could  give;  and  that 
was  what  he  wanted  to  see. 

A  similar  case  had  recently  occurred  in  regard  to 
the  navy.  The  house  had  then  refused  to  concur  in 
the  senate's  amendment  going  to  strike  out  a  reduc- 
tion made  by  the  house.  Now,  if  they  acted  so  in 
regard  to  the  navy,  a  fortiori,  they  ought  to  take  the 
same  course  in  regard  to  the  army.  As  to  the  navy 
there  might  be  a.diversity  of  opinion,  especially  as 
there  was  a  standing  law  for  its  increase,  and  regu- 
lar appropriations  for  that  object  had  been  made  for 
four  years  together.  But  no  such  law  existed  for  in- 
creasing the  army.  In  the  navy  the  money  was  for 
services  already  rendered;  here  they  were  for  servi- 
ces yet  future.  He  hoped  the  house  would  agree  to 
insist,  and  if  the  other  bill  to  reduce  the  army  should 
come  up  in  the  meantime,  no  harm  would   be  done. 


COMMKKCB  ANU  NAMUXTION. 


v/ithout  any  authority  of  law,  was  now  levying  re- 
venue on  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  1  house  was  asked  to  pass  it,  and  by  so  doing  to  sanc- 
of  his  own  sole  authority,  precisely  as  Charles  1.  had  tion  and  assume  the  responsibility  of  this  outrageous 
levied  ship  money  on  the  people  of  England.  Fori  violation  of  the  constitution  in  one  of  its  tenderest 
the  resistance  of  that  tyrannical  cxactuient  John  I  and  most  vital  parts — an  ex  post  facto  taxing  of  the 
Hampden  had  sulfercd  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  I  peo[ile;  a  tax  on  their  property,  which  by  law  was 
.£20,000  sterling;  but  how  did  it  end?  The  u'ook  on  I  now  free;  and  a  tax  levied  by  executive  authority, 
which  the  head  of  Charles  at  last  I'ell  presented  the  I  without  even  the  form  of  law.  This  being  our  state 
jnswer.     That  was   precisely  our  o-.vn  stale  at  tins  I  at  presi'nt,  he  wanted  to  know  if  his  friend  from  New 


day  in  regard  to  the  public  revenue.  Tlie  secretary 
of  the  treasury  had  expressed  himself  as  m  doubt 
whether  a  dollar  could  be  legally  collected  after  the 
1st  of  July:  he  had  since  then  been  called  upon  by  a 
solemn  vote  of  the  house  to  say  whether  he  had 
changed  his  opinion;  and  what  did  lie  say?  That  he 
had?  By  no  means.  There  was  ii  it  a  particle  of 
evidence  in  his  reply  that  his  opinion  was  altered 
one  hair's  breadth:  he  took  very  good -care  to  say  no 
such  thing;  but  he  told  the  house  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  and  he  had  conse- 
quently issued  circulars  to  all  the  collectors  in  tlie 
United  Slates  to  go  on  and  raise  money  from  the 
people  on  the  basis  of  thi-i  opinion  of  Mr.  .Attorney 
General,  and  bj  authority  of  the  executive.  Mr.  A. 
desired  to  speak  with  all  respect  of  that  gentleman's 
character,  talents  and  attainments,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  could  not  but  remember  his  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  Mississippi  election;  that  was  his  legal 
opinion,  just  as  this  was;  and  notwithstanding  all  the 
eloquence  with  which  it  had  been  luaintained  in  the 
house,  he  could  not  forget  that  its  cirect  was  to  bring 
the  house  to  a  decision  which  they  had  themselves 
rescinded  at  a  subsequent  .session. 

There  wore  other  legal  opinions  expressed  by  the  1  mi.icd.  Now,  of  all  retrenchments  in  which  a  gi 
same  gentleman  during  his  membership  in  this  house,'  vernmcnt  could  engage,  there  was  none  like  the  re- 
in which  Mr.  A.  had  as  little  confidence.  All  these  I  trenchment  of  a  standing  army.  Gentlemen  rried 
things  had  not  inspired  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  .out- for  retrenchment,  and  yet  talked  of  increasing 
judgment  as  an  authority  in  law:  while  on  the  other  the  army  to  12,000  men.  Mr.  A.  would  venture  to 
hand,  he  scarce  knew  one  man  of  any  respectable  say  that  forty  millions  would  not  pay  the  appropria- 
standing  in  either  house  or  out,  who  had  not  ex-  tions  of  this  year  if  we  accepted  the  estimates  of  the 
pressed  an  opinion  to  the  contrary,  nor   was  there,' secretaries  of  war  and  of  the  navy,  the  recommenda- 


Y-irk  liad  received  any  letfers  which  might  show  the 
house  how  the  twelve  luilli-jus  for  the  army,  the  eleven 
millions  for  the  navy,  and  the  lour  or  five  millions  in 
part  for  their  own  pay,  were  to  be  met  and  satisfied? 
Had  the  gentleman  any  letters  on  that  subject'  Had 
any  Fortunatus  presented  himself  with  a  purse 
deep  enough  to  settle  ail  the  demands?  The  bills  ran 
that  the  money  was  to  be  paid  "out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,"  when  not 
a  dollar  was  there  to  appropriate!  We  were  becom- 
ing a  laughing-stock  to  the  world. 

It  was  now  pretty  \vel!  understood  that  our  quarrel 
with  England  was  so  far  settled  that  there  was  not 
the  most  distant  prospect  of  a  war  with  that  power. 
Anil  yet  he  had  heard  it  said  that  precisely  because  a 
treaty  had  been  agreed  upon  with  her  we  must  keep 
up  our  army.  Gentlemen  who  had  voted  to  reduce 
it  now  were  strong  for  keeping  it  up,  and  were  in- 
creasing it,  because,  forsooth,  our  difficulties  with 
England  we're  settled!  iMr.  A.  would  not  agree  to 
that  process  of  reasoning.  He  wished  the  house  to 
hold  on  to  its  proviso  of  reduction.  Let  us  retremcii; 
if  we  could  do  nothing  else,  let  us  do  that.  '1  ho 
whigs  were  taunted  with  not  retrenching  as  they  pro- 
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Ko  lar,  therefore,  as  regards  the  direct  inlfrcoiirse 
between  England  and  the  United  Slates,  the  commit- 
tee aie  coovinced  that  th>?  advantage  in  (he  compact 
has  gone  to  our  rival,  Slill  it  is  not  the  purpose  of 
ihe  committee  to  infer  that  a  belter  state  of  things 
would  result  for  our  navigation  if  Ihe  privileges  ol  the 
treaty  were  mutually  denied.  Sucli  a  pn\  alion  might 
lead  to  an  unprofitable  war  of  restrictions,  and  in  the 
end,  merely  injure  Ihe  trade  ol  both.  The  cominitiee, 
however,  present  these  tacts  to  disabuse  the  public 
mind  o(  an  impression  that  the  lociprocity  system 
founded  on  treaty  has,  under  any  ciicnmstances,  pro- 
duced a  positive  benefit  to  this  country,  fliey  wish 
to  show  that,  in  its  best  condition,  it  is  but  an  arran- 
gement recointnended  to  the  adoption  of  foreign  na- 
tions by  its  value  to  (/ie»i;  and,  in  subujission  to  which 
We  can  find  no  belter  aigiment  than  that,  perhaps,  its 
abrogation  might  biing  upon  us  a  greater  evil.  In 
this  point  of  view  we  Chii  see  no  good  reason  lor  the 
perpetuation  of  the  sys(ein  by  permanent  treaties,  and 
would  much  prefer,  if  it  is  to  be  continued,  thai  it 
should  be  placed  upon  the  looting  of  temporary  sti- 
pulation or  occasional  legisliilioii,' 

Whilst  we  are  allured  by  Ihe  (erm  ol  "reciprocal 
privilege,"  and  our  commercial  rivals  are  attempting 
to  persuade  us  that  these  arrangements  are  tonnded 
upon  a  mutual  interchan-^e  of  good,  we  caonot  close 
our  minds  to  the  perception  that  the  benefit  is  but  the 
illusion  of  a  name,  and  that  the  good  is  all  up  ui  one 
sii:e.  At  the  very  muniont  lliai  we  are  iiiiliil4ing  iii 
the  fancy  of  this  recquo'-aiion  of  liberal  piiueiples  iii 
the  accommodation  ol  onr  trade,  we.  find  eitlier  an 
onerous  embairassiiig  duly  upon,  or  a  slern  and  rigid 
exclusion  from  British  ports  ol  every  American  pro- 
duct, except  one  which  Hie  necessilies of  that  nation 
have  rendered  indispensible  to  her  prosperity. — 
Whilst  studied  panegyrics  and  elaborate  recommen- 
dations of  Ihe  doctrines  of  free  Irade  are  addre^seu  (o 
our  minds  in  every  form  in  which  Bri.i.^li  opinions 
can  reach  us,  we  look  in  vain  at  every  point  of  con- 
tact in  which  our  interests  are  brouilil  inio  opposi- 
tion to  England's,  lor  (he  slightest  concession  to  Ihat 
lauded  principle  which  is  proiiouiic^-d  lo  be  liie  gloiy 
of"  Ihe  present  age. 

The  treaty  of  1315  excludes  the  colonies.  The 
empire  of  Great  Britain  covers  a  large  portion  of 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  It  is  a  vast  luilioii  inter- 
sected by  seas  and  oceans.  Its  product-i  embrace 
every  conceivable  thing  (hat  is  grown,  wrought,  or 
taken  in  any  part  of  the  world  — lioin  the  fisheries  of 
the  arctic  circle  to  Ihe  fruilsof  the  tropics.  Tlu  re  ia 
no  object  of  mannlacliire  or  mechanical  skill,  no 
wealth  of  the  mines,  no  Irnitof  Hie  earth,  no  treasure 
of  llie  sea,  that  dues  not  tuinish  occupation  and  gain 
to  some  portion  of  her  subjects.  Tlif  necessary  in- 
lercominunication  belwei-n  the  several  paits  of  this 
great  empire  furnishes  support  to  the  largest  amount 
of  shipping  in  the  world.  Confining  her  commerce 
and  navigation  to  her  own  field.  Great  Britain  has 
scope  enough  for  all  requisite  encouragement  and 
piotection  to  her  shipping.  This  intercommunica- 
tion is  reserved  exclusively  to  herself.  It  is  placed 
by  her  I,uvs,  in  ert'ect,  as  r-  gards  other  nations,  upon 
the  same  lootiiiij  as  her  co.isling  trade. 

The  United  States  occupy  a  very  peculiar  relation 
to  this  power.  Upon  our  northern  and  norlheastern 
border,  the  British  dominions  lie  contiguous  (o  our 
territory  for  more  than  two  tliousjiud  uulcs.     Upou 
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t]ie  south,  her  islaiuia  form  almost  the  li;..t  I  m  1  -fi-vi 
by  ttie  voyager  as  he  approaciies  thi:^  cnjitiiiMi  . — 
The  great  path  of  o'lr'lja.le  is  iiitercepl^d  «n  ili 
north  and  on  Uie  south  by  her  colonics.  'J'he  s'ci'- 
est  voyage  we  can  make  to  northern  Europe  hnri;^- 
us  almost  in  si^ht  of  Nova  Scotia;  the  short.'M  to 
southern  Europe,  Africa,  Asia,  ami  South  America, 
passes  alons;  (he  shores  of  her  West  Indie.-i.  All  these 
portions  of  her  empire  she  has  excluded  from  llie  re- 
ciprocity system.  It  is  true,  she  has  given  ns  liberty 
to  trade  directly  lo  and  from  any  one  of  her  colonies; 
but  tiial  is  the  extent  of  the  privilege.  Even  tliat  is 
modified  by  a  designation  of  ports  at  which  we  may 
enter.  She,  of  course,  has  the  right  lo  regulate  the 
duties  by  which  our  products  rnjy  be  introduced  info 
her  colonies,  atui  the  right,  also  to  establish  tlie  com- 
mercial regulations  b^'tw•een  her  several  colonies. — 
Tliese  furiciions  have  been  exercised  by  her  with  an 
adroit  skill,  to  increase  her  navigaticwi  by  the  carriage 
of  our  products.  JVIostof  the  bulky  articles  pioduced 
in  the  United  States  are  introduced  into  her  northern 
American  colonies  at  low  duties,  and  from  thence  are 
carried  to  the  West  Indies  in  British  ships  at  duties 
equally  low  or  altogellier  free,  whilst  the  direct  trade 
in  the  same  articles,  from  the  United  States  to  the 
West  Indies,  is  cumbered  with  duties  altogelher  in- 
capable of  competition  with  the  circuitous  trade. 
f  Since  tlie  ap|ilicalion  of  steam  lo  the  navigation  of 
the  Atlantic  has  been  so  successfully  brought  iiilo 
practice,  great  changes  have  occurred  in  the  course 
of  trade.  These  ctiaiiges  are  likely  to  lesiilt  in  a  to- 
tally new  condition  of  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country,  requiring  the  adoption  ol  new  measures  in 
our  (loiicy.  The  shortest  line  of  communicatioti  be- 
tween the  American  and  European  continents,  as  we 
have  already  intimated,  louoiies  Nova  Scotia  and 
England.  A  jiassage  of  twelve  days  from  land  to 
lanil  is  not  unusual.  From  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Uni 
ted  Slates  is  but  another  day.  Our  present  relation 
with  Great  Britain  secure  this  communication  entire 
ly  to  her  shipping.  No  -\mericaii  citizen  ran  ente 
into  the  competition  with  her  subjects.  Tlie  voyag 
from  Liverpool  to  Halifax,  from  Halifax  to  Bi-'ou  o 
New  York,  and  the  same  reversed  fro  ii  Bo>loii  o 
New  York  back  to  Halifax,  and  thence  lo  Eu.;l.iiid 
presents  four  terms  or  sections — two  long  ones  acios 
the  Atlantic;  two  short  ones  between  our  ports  and 
H  lilax.  By  Ihe  existing  regulations,  English  ship 
ping  may  occupy  all  four  ol  these  sections:  Ihe  A 
merican  but  two,  and  these  the  short  ones.  So,  in  : 
circuitous  voyage  from  England  to  Halifax,  thence 
along  our  coast  to  the  British  West  Indies,  and  thenC' 
back  to  England,  the  American  shipping  is  confined 
to  the  short  sections  of  this  circuit;  Ihe  English  ha: 
the  privilege  of  the  whole.  If,  pursuing  Ihe  policy 
which  she  has  already  biigiin.  Great  Bri'ain  should 
so  regulate  her  duties  upon  the  circuit  we  have  des- 
cribed, she  may  readily  transfer  the  greater  portion 
of  Ihe  carriage  of  our  most  bulky  commodities  of  ex- 
port to  Europe  to  her  own  vessels.  It  is  only  to 
estah!i-li,  as  she  has  already  done,  in  any  of  her  near 
colonies  an  entrepot  for  American  products  at  low 
duties,  and  to  encumber  Ihe  same  articles,  borne  di- 
reclly  linin  the  United  Slates  lo  England,  with  high 
duties,  and  she  will  have  accomjdished  a  complete 
inonopniy  of  this  trade. 

In  stekitiglor  reciprocity  in  our  relations  with  this 
government,  it  would  seem  lo  Ih"  committee  to  be  a 
cardinal  point  to  plac  this  colonial  commerce  upon 
a  lootiiig  altogelher  more  just  lo  our  claims  than  il  at 
present  occufiies;  and  that  we  are  entitled  to  demand 
of  a  friendly  power,  with  which  we  sla.nd  under  so 
many  alfinilies  of  commerce  and  good  will  as  we  do 
with  Great  Britain,  that  we  should  either  be  allowed 
to  paiticipale  with  her  in  the  carriageofo«r  ou)/i  com- 
modities i'rom  and  to  any  part  of  her  dominions,  or 
that  regulations  should  be  adopted  which  shall  pre- 
vent her  from  monopolizing  that  carriage  to  herself. 
In  asking  this,  we  adopt  her  own  principle  of  com- 
merce, and  fortify  it  by  the  same  argutneiils  wdiich 
have  prevailed  in  Ihe  adjustment  of  her  own  policy. 
A  conspicuous  example  other  tenacity  for  this  prin- 
ciple, in  an  analogous  case,  is  furnished  from  her 
own  history. 

By  the  navigation  laws  of  England,  even  a  Biitish 
ship  was  forbidden  to  import  the  products  of  Asia, 
Atiica,  or  America,  except  from  ihe  country  where  they 
were  produced.  Tills  prohibition  was  made  with  a 
view  to  prevent  other  nations  from  establishing  en- 
trepots ot  foreign  merchandise  in  the  neighborhood 
of  England,  by  which  the  vessels  of  foreign  nalions 
might  have  secured  to  themselves  Ihe  benefits  of  Ihe 
long  voyage,  and  left  to  England  only  thi?  short  voy- 
age from  the  entrepot  to  her  own  ports,  it  was  a 
device  to  employ  her  own  navigaliou  on  the  longest 
lines  of  commerce. 

This  interdict  was  found  eventually  to  produce 
great  embarrassment  to  British  merchants  in  foreign 
porls.  They  could  not,  in  America,  Asia,  or  Africa, 
make  up  a  cargo  of  commodities  of  various  origin — 
being  confined  to  the  productions  of  the  country. — 


e  rtsiil'  "."  iliii  cnmpUint  was  a  repeal  of  this  pro- 
icm.  "Lord  W.illace,"  says  Mr.  McCulloh,  in 
icing  tills  act.  -oiiginally  intended  to  extend  this 
iiciple  lo  Ruiopean  porta,  or  to  make  it  lawful  for 
iish  .-liips  lo  import  all  nonprohibiled  articles  from 
wherever  they  might  find  fhem.  But  it  was  supposen 
by  soin»  that  foreign  ships  might  be  more  che.iply 
navigitcd  than  ours,  and  that  foreigners,  taking  ad- 
van'age  of  this  circumstance,  would  iuipoit  Ihe 
Asiatic,  African,  and  American  products  required 
for  our  consumption  into  the  contiguous  continental 
ports,  and  would  consequently  restrict  the  employ- 
ment of  Biili-h  ships  to  theircarriage  thence.  We 
believe  that  these  apprehensions  were,  in  a  great 
measure,  visionary.  B  it  the  law  is  so  contrived  as 
lo  avoid  even  the  po.isibility  of  danger  on  this  head; 
such  of  the  products  of  Asia,  Africa,  and  America  as 
are  required  tor  home  cou-surnption,  being,  wilh 
trifling  exception,  inadmissible  from  Europe,  and 
only  admissible  when  they  are  imported  in  British 
ships,  or  in  ships  of  the  country  or  place  of  which  the 
goods  aie  the  produce  and  from  which  they  are 
brought.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  articles 
from  Asiatic  and  African  Turkey,  imported  from  the 
Levant,  and  bullion." 

We  are  placed  in  something  of  Ihe  same  category 
noticed  in  this  extract,  by  the  British  colonial  system; 
and  il  has  already  grown  to  be  a  source  of  disconlcnt 
and  irritaliiui  in  the  intercourse  of  the  two  nalions. 
It  is  not  the  design  of  the  committee  to  present  an 
examination  in  detail  of  Ihe  many  questions  growing 
out  of  the  colonial  system  of  Great  Britain,  which 
have  produced  tlie  memorials  and  other  expressions 
of  public  opinion  in  refeience  lo  that  .system,  now 
placed  before  the  committee.  They  are  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  such  an  exposition  by  the  very 
full  and  satisfactory  report  upon  this  subject  from 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  which  is  now  be- 
fore Ihe  house.  They  will,  however,  take  occasion 
to  say  that,  in  view  ol  tlie  great  defect  of  reciprocity 
in  the  regulations  between  the  two  governinenls,  and 
ol  the  injurious  operation  ol  the  present  system  upon 
our  navigation,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  beili'r, 
even  at  once,  to  throw  this  intercourse  back  lolhe 
condition  in  which  it  was  held  previous  to  thi-  year 
1830,  than  to  preserve  it  on  the  grounds  it  now  occu- 
pies. It  could  not  be  worse  lor  us;  and  it  would  then, 
at  least,  present  an  equality  of  relations  which  we 
can  as  well  sustain  as  onr  rival. 

The  committee  have,  in  accordance  with  this  view, 
prepared  a  bill  lor  the  eslablishinent  of  reciprocal 
commerce  wilh  the  British  colonies,  framed  on  the 
principles  of  the  act  approved  on  the  1st  March,  1823, 
which  they  submit  with  this  report. 

It  is  apparuit,  from  an  inspection  of  the  offi>'ial 
documents  relating  to  our  commerce  wilh  the  British 
colonies,  that  an  increase  of  British  tonnage,  greatly 
dispropoitioned  lo  our  own,  has  grown  up  bolh  upon 
the  lakes  and  upon  the  Allanlic.  Some  have  attemp- 
ted to  account  for  this  diipiopoiiion  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  Ihe  Brili.-h  ihci'Mse  is  mer.ly  iMruinal. 
and  is  to  be  ascribed  to  tlin  greater  acliviiiol  B,itis!i 
hipping  in  Ihe  short  voyages  between  the  United! 
Slates  and  the  colonial  ports  upon  our  borders.  It  is 
said,  also,  that,  on  the  lakes,  the  British  employ 
twenty  five  steamboats,  where  we  have  but  five,  and 
that  there  are  more  small  vessels  sailing  under  llie 
British  flag  Ihai der  our  own.  These  facts  consti- 
tute the  evidence  of  the  justice  of  our  complaint,  and 
demonstrate  conclusively  Ihat  Ihe  present  arrange- 
ments operate  much  rjoie  favorably  (oi  Ihe  naviga 
lion  of  onr  neighbors  than  for  our  own.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  striking  incidents  that  have  followed  Ihe 
settlement  of  this  dSlonial  question  in  1830,  Ihat  an 
enormous  trade  has  grown  up,  in  Ameiican  produce, 
to  tliese  colonies;  that  vast  quantities  ot  flour,  gr;iin, 
provisions,  and  other  commodities,  are  coiitmualiy 
shipped  Irom  our  border  ports  into  Canada,  to  be 
borne  thence,  in  British  vessels,  either  lo  England  or 
other  British  possessions — thus  transferring  the  car- 
nage of  our  produce  to  British  ships,  without  thn 
possibility  of  competition  or  interference  from  us. — 
This  produce  goes  into  Cinadii,  either  free  or  at  low 
rates  of  duty,  and  is  shipped  thence  lo  llie  Wist  In- 
dies free;  whilst,  if  borne  diieelly  in  our  vessels,  it 
would  be  cumbered  with  a  heavy  duly.  We  have 
no  accurate  slalistics  of  our  exports  on  the  lakes,  but 
it  it  is  well  known  that  not  much  less  than  three  mil- 
lions of  bushels  of  wheat  have  been  exported  in.  one 
year  to  Kingston  alone,  whence  it  is  shipped,  by  the 
St.  Lawrence,  to  the  West  Indies,  to  England  and 
other  places.  Flour  commands  scarcely  a  smaller 
price  at  Detroit  than  it  does  at  New  York,  and  Ihe  St. 
Lawrence  is  diily  increasing  in  importance  as  the 
great  channel  of  the  trade  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States— a  traile  under  Anglo- 
American  control,  and  maintained  to  the  advance- 
ment of  British  navigation  and  the  injury  of  ours. 

The  existence  of  such  a  trade  under  such  circum- 
stances 13  a  remarkable  commentary  upon  the  want 
of  sagacity  and  foresi^'hl  in  the  administration  of  our 


commercial  concerns,  and  makes  a  powerjil  appeal 
to  the  consideration  of  congress.  The  navigation  re- 
turns of  18-10  show,  that  in  Ihe  four  ports  on  lake 
Ontario  of  Sacket's  Harbor,  Genessee,  Oswego  and 
Niag.ira,  this  trade  furnished  employment  for  166,086 
tons  of  Biitish  shipping,  and  but  -1.5,410  tons  of  A- 
miMican;  Ihat  the  British  tonnage  entered  in  the  sams 
year  at  Detroit  was  12,310  ions;  whilst  the  Atnericaii 
did  not  exceed  .593  tons.  We  liave  no  record  furnish- 
ed us  in  our  official  tables  of  the  navigation  of  Cleve- 
land, Buffalo,  and  other  ports  of  inipoitance — an 
omission  ndiich  ought  henceforth  to  be  corrected: 
they  doubtless  woulifsliow  the  same  inequalities.      * 

We  have  further  proof  of  the  great  activity  ami 
value  of  ibis  trade  to  the  British  possessions,  in  tfirt 
vast  and  rapid  increase  it  has  given  to  the  lolls  on  the 
Welland  canal,  which  have  risen,  as  the  coinmillee 
are  informed,  from  £12,000  lo  £50,000  sterling  per 
annum.  This  canal  has  been  purchased  by  the  g"V- 
ernment  and  enlarged  in  capacity  to  enable  it  the 
more  freely  to  vent  the  great  trade  which  has  been 
pressed  upon  il  Irom  the  United  States.  The  enter- 
prise of  our  countiy  is  thus  made  subsidiary  lo  the 
wealth,  revenues,  and  navigation  of  the  British  colo- 
nies, and  in  the  same  degree  prejudicial  to  our  own, 
through  Ihe  policy  of  our  government. 

The  existing  arr,in!;einent  has  designated  certain 
ports  in  the  British  northern  colonies,  as  well  as  in 
the  West  Indies,  into  which  only  our  shipping  is  al- 
lowed to  entei;  whilst,  on  the  British  side,  their  ves- 
sels enter  not  only  any  port  in  the  United  States,  but 
also  sail  from  porls  in  their  own  dominions  which  are 
forbidden  to  us.  The  allowance  of  such  a  discrimi- 
nation in  the  arrangement  cannot  bill  work,  as  it  has 
done,  lo  the  disadvantage  of  our  shipping,  by  enabl- 
ing British  \'essels  to  monopolize  such  comni'-'rce  as 
is  confined  to  the  locality  of  the  forbidden  ports. — 
This  is  particularly  the  case  in  reference  lo  Ihe  article 
of  plaster  of  parts,  grindstones,  and  some  oiher  com- 
modities, which,  being  laden  at  Ihe  quarries  on  Ihe 
bay  of  Fundy,  are  brought  to  the  United  Stales  in 
British  bottoms,  whilst  the  American  vessels,  not  be- 
ing allowed  to  enier  the  ports  where  tlie=e  co-nm  ,di- 
ties  are  found,  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  tin- 
trade  to  their  rivals  as  beyond  Ihe  pale  ot  coinpili- 
tion.  Ttie  effect  of  these  regiilalions  will  be  seen  in 
the  following  statement  of  tonnage  entering  Ih'  U- 
nited  Slates  in  the  commerce  with  the  the  Biiti.sli 
American  colonies. 


To.ns. 

1830 — American  tonnage  entered 

130,527 

British 

4,002 

IS31 — American           " 

92,672 

British 

82.557 

1832— American            " 

74,001 

Biitish 

108,671 

1333— American 

209,959 

British 

208.064 

1834— American 

173,278 

British 

239,984 

13.!5 — .\meriran            " 

263,832 

British 

387,2511 

l.S36-Am.riran 

278,6.50 

British 

377,523 

1.^37— A.nerican 

2?6.670 

British 

488,996 

1838-Aiiii.ic.in 

266.220 

B'lUsli 

370,397 

1839— Auienian 

334.121 

Biitisli 

332,097 

1S40— AniericAn 

373.149 

Biitish 

337.917 

Tlie  existing  arrangement  went  into  oprralion  in 
1830,  and  this  exposition  is  particularly  worthy  of 
observation  to  show  Ihe  increase  of  British  tonnnfe 
tiom  tha't  date. 

I'iOin  these  facts,  the  cnrninillee  feel  justified  in 
assuming  Ihe  position,  that  in  order  lo  eslabli.-h  a  just 
and  ac'.ual  reciprocity  in  Ihe  employment  of  the  nnvi- 
gntion  of  Ihe  two  countries — throwing  out  of  view 
evi-ry  question  relating  to  reciprocity  in  trade  with 
Gre.it  Britain,  in  regard  to  which  the  most  striking 
and  oppressive  inequalities  exist,  as  we  have  already 
intimated — il   is  essential — 

First.  That  all  the  porls  of  the  British  American 
colonies  shonhl  be  open  to  the  arlmi^sion  ol  Americin 
vessels  on  the  same  terms  that  British  vessels  aie 
admitted  into  our  porls;  and 

Second.  That  American  vessels  shall  have  Ihe 
privilege  of  carrying  freely  from  the  British  colonies, 
and  to  all  foreign  countries,  all  commodities  of  Ihe 
same  class  of  description  as  those  which  are  ordina- 
rily imported  by  the  British  colonies  from  the  United 
States,  on  the  same  terms  that  British  vessels  may 
carry  thein. 

These  conditions  are  no  more  than  are  now  sub- 
stantially permitted  by  our  laws  lo  British  vessels; 
and  it  is  quite  obvious  to  the  committee  that  there 
can  be  no  fair  reciprocation  without  the  allowance  of 
them  to  our  trade.  The  arrangement  for  such  a  pri- 
vilege might  be  easily  made  by  the  designation  of  a 
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li'it  oi  ailiclpg,  of  Ihe  cla?s  ut  those  llie  i;rowlli,  jiro-  i  ol  a  trade  which,  on  their  side,  is  confined  to  tlie  sup 
dii'e,  ni  uiiiiiiiljcture  ol  the  Ui;ited  Slates,  which  are  ply  of  the  wauls  ol  a  much  smaller  circle  ol'  popula 
nsiiallv  iinported  into  Canada,  New  Bninswick,  tion,  and,  in  reference  to  some  of  tlii-in,  to  some  l'e« 
Nova  Scjiia,  and  other  British  provinces;  which  list  porls  wiiose  commerce,  in  cimparis.m  with  onrs,  i; 
shonid  firm  the  staple  of  a  carryiiii;  trade  open  to  i  certainly  limited,  if  not  to  an  inconsiderable,  at  least, 
ve>:«el-i  ol  the  United  Slates.  I  to  a  very  inferior  amount  of  demand.     It  was 

Pd3sin>^  from  the  illiisiralions  ol  Ihe  reciprocity  far  in  Ihe  way  ol  concession,  to  ^rant  Ihe  privil 
sysiein  wilh  England,  we  proceed  to  ex  imine  those  rfiVcci  transportation  to  the  produce  of  the  resp 
with  other  natioHS. 

The  reciprocity  with  E  island  w  have  shown  is  of 
a  limited  kind— confi.ied  to  articles  the  growth,  pro- 


oiintries  with  whom  ihese  tieaiies  are  formed 
B  it  it  is  scarcely  conceivahie  wliat  .ulequat 
tives  of  good  policy  could  have  presented  Iheinselves 
to  our  government  to  juslity  the  openingol  otir  eiilir( 
trade  with  all  the  world  to  the  vessels  ol  these  powers 
— endowed  as  they  are  with  such  capacities  for  cheap 
navigation, — and   to   admit    their  ships   and  seamen 


llfacture  of  the    conlraclln,'   parlies. 
The  treaties  with  most  ol  lli-;  olhri  European  powers 
are  on  Ihe  broadest  scale  ol  privilege.     Tlic  grant  to 
Ihe  parties  the  libfrty  of  importing  into  each  other's 

ports,  all  kinds  ol  produce,  Ifom  any  quarter  of  the  j  into  a  free  coinpelitio. 
world,  regardless  of  the  origin  of  the  coinmodily  and  i  trade  their  merchants  mi;;ht  lliink  proper  to  embark, 
of  the  place  whence  imported,  in  the  vess.;ls  ol  each.  I  i'liis  we  have  nevertheless  d  me;  and  the  conSi  qiience 
Th;  privilege  far  transcends  that  conferred  by  the  .  is  tint  congress  is  rec-iving  lioiii  all  quarters  deep 
Biitish  recipncity  treaties  with  the  same  powers,  complaints  of  the  injury  we  have  inflicted  upon  our 
liom  which  the  policy,  and  in  great  part  the  language  j  own  navigation — an  injury  which  is  now  in  rapid 
of  our  tieaties  have  been  boriowed.  In  llie  Brili-.h  progress  of  mischief,  and  which,  if  not  arrested  by 
treaty  with  Prussia  in  \SH,  and  with  the  otiier  I  timely  legislation,  must  result  in  layin 
nortlierii  powers  ol  Europe  which  are  cojiied  from  it,  shipping  to  rot  at  our  docks,  and  in  th 
iltge  ol  importation  of  articles  not  tile  growth,    our  carrying  Ira  le  to   the  Iriendly 


produce,  or  manufacture  of  Ihe  countries  of  the  re 
spective  parties,  is  qualified  by  the  further  condition 
that  tiiey  shall  be  such  articles  as  "can  be  legally 
imported"  into  the  ports  of  i  it'ier.  This  q  lalificatioii 
lias  a  reference  to  '*the  enuuierable  aiticles"  defined 
in  the  British  navigation  laws  to  which  we  have 
lii-relolore  alluded,  and  wliicli.  by  lliose  laws,  cannot 
be  legally  imported  into  Great  Biilaiii  except  in 
British  ships,  or  ships  of  the  country  of  which  they 
are  the  products,  or  of  the  country  Irom  which  they 
are  imjiortcd 

In  all  reciprocity  treaties  with  the  same  powers  we 
liave  no  such  reservation.  There  is  no  class  of 
"enuiner.ited  articles"  known  to  our  system  of  navi 
gallon.  The  privilege,  therefore,  conferred  by  our 
Ir-alies  comprehends  almost  every  article  of  com 
iiierce,  and  extends  to  almost  every  part  of  the  woild. 
Ill  laC,  we  have  accorded  to  thes?  powers,  so  far  as 
iiavi"alion  is  concetned,  unlimited  Iree  trade 

The  practical  operation  of  these  concessions  we 
have  already  shown.  They  have  filled  our  harbors 
with  (oreign  flags,  and  have  condemned  the  Ameri- 
can ship  owner  to  become  a  quiet  and  passive  spec- 
tator of  the  workings  of  a  policy  which  is  transferr 
iiiir  his  business  and  its  emoluments  in  his  own  poil 
and  under  the  enconargement  of  his  own  Govern- 
ineiil,  to  foreigners:  transferring  them  without  an 
rqiiivalent  in  the  Increase  ol  commerce  or  any  per- 
cepiilile  good  of  any  kind.  They  are  assailing  the 
prospeiily  "I  our  mechanics  and  workmen  em|iloyed 
III  the  building  and  fitting  out  ol  ships,  by  inlrodiic- 
in»  larg.  amounts  of  foreign  built  tonnage  iiilo  our 
tr.ule,  iiiid  in  the  same  proportion  discouraging  and 
n|>uress  ng  thai  most  valuable  branch  ol  our  industry 
Tliey  are  checking  the  growth  of  our  marine,  by 
supplanting  the  American  sailor  and  substituling  the 
foreign  seaman  in  his  place  to  conduct  American 
cumm  rce.  In  short,  they  are  rapidly  and  conspicu- 
ously countervailing  and  overthrowing  tlje  most 
cherished  fundamental  principles  upon  which,  lor 
more  than  half  a  century,  we  have  been  endeavor- 
in  '  to  build  up  a  commercial  maritime  power. 

All  that  has  been  said  by  Ihe  British  wi  iters  we 
have  belore  quoted,  in  reference  to  the  impolicy  of  a 
1,-ciprocity  treaty  with  a  country  that  is  able  to  build 
and  navigate  ships  cheaper  than  aiiolher,  applies  wich 
peculiar  lorce  to  the  case  pr.-seiited  by  our  Govern 
iii-nt  in  the  treaties  we  refer  to. 

The  (lowers  with  whii-.h   we    have  concluded  these 

Ii,,,,tie3 we  speak  espi-cfilly  ol  tlio^e  of  Ihe  north  of 

17;,'i,(,pe_are  well  knoAui  boih  to  build  and  navigate 
their  vessels  cheaper  than  we  can  do  It  is  not  .illiiin 
ing  loo  much  to  say  that  the  mati-rial  employed  in 
sli7p  building  is  to  be  procured  in  Ihe  B  ilHc  Stales  at 
rates  ol  cost  much  below  that  lor  which  they  can  b- 
obtained  in  the  United  Slat,-s;  that  the  wag'sol  libor 
employed  in  this  occupation  are,  in  these  coiiulries 
at  least  one- half  less  tliaii  ours  and  that  those  paid  to 
seamen  and  all  others  concerned  in  Ihe  navigalion  ol 
their  sliips  in  ly  be  idaced  at  an  average  ol  ;j;it  per 
cent  less  than  aie  usually  paid  in  Ibf  United  Sla'es; 
whdsl  all  the  expenses  ol  victualling  and  providins 
(lu  tliesf  vess-ls  are  quite  as  cheap  if  not  cheaper 
than  are  incurred  by  our  ship  owinTs.  We  do  not 
luinisli  exam|iles  ol  these  several  items  of  cost  and 
e!Coen«e,  only  because  Ihe  fict  we  have  staled  is 
n-iorioo's  ami  has  been  so  often  brought  to  the  view 
ol  lite  couoliy  as  to  render  it  unnecessary. 

Vet  wiih  these  powers  we  persuade  ourselves  that 
our  treaties  have  placed  our  commerce  upon  a  reci- 
procal looting.  Tosay  nothing  of  the  high,  and  even 
prohibitory  duties,  which,  in  several  of  these  slates, 
are  brought  by  their  tarill's  into  contrast  with  our  low 
duties,  we  liave  consented  to  open  the  trade  of  our 
whole'counlry  of  seventeen  millions  of  people  to  the 
s,ubjenl9  ol  these  powers  in  exchange  for  the  privilege 


suirend'^r  of 
?  whom 
shin  own 


policy  has  done  so  much  to  favor.  O 
before  they  may  find  employment  tor  their  vessels, 
are  obliged  to  wait  in  their  own  ports,  until  the  Swe- 
dish, Danish  or  Hansealic  shipping  have  taken  olf  as 
much  freight  as  they  can  carry, — or  to  adopt  the  al- 
ternative of  reducing  their  compensation  lo  the  stand- 
ard fixed  by  their  comp^tito-s,  though  at  the  sacrifice 
of  all  fair  profit.  This  is  the  great  otf^ring  wliicii  we 
have  made  to  the  genius  of  Iree  trade — an  otf'ering 
wliicli  finds  so  much  approval  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic;  and  which,  we  rnay  venture  to  assert, 
will  be  recommended  lo  our  continued  favor  as  both 
a  liberal  and  wise  abaiidonment  of  ancient  error,  by 
every  political  economist  of  Europe  who  takes  an 
interest  in  the  success  ol  that  newdy  discovered  theory 
of  reciprocity  which  throws  the  blessings  of  free  trade 
upon  Europe  and  its  burdens  upon  America. 

The  committee  think  it  time  that  the  attention  of 
the  country  was  awakened  to  the  importance  of  a 
chanse  in  this  policy.  We  have  made  the  experi- 
ment and  it  has  failed.  It  only  remains  for  us  lo  re- 
trace our  steps.  With  a  view  to  such  an  action  Ihe 
committee  present,  for  the  adoption  of  the  house,  a 
resolution  requesting  the  President,  whenever  in  his 
judgment  it  shall  be  proper,  lo  give  the  prescribed 
notice  for  the  termination  of  such  of  our  reciprocity 
treaties  with  European  nations  as  have  extended  the 
reciprocal  privilege  of  trade  beyond  the  limits  of 
articles  "the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactnie"  of 
the  respective  counties;  and  also  to  make  known  the 
desire  of  this  government  hereafter  lo  arrange  its 
foreign  tiade  upon  principfes  of  reciprocity  which 
shall  not  extend  beyond  the  allowance  ol  equal  duties 
to  Ihe  direct  importation  of  the  products  of  the  con- 
tracting parties;  with  the  further  condition  that  such 
arrangement  shall  be  either  the  subject  of  occasional 
legislation,  or,  it  of  treaty  stipulation,  that  it  shall  be 
upon  such  terms  only  as  may  admit  of  its  repeal  at 
any  lime  upon  twelve  months'  notice. 

Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  which  may  re- 
suit  from  ail  engagement  tc  forego,  in  any  case,  the 
right  of  imposing  discriminating  duties  upon  foreign 
navigation,  Ihe  comiui  tee  conceive  that  a  limited 
exemption  of  the  vessels  of  Iriendly  powers,  upon  a 
reciprocal  footing,  as  but  a  just  concession  to  that 
liberal  spirit  of  accommodation  which  ought  to  char- 
acterise the  commerce  of  the  world;  hut  they  think 
also  that  that  concession  is  extended  a;  far  as  it  ought 
lo  s;o,  when  it  embraces  the  direct  trade  between  the 
parties,  in  their  respec:ive  prodiicls. 

The  notice  suggested  by  the  resolution,  would  af- 
fect, at  Ihe  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  its  date, 
the  treaties  at  present  existing  with  Denmark,  Swe- 
den, the  Hansealic  republic,  Prussia,  Austria  and 
Russia — the  treaties  with  these  po*eis  have  already 
extended  beyornl  their  original  limitation,  and  being 
subject  lu  be  discontinued  upon  one  year's  notice. — 
Th**  remaininir  treaties  in  which  the  reciprocity  prin- 
ciple is  adopted  on  the  broadest  scale,  inav  be  iinde 
the  subject  of  coiHideratioii  as  the  term  of  their  du- 
raliou  approaches.  Tiie  few  treaties 'if  this  character 
which  we  have  entered  into  with  the  South  American 
slates, — Brazil  and  Venezuefi — have  |iroduced  no  in- 
convenience, and  may  therefore  be  left  upon  their 
present  basis. 

In  Ihe  recommendation  of  this  resolution,  it  is  not 
the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  express  any  com. 
plaint  or  objection  against  the  tieaties  referred  to,  on 
any  other  point  than  that  which  concerns  the  recipro- 
cal privileges  lo  which  we  have  adveited.  Whatever 
other  provisions  in  these  .  tre. dies  may  have  been 
found  necessary  lo  Ihe  ilue  regulation  of  our  cnmmer 
cial  intercouse  with  Ihese  powers  in.ty  be  renewetl  in 
future  negotiations. 

The  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1815,  presenting  the 
terms  upon  which  this  government  is  willing  to  iclax 


its  discriminations  against  foreign  shippiiuc,  is  still 
In  force.  There  is  no  desire  to  repeal  it.  The  con- 
tinuance of  this  act  will  he  regarded  as  an  indication 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  United  S'ates  aie  willing 
to  go  in  file  application  of  the  principle  of  recipionty. 
The  subject  being,  at  all  tunes,  within  the  Control  of 
congress,  will  enable  us,  at  once,  lo  correct  any  in- 
jurious effect  which  might  result  in  any  particular 
case  to  the  detriment  of  our  commerce  or  slnppin*;. 

The  comiiiiltee,  in  completing  this  review  of  the 
navigation  of  Ihe  country,  have  but  little  to  remark 
upon  that  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  The  pros- 
perity' of  this,  Ihe  most  \  aluahle  branch  of  our  maiine, 
is  in  a  great  measure  secure  against  those  ii.flufncea 
which  are  likely  to  iiij-ire  Ihe  shipping  employed  in 
t<.)reign  cominerce.  We  have  guarded  it  agiinsi  alt 
co'npelion  from  abroad.  It  is  sof  ly  depen  lent  for  its 
success  ujion  Ihe  vigor  and  enterprise  ofotir  domestic 
industry.  'Hie  excliange  of  ourcontinually  multiply- 
ling  domestic  pn^ducts  between  the  difl'erent  states 
of  the  union,  and  the  rafiid  intercourse  eiigendered 
by  these  increasing  sources  and  supplies  ol  internal 
commerce  amongst  ourselves,  have  been  steadily 
adding  to  our  coasting  vessels  and  steamboats; — the 
increase  of  which,  even  under  the  most  depressing 
conditions  of  our  foreign  commerce,  is  a  Kialilying 
evidence  of  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  maintain 
a  great  trade  independent  of  the  whole  world,  and 
would  seem  lo  point  out,  with  peculiar  distinction, 
the  value  and  Ihe  necessity  of  fostering  those  employ- 
ments which  shall  sustain  the  wealth  and  power  of 
the  nation  in  the  face  ol  all  foreign  hostility. 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  increase  of  our  coasting 
tonnage,  composed  from  the  same  elfinents  as   that 
which  we  have  presented  in  reference  lo  onr  tonnage 
engaged  in  the  foreign  traile,  will  furnish,  at  a  glance, 
the  evidence  of  the  condition  of  this  poitiou  of  our 
shipping.     The  list  of  eniolmeiits  and  licenses,  here- 
tofore given  in  table  No.  II,  tliough  liable  to  the  ob- 
jections we  have  stated,  will  also  lend  some   aid  in 
forming  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 
Statement  showing  Ihe  numbei  of  enrolled  and  licens- 
ed vessels  built  in  the  United  States;  also  the  num- 
ber lost  or  condemned,  and  the  balance  of  increase 
in  each  year. 

Quantity  Lost  or  co.i-    Actual 
Year  ending.  built. 

Tons. 
December  31,    18.30     36,841 

1831  40.241 

1832  71,556 

1833  88.1)17 

1834  65,707 
From  September  30,  IS-35.  lo 
September  30,  1836     66,!)S3 

1837     80,613 

1S38     71,275 

1339     65,922 

1840  62,187 
Before  leaving  this  question  of  Ihe  navigalion  of 
the  United  States,  the  cnininiltee  desire,  in  the  brief- 
est manner,  to  advert  to  a  subject  referred  to  their 
consideration,  and  to  present  their  conclusions  upon 
They  allude  lo  the  resolution  respecting  the  pro- 
priety ol  altering  the  present  mode  of  measuring  and 
computing  the  tonnage  ol  our  vessels.* 

The  method  is  prescribed  by  the  3d  section  of  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  Ihe  registering  and  dealing 
vessels,  regulating  the  coasting  trade,  and  tor  other 
purposes,"  approved  on  the  1st  of  Se[iteiiib;- 
Great  and  serious  complaints  have  been 
gainst  this  method  of  inea^ 
what  seems  to  be  a   well   s 

has  exercised  a  very  preju  licial  elfect  upon  tin*  struc- 
ture and  strength  ol  0111  vessels.  The  collectini,  in 
foreign  ports,  as  well  as  our  own,  ol  a  iluty,  estimated 
by  the  tonnage  of  the  vessels,  has  rendei'ed  it  .ui  ob- 
ject of  ecoiio  ny  in  the  construction  of  ships  and  other 
vessels,  to  obtain  the  largest  capacity  of  hold  in  n 
manner  that  shall  attbrd  the  smallest  aiiiounl  of  nomi- 
nal tonnage  under  the  rule  of  measurement  as  estab- 
lished. Tlie  consequence  of  Ibis,  it  is  airiinied.  has 
been  to  encourage  tlie  adoption  of  models,  which,  in 
producing  Ihe  desired  result,  have  led  to  a  sacrifice 
both  of  strength  and  speed  in  the  vessel. 

Until  very  recently  the  mode  of  admea»uping  ton- 
nage in  Eng'and  was  sobslaulially  lb*  same  as  teat 
established  byouract  of  1789  TJiesame  c.unplnints 
against  that  mode,  winch  have  been  made  in  this 
country,  have  also  been  made  in  England,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  a  change  in  the  iuetho*l  of  as- 
cerlaining  the  tonnage,  by  suhsliluting  one  which 
furnishes  a  result  much  nearer  to  the  actual  capacity 
of  the  vessel,  and  which  is  not  liable  to  be  evaded  by 
changes  of  structure.  This  improvement  of  the 
method  of  measurement  was  established  by  act  of 
p  irliameni,  5  and  6  William  I  V'.,  chap.  56  " 


demned. 

increase 

Tons. 

T071S. 

7,551 

29.289 

7,il32 

32,303 

7,664 

61,891 

5,951 

82,694 

4,824 

60,882 

5,619 

61,361 

9.163 

71,478 

6.208 

65,067 

7,729 

58,193 

13,174 

49,012 

:.  1788. 

made  a- 
:it,  foundi'd  upon 
d  opinion,  that   it 


•  'I'he  c  *nimitiec  reler  to  the  resolulion  of  Mr.  AycriL'g, 
sng^esiimj  nn  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  altering  the 
mode  of  admeasuring  the  tonnage  of  vessels. 
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TlK»  corninillee,  wilhout  iMrDior  comment  or  rx- 
.  plaiiafioii,  b.'5  !.-ave  to  refer  ilic  house  to  a  letter  ad- 
di-.-Sfe.i  by  Mr.  Foster  Rhodes,  a  n.wal  consfriiclor  ol 
grpat  ex|icrienct\  now  in  the  service  of  tiie  govern- 
ment, to  ihe  secretary  ol  the  Irerrsury,  upon  Inis  sub- 
ject, aoil  uhicli  they  have  aiipeiided"to  this  report. — 
That  letter,  in  the  opinion  of  Ihe  committee,  contains 
all  that  is  necessary  for  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
changes  suggested.  In  accordance  v^ilh  Ihe  views 
there  expressed,  the  comniillee  submit  a  bill. 

The  couiniittee  have  Ihus  disposed  of  the  principal 
topics,  which  have  been  referred  to  their  examination, 
connected  with  tile  commerce  and  navigation  of  Ihe 
couiilry. 

The  policy  of  meeting  Ihe  resfriclions  imposed  by 
foreign  nalioos  upon  our  products  by  countervailing 
duties,  is  a  subject  which  has  been  submitted  to  the 
conimitlee  on  manufactures,  and  is  embraced  in  their 
report.  The  i,'reat  injustice  whicli  has  been  done  to 
Ihe  United  States  in  Ihe  commercial  systems  adopted 
by  coniiiries  with  whom  we  have  nianilesied  a  desire 
to  raaiiilain  the  most  friendly  intercourse,  and  to 
whom  we  have  tendered  ihe  most  libeial  relations, 
has  been  a  theme  of  long  and  earnest  remonstrance 
on  the  pait  of  our  citiZ'.'iis.  The  excessive  duties 
levied  upon  our  tobacco,  and  almost  every  other  pro- 
duct of  our  soil,  by  England;  the  severe  restrictions 
imposed  u|  on  our  tobacco  by  Fiance,  and  Ihe  refusal 
by  other  |  owers  to  receive  our  products,  except  on 
terms  of  treat  disadvantage  lo  our  proJuceis,  have 
ever  been  met,  on  our  sine,  by  uhat  may  be  called, 
in  compaiisoii,  an  exceedingly  moderate  scale  of  im- 
posts upon  ev  ery  coinmodily  which  enters  into  our 
trade  from  thi  se  nations.  VVe  have  labored  lo  repre- 
sent the  feeling  of  Ihis  counliy  upon  the  subject,  both 
through  our  regular  di|iloinatic  represenlalives  and 
tinough  special  agencies  and  imssions  charged  with 
the  duly  oi  brij  gmg  these  questions  to  Ihe  aitention 
of  Ihe  pioper  authorities  to  whom  they  were  addres- 
sed.    So  lar  these  eiforls  have  met  with  no  success. 

It  cannot  j-islly  be  made  a  topic  of  complaint  if, 
afler  this  long  delay  and  frequent  remonstrance,  we 
should  at  last  resort  lo  such  retaliatory  ineasiires  as 
may  place  us  upon  the  looting  which  our  transatlan- 
tic rivals  have  ihemselves  assumed  as  Ihe  basis  of 
their  commercial  mteicnuise  with  us.  There  would 
be  neither  apparent  nor  "-eal  harshness  in  the  proce- 
dure il  we  should  place  duties  of  twenly,  filly,  or  a 
hundred  p  r  cent,  upon  the  producis  of  those  nations 
which  do  not  hesitate  lo  encainber  ours  with  lour, 
five,  six  hundred  and  even  more  than  a  thousand  per 
cent.  We  should  prefer  to  avoid  this  course  towards 
nations  whom,  from  every  consideration  of  resjii  ct 
and  common  interest,  we  are  alad  lo  reco^nijie  as 
friendly  powers;  but  ihe  policy  ihey  have  cl.osen  lo 
pursue  towards  us  scarcely  l.;aVL's  us  an  alternative. 
The  committee  thereloie  concur  .Mill  the-  sugg.s 
lions  which  have  been  maile  by  Ihe  cominiltee°on 
manulactures  on  tins  subp-ct. 

A  repoit  has  already  been  made  by  Ihe  committee 
on  the  inland  drawback  queslion,  which  renders  a 
further  consideration  of  it  unnecessary.  They  will 
report  a  bill  adapted  gener^jlly  lo  meet  the  views  ol 
the  peiiliouers  in  the  cases  that  have  been  siibuiilted 
in  the  several  inemoiials  upon  this  subject. 

In  conclusion,  the  coiniiiil'ee  present  with  this  re- 
port, in  conformity  witli  the  vaiious  suggestions 
which  it  contains — 

A  joint  resolution  requesting  Ihe  president,  at  such 
time  as  he  shall  deem  advisable,  to  give  the  proper 
noiice  for  termiiialiiig  such  treaties  with  European 
powers  as  have  established  the  privilt;ge  of  importing 
on  equal  terms  other  articles  than  those  Ihe  produce 
ol  Uie  countries  in  whose  vessels  the  importations  are 
made; 

A  bill  lo  establish  reciprocity  in  the  commercial 
regnlalioui  ol  ttie  Liniied  Stales  in  their  inlercouise 
wnn  crrlain  British  colonial  jiosls;  and 

A  bii!  lo  alter  itie  mode  ol  adineasurine  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  oilier  vess,  Is, 
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SENATE. 

JuLT  28.  Mr.  Phelps  reported  from  the  committee 
on  revolutionary  claims,  the  bill  from  the  house  di- 
recting warrants  to  issue  for  the  bounty  land  due  on 
account  of  the  services  of  iMajor  General  Duportail, 
Brigadier  Gen.  Armand,  and  Major  de  la  Colombe. 

iMr,  Preston  called  up  the  resolution  which  he  sub- 
mitted some  two  or  three  days  since,  to  the  eflect 
that  all  sums  hereafter  paid  fur  the  extinguishment 
of  the  Indian  titles  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  acquired  under  the 
treaty.  Mr.  P.  desired  it  simply  to  take  its  place  on 
the  calendar. 

Mr.  IVIiile  tliought  aa  this  matter  conflicted  direct- 
ly with  a  principle  which  had  been  fully  debated  at 
the  last  session,  and  had  been  the  object  of  the  whig 


party  for  the  last  ten  years,  it  should  not  be  thus  has- 
tily disposed  of,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Preston  replied  at  some  length,  holding  out  the 
idea  that  to  commit  llie  resolution  to  the  committee 
on  the  public  lands  would  be  committing  the  lamb  to 
the  wolf. 

Mr.  ^illen  addressed  the  senate  at  large,  insisting 
that  the  resolution  did  not  go  far  enough,  and  that 
he  should  at  the  proper  time  move  to  amend  it  so 
that  money  for  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles 
should  be  reimbursed  out  of  any  of  the  public  lands. 
Jlr.  IVIiite  replied  at  great  length,  and  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  Morehcad, 

Mr.  Evans  moved  to  postpone  its  further  conside- 
ration until  to-morrow,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the 
revenue  bill;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  claims  arising  under 
the  14th  and  19th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  creek  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  revenue  from  imports  was  then 
taken  up;  when 

Mr.  Crittenden  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
some  length  against  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
on  finance  in  the  senate,  reducing  the  duty  on  cotton 
bagging  from  five  cents  a  square  yard  lo  three  and  a 
half. 

Mr.  Culhonn  followed,  declaring  the  duty  as  laid 
by  the  amendment  too  high,  and  moved  to  reduce  it 
to  two  cents  a  square  yard;  on  which  he  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  debate  was  kept  up  until  a  late  hour  between 
Messrs.  Walker,  Evans,  Cuthbert,  Barrow,  Preston,  and 
others;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morekead,  the  senate  adjourned 
at  a  few  minutes  before  G  o'clock. 

Jdly  99.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a  memorial 
from  James  O'Conner  in  relation  to  steam  boilers. 

The  paper  states  that  Mr.  O'Connor  has  discover- 
ed the  exact  degree  of  heat  at  which  an  explosion 
must  inevitably  take  place,  and  gives  tables  in  sup- 
port of  his  theory.  He  measures  it  at  308  degrees 
A  cubic  inch  of  steam  at  2U8  degrees  contains  but 

108  atoms  of  water  and  70,092  atoms  of  caloric 

From  his  table  it  appears  that  a  boiler  cannot  be 
heated  up  to  303  degrees  without  producing  cer- 
tain and  inevitable  explosion.  It  is  proposed  that  all 
boilers  should  be  furnished  with  a  thermometer, 
whose  bulb  should  be  immersed  in  the  water,  and 
thereby  indicate  its  exact  degree  of  heat.  The  im- 
mersion of  the  bulb  of  a  thermometer  in  the  steam 
does  not  enable  tlie  instrument  to  exhibit  the  degree 
of  heat  or  elastic  force  of  water  in  a  boiler.  The 
elastic  force  of  steam  is  in  arithmetical  progression, 
and  not  geometrical,  which  governs  the  increase  of 
the  elastic  force  of  water.  It  appears  truly  strange 
(says  this  document)  and  not  easily  to  be  accounted 
for,  that  the  elastic  force  of  water  is  increased  in 
geometrical  progression,  while  the  steam  generated 
from  it  and  found  in  the  same  boiler  has  but  an  in- 
crease of  elastic  force  in  arithmetical  progression. 
It  is  a  still  stranger,  and  remarkable  coincidence, 
that  the  elastic  force  of  water  and  steam  should  be 
the  same  within  308  degrees  of  heat,  while  the  rules 
which  govern  the  increase  of  elastic  force  of  the  two 
fluids  vary  so  much  from  each  other. 

The  bill  to  regulate  enlistments  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  came  up  in  its  order, 
when — 

Mr.  Bayard  explained  the  object  of  the  bill,  and 
moved  to  so  amend  it  as  to  include  in  its  provisions 
"f/ie  marine  corps.^^ 

Some  discussion  ensued. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  bill  was  so  amended 
as  to  include  the  army. 

Mr.  King  suggested  that  "musicians"  be  added, 
and  the  amendment  then  read  that  no  blacks  should 
be  enlisted  in  the  army,  navy,  or  marine  corps,  ex- 
cept as  cooks,  stewards,  servants,  and  musicians. 

The  question  was  then  taken  ou  tlie  amendment 
and  decided  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow, 
Bayard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Conrad,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  Graham,  King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Freston, 
Rives,  .Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Walker, 
"Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Young — 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bates,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafts, 
Dayton,  Evans,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons, 
Smith,  of  Ind.  Sprague,  Tappan,  White,  Williams, 
Woodbridge — 16. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
On  motion  ol  Mr.  Evans,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  discussion  of  the  tarilf  bill.  The  question  last 
pending  being  the  atiiendraent  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to 
make  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. 

The  debate  was  kept  up  until  5  o'clock  by  Messrs. 
Crittenden,  Bagby,  Calhuan,  King,  Cutlibert,  Hives,  and 
others;  when 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  adjourned.       | 


.Tm.T  30.     Several  memorials  were  presented 

One  was  from  the  custom  house  of  New  York,  and 
^•emonstrated  against  the  provision  incorporated' into 
the  bill  against  the  payment  of  salaries  before  the 
accounts  are  audited; 

Mr.  Limi  presented  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  amount  expended  from  the  treasury  for  claims 
be  reported  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of 
every  session. 

;Mr.  Tappan,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  amend  the  revenue  bill  by  moving  an  amendment 
to  the  effect  that  all  nations  which  will  receive  the 
flour,  wheat  and  provisions  of  this  country  free  of 
duty  shall  have  their  goods  imported  at  the  rate  of 
20  per  cent.  duty. 

The  bill  from  the  house  for  the  armed  occupation 
of  Florida  aa  amended  by  the  house,  was  reported 
with  a  recommendation  that  Ihe  senate  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  that  the  bill  since  it 
left  the  senate,  had  evidently  changed  its  character. 
It  was  not  now  a  military  bill,  but  a  bill  providing- 
nothing  morethanadonation  of  twohundred thousand 
acres  of  land,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  its  passage. 

^''-    ff'hile  moved  for  the  postponement  of  the  bill 


Mr 


until   Monday,  until  he  could  have  time  to  exa; 
into  Its  provisions.     The  motion  prevailed  by  a  vote 
of  21  to  19.  J  ic 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  of 
the  naval  appropriation  bill  made  a  report  throuo-h 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  finance.  The 
committee  after  two  sessions  recommend  a  com- 
promise lo  the  effect  that  the  senate  recede  from  the 
proviso  limiting  the  personnel  of  the  navy,  and  recom- 
mend in  lieu  of  it  that  the  midshipmen  be  limited  to 
the  number  in  service  in  1S41,  and  secondly  that  in 
regard  to  the  other  and  higher  grades  they  be  limit- 
ed to  the  number  in  service  in  1841.  Many  of  the 
other  amendments  were  receded  from,  and  that  in 
relation  to  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  dry  dock  compro- 
mised. The  report  of  the  committee  on  conference 
was  concurred  in  by  the  senate  without  debate. 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  taken  up.  Mr.  Sevier 
of  Arkansas,  commenced  the  debate  upon  Ihe  amend- 
ment pending  and  in  opposition  to  the  provision  of 
the  house  and  in  favor  of  the  lowest  duty.  He  spoke 
as  a  cotton  planter  and  considered  the  duty  a  grievous 
burden. 

Mr.  Benton  advocated  the  middle  ground  between 
20  per  cent,  moved  by  Mr.  Calhojm  on  cotton  ba^-gin-- 
and  5  cents  a  yard  as  in  the  house  bill.  Mr!  Cal- 
houn's proposition  was  then  voted  upon  by  yeas  and 
nays  and  rejected  by  a  vote  of  23  to  8. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  proposed  25  per  cent,  duty  on 
cotton   bagging,  and  after  debate  this  was  rejected, 

The  question  was  then  on  the  duty  of  5  cents  and 
3  J  cents  a  yard.  This  again  gave  rise  to  a  discussion 
upon  the  merits  of  the  whole  question. 

The  ameridmentof  the  committee  was  then  reiect- 
cd  by  a  vote  of  26  to  23.  '' 

The  iron  amendments  of  the  committee  were  then 
considered,  and  all  of  them  were  rejected,  and  the 
bill  was  about  to  be  reported  to  the  senate,  when 

Mr.  Buchanan  rose  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
27th  section  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  repeal  of  the 
proviso  to  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands;  but  it  being  then  5  o'clock  the 
senate  adjourned. 

August  1.  Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on 
finance,  reported  the  army  appropriation  bill  from 
the  house.  The  committee  recommend  tl,at  the 
senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  and  a"Tee  to  the 
amendment  to  the  proviso,  that  only  S146 -'96  shall 
he  appropriated  for  the  settlement  of  claims  out  of 
the  §500,000;  and  ask  a  committee  of  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  senate  as  to  the  disputed  points  Thii 
report  was  not  concurred  in. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  JValker  asked  leave  to 
Uo™     r  "^         '°  '^  ""^  """^  "''"'*  naturaliza- 


«'■•  ir-!r  "'°"''  .'°  '""J  "'«  ">o''°"  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ifalker  gave  his  reasons  at  some  length  for 
desiring  to  introduce  the  bill.  He  thought  it  called 
lor  by  the  existing  state  of  things,  when  there  were 
so  many  foreigners  in  the  country,  who,  in  case  of 
war,  would  owe  no  allegiance  to  the  American  ■ro- 
vornment.  * 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and 
It  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following  vole: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard 
Berrien,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Dayton  Fvans' 
Graham,  Huntington,  Miller,  ;Morehead,  Phelps  Pres' 
ton,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sprague,  V'i'hite  Wood- 
bridge — 21.  ' 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan  Cuth- 
bert, Fulton,  Iverr,  King,  Linn,  McKoberts'  Man- 
gum.  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tapnan  Walker 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbui^,  Youns-lS.  ' 
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The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Fbrida  was 
taken  up,  the  question  being  on  conourring  n-ifh  the 
anieniliiient  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Benton  read  a  letter  from  Florida  to  show  that 
the  Indians  were  congregated  in  considr-r.ible  num- 
bers at  different  points,  and  that  th- 
ereat danger.     The  bill,  was  not   a 
he  could  have  wished,  yet  he  was  d 
senate  should  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  house. 

Mr  White  thought  the  bill,  as  amended  m  the 
house,  conflicted  in  some  essential  and  important 
particulars  with  the  great  land  policy  whieh  had 
worked  so  well.  This  amendment  made  a  gratuitous 
grant  of  a  large  portion  of  the  public  d.miain  without 
requiring  any  condition  whatever  but  that  the  settler 
vas  to  build  his  hut  and  cultivate  five  acres,  thus 
holding  out  to  settlers  inducements  to  rush  on  the 
public  lands  in  advance  of  the  public  surveys.  He 
thought  so  grave  and  important  a  subject  as  that  o 
the  public  domain  should  not  be  disposed  ol  in  a  light 
and  trivial  manner. 

Mr.  Benton  made  some  remarks  in  reply  which 
were  not  heard. 

Mr.  Liim  saw  no  innovation  on  the  general  policy 
of  the  land  svstem.  Making  donations  of  land  to 
settlers  to  defend  territory  was  as  old  as  the  history 
of  the  country  itself.  He  pointed  to  the  last  war, 
■wln-n  bounty  had  been  given  in  the  shape  of  lands, 
and  the  -reat  territory  of  Oregon  would  have  to  be 
veltled  on  the  same  principle  He  hoped  that  no  illi- 
beral or  ni"-gardly  system  would  prevail.  The  pre- 
sent bill  held  out  the"  land  as  a  bounty  to  protect  the 
settler  in  Florida,  and  to  save  the  blood  ol  the  regu- 
lar soldier,  who  was  not  suited  to  that  species  of 

warfare.  „      ,  .  ,■ 

Mr  Preston  said  the  bill  for  the  armed  occupation 
of  Florida  was  a  measure  which  had  been  originally 
brought  in  by  the  senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton.) 
but  at  that  time  it  was  not  sustained  by  the  senate 
Subsequent  events,  however,  had  shown  that  the  war 
was  at  an  end,  and  that  there  was  now  only  a  wan- 
derin"-  banditti,  which  rendered  such  a  bill  as  Ihr 
advisable.  Thus  there  had  been  an  efficient  bill  re- 
Dorted  at  the  present  session  by  the  senator  irom 
Missouri,  which  had  been  sent  to  yie  house,  where 
the  military  aspect  of  the  bill  had  been  entirely 
chanced  This  bill  held  out  an  inducement  to  the 
Doorer  classes  to  embark  in  this  sort  of  wild  and  ad- 
Tcnturous  life-to  go  there  and  subdue  the  savage, 
and  make  room  for  the  more  wealthy  settler.  He 
thought  that  every  acre  of  land  thus  given  away 
would  enhance  the  price  of  the  other  land  tenfold, 
because  it  would  be  the  means  of  ensuring  protection 
to  the  more  wealthy  settler. 

Mr  Wooiidrirfjc  briefly  addressed  the  senate  against 
the  departure  from  the  estabHshed  principle  m  rela- 
tion to  the  16th  section  which  was  one  ol  the  great 
inducements  to  persons  to  settle.  He  thought  set- 
llers  should  not  go  on  these  lands  in  advance  of  the 
liuhlic  surveys.  He  thought  it  better  to  let  the  lands 
be  surveyed  at  once;  and,  if  they  could  not  be  sur- 
veyed w'ithout  danger,  let  a  military  escort  be  pro- 

^'The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
amendments  of  the  house,  and  decided  m  the  affirma- 

^'^YEVS— Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Benton,  Berrien, 
■  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Conrad,  Cuthbert,  VMon,  Gra- 
ham, King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  Preston  Se- 
vier SmiUi,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tapp.in,  Wa.ker, 
Wilcox  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young— 24. 

xj  ^YS— Messrs.  Bates,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafts, 
Evans,  Huntington,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Por- 
ter, Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Sprague,  lallmadge. 
White,  Woodbridge— 16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evms,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  revenue  bill;  the  motion 
T,endin»-  being  that  made  by  Mr.  Burhman  to  strike 
out  the  27lh  section  relatin-  to  tho  public  lands. 

Mr.  Buclumim  addressed  the  senate  in  lavor  ol  the 
prnposil  ion  ..I  some  length.  .      r.t,       „„ 

A  remark  of  Mr.  B's  as  to  the  late  veto  of  the  pre- 


Mr.  WUliams,  of  Maine,  replied  at  some  length  ry  objects  as  have  been"usually  included  in  the  gene- 
and  in  opnosition  to  the  bill;  and  a  general  debate  ral  appropriation  bills  without  authority  of  law,  and 
arose  upon  the  merits  of  the  question,  in  which  to  fix  ard  provide  for  certain  incidental  expenses  of 
Messrs.  Sevier,  Jlrcher  and  others  took  part.  The  '  the  departments  and  officers  of  the  government,  and 
question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  pend-   for  other  purp-ses. 

ing  rejected  by  a  vole  of  27  to  12.  [The  effect  of  Mr.  IngersM,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
this  is  to  preserve  the  spirit  of  the  pension  law  of ,  means,  who  had  introduced  the  bill,  explained  its  na- 
August  1841,  which  repeals  the  pension  law  of  1S37  ,  ture  and  objects. 

at  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  congress.  The  :  After  varied  discussions  and  amendments  the  eom- 
law  of  1831  will  be  in  operation  after  the  adjourn- ;  mittee  rose  reported  the  bill  to  the  house  with  lU 
j„(,„t  1  i  amendments,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

BIr.  iriii;«i;js,  of  Maine,  proposed  an  amendment  |  Friday,  Jl-lt  29.  Mr.  James  Cooper,  from  the 
that  the  payment  of  pensions   hereafter   should  con- j  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  which  was  referred 


form  to  the  act  of  183.5,— the  pay  to  be  the  same, 
and  the  modes  of  appliance.     Carried  nem  con. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  senate,  and  after  a 
concurrence  in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Williams, 
was  adopted  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wliite,  of  Indiana,  proposed  further  amend- 
ments, which  gave  rise  to  a  postponement  of  the  bill 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ft-cslon,  of  S.  C.  moved  the  committee  of  con- 
ference proposed  yesterday  by  the  committee  of  fi- 
nance, but  postponed  until"to-day.  The  committee  of 
conference  was  ordered,  and  appointed  by  the  chair. 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  taken  up  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  the  question  being  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  strike  out  the  27th  section. 

Mr.  B^igbij,ot  Alabama,  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 


the  communication  from  the  secretary  of  war  of  the 
1st  of  June  last,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
house  of  the  ISih  of  May  last,  requiring  him  to  com- 
municate to  the  house  of  representatives  the  several 
reports  made  to  his  department  by  lieutenant  colonel 
Hitchcock  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, made  a  report  thereon,  and  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  representatives  has  a 
right  to  demand  of  the  executive  such  information 
as  may  be  in  his  possession  relating  to  the  subject  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  house,  and  within  the  sphere 
of  its  legitimate  powers. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  reports  and  facts  called  for  by 
the  house  of  representatives,  by  its  resolution  of  the 
18th  ultimo,  related  to  subjects  of  its  deliberations, 


and  addressed  the  senate   in  abuse  of  the   whigs — in  'and  were  withm  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate  powers, 


which  Messrs. /tins,  imkcr,Prcslnn,  Graham,  Hani- 
in-'l,,,!    Sevier  and  Archer  participated.         ^  .,      „ 
^Ir.  C'/il/tniieii  replied  to  Iho  remarks  of  Mr.  ««■ 

'  "The'debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Tall 
mad<T.,  Jircher,  Linn,  Conrad  and  Walker; 

A^id  at  5  P.  M.  the  senate  adjourned. 

AuiiUsT  2.  Mr.  Choate  called  for  the  consideratior 
of  Ihe  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  supply  a  de- 
ficiency  in  the  naval  pension   fund,  and  delended  the 

^' Reasons  were  given  at  length  w'hy  the  bill  should 
w.ss  There  were  it  was  staled  lc:!.s  th-n  «!oU  wi- 
Sows  and  150  orphans.  The  pay  to  orphans  was  di- 
mnishin-  every  day  by  their  arnung  at  the  age  of 
yi  and  the  widows  were  diminishing  by  marriage 
and  by  death. 


the  house  of  representatives — and  in  the  country 
applying  the  epithets  of  "log-cabin,"  "coon-skin," 
"cider  barrel"  whiggery  to  the  senators  before  him, 
calling  them  the  vassals  of  dictation,  and  Mr.  Clay 
tlie  dictator. 

Mr.  B.  opposed  the  land  bill  as  unnecessary,  un- 
just and  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  continued  the  discussion. 
He  expected  that  the  present  bill  would  be  vetoed, 
and  more  than  this,  that  another  bill  would  be  in- 
troduced. When  it  came  he  should  then  be  ready  to 
assume  the  high  position  assmed  yesterday  by  the 
senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jlrclur).  He  could  not 
conceive  that  thus  early  the  senator  was  right  in  the 
bold  ground  he  had  taken.  Upon  the  present  ques- 
tion Mr.  B.  gave  his  hearers  to  understand  he  should 
not  vole. 

Mr.  iroodiury, of  N.  H.  and  Mr.  Wright,  ot^. 
y.  followed  in  the  debate,  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive as  follows:  yeas  22,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Tappan  then  submitted  the  amendment,  of 
which  he  gave  notice  some  days  since,  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  all  goods  free  of  duty  beyond  20 
per  cent,  from  those  kingdoms  in  Europe  that  admit- 
ted free  of  duty  in  like  manner,  the  flour,  grain,  and 
salted  meat  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JMeriick  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  "tobacco." 

Mr.   Walker  would  include  cotton  also. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Evans. 

Mr.  Merrick  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
question  having  been  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative-  yeas  27,  nays  13. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Tappan  as  amended,  and  it  was  rejected:  yeas  16, 
nays  26. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  but  failed. 

Mr.  Benton  said  there  were  numerous  pages,  all  of 
which  required  amendment;  and  he  should  feel  ilhis 
duty  to  move  them;  it  must  be  evident  to  gentlemen, 
therefore,  that  the  amendments  could  not  be  dispos- 
ed of  to-night.  If  however,  they  thought  so,  he  was 
willing  to  remain — he  had  all  the  qualities  requisite 
to  endure  a  siege — he  had  undergone  all  that  thing 
before,  and  where  bis  duty  was  concerned,  v^■as  rea- 
dy to  do  so  again. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  an  amendment  in  relation  to 
wool;  after  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPr.t:.SR\TATIVES. 

TiiunsDAY,  July  23.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  ann.xmced  as  the  select  committee  on  Mr.  .4r- 
noUVs  retrenchment  bill:  Messrs.  Arnold,  Pope,  Ba- 
ker, Lane,  Graham,  Browne,  C.  Brown,  Gv'uin,  and 
Cra^s. 

Mr.  Casey  moved  a  suspension  of  rules  to  enable 
him  lo  offer  a  resolution  fixing  on  the  15th  August 
for  the  adjournment  of  congress.  The  house  re  • 
fused. 

Mr.  f  i/(morc  moved  that  the  house  insist  On  its 
amendment  conflicting  with  those  that  the  senate  had 
insisted  on  in  relation  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill 
and  that  a  committee  of  conference  be  appointed. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
adopted. 

Uii  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(iMr.  Athcrton)  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill  le- 
galizing and  making  appropriations  for  suchneccssa- 


and  should  have  been  communicated;  therefore 

Resolved.  That  the  president  of  Ihe  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
house  the  several  reports  lately  made  to  the  depart- 
ment of  war  by  lieutenant  colonel  Hitchcock  rela- 
tive to  the  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  together 
with  all  information  communicated  by  him  concern- 
^  the  frauds  he  was  charged  to  investigate;  also, 
all  facts  in  the  possession  of  the  executive  from  any 
other  source  relating  to  the  subject. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  called  for,  and  it 
was  read  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Mr.  Cooper  moved  the  printing  of  the  report, 
and  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows:  yeas  92,  nays  67. 

So  the  printing  was  ordered,  and  Mr.  Cooprr  there- 
upon withdrew  his  demand  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

After  consideration  of  private  bills,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  July  30.  Mr.  Arnold,  from  the  select 
committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  reduc- 
ing the  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  congress  and 
of  the  civil,  military  and  naval  oflicers  of  the  govern- 
ment, reported  back  the  same  with  certain  proposed 
amendments. 

The  amendments  were  read.     They  provide — 
That  the  bill  shall  take  effect  from  the  5th  day  of 
November  next,  instead  of  5th  December. 

That  the  pay  of  members  of  congress,  which  is  re- 
duced by  the  bill  to  §6  per  day,  shall  cease  during 
their  absence  from  their  respective  houses,  except  in 
case  of  sickness  of  themselves  or  families,  or  when 
excused  by  the  house;  and 

The  following  scale  of  reductions  for  the  salaries 
of  the  several  officers  of  the  government  is  proposed 
in  lieu  of  that  in  the  original  bill: 

Ist.  From  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1843, 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  all  the  officers  of  the  fe- 
deral government  in  the  civil  department,  excepting 
officers  of  the  diplomatic  corps  serving  abroad,  the 
commissioner  of  pen.sions,  and  officers  whose  pay  and 
emoluments  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  «;1,000  per  an- 
num, acrd  those  the  reilucliou  of  whose  salaries  is 
prohibited  by  the  constitution,  shall  be  reduced  at 
folUiwing  rates:  Offiners  receiving  salaries  of  #3,000 
and  upwards,  shall  he  reduced  at  the  rale  .il'  20  per 
cent;  less  than  $3,000  and  over  $1,000,  12;  per  cent. 
Provided,  That  no  othcer  shall  be  reduced  below 
$1,000  per  annum;  and  that  no  officer.excepting  those 
of  tlje  diplomatic  corps,  shall,  after  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1843,  receive  for  salary,  fees,  emoluments, 
or  perquisites  of  oflice,  a  greater  compensation  for 
any  one  year  than  $5,000. 

2d.  That  where  an  officer  receives  a  given  per  cen- 
tum, the  rate  per  centum  shall  be  reduced  20  per  ct. 
excepting  deputy  postmasters  whose  compensations 
arc  less  than  $1,000. 

3d.  That  all  expenses,  other  than  salaries  of  ofli- 
cers of  the  judiciary,  shall  be  reduced  20  per  cent.; 
and  all  perquisites,  fees  and  costs  which  the  United 
States  may  be  required  to  pay  on  process  issuing 
from  the  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  be  reduced 
20  per  cent. 

4th.  Tlnit  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  of  (he  navy 
and  army  shall  be  reduced  20  per  cent,  for  pay,  ra- 
tions and  other  perquisites,  except  where  au  olii.er 
receives  less  than  two  rations;  and,  in  that  case,  his 
alluwaiicc  for  rations  shall  not  be  reduced. 


5tli.  Noc.mcerortlic 


£LES^ATIONAL^GlSTER-AUG.  6.  1842-CONGRESS. 


307 


rf..  r\-  ,':«'n--"-ks    from  Mr.  Jlrnold,  Mr.  j}n 

drews  ofKy.  ca  led  for  a  division  of  tl,e  question, 
noritv  of"th  ' »  ''^  '"'  instructed  by   the  mi- 

arrnn.n         ?  <=»"'™i«ee   to  present  a  substitute  bill, 
accompanied  wuli  a  report.  ' 

Mr   r„sl,!ng  called  for  the  reading  thereof.     The 
rep^,rt  ;„kI  I„i|  ,.  ,„  ,he  mims-in;  words- 

That   ^  J^    ff^J'""''"'  '■"  '"'Sress  asHntbled, 

W  IVVh      •'"'',  =''^'«'- the  present  session,  each  mem- 

ber  of  the  senate  and  each  member  of  the  house  of 

representatives  of  the  United  States  shall  be  entitled 

to  receive  eighl  dollars  for  every  twenty  mile,   ra- 

yel  ,n  going  to  and  returning  from  the  sea{  of  Llove™- 
ment  by  the  u,ual  route,  and  eight  dollars  per  diem 
for  each  days'  attendance  in  the  body  of  which  he  " 
a  member:  Provukd,  The  session  he^  may  so  at. end 
shall  not  continue  more  than  five  months  from  the 
commencement  thereof;  and  in  case  it  shall  continue 
for  a  period  of  time  longer  than  five  months,  ihen  and 
in  that  case  each  senator  and  each  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 

the,"^,? "■'  P7  '"""  *°'"  '^="=''  ^■■'y  ^^  ^hall  attend 

thereafter,  and  no  more.  ,      ii...j,  ,    ,  o  , -.~...o.,, 

Mr.  Cross  gave  noticeof  the  followine  amendment     „, .      ?',':,'"'  ="■'  enfi'led  'an  act  to  increase  the  pre- 

which,  he  said,  he  would  hereal°er  offef-  '    f       i?''"^''^'  "^'^iblishment  of  the  United  States,  and 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert-    and'thrsre''"t'''lP'"'°''"'  f^"  ^"'  •'"'J''  1838,  be, 

"That   from  and   aflcr  the    first   day    of  November        Mr  Vf™''  .s  hereby,  repealed." 

next,  the  per  diem  pay  of  senators Ld  members  of  remarl«wh^^^  amendment  in- 

the  house  ot  representatives  shall  not  exceed,  at  Lyrerre'^^^^^^^^^    T'  ''"J'*';"«"3'  heard  at  the 

session  of  congress  thereafter,  the  sum  of  four  dnlH,^  I  t^nl         i  .u  ^'*  amendment,  he  said,  proposed 

per  day  after  the  expiration  o[  five  months  f™mth^   on  a?cou„t  o'f'-h>°^  '^'''  "''"''  ".?  ''"'^^'    '"'^'-^ 

commencement  of  such  session-  and  that  the  ,,1  L2„         ^'^c'Junt  of  the  war  going  on  in  Florida.     The  re- 

of  said  senators  and   me,nber'shaU     o    exceed  six  i^T"'  ^'J^'^'*'"  1838-  ""  «-count  of  this  war,  might    "'^Th;''memrrs"rP''"'v-"'-''^- 

dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  travel    n  mm  J^L'h'^^  dispensed  with,  the  war  havino-    represenTn^   th„      ,      ^"'^'""'  ^"'^    Massachusetts 

returning  iVon,  the  seat  of  the  genital  Xm^mrnt  of  '■  h,     ,1  ^'l  '"T"  '^'"^   ""'  P™P"^«  '»  'i"  'liis?    great   interest  inlh  7,  T'°"^.  "''   """"^"i''  '""^ 

the  United  States-to  be  computed   on  "hrmosdii  while  ??''™PT''  ^^ '^«'^P  «"  hand  all   the  officers     &    of  Va     Inl      ^^      l^   Mr    Ba,.(o«  and  Mr. 

rect  usual  route  travelled  from  the  rTsidencHf  tt   I^'r 'iMl.^,=*'^"°'"^■•^?"^.^'.""  pf"™-    The  great!   gre1>f  len/th      ^  rlL'!'  '"/'i?  '''^^="«  ^""^  ^P«''«  at 


and  the  resolution  was  not  received  i  ,■       ■  V-      "  - 

.,  ,    „,    .-'    ■■: -•■..u.Y.i.j  amendment: 

rffrf,  1  hal  nothing  in  this  seeti.  .n  shall  be  con- 
s'oned  IV''"''^^'  --enlistment  of  non-commi. 
sioned  officers  whose  terms  of  service  may  expire 
before  the  army  shall  be  reduced  to  the^number 
heretofore  established. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
ma  ive  without  a  division.  So  the  fii-st  amendment 
ot  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Mr.  C.a'eJ.hnson  moved  an  amendment,  proposing 
to    trike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserf. 

■  1  hat  the  act  entitled  'an  act  to  increase  the  pre- 


fair,  of    his  house,  with  the  fdlowing  amendmint:      time  of  holdi.  ^  reported  and    passed  to  change  the 
^..-^.^.Tha,noth.ngi„thisseeti..nshallbeeon-!  J   p-:^^:,^^^^^ 

mrdt"th"e^.^'"^  '"^  ^^-P"- of  the   reso'luti::: 
Mr.  Gifinn,  of  Mi«    ononA/i  fk^  ^  u  *    • 

execulive  branch  of  the  government.  M.'c  cited 
all  he  arguments  against  the  executive  which  he  re- 
garded as  very  unjust,  and  spoke  until  the  expir.linn 
of  the  morning  hour,  and  within  a  f^sv  nioiSs  of 
he  hour  allotted  him  under  the  rule.  T he  su  ect 
then  went  over  until  to-morrow.  ^ 

.  the  bdl  to  reduce  the  army  was  next  considered 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  ftfr.  Fas.nf.i^of  Ma  ne 
>n  the  chair,  and  was  debated  upon  i  s  seneral 
merits.  Much  was  said  and  most  of  the  debate  was 
confined  o  the  superintendence  of  the  armor  es  at 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry  aimones  at 

^:eS''Z.l^T7'':sinia  and   Massachusetts 


the  Unitid  States-lo  be  c^^Vu  Ton  eTos  r  wh  e'??'  ''"'1''  ^°  """'^  ""^  *>-"  alf  the"  offic.  , 
rect  usual  route  travelled  from  the  rTsidencHf  IJie  ^sl  of  l\?  ""i"^'  '°'"'  "■"?"'''""  °^  """■  The  great! 
said  senators  and  members  respectively:  CJ'i^^\'e/^v^  h^^  connec  ed  with  the  army  as  well  as 
That  no  senator  or  representative  shall  receve  Del  f  ihp  ^  considered  a  superabundance  of  officers, 
diem  pay  for  any  day  ,V  number  of  dVshel  ^b  armvt^„  Z^'it  ^'  '/U''  }838,  they  reduced  the 
sent  from  the  body   to  which  he  belongs,  unless  such    X\^,    Ih  '"''  ?^^^~^•  ''^"'"^  "^°  regiments, 

absence  be  on  leave  of  said  body,  or  occas  oned  bv  Cf  SW  ,  ,j^  h  "  '"''""'  '""""  "'^'  ""^«-  The  act 
the  sickness  of  himself  or  family;' ind  in  the  two  lat-  mndetn  ur  °T  ''°'"P'"^'  ^°  "^"^  regiment,  and 
causae  oThlsVbsence''''''"''''^  '^  ''""  *■'  ^''"»S  'h«  {  Repeal  ''  '^^""'"'-     '^^'"  ^^  P™P°^«''  "> 

After  some  discussion,  the  bill  a.,^ 

Mr.  mse,  from  the  eot^mittce  of  conference  here     -..    "!  ''f   •     ^'''"''''f  ""^"^^  "'^^  «'='^t'=<^  '"  'he  ar- 1  asked  th^'nLrJ!!,!..'!'"^'^'"''""'  °^  'he  house,  and 
tofore  appointed  in  relation  to  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  houses  on   the   naval   appropriation  bill, 
made  the,  following  report- 


ereat  knp-lh       Mr.    v-         <■  ,?  ^°^'^  """  ^P»''e  at 
fimmiU^e  tt  Ien.th^'"^='  °'  '''■  ^'^°  '''^'^^"-'^  "^e 

wira™od°de;f!f"'""  ''''''''''  ''''  -'""-"ee 
win  a  good  deal  of  earnestness  in  opposition  to  the 
military  superintendence  at  Springfield.  Renresent 
much  L"sav°"  "'  '?r''^'  f-'-g 'teen  yefrs'he  had 
cTssiU°th:^;o"Ziae'ere!^'  '"'  ""- ---ther  dis- 


r      "to  'heTiM"  I  lu'^'  ^"°^""^.  ""^  '"''^'^''-  °'-  officers    the  -ebyaird    mS  th  eh  Z7,  "'  '"^i  ''''''''  ^tatesl^or  The  fear' 
S'"^/ ''„';■!  ,'/ ',:'„TJ!!^.  "'  -'-'-•  «hicli  he  contended  s^i'ould    fine'ssl't,   I'll".''!  '";-''  .'^^<"".  'he  senate  ^itl, 


The  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
house  ol  representatives  upon  the  disagreeing  votes 

Or  trip,  fivn  h rill coa   i-n^.i  +k^ j  .      .       .,*'..-. 


■f  the  greatest  abuses  that  existed  in  the  a 
my  was  but  very  slightly  remedied   by  the  bill  from 
the  senate;  he  meant  the  pay  of  double  rations.     In 
he  bill  which  Ihey  had  passed  in  the  house  and  sent 
to  the  senate,  these  rations  had  been  cut  off  altogeth 


of  the  two  Souses  upon  the  amendment  to  hf  bilTof  fhe  i  ll'?  '^"1""'«  ^hort  of  §11)0,000.    He  read  from 
the  house  of  representatives  making  aonroD^.a!?!    ,  L!'j"„'^"'f''' "®<'"^"''='«,^'™hle  rations  wereal- 


1 —  ""^  "■'"-iiuiiiciiis  lu  ine  Dili  01 

he  house  of  representatives  making  appropriations 
lor  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1842,  have  met 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and,  after  free 
and  full  conference  upon  the  subject  of  .said  disa- 
greeing votes,  have  agreed  to  recommend,  and  do  re- 
commend, to  their  respective  houses  as  follows- 

that  tlie  senate  recede  from  its  amendment  to  the 
proviso  ol  the  house,  being  the  second  amendment  of 
the  senate  to  said  bill,  and  agree  to  sa.d  proviso  a- 
mended  to  read  as  follows,  to  w\t:  Provided,  That 
till  otherwise  ordered  by  congress,  the  officers  of  the 


er.     The  expenditures  of  IS  10  for  double   ration" 
had  been  but  little  short  of  $100,000.    He  read  fro 

I.nf    tH  I      fji   iirhil   nflR^,.-,,    4l _i         1   . 


a.ce^  the  apppint;;;;,.  of  TeZmU  e^^^^nce 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmm-e,  the  house  insisted  on 
Its  amendments,  and  a  committee  of  r.mfn. 
the  part  of  this  house  was  Tdered  to ^ X^nt^d" 
to  meet  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  senatT 
.:^:^X^  "''''■"'  ''^  ^«"°-"S  resolutionTwhich 
Resolved,  That  all  debate  in  committee  of  th. 
nf  Ih";  '  hems  a  bill  respecting  the  re-organization 
„       ■      ,  ,--  ,- ^   ........  ue=i,.ao,e,  except    mo  -row" L7 two  oM  "T'  r'°"'''  ^i'^UceTZ 


lowed  and  contended  that  they  should  be  withheld 
lii  m(j>t  ol  these  cases. 

thi'i  ""^  r"^  "u  "P".''  "''"  proposition  repealing 
the  law  01  18d8,  by  which  all  this  extraordinary  pa? 
was  a  lowed  and  threw  it  back  on  the  standard  of 
I8J1,  It  would  be  all  the  reform  desirable,  excent 


done  in  another  amendment 

^}''-  (^'-'Sgi"-  called  attenlion  to  a  portion  of  the  re- 
port of  the  couon.ttee  of  the  senate,  which  he  con- 
sidered calculal vd  to  leave  an  erroneous  impression 


,       which   maybeoff;;'ed"to":ard"bni'an",  fh'"''",=^' 

same  shall  be'reportedto  the  house     '    ""^  "■""  ""= 

Mr.  CttvcJohmon,  on  leave  given,  oflered   the  fi.i 

lowing  resoUition,  which  was  adopted:  '^''" 

Rcsohed,  That  the  secretary  of  war  enm„>„   -     , 

the  amount  allowed  upon  "l'  oh  item  "■'of^t';"  '"•^"' 
cane,  cattle  killed,  and  proper, v'nrcL"r,','"fh'" 
military  service  of  the  U.nltcd  S  ,'^es  il i  "■'"  '^'^ 
which  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  tie  alio  .-.n"  " 
made  and  paid;  the  evidence  upon  which  1?.'^'°' 
,  ance   was  made-    and    -al-r.    iT  .    r  'he  allow- 

,  r-..    -.     ...„    auu.um-.Hiinn    .„-,,,  „.  ,       ^  .  reoorted   nrn.r,.pc.         Ik ,  '.'"'•     ^"d,    also,    that    he 

pended    up™'^  the  cons     icUo*;  T  a  floalinL  doel   as'   ,    °"  ""'"'."  "''  f^'-J^'-'^SSS,  the 

ivy  be  directed  to  inform  thi«  l.^„.„  ,.,i.„,  "     I  '^esj>lution,  «  Inch  was  adopted:  - 


,     ,,  I  -. J  — '■s'.-^.',  i.ic  uuieers  oi  llie    sid^ri 

navy  shall  not  be  increased  beyond  the  number  in  the  I  r>M   iI,h   mi„  t-    c         .i --.-..^^uo  ,.i.^ic,»ion 

respective  grades  that  were  in  the  service  on  the  1  stv  -ea  .v.Tl  e  '  "  gentlemen  with  regard  to  the  law 
day  ol  January,  1842;  nor  shall  there  be  any  furll  er  i  veve  t  ifl.  'L  f^i  "^  dragoons  of  1836.  It  con- 
appomlment  of  midshipmen  until   the  numbir  in    he    under  ,h.  ',*^''  president  had  the  authority, 

service  be  reduced  to  the  number  that  were  in  ser  I  hnnd  „,  .  ^'^  "^if"^  '^^  '^"""'^  regiment,  to  dis-' 
vice  on  the  first  day  of  Janua:-y,  1841  beTo  ,d  whTc  ne  h  1"°""'  '^'"  "'  ^">'  ''">«  he  thought  pro- 
the^-s^U  not  be  increased  un^i  the  furtr:!..S;::!^fc^^ 

That  the  senate  recede  from  its  disagreement  to '['^11^1  wtn,!'v°e'^'.'lf  'hat  its  requisition  was  posi- 

^::^b;aXi^ir'ru"cl-?ii;"^-^^:i'»^^--e/^-'^^^^ 


.  I  —    »«ii.j.vi   wiuci  ui   con- 

And  that  the  house  recede  from  its  former 
votes  and  concur  in  said  amendments.  \n^l\,"h"T'   -,-^-  ''"r  ■''■'-'^'-'■..'=»  o'  war  ana  ot  the  i  resolution  U-hiph  «■,  ."^  """'J'' ""°'"" '"^ 'O'Jowins 

-Unt  to  become  a  lav.:  -^        "°'"""''  "■^"^  ^""-  |  "^7,  'orbids  the  enlistment  or  euiployment  of  blacks    nals  of    he   two  lio     e  '%''''  ''"euments,  and  joui^ 

The  house  ad  lourned.  I  "^ilf  colored  persons,  whether  bond  or  free.  I  mencement  o?  the  govmm.eTf  "'ft.  '"""^  "'^  "om- 

27th  conii-ress.     Tht  h^..-^  L  .„'°.  "?«   close  of  the 


I  27th  congress.    The  house  adjourned 
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ANTHEicuE  Coal.  Tiiis-inorniiiz,  a  tiatri  ot  iiiiiety- 
five  cars  ;;rrivi'd  from  Potisville  at  ilit  dirpot  uf  ihc  rail 
road,  oil  the  Delaware.  Thev  coir.vu^J  4'JO  tons  of 
coal.  [Philad.  Eocnng  Journal. 

Baths.  In  the  baths  at  Rome  there  were  accommo- 
dations for  235,862  persons  to  baihe  in  warm  water  at 
the  same  time;  and  a  .<|uanii;y  of  water  was  kept  con- 
Biantlv  heated  from  daybreak  till  dusk.  We  can  never, 
says  the  Boston  Post,  hope  to  see  baths  on  such  a  mag- 
nificent scale,  unless  some  plan  be  hit  upon  for  heating 
Boston  harbor  lo  the  boiling  point. 

Bank  item'.  "The  Baiik  of  New  Orleans"  went  in- 
to liquidniion  on  the2Clliuli.  The  New  York  Union, 
of  the  1st  insi.  says:  "Oar  banks  cannot  find  good  bu- 
siness paper  fur  half  the  amount  they  would   be  glad  to 

Bi'i-knell's  Detector  of  the  2d  says:  the  Philadelphia 
hanks  discount  all  the  paper  at  short  dates  that  is  oljl^r- 
ed— money  mailers  inactive  The  efl'ect  ot  ihe  law  to 
stav  executions  effects  the  notes  of  the   country  banks, 

The  Decatur  branch  of  the  Alabama  Bank  has  com- 
menced paying  specie,  at  the  rate  of  SO  per  cent,  of  the 
face  of  the  notes  presented,  and  the  balance  in  the  notes 
of  olher  banks. 

Business.  Our  banks  in  this  city,  says  the  N.  Amer. 
of  the  Ist.-iiist.  have  little  employment  for  iheir  capilal. 
Every  thino- almost  is  at  a  stand  among  the  mercaniile 
community''on  the  seaboard.  The  contraction  of  the 
currency,  and  the  deprecianon  of  bank  paper,  prevent 
remittance,  and  render  it  almost  inipnssilile  to  collect, 
even  from  those  vvho  possess  property  tar  i:xceeding  the 
amount  of  their  liabihties,  without  compelling  sacrifices 
thai  debtors  appear  deiernnned  not  to  submit  to. 

Well'  New  Orleans  is  "a  place,''  after  all— to  make 
money,' says  the  N.  O.  Courier:  "Some  si.x  or  seven 
wpcks  aco  one  of  our  capitalists  vested  $10,000  m  third 
municipaliiy  notes,  ft  is  now  said,  he  can  make  $2o,000 
clear  oain  bv  the  transaction.  About  the  same,  lime, 
another  ciiizen  bought  at  public  sale,  1,1)00  tons  of  rail 
road  iron  at  $6  per  ton.  Now.  these  rails,  being  shipped 
to  New  York,  are  worth  $60  per  ton— so  that  the  clr^r 
profit  on  I  he  last  transaction  will  be  near  $50,000.  We 
hear  every  day,  almost,  houses  and  lots  selling  tor  a  hith 
or  fourtii  what  iliev  cost  originally,  besides  an  infimiy  of 
minor  transactions  in  which  men  wii.i  money  have  re- 
Bli«ed  three  or  fiur  hundred  percent.  We  are  templed 
10  believe  that  if  the  monied  men  in  England,  1- ranee, 
nnd  Holland,  had  an  inkling  of  the  great  bargains  to  be 
had  in  New  Orleans,  more  than  one  steamship  would 
he  loaded  whh  themselves,  or  their  agents,  and  their 
money  bags. 
'  Cotton  at  LW-erpool  on  15;h  July,  wassomewhat  fir- 
mer and  in  better  demand  at  previous  quota  lions.  Up- 
■iiui  3!-a6-  fair  5J:  Orleans  3Ja6|a7;  Tennessee  and 
Alabama,  'siaS^;  Sea  Island,  Sia20,l.  per  lb.  Jinp..rts 
,V„„l,M,ed  heavy.  901.000  bales  since  1st  Jaiuiary  agajiist 
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Er.ECTioys  took  place  on  Mond.iy  last  the  1st  August, 
n  Kciituclty,  intJi.ii!:.  T'li'i'ls.  A';ib  in:-.i  and  iMissouri; 
n  N.Carolina  on  Tliii;^  !    1 1,.-..  and  in  Vermont 

res-ertlav-ihe  5ih  ins;       '  .  if  a  .'ienator  in  con- 

jres?  IS  depending  in  I  i  -  .iics. 

EXCK.^NGE. 
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imed  heavy,  901 

812,000  last  year.  Ot  ili 
S'a'es,  being  50,000  mor 
y;ar.  The  stock  in  port  e       ,      ,   .         .  , 

venr  fi^O  The  present  s:ock  of  American,  however,  is 
14'006les9  than  last  year  at  <]<l\<"l'^'J?y  ***  "*  •^"'"f- 
S.les  from  the  9=h  to  the  ISih,  30.550  btigs-import. 
36lP4ba"=.  July  16ih,  sales  6.000  bags,  mcludms  2,000 
American  on  speculoti -n.  July  laih,  between  hve  and 
6  000  bagssohl.  July  19:h,  the  demand  continues  with- 
olit  any  symptoms  of  hilling  otf.  Speculators  are  indu- 
ced bv  the  continued  favorable  weiuherfor  the  harvest, 
.M  !.„mi.  iiretiv  freely  into  ihe  market,  chiefiy  taking 
AiSan  about  4^d  to  ^^,  of  which  qualities  .lie  bulk 

sof  friin  in  England  at  the  last  dates,  middle  of 
"her  Ikvnriililc,  and    h.irvesi  had 
line  of  the  fiirly  districts.     The 
Fren''s  '  u -•  -'  '-  -~'\vf(\  ui  be  very  fine,  hui  thi'ir  urapes 
'^  •       •■      li.iuffht.     The  Lyons  Coinier.however. 

riia"  the  rain  which  fell  the  day  bcf  ire 
s  hir  the  harvest.  The  wheals  are  Ihin 
riri.e''iier"l  but  fo  id  ill  the  head.  O.iis  arc  short  in  ihc 
siriiw  and'  promise  a  good  crop.  Potaiiies  are  every 
wiiere  a  good  iirop.  The  rain  has  done  no  serious  inju- 
ry any  where." 

Cakruses  por  the  desert.    The  contract  .'or  siipplv- 

in-  .he  cani.ig.'s  to  convey  passengers  across  the  Lgvp- 

a°i  desert  has  huen  obiai.ied  from  liie  Penii.snlar  coni- 

"  y  by  iMr.    Andie-.vs,   her   miiiesiVs   coachmaker  ,n 

^4:™!:n::Mo^l':v'r':^;v:;::':::i'u:o':.m:"'They 

'"■  "^     I      ■  ,  '  Tile  S-,  a '■  soii  ol   li.e  .Jeserl.     Each 
.  ,  i.vri  bv  two  Arab  horses,  which  will 
I  rJ.    Forty  carriages  imisi  be  ready 
.  .p'Liiiber  next. 

Durinflast  week,  in  New  York  217  inler- 
menis  aie  reporiedTof  which  U4  vj.ie  u.ul.ruvo  years. 
I,r  '  iladelphia  163,  of  which  Ul  Mere  childreli.  In 
Bahimoie  7-2,  „f  which  3i  were  under  2  years-lo  were 
free  colored  and  5  slaves.  „.pi.ks  of  lo- 

lVl0,V^3;lS41itoSil«2,796 
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is  down  to  61;  on 
d  Baltimore 
Domestic  ex- 
„nges  says  the  N.  York  American  of  the  1st  inst.  are 
thout  much  change,  e.'icept  on  ."Mabama,  which  daily 
gets  worse,  without  any  prospect  of  improvement.  Our 
advices  from  there  confirm  uu  in  the  opinion  formerly 
expresseti,  that  the  majoriiy  of  the  ncit  legislature  will 
be  in  favor  of  winding  up  the  banks,  and  levying  a  suf- 
ficient tax  to  pay  the  interest  which  may  heTeafier  be- 
co.mi  due,  instead  of  depending  o:i  the  profits  of  the 
banks.  If  this  should  be  done,  ihere  will  be  no  uUimale 
loss  to  the  bill  holders  as  the  slate  is  Uable  for  the  whole 
circulatitm;  and  the  two  joint  stock  banks  in  the  state 
are  abundantly  able  to  meet  all  demands. 

Flodr — duty  paid,  waa  selling  at  Liverpool  on  the 
lolh  uli.  at  333.  10  3bs.  6d  per  bbl.  Western  canal  fiour 
at29a303in  bond. 

Livtrpool,  July  18.  Since  this  day  se'ennight  we  have 
received  10,233  quarters  of  wheat,  and  4  375  bbls.  of 
flour  from  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the  United  Stales. 
There  are  abo  reported  1,430  quarters  of  wheat  and 
6  645  bbls.  of  flour  from  Canada,  but  of  British  grain, 
&.C.  the  week's  supplies  are  light.  Duty  Bs.  per  qr. 

In  the  bonded  market  the  only  sale  that  has  transpir- 
ed, is  that  of  1,000  barrels  of  United  Stales  flour,  at  20s 
6d  per  barrel. 

The  first  arrival  of  fiour  from  the  new  crop  of  wlieat 
reacted  Cleveland  on  the  28lii  ult.  350  barrels,  from  the 
Sciota  mills.  Chillicothe. 

Prices  at  New  York,  choice  kinds  have  declined  to 
86. 

Mr.  Fox.  The  venerable  widow  of  the  celebrated 
Charks  James  Fox,  died  last  month  at  her  seat  at  St, 
Amis  Hill,  near  Cherlsey,  England,  in  the  97th  year  of 
her  age. 

France  The  number  of  births  in  France,  in  1S39, 
was  957,740;  of  deaths,  730,600;  of  marriages,  266,800. 
■The  populaiion  of  France  now  amounts  to  33,540,000. 
Deaths  in  Paris,  in  IS  10,  2S,294. 

Georgia  was  the  last  seiiled  of  the  original  Anglo 
American  colonies,  but  is  now  the  nlnlh  of  tiie  twenty- 
6i.\  s'ales  in  point  of  population  and  the  third  in  size. 

Loan.  A  seven  per  cent,  loan,  issued  by  the  city  of 
New  York,  redeemable  in  1S52,  to  pay  the  temporary 
ilebi  incurred  by  the  water  commissioners,  has  been  la- 
ken  at  par,  and  is  now  held  al  1  per  cent,  at  which  rale 
small  sales  are  daily  made. 

The  MiLLERirES  held  a  convention  at  Concord  New 
Hampshire  last  week,  to  consider  the  fulfilment  of  pro- 
phecies and  ihe  "end  of  the  world,"  which  they  have 
cyphered  out,  and  seem  verily  to  beheve  is  to  take  plate 
next  year. 

Rail  road  ite.ms.  The  New  York  and  Albany  rail 
rond  company  arc  to  break  ground  in  D  uchess.  West 
Chester,  and  Rensselaer  couiiiies,  for  the  coinnience- 
ment  of  their  work.  The  common  Council  of  N.  York 
accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony  in 
Duchess,  on  the  2d  inst. 

Albany  and  Boston  rail  road.  The  last  piece't'f  the  iron 
band  that  is  to  connect  these  twociiies  in  the  direct  line 
of  the  railroad,  will  soon  be  completed.  Ills  in  West 
Slockhridge,  where  it  has  been  Itiuiid  nece.<s;iry  to  m:ike 
a  tuoiicl  five  hundred  and  tortyeinhi  feet  through  solid 
lime  rock.  An  opening  ihidu^h  has  been  made,  and 
the  work  will  be  finished  in  Sepieinbcr. 

R UN  ON  THE  Bank  of  E.n'gland.  A  fact  of  an  alarm- 
ino  naiure  was  siaicd  on  Monday  night  in  the  house  of 
coTimVMia  by  Mr.  .loscpli  Hume.  That  extravagant  in- 
divi.!ii:il-— we  do  n  iisp;uk  in  a  /<o/i(icui  sense — informed 
the  iiou>e  thai  he  had  ihat  day  made  a  run  upon  the 
Bank  of  Englund  with  a  real  /ja/^-sovercign— a  gold 
Joty,  in  his  hand,  and  that  "as  a  matter  of  favor  he  had 
goi  >ei  shillings  in  siloer.''  The  chancellor  of  the  ex 
chequer  wiihout  pausin:;  to  ask  Mr.  lliiine  what  he  iu- 
uiiilid  tiido  with  so  much  cash  quieted  the  fiparsof  the 
house  liy  stating  that  the  mint  was  hard  at  work  upon 
silver  ooiii, — ana  if  the  hon.  member  were  in  a  tew  days 
to  venture  a  whole  sovereign,  il  was  not  impossible  he 
might  get  change  enough  to  last  hiin  the  rest  ol  ids  life. 

The  Sea  Serpent  as  usual  at  this  season  .makes 
his  appearance  oti'  Nahant,  or  at  least  was  scanned  very 
closely  in  Penobscot  bay  a  few  days  since  by  capiain 
Hatch.     Described  as  usual,  very  much  like  a  snake. 

Stocks.  Tne  French  slocks  experiennod  a  consider- 
able depression  on  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.— 


fiov  Dorr,  the  champion  of  two  recent  ''demonstrn- 
•  °. '„  I!  h  ,  lp  ImI-uuI  is  said  to  have  passed  Cincinnati 
S  LouLvife!on  .he25il.  ul,,,  his  ba'ggage  marked  T 
\V.  D.  Providence. 


The  British  stocks  were  somewhat  improved  by  the  final 
setilenieiit  of  their  long  agitated  l.irilV  bdl,  which  bus 
now  become  a  law.  The  value  of  Aiiierieiin  stocks  in 
Kiirope  reniMincrl  nominal,  scarce  any  s:iles  could  be 
eliec.cd  Wc  n.-alecied  to  meniion  liiai  President  Ty 
ler  lia-  despiicbed  .Mr.  Robinson,  a  pre-ideni  of  o.e  of 
the  inierior  hunks  i  I  Pennsylvania,  (Piitsburgif  we  mis- 
lake  nil'),  10  I'iiriipe  f  r  the  purpose  of  negoiialing  il 
po-i^i'ile  ihe  residue  of  the  lo:in  iiuihori.-'ed  by  congress 
fir  ii..  reliei  of  ilie  ircasury.  What  success  ho  may  niecl 
Willi  rein.dnsto  be  seen. 

There  is  very  link  doinz  in  slocks  in  our  American 
markeis.  I'hoUKh  money  holders  are  said  to  be  looking 
I  for  investments  ia  savetal  places,  yet  tliey  waul    confi 


deuce  in  ciihcr  pii'.ilic  or  corporate  fund.s,  commercial 
transactions,  tnanufnciines  or  ihe  present  prices  of  rtal 
prnperry.     livery  thing  is  disirns'.ed 

United  Sistes  si.ies  of  1S62  nre  onnind  in  N  .v  Y  : 
at  p.nr.  New  Yoil;  ;  se^  ai  ila92;  ditto  sevens,  ki:  ; 
Ken'uckv  si.xes,  77,  Illinois  sixes  17J;  Indiana  bones 
2U;  Arkansas  bonds  six  percent  30,  Pennsylvania  sixes 
43'Souih  Carolina  sterhng  fives  75. 

Steamers.  The  last  London  papers  contain  a  de- 
scription of  the  great  iron  steamship  Great  Britain,  in- 
tended to  trade  between  Bristol  and  New  York.  Her 
len^'ih  is  325  feet,  width  across  the  beam  61  feel,  depth 
33  feet,  burden  3,600  tons  register,  1,000  horse  power,  6 
masts,  with  excellent  sleeping  accommodation  for  350 
passenneis.  380  persons  can  dine  in  the  principal  sa- 
Lm.  She  will  cary  1.000  tons  of  coal  and  have  a  crew 
of  130  men.  She  is  fined  with  Smith's  Archimedean 
screw,  upon  which  some  further  improvements  have 
been  made  by  the  company. 

French  steamers.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says:  '  The  arrival  of  the  French  war  steamer 
"Le  Gonier"  in  our  waters  is  an  interesting  occurrence. 
But  'he  errand  on  which  she  comes  is  yet  more  inte- 
resiing,  and  has  more  national  importance  in  it.  The 
eiglit 'coininissioners  she  brought  are  now  at  Washing- 
ton, endeavoring  to  induceour  government  to  make  ar- 
rauoemeii's  for  an  international  comitierce  on  a  grander 
scale  than  has  hitherto  been  contemplated.  France  has 
built, or  is  building,  siXy  steamers,  which  will  be  em- 
ployed to  augment  her  naval  force  in  war,  and  to  carry 
on  a  rapid  commercial  intercourse  in  peace.  All  her 
navy  yards,  as  at  Rocheforl,  Brest,  Cherbourg  and  Tou- 
lon, are  now  busy  with  the  preparations  for  this  marine. 
The  places  svhich  are  to  be  visiied  by  this  commerce  are 
numerous  and  distant  from  each  other;  probably  the 
same  that  Le  Gomer,  in  her  pioneering  errand,  is  now 
passing  to.  Le  Gonier  will  remain  at  New  York  about 
a  month,  and  will  then  go  to  New  Orleans,  Mariinique, 
Havana,  and  even  to  Iwenty-eighl  different  slopping 
places.  Her  stops  at  these  places,  will  generally  be  short 
in  proporiion  to  their  importance,  or  the  business  the 
commissioners  may  have  to  perform  at  each  of  them. 
Her  regular  armament  is  30  guns,  whereas  now  she  car- 
ries but  10,  each  30  pounders.  She  has  but  18S  men  on 
board  now,  wliereas  her  full  compliment  is  240.  Her 
Paixhans  and  the  rest  of  her  cannon  were  disembarked 
at  Rocheforl." 

The  Black  Diamond.  This  iron  steamer  arrived  here 
yesterday.  The  amount  of  her  lonnage  is  230  tons.  She 
IS  100  feet  lonir,  about  14  in  breadth,  with  some  11  feet 
depth  of  hold."  Her  sides  and  bolto.n  are  coistructed  of 
thick  boiler  iron,  livened  togslher.  She  has  two  masts, 
and  a  fla.fh  deck.  Her  engine  and  other  machinery  are 
aft,  and  her  wheels  under  the  stern.  She  will  form  one 
of  a  line  between  this  ciiy,  Albany  and  Philadelphia  via 
the  Rarilaii  canal,  carrying  coal  and  other  freinht.  Her 
speed  is  about  10  miles  per  hour,  [IVuy  Whig. 

The  Black  Diainond  is  worked  by  Erricson's  propel- 
lers. She  carried  200  tons  of  coal  from  N.  York  to  Al- 
bany in  forty-eght  hours. 

Iron  steamboat linebelween  Hartford  and  Philadelphia, 
In  our  marine  list  of  yesterday  was  mentioned  the  arri- 
val of  the  iron  steam  Ireight  boat  Ironsides.  Cap;.  .Marsh- 
min,  5n  hours  from  Philadelphia,  with  iiierchandnse  and 
co:il  10  M.  W.  Chapio  &  Co.  She  is  one  of  a  hne  of 
iro:i  s  eaiiih  lais  which  arc  io  run  regularly  between  this 
port  aiitl  Philadelpiiia,  leaving  each  place  once  a  week. 
She  is  100  f  c!  in  len'.'ih,  23  feet  in  breadth,  7  feet  deep, 
and  can  carry  about  130  ions.  When  loaded  she  draws 
bill  51  leet.  and  consequently  can  pass  up  and  down  the 
river  iree  of  toll.  She  is  moved  by  two  of  Er.ickson's 
propelbrs  placed  at  her  stern,  and  her  machinery,  which 
is  veiy  simple,  lakes  up  so  litde  room  lliat  her  accoinm  '- 
daiioiis  lor  freight,  and  for  loading  and  unloading,  are 
very  superior.  Her  speed  is  fr.im  six  to  eight  miles  the 
hour,  but  as  she  is  sclir.  rigged,  wlieii  the  wind  is  favor- 
able this  can  he  coii-iderablv  ii  crea-ed. 

(Ilirlford  {Conn)  Cuttrmit. 
Orders  had  been  received  ai  Woolwich  to  b.old  a  war 
steamer  of  very  large  dimensions,  to  be  called  ihe  Dra- 
gon.    The  engines  are  to  be  ol  100  horse  power, 

St.  Louis.  About  two  thousand  boats  arrived  and 
departed  from  St.  Louis  between  the  first  of  January 
and  the  hr-t  of  July  last. 

From,  the  inonntuins.  Under  the  caption  the  St.  Louu 
Bulletin  iinnouoces  the  arrival  at  that  place,  on  the  22d 
nil.  of  five  boms  belonging  to  P.  Choleau.  jr.  &.  Co, 
bringing  two  hundred  bales  Buffalo  robes  and  scveoiy 
packs  Beaver,  besides  olher  furs.  Tiiey  have  been  forty- 
live  days  descending  from  Fort  Pierre,  the  Sioux  depot. 

The  Zoi.i,  Verein.  The  deputies  from  the  stitos 
whicli  cniii. lose  this  body  were  to  assemble  again  early 
in  Julv,  ai  Berlin,  lor  the  purpose  of  discussing  modihea- 
tioiis  pro|i oscd  III  Ihe  tariff  principally  relating  to  the  trade 
of  the  states  with  each  tiiher. 

Wheat.  The  duty  on  whrat  at  Liverpool  15 
was  H-.  per  quarter.  On  flour  43.  lOJ.  per  bbl.  : 
likely  to  «o  lower. 

Prices  ill  the  Baltimore  market  for  new  wheal 
wide  raiH'ejusI  now.  Common  Marvland  is  from  60  10 
00  cents-^niid  pri.ni-  81  to  SI  20.  "We  no'iec  a  eon- 
tract  fir  20,000  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  delivered  at  N. 
York  for  BS  cents.  ,       ,     , 

The  Chicago  American  foys  that  about  Iwo  hundred 
thousiind  bushels  of  wheat  nave  be.ii  exported  Irom  that 
city  since  the  opening  ol  navij;aiion  the  present  season. 
They  have  been  accompanied  by  large  qimntities  of  oats, 
corn,  hides  and  fiour,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
wool. 


h  July, 
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THE  NAVY  APPROPRI.A.TION  BILL  has  been 
signed  by  Ihe  president. 

THE  ARMY  BILL  is  now  before  a  second  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

THE  BILL  making  appropiations  for  fortifications 
is  now  before  the  house. 

THE  TWO  TREATIES,  negotiated  between  G. 
Britain  and  the  United  States  by  Lord  Ashdurton 
and  Mr.  Webster,  were  submitted  to  the  senate  for 
ratification  on  Thursday  the  llth  instant,  between 
one  and  two  o'clock.  The  senate  immediately  went 
into  secret  session. 

THE  TARIFF  or  REVENUE  BILL,  in  prepar- 
ing of  which  so  large  a  portion  of  the  present  session 
of  congress  has  been  devoted  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, finally  passed  the  senate  on  Friday  last,  ex- 
actly in  the  form  in  which  it  was  sent  to  them  by  the 
house.  On  Saturday,  the  6th  inst.  it  received  the  sig- 
natures of  the  presiding  officers,  and  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  president.  On  Tuesday,  the  9th  the 
president  returned  it  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
with  a  message  assigning  his  reasons  for  refusing 
his  signature,  which  will  be  found  in  this  number. 
His  reasons  were  entered  at  large  upon  the  journal 
of  the  house,  and  on  Wednesday,  on  motion  of  J.  Q. 
Ad.4ms,  the  veto  message  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  o{  thirUen,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
The  committee  consists  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  of 
Massachusetts,  chairman,  Jero.  Morrow,  of  Ohio 
Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,  Truman  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  John  M.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  James  A 
Pearce,  of  Maryland,  Kenneth  Rayuer,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, J.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Jefferson 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  of  Vir- 
ginia, Wm.  W.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  James  J. 
Roosevelt,  of  New  York,  C.  J.  Insersoll,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

THE  U.  S.  SENATE.  The  terms  of  the  follow- 
ing senators  will  expire  after  the  4th  of  March  next: 
Van  Buren.  Whites. 

Williams,  of  Maine,  Crafts,  of  Vermont, 

Wilcox,  of  N.  Harap.  Kerr,  of  Maryland, 

Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Graham,  of  N.  C. 

Wright,  of  New  York,  Preston,  of  S.  Carolina, 

Buchanan,  of  Penn.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana, 

Cuthbert  of  Georgia,  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky, 


Jltlnrney.  John  M.  Lea,  attorney  for  said  district, 
in  the  place  of  Return  J.  Meigs,  resigned. 

Culledor  of  the  customs.  Giles  R.  Hallam,  at  Sto- 
nington,  Connecticut. 

Land  officers — Receivers.  Thomas  McKnight,  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  re-appointed. 

J.  W.  Mitchell,  Fayette,  Missouri,  vice  Uriel  Se- 
bree,  whose  commission  has  expired. 

THE  NAVY. 
Captures  during  the  war  of  1812.  During 
the  debate  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  the 
navy  bill  on  the  2ad  ult.  the  Honorable  Thomas 
Butler  King,  of  Georgia,  made  a  speech  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  reduction  of  the  navy,  and  before  takmg 
his  seat  read  the  following  list  of  British  ships  of 
war  and  British  merchant  ships  captured  by  the 
Americans  in  the  sliort  war  of  June,  1312,  to  the  bat- 
tle of  New  Orleans,  January  8,  1815: 

f,  Ciiptured  by  the  follmcing 


Besides  the  above  destruction  of  British  property 
by  the  Americans,  there  were  lost  by  wreck  or 
otherwise,  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  during 
the  said  war,  the  following  British  ships  of  war: 


Bagby,  of  Alabama, 
Allen,  of  Ohio, 
Young,  of  Illinois, 
Linn,  of  Missouri. 


Smith,  of  Indiana, 


NATIONAL    AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

%Y  AND  WITH  THE  advice  AND  consent  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Consuls.  Jasper  Chasseaud,  for  Beyrout,  Damas- 
cus, Said,  and  the  towns  within  their  limits,  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Ottoman  Porte. 

Franklin  Chase,  for  Tampico,  in  Mexico,  in  the 
place  of  G.  W.  Montgomery,  resigned. 

Mmrshal.     Benjamin  H.  Sheppard,  marshal  for  the 
middle  district  of  Tennessee. 
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English  ships. 

Guerriere  frigate 

Macedonian    do 

Java 

A  ne\y  frigate 

Frolic  sloop 

Alert 

Boxer  sloop 

Peacock   do 

Epervier  do 

Reindeer  do 

Avon        do 

Hermes 

Cyane 

Levant 

Penguin  sloop 

Dominica 

Highflyer 

Laura 

St.  Lawrence 

Picton 

Balahaou 

Townshend 

Emu 

Landrail 

Morgiana 

Lapwing 

Confiance 

Linnet 

Chtib 

Finch 

Detroit 

Queen  Charlotte 

Lady  Provost 

Hunter 

Little  Belt 

Chippewa 

Caledonia 

Duke  of  Gloucester  14' 

Melville  14 

Julia  3 

Growler  8 

Nancy  3 


^flmcrican  ships. 

Constitution  frigate 

United  States     do 

Constitution        do 

Destroyed  at  York  (Can.) 

Wasp  sloop 

Essex,  of  32  guns 

Enterprise  sloop 

Hornet         do 

Peacock      '  do 

Wasp  do 

Wasp  do 

Dest'd  by  fort  at  Mobile. 

Constitution  frigate  (both 
taken  at  once) 

Hornet 

Decatur  privateer 

President  frigate 

Diligent  privateer 

Chasseur     do. 

Constitution  frigate 

Perry  privateer 

Tom  do 

Holker      do 

Syren        do 

Saratoga  do 

Fox  do 

Taken  by  Com.  McDo- 
nough  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain. 


Taken  by  Com.  Perry  on 
Lake  Erie.' 


Take.i  by  Com.  Chauncey 
on  Lake  Ontario. 

Taken  on  Lake  Huron 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Ships. 

Guns. 

Leopard, 

50 

Herald, 

18 

Woolwich, 

44 

Daring 
Magnet, 

16 

Southampton, 

44 

16 

Barbadoes, 

38 

Bold, 

16 

Lauristinus, 

24 

Rhodian, 

12 

Atalanta, 

20 

Alpheus, 

•    12 

Moselle, 

20 

Racer, 

jO 

Persian, 

20 

Holly, 

10 

Sylph, 

20 

Algerine, 

10 

Caliber, 

20 

Rover, 

10 

Halcyon, 

20 

Subtle, 

10 

Fantome, 

20 
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Goshawk, 

20 

Tweed, 

20 

Add    20   per 

cent. 

Emulous, 

18 

for  carrying 

over 

Avenger, 

18 

their  rate 

125 

Plumper, 

IS 

Falcon, 

IS 

809 

The  following  are  British  packets  generally  of  about 
ten  guns  each. 


"^    Bnlish  ships. 

Prince  Adolphus 

Princess  Amelia 

Express 

Mary  Ann 

Ann 

Manchester 

Little  Catharine 

Princess  Elizabeth 

Another         do 

Lady  Mary  Pelhara 

Windsor  Castle 

Swallow 

Duke  of  Montrose 

Nocton 

In  all 

Merchant  ships,  viz:  354  ships 

610  brigs  i 

520  schooners     > 
135  sloops 
750  var.  classes  J 

recaptured 

2369  2369 


Taken  by 
Gov.  McKean  privateer 


Rossie 
Anaconda 
Gov.  Tompkins 

jforktown 

Herald 

Harpy 

America 

Kemp 

Roger 

President  frigate 

Ditto 
Essex  frigate 

56  vessels — 865  guns. 


mounting  8000 
guns. 


2425  vessels  8866  gs. 


RELATIONS  WITH  MOROCCO.  We  find  in 
the  Philadelphia  Pennsylvanian  the  following  article 
in  relation  to  the  difficulties  between  our  consul  at 
Morocco  and  the  emperor  of  that  kingdom: 

It  is  generally  known  to  the  public  that  the  friend- 
ly relations  heretofore  apparently  existing  between 
this  country  and  the  government  of  Morocco,  have 
recently  been  interrupted.  Various  statements  rela- 
tive to  the  matter  have  recently  been  given  in  the 
newspapers,  which  however  were  more  or  less  im- 
perfect. As  the  matter  is  of  interest  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  involving  as  it  does  the  question  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  our  representatives  abroad, 
and  as  a  necessity  may  arise  from  it,  of  teaching 
Muley  Abdelrahman  that  our  consuls  are  not  to  be 
insulted  with  impunity,  we  subjoin  in  the  absence  of 
official  information,  a  statement  of  the  main  features 
of  the  case  which  may  bo  relied  upon  as  correct. 

Sometime  in  the  month  of  March,  the  announce- 
ment of  Mr.  Carr's  rem«val  from  the  office  of  co-^sul 
general  of  the  United  States  for  Morocco,  was  re- 
ceived at  Tangier,  very  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
consular  corps,  and  of  all  others  with  whom  Mr.  Carr 
had  during  his  four  years  in  office,  sustained  either 
business  or  social  relations.  We  can  speak  from  ex- 
perience upon  this  point,  liaving  had  occasion  during 
a  delightful  visit  of  several  weeks  at  Tangier,  to  wit- 
ness the  efficiency  with  which  the  affairs  of  the  U. 
States  consulate  were  conducted  and  the  respect  and 
influence  which  it  enjoyed. 

Our  government  authorised  Mr.  Carr,  either  to  re- 
main until  his  successor  arrived,  or  to  leave  immedi- 
ately. He  chose  the  latter,  and  preparations  were 
made  for  his  embarkation.  The  emperor  was  ap- 
prised of  his  intention,  and  a  most  flattering  reply 
was  returned,  expressing  the  emperor's  regret  at  los- 
ing a  man  who  had  conducted  affairs  with  so  much 
dignity  and  consideration  for  their  mutual  rights. 
But  it  IS  altogether  impossible  for  the  Moorish  go^ 
vcrnment  to  let  slip  any  opportunity  of  insulting  a 
Christian  nation,  when  it  thinks  it  can  do  so  with  im- 
punity. In  fact  it  requires  the  constant  and  some- 
times the  united  efliirts  of  the  consuls  to  resist  the  =-- 
fringements  of  their  rights  and  privileges  which" are 
almost  daily  attempted.  Any  imposition,  however 
trivial,  if  patiently  borne,  13  sure  to  be  followed  by 
another  and  a  greater.  If  resisted,  the  imperial  go- 
vernment will  lie  itself  out  of  the  scrape  in  the  most 
gracefully  diplomatic  style,  perhaps  making  the  full- 
est concessions  and  waiting  until  the  next  opportuni- 
ty to  offer  additional  affronts. 

Mr.  Carr's  baggage  and  furniture  had  been  sent 
off,  and  he  was  upon  the  beach,  ready  to  embark  ac- 
companied by  all  the  members  of  the  consular  corps. 
His  intention  had  been  well  known  for  several  days' 
but  not  the  slightest  intimation  was  made  by  any  of 
the  authorities,  with  whom  he  was  in  constant  inter- 
course, that  any  obstacle  would  be  offered  to  his  de- 
parture. Adieus  with  his  numerous  friends  and  col- 
leagues had  been  interchanged,  and  he  was  about  to 
step  into  the  boat,  when  he  was  stopped  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  who  but  two  minutes  before  held 
out  his  hand  for  the'usual  parting/ee,  or  rather  pre- 
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^,^d  had  wished  him  a  pleasant  ^J^Sf  •  Th« 
sonsul  insisted  upon  going,  he  was  to  d  that  the  ba- 
Ehaw  had  not  Riven  any  orders  for  his  departure. 
Mr   Carr  had  referred  to  the  letter  of  the  emperor,  1 
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abortive,  and  alien  states.     But  he  [SirR.  B.]  hoped 
that  the   time  had  arrived  when  the  wise  and  the 

good  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whether  in  parliament 

Ehaw  nau  noi  rivc.  c,,j  -"--  •- /;.  „'  „.r„r  i  COMPARATIVE  POPULATION— SLAVERY,  i  or  out  of  parliament,  would  concentrate  their  atten- 
Mr.  Carr  had  referred  to  the  letter  of  »''e/mPf  °[' '  Th.  Pinrin!,,.:  Phranicle  has  the  following  interest-  '  tion  upon  British  North  America,  and  make  her  in- 
which  all  the  authorities  had  seen,  and  den.ed  the  ,  The  Cmcnnati  Ch.on^^^^^^^  ^^^^  which  concerned  the  welfare  of 

?igM  of  the  emperor,  much  less  that  cab      a  ^  ,,,,  ,f  t^^.^PoP^  aJ-^f^J- s^^^  ^p.   ,,,  .^e  .^fetv  of  the  crown,  and  the  ascendan- 


right  of  the  emperor  much  'ess  "--a .  -  „.  ;,;;-rr'e;pective  territory.     The  ap- 

'.tltToflhe  g:ar7ru:h:d  fo^rw^Jd  and  seized  himi '  j^enSed  remarks  are  also  wonhy  of  note: 


10,212 
41,300 
39,000 
64,000 
30,080 
36,250 
43,800 
32,000 
50,800 
58.200 
45.350 
59,000 
48,220 
60,300 
54,000 
60,000 


GEOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY'S  51EDAL.     We 
published  an  account   some  weeks  ago  of  the  cere- 
00     mony  of    the  presentation  of  a  gold    medal,  by  the 
54    I  Royal  Geographical  society  of  London  through  the 
54     hands  of  the  American  minister,  to  professor  Robin- 
43.1  1  son,  in  compliment  to  his  work  which  is  the  fruit  of 
371 1  his  researches   in  the   Holy  Land.     The   medal  has 
39' i  been  since  received  by  professor  Robinson,  and  the 
38'  I  New  York  Evening  Post  describes  it: 
30i        It  is  of  beautiful  execution.     On  one  side  is  a  fe- 
28 1    male  allegorical  figure,  representing  geography,  witii 
a  globe,  and   oiher  instruments,  and   around  it  is  the 
legend,  adte-n-asndusas,  signifying  the  success  of  the 
person  to  whom   it   is   awarded,   in   adding  to  our 
knowledge  of  countries  little  known.     On  the  other 
side  is  a   head  of  queen  Victoria.     The   figures  are 
protected  by  slightly  curved  glasses,  like  watch  crys- 
tals, imbedded  in  the  broad  riia  of  the  medal. 


asoiaier  01  ineguaiu  ruiucu  lu. .. — ;,-       ■ 

of  his  -overnmcnt  in  the  affair.     Rejecting  the  advice  .  New  York, 
^oput  Mn   elf  under  the   protection  of  the   British  I  New  Jersey, 
flagwhich  would  have  given  that  consulate  the  credit ,  Maryland, 
titMhe  Moor  of  settling  the  difficulty,  Mr.  Carr  pro-  ,  Delaware, 
deeded  to  his  own  house,  and  immediately  despatched   Pennsylvania, 
a  messace  to  the  emperor  residing  at  Mequinas  de- 1  Ohio, 
ma"  dTng  satisfaction.  ^  The  consulate  corps  too,  just- :  New  Hampshire, 
hTd  gnant  at  so  gross  and  evidently  premeditated  ,  Vermont, 
an  insult,  forwarded  a  remonstrance  against  such  an  j  Tennessee, 
Lfringeu  ent  of  their  rights  as  was  contemp  ateU  by    Kentucky, 
the  pretensions  of  his  inferior  ofiicers  to  interfere   Virgin.,  ^^^._^ 

"'{       :  mr^Umeadespatch  was  received  from  the  'l  Indiana 

American  vice  consul  at  Mazagan,  complaming  of  North  Carolina, 

numerous  insults  offered  him  in  his  official  capacity, ,  Maine, 

and  also  of  repeated  personal  outrages.     He  had  been    Alabama, 

shot  at  several  times,  and  as  he  could  obtain  neither   G.-rgia, 

protection  nor  redress,  he  had  resolved  to  give  up  a  .  Mississippi, 

lucrative  business  and  leave  for  Gibraltar  by  the  first  [  Illinois, 

opportunity.      This,   of    course,   furnished,  another ;  Louisiana, 

ground  for  complaint.     Mr.  Carr  formally  struck  his    Missouri, 

flag,  and  announced  to  the  emperor  as  a  condition  of!  Michigan, 

its  hi-in?  asain  raised,  the  necessity  of  satislaction  I  Arkansas,  >,>.,„„„       ^.,„.,         ~ 

p  l::iSsZ.  protection  against  them  for  the    ^^_  If  the  aS.rega.e  of^square  -[es,  and^po^laUpi,  be 

'"'"''®-  ^       ,     „.  ,  „„,^;„.  ™   lrffmi/yo//iai)i(aKon,  or,  in  other  words,  the  number  of 

The  emperor  returned  a  shuffling  and  evasive  re  J^^^^^  ^      ^^^^  ^^.,^^  .^  ^j^^  2g  ^^^^^^^  j^  og.,  _ 

ply,  givmg  the  consul  leave  to  depart,  but  reiu-in,_  j^^^^^^  inferences  may  be  drawn  from  the  above  table: 
any  satisfaction,  and  betraymg  on  a  comparison  m  ^^^^  densest  population  in  the  United  States, 

certain  passages  and  dates  with  those  °f  a  'etter  from    .^  .^  Massachusetts,  viz:  94^.     In  England  it  is  260. 
the  bashaw,  a  collision  between  him  and  h i,  omcials.  |  ^^.  ^j^^^^^^usetts  were  as  densely  populated  as  Eng- 

His  answer  to  the  corps  was  net  more  satislaciory, ,  contain  more  than  two  millions  of  in-    "cui.jr  ..,  ^.^,.,„^  ,..-  --^  -■:■■; ;„„:,;, :;,;,„  ,,„„„  iu 

and  an  earnest  desire  was  therefore  expressed  that   '^^^^         jj.  ^,^^  ,^^  Uniled  States  were  as  popu-   ol  its  existence  until  we  were       ''"f,',''^'^'y  "P°''  ''^ 
r^^tt^tli^:^?^.o^:^^o=be    j^s   as  M^huse^ 
l^r.tr^^afnecessary,  as  the  government^ 
CO  is  as  timid  m  face  of  any  leal  dilticulty,  as  ii  is         ^.^^^^      Accordingto  the  existing  ratio  of  increase, 


miles.     Pop.    Densily. 

7,800        737,699       94^ 

1,360        108,890       80 

4,674       309,978 

46,000    2,428,921 

6,900        373,306 

10  800        439,232 

2,063         78,085 

43,9.50     1,724,033 

39,000     1,519,467 

9,280       284,574 

291.943 

829,210 

779,828 

1,239,798 

594,398 

685,866 

753.419 

501,793 

590,756 

691,393 

375,651 

486,183 

352,411 

383,702 

212,276 

97,574 


CHASM  IN  THE  PRAIRIES.  The  last  num- 
ber ol  K.'-ucIjII's  interesting  sketches  of  incidents 
connected  with  his  Santa  Fe  Expedition  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  morning  of  the  3.1  September  broke  bright 
and  cloudless,  the  sun  rising  from  out  the  prairie  in 
all  his  majesty.  Singular  as  it  may  appear  nearly 
every  showei'we  had  came  in  the  night  liom  the  tune 
we  left  Austin  until  we  reached  the  Mexican  setll.-- 
inenti.  Again  we  spent  a  couple  of  hours  dr\  ing  our 
blankeli,  then  saddled  up  and  pursued  our  journey, 
and  sliU  in  a  norlhwest  direction. 

We  had  scarcely  gone  six  miles  before  we  sudden- 
ly caine  upon  an  immense  rent  or  chasm  in  the  earth, 
tar  exceeding  in  depth  the  one  we  had  so  much  dif- 
ficulty in  crossing  the  day  be  lore.     Noonewa 


Mr.  Carr,  having  sent  despatrhes  to  Commodore 
Morgan,  commanding  our  squ.dn.n  in  the  Mediter- 
raneln,  left  Tangier,  and  awaited  the  commodore  s 
arrival  at  Gibraltar.  The  Brandywine  and  Preble 
were  in  that  port.  The  officers  were  anxious  to  run 
across  to  Tangier,  and  settle  the  affair  at  once,  but  in 
the  absence  of  the  commodore,  tbey  had  no  orders 
and  could  only  await  his  cowing.  After  a  delay  ol 
two  months,  having  had  several  pressing  intimations 
of  the  necessity  of  his  presence,  the  commodore  came 
to  Gibraltar,  and  immediately  announced  his  deter- 
mination to  send  an  embassy  up  to  the  court  ol  the  em- 
peror. It  was  at  once  represented  to  him  by  Mr. 
Carr  in  which  he  was  seconded  by  our  able  consul 
at  Gibraltar,  Mr.  Sprague,  that  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  out  of  the  question.  The  custom  ot  ttie 
court  and  country  made  an  embassy  an  exceedingly 
costly  affair.  Promptness  was  essential,  much  time 
had  been  already  lost,  and  much  more  would  be  re- 
quired to  obtain  permission  for  the  embassy  to  come 
up  and  there  was  every  likelihood  that  such  permis- 
sion would  be  refused;  the  biire  proposition  too  would 
be  construed  into  an  evidence  of  weakness  and  be 
much  worse  than  to  do  nothing  at  all.  It  was  urged 
upon  the  commodore  that  if  he  would  simply  anchor 
his  ships  in  the  bay  of  Tangier,  and  demand  from  the 
e  nperor  immediate  satisfaction,  every  required  con- 
cession could  be  obtained,  together  with  some  desira- 
ble alterations  in  our  imperfect  treaty,  in  addition  to 
ample  guarantees  for  the  /uture  safety  of  our  now 
precarious  commerce  with  the  empire.  The  com- 
nv.dore  persisted  in  his  resolution,  and,  taking  his 
ship  across  to  Tangier,  sent  his  officers  that  evening 
on  shore  to  a  ball!  Mr.  Carr  having  made  a  formal 
protest  against  the  proposed  plan  of  operations  sail- 
ed from  Gibraltar,  and  has  arrived  in  the  United 

By  the  recent  arrival  of  the  Great  Western,  we 
perceive  that  an  answer  has  been  returned  by  the 
e  nperor  to  Commodore  Morgan's  request,  relative  to 
sending  up  an  officer  to  the  court.  As  was  predicted 
bv  Mr.  Sprague  and  Mr.  Carr,  the  emperor  with  the 
usual  profusion  of  wordy  compliments,  declined  the 
h-mor  intended,  alleging  that  it  was  too  hot  for  pcr- 
BJiis  to  travel,  for  whom  he  had  so  much  respect. 
Un  the  same  day,  however,  that  this  refusal  was 
given  the  British  consul  general  had  an  audience 
with  his  majesty.  The  Moors  w  ill  have  good  reason 
hereafter  to  believe  that  we  can  stand  some  things 
which  the  English  will  not,  even  if  we  cannot  so  well 
itand  the  heat, 


persons.  According  to  the  existing  ratio  of  increase, 
this  result  will  be  brought  about  in  one  hundred 
years. 

2d.  The  conclusion  from  the  above  table,  in  respect 
to  slave  in.'.tihUimif,  is  inevitable  that  they  are  very 
unfavorable  to  the  increase  of  population.  Of  the 
first  six  states  in  the  order  of  density,  but  one  is 
strictly  a  slave  state — Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Ca- 
rolina, South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  are  four  of  the 
oldest  states  in  the  union,  and  yet  they  stand  far 
down  in  the  list,  and  are  all  overtopped  by  Ohio — a 
young  state.  This  fact  becomes  more  evident  by 
comparing  the  density  of  Virginia  witli  that  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  North  Carolina  with  New  York,  or 
Georgia  with  New  Jersey.  It  is  plain,  from  these 
figues,  that  slavery  is  weakening  to  a  slate. 

BRITISH  EMIGRATION  TO  CANADA,  &c. 
An  association  has  been  formed  in  England  called  the 
"British  American  Association  for  Emigration  and 
Colonization,"  with  a  capital  of  one  million  of  pounds 
sterling;  the  object  of  which  is  to  promote  the  coloni- 
zation of  the  British  North  American  possessions  by 
a  transfer  of  the  surplus  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom  on  a  national  scale. 

The  duke  ol  Argyle  is  president  of  the  association, 
with  a  council  of  upwards  of  fifty  peers,  baronets, 
and  others.  The  undertaking,  it  is  said,  combines 
the  elements  of  wealth,  land,  population  and  indus- 
try, sustained  by  capital,  securing  an  ample  pecunia 
ry  return  as  an  investment. 

Sir  Allen  Macnab,  of  Canada,  well  known  as  ai 
active  officer  during  the  late  troubles  on  the  frontier 
has  lately  visited  Great  Britain,  and  been  appointed 
commissioner  of  the  above  association  in  Canada.  A 
farewell  dinner  was  given  him  in  London  on  the  IStli 
July  by  the  association,  at  which  the  duke  of  Ricli- 
niond  presided,  and  numerous  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men ot  distinction  were  present. 

Among  the  speeches  made  was  one  by  Sir  Richard 
Brown,  irom  which  we  make  the  following  extract: 
"It  was  calculated  that  there  were  in  the  United 
Kingdom  at  least  four  miUian  able-bodied  persons 
willing  to  work,  but  without  employment.  There 
were  millions  of  capital  seeking  an  honest,  just,  and 
safe  investment;  and  there  were  millions  of  acres  of 
land  in  British  America,  rich  in  the  various  necessa- 
ries of  life  requiring  cultivation.  Here,  than,  were 
all  the  essentials  for  at  once  lurmiiig  a  great,  a  weal- 
thy and  a  pmsperous  community.  Canning,  from  his 
place  in  parliament,  had  boasted  that  he  looked  to 
the  west,  and  called  into  existence  u  few  dislan', 


view.  Not  a  tree  or  bush,  no  outline  whatever  mark- 
ed its  position  or  course,  and  we  were  all  lost  in 
amazeinnnt  and  wonder  as  one  by  one  we  left  thu 
double-file  ranks  and  rode  up  to  the  verge  of  the 
yawning  abyss.  .   , , . 

In  depth  it  could  not  have  b-en  less  than  eight  hun- 
dred or  a  thousand  feet,  from  three  to  five  hundred 
yards  in  width,  and  at  the  point  were  we  first  struck 
it  the  sides  were  nearlv  perpendicuhir.  A  sickly 
sensation  of  dizziness  was  felt  by  all  as  we  looked 
down,  as  it  were,  into  the  very  depths  of  the  earth. 
Belo'.v  an  occasional  spot  of  green  relieved  the  eye, 
and  a  small  stream  of  water,  now  rising  to  the  view 
then  sinking  beneath  somehuge  rock,  was  bubbling 
and  foaming  along.  Immense  walls,  columns  in 
some  places  that  'appeared  to  be  arches  were  seen 
slandin',  worn  by  the  waler  undoubledly.aiid  so  per- 
fect in  ?brm  that  we  could  with  difficul'y  be  brought 
to  believe  that  the  hand  of  m!;n  was  not  upon  them. 
The  rains  of  centuries,  lading  upon  an  immense  prai- 
rie,  had  here  lonnd  a  reservoir,  and  their  workings 
upon  the  riilfirent  veins  of  earth  and  stone  had  form- 
ed these  strange  and  fanciful  shapes. 

Before  reacliiiig  the  chasm  we  had  crossed  numer- 
ous large  trails  leading  a  little  inoie  lo  the  west  than 
we  were  travelling,  and  we  were  M  once  convinced 
that  th»y  all  centered  at  a  common  crossing  close  by. 
Ill  tills  conjecture  we  were  not  disappointed,  for  a 
trot  of  liiiHan  hour  brought  us  into  a  large  road,  the 
thorou-'hlare  along  which  millions  ot  Indians,  bnllalo, 
and  mustangs  had  travelled  for  years.  Piriloiis  aj 
the  descent  looked  we  Well  knew  tliere  was  no  other 
near.  The  lead  mule  was  again  started  ahead,  the 
steadier  and  older  horses  were  next  driven  over  the 
sides,  while  the  more  skittish  and  uniractable  brought 
up  the  rear.  Once  in  the  narrow  path  which  led 
circiiitously  down  the  deep  descent  there  was  no  turn- 
ing back,  and  our  maddened  animals  finally  reached 
the  bottom  in  safety.  Several  large  stones  were 
loosened  from  their  fastenings  by  our  men  during  Ihe 
trightlul  dissent.  They  would  leap,  dashand  thunder 
down  the  precipitous  "sides  and  sliike  a-ainst  the 
bottom  far  below  us  with  a  terrific  crash. 

We  found  a  running  stream  at  the  bottom,  and  on 
Ihe  opposite  side  a  romantic  dell  covered  with  short 
grass  and  a  few  scattering  cotton  woods.  A  large 
body  ol  Indians  had  enciinped  on  this  very  spot  but 
a  few  days  previous,  the  wilted  limbs  of  the  trees  and 
other  "signs"  showing  that  they  had  made  it  a  rest- 
ing  place.  We,  too,  halted  a  couple  of  hours,  to  give 
our  horses  an  opportunity  to  graze  and  rest  themselves. 
The  trail  which  led  up  on  the  opposite  side  was  dis- 
covered a  short  distance  above  us,  to  the  south,  wind- 
ing up  the  steep  and  ragged  sides  of  the  precipice. 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— A FG.  13,  1842— VETO  MESSAGE. 


371 


As  we  journeyed  along  this  dell  all  were  struck 
with  art  mi  ration -at  the  strange  and  fanciful  figures 
made  by  the  washijig  of  the  waters  during  the  rainy 
season.  In  some  jilaces  a  perfect  wall, formed  of  a  red- 
dish clay,  were  seen  standing,  and.  were  they  any 
where  else  it  would  be  impossible  to  b^dieve  that 
other  than  the  hand  of  man  had  formed  them.  The 
vein  of  which  these  walls  were  composed  was  of  even 
thickness,  very  hard,  and  ran  perpendicularly;  and 
when  the  softersand  which  had  surrounded  them  was 
washed  away  the  veins  still  remained  standing  up- 
right, in  some  places  one  hundred  feet  high  and  three 
or  four  hundred  in  length. 

Columns,  too,  were  there,  and  such  was  their  arch- 
itectural order,  and  so  much  of  chaste  grandeur  was 
there  about  them  thai  we  were  lost  in  wonder  and  ad- 
miration. Ill  other  places  the  breastworks  of  forts 
would  be  plainly  visible,  then  again  the  frowning 
turrets  of  some  castle  of  the  olden  time.  Cumbrous 
pillars  of  som.',  niiKhly  pile  raised  to  religion  or  roy- 
ally were  scattered  about,  regularity  was  sliangely 
mixed  up  with  ruin  and  disorder,  and  Nature  had  done 
il  all.  iViagara  has  been  considered  one  of  her  wild- 
est freaks;  but  Niagara  sinks  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  the  wild  grandeur  of  this  awful  chasm. 
Imagination  carried  us  back  to  Thebes,  to  Palmyra, 
and  to  ancient  Athens,  and  we  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  we  were  now  among  their  ruins. 

Our  passage  oul  of  this  place  wa%eff'ected  with  the 
greatest  difficulty.  We  were  obliged  to  carry  our 
rifles,  holsters  and  saddle-bags  in  our  hands,  and  in 
clambering  up  a  steep  pitch,  one  of  the  horses,  .strik- 
ing his  shoulder  against  a  projecting  rock,  was  preci- 
pitated some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  directly  upon  his 
back.  All  thought  he  must  be  killed  by  the  fall;  but 
singular  enough  he  rose  immeuiiilely,  shook  himself, 
and  a  second  efTort  in  climbing  proved  more  success- 
ful— the  animal  had  not  receiveil  the  slightest  ajipa- 
rent  injury! 

By  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  we  were  all  safely 
across,  after  spending  five  or  six  hours  completely 
shut  out  Irom  the  world.  Again  we  found  ourselves 
upon  the  level  piairie,  and  on  looking  back,  after  pro- 
ceeding some  hundred  yards,  not  a  sign  of  the  im- 
mense chasm  was  visible.  The  waste  we  were  (lien 
upon  was  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
width,  and  the  two  chasms  I  have  mentioned  weie 
the  reservoirs  and  at  the  same  time  the  conductors  of 
the  heavy  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  upon  it  during 
the  wet  season  to  the  running  streams.  The  prairie 
is  undoubtedly  tlie  largest  in  the  world,  and  the 
chasms  are  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  size  of  the 
prairie. 

At  sundTwn  we  halted  by  the  side  of  a  water  hole 
and  encamped  lor  the  night.  By  this  lime  many  of 
the  men  were  entirely  out  of  provisions,  while  tliose 
who  still  had  a  litlle  beef  left  had  saved  it  by  stinting 
themselves  on  the  previous  days.  The  worst  of  our 
siitierings  had  now  commenced. 


THE  V.  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


A  further  evidence  of  ilic  friendly  feelings  enter- 
tained towards  Mr.  Everett,  our  minister  to  England, 
and  the  country  which  he  so  well  represents,  was 
shown  in  the  presentation  of  the  address  which  was 
made  to  him  by  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
Manchester  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  visit  to  that 
city.  We  copy  the  following  account  of  il: 
From  the  Ma7icitesler  Guardian. 

The  presence  in  Manchester  of  the  hon.  Edward 
Everett,  ambassador  to  this  country  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  government — a  presence  for  which  we  are 
indebted,  we  believe  solely,  to  the  meeting  here  of 
the  British  association — was  deemed  by  many  of  our 
principal  merchants  and  manufacturers,  a  fitting  oc- 
casion for  the  presentation  to  his  excellency  of  an 
address,  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  this  communi- 
ty generally,  in  reference  to  the  relations  betv^een 
the  two  countries,  and  their  desire  to  see  those  rela- 
tions strengthened  into  a  yet  closer  alliance,  bringing 
with  it  the  blessings  of  greater  commercial  freedom 
to  both,  and  promoting  the  principles  of  peace.  Ac- 
cordingly a  request  was  made  to  his  excellency  the 
ambassador — who  was  the  guestSfALEx.iNDER  Hen- 
ri, esq.  of  the  Woodlands — to  know  when  he  would 
be  pleased  to  receive  the  address.  Mr.  Everett  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  receive  it  on  Saturday;  and 
accordingly  met  a  numerous  party  of  gentlemen  for 
that  purpose  in  the  Boroughreeve's  room  at  the 
Town  Hall  at  half  past  two  o'clock  on  Saturday  af- 
ernoon.     The  room  was  crowed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Gardner,  seconded 
by  Alderman  Shuttleworth,  Robert  Hyde  Gregg, 
esq.  was  called  to  the  chair.  The  hon.  Edward 
Everett  was  introduced  to  the  meeting  by  Alexa.v- 
BER  Henrt,  esq.  The  chairman  then  briefly  prefac- 
ed the  presentation  of  the  address  by  congratulating 
the   meeting   and   his  fellow  townsruen  generally  on 


the  presence  here  of  so  distinguished  a  man  and 
statesman  as  Mr.  Everett.  He  then  proceeded  to 
read  the  following  address,  which  was  inscribed  on 
vellum,  and  contained  about  five  hundred  and  eighty 
signatures  of  our  principal  merchants,  manufactur- 
ers, and  traders: 

To  his  excdltncy  the  hon.  Edw.vrd  Everett,  ambassa- 
dor to  Great  Britain  from  the  government  of  the  U. 

States  of  .imerica. 

We,  the  undersigned,  merchants,  manufacturers, 
traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Manchester  and 
its  vicinity,  feel  gratified  and  honored  by  your  tem- 
porary visit  to  our  town,  and  gladly  avail  ourselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  expressing  the  friendly  senti- 
ments we  enterlain  towards  the  great  country  whose 
people  and  government  you  represent. 

We  are  sensible  of  the  strong  ties  by  which  the 
United  .States  of  America  and  our  own  country  are 
already  connected.  We  feel  that  we  are  the  same 
people,  and  of  the  same  branch  of  the  great  human 
family,  with  those  who  have  converted  the  pathless 
wastes  of  your  vast  continent  into  a  land  where  civi- 
lization has  reared  her  standard,  and  where  man  is 
pursuing  with  unfaltering  steps  all  that  is  great  and 
noble,  and  worthy  of  his  highest  ambition. 

We  feel  that  much  of  what  is  cheering  in  the  fu- 
t\ire  progress  of  the  world  may  depend  upon  the  ca- 
reer of  two  nations  so  intimately  allied,  and  that  a 
heavy  responsibility  is  imposed  upon  each  country  in 
working  out  its  part  of  the  all-wise  designs  of  Divine 
Providence,  in  the  advancement  of  the  highest  com- 
mon interest  of  our  race. 

We  believe  that  he  is  the  best  friend  of  both  coun- 
tries who  endeavors  to  promote  an  equitable  and  en- 
during alliance  between  them,  and  that  nothing  can 
serve  more  powerfully  to  ensure  this  than  the  ex- 
tension of  reciprocal  commercial  intercourse,  and 
the  creation  of  a  closer  mutual  dependence,  operat- 
ing to  ihe  gi-eater  mutual  advantage  of  all  parties. 

We  deeply  regret  that  there  should  exist  the  slight- 
est barrier  to  the  most  perfect  commercial  freedom 
between  the  enterprising  population  of  these  islands 
and  our  brethren  of  the  American  continent.  We 
trust  that  this  delusive  idea  of  protecting  one  branch 
of  industry  by  inflicting  injuries  upon  other  branch- 
es is  passing  away,  and  that  ere  long  the  abundant 
products  of  your  country  and  the  various  manufac- 
tures of  ours  will  be  freely  interchanged;  that  com- 
mercial transactions  will  become  as  uncontrolled  by 
fiscal  restrictions  as  are  the  waves,  which,  whilst 
they  separate,  yet  serve  to  unite  the  parent  with  the 
daughter  country.  We  feel  convinced  that  the  doom 
of  monopoly  is  sealed  in  our  land,  that  even  the 
blindness  of  party  is  becoming  enlightened,  and  that 
all  the  wise  and  good  will  soon  be  brought  to  regret 
that  a  single  hour  should  have  been  allowed  to  pass 
without  the  adoption  of  the  sound  principles  of  free 
trade. 

We  would  hope,  nay,  we  cannot  doubt,  that  in 
your  ualive  land,  of  whose  free  institutions  you  are 
justly  proud,  commerce  will  not  longer  be  permitted 
to  languish  in  fetters;  and  that  all  who  would  give 
her  perfect  freedom  in  your  country  and  in  ours  will 
not  only  hold  out  to  each  other  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship, and  co-operate  to  advance  the  great  principles 
we  espouse,  but  have  to  greet  each  other  on  the 
speedy  realization  of  the  objects  they  so  ardently  de- 
sire. 

We  are  most  anxious  that  perpetual  peace  should 
exist  between  the  two  eountries — peace  founded  on 
mutual  I'espect  and  mutual  benefits;  and  that  wher- 
ever the  flag  of  our  respective  countries  may  be  un- 
furled, it  may  be  hailed  as  the  herald  of  amity,  of 
civilization,  and  of  religion. 

To  your  excellency,  individually,  we  desire  to 
convey  our  most  earnest  wish  that  your  sojourn 
amongst  us  may  be  gratifying  to  yourself,  and  tend, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  to  promote  the  most  kindly 
feelings  between  the  great  people  wiiose  interests 
you  have  the  distinguished  honor  to  represent  and 
the  inhabitants  of  these  realms,  a  vast  majority  of 
whom,  we  feel  assured,  most  cordially  unite  with  us 
in  the  'seotiments  we  now  express,  from  a  full  per- 
suasiofi  Mat  the  consummation  of  their  views  will 
secure  sdTld  and  lasting  benefit  and  blessings  to  our- 
selves, to  you,  and  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Everett,  having  received  the  address  amidst 
the  most  cordial  and  friendly  greeting  and  cheers 
from  the  meeting,  replied  to  the  following  eflect: 

Mr.  Gregg  and  gentlemen:  I  feel  very  much  flat- 
tered by  the  unexpected  honor  of  the  address  whicli 
you  have  had  the  goodness  to  present  to  me,  on  be- 
half of  tlie  merchants,  manufacturers,  traders,  and 
others,  inhabitants  of  iVIanchester  and  its  vicinity.  I 
beg  you  to  receive  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for 
your  kind  welcome,  with  which  1  shall  lose  no  time 
in  acquainting  my  government.  Permit  me  to  oA'er 
you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  friendly  sentiments 


you  have  been  pleased  to  express  towards  the  peo- 
ple and  government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  as- 
sure you  that  those  sentiments  are  cordially  recipro- 
cated by  those  whom  I  have  the  honor,  however  un- 
worthily, lo  represent.  The  relation  between  our 
two  countries  is  indeed,  sir,  as  you  have  described 
it,  of  a  most  intimate  character;  more  so  probably 
than  has  ever  existed  between  two  great  states.  I 
am  gratified  to  believe  that  this  relation  has  contri- 
buted, in  no  small  degree,  to.  the  prosperity  of  both; 
and  that  such  may  continue  to  be  the  case  must  be 
the  desire  of  every  patriotic  citizen  of  either  coun- 
try. [Cheers.]  On  those  topics  of  the  address  which 
are  matters  of  controversy  both  in  England  and  the 
United  States,  the  delicacy  of  my  official  position 
precludes  me  from  any  comment.  Our  two  govern- 
ments (led  by  similar  considerations  in  reference  to 
the  state  of  their  finances)  are  now  engaged  in  revi- 
sing the  laws  of  trade.  I  shall  cordially  rejoice  in 
the  utmost  possible  extension  of  commercial  inter- 
course, which  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  the  two 
governments  shall  deem  compatible  with  the  welfare 
of  their  constituents.  [Loud  cheers.]  In  your  wishes 
for  the  perpetuation  of  peace  between  England  and 
the  United  States  I  most  heartily  concur.  Its  inter- 
ruption I  should  deem  most  disastrous  to  both — I  will 
add,  to  the  whole  civilized  world,  [Renewed  cheers.] 
Nothing  that  I  can  do,  consistently  with  my  duty  to  my 
country,  shall  be  spared  to  avert  such  a  catastrophe; 
of  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  I  have  no  apprehen- 
sions. It  is  my  ardent  desire  that  our  two  kindred 
eountries  may  run  a  long  and  glorious  career  of  mu- 
tual and  emulous  exertion  to  promote  the  arts  of 
civilized  life.  I  deeply  regret,  Mr.  Gregg  and  gen- 
tlemen, that  my  visit  to  Manchester  is  necessarily  so 
short;  what  I  have  seen  of  it  but  increases  my  desire 
to  see  more.  In  respectfully  taking  my  leave  of  you, 
I  beg  you  to  accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  indivi- 
dual  welfare,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  this  great, 
enterprising,  and  intelligent  population.  [Great 
cheering.] 

[The  interview  shortly  afterwards  terminated;  all 
present,  we  believe,  being  much  gratified  with  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Everett  responded  to  the'ad- 
dress.] 

At  the  closing  meeting  of  the  British  association, 
recently  held  at  Manchester,  Sir  John  Herschell, 
discharged  the  duty  allotted  to  him  by  the  associa- 
tion, of  embodying  tlie  expression  of  t!ie  feelings  of 
pleasure  and  gratification  created  by  the  presence  of 
the  distinguished  guests  from  abroad.  In  alluding, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  the  eminent  meu 
who  bad  contributed  to  the  cause  of  science,  he  took 
the  occasion  to  pay  the  following  compliment  to  an 
American  citizen: 

"I  ought  not  to  conclude  the  mention  of  those 
names,  without  referring  to  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  an 
American  geographer,  who  has  communicated  to' the 
Geographical  Society  of  London  a  series  of  obseiv. 
vations  on  the  lakes  of  America,  which  are  consi- 
dered  of  very  great  importance  and  interest.  It  19 
impossible  for  me  here  to  allude  to  any  member  of 
the  United  States,  with  reference  to  matter  in  which 
the  least  national  feeling  is  awakened,  without  pay- 
ing a  tribute  to  the  high  estimation  in  which  science 
is  certainly  held  by  that  great  and  rising  country. 
[Applause.]  In  every  department  of  science,  espe- 
cially those  which  receive  their  impulse  from  Eu- 
rope, they  appear  to  take  so  warm  an  interest  and 
part,  that  they  may  be  regarded,  in  that  sense  at  least, 
as  more  completely  our  bretliren  than  formerly.  I 
would  that  the  tribute  which  I  have  in  humble  and 
inadequate  terms  attempted  to  pay  to  the  scientific 
ardor  of  our  American  brethren  (for  so  I  must  call 
them)  had  been  paid  in  the  presence  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  who  has  been  with  us  at  the  for.Tier 
part  of  the  week.  1  lowever,  I  trust  that  the  expres- 
sion of  it  may  in  some  way  be  conveyed  to  his  ear, 
and  that  the  Americans  will  perceive  there  is  a  feel- 
ing prevalent  amongst  the  scientific  men,  and  a- 
mongst  all  classes  of  this  country,  that  we  trust  will 
draw  closer  the  ties  of  brotherhood  between  the  two 
countries.     [Loud  applause."] 


VETO  MESSAGE. 


On  Tuesday  the  9th  instant,  the  following  message 
from  President  Tyler  was  received  in  the  house  of 
representatives  by  the  hands  of  his  private  secretary. 
To  the  house  of  rejyi'esentatives  of  the  U.  States: 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  I  find  myself  un- 
der the  necessity  of  returning  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, with  my  objections,  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  lo  change 
and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports and  for  other  purposes."  Nothing  can  be 
more  painful   to  any  individual  called  upon  to  per- 
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form  the  chief  executive  duties  under  our  Hmited 
constitution,  thon  to  be  constrained  to  withhold  his 
assent  from  an  imporiant  measm-e  adopted  hy  tlio 
legislature;  yet  he  would  neither  fulfil  the  high  pur- 
poses of  his  station,  nor  consult  the  true  interests, 
or  the  solemn  will  of  the  people,  the  common  con- 
stituents of  both  branches  of  the  government  by 
yielding  his  well-considered,  most  deeply  fixed,  and 
repeatedly  declared  opinions  on  matters  of  great  pub- 
lic concernment  to  those  of  a  co-ordinate  depart- 
ment, without  requesting  that  department  seriously 
tore-examine  the  subject  of  their  difference.  The 
exercise  of  some  independence  of  judgment  in  re- 
gard to  all  acts  of  legislation,  is  plainly  implied  in 
the  responsibility  of  approvmg  them.  At  all  times 
a  duty— it  becomes  a  peculiarly  solemn  and  impera- 
tive one,  when  the  subjects  passed  upon  by  congress, 
happen  to  involve,  as  in  the  present  instance,  the 
most  momentous  issues,  to  affect  variously  the  va- 
rious parts  of  a  great  country,  and  to  have  given 
rise  in  all  quarters  to  such  a  conBict  of  opinion,  as 
to  render  it  impossible  to  conjecture,  with  any  cer- 
tainty, on  which  side  the  majority  really  is.  Surely, 
if  the  pause  for  reflection,  intended  by  the  wise  au- 
thors of  the  constitution,  by  referring  the  subject 
back  to  congress  for  re-consideration  be  ever  expe- 
dient and  necessary,  it  is  precisely  such  a  case  as  the 
present. 

On  the  subject  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  existing  state  of  Ihe 
finances,  it  has  been  my  duly  to  make  known  my 
settled  convictions  on  various  occasions  during  the 
present  session  of  congress.  At  the  opening  of  the 
extra  session,  upwards  of  twelve  months  ago,  shar- 
ing fully  in  the  general  hope  of  returning  prosperity 
and  credit,  I  recommended  such  a  distribution;  but 
that  recommendation  was  even  then  expressly  cou- 
pled with  the  condition  that  the  duties  on  imports 
should  not  exceed  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  provided 
by  the  compromise  act  of  1833.  Those  hopes  were 
not  a  little  encouraged  and  these  views  strengthened 
by  the  report  of  Mr.  Ewing,  then  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  which  was  shortly  thereafter  laid  before 
congress,  in  which  he  recommended  the  imposition 
of  duties  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all 
free  articles,  with  specified  exceptions,  and  stated, 
"if  this  measure  be  adopted,  there  will  be  received 
in  the  treasury  from  customs,  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  present  year,  (1841),  $5,300,000;  in  all  of  the 
year  1842,  about  $22,500,000;  and  in  the  year  1843, 
after  the  final  reduction  under  the  act  of  March  2, 
1833,  about  $20,600,000,"  and  adds,  "it  is  believed 
that  after  the  heavy  expenditures  required  by  tlie 
public  service  in  the  {.resent  year  shall  have  been 
provided  for,  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  from 
that  or  a  nearly  proximate  rate  of  duty,  will  be 
sulHcient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  government, 
and  leave  a  surplus  to  be  aimually  applied  to  the  gra- 
dual payment  of  the  national  debt,  leaving  the  pro- 
ceeds of  llie  public  lands  to  be  disposed  of  as  con- 
gress shall  see  fit."  I  was  most  happy  that  congress, 
at  the  time,  seemed  entirely  to  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  executive,  and,  anticipating  the 
correctness  of  the  secretary's  conclusions,  and  in 
view  of  an  actual  surplus,  passed  the  distribution 
act  of  the  4th  September  last,  wisely  limiting  its 
operation  by  two  conditions,  having  reference,  lioth 
of  them,  to  a  possible  state  of  the  treasury,  ditie- 
rent  from  tliat  which  had  been  anticipated  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  to  the  paramount  neces- 
sities of  the  public  service. 

It  ordained  that,  "if  at  any  time  during  the  exis- 
tence of  that  act,  there  should  be  an  imposition  of 
duties  on  ininurts  inconsistent  with  the  provision  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1633,  and  beyond  the  rate 
oi  duties  fixed  by  that  act,  to  wit,  20  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  such  imports  or  any  of  them,  then  the  dis- 
tribution should  be  suspended  and  should  continue  so 
suspended,  until  that  cause  should  he  removed."  By 
a  previous  clause  it  had,  in  a  like  spirit  of  wise  and 
cautious  patriotism,  provided  for  another  case  in 
whicn  all  are  even  now  agreed  that  the  proceeds  of 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  should  be  used  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  It  was  enacted  that  the 
Oct  should  continue  and  be  in  force  until  otherwise 
provided  by  law,  unless  the  United  States  should  be- 
come involved  in  war  with  any  foreign  power,  in 
which  event,  from  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
tiie  act  should  be  suspended  until  the  cessation  of 
hostilities. 

Not  long  after  the  opening  of  the  present  session 
of  congress,  the  unprecedented  and  extraordinary 
difficulties  that  have  recently  embarrassed  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country  began  to  assume  a  serious  aspect. 
It  soon  became  quite  evident  that  the  hopes  under 
which  the  act  ot  4th  September  was  passed,  and 
which  alone  juslified  it  in  the  eyes  either  of  con- 
gress who  imposed  or  of  the  executive  who  approv- 
ed the  first  of  the  two  conditions  just  recited,  were 
not  destined  to  be  fulfiled.   Upon  the  pressure,  there- 


fore, of  the  embarrassments  which  had  thus  unex- 
pectedly arisen,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  course  to 
be  pursued  h;id  been  clearly  marked  out  for  the  go- 
vernment by  that  act  itself  The  condition  contem- 
plated in  it,  as  requiring  a  suspension  of  its  operation 
had  occurred.  It  became  necessary,  in  the  opinions 
of  all,  to  raise  the  rate  of  duties  upon  i(nports  above 
20  per  cent.,  and  with  a  view  both  to  provide  avail- 
able means  to  meet  present  exigencies,  and  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  a  successful  negotiation  of  a  loan, 
I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  urge  upon  congress  to 
raise  the  duties  accordingly,  imposing  them  in  a 
spirit  of  wise  discrimination,  for  the  two  fold  ob- 
ject of  affording  ample  revenue  for  the  government, 
and  incidental  protection  to  the  various  branches  of 
domestic  industry.  1  also  pressed,  in  the  most  em- 
phatic but  respectful  language  1  could  employ,  the 
necessity  of  making  the  land  sales  available  to  the 
treasury  as  the  basis  of  pulilic  credit. 

I  did  not  think  that  I  could  stand  excused,  much 
less  justified,  before  the  people  of  the  Unitfed  Slates, 
nor  could  1  reconcile  it  to  myself  to  recommend  the 
imposition  of  additional  taxes  upon  ihem,  without, 
at  the  same  time,  urging  the  employment  of  all  the 
legitimate  means  of  the  government  towards  satisfy- 
ing its  wants.  These  opinions  were  communicated 
in  advance  of  any  definitive  action  of  congress  on 
the  subject  either  of  the  tariff  or  land  sales,  under  a 
high  sense  of  public  duty,  and  in  compliance  with  an 
ex|)ress  injunction  of  the  constitution — so  that  if  a 
collision,  extremely  to  be  deprecated  as  such  colli- 
sions always  are,  has  seemingly  arisen  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches  of  tlie  govern- 
ment, it  has  assuredly  not  been  owing  to  any  capri- 
cious interference,  or  to  any  want  of  a  plain  and 
frank  declaration  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  for- 
mer. Congress  differed  in  its  views  with  those  of 
the  executive,  as  it  had  undoubtedly  a  right  to  do, 
and  passed  a  bill  virtually  for  a  time  repealing  the 
proviso  of  the  act  of  the  4th  September,  1841.  The 
bill  was  returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated, 
with  my  objections  to  its  becoming  a  law.  With  a 
(View  to  prevent,  if  possible,  an  open  disagreement  of 
'opinion  on  a  point  so  important,  I  took  occasion  to 
declare  tliat  I  regarded  it  as  an  indispensable  pre- 
requisite to  an  increase  of  duties  above  20  per  cent. 
Ihat  the  act  of  the  4th  September  should  remain  un- 
repealed in  its  provisions.  My  reasons  for  that  opi- 
nion were  elaborately  set  forth  in  Ihe  message  which 
accompanied  the  return  of  the  bill — which  no  con- 
stitutional majority  appears  to  have  been  found  for 
passing  into  a  law. 

The  bill  which  is  now  before  me  proposes,  in  its 
27th  section,  the  total  repeal  of  one  of  the  provisos 
in  the  act  of  September,  and  while  it  increases  the 
duties  above  20  per  cent.,  directs  an  unconditional 
distribution  of  the  land  proceeds.  I  am  therefore, 
subjected  a  second  time,  in  the  period  of  a  few  davs 
to  the  necessity  of  either  giving  my  approval  to"  a 
measure  which,  in  my  deliberate  judgment,  is  in 
conflict  with  great  public  interests,  or  of  returning 
it  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objec- 
tions. With  all  my  anxiety  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
which  would  replenish  an  exhausted  treasury,  and 
furnish  a  sound  and  healthy  encouragement  to  me- 
chanical  industry,  I  cannot  consent  to  do  so  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country, 
and  the  clearest  convictions  of  public  duty. 

For  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  brought  me 
to  this  conclusion,  I  refer  to  my  previous  messages 
to  congress,  and  briefly  subjoin  the  following: 

1.  The  bill  unites  two  subjecls,  which  so  far  from 
having  any  affinity  to  one  another,  are  wholly  incon- 
gruous in  their  character.  It  is  both  a  revenue  and 
appropriation  bill.  It  thus  imposes  on  the  executive, 
in  the  first  place,  the  necessity  of  either  approving 
that  which  he  would  reject,  or  rejecting  that  which 
he  might  otherwise  approve.  This  is  a  species  of 
constraint  to  which  the  judgment  of  the  executive 
ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  subjected.  But  that 
is  not  my  only  objection  to  the  act  in  its  present 
form.  The  union  of  subjects  wholly  dissimilar  in 
their  character  in  the  same  bill,  it'  it  grew  in-to  a 
practice,  would  not  fail  to  lead  to  consequences  de- 
structive of  all  wise  and  conscientious  legi^tion. 
Various  measures,  each  agreeable  only  to^Hj^all 
minority,  might,  by  being;  thus  united,  and  t^H^re 
the  greater  chance  of  success,  load  to  the  passing  of 
laws,  of  which  no  single  provision  could,  if  standing 
alone,  command  a  majority  in  its  favor. 

•2.  While  the  treasury  is  in  a  state  of  extreme  em- 
barrassment, requiring  every  dollar  which  it  can 
make  available,  and  when  the  government  has  not 
only  to  lay  additional  ta.\e3,  but  to  borrow  money  to 
meet  pressing  demands,  tlie  bill  proposes  to  give 
away  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue — which  is  the 
same  Ihtng  as  raising  money  by  loan  and  taxation — 
nut  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  government,  but  for 
distribution,  a  proceeding  which  1  must  regard  as 
highly  impolitic,  if  not  uaconstitulionul. 


A  brief  review  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
public  finances  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  true  con- 
dition of  the  treasury,  and  exhibit  its  actual  necessi- 
ties. On  the  5th  of  August,  (Friday  last,)  there  was 
in  the  treasury,  m  round  numbers,  $2,150,000 

Necessary  to  be  retained  to  meet 

trust  funds,         -        -        -     $360,000 
Interest  on   public   debt  due   m 

October,  ...        80,000 

To  redeem  treasury  notes  and  pay 

the  interest,        ...       100,000 
Land  distribution,  under  the  act 

of  the  4th  September,  1841,      640.000 

$1:180,000 


Leaving  an  available  amount  of 


$970,000 


The  navy  department  had  drawn  requisitions  on 
the  treasury,  at  that  time,  to  meet  debts  actually  due, 
among  which  are  bills  under  protest  for  $1,414,000, 
thus  leaving  an  actual  deficit  of  $444,000. 

There  was  on  hand  about  $100,000  of  unissued 
treasury  notes,  assisted  by  the  accruing  revenue, 
amounting  to  about  $150,000  per  week,  exclusive  of 
receipts  on  unpaid  bonds,  to  meet  requisitions  for  the 
army  and  the  demands  of  the  civil  list. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  sum  of  $640,000  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  states,  so  soon  as  the  statements 
and  accounts  can  be  made  up  and  completed,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  provisi(»ns  of  the  act  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  of  which  nearly  a  moiely  goes  to  a  few 
stales  and  only  about  $383,000  is  to  he  divided  among 
all  the  states,  while  it  adds  materially  to  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  treasury,  affords  to  the  stales  no  de- 
cided relief. 

No  immediate  relief  from  this  state  of  things  is 
anticipated,  unless,  what  would  most  deeply  be  de- 
plored, the  government  could  be  reconciled  to  the 
negotiation  of  loans  already  authorised  by  law,  at  a 
rate  of  discount  ruinous  in  itself,  and  calculated 
most  seriously  to  affect  the  public  credit.  So  great 
is  the  depression  of  trade,  that  even  if  the  present 
bill  were  to  become  a  law,  and  prove  to  be  produc- 
tive, some  time  would  elapse  before  sufficient  sup- 
plies would  flow  into  the  treasury,  while,  in  the 
meantime,  its  embarrassments  would  be  continually 
augmented  by  the  semi-annual  distribution  of  the 
land  proceeds. 

Indeed,  there  is  but  too  much  ground  to  apprehend 
that  even  if  this  bill  were  permitted  to  become  a  law, 
alienating  as  it  does  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales,  an 
actual  deficit  in  the  treasury  would  occur,  which 
would  more  than  probably  involve  the  necessity  of  a 
result  to  direct  taxation. 

Let  it  be  also  remarked,  that  $5,500,000  of  the 
public  debt  becomes  redeemable  in  about  two  years 
and  a  half,  which,  at  any  sacrifice,  must  be  met, 
while  the  treasury  is  always  liable  to  demands  for 
the  payment  of  outstanding  treasury  notes.  Such 
is  the  gloomy  picture  which  our  financial  depart- 
ment now  presents,  and  which  calls  for  the  exercise 
of  a  rigid  economy  in  the  public  expenditures,  and 
the  rendering  available  of  all  the  means  within  the 
control  of  the  government.  I  most  respectfully  sub- 
mit, whether  this  is  a  time  to  give  away  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  sales,  when  the  public  lands  con- 
stitute a  fund  which,  of  all  others,  may  be  made  most 
useful  in  sustaining  the  public  credit.  Can  the  go- 
vernment be  generous  and  munificent  to  others  when 
every  dollar  it  can  command  is  necessary  to  supply 
its  own  wants?  And  if  congress  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  suHer  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  4th  Sep- 
tember last  to  remain  unrepealed  in  case  the  country 
was  involved  in  war,  is  not  the  necessity  for  such  a 
course  now  just  as  imperative  as  it  would  be  then? 

3.  A  third  objection  remains  to  be  urged,  which 
would  be  sufficient,  in  itself,  to  induce  me  to  return 
the  bill  to  the  house  with  iny  objections.  By  uniting 
two  subjects  so  incongruous  as  tariff  and  distribution, 
it  inevitably  makes  the  fate  of  the  one  dependent 
upon  that  of  the  other  in  future  contests  of  parly. — 
Can  any  thing  be  more  fatal  to  the  merchant  or  ma- 
nufacturer than  such  an  alliance?  What  they  most 
of  all  require  is  a  system  of  moderate  duties,  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  withdraw  the  tariff  question,  as  far  as 
possible,  completely  from  the  arena  of  political  con- 
tention. Their  chief  want  is  permanency  and  sta- 
bility. Such  an  increase  of  the  tarift",  1  believe  to  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  meet  the  economical  expendi- 
tures of  the  government.  Such  an  increase,  made 
in  the  spirit  of  moderation  and  judicious  discrimina- 
tion, would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  entirely  satisfacto- 
ry to  the  great  majority  of  the  American  people. — 
In  the  way  of  accomplishing  a  measure  so  salutary 
and  so  imperatively  demanded  by  every  public  inte- 
rest, the  legislative  department  will  meclwith  a  cor- 
dial co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  executive.  This 
is  all  that  the  manufacturer  can  desire,  and  it  would 
be  a  burden  readily  borne  by  the  people.  But  1  caii- 
Dot  too  earnestly  rejieal,  that  ia  order  to  be  benefi- 
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cial.it  must  be  permanent,  and  in  order  to  be  perma- 
nent, it  must  command  general  acquiescence.  But 
can  such  permanency  be  justly  hoped  for  if  thetaritf 
question  be  coupled  with  that  of  distribution,  as  to 
which  a  serious  conflict  of  opinion  exists  among  the 
states  and  the  people,  which  enlists  in  its  support  a 
bare  majority,  if  indeed  there  be  a  majority,  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress?  What  permanency  or  sta- 
bility can  attach  to  a  measure,  which  warring  upon 
itself,  gives  away  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue  at  the 
moment  it  proposes  a  large  increase  of  taxes  on  the 
people.'  Is  the  manufacturer  prepared  to  stake  him- 
self and  his  interests  upon  such  an  issue.' 

I  know  that  it  is  urged,  but  most  erroneously  in 
my  opinion,  that  instability  is  just  as  apt  to  be  pro- 
duced by  retaining  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of 
revenue  as  from  any  other  cause,  and  this  is  ascrib- 
ed to  a  constant  fluctuation,  as  it  is  said,  in  the 
amount  of  sales.  If  there  were  any  thing  in  this 
objection  it  equally  applies- to  every  imposition  of 
duties  on  imports.  The  amount  of  revenue  annual- 
ly derived  from  duties  is  constantly  liable  to  change. 
The  regulations  of  foreign  governments,  the  varying 
productiveness  of  other  counties,  periods  of  excite- 
ment in  trade,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  circum- 
stances are  constantly  arising  to  affect  the  state  of 
commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  of  consequence 
the  revenue  levied  upon  it.  The  sales  of  the  public 
domain  in  ordinary  times  are  regulated  by  fixed  laws, 
which  have  their  basis  in  a  demand  increasing  only  in 
the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  population.  In  recurring 
to  the  statistics  connected  with  this  subject,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  for  a  period  often  years  preceding  1824, 
the  average  amount  of  land  sales  did  not  exceed 
$2,000,000. 

For  the  increase  which  took  place  in  1834-5  and 
6,  we  are  to  look  to  that  peculiar  condition  of  the 
country  which  grew  out  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary excitements  in  business  and  speculation  that 
have  ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  commerce 
and  currency.  It  was  the  fruit  of  a  wild  spirit  of 
adventure  engendered  by  a  vicious  system  of  cre- 
dits, under  the  evils  of  which  the  country  is  still 
laboring,  and  which  it  is  fondly  hoped  will  not  soon 
recur. 

Considering  the  vast  amount  of  investments  made 
by  private  individuals  in  the  public  lands,  during 
those  three  years,  and  which  equalled  $43,000,000, 
equal  to  more  than  twenty  years  purchase,  taking 
the  average  of  sales  of  the  ten  preceding  years,  it 
may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  result  of  the  pub- 
lic land  sales  can  hold  out  nothing  to  alarm  the  ma- 
nufacturer with  the  idea  of  instability  in  the  reve- 
nues, and  consequently  in  the  course  of  the  govern- 
Under  what  appears  to  me,  therefore,  the  soundest 
considerations  of  public  policy,  and  in  view  of  the  in  • 
terests  of  every  branch  of  domestic  industry,  I  return 
you  the  bill  with  these  my  objections  to  its  becoming 
a  law. 

1  take  occasion  emphatically  to  repeat  my  anx- 
ious desire  to  co-operate  with  congress,  in  the  pass- 
ing of  a  law,  which,  wliile  it  shall  assist  in  supply- 
ing the  wants  of  the  treasury  and  re-establish  pub- 
lic credit,  shall  adbrd  to  tlie  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  country,  all  the  incidental  protection  they  re- 
quire. 

After,  all,  the  effect  of  what  I  do  is  substantially 
to  call  on  congress  to  re-consider  the  subject.  If,  on 
such  reconsideration,  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  both 
houses  should  be  in  favor  of  this  measure,  it  will  be- 
come a  law  notwithstanding  my  objections.  In  a  case 
of  a  clear  and  manifest  error  on  the  part  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  presumption  of  the  constitution  is  thatsucfi 
majorities  will  be  found.  Should  they  be  so  found 
in  this  case,  having  conscientiously  discharged  my 
own  duty,  I  shall  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  result. 
JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  Jli^.  9(A,  1842. 
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In  reply  to  what  Jillfrom  J\Ir.  Holmes,  and  other gentle- 
7nen,  on  Saturday  rtjirf  Monday,  tite  23d  and  2otk  ult. 
during  the.  discussion  of  the  army  bill,  in  allusion  to 
the  reported  agreement  betioeen  the  ministers  of  the  U. 
States  and  Great  Britain  for  a  settlement  of  the  JS"orth 
Eastern  Boundary. 

Mr.  Allen  said  that,  when  the  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration on  a  former  day,  he  had  opposed  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  army  on  national  grounds,  devoted 
though  he  was  to  a  rigid  system  of  economy.  But 
there  are  national  rights  that  must  not  be  put  in  jea- 
pardy.  You  have  an  extensive  tribe  of  Indians  on 
the  western  frontier;  you  have  numerous  forts  and 
fortifications  that  require  some  men  to  keep  them  in 
condition,  and  now  you  have  but  merely  the  nucleus 
of  a  force.  But  there  are  other  considerations  which 
with  me  bear  heavily  on  this  question;  indeed,  I 
should  not  have  risen  to  address  the  committee  at 


this  time  had  it  not  been  for  the  allusions  which  have 
been  made  to  the  supposed  terms  of  settlement  of  a 
question  deeply  interesting  to  my  constituents,  to  the 
citizens  of  the  state,  as  well  as  to  every  one  of  her 
representatives.  I  regret,  (said  Mr.  A.)  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  .Iohnson,)  that  the 
subject  has  been  brought  into  this  debate  before  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  or  the  principles  of  the  adjust- 
ment are  made  known  to  us.  Still  its  introduction 
now  may  not  be  without  its  benefit.  However,  sir, 
here  it  is,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  discuss  this 
subject  of  our  territorial  rights,  at  all  times  and  on 
all  occasions  so  deeply  interesting  and  momentous  to 
that  generous  and  brave  people,  who  have  shown  a 
determination  to  defend  their  rights  against  foreign 
aggression  by  the  best  evidence  that  men  can  give  of 
the  sincerity  of  their  purposes;  and  that  is,  by  leav- 
ing their  happy  homes  in  mid-winter,  and  rallying 
with  arms  under  the  flag  of  the  state  to  defend  their 
soil  from  foreign  invasion.  A  large  portion  of  the 
territory  involved  in  dispute  is  within  the  bounds  of 
my  district,  and  the  committee  must  be  aware  that  it 
has  great  interest  for  me.  Why  is  it  that  gentlemen 
who  live  in  remote  sections  of  the  Union  have  such 
peculiar  interest  in  our  rights  at  this  time,  and  have 
looked  on  so  complacently  amid  all  'he  neglect  we 
have  suffered,  when  they  have  known  that  our  citi- 
zens had  been  arrested  in  former  times  and  lodged  in 
dismal  prisons;  that  the  territory  we  claim  was  in 
British  occupancy;  that  our  forests  were  devastated 
by  foreigners?  Still  it  is  better  late  than  never;  and 
I  hope  they  will  bear  in  mind  that,  in  any  future 
contingencies,  we  shall  expect  that  their  patriotism 
and  high  sense  of  national  honor  will  be  put  in  ex- 
ercise for  these  very  rights,  and  that  they  will  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  us  in  defending  the  old  line 
of  1783,  if  a  settlement  is  not  made  satisfactory  to 
the  nation.  The  course  of  the  general  government 
in  relation  to  this  question  is  well  known;  and  no 
man  can  say  that  Maine  has  not  exhibited  all  the 
forbearance  to  the  Union  and  consideration  to  the 
wishes  of  her  sister  states  that  she  could  do  consist- 
ently with  the  determined  and  resolute  maintenance 
of  her  rights  Mr.  .Stevenson,  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
Palmerston,  alluding  to  the  course  of  Maine,  when 
her  citizens  took  the  field  to  defend  their  rights,  very 
justly  remarks  that— 

"In  exercising,  then,  the  rights  of  self-defence  un- 
der a  state  of  things  certainly  equally  atid  mutually 
to  be  lamented  by  both  governments,  it  is  not  per- 
ceived how  the  responsibility  of  any  collision  which 
might  have  ensued  can  rightfully  attach  to  Maine.  | 
To  regard  these  proceedings  in  any  other  light  than  : 
defensive,  would  be  doing  injustice  not  only  to  the  I 
government  of  Maine,  but  to  the  patience  with  which  \ 
its  people  have  endured,  and  the  moderation  with 
which  they  have  sought,  in  the  vindication  of  what  [ 
they  believed  to  be  their  just  rights,  to  guard  against 
collision  or  disagreements  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. These  are  the  observations  which,  in  justice 
to  the  people  and  authorities  of  Maine,  the  under- 
signed has  felt  it  his  duty  to  make." 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  (said  Mr.  A.)  to  declare 
that  on  this  great  question  of  the  integrity  of  our  ter- 
ritory the  spirit  of  party  has  not  been  suffered  to  ex- 
ert an  influence.  Our  people  have  considered  it  a 
question  higher  and  holier  than  any  of  a  partisan 
character.  We  have  viewed  it  as  a  question  in  which 
the  destinies  of  the  whole  republic  were  involved, 
and  the  spirit  of  party  has  fallen  rebuked  amid  the  no- 
ble and  patriotic  considerations  which  have  guided 
our  course.  I  feel  proud  of  our  people  for  this  mani- 
lestation  of  patriotic  feeling;  it  will  sustain  any  go- 
vernment amidst  any  trials.  This  is  not  the  occa- 
sion or  the  subject  for  the  demagogue,  and  whoever 
attempts  to  mould  it  for  such  purposes,  will  find  lit- 
tle response  from  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen.  It 
is  too  momentous,  too  serious  for  any  other  senti- 
ment than  the  holiest  devotion  to  republican  free- 
dom, to  thepurest  love  of  our  national  rights,  and 
the  highesfllnse  of  duty  which  the  country  can  de- 
mand of  us;  its  honor,  its  happiness,  and  peace,  are 
associated  with  its  result;  and  all  I  ask  of  the  execu- 
tive or  of  congress  is  to  let  their  acts  conform  to  the 
noble  spirit  which  has  characterised  the  people  of 
Maine,  and  I  will  hazard  the  cor>sequences  either  to 
herself  or  the  nation. 

It  is  not  strange  that  we  should  have  been  zealous 
in  the  assertion'of  our  rights,  for  the  soil  is  conse- 
crated to  us  by  the  associations  that  are  necessarily 
connected  with  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  believing  as 
we  do  that  the  title  is  clearly  and  indisputably  ours, 
it  would  have  been  strange  if  it  had  not  combined  in 
its  support  the  whole  people.  The  course  they  have 
taken  on  this  question  will  commend  itself  to  the 
whole  country.  Indeed,  we  should  have  been  justi- 
ed  at  times,  when  the  action  of  the  general  govern- 
ment is  examined,  and  considering  its  constitutional 
obligations  to  protect  and  maintain  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  state,  if  we  had  been  less  regardful  in  former 


times  of  ^'embarrassing  the  administration."  I  cannot 
revert  to  some  incidents  which  have  transpired  in 
the  progress  of  this  question  without  deep  emotion; 
and  it  strikes  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  should  ope- 
rate on  the  administration  of  public  affairs  hereafter 
as  a  precedent;  that  greater  energy  and  decision  is 
necessary  in  conducting  national  controversies.  The 
question  has  become  more  and  more  involved,  and 
more  difficult  of  adjustment;  and  here  the  people  of 
Maine  demand  now  a  decision,  ere  it  is  lost  m  deep- 
er labyrinths.  Even  when  congress  had  ordered  a 
survey  for  a  military  road,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  se- 
cretary of  state,  said: 

"That  although  this  government  could  feel  no 
difficulty  in  the  exercise  of  what  it  deems  an  unques- 
tionable right,  and  could  not  allow  itself  to  be  re- 
strained by  the  protest  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
New  Brunswick,  yet,  as  a  further  proof  of  the  spirit 
of  amity,  Ibrbearance.  and  concialiation  which  the 
president  is  desirous  of  cultivating  between  the  two 
governments,  he  has  decided  to  postpone  for  the  pre- 
sent the  exercise  of  the  authority  vested  in  him  by 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  laid  out  a  military  road,"  &c. 

At  a  certain  period  the  legislature  of  Maine  in- 
corporated the  town  of  Madawaska,  and  the  persons 
acting  under  the  authority  were  arrested  and  impri- 
soned; and,  instead  of  enforcing  their  release,  as  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  have  done,  they 
represented  that  it  was  the  action  of  certain  "ill  ad- 
vised persons;"  and  Mr.  Livingston,  in  his  communi- 
cation to  the  governor,  uses  the  following  language, 
v/hieh  should  have  been  met  with  indignant  energy, 
and  would  have  been  by  the  present  executive  of 
Maine: 

"The  first  extract  from  your  letter,  which  I  com- 
municated in  mine  to  Mr.  Bankhead,  gave  the  presi- 
dent reason  to  believe,  as  I  expressed  myself,  that 
the  election  meetings  at  ?.Iadawaska  loere  unautho- 
rized, as  they  were  clearly  a  breach  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  British  minister.  *  *  The  call  for 
his  protection  to  the  citizens  of  your  state  who  have 
been  arrested  in  consequence  of  those  proceedings, 
and  for  repelling  what  you  consider  as  an  invasion  of 
your  state,  would  have  called  for  very  different  measures 
if  the  first  departure  from  the  understanding  between 
the  two  governments  had  not  proceeded  from  the 
persons  who  have  been  arrested;  and  if  the  authori- 
ty exercised  recently  by  the  government  of  New 
Brunswick  had  been  in  a  settlement  which,  at  the 
time  of  the  arrangement,  was  not  de  facto  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  British.  As  the  case  is,  however, 
the  president  cannot  consider  the  continuance  of  the 
occupation  by  the  officers,  civil  or  military,  of  the 
British  province  as  an  invasion;  but  will  take  all 
proper  measures  to  procure  the  release  of  the  ill-ad- 
vised persons  who  have  been  the  cause  of  the  distur- 
bance." 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  J.  R.  Itj- 
gersoll)  inquires  if  the  general  government  did  not 
refund  the  amount  paid  to  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Gree- 
ly?  True,  they  did;  but  they  did  not  redress  the  in- 
juries inflicted  on  those  citizens  by  their  imprison- 
ment, nor  the  disgrace  that  attached  to  the  union  by 
suffering  it  to  be  done  with  impunity.  One  was  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  the  state,  and  the  other 
under  the  authority  of  the  union,  and  the  sovereign- 
ty of  each  was  assailed  and  disgraced  by  submission 
to  such  injuries,  and  the  administration  of  that  day 
seemed  to  congratulate  itself  that  a  pardon  was 
granted.  Where,  then,  was  this  especial  interest  for 
our  rights  and  honor?  I  will  not  disinter,  in  detail, 
the  difiereiit  efforts  made  to  settle  this  dispute.  One 
was  somewhat  distinguished,  and  which  the  state  re- 
pudiated, and  that  was,  that  she  should  receive  lands 
in  Michigan  in  lieu  of  her  rights.  The  contracting 
parties  to  this  arrangement  were  the  cabinet  of 
Gen.' Jackson  on  the  one  part,  and  certain  commis- 
sioners from  Maine  on  the  other.  This  arrangement 
seems  especially  to  have  been  prompted  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  June 
3, 1S32,  in  these  words: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  senate  advise  the  president  to 
open  a  new  negotiation  with  his  Britannic  majesty's 
government,  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  boundary 
between  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  and 
those  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  northeastern  frontier 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783." 

At  a  later  period  the  executive  of  the  U.  States 
desired  Maine  to  clothe  it  with  unlimited  power  for 
fixing  a  new  and  conventional  line,  in  lieu  of  the 
treaty  pending.  In  the  same  communication  to  the 
governor  of  Maine,  Mr.  Forsyth  holds  the  following 
language: 

"Whilst  the  obligations  of  the  federal  government 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  effect  a  settlement  of  this 
boundary  are  fully  recognised  on  its  part,  it  has,  in 
the  event  of  its  being  unable  to  do  so  specifically,  by 
mutual  consent,  no  other  means  to  accomplish  the 
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object  amicably  than  by  another  arbitration,  or  a 
commission,  witli  an  umpire,  m  the  nature  of  an  ar- 
bitration. In  the  contingency  of  all  olher  measures 
failing,  the  president  will  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  sub- 
mit another  proposition  to  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  to  refer  the  decision  of  the  question  to  a  third 
party." 

And  Maine,  in  reply,  expressed  her  views  in  the 
following  resolutions: 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  give  the  as- 
sent of  this  state  to  the  federal  government  to  treat 
•with  that  of  Great  Britain  for  a  conventional  line 
for  our  northeastern  boundary,  but  that  this  state 
will  insist  on  the  line  established  by  the  treaty  of  se- 
venteen hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Resolved,  That,  as  this  state  has  never  heretofore 
given  her  consent  to  the  appointment  of  an  umpire 
under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen,  but  has  protested  against  the  same,  and  as 
she  believes  it  to  be  a  grave  question  whether  the 
provision  in  the  treaty  for  this  purpose  has  not  done 
its  office,  and  is  therefore  no  longer  in  force,  she  is 
not  now  prepared  to  give  her  assent  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  arbiter." 

Nothing,  then, of  a  serious  moment  transpired,  till 
the  ditficijities  of  1839,  when  encroachments  were 
made  upon  our  territory,  and  extensive  trespasses 
upon  our  forests,  and  the  land  agent  of  Maine,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  on  this  territory,  was  arrested 
by  British  authority,  and  conveyed  to  a  British  jail. 
It  was  under  circumstances  of  bold  aggression  by 
the  provincials  that  the  troops  of  our  state  were  or- 
dered to  take  possession  of  the  territory  and  defend 
it.  And  there  never  was  a  better  exemplification  of 
the  energy  of  a  people  tlian  was  exhibited  on  that 
occasion.  The  general  government  then  interfered, 
fearing  a  general  war  would  be  the  consequence  of 
the  determined  resolution,  but  what  was  admitted  to 
be  the  imperative  duty,  of  our  citizens.  And  under 
the  auspices  of  General  Scott,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  eastern  military  division,  and  who  act- 
ed under  the  direct  and  positive  orders  of  Mr.  Van 
Burcn,  an  arrangement  was  made,  by  which  Maine 
was  to  withdraw  her  troops,  who  had,  in  midwinter, 
gallantly  marched  to  the  theatre  of  invasion;  but 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  very  territory,  north  of  the 
St.  John's,  was  left  in  British  possession.  This  was 
submitted  to  with  the  deepest  reluctance  by  thesame 
legislature  that  directed  the  executive  ol  the  state  to 
order  out  the  troops  in  her  defence.  They  were  the 
advocates  of  a  decisive  and  onward  course,  and  if 
their  judgment  had  influenced  the  councils  of  the 
union,  1  doubt  not  an-  adjustment  would  have  soon 
been  made.  But  with  the  same  patriotic  devotion  to 
the  union;  and  the  same  regard  to  the  wishes  of  her 
sister  states,  which  has  always  marked  her  charac- 
ter, she  gave  a  reluctant  assent  to  the  arrangement, 
with  the  fullest  assurance  that  the  general  govern- 
ment would  bring  tlie  suljject  to  an  immediate  issue; 
but  in  that  she  has  been  disappointed, and  it  has  been 
suffered  to  rest  quietly  until  this  late  cttort  at  nego- 
tiation. During  this  period  British  troops  have  been 
stationed  on  this  territory,  and  it  is  now,  I  am  told, 
guarded  by  a  line  of  military  posts. 

On  a  former  occasion  I  referred  to  this  condition 
of  things,  but  it  did  not  then  excite  the  sensitive  ho- 
nor of  gentlemen;  but  Ihcy  are  now  aroused  upon  a 
suspicion;  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Holmes),  "thinks  that  there  is  something  wrong 
somewhere;  whether  it  was  in  the  treaty  itself,  or  in 
the  apprehensions  of  those  concerned  in  its  ratifica- 
tion, he  knew  not."  He  could  feel,  however,  "that 
a  storm  was  brewing;  and  I  hope  the  prophecy  of 
the  gentleman  will  prove  "that  there  is  a  storm 
brewing;"  for  after  it  there  is  always  a  clear  sky,  a 
better  atmosphere.  No  excitement  when  your  ter- 
ritory is  iu  possession  of  the  enemy;  but  upon  suspi- 
cion upon  a  rumor  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the 
patriotism  of  gentlemen  is  wonderfully  aroused. — 
Why  is  it'  Can  a  political  prejudice  be  aroused? — 
"Let  no  man  apply  this  flattering  unction  to  his  soul." 
An  agreement  by  a  conventional  line,  or  in  any  other 
mode  but  the  running  the  line  according  to  the  trea- 
ty of  1783,  has  always  met  with  opposition  with  us; 
and  this  effort  at  a  settlement  has  been  acquiesced  in 
by  the  people,  from  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the 
general  government,  and  from  an  ardent  desire  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  her  sister  states.  We  ask  no  fa- 
vors in  this  business.  If  settled,  the  sacrifice  is  on 
our  part,  and  made  from  the  purest  national  feeling 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  union.  So  far  as  Maine 
is  concerned,  she  would  rather  have  her  own  terri- 
tory bounded  by  the  ancient  land-marks;  and  if  she 
waives  any  of  her  rights,  it  is  from  regard  to  others, 
for  no  equivalent  can  be  satisfactory  unless  it  is  con- 
secrated by  the  strong  wishes  of  our  sister  states.— 
It  is  for  you  to  influence  this  decision.  Maine  has 
done  her  whole  duty,  and  generously;  and  if  thjp  ef- 
(brt  is  fruitless,  xjour  patriotlim,  although  on  thissub- 
jtct  aroused  at  a  late  day,  will  not  permit  any  olher 


power  to  desecrate  our  soil,  and  it  will  give  the  brave 
soldiers  of  Maine  rich  satisfaction  to  welcome  their 
brothers  in  arms  from  distant  states,  and  march  with 
them  to  the  northern  line,  and  there  raise  the  "stars 
and  stripes"  of  the  union  on  the  highlands  that  di- 
vide the  waters  that  empty  into  the  Atlantic  from 
those  that  fall  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  there  main- 
tain it  as  on  holy  ground.  I  will  answer  for  Maine, 
that,  if  ever  she  is  driven  to  extremities  again,  she 
will  not  lay  down  her  arms  as  long  as  the  north  star 
directs. 

That  gentlemen  should  advert  in  advance  to  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  cither  that  it  embraced  within 
itself  terms  disadvantageous  to  Maine,  as  it  was  inti- 
mated on  Saturday,  or  in  giving  to  her  and  Massa- 
chusetts equivalents  of  unreasonable  value,  as  was 
feared  to-day,  is  at  least  a  reflection  by  implication 
on  the  commissioners  as  well  as  the  executive  of  the 
nation.  Those  from  Maine  were  appointed  by  the 
legislative  power  of  the  state — both  of  tfiem  have 
held  high  and  responsible  positions  in  the  political 
parties  to  which  they  belong,  having  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  people  for  their  public  services  as  well 
as  private  worth.  They  know  full  well  the  tone  and 
temper  of  the  people  they  represent  on  this  great 
question,  and  I  shall  wait  with-  entire  confidence  till 
its  terms  are  made  known,  not  doubting  that  the  ho- 
nor of  the  union  is  preserved;  and  if  Maine  has 
yielded  in  her  rights,  it  has  been  done  as  a  sacrifice 
on  the  altar  of  the  country.  But  if  the  country  do 
not  receive  the  concessions  in  the  same  patriotic 
spirit  in  which  they  are  made,  why  she  has  discharg- 
ed her  duty,  and  if  serious  consequences  should  en- 
sue, she  holds  herself  guiltless;  for  all  that  she  ev»r 


of  the  subject,  and  a  firm  conviction  in  the  misd  o' 
the  president  that  the  interests  of  both  countries,  as 
well  as  the  interests  of  the  two  states  more  immedi- 
ately concerned,  require  a  prompt  effort  to  bring  the 
dispute  to  an  end;"  and  he  therefore  "expresses  an 
earnest  hope  that  the  governor  will  convene  the  le- 
gislature of  Maine,  and  submit  the  subject  to  its 
grave  and  candid  deliberation." 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  Maine  was  addressed,  and 
her  executive  felt  it  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the 
people  of  the  state  and  the  union  to  convene  the  le- 
gislature for  the  purpose.  And  it  is  but  justice  to 
him  to  say,  that  his  communication  to  that  body  was 
characterized  by  the  same  devotion  to  the  interest 
and  honor  of  the  state,  as  was  his  fearless  and  noble 
conduct  when,  in  a  former  year  of  his  administra- 
tion, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  out  the  troops  to  repel 
encroachments  on  our  territory.  The  course  of  the 
legislature  is  well  known  to  you.  They  responded 
to  the  sentiment  of  the  general  government,  and  ap- 
pointed commissioners  "fully  empowered  to  confer 
with  the  authorities  thereof  upon  a  conventional  line, 
or  line  by  agreement,  with  its  terms,  conditions,  con- 
siderations and  equivalents,  with  an  understanding 
that  no  such  line  should  be  agreed  upon  without  the 
assent  of  such  commissioners." 

Well,  the  negotiation  has  been  going  on,  and  "it  is 
rumored,"  says  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Holmes),  "that  the  result  is  especially  palata- 
ble to  Maine."  If  it  is,  it  is  the  first  thing  palatable 
which  has  ever  been  administered  to  her  on  this 
question.  This  seems  to  be  a  different  rumor  from 
that  announced  in  the  house  on  Saturday.  Whatever 
the  result  may  be,  let  me  assure  gentlemen  that  no 


did  ask  was  her  acknowledged  rights,  and  give  her  .  result  can  suit  us  so  well  as  for  the  government  to 
these,  and  she  will  rejoice.  Her  desire  has  been  to  j  run  the  line  according  to  the  treaty  of  1783,and  there 
consult  the  wishes  of  the  union,  but  if  she  has  mis- ,  plant  the  American  standard.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
taken  their  sentiments,  she  asks  that  the  union  shall  j  Intimate  as  if  we  wished  a  sort  of  traffic  on  this  sub- 
do  her  duty  in  throwing  around  her  the  shield  of  the  je^-t.  Let  me  tell  them  that  we  have  come  here  at 
constitution.  I  might  speak  of  the  commissioners  ,  {(jgii- solicitation,  and  against  our  wishes,  when  act- 
from  the  old  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  the  j  jng  independently  of  the  necessary  connexion  of  other 
.same  high  terms  as  those  from  our  own  state.  Her ;  gj^tes  and  of  the  union.  We  came  up  here  with 
honor  is  safe  in  their  hands,  and  her  people  will ;  ijieeding  hearts,  expecting  to  make  a  sacrifice  on  the 
have  no  fears  that  the  old  states  will  receive  a  blot:  altar  of  our  country  for  the  common  interest.  It  is 
upon  her  noble  history.  Never  in  the  annals  of  the  '  ^  sacrifice  to  us,  whatever  may  be  the  equivalent,  to 
country,  so  far  as  we  have  known  the  progress  of :  jpave  the  old  line  of  1783  and  take  any  other.  We 
our  foreign  negotiations,  has  the  conduct  of  the  exe- 1  have  been  called  upon  by  the  country  at  large,  and 
cutive  commanded  higher  admiration.  No  state  pa-  by  many  of  the  legislatures  of  the  union,  in  the  same 
per,  on  national  questions,  has  emanated  from  the  1  gpifji  gg  ihe  following  resolution,  from  the  state  of 
department  of  state,  but  what  of  itself  would  have!  Alabama; 

given  its  author  a  high  reputation  for  transcendant  "That  the  question  of  the  northeastern  boundary 
ability  and  that  spirit  of  patriotism  that  looked  to!  concerns  the  whole  union,  and  is  not  one  local  in  its 
the  high  purpose  of  our  institutions,  and  to  their  pro-'  character  to  the  state  of  Maine,  although  she  is  con- 
gress and  destiny  as  allied  with  the  rights  and  liber-  fessedly  more  interested  than  any  other  in  its  adjust- 
ties  of  all  mankind.  It  is,  however,  v\'hat  we  had  j  ^lent;  and  that,  for  the  reason  here  set  forth,  it  is  the 
reason  to  expect  from  such  intellectual  endowments, !  jujy  of  the  state  of  Maine  to  trust  the  decision  of  the 
rarely  bestowed,  and  from  a  love  of  country  render- 1  matter  to  the  councils  of  the  union,  and  abide  there- 
ed  dear  by  the  birth  of  his  ancestry,  and  by  the  no- ;  \jy^  whatever  it  may  finally  be,  whether  exactly  con- 
ble  principles  on  which  our  system  of  government  j  gi'^jent  with  her  wishes  or  not.  If  congress  says  go 
is  based.  Our  national  annals  are  rich  with  his  ef- 1  (g  ,yar,  we  will  cheerfully  obey  the  mandate,  but  we 
forts  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  "liberty  and  un- !  siiould  deeply  regret  to  sec  the  state  of  Maine  take 
ion,"  and  render  them,  "now  and  forever,  one  and  ^ny  rash  step,  which  might  tend  to  plunge  her  sister 
inseparable."  |  states  into  war,  more  through  mere  feeling  and  sym- 

Why,  then,  this  apprehension.'  It  comes  at  a  late  ;  pathy  than  from  deliberate  choice  and  determination 
day,  and  "upon  suspicion."     I  question  no  man's  mo- ;  ^n  their  part." 

tives,  but  if  ever  there  was  an  affair  which  had  the  j  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  one  of  the  ftpresentatives 
appearance  of  being  done  to  excite  some  factious  pre- 1  of  ti,at  state,  let  me  declare  to  you  that  this  is  a  sub- 
judice,  it  is  this.  It  may,  perhaps,  appear  more  pal-  j  jgct  which  has  too  long  absorbed  the  public  mind  in 
pable  to  me;  for,  in  the  discussion  of  this  question  in  i  jV]aine.  She  has  suffered  too  much  and  too  long  to 
our  own  state,  no  such  spirit  is  ever  suffered  to  have  g„)3n,it  to  any  mere  trifling.  No  gasconading,  no 
an  influence,  and  it  will  meet  its  rebuke  in  the  public  ghow  of  chivalry,  nothing  but  the  practical  illustra- 
niind.  j  tion  of  heroism — no  empty  resolutions,  will  hereafter 

This  is  a  slight  sketch  of  its  progress,  when  the ;  satisfy  her.  And  the  Rubicon  is  not  yet  passed.— 
present  national  executive,  desirous  that  our  foreign  j  Tlie  treaty  is  not  yet  ratified,  nor  signed  either,  as  it 
difficulties  should  be  speedily  adjusted,  and,  I  doubt;  is  rumored.  And  the  citizens  of  Maine,  so  far  as 
not,  feeling  sensible  that  longer  delay  was  fraught  j  they  are  concerned,  never  desired  the  government  to 
with  great  embarrassments,  addressed  a  communica-  [  take  any  other  course  than  to  defend  the  line  which 
tion  to  the  governor  of  Maine,  informing  him  "that!  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  one.  Let  us  have, 
Lord  Ashbuiton,  a  minister  plenipotentiary  and  spe-1  then,  a  fair  understanding  in  this  matter,  for  the  plot 
cial  from  Great  Britain,  had  arrived  at  the  seat  of]  thickens;  and  if  all  these  attempts  at  setUement  fail 
government  of  the  United  States,  andJhat,  in  re-  now— and  it  is  for  the  treaty  making  power  to  de- 
gard  to  the  boundary  question,  he  had  omcially  an- 1  cide,  but  that  will  doubtless  be  influenced,  as  it  ought 
nounced  to  the  government  at  Waehington  that  he ,  on  this  subject,  by  the  popular  will— why  then  the 
was  authorised  to  treat  for  a  conventional  line,  or  ground  that  Maine  assumes,  so  far  as  another  arbi- 
line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  ;  tration  is  concerned,  is  expressed  m  the  following  re- 
with  such  mutual  considerations  and   equivalents   as!  solution: 

may  be  thought  just  and  equitable,"  and  inviting  the  "  Resolved  by  I  lie  house  of  represenlatives.  That  the  un- 
co-operation of  the  governments  of  Maine  and  Mas- ,  questionable  right  of  this  slate  to  the  whole  of^lhc 


sachusetti  in  an  endeavor  to  terminate  this  long  pend- 
ing controversy." 

Mr.  Webster  remarks,  in  the  same  communication, 
that  "the  opinion  of  this  government  upon  the  justice 
and  validity  of  the  American  claim  has  been  expres- 
sed at  so  many  times,  and  in  so  many  forms,  that  a 
repetition  of  that  opinion  is  not  necessary.  But  tlie 
subject  is  a  subject  in  dispute.  The  government  has 
agreed  to  make  it  matter  of  reference  and  arbitra- 
tion, unless  another  mode  for  settling  the  controver- 
sy should  be  resorted  to,  with  the  hope  of  producing 


territory  embraced  within  her  limits,  as  described  by 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  ought  ncverto  ha\ebeen  submitted 
to  arbitration;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  to 
consent  to  another  arbitration  would  be  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  riglits  and  interests  of  Maine^" 

The  course  which  she  has  taken  has  been  out  of 
regard  to  the  union,  disregarding  with  [jatriotic  spi- 
rit'every  consideration  of  self  No  man  Ironi  Maine, 
1  will  venture,  asks  a  ratification,  and  if  other  mem- 
bers of  the  union  think  she  is  too  generous,  or  gets  an 


a  speedy  decision."    lie  adds,  "that  the  importance  eijuivalent  which   they  deem  too  great,  the  decision 
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is  with  them,  not  with  ns.  And  whatever  it  may  be, 
]et  there  be  no  misunderstandins;  and  I  speak  it  in 
no  spirit  of  bravado,  bul  declare  that  we  have  done 
all  that  in  honor  we  can  do,  and  now  demand  of  you 
to  take  military  possession  of  that  territory,  and  dis- 
lodt;etlie  British  troops  which  now  hold  it. 

You  have  borne  too  long,  for  the  honor  of  your 
country,  this  encroachment,  and  it  must  cease  either 
by  one  course  or  the  other.  Remember  that  you  are 
bound  to  march  with  us,  and  we  will  furnish  you 
with  northern  troops  that  will  neither  tire  nor  faint, 
and  that  we  will  prove  by  their  conduct,  as  they 
have  done  in  the  two  great  struggles  for  freedom, 
that  their  enlistment  is  during  the  war,  and  their  arms  are 
never  to  be  luid  down  till  the  rights  of  ^imerica  are  fiilUj 
restored,  and  the  flag  of  your  country  waves  in  Iriiunph 
on  the  old  treaty  tine. 


DEBATE  IN  SENATIi,  JULY  21,  1842. 

From  the  Js^ational  Intelligencer- 

Mr.  Cahiol'n  presented  a  petition  for  free  trade, 
and  against  the  protective  policy,  from  citizens  of 
Middlesex  county,  Virginia.  It  argues  the  theoreti- 
cal question  like  a  professor  of  political  economy, 
and  appeals  to  the  authority  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  his 
Zanesville  letter,  which  letter  Mr.  Calhoun  called 
on  the  secretary  to  read,  after  the  petition. 

Mr.  Calboun  then  went  on  to  comment  on  the  let- 
ter, insisting  that  it  pledged  both  General  H.  and 
those  who  supported  him  to  the  preservation  of  the 
compromise  act.  He  appealed  to  the  whigs  to  main- 
tain the  doctrines  of  that  distinguished  citizen,  the 
favorite  of  their  party,  and  so  much  the  object  of 
their  regret. 

Mr.  Ckitte.n'den  remarked  that  the  object  of  this 
proceeding  was  clearly  to  hold  up  to  the  country  an 
authority  which  the  senator  and  his  friends  had  done 
every  thuig  in  their  power  to  discredit.  He  could 
not  understand  how  one  who  had  played  the  sena- 
tor's part  as  to  the  illustrious  person  in  queslion 
should  now,  with  such  parade,  come  here  to  exhibit 
his  opinions,  and  teach  his  friends  how  to  interpret 
and  revere  them.  Has  the  senator  always  taught 
this  respect  for  the  doctrines  of  General  Harrison.^ 
When  did  he  erect  that  virtuous  patriot  into  an  ora- 
cle, or  assume  to  be  the  expounder  of  his  opinions? 
Has  he,  as  such,  gone  to  the  quarter  where  those 
opinions  have  most  need  to  be  enforced,  and  where 
tlie  senator  himself  would  be  most  gladly  listened  to? 
Has  he  gone  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
reminded  him  of  Gen.  Harrison's  opinion  as  to  the 
distribution  bill,  and  taught  him  how  solemnly  he 
was  bound  to  ratify  that  act,  in  conformity  with  the 
views  to  which  his  great,  his  lamented  predecessor 
was  so  distinctly  pledged?  Is  it  only  thus  by  parcels, 
and  according  to  his  own  convenience,  that  he  is  to 
challenge  adherence  to  the  opinions  of  Gen.  Harri- 
son? He,  sir,  of  all  others,  has  the  least  right  to  ad- 
vert, as  he  has  just  done,  to  the  doctrines  of  Gen. 
Harrison,  or  of  any  other  whig.  The  opinions  of 
the  late  president  he  struggled  to  the  utmost  to  bring 
into  reproach,  wherever  he  himself  had  adherents, 
doing  all  that  in  him  lay  to  keep  them  down;  and 
now,  when  the  noble,  the  true-hearted  old  man  is  in 
his  grave,  and  every  whig  hope  and  all  whig  coun- 
sels with  him,  the  senator  comes  with  this  posthu- 
mous respect  to  tell  its  of  the  deferential  regard  to 
which  the  authority  of  General  Harrison  is  entitled! 
This  is  now  the  style  of  those  who,  a  little  while  ago, 
spoke  of  the  great  contest  of  1840,  as  "the  coonskin 
war!''  These  are  they  who  are  now  to  instruct  us 
what  Gen.  Harrison  said,  and  how  it  was  to  be  con- 
strued. With  a  sentence  here  and  a  sentence  there, 
plucked  from  the  context  of  letters  and  speeches, we, 
the  friends  of  Harrison,  are  now  to  be  told  by  his 
enemies  what  we  are  to  think,  and  what  we  are  to 
do,  not  that  his  opinions  or  his  measures  may  be  ad- 
vanced, but  those  of  the  men  who  derided  the  form- 
er, and  fought  and  are  fighting  against  the  latter. 

There  miglit,  in  all  this,  have  been  some  little 
more  of  decency,  some  little  more  of  candor,  if 
these  gentlemen,  and  that  senator  at  their  head,  had 
ever,  when  the  present  chief  magistrate  was  leaning 
to  counsels  the  most  opposite  to  the  pledges  of  which 
they  now  speak,  approached  him — the  deliberate  vio- 
lator of  those  pledges — to  remind  him  of  them,  as 
they  were  now  blind  enough  to  do  those  who  respect- 
ed and  were  true  to  them.  Him,  they  had  contribu- 
ted all  they  could  to  mislead  from  the  very  princi- 
ples for  which  they  now  pretended  such  respect. 
They  had  misled  him  by  every  art  they  could  prac- 
tise, to  delude  him  without  entangling  themselves. 
And  now  they,  the  friends  and  encouragers  of  who- 
ever will  betray  whig  principles  and  measures,  come 
graciously  to  enlighten,  nay  admonish  us,  as  to  what 
Gen.  Harrison  thought. 

But,  sir,  what  does  General  H.  say,  in  that  Zanes- 
ville letter,  that  has  not  been  often  repeated  on  this 


floor,  and  especially  by  him  whom  no  rule  of  this 
body  can  forbid  me  to  style,  as  he  is,  my  honorable, 
my  illustrious  predecessor?  All  have  here  testified 
a  like  desire  to  preserve  the  compromise  act;  nay, 
have  sustained  it,  when  assailed  by  the  very  party 
with  whom  the  senator  now  acts.  All  have  heUi  for 
it  the  highest  respect  that  can  well  be  paid  to  a 
merely  legislative  act,  appealing  strongly  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  whole  country,  as  a  measure  the  most 
patriotic  in  its  aim,  the  wisest  in  its  adaptation  to  the 
conjuncture,  the  happiest  in  what  it  accomplished. 
As  a  law,  all  assent  to  the  duty  of  respecting  it,  un- 
til some  overruling  public  necessity,  such  as  has 
now  arisen,  compels  us  to  resort  to  other  measures, 
suited  to  this,  as  that  was  to  its  own  conjuncture. 

On  the  gentleman's  appeal  to  Gen.  Harrison's  au- 
thority, he  would  only  add,  that  it  came  with  an  ex- 
ceeding ill  grace  from  a  quarter  where  that  honora- 
ble name  had  hardly  ever  been  treated  with  the 
smallest  decency.  The  attempt  thus  to  turn  a  man- 
gled letter,  by  the  art  of  misconstruction,  into  an 
evidence  of  what  the  patriotic  purposes  of  the  wri- 
ter and  his  good  sense  would  have  entirely  forbidden, 
was  a  thing  worthier  of  the  hustings  than  of  the  se- 
nate; and,  as  for  the  advice  or  admonition  to  the 
whigs,  it  was  as  superserviceable  as  the  interpreta- 
tion of  Gen.  Harrison  was  superficial. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  it  would,  indeed,  (changing  his 
tone,)  be  extremely  absurd,  were  he  to  offer  the 
opinions  he  had  cited  as  one  advocating  them  or  pro- 
fessing a  general  admiration  of  him  from  whom  they 
came.  He  had  no  idea  of  propounding  them,  except 
as  of  acknowledged  authority  to  the  whigs.  Mr.  C.  then 
proceeded  to  argue,  from  the  Zanesville  letter,  that 
if  Gen.  Harrison  was  still  alive,  he  would  be  pledg- 
ed, by  that  letter,  to  veto  any  bill  subverting  the  com- 
promise act,  as  that  would  do  which  was  about  to  be 
introduced  into  that  house.  In  such  a  negative,  his 
whig  friends — having  supported  him  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  avowal  in  that  letter — would  be 
equally  bound  to  concur,  unless  they  would  show  an 
imperious  necessity  for  the  abandonment  of  that 
pledge. 

Mr.  Archer  disavowed  all  wish  to  interfere  be- 
tween the  senators.  He  could  not,  however,  let  slip 
so  apt  an  occasion  of  ascertaining  that,  without  which 
he  might  misapprehend  the  senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  do  him  an  injustice  which  he  should 
greatly  regret  to  commit.  The  senator  favors  us 
with  frequent  tirades  against  our  daring  violation  of 
those  indefinable  and  changing  principles  which  are 
his  own  guide  as  long  as  he  follows  them,  and  de- 
light till  he  abandons  them.  But  will  it  not  be  as 
well,  while  we  are  on  this  matter,  and  in  order  to 
make  it  up  with  a  full  understanding  when  it  comes 
here,  that  he  should  at  once  tell  us  his  own  opinion 
as  to  the  obligations  of  the  compromise  act?  Would 
he  refuse  to  pass  a  tariff  act  of  above  20  per  cent, 
no  matter  what  the  public  exigencies?  Or  are  he 
and  his  friends  determined  that  nothing  of  the  sort 
shall  be  done  with  their  consent,  while  the  distri- 
bution act  lasts?  What  did  he  think  General  Harri- 
son, whose  opinions  he  was  pleased  to  cite  and  ex- 
plain, would  have  done  had  he  found  himself  in  the 
present  contingency?  He  wished  to  know  where  the 
senator  was  about  to  stand.  Did  he  thiijk  that  it 
would,  under  existing  circumstances,  have  been  a 
breach  of  consistency  in  General  Harrison  to  con- 
form to  the  actual  financial  necessities  of  the  country, 
and  sanction  an  act  carrying  the  duties  beyond  the 
compromise  act?  What  would  the  senator's  own 
course  be? 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  endeavor  to  answer  plainly, 
though  succinctly.  He  was  always  glad  to  meet  any 
such  challenge  as  to  his  course,  which  was  ever  per- 
fectly open  to  all  public  scrutiny.  He  would  say, 
without  any  hesitation,  that  he  would  never  consent 
to  exceed  the  terms  of  the  compromise  act,  until  the 
legitimate  resources  of  the  government  were  all  ap- 
plied to  its  support,  all  needless  expenditures  retrench- 
ed, and  every  proper  reform  introduced  into  the  pub- 
lic service. 

Mr.  Crittenden  resumed.  He  had,  it  seemed, 
misapprehended  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
who  did  not  mean  to  sanction  the  opinions  which  he 
urged  others  to  be  guided  by.  He  meant  them  as  a 
rule  for  the  whigs  only.  It  was  thus  only  a  lecture 
which  the  senator  pleased  to  read  to  the  whigs.  He 
(Mr.  Ctittenden)  was  not  averse  to  learning,  but 
claimed  the  usual  privilege  of  even  the  most  igno- 
rant grown-up  people — that  of  choosing  their  own 
teachers.  Would  the  gentleman  have  me  to  sit  at 
his  feet  and  learn  wisdom  of  him?  Is  that  his  as- 
sumption? Such  a  claim  would  be  rather  high,  even 
towards  his  political  allies.  Towards  those  who  are 
the  very  contrary,  it  is  most  extraordinary.  Them 
he  might  with  some  face  take  on  himself  to  indoc- 
trinate, if  he  showed  a  little  respect  for  any  other  of 
General  Harrison's  opinions  except  those  which,  for 
the  moment,  he  could  allege,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 


stroying all  the  rest — for  the  purpose  of  discrediting 
the  principles  to  which  General  H.  was  attached; 
the  measures  he  desired  to  see  made  a  public  bless- 
ing; the  party  and  the  friends  to  whom  he  was  unde- 
viatingly  true.  His  was  the  very  last  name  which 
those  gentlemen  should  willingly  use.  Warmly  as  it 
should  be  kept  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  bent 
on  restoring  a  good  government,  and  fit  as  it  was  to 
reanimate  their  minds  with  the  confidence  of  what 
may  be  again  efli^cted  in  expelling  the  had  from 
power,  it  was  for  these  very  reasons  only  the  more  a 
sound  of  ill-augury  to  the  senator  and  his  dear  allies. 
Would  that,  with  such  ill-timed  invocations,  they 
could  call  him  back  to  life!  Could  he  now  rise  from 
his  place,  for  the  friends  whom  he  drew  about  him, 
and  the  measures  of  which  his  election  was  hailed  as 
the  pledge,  what  would  he  think? 

A  word  now,  sir,  of  the  compromise.  The  sena- 
tor says  he  would  only  renounce  it  in  the  last  extre- 
mity. Yet  the  senator  has  been  again  and  again 
stated,  here  in  his  presence,  to  have  voted  for  it  with 
the  greatest  repugnance,  and  only  under  a  sort  of 
constraint.  Now,  he  would  run  any  hazard  of  stop- 
ping the  government  rather  than  yield  it.  But  what 
has  his  own  conduct  been?  While  a  whig,  or  acting 
with  the  whigs — a^  he  did  until,  in  his  Edgefield  let- 
ter, he  said  he  had  discovered  that  a  whig  victory 
would  not  enure  to  his  benefit — did  he  not  find  Mr. 
Clay  and  the  whigs  battling  at  his  side  against  the 
attack,  upon  the  compromise,  of  the  very  party 
to  whom  he  directly  after  united  himself?  That  party 
he  then  continually  denounced,  in  the  most  violent 
terms,  as  public  plunderers.  Yet  he  suddenly  united 
himself  with  it,  and  deserted  those  who  had  sustain- 
ed his  compromise  against  them! 

I  am  accustomed,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  to  judge  men  by 
their  actions,  not  by  their  words.  If  the  senator 
then  found  sufficient  reasons  for  joining  the  party 
who  had  lately  assailed  the  compromise  act,  and  if, 
originally,  he  voted  for  it  with  such  deep  repugnance, 
he  will  allow  me  to  make  some  slight  deductions  from 
the  zeal  he  now  exhibits,  or  to  attribute  some  part  of 
it  to  temporary  influences. 

Unless  he  has  misunderstood  some  late  declara- 
tions from  the  senator,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
provision  of  home  valuation  in  the  compromise  act 
was  both  impracticable  and  unconstitutional.  Is  this 
his  sense  of  one  of  the  main  features  of  the  thing, 
to  which  he  attaches  such  a  claim  upon  public  re- 
verence and  faith?  It  is  now  said  to  violate  the  con- 
stitution in  one  of  the  chief  benefits  which  was  to 
have  compensated  one  of  the  parties  to  it  for  their 
concessions!  And  the  gentleman  voted  for  the  bill, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  nullity  of  this  very  provi- 
sion! Does  he  now  mc:in  to  avail  himself  of  hia 
unconstitutional  vote,  to  the  defeat  of  the  very  con- 
sideration that  was  held  out  to  one  of  the  parties  to 
the  compromise?  What  will  he  now  do?  Carry  out 
this  constitutional  nullity?  or  discard  it,  and  execute 
only  so  much  of  this  sacred,  this  indissoluble  con- 
tract, as  he  likes?  Pray,  let  him  continue  his  lecture 
a  little  further.  What  would  have  been  general 
Harrison's  interpretation  of  his  duty  towards  the 
act,  under  the  present  exigency,  he  does  not  know  and 
cannot  know:  but  he  can  tell  us  his  own;  which  Is 
much  more  to  the  purpose,  and  which  he  probably 
understands  quite  as  well.  We,  who  supported  Gen. 
Harrison,  may  surely  be  as  able  as  his  enemies  to 
know  what  his  opinions  were.  Why  should  the  sena- 
tor come,  then,  to  teach  us  either  what  they  were  or 
how  to  revere  them? 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  this  was  a  most  unprovoked 
attack  upon  him;and  was  sorry  that  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  should,  in  this  respect,  so  offend,  disre- 
garding the  proprieties  of  that  body.  He  then  en- 
tered into  a  brief  history  of  the  scene  and  circum- 
stances under  which  the  adjustment  of  the  compro- 
mise act  was  entered  upon,  in  a  private  conference 
between  himself  and  Mr.  Clay.  Of  the  facts,  he 
appealed  to  Mr.  MANGUM,as  the  only  witness.  These 
are,  however,  historic  details,  which  the  public  has 
before  received,  still  more  minutely.  Mr.  C.  went 
on,  after  stating  the  facts  as  to  the  introduction  of 
the  compromise  act,  to  defend  himself  as  to  his 
agreement  to  the  provision  in  regard  to  home  valua- 
tion. He  had  suggested  the  difficulties  attending  it, 
and  the  unconstitutional  inequality  of  duties,  if  these 
were  to  be  rated  according  to  the  price  which  com- 
modities would  bring  in  northern  and  in  southern 
ports.  Gentlemen,  however,  had  interposed  and  in- 
sisted that  such  a  system  could  he  devised  as  would 
reconcile  the  thing  with  the  constitution. 

When  the  bill  came  up  on  its  passage,  he  rose  (he 
said)  and  stated  that  he  had  no  authority  to  pledge 
his  state  by  any  thing  more  solemn  or  binding  than 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  adjustment  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Clay,  on  his  part,  avowed  that  no 
man  would  violate  the  arrangement.  But  now, gen- 
tlemen, pleading  an  unreal  necessity,  break  the  faith 
pledged,  and  set  aside  the  compact.  • 
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But  it  had  been  charged  that,  after  having  united 
himself  with  the  whigs,  he  had  deserted  them.  Yet 
what  was  the  fact'  When  Mr.  Clay  first  bestowed 
upon  the  party,  in  the  senate,  the  designation  of 
whigs,  he  himself  declared,  from  his  place,  that  the 
name  was  a  good  one,  but  that  he  did  not  adopt  it, 
preferring  to  retain  Ihatwhich  nioreexactly  express- 
ed the  principles  which  had  always  guided  him:  he 
■ivas,  and  should  continue  to  be,  a  slate  rights  repub- 
lican and  a  nullifier. 

-  The  senator  had  accused  him  of  change.  How 
had  he  changed?  For  what  measure  had  he  ever 
contended  which  he  did  not  still  advocate?  Here  the 
senator  expatiated  a  little  on  the  prophetic  vision 
which  he  had  ever  enjoyed,  and  which  had  always 
guided  him  alike  through  the  most  intricate  shiftings 
of  questions  across  which  nobody  else  had  seen  his 
way.  Let  the  senator,  he  continued,  name  one  sub- 
ject, in  all  the  wide  range  of  public  measures  during 
the  last  fourteen  years,  where  I  have  been  in  the 
.smallest  particular  different  from  myself.     *     *    » 

As  to  the  compromise,  he  had  acted  with  the  whigs 
in  sustaining  it  against  the  democratic  party;  and  he 
now  acted  with  the  democratic  party  in  maintaining 
the  same  compromise  against  the  proposed  invasion 
of  it  by  the  whigs. 

The  senator  then  passed  to  the  explanation  of  his 
celebrated  Edgefield  letter.  In  that  he  had  but  sig- 
nified that,  parties  having  deviated,  he  should  pur- 
sue his  own  steady  way.  The  administration  had 
adopted  his  principles.  He  was  bound,  therefore,  to 
sustain  them.  They  took  ground  against  the  hank- 
ing, the  credit  system.  In  that,  he  saw  and  said, 
was  involved  the  wliole  question  of  tariff  or  no  ta- 
riff, of  expenditure  or  extravagance,  of  a  limited  or 
unlimited  exercise  of  the  powers  of  government.  It 
became,  therefore,  his  duty  to  support  them.  And 
here  he  again  asserted  his  own  consistency,  defying 
all  effort  to  shake  it. 

During  a  part  of  the    preceding    remarks,  M 
Preston  came  in,  and,  taking  his  seat,  began  to  con- 
verse with  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  Calhoun  (who  was  then  speaking  of  his  Edge- 
field letter)  remarked  it,  and  asked  whether  his  col- 
league would  confirm  or  contradict  the  statement  he 
had  just  made? 

Mr.  Preston  desired  to  know  what  question  had 
been  addressed  to  himr    He  had  not  heard  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  (waiving  his  hand.)  Let  it  pass, 
sir.     Let  it  pass. 

Mr.  Preston.  The  senator  addressed  a  question 
to  me,  and  1  desire  to  know  what  it  was? 

Mr.  Calhoun,  (as  before.)     Let  it  pass,  sir. 

Mr.  Preston,  (in  a  very  marked  way.)  Then,  sir,  I 
shall  call  upon  the  senator  in  a  more  formal  manner. 

When  Mr.  Calhou.v's  preceding  remarks  were 
concluded,  Mr.  P.  again  rose  and  said:  It  has  pleased 
my  colleague  to  direct  questions  to  me,  and  I  call 
upon  him  now  to  say  what  was  the  purport  of  his 
interrogatory? 

Mr.  Calhoun.  I  saw  my  colleague  making,  as  I 
thought,  suggestions  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky; 
and  I  spoke,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
either  to  confirm,  or,  if  he  pleased,  to  deny  what'l 
had  said.  1  perceived,  however,  that  I  had  done 
■wrong,  and  therefore  waived  the  matter. 

Mr.  Preston.  Yes,  sir,  the  senator  did  wrong, 
and  very  grossly  wrong,  not  merely  in  every  parlia- 
mentary, but  in  every  personal  sense.  It  was  a  gross 
breach  of  the  order  of  the  senate  to  allude  to  v.liat 
eenatoi-s  had  really  said  in  private,  or  elsewhere 
than  upon  that  floor.  Thus,  then,  to  advert  to  the 
merely  suspected,  conjectured  tenor  of  a  member's 
personal  communications  with  another  member,  is  in 
the  last  degree  improper.  Am  I  accountable  to  the 
senqtor  for  whatever  accidental  unheard  conversa- 
tion I  may  indulge  in  in  his  presence:  When  it  is 
my  part  to  speak,  I  stand  not  in  need  of  speaking  at 
my  colleague's  instance;  and  1  give  him  to  under- 
stand that  when  a  question  requires  from  me  any 
remarks,  1  will  make  them,  employing  whatever  lan- 
guage I  choose.  1  will  permit  neither  that  senator 
nor  any  other  to  call  on  me  to  repeat  what  I  have 
said  in  private  or  out  of  the  senate.  I  am  ready  to 
answer  out  of  the  senate  any  thing  I  have  said  out 
of  the  senate;  and  1  am  ready  to  answer  in  the  se- 
nate any  thing  I  have  said  in  the  senate.  The  course 
of  the  senator  was  unparliamentary,  and  the  suspi- 
cion winch  he  had  so  improperly  displayed  was  as 
unfounded  as  it  was  unfit.  Instead  of  being  really 
engaged  in  making  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky  any 
suggestion  to  be  (as  he  has  intimated)  used  against 
him,  I  had  really  paid  no  attention  to  my  colleague's 
remarks. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that  the  senate  must  judge 
whether  there  was  any  occasion  or  any  fitness  in  the 
lofty  tone  which  his  colleague  had  taken.  He  had 
observed  the  inaudible  discourse  in  which  his  col- 
league was  addressing  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
and,  conjecturing  that  something  in  regard  to  himself 


was  the  subject  of  his  conversation,  he  had  wished, 
whether  his  colleague's  communication  was  adverse 
to  him  or  not,  to  give  him  the  opportunity  of  repeat- 
ing it  in  the  presence  of  the  senate.  He  had,  how- 
ever, in  an  instant  felt  that  he  was  wrong;  and  had 
hastened,  when  addressed  by  his  colleague,  to  say  so. 
This,  he  thought,  should  have  satisfied  him.  If  it 
did  not,  he  might  make  the  most  of  it. 

Mr.  Preston.  I  shall  make  of  it,  sir,  what  be- 
comes me  and  becomes  the  senator.  His  allusion  to 
my  casual  conversation,  of  which  he  knew  nothing, 
was  most  unparliamentary.  Improper  every  way,  it 
was  infinitely  more  improper  in  view  of  the  relations 
in  which  we  have  long  stood.  Those  relations  should 
have  made  the  senator  scrupulous  of  adverting  to  me 
without  any  occasion,  and  doubly  scrupulous  of  every 
such  unwarrantable  allusion  as  that  he  has  just  made 
amounting  to  an  accusation  of  furnishing  arms  in  se- 
cret against  him.  Of  him,  whatever  my  opinion,  I 
forbear  to  speak,  out  of  respect  to  the  senate,  and  to 
those  very  relations  which  he  has  thus  disregarded. 
It  had  not  been  my  intention  to  mix  in  this  matter. 
I  was  returning  to  my  seat,  after  having  been  absent 
from  the  chamber,  and  barely  catching  the  fact  of  an 
appeal  to  me  by  the  senator,  was  anxious  to  know 
for  what.  My  first  impression  was,  that  It  was  some 
(of  course  proper)  call  upon  me  to  bear  testimony  to 
some  fact.  I  spoke,  therefore,  with  an  entire  will- 
ingness to  do  so,  when  the  senator  should  have  let 
me  know  what  he  wished. 

I  should  not,  but  for  the  peculiar  footing  on  which 
my  colleague  and  I  stand,  have  thought  It  necessary 
to  take  any  notice  of  what  has  occurred.  And  as  to 
the  lofty  tone  of  which  he  complains,  he  has  given 
occasion  for  it,  and  will  have  to  submit  to  It. 


Mr.  Crittenden  remarked  that  any  thing  which 
he  had  said  of  a  personal  nature  was  involuntary.  It 
was  Impossible  to  conduct  these  discussions  of  party 
politics — which  certainly  the  senator  provoked  often- 
er  than  he  did — without  referring  to  the  personal 
conduct  and  opinions  of  the  chief  actors  in  them. — 
The  senator  had  been  for  so  long  a  time  mixed  with 
all  the  great  public  events  of  the  country,  that  they 
could  not  be  canvassed  without  touching  him.  His 
opposition  to  the  gentleman  was  political  only,  and 
unmixed  with  the  slightest  feeling  of  personal  ill 
will. 

The  senator  had  challenged  him  to  say  when  or  In 
what  he  had  ever  been  known  to  change  his  public 
opinions  or  conduct.  This  was  inviting  him  to  a 
very  wide  and  long  survey,  for  which  he  hardly  felt 
there  would  be  time.  He  should  have  to  begin  by 
going  back  about  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Calhoun  intimated  that  it  was  not  necessary 
that  the  senator  should  go  back  so  far,  unless  he 
chose. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  As  to  what  was  so  often  vaunt- 
ed about  and  so  rarely  seen,  an  undeviating  consis- 
tency, he  cared  little  for  it,  honored  and  sought  it 
little,  knowing  that  it  was  not  given  to  finite  intelli- 
gence. The  only  consistency  that  he  ever  attempted 
to  practise  or  to  exact  was  that  of  acting,  apart  from 
all  temporary  motives,  up  to  the  sincere  convictions 
of  the  actual  moment. 

As  to  going  into  the  history  of  the  senator's  opi- 
nions to  a  distance  of  twelve,  or  fourteen,  or  twenty 
years,  (as  he  seemed  to  expect),  he  had  never  studi- 
ed his  life  by  epochs,  and  could  not  pretend  to  treat 
it  in  that  way.  '  He  had  made  no  rharge  against  the 
senator  of  voting  for  public  extravagance.     But  tin 


Mr.  Calhoun.  As  for  any  thing  unparliamentary  senator,  after  opposing  for  yeai-s,  as  extravagant,  the 
in  his  conduct,  that  was  for  the  senate  to  decide,  not  party  that  lately  went  out  of  power,  and  denouncing 
his  colleague.  Towards  him  he  desired  to  continue  them  with  violence  for  every  shape  of  political  enor- 
the  course  which  he  had  heretofore  pursued;  and  he  mity,  joined  them  while  that  extravagance  was  at  its 
thought  that,  in  the  proceeding  just  witnessed,  the  I  height.  This  was  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  matter 
senate  would  find  sufficient  cause  to  justify  his  con-  j  of  expenditures, 
duct.  As  to  his  changes  of  opinion,  the  senator  was  cer- 


Mr.  Archer  here  interposed.  It  must,  he  thought,  I  '^'f.y  ^^  °"«  !''"«'"  favor  of  a  great  system  of  inter- 
ne apparent   to   both   senators  that  the   afi-air  Ld   "^' ■"P''"^'""''"'  l^y  the  national  S^^mnent.     He 
•^^^     *    f     1     *    „■  .•  J   .u  ^  .^u         certainlv  DroDOaed  lo  marry  that  system  \Mtn  banK- 

sprunff  out  of  a  hasty  misconception,  and   that  there    V^'^'V"  -^  P'yH"=^"  '■"    '*    J  -'  .  . 

'        ^  -      *        rr  -11  i-    »•      *  »  '  inir.  bv  emDloYin"  upon  it  tiie  bonus  taken  irom   the 

was  no  occasion  to  saffer  any   i     fee  inir  to  erow  out /,v^.'    s  „  ^    V  ''i    *  tt  *   ■  i      j       «t„j  „♦  «„„ 


of  it.     He  hoped  it  would  cease  at  its  present  point 


.nf  nnini   ■  United  States  bank.     He  certainly  advocated  at  one 


the  interrimtpd    ^ime  the  principle  of  raising  up  domestic  manufac 
n.h  r,roi  ,?r=»   '  tures  by  vrotectwg  them.     He  had  certainly  a  man 


of  tl,e"othe?house'(Mr  \ '- «'f  b*"-'y  oPr^.l'"  "'  '"''  "^"'Z^^J 
act  This  nassed  in  ore-  I  ^^  bi"erly  in  favor  of  the  compromise  act:  and  yet, 
se;,ator  Ifio  was  at'^the    ='^,  ^e  knows,  a  like  measure  of  distribution  was  pass- 


]      Mr.  Crittenden   rose  to  continue  v..^  ...v..-.. ^.^^^^ 

debate.     He  recurred  to  what  the  South  Carolina  se- I '"""^^  "y?" ,    .     .-     ,      .,u      u     ,  ,; r  o  ..ni,.,,-, 

.      ,    J  *  J    e  .t     ..  .  r  .u  ■       ac^encv  in  brintrme:  about  the  chartering  ol  a  nalion- 

nator  had  repeated  of  the  history  of  the  compromise  ■  "p'f'"-.'       "'"b'"b  «""';'•  &  „„„_ 

:  act.  Some  facts  he  thought  the  senator  had  forgot- ,  ^  .b=>"k-  ^  And  he  certainly  changed  from  the  oppo- 
[  ten.  His  late  colleague  (Mr.  Clay)  had,  upon  a  for- 1  f .'""»  '°  \he  support  of  all  the  acts  of  an  administra- 
!  mer  occasion,  stated  that  the  terms  of  the  compro- '  "™  ^'h'ch  was,  at  the  time,  abandoning  no  old  mea- 
,  mise  act  had  been  suggested  to  him  in  Philadelphia,  "'"',  ''"'^  '"^"P""S  "°  "<'"'  ""'='  "='"^^P'  ^^^  sub-tiea- 
by  views  which  he  had  collected  In  a  visit  there,  be-    ^"IV  ,j  .    u   .  _,        r  »»      Ti,n  co„o 

fore  his   conference   with   Mr.   Calhoun.     He  had  '      He  would  recur  to  but  one  more  fact.     The  sena- 
tthen  called  upon  a  member 
'  Appleton)  to  confirm  the  fac 

sence  of  the  South  Carolina  senaior,  wno  was  at  tne  1  ~~, "' 7'  '■:.,,  •        „.;„,,.. 

■  time  direetiv  appealed  to.  That  senator's  recollee-  ^^  contemporaneously  with  the  compromise  and  wa 
'  tion  appeared  to  claim  for  hi.n  the  credit  of  having  !  '"  '^^'f"  ^"l"'  °'  ">«  P^"-''"'  '°  '*>"'  ""f  ff"T,  ',hnr, 
I  devised  the  great  adjustment  in  question.  The  coun-  I  '■f'>"y  ^"/""^  ^  .P^"-'  °f  the  measure  itself  n  hort, 
!  try  liad  alwlys  looked  to  Mr.  ClIy  as  its  author;  and  ,  «ic  f  n^'"--;  '"  '"^  ^'.e^',  "^  "^^^  'T  I^cond  tfnn^-'and 
i  he  himself,  jealo.us  of  that  gentleman's  high  and  just  1'"^"'  admits  or  rejects  just  what  conditions  and 
I  reputation,  and  of  the  honor  which  it  even   reflected  i  whatever  parts  of  it  he   ikes  ,„„„,,;„„ 

I  upon  his  state,  could  not  consent  to  have  that  leaf  L  ^^'- ^T"''"!  "^^"'i  ^^V,  !Z'TJ.^T^^\7 
torn  from  a  history  of  which  it  formed  one  of  the  '  between  these  tvvo  acts.  As  to  e.xtravagance,  he  ad- 
most  brilliant  pages.  The  measure  was,  beyond  :  """'''I '^at  of  the  Van  Buren  admmistra  ion  vvhile 
I  doubt,  his;  and  his°should  be  the  credit  of  it.  ^  |  ^e  was  opposed  to  it.  All  adnim.strations  were 
Mr.  Calhoun  re-stated  the  facts  of  his  Interview  "«="-ly..^''''=  extravagant;  and  'h«  Pa. ty  ■  powe. 
with  Mr.  Clay,  after  his  return  from  Philadelphia,  I  "•<>™  ^"".  """"'  extravagant  than  the  \  an  Buien  ad- 
and  declared   that  his  own  suggestion  to  him  then   'uiuis^''aHon' 


were  still  mo 
inistration. 
This  would  be  but  an  indlfierent  reason  for  having 

was,  iiiai  Liie  uuesiioii    auiiiiLieu    no  compromise  ex- '  .    .       ,  ^  .        .„■    .   ,.    ,■ i^.,*  ,i,,.,  vi„ 

rept  that  of  time.  Seven  years  was  the  p'eriod  which  '  J"',"^'!  ^l  extravagant  =»'^™'"'?,'."'  °";  ^'' VJYL  f,  " 
he  then  mentioned  as  that  during  which  the  reduc  ^-'s  prophetic  powers  enabled  •>""  to  fore  ee  the  fu- 
tion  of  the  duties  might  be  extended.  Nor  was  the  ">•«  Jelinqueneies  of  whig  aseendancy  and  that  the 
Idea  a  new  one  to  him;  he  had  canvassed  It  the  year  I  Y""  Buren.tes  would  grow  economical-as  soon  as 
before  with  a  congressional  friend,  now  no  longer  in  they  ceased  to  be  in  power, 
the  nidilic  coiinrils.     Rut   inrfpp,!   hp  hf.H  np»Pr  nr,,.        J  ne  debate  closed   here. 


the  public  councils.  But,  indeed,  he  had  never  pro- 
posed, he  had  never  wished,  to  overturn  all  manu- 
facturing interests  by  any  sudden  change.  The  large 
Investmenis  of  property  made  in  those  establish- 
ments, at  the  invitation  of  legislation  itself,  claimed 
the  national  care,  even  in  measures  not  adopted  for 
their  advantage.  The  senator  would  perceive,  then, 
that  he  and  Mr.  Clay  had  adopted,  separately,  the 
same  idea  at  the  same  tii 


by   a  motion  from  Mr. 
Linn  to  proceed  with  the  orders  before  the  senate. 

TVVBNTV-SEVBNTH   CONGKKSS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 
AuGDsT  3.  The  presideiU  of  the  senate  laid  before 
that  body  a  communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
Mr.  Crittenden  had  spoken  with  no  purpose  of  nient,  made  incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
fixing  upon  the  .senator  a  contradiction.  He  was  30th  July  last,  calling  for  the  amounts  paid  for  private 
only  anxious  not  to  sufl"cr  his  distinguished  predeces-  ]  claims  yearly  from  the  year  1835  to  the  close  ol  tlie 
sor  to  he  deprived  of  a  title  the  most  justly  won  and  ;  year  li341,  Inclusive.     The  report  runs  thus: 


the  most  honorable — that  of  the  great  pacificator. 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied,  with  some  warmth,  that.  In 
doing  (as  he  was  willing  to  do)  every  justice  to  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Clay,  he  would  vindicate  equally  eve- 
ry thing  that  was  due  to  himself  and  to  the  part  he 
had  borne  in  the  transactions  In  question.  He  desir- 
ed no  credit  borrowed  or  taken  iVom  the  reputation 
of  others.  Ho  was  averse  to  all  personal  warfare, 
and  rarely  gave  any  occasion  for  it. 


Ya 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 


.4;)iount  paid. 

*155,385  99 
101,235  40 
268,105  91 
173,459  08 
74,7a->  71 
218,156  09 

$991,565  18 
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Mr.  Kerr  moved  lo  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day 
to  take  up  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts." 

The  motion  having  prevailed,  Mr.  Ken-  addressed 
the  senate  on  the  importance  of  the  bill,  explaining, 
as  he  went,  all  its  leading  features,  the  great  object 
being  to  secure  to  inventors  all  the  benefits  arising 
from  their  ingen\iity,  and  to  prevent  them  from  be- 
ing pirated  on. 

The  bill  led  to  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Preston, 
Kerr,  CImjton,  Wright,  Merrick,  participated,  and  it 
was  postponed  until  to-moorovv. 

.  [This  hill  proposes  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
3d  section  of  the  act  of  March  1837,  which  outlaws 
the  renewal  of  patents  lost  prior  to  15th  December, 
1836,  as  to  allow  a  renewal  of  them  prior  to  that 
date. 

It  provides  also  that  those  who  have  produced  new 
and  original  designs  for  manufactures  for  printing 
■woollen,  silk,  cotton  of  any  new  or  useful  pattern, 
may  make  application  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
patent  office,  who  is  authorised  to  grant  a  patent, 
the  duration  of  which  is  to  be  seven  years. 

The  patentee  is  defended  in  his  rights  by  a  penalty 
of  $100  for  all  violations,  one-half  to  go  to  the  pa- 
tent fund,  the  other  to  the  person  sueing.] 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  taken  up,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Evavs,  the  question  pending  being  that  oifered 
on  last  evening  by  Mr.  Benlon,  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
coarse  wool  from  seven  to  five  cents  per  pound. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Benton,  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: yeas  15,  nays  26. 

Amendment  after  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Tappan,  Mr.  Wriglit,  Mr.  lFoorf6uri;,  and  Mr.  Benton, 
all  of  which  were  voted  down,  the  yeas  and  nays, 
having  been  taken  some  nine  or  ten  times. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  French 
wines  from  twelve  to  six  cents  per  gallon;  but  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Conn.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wilcox,  Wright — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Buchanan,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crit- 
tenden, Dayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Simmons,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White, 
Woodbridge— 26. 

Mr.  McRoberts  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
admit  tea  and  coffee  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Benlon  desired  to  have  the  question  decided. 
And  the  question  was  first  taken  on  tea,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  yeas  20,  nays  27;  and  then  again  on 
coffee,  with  the  like  result. 

Mr.  Benton  rose,  and  said  he  had  amendments  to 
offer  in  relation  to  salt,  on  each  of  which  he  desired 
to  say  something;  and  if  the  senate  did  not  desire  to 
endure  a  night  session  he  would  move  that  the  senate 
adjourn.  Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

August  4.  Mr.  Kerr  of  Md.  called  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  providing  for  the  renewal  of  pa- 
tents lost  in  1836  at  the  fire  by  which  the  post  office 
building  was  destroyed  and  in  favor  of  patentees  for 
new  inventions  for  the  printing  of  woollen,  silk,  cot- 
ton or  other  fabricks.  The  bill  is  a  revision  of  the 
present  patent  laws,  and  is  a  great  improvement  upon 
them.     Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  time  of  the  senate  was  occupied  in  private 
business  until  one  o'clock,  when  the  revenue  bill  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Jillen  proposed  to  insert  salt  among  the  free 
articles,  and  defended  his  motion.  He  said  that  gems 
and  precious  stones  were  to  he  admitted  free  from 
duty,  and  that  salt  was  to  pay  a  tax. 

Mr.  Evans  showed  him  that  such  was  not  the  fact, 
and  referred  to  the  bill  to  sliow  that  every  thing  in 
the  way  of  jewelry  was  taxed,  and  every  thing  in  the 
way  of  precious  stones  and  gems  in  the  bill,  also  paid 
duty. 

Mr.  .^Ilen  spoke  twice  in  defence  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Benton  in  a  speech 
against  the  duty  on  salt,  which  he  pronounced  odious 
and  abominable,  and  one  which  he  should  certainly 
live  to  see  abolished. 

Messrs.  Woodbury  and  Walker  also  look  part  in  the 
debate,  and  favored  the  motion  pending  by  moving 
that  the  duty  of  8  cents  be  stricken  out  and  2  cents 
inserted.  Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  again  called  and 
the  motion  lost,  by  a  vote  of  26  to  17. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  strike  out  the  limitation  of 
56  lbs.  per  bushel  on  salt  imported,  and  paying  a 
fixed  duty.  The  amendment  after  debate  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of  24  to  17. 


Mr.  Benton  next  moved  to  insert  rock  salt  among 
the  free  articles.  This  was  debated  and  the  motion 
rejected. 

Other  motions  submitted  of  a  like  character  were 
also  rejected. 

Mr.  Benton  then  proposed  a  tax  upon  bank  notes, 
which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Walker  proposed  a  lax  upon  all  the  gold  and 
silver  made  in  the  country  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent, 
which  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  30  to  7. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate  and  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Evans  hoped  the  bill  would  now  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  a  desire  to  be  heard  upon 
its  passage,  and  on  his  motion  the  senate  adjourned. 

August  5.  Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on 
niilitary  affairs  reported  the  bill  for  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  army  as  it  came  with  amendments  from 
the  house,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  senate 
disagree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the  house  and  ask 
for  a  committee  of  conference.  Mr.  P.  thought  it 
desirable  that  this  bill  should  be  before  the  committee 
of  conference  at  the  same  time  with  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  army.  The  present  bill  might 
be  considered  as  compromising  these  differences,  and 
hence  they  should  go  together.  The  report  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  revenue  bill  was  then  put  on  its  passage  when 
Mr.  Calhoan  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  length 
against  the  entire  bill. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  finance,  with  instructions  to  strike  out 
the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  to  report  a  tax  on  all 
articles  of  gold  and  silver  v/are,  above  the  value  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  to  an  amount  that  would  re- 
place the  amount  derived  from  tea  and  cofTee.  Mr. 
W.  briefly  supported  his  motion;  and  the  queslion 
having  been  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cntli- 
bert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberU,  Sturgeon, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Young — 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden, 
Dayton,  Evans,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Phelps,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith, 
of  Ind.  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridire— 
26.  a  ,  o 

Mr.  Benton  addressed  the  senate. 

Mr.  £i>afts  replied,  and  the  debate  was  further  kept 
up  by  Messrs.  Woodburtj,  Evans,  Simmons,  and  others, 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton, 

Evans,  Huntington,  Kerr,   Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil-,       ,  ,,  ...    ^,,  . —^  ..um.,^ 

ler,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith,  of  |  f;"^  |,„';,PJf'.     "|°r'l'e^senate  adjourn  their  respec- 
Ind.  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge— 25-      ""•'"""='••••    ■- -"       — l..,^, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ba,gby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Graham,  King,  Linn! 
McRoberts,  Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  at  5  P.  M. 


dollars  appropriated  for  improvements  of  navigation 
on  the  western  waters,  thirty  thousand  dollars  for 
harbor  improvements  already  commenced,  and 
other  alterations  of  less  importance. 

Mr.  King  asked  what  was  done  about  the  civil  su- 
perintendents in  the  ordnance  department. 

Mr.  Evans  replied  that  the  subject  was  in  the  bill 
for  reorganizing  the  army,  not  in  the  appropriation 
bill.  "^ 

Mr.  Young  asked  what  changes  were  made  in  re- 
lation to  reductions  in  the  army? 

Mr.  £(io)issaid,  none  in  the  appropriation  bill  fro  n 
which  every  thing  but  appropriations  had  been  ex- 
cluded. The  alterations  and  reductions  in  the  army 
would  be  pointed  out  in  the  bill  to  reorganize  the 
army. 

The  report  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  the  reorgani- 
^zation  of  the  army  was  then  read. 

Mr.  King  said  he  understood  the  civil  superintend- 
ents in  the  ordnance  department  were  to  be  restored. 

Mr.  Evans  said,  no;  the  military  superintendents 
were  restrained.  He  explained  the  modifications  of 
amendments  recommended  by  the  committees  of 
conference.  These  were  numerous;  but  the  most 
important  was  that  in  reference  to  the  second  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  which  is  to  be  continued  till  the 
4th  of  March  next,  and  then  converted  into  a  rifle 
corps;  as  it  was  understood  the  aspect  of  afi'airs  on 
the  western  frontier  rendered  it  prudent  that  the 
mounted  regiment  should  be  kept  up  six  or  eight 
months  longer;  and  it  was  considered  its  conversion 
into  a  rifle  corps  would  be  a  great  protection  to  the 
western  border.  Another  change  would  be  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  men  in  each  company  to  forty 
As  far  as  expense  was  concerned,  large  and  i.mport- 
ant  reductions  will  be  effected. 

Mr.  Evans  said  it  was  very  desirable  that  both 
these  bills  should  go  to  the  house  together,  as  the 
one  was  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the 
other. 

Mr.  Bates  replied  that  he  should  not  insist  on  a 
motion  to  postpone;  there  might  be  other  senators 
who  understood  the  matter;  but  it  struck  liim  as  a 
hasty  disposition  of  a  bill  when  so  many  changes 
would  be  the  result. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  repairing  the  Pennsylvania  avenue 
was  taken  up,  and  after  having  been  explained  and 
advocated  by  Mr.  Biiyard,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  bills  reported  from 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs  were  made  the  special 
orders  for  Monday  next. 

After  the  transaction  of  other  business,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

August  8.  A  message  was  received  from  the  house 
of  representatives  announcing  the  passage  of  a  joint 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  speaker  of  the  ho 


August  6.     Mr.  Linn  at  an  early  hour  suggested 


tive  houses  sine  die  on  Monday  the  22d  August''ne.xt 

at  two  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  !VIr.  Prestnn,  the  consideration  of  the 

resolution   was  postponed  until   Monday  next    and 

made  the  special  order  for  that  day.  ' 

The  bill  n.aking  appropriations  to  supply  the  de- 
'-ncy  HI  the  navy  pension  fund  was  then  taken  up; 


fii 

when- 
M 


While  moved  to  ins 


:rt  a  proviso,  that  if  any  of- 


that  the  bills  to  which  there  were  no  objections  ]  ficer  of  the  navy  or  marine  corps  or  any  seaman  or 
should  be  considered.  marine,  shall  have  died  after  the  3d  of  March   1837 

Private  bills  were  then  taken  up,  considered,  and  and  his  widow  or  children  shall  have  been  placed  on 
Pii^^ed,  the  pension  roll  prior  to  the  16th  of  August,  184] 

The  bill  to  reorganize  the  navy  of  the  U.  States  '  ".""^  *'=''<'  enticed  to  receive  pensions,  they  shall  con- 
was  taken  up;  and,  after  having  been  amended,  was  '  '"""^  '"  receive  the  same  as  well  after  as  before  the 


ordered  to  be  engrossed.  This  bill  substitutes  bu- 
reaus for  the  navy  commissioners' office.-  Officers 
of  the  grade  of  captains  and  commanders  to  be  plac- 
ed at  the  head  of  ttie  bureaus. 

Mr.  Jircker  said  that  the  whole  additional  cost 
would  be  somewhere  about  $19,000,  while,  from  the 
showing  of  the  secretary  of  tne  navy,  the  saving 
would  amount  annually  to  from  700,000  to  $300,000. 

Mr.  Evuns  presented  two  reports  from  the  com- 
mittees of  conference — one  in  relation  to  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  both  houses  on  the  amendments  to 
the  army  appropriation  bill,  and  the  other  in  relation 
to  those  on  the  bill  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
army. 

The  committees  of  conference  had  agreed  upon 
recommending  the  reports,  by  which  it  would  be 
seen  that  every  thing  is  to  be  stricken  out  of  the  ap- 
propriation bill  touching  reorganization,  strictly  con- 
fining it  to  appropriations  for  the  service.  Some  al- 
terations, however,  were  to  be  made;  such  as  chang- 
ing the  senate  amendment,  to  place  sixty  thousand 
dollars  of  the  appropriation  for  the  armories  at  tlie 
disposal  of  the  secretary  of  war,  for  the  purchase  of 


present  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  iriffitims  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  words  "as  well  after  as  belbre  the 
present  session  of  congress,"  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of "u)i/(/  they  have  the  benefit  of  the  pension  fund  for  five 
years." 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Choate,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Simmons  and  others. 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  to  suspend  the  further  conside- 
rali:)n  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed. ' 
•On  motion  of  Mr.  .irchcr,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  special  order,  being  the  bill  reported  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs. 

The  bill  respecting  furloughs  in  the  naval  service 
was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Bayard  explained  at  large  the  object  of  the 
bill,  which  was  to  enable  Iho  secretary  of  the  navy 
to  place  ofiicei-soii  furlough  without  their  consent. 

After  some  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Calhoun 
Bayard,  Archer,  Choate,  Woodbury  and  Williams,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 


amis  not  manufacturedin  the  armories,  U,  y^nnWnA,J';:y"^ro'i^^^^^^ 

sand  dollars;  and  adding  to  the  one  hundred  thousand !  bill  'ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  th°rd  reading 
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The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  for  the  establishment  of  schools  of 
instruction  in  the  naval  service  of  the  U.  States. 

This  bill  led  to  a  long  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Jirrhcr,  Williams,  Siininons,  Smith,  of  Conn.  King, 
Callwun,  Buchanan,  Sevier,  and  others  took  part; 
when  Jlr.  Simmons  moved  to  limit  the  number  of 
schools  to  three  instead  of  five,  as  proposed  by  the 
original  bill. 

And  pending  the  discussion  on  this  amendment;  on 
motion  of  Mr.  .'Ircher,  the  senate  adjourned. 

August  9.  A  message  was  received  from  the 
president,  giving  a  disclaimer  oi  any  executive  ap- 
proval of  reflections,  cast  upon  the  character  of  the 
umpire  appointed  by  his  Prussian  majesty  pursuant 
to  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  of  the  11th  April,  1839,  contained  in  some 
of  the  communications  from  certain  claimants  laid 
before  the  senate  by  tlie  executive  on  June  13th. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  navy  pension 
fund,  and  after  modification  and  amendments  said 
bill  was  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  schools  of  in- 
struction in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
was  taken  up,  modified,  and  amended  and  passed  by 
the  following  vote.* 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bayard,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Choate, Clayton,  Crafts,  Cuthbert,  Day- 
ton, Evans,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Wil- 
liams, Woodbury,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Woodbridge — 5. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  navy  ration,  and  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  pay  of  naval  engineers  and  the  num- 
ber of  professors  of  mathematics  was  taken  up, 
briefly  discussed  and  passed.    The  senate  adjourned. 

August  10.  Mr.  Calhoun  presented  three  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  Gadsden  county,  in  Florida, 
asking  that  the  territory  may  be  admitted  into  the 
union  as  a  state;  which  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  territories. 

The  senate  took  up  the  general  orders,  the  first  on 
the  calandar  being  "the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  settlers  in  the  territory  of 
Iowa." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  house 
for  the  same  purpose,  which  was  a  literal  copy  of  the 
senate  bill. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  from  the  house 
was  taken  up,  when  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Huntington,  Conrad,  Linn,  Walker, 
Benlon,  McRobcrts,AnA  others  participated,  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  witliin  which  the  du- 
ties on  certain  rail  road  iron  imported  by  the  stale  of 
Michigan,  being  laid  down  for  permanent  use,  may 
be  remitted,  was  put  on  its  third  reading;  when — 

A  short  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Porter,  Woodbridge.,  and  oUiers  participated.    The  bill 


one  for  increasing  the  number  of  steamships,  and  at 
a  time  when  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury,  nor 
conld  it  be  borrowed. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  spoke  of  the  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery, which  rendered  it  advisable  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  at  least  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  suggested  whether,  at  proper  time, 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  build  steam  vessels  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce  on  the  lakes.'  And, 
in  his  opinion,  steamers  of  the  size  contemplated  by 
the  bill  were  indispensable  in  that  quarter. 


there  it  would  end.  For  hiS  part  he  was  so  little  of 
a  military  man  he  did  not  know  the  essential  differ- 
ence between  the  two.  He  supposed  that  the  dra- 
goons carried  a  musket  and  the  other  a  rifle.  [A 
voice;  "No,  the  dragoons  carry  carbinas."]  Well, 
then,  it  would  he  a  rifle  instead  of  a  carbine.  The 
president^  by  the  act  of  1833,  had  a  discretionary 
power  to  convert  this  2J  dragoons  either  into  mount- 
ed men  or  infantry.  Mr.  \.  would  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  they  would  be  mounted;  and  when  once 
that  was  done  no  change  could  be  made  without  a 


Mr.  ^^rchcr  made  a  brief  reply;  stating  that  he  co-  I  new  law.  So  that  the  whole  practical  result  of  abol- 
incided  with  the  gentleman  who  so  ably  represented  ishing  the  dragoons — an  event  which  had  created 
Michigan,  that  the  class  of  vessels  referred  to  in  the]  such  intense  interest  in  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 


bill  would  be  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  great 
and  growing  commerce  of  the  lakes,  as  well  as  to 
the  protection  of  that  region,  and  that,  necessary  as 
they  were  there,  they  were  still  more  indispensable 
to  the  commerce  of  the  gulf;  hut  in  consideration  of 
the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  he  would'  move  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


(Mr.  Black,)  as  soon  as  he  discovered  that  the  corps 
was  commanded  by  a  Georgian — would  be  to  substi- 
tute a  mounted  corps  carrying  rifles,  for  a  mounted 
corps  carrying  carbines. 

But  suppose  it  should  be  otherwise,  and  the  presi- 
dent should  take  this  new  rifle  corps  in  part  from  the 
dragoons  and  in  part  from  the  8th  infantry,  with  a 
portion  of  the  officers  from  each,  throwing  them  to- 
gether into  one  hodge-podge,  it  would  be  a  very  un- 
welcome office  for  the  executive  to  perform,  (and 
Mr.  A.  thought  he  had  quite  enough  of  that  sort  of 
business  to  do  already — certainly  to  please  others, 
,  even  if  he  pleased  himself.)  Mr.  A.  should  be  sor- 
Wedkesdat,  August  3.     After  the  transaction  of  py  to  see  the  question  raised  between  two  such  men 

as  col.  Twiggs  and  col.  Worth,  which  of  them  was 
the  more  meritorious  officer.  To  such  a  compound 
corps,  half  dragoons  and  half  mounted  infantry,  Mr. 
A.  should  greatly  prefer  leaving  the  Sth  infantry  as 
it  was;  then  we  should  have,  in  addition  to  the  army, 
as  established  by  the  act  of  1821,  one  regiment  of 
dragoons  and  one  of  infantry,  'and  one  additional 
rtillery  regiment.  This  would  add 


minor  business,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  senate  bill,  "respecting  the  organization  of  the 
army  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  following  a- 
mendment  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  to  the  substitute 
amendment  (for  the  whole  bill)  of  Mr.  CrtDcJo/iiisOTi: 

"That  (he  regiment  of  dragoons  authorized  to  be  i  con^pany  to  ea 
raised  and  organized  by  the  act   approved  May  23, ,  (o  the  6,000   then  autho'rised    by   law    about   2,000 


1836,  be  disbanded  on  the  1st  day  of  October  next; 
and" — 

Mr.  Edteards,  of  Missouri,  addressed  the  commit- 
tee at  some  length  against  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Care  Johnson  then  withdrew  his  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Jl/nson's  amendment  falling  also  with  it,  Mr. 
Mason  thereupon  renewed  his  amendment,  and  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  adopted  by  yeas  68, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  Cave  Johmon  then  renewed  his  substitute 
amendment  for  the  bill,  modified  in  some  particulars, 
and  briefly  defended  it. 

Mr.  Granger  spoke  in  opposition  to  reduction. 

Mr.  Reynolds  spoke  in  favor  of  disbanding  the  se- 
cond regiment  of  dragoons. 

Mr.  Pendleton  spoke  in  opposition  thereto,  and  in 
conclusion,  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment. 


more;  making  the  total  of  our  army  3,000  effective 
men.  He  was  not  disposed  to  use  the  retrenching 
knife  any  further  than  this. 

As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Black)  so  vehemently  complained  of,  having  the  2d 
dragoons  disbanded  rather  than  the  1st,  it  was  no 
matter  of  free  choice  with  Mr.  A.  The  2d  regiment 
had  been  created  on  the  condition  that  the  president 
miglit  disband  it;  that  was  an  essential  p;>rt  of  the 
original  act,  and  it  formed  one  of  the  grounds  on 
which  that  act  was  carried  through  the  house;  ob- 
jections were  removed  by  the  pledge  that  the  corps 
was  not  to  be  a  permanent  addition  to  the  army.  The 
first  regiment  had  been  created  on  no  such  condition. 
Mr.  A.  here  adverted  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  regiment  had  been  established;  it  was  on 
the  ground  that  an  army  was  incomplete  and  inefficient 


Tile  bill  from  the  house  to  regulate  the  mode  of 
taking  testimony  in  contested  elections,  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title  and  rei^rred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  jlrcher,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  pursers  and  warrant  officers  of  the 
navy. 

Mr.  ft'iii":  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the 
salaries  were  exorbitant  in  comparison  with  the  du- 
ties, &c. 

Mr.  Ifilliams  sustained  the  bill,  declaring  the  du- 
ties of  a  purser  to  be  arduous,  complex  and  diversi- 
fied, and  such  as  to  puzzle  the  most  experienced  of- 
ficers, and  hence  that  the  pay  should  be  adequate  to 
the  vast  responsibilities  of  the  station. 

AnrI  after  some  furllier  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Choatc,  ^ircher,  Calhoun,  and  others,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  augment  the  marine  corps. 

This  bill  was  debated  at  some  length  and  then  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
contract  for  the  buildingof  certain  steam  vessels  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Ifiichminiisaid  we  had  bill  upon  bill  to  increase 
the  pay    and  to  augment  the  marine  corps,  and    now 


•  I'hia  bill  luulionses  u  trautfer  to  ilic  .'ecrtiaiy  ot  ilie 
navy  of  one  luilificalion  or  uiiliiary  p"Sl,  fur  Ihe  purpose 
ot  II  naval  school  for  such  ihings  an  pertain  to  navid 
seivite;  and  invests  the  secretary  ui  Ihe  iinyy  with  lull 
powers  in  respect  of  course  of  sindy,  regulaliuns,  icach- 
ers,  &.C.  The  officeisof  the  navy  eiitjuycd  in  ihe  school 
are  in  receive  the  same  pay,  &.e.ns  when  on  duly  at  sen, 
and  ihe  pupils  the  name  as  al  ihn  niivnl  asylum.  The 
tclioui  10  be  in  the  ucigliborhood  ol  Tori  Moiuut. 


to  insert,  in  the  sixteenth  section  of^ttie  |aw  of  1838,  j  without  cavalry;  in  this  way  the  objection  to  the  ex 
'        '        »  -    »  ■  pense  of  a  mounted  corps  was  met  and  overcome. 

There  was  an  additional  reason  why  the  2d  regi- 
ment should  be  abolished,  if  any;  and  it  was  on  the 
ground  of  personal  equity  to  the  men  composing  the 
two.  Those  of  the  first  regiment  were  older  in  the 
service,  and  entitled,  therefore,  to  be  retained,  ac- 


(which  section  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson  pro- 
poses to  exempt  from  repeal,)  after  the  provision 
that  all  enlistments  shall  be  for  five  years,  the  words 
"unless  sooner  discharged." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 


And  the  question  recurring  on   the  amendment  of,  cording  to  the  principle  universally  prevailing  where 
Mr.  Johnson  as  amended.  i  military  reductions  were  made.     That  principle  had 

Mr.   Charles  Brown  spoke   against  abolishing  the ;  jjoverned  the  action  of  congress  in  1821.     They  had 
office  of  commissary  general.  j  then  two  major  generals;    it   was   resolved    there 

Mr.  .Warns  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn-i  should  be  but  one,  and  General  Brown  was  retained, 
sylvania  had  brought  forward  that  subject;  the  fea- ,  and  General  Jackson  was  dismissed,  simply  because 
ture  to  which  he  objected  was  one  of  the  features  in  General  Brown  was  the  senior  officer, 
the  bill  which,  with  others,  induced  Mr.  A.  not  to  1  Mr.  A.  was  actuated  by  no  feeling  towards  the 
feel  favorable  to  its  adoption.  The  proposed  reor-j  commanders  of  either  of  the  two  corps,  or  the  other 
ganizalion  of  the  army  did  not  meet  Mr.  A's  wishes:  |  ofiicers.  They  were  both  gallant,  faithful,  and  hon- 
he  believed  the  system  as  established  by  the  act  of!  orable  men;  and  the  officers  of  both  regiments  were 
1821   had  v/orked  well,  and   he  saw  no   reason  for   admirable  officers  in  all  respects.     He  was  governed 


changing  this  particular  part  of  it.  The  change  then 
made  in  regard  to  providing  the  clothing  of  the 
troops  I\Ir.  A.  had  always  considered  a  groat  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  A.  had  risen,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing a  few  words  on  a  different  subject,  he  meant  the 
reduction  of  the  army.  He  wished  to  propose  two 
or  three  amendments  to  that  which  had  been  brought 
forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Air. 
Cuiif  Johnson.)     One  of  them  was  to  reduce  the  num- 


solely  by  the  reasons  he  had  stated;  nor  could  he 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  any  injustice  would  be 
done  to  the  second  regiment  by  retaining  the  first  in 
service. 

In  reference  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  (Mr.  Pendleton,)  on  the  subject  of 
double  rations,  Mr.  A.  stated  an  amendment  he 
meant  to  bring  forward,  when  that  part  of  the  bill 
came  under  consideration,  the  nature  of  which  the 
reporter  could  not  distinctly  hear;  but  it  is  of  the  less 


her  of  rank  and  file  in  earh  company,  from  fifty,  as  consequence,  as  Mr.  Stanlij  stated  that  the  military 
it  stood  in  the  bill,  to  42,  as  it  had  been  fixed  in  1821,  |  comm.ttee  had  precisely  the  same  amendment  pre- 
and  as  it  had  been  calculated  for  in  the  army  appro- 1  pared,  and  would  offer  it  at  the  proper  tunc.  Mr.  A. 
priation  bill.  Such  a  reduction  had  virtually  been  i  was  satisfied,  and  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to  by  the 
voted  by  the  house  in   adopting  that  appropriation,   commiti 


and  he  wished  the  present  bill  accommodated  to  the 
other. 

As  a  second  amendment,  he  desired  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  that  portion  of  his  a- 
mendment  which  authorised  the  president  to  form  a 
regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  to  take  the  place  of 
the  2d  dragoons,  which  the  house  had  decided  should 
be  disb;inded.  Should  that  amendment  prevail  Mr. 
A.  was  apprehensive  that  the  solo  effect  would  be 
a  mere  change  of  name,  while  the  corps  remained 
substantially  the  same.  Instead  of  being  called  dra- 
goons Ihey  would  be  called  mounted  riScmun,  and 


Mr.  C.  Johnson  replied  to  Mr.  Mams. 

Mr.  Cnsliing  said  he  felt  very  little  interest  in  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  bill.  He  supposed  that 
the  present  congress  had  its  destined  work  to  per- 
form, which  was  to  reduce  the  government  to  a  state 
of  general  prostration,  so  that  there  might  devolve 
on  a  new  administration  the  task  of  resuscitating  and 
restoring  it.  Mr.  C.  should  offer  no  further  opposi- 
tion to  any  bill  for  retrenchment  and  reform;  but  he 
could  not  sit  silent  and  suffer  it  to  be  inferred  that 
he  acquiesced  in  principles  ho  deemed  most  crro- 
uoous.        a^... 
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It  was  to  him  immaterial  whether  this  was  called 
a  bill  for  the  reorganization  or  the  disorganization  of 
the  array;  it  was  a  bill,  at  all  events,  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  army;  and  he  stood  for  the  institutions  of 
the  country  as  they  had  received  them.  He  had  been 
told  that  "standing  armies^'  were  naturally  causes  of 
apprehension  in  free  republics;  and  the  argument 
thence  deduced  was,  that  our  army,  in  this  country, 
ought  to  be  reduced.  Mr.  C.  then  went  on  denying 
there  was  any  political  cause  to  dread  the  army,  and 
reprobated  the  opinion,  that  the  poverty  of  the  trea- 
sury was  a  just  cause  for  its  reduction. 

Mr.  Toland  spoke  in  opposition  to  devolving  the 
duties  of  the  commissasy  general  on  the  quarter- 
master's department. 

Mr.  Slanly  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  C.Johnson. 

The  hour  of  three  o'clock  arriving  the  committee 
rose  and  the  house  proceeded  to  vote  on  the  various 
amendments  ofl'ered,  and  after  progress  thereat,  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  Aug.  4.  Mr.  Gushing  submitted  a 
bill  requiring  the  secretary  of  state  to  submit  an- 
nually a  statement  of  all  the  changes  in  foreign  ta- 
riffs that  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  that  depart- 
ment. Referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  Cooper  on  the  agth  ult.  in  relation  to  the  refu- 
sal of  the  secretary  of  war  to  communicate  certain 
papers  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Cusliing  made  remarks  warmly  in  opposition 
to  the  resolutions  and  in  defence  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government.  Mr.  C.  spoke  until  he 
had  finished  his  hour  including  the  time  consumed 
when  the  subject  was  last  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vt.  addressed  the  house  in  con- 
tinuation, partly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cushing  and  partly 
in  opposition  to  the  resolutions  reported  unless  amend- 
ed. He  did  not  regard  the  answer  of  the  secretary 
as  declining  to  furnish  the  information  sent  for. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Penn.  continued  the  debate.  He 
regarded  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war  as  posi- 
tively declining;  and  in  an  offensive  manner,  the  call  for  other  purposes."] 
of  the  house  for  information.  Mr.  C.  devoted  much 
of  his  speech  also  to  Mr.  Cnsliing.  He  did  not  re- 
gard tlie  precedents  cited  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mass.  as  applicable  to  the  ease,  and  proceeded  at 
considerable  length  to  point  out  the  difference,  in  the 
two  cases. 

Mr.  Cooper  spoke  until  the  expiration  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  when  Mr.  Stanly  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

The  previous  question  on  the  bill  to  re-organize 
the  army  having  been  moved  and  sustained,  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  the  amendments  pendmg,  and  agreed 
upon  in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  second  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  was  struck  out  by  a  vote  of  100  to 
69.  The  privates  in  each  company  of  the  older  re- 
giment were  reduced  from  50  to  42. 


After  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  Roosevelt  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  amendment — ■ 

Mr.  .Idams,  during  the  residue  of  the  morning 
hour,  submitted  a  few  remarks,  in  which  he  was  \m- 
derstood  to  express  his  disposition  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  iVlr.  £r£rc«— his  (Mr.  A's)  desire  be- 
ing to  avoid  coming  in  direct  conflict,  so  far  as  was 
possible,  with  the  head  of  the  executive  power. 
These  collisions,  he  remarked,  seemed  to  multiply, 
and  it  appeared  that  no  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
the  house  could  prevent  them.  He  responded  to  the 
idea  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr. 
Everett)  that  there  was  no  absolute  necessity  for  a 
collision  at  this  time;  because  although  he  (Mr.  A.) 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Cooper)  that,  in  substance,  the  answer  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  was  a  refusal  to  send  the  papers,  still 
there  was  a  construction  to  be  given  to  it  which  the 
gentleman   from  Vermont   had  seen  the  force  of  in 


house.  It  was  in  this  form  as  reported  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer, and,  so  far  as  his  recollection  went,  it  was 
reported  correctly:  It  stated  the  principal  point  on 
which  he  should  dwell,  as  he  had  heard  it  l^rom  the 
lips  of  his  colleague.  Mr.  A.  then  read  tlie  fol- 
lowing: 

"Mr.  Clashing  said  he  felt  very  little  interest  in  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  bill.  He  supposed  that 
the  present  congress  had  its  destined  \vork  to  per- 
form, which  was  to  reduce  the  government  to  a  state 
of  general  prostration,  so  that  there  might  devolve 
on  a  new  administration  the  task  of  resuscitatingand 
restoring  it.  Mr.  C.  should  offer  no  further  opposi- 
tion to  any  bill  for  retrenchment  and  reform;  but  he 
could  not  sit  silent  and  suffer  it  to  be  inferred  that  he 
acquiesced  in    principles  he  deemed  most  erroneous. 

"It  was  to  him  immaterial  whether  this  was  called 
a  bill  for  the  re-organization  or  the  disorganization 
of  the  army;  it  was  a  bill,  at  all  events,  for  the  re- 


offering  his  amendment — that  was,  that  the  answer  [  duction  of  the  army;  and  he  stood   for  the  institu- 
vtas  not  to  be  considered  a  refusal,  but  merely  asug- ;  tions  of  the  country  as  they  had  received  them." 
gestion  to   the  house    to  reconsider   the  necessity  of  j      Mr.  ,^dams  continued.     And  it  was  immaterial  to 
having  the  papers.     Mr.  A.  contended  urgently  thatn  him  (Mr.  Cushing)  whether  a  bill  which  had  receiv- 
the  house  had  a  right  to  demand  papers,  without  as-  j  ed  the  sanction  of  a  large  majority,  establishing 


signing  any  reason — the  fact  that  it  wanted  the  pa- 
pers in  order  to  discharge  its  high  duties  to  the  na- 
tion being  reason  sufficient. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  Halsled 
called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

And  the  house  then  acted  upon  and  passed  nume- 
rous bills  of  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  of  a  sub- 
stitute which  he  would  move  for  the  bill  to  authorise 
the  sale  of  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States  in 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  company,  when  that 
hill  should  be  taken  up.  Tlie  substitute  was  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[A  message   was  received  from  the  senate  by  As- 


principle  repeatedly  discussed  and  debated  here,  and 
always  with  an  increasing  majority  for  the  princi- 
ples of  this  bill — il  was  immaterial  to  him  whether 
it  was  for  the  reorganization  or  the  disorganization 
of  the  army;  and  liestood  in  opposition  to  this  course 
— to  this  destiny  of  the  congress  of  the  U.  States — 
for  the  institutions  of  the  country,  including 

Mr.  Bovjne  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  .Idnms  wished  to  be  allowed  the  minutes  tak- 
en from  him  by  any  pointof  order  that  was  raised. 

Mr.  Bownc  made  the  point  of  order  that  the  re- 
marks of  .Mr.  Mams  were  not  confined  to  tlie  ques- 
tion under  consideration.  The  speech  to  which  this 
was   a  reply   was  made  in  committee  of   the  whole. 


bury  Dickens,  esq.,  their  secretary,  announcing  the  I  and  he  understood  the  speaker  to  have  decided  but  a 
passage  by  that  body  of  the  bill  from  the  house  "to  1  few  days  since,  with  reference  to  the  gentleman  from 
provide  revenue  from  imports  and  to  change  and  1  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  c/Jiiam.?),  in  another  case,  that  it 
modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  ;  was  out  of  order  in  the  house  to  reply  to  a  speech 
"  r  other  purposes."]  '•  delivered  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  S(nji%  moved  that  the  house  take  up  the  bill!      T\ie  speaker.     1  hat  was  the  decision  of  the  chair, 
from  the  senate  "respecting  the   organization  of  the  I      Mr.  Cws/iing- hoped  that  no  point  of  order   would 
army  and   for  other   purposes,"  for  the   purpose  of  j  be  made,  for  his 'holleague  might  bring  it  about  by 
moving  the   appointment  of   a   committee  of  confe-   supposing  a  ease,  and  Mr.  C.  preferred  that  the  re- 
rence  on  the  disagreeing  votes.  ply  should   be  direct,  with   the   understanding  and 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly  was  put  and  carried.      !  hope  that  he  might   have   (he  privilege  of  replying. 

Mr.  Slanly  then  moved  that  the  house  insist  on  its  j  There  was  nothing  in  this  (Mr.  C.  was  understood  to 
amendments   thereto,  and   appoint   a   committee  of  say)  that  he  was  not  willing  to  meet. 


conference  to  meet  the  committee  of  the  senate,  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  house  adjourn 
ed 


After  some  further  conversation  on  the  point  of 
order — 

Mr.  ,1d:ims  continued.  Whether  the  observation 
that  the  congress  of  the  United  States  must  proceed 


Saturday,  Aug.  6.     The  resolution  in  relation  to   "."^  accomplish  its  destiny,  which   was  the  prostra 


calling  upon  the  executive  for  the  report  of  lieuten- 
ant colonel  Hitchcock  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Adams  took  the   floor,  held  over  from  yester- 


The  military   superintendence  of  the  armories  at   j       morning,   and    inquired  of   the   speaker    what 
Springfield  and  Hai-per's  Ferry  was  struck  out,  and  |  amount  of  time   he   had  remaining   to   address   the 
the  clause  providing  for  the  civil   superintendence  I  jj^^jg  ^^  [j^iij  ,.ug5(lQ„; 
prevailed  by  a  vote  of  103  to  77.  jl,e  speaker.     Thirty-three  minutes. 

The  next  amendment  voted  upon  by  yeas  and  I  ^^^  Caruthers,  (Mr.  Mums  vielding  the  floor  for 
nays,  was  a  proposition  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  ;  ,1,6  purpose)  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  he  in- 
of  the  bill.  This  was  lost  90  to  88.  The  next  j  tended  to  move  to  the  substitute  resolution  moved  by 
amendment  voted  upon  referred  to  the  rations,  and  ,  jyj^  Everett  for  the  third  resolution  of  the  commit- 
the  amendment  of  the  committee  was  lost.  The  yeas  jgg  leaving  the  first  two  as  reported, 
and  nays  were  ordered  upon  the  passage  on  motion  jj-i^^  ,^^„,js  said  if  the  house  would  consent  to  go 
of  Mr.  Proffit,  of  Indiana.  The  vote  was  123  yeas  |  j^jq  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  un- 
to 63  nays.  j  ig^  and  lake  up  the  house  bill  No.  57  to  provide  for 

The  army  bill  having  been  disposed  of,  the  house  j  satisfaction  of  claims  for  French  spoliations  prior  to 
resolved  itself  into  committee  and  took  into  conside-  ]  jgQ^  ^^  would  be  very  mueli  obliged  to  them,  and 
ration  the  bill  to  regulate  the  taking  of  testimony  in  j  ^^yij]   postpone  until  Monday  the'remainder  of  his 


cases  of  contested  elections,  and  after  much  discus 
sion,  the  committee  roee  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  an- 
nouncing his  signature  to  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Friday,  Aug.  5.  The  house  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
calling  for  the  report  of  lieutenant  colonel  Hitch- 
cock from  the  executive. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  following  sub- 
stitute amendment  of  Mr.  Everett: 

"Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  in  his  letter  of  the  Ist  June,  for  declin- 
ing to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  this  house  of 
the  18th  of  May  last,  are  not  satisfactory  to  this 
house." 

Mr.  Cooper  continued  his  remarks  in  support  of 
the  grounds  assumed  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
and  the  resolutions,  (until  cut  off  by  the  expiration 
of  the  allotted  hour). 

Before  closing  his  remarks,  Mr.  C.  asked  Mr.  Eve- 
rett to  suffer  the  two  first  resolutio»s  of  the  commit- 
tee to  stand,  and  to  let  his  resolution  displace  the 
third  resolution  only. 

Mr.  Everett,  ivas  understood  not  to  ass>6Dt. 


remarks  on  this  subject.  He  would  state  to  the 
house,  without  going  into  particulars,  that  incidents 
might  occur  between  this  day  and  Monday  morning 
at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  this  house,  which 
would  abridge,  very  considerably,  what  he  had  to 
say;  and,  if  that  should  be  the  case,  the  house  would 
be  relieved  even  from  the  thirty-three  minutes  which 
heliad  at  this  time.  Mr.  A.  therefore  moved  to  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  un- 
ion to  take  up  the  bill  relating  to  these  claims. 

The  liouse  refused. 

Mr.  .idans  then  resumed  the  floor,  and  proceeded 
with  his  remarks. 

The  reason  why  Mr.  A.  was  desirous  of  postpon- 
ing the  consideration  of  this  subject  till  Monday 
morning  arose  from  the  very  unpleasant  nature  and 
character — unpleasant  to  him,  and  he  thought  very 
likely  unpleasant  to  this  house — of  the  observations 
he  felt  himself  called  on,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  a  representative  of  the  people  in  this  hall,  to 
make.  It  was  no  ordinary  occasion  which  could  re- 
quire of  him  the  discharge  of  this  duty  As  the 
foundation  of  it,  referring  to  some  of  the  observa- 
tions he  had  yesterday  made,,  he  would  read  a  part 
of  the  report  af  a  speech  made  by  his  colleague  over 
the  way,  (Mr.   C'us/iitij),  within  a  few  days,  in  this 


tion  of  the  government,  to  be  restored  by  a  future 
administration,  belonged,  or  was  relevant  to  the 
question  whether  a  regiment  of  dragoons  should  be 
reduced  in  the  army  or  not,  he  would  leave  for  this 
house  and  the  country  to  determine. 

To  that  position,  and  not  to  its  special  application 
to  the  question  then  immediately  before  the  house, 
it  was  that  Mr.  A.  felt  himself  called  on  to  make 
some  reply.  That  position  applied  to  the  question 
directly  before  them  as  much  as  it  did  to  the  ques- 
tion then  before  the  house,  and  therefore  whatever 
he  might  say  to  it  was  as  perfectly  relevant  to  this 
question  as  it  was  on  the  question  itself  on  which 
his  colleague  had  spoken,  for  they  were  engaged 
now  in  another  of  those  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
this  congress  by  which — according  to  the  estimation 
of  his  colleague,  which  he  was  willing  to  meet  as  a 
member  of  this  house — the  destiny  of  this  congress 
was  to  be  completed  in  the  prostration  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  to  be  restored  hereafter 
by  a  more  virtuous  administration. 

When  Mr.  A.  had  heard  his  colleague  make  tbat 
declaration,  their  was  in  the  pain  which  it  inflicted 
or,  him  only  on«  consolation,  and  that  was  that  if 
his  colleague's  views  were  now  correct,  and  had 
been  at  that  time,  the  glorious  restoring  administra- 
tion would,  have  the  benefit  of  his  assistance  un- 
doubtedly, with  all  the  powers  of  his  mind.  That 
was  some  consolation  to  Mr.  A.  If  we  were  to  go 
to  ruin,  if  the  course  pursued  by  this  congress  was 
to  accomplish  the  prostration  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  his  colleague  who  had  then  and 
at  many  other  times  entered  his  formal  protest  against 
every  act  of  this  congress  which  could  constitute 
that  conduct  by  which  the  destiny  of  the  congress 
was  to  be  accomplished,  would  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  it  had  always  been  against  his  di- 
rect and  earnest  remonstrance;  and  of  course  if  the 
people  of  this  union  were  to  be  reduced  to  that  state 
of  distress  and  misery  which  was  to  he  inflicted  on 
them  by  this  congress,  to  whom  could  they  look  to 
restore  that  prosperity  and  glory  which  his  colleague 
foresaw  it  was  the  destiny  of  this  congress  to  pros- 
trate, but  to  him  and  to  those  who  worked  with  him? 
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But  this  was  but  one  single  sentence  of  what  his 
colleague,  with  three  or  four  other  memhers  of  this 
house,  had  maintained  from  the  time  when  the  first 
controversy  and  dissension  toolc  place  between  the 
legislative  and  executive  department  of  this  govern- 
ment at  the  extra  session.  On  the  first  dawning  of 
the  discord  between  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  of  this  government,  which  ha  I  already 
proceeded  so  far  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the 
prostration  of  which  his  colleague  spoke,  Mr.  A. 
thought  that  his  colleague  had  stated  in  this  house 
that,  whatever  other  gentlemen  might  choose,  he 
was  for  supporting  the  administration  of  John  Tyler, 
and  he  must  say  that  most  faithfully  had  that  pro- 
mise been  carried  into  effect  at  this  time.  The  ad- 
minislration  of  John  Tyler,  so  far  as  it  had  been  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
Union,  had  been  fully  supported  by  his  colleague 
down  to  this  declaration;  and  in  the  course  of  that 
discussion  which  had  arisen  and  made  so  much  pro- 
gress in  this  country,  his  colleague,  at  repeated 
times,  had  declared  himself  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
executive  power,  and  in  opposition  to  that  congress 
lyhose  destiny  he  had  now  so  fatally  premised. 

But  there  was  a  question  of  some  importance  to 
this  house,  of  importance  to  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  of  importance — infinite  imimrtance  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States;  whether  the  view 
taken  by  his  colleague  of  this  contest  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  authorities  was  correct: 
whether  in  all  the  divisions  that  had  taken  place  and 
were  now  multiplying  from  day  to  day,  the  congress 
had  been  wrong  and  the  head  of  the  executive  de- 
partment right'  That  was  a  point  Mr.  A.  meant  to 
meet,  and  as  his  colleague  was  ready  to  meet  any 
objections  to  his  course  and  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  him,  Mr.  A.  trusted  that  he  would  justify 
himself  and  the  executive  against  the  congress  of  the 
United  States.     Thej  all  knew  that  in  every  servil 


postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  question 
till  Monday— the  simple  signature  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  a  bill  sent  him  this  day, 
would  operate  like  a  charm,  and,  together  with  the 
settlement  of  the  negotiations  with  Great  Britain,  se- 
curing the  peace  of  the  country — these  two  mea- 
.surcs  together,  take  his  word  for  it,  were  enough  to 
restore  the  prosperity  of  the  country  even  at  this 
hour,  and  the  eft'ect  of  it  would  be  felt  within  four 
and  twenty  hours  after  the  signature  should  take 
place. 

This  was  his  opinion  nf  the  present  congress.  He 
would  add  one  measure  more  not  yet  consummated: 
ho  meant  that  of  the  reduction  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  establishing  and  settling  the  principle 
that  the  army  is  not  a  permanent  institution  of  this 
country,  but  that  it  is  only  a  necessary  evil,  to  be 
maintained  only  in  consequence  of  necessity  for  the 
jirotection  of  the  country.  The  settlement  of  that 
principle,  let  it  be  in  what  manner  it  might  as  a 
question  between  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the 
legislature — the  settlement  of  that  principle,  the  for- 
mal and  deliberate  decision  of  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  that  when  the  army  is  no  longer  ne- 
cessary, either  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  that  mo- 
ment the  portion  of  it  not  indispensably  necessary 
must  be  reduced,  was  of  great  importance  at  any 
time,  and  of  infinitely  more  importance  at  present; 
because,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  from 
every  thing  they  knew  of  the  principles  of  this  ad- 
ministration, its  policy  was  directly  the  reverse,  as 
was  evident,  not  only  from  the  proposals  sent  here 
by  the  military  heads  of  departments,  the  secretaries 
of  war  and  of  the  navy,  but  even  by  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  executive  himself;  and  among  the  prin- 
ciples which  Mr.  A.  wished  his  colleague  to  revise, 
and  which  he  had  undertaken  to  insist  on,  was  that 
which  he  had  now  asserted,  that  the  army  was  one 
of  the  institutions  of  the  country,  to   be   preserved 


press  the  executive  could  command,  by  power  of  pa-   abstractly,  without  inquiry  as  to  the  necessity  of  its 
tronageor  any  other  power,  this  declamation  against   existence  at  all,  or  of  its  existence  in  amount, 
congress  had  been  uniform  and  reiterated    from  the       jyir.  A.  feared  that  he  should  get  through  his  time 
time  that  the  dissension  first  disclosed  itself.  |  without  having  au  opportunity  of  presenting  the  ideas 

It  was  not  his  province  to  defend  the  congress  of .  he  wished  to  do.  The  error  of  his  colleague  was  the 
the  United  States,  and  most  especiplly  not  to  defend  1  error  of  the  executive  head  himself.  He  had  met 
generally  this  house.  In  this  house,  to  say  nothing  :  with  the  misfortune  which  befell  Charles  I.  of  Eng- 
of  the  other — for  he  had  nothing  to  complain  of  the  land.  Mr.  A.  had  read  the  history  of  (he  reign  of 
other— there  had  been  proceedings  sanctioned  by  the  '  Charles  1.,  and  he  found,  in  repeated  instances,  that 
authority  of  this  house  from  the  commencement  of  I  the  author  (who  was  partial  to  him)  said  that  in  the 
the  extra  session  of  congress,  and  more  than  once]  controversies  he  had  had  with  the  legislative  power, 
during  the  present  session,  which  he  could  not  defend  |  which  finally  terminated  on  the  scaftbld  on  his  part, 
or  justify.  He  hoped  the  time  would  come  when  that  his  error  was  in  conceiving  that  he  was  an  ab- 
the  house  would  see  the  propriety  of  reviewing  some  solute  sovereign.  He  was  full  of  conscience,  a  very 
of  those  acts;  but  fee  could  say,  and  did  say  now,  in  !  religious  man;  but  he  thought  himself  to  be  the  su- 
liis  place,  that,  in  bis  opinion,  no  congress  of  the  U.  ]  preme  ruler  of  the  country  over  which  he  was  king, 
States  that  had  ever  existed  bad  done  more  for  the  and  that  mistake  was  at  the  foundation  of  all  his  mis- 
people  than  the  present  existing  congress  of  the  U. 
States.     [Cries  of  "good!"]  None  had  existed  which 


had  done  more  justice  to  the  nation,  or  more  justice 
to  private  claimants,  as  the  labors  of  yesterday  alone 
would  show.  The  present  congress,  in  his  estima- 
tion, had  done  all  that  could  be  done  to  restore 
the  'prosperity  of  the  country,  which  was  suffering 
under  the  consequences  of  previous  legislation  and 
administration.  One  of  the  most  material  and  indis- 
pensable measures,  in  his  opinion,  for  the  restoralion 
of  the  credit,  of  the  honor,  and  of  the  glory  of  this 
country,  was  the  estahlishmcnt  of  a  national  bank 
by  two  several  acts  of  this  congress  that  had  been 
achieved,  and  achieved  against  the  most  formidable 
opposition,  and  opposition  which  alone  could  have 
justified  the  executive  in  arresting  the  beneficial  ope- 
ration of  llie  congress  of  the  United  States.  Twice 
had  it  been  repeated,  and  twice  had  it  been  arrest- 
ed by  the  executive  hand.  This  congress  of  the 
United  Slates  had  accomplished  a  bankrupt  law,  re- 
lieving the  misery  and  distress  of  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands;  and  now  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  at  a  time  when,  by  delay,  which  he 
would  not  impute  to  any  individual  or  to  any  party, 
a  day  had  nearly  come  after  which  no  revenue  could 
be  collected  from  imports  by  the  country,  congress 
hud  passed  an  act  providing  for  that  state  of  things, 
and  delay  fur  a  lime,  until  file  final  deliiierations  on 
the  subject  should  be  consummated,  the  arrival  of 
that  stale  of  the  treasury  in  which  no  revenue  could 
be  collected  by  law. 

That  measure  had  been  blasted  like  the  other,  and 
now,  at  this  moment— this  very  day— this  congress 
had  passed  another  act,  which,  if  the  gentleman  at 
the  other  end  of  the  avenue  would  only  sign  with 
his  name,  my  word  for  it  (said  Mr.  A.)  Ihe  prospe- 
rity of  this  country,  the  credit  of  the  country  will 
be  restored,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  ufler  that 
not  a  dollar  will  it  cost  you  to  raise  not  only  twelve 
millions,  but  lliirty  miUions  by  loan  if  you  want  it. 
"Vcs,  and  these  measures,  taken  together,  accomplish. 
in  my  opinion,  the  great  principles  on  which  the  pre- 
sent administration  was  brought  info  power.  Even 
now— and  that  was  the  reason  why  he  had  >vished  to 


Now  (continued  Mr.  A.)  that  this  house  had  the 
power  to  dictate  to  the  executive,  was  true  in  the 
very  nature  of  it,  because  it  was  a  legislative  power. 
Legislation  was  dictation;  the  house  had  the  power 
to  dictate  to  the  executive,  and  he  had  no  power  to 
dictate  to  it  otherwise  than  in  the  qualified  veto.  Mr. 
A.  further  read  from  the  letter  of  the  president  as 
follows:  "The  constitution  never  designed  that  the 
executive  should  be  a  mere  cipher;"  [That  was  true, 
doubt,  said  Mr.  A.  Laughter  and  a  voice:  "There 
has  been  a  practical  mistake,  for  a  cipher  is  presi- 
dent;"] "on  the  contrary,  it  denies  to  congress  the 
right  to  pass  any  law  without  his  approval."  Was 
ever  any  thing  pretended  so  monstrous,  asked  Mr.  A. 
as  that  the  constitution  denied  to  congress  the  right 
to  pass  any  law  without  the  president's  approval? — 
Did  not  the  constitution  expressly  say  that  if  they 
sent  the  president  a  bill  and  he  did  not  return  it  in 
ten  days,  it  was  a  low  just  as  much  as  if  he  had  sign- 
ed it'  How,  then,  was  it  possible  for  the  president 
to  say  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  pass  a  law  with- 
out his  approval?  He  left  out  of  view  the  provision 
that  a  bill  could  be  passed,  not  only  without  the  pre- 
sident's approval,  but  against  his  disapproval.  There 
was  no  possible  sense  in  which  the  words  quoted 
were  true.  Was  it  possible  that  the  executive  of 
this  country  could  assert  a  principle  more  directly 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  people  themselves? 
It  was  a  direct  assertion  of  the  same  power  which  is 
enjoyed  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain;  an  absolute 
negative  on  the  laws  of  congress.  It  might  be  said 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  although  he  never  ex- 
ercised that  power,  that  the  parliament  could  pass 
no  law  without  his  approval. 

Mr.  A.'s  hour  here  expired,  and  he  resumed  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Proffit  followed  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  reply,  and  had  not  concluded,  when  the 
speaker  announced  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour. 

The  house  then,  after  transacting  private  business, 
adjourned. 

MoND.^T,  August  8.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  offered 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives,  (the  senate 
concurring  therein),  that  the  president  of  the  senate 
and  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  be 
directed  to  close  the  present  session  of  congress  by 
an  adjournment  of  their  respective  houses  on  Mon- 
day, the  23d  day  of  August  instant,  at  2  o'clock  P. 
M.  of  that  day. 

Mr.  M.  demanded  the  previous  questi.jn.  And 
there  was  a  second.  And  the  main  question  (on  the 
resolution)  was  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

[Mr.  IViii.  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  presented 
the  following  memorial,  signed  by  a  large  number  of 
farmers,  mechanics,  merchants,  lawyers  and  laboring 
men  of  Pennsylvania,  which  fully  and  clearly  ex- 
plains their  views  upon  a  great  national  measure  of 
relief  to  the  government,  the  slates,  and  the  people. 


fortunes  as  well  as  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  nation. 
The  mistake  of  his  colleague,  and  of  the  executive 
ruler  himself,  was  that  he  was  a  branch  of  the  legis- 
lative power.  His  colleague  had  repeated  a  number 
of  times  that  the  president  was  a  co-ordinate,  inde- 
pendent branch  of  that  power.  Mr.  A.  had  here  a 
letter  in  which  that  principle  was  asserted  by  the  ]  ^  ,°  J°,^^,^' 
president  himself.  This  letter  was  published  and 
not  disavowed.  The  whole  of  it  he  would  not  read. 
He  intended  to  have  made  some  other  observations 
on  it,  but  this  was  the  point  to  which  he  would  refer. 
Mr.  A.  then  read  from  the  letter  of  the  president 
as  follows:  "Executive  dictation!  I  repel  the  im- 
putation. I  would  gladly  harmonize  with  congress 
in  the  enactment  of  such  measures,  if  the  majority 
v/ould  permit  me."  What  is  that'  asked  Mr.  A.  If 
they  would  permit  him!  How?  by  doing  just  what  he 
thought  proper.     It   was  precisely  the  case  of  one 

gentleman  out  of  twelve  on  a  jury,  whodeclared  that  --  :--  .-  ,  .„„"", Un„„»t>  UnL-  nf  vilnp  in  nossps- 

P    ,     ,  ^  ■     ,.     i-i- "^   1  u    u  t\  ^*^  and  this  bv  no  means  tnrougn  lack  01  value  in  pusses 

he  had  never  met  in   his  life  eleven  such  obstinate  ".""  "!'',,■!        ,„„,  .  „rii,otli,  wl,i..h  s-,i.t  cihli'^itinn* 

ith  the  ma-  sion,  bui  from  want  ol  ttiat  in  wnicn  saia  oniigaiions, 


To  the  honorable  the  senate  and 

house  of  representatives  of  the  V-  Slates: 
The  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
resident  in  the  stale  of  Pennsylvania,  by  this  memo- 
rial respectfully  represent:  That,  although  our  na- 
tion is  in  full  possession  of  health,  peace,  and  abun- 
dant harvests,  we  are  far  from  the  enjoyment  of  that 
happiness  which  is  the  only  proper  object  of  enlight- 
ened legislation.  Our  present  distress  arises  from 
the  non-fulfilment  of  contracts;  extending  from  those 
of  some  of  our  most  important  sovereign  states  down 
to  the  smallest  engagements  of  obscure  individuals; 


The  president  would  harmonize  with  tlie 
jority  if  the  majority  would  do  just  what  he  told 
them!  That  was  the  substance  of  the  whole  letter 
repelling  the  charge  of  dictation.  But  to  proceed 
with  the  letter:  "Most  gladly  would  I  approve  any 
bill  having  revenue  for  its  object,  and  the  protection 
of  manufacturing  industry  as  its  incident,  which 
should  he  presented  to  me  unconnected  with  matters 
having  no  necessary  aflilialion,  and  which  are  only 
calculated  to  embarrass  the  executive  action."  That 
was  the  president's  opinion,  but  it  was  merely  a  beg- 
ging of  the  question.  The  president  would  harmo- 
nize with  them  if  they  would  harmonize  with  him — 
if  they  would  do  what  ho  told  them  to  do! 

But  something  further:  "Each  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment is  indcpcndeiil  of  every  othjer."  There 
was  the  precise  error  (said  Mr.  A.)  of  his  colleague, 
that  the  executive  was  independent  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.  No  more  outrageous  principle 
to  tlie  true  intent  of  the  constitution  of  the  country 
could  be  laid  down  than  that.  The  executive  was 
not  independent,  and  heaven  forbid  that  the  day 
should  ever  come  when  either  can  dictate  to  the 
other! 


are  dischargeable,  viz.  ready  money.  And  we  de- 
clare it  as  our  firm  belief,  before  God  and  our  coun- 
try, that  honest  debts  cannot  be  paid — noble  industry 
is  turned  idle— private  faith  is  broken  up— and  pub- 
lic credit  is  perishing— solely   for  want  of  a  proper 

CURRKNCY. 

A  sufficient  currency  we  cannot  have  by  coin;  a 
sound  currency  we  cannot  have  without  a  proper  da- 
sis;  this  basis  may  be  found  in  the  due  appropriation 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  immense  and  unvalued  na- 
tional domain. 

The  public  lands  now  unsold  have  been  estimated, 
at  government  price,  to  be  worth  j;a,UOU,Utm,000:  we 
ask  for  the  present  anticipation  of  only  one-tenth 
part  of  this  vast  property,  by  the  creation  of  two 
hundred  millions  of  national  stock,  at  such  interest 
as  shall  at  once  command  capital  at  par;  and  the  im- 
mediate distribution  of  this  strck  among  the  states, 
territories  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  an  equi- 
table allotment,  viz. 

For  each  senator  one  million;  thiswill  appropriate 
fiftv-two  millions — leaving  the  balance  to  be  divided 
on  the  basis  of  representation,  as  follows:  assuming 
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a  representative  for  the  District  oC  Columbia  anJ  one 
also  tor  each  of  the  territories,  we  shall  have  $600,- 
000  for  eacli  representative,  and  a  fractional  balance 
of  the  whole  of  $400,000,  which  balance  might  be 
divided  equally  between  the  three  territories  and  the 
District  ol'  Columbia,  and  the  allotment  would  then 
stand  thus: 

District  of  Columbia        -        -        700,000 

Florida 700,000 

Wisconsin        .        -        -        .        700,000 

Iowa 700,000 

Miohigao  .  -  -  -  9,600,000 
Arkansas  .        -        -        -    2,600,000 

Maine  ...        -        6,800,000 

New  Hampshire  -  -  -  5,000,000 
Vermont  -  -  -  -  5,000,000 
Massachusetts  -        -        -    9,200,000 

Rhode  Island  -  -  -  3,200,000 
Connecticut  -         -         -     5,600,000 

New  York  ...  -  26,000,000 
New  Jersey  -        -        -    5,600,000 

Pennsylvania  -  -  -  18,800,000 
Delaware  ....  2,600,000 
Maryland  -  -  -  -  6,800,000 
Virginia  ...         -     14.600,000 

•  North  Carolina  -  -  -  9,800,000 
South  Carolina  -  -  -  7,400,000 
Georgia  ....  7.400,000 
Kentucky  ....    9,800,000 

Tennessee     .        -        -        -        9,800,000 

Ohio 13,400,000 

Louisiana  ...  -  3,800,000 
Alabama  ....     5,000,000 

Indiana  ....  6,200,000 
Illinois  ....    3,800,000 

Mississippi  ....  3,200,000 
Missouri  ....     3,200,000 

200,000,000 

In  order  to  secure  full  confidence  in  the  above  as 
an  investment,  v/e  recommend  an  unconditional  pltdg- 
ing  of  the  avails  of  actual  sales  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  regular  redemption  of  this  stock,  and  a  suffi- 
cient increase  of  duties  on  foreign  merchandise  to 
ensure  payment  of  the  interest  with  rigorous  punctu- 
ality]. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haisted,  the  house  resolved  it 
self  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  JSriggs,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration. of  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  taking  of  testimony  in  cases  of  contested  elections 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  tirst  section  of  the  bill— 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  discussed 
until  one  o'clock,  when  the  committee  commenced 
action  upon  them  and  the  bill  as  modified  and  amen- 
ded was  reported  to  the  house  and  finally  passed  by  a 
■vote  of  99  to  82. 

Mr.  Stanly,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreements  between  the  two  houses  on  the  bill 
to  reorganize  tlie  army,  made  a  report,  which  he  ac- 
companied by  some  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  the  committee  had  recommended 
the  retaining  of  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  but 
that  after  the  4th  of  March  next  it  be  dismounted 
and  converted  into  a  rifle  corps.  He  dwelt  on  the 
importance  of  retaining  a  force  of  that  description  on 
the  frontier;  and  as  to  the  horses  and  equipments, 
they  might  be  disposed  of  on  government  account. 

The  committee  recommended,  in  the  next  place, 
to  reduce  the  number  of  privates  in  each  company  of 
the  artillery  and  infantry  regiments  to  forty-two. 

3.  To  allow  the  re-enlistment  of  non-commission- 
ed officers,  so  as  to  preserve  more  perlectly  the  or- 
ganization of  the  army. 

4.  In  regard  to  the  national  armories,  the  commit- 
tee proposed  to  relain  the  military  superintendents  at 
present  appointed;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  retain  all 
the  valuable  amendments  of  Mr.  Culhoun  as  to  the 
reduction  of  salaries  in  those  establishments.  The 
committee  had  also  recommended  the  abolition  of 
the  offices  of  twenty  military  storekeepers. 

The  first  legislation  atfecting  tiie  "peace  establish- 
ment" after  the  reduction  ofthe'army  at  the  close  of 
the  war  with  Great  Britain,  according  to  the  act  of 
March,  1815,  is  found  in  the  act  entitled  "an  act  for 
organizing  the  general  staff,  and  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  army,"  approved  April  24,  1816.  By 
the  fifth  section  of  tliis  act,  which  Oiakes  provision 
for  the  purchasing  department,  "as  many  military 
storekeepers  as  the  service  may  require,  whose  sala- 
ries shall  be  regulated  by  the  secretary  of  war,  ac- 
cording to  the  duty  they  may  perforin,"  were  autho- 
rised. The  proviso  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
required  that  they  be  subuiitled  to  the  senate  for 
their  confirmation,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  officers 
of  the  army. 


The  next  legislation  on  the  subiect  will  be  found 
in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  re- 
duce and  fix  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  March  2,  1821;  "and  that 
there  shall  be  one  commissary  of  purchases  and  two 
litary  storekeepers,  to  be  attached  to  the  purchas- 
ing department;"  and  the  said  act  of  March  2,  1821, 
furnishes  the  only  authority  for  appointing  storekeep- 
ers of  any  description  whatever. 

Tlie  twenty-three  storekeepers,  overand  above  the 
two  under  the  act  of  1821,  are  now  in  service  with- 
out the  sanction  of  law  or  necessary  implication. — 
Nor  do  the  requirements  of  the  service  demand  such 
agents.  When  the  ordnance  department  was  nearly 
doubled  in  1838,  it  was  expressly  understood  that 
storekeepers  would  not  afterwards  be  required. 

Both  com'Tiittees,  with  the  evidence  before  them, 
thought  these  officers  unnecessary,  and  unauthorised 
by  law. 

Besides  the  two  surgeons  and  ten  assistant  sur- 
geons already  dismissed  in  the  bill,  the  committee 
had  recommended  the  dismissal  of  one  inspector  ge- 
neral. 

6.  The   committee   recommend   that   the    senate 
agree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the  house  red 
extra  allowances. 

He  expressed  his  hope  that  the  compromise  thus 
agreed  upon  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cave  Johnson)  on  one  hand,  and 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Calkoun)  on  the. 
other.  He  believed  this  was  as  great  a  reduction  of 
the  army  as  could  be  effected;  and  he  feared  that,  be- 
fore six  or  eight  months,  gentlemen  who  pressed  this 
measure  to  this  point  would  see  cause  deeply  to  re- 
gret what  they  had  gone. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the 
reorganization  of  the  army,  and  also  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  appropriation  for 
the  army  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
subject  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Territorial  bills  were  then  taken  up  and  the  two 
following  were  passed,  viz: 

A  bill  erecting  a  new  land  district  in  Florida  to  be 
called  the  district  of  Alachua. 

A  bill  to  pay  the  Iowa  militia  called  out  in  the  dis- 
pute on  the  boundary  line  between  Iowa  and  Mis- 
souri. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Florida  militia  muster- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  years 
1839  and  1840: 

Provided,  That  it  shall  be  satisfactorily  proved  that 
the  aforesaid  officers  and  companies  had  been  called 
into  service  under  the  authority  given  by  the  war  de- 
partment to  Gov.  Call  in  March  and  August,  1839. 
The  bill  fixing  the  boundary  line  between  Missouri 
and  Iowa. 

Mr.  .^nrfrfws,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house  in  rela- 
tion to   the    hon.  Joshua  R.    Giddings,  passed  March 
21st,  A.  D.  1842,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  resc 
ded. 

Mr.  Mallory  and  other  gentlemen  objected. 
The  speaker  said,  this  being  resolution  day,  and  the 
call  resting  still  with  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  resolu- 
tion was  in  order. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  .indrews,  of  Ohio, demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  house  adjourn,  which 

prevailing  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  August  9.  Mr.  IVin.  C.  Johnson  asked 
leave  to  present  a  memorial  signed  by  a  number  of 
respectable  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  in  relation  to 
state  debts,  and  a  systein  of  measures  proposed  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  thereto. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  Mr.  Jij/mso»imov. 
ed  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  iMr. 
C.  Johnson  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  laid  on 
tlie  table.  By  a  vote  of  116  yeas,  to  16  nays,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table.  The  following  gentlemen  voted 
in  the  negative,  viz: 

Adjms,  J.  Cooper,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Granger,  J. 
R.  Ingersoll,  James,  W.  C.  Johnson,  J.  P.  Kennedy, 
McKennan,  T.  F.  Mai-shall,  Mas-veil,  Maynard, 
Saltonstall,  Toland,  Thomas  W.  Williams— J6. 

The  bill  and  report  of  the  committee  on  confer- 
ence on  the  army  appropriation  bill  was  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fillmore,  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house.  The  bill  for  the  re-organization  of 
the  army  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly  also  commit- 
ted to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Cooper,  in  respect  to 
the  demand  for  information  from  the  executive  in 
general,  and  in  the  specific  case  of  Lt.  Hitchcock's 
reports  on  the  atlairs  of  the  Cherokee  nation. 

Mr.  Cushing  obtained  the  floor,  and  had  commen- 
ced his  remarks  when  a  message  was  received  from 
the  president.  The  subject  was  the  laid  over,  and 
the  veto  message  (see  page  371,)  was  read. 


The  readingof  the  message  having  been  concluded, 
Mr.  Fillmare  rose  and  said  that  the  message  was 
one  of  too  much  importance  to  be  acted  on  until  it 
had  been  printed.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
house  would  consent  to  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
make,  that  the  message  be  entered  on  the  journal  as 
prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and  that  it  he  printed, - 
and  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be 
postponed  until  another  day.  It  was  unnecessary  to 
specify  to-morrow;  but  {hearing  several  suggestions 
to  that  effect)  Mr.  F.  said  if  gentlemen  were  dispos- 
ed to  say  to-morrow,  he  had  no  objection  to  put  his 
motion  in  that  form.  The  question  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question  was  then  taken,  and  there 
was  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  the  message  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  loas  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Stanly  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  all  debate  in  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  Senate  bill 
No.  233,  and  the  amendments  pending  thereto,  being 
a  bill  for  the  re-organization  of  the  army,  shall  cease 
at  4  o'clock  this  day,  when  the  committee  shall  pro- 
ceed to  vote  on  the  pending  amendments,  or  such  as 
may  be  offered  in  pursuance  of  the  rules,  and  then 
report  the  same  to  the  house.  The  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  C.  /.  Ingersoll  rose  and  said  he  gave  notice 
that  he  would  at  an  early  day  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill — [v.hich  is  in  the  following  words: 

A  BILL  to  provide  revenue  from  imports. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  Jimerica  in  congress  assembled, 
That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  same 
duties  upon  imports  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid,  under  the  same  laws,  rules,  and  regulations, 
which  were  levied,  collected,  and  paid  between  the 
1st  day  of  January,  18.38,  and  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved 
2il  March,  1833,  entitled  "an  act  to  modify  the  act 
of  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  and  all  other  acts  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports." 

Sec.  2.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  the  im- 
portation of  all  th»  articles  made  subject  to  a  duty 
of  twenty  percent,  ad  valorem  under  tiie  provisions 
of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  relating  to  duties  and 
drawbacks,"  approved  September  11,  1841,  there 
shall  hereafter  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  a  duly 
of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  except  upon  rail  road 
iron,  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rate  of  duty 
as  bar  or  bolt  iron  of  similar  manufacture  under  the 
first  section  of  this  act;  but  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed shall  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive  any  state  or 
incorporated  company  which  shall  have  imported 
rail  road  iron  prior  to  the  3d  day  of  March  next  of 
the  benefit  and  advantages  secured  to  them  respec- 
tively by  the  proviso  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  said 
act  relating  to  duties  and  drawbacks.] 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  called  for;  but,  objec- 
tion being  made,  it  was  not  read. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly,  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  and  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  "respecting  the  organization  of 
the  army  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  thereon. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  addressed  the  commit- 
tee in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference. 

Mr.  Fessenden  replied  to  Mr.  Thompson. 
Mr.  Mams  said  that  he  would  vote  for  adopting 
the  bill  of  the  committee  of  conference  though  it 
was  far  from  being  acceptable  to  him  as  it  seemed  to 
be  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Fessenden.) 
The  principle  in  the  bill  was  retrenchment  and  re- 
duction, and  though  they  were  but  slight,  yet  to  ob- 
tain that  principle  he  must  take  what  he  could  get. 
He  considered  this  act  as  one  of  the  most  important 
acts  ever  passed  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
by  the  establishment  of  that  principle,  the  principle 
of  reduction  instead  of  the  principle  of  increase  of 
the  army.  Mr.  A.  felt  it  important  that  this  bill 
should  pass  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  now  present- 
ed— far  more  important  than  that  it  should  fail.  He 
was  not  without  his  fears  that  if  it  failed  entirely, 
the  result  would  be  that  nothing  would  be  done  but 
an  appropriation  for  the  army  without  any  reduction 
at  all;  for  if  this  bill  was  lost  by  the  refusal  of  the 
house  to  concur  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference,  which  he  believed  the  senate  had  alrea- 
dy adopted,  he  did  not  see  but  the  prospect  was  that 
this  bill  would  fail  entirely.  If  it  was  lost,  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  army  still  remained 
to  be  acted  on;  and  then  on  that,  if  they  disagreed  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  which 
was  conformable  to  the  report  in  this  case,  they 
would  be  reduced  to  the  alternative,  either  of  pass- 
ing the  appropriation  bill  without  the  provisos  which 
had  beeu  introduced  into  it,  and  which  when  for  the 
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reduction  of  the  army,  or  of  losing  the  bill  entirely; 
and  although  he  did  not  think  that  even  in  that  case 
the  responsibility  would  rest  on  this  house  alone,  yet 
it  would  rest  between  this  house  and  the  senate,  and 
at  this  time,  above  all  things  in  the  world,  he  was 
opposed  to  such  a  disagreement  between  the  two 
liouses  of  congress  as  to  effect  the  loss  of  such  a  bill 
as  that.  We  had  discord— too  much  discord  alrea- 
dy, in  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The 
two  houses  of  congress  were  now  brought  to  an  is- 
sue with  the  executive  power,  the  result  of  which  in 
future  time  he  trembled  to  look  at. 

He  believed  that  it  had  been  entirely  out  of  the 
power  of  the  two  houses  to  avoid  it,  and  that  they 
were  under  no  responsibility  whatever  for  this  diffe- 
rence; but  while  they  were  laboring,  and  while  their 
constituents  were  laboring  under  the  sufferings  which 
that  brought  on  them,  it  would  be  a  very  great  ag- 
gravation to  that  state  of  things  if  the  two  houses  of 
the  legislature — on  whom,  and  on  whose  firmness  at 
this  moment,  he  believed  that  the  future  destinies  of 
this  Union  depended — should  cease  to  harmonize. 
He  believed  that  the  existence  of  this  Union  depeii- 
ded  on  the  continuance  of  harmony  between  this 
house  and  the  other  house  of  congress  at  this  time. 

Mr.  A.  had  said  that  it  was  with  great  unwillmg- 
ness  that  he  should  assent  to  the  continuance  of  this 
second  regiment  of  dragoons  under  its  metamorpho- 
sis into  a  dismounted  rifle  regiment,  because  he  per- 
sisted in  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  at  all  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  western  frontier  or  of  any 
other  part  of  the  union,  but  he  might  possibly  be 
mistaken  in  this  respect.  He  would  hope  that  at  the 
next  session  of  congress  this  principle — now  settled 
as  it  would  be  by  this  passage  of  this  bill— that  the 
army  was  to  be  reduced  to  the  utmost  extent,  so  far 
as  absulule  public  necessity  would  admit,  instead  of 
being  increased  ad  libitum,  not  to  say  ad  infinitum, 
would  not  be  disturbed. 

Mr.  A.  said  this  because  he  understood  that  the 
system  of  administration  of  the  present  executive  of 
the  United  States  was  in  a  great  measure  based  on 
contrary  principles  he  meant  the  principles  of  in- 
creasing the  army  as  well  as  the  navy,  with  the  re- 
commendations for  which  this  session  of  congress  '^ 
commenced,  and  which  Mr.  A.  confessed  alarmed  i 
him.  When  he  had  seen  the  recommendation  in  tlie  I 
message  of  the  president  himself:  when  he  had  seen  | 
the  propositions  and  recommendations  of  the  secreta-| 
ry  of  war  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy;  when  he  j 
had  seen  an  estimate  from  the  treasury  department,  j 
falling  far  short  of  the  propositions  made  by  these  j 
two  military  chiefs  of  the  departments,  amount  to  , 
five  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars  for  the  estimate  j 
of  the  expenses  of  the  present  year;  and  when  he  j 
saw  that  if  the  plan  of  the  propositions  of  these  two  j 
military  chiefs  should  be  carried  into  execution,  not  i 
live  and  twenty— no,  nor  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
would  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  present  year, 
and  that  too  when  all  on  all  sides  were  calling  for 
retrenchment  and  reform;  when  he  had  seen  the  ut- 
ter inconsistency  of  the  administration,  which  pro- 
fessed logo  for  a  retrenchment  and  reduction  of  ex- 
penditures, coupled  with  a  proposition  for  raising  an 
army  and  navy,  the  least  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  double  the  expenditure  of  the  present  quarter; 
and  when  he  had  seen  at  the  very  commencement  of 
the  session  a  blustering  and  bullying  tone  a.ssumcd  to 
other  nations,  great  and  small— a  craving  Jehu-like 
disposition  for  war— he  had  been  alarmed,  and  on 
the  perusal  of  the  very  first  indications  of  what  was 
to  be  Ihe  foreign  and  internal  policy  of  this  admin- 
istration, had  d.-clarcd  that  when  the  military  appro- 
priations should  come  into  this  house  he  would  show 
what  was  his  opinion  of  the  system,  and  what  the 
system  ought  to  be. 

With  this  external  system  of  bullying  foreign  na- 
tions and  threatening  war  to  them  without  stint  and 
without  mercy,  was  coupled  another  portentous  pre- 
tence of  the  head  of  the  present  administration,  that 
he  was  a  co-ordinate  brunch  of  the  legislature,  and 
that  congress  could  pass  no  actor  law  without  him; 
and  expressions  of  contempt,  not  against  a  party  but 
against  congress,  were  promulgated  to  the  world,  at 
the  same  time  they  were  to  be  treated  with  the  con- 
stitutional president's  objections  to  every  important 
bill  which  should  be  brought  before  him  for  his  ac- 
tion- and  when  constitutional  objections  could  notbe 
brought,  something  as  an  equivalent,  utterly  uncon- 
stitutional, was  to  be  produced,  viz,  the  signature  of 
a  bill,  together  with  the  objections  against  it! 

Now,  in  reference  to  this  bill,  and  to  all  its  parts, 
it  was  on  Mr.  A's  part  a  determined  opposition  to 
these  principles,  on  which  he  underslood  the  present 
executive  administration  of  the  government  was 
founded,  (and  among  these  that  which  of  all  others 
required  the  direct  adverse  action  of  this  and  the 
other  house  of  congress  was  this  very  bill),  that  in- 
duced him  to  the  support  of  this  measure.  He  be- 
lieved that  if  they  could  in  any  shape  or  manner  es- 


tabliih,  by  the  authority  of  congress,  and  that  in  de- 
fiance of  the  wishes  or  desires  or  purposes  of  the  ex- 
ecutive administrgtion,  the  direct  contrary  principle, 
that  the  armed  force  of  this  country  was  not  to  be 
increased  when  the  necessities  of  the  country  by 
which  it  had  been  raised  no  longer  existed,  but  that 
it  was  to  be  reduced,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  them 
to  settle  this  principle.  He  considered  it  settled  by 
this  bill;  and,  therefore,  although  these  concessions 
to  the  senate  would  very  much  impair  in  his  mind 
the  extent  to  which  the  principle  was  established  by 
this  bill,  and  although  it  would  have  been  far  more 
agreeable  to  him  if  it  had  been  carried  on  in  the  old 
established  principle  of  this  country,  which  he  would 
repeat  again,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  opinion  of 
his  colleague,  was,  that  a  standing  army  was  ab- 
stractly to  be  considered  as  an  object  of  abhorrence 
to  the  people  of  this  union,  and  that  whenever  it 
could  be  reduced,  and  there  was  not  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  its  continuance,  it  must  be  reduced,  that 
they  might  have  the  athanasia  of  an  army;  not- 
withstanding these  considerations,  he  should  vote  for 
the  bill  as  now  agreed  on  by  the  committee  of  con- 
ference of  the  two  houses. 

Mr.  A.  would  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  consideration  of  this  combination  of  ideas  and 
principles — to  the  president  of  the  United  States  as- 
suming that  he  had  the  power  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain;  that  he  was  a  branch  of  the  legislative  pow- 
er, co-ordinate  and  independent,  and  liable  to  no 
dictation  from  the  legislature:  and  not  only  assum- 
ing that  principle,  but  carrying  it  into  effect  as  far  as 
was  in  his  power  by  the  constitution,  and  further  by 
doing  that  which  the  constitution  did  not  autliorize 
or  warrant  him  to  do,  and  to  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments under  him  threatening  war  with  foreign  na- 
tions, calling  on  the  country  to  increase  its  arma- 
ments, to  increase  its  naval  force  and  its  army,  and 
adopting  a  tone  of  negotiation  with  regard  to  foreign 
powers  as  if  purposely  intended  to  provoke  them  to 
war. 

Mr.  A.  believed  that  the  army  and  navy  bills,  for 
.additional  expenditures  and  additional  armaments  to 
those  which  were  estimated,  were  all  the  produc- 
tions of  that  same  spirit,  and  that  they  were  brought 
forward  here  and  in  the  other  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture perhaps  by  gentlemen  who  had  not  sufficiently 
considered  what  that  great  system  was  of  which 
these  were  to  be  parts.  ]Ie  hoped  that  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  them  during  the  present  session  or 
at  the  next  session  of  congress.  The  fundamental 
error  in  them  and  in  the  head  of  the  executive  was 
that  same  assumption  of  the  power  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  of  being  an  independent  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  legislature.  They  had  heretofore  had 
some  discussion  on  the  subject  as  to  the  division  of 
powers  between  the  legislature  and  the  executive, 
and  on  that  occasion  Mr.  A.  had  stated  to  the  house 
what  he  ronsidered  the  difference  between  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
and  the  principle  by  which  it  was  impossible  to  con- 
sider the  president  of  the  United  Stales  as  a  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  legislature.  His  colleague  (Mr. 
Cushing)  had  referred  to  certain  papers  in  the  Fede- 
ralist, written  by  Mr.  Madison,  on  this  subject  of  the 
division  of  powers  between  the  legislature  and  the 
executive.  This  opinion,  like  all  the  other  opinions 
of  the  illustrious  writer  of  these  numbers,  was  un- 
doubtedly of  weight,  but  he  had  observed  in  these 
papers  that  it  was  supposed  that  Monte>,quieu  was 
the  first  author  or  principal  expounder  of  these  dif- 
ferences, and  Montesquieu  alone  was  quoted.  It  was 
a  very  remarkable  fact  that  no  notice  at  all  was  ta- 
ken of  Locke,  who  preceded  Montesquieu  thirty  or 
forty  years,  and  who  was  really  the  expounder  of  this 
principle  of  the  ditference  between  the  legislative 
and  the  executive  power,  and  it  was  from  him  that 
Montesquieu  took  every  thing  that  he  had  said  on 
the  .subject.  Here  was  a  treatise  by  Locke  on  civil 
government  written  and  published  thirty  or  forty 
years  before  Montesquieu  wrote. 

[From  this  work,  and  from  Montesquieu's  writings 
on  the  different  forms  of  government,  the  distinction 
between  the  executive  and  legislative  powers,  &c. 
Mr.  A.  read  copious  extracts,  which  the  reporter 
has  not  before  him,  and  into  which  time  does  not 
permit  him  to  enter.] 

Mr.  A.  continued.  He  must  be  permitted  to  say 
and  repeat  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  that  would  warrant  the  assump- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
of  a  co-ordinate  power  in  the  making  of  laws  with 
congress,  and  therefore  that  the  principle  assumed 
by  Ihe  present  head  of  the  executive  was  totally  un- 
founded, and  was  not  to  be  tolerated  by  this  nation. 
As  he  had  before  observed,  when  he  had  seen  all  this, 
and  put  it  all  together,  he  had  become  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  on  this 
congress  to  withstand  the  principle  thus  assumed, 
and  prepare  to  resist  it,  and  to  defend  the  liberties 


of  the  country  against  it;  and  when  he  had  seen  it,  ' 
in  its  consequences,  connected  with  this  system  of 
conducting  foreign  affairs,  driving  the  union  into 
a  war  which  would  prove  its  ruin,  he  had  felt  him- 
self called  on,  as  one  member  of  this  house,  to  take 
his  part  ill  endeavoring  to  stay  the  progress  of  these 
principles. 

If  he  might  be  permitted  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
which  his  colleague  (Mr.  dishing)  had  thought  pro- 
per to  make  with  reference  to  him,  he  would  repeat 
that  when  thi.s  subject  was  before  the  house  the  last 
time,  after  hearing  the  grave  charge,  not  against  a 
party,  but  against  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  for  him  to  sit  silent  here  un- 
der it.  He  took  to  himself  a  portion  of  thatcharge, 
and  considered  it  a  charge  of  an  aggravating,  crimi- 
nal nature.  To  be  sure,  it  was  a  perfect  safe  thing 
to  charge  bodies  of  men  with  heinous  crimes  under 
that  sort  of  protection  which  the  principle  gave,  lljit 
what  applied  to  numbers  indiscriminately  applies  to 
no  one  in  particular;  but  if  it  was  true  that  the  "des- 
tiny" of  this  congress  was  to  lay  prostrate  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  and  if  it  was  true  that  con- 
gress had  been  the  cause  of  that  prostration,  which 
was  to  be  completed,  Mr.  A.  must  take  his  share  of 
it;  and  if  he  did  not  take  his  share  of  that  charge  of 
high  crime  against  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
he  should  feel  himself  called  on  in  common  justice 
to  that  congress — to  the  majority  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  whose  measures  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  his  colleague,  had  brought  and  were  bringing 
this  country  to  a  state  of  prostration,  to  come  to 
their  defence.  Had  his  colleague  fully  considered 
the  nature  of  this  charge,  and  that  although  it  was 
made  on  the  whole  body,  there  was  not  one  of  them 
who  had  constitued  the  majority  by  which  the  great 
acts  of  this  congress  had  been  pasted  could  be  ex- 
empt from  it?  He  asked  his  colleague  whether  he 
would  rise  in  his  place  and  charge  any  one  member 
of  this  or  the  other  house  of  congress  with  pro- 
ducing and  designing  what  he  had  charged  to  theni 
as  a  body?  If  he  did  not,  he  would  ask  him  whe- 
ther he  could  here,  in  the  face  of  this  nation  and 
of  the  world,  get  up  and  charge  them  all  with 
that  which  he  dared  not  to  impute  to  any  one  indivi- 
dual? 

This  charge,  too,  was  made  from  all  the  venal 
presses  of  this  country  that  were  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  executive  head.  It  had  also  been  made 
by  the  executive  head  himself  more  than  once  in 
private  communication  to  individuals.  Mr.  A.  said 
that  every  individual  of  the  majority  which  had 
passed  the  acts  thus  described,  and  thus  quali- 
fied by  his  colleague,  was  bound  to  consider  it  as 
a  charge  on  himself;  and  he  would  ask  where  was 
the  justification  of  his  colleague  for  making  such  a 
charge? 

His  colleague  had  said  something  this  morning 
about  the  depravity  arising  from  party  spirit.  Did 
he  mean  to  say  that  this  party  spirit  or  this  prostra- 
tion was  to  be  attributed  to  the  majority  who  passed 
the  acts,  or  that  it  was  to  be  shared  by  the  majority 
who  resisted  and  opposed  them?  Would  his  colleague 
get  up  here  and  and  say  that  of  the  two  hundred  and 
forty  members  of  this  house  there  was  one  more 
criminal  than  another;  that  there  was  one  who  had 
any  influence  in  this  house  whose  private  life  was 
not  as  respectable  as  his  own?  Would  he  get  up  and 
say  that  there  was  a  member  of  this  majority  who 
wilfully  and  knowingly  had  pui-sued  a  cjurse  which 
must  end  in  the  prostration  of  the  government  of 
this  country?  If  he  would  not  say  it  of  an  indi- 
vidual, why  had  he  said  it  of  a  number  taken  to- 
gether, to  the  nation  and  to  the  other  nations  of  the 
world? 

The  majority  and  the  minority  here  differed  in  opi- 
nion on  subjects  of  vast  public  importance — on  mat- 
ters, perhaps,  involving  the   interests  of  the  nation, 
and  the  support  of  Ihe  institutions  of  the  nation;  but      , 
who  was  lo  be  the  judge  which  of  the  two  parties      j 
was  the  right  and  which  the  wrong  one.     Mr.   A.     J 
differed  from  a  large  portion  of  this  house  on  almost     1 
every  question  that  came  up  before  them,  but  on  his 
honor  as  a  man  there  was  not  a  man  against  whom 
he  would  make  the  charge  his  colleague  had  made. 
He  might  hold  the  opinion  that  their  voles  tended  to 
measures  which  would  produce  that  prostration,  but 
he  would  not  say  of  the  minority  compounded,  or  of 
any  single  individual,  that  it  was  part  of  his  destiny, 
and  that  he  was   pursuing  a  course  of  policy  which 
would  terminate  naturally  and  necessarily  in  the  pros- 
tration  of  the   government  of  the  country.     In  all 
criminal  charges  il  was  the  intention  which  consti-      i 
luted  crime.   "God  forbid  that  he  should  ever  charge     J 
any  individual  member  of  this  house  with  an  inton-      1 
lion  to  prostrate  this  government  or  the  liberties  of 
the  people;  and  if  it  could  not  be  said  of  the  minority, 
by  what  right  could  it  be  of  the  majority? 

They  had  had  a  paper  road  lo  them  to-day  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  there  was 
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a  majority  in  both  houses  of  congress  fora  bill  which   he  was  not  going  to  do.     He  knew  that  hv  refusinK~chr^the 


383 


believed  that  if  he  had  his  way  it  would  end   in  the  j 

prostration  of  this  government  and  of  the  liberty  of!  again  uponYhe  subject  olf  the  Trm 
tne  country,  but  sti  1  he  relied  on  the  majority  of  this  i  in  preference  to  military  superinti 
very  congress,  and  he  relied  on  the  beneficence  of  a! 


armories,  and  of 
preference  to  military  superintendance. 

^„„„i^   T,  •  1  ,j  ,  ,  ; 1      '^'"^  ''"'""  °f  four  having  arrived,''the  committee, 

superior  being   who  could  draw  good  out  of  evil,  for   in  pursuance  of  the  resolution   of  the  house  of  this 


issue  was  comphle— the  measure  which 

spread  joy  over  the  land,  was  now  lost. 

i  he  executive  had  made  open  war  upon  this  and  the 

"  >'  of  congress,  and  neither  could  yield  to 

ve  without  disgrace.  The  public  interests 

prostrated,  and  by  whom.'    His  colleague, 

ung,)  had  said  upon  another  occasion  by 

■ess.     Where  now  lay  the   fault,  he  would 

ind  the  country.'     Mr.  A.  proceeded   very 

iM     r.  /I  3.,  ,  I  "'""^ny  to  enumerate  the  sreat  measures  of  rrmoTPos 

Mr.  Cnlho^m  expressed  the  same  hope  and  dwelled  :  H.  began  with  the  bankrupt  act,  a,  d  d  d  tl  e   Sre^i' 

am  upon  the  subiectofthe  armor  es.  nnd  nf  rivil   rioni  ii,„  ,„=,;„„   . A L.       "'"       .    P'^^^'" 


the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  country;  and  much  as  he  belieVed  the 
president  had  been  mistaken  and  misled,  Mr.  A. 
would  not  give  up  the  hope  that  still  there  was 
an  escape  for  the  people  of  this  country  from  the 
evils  which  the  president's  power,  constitutional  or 

assumed 

The  hour  here  expired,  and  Mr.  A.  resumed  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Marshall  considered  the  military  storekeepers 
as  essential  officers  in  peace  as  well  as  war,  whose 
services  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  and  who  had 
existed  since  1793.  Mr.  M.  thought  that  Mr.  Mams' 
argument  had  been  that  as  an  act  of  opposition  to 
the  president,  the  army  ought  to  be  destroyed.  He 
himself  would  not  legislate  on  any  such  principle— 
If  the  counti-y  did  require  an  army,  and  the  order 
and  well  being  of  that  army  required  certain  classes 
of  officers  to  attend  to  its  management  and  control, 
he  went  for  retaining  such  officei-s  uotwithstandinj 
that  the  appointment  of  them  might  rest  in  the  hand^ 
of  the  president.  This  president  had  nearly  three 
years  yet  to  preside  over  the  country;  and  if  the  le- 
gislative branch  was  to  go  on  in  the  way  it  was  now 
going,  and  the  executive  was  to  continue  to  act  in 
the  way  he  was  now  acting— if  they  were  both  to 
contend  with  each  other  in  doing  all  the  harm  to  the 
country  that  they  possibly  could,  the  Lord  deliver 
the  country  from  the  executive  and  the  legislative 
branches  both!  Our  condition  was  strange  and  pe- 
rilous, and  would  be  so  for  three  years  ahead:  this  he 
knew  perfectly  well:  but  so  far  as  the  legislative 
power  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  M.  it  should  be  used  as 
the  real  good  of  the  country  might  require,  he  cared 
not  how  far  the  president  might  misuse  the  power 
confided  to  him. 

There  were  differences  between  Mr.  M.  and  that 
gentleman,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  party  with 
which  he  acted,  touching  the  increase  both  of  the 
army  and  navy;  but  it  would  do  no  good  to  state 
Ihem,  and  he  should  not  say  a  word  on  the  matter. 
Could  he  have  his  own  desire,  he  should  like  to  see 
our  navj  enlarged  very  greatly,  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  thai  extension  of  its  power  which  the  nation  was 
,  destined  to  make,  and  ought  to  make;  but  that  sub- 
ject was  not  now  in  debate. 

In  regard  to  the  abolition  of  these  twenty  pay- 
masters, he  was  against  it;  and  he  planted  himself 
on  the  nature  of  the  thing,  on  example  and  experi- 
ence; on  the  opinions  of  the  department,  and  of  the 
most  experienced  military  men;  and  on  the  belief 
that  in  their  course  on  this  subject  the  committee  of 
conlerence  had  been  entirely  mistaken,  in  cutting 
away  excrescences,  let  us  be  careful  that  we  did  not 
cut  into  vital  parts,  and  wound  and  weaken,  if  not 
destroy  them. 

This  congress,  he  was  fully  aware,  had  yet  to  meet 
a  dreadful  contest  before  the  people.  He  should  be 
with  them  in  that-eontest;  he  had  enough  of  the  es- 
prit de  corps  in  him  for  that;  but  they  should  be  cau- 
tiojas  how  they  increased  the  dithculties  of  the  con- 
test. The  charge  would  be  made  against  them  that 
they  had  tried  to  beard  John  Tyler,  and  could  not 
do  It;  and  that  then  they  turned  round,  and  in  a  spirit 
of  factious  opposition  devoted  their  whole  efibrt  to 
crippling,  and  embarrassing,  and  "heading"  him,  with 

a  view  to   make  him  odious  before  the  people to 

disgrace,  and  still  further  to  dishonor  in  the  public 
estimation  a  chief  magistrate  whom  no  man  had  any, 
the  remotest,  idea  of  ever  making  chief  magistrate 
again.  This  would  be  the  charge  they  would  have 
to  meet;  and  they  ought  nut  to  take  any  step  which 
might  appear  to  strengthen  it.  Mr.  M.  entertained 
no  disrespect  for  the  president;  he  pitied  his  condi- 
tion from  the  very  bottom  of  his  soul;  his  position 
was  eminently  difficult  and  dangerous. 

Mr.  M.  had  never  recognised  John  Tyler  as  the 
real  enemy  they  had  to  contend  with:  far  from  it. 
And  he  was  not  going  to  retrench  twenty  useful  pub- 
lic officers,  for  the  sake  eitherof  saving  some  pO,UOO 
to  the  treasury,  or  to  retrench  the  patronage  of  John 
Tyler.  It  seemed  to  him  a  matter  to  be  looked  into 
be^ure  they  consented  to  take  such  a  step.  They 
ought  to  discriminate:  it  might  be  proper  to  dispense 
with  some;  but  as  to  acting  in  this  way,  it  v\'as  what 


morning,  proceeded  to  vote 

Mr.  Everett  rose  and  moved  that  the  committee 
disagree  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference, 
and  recommended  to  the  house  the  appointment  of 
another  committee  of  conference. 

Tellers  were  appointed,  and  the  vote  stood  aves 
91,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Everett  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  accordingly. 

And  the  question  being  taken  the  house  concurred 
in  therecommendationof  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

So  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  was 
disagreed  to,  and  the  appointment  of  another  co, 
mittee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  this  house  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Pendleton  rose  and  inquired  of  the  speaker 
whether  any  notice  had  been  given  of  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  in  relation  to  the  final  adjourn- 
ment of  congress.' 

Before  the  speaker  had  replied- 

Mr.  Roosevelt  rose  and  said  that  he  now  gave  no- 
tice of  that  motion. 

And  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  McKay  rose  and  gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  for  the  payment 
of  the  Florida  militia  had  yesterday  been  passed. 

Ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  J.  C.  Clark,  of 
New  York,  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennm,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the 
western  waters  was  taken  up,  considered,  and,  after 
debate,  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  August  10.  The  resolutions  propos- 
ed by  Mr.  Cooper  and  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Everett,  in  relation  to  the  refusal  of  information  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  were  taken  up. 

Mr.  Caruthers  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  house  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. .\fter  a  few  preliminary  remarks  directed 
to  tlie  enormity  of  the  refusal  of  the  secretary  of 
war  to  communicate  the  reports  and  facts  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  house,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to 
examine  the  reasons  or  excuses  which  had  been  as- 
signed by  the  secretary  for  that  refusal.  These  ex- 
cuses, Mr.  C.  contended,  were  entirely  insufficient 
and  unsatisfactory,  and  he  replied  to  the  arguments 
advanced  by  Messrs.  Cushlng  and  Proffit  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  course  of  that  officer.  Mr.  C.  then  went 
into  some  several  general  remarks.  He  yielded  the 
floor  for  purposes  of  explanation  to  Messrs.  C«s/ii/io- 
and  Proffit.  " 

After  having  spoken  the  hour  within  five  or  six 
minutes,  Mr.  C.  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution 
by  adding  after  the  words  "the  executive,"  the  words 
"and  executive  departments;"  and  also  to  amend  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Everett  by  striking  out  only  the  third 
resolution  of  the  committee,  and  adopting  the  others. 

Mr.  Fillmore  rose  and  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  keep  the  pledge  he  had  yesterday  made  to  him 
to  renev/  the  demand  i'jr  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Caruthers  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Welter.  Surely  not,  after  the  party  speech 
you  have  made. 

Mr.  Caruthers  said  he  would  cheerfully  withdrav/ 
the  motion,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
consent. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  could  not  consent. 

And,  by  ayes  81,  noes  70,  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Boivne  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question:  but  tiie  nioriiiag  hour  having  ex- 
pired, the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  ("ditto")  veto  of  the  president  on  the  revenue 
tariff  bill  was  announced  to  be  the  first  business  in 
order. 

Mr.  Mdnts  arose  and  addressed  the  house,  and 
closed  his  remarks  with  a  motijo  to  refer  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  to  a  seiect  committee  of  thir- 
teen members.     He  said  that  the  war  was  now  de- 
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ent  tlie  justice  to  approve  of  his  approval  of  this 
act.  He  next  alluded  to  the  national  bank  bill  pass- 
ed at  the  extra  session  of  congress.  That  salutary 
measure  was  met  with  the  executive  "veto."  Con- 
gress passed  another  bill,  framed  to  meet  in  some 
measure  the  wishes  of  the  executive,  so  much  so  that 
he  could  not  vote  for  it,  and  that  was  met  by  a  ditto 
"veto" — "ditto."  The  country  in  consequence  of 
this  interference  of  the  executive,  was  in  no  better 
condition  when  congress  met  than  when  it  adjourn- 
ed. Then  the  bill  was  framed  in  conformity  to  his 
own  suggestions,  even  framed  at  his  request,  even  to 
the  giving  of  a  name  to  the  act,  was  met  by  the  exe- 
cutive's veto.  He  vetoed  not  only  what  he  gave 
many  gentlemen  to  understand  he  would  approve, 
but  he  did  more  than  this  in  vetoing  the  measure  of 
congress. 

The  next  great  measure  of  this  congress  was  upon 
retrenchment;  and  congress  had  done  this  most  tho- 
roughly in  reducing  the  army  and  the  navy.  The 
president  had  recommended  that  both  be  increased. 
The  department  of  war  and  the  department  of  the 
navy  had  both  recommended  a  large  increase  of  their 
respective  forces.  Without  the  reduction  of  the 
army  and  navy  there  could  be  no  retrenctment.  Iq 
the  expenditures  of  this  house  there  could  be  no  re- 
duction of  any  great  consequences.  In  the  army 
and  navy  there  could  be  a  reduction  of  millions.— 
Mr.  A.  next  alluded  to  the  apportionment  bill  ap- 
proved by  the  executive  cf  the  United  States  with  a 
protest.  This  he  cMed  a  masked  veto,  and  leaving  this, 
he  came  to  a  commentary  upon  the  veto  of  the  little 
tariff  bill. 


I  say,  (said  Mr.  Mnms)  and  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  have  .sai^,  that  no  revenue  could  be  collect- 
ed under  the  act  of  congress  as  it  is  now  enforced  by 
the  president.  Not  a  lawyer  upon  this  floor  would 
alhrm  that  revenue  could  be  collected  under  the  acts 
of  '32  and  '33.  And  yet  a  bill  which  provided  for 
the  collection  of  revenue  under  these  acts  had  been 
vetoed.  The  collection  of  money  under  that  act  Mr. 
A.  likened  to  the  collection  of  ship  money  in  Eng- 
land, but  the  power  to  collect  revenue  in  this  was 
to  be  decided,  not  by  the  supreme  court,  who  mi<'ht 
decide  as  the  judges  of  England  did,  upon  the  necra- 
sity  ol  the  case.  A  jury  was  to  decide  in  the  pre- 
sent case.  Mr.  A.  then  spoke  of  the  last  veto,  and 
in  strong  opposition  to  this  extraordinary  exercise  of 
power  by  the  president.  Closing  his  remarks,  Mr. 
.Idams  briefly  referred  to  the  views  which  seemed  to 
to  control  the  action  of  the  president.  He  was,  he 
concluded,  acting  in  reference  to  the  presidency,  and 

the  ambition  for  re-election  control. ed  all  he  did. 

He  had  uiii'ed  himself  in  some  measure  with  the  de- 
mocratic party,  and  in  the  event  of  that  partv  suc- 
ceeding, he  would  predict  that  they  would  be  as  much 
thwarted  by  the  president  as  the  party  now  iu  the 
majority  in  the  house  had  been. 

This  would  be  done  as  soon  as  it  was  understood 
that  the  executive  could  not  receive  the  support  of 
that  party  for  re-election. 

Ml-.  i'^osieT,  of  Georgia,  raised  a  point  of  order  to 
the  etiect  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jtdams  was  not  in 
order.  This  was  debated  for  nearly  two  hours  by 
Messrs.  Hlse,  Cashing,  Proffit,  Foster,  Fillmore,  and 
Underwood,  and  then  the  appeal  was  laid  UDon  the 
table  by  a  vote  of  IQB  to  S6. 

Mr.  Wise  took  an  appeal,  and  another  puint  of  or- 
der was  debated.  This  took  all  interest  from  the 
mam  discussion,  and  succeeded  in  materially  reduc- 
ing the  attendance.  This  point  of  order  was  reject- 
ed by  the  liouse  by  acclamation.  " 

Mr.  Morgan  then  moved  the  previous  question 
upon  the  question  of  reference.  Ihe  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  the  message  was  referred  to  the 
select  committee  of  thirteen  members  by  a  vote  of 
lOS  to  84. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Penn.,  then  moved  to  lay  the  reve- 
nue bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson  contended  that  it  was  not  in  order, 
and  made  an  argument  to  that  eflect.  The  house  del 
cided  against  the  point  of  order.  The  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table  by  a  vote  of  97  to  73. 

Here  ended  all  action  upon  the  veto  message  and 
bill,  until  Mr.  Mains  makes  his  report  as  chairman 
of  Ihe  committee  of  thirteen. 
■  Several  executive  communications  were  then  re- 
ferred,  and  several  senate  bills,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 
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A  MEMORIAL  10  Quee.i  V<ctur,a.  ti<;m  ilio  ludies  of  L 
vprpo.jl,  iMniichesier,  &c.,  for  a  total  repeal  of  the  corn 
laws,  contains  275,555  sifinaluree,  wiiglis   U6  pounds, 
and  "forms  a  coil  of  tlirce  feet  in  diameier. 

Boots  and  shoes  in  Bostos.  2  If.-?  oases  sold  at  anc- 
t'on  tlie  oilier  day  for  cash;  good  thick  'oo  s  at  l,Wa 
$1  65;  second  quality,  1  40aSI,«;  coarse  ""• '.i'^''*'''°! 
Di-inie  thick  brocans,  S3  cents;  good  do.  6bm  cents, 
Ssc  do.  50a60%ents;  ?o„d  kip-farogans,  70a80  cents; 
second  quality,  55a65  cenis;  woiTien  s  gram  bootee.s^ 
.'iTiaeii;  roan  slipper-,  '20r20|.  This  was  a  ialhns  off 
of  "live  per  cent,  from  the  June  sales. 

CUNKEB  HiLi.  Monument.  The  New  York  Commer- 
cial Advertiser,  says:  ■■The  corner  stone  of  the  Bunker 
Hill  monument  was  laid  on  the  mh  .Tune,  1*25,  hy  Gen. 
Lafjyeite,  attended  by  ceremonies  more  itnp.ising  than 
we  have  ever  seen  on  any  occasion.  The  address,  or 
rather  discourse,  was  delivered  by  Daniel  Webster— and 
was  one  of  the  loftiest  specimens  of  human  ^loq^^f 
and  intellect.  It  was  in  that  discourse,  ihat  Mr.  Web- 
ster broke  forth  in  that  iinp'ssioned  episode,  the  speech 
which  hesupposed  the  elder  Adams  to  have  delivered  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Occlaration  of  Independence-a 
speech  which  Is  declaimed  with  tncreasma  deteht  by 
ilie  young  orators  of  every  school  in  the  laiid.  The  din- 
ner table  on  the  hill  that  day  was  set  tor  foiir  thousand 
guests,  all  under  a  sii.ule  canvass  roof  One  ol  the 
toasts  siven  at,  this  immeiise  table,  was:  „  .    •  ,, 

Blinker  Hill  Muaummt.  It's  proud  summitsnall  brigh- 
tP,i  wiih  the  mornimj's  A'-rf  beam,  and  the  evenine  s  (u.<< 
ray.  It  shall  "low  with  a  siill  richer  and  purer  light  in 
ep-aki:!"  Ihdr  deeds  who  repose  beneath  it. 

Cai.,\mities.  Galignani'3  Messenger  observes  that 
within  the  period  of  one  hundred  hours,  three  ot  the 
greatest  calamities  of  this  or  any  century  have  occurred: 


i.-..,,.„.l„     Tho   whitm  will  have  a  lar-^e  majority  in  |      Theoffriee  of  which  you  have  thijs  been  fonndguilty, 
the  irSre.Wet?tion  seems  m  i-olves  no  moral  turpitude,  strikes  at  the 

the  qSesiioti  of  "reliefxand  "atui-reUef '•   rather  t'-tyou^ndatioii  of  all  d,^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^._ 

upon  po.itics.  I  ^         ^^^j  obedience  is  the  first  law  ol  military  .service 

Indiana.     If  the  returns  ar-  correct,  the  election  la  ex.-    j^.^  ji^possible,  therefore,  that  the  depariment  can  tail 

ceediiicly  close.     From    51    .'.I'.n'ies   heard    iroin,    tne  j      ,     ,  '    ■.,    ji , ,u,.  „„„,!,, or  r,*  nn  nfflpor  \\rtin 

whit's  have  38  and  Van  B-jreii  39  members— beii._  - 
whio  gain  of  three  since  last  election.  If  the  remainder 
(jf  the  counties  retuin  as  they  did  last  yar,  the  house 
will  be  tied.  The  Globe  claims  a  gain  of  two  however. 
In  Ihe  senate  so  far  as  heard  from,  the  whms  have  elec- 
ted ei^ht  and  the  Van  Buren  five— being  a  V.  B.  gain  ot 


one. 

Illinois  and  Misxouri  but  few  returns  from— those  re- 
ceived indicate  no  change. 

Alahnma.  Seven  or  eight  counties  heard  from  give  a 
V.  ti.  gain  of  three  nienibers. 

Massnchuseils.     Ninlli  coii.L'reasional  district  extra  elec- 
tion.    The  official  returns  of  votes  for  members  of  con- 
gress is  as  follows.     Whole  number  of  votes  5,S33 
Ezra  Wilkinson,  has  2i-191 

Samuel  G.Goodrich,  2,460 

William  ,Iickson,  S36 

Scalierinsr,  ,  •  , 

No  time  is  yet  appointed  fot  another  trial. 

FiKE.  The  fire  which  destroyed  the  magnificent  pan- 
orama of  Jerusalem  and  Thebes,  at  New  York  on  the 
4th  inst.  is  sniiposed  to  have  also  destroyed  the  valuable 
coll.'ciion  of  curiosities,  piecesof  ruins,  specimens,  draw- 
inas  and  plans  recenilv  brought  by  Messrs.  Stevens  ;-.nd 
CatheruooJ,  from  Central  America,  they  having  depo- 
sitCil  them  in  the  rotuiido. 

Flouk.  The  e.\port  of  flour  last  year  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  foreign  countries  was  1,897,501  barrefs— a 
larger  amount  ihan  has  been  p,Nported  for  many  years. 
'■    -'»'- York  Express  as  a  singular  fact, 


I  to  look  with  displeasure  on  the  conduct  ot  an  othcer  \..,„ 
has  so  far  lost  his  self-control  .is  to  suffer  himselt  to  be 
betrayed  into  disrespect  towards  his  superiors.  I  am,  re- 
spectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^  uPSHUR. 
Passed  Midshipman  May.  U.  S.  navy.  New  I'ork. 
The  court  is  now  occupied  in  the  trial  of  lieutenant. 
Pinckn 


It  is  slated  in  the  Ne 


perioo  Ol  one  iiuiiui,,.,,   .1..,....,  --  It  IS  siateu  m  tne  iNew  i  orit  rjxpiess  aa  a  ani^uiai  in-i.i, 

imitiesof  this  or  any  century  have  occurrea;  ^j^.^^  ^  ^       ^^^^^^  portion  of  ihe  hard  bread  that  supplies 

■  Iv,  the  first  at  Hamburg,  on  tlieSih  May;  the  eartn-  .,^^  ^|,ipping  of  England,  and  employed  in  India,  i.s  made 

Domingo,  on  the  7di;  and  the  latal  accident  ^^^  ,^.^^^  York.     The  manufacture  here  is  s,.  go..d,  and 


quake  at  St.  Doiningo,  _.. 
on  the  Versailles  rail  road, 


1  the  8th. 


uthorities  give  the  population 


Camanches,  CocHATAWAYS.and  two  oiler  tribes  of 
Indians  have  commissioned  gov.  Butler,  col.  iVlclntos  i, 
■md  Ml-  Lo-an,  to  request  the  president  ot  Texas  to 
--nd  commissioners  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  those  tribes  on 
Red  river,  to  form  a  treaty  of  peace.  [Lou.  Jour. 

China.     The  German 
of  China  at  2.52,000,000.  _^ 

CoNSUr.  The  president  of  the  United  S'ntes  has  ofl5- 
ciallv  lecocnized  Theodore  A.  Pinckiiey,  as  vice  consul 
S   Be1  'i  imf  >r  the  port  of  Key  West,  Flotida. 

George  Reid,  esq.  U.  S.  consul  at  Malaga  sailed  from 
New  York  for  Si.iyrna  on  Saturday,  in  the  bark  Ennna 
Isadora. 


York.  The  manufacture  here  is  s,,  go..d,  and 
tiif  iiour  so  much  lower  than  in  England,  that  it  is  ship 
prd  10  Lonaon  in  bond,  from  which  it  is  taken  for  the 
shipping,  thus  avoiding  the  heavy  British  dulies.  tor- 
nierly  the  hard  bread  biscuit  was  made  round,  it  is  now 
jare  so  as  to  make  much  better  stowage,  which 
ill  long  voyages  is  important. 

Fort  ADAMS.  All  work  on  this  fort,  in  Newport  har- 
bor, has  been  suspended,  by  orders  from  Washington, 
in  consequence  of  a  want  of  funds. 

Great  Britain.  It  is  oflicially  announced  in  the  Lon- 
don Gazelte  that  the  e.\pendiiures  of  the  United  King 
dom  durinir  the  vear  ending  5th  April  last,  exceded  the 
revi  line  by  the  sum  of  §2,139,934,  and  that,  therefore, 
nothing  w'lll  be  applied  to  the  reduction  ot  the  national 
,  debt,  bljlween  the  7th  of  July  and  the  10th  October. 

:lf\lTZ":s^^l°TmtU  Mai'^X  lold  p".  Ga.beers.    A  lavv  imposing  a  fine  of  one  hundred 

established  'hemse'ves  at   ™  i       ,                               r  ^^  ^H  ^^^^^  j^^^,.^^  ^^_  ^,^^  ^^  ^^  ,„,j,  ^pg. 

periyincom.nonandassu.netniaapp.i.a  ration  on  the  1st  instant,  at  iNcw  Orleans 

From  Canton.     The-ship  Coromanda  arrived  at  Ne  w 


York  on   Monday 
pondent  of ihe  U 


]'<»  from  Macao.  The  corres- 
(Te  siyf:  "She  brings  no  la- 
Ktes  iliMO  ihise  previouslv  received  by  the  ov.-rland 
nvdl  Privaie  letterd  state  that  the  supply  ol  Hy-pn, 
qkin  and  Twanky  teas  are  50  per  cent,  less  than  dm  mg 
U  e  yea"s'  40  and-'^41,  and  other  Green  teas  30  per  cent, 
eif  Black  teas   were  niore  plenty.,,    t  was  though   ex- 

^E^rst;!Sn^^i";l;o^'i^-^SiheVi™'|^:iK!:U: 

stream.    At  Canton  every  thing  was  qtuet. 

Dr  DiviD  M.  Reese,  of  N.  York,  has  been  appointed 
„,.Tr,.«or  of  the  Institutes  of  medicine  and  medical  juris- 
frudeTice  in  the  Washington  University  of  Baltimore. 

>?^fjSor^^;hI^,f^'rJ^o^ir^i"\u^.^ 

'T^i  ^i^Ins^  Ih  Lilian,  soldiers  wl.  fcU  at  what  is 
oenerallv  known  as  Dade's  massacre,  Thry  will  be  e- 
fnt"rfed  anda  monument  erected  to  their  memorv  by 
heirhrolher  soldiers.  Ail  the  disposable  lorce  in  FMri- 
la  wil  attend,  and  minuie  guns  will  be  hied  frotn  F.ort 
MaHon  and  half  hour  guns  troin  every  other  fort  in 
Florida  during  the  day. 

Deaths  durin-  last  wceek  in  N.  York,  191,  of  winch 
10?were  under  Two  years  of  age,  and  ll,were  col,«-ed. 

rw,  /achuriah  Rosfcll,  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
cf  Nevv  jei-tcy,  died  at  his  residence  in  Tienton  on 
Thursday  last,  in  the  55ih  year  of  his  age. 

V  ce  Admiral  Baudiii,  the  commaiider  o  the  Fre  nch 
flJiatts  attack  on  the  castle  of  St.  ,Iuan  Ulloa,  ti  Vera 
Cm;  and  alsoduring  the  late  dilniultics  between  France 
Di^d  Brazil,  died  near  Rouen  on  the  19th  .lune. 

AmerS  mlnisi",ar.he  Court  of.  St.  .lames,  by  the 
UnWersiiiea  of  Cambridge  and  Dublin. 

Elections.  We  have  as  yet  but  P„""i?' .'''^'f"^  "^ '''? 
progress  of  the  August  elections.    So   fai    as  icceivcd 

'''%MC^a,  Gov,  Moreluad,  the  whig  candidate 
is  ro  ele"ted  by  from  live  to  eight  thousand  votcs,-and 
tul  ere  will  probably  be  a  Van  Biiren  iniMoniy  on  joint 
la  lot  ill  lUe  legislature.  The  Globe  p.ihhshes  returns 
^01  f  rly-.''ix  of  lite  seventy  one  cotinties  ,n  the  state, 
showing  a  V.  B.  gain  of  twenty-six  moinbcrs.  A  U.  b. 
BeuBlor  is  to  be  elected. 


Ice.    Large  qnntities  of  ice.  have  been  fallen  in  with 


T7ie  U.  S.  steamer  Missouri,  Captain  Newton,  made 
her  run  from  her  moorings  off  the  Naval  Hospital,  Nor- 
folk, to  Cape  Henry,  a  distance  of  36  miles,  m  two  hours 
and  fifty  minutes,  against  a  flood  tide  running  two  and  a 
lialt  knots. 

NouTU  EASTERN  BOUNDARV.  Mr.  Rcnwick.  one  of  the 
U  S.  commissioners  of  survey  on  the  northeastern  boun- 
Qarv,  arrived  at  Quebec  on  Tuesday  last,  on  his  return 
to  New  York,  the  surveying  party  having  hi  en  recalled. 
M  M  NoAH  the  facetious  editor,  has  relinquishetl 
the  ermine  and  the  bench  of  the  judse,  and  resunied 
the  quill.  He  issues  anew  daily  p-iper  in  New  /orli 
which  advocates  president  Tyler's  administration. 

New  York.  The  introdu(?tion  of  the  Croton  water 
into  New  York  has  reduced  the  cost  of  insurance  about 
15  per  cent. 

Ohio  state  scrip.  An  effort  is  made  in  this  state  to 
reduce  the  $100  bonds  issued  by  the  state  to  5's  and 
lO'sinthe  expectation  we  presume,  that  thev  will  pass 
as  money.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  The  SlOO  bonds 
are  not  vC-orlh  as  much  now  as  the  large  state  bonds;  and 
if  smaller,  they  would  be  worth  less;  because  it  is  more 
troublesome  for  the  capitalist  to  convert  it  imp  what  inust 
be  the  ultimate  investment,  the  regular  state  loans.  1  he 
dav  tbr  state  script,  passing  as  money,  is  gone  by.  Nei- 
ther 5'3  nor  lOO's  can  he  used  here  as  money,  "may 
he  a  temporary  convenience  to  the  contractors,  in  dtvid- 
in"  their  payments;  hut,  it  can  answer  no  purpose  in  in- 
creasing the  circulation  of  money.     Cmctnnali  Vkron. 

Platte  city,  in  Missouri,  was  two  years  and  a.  half 
suice  a  furesl!  It  has  now  a  hundred  substantial  dwel- 
lings,'aiid  fine  public  buildings. 

Pennsylvania.  The  Harrisburg  Capitolian  of  Friday 
says-  "The  sheriffs  of  the  difilrent  counties  ol  the  state, 
have  been  officially  inlormed  that  the  governor  will  not 
approve  of  the  apportionment  bill,  and  that  they  need  not, 
therefore,  hold  congressional  elections." 

George  Read,  esq.  United  States  consul  at  Malaga, 
sailed  from  New  York  tor  Smyrna  on  Saturday,  in  tlie 
bark  Emma  Isadora. 

Revolutio-nary  veteran.    Capt.Rulus  Avery,  who 

was  at  the  stormin"  of  Fort  Gnswold,  in  Groton,  Conn. 

wiien  it  wassooalfantlv  defended  by  Colonel   Ledyard, 

id  who   was  .severely    wounded    at    the   time,  died  at 


fth   inmeiise  bodies  ol  ice,  and  tor  five    revolution,  dieil   in   u.^un^  cuuiuy,  v^i">v, 
.    .     -:.i.  :.  I  ult.  in  the  Soth  year  ot  his  age. 


s,iudc43,  felli .--.-- 

days  was  surrounded  with  it. 


B.  H.  KELLA3I,  a  youth  wdio  gallantly  risked  his 
life  to  save  the  Ufe  of  another  during  the  late  freshet  at 
Richmond,  is  the  son  of  a  poor  widow  woman,  and  now 
out  of  employment.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  en- 
sure hi  n  an  appointment  as  a  cadet  at  West  Point,  as  a 
reward  for  liis  intrepidity.     Well  done. 

Mr.  p.  p.  Leivie,  attached  to  the  imperial  engineer 
corps  of  the  Brazilian  empire,  has  been  sent  to  this 
country  by  the  emperor,  on  a  tour  of  inspection.  It  is 
his  iniention  to  visit  every  rail  road,  canal,  dry  dock, 
steam  vessel,  and  ship  yaril. 

Morris  Canal  Company.  It  is  stated  owe  to  the 
Dntoh  iJiSoOOOO;  to  the  stale  of  Indiana  about  2,000,000; 
totheslnteof  Michigan  800,000;  to  British  bondholders 
1  300,000;  besides  sundry  liomesiic  creditors  to  a  cons 
d'erahle  amount,  and  the  amount  to  stockholders  4,000, 
000— total  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars!!!  The  concerns 
the  company  are  in  the  hands  of  receivers. 
Naval.  The  United  States  frisate  Macedonian,  23 
davt.  fioin  Pen.=acola,  anchored  in  Hampton  Roads  on 
Tuesday  morning— all  well  onboard. 

Charles  Matthews,  late  boatswain  of  the  United  Stales 
fricatc  Brandywine,  was  drowned  at  Norfolk  ui  Monday 
niglit.  It  is  supposed  he  fell  overboard  in  a  stale  of  in- 
toxication. 

Coiir;  Martial.  Tlie  court  martial  at  New  York,  found 
nass.d  midshipman  May,  guilty  of  disrespect  lo  his  su- 
perior officer,  and  sentenced  him  to  be  reprimanded.— 
jThe  sentence  was  approved  by  the  president,  and  on 
'Tuesday,  he  was  publicly  reprimanded  on  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  North  Carolina. 
The  "reprimand"  was  in  the  following  terms: 

Department  of  the  navy,  Bth  August,  1842. 
Sir-  The  court  martial  bifore  which  you  were  recent- 
ly tried  at  New  York,  upon  ch.irgcs  profierred  by  the  se- 
er tary  of  the  navy,  on  ihe  information  ot  lieutenant 
Chailes  Wilkes,  found  you  Huilty  of  "disrespect  to  your 
superior  in  the  execution  of  his  office,"'  and  sentenced 
vou  lo  be  publicly  reprimanded  hy  the  department,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  it  might  deem  proper.  This  sentence 
liuB  been  approved. 


Silas  M  Stilwell,  esq,  marshal  I'or  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  went  out  in  the  Belgian  steamer 
British  Queen,  for  England,with  government  dcspaches. 
Splendid  packet  ship,  Messrs.  Grinnell,  Minium 
&Co  have,  in  these  dull  times,  laid  down  the  timbers 
of  a  ship  of  thirteen  hundreci  and  fifty  tons  for  their 
Liverpool  line.  This  will  be  the  largea^t  of  all  the  packet 
ihips,  and  superior  in  all  respects,  so  far  as  it  js  possible 
„  T„  K,.,,...-  ti.nn  ili.^  lipst  nt  what  IS  oast.  . 


0  do  better  tha 


the  best  of  what  is  past.  A.  1 .  Ame- 
Temperance  reforivi.  A  report  on  the  P'-f^ss  "f  the 
temperance  cause  in  the  city  of  New  Yoni  con  ains  the 
S bwin.^  inieresting  facts:  179,624  names  have  been  en- 
•„llpd  ot  whom  120,000  have  taken fhe  total  iibshnence 
pied^;  In  this  aggregate  is  included  237  clergymen. 
4''9  plysnians,  4,976  Gprmaiis,  900  colored  persons. 
13,330  seamen,  and  23,300  Irish,  Protestants,  and  Ro- 
man catholics. 

Texas.  The  two  treaties  with  Great  Britain  viz:  of 
commerce,  &c.  and  of  mediation,  negotiated  in  1840.  and 
concluded  in  November  of  that  year  by  V.scoun  Pal- 
n  ei'on  and  Gen.  James  Hamilton,  have  at  last,  (the  ra- 
tifications of  Ihe  treaty  granting  the  right  of  search  hav- 
ing been  first  exchanged),  been  also  ratified. 

The  Texian  congress  adjourned  on  the  23 J  .lul.v.  The 
bill^?  "authorise  offensive  war  apmst  Me,-;u;o"  waa 
ve  oed  by  President  Houston  on  thi;  22nd.  The  war 
spit^rstilfprevails  however  and  parties  annoy  the  fron- 
tier. 

Tl'wel.  The  Springfield  (Massachusetts)  Gazette 
snvs  ihau  tunnel  th  ougK  solid  lime  rock,  in  .the  town  of 
Gi-nat^t  11  the  route  o?  Great  Western  rail  road,  has 
hi  1  o  ^ned  so  that  people  have  ptissed  trough  on  foot 
I  is  4)S  feet  long,  and  its  completion  is  he  only  thin." 
lecetttfV  t"  fi"i'h  the  road  to  Albany.  It  is  supposed 
That  the  cars  will  be  able  to  run  through  the  whole  dis- 
tance by  the  1st  September.  ■^  i 
Wool  The  St.  Louis  New  Era  chronicles  the  arri- 
vaUif  the  sfeamboat^.  Panaina,  from  ^'^^  ^^^-^ 
several  large  bales  of  wool,  destined  fur  the  New  Yorls 
market. 
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il^DITORIAL. 

National  affairs. 

States  of  the  unio.v  -Rhnde  Islan.1.  New  Fori  Ex- 
tra SfS.sicn.  Maryl'md.  Virginm.  N.  CarnUna  Ohio 
legmlaiivese.ifsiori  dissolved.    Indiana.,.  Michigan. 

INTERNATIO.VAI,   COPYRIGHT. 

Yeas  and  navs  on  the  revenue  bill. 
British  a.\d  French  tariffs. 

,l«n^f' ST'v'"'?"''',';'"'  ','•'  "•  ^^""y  '"  ''ome  conven- 
tion 111  N.  York  in  May  la.st. 

Report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  reps  on 
THE  VETO  ME.ssAGE—prfsenied  by  Mr.  Ad.-ims 

COTCKESSIO.N-AL  PROCEEDI.VGS.     ChRO.VICLE 

THiTaRMY  bill.  The  two  h^u^Iu^nnh 
agreed  lo  Ihe  report  of  the  second  committee  of  con- 
ference. Both  bills  passed  and  now  await  the  si"-na- 
ture  of  the  president.  The  second  regiment  of  dra- 
goons instead  of  being  discharged  are  to  be  dismount- 
ed and  constitute  a  rifle  corps.  The  number  of  rank 
and  hie  in  each  company  is  reduced  to  a  peace  estab- 
lishment. The  office  of  commissary  of  subsistance 
IS  abolished.  The  number  of  surgeons,  assistant 
surgeons  and  paymasters  is  reduced.  The  military 
superintendents  of  the  armories  are  retained  instead 
of  civil  superintendents. 


THE  REVENUE  OR  TARIFF  BILL.  It  will 
be  seen  by  relerring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  house 
of  representatives  that  three  reports  were  delivered 
from  the  committee  of  thirteen  to  whom  the  presi- 
dents' message  vetoing  the  revenue  bill  was  referred 
The  report  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  from  Ihe  majority 
ol  the  committee  is  inserted  in  this  number— that 
made  by  Mr.  C.  J.  I.vgersoll  and  signed  by  him  and 
1.  J.  Roosevelt,  and  the  third  made  and  sio-ned  hv 
T.V\  Gilmer,  will  be  inserted  in  our  next  number 
with  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  report  of  the  majo- 
rity M'/urA  was  adopted,  ayes  100,  nays  80— and  also 
upon  the  resolution  thereto  attached,  proposing  an 
alteration  of  the  constitution  so  as  to  limit  the  veto 
power^wbich.  though  It  obtained  a  majority  of  voles 
(ayes  9S,  nays  ^i))  failed  (m-  lack  of  having  two-thirds 
as  18  required  to  effect  any  alteration  In  that  instru- 
ment. 

The  question  upon  passing  the  tariff  bill,  nohoith- 
tlandmg  Ike  pmidenls'  veto,  was  demanded  at  rather 
an  unexpected  moment,  when  a  number  of  members 
were  absent,  and  the  previous  question  being  order- 
ed (the  question  itself  a  priviledged  one)  a  call  of 
the  house  was  not  in  order.  There  was  the  same 
majority  for  it  by  which  it  had  previouslv  passed  the 
Jiouse;  the  vote  was  only,  ayes  91,  navs  87.  Two- 
thirds  being  required  to  carry  a  bill  notwithstanding 
a  veto,  the  bill  of  course  is  negatived. 

For  the  purpose  of  gelting  a  test  vote,  Mr  Fili- 
more  on  Friday  the  18th,  presented  the  following  re- 
.olulion  under  instruction  from  the  committel  on 
■ways  and  means,  in  substance  as  follows- 
_  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  another  revenue  bill 
similar  to  the  one  returned  under  veto,  exceptin-'  the 
27th  section  repealing  the  clause  of  the  distribution 
act  -and  so  modified  as  to  admit  tea  and  coffee  free 
of  duly.  On  his  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were, 
ttyes  Ob,  nays  114. 

!  nJ,^t^^!^^'^^  '"''^.^'"'"J  '"  ^'"^'-et  session  on  the 
{British  treaty  during  Thursday,  the  18th. 

TREATY  WITH  TExXs.  The  National  Intel- 
hgencer  of  the  lOtli  says,  "It  Is  understood  that  the 
president  yesterday  laid  before  the  senate  for  adv  re 
^hfrf^r'^rK;.^  commercial  convention  recently  con- 
cluded with  the  republic  of  Texas  " 


army,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  the  grade  in  which  he  serves,  such  appointments 
being  analogous  to  staff  appointments  in  the  army 
where  the  officer  receives  the  pay  of  the  highest 
rank.  But  in  no  case  can  an  officer  receive  pay  un- 
der two  military  commissions  or  appointments  at 
the  same  time;  and  in  all  cases  of  such  militU  ser- 
vice, the  officer  shall  certify  on  his  pay  accounts 
therefor,  that  he  has  not  drawn,  and  will  not  draw 
pay  and  emoluments  for  the  same  period  under  his 
army  commission. 

If  any  officer  for  such  service,  has  received  only 
his  army  pay,  he  will  be  entitled  to  the  difference;  i'f 
he  has  drawn  the  double  pay,  he  must  refund  ac- 
conlingly.  j.  c   SPENCER. 

By  command  of  major  general  Scott: 
V,   •    T    ^,     ,  ^-  -'ONES,  adj.  gen.      I 

Maj.  J.  Clark,  quartermaster  U.  S.   army,  at  New  | 
Orleans,  fell    from  the   steamboat  Tioga,  on  Friday 
night,  the  22d  ult.  and  was  drowned.     His  body  was 
found  below  Vanceburg,  and  decently  interred. 


VE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


NATIONAL.    AFFAIRS. 


THE  AR.MY. 

GENERAL  ORDERS NO.  50 

Head  quarters  of  Ike  army,  adft  gen'ls  office. 
Tk.  r  1.      •  U'aslunglon,  .August  9,  1642. 

IheMlow ins  reguialiun   received  from  the  scre- 
Ury  of  war,  is  published  for  the  government  of  the 

wv,  a=       ^f'^r- department,  Jlugust  6,  1842. 

When  an   officer  of  the  army  receives  a  tempora- 
^  appo.n  ment  from  the  proper  authority,  to  a  grade 

States  h^'h      •  *■""  '?   V^"   "'='"^'   ^^"'««  of  the  U. 
States^^  higher  m  rank   than  that   held  bj  him  in  the 


THE  NAVY. 

The  U.  States  ship  St.  Louis  was  atCallao  April 
22d,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  frigate  U.  States 
when  It  13  expected  she  will  return  to  this  country' 
Ihe  corvette  Cyane  had  sailed  for  Payta.  The 
Yorktown  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  and  Shark  schr.  were 
also  at  Callao.  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Dale  was 
on  -the  eve  of  sailing  for  Africa.  The  English  fri- 
gate Dublin  was  at  Callao,  bearing  the  flag  of  rear 
admiral  Thomas.  [Aew   York  Umo7i. 

Among  the  developements  during  the  trials  now 
progressing  before  the  naval  court  martial  in  New 
York  harbor,  that  has  attracted  some  atten- 
tion, IS  the  following  extract  from  private  instruc- 
tions issued  to  lleut.  Wilkes  by  James  K.  Pauld- 
ing, secretary  of  the  navy,  to  lleut.  Chas.  Wilkes 
commanding  the  exploring  expedition,  dated  14th 
December,  1839. 

You   are  engaged  In  a  great   undertaking,  which 

has  excited  the  interest  of  the  civilized  world,  and 

IS  looked  upon   by  all    your   countrymen  with   great 

solicitude,  as  one  which  if  'u-cessful   In  its  objects 

will  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

"For   that   success  you  are  in    a  great  degree  re- 

,  sponsible,  and  are  in  my  opinion  fully  justified  In  en- 

[  forcing  those  measures  which  you  believe  best  quali- 

I  fied  to  ensure  the  attainment  of  the  great  obiects  of 

I  the  expedition. 

"Cabals  of  discontented  officers  must  be  promptly 
arrested,  and  their  leaders  either  kept  in  subjection 
or  detached  from  the  squadron,  as  it  is  not  to  be  en- 
dured that  the  purposes  you  are  sent  to  attain  are  to 
be  defeated  by  the  fmUaslic  claims  of  rank,  which  I 
shall  never  recognize  to  the  extent  of  preventing  any 
commanding  officer  from  selecting  such  as  he  deems 
best  qualified  for  a  particular  special  duty,  having  no 
connection  ivith  the  internal  organization  of  his  own 
hip." 

These  instructions  have  been  criticised  with  con- 
siderable severity— and  exception  has  been  taken  to 
thein  which  we  think  they  are  not  fairly  liable  to.  It 
13  "fantastic  claims  of  rank"  that  Is  characterised.  In- 
timating that  there  are  such,  certainly  does  not  impiv 
that  grades  of  rank  in  the  service  are  "fantastical." 

The  U.  S.  ship  of  the  line  Co/i(m6us, captain  Wm. 
A.  Spencer,  now  in  Boston  harbor  is  nearly  ready  for 
sea,  and  is  e.xpected  to  sail  for  the  Mediterranean  in 
a  few  days. 

The  U.S.  frigate  Potomac,  recently  from  Rio  has 
been  hauled  to  the  navy  yard  at  Charleston,  prepara- 
tory to  undergoing  repairs. 

The  frigate  JMaccdonian,  com'r  Wilkinson,  from 
Pensacola,  arrived  in  Hampton  Roads  on  the  8th 
instant. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Soiners,  A.  S.  Mackenzie,  esq.  com- 
mander, arrived  at  New  York  on  the  10th  Inst,  from 
a  cruise,  and  last  from  Porto  Rico,  which  port  she 
left  on  the  30th  ult. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Falmouth,  commaiider  Mcintosh 
arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the  28tli  ultimo. 

Tke  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Missouri.  We  are  gratifi-  I 
ed  to  learn  that  the  .splendid  pair  of  engines  on  board 
this  noble  ship,  are  now  in  the  higliest  possible  state 
of  efficiency,  and  that  all  the  fears  entertained  by 
some  of  their  not  proving  efficient,  have  been  put 
eutirely  at  rest. 


,„h         1     ""^''^^  ^^"^  ^'"'"  ^""^d  by  maki,,-  four 

where    there  v^^re    originally    but    two,  so   thit  she 

now  works  perfectly  easy  and  quietly,  and   that,  too, 

witn  «i85  pounds  vacuum. 

I  ,nV  "  '",'' J  '■'^'^°l'e<^'ed  that  these  engines  are  abold 

!  afloat"''      ''^P""""''  f™""  ^"y  other   marine  engine 

i  w.?„"  *'",P="^sage  from  Norfolk  to  this  port,  her  coals 

mit  into    h'  7°'''  P"?'^.'"  rtescriptlon;  full  one-half 

put  into  the  furnace   had  to  be  raked  out  again  and 

thrown  overboard.     Yet  she  must  go  ahead?  for  she 

makes    4  revolutions  with  only  5  inches  steam.  Uii- 

stear  '"*''''  ^'  ^""^   ^^  ""^  "''"'    '"'*"'"' 

She  is  under  orders  for  the  eastern  ports,  namely 

Newport,  Boston,  Portland,  Castine,  Eastport  &o 
Success  attend   her!      She   Is   called    the '"New 

rork-er,     in   contradistinction   to    the    Misslssiool 

which  is  called  the  "Quaker."  [.,Y  Y.  Herald     ' 

Lieut.  R.   E.  Robinson  has   been  acquitted'by  the 

nZL"^""  h''  ^'  ^"^  Y"'"''-  *"d  ">e  decision  ap- 
proved by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

N.AVAL  COURT  MARTIAL.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
ed  ,n  ihrr'n  °"  ^'^^  22d,  lieut.  R.  E.  JohnsSn  hand- 
ed in  the  following  letter,  which  was  read. 

S,n.  Th  .  *^'"'y.''fP'"-''n«''(.  ^«ffi«(  8,  1842. 

.»„  1  .  -^  ?Tt'  '"^''"'''  ''^'^"'■^  "'h'ch  you  were  re- 
cently tried  at  New  York  upon  charged  of  "disobe- 
dience of  orders  and  wasting  the  public  property  in 
your  custody,"  preferred  by  lieut"  Charles  Wilkes, 
acquitted  you  of  the  same.  This  sentence  is  approved. 
You  are,  therefore,  relieved  from  arrest,  and  will 
regard  yourself  as  on  leave.  I  am,  sir,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant.     A.  P.  UpshiIr 

To  lieut.  Robert  E.  Johnson,  U.  S.  navy.  W.  York. 

The  Brazil  squadron.  The  brig  Argo,  at  Balti- 
more from  Rio  June  23d,  reports  that  the  American 
squadron,  consisting  of  the  Delaware,  John  Adams, 
Concord,  and  Decatur,  had  left  port  in  company,  to 
crmze  on  the  station  The  Enterprise  was  atiwin- 
tevideo  at  the  latest  dates. 


STATKf*  OP    THE   UNION. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 
The  election  of  delegates  to  the  state  con- 
vention, as  direrled  by  an  act  of  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of 
ameiiding  the  constitution  of  that  state,  is  to  be  made 
on  Tuesday  the  30th  inst.  All  native  malecilizensof 
Uie  United  States,  except  convicts,  paupers, &c.  who 
are  Jl  years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  who  have  had 
their  permanent  residence  within  the  state  for  three 
years  and  within  the  town  where  they  propose  to 
vole  for  one  year  next  preceding  the  time  of  voting, 
will  be  entitled  to  vote  for  delegates. 

Executive  depmlmenl.  Providence,  „iug  8  184'' 
The  coramander-in-rhief  congratulates  the  citi- 
zens  of  the  state  upon  the  fortunate  termination  of 
the  late  dangerous  crisis.  He  returns  to  ti.em  his 
sincere  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  Loble  manner  in 
which  they  assembled  in  arms  to  defend  the  laws 
and  government  of  the  state.  To  their  gallant  con- 
duct in  the  field,  they  owe  the  safety  of  their  insti- 
tutions, and  the  preservation  of  the  state  from  dis- 
grace. Their  numbers  and  their  zeal  at  once  look- 
ed down  all  hostile  opposition  to  the  laws  and  frus- 
trated the  wicked  and  unjust  attempt,  heretofore 
unk-iiown  among  our  North  American  Republics  to 
subvert  the  government  of  a  free  state  by  lawless 
force.  ■' 

The  commanding  general  has  already  expressed 
his  t.ianks  lotlie  troops,  and  his  approbation  of  their 
conduct  in  the  field.  The  cominanderin-chief  can 
only  add  his  own  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their 
services.  He  regrets,  as  chief  magistrate  of  this 
state,  that  a  crisis  should  ever  have  arisen  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws,,  when  the  whole  military  force 
of  the  state  was  required  to  maintain  their  suprema- 
cy, and  that  men  should  have  been  found  so  far 
wanting  in  the  requisites  of  good  citizenship,  as  to 
take  arms  to  destroy  the  government  which  had  pro- 
tected them  in  life,  liberty  and  property.  Vet,  he 
cannot  but  express  to  Ills  fellow  ciiizeps  h's  'ri'tifi- 
calii.M  at  the  result.  They  have  r-.onl)  i!,^\'-.t  %^  .i,e 
rcput  ition  long  since  earned  by  tin.-i:  larinr.  Tiie 
safety  of  the  lives  of  their  families,  their  protection 
from  outrage,  and  the  security  of  the  property  of  in- 
dividuals and  of  the  state,  is  but  a  portion  of  the  re- 
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«ult  of  llieir  appearance  in  arms.  "We  liave  arliicv-  | 
ed  a  sVnal  victory  for  the  cau.e  of  law  which  must 
be,  felfin  evcrv  one  of  our  s.ster  repuhhcs  They  I 
have  met  this  crisis  as  heconr>es  the  n,en  of  Rhode 
Uland;  nobly  snstain.ng  the  cause  of  "-"."'g" ''^;'' 
civil  liberty,  as  they  ever  have  sustained  that  of  mo- 
ral and  religious  freedom. 

For   the   purpose  of  enabling  the   people  to  pro- 
ceed without   restraint,  in   discharge  of  the   .mpor. 
tint  civil  duties  soon  to  come   before    them,  martial 
^w  w  1    be  su.pended.     No  arrests  have  lately  be. n 
made  iiuder  it,  and  no  persons  are  now   detained  by 
^^s   authority.     By  the   accompanying  proclamation, 
therefure,"  t  is  suspeneded  until  the   1st  day  of  Sep- 
tember next.  ,  .    r  11       i 
The  commander-in-chief  congratulates  his  fellow  | 
citizens   upon   the    restoration  of  peace,  consequent  | 
unon  their   recent  decisive  action.      For  its  perma- 
nence, they  must  continue  to  trn.l,  in  a  great  rneasure 
to   their  miiiiary  strength,  as  the  retjellious  of  our 
own  state   and    the   discontented   among  our  neigti- 
bors,  who'  have   once   assembled  in  arms,  seem  not 
entirely  to   have   ahandoned   their  attempts  against 
our  laws.     The   military  will,  therefore,  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  obey  promptly,  such  orders  as 
may  trom  time  to   lime  be   given  them   through  the 
proper  officers.     By  maintaining  a  perfect  organ iza 
tion,the  recurrence  of  the   scenes   which  we  hare 
lately  passed   through,  will  be   prevented     and  the 
chanVof  government   contemplated   by   the  act  ol 
the  general   assembly,  calling  a  convention  to  frame 
a^e^onstitution,  be  e^|-4P--^jy^-^ji-£'-;f 
Govrrnor  nnd  commander-in-chief. 
By  Thomas  A.  Jenckes,  prirute  sea-ttary. 
To  the  above  a  proclamation  is  attached,  which 
suspends  the  operation  of  martial  law   until  the  Ist 
September  next. 

A  notification  is  published  in  New  York  calUng  a 
meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  suffrage  party  (sympa- 
thisers) "on  business  of  importance." 

Prisoxeus.  The  Newport  Mercury,  a  moderate 
paper,  states  that  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  ta- 
ken and  examined  under  martial  law  in  Rhode  Is- 
land during  the  late  disturbance,  was  184— of  which 
122  have  been  discharged  and  G2  committed  for  trial 
before  the  supreme  court. 

NEW  YORK. 


The   state  debt,  on   the   1st  of  July,  amounted  to  1 
nearly  ticcnly-sevtn  millions  rf  dollars,  viz. 

Fo?canalf  $'3.5r,6.199 

Defaulting  rail  roads  ^"!i''^    nn 

Other  stock  debt  forincorp'J  comp's     l.'JO.OOO 
Geueral  fund  debt  2.0fiC.6'^0 


«,2fi,878,5T9 
Deduct  the  amount  loaned  to  companies  not  in  de- 
fault and  the  amount  of  the  jenerai  funtl  ilebl,  and 
the  annual  interest  on  the  ha  lance  (sny  $2.^.000.01)0) 
at  5,  C,  and  7  per  rent.,  is  <S1 ,24  1 ,000.  Add  the  an- 
nual expenses  of  the  canals,  §,500,000  and  §200.000 
to  the  general  fund  for  the  support  of  government, 
!  and  we  h->.ve  an  aagresrate  expenditure  from  the  ca- 
I  nal  revenues  of  $1  t)41.000.  The  receipts  of  tolls. 
!  so  far,  exhibit  a  falling  off  since  last  year  of  1.34,000 
I  dollars:  showing,  should  the  lolls  for  thf  residue  of 
the  year  equal  those  of  ]S41,  an  aigreiate  of 
$1  873.000— an  actual  deftcienqi  of  §68.000— or  a 
'  iiin)/u.%  if  the  interest  on  the  defaulting  rail  roads  be 
[■barged  to  the  treasury,  or  general  fund,  of  154,000 
dollars.* 

Mr.  Ruggles  estimated  the  nett  revenue  for  IS42 
at  $1,200,000;  the  interest  at  §900.000;  the  surplus 
for'that  year,  goingto  the  sinking  fund,  at  $419,841; 
and  the  aggregate  amount  of  the"  sinking  fund,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  at  §2.816,679.  The  "Ruggles" 
politicians  and  the  friends  of  the  Ruggles  policy,  have 
held  the  power  from  (hat  period  until  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year — and  while  the  nett  revenue  ma> 
nearlv  equal  the  estimate,  the  interest  is  §1,241,000 
the  surplus  only  §150,000,  and  the  sinking  fund  with- 
out an  existence' 


Extra  session'  of  the  legislature.  The  legis- 
lature met  on  on  the  16ih  inst.  agreeable  to  atljnurn- 
ment  The  question  whether  any  business  should 
be  enterlaincrt  other  than  that  of  districting  the  state 
for  the  election  of  representatives  t:.  congress  urninr 
the  new  census,  was  started  in  each  house,  and  the 
mnioritv  anneared  to  adhere  to  a  determination  to 
admit  no  other  proposition. 

A  select  committee  of  the  assembly,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  consisting  of  two  members 
from  each  senatorial  district,  ap|iointed  in  Ibe  recess 
hv  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Imuse,  were  notified  | 
bv  the  speaker  to  attend  at  the  capitala  few  days  in 
ad  -anre  of  the  session,  in  order  to  prenare  their  re- 
report.  Of  this  committee  Jiuhie  Rogers  is  chair- 
man.    They  have  submitted  a  report. 

Governor  Seward's  message  was  communicated. 
He  very  earnestly  urges  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  the  condition  of  the  public  works.  The 
New  York  and  Erie  rail  road,  upon  which  the  state 
had  invested  §3  000,000,  and  individuals  nearly 
2  000  000  more,  il  seem.%,  is  advertised  for  sale  in  vir- 
tue of  process  directed  by  the  s'ate,  and  must  he 
so'd  un'ess  some  legislative  relief  be  adorded  at  this 
session.  One  or  two  of  the  private  works  have  al- ; 
readv  heen  sold  under  the  law.  In  on?  case  an  im- 
provement which  cost  nearly  §700,000,  and  the  iron 
alone  upon  it  estimated  to  he  worth  ra  ire  th.an  one- 
third  of  that  money,  was  sold  for  almost  nothing.  | 
Politics.  Parlies  are  marshalling  for  the  ap- 
proaching election,  and  the  papers  are  teeming  with 
local  rather  than  general  politics.  The  main  ques- 
tion seems  to  ho,  whether  to  continue,  or  rather, 
whether  to  rtsume  the  construction  of  public  im- 
provements that  were  in  progress,  and  have  heen 
arrested  or  ahandoned  by  those  now  in  power  in  the 
state.  The  Albany  Argus  of  the  11th  inst.  lays 
down  the  course  urged  by  the  Van  Buren  party  to 
be  "to  adhere  to  the  policy  of  the  last  session.  To 
provide  for  the  scrupulous  fullfilment  of  the  public 
obligations — and  to  arrest  any  and  every  increase  of 
the  slate  deht." 

State  finances.  As  prelimenary  to  the  above 
conclusion,  the  Argus  furnishes  a  slalement  cd'  its 
own.  and  also  the  speech  at  large  of  .Mr.  Deunisl  >i,. 
j„  the  stale  si  nate,  in  which  the  prestiit  financial 
eondiliou  of  the  stale  is  represented  as  follows; 


The  condition  of  the  treasury  is  still  more  unpro- 
misini.  The  salt  and  auction  duties,  estimated  for 
the  present  year  by  the  late  comptroller  at  §3.50,000, 
have  so  far  "yielded  onlv  §67.000;  and  including  the 
appropriation  of  §200,000  from  the  canal  fund  the 
general  fund  income  must  fall  far  short,  not  only  of 
the  estimates,  but  of  aifording  the  means  for  the 
support  of  government,  estimated  at  not  less  than 
§600,000.  Indeed,  the  treasury  is  alone  rescued 
from  prospective  bankruptcy  by  the  oppottune  aid  of 
the  mill  tax. 

But  it  is  the  amount  of  debts  payable  in  the  ensu 
ing  eight  years,  and  until  1850,  which  will  most  se- 
verely tax  the  resources,  the  means  and  the  utmost 
energies  of  the  state.  They  present  this  large  ag- 
grei;ate; 
^  In  1845  §4,373  215 

1846  571  304 

1847  500,000 
184S  2,1.50,257 
1843  l,7O.J.O00 
1850                                                     1,256,000 


If  continued  for  three  years  longer, 

to  1850,  90U  OnO 

Canal  deposites,  1.800,000 

U.  S.  deposite  and  school  fund,  if  it 

cnii  be  called  in,  say  3  000,000 

§8.600,000 
Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  means  of  payment,  of 
§1,151,000.  But  admit  that  the  state,  by  the  most 
careful  management,  a  more  fortunate  slate  of  things, 
and  more  favorable  returns  than  we  anticipate,  aided 
by  a  tax,  and  by  calling  in  the  funds  loaned  to  the 
people,  at  a  pi:riod  of  .severe  pecuniary  pressure, 
shall  be  able  toV-inieet  its  engagements  of  principal 
and  interest  for  tlie  coming  eight  years,  shall  we  be 
justified  in  rushing  into  expenditures  and  engage- 
ments that  will  not  only  prevent  any  such  result,  but 
throw  us  back  upon  depreciation  and  embarrass- 
ment, not  to  say  "repudiation?" 

The  wliigs,  on  the  contrary,  have  in  a  great  mea- 
sure identified  themselves  with  the  policy  recom- 
mended bvGov.  Seward  in  his  several  messages,  and 
ar,-  for  continuing  to  develope  the  vast  resources  of 
the  state  by  an  application  of  the  public  resources 
and  public  credit  so  far  as  they  can  be  made  safely 
available.  In  one  of  his  late  messages  the  governor 
savs:  "History  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  financial 
achievements  of  the  state.  It  had  surrendered  lU 
share  of  the  national  domain,  and  relinquished  for 
the  general  welfare  all  the  revenues  of  its  foreign 
commerce,  equal  to  two-thirds  the  entire  revenue  of 
the  federal  government.  It  had  nevertheless  sus- 
tained the  expenses  of  its  own  administration,  found- 
ed and  endewed  a  broad  system  of  eriiu-ation,  chari- 
table institutions  for  every  class  of  the  unfortunate, 
and  a  penitentiary  establishment  which  is  ad  ipted  as 
a  model  by  civilized  nations.  It  had  increased  four- 
fold the  wealth  of  its  citizens,  and  relieved  them 
from  direct  taxation;  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  had 
carried  forward  a  stupendous  enterprize  of  improve- 
ment, all  the  while  diminishing  its  debts,  magnify- 
in!;  it's  credit, and  augmentingitsresour.es." 


§10,551,043 
Deduct  for  Hudson  and  Delaware 

canal  in  1843-9  800,000 


§9,751.043 
The   mi^ans,  estimated  by  Mr.  HoflTman,  as  appli 
cable  to  the  payment  of  these  debts,  are  as  follows: 
The  surplus  revenue  from  '42  to  '45 

inclusive  §2,0.50  000 

Mill  tax,  one  half  in  '44,  '45  and  '46        900  000 
Supposed  available  of  canal  deposites  1,800.000 

§4  7;50,000 
U.  S.  deposite  and  school  fund  to  '45    2,000,000 


§6,750,000 
But,  the   canal    fund   surplus,  unless  future  years 
far  exceed  the  present,  will  he  scarcely  a  moiety  of 
the  sum   estimated   for  the  four  first  years;  and  the 
canal  deposites  (§687,000    being  in  broken   banks)  it 
is    estimated    will    not  yield    in     1845    more    than 
§1,500,000.     So  that  the  account  for  the  eight  years 
may  be  supposed  to  stand  as  follows: 
Surplus  revenue,  say  §251), 000 annu- 
ally §2,000,000 
Mill  tax,  one   half  for  three  years, 

'46  included,  900,000 

•»Mr.  Deinii.sio'.  m  his  spe,  eii  siiy,  ilie  wlinie  debt  now 
is  !is  follows,  as  admitted  by  llie  guMrnor  in  his  last' 
message: 

Pennonent  del".  Sept  30,  1S41,  815,540  o3  I  DO 

Temporary  canal  l..!in?,  1,H55  0U0  (li)| 

Issued  to  corporaiioiis,  5,035  70J  00  , 

Omiiled bu  the goiernor. 
Eric  and  Chanipiai,!  eaniilofbi,  2022187  25 

Tcoiniirary   Inans   by  gencial  fund  and 
specific  tiinds  used  up,  317,735  00  | 

n  „■  to  cnnirnctors,  025  (UU  01) 

I), 11'  1.1  c-..ntrncr„i,s  on  woik  In  pingrcss,      7i0,u0.i  1,0. 
ls;uud  10  ruil  r.j:id  couipanici  sjiuue  Sep', 
3,1.  1,000,0.:0  00 


Total, 


I.VTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS.  Meantime  those  who 
have  undertaken  the  works  of  internal  improvement 
appear  to  be  determined  to  go  ahead  through  .every 
obstacle.  The  mayor  and  a  deputation  of  the  coi^ 
noration  of  the  city  of  N.  York  and  many  other  in- 
vited guests  proceeded  on  the  2d  inst.  to  Duchess 
county  to  witness  and  assist  in  the  ceremony  of 
breaking  ground  lor  the. 

New  York  and  Albany  rail  road,  for  which  ^ 
very  imposing  prepara'ions  had  been  made.  They 
ire  accompanied  by  a  fine  band  of  music,  "  1  lie 
line  of  march  was  Somerstown,  Sing  Smg,  to  bo- 
dom,  thence  to  paterson,  thence  to  Paulding,  hence 
to  Dover,  thence  to  Auienia.  On  arriving  at  S.im- 
erstown  the  cavalcade  halted  at  the  sign  ol  the  ele- 
phant to  partake  of  the  old  fashioned  hospilahly  of 
Westchester  county.  After  partaking  ol  a^  most 
sumptuous  repast,  they  proceeded  through  bodom 
to  Paterson,  and  took  up  their  enca:np:nenl  lor  the 
ni"ht  On  the  morrow,  the  sun  rose  m-jst  glorious, 
Ivfaud  witnessed  a  scene  far  different  from  that  it 
witnessed  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Austerlitz. 
From  the  hill  tops,  the  mountain  sides,  and  t»^'- /■>'- 
leys  of  Putnam,  Dutchess,  West  Chester  and  Colum- 
bia  were  seen  wending  their  way  m  carri.iges,  on 
horseback  and  on  foot,  the  wealthy  and  sturdy  >;eo. 
manry  of  this  delightful  region  of  country.  VVe  had 
heard  of  the  broad  and  beautiful  estates  of  old 
Dutchess,  of  the  interesting,  fertile,  and  undulalms 
Putnam— we  appreciated  the  classic  regions  olU  e»t 
Chester,  and  recalled  to  mind  the  thrilling  uicidiuts 
narrated  m  'the  Spy,'  by  our  inimitable  Coper;  but, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  we  say  with  the  lamous 
queen  of  Ethiopia,  after  her  visit  to  the  wise  bolo- 
mon,  that  the  half  its  wealth  and  beauty  had  not 
been  told  us.  The  company,  now  a  ho^t  which  no 
man  could  number,  fell  into  the  line  ot  march,  and 
proceeded  to  the  selected  spot  of  ground.  Here,  un- 
der the  stars  ami  stripes  of  our  country,  accouipaiii- 
ed  with  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  v,.ices  of  niaiij 
watei-s,  was  commenced  the  great  higlnay  to  the 
metropolis  of  the  western  world. 

"Mr.  Delaficid  commenced  the  work  of  breaking 
ground,  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  address,  and  intro- 
duced to  the  assembly  Alderman  Leonard,  who  re- 
presented the  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  \ork  on  llie 
occasion.  Alderman  Leonard,  in  his  usual  lelu  itous 
manner,  commended  the  work  to  the  wealth  and 
sturdy  yeomanry  of  the  river  cmmtics,  and  coiicl.id- 
with  an  appeal  to  the  ladies  for  their  support  in  tins 
great  undertaking.  The  work  now  commences  m 
earnest.  Most  of  ihe  members  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, as  well  as  the  Mayor  of  t'roy,  who  with  a  <li;yi- 
talion  from  lli.l  place  had  also  been  invited,  busily 
applied    themselves  to  the  shovel  and  barro.i .  rival- 

ino-  even  the  herculean  feats  of  the  sons  ol  the  u  ..o- 

e-JTliFlM  ae '  raTd  Isle.     Aod  now.  with  gentle  strains  of  musio. 


^^^^^JATmSAI^^^ER_,^^^  1842 -STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


now  and  then   broken  by  the  cannon's  roar,  railing 
melnd,.,„s  on    the  ear,  the    procession    was   formed 

Slocum  s  to  hear  an  appropriate  address  on  the  oc- 

tl?i"::,b[;e"?  ^2  ""'T^^  "'  '^'■"y-     "«  reason"!  on 
t  iis  s  bjert  with  miieh  earnestness  and  sno-ar-ity.  hi, 
statistics  were  all  calculated  to  inspire  the  friendsof 
,V"^"'!,  r"'  ^°^'-     "^''^  -ceremonies  bei.  el     ^ 
ed  by  an  address  from  Alderman  Leonard,  the"  com   I  —•■«■"• 
p»ny  then  partook  of  an  elegant  banquet,  wUch, he"    '}"''-''"y 
aH.es  of  Putnam   and    Dutchess   had  proyided    for    ^^  ^'■"'"^^' 
Iher   refreshment.     All   being  over,  the  cavalcade    "^"'"''"■e 
took  up   Ms  line  of  march   still  far  hernorlh    and  r^'*'''-' 
rested  next  at  South  Dover,  where  a  most  sumntu     ^"'"^'"^ 

no^^'Xer '""'"'' '" '"« ""^  ^■^.  -^-  -a':^:;™" 

After  dinner  most  excellent  music,  both  vocal  and  '  '"''"'•les 
instrumental,  was  discoursed,  the  echo  of  whi?h  re   I  ""''chesfer 

^;r;!l'):;'i;!e  ^^j?''^^  -'"  '!-^^  -  ,he  mo,m.  |  ^-;^;f 

I  Kent 
iNfontfjomerv 


MARYLAND. 

fo!.iTics.     Parties  are   or-atiizing  in  the  several 

counties  for  the  October  elect  ion. 

resolution  No,  45.  of  the  Inst  le-islaturc  of  this 
the    federal    numbers  of  each   cniintv,  and  the 

representation  thereof  in  Ihe  ne.Kt  lesislatuVe  is  fixed 

nn(?  declared  to  be  as  follows: 


tain  tops  of  this  fertile  region  of  country.  Dinner 
beinj  over  the  cavalcade  again  resumed  its  line  of 
march  still  farther  north,  until  it  arrived  at  A  nenia 

^^"Tp^:^?k'::dX:;^--,3;r'-r'^^ 
ix^^^::nvLi^,r-f^-^::--?ii?^;^;^E:rcity 


Fed.  t}}iiti. 
J.i.?6,5 
2.5fi04 
30  .Sfl7 
7..5fil 
7. -105 

16  731 
16!191 
I9.-S4f) 

17  I.)0 
34.6'27 
16  0R3 


Prince  George's 
Queen  Ann's 
St.  Mary's 
Somerset 


which  a  convenient  entrance   may  be  made  into  lb 
city,-e„her  by  the   Harleu.  rail  road,  ,Tr  such  other 
route  as  may  he  preferred.    From  thence  it  proceeds 
north,  thruush   the  county  of  Westchester  Tcuoy! 

{"y'ecn''thrHtl'  'n'  """'•  Tl'-'y  """""^  «-""<^  "- 
uveen  the  Hud.-.on  river  and  Ihe  waters  of   Lon?  Ii 


].?  403 
3.5  9M4 
11  049 
10319 
17..S.59 
10.521 
27,S31 
]6  9fil 

101,033  5—83 

Besides  those  delegates,  the  term   of  one-third  of 

tne  state  senate  exnires  and  seven  senatirs  are  to  be 

elected  to    serve  for  six  years  in    their    places,  one 

imm  each  of  the  counties  of  Calvert   Chn-lcs    Prince 

-rce,     Montgomery,    Anne      Ai-indel,    C^aroline- 


lor,  I    c        ,       r. ,    "^ "  ""=  waters  ot    Ijons  Is- '  '""nro 

conntv    iTn  ,r  "'f  "^'^'^   ""^  "f  Westchester,  ="''  Somerset.   'All  the...  _ ,,  _,„  ,^ 

.county,  It  passes  through  the  eastern  part  of  Putnam    '"  "»'«    '-st  senate   by  whio-   senate  rse^cor 

ba   andih''  ™r'r''"'=^'''y"^«'-^"'re   of  Coluri^o'-nlv-uhich   thoila'whi"    county    w 
bia,  and  thence  to  the  town  of  G,epnh„.h ;  '   :  sented    hv  =  V     K    Z......     ';;.,  ''°""'>-.'? 


A  ban^^  tien  e       1'"      ""o""   ^'■'=«"''"^h,  opposite  |  ^ente,,    "y  a  V.   B.    sen. 
Mne  ?,-,;o    fho   H    1  ™^''"  J^«"^=«l^er  county'  The    <co"'«t  for  senator  in  m, 
ortions  if  the  v"  1  '"'  "r"'  '^i''''""''  s'-'cessively  |      Sheriffs  are  also  to  be 
portions  ol  the   valleys  of  either   the  Saw  Mill    or 
Bronx,  Cioton   and   Ten   Mile   rivers,  the  latter  of 
^vhich  IS  a  tributary  of  the  Housatonic.     It  also  tra 
■•erses  the  productive  valleys  of  theCroton,  Ancram 


represented 
5pl  Charles 


'l"Jf.'L  I?^''  ^  ^'- .  ^- .  senator,     there  wil I  be  a  wir 
most  of  those  counties  now. 
elected. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  Parkersburg  Va.  Gazeltee  says, 


•reek   and  rTnTuu      V^'   .    T  '^™""''  Ancram  I   ,  «EBELLIO^^     The  Park. 

.recK,  and  ,Jine  Hill,  a  branch  of  Ihe    Kinderhook     ^^^'    Jackson  county  is  in  a  stat"e  of  r,;;;"    Tn"-' "' 

HEsilSts  »==-"»—'--'- ^"' "' "'  ~ -"  «^  ^ 

The  route  selected  is  said  to  be  remarkably  favora- 
e  for  the  imHprt ,  / m™.    i<  ...:ii ,■'       .    '' 


The  Rn.  •  .^P'^TH  CAROLINA. 

Mai'  ec^  I'f  weiirto^r  h"'  l"""  r'"^^"--  "^  '"=" 
obtaining  NoUcaollvn".'  °"  ^VT  P^"-P"'''  "^ 
her  under  tird,t;ib^t'n'f.?h"','  "^  ""^  '"""■'''"« 
senucu-e  nf  Tt,„  "''''  *"''  '■etiirned   in  con- 

I'aTin:  been  dshe7"^As"s"'^  ''"^'''=  "'"'^'  ""' 
ted    which  wh»  ^    "',""  "'  ""=»e  "'-e  comple- 

;;;^P"[i^,---ya]:^!n;---^--,- 

w:r  ":m"a"ur  Lm"  r'"'  ""^  S^-"""  Vh'ey 
Vale,  t  ne  D^r  on  S  ■  n  l-'s"'";"''  ?  "'«  '"'"'  "^ 
tv      One   „^„^  ,    j> '^ '''■^<^''' '"    Lincoln  coun- 

gr^ins  and'^siv  oir'^"''  "^  Pennyweights  and  6 
grains,  and   six  other  pieces   averaired   from  2  to  S 

h  snC^''"'''  P"r  S"'<i.»hen  fcmnd.  The  m"ne 
ha    now  been  worked   about  six   months,  anj  seems 

terms'";/ "e'u';^/^"'"'^^'^  -P-'^^  °f  "-»  i"  warm 


„  OHIO. 

J^XTRA   SESSION  OF  THE    LEGlSLlTnnp         Tl,»    1       ■ 

lat.ire  <;,..,yened  on   the  "St,,    ,it    r.,    H,»  '''^"- 

districting  ihe  state  i  nde7  iJ  i^  P"''P°'''  "f 


- —  "I- —  ...    luit  uuv  man   wno  hid  lop  "iv-iulicis  ui 

'    w,?off^   T^'J   two-thirds  of    its   value.     Property    ^'■"P^'^'^  Projects 

was  offered  but  there  were  no  bidders  !      Ti,„  *:,„..   ,^.. 


pass   a  lawdt:li 
slioiild    be  elec 
committee  of  t......,.„,„.      , 

upon  a  distribution  of  the  districts.     The  chair 
Uon  o'>Te'r"?.P™P''^=''  =•  ''■"   <■'•>•  "'eeonsil... 


the  manner  in  which  members 
Ihe  subject  was  referred  lo  a 
nty-one.     They  could    not   agree 

slrirfs         Tl*..    „u.  ■. 


le  for  the  undertaking.  It  will  run  on  nearly  a  dead 
^vel  lor  upwards   of  thirly  miles.     In    the  distance 


W.sTER.  V,r.o,K,.,.     The  Wheeling  Times  says- ' -jf '^'« erT^ubmiUe'd'  .nL'miureXe'''of Th"e„f  ""t;: 

'Western  Virginia  has  a  population  of371.000  and  a  I  IT      ■'   f'^^  '"''J""'^'  ^'"^    '"o   h    y|i'"  ''j^ 
epresentation  of  56  m  the  assembly,  while  Eastern  I  "=M'..^'-eed  m  committee    that  Ihe  con/re        " 


itwee,,  O  vensville  and  Chatham,  the   ascent  ifon-    ^'^Presentation  of  56  m  the  assembly,  while  E 
•  eight  leet  per  mile.     The  country  through,  hich    ^!'«'"l%f"".  269,000   and  78   delegates.     Western  C?:,.... 
passes  IS  not  only  abundantly  fruitful    but  hi.^ldv         ^""^  '"'  '^  """  ^'"""<'  ^3,  Eastern  19.     The  con-       '   ""^ 
cture.que,andtheroadal,sorlnsove   %ome    pots    rZf"'"   '^.Eastern    Virginia  caring  nothig  about 
nder.d    sacred   by  the  scenes  of  the  revoSaiy    ^et^lV'"^    none:  nothing  for    common  s^diools 
T  .    .,  •  I  Tt^!'^  T^'  °PP°''''^  *°  "'<■  g*'""'-^!  policy  of  olhei' 

A  similar  ceremony  of  breaking  ground  took  nlace   V        '•     "" '"'®  compelled   to  submit.  "Wecfern 
posile  Albany  on  the  3d  inst.  toofc place ^  Virginia  ,s   represented    in  congrcs,  by  seven   nem- 

AiL    ROAD.     The  survey  of  t'n^'i^l""""    ^''{■^''"'^    ^y    fourteen   members.     No 
-urvey  o,    senator  has  ever  been  elected  from  west  of  the  Bl 


The   llunso.v    m\ 


^:s  road,  the  route  of  which,  as  is  implied  in  tl?e  RiH  .1  n"'  "y^  ^"Z"  ^^"'^"^  ''"™  "est  of  the  Bin, 
me  vanes  little  from  the  course  of  the  Huds  ^t  ^''tr/vc  '  S"  i ""■  """"T  ""'  ''''"'''""''  '''""^  '"«  "^-'^ 
.     s  .„  close  proximity  to  it_is  now  completed     nend  iire  T'"";"  "'""' ""''  ""  the  slate  exl 

;l  the  maps,  t.c.  nearly  prepared  for  examination  J  Col       .„  Ti"''  '"  ""=  ""''■     "  ^^"kes  us  llrese 

.e  Pou-hkeep,sie  Eagle   thus  speaks  of  the  results  I  ■*  something  to  quarrel  for' 

r-ed'wrt?'  ""'  r '",  ^''''^"'^Ses  of  the  route,  com!       Lewis. 

■:lt!^:^\l''-^:t  ^:^;:ir-y^  extend,ngiingui;,t  tr^r^o^L^^S   ,he  propriety  o 


.onrespeetins-singi;iut;:ictrsC^rb:'r 
Parties  are  organising  for  the  October  election 


fim  the  city  hall 


Lewisburg  covvektion.     Our  western  fellow  ci- 

rc  actina-  with  great  unanimity  on  the  siih- 

-t   Lewisburg  on  the  1st  of 


li  centre  otMhe  cii;  :i?I,b;;;,'^  ;j^r  rrS 
«;>r,,/„.„.  85-100  «,ite,  whiih.  let  all  be  carefut 
Kihsene,  is  ten  miles  shorter  than  th^e  eastern  route 
«.eted  by  the  New  York  an,l  Albany  company    nJ 


itVi  -.  .t;^.  I-  ,  -"^•■■.n'li  wi    uic  state, 

dis  nih,  r  •  r-T'^.'^S,'"""^''- ideas,  to  a  more  equa 
d  stribution  of  political  power  between  the  eastern 
and  westernsections  of  the  .state 

?.Je  of  more  tha"n-  s;.;e;,t;";';7;rt"7oThe'';;;il'ew'^ll '  bri^r  'cofnty^rt''"."  ""I  ''"  "^  '^i'"^"'  "■■  '^-^"- 
b'eqmred.aud  no  curve  upon  a  radius  less  thai  '  which  Wind's  •.{^■''^"'■- °"  ""=  ^Sth  ult.  at 
3,iUleet,andmorethauninltenlhsof  theJinev,  'Rni  J  ,  i"  ^"""'- esq-  presided,  and  Edward  B. 
ru  but  a  mere  trifle  from  a  dead  lelel    From  BrJat'S^  secretary.     A  committee   was  ap- 

^k  Hill    to  Greenbush,  with   the  exceXn  of  ^ -nan    whrcli    re'n     /.  ^""'^■''   ?'''''^^"    ^^^s  chaii- 
";t  variation  to  cress  Wappiuger's  creek  tie  route    lha?\w-e»Ho'^. '''  J"    Pr^-^ble  and    resolutions 
1  but  ,>„fcctly  straight  and  level,  and  ytt  pass's  '  Dolnted  to  !,     K     '  '/"'  '  '=""-^  delegation   was  ap- 
■•".ugh  all  the  villages      For  the  distance   ,iP    ^   i  P°'"'e<i  <-f>  the  August  convention.  ^ 

en.nccra"nd  fh'lMr''' ''^  the  expiration   of  thei?l   .  "Disclaiming,  as  we  do,  and  di.savowingall  inten 

,  •^  '^■>  "eJI'hy.  I  Unown,  that  our  purpose  and   determination  is  to  re- 

INAL  TOLLS.     The  tolls  received  in  all  the  Canals  I  n?.^.         *"""■-'  P'-^eeable  measure   for  redress-that 
•■■-'-     '    ■  r.fh'""''ii   °"^    '"'"    he  unremitting   and  active,  and 

with  a  dignity  and  firmness  of  conduct  becoming 
freemen  who  know  and  appreciate  their  rightsTanf 
knowing,  dare  maintain  them.'  Although^u;  pur- 
norl"'"  ^r^  and  irrevocable,  yet  our  object  is^not, 
nor  do  we  design  placing  the  commonwealth  of  Vir 


Seneca,  Sandusky,  Han- 
cock, Wood,  and  Ot- 
lav/a, 

Franklin,  Madison  and 
Ciark, 

Warren  and  Green, 


Mercer 


Medina  and  Lorain, 

Huron  and  Ere, 

Portage  and  Summit, 

Tru.obull, 

Slark, 

Wayne, 

Tuscarawas  and  Holmes,     Mont^on' 

Knox  and  Coshocton,  Miami     Da'ri 

w.!'*'i"h      .  n-  ,  »""  Shelby, 

Fail-held  and  Pickaway,      Butler  and  Preble 
Delaware,    Marion,    and     Hamilton, 

Crawford, 

Of  the   eighteen   senators  who   hold  oyer  8   ire 
whigs,  and  10  Van  Buren.  ovei.a   are 

The  house  of  representatives  will   be   ehn-on  i, 
Ihe  following  districts.     We  give  the  last  vear'    i  ^ 
tricts,  that  the  changes  may  be  mil         ^        "  ''"■ 
IS41. 


f  M  Slate  up  to  the  1st  of  Aug J^  w^'  m 
''^        ■  -  -  -    S9d2,oi4 

750,947 


:.S42 


^crease  during  the  present  year,      §161  267 


Ashtabula, 

Lake, 

Cuyahoga, 

Geauga, 

Lorain  and  Medina, 

Huron  and  Erie, 

Portage, 

Summit, 

Stark, 

Trumbull, 

Richland, 

Wayne, 

Columbiana, 

.Jefferson  and  Carroll, 

Belmont, 

Harrison, 

Tuscarawas  and  Holmes, 

Knox, 

Coshocton, 

Licking, 

Muskingum, 

Guernsey, 

Monroe, 
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Washington,  1 
Morgan,  [ 
Perry,  ) 

Fairfield, 
Pickaway, 

Ross,  Hocking,  Pike  and  Jackson, 
Athens  and  Meigs, 
Gallia,  Lawrence  and  Scioto, 
Adams,  Hishland  and  Fayette, 
Clermont,  Brown  and  Clinton, 
Hamilton, 
Butler, 
Preble, 
Warren, 
Greene, 
Montgomery, 
Franklin, 

Madison  and  Clark, 
Champaign, 
Logan  and  Union, 
Miami,  Darke,  Mercer  and  Shelby, 
Lucas,  Williams,  Paulding,  Henry, ) 
Putnam,  Vanwert,  Allen  &.  Hardm,  S 
Delaware,  Marion  and  Craw  lord, 
Seneca,  Sandusky,  Hancock,  Wood  ) 
and  Ottawa,  ^ 


2 

3 

2 

a 

2 

3 

2 

The  state  of  Ohio  very  reluctantly  came  into  the 
arrangement  with  the^  state  of  Indiana,  to  make  the 

'  part  within  that  state,' and  has  been  very  tardy  in  the 
execution;  altliough  Ohio   has   the  most   profitable 

:  part  of  the  canal  in  proportion  to  length  and  the  va- 
lue of  the  lands  she  received  for  making  the  canal. 

I  This  canal  is  the  main  trunk;  it  has  been  the  cause 
of  projecting  other  canals  as  feeders  of  greater  ex- 

1  tent  than  the  trunk.     The  Miami  canal  is  far  advan- 

'  ced  towards  completion.     The   most  expensive  part 

\  of  the  work  is  finished.  More  than  two  millions  uf 
dollars    have  been  expended:  and   less  than   half  a 

'  million  would  complete  the  work.  The  canal  from 
lake  Michigan,  to  form  its  junction  at  Fort  Wayne, 

.  is  now  in  progress;  also  the  White  Water  canal  and 
several  rail  roads. 


_,_torlions  of  phrase,  can  be  properly  or  decently 
likened  to  Rob  Royiim.  The  question  of  justice  or 
injustice,  if  any  there  be,  relates  to  American  au- 
thorship and  the  reading  interests  of  the  American  pub- 
lic alone.  If  you  have  looked  at  the  address  of  the 
twelve  British  authors,  you  must  have  been  struck 
%vith  the  solicitude  which  they  express  for  the  weal 
of  American  writers  and  literature.  Some  of  these 
gentlemen,  Rogers  and  Campbell  for  example,  may 
he  sincere;  but,  truly,  the  British  press  and  public 
in  general  have  hitherto  manifested  a  feeling  and 
used  a  tone  disdainful  and  discouraging  in  the  last 
degree.  I  have  just  perused  in  the  London  Athe- 
nasum  an  elaborate  essay  on  this  subject  of  interna- 
tional copyright,  wherein  it  is  said  that  "the  field  of 
"■    the  United  States  would  hardly  feed  a 


literature  in  t...   > ,     u  •       .   j 

learned  pig,"  and  that  the  American  who  has  a  study 

xuruir  \X  or  library  must  shame  inwardly,  in  looking  around 

.MlL,mii.i.>^  him,  to  see  none  but  foreign  authors.     The  essayist, 

EmigiV-vnts.     Ameetmgwas  held  in  Ann  Aibor   "''V'  m  j,;,  d^^estic  readers,  would  curl  the  lip  at 
lastSaturday  to  devise  some  means  olat4racling  the    and  all  riisaomesiicreauer  .    p.  . 

100.000  emigrants  to  Michigan,  now  said  to   be  on  1  an  American  anay  of  contemporaiy 


72 


72 


ed  that  in  consequence  of  the  misrepresentations  of  ™ 
the  present  condition  of  Michigan,  set  afloat  at  Buf- 
falo  and  other  places,  few  find  their  way   to  that 
slate,  and  they  lose  all  the  great   advantages  which 
an  influx  of  these  strangers  would  produce. 


athors  (which 
iiTd   easily   be   made)   to   meet  the  twelve  names 


Ohio  new  state  loan".  The  Columbus  Journal  ] 
announces  the  passage,  in  the  lower  house  of  the  le-| 
gislature,  of  a  bill  authorising  the  fund  commission- 
ers to  borrow  §500,000  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  to 
be  applied  to  arrearages  due  contractors.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  issue  of  stock  with   10  per  cent,  inter- 


INTERNATIONAL   COPYRIGHT. 


The  Parisian  correspondent  of  the  National  In- 
telligencer writes:  The  New  York  American  of  the 
9lh  ultimo  contains  a  correspondence  which  teaches 

est   payable  at  the  state  treasurv  (orlf  the   money  1  me   that   Mr.    Dickens  on  his  departure   was   true 

cannot  be  obtained  on  such  terms)  in  New  York,  re- ;  to  the  errand  which  he  broached  at  his  first  dinner 

dccmable  after  1850— the  stock  not  to  be  sold  at  less  '  in  Boston;  I  mean  international  copyright.     His  lan- 

?han   par.     The  Journal  denounces  the  bill  as  de-  \  guage  in  the  letter  dated  Niagara  '' ^"^ '^  J|'7":|  ;,';''rhusTemoved  ""But  in'"th;";ame'b7e^th   .lie  ad 

structrve  of  ihe  interests  of  the  state,  and    expresses  ;  emptory,  though  -t  ^jV^l'^.N^l^^^:  i1^  °   1'°,^    dresses  hoW  tht  language:     "The  only  interest  th 


some  one  or  more  of  your  qualified  literati  would 
prepare  a  comprehensive  volume  of  .American  bibli- 
ography, for  due  information  to  the  American  world 
Itself,  as  well  for  the  instruction  of  the  multitudes 
in  Europe— even  of  the  erudite— who  believe  that 
you  do  not  possess  enough  of  native  literature  to 
feed  a  learned  pig.  The  logic  of  the  address  is  not 
belter  than  its  diction.  If  American  authors  could 
gain  by  international  copyright,  it  would  not,  cer- 
tainly, be  in  London,  but  because  the  American  pub- 
lishers, finding  it  onerous  under  the  law  to  reprint  sc 
much  British  matter,  might  abstain  from  it,  and  mort 
readily  purchase  American  manuscripts;  in  othei 
words,  because  the  repressive  competition,  the  "grea ; 
mpediment  toapurely   national  literature,"  woulii 


70,3«  barrels  of  flour      The  - mbe^  ve^sel^ th^ ,  J^e  questicm^^^^ 

arrived  at  the  port  of  Cleveland  in  the   same  month  ,  "'""•      •-■^•'"y^  ".";-,_ .J_,. ;°;. ,„,;„„ 


as  one  of  plain  right  or  wrong — ^justice  or  injustice 
"°r^i*'"y  "■■"  "u   'i7^hi,\  Ron„Mi',..>n  nf  tl,P  imh  lilt  I  H is  fricud,  the  supreme  adept  in  neology,  does  noi 
The  Zanesville  (Ohio)  Republican  of  the  301h  ult  the  matter  at  all;  the  American  publishers  and 

states  that  Gov.  Corwin  has  applied  to  the  general  I  ^"'"';'="'^^^^  resembling  the  Rob   Roys  and 

government  f-f /hf '  ^'^1^^/'°"  °'  ""  "'  '   hfrpte'^.orT^eli;,^""   Nevertheless,  Mr.  oVkens 

of  the  sales  ol  the  public  land,.  ^^^     V^^    ^^^^^^^  ^,^^^,j_  j  ^^^^^^  ,,^j_  j,^^^  j^^ij^j 

Finale  of  the  extra  session.  The  session  was  i  without  hesitation  in  the  affirmative,  if  this  option 
brought  to  a  close  in  an  unusual  manner.  The  par- {  had  been  originally  presented  to  them,  "American 
ticulars  have  not  yet  reached  us  in  such  form  as  to  i  editions  of  your  works,  gratis,  or  no  reprints?"  If 
be  alile  to  stale  them  with  accuracy.  It  appears  [  tlie  works  of  Boz  had  not  been  sloioi,  he  could  never 
however  that  the  whig  members  of  both   houses  on  i  have  reaped  the  harvest  of  honor  or  glory  which  h 


dressers  hold  this  language:     "The  only 
American  public  can  have  is  in  the  supply  ol  Eng. 
lish  works  in  as  cheap  a  form  as  at  present,  am 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  would  continue  to  bl 
the  case  were  a  copyright  established.     Works  an 
sold  at  a  low  or  a  high  price,   not  in  proportion  f. 
there  is  a  copyright  or  not,  but  in  proportion  as  Ihei 
can  obtain  a  larger  or  smaller  community  of  reader: 
The  noble  cultivation  of  the  American  people,  whic: 
forms  a  reading  public   almost  commensurate   wil 
the  entire  population,  renders  it  the  obvious  intere  • 
of  every  author  (and  every  publisher)   to  adapt  h' 
price  to  the  means  of  all  his  readers,  and  we  ve 
ture  to  predict,  that  were  an  international  copyrig 
established,  not  one  popular  English  work  would 
sbOd  in  the  United  States  at  a  higher  price  than 
present."     According  to  my  humble   apprehensic 
the  American  publishers,  reprinting  equally   all  t 


ners  oi   ooin   nouses  on  |  have  reaped  the  Harvest  oi   nonor  or  giory  wiucu  iiu  .  n";  iy..,...>,»..   .-..■,  .-r-- .  ■-  ^      i       ; 

the  nth  inst.  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  hmdedl  (bund  in  the  country  of  the  thieves,  and  which  he  ]  popular  English  works,  l""' ^^"'"5  '»  P^y  he  U 
i»  (/.fir  ndgnalions,  and  thereby  left  both  houses  professes  to  value  beyond  all  other  retribution.-  I  lish  authors,  would  be  still  less  able  "r  '"«l  'i^d  tn 
without  a  quorum.  The  sergeant  at  arms  was  sent  Vou  will  find  in  one  of  Gibbon's  pages  a  proud  re- |  they  now  are  to  purchase  Americ^an  competitions 
for  them,  as  absent  members,  but  they  replied  thal|  ,,  icing  in  the  immense  field  for  British  literary  influ-  i  For  a  long  series  of  years  I  had  the  best  opporlu 
thev  no  longer  considered  themselves  as  members,  jince  and  renown  that  was  opening  over  the  transat-  |  ties  of  knowing  how  American  pen,  were  pam 
Their  reasons  are  of  course  to  be  assigned  to  the  lantic  Anglo  American  empire.  Gam  by  copyright  |  home,  and  my  impression  was  that  lair  lees  (hon 
people  of  the  state,  to  whom  they  concluded  to  ap-  i„  the  new  world  did  not  enter  into  Ihe  imagiualion  ;  ™-fs)  were  always  attainable  lor  ea,^;^eU)^  w 
peal  for  the  propriety  of  their  conduct  under  the  cir-  of  the  illustrious  historian.  Since  this  era,  pecunia-  few  of  the  good  or  distinguished  ™' '  ^^  have  i  ea  - 
oumstances  of  the  case.  |  ry  reward  has  become  incalculably  more  ample  and  ;  to  complain  on  that  score;  mere  sci  ibblcrs  dab  m. 

The  members  constituting  the  majority  conceiving  |  general  in  Great  Britain.     Every  one  of  the  twelve  ;  sciolists,  artificers,  have  been  too  siiccessiui   iii 
they  had  no  authority  to  close  the   session  in   due  j  Authors  whose  names  are  signed  to  the  extraordina-   same  respect.     Elementary  treaties  lor  the  purp 
form,  agreed  to  disperse,  and  have  accordingly  done  Ly   address  to  the  American  people,  transmitted  to  '  of  education,  compenduims,  synopses,  lectures,  i 
so.  Mr.  Dickens,  has  received  from  Ihe  Loudon  book- j  and  medical   and   school   books  ol  eveiy   ca 

There  was  much  excitement.     iMectings  of  the  ci-   sellers  abundant  pay  for  his  productions.  Thev  should  ]  long  proved  ainazingly  lucrative,     u  American 


tizens  were  called  in  all  directions;  one  held  by  the 
whigs  at  Columbus  was  very  numerously  attended,  at 
which  resolutions  were  adopted  warmly  approving 
of  the  resignations. 


INDIANA. 

Wabash  and  Erie  c.^nal.  This  great  work  is  so 
far  completed  that  last  Monday  boats  passed  at  the 
Toledo  sidecut  into  lake  Erie.  The  aqueduct  across 
Swan  creek  is  not  quite  finished;  that  prevents  the 
navigation  being  carried  quite  to  its  termination;  al- 
though for  all  practical  purposes  the  eastern  termi- 
nation may  be  said  to  be  completed,  and  it  is  navi- 
gable in  its  whole  extent  by  using  the  Maumee  23 
miles,  and  a  short  portage.  The  whole  length  is 
230  miles,  66  of  which  is  in  Ohio,  and  the  remain- 
der in  Indiana.  Lafayette  on  the  Wabash  is  the 
■western  termination,  and  Toledo  and  Manhattan  on 
lake  Erie. 

The  first  idea  of  this  canal  was  suggested  in  1817, 
and  a  grant  of  land  was  made  by  the  United  Slate- 
to  the  state  of  Indiana  to  aid  in  the  work.  Gov. 
Jennings,  first  governor  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  was 
one  of  the  first  and  most  active  individuals  in  obtain 
ing  the  grant,  and  in  the  incipient  arrangements  for 
commencing  the  work.  Gov.  Clinton,  of  N.  York, 
took  an  active  part  by  correspondence  and  otherwise 
in  promoting  Ihe  project. 


have  been  then  content  with  the  dilfusions  of  their   rature  has  not  duly  prospered,  the  fault  is  more  » 
ideas  and  fame  throughout  our  union,  and  the  conse- ;  the  public  than  with  the  book  trade.  _  1  ain  no^s 
quenl   increase  of  their  claims  at  home,  and  have ,  that  I  should  con' 
seen  with  complacency  the  cheapness  of  the  Anieri- 


r  with  Messrs.  Bulwer  &  Co 
regretting  that  .American  literature  has  not  bec< 
can  gratification.  In  truth,  there  are  few  good  or  1  an  "adequate  a'>J  '"d^endenl  protession."  ' 
able  British  writers  who  are  not  sure  of  being  suffi-  most  valuable  and  durable  works  have  "o'  <^o"  ^  « 
ciently  paid  at  home;  too  many  of  the  bad  or  infe-  j  the  mere  projcsswn  anywhere.  VVe  migh  «ell  fff 
rior  get  excessive  returns.  Unfortunately,  the  false  Uon  whether  the  cause  of  morals,  'ntcllect,  kn 
vogue  of  the  latter  causes  the  American  publishers  [  ledge,  and  taste  is  benefited  on  the  whole  by  prt 
to  issue  editions  of  their  paltry  performances.  There  i  sional  authorship,  stocked  and  exercised  as  it  . 
would  be  some  indemnity  to  the  American  public  ,  Europe.  1  have  ever  cherished  as  much  coucen 
for  an  enhancement  of  the  price  of  the  good  British  the  advancement  and  remuneration  of  America 
'  terature  as  any   other  person   whatever;  and  stl 

was  quite  welcome  news  to  me  that  the  report  6 
senate's  committee  at  Washingto;i  on  internati 
copyright  would  be  adverse.  The  report,  if  ex 
has  not  yet  fallen  into  my  hands.  Guard  lhe„; 
pendeiice  into  which  you  were  primarily  dr 
which  you  dearly  earned,  and  which,  in  some  e 
tial  particulars,  remains  incomplete.  Could 
twelve  appellants  have  said,  with  truth,  to  the  ; 
rican  people,  "the  literary  profession  in  Great 
tain  lielpeJ  you  to  your  independence;  it  has 
stantly  been  liberal  towards  your  institutions,-  * 
racier  and  literary  etforts;  it  has  derived  no  w  «( 
tage  for  itself,  no  benefit  for  Great  Britain,  by- 
tional  influence  over  your  alfections,   ideas,  ao 


books,  if  an  international  copyright  would  prevent 
the  reprinting  the  inferior  or  trashy,  but  it  might 
operate  less  with  regard  to  these  than  the  truly  me- 
ritorious. Considering  the  American  nation  is  held 
independent  and  distinct  from  the  British — tliat  the 
deserving  British  authors  are  adeiiuately  remunerated 
at  home — that  both  the  book  and  periodical  press  uf 
Great  Biilain  has  constantly  decried  or  reviled  Ame- 
rican character,  institutions,  and  literature;  that  Ihe 
true  reward  of  superior  authorship  consists  as  much 
of  extensive  celebrity  and  consumption,  as  of  pecu- 
niary profit,  I  cannot  discover,  with  Mr.  Dickens, 
Ihat  this  is  a  question  of  justice  or  injustice  towards 
the  Brilish  corps  of  the  pen   and   type,  and  still  less 


that  the  reprinting,  without  fee  to  Mr.  Cadylc,  in  a  tiona  influence  over  your  ^'  ^c  o  mea,  »„ 
foreign  land,  of  his  paradoxes  and  affectations  of  '-ernational  concerns  .f'^^^e  boundless  rcpri 
every  kind,  bU  fantastic  tropes,  his  distr  i  .  ^   ,  .nd   and  disseminaUon  of  its  effusions  among  you,  1 
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not  fail  to  assist  earnestly  American  aijtiiors  in  ob- 
taining in  Great  Britain  good  prices  and  due  estima- 
tion;" then  indeed  those  gentlemen  might  remonstrate 
against  the  retention  of  a  strict  American  right,  and 
invoke  American  gratitude,  or  generosity,  or  justice. 
But,  even  in  this  impossible  case,  they  would  not 
be  warranted  in  some  of  the  terms  which  they  have 
employed  in  their  "prayer,"  such  as  piracy,  smug- 
gling, oligarchica.l  interests,  minor  and  selfish  inte- 
rests, &c.  The  American  publishers  and  interests 
thus  stigmatised  could  attempt  a  retort  in  hints  about 
insincerity,  obtrusiveness,  superciliousness,  cupidity, 
and  proceed  to  moot  the  point  whether  the  volumes 
of  sir  E.  L.  Bulwer  (the  framerofthe  address)  have 
in  any  sense  or  degree  improved  the  American  peo- 
ple. For  the  rest,  there  is  one  danger  to  American 
bookmakers  of  every  description  from  th»  conces- 
sion demanded,  which  may  well  be  touched.  The 
secondary  orders  of  the  British  literary  profession 
would  probably  contrive  to  undersell  them  in  copy- 
right, and  supercede  them  by  an  express  manufac- 
ture for  tlie  American  fancy  and  educational  mar- 
ket. 

aili.  DICKENS  AND  THE  INTERNATIONAL 
COPYRIGHT.  We  find  in  the  London  Chronicle 
the  following  circidar,  sent  by  Mr.  Dickens  to  other 
English  authors: 

*'l,  Devonshire-terrace,  York  ^ute, 
Regenrs-pnrk,  1th  July,  1849. 
"You  may  perhaps  be  aware  that  during  my  stay 
in  America  (  lost  no  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to 
awaken  the  public  mind  to  a  sense  of  the  unjust 
and  iniquitous  state  of  the  law  in  that  country, 
in  reference  to  the  wholesale  piracy  of  British 
works. 

"Having  been,  successful  in  making  the  subject  one 
of  general  discussion  in  the  United  States,  I  carried 
to  Washington,  for  presentation  to  congress  by  Mr. 
Clay,  a  petition  from  the  whole  body  of  American 
authors,  earnestly  praying  for  the  en'actment  of  an 
:international  copyright  law.  It  was  signed  by  Mr. 
Washington  Irving,  Mr.  Prescott,  Mr.  Cooper,  and 
every  man  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  the 
•literature  of  America;  and  has  since  been  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

"To  counteract  any  effect  which  might  be  produc- 
ed by  that  petition,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Boston— 
.which  you  will  remember  is  the  seat  and  stronghold 
of  learning  and  letters  in  the  United  States — at 
i  which  a  memorial  against  any  change  in  the  existing 
istate  of  things  in  this  respect  was'agreed  to,  with 
(but  one  dissentient  voice.  This  documeui,  which, 
■incredible  as  it  may  appear  to  you,  was  actually  for- 
jwarded  to  congress,  and  received,  deliberately  stated 
ithat  if  English  authors  were  invested  with  any  con- 
jtrol  over  the  republication  of  their  own  books,  it 
fWould  be  no  longer  possible  for  American  editors  to 
alter  and  adapt  them  (as  they  do  now)  to  the  Ameri- 
can taste! 

"This  memorial  was,  without  loss  of  time,  replied 
to  by  Mr.  Prescott,  who  commented,  with  the  natu- 
ral indignation  of  a  gentleman,  and  a  man  of  letters, 
Mpon  its  extraordinary  dishonesty.  I  am  satisfied  that 
.his  brief  mention  of  its  tone  and  spirit,  is  sufficient 
,0  impress  you  with  the  conviction  that  it  becomes 
Jill  those  who  are  in  any  way  connected  with  the  lite- 
.  j-ature  of  England,  to  take  that  high   stand   to  which 
he  nature  of  their  pursuits  and  the  extent  of  their 
pliire  and  usefulness  justly  entitle  them,  to  disencou- 
age  the  upholders  of  such  doctrines  by  every  means 
,n  tiit'ir  power,  and  to  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the 
motest  participation  in  a  system,  from  which  the 
oral  sense  and  honorable  feeling  of  all  just  men 
ust  instinctively  recoil. 

"For  myself,  I  have  resolved  that  I  will  never 
■om  this  time  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  any 
Brson  for  the  transmission,  across  the  Atlantic,  of 
'iarly  proofs  of  any  thing  I  may  write;  and  that  I 
;ill  forego  all  prolit  derivable  from  such  a  source. — 
do  not  venture  to  urge  this  line  of  proceeding  upon 
ou,  but  I  would  beg  to  suggest,  and  to  lay  great 
less  upon  the  uecessity  of  observing,  one  other  course 
f  action  to  which  1  cannot  too  emphatically  call  your 
Itention. 
"The  persons  who  exert  themselves  to  mislead  the 
luerican  public  on  this  question;  to  put  down  its 
iscussion;  and  to  suppress  and  distort  the  truth,  in 
ference  to  it,  in  every  possible  way,  are  (as  you 
ay  easily  suppose)  those  who  have  a  strong  inte- 
ist  in  the  existing  system  of  piracy  and  plunder, 
smuch  as,  so  long  as  it  continues,  they  can  gain  a 
ry  comfortable  living  out  of  the  brains  of  other 
[en,  while  they  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  earn 
ead  by  the  exercise  of  their  own.  These  are  the 
tors  and  proprietors  of  newspapers  almost  ex- 
sively  devoted  to  the  republication  of  popular 
glish  works.  They  are,  for  the  most  part,  men 
very  low  attainments  and   of  more  than  inditfe- 


rent  reputation;  and  1  have  frequently  seen  them,  in 
the  same  sheet  in  which  they  boast  of  the  rapid  sale 
of  many  thousand  copies  of  an  English  reprint, 
coarsely  and  insolently  attacking  the  author  of  that 
very  book,  and  heaping  scurrility  and  slander  upon  his 
head, 

"I  would  therefore  entreat  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
honorable  pursuit  with  which  you  are  so  intimately 
connected,  never  to  hold  correspondence  with  any  of 
these  men,  and  never  to  negotiate  with  them  for  the 
sale  of  early  proofs  of  any  work  over  which  you  have 
control;  but  to  treat,  on  all  occasions,  ^vith  some  re- 
spectable American  publishing  house,  and  with  such 
an  establishment  only. 

"Our  common  interest  in  this  subject,  and  my  ad- 
j  vocacy  of  it,  single  handed,  on  every  occasion  that 
has  presented  itself  during  my  absence  from  Eu- 
rope, form  my  excuse  for  addressing  you.  And  1 
am  faithfully  yours, 

CHARLES  DICKENS." 


TARIFF  OR  REVENUE  BILL. 


For  purposes  of  future  reference,  we  reinsert  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  passage  of  the  tariff  bill,  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  designating  the  names 
according  to  parties,  the  whigs  being  printed  in  Roman 
letters,  and  the  Van  Buren  membei's  in  Iliilics. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews, 
Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  .Appleton,  Arnold,  Aycrigg, 
Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Bolts,  Briggs,  Broekway,  Bron- 
son,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley 
N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
CusiiiNG,'"  Garrett  Davis,  John  Edwards,  Everett, 
Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates, 
Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  PatrickG.  Goodc,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Green,  Hall,  Halstead,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Joseph  B.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Wm.  W. 
Irwin,  James,  William  Cost  Johnson,  I.  D.  Jones, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan,  Thomas 
F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks, 
Maxwell,  Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Osborne,  Owsley,  Pnrmeiifer,  Pearce,  Pendle- 
ton, Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benj.  Randall,  Alexan- 
der RandalH  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  W.  Rus- 
sell, J.  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepperd,  Simonton, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sellers,  Sprigg,  Stanly, 
Stokely,  Slraton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tom- 
linson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Wallace,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Yorke,  A. 
Young,  J.  Young — 116. 

NAYS — Messrs.  .h-ringlon,  Mierton,  Beeson,  Bid- 
lack,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyil,  Breicsler,  Jluron  V.  Brown, 
Milton  Brown,  Cha.  Brown,  Burke,  Salmon  H.  Butler, 
William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,   Green  W.  Cald- 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, 

Rhode  Island, 

New  i'ork. 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

.Arkansas, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Missouri, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Ohio, 

Michigan, 

In   the    Se-vat; 


Ye.vs. 

Whigs,  r.  B. 

4  0 


i,  without  repeating  the  names, 
which  were  inserted  page  377,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
observe  that  in  a  party  view  every  Van  Buren  sena- 
tor voted  against  the  bill.  It  was  carried  by  whi» 
votes  alone.  Of  the  southern  whigs  Mr.  Preston  of 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Mr.  Rims,  of  Virginia,  voted  against  the  bill. 


FOREIGN  TARIFFS— FOREIGN  fOLlCY. 


We  have  taken  occasion  more  than  once  to  refer 
to  the  palpable  trickery  to  which  the  British  autho- 
rities resort  whenever  the  tariff  subject  is  to  be  agi- 
tated in  this  country.  To  aid  the  press  in  this  coun- 
try devoted  to  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  nume- 
rous foreign  agents,  and  still  more  numerous  foreign 
advocates,  they  systematically  get  up  a  specious  ex- 
hibition of  "Free  Trade"  doctrines,  theories  and 
statistics,  and  not  unfrequently  do  they  even  by  con- 
certed parliamentary  action,  attempt  to  mislead  this 
whole  country  ai  to  their  true  policy.  The  late 
whig  ministers  ventured  either  in  sincerity  or  in  ap- 
pearance, one  step  too  far  in  this  direction  and  ac- 
tually adventured  their  places  upon  a  proposition  to 
open  their  ports  to  a  somewhat  more  equitable  d.spo- 
sition  of  trade — but  what  was  the  consequence.'  The 
aristocracy  and  landed  interests  of  the  nation  in- 
stantly rallied   to  the  aid  of  their  established  policy. 


I  the  whigs  were  ousted  by  an  overwhelming  vote 

wc«,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B  ,  ^„j  j,,.  p^^,  ,„j  i,;^  ^  partisans  were  elected  by 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cnry,  Casey,  C/mnma>i,  C/i/Torii,  ,    ,    .  .     .    '  ,,  •' 

Clinton,  Coles.  Mark  Jl.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel,  Kk/.V  ,  a"  overwhelming  majority,  upon  the    very  question 
D.  Davis  DnicsOTi,  Dean,  Deberry,  Dnan,  Doig,  East-    of  sustaining  the  corn  laws  and  other  regulations  un- 
man, John  C.  Edwards,  £g6fr(,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  j  der  which  the  realm  has  succeeded  to  its  present  com- 
A  Floyd,  f^™™,ceThos.F.  Foster.  Gamble,  Gerry     ^^,.^.^,  ^„j  ,„„,uf,eturing  preponderance. 
Gilmer,  Wm.  0.  Goodc,  Gordon,  Gustine,  Gtcin,  Ha-  -,?    r,     ■   ■ 

bersham,  Harris,  J.  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  I  "'«".  "»  sooner  was  Mr.  Peel  mstalled,  than  \o, 
Houck,  Houston,  Huhbard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Inger- 1  and  behold!!  we  have  him  immediately  announced  as 
soil.  Jack,  Cuve  Johnson,  .John  fV.  ./ones,  A'cim,  .3- |  an  advocate  for  a  relaxation  of  the  very  laws  to  sus- 
Kennedy,Kms,  Lewis,  Litttefield  Mral^m  McClM'm,  ,  ^^^^  expressly  elected. 

Robert   McLellan,   Mchay,  McKeon,  Mali-ory,  Mar- 1  *^         •' 

chand,  Mfred  Marshall,  -John  T.  Mason,  Matheios,  Me-  \  This  was  merely  an  exhibition  expressly  designed 
dill,  iVleriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Mwhard,  Palridge,  'for  the  .American  market.  Congress  was  on  the  eve  of 
Payne,  Pickem,  Plumcr,  Read,  Reding,  Uencher,  Rey-   ^^^.^  our  tariff  question,  with  some  prospect  of 

nolds,  Rhell,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,   Saun- \       ,         "^  ,  ,     ,.         ,    .         .  t""»peci  oi 

ders,  Shaw,  Shields,  iniliam  Smith,  Snyder,  Sleenrod,  '"^^ing  a  law  protective  of  American  interests  and 
Sumpter,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turncy,  fan  Buren,  Ward,  at  all  events,  the  utmost  must  be  done  to  "head" 
Warren,  Wallerson,  Wellcr,  James  W.  Williams,  C.  I  them  in  favor  of  British  interests.  This  key  was 
H.Williams,  (rood— 112.  j  ^gn  understood,  and  serves  to  reconcile  the  anna- 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Parmenter,  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  the  only  Van  Buren  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive-all the  rest  of  that  party  whether  from  north 
or  south  voted  against  the  bill. 


the  appa- 
rent inconsistency  of  Mr.  Peel  and  his  party.  The 
British  are  a  national  people,  and  soon  took  their 
cue,  as  the  overwhelming  votes  by  which  Mr.  Peel 
carried  his  tariff  bill  through  both  houses  of  parlia- 
Of  the  southern  whigs,  (Mrfv-fArce  voted  in  favor  ^  ^^^j  ^^^.^  sufficiently  evinced.  Would  that  our 
of  the  bill,  and /oto-fem  against  It.     Mr.  Cnsei/,  ot  II- :  j     ,      r  .-        •  u        , 

linois,  was  the  only  northern  whig  that  voted  against :  countrymen   were   as  ready   to  distinguish   and  as 

the  bill,  and  he  assigned  as  his  reason,  not  an  objec-  prompt  to  heartily  sustain  American  interests,  as  all 
tion  to  the  protective  system,  but  because  the  retaiia-  parties  are  ever  found  to  be  in  parliament,  when 
tory  provision  against  such  foreign  countries  as  would  .^^^  j,^j„,^^„   ^^.^.^^^  interests  and  any 

not  admit  our  wheat,  was  left  out  ol  the  bill.  ;  ^  ""  ""J 

The  party  vote  therefore  stood—  j  oth'^''  mteresls. 

Wh^s.         V.  B.  Well,  we  have  at  length  copies  of  the  substance 

For  the  bill  115  97  |  of  Mr.  Peel's  famous  modification  in  favor  of  "/Vce 

AdiCnt'dtspositionofthevotifmaythusbear-'^"'''-''     ^e   lay   it  before   the   American   reader 

ranged,  according  to  states:  '  for  his  deliberate  exammation.     And  we  ask  him 


390         NILES*  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  20.  1842— FOREIGN  TARIFFS— FOREIGN  POLICY. 


whoever  he  he,  to  point  out  one  single  modifica- 
tion or  that  I'iiri  r'  that  is  enlUlel  to  Ihe  credit  of 
beinj  a  concession  to  ''Fne  Triiiie" — as  suck'}  Not 
one  ibla  is  changed  but  with  Ihe  express  viev/  to 
Brilish,  (not  generally  liberal),  but  strictly,  Brilisli 
interists.  The'  whole  siring  of  modifications  embrace 
articles  only  of  which  less  than  wo  niillions  of  the 
immense  imports  of  that  nation  consists;  and  nearly 
every  article  in  it  touching  American  produce,  is  of 
those  required  for  British  naval  stores,  or  raw  mate- 
rials needed  for  British  manufactures,  on  which  tlie 
reductions  of  duties  are  so  modified,  as  to  subserve 
those  esseiilialiy  Brilish  interests.  And  yet  this  is 
the  measure  that  is  trumpeted  forth  as  a  mighty  con- 
cession to  '^Free  Trade.'''' 

But  l<iok  at  the  provisions  of  this  new  British  tariff 
in  another  particular.  As  a  further  illustration  of  its 
"Free  Trade"  provisions,  duties  are  laid  in  it  upon 
imports  from  this  country  immensely  higher  than 
from  British  possessions.  Take  a  few  items  selected 
to  our  hands  by  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Atlas  just  at 
a  venture,  as  a  specimen. 


Gf  t'T  from 
Foreign  Cim. 

£.  s.     d. 
Wheat,  value  55s  and  under 

SG*  Ihe  quarter                      0  17 
Wheat,  value  57s  and  under 

58s  the  quarter                       0  15 
Barlev  and   Indian  corn  va- 

lue'28s  and  under  29s           0  9 

Do.     do.  value  31s                    0  7 

Beef  ai:d  pork,  salted,     cwt.  0  8 

Bacon,                              cwt.  0  14 

Toiif»;ues,                          cwt.  U  Id 

Lard,                              cwt.  0  2 

Butter,                              cwt.  1  0 

Cheese,                             cwt.  0  10 

Rice,  hulled,                   cwt.  0  6 

Rice  rough,  &  in  the  husk  "    0  7 

Oil— Linseud,  &.  hemp,  tun,    6  0 

Sperm  oil,                         tun,  15  0 

Hay,                                load,     0  16 

Gypsum,                         ton,     1  11 

Lead,                                 ton,     1  U 

Spirits,                         gallon,     1  9 


Of  or  f  re 
1.  Brit  ]m. 
£.     s.     d 


Wood  &  tim.  50  cubic  feet,    1 
Slaves,  the  load  of  50  cu.  f.     1 

Here  we  1 
tisli  prdclisf,  "liilst  they  preach  "F/ec  Tade." 

But  let  us  attend  to  the  provisions  of  the  tariff 
more  in  detail — and  we  subjoin  for  (he  advantage 
of  lurther  reference,  an  aij^iraet  of  the  French 
tariti  aiso,  nut  in  the  general  more  lavorable  than  the 
British,  but  which  certainly  makes  less  pretensions 
to  deceive  us. 

DOTIES  OF  CUSTOMS  PAT.tBLE  ON  GOODS,  WARES  ANP 
MERCHANDISE  IMPORTED  IXTO  THE  UnITEO  KING- 
DOM   FROM    FOREIGN    I'ARTS. 

Uf  or  from        Of  and  from 
Articles.  Foreign  coipitnex.  British  possess. 

£.    s.    d.    s.    d. 
Goods,  wares  and  merchandise, 

b^ing  either  in  part  or  whully 

manufactured,  and  not  being 

enumerated  or  described,  nor 

otherwise  charged   with  duly, 

and  not  prohibiled  to  be  iiiir 

ported,  into,  or  used  m  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland. 
Goods,  Hure»and  merchandise, 

not   being  either  in    part  or 

wholly  iilanulactui'ed,aiid  nut 

being  enumernted  or  de&crib* 

ed,norotherwise  charged  with 

duty,  and  not  prohiiuted  to  tie 

importeU    luto,  or  used   in  G. 

Britain  or  Ireland. 
Acorns,  bush.  0     1 

Apples,  raw,  bush.  0     0 

Dried,  0     ? 

Ashes,  pearl  or  pot,  0     (J 

Bacon,  cwt.  0  14 

bark,  for  ta-ners' or  dyers' use,     U     u 
Beef,   salted ,  not  being  corned 

beef,  from  and  after  Idtli  Oct. 

1842,  0     8 

Bees'  wax,  cwt.  0    *-i 

hieaihed,  1 


Wheat. — Whenever  the  average   prir 
made  up  and  published  in  the  manner 
law,  sliall  he  Air  every  cjuarter 
Under  51s.  the  duty  shall  be  for  every  qr. 
51s  and  iind  r  5^s 
52s  and  under  5.5s 
55s  and  under  56s 
56s  and  under  573 
57s  and  under  58s 
58s  and   under  59s 
59s  and  under  60s 
COs  and  under  61s 
61s  and  under  62s 
625  and  under  fi3s 
63s  and  under  64s 
64s  and  under  65s 
65s  and  under  66s 
66s  and  under  69s 
69*  and  under  70s 
70s  and  under  71s 
71s  and  under  72s 
73s  and  under  733 
73s  and  upvrards, 
Barley. — Whenever  the  average  price  of 
barley,  made  up  and    pubiisiied  in   the 
manner  required  by  law,  be  for  every 
quarter 
Under  ?63  the  duty  shall  be  for  ever  qr. 
26s  and  uiider  27s 
97s  and  under  30s 
30s  and  under  Sis 
31s  and  under  32s 
32s  and  under  33s 
o3s  and  under  34? 
34s  and  under  353 
36s  and  under  38s 
37s  and  upwards 
Oats. — Whenever  Ihe   average  price  of 
oats,  made   up   and  published    in   the 
manner  required  by  law,  shall  be    for 
every  quarter 
Under  19s  the  duty  shall  be  for  every  qr. 

19s  and  under  20s 
I  SOs  and  under  23s 

I  233  and  under  243 

243  and  under  255 
25s  and  under  263 
26-i  and  under  27s 
1  27s  and  upwards 

Rye,   peas,  and    beans. — Whenever  the 
average  price  of  rye,  or  of  peas,  or  of 
I      beans    made  up  and   published   in  the 
I      manner  required  by    law,  shall   be  for 


e  of  wheat, 
req  iirtd  by 


1  II 
0  19 
0  18 
0  17 
0  16 
0  15 
0  14 
0  13 
0  12 
0  11 


Under  22  for  every  quarter,  the  duty  shall 

he  fr.r  pverv  quarter  0     2     0 

2as  and  under  23s  0     1     6 

23s  and  ur. wards  0     0     6 

Piye,  pea';  and  beans. — Whenever  the  ave- 
rage price  of  rye.  or  of  peas,  or  of  beans, 
made  up  and  published  in  the  manner  re- 
quired by  law,  shall  be  under  SOs.  for 
every  quarter  0     3     0 

30s  snd  under  3  Is  0    2     6 

31s  and  under  323  0     2     6 

3-2s  and  under  333  0     16 

33s  and  under  343        ■  0     10 

34s  and  upwards  0     0     6 

Wheat,  meal  and  flour. — For  every  barrel,  being  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds,  a  duty  equal  in 
amount  to  the  duty  payable  on  thirty-eight  and  a 
half  gallons  of  wheat. 


0 
0 
0 

Ol 
0 

•^ 

ol 

0 
0 

o! 

0' 

"l 

0 

ol 

0 

0   Oatmea 


0 

11 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

8 

0 

I) 

7 

0 

0 

6 

8 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

u 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0   Oatmeal. — For  every  quantity   of  one   hundred  and 
0  I      eighty-one    pounds   and  a   half,   a   duty  equal  in 
0  ,      amount  to  the  duly  payable  on  a  quarter  of  oats. 
0    Maize  or  Indian   corn,  buck    weal,  bear  or   big^. — 
For  every  quarter,  a  duty  equal  in  amount  to  the 
duty  payable  on  a  quarter  of  barley. 
Hams  and  baeon  0  14     0         0     3     6 

Hides,  raw  and  tanned — 
Horse,   mare,    gelding,  buf- 
falo, bull,  cow,  o.x,  calf,  kid, 
swine,  and    hog,  sea    cow, 
elephant,  and  eland  or  large 
deer  hides,  viz.  not  tanned 
curried,  or  in  any  way  dres- 
sed dry. cwi.  0    0     6       0     0     2 
0   Ditto,  wet  per  cwt.                        0     0     3      0     0     1 
whether  wlinle,  cut,  rounded 
or  trimmed,  or  pieces  thereof, 
not   cut   into   shapes,  tanned, 

but  notothenvise  dressed  — lb.  0     0     2       0     0     1 
tanned,  curried,  or  in  any  way 
dressed,  not  being  varnished, 
0  :     japaned  or  enamelled  0     0     4       0     0     2 

0        if  varnished,  japanned  or  ena- 
0        melled 
0    Lnsh  hides  lb. 


O     *     '^    Hides,  or  pieces  thereof,  raw  or 
0    3    0       undressed,  not  otherwise  enu- 


e  a  precious  s;.m[>le  of  jiow  the  Bri-    Under  30>  the  duty  shall  be  for  every  qr 

SOs  and  under  33s 
33s  and  under  343 
34s  and  under  3.5s 
35s  and  under  363 
36s  and  under  37s 
37s  and  under  383 
38s  and  under  39s 
393  and  under  403 
40s  and  under  41s 
41s  and  under  423 
42s  and  upwards 
Wheal,  meal,  and   flour. — For   every  barrel,  being 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds,  a  duty  equal  in 
aniounl  to   the  duty  payable  on   thirty-eight  and  a 
half  gallons  of  wheal. 
Oatmeal. — For  every  quantity  of  one  hundred   and 
eighty-one    pounds    and    a   half,  a   duty  equal    in 
amount  to  the  duly  payable  on  a  quarter  ol  oats. 
Maize  or   Indian  corn,  liuck  wheat,  bear  or  bigg. — 


0 

11 

6 

fl 

10 

fi 

0 

9 

6 

0 

8 

6 

0 

7 

6 

0 

6 

C 

0 

5 

6 

0 

4 

6 

0 

3 

6 

0 

2 

6 

0 

1 

6 

u 

1 

0 

meraledfor  every  if  100  »a. 

Honey,  cwt. 

Hops,  cwt. 

Indigo,  cv/t. 

Lard,  cwt. 

Meat,  salted  or  fresh,  not  other- 
wise described  cwt. 

Linseed,  rape,  hemp,  tun 

Train,  blubber  and  spermaceti, 
Ihe  produce  of  fish  or  creatu- 
res living  in  Ihe  sea,  taken  and 
caught  by  Ihe  crews  of  Brilish 
vessels,  and  imported  direct 
from  the  lishery,  or  from  any 
Brilish  possession  in  a  British 
vessel,  tun 


0  0 
0     0 

6 
4 

0 
0 

0 
0 

10  0 
0  10 
4  10 
0  2 
0     2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

5 

0 

4 
1 
0 

0 
5 
10 
0 
0 

0  8 
6     0 

0 
0 

0 

1 

2 
0 

0    1 


0    0 


5  per  ct.  5  per  ot. 


0 


0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

u 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

6 

F 

ree. 

U 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

HI 

0 

s.  d. 

5    0 

4 

3 


Bvrie,  bay,  juniper  and  yellow,  0     10    0     1 
B  .  ler,  15  pr  ct.   15   pr 

Cu.  ese,  cwt.  0  10     6     0    2 

Co.ii — \i  iroporled  from  any  foreign  country: 


For   every  quarler,  a  duty  equal    in  amount  to  the 
duty  payable  on  a  quarter  of  barley. 
20  per  ct.  20  per  ct.    If  the  produce  of  and  imported  from  any  British  pos- 
sessions  in   North   America,  or  elsewhere  out  ol 
Europe. 
Wheal. — Whenever  the  average  price  of 
wheat,  made  up  and   published   in    the 
manner  required  by  law,  shall  be  £ 

Under  553   for  every   quarter,   the  duty' 

shall  be  for  every  quarter  0 

55s  and  under  56s  0 

56s  and  under  573  0 

57s  and  under  38s  o     2 

58s  and  upwards  Q     1 

Barley. — Whenever  the  average  price  of 
barley,  made  up  and  published  in  the 
manner  required  by  law,  shall  be 
Under  285    for  every    quarter,    Ihe  duty 

shall  be  for  every  quarler  0     2 

22s  and  under  29s  0     2 

29s  and  under  303  0     1 

303  and  under  3l3  o     1 

3l3  and  upwards  u     o 

Oats. — Whenever  the  average  price  of  oats, 
made  up  and  published  in  the  manner  re- 
quired by  law, 


6  Train,  blubber  and  head  matter, 
the  produce  of  fish  or  creatu- 
res living  in  the  sea,  foreign 
fishing,  until  the  5th  .luly, 
1843,  tun     26  12 

Train  and  blubber,  the  produce 
of  fish  or  creatures  living  in 
the  sea,  of  foreign  fishing,  from 
and  after  5th  July,  1843.  tun  G 
Spermaceti  of  foreign  fishing, 
from  and  after  Stii  July,  1843, 
tun  15 

or  spirit  of  turpentine,  0    5     I 

not  particularly  enumerated 
or  described,  not  olherwise 
charged  with  duly  20  p.  ct, 

Fork,  sailed,   (not    ham),    from 

and  after  Ocl.  10,  1842,  cwt.    0 

Rice,  not  rough  nor  in  the  husk, 

cwt.  0 

()   Rice,  rough  and  in  the  husk,  qr.  0 

tj    Rosin,  cwl.  0 

U   Sassafras,  cwt.  0 

Q   Sausages  and  puddings,  lb.  0 

!  Tar,  per  last,  containing  12  bar- 

I      rel,  each  barrel  nut  exceeding 

31  i  gallons,  0 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  0 

6   Snutf,  0 

0    Manufarturcd  orsegais,  0 

0   Stalks  and  flour  of  tobacco, 

0  '      [.Manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom,  at  or  will 

6   t-vo  miles  of  any  port  into  which  tobacco  may  be  i 

I  ported,  made  into  shag,  roll  or  carrot  tobacco,  dra 

I  back  upon  cxpurtaiioii  or  shipment  as  stores,  the 

las.  7id.] 


0 


0    2 


20  p. 
0     2 


3   0     0   : 

0     0      0     1 
9     0      0    1 

prohibited, 
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Turpentine,  viz: 
Not  bjitig  of  greater  va'ue  tiian 

9i.  per  3  vt. 
FrjMi  9s.  to  I5s.  per  cwt. 
Aliove  15i.  per  cwt.  0 

Wax,  bees,  cwt.  0 

Do      do  in  .iny  degree  bleacli'd   1 
Cotton  wool  or  waste  of  cotton 

wool  cwt.  I) 


NOTES    FROM    THE    CUSTOM 


)  0  1 

0   0 

)  1  0 

0  0 

5  0 

0  2 

2  0 

0  1 

0  0 

0  10 

)  2  11 

0  0 

DUTIES' 

ACT. 

i.r  l,i.Mii|,eii  cioilis,  witlKut  disliijctioii  of  ,].e 
of  their  injpoilalicin. 
loths  presenting  niore  or  less  opening  :n  the 


I      Go..(ls  iletaineil   lor  hejn-  undsrvalueil,  can  .-i.,y        Lii 

I  be  so  dealt  with  in  the  .sparse  of  seven  days  in  Eng-  manii 
1  land  and  ten  days  in  Scotland  alter  final  examina- '  Pla 
3   lion.  space  of  five  millimetres'; 

6        Warehousing  bonds   to  continue   in  force  longer         .v,,,,^,^  o/     Ra,v,  the  100     Hf- bleach-     Dyed,  Iht 

I  tlireads.  kilcgrammcs.     '-'''  ""  1^0     lUO  kilo- 


kilogram's,     grammes. 


1     0    than  three  years 

0  :      No  ahaternent  of  duties  on  account  of  damage  on 
j  cantharides,  cocoa,  cotfee,  pr-pper,  tea,  sugar,  tobac- 

1  CO,  wine,  &c.  to  be  made  on  such  when  found  dere-   Less  than  8  threads, 
I  lict,  jetsam,  flotsam,  or  wreck.  8  threads. 

Clause  111 — llepeals  so  much  of  the  acts  for  the '      ^°  dra.vbacli  to  he  allowed  on  goods  entered  out   9,  10,  11  threads, 
management  of  the  customs,  as  prohibits  the  impor-  i  °"  merchandise  oi  stores,  which  may  be  of  less  value    Id  threads, 
tation  into  the  United  Kingdom  uf  beef  or  pork,  fresh  !  ^^""  'he  amount  of  dr.iwback.     Penalty  of  ^2J0,  or    IC  threads, 
or  corned,  or  slightly  salted,   great    cattle,   mutton  i  treble  the  amount  claimed.  ;  17  threads. 

Goods  exporting  on  dra'.vhack  to  give  bond  for  due  i  18  and  19  threads, 
landing  at  the  place  entered  for.  20  threads. 

Wine  for  officers  of  the  royal  navy  may  be  shipped    More  than  20  thread  , 
at  Liverpool  on  dra-.vback.  |      Tjble  linen,  of  which  Ihe  web  presents  more  or 

No  hooks  whatever,  reprinted  abroad  from  origi-   less  opening  in  the  space  of  five  millimetres; 


lamb,  sheep,  swine,  and  fish  of  foreign  taking  or  cur- 
ing, or  in  foreign  vessels. 

Clause  IV— Prohibits  the  importation  of  fish  of  fo- 
reign taking,  in  vessels  which  have  not  regularly 
cleared  out  from  some  foreign  port,  except  ancho- 
vies, eels,  turbots,  and  lobsters;  and  all  train  oil, 
blubber,  spermaceti  oil,  head  matter,  skins,  bones', 
and  fins,  the  produce  of  fish  or  creatures  living  in  the 
sea. 

Clause  VI — Tobacco,  the  produce  of  Mexico,  may 
1  e  imported  from  British  possessions  in  packages  of 
eighty.pounds  weight;  and  negrohead  tobacco  from 
the  L/'nited  States  of  America  in  packages  of  150  lbs. 

Clause  Vil— The  weight  need  not  be  marked  on 
the  hogshead  containing  the  tobacco. 

Clause  VIII — Tobacco  may  be  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdon  by  bill  of  store. 

Clause  IX — A  separate  manifest  for  tobacco  no 
longer  required. 

Clause  X — No  drawback  allowed  on  tobacco  im- 
properly luanuiacturcd. 

Clause  XI — Foreign  goods  bearing  British  marks 
prohibited  to  be  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
or  Bnlish  possessions  abroad  after  the  5tli  Jan.  1843. 

Clause  XJl — Spirits  may  in  future  be  imported  in 
stone  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  size  of  quart  bottles. 

Clause  XllI— The  silk  manufactures  of  Europe 
may  be  imported  into  Southampton. 

Clause  XV — And  whereas  by  the  last  mentioned 
act  the  officers  of  customs  are  authorised  to  detain 
and  secure  goods  entered  at  value,  if  upon  examina- 
tion it  shall  appear  to  them  that  such  goods  are  not 
valued  according  to  the  true  value  thereof,  and  with- 
in certain  periods  therein  mentioned,  to  take  such 
goods  for  the  use  of  the  crown,  and  it  is  expedient 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  security  of  the  re- 
venue, and  the  accom uodation  of  merchants  import- 
ing such  goods;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  if  upon 
examination  of  any  goods  entered  to  pay  duty  ac- 
cording to  the  value  therefore,  it  shall  appear  to  the 
officers  of  customs  that  such  goods  are  not  valued 
according  to  ihe  true  value  thereof,  it  shall  be  lav 


Francs. 

Francs. 

60 

95 

90 

80 

116 

116 

126 

191 

J4G 

144 

219 

167 

267 

517 

299 

287 

457 

317 

297 

477 

3-29 

343 

567 

380 

467 

817 

537 

nal  British  publications,  allowed  to  be  imported,  ex- 
cept when  the  copyright  has  expired. 

Prohibitions  not  to  take  place  unless  notice  of  co- 
pyright and  date  of  its  expiration  to  be  given  to  com- 
missioners of  customs. 

Goods,  tiie  produce  of  any  British  possession  abroad 
(except  the  territories  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bom 


Worked,  less  than  16  threads,  the  duty  on  nlain 
cloth  of  15  threads. 

Ditto,  16  threads  and  more,  the  duty  on  plaia 
thread  according  to  the  fineness. 

Damasked,  the  duty  on  worked  linen  augmented 
20  per  cent. 

Linen  cloth  for  matrasses,  without  distinction  of 


tificates  or  produce. 

Timber  and  wood  to  be  piled  at  the  expense  of  the 
importer,  so  as  to  enable  the  officers  of  custom  to 
measure  it,  and  no  allowance  to  be  made  for  intersti- 
ces in  the  pile. 

But  deals,  battens,  hoards,  and  planks  may  be  mea- 
sured by  the  piece,  and  taken  account  of  separately. 

Vessels  that  required  licences  as  being  under  2U0 
tons  by  the  old  mode  of  admeasurement,  not  to  re- 
quire such  if  under  170  tons  by  the  new. 

Vessels  from  which  goods  are  thrown  overboard  to 
prevent  seizure,  liable  to  be  seized. 

•Act  for  regulating  registry  of  vessels  in  Great  Bri- 
tain shall  extend  to  vessels  belonging  to  British  pos- 
sessions. 

Repayment  of  duties  on  barilla,  used  in  the  bleach- 
ing of  linen  repealed. 

Lords  of  the  treasury  to  have  the  power  of  reduc- 
ing local  duties  and  charges  upon  foreign  goods  and 
vessels  in  cases  of  reciprocity. 

Salted  beef  and  pork  may  be  exported  without  the 
restriction  of  a  special  bond  or  declaration. 

Commissioners  of  customs  may  remit  the  duties  on 
any  goods  in  bonding  warehouses  lost  or  destroyed 
by  unavoidable  accident. 

Any  goods  (besides  woollens,  linens,  silks,  or  cot- 

,        -  .  , tons)  may  be  delivered  from  the  bonding  warehouses 

ful  lor  such  officers  to  detain  and  secure  such  goods,  to  be  cleaned,  under  the  regulations  of  the  commis- 
and  withm  seven  days  from  the  day  on   which   the  I  sioners  of  the  customs. 


bay,)  not  to  have  the  benefit  of  such  unless  the  goods  I  fineness,  2I2t".  the  100  kilogrammes, 
are  mentioned  in  the  official  documents.  Twilled  linen  cloths  for  beds  212f.  the  100  kilO' 

Lords  of  the  treasury  empowered  to  regulate  cer- }  grammes. 


Twilled  linen  cloth  for  clothing,  raw,  364f.  the 
100  kilogrammes. 

Thick  cloth  for  carpets,  either  of  linen  or  hemp, 
dyed,  of  less  than  8  threads  to  the  five  millimetres. 
75f.  the  100  kilog 


Committee   of  sugar-refiners   to   provide   sample 


goods  shall  be  finally  examined  by  the  proper  officer 
by  virtue  of  a  duty-paid  entry,  if 'it  be  in  England,  or 
within  ten  days  from  the  last  mentioned  day  if  it  be 
in  any  port  in  Scotland,  Ireland  or  the  Isle  of  Man, 
to  take  such  goods  for  the  use  of  the  crown;  and  the 
commissioners  of  her  majesty's  customs  shall  there- 
upon cause  the  amount  of  such  valuation,  together 
with  an  addition  ol  ten  pounds  per  centum  thereon, 
and  also  the  duties  paid  upon  such  entry  to  be  paid 
to  the  importer  or  proprietor  of  such  goods  in  full 
satisfaction  for  the  same,  and  shall  deal  with  such 
goods  in  such  and  the  like  manner  as  goods  so  cir- 
cuijislanced  are  directed  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  said 
ast  mentioned  act. 

BRITISH  AND  FRENCH  TARIFFS. 

AB5TKACT    OF     THE    BRITISH    TARIFF    BILL. 

Prohiuaion  to  importation  of  cattle  and  meat  re- 
pealed: aiso  in  res,  cet  to  fish  brought  by  foreigners, 
if  cieated  at  a  foreign  port. 

Turbots  of  foreign  taking  not  to  be  landed  without 
entry. 

Tobacco,  the  produce  of  Mexico,  Columbia,  the    ,  ._      _ 

coutiuent  of  South  America,  St.  Domingo,  or  Cuba,'  lOOf  the  100  kilogranimes 


Linen  and  hempen  cloth  and  thread  imported  by 
the  frontier  situated  between  Armentiares  and  Malm- 
aison,  near  Longuy,  are  not  to  be  subjected  to  the 
above  mentioned  duties  longer  than  to  the  20th  of 
July  next,  unless  another  ordinance  shall  be  issued 
for  that  purpose. 

Mahogany  wood,  imported  in  French  vessels  from 
India  and  other  countries  situated  beyond  Europe,  to 
pay  one  half  tlie  present  duties. 

The  drawback  granted  on  the  exportation  of  ma- 
hogany furniture  and  veneering  to  be  reduced  one- 
half. 

Cigars  and  other  manufactured  tobacco  imported 
for  the  account  of  the  government  by  French  ships 
from  all  countries  beyond  Europe,  the  present  duty 
is  to  be  maintained. 

Manufactured  tobacco  imported  from  entrepots  in 
French  ships,  7f  the  100  kilogrammes. 

By  foreign  ships.  I5f  the  100  kilogrammes. 

Muts  imported  from  India  in  French  ships,  lOf.  the 
100' kilogrammes. 

Sulphate  of  potash,  19f.  the  100  kilogrammes. 

Old  printing  type,  exclusively  imported  for  melt- 
ing down,  lOf  Ihe  100  kilogrammes. 


loaves  of  patent  sugar;  and  sugar  entered  for  bounty,  I      Produce  uuported  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa 

not  equal  to  the  standard  sample,  forfeited.  j  by  French  ships:  ,    „,  ' 

Drawbacks  on  silks,  and  on  wool  used  in  the  mines       Yellow  and   brown  wax  from  Senegal,  Sf.  the  100 

of  Devon  or  Cornwall,  to  cease  after  thelOth  of  Oc-;l"loSiam>nes. 

tober  next.  I      From  ail  other  parts  of  Africa,  50f  the  100  kilo- 

Goods,  the  produce  of  British  possessions  abroad, '  grammes. 

to  be  certified  as  such  upon  the  clearance.  Exotic  resinous  produce  from  Senegal,  25f  the  100 

No  foreign  gold  or  silver   plate  to  he  exposed  to    kilogrammes. 

sale  unless  stamped  or  marked  at  a  British  or  Irish  '      From  all  other  ports  of  Africa,  50f.  the  100  kilo- 


assay-officc 

THE  NEW  TARIFF  OF  FRANCE.  j 

Article  1.  The  customs'  duties  on  importation  j 
will  be  established  or  modified  in  the  manner  follow-  j 
ing  with  regard  to  the  undernamed  articles: — 

Linen  or  hempen  threads,  plain,  measuring  by  the  1 
kilogramme  C.OJO  metres  or  less,  raw  28f  bleached 
in  any  degree  54f  dyed  58f.  the  100  kilogrammes.      ! 

More  than  6,000  metres  and  not  more  than  12,009    lo] 


Produce  of  Martinique  and  Gaudaloupe: 

Cas.sia,  unprepared,  30f  the  100  kilogrammes. 

Rocon,  sauie  as  from  French  Guiana. 

Woodden  clocks  v\'ith  metal   works,  2f.  the  piece. 

Feathers,  black,  same  duty  as  at  present. 

All  others,  lOUf.  the  100  kilogrammes. 

Metal  pens,  except  gold  and  silver,  41".  the  100  ki- 

grammes. 


metres,  raw  48f  bleached  in  any  degree  66f  dyed  70f 
the  100  kilogramriies. 

More  than  12,000  metres  and  not  more  than  21,000  ' 
metres,  raw  80f  bleacheil  in  any  degree   lOGf  dyed 


may  be  imported  from  British  possessions  in  packa- 
ges of  80  lbs.  weight;  and  negroliead  tobacco,  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  packages  .  f  150  lbs. 

Particular  weight  and  tare  of  tobacco  need  not  be 
marked  upon  each  hogshead,  &c. 

Separate  manifest  lor  tobacco  not  required 


More   tlian  24,UJO  melres,  raw  125f ,  bleached  i 
any  degree  163f.  dyed  UiOf ,  the  100  kilogrammes. 

Linen  or  hempen  threads,  twisted,  measuring  6,000    "hTJ UO  k ilogr^a 
metres  at  least,  raw  44f  bleached  in  any  degree  bit. 
dyed  70f  the  100  kilogrammes.  .       I 

More  than  6,000  metres  and  not  more  than  12,000 


Gold  and  silver,  and  minerals,  10  centimes  the  100 
kilogrammes,  cubic  measure. 

Isinglass,  50  centimes  the  100  kilogrammes. 

Article  II.  The  custom  house  of  St.  Laurent  du 
Var  is  added  to  those  mentioned  by  the  law  of  the  2d 
of  July,  18.16,  for  the  admission  of  prepared  plaster, 

hetlier  cast  or  calcined,  with  a  duly  of  10  centimes 


T&tiacco  and  other  goods  not  worth  the  drawback,    metres,  raw  60f  bleached    in   any  d 
entered   and   orought  to  the  quays   for  shipment  or  ;  86f  the  100  kiiogrammes. 

More  tliaii  12.000  metres  and  not  more  than  24,000 


drawback,  forl'eited. 


Article  HI.     The  privilege  of  warehousing  salt  is 

anted  to  the  town  of  Gravelines  (North),  under  the 

s'lf'^'ved    conditions  prescribed  by  article  25  of  the  law  of  the 

■'  '      8th  Floreal,  year  21st  and  13th  article  of  the  Uth  of 

—  ---c".  I      More  than  1:^  uuu  melres  ana  not  more  man  24,000   J'""-'  l.^^^S'  ""'^  ^'f  S'';'  ^""^  '0^''  °^  ^^^  '^"^  "f  'he 

Foreign  goods  importing  into  the  United  Kingdom    metres  raw  1041'.  bleached  in  any  degree  136f.  dyed    2'<  '  ot  February,  1832.  . 

of  British  possessions,  will,  names  of  British  makers,    134  the  100  kilo  -rammes.  i      Special  regime  for  the  Island  of  Corsica: 

forleiled  alter  5tli  January,  1843.  j      More   than  24.000   metres,  raw   167f  bleached  in '      Article  IV.     Italian    paste  will  pay  lof.  the  100 

Spirits  may  come  in  stone  bottles,  not  exceeding   any  degree  215f  dyed  205f  the  100  kilogrammes.        kilogrammes  on  importation  into  Corsica. 

one  quart  each.  I      All   threads  of  ditfercnt  kinds  from  the  above  are        The  second  bark  of  oak  will  cease  to  be  exported 

European  silk  manufacture  may  be  admitted  at   to  be  presented  at  thecustom  house,  under  ihe  penal-   from  Corsica  to  any   foreign  port.     Exports  of  that 

Southa.iiptou.  j  lies  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the  6ih  of  M-.iy  1841,  in    article  to  Algiers  will  continue  to  be  permitted  on 

IN  0  allowance  made  on  sugar  damaged  on  the  voy-!  bales  or  separate"  chests,  each  bale  or  chest  to  con-   paying  the  duty  fixed  by  the  law  of  the  2d  of  July, 

'S^-  i  tain  only  one  kind  of  thread.  !  1836. 
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ANALYTICAL  TABLE 

OF  THE  COMMERCE,  NAVIGATION  AND  REVENUE  OF  THE 
ISLAND    OF    CUBA. 

For  the  year  1841. 
Condensed  from  the  Diario  and  Lucero  of  Havana. 

COMMERCE. 

IMPORTATIONS. 

Provisions. 
■VVines,  Liquors,  Stc. 
PorU  and  beef 
Spices 
Fruita 
Grain 
Grease,  &c. 
Fish 
Other  articles 

Total, 
Manufactures. 
Cotton  goods 
Woollen  do 
Linen      do 
Leather 
Silk  goods 

Total 
Lumber 
Metals 
Other  articles 


$2,429,875 

2,180,266  6 

63,035  6 

227,575 

4,023,616  2 

1,437,887  7 

4.38,479  6 

200,139  2 


Among  the  productions  of  the  island  comprising  a  i  fair  compensation  for  his  skill  and  labor.  This,  it 
ureat  part  of  the  exportations,  the  following  table  must  be  admitted,  is  of  much  importance  to  all  en- 
will  show  the  difference  between  1840  and  1841.  gnged  in  labor,  that  it  is  directly  the  interest  of  the 
Brandy  pipes  11,302  a  1092  farmers,  cannut  well  be  doubled  after  a  full  conside- 
SiiEar  arrobaa                              13,272,912  o    409.056    ration  of  the  whole  suliject. 

Coffee'       do  1,235,066  —  908,567       In  the  great  controversy  which  is  being  carried  on 

■Wax  '      do  32,024  a       5,892   in  our  country   relative  to  the  policy  of  protecting 

Molasses   hhds  131,390  —    15,074    American  labor,  the  agriculluralisls  in  some  parts  of 

Copper  ore   quintal  693,060  a     73,868   the  country  were  found  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the 

Tobacco   leaf  5,757,577  n  1,515,802    delusive  theory  of  what  is  called  free  trade,  against 

Do     '  segars  M.  170,171  a     28,534    the  protection  of  our  own   mechanics  and    laborers; 


a  This  denotes  the  increase,  and  —  the  diminu- 
tion. 

The  proportion  contributed  by  each  port  is  exhibit- 
ed in  the  following  table: 


11,092,925  5 

1,991,036  7 

195.273  6 

1,943,880  3 

384,688  6 

294,303  1? 


4,809,185  7! 
1,379,154  7! 
1,173,995  7 
8,569,803  5 


Havana 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Mantanzas 

Trinidad 

Cienfuegos 

Manzanillo 

Gibara 

Neuvilas 

Baracoa 

Sta.  Cruz 

Sancti  Espiritu 

Remedies 

Total, 


$32,788,170 

8,625,058  21 

6,370,092  4i 

2,100,232  6i 

795.10£j  6 

290.536  6 

289,170  71 

258.421 

167,751  1 

117,992  51 

40,133  5 

12,362  4 

51,856,025     ! 


Total  10,931,340  3 

Importation  into  the  government  stores  3,057,142  4 


NAVIGATION 
The  arrivals  and  departures  for  1841 


Total  imports 

Do        in  1840 
Increase  in  1841 


25,081,408  7 

24,700.189  21 

331,219  1| 


IMPORTATION    UNDER   FLAGS. 

Xalional  commerce.  m.  oai  oor  i 

In  national  vessels  $5,841,326  1 

Foreign  commerce. 
In  national  vessels 
In  foreign  vessels 
In  the  government  entrepot 


6,622,716  4 
9,317,883  5 
3,299,433  2 


Vessels 
I  Spanish, 

American, 

English, 
I  German, 
I  French, 

Flemish  and  Dutch, 

From  the  Baltic, 

Sardinian, 

Portuguese  and  Brazilian, 

Spanish  America, 

Haytien, 

Total, 


Total  25,081,408  4 

The  importations  of  1841,  exceeded  those  of  the 
previous  year  $381,219  ISJ,  which  is  equivalent  to 
11  percent. 

EXPORTATIONS. 

Produce  of  the  Island. 
Sugar 
Coffee 
Molasses 
Brandy 
Wax 

Copper  Ore 
Tobacco  in  leaf 

Do.      in  segars 
Other  articles 


.Jlrrived.  Cleared 

1,053 

1,349 

357 

97 

59 

41 

35 

8 

20 

14 

1 

3,034 


$11,613,798  3 

1,426,024  4 

821,188  0 

226,050  0 

307,132  0 

4,505,490  0 

719,360  3 

1,331,121  4 

1,332,538  3! 


REVENUE  OF  THE  CROWN 

Importation, 
Exportation, 

Total  of  maritime  revenue, 
Ditto  in  1840, 


Increase  in  1840, 

Territorial  and  other  revenue. 
Ditto  in  1840, 

Increase  in  1841, 

General  total, 
Ditto  in  1840, 


$5,943,819  6 
1,322,644  7 


Total  22,282,753  l.J 

Foreign  produce  550,49.5  2 

Precious  metals  i,u3z,Dii  * 

E.xportation  from  the  government  stores  2,848,604  5 


7,266,464  5i 
7,387,498  3" 


121,032 


4,650,835  2 
4,281,903  5 


368,831  5 


1841, 


11,917,299  71 
11,669,402 


247,897  7 


REPORT  ON  AGRICULTURE. 


Total 

Exportation  in  1840, 

Increase  in  1841, 


26,774,614  4.! 
25,941,783  3 


832,831   i; 


EXP0RT.4TI0N  UNDER    FLAGS. 

Mlional  commerce. 

To  national  vessels  $3,454,988  0 

Foj'tiirrt.  commerce. 

In  national  vessels  2,269,3.39  2 

In  foreign  vessels  18,201,592  5J 

From  the  government  entrepot  2,848,694  5 


others  took  little  or  no  pait  in  the  matter,  not  believ- 
ing that  their  interests  were  involved  in  the  question; 
while   many   imbibed    the   opinion   that   protective 
measures  which    were  denounced   as  burdening  our 
/oreijji  trade  wilh  injurious   restrictions,  would  ope- 
rate   to    their   disadvantage,  as   tending  to   produce 
countervailing  and  retaliatory  restrictions,  excluding 
them  from  the  foreign  market.     The  fureipi  market, 
occupied  almost  their  whole  attention;  upon  it,  they 
depended   for  the   sale   of  their  produce;  upon   the 
foreign  market  they  were  induced  to  believe  they  must 
chiefly  rely.     The  fallacious  doctrines  to  be   found 
in  a  famous  report  which  emanated   from  a  commit- 
tee at  Boston  in  1828   were   confided  in  as  perfectly 
sound.     The  wheat  growers  were  gravely  told  "if 
we   import  /oi-ci»:ii  goods   we  must  export  domestic 
produce  to  pay  for  them;  in   proportion  therefore  as 
we  import  more  foreign  goods  we  shall  create  by  the 
importation  a  neio  demand  for  agricultural  produce." 
The  farmers  were  further  seriously. and  emphatic:il- 
ly  told  that  "there  is  no  class  of  people  more  interest- 
ed in  resisting  the  prohibftory   or  American  system 
than  the  farmers,"  and  that  this  protective  system 
diminished  "the  value  of  the  whole  produce  of  the 
farmer,  by  depriving  him  of  a  market   for  that  sur- 
plus produce,  on  which   his  revenue  mainly  depends.'" 
The  importance,  and  incalculable  value  of  the  home 
market,  to  the  farmer,  was  overlooked;  the  foreign 
market  engrossed  his  thoughts,  and   he  became   un- 
willing to  aid,  or  was  induced  to  oppose,  from  an 
honest  opinion  at  the  time,  the  measures  intended  for 
fostering  American  labor  and  industry.     It  is  believ- 
1 1  ed,  that  among  our   farmers  in  many  parts  of  the 

I  country  different  sentiments  are  now  entertained;  the 

3,118;  Boston  notions  of  the  free  trade  committee  have  been 
1  repudiated  and  cast  aside  The  doctrine  of  that 
enlightened  statesman  and  agriculturalist,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, is  now  being  received  as  just,  and  patriotic, 
viz:  "we  must  now  place  the  manufacturer  by  the 
side  of  the  agriculturist,"  that  is  we  must  have  a 
home  market  fur  our  produce,  and  a  supply  of  home 
manufactures  for  consumption.  The  cotnniittee  will 
forbear  to  enlarge  on  this  subject  at  present,  and 
will  submit  a  few  practical  considerations  tourhing 
the  foreign  market,  to  show  to  the  country  and  the 
farmers  that  it  is  not,  comparatively,  to  be  regarded 
of  that  high  importance  in  which  it  is  held  by  its 
eulogists,  and  under  existing  regulations  has  indeed 
been  injurious. 

Our  bieadstuffs  are  charged  with  heavy  duties  or 
excluded  from  most  foreign  countries.  Our  com- 
mercial intercourse  is  much  greater  with  Great  Bri- 
tain than  with  any  other  nation;  yet  the  introduc- 
tion into  that  country  of  our  flour,  and  other  produce 
of  our  farms,  is  very  limited.  The  British  govern- 
ment, true  to  the  interests  of  the  farmers  under  its 
protection,  excludes  our  flour,  except  under  particu- 
lar circumstances,  such  as  a  scarcity,  or  a  failure 
in  tlieir  own  crops,  and  when  the  price  of  wheat 
rises  in  the  British  market  to  a  certain  sum  above 
the  usual  high  average  price,  for  their  own  wheat, 
then  the  duty  is  reduced  so  as  to  admit  of  a  sup- 
ply   of  foreign    produce,   snflicient  for  the  time.^ 


1,036 

1,445 

315 

112 

57 

44 

28 

8 

32 

•    10 

1 


[presented    by    MR.  H.  DENNV,  OF    PA.] 

In  convention,  at  J^ew  York,  May  7,  1842. 
The  committee  on  the  subject  of  agriculture  "as  affected 
by  the  commercitd  relations  of  the   United  States  with 
other  countries,  and  the  protection  of  Jlmeriean  lab 

beg  leave  to  report:  plj    «'   Jore'gn    prouuce,   suuic.cu.  lu.    ..,>,  w, ..,,.— 

The  agricultural  department  of  industry  embrac-i  This  brings  down  the  price,  and /orcijn  grain  and 

ingwhat  relates  to  the  production   of  cotton,  silk,   brcadstuHs  become  again  subject  to  higher  duties 

hemp,  flax  and  wool,  rice,  tobacco,  beef,  pork,  grain, !  which  shut  them  out  from  the   market.     Under  the 

-  .        '.     .  .         r    .       ,  operation  of  tliis  sliding  scale  of  duties,  disastrous 


Total  26,774,614  4; 

The  exportations  of  1841,  exceeded  those  oi  1840, 
4832  831   18i;  which  is  equal  to  3,  2  per  cent. 

Among  the  articles  of  general  consumption,  com- 
prising a  great  part  of  the  importations,  the  follow- 
in"  table  will  show  the  difference  between  1840  and 

Sptnish  flour,  bbls.  181,500  a     54,644 

Foreign    do      do  45,955  -    21,136 

il^ccarrobas  887,189  a      12,107 

i^eef      do  394,779  a    165,679 

Pork  and  bacon  62,525  «     15,167 

Salt  beef,  bbls.  10,022  a          830 

Sodfish  arrobas  380,495-   .^3,9 16 

n,,.eee     do  43.488  a      14,600 

Lard  and  butter  do  268,504  o     86,946 

Tallow  candles    do  74,349  a     22,178 

Sperm        do  4,782-      1,262 


idstulfs,  and  a  variety  of  other  minor  prod 
presents  to  our  view  an  extensive  field,  fertile  in 
topics  interesting-to  the  statesman,  and  political  eco- 
nomist, hut  requires  much  time  and  labor  in  order 
to  be  surveyed  and  explored  with  accuracy.  It  can- 
not be  expected  of  the  committee  to  go  at  present 
into  even  a  cursory  examination  of  most  of  the  sub- 
jects here  mentioned.  On  this  occasion  it  has  been 
thought  expedient  to  offer  a  few  remarks  accompa- 
nied with  a  brief  statement  of  some  facts  connected 
with  the  farming  interest,  more  particularly  as  be- 
longing to  the  grain  growing,  and  grazing  distrids  of 
the  United  States.  _ 

It  is  an  imperative  and  primary  duty  of  govern- 
ment, in  legislating  for  the  promotion  of  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  to  jiave  a  continual  regard  to  what- 
ever will  improve  the  condition  of  the  great  mass 
forming  the  laboring  and  productive  classes  in  the 
community;  to  whatever  will  secure  to  them  regular 
and  certain  employment,  give  activity  to  industry, 
and  guard',  as  far  as  practicable,  the  value  of  home 
labor  from  ruinous  fluctuations  caused  by  foreign  in- 
fluences, so  that  every  one   may   receive  a  just  and 


fluctuations  are  experienced  by  the  shippers  of  Ame- 
rican flour.  The  committee  has  good  authority  for 
slating  thnt  about  three-fourths  of  the  exports  of 
flour  to  Great  Britain  for  the  last  twenty  years  have 
been  attended  with  great  loss.  On  shipments  made 
last  autumn  with  the  expectation  that  the  cargoes 
would  be  received  under  low  duties,  heavy  losses 
will  be  sustained;  thousands  of  barrels  arc  nuw  lying 
in  bond,  which  if  sold  at  present  prices  would  not 
nett  more  than  about  ,^5  per  barrel,  which  cost  from 
$6  to  *7.  The  losses  fall  immediately  on  the  mer- 
chant," hut  ultimately  reach  the  farniers,  by  causing 
a  less  demand  for  the  foreign  market.  The  Ameri- 
c;in  farmer  has  no  reason  to  hope  for  a  more  liberal 
system  on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  from 
which  ho  could  derive  any  essential  advantage.  The 
landed  and  farming  interest  of  the  kingdom  is  loo 
powerful  and  influential  to  permit  any  material  and 
permanent  relaxation  of  the  corn  laws  to  be  made, 
by  which  the  American  producer  or  shipper  would 
be  much  benefitted.  Any  amelioration  ol  the  sys- 
tem would  be  felt  sooner  among  the   masters  of  the 
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peasantry  of  Pound  and  Germnny  than  it  would 
amon;;  the  farmcu  of  tlie  United  States.  Those 
great  depots  of  the  ^rain  of  the  noitli  of  Ewrope, 
Hamburi!;,  and  Dantzic,are  more  convenient  to  Great 
Britain  than  are  the  porSs  of  the  United  Stales;  hence 
supplies  reach  London  Irom  the  north  of  Europe 
Ions  before  a  shipment  from  New  York.  Thus  the 
sliding  scale  and  average  system  operates,  not  only 
for  the  protection  of  the  British  farmer,  but  to  the 
positive  disadvantage  of  American  exporting  corn 
merchants,  who  are  too  remote  to  take  immediate 
advantage  of  a  downward  tendency  of  the  duty. — 
Their  shipments  may  not  reach  the  British  market 
until  after  a  supply  has  been  thrown  in  from  Amster- 
dam, Hamburg,  and  Dantzie,  sufficient  to  check  the 
demand  and  lower  the  price;  then  the  duty  rises  to 
the  exclusion  of  American  products,  which  must  go 
into  warehouses,  there  to  wait,  to  take  advantage  of 
any'  new  change  in  the  market,  or  to  be  sold  at  a  loss. 
For  a  few  years  the 


179*  to  1800  inclusive  there  were  exported  496,933 
barrels  of  pork,  and  from  1831  to  1840  inclusive 
576.347  barrels.  The  export  of  this  article  dimin- 
ished very  considerably  during  the  years  1837,  1838, 
and  1839^  although  it  would  appear  that  the  con- 
sumption abroad  of  pork  has  increased  beyond  what 
it  was  in  1791,  yet  the  aggregate  quantity  exported 
for  the  last  five'years  from  183G  to  1S40  both  inclu- 
sive, was  only  136,071  barrels,  while  for  the  5  years 
from  1791  to  1795,  there  were  exported  249,077  bar- 
rels, showing  an  excess  at  that  early  period  over  the 
present  of  56,006  bbls.  For  statement  respecting  the 
pork  trade,  see  App.  No.  III. 

It  farther  appears  that  the  aggregate  quantity  of 
beef  and  pork  exported  during  the  period  of  ten 
years  from  1791  to  1800,  both  inclusive,  was  1.306,160 
"barrels,  and  from  1831  to  1840  inclusive  978,818  bar- 
rels, exhibiting  a  falling  otf  in  the  foreign  market 
amounting  to  327.342  barrels.     If  we   compare  the 


Iowa  to  New  England  will  say,  restore  to  us 
that  system  under  which  the  country  prospered, 
which  will  multiply  consumers,  cause  a  brisk  de- 
mand for  our  produce,  stimulate,  protect  and  reward 
industry. 

The  protection  of  .'Vmeriean  labor  may  be  consi- 
dered as  affecting  agriculture  in  two  respects;  direct- 
ly, where  the  farmer  is  protected  in  his  own  depart- 
ment, from  an  injurious  competition  with  foreign 
labor,  in  the  supply  of  the  home  market;  and  indi- 
rectly, where  the  protection  alforded  to  other  inte- 
rests augments  the  demand  for  the  products  of  agri- 
culture. A  duty  of  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  on 
wheat,  and  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  beef  and  pork 
(the  latter  was  by  the  tarilf  of  1828  subject  to  a  duly 
of  three  cents  per  pound)  protects  the  farmers.  They 
meet  with  little  or  no  competition  in  the  home  mar- 
ket, except  what  arises  among  themselves,  tliey  en- 
counter no  ruinous  fluctuations  in-price  from  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  products.     The  material  changes 


This  or  some  measure  of  the  kind  will  probably  be 
adopted,  and  our  farmers  will  be  restricted  in  that 
direction.  There  is  no  foreign  market  to  which  they 
can  resort  and  meet  with  favorer  a  liberal  reception. 
They  must  look  to  the  home  market;  thisisundertheir 
own  control;  it  is  their  own;  no  foreign  producer 
can  interfere  with  them.  Our  farmers  can  cause  the 
home  market  to  be  enlarged  to  any  extent  by  exert- 
ing their  influence  with  the  national  legislature,  in 
favor  of  a  wise,  and  patriotic  policy  which  would 
protect  the  people  in  every  branch  of  industry, 
from  the  withering  and  unfair  competition  with  the 
half-paid  and  poorly  fed,  laborers  of  Europe,  and 
thus  greatly  multiply  consumers  of  the  farmer's  pro- 
duce. 

That  this  convention  and  the  farmers  of  our  coun- 
try may  be  able  properly   to  appreciate   the  /t 


„  „  -  .  ,ci.-ioi  k,.  i"u""  by  fbreio-fl  competition,  which  compels  many 
by  the  free  trade  gentlemen  of  Boston  in  182&  why  [  ^^^^.^^j  ^_^^  laborious  citizens  to  abandon  theirold  oc- 
have  we  been  deprived  of  a  Joreign  "market  lor  "i"' |  „, paeons  and  seek  a  subsistence   by  cultivating  the 

The  I'armer   is  beneficially  eflected   by  being 


sm-plus  produce  on  which  it  was  alleged  our  reveni 
MAINLY  depends?"  It  has  not  been  diminished  as  j 
those  gentlemen  declared  it  would  be  "by  the  pro- 
tective system."  The  protective  system  which  was 
recognised  in  the  tarifts  of  1324,  1828  and  1832,  ter- 
minated with  the  establishment  of  the  principles  of 
the  compromise  law  of  March    1833,  and   from  that 


himself  protected  from  foreign  pauper  competitors, 
and  also  by  measures  which  yield  ample  protection 
to  .American  labor  in  all  its  variety  and  in  every 
branch.  The  resources  which  such  a  system  of  pro- 
tection developes,  the  enterprise  which  it  calls  forth, 
the  impulse  which  it  gives  to  industry,  to  intellect, 


market,  the  committee  subjoins  to  this  report  some  i  exported,  a  reduction  taking  place  of  213,994  bar- 
statistical  tables  chiefly  drawn  from  the  reports  of  j  j-els,  almost  one  half  During  the  former  period  we 
the  treasury  department  on  the  commerce  and  navi- 1  exported  478,591  barrels  of  pork,  and  during  the 
gation  of  the  United  States.  From  these  tables  itij-^tter  only  330,589  barrels,  the  dilference  being 
■will  be  perceived,  that,  although  our  population  has  [  J43  ygo  barrels.  Of  flour,  there  were  exported  from 
increased  from  3,921,426  in   1790,  to  17,069,453  in  j  1337  10   1833,  7,421,336  barrels,  and   from   1834  to 


very  period   commenced   a  retrograde   movement  in    ^^  |^^_^-^^  ^g.^^^.^  ^^^  ^,.j,^    ^^^  tha  muU'ifarious  occ„ 
the  exports  of  the  three  great  staples  of  the   ""ddle  ^  p^^,^^^  ^,j^j^^  ^^,^^     ^^^^^|  .  ^^^^^   .^ 

and  western  s  ates.     The  compromise  law  was  pass^    V^^,.^^  ^^  ^^^^.^        J    ^„  J^,;^  ,„'j„„ease  consumers 
ed  on  the  2d  March    1833   and  took  eSect  from  and    ,„j  ,„,  j^l  home   market  for  the  farmer  and 

after  the  31st  of  December,   1833.     From   182' 
1833,  both  inclus 
435,366  barrels,  1 
from  1834  to  1840 


1840,  more  than  quadrupled  in  50  years,  that,  al- 
though there  has  also  been  a  large  accession  to  the 
population  of  those  countries  with  which  we  hold 
the  greatest  commercial  intercourse,  as,  for  instance. 
Great  Britain  has  augmented  in  population  from 
10,942.646  in  1801  to  18,664,761  in  1841;  and  al- 
though during  this  period  many  millions  ot  acres  of 
the  most  fertile  soil  which  a  beneficent  providence 
has  bestowed  on  any  people,  have  been  brought  un- 


1340,  5,707,680  barrels.  Thus  it  appears  that  du- 
rin"  seven  years  of  the  operation  of  the  compromise 
law,  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  exports  of  flour 
of  one  million,  seven  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand 
six'  hundred  and  fifty-six  barrels,  and  of  beef  and 
pork  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-six  barrels.  The  v/holc  of  which 
may  be  estimated  at  upwards  of  thirteen  millions  of 
dollars,  a  sum  about  equal  to  the  debt  of  the  slate  of 
der  successful  culti'vation,  and  the  quantity  of  the  Ohio,  or  of  Illinois.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  also, 
three  great  staples,  flour,  beef  and  pork,  increased  to  that  our  imports  augmented  so  rapidly  under  these 
many  millions  of  surplus,  yet  the  boasted  ^brfig-i:  i  years  of  compromise,  that  at  the  end  of  six  years, 
market  has  not  voluntarily  extended  its  arms  more  :  iVom  1834  to  1839  inclusive,  the  excess  of  importa- 
widely  now  for  the  reception  of  these  products  of  tions  of  foreign  goods  over  our  exports  amounted  to 
our  farms  than  it  did  fifty  years  ago.  During  the 
four  years  from  1791  to  1794,  both  inclusive,  we  ex- 
ported the  average  quantity  of  841,198  barrels  of 
flour  annually,  besides  about  four  millions  of  bushels 
of  wheat.  For  4  years,  1833  to  1836  inclusive,  we 
exported  the  average  annual  quantity  of  768,971 
barrels.  For  the  4  years  ending  September  1840, 
■we  exported  annually  the  average  of  896,883  barrels; 
for  the  eight  year  ending  September,  1840,  the  ave- 
rage annual  export  was  832,931  barrels,  being some- 
■wtiat  less  than  was  exported  during  the  period  first 
stated.  In  1837,  there  was  a  scarcity  in  the  United 
States,  and  consequently  the  exportation  of  flour  was 
very  limited.  There  were  years  also  during  which 
large  exports  were  made  to  Europe,  caused  by  the 


the  enormous  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one 
millions  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars,  ($181,558,824).— 
All  this  did  not  "create"  any  proportionate  demand 
for  the  produce  of  our  farmers.  The  lamentable 
experience  of  the   country   since    1833   refutes   the 

proposition  laid  down  by  the  Boston  free  trade  ad-  i      ,,u    ■     !■  .  j      •  ,  ■     u- 

ocates,   "that   in    proportion   as  we    import   more  [  shops  shoidd  be  in  his  owncoLintry  and  wjtlunh^^^ 


ly  depends  the  supply  ot  impo 
materials  for  manufacturing;  also  of  many  of  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  which  enter  into  the  subsis- 
tence of  a  free  people  advanced  in  civilization  and 
refinement;  such  as  are  yielded  by  the  garden,  poul- 
try yard,  dairy  establishment,  orchard,  &c.  Agri- 
culture is  therefore  doubly  interested  in  a  system 
of  protection  of  American  labor.  From  it  man- 
ufactures, mechanics  and  laborers  are  not  only  fed, 
but  derive  valuable  raw  materials,  &c.  for  manufac- 
tures. 

The  whole  productive  labor  of  the  nation  may  be 
considered  as  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  manu- 
factures, mining,  and  the  fisheries;  on  thes.e  depend 
the  national  wealth  and  prosperity.  The  consump- 
tion of  manufactures  in  this  country  is  immense  and 
constantly  increasing  with  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion. That  our  country  possesses  the  means  and  abi- 
lity of  supplying  ourselves  cannot  be  disputed.  In 
order  to  effect  this  desirable  object  and  secure  our 
independence,  it  has  become  expedient  and  necessa- 
ry to  establish  a  system  of  protection  for  .American 
labor,  against  the  destructive  competition  to  which 
it  would  be  esposed  in  our  own  market,  with  pro- 
ducts from  foreign  workshops.  How  is  the  farmer 
affected  by  such  a  system.'  one  thing  is  obvious,  it 
would  be  for  his  interest  that  the  workmen  and  work- 


foreign  goods  we  shalfcreate  by  the  importation  a 
new  demand  for  our  agricultural  produce."  See  App. 
No.  11. 

Our  country  is  admirably  adapted  from  its  extent, 
variety  of  climate  and  fertility  of  soil  to  supply  with- 
out limit  all  those  agricultural  productions  which 
are  essentially  connected  with  the  sustenance  of  the 


war  in  Spain  and^  Portugal^  and   the  failure  ^of  the  ,  ^-^^^■^g„      vV'hat  the  farmers  most  desire  is  a  regular, 

convenient  market,  reasonable  prices  and  a  growing 
demand.     Our  tariff  protects  the  graziers  and  grain 


n;  they  possess  the 


crops  in  Great  Britain.     An  inspection  of  the  ta- 
ble, however,  will  show  that  as  to    the    article   of 

flour  we  have  gained  but  little  if  any  thing  from  a  1  ppoj^eers  from  foreign  competition;  they  possess  I 
foreign  market  for  nearly  half  a  century.  See  App, !  ^^^^  niarket  exclusively.  The  foreign  market,  h 
No.  1.  .        ,  I  as  we  have  seen,  been   very   uncertain  and  presents 

We  will  now  examine  into  the  consumption  abroad  j  ^^  greater  advantages  to  the  American  farmers  now 
of  another  staple  of  the  farmers  of  the  middle  and  ^i^^^^  ^^  ^j-j  |,j]f  ^  century  ago.  What  then  can  be 
Western  stales.  Let  us  ascertain  what  the  beef  eat-  '  ^^^^  f^^  ^|||,^g  enterprising,  industrious  and  hardy  cul- 
ers  in  the  foreign  markets  have  done  fur  us.  From  |  jij,^iofg  of  the  soil,  who  laboriously  fell  the  forest, 
the  table  hereto  annexed,  prepared  from  the  P'lbiic  i  .j^^  2,.^  instrumental  in  causing  the  wilderness  to 
documents,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  exported  for  the  ,  yugjo,^  3,  the  rose,  and  our  land  to  teem  with  every 
ten  years  from  1791  to  1800  inclusive  809,227  bar-  ^^-  necessary  for  the  comfortable  subsistence  of 
rels  of  beef,  and  for  the  ten  years  1831  to  1840  inclu- 


sive 402,471  barrels,  showing  an  actual  falling  off  in 
the  use  abroad,  of  this  article,  produced  by  our  far- 
mers, of  406,756  bbls. 

Turning  our  attention  to  the  exports  of  pork,  we 
find  a  dirterence  in  relation  to  this  article — while  the 
export  of  beef  has  greatly  diminished,  that  of  pork 
has  increased  during  the   last  twenty  years.     From 


their  fellow  men? 

If  the  protective  system,  from  which  we  receded 
in  1833,  operated  to  afford  an  enlarged  market  for 
agricultural  products,  gave  value  to  land,  employ- 
ment to  capital,  and  fair  compensation  for  all  kinds 
of  labor,  certainly  it  would  be  a  dictate  of  sound 
wisdom  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  every    farmer  from 


■each,  as  he  could  then  supply  tliem  with  subsistence 
and  raw  materi?Js,  free  from  embarrassments  and 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  policy  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. It  must  also  be  obvious  to  the  farmer  that 
the  more  numerous  the  manufactories,  workshops, 
workmen,  mechanics,  artists  and  laborers  at  home, 
the  greater  will  be  demand  for  the  farmer's  produc- 
tions and  the  niAe  certain  his  market.  It  is  also  of 
importance  to  him  by  exchanging  his  products  to  be 
able  at  all  times  to  procure  upon  advantageous  terms 
those  manufactured  articles  which  are  required  in 
his  business  and  family.  The  more  extensively  the 
mining  operations  be  carried  on  in  the  country  the 
better  for  the  farmer;  the  more  numerous  and  diver- 
sified the  manufacturing  establishments  and  mechani- 
cal pursuits  in  the  country,  the  greater  will  be  his  be- 
nefit, The  home  demand  for  his  produce  is  much  in- 
creased and  the  home  supply  of  manufactures  become! 
more  abundant  and  cheaper. 

As  the  immediate  effect  of  the  protective  system 
is  to  encourage  the  employment  of  capital  and  la- 
bor in  establishing  and  carrying  on  manufactures  at 
home,  the  amount  of  benefit  to  the  farmer  will  be 
made  more  palpable  and  distinctly  understood  by  ad- 
verting to  facts  and  experience,  which  illustrate  the 
magnitude  of  the  interest  which  agriculture  has  in 
the  protection  of  .American  labor  employed  in  manu- 
factures. 
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JVcd.  Iti'  eslimaled  acponling  It  the  be^l  cal'^ii- 
laticn.i  thai  Uiere  are  in  Ihe  U.  :'t;ites,  ;!4  niilli  .i;s  u 
flu-ep  wni-(!i  about  (70,(I0U  OU;))  suvi'nly  .iiilli  i:i*  ■ 
tkillar;,  req  lirin^  abjill  eleven  liuliioiH  mI  ;i-r  ^  i. 
laM'l  r.M-  llicir.  keepin<j;,  which  rn  ly  be  i>liiir!i,'il  :ii 
glO  per  aere,  making  tiie  vabis  of  Iho  laml  jIh.iI  un- 
liuii  Ircd  a  ifl  ten  niiiiinns  of  dollars.  A:.;;{i'e;;Mle  ol 
capital  employed  In  sheep  husbandry,  $18  l.Hb,)  0)11. 
The  annual  crop  i-i  estimated  at  90,UUO  000  II, s., 
■worth  about  $40,0i)J,03U.  Here  h  an  interest  ul' 
iniinense  luipurtaiice  exclusively  belongini;;  to  the 
faraiers,  and  for  its  value  they  are  dependeui.  on  the 
home  market. 

Suppose  the  home  market  were  destroyed  by  the 
introduction  of  foreign  woolens  and  our  manufactu- 
res brok^in  up,  where  would  the  farmers  find  a  mar- 
ket for  their  90,000.000  lbs.  of  wooi.=  Their  custo- 
mer^  have  disappeared,  and  in  the  desolation  and  si- 
li;nce  of  the  factory;  they  would  read  the  ruin  v/hich 
must  overtake  those  whose  capital  and  labor  were 
employed  in  sheep  husbandry.  To  the  shambles  the 
slieep  would  soon  be  consigned,  and  at  least  one  half 
of  the  land,  appropriated  for  Iheir  support,  be  sulijeet 
to  other  tillage.  This  would  add  live  and  a  half 
mO  lions  of  acrt^S  to  the  qtiantity  already  und^r  culti- 
vation, and,  if  we  allo.v  the 


F'oi 


the  last  seven  years,  from  18.34  to  )S40,  bilti 
iii:-lndeH,  there  have  lieen  importi'd,  cloths,  rn'Xi 
:ii'i-f<,  blankets,  fljnnels,  fa:'prtinj;s,  h.isierv,  w.jr 
-•ids,  &:•.  amountini:  to  the  avera.;e  annual  value  of 
nire  than  §13,000.000.  .Tudginj;  by  a  careful  cotn- 
jiH-ison,  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
I"  produce  articles  of  Ihe  value  of  $13,000,000  annu- 
ally, would  require  a  fixed  and  floating  capital  in- 
vested in  lands,  wat.T  power,  huildinjs,  machinery, 
stock,  &c,  of  eight  millions:  this,  according  to  the.  rule 
adopted,  would  call  into  active  operation  agricultural 
effort  equivalent  to  employing  a  capital  of  §40,000,- 
000,  invested  in  sheep,  lauils,  &,•;.  and  in  providing 
subsistence.  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  farmers  that  the  §25.000,000.  in  manu- 
factures and  $10.5,000  000  of  agricultural  capital, 
making  $150,000,000  of  actual  investment  by  farmers 
and  manufactures  in  the  woollen  business,  should  not 
only  mt  be  placed  in  ieopardv,  but  fully  protected. 
And  if  the  §13,000  OUO  paid  to  tlie  fore"ign  laborers 
for  their  woollens  were  applied  to  those  of  American 
make,  there  would  then  be  given  in  the  hgsreiale, 
employment  for  $16i,0a0,000'of  agricultural  capital. 
There  may  seem  to  be  a  discrepancy  in  the  esti- 
mates of  the  amount  of  agricultural  capital,  and  that 
"  tates 


ation,  and,  if  we  alio*  the  average  ol  12  busnels  of  in  manufactures  of  wool."  The  first  eslimale  stale? 
,heat  to  the  acre,  would  add  to  the  surp  us  already  I  the  agricultural  capital  to  be  about  4180,000  OOOi 
IM  the  country,  sixty-s.x  mil  ions  of  bushels,  equal  to  j  this  perhaps  is  near  th,-  true  amount:  tlien  accm-ding 
two-thirds  ol  the  "hole  whea  crop  of  the  IJnited  to  the  rule  adopted  the  capital  in  manufactures  should 
?        ;,"MT.'iM,^l,.^,L^l.r?',    /"'.l'^^"',''''*!'''^   about  one-fifth,   or  §36,000,000.     This   exceeds 

""" ■'"■  "l"®^l:-lhe  amount  upon  which  the  calculations  were  based. 

1  idi,uia,  I  Our  object  is   not  to  ascertain  the  precise  amount  of 
tments,  but  to  take  such  reasonable  data 


de  the  amount   reported 
:i  of  all  the  western   states,  of  Ob 
s,   Michigan,  Missouri  and   Icrritor 


of  VVis- 


konsan  and  lovva  Are  he  wheat  growers  and  pro- ,  a,  are  furnished  by  persons  who  have  deliberately 
ducersol  bread-stulls  willing  to  receive  such  a  large!  investigated  ^^^^  subject,  in  order  to  illustrate  the 
a^^eession  to  the  surp  us  which  hey  already  pi-od,.eer  yaluc  and  importance  of  manufantiircs  and  the  pro- 
Wliere  can  a  inarke  be  found  or  iL'  But  a  farther  ■  tective  policy,  to  the  far.neis.  The  sum  mentioned 
deiiression  would  lake  place,  to  the  dismay  ol  the  as  the  value  of  agricultural  product  consumed  by 
iarn.er.  f  o  work  up  the  90  millions  of  pounds  of  each  person,  viz:  §25,  we  consider  as  under  the  ac- 
woal  would  require  one  person  for  every  1,000  tuil  amount:  perhaps  §35  or  §37  would  be  about  the 
pounds  ol  wool  annually.  It  is  supposed  that  each  correct  sum., 
laborer  subiists   two  other   persons,   making  in  all  i 

2/0,000.  Forevery  100,000  pounds  of  woui  manu-i  Flax  is  a  material  used  in  a  description  of  goods 
factured,  there  is  constant  employment,  equal  tj  the  |  consumed  in  this  country,  to  a  very  large  amount. — 
labor  of  si.-i  men  in  the  erection  and  repair  of  build- i  '^^"^  also  is  the  product  of  the  farmer,  and  conse- 
ings,  millwright's  blacksuiitb's  work  and  machinery,  i  q'lently  he  has  an  interest  in  measures  which  would 
whether  for  v/ool  worked  up  in  families  or  factories,  ■  promote  a  demand  for  this  raw  material,  and  thus 
say  5, 40J  men  whose  labjr  supports  at  least  two  1  S"'*^  <^niplo)menl  to  his  capital, 
otliers,  making  16,200   in  all.     The  aggregate  num-        By  an  examination  into  the  trade  and  consumption 

'" 'persons  employed  to  work  up  this  wool  would  ,  of  linens,  the    farmers  of  the  United  States  may  ob- 

-   -  .>,io   „„„!,„(   ,.,u .^  moderate  cal-;  tain  some  knowledge  of  the  advantages  which  might 


be  abjut  2ci6,200,  each  of  whom 


culatioii  consumes  §25  worth  of  agricultural  pi 
amounling  m  the  whole  to  the  su.u  of  §7,l.)o,0jJ,  to 
which  add  §500,000  for  teasels,  hay,  oats,  &.;.  mak- 
ing §7,()JJ,U.Jd  paid  to  farmers,  liut  if  the  surplus 
wooieu  fabrics  from  foreign  pauper  labor  iie  thrown 
into  our  market,  to  be  sold  at  any  price  and  the  Ame- 
rican   niaiiul'actuiers,  left  without  adequate  prolec 


accrue  to  them  from  the  establishment,  protection, 
and  encouragement  of  the  maniilacture  of  linen  in 
this  country.  At  present  the  business  is  compara- 
tively of  small  account;  even  the  household  manufac- 
ture of  linen  is  perhaps  much  less  than  it  was  some 
years  ago.     The   returns  of  the  marshals  state   the 

,     u      ,  -  •  value  of  flax  manufactured  at  §333,205,   which   is  a 

tion,  cease  to  work,  and  abandon  their  employmeiit,  small  amount  for  our  agricultural  people.  The  linen 
then  another  serious  inconvenience  would  result  to  i  business  met  v/ith  a  ruinous  blow  from  the  act  of 
the  farmers.  At  least  tAO-thirds  of  the  persons  who  ]  March  1833,  which  authorised  bleached  and  un- 
iiiay  thus  ue  c.jinpelled  to  seek  some  other  pursuit,  |  bleached  linens  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  The 
become  grain  growers  and  producers  of  bread-blurt's;  law  has  since  been  altered,  and  thev  are  now  subject 
tliey  are  no  lo.iger  purchasers  Irom  the  far.uers,  but ;  to  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  nd  vulorein.  Linens  are  im- 
coniuctilors  witn  tiiem.  What  they  formerly  pur- ;  ported  chiefly  from  England.  It  is  supposed  that  in 
chased  tbcy  n  iw  produce;  this  would  leave  two  thirds  I  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  about  172,000  persons,  are 
of  tne  <;7,ti^5,000  worth  ol  produce  without  a  mar  wholly  employed  in  the  linen  manufacture,  each 
ket,  say  jiS.OJO.OOO,  equivalent  to  five  millions  of  earning  about  eighty-six  or  ei-hly-seven  dollars  per , 
bushels  Ol  wheat  at  §1  per  bu.ihel,  a  high  average:  ■  annum,  producing  as  the  annual  value  of  the  manu- 
this  adJed  to  the  for.ner  quantity  would  make  a  dead  ^  faclure  about  §36,500,000.  The  average  value  of 
unavailable  surplus  ot  7i;  millions  of  bushels,  on  i  the  imports  for  four  years  ending  Sept.' 1840,  of  li- 
hai.d  among  the_  fanners.     Although   the  operations    nens  and  flaxen  goods  was  §5,485^827,  not  quite   one-  \ 

sixlh  of  the  value  of  Ihe  manufactures  of  (ireat  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  and  allowing  about  i  for  raw  mate- 
rial would  give  §1,838,609  as  the  value  of  the  raw 
material  of  the  manufactures  iuipoileil  into  the  (J. 
Slates:  this  with   perhaps  half  a  millian  for  subsis- ' 


Although  tl 
of  the  woollen  factories  are  liiniled  and  reslrai 
and  Ihe  protection  by  no  means  adequate,  yet  the 
woollen  business  [iresents  to  the  fanners  a  market  for 
Iheir  wool  and  oUier  products  to  the' amount  of  for- 
ty-seven and  a  half  m.lUons  of  dollars.     It  has  been 


eslimaled  by   good  judges,  that  one  dollar  employed    tence  was  paid  to  the   foreign  producer.     Bounties 
" °   ■' °    "  •p'")''"'="t  tu   live    premiums  and   encouragements,  were  granted  for  a 


dollars  of  agricultural    capital 
amount   at  eight  dollars.     Thi 


capital 


ate  the 
invested  in 


time  on  the  exportation  of  linen   from    Great 
Brilaiii,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  supply  foreigners 


woollen  manulactures,  according  to  the  imperfect  with  linens  at  less  than  cost,  or  very  low  prices,  by 
returns  I'uriiisbed  ill  the  census  reports,  is  about  §15,-  which  the  foreign  manufacture  was  kept  down.  '  In 
7G5,124.  'Ibis  is  believed  to  be  below  the  true  the  United  States  the  manufacture  had  consequently 
a.nounl.  In  1831  the  amount  was  stated  to  be  §40,-  to  struggle  against  every  dfiad  vantage,  and  withou't 
000,000;  at  present  it  is  probably  less,  as  many  ustab-  \  protection  it  has  nearly  perished.  This  has  redoiind- 
lisbmenis  have  closed  and  others  work  on  a  reduced  ■  ed  to  the  advantage  of  the  British  and  other  forei'n 
scale.  It  IS  supposed  that  the  amount  now  invested  manufacturers.  They  are  without  a  rival  in  our 
inlands,  water  power,  injcbiuery,  &c.  is  not  less  than  j  market  now,  and  so  firmly  established  at  home  that 
§2j,0dd,00J,  and  this  will  give  employment  to  1^125,- 1  the  British  government  no  longer  pays  a  bounty  on 
UJJ,OjO  of  agricultural  capital  invested  ill  lands, '  the  export  of  liiian.  If  sufficient  protection  were 
slieep,  &.C.  tlut  this  beautilul  country  of  ours,  with  permanently  secured  for  the  manufactures  of  flax  and 
its  hill  and  dale  and  wide-spreadmg  prairies,  so  ad-  hemp,  the  agricultural  interest  In  the  United  States 
nurabiy  adaj.led  for  sheep  husbandry,  under  the  ju- I  would  be  essentially  benefitted,  m  thus  having  a 
dieious  management  of  our  industrious  larincrs.could  home  market  for  ra.v  materials  which  can  bo  raised 
in  a  very  shori  time,  if  a  proper  system  of  protection  in  quantities  unlimited.  Ninety-five  thousand  tons 
wen-  extended  to  woollen  manufaclurts,  and  en-  of  hemp  and  (lax  were  produced  in  the  year  1840  by 
couragemeiit  to  wool  growers,  supply  any  quantity  the  farmers  of  the  United  States;  certainly  they  de- 
oi  ilie  ra.v  material  adequote  to  the,  whole  cuiisump-  serve  protection  from  a  ruinous  competition  with  the 
lion  of  the  Lation.  !  serfs  of  Russia  who  labor  for  sisteen  cents  a  day. 


Silk  is  another  article  largely  p/rtisu-ned  in  this 
c->iinlry.  and  v.hirh  iinilps  the  int^sts  of  the  agri- 
(il'lui'alist  and  manufacturer. 

The  committee  rai:;ht  prort-.cd  still  further  with 
details  to  sh.-rv  in  how  maiif  instam-es  and  to  what 
an  immense  extent  the  far:ners  are  inlercsied  direct- 
ly in  the  protection  of  .'\merican  industry,  to  do  so 
would  however  sv.-ell  this  report  to  a  volume.  The 
committee  desire  to  bring  to  view  a  class  of  cases  in 
which  the  farmer  is  not  redgnised  as  having  that 
kind  of  interest  which  belong  to  him  as  a  producer 
of  raw  material,  but  as  a  provider  of  subsistence  for 
others,  who  are  endeavoring  to  supply  the  nation 
with  all  those  commodities  which  cindiice  to  the 
comfort,  defence  and  independence  of  the  people. 
Of  Iron. 

Our  attention  is  naturally  drawn  to  the  subject  of 
iron,  this  is  an  article  of  Ihe  first  necessity.  The 
improvement  in  this  manufacture  marks,  more  than 
any  other,  the  advance  in  civilization,  and  the  pro- 
gress in  those  arts  which  elevate  the  nation  and  con- 
slitute  the  best  evidence  of  its  wealth.  In  conse- 
quence of  various  measures  of  government,  com- 
mencing with  Mr.  Jefferson's  restrictive  p  dicy,  fol- 
lowed by  war,  and  occasional  protective  tariffs,  this 
manufacture  has  advanced  very  considerably,  al- 
though at  times  materially  depressed.  In  proportion 
as  the  resources  of  the  country  and  facilities  for  ma- 
nufacturing have  become  known,  so  has  the  domes- 
tic supply  increased  and  Ihe  quality  improved.  The 
fact  is  familiar  to  every  one,  that  our  country  posses- 
ses inexhaustible  quantities  of  the  richest  mines  of 
coal  and  iron  ore,  and  the  power  to  manufacture  to 
any  extent. 

A  beneficent  Providence  has  so  admirably  dispos- 
ed of  these  two  great  elements  of  national  wealth  in 
our  extensive  country,  as  almost  irresistibly  to  invite 
to  their  use  and  f.treihly  lo  display  the  mutual  depen- 
dence and  connection  of  mining,  manufacturing  and 
agriculture. 

That  large  iron  district  which  spreads  from  New 
Jersey  through  the  great  coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland  and  western  Virginia,  abounding  in  water 
power,  is  in  close  proximity  and  chequered  with  the 
most  fertile  agricultural  di-tricts.  Go  farther  west, 
and  we  find  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  above  all  Missouri, 
presenting  to  view  an  iron  region  and  mineral  re- 
sources in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  most  fruit- 
ful portion  of  the  union.  Let  these  he  called  into 
active  operation,  and  fully  improved  under  proper 
protection:  then  the  industrious  farmers  of  the  west 
will  be  provided  with  a  nearer  market  for  a  vast  a- 
mount  of  their  products.  Then  they  may  drive  the 
ploughshare  through  the  virgin  soil  of  their  prairies, 
or  cover  them  with  flocks  and  herds,  without  the  fear 
of  not  finding  a  market  to  compensate  for  their  la- 
bor. 

The  advantage  to  the  farmers  of  the  domestic  iron 
manufacture,  under  the  protection,  incidental  and 
direct,  which  it  has  received,  w  ill  be  best  understood 
by  considering  a  few  particulars  based  upon  facts, 
and  the  census  returns.  It  is  believed  from  tlie  data 
furnished  that  there  are  257,025  persons,  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  sustained  in  carrying  on  the  iron 
manufacture.  Allowing  each  person  to  consume 
li\  cents  perday  of  agricultural  product,  the  whole 
amount  cansiimed  per  annum  would  be  §11,726,705. 

"This  ammnt  falls  a  little  short  of  the  facts  actu- 
ally ascertained  at  several  establishments,  owing 
principally  to  grain  and  forage  fed  to  horses  and  cat- 
tle, employed  in  the  business." 

Here  then  is  a  market  f-ir  the  farmers  at  whicli 
they  dispose  of  §11,726,705  worth  of  produce,  to 
which  may  be  added  §6  337,500  p  lid  for  siibsistance 
for  about  140.000  persons,  connected  with  the  manu- 
factures of  hardware,  cutlery,  machinery,  small 
arms  and  cannon,  wagons,  carriages,  &c.  making  an 
aggregate  of  §13,114,265  worth  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce consumed  among  the  iron  operatives,  being 
about  thirteen  millions,  or  12,833,131  more  than  the 
average  annual  value  of  fl  lur  exported  during  tlio 
last  20  years;  almost  cipial  to  the  a;gre;ate  amount 
of  the  exports  of  beef,  tallow,  hides,  iic.",  pork,  hogs, 
lard,  &c.  for  eight  years  from  1933  to  1840;  the  va- 
lue of  the  whnic  exports  of  beef.  Sic.  and  [lork,  &c"., 
from  that  period  amounted  to  hut  §18,551,519.  The 
average  annual  value  of  the  exports  of  flour,  beef, 
&c.,  pork,  Stc,  for  seven  years,  viz;  fro.n  1834  lo 
1840  inclusive,  was  §7,369,913.  Thus  it  would  ap- 
pear that  in  the  production  and  manufacture  of  iron, 
a  market  is  atfLirded  to  the  American  farmers  for 
their  produce,  worth  in  one  year  §10,744,352  more 
than  the  value  of  all  the  flour,  beef,  &c.,  and  pork, 
&c,  together,  scut  lo  the  foreign  market  of  the  whole 
world,  annually,  for  the  seven  years  ending  Septem- 
ber, 1840.  Can  any  proof  be  more  conclusive  of 
the  importance  to  our  farmers  of  the  protection  of 
these  manufactures?  Can  they  alford  to  give  all  this 
up,  adopt  the  free  trade  doctrines,  and  trust  to  the 
consumption  in  the  foreign  market?    I'an  Ihe  farm- 
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er'!  concur  in  measures  whioh  would  convert  at  least 

f  n?-lliu-<l  nf  the  357.0-i5  per.vons  sustain  .1  by  Ihe 
iron  nirioiirarf.ire  ii.tu  (iII;ms  ol' the  ■;,)il  a.id  [.rojii- 
CP.rs  oi'  i«-e-ad  stiilfs,  and  thus  not  only  snjjply  tlieni- 
selves,  but  raise  more  than  ^uiou^lt  fjv  iiieorhur  two- 
thirds?  What  is  here  saiil  with  rejjard  to  the  iron 
manufacture  may  be  predicated  relatively  of  all  the 
others,  which  are  now  seeking  protection  against  the 
destructive  operation  of  tiie  compromise  la^v  and 
free  trade  prmciplea.  This  subject  may  receive 
additional  illustr.tlron, evincing  more  strongly  Ihead- 
vantages  to  tlic  farmers,  if  the  protective  system 
were  fully  carried  out.  The  importation  of  pig,  bar 
iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of  iron  for  the  two 
years  of  1839  and  1840,  amounted  to  J,:7i), 102,317, 
making  an  average,  fur  those  two  years  of  iJlO.O.il, 
153,  and  the  average  for  tiie  seven  years  from  1834 
to  1340  inclusive,  will  be  l"ound  to  have  been  hut  lit- 
tle below  what  is  here  stated;  while  from  1827  to 
1833  inclusive,  the  average  was  about  seven  millions. 
Now  it  is  obvious  if  the  foreign  manufacturerb  to 
whom  we  have  paid  these  §10,Uj  1,153,  liad  been  re^ 
siding  in  the  United  States,  they  would  have  paid 
about  $7,500  000  for  labor,  of  wliieh  there  would 
have  been  paid  to  our  faim.ers  about  •JS.OJO.OJU  lur 
produce,  it  is  estimated  that  the  capital  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  iron  is  a  little  less  than  the 
amount  of  the  annual  product.  Bar  iron  alone  forms 
more  than  thrce-aeveiulis  of  the  whole  amount — 
about  §4.316,377.  If  we  estimate  the  whole  value 
as  that  of  bar  iron  and  castings,  and  that  the  annual 
product  rather  exceeds  the  amount  of  capital;  which 
has  been  ascertained  to  he  nearly  the  fact  at  a  num- 
ber of  establishments,  exclusive  of  woodland  and 
mines  of  iron  and  coal,  we  may  assu:ne  that  the  capi- 
tal employed  was  about  10,000,000.  It  is  stated 
that  the  capital  employed  in  the  Uuiteil  States  is 
about  $22,500,000,  and  employs  and  subsists  257,025 
persons.  We  m  ly,  therefore,  reasonably  suppose 
that  the  $10,000,000  paid  fur  foreign  iron  manufac- 
tures gives  employment  an.l  subsistence  to  one-third 
that  number,  viz:  35,675  persons,  who  would  con- 
sume in  the  United  Stales  §3  908,921  worth  of  agri- 
cultural products.  All  winch  goes  to  sustain  the  fo- 
reign land  owners,  and  producers  of  subsistence,  but 
which  might,  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  be 
secured  to  our  own  fanners  by  a  wise  system  of  pro- 
tection. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  farther  details,  and 
before  closing  this  report,  it  may  be  usetui  to  pre- 
sent a  condensed  view  of  the  benelicial  results  of 
protection,  as  manifested  in  what  has  been  already 
detailed  respecting  woollen  and  ii-on  manufactures. 
Amount  paid  to  farmers  for  annual  pro- 
duct of  wool,  ....  ^40,000,000 
Do.  for  subsistence,         ...  7,655,000 

Paid  for  subsistence  by  the  iron  manu- 
facturers,        .        -        .        .        -      18  114,265 

Total  paid  for  agricultural  produce,  $65,769,265 
Being  almost  nine  times  the  value  of  the  Hour, 
beef  and  pork,  taken  by  the  foreign  market.  If  we 
add  to  this  the  probable  gam,  were  sudicienl  and 
steady  protection,  atforded  to  these  operations  so  as 
ultimately  to  cause  a  supply  for  the  home  consump- 
tion, the  amount  would  be  swelled  largely,  say  for 
wool  and  subsistence  for  mannfacturing  13,000.000 
imponed  woollens  <(a6,666,GU6;  fur  subsi-teiice  furl 
mannfacturing  imported  iron,  say  «J4  000,000,  mak- 
ing an  additional  sum  of  8,30,666,663.  Thus  the 
amount  which  a  wise  .system  of  national  policy 
might  .secure  to  the  farmers,  would  be  about  §96,- 
433,931  derived  from  these  two  branches  of  indus- 
try, wool  and  iron,  to  which  might  be  farther  added, 
the  value  of  subsistence  required  by  other  business 
operaiions  incidentally  and  directly  connected  with 
and  dependent  upon  the  former,  sueli  as  the  oil 
trade,  soap,  wire,  Stc.  Where  is  the  foreign  market 
equal  to  tins.'  What  would  become  of  this  amount 
ol  agricultural  production,  if  our  manufacturing  es- 
tabli.->hnieiJts  were  broken  up,  this  home  market  de- 
stroyed, and  the  country  surrendered  to  foreign  ma- 
nufacturers and  laborers  whodo  not  now  consume,  tak- 
ing the  average  of  the  seven  years,  1334  to  1840,  seven 
and  a  half  millions  worth  of  Hour,  beef  and  pork? 

if  such  be  the  immense  results  accruing  to  the 
farmers  under  a  protective  sjslein  in  the  cases  of 
wool  and  iron,  may  we  not  well  conclude  that  simi- 
lar beneliLs  follow  in  all  other  instances  where  like 
protection  is  found:  There  are  other  great  interests 
ill  the  country  equally  demanding  the  fostering  care 
of  paternal  legislation  which  ditiuse  among  the  far- 
mers incalculable  beuelits;  all  of  which,  in  common 
with  wool  and  iron,  are  tlirealened  with  destruction 
unless  the  protecting  arm  of  the  government  be  ex- 
tended for  their  relief.  And  the  ruin  which  is  im- 
pending the  manufacturers  will  come  like  an  avalan- 
che upon  the  farmers,  involving  all  in  the  sa;ne  d(s- 
tress. 


That  such  will  he  the  fatal  catastrophe  attendant 
upon  the  existing  !a.v,  which  h.is  he-n  grad.iiHv  nn- 
dermimn:;  o.iV  n.anulacl,iri»g  irilere^ts,  n>  one  ■an 
longer  d.mbt,  aficr  an  impai-Jal  exainin,jtion  iiito 
their  condiiion  and  pr  )spects.  Even  foreigners,  ad- 
vocates of  free  trade,  hostile  to  e"erv  measure,  in- 
tended to  promote  the  in-lependenc'e  of  the  country 
and  protect  American  labor,  and  who  view  wilh  a 
jealous  eye  American  rivalry,  beliold  the  same  ef- 
fects, and  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  that  mea- 
sure. The  EJinburg  revi.-nvers,  and  that  distinguish- 
ed British  free  trade  writer,  .1,  R.  ilcCnllocli,  coin- 
cide in  the  opinion  as  to  the  fate  which  awaits  us 
under  the  compromise  law.  Here  is  their  language. 
"The  tariff  forced  cotton,  wollcn,  iron  and  other 
I  in  mufartures  into  a  premature  existence  in  the  U.  ' 
States;  but  we  have  little  doubt,  that  except  in  the  j 
I  coarser  fabri(?i,  and  those  where  it  is  necessary  to  I 
use  large  quantities  of  the  raw  material,  the  idc  j 
I  »io(ii/i<:(7(ip)i,s  o/  Ihe  tariff  have  ffiucji  a  de.itu  bhne  to  \ 
'  the  Jliiierican  mimafucluriiig  siistam."  This  is  the  de-  j 
I  liberate  judgment  of  those,  who  are  anxious  to  h.uld 
up  and  sustain  British  manufactures  up™  the  ruin  ' 
of  all  others.  What,  then,  is  the  duty  of  the  Ame- , 
;  rican  government!  Is  it  not  to  disappoint  the  expec- 
tations of  those  who  seek  the  overthrow  of  our  best 
interests,  by  placing  around  cur  countiy  that  sreat 
shield  of  protection,  which  can  be  moved  only  by 
'  the  arm  of  government. 

I  The  stimulus  which  the  protective  policy  gives  to 
the  whole  country,  produces  prosperity  among  the 
farmers;  a  general  activity  in  trade  and  com;nercc 
,  is  felt  beneficially  by  them.  And  while  home  com- 
;  petition  excites  to  improvement,  it  invariably,  ulti- 
mately cheapens  the  articles.  All  th'ise  commodi- 
[  ties  of  domestic  manufaclure  which  are  largely  con- 
sumed by  tlie  farmers  have  not  only  been  cheapened, 
but  many  of  them  greatly  improved.  In  all  instan- 
ces where  the  domestic  manufacturers  have  obtain- 
ed the  command  of  the  market  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer has  been  compelled  to  reduce  his  price  or  leave 
the  market;  take  for  example,  nails,  window  glass, 
white  lead,  ploiiihs,  axes,  scythes,  sickles,  hoes, 
spades,  shovels.  Sic.  as  well  as  cotton  goods.  But  to 
retain  a  position,  or  to  gain  the  ascendancy  in  otir 
;  own  market,  the  foreign  manufacturers  are  driven 
j  to  the  necessity  of  sacrificing  their  goods  at  auc- 
j  tions,  or  greatly  reducing  the  wages  of  the  laborers 
antl  work  nen,  so  low,  that  they  are  deprived  of  the 
comforts,  and  most  of  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  or  supported  in  pari  out  of  the  poor  rates.  This 
is  a  condition  to  which  no  patriot  would  wish  to  see 
the  free  men  of  this  country  reduced.  If  protection 
he  withdrawn  and  withheld,  this  d.)wnward  march 
must  inevitably  take  place,  and  our  mechanics  and 
laborers  be  assimilated  to  the  degraded,  half  starved 
workmen  of  Great  Britain,  and  our  free  farmers  re- 
duced to  the  miserable  comlition  of  the  serfs  of  Rus- 
sia or  Leibeigeners  or  bond  men  of  Hanover  and 
Prussia.  HARMAR  DRN'NV,Penn. 
J,  O.  CIIOULES,  N,  Y. 
ALEXANDER  WALSH,  N.  Y 
R.  L.  AL!>E.V,  iX,  Y, 

R,  c.  Nicholas;  N.Y.  i  .5 

A.  SPOONER,  N.  Y.  I  = 
L.  J.  S.  CARPENTER,  Mass.  S 
R.  NORTON,  Mass.  "      ' 

B.  TAFr.  .Mgss.  |  ' 
J.  W.  THOMPSON,  N.  Y,         J 

MH.    ADA.His'  KEl^OH'I'  OV  THE  VKTO. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT .VTIVES,  AUGUST   16,  1842, 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  re- 
turning to  this  house  the  act  which  originated  in  it, 
"to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  locfiange  and 
modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  with  his  objecti  >ns  to  it, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon  to  the  bouse, 
have  attended  to  that  service,  and  respectfully  report; 
The  message  is  the  last  of  a  series  of  executive 
measures  the  result  of  which  has  been  to  defeat  and 
nullify  the  whole  action  of  the  legislative  authority 
of  this  union,  upon  the  most  important  interests  of 
the  nation.  [ 

At   the  accession  of  the   late  President  Harrison,  ■ 
by  election  of  the  people,  to  the  executive  chair,  the 
j  finances,  the  revenue,  and  the  credit  of  the  country 
[  were  found  in  a  condition  so   greatly  disordered  and 
so   languishing,  that  the  first  act  of  his  administra-1 
I  tion  was  to  call  a  special  session  of  congress  to  pro- 
I  vide  a  remedy  for  this  distempered  state  of  the  great; 
j  body  politic.     It  was  even  then  a  disease  of  no  sud- | 
I  den  occurrence,  and  of  no  ordinary  malignity,  Fourj 
years  before,  the  immediate  predecessor  of  Gen,  Har- 
rison had  been  constrained  to  resort  to  thesame  expe- 1 
dient,  a   special  session  of    congress,  the    result   of] 
which   had   only  proved  the   fir=t  of  a  succession  of 
I  palliatives,  purchasing  moineotary   relief  at  the  ex.- 1 


lien    th( 
ofliee   had    assunie.l  the 
principles,  though  profes' 


pense  of  deeperseated  disease  and  aggravated  svmp- 
tins,  growiuj;  dully  more  intense  thron;h  the  u'hole 
f)iiryearsoi  th  it  a  ininisTaiion.  1;  h.id  expended 
from  y.<-ar  to  ye,,r,  fromei.htto  ten  uiillions  .)f dollars 
beyond  its  income,  absorbing  in  that  period  nearly 
tenmillims  pl.-iUed  for  demsite  with  ihe  states, 
eiglit  millions  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  from  five  to  six  millions  of  trust  funds,  and 
as  much  treasury  notes;  and  wa^  sinking  under  the 
weight  of  its  own  improvidence  and  incompetency. 

The  sentence  of  a  sufl'ering  people  had  command- 
ed a  change  in  the  administration,  and  Ihe  contem- 
poraneous elections  throughout  the  union  had  placed 
in  both  houses  of  congress  majorities,  the  natural 
exponents  of  the  principles  which  it  was  the  will  of 
the  people  should  be  substituted  in  the  administra- 
tion of  their  government,  instead  of  those  whirh  had 
brought  the  country  to  a  condition  of  such  wretch^ 
edness  and  shame.  There  was  perfect  harmnnv  of 
principle  between  the  chosen  president  of  the  peo- 
ple and  this  majority,  thus  constUuted  in  both  houses 
of  congress;  and  the  first  act  of  his  administration 
was  to  call  a  special  session  nf  congress  foi- their 
delib^'ration  and  action  upon  the  measures  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  relief  to  the  public  distress,  and 
In  retrieve  the  prosperity  of  the  great  community  of 
the  nation. 

On  the  31st  dayof  May,  1-^41,  within  three  months 
after  the  inaugnrntion  of  President  Harrison,  the 
congress  assembled  at  his  call.  But  the  reins  of  the 
executive  car  were  already  in  other  fiauds.  Bv  an 
inscrutable  decree  of  Providence  the  chief  of  the 
pcfifdc's  choice,  in  harmony  Wilh  whose  principles 
the  majorities  of  both  h.ouses  had  been  coiislitulcd, 
was  laid  low  in  death.  The  president  who  had  call- 
ed the  meeting  of  congress  was  no  longer  the  presi- 
A  s  ic''ess).-  t)  the 
ilh  totally  ddfu'cnt 
:  sarn^  at  the  lime  of 
his  election,  which,  far  from  harmonizing,  like  ibise 
of  his  immediate  predecessor,  with  the  m  ij  jritv  of 
both  houses  of  congress,  were  soon  disclosed  in  dia- 
metrical opposition  to  them. 

The  first  development  of  this  new,  and  most  un- 
fortunate, condition  of  the  general  government,  was 
manifested  by  the  failure,  once  and  again,  of  the 
first  great  measure  intended  by  congress  to  restore 
the  credit  of  the  country,  by  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank — a  failure  caused  exclusively  by  the 
operation  of  the  veto  power  by  the  president.  In 
the  spirit  of  the  constitntinn  of  the  United  Stales, 
the  executive  is  not  only  separated  from  the  legisla- 
tive power,  hut  made  dependent  upon  and  responsi- 
ble to  it.  Until  a  very  recent  period  of  our  history 
all  reference  in  either  house  of  congress  to  the  opi- 
nions or  wishes  of  the  president,  relating  to  any  sub- 
ject in  deliberation  before  them,  was  regarded  as  an 
outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  deliberative  body, 
among  the  first  of  whose  duties  it  is  to  spurn  the  in- 
fluence of  the  dispenser  of  patronage  and  power. 
Until  very  recently,  it  was  suthcient  greatly  to  im- 
pair the  influence  of  any  member  to  be  suspected  of 
personal  subserviency  to  the  executive;  and  anv  al- 
lusion to  his  wishes  in  debate  was  deemed  a  depar- 
ture not  less  from  decency  than  from  order.  An 
anxious  desire  to  accommodate  the  action  of  con- 
gress to  the  opinions  and  wishes  nf  Mr.  Tvlerhad 
led  to  modifications  of  the  first  bill  for  the  cstabiish- 
mentof  a  national  bank,  presented  to  him  for  his  ap- 
proval, widely  differing  from  the  opinions  estertain- 
ed  of  their  expediency  by  the  majority  of  both 
houses  of  both  houses  of  congress,  but  which  failed 
to  obtain  that  approval  for  the  sake  of  which  Ibev 
had  been  reluctanlly  adopted.  A  second  attempt 
ensued,  under  a  sense  of  the  indispensable  ncci  ssiiv 
of  a  fiscal  corporation  to  the  revenues  and  credit  of 
the  nation,  to  prepare  an  act,  to  which  an  informal 
intercourse  and  communication  between  a  member 
of  the  house,  charged  wilh  the  duty  of  prepariii"- 
the  hill,  and  the  presi  ent  of  the  United  Stales  him"^ 
self,  might  secure  by  compliance  with  his  opinions  a 
pledge  in  advance  of  his  approval  of  the  hill,  when 
it  should  be  presented  to  him.  That  pledge  was  ob- 
tained. The  bill  was  presented  to  him  in  the  very 
terms  which  he  had  prescribed  as  necessary  In  ob- 
tain his  sanction,  and  it  met  Ihe  same  fate  lA  ith  its 
predecessor:  and  it  is  remarkable  thai  the  reasons 
assigned  for  the  refusal  to  approve  the  second  bi.l 
are  in  direct  and  immediate  conflict  withlhose  which 
had  been  assigned  for  the  refusal  to  sign  the  first. 

Thus  the  measure,  first  among  those  deemed  by 
the  legislature  of  the  union  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  salvation  of  its  highest  interests,  and  for  the 
restoration  of  its  credit,  its  honor,  its  prosperity, 
was  prostrated,  defeated,  annulled,  by  the  weak  and 
wavering  obstinacy  of  one  man,  accidentally,  and 
not  by  the  will  of  the  people,  invested  with  that  ter- 
rible power,  as  if  prophetically  described  by  one  of 
his  own  chosen  ministers,  at  this  day,  as  "the  right  to 
deprive  the  people  of  self  governaient." 
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The  first  consequence  of  this  executive  legislation    bold    assumption  of  powers  never   vested  in  him  by 
was  not   only  to  prostrate   the  efforts  of  the   legisla-  :  any  law,  we  cooie  to  the   veto  message  referred  by 
ture  itself,  to  relieve  the  people  from  their  distress,    the  house  to  this  committee. 
■      replenish   the   exhausted   treasury  and  call  forth  |      A  comparative  view  of   the  four  several   vetoe 


the    resources  of  the   country,  to  redeem  the  public    which  in  the  course  of  fifteen  months,  have  suspend- 
faith  to  the  fulfilment  of  the   national  engagements,    ed  the  legislation   of  this  union,  combined  with  that 


ror  of  the  preceding  administration,  had  been  an  ex- 
cess of  expenditure  beyond  its  income.  That  ex- 
cess had  been  an  average  of  eight  millions  of  dol 
]ars  a  year,  at  least,  during  the  four  years  of  its  ex- 
istence.    The    practical    system  of  its    fiscal  opera 


by  contemporaneous  etiusions  ol  temper 
and  of  sentiment  divulged  at  convivial  festivals,  and 
obtruded  upon  the  public  eye  by  the  fatal  friendship 
of  sycophant  private  correspondents,  and  stripped  to 
its  naked  nature  by  the  repealed  and  daring  assump- 
''-—  both  of  legislative  and  of  judicial  power,  would 


tions  had  been  a  contmued  increase  of  expenditures  i  present  anomalies  of  character  and  cdnduct  rarely 
and  diminution  of  revenues,  and  It  left  as  a  bequest  seen  upon  earth.  Such  an  investigation,  thou-^h 
to  its  successor  no  effective  reduction  of  expenses  ,,tHctly  within  the  scope  of  the  instructions  embra°c- 
bu  a  double  reduction  of  revenue  to  the  amount  of  I  ed  in  the  reference  to  this  committee,  would  require 
millionsto  occur,  of  course  by  the  mere  lapse  of ,  a  voluminous  report,  which  the  scantiness  of  time 
,.„,.   ,.nu.=    --erted,  withm  fifteen  months,  by  sub- |,wi||  not  allow,  and   which    may  not  be  necessary  for 

aturing  the  judgment  of  the  house  upon  the  docu- 


time,  unle: 
sequent  legislation. 

By  the  double  exercise  of  the  presidenti.il  inter- 
dict upon  the  two  bills  for  establishing  a  national 
bank  this  legislation  was  prevented.  The  excess  of 
cxpendilures  beyond  the  revenue  continued  and  in- 
creased. The  double  ceduction  of  revenue,  pre- 
scribed by  the  compromise  of  18.33,  was  sulfered  to 
lake  its  full  efl'ect — no  reduction  of  the  expenditures 
had  been  prescribed;  and,  in  the  course  of  eighteen 
months,  since  the  inauguration  of  President  Harri- 
son, an  addition  of  at  least  fifteen  millions  to  the 
enormous  deficit  already  existing  in  the  treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  last  administration,  is  now  charged 
upon  the  prevailing  party    in  congress,  by  those  who 


,  -  J         1  ■  -.  .1      1  ~  ■     1.--1      .u     "         -    •    /-  ii_         .      ~~  —  " .f^....*   *...^..L.viiui.in.e  day  dinner  party, 

had  made  it  the  la\v    while    the  exercise  of  the  veto    that  congress  can  enact  «!;  laio   without  the  concur- 
power  alone  disabled  the    legislature  itself  Irom  the    rence  of  the  executive.     There    is  in   this    paper  a 


studious  eSort  to  save  any  individual  from  the  impu- 
tation of  asserting  the  unqualified  independence  of 
the  executive  upon  the  legislature,  and  the  impotence 
of  congress  to  enact  any  law  without  him.     That  as- 


power  of   applying  the    only   remedy    which  it  w 
within    the   competency  of  legislation  itself  to  pro- 
vide. 

The  great  purpose  for  which  the  special  session  of 
congress  had  been   called  was  thus  defeated  by  the  jsertion,  made  in  so  explicit  and  unqualified  terms,  in 
exercise  of  the  veto  power.     At  the  meeting  of  con- |  the  Philadelphia  letter,   is  here   virtually  disclaimed 
gress,  at  the  regular  annual  session,  the  majorities  of  j  and  disavowed.     The  exercise  of  some  independence 

both    houses,  not  yielding  to  the   discouragementof ' -^  •'■' '    ' '  ■        "        

disappointed  hopes  and  batil.id  energies,  undertook 
the  task  of  raising,  by  impost  duties,  a  revenue  ade- 
quate to  the  necessities  of  the  treasury,  and  to  the 
fulfilment  of  the  national  obligations. 

By  the  assiduous   and    unremitting  labors   of  the 
committees  of  both  houses   charged  with    the  duties 


the  bill. 


deparlment,  without  requesting  that  department  se- 
of  providing  for  the    necessities  of  the  revenue,  and  •  riously  to  re-examine  the  subject  of  their  difference, 
for  the  great  manufacturing  interest  of  the  northern,  |  The  co-ordinate  department  lo   the  legislature  is  no 
central,  and  western  states,  which  must  be  so  deeply  i  longer  the  coordinate    branch    of  the    legislature. — 
alt'ectcd    by  any  adjustment  of  a  tariff,  to   raise   ex-  I  The  power  of  congress  to  enact  a  law  without  the 
cKisively  a  revenue  adeqn.dc  to  the  necessary  cxpen-    eo-operation  of  any  individual  executive  is  conceded, 
ses  of  the  government  from    duties  on  imports,  a  ta-    "°'  merely  by  unavoidable    inference,  for   the  elos- 
rifr  bill  believed    to   be   nearly,  if  not  wholly,  suffi- ' '"S  pa 
cient   for  that    (flirpose.  was   elaborated  and  amply  :  ^ametro 
discussed    through   a    long  series  of  weeks    in    both 
branches  of  the   legislature.     The  process  of  gesta- 
tion   through  which  alone  such  a  complicated  system 
could    be     organized,    necessarily   consumed     many 
months  of  time;  nor    were  the    committees  or    the 
liouse   exempted    from   severe  reproach,  which  the 
purchased   presses  of  the    executive   chief  are  even 
yet   casting  upon   congress,  without   rebuke  or   re- 
straint  from  him.     The  delays  were  occasioned  by 
the  patient  and  unwearied  investigation  of  the  whole 
subject  by  the  appropriate   comniitlees.     As  the  pe- 
riod approached  when  the  so  called  compromise  ta- 
riff was  to  be  consummated,  leaving  the  government 
wilhout  any  revenue  tariff  sanctioned  by  the  law,  the 
prudence    of  congress,  without    precipitating   their 
decision    upon   the    permanent   system   which    they 
fondly  hoped    to  establish,  provided  and  sent  to  the 
president  a  temporary  expedient,  limited   in  its  ope- 
ration to  the  space  of  one  month,  during  which  to 
avoid,  as  they  thought,  the  possibilily  of  a    collision 
with    the  apprehended   antipathies  of  the  president, 
they  had  suspended  for  the  same  month  the  distribu- 
tion of  the    proceeds  of   the    sales  of   public    lands, 
which,  by  a  previous  law,  was  lu  take  effect  the  day 
after   the  expiration  of  the   compromise.     Not  only 
was  this  most  conciliatory  measure  contemptuously 
rejected,  but,  in  total  disregard  of   the  avowed  opi- 
nions of  his  o\vn  secretary  of  the   treasury,  concur- 
ring  with  those,  nearly  unanimous,  of  all  the    most 
eminent    lawyers   of  the    land,  in  solitary    reliance 
upon  the    hesitating  opinion  of  the  attorney  general, 
he    has    undertaken    not   only  to    levy  taxes    to  the 
amount  of  millions  upon  the  people,  but  to  prescribe 
regulalions  for  its  collection,  and  forascerlaiuingthe 
value  of  imported  merchandize,  which  the  law  had, 
in  express  terms,  reserved  for  the   legislative  action 
of  congress. 

And  now,  to  ero'.vn  this  system  of  continual  and 
unrelenting  exercise  of  executive  legislation  by  the 
alternate   gross   abuse   of  constitutional   power  and 


them  together?  Tf  the  union  was  illegitimate,  who 
was  the  administering  priest  of  the  unhallowed  rites.> 
It  is  objected  to  this  bill  Ihat  it  is  both  a  revenue  and 
an  appropriation  bill.  VVhatlhen?  Is  not  the  act  of 
September  4,  1841,  appqjved  and  signed  by  the  pre- 
sident himself,  both  a  revenue  and  an  appropriation 
bill?  Does  it  not  enact  that,  in  the  event  of  an  fn- 
sufficiency  of  impost  duties  not  exceeding  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  tn  defray  the  current  expenses 
of  the  government,  the  proceed'^  of  the  sales  of  the 
lands  shall  be  levied  as  part  of  the  same  revenue, 
and  appropriated  to  the  same  purposes?  The  appro- 
priation of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  go- 
vernment is  belieyed  to  be  a  system  of  fiscal  man- 
agement unwise,  impolitic,  improvident,  and  unjust; 
and  it  is  precisely  for  that  reason  Ihat  the  bill  now 
before  the  house  provides  that  they  shall  not  be  so 
ap|)ropriated.  The  public  lands  a"re  the  noble  and 
inappreciable  inheritance  of  the  whole  nation.  The 
sale  of  them  to  individuals  is  not  a  tax  upon  the 
purchaser,  but  an  exchange  of  equivalents  scarcely 
more  burdensome  to  the  grantee  than  if  he  should 
receive  it  as  a  gratuitous  donation.  To  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  defray  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  government  is  to  waste  and  destroy  the 
property.  This  property  is  held  by  congress  in 
trust.  Mr.  Tyler  speaks  of  the  distribution  as  if  it 
was  gii'ing  away  the  property.  It  is  precisely  the  re- 
verse. It  is  restoring  it  to  the  owner.  To  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  to  defray  the  current  expendi- 
tures is  to  give  it  up  to  dilapidation  and  waste.  It 
is  in  political  economy  precisely  the  same  as  if  an 
individual  landholder  should  sell  off',  year  after  year, 
parcels  of  his  estate,  and  consume  its  proceeds  in 
the  payment  of  his  household  expenses.  The  first 
principle  of  political  economy  necessary  for  a  na- 
tion is  to  raise  by  taxation  within  the  year  the  whole 

sum  required  for  the   expenditures  of  that  year. 

Every  departure  from  this  principle  is  a  step"  in  the 

path  of  national  bankruptcy  and  ruin.     The  daily 

demands  of  the  treasury  must  be  supplied   by  the  in- 

me  derived  from  taxation  by  the  year,  and  not  by 

the  dissipation  of  the  common  property. 

of  judgment,  in  regard  to  all  acts  of  legislVtion,  by       "^J'^  second  reason  of  the  president  for  objecting 

any  individual  invested  with  the  veto  power,  is  here   '"      '  P^issage  of  this  bill  is  not  more  ponderous  than 

curtailed  and  narrowed  down   to  the  mere  privilege  "1'°  f""*^''     I' ■' 'he  destitute  and  embarrassed   state 

of  not  yielding  his  well  considered,  most  deeply  fix-  I   .       ,.  "'fasury,  and  the  impolicy,  if  not  unconstitu- 

ed,  and   repeatedly  declared  opinions  on  matter  of  < '"?"^!,'VV  "'  ff"-'"'ff""'°y '""'"'"'"' '"'"'oe  of  revenue, 

great  public  concernment,  to  those   of  a  co-ordinate  '  wh"'n^l^. retained  may  be  seized  by  the  government 


ent  now  before  them. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  the  president  for  return- 
ing to  the  house  of  representatives,  %vith  his  objec- 
tions, the  bill  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and 
to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties 
and  for  other  purposes,  are  preceded  by  a  brief  dis- 
sertation upon  the  painful  sensations  which  any  indi- 
vidual invested  with  the  veto  power  must  feel  in 
exercising  it  upon  important  acts  of  the  legislature. 
The  paragraph  is  worded  with  extreme  caution,  and 
with  obvious  intent  to  avoid  the  assertion,  made  in 
such  broad  a-nd  unqualified  terms  in  the  letter  read 
at  the  Philadelphia   Independi 


and  applied  to  meet  its  daily  wants"     Buf  the  presi- 
dent had  just  told  us  that  this  fruitful   source  of  re- 
venue was  a  subject  wholly  dissimilar  in  its  charac- 
ter  from  Ihat  of  revenue  raised  by  duties  of  impost — 
so  dissimilar  that   the   union  of  them  formed  in  his 
mind  an  insurmountable  objection  to  the  passage  of 
"I  most  respectfully  submit  (says  Ihemes- 
give  mvay  the  pro- 
he  public   lands  con- 
II,  the  effect  of  what  he  does,  is  substantialiy  to  call  I  ^'''"'<^  ^  '""^  whirh  of  all  others  may  be  made  most 
congress  to  reconsider  the  subject.     If,  on  siich!"^®    '.'"   sustaining  the  public  credit."     And  how 
reconsideration,   a   majority  of    two-third's  of  both  ''  """''^  "  '"^  ""'^^  "'"**  useful?    Precisely   by  giving 


houses  should  be  in'favor  of  this  measure,  it  will  be- 
come a  law  notwithstanding  his  objections.  The 
truism  of  this  remark  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for 
by  the  surmise  that  it  was  a  new  discovery,  made 
since  the  writing  of  the  Philadelphia  dinner  parly 
letter;  and  the  modest  presumption  ascribed  to  the 
constitution  that  the  executive  can  commit  no  error 
of  opinion  unless  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  are  in  conflict  with  him,  is  tempered  by 
the  amiable  assurance  that  in  that  event  he  will 
cheerfully  acquiesce  in  a  result  which  would  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  whether  he  should  acquiesce  in  it  or 
not.  The  aptitude  of  this  hypothetical  position  may 
be  estimated  by  the  calculation  of  the  chances  that 
the  contingency  which  it  supposes  is  within  the  verge 
of  possibility. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  the  president  for  his  ob- 
jections to  this  bill  are  further  preceded  by  a  narra- 
tive of  his  antecedent  opinions  and  communications 
on  the  subject  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands.  He  admits  that  at  the 
opening  of  the  extra  session  he  recommended  such  a 
distribution,  but  he  avers  that  this  recommendation 
expressly  coupled  with  the  condition  that  the  du- 
on  imports  should  not  exceed  the  rate  of  20  per 
cent,  provided  by  the  compromise  act  of  1833. 

Who  could  imagine  that,  after  this  most  emphatic 
coufiling  of  the  revenue  from  duties  of  impost  with 
revenue  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  the  first  and  paramount  objection  of  the  pre- 
sident to  this  bill  should  be  that  it  unites  two  sub- 
jects, which,  so  far  from  having  any  afTinily  to  one 
another,  are  wholly  incongruous  in  their  charac  ter— 
which  two  subjects  are  identically  the  same  with 
those  which  lie  had  coupled  together  in  his  recom- 
mendatinn  lo  congress  at  the  extra  session?  If  there 
was  no  affinity  between  the  parties,  why  did  he  join 


them  au-ay.  By  giving  them  away  forever!  For  if 
the  principle  be  "once"  established  "that  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  sl;all  be  substituted 
in  the  place  of  revenue  by  taxation  to  defray  the  or- 
dinary annual  expenses  of  the  notional  government, 
never  more  will  the  people  of  any  state  in  this  Union 
have  the  benefit  of  one  dollar  from  this  richest  of 
mines  of  inexhaustible  wealth,  bestowed  upon  them 
by  their  bountiful  Creator  for  the  improvement  of 
their  own  condition.  But  given  away— yes,  to  the 
last  centg-iren.  away,  forever,  to  pamper  the  reckless 
extravagance  of  a  government  forever  preaching  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  and  forever  heaping  mil- 
lion upon  million  of  annual  expenditures  '-to  suckle 
armies  and  dry  nurse  the  land." 

The  committee  submit  to  the  house  their  unhesi- 
tating  opinion  that  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
ordinary  annual  expenditures  would  be  the  only  ef- 
fectual and  irrclrievable  g-iriiio- nirni/ of  that  great 
and  inestimable  inheritance  of  the  American  people. 
That,  if  once  that  growing  and  inexhaustible  fund 
shall  be  doomed  to  form  the  whole  or  any  partof  the 
ways  and  means  for  the  annual  estimates  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  national  government, 
Ihe  people  may  bid  farewell,  a  long  farewell,  to  evcj 
ry  hope  of  ever  receiving  a  dollar's  useful  improve- 
ment from  that  gift  of  (Jod  to  them,  thus  cruelly  and 
perfidiously  wrested  from  their  hands. 

Nineteen  of  the  states  of  this  Union,  in  the  ardent, 
perhaps,  in  some  cases,  inconsiderately  ardent,  pur- 
suit of  this  improvement  of  their  own  condition, 
have  become  involved,  some  of  Ihem  heavily  involv- 
ed, in  debt.  The  greatest  portion  of  this  debt  has 
been  contracted  for  the  accomplishment  of  stupen- 
dous works  to  expedite  and  facililale  the  intercourso 
of  travel  and  of  trade  between  the  remotest  ex- 
Ircmes  of  this  great   republic,  swarming,  from  year 
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to  year,  with  redoubling  millions  of  population.  It 
is  no  exaggerated  esliuiale  of  the  value  of  these 
works  to  say,  that  the  saving  of  lime,  of  labor,  and 
of  expense  to  individual  citizens  of  the  Union,  en- 
joying the  benefit  of  these  public  works,  more  than 
repays,  in  every  single  year,  the  whole  cost  of  their 
construclion. 

But,  while  these  immense  benefits  have  been  tli 


istence  is  at  hand;  that  they  are  even  now  about  to 
return  to  receive  the  sentence  of  their  constituents 
upon  themselves;  that  the  legislative  power  of  the 
union,  crippled  and  disabled  as  it  may  now  be,  is_ 
about  to  pass,  renovated  and  revivilied  by  the  will  of 
the  people,  into  other  hands,  upon  whom  will  de- 
volve the  task  of  providing  that  remedy  for  the  pub- 


August  13.  Memorials  were  presented  for  ad- 
mission of  Florida  into  the  union  and  for  increase  uf 
duty  on  wool. 

The  bill  to  provide  an  auxiliary  guard  lor  the  city 
of  Washington  was  put  upon  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Cidhoun  expressed  his  opposition  to  its  pas- 
sage, because  it  was  the  first  attempt  at  combining 


the  public  proceedings  with  the  municipal  antho. . 
ties  of  Washington,  and  he  thought  that  in  the  end, 
it  would  render  the  corporation  utterly  worthless.— 
He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.     And  the  vote  "" 


nse  oeneiu^  nave ,  lie  distempers  which  thelr"own  honest  and  agonizin^ 

«,.,M,rp'd  to  the  oeoDle  as  a  community  of  individuals,  1  energies  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  supply. 

rstrtes^whTaSlho^ised  them  haf   contracted  a        The  power  of  th^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^_^  _  _  „^^.. , ,   . 

tlT"  Ttf  n^ed'^'therir  r  of'?  fH:ndl  ^aild  ^Th",  o^'^^  b  'tt^x|uti^e  Lnd.  Submission  1  the  p..^ge  of  the  bill  stood  yeas  .1,  nays  15.  So  ,t 
'prjerfJl'ha'nd"  tnd'wIieTe  siiould  they  find  it  b'ut  in  to  his  will  is .-^-^^'y;™  '^'-XUtfa  i^LsTir  I  "  Tl^'bi  to  amend  the  acts  of  July  183G  and  1838, 
?he  sympathies  of  the  national  g..er„m^^^^^^^  P^^^'l^^tty'^co^nrm'cnd^d'^  f^'hirelf  t  ?or"bids  their    allowing  pensions  to  certain  widows,  was  the,,  taken 

action  unless  cnimled  with  a  condition  declared  by  up,  amended  and  reported.  Mr.  LallioiM  ttjcn  cx- 
himself  to  be  on  a  subject  so  totally  different  that  he  pressed  his  opposition  to  it  as  en^rging  the  pension 
wm  not  suffer  them  o  be  coupled  in  the  same  law.  1  system  to  an  improper  extent.  The  yeas  ^nd  nays 
With  that  condition  congress  cannot  comply.  In  |  being  ordered,  stood,  yeas  24,  nays  14.  1  he  bill  as 
this  state  of  thiir's  he  has  assumed,  as  the  committee  I  passed  reads  thus.  ru       -i 

lu  V  believe  the  exercise  of  the  Whole  legislative  T  Be  it  enacted.  Sec  That  the  marriage  of  the  widow, 
power  to  himself,  and  is  levying  millions  of  money  j  after  the  deatl,  of  her  husband  for  whose  semees 
Soon  the  people  without  any  authority  of  law.  But  she  claims  a  pension  under  the  act  oi  the  Hh  ot 
thrfinal  dec'^ion  of  this  question  depends  neither  .July,  1838,  sh*  be  no  bar  to  the  claim  of  such  wi- 
upon  eAsLthx  nor  executive,  but  upon  judicial  au-  dow  to  the  benefit  of  that  act,  she  being  a  vvidow  at 
Zrity  nor  can  the  final  decision  of  the  supreme  the  time  she  makes  application  for  a  pen  ion. 
court  upon  it  be  pronounced  before  the  close  of  the  The  contingent  b,l  was  then  on  motion  of  Mr. 
nrelent  congress  In  the  meantime  the  abusive  ex-  &a«s  taken  up,  and  debated,  the  numerous  amend- 
Le  se  of  tlTeonstitutional  power  of  the  president  to  ments  proposed  by  the  committee  ot  tmance  were 
a  rest  tleacUono  congress  upon  measures  vital  to  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  finally  reported  to  the 
the  vielfare  of  the  people,  has  wrought  conviction  '  senate,  whereupon  the  senate  adjourned  till  Mon- 
upon  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  that  day. 
the  veto  power  itself  must  be  nstrained  and  modified  i  . 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  itself,  a  resolu- 
tion for  which  they  accordinr' ■ 
report.  JOHN 

JN 


fideli'ty  to  the  trust  committed  to  their  charge  in  tins 
immense  and  almost  boundless  public  domain?  The 
application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to 
alleviate  the  burden  of  these  debts  pressing  upon  the 
people  of  almost  all  the  states,  is,  if  not  the  only, 
the  most  unexceptionable  mode  of  extending  the 
mighty  arm  of  the  Union  to  relieve  the  peopled  the 
states  from  the  pressure  of  the  burden  bearing  upon 
them— a  relief  consisting  only  of  the  distribution 
among  tliem  of  their  own  property— a  relief  furn- 
ishing them  the  means  of  paying  to  the  United  States 
themselves  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  debts 
due  from  the  states  to  them;  so  that  by  one  and  the 
same  operation  the  people  of  the  states  will  be  re- 
lieved from  the  intolerable  pressure  ot  their  debt, 
and  the  common  treasury  of  the  Union  will  receive 
back  in  payment  of  debt  no  small  part  of  the  same 
sums  allotted  to  the  states  as  their  respective  por- 
tions of  the-distribution.  ,       ,_     ,  r  .u 

The  committee  regret  that  the  shortness  of  the 
time  which  they  liave  allowed  themselves  for  the 
preparation  of  this  report  constrains  them  to  pass 
over  numerous  other  considerations  amounting  to  the 
clearest  demonstration  that  the  distribution  among 
the  states  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  will  be  infinitely  more  conducive  to  the  ends 
of  iustico  and  to  the  relief  of  the  people  Irom  their 
embarra.^sments,  than  the  devotion  of  the  same  funds 
to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  insatiate  gulph  ol  the  or- 
dinary annual  expenses  of  the  federal  goycrnment— 
to  perish  in  the  using  like  the  nine  millions  of  the 
fourth  instalment  promised  to  the  states,  the  seven 
or  eight  millions  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  five  or  six  millions  of  Indian  trust 
and  navy  pension  funds,  all  sunk,  during  the  Van 
Buren  administration,  without  leaving   a  wreck  be- 

"tMs  review  of  the  reasons  of  the  president  for 
objecting  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  be  extend- 
ed far  tSore  into  detail,  and  all  loading  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  are  feeble,  inconsistent,  and  unsa- 
tisfactory. It  remains  only  for  the  house  to  take,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  the  question  upon  the  final  passage  ol 
the  bill,  and  as  the  majority  of  the  committee  can- 
not indulge,  even  hypothetieally,  the  absurd  hope  of 
a  majority  either  in  this  or  the  other  house  of  con- 
Fi-ess  competent  to  the  enactment  ol  the  bill  into  a 
faw  they  leave  the  house  to  determine  what  further 
measure  they  may  deem  necessary  and  practicable 
by  the  legislative  authority  in  the  present  calamitous 
condition  of  the  country. 

They  perceive  that  the  whole  legislative  power  of 
the  union  has  been  for  the  last  fifteen  months,  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  congress  upon  measures  ol 
vital  importance,  in  a  state  of  suspended  animation, 
strangled  by  the  five  times  repeated  stricture  of  the 
executive  cord.  They  observe  that,  under  these  un- 
exampled obstructions  to  the  exercise  of  their  higl 
and  legitimate  duties,  they  have  hitherto  preserved 
the  most  respectful  forbearance  towards  the  execu- 
tive chief;  that  while  he  has,  time  after  time,  annul- 
led by  the  mere  act  of  his  will  their  commission  from 
the  people  to  enact  laws  for  the  common  vveifare, 
they  have  forborne  even  the  expression  ot  llieir  re- 
sentment for  lhe.se  multiplied  insults  and  'njunes-- 
tbey  believed  they  had  a  high  destiny  to  fulfil,  by  ad- 
ministering to  the  people  in  the  form  ol  law  reme- 
dies for  the  sufferings  which  they  had  too  long  en- 
dured The  will  of  one  man  has  frustrated  all  their 
labors  and  prostrated  all  their  powers.  The  majo- 
rity of  the  committee  believe  that  the  case  has  oc- 
curred in  the  annals  of  our  union,  contemplated  by 
the  founders  of  the  constitution  by  the  grant  to  he 
house  of  representatives  of  the  power  to  impeach  the 
president  of  the  United  States;  but  they  are  aware 
that  a- resort  to  that  expedient  might,  in  the  present 
condition  of  public  affairs  prove  abortive.  They  see 
that  the  irreconcilable  ditference  ot  opinion  and  of 
action  between  the  legislative  and  executive  depart- 
raents  of  the  government  is  but  sympathetic  with  the 
same  discordant  views  and  feelings  among  the  people. 
To  them  alone  tiie  final  issue  of  the  struggle  niust  be 
left  In  the  sorrow  and  mortification  under  the  fai- 
lure of  all  llfcir  labors  to  redeem  the  honor  and  pros- 
nerity  of  their  country,  it  is  a  cheering  cousolalion 
to  them  that  the  termination  of  their  own  oflicial  ex- 


Al-gcst  15.    Mr.  Cnfftouii  presented  a  petition  from 


he  constitution  itsell,  a  resoiu-  |  ^.m^gns  of  Florida,  prayina:  that  the  territory  may  be 
cordingly  herewith  respectlully  ]  ^^i^^^gj  i„to  (he  union,  and  that  gi-aiits  of  land  may 
JOHN  QUINCY   AUA1V1&,       |  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  g,^.g  purposes. 
JNO.  M.  BUI  lb,  Mr.  ./In^dfr  Diesented  a   petition  from  citizens  of 


JAMES  COOPER, 
K.  UAYNER, 
THOS.  J.  CAMPBELL, 
TRUMAX  SMITH, 
F.  GRANGER, 
II.  S.  LANE, 
JEREMIAH  ftlORROW, 
J.  A.  PEARCE. 


Mr.  Jiicher  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Amelia  county,  Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  any  tariff  bill  which  alienates  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  from  the  territory  of  the  U. 
States.  ^  _     _, 

Mr.  Rives  moved  that  the  senate  proceed  to  the 

consideration   of   executive    business   on   a   matter 

which  would  take  up  but  little  time,  though  of  some 

J.  A.  t-t.^itLH/.  '  importance. 

Reschcd  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rcpresentutwes  of       ^  prevailed;  and   after  about  fifteen  or 

,/..  UnUcd  States  of  America  lU  congress  «-;»  '^'^;«  -;  I  go  n'iUe    the  doors  we're  again  opened. 

thvds  of  W/i  koi«s  7;^«7';S:/',X:'oT    he^iited  |      The  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  disposing 
lowing  amendment  of  ^he  constitution  of  the  United  I  J^^^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  j,,.^^.^  ^^^ 

States,  m  the  seventh  section   of  the  first  article    De  territories    of  Wisconsin    and  Iowa  was  taken 

recommendcdtothelegisaturesoftheseveralstates     the    tuuh.es    o^  explained   at   some 

„  hich,  on  the  adoption  of  ^he  -r"e,  by    ^        f        ,      ^P  ■      c— tee  m  .^^  ^  J^  ^^^ 

of  the  said  legislatures,  shall  become  pait  and  parcel   i^.^S^^  J^  ^^^^^^^  ^j  ^^  engrossed.   Mr.  Smith  asked 
of  the  constitution:  ,.,„,.  ,    i    ih-.i  I'hp  hill  mi^ht  have  its  third  reading  then,  in  or- 

Instead  of  the  -o<:<is''l^o-^^ri^  ^^c^^^^^^^^^        .  th  '     ^^  ^t'S  go  to  the  house.     The'bill  w'as  then 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  the  said  seventh  section   ]  time  and  passed, 

substitute  in  both  cases,  the  words  "a  majority  of  the   ^'^^^^^^^^^^^^'^^  ^^^   ^P^„^„,_  ^„  ,,^   ^,.^^-,,3  „,,„, 

'  were  postponed  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
i  authorise  the  ad|ustment  of  the  claims  of  the  muni- 
!  cipality  No  1  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  certain 
!  lands  within  said  municipality,  and  now  in  the  occu- 

«fMATF  pation  of  the  United  States.     The  bill  was  argued 

fetLrlNAii;^.  nt  Ipno-th  hv  Mr    Coiiniii,  and  opiMsed  bv  Mr.  prrigW; 

A.ousx  11.     The  b."  to  increase  the  pay  of --   ^^^ tr'^BuLu,-,  mo'ved  u/lostp.n.  the  furthei 

nue  officers,  when  employed   in   the  ""=''  ^"j^ce  .^^.^^  „f  j^e  bill  until  the  next  session,  and 

coming  up.  It   was  suggested  that  it  had   better  lie  |^^j;^,,    T!*e  qucstior 

over  till  the  next  session.     It  was  then  laid  upon  the   .asked  ttie  yea,  aim  .    .,      ^     ,^^   .^  ,^_  „!r.l„.,:.. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH   CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


table.  ,       ,  ,     ,.         f 

The  act  to  establish  a  police  for  the  protection  ot 
public  and  private  property  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton (having  been  laid  on  the  table  on  Tuesday  last 
and  the  vote  reconsidered  yesterday)  was  taken  up, 
and  the  question  on  the  amendment  pending,  viz:  to 
strike  out  the  provision  giving  the  appointment  ol 
the  captain  of  the  guard  to  the  president  and  substi- 
tute therefor  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  18,  noes  not  counted.  The  bill  was  then  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  by  a  vote  of  yeas  21,  noes  .iU. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  N.  Shreve,  and  to 
authorise  the  purchase  (at  ^30,0U0)  of  his  patent  for 
the  snag  boat,  was  taken  up,  debated,  and  laid  on  the 
table.  ,      ,  , 

Several  private  bills  of  the  calendar  were  passed. 
The  treaty  negotiating  with  Great  Britain  in  rela- 
tion to  the  northeastern  boundary  having  been  re- 
ceived, the  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened. ^  , 

The  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  marine  corps, 
was  taken  up,  debated  by  Messrs.  Huntington,  Biieli- 
anan,  Archer,  Culhberl,  Calhoun  and  otiiers,  was 
amended  so  as  to  strike  out  the  offices,  five  captains 
and  sixteen  lieutenants,  and  to  limit  the  increase  to 
five  hundred,  and  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

'August  lr2.  The  day  was  devoted  chiefly  to  the 
private  calendar,  and  after  acting  upon  several  of  its 
bills  of  no  very  general  importance  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 


asiteu  Liie  ^eas  aiiu  iiaj^  .-.ii '■'.' "...^ ^..-.j--   .- 

having  been  put,  it    was  decided  in  the  athrmative 
yeas  26,  nays  15. 

The  bill  forthepayment  of  the  Florida  militia,  cal 
led  out  in  the  years  1839  and  1840,  was  read  a  thirc 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  King  moved  lo  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relic 
of  Casper  M.  Wever,  (laid  on  the  table  on  his  mo 
tion  some  time  since),  which  was  adopted.  The  bi| 
was  debated  by  Messrs.  Bayard,  Young,  and  others 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Young  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  of  tin 
house  desig'nating  the  day  of  adjournment  of  th' 
present  session.  He  was  anxious  to  have  the  matte 
fixed,  whether  it  was  to  be  the  day  indicated  by  th 
resolution,  or  some  other  day;  even  if  a  month  hence 
let  it  be  fixed  and  understood. 

The  president  of  the  senate  said  that  the  resolutio 
was  made  the  special  order,  and  was  consequentl 
now  before  them  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Pifsioiunoved  that  it  be  hiid  on  the  table. - 
He  hoped  they  might  be  able  to  call  it  up  by  Thuri 
day  next.  It  couid  be  laid  on  the  table  with  the  uii 
del-standing  that  it  should  be  taken  up  as  early  as  poi 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  would  not  vote  for  fij 
inr  any  day  of  adjournment  until  they  had  give 
the  house  full  opportunity  to  adopt  some  revenu 
bill.  ,  ... 

Mr.  Wright  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  wei 
ordered,  and  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  iJales,  Bayard,  Bentoi 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Glioate,  Clayion,  Coiitad,  LraU 
Cfifenden,  Dayton,   Evans,  Hunnnsto;-'.,  Kerr,    ..lillt 
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Moeh.-.„!   P,rt.r.    Pr.-ron,   R:vc,,    Smilh,  ..l"  I.,du,na 
fc|ir-PL'iir.    iV..,.l->'i  ur.  -_-)3. 

,\'A  VS— M  --r^.  11,1    liv.Ciilivui.i   Fillfvi    FInii.'l,.rs,)>. 

The  hiiJ  from  the  house  for  the  rfclief  of  certain 
setllei-s  in  the  tf.riitury  of  VVisooiison  was  taken  up, 
nnrt  nfler  havirig  been  amended  on  mmion  of  Mr.' 
3iii(W(.,of  Ind.  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  .HUn  moved  to  take  up  tiie  j  liut  re'sidution 
suhmlUed  ,-o,ne  days  si.ice  in-  Mr  P.estnn,  in  relation 
to  reimliursing  the  IreM-^urv  for  any  moneys  tliat 
niiglit  be  expended  by  the  i;eneVal  eovernnieut  in  the 
extr,r;iii-hnient  of  Indian  tiths.  The  question  hav. 
ing  lieen  put,  the  vole  stood  for  the  motion:  ayes  J2 
Hues  18. 

Jlr.  A.  saifl  as  there  n-as  a  ma'ter  in  embryo  in 
which  the  d'-posal  of  this  resohitiun  had  an  import- 
ant hearin-,  be  should  move  to  rail  up  the  resolution 
to-in  frr^)w,  and  nsk  Iheyeas  and  nays  on  i(. 

Tiie  bill  frum  the  house  entitled   '''an  act  to  aulho- 
nseibe  .selection   of  school   lands   m   lieu   of  (hose 
granted  to  the  half  breeds  of  the   Sao  and    F.ix  In-  I 
diaiis,"  v\'as  considered  in   commiltea  of  the  whole 
and  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  ' 

'Jlie  senate  adjourned. 

AuGi;sT  16.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Evnm  the  bill 
making  contingent  appropriaiions  f  ,r  the  year  ]S43 
was  taken  up,  the  ainendnH-nts  made  on  Satuida~v 
were  wilh  one  or  tkvo  exceptions  roncurrod  in  addi- 
ti  <nal  a  neud.nenls  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  ty  be 
engr^s-.ed  and  read  a  third  lime. 

.4lter  transaction  of  minor  business  the  senate  ad- 


.J»1  '''ri'i''  '^''"'"'V"  'f-e  district  of  North  Carolina 
shall  be  holden  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  May  and 
second  Monday  in  December. 

This  act  shall  not  take  effect  imti!  the  first  day  of 
February  next;  before  which  lime  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  or  a  majority  of 
I.em,  shall  a  lint  the  several  districts  among  the  jus 

llCes  of    he  sni.    r-.^iii.|  °  ■> 


lices  of  the  said  court. 

liirr?' m'"'  ''  ''fi'^t^'^ren.cM,  That  wlicn  the 
timeofholdinganj.  court  by  this  act  has  been  char- 
ed all  processes,  proceedln-s,  and  cau.^es  shall  be 
relurned  and  held  to  he  continued  to  the  said  courts 
spectlveiy"  "  provided    for  their  meeting,  re- 

st J.^'"  '5"^'V??  °"  '"  P='S«=>S'5  being  taken  the  vote 
stood,  yeas  II.'),  nays  63. 

rc-M't*'""'"'  ?"  '"""   '"'""'  "^"''"-'^   "'^  foi)on-|n. 


Mr.  FMnnre  offered  a  resolution  to  terminate  de- 
hate  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  mnkiM- 
aiipropriations  fr,r  certain  fortilicnlions.  after  Ihe 
"me  shall  have  been  furl  her  consi.h-red  one  hour 
I  he  resolution  was  adapted  by  veas  81,  n.-^cs  67.        ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F;//,n„f  the  house  resolved  il- 
s»lf  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 


jourued. 

AfGcsT  17.  The  bill  for  the  relirf  of  the  repre- 
Eenlalivcs  ol  General  De  Kalb  was  reported  with 
anioiidmeiit. 

Tile  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of  Margaret  Blen- 
vieria;^selt  uas  taken  up,  and  laid  aside  as  She  had 
die. I  since  her  inein  ;ri.il  was  presenled. 

'I'ho  naval  pension  fund  bill  was  passed  bv  yeas  26 
nays  2.  The  repor'.  of  the  coinmillee  of  conference 
on  the  ar.iiy  appropriation  bill  was  concurred  in  by 
yeas  29,  nays  7.  '    ■' 

The  senate  then  at  1  o'clock  went  into  executive 
session  mi  the  subject  of  the  Uritish  treaty,  and  there- 
alter  adjourned 


MOUSE  OF  REPRESIC.N'TATIVr.S. 

TiiousDAV,  Ai;g.  II.  Mr.  Cavt  Johmnn  asked 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  lor  information: 

Resolved,  Tint  the  secretary  of  war  report  to  this 
house  at  Ihe  next  session  thp  nu  nbcr  of  resignations 
111  the  army  siare  the  1st  January  IS35,anJ  Ihe  causes 
ol  resi:,r|iat,on  as  far  as  kno.vii;  and  whether  any  of 
tnem  have  been  restored  to  the  armv,  and  to  what 
stations;  giving  the  names  of  the  officers  and  the  dates 
ofresi-iialion,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  each 
lor  anj  lime  or  any  cause  after  the  resignation,  and 
bciure  their  reslurelion. 

Mr.  .SV(ui/i(  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  over  for  a 
whi.e.  Mr.  C.  JJmsnn  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  I 
house  be  .suspended  for  the  purp  ise  of  considerhrr 
the  rcsobitiun.  And  the  question  being  taken  and  i\e- 
cided  in  the  affirmative,  (Iwo-tbinls  voting  therefor) 
the  niies  were  suspended.  The  resolution  being  now 
before  the  bouse,  and  the  question  being  on  its  adoD- 
tion —  '    I 

Mr.  Cnvf.Miisdn  demanded  the  previous  question 

Mr.  .^nioW  suggested  to  .Mr.  J.  so  to  modify  his  re- 
solution as  to  substitute  the  jear  "1S34"  for  -1035." 
Mr.  J.  modified  liii;  resolulioii  accordingly. 

iMr.  lifmsmlt  suggested  to  Mr.  J.  so  to'modify  Ihe 
resniuli  I,  as  to  designale  which  of  the  said  ollicers 
.lad  been  educated  at  West  Point  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. 

|A  voice:  "Oh  no!     That's  elap-trap."] 

Mr.  Julmson  modilied  the  rfsolulion  accordingly. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  there  was  a  liccond. 

'ihe  main  question  on  the  resolutiim  was  then  or- 
dered; and,  heing  lak.  n,  the  resolution  was  „do,,l»!. 

On   inolion  ol    Mr.  ISanuml.   and   bv  general  con- 
scut,  Ihe  house  proceeded  to  the  coiisideralioii  of  the 
1  jllnwuig  senate  bill: 
A.\  ACT  to  amen*   the   act  entitled  "an  act  siipplc- 

luinlary  to  the   act  entilletl  'an   act  to  amend  the 

jiidicKil  sysiciii  of  the  United  States.'" 

lie  it  ninctul  by  the  scniilc  and  liiiuc.e  of  reprcxcntal'ms 
nj  llie  UiiiUd  Sliitcs  if  .iliniricn  in  coiigrt.'s  msemhlid, 
'Hint  the  Imirth  circuit  shall  be  composed  of  the  dis' 
tricis  ,.1  Maryland,  Udaware  and  Virginia. 

1  he  tilth  circuit  shall  be  composed  of  the  districts 
of  Alabai.r.i  and   Louisiana. 

'i  i.e  siMh  ci.-ci.il  shail  be  composed  ofllic  districts 
of  Aorlh  Can.lina,  Sioiith  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  circuit  courts  in  the  district  of  \'irguiia'9ha!l 
be  holden  at  Richmond  on  the  liist  Monday  in  May 
ar,d  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November 


Union,  (Mr.  Hnp'dn,,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,)  and 
ivsnmed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations fir  certain  fortifications  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  18-12. 

The  pending  question  heing  on  Ihe  motion  of  Mr. 
Grahmn  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill  to 
the  house,  with  a  recommendation  //,„(  it  do  »nt  ,,„.s. 

Mr  Inom  and  Mr.  m,c  occupied  the  floor  until 
ine  hour  specified  arrived. 

words    'and  also  to   slate  how   A.nT  of  the  officers  I      A    /      '  '""^  "  «'^"'?'^i'''^'i  i"  Hie  normative. 
»  hr.  ,esi,.ned  were  educaled  at  W,"{  Point '"  cni?,,,      "'"  '^""^f'^"""  ""  3    point  of  order,  the 

Mr   S.  said  he  opp.sed  .his'resol^tirnb^ause  he    cordhigfr   ™"  ''""'  ""  ''"'""'"  '^^''^  '^P^^^  - 

'  IlK.  secretary  of  war  to  shovlbXfnvwI.  re  Wd^  r°'"  '^''.,^"?!"'-'''- rf-Pnrtment  in  relation  to  Ihe 

were  not  educated  at  West  Point      njVas  not  r,^  "J }^'   forlificalions,  and   the  unexpended 

lis  .amendment  would  hove  th^t  effec"lhe  Hd  br^e!  i  blXHows'"™"'  ''f  P™^'-'---     The   starement 

t^.HUon:;';;'^:?:^;^^^/^;'"'  ^^  — "<  -•>  '^■•i  ,  -T'-e  is-now  m  the  treasury,  applicable   to  the 

The  resolution  was  adopted  I  comnHl"lcr%"'''''''  ="'^i"'^l'"'ed  in    the   bill   of  the 

Mr.  Prc^f  moved  to  lake    up    the   tariff  bill   laid  ^  ^po  nl'T-n       T'c  ",'■'*    "'^^"''   ™'-^   ''"'   '"""    °f 

upon  the  table  yesterday.     Bv  yeas  82  noes    fli  th.    fn    P    !       J  T^  °^.  "'"  ''""  S103.1.56  is  applicable 

hou.e  refused  to  take  il  up.    "  ^        ^^'  ""''  '°^'         I  onK  <io«  0,0"''";";:'''""'^   '•"r  all   the  other  works 

1  he  house  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  resolved  '  providr.fl  lor '"  '  ^"^'"''  "''''""'"^  ^'^   ""^  J'^t 

:l;fr-,:='::;^,;;:^;^;;;^l;-f/™-ededto|      M.  bis  ow„  impression  wa,  that  in  the 

The  firlification    bill    was   accordii  '   y  discussed  ^'^Xc  I  Th-""^  -  '"'Tr^*'''" '''''    ''"""'^  ^^e 

and  variously  modified  and  amended  ar.d  the  que  t  o^   t  was  see  ,  w^  ""     ^^  ""="  '"'''  ^'''^''-  """' 

henig  then  on  n  motion  to  rise  and  report.     ^  I  wou  d    be  adopted     "hIT^'T.I"  "'r''''^^  T'""" 

ho!  '■       T/'T  "■"'"<'  "^''  "'^  ''"'  ''^  '■-•P"^'^'!  ">  'he    ^o^ise  w-^uld  CO  sert  to   tife  ^0'!',  '^'"^^°rV  "k'V'I'.^ 

Mr    ir.  W.  /nrin  rose  to  ask  to  be  excused  from  'l-ea'din'''   "'"  "''''''''   '°   ^'  '"^'"''''  '"'  =»  ""^1 

;:":d?,d;^::;:"tssa  :t^!d:ir:r;;r^:  zt'  ^  thi^thT';;^,''^  '"^  ^^--^  '^'"^  ^•='^''-  ---^ 

I     The  house  then  adjourned.  "'"'•       j  bVl  w„f  ""iT  "'""   '"'c  "."^  P-'-'P^^'^  "^  P'^^i"?  '^e 

lu/v:-^;f  r- '^-  d  T  fp-'--— ^  that  ^^"'Mii^'v^r  ^y;'-!tlt:?:^L:rT'l^:^:;;r 

tl  e     ,,  ,,ncj,    occasioned    by  tlie   resignation  of   Mr.    <''e  house  adjourned^  '  "'ereupon 

Uie  vrJ':Z^Z;:!:t\:^':^.J^';lf^"  ?      S...Hr,.v,  Auo^sT  13.     Mr.  fH.,  on  leave  given, 
poinfmeol  of  Mr.  L^on^anT  ^'  rT    \^  .TIT'^  °"  "^"'  ='"'^'''«'  '"  "'hich  wa 

Mr.  J.  R.  I„s,rsoll,  on  leave  "iven  from  the  com  lf,r,  .i^"  *""  ^^'^  "'"'  ^'^""'"^  '^"'i^''"'  "^x  3-='  to 
mitiee  of  ways"  and  'ineaiis.™re"porre/r  1  ?rom  a';y  of'  u!  uTeHMt'  ""  ""' ," VT"""''-^  '"  "'« 
the  senate  entitled  "an  act  to  define  and  regulate  t°ie    aiunidmj  ts  "  '  '^'""'^'"^  ""^  '^"'^  "'"*' 

fiscal  year  of  the  treasury  of  the    United   States  "  ;      Mr    rr-     '.,.   1 
wilhoul  amendment.  e    uniieu   Slates,    1      Mr.  ri  ,sc,  on  leave  given,  from   the  commitlce  on 

Mr.  ir.  Co,..,  J„u,on  gave  notice  thai  he  would  to-  '  the  scnTlc'of  'nic'foH  '    '"''  of"  ''^"'-"''^'"^  fr'"" 

3;;;:immbn::fV:i'™'"7'"''" '" '''"« two,wm,rio,:nJ.!;:,!c!'r^° ''''"■  ■■^p-'^'^  •>'--- 

bedis,ribiitr^"^ml^ti:r;,:?ef:n5"^:;;::;::t  In'an^^arci:;,'"'^  '^'"'^""-'^  in  the  army,  navy 

nt,  ihi  s;^:;™cc;:?;!;r™e  ^:;::s1:j;:^;]:-:;;;-  L;tt:d'^:;^.r^^^'''^^  ''--^  "^^-^-^  °^  '^<= 


An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  in- 
struction in  the  naval  service  of  the  Unite.l  Stales. 

On  the  siiggesiion  of  the  .s-/)caA-fr,  and  by  sreneral 
consent,  a  number  of  scnalc  hills  on  Ihe  speaker's  ta- 


I  1  ■,,         :.         -I '"^'^"  t"  IOC  consiaeraiion  01  thi 

bill   making  appropriations  for  sites  for  marine  hos- 
pilnis  on  the  western  waters. 

p,;:'w^a^.:;;!';i,f^^^;r;t^':^-rrt^[;;^^^^ 

and    the  hill  passel   by  yea,  76  noes  51  '  I  ,■,",  1"''' "■  r^f "''"!."'."  "^  ^"""'^  ^''"  l^^,  heing  a 

t      The  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  loss  of  '  t  H  o        T!    "'^  ■''"'T'"'"^'   ■'"''  °^  '^^^^     ^he  bill 

eJp^ir^Jxjif^il-s 

nfeiit  :,o?l  ordering   iU:^  r^l^-^^:^""^;;   ll^)-;:  h  .'^Mr'^"  roh'iect  ■f'^  '"  "^'^  ™^''  ^'" 

;r  ^i':Xr?0.^"-="^^^''  '■••  ^-^  '^-^  "'"  P--^  "^  l      «"  P'^^'"'tn!:^X^,.  ru,es  being,  by  a 

Mr.  InrrenioH  moved  to  snsopml   ti,»  „  ,i„     r,         i  ^*"e  "I  two  thirds,  suspended  for  Ihe  purpose). 'the 


proviile  revenue  fr.)m' imports. 

The  question  to  suspend  the  rules  being  taken 
they  were  not  suspended:  the  vote  being,  yeas  43 
nays  1 18.  °    •*  ' 


hill,  the  title  of  which  is  as  lob..,.,; 

"An  act  furlhcr  supplemenlary  to  an  ifct,  entitled 
•an  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
btates,'  passed  tb    34th  of  September,  17S9." 
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Tlie  bi)l  was  read,  and,  no  debate  arising,  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  [at  this  time],  and  was  read 
a  third  time  and  jyasr.ed. 

The  resolutions  Lffered  hy  Mr.  Cooper  in  relation 
to  call  for  infuraialion  IVoiii  the  executive  and  tlie 
suhslitutc  tlier-einiti)  offered  by  Mr.  Everett,  beins;  ta- 
ken up,  .ill-  ir.  IV.  Irii'in  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
suliject  (in  the  lalilc.  His  motion  was  negatived  hy 
yea's  61,  nays  105. 

Mr.  Carulhers  had  moved  to  amend  the  first  of  the 
third  resolutions,  by  insertins;  alter  the  words  "the 
executiie"  the  words  "and  heads  of  departments;" 
and  by  a  correspondinj;  amendment  making  the  re- 
solution rend  "his  or  their." 

Air.  Ciirvlhers''  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Evirelt's  amendinenl  was  (by  a  vote  of  62 
yeas,  104  najs)  rejected. 

The  qucsii,>n  was  then  taken  on  each  resolution 
separaleiv  (see  pai!:e  366)  and  the  first  was  adopted 
by  yeas  142,  nays  8,  the  second  was  adopted  by  yeas 
94,  nays  64,  and  the  third  was  adopted  by  yeas  83, 
nays  59. 

Mr.  For/cc  called  up  the  motion  submitted  by  him 
yesterday  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  en- 
titled an  act  to  amend  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  or  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States',"'  approved 
the  ISthol'january,  1S37. 

The  vote  vvas  accorJin,4ly  reconsidered  and  after 
remarks  the  bill  was  passed  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Aiigust  15.  Mr.  iV.  Cost  Jotuison,  in 
pursuance  of  notice  heretofore  given,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  of  the  following  title: 

"A  bill  to  meet  all  the  current  and  contingent  lia- 
bilities of  the  government  by  raising  revenue  from 
imports;  to  benefit  tlie  groAcr  of  grain  and  tobacco, 
by  countervaiiing  and  reciprocal  duties  on  articles 
specified;  to  prevent  abuses  in  tiie  collection  and  dis- 
bui'semeiit  oi  the  revenues,  oy  requiring  the  gross 
amount  to  be  paid  at  once  into  the  treasury,  to  he 
drawn  out  only  by  law;  to  prevent  defalcations,  by 
requiring  purchasers  of  public  lauds,  and  importers 
of  dutiauie  goods,  to  place  tlic  amount  to  be  paid  the 
government  in  government  depositories  or  in  the 
treasury,  at  once,  to  the  credit  of  tlie  government, 
and  to  receive  a  receipt  of  payment  from  the  receiv- 
ers upon  presentation  of  the  cerliiieate  of  s.ich  depo- 
sile;  to  benefit  the  states  and  increase  the  capital  of 
the  nation,  by  aulliorisiiig  the  issue,  upon  the  ' 
the  goveriuaent,  of  two  nuiidred  millions  of 
nieiit  stock  of  denominations  of  not  less  th.iii  one 
hundred  nor  exceeding  one  tliou'-and  dollars,  to  be 
divided  among  the  slates,  the  territories  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  upon  the  basis  of  federal  numbers; 
and  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  distribulion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  saies  of  the  public  lands  until  the 
redemption  of  the  stock  tjy  the  government." 

Mr.  Uuriiard  objected. 

Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson  (objection  being  made)  moved 
that  the  rules  of  the  house  ue  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eiuioling  him  to  otter  the  following  resolution: 

RcsolotU,  That  a  select  co.nmittee  of be  ap- 
pointed, wiih  instructions  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  reporting  the  loUowing  bill. 

Mr.  J.  asked  the  yeas   and    nays   on  the  motion, 
which  were  refused.     And  tlie  question  being  taken,  '  P^se 
the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  i-aics.  j 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Joh 
ble  a  memorial,  Signed  by  a  iarge  nuniuer  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  of  all  pursuits  of  useful  business, 
praying  congress  to  issue  t»vo  hundred  millions  of  go- 
veriiineni  stock,  to  be  divided  among  the  states  and 
terntori.  s,  and  pledging  the  revenues  of  the 

unt  for  the  pay 


Thp  committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  hill  to  aniead  and  consolidate  the  several  acts 
concerning  navy  pensions  and  for  other  purposes. 

After  some  debate,  the  committee,  on  motion  of 
Mr  tV.  B.  Campbell,  r(«e,  and  the  chairman  report- 
ed the  bill  in  relation  to  pr./fessors  of  malhr-niatics, 
and  progress  on  the  other  bills  which  had  been  un- 
der consideration.     And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tdesd.w,  Aug.  16.  Mr.  IF'.  C.  Jnkmon  laid  on 
the  table  a  memorial  signed  by  a  large  nuaiber  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  praying  congress  to  iacrease 
the  sound  capital  of  the  nation  and  to  benefit  the 
the  states  by  issuing  two  hundred  millions  of  govern- 
ment stork,  and  to  pass  a  wise  t.iriff  law. 

Mr.  Mmis,  from  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  the 
president's  veto  message,  presented  a  report  and  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  /?o/(s  suggested  that,  if  agreeable,  the  gentle- 
man from  Alassachusetts,  should  read  it  himselt". — 
The  speaker  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts desired,  the  chair  supposed  there  would  he  no 
objectiim.  Mr.  Aduiivi  had  no  wish,  he  said,  upon 
the  subject.  But  if  the  house  desired  him  to  read 
the  report  he  would  do  so. 

Mr.  Adams  then  rose,  and,  in  a  firm  and  distinct 
tone  of  voice  audible  in  every  part  of  the  hall  read 
his  report,  [see  page  395J,  and  having  concluded  its 
reading,  moved  that  the  report  and  the  two  other  re- 
ports \vhich  had  been  or  were  about  to  be  made,  be 
printed;  and  that  the  resolution  at  the  close  of  the  re- 
port of  (he  majority  of  the  committee  be  made  the 
special  order  of  the  d  ly  for  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Rnyner  rose  and  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  that  motion. 

.Mr.  Gidnrr  claimed  the  floor.  And  the  S|OtnJrrt*dc- 
cided  that  Mr.  G.  vvas  entitled  to  it,  and  Mr.  GUiner, 
from  the  minority  of  the  said  select  committee,  made, 
in  his  own  behalf,  a  counter-report,  which  he  read 
from  his  place.     Mr.  G.  having  concluded— 

Mr.  C.  /.  Ingcrsall,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  as- 
sociate on  the  committee,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  submitted 
"a  protest  against  the  elaborate  report  of  the  majo- 
rity," which  Mr.  I.  read  from  his  place. 

The  reading  of  all  the  reports  having  been  con- 
cluded— 

Mr.  .idums  modified  his  motion  so  as  include  the 
printing  with  the  reports  of  the  bill  itself  and  the 
ft  "ri  president's  veto  message  thereon, 
thofp  ,       .. 

/erii-  I  Alter  a  brief  conversation,  the  question  on  the  mo- 
'  dified  motion  of  Mr.  Adanis  was  taken,  (without  the 
interposition  of  the  previous  question),  and  the  three 
reports,  with  the  bill  and  the  veto  message,  were  or- 
dered to  b  printed,  and  the  resolution  appended  to 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  was  made 
the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  house  now  take  up  from 
the  speaker's  table  the  revenue  bill  lately  returned 
by  the  president  with  his  objections.  The  question 
being  taken,  Mr.  /Vise's  ootion  was  decided  in  the 
negative  by  yeas  9S,  noes  104. 

Ptir.  Stanhj,  on  leave,  made  a  report  from  the  joint 

committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 

the  two  houses  on  the  bill  fro.n  the  senate  "rospect- 

ini  the  orga.iizalion  of  the  army  and  for  other  pur- 

whicli  was  read. 

Mr.   C.  Jjhnson  and   Mr.   C.dhom  expressed   the 


,.  ,,,       1     J    1   •!        ,1,    .       opinion  that  the  gentlemen  composing  the  committee 
,  ot   Maryland,  laid  on  the  ta-  i  J(.  „„„f„euce  had  not  reflected  the  tnie  will  of  the 
house  in  restricting  the  extent  of  the  reduction  of  the 
army. 

The  question  was  then  taki-n  and  the  report  of  the 
mmitiee   of  conierenee,  by   yeas  97   nays  6b",  vva> 
ganizaf 


ntof  the    interest   and  the  pro- i  •^O'""^"'"'"'^'' ii '""' '■''^  ti'" '"■''''*P'^'-'^'"3 
ceedsolthe   puuiic   lands   lor   the  discharge  of   the    of  the  army"  awaits  only  the  signature  of  the  presi- 
Iso,  alarillofauilieienlduties;and|d<^'i' li^  become  a  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  v,  hole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  J.R.  IiigersoU  in  the  chair). 

ed  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 


principal;  urging,  also,  a  larill'of  suilieienlduties;aiii 
maintaining  that  the  plan  is  important  an  a  measure 
calculated  to  relieve  the  government,  to  relieve  ac 
oppressed  people,  and  beneiit  the  slates  in  their  em^ 
bairaSMiients. 


Mr.  Ft/im.. 


Tiie  hou.^e  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  and 'joint  eoinuiiltce  of  conference  on   the  disagreeing 
proceeded  to  the  coiisideralion  of  the  bill  to   provide  ,  votes  of  the  two  houses  on  the  army  appropriation 
lurther  remedial  justice  iii   tlie  courts  of  the  United  'bill. 
Stales.  I      The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  report  was  read 

iMr.  Barnard  addressed  the  committee  till  the  ex-  ;  by  the  clerk, 
piralion  of  the  hour.  |      Mr.  C.  Johnson  hoped  the  report  would  not  be  con- 

Afler  remarks  from  Messrs.  Floyd,  Gordon, Everett,  j  curred  in. 
Smif^i,  ul  va.,  6te.  the  furllier   consideration    of  the  i      The  question  being  taken  the  report  was  concurred 
bill  was  postponed   for  ihe  present   by  yeas  73,  nays  i  in  without  a  division,  and  Ihe  committee  rose  and  re- 
6d.  j  ported  the  bill  to  the  house,  and  the  house  then  con- 

On   motion  of  Mr.  fVise  the  bill  to  reorganize  the    curred  in  its  various  details, 
navy  departmsiit  of  the   U.   States,  wiiich  had  been;      Mr.  IF.  C.  JoAiisoti  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 


repvirleu   Irom   the  naval  coin.nittee  wim  certain  a- 
niendiiie!. 
Mr.  ^.^ 


1  up. 


(!-o|4os.d  Ih 
ily  laid  asi.U 


bill  at  some  length,  and  tht 
viili-.iul  action. 


enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  to  refer  to  a  select 
com;nittee  his  proposed  bill  of  yesterday.  By  noes 
122,  yeas  a,  the  house  refused  io  suspend  Ihe  rules. 
I      Mr   Burntird   made  a  motion   to   terniinale  debate 


ihe  bi.i  lixiiig  the  naval  rank  of  professors  of  ma-  in  committee  on  the  bill  to  provide  farther  remedial 
themalics  was  taken  up,  discussed  and  laid  aside  to  .justice.  Mv.  Bowne  moved  that  the  house  adjourn 
be  reported.  I  and  the  liouse  adjourned- 


Wr.DN-ESD.yT,  Anc.  17.     Mr.   McKennan.  of  Penn. 
nved  to    suspend  the   rules  for  the   purpose  of  re- 
ccivinii  the  following  resolution; 

fl'unlred,  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  a  new  reve- 
nue hill  ill  the  form  of  the  bill  rctiinied  'vith  the  ob- 
jcriinnsof  the  pr?sident,  wilh  the  exceplion  of  the 
27th  section,  and  Ihe  items  imposing  a  duty  upon  lea 
nd  coffee.  A  call  of  the  house  was  first  ordereii. 
The  motion  was  renewed  to  suspend  the  rules  to  re- 
ceive the  resoluiion.  The  vote  was:  for  suspetisior 
103;  against  it,  85.  ' 

Mr.  Charles  Brmrn,  of  Penn.  moved  that  the  rules 
of  the  house  be  suspended  in  order  to  go  iut  >  c  .in- 
mittce  of  the  whole  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  bill  from  the  judiciary  legalizing  the  existing  re- 
Mr.  Broioii  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  iinon  the 
motion  to  suspend,  and  the  motion  was  lost  113  to  81. 

Mr  Fillmore  m'lved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
hy  which  two-thirds  had  declined  to  receive  the  re- 
solution oH'ered  by  Mr.  Jif?Kennnn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  again  ordered,  and  the 
vote  was  130  to  70.  The  vote  having  been  reconsi- 
dered, finally  a  new  motion  was  submitted  hv  Mr. 
jVcKenmm  to  suspend  the  rules.  Tlie  yeas  and  nays 
were  again  ordered,  and  the  vote  was  122  to  72,  not 
two-thirds. 

Mr.  AJims  now  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day 
which  were  the  resolution  concluding  his  report,  and 
the  reports  of  the    committee  of  thirteen    members. 

Mr.  H'm.  C- Johnson  timyed  to  take  the  revenue 
hill  from  the  table,  wilh  a  view  to  proceed  to  its  re- 
consideration. The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  prevailed, a  maj'uiiy 
now  only  being  required  for  that  purpose.  The  vole 
was  123  to  77. 

Mr.  yo/msoi  was  entitled  to  the  fljor,  hiving suV 
mittcd  the  motion.  He  addressed  the  comiiittee  at 
length  upon  his  own  course  of  action  at  the  present 
session  nf  congress,  which  he  conceived  had  been 
misunderstood,  and  was  highly  imnorlant.  The 
land  distribution  system  was  defended,  and  to  create 
a  government  stock  for  the  relief  of  the  stales  based 
upon  the  public  lands.  Mr.  .hhnson  said  he  voted 
against  Ihe  movement  this  morning  to  strike  out  the 
27lh  section,  but  he  was  ready  to  strikeout  dislrihu- 
lion  if  the  house  was  ready  to  insert  a  better  clause 
in  place  of  it. 

Mr.  Arnold,  of  Tenn.,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  main  question  was  ordered  hy  acclama- 
tion, and  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  question  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution  "shall  the  hill  pass  not- 
withstanding the  objections  of  the  president."  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  a  call  from  the  spe.ik- 
er,  no  motion  being  necessary.  A  number  were  ab- 
sent not  expecting  that  the  question  v.-ould  he  taken. 
The  vote  was  91  in  favor  of  the  bill,  anil  87  against 
it.  As  it  required  two-thirds  to  pass  it,  it  was  of 
course  negatived. 

The  reports  from  the  committee  of  thirteen  were 
made  the  next  order  of  business. 

Mr.  Adams  addressed  the  house  for  five  or  ten  mi- 
nutes upon  the  subject  nf  the  veto  power.  He  did 
not,  he  said,  desire  to  debate  the  subject.  It  was  ar- 
gued in  the  resolution  which  he  proposed.  The 
country,  he  intimated,  might  hitherto  have  bi'en  ad- 
verse to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion, hut  sentiment  was  no  longer  in  conformity 
wilh  this  opinion.  He  had  been  theoretically  in  fa- 
vor of  the  veto  power,  but  he  couM  not  stand  its  re- 
pealed exercise.  It  was  an  abuse  of  power,  perni- 
cious in  its  practice,  and  if  tolerated  would  lead  to  a 
di'^iru-ti  111  of  k:,'islative  independence,  ll  was  in 
Iniif  a  qiir-lion  whether  the  executive  should  pos- 
sess liiiuMdf  of  the  whole  legislative  po'ver. 

Mr.  R'Hisevelt,  uf  N.  Y.,  spoke  hrielly  in  ilefenoe  of 
the  course  of  the  minority,  and  in  favor  of  an  early 
adjournment,  and  concluded  with  a  moti.in  for  the 
previous  question.  To  the  previous  queslion  there 
was  a  second.  The  main  question  was  ordered,  and 
a  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  report  upon  the  table, 
with  the  resolution.  This  was  negatived,  101  to  85, 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  report  and  reso- 
lution proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution. 

A  division  vvas  called  I'or,  and  the  report  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  100  to  80.  A  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  was  made  by  Mr.  Sprigg,  and  rejected. 

Thequeslion  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on  the 
resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  in  relation  to  the 
veto  power,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  Here  called. 

The  result  wa-,  ayes  93,  nays  90.  As  the  coiislilu- 
tioii  requires  t.vo  tliirds  to  accord  in  any  alteration 
cd"  the  constitution,  of  course  the  resolution  icds 
j  rejecU-d. 

I  .Mr.  T.  F.  Marshall  moved  a  reconsideraliou  ■  f 
:  the  vole,  but  suhsequeiitly  witlidreiv  it.  It  n  us  iv- 
'  nevvod  hy  Mr.  Wise,  who  then  spoke  fur  an  hour  on 
i  the  subject,  and  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn, 
I  which  prevailed' 
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Americans  AT  TUL  Sandwich  Islands.  A  laic  num- 
ber oI  ilie  Polyni;s-ian,  a  piper  |iulili=lip(i  or  recently 
published  at  theS;itidwicli  Islands. eitiii.ales  ihc  num- 
bt-^r  uf  Ainericans  in  those  islands,  includiiigciiililren, 
111  nearly  600,  wliich  is  more  than  ihe  aagregale  of  all 
other  foreigrrers.  The  amount  of  iiropcrfy  held  in  the 
islands  hv  ihose  COO  Americans  isesiimaied  at  l.OOU.OUO 
dolliirs.  Besides  this,  a  great  amount  of  American  pro- 
perly is  coiisianily  a:  the  islands,  connected  with  'he 
whale  fi---hing-  In  the  year  1340,  according  to  the  con- 
.sul  ir  returns,  $4,000,1*15  of  .-Vmerican  property  touched 
al  Tuheiie,  in  the  Society  islands.  The  Polynesian  men- 
tions these  and  other  facts  as  showing  the  importance  of 
more  frequent  visits  from  our  ships  of  war  to  those  seas. 
It  also  recominends  the  establishment  of  an  American 
naval  depot  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Ban'k  ite.ms.  O.'Hcial  statements  show  the  banks  of 
Ohio  to  be  in  a  sound  condition,  having,  by  the  report 
for  June,  nearly  two  dollars  in  spede  to  every  three  in 


ulutU 


Circulation 

$l,iri3  301  00 

l,1852afi  50 

1,314  633  00 

,  the   banks  in   that 


Specie. 
April,  $713  607  06 

Mav,  577,683  49 

June.  8-25  010  00 

The   Wheeling,  Va    'I'nnes  say 
place  will  resume  wnh  the  other  banks  of  the  stale,  on 
the  15;li  September  next. 

T/ie  banks  of  Tennnessee  have  aniicipnicd  the  period 
proposed  {or  resumption,  and  are  now  pa\ing  specie  for 
their  liabiliiies. 

The  attorney  general  of  Louisiana  has  insliluted  pro- 
ceedings, in  the  name  of  ih*^  sinie,  aijainst  the  Ciiizens', 
the  Conso'idaied,  the  Commercial,  and  the  Canal  bank, 
of  New  Orleans,  for  alledgcd  violations  of  the  bank  law 
passed  at  ihe  last  session  of  ihe  legislature. 

BRtTisH  West  India  Islands.  An  official  paper  re- 
cenily  subniitred  to  parliatneni,  gives  the  tolal  ex|»en- 
diiure  lor  militarv,  civil,  and  navtrr  esiablishmenis  in  ihe 
Briiish  West  India  Islands  for  a  single  year,  at  337,970 
pounds. 

BiiiVKiiR  IIii.L  .MONU-MiixT.  The  cap-stone  is  laid,  but 
some  lime  will  elapse  ere  the  work  will  be  finished,  as 
there  is  yet  much  to  be  done.  In  the  inean  lime,  visi- 
tors, fir  a  small  fee  are  furnished  with  lights,  and  permit- 
rnited  lo  ascend  ihe  lop  of  the  structure.  Arrangements 
have  also  been  made  lo  convey  persons  by  stenm.  in  a 
perfectly  safe  and  expeditious  mnniier, through  the  laige 
cyiindriciil  aperture  in  the  centre,  or  well  room,  to  ihe 
upper  story  of  the  monument.  [MercnnHleJour. 

Cotton.  The  first  of  the  new  crops  reached  New 
Orleans  on  ihe  27th  ult. 

Madras,  (India)  April  \&th.  "Very  favorable  accounts 
of  Ihe  cotton  e.\periineni  have  again  reached  us  from 
Coinibaiore,  ihe  pickings  now  innouniing  lo  from  oOO  to 
600  pounds  daily.  The  pusent  crop,  though  a  poor  one, 
nas  iiiucli  more  show  than  the  native  crops  in  the  vicini- 
ty, alihoiuh  ii  is  now  pretty  certain  thai  the  cotton  crops 
in  the  soiitn  will  ih's  year  prove  in  most  cases  a  failure. 
The  comparative  success  of  the  American  seeds  is, 
liieiefore,  very  satisfactory,  for  although  sown  a  month 
or  s,A  weeks  too  iaie.  It  ia  no.v  equally  forward  with  the 
native  eoiion.  .Should  next  season  prove  a  favorable 
one  tor  ilic  cotton  crops,  we  are  informed  tiiat  a  produce 
oi  1,000  bales  of  iVmerican  cotton  is  by  no  means  im- 
probable '' 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  in  Ntw  Yvrk  223,  of 
winch  122  were  under  two  years  of  age,  and  8  were  co- 
lured  person.s.  In  Philadelphia  V2ri,  of  which  69  were 
under  two  years  of  age,  and  7  were  colored  people. 

Elections.  t^Oith  Carolina.  A  decided  majority  of 
Van  liuren  nieinbers  are  elected  to  boih  houses.  The 
wh'g  candidate  for  governor,   Morefitad,  is  re-elected. 

'I'hc  general  result  is  ascertained  from  Illiii.ns.  Mis- 
Boiiri.  and  Alabama  all  of  winch  rein.lin  decidedly  Van 
Buren,  In  Indiana  iliu  result  remniiis  very  doubiful.— 
K'niiicky  lias  clecied  ii  decided  whig  iniijority  of  mcin-  I 
hers  to  the  legislature. 

Emiok*nts.  The  iinmher  of  emigrnnis  that  had  ar- 
rived at  Quebec  to  ihe  30ih  ult.  was  36.127.  During  the 
same  period  last  year,  ilie  iirrivals  were  13,249. 

It  ha.s  sevenil  linies  lately  been  stated  ihatsoine  of  the 
emigiiinLs  who  have  come  lo  this  country  for  the  pur- 
pose »>f  einploynieiU,  have  returned  to  England,  being 
•  niible  10  procure  work  here.  The  ship  Adirondack, 
f  im  New  York,  carried  out  two  hundred  and  twenty 
sieeritje  pai-sengers. 

A  bile  Liverpool  paper  says  ihat  the  alarm  produced 
by  111-  change  in  the  coin  laws,  hasgiven  a  greai  impe- 
tus o  ciiiigiaiion,  and  in  all  tho  principal  Iris^i  pori.s, 
veiirl .  are  Inking  passengers  forCiin;ida  and  the  Uiiiied 


perary,  have  arrived  at  Limerick  for  embarkation.— 
"Taken  aliogeiher,"  says  Ihe  Limerick  Chronicle  of  the 
y:h,  "we  have  never  seen  in  any  one  month  such  a  mul- 
htude  of  respectable  farmers  and  mechanics,  the  former 
clas^i  preponderating,  as  arrived  this  spring  to  emigrate 
from  iheir  native  shores  to  Am^'ica." 

ExcHA.NSE.  N.  York  on  London  remains  at  106J  a 
107:  on  France  5  36;  Hos'on,  Philadehihia  and  Baltimore 
at  p?.r;  North  Carolina  21  S  a  2  2-3;  Virginia  2  1-8  a 
•i  3-8;  Charleston  1  3-8  a  1  5  8:  .Savannah  1  5-8  a  I  3  4; 
Columbus  30  35;  Apalachicola  1  1-2  a2;  Tu.'-caloosa  and 
.Montgomery  30  a  32;  Mobile  39  a  40,  New  Orleans 
(>pecie)^  a  1  premiiini;  Nashville  6;  Louisville  2J  a  3; 
.St.  Louis,  specie  3  a  4;  Cincinnati  4  a  41. 

Fair  of  the  American  institute.  The  managers  of 
this  institution  have  taken  Niblo's  Garden,  New  York, 
and  are  engaged  in  making  extensive  preparations  for 
their  appronching  anniversary  on  the  lOih  of  October, 
where  tlieir  loth  fair  will  be  held.  One  hundred  and 
tweniy  five  premiums  have  already  been  deiermined  on 
by  the  agricultural  bor.rd,  to  he  be-towed  on  agricultural 
and  horticuliural  productions,  besides  discieiionary  pre- 
iniuins.  Premiums  will  also  be  awarded  in-  agricultural 
and  horiicLiltnral  machines  and  implenienis,  and  for 
ploughing.  And  for  an  immense  variety  ■  f  articles  from 
those  multitudes  of  occupaiions  which  fill  ibe  great  sa- 
loons and  the  proiwenade,  the  machine  room  and  the 
wing,  and  their  appurieiianee?.  An  adiless  will  be  de- 
livered on  this  occasion,  by  ihe  rev.  J.  O.  Choules,  weil 
known  as  a  practical  and  scientific  agriculturist,  and 
highly  competent  for  this  undertaking. 

Flour  Prior s  declined.  $4  75  would  be  vWllingly 
taken  at  Balinnore.  The  in-.^pecti.ms  of  last  v\'eek con- 
sisted of  16  054  bbls.  and  1,071  half  bbls. 

Meteors  were  observed  this  year  to  be  numerous  on 
the  nii'hisof  the  9;h  and  lOih  of  August,  as  usual.  At 
New  Haven  79  svere  eonoied  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  9ih. 

Public  LANDS.  For  the  last  eight  years  the  proceeds 
of  lire  land  sales  have  been  as  follows: 


San 


pr 


has  been 
sed  in  any  lonneryear.  lliiheiio  the  bulk  of  em- 
i  liad  he.ii  ja-isona  of  very  liniilcd  ineiins,  hut  at 
I     1,.    1  1-.    1       lile'y   dillereiii.     Th^  fur  larger 

I .11       ,.iu' are   re.-^peciablc  and  solvent 

.^.  ri,  ,  i;-  |,  .,  .,'^,  who  had  held  their  land  at 
itain.  I'.  '  oii:^;  hilt  having  taken  it  into  Iheir 
that  Sir  llol'eri  Peel's  measures  will  ruin  the 
ig  interests  in  Ireland,  have  deierniined  before  the 
storm  breaks,  to  sell  off  their  all.  and  seek  new  Jiabiiii- 
lions  and  seitleinents  eitlii:r  in  the  ilriiish  American  co- 
lonies or  ilie  United  Slates.  Immense  numbers  ol  emi- 
grnn'i,  from  the  cuntice  of  Clare,  Kerry,  Cork  nnd  Tip- 


he 


1833  S4.972  000  i    1837  $7,000,000 

1834  6,099  000  (  IS33  4.3  i5,D0O 
1S33  16  999,1)00  1  1-139  6  464.0UO 
1S36  25,067,000  |    1840  2,252  000 

The  whole   amount  for  the   eight  years  being  more 

than  :?72  000,000,  or  on  an  average,  89,000,000  per  an- 
num. 

REVOLiinoNARy  Heroes.  G.meral  John  K.  Smilh, 
expired  at  his  residence  in  Portland,  Maine,  on  the  6ih 
insiani,  in  his  S9ili  year  of  age, — an  officer  of  high 
standing  in  the  army,  conspicuous  for  bravery  and  pru- 
dence. 

The  Lockpjrl  Democrat  announces  the  denth  of  Ma- 
jor Uiehard  Ayer,  of  Boston,  Erie  county.  New  York, 
aged  81  years.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  revolulion,  and 
was  originally  from  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Revenue  The  largest  amount  of  revenue,  froin  the 
coniinenee'nient  of  our  ravernment  up  to  the  present 
lime,  has  been  derived  from  duties  on  goods  imported 
from  foreign  countries.  About  8747,000,000  of  the 
whole  amount  has  come  from  that  source.  From  the 
public  lands,  over  S10;),OOJ,000,  and  from  dividends  on 
bank  stock,  &c.  more  than  S22  000,000.  Only  about 
812,000,000  were  derived  from  direct  taxation. 

Steamers.  Mr.  Adams,  from  the  commiiiee  on  fo- 
reign affairs,  to  whom  had  beeu  referred  the  message  of 
the  president  relaiive  10  a  proposiiion  from  ihe  French 
government  lo  e'oiabhsh  a  line  of  steam  packets  to  ply 
oeiween  New  York  and  Havre,  made  a  report  accom- 
panied by  a  resoliiiion  which  was  adopted.  It  requests 
ihe  president  lo  cau>e  a  report  to  be  drawn  up  by  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  by  the  next  session  of  congrei^s, 
relative  to  the  aforesaid  plan,  together  with  ihe  probable 
expense  of  the  same. 

The  Great  Western  left  New  York  with  a  fair  propor- 
tion of  pnsseniiers.  Anion^sl  whom  was  capt.  Wright. 
H.  Griiaimic  Majesty's  special  messenger,  bearer  o.filie 
treaty  signed  by  the  plenipoieniiaries  and  now  awaiting 
the  ratification  of  ihe  two  governments.  M.  Bacourt, 
th'eesieemed  minisier of  France  to  the  tJniied  Slates, 
M.  RiCARDO,  the  London  banker,  and  several  olBcers  of 
thcBiiii-^h  army.  The  rev.  Mr.  Pisii.  fornier'y  of  .Ma- 
ryland, but  now  of  New  York,  also  went  as  a  passen- 
ger. 

The  West  India  Mail  Steamers.  A  lale  number 
of  the  British  Uniied  Suites  Service  Joijrmil  announces 
ihal  for  some  nine  past  the  losses  of  the  company  owniii" 
these  fteamers  have  not  fallen  short  of  Xl.OOOper  diem: 
that  ihe  .'oniraelors  hnvo  solicited  the  adinirafty  to  re- 
II.  ve  iiiein  from  ihein  responsibilities:  that  it  is  likely  the 
adniiialiy  will  purchase  the  boats;  and  lhat,  in  thucouise 
of  ..Inly,  the  entire  service  will  be  placed  under  the  dii'cc- 
tion  of  the  board. 

A  steamboat  named  the  Bangor,  was  advertised  lo 
sail  from  Boston  for  Gibraltar  and  Constantinople.  The 
fiire  to  Gibraliar  is  9S0;  lo  Constantinople  8123. 

The  canal  steam  packet  Gallant,  intended  to  ply  from 
Georgetown  to  the  Greri  Falls,  is  said  to  work  »ell,  bui 
wanis  .speed — makes  only  five  miles  per  hour. .  It  is  sai.l 
this  will  be  remedied. 

STE,\MBnAT  LEXINGTON.  The  divcrs  have  found  ihe 
remuma  of  I  his  ill-fated  sleainer,  and  have  thoroughly 
eiaminf.d  the  offer  pari  of  the  hold.     The  i;enlre  was 


coveted  by  a  part  of  the  bow,  which  had  broken  off 
near  ihe  engine  and  fallen  over  upon  it.  There  is  no 
sand  in  the  ship,  and  noihing  to  prevent  her  being  rais- 
ed, though  she  lies  in  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  water. 
Tne  iron  chest  on  board  contained  a  large  sum  ol  mo- 
ney in  specie  and  notes.  No  bodies  have  been  discover- 
ed. Arrangements  are  now  making  to  raise  her  imme- 
'd  lately. 

Silk.  The  machinery  for  the  manutacture  of  silk  in 
the  .Sing  Sing  prison.  New  York,  is  ready  for  operation. 
It  promises  lair.     Thev  give  S3  a  bushel'for  cocoons. 

Silk  in  Ohio.  Mr.  John  W.Gill,  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
Hamiliou  County,  Ohio,  manufactured  during  the  last 
year  upwards  of  S9,000  worth  of  silk  goods.  Hia  clear 
profit  on  tile  capital  invested  was  ten  percent.  He  hai 
three  large  cocooneries,  and  commenced  this  season  to 
feed  upwards  of  two  millions  of  worms,  which,  he  calcu- 
lates, will  yield  him  upwards  of  six  hundred  bushels  of 
cocoons,  worth  at  present  prices  $.i,000,4rut  much  more 
to  hiin,  as  he  will  manufacture  the  whole  crop  iniovari- 
ousfabrics.  He  has  now  in  operation  six  Piediii  ntese 
reels  wiih  improvements;  one  winding  machine  for  raw 
or  reeled  silk;  three  twisting  machines  preparatory  for 
tramuiing;  one  double  machine;  two  irammmg machines 
for oiiianzine.  All  ihe  machinery  excepting  that  for 
weaving  IS  propelled  by  a  steat.i  engine.  Yet  the  most 
delicate  operations  are  performed  wiih  the  greatest  ex- 
actitude. He  employs  at  the  laciory  25  hands,  half  of 
whom  are  females,  and  several  of  these  are  from  10  to 
14  years  of  age. 

Travelli.ng  and  TRANSPORTATION.  The  Wheeling 
Times  says:  "L.  W.  Stockion's  expedition  mail  line  ar- 
rived at  Wheeling  on  Sunday  in  seventeen  hours  from 
Hancock,  and  twenty  five  hours  and  ten  minutes  from 
Bahiinore." 

WjiIi  the  establishment  of  a  wagon  line  from  Cumber- 
land to  Wheeling,  and  a  regular  line  of  boats  from  here 
to  Ci.iciniiaii.  iioods  could  be  c.irried  from  Nevv  Yorii  to 
Philadelphia  in  6  hours 

From  Philajelphia  to  Baliimore  7      *■ 

From  Baliimore  to  Cumberland  10      " 

From  Cumberland  to  Wheeling  54      " 

From  Wheeling  to  Cincinnati  30      " 

From  Ciiicinnan  to  New  Orleans  150      " 


249      " 

Or  ten  days  nineteen  hours  from  New  York  lo  New 
Orleans.  'I'liis  probably  iheshoriesi  route  by  wliich  goods 
can  be  sent  between  iho^^e  p.'ints.  In  the  mean  nine, 
travel  I'roiii  New  Orleans  to  New  York  is  accomplished 
in  aboui  eight  dajs  nineteen  hours,  costing  the  traveller 
about  433. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says;  The 
price  of  emigrant  passage  beiween  Ne.v  York  and  Buf- 
lalo,  is  ah..ui  a  dollar  and  a  hall ;  and  has  been  a  dollar 
and  a  qiiarier.  Between  New  York  and  Liverpool,  in 
as  fine  ships  as  ever  swam,  the  price  is  from  four  to  five 
dollars.  It  we  add  the  price  lo  Cleveland  and  Deiroit, 
It  would  not  exceed  a  dollar.  So  lhat  the  people  of  ihe 
old  world  may  pass  from  their  shores  four  hundred  miles 
inlo  the  tnieriorof  the  new  world,  for  seven  dollars. — 
We  dare  say  that  the  provisions  for  ihe  voyage  often  cost 
as  liiilc  as  ihe  passage;  so  that  fifieen  dollais  covers  the 
whole,  and  leaves  a  dollar  for  accidents.  Certaiiify  ilie 
owiiers  of  ships  and  low  boa:smust  be  dreaming.  There 
is  no  use  in  calling  upon  past  ages  to  come  and  see 
wliai  is  doing  now.  Tliey  would  not  believe  it  if  they 
saw  it. 

The  travel  from  Peoria,  Illinois,  lo  Burlington,  Iowa 
leriiiory,  a  disiance  of  ninety  miles  and  upwards,  is  now 
made  by  a  line  of  coaches  in  one  day,  and  thai  by  day- 
light, ai  a  cost  not  exceeding  three  or  four  cents  per 
miles. 

The  New  York  built  ship  .\dirondack,  of  seven  hun- 
dred Ions  burthen,  sailed  yesterday  for  Liverpool — look 
four  thousand  barrels  of  turpentine  and  one  thousand 
barrels  of  Hour,  at  a  freight  of  one  shilling  sterling  per 
b.irrel — two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  bates  of  coiion  at 
g  of  a  penny  per  pound,  being  iej*.t  than  one  dollar  a  bale, 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty  odd  passengers  in  the  steer- 
age, at  an  average  price  of  four  (lollurs  a  head,  big  and 
little.  Jvur.  Com. 

ToB.icco  CROP  Instead  of  complaints  which  are  usual 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  we  have  accounts  from  Vir- 
ginia, N..rth  Carolina,  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  of  very 
promising  proipecls,  though  not  without  exception.  In 
.Marylimd  the  plants  were  scarce  and  less  than  an  aver- 
age crop  was  planted,  but  the  growth  in  fine. 

Inspec'ions  of  last  week  in  Baliimore,  575  Mnrvland; 
572  Ohio  and  12  Kentucky-total  1,159  hhds. 

Wheat.  The  first  load  of  new  wheat  from  Pennsyl- 
vania reached  the  Baliimore  market  on  die  4ih  iiisL  by 
canal  lai  n  Perry  county,  uiid  brouf;l«  1  24. 

Wheat  IS  being  rapidK  inanufauiured  in  all  directions 
wiih  a  view  of  aniicipatnig  the  decline  of  piiee  ap- 
prehended in  consequence  of  ihe  immense  surplus.  It 
IS  quoted  at  60  cents  at  Clitllicolhe;  at  Baltimore  good 
Maryland  red  commands  95;  inferior  50  to  85. 

Wooden  Pavements  appears  lohave  been  aba.idoned 
in  New  Vork.  That  ot  the  lia  lery  PiacB  is  to  ba  re- 
placed with  stone  immediately. 

Yellow  FEVER.  The  New  Orleans  Crescent  City 
says:  "We  have  heard  4' a  few  cases  of  yefl-tw  fijv  r 
in  ihiseiiy,  and  learn  there  are  three  in  the  Chariiy  ho3- 
pilal.  This  should  create  no  alarm,  as  we  have  notir 
southern  breezes,  and  every  prospect  of  immunity  from. 
the  pestilence. 
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THE  TREATY  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN  RA- 
TIFIED BY  THE  SENATE.  Sincerely  do  we  con- 
gratulate the  country  upon  the  final  settlement,  at 
least  so  far  as  depends  upon  this  country,  of  the  dif- 
ficult matter  so  long  in  dispute  between  the  two 
countriL's,  and  ardently  do  we  hope  that  this  event 
may  prove  the  harbinger  of  better  times  and  kinder 
feelings. 

Our  readers  will  no  doubt  recollect,  that  through- 
out all  the  dispute,  even  under  its  most  lowering  as- 
pects, we  have  never  admitted  a  doubt  of  an  ultimate 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  difficuUies.  We  pre- 
dicated this  opinion  upon  the  interests  that  were  at 
slake  in  both  countries,  in  preserving  peace— upon 
the  prevalence  of  good  sense  and  good  feeling  existing 
in  the  communities  of  both  countries,  and  i-upon  the 
known  influence  of  public  opinion  upon  the  govern- 
ments of  both, — a  wholesome  prevailing  public  opi- 
nion, which  would  have  held  those  who  administer 
the  government  of  either,  to  a  strict  accountability 
for  allowing  the  repose  of  the  world  to  be  disturbed 
by  disputes  that  were  susceptible  of  amicable  and 
honorable  adjustment.  There  is  no  concealing  the 
awful  consequences  that  would  eventually  succeed  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and 
America.  Mutually  beneficial  to  each  other  in  peace, 
beyond  all  other  countries,  so  would  they  be  mutual- 
ly dangerous  and  disastrous  to  each  other  in  war. — 
The  next  war  between  them,  will  be  indeed  a  fear- 
ful and  if  not  an  interminable  yet  a  most  eventful 
conflict,  provided  it  should  occur  within  the  next  fifty 
years.  If  left  beyond  that  period,  the  physical  pre- 
ponderance will  probably  be  adjusted  by  the  natural 
progress  of  events.  Every  year  contributes  to  our 
relative  advantage  in  the  scale.  America  would  be 
mad  were  she  willingly  to  precipitate  a  contest  for 
which  she  is  every  day  acquiring  more  capacity. — 
Great  Britain  would  be  still  more  craz'd  were  she 
to  hasten  a  result  which  such  a  contest,  come  when 
it  may,  would  almost  inevitably  bring  upon  her. — 
Look  for  one  moment  at  her  possessions,  at  the  ne- 
cessities she  is  now  under,  and  judge  of  the  effect  of 
increasing  those  necessities,  as  they  would  be,  by  ab- 
stracting the  United  States  from  her,  as  a  customer 
on  one  hand,  and  as  a  source  of  indispensable  supplies 

for  her  manufactures  and  her  navy  on  the  other. 

Think  of  her  enl  isting  all  our  resources  and  enterprize 
in  augmenting  those  embarrassments.  Look  beyond 
the  channel,  at  the  ill  suppressed  antipathies  rankling 
in  the  bosom  of  the  French  people,  still  smartingunder 
a  sense  of  mortification  at  the  conclusion  of  their  long 
and  blopdy  contest  with  England,  with  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty held  in  the  leash  by  the  influence  of  Louis  Phi- 
lippe alone,  and  seeking  every  excuse  to  spring  into 
renewed  hostilities.  How  long  France  would  be  so 
held,  if  she  could  distinguish  the  United  States  as  an 
advance  corps  on  her  side,  in  a  contest,  we  may  judge  by 
recollecting  the  unanimity  with  which  at  the  instant 
all  France  rallied  upon  the  American  question  of 
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the  "right  of  search,"— obliging  Louis  Philippe  at 
once  lo  abandon  the  treaty  he  had  signed.  A  w^r 
between  England  and  America  would  speedily  mar- 
shall  all  Europe  in  arms.  Piepublicans  but  lately 
maintained  a  long,  sanguinary,  premature  and  there- 
fore, unequal  conflict  upon  that  field.  They  should 
by  every  honorable  means  avert  another  premature 
conflict.  Let  the  influences  of  public  opinion  and  li- 
beral principles  take  deeper  root  and  spread  into  all 
the  ramifications  of  European  society  by  the  ten  thou- 
sand avenues  which  they  are  now  quietly  seeking, 
before  revolution  is  again  worked  upon  the  mass  of 
her  population.  "As  easily  could  you  build  a  navy 
out  of  pine  saplings  as  make  republics  of  an  unedu- 
cated people;"  politically  uneducated  we  mean. 

From  the  very  thought  of  such  a  field  of  conflict 
as  we  believe  would  have  resulted  in  case  of  a  rup- 
ture at  this  time  between  England  and  America,  we 
turn  with  sincere  aspirations  of  gratitude  and  thanks- 
giving to  the  contemplation  of  a  long  career  of  peace 
and  comparative  prosperity  and  happiness  ensured  to 
both  countries  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  that 
has  been  concluded  and  the  pacific  influences  which 
it  will  effect  over  all  concerned.  It  is  a  result  how 
much  more  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  age,  becoming  two  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened nations  of  the  earth,  how  much  more  comforta- 
ble to  the  feelings  of  a  kindred  people,  owning  one 
parentage,  how  much  more  in  conformity  with  those 
Christian  injunctions  to  which  they  mutually  profess 
respect,  than  either  a  prolongation  of  dispute,  or  a 
resort  to  the  "unprofitable  alternative  of  trying  which 
could  do  the  other  the  most  harm." 

The  question  on  "consenting  to  and  advising"  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  was  taken  in  the  senate  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  about  nine  o'clock,  after  a  de- 
bate of  four  or  five  days.  The  injunction  of  secrecy 
has  not  yet  been  removed.  The  vote  stood  ayes  39, 
noes  9.  The  nays  are  said  to  have  been,  Messrs. 
Tapp.\n  and  Allen,  of  Ohio,  Benton  and  Li.vn, 
of  Missouri,  Bagbt,  of  Alabama,  Buchanan  and 
Sturgeon,  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and 
Co.vrad,  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  is  said  to  have 
made  an  able  speech  in  favor  of  its  ratification. 

W.  S.  Derrick,  esq.  of  the  diplomatic  bureau 
of  the  State  department  proceeds  immediately  lo 
England  with  the  ratified  treaty,  and  is  expected  to 
bring  back  the  formal  ratification  by  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain. 

Of  Lord  AsHEURTONand  Mr.  Webster,  the  people 
of  both  countries  will  cordially  adopt  the  emphatic 
sentimentofPresidentTvLER,— Blessed— "Blessed 
are  the  peace  makers."  The  former  has  taken 
leave  of  Washington,  tarried  a  day  or  two  at  Phila- 
delphia and  a  short  time  at  New  York,  is  now  on  an 
excursion  as  far  as  Boston,  and  designs  to  return  to 
New  York  in  time  to  partake  of  a  public  dinner  on 
Thursday,  to  which  he  has  been  invited  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  New  York, 
having  previously  declined  the  tender  by  the  au- 
thorities of  the  city,  of  a  puWic  room  for  the  re- 
ception of  his  friends  whilst  in  that  city.  Wherever 
he  moves  he  receives  testimonies  of  respect.  It  is 
stated  that  he  will  embark  for  England  this  day 
week,  in  the  Warspile  sloop  of  war,  which  has  await- 
ed him  in  New  York  harbor.  We  may  truly  say, 
that  he  will  take  with  him  as  much  of  the  respect 
and  affections  of  the  people  to  whom  he  has  been  on 
this  occasion  the  bearer  of  the  olive  branch,  as  any 
foreign  minister  that  ever  yet  has  quit  our  shores. — 


He  came  to  us  as  a  man  of  honest  views,  liberal  pur- 
pose, and  business  capacity,  without  either  the  fool- 
ish formalities  or  unkind  prejudices  which  so  fre- 
quently envelope  and  perplex  diplomatic  correspon- 
dence. He  was  met  with  equal  frankness  and  cordi- 
ality. Subjects  were  talked  over  and  canvassed  with 
familiarity  as  between  man  and  man,  with  the  utmost 
respect  for  each  other,  and  in  a  spirit  of  amity  ami 
good  sense  which  led  directly  to  results  so  happy  for 
mankind.  Wilh  whatever  foreign  gQvernments  ours 
may  have  to  treat  hereafter,  may  heaven  direct  a  se- 
lection of  such  an  ambassador  as  Lord  Ashborton 
on  their  part,  and  as  Daniel  Webster  on  ours,  and 
that  they  may  meet,  and  part,  as  they  have  met  and 
parted. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer  has  furnished  that  paper  with 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  as  so  far  ratified.  It  reached  us 
too  late  to  enable  us  to  put  it  in  type  for  this  number, 
we  shall  therefore  give  an  abstract  of  the  substance 
of  each  article,  and  defer  the  document  itself  until 
we  are  furnished  with  an  official  copy. 

Outlines  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

A  long  preamble  recites  the  objecls  embraced  ia 
the  instrument,  and  (he  exchange  of  credentials. 

Article  1.  I>esignates  the  boundary  line  between 
the  British  territory  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
beginning  at  the  monument,  at  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  and  running  thence  north,  following  the 
exploring  line  as  marked  by  the  surveyors  in  1817-8, 
to  the  middle  channel  of  the  St.  John's  river,  up  said 
channel  to  the  Si.  Francis  river,  along  the  middle  of 
said  river  to  Lake  Pohenagamook,  then  S.  W.  in  a 
straight  line  to  the  N.  W.  branch  of  the  St.  Johns, 
to  a  point  ten  miles  in  a  straight  line  from  the  main 
branch  of  that  river,  or  seven  miles  in  a  straight 
line  from  the  summit  of  the  ridge,dividing  the  waters 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  St.  John's. 
Thence  in  a  straight  line  S.  8  deg.W.  to  where  lal.  45 
deg.  25  min.  N.  intersects  the  S.  W.  branch  of  the  St. 
Johns,  thence  S.  by  said  branch  to  its  source,  and 
the  highlands,  thence  along  said  highlands  lothe 
head  of  Hall's  stream,  and  along  the  middle  of  said 
stream  till  it  reaches  the  old  line  boundary  as  mark- 
ed in  1774,  as  the  45th  deg.  of  latitude,  then  along 
said  old  line  as  formerly  understood  to  be  the  line 
between  New  York  and  Vermont  on  one  side  and 
Canada  on  the  other, — to  the  St.  Lawrence  river. 

Article  2.  Lays  down  the  line  from  thence, 
tlirough  the  lakes  westward  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods, 

Article  3.  Secures  the  navigation  of  the  entire 
St.  John's  river  to  both  parlies. 

Art.  4.  Ratifies  all  grants  of  land  to  individuals 
heretofore  made  by  either  party. 

Art.  5.  Relates  to  the  disposition  of  moneys  that 
have  accumulated  as  a  "disputed  territory  fund" — . 
and  requires  the  United  Slates  lo  pay  certain  ex- 
penses and  §150,000  each,  to  the  states  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  in  conrideration  of  their  consenting 
to  the  boundary  line,  and  for  equivalents  received 
therefor  from  Great  Britain. 

Art.  G.  Provides  that  commissioners  shall  run 
that  part  of  the  boundai-y  line  that  will  require  lobe 
surveyed,  marked,  and  mapped. 

Art.  7.  Secures  the  use  of  certain  navigable  chan- 
nels to  both  parties. 

Art.  8.  Stipulates  thai  each  party  shall  keep  a 
small  naval  force  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Art.  9.  Pledges  each  party  lo  unite  in  endea- 
vors to  induce  other  governments  to  abolish  the  slave 
trade. 

Art.  10.  Stipulates  that  each  party,  upon  requisi- 
tion from  the  other,  shall  deliver  up  lo  justice,  per- 
sons charged  with  the  crime  of  murder,  assault  with 
intent  to  murder,  piracy,  arson,  robbery,  or  forgery, 
upon  sufficient  proof  of  their  criminality. 

Art.  11.  Limits  article  8  to  a  period  of  five  years, 
and  article  10  to  continue  only  till  one  or  the  other 
party  shall  signify  a  desire  to  terminate  it,  and  no  lon- 
ger. 

Art.  12.  Ratifications  to  be  exchanged  in  London 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  treaty. 
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Besides  the  treaty,  an  interesting  official  corres- 
pondence was  entered  into  upon  the  subjects, 

1st.  Of  the  interference  of  the  colonial  authorities 
of  the  British  West  India  Islands  with  American  mer- 
chant vessels  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  carried 
by  violence,  into  the  ports  of  these  colonies. 

9d.  On  the  subject  of  the  Cai-oline — and 

3d.  On  the  subject  of  impressment; — but  except 
that  a  sort  of  apology,  and  plea  of  necessity  is  made 
for  the  burning  of  the  Caroline,  with  an  expression 
of  regard  for  the  sacredness  of  our  neutral  rights, 
— nothing  is  settled  upon  these  points,  and  the 
president  is  understood  to  declare  in  his  message 
accompanying  the  treaty,  that  he  does  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  urge  the  consideration  of  those  matters 
further. 

THE  VOTE  ON  THE  TARIFF  BILL.  We 
find  in  the  Clipper  the  following  statement  showing 
the  vote  on  the  tariff  bill  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  Monday  last,  both  in  relation  to  parties  and 
states.  Van  Bureuites  are  inserted  in  italics  and  whigs 
in  Roman. 

Maine.  Affirmative — Allc*,  Fessenden,  B.  Ran 
dall.  Negative— Ci#)rd,  LitUefield;  three  absent,  2 
V.  B.  1  W. 

Vermont.  Af.— H.  Everett,  Hall,  Mattocks,  Slade, 

A.  Young. 
N.    Hampshire.     Neg. — itherton,   Burke,  Redtng, 

Shaio — 1  V.  B.  absent. 

Massachusetts.  Af. — Baker,  Briggs,  Burnall,  Bor- 
den, Calhoun,  Hudson,  Saltonstall,  Appleton,  Gush- 
ing, Pannenter.     Neg. — John.  Q.  Adams. 

R.  Island.     Af.— Cranson,  Tillinghast. 

Connecticut.  Af. — Boardman,  Brockway,Osburn, 
T.  Soiitli,  Trumbull,  T.  W.  Williams. 

New  York.  Af. — Birdseye,  A.  Babcock,  Barnard 
Blair,  Childs,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark,  Fillmore 
Granger,  Hunt,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Tomlinson,  Van 
Rensellaer,  R.  D.  Davis,  Ferris,  Gordon,  Houk,  R. 
McClelland,  Riggs,  Sanford,  Van  Buren,  Ward.— 
Neg. — ^.  L.  Foster,  Linn,  Clinton,  Doig,  Egbert, 
J.  G.  Floyd,  McKeon,  Roosevelt,  Hood— absent  2  W. 
SV,  B. 

New  Jersey.  Af.— Aycrigg,  Halsted,  Maxwell, 
Randolph,  Stratton,  Yorke. 

Pennsylvania.  Af. — Jer.  Browne,  James  Cooper, 
John  Edwards,  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  James,  Irvin,  W.  W. 
Irwin,  McKennan,  Tolland,  J.  M.  Russell,  Ramsay, 
Becson,  Bidlack,  Charles  Brotiin,  Gerry,  Gustine,  C.  J. 
Ingersoll,  Keim,  JVew/iard,  Plimimcr,  Read — absent  3 
W.  4  V.  B. 

Delaware.     Af. — Rodney. 

Maryland.  Af. — J.  P.  Kennedy,  Pearce,  A.  Ran- 
dall, SoUers.  Neg. — W.  Cost  Johnson,  Mason,  J.  W. 
Williams — absent  1  W. 

North  Carolina.  Neg.— Dcberry,  Graham,  Ray- 
ner,  Sheppard,  Washington,  .OiTingtai,  G.  W.  Cald- 
well, Daniell,  McKay,  Saunders — absent  2  W. — dead  1. 

Virginia.     Af — Barton,  Taliaferro,  Powell.  Neg. 

Bolts,  Goggin,  Summers,  Carey,  Coles,  Gilmer,  W. 

O.  Goode,  Harris,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Hunter,  Hubbard,  J. 
W.  Jones, Mallory,  Steenrod,  Wm.  Smith,  Wise — absent 
1  W. 

South  Carolina.  Neg. — P.  C.  Caldwell,  John  Camp- 
hell,  J.  E.  Holmes,  Rhett,  Rogers,  Sim;)(er— absent  1 W. 
2V.B. 

Georgia.  Neg. — J.  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Haber- 
sham, King,  Warren,  Black,  M.  Jt.  Cooper,  Colquit — 
absent  1  W. 

Alabama.  Neg. — Leiois,  Houston,  Payne,  Shields — 
absent  1  V.  B. 

Mississippi.     Neg. — Gwyn,  J.   Thompson. 

Louisiana.  Af.— John  Moore,  E.  D.  White.  Neg. 
— Dawson. 

Arkansas.    Neg. — E.  Cross. 

Tennessee.  Af. — J.L.Williams.  Neg. — Arnold, 
M.  Brown,  T.  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Caru- 
thers  Gentry,  C.  H.  Williams,  Jl.  V.  Broion,  Cave 
Jvhiison,  .d. McClelland,  Tumey,  Waterson. 

Kentucky.  Af.— L.  W.  Andrews,  G.  Davis,  T.  F. 
Marshall,  Pope.     Neg.— Greene,  Owsley,  Sprigg,  J. 

B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Underwood,  Buyd,  W.  0. 
jjutlcr — White,  (speaker),  did  not  vote. 

Michigan.     Af.— Howard. 

Ohio.  Af.. — S.  J.  Andrews,  Cowan,  Giddings, 
P.  G.  Goode,  S.  Mason,  Morris,  Morrow,  Ridga- 
way,  Wm.  Russell.  Neg. — Mathiot,  Deane,  Doan, 
John  Hastings,  Matthews,  MediU,  Welter — absent  2  W. 
IV.B. 

Indiana.  Af.— R.  W.  Thompson,  Wallace,  Proffit. 
Neg. CravcTis,  Lane,  .4.  Kennedy — absent  1  W, 

Illinois.  Af. — John  J.  Stuart.  Neg. — Casey,  John 
Reynolds. 

Missouri.     Neg.— J.  C.  Edwards,  Miller. 

Mr.  Mitchell  voted  in  the  negative;  but  we  do  not 
know  cither  his  politics,  or  the  state  he  represents. 

Result.  Afljrmative,  wliigs  85,  Van  Bureu  20. — 
Negative,  whigs  34,  Van  Buren  68;  uncertain  1. 


FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  steamer  Britania  left  Liverpool  on  the  4th, 
reached  Halifax  the  17th  and  Boston  on  the  19th  inst. 
bringing  86  passengers  to  Halifax  where  she  landed 
22  and  took  in  15  for  Boston.  Business  has  some- 
what revived  in  England,  owing  in  part,  on  doubt,  to 
the  encouragement  which  the  condition  of  our  reve- 
nue laws  at  this  moment  holds  out  for  shipments  to 
this  country.  They  will  profit  by  the  process  that 
impoverishes  us.  All  that  we  lose,  will  be  clear  gain 
to  foreigners. 

The  cotton  market  had  exhibited  activity  for  the 
preceding  fortnight.  Daily  sales  averaging  from  5 
to  8,000  bales.  Lower  quality  American  had  ad- 
vanced fully  |d.  per  lb.     See  Chronicle  page. 

Some  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  liberal  party 
to  introduce  favorable  modifications  of  the  corn  laws, 
but  they  uniformly  fail.  There  is  no  quibble  about 
protection  there. 

The  bonded  corn  bill  passed  the  house  of  com- 
mons on  the  28th  ult.  A  proposition  to  permit  the 
grinding  of  grain  in  bond,  has  been  made  in  parlia- 
ment, which  if  carried,  may  effect  our  millers  very 
seriously. 

It  was  expected  that  the  queen  would  prorogue  par- 
liament in  person  on  the  17th. 

The  news  received  from  the  United  States  on  the 
28th  ult.  by  the  Caledonia,  indicating  some  serious 
difficulty  in  adjusting  the  boundary  line,  had  an  un- 
favorable effect  upon  the  money  market,  and  de 
pressed  consols  for  a  short  time,  but  they  soon  ralli 
ed. 

The  London  money  market  evinced  strong  evidence 
of  improvement.  The  transactions  had  been  on  a 
more  extensive  scale  than  for  some  time  previous 
and  capitalists  evinced  a  greater  desire  to  invest  mo- 
ney. The  arrival  in  London  of  an  accredited  agent 
from  the  United  States  government,  for  the  purpose 
of  contracting  a  loan  of  twelve  millions  Of  dollars 
was  not  much  liked;  and  it  was  confidently  asserted 
in  well  informed  quarters,  that  he  would  wholly  fail 
in  the  object  of  his  rai.5sion.  The  press  have  treated 
the  gentleman  very  unceremoniously. 

Harvest.  Though  there  were  some  complaints 
of  drought  in  portions  of  England  and  Ireland,  and 
the  south  of  France,  yet,  generally,  the  harvests  ap- 
pear to  have  been  very  favorable  throughout  Europe; 
and  it  is  said,  that  the  aggregate  of  the  crops  will  far 
exceed  that  of  any  previous  year  within  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  inhabitants. 

The  commercial  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
Portugal  has  been  finally  arranged,  and  upon  terms 
highly  advantageous  to  each. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Birmingham,  Staffordshire, 
and  other  parts  of  the  manufacturing  districts,  there 
have  been  some  rather  serious  outbreaks,  which  have 
required  the  greatest  energy  and  exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  magistracy  to  suppress.  The  latest  accounts 
from  the  revolutionary  districts,  however,  inform  us 
that  matters  were  resuming  their  wonted  quiet,  and 
the  men  and  masters  were  coming  to  terms. 
FRANCE. 

The  sessions  were  opened  on  the  26l.h  by  the  king 
in  person.  He  was  so  much  affected  during  the  del" 
very  of  his  speech  on  recurring  to  the  death  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  as  to  be  unable  for  some  time  to 
proceed,  repeated  cheers  and  profound  sympathy  re 
inspired  him — he  resumed,  again  faltered,  and  again 
was  loudly  cheered.  He  simply  proposed  the  sub- 
ject of  the  regency  for  their  present  consideration, 
deferring  all  other  subjects.  The  replies  of  the 
chambers  breathed  condolence  and  sentiments  of  at- 
tachment. 

It  is  understood  that  the  duke  de  Nemours  will  be 
regent  of  France. 

Great  fears  were  entertained  that  the  ministry 
would  be  left  in  a  minority  on  the  final  adjustment 
of  the  various  parties.  A  vole  was  taken  in  the 
chamber  of  deputies  in  a  case  of  contested  election 
which  resulted  against  ministers.  The  vote  bein: 
185  for  the  conservative  deputy,  205  for  adjourning 
the  subject.  The  trial  of  party  strength  was  lo-  be 
made  on  choosing  presiding  officers. 

The  ceremony  of  removing  the  body  of  the  deceas 
ed  duke  of  Orleans  from  Neuilly  lo  the  cathedral  of 
Notre  Dame,  took  place  on  Saturday  the  30lh  July. 
Nearly  the  whole  population  of  Paris  and  of  the  re- 
gion around  assembled  to  witness  the  procession — the 
number  estimated  at  half  a  millionl  The  remains 
laying  in  slate  for  three  days,  were  visited  by  from 
filly  to  sixty  thousand  each  day.     • 

A  dispute  arose  between  M.  Laffilte  and  the  Mar- 
shal Soult  at  Neuilly  at  forming  the  funeral.  M.  La- 
fitte,  president  of  the  chamber  of  deputies  by  right  of 
seniority,  demanded  to  occupy  the  place  of  honor  in 
holding  the  cords  of  the  pall.  Marshal  Soult  and 
other  ministers  repudiated  this  claim,  oi^the  ground 


that  the  chamber  of  deputies  not  being  constituted, 
no  place  had  allocated  for  its  temporary  president. — 
This  quarrel  of  etiquette  was  finally  adjusted  by  put- 
ting eight  cords  to  the  pall,  and  giving  one  on  each 
side  in  equal  rank  to  be  borne  by  the  president  of  the 
chambers  of  peers  and  deputies. 
SPAIN. 

Shipping.  The  Havana  government  journal  of 
the  30th  July,  contains  a  law  of  the  Spanish  cortes, 
which  forbids  under  heavy  penalties,  any  vessel  to 
carry  the  Spanish  flag,  which  shall  not  be  Spanish 
built.  It  provides,  however,  that  vessels  of  over  400 
tons  may  become  naturalized  on  certain  conditions. 

The  Christines  at  Madrid  are  still  active  against 
the  regent.  It  is  understood  that  the  cortes  will  be 
dissolved  and  a  new  one  elected  about  the  month  of 
November.  The  Madrid  Gazette  published  Ihe  law 
sanctioned  by  the  regent,  fixing  the  amount  of  the 
Spanish  active  army  at  90,000  men,  and  the  army  of 
reserve  at  40,000. 

BELGIUM. 

The  treaty  of  commerce  between  Belgium  and 
France  has  been  concluded.  Belgian  linen  is  to  be 
admitted  into  France  on  the  same  terms  as  before, 
whilst  that  of  England  is  not  to  be  imported  into 
Belgium  excepting  on  the  payment  of  the  duties  de- 
manded by  the  French  tariff.  Belgium  is  to  reduce 
the  duties  on  French  wines  one-third,  whilst  an  al- 
teration is  to  take  place  in  the  navigation  act,  which 
will  give  to  French  salt  an  advantage  over  that  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  in  England.  The  ratifica- 
tion of  this  treaty  is  very  unpopular  in  England,  and 
the  feeling  generally  is  in  favor  of  retaliatory  mea- 
sures being  adopted,  by  the  increase  of  duty  on 
French  produce,  particularly  on  wine  and  brandy, 
or  what  would  be  tantamount  to  the  same  thing,  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  similar  products  from  other 
countries. 

CHINA,  AFFGHANISTAN  AND  INDIA. 

The  Berenice,  with  the  Bombay  mail  of  the  18th 
of  June,  arrived  at  Suez  on  Ihe  18lh  ult.  Her  mail 
reached  Alexandria  on  the  22d,  Malta  on  the  27th, 
and  Marseilles  on  the  31st.  China  news  to  the  12th 
of  April,  and  Singapore  journals  to  the  5th  of  May, 
have  been  received.  The  telegraphic  despatches 
reached  London  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  instant. 

The  Liverpool  "News  Letter"  of  the  4th  inst.  says: 
"The  main  features  of  the  intelligence  from  China, 
Affghanistan,  and  India,  the  details  of  which  we 
shall  publish  at  length  to-morrow,  are  of  a  chequer- 
ed kind.  In  China  the  war  appears  to  be  about  to 
terminate,  in  the  way  in  w-hich  it  was  obvious  a  war 
with  such  a  people  must  eventually  terminate,  in 
their  submission  to  equitable  terms  of  peace — such 
as  it  became  a  nation  like  the  British  to  demand,  be- 
cause she  possessed  ample  means  to  enforce  them. 
The  news  from  India  indicates  a  state  of  things  but 
illy  calculated  to  allay  the  apprehensions  which  re- 
cent events  have  so  painfully  excited.  In  Scinde 
there  are  movements  which,  if  not  decidedly  hostile, 
will  require  constant  vigilance  to  guard  against  their 
becoming  the  cause  and  aids  of  war.  In  Affghanis- 
tan the  enemyhasshewnhimself  in  increased  strength, 
and  with  considerable  less  of  a  disposition  to  suc- 
comb  to  the  British  force  which  is  at  present  in  the 
ARghan  territory." 

It  was  said  that  Yang,  an  imperial  commissioner, 
was  en  route  to  offer  $40,000,000  as  compensation  to 
the  British  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  the  sur- 
rendered opium,  also  the  cession  of  Hong  Kong,  as 
the  price  of  peace.  The  Chinese  had  already  com- 
menced removing  the  ruins  and  rubbish  preparatory 
to  rebuilding  the  Bogue  forts.  Some  fighting  had 
taken  place  at  Ningpo,  in  which  1,100  British  routed 
6,000  Chinese  with  the  loss  of  from  500  to  700  slain. 
They  had  three  killed  and  40  wounded. 

The  .Igra  Ukbarol  June  4th  says  that  it  was  re- 
ported that  an  army  of  observation  would  be  assem- 
bled at  Allahabad  in  the  ensuing  cold  season. 

Among  the  items  of  intelligence  which  have  reach- 
ed us  from  Scinde,  and  which  may  be  depended  on 
as  authentic,  are  an  announcementthat  a  large  army, 
said  to  be  25,000  strong,  is  advancing  from  Mushed 
to  Herat,  and  that  very  suspicious  conferences  are  be- 
ing held  at  Hyderabad  between  the  Ameers  and 
olhers,  requiringthe  most  vigilant  attention  of  major 
Outram. 

The  Sciks  are  said  to  be  in  force  on  the  Muree 
territory  without  their  object  being  undorstood. 

We  have  news  from  Jcllalabad  to  the  29th  of  May. 
Akbar  Khan  had  demanded  10,000  rupees  for  Gen. 
Elphinstone's  remains.  The  Delhi  Gazette  of  the 
14lli  of  Alay  mentions  that  they  had  been  interred, 
on  the  30th  of  April,  within  the  walls  of  Jellalabad. 
Akbar  Khan  claims  that  Dost  Mohamed  be  sent  back, 
and  that  we  evacuate  the  country,  leaving  an  agent 
at  Cabul  in  exchange  for  the  English  captives.  The 
army,  it  was  thought,  would  not  leave  the  place  un- 
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til  they  moved  to  Cabul,  there  to  meet  Gen.  Nott 
from  Cardahar.  The  Khyber  Pass  was  being  reoc- 
cupied  Ijy  the  Afreenes,  and  the  whole  road  to  Cabul 
stoclcaded  and  defended  by  all  the  obstruction  the 
enemy  could  oppose.  Captain  Mackenzie  had  re- 
turned to  Jellalabad  on  the  9th  of  May  from  Lugh- 
man,  with  terms  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners. 

A  letter  from  Saugor  of  the  96th  of  May  an- 
nounces the  Boondelahs  to  have  fled  into  the  terri- 
tory of  Scindia. 

Everything  remains  in  stahi  quo.  Half  the  Canda- 
har  force  had  moved  out  to  reinforce  Kelat  i  Ghil- 
zie,  and  make  a  demonstration  on  Ghuznie. 

General  England  crossed  the  Kojuck  Kothul  on 
the  2d  of  May,  with  the  loss  of  only  four  men  wound- 
ed. 

Instructions  had  been  given  on  the  14th  of  May 
from  the  adjutant  general's  office  to  withdraw  the 
troops  serving  west  of  the  Indus  within  the  British 
provinces. 

MEXICO  AND  TEXAS. 

Information  from  both  Galveston  and  Mctamoras 
indicate  that  Gen.  Reis  is  aboqt  to  attempt  the  inva- 
sion of  Texas,  having  4,000  troops  under  his  com- 
mand. It  is  reported  that  Santa  Anna  had  issued  or- 
ders to  take  no  prisoners.  The  Texians  are  on  the 
alert,  and  energetic  measures  are  in  progress  to  meet 
the  invaders. 


NATIONAL    AFPAIBS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AN'D  CONSENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

W.  H.  Simmons,  register  of  the  land  office  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  re-appointed. 

NEW  YORK  CUSTOM  HOUSE.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  aggregate  of  transactions  at  the  New  York 
custom  house  fur  the  month  of  July  past; 

Cash  duties  received  §230,000  00 

Receipts  of  cash  from  bonds  906,637  35 

Debentures  issued  64,000  00 

Debentures  paid  80,000  00 

THE  ARMY. 

We  learn  from  the  St.  Louis  Republican  that  Col. 
Kearney,  of  the  first  regiment  of  dragoons,  who  has 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  this  division  of  the 
United  States  army,  arrived  in  that  city  on  the  8th 
inst.  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  to  enter  upon  his  duties. 
His  head  quarters  are  at  Jefferson  barracks. 

Captain  James  Green,  of  the  2d  regiment  United 
States  artillery,  died  at  Port  Columbus,  N.  Y.  harbor, 
on  the  17th  inst. 

Florida.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier 
General  VVortii,  dated  "Cedar  Keys,  Aug.  12,  says: 
"I  have  now  to  report  the  thorough  pacification  of 
this  territory.  Holacio  EnethlacJie,  (Bov/legs,)  ac- 
companied by  two  noted  sub-chiefs,  representing  the 
southern  Indians,  met  me  at  Tampa  on  the  5th  inst., 
and,  in  their  behalf,  gladly  accept  the  concession  re- 
ported in  my  despatch  of  the  24th  ultimo.  Coming 
with  me  to  this  place,  they  proceeded  in  search  of 
the  Creeks,  and  returned  on  the  10th  with  0c((cir(j, 
Tiger  Tail,  and  others,  representing  those  people. 
The  former  are  to  pass  within  the  designated  limits 
immediately;  the  latter  as  soon  as  they  can  be  col- 
lected. Some  have  already  crossed  the  Suwanee, 
and  the  whole  will  have  done  so  in  ten  or  twelve 
days.  iMany  have  already  signified  a  wish  to  be 
sent  to  their  friends  in  the  west.  Tiger  Tail,  par- 
ticularly, is  urgent  to  go  immediately,  but  I  have  re- 
presented the  importance  to  himself  to  take  a  re- 
spectable band  with  him." 

H^d  ^Vs  militm-y  dapartment,  J^o,  9.     ) 
Cedar  Keys,  Aug.  14,  1842.  <) 

ORDER NO.     28- 

I.  It  is  hereby  announced  that  hostilities  with  the 
Indians  within  this  territory  have  ceased-  Measures 
are  taken  to  pass  ll^e  few  remaining  within  certain 
limits. — those  in  the  far  south  immediately,  those 
west  of  the  Suwannee  in  a  few  days,  who,  mean- 
time there  is  every  reasonable  assurance,  will  con- 
duct inoffensively  if  unmolested  in  their  haunts.  The 
lands  thus  temporarily  assigned  as  their  planting  and 
hunting  grounds  are  within  the  following  boundaries, 
to  wit:  From  the  mouth  of  Talakehopko,  or  Pease 
Creek,  up  the  left  bank  of  that  stream  to  the  fork  of 
the  southern  branch,  and  following  that  branch  to 
the  head  of  or  northern  edge  of  Lake  Islokpoga; 
thence  down  the  eastern  margin  of  that  lake  to  the 
stream  which  empties  from  it  into  the  Kissimmee 
river,  following  the  left  bank  of  said  stream  and  ri- 
■ver  to  w  here  the  latter  empties  into  Lake  Okee-cho- 
bee;  thence  due  south  through  said  lake  and  the  Ever- 
glades to  Shark  river,  following  the  right  bank  of 
that  river  to  ihe  Gulf;  thence  along  the  Gulf  shore 
(excluding  all  islands  between  Punta  Rassa  and  the 
head  of  Charlotte  Harbor)  to  the  place  of  beginning. 


The  foregoing  arrangments  are  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States. 

II.  With  a  view  to  economy  and  convenience 
of  supply,  that  portion  of  the  3d  infantry  and  2d 
dragoons  now  widely  detached  in  the  western  dis- 
trict, will  concentrate  upon  Fort  Stansbury;  that 
portion  of  the  8th  along  the  Georgia  border,  and 
south  to  the  Micanopy  road,  upon  Pilatka.  Compa- 
nies posted  in  unhealthy  positions  to  be  withdrawn 
immediately — others,  when  the  subsistence  stores  at 
each  station  shall  be  reduced  to  within  the  means  of 
transport  present. 

III.  The  companies  of  the  4th,  will  remain  as  at 
present  disposed,  except  company  F,  which  will 
take  post  at  Micanopy. 

IV.  Lieut,  colonel  Hunt,  deputy  quartermaster 
general,  will  make  corresponding  reductions  in  the 
means  of  transport,  and  other  sources  of  expendi- 
ture, thereby  rendered  unnecessary. 

By  order  of  col.  Worth. 

S.  COOPER,  nss'(  a  d't  gen. 

THE  NAVY. 

Commodore  Lavallette  has  assumed  the  command 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola. 

Commodore  Barron  is  recovering  from  a  severe  in- 
disposition. 

The  United  States  frigate  Constellation,  and  sloop 
of  war  Boston,  arrived  at  Macao,  March  23,  from 
Singapore.  The  Boston  as  has  before  been  reported 
sailed  from  Macao  about  the  30th,  for  Manilla. 

The  United  States  steam  frigate  Missouri,  Capt. 
Newton,  of  the  home  squadron,  sailed  from  New 
York  on  the  17th  on  a  cruize  along  shore.  She  will 
visit  most  of  the  ports  of  the  northeastern  coast  of  the 
United  States. 

The  United  States  frigate  Columbia,  from  New 
York  for  Rio  Janeiro,  was  spoken,  3d  inst.  lat.  33  3% 
Ion.  55. 

Apprentices.  An  order  has  been  sent  from  the  navy 
department  to  New  York,  directing  that  no  more  ap- 
prentices be  shipped  for  the  present. 

The  United  States  ship  Vincennes,  the  flag  ship  of 
the  exploring  expedition,  is  undergoing  repairs,  her 
timbers  having  met  with  rough  usage  amid  the  storms 
of  the  Pacific. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  there  is  a  120 
gun  ship  on  Lake  Ontario  called  the  New  Orleans. 
The  vessel  is  now  lying  under  cover  at  Sackett's 
harbor,  but  we  believe  was  never  launched. 

The  trial  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes  is  now  going  on 
before  the  court  martial  at  New  York.  We  have 
read  most  of  the  charges  and  specifications,  and  if 
they  are  substantiated,  the  lieutenant  will  be  placed 
in  a  tight  place. 

Navy  bill  for  1842.  The  bill  provides,  1st.  That 
till  otherwise  ordered  by  congress  the  officers  of  the 
navy  shall  not  be  increased  beyond  the  number  m 
the  respective  grades  that  were  in  the  service  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1842,  nor  shall  there  be  any 
further  appointment  of  midshipmen  until  the  num- 
ber in  the  service  be  reduced  to  the  nnmbec  that 
were  in  service  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1841, 
beyond  which  they  shall  not  be  increased  until  the 
further  order  of  congress.  The  amount  appropriat- 
ed for  the  pay  of  the  above  is  $1,335,000 

2d.  For  superintend'ts  contractors,  &c.        78,420 

3d.  Provisions,  720,000 

4th.  Medicine  and  attendance  on  sick,  30,000 

5th.  Increase  of  navy,   wear   and   tear  of 

vessels,  &c.  2,000,000 

6th.  Ordinances!,  stores  on  the N.  Lakes,      59,097 

7th.  Portsmouth  (N.  H.)  navy  yard  (re- 
pairs, &c.)  47,425 

8th.  Charlestown  N.  Yard  (repairs,  &c.)       29,000 

9th.  For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of 
the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  dollars: — 
Provided,  That  no  part  of  this  or  any  former  appro- 
priation to  that  object  shall  be  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  except  in  pay- 
ment for  materials  previously  contracted  for  and  yet 
to  be  delivered,  until  asuitable  place  shall  be  select- 
ed in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  the  title  to  the 
land  obtained,  and  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the  cost 
made,  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  and  approved  by  him  and  the  president;  And 
provided,  nko.  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  may, 
in  his  discretion,  apply  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  hereby  appropriated, 
and  any  balance  of  former  appropriations  for  the 
constructien  of  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  N.  York,  to 
the  construction  of  a  floating  dock  at  the  same  place; 
and  if  any'  part  of  this  appropriation  shall  be  ex- 
pended upon  the  construction  of  a  floating  dock,  as 
hereby  authorized,  the  construction  of  the  dry  dock 
shall  be  suspended  until  the  further  order  of  con 
gress.  129,100 


10.  Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  1,600 

11.  Navy  yard  at  Washington,  15,300 

12.  Navy  yard  at  Gosport,  56.800 

13.  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  35,300 
14-  Repairs  of  hospital  at  Charlestown,        3,960 

15.  do.        do.              at  Brooklyn,  15,000 

16.  do.        do.              at  Norfolk,  13,750 

17.  do.        do.              at  Pensacola,  2,000 

18.  Philadelphia  naval  asylum,  1,300 

19.  Miscellaneous  expenses  of  all  sorts,  450,000 

20.  Contingent  expenses  3,000 

21.  Charter    of   steamboats    Splendid 

and  Clarion,  in  1842,  4,345 

22.  Suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  10,543 

23.  Transportation  of  articles   by  ex- 
ploring expedition,  20,000 

biarine  corps. 

24.  Pay  and  subsistence  of  officers,  &c. 

serving  on  shore,  183,.331  00 

25.  Pensions  for  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, servants.  Sec.  on  shore,  45,054  99 

26.  Clothing,  43,662  50 

27.  Fuel,  16,274  12 

28.  Rent  and  repairs  of  barracks,  6,000  00 

29.  Transportation  of  officers,  &c.  and 
recruiting,  8,000  00 

30.  Medicines,  hospital  expenses,  and 

stores,  4,140  00 

31.  Military  stores,  expenses  of  arse- 

nals, &c.  2,800  00 

32.  Contingent  expenses  of  all  kinds,  17,980  00 

6,359,002  33 


STATES   OF    THE    I'NION. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 
It  having  been  fully  ascertained  that  T.  W.  Dorr 
was  in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  Gov.  King  dis- 
patched a  messenger  with  an  official  requisition  for 
him  as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Gov.  Hubbard  per- 
emptorily refused  to  deliver  him  up,  and  stated  that 
he  would  hereafter,  "in  a  letter  to  Samuel  W.  King, 
acting  governor  of  Rhode  Island,"  assign  his  reasons 
for  the  refusal. 

MARYLAND. 

Pa,yment.  T  he  treasurer  of  Maryland  has  paid 
$Jt00,000  of  the  167,000  loaned  by  the  Chesapeake 
bjtfik  to  the  stale. 

Whig  state  convention.  The  convention  met  at 
Baltimore,  on  the  24lh  inst.  The  delegations  gene- 
rally attended  from  the  counties. 

Win.  Price,  esq.  of  Washington  county-,  president; 
George  Howard,  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  James  Mas- 
sey,  esq.  of  Queen  Anne's,  and  John  Dennis,  esq.  of 
Somerset,  vice  presidents;  John  L.  Carey,  esq.  of  Bal- 
timore, and  James  B.  Ricaud,  esq.  of  Kent  county, 
secretaries- 

The  convention  proceeded  to  nominate  a  candidate 
to  be  supported  for  the  presidency  in  1844-  Gov. 
Howard  named  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  A  spon- 
taneous burst  of  applause  indicated  the  result-  No 
other  name  was  mentioned  The  nomination  was 
announced  as  unanimous,  and  three  hearty  and  long 
continued  cheers  ratified  the  nomination- 

A  proposition  relative  to  nominating  a  candidate 
for  the  vice  presidency,  occasioned  some  debate,  but 
was  finally  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  committee  of  one  from  each  delegation,  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Mary- 
land,— which  address  was  subsequently  reported  by 
John  L,  Carey,  esq-  chairman,  and  being  read,  was 
unanimously  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
distribution- 

On  motion  of  Gov.  Sprigg,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
recommending  that  100  guns  be  fired  at  Baltimore, 
in  honor  of  the  nomination  of  Henry  Clay. 

The  president  of  the  convention  was  invested  with 
power  to  appoint  thirteen  gentlemen  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore  to  act  as  a  state  central  committee;  after 
which  the  convention  closed  its  session- 

OHIO. 

The  extra  session — apportio>j.men't  bill.  The 
legislature  met  in  extra  session  on  the  23d  July  for 
the  purpose  of  districting  the  state  for  representa- 
tives to  congress  under  the  new  apportionment  bill. 
The  house  failed  to  agree  upon  a  bill. 

On  the  9th  August  the  senate  passed  an  apportion- 
ment bill  by  the  following  vote,  and  sent  it  to  the 
house  for  concurrence: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Barnett,  Carpenter,  Crowell,  De- 
wey, Ford,  Foos,  Godinan,  Henderson,  Hostetter, 
Nash,  Root,  Still,  Spangler,  Stanton,  Thomas,  Van 
Vorhes,  Wade,  Waddle— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aten,Bartley,Clirk,  Goodin,  HarJ-  ' 
ris,  Hazleline,  Holmes,  Latham,  Leonard,  Mitchell, 
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McConnell,  Ream,  Ritchey,  Robins,  Taylor,  Wal- 
ton, and  Speaker — 17. 

Two  Van  Buren  men  voting  with  the  whigs  for 
the  bill. 

'  This  bill  was  immediately  rejected  by  the  house, 
and  a  different  bill  was  under  consideration,  when 
all  proceedings  were  arrested  by  the  resignation  of 
the  whig  members  of  both  branches,  leaving  them 
without  the  constitutional  quorum  to  transact  busi- 
ness. In  that  state  two-thirds  are  required  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum — a  provision  which  in  the  nature  of 
things  we  apprehend  will  be  found  exceedingly  con- 
venient. 

The  following  account  of  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings of  the  two  houses  we  extract  from  the  Ohio 
Statesman: 

Ouio   Legislature. 

Friday,  Jliigust  12,  1842. 

SENATE. 

The  senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the 
roll  being  called,  Messrs.  Barnetl,  Carpenter,  Crow- 
ell,  Ford,  Foos,  Henderson,  Perkins,  Root,  Sill,  Stan- 
ton, Van  Vorhes,  Wade,  and  Waddle,  were  found 
absent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartley,  the  sergeant-at-arms 
was  despatched  with  the  warrant  of  the  speaker,  for 
the  absentees,  and  which  was  returned  to  the  spea- 
ker, who  rose,  and  amid  the  breathless  silence  ol  the 
senate,  said: 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate:  From  circumstances 
with  which  you  are  all  familiar,  this  body  is  left 
without  a  constitutional  quorum.  The  power  of  this 
body  to  perform  its  legislative  functions  is  at  an  end: 
without  commenting  upon  the  revolutionary  act  that 
has  placed  us  in  this  situation,  the  question  may  well 
be  asked,  what  can  we  do.'  Can  we  adjourn  without 
day?  The  constitution  of  Ohio  provides  that  neither 
house  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  ad- 
journ for  more  than  two  days.  How  are  we  to  pro- 
cure the  consent  of  the  other  branch  to  adjourn 
without  day?  It  cannot  be  done.  We  cannot  inter- 
change communications;  we  cannot  send  or  receive 
messages,  for  we  are  without  a  quorum. 

The  constitution  also  provides  that,  "in  case  of 
disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  with  respect 
to  the  lime  of  adjournment,  the  governor  shall  have 
power  to  adjourn  the  general  assembly,"  &c.  But 
there  is,  and  can  be,  no  disagreement  between  the 
two  houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, for  we  can  have  no  official  communication  with 
each  other.  The  governorcannot,  then,  interfere  and 
adjourn  tliis  general  assembly. 

The  constitution  further  provides,  that  "two- 
thirds  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business,  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  mem- 
bers." 

On  its  appearing  this  morning,  that  a  quorum  was 
not  present,  a  motion  was  made,  and  earried,  that  the 
absent  members  be  sent  for.  A  writ  was  accord- 
ingly issued  by  tlie  speaker  to  the  sergeant-at-arms 
of  this  body,  directing  him  to  bring  the  bodies  of 
the  absent  senators  into  the  senate  chamber.  The 
returns  of  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  this  writ  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"I  have  read  this  warrant  to  the  within  named 
Jospeh  Barnett,  James  S.  Carpenter,  John  Crowell, 
Seabury  Ford,  James  Henderson,  Joseph  M.  Rooti 
Benjamin  Stanton,  Abraham  Van  Vorhes,  Benj.  F. 
Wade,  and  Alexander  Waddle,  and  commanded  their 
immediate  attendance  in  the  senate  chamber  and 
which  they  all  refused  to  obey,  by  declaring  they 
were  no  longer  senators. 

"Griffith  Foos  and  E.  S.  Sill  cannot  be  found. 

"Under  existing  circumstances,  I  cannot,  in  my 
opinion,  compel  the  altend:ince  of  the  members  upon 
whom  1  have  served  tliis  warrant,  without  an  ap- 
plication to  the  governor  to  call  out  the  aid  of  the 
military  force. 

"GEORGE  KNUPP. 
"Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate  of  Ohio." 

From  this,  it  is  evidentthat  the  attendance  of  these 
senators  in  this  chamber  cannot  be  obtained  by  pea- 
ceable means. 

Besides  1  would  refer  to  a  proceeding  that  was 
witnessed  by  the  most  of  you  this  morning,  and  which 
could  not  but  have  caused  every  senator's  regret  who 
witnessed  it.  The  general  assembly  of  this  state 
bitting  in  Chillicothe,  selected  this  place  as  a  proper 
one  for  the  legislature  to  hold  its  meeting  at.  It  was 
done  under  the  impression  that  the  legislative  func- 
tions of  the  general  assembly  could  be  here  conduct- 
ed in   peace,  and   without   interruption.     Whether 

this  has  been  accomplished,  is  a   matter  of  doubt 

An  officer  of  this  general  assembly,  in  the  discharge 
of  an  order  properly  directed  to  him,  has  been  in- 
sulted by  a  mob  in  the  eapitol  of  Ohio,  while  some 
of  the  citizens  of  this  place  gave  apparent  eounte- 
uance  to  the  disorderly  proceeding.  If  the  legiti- 
mate functions  of  either  branch  cannot   be  carried 


on  in  this  place,  without  being  disturbed  by  mobs,  or' 
if  the  legitimate  orders  of  either  branch  directed  to 
the  proper  officer,  cannot  be  executed  without  the 
officer  being  insulted  and  assailed  by  a  mob,  it  is 
then  high   time  to    inquire    whether   another   place 

should  not  be  selected  for  the  seat  of  government. 

This  will  have  to  be  determined  by  a  future  legisla- 
ture. 

There  is,  then,  no  alternative  left,  but  for  each 
member  to  adjourn  himself,  without  form  or  ceremo- 
ny, if  he  see  proper  to  do  so. 

This  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  appears  tome  that 
we  can  be  separated  as  a  body  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

house  of  representatives. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  roll  was 
called,  when  it  appeared  that  all  the  whig  members 
were  absent  except  Mr.  Perkins. 

Mr.  McNulty  moved  that  the  sergeant-at-arms  be 
despatched  after  absentees,  which  was  agreed  to. — 
After  being  absent  a  short  time,  the  sergeant-at-arms 
made  his  return  that  he  had  notified  .Messrs.  Bliss, 
Chenowith,  Converse,  Cooke,  Fuller,  Gregory,  Kel- 
ley,  of  Cuyahoga,  Lawrence,  Powell,  Scott,  Smith, 
of  Montgomery,  Taylor,  UpdegrafT,  and  Wheeler, 
that  their  attendance  was  required  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  general  assemblv  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  that  said  members  refused  to  at- 
tend. 

Mr.  McNulty  moved  that  the  speaker  issue  his 
warrant  to  compel  the  attendance  of  the  absentees, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  warrant  was  thereupon 
issued  by  the  speaker.  The  sergeant-at-arms,  after 
being  absent  about  half  an  hour,  made  his  return  on 
the  warrant  that  he  had  served  the  same  by  reading 
it  to  the  absentees,  who  refused  to  comply  with  the 
authority,  and  declared  that  they  would  not  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  in  the  Iiouse  of  representatives,  short 
of  actual  violence. 

Mr.  Byington  said  that,  under  one  of  the  most 
high  handed  acts  of  treason  that  ever  disgraced  the 
annals  of  the  country,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  determine 
what  course  to  adopt;  but  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  de- 
sire to  see  the  city  of  Columbus  flowing  with  blood, 
he  would  not,  as  a  representative  of  the  people, 
move  to  adopt  the  use  of  violence  to  compel  the  at- 
tendance of  the  absentees,  but,  as  a  member  of  the 
house,  he  called  for  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  on  yesterday. 

The  journal   was  then    read    by  the  clerk.     The 
speaker  (Mr.  Spalding)  then  addressed  the  members 
of  the  house  as  follows: 
Genltemen  of  the  house  of  representutives: 

The  enemies  of  freedom  have  triumphed!  Law 
and  order  are  at  an  end  in  Ohio;  and  henceforth, 
unless  a  speedy  corrective  be  applied,  anarchy  and 
violence  must  hear  rule  in  our  beloved  republic. 

By  the  mad  infatuation  of  the  ambitions  leaders  of 
the  federal  party  in  our  state,  thirty-two  representa- 
tives have  been  induced  to  withdraw  from  this  hall, 
and  thus,  by  paralyzing  the  legislative  arm,  to  destroy 
the  functions  of  civil  government. 

This  rash  act  on  the  part  of  the  seceding  mem- 
bers has  not  only  interrupted  our  deliberations  on 
the  importantsubject  of  congressional  apportionment, 
which  were  well  nigh  their  termination,  but  it  has 
destroyed  all  the  wholesome  legislation  of  the  ses- 
sion. Bills  that  have  passed  both  houses  cannot  now 
be  signed  by  the  respective  speakers;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  act  for  the  appraisement  of  personal 
property,  before  .sale  on  execution,  fails  to  become 
a  law.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  conlnictors  and  la- 
borers on  the  public  works,  which  had  passed  the 
house,  falls  to  the  floor  in  the  senate.  The  bill  to  en- 
able the  specie  paying  banks  of  Ohio  to  continue  in 
business  alter  the  expiration  of  their  charters,  meets 
with  a  similar  fate. 

These  matters  involve  serious  and  weighty  consi- 
derations, gentlemen,  but  they  are  nothing,  and  less 
than  nothing,  in  comparison  with  the  shock  given  to 
our  free  institutions  by  t)ie  fatal  example  of  yester- 
day. It  is,  and  ever  has  been,  admitted  that  the  rule 
that  requires  "the  minority  to  yield  to  the  will  of  the 
majority,"  forms  the  very  corner  stone  of  our  repub- 
lican form  of  government.  This  important  block  in 
our  political  edifice  has  been  rudely  thrown  out  of 
place:  and  think  you  the  whole  of  the  fair  fabric  will 
not  tremble  at  its  loss? 

Why  will  not  men  reflect  upon  the  consequences 
of  their  rashness? 

Suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  favorite  hope  of 
these  disorganizers  should  be  realized,  and  that  a 
majority  of  federal  members  should  be  returned  to 
the  next  general  assembly.  Isitreasonabletosiippose 
that  the  democracy  of  the  state  will  be  represented, 
by  a  less  number  than  one-third  of  either  branch? 
and,  if  so,  may  they  not,  with  propriety,  follow  the 
example  set  them  by  their  hot-headed  opponents  of 
yesterday?      If  they   may,   (and   to    this   proposition 


every  sense  of  justice  yields  a  ready  assent),  there  is 
an  end  to  the  exercise  of  legislative  action  in  Ohio. 
The  great  chieftain  liimsclf,  Thomas  Ewing,  would 
fail  of  an  election  to  the  United  States  senate,  with 
a  strong  and  decided  majority  of  his  friends,  on  joint 
ballot,  in  the  genera]  assembly. 

The  recusant  members,  after  a  night's  reflec- 
tion upon  their  pillows,  have  this  morning  been 
invited  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  aid  us  in  trans- 
acting the  business  of  the  people.  They  have  refused 
to  attend. 

The  speaker's  warrant  has  been  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  compelling  their  attendance,  in*  accord- 
ance with  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  but  they  have 
become  desperate  and  treat  the  sovereign  authority 
of  the  people  of  Ohio  with  utter  contempt. 

In  this  strange  condition  of  affairs,  we  find  our- 
selves suddenly  and  forcibly  resolved  into  that  ele- 
mentary state  in  which  the  laws  of  nature  prevail, 
and  provide  that  each  individual  shall  pursue  the 
dictates  of  his  own  will,  so  that  he  does  no  injury  to 
his  neighbor. 

I  know  of  no  safer  course  to  be  adopted,  gentle- 
men, than  that  of  immediate  separation,  without  form 
or  ceremony.  Let  us  repair,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  to  our  constituents;  inform  them  of  the  wounds 
inflicted  upon  the  constitution;  and  if  there  be  any 
"balm  in  Gilead,"  its  healing  efficacy  will  be  applied 
and  appreciated  at  the  polls  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  October. 

Gentlemen:  we  now  part — perhaps  forever.  When 
dispersed,  let  us  try  to  remember  each  other,  and  the 
many  happy  hours  we  have  here  spent  in  social  in- 
tercourse; but  if  memory  prove  treacherous  in  this 
respect,  let  us  never  forget  our  country,  her  constitution 
and  her  laws. 

For  the  kindness  and  firmness  with  which  you  have 
uniformly  sustained  me  in  discharging  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  chair,  I  shall  cherish  you  all  in  my  fond- 
est recollection,  until  memory  shall  be  "swallowed 
up  in  death."    Farewell! 

Mr.  Byington  said;  in  order  to  give  the  refractory 
members  time  to  reflect,  and  return  to  their  duty  as 
representatives,  he  would  move  that  the  house  take  a 
recess  till  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  house  then  took  a  recess. 

From  the  Sleubenville  Gazette,  ISth  ,9u,g. 

Address  of  the  whi<i;s  lately  representing  the  people  of  the 

state  of  Ohio,  in  the  general  asseinbly. 

TO  THE    people    OF    OHIO. 

We  the  undersigned  whig  members  of  the  fortieth 
general  assembly  of  this  state  having,  with  a  very 
few  exceptions,  resigned  our  trust  as  members  of 
that  body,  believe  it  due  to  you,  as  well  as  ourselves, 
to  make  known  the  causes  and  reasons,  which  have 
impelled  us  to  that  course. 

In  doing  this  we  shall  not  now  stop  to  detail  to 
you  the  many  indignities,  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  some  of  us,  especially  of  the  bouse  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  the  disabilities  under  which  we  have 
been  placed  by  the  uuparalelled  tyranny  exercised 
over  us  as  a  minority,  by  a  reckless  majority  invested 
with  power  temporarily  by  a  combination  of  acci- 
dental causes.  Nor  shall  we  slop  to  describe  to  you 
the  indignant  and  insulting  manner,  in  which  we 
have  been  repulsedwhcnkindly  extending  to  that  ma- 
jority, our  assistance  and  co-operation  in  providing 
relief  for  a  suffering  community.  We  need  not  now 
rehearse  how  much  torment  sou>e  of  us  have  endur- 
ed in  being  compelled  to  sit  in  the  halls  of  legisla- 
tion where  order  and  decorum  ought  to  have  pre- 
vailed, and  condemned  to  listen  to  the  billingsgate, 
and  even  profanity  of  some  of  the  members.  Many 
of  us  have  long  since  been  satisfied  that,  constituted 
as  this  general  assembly  was,  all  further  efforts  on 
our  part  to  serve  or  benefit  our  constituents  or  the 
state  at  large  would  be  utterly  unavailing;  and  that 
the  only  acceptable  service  we  could  render,  was  to 
resign  our  trusts  as  members  of  the  same,  and  thus 
force  the  termination  of  the  existence  of  this  gene- 
ral assembly,  the  reputation  of  which  long  since 
stunk  in  the  nostrils  of  all  good  citizens.  Yet  con- 
'  tinning  to  hope,  though  hoping  against  hope,  that  the 
force  of  party  discipline  might  be  somewhat  relaxed, 
'  and  that  a  bettor  condition  of  things  might  arrive, 
I  we  consented  to  remain  at  our  posts,  marking 
the  reckless  course  of  the  majority,  and  remon- 
j  strafing  against  it  during  the  last  session  of  the 
'  general  assembly,  until  it  pleased  the  majority  to  ad- 
Ijourn. 

I  We  also  remonstrated  against  the  holding  of  an 
extra  session  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  the  state 
j  into  congressional  districts.  We  believe  there  was 
j  no  necessity  for  it.  The  business  could  have  been 
;done  at  the  next  regular  session,  williout  detriment 
.  to  the  interests  of  the  state.  The  members  to  be 
elected  the  coming  autumn  would  not,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  things  be  called  to  take  their  seats 
'  until  some  months  after  the  annual  election  in  1843. 
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In  this  slate  of  tilings  and  in  view  of  our  present  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments,  we  believed  tiiat  the  ex- 
pensescs  of  an  extra  session  siiould  be  avoided. — 
We  so  spoke;  vve'so  acted.  A  bill  to  delay  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  congress  was  voted  down  by 
the  majority,  and  an  extra  session  ordered.  The  rea- 
son avowed  by  the  speaker  of  the  house,*Mr.  Spald- 
ing, that  the  democracy  having  a  present  majority 
would  be  fools  not  to  district  the  state  themselves; 
that  "a  bird  in  the  hand  was  worth  two  in  the  bush." 
It  was  thus  openly  avowed  by  the  acknowledged 
leaders  of  the  party,  that  an  extra  session  must  be 
held  to  enable  the  present  majority  to  so  district  the 
state  as  to  subserve  their  own  party  ends.  They 
dared  not  to  trust  the  men,  whom  the  people  might 
elect  as  their  servants  in  the  next  legislature.  Party 
mustbe  cared  for;  the  bird  must  be  firmly  clenched. 
The  majority  dared  not  trust  a  people  who  had  felt 
the  evils  of  their  action. 

Thus  was  the  extra  session  called  for  the  avowed 
object  of  so  districting  the  state  as  to  subserve  mere 
party  purposes.  Mr.  Spalding  again  at  the  pre- 
sent session  boldly  put  forth  the  same  abominable 
doctrine,  the  same  infamous  motives  for  their  action. 
Other  members  also  avowed  the  same  rule  of  ac- 
tion. All  seemed  agreed  in  one  thing,  that  of  so 
districting  the  state  as  to  secure  the  largest  possible 
number  of  loco  foco  members  of  congress.  Thus 
did  members  oiler  up  to  their  oaths  and  their  inte- 
grity as  willing  sacrifice  to  their  party  feelings;  nor 
had  they  the  modesty  to  conceal  their  shame.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  reprobate  such  anti-democra- 
tic and  immoral  principles  as  these.  When  they 
shall  become  current  in  this  country,  and  be  tolerat- 
ed by  a  free  people,  corruption  has  already  done  its 
work  upon  the  vitals  of  the  republic,  and  as  a  people 
we  shall  be  fitted  to  become  tools  to  any  despot  who 
may  claim  ou^aliegiance. 

We  allude  to  the  facts  to  demonstrate  that  the  pre- 
sent majority  was  recklessly  bent  upon  perpetualmg 
their  power  by  an  utter  disregard  of  their  oaths  and 
the  interests  of  the  people.  The  whigs  were  to  be, 
as  far  as  it  was  possible,  disfranchised.  But  the 
majority  found  unexpected  difficulties  in  carrying 
out  the  scheme  of  iniquity.  They  could  readily  ! 
agree  to  despoil  the  whigs;  but  not  how  to  divide  the 
spoils  among  themselves.  There  were  political  as-  j 
pirants  in  their  own  ranks  who  would  be  provided 
for,  and  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  no  bill  could 
pass,  which  did  not  secure  to  them  suitable  districts. 
Latham  must  have  his  district,  with  the  reversion  in 
Byington;  JVIr.  Speaker  Spalding  must  also  be  cared 
for.  He  represented  a  whig  county,  having  been 
elected  on  a  local  question,  and  that  question  had 
now  been  settled.  He  had,  therefore,  nothing  more 
to  expect  from  the  people  of  Summit — Summit, 
therefore,  must  be  placed  out  of  its  old  associations, 
in  order  to  atlbrd  a  passage  to  him  from  the  speaker's 
chair  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  There 
were  the  Taylors  and  the  McNultys  who  had  also 
their  claims.  In  the  conflict  of  individual  claims, 
the  party  were  unable  to  agree  upon  any  bill  for  dis- 
tricting the  state.  The  power  of  the  Tin-pan  was 
invoked  in  vain.  The  joint  select  committee,  could 
not  come  to  any  agreement.  To  be  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  chairman  reported  a  bill  to  the  senate,  with 
which  no  one  was  entirely  satisfied.  Other  bills 
were  reported,  and  failed  to  reunite  the  party.  In 
these  futile  attempts  of  the  majority  to  harmonize 
among  themselves,  two  weeks  of  the  session  wore 
away,  and  no  measure  had  yet  been  matured.  In 
this  emergency,  the  Tin-pun  was  again  employed,  as 
we  have  heard  and  believe.  Unable  to  agree,  the 
leaders  induced  the  rank  and  file  to  acquiese  in  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  draft  a  bill  for  which 
the  party  should  pledge  themselves  to  vote,  be  its 
provisions  what  they  might.  Mr.  Bartly,  as  one  of 
a  select  committee  to  whom  the  former  bill  had  been 
committed,  on  Saturday  last  reported  an  entire  new 
plan.  Having  been  printed,  it  was  on  Monday  taken 
up  in  the  senate,  and  the  day  exhausted  by  the  whig 
senators  in  exposing  its  unjust  provisions,  its  party 
character,  its  want  of  contiguity  of  territory,  and 
the  inequality  of  population  in  the  different  districts. 
Two  of  the  majority  Messrs.  Spanglerand  Hosteller, 
were  dissatisfied  v/ilh  the  bill.  On  Tuesday  morn- 
ing on  motion  of  Mr.  Spangler,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  of  one,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  new  bill.  This  was  done  immedi- 
ately, Mr.  Spangler  reporting  a  new  bill  as  a  com- 
promise, in  which  he  hoped  all  could  unite.  The 
bill,  hosvever,  made  no  district  for  Mr.  Spalding. — 
Licking  was  also  attached  to  Muskingum,  whereby 
the  political  aspirations  of  Mr.  Taylor  were  blasted. 
This  move  produced  an  instantaneous  explosion 
among  the  leaders.  Mr.  Taylor  denounced  the  ve- 
nerable senator  from  Fairfield  as  an  old  baldheaded 
traitor  to  the  democracy.  The  whig  minority  had 
but  a  moment  to  examine  the  bill;  they,  however, 
saw  at  a  glance  that  it  had  been  drawn  up  io  a  spirit 


of  concession,  and  though  not  a  bill  they  would  have 

proposed,  yet  they  were  ready,  in  order  to  bring  the 

session  to  a  close,  to  accept  this  offer  from  one  of 

their   political  opponents.     They    voted  for  it  to  a 

man  and  the  amendment   was  carried,  and  the  bill 

passed  the  senate  the  same  day,  by  the  vote  of  the 

whigs,  and  Messrs,  Spangler  and    Hostettcr.     How 

to  defeat  this  measure  of  partial  justice  was  next  the 

i  object  of  the  leaders.     The  Tin-pan  was  convened, 

j  members  were  dragooned,  the  refractory  whipped  in, 

and  the  members  of  the  lower  house   induced  to  re- 

iject    this   bill    of  the    senate   on    its    first  presenta- 

j  tion.     The  bill  was  rejected  by  a  strict  party  vote, 

I  with    the    exception    of   the    member   from    Fair- 

j  field. 

I  By  this  act  the  house  had  in  effect  refused  to  con- 
I  sider  the  subject  of  dividing  the  state  into  congres- 
'  sional  districts.  By  the  parliamentary  law,  such  was 
j  the  effect  of  this  vote  to  reject.  It  was  also  a  gross 
disrespect  to  a  co-ordinate  house,  the  like  of  which 
cannot  be  found  in  the  history  of  legislation.  This 
course  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  dominant  majo- 
rity clearly  demonstrated  that  they  were  prepared 
for  almost  any  move,  if  they  could  not  otherwise  se- 
cure their  cherished  object,  districts  for  themselves 
and  the  greatest  possible  number  of  L.  F.  members 
of  congress. 

Thus,  after  a  session  of  more  than  two  weeks,  the 
general  assembly,  on  this,  its  main  business,  found 
itself  just  where  it  was  at  the  commencement.  How 
much  longer  it  was  to  be  kept  here,  no  one  could 
tell,  the  whigs  were  anxious  to  leave,  and  the  loco 
foco  leaders  began'  to  feel  the  odium  attached  to 
them  by  longer  continuing  the  session.  The  state, 
however,  must,  be  districted;  the  party  must  agree. 
It  is  said  the  Tin-pan  was  again  invoked,  and  a  bill 
concocted,  in  which  were  combined  all  the  odious 
features  of  every  other  bill.  This  bill  secured  both 
objects — districts  to  suit  members,  and  the  greatest 
number  of  loco  foco  districts.  The  majority  at  first 
determined  to  force  it  through  without  having  it 
printe  1;  but  were  induced  to  permit  to  lie  upon  the 
table  until  printed,  when  assured  by  the  whigs  that 
they  could  not  be  made  to  vote  upon  the  bill  until 
they  had  time  to  examinC'^it,  with  reference  to  its 
territory,  population,  and  its  political  character. — 
The  bill  was  taken  up  on  Wednesday,  and  dis- 
cussed, until  evening,  when  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  a  strict  party 
vote. 

We  examined  this  bill,  we  studied  its  combinations, 
and  found  them  infinitely  worse,  more  unjust,  than 
any  of  its  predecessors.  And  in  order  that  you  may 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  atrocious  character  of  this 
bill,  we  give  an  abstract  of  the  same,  showing  the 
number  of  the  districts,  the  counties  they  comprise 
and  the  population  in  each  district,  with  the  majori- 
ties as  indicated  by  the  vote  for  governor  in  1840;  a 
vote  more  favorable  to  us  than  we  can  soon  again 
expect,  as  it  was  a  fuller  vote.  The  first  column 
gives  the  names  of  counties,  the  second  the  amount 
of  population  in  each  county,  the  third  the  amount 
of  population  in  each  district,  and  the  fourth  the  po- 
litical majorities. 
-      -        ■    ■■  38,107 

92,965 

16,297 

77,369—2,378  whig. 

40,378 

25,030 

18,108 

83,516—107  L.  F. 

20,099 

30,901 

18,521 

79,521—405  L.  F. 

34,603 

25,631 

60,234—163  L.  F. 

23,724 

13,719 

26,506 

63,949—4,803  whig. 

18,352 

18,467 

12,599 

23  933 

~ 73,351—1,573  whig. 

44,532 

14,765 
8,422 

67,719—1,016  L.  F. 

21,591 

29,579 

22,060 

73,229-122  L.  F. 

35,096 

19,344 

20,852 

75,292—1,026  L.  F. 


1.— Trumbull 
Portage 
Geauga 

2. — Columbiana 
Jefferson 
Carroll 

3. — Harrison 
Belmont 
Monroe 

4.— Stark 

Tuscarawas 

5. — Ashtabula 
Lake 
Cuyahoga 

6.— Medina 
Lorain 
Erie 
Huron 

7. — Richland 
Marion 
Union 

8. — Coshocton 
Knox 
Delaware 

9. — Licking 
Perry 
Morgan 


10.— Fairfield 
Pickaway 
Fayette 

11. — Hocking 
Ross 
Pike 

Jackson 
Adams 

12.— Highland 
Brown 
Clermont 

13. — Hamilton 
14.— Butler 
Preble 

Montgomery 

15. — Warren 
Greene 
Clinton 
Clark 

16. — Washington 
Athens 
Meigs 
Galiia 
Lawrence 
Scioto 

17. — Holmes 
Wayne 
Summit 

18. — Muskingum 
Guernsey 

19.— Franklin 

Madison 
Champaign 
Logan 
Miami, 

20.— Crawford 

Seneca 

Sandusky 

Ottowa 

Hapcock 

HaiWin 

Wood 

21.— Shelby 
Lucas 
Henry 
Williams 
Putnam 
Paulding 
Van  Wert 
Allen 
Mercer 
Darke 


31,924 
19,725 
10,984 
62,636—309  L.  F. 

7,741 
27,460 

7,626 

9,744 
13,183 

67,754—284  whig. 

22,269 
22,715 
23,106 

68,090—384  L.  F. 

80,145—21  whig. 

28,173 
19,482 
31,938 

79,593—197  L.  F. 

23,141 
17,528 
15,779 
16,822 

73,270—4,235  whig. 

20,823 
19,109 
11,452 
13,444 

9,738 
11,192 

85,768—3,440  whig. 

18,088 
35,808 
22,560 

76,456—741  L.  F. 

38,749 
27,788 

66,497—1,587  whig. 

25,049 


84,498—3,725  whig. 


12,154 

9,382 
2,503 
4,865 
5,189 
1,034 
1,577 
9,079 
8,277 
13,282 


-63,651—1,135  L.  F. 


66,942—799  L.  F.« 


*A  wit  communicated   to  the    Columbus  Gazette,  the 
following  description  of  the  shape  of  some  of  ihe  con- 
gressional districts  as  arranged  by  the  majority. 
The  Gerrymander,  or  the  animals  stirred  up  with  a  long 
pole. 
TxJNE— Old  Rosin  The  Bow. 

Come  all  ye  young  whigs  of  Ohio, 

All  ye  who  are  curious  to  see 

The  wonderful  works  of  creation 

Composing  this  Menagerie. 

Hnlmes,  Summit  and  Wayne  in  this  figure, 

Display  all  the  forms  of  a  Quail, 

Escaped  from  the  hands  of  its  keeper, 

And  fled,  with  the  loss  of  its  tail. 

Here  Franklin,  Champaign  and  Miami, 

With  Logan  and  Madison  too: 

A  sprightly  and  beautiful  creature 

Is  [his  same  little  Kangahoo. 

Old  Ross,  Adams,  Jackson  and  Ilockinff, 

Would  make  a  Greyhound,  without  fail, 

.■^nd  Pike,  the  strong  hold  of  the  locos, 

Lies  snug  at  the  root  of  the  tail 

Washington,  Scioto  and  Laurence, 

Be  sober,  ye  whigs,  and  dont  laugh, 

With  Gallia,  Meigs  and  old  Athens, 

Presents  to  the  view  a  Giraffe. 
Appraisement  law.  The  appraisement  law  takes 
effect  on  the  20ih  of  the  present  month.  It  is  not  impe- 
rative unless  demanded  by  the  debtor.  It  provides  that, 
'before  any  sheriff  or  other  officer  sells  any  goods  or  chat- 
ties under  execution,  he  must  if  required  by  the  debtor, 
summons  three  respectable  householders  of  the  county- 
who  shall,  under  oath,  appraise  the  value  of  each  article 
in  money;  that  the  appraisers  shall  deliver  their  n  ■ 
mate  to  the  .sheriff  or  other  oflacers;  and  that  no  ui  ■ 
shall  be  sold  fur  less  tiian  t.vo-ihirds  of  ltd  ajrt  i  ' 
value. 
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From  this  abstract  it  will  be  seen  what  the  politi- 
cal character  of  the  bill  is.  The  bill  gives  seven  dis- 
tricts to  the  whigs  and  twelve  to  the  Loco  Foco 
party,  and  two  districts  may  be  said  to  be  doubtful 
with  fair  chance  for  success  in  favor  of  our  opponents. 
Were  the  whi2;s  to  carry  the  state  by  ten  thousand, 
they  could  elect  only  seven  members  of  congress, 
while  the  minority  would  elect  fourteen.  This  at 
first  blush  demonstrates  that  the  bill  proposes  to  dis- 
franchise one-half  of  the  whigs  in  the  state. 

But  let  us  examine  the  bill  a  little  more  minutely. 
The  law  of  congress  requires  the  stale  to  be  divided 
in  single  districts  composed  of  a  contiguom  territory.  It 
needs  only  a  glance  at  the  map  to  see  how  far  conti- 
guity of  territory  has  been  regarded  in  this  bill.  It 
has  not  only  not  been  regarded;  it  has  been  most 
grossly  disregarded.  Take  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties'of  Ashtabula,  Lake  and  Cuyahoga;  a 
district  running  about  one  hundred  miles  along  the 
lake  shore,  and  in  some  places  not  more  than  from 
six  to  ten  miles  in  breadth.  Look  at  the  district 
formed  of  counties  of  Summit,  Wayne,  and  Holmes. 
Summit  scarcely  touches  Wayne.  Why  was  this 
unnatural  district  made.>  The  answer  is  at  hand;  in 
order  to  gratify  the  vaulting  ambition  of  Mr.  Speak- 
er Spaulding,  who  had  set  his  heart  on  going  to  con- 
gress. District  No.  7  will  show  how  carefully  lo- 
cofocism  has  consulted  contiguity  of  territory.  Un- 
ion has  no  more  intercourse  with  Richland  than  with 
Ashtabula.  Study  also  the  outlines  of  district  No. 
19  running  from  the  centre  of  the  state,  almost  to 
the  Indiana  state  line.  District  No.  16,  runs  along 
the  Ohio  for  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  We 
will  not  further  particularize.  Fully  to  see  the 
monstrous  features  of  this  bill,  it  will  only  be  ne- 
cessary to  consult  your  map;  you  will  there  discover 
the  turnings  and  windings  of  locofccoism,  in  the 
construction  of  this  bill;  a  bill,  which  while  it  pre 
tends  to  follows  the  law  of  congress,  is  a  most  gross 
violation  of  its  spirit  and  letter. 

Why  was  all  this  done?  Why  were  the  counties 
6o  disarranged,  and  the  state  so  gerrymandered? 
What  was  the  object  of  the  leaders  but  to  secure 
districts  for  themselves  and  the  greatest  possible 
number  of  locofoco  members  to  congress?  That 
this' was  the  express  object  of  the  bill,  needs  only  a 
glance  at  the  map  and  election  returns,  to  demon- 
strate. By  this  bill,  every  county,  which  in  1840 
gave  a  locofoco  majority,  is  thrown  mto  districts 
certain  to  elect  locofoco  members  to  congress; 
while  nineteen  counties  which  gave  whig  majorities 
at  that  election,  are  swallowed  up  in  Van  Buren 
districts.  This  strange  combination  could  not  have 
been  accidental;  it  must  have  been  done  designedly; 
and  the  motive  for  it  could  have  been  none  other  than 
political:  it  was  an  open  attempt  to  defraud  thou- 
sands of  whig  electors  of  their  proper  weight  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States.  Nor  is  this  all:  the 
seven  whig  districts  gave  in  1340  an  aggregate  whig 
maiority  of  21,734;  while  the  twelve  locofoco  dis- 
tricts gave  a  majority  of  only  6,334;  leaving  an  ex- 
cess of  whig  majorities  in  seven  whig  over  twelve 
locofoco  districts  of  15,396.  By  this  arrange- 
ment and  combination  of  counties,  the  whigs  might 
have  a  majority  of  ten  thousand  in  the  state,  and  yet 
fourteen  locofoco  members  to  seven  whigs  be 
elected  to  congress.  Would  this  be  a  fair  represen- 
tation for  the  stale  of  Ohio,  with  such  a  whig  ma- 
jority? 

There  are  other  enormities  still.  The  seven  whig 
districts  contain  a  population  of  524,702;  while  se- 
ven locofoco  districts  have  a  population  of  only 
462  499,  leaving  a  whig  excess  of  62,203;  a  greater 
amount  of  population  than  is  contained  in  one  of  the 
locofoco  districts.  Compare  whig  districts  Nos. 
1  16;  and  19,  containing  a  population  of  247,635 
with  locofoco  districts  Nos.  4,  20,  and  21,  having 
a  population  of  190,827,  and  you  find  a  whig  excess 
of  56,808.  What  reason  for  their  giving  to  one  por- 
tion and  taking  from  another?  Can  there  be  any 
other  given  than  that  tlie  one  lie  in  locolooo,  and 
the  other  in  whig  counties?  Again:  whig  district 
No.  19,  adjoins  locofoco  district  No.  11,  we  say 
locofoco  because  this  district  last  fall  gave  near 
five  hundred  of  a  locofoco  majority  No.  16,  has 
a  population  of  85,763;  No.  11,  of  67,754;  excess  in 
the  whi"-  18,014.  Take  the  county  of  Scioto  from 
No.  16,  and  you  still  have  in  that  district  an  excess 
over  the  congressional  ratio  of  over  4,000,  and  of 
near  two  thousand  over  the  ratio  for  this  slate.  Now 
add  Scioto  county  to  No.  11,  and  you  have  a  popu- 
lation of  78,948;  and  the  diflerence  between  the  two 
districts  is  only  4,370.  instead  of  18,014,  as  at  pre 
sent.  Why  was  Scioto  county  added  to  a  district  al 
ready  having  an  excess  of  population?  There  can 
be'  but  one  reason.  To  have  added  Scioto,  a  whig 
county,  to  district  No.  11,  would  have  rendered  it  a 
certain  whig  district,  whereby  Ihe  aspirations  of  the 
senator  Irom  Ross  and  the  member  from  Pike  would 


have  been  extinguished  at  once.  Scioto  county  must, 
therefore,  be  disfranchised  rather  than  that  Latham, 
Byington,  &  Co.  should  not  have  a  chance  of  getting 
to  congress.  The  people  must  be  defrauded  rather 
than  that  these  candidates  should  be  disappointed. 
We  might  point  out  other  equally  outrageous  fea- 
tures of  this  bill;  but  time  will  not  permit.     You 


Under  these  circumstances,  we  thought  that  our 
duty  as  repesentatives  required  of  us  to  return  to  the 
people  again  that  power,  which  we  could  no  longer 
exercise  for  their  benefit,  but  was  to  be  used  by 
others  to  their  lasting  injury.  We  availed  ourselves 
of  the  only  constitutional  mode  left  to  us  of  serving 
you,  by  preventing  the    passage  of   this    monstrous 


examine  it  for  yourselves,  and  correctly  decide  upon  |  measure.     We  have  thrown  back  the  trust  into  your 
its  monstrous  character.  I  hands;  and  it  is  now  for  you  to   say  whether  such  a 

Against  the  passage  of  such  an  abominable  bill,  I  proposition  shall  ever  become  a  law.  We  have  ap- 
we  raised  our  voices  in  loud  remonstrance.  We  in-]  pealed  from  the  iron  despotism  of  the  Tin  Pan  di- 
voked  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  which  frowned  rectly  to  you,  in  v/hose  hands  rests  all  political  pow- 
upon  this  attempt  of  a  minority  to  rule  the  majority;    er,  and  by  whose  breath   alone   are  we,  as  legisla 


we  pointed  to  the  law  of  congress;  we  reminded  the 
majority  of  the  obligalions  of  their  oalhs;  we  ap- 
pealed to  their  sense  of  justice,  and  to  their  obliga- 
lions as  men;  but  all  in  vain.  The  iron  decree  fiad 
gone  forth  from  the  midnight  caucus;  from  the  dark 
recesses  of  the  Tin  Pan;  and  wo  to  the  poor 
locofoco  who  from  a    sense  of  justice  or  iny  other 


tors,  permitted  to  live.  In  taking  this  step,  we  have 
anxiously  sought  for  the  light  of  truth  to  guide  us  in 
the  path  of  duty;  and  we  have  acted  in  full  view  of 
the  responsibility  resting  upon  us.  The  decision  is 
now  in  your  hands.  If  you  wish  that  the  legislation 
of  the  state  should  be  controlled  by  the  machinery 
of  a  parly  caucus,  yon  will  say  so,  and   we  shall  ac- 


motive,  should   dare  oppose  its   execution.     Should  i  quiesce  in  that  decision,  however  destructive  of  your 


he  break  the  party  lock  step,  or  shuffle  out  of  the 
file,  he  might  as  well  Ihrow  himself  from  Ihe  peak 
of  TeneriSe  or  into  the  crater  of  Etna.  Though 
amendment  after  amendment  was  offered  with  a  view 
to  shear  the  hill  of  some  of  its  monstrosities,  they 
were  regularly  put  down  by  a  compact,  an  unbroken 
party  vote:  and  the  bill  passed  to  its  engrossment,  re- 
ceiving the  entire  vole  of  the  party.  No  one  of  the 
majority  condescended  to  defend  the  bill  as  a  whole; 
on  the  contrary,  many  of  the  majority  have  admitted 
its  unjust,  odious,  and  abominable  character.  The 
member  from  Richmond  was  bitterly  opposed  to  the 
hill;  he  said  upon  the  floor,  that  "he  considered  the 
bill  in  the  shape  in  which  he  was  required  to  vote, 
as  perfectly  ridiculous,  indefensible  and  atrocious; 
but  that  he  must  vote  for  it  under  instructions  from 
his  constituents.  What  constituents?  The  dictators 
of  the  Tin  Pan.  The  despotism  of  party  caucuses 
prevailed;  he  dared  not  break  the  lock  step  of  party; 
he  voted  for  the  bill.  What  an  iron  handed  despo- 
tism must  that  be,  which  can  force  men  thus  to  vote, 
against  the  conviclions  of  iheir  own  judgments! 

Here  then  was  a  bill  so  monstrous  in  its  character 
as  to  be  declared  indefeasible  by  those  who  voted  for 
t;  a  bill  which  disfranchised  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  state,  a  bill  by  which  its  authors  pro- 
posed to  give  to  the  whigs,  embracing  a  large  major- 
ity of  the  electors  of  the  state,  as  is  demonstrated 
by  the  returns  of  the  two  last  elections,  seven  mem- 
bers of  congress,  and  secure  to  the  party  now  in  the 
ascendant  in  the  legislature,  by  fraud,  fourteen;  the 
majority  of  the  people  were  to  be  represented  by  se- 
ven; the  minority  by  fourteen.  This  bill,  conceived 
in  sin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity,  was  about  to 
be  fastened  upon  the  people  of  Ohio  m  utter  disre- 
gard of  their  rights,  or  wishes,  or  feelings,  by  r»ck- 
Tess  parly  leaders  under  the  infernal  agency  of  the 
Tin  Pan.  What  were  the  whig  members  to  do?  sit 
tamely  by,  and  permit  this  bill  to  become  a  law — 
this  fraud  to  be  consummated?  This  very  majority 
now  possess  their  power  to  do  mischief  by  the  per- 
petration of  a  similar  fraud.  The  iniquitous  appor- 
tionment of  1839-40  was  passed  by  the  same  party, 
and. to  secure  the  same  end,  a  party  majority  in  the 
legislature.  Thus  fraud  was  to  be  heaped  upon 
fraud  in  order  to  obtain  a  parly  majority  in  congress, 
as  well  as  in  the  general  assembly, — a  party  majori- 
ty, which  should  misrepresent  the  wishes  and  inte- 
rests of  a  great  majority  which  would  go  against  a 
tariff  to  protect  our  own  labors  from  foreign  compe- 
tition, and  for  re-establishment  of  the  odious  sub- 
treasury.     This,  too,  was   not  an  ordinary  act  of  le- 


best  interests  we  may  know  it  to  be.  But  we  do  not 
believe  that  you,  the  people  of  Ohio,  will  ever  sanc- 
tion by  your  votes  any  such  irresponsible  power  in 
the  slate;  we  believe  your  good  sense,  and  a  regard 
to  your  own  welfare  as  individuals  as  well  as  that  of 
the  state,  will  induce  you  to  place  the  seal  of  repro- 
bation upon  it.  We  believe  that  you  desire  that 
your  representatives  should  follow  their  own  judg- 
ments and  your  wishes,  instead  of  any  party  leaders, 
or  the  decrees  of  any  party  caucus.  You,  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio,  have  now  an  opportunity  to  crush  this 
system  of  Tin  Pan  legislation,  whence  has  originat- 
ed all  the  miserable  laws,  whereby  our  interests  have 
been  trodden  down  into  the  dust.  You  will  say, 
too,  whether  this  bill  of  abominations  shall  ever  be- 
come a  law.  The  men  whom  you  are  about  to  en- 
trust with  power,  will  have  the  rectmsideration  of 
this  whole  subject.  If  you  wish  for  an  honest  ap- 
portionment, one  which  shall  enable  your  different 
opinions  to  be  fairly  represented  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  you  will  elect  men  who  will  in 
this  matter  regard  your  wishes.  The  whole  subject 
is  now  at  your  disposal,  and  we  indulge  the  full  as- 
surance that  you  will  fearfully  rebuke  this  spirit  of 
party  despotism. 

The  subject  of  districting  the  stale  was  the  only 
occasion  of  this  extra  session.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  matter,  no  extra  session  would  have  been  held. 
We  know  that  the  rash,  ill-advised,  and  reckless  le- 
gislation of  last  session  has  crippled  the  entire  busi- 
ness of  the  state,  and  almost  deprived  the  people  of 
a  currency.  We  know,  too,  that  many  of  you,  with- 
out regard  to  party  consideration,  anxiously  looked 
to  the  action  of  this  session  for  some  measure  of  re- 
lief— some  act,  whereby  a  currency  could  be  suppli- 
ed to  meet  your  necessities.  Knowing  the  men  who 
compose  the  present  majority,  we  knew  Ihat  these 
hopes  would  be  disappointed.  Their  business  is  de- 
struction; other  men  must  re-build  the  ruins  of  their 
legislation.  Sufficient  had  already  transpired  to 
show  that  the  majority  did  not  design  to  touch  the 
subject  of  the  currency  at  the  present  session.  Early 
m  the  session  several  petitions  had  been  presented, 
as  well  from  the  people  as  from  one  of  the  banks, 
asking  for  the  extension  of  the  charters  of  the  specie 
paying  banks.  These  had  been  referred  to  the  ap- 
propriate committees  in  the  different  branches.  A  bill 
also  was  presented  in  the  house  by  one  of  the  majo- 
rity, to  extend  the  existence  of  the  specie  paying 
banks,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  last  winter. 
This  bill,  loo,  was  sent  to  the  same  committee;  and. 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  who  well  knows  the 


gislalion.  It  was  designed  to  remain  in  force  for  ten,  wishes  of  his  parly,  has  never  called  a  meeting  of 
years,  and  for  that  length  of  time  to  perpetuate  the  |  ((,at  committee  to  consider  this  bill,  or  these  peti- 
political  power  of  this  reckless  faction.  Had  it  been  |  Hops  of  the  people.  They  have  been  treated  with 
an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  we  might  have  left  its  utter  contempt,  as  unworthy  of  the  consideration  of 
condemnation  to  the  silent  influence  of  the  ballot  I  t^jj  majority.  No  report  has  been  made  in  either 
box;  but  this  bill  disarmed  the  people  themselves,  i  h^use  up  to  the  day  of  our  resignation.  The  senate, 
it  broke  down  the    power  of  the   ballot  box^  by  ena- |  tog^  had  passed  a   resolution  to  adjourn   on  Monday 


bling  the  few  to  rule  and  ruin  the  many.  To  retain 
our  seats  would  render  us  accessary  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  Two-thirds  of  each  house  are  necessa- 
ry to  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  If  the  whig 
members,  therefore,  retained  their  seats,  this  acci- 
dental majority  of  two  could  pass  this  bill  of  abomi- 
nation. If  the  whig  members  should  resign,  the  two 
houses  would  be  left  without  a  quorum  and  Ihe  ma- 
jority without  power  to  pass  the  bill.  To  retain  our 
seats  then  was  to  pass  the  bill.  In  this  stale  of  the 
case,  there  was  but  one  question  for  us  to  determine. 
We  had  received  our  present  stations  from  the  hands 
of  a  generous  people,  and  for  their  benefit.  We 
could  no  longer  secure  that  object;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, longer  to  exercise  the  powers  committed  to 
us,  was  to  inflict  a  gross  injustice  upon  our  constitu- 
d  to  enable  a  reckless  parly  to  trample  under 


t;  thus  demonstrating  that  the  majority  there  had 
no  design  to  touch  this  subject  at  the  present  session. 
Nay,  more;  this  majority  never  will  do  any  thing  in 
favor  of  a  sound  and  safe  banking  system.  Their 
acts  show  that  they  arc  bank  destructives,  and  the 
advocates  of  the  currency  of  despotisms,  a  hard  mo- 
ney currency.  If  the  people  wish,  as  we  are  fully 
convinced  they  do,  for  a  safe  and  sound  and  practi- 
cable system  of  banking,  they  must  entrust  power  to 
other  hands.  This  question,  too,  is  now  in  your 
hands,  and  can  be  settled  to  your  wishes  and  interests 
by  the  selection  of  men  who  will  represent  those 
wishes  and  interests. 

We  have  done.  We  have  stated  the  facts  and  the 
reasons  of  our  action.  We  submit  our  conduct  to 
the  arbitrament  of  a   great   and   intelligent  people. 


foot  their  rights.  If  a  bill  w.is  not  passed,  no  injury  I  with  the  full  assurance  that  they  will  vindicate  their 
would  accrue  to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  rights  and  protect  ^e'r  'Uterests  from  eckles  ex 
stalP  IperimenUat  the  ballot  box;  that  they  will  place  theic 
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iron  heel  upon  the  men  who  resort  to  such  party  ma- 
chinery, and  once  more  fill  the  halls  of  legislation 
with  those  who  will  alone  regard  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  instead 
of  offering  up  both  at  the  altar  of  this  Moloch  of  par- 
ty- 

SENATORS. 

JOSEPH  BARNET,  of  Montgomery. 
JAMES  S.  CARPENTER,  of  Medina. 
JOHN  CROVVELL,  of  Trumbull. 
CHAUNCEY  DEWEY,  of  Harrison. 
SEABURY  FORD,  of  Geauga. 
GRIFFITH  FOOS,  of  Clinton. 
JAMES  H.  GODMAN,  of  Marion. 
JAMES  HENDERSON,  of  Muskingum. 
SIMEON  NASH,  of  Gallia. 
ISAAC  S.  PERKINS,  of  Greene. 
JOSEPH  M.  ROOT,  of  Huron. 
ELISHA  N.  SILL,  of  Summit. 
BENJAMIN  STANTON,  of  Logan. 
WILLIAM  I.  THOMAS,  of  Miami. 
ABRAHAM  VAN  VORHES,of  Athens. 
BENJAMIN  F.  WADE,  of  Ashtabula. 
ALEXANDER  WADDLE,  of  Clark. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

J.   B.  ACKLEY,  of  Meigs. 
ALBERT  A.  BLISS,  of  Lorain. 
TURNER  G.  BROWN,  of  Guernsey. 
CHARLES  BOWEN,  of  Muskingum. 
DAVID  CHAMBERS,  of        do. 
JOSEPH  CHENOWETH,  of  Franklin. 
REEDER  W.  CLARKE,  of  CTermont. 
JOHN  P.  CONVERSE,  of  Geauga. 
ELEUTHEROS  COOKE,  of  Erie. 
GIDEON  DUNHAM,  of  Brown. 
STEVEN  EVANS,  of  Clinton. 
JOHN  FUDGE,  of  Greene. 
SIMON  FULLER,  of  Lake. 
ISAAC  H.  GARD,  of  Darke. 
MOSES  GREGORY,  of  Scioto. 
JOSEPH  S.  HAWKINS,  of  Preble. 
THOMAS  M.  KELLEY,  of  Cuyahoga. 
WILLIAM  C.  LAWRENCE,  of  Union. 
NATHANH:L  MEDBERY,  of  FrankUn. 
WILLIAM  B.  McCREA,  of  Champaign. 
JOSEPH  OLDS,  of  Pickaway. 
SIMON  PERKINS,  Jun.  of  Summit. 
THOMAS  W.  POWELL,  of  Delaware. 
JOHN  PROBASCO,  Jun.  of  Warren. 
ROBERT  C.  SCHENCK,  of  Montgomery. 
S.  H.  SMITH,  of  do. 

JOHN  A.  SMITH,  of  Highland. 
JASON  STREATOR,  of  Portage. 
JOSIAH  SCOTT,  of  Harrison. 
S.  F.  TAYLOR,  of  Ashtabula. 
STEPHEN  TITUS,  of  Meigs. 
JOSEPH  UPDEGRAFF,  of  Shelby. 
LORENZO  WARNER,  of  Medina. 
STEPHEN  M.  WHEELER,  of  Clark. 

INDIANA. 
Election.  If  the  two  last  elections  are  admitted 
as  a  criterion,  the  state  would  seem  to  be  neatly  divi- 
ded between  the  two  parties.  The  last  legislature 
was  tied  on  joint  ballot,  the  whigs  having  a  majority 
of  six  in  the  senate,  and  V.  Buren  a  majority  of  six 
in  the  house.  And,  at  the  recent  election,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge  from  returns  received,  the  whigs  will 
for  a  time  have  a  majority  of  one  on  joint  ballot  in 
the  next  legislature.  One  of  the  counties  having  a  tie, 
leaves  an  odd  number  upon  joint  ballot.  Until  that 
■vacancy  is  supplied,  the  whigs  will  have  a  majority 
of  10  in  the  senate,  and  their  opponents  a  majority 
of  nine  in  the  house. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Mormons.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  16th 
states  that  ''Mr.  Ford,  the  gentleman  who  was  the 
agent  of  the  state  of  Missouri  in  conveying  from 
Got.  Reynolds  to  Gov.  Carlin  of  Illinois  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  former  for  the  persons  of  Joe  Smith  and 
O.  P.  Rockwell,  states  that  the  proper  authorities 
have  as  yet  been  unable  to  comply  with  the  demand. 
The  proper  writs  were  issued  by  Gov.  Carlin,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  and  two  deputies, 
and  they,  in  company  with  Mr.  Ford,  proceeded  to 
Nauvoo.  They  found  Smith  and  Rockwell,  and 
served  the  writs  upon  them  about  9  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  They  were  in  a  carriage,  reviewing  a  body 
of  Mormon  troops.  Smith  signified  his  intention  of 
claiming  the  protection  of  the  corporation  ordinance, 
enacted  to  suit  the  case  by  the  Nauvoo  council, 
which  declares  that  no  person  shall  be  taken  out  of 
the  corporation  without  first  having  had  a  trial  be- 
fore the  municipal  authorities.  The  officers  were 
unwilling  to  be  a  party  to  this  farce,  and,  after  wait- 
ing until  near  sun  down,  returned  to  Quincy,  and  re- 
ported the  facts  to  Gov.  Carlin. 

They  state  that  Smith  openly  defied  the  govern- 


ment of  both  states,  and  declared  that  he  would  not 
be  taken  to  Missouri,  where  he  could  not  expect  a 
fair  trial.  Gov.  Carlin  manifested  every  desire  to 
secure  the  arrest  of  the  accused,  hut  disliked  the 
expense  which  would  attend  the  calling  out  of  the 
militia  to  enforce  his  order,  and  the  ofhceis  were  in- 
structed to  return  a  second  time  to  Nauvoo,  to  exe- 
cute the  process  in  their  hands.  They  did  so,  but  on 
their  arrival  they  were  unable  to  find  either  Smith 
or  Rockwell.  It  was  understood,  that  Smith  had 
been  advised  of  the  movements  at  Quincy,  and  acted 
upon  the  suggestion  of  his  legal  counsel  at  Quincy, 
to  quit  Nauvoo  for  a  time.  Out  informant  left  the 
officers  at  Nauvoo,  but  there  is  no  expectation  of 
their  being  able  to  arrest  him.  His  followers  are 
too  well  armed  and  too  numerous  to  permit  any 
thing  of  the  kind  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Ford  informs  us  that  it  was  the  general  opi- 
nion among  the  Mormons  that  Rockwell  was  the 
person  who  shot  Gov.  Boggs,  and  many  of  them 
stated  if  Rockwell  did  commit  the  deed  it  was  at 
the  instigation,  or  with  the  knowledge  of  Smith.  He 
further  informs  us,  that  Gov.  Carlin  is  about  to  re- 
move the  state's  arms  from  Nauvoo." 


REPOKT  OF  THE  MINORITY 


ON  THE  VETO  MESSAGE. 

PRESENTED  TO  THE  HOUSE  REPRESENTATIVES,  AUG.  16 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  select  committee 
to  whom  the  president's  message  was  referred,  sub' 
mit  a  brief  and  hasty  protest  against  the  elaborate 
report  of  the  majority. 

Free  government  depends  on  constitutional  checks; 
otherwise,  democracy  is  despotism.  Each  house  of 
congress  has  an  absolute  negative  upon  the  other. — 
The  American  judiciary  exercises  power  to  annul 
laws.  The  union  and  the  states,  respectively,  in 
some  instances,  nullify  each  other's  legislation;  the 
sovereign  arbiter,  being  the  people,  never  yet,  in 
more  than  fifty  years  of  prosperous  experience,  fail- 
ing to  interpose  their  political  omnipotence,  peacea- 
bly, intelligibly,  and  for  the  general  welfare.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  fundamental  principles,  which  are  the 
conservative  bases  of  our  free  institutions,  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  requires  the  executive 
magistrate,  if  he  disapproves  an  act  of  congress,  to 
return  it,  with  hisobiections,  to  its  authors,  and  call 
upon  them  to  reconsider  before  it  can  become  a  law. 
There  is  no  veto,  as  is  too  often  supposed,  either  in 
the  word  or  spirit  of  the  constitution,  but  mere  au- 
thority for  executive  reference  to  legislative  recon- 
sideration. Unfounded  resemblance  has  been  igno- 
rantly  supposed  between  this  American  provision 
for  deliberation  to  prevent  error  of  passion  and  pre- 
cipitancy, and  the  absolute  inhibition  of  the  Roman 
or  the  modern  royal  veto.  There  is  no  resemblance 
whatever  between  them.  They  are  as  unlike  as  free 
and  absolute  government;  as  unlike  as  the  Polish 
veto,  which  allowed  every  member  of  a  single 
branch  of  legislature,  without  reason,  to  repudiate 
any  of  its  proceedings  bj  his  single  and  solitary  voice. 
Equally  unfounded  is  it  to  suppose,  as  ignorance  of 
their  operations  frequently  does,  that  the  monarchs 
of  France  and  England  are  not  absolute  enough  to 
use  the  veto.  They  use  it  every  day;  one  of  them, 
in  the  exclusive  right  of  initiating  all  legislation,  and 
both  of  them  by  the  vaster  means  of  executive  in- 
fluence. What  has  been  passionately  stigmatised  as 
the  one  man  power  in  this  country  is,  in  principle, 
the  same  thing  as  the  separation  of  congress  into 
two  bodies  to  correct  the  errors  of  each  other;  though 
much  less  powerful,  because  the  power  of  a  majori- 
ty, by  a  single  vote  in  either  house,  is  absolute,  while 
that  of  the  executive  is  merely  suspensive  and  sub- 
ordinate. Had  all  the  members  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives voted  on  the  tariff  bill,  it  would  have 
been  either  carried  or  lost  by  one  vote,  and  that  the 
casting  vote  of  the  speaker.  Thereismuchof  oneman 
power  in  all  free  governments? 

The  majorities  in  congress  in  1774,  on  all  the  es- 
sential points  and  principles  of  the  declaration  of 
rights,  were  but  one,  two,  or  three.  All  the  great 
critical  questions  about  men  and  measures,  from  1774 
to  1778,  were  decided  by  a  vote  of  a  single  state, 
and  that  often  by  the  vote  of  one  individual.  The  De- 
claration of  Independence  itself  was  so  carried.- — 
The  English  revolution  of  1688  was  determined  by 
one  or  two  votes  in  parliament.  The  king  of  France 
was  condemned  to  death  by  a  very  few  votes.  Jef- 
ferson was  elected  in  the  place  of  Burr,  after  thirty- 
seven  trials,  by  one  vote.  The  expedition  in  1745, 
from  New  England,  against  Cape  Breton,  which 
gave  peace  to  the  world,  was  carried  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  Massachusetts  by  a  single  vote. — 
Most  of  the  acts  of  congress,  in  the  memorable  ses- 
sion of  1794,  were  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
vice  president.  The  vote  of  New  York,  which  fi- 
nally led  to  the  convention  for  forming  the  present 
constitution,  after  the  failure  of  the  Virginia  attempt, 


by  which  only  the  states  were  represented  at  Anna- 
polis, was  carried  by  one  vote.  The  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  failed  to  be  rechartered  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  vice  president.  The  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  negatived,  when  first  proposed, 
by  the  speaker's  casting  vote.  This  instructive  enu- 
meration might  be  much  enlarged,  teaching  that  the 
responsibility  of  one  man  has  often  saved  states  and 
changed  constitutions.  Such  salutary  executive  au- 
thority been  exercised  from  the  outset  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  with  marked  approval  by  an  intel- 
ligent people,  wisely  appreciating  in  their  chief  re- 
presentative the  inestimable  value  of  a  firm  and 
judicious  interposition  of  this  conservative  and  indis- 
pensable relief.  For  the  first  time  in  the  annals  of 
the  United  States,  this  immediate  emanation  of  the 
constitution  is  subjected,  on  the  motion  of  an  ex-pre- 
sident, the  chairman  of  this  committee,  to  the  ob- 
struction of  the  mere  technicalities  of  legislation. — 
The  constitution  commands  us  to  journalize  the  pre- 
sident's objections  and  then  vote  on  them.  The 
house  did  so  on  his  premonitory  objections  to  a  like 
bill,  but  sent  him  another.  Had  we  power  to  do  so.' 
Were  not  the  functions  of  the  house  exhausted  by 
the  previous  proceeding?  Can  they  reiterate  upon 
the  executive  a  bill  which  he  has  returned  and  the 
house  cannot  carry?  No  such  attempt  was  ever  made 
before.  The  undersigned  feel  it  their  imperious 
duty  to  protest  against  and  resist  it  by  the  only  means 
left  to  a  minority,  preventive  of  the  unconstitutional 
acts  of  an  angry  majority,  believing  that  the  time  is 
near  at  hand  when  they  will  themselves  most  regret, 
as  all  will  condemn,  the  innovation. 

The  succession  of  the  acting  president  of  the  chief 
magistracy  was  unavoidably  followed  by  collisions 
between  him  and  the  party  who  selected  and  elected 
him  because  he  suffered  himself  to  remain  m  the 
hands  of  their  advisers  instead  of  his  own.  Those 
whose  political  sympathies  the  undersigned  enjoy 
are  in  no  respect  answerable  for  this  strife,  which 
they  have  uniformly  treated  witli  moderation,  ad- 
hering, however,  to  the  faith  of  their  own  politics. — 
We  neither  made  nor  aggravate  the  quarrel,  but 
calmly  and  conscientiously,  with  all  due  respect  to 
majorities  inexorably  ruling  in  both  houses,  stand 
upon  our  rights,  and  maintain  the  even  tenor  of  our 
way,  relying  upon  the  people  to  correct  and  restore 
whatever  may  be  amiss,  as  they  have  been  doing 
with  alacrity  ever  since  the  disastrous  commence- 
ment of  the  untoward  legislation  of  sessions  of  con- 
gress which  have  now  endured  for  nearly  twelve 
months  of  the  last  fifteen.  All  the  elections  since 
afford  unquestionable  proof  that  if  there  is  any  wrong 
in  the  federal  government  the  constitutional  means 

of  restoring  right  are  in  full  and  active  operation 

While  th)js  abiding  their  time,  the  minorities  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress  abide  by  the  principle  that  the 
first  magistrate  of  a  great  people  is  entitled  to  re- 
spect, and  even  by  opponents  should  be  treated  wittn 
decorum.  We  know  no  difference  in  language  and 
feeling  towards  the  president  and  those  which  we 
use  towards  each  other  in  congress.  His  not  being 
personally  present  is,  in  our  opinion,  no  reason  for 
maligning  his  motives,  traducing  his  character,  or 
vilifying  his  administration.  The  most  strenuous, 
inflexible,  and  successful  opposition,  consists  with 
the  language  and  spirit  of  moderation;  and  if  the  people 
are  the  intelligent  sovereignty  supposed  by  our  institu- 
tions, would  be  more  popular  than  indignation,  vio- 
lence, and  obloquy.  The  president  has  communicat- 
ed his  objections  to  an  act  of  congress,  which  num- 
bers so  large  in  both  houses  voted,  as  to  prove  b«- 
yond  doubt  that  it  is  extremejy  objectionable,  and 
hich  we,  in  common  with  every  one  of  those  large 
imbers,  representing,  as  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  the  wishes  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  conscientiously  deem  unwise,  unjust, 
and,  as  many  tnink,  unconstitutional.  The  presi- 
dent's objections  are  contained  in  a  respectful  mes- 
sage, temperate  in  tone,  persuasive  in  argument,  and 
developing  topics  which  we  believe  will  meet  with 
popular  acceptance.  Of  the  several  messages  of  the 
same  kind,  drawn  from  Mr.  Tyler  by  this  congress, 
candor  and  history  will  acknowledge,  we  think,  that 
the  last  is  the  best,  in  all  the  merits  of  reason,  dic- 
tion, and  temper.  The  constitution  gives  him  the 
right  which  his  conscience  enjoins  him  to  exercise. 
Allowing  the  chief  magistrate,  therefore,  what  every 
president  is  entitled  to,  and  has  enjoined  on  such 
occasions,  simply  to  speak  and  act  for  himself,  the 
next  step,  according  to  the  constitution  and  uniform 
practice,  should  have  been  forthwith  to  take  the  votes 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  which  would  undoubt- 
edly have  shown  that  the  president  is  sustained  by 
very  nearly  if  not  quite  a  majority. 

The  undersigned  regret  the  novel  and  (as  many- 
conceive)  unconstitutional  innovation  to  which  the 
president's  objections  are  subjected — not  for  his  ac- 
count, but  that  of  constitutional  liberty  and  con- 
gressional propriety.    We    believe   thai  he  is  per- 
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fectly  right  in  insisting  tiiat  tVie  public  land 
shall  not  be  withdrawn  from  the  assels  of  fede- 
ral government,  when,  with  ail  the  elements  of 
resource  and  abundance  proffering  their  relief  to 
congress,  it  persists  in  reducing  and  degrading  the 
country,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  extremities  of 
financial  want  and  pecuniary  distress.  We  go  much 
further  than  the  president.  We  think  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  withhold  the  magnificent  real 
estates  of  this  union  from  public  mortgage  is  an  act 
of  madness  and  suicide  difficult  to  conceive  of  hu- 
man passions.  We  have  not  a  doubt  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  strongly  disap- 
prove of  it,  and  that  a  majority  of  those  misrepre- 
sented by  majorities  in  congress,  whatever  their  im- 
pressions might  be  as  to  the  proper  disposition  of  the 
public  l.-^nds  under  ordinary  circumstances,  are  anx- 
ious that,  in  the  present  emergency,  they  should  be 
applied  to  restore  the  ci-edit  and  relieve  the  crying 
wants  of  government.  The  objection  is  equally  v.'cll 
taken  to  the  monstrous  misalliance  of  the  lands 
and  the  impost  in  the  smae  bill — pernicious  to  fair 
legislation  and  orderly  government.  Armies  and 
navies  unpaid  for  months,  disbanded  and  dismantled, 
not  for  lack  of  revenue,  but  through  party  passion; 
congress  without  their  own  favorite  compensation, 
putting  fetters  and  vetoes  on  all  the  operations  of  go- 
Ternment,  betray  a  spirit  of  petulant  self-denial,  the 
counterfeit  of  self-government.  A  member  of  this 
committee  imprecates  executive  counteraction,  by 
putlin,;  the  v/hole  country,  stripped  and  scourged,  to 
the  torture  of  trial  who  can  longest  bear  the  agonies 
of  destitution — thus  poisoning  the  very  wells  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  arousing  ruthless,  revolutionary  coun- 
teraction, if  the  people  are  not  wiser  than  some  of 
their  representatives.  Party,  an  element  and  help  of 
patriotism,  may  be  jirostituted  to  anarchical  dissen- 
sion. The  undersigned  trust  that  revolutionary  views 
are  not  common  in  congress,  as  we  feel  sure  that  they 
are  not  acceptable  to  the  people. 

It  is  not  for  this  protest  to  explain  or  enforce  the 
executive  objections.  Letting  them  speak  for  them- 
selves, we  vindicate  constitutional  rights  and  deprecate 
wrongs  by  congress.  Without  objecting  to  any  censure 
or  measure  deemed  proper  by  the  frustrated  majority, 
any  appeal  to  the  people— we  should  spare  them  this 
protest,  but  for  the  character,  temper,  and  tendency 
of  the  counteraction  inflicted,  not  so  hurtfully  on  the 
chief  magistrate  as  on  republican  institutions.  The 
present  proceeding,  with  all  its  angry  antecedents  and 
violent  results,  is  without  example,  without  warrant, 
and  of  evil  example. 

The  deplorable  condition  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  Slates  is  notorious;  not  only  withoul  money, 
but,  as  has  been  said,  without  law  for  raising  it.— 
The  president's  exposure  of  this  penury  is  humiliat- 
ing truth,  which  unrelenting  opposition  wrings  from 
him  to  justify  the  repeated  miscalled  vetoes,  also 
wrung  from  him  by  the  same  pertinacious  opposi- 
tion. A  complicated  scheme  of,  in  many  particu- 
lars, high  pressure  i.iipost  calculated  to  revive  ap- 
peased dissension  and  perpetuate  unappeasable  dis- 
content, forced  through  congress  by  inexorable  legis- 
lation, carried  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  if  all  had 
been  present,  of  but  four  as  it  was,  is  returned  by  the 
president,  with  objections,  for  reconsideration.  The 
house  of  representatives,  which  ought  to  bo  thank- 
ful for  the  opportunity  of  it,  turns  upon  him  with 
indignant  denunciation;  he  is  threatened,  and  not 
only  threatened  with  impeachment,  but  by  false  ana- 
logy to  the  memorable  affair  of  English  ship  money, 
is  told,  contrary  to  the  genius  and  the  letter  of  our 
mild  la  Its,  that  his  head  ought  to  be  brought  to  the 
block.  Discord  is  proclaimed  as  the  order  of  the 
day.  Conciliation  is  said  to  be  disgraceful,  and  con- 
cession out  of  the  question.  The  undersigned  Hatter 
themselves  that  these  are  but  hasty  ebullitions 
through  the  safety  valv  s  of  free  government.  When 
appeal  to  battle  is  menaced,  we  cannot  believe  that 
the  battle  of  bloodshed  or  civil  war  is  contemplated, 
but  presume  nothing  worse  than  conflict  by  the  bal- 
lot box,  not  the  cartridge  box.  The  columns  of  this 
capitol  and  of  the  public  press,  albums,  magazines, 
and  various  other  repositories  of  the  anient  temper- 
ament which  betrays  itself  in  such  appeals,  may  ex- 
cuse the  suggestion  that,  possibly,  they  are  intended 
neither  for  the  cartridge  box  nor  the  ballot  box,  but 
merely  for  the  band  box.  During  the  nearly  twelve 
months  of  irksome  and  inglorious  session  of  this 
congress,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  community, 
appeals  to  passion  have  been  much  more  common 
than  to  reason.  By  the  eminent  mover  of  this  com- 
mittee, none  of  the  great  subjects  of  deliberation 
have  hardly  been  spoken  of — banks,  exchequer,  fi- 
nance, bankruptcy,  tariff^upon  any  and  all  of  which 
his  wisdom  and  experience  might  have  afforded  edi- 
fying discourses,  while  all  the  minor  topics  of  person- 
al, pJTty,  and  especially  presidential  exasperation, 
have  never  failed  to  be  vexed  with  impalcable  and 
indefatigable  agitation. 


It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  indignant  ha- 
rangues, that  there  is  not  only  no  money,  but  no  law  to 
raise  it;  and  that  the  chief  magistrate,  like  a  profli- 
gate king  of  Great  Britain,  collects  revenue  without 
law.  Party  wish  did  perhaps  beget  mistaken  im- 
pression to  that  effect,  to  which  mere  professional 
opinion  gave  color.  But  mature  consideration,  and 
the  true  philosophy  of  interpretation,  satisfy  the  un- 
dersigned, and  they  believe  the  most  distinguished 
jurists  of  the  country,  that  it  is  unfounded  appre- 
hension to  think  that  congress  ever  could  have  in- 
tended, by  any  act  or  omission,  to  leave  government 
without  aliment  for  its  subsistence.  This  important 
queston  v/ill  be  settled  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  whom  the  undersigned,  with  the 
great  body  of  the  American  people,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  repose  confidence.  The  aspersion  of 
that  tribunal,  inferred  from  English  history,  is  not  only 
unjust  disparagement,  but  inaccurate  historical  re- 
collection. Even  the  twelve  judges  of  England  never 
did,  as  has  been  said,  unvvorthily  submit  to  royal  dic- 
tation, but  many  of  them,  although  their  tenure  of 
office,  salaries,  and  perhaps  lives,  depended  on  the 
king's  pleasure,  manfully  resisted  his  rapacious  will. 
In  the  United  States,  the  public  money,  which  the 
president  is  laudably  anxious  to  raise  by  law,  through 
the  ordinary  means,  could  not  be  employed  in  his 
profligate  indulgences,  in  war  or  other  offensive  ap- 
plication, and  we  trust  that  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  is  no  way  depen- 
dent on  the  executive,  whenever  they  come  to  the 
solemn  adjudication  of  this  vital  question,  will  deal 
with  it  as  they  did  at  their  late  session  with  another 
which,  probably,  provoked  the  unjust  imputation  on 
their  rectitude — treating  this  question  of  impost,  as 
they  did  that  of  slavery,  with  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence. The  undersigned  hope  they  will  come  to  the 
conclusion,  which  all  lovers  of  their  country  must 
desire,  that,  instead  of  deserving  capital  punishment, 
the  president  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  dispassion- 
ate men  for  anxiously  enforcing  the  law  concerning 
imposts.  Nor  will  we  omit  this  occasion,  while  vin- 
dicating that  court,  for  expressing  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments to  it,  for  having,  contrary  to  many  pre- 
possessions, by  independent  judgment,  sustained  the 
most  delicate  provisions  of  our  union  against  the 
clamors  and  prejudices  of  negrophilism.  Finally, 
the  undersigned  are  assured  thai,  whatever  the  court 
does,  they  will  not  leave,  as  has  been  strangely  ima- 
gined they  must,  the  determination  of  this  great 
question  of  law  to  the  arbitrament  of  juries.  There 
is  hardly  a  juror  in  the  country  who  does  know  that 
property,  liberty,  and  order  are  best  preserved  by 
maintaining  that  venerable  jurisprudence  which,  in 
civil  cases,  leaves  to  juries  only  questions  of  fact, 
and  refers  to  judges  questions  of  law.  The  under- 
signed have  no  learof  the  judiciary.  They  dread  no 
veto  or  dictation  from  a  president.  They  are  not 
alarmed  by  cries  of  party.  American  republican 
annals  are  a  continued  series  of  formidable  conjunc- 
tures, without  detriment  to  the  republic,  antagonism 
without  commotion,  state  and  individual  conflicts 
without  civil  war  or  any  unwholesome  catastrophe. 
The  charitable  ballot  box  is  always  at  hand,  with 
inestimable  relief,  to  vent  all  passions.  We  are  hap- 
py to  find  that  a  portentous  committee,  the  offspring 
of  indignation,  proposes  no  fatal  act,  but  its  proceed- 
ings will  go  out  in  harmless  explosion.  Eloquent 
invective,  angry  denunciation,  pliilippics  of  speech 
and  print,  inflict  no  fatal  blows  on  the  solid  bulwarks 
of  this  great  empire,  which  advances  steadily  in 
greatness,  increasing  in  population,  production,  and 
poiver,  rejoicing  in  peace  and  plenty,  while  antago- 
nist parlies,  and  ambitious  individuals  struggle  for 
its  honors  with  fierce  but  harmless  recrimination. — 
Republican  government  would  else  be  bereft  of  its 
rational  attractions  and  manly  support,  the  noble  ex- 
citements of  a  free  press,  free  speech,  and  universal 
suffrage,  admirable  substitutes  for  the  stagnant  tran- 
quillity, frivolous  recreations,  and  dreadful  energy  of 
despotism.  Let  the  battlements  of  this  capitol  con- 
tinue to  rock  with  salutary  agitation.  Our  reliance 
is  in  the  majestic  strength  and  serenity  of  a  sovereign 
people. 

The  undersigned  cannot  believe  that  congress  will 
adjourn  without  enacting  a  law  for  revenue. — 
They  will  not  afford  the  president  so  great  a  triumph. 
The  public  distemper  is  so  easily  remediable  that 
those  in  power  never  can  answer  to  the  community 
for  longer  failing  to  apply  the  remedy.  The  mino- 
rity is  not  responsible,  nor  the  president,  nor  even 
the  senate.  The  house  of  representatives  is  exclu- 
sively the  national  purse-bearer.  By  the  majority 
of  that  house,  should  be  annually  replenished  and  ar- 
ranged its  receipts  and  issues,  as  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  this  committee  argues.  Most  of  the 
troubles  experienced  by  the  present  and  penultimate 
administrations,  including  the  overthrow  of  the  latter, 
are  attributable  to  supererogatory  executive  efforts, 
beyond  executive  duty,  to  repair  disordered  finances, 


disordered,  by  ill-judged  and  calamitous  acts  of  con- 
gress. The  people  will  hold  the  majority  of  the 
representatives  responsible  for  this  their  appropriate 
and  chief  office.  It  is  disreputable  to  them  that  re- 
storation so  easy  has  been  long  deferred. 

No  country  in  the  world  has  such  resources  and 
facilities  for  revenue.  One  year's  administration  of 
such  laws  as  congress  should  enact  would  draw  from 
the  inexhaustible  means,  the  labor,  the  integrity,  the 
commerce,  the  manufactures,  and  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  superabundant  income.  But, 
as  v/ith  the  fatal  distribution  of  surplus  revenue 
among  the  states  distress  and  demoralization  began, 
so  are  they  continued  by  the  same  egregious  impoli- 
cy, insisting  on  alms — giving  a  pittance  of  land  sales 
to  the  states.  The  undersigned  discern,  with  deep 
approval,  that  the  report  of  the  majority  of  this  com- 
mittee, in  conlbrraity  with  the  votes  of  its  chairman, 
strenuously  argues  distribution  of  the  public  lands  to 
pay  the  debt  of  the  states.  This  is  not  the  occasion 
to  develop  the  dangers  of  that  much  condemned 
scheme.  In  preference  for  another,  and  much  bet- 
ter, nearly  all  congress  coincide  in  opinion  with  the 
president  and  the  people,  viz:  that  immediate  relief 
would  proceed  from  a  moderate,  discriminating,  per- 
manent tariff'.  Why  is  it  not  a  law.'  Why  may  it  not 
be  at  once.'  Who  hinders  it.'  Is  party  passion  to  pre- 
vail or  magnanimous  patriotism?  The  undersigned 
will  not  doubt,  even  though  perhaps  doomed  to  dis- 
appointment. 

This  mortal  issue,  if  cast  by  congress  upon  an  in- 
jured, insulted,  oppressed,  and  outraged  people,  may 
return,  with  di^ad  responsibility,  with  deep  damna- 
tion, to  plague  the  inventorsofsuch  mischief.  Those, 
we  act  with,  are  ready  to  go  forth  and  be  tried  by 
the  country,  in  full  confidence  of  popular  justice. — 
Others  will  determine  for  themselves,  and  for  us, 
too,  as  we  are  but  a  minority.  The  report  of  the 
majority  proposes  nothing  but  that  the  president  be 
assailed  and  the  constitution  assaulted;  the  president 
impeached  without  trial,  the  country  dishonored  in 
him  for  exercising;  almost  under  congressional  du- 
resse, and  unquestionable  and  much  cherished  pow- 
er, dear  to  a  noble  people,  which  it  is  the  wildest 
dream  of  excited  party  to  suppose  that  the  people 
will  ever  suffer  to  be  struck  from  the  constitution. — 
Meantime,  what  is  to  be  done?  Are  congress  to  call 
out  more  vetoes?  Like  barbarous  nations,  worship- 
ping demoniac  creatures  of  their  own  malignant 
imagining,  are  we  all  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  evil  genii 
of  discord  and  despair?  Are  distraction  and  inac- 
tion to  minister  furious  and  dreadful  redress?  The 
undersigned  rely  on  popular  providence,  which  in 
severer  trials  has  with  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  over- 
ruled whatever  perils  havebesetour  till  now  thought- 
ful and  considerate  country.  No  god  of  battles  is 
invoked  for  our  rescue.  Deprecating  such  shocking 
profanation,  we  humbly  trust  that  no  battle  or  blood- 
shed, no  civil  war  or  massacre,  is  the  only  umpirage 
to  determine  for  rational  freemen  the  simple  ques- 
tion whether  they  will  support  or  repudiate  the  go- 
vernment of  their  own  creation.  We  do  not  despair. 
We  do  not  fear  that  savage  infatuation  will  cast 
away  for  future  scorn  the  present  admiration  and 
refuge  of  the  world. 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL, 
JAMES  I.   ROOSEVELT. 


PROTEST  .4!VD  COUNTER  REPORT  OF  T. 
W.  GILMER, 


One  of  llie  mhiorilij  of  the  select  committee  on  the  objec- 
tions of  the  president  to  the  bill  to  provide  revenue,  S:c. 
The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee to  whom  the  objections  of  the  president  to  the 
bill  entitled  a  bill  *'to  provide  revenue  from  imports, 
and  to  change  and  modifv  existing  laws  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  refer- 
red, being  unable  to  concur  in  the  views  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  would  assign  some  of  the 
reasons  which  have  influenced  him  in  coming  to  a 
diflerent  conclusion.  He  cannot  refrain  from  inquir- 
ing for  what  purposes  this  committee  has  been  rais- 
ed, and  protesting  against  the  unprecedented  and  ex- 
traordinary course  which  a  majority  of  the  house  of 
representatives  have  determined  {o  pursue  on  this 
occasion — a  course  certainly  opposed  to  all  the  es- 
tablished usages  of  our  government,  and,  as  the  un- 
dersigned believes,  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution.  The  language  of  the  constitution 
is  as  follows: 

"Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  house  of 
representatives  and  the  senate  shall,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,  be  presented  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States;  if  he  approve  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not  he 
shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  house  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the 
objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and   proceed  to 
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reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration,  two- 
♦hirds  of  tliat  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it 
shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the 
Other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsider- 
ed; and,  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it 
shall  become  a  law." 

The  bill  in  question,  having  passed  both  houses, 
was  sent  to  the  president,  by  whom  it  was  returned 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  where  it  originated. 
Instead  of  proceeding  (as  the  constitution  directs)  "to 
reconsider  it,"  the  bill  is  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
president's  objections  are  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. In  ordinary  parliamentary  proceedings, 
where  a  bill  has  passed  either  house  of  congress,  and 
a  motion  is  made  to  reconsider  the  same,  pending 
such  motion  the  bill  itself,  having  once  passed,  is  not 
before  that  house  for  any  general  purpose,  and  can 
only  be  brought  again  within  the  power  of  the  house 
by  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  its  passage.  A 
motion  therefore  to  commit,  to  postpjiie,  or  to  lay 
Such  bill  on  the  table,  could  not  attain  its  object,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  made.  In  this  case  the  bill 
had  passed  both  houses,  and  could  not  again  come 
under  the  action  of  either,  except  by  the  express  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution.  That  provision  is  manda- 
tory and  explicit.  It  prescribes  the  only  legislative 
action  which  can  take  place  on  the  president's  objec- 
tions and  the  bill.  The  house  is  directed  "to  enter 
the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed 
to  reconsider  it,"  (the  bill.)  The  question  of  recon- 
sideration, therefore,  is  raised  by  the  constitution.  It 
is  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  not  merely  of  the 
vote  on  its  passage;  it  is  the  only  question  which  is 
raised  in  reference  to  the  bill,  and  it  i^ne  which  the 
house  is  not  at  liberty  to  evade  or  suppress.  The  ob- 
jections which  the  constitution  requires  the  presi- 
dent, if  he  does  not  approve,  to  assign,  do  no  more 
than  suspend  the  bill,  v/hich  without  them  would  be- 
come a  law;  and  which,  notwithstanding  them,  may 
become  a  law,  if,  on  the  reconsideration,  which  is 
not  only  permitted  but  prescribed,  it  is  "approved  by 
two-thirds."     The  constitution  therefore  clearly  con- 


and  reconsidered  at  all.  They  have  then  claimed, 
and  by  force  of  numbers  exercised,  an  authority 
which  may  altogether  disregard  and  dispense  with 
the  positive  requisition  of  the  constitution.  They 
have  separated  the  bill  from  the  objections.  The  for- 
mer may,  or  it  may  not,  be  brought  to  a  direct  vote 
on  its  merits  with  the  yeas  and  nays.  It  may  be  ex- 
pedient for  the  bare  majority  of  four,  by  which  it  ori- 
ginally passed,  to  permit  this  bill  to  slumber  forever, 
under  the  indirect  vote  to  lay  on  the  table — a  vote 
which  does  not  involve  the  merits  of  the  bill,  nor 
meet  the  requisitions  of  the  constitution.  The  power 
to  lay  on  the  table  is  a  power  which  can  also  com- 
mit to  a  select  or  standing  committee,  or  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  where  the  yeas  and  nays  cannot 
be  had,  or  which  can  postpone  indefinitely  beyond 
the  session.  The  power  assumed  in  these  different 
modes  is  the  same.  It  is  the  power  to  control  the 
constitution  by  arbitrary  rules,  and  by  the  party  vote 
of  a  bare  majority  of  one  house  of  congress.  The 
message  containing  the  president's  objections  has 
been  referred  to  this  committee.  The  power  of  the 
committee  does  not  extend  beyond  the  subject  refer- 
red. Reasons  or  recommendations  may  be  reported, 
in  answer  or  in  connexion  with  the  objections;  but  it 
is  not  competent  for  this,  or  any  otUer  committee, 
constitutionally  to  report  any  measure  which  will  ob- 
struct the  reconsideration  of  the  bill.  The  committee 


of  the  government,  as  to  what  (from  .a  supposed 
analogy,  not  at  all  obvious,  to  certain  powers  in  other 
governments)  is  commonly  called  the  veto  power,' it 
is  natural  that  the  mind  should  approve  or  condemn 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  according  to  its  interests, 
opinions,  or  prejudices  on  the  subject  to  which  it  is 
applied.  This  is  true,  not  only  as  to  this,  but  as  to 
all  other  powers  of  government.  Zeal  in  the  pur- 
suit of  some  cherished  object  of  interest  or  ambition 
induces  some  men  not  only  to  complain  when  they 
are  thwarted  by  what  they  easily  believe  to  be  an 
improper  exercise  of  power,  but  to  make  war  on  the 
established  forms  of  government,  and  to  seek,  bv  re- 
volution or  radical  change,  what  they  cannot  law- 
fully obtain.  The  disposition,  which  has  been  re- 
cently manifested  to  some  extent,  to  disturb  the 
well-adjusted  cheeks  of  the  Constitution,  by  claiming 
powers  for  Congress  which  that  instrument  does  not 
confer,  or  by  denying  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
government  powers  which  it  does  confer,  in  order  to 
establish  a  particular  system  of  party  policy,  or  car- 
ry an  election,  must  be  regarded  with  deep  regret 
and  serious  apprehension  by  the  people,  those  whose 
province  it  is  to  judge,  and  who,  free  from  the  bias 
of  mere  party  politics,  can  think  and  feel  and  act  un- 
der the  superior  influences  of  patriotism.  Our  go- 
vernment has  survived  the  shock  of  many  severe  po- 
litical contests,  because  hitherto  these  contests  have 


can,  then,  neither  suggest  nor  accomplish  any  prac-  ;  involved  only  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  prin- 
tical  object  of  legislation  consistent  with  the  consti- !  ciples  and  policy  of  the  government  as  organized.  It 
lution.     They  cannot  report  an  original   bill,  or  any    has   been   deemed  unwise,  as   well  as  dangerous,  to 


exasperate  local  or  general  prejudices  against  the 
acknowledged  forms  of  the  government,  and  to  en- 
list the  spirit  of  revolution  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
spirit  of  party. 

It  has  been  lately  proposed  to  abolish  the  povvers 
resulting  to  the  executive  from  the  clause  of  the 
constitution  already  cited.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
any  disposition  to  second  this  purpose,  eitheron  the 
part  of  congress  itself  or  on  the  part  of  the  states. 
Despairing  of  any  peaceful   change,  it  is    now  pro- 


amendment  to  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  They  may 
recommend  an  impeachment  or  a  censure  of  the  pre- 
sident; but,  if  this  recommendation  assumes  the  form 
of  a  resolution,  the  question  in  the  house  is  on  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  not  on  the  bill.  As  two 
questions  cannot  be  voted  on  at  once,  this  question 
must  either  supercede  the  reconsideration  of  the  hill, 
or  it  must  interpose  a  new  question,  not  contemplat- 
ed by  the  constitution. 

It  is  not  maintained  that  the  reconsideration  en- 
joined by  the  constitution  precludes  discussion  in  any  1  claimed  that  this  po'ver  is  so  dangerous  to  liberty  as 
templates  that,  when  a  bill  is  returned  with  objec- j  form,  but  that  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  with  !  to  justify  an  appeal  to  arms.  This  is  urged  by  those 
tions  by  the  president,  it  shall  be  subjected  to  the  test}  the  objections  is  imperative,  and  that  it  is  not  with-  !  who  desire  to  secure  the  enactment  of  measures  be- 
ef another  vote.  The  importance  attached  to  this  1  in  the  legitimate  power  of  congress  by  any  sort  of  lieved  probably  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
requisition  by  the  wise  and  patriotic  framers  of  the' parliamentary  device  to  avoid  it,  or  to  alter  or  mo- !  United  States,  and  certainly  by  the  present  execu- 
constitution  may  be  inferred  from  the  provision  that  dify  the  direct  question  presented  by  the  constitu-  tive,  to  be  either  unconstitutional,  or  grossly  i ne!C- 
*'in  all  such  cases  the  votes  in  both  houses  shall  be  tion,  by  qualifying  or  connecting  it  with  any  other  ,  pedient  and  injurious.  To  obtain  the  charter  for  a 
determined  by  yeas  and  nays."  If  the  federal  exe- '  extraneous  question.  If  it  be  true,  then,  that  this  '  national  bank,  v,'hen  there  are  few  bold  enough  to 
cutive  had  been  invested  with  an  absolute  instead  of  j  committee  can  report  no  measure  to  the  house  af- ,  believe  that  any  prudent  man  would  hazard  his  ca- 
a  qualified  veto,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  fecting  the  bill  which  the  house  is  required  to  recon-  ,  pital  or  his  confidence  under  the  charter,  or  still  fur- 
for  these  precautions  to  ensure  a  veto  on  the  recon-  sider,  nothing  remains  which  they  can  do  but  topre-  ther  to  impoverish  an  already  empty  and  indebted 
sideration.  Congress  are  no  more  at  liberty  to  fail  or !  sent,  in  the  shape  of  a  report,  arguments  which  treasury,  it  is  proposed  to  abolish,  by  amending  the 
refuse  to  reconsider  the  bill  returned  with  objections  !  could  be  as  well,  if  not  better,  presented  in  debate.  '  constitusion,  or  by  revolution,  one  of  the  checks  by 
than  the  president  would  be  to  decline  to  approve  or  j  This  is  the  most  innocent  design  which  can  be  im-  I  which  the  executive  department  is  authorized  to  ar- 
return  it  with  his  objections.  The  bill  cannot  be  al-  puted  to  this  movement.  It  is  to  embody  in  a  more  pest  the  unconstitutional  measures  of  congress.  A 
tered  in  any  respect  by  one  or  both  houses.  The  [  imposing  form,  and  to  present  from  a  new  point  of  double  innovation  is  meditated  against  the  constitu- 
house  to  which  it  is  returned  is  not  at  liberty  to  se-  (  attack,  principles  and  prejudices  which  have  always  tion,  and  violence  is  invoked  to  annul  one  of  its  ex- 
paratethe  objections  from  the  bill.  They  are  to  be  I  been  hostile  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution.  I  ecutive  barriers,  because  it  is  an  obstacle  to  the  en- 
entered  on  its  journal,  and  the  bill,  if  two-thirds  shall !  Under  the  specious  pretext  of  defending  congress  croachments  of  the  legislature.  If  the  veto  power, 
pass  it,  is  to  be  sent,  "together  with  the  objections,  from  what  is  imagined  to  be  an  attack  on  their  con- ;  as  it  is  called,  were  abolished  in  the  executive,  it 
to  the  other  house."  Before  any  bill  can  become  a  I  stitutional  rights,  it  is  sought  to  strip  the  other  de- j  would  remain  in  the  judiciary;unconstitutional  legis- 
law,  it  must  be  "presented  to  the  president."  If  he  I  partments  of  government  of  powers  which  the  con- ,  lation  might  still  be  arrested  there,  and  it  would  not  not 
approve,  it  is  a  law;  if  he  return  it,  he  is  bound  to '  stitution  has  confided  to  them,  to  remove  every  con-  j  be  in  the  power  of  two-thirds  to  control  the  decisions 
state  his  objections,  and  congress  are  not  permitted  stitutional  obstruction  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  con-  j  of  the  supreme  court.  Hence  it  is,  perhaps,  that 
to  convert  the  qualified  power  of  the  executive  to  gress,  to  destroy  the  equilibrium  of  our  well-consi- '  distrust  has  been  recently  so  emphatically  expressed 
subject  a  bill  to  another  direct  vote  on  the  yeas  and  dered  system  of  government,  and  to  assume  unlimit-  j  as  to  the  competency  of  that  court  to  decide  on 
nays  into  an  unqualified   and  absolute  veto,  as  they    ed  jurisdiction,  not  only  over  the  co-ordinate  branch-    questions  which  have  unfortunately  arisen   as  to  the 


may  etfeclualiy  do  by  refusing  to  proceed  to  the  re- 
consideration, or  by  silently  acquiescing  in  the  pre- 
sident's objections  without  another  vote.  The  ob- 
jections of  a  president  operate  as  a  check  on  the  un- 
constitutional or  inconsiderate  legislation  of  a  mere 
majority  in  the  first  instance,  and  two-thirds,  on  the 
reconsideration,  are  as  effectual  a  check  on  the  veto. 
Under  tiie  constitution  "each  house  may  determine 
the  rules  of  its  proceedings;"  but,  in  this  particular 
case,  the  constitution  itself  has  determined  the  rule 
of  proceeding.  The  question  then,  is,  whether  that 
rule  is  paramount  and  inflexible,  or  whether,  like  or- 
dinary rules,  it  can  be  modified,  suspended,  or  abro- 
gated. Does  the  reconsideration  enjoined  by  the  con- 
stitution give  the  house  a  more  extensive  powerover 
the  bill  than  it  had  under  its  own  rules  alter  its  pas- 
sage? It  is  not  denied  that  the  reconsideration  in- 
volves ttie  merits  of  the  bill  as  well  as  the  force  of 
the  executive  objections,  nor  that  deliberation  and 
discussion  are  essential.  It  is  maintained,  however, 
that  the  action  of  the  house  is  prescribed,  and  that  it 
is  limited  to  a  single  object — and  that  is  the  reconsi- 
deration of  the  bill  as  it  passed  both  houses,  and  as  it 
was  returned  from  the  executive  with  his  objections. 
If  it  can  be  laid  on  the  table,  or  postponed,  or  com- 
mitted, it  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  house  by  the  vote  of  a  mere  majority. — 
That  same  majority  may  refuse  to  take  it  up  again, 
and  thus  prevent  a  vote  on  the  reconsideration.  In 
this  instance  a  majority  have  laid  the  bill  on  tne  ta- 
ble, and  have  refused  to  take  it  up.  It  depends  on 
tlie  will  of  that  maiority  whether  it  shallbe  taken  up 


es,  but  over  the  states  and  the  people.  Encouraged  ,  authority  of  the  governmant  to  collect  any  revenue 
by  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  country  ;  since  the  .30th  of  June  last.  The  objects  of  those 
and  our  public  affairs,  deriving  fresh  political  hopes  who  believe  that  certain  measures  of  party  policy 
from  the  general  gloom  and  despondency  which  ]  are  of  more  consequence  than  the  present  organiza- 
their  own  proceedings  have  cast  over  the  union,  it  is  ]  tion  of  our  government,  can  only  be  partially  accora- 
attempted  to  extort  from  the  sufferings  of  the  peo- !  pi ished   by  abrogating   the    veto  of    the    executive. 


pie  some  sanction  for  principles  of  government 
which  their  judgment  has  never  failed  to  repudiate. 
The  history  of  our  government  abounds  in  examples 
of  conflicts  between  the  several  departments.  It 
has  sometimes  happened  that  all  the  departments  com- 
bined to  overthrow  the  constitution,  and  but  for  the 
intelligence  of  the  people,  and  the  controlling  pow- 
er of  the  suffrage,  in  restoring  the  supremacy  of  the 
constitution  over  the  legislature,  the  executive  and 
the  judiciary,  such  combinations  must  have  been  fa- 
tal to  our  institutions.  While  it  is  the  privilege 
and  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  arraign  either  de- 
partment of  the  government,  or  any  public  ofKeer, 
for  infidelity  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  it  is 
neither  wise,  just,  or  patriotic,  for  one  of  those  de- 
partments to  impair  the  confidence  or  the  harmony 
which  should  subsist  between  the  separate  branches 
of  the  public  service,  by  fomenting  prejudices  and 
discord.  They  are  all  agents  of  the  people.  Their 
duties  are  prescribed  by  a  law  which  all  acknowledge 
as  supreme. 

Without  inquiring  into  the  motives  which  induced 
the  framers  of  tiie  constitutions  to  distribute  the 
powers  of  our  government  as  they  have  done,  and  to 
confer  the  particular  power  in  question  on  the  exe- 
cutive, and  without  reviewing  the  actual  cxperieurc 


There  remains,  besides  the  veto  of  the  judiciary, 
the  veto  of  the  people.  All  the  powers  of  our  go- 
vernment, into  whatever  hands  they  may  be  distri- 
buted, must  be  exercised  under  responsibility  to  the 
laws  and  to  popular  opinion.  When  a  president  re- 
turns a  bill  to  either  house  of  congress,  with  his  ob- 
jections, he  is  responsible  to  the  law,  to  all  its  pen- 
alties, and,  like  every  representative  of  a  state  or  a 
district,  he  is  responsible  also  to  the  people.  These 
arc  the  great  checks  of  our  system,  and  they  arc 
serving  the  most  important  end  for  which  they  have 
been  established  when  they  restrain  the  licentious 
ambition  which  is  chafed  only  by  constitutions,  by 
laws,  or  by  the  popular  will. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  institutions, 
they  are  exposed  to  a  novel  experiment.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  one  contemplated  by  the  constitution. 
It  is  to  he  tried  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  a  vice  president,  call- 
ed in  the  regular  order  of  events  to  the  chief  exe- 
cutive office,  can  administer  the  government  with- 
oat  a  party  pledged  in  advance  to  approve  or  to  op- 
pose his  administration;  or,  in  other  words,  whether 
vigor  or  security  of  our  government  abide  in  the 
constitution  and  laws,  or  iu  a  mere  party.  With  re- 
aid  tu  the  constitutional  convictions  of  the  present 
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incumbent  of  the  executive  ofi5ce,  on  some  of  the  sub- 
jects to  which  thej'  have  been  applied,  it  is  undoubt- 
edly Irue  that  they  were  Ifnown  to  those  by  whom 
he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  tlie  second  office  of 
the  government,  and  by  many  of  whom  he  is  now 
bitterly  denounced  for  being  what  Ihey  in  the  elec- 
tion proclaimed  him  to  be.  With  regard  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  veto  power  in  this  instance,  a  recur- 
rence to  a  few  facts  of  public  notoriety  and  recent 
date  will  enable  an  impartial  public  to  decide. 

Before  the  death  of  the  late  president,  his  pro- 
clamalion  had  issued,  convening  congress  in  extra 
session.  The  necessity  for  this  was  alleged  to  exist 
in  the  state  of  our  finances.  Congress  assembled  on 
the  31st  ot  May,  1841.     It  has  been  in  session,  with 


sional  bill  reported  on  the  7th  of  .Tune  contained  no 
reference  to  this  suspending  clause  of  the  distribu- 
tion act.  A  second  provisional  bill  was  reported 
from  the  committee  of  wajs  and  means,  with  the 
same  general  objects  as  the  first,  which  had  been  re- 
ported only  two  days  before,  and  with  a  proviso  re- 
pealing the  suspending  clause  of  the  distribution  aet. 
The  first  provisional  bill  was  never  considered.  The 
second  was  passed  by  the  house  on  the  15th  June, 
went  to  the  senate,  returned  with  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  on  the  25th  of  June,  and  was  re- 
turned by  the  president,  with  objections,  on  the  29th 
of  June.  These  objections  were  founded  on  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  the  treasury,  and  on  the  expe- 
diency of  adhering,  under  the  circumstances,  to  the 


the  interval  of  rather  more  than  two  months,  ever]  terms  on  which  distribution  had  been  authorized  by 
since.  Various  expedients  were  resorted  to,  during  i  the  act  of  1841.  The  revenue  bill  did  not  pass  until 
the  extra  session,  to  enable  the  government  to  meet  ■  the  5th  of  August.  It  was  returned,  with  the  presi- 
ils  engagements  and  defray  its  ordinary  current  ex-  \  dent's  objections,  on  the  9th. 

penses.  Since  that  period,  the  pay  of  the  army,  the  I  These  objections  are  now  before  the  committee, 
navy,  and  the  civil  list,  have  been  frequently  sus-  ,  They  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  which  ae- 
pended,  from  the  utter  destitution  of  the  treasury.  |  companied  the  provisional  bill  the  29th  of  June. 
Loans  authorised  by  congress  have  failed  to  be  ne- j  The  revenue  bill  contained  a  clause  most  unequivo- 
gotiated  on  any  terms.  Treasury  notes  of  govern-  |  cally  repealing  the  suspension  of  the  distribution 
ment  have  depreciated,  and  been  returned  by  the  :  act,  which  its  own  passage  would  have  enforced;  and 
needy  public  creditor  under  protest.  Every  device  thus  it  was,  in  effect,  the  enactment  of  a  new  dis- 
to  sustain  the  sinking  credit  of  the  government,  short  tribution  law,  appended  to  the  revenue  bill, 
of  a  direct  tax,  has  failed,  and  this  at  a  period  when  e^,,,,  house  deliberately  refused  to  strike  out  this 
our  foreign  relations  wereeramently  precarious.  clause,  and  persisted  in  associating  in  ludicrous  con- 

The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  he  public  1,3,1  (wo  measures-the  one  an  act  to  raise  money 
andsfrom  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  fo,  the  support  of  government  by  the  imposition  of 
treasur.esof  the  states  was  among  the  earliest  mea-  taxes,  the  other  to  distribute  the  land  revenues  to 
sures  urged  at  the  extrasession.  A  loan  for  12  000,000  the  states.  The  majority  of  both  houses  had  pro- 
dollars  bad  been  authorized  for  the  relief  of  the  na-  !  Maimed,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  president,  in 
tional  treasury,  but  not  negotiated  when  a  bill  dis-  September  1841,  that  distribution  should  only  be 
tributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  passed  made  when  the  duties  were  below  20  per  cent.  The 
both  houses  of  congress,  and,  with  the  approbation  ;  „,  j^^ty  of  both  houses  had  again  and  again  pro- 
of the  executive  became  a  law.  It  contained  a  claimed,  in  1342,  the  necessity  of  raising  the  duties 
clause  without  which  It  could  never  have  obtained  ^bove  20  per  cent,  and  yet  insisted  on  distributing 
either  the  legislative  or  the  executive  sanction  pro-  ,  the  land  fund,  without  regard  to  the  conditions  they 
vidmg,  m  view  of  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  themselves  had  so  recently  prescribed,  without  re- 
treasury,  that  whenever  the  du.es  on  any  article  of  ^  to  the  situation  of  the  treasurv,  and  without  re- 
foreign    importation  exceeded   twenty  per  cent.,  the  j  to  the  burdens  which  might  be  imposed  on  the 

distnlMition  of  the  states  should  cease  and  the  pro-  .,  3  ,e.  They  might  have  attempted  to  raise  reve- 
ceeds  of  the  lands  should  again  he  applied  to  pay  the  „„e  from  imports,  and  to  distribute  the  land  fund,  in 
debts  and  defray  the  expenses  ol  the  federal  govern- ;  separate  bills.  Then  each  measure  would  have  rest- 
raent.  A  revenue  bill  also  passed  at  the  extra  ses- 1  gd  on  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  But  they  persisted 
s.on,  raising  he  duties  on  most  articles  which  were  („  connecting  them  in  one  bill.  The  restHction  in 
free  under  the  compromise  of  18.33  to  twenty  per  the  distribution  act  of  1841  was  designed  to  guard 
cent.  This  bill  was  framed  with  the  design  to  avoid  ,i„,t  increasing  the  burdens  of  taxation  to  fill  a 
any  confiict  with  I'e  twenty  per  cent,  prmciple  of  ^^cuum  which  might  be  occasioned  by  distribution, 
the  compromise  of  1833,  or  with  he  twenty  per  Tne  legislation  of  1842  is  designed  to  create  a  va- 
cent.  condition  in  the  distribution  act.  _  cuum,  that  it  may  be   filled   by  increased   taxation. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  the  j  There  is  probably  no  precedent  in  the  history  of  any 
president,  in  his  annual  message,  apprized  congress  ;  government  for  the  union,  under  such  circumstances, 

that  there  would  be  a  deficit  in  the  treasury  on  the  1  of  a  revenue  and  an  appropriation  bill.  As  there  ] 'o  "xercise  his  constitutional  discretion,  and  withhold 
1st  of  January,  1842,  of  §627,557  90.  At  a  subse- j  was  no  necessity  for  such  union  apparent  to  the  pub-  his  approbation  from  other  bills  which  congress  have 
quent   period  of  this  session,  he  urged   on  congress,  j  lie,  we  are  at  liberty  to  infer  that  it  resulted  from  a    passed.     Still,  the  question  of  power  and  the  question 


does  not  belong  to  his  office,  or  he  has  abused  a  pow- 
er which  does  belong  to  it.  It  has  not  been  denied 
that  the  power  in  question  exists  under  the  constitu- 
tion. Indeed,  it  has  been  proposed  to  abolish  it  by 
amendment.  If  it  has  been  abused,  it  was  doneeith- 
er  corruptly  and  wantonly,  or  under  an  error  of  ex- 
ecutive judgment.  If  there  is  evidence  of  the  least 
corruption  in  the  president's  conduct,  he  should  be 
impeached.  The  power  of  impeacliment  has  been 
confided  to  the  house  of  representatives.  It  is  the 
duty,  therefore,  of  the  majority  who  accuse  the  pre- 
sident to  arraign  him  under  articles  of  impeachment 
before  the  senate,  if  they  believe  him  to  be  guilty  of 
any  impeachable  offence.  If  he  has  neither  assumed 
power  nor  abused  it  corniptly,  then  the  issue  dwin- 
dles to  a  mere  question,  who  is  right  as  to  a  measure 
of  policy?  If  the  undersigned  were  allowed,  by  the 
circumstances  which  compel  him  to  omit  many  con- 
siderations v*y  proper  to  the  subject,  he  would  not 
despair  of  showing  that,  independent  of  all  the  extra- 
neous prejudices  and  political  feelings  which  the  ad- 
vocates of  error  on  this  occasion  endeavor  to  bring  to 
their  aid,  the  mere  opinion  of  the  executive  in  this 
case  is  right,  and  the  mere  opinion  of  congress  is 
wrong.  The  narrative  of  legislation  on  the  subject 
of  revenue  at  the  late  extra  session,  and  since  Decem- 
ber last,  which  has  been  given,  will  furnish  the  facts 
from  which,  without  explanation  or  argument,  the 
country  will  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  the  majo- 
rity in  congress  or  the  president  have  erred  in  mat- 
ters of  opinion.  The  occasion  is  both  too  novel  and 
too  grave  to  permit  an  argumenton  such  minor  ques- 
tions, affectinij  the  comparative  taste  or  wisdom  of 
the  majority  of  congress  and  the  president.  As  to 
the  mere  question  of  opinion,  however,  the  president 
should  not  be  condemned  without  some  charity  by 
those  who  concurred  with  him  so  recently  as  Septem- 
ber, 1841.  If  the  charge  preferred  by  this  majority 
IS  understood,  it  involves  no  breach  of  the  constitu- 
tion or  of  any  law  on  the  part  of  the  president,  but 
they  accuse  him  of  obstructing  (/ifir  will.  The  accu- 
sation implies  either  a  general  infallibility  on  the 
part  of  the  accusers,  or  a  particular  exemption  from 
error  on  this  occasion,  or  it  denies  to  the  president 
the  right  and  the  responsibility  of  judging  on  a  sub- 
ject which  congress  submitted  to  his  judgment.  They 
will  find  that  there  are  t«o  sides  to  this  question. — 
The  executive  is  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  president  is  under  no  obligation  im- 
plicitly to  approve  every  bill  which  the  legislature 
may  pass.  He  is  commanded  either  to  approve,  or, 
if  he  cannot  approve,  to  return,  with  objections,  oZ/ 
bills  sent  to  him,  and  congress  are  required  to  send 
him  all  bills  which  they  pass.  It  is  alleged,  however, 
plaint,  that  the  president  has  thought  proper 


a  special  message,  the  inabilily  of  the  treasury  to  ^  consciousness  that  one  or  both  the  measures  could 
meet  the  demands  created  against  it  by  appropria-  not  have  separately  commanded  a  majority.  The 
tions  which  congress  had  made,  the  necessity  of  pro-  exigencies  of  the  national  treasury  were  supposed  to 
viding  adequate  means  to  sustain  the  government  by  J  furnish  a  favorable  opportunity  for  congress  to  ex- 
an   increase  of  duties   on   imports,  and   every  other   tort  terms  on  which  alone  the  government  should  be 


means  witiiin  their  power.  He  also  recommended 
the  repeal  of  the  distribution  act,  and  a  pledge  of 
the  land  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 
Though  less  than  half  of  the  $12,000,000  loan  au- 
thorize! by  the  act  of  1841  had  been  taken,  and 
thougli  congress  found  itself  under  Ihe  necessity,  at 
an  early  period  of  this  session,  of  authorizing  an 
issue  of  «.5;000,000  of  treasury  notes  in  addition  to 
the  loan  of  §12,000,000,  yet  no  revenue  bill  was  re- 
ported until  Ijie  3d  day  of  June,  1842,  after  con- 
gress had  been  in  session  six  months,  and  when  the 
country  was  looking  anxiously  for  an  adjournment. 
Congress  had  gone  on  meanwhile  to  appropriate  ma- 
ny millions  of  dollars  which  the  government  did  not 
possess,  and  which  it  could  not  obtain  without  the 
agency  of  the  legislative  department.  The  revenue 
bill  was  reported  on  the  3d  of  June,  and  taken  up, 
for  the  first  time,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
8th  of  June. 

The  final  reduction  of  duties  to  twenty  per  cent, 
under  the  compromise  of  1833  was  to  take  efi'cct  on 
the  3Uth  of  June,  and  then  then  the  distribution  un- 
der the  act  of  1841  was  to  commence,  provided  the 
duties  were  not  raised  beyond  twenty  percent.  On 
tiie  7th  of  June,  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
which  had  reported  the  revenue  bill  on  the  3d, 
brought  in  what  was  called  a  provisional  bill,  the 
ostensible  object  of  which  was  to  provide  for  a  tem- 
porary collection  of  duties  until  time  could  be  af- 
forded for  tile  passage  of  the  general  revenue  bill. 
The  necessity  for  some  such  measure  was  allcdged 
to  exist,  on  account  of  a  doubt  whether  duties  could 
be  collected  after  the  30tli  June  without  additional 
legislation.  The  revenue  bill  provided  for  a  general 
increase  of  duties  beyond  Iwenly  per  cent.,  and  its 
passage  would  necessarily  have  enforced  the  sus- 
pending clause  of  the  dUlribution  act.     The  provi- 


supplied  with  revenue  to  meet  their  own  appropria- 
tions. It  would  have  been  as  proper,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, for  congress  to  annex  a  charter  for  a 
bank,  or  a  fiscal  agent,  or  a  fiscal  corporation,  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  a  revenue  bill,  and  to  raise 
an  issue  with  president  or  with  their  constituents,  if 
such  a  bill  had  not  received  the  executive  sanction. 
It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  this  is  an  issue 
between  the  majority  of  congress  and  the  president. 
There  is  an  issue  between  this  same  majority  in  1841 
and  1842.     The  president  abides  by  terms  which  this 


of  duty  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  of  congress, 
the  same  in  each  instance.  Can  congress  excuse 
themselves  for  refusing  to  provide  revenue  for  the 
government  because  the  president  did  not  approve 
either  of  the  forms  in  which,  at  the  extra  session, 
they  attempted  to  charier  a  bank  of  the  United  States? 
Is  the  issue,  which  has  been  so  solemnly  proclaimed 
on  this  occasion,  to  embrace  the  long  agitated  ques- 
tion of  currency,  besides  that  of  revenue?  Do  the 
majority  mean  to  declare  that  they  will  permit  on 
revenue  to  be  collected,  or,  in  other  words,  that  the 
government  shall  cease,  unless  two  conditions  are 
submitted  to;  first,  the  charter  of  a  bank  in  some 
form,  and,  second,  th;  distribution  of  the  land  fund? 
If  this  be  the  object,  then  these  questions  should  have 
been  all  connected  in  one  bill.     It  has  been  deemed 


majority  prescribed  for  themselves  and  the  treasury  I  prudent,  however,  to  connect  only  two  of  them.  The 


in  1841,  and  they  can  prefer  no  accusation  against 
him  for  adhering  to  their  own  position.  He  might 
with  more  propriety  upbraid  them  for  abandoning"  it. 
The  issue  is  between  this  majority  and  the  country. 
They  who  arraign  the  president  for  obstructing  the 
will  of  congress  should  be  well  assured  that  congress 
docs  not  obstruct  the  will  of  the  states  and  the'peo- 
ple  it  represents.  Congress  is  neither  infallible  nor 
irresponsible.  If  this  were  a  question  in  which  none 
felt  any  interest  besides  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  members  of  congress,  tliere  might  be  some 
plausibility  in  the  attempt  to  narrow  the  issue  to 
them;  but  the  subject  of  revenue  is  one  in  which  those 
who  pay  arc  apt  to  feel  as  deep  an  interest  as  those 
who  levy  taxes.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
moreover,  feels  a  solicitude  in  the  government,  and 
all  that  concerns  it,  in  the  fundamental  principles  on 
which  it  is  based,  in  the  measures  which  characterize 
its  administration,  in  its  justice,  its  faith  and  its  fame; 
anil  the  judgment  of  no  impartial  man  can  be  blinded 
or  biased  by  the  effort  to  conceal  the  Irue  points  of 
this  issue,  under  cover  of  a  petty  political  altercation 
between  a  party  majority  in  congress  and  the  presi- 
dent. 
The  president  has  either  assumed  a  power  which 


questions  of  distributing  tlie  land  fund  and  of  raising 
revenue  for  the  support  of  government  were  united 
in  such  manner  as  to  leave  it  doubtful  whether  the 
majority  of  congress  considered  themselves  bound  to 
provide  revenue  first  for  the  states  and  then  for  the 
United  States. 

Since  they  insisted  on  uniting  them  in  a  second 
bill,  after  a  former  bill  had  been  vetoed  on  account 
of  their  union,  and  since  it  is  now  declared  that  con- 
gress is  disgraced  if  it  recedes  so  far  as  to  separate 
the  questions,  and  that  the  United  States  government 
shall  have  no  revenue  unless  the  land  fund  is  distri- 
buted to  the  states,  there  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt  of 
the  determination  cither  to  bestow  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  federal  treasury  on  the  state  treasuries, 
or  to  starve  the  government  of  the  United  States. — 
The  majority  seem  not  only  resolved  on  this,  but  they 
are  resolved  to  accomplish  their  object  only  in  one 
particular  mode;  and  that  is,  by  legislating  on  the 
two  subjects  in  the  same  bill. 

What,  then,  is  the  issue?  It  is  not  whether  the 
power  exercised  by  the  president  is  a  lawful  power. 
Its  existence  is  conceded  by  the  proposition  to  abol- 
ish it.  It  is  not  whether  that  power  has  been  cor- 
ruptly abused.    If  this  is  believed,  the  majority  are 
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guilty  of  culpable  neglect  of  duty  in  not  impeaching. 
It  is  not  wiiether  tiie  states  shall  have  the  land  fund; 
it  is  not  whether  the  United  States  shall  have  a  reve- 
nue; but  it  is  whether  this  government  shall  have  re- 
venue and  the  states  shall  have  the  land  fund  in  a 
particular  form  of  legislation,  which  congress  have 
resolved,  at  all  hazards,  to  persevere  in — a  form  of 
legislation  resorted  to,  first,  to  coerce  the  votes  of 
congress,  and  persisted  in  to  coerce  the  executive  by 
putting  the  treasury  under  duresse. 

As  the  majority  of  congress  seem  to  view  this 
question,  it  is  a  mere  parliamentary  punctilio',  on 
which  some  of  them  would  rouse  the  country  to  arms. 
In  other  aspects,  however,  in  which  it  will  be  view- 
ed by  those  who  in  this  case  are  more  impartial  ar- 
biters than  either  this  majority  or  the  president,  it  is 
a  question  worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration. 
The  government  has  now  no  revenue.  It  is  in  debt; 
it  is  completely  organized  under  the  forms. ot  the 
constitution;  its  legislature,  its  judiciary,  its  execu- 
tive, are  at  their  posts;  its  army  is  in  the  field;  its  na- 
vy is  on  the  sea;  its  representatives  are  honorably  ac- 
credited by  all  foreign  governments  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  foreign  governments  are  here.  There  is 
profound  peace  and  a  general  sense  of  security 
throughout  the  country.  Our  fields  are  teeming  with 
abundant  harvests.  Industry  and  economy  are  gra- 
dually repairing  the  evils  of  extravagance  and  indo- 
lence, and  as  they  develop  our  great  national  resour- 
ces, they  are  restoring  a  general  confidence  which 
will  revive  prosperity,  and  teach  us,  for  a  time  at 
least,  the  danger  of  preferring  again  artificial  wealth 
and  delusive  splendor  to  real  independence  and  sub- 
stantial comfort.  With  the  means  of  individual  hap- 
piness and  national  glory  within  our  reach,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  may  well  ask  why  it  is  that 
the  constitution  has  failed — why  the  lavvs  are  impo- 
tent^and  why  the  representatives  of  twenty-six  states 
and  seventeen  millions  of  people  are  unable  to  pro- 
vide revenue  to  save  the  government  from  disgrace 
and  dissolution.'  A  majority  of  these  representatives 
have  given  the  answer.  It  is  because  they  do  not 
choose  to  do  what  they  have  the  power  to  do.  They 
forget  their  duty  to  the  country  and  the  constitution, 
and  remember  only  the  imaginary  resentments  which 
they  suppose  to  exist  between  themselves  and  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  If  these  resentments 
were  real,  will  the  country  tolerate  a  suspension  of 
the  entire  government  until  a  political  dispute  is  set- 
tled, by  revolution  or  reason,  between  those  who 
ought  to  feel  on  both  sides  a  weight  of  official  respon- 
sibility which  permits  no  motive  of  ambition  or  ani- 
mosity to  inflict  on  their  country  the  consequences  of 
their  passion.  Whence  can  such  resentments  arise, 
unless  from  motives  in  ambition  equally  unworthy  a 
president  and  a  legislator?  If  the  majority  of  con- 
gress wish  to  submit  an  issue  to  the  country  involving 
any  policy  of  government,  any  question  of  constitu- 
tional liberty  or  legislative  expediency,  let  them  not 
present  it  in  the  shape  of  a  mere  controversy  between 
themselves  and  the  president;  let  them  invoke  the 
judgment,  and  not  merely  the  prejudices,  of  their 
countrymen  to  decide  it. 

It  too  often  happens  that  a  party  attempts  to  pre- 
scribe law  for  the  constitution,  and  to  interpolate  sub- 
stantive restrictions  or  enlargements  of  the  powers  to 
be  derived  from  the  text.  Necessity  or  expediency 
is  always  the  pretext.  The  first  necessity  and  the 
soundest  expediency  in  a  government  of  a  written 
constitution,  is  to  preserve  its  organic  law  inviolate. 
That  instrument  may  be  as  effectually  changed  (and 
the  governmeni  is  changed  with  it)  by  this  means,  as 
by  an  amendment  in  the  prescribed  mode.  The  con- 
stitution is  designed  to  furnish  a  permanent,  uniform 
and  universal  rule  of  government,  while  parties  fluc- 
tuate and  change  with  the  caprices  of  passion  or  the 
convictions  of  judgment.  These  decisions  of  mere 
party  are  too  apt  to.  be  regarded  as  authority,  and 
hence  the  conflict  which  frequently  occurs  between 
them  and  the  constitution  itself.  The  undersigned 
has  already  expressed  his  conviction  that  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  case  are  in  conflict  with  the  constitu- 
tion. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  the  only  evi- 
dence of  a  disposition,  during  the  present  congress, 
to  disregard  the  authority  of  that  instrument,  or  to 
create  unnecessary  collisions  between  the  legislative 
and  the  executive  departments.  When  a  subject 
distinctly  embraced  in  one  bill  has  been  the  cause  of 
the  executive  objections  to  that  bill,  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  a  co-ordinate  department,  or  desire  to  a- 
void  unnecessary  collisions  with  it,  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  not  immediately  pressing  that  identical 
subject  upon  the  consideration  of  the  executive, 
without  some  intimation  of  a  change  of  opinion.  The 
objections  of  the  president  to  the  provisional  revenue 

bill,  and  the  general   revenue  bill,  are  the  same ■ 

They  relate  to  the  insertion  of  a  clause  directing  dis- 
tribution of  the  land  fund  without  regard  to  the  rates 
of  duties  on  imports.  The  first  bill  was  temporary 
ID  its  duration,  and  comparatively  unimportant  in  its 


objects.  It  v/as  sent  to  the  president  in  advance  of  1 
the  second,  and  only  five  days  prior  to  the  ."JOth  of 
June,  when  it  was  alleged  there  would  no  longer  be 
authority  to  collect  revenue.  It  contained  a  clause 
in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  land  fund.  It 
was  vetoed  on  account  of  that  clause.  On  the  5th  of 
August  congress  passed  the  second  Or  general  revenue 
bill,  containing  a  clause  still  more  unequivocally  au- 
thorising distribution,  notwithstanding  the  twenty  per 
cent,  restriction  of  the  act  of  1841.  Whetlier  the 
first  of  these  bills  was  designed  only  to  feel  the  way 
for  the  second,  and  to  ascertain  if  the  president  could 
be  brought  to  the  dilemma,  after  objecting  to  that 
bill,  of  either  vetoing  a  revenue  bill  or  submitting  to 
the  distribution  clause,  in  order  to  obtain  the  means 
of  carrying  on  the  government,  or  to  re-enact,  by  the 
vote  of  a  majority,  a  single  principle  which  had  been 
so  recently  vetoed,  and  which  could  not  obtain  the 
vote  of  two-thirds,  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  these 
proceedings  which  may  shed  some  light  on  our  ex- 
aminations. The  legislation  of  congress,  at  the  late 
extra  session,  on  the  subject  of  the  bank  and  its  va- 
rious modifications,  illustrates  the  same  disposition. 
Two  bills,  under  different  titles,  but  both  for  the  ob- 
ject of  chartering  a  national  bank,  were  successively 
passed,  sent  to  the  executive,  and  were  returned  with 
objections.  If,  then,  there  has  been  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  executive  to  resist  the  action  of  con- 
gress on  certain  subjects,  there  has  certainly  been  a 
corresponding  disposition  on  the  part  of  congress  to 
attack,  and  to  repeat  the  attacks  on  the  executive. 

Congress  have  appropriated  the  money  required  to 
carry  on  the  government.  They  have  authorised  the 
debts  which  are  contracted.  They  alone,  under  the 
constitution,  can  furnish  means  of  meeting  their  own 
appropriations.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  minor- 
ity of  congress  to  legislate.  All  that  the  executive 
can  do  is  to  convene  congress,  should  it  adjourn  with- 
out providing  revenue  to  carry  on  the  government. — 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  calmer  consideration  will 
inspire  some  motive  of  public  duty  stronger  than  any 
feelings  of  party  resentment.  The  threats  of  violence 
which  have  been  heard  from  quarters  whence  better 
counsels  should  have  proceeded,  will  not  disturb  the 
repose  nor  provoke  the  dignity  of  a  free  and  enlight- 
ened people.  THOMAS  W.  GILMER. 


TWENTY-SEVEIVTH    CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION. 


SENATE. 

August  18.  Soon  after  convening  the  senate  en- 
tered into  executive  session  on  the  subject  of  the 
treaty  negotiated  with  Great  Britain,  and  thereafter 
adjourned. 

August  19.  Mr.  Preston  moved  to  take  up  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  house  fixing  the  time  of  ad- 
journment. The  question  being  taken,  there  were 
for  it  18,  against  it  18.  Mr.  Buchanan  having  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays,  Mr.  Preston  apprehended  it  would 
lead  to  debate  and  withdrew  the  proposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bines  the  senate  then  went  into 
executive  session,  on  the  British  treaty,  and  at  a  late 
hour  adjourned. 

August  20.  Mr.  Preslon  moved  to  take  up  the 
house  resolution  for  adjournment.  After  some  re- 
maks  by  Messi'S.  Preston,  TallmaJ^e  and  Crittenden, 
Mr.  C.  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  by  yeas  '25, 
nays  23,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  executive  business, 
and  after  having  been  engaged  therein  till  a  late 
hour,  resumed  public  session  and  adjourned. 

[At  this  executive  session  the  British  treaty  was 
ratified.] 

August  22.  Several  bills  from  the  house  were 
passed,  among  them  a  bill  for  the  suppression  of  the 
sale  of  lottery  tickets  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
with  an  amendment. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  contingent  bill,  and 
Mr.  Evans  stated  that  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
had  been  under  consideration  in  the  committee  of 
finance,  who  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  would  be  necessary.  They, 
therefore,  moved  thatthe  senate  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ments. 

The  private  morning  business  having  been  gone 
through  with,  Mr.  Bates  submitted  a  motion  that  the 
reports  from  the  pension  committee  be  taken  up  and 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  Secier  stated  that  the  committee  had  labored 
most  zealously  during  the  session  of  congress.  They 
had  reported  adversely  upon  eight  of  the  ten  bill: 
from  the  house,  and  he  hoped  that  this  motion  would 
be  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bills  prevailed,  and  the 
senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bills 
from  the  pension  committee,  after  which  the  senate 
adjourned. 

August  23.  Mr.  Choale  presented  a  memorial  from 
between  five  and  six  hundred  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 


ton, asking  that  the  revenue  bill  vetoed  by  the  presi- 
dent may  be  passed  with  the  27th  section  out,  or 
some  bill  of  a  similar  injport.  The  memorialists  do 
not  approve  of  the  veto  power,  but  are  anxious  that 
the  bill  should  be  passed  irrespective  of  the  clause 
of  distribution. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  grant- 
ing bounty  land  warrants  to  be  issued  on  account  of 
the  services  of  Major  General  Duportail,  Brigadier 
General  Armand,  and  Major  de  LaColombe  was  de- 
bated and  rejected. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  in  relation  to 
contested  elections,  6tc. 

Mr.  Walker  opposed  the  bill  as  unjust,  inexpedi- 
ent and  unconstitutional;  it  was,  he  said,  a  bill  of 
outlawry,  a  bill  to  disfranchise  several  states,  a  bill 
to  disfranchise  his  own  state;  and  closed  with  a  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  he  should  not  now  stop  to  dis- 
cuss the  question,  and  the  remarks  of  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  he  considered  premature.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  the  senate  decided  to 
postpone  the  previous  orders,  by  yeas  25,  nays  20.' 

Mr.  Wright  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill,  which 
was  read  accordingly,  and  the  bill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Crittenden  proceeded  to  defend  its  provisions, 
the  important  one  of  which  were  to  provide 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  election  of  members  of 
the  other  house.  Mr.  Crittenden  answered  briefly  the 
objections  made  by  Mr.  Walker,  and  with  sarcasm 
his  menace  to  defeat  the  bill  by  delay. 

Mr.  Walker  replied  to  Mr.  Crittenden.  Mr.  Bagby 
followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Callwun,  Allen,  Wright  and  Cuthbert,  seve- 
rally proposed  amendments,  which  were  rejected, 
sustaining  them  in  brief  remarks,  when  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow,  and  then  went  into  exe- 
cutive session. 

The  revenue  bill  was  reported  with  amendments, 
as  the  senate  came  out  of  executive  session,  but  no 
action  was  had  thereon,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

AiGUsT  24.  A  message  was  received  from  the 
president  stating  that  it  would  be  incompatible  with 
the  public  interests  to  communicate  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  awards  made  or  omitted  to  be  made 
under  the  commission  for  settling  claims  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  EvaTis  from  the  committee  of  finance  reported 
a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Wyan- 
dot Indians. 

Mr.  Merrick  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  any  detailed  statement 
he  may  have  caused  to  be  prepared  at  the  treasury 
department  since  the  passage  by  congress  of  the  bill 
to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  showing  the  amount 
of  revenue  which  would  have  been  produced  by  said 
act  If  it  had  became  a  law,  together  with  a  brief  e.K- 
planation  of  the  data  and  reasons  on  which  the  esti- 
mate was  founded  which  may  have  accompanied  the 
same. 

Mr.  Evans  thought  the  whole  call  improper;  and  if 
the  president  sought  to  influence  legislation  by  having 
recourse  to  the  estimates  furnished  by  subordinates 
of  his  department,  he  (Mr.  E.)  would  not  lend  his 
sanction  to  any  such  proceeding.  Wiiether  the  esti- 
mates in  question  had  been  made  either  by  the  desire 
of  the  president  or  by  executive  dictalion,  was  the 
same  to  him.  It  was  well  known  that  these  same 
estimates  had  said  the  bill  in  question  would  not 
yield  $12,000,000  of  revenue,  when  the  proper  offi- 
cer, the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  had  said  it  would 
yield  $27,000,000.  If  any  information  of  the  kind 
was  to  be  furnished,  let  it  emanate  from  the  law  offi- 
cer of  the  treasury,  and  not  from  the  president's  su- 
bordinates. The  president  was  not  to  furnish  his  es- 
timates to  influence  the  action  of  congress,  and  he 
should  object  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Merrick  did  not  desire  to  be  understood  as  in- 
timating that  the  estimates  alluded  to  showed  any 
authority  or  binding  force.  It  had  been  intimated 
that  such  estimates  had  been  made,  and  if  so  he 
thought  it  very  desirable  for  the  senate  to  be  possess- 
ed of  them.  These  estimates  had  been  carefully  and 
diligently  prepared  by  the  order  or  desire  of  the  exe- 
cutive. If,  as  suggested  by  the  senator,  the  call 
should  be  made  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  its 
very  object  would  be  defeated.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  not  here,  and  if  he  were,  he  was  physi- 
cally incapacitated  for  attending  to  the  business. 
The  estimates  were  important  at  the  present  time; 
and  if  they  afforded  any  information,  he  thought  there 
was  no  senator  but  would  be  glad  to  receive  it. 

The  reception  having  been  objected  to,  the  resolu- 
tion was  laid  over  one  day  under  the  rule. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
taking  of  testimony  in  certain  ^ases,  and  for  other 
purposes. 
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The  question  pending  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Berrien,  to  come  in  at  the  first  section  of  the  bill: 

Mr.  .irchei-  moved  nn  amendment  to  tlie  amend- 
ment. Carried  by  yeas  21  to  nays  15.  Mr.  .illen 
and  Mr.  A' ino- moved  amendments  which  were  re- 
jected.. Mr.  Berrien's  amendment  as  amended  was 
carried  by  yeas  30,  nays  6.  The  debate  proceeded 
and  the  bill,  after  bein^  variously  amended,  was  final- 
ly reported  to  the  house. 

Mr.  EuaM,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  on 
the  disputed  points  between  the  two  houses  in  rela- 
tion to  the  contingent  appropriation  bill,  made  a  re- 
port, which  was  concurred  in  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  C(Hii(i<isubmitted a  resolution  that  on  and  after 
Thui-sday  next  the  senate  should  meet  at  10  o'clock 
and  at  11  o'clock  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  re- 
venue bill  and  continue  at  tlie  same  until  finally  dis- 
disposcd  of.  Objection  being  made,  the  resolution 
■was  ordered  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  youii"  then  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tion just  received  from  the  house  fixing  upon  Mon- 
day the  29th  August  as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  the  re- 
solution and  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas 
24,  nays  17. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  proceeded  to 
the  confidcration  of  executive  business,  and,  after 
sometime  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Aug.  18.  Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson,  laid  on 
the  table  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
praying  the  issue  of  two  hundred   millions  of  slock. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  asked  leave  to  make  a  report  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Bolts  objected. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  under  a  sense  of  duty,  had  instructed  him  to 
report  the  resolution  merely  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
house  upon  it. 

Mr.  JJoHs  reiterated  his  objection. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wise  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  reso- 
lution, appended  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Adams  from  the 
select  committee  on  the  veto,  had,  (in  the  absence  of 
the  two-thirds  affirmative  majority  required  by  the 
constitution),  been  rejected. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Ray- 
ner,  G.  Davis,  Arnold,  and  Colquit. 

Mr.  Granger  moved  the  previous  question,  and  by 
yeas  14,  nays  140,  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 

iMr.  Admns  wished  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  on  "the  reasons  why" 
be  taken  up  from  the  speaker's  table,  where  it  had 
been  laid,  and  considered. 

Mr.  Cashing  objected. 

Mr.  Fillmoi-e  rose  and  said  that  he  was  instructed 
be  the  committee  ol  ways  and  means  to  present  the 
following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  another  re- 
venue bill,  the  same  as  that  which  recently  passed 
both  houses  of  congress,  and  has  been  returned  by 
the  president  with  his  objections  to  this  house,  and 
on  reconsideration  lost  for  want  of  a  constitutional 
majority,  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  revenue  from 
imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  im- 
posing duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
with  the  exception  of  the  27th  section  of  the  said 
bill,  which  repeals  the  proviso  to  the  land  distribu- 
tion act,  and  so  modified  as  to  make  tea  imported  in 
American  vessels  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  colfee,  free  from  duty;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed  to  report  such  a  bill  to  this  house,  with 
all  convenient  despatch." 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  F.  said  that 
it  was  only  necessary  lor  him  to  state  that  he  had 
reported  this  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the 
house  under  the  order  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
house  whether  any  action  was  necessary  or  could  be 
had  with  any  prospect  of  passing  a  revenue  bill  at 
this  time.  It  was  now  too  late  an  hour  in  the  ses- 
sion to  admit  of  the  possibility  of  commencing  a  rc- 
■venuc  bill  de  iioro  and  perfecting  it  in  its  details.  If 
any  thing  could  be  done,  it  must  be  done  by  some 
bill  that  had  already  been  elaborated  and  perfecled; 
and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  the  resolution  limited 
the  action  of  the  house  to  the  bill  already  passed, 
with  certain  exceptions,  calculated  to  meet  objec- 
tions to  the  bill  in  some  quarters.  What  the  sense 
of  the  house  might  be  he  knnw  not.  The  committee 
of  w;iy3  and  means  did  not  feel  antboiised  to  intro- 
duce a  new  hill,  without  first  testing  the  sense  of  the 
house  whether  thera  was  any  possibility  or  probabi- 


lity of  passing  it.  Situated  as  he  himself  was,  ht 
should  not  vote  upon  the  resolution  at  all.  He  had 
nothing  further  to  say,  and  he  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Botls  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  question  being  taken  the  house  refused,  by 
yeas  75  nays  103,  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  a  call  of  the  house  was  moved  and 
carried,  after  which,  the  question  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  was  taken  and  appeared  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ap- 
pleton,  Aycrigg,  Baker,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye, 
Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Brockway,  J.  Brown,  Bur- 
nell,  VVm.  B.  Calhoun,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden, 
Gerry,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Hall, 
Halsted,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  IngersoU, 
J.  R.  IngersoU,  James  Irvin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  Keim, 
McKennan,  T.  F.  Marshall,  S.  Mason,  Mattocks, 
Maxwell,  Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Newhard,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Pendleton,  Plu- 
mcr.  Pope,  Powell,  Proflit,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall, Randolph,  Read,  Ridgway,  Riggs,  Rodney,  Wni. 
Rus'cll,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sanford, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  To- 
land,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Ward,  Westbrook,  E.  D.  White,  T.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  V/illiams,  Yorke,  Aug.  Young — 8G 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold, 
Arringlon,  Atherton,  Barton,  Black,  Botts,  Boyd, 
Milton  Brown,  Burke,  W.  O.  Butler,  G.  W.  Caldwell, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  J.  Campbell,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Gary,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquit,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cravens,  Cross,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Doan,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Fillmore,  John  G. 
Floyd,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Wm.  O. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Gwin,  Habersham, 
Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houuk, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  W.C.  Johnson, Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, King,  Lane,  Lewis,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallory,  John  T.  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mathews,  Medill, 
Miller,  IVlitchell,  Owsley,  Payne,  Alexander  Randall, 
Rayner,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rogers,  Roosevelt, 
Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Wm.  Smith, 
Sollers,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 
Summers,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett, 
Turney,  Underwood,  Warren,  Washington,  Watter- 
son,  Weller,  Jos.  L.  White,  James  W.  Williams,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood— 114. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

[After  the  list  had  been  called  through,  Mr.  Barton 
rose  and  remarked  that  he  had  given  a  very  reluc- 
tant vote  in  the  afTirmative  (i.  e.  to  surrender  the  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  of  the  land  fund)  in  the  forlorn 
hopoof  doing  something  for  the  country;  but  it  seem- 
ed in  vain  to  try  to  conciliate,  and  he  therefore 
changed  his  vote  to  the  negative.] 

Mr.  W.  fr./)-Hiiii,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  moved 
that  the  rules  of  the  house  be  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  ir.troduce  a  bill  entitled,  "a 
bill  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  to  change 
and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

[This  bill  is  substantially  the  same  bill  as  that  re- 
turned by  the  president  with  his  objections,  striking 
out  the  27th  section,  which  repealed  the  proviso  in 
the  land  distribution  law  of  the  extra  session,  and 
atlmitling  tea  imported  in  American  vessels  from  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  coffee,  free  of 
duty.] 

On  wiiich  motion  Mr.  I.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Botls  moved  that  the  house  do  now.  adjourn. 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  vote  on  adjour- 
ment  to  be  yeas  110,  nays  80.  So  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Friday,  Aug.  19.  Mr.  Camiibell,  of  S.  Carolina, 
presented  a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  report  a  bill,  to  provide  revenue 
from  imports  under  the  compromise  act,  to  impose 
an  ad  valorem  duty  on  tea  and  coffee  and  to  tax  gold 
and  silver  ware. 

Objection  was  made  and  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
being  moved  by  Mr.  C.  the  house  refused  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  house  be 
suspended  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for  infor- 
mation: 

Resolved,  That  under  the  present  emergency,  it  is 
expedient  to  pass,  and  that  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  be  instructed  forthwith  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing bill: 

".'\  bill  to  provide  revenue   rom  imports. 

Be  it  enar.ted,  4'r.  That  from  t  lid  after  the  passage 


of  this  act,  the  same  duties  upon  imports  shall  be 
levied,  collected  and  paid  under  the  same  laws,  rules 
and  regulations,  which  were  levied,  collected  and 
paid  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1840,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  approved  2d  March,  1833,  entitled 
"an  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1832, 
and  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  ex- 
cept that  the  said  duties  shall  be  paid  in  cash.  And 
provided  farther.  That  in  all  cases  where  specific  du- 
ties were  imposed  upon  imports  prior  to  the  passage 
of  the  said  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  ascertain  the  average  rate  of  duty 
which  was  collected  upon  each  of  the  said  articles 
throughout  the  year  1839,  and  such  average  rate  of 
duty  shall  hereafter  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  as 
I  a  specific  duty  upon  the  importation  of  the  said  ai^ 
tides,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  respective  spe- 
cific duties  were  respectively  imposed   by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  the  im- 
portation of  all  (he  articles  made  subject  to  a  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  relating  to  duties  on  draw- 
backs," approved  September  11,  1841,  there  shall 
hereafter  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  a  duty  of  30 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  except  upon  rail  road  iron, 
which  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rate  of  duty  as 
bar  or  bolt  iron  of  similar  manufacture  under  the 
first  section  of  this  act;  but  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive  any  state  or  in- 
corporated company  which  shall  have  imported  rail 
road  iron  prior  to  the  3d  day  of  March  next  of  the 
benefits  and  advantages  secured  to  them,  respective- 
ly, by  the  proviso  to  the  5th  section  of  the  said  act 
relating  to  the  duties  and  drawbacks." 

Mr.  Proffit  objected.  Mr.  E.  then  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  and  by  yeas  81  nays  105,  the 
house  refused  to  suspend. 

Mr.  C.  J.  IngersoU  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  a  view  of  taking  up  a  revenue  bill.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed,  96  to  84. 

The  house  having  gone  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  J.  R.  Ii^ersoll  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  C.  J.  higersoll  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of 
business  in  order  to  take  np  the  bill  reported  by  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary.  And  the  committee  ac- 
cordingly voted  to  consider  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
IngersoU. 

The  bill  was  read  as  follows: 
A  bill  to  supply  a  temporary  defect  or  failure  in  the 

laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports. 

Be  it  enacted,  S^c.,  That  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandises  which  have  been  imported  into  the  U. 
States  since  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  last,  or  shall 
be  imported  between  that  day  and  the  day  when  any 
act  which  may  be  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
congress  imposing  duties  on  imports  shall  become  a 
law  and  go  into  operation,  and  which  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  would  have  been  subject  to  any  du- 
ty upon  their  importation  by  laws  then  existing,  if 
they  had  '  een  imported  at  anytime  between  the  first 
and"  thirtieth  day  of  June  last,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid  on  such  as  would  have  been  sub- 
ject, by  such  laws,  to  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  or  more,  a  duty  or  tax  of  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem;  and  on  such  as  would  have  been 
subject  by  such  laws  to  a  duty  of  less  than  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valorem  a  duty  or  tax,  in  every  case, 
equal  to  the  duty  to  which  they  would  have  been 
subject  by  such  laws. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  laws 
existing  and  in  force  on  the  first  day  of  June  last, 
imposing  duties  on  imports,  or  providing  for  the  col- 
lection of  such  duties,  and  all  provisions  in  such 
laws,  or  any  of  them,  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
duties  in  cash  or  the  allowance  of  credits,  in  regard 
to  the  keeping  of  goods  in  public  stores,  in  regard  to 
appraisements  and  the  duty  of  appraisers,  collec- 
tors, and  others  officers,  in  regard  to  discriminations, 
in  regard  to  drawbacks,  in  regard  to  pains,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  and  in  regard  to  all  other  matiers 
and  things  embraced  in  such  laws  and  provisions, 
shall,  so  far  as  the  same  are  or  may  be  applicable 
and  can  be  applied  to  this  act,  as  an  act  for  impos- 
ingand  collecting  a  duty  or  tax  on  imjiortcd  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be, 
and  shall  be,  in  force  for  the  collection  of  the  tax  or 
duty  imposed  by  this  act,  as  fully  and  eflectually  as 
if  every  regulation,  restriction,  penalty,  forfeiture, 
provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing  in  the  laws  afore- 
said were  inserted  in  and  re-enacted  by  this  act;  but 
the  same  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  revived  and  in 
force,  by  any  thing  in  this  act  contained,  for  any 
other  purpose  and  to  any  other  effect  whatever. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  which  a  duty 
or  tax  is  imposed  by  this  act,  and  upon  which,  on 
their  importation,  duties  have  been  or  shall  be  paid, 
under  any  laws  supposed  to  be  in  force  for  the  impo- 
sition and  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  since  the 
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„,     .  „„  *  Ti,„  vntoQ  nf  snnthprn  p-pntlemen  I       Mr.  McKinnan  then,  after  some  preliminary  re- 

thirtieth  of  June  last,  and  which  payments  of  duUes  ,  we  can  --/J^  ^  J^™  :'',°;i,  :l\^XtTes^o^^^^^^^^  marks,  moved  as  an  amendment  to  fhe  amendment 
have  been  or  shall  be  made  under  protest  u  shall  be  ,  here  '°-°^y  ?"^  >"  l""?7;,,°  ''"'ositions  at  thi<i  time  '  proposed  by  Mr.  Jngeysoll,  and  as  a  substitute  for  hid 
lawful  for  the  respective   collectors  or  other  officers    and  coO^ee  a.  made^^^ 

of  the  customs  having  the   ■'^^"e'- ■"  f  "^S^.-T^.^X  ThesSes  t^r^^^^^^  "'*'  '"""^  clause,  and  exs 

ing  so  much  of  such  duties,  pa.d  as  aforesaid  under  T:'^;^«  ""^W^^^';!"^  ihe  more  the  bill  became  a  pro-  empting  from  duty,  tea    impcried  in  American  vessel 

protest,  as   will  satisfy  the  duty  or    tax  imposed  by  ^ey  were  taken  oil   the  more^'^e  d  v^  ^^          ^^^^            ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

fhis  act,  to  remit  and  pay  over  the  excess   if  any   to  t-'ive  bill  and  the^loss^i  -;,enue  bi^      ^                g^  ^.^^.^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^,^^  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

%Pr"axi:::™rlrrdSrar^^^^^^^  ^.d  that,  though  not  satis^edof 

striking  out  all  after  the  enaeting  clause,  a"d '"serl-  P^lee^iye  ^)'^^''  :^j  j„  M,  A's  speech  and  denounc-  the  correctness  of  the  decision,  he  should  submit,  as 
ing  in  lieu  thereof  the  bill  which  is  appended  o  the  |      M/.i^hf 'nee  vecH^^  of  that  gen-  \  he  was  always  in  favor  of  sustainingthe  chair      He 

resolution  of  Mr.  Everett,  (given  above  except  tha  ,  ed  ^v^f  ^^,„^°^^^VaTd  was  cor  tenSing  that  there  was  '  would  lake  this  opportunity  of  giving  "otiee  that  at 
Ur.IiiS'rsoU   proposed  to  change  Ihe  "year   lrf39,     i  tlenian,wiio,ne    aio.wa  s^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^^^ ,  ^  ^  opportunity    he   should   otfer   this 

where  °it  occurs  in  the  fourteenth  line  of  the  first  |  "«  bw  andjet  ^ -/PP°'^^i3''\Xage  (II  .^,to«;  \  amendment,  viz:  to  bring  in  a  bill  similar  to  that 
section  of  said  bill,  to  the  "year  1840."  h.d  said  thatthere Va    no    aw  for  tlie  collection  of   vetoed,  but  without  the  land  clause   and  makmg  tea 

But,  for   the   purpose  of   first  perfecting  the  bill .   had  said  that  t^e re  ^^a    "»  '^  j^^  ^,^^  ^^.   ^„j  ^^^.^^  f,,,  ;„  American  vesse  s). 

amendments  were  received.  r' r„rUnHvnLTeed  in  inflJmatorv  language  on  the        And  here  he  would  take  leave  to  say  that  he  had 

Mr.  Bamar.!  moved  to  amend  Uie  second  section  of ,  eo>-d'"g  y  '"d"  Se<i    "  'J^^^^j^bu""^,^,^  ,»  ,hown  that    proposed  this  measure  after  deep  and  anxious  reflec- 

the  bill,  by  adding  a  provision,  the    object  of  which  ;  u.ui  pation  ol   the  I'^f  ^'^^eni,  oui  na  i  ^.  ^     p,    ^^j  brought  his  mind  at  length   to   assent 

wa,  to  prevent  aify  thing  in  the  section  being  regard-  ;  there -as  no  law'  ,^«  had  f  rmed   an  unive    a,  ^^  ,  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^,^.   ^^^^^.^^  ^^^^ 

ed  as  authorizing  the  ^PpUcation  of  its  provisions  to  ,  gat  ve^  How  di^^^^^^^^  dec  ded  by  the  supreme    under  other  circumstances    he   would   sooner  have 

any  case  where  a  penalty  might  have  been  imposed   Thi     -«^  ^   3^e  ^'™„t°  ^f  y  ^^    J  ^^^^  ^.^  ^.^^^  ^       3„bnMt  to.     Under  the  cir- 

by  1=^-.  «^e.  ,  ,       ..  the  auesUon   the  supreme   court  might  decide  that   cumstances  which  did  exist,  however  he  had  come 

'Mr.  Ada,^  asked  for  explanation.  1  J  ',f''''°'^i,V^?J"he  proceeding.     Was  there    any    to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  his  duty  to  yield      And 

Mr    Banianf  chairman  of  the   committee    on  the  :  theie   was  Jaw  lor^inejroc^e^t^^^^S^  ^^^  ^^^^^_^^^^^.^.  i  ^^^^^^  „_^  distribution  of  the  land 


reommittee   on  the  :  Jj':^^,;:^;;:" '^t'll^iil^'cllSd  aJI'^^^mcilvi  \  ;hc;,y^''h;i™i;;d  «,;;;« "thrdistribution  of  the  land 
judi'ciar''visaid  'that  the  bill  when    reported  by  that  |  P™^J  J  of  •.«>  =i^  that  there  '  fund  among  the  states  as  having  ever  been  one  of 

committee  was  accompanied  by  a  report  m  relation  ^  'cp'"'  "\"\''  \, ,, ,,„„„„  ,„  ,how  him  nnv  i  the  favorite  measures  of  the  whig  pi 


»/,;  of  the  nrt  of  ISSa'     Mr.  U.  uenieQ    inai.    vueie    iimu  <ii..u.ii^  ...^ --    p.  .  .    r 

comm.uee  „.., .»....-  ^. .  -  -        ,     .      ,  „a     and  challenged  any  gentleman  to  shew  him  any  |  the  favorite  measures  of  the  wh-S  party   yet  if,  un 

1^  t>,P  ponditim  of  the  revenue  laws;  the  conclusion  ;  ™as,  anu  ciiaue  „  j  &  I  der  an  arbitrary  administration,  it  could   not   be  ob- 

rft'hatTeportbefng  according  to  the  view  taken  of  ^-.^.P-       "^gnified  his   willingness   to  accept  the!  tained,  he  did  not,  on  that  account   feeUumself  jus 
the   subject  by  the  committee,  that   the  laws  ™Pos-!  ..hallen^e  and  show  such  a  provfsion  of  law  '  '■f-''  ■"  throwing:  away  the  tariff  bill  which  wouh 

in"  duties  on  imports,  or  rather  071!/ rdfes  of  duties  on,      ..      5.     . .       ,     ,■    _j ...,j  .u„  «„„„ 

im°ports,  had  expired  by  their  own  limitation  on  the 
30th  day  of  June.  This  act  proposed  to  reach  im  , 
Dorts   into    the    country    from   the   1st  day  of   June 


lUlllCU,     HO    UIU     livjl,     !-■"      V..UV    w-^^-v.,^...., -      -     J-- 

tified  in  throwing  away  the  tariif  bill  which  would 
..      -^     ,■      'j""i"""j",.r,r.',.u'tV,o«r,Ar      Thp  <rpn-i  save  the  country  from  destruction.     But  let  him  not 
^/'^•'^''■''"^^f!?^.;!    hrtdvL?dedthefl^^^^^  misunderstood.      He    was   going    to    surrender 

.^,.  ,  tleman  could  feP  y  'fer  he  ha^  >^elrt  d  the  H  ,  <ii,„ibution  unless  for  the  sake  of  securing  such  aue- 

ports   into    the    country    from   the   1st  day  of   J-    Th-s  was  a  question  oM^^^^  ,       ,       „  It^t'-tht"" 

Sown  to  the  time  when  some  permanent  reveutiebiU   '^Z^^'-"  °!„.e  that  on  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  ge- ,  tercsts  of  the  country  to  live.  ["Good-that  s  right- 
should   be  passed   by  congress.     This,  it   would   be  ,  u'j      heen  furnished  to  the  president,  the  pre-    go  on.    ]       ,.     .  ,  ,,  ,       ,  ,. 
obse  ved,  was  a  retroactive  bill.     It  went  back  be-  j  "^^nt  had  s°aid  ""  am  of  a  different  opinion,  there  is        For  conciliation   and   o  save  tlie  country,  he  would 
yond   Us  dite,  an  1  t..,.h.,  1  transactions  which  had    |  ;'^^,"  ;r,^.Thad  onlered  the  eustoni  house  officers   go  far;  but  when  he  yielded  distribution   we  was  not 
already   tran  pired.     It  proposed   to   lay  a   duty  or   "o^aw     ani  ,,aa                                   ^^.^  ^^^^  would  J  to  be  expected  to  adopt  gentlemen^s  bills  that  they 
?ax   as^ie  sunposed    it  to  be,  upon  imports  into  the    '°  "^™,^edwX the  eloquent  indig                                                                     propose   and  give  up  p  otectiori 
country  after-  the  expiration  of  the  law  existing  up  ^  f^'^  eaUecr  in  one  breath,  a  tyrant,  in  another  a    too.     What  evidence  had  they     hat  his  colleague's 
to  th?  30lh  day  of  June.     As  an  act  of  legislation  ;  W^  'Iway  then  with  these  miserable  pretexts   amendment  would  afford  adequate  pro  ection?   None 
aR-ecting  past  transactions,  he  supposed  it  to  be  per- ;  e   P  'en     A    ay      _^                                      ^^  ^^^^^  ^^       ^^^^^.^^^  ''''^^"rV:  !.  f  yiri^est  •  atbn   aid^^^^^ 
fectly  competent  for  congress  to  pass  such  a  law.     It .  j^"        .P    ^yhv   should  they  not  vote  for  a  tariB?-    there  was  now  time  for  a  full  investigation   and  lor 
was  as  be  had  said,  retroactive,  but  it  affected  only    '^'u^t  .easons  had  his  colleague  given.'  His  first  pro-   all  the  figuring  it  would  require,  the  ca=e  would  be 
TvU  and  not  crimin'al  transactions.     Mr.  B.  explain-  !  ^^^^^  ^^^J^been  an  appeal  'to  th'e  God  of  battle's.-    different;  but   there   was   now   no   time   ^     that 
ed  that  the   object  of  the  section  was  to  revive  the    P  »                               -^J  enisade  against  the  consti- 1  Meanwhile,  there  wa,  bel^oie  them  a  bill  wriich    haa 
laws  in  fo^cc  o^  the  first  day  of  June  last;  in  those    t^.^i^^^.^^V^e  third  reason  of  his  colfeague  for  not  en- 1  been  deUberatey  matured  by   an   able  a 
laws  there  were  a  great  many  finesand  penalties,&c.    '"""'             .„  ,                 ^-^^  there  was  now  no  law!    committee,  who  had  al   the  facts  belore  them.     Al- 
mDosed      The    application    of    those    penalties    to    actmg  a  tanB   law   w^^^^^^^^             the  way  of  enacting'  ter  months  of  labor  in  its  preparation,  and  five  weeks 
factions  occur';?ng  since  the  expiration  of  those  |  ^^'^f  ,«J'=  ^^fs  coUeaguer^d  referred  t'o  the  resolu?  j  of  discussion    it  had  Paj-^  both  houses^     All  the 
laws   would    ^s  an  ex  post  facto   law,  be   "nconstitu- ;  »/"''^    .  ^,jj^°      t,^        bjeet  of  the  distribu-    light  was  had  which  could   be  obtamed,  anU  in   two 
fonal;  ."    si,  in   civil  'transactions.     Yet,  even  as  to  ;    °"„';/t?l  land  p™  eed.s.     Mr.  6.  said,  if  there  ever   houses  had  settled  on   this  measure  as  gi  ing  bo  h 
the   latter  the  government  could  not  touch   them  in  ;  t'O"  oi  ine  la      F                        ^       ,y    sentiment  in    revenue    and    protection      He    was   not    willing   to 
such  a  wai  as  to  do  injury  or  damage;  but  he  denied  :  "'aj  ftafelt  ^ts  trdemand  in  that  state,  that  the  dis-    throw  it  aside  to  group    ,n   the  dark   and   adopt  he 
Z{';i.r,:?wouldres,i/t.{.om  this  bill.     After  a  few  , -yj-e  .|  -  the^^^^^^ 

'''Ta^X^i^ome,  his  motion  so  as  to  of-  i  ^-j^^ry'^rrhl'    nSa'LTber^^irZgT;   mlf     He  saw  that  some  of  the  southern  gentlemen 

s^-s^a^±^aS=;tfhor;i£^ 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  ^  ^,   ^^.^Jj^^j  ^^^^   ^^^^  tariff  and  distribution  were   their  hands. 
Barnard—  I  perfectly  distinct  questions,  and  went  at  some  length 

Mr.  .^ilaiM  arose  and  addressed  the  committee  at  i  s^^^^  ^1^^  subject  of  distribution,  distinguishing  be- 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill  and  amendment,  the;  ^^^^^^j^^  j^^j^  ^^^^^  ^^^  those  acquired  by  pur- 
very  title  of  this  bill  was  an  acknowledgement  that  ^^^^^^  and  arguing  that  as  well  might  the  states  claim 
from  the  30th  June  last  there  was  no  power  compe- :  ^^^^  distribution  among  them  of  any  other  of  the  pro- 
tent  to  levy  duties  of  impost  wUhout  further  action  |  .  ,  ^^-^^^  United  States  as  of  the  latter  class  of  the 
of  congress.  He  regarded  this  as  an  ex  post  'acto  j^^^J^  ^^  j^^^^  jyj^.  ^  ^^^y^^  of  the  continual  politi- 
proposilion  and  as  tending  to  screen  the  president  1  ^^^  dissensions  created  by  the  lands,  and  said  if  some 
from 


jsilion  and  as  tending  to  screen  the  president  I  ^^j  dissensions  created  by  the  lands,  and  said  if  some 
punishment  for  violation  of  public  law  in  levy-  |  ^'^^.  Pi-ovidence  could  give  them  Ihe  power  of  get- 
loiiey  precisely  as  in  the  case  of  ship  money  in  ^■^^,^\^^  ^f  ^his  public  domain  by  sinking  it  deeper 
ish  history.  The  supreme  courtliad  decided  that        =  ^^  reached,  he  would  gladly  do  it.— 


ing  moi 

English  history.  The  supre -.-.  - -- 

the  clause  of  the  constitution  prohibiting  ex  post  facto 

laws  applied  only  to  penalties.     This  was  a  judicial 

construction  which   in   his  opinion„the  letter  of'  the 

constitution  did  not  warrant  but  which  he  would  not 

now  discuss.     By  the  amendment  proposed,  this  bil 

nrofessed  to  he  ex  post  facto  in  relation  to  its  civil 

instruction  only.     The    report  from  the  judiciary        l-^--»«^  "e:r7i;;;;;"s;"e"r;tary,  informini   the 

committee  had  ground  to  dust  the   reasons  a  signed  ,  b^ry  U'ckens    esq     meir  ^/^'^tain  bills,  and 

by  the  attorney  general  for  "-"'--"6   hat  the  au-   hous^e  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^, 

thority  exercised  by  the  president  was  lega       The  |  ask  ng  ^^^  ^_^^  ^^^  .^^^^^^.^^  p^^^. 


A  gentleman  from  Ohio  near  him  (Mr.  WeUer)  bad 

just  told  him  that  the  opposition  would  not  go  for  the 

measure  he  proposed.     If  so,  he  regretted  to  hear  it; 

but,  however  that  might  be,  he  should  not  vote  for 

a  bill  which  extended  such  protection  as  it  did  give 

only  (0  two  years.  What  would  be  the  consequence.'  If 

the  whigs  were  out  of  power  at  the   next  congress, 

as  the  gentlemen  loudly  vaunted  that  they  certainly 

would  he— and  Mr.  McK.  would   not  deny  that  they 

tin.>->id  of  this  public  domain  by  smiung  ii  oeeper    might,  though  he  trusted  they  would  not,  [a  laugh]— 

lha°i  could  ever  be  reached,  he  would  gladly  do  it.— h  hen  the  law   would   be   permitted   to  expire  by  i(s 

ll  needed   only   the  exercise   of  wise    and    eflicient    own  limitation,  and  the   manufacturers  and  agncul- 

means  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo-    turists  were  thrown  on  their  mercy,  and   might   ex- 

Dle  to  restore  harmony  and  prosperity  to  the  country,    pect  a  bill  with  a  horizontal  duty  of  twenty  per  cenl. 

Mr    C's   hour   having   expired  he   resumed  his   or  some  ^uch  matter.     If  a  good  bill  were  nov/ pas 

.,,    ■      ■  I  sed,  and  the  country  had  once  felt  its  life  giving  ope- 


[A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  As- 


majoritv  of  this  house  has,  by  a  solemn  declaration 
of  opinion  sent  forth  to  the  union,  pronounced  that 
the  very  act  on  the  part  of  the  executive  which  was 
intended  to  be  removed  by  this  law,  had  rendered  him 
worthy  of  impeachment.  There  have  been  consiile- 
rations  of  prudence  and  expediency,  to  waive  this  re- 
medy of  the  constitution  at  this  time.  The  final  de- 
cision of  the  question  by  the  supreme  court  not  being 
vet  given,  is  a  reason  why  the  house  was  not  called 
upon  in  the  report  to  which  he  had  alluded,  to  bring 
forward  articles  of  impeachment.  It  is  expedient  to 
await  for  the  more  perfect  consummation  of  the  lUe- 
eal  proceeding  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court 


certain  bills  from  the  house,  and  the  indefinite  post 
ponement  of  others.] 

Mr.  Gniiijer,  after  a  clearing  up  with  Mr.  Jf  ise  as 
to  a  remark  of  his  applying  to  Mr.  G.  on  Saturday 
last  proceeded  to  comment  on  Mr.  Cushiiig  s  speech 
and'explained  the  feeling  under  which  he  had  voted 
yesterday  for  a  tariff  bill,  notwithstanding  the  veto. 

Mr  fFue  replied  at  some  length,  declining  to  inter- 
rogate Mr.  Grander  as  to  past  interviews  between  him 
and  the  president. 

Mr.  JSIarskall  went  into  a  speech  at   large  on  tiie 
existing  state  of  parlies,  the  duty  of  llie  whigs  to  pass 
le  bill  to  relieve  the  country,  and  the  political  con- 


l^ll-irt^irl^l^tt^l^st^XXa^U^    ::q:;;^e^  --'  -sue   if   they 

^ojtirxeLtive   has   am^^^^^^^^^^ 

was  of  opinion  that  congiess  ought  not  lo  pass   any        i  mnsistencv  with  the  principles  avowed 


seu,  anu  lmc  uwumij  "«"  «..,..%.  ..-•-  .— ^ ^  .^^^- 

ration,  they  would  not  dare  to  repeal  it;  but  if  it 
expired  of  itself,  the  case  would  be  wholly  altered. 
He  appealed  to  all  the  friends  of  protection  to  look 
where  they  were  about  to  cast  themselves,  and  con- 
sider well  before  they  took  a  step  which  could  not  be 
recalled.  Mr.  McK.  concluded  by  a  motion  that  the 
commiltee  rise;  and  the  committee  (at  a  quarter  be- 
fore five  o'clock)  rose  and  reported.  And  then  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturd-\t,  Aug.  20.  The  house  confirmed  the 
senate's  amendments  to  several  bills,  among  them 
that  to  establish  a  police  for  the  protection  of  public 
property  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  then  re- 
solved itself  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  IngerscH  into 
commiltee  of  the  whole  in  order  to  take  up  the  con- 
tingent, bill.  Its  various  amendments  were  then 
discussed  and  the  bill  finally  reported  to  the  house. 
Mr.  Fillmora  rose  and  presented  the  foltowing 
communiealion  from  the  treasury  department: 

Treasury  departnuiit,  •'lug.  30,  1849. 
Sir:  Appiopriations  for  a  large  amount  having  al- 
ready passed  congress,  and  bills  being  now  pending 
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before  tlie  two  houses  which  may  require  further 
sums  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  it  seems  to  be 
the  duty  of  this  department,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  apprize  the  financial  committees  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  discredit 
with  which  the  public  service  is  threatened  unless 
some  measure  shall  be  adopted  to  provide  for  the 
burdens  imposed  on  the  treasury  by  law. 

As  the  pressure  will  be  immediate,  in  consequence 
of  arrearages  caused  by  delay  of  appropriations,  the 
remedy  should  be  of  such  a  character  as  may  be 
forthwith  available  for  the  public  exigencies. 

In  reflecting  on  this  subject  I  have  not  been  able  to 
devise  any  mode  of  meeting  the  present  emergency 
which  will  be  open  to  fewer  exceptions  than  to  grant 
express  authority  to  this  department  to  issue  treasu- 
ry notes,  instead  of  such  portion  of  the  loan  remain- 
ing unnegotiated  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
meet  the  required  payments  out  of  the  treasury. 

It  will  doubtless  be  borne  in  mind  that,  under  the 
9d  and  .3d  sections  of  the  act  of  the  15th  April  last, 
this  department  was  empowered  to  issue  stock  cer- 
tificates in  convenient  sums,  transferable  by  delivery, 
payable  either  on  six  months' notice  or  at  any  speci- 
ficperiod  within  twenty  years,  and  carrying  interest 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  percent.  These  clauses 
authorise  this  department  to  issue  public  obligations 
of  the  same  general  character  and  attributes  as  trea- 
sury notes.  But,  before  undertaking  to  exercise  the 
power  thus  expressly  conferred  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  claims  on  the  treasury,  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable that  the  securities  against  forgery,  as 


proviso,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  any 
thing  in  the  section  being  regarded  as  authorizing 
the  application  of  its  provisions  to  any  case  where  a 
penalty  might  have  been  proposed  by  law,  &c. 

Mr.  Hoosevelt  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and 
also  to  the  bill  itself,  because  it  was  based  on  the 
ground  that  there  existed  at  present  no  authority  to 
collect  duties  on  imports  to  any  extent  or  at  any 
rate — a  fact  which  he  was  not  prepared  at  present  to 
admit. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  he 
cared  much  whether  the  bill  from  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee passed  or  not:  but,  in  a  fev/  explanatory  re- 
marks, he  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  it  was  only 
a  question  of  doubt  whether  revenue  could  be  collected 
under  existing  laws' or  not,  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try would  best  be  subserved  by  suffering  things  to  re- 
main as  they  were  until  a  permanent  tariff  bill  could 
be  agreed  upon. 

The  amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  C.  J.  Ingenoll) 
would  answer  no  good  purpose,  either  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  People.  As  a  revenue  measure,  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  two  years  would  demonstrate  its. 
entire  insufficiency;  and  as  a  measure  of  protection 
to  domestic  industry  against  the  labor  of  foreign  na- 
tions, gentlemen  had  only  to  point  to  the  dilapidated 
condition  of  the  manufactures  of  the  country  for  the 
last  two  years  to  satisfy  every  body  that  it  was  whol- 
ly inadequate. 

But,  in  addition  to  that,  the  great  benefit  which 
the  country  would  d     '        "  ~ 


-    .  J   .. ve    from  ani/ tariff  must  ariL„ 

the  uniform  practice  as  to  official  signature,  hereto- 1  f,.j|„   jtg   being   a  permanent  system.     No  bill  that 

fore  applied  by  law  to  treasury  notes,  should  be  adopt- j  ^.^j  ^^optej   f^^   the  space  of  two  years  only  could 

ed.     It  would   aiso  add  much  to  the  public  conve-   gi^.g  any  confidence  or  benefit  to  the  industry  of  the 

nience  and  enhance  their  credit  should  they  be  made  '  country.     What  the   country   wanted  was,  that  the 

receivable  by  law,  as  treasury  notes  are,  in  all  pub-  I  subject  should  be  settled  definitely  and  permanently, 

lie   payments,  and  reissuable   in    the    same   manner  ;  not  for  two  vears,  or  five,  but,  if  possible,  for  a  length 

whenever  redeemed  during  the  year,  should  the  wants    of  lime,    and,    he    was   going   to   say,  forever.     He 

of  the  treasury   require.     In   short,  if  the  authority    could  not,   therefore,  under  any  circumstances,  vote 

to  issue  stock  certificates  be  changed  for  the  issue  of    for  the  proposition  of  the   gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 

treasury  notes,  as   heretofore,  greater   security   and    ^^nia  (Mr.  C.  J.  Jngersoll.) 

availability  would   be  furnished.     I  trust,  therefore,  [      As  to  the  proposftion  of  the  other  gentleman  from 

that  the  committee  of  ways  and   means  will  excuse    Pennsylvania,    (Mr.  McKeniian\  which   proposition 

my  pressing  this  subject   upon   their   immediate  at-    ^.g^  to  pass  the  vetoed  revenue  bill,  striking  out  the  \  let  his  p-roposltion  stand  as  a  motion  to  strike  out  all 

tention.     1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient    distribution   clause   and  modifying  the  bill  in  one  or  j  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert  the 

servant,  McCLIIVTOCK  YOUNG,  ;  t„,o  items)   he  (Mr.  F.)  had  more  difiiculty.     It  was  '  bill  published  above. 

deling  secretary  of  tlie  treasury.       ^ygll  known  that  he  was  in  favor  of  that  bill,  not  that  •      The  vote  stood,  by  tellers,  ayes  38,  noes  not  count- 
HoN.  Millard  Fillmore,  !  he  thought    it   perfect;  for  he   thought   it  contained    ed. 

CImirman  of  the  cmnmitteeof  waysSc  means,  H.  R.    provisions  which  might  be  altered  to  advantage.  But 

he  had  no  hesitation    in  giving  his  vote  for  that  bill 
as  the  best  that  could  be  obtained. 

There    was  a  still  greater  difficulty,  however. 


Mr.  T/o/messaid  that  gentlemen  who  really  and  truly 
wished  the  government  to  go  on,  it  appeared  to  him 
must  vote  for  the  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  (Mr.  Barnard.) — 
Mr.  H.  contended  that  the  bill  should  be  passed 
whether  the  existing  laws  should  finally  be  decided 
operative  or  not.  If  they  were  operative  the  bill 
could  do  no  harm;  and  if  not,  they  ought  to  be  ren- 
dered operative  as  far  as  it  could  be  done.  He  con- 
cluded by  making  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  house  not 
to  leave  the  matter  in  uncertainty,  but  to  legalize  a 
twenty  per  cent,  duty  in  preference  to  leaving  the 
country  with  none;  and  expressed  a  prefernnce  him- 
self for  a  twenty  per  cent,  duty  before  any  other. 

Mr.  Everett  followed  in  a  few  remarks.  Mr.  Ward 
then  obtained  the  floor  and  declined  yielding  it  to 
Mr.  Barnard,  chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee, 
who  wished  to  make  explanations  of  the  bill  in  reply 
especially  to  Mr.  Mams.  Mr.  W.  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed when 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  committee,  ia 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  house  of  this  morning, 
proceeded  to  vote. 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Bai-nard,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Barnard  offered  several  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Botts  moved  to  strike  out  a  portion  of  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  strike  out  its  respective 
provisions. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  A. 
Dickins,  esq.  secretary,  informing  the  house  that  the 
senate  had  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  certain  a- 
mendments  of  the  house  to  the  contingent  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  asking  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  that  the  house  insist  on  its  a- 
mendments.     Agreed  to. 

And  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  house  was  or- 
dered to  be  appointed]. 

Amendments  were  also  offered  to  the  bill  by 
Messrs.  John  Campbell,  Roosevelt  and  W.  C.  Johnson, 
all  of  which  were  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
C.  J.  Ingersoll,  (which  he  had  again  modified  so  as  to 


The  communication  having  been  read 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  the  communication  should 
have  been  made  to  the  house;  but  it  seemed  it  had 
been  miide  to  tlie  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
He  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  the  house  merely  to 
see  what  it  might  think  proper  to  do.  And,  with  a 
view  of  bringing  up  that  question,  ho  would  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  that  it  be  printed.  If  the  house  thought 
proper  to  adopt  any  instructions,  he  was  willing  it 
should  be  done. 

Mr.  ]V.  Cost  Johnson  proposed  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  bring  in.  his  bill  relative  to  the  assumption 
of  state  debts. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C,  moved  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  issuing  trea- 
sury notes. 

Air.  Balls,  after  some  remarks,  moved  to  lay  the 
communication  on  the  table.  Rejected — ayes  (JO — 
na}s  114. 

The  communication  was  then  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  and  the  propositions  to  in- 
struct rejected,  that  of  Mr.  Holmes  by  ayes  65— nays 
SO.     The  house  then  adjourned. 

MowD.iT,  Aug.  22.  The  bill  from  the  senate  for 
the  publication  of  the  discoveries  of  the  exploring 
expedition  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  .iHrnold  made  a  motion  in  the  form  of  a  resolu- 
tion to  take  the  bill  from  the  table  proposing  the  re- 
duction of  the  mileage  and  per  diem  of  members  of 
congress.  The  previous  question  was  moved,  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question  ordered.  The  resolu- 
tion was  not  adopted.  The  vote  was  74  in  the  aflir- 
mative  to  96  in  the  negative. 

A  bill  was  then  reported  to  modify  the  act  for  the 
prevention  of  steamboat  accidents. 

Mr.  Barnard  of  New  York,  submitted  a  resolution 
that  all  debate  in  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the 
revenue  bill  should  cease  at  one  o'clock  this  day, 
and  that  the  committee  should  then  proceed  to  vote 
upon  amendments  pending  and  which  may  be  offered. 
The  resolution  was  adopted   without   yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coiiifn,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Joseph  R.  Ingcrsoll  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  supply  a  tem- 
porary defect  or  failure  in  the  laws  relating  to  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Barnard,  to  amend  the  second   section   by  adding  a 


So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JMcKennan  then  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the 
bill  under  consideration  the  bill  vetoed  by  the  presi- 
dent; striking  out  the  clause  in  relation  to  the  distri- 


his  mmd.  When,  under  the  instructions  of  the  com-  ]  bution,  and  so  modifying  the  bill  as  to  admit  tea  im- 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  he  had  on  a  former  day  j  ported  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
introduced  a  resolution  declaring  that  it  was  expe- ;  Good  Hope  free  of  duty,  as  well  as  coffee;  and  also 
dient   to   pass   such  a  bill   as  that  last  mentioned,  it ;  making  two  verbal   amendments,  one  on  the   item  of 


would  he  recollected  that  he  had  voted  against  it, 
His  judgment  and  his  feelings,  had  been,  and  still 
were,     opposed    to    any    further    legislation    wh 


sugar  and  the  other  on  the  item  of  ivory. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  re- 

should  yield  the  principle  of  distribulion.     Not  "that  I  '"'"''''"S  ''""  f',''  ^'l';"""'  ^^''•'<=''  "''^  gentleman  from 
l,P  h„,l  noi  P„iP,-.'r,inpH\„.,.n,   H„„i„=  ,.  ,^  tLM^:   Pennsylvania    Mr.  J)/,.;AOT.um;  proposed  to Strike  out 


he  had  not  entertained  great  doubts  as  to  what  his 
duty  to  the  country  required  at  his  hands.  He  saw 
the  country  suffering  beyond  measure  for  the  want  of 
a  tariff — he  saw  its  treasury  exhausted,  and  its  cre- 
dit bankrupt.  On  the  other  hand,  he  saw  what  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  yielding  of  the  principles  of 
the  constitution  that  might  prove  injurious  hereafter. 
True  it  was,  however,  that  a  precedent  set  by  an 
administration  like  this,  was  like'y  to  have  very  lit- 
tle influence  on  the  prejudices  of  any  one  hereafter. 
That,  of  itself,  was  a  reason  in  favor  of  yielding  to 
the  urgent  necessities  of  the  country  and  the  trea- 
sury. But  these  considerations  would  not,  of  them- 
selves, have  been  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  do  so. 
He  felt,  in  the  first  instance,  that  it  was  due  to  him- 
self, and  due  to  the  constitueecy  whom  he  repre- 
sented, and  who  were  wholly  independent  of  the 
subject,  to  express  his  opinions  by  his  vote  as  to  the 
propriety  of  yielding  the  principle  of  distribution. 

But  since  that  vote  was  given,  a  great  change  of 
circumstances  had  taken  place.  He  had  seen  more 
than  half  of  the  party  with  whom  he  acted  feel 
hound  to  yield  that  principle.  He  did  not  doubt 
their  patriotism;  he  did  not  doubt  that  they  had 
yielded,  on  mature  reflection,  from  a  sense  of  what 
they  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  country;  but 
the  fact  that  they  had  yielded  had  taken  away  pro- 
bably all  the  moral  influence  of  further  resistance. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  situated  as  he  was 
in  relation  to  this  measure,  he  felt  bound  to  yield  his 
own  opinions  and  go  with  them.  He  confessed  he 
did  so  with  great  reluctance.  He  would,  if  necessary 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  yield  it  his  vote;  and  he 
trusted  that  the  country  might  derive  from  it  all  the 
benefit  which  those  who  support  it  anticipate  from 
its  passage.  At  all  events,  whether  it  did  or  not,  he 
should  feel  that  in  giving  his  vote  for  it,  he  was  dis- 
charging his  duty  to  the  country,  and  in  yielding  now 
he  yielded  much  for  the  sake  of  his  friends. 


relation  to  distribution. 

Mr.  Casliing  submitted  that  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Underioood  was  not  in  order. 

The  chair  overruled  Mr.  Cushing's  objections,  and 
decided  thai  Mr.  Underwood's  motion  was  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Underwood,  which,  by  ayes  35,  noes  not  counted,  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Boffsdemanded  acountof  the  negatives,  which 
was  taken,  and  the  negative  vote  stood  111. 

Mr.  Barnard  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  McKennan  by  inserting  in  lieu  of  the  27th  sec- 
tion a  section  suspending  the  operation  of  the  distri- 
bution law  until  the  4th  of  March,  1345:  after  which 
day  it  should  be  in  full  force,  excepting  the  proviso 
to  the  6lh  section;  and  providing  that  moneys  receiv- 
ed into  the  treasury  in  the  mean  time  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  should  be  set 
apart  for  the  payn>ent  of  outstanding  treasury  notes, 
and  ill  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  on  any 
loan  negotiated,  &c. 

The  amendment,  by  ayes  38,  noes  not  counted, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the 
substitute  of  Mr.  McKennan  a  proposition,  which, 
undev  leave,  he  explained,  and  which,  among  nume- 
rous other  tluiigs,  proposes  a  system  of  countervail- 
ing duties  on  certain  products  of  countries  placing 
heavy  duties  on  tobacco;  and  proposes  also,  in  lieu  of 
the  27th  section,  his  proposition  for  the  issue  of  200 
millions  of  dollars  to  pay  the  state  debts,  and  pledg- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  therefor,  &c. — 
Rejected. 

Amendments  of  the  same  character  as  those  which 
were  oftijred  to  the  details  of  the  bill  when  before 
under  consideration  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Gamble, 
Rooserell,  J\l.  A.  Cooper,  Oswley  and  H'eller,  and  uni- 
formly rejected. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed  sub- 
stitute of  Mr.  McKennan,  and,  by  ayes  99,  noes  67,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Jlr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  offered  an  additional 
section,  repealing  the  first  nine  sections  of  the  distri- 
bution law,  which  motion,  by  ayes  57,  noes  not  coun- 
ted, was  rejected. 

Further  amendments  were  proposed  hy  Messrs. 
Roosevelt  and  Shields,  all  of  which  were  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  and  amendment  to  the  house. 

And  the  question  on  concurring  in  the  substitute 
amendment  of  the  committee,  and  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading  being  put.  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  102  noes  99. 

The  question  then  being  taken,  shall  the  bill  be 
engrossed,  the  vote  stood  yeas  100,  nays  100,  and  the 
speaker  voting  in  the  negative,  decided  it  in  the  ne- 
gative. A  motion  was  then  made  to  reconsider  the 
last  vote  and  carried  by  yeas  106  nays  9S. 

The  question  then  recurring,  shall  the  bill  be  en 
grossed  for  a  third  reading.'  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  105,  nays  103. 

And  having  been  read  a  third  time  by  its  title;  and 
the  question  being  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  Mr.  Mc- 
Kennan moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded. And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
now  taken.  Mr.  Black  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  which  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Ba- 
ker, Barnard,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack  Birdseye 
Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Briggs,  Broekway,  Chas 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Childs, 
Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper,  Cowen 
Cranston,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  R.  D.  Davis,  John 
Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Ger 
ry,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gordon,  Granger, 
Gustine,  Hall,  Halstead,  Houck,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Jas 
Irvin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  R 
MeClellan,  McKennan,  Thos.  F.  Marshall,  Samson 
Mason,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard.  Osborne,  Parmen- 
ter,  Pearce,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey 
Benj.  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Read 
Ridgway,  Riggs,  Rodney,  William  Russell,  J.  M 
Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sanlbrd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith 
Sollers,  Straton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  R.  W. 
Thompson,  TiUinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Ward, 
Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young — 105. 

N.\YS. — .\danis,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Black,  Botts,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown, 
Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  P. 
C.  Caldwell,  J.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thos. 
J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Gary,  Casey,  Clifford,  Clin- 
ton, Coles,  Colquit,  M.  A.  Cooper,  Cravens,  Cross, 
Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig,  John 
C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence 
Foster,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gilmer, 
Goggin,  William  O.  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Gwin, 
Habersham,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hop- 
kms,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane,  Lewis,  Linn,  Littlefield,  A.  MeClellan, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory,  J.  T.  Mason,  Mathiot, 
Mathews,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Owsley,  Payne, 
Rayner,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rogers,  Roose- 
velt, Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  W.  Smith, 
Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Summers,  Sumter,  J.  B.  Thomp- 
son, Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett,Turney,  Underwood, 
Warren,  Washington,  Walterson,  Weller,  James  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood— 103. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  McKennan  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question. 

There  was  a  second.  The  main  question  was  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  the  vote  was  not  reconsi- 
dered. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  title  of  the  bill,  Mr. 
Eanduljih  moved  to  amend  it  by  causing  it  to  read  "a 
bill  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and  to  ciiange 
and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Roosevelt  moved  to  amend  the  emendment  by 
adding  the  words,  "and  to  protect  domestic  manu- 
factures." 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  the  previous  question. 

And  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  Lewis  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  which  were  ordered,  and, 
being  taken,  were,  yeas  74,  nays  105.  So  the  amend 
ment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Randolph  was  agreed 
to.     Whereupon  the  house  -adjourned. 

TuESDAT,  Ado.  23.  Mr.  Stnnly,  on  leave  given, 
offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which  was 
read: 


Resolved,  Sfc.  That  the  secratary  of  the  navy  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  instructed  to  render  i\Ir.  Samuel 
Colt  facilities  to  test  his  submarine  battery  to  an  ex- 
tent which  will  settle  the  questions  whether  these 
can,  with  ease  and  safety  successfully  be  employed 
as  a  power  sufficient  to  destroy  the  largest  class  of 
ships  of  war,  when  in  motion  passing  in  or  out  of 
harbor,  without  the  necessity  of  approach  within 
reach  of  shot  from  guns  of  the  largest  caliber;  and 
whether  continued  operations  of  the  destruction  of 
one  or  more  vessels  can  be  effected  without  renew- 
ing the  means  under  exposure  of  an  advancing  squad 
ron;  and  whether  the  same  can  be  used  for  the  de 
fence  of  a  harbor  without  endangering  the  passage 
in  or  out  of  other  than  hostile  vessels. 

.ind  be  it  further  resolved.  That,  should  Mr  Colt's 
submarine  battery  stand  the  above  tests,  he  is  here- 
by authorised  to  proceed,  under  the  direction  of  the 
president  and  the  secretaries  of  the  navy  and  of  war, 
to  fortify  whatever  harbor  may  be  agreed  upon  for 
that  purpose,  provided  he  will  undertake  the  same  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  the  mean  cost  of  the  United 
States  steamships  Missouri  and  Mississippi;  the  ne 
cessary  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallory,  the  resolution  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Barnard  called  up  the  following  resolution, 
heretofore  offered  by  him,  and  on  which  the  previous 
question  was  pending: 

Resolved,  That  all  debate  in  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  the  bill 
from  the  senate  No.  181,  entitled  "an  act  to  provide 
further  remedial  justice  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Slates,"  shall  cease  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
further  considered  in  said  committee  for  two  hou 
and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  all 
amendments  pending  or  which  may  be  offered  there 
to,  and  then  report  tlio  same  to  the  house, 

Mr.  Saunders  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  or 
the  table.  By  yeas  73,  nays  82,  the  house  refused, 
and  the  mam  question  being  put,  the  resolution  wa; 
adopted  by  yeas  75,  noes  54. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  in  the  chair. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  with 
his  signature  to  the  army  appropriation,  and  other 
bills. 

The  bill  establishing  certain  post  roads,  and  a  bill 
appropriating  $61,378  for  expenses  of  Louisiana  mi- 
litia engaged  in  Florida  in  1836,  were  then  acted 
upon  in  committee  and  thereafter  reported  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  from  the  joint  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
houses  on  the  bill  making  contingent  appropriations 
made  a  report,  which  was  then  concurred  in  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Wednesd.\t,  Aug.  24.  Mr.  Botts  asked  leave  to 
offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  limiting  the  rate  of  dis- 
count at  which  the  loan  shall  be  taken  authorised  by 
the  act  of  15th  April  last,  and  an  explanatory  pro- 
vision denying  the  construction  put  on  the  loan  bill 
at  the  treasury  department  relative  to  the  issue  of 
stock  to  perform  the  functions  of  treasury  notes. — 
Also,  that  they  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  re- 
pealing the  proviso  to  the  34th  section  of  the  dis- 
tribution bill  passed  on  the day  of  September 

last. 

Mr.  Barnard  objected.  Mr.  Bolts  moved  that  the 
rules  of  the  house  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  considering  the  resolution.  The  vote 
stood  yeas  61,  noes  62;  so  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  of  Tennessee  presented  a  reso- 
lution calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  fur- 
nish annually  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
the  full  expenditure  in  detail  made  upon  every  ship 
in  the  public  service.  The  resolution  was  debated  at 
considerable  lengtli,  modified  and  then  passed. 

Mr.  Botts  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  for  information: 

Resolved  by  the  hoii^e  of  representatives,  the  senate  con- 
curring, That  the  speaker  of  the  house  and  the  pre- 
sident of  the  senate  adjourn  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress sine  die  on  Monday  the  29th  instant,  at  two 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Proffit  objected.  Mr.  Botts  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules.  The  vote  stood  yeas  117,  nays 
49. 

And  the  resolution  being  thus  before  the  house — 
Mr.  Fillmore  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in  explana- 
tion of  his  reasons  for  voting  against  the  (suspension 
of  the  rules.  He  was  as  anxious  to  adjourn  as  any 
member  of  the  house,  and,  probably,  had  as  much 
reason  to  be  so. 


But  he  was  fearful  that  the  resolution  might  be 
misunderstood  by  our  friends  at  the  other  end  of  the 
capitol.  He  was  fearful  they  might  take  it  as  an  in- 
timation that  the  house  did  not  desire  them  to  act 
on  the  tariff  bill  passed  by  this  body.  Believin"-  as 
he  did,  however,  that  that  was  not  the  opinion  of  a 
great  niajority  of  the  house,  whatever  their  opin- 
ions might  have  been  as  the  propriety  of  passin" 
the  bill — ^believing  that  they  did  now  desire  the 
final  action  of  the  senate — he  had  thought  proper 
to  make  the  explanation  of  the  only  object  he 
had  in  view  in  voting  against  the  suspension;  and 
he  was  now  willing  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Proffit  said,  he  was  anxious  to  have  a  tariff 
bill  passed  this  session,  and  he  was  astonished  and 
mortified  to  see  a  vote  of  two-thirds  fixing  an  early 
day  for  adjournment.  The  resolution  has  been  per- 
mitted to  be  introduced  by  tariff  votes,  or  at  least 
those  who  say  they  are  anxious  to  pass  a  tariff.  It 
required  two  thirds  of  the  house  to  introduce  the  re- 
solution; it  now  requires  but  a  majority  to  pass,  it. — 
That  majority  is  on  this  floor.  The  resolution 
will  pass,  and  I  say  that  it  is  the  deatii-blow  of  the 
tariff  for  this  session.  The  house  has  passed  a  tariff 
bill;  it  has  been  sent  to  the  senate  and  reported  from 
the  committee  on  finance  with  amendments,  and  now 
the  house,  without  waiting  the  action  of  the  senate, 
or  giving  it  time  to  act,  or  at  all  events  limiting  its 
action  to  three  working  days  for  action  on  the  bill 
and  amendments  which  may  come  to  the  house,  fixes 
a  time  for  adjournment  but  three  days  distant.— 
Again,  I,  say,  tliis  resolution  sounds  the  death-knell 
of  the  tariff  for  this  session,  and  it  is  rung  by  the 
men  from  the  tarifi'  states  in  despite  of  all  that  the 
true  friends  of  the  tariff  can  do.  It  gives  some  mem- 
bers of  this  house  and  of  the  senate  an  opportunity 
to  do  that  indirectly  which  they  would  dislike  very 
much  to  do  directly.  It  defeats  the  tariff  bill.  1 
tell  the  tariff  men  throughout  the  union  that  their 
interests  are  sacrificed  and  destroyed  by  a  masked 
battery.  It  behoves  those  who  are  their  real  friends 
to  let  the  country  know  how  it  has  been  done. — 
But  if  this  resolution  passes,  the  tariff  bill  is  dead, 
and  on  those  men  who  voted  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  resolution  the  responsibility  of  its  failure 
rests. 

Mr.  Gordon,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks 
and  was  proceeding  therewith  when  he  was  called  to 
order,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Habersham  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table.  Lost,  101  nays,  to  65  yeas.  The  resolution  was 
then  adopted,  ayes  96  to  nays  71,  after  the  previous 
question,  and  sent  to  tlie  senate. 

Mr.  Mallory,  on  leave  given,  reported  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  which  was  yesterday 
referred  the  joint,resolution  authorising  experiments 
to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  testing  Colt's  subma- 
rine battery,  reported  the  same  with  amendments. 

Some  explanations  followed  as  to  the  fact  whe- 
ther the  secretary  of  the  navy  had  or  had  not  autho- 
rity to  act  without  this  resolution  under  the  law  of 
the  extra  session. 

An  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  include 
other  submarine  bursting  inventions,  was  understood 
to  be  incorporated  in  the  resolution  by  general  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  Arnold  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  ou 
the  table;  which  motion,  by  ayes  59,  noes  57,  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  housethen  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (.Mr.  Pope,  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  chair.) 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  committee  took 
up  the  senate  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  pursers  and 
warrant  officers  in  the  navy. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  was  variously  discussed, 
amended,  and  finally  reported  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  which  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  ayes  90,  noes  40. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill;  and,  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative  without  a  division,  [and  the  bill  hav- 
ing passed  both  houses,  awaits  only  the  signature  of 
the  president  to  become  a  law.] 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of 
a  marine  hospital  at  or  near  Ocracoke,  N.  Carolina. 

A  bill  authorising  an  examination  and  survey  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Cowen  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  resolution  reported  this  morning  by  Mr.  Mallouj, 
from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  relative  to  Colt's 
sabmarine  battery,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  lies  over.    The  house  then  adjourned. 
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JKr  The  revenue  or  tariff  bill,  passed  by  the 
house  nf  representatives  last  week,  excluding  the  land 
distribution  clause,  and  ndmiitiriff  tea  and  coffee  fi«e, 
was  in  the  senate,  referred  to  their  cnminitlee  on  hnance. 
That  committee  reported  it  with  various  amendments, 
in  considerina  which  the  senate  have  occupied  several 
davs.  Someof  those  amendments  were  adnpted.  others 
rejected.  Tho  question  on  the  pa-saseof  the  bill  a.s 
amended,  will  probably  be  decided  this  day. 

AR'e.vic.  Hill's  New  Hampshire  Patriot  states  that 
Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  slate  eeolonist,  has  lately  ex- 
amined a  vei^T  of  arsenic  in  Dunbar^on— every  ir>n  of 
which  in  its  crude  state  he  represents  to  be  worth  for'y 
dollars  delivered  in  Boston.  It  is  exiensivelv  used  in 
painiinff.  Dr.  .Tackson  savs  this  may  he  easily  mined; 
it  may  be  taken  to  Boston  by  rail  road,  at  an  expense 
probably  not  exceeding  four  or  five  dollars  per  ton. 

An  anti  slavery  coNrENXiov,  held  at  Nanlncket 
during  several  days  of  lost  week,  was  broken  up  by  stones, 
rotten  e^gs,  cSLc'thriiwn  at  them  by  an  assemblage,  that 
surround'e'd  the  building,  in  consequence,  the  Inqf.irer 
savs,  of  grossly  insulting  and  personally  abusive  langu- 
a"'e  used"  by  itiembers  of  the  convention  towards  those 
that  differed  from  them  on  religious  as  well  as  abolition 
opinions. 

American  antiquities.  The  reI'Vs  from  Central 
America  brought  by  .Stevens  and  Ciiherwood,  it  np. 
pears,  were  noFbiirnt  at  New  York,  as  was  apprehend- 
ed. 

Aristocracy.  Gen.  Foy,  a  distinguished  French  ora- 
tor, on  one  occasion,  was  entering,  with  much  fervor, 
into  a  pnhdcal  discussjion  in  the  chamber,  and  had  just 
pronounceil  the  word  "aristocracy;"  when  a  voice  from 
theminislerial  side  asked  him  for  a  definition  nf  it.  ■'Aris- 
tocracy, in  the  nineteemh  century,  is  the  league,  the  coa- 
lition, of  those  who  wish  to  consume  withnni  producing, 
live  without  workins.  occupy  all  public  places,  without 
being  competent  to  fill  them:  and  seize  upon  all  honors 
without  meriting  them— that  is  aristocracy.'' 

B\Nic  OF  England.  Quarterly  avernge  23J  April,  to 
16ih  July— compared  with  the  return  from  the  2901  of 
March  to  the  ISth  of  .Tune,  the  circulniion  is  i;i8,279,000 
ai'nin^t  i:  17  795  000,  increase  i;434,00n,  the  deposits  are 
£8  5fi5  000,  aeamst  XS.Ol  1.000.  increase  X559,000,  mak- 
ing the  total  liabif  ties  £26.844  000.  The  securities  are 
jE21  713.000,  against  £21,181.000,  bring  an  increase  of 
£532  000.  The  bullion  is  £7:818,000,  against  £7,3-20  0;)0 
being  an  increase  of  £498,000,  and  making  the  total  ot 
the  a'!.sets  £29,531,000.  The  surplus  on  rest  is  £2,687,000 
against  £2  695.000,  being  a  decrease  during  the  p.isl 
month  of  £8,000. 

State  Bani£  of  Indiana.  The  Indiana  State  Senti- 
nel ot  Aunust   16th   say:  "The   State  Bank  Directory 


Colt's  submarine  battery. 
the  exhibition  of  his  apparatus  on 

ton.  as  was  witnessed  by  the  president  of  the  U.  S.,  henas 
of  departments,  members  of  congress,  pubhc  officers  and 
I  botisa  nds  of  specta  tors. 

A  signal  gun  instructed  him  the  moment  to  apply 
the  electric  spark  at  Ale.xandria,  a  disiance  of  five  miles 
from  the  object,  and  in  an  insiant.  the  vessel  moored  for 
the  purpose,  was  shattered  into  a  thousand  fragments. 

Flour.  The  inspecii.uis  last  week  in  Baltimore  a- 
moimieri  to  17,460  bWs.  and  505  half  bbls..  of  this  week 
02bbls.  and  1,417  half  bbls.  The  nrire  has  dechned 
to  S4  87i.  At  Alexandria  ii  is  quoted  at  S4  50  dull.  At 
St.  Louis'.  Mo.  on  the  14th  flour  was  ofiered  at  S2  75, 
only  82  60  could  be  obtained  tor  best  brands. 

High  tide.  Considerable  damage  was  experienced 
on  the  wharves  in  Baltimore  on  the  morning  of  the  25ib 
by  an  unusually  high  lide  induced  by  a  heavy  N.  E. 
gale.  Part  of  Pratt  street  was  navigated  by  small  boats, 
ilie  water  extending  up  to  Lomb^trd  street.  Sugar,  to- 
baccr*.  salt,  &.C,  in  the  \^'arehouses  suffered  to  a  large  a- 
mount,  and  tJie  wharves  in  many  places  wei'e  injured. 

INDICTMENT.  The  grand  jury  nf  Albany  have  found 
an  indictment  against  lieo.  Abel  Rrown  for  a  libel  on 
Henry  Clay,  in  advertising  to  prove,  in  a  public  lecture, 
that  Mr.  Clay  was  a  'ihiet,  duellist,  gambler,  robber,  adid- 
terer.  inan  stealer,'  &c.  The  teverend  gentleman  will 
now  have  an  opportunity  to  prove  his  infamous  charges 
or  to  suffer  the  punishment  for  his  villainous  slanders. 
[N.  Y.  Tribune. 

Lir;nTNiNG.  Clouds  charged  with  electricity  have  been 
more  frequent  than  usual  this  summer.  In  this  country 
twenty-two  deaths  from  lightning  have  been  published, 
and  more  than  fifty  houses  and  barns  burnt  since  the 
first  of  June. 

The  steeple  of  St.  Mnriins'  church,  said  to  be  one  of 
the  hand-'iomest  in  England,  was  shattered  to  pieces  by 
lightning  on  ihe  28th  ultimo. 

MissiONAKT.  The  Baptist  Board  are  likely  to  loose 
$9,347  by  the  failure  of  an  agent  at  Calcutta. 

Oils.  Winlers'rained  Sperm  oil  recently  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  Cincinnati,  at  37^  cents  per  gallon,  whilst  lard  oil, 
No.  1,  sells  at  50  cents. 


Mr.  Colt  succeeded  in  ]  lime  this  point  has  been  in  dispute,  both  governments 
n  the  23d  at  Washing- ]  claiming  and  neither  possessing  it;  The  fortifications  so 
far  as  they  had  gone,  were  taken  down  and  the  material 
dispn.sed  of  by  pnhlio  auction.  A  few  miles  below 
Rouse's  Point  the  British  have  a  iortificaiion  on  the  Isle 
Aux  Noix. 


payments  shall  be  ma 


. ..  the  branches,  until,  if  necessary,  they  have  paid  out 
their  last  dollar." 

Canada  "patriots.''  The  Montreal  Herald  says  it  is 
rumored,  on  pretty  good  authority,  that  Mr.  Secretary 
Daly  will  shortly  bring  with  him  from  Downing  street  an 
unconditiona!  pardoa  for  both  refugees  and  banished  re- 
bels." 

Canal  to  the  Pacific  A  Mexican  paper  of  the 
I9ih  June,  states  that  the  commissioners  for  siirvey- 
intr  the  route  of  a  canal,  hetwe-n  the  two  oc.-ans,  throuah 
"rehuantepec,  had  reported  favorably  for  the  grand  en- 
terprise. 

Carrier  pigeon.s.  In  the  foreign  papers  received  by 
the  Britannia,  there  is  an  account  of  an  extraordinary 
flight  of  carrier  pigeons,  from  Birminglinm  to  Antwerp, 
to  decide  a  match.  About  three  bundled  pigeons,  he- 
longing  to  merchants  and  other  parties  at  Antwerp,  were 
despatched  simultaneously  at  Handsworili.  at  6  o'clock, 
on  the  morning  of  the  12ih  ulf.  The  whole  flnck  reached 
Antwerp  the  same  morning,  the  first  pigeon  having  reach- 
ed there  at  half  past  9  o'clock,  followed  in  rapid  succession 
by  the  others,  in  fives  and  tens,  the  last  pigeon  reaching 
its  destination  at  half  past  10.  Estiniaiiiig  the  distance 
from  Birmiiinhain  to  Antwerp  (UK-asuring  in  a  straight 
line)  at  300  miles,  and  allowingfor  the  ditlentiicc  in  time 
between  the  two  points,  the  first  bird  would  appear  to 
have  travelled  at  the  surprising  velocity  of  90  miles  per 
hour!  It  is  not  the  least  singular  fact  connected  with 
the  match  that  amongst  so  laiL'e  a  number  of  pigeons, 
not  one  should  have  wandered  from  its  forward  course. 
At  the  same  rale  of  .speed,  the  Atlantic  (3,000  miles 
broad)  could  be  crossed  in  about  34  hours,  or  a  day  and 
a  half,  if 'the  powers  of  any  bird  could  endure  so  long  a 
flight,  without  rest  or  sustenance. 

Cotton.  Liverpool,  August  4.  Prices  have  improv- 
ed  1  1-8  to  l-4d.  forlowerquality,  American.     Tliede- 

mand  is  active.  Sales  on  llio  29, h  ult  amounted  to 
4  400  hales,  American— of  nihcr  kinds  600.  On  the 
Sbih  4  000  bales.  Aug.  1,  6  000  boles— 2d,  8,0011  bales, 
of  3,500  fir  export.  On  the  3d  10,000  boles  sold  ilin 
lower  quality  American  at  fullv  Hd.  higher  than  ihc 
prices  the  preceding  Friday.  On  the  4ih  the  deiniiiid 
conliiuu'd— 6  or7,000  boles  sold  at  the  prices  of  the  pre 
ced'ing  day. 

New  cotton  is  reaching  Savannah,  &c.  fair  quoliiy 
biiugs  3  1  'i  cts.  common  4  luC  1-2. 


Phonography.  A  late  English  work  has  the  follow- 
ing account  of  a  new  discovery,  viz:  the  art  ol  writing  by 
sound:  "Another  art  has  been  bitely  added  to  various 
forms  of  abbreviated  wriiing,  which  seems  far  more 
available  than  any  wh'ch  have  been  hitherto  invented  — 
It  is  called  Phonography,  or  literally  writing  by  sound — 
iliatis,  writing  each  word  exactly  as  it  is  pronounced. — 
It  does  away  altogether  with  the  tedious  method  of  spell- 
ing, for  it  has  disiinct  signs  for  all  the  sounds  of  the 
human  voice.  It  is  applicable  to  all  languages.  We  have 
befiire  us  a  book  containing  a  part  of  the  Ecri|)tures  in 
Enalish.  French,  German."  Chinese,  Hebrew,  all  writ- 
ten'in  the  phonographic  character.  Nothing  has  yet 
liey  deciaiii  tnat  sp'  cie  j  Ijeen  invented  which  comes  so  near  to  the  'universal 
d  in   good  and  full  faith  by  j  character,'  so  much  desired  by  Bishop  Wilkins.     If 


rally  introduced  it  would  he  a  very  valuable  acquisition 
to  the'  deaf^  and  dumb,  enabling  them  to  express  their 
thounhts  with  almost  as  much  rapidity  as  we  can  do  by 
speech. 

Peach  orchards.  From  the  peach  orchard  ownetl  by 
.Tacob  Ridgway,  near  Delaware  city,  on  Delaware  river. 
45  inilts  below  Piiiladelpbia,  in  tlie'year  1839,  170  acres 
in  trees  yielded  18,000  bushels  of  first  rale  fruit— only  50 
acres  being  then  in  full  bearing.  It  now  contains  300 
acres  in  trees. 

A  peach  orchard  owned  by  Major  Reybold  near  Dela- 
ware ciiy,  it  is  affirmed  will  this  season  yield  to  the  own- 
er the  sum  of  l}!25,000.  He  has  contnic'ied  to  deliver  to 
some  New  Yorkers  10,000  baskets  at  $2  50  per  baskei, 
amounting  to  S25,000,  and  a  large  portion  of  that  com- 
plement has  already  been  delivered. 

Qi'EEN  Victoria  issaid  to  be  again  in  a  state  to  en- 
largo  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their  belief  that  the 
king  of  Hanover  will  not  succeed  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Brit"aiii. 

Rail  Road  Items,  B.  S,  Roberts,  formerly  of  the 
United  States  army,  has  sailed  for  St.  Petersburgh,  un- 
der ilie  auspices  of  M.  De  Bodisco,  to  join  major  Whist- 
ler in  the  construction  of  rail  roads  for  the  Emperor  Ni- 
cholas. 

Cottle  are  transported  from  Greenbush  to.Brightnn, 
the  great  cattle  market  of  New  Enaland,  on  the  western 
rail  road,  at  S18  per  2,0ii0  pound  weight.  1'he  sale  of 
catile  at  Brighton  issaid  to  amount  to  two  millions  of  dol 
lars  annually. 

Rouse's  Point,  the  key  to  Lake  Chtimplain,  it  is  un 
derstood,  has  been  ceded  to  New  York  in  the  settlement 
of  ihe  northrosiern  i>oundary  question.  Intrinsica 
Rouse's  Point  is  of  litile  or  no  value;  but  in  cose«f  war 
with  Great  Britain  and  her  Canadian  depend»nci;'S,  this 
point  would  be  most  formidable — as  a  small  fortress 
would  bold  perfect  and  easy  command  nf  the  whole  riv> 
wliiiii  here  forms  a  junction  with  the  lake.  In  1832, 
svus  supposed  this  point  beloiiged  to  New  York,  and  was 
purcliM.sed  by  government  with  a  view  to  build  upon  iia 
forlilicaiion.  A  contract  wns  made  with  Mclntyre  oiid 
Mc.Miiriin,  who  went  on  and  expended  several  thousand 
dollars,  when  the  work  was  slopped  by  a  protest  from 
tho  British  government,  slating  that  the  point  was  clear- 
ly wiiliin  their  jurisdiction  according  to  tne  conventional 
line  agreed  upon  ot  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  Since  that 
END  OF  VOLUMF:  SIXTY-TWO. 


Sickness  S'Satistics.  It  has  been  computed  that  nearly 
two  years'  sickness  is  experienced  by  every  person  be- 
fore he  is  70  years  old;  and,  therefore,  that  ten  days  per 
annum  is  the  average  sickness  of  human  life.  'Till  40 
it  is  but  half,  and  after  50  it  rapidly  increases. 

Rtoces.  The  New  York  Express  of  the  18th  says:— 
"The  la^e  movements  in  the  Ohio  Iegislature,both  finan- 
cial and  legislative,  have  had  a  bad  eft'ect  on  the  s'ocks 
of  tbatsia'e.  The  last  sales  show  a  dechneof7to8  per 
cent.  The  scrip  was  freely  olTered  at  the  board  to-day 
at  63  but  no  bid  wns  made.'' 

August  23H.  Illinois  6's  174;  Indiana  5's  29.i;  New 
York  sixes  90|;  sevens  101. 

Atlantic  Steamers  Tbe  chamb  r  of  commerce  of 
New  York  held  a  meeting  on  the  17ih  to  consider  what 
ought  to  he  done  in  reference  to  the  mission  ul  the 
French  commissioners  who  arrived  in  the  Gonfer. 

'I'he  Steamer  Co^umiKs left  Boston  on  the  17ihwith22 
passengers  for  Liverpool  and  7  for  Halifax. 

The  steamboat  Lehanort,  of  St.  Louis,  was  snagged 
whiKt  ascending  the  river,  laden  with  goods,  of  which 
8140,000  worth  belonged  to  merchanis  of  Santa  Fe  un- 
insured. 

The  steamboat  Jolm  Ferry  struck  alsnag  and  sunk 
at  tbe  head  of  Island  No.  14;  cargo  much  damaged. 
They  hope  to  save  her  engine. 

The  steamboat  Eliza  struck  a  snag  on  the  3Ist  nil.  at 
Morijan's  Bay,  15  miles  above  Bayou  Sara.  They  hope 
to  raise  her  and  get  her  to  New  Orleans,  Cargo  dama- 
ged or  lost.  She  had  200  packages  of  merchandize  be- 
longing to  Santa  Fe  merchants. 

The  steamboat  Eclipse  lately  made  the  run  between 
New  Orleans  and  Natchez  in  22  hours  and  25  minutes, 
being  the  quickest  trip  ever  made  between  the  twopl.ices. 

The  lake  sieamboai  Miasouri  left  Chicago  on  the  10th 
inst.  and  reached  Detroit  in  51  hours  36  minutes,  e.^clu- 
sive  of  stoppages  at  Southport,  Racine,  Milwaukie  and 
Mackintosh— and  from  Detroit  reached  Bulialo  in  25 
hours  15  minutes,  including  U  hours  at  Cleavtiand. 

The  lake  steamboats  Illinois  and  Great  Weslern  met 
in  collision  a  few  da\s  since.  The  stem  and  plank  shire 
of  the  Illinois  were  sinned,  llie  figure-head  split,  rail  bro- 
ken, and  some  other  upper  works  injured.  Abhougb  tne 
engines  of  both  boats  had  been  stopped,  tbe  shock  was 
so  great  that  captain  Douglas  of  the  brig  Virginia,  who 
was  on  board  the  Gteat  Western,  was  thrown  liom  that 
steamer  on  to  the  deck  of  the  Illinois.  He  was  left  con- 
siderabiy  injured  at  .Milwaukie. 

Steamers.    The  steam  frigate  Gomor,  now  at  New 
York,  has  an  apparatus  for  distilling  water,  which  pro- 
duces an  abundant  supply.     Nearly  all  the  French  nier- 
ham  sliips  now  carry  an  apparatus  fur  distilling  all  the 
water  they  need. 

Slave  Trade.  In  the  house  of  lords  on  the  3J  instant, 
Ihc  earl  of  Aberdeen  moved  the  second  reading  of  ihe 
bill  for  suspending  an  act  directed  against  the  P.irtu^ue.se 
slave  trade.  Tht)  act  he  proposed  to  suspend  had,  his 
lordship  said,  been  rendered  unnecessary  by  a  treaty  just 
concluded,  in  which  the  Portuguese  government  had 
enga^ted  to  concur  heartily  in  all  measures  necessa- 
rvTor  tbe  suppressio.i  of  tbe  tlave  trade,  and  being 
no  longer  necessary,  such  an  act  could  not  be  other- 
wise than  otTensive  to  the  notion  afii'cted  bv  it  The 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  alter  which  lord  Brougham 
in  a  long  and  highly  animated  speech,  moved  a  resolution 
calling  upon  the  queen's  government  to  lake  into  consi- 
deration ihe  present  stale  of  the  trade  in  slaves,  with  a 
view  to  its  complete  suppression. 

A  letter  from  a  navy  officer  at  Mozambique,  sla'es 
that  such  strict  orders  have  been  received  froii,  ;  he  Por- 
tuguese government,  that  the  slave  tr.ade  is  completely 
broken  up,  and  the  place  ruined. 

Tobacco.  Fine  qualities  are  in  demand — cominon  tind 
inferior  very  dull— prices  remain  as  last  quoted.  The 
Baltimore  inspections  of  las!  week  were  1,016  lilids.  Ma- 
ryland, 298  Ohio  and  1  Virginia— total  1,315. 

Vermont  sugar.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  next  to 
Louisiana,  Vermont  is  the  greaiesi  sugar  producing  state 
in  ihe  union!  The  amount  afmaple  su/;ar  produced  in 
1840,  was  over  2,559  tons,  being  over  17J  pounds  to  each 
inhahi.ont,  allowing  a  popiihiion  of  291,94,8.  At  five 
cents  a  pound,  this  is  worth  $255,963  20.  The  Blonlpe- 
lier  Watchman  states  that  this  quantity  is  very  far  be- 
low that  produced  the  present  J'ear,  and  thinks  it  may 
be  safely  estimated,  ihat  the  sugar  produced  this  season 
will,  01  the  low  price  of  five  cents,  be  worth  one  milliom 
OF  dollars. 

Wisco.s'siN.  Over  one  hundred  thousand  people  have 
come  into  ilic  counties  of  iMillwoukie  and  VVasliingion, 
since  the  census  was  taken  in  June.         [MiL  Courier. 

Wheat  is  sellino  ot  Springfield,  III.  nt  from  25  to  30 
ccnt^;  ai  Qiiiiicy,  Til  it  brings  37';  at  Cincinnali  50  cis. 
iMnrvland  red  ranges  in  the  Balliinore  market  from  50  to 
90;  Pennsylvania  prime  90  to  95.     •■/ 

Yellow  Fever.  Tbe  New  Ci'diifi'!  Bee  of  the  16th 
states  that  a  few  cases  have  provcl  fa::.!  amongst  ilie 
shipping,    'i'he  city  genetully  is  ia  foo,'.  .:euUh. 
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